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PREFACE 



In issuing the last volume of the Dictionary of the Bible, the Editor desires 
to record his sense of the goodness of God in enabling him to carry it through 
to the end, and to beseech His blessing on the use of it, that His Name may 
be glorified. He desires also very heartily to thank all those who have been 
associated with him in its production. He thanks the Publishers for their con- 
fidence at the beginning, for the liberty they have left him, and for the perfect 
courtesy of all their intercourse with him. He thanks the Printers also, Messrs. 
Morrison & Gibb, and their employees, for their skilful workmanship and their 
patient personal interest. And he thanks all the Authors. Chosen because 
they were believed to be able to give the best account of the subjects entrusted 
to them, they have done their work in such a way as to vindicate their choice; 
while the relations between them and the Editor have been most agreeable through- 
out He thanks them all, but especially those with whom he has been most 
closely associated in the oversight of the work — Dr. John A. Selbie, Dr. S. R 
Driver, Dr. H. B. Swete, and Dr. W. Sanday. There is another, Dr. A. B. 
Davidson, but he has passed beyond the voice of earthly gratitude. 



%• While this Tolume completes the Dictionary as announced, an Extra Volume is in 
preparation, to contain Indexes and certain subsidiary articles of importance. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 



L General 



Alex. = Alexandrian. 
Apoc = Apocalypse. 
Apocr. = Apocrypha. 
Aq. =AqniJa. . 
Arab. = Arabic. 
Aram. = Aramaic. 
Assyr. = Assyrian. 
Bab*. = Babylonian, 
r. —circa, about. 
Can. = Canaanite. 
cf. = compare. 
ct.= contrast. 
D = Deu teronora ist 
E=Elohist 

edd. = editions or editors. 
Egyp. = Egyptian. 
Eng. = English. 
Etn. = Ethiopia 

f. =and following verse or page ; as Ac 10 s *'- 

ff. =and following verses or pages ; as Mt ll 28 *- 

Gr. = Greek. 

H = Law of Holiness. 

Heb. = Hebrew. 

HeL =s Hellenistic 

Hex. =Hexateuch. 

Isr. = Israelite. 

J = Jahwist. 

J" = Jehovah. 

J eras. = Jerusalem. 

Joe. = Josephus. 



LXX = Septuagint 
MSS = Manuscripts. 
MT=Massoretic Text 
n. =note. 

NT= New Testament. 

Onk. = Onkelos. 

OT=01d Testament. 

P= Priestly Narrative. 

Pal. = Palestine, Palestinian. 

Pent = Pentateuch. 

Pers. = Persian. 

Phil. = Philistine. 

Phcen. = Phoenician. 

Pr. Bk. = Prayer Book. 

R= Redactor. 

Rom. = Roman. 

Sam. = Samaritan. 

Sem. = Semitic. 

Sept. = Septuagint 

Sin. =Sinaitic. 

Symm. =Symmachus. 

Syr. =sSyriac. 

Talm. = Talmud. 

Targ. =Targum. 

Theod. =Theodotion. 

TR = Textus Receptus. 

tr. = translate or translation. 

VSS = Versions. 

Vulg.= Vulgate. 

WH = Westcott and Hort's text. 



II. Books of the Bible 



Gn= Genesis. 
Ex = Exodus. 
Lv= Leviticus. 
Nu= Numbers. 
Dt = Deuteronomy. 
Jos- Joshua. 
Jg= Judges. 
Ru = Ruth. 



Old Testament. 

Ca= Canticles. 
Is = Isaiah. 
Jer= Jeremiah. 
La = Lamentations. 
Ezk=EzekieL 
Dn= Daniel. 
Hos=Hosea. 
Jl=JoeL 



1 S, 2 S= 1 and 2 Samuel. Am = Amos. 

1 K, 2 K = l and 2 Kings. Ob=Obadiah. 

1 Ch, 2 Ch = 1 and 2 Jon = Jonah. 

Chronicles. Mio=Micah. 

Ezr=Exra. Nah=Nahum. 

Neh=Nehemiah. Hab=Habakkuk. 

E8t=Esther. Zeph=Zephaniah. 

Job. Hag=Haggai. 

Ps = Psalms. Zec=Zechariah. 

Pr = Proverbs. Mal= Malachi. 
Ec = Ecclesiastes. 

Apocrypha. 

1 &, 2 Es = 1 and 2 To=Tobit. 

Esdras. Jth= Judith. 



Ad. Est = Additions to 

Esther. 
Wis = Wisdom. 
Sir = Sirach or Ecclesi- 

asticus. 
Bar = Baruch. 
Three = Song of the 

Three Children. 



Sus= Susanna. 

Bel = Bel and the 

Dragon. 
Pr. Man = Prayer of 

Manasses. 
1 Mao, 2 Mac = l and 2 

Maccabees. 



New 

Mt= Matthew. 

Mk = Mark. 

Lk=Luke. 

J n = John. 

Ac=Act8. 

Ro= Romans. 

1 Co, 2 Co = 1 and 

Corinthians. 
Gal=Galatians. 
Eph = Ephesians. 
Ph=Philippians. 
Col=Colossians. 



Testament. 

1 Th, 2 Th = 1 and 2 

Thessalonians. 
1 Ti, 2 Ti = 1 and 2 

Timothy. 
Tit = Titus. 
Philem = Philemon. 
2 He = Hebrews. 
J a = James. 

1 P, 2 P=l and 2 Peter. 
1 Jn, 2 Jn, 3 Jn = l, 2, 

and 3 John. 
Jude. 

Rev = Revelation. 
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 



III. English Versions 



Wye. =*Wyclif ■ Bible (NT e. 1380, OT c. 1382, 

Purvey*s Revision c. 1388). 
Tind. = Tindale's NT 1526 and 1534, Pent. 1530. 
Cov.=Coverdale's Bible 1535. 
Matt, or Rdg. = Matthew's (».«. prob. Rogers') 

Bible 1537. 

Cran. or Great=Cranmer*s 'Great* Bible 1539. 
Tav.=Taverner*s Bible 1539. 
Gen. -Genera NT 1657, Bible 1560. 



Bish. = Bishops' Bible 1568. 

Tora.=Tomson's NT 1676. 

Rhem. = Rhemish NT 1582. 

Dou. = Douay OT 1609. 

AV= Authorized Version 1611. 

A Vm — Authorized Version margin. 

RV= Revised Version NT 1881, OT 1885. 

RVm = Revised Version margin. 

EV=Auth. and Rev. Versions. 



IV. For the Literature 



AHT= Ancient Hebrew Tradition. 

A JSL = American Journal of Sem. Lang, and 

Literature. 
AJTh = American Journal of Theology. 
A T= Altea Testament. 
.R£ = Bampton Lecture. 
BM= British Museum. 
BRP= Biblical Researches in Palestine. 
CIG = Corpus Inscriptionum Gnecarum. 
CIL = Corpus Inscriptionum Latum rum. 
C/5= Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum. 
C0T= Cuneiform Inscriptions and the OT. 
DB = Dictionary of the Bible. 
EffH=E&T]j History of the Hebrews. 
(?.<4P= Geographic des alten Palastina. 
GO A = Gottingische Gelehrte Anzeigen. 
GGN= Nachnchten der konigl. Gesellschaft der 

Wissenschaften zu Gottingen. 
C/I^Geschichte des Jiidischen Volkes. 
G *//=Geschichte des Volkes Israel. 
HCM= Higher Criticism and the Monuments. 
i72?=Historia Ecclesiastica. 
HGHL = Historical Geog. of Holy Land. 
HI= History of Israel. 
HJP= History of the Jewish People. 
HPM= History, Prophecy, and the Monuments. 
HPN= Hebrew Proper Names. 
A7{7 = Israelitische und Jiidische Geschichte. 
JBL = Journal of Biblical Literature. 
JDTh= Jahrbiicher fur deutsche Theologie. 
JQB= Jewish Quarterly Review. 
JRA S= Journal of theKoyal Asiatic Society. 
J7?.L= Jewish Religious Life after the Exile. 
JThSt= Journal of Theological Studies. 
K AT =Die Keilinschriften und das Alte Test 
/TGi^KeilinBchriften u. Geschichtsforscliung. 
A"/jB=KeUinschrifUiche Bibliothek. 
ZC5i = Literarisches Central blatt. 
Z07'=Introd. to the Literature of the Old Test. 



NHWB= Neuhebraischos WOrterbuch. 

iVrZ(? = Neute8tamentliche Zeitgeschichte. 

0N= Otium Norvicense. 

OP = Origin of the Psalter. 

OTJC=The Old Test in the Jewish Church. 

PB= Polychrome Bible. 

PEF= Palestine Exploration Fund. 

PEFSt = Quarterly Statement of the same. 

PSBA = Proceedings of Soc. of BibL Archaeology. 

PRE = Real-Encyclopadie far protest Theologie 

and Kirche. 
QPB= Queen's Printers* Bible. 
#B = Revue Biblique. 
RE J = Revue des Etudes Juives. 
RP= Records of the Past 
RS= Religion of the Semites. 
5B0r=Saored Books of Old Test. 
<SJT=Studien and Kritiken. 
SP = Sinai and Palestine. 

S WP — Memoirs of the Survey of W. Palestine. 
ThL or ThLZ =TheoL Literaturzeitung. 
rA7*=Theol. Tiidschrift 
TS= Texts and Studies. 

TSBA = Transactions of Soc. of Bibl. Archaeology. 
TU =Texte nnd Untersuchungen. 
WA 1= Western Asiatic Inscriptions. 
WZKM=Wiener Zeitschrift ftir Kunde des 

Morgenlandes. 
ZA = Zeitschrift ftir Assyriologie. 
ZAW or Z^rP/=Zeitachrift fur die Alttest 

Wissenschaft 
ZDMG » Zeitschrift der Dentschen Morgen- 

landischen Gesellschaft. 
ZDPV= Zeitschrift des Deutschen Palastina- 

Vereins. 

ZKSF= Zeitschrift fur Keilschriftforschung. 
ZKW= Zeitschrift fur kirchliohe Wissenschaft. 
ZNT W= Zeitschrift far die Neatest Wissen- 
schaft. 



A small superior number designates the particular edition of the work referred to, as KA T*, LOT*. 



MAP IN VOLUME IV 
Canaan as divided among the Twelve Tribes 
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PLEROMA (x\-fipuna ; Lat. plcnitudo, supple- 
men turn, pleronia ; A V and KV ' fulness '). — A word 
of common Greek usage, which is raised to a semi- 
technical meaning in relation to God in certain 
books of the NT connected with Asia Minor (Ephe- 
sians, Colossians, John (prol.)). This meaning 
may have been given to it first by St. Paul ; but 
his absolute use of it in Col 1", without any 
explanation added, snggests that it was already 
in use among the false teachers against whom he 
is writing. Lightfoot conjectures that it had a 
Palestinian origin, representing the Hebrew k^d. 

The word itself is a relative term, capable of 
many shades of meaning, according to the subject 
with which it is joined and the antithesis to which 
it is contrasted. It denotes the result of the action 
of the verb icX-ripoZv ; but xX^poOf is either (a) to fill 
up an empty thing (e.g. Mt 13 48 ), or (b) to com- 
plete an incomplete thing (e.g. Mt 5 n ) ; and the 
verbal substantive in -/wi may express either (1) 
the objective accusative after the verb, ' the thing 
filled or completed,' or (2) the cognate accusative, 
' the state of fulness or completion, the fulfilment, 
the full amount,' resulting from the action of the 
verb (llo 11"* 13 10 15*, 1 Co 10 26 ). It may em- 
phasize totality in contrast to its constituent 
parts ; or fulness in contrast to emptiness (Kivu/ia) ; 
or completeness in contrast to incompleteness or 
deficiency (vffHpvua Col I s * 2 Co ll 9 , ijrrvna Ko ll 12 ). 
A further ambiguity arises when it is ioined with 
a genitive, which may be either subjective or 
objective, the fulness which one thing gives to 
another, or that which it receives from another. 

In its semi-technical application it is applied 
primarily to the perfection of Clod, the fulness of 
His Being, * the aggregate of the Divine attributes, 
virtues, energies ' ; this is used quite absolutely in 
Col I 19 [ep airy (iioKijatv irar rd xX^pw/ta xaroiKijaai), 
but f urt her defined ( 1 ) as xfiv t6 irXJipw/xa rrjt OcoTrjTos, 
'the whole completeness of the Divine nature,' in 
Col 2*, (2) as Tar rb xXiJpwjua tov dcov, 4 the whole 
(moral) perfection which is characteristic of God,' 
in Eph 3 19 . Secondarily, this same xXijpuvta is 
transferred to Christ ; it was embodied perma- 
nently in Him at the Incarnation (Col l 19 ) ; it still 
dwells permanently in His glorified Body, ip airy 
KarotKti aufiariKtit (Col 2") ; it is rb xXi)p«p:a tov 
XpurroG (Eph 4 ,s ), the complete, moral, and intel- 
lectual perfection to which Christians aspire and 
with which they are filled (Eph 4 13 , Col 2" iari iv 
airy vt-K\rpu[itvoi. Cf. Jn 1 M inrov xX^pw/zaros avrov 
V'« -rdtrret iX&pofier, where *\-fipwna is the state of 
Him who is xXiJpijt x*/"™* iXr]8flai, 1", cf. Lk 2 40 
rXnpovfitPOP acxpias). This indwelling emphasizes 
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the completeness with which the Son represents 
the Father ; it is the fulness of life which makes 
Him the representative, without other intermediary 
agencies, and ruler of the whole universe ; and it is 
the fulness of moral and intellectual perfection 
which is communicable through Him to man ; it 
is consistent with a gradual growth of human 
faculties (Lk 2**'), therefore with the phrase iavrbp 
iKifuaev of Ph 2 7 , which is perhaps intended as a 
deliberate contrast to it [KenosisJ. One further 
application of the phrase is made in Eph l 28 , where 
it is used of the Church, rb xXijpw/«i tov to, xdfra iv 
icaaip vXripovfttvov. Here the genitive is perhaps 
subjective— the fulness of Christ, His full embodi- 
ment, that fulness which He supplies to the 
Church— emphasizing the thoroughness wit h which 
the Church is the receptacle of His powers and 
represents Him on earth. The analogy of the 
other uses of the word with the genitive of the 
person (Eph 3' 9 4 13 ), and the stress throughout these 
books on Christians being tilled, by Christ (Eph 
3 19 4 U 5» Col 1" 8* Jn 1 1U 3 3 '), favours this 
view. But the genitive may be objective, 'the 
complement of Christ,' that which completes Him, 
which fills up by its activities the work which His 
withdrawal to heaven would have left undone, as 
the body completes the head. The analogy of the 
body, the stress laid on the action of the Church 
(Eph 3 10 - 2 '), St. Paul's language about, himself in 
Col l' u (ivravairX-qp^ rd vo-rtpiip.o,Ta tu>v OXtytwv tov 
Xpurrov), support this, and it is impossible to decide 
between the two. The former view has been most 
common since the thorough examination of the 
word by Eritzsche {Rom. ii. pp. 469 n".) and Light- 
foot {Col. ad lot: and Additional Note), and is still 
taken by von Soden (Hand-L'onim. ad loc.) and 
Macpherson (Exjionitor, 1890, pp. 462-472). But 
the latter view, which was that of Origen and 
Chrysostom, has been strongly advocated of late 
by Pfleiderer (Paulinism, ii. p. 172), T. K. Abbott 
{International Critical Comm. ad loc), and most 
fully J. A. Robinson (Expositor, 1898, pp. 241-239). 

Outside the NT the word occurs in Ignatius in a 
sense which is clearly influenced by the NT, and 
apparently in the meaning of the Divine fulness, 
as going forth and blessing and residing in the 
Church (Eph. Inscr. tj ivXoft\itAvjj ip jityidei 6eov 
xarpdi irXi]pilifuiTt, and Trail. Inscr. f)v Kai &air&£onai 
iv rip TXypunari, almost = i» Xpiarif [but see Light- 
foot, ad loc.]). 

In Gnosticism the use becomes yet more stereo- 
typed and technical, though its applications are still 
very variable. The Gnostic writers appeal to the 
use in the NT (e.g. lren. l. iii. 4), and the word 
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retains from it the sense of totality in confront to 
the constituent parts ; but the chief associations 
of w\iipw/xa in their systems are with Greek philo- 
sophy, and the main thought is that of a state of 
completeness in contrast to deficiency (vortpri/ia, 
Iren. I. xvi. 3; Hippol. vi. 31), or of the fulness of 
real existence in contrast to the empty void and 
unreality of mere phenomena (tcivwua, Iren. I. iv. 1 ). 
Thus in Cerin thus it expressed the fulness of the 
Divine Life out of wnich the Divine Christ 
descended upon the man Jesus at his baptism, 
and into which He returned (Iren. I. xxvi. 1, 
III. xi. 1, xvi. 1). In the Valentinian system it 
stands in antithesis to the essential incomprehen- 
sible Godhead, as 'the circle of the Divine attri- 
butes,' the various means by which God reveals 
Himself : it is the totality of the thirty a-ons or 
emanations which proceed from God, hut are 
separated alike from Him and from the material 
universe. It is at times almost localized, so that 
a thing is spoken of as 'within,' 'without,' 'above,' 
' below ' the Pleroma : more often it is the spirit- 
world, the archetypal ideal existing in the invisible 
heavens in contrast to the imperfect phenomenal 
manifestations of that ideal in the universe. Thus 
* the whole- Pleroma of the reons 'contributes each 
its own excellence to the historic Jesiw, and He 
appears on earth ' as the perfect beauty and star 
of the Pleroma' (reAeu/raTor xdAXos *ai &<rrpov tov 
■w\i)ptS)ixaT(n, Iren. I. xi. 6). Again, each separate 
neon is called a w\i}/>a>/xa in contrast to its earthly 
imperfect counterpart, so that in this sense the 
plural can be used, TrXriptipMra (Iren. I. xiv. 2) ; and 
even each individual has his or her Pleroma 
or spiritual counterpart (to rX^pw^ui avrrjs of the 
Samaritan woman, — Heracleon, ap. Origen, xiii. 
p. 205 ; ap. Stieren's Irenatus, p. 950). Similarly 
it was used by Ophite writers as equivalent to 
the full completeness of perfect knowledge (Pistis 
Sophia, p. 15). It thus expressed the various 
thoughts which we should express by the God- 
head, the ideal, heaven ; and it is probably owing 
to this ambiguity, as well as to its heretical associa- 
tions, that the word dropped out of Christian theo- 
logy. It is still used in its ordinary untechnical 
meaning, e.g. Theophylact (p. 530) speaks of the 
Trinity as *\-/ipupa rod 6tov ; but no use so technical 
as that in Ignatius reappears. 

For fuller details el. Suicer's Thesaurus, s.v. ; 
Lightfoot, Col. (' Colossian Heresy' and Additional 
Note); Smith's Diet. Christ. Biogr. s.vo. 'Gnosti- 
cism,' 'Valentinus'; Cambridge Texts and Studies, 
i. 4, p. 105. W. Lock. 

PLOUGH, PLOUGHSHARE. — See AGRICULTURE 
in vol. i. p. 49. 

PLUMBLINE, PLUMMET.— A line or cord with 
a heavy weight attached, used by masons when 
erecting a building, to ascertain if the walls are 
perpendicular. The plumbiine used by the Syrian 
masons is a cord passing freely through a hole in 
the centre of a cylindrical piece of wood about 3 in. 
long ; at one end of the cord is a hollow cone of 
copper filled with lead. The cord is fastened to a 
ring inserted into the centre of the base of the cone- 
shaped plummet, the diameter of the base being 
the same as the length of the cylinder of wood. 
One end of the piece of wood is applied to the face 
of the wall, and the plummet is allowed to descend 
slowly. If the rim of the base just touches the 
surface of the stones the wall is peri>endicular. 
Several Heb. words are rendered plummet or 
plumbiine. 1. literally, a stone, probably 
showing that the original plummet was a sus- 
pended stone, Is 34". In Zee 4 10 the expression 
r"tjg (see Nownck, ad lor.), a stone of tin, a 
plummet, is used. 2. Am T 7 - 8 . The etymology 



of this word is doubtful. There are similar words 
in cognate languages for * lead,' ' tin ' (cf. Oxf. Heb. 
Lex. s.v.). 8. nVpfp in 2 K 21", njjtfp Is 28", a 
weight. In all the Scripture references to ' plum- 
met ' or ' plumb-line,' the term is used metaphori- 
cally, e.g. in Am 7 8 , where J" is to set a plummet in 
the very midst of His people {i.e. apply to it a 
crucial moral test), and whatever does not conform 
to its standard will be destroyed (Driver, ad loe.). 

Oarslaw 

POCHERETH - HAZZEBAIM. — Amongst the 
'children of Solomon's servants' who returned 
with Zerubbabel are mentioned the o'.yn rnyfc 
Ezr 2 57 =Neh 7 M (Q':?»n 'fi MJ). The LXX, mis- 
understanding the passage, divides into two proper 
names (in Ezr B viol $acp&0, viol ' A<re/9«ei», A *a«/xl0, 
'Affefiutln ; in Neh B viol 4>cura/>rf0, viol Za/Saet/t, 
A . . . *axap40 . . . ). In 1 Es 5" the LXX has 
viol taxaoiB 2a/3(e)/ij. See PHACARETH. The Heb. 
pochereth-hazfebaim means ' hunter of gazelles.' 

J. A. Selbie. 

POET. — Only Ac 17* 8 ' As certain even of youi 
own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.' 
By 'your own poets' (ol ko.0' v/xa% [WH inarg. iuuii 
after B, 33 etc,, Copt.] ronptf) Lightfoot thinks 
St. Paul meant poets belonging to the same school 
as his Stoic audience (Dissertations on Apost. 
Age, p. 288 f.). The words have been traced to 
Cleanthes' Hymn to Zeus, 5, where we read, ' For 
Thine offspring are we (ix aov yap "vivos iotUv), 
therefore will I hymn Thy praises and sing Thy 
might forever. Thee all this universe which rolls 
about the earth obeys, wheresoever Thou dost 
guide it, and gladly owns Thy sway.' Than in 
this ' sublime hymn',' says Lightfoot (Dissert, p. 
306), 'heathen devotion seldom or never soars 
higher.' Cleanthes belongs to the 4th cent. B.c. 
The exact words of St. Paul's quotation (tov yap 
xal y4vo% io-pAv) have been found in another Stoic's 
writings, the Phenomena of Aratus of Soli (of the 
3rd cent. B.C.), and the form of the apostle's 
expression, 'some of your own poets,' may mean 
that he knew the words to be found in more than 
one poet. 

In 1 Co 15 ss and Tit l 18 quotations have been 
discovered from other Greek poets, but they par- 
take rather more of the character of common 
proverbs than the quotation from Cleanthes or 
Aratus. The first (ipOtlpovciv fjdif xM ^' o/u\uu 
Kauai) has been traced to the Thais of Menander, a 
comic poet of the 3rd cent. B.C. The line is 
iambic trimeter, and the form x/*V" of the TK 
is necessary for the scansion ; xPWr* >«» however, 
the form in almost all MSS, and adopted by 
almost all editors, so that the feeling for the 
metre of the line was not present when the apostle 
wrote. The second (Kprjres ifl fevarai., kcuco. Orjpia, 
yaffripet dpyal) is a complete hexameter verse, and 
conies from the Uepl x^c/uSr of Epimenides, who 
lived about B.C. 600. It is also found in the Hymn 
to Zeus of Callimachus. 

These fragments of Greek verse exhaust the 
poetry (if the word is to be used in its usual con- 
notation) of the NT. It is extremely probable, 
however, that many of our Lord's sayings were 
cast in the forms of Hebrew poetry. See the 
articles by Briggs on ' The Wisdom of Jesus the 
Messiah' in the Expos. Times, vol. viii. (1897) 
pp. 393ff., 452 ff., 492ff, vol. ix. (1898) 69 ff., and 
less fully in his Study of Holy Scripture (1899), 
p. 373 ff. J.Hastings. 

POETRY (HEBREW).— 

Introduction, 
i. The Form of Heb. poetrr. 

A. Poems written in Prop*. 

B. Poems written in Vene. 

1. The External evidence. 
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SL The rules for the form of Heb. poetry: (a) the 
line ; (fc) the verse ; (c) parallelism ; (tf) metre : 
the Ifinah and other kinds of verse ; («) the 
scale for the lines ; if) strophes ; (g) subordi- 
nate matters of form, 
ii. The Material of Heb. poetry. 

A. The different species of poetry. 

B. The employment of poetry. 

L Folk-poetry : (a) in famjly life ; (6) in the life of 
the community ; (e) in the religious life ; (d) in 
the national life. 

2. The poetry of the Prophets. 

8. Artistic poetry. 

Poems are works of art, whose substratum is 
supplied by human speech. Since they make their 
impression only through oral utterance, which from 
it* very nature dies away, they require for their 
jierpetuation— differing in this from the works of 
plastic art — the medium of writing. By the signs 
of the latter they can afterwards be reproduced 
with more or less fidelity, in proportion to the 
sufficiency of the system of writing and the state 
of preservation of the script in which it has reached 
us. Like every work of art, the poem has for its 
chief source the creative imagination of its author ; 
in every instance a strong element of invention 
enters into its construction. Its aim is aesthetic 
enjoyment, it seeks to work upon the senses, the 
emotions, the imagination, of the hearer. An 
ulterior purpose, namely, to influence directly the 
will and conduct of those who happen to make 
acquaintance with the poem, is, strictly speaking, 
outside the scope of poetry, as of art in general. 
But although a discourse whose interest is judicial, 
political, or social, has certainly, in spite of all the 
rhetorical art expended upon it, no claim to be 
called a poem, yet the border-line is a shifting 
one. There are edifying, didactic, political com- 
positions, which in spite of their underlying 
' tendency ' do not cease to be poems in the fullest 
sense, while the claim of others to this title may 
be disputed. 

The aim of poetry may be reached without the 
employment of special, external, palpable means 
such as distinguish the language of poetry from 
that of daily use. There are poems free from the 
trammels of verse, composed in simple prose, nay, 
in recent times the employment of the prose form 
in poetry is more common than that of verse. 
This is trie case above all with the drama, and in 
the next place with the epos in the form of the 
novel ; it is only for lyric poetry that the use of 
the prose form constitutes a great exception." In 
ancient times the employment of verse was the 
rule for every species of poetry ; where the prose 
form prevails, it will generally be found to be in 
compositions which lie upon the dubious border- 
line referred to above. 

The question whether poetry has a place in the 
Holy Scriptures could be raised as long as men 
held fast to the strict verbal inspiration doctrine. 
From that standpoint the admixture of so strongly 
human and subjective an element might appear to 
contradict the purely Divine ami objective origin 
of the words of the Bible. Better knowleclge 
now teaches us that no device of human language 
is to be declared incapable of employment in 
Scripture. Yet poetry will not be the rule there, 
for neither of the two collections of books that 
make up the Bible is arranged from the point of 
view of art, but from that of religious value ; they 
are collections not of national belles lettres but of 
Sacred Writings. At the same time, however, the 
Old Testament embraces all that has come down to 
us of the literature of the people of Israel in its 
early days, so that for our knowledge of the 
poetry and the poetical art of the ancient Hebrews 
we have to turn solely to this collection of their 
Sacred Writings. 

• Cf. e.g. Hardenberg (Novalis), Hynmen on die Naeht. 



1. The Form of Hebrew Poetry.— A. Poems 
WRITTEN IN PROSE. — Prose-poems are not absent 
from the OT, yet the border-lines for their re- 
cognition are hard to draw. If all fiction could 
be called poetry, then the tale of the woman of 
Tekoa (2 S 14 s " 7 ) would have to be included in this 
category, and still more the story told by the 
prophet Nathan (2 S 12'-*). But in both these 
narratives we have simply rhetorical artifices, both 
give themselves out in the first instance as bare 
statements of actual occurrences. It is otherwise 
with Jotham's fable (Jg J) 8 * ), which presents itself 
within the framework of his address as a didactic 
composition, and is to be placed on the same plane 
as the parables of Jesus in the New Testament. 
The Books of Jonah, Ruth, Esther, and the Daniel 
narratives in Dn 1-6, are regarded by modern OT 
science as products of Jewish novel-writing, of 
which further instances, outside the Canon, have 
come down to us in the Books of Judith, Tobit, 
2 Maccabees, etc.* But their quality as poetry 
stands and falls with the verdict reached by criti- 
cism, for, the moment their contents are declared 
to be historical, they lose all claim to this title. 
In any case, it is to oe observed that these prose- 
poems one and all belong to a late period ; but, on 
the other hand, the prologue and the epilogue of 
the Book of Job, which in contradistinction from 
the speeches in chs. 3-41 are composed in prose, 
show that the date alone does not decide the pro- 
cedure in this matter. The reason for this differ- 
ence of form will have to be examined below (see 
pp. 9" and 10*). 

B. POEMS WRITTEN IS VERSE. — I. The External 
Evidence. — Far more prominent are the poems 
composed in verse, and of these alone we mean 
to speak in what follows. That the ancient Hebrews 
possessed and consciously employed in poetry pre- 
scribed poetical forms constructed for that special 
purpose, may be proved with certainty from the 
OT itself. The evidence i6 found first of all in the 
peculiar expressions used to designate poetry, the 
poet and his activity (cf. especially the roots "Jro 
and tp), in the application of these peculiar terms 
to certain compositions (cf. the numerous intro- 
ductions and superscriptions, such as Ex I5 1 , Jg 5 1 , 
Nu 21 17 -* 7 ), in the statement that certain passages 
were recited to the accompaniment of music, and 
sometimes of dancing, e.g. Ex 15 ,J0 , IS 18" ; cf. 
also many of the titles of the Psalms. We are 
carried a point beyond this by the alphabetical 
poems, in which equal poetical units are clearly 
separated from one another through their initial 
letters being arranged so as to form the Heb. 
alphabet. Most important are Pss 111 and 112, in 
which each several line bears a new letter, and 
next to these are to be reckoned those poems in 
which, like Pss 25. 34. 145, Pr 31 10 M , a letter is given 
to each verse. The Synagogue tradition (Sliabbath 
1036, Sopherim, ch. 12 ; cf. Strack, Prolegom. crit. 
in Vet. Test. Heb. p. 80) at least testifies to and 
enjoins the writing in distinct lines of the songs 
Ex 15, Dt 32, Jg 5, 2 S 22, no doubt because these 
are called 'songs' in the titles they bear. But 
this is to recognize expressly the poetical form of 
these passages. 

2. The rules for the form of Heb. poetry. — a. 
The line. — Far more uncertain than the fact that 
the Hebrews possessed a form of composition 
specially devised for use in poetry is the question 
as to the rules of this form, or, in other words, as 
to the metrical system of the ancient Hebrews. 
On this subject there is no tradition worthy of the 
name, rather must the laws of Heb. metre be 
deduced from the poems themselves. Fortunately, 

• Cf. C. A. Briggs (General Introd. to Study of Holy Scripture, 
New York, 1809, p. 341 ff.), who calls these books ' prose works 
of the imagination.' 
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there are two factors that from the first stand 
out as indubitably established. The first of these 
is the line (<rrt'xos), externally authenticated, as 
has just been said, by Pss 111 and 112, as well as 
by the circumstance that in the MSS some poems 
are written stichically, and latterly also by the 
newly discovered fragments of the Heb. Sirach, 
which are likewise written in stichoi. It is the 
fundamental rule of all metrical composition, the 
one indispensable condition, that the continuous 
How of the discourse should be divided into short 
word-groups, which, as far as the sense is con- 
cerned, have a certain independence. It is only 
in highly developed forms of poetry that the inde- 
j>endence of the lines, in this matter of the sense, 
is more or less superfluous. The limit for the 
length of these lines is one imposed by nature, 
namely, that each line should be capable of being 
pronounced in a single easy breath. Such lines 
detach themselves from one another with perfect 
clearness in all the poetical parts of the OT, and 
there cannot be a moment's doubt that it is not the 
logic of the discourse but an artificial design that 
has divided t he flow of the language in this way. In 
Hebrew, especially, the end of the line uniformly 
coincides with a break in the sense, and even the 
accentuation of our texts is seldom wrong as to 
the correct division. It is possible to have poems 
which employ no other method as to their form 
than such a separation into the briefest units 
that give a complete sense, although these do not 
stand in an exact rhythmical relation to one another 
or mutually unite themselves into uniform groups. 
This is exemplified, for instance, in a number of 
Goethe's finest poems, such as Der Gesany der 
Gcitter iiber den IVassern, Grenzen der Menschhe.it, 
Ganym-,d, Prometheus, etc. 

b. The verse. — As well established as the line is 
the second higher poetical unit, the verse. In 
Heb. poetry a plurality of lines, in by far the 
majority of instances two of these, regularly com- 
bine to'form a verse. This unit is likewise wit- 
nessed to by tradition. The sign for the close of 
the verse (the double |>oint piso »pD) is undoubtedly 
the earliest addition made to the consonantal text, 
and is handed down along with the latter, where 
accents, vowels, and diacritical points are wanting. 
The division by cpico is already witnessed to in the 
Mishna [Megiunh iv. 4). The verse-division, to be 
sure, is not confined to the poetical sections of the 
OT, but is carried through everywhere. But it 
is a circumstance of extreme importance that in 
the poetical sections the verse - divider does not 
stand at the close of each stichos, but regularly 
(with extremely rare exceptions) includes several 
of these. And though it happens frequently that 
several metrical verses are combined in a single 
Massoretic verse, on the other hand it is one of 
the rarest occurrences to find the verse - divider 
wrongly separating stichoi of the same verse from 
one another. 

c. Parallelism.— The connecting agency, how- 
ever, which unites the verse-members so as to form 
the verse, was not clearly recognized and defined 
till last century. The merit of this belongs to 
Bishop Lowth in his epoi h-niaking hook, Dc surra 
poesi Ilebrtrorum, which appeared in the same year 
(1753) as Astruc's Conjectures. There in his Pra- 
lectio xix., p. 237,* he hays: — 

' Poetic* sententiarum eompositio maximum partem constat 
In n-qualitate, ao similitudine <|iiadam. *!e* /Htralle/iiimo, mem- 
brornni nijusquc periodi, ita ut in duobus plennnque inembris 
res rebus, verbis verba, quasi demensa et paria respondeant.' 

From this passage came the term pnrallelismus 
msmbronim, which has since then been generally 

• Compare with this the more detailed discussion in the Pre- 
lim'narn DinvHation to Lowth'* works on Isaiah, 1778 [German 
by Koppe, 1779 ff.J. 



employed. We have to do here not with a formal 
contrivance like rhyme, assonance, alliteration, 
regularly changing length of the lines (cf. the 
dactylic distich), but with a connexion by means 
of the sense, which finds its full expression only in 
parallelism, and, at the same time, in parallelism 
separates itself from what precedes and what 
follows. Lowth continues quite correctly — 

' Ou» res multos quidem gradus habet, multam varietatem, 
ut alias occuratior et apertior, alias solutior et obscurior ait ' ; 

but by distinguishing three kinds of parallelism, 
synonymous, antithetic, and synthetic, as well 
as by the very name 'parallelism,' which was 
capable of being misunderstood, he contributed at 
the same time to encourage too narrow a con- 
ception of the phenomenon.* Nor is it any ad- 
vantage to complete the scheme, as H. hwald 
in particular has sought to do ; all this has 
only a casual value as compared with the general 
principle established, that the individual slichoi, 
which themselves each form a unit of sense, com- 
bine in the verse to form a larger unit. The 
passible variety of relation between the stichoi is 
endless. 

A wider background for this phenomenon has 
lately been gained by observing that the same 
rule holds good in the poetry of the ancient Baby- 
lonians and Assyrians, and, perhaps in a leas de- 
veloped form, also in that of the ancient Egyptians. 
Schrader t assumes that Israel took over this prin- 
ciple, along with much else, from Mesopotamia, 
and Briggs (op. ext. p. 368) also considers this 
extremely probable. Still the possibility remains 
that this poetical rule is the common heritage of a 
large group of the nations of antiquity. X 

It is radically wrong to see in the parallelism 
merely a rhetorical phenomenon, and to disregard 
it accordingly, as need may be, in conducting metri- 
cal investigations. In this way one overlooks the 
fact that the parallelism is founded on the previous 
separation of the sticlioi. It is possible, ot course, 
to take the sense-parallelism and apply it to a prose 
composition, at the same time dispensing with a 
uniform separation into lines, and in this way to 
weaken it down to a purely rhetorical form, but, 
when coupled with that separation, the parallelism 
assumes the character of a fixed device of art. 
The best proof of this is found in the circumstance 
that for nearly 2000 years men felt and recognized 
the Psalms and other poetical portions of the OT 
to be poems, without naving any clear conscious- 
ness of the device employed to constitute them so. 
It is a specially happy providence that this device 
is so connected with the contents that it had practi- 
cally to be handed down along with these. 

* Still the distinguishing of three possibilities has a certain 
logical value. In the unpublished second part of the present 
writer's Akadcmische AntrittirwrUsung, 1873 (cf. SK, 1871, 
p. 704, Anm.), an attempt is made to explain the paralMismm 
by going back to the word blfZ as a term for poetical discourse. 
If this Heb. word means originally 'comparison, likeness,' 
bipartition and parallelism And their ground in the nature of 
the case. The result of a comparison may be one or other of 
three kinds. It may disclose (1) equality or resemblance, e.y. 
Pr 10 s8 111* 22. » i (2) inequality, unlikcness, or opposition, e.g. 
Pr 101-*, (3) a more or lew, a better or worse, etc., by which a 
movement, a progress is given, e.g. Pr 129 1516- 17 i(j8 171 191 1 as 
also lis' 16". There can be hardly any doubt that the parallel 
verse exhibits its greatest independence and purest development 
in the various apophthegms of Pr 10ff., which all fall under this 
threefold scheme. The circumstance that, at least in their 
written form, these belong to the later products of Hebrew 
literature, is certainly no adequate objection to the view put 
forward in the above-cited lecture, that the fundamental rule for 
the form of Heb. poetry in borrowed from the ajtophthegm. Yet 
it is so hoiteless a task to reach any probable pronouncement 
regarding these first beginnings that the present writer is no 
longer disposed to maintain that former view. 

t His article in the Jahrb.J. prot. Theol. i. (1876) p. 121 ff., is 
still well worthy of study. 

2 Cf. W. Max MUUerj Die LUbetpoesie der alien JEgypUr, 
1889, p. 10, Anm. 1. 
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d. Metre : the $inah and other kinds of verse. 

— From what has just been said, it is self-evident 
that the length of the lines is not a matter of in- 
difference. These must be fashioned in a certain 
uniform relation to one another, in order to pro- 
duce the impression of rhythmic units. The sure 

f»roof that the Heb. poet consciously fixed the 
ength of the lines is found in the circumstance 
that for a special occasion that presented itself in 
the life of the people he uniformly chose a special 
length of line. This is established in the case of 
the nj'P, the Hebrew lament for the dead, i.e. the 
songs which women as mourners (fflripq Jer 9 14 ) 
sang at funerals in ancient Israel. These were 
uniformly composed in verses of two members, the i 
length of the hrst of which stands to that of the 
second in the proportion of 3:2, giving rise to a 
peculiar limping rhythm, in which the second 
member as it were dies away and expires. These 
verses are very sharply distinguished from the 
others, in which equal length of verse-menil>er8 in 
the same verse is the rule. For proof of the cor- 
rectness of these observations the present writer's 
art, 'Das hebraische Klogelied' in ZATW, 1882, 

1>p. 1-52, may still suffice, if it be read with care, 
t will not ao either to unite the two unequal 
stic/tai into a single ' long line,' or to pronounce it 
a matter of indifference whether the longer line 
comes first or last.* Equally established beyond 
all doubt is the original connexion of this kind of 
verse with the popular lament for the dead. 
When Briggs (op. cit. p. 381) says, 'there is no 
propriety in the name,' and, further, supposes that 
the name was given to it by the present writer 
' because apparently he first noticed it in the Book 
of Lamentations,' the one remark is as mistaken 
as the other. The second of the two merely proves 
that Briggs has not followed our argument, which 
is founded rather upon the fact that the prophets, 
whenever they introduce the mourning women 
si making in person (Jer J)"*-'* 38 K ),t or when they 
themselves in their 63'mbolical actions assume 
the role of the mourning women (Am 5', Ezk 19, 
etc.), uniformly choose this measure. X The objec- 
tion that David does not employ it in his lament 
for Saul and Jonathan (2 S V n -) can be urged 
only by one who holds that David meant to 
take tne place of the mourning women at the 
obsequies, or to attach himself to their lamenta- 
tions. And when Grimme {lor. cit. p. 549) suggests 
that the earliest employment or this measure 
should rather be sought for in the oracles of the 
priests, not only must we first wait for proof that 
the ancient oracles were composed in it,§ but must 
ask, further, which was the earlier in Israel, the 
funeral or the oracle, and whether it is likely that 
this form of verse was originally learned by the 
mourning women from the lips of the priests as 
they pronounced their oracles, to be afterwards 

* Both these things hove been done recently by Grim me 
(ZDMO, 1896, p. 545 f.). The examples he adduces in justi- 
fication of his procedure appear to us to be altogether in- 
adequate. Some of them ore due to faulty scansion, in others 
a false length is given to the lines by a wrong division of the 
context, some are cited from a corrupt unemended text, others 
are to be explained in accordance with ZATW ii. p. 7, No. 3. 
No agreement seems possible between the present writer and 
Grimme, for not only would this necessitate the acceptance of 
the metrical system of the latter, but Grinime's ' fUnf-hebiger 
Vers' i* something quite different from the kinah verse. 

t Cf. ZATW, 1883, p. 299 ff. 

: Grimme {ZDMO, 1897, p. 693) declares that one might as 
well assert that the Greek nexameter is properly a mourning 
strain because it is in it that the women lament for the dead 
Hector. Yes, no doubt, were it not that the rest of the Iliad 
also is written in hexameters. In the same place he seeks to 
prove that Jer 9>- 18 is wholly composed in the Ifinnh measure, 
but his argument breaks down completely. Only 8 a -9 s was 
originally an independent poem in this measure. 

f The examples which Grimme (ZDMO, 1897, p. 707 f.) brings 
forward and scans exactly (Gn 25» 27*". »9f.) may be, according 
to his system, pentameters, but they have nothing whatever to 
do with the 'mounting verse' noted by the present writer. 



copied from the women by the prophets. Woman 
is the most conservative of all social forces, and if 
even at the present day in an Arab nursery the 
kinah verse is still to be heard from the lips of the 
mother (as reported by Snouck-Hurgronje), there 
is nothing more probable than that in this a re- 
collection has been preserved of a time when it 
was par excellence the verse of women.* 

But now that it has been thus shown that in 
one particular case Hebrew poets consciously fixed 
the length of their verses and shaped it accord- 
ingly, we must conclude that in the case of other 
verses (or lines) as well they had a clear conscious- 
ness of one or more different lengths. And, as a 
matter of fact, examination shows that throughout 
wide tracts the individual lines have the usual 
length of the first member of the kinah verse ; 
amongst others this is by far the predominating 
length all through the Book of Job. Elsewhere 
we may observe a longer line than the prevailing 
one, something like double the length of the 
shorter kinah line. 

e. The scale for the lines.— But although one 
cannot avoid recognizing the facts just mentioned, 
it yet remains a very difficult task to determine 
the scale by which the Heb. poet measured the 
length of his lines. Here conies in the attempt 
to establish a metrical system for Heb. poetry, 
which during the last centuries has again and again 
attracteil amateurs and scholars. The theories 
put forward as the basis of this system exhaust 
all the possibilities that are to hand, and at the 
present day almost all of them still stand unrecon- 
ciled side by side. Some have counted, marked 
quantity, accented, or combined the first or the 
second of these processes with the last. Others have 
taken now the syllable and now the word as the 
fundamental unit. Others have sometimes been 
content to take the traditional pronunciation with 
the vocalization and accentuation, and to interpret 
metrically, and reduce to rule what lies before us 
in the Massoretic text. At other times, upon the 
ground of a fixed theory, all liberties with the text 
have been considered allowable, the accent has 
been shifted, the vocalization altered in whole or 
in part, and changes of the consonantal text pro- 
posed to a greater or less extent. Systems have 
been constructed, which leave much licence open, 
licence partly of a purely arbitrary kind and 
nartly in strict subordination to the system ; there 
have been other systems, again, which permit no 
deviation to the fight hand or to the left, but 
yield metres carried through with the utmost 
rigour. Space forbids our going into all these 
manifold attempts, nor does the case require it. t 
We must confine ourselves to a brief description 
of the most important of the systems put forward 
at present, indicating at the same time the diffi- 
culties involved, and we shall finally draw a number 
of conclusions whose probability we believe it 
necessary to maintain. 

J. Lcyt operates with the word-accent. Every 
word that conveys an idea has a tone-syllable, 
certain words may have more than one. Every 
tone-syllable forms, along with the preceding un- 
accented syllables and the following syllable of 
the falling tone, one metre. The number of un- 

• For the later history of the kinah measure in the OT cf. the 
present writer's art. ' The Folk-Song of Israel in the mouth of 
the Prophets' in The Mew World, 1893, p. 28 fT. 

t Of-, for the earlier attempts, Saalschutz, Von der Form der 
heb. Poetie, 1825 ; Buddc, ' (Jeber vermeintliche nietrisi-he 
Formen in der heb. Poesie," in SK, 187* ; Briggs, General Intro- 
duction, p. 361 ff. All the modern systems ore fully explained 
and criticised in Ed. Konig's Stilittii:, lUietorik, Poetize, etc., 
1900. 

{ Grundzuge. de* Rhythmtu, dr.* Vert- und Strophenbauet in 
der heb. Poesie, 1875, Leit/aden der Mrtrik der heb. f'oerie, 1887, 
and a great number of articles in various periodicals. Ley tun 
constantly sought to perfect his system. 
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accented syllables makes no difference, so that a 
significant word of a single syllable may have the 
same metrical value as a whole series of syllables. 
The kind of verse is determined by the number 
of such metres, as pentameter, hexameter, octa- 
meter, decameter, and, further, assumes a much 
greater variety of forms through the possibility of 
divers caesuras. The unit ('verse') for Ley (1887) 
is the verse formed by parallel lines ; the caesuras 
serve to divide the individual lines from one 
another. In this way it becomes possible to unite 
lines of very different lengths in the same verse. 
Ley accepts the traditional vocalization and accen- 
tuation, but has lately proposed a moderate number 
of changes of the text. 

G. Bickell * applies the Syriac metre to the OT, 
holding the next to the last syllable, as in Syriac, 
to be as a rule the tonic one, and frequently 
altering the vowel-pronunciation. He counts the 
syllables of each line, and then makes rises and 
falls interchange with perfect regularity, in such 
a way that all lines with an even number of 
syllables are trochaic, and all with an odd number 
iambic. He everywhere ends by carrying through 
with the utmost exactness the metre assumed, and 
in order to reach this result proposes numerous 
alterations on the consonantal text, when the 
liberties taken with the vowel-pronunciation prove 
insufficient. 

H. Grim me t bases his system upon a new theory 
of the accent and the vowels, which alwve all 
attributes to the vowel-signs a very different value 
from that assigned to them on the doctrine held 
in other quarters. He thus abides by the tra- 
ditional written signs, but understands them quite 
differently. His metrical system is at once quan- 
titative and accentual. It is quantitative, because, 
in accordance with an ingeniously curried out 
system of 'mora;, , he attributes to each syllable 
and to each syllabic beat a definite quantity, a 
definite number of 'morat' (Lat. mora, 'lapse of 
time,' 'stop'). Every final principal-tone syllable 
of a ' Sprechtakt ' counts as a rise ; whether other 
syllables are to be reckoned rises or not is deter- 
mined by counting, according to fixed rules, the 
value of the 'jnorw' of the syllables which fall 
within the same sphere. The number of rises 
determines the species of verse, (irimme recog- 
nizes verses (i.e. lines) with 2, 3, 4, 5 rises, but the 
verse with 2 rises occurs only as an accompanying 
metre to that with 4 and 5 rises. Orimme, like 
Ley, is relatively sparing in the matter of changes 
of the text. 

All the above systems are worked out with 
extreme care, and in the opinion of their authors 
leave no unexplained residuum. The earliest two 
(those of Ley and Bickell) have each found many 
adherents, the third is yet too recent to have done 
so. Still, in the majority of instances, perhaps 
even without exception, the declarations of ad- 
herence given in by other writers have regard 
merely to the acceptance of a metrical system 
and to principles, but not to the complete systems 
elaborated by their respective authors. Thus 
C. A. Briggs, the principal English - speaking 
champion of Hebrew metre, declares that his 
views 'correspond in the main with those of 
Ley.' J A similar attitude towards Duhm (i.e. 
Bickell) is assumed by Cheyne.§ As a matter of 

* Metrieet tribliere regttlm exempli* Uluttrata, 1879, Carmina 
veterit tettamenti met rice, 1882, and a great number ot later 
publications in which he introduces many changes and im- 
provements on his earlier attempt* at scansion. 

t'Abriss der biblisch-hebraischen Mctrik,' in ZDMO, 1896, 
pp. 529-5S4 ; 1897, pp. «8»-712, etc. ; cf. his book Grundziige der 
heb. Accent- und I ocallehre. Collectanea Friburgensia, fasc. v, 
Freiburg- i. d. Schweiz, 1896. 

; General Introduction, p. S70, where at the same time an 
account is given of Briggs' earlier metrical contributions. 

I In Haupfs SHOT, 'Isaiah,' p. 78. 



fact, in these systems the leading possibilities are 
represented in such a way that everyone will feel 
himself more or less in sympathy with one view 
or another. 

The circumstance that theories so diametrically 
opposed are able time after time to maintain them- 
selves side by side, and that each of them can be 
held up as the infallibly correct one, is due to the 
peculiarly unfavourable conditions under which 
we have to work in this matter, (a) We have to 
do with a text originally written without vowels, 
and whose living sound was first marked at a very 
late period by additional points and lines. One is 
entitled to question the correctness of this vowel- 
pronunciation and accentuation, and there will be 
a disposition to draw the boundaries of this in- 
correctness narrower or wider according to the 
needs of a metrical system, without its being 
possible for an opponent to adduce conclusive 
evidence in favour of the contrary position, (b) It 
is equally certain that the consonantal text of the 
OT lias suffered seriously, not only through mis- 
takes hut frequently also through conscious well- 
intentioned editing. * Since the latter was always 
undertaken from religious points of view and 
would have little regard to the artistic form of 
the poems included in the collection of Sacred 
Writings, its employment must have been fraught 
with specially serious issues in the sphere with 
which we are dealing. Here again it is impossible 
to set objective limits to the changes which, upon 
the ground of an assumed metre, may be proposed 
with a view to the restoration of the original text. 
But, on the other hand, a metrical system which 
finds an easy application to the traditional text, 
including all the disfigurations it has under- 
gone in the course of time, only shows by this 
that it is itself untenable, (c) Finally, all in- 
formation about the music of the ancient Hebrews 
has been lost to us. But music was originally 
always combined with poetry, and protected the 
metrical form, just as, on the other hand, it helped 
what was defective.* This aid, too, we must 
entirely dispense with. 

Under such conditions subjectivity finds here 
an open field without any sure boundaries. But 
this awakens the imagination and fires the courage. 
Besides, we have here to do with a subject akin 
to mathematics, a subject giving scoi»e for playing 
with numbers. It is a fact perhaps too little 
observed, that all departments of study akin to 
this offer a special incentive to the ingenuity. We 
need only recall the subject of Chronology. One 
must have at some time gone deeply for himself into 
the question of Hebrew metre and triumphed over 
the temptation to lose oneself there, before he can 
understand the attraction wielded by such specu- 
lations. Since the present writer has had this 
experience he has no finished metrical system to 
otter, nor can he attach himself unreservedly to 
any of the others that have been proposed, al- 
though he cheerfully concedes that to each of the 
above-named champions of metre we are indebted 
for much stimulus and help. He can therefore 
merely indicate what he considers probable, and 
emphasize some points which appear to him worthy 
of attention. 

( 1 ) As regards the scale for the length of the lines, 
the vastly preponderating probability appears to 
belong to the theory of Ley, who counts the 
'rises' without taking account of the 'falls.' In 
favour of this there is first of all the practice of 
vowelless writing, with irregular, in olden times 
doubtless very sparing, introduction of the vowel- 
letters, as contrasted with the regular employment 

* Cf. W. Max Miiller, Liebenpnerie der alten .EgyjXer, p. 11 : 
' We, scanning Epigoni, forget only too often that the lost 
melody was the main thing.' 
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of these for the long vowels in Arabic. An exact 
measurement of a verse by syllables could hardly 
have been carried out with such a method of writ- 
ing, and, conversely, if it came into use, it must 
in course of time have brought about a correspond- 
ing transformation of the writing. Further, great 
weight must be laid upon the circumstance that 
the lines (stichoi) in Hebrew are without exception 
separated from one another by the sense. Where a 
perfectly exact, rigorously self-asserting system of 
metre is used, in course of time the separating of 
units of sense into single lines comes to be regarded 
as superfluous, and the sense flows over from one 
line into another. We may compare, for instance, 
classical hexameters or ode-measure, and modern 
rhyming verse. The same view is favoured if we 
compare the Bab. -Assyrian and Egyptian poetical 
methods which, so far as one can yet see, are 
likewise to be brought under the above rule.* In 
general it may be added that a comparison ought 
to be made neither with extremely refined systems 
like the classical, nor decaying ones like the 
Syrian, but with primitive systems, even if these 
stand ethnologically far apart. The two-membered 
alliterative verse of the ancient Germans, which 
likewise takes account only of rises, appears to us 
to present the closest analogy, when, that is to 
say, it is looked at from the purely formal point 
of view, and without regard to the peculiar device 
by which the lines are connected. 

(2) As regards the non-accenting or the accenting 
of words, much latitude must be conceded to the 
living language and to music, so that it would be 
very difficult to lay down strict and inviolable rules 
according to which this or that word is under certain 
circumstances to be non-accented or accented. In 
this way verse-members which appear to the eye 
very unequal may yet from the rhythmical point 
of view be counted of equal value. t 

(3) We have, moreover, no certain guarantee for 
the intention to carry through with perfect uni- 
formity the measure which in general rules in a 
poem. It is possible that it was considered legiti- 
mate to admit at times a line with four, rises be- 
side one with three, and conversely to introduce a 
whole verse with a different length of line, or finally 
to put a verse of three lines alongside of others 
with only two. On this whole subject cf. what 
W. Max Miiller yap. cit. p. 11) has established for 
Egyptian, and Zimmern (ZA xii. 382) for Baby- 
lonian poetry. 

(4) In general, one receives the impression that 
in the. older poems greater freedom rules than in 
the later oncs.t An unerringly regular parallelism, 
exact counting of the rises in verses of uniformly 
identical construction, all this is, nearly without 

• For the former cf. H. Zimmern, ZA vliL 121 ff., x. 1 ff. ; for 
the latter W. Max Miiller, Die Liebenpouie der alien Aigypter, 
1899, p. 10 ff. Whether, in this state of things, the actual 
relation of the falls to the rises can be reduced to summary 
formulae is another question. This will depend mainly upon 
the structure of the particular language. Thus Zimmern now 
(7. A xii. 382 ff.) thinks he can build the Bab. poetic rhythm 
practically upon the foundation of the lonieut a minori. But 
when the result is to obtain in all six different feet admissible 
in the same verse, when from one to three falls are possible 
between two rises, when occasionally (cf. SchSpfung, iv. 4, 
p. 389) two more falls are elided in accordance with an 
assumed licence, there is certainly enough of field-room. Zim- 
mern (p. 383) tells us that Sievers has succeeded in 'proving' 
the existence in Heb. poetry of a pronounced ' uniform rhythm.' 
Since his observations for Babylonian are based upon work 
carried on in common with Sievers, and he several times 
emphasizes the agreement between it and Hebrew, the above 
remark as to Zimmern's scheme will probably hold good also 
of Sievers* observations on Hebrew, with which the present 
writer has not yet made acquaintance. 

t Cf. for instance in the Old Germ, poem Heliand v*» with 
v.* or v.», or the two halves of v.» or v.*» with one another. 

t W. Max Miiller (op. eit. p. 10) says rightly: 'To me it is a 
very suspicious circumstance that the Song of Deborah and the 
latest Psalms still continue to be measured in one and the same 
fashion.' 



exception, the mark of later poems. The gap was, 
no doubt, filled up by music, which always accotfi- 
panied poetry in early times, whereas in later 
times learned scansion with the pen in the hand 
and without regard to musical sound appears to 
have been the rule. But, on the other hand, one 
is entitled to make stricter demands on lyrical 
poetry in the narrowest sense, especially on dance- 
songs such as perhaps meet us in Canticles, thnn 
on longer didactic poems like the Book of Job, 
which can hardly at any time have been sung. 

(5) The more decided and sharply cut any par- 
ticular measure is, the more confidently may this 
lie used as a medium for restoring the text. Thus, 
for instance, one may undertake the work of 
textual criticism on the kinah- measure with surer 
results than in the case of an evenly-flowing 
measure, because the peculiar limping form of 
the kinah must have demanded closer attention on 
the part of the poet. In any case, we should do 
well,, in all textual criticism which deals with 
anything beyond superfluous expletives, to assure 
ourselves of strong support on other grounds be- 
sides metrical, andnot repose too much confidence 
in emendations based on metrical grounds alone. 

(6) Finally, it must always be kept steadily in 
view that the quality and the effect of poetry are 
still in by far the majority of instances secured 
for the texts by the parallelism, even where 
regularity in the measure is not carried out. 
Hence one must guard against assigning too great 
importance to metrical regularity. 

f. Strophes.— We must deal more briefly with 
the use of strophes, i.e. larger formal unite em- 
bracing several verses. The first to put forward 
a special strophe-theory was Kr. Koster in his 
article, * Die Strophen oder tier Parallelismus der 
Verse der heb. Poesie,' in SK, 1831, pp. 40-114. 
His example was widely followed, and, long before 
the stricter verse-theories were put forward, the 
division of the OT poems into strophes of lengths 
more or less equal or artistically interchanging 
was prosecuted as nothing short of a pastime. 
The results correspond exactly to those described 
above (pp. 6 and 7*) in the case of verse-theories. 
The variety of conclusions and the contradictions 
between tnem are perhaps even greater in this 
instance than in that. Here too in varying 
degrees may be seen mere s trophic arrangement 
of the material received from tradition, alternat- 
ing with a re-shaping of the text based upon a 
settled theory ; great irregularity alternating with 
the strictest attention to rule ; simplicity in the 
form obtained alternating with, the extreme of 
artificiality ; recognition of the parallel verse as 
the basis of the strophe alternating with accept- 
ance of the line as the fundamental unit, reach- 
ing even to the denying and destruction of the 

Carallel verse, etc. At present, in addition to the 
tefore-named leading upholders of different verse- 
theories, who also all put forward a special strophe- 
theory, the most prominent place is occupied by 
J). H. Midler, with a most ingeniously worked- 
out atrophic system based upon three fundamental 
principles — the rcjiponsio, the roncatenatio, and the 
tnclusw.* In opposition to the line followed by 
him, a disposition at present prevails, following 
the lead of Bickell, Duhrn, and others, to rest 
content, wherever possible, with the simplest 
strophic framework, consisting of four lines, equal 
to two verses each of two parallel members. 

That Hebrew poetry has a strophic arrangement 
is generally taken for granted as self-evident. The 
* Die Propheten in ihrtr umpriingliehen Form, 2 vols., 
Wien, 1898, Strophenbau und Retpunnion, Wien, 1898. Mullens 
system has been adopted and contributions made in support of 
it by F. Perles, Zur heb. Strophik, Wien, 1896, and J. K. Zenner, 
Die Chorgetunge im Buche der Ftalmen, 2 parts, Freiburg i. B., 
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right to make this assumption is open, however, 
to serious question. It scarcely needs to be proved 
that there is such a thing as poetry that makes 
up verses but not strophes. But in this case the 
ixjHtulate of strophes is already satisfied before- 
hand. For the parallel verse is really a strophe, 
a higher unit produced by the union of smaller 
units, the lines. No metrical forms are shown by 
experience to resist more the reduction to a 
atrophic formation than such double structures 
which have an inward completeness of their own. 
It may suffice to remind the reader of the two- 
membered alliterative verse of the Old German 
poetry and the dactylic distich of the Greeks and 
Romans. Upon this ground one may not, indeed, 
be able to dispute the possibility of strophes of a 
higher order, out in all probability these will form 
the exception, and parallel verses without any 
further union will be the rule. 

Further, the strophe-theory finds, at all events, 
no support from tradition. In particular, the term 
rbo (appended 71 times in the Psalms and in Hab3) 
cannot be urged in its favour. No significance 
attaches to the so-called alphabetical poems, a 
species of acrostics in which the letters «t-n are 
made to succeed one another at the opening 
of sections of equal length. These prove, as was 
emphasized al>ove (p. 4*), the presence of stichoi 
(in Pss 111, 112), but nothing more. If we can dis- 
tinguish the single stichos, we can also count, 
according to the length designed for the poem, 
two (Pss 25. 34. 145, Pr 31 10 S1 ) or four (Ps 9f. 37) 
stichoi, and, if the kinah -measure is an established 
fact (cf. La 3, where each verse bears a letter, but 
each letter is repeated three times), we may include 
two (La 4) or three (La 1. 2) of these verses under 
a single letter. _ At most it may be said that the 
verse as a unit is witnessed to when in Ps 119 the 
same letter commences eight successive verses of 
two lines each. But this is yet a long way from 
the same thing as a strophe of eight verses or 
sixteen lines.* 

It is generally left entirely out of sight that any 
new metrical unit must have a new formative 
medium. No one thinks of proving the existence 
of the latter. True, indeed, one framework of this 
kind is occasionally to be encountered in the OT, 
namely, the recurring verse or refrain. It must \te 
admitted that this is in a high degree adapted to 
mark off strophes, especially when, as in Ps 42 f. 
(42 s - 11 43 5 ), at regular intervals it interrupts a 
sharply denned measure in the other verses by a 
different structure of verse. With always diminish- 
ing strength and importance the refrain occurs, 
further, in Pss 80. 46. 39. 57. 59. 49. 99. 56. 62. 67. But 
even if one were disposed to assume and carry 
through a fixed atrophic structure in all these 
poems, upon the ground of the refrain, after all 
only about a dozen of the hundreds of Heb. poems 
would have been proved to be atrophic, while the 
conclusion regarding the others must at l>est be to 
the effect that they are not constructed strophically. 

As a special basis for the division into strophes, 
it is the custom simply to fall back everywhere 
upon the contents. A metric strophe is supposed 
to coincide with a section constituted by the sense, 
the supposition being that the poet divided his 
material into sections whose length, in virtue of 
certain rules, showed a rhythmical corres|>ondence 
with one another. This assumption, however, is 

* A device of a precisely similar kind has lately been shown to 
exist in the Bab.-Assyr. literature (ZA, x. Iff.). Every 11th 
time the same syllable stands at the commencement of a two- 
membcred verse, and the initial syllables of 25 sections each 
of 11 verses form a connected sentence. Yet Zimmern does 
not think of taking each of these long sections as a strophe, but 
Concludes that every two verses make a strophe (of 4 lines), 
and that the 11th verse always stands by itself. It may be 
modestly asked whether each verse should not rather be taken 
by itself and the atrophic structure given up. 



all the harder, since the contents have already 
done their part in the formation of the parallel 
verse. Not only so, but this very parallelism gives 
to Heb. poetry in general the impression of aphor- 
isms linked together, and rend ere it extremely 
difficult for the poet to exhibit a finely-articulated 
strictly progressive development of thought. Still 
the possibility of the nearest and easiest approach 
to this may be conceded, namely, that a single 
repetition of the parallelism, combining two verses 
of two lines, might fall rhythmically upon the 
ear, and that at the same time an idea seemed 
to exhaust itself in two parallel verses.* Deeper- 
reaching divisions of the sense could scarcely 
succeed in striking the ear as rhythmic units. 

On the other hand, it is equally true that the 
theory of strophes is not to be refuted by postu- 
lates ; the evidence of facts must decide. But any 
one who has convinced himself from the literature 
of the subject what finely artificial structures, 
with ever new forms, have been successively 

f>ro ved to underlie the same poems, and after being 
ong forgotten have had their place taken by as 
artificial successors, will not waive his right to a 
radical scepticism on this subject. The charm of 
playing with numbers makes itself felt here al- 
most more strongly than in the instance of verse ; 
and the results, the more artistically these work 
themselves out, as in recent times those of Miiller 
and Zenner, make their impression much more, 
being carefully printed, upon the eye, than upon 
the ear. The following sentences may serve for 
guidance and caution in this sphere of inquiry. + 

(o) Under no conditions must the search for 
strophes lead to the abandonment of the certainly 
ascertained unit, the parallel verse, as has been 
frequently done (e.g. by Delitzsch, Merx, Diestel). 
Never must the end of a strophe break up a verse, 
and the verse, not the stichos, must remain the 
measure of the strophe. 

(/3) A great risk incurred by the search for 
strophes is this, that in their favour the sense of a 
poem might be divided wrongly and thus the poem 
receive a wrong interpretation. The endeavour 
should be to get first at the sense and its pauses, 
and then to ask whether strophe-like forms are the 
result. 

(7) We must not obstinately persist in carry- 
ing through rigorously a division which upon the 
whole is uniform, such as that into four lines. The 
possibility is not absolutely excluded that it was 
considered legitimate to interrupt this uniformity 
occasionally by verses of two or of six lines. This 
practice is assumed by Zimmern for Bab. poetry 
(cf. p. 7* footnote *), and, as another instance, it 
may be frequently noted in the Old Germ, poetry. 
Hence we must be cautious in the way of excis- 
ing or of adding lines and verses, upon the ground 
of the strophic measure. 

(4) Conversely, a succession of sections of the 
most varied extent are not to be called strophes, 
by a misapplication of a term which denotes a 
rhythmic whole. This practice has been frequently 
followed, and is so still. * 

(e) We must not demand strophes everywhere, 
but must, in the first place, make a distinction 
according to the different species of poetry. That 
dance-songs such as are found in Canticles should 
be strophic is not indeed necessary, but is ex- 
tremely probable ; that the Book of Job should ex- 

• Cf. the Otfried strophe of the Old High Germ, poetry, 
which consists of two rhyming couplets. 

t Cf. eariier statements of the present writer's views in 
ZATW, 1882, p. 41) ff., and Actes du sixiinu Congrtt interna- 
tional dei OrientalitUi, Leyden, 1884, p. 9.1 f. 

J Thus C. A. Briggs (pp. eit. p. 399) cites, as 'a fine speci- 
men ' of Old Egypt, strophe-formation, a poem whose twenty 
strophes exhibit the following number of lines : 12, 14, 8, 7, 13, 
8, 9, 11, 9, 15, 14, 9, 10, 5, 11, 13, 10, 6, 10, 18. So we find 
strophes of from 5 to 18 lines ranged side by side 1 
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hibit strophes throughout is the unlikeliest thing 
in the world. Likewise the age of the poem must 
be taken into account ; strophes and a more regular 
structure of these will he looked for rather in later 
than in earlier times. 

(£) Above all, we may recognize in a regular 
interchange of the length of lines an indication 
pointing to strophe-formation, because we have here 
a new formative method. Hence it is no fortuitous 
circumstance that the kinah verse which is composed 
of unequal members lends itself witli special readi- 
ness to strophe-like forms such as meet us in La 1. 
•2. 4 and Ps 42 f. For here the equiponderance is 
restored by repetition of the unequal pairs. 

Upon the whole, in this matter too little will do 
less harm than too much, and doubt will be more 
prudent than hlind confidence. 

g. Subordinate matters of form. — Rhyme, as 
well as the other things we have spoken of, has 
frequently been claimed as a medium employed 
in Heb. poetry.* The Heb. language has at its 
disposal a great number of sonorous endings and 
tlexional additions used to denote a particular 
grammatical or logical relation. These would 
supply quite extraordinary facilities for -the em- 
ployment of terminal rhyme for poetical purposes. 
Vet, as is generally admitted, rhyme never hecame 
the prevailing medium of poetry. But it is self- 
evident that, where the same logical relations 
govern a series of lines, rhyme must come in with 
more or less regularity. As illustrations. Job 
lO*" 18 (cited by Sommer) and Ps 6 (cited by Briggs) 
may serve, although in neither instance is the 
rhyme satisfactory throughout. Here and there 
the poet himself may have been conscious of it 
and thus indulged in a species of by-play ; but 
in reality the occurrence of rhyme has scarcely 
any more significance than attaches to J. Cbotzner s 
(PSBA, Jan. 8, 1884) collection from the OT of a 
whole series of the finest dactylic hexameters. In 
spite of these, one will hardly agree with Chotz- 
ner's conclusion that the Greeks borrowed the 
hexameter of the Homeric poems in Asia Minor 
from their Heb. slaves (Jl 3 s ). Thus, then, textual 
alterations ought not to be proposed in certain 
passages in order to make the rhyme frequently 
occurring in these perfectly uniform. 

Assonance and Paronomasia play a large and 
unquestionably a conscious rdle in the OT. But 
they belong to rhetorical, not to strictly poetical 
devices. All these phenomena receive exhaustive 
treatment in the Dissertation of I. M. Casanowicz, 
Paronomasia in the Old Test., Boston, 1894. 

That, finally, Hebrew, like other languages, has 
in a certain measure its peculiar poetical vocabu- 
lary and grammar is a matter of course, but can be 
simplv mentioned here. 

ii. The Material of Hebrew Poetry.— A. 
Tub diffkrest species of Port nr. — In the 
literature of Israel the drama is wholly wanting. 
This peculiarity it shares with the whole Semitic 
literature, whereas in that of the Indo-Gennanic 
peoples the drama three times over sprang up 
quite fresh and independent from the germ, 
namely on Indian, Greek, and German soil. This 
mav perhaps be set down to a certain ono-sidedness 
of disposition, a want of objectivity on the part of 
the Semites. The belief, to be sure, has often been 
cherished that precisely the OT itself forms an ex- 
ception to this rule, and that it contains two 
dramas, Canticles and Job. In the cose of the 
former of these, this opinion is based upon a false 
conception of the book, which is rather a collec- 
tion of lyric (in fact, marriage) songs ;t in the case 

• Cf., for early times, O. Sommer, Biblitehe Abhandlungen, 
1846. p. 85 ff., and for modem, C. A. Briggs, op. cit. p. 373 ff. 

t Cf. the present writer's Commentary on Canticles in the 
Kurzer Hdeomm. z. AT, xviL (1398) p. xiiff. 



of the latter it is based upon a false definition of 
the drama.* It is only in chs. 3-41 that the Book 
of Job is disponed as a dialogue, and this disposi- 
tion it shares with the majority of Plato's philo- 
sophical works, which no one thinks it necessary on 
that account to call dramas. Nay, the latter from 
beginning to end follow the method of dialogue, 
whereas in Job the whole action, from which the 
drama takes its name, is given in narrative form in 
chs. 1. 2. 42. t 

Further, L. Diestel (art. 1 Dichtkunst ' in Schen- 
kel's bibzl- Lexicon, i. [1869] p. 609) denies that 
anywhere in Semitic literature can the epos be 
found any more than the drama. This has since 
been shown to be incorrect, as on Bab. -Assyrian 
soil quite an extensive epic literature, whose con- 
tents are mythological, has been found Composed 
in poetic form. But for Heb. poetry, so far as this 
is represented in the OT, Diestel's contention re- 
mains true. The OT enshrines a small number of 
historical poems or fragments of such — it may 
suffice to name the Song of Deborah in Jg 5 — 
but this is lyric, not epic, poetry. Pss 105-107 are 
quite secondary productions, versification of the 
ancient popular history for liturgical purposes : 
they are litanies, not epics. The Jewish works ot 
fiction of later times, the Books of Ruth, Jonah, 
Esther, Dn 1-6 X are wholly in prose. The strongest 
evidence is furnished by the narrative proper in the 
Book of Job, the so-called prologue ana epilogue in 
chs. 1. 2. 42. Although it is practically certain 
that these were borrowed from the mouth of the 
people, § and are thus no secondary work, but an 
original one composed in the form current among 
the people for such subjects, these passages are 
written in prose, although this is unusually lofty 
or, if one will, has the breath of poetry. They 
share also with other narrative passages the char- 
acteristic that the direct speech of the parties acting 
occasionally reaches at the most critical points 
poetic expression (Job l 21 , cf. elsewhere Gn 9 1 *-* 7 
2i«h? 25* 27 s7 ;"-" 1 -, Jg 15 w ). It is difficult to 
regard these intermingled lines of verse as the 
last remnants of an originally poetic composition. 
We may rather find here an indication that poetry 
hod with the Hebrews a wholly subjective, i.e. 
lyric, tinge, but that it was not in use for objective 
epic description. Wc must reckon with this fact, 
without being able to offer any sufficient explana- 
tion of it. Perhaps, however, in this matter the 
common Semitic tendency is upon the side of the 
Hebrews, the exceptional development upon that 
of the Babylonians and As8yrians.il 

Such we consider to be the state of the case, and 
C. A. Briggs alone appears to come to a different 
conclusion. But even when he represents Jotham's 
fable (Jg 9 s " 15 )— to take the most extensive illustra- 
tion — as written in metre (see his metrical division 
of it, op. cit. p. 416 f.), this does not go essentially 
beyond what was said above. For here we have 
direct address and at least gnomic poetry, even if it 
is written in prose. H But when the two Creation 

• Cf. the present writer's Commentary on Job in Nowack's 
Handkomm. ii. 1 (1896X P- vif. J. Ley's rejoinder {Sew 
Jahrb. /. das kltui. Altertum, etc., Leipzig, Teubner, Jahrg. 
1899, ii. Abth. p. 295 ff.) only shows that he has not rightly 
apprehended the point on which we are at issue. 

t The above remarks are not of course meant to exclude the 
recognition of a dramatic element in many pas-sages in the OT, 
including even the Bk. of Job. The present writer could assent 
to the remark of C. A. Briggs (op. cit. p. 419), ' the dramatic 
element is quite strong in Hebrew poetry,' but not to the head- 
ing ' Dramatic Poetry,' nor to the statement (p. 420) that the 
dramatic element reaches its climax in the Song of Songs. 

! Cf. above, p. 3*>. 

I Cf. Budde, Comm. p. vii ff. 

II So also Grimme, ZDMG. 1897, p. 684. 

■[ Parallelism proper is wanting, it is simply the rhetorical 
construction, with fourfold re|>elition of the same scene (cf. 
such a passage as Job 113-18) that givee the ap|K-urance of rhythm. 
The alterations made by Briggs on v.1 5 are warranted, however, 
even without a metrical scheme, only we must read Kyei and 
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narratives (P's in Gn 1 and J'b in 2*-4), as well 
as the two forms of the story of the Flood 
(Gn 6-8), are declared to be poetical passages, 
metrically composed (Briggs, op. cit. p. 559 f.), 
this gives rise to a new, otherwise unheard of, 
state of things. Before any examination of these 
passages, the objection lies to hand that one cannot 
see why then Gn 9 and 11 M are not to be' regarded 
as poetical, and, most pertinently of all, ch. 5, 
the Sethite table which forms the transition to 
the story of the Flood. But when one looks more 
closely at the passages in question, it becomes 
plain that the whole doctrine of the form of Heb. 
poetry, as explained above, must be radically 
transformed before these narratives can be forced 
into metrical forms. We find them dominated 
neither 4>y stichical division nor by parallelism. 
Nothing is proved by the circumstance that here 
and there the tone of the language rises and takes 
a certain poetical flight, or that here and there a 
few lines are capable of scansion, or that the re- 
lation between certain clauses may claim the name 
of parallelism. In reality the primitive history of 
both sources (P and J) is, so far as the form is con- 
cerned, not otherwise constructed than the follow- 
ing history of the patriarchs, etc., and is trans- 
mitted to us as history, not poetry, just as strictly 
as that is.* The conclusion, then, holds that the 
poetically composed epos as well as the drama is 
wanting in Hebrew literature. 

Accordingly, only one of the leading varieties of 
poetry, the earliest and the simplest of them, was 
cultivated in Israel, namely the lyric. At the 
same time it must not be forgotten that a secondary 
variety of this, namely gnomic poetry, which we 
might call ' thought-lyric/ likewise attained to a 
rich development. 

B. The Employment of Poetry.— For the 

sake of brevity, we shall seek here, to combine 
as far as possible a sketch of the history of OT 
poetry with a schematic survey of the poems that 
have come down to us. Only the folk-poetry of 
early times needs to be handled in any detail ; the 
other survivals of Heb. poetry will be found treated 
of in this Dictionary in separate articles. 

1. Folk-Poetry.— This is everywhere the oldest 
form of poetry. Poetry as an art never makes its 
appearance till later epochs. The saying of J. G. 
Hamann (1730-1788), ' Poetry is the mother-tongue 
of the human race,' which was more fully explained 
and established by his pupil J. G. Herder (1744- 
1803), and has in recent times been emphatically 
asserted especially by Ed. Keuss (cf. Herzog's Rh 1 
v. [1879] p. G71 f.), hnds everywhere its complete 
justification. Poetry is in point of fact older than 
prose ; all the most ancient utterances of different 
nations are couched in poetry. One may lay down 
the rule : in the case of a primitive people all dis- 
course that is intended for publicity or for memorial 
purposes will be found clothed in a poetical form. 
To these two categories belongs everything of a re- 
ligious character, and it must be borne in mind 
that in the life of ancient peoples much that 
appears to us secular bears the stamp of religion. 
In this way poetry has its home" in Israel as else- 
where :— 

(«) In family life. — What specially come into 
view here are the wedding-song and the lament 
for the dead. Of the former of these we possess a 
whole collection of fine specimens, which, thanks to 

SjiW] 'and there came out Are and devoured.' By the way, 
Gritnme (ZDMO, 1897, p. 512), too, represents Jotham's fable 
as written in verse, although he gives a somewhat different 
arrangement of it. 

* It appears to us that Briggs is in general inclined to draw 
too lightly the boundaries of poetical form, confusing, as he 
docs, rhetorical and metrical forms. This remark applies also 
very specially to many NT passages to which he gives a metrical 
arrangement. 



a mistaken exegesis, found the^r way into the Canon 
of the Sacred Writings, in t he book which is called 
in Hebrew OTs'n it and, in English, Canticles or the 
Song of Solomon. Though these songs are of late 
origin, yet they will have preserved, as genuine 
folk-songs, the quality of early times with essential 
fidelity.* A contraj actum t of the wedding-song 
of older days is exhibited by the prophet Isaiah at 
the beginning of his Parable of the Vineyard (5 ,ff *K 
— Of the lament for the dead we possess only 
contrafacta, applied to historical persons and per- 
sonifications, hist in the mouth of the prophets and 
then in the Book of Lamentations (chs. 1-4). See 
fuller details on this point above, i. B 2 d, p. 5. 
In the cose of lamentations for the dead, wouien 
alone were the composers and the performers (nij^p;, 
ntopri, Jer9 18 ),who8oiight to increase their collection 
of dirges and handed down their art by instruction 
(v. ls ). At weddings, on the other hand, young 
men and young women seem to have contended for 
the pre-eminence. J From the official lament we 
ought certainly to distinguish exceptional cases 
when an accomplished friend might dedicate a 
eulogy to the dead, such as has come down to us 
in David's fine lament for Saul and Jonathan (2 S 
l 17ff -), and in a lament for Abner of which at least 
a few lines have survived (2 S S 3 *-). Whether it 
was the custom to use songs to celebrate other 
important events and festivals in the family life, 
such, for instance, as weaning (cf. Gn 21") and 
circumcision, we have no means of determining. 

(6) In the life of the community. — That even the 
industrial life of the Israelitish farmer and nomad 
was interpenetrated with song we may assume 
without further question. Examples are thinly 
scattered. From the earliest times we have the 
Song of the Well (Nu 21 17, -).§ From the life of the 
agriculturist Is 65 8 has preserved some words of 
a vintage blessing. Harvest songs, too, may be 
taken for granted, in view of the harvest feasts 
and the proverbial joy of harvest (Is 5 s ), and per- 
haps the feast of sheep-shearing (1 S 25*"-, 2S 
13-' ff -) had also its special songs. If our interpreta- 
tion of the difficult text Jg 5 n is correct, the 
rehearsal of songs is presupposed even there as 

Krt of the shepherd's life. People did not like to 
made ' the subject of verse ' (V?, cf. Is 14*, Mic 
2*. Hab 2«) or 'of music ' (*rr„ cf. La 3 M , Job 30», 
Ps69 is ). Hence the 'taunt-song' must have been 
much in vogue. Even for early times its use is 
not to be denied, while for a later period a short 
specimen of quite a unique kind has been preserved 
in the song upon the forgotten courtezan, Is 23 w , 
which sounds as if it belonged to the category of 
drinking -songs mentioned in Ps 69 12 ,but presupposed 
also in Am 6 s and 2 S lC M . At least no banquet 
proper (npfp, ovpwboiov) can well have been with- 
out music, including songs. It is not necessary to 
supjwse, indeed, that on such occasions only pro- 
nounced drinking-songs were sung ; rather will 
the want have frequently been met in early times 
by national songs. A s|>ecial class of composers 
and singers, whose services were called into requisi- 
tion on such occasions, is named in Nu21 s7 (cSfan). 
By this Hebrew name we are to understand a 
guild of 'travelling singers,' rhapsodists such as 
nourished in ancient Greece and on German soil, 
who not only had a rich repository of national 
saga and heroic poems, but also treated their 

* Cf. Budde, ' Das Hohelied ' in Kurzer Hdeomm. 

\ This is the name applied to the church songs of the close 
of the Middle Ages, which were composed in imitation of the 
measure, melody, and words of familiar secular songs. 

1 Cf. the description, for modern Syria, by Wetzstein (Ztichr. 
J. Elhnol., 1878, p. 287 ff.). 

I For evidence that this is not a properly historical poem, 
but a song such as it was customary t<> sing at the discovery 
of new springs in the desert, as well as Tor an attempt to 
restore its original form, see Budde in The New World, 1895, 
p. 130 ff. 
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audience to songs of a more or less wanton or 
frivolous character. At the royal court ' singing 
men and singing women' are taken for granted 
as part of the regular personnel (2 S 10"). To 
the category under consideration belongs also 
the single certain ancient trace of gnomic poetry 
which has come down to us, namely Samson's 
riddle (Jg 14 1 *), along with its solution, and 
Samson's reply in v. 18 . Such displays of wit may 
have been much in vogue as ' social games ' at 
merrymakings. That, along with these, proverbs 
and wise saws also had wide currency among the 
[ieople we may take for granted. No doubt the 
collection of these in the Book of Proverbs dates 
from later times, but all the same this may em- 
body very ancient material, altered or not, as the 
case may be. The oracle, which under the title of 
' the last words of David ' interrupts the context in 
2 S 23 1 " 17 , must have a late date assigned to it ; 
the saying of Jahweh about Moses in Nu 12 8 " 8 
appears to have been before the mind's eye of the 
writer. Another example of the same species is 
found in the words of Samuel in 1 S la* 1 *- It must 
be added that all three of the last cited passages 
tend to pass over into the following divisions — the 
religious, the national, and the prophetical. 

(c) In the religions life. — In tne first place it is 
extremely probable that the Ancient priestly oracle, 
where it did not simply, by the casting of the lot, 
give the answer 1 yes ' or ' no ' to the question put, 
was couched in verse. A classical example is 
furnished by Gn 25 38 , an oracle, indeed, which 
belongs at the same time to our next division. 
Likewise for the cultus proper we have examples 
that are both ancient and certain. These are, in 
the first place, the Aaronic blessing (Nu 6 ,4-a6 ), then 
the formula pronounced at t/ie taking up and the 
setting down of ihe ark of J" (Nu MP'*),* and 
finally Solomon's words in dedicating the temple 
( 1 K 8 ,srf, )i which must be supplemented and restored 
after the LXX (8°*). How far the religious service, 
i.e. in particular the sacrificial actions, was even 
in ancient times embellished by special songs, 
cannot now be determined. All that have come 
down to us emanate exclusively from the temple 
at Jerusalem in post-exilic times, as far at least as 
the form in which they now lie l>efore us is con- 
cerned. But as surely as the religious gatherings 
were joyous feasts (Dt 12 7 - Ia - 18 ), with equal cer- 
tainty may we conclude that even in early times 
music and poetry must have assumed their role at 
these, whenever any sanctuary obtained a name 
and a brilliant equipment, and considerable bodies 
of worshippers came together. 

(d) In the national life. — Here we may distin- 
guish the state of rest on the one side, and of 
activity, i.e. war, on the other. To the first 
category belong the extremely numerous eulogistic 
and denunciatory sayings in which a people cele- 
brates its own qualities and its superiority to other 
peoples ; or separate divisions or groups of a 
people may express their own distinctive character- 
istics. This species of poetry is extraordinarily 
widespread and everywhere highly developed, 
but most of all amongst Israel's relations, the 
ancient Arabs. It may exhibit all degrees, from 
empty unmeaning braggadocio up to the finest and 
loftiest poetical utterance. In the OT it begins with 
the boastful song of Lantech {Gn 4 33 ' - ), which occurs 
in the primitive genealogical table inherited from 
the Kenites (|'p), and is a genuine type of the 
original form of this species as found in the mouth 
of a small tribe. Then come the sayings of Noah 
(Gn 9*"* 1 ), in which Israel (cv) maintains its 
prestige over against the wealthy Phoenician (nr) 
and the slave Canaan (JV»). Hero for the first 

* Cf. further. Acta du dixiims Congris de Orient atixlei, iii. 
(Leyden, 189B), p. 1811. 



time this species clothes itself in the form of the 
4 blessing,' in which, suitably to the quality of our 
sources, which look at everything from the r»» 
ligious view-point, it meets us in by far the 
majority of instances. The characteristic of his 
half-brother Ishmael is defined by Israel in the 
words put into the mouth of Jahweh in Gn 16 n, \ 
which can hardly have retained their original 
form. So Israel states his relation to his twin 
brother Edom in the oracle of Gn 25 13 , and separ- 
ately for each in the double blessing of 27* 7 ' as and 
v.*"-, very much, of course, to the prejudice of the 
brother. The more extensive oracles of Balaam 
(Nu 23 7 - 10 - 24 8 »- »"«), which show indications 
that they have undergone several expansions, 
make glorious promises to Israel, in contrast to 
Moab, and even, further, to other nations. But 
this species shows its finest development in the 
two poems in which each of the tribes of Israel has 
its dignity and its special quality assigned to it in 
relation to the other tribes, namely the Blessing 
of Jacob (Gn 49) and the Blessing of Moses (Dt 33). 
It is by no accident that these two oracles have 
been put into the month of these two particular 
men, for Jacob is the fleshly and Moses the 
spiritual father of Israel, and they alone can pass 
judgment upon all their sons. The Blessing of 
Moses presupposes the Blessing of Jacob, and on the 
basis ot the altered relations brought about by time 
(perhaps in the first half of the 8th cent.) gives it 
a new form. Thus, then, from the two sources, 
J and E, the older and the younger compositions 
are taken over. The older, the Blessing of Jacob, 
may have been compiled from separate sayings 
that were current about the different tribes. The 
self-consciousness of the tribe in which the finished 
poem took its rise, namely Judah, at last gave the 
general tone to the whole. Numerous sayings of 
the same kind, characterizing towns and hamlets, 
meadows, and clans, must have been current. A 
relic of these has survived in the now sorely muti- 
lated saying about the city of Abel-beth-niaucah, 
2S20'< 

The principal specimen of the real historical 
folk-song is the fine Song of Deborah, Jg 5. This 
attaches itself closely, at the same time, to the 
preceding species, being as it is a poem in which 
praise and blame are distributed, from v." on- 
wards. First of all, praise is given to Deborah, 
who by her recruiting-song has called to the 
battle, and then to Barak as the commander (v. 1 "). 
This is followed by an enumeration of the tribes 
who put in an appearance (vy.' 3 - 18 "), with censure 
and ridicule of those who kept at a distance 
(w. Mb " w ). Next a tribute is paid to the valour of 
the tribes of Zebulun and Nauhtali (v. 18 ), the city 
of Meroz is cursed (v.- 3 ), while to the Kenite 
woman Jael is awarded the palm for the greatest 
deed of personal heroism (v. a4ff -). We have here, 
at least from v. 8 onwards, the primitive mode of a 
song that grew up in the life of the nation as a 
whole. We are directly reminded of the distribu- 
tion of the rewards of victory after the battles of 
Platiea and Mykaie. Of other war-songs we 
possess only fragments (Nu 21 Mtfl '*, Jos W Mt ) 
or very brief extracts compressed into a single 
verse, such as the Song at the Passage of the Bed 
Sea (Ex 15*'), and that which was sung in honour 
of Saul and David when they defeated the Philis- 
tines (1 S 18 8 '). Similarly, the substance of a song 
of triumph over Samson is put into the mouth of the 
Philistines in Jg 16 a,, \ On the other hand, it is 
clear that the Song contained in Ex 1,5' *° is a late 
composition in Psalm style, expanded from the 
short v. 21 and really meant to take the place of 
this ; and in like manner DaiHcTs triumphal song 
in 2 8 22 = Ps 18 is a late insertion. 

As a feature of the real life of ancient times it is 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 POETRY (HEBREW) 



POETRY (HEBREW) 



to be noted that in Ex 15 21 as well as in 1 S 18 6 '- it 
is the women, or rather the maidens, who meet 
the returning warriors with songs, and the same 
custom is presupposed in Jg 11 s ', in the story of 
Jephthah. Among the Arabs at the present day a 
victory is still followed by a sword - dance, per- 
formed by a maiden to the accompaniment of a 
song. 

It is an extremely important circumstance that 
Nu 21'*, according to the note wherewith it is 
introduced, is derived from nvr mcrrja isc, the Book 
of the Wars of Jahweh, i.e. of the wars of Israel, 
which, as such, are the wars of Israel's God (cf. 1 S 
25 16 ). We have thus to do here with a collection 
of ancient war-songs which already lay before the 
ancient historian as a source, and thus to a cer- 
tainty mark the beginning of writing amongst the 
Hebrews. Side by side with this source we read 
in Jos 10 ,Sb of a va tbd or Book of the Upright, 
from which v. 12 '"* is said to be cited. From it, 
according to 2 S l 18 , is cited also David's lament 
for Saul and Jonathan, no less than Solomon's 
words in dedicating the Temple, according to the 
LXX of 1 K 8 03 , where iv /Si/SXfy rijj ifiirji = Tyn ipe?, 
and the lost Heb. word is doubtless corrupted from 
Here, then, we have to do with an ancient 
song-l)Ook, which contained more than war-songs, 
and whose composition, or at least completion, 
must be brought down as far as the time of Solo- 
mon. We have no room to complain that more 
of the contents of these two books have not come 
down to us, when we consider that Charlemagne's 
collection of Old German songs has been com- 
pletely lost. 

2. The Poetry of the Prophets.— That the pro- 
phets availed themselves of poetical composition is 
self-evident from the first. For their utterances 
were intended for publicity, and, as time went on, 
more and more for being treasured in the memory, 
while at the same time the prophetic movement 
grew out of the popular soil, which was com- 
pletely saturated with poetry.* The prophets 
have accordingly not suffered to escape their 
notice any of the manifold forms of poetry that 
unfolded themselves in the midst of the people. 
At the same time, thanks to the great variety of 
entrances upon the scene made by the writing 
prophets of whose literary activity more extensive 
remains have come down to us, we must, even in 
the matter of poetical form, distinguish a number 
of possibilities which show a marked divergence 
from one another. 

(a) The prophet may adopt the poetical forms 
current in other social circles, and come forward 
himself as a poet, thus playing a strange part, as 
in the extremely frequent prophetical laments (cf. 
above, i. B, d), or the isolated marriage-song, Is 5 U - 
(cf. above, ii. B, a). But, even apart from these 
special cases, later prophecy has a special fondness 
for interrupting a prophetical address by songs, 
whether these are sung by the prophet himself, as 
happens with special frequency in Deutero- Isaiah, 
or are put into the mouth of other persons, as 
happens repeatedly in Is 24-27, and as has been 
done by a redactor in Is 12. In all these instances 
the language necessarily follows the laws of strictly 
|K>eticar composition, because it attaches itself to 
fixed forms taken as a model. 

(b) The prophet may communicate Divine oracles, 
which he has himself received. Here again strict, 
measured form is natural. 

(c) The prophet may speak in his own name, 
taking for his basis, and expanding, Divine oracles. 
Betwixt these last two possibilities the irreat mass 
of prophetical passages continually oscillates ; and 

* Cf., for the orijrin of earlier and later prophecy, th« present 
writers American Lectures, The Migion i\f Itrai-l to the Exile, 
Now York and London, Putnam, Lect. iii. and iv. 



transition cases occur, in which it is impossible 
to draw the boundaries sharply. 

(rf) The prophet may himself tell of his entrance 
upon office and what happened in connexion with 
it, such as the conversations he held. To this 
category belong, for instance, the accounts of 
visions such as we have in Am 7ff., the appear- 
ances beheld by an Ezekiel or a Zechariah, etc., 
but no less the experiences of Hosea (chs. 1-3), not 
to speak of the little Book of Isaiah, whose kernel 
is the story of the prophet's meeting with king 
Ahaz (e'-O"), and some things related of Jeremiah 
(e.g. 18 1 "-). 

(c) Another author may tell about the prophet in 
such a way that the latter becomes the hero of the 
story. In such instances it is relatively indifferent 
if occasionally it is the prophet who speaks of him- 
self in the thirdperson, Dut this is scarcely a likely 
contingency. To this last category belong Am 7 ,wr ", 
Is 20, and in a much less degree chs. 36-39, but, 
above all, large sections of the Book of Jeremiah, 
particularly from ch. 26 onwards. If these last- 
named sections at last expand into a life of Jere- 
miah, nay, into a history of bis times, if Is 36-39 
was mainly taken from a popular work of history 
and appended to the older Book of Isaiah, it is 
evident that we have now reached the sphere of 
prose pure and simple. But even in these sections 
there are prophetical discourses which by a stretch 
may be said to lead us back to the realm of i>oetry. 

Besides, personal endowments must be taken 
into account. One might have the full conscious- 
ness of a call to the prophetic office and yet be no 
born poet. Then it might happen that at one 
time the prophet would put on the unwonted poetic 
harness and go earnestly to work for a while, only 
to relapse presently into heedlessness, while at 
another time he would disdain to use it at all and 
would employ prose. Something of this kind may 
be observed, for instance, in Ezekiel. 

Under such conditions the literary form in the 
prophetic writings continually vacillates to and fro, 
and we meet also with transition forms betwixt 
prose and poetry, which it is difficult to class with 
certainty. The possibility of a careless treatment 
of poetical rules, giving rise to an imperfect type 
or mixed species of discourse, is open to Hebrew as 
well as to any other language, nay, it lies nearer 
to hand in it than in many other languages. The 
stichic structure only needs to be neglected for the 
discourse to flow on with tolerable freedom from 
restraint, while the parallelism is retained as far 
as possible and by its peculiar undulating progress 
always makes itself felt. Grimme (ZD.ilG, 1897, 
p. 683 f.) is wrong, then, when he rejects in toto 
the idea of a 'rhythmic prose'; the dilemma by 
which he attempts a reductio ad absurd um of it 
is not cogent for those who do not accept his 
system. His argument fails in particular to do 
justice to the parallelism of the thought. For 
an analogy to the above-named mixed species, we 
may compare our own doggerel verse or rhymed 
prose. 

For the prophetical books, then, a sliding scale 
must be adopted, with many indefinable transi- 
tions. The poetical form will be most strictly 
observed in the cases described above under (a) 
and, a little less, (6) ; the prophet himself will move 
with more freedom in those included under (c) ; the 
instance cited under (d) will give ample scope for 
the intermixture of prose ; finallv, in the last case 
prose will be the form started with, which will only 
occasionally make way for poetry. Details would 
be out of place here. 

3. Artistic Poetry. — To this category belong in a 
certain sense the whole of the poetical books, for 
these were all either composed or collected in full 
view and with clear consciousness of their artistic 
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form. This took place, without exception, in later 
post-exilic times. But at the same time there is 
scarcely one of them which had not its roots in the 
ancient folk-poetry. Along with lyric poetry, the 
gnome and the Wisdom literature occupy the 
forefront in this arena. 

(a) Lyric Poetry.— [I) The Song of Songs.— This 
belongs, as was pointed out above (p. 10), wholly 
to the realm of folk - poetry. It is a collection 
of popular wedding - songs, belonging to a late 
period. But it owed its retention in the Canon 
simply to the circumstance that it was taken 
to be an extremely ingenious allegorical poem 
with a religious meaning, and that its author 
was assumed to be Solomon. It is not an impos- 
sible suggestion that, because of this conception, 
the book underwent here and there editorial re- 
vision.* See, further, art. Song of Songs. 

(2) The Book of Lamentations. Here, truly, 
poetiv as an art rules, till artificiality is reached in 
the alphabetic arrangement. But this art is based 
on the employment by the prophets of the popular 
lament for the dead, and is an imitation of the 
latter. A higher degree of art than that found 
in cits. 1. 2. 4 is present in ch. 3, which is meant 
to be, as it were, a central peak between the other 
chapters ; ch. 5, again, is popular, and alien in 
subject and form from the rest, t See, further, art. 
Lamentations. 

(3) The Psalms.— In this collection we have to 
recognize the Temple hymn-book of the post-exilic 
community, the religious lyric with artistic de- 
velopment. Only in a single instance has a secular 
song straj-ed into this company, namely Ps 45, 
also a wedding-song, but one of quite an artificial 
character. More frequent is gnomic poetry, 
although with a decidedly religious application ; 
cf. e.g. Ps 1. But even here the popular basis is 
not wanting. In its purest form this meets us in 
the collection known as the Pilgrim Songs, Pss 
120-137. Psalms outside the collection proper are 
found in Hab 3, which exhibits the same kind of 
titles and technical terms as meet us in the Psalms ; 
in 2 S 22= Ps 18 ; in 1 S 2 l , ° wrongly put in the 
mouth of Hannah ; further, suitable to the situa- 
tion are Ex 15'"* (cf. above) : the Song of Moses, 
Dt 32 ; Is 12. Perhaps also Nah 1 was originally 
an alphabetical psalm (see art. Nahum for a de- 
fence of this view). In the so-called Psalms of 
Solomon (which see) there has come down to us, 
although only in the Greek language, another 
small collection of ]>salms from the 1st cent. H.c. 
The title 'Psalms of Solomon' expresses nothing 
more than that they are secondary, as compared 
with the canonical Psalms, which as a whole are 
attributed by tradition to David. 

On the titles found in the Book of Psalms see 
art. Psalms, p. 153ft'. 

(6) The Wisdom Literature.— (\) The Book of 
Proverbs unites in itself gnomic poetry of the most 
diverse kinds and with the most varying degrees of 
development. The basis and the kernel (chs. 10- 
22", also chs. 25-29) are supplied by the two-line 
mdshdl, which in form and contents is certainly 
the oldest structure of this species, and in its 
origin is distinctly popular. To this were appended, 
towards the end, more elaborate species, apoph- 
thegms expressed at greater length, enigmatical 
and numerical sayings, and finally (3l" KI1 ) an 
alphabetical eulogy of the virtuous woman. At 
the leginning of the book (chs. 1-9) we have a 
connected series of panlagogical - philosophical 
didactic discourses, in which Wisdom and Folly 

Rrsonilied are introduced. For details see art. 
(OVERBS. 

(2) The Book of Job is based upon a popular 

• Cf. the present writer's Comm., p. xxf. 
t CSt Kurur Udeomm. 



story, and gives to the problem raised in this a 
new turn which it carries artistically through the 
conversations of chs. 3-42 tf . The form adopted is 
essentially the same as is found in Pr 1-9, but the 
poet has succeeded in giving to this a lyric move 
ment throughout, and has even cast the different 
speakers in so plastic a mould and kept them so 
well apart as to give rise to the appearance of a 
dramatic performance (cf. above, p. 9). Beyond 
any doubt, the Book of Job is the highest product 
of the poet's art to be found in the OT. It brings 
to a focus, as it were, all that Heb. poetry could 
contribute, and stands out as one of the noblest 
poetical compositions of any age, or any people. 
See, further, art. Job. 

(3) Qoheleth. — This book takes its place as a 
counterpart to Pr 1-9, as a philosophical didactic 
poem, but has an essentially different point of 
view. Belonging to a very late period, it does not 
stand high poetically ; both language and verse- 
structure leave much to be desired. See, further, 

ECCLESIASTES. 

(4) To the same species belongs the Book of 
Sirach. This is prooably older than Qoheleth, 
it stands higher as regards language and form ; 
from the religious standpoint it is more valuable, 
if less original in its views. It concerns us here 
because recently a considerable part of its contents 
has been recovered in the original Hebrew (see 
Sirach). With this book we may bring our survey 
to a close. K. BUDDE. 

POISON («?0 hemdh, 5 times, Dt 32 34 - 33 , Job 6\ 
Ps 58« 140 s ; wh ro. sh, in Job 20 18 ; LXX 8vpM 
except in Ps 140 s , where it is lot as in NT ; Vulg. 
indignatio Job 6\ caput Job 20", furor Dt 32*, 
Ps 58 4 , venenum Dt 32 s3 , Ps 140 s , Ro 3 1S , Ja 3").— 
The commonest signification of hemdh is fury or 
the heat of anger, in which sense it occurs over 
100 times in the OT. In some of these passages 
the ideas of anger and of poison are united, as in 
Is SI 17 "**, where the cup of (»od's wrath is spoken 
of ; see also Job 21", Jer 25", etc. Luther trans* 
lates 'fervent lips' of Pr 26 s8 by gif tiger Mund. 
The Greek word Ov/th likewise primarily means 
that part of human nature which is affected with 
passion or anger. The Hebrew idea is therefore 
that poison is a substance which causes fatal heat 
and irritation, and in nearly every instance in the 
OT the material referred to is the venom of ser- 
pents or scorpions; see Dt 32 J4 - 83 , Job 6* 20'«, Ps 
58* 140 s , and in the NT Iio 

Six sjpecies of ]>oisonoiis snakes occur in Pales- 
tine, Vipera Euphnitica, V. Ammodytss, Daboia 
xanthina, Echis arcnkola, Naja Ha jr., the hooded 
cobra common in the southern border countries, 
but not often found in the cultivated tracts; 
and Cerastes Hassclquustii, the horned viper, very 
common, and often found lurking in hollows of 
the ground. Tristram has seen it in the imprints 
made on soft ground by camels. The Israelites 
were therefore well acquainted with the effects of 
poisonous wounds inflicted by these, as well as by 
the scarcely less dreaded centipedes and scorpions. 
In Egypt poison was likewise chiefly associated 
with serpent bites. In the Book of the Dead 
(c. 149, 1. 27 ff. ) the poison of the serpent litwk 
is called shmnt, which comes from a root which 
also means to be hot, or to produce fever. 

The natives of the neigh bouring countries had, 
like most races of savage or semi-civilized man, 
learned to utilize this poison to render their darts 
and arrows more destructive. This was an ancient 
practice (cf. Odyssey, i. 2(11 ; Soph. Trachinue, 
574), and it is referred to in Job 6 4 . This usage 
has shown itself in the change of meaning in the 
word To£tK ! jt, possibly also in that of tit, although 
it is now generally held that in its Homeric sense 
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as an arrow it is connected with the Sanskrit 
ishus, while in its Sophoclean sense as a poison, 
* elra jwwlas (xOpat ixltmt% I6t,' it is related to the 
Sanskrit vishas. 

The poison of insect bites is mentioned directly 
in Wis 16* and implicitly in other passages. The 
word rffsh occurs 11 times, but is usually trans- 
lated 'gall' ('venom '-in Dt 32 s8 , 'poison* in Job 
20 18 , ' hemlock ' in Hos 10 4 ). It was most probably 
a poisonous plant, and one which communicates 
its bitterness and poisonous properties to water 
( Jer 8 14 9 U ) ; but in the absence of more definite 
information it is not easily identified. Perhaps 
the poppy is the plant indicated (see Gall in vol. 
ii. 104), but the grapes of gall of Dt 32 3a are most 
probably the fruit or Calotropis procera. 

Metaphorically, the influence of evil speech is 
said to be the deadly poison of that unruly evil, 
the tongue, Ja 3 8 . Ihe forked tongue of the 
snake was believed to be the darter of its venom 
before the structure of the poison fangs was 
known ; cf. Job 20 18 ' he shall suck the poison of 
asps, the viper's tongue shall slay him.' 

The administration of poison internally for 
suicidal or homicidal purposes is not mentioned 
in NT or OT. In 2 Mac 10 u there is, however, 
one instance given — that of the suicide of Ptolemy 
Macron. Poisoning and sorcery were, as they still 
are in savage and semi-savage countries, closely 
connected in ancient times and in the NT. Sor- 
cerers are called <pa.pna.Kol, as in LXX Ex 7" 9" 22 18 
and eight other passages, as well as in Rev 21" 
22 u ; and sorcery is <papnaida in Gal 5 W . Sorcery 
in the OT is, however, more directly connected 
with incantation, as implied by its root ^s. See 
MAGIC, vol. iii. p. 210. Joseph us (Ant. XVII. iv. 1), 
, in describing the death of Pheroras, says that the 
Arabian women were skilful in compounding 
poisons ; but the art of poisoning was in ancient 
times much more commonly employed among Indo- 
European than among Semitic peoples. 

In the appendix to St. Mark a Gospel (16 18 ) one 
of the promises made to 'those that believe,' is 
that if they drink any deadly thing (0a.v6jnp.6p n), 
it shall not hurt them — a promise which, accord- 
ing to Papias {op. Eus. HE iii. 39), was fulfilled in 
the case of Joseph Barsabbas. 

The word ' poison ' in English is borrowed from 
the French poison, which originally meant a potion 
or remedy. In the Roman de la Hose, 1. 2043, it is 
thus used — 

* Car ge smia par quel poison 
Tu serus tret a garison ' ; 

but from the 13th cent, it has been nsed in English 
in the sense of a deadly drug. See the passage 
in Langtoft's Chronicle, where he describes the 
administration of 'puson' to Ambrosius. This, 
though written in a sort of French, is the work 
of an Englishman ; see also Britton, ed. Nichols, 
i. 34, where the word is spelled ' poysoun.' 

For notes on the history of poisons in ancient 
times see Schulze, Diss, sistens toxicologiamveterum 
plantas venenata* describentem vcteribus cognitas, 
Haloe, 1788. A. Macalister. 

POLE. — The brazen serpent was displayed upon 
a pole (Nu 21 8 - 9 AV, the only occurrence of the 
word 'pole' in the Bible). The Heb. is oj (LXX 
oruuiov), which appears to mean primarily ' a flag- 
staff,' and is used in a transferred sense for the 
banner itself. RV tr. 'standard.' See, further, 
art. Banner. 

POLL. — The poll (of Tent, origin, Scotch pow) is 
the head, especially its rounded hack part. Thus 
Shaks. Hamlet, IV. v. 196— « All flaxen was his 
poll '; and Bacon, Essays, p. 122, ' Not the hundred 



poll will be tit for an helmet.' The word is thence 
used in very early English for the person, as Piers 
Plowman, B. xi. 57, 'Pol bi pol = individually. 
A poll-tax is a tax on each person, and a poll or 
polling is a census or record of persons. The 
subst. is used in AV only in the phrase ' by the 
poll' (Nu 3") or 'by their polls' (Nu i»- »<»•»•* 
1 Oh 23 s - M ). Cf. Shaks. CoAol. III. iii. 9— 

' Have you a catalogue 
Of oil the voices that we have procured 
8et down by the poll?' 

The Heb. word is always n^j gidgoleth, which in 
the places where it is rendered" 'poll ' as well as in 
Ex 16' 8 (AV ' for every man,' AVm ' by the poll or 
head,' RV « a head ') and 38* (AV * A bekah for 
every man,' AVm 'a poll,' RV *a head') means 
the head or the person in counting, taxing, etc., 
but elsewhere means the head as severed from the 
body (2X9", 1 Ch 10 10 ), or the skull as broken 
with a stone (Jg 9 s3 ). The idea in the Heb. word 
as in the Eng. is roundness.* 

To 'poll the head' is to make it look more 
roundeu by cutting off the hair. The expression 
occurs in 2 S I4" trr (Heb. [rfy] in Piel, usually tr. 
' to shave') and Ezk 44*° (Heb. cp$, its only occur- 
rence) ; and 'to poll' by itself in Mic l 18 'Make 
thee bald and poll thee for thy delicate children ' 
(Heb. ii}, usually to 'shear'). Cf. Wyclif's (1388) 
tr. of Job I s " ' Thanne Joob roos, and to-rente his 
clothis', and with pol lid heed he felde doun on the 
erthe ' ; and 1 Co 1 1* (1380), ' Forsoth ech womman 

Sreiynge, or prophesyinge, the heed not liilid, 
efoulith hir need : forsoth it is oon, as yif ache 
be maad ball id, pollid, or clippid.' 

In Jer 9 M 25-* 49» RV changes 'that are in the 
utmost corners' into 'that have the corners of 
their hair polled,' in accordance with AVm. See 
Hair, vol. ii p. 284*. J. Hastings. 

POLLUTION.— See Purification. 

POLLUX.— See Dioscuri. 

POLYGAMY.— See Marriage. 

POLYTHEISM.— See God, and Idolatry. 

POMEGRANATE (fart rimmon, f>6a, granalum). 
— There can be no doubt of the identity of this tree. 
Its Arab, name, mmmdn, is plainly of the same 
origin. Its botanical name is Punica Granatvm, 
L., of the order Granatea;. It is 10-15 feet high, 
with oblong lanceolate deciduous leaves, a woody- 
leathery top-shaped calyx, five to seven scarlet 
petals, very numerous stamens in several rows, 
and an ovary with two tiers of cells, three in the 
lower and five in the upper tier. The fruit is apple- 
shaped, crowned by the lobes of the woody calyx, 
yellowish or brownish, with a blush of red, and 
contains very numerous angular seeds, surrounded 
by a juicy pulp. It grows wild in N. Syria and 
possibly in Gilead. The fruit is of two varieties, 
the sweet and the acid. The pomegranate is 
repeatedly mentioned in the r>oran as one of the 
trees of Paradise. It is constantly alluded to in 
Arab stories. 

The Scripture allusions to the pomegranate are 
also frequent. The spies brought pomegranates 
(Nu 13 28 ). The Israelites in the wilderness of Zin 
(Nu 20 s ) lamented the pomegranates of Egypt, 
along with its figs and vines. Moses, in recounting 
the good things of Canaan, did not forget them 
(Dt 8 8 ). Saul abode under a pomegranate tree 
(1 S 14 2 ). Solomon compares the temples of his 
bride to a piece of the fruit (Ca 4 3 ), and her whole 
person to an orchard of them (v. 13 ). The beautiful 

* This perhaps explains the name Golgotha, ' the place of a 
Skull,' Mt 27», Mk 15« Lk 23*3 (RV), j„ 19". 
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flower is alluded to (6 11 7"), and the juice or wine 
as a beverage (8 4 ). The withering or barrenness 
of this tree was a sign of desolation (Jl l u , Hag 
2 V ). The fruit was embroidered (Ex 28=°), and 
t-culptured (1 K 7 18 , etc.). It was also sculptured 
on the Egyptian monuments. It is mentioned in 
Sir 45 s . Numerous places were named from this 
tree, as Kimmon (Jos 15 s -'), Gath-rimmon (21* 8 ), 
En-rinimon (Neh 11 s ). The pomegranate is as 
extensively cultivated and as highly prized now 
as in ancient times. T|ie beautifully striped pink 
and crystal grains are shelled out, and brought to 
table on plates. The acid sort is served with 
sugar. Rose-water is sometimes sprinkled over 
the grains. The juice of tlie acid sort is sweetened 
as a beverage, and also used in salads. The rind 
is used in tanning. It is also a powerful anthel- 
mintic, principally against the tape-worm. A 
knife used in cutting the rind turns black, as does 
also the section of the rind, from the formation of 
tannate of iron. G. E. Post. 

POMMEL (from Old Fr. pomel, dim. of pomme ; 
Lat. pomum, an apple) is the tr. in 2 Ch 4 UM *- u of 
gullah, which in the parallel passage, 1 K 
- t n bo. « jg tr « bowl.' RV gives ' bowl • in 2 Ch 
also. The reference is to the ' bowl- or globe-shaped 
jiortion of capitals of the two pillars in the temple ' 
[Oxf. Heb. Lex.), so that pommel (which like the 
Heb. word contains the idea of roundness) is not 
unsuitable. Wyclif uses the word, not only of the 
round end of the handle of a sword, but of the 
whole handle, Jg 3 a ' the pome] (1388 ether hilte) 
fohvide the yren in the wound.' In Pr 25" (1388) 
he uses it in the orig. sense of an apple, 1 A goldun 
]>oniel ( Vulg. mala aurea) in beddis of silver is .he 
that spekith a word in his time.' 

J. Hastings. 

POND.— See Pool. 

PONTIUS PILATE. — See Pilate. 

PONTUS (H6vrot)- was a name used in a vague 
and loose way to designate certain large tracts of 
country in the north-eastern part of Asia Minor 
adjoining the Block Sea (which was often called 
by the Greeks 'the Sea'). Originally, the name 
was applied to all or any part of the Black Sea 
coasts ; and the Attic orators regularly use it of 
theTauric Chersonese (Crimea) and the Cimmerian 
Bosporus ; * and comparatively late writers also, 
such as Trogus, Diouorus, etc., sometimes apply 
the name to those remote parts. Herodotus, vii. 
95, on the other hand, speaks of the Greeks 
of Pontns contributing 100 ships to the fleet of 
Xerxes in 480 B.C., obviously meaning the south 
Euxine coasts in general ; and Xenophon in the 
Anabasis uses it of the eastern parts of the south 
coast. The term, as thus applied, was rather a 
mere description than a real name. It was only 
at a late period, and through political circuni- 
stances, that 1 Pontus ' began to have a definite 
sense as a geographical name. 

i. The first Kingdom of Pontus.— In the 
confusion that followed on the death of Alexander 
the Great, an adventurer named Mithridates 
managed to found a new state beyond the Halys 
in north-eastern Asia Minor, about B.C. 302. He 
assumed the title of king probably towards the 
end of B.C. 281, and was afterwards known as 
Ktistes, * the Founder.' In later times the vanity 
of the dynasty descended from him invented the 
story of a legendary kingdom in older times, ruled 
by a Persian noble family ; but that older kingdom 
rests on no historical basis. The kingdom ruled 
by the Mithridatic dynasty was, to a great extent, 

• Bosporus was the term which afterwards was employed to 
designate those regions when formed Into a kingdom. 



part of the country previously called Cappadocia : it 
also included some of the mountain tribes near the 
Black Sea coasts, and part of Paphlagonia. But, 
as a political unity, it required a name. Poly bins 
in the 2nd cent. B.C. called it ' Cappadocia towards 
the Euxine,' and Strnbo mentions that some called 
it 'Pontus,' and some 'Cappadocia towards the 
Pontus. ' * Such elaborate names could never estal>- 
lish themselves in common use: Cappadocia was 
fixed as the name of the kingdom which included 
the centre and south of the country hitherto 
embraced under that title, and Pontus as the name 
of the northern kingdom which was ruled by the 
Mithridatic dynasty for 218 years, B.C. 281-63. 
The extent of the name varied according to the 
varying bounds of the kingdom, which was some- 
times larger (including Armenia Minor, etc.), some- 
times smaller. 

The meaning of the name Pontus changed in 
B.C. 64. It hod previously designated a kingdom, 
and that kingdom in that year ceased to exist. 
The Romans then incorporated part of the former 
kingdom in the empire, constituting it along with 
BlTHYNlA as the double province Bithynia et 
Pontus, which continued to exist with hardly 
altered limits for more than three centuries until 
the reorganization of the provinces by Diocletian. 

Tlie rest of the old kingdom of Pontus was 
broken up by Pompey into a number of parts, 
which were treated in diverse ways ; several self- 
governing cities were constituted ; Comana was 
governed by a priest; Gazelonitis and Pontic 
Armenia were bestowed on Deiotarus, the Galatian 
chief and king. The rapid vicissitudes of that 
part of Pontus in the following years cannot here 
he followed up in detail. Pharnaces, son of 
Mithridates the Great, had been made by Pompey 
king of Bosporus, ruling over the countries on the 
north-eastern coasts of the Euxine ; but he took 
advantage of the civil wars to reinstate himself in 
his father's realm of Pontus, till he was defeated 
by Caesar in B.C. 47. The kingdom of Pontus was 
reconstituted by Antony in B.C. 39, and given first 
to Darius, son of Pharnaces, and afterwards, in 
B.C. 36, to Polenion.t Polcmon founded a dynasty 
of kings who ruled over Pontus until A.D. 63. 

ii. History of Pontus in New Testament 
Times.— The new Pontic dynasty touched Chris- 
tian history in several noteworthy ways ; and it 
also was distinguished by coming into relationship 
with the reigning emperors, Caligula and still 
more nearly Claudius. The second wife of Pole- 
nion I. was Pythodoris, daughter of Antonia and 

Granddaughter of Antony the Triumvir. Pytho- 
oris reigned as queen of Pontus in her own right 
after her husband's death in B.C. 8 until some time 
after A.D. 21 ; but the history of the kingdom is 
quite unknown in her reign, and an interval seems 
to have occurred at her death. Her daughter 
Tryphaena reigned in association with her own son, 
Polemon II., during part of the reigns of Caligula, 
Claudius, and Nero. The one date which is certain 
is that Caligula % made Polemon II. king of Pontus 
and Bosporus in A.D. 38. Previously, Tryphaena 
seems to have lived for some time in Cyzicus, and 
she had married Cotys, king of Thrace (who died 
in A.D. 19). She perhaps retired to the neighbour* 
hood of Iconium at some time during tlie reign of 
Claudius. Her father, Polemon I., had at one 
time governed a kingdom or state in the south, 

* Kmmitium v wipi ri» Ev?u-», Polyb. v. 43. t ; n t»»,- r* 
riorw Kwrtr«£*ci«, Strah. p. 534. 

♦ Son of Zenon, the rhetor of Laodicea in the Lycus valley, 
see vol. ii. p. 88. 

J Caligula's grandmother, Antonia, was half-sister of Try- 
phsena's grandmother. The first year of Tryplmna and Polemon 
ended (according to the current Pontic year) in autumn 88 ; and 
their coins are known as late as their eighteenth year (Iinhoof- 
Blumer in Zft. /. Xumism. xx. p. 208 ; Wroth, Catalog** of 
Brit. Mum., PoiUut, p. 47), A.D. 64-66. 
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containing Iconium and great part of Cilicia 
Tracheia ; and presumably some estates near the 
city may have remained in possession of the 
family.* The remarkable story contained in the 
Acta PaxUi et Theclce mentions this queen Tryphscna 
as present at a great imperial festival in Pisidian 
Antioch under the reign of Claudius, and calls her 
a relative of the emperor. She could hardly be 
present at that festival of the provincial cult of 
the emperor, unless she were resident in the 
southern part of the province Galatia (of which 
part Antioch was capital), or, perhaps, on the 
frontier in the Cilician kingdom, which was given 
to Polemon by Claudius in 41 (see below) ; and she 
was a uear connexion of the emperor Claudius, 
whose mother was Antonia, half-sister of Try- 
phama's grandmother. 

The residence of Tryphsena near Iconium under 
Claudius can only have been temporary, as she 
appears with the title of queen on Pontic coins in 
the year A.D. 54-55, when Nero was emperor. 
According to the story (which is probably founded 
on fact) in the Acta above mentioned, she protected 
Thecla, St. Paul's Iconian convert, and was con- 
verted to Christianity by her protegee. The name 
Tryphiena evidently lasted in Christian tradition; 
ana we find a martyr Tryphn-na at Cyzicus, which 
was at one time very closely associated with the 
queen (Acta Sanct. 31 Jan. p. 696). 

The dynasty of Polemon is also connected with the legends 
about the Apostle Bartholomew. According to one legend he 
preached in Bosporus, the kingdom ot Polemon l., and from 
a.d. 38 to 41 of Polemon II.; and afterwards in Armenia Magna, 
where he suffered martyrdom in the city Ourbanopolis. Now 
Polemon li. received a Cilician kingdom in exchange for Bos- 
porus in a.d. 41 ; and the capital of that kingdom was Olba, 
a Hellcnlzed form of a native name Ourwa or Oura, called also 
Ourbanopolis. t His brother Zenon was made king of Armenia 
Magna in a.d. 18 under the name of Artaxias. 

Another legend makes Bartholomew preach in Lycaonia, or 
in Upper Phrygia and Pisidia. Part of Lycaonia wiih Iconium 
was ruled by Polemon I., and the inhabitants of Iconium con- 
sidered it a Phrygian city. The most probable foundation for 
this legend is that Bartholomew preached to the Phrygian tribe 
called the Inner Lyeaones; see Ramsay, CUietand Buwoprieto/ 
Phrygia, pt. ii. p. 709. A third legend transports the scene of 
Bartholomew's preaching to India, but still assigns the name 
Polemios or Polymios to the king of the country, and Astrcges 
or Astyages to his brother ; and these are evidently mere dis- 
tortions of the names Polemon and Artaxias. 

It seems impossible that so many links should have been 
forged by tradition connecting the dynasty of Polemon with 
the early history of Christianity, unless there had been some 
historical reality out of which legend could draw its material. 
It would be out of place to investigate the subject further 
here. The discovery of the first traces of connexion was made 
by von Uutschmid in the Rhein. Hvsenm, 1SG4, p. 170 (where 
he wrongly made Tryplisjna the wife of Polemon). See also 
Lipsius. Ajmcryphen A]x>*telgexehichten, ii. 2, p. 55 ft". ; Ramsay, 
Church in the Roman Empire before 170, ch. xvi. ; and on the 
Polemon dynasty, Mommscn, Ephtm. Epigraph, ii. p. 259 ft.; 
Hill in Sumixm. Chron. 1899, p. 181 ff.; also many other recent 
papers quoted in these works. 

In A.D. 63 the government of Nero came to 
the conclusion that the kingdom of Pontus had 
been raised to such a level of peace and order that 
it might safely be taken into the empire. The 
western part was incorporated as a region of 
Galatia, and the eastern part was incorporated in 
Cappadocia (see below). Polemon II. still retained 
the title of king, with a kingdom in Cilicia Tracheia, 
where he presumably went to reside after A.D. 64. 

Polemon II. became connected with NT history 
in another way. In 41 the kingdom of Olba, 
(including a large part of Cilicia Tracheia) was 
given him by Claudius in exchange for Bosporus ; X 
and he retained this Cilician kingdom at least as 
late as 68, for a coin of Olba bearing his name was 
struck under Galba (though he had lost the king- 
dom of Pontus in 63). Berenice, daughter of 
Herod Agrippal. (Ac 12), sister of Herod Agrippa II. 

• Sec Galatia, vol. ii. p. 86. 

t On these names for Olba see Ramsay, Hutorieal Geography 
<lf Aria Minor, p. 304. 
1 Dion Cass. 60. 8. See Galatia, vol. ii. p. 80 f. 



(Ac 26), and widow of her uncle Herod of Chalcis, 
married Polemon, king of Cilicia, after inducing 
him through desire of her wealth to submit to 
circumcision ; but she soon tired of him and 
abandoned him, whereupon he ceased to conform 
to the Jewish law.* This is evidently the same 
Polemon II. who was king of Pontus. Josephus 
does not mention the date ; and above, in vol. ii. 
p. 360 f., the view is stated (following Smith's DB 
ii. y.v. ' Pontus,' and other authorities), that the 
marriage with Polemon was earlier than the inter- 
view of St. Paul with Berenice and her brother 
Agrippa. But that early date for the marriage is 
not certain, for Josephus speaks of Polemon as 
being king of Cilicia, and presumably living there, 
when the marriage occurred ; and this implies a 
date after A.D. 63, for up till that year Polemon 
doubtless lived in Pontus, and would have been 
called king of 1'ontus rather than king of Cilicia. 
Berenice had been long a widow, as Josephus says.f 
when she married Polemon : now her" husband, 
Herod of Chalcis, died in A.D. 48-49. 

Thus in the 1st cent. A.D. the name Pontus had 
two distinct meanings : it might denote either 
the kingdom of Polemon, or the Roman province 
united with Bithynia. Further, there were other 
two uses of the name in the 1st cent, after Christ 
which are revealed to us by inscriptions. The 
kingdom of Polemon, though called Pontus, did 
not embrace nearly all the old Mithridatic king- 
dom of I'ontus. Apart from the Human province 
Pontus, a great part of western Pontus had been 
attached to the province Galatia, one part in B.C. 2 
(with the cities Amasia and Sebastopolis), another 
in A.D. 35 (with the city Comana Ponticn).? This 
district, then, had to be distinguished from Pontus 
the province and Polemon's Pontus, and the method 
of distinction is clearly shown in many authorities : 
the province was called Pontus simply, Polemon's 
Pontus was called Pontus Polemoniacus (a name 
which remained in use for centuries after the death 
of the last king Polemon), and the part included 
in the province Galatia was called Pontus Galati- 
cus. Those names are used in Ptolemy's geography 
and in many inscriptions of the 1st and 2nd cents. : 
they may be compared with the division of Lycaonia 
during the same period into two parts, one ruled 
by king Antiochus and called Lycaonia Antiochiana 
or simply Antiochiana (a name that continued in 
use late in the 2nd cent, and occurs in Ptolemy), 
and one attached to the province Galatia and 
called Lycaonia Galatica or simply YoXoltik^ x^P°- 
(see Lycaonia, and on another similar pair of 
parts see PHRYGIA). 

Still a fourth Pontus is mentioned by Ptolemy 
and in inscriptions, as Pontus Cappadocicus. This 
included t he regions that lay east of Polemoniacus, 
between the Euxine Sea and Armenia ; and it had 
been comprised in the dominions of Polemon I., 
whose realm extended so far as to embrace even 
Bosporus. Some modern authorities consider on 
account of the name Cappadocicus that it was 
not in the dominions granted to Polemon II. in 
a.d. 38. Queen Pythodoris had married Archelaus 
king of Cappadocia after the death of Polemon I., 
and there is much obscurity as to the fate of the 
Pontic realm in the later years of the queen 
and immediately after her death until A.D. 38 ; 
and the opinion has been held by pome that the 
eastern regions were attached to Cappadocia and 
assigned specially to Archelaus, so that at his 
death in A.D. 17 Pythodoris continued to reign 
over only the western part of Polemon's former 
kingdom. But this is very improbable ; for Bos- 
porus was included along with Pontus in the 

• Josephus, Ant. xx. vii. 8. 

t llsAw ir'Z'Pi-""*< x *- vll. 8. 

! Gozelouitis must also be added, as stated above. 
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kingdom of Polemon II. from 37 to 41, and if »o, 
eastern Pontus also would naturally be comprised 
in his dominions. Moreover, Archelaus' kingdom 
was made into a Roman province in A.D. 17, but 
Trapezus and Cerasus, two cities of Pontus Cap- 
padocicus (Trapezus being made capital of it by 
Trajan), dated from A.D. 63 as era, and this era 
must according to analogy be interpreted as the 
year when they were taken into the Roman Empire 
uy being incorporated in a province. Now A.D. 63 
was the year when Polemon 's Pontic kingdom was 
taken into the empire, and the cities of Pole- 
moniacus date from that year as era (so Zela and 
Neoca*Hareia) ; hence Cerasus and Trapezus would 
seem to have been included in the kingdom of 
Polemon II.; and if so, then presumably all Cap- 
padocicus was similarly included. The difference 
of name, Polemoniacus and Cappadocicus, in that 
case, probably began only in A.D. 63, and was due 
to the fact that the eastern half of the kingdom was 
attached to the province Cappadocia and named 
accordingly, while the western half was attached 
to the province Galatia, and retained its former 
I name Polemoniacus in distinction from the older 
PontusGalaticus. An inscription, dating probably 
between 63 and 78, mentions Pontus Polemoniacus 
and Pontus Galaticus as parts of the province 
Galatia ; * but does not mention Pontus Cap- 
padocicus, thus proving that the latter was not 
lti Galatia ; and, as we know that Trapezus by 
that time was Roman, Cappadocia is the only pro- 
vince to which it could have been attached. Such 
is the probable sequence of events. 

Subsequently, Pontus Galaticus and Polemoni- 
acus, after being included in the united provinces 
of Galatia and Cappadocia from about A.D. 78 to 
106, were attached permanently to Cappadocia, 
when the two provinces were again separated by 
Trajan. Such is the arrangement descri bed by 
Ptolemy. Yet the three names, Pontus Galaticus, 
Polemoniacus, Cappadocicus, persisted, with their 
separate capitals, Amasia, Neocajsareia, Trapezus, 
implying that they were considered for adminis- 
trative purposes as distinct regions of the vast 
province of Cappadocia, to which all three were 
henceforward attached. 

iii. The Name Pontus in the New Testa- 
ment.— When the name Pontus occurs in the NT, 
what are we to understand by it amid this puzzling 
complicacy of three or even four distinct regions, all 
bearing the name ? As we have seen, the simple 
name Pontus, without any qualifying epithet, was 
regularly employed to designate the Roman pro- 
vince united with Bithynia ; t and the writers of 
the NT seem to have observed this rule of ordinary 
usage. In 1 P 1' Pontus is clearly the province. 
Few could doubt this ; and Hort has proved it 
beyond all question in his posthumous edition oi 
part of the Epistle. Similarly, when the Jew 
Aquila, who bore a Roman name, is called a man 
of Pontus, Ac 18", it is practically certain that the 

Srovince Pontus is meant. The Roman name 
emands a Roman connexion. The suggestion 
that he was originally a slave from Pontus Pole- 
moniacus, who had been set free in Rome, seems 
impossible, as the freedman would not retain his 
slave nationality : the statement that Aquila was 
a man of Pontus, implies a lasting and present 
characteristic. Equally improbable is it that 
Pontus Galaticus is meant ; for in the imperial 
system that district was merely a part of the pro- 
vince Galatia. In fact, there is practically no 

* OIL iii. 8uppl. 6818, with the remarks in Ramsay, His- 
torical Geography of Alia Minor, p. 263. 

t Except, of course, where the context imposed another 
sense without any need for a distinctive epithet. K«m> Uorm 
on coins of Neocsesareia the capital of Polemoniacus means only 
| that region : similarly, on coins of Zela t«v lUrttv. Xle*rr, 
UtrTMi on coins of Amasia meant Pontus Galaticus. 
VOL. IV.— 2 



doubt that the intention in Aft 18* is to state that 
Aquila, though in recent, time resident in Rome, 
was a provincial from Pontus, and not one who 
originally belonged to the city. The question 
then arises whether Aquila was a eivis Itomanus 
of the province Pontus (as St. Paul was a civts 
livmanui of the province Cilicia). That, how- 
ever, is impossible, for he ranked to the Romans 
as a Jew, not as a Roman : the edict of Claudius, 
Ac 18*, would not have applied to him if he had 
been a Roman either by birth or as the freedman 
of a Roman master ; * but, being a Jew by nation, 
a provincial residing in Rome, he was expelled by 
the terms of the edict. 

The remaining case is not so clear. In Ac 2* 
among the Jews and proselytes in Jerusalem at 
the Feast of Pentecost are mentioned ' dwellers in 
Judam and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia.' That 
list presents many difficulties, and is probably not 
composed by the author of Acts, but quoted by 
him from »n older authority to whom he was 
indebted for the account of an incident which he 
himself had not seen (see Phryoia, vol. iii. p. 867). 
Hence it is not possible to say whether Pontus there 
means the Roman province united with Bithynia, 
or the whole country with its three distinct 

fmrts. But the former is much more probable, 
or Jews tended to prefer the peaceful and civilized 
countries, finding them much more suitable for 
trade and residence ; and therefore it is exceed- 
ingly unlikely that there were many, if any, Jews 
in Polemoniacus in the year a.d. 29 or 30. Pontus 
Galaticus with the great city of Amasia would be 
more likely to contain Jews. But there is no 
possibility of reaching certainty about that unique 
and peculiar passage ; and, being unique, it is lees 
important. 

iv. Spread of Christianity in Pontus.— The 
Churches of Pontus addressed by St. Peter (1 P l 1 ) 
were evidently mainly composed of converted 
pagans. When that Epistle was composed, it 
must be concluded that Christianity hatl already 
taken strong root in Pontus, as contrasted with 
its feeble hold on Lycia and Pamphylia, which 
are not addressed in the Epistle. t Pontus lay so . 
far from the earliest lines of the Christian propa- 
ganda that the strength of the new religion in it is, 
certainly, to be regarded as an argument in favour 
of a date later than A.D. 64.* It is highly probable 
that Christianity spread thither by sea from the 
Asian coasts, and even from Rome (as Hort in 
the remarkable essay appended to his posthumous 
edition of 1 Peter is inclined to believe), for it is im- 
probable that any missionary movement occurred 
at so early a date on the lines leading north from 
Syria or Cilicia through the barbarous lands of 
Cappadocia and Pontus Polemoniacus. Thus it • 
was the cities of the Ora Pontica or Pontic coast 
lands which earliest received the new religion ; 
and probably Amastris was its chief centre at lirst. 
By a.d. 111-113 it had spread so strongly in the 
province Pontus that Pliny, governorof Bithynia el 
Pontus, when making a progress through Pontus, 
wrote to Trajan Ep. 96 (probably from Amastris, 
where he wrote the following letter, 98), giving a 
remarkable account of the spread of Christianity. 
He says that many persons, men and women, of all 
ages and every rank in the state, not merely in the 

frreat cities, but also in the villages and on farm 
ands, were affected by the new superstition, the 
temples were to a great extent deserted, the sacri- 
ficial ritual had been for a long time interrupted, 

* Many excellent authorities, in defiance of this obvious 
and inevitable- fact, repaid him as a freedman. See Sanday- 
Headlain, llumant,x>. 41s ff. 

t The failure of Cilicia is due to its being part of the pro- 
vince Syria-Cilicia, and not included in the special jrroup of 
provinces contemplated, viz. Asia Minor. 

J See The Church in the Roman Empire bejore 170, p. 284. 
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end few persons were found to buy animals for 
sacrifice. This state of the province was of long 
standing (diu), and some wno were accused de- 
clared that they had abandoned Christianity 20 
or 25 years ago. * Hence we cannot believe that 
less than 40 to 60 years had elapsed since the 
evangelization of the province began. While it 
is evident that Pliny is speaking of the province 
in general, it is noteworthy that it was in Pontus 
that he finally became so strongly impressed with 
the evil, and wrote to Trajan for advice about it. 
Towards the middle of the 2nd cent. Lucian con- 
firms the testimony of Pliny (not that any confir- 
mation is needed to establish the truth of that 
official report), alluding incidentally to Pontus, the 
native country of Alexander the impostor of Abo- 
nouteichos, as 'filled full with Epicureans and 
atheists and Christians' (Alex. 25). Xike Phrygia, 
Pontus appears in the 2nd cent, as a region where 
Christianity was so strong that its history was no 
longer that of a militant religion against paganism, 
but rather of a contest of sect against sect. The 
heretic Marcion was born at Sinope in Pontus about 
120. Aquila, the translator of the OT into Greek, 
was also a native of Pontus. 

From the coast lands of the province, however, 
Christianity spread inland only slowly. Incident- 
ally we observe here that it is necessary to distin- 
guish carefully between the different meanings of 
the name Pontus, for neglect to do so has led .some 

S>od scholars into needless difficulties. Thus, when 
regory Thaumaturgus was made bishop of Neo- 
ctesareia in Pontus about A.D. 240, he is said to 
have found only seventeen Christians in the 
country ; t and, though no reliance can be placed 
on the exact number, still a clear tradition, doubt- 
less trustworthy, is implied that Gregory had gone 
to a practically pagan country. Ihis has been 
often set in opposition to the facts implied in 1 P 
l 1 and in Pliny. But Gregory preached in Pontus 
Polemoniacus, whose capital was Neocaesareia, 
while the older authorities speak of the province ; 
and the contrast between the rapid spread in the 
one and the failure in the other is due to the 
tendency of the new religion to be restricted to 
the imperial bounds, to prefer civilized regions to 
uncivilized (Polemoniacus being remote and back- 
ward compared to the province), and to flourish 
best in districts where there had long been a strong 
Jewish element to prepare the soil. 

Still the inner lands of Pontus appear to have 
been Christianized to a considerable extent during 
the 3rd cent, by the work of Gregory Thaumaturgus 
and other less famous missionaries. Such martyrs 
as Theodorus Tiro at Amasia, Theodoras the Soldier 
at Heracleopolisj and Eukhaita, with many others,§ 
• are mentioned in the latest persecutions under Dio- 
cletian, Maximian, and Licinius. Before the time 
of Constantino the ecclesiastical system in all the 
districts of Pontus had been organized to a very 
considerable degree of completeness, not indeed 
so |>erfectly as in Pisidia and Lycaonia, but more 
thoroughly than in Galatia (see Galatia, vol. ii. 
p. 85). tor example, Hierocles gives a list of live 
cities in Pontus Polemoniacus, and three of these 
were represented at the Council of Nica?a in A.D. 
325. But, as a whole, the evidence points to the 
3rd and even the 4th cents, as the period when 
Christianity spread through inner Pontus, while 

* Viginti qunque, editio princeps : viginti quinque, conjecture. 

♦ Gregoi-y Nyss. Vit. Greg. Thaum. xln, pp. 809, 0.i4 (ed. 
Migne) 

; Wrongly called Heracleia in the extant Acta (the best 
being the Armenian, translated by Conybeare, Monument* of 
Early Christianity, p. 224) : it bore the double name Sebasto- 
polis Heracleopolis, and was not far from Eukhaita; see Acta 
Sanctorum, 7 Feb. vol. ii. pp. 23, 891. 

f In the Martyrolog. Hieronpm. the martyrs' names are often 
very corrupt (see Duchesne's Index, t.vv. Amasia, Neocnsarea, 
Bcbastia) ; see also the Syriac Martyrology, 18th Aug. 



the 1st and 2nd cents, were the time when the sea- 
coast, i.e. the province Pontus, was evangelized. 
Hence it is on the coast, at Sinope, that we find an 
early martyr, like Phocas the bishop of Trajan's 
persecution.* 

About A.D. 295 Diocletian reorganized the pro- 
vincial system and broke up the large provinces. 
The Pontic districts were then completely re- 
arranged. The province Pontus was partitioned 
between Paphlagonia and Diospontus. The latter, 
which was afterwards named Helenopontus, after 
the mother of Constantine, contained also parts of 
Paphlagonia, Pontus Galaticus, and Polemoniacus. 
Pontus Polemoniacus retained its name, but was 
reduced in size, losing Zela to Diospontus, and 
Sebasteia to Armenia Minor. Pontus Galaticus 
disappeared entirely, losing Amasia, etc., to Dios- 
pontus, Sebastopolis-Heracleopolis to Armenia 
Minor, Comana, Ibora, and Zela to Polemoniacus, 
and probably some parts to Galatia the Byzantine 
province. '1 he ecclesiastical organization followed 
this new arrangement. W. M. Ramsay. 

POOL is the tr» in OT of three Heb. words.— 
1. dih '&gam, ' pond ' of stagnant or muddy water, 
from [ojk] to be troubled or muddy. The ' ponds,' 
RV ' pools,' of Egypt (Ex 7 1S 8 s dubpvyes, paludes), 
were probably the sheets of stagnant water left by 
the inundation of the Nile. In Ps 107 38 114" the 
word is rendered 'standing water,' RV 'a pool of 
water ' (Xl/try, stagnum) ; in Is 14 ffl 35 7 41 19 42" ' pool ' 
or 'pools' (t\os, pains, stagnum); and in Jer 51 M 
it is put for 'reeds,' or reedy places (avert fiara, 
paluaes). In Is 19 10 , whilst the vulg. renders by 
lacuna, the LXX has fCfc», ' beer ' (see art. FlSH- 
Pool). 2. nijjD mikveh, or rnpp mUcvah ; a place where 
waters flow together, from rrp (Niph. 'assemble'). 
The word is tr* differently upon each occasion of 
its use. In Gn l 10 it is rendered the 'gathering 
together' (of the waters) when the earth and the 
seas were created (rd avert iiara, congregations 
[aquarum]). In Ex 7 19 the 'pools,' RV 'ponds' 
(ra t\y, lacus), of Egypt were probably reservoirs 
for the storage of water, as opposed to the stagnant 
water ('again) left by the inundation. In Lv ll 88 it 
is translated 'plenty,' RV ' gathering ' (of water) 
(avvaywyh, congregatio [aquarum]). In is 22" the 
' ditch,' RV ' reservoir ' (t)6up, lacus), made between 
the two walls at Jerusalem appears to have been 
formed by damming up the valley. 

3. ny!? berekhah, a ' pool,' or an ' artificial tank ' 
hence the Arabic birkct, and the Spanish al-bzrca. 
The LXX generally tr. the word by KoKvu^-hOpa, but 
in four instances (2 S 2 ,s 4™, 1 K 22 s8 , 2 K 20*) by Kphm 
and in one (Ca 7 4 ) by \lixvn. The Vulg. has piscina 
and once (Neh 2") aquwductus. In the NT (Jn 
5 i. 4. 7 0,7) KoXvftpWpa i 8 used. In Ps 84 s , where the 

Silural occurs, AV reads 'filleth the pools,' whilst 
IV has 'covereth it with blessings' (i.e. b€rakhCth 
instead of bZrekhoth) ; with this may be compared 
the ' valley of Berachah,' icoiXdi ev\oylat, vallis bene- 
dictionis, 2 Ch 20*. 

The pools were formed by building a aam across 
a valley, or by excavation ; and they were supplied 
by surface drainage, by springs, or by water 
brought from a distance by conduits. They 
allowed the water to deposit any sediment it con- 
tained ; and they were often connected with 
aqueducts and baths. They also frequently sup- 
plied water for irrigation, and were open to the air. 
The pools near towns were usually rectangular in 
form, and had their sides lined with water-tight 
cement. They were sometimes surrounded by 
porticoes (aroal), in which bathers undressed them- 
selves and lounged before or after bathing. The 

• The best Ada are the Armenian in Conybeare's Monument* 
of Early Christianity, p. 103 ; see also Acta Sanctorum, July H, 
voL iii. p. 603 ff. 
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pool of Siloam had four such porticoes, and 
remains of them have been found by excavation ; 
Bethesda, which was a double, pool, had live 
porticoes (Jn ff'), one on each of the four sides, 
and the fifth in the middle between the two pools. 

Pools are mentioned in the Bible at Hebron (2 S 
4"), Gibeon (2 S 2"), Samaria (1 K 22 s "), and Hesh- 
bon (Ee2*); and in general terms in Is 14- s 19 lu 
and Nah 2 s . At or near Jerus. there were several 
pools : the Upper P. (2 K 18", Is 7 s 36*) ; the Lower 
P. (Is 22") ; the Old P. (Is 22") ; the King's P. (Neh 
2'«) ; the P. of Siloah, RV Shelah (Neh 3 1J ), appar- 
ently the same as the P. of .Siloam (Jn 9 7 ) ; the 
* P. that was made ' (Neh 3' 6 ) ; 'a' P., KV ' the ' P. 
made by Hezekiah (2 K 20*) ; and the P. of 
llethesda (Jn o 3 - 4 - 7 ). Josephus also mentions the 
Serpents' P. (BJ v. iii. 2) ; Solomon's P. (BJ v. iv. 
2) ; the P. Amygdalon, and the P. Struthius (BJ 
v. xi. 4). Many of the ancient pools may still be 
seen in Palestine. The best known are those at 
Hebron and Jerusalem, and the 'pools of Solomon,' 
near Bethlehem, which are possibly the ' pools of 
water' (Ec 2 s ) that Solomon constructed to irri- 
gate his gardens and orchards. These pools 
are three in number, and they have been formed 
by building solid dams of masonry across the 
valley of Urtas. They have a total capacity of 
44,147,000 gallons, and are so arranged that the 
water from each of the higher pools can be run 
off into the one immediately below it. The water 
was conveyed to Jerusalem by a conduit. 

C. W. Wilson. 

POOR. — 1. This word, especially when it repre- 
sents the Heb. is used sometimes with a semi- 
religious connotation, the nature of which it is the 
object of the present article to explain. In order 
to understand the term satisfactorily, it is neces- 
sary to bear in mind the meaning of the cognate 
verb, Heb. njy, Arab, 'and (and w ). The Arab, 'and 
means to be lowly, submissive, obedient, especially 
by becoming a captive, and so the ptcp. is often 
used simply in the sense of a captive ' : the Heb. 
•ry means analogously to be humbled, Is 31 4 (RV 
'abase himself), in the causative conj. to humble, 
mishandle, esp. by depriving of independence, or 
liberty, or recognized rights (EV usually 'afflict') : 
cf. Gn 16 s (RV 'dealt hardly'), Jg 19 s " (' humble'), 
—in both, parallel with ' do to her (them) that 
which is good in thy (your) eyes,' Gn 31 s0 (of the 
maltreatment of wives by a husband), Ex 22 2 -'* ! ° 
(of the ill-treatment of a widow or orphan), Jg 
16*- 19 (of ill-using Samson) ; and often of the ill- 
treatment of a nation in bondage, as Gn 15 1S (II ' to 
serve'), Ex l 1,,,a (cf. v. u 'make to serve'); see 
also 2 S 7 10 (Ps 89 21 ), Ps 94«.+ 

2. The subst. 'dni (EV mostly 'afflicted,' or 
' poor ') thus means properly one humbled or boiced 
dovm, especially by oppression, deprivation of 
rights, etc., but also, more generally, by mis- 
fortune : as the persons thus ' humbled ' would 
commonly be the 'poor,' the term came to denote 
largely the class whom we should call the ' poor,' 
and ' poor ' is thus one of the conventional render- 
ings of the word : it must, however, be remem- 
bered that 'dni does not really mean ' poor,' and 
that while in the English word 'poor' the pro- 
minent idea is the poverty of the person or persons 
so described, in the Heb. 'dni the prominent idea 
is that of the ill-treated, or the miserable : in 
other words, the 'dni, while often, no doubt, a 
person in need, was primarily a person suffering 
some kind of social disability or distress. 

3. zH rash, is the Heb. word which expresses distinctively 
the idea of poverty ; but thiB occurs only 1 S 18», 2 S 12>- 3- «, 
Pi 8S» (RV 'destitute'), Ec 4" 6", and 15 times in Proverbs. 

• See Rahlfs, 'jy nnd i:y in dm Ptolmen, 1S82, pp. 67-69. 
t Comp. the cognate subst. '<Jnt, ttate of being humbled or 
boved down, KV 'affliction,' Gn 16" 31«, Ex 37 », Is 48>o aU 



It is worth noticing (Rahlfs, p. 76) that 'dthir, ' rich,' never 
appears as the opposite of 'dni, while it is the true antithesis of 
rath (2 8 W- * * Pr MM 18»22«-7 2S«X 

' Poor ' is also sometimes the tr. of 'ebyon, ' needy ' ; and 
often that of dal (prop, thin, reduced, feeble): cf. Driver, 
Parallel Psalter, pp. 450, 452. 'Ebyon is once opposed to 
'dthir, Ps 499 ; nn d dal is opposed to it 5 times, Ex 30" Pr 10" 
22i« 2811 Ru 310. 

It is to be regretted that there is no English word which 
would both suit all the passages in which 'am occurs, and 
also indicate its connexion with dnuh, 'inndh, and 'Onl. 

4. In the laws of Ex 22", Lv 19 10 (=23"), Dt 
15" 24 la - u - 1B , now, 'dni is used as a purely colour- 
less designation of the persons whom we should 
describe as the 'poor.' But in the prophets and 
poetical books, esp. the Psalms, we see gradually 
other ideas attaching themselves to the term. 
Thus allusions are made, especially by the pro- 
phets, to the oppression of the 'dniyylm, at the 
hands of a hign - handed and cruel aristocracy 
(Am 8* [Heb. marg.], Is 3 M - 18 10 s 32? [Heb. marg.], 
Ezk 16* [in Sodom], 18 la 22» ; Job 24*- » Pr 30 T *) ; 
so that they become the objects of special regard 
on the part of a righteous king ( Jer 22'*, Ps 72*" *• "), 
or individual (Ezk 18 17 , Is 58 7 , Zee 7 W , Ps 82*, Pr 22« 
31"- -* ; cf. Pr 14" [Heb. text], Dn 4"), and especi- 
ally of Jehovah (Is 14 53 , cf. v. 80 ; implicitly, also, 
in the other passages quoted). 

6. Comp. the allusions to the oppressions of the "needy 
(□'jV^^t) in Am 2< 41 6" 8«- », Is 327, j er C** and elsewhere, 
and of the ' reduced ' (D'H EV 'poor') in Am 27 41 6" 8», Is 
103 etc. (both words often in parallelism with 'dm't/yim) ; and 
the manner in which it is promised that they will be in a 
special degree under the protection of the ideal king (Ps 72*- 
12. 13, Is in), and that— like the 'dniyyim in Is 14»— they will 
be the first to benefit, when societv is regenerated, anil J" 
establishes His ideal kingdom (Is 1430 254 20'»). 

6. So in Ps 18 27 God is spoken of as saving the 
'afflicted [or humbled) people' ('jy oy), but as 
abasing the ' haughty eyes ' ; and in Is 26*, when 
the tyrannical city has been destroyed, it is men- 
tioned, as a special ground for satisfaction, that 
the 'ant and the dalllm may then tread unmolested 
over its ruins. 'Ani is used also of Israel, suffering 
in the wilderness or in exile or war, and regarded 
as implicitly or ideally righteous, and eliciting in 
consequence Jehovah's compassion, Ps 68 10 , Is 41 17 
49" 51 s ' 54", cf. Hab 3". In Zeph 3" the ideal 
Israel of the future, who survive after the coming 
judgment has removed from Jerusalem the ' proudly 
exulting' ones, so that none will any more be 
' haughty ' in God's holy mountain, are character- 
ized as a ' humbled and poor people ' (Vjj •}« oy), 
who will ' take refuge ' in the name of J", and (v. M ) 
be free from all iniquity. Perhaps, indeed, the 
expression means also Israel generally in Is 26*. 

7. These passages show that 'dni (' afflicted,' 
' poor'), as also its frequent parallel 'ebydn (* needy '), 
and, though somewhat less distinctly, dal (EV 
also mostly ' poor '), came gradually to imply more 
than persons who were merely in some kind of 
social subjection, or material need : they came to 
denote the godly poor, the suffering righteous, the 
persons who, whether ' bowed down,' or ' needy,' or 
' reduced,' were the godly servants of Jehovah. 
It is evident that in ancient Israel, especially in 
later times, piety prevailed more among the 
humbler classes than among the wealthier and 
ruling classes: indeed the Tatter are habitually 
taken to task by the prophets for their cruel and 
unjust treatment of the former. In particular, as 
Rahlfs (p. 89) observes, 'dm acquired thus, not 
indeed a religious meaning, but a religious colour- 
ing. This colouring appears most frequently in 
the Psalms : note the following passages, in which, 
if they are compared carefully with the context, 
it will become evident that the 'dniyylm (fre- 
quently II with the ' needy ') are substantially 
identical with those who are elsewhere in the 
same Psalms called ' the godly,' ' the righteous,' 
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•the faithful,' etc.: Ps 9" (Heb. text*; RV) 
1(F- »• "• w (Heb. text * ; RV) [comp. 9 10 « those that 
know thy name' and 'that seek after thee,' 10 17 
' the humble ' (see below)] ; 12* [see v. 1 ' the godly,' 
'the faithful']; 14"» [v. b 'for J" is his refuge'']; 
IS" 22" 25' 8 ('I am solitary and 'dnl'; cf. 69* 
88"), 34 8 35 10 - 10 (delivered by J"), 37" (cf. v. ls ), 40" 
= 70 8 (' I am 'dnl and needy ' ; so 8G 1 109"), 74"- » 
102 tiUe 109 18 140 13 ; see also Is 66 2 , Job 34* 3G 8 - u (cf. 
the cognate subst. 'dnl, AV 'trouble,' or 'afflic- 
tion,' in Ps 9 13 25" 3l 7 88» 119 80 - «• of the 
Psalmists' own sufferings : also 44 s4 107 10 - 41 ). Most 
of these passages — indeed, except Ps 18 1 ' 7 , probably 
all — are post - exilic ; and reflect the social and 
religious conditions of the post-exilic community : 
the religious ' colouring ' of 'dnl, which had been 
previously in process of acquisition, was then con- 
firmed. The troubles of which the 'dnl complains 
are, however, not poverty, but chiefly social and 
religious wrongs. 

8. From 'dnl is to be carefully distinguished a 
word with which it has been sometimes very need- 
lessly confused, 'dndtc. While 'dnl means one who 
is ' humbled ' or ' bowed down ' by adverse external 
circumstances, 'dndtc means one who is ' humble ' 
in disposition and character, ' humble - minded ' 
(Cheyne, OP, 98), or, to speak more specifically, 
one who bows voluntarily under the hand of God, 
and is ' submissive to the Divine will ' (Cheyne, 
Introd. to Is. 04 f., 206). It thus, unlike 'dnl, has 
from the beginning an essentially moral and re- 
ligious connotation. In AV and "RV it is mostly 
rendered * meek ' ; but meekness is predicated of 
a person's attitude towards other men, whereas 
'dndw denotes rather a man's attitude towards 
God ; so that 4 humble ' would be the better render- 
ing. 'Andw is less common than 'dnl : it occurs in 
Nu 12 s (of Moses) ; in the prophets, Am 2 7 8* (Heb. 
textt), Is ll 4 29 ,H 32 7 (Heb. text J) 61', Zeph 2 3 ; in 
the poet, books, Ps 9 18 (Heb. textt), 10' 7 22* 2o 9 - 9 
34* 37" ('the humble shall inherit the earth'), 69*» 
76" 147 8 149 4 , and the Heb. margin of Pr 3 s4 (opposed 
to D*3rS ' 8corners '), 16 1B (opposed to ' the proud ; cf. 
Sir 10" [Heb.]),— in all, of the ' humble,' either as 
victimized by wicked oppressors, or as the objects 
of Jehovah's regard, and recipients of His sal- 
vation. § The cognate subst. 'dndtcdh occurs Ps 
18 M (of J"), 45 4 ,|| Zeph 2* ('seek righteousness, 
seek humility ), Pr 15*'= 18" ('before honour is 
humility'), 22*. 

9. The Heb. marg. (Kerf) substitutes thrice (Am 8*. Is 32?, Ps 
9'8) humbled (' poor ') for humble of the text (Kethibh) ; and five 
times (Ps 9»2 io'2 Pr 3)» M 31 1610) humble for humbled ('poor') 
of the text (Kethibh),— in each case, it seems (cf. Rahlfs, t>. 64 f.), 
deeming the correction to express an idea better suited to the 
context (in Am 8*, Is 32?, Ps 9 1 * the parallel clause has needy ; 
in Pr'3 34 16 1 * humble forms evidently a juster antithesis to 
' scorner ' and ' proud ' than afflicted or ' poor "). The correction 
Is certainly right in Pr 3»-» 1<J>» probably also in Am 8* ; in the 
other passages it does not seem to be necessary. 

10. The two terms which have been here dis- 
cussed seem, in fact, to have been two of the more 
prominent and distinctive designations of a party 
in ancient Israel, which appears to have first begun 
to form itself during the period of the later pre- 
exilic prophets, but which, during the Exile and 
subsequently, acquired a more marked and dis- 
tinctive character — the party, viz., of the faithful 
nnd God-fearing Israelites, who held together, and 
formed an ccclcsiola in ecclesia, as opposed to the 

* The Heb. marg. (Kert) has in these passages the humble 
(RVm ' meek ') : see J 9. 

t The Heb. marg- (oniyyg), followed by RV, yields, however, 
a more suitable sense here ; it would also be better to read 
'uniyyi in 2? (cf. Is 102). 

J Heb. marg. (Kerf) the poor ; see 9 9. 

4 With Is 01' (LXX, wrongly, wntxM, and so in the quotation, 
Lk4i»)cf. Mt 115= Lk 722. 

I Where ' ride on on behalf of . . . meeknes* (humility) ' means 
that the king addressed is to take the field on behalf of the 
humble against their proud oppressors (see Cheyne or Kirk- 
patrick, ad loc.). 



worldly and indifferent, often also paganizing and 

?;rsecuting, majority. The Psalms, especially the 
salms of 'complaint,' abound with allusions to 
these two opposed parties, the opposition between 
which seems to have been intensified in the post- 
exilic period, till it culminated, in the age of 
Antiocnus Epiphanes, in the struggle between the 
nationalists and the Hellenizers. The God-fearing 
party are described by many more or less synony- 
mous designations, such as 'those that fear (or 
love) J",' ' those that seek (or wait for) J",' ' the ser- 
vants of J",' the ' godly' (/tdsldlm), the ' righteous,' 
etc. ; from the point of view of their social con- 
dition they are specially the 'dniyylm or (to adopt 
the conventional rendering) the ' poor,' from the 
point of view of their character they are the 
dndwlm or the ' humble.' The party opposed to 
them are the ' wicked,' the • evil-doers/ the 'proud,' 
the ' haters,' ' enemies,' or ' persecutors ' of the 
Psalmists and their co-religionists, who are de- 
scribed as ' seeking their life ' and ' delighting in 
their hurt,' etc., and as setting themselves in 
various ways to dishonour Jehovah, and bring 
reproach upon His servants (cf. Cheyne, JUL 
pp. 114-125).* The former party was that out 
of which a considerable number of the Psalms 
appear to have sprung, especially those which 
possess a representative character, and in which 
the Psalmist seems to give expression not simply 
to his own experiences and spiritual emotions, but 
also to those of a circle of similarly circumstanced 
godly compatriots. 

See, further, Gratz, Die Psalmen (1882), 20-87 (whose view, 
however, that the 'dnuicim were Levites, is not probable) ; 
Isidore Loeb, 'La Litterature des Pauvres" in HEJ, 1890-9-2 
(Nos. 40-42, 45, 46, 48), also published separately, Paris, 189-2 
(clever : exemplifies very' fully the characteristics of the ' poor,' 
especially in the Psalms, but exaggerates the idealism of the 
Heb. pocta, and also generalizes too freely) ; Rahlfs, op. cit. 
Hupfeld (on Ps 9") contended that and were used with- 
out any distinction of 'meaning, both signifying afflicted, with the 
collateral idea of humble ; but this view is antecedently improb- 
able, and not required by the facts, t Ges. (Then.) treated both 
words as meaning properly afflicted, but regarded 'dndw as 
having always the collateral idea of humble, meek. Recent 
scholars, as Dclitzsch and Cheyne (both on Ps 9 IS ), Lagarde, 
MMh. i. 81, Rahlfs, pp. 62-66, 73-80 (cf. Konig, Lab. li. 184, 76), 
more correctly distinguish 'dni, 'bowed down, from 'dndw, 
'one who bows himself,' — Del. and Cheyne, however, thinking 
also that, as affliction is the school of humility, and a man may 
be ' bowed down ' with consent of his own will, 'dm acquired 
secondarily the sense of 'humble.' It seems best, with Rahlfs, 
to keep the words entirely distinct : the 'aniyyim were, no 
doubt, known to be also ' humble,' and so could be opposed to 
the 'proud,' Ps IS 3 ?, or classed with the 'stricken in spirit,' Is 
66 s ; out the fact is not expressed by the term used. It would 
bo easier, if necessary, to read one word for the other, than to 
give one word the meaning of the other. The LXX preserves, 
on the whole, a consciousness of the distinction between the 
two words: the translators render 'dni (Kt.) by wing 13 times, 
by wttfjett 38 times, by r«<ri»e< 9-10 times, by trfttit only Zeph 
3", Zee 9», Is 26« ; and 'dndw (Kt.) by wp*tt 8 times, by <ri»« 
8 limes, by *T*z»t 4 times, by rmrum 4 times: in view, how- 
ever, of the frequency with which * and i are confused in LXX 
(Driver, Samuel, Ixv-lxvii), we cannot be sure that they always 
read the Heb. text exactly as we do. In the Targ., also (eepeci* 
ally in the Psalms, Rahlfs, p. 56 f.), the greatly predominant 
rendering of 'dni is 'poor." distressed," etc., while that of ami w 
is ' humble ' <J01?V)- And the Vulg. nearly always renders dni 
by pauper, egenut, mope, but 'dndtc by mitu or mantuetui. 

S. R. Drivkr. 
POPLAR occurs twice in EV (Gn 30", RVm 
'styrax,' Hos 4 W ). The Heb. nj$, libneh, signifies 
'a white tree.' The LXX in Genesis gives <rrvpd- 
Ktros=storax, and in Hosea XttjKij = ' jioplar.' The 
authority of the Arab. Itibna, which signifies the 
storax, may be considered decisive as to the meaning 
of the Hebrew. Styrax officinalis, L. , of the order 

* Rahlfs, following Ewald, calls attention (pp. 5-29) to the 
numerous similarities of expression and situation characterizing 
in particular the group of Psalms, 22. 25. 31. 34. 85. 88. 40. 09. 
71. 102. 109; he assigns the group (p. 30 ff.) to the close of the 
Exile or shortly after. 

t The note is much abbreviated (the sentence on the original 
difference of 'JV and i:y being added) in Nowack's revised ed. of 
Hupfeld's Comm. (1888). 
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Styraeacete, is s shrub or tree 6 to 20 feet high, 
with ovate to round-ovate leaves, glabrescent at 
upper, and white-woolly at lower, surface. It 
bears numerous snowy-white flowers, resembling 
orange blossoms, 1 to 2 inches broad, and a green 
drupe-like berry. The officinal storax is the in- 
spissated juice of the inner layer of the bark. 
It has an agreeable vanilla-like odour. It was 
formerly employed in medicine as a stimulant 
expectorant, but is little used now. The name 
libneh, ' white,' is well justified by the snowy - 
wbite under surfaces of the leaves, and the wealth 
of beautiful white blossoms. No wild tree of the 
country is more ornamental than this. It is 
common in thickets from the coast to the sub- 
alpine regions. In Syria it is called hauz. It has 
been objected to the rendering 'styrax' (Hos 4 U ) 
that it is not large enough to give the * shadow ' 
required, and that therefore 'poplar' should be 
retained. We have, however, indicated that 
Styrax officinalis attains a height of 20 feet, and 
such trees would give a better shade than the tall, 
cylindrical poplar. Moreover, the poplar is a tree 
of valleys and plains, growing only by water- 
courses, while Styrax grows on dry hillsides, in 
localities similar to those of the oak and tere- 
binth. G. E. Post. 

PORATHA (Krnte ; B *apaSi0a, a *apa&6a, A Bap- 
SdOa). — The fourth of the sons of Hainan, who were 
put to death by the Jews ( Est 9 s ). The name is prob- 
ably Persian, and the LXX reading suggests that the 
true form is Poradatha (•qrrpB=' given by fate ' ?). 

PORCH.— A covered entrance to a building. It 
is generally outside the main building, and so 
differs from vestibule which is inside, and from 
which doors open into the several apartments of 
the house. Two words in OT denote porch, viz. 
Heb. dS'k ['Slam), found in Ezk 40 only, and ohw 
('iil&m), which occurs in 1 K, 1 and 2 Ch, Ezk, and 
Joel. As to the identical meaning of these Heb. 
ward a see under Arch. 

There is another Heb. word jvripp (misdirOn), 
which EV tr. by porch (Jg 3P ' Then Ehud went 
into the porch ). This word is not used else- 
where ; and while we do know that some part of 
a house is denoted, we have no means of saying 
what part. The versions render little if any aid, 
nor do the cognates throw any light on the mean- 
ing. The root is Tip (seder), a row, series, order. 
So fiTiyP (misde~rdn) might be expected, according 
to its etymology, to denote something built in line 
with or according to the form of something else, 
such as a wing, built along the outside walls of 
a porch, with sides at right angles to the main 
building. 

The word 'Hldrn or 'Slam is variously applied 
inOT. 

1. It is used of the porch erected to the east of 
Solomon's temple, 1 ly 6 s and 7 1S , and 2 Ch 15 s 
29"- It was 20 cubits long by 10 broad ; its 
height is not given in 1 K, but in 2 Ch 3* it is 
said to be 120 cubits high. Now, a porch 20 cubits 
long, 10 broad, and 120 high would be a mon- 
strosity ; indeed the whole verse as it stands is 
senseless. Kautzsch, Bertheau, Oettli, and Kittel 
attempt a reconstruction, and all agree that 120 
for the height is an evident mistake ; A of the 
LXX, the Syr., and Arab, versions have 20, which 
is likely enough to be correct, though Bertheau 
prefers reading 30. Aug. Hirt (Der Tempel 
Salomo's, p. 4), together with the above authori- 
ties, exceptiug Bertheau, decide for 20. If the 
text is to be upheld, it is to be explained, as by 
Ewald (Gesch. iii. p. 42), according to the well- 
known leaning of trie Chronicler to exaggeration ; 
but in this case the exaggeration is one which 



makes the writer ridiculous, and it is far better 
to emend the text. The similarly situated porch 
of Ezekiel's temple has the same name, Ezk 40* 
41" (read with Cornill, sing. ' porch '). 2. The same 
word is employed for each of the two porches 
belonging to Solomon's palace, the 'porch of 
pillars' 1 K 7 8 , and the ' throne porch ' (or place of 
judgment), 1 K 7 7 . 3. In Ezk the word stands for 
the two large apartments, one lying at the inner 
end of the outer gate, the other at the outer end of 
the inner gate. It is in this connexion that the 
form 'eldm is mostly, though not exclusively, em- 
ployed. Of these minor porches there were in all 
six : one at each of the three outer (N. E. S.), and 
one at each of the three corresponding inner gates. 

In NT three separate Gr. words are translated 
in EV ' porch.' 

1. Mk 14 63 ' And he (Peter) went into the porch.' 
The Gr. word (rpoavkiop) denotes a covered way 
leading from the street into the court of a house ; 
a sort of passage. ' Forecourt ' is the word given 
in RVm. 2. Mt 26" ' And when he (Peter) was 

ffone out into the porch.' This passage is paral- 
el with the former, and, though rvkuv usually 
means door, doorway, there can be no doubt that it 
has here the same signification as xpoav\iov in Mk. 
3. Jn 5* ' Now there is in Jerus. by the sheep gate 
a pool, which is called in Heb. Bothesda, having 
five porches.' These porches (croal) are simply 
five covered ways joining the street with a i*oof. 
In three other places, in each case in the phrase 
4 Solomon's porch,' is the word <tto& found (Jn lO* 3 , 
Ac 3 11 5 1S ). This was a portico on the eastern side 
of the temple building, hence called by Jos. {Ant. 
XX. ix. 7) vroa avaroXiKJi, and supposed by him to 
have survived the destruction ot the temple in 
B.C. 586, and to go back to Solomon's own day 
{ib. xiv. xi. 5, XX. ix. 2 ; Wars, v. v. 1). It is 
generally agreed that this eastern porch, as well 
as the other porches existing in our Lord's time, 
were due to Herod's restoration ; yet, if this porch 
was built so near the time of Josephus, it is singular 
that he should have thought it to be the work 
of Solomon. T. W. Davies. 

P0RCIUS FESTUS.— See Festus. 

PORCUPINE.— See Bittern. 

PORPOISE.— See Badger. 

PORT. — This word has in its time played many 
parts. It has meant (1) carriage of the body, 
demeanour (from Lat. portare, to carry) ; (2) a 
harbour (from Lat. partus) ; (3) an entrance, a 
gate (from Lat. porta, through Fr. porte) ; and (4) 
a wine (from Oporto, in Portugal). Of these 
meanings (1) and (3) are now almost obsolete. In 
AV the only occurrence of the word is Neb 2", 
where it means ' gate,' the same Heb. word ("W) 
beinjj translated 'gate' in the same verse. In 
Ps 9 14 Pr. Bk. there is an instance of the Ranie 
meaning, 'That I mave shewe all thy prayses 
wyth in the portea of the daughter of Syon.' 
Knox often uses the word, sometimes adding 
'gate' as if the classical 'port' might not be 
familiar. Thus, Hist. p. 408, 'They caused to 
keep the Ports or Gates and make good Watch 
about the Towne'; Works, iii. 311, 'Let every 
man put his sworde upon his thvgh, and go in and 
out from porte to porte in the tentes ; and let 
every man kil his brother, his neyghboui-, and 
every man his nigh kynsman ' ; p. 323, ' They be- 
gynne to syncke to the gates of liell and portes of 
desperation.' Davies quotes Scott's line in Bunn't 
Dundee — 

' Unheuk the West Port, and let us pae free." 

J. Hastings. 
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PORTER (->yiB\ in Ezr 7 s4 Aram, jrj?; LXX *v\up!n 
and Ovpupdt, NT ffvpwpfa) occurs frequently in our 
English versions, especially in the Bks. of Chron- 
icles and Ezra-Nehemiah. It has always the sense 
of gatekeeper (French portier), being a derivative 
from porta, ' a gate.' Owing to the ambiguity of 
the Eng. word, which also means the carrier of a 
burden (French porteur, from porter, 'to carry'), 
it would have been well if ' gatekeeper ' had been 
uniformly adopted as the rendering ot the Hcb. and 
Gr. terms. RV has at least ' doorkeepers ' in 1 Ch 
15 18 16* 23" 26 L ,2 - w , 2 Ch 8". 

For the employment of 'porters' in public or 
private buildings, as well as at sheepfolds (Jn 10 3 ), 
see art. Gate in vol. ii. p. 113* ; and for the duties 
and the organization of the Levitical ' porters,' see 
art. Priests and Levites. J. A. Selbie. 

POSIDONIUS (UoffiStbKios).— An envoy sent by 
Nicanor to Judas Maccabeeus (2 Mac W, cf. 
1 Mac T 27 -* 1 ). 

POSSESS.— The verbs possidire and possidire are 
said to be distinguished in Latin, the former meaning 
to ' have in possession,' 1 own,' the latter to ' take 
possession ot,' ' win.' The Eng. verb ' to possess ' 
adopted both meanings. In A V it nearly always 
means ' to take possession of,' ' win.' This is some- 




nut so, as Gn 22" ' Thy seed shall possess the gate 
of his enemies'; Lk 18 Ia 'I give tithes of all that 
I possess'; 2 1 1 ' 'In your patience possess ye your 
souls ' ; * 1 Th 4* 4 1 hat every one of you should 
know how to possess his vessel in sanctitication 
and honour.' Cf. Fuller, Holy Warre, 14, 'The 
Saracens had lately wasted Italy, pillaged and 
burned many churches near Rome it self, conquered 
Spain, invaded Aquitain, and possessed some 
islands in the mid-land-sea'; and Ac l 18 Rhem. 
'And he in deede hath possessed a field of the 
reward of iniquitie.' 

Sometimes the meaning is to ' enter into posses- 
sion,' ' inherit,' as Job 7 s 'So am I made to possess 
months of vanity' (^> '^n;n |j); Zee 8" '1 will 
cause the remnant of this people to possess all 
these things' ("p^o}.?], RV 'I will cause ... to in- 
herit'). 

So ' to be possessed of ' a thing is to inherit it, 
to have it in possession, Jos 22* ' the hind of their 
possession, whereof they were possessed.' Cf. 
Fuller, Holy Warre, 213, ' Charles subdued Man- 
fred and Comadine his nephew . . . and was 
possessed of Sicilie, and lived there.' The active 
lorm is found in Knox, Hist. 265, 'Them hee 
possessed in the Land of Canaan.' 

To be possessed with a spirit (of goodt or evil) 
is in Ac 8" 16 16 simply to lte ' held' by the spirit, 
but elsewhere means to be under the influence of a 
demon (dainovitintvot). See next article. 

J. Hastings. 

POSSESSION means the control or mastery of the 

* The Greek of this familiar passage is it ttJ urtfutri iui, 
MTf.rifVt rk; ili/v« ip.it. There is a various reading *rV,rsWi 
for Mii.nrtii well supported and adopted by Tischendorf. But 
with cither form the meaning is 'gain possession of.' 'win' 
(RV), not ' hold in possession,' which would demand the pert, 
tense. The Vulg. gives pouiidtbUil, after which Wye. 'ye 
schulen welde ' ; Tina, has ' With youre pocience youre 
souU-H,' and he is followed pretty closely oy subsequent versions, 
the meaning probably always being ' win.' But that the modern 
misunderstanding is not very modem may be shown from 
Clement Cotton's tr. of Calvin's I»aiah 40* (p. 400), 'He is 
earnest in giving of hope to the godly, wishing them to possesse 
their soules in puticnoe, until the Prophets were sent unto thcin 
with this joyful! and comfortable message." The Latin is qua 
patientrr deromtt morie tcrdium. 

1 Cf. Tindale's Work*, i 97, 'The Faith only maketh a man 
safe, good, righteous, and the friend of God . . . and possesseth 
us with the Spirit of God.' 



will of an individual by another and superhuman 
personality. This is a familiar feature in early 
Jewish psychological beliefs, bound up with the 
prevalent demonology and angelology of pre-exilian 
and post-exilian Israel. See art. Demon in vol. L, 
and for NT especially, p. 593. 

That psychological relations were in primitive 
times construed in material and spatial forms 
need not be argued here. It is obvious even from 
a superficial examination of the language em- 
ployed. Thus in 1 S 16 18 the ' evil spirit from 
God' is said to be upon (Vb) Saul, and the same 
preposition is employed in Is 61 1 of the spirit with 
which God inspires the prophet. Cf. the use of 
the phrase ' the hand of the Lord was upon . . .' 
The spirit of God passed into (a n^jt) Saul when he 
prophesied (1 S 10'° 18 lu ). On the other hand, in 
1 S 16 w the evil spirit is said to terrify (nya) Saul. 
In the vision of Micuiah the deceiving spirit pro- 
ceeds from the presence of Jehovah, and la ' in the 
mouth' of His prophets (1 K 22*»). 

The same language, therefore, is employed of 
Divine inspiration as of possession by an evil spirit. 
The supernatural agency was considered to pass 
into the individual and take possession of him, 
and he became visibly affected thereby. The lips 
of the prophet were for the time under the control 
of the Divine supernatural will, which spake by 
the mouth of the holy prophets (Lk l 70 ; but the 
same power might also cause dumbness, cf. vv.*- a ). 
While admitting that in some cases we have no 
more than the inevitable language of metaphor, 
the cumulative evidence of analogy leads us to 
refrain from pressing this view unduly. Thus the 
necromancer was considered to be occupied for the 
time by the spirit of the dead, and was said to be 
jSh ^a, though language in this case appears to 
invert the relation (see Necromancy under SOR- 
CERY). Similarly, the demon or evil spirit was 
believed to enter or pass out of the human subject 
or to be driven out. While subject to his influence, 
the individual was said to be Stunovitb/juvos (in 

Arab, ^x-sx* tnejnun, or possessed by a Jinn). 

Demon - possession was manifested by anything 
abnormal in personal appearance, especially in the 
strange look of the eyes. Among the many stories 
about Jan related by Doughty in his Arabia 
Deserta (vol. ii. p. 188 11'.) the following statement 
by Amm Mohammed is a good illustration : — 

'Last year a Jinn entered into this woman, my wife, one 
evening : and we were sitting here, as we sit now ; I, and the 
woman, and Haseyn. 1 saw it come in her eyes, that were 
fixed, all in a moment ; and she lamented with a labouring in 
her throat. . . . This poor woman had great white rolling eyes, 
and little joy in them ' (p. 101). 

Anything of an unhealthy nature, such as an 
uncanny expression ; any disease, and especially 
epilepsy or insanity, was ascribed to demon- 
possession. Epilepsy, in fact, derives its name 
fcir/X^is, ^tiXij^io) from having l>een regarded as 
due to an assault by demons (cf. Mk 9 18 ). In New 
Hebrew the epileptic patient is called njjj ' over- 
powered ' (cf. Syr. ] g ^**') In the NT the demon 
was said to ' bind ' (Suv), seize and rend (aaraXa- 
j3ttr and p-fyrattv in the graphic passage Mk 9 18 ), 
enter and pass out of (€l<r4px«rdai and f^px«rOat) 
the human subject. The terms predicated of the 
human subject may be found in art. Demon, vol. 
i. p. 593. Animals were likewise affected, Mk 5 ,a . 

Among the Jews and other nations of antiquity 
magical formula? were employed in which the 
potent names of supernatural powers were recited. 
Among the Jews this was chiefly the name of 
Jehovah varied in all possible forms, while among 
the Christians the name of Christ was so em- 
ployed. See article Magic and also Exorcism 
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Other remedies of a material character were also 
used. It is doubtful whether iu Ja 5 M there is 
anything of a magical or semi-magical character, 
implying a belief in demon-possession. It should 
be noticed, however, that in this case the * name ' 
was invoked, just as in exorcisms. 

Owen C. Whitehouse. 

POST. — i. Door or gate-post. — 1. rendered 
* lintel 'in 1 K 6 31 (li Vm ' posts '), where, probably, 
the stone case of the door is intended ; as also in 
Etk 40 and 41, where RV prefers 'jambs' to AV 
'posts.' It is derived from W as indicating what 
projects in front of or around the door. 2. .t*k 
(possibly from o* in a metaphorical sense), once 
rendered by AV 'posts' (Is 6 4 ) ; RV substitutes 
' foundations.' 3. nptif, from an unused root m ' to 
move oneself about,' applied to the post on which 
the hinges turn. In later times the name was 
transferred to the small cylinder attached to the 
doorpost, containing a strip of parchment on which 
are written these two passages, viz. Dt 6*~" and 
ll 13 * 21 . Every pious person on passing out or in 
touches this reverently, and then kisses his finger. 
4. from root 189 ' to spread out,' rendered ' post ' 
three times in AV (2 Ch 3 7 , Ezk 41 18 , Am 9'). In 
each case RV rightly substitutes ' threshold.' 

On the doorposts the blood of the lamb was 
sprinkled (Ex 12 7 etc.) ; and here the words of the 
law were to be written (Dt 6* etc., see No. 3, above). 
Moslems copy the Jews in writing verses from the 
Koran on their doorposts. The German Temple 
Christians in Palestine have engraved a text of 
Scripture over every doorway in their colonies. A 
servant who wished, not to avail himself of the law 
of freedom was brought by his master ' unto God,' 
' unto the doorpost,' and had his ear pierced with 
an awl (Ex 21 6 ). A special sanctity seems in the 
East always to gather round the doorway (see art. 
Threshold). To this it may be due that while 
the woodwork of the temple was of Lebanon cedar, 
the doorposts were made of native-grown olive 
(1 K 6 s3 ). 

iL Carrier of letters or despatches. — f}» pi- DV fl 
('runners'), once (2 K ll u ) prji from pn 'to run.' 
The 'runners' formed the royal guard (1 S 22", 
see art. Guard), kept the king's house, and were 
available for other service (1 K 14P*; 2 K 10 s9 
ll 4 *-)- From them were chosen the couriers, who 
conveyed royal mandates throughout the kingdom 
(2 Ch 30*, Est 3 1 *- "). Those of the Persian monarch 
were mounted on 'swift steeds' (Est 8 10 - 14 RV*). 
The swiftness characteristic of this service gives 
l>oint to the saying of Job 9-* ' My days are swifter 
than a post.' W. Ewino. 

POT. — See Food in vol. ii. p. 40, s. ' Vessels.' 

POTIPHAR (nj'OW ; LXX in Gn 37 M A Flerpe^, 
E Luc. Ilrre^p^t, in 39 1 ADE Luc. Her<^w}j; + 
Vulg. Putiphar). 

The name is generally regarded (e.g. by Ebers, In Smith, DIP 
i. ii. 1794*) as a Heb. abbreviation of Potlphera JOJ T 1 *. in 
which case it would be Egyp. P'-dy-p'-lt' , and mean 'He 
whom the Ra (or the Sun-god) gave ' ; see Sethe, Dt aleph 
proethetico in lingua ceg. verbi formis prcepotito, 1892, p. 81 
(a reference, for which the writer is indebted to Mr. F. Ll. 
GrifflthX who quotes as parallel formations I"-dy-'lmn 'He 
whom Amnion gave,' P'-dy-'it 'He whom Isis gave.' Sethe 
also observes that in Greek transcriptions the first two syllables 
are commonly represented by Hiti-, as in I liriff* itself, Urn- 
i«, VUnmrrmfTTh limxifru, Tkrinpit, etc., and refers, for a 
long list of such names, from papyri and other sources, to 



•The rendering 'neifl steeds' is probable, but not certain 
vp, (a rare synonym of OW) denotes a species of horse possessed 
of some valuable quality, which may likely enough have been 
swiftness. 

f The form Xluruftf is also found, as in ed. Aid., and a 
15th cent. M8 ap. Lagarde, Gen. Graeee |cf. p. 20] ; Philo, i. 
1S4, «M (Mang.) ; Cramer, Anted. Par. ii. 174. 25 (Parthey, 
p. 78). But it is certainly false (Griffith). 
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Parthey, JEg. Personennamen, 1864, p. 79 ff. Liebleln's pro- 
posal (PSBA, 1898, p. 208 f.) to identify 'Potiphar' with the 
isolated and uncertain Pt-bir (p. 24 a.*), does not make the 
etymology any clearer. 

The name of the 'officer' (onp, lit. eunuch) of 
Pharaoh, and 'captain of the body-guard' ("if 
D'njc? ; see vol. ii. p. 768* n. X), to whom Joseph 
was sold by the Midianites (Gn S7 38 ), and who 
appointed Joseph to wait upon the prisoners con- 
fined in the state-prison (16. p. 768 n. ||), which 
was in his house (40 lff -) ; in the existing text of 
Gn, also, the Egyptian who made Joseph super- 
intendent of his household, and whose wife made 
the advances to Joseph which the latter rejected 
(39*). 

It Is doubtful whether these two personages are not In reality 
distinct On 37* 40 1<r - belong to E, and 39i"- to J ; and there 
are strong reasons (cf. ii. pp. 707 h , 708 n. I) for supposing, as is 
done by nearly all modern critics, that the words ' Potiphar, 
an officer (eunuch) of Pharaoh's, the captain of the guard' in 
3&i, are an addition made by the redactor, who identified 
Joseph's 'master,' mentioned in ch. 3ft, with Potiphar, the 
'captain of the body-guard,' of 37 s * 40-™-; if this view be 
correct, the original narrative of ch. 39 (J) knew nothing of 
' Potiphar,' but simply mentioned ' an ' (unnamed) ' Egyptian,' 
to whom the lahmaelites sold Joseph. It may be noticed 
that, in the existing narrative, the description, ' an Egyptian,' 
attached in 301 to ' Potiphar, an eunuch of Pharaoh's,' etc, 
seems a rather pointless addition, whereas, standing alone, it 
would have an adequate raison d'etre. 

The ' captain of the guard ' was not a specially 
Egyptian office ; the same title (with only 3T for 
■vr) being used also of a chief officer of Nebuc" ad- 
nezzar (2 K 25" al. ; see above, ii. 768* n. J). The 
number of court- and state-officials mentioned in 
Egyp. inscriptions is very great (Ebers, JEg. u. 
die Bb. Mose's, p. 300 ; and esp. Brugsch, Die 
JEgyptologie, 1889, pp. 213 f., 222-227, 243 f., 299- 
301) ; but the office attributed to Potiphar does 
not appear to have been definitely identified : per- 
haps it was that of ' the general and eldest of the 
court' of the Hood-papyrus, an important official, 
whom Brugsch (p. 213) and Maspero [Joum. As. 
1888 (xi.), p. 273) identify with the apxyrufULTtt- 
d>i)Xaf, often mentioned in the Ptolemaic period ; 
see Grenfell, Greek Pap. 1896, 38. 1, 42. 1 ; M. L. 
Strack, Die dyn. der Ptol. 1897, p. 219 ff., Inscr. 
Nos. 77 ( = C1G 4677), 95, 97 (VJG 2617), 108 
(CIG 4893), 109, 111, 171 ; Jos. Ant. XII. ii. 4 
(cf. 2).* Eunuchs were apparently not as common 
in ancient Egypt as in other countries, though 
they seem to oe represented on the monuments 
(Ebers, I.e. p. 298) ; it iR, however, possible that 
saris is used in the more general sense of officer, — 
neitlier the 'captain of the body-guard,' nor the 
chief butler or baker (to both of whom the same 
term is applied in 40 s * 7 J, holding a kind of office 
which would be very naturally deputed to a 
eunuch (though cf. Jos. Ant. XVI. viii. 17, — cup- 
bearers at Herod's court): Ges., however [Thes. 
p. 973), doubts this general application of the 
term ; and LXX, at any rate, have a-wiiuv in 37 s4 
and cCrodxo* in 39'. If the name Potiphar did not 
occur in the original text of ch. 39, tho question 
of his marriage does not arise ; it may be men- 
tioned, however, that (assuming the word saris 
to have its proper force) cases are on record, in 
both ancient and modern times, of eunuchs being 
married (Burckhardt, Arabia, i. 290; Ebers, p. 
299). 

On the narrative of ch. 39 enough has been said 
above, vol. ii. pp. 768*, 772. It is remarkable that 

•Of course DTiaon -ib- means properly 'chief (or superin- 
tendent) of the slaughterers (or cooks [1 S ; and, in spite of 
2 K 26» etc., it might in Genesis have this meaning (cf. LXX 
ifXiftxyuptt) : in this case, the expression might (as Mr. Griffith 
suggests) denote the ' royal cook,' an official who acquired at 
Thebes m the New Empire many important administrative 
functions — leading expeditions to the quarries, investigating 
tomb-robberies, etc. (see Erman, Aigypten, Index, ».t>. 'Truch- 
seas' ; and comp. above, vol. iL p. 774, the note on Ab). 
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names of the form * Potiphera,' ' Potiphar' (if this 
be rightly regarded as really the same name), 
appear first in the 22nd dyn. (the dyn. of Shishak),* 
and are frequent only in the 2>(th dyn. (B.C. 664- 
525) ; it is thus at least doubtful how far either one 
or the other really springs from the age of Joseph 
(see, further, vol. L 665 b , ii. 775*). 

S. R. Driver. 
POTIPHERA (jn? *tf b ; LXX A Utrptdnfi, E Luc. 
Tlereipprjs ;t Vulg. Putiphare ; on the etym. see 
under POTIPHAR).— The priest— i.e., no doubt, the 
chief priest — of On (which see), — i.e. of the famous 
and ancient temple of the Sun, at On, — whose 
daughter Asenath was given by Pharaoh to Joseph 
for a wife (Gn 41«- w 46*). S. R. Driver. 

POTSHERD.— This is the translation in Job 2 s , 
Ps 22 18 , Pr 26°, and Is 45» «• of fcnn heres, which is 
rendered ' sherd' in Is 30", Ezk 23 s4 , but elsewhere 
(usually with 'V?) ' earthen vessel.' Potsherd occurs 
also in Sir 22 7 as tr. of barpoKov, which is the LXX 
word for here* in Job 2", Ps 22» Pr 26 J , Is 30". 
The Eng. word, which is a sherd (shred) or frag- 
ment of pottery, is illustrated by Skelton's (Skeat's 
Specimens, 143)— 

' But this mad de Amalecke, 
Lyke to a Momelek, 
He regardeth lorries 
Mo more than potshordes'— ■ 

and Spenser, FQ VL i. 37— 

'They hew*d their helmee, and plates asunder brake. 
As they had potshares bene.' 

In translating, the distinction has to be made be- 
tween ' earthen vessel ' and ' fragment of earthen 
vessel.' The latter is the meaning, according to 
Oxf. Heb. Lex., in Job 2 s 41*-, Is 30", Ezk 23". 
R V makes two changes. Job 41* AV * sharp stones 
are under him ' is changed into ' his underparts 
are like sharp potsherds'; Pr 26 s3 *a potsherd' 
becomes ' an earthen vessel.' J. Hastings. 

POTTAGE (Ttj naztd, LXX tywia, Vulg. pul- 
mentum).—A kind of thick broth made by boiling 
lentils or other vegetables with meat or suet, 
usually in water, but sometimes in milk. Robin- 
son says that lentil pottage made in this manner 
is very palatable, and that he 4 could very well con- 
ceive, to a weary hunter, faint with hunger, they 
(lentils) might be quite a dainty ' (i. 167). Thomson 
speaks of its appetizing fragrance, which it diffuses 
fur and wide ; and he gives an account of a meal 
in which this pottage was eaten out of a saucepan 
placed on the ground in the middle of the com- 
pany, a cake of bread, doubled spoon - fashion, 
being dipped in the pot to carry the pottage to 
the mouth. * European children born in Palestine 
are extravagantly fond of it' (L. and B. i. 252). 
The pottage prepared by Jacob was of the red 
lentil (see Food, vol. ii. 27), hence Esau's emphatic 
' the red, this red ' (Gn 25 w ). For a mess ot this, 
called in He 12 w ppCxrit pla ('a mess of meat'), 
Ewiu sold his birthright. Labat in his account 
of the visit of the Chevalier d'Arvieux to Hebron 
in 1660 says that at the entrance to St. Helena's 
Church, now a mosque, there is a great kitchen 
where pottage is daily prepared of lentils and 

• For the name ' Petu-boal ' cited above, vol. ii. 774» n. *S, is 
ven* doubtful, Mr. Griffith informs the writer, in both meaning 
and date. It is properly Pt-ber (Lieblein, Diet, de* A'um* 
HUrogl. No. 563) ; and ' though ber is the correct spelling for 
Baal, there is do determinative to show that it was intended 
for that. Pt, also, is not the same as P'-d.i/ (in Pdy-'Imn, 
etc., above); and it is difficult to find a meaning for it. The 
name is at present known only to occur once ; and it may be 
wrongly copied, or may not be a compound at all. The period 
lo which it belongs is also quite uncertain : it may be that of 
the Hyksos ; but it may also be earlier, or much later.' 

* Also rii>Ti*£jr, ed. Aid., and the MS cited p. 23 n. ♦ ; 
EuHeb. Prajt. Ev. ix. 21. 8; Cramer, Anted. Par. ii. 176. 14; 
rubric. Cod. Pmntdtpigr. ii. 86(Parthey, p. 78). 
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other vegetables in commemoration of this event, 
which is supposed to have taken place here (?), 
and is freely distributed to all comers ; ' We have 
partaken of it ' (ii. p. 237). This practice does not 
seem to be kept up at the present day. 

Pottage was known in Egypt at an early period, 
and was called ashd (Copt. uOYUJ). Wilkinson 
has copied a tomb-painting representing a man 
cooking this food (ii. 34, fig. 301, 9). In Palestine 
a variety of vegetables entered into its composi- 
tion, as in Scotch broth.' Apparently the globe 
cucumber (Cucumis prophet arum), a common plant 
about Samaria, was sometimes used to thicken it ; 
and we are told in 2 K 4" that one of the * sons 
of the prophets' mistook <*ny np^B, probably the 
violently purgative Citmllus colocynthia, for thia 
plant. The colocynth is common in the Shephelah 
and about the shores of the lower Jordan Valley, 
but not in the middle higher lands (see Food, 
vol. ii. p. 28). 

The prophet Haggai names pottage with bread, 
wine, and oil as the common articles of diet which 
a priest, bearing holy flesh, would be likely to 
touch inadvertently with the skirt of his garment 
(2 ,a ). Ndzid, being chiefly made of vegetables, 
differs from pdrak (only in const, ph'ak, Is 65 4 
Kethibh), which ' seems to have been a kind of 
minced col lops made of meat disjointed, or finely 
cut up and boiled in water (of. 'mortrewes and 
potages' below). {CerS has merak, as in Jg 6 l> - -", 
a name which is also applied to the same dish. 
Some suppose these to be soup poured over broken 
bread. 

The word 'pottage' was originally the same 
as the French potagc and spelled like it, as in 
Chaucer's Prologue to the Pardoners Tale, 82, and 
Piers Plowman, who writes 'potage and payn 
(bread) ynough' (Text B. xv. 310), 'mortrewes 
(pounded meat) and potages' (ib. xiii. 41). In the 
Boke of Curtasye, whose date is uncertain, prob- 
ably about 1460, potage is the first course at 
dinner (iii. 765), and is to ba eatan without ' grete 
sowndynge ' (i. 69). In the 1557 ed. of SeageVs 
Schoole of Vertue (iv. 444), it appears with two t's, 
and it is spelled as we now have it in all editions 
of the English Bible from 1560 to the present. In 
Russell's Boke of Nurture, dating from about 
1460, there is a section on different kinds of 
potages. A. MACAUSTER. 

POTTER, POTTERY.— The art of the potter 
(Heb. itf' or V, ptcp. of "w 'to form or fashion'; 
Gr. Kfpau(fa) can l»e traced back to a very early 
date in Egypt, and within recent years there have 
been considerable ' finds' in Palestine of specimens 
of pottery, some of which are much older than the 
date of the Israelite conquest. Upon the ground 
especially of the discoveries at Tell el-I$esy (1 Lach- 
ish), Flinders Petrie has sought to construct a 
complete history of the pottery of Palestine, which 
he divides into three period's (see the following 
article, and compare Petrie and Conder in PEFSt, 
1891, p. 68 ff. ; also Nowack, Lehrb. der Heb. Arch. 
i. 265 ff. ; Benzinger, Heb. Arch. 261 fl*.). The pro- 
ducts of the potter's industry would naturally be 
little used by the Israelites during the nomadic 
period of their existence, when vessels of skin or 
of wood must have been found more serviceable 
than those of earth (Nowack, I.e. p. 242; Ben- 
zinger, I.e. p. 214). Even after they entered 
Canaan, the Israelites appear to have been slow to 
adopt the vessels of the potter ; a skin is still used 
for holding milk (Jg 4 1J ), wine (1 S 16*>), or water 
(Gn 21 u '-); the Heb. in the first two of these pas- 
sages is ntf), in the third rrn, the Gr. in all three 
is &0K61. The earliest mention of pottery in the 
OT is in 2 S 17*, where, amongst the articles 
brought to David during his flight from Absalom, 
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were * earthen vessels ' (t»V ; B <ric*ih) 6<rrp&Kii>a, 
A om.). 

Both in the OT and in the Apocrypha there are 
allusions to the various processes carried on by 
the potter. He treads the clay (~rn) with his feet 
(Is 41-*, Wis 15 7 ), kneads it like dough and places 
it. upon the wheel, or rather wheel* (o:j?$ Jer 18* ; 
I. XX <»1 rQr XlOur, implying a reading D'^c 1 )- The 
'obniyim (a dual form used elsewhere only in 
Kx l w of the ' birth-stool') consisted, as the name 
implies, of two discs of wood, connected by a 
wooden pivot, and arranged the one above the 
other, the under wheel being the larger of the two. 
The wheels, which were capable of being revolved 
in opposite directions, were set in motion by the 
foot of the potter, who sat at his work. All these 
points, as well as the processes of firing and glazing, 
are referred to in Sir SB 4 ** (cf. the illustrations in 
Wilkinson, Anc. Egyp. 1837, iii. 164). The first of 
these processes, the tiring, perhaps explains Ps 22" 
* My palate [reading 'jn for *nS ' my strength '] is 
dried np like a potsherd' (fcnn, krrpaKor). The 
glazing process, in which the oxide of lead obtained 
in the course of refining silver was chiefly employed, 
gives point to the saying of Pr 26° ' Fervent [or 
j>erhaps 'smooth,' see Toy, ad loc.~\ lips and a 
wicked heart are like an earthen vessel overlaid 
with silver dross' (trin-SH n^tip o*j"p LXX 
apyOpto* StS6/ievoy fitra S6\ov Gxnrtp tarpuKOv irfrfrtow). 

Under the later kings the industry of the 
[ratter was so familiar as to furnish the prophets 
with figures in addressing their hearers. The 
classic instance of this is Jer 18, where the prophet 
describes how he paid a visit to the house of the 
iratter,* and found him fashioning a work on the 
wheels. 'And when the vessel that he made of 
the clay was marred in the. hand of the potter, he 
made it again another vessel, as seemed good to 
the potter to make it' (v.*). The lesson drawn is, 
'Cannot I do with you as this potter? snith the 
Lord. Behold, as the day in the potter's hand, so 
are ye in mine hand, O house of Israel' (cf. Is 28" 
45* 64", Wis 15 7<r , and the famous argument of St. 
Paul in Ro 9***, a passage which will be fully dis- 
cussed in art. Predestination, along with which 
it will be well to refer to Sanday - Headlam's 
'Romans' in Internal. Crit. Comm. ad loc). 
Again, in Jer 19 lir - a potter's earthen bottle (?ap3 
try;. LXX /9crdv rtrXatr/Urot torpaKiros) is pur- 
chased by the prophet, and afterwards broken in 
typical allusion to the approaching irretrievable 
ruin of the nation (cf. Ps 2-»=Rev 2", Is 30"). 

A guild of potters is mentioned by the Chronicler 
(1 Ch 4*). In P the 'earthen vessel' (fcrjrj 'V?) is 
repeatedly mentioned : Lv ft 28 [Heb. SI J as used for 
trading the flesh of the sin-offering ; ll* 3 as defiled 
by contact with unclean animals ; 14 s - 60 one of the 
two birds offered on behalf of the cleansed leper or 
leprous house is to be killed ' in an earthen vessel 
over running water' [i.e. so as to let the blood 
drop into the vessel and mingle with the water 
contained in it] ; 15 11 as defiled by an issue ; Nu 5" 
as used to contain the water in the jealousy ordeal. 
In all these instances the LXX has axevot durpd- 
Kivot> except in Lv 14° and Nu 5", in both of which 
it has &yyiov 6arp6.Ki*o*. In Jer 32" we read of a 
legal document (the deed of purchase of Hanamel's 
field) being kept in an earthen vessel. 

The figure of the potter at work is more or less 
consciously present in a number of instances where 
the verb ix* ia employed to describe the Divine 
activity in creating or fashioning men or other 
objects : Jahweh forms man of dust from the 
ground, Gn2 7 ; beasts and birds from the ground, 
v.»; Israel as a people, Is 27" 43'- 21 44" 45"*** 11 49 s 

• 8Jtuat*d probably near the gate Hareith (Jer IB* RV), or 
' gate of the potaherds ' (?), a name perhaps derived from the 
quantity of potaherds thrown out there. 8e* H arsitii. 



(even from the womb) 64 7 ; the individual Israelite, 
Is43 7 ; Jeremiah in the womb, Jer I s ; the eye of 
man, Ps 94*; the locust, Am V ; Leviathan, Pa 
104*; the dry land, Ps 95 s ; the earth, Is 45 ,8W »; 
the mountains, Am 4'*; the universe ("?s?), Jer 
10 M =51 W . The figure appears to be lost sight of, 
and nr. aim ply = ' form,' in such instances as Is 45 7 
the forming of light, Ps 74 17 summer and winter, 
Zee 12 1 the spirit of man, Ps 33'* the hearts of 
men. "ix* is also used figuratively of fashioning, i.e. 
foreordaining, an event or. situation, Is 22" 37* 
(=2 K 19**) 46", Jer 33*, cf. Ps 139". 

The potter's clay and the vessels fashioned from 
it are emblems in Scripture of what is feeble or of 
little value. In Dn 2" the feet of the image seen 
in vision by Nebuchadnezzar are described as part 
of iron and part of potter's clay (Aram. ~»rjp-*^ »jpq ; 
Theod. B simply 6<rrp6.Kivov, A" t < m 4 6arpaKivow Ktp- 
a/ilov ; LXX 6crrp6.KOv KepapuKoG), which leads to the 
interpretation, ' the kingdom shall be partly strong 
and partly broken' (RVra 'brittle,' Aram. Tj'Sfl, 
Theod. avrrpipSufvor, LXX avrrtrptHpAvov). In La 4* 
we have the forcible contrast : ' The precious sons 
of Zion, comparable to fine gold, how are they 
esteemed as earthen pitchers, the work of the 
hands of the potter ' [t/f *v rrpjp tryr'^^>, LXX els 
tf-yyia iarpaKina, tpya X fl P&' xepafUwt). Again, in 
2 Co 4 7 St. Paul declares, ' We have this treasure 
[sc. the ministry entrusted to him] in earthen 
vessels ' («V 6<rrpaK'mois oKtveaiv), perhaps in allusion 
especially to the weak bodily frame ot the apostle. 
' In a great house there are not only vessels of gold 
and of silver, but also of wood and of earth,' 
2 Ti 2* (nt&ti 6arp6.Kip*) ; cf. also. Is 29'« 45». 

Zee ll 1 * is a dilficult passage, especially when 
considered in connexion with Mt 27»'-. The Mas- 
soretic text is thus rendered in RV: 'The Lord 
said unto mc, Cast it unto the potter, the goodly 
price that I was prised {sic) at of them. And I 
took the thirty pieces of silver and cast them unto 
the potter in the house of the Lord.' Instead of 
"Ui-T^K 'unto the potter,' Gesenius (Then.) follows 
the Syr. in reading nyiKX 1 ?^ ' into the treasury.' 
This is adopted also by G. A. Smith, Wellhausen, 
Nowack, and others. The LXX lias eft ro x uvev - 
n)p«or, ' into the smelting furnace.' The words isik 
and txv might all the more readily i>e confused 
owing to the tendency of k to pass into ' betweeu 
two vowels. It is not improbable, however, that 
the Massoretes purposely obscured the reading 
unit from a feeling that the paltry wage which 
was unworthy of the prophet s acceptance could 
not fittingly be cast into tne treasury of God. In 
like manner the chief priests in Mt 27* say of the 
thirty pieces of silver returned by Judas, ' It is 
not lawful to put them into t ie treasury, since it 
is the price of blood.' Accordingly, they took 
counsel and bought with them the potter's field 
to bury strangers in. In this Mt characteristi- 
'cally discovers a fulfilment of prophecy, and it is 
manifestly the prophecy of Zee 11 13 that is in 
view, although it is attributed to Jeremiah, and 
quoted in a form that agrees neither with the MT, 
of which we have iust quoted the translation, nor 
with the LXX. The substitution of Jeremiah for 
Zechariah is no doubt simply due to a lapsus 
memories, which might occur ull the more readily 
in view of the allusions to the potter in Jer 18 and 
19, and the narrative of the purchase of a field 
from Hanamel in The following are the 

readings of the LXX (li) of Zee ll 13 and of the pro- 
fessed quotation in Mt 27 M - (according to WH's 
text)— 

Zee ll" Mt27"- 

Koi tlirty Ktf/xof vpbs fit, Kal tXajiov ra TfudKorra 
K&Oet aiirous els t6 x u " (V - dpyOpia, ri)v rtft^r rov Ten- 
TJ)fnoi>, xal OKtrf/ofiai (A nrj/ievov in irifiijaamo avb 
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Zee ll 13 . Mt27 yf -. 
aK^ai airrb) el S6kih5h vluv *Iffoai}\, *ral (duxa* 
4<rriv, bv Tpjxov i6oKifid<r07} (A* Ttl tduKtv, H Idwica) 
(B* fort AKQ iSoKiixda6i)v) avri els rbv dypbv rov 
vrip avrZv. kcU (\afioi> Kepafifus KaOA. avviTa^in 
rovs rpiiKovTo. dpyvpovi ko.1 /tot Kvpios. 
tvtfja\or ai-rovi (Is rbv (A 
0111. rbv) oIkov Kvpiov els 
rb x u * tvr ^P l0V ' 

RV in Mt 'And they (marc. ' I ') took the thirty 
pieces of silver, the price of him that was priced, 
whom (certain) of the children of Israel did price 
(marg. 'whom they priced on the part of the 
sons of Israel'), and they (marg. 'I') gave them 
for the potter's field, as the Lord appointed me.' 
The reading 'potter' is thus retained (although 
there appears to be in the context a consciousness 
also of the reading 'treasury'), the language is 
accommodated to cover the purchase by the priests 
of the potter's field, and the passage has mani- 
festly a Messianic character imposed upon it (see, 
further, Wellhausen, Die kleinen Pruj>lie.ten, ad 
loc., and arts. Akeldama, and Quotations Erf 
and J a). J. A. Seldie. 

POTTERY. — Materials for the study of the 
pottery of Southern Palestine from 1700 to 300 B.C. 
were furnished by the systematic excavation of 
the mound Tell el-IJesy by Petrie and Bliss, 1890- 
93 (see art. Lachish). At this site was found a 
series of superimposed mud-brick towns, eight in 
number, each distinguished by its own types of 
pottery. The already -dated foreign types (Greek 
and Phoenician) furnished a scale for approxi- 
mately dating the local ware with which tliey 
were associated, or which they overlaid. The 
results obtained at Tell el-JJesy have since been 
confirmed and amplified by extensive excavations 
at three other mounds, Tell Zakartya, Tell es- 
Safi, and Tell ej-Judeideh, as well as at Jerusalem. 
Briefly, these results are as follows. The pre- 
Seleucidan pottery may be divided into three 
groups — (1) earlier pre - Israelite ; (2) later pre- 
Israelite ; (3) Jewish. 

( 1 ) The earlier pre- Israelite ware has been found, 
unmixed with other styles, on the rock or virgin 
soil at three sites. The types include — {a) large 
bowls with very thick brims, the interior being 
faced with red or yellow and burnished with lines 
sometimes crossing ; (b) large jars with flat disc 
bottom, invecked necks, and ornamented with a 
cable - moulding ; (c) jars with surfaces scraped 




KARLT PRE-I8RAKLITE JAR. 



over with a comb and having ledge-handles of a 
wavy shape. These handles are typical of certain 
Egyptian pottery, regarded by Petrie as pre- 



historic ; he suggests a Lybian origin. All these 
characteristics come down t j later times, especially 




LEDOE-1IAXDLB. 

(Early Pre-Isroelitc.) 



the patterned burnishing, which is found in a 
debased form in Jewish jars. 

(2) The later pre- Israelite ware comes down to 
Jewish times, and is found in connexion with 
known ' Phoenician ' types, ranging from alx>ut 
1400 to 1000 B.C., and with Mycena»n ware of the 
same period. The most characteristic nativo forms 
are— (a) the open lamps and bowls, both_ with 
rounded bottom, often found purposely buried in 
groups ; {b) ware with painted ornament, consist- 




LATER PRE- ISRAELITE PAINTED WARE. 

ing chiefly of birds, zigzags, and spirals ; (c) small 
flasks with pointed bottoms ; (rf) stands for hold- 
ing these ; (c) female figurines (teraphim). 




BOWLS (BURIED) WITH LAMP. 

(3) The ware we call Jewish appears to he char- 
acteristic of the later Jewish monarchy, w hen the 
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local pre- Israelite and the Phoenician types had 
blended and had become debased. The com- 
monest types are — (a) cooking pots (blackened 
with smoke), with large wide mouths and small 
handles ; (6) open lamps, with thick disc bases ; 




JEWISH COOKING POT. 

(r) tiny rude black jugs ; (d) flasks with long neck 
and stand, out of all proportion to the small body ; 
(c) large jars with ribbed handles, stamped. The 
stamps are of three classes : stars of various 
forms ; ellipse containing name of the owner or 
maker in old Hebrew letters ; royal stamps. The 





and large am phone with loop handles. The red 
and black figured ware was also imported. 

The post-Selcucidan pottery of Palestine has not 
been as carefully studied as the earlier types. 
The Seleucidan forms are similar to those found 
at Alexandria. Khodian jar-handles stamped with 
Greek names are common. Roman sites contain 
the well-known ribbed amphora', and tiles with 
the stamp of the tenth legion : leg(io) x. PBE- 
(TEKSIS), are common about Jerusalem. In Chris- 



ROYAL STAMP OX JAR HANDLE. 

latter show a creature in two varieties, one with 
two expanded wings, the other with four. The 
second type is clearly a scarabectu. Above the 
symbol is invariably the legend iVa 1 ? ; below, the 
name of a town, as misr. As this ware appears to 
date from the time of the Jewish monarchy, the 
reading 'Belonging to the king of Shocoh' is un- 
tenable. Accordingly we should rather read : 1 To 
the king : (dedicated by) Shocoh.' Thus far three 
names of known towns have been recovered, 
Shocoh, Hebron, and Ziph, as well as the name 
ncsa, which is not mentioned in the Bible. As to 
the exact meaning of the stamp, several hy- 

Jotheses have been brought forward. Prom the 
iscovery of these stamped handles at Jerusalem 
it has been argued that they belonged to jars 
containing oil, wine, or other tribute sent to 
the capital by the towns mentioned. The wide 
geographical distribution (such as the finding of 
the stamp with Shocoh at five different sites) 
suggests that the place-names were those of 
royal potteries, situated at Hebron, Ziph, Shocoh, 
etc. 

Associated with the above-mentioned Jewish 
types we find Greek pottery, chiefly ribbed bowls, 




STAMP OF TUB 10TII LEGION. 



tian graves are found many closed lamps, stamped 
with elaborate patterns, sometimes showing crosses 
or a Greek inscription, as ATXXAPIA KAAA. 




CHRISTIAN LAMP. 

The same general type extended to Arab times. 
Finally, we have the Arab glazed Mare, found in 
Crusading sites, such as Blanche Garde at Tell 
cs-Sali. 

Literature. — Petrie, Tell el-Ilesy; Bliss, Mound of Many 
Citiet; Reports on the Excavations at Tell Zakariva, Tell cs- 
Safl, and Tell ej-Ju<lci<leh, I'Et'St, 1S99-1900 ; also the forth- 
coming volume on these Excavations. 

F. J. Bliss. 



Note.— The above illustrations are reproduced with the kind 
permission of the Palestine Exploration Fund Committee. 



POTTER'S FIELD. — See 

Potter. 



Akeldama and 



POUND. — See Money, vol. iii. p. 428*. and 
Weights and Measures. 

POVERTY. — A. In Old Testament. — The 
paucity of abstract terms in Hebrew is illus- 
trated by the fact that the words translated 
' poverty in EV occur chiefly in the Book of 
Proverbs, and other post-exilic works. These are 
(«) from icn, ' to lack ' : — i^n, "ncraj (cf. ipn, pTrn), 
tritta, wrripiiin, etc., egestns, etc.; (b) from rn; — 
vtt-i, rn, P"i, irevia, egestas, etc. The poor are 
frequently mentioned, the following terms being 
so translated : (r) "ven? [cf. (a)] ; (tl) en, ptcp. of tn 
[cf. (6)], v(vr)t, irruxot, etc., pauper, etc.; {r) from 
njy 1 be bowed down ' :— nyj t (Aram.), 'j^ 'afflicted,' 
' poor,' u;; ' humble,' 'lowly' (see art. Poor), vtnp, 
wtux&i, TpoOt, raxf i v6», etc. , pauper, etc. ; (/) from nan 
' crave ' : — p"3(i ' needy,' ririfs, irrw^ot, etc., pauper, 
etc.; (<j) from SVi 'hang down': — 71 'weak, de- 
pressed,' in Gn 41" of lean cows, wdnfi, irruxps, 
roiretfjf, etc., pauper, etc.; (A) |3;p (Aram.) only in 
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Ecclesiastes, ' poor,' Wpi/i, paupsr ; (i) the obscure 
and doubtful rtp^n, D'ljj^n, in Ps 10 8 - 10 - 1 *, perhaps 
' hapless, ' Wkijj, rruxfr, pauper. 

The cntts^* of poverty, apart from sloth, thought- 
lessness, and extravagance, were specially — (i.) 
Failure of crops and loss of cattle through bad 
seasons ; thus the Shunammite left her home- 
stead, by Elisha's advice, to avoid a famine (2 K 
8 1 ' 7 , cf. Neli 5 s ). Ati such times the townsfolk 
would suffer from the high price of food, and the 
falling off of trade through the destitution of the 
farmers, (ii.) Raids ana invasions, (iii.) Loss of 
property through the violence of the nobles, sup- 
ported by corrupted law courts, e.g. Naboth s 
vineyard (1 K 21) and the appropriation of the 
Shunammite's land during her absence, (iv.) 
Ruinous taxation and forced labour (corve'e) (Neh 
5 4, •). (v.) Extortionate usury, which took ad- 
vantage of the distress caused by bad seasons 
and heavy taxes to lend at high interest on the 
security of land. In many instances the debtors 
could not pay, and forfeited land and liberty to 
their creditors (Neh 5 1 " 8 ). 

In considering the character and extent of 
poverty, stress must be laid on the influence of 
polygamy and slavery. The almost universal 
habit of early marriage which seems to have 
existed amonpt freemen, together with concu- 
binage and polygamy, checked the growth of that 
destitution amongst unmarried women which is 
the most painful feature of modern poverty. 
Indeed, if the principles of family and clan life 
had been loyally carried out, a free Israelite could 
want only when the whole family or clan were 
destitute. But actual practice mostly fell far 
short of this ideal. 

Again, with us, the last resort of the poor is 
either the workhouse, or crime, or slow starva- 
tion ; in ancient Israel, the destitute liecame 
slaves. Indeed, the class corresponding to the 
great bulk of our poorer workers for wages, both 
domestic and industrial, was the slave - class. 
Hence the article Slave deals with the con- 
dition of the greater portion of the poor. There 
were, however, slaves whose position was much 
more honourable and comfortable than that of 
English labourers, and there were poor who were 
not slaves. The existence of slavery added to the 
resources of the poor man by enlarging his credit : 
he and his family could offer their persons as 
security for loans. 

Again, the mere lack of means, if it did not 
amount to absolute destitution, was far less dis- 
tressing than with us, because so little was needed 
in the way of house, furniture, clothes, firing, or 
even food. 

The classes of the poor most often mentioned 
are widows and orphans, and the gerim, or resident 
aliens. The former suffered because the family 
ties were not as real as they were supposed to he, 
the latter because they haa no actual family ties, 
and the bond of hospitality was soon strained to 
breaking point (Lv 10» Dt 14", Ps 94 6 , Jer 22 s , 
Zee 7'°, Mai 3 s ). See art. Ger. 

As regards poverty, however, the conditions 
were very different in the (our great periods of 
OT history. (1) The Nomndir period. In a nomad 
tribe there were richer and poorer and slaves ; but 
the bond of brotherhood in the tribe was kept alive 
by the constant necessity of mutual help and de- 
fence ; and distressful poverty was possible for the 
individual only when the fortunes of the whole 
tribe were at a very low ebb. 

(2) The Judges and the Early Monarchy. — 
During this period the clan and family system 
maintained a great, though perhaps diminishing, 
vitality : and its influence, as we have said, was 
against the growth of poverty. The great majority 



of free Israelite families held land ; they might 
suffer from bat! seasons, and from invasion, or 
the oppression of powerful fellow-countrymen ; * 
whole families mignt be swept away by plague 
or famine, carried away captive by the enemy, 
or reduced to slavery by native oppressors ; but 
with certain exceptions (see below) there was 
little permanent poverty. Gideon says (Jg 6 ,e ) 
' My clan (lit. ' thousand ') is the poorest (S?n) in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's 
house ' ; but the context shows that Gideon was 
fairly well off. It is probably not a mere accident 
that the first mention in history of a class of poor 
freemen comes soon after the establishment of the 
Monarchy. 1 S 22* tells us that there resorted 
unto David 'every one that was in distress (e>'i? 
p^up), or in debt, or discontented.' 

In this period, however, certain classes of land- 
less poor seem to have arisen. When the frontier 
receded through the successful attack of a neigh- 
bouring tribe, the Israelite refugees would seek 
shelter amongst their brethren. They could not 
always be provided with land, and probably formed 
a large portion of the gerim, the ger in this case 
being an Israelite settled in a strange tribe. In 
this period, too, the Levites are apparently both 
landless and poor, e.g. Micah's Levite, Jg 17. 18, 
and the Levite of Jg 19, both of whom were gerim ; 
cf. LEVI. The scant references to the poor in the 
older (JE) legislation, the Ten Commandments, the 
Book of the Covenant, etc., e.g. Ex 22* 23 s , indicate 
that poverty was not very widespread in this period. 

(3) The Later Monarchy.— We learn from the 
prophets of the 8th cent, that as the Israelite 
kingdoms advanced in wealth and civilization, 
pauperism developed. The rich added * house to 
house, and field to held' (Is 5 8 ), and the landless 
poor multiplied. 

The growth in luxury led to an increase of the 
artisan class and the town population generally. 
When the tide of prosperity ebbed, these classes 
bore the brunt of bad times. The prophets tried 
to keep the land for the peasant farmers, but their 
efforts were futile. Deuteronomy shows tliat 
poverty was a serious and widespread evil (10 17 " 1 * 
14"- a 15. 23'»- * 24 , °-] a 26 ,M »), and frequently refers 
to the Levites as an impoverished class (12 1 ** 1B 18). 
The Deuteronomic legislation attempted to remedy 
the evil, but it came too late. 

(4) After the Exile. — The community in Pales- 
tine was poor as a whole, and Neh 5 shows that 
the nobles and priests profited by the misfortunes 
of the peasants to absorb their land. The general 
tone of the Psalms, and the use of the terra 'iindw, 
' lowly,' for the pious Jews, suggest that the bulk 
of the people were permanently poor. See art. 
Poor. The Priestly Code shows great considera- 
tion for the poor (Lv 5 7 - 11 etc. 19" 18 23** 25). 

As the Jews passed from the rule of the Persians 
to that of the Greek kings of Egypt and Syria, the 
bulk of the people, whether in the Dispersion or in 
Syria, became subject, in a measure, to the general 
conditions of social life ; and the information as to 
the poor in the ancient classical world will apply to 
that extent to the scattered Jews. But in most 
cities, as in Alexandria, and in many country 
districts, the Jews formed communities bound by 
racial and religious ties. Such ties are very real, 
especially in small societies, when those who own 
them are in the midst of aliens of another faith. 
Poverty might be prevalent, but would be much 
alleviated by mutual helpfulness. In Jewish 
Galilee and Jndah there were the agricultural 
settlements, where social conditions were com- 
paratively simple ; and the intensely Jewish city of 
Jerusalem, whose size implies a large poor popula- 

• Cf. Nathan'B parable, in which the rich man robbed his poor 
neighbour (2 8 V&+). 
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tion. The Bk. of Sirach, the work of a Jerusalem 
Jew, implies a measure of poverty and emphasizes 
the helplessness of the poor Before the oppression of 
the rich (7 M 10 30 - » 13 3 - « 21 8 29=" 33" 41*) ; but con- 
veya the impression that the wrongs and sufferings 
of the poor about B.C. 2U0 were far less grievous 
than in the time of Amos and Isaiah. 

As regards provision for the poor, there was first 
of all, perhaps most efficacious of all, the possibility 
of finding sustenance in slavery, a fate probably 
regarded with less horror, and carrying with it less 
disgrace, than the modern workhouse. Before this, 
the poor might have recourse to their family or 
clan. In early times, when each clan inhabited its 
own district, the claims of poorer members com- 
manded recognition ; but as time went on, and the 
clan system broke up, this resource became less 
and less to be relied on. The successive codes 
sought to remedy the evil by various enactments. 
In Ex 22 ! *" iB loans are to be without interest, so 
also Dt 15 7 - 8 24 10 - 1S , Lv 25 s5 - " ; cf . Ps 15 5 etc. ; and 
in Ex 23 u the poor are to have the produce of the land 
in Sabbatical years, so also Lv 25". In Deuteronomy 
tithes are to be given to the poor (14*28 ,s - u ) ; who 
are to be entertained at the great Feasts (16 11, 14 j 
cf. Neh 8'°) ; to be allowed to glean, and to have 
something left to glean, to have the right to take 
what grew in the corners of fields, and any sheaves 
that might be forgotten (24'»- S1 ) ; cf. Lv 19"- », 
Ru 2 s . The most serious attempt to deal with 

Kverty was the Law of the Jubilee Year in the 
iestfy Code (Lv 25 ,J8 - M ; cf. Dt 15"-«), which, if 
carried out, would have secured the periodical 
restoration of the landless poor to freedom and 
their return to the land, but this law remained an 
ideal. These various provisions were supplemented 
by Almsgiving (which see). 

B. In New Testament.- The term 'poverty, 
rrwx<ia, paupcrtas, inopia, is used only in 2 Co 
8*- 9 , -Rev 2*, where it has a general or figurative 
sense ; but the ' poor,' rivnt (2 Co 9*), vevixpln (Lk 
21*), wruxin (frequently, especially in the Gospels 
and Ja 2), pauper, etc. , are often mentioned. As 
regards poverty, the NT period did not differ in 
any essential features from the Greek period. On 
the one hand, the exactions of the Herodian and 
Kouiun officials were probably more severe than 
those of the Greek rulers ; on the other, the duty 
of almsgiving was more diligently inculcated as a 
religious duty which would be richly rewarded. 
In this respect the Christian Church followed in 
the steps of the synagogue. The Church at Jeru- 
salem made an abortive experiment in communism 
(Ac 2** 4 33 ), which probably aggravated its poverty ; 
and gave opportunity for the collection for ' the 
poor saints at Jerusalem ' which St. Paul organ- 
ized amongst his Gentile converts (Ro lo* 8 , Gal 2 10 ). 
The early Christian Churches followed the example 
of the synagogues in holding it a duty to provide 
for their poor (Ro 12 13 , 1 Ti 6'*, 1 Jn 3' 7 etc. ; cf. art. 
'Alms' in Smith and Cheetham's Diet, of Christian 
Antiquities). But Ja 2*"" shows that this duty was 
often neglected. In later times the Jews have 
usually set an example to Christendom by their 
care for their poor co- religionist*. 

While we read that ' the common people (o ro\i>t 
<x\ot, Mk 12*, cf. Jn 12") heard ' Jesus ' gladly,' we 
are not told that His actual disciples were poor ; 
they rather seem to have belonged to the lower 
middle class — fishermen owning boats, tax-collec- 
tors, etc. The early Church included many poor, 
and few rich, powerful, or distinguished members 
(1 Co l w ) ; but Prof. Orr, in his Neglected Factors 
in the Study of the Early Progress of Christianity, 
maintains that the strength of the Church lay m 
the, middle classes. Cf. ALMSGIVING, FAMILY, 
Gleaning, Sabbatical Year, Tithes. 

W. H. Bennett. 



POWER (chiefly fco, n"3, ly ; iin/ut, i(owla).*— 
1. All the power in the universe is traced in Scrip- 
ture to a spiritual source. God created all things 
by His word ; and the word being the expression 
of the will, it is the spiritual God Himself who 
is the ground and origin of alj that is (Gn 1. 2, 
Ps 33" 148 5 , Pr 8- 7ff -, Is 40 l!0r -, Jer 32", Jn 1»- 10 ). 
While God is the Creator of the world, and 
continually rules all the agents in it for His own 
ends, there is real power made over to nature. 
There is no pantheistic identification of nature's 
power with God's. According to Gn 1, the 
earth has the function assigned to it of bringing 
forth grass and herbs, and the trees and all the 
living creatures bring forth fruit ' after their 
kind : nature follows its own laws (cf. He (J 7 ). 
Or, again, the sea has a place and power which are 
definitely fixed, indeed, but are thereby proved to 
be real (Job 38", Pr 8»), In like manner there is 
true power, though it is derivative, committed to 
man. He was made ' in the image of God ' (Gn 
l*'-), and so his original endowment includes the 
gift of power like God's. It is proved by his ex- 
ercising dominion over the other living creatures 
(I s8 ), and by his possessing freedom of choice (2 1 **). 
The power of man is lost by sin (Gn 2 17 , 1 S 28 s0 , 
Ro etc.). Nevertheless, he is treated in every 
condition as a rational and moral being ; the wicked 
are commanded on almost every page of Scripture 
to bestir themselves, to repent ana turn to God. 

2. God continually upholds the world by His 
power in Providence, i.e. (a) in the preservation, 
(b) in the government of the creation, (a) The 
fact of the world's persistence amid change, and 
while everything in it is characterized by transi- 
ency, is referred to the direct action of the Divine 
Will (Gn 8 M , Ps 104* 1 - 139, Jer 14 B , Ac 17", He 1* 
etc.). Then {b) God's government of the world 
consists in His guiding all its processes for certain 
predetermined ends. Thus He causes grass to 
grow « for the cattle,' and herb ' for the service of 
man' (Ps 104 w '-). Human success is due to the 
favouring presence and power of God, and serves 
for the fulfilment of the Divine purposes, both as 
respects the earthly life (Jos l 1 "^) and the higher 
life of the soul (Ro 8**, Ph 2"). All the ways of 
men are justly recompensed by the Almighty 
(Jer 32 u ). Wickedness is overruled and brought 
to naught on the earth, a feature of God's provi- 
dential action which is naturally emphasized in 
OT. God fulfils His purpose of love in spite of 
all opposing agents, whether visible or invisible, 
angelic or Satanic (Ro 8 s8 '-). 

3. Special displays of power made by the 
Almighty. Israel was often saved by Goa from 
its enemies, the signal deliverance from Egyptian 
bondage which He effected for His people ' T»y a 
mighty hand and by an outstretched ami ' being 
the type of these supernatural interventions 
(Dt 5 18 ). The chosen people were guided in their 
career, and kept together as a nation, a remnant at 
least being preserved. God revealed His laws and 
ordinances; and these, duly honoured, were cal- 
culated to realize the highest good to the nation, 
to impart the blessing of ' life ' and all that that 
implies (Dt 2S" t - SO 130 "-, Ps 19 7B \ Pr 3). These 
influential manifestations of the Divine Will lead 
up to the completed revelation in Christ, who is 
superior to every world-power, and whose gospel is 
' the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth' (Ro l" 1 ). The full manifestation of His 
power occurs when • the kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ : and he shall reign for ever and ever ' 
(Rev ll ls ). The personality of Jesus in the 

• Broadly speaking:, in NT is power, and i{«vr/« 

authority to wield it. See Mason, Conditions qf Our Lords LUr 
on Earth, p. 08 f.; Lightfoot on Col 1" ; Swete on Mk 2". 
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Gospels presents throughout the characteristics 
of spiritual power. He exhibits the unequalled 
power of perfect righteousness and love, e.g. in 
drawing disciples to Himself with a few words 
(Mt 4 18 *-, Mk 2"), refuting learned and influential 
adversaries, so that they could not answer Him a 
word or venture to question Him (Mt 22 w , Mk 12**, 
Lk 14 6 20*"), driving out of the temple a crowd of 
those who dishonoured the building (Mt 21"), 
working miracles in kindness to men and for the 
furtherance of faith (Mt ll 6 etc.), extending pity 
and forgiveness to penitent sinners, and thereby 
raising them to a new and better life (Lk V"-). 
These qualities of holiness and love in Jesus appear 
at their best when He is under trial ; His endurance 
of the cross proves them to be stronger than death. 
Hence it is when He is ' lifted up ' that He ' will 
draw all men ' unto Him (Jn 12**). Then the 
resurrection of Christ proves His power over death 
and His glory as the triumphant Son of God 
(Ac 2, etc.). 

4. Power restored in man. God works in man 
for the restoration of the soul's own power, and 
hence the believer should ' work out his own 
salvation with fear and trembling' (Ph 2 m ). At 
length the full power of the soul is recovered 
through the aid of the Holy Spirit (Ro 8 lft , Gal 
5 16ff ). See HOLY SPIRIT. For the attainment of 
this end in man we have thus (a) the activity on 
God's side, and (b) the activity of man. (a) There 
is a providential leading or drawing by the Father 
before men can come to Christ (Jn 6**). Then 
through the death of Christ believers become dead 
to the power of sin : there is a breach with it in 
principle (Ro 6), or sanctification is begun. 1 Not 
that anything in human nature was actually 
changed as by magic in the moment when Christ 
died, .but in the completion of this holy life there 
was established a universal and personal principle 
of victory (a SCva/us <runiplas), which is able wher- 
ever it is received to break sin in the o6.pt, and kill 
the natural selfishness, so that the man may walk 
no longer xard a&pica, but Kard jrvevpA ' (Beyschlag). 
Furthermore, through the resurrection of Christ 
men obtain power to accept salvation (1 Co 15 17 ) : 
faith not actuated by the risen, living Christ, but 
only by man's own natural endeavours, is ' vain ' 
or powerless. The life of faith throughout its 
progress derives its power from the believer's com- 
munion with the risen and glorified Christ (Ro 5 10 , 
2 Co 3' 7 '-, Gal 2 20 ). Again, our Lord's resurrection 
imparts the power of a great hope ; Christians have 
a sure hope beyond tho present world. And they 
are empowered, in consequence to be righteous in 
the world and worthy of their high calling, so that 
their hope may be fulfilled, (b) On man's side 
there has to be fervent prayer accompanied with 
righteousness ( Ja 5'"), faith which overcomes the 
world (1 Jn 5 4 ), and to which nothing is impossible 
(Mt 17 20 ) ; and love, which leads to the keeping of 
Christ's words (Jn 14 a ), and which casts out fear 
(1 Jn 4 18 ). Or man has to walk in the Spirit (a 
process which presupposes the peace of forgiveness), 
and then he obtains the amplest power, shown by 
his not fulfilling the lust of the flesh (Gal 5' 6 ), and 
by his bringing forth the varied fruits of the Spirit, 
or growing without cessation into the likeness of 
Christ (Gal 5 2tt -). By the interaction of these 
Divine and human means power is obtained by 
the Christian for the performance of any manifest 
duty, and the possession of sufficient power should 
be assumed. Christ is to him the Bread of Life, 
strengthening for the accomplishment of all right- 
eousness (Jn 6-' 7ff -, Ph 4 U ), as food supplies the 
body with power for all its physical acts ; though 
in neither case can we comprehend the uteps of the 
process (so Dods in 1 Expositor's Bible,' John, 
l. 220 n.). 



A passage that has created much discussion is 1 Co ] 1'° ' For 
this cause ought the woman to have power (i{euri'at, RV ' a 
tiffn of authority') on her head because of the angels.' The 
apostle's argument seems to be. Because the woman was 
derived from (v.») and was created for (v.*) the man. therefore 
she should have on her head a covering in token that she ia 
under the authority of the man. The abstract 'authority' is 
put for the concrete ' sign of authority.' Then a new en- 
couragement is added. If women will not do this out of natural 
seemliness, let them remember that the angels are present (cf. 
art. Head, vol. ii. p. 317»)in their assemblies, and for their sakes, 
the messengers of order, cover their heads. This ib the inter- 
pretation of almost all modern expositors. For the presence 
of angels at Divine worship, see especially Meyer, in toe. 

For Powers see under Dominion. 

G. Ferries. 

POWER OF THE KEYS. — The ecclesiastical 
connotation of these words must not be altogether 
identified with the meaning of them in the NT 
passage (Mt 16 19 ) from which they are taken, 
although the first is included in the second. And 
the language about the keys in that passage must 
be distinguished again from the language about 
' binding and loosing' which follows. 

The image of the keys is not infrequent in Scrip- 
ture (cf. Is 2Z a , Rev 1"). « The key (nnso, also *vhp) 
to the prophets, as well as to the Rabbis, was the 
symbol of physical and moral authority and power ' 
( vVunsche, Aeue Beitrdge, p. 195). The kingdom 
of heaven, here to be understood of the Messianic 
theocracy about to be established, is likened to a 
house or palace, of which our Lord promises that 
St. Peter shall be the chief steward or major-domo, 
who is entrusted with full authority over every- 
thing which the house contains. The keys are not 
merely those of the outer doors of the house, which 
give the holder power to admit or to eject ; the 
porter's office is only a part of the authority com- 
mitted to St. Peter. They are the keys of inner 
chambers also, giving command, for example, of the 
' treasures ' from which it will be his duty (Lk 12 4 *) 
to feed the household. As the house is at the same 
time ' the kingdom,' it is evident that the autho- 
rity is of very wide range. In the passage of Isaiah, 
which offers the nearest parallel (though it is to 
be observed that the sing, is there used, not the 
plur.), the thought of the key suggests an indis- 

Im table power of ingress and egress, both for the 
■older and for others at his discretion — a power (as 
interpreted in Rev 3 2 ) of granting or withholding 
opportunities and facilities of various kinds. 

In this last view the ' power of the keys ' leads 
on naturally to the power of ' binding and loosing,' 
which, though not the same as the power of the 
keys, may be regarded as one of the chief exer- 
cises of that power. The * binding ' and ' loosing ' 
is not the binding and loosing of persons but of 
things— not ' whomsoever thou shalt loose,' but 
'whatsoever.' To 'bind' (tick 1 ?), in rabbinic 
language, is to forbid; to 'loose' (TnnV) is to 
permit. Lightfoot says that 'thousands of ex- 
amples' of this usage might be produced. One 
instance may suffice. ' Concerning the moving of 
empty vessel's [on the Sabbath day], of the filling 
of which there is no intention ; the school of 
Shammai binds it, the school of Hillel looseth it' 
(Hieros. Shabb. fol. 16, 2, quoted by Lightfoot, 
Exctxit. upon St. Matt. p. 238). It is the power 
of laying down the law for his fellow-disciples, 
like a true Rabbi, which is thus bestowed upon St. 
Peter. Or perhaps it is more exact to say that it 
is the power of interpreting in detailed application 
the law which God has laid down in general 
terms. Authority is given him to say what the 
law of God allows, and what it forbids; and the 
promise is added that his ruling shall be upheld in 
heaven, — and is consequently to be regarded as 
binding upon the consciences of Christians. The 
power of binding and loosing is in fact the power 
of legislation for the Church. 
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The gift of ' the keys ' is not expressly bestowed 
on any one else besides St. Peter, but the legis- 
lative power is afterwards extended to others 
(Mt 18 1 *). It is not certain who are the persons 
there addressed. 'The disciples' mentioned in v. 1 
are doubtless the apostles, or at any rate include 
some of the apostles ; but it is not easy to prove 
that the power of binding and loosing is there 
bestowed upon them exclusively. That opinion, 
however ancient and however widely held, involves 
the further conclusion that the promises which 
follow, and upon which the binding and loosing 
power is made to depend, are to be similarly 
restricted. It is, according to this interpretation, 
to the apostles alone that Christ promises that the 
prayer of two of them shall be heard, and that 
where two or three are gathered in His name, He 
will be there. This is difficult to suppose. We 
must accordingly conclude that the binding and 
loosing power first bestowed upon St. Peter is not 
represented in NT as an exclusive privilege of the 
apostles. It is the common privilege of the Christian 
society — even of a small branch of it — when acting 
in agreement (v. 1 *) and solemnly assembled in (or 
' to ') Christ's name as its ground of union (v. 30 ). In 
this case, however, the power appears to be con nected 
with judicial discipline over individual members of 
the society. The ' binding and loosing ' are not, in 
this case any more than elsewhere, to be inter- 
preted as the absolving and retaining of sins ; they 
seem to mean the prescribing what the offender is 
to do and not to do. But, in case of his refusal to 
comply with these requirements of 'the Church,' 
he is to be treated as 'a heathen man and a 
publican,' i.e. as excommunicate ; and the resist- 
ance to the authority of the Church is to be 
considered as resistance to the will of Heaven. 
The orayer of the slighted Church will be heard, 
for Christ Himself is present at the gathering, 
and Heaven will give its sanction to the sen- 
tence (see interesting parallels in Wunsche, p. 
218). 

There is, accordingly, a close connexion between 
the authority to bind and loose and the authority 
to absolve and retain sins (Jn 20 13 ). The discipline 
which prescribes what the sinner must do, on pain 
of encountering a sentence at once earthly and 
heavenly, cannot but involve a ' power of the keys ' 
in the (inaccurate) sense which that term has 
borne in the Church since patristic times. 

Christians of all ages have rightly seen a signal 
instance of St. Peter's use of the keys in the 
admission of Cornelius to the Church. He thus 
' opened ' the door indeed to the Gentiles, ' and no 
man ' has ever since ' shut ' it to them. But there 
is no reason to think that this one act was all that 
was in our Lord's mind when He made the promise ; 
nor is it likely that He referred only to the 
authority to baptize at discretion exercised by the 
apostle. The whole of his chief -stewardship was 
included in the promise ; and both in his appoint- 
ments of other Christians to sacred offices, in the 
administration of the Christian sacraments at large, 
and in bis expositions of Christian truth, he was 
exercising the power of the keys. 

An equally signal instance of 'binding and 
loosing' on a large scale is the regulation laid 
down by St. Peter, along with ' the ajjostles and 
the elders,' for the discipline of the Gentile 
Christians in regard to meats and manner of life 
(Ac 15 28 ). They ' loosed ' for them all other kinds 
of food ; they 'bound ' for them ' things ottered to 
idols, and blood and things strangled, and fornica- 
tion.' Similarly, at a later time, St. Paul at 
Corinth ' loosed even the eating of things ottered 
to idols, — though he ' bound ' it in certain circum- 
stances (1 Co lO* 81 '), — and laid down various rules 
concerning marriage (1 Co 7), and concerning 



public worship (1 Co 11-14). 'So ordain I in all 
Churches ' is his formula (1 Co 7"). 

Of ' binding and loosing ' in relation to the in- 
dividual, the case which we are able to follow with 
the greatest degree of clearness is that of the 
incestuous man at Corinth ; which recalls with 
remarkable exactness the language of Mt 18 ,M \ 
St. Paul was evidently surprised that the Church 
of Corinth had not dealt with the case on its own 
responsibility. It ought to have ' mourned,' with 
a view to the removal of the offender ( 1 Co 5 2 ). 
The 'mourning' he would have expected was 
clearly a public and united humiliation of the 
Church before God, to the intent that God might 
' take away ' the man who had done the deed (see 
Godet, ad loc.). In answer to the solemn and 
concerted prayer, a stroke from heaven would have 
fallen upon him, as upon Ananias and Sapphira, 
or, without such prayer, upon the profaners of the 
Eucharist at Corinth itself (1 Co ll s «). Probably 
this appeal to God would have been preceded or 
accompanied by an act of formal separation from 
the sacramental fellowship of the Church ; cer- 
tainly by an exclusion of the sinner from social 
intercourse with the brethren (lCo 5"). As the 
Corinthian Church had not thus acted, the apostle 
informs them of his own intended procedure, with 
which he demands that they should co-operate. 
Though absent from them in body, he calls upon 
them to assemble ; he himself will spiritually be 
present in the assembly, armed with 'the power 
(not merely with the authority) of our Lord Jesus.' 
The sentence which he has already passed upon 
the man ' in the name of the Lord Jesus ' will 
then be formally pronounced. He will be ' de- 
livered unto Satan for the destruction of the 
Mesh, that the spirit may be saved in the day of 
the Lord.' Delivery to Satan was not a rab- 
binical formula for excommunication in any form 
( Lightf. Exercitations, ad loc. ). The phrase is prob- 
ably derived from Job l ia 2®. St. Paul seems to 
have intended that either by a judicial death, or 
by some wasting disease, the man should be so 
punished as to bring him to repentance (cf. 1 Ti 
I s0 ). The discipline seems to have had the desired 
effect. The majority of the Corinthian Church 
(2 Co 2*) administered a 'rebuke' to the man, — 
which was probably excommunication in its less 
severe form (' reproof with the Babylonian writers 
was the same with excommunication,' Lightf. p. 
183). The man was overwhelmed with sorrow, — so 
much so that the apostle feared lest the excess of it 
should be fatal to his soul (2 Co He bids the 
Corinthians therefore ' forgive and comfort him.' 
He himself, acting as Christ's representative (A> 
■xpoodivy XpioTou) has already forgiven him, though 
he will not consider his forgiveness as absolute (er rt 
Kexdpifffun) until the Corinthian Church has joined 
in it. The solemn gathering ' in the name of the 
Lord,' the confidence that His ' power ' Mould be 
present to ratify what was done by His representa- 
tives upon earth, the punishment and the release, 
all appear to be directly based upon the language 
of our Lord recorded by Mt. 

Of the exercise of discipline in less unusual cases 
we naturally have scantier evidence in NT. Per- 
haps the most interesting reference to it is that in 
Ja 5 U, \ The sick man is there advised to call for 
the presbyters of the Church, ■who are to pray 
over hiin, ' anointing him with oil in the name.' 
In answer to this action of the Church repre- 
sented by its local heads, the writer says that the 
sick man will recover (for to interpret awaei and 
rvfpctotherwiseseemsimpossible in the context), and 
adds that 'if he have committed sins,' i.e. obviously, 
grave and marked sins, 'he shall be forgiven' (kSlv 
a/juxprias 5 xeTOJi/Kwj, dtptO^aercu ai/nji). That the 
d0t07j<7erat ai/ry is a promise of what God will do in 
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answer to the prayer of the presbyters, and not an 
instruction to the presbyters themselves, seems to 
be required by the structure of the sentences. It is 

Enralfel in sense to awei and eyepti. If St. James 
ad intended the word to mean that the presbyters 
were to absolve the man, he would probably nave 
put it in the imperative, like vpoaKa\e<rda6u and 
wptxrevt&aOwjav. But the forgiveness of God is a 
blessing granted to the faithful prayers of the pres- 
byters ; and, in order to encourage such prayers, 
the apostle proceeds to insist upon the value of 
them. ' Confess therefore your sins one to another, 
and pray one for another, he says, ' that ye may 
be healed.' By 'one to another' he means 'to 
your fellow-men,' i.e. not to God only. It is clear 
that he cannot mean mutual confession in the 
ordinary sense of the term, for (1) he assumes that 
the prayers to which he ascribes such efficacy are 
those or ' righteous men,' not those of men who 
' have committed sins ' ; (2) the special object with 
which the prayers are to be ottered (not indeed the 
contents of the prayers, which are directly connected 
with forgiveness) is * that ye may be healed ' (Srut 
HOrjre) ; if, therefore, the prayers are to be in the 
strict sense mutual prayers, it is implied that both 
l>arties, praying and prayed for, are alike sick, and 
the mutual confession would be only between sick 
man and sick man, which is absurd. Evidently, 
the sick man is exhorted to make his confession to 
the presbyters whom he has called in, and they in 
turn are exhorted to pray for his forgiveness, upon 
which his recovery is made to depend, and are re- 
minded what power their prayers nave, if only they 
are what they ought to be. The apostle selects 
from the OT history the example of one who exer- 
cised the ' power of the keys ' upon a national scale, 
both ' shutting ' and ' opening ' the stores of heaven 
for his people. Though but ' a man of like passion*: 
with us,' Elijah by his (unrecorded) prayers shuc 
up the rain from his guilty countrymen for three 
years and a half ; and on their showing signs of 
repentance, he opened it again for them. We 
need not therefore wonder (such is St. James' argu- 
ment) if, when we confess our sins to beings of 
the same make as ourselves, their intercession is 
able to obtain for us the remission of them. (On 
the rabbinic view of Elijah and the ' Keys,' see 
Wiinsche, p. 195). 

Our accounts of life within the Christian com- 
munities of the first age are so fragmentary that 
we cannot be surprised at not linding many refer- 
ences to the penitential discipline which existed 
among them. That there should have been some 
power on earth answering to what was occasionally 
exhibited even in OT times-7-as in the absolution 
of David by Nathan (2 S 12 B ) — is only whatwas to 
be expected in the covenant of grace. When Chrst 
claimed to forgive sins as ' the Son of Man,' the 
multitudes ' glorified God which had given such 
authority unto men' (Mt 9 s ). The last word may 
mean either that the authority to absolve was 
committed by God to men, to use on His behalf ; 
or that by delegation of such an authority God 
had bestowed a messing upon men : in other words, 
the ' men ' spoken of may be either the holders of the 
authority, or those on whose behalf it was given. 
But in either case it was recognized that the assur- 
ance of forgiveness had been made accessible in a new 
way ; and Christ, in His first appearance to the 
assembled Church after His resurrection, gave His 
disciples to understand that the authority which 
He had exercised in relation to absolving and re- 
taining of sins was henceforth vested in them, as. 
the continuators of His own mission (Jn SO*"*). It 
is not an exhaustive interpretation of these words 
which would see in them only a commission to 
impose or to remove ecclesiastical censures. All 
acts of the Christian society, according to the 



NT conception of it, are fraught with spiritual 
efficacy. 

It may be added that some eminent interpreters 
consider the ' laying on of hands ' in 1 Ti 5 a to 
be the sign of absolution (see art. Layino ox 
op Hands); but the interpretation is far from 
certain. A. J. MASON. 

PRJETORIAN GUARD.- See Pr*T0RIUM. 

PR.ffiTORIUM (Gr. rb rpairApiov). — This Lat 
word, adopted in the later Gr., signified originally 
the general's (praetor's) tent (e.g. Livy, Hist. vii. 12, 
x. 33). Then it was applied to the council, com- 
posed of the chief officers of the army, which 
assembled in the general's tent (e.g. Livy, Hint. 
xxvi. 15, xxx. 5, xxxvii. 5) ; then to the official 
residence of the governor of a province (e.g. Cic 
in Verr. II. iv. 28, H. v. 35 ; Tert. ad Heap. 3) 
then, in the post-Augustan age, to any princely 
house (e.g. Juv. Sat. x. 161), and even to a large 
villa or country-seat (e.g. Suet. Octav. 72, Calig. 
37, Tib. 39 ; Juv. Sat. i. 75 ; Statius, Sylv. I. iii. 
25) ; and finally to the imperial bodyguard, whose 
commander was proefectus prastorw or proztorii 
(e.g. Tac. Hist. i. 20, ii. 11, 24, iv. 46; Suet. 
Nero, 9 ; Pliny, NH xxv. 2). No certain example 
occurs of its application either to the praetorian 
camp or barracks or to the emperor's residence in 
Home, though it was often used of the emperor's 
residence away from Rome. 

In AV the word appears only once (Mk 15 16 ) ; 
but in the Gr. of NT it is used in Mt 27 s7 (AV 
' the common hall ' ; marg. ' governor's house ' ; 
RV 'the palace'), Mk 15 ,f (AV 'the hall, called 
Praetorium ' ; RV * within the court which is 
Praetorium'; marg. 'palace'), Jn 18" (AV 'the 
hall of judgment ' ; marg. ' Pilate's house ' ; RV 
'palace'), 18» and 19" (AV 'judgment hall'; RV 
'palace'), Ac 23 as (AV 'Herod's judgment hall'; 
RV 'Herod's palace'), Ph 1» (AV 'in all the 
palace'; marg. ' Ctesar's court ' ; RV 'throughout 
the whole prietorian guard '). 

In the Gospels the term denotes the official 
residence in J eras, of the Roman governor, and 
the various tr 1 " of it in our versions arose from a 
desire either to indicate the special purpose for 
which that residence was used on the occasion in 
question, or to explain what particular building 
was intended. But whatever building the governor 
occupied was the Preetorium. It is most probable 
that in Jerus. he resided in the well-known palace 
of Herod, since Philo (ad Gaium, 31) states that 
Pilate hung there the shields which offended the 
Jews (see Pilate), and Josephus (BJ II. xiv. 8, ll. 
xv. 5) speaks of Gessius Floras as living in ' the 
king's palace,' and since in Cresarea (see Ac xxiii. 
35) Herod's palace is known to have been used for 
the same purpose. Herod's palace in Jerus. was a 
magnificent structure in the upper or western part 
of the city, and was connected by a causeway over 
the valley of Tyropocon with the western wall of 
the temple. It is described by Josephus (BJ v. 
iv. 4, Ant. xv. ix. 3) in admiring terms. It was 
surrounded by a wall, rising to the height of 30 
cubits, and adorned with towers at equal distances. 
The enclosure was large enough to contain a small 
army. The building had two marble wings, called 
by Herod the Cwsareum and the Agrippeum. It 
contained large rooms within and spacious porticoes 
without. It was sumptuously furnished, and was 
surrounded by a beautiful park*. Here the governor 
with his guards lived when in Jerus., while the 
tegular garrison occupied the castle of Antonia; 
and it was doubtless before this building that the 
.lews presented themselves with the demand for 
Jesus' execution. Tradition, indeed, has placed the 
residence of Pilate in the lower city, a short 
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distance north of the temple. Not a few also have 
identified it with the castle of Antonia (Rosen- 
nniller, Alter thumskunde, II. ii. 228 ; Caspari, 
Jntrod. p. 225; Wieseler, Vhron. Syn., Eng. tr. 
p. 372 ; Weiss, Life of Christ, iii. 346 n.; Westcott, 
St. John) — partly because tradition has located the 
house of Pilate near the site of the castle ; partly 
because, since the castle was the regular barracks 
for the garrison, and was sufficiently large for the. 
purpose, it is thought probable that the governor 
also used it ; and also because many identify ' the 
place called the Pavement, but, in the Hebrew, 
Gabbatha,' with the elevated, paved area between 
the castle and the temple (see Gabbatha). But, 
for the reasons given above, the identification with 
Herod's palace is probably to be preferred (so Meyer, 
Winer, Alford, Schiirer, Edersheim, and others). 
In like manner, as already observed, Herod's 
palace in Cwsarea was used as the Pnetorium 
there. The expression in Ac 23 s8 ('Herod's Pne- 
torium ') is abbreviated from ' the pnetorium of 
Herod's palace,' and thus describes both the par- 
ticular building and the purpose for which it was 
used. 

In Ph l 13 ' in the whole Pnetorium ' has been very 
variously explained. Many commentators, ancient 
and modern, have tr 4 it ' palace ' (so AV), coupling 
it with 4 s *, where allusion is made to believers who 
belonged to 'Caesar's household.' But no other 
instance appears of the application of the term to 
the emperor's residence in Rome. Such an appli- 
cation would have been intolerable to the Romans, 
since it would have shocked the republican tradi- 
tions under which the empire was organized. 
Hence many, as Perizonius (I)e orig. signif. et usu 
voce, pratoris et pr<elorii, 1687, Disquisitio de 
nrattorio, 1690), Clericus, Michaelis, Hoelcman, 
wiesinger, Milman, Weiss, Ellicott, Meyer, under- 
stand it of the liar racks of the praetorian guard 
(rostra pratorianorum). But Lightfoot (Com. on 
Phil. p. 99) has shown that neither can this use of 
the word be established. Wieseler (Chron. d. 
A post. Zeit. p. 403), followed by Conybeare and 
Howson, refers it, not to the pnetorian camp, 
but to the barracks of the palace guard, which 
Augustus established (Dio Cass. liii. 16) in the 
imperial enclosure on the Palatine hill ; but, after 
the establishment of the castra prtrtorianorum by 
Tiberius, the word would naturally refer to it, if 
to any barracks. The following phrase (rots XoitoU 
r&ffip) also more naturally describes persons than 
places, Aotx6» being never in NT applied to places 
(Ellicott, in loc.). Presumably, therefore, 'pne- 
torium,' too, is descriptive of persons. Hence 
Lightfoot has ably defended the meaning 'pne- 
torian guard.' St. Paul is supposed to have been 
chained to soldiers of the guard, and thus, through 
the change of guards, his message spread through- 
out the whole body of soldiers. This meaning of 
Pnetorium is frequent, and has been adopted in Ph 
l u in RV. Recently, however, Mommsen (Sitz- 
ungsb. der Konig. preuss. Acad. d. Wissensch. 1895, 
p. 495, etc. ), followed by Ramsay (St. Paul the Trap. 
p. 357), has proposed another view. He considers 
it improbable that St. Paul was put in charge of 
the pnetorian guard. He believes that Julius, the 
centurion who brought Paul to Rome, belonged 
to the corps of milites frumentarii or pcrcgrini, a 
corps drafted from legions in the provinces, whose 
duty it was to supervise the corn supply, and also 
probably to perform police service : and that Julius 
probably delivered his prisoners to the commander 
of his corps, princeps peregrinorurn, whose camp 
perhaps was already, as it was afterwards, on the 
( 'iclian hill. But while St. Paul was not in charge 
of the pnetorian guard, his case came before 
the praetorian council, consisting of the prafecti 
pratorio and their assistants. This council then, 
vol. iv.— 3 



according to Mommsen and Ramsay, is the pros- 
torium alluded to by the apostle, and tow Xourois 
raatr refers to the audience at the trial.* 

G. T. PURVES. 

PRAISE IN OT.— ' Praise,' whether as a verb or 
a noun, has various applications in the ()T, but its 
commonest use is to denote an act of homage or 
worship offered to God by His creatures, par- 
ticularly by man. The object of this article will 
be mainly to examine the meaning and usage of 
the terms which our English versions render by 
' praise,' and to sketch, as far as the data enable 
us to do so, the occasions, the modes, and the 
history of praise in Israel. 

i. The Terms.— 1. SSn. The original sense of 
this root is perhaps ' break out (in a cry),' especially 
of joy (cf. the name Hallel applied to Ps 113-118, 
the Aram. wjiyn ' marriage-song,' and the Assyr. 
aldlu ' shout for joy ' ; see also Cheyne, OP 460), 
although it is possible that, as W. R. Smith (RS l 
411) suggests, among the Semites 'the shouting 
(hallel) that accompanied sacrifice may, in its 
oldest shape, have been a wail over the death of 
the victim, though it ultimately took the form of 
a chant of praise (Hallelujah).' The idea of making 
a noise is what appears to be prominent. The same 
writer points out that the roots V?n ' to chant 
praises r and 'to howl' are closely connected, 
and he thinks it possible that shouting in mourning 
and shouting in joy may have both been primarily 
directed to the driving away of evil influences. 
The sense of ' praise ' is conveyed by the above 
root in the Piel ^>Vn. This may have for its object 
(1) man or woman : Gn 12' 6 (J) ' they praised (LXX 
iwgpeatw, A V ' commended ') her (Sarah ) to Pharaoh ' ; 
Pr 27* ' let another man praise thee (LXX iyicufua- 
{4tu ae), and not thine own mouth ' ; 28* ' they that 
forsake the law praise (LXX eyKu/ud^ovcip) the 
wicked ' ; 31 28 - 31 the virtuous woman is praised by 
her husband and by her works (LXX in both alpt'w, 
but in v. 31 a different reading from that of MT is 
followed : Kal alviaOu iv xvXaii 6 dvijp a&riji, ' and let 
her husband be praised in the gates ') ; Ca 6 s (here 
and in the following passages, unless otherwise 
noted, LXX a-lrur) of the Sliulammite ; 2 S 14** 
of Absalom's beauty (alutrfa) ; 2 Ch 23 ,a of king 
Joash. (2) The object is once a false god : Jg 16** 
of the Philistines praising (v/weir) Dagon ; (3) very 
frequently God (a\hx or miv) : Ps 69 s * (where 
'heaven and earth, the seas, and everything that 
moveth therein ' are called on to praise Him ; cf. 
Ps 148) ; often of public worship in the sanctuary : 
Is 62 B , cf. 64 u (ev\oytu>), Ps 22 s2 (6/wetr, cf. v.* 6 
6 (**i»ln fxov) 35" 84* 107 M lOO"* 146 s 149 s . Some- 
times the object is ' the name of Jahweh or of 
God' (nvr Dp or D'r,% oy, rb tvona rod 0eoO): Ps 69*° 
74 s1 145* 148 8 , Jl 2* • or His word (t??, Xd-yot, M/m) • 
Ps 56* (ixaivtir) 10 «« [v. ,0b may be an editorial 
addition, so Hupfeld, Cheyne et al.] ; or the object 
may be unexpressed : Jer 31 [Gr. 38] 7 , Ps 63* (^ireu- 
¥ti»). The expression ' praise ye J ah ' (Hallelujah, 
in Ps 135 3 *r^rt [alveirt top KOpiop], elsewhere 
always as one word a;6Vn, 'AWr/Xovcd [once Ps 104 30 
^^>5n, LXX omits here]) has generally a liturgical 
application and is mostly confined to late psalms. 
It occurs at the beginning of Ps 106. 111. 112. 113. 
135. 146. 147. 148. 149, and at the end of 104. 105. 

* Mommsen denies that rrfttr»r$lmji^r,( (AV captain of the 
guard), found Ac 28 18 in some authorities (cf. Blass, ad loc.), but 
omitted by WH, Tisch., and RV, could have been applied to a 
prctfectu* prcelorio. This reading is evidently ' Western,' and 
Mommsen finds in the text of the Stockholm Latin MS (' Gigas'), 
princeps peregrinorurn, at least a 2nd cent, interpretation of it, 
one which confirms his inference that the exutra pcrcgrinonim 
had been established in Rome in St. Paul's time. Positive 
evidence, however, for the existence of this corps and camp, 
under this name, appears only in the time of Severus, and the 
Latin MS may interpret the Gr. text before it by the light 
of later custom ; while rr permit fyrt itself was evidently a 
popular title, and really supplies no information as to who took 
charge of the apostle. 
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106. 113. 115. 116. 117. 135. 146. 147. 148. 149. 150. 
See, further, art. Hallelujah. Instead of the 
direct object, ^Va is generally followed, in the 
writings of the Chronicler, by mrr't, in the account 
of the technical Levitical (or priestly) function of 
praising Jahweh : 1 Ch 16* 23 s -" 25 s , 2Ch 6» 20" 
29*° (ii/weip) 30" (KnOvpntr), Ezr 3" ; but the simple 
m.T occurs in Ezr 3 10 , as it does also in Neh 5 ls 
(Nehemiah's own Memoirs). The object is un- 
expressed in Neh 12* (Chronicler), cf. 1 Ch 23», 
2 Ch 7* ('when David praised by their ministry,' 
LXX ip O^vwi AavelS Sid X «P*» abrSa) 8" 23 1S (' the 
singers also played on instruments of music and 
led the singing of praise ' o«yn\w ryn orpS^rn 
V*a^, LXX oi fdorres ip rots Spydpots, tpSol Kal vfivovpres 
oXpop) 31 s , in all of which Vrn has its technical 
sense. — Similarly, the passive sense 'be praised' is 
conveyed by the Pual, and once (Pr 31 30 ) by the 
Hithpael : (1) of human subjects and things: Pr 12* 
'a man shall be praised (AV ; RV 'commended,' 
LXX iyxutudfetrffat) according to his wisdom ' ; Ps 
78 s5 ' their maidens were not praised ' (in marriage- 
song ; see Cheyne ad loc.), so Aquila ovx vnv/fitiaap, 
Symm. and Theod. o6k ivypiBrpap, but LXX ovk 
ixip0i)<rap, ' did not raise the dirge ' ; Ezk 26" of 
Tyre the ' praised (AV ; RV « renowned') city ' (LXX 
■)] xAXtt i} ivaiptrti) ; (2) of God, only in ptcp. (^fti?) 
with gerundive force =' to be praised,' ' worthy of 
praise' : 2S 22* (alperop irtnakteofuu K6pu») = Ps 
18 s (oIpwp iriKdKiffofiai KDptov), Ps 48 1 96 4 ( = 1 Ch 
16») 145» [in these last four the LXX has alper5s] ; 
in Ps 113 s the subject is His name (airelrai t6 Spoim 
KvjAov). 

The noun for ' praise ' from the root hhn is aWm 
(once S^qp, Pr 27 21 ' the lining pot is for silver and 
the furnace for gold, and a man [is to be estimated] 
according to his praise,' where i^EjO 'e'? probably 
means 'according to his reputation' [so Toy et al., 
cf . LXX dv^jp Si ioKi/idferai Sid. <rr5/iaros iyKUfua^dvrup 
aMp ; see Oxf. Heb. Lex. for other possible ex- 
planations]). The word n)m is used (1) of praise 
offered to J", sometimes individual, but more fre- 
quently general and public : Ps 34 l 48 10 (both 
atvean) 65* (' unto Thee stillness is praise [a;pa ^ 
aVap], O God, in Zion,' but text ana tr. are both 
doubtful ; LXX 2oi vpi-wei Oppos, ' praise is a fitting 
tribute to thee' ; see Comm. ad Joe., and Driver, 
Par. Psalter), 71 9 (tyunpir), 8 (oTiwm), 100* (Op.poi) ; 
particularly of praise as sung : Ps 22 s ('0 Thou 
that sittest [throned] upon the praises of Israel,' 
an imitation of o'3«T?a apV, the idea perhaps being 
that the praises, ascending like clouds of incense, 
form, as it were, the throne upon which J" sits [so 
Kirkpa trick et al., but see Duhm ad loc., and cf. 
the LXX <rb Si ip dylois KarotKcis, 6 (iraipos 'I<rpoiJX]), 
33 1 (afre<m), 40 s {0/iPOi), 106' 8 Neh 12* (both cUVemt), 
Is 42 10 (Sotdfert t6 Spopa airrov). (2) The word nfrnp 
is used for a song of praise in the title of Ps 145 
(olWtf ) ; cf. the New Heb. name for the Book of 
Psalms, niVap ajp or vfaf 'o, or rfa. (3) It is used 
of qualities, deeds, etc., of J" which demand praise : 
Ex 15" riViin tefa ' terrible in praises ' (i.e. in attri- 
butes that call for praise ; LXX dav/juurrbs ip S6(cut), 
cf. Ps 9 M (' that I may show forth all Thy praise '), 
78* (' telling the praises of the Lord '), 79" (' we will 
show forth Thy praise'), 102 21 ('that men may de- 
clare His praise in Jerusalem '), 106 a (' who can show 
forth all His praise?'), v.«= 1 Ch 16 33 ('to triumph in 
Thy praise') [in the last six passages LXX alptatt], 
Is 43" ('this people shall show forth My praise,' 
LXX dperal), 60* (' they shall proclaim the praises 
of the LORD,' LXX to aurriipiop Kvptov tvayytXiovPTOA), 
6S 7 ('I will make mention of the praises of the 
Lord,' LXX dperal). (4) n]»nj may =renoum. fame, 
glory, or the object of these : (a) of J" : Hab 3 s 
' the earth was full of His praise' (inWiJ» p$a a^p, 
LXX alpiereus airrov wAj/pijj r> y§) || ' His glory covered 
the heavens' (rfa avyp a 7$, LXX iKdXvftp otipapovs i 



dperii airrov), cf. Dt 10* 1 ' He is thy praise,' Jer 17 u 
'Thou art my praise' (both Ka&xrjua) ; {b) of other 
objects : Israel or Jerusalem, Dt 26" {Kavxypa), Is 
62* (BA dyavpla/ia, Theod. wu^i^ta), cf. 60" (' thou 
shalt call thy walls Salvation and thy gates Praise,' 
i.e. probably ' thy fame or renown shall take the 
place of protecting walls' ; LXX K\ri$^o-erai "ZuHipio* 
rd relxt oov, Kal al -rvXai aov YXvp^a), and 61" (d7aX- 
\tana); Moab, Jer48[Gr. 91]* (dyavplapa); Damascus, 
49=» [Gr. 80 14 ], LXX follows a different reading ; 
Babylon, 51 [Gr. 28] • (Kavxvfta). Is 61» * the gar- 
ment of praise' (a*nn ngyjp) is doubtful. It may = 
'praise (renown) as a garment' (Delitzsch) or ' a 
splendid garment' (Dillmann), but perhaps the 
clauses should, with Bickell, Cheyne, Oort, Duhm, 
be arranged thus : nne a^ap hys ngga nap ]Strp 
anj nn 1 oil of joy for the garment of mourning, a 
song of praise for a failing spirit.' The LXXbas 
S&£ap dprl avoSov, &\i/ifia evfppoaiipiji roti revdouai, 
. KaratrroKriP Si£i)s dprl xpeifxarot dmjSlat. 

In Lv 19 s4 the fruit of trees offered in the 
fourth year of their bearing is nvrS D'^iVn eh'p (lit. 
'holiness of praise to J",' LXX dyiot alperos rtj 
Kvpltf), cf. Jg 9" [the only other occurrence of 
the Heb. word], where the Shechemites hold a 
vintage rejoicing or merry - making (o^Vri rt^, 
LXX B ixolno-ap iWovkeln, A 6r. x°P°«'i) in the 
house of Baal - be ri tli. 

2. The root ar whose primary sense is ' throw or 
cast.' The only occurrence of the Qal is in Jer 50 
[Gr. 27] " ' shoot at her ' (Babylon ; a^K re, LXX 
To£e6<rare iv avr^p), but perhaps we should read 
here vr. This sense is borne also by the Piel in 
the only two passages where thi« stem occurs, 
namely, La 3 10 (*? ]j\pvi ' and they cast stone(s) 
at me,' LXX Kal M0tiKaw \10op ^r' ipot) and Zee 2* 
[Eng. 1 SI ] (o:'ua rtrjp"n<« nVr), LXX, by confusion 
with the Heb. word for ' hands,' reads els x*'^* 
avrup rd riaaaoa Kipara). All the other occurrences 
of the root show the Hiphil and Hithpael (the 
latter only in P, the Chronicler, and Daniel) 
stems, which have the sense of 'praise' or 'con- 
fess,' a sense which it is somewhat difficult to 
connect with the primary signification, although 
it has been suggested that the connecting link 
may be found in gestures accompanying the act of 
praise. 

The Hiph. rrrtn (cf. Palmyrene imo 'render 
thanks,' frequent in votive inscriptions) is used 
occasionally of praising men : Gn 49 s of Judah 
[with play upon name, * Judah, thee shall thy 
brethren praise ' (jodHkha), LXX ahtlp] ; Ps 45" 
of the king (AV 'praise,' RV 'give thanks'); 49" 
' men praise thee when thou doest well to thyself ' 
(both i$ofto\oyeloOai) ; Job 40'* of Job, spoken 
ironically by the Almighty (LXX SpoXoyeip, AV and 
RV 'confess'). This sense of 'confess' is borne by 
the Heb. word also in IK 8»- ,6 = 2Ch 6 M (all 
4Zono\oye~tP), * (af»«»), Ps 32» (i^ayopevtip), Pr 28" 
(itiryeloOai) ; cf. [in Hithp.] Ezr 10 1 (xoarayopej/wr), 
Neh l 8 9" (all itayoptveip), Dn 9* (LXX and Theod. 
i^ofuiKoyeiaOai) 20 (LXX i£oiio\oyeioOai, Theod. il-ayop- 
tietw), Lv 6 s 16 u 26 w , Nn 5 7 (all iSayoptfoip).— Much 
more frequently the object of praise is God : Gn 
29 s9 where J explains the name Judah (which he 
takes as=' praised,' as if from Hoph. of ar) by the 
saying he puts in the mouth of Leah, ' this time 
will I praise (Heb. '6dch) the Lord ' (i^onokoyfyrofuu 
KvpUp) ; very frequently, especially in Ps and Ch, 
of praise offered in the ritual worship, the object 
being Jahweh explicitly or implicitly : e.g. Is 12 1 
(evXoyetp), * (i/iPttp), 38 18 '- (alpttr, tvXoyeip), Jer 33 [Gr. 
40] » Ps 7" 9 1 30 9 - » 32 s - " (all ito f to\oyeuT6a l ). Ps 
76 10 ' surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee, 
the residue of wrath shalt Thou gird upon Thee ' 
(AV and RVm ' restrain ') is doubtful. The MT 
reads niae non nnx? q-fin o-itj ncq '5, LXX 8rt ipBvfuop 
dpOpwvov (^ofwXoy^atTal cot, Kal iPKardXimuk ipOv/uov 
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iopr&ati cot. Duhm emends ncjj to riut, and -p to 
*>a, and in the next clause follows the LXX in 
reading 17 lit?, thus obtaining the sense, 'all the 
tribes of men shall praise Thee, the residue of 
the tribes shall keep (pilgrimage) festival to Thee.' 
Wellhausen makes the same change, ^7 ah?, in 
the last clause ; on non he remarks that by this 
word the pious are meant, but that the pronun- 
ciation and the meaning of the word are quite 
uncertain. Ps 139 14 reads ' I will praise (RV ' give 
thanks unto') Thee, for I am fearfully and wonder- 
fully made' (lit. ' fearfully wondrous,' there being 
no 1 made ' in the Hebrew [Driver, Par. Psalter]). 
The LXX (BA i^ouoKoyfy^oital 001 Sri <po{3*pwi iOavfia- 
erwlhp, but K* i9avixaarihdyi»), the Syr. and the 
Vulg. (quia terribiliter magnificatus es) have ' Thou 
are fearfully wondrous,' ana this is adopted by 
Wellh. in SBOT, i.e. rr^j for yrjftj. The more 
radical emendations proposed by Duhm appear to 
be uncalled for.— In other instances the object is 
the name of God : Is 25" (i/we'w), Ps 44 8 54 8 99 s 138 s 
142 7 ; or His wonders (iejj», ra 0avudata) Ps 89 s (all 
e£ono\oyeur6cu). Instead of a simple accusative, nun 
may be followed by 7, always referring to the 
ritual worship, e.g. agh Ps 106" 'to give thanks 
unto Thy holy name,' cf. 122* 140" (all tfouo- 
Xoyeurdcu) ; kha 1*17 (rjj artiM} rrjt ayiuxrvrrii avrov) 
Ps 30* 97 ,a (AV ' at the remembrance of His holi- 
ness,' RV 'to His holy name,' both i^ouoKoytiaOcu) ; 
revrh 1 Ch 16 4 - 7 - 41 (all o/wfr), 23*° (<?£ o/ioXoytiffdai), 25» 
(where nun and ^Vn occur together, LXX &ra.Kpov6- 
Htpot itopohbyiffip Kal atr«rir), 2 Ch 5 1 * (similarly 
itonokoytZadiu Kal alrttv) 7 8 20 2 ' 30" (Hithp.), Ps 33 s 
92 1 (all e(Quo\oytla0<u) 105'= 1 Ch 16 8 = Is 12«(^«r); 
cf. the familiar ' Give thanks to J" for He is good ' 
(ater'j JTBl'S e£op.o\oyctcrde r(fi Kvplip, Srt XS r V T0 ^ or 
ayaff&s) Ps 106 1 107 1 118 ,:i » 136», 1 Ch 16" (here, 
perhaps by a scribal error, Ayadbr), cf. Jer 33 [Gr. 
40] ». 

It will be observed that very frequently both 
AV and RV render rrnn by 'give thanks to' in- 
stead of 'praise,' and in many instances (2Ch 7 s * 8 
20*. Ps 7" 9 1 33 s 44 8 45" 52" 54 8 57" 108 3 109 s " 111 1 
118"- 81 119 7 138>» 139" 142 7 143 10 , Is 12' «, Jer 
33 u ), although not uniformly, RV substitutes 'jjive 
thanks to' fox AV 'praise.' It might be well to 
adopt this rendering in all instances where nun 
describes a religious exercise, except those in which 
'confess' is the appropriate sense, and to retain 
' praise ' for ^Vn. 

The nonn from this root is .Ttta 'praise,' ' thanks- 
giving.' It is used of civing praise to J" by con- 
fession of sin : Jos 7 ,B JE ; rnin "iS-jp, S6t r*jr i£ouo- 
Xirpttrw, cf. Ezr 10 l ; but especially of the songs of 
thanksgiving, in liturgical worship : Ps 26 7 (afww), 
42* (i^ofuA&ynffit), 69*° (anwct), 95 s 147 7 (both tfo/to- 
\irm<ris), Jon 2" (a&wts koI i(ouo\6yij<Tii), Nell 12" 
(H iZouoXbyypii, BA om.). In all these instances 
both AV and RV have ' thanksgiving ' ; in Ps 100 
title and v. 4 (both ^o/toXfryijcnj) AV has 'praise,' 
RV 'thanksgiving.' — The word rrfip is used in 
Neh 12 s1 -*-*' of the 'two companies that gave 
thanks' (ri-fvx 'n^>, 860 xeol aM<reun), and possibly 
a similar sense ('choirs ) is intended in Jer 30 
(Gr. 37] 19 (AV and RV 'out of them shall proceed 
thanksgiving,' LXX B fSorres). In several in- 
stances rnin means a thank-offering: Am 4 s (6fu>- 
\oyia), Lv 7 12 - u '(»v<rla [rijsl aMnui) 22» (nTurnj?, 
$vcla *ox*i), 2Ch 29 s1 33« (both a6*<m), Ps SO"" 
(the latter verse reads in AV ' whoso oflereth 
praise glorifieth Me,' RV 'whoso offereth the 
sacrifice of thanksgiving,' Driver [Par. Psalter] 
'he that sacrificeth thanksgiving,' LXX Ovala 
«iW«(« So^aati ut) 56" 107 a 116 17 , Jer 17* (all 
alreaii) 33" (Supa). A doubtful form occurs in 
Neh 12 8 ' Mattaniah who was over the thanks- 
giving,' AV and RV; AVm 'i.e. the psalms of 
thanksgiving ' ; RVm ' or the choirs.' The Hebrew 



is rtivr^y, for which LXX, evidently by a confusion 
with the Heb. word for ' hands, gives trl rwr 
X«p&r ; the Vulg. has super hymnos. Ewald, 
Bertheau, Keil, and Oettli read the abstract noun 
nrvrt, Olshausen reads the intin. nmn. It is not 
improbable that Jeduthun (which see) also be- 
longs to this root, and that it was originally a 
musical term and not a proper name. 

As ' give thanks to ' was suggested above as the 
most suitable rendering for nyn in its liturgical 
sense, 'thanksgiving' might be adopted for .Tjis, 
and 'praise ' retained for 

3. In two instances, Jg 5 1 and Ps 72 18 , where 
AV has 'praise,' RV substitutes 'bless,' which is 
the more exact rendering of "pa, the verb employed 
(LXX in both ev\oytii>). 

4. T3i, only in Piel. According to Hupfeld 
(Psalmen, 1862, iv. 421 f.), the original reference 
of this root* (which in the Heb. literature known, 
to us is used either of playing or singing [cf. Lat. 
canere]) is to the hum of a stringed instrument,, 
and "top, used in 57 titles as a designation of 
psalms, would be, properly, a song sung to a 
musical accompaniment. It is this word t.oio- 
which the LXX reproduces by $a\u6t (whenoo- 
psaim) from \f/i\\u, the usual LXX equivalent foe 

and in Cod. Alex. (A) the Book of Psalms is 
entitled ^akrfipiov (whence Psalter). The word 
TM, with two exceptions (Jg 5 s , in the Song of 
Deborah, 'I will sing praise [^-aXw] to the Lord,' 
II TP" ; and Is 12 s ' sing [yurtpaTt] unto the Lord, 
for He hath done excellent things') is confined 
to the Book of Psalms, where it occurs in the 
following collocations : (a) with 7 and Q'.i^s or •ti.t, 
usually rendered in EV by 'sing praise(s) unto'; 
LXX in this and in all the following constructions, 
unless otherwise noted, tf/dWtiv : Ps 27 8 101 1 104 s * 
105* = 1 Ch 16« (i>u»elv) [in all these || tp] 9" 30 s 
[both || .Tin] 47 8 (' to our king') 66* IV**- (' to Thee,* 
II *Q*) 75 10 (II Tin) 146 s (|| Vm) ; once \ instead of 
7, Ps 59 18 ' unto Thee, O my strength, will I sing 

fraises'; or with CP7 'to the name of God': 
s 18*°= 2 S 22 80 (II Trt •«)_ 92 s (|| nnin ? ) 135* (|| nn^n) ; 
— (6) with an object, either a pronominal suffix, 
'sing Thee,' 'praise Thee in song': Ps 30 ,J 57 l ° 
108* 138' (all || srrtu) ; or an accusative, God or the 
Lord : Ps 47 7 68» (II t*) 147' ; His name: 7' 8 (II mm) 
9» 61» 66* 68» (|| tp) ; the glory of His name : 66* ; 
His power (Tjiaj) : 21" (|| tp) ; once the accusative 
of the song : 47 8 (^'Siro rxfi ' make ye melody with 
a skilful strain,' LXX if/dXare ovperws) ; — (c) abso- 
lutely : 57 8 (II tp) 98 4 (II inn, n», jn) 108" (II TP"). 
Instrumental accompaniment to the song appears 
in 10S S , and the word is used directly of playing 
upon an instrument in 33 s 71 s * 98 8 144" 147 7 149*. 

Two nouns (besides T©p) from the root tsr are 
found in the OT. — (1) irjpt, which is used of instru- 
mental music in Am 5°, where 'the melody of 
thy harps' (1'7?} rn?', if>a\ub* dpy&rup <roi>) is || 'the 
noise of thy songs ' fto?, fao* <p8Qi> <rov) ; but 
of singing in Is 51 s (fnpT ^p} •tj'ib, i^ouoK!rfit^tP ieal 
4*n4l* aMffewt), and prob. in Ps 81* (rnpnup « take 
up the melody,' \&prrt rf/a\u6v) and 98 8 (.tsji Vip 
' the voice of melody/ <pwyjj f a\uoG). In both the 
last instances, however, there is, in any case, an 
instrumental accompaniment implied. — Like ■T»n«» 
and ifrtn (see above), rniji is used also for the subject 
of song: Ex 15*, Is 12 J , Ps 118" a; (')nTt?n rj 
'Jahweh is my strength and my [theme of] 
melody.' It may be noted that while MT is ex- 
actly the same in all three passages, LXX reads 
in Exodus [6 Ki/ptoi] fior)06t Kal CKrwaoHix, in Isaiah 
77 S j^a uov Kal ii atvecris uov Kvptot, in Psalms loxv* C-ov 

• IU relation, it any, to TOI Q»l = ' trim or prune' is obscure 
(»ee Hupfeld, Pmlmrn, loe. cit. tupra, footnote). It is uncer- 
tain whether in Ca 2>" TOjn means ' the time of the singing 
(of birds)' or 'the time of the pruning (of vines).' The LXX 
(*iuf « TTrf and other versions take the latter view. 
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teal C/urria-lt futu 6 Kvpiot. — (2) A by-form of the same 
word is T5j. Its occurrences are : 2 S 23 1 [in the 
epithet applied to David Siqjp; nvnji D'yj, AV and 
RV ' the sweet psalmist of Israel,' RVm 1 pleasant 
in the psalms of Israel ' ; on the construction see 
Driver on 2 S 8 10 . H. P. Smith, who renders ' the 
Joy of the songs of Israel' (cf. Cheyne, OP 22, 
'the darling of Israel's songs'), thinks the trans- 
lation ' the sweet singer of Israel ' can hardly be 
obtained from the Heb. expression. The LXX 
has edwpeweis yf/aX/iol 'IoyxuJX] ; Job 35 10 [' none faith, 
Where is God my Maker, who giveth songs in the 
night'?, i.e. perhaps (Dillm., Dav. ; differently 
Duhm), who by sudden acts of deliverance gives 
occasion for songs of triumph in the midst of the 
night of trial ; LXX, reading or interpreting 
differently, 6 Ka.Tird.aowv <pv\a.Kfa vvKrcpiv&i] ; Is 24 1B 
[' from the uttermost parts of the earth have we 
heard songs (LXX Hpara), Glory to the righteous '] ; 
Is 25 s [' the melody of the terrible ones' (ovi? ">*9!) 
|| ' the noise of strangers ' (enj fmf ; both wanting 
in LXX), i.e. their hostile song of triumph, ' shall 
be brought low '] ; Ps 95- [* let us shout unto Him 
with melodies ' (i 1 ? n nil?;? ; LXX iv ^aX/xotr 
&\a\6£un(v aim?) \\ 'let us come to meet His face 
with thanksgiving' (frjiny vjg n^jjj; LXX vpo- 
<f>0&aufier rb icpjooncov aiirou £t> #OMoXoyiJ<r«)] ; 119 54 
['Thy statutes have been (the subject of) melodies 
to me' (I'ijn "'jth nVrj}; LXX ^aXra Ijff&w /tot rd 
OiKaiLofiard aov)]. 

A V and RV usually render the verb tbi by ' sing 
praises.' For the nouns .tj^t and Tpj they give 
' song,' except in Is 51 3 , Am 5 B where both have 
' melody,' Ps 81 3 95 J where both have 'psalm,' and 
Ps 98 s where RV has ' melody ' and AV ' psalm ' 
(for 2 S 23 1 see above). Driver {Par. Psalter) con- 
sistently renders the verb throughout the Psalms 
by 'make melody,' and the nouns by 'melody,' 
and probably no closer equivalents in English 
could be found for the Hebrew terms. 

8. niv in Piel and Hi t hp. only ; a late word, con- 
fined to Psalms (4 t.) and Ecclesiastes (once). Its 
Aram, form is found in Daniel (see below). It is 
doubtful whether it should be connected with nac* 
(Piel and Hiphil) = 'to still or calm' (in Pr 29 11 of 
anger, in Ps 65* 89"» of the sea). Gesenius would 
find the connecting link in the notion of stroking 
or smoothing, hence 'to soothe with praises' (cf. 
the expression used of prayer, 'd 'i?'^ nVn 'to 
make the face of any one sweet or pleasant'). Its 
occurrences are : Ps 63* [' my lips shall praise 
Thee' (LXX iwaweiv) || 'I will bless Thee' (1^?I<) 
and 'I will lift up my hands' ('»3 k'5"*)] 117* (tt 
airei*, A irawtip) 147'- (alrti* ; both || 145 4 (B 

iraivtiy, A* alvtlv; || Tan), Ec 4 3 (traweir; ' I praised 
the dead which are already dead'), Dn 2-* {alvttv ; 
|l nun, of Daniel praising God when the secret of 
Nebuchadnezzar** dream had been revealed to 
him) 4 s4 - 37 (at'mV; in v.* 4 || yiz 'bless' and Tin 
' honour' ; in v. 37 1| con 'extol' and na ; of Nebu- 
chadnezzar praising God after the restoration of 
his reason) 5 4 - 38 (Theod. in both alvetv, so LXX in 
v. 33 , but in v.* e&\oyeiy; of Belshazzar and his 
guests praising the gods of gold and silver, etc.). — 
The Hithp. = 'make the subject of praise or boast' 
occurs in Ps 10G 47 -1 Ch 18» (inVin? 'that 
we may make our boast of Thy praise'; LXX 
in Psalms rod ivKai^aadai iv rrj aiviaei <rov, in 
1 Chronicles koI KavxacrOai i* rah aMaealv <rov). 

The verb nac* in Piel is everywhere rendered in 
AV ' praise,' and so in RV except in Ps 117' [but 
not, inconsistently enough, 147'-'] 145 4 , where we 
have 'laud.' This last term, which is that em- 
ployed in Driver's Par. Psalter, might, with 
advantage, be adopted uniformly, at least in the 
Psalms, where there are so many words that re- 
ceive in the English versions the one rendering 
'praise.' See art. La ud. 



ii. History of Praise in Israel. — Like sacri- 
fice and other branches of the cultus, the praise 
offered to Jahweh had in early times a more 
unconventional and spontaneous character than 
it afterwards assumed, especially in the second 
Temple. From the first, both vocal and instru- 
mental music were employed in this exercise, of 
which heartiness and loud noise (cf. the meaning 
of tihilldh above) were leading characteristics. 
A typical example is the song of the children 
of Israel after the passage of the Red Sea (Ex 
15), which, although in its present form it con- 
tains much that belongs to a later age, vet is 
undoubtedly to some extent archaic, while the 
description of the part played by Miriam and the 
women, with their timbrels and dances (v. 2 *"-), 
may be regarded as a true picture of the manners 
in ancient Israel (cf. also the Song of Deborah in 
Jg 5, one of the most ancient of the undoubtedly 
genuine relics of early Heb. poetry). So in 2 S 6 s 
( = 1 Ch 13 8 ) 'David and all the house of Israel 
played before the Lord with all their might, even 
with songs [reading, with 1 Ch 13*, DTfty 'V" 1 ??? 
for d*3^t3 ufift of 2 S 6 s , cf. the same phrase 
ljr 1 ??? used in v. 14 of David's dancing] and with 
harps and with psalteries, and with timbrels, and 
with castanets, and with cymbals.' In short, 
praise to God, whether upon the occasion of any 
great act of deliverance, or when the people as- 
sembled at the sanctuaries either of the Northern 
or the Southern kingdom, partook largely of the 
noisy character of vintage and bridal rejoicings 
(Jg 9", Lv 19 s4 , Ps 78 M ). When the prophet Amos 
denounces the crass unspiritual worship of his 
day, he delivers this message from Jahweh, 'Take 
thou away from Me the noise of thy songs, for I 
will not near the melody of thy harps' (Am 5**, 
cf. 8 10 ). Isaiah promises to the people, ' Ye shall 
have a song as in the night when a holy feast is 
kept, and gladness of heart as when one goeth 
with a pipe to come unto the mountain of the 
LORD, to the Rock of Israel ' (Is 30*). The author 
of La 2 7 can say of the rude plundering Chaldcean 
soldiery in the temple, ' They have made a noise 
in the house of the LORD as in the day of a solemn 
assembly.' The same impression is conveyed by 
some of the phrases which occur in the musical 
titles of the earlier psalms. For instance, Ps 57. 
58. 59. 75 are set to the tune of Al-tashheth, 
' destroy not,' probably the opening words of a 
vintage song (Is 65"). Cf., further, on this point 
W. R. Smith, OTJC* 209, 223 f. 

We should have individual songs of praise in 
the Song of Hannah (1 S 2 lff -) and the Song of 
Hezekiah (Is 38 ,u -* u ), were it not that neither of 
these can be supposed to have belonged originally 
to their present context (see on the former, Driver, 
Text of Sam. 21 f., ami on the latter, Cheyne, OP 
117 f., and cf. the analogous cases of the Prayer 
of Jonah and the Psalm of Habakkuk). 

As to the arrangements for praise in the pre- 
exilic Temple, we have no precise information. 
In particular, we are left very much in the dark 
as to how far any special class performed or 
directed this service. The statements on this 
subject contained in the Books of Chronicles are 
unfortunately of little use, owing to the tendency 
of the Chronicler to antedate the institutions of 
his own day. But while it will be generally 
admitted that the part he attributes to David is 
greatly exaggerated, it is probable enough that 
this king, whose skill as a musician is witnessed 
to in Am 6 5 , as well as in 2 S 6 s - 14 , used his talents 
in organizing the Temple music, whether he fur- 
nished to any appreciable extent the hymns unci! 
or not. It is undoubtedly the case that, down to 
the Exile, praise wrs the privilege of the con- 
gregation at large (Cncyne, OP 194), but this is 
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not inconsistent with at least the rudiments of 
the elaborate system which we meet with in 
Chronicles having been in existence in pre-exilic 
times. It is hardly likely that the singers, who 
are first expressly named in Neh 7** ( = Ezr 2"), 
and of whom 148 (128) returned, or were believed 
to have returned, with Zerubbabel, represent a 
class that had been instituted during the Exile, 
when no elaborate cultus was possible, or during 
the early years of the Return, when the circum- 
stances were by no means favourable to such a 
new departure. It seems more reasonable to con- 
clude that they were the representatives or de- 
scendants of singers who had performed this office 
in the pre-exilic Temple (see art. Priests and 
Levites, p. 74 b ). But it is equally beyond ques- 
tion that after the Return the whole system of 
praise was re-organized by Ezra and Nehemiah. 

At the Return the singers appear to have formed 
a single guild, * the sons of Asaph ' * (Neh 7"= Ezr 
2*'), and are distinguished from the Levites (Ezr 
10*-, Neh 7 UW . In Neh 12 27 '- the musical service 
at the dedication of the wall is divided between the 
Levites and ' the sons of the singers '). Such pas- 
sages as Neh 1 l 18 " 18 - «• « 12* »■ *• » where the singers 
are included among the Levites, do not belong to 
the Memoirs of Nehemiah, at least in a pure form, 
and their account approximates to the condition 
of things represented in 1 Ch 15 ,6ff - 23 3 - 8 , 2 Ch 29 s8 
etc. (cf. Ezr 3 10 , where 'the Levites the sons of 
Asaph ' is the phrase of the Chronicler). The guild 
of Asaph at a later period shared the musical 
service with the Korahites (cf. 2 Ch 20 18 and the 
titles of Ps 42-49 and 84. 85. 87. 88), who, by the 
time of the Chronicler, have become porters and 
doorkeepers (1 Ch 9" 26 1 - 18 etc. ). The Chronicler 
himself is acquainted with three guilds, — Hem an, 
Asaph, and Jeduthun or Ethan (1 Ch 6 s3 - u 
15" 16*"- 25 lff -)i to whom a Levitical origin is at- 
tributed, Ueman being descended from Kohath, 
Asaph from Gershom, and Ethan from Merari 
(1 Ch «»■«). These three the Chronicler charac- 
teristically represents as choirmasters appointed 
by David, to whom the whole organization of the 
service of praise is attributed, and who is said to 
have divided the singers into 24 Courses (1 Ch 
fl»nr. igu-u 16 4 251ft 2 Ch 5 U 29*, cf. Sir 47*). 

When we pass to the question of the use of a 
hymnal or similar forms in the Temple service, we 
encounter fresh uncertainties. Whatever view be 
taken of the contents of the Psalter (and there is 
a growing tendency to increase the proportion not 
only of post-exilic but of Maccabrean psalms), it 
will be generally admitted that, in its present form, 
the whole collection bears marks of having been 
intended for use in the second Temple. To what 
extent it may contain older (possibly even Davidic) 
psalms, which have been adapted for later con- 
gregational use, to what extent Nehemiah found 
the work of collecting already done for him, and 
how far a later hand, say that of Simon the 
Maccabee (Cheyne, OP 12 and passim), is respon- 
sible for the book as we now have it, are questions 
that cannot be said to be yet finally decided. Even 
so cautious a scholar as W. R. Smith was inclined 
to think that certain ' facts seem to indicate that 
even Book I. of the Psalter did not exist during the 
Exile, when the editing of the historical books 
was completed, and that in psalmody as in other 
matters the ritual of the second Temple was com- 
pletely reconstructed ' (OTJC* 219). ' It would be 
absurd to maintain that there were no psalms 
before the Exile. But it is not absurd to question 
whether Temple-hymns can have greatly resembled 
those in the Psalter' (Cheyne, OP 213 f.). 

It is a fair question whether praise was not 

*Thia guild eires ita name to one of the collections in the 
Psalter, consisting of Ps 50 and 73-83. 



ottered in the Synagogue as well as in the Temple. 
This is usually denied (see Gibson, Expositor, July 
1890, pp. 25-27, and cf. Schiirer, HJP II. ii. 70, 
where the parts of the Synagogue service are 
enumerated), but Cheyne (OP 12, 14, 363) urges 
forcible considerations in favour of a different con- 
clusion. There is all the less difficulty in conceiv- 
ing of the Psalter as a manual of praise in the 
Synagogue when we observe that, even in post- 
exilic times, praise might be ottered at other times 
and places than public worship. Thus, not only 
was Ps 118 sung in the Temple on high festival 
days (as on the eight successive days of the Feast 
of Booths and that of the Dedication), but the 
Hallel (Ps 113-118), of which it forms a part, was 
sung in two sections (113. 114. and 115-118) in 
every dwelling-place where the Passover was cele- 
brated. It is to the singing of the second part of 
the Hallel over the fourth and last cup that the 
t>/irfltrai>Tcs of Mt 26*°, Mk 14* refers. Again, the 
'Songs of the Ascents' (Ps 120-134) are perhaps most 
plausibly explained as ' Songs of the Pilgrimages,' 
i.e. songs with which the caravans or pilgrims 
enlivened their journey to the stated festivals. 
See, further, Duhm, * Psalmen' (Hdcom.), p. xxiv. 

How far in post-exilic times the general body 
of the people took part in the public service of 
praise is not clear, but the analogy of other parts 
of the ritual suggests that they participated in it 
to a very limited extent. In Sir SO""*- (referring 
to the time of Simon the high priest) the people 
' fell down upon the earth on their faces to worship 
the Lord 'and 'besought the Lord Most High in 
prayer' (cf. Lk l 10 , Ac 3 1 ). It is of the sons of 
Aaron that it is said that they ' shouted and 
sounded the trumpets of beaten work,' while ' the 
singers also praised him with their voices.' This 
corresponds closely with 2 Ch 7* ' all the people 
. . . bowed themselves with their faces to the 
ground upon the pavement and worshipped and 
gave thanks unto the Lord (SW17 rtWnj ttqe$M, xal 
■wpwreKivriaav koX -grow rifi Kvpltp), saying, For he 
is good, for his mercy endureth for ever.' Even 
this last formula appears to be in this instance 
not so much the language of praise as of prayer. 
A similar remark applies to 1 Mac 4 s8 'all the 
people fell upon their faces and worshipped and 
gave praise (-nvKby^atv) unto heaven, which had 
given them good success.' So in 2 Ch 29 s3 ' all the 
congregation worshipped, and the singers sang, and 
the trumpets sounded ' (on all these passages see 
Biichler, as cited in the Literature below). On the 
other hand, that some part in the service of praise 
was taken by the people is clear from such a 
liturgical direction as ' let all the people say 
Amen, Hallelujah' (Ps 10I5 48 , cf. 1 Ch Iff", where 
the citation of this Psalm is followed by the affir- 
mation , 'and all the people said Amen, and praised 
the Lord'). Moreover, it is extremely probable 
that, in antiphonal psalms like Ps 118, the congre- 
gation as well as the Levitical choirs took part. 
Biichler (ZATW [1899] p. 103 n.) will have it 
that the call in Ps 150 s ' praise him with the sound 
of the trumpet ' (shfiphur, ' horn,' mainly a secular 
instrument, whereas the official sacred trumpet 
is hdzuzirdh, cf. Driver, Joel and Amos, p. 144 f.) 
is addressed not to the Levites but to the congre- 
gation. He compares Ps 81 3 '-, and Jth 16 lff * where 
Judith leads off and all the people take up the song. 

Many psalms, e.g. 95. 96. 98. 99. 100, not to speak 
of the Hallelujah psalms (which are all post- 
exilic), were evidently composed from the first for 
liturgical use, and others may have been trans- 
formed from a more private and individual use to 
be the expression of the church-nation's praise. It 
is of course only to a limited extent that the 
Talmudic accounts of the service of praise in the 
Temple can be accepted as correct even for the 
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cloning period of OT history, but there is good 
reason to believe that the list given in Tamid (vii. 
4) of the psalms that were sung on each day of the 
week, at the morning sacrifice, is an ancient one. 
These psalms were as follows : Sunday 24 (B rrji 
fuat aa^iruv), Monday 48 (B Sevripq. <raf}f)&Tov), 
Tuesday 82, Wednesday 94 (B rerpdSi aappdrwr), 
Thursday 81, Friday 93 (B els rijv rj/itpar rod vpo- 
aapp&rov Sre KaripKitrrcu r\ yij), Sabbath 92 (Heb. 
nOT oi^ IT, B els t^p iipe'par rod <ro/S/3drou). See, 
further, Nenbauer, Stttd. Bibl. ii. 1 ff. The sing- 
ing and playing of the Levites on these occasions 
was accompanied by the blowing of silver trumpets 
(hd?6z6ruth) by two priests (cf. Nu lO 1 " 10 , Ezr 3 10 , 
Neh 12», 1 Ch 15" 16«, 2 Ch 5" 7 6 29 M S9 , Sir 50"). 

See, further, on the whole subject, the articles 
Music, Priests and Levites, Psalms, Temple, 
Worship. 

Literature. — On the Heb. terms see the Ox/. Heb. Lex., to 
which the first part of the present article has very special 
oblitjations. On the history, etc., of praise: Buchler, 'rur 
Oesch. d. Tempelmusik u. d. Tempelpsalmen,' in ZATW xix. 
[1839] i. 98 ff., ii. 32011., xx. i. 97 ff. ; Koberle, Die TempeU&nger 
inx AT, 1899; Cheyne, OP, 1889, pattim; W. R. 8mith. OTJC, 
1892, esp. pp. 190-226 ; Van Hoonacker, Le iacerdoce Uvitique, 
1899, patAm; Nowack, Lehrb. d. Heb. Arch., 1894, i. 271 f. ; 
Schurer, GJV*, 1898, ii. 240ff., 2930. [HJP ll. i. 225 ff., 290 ff.] ; 
and the Commentaries on the Psalms. J. A. SELBIE. 

PRAISE IN NT. — Praise (a'ros, fireuiw (1 P 2"= 
nVnp), alveais, 6o£a, dpenj, aXueur, iiraiveu', So£d£eti>) 
plays a large part in the NT, both the praise of 
God by angels and by men, and the praise of man 
by God and his fellow-man. 

i. The praise of God is the work of the angels 
(Lk 2"- 19 s8 ), and also of man. The chief object 
of the existence of the redeemed is to show forth 
the praises of Him who called them out of darkness 
into light (1 P 2'°) : Gentiles join now in the work 
of praise (Ro 15 9 ' 11 ); and all, Jew and Gentile 
alike, exist to the praise of the glory of His grace 
(Eph l*- u , Ph 1»», 2Th 1» IP 2«): Christians 
offer their sacrifice of praise to God (He 13 18 ): 
universal praise will be the characteristic of the 
last day (Rev 19 s ) : whereas failure to give God 
praise for His mercies is the note of heathenism 
(Ro l ai , Rev 11" 14 7 16 s , cf. Ac ll* 8 ). Thesubjects of 
praise are Clod's intrinsic excellences (dperds, 1 P 2'°, 
where see Hort) ; His universal gifts of creation, 
of providence, of redemption (Rev 15 s - 4 , Ac 2** and 
passim) ; His promises to individuals (Ro 4 80 ) ; His 
blessings to individuals, especially for the miracles 
of our Lord's lifetime (Lk 18* 3 1G 37 , cf. 2 Co I s ). 
One idiomatic phrase in the mouth of the 1 Jews ' 
S&s Sot-ar rip Oeip (Jn 9" ' Give God the praise' AV, 
' Give glory to God ' RV) is remarkable, meaning, 
'Confess thy sins' (cf. Joshua's words to Achan 
in Jos 7 19 ), and implying that truthful confession 
of the real facts of life brings glory to God. 

The tone of praise to God is specially marked in 
t'.ie Gospel of St. Luke, the Acts, the Ep. to the 
Ephesians, and the Apocalypse. It finds its ex- 
pression in semi-rhythmical language and formal 
hymns (see Hymn), and also in doxologies. The 
latter were primarily liturgical (cf. 2 Co l 20 Si ain-ov 
ro 'A/xV t<p Oeip rpbs Sot-av St fifiwv), and are adapta- 
tions from existing Jewish liturgies. The fountain- 
head of them may perhaps be traced to 1 Ch 29 10 , 
from which originated two types— (a) beginning 
with the word 'Blessed' {eiiXoyrjris, i.e. bless- 
worthy, worthy of receiving blessing), implying 
'an intelligent recognition of His abiding good- 
ness, as made known in His past or present acts,' 
Lk 1", 2 Co l 3 ll 31 , Ro 1» 9», Eph I s (where see 
Lightfoot), 1 P I s (where see Hort) ; (b) ascribing 
to God glory (power, might, dominion) for ever. 
This is the commoner type in the NT and in 
subsequent Christian liturgies : the simplest form 
ip it S#a els robs atwfaj- d/x?}* (Ro ll 36 ) is varied 
by the several writers to suit the exact context 



(Gal I s , Ro 16 s7 , Ph 4 s ", Eph 8", 1 Ti l 17 6 l «, 2 Ti 
4 18 , He 13 1 ' [see Westcott, Additional Note], 1 P 
4» 5 11 , 2 P 3' 8 , Jude » Rev 1« 5 18 7 1S ), and it left 
its ultimate mark on the Lord's Prayer in the 
addition of the doxology, perhaps originally made 
when that prayer was used in Euchanstic worship 
(Chase, The Lord's Prayer in the Early Church, 
•Texts and Studies,* I. iii. pp. 168-174). 

On praise as a part of public worship, see art. 
Church in vol. i. p. 428», art. Hymn in vol. ii., 
and cf. the preceding article. 

ii. 'The idea of man as praised by God is not 
distinctly recognized in the OT' (Hort on 1 P l 7 ). 
There God is spoken of as well pleased with men ; 
but the NT goes beyond this in the word 'praise,' 
which implies not only moral approbation, but the 
public expression of it. The difference may have 
arisen from our Lord's life ; He had moved about 
among men, accepting praise and homage where it 
was simple and genuine (Mt 21 18 ) ; giving His own 
praise without stint to John the Baptist (Mt U n ), 
to all acts of faith (Mt 8 10 9" 15 s8 16 8 , Lk 7 8 ), to good 
and loyal service (Mt 25"- a , Lk 19 17 ), to all gener- 
osity of gift(Mk 12« 14 6 ), to self-devotion (Lk 10"), 
to prudence (Lk 16 s ). Hence the ascended Lord is 
represented as sending His messages of praise as 
well as of blame to the Seven Churches of Asia (Rev 
l 4 ) ; and the praise of God is the ultimate verdict 
to which Christians appeal (1 P l 7 ), which will 
correct hasty judgments of men, and be the true 
praise exactly appropriate to each man's actions 
(1 Co 4 M 6 Aratrof) : the true Jew, who bears 
rightly the name of Judah ( = ' praised '), is he 
whose praise comes from God not from men (Ro 
2 s8 , where see Gifford in * Speaker's ' Coin.). 

The praise of man by his fellow-men is naturally 
of more doubtful value. On the one hand it is 
liable to be unreal, shallow, flattering, and to 
lead to a false self-satisfaction ; our Lord avoided 
the shallow praise of the crowds, and of individuals 
who did not weigh the meaning of their words 
(Lk 18' 9 ) ; He warned His followers against the 
desire for such praise (Mt 6 1 , Lk 6*) ; He traced 
the rejection of the truth by the Pharisees to the 
fact that they sought honour from each other, and 
did not seek the honour that comes from the only 
God (Jn 5«-**, cf. 12* 3 ) : St. Paul refused to seek 
glory from men (1 Th 2 s ), and was ever on his 
guard against pleasing men (Gal 1'°). 

On the other hand, St. Paul appeals to the con- 
sideration of any praise of men as a proper incentive 
to Christians {el rts ftratt-ot, Ph 4 8 ) : the proper func- 
tion of human government is the praise of well-doers 
(Ro 13 s , 1 P 2") : St. Paul praises whole Churches 
for their virtues (1 Co 11* and passim) : he lavishes 
the highest praises on each of his fellow-workers 
(1 Co 4' 7 and passim): their praise runs through 
all the Churches (2 Co 8 18 ) : his aim is, and that of 
all Christians should be, to provide things honest in 
the sight of men as well as of God (2 Co 8", Ro 12"). 
Praise of men is treated as a danger when it stands 
in antithesis to the praise of Goa ; but when it re- 
flects the piaise of God in the mirror of the Chris- 
tian's conscience, it is a welcome incentive to good. 

W. Lock. 

PRAYER.— An attempt will be made to treat 
the subject historically, keeping separate the 
evidence supplied by different portions of the 
Bible as to Iranian practice and Divine teaching 
on the subject of Prayer. With regard to the OT, 
it will be assumed, for the purpose of the article, 
that the books which it contains, whatever their 
respective dates may be, are on the whole trust- 
worthy guides as to the religious beliefs and 
practices of the periods which they describe.* 

• It can scarcely be denied, however, that a writer like the 
Chronicler is apt to antedate the beliefs and practices of his 
own age. 
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I. In the Old Testament. — i. Prefatory.— It 
will first be necessary to limit the subject of 
inquiry. Prayer (n^f?) may be understood widely, 
so as to include every form of address from man to 
God, whatever its character. Hannah's song (1 S 
2) is a thanksgiving, vet it is introduced by the 
words 1 Hannah prayed and said,' and the prayer 
of Hab 3 is a psalm. But address by way of 
petition must form the main subject of this article, 
thongh it is impossible to isolate this division of 
prayer, see, e.g., Is63 7 -64 13 , where praise, thanks- 
giving, pleading, confession, and supplication are 
blended. 

Certain axioms with regard to prayer are taken 
for granted, viz. (1) God hears prayer ; (2) God is 
moved by prayer ; (3) prayer may be not merely a 
request, out a pleading, or even an expostulation. 
It may here be added that OT prayer is little 
occupied with what becomes the main subject of 
prayer in NT, viz. spiritual and moral needs. 
This remark, however, applies only partially to 
the Psalms. 

The terms for ' prayer ' must next be considered. 
The verbs are : 1. avi irjjj (Gn 4 36 , where see Dill- 
mann's note), or simply rjP. ; this is the oldest and 
simplest phrase. It is perpetuated in NT (firta-a- 
\eur6at t6 irofia, Ac 2" 9" at.). The correlative 
word is njy ' answer ' (sometimes wrongly, e.g. Hos 
2 I, - M , tr. 'hear'), Gn 35 s and Psalms, passim. It 
signifies an answer either by external or spiritual 
help, or by inward assurance. 2. V>»nn primarily 
of intercessory prayer, (in 20 7 , Job 42 10 , but also 
of prayer generally, 1 S 1 st and elsewhere. From 
this verb comes the common name for prayer in 
its widest sense, ."i>cn, noticed above. 3. pj?, lit. 
' to fall upon,' so ' to approach ' in order to sup- 
plicate. See Is 53 ,s , where the 'approaching' is 
on behalf of others, and cf. ipTvyx&vtt* in NT. 4. 
V*tv * to ask ' (a) for some grace or deliverance, (/9) 
for information or guidance. The correlative is 
again njg 1 S 28*. 5. "' 'irr»f i;" Ex 32", an anthro- 
pomorphic phrase ('make the face sweet or pleas- 
ant'), never literally tr. in AV, but rendered 
' beseech,' etc. 6. pyt 'cry,' used of those who 
pray for the redressing of a wrong. 

Another detached point may be taken before 
entering on 'he historical treatment, viz. — 

Postures in Prayer.— (1) Standing. This was 
the commonest attitude, e.g. Abraham, Gn 18 M ; 
Hannah, 1 S 1*. It continues in NT times (but 
cf. below on Acts) ; and iu Jewish usage the 
Shemoneh Esreh had the name of Amidah (stand- 
ing), because the congregation stood during their 
recital. 

(2) Kneeling, Ps 95« ; Solomon, 1 K 8** ; Daniel, 
Dn 6 10 ; see, further, art. Kneel. 

(3) Prostration, i.e. kneeling with face bent to 
the ground in case of urgency, Nu 16 48 , 1 K 18** 
(and in NT Mt 26»). 

(4) Sitting, 2 S 7 U , a donbtful instance (but see 
H. P. Smith, ad loc.). In addition to these 
postures of the body the attitude of the hands 
should be noticed. These were: (1) lifted, Ps 63 4 
(cf. 1 Ti 2 s ), and (2) spread out, i.e. with open up- 
turned palms symbolical of the act of receiving 
from God, Ex 9* Is l»f. 

ii. Patriarchal Religion. —Leaving these pre- 
fatory matters, we come to prayer as it appears 
in patriarchal religion. ' Then began men to call 
upon the name of the LORD ' (Gn 4'- 1 *). This first 
notice is of real importance. There had been 
abundant consciousness of God before, hut tradi- 
tion fixed the commencement of habitual prayer 
at the beginning of the third generation. Thence 
we pass over a long interval to Abraham, and enter 
with him into the fullest and freest exercise of 
prayer. (1) His prayer is dialogue. It consists 
not merely in man drawing near to God, but God 



to man, inviting it and disclosing His purposes. 
The same thing occurs in the case of Moses, and 
something of the kind is supposed in certain 
psalms, where God Himself speaks, e.g. Ps 91. 
(2) Intercession is prominent in patriarchal prayer, 
Gn 17" 18"* 20 7 ; cf. below on prophets as inter- 
cessors. (3) There are also personal prayers : Gn 
IS', a prayer for a son ; Gn 24", Eliezer's on his 
journey ; more prominent still in Jacob's life. 
Jacob's first, prayer was a vow, Gn 28 30 ; his prayer 
in Gn 32*" 13 is in fear of Esau ; his wrestling with the 
angel (32 s *) is described in Hos 12 (' made suppli- 
cation ') as involving prayer. (4) Patriarchal bless- 
ings are prayers. When man blesses man, it is (a) 
primarily a vision of the Divine purpose for the 
person blessed and a declaration of it ; it is pro- 
phetic (e.g. Gn 49"), but it is (b) also a prayer. 
This is especially clear in a blessing attributed to 
the next period, Dt 33, e.g. v. 11 . As blessing is 
partly prayer, so also is cursing, as will be seen in 
considering the imprecatory psalms ; cf. also Neh 
13**; Sir 4*, where the curse is called a supplica- 
tion. (5) The oath in Gn 14 23 (' I have lift up mine 
hand ') is a kind of prayer, being an imprecation, 
not on another, but on the speaker in case of his 
failing in his intention. The phrase becomes so 
fixed in common use that without regard to its 
original meaning it is even used of God Himself, 
Ezk 36 7 . (6) The vow. See art. Vow. 

iii. The Law. — The evidence of the Law as to 
prayer is negative. With one exception (Dt 
26 1 " 15 ), there is nothing about prayer in the Law. 
There is no ordinance as to the employment of the 
formula) (or charms) common in the ritual of other 
nations. This did not tend to the undervaluing 
of prayer, but rather kept it in its proper place. 
It is not recognized as a means of doing service, 
but it is left to be a spontaneous expression of 
human needs. The lasting effect of this negative 
teaching may be seen in Berakhoth iv. 4. If 
prayers are said only to fulfil a duty (as a charge), 
they will not be heard by God. But to return to 
the exception, the formulie of worship in Dt 26. 
Even these are not strictly prayers, w. 8 " 11 are a 
thanksgiving, vv. 1 * 14 a profession of past obedi- 
ence, and v. 1J alone contains supplication. Vv. 1 '- 14 
are strangely like the so - cal lied prayer of the 
Pharisee in Lk 18 1K a . There also is the claim of 
past obedience, and in respect to the same point, 
viz. the payment of tithe (the hallowed things). 
But we cannot doubt that private prayer was 
habitually connected with sacrifice from early 
times. Instances are spread over the OT, e.g. 
Abraham (Gn 12"), Solomon (1 K S 4 - 4 ), Job (42"). 
There remains for consideration the typical char- 
acter of incense. Incense (see INCENSE) was taken 
up into Hebrew usage from the stock of primitive 
religious customs among the nations around, and 
was originally an anthropomorphic form of pro- 
pitiation by sweet odours (cf. Dn 2"). But as 
time went on it was regarded as typical of prayer 
and associated with it. See Ps 141 3 , and in NT 
Lk l 10 , Rev 5 8 8'. But if the Law teaches nothing 
about prayer, the lawgiver teaches much. No 
biblical life is fuller of prayer than that of Moses. 
The history of his call (Ex 3. 4) gives prayer in 
the form of ' colloquy ' with God as noticed above. 
There are his private prayers in times of difficulty 
(Ex 5", Nu ll 11 "), and, above all, his frequent 
intercessory prayers (1) for Pharaoh to obtain 
relief from plagues ; (2) for Israel in all the times 
of the murmuring and rebellion, e.g. Ex 32 11 - 1 *. 
What Moses did not lay on Israel as a precept 
he taught them by example, though it may be 
doubted whether access to God in prayer was not 
looked upon as the prerogative of a prophet. 

iv. The Period of the Kingdom. — This may be 
taken next, though in the intermediate time Jos 
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7*' 9 10 U and Jg 6 are to be noted, and the raising 
up of judges is almost always introduced by the 
phrase, 1 the children of Israel cried unto the Lord.' 
Samuel next appears to carry on the great inter- 
cessory tradition. In Jer 15' Moses and Samuel 
stand together as chief representatives of this form 
of prayer. And the narrative justifies the Divine 
words. Twice over Samuel mokes great efforts of 
intercession for the nation (1 S 7 s - 13 ) ; and again in 
regard to their desire for a king throughout chs. 
8 and 12. He testifies himself to his continuous 
pleading for them, and expresses his sense that it 
is part of the obligation of his prophetic office, ' God 
forbid that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing 
to pray for you' (1 S 12"). Besides his national, 
there is also his personal intercession. The rejec- 
tion of Saul grieved Samuel, and he cried unto the 
Lord all night, 15". And something of prayer is 
implied in the mourning for Saul, recorded in 15 s5 
and 16 l . David, being himself regarded as a pro- 
phet, is represented as praying without an inter- 
cessor. This appears in 2 S 7 1 "' 89 . ' It is hardly 
necessary to prove that both the lesser and the 
greater prophets of the kingly period are regarded 
as intercessors. It is mainly in this character, as 
intercessor for a nation perishing by famine, that 
Elijah stands before us in the great drama of 1 K 
18. And the test which is there applied to decide 
between Jehovah and Baal is, which of the two 
hears prayer. Intercession, as part of the pro- 
phetic function, will come out more clearly still 
when we deal with the prophets who have left 
writings ; but there is a special interest in finding 
it in men of action, such as Samuel, Elijah, Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and another leader who was not a pro- 
phet, namely, Nehemiah. Their prayer is not 
merely to put the matter in the Lord's hand, but 
to strengthen themselves for action. 

The Books of Samuel and Kings contain prayers 
which suggest the subject of the place of prayer. 
The ark denoted the local presence of God, and 
therefore the place of prayer. So Hannah (1 S 1) 
and David (2 S 7) resort thither. But as sacrifice 
is offered at ' high places,' prayer may be offered 
there also. So Samuel at Mizpah (IS 7 B ), and 
Solomon at Gibeou (1 K 3). When the temple is 
dedicated, it is as a house of prayer, if, notwith- 
standing its affinities to Deut., we may take 1 K 8 
as in some degree representing the mind of the 
founder. If, however, the prayer belongs in form 
and spirit to another period, it is no less worthy of 
attention in two important respects. (1) At the 
dedication of the centre of a great sacrificial 
cultns, not a word is said in the prayer about the 
sacrifices, but only about prayer to be ottered 
there, or ' toward ' that 4 place.' For prayer 
' toward ' a place, cf. Ps 28 2 , Dn 6 10 ; and, even for 
Islam, Jerusalem was at first the Kibla. The 
temple is the house of prayer in Is 56 7 ; and it will 
be seen to have been so regarded in NT. (2) The 
other point to notice in Solomon's prayer is the 
apparent conflict of two conceptions — that of some 
local habitation of God therein, and that of the 
impossibility of limiting His presence. — We have 
also two prayers attributed to Hezekiah — the 
first in Is 37*'" 510 , offered in the temple, a prayer 
for God's glory in the spirit of Ps 115 ; the second 
(Is 38 3 ) a prayer for himself, recalling his right- 
eousness in the spirit of Ps 28, yet none the less 
accepted. 

v. The Exile and Return.— Ewald (Hist. Isr. 
(Eng. tr.) v. 23) has justly emphasized the import- 
ance assumed by prayer in this period. There 
were two main causes for this. (1) The necessary 
cessation of sacrifice after the destruction of the 
temple. This threw the burden of worship wholly 
on prayer. (2) A sense of abandonment by God, 
which produced earnestness in seeking for an ex- 



filanation of His dealings, and a return of His 
avonr. The evidence in support of Ewald's asser- 
tion is twofold — (a) the great prayers extant from 
this period ; (b) the [tersonal habits of individuals 
recorded in the narrative, (a) Great prayers ex- 
tant. First and greatest is Is 63 7 -64 12 . The pro- 
phet comes forward and ' leads the devotions of 
the Church of the Exile.' The prayer is remark- 
able as appealing to the Fatherhood of God, 63 ,s 
64*. The other four are, Ezr 9 s " 14 chiefly con- 
fession ; Neh 1 ; Levites' prayer in Neh 9, in the 
form of historical retrospect (cf. Ps 106) ; Daniel's 
confession, Dn 9. On these last four some general 
remarks may be made. Confession is prominent, 
acknowledgment of the sin of Israel and the 
righteousness of God. They are cast in the same 
model, and contain the same phrases. Fasting 
has become connected with prayer (cf. Zee 7 8 ). 
The confession in these prayers is representative 
confession, e.g. Nehemiah (Neh 1") takes the sins 
of Israel upon himself and confesses them as a 
whole. He is an intercessor, but he does not 
stand apart ; he regards himself as involved in 
the guilt, (b) Personal habits of individuals. 
Ezra at the river Ahava(Ezr8 i "' a ) relies on prayer 
for the safety of his ex i -edition. As to Nehemiah, 
it is unnecessary to show in detail that constant 

Erayer is the characteristic of his journal. It is 
is resource in difficulty and discouragement, and 
takes a distinctly personal character, 'remember 
me, O my God.' Again, Dn 6 is an illustration of 
how prayer to God had become a distinctive mark 
of the Jews in exile. In it the enemies of Daniel 
decide to find their opportunity, and on it base 
their attack. In this narrative ( Dn 6 ,u ) we first find 
unmistakable mention of the hours of prayer as 
afterwards practised by the- Jews, though perhaps 
Ps 55" may be taken' to denote them. As is 
usually the cose in ritual, an endeavour was made 
to find sanction for the three hours of prayer in 
the earliest times, and Gn 19* 24 s5 28 n were 
referred to by the Jews for this purpose. 

vi. The Prophets. — * The Latter Prophets,' i.e. 
the prophetic writings, may now be considered as 
a whole, and without reference to date, in order 
to see what special characteristics are to be attri- 
buted to the prayers of prophets. It has already 
been seen that the latter were intercessors in virtue 
of their calling. The ground of this was twofold. 
The prophet was an acceptable person ; but, fur- 
ther, he had the Spirit (e.g. Ezk 2 s ), and the pos- 
session of it enabled him not only to interpret the 
mind of God to man, but also the mind of man 
to God (cf. Ho 8*). The prophet thus knew what 
the needs of the nation were, much better than 
the nation itself. Intercession in the OT is not 
generally the duty of the priest. For an excep- 
tion see Jl 2 17 , Mai 1" ; and in Apocr. 1 Mao 7**" 31 *, 
when, of course, prophets had ceased to exist. 
Beyond this general intercessory function we may 
trace three special asjHicts of prayer in the pro- 
phetical writings, which may be illustrated almost 
exclusively from Jeremiah, (a) Personal prayer. 
In Jeremiah intermixed with and in reference to 
the difficulties and trials of his own mission (e.g. 
Jer 20). (b) Seeking to know. It is by prayer (in 
part, at least) that the prophet obtains the Divine 
revelations, Jer 33 3 42* (where ten days pass before 
the answer is reported), (c) Interceding to avert 
present or predicted evil. See Am 7 and Jer 14. 
15. The latter passage is an important example. 
In ch. 14 we have — (1) intercession, w.*' 9 ; (2) 
answer forbidding intercession, I0 " 11 ; (3) renewed 
pleading in spite of prohibition ; (4) renewed 
Divine threatenings, ,4 *' 8 ; (5) a wail from the 
prophet ending in fresh intercession, v '' a . To 
this again comes an answer (15 1 " 9 ) of final con- 
demnation ; but even this does not close the dia- 
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logue of prayer, which' continues to 15 21 . This 
record of intercession throws a light upon the 
inner life of the prophets, and their intimate re- 
lations with God, which we hardly find elsewhere 
in OT. The limits here set to intercession are an 
anticipation of 1 Jn 5 19 . And the persistence of 
the prophet, although rejected, is nevertheless an 
inspired persistence. 

vii. Psalms, Proverbs, Job. — Although the 
prayers in the Psalter exceed in amount and 
variety all other prayers in OT, yet they do not 
contribute to our study of the subject so much as 
they would do if the circumstances and persons 
from which they proceeded were known to us. 
Although the title 'Prayers of David' is implied in 
the subscription closing the second book (rs 72* 1 ), 
yet only one psalm in these two books (Ps 17) is 
entitled 'a prayer.' 'And in the whole Psalter 
only five (including Ps 17) are so described. 
Tehillim (praises), not tephilloth (prayers), is the 
recognized name of the book ; but the latter would 
be almost as accurate a title as the former. 
Prayer in the Psalms will be considered under 
six "heads. (1) Prayer is regarded in the Psalms 
as the pouring out of the heart, 42* 62 s 102 (title) 
142*. Outside the Psalter, see 1 S l u and 7 8 com- 

red with La 2 1 *. That which is poured out may 
either the heart or its musing (n'v, AV 'com- 
plaint'). In prayer the psalmist does not so much 
go before God with fixed orderly petition, as 
simply to pour out his feelings and desires, what- 
ever they are, sweet or bitter, troubled or peaceful. 
(2) As a consequence of this aspect, various moods 
are blended in prayer. It passes from praise and 
commemoration to complaint, supplication, con- 
fession, despondency. Few psalms are entirely 
prayers in a strict sense. There is, however, 
another reason for the rapid transitions which 
occur. In some cases the moment of a felt answer 
to prayer is marked in the Psalm itself by transi- 
tion to praise. Here we have an approach to the 
colloquy in prayer noticed in the cases of Abraham, 
Moses, and Jeremiah. In 143 7 an answer is dis- 
tinctly expected ; again in 6 8 " 10 it is received, as 
also in 31^"**. For strongly marked transitions see 
57 WI 69* "* 9 . There is a sense that God has heard, 
and that is equivalent to His granting the petition, 
cf. 1 Jn 5". Yet this answer sometimes fails, 
and psalms from which it is absent strike us as 
abnormal, e.g. Ps 88. Here we come near what 
is frequent in Job, prayer struggling in the dark- 
ness, without a reply. It is that 'shutting out' 
of prayer which is described in La 3 8 . (3) National 
and personal prayer, how far can they be distin- 
guished* Some prayers in the Psalter are evi- 
dently national, e.g. 60. 79. 80. But while 44 is 
no less evidently national, ' I ' and ' me ' occur in 
w.* and ,9 . Hence it is evident that the 1st pers. 
sing, is no proof that a psalm, e.g. 102, is personal. 
It may well be an expression of the complaint and 
needs of the nation. It may almost be said that 
the psalmist never felt himself alone, but always 
connected his personal joys or griefs with those 
of the nation. Cheyne (OP 276) quotes a Rab- 
binic saying, ' In prayer a man should always unite 
himself with the community.' The question then 
will generally be which of the two elements pre- 
dominates, not which is exclusively present. (4) 
Material and external blessings are the principal 
subjects of prayer in tlie Psalms. Account must 
be taken, in considering this matter, of changes 
which have taken place in the meaning of words 
by the legitimate spiritualizing effect of Christian 
use. ' Say unto my soul, I am thy salvation ' 
(35 s ) is a good instance of how a prayer for 
temporal deliverance has come to acquire the 
appearance of being a prayer for spiritual bless- 
ing. But although the Psalms are far more 



largely occupied with temporal and material than 
with spiritual needs, yet there are distinctly 
spiritual topics of prayer which fill a considerable 
place in them. These are : (a) Communion with 
God, prayer for the intercourse of prayer, as in 
63. (o) Forgiveness of sins, besought with the 
greatest earnestness in 51 for its own sake, but 
more frequently taking the form of prayer for 
that deliverance from suffering and chastisement 
which was held to mark the forgiveness of sin 
(see art. Sin in OT). (c) Ps 119 stands on a 
different footing. It contains much prayer for a 
knowledge of God's will. The prayer for quicken- 
ing ('quicken 'occurs 11 times) seems distinctly to 
have a spiritual sense. The ' He ' division, with 
its initial verbs in Hiphil, is almost entirely prayer. 
The development of prayer in a spiritual direction 
has been carried some way in the Psalms, and 
prayer for external blessings has been cast in a 
torm which will lend itself afterwards to spiritual 
interpretation. We must not, however, suppose 
that prayer of this kind differentiates the Psalms 
from the prayers of all other religions. Prayer for 
spiritual and moral gifts is found elsewhere (Tylor, 
Prim. Culture, vol. ii. pp. 373, 374). (5) Urgency 
of Prayer. There is a feeling that God must be 
induced to hear. This comes out in the anthro- 
pomorphic phrases which speak to Him as though 
He needed to be awakened, urged, or persuaded. 
We can scarcely suppose that this is, all of it, no 
more than a sacred irony. While NT put aside 
the thought of awakening Him, it retained that 
of pleading. On this subject see Ps 28 1 44 M , and 
in correction of these Ps 121 throughout. (6) 
Prayer of imprecation, for vengeance. This is • 
both frequent and urgent. It occurs in the highest 
strains of devotion, e.g. Ps 69 2a " iB , as well as in 
psalms of a lower level, e.g. 59. It reaches its 
extreme point in 109. In this Psalm attempts 
have been made to explain it away, but here no 
separate dealing is possible with a conception 
which enters into the tissue of so many psalms. 
It is certainly remarkable that the phrase which 
above any expresses the absorption of the psalmist 
in prayer (' I am prayer,' 109 4 ) should occur where 
it does. Various considerations may help us to bear 
with this feature, but one is sufficient here. The 
devout Israelite of that day believed deeply in 
God, was perhaps more closely conscious of Him 
than we are, and yet looked out on a world of 
treachery, cruelty, and lust.' The vision which we 
have before us of a future retribution in another 
life was entirely shut out from him. If his sense 
of justice was not dead, how could he help crying 
out for some manifestation of Divine righteousness 
by way of retribution, even apart from human 
instinct for revenge? An inspiration which ran 
counter to such desires would have disturbed the 
very foundations of his faith. See, further, art. 
Psalms, p. 160. 

Proverbs. — Only two points need be noticed : (1) 
Three passages in which the character of the 
person praying determines the acceptance of the 
prayer, 15 s - * 28*. This feeling, legitimate as it 
is, and admitted in the formularies of to-day, 
would tend to grow into that mistaken view of 
the matter which is corrected in the parable of 
the Pharisee and the Publican. (2) The prayer 
of Agur (30 7 " tf ), with its modest request for the 
middle state on account of the effect of riches and 
poverty on his relation with God. Cf. the prayer 
of Socrates (Plato, Plwedrus, sub fin., and also 
Thom. Aquinas, Summa, ii. 2, lxxxiii. 5). 

Job. — The earlier part of the book is in the form 
of a dialogue between Job and his friends ; but in 
fact, when his friends pause, it is often the case 
that Job, instead of answering them, turns away 
to God, and lets his address to God stand as 
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an answer to them. Thus, much of the book 
is prayer. See chs. 6. 7. 9. 10. 13. 14. The 
boldest of these is 10. Though full of doubt, 
rebelliousness, and half-way to renouncing God, 
it is nevertheless prayer. These chapters are, in 
fact, prayer for what at times is the_ most urgent 
of all needs, some explanation of pain and suffer- 
ing. It is prayer for wisdom. So, long afterwards, 
St. James, wnting to those who have fallen into 
manifold trials, bids them ask wisdom from God, 
that they may understand the purpose of His 
discipline (Ja l 8 ' 8 ). 

To sum up, the axioms stated at the outset have 
been abundantly justified. It has plainly appeared 
that God hears and is moved byprayer, especially by 
persistent pleading prayer. This was the convic- 
tion not only of the mass of the nation, but also 
of a large number of highly gifted persons. Their 
experience of prayer, as attested by their writings, 
must always constitute an important element in 
that portion of the evidences for the being of God 
which is drawn from human consciousness. In the 
spiritual sphere it corresponds to the testimony 
which St. John gives to God manifest in the flesh, 
1 Jn l 1 " 4 . 

II. In the Apocrypha.— The Apocr. as a whole 
confirms strongly what has l)een said as to the in- 
creased prominence of prayer after the Exile. The 
Apocr. books incorporate, or even consist of prayers. 
The Additions to Esther are mainly two long 
prayers of Esther and Mordecai. See also Bar 
l ls -3 8 ; the Prayer of Azarias (Abednego) prefixed 
to the Song of the Three Children ; and the 
Prayer of Manasses: the two narratives Tobit 
and Judith both attest the power of prayer. In 
Tobit the miraculous interpositions and the happy 
issue of the story are entirely the result of the 
simultaneous prayers of Tobit and Sarah recorded 
in To 3, see esp. 3 18 . And the place given to 
prayer in an ideal Jewish family is shown by the 
paternal injunctions of To 4 18 . The Book of Tobit, 
although a fiction, engages respect and interest by 
its high moral tone ; but the same cannot be said 
of the Book of Judith, in which the prayer of the 
heroine is tainted with the treachery which is 
glorified throughout the book. Her prayer in Jth 
9 10 is prayer for the success of deceit, and it would 
be hard to find anything baser in conception than 
her pretended scheme of inquiring by prayer as to 
the sins of her countrymen, that she may tell 
Holofernes when to attack them, Jth ll 17,18 . The 
necessity of washing, before prayer, for those 
living among the heathen appears in Jth 12 7 - 8 . 
In 1 Mac we pass from fiction to history. As 
Ezr-Neh showed prayer in men of action, so also 
1 Mac, e.g. i 30 " 33 5 s3 and ll 71 - 78 , prayer was the secret 
of the Maccaboean victories. That it was so, is 
nowhere better expressed than in 2 Mac 15 27 , ' con- 
tending with their hands and praying unto God 
with their hearts.' The notice of Mizpeh in 1 Mac 
3* as an ancient place of prayer, links the prayer 
and victory of Judas with those of Samuel in 
former time, and is proof of the surviving holiness 
of the ancient sanctuaries. 2 Mac does but renew 
in legendary guise the evidence of 1 Mac as to the 
frequency of prayer in the great patriotic struggle. 
But it contains two passages which favoured, if 
they did not suggest, later developments in Chris- 
tian times. With 2 Mac 12 40 " 48 before them as 
canonical Scripture, it is no wonder that men 
thought they had ample justification for offering 
sacrifice (in the Mass) on behalf of the dead. 
And the vision of Onias and Jeremiah (2 Mac 
IS 18 " 14 ) was a clear testimony to the intercession of 
saints on behalf of the living. Cf. also Bar 3* if 
the text be correct. 

The sapiential books of the Apocr. should next be 
considered. The Book of Wisdom from 9 1 onward 



is a continuous address to God, and may be regarded 
as a prayer, though the character of supplication 
is not clearly discernible beyond the end of ch. 9. 
But 16 87 * 88 contains a beautiful illustration with 
regard to prayer. As manna had to l»e gathered 
at daybreak, lest it should melt in the heat of the 
sun, so we must rise at daybreak to gather spiritual 
food by prayer. 

If the Book of Wisdom contributes little, Sirach 
compensates, as might be expected from the re- 
spective origin of the two books. It contains 
prayers, e.g. 22» 7 -23* (personal) ; 36'-» (national); 
SO 38-84 partly thanksgiving, the source of Rinkart's 
famous hymn, 'Nun danket alle Gott.' Sir 7 10 - " 
28 8-4 prepare the way for our Lord's teaching on 
prayer, and may have been present to His mind : 
38*'" was certainly in St. James' mind when he 
wrote Ja 6 14 " M . Sir 38 u may perhaps be the source 
of the proverb, ' Laborare est orare.' Taking the 
book generally, it is remarkable that the principal 
subject of prayer in Sirach is the forgiveness of 
sins, thus advancing the movement begun in OT 
to spiritualize the aims of prayer. 

One more book of Apocr. requires notice, an 
apocalypse, the so-called 2 Esdras. Though chs. 
3-14 inclusive are certainly post-Christian, and 
therefore do not, like the books hitherto con- 
sidered, illustrate inter - Testamental Jewish 
thought, there is much that is of great interest 
in them, and not least in regard to prayer. The 
question is raised in 7 lw -» 8 (RV text) whether the 
intercession of prophets and leaders which had 
played so great a part in the history of Israel will 
not also be availing in the day of judgment, and the 
answer is a twice-repeated negative. 

III. In the New Testament.— It will be con- 
venient to state at once the main points in which 
the doctrine of prayer makes advance in NT. 
(1) Further development of prayer for spiritual 
blessings. It is the light here thrown on the 
possibilities of a higher life by the example and 
teaching of Christ which enlarges and raises the 
scope of prayer. (2) Extension of the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit to all believers, enables them for 
prayer. Power in prayer was a characteristic of 
the prophets in the OT, because they had the 
Spirit. Now all can pray, because all have the 
Spirit. (3) Prayer in the name of Jesus. This is 
absolutely new ( Jn 16 34 ). The verse just cited gives 
the turning-point in the history of prayer. It does 
not divert prayer from the Father to the Son, but 
gives new access to the Father. Thus the normal 
idea of prayer is to pray in the Spirit, through the 
Son, to the Father. 

NT words for * prayer ' must be briefly noticed. 
1. Prayer to God with implication of worship is 
■wpoveixtiiBai. 2. tOxcffOai barely exceeds an earnest 
wish, and needs vpit rbv 6e(n> to give it the sense 
of prayer as in 2 Co 13 7 . Its subst. cirrf means a 
vow except in Ja 5 18 . 3. Wo/uu, Bhjais, though used 
of supplication to God even by our Lord Himself 
(Lk 22 s8 ), may also be used of prayer to man (e.g. 
Lk 9 40 ), which is not the case with -rpoatfrxtcrOai. 
4. alrc'iv, a simple word belonging to our childlike 
relation (Lk 11"), contains no thought of worship ; 
in RV always ' ask,' but disguised in AV by five 
different renderings, namely ' ask,' ' desire,' 1 beg,' 
1 crave,' 'require.' The mid. voice (alTeiadm) gives 
intensity to the request (see Mayor on Ja 4 8 ). 8. 
ipurrdu, usually explained as involving a certain 
freedom in the manner and form of request. 6. 
irTvyxdi>ei», vTepeyrvyx&vciv, tr. ' intercede,' though 
the sense is primarily to draw near the person 
addressed, ana only secondarily on behalf of an- 
other. See below under ' Epistles.' 

i. Gospels.— The example and teaching of our 
Lord : (1) His personal example. His prayer was 
real prayer, not merely offered by way of example 
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to disciples, but as real and intense as any ever 
uttered. Nothing brings out His true humanity 
more than His dependence on the Father in prayer. 
His prayers may De considered under three heads : 
(a) At or be/ore the great events of His life on 
earth : at Baptism (Lk 3 11 ) ; before choice of apostles 
(Lk 6 11 - u ) ; before transfiguration, which is almost 
represented as the effect of prayer (Lk 9 W ); 
before Gethsemane (Jn 17, the earlier verses of 
which refer to the consummation of His own work) ; 
during the agony (Lk 22"-*, He 5 7 ). It is to be 
observed that, for these notices, we are mainly 
indebted to St. Luke, and his special interest in 
our Lord's teaching as to prayer will appear under 
other heads also. (/3) Prayer be/ore performance of 
miracles : implied in the case of Lazarus, Jn 1 1* K 43 ; 
probably implied Mk 7 s *. Cf. Mt 17 a (TR); but much 
more frequent in miracles wrought by disciples, 
(y) Intercessory prayer: for disciples and future 
believers, Jn 17*"*, and continued after ascension, 
Ro 8**, He 7* (this continued intercession is not 
denied by Jn 16*, which merely guards against the 
thought that our prayer is of itself unacceptable ; 
His heavenly intercession is but another aspect of 
our asking in Jesus' name) ; prayer for individuals : 
St. Peter, Lk 22 sa ; soldiers at the cross, Lk 23 s *. 
See Monrad, World of Prayer, p. 72, Eng. tr. 

(2) The Lord's direct teaching in various ways. 
This may be considered under the following heads : 
(a) the Lord's Prayer ; (/9) parables ; (y) incidental 
sayings ; {$) last discourses. 

(a) The Lord's Prayer. — There are grounds 
which appear to the present writer to be sufficient, 
but which cannot be stated here, for believing that 
the prayer was given on two occasions, and in two 
distinct forms. The latter circumstance would 
seem to show that stress was not laid on the 
repetition of the exact words, but on the teaching 
which the prayer conveyed as to the topics, pro- 
portion, and order of all prayer. There is but one 
clause in the Lord's Prayer relating to temporal 
wants, and even that not merely to the wants of 
the individual ( * give us'). Moreover, it is capable 
of including spiritual needs, and is constantly so 
interpreted. On the other hand, it does legitimate 
prayer for temporal wants. In this connexion 
notice the direction given Mt 24*. This tendency 
of the Lord's Prayer to fix desires on spiritual 
things is summed up in one of the agrapha quoted 
by Origen, Set. in Ps 4* LXX (Loinm. xi. 432) and 
elsewhere, and probably authentic, ' Ask the great 
things, and the little things shall be added to you ; 
ask the heavenly things, and the earthly things 
shall be added to you' (Resell, Agrapha, Logion 
41 ). Another characteristic of the Lord's Prayer is 
its catholicity. There is nothing of particularism 
in it. It is already conscious of its world-wide 
destiny. A merely Jewish prayer of this date 
would certainly have been addressed to the Lord 
God of Israel (of our fathers), and would have con- 
tained a petition for the nation. See Latham, 
Pastor Pastorum, p. 416. See, further, art. Lord's 
Prayer. 

(0) Parables.— {I) Two parables on importunity 
in prayer. This characteristic of prayer has 
already been taught by OT, and is here approved 
by our Lord. The 4 Friend at Midnight ' (Lk 1 1 6 " 8 ) 
follows immediately the delivery of the Lord's 
Prayer. While it should be interpreted in the 
broadest way of all prayer, it may have special 
application to teachers, as being a prayer for Dread 
for others. The second parable, the Importunate 
Widow (Lk IS 1 ' 8 ), has throughout a special refer- 
ence to the prayer of suffering believers in expecta- 
tion of the Second Advent. The need of im- 
portunity in prayer expressed in both parables 
should be interpreted with Trench's words before 
us, ' Wo must not conceive of prayer as an over- 



coming of God's reluctance, but as a laying hold of 
His highest willingness' (Parables, xviii., the sub- 
stance of which comes from the passage of Dante 
which he quotes, Parad. xx. 94-99). (2) A parable 
on right disposition in prayer follows immediately 
in Lk 18 8 "". Compare above on Dt 26 u u under 
OT. In this parable we see a great step in ad- 
vance. Under the new covenant a profession of 
ritual righteousness has no longer any place in 
prayer. On the contrary, we have Lk 17'°, which 
may, like the precept of forgiveness which it 
follows, have been spoken with reference to prayer 
and its conditions. It should be observed that 
these parables are preserved by St. Luke alone, 
and to them may be added the prayer of the 
prodigal son, 'Father, I have sinned,' etc. (Lk 
15"»- »). 

(7) Incidental sayings.— (I) As to conditions of 
prayer. One of these is humility, as in the parable 
referred to above, Lk 18 u . Another is forgiveness 
of our brother men. This condition of prayer had 
already been strikingly stated in Sir 28*"*. Mt 
6 l *- u and Mk ll*- » do but repeat it, and the 
parable of the Unmerciful Servant grows out of 
the same root. A third condition of prayer is to 
avoid outtoard show and to avoid repetition. Our 
Lord's practice throws light on both these require- 
ments. We read of His retirement to the mountain 
for prayer. Privacy in a house is difficult to obtain 
in the East. The other direction does not forbid 
all repetition. Words may be repeated to express 
urgent entreaty, as in Mt 26**. A fourth condition 
is more important and more difficult of explana- 
tion — that of faith. It is obvious that faith must 
be a condition ; a prayer which is, so to speak, an 
experiment, will not be answered. But Mk 11** 
'All things whatsoever ye pray and ask for, 
believe that ye have received them and ye shall 
have them,' seems to represent faith not merely 
as 'sine qua non,' but as 'cum qua semper.' 
Literally interpreted, the words would assign to 
every believer a kind of vicarious omnipotence. 
In interpreting any saying of our Lord, it must lie 
remembered that the words as spoken by Him 
were not isolated, and were addressed to those 
who had heard other words which limited and 
explained them. It is reasonable to receive this 
saying with the explanation which St. John puts 
upon it, 1 Jn 5 W - u (' if we ask anything according 
to his will, he heareth us'). The illustrations 
used to emphasize the power of prayer in faith, 
viz. the uprooting of mountains and trees, are 
taken from the language of the Jewish schools ; 
and the same source supplies a parallel expression, 
' If a person applies his whole attention during 
prayer, he may be sure that his prayer has been 

f ranted' (R. Samuel in Bcrakhoth, tr. p. 111), 
t is probable that our Lord, foreseeing tnat the 
power of prayer would be undervalued, preferred 
to state its force in this almost paradoxical way. 
It will follow that assurance of receiving the 
precise thing asked for is not what is required. 
There is a great instance in Ac 12 which may be 
taken here by anticipation. The Church is gathered 
together praying continuously and earnestly for 
the release of St. Peter. But when he is released 
and sent back to them, they keep him outside the 

f;ate because they cannot believe that their prayer 
las been granted. Yet who will say that that 
prayer was not a prayer of faith ! The last con- 
dition of prayer to be mentioned is not a universal 
one, but carries special promise, namely, the con- 
dition of union in prayer, Mt 18 ,fc ". It does not 
necessarily iuiply public prayer, for two persons 
are enougn. The effect of this saying appears in 
the frequent mention of united prayer in Acts. 

(6) Last discourses. — As in all other respects 
these discourses give new and distinctive teaching, 
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so in respect of prayer. It is henceforth to be in 
Jesus' name. ' Thus is given not a mere devotional 
form, but a new ground on which the worshipper 
stands, a new plea for the success of his petitions ; 
and, in fact, a wholly new character to prayer, 
since it must be brought into unison with the 
mind of Him in whose name it is presented ' (T. D. 
Bernard, Central Teaching of Jesus Christ, p. 156; 
and see preceding page). As this teaching was 
not possible in the early days when the Lord's 
Prayer was given, ' in Jesus' name' was not added 
to it. But that prayer being His, and in accord- 
ance with His will, is a prayer in His name, with- 
out the addition of ' through Jesus Christ,' which 
the Church has never presumed to make. This 
instance shows that the direction is not to be 
taken in a narrow, verbal way. 

(3) Finally, .the Gospels afford us teaching on 
prayer given in an entirely different way. Under 
(1) the Lord's example was considered on its human 
side, teaching about prayer by His own prayer. 
But even during His ministry the Divine nature, 
though in a certain sense hidden, began to show 
itself, and He is the recipient of prayer from those 
who need His help. Tneir requests are not de- 
scribed by the highest term -wpoffeOxo/iai, but by 
Sioncu, 5^7<rit. But since these requests were made 
to the Son of God, His way of dealing with them 
instructs all who pray, (a) Requests are granted 
where there is faith. ' Believe ye that I am able 
to do this 1 ' (b) Granting requests is delayed to 
produce importunity and test character (Mk I 37 ). 
A saying of Seneca's well illustrates the difference 
between what the Stoic thought of the attitude of 
importunate prayer and the way in which Chris- 
tianity regards it : ' Nihil curias emitur quam quae 
precibus emta est.' Christianity would substitute 
' nihil dulcius.' (c) Man's ignorance in prayer is 
insisted on in the case of the sons of Zebedee, 
Mt 20 32 ; and it is shown by experience in the case 
of St. Peter, whose request is granted that he may 
learn that it was presumptuous, Mt 14 s8 " 31 , cf. Ro 
8*. Here it may be added that the disciples who 
had asked Jesus daily and hourly for help and 
guidance while He was with them in the flesh, 
evidently continued to do so after God had * exalted 
him to be a Prince and a Saviour.' St. Stephen 
says, ' Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ' ; and Chris- 
tians are described by St. Paul as those who 4 call 
upon (or invoke in prayer) the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,' 1 Co l a , cf. Ac 0" 22 w . It is there- 
fore going too far to say with Origen (de Orat. 
15) that all prayer must be offered to the Father. 
Yet it is the case that Jesus teaches His disciples 
to pray, not to Himself, but to the Father in His 
name. Liddon (Bampton Lectures, note F) appears 
to press his argument further than a consideration 
of the whole evidence will justify. 

ii. Acts. — The teaching and guidance given by 
our Lord manifests its results in the Acts and 
Epistles. Acts will show its external results in 
the Church as a whole, not, however, without 
some evidence of private practice. The Epp. will 
give its inward effect on the devotional life of 
individuals, especially of St. Paul, but here also 
something may be gathered as to external and 
corporate usages. 

(1) Acts supplies notices of times and places of 
prayer. St. Peter olwerves the sixth hour (Ac 
10 9 ), and he and St. John go up to the temple at 
the ninth hour, which is descriiied as the hour of 
prayer (Ac 3'). It is probable that the gathering 
described in Ac 2 1 was for worship, and this is fixed 
by 2 1S as having taken place at the third hour, so 
Ave have recognition of all the three Jewish hours 
of prayer. 

In the matter of prayer, as in most other exter- 
nal matters, the Christian body remained at first 



within the pale of Judaism. To ordinary observers 
they were only a new sect [aXptnt) of Judaism. 
They had their private worship (Ac 2"), but they 
did not on that account forsake the temple ; and 
it is possible that they still attended the syna- 
gogues, though there is no evidence on this point 
beyond the practice of St. Paul on his missionary 
journeys (in which case he had a special object in 
view), and Ja2 a (where 'synagogue' may mean a 
distinctively Christian assembly, cf. He 10 35 ). But 
with regaru to the private worship of Christians, 
there is ample evidence in Acts, e.g. 4* M0 where the 
actual prayer used is recorded, and 12" the 
assembly for prayer in the house of Mary the 
mother of Mark. Two farewell prayers from St. 
Paul's life may be added— the one at Miletus with 
tears and embraces (Ac 20 38 ), the other on the 
beach at Tyre (Ac 21 B ). In both these cases they 
knelt in prayer. Kneeling is also the attitude of 
St. Stephen (Ac 1*"), St. Peter (Ac 9"), and St. 
Paul (Eph 3"). On the other hand, our Lord's 
words had authorized standing to pray (Mk H"). 

(2) Fulfilment of prayer. — Acts is remarkably 
strong in its testimony on this point. There are : 
the release of St. Peter (Ac 12), the sending of St. 
Peter to Cornelius (10 4 ), the preservation of the 
crew and passengers who sailed with St. Paul 
(27 s4 ). Ana there are the cases in which prayer is 
recorded as the means of working mirac 168(9* 28"). 
Passing to the Epp. we may take here the great 
instance of non-fulhlment or believing prayer, the 
thrice-repeated prayer of St. Paul to be delivered 
from the thorn in the flesh (2 Co 12 8 - »). Yet the 
prayer was not frustrate ; what was granted was 
the power to rejoice in the infirmity. 

(3) Prayer in connexion with laying on of hands. 
— In Acts there are mentioned three more or less 
distinct uses of the laying on of hands : (a) in heal- 
ing as by Ananias (9 17 ), St. Paul (28 8 ) ; (/3) as a 
complement to baptism by St. Peter and St. John 
at Samaria (8 17 ) and St. Paul at Ephesus (19" ) ; 
(7) on appointment to ministries (6° 13 s ). Now in 
each of these three classes of instances, though not 
in every instance, there is a distinct mention of 
prayer, as though to show that those who use the 
form are not in possession of the gift so as to 
transfer it at their will, but rather have authority to 
ask for it to be given. See, further, art. LAYING 
on of Hands. 

(4) The passages in which prayer accompanies the 
appointment to ministries naturally raise another 
question. In Ac 13* 14 a fasting accompanies 
prayer, cf. Lk 2 s7 . The connexion between fasting 
and prayer has already been observed in OT, but 
was it continued in the Apostolic Church ? These 
two passages go in that direction, and it would be 
natural that the Christians should not abandon a 
practice in which as Jews they had been trained, 
and which appeared to have a possible sanction 
from Mt 9". But, in considering fasting as sub- 
sidiary to prayer, it should be observed that in 
four passages where it appears in that light in AV, 
viz. Mt 17", Mk 9* Ac Ur* 1 Co 7 B , RV, following 
textual evidence, omits all mention of the subject. 
See, further, art. Fasting. 

(5) One other point of interest from Acts is that 
prayer here bears out what was said under OT of 
prayer as colloquy with God. Such is the prayer 
in the visions of Ananias (Ac 9 13 ' 16 ) and St. Paul 
(Ac^ 17 - 31 )- 

iii. The Epistles and Apocalypse. — (1) St, James. 
— This Ep. takes up ana applies to daily life the 
teaching of the gospel, and is especially related to 
Mt. Hence there is much as to prayer. The need 
of faith in prayer, and the fatal effect of doubting 
(Ja l 8-8 . observe same word [Siaicpivopai] for 'doubt 
as in Mt 21 s1 ) ; the neglect of prayer, and character 
of wrong prayer ( Ja 4 a - 3 ), are put in a practical way. 
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But the most important passage is Ja 5"* M . There 
in an emphatic position almost at the close of 
the Epistle we nave the recommendation of a 
particular act of prayer on the part of the elders of 
the congregation, accompanied with the use of oil 
(in accordance with the early apostolic practice 
described Mk 6 1S ). This prayer is not only to 
effect bodily but also spiritual healing. The 
sufferer's sins will be forgiven. And then the 
power of prayer is still further urged, and the 
example of Elijah given. Intercession for one 
another is to be the rule of the Church (cf. 1 Jn 5' 8 ). 

(2) Epp. of St. Paul. — Only a few points can be 
noticed, (a) The co-operation of the Holy Spirit in 
prayer comes out clearly. In Ro 8 ,s the Spirit 
enables us to cry 'Abba, Father,' and in v. M inter- 
cedes for us (iixtptmvYxA*^) alon«j with our de- 
fective prayers. There is a special fitness in the 
use of trruyx&fu (and its compound) with regard to 
the Spirit (as here) and the Son (v.* and He T a ), 
as it signifies close approach. For " the help of 
the Spirit in prayer see also Eph 6 18 and Jude M . 
Further, the gift of tongues was used in prayer as 
well as in praise (1 Co 14 u - ,B ). The distinction 
which St. Paul here draws between the office of 
his (own) spirit and his mind in prayer is well 
illustrated by Thorn. Aquin. ii. 2. lxxxiii., who 
says that prayer is 'rationis actus.' There must 
be some arrangement of petitions (ordinatio), and 
for this the mind must take part. (£) The re- 
ciprocal prayer of St. Paul ami his converts. He 
constantly prays for them, he tells them so, and 
they pray for him. His prayer for them is some- 
times in anxiety and sometimes with joy (Ph I*). 
It included mention of persons by name, e.g. 
Timothy and Philemon, and no doubt countless 
others. He looks on this reciprocal prayer as a 
bond. He begins and often closes his Epp. with 
mention of it. He regards the circumstances of 
his own life and his movements as in part de- 
termined by the prayers of the saints (2 Co 1", 
Philem M ). (y) Prayer is striving, an iyw* (like 
Jacob's wrestling), see Ro 15 s ", Col 2' and 4' 2 . («) 
Some light is given as to the prayers of the congre- 
gation. There is the injunction in 1 Ti 2 1 , where 
we find the rudiments of a fixed order of prayer. 
Clem. Rom. 61 shows how this command was 
obeyed. The chapter above quoted, 1 Ti 2, gives 
negatively in v. 8 the same conditions of acceptable 
prayer 'without wrath and doubting' as are given 
positively in Mk ll 26 , where forgiveness and faith 
are required for prayer. ' Wrath ' here means 
refusal to forgive ; such a condition condemns a 
literal use of the Imprecatory Psalms. («) In the 
Pastoral Epp. prayer has already become the special 
duty of a certain class ( 1 Ti 5'). 

(3) Ep. to Hebrews. — The great lesson here is 
freedom of access to God in prayer. This Christ 
has obtained for us (He 4 18 10**). The latter verse 
reminds us that the baptized no longer need the 
ritual washing of their todies before prayer (see 
above on prayer in Apocrypha). 

(4) Epp. of St. John.— Here again is the same 
thought as in He 4 16 , expressed by the same word 
(■wafrlrrjaia). But in 1 Jn there is no question of 
entrance and approach (tlaodos, irpoaipx«r6at) ; we 
are already near. Thus Tra^-qaio. has more dis- 
tinctly its primary sense of 1 freedom of utterance ' 
in prayer. See 1 Jn 3 2,,Si , where the promises of 
the certain fulfilment of prayer given in Jn 14'*- 14 
15' 18 16^ u are concentrated and dwelt upon. The 
still stronger repetition of this assurance in 1 Jn 
5 U - U explains any difficulty that might attach to 
it, by substituting 'according to His will' for 
'in His name.' These two conditions are really 
equivalent. We cannot truly associate ourselves 
with Christ in prayer (in His name) without His 
spirit of entire submission to the Father's will. 



(5) The Apocalypse.— Were the prayer for ven- 
geanca (Rev 6'°) is an echo of Lk 18 1 ' 8 , but it is the 
prayer of the dead (cf. Bar 3 4 ). In Rev 5 8 and 8 3 
the prayers of the saints are offered to God, but 
this is the prayer of the living which ascends from 
the earth. This prayer is mediated, being offered 
in one case by the elders, and in the other having 
incense added to it by angels. For this idea 
(common among the Jews) cf. To 12' x ll . The pas- 
sages in Revelation are clearly symbolical, and do 
not warrant man in addressing angels for such a pur- 
pose. The mistranslation of Vulg. (Job 5') prob- 
ably encouraged the error. For the connexion of 
prayers and incense see above, p. 39 b . Lastly, the 
Apocalypse ends with a prayer from the highest 
level oi Christian faith ana hope befitting the place 
assigned to it at the end of the Canon. It is a 
threefold prayer. It is the prayer of the Spirit, 
which animates all faithful prayer under the" NT 
(22 17 ). It is the prayer of the Bride, i.e. the 
Church (ib.). It is also the prayer of the indi- 
vidual, the writer of the book (22*). All other 
prayer resolves itself at last into prayer for the 
coming of the Lord Jesus, which will accomplish 
all desires. 

Litekatube.— Jerut. Talmud, Berakh ol ft, tr. Schwab ; Origen, 
deOrtUimve LtixUut; the artt. in Herzog on 'Uebet,' 'Ucltec 
bei den Hebraern 1 ; Bp. Monrad, World of Prayer, tr. Banks. 
The standard work* on Biblical Theology, e.g Ochler, Schultz, 
Beyschlag, have very scanty reference* to Prayer. Modern 
works on the efficacy of Prayer are not mentioned, being out- 
side the scope of the present article. E. R. BERNARD. 

PRATER OF MANASSE8. — See Manassf.s 
(Prayer of). 

PREACHER. — See Ecclesiastes. 

PREACHING (Heb. n^np, Jon 3 s , from Ki.g'cry 
out,' ' proclaim ' ; Or. icfipvyna., ' the message pro- 
claimed,' from Ki)oiiffau, 'declare as a herald,' 
' preach ' ; in NT used in marked distinction 
from itSoixfi, 'teaching,' and StSdcicu, ' teach,' and 
always preserving in some degree the idea of the 
root- word *i}pi>£, ' herald '). — Strictly speaking, 
Christian preaching is the proclamation of the 
gospel, which is to be followed by the more elaborate 
but less startling process of teaching. This limita- 
tion is observable in the NT accounts of our Lord's 
ministry where He first appears preaching, i.e. 
proclaiming the advent of the kingdom of Cod {e.g. 
Mt 4"), following on the preaching of John the 
Baptist (e.g. Mt 3 L *), and then proceeds to tench 
the nature and laws of the kingdom [e.g. Mt 5 3 ). 
The word evayytXtfa is frequently used for Chris- 
tian preaching, as the declaration of glad tidings 
(e.g. Lk 3 18 ). But although the NT words rendered 
'preaching' have this limitation of meaning, it 
would be undesirable to confine the consideration 
of the subject of preaching to the cases in which 
they are strictly applicable, that subject, as we now 
understand it, including all instruction in religion 
which takes the form of popular discourse, and 
especially that which is associated with public 
worship. 

i. Jewish Preaching.— Of the two streams of 
religious life and practice that are seen in the 
history of Israel — the priestly and the prophetic — 
preaching attaches itself to the latter. The 
sumptuous pageantry of the sacrifices spoke to the 
eye and taught by dramatic representation. The 
prophet was emphatically the preacher. In the 
earlier periods, indeed, his teaching is usually by 
means of the brief oracle. But the great 8th 
cent, prophets composed and delivered elaborate 
discourses. They were preachers before they were 
writers, falling back on the pen only when the 
living voice was silenced : in the case of Jeremiah, 
for the preservation of the warnings which his 
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contemporaries refused to hear (Jer 30 s ) ; in the 
case of Kzekiel, because the circumstances of the 
Exile compelled the prophet to resort to literary 
channels for making his message known. Still 
even Ezekiel's prophecies may have been originally 
spoken (see Smend, Der Prophet Ezechiel, xxii.). 
On the other hand, Ewald held that Ezekiel wrote 
his oracles instead of speaking them because he 
felt a decay of the prophetic spirit (Prophets of the 
OT, iv. 2, 9). For the most part, at all events, the 
prophecies contained in OT are written discourses 
which had been preached or which were intended 
for preaching. Still there are two important 
differences between this preaching of the prophets 
and what we understand by the term to-day. (1) 
The preaching of the prophets was not a normal 
function of public worehip taking its place in the 
ritual of the sanctuary. It was an utterance 
demanded by special crises, or prompted by a 
special revelation, and spoken in the court or the 
market-place, wherever the prophet could find the 
audience he was urged to address. (2) For the 
most part it dealt with public questions, national 
sins, judgments, and deliverances, rather than 
with individual conduct and need (see W. R. 
Smith, Prophets of Israel, Lect. II.). In Ezekiel, 
on the other hand, more personal preaching 
appears (see Cornill, Der Proplut Ezechiel, pp. 51, 
52). 

For a closer approach to what is commonly 
understood as preaching, we must come to the 
period of the return from the Captivity. The law 
is now the centre of the religion of Israel, and the 
law is now popularized in public teaching. The 
very meaning of the word rendered law (.-rrtn in- 
struction) points in this direction. Accordingly, 
the Divine instruction given through priests or 
prophets at an earlier period is called by the same 
name (Hos 4 8 , Am 2* [see Driver's note]). With 
the rise of the synagogue, preaching becomes a 
recognized function of public worship. The need 
of translating the Ueb. text into the vernacular 
introduced the interpreter, who followed the reader 
sentence by sentence in the case of the law, but 
with a division into longer passages with the 
prophets (Schurer, HJP II. ii. 81 ; Megilla, iv. 4, 
6, 10). The Targum thus originated prepared for 
the more lengthy exposition. While the Halacha 
is didactic and suited to the schools, the Haggada 
contains the legends and allegories which would be 
more acceptable to the popular audience in the 
synagogue service. In the time of Philo the 
popular discourse was the chief part of the service 
(see Schurer, n. ii. 76). There was no one appointed 
preacher. According to Philo, 'some (rtt) priest 
who is present (6 rapwr), or some one of the elders, 
reads the sacred laws to them, and expounds 
(^jryetTat) each of them separately till eventide' 
(Fragm. in Euseb. Praep. Evang. viii. 7). Indeed 
we learn from the same authority that any com- 
petent person (ifaariit nt tup inrttpordruy) could 
take this part of the sen-ice (tie Septentario, 
c. 6, Mang. ii. 282). From the latter passage it 
would seem that the preacher stood up to speak, 
the word ircurrdt being used. But possibly Philo 
is thinking only of his act of rising to present him- 
self before the people and offer his discourse. In 
delivering his sermon the preacher was seated in 
an elevated place (Lk 4*° ; Znnz, Die gottesdienst- 
lichen Vortrage, p. 337 ; Delitzsch, Ein Tag in 
Capernaum, p. 127 f.). 

ii. Christian Preaching.— John the Baptist 
was acknowledged as a prophet, and he revived 
the prophet's mission of preaching to the people 
apart from the normal religious services. His 
work consisted chiefly in preaching and baptizing, 
though with the necessary addition of private con- 
versation with inquirers (Lk 3 1 "-"). The burden 



of his message was the call to repentance, and the 
announcement of the approach of the kingdom of 
God, with a promise of the forgiveness of sins 
(Mt 3 1 , Mk l 4 ). This was the burden of the earlier 
preaching of Jesus (Mk I"-"). This earlier 
preaching of our Lord was carried on in the syna- 
gogues of Galilee (Mk I s ). The incident in the 
Nazareth synagogue of which we have a full 
account, indicates that our Lord's method was to 
found His discourse on the portion of Scripture 
He had previously read (Lk 4' 9L ). This would be 
in accordance with the custom at the Sabbath 
meeting. When He preached in the open air it 
was under freer circumstances. Then, though He 
would frequently appeal to the OT in confirmation 
of His words, and especially in arguing with the 
scribes in the form of an argumentum ad homines, 
He did not adopt the method of the exposition of 
Scripture ; He would start immediately from His 
great tonic ' the kingdom of God,' and expound 
that. The evangelists are careful to point out the 
transition from this public teaching to the private 
training of the inner circle of disciples. His 
method was not the same in the two cases. It 
cannot be said that He had any esoteric doctrine 
which He deliberately withheld from the uniniti- 
ated, although His language on one occasion 
seemed to indicate this (Mk 4 ,KM ), because He 
always invited all capable hearers (e.g. Mk 4*- **). 
The public discourse more often took the form of 
parable ; the private instruction was more direct and 
conversational. But even when delivering a public 
discourse Jesus was always liable to interruption, 
and this would frequently develop into discussion. 
Moreover, the reports of our Lord's discourses 
preserved in the Gospels appear to be abbreviated 
in some cases, or perhaps we have salient points, 
memorable epigrams, etc., selected from His 
discourses rather than full reports of them. 
Sometimes, as in the case of the Sermon on the 
Mount, it may be that we have a number of the 
sayings of Jesus uttered on various occasions col- 
lected and strung together by the reporter (perhaps 
Matthew in his Logia ; see Matthkw). In Lk 
we more often meet with utterances springing out 
of incidents, the event and the saying being both 
given by the third evangelist. For these reasons 
we cannot look to the Gospel accounts of the teach- 
ings of Jesus to furnish us with typical sermons. 
Still those accounts not only contain the teachings 
themselves, they illustrate our Lord's method of 
preaching— (1) His freshness and originality (SiSax^i 
Kcuv-fi, Mk l* 7 ) ; (2) His tone of authority (tin ^ovalaw 
fx«r, Mk l 82 ) ; (3) His winning grace — a point 
characteristically noted by the third evangelist 
(edau/xa^of ixl rots \uyois Trjt x^/*™*. Lk 4**) ; (4) His 
graphic picturesqueness in illustration (Mk 4**). 

The Book of Acts supplies several specimens of 
apostolic preaching. In the earliest instances the 
text and starting-point are found in some event, 
e.g. the ' tongues^ at Pentecost (Ac 2 Uf -), the heal- 
ing of the lame man at the gate of the temple 
(Ac 3 1M -). The OT is appealed to for the confirma- 
tion of what is said (e.p. Ac 2 14 - «• u 7« 8*-'). With 
his marvellous versatility St. Paul employed the 
same method when speaking to pagans at Athens, 
illustrating his words by a citation from classic 
literature (Ac 17 28 ), though personally he attached 
unique importance to the inspiration of the OT, 
and cited this to Jews in the manner of the other 
apostles (e.g. Ac 13 40 - 47 15"). In substance the 
preaching of the apostles to Jews was a declaration 
of the Messiahship of Jesus with the confirmation 
of two arguments— (1) The resurrection; (2) the 
OT predictions. On this followed promises of 
the forgiveness of sins (e.g. Ac 2 s8 3"), and salvation 
through Christ (e.g. 4"). The essential genuine- 
ness of the early speeches in Acts is proved by the 
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fact that they do not contain the Pauline doctrine 
of the Atonement, which was not developed at the 
time in which they are dated (Lechler, Apost. and 
post Apost. Times, i. 286 f.). They refer to the 
death of Christ, charging the Jews with the crime, 
pointing out that it was predicted by the prophets, 
and thererore was foreknown by God and in His 
counsels, and showing that in spite of it the 
resurrection proved Jesus to be Christ. The 
apostolic preaching to the heathen, represented 
especially by St. Paul, exposes the absurdity of 
anthropomorphic polytheism {e.g. Ac 14"), idolatry 
(17"), and sorcery (19") ; declares the spirituality 
and fatherhood of God (17 s "") ; denounces sin, 
and warns of judgment to come through one 
whom God has appointed (17 S1 ) ; offers deliver- 
ance through faith in Jesus Christ (16* 1 ). The 
allusions to the definite preaching of Jesus Christ 
are very brief. But it is evident that there must 
liave been some account of His life, death, and 
resurrection in St. Paul's preaching. Gal 3 1 plainly 
points to this. Similarly, if the second Gospel is 
St. Mark's record of ' the preaching of Peter, it is 

{>lain that that apostle preached the facts of the 
ife of Jesus. 

In the churches of NT times great freedom of 
utterance was allowed. The right to preach 
depended on gifts, not on offices. At Corinth, in 
particular, the gift of prophecy, to which St. Paul 
assigns the first place (1 Co 14 1 ), was found among 
the private members, and was freely exercised in 
the assembly (v. ai ). Nevertheless, the duty of ad- 
monishing the assembly rests especially with the 
leading authorities (e.g. 1 Th 5"). The chief 
functions of the elders or bishops was, not preach- 
ing, bat the administration of practical affairs. 
But ability to teach is recognized, at all events, by 
the time of the Pastoral Epistles as the one neces- 
sary qualification of a bishop (1 Ti 3') which is not 
also shared by the deacon. In course of time it 
was considerea improper for a presbyter to preach 
in the presence of the bishop, universally so in the 
West (Possid. Vit. S. Aug. v.; Cone. Hisp. ii. (a.D. 
619) can. 7), but not universally in the East, only 
in quibusdam ecclcsiis (Jerome, ad Nepot. Epist. 2). 

W. F. Adeney. 

PREDESTINATION. — 

i. The Terms. 

ii. Predestination in OT. 

1. Fundamental OT ideas. 

2. Cosmic&l Predestination in OT. 

S. Soteriological Predestination in OT. 
111. Predestination among the Jews. 
it. Predestination in NT. 

1. The Teaching of Jesus. 

2. The Teaching of the Disciples. 
8. The Teaching of St. Paul. 

v. The Bible Doctrine of Predestination. 
Literature. 

L TrTE Terms.— The words 'predestine,' 'pre- 
destinate,' ' predestination ' seem not to have 
been domiciled in English literary use until 
the later period of Middle English (they are all 
three found in Chaucer : Troylus and Cryseyde, 
966; Orisoune to the Holy Virgin, 69; tr. of 
Boethius, b. 1, pr. 6, 1. 3844 ; the Old English 

Suivalent seems to have been ' forestihtian,' as in 
Ifric's Homilies, ii. 364, 366, in renderings of 
Ro l 4 8*). ' Predestine,' ' predestination ' were 
doubtless taken over from the French, while 4 pre- 
destinate ' probably owes its form directly to the 
Latin original of them all. The noun has never 
had a place in the English Bible, but the verb in 
the form ' predestinate ' occurs in every one of its 
issues from Tindale to AV. Its history in the 
English versions is a somewhat curious one. It 
goes back, of course, ultimately to the Latin 
'prrcdestino ' (a good classical but not pre- August an 
word; while the noun * pradestinatio' seems to 
be of Patristic origin), which was adopted by the 



Vulgate as its regular rendering of the Gr. wpooplfa, 
and occurs, with the sole exception of Ac4*(Vulg. 
decerno), wherever the Latin translators found 
that verb in their text (Ro 1* 8»- *», 1 Co 2*, Eph 
I*- u ). But the Wyclifite versions did not carry 
| predestinate ' over into English in a single 
instance, but rendered in every case by ' before 
ordain' (Ac 4* 'deemed'). It was thus left to 
Tindale to give the word a place in the English 
Bible. This he did, however, in only one passage, 
Eph 1", doubtless under the influence of the 
Vulgate. His ordinary rendering of wpooplfa is 
'ordain before ' (Ro 8» Eph l 8 ; ci. 1 Co 2 7 , where 
the ' before ' is omitted apparently only on account 
of the succeeding preposition into which it may be 
thought, therefore, to coalesce), varied in Ro 8 30 to 
' appoint before ' ; while, reverting to the Greek, 
he has ' determined l>efore ' at Ac 4" JS and, follow- 
ing the better reading, has ' declared ' at Ro 1*. 
The succeeding Eng. versions follow Tindale very 
closely, though the Genevau omits ' before ' in 
Ac 4" and, doubtless in order to assimilate it to 
the neighbouring Eph l u , reads ' did predestinate' 
in Eph I s . The larger use of the word was due 
to the Rhemish version, which naturally reverts to 
the Vulg. and reproduces its praidestino regularly 
in « predestinate' (Ro 1« 8»- * 1 Co 2 7 , Eph l 8 - « ; 
but Ac 4* ' decreed '). Under this influence the 
AV adopted ' predestinate ' as its ordinary render- 
ing of wpooplfa (Ro &*- 30 , Eph I s - "), while con- 
tinuing to follow Tindale at Ac 4™ 'determined 
before/ 1 Co 27 * ordained,' as well as at Ro I* 
' declared,' m. ' Gr. determined.' Thus the word, 
tentatively introduced into a single pansage by 
Tindale, seemed to have intrenched itself as the 
stated English representative of an important 
Greek term. The RV has, however, dismissed 
it altogether from the English Bible and adopted 
in its stead the hybrid compound ' foreordained ' 
(cf. art. Foreknow, Foreordain) as its invariable 
representative of wpooplfu ( Ac 4 W , Ro 8* *\ 1 Co SP, 
Eph l 8 - "),— in this recurring substantially to the 
language of Wyclif and the preferred rendering of 
Tindale. None other than a literary interest, 
however, can attach to the change thus intro- 
duced : ' foreordain ' and * predestinate ' are exact 
synonyms, the choice between which can be deter- 
mined only by taste. The somewhat widespread 
notion that the 17th cent, theology distinguished 
between them, rests on a misapprehension of the 
evidently carefully-adjusted usage of them in the 
Westminster Confession, iii. 3 ft'. This is not, 
however, the result of the attribution to the one 
word of a * stronger ' or to the other of a ' harsher' 
sense than that borne by its fellow, but a 
simple sequence of a current employment of ' pre- 
destination ' as the precise synonym of ' election,' 
and a resultant hesitation to apply a term of such 

Srecious associations to the foreordination to 
eath. Since then the tables have been qnite 
turned, and it is questionable whether in popular 
speech the word ' predestinate ' does not now bear 
an unpleasant suggestion. 

That neither word occurs in the English OT is 
due to the genius of the Hebrew language, which 
does not admit of such compound terms. Their 
place is taken in the OT, therefore, by simple 
words expressive of purposing, determining, 
ordaining, with more or less contextual indication 
of previousness of action. These represent a 
variety of Hebrew words, the most explicit of 
which is perhaps (Ps 139 16 , Is 22" 3T M 46"), by 
the side of which must be placed, however, nr (Is 
14 «.a.« 19 n 19 i7 23», Jer 49» 50«), whose sub- 
stantival derivative nyy (Job 38* 42 s , Jer 23 19 , Pr 
19°, Ps 88" 107", Is 14»- 6 46'°- ", Ps 106'», Is 5" 
19", Jer 49» 50* Mic 4") is doubtless the most 
precise Hob. term for the Divine plan or purpose, 
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although there occurs along with it in much the 
same sense the term n#qe (Is 18" 29" 49* u 50* 65", 
Jer 51» Mic 4 U , Ps 9*), a derivative of zpi) (Gn 
60*. Mic 2», Jer 18" 26* 29" 36* 49 s " 50* 8 , La 2"). 
In the Aramaic portion of Daniel (4 17 - **) the com- 
mon later Hebrew designation of the Divine decree 
(used especially in an evil sense) ."nia occurs : and 
p.i is occasionally used with much the same mean- 
ing (Ps 2 7 , Zenh 2*. Ps 105 ,0 = 1 Ch 16", Job 23"). 
Other words of similar import are bdj (Jer 4'- 18 51 13 , 
Ia 7> 9 , Zee l 8 8"- ") with its substantive rrpiq (Job 
42 s , Jer 23 20 30-" 51") ; TSC (Ps 115» 135", Pr 21', 
Is 55", Jon I", Jg 13", La 2* Is 53") with its 
substantive rw (Is 46'° 44 48 48" 53 w ) ; fyj (Job 14 s , 
Is 10 33 - » 28* Dn 9*- 27 11*) ; wo ( Dn 9") ; Spin ( 1 S 
12", 1 Ch 17*. 2 S 7 a ). To express that special 
act of predestination which we know as ' election,' 
the Hebrews commonly utilized the word ina (of 
Israel, Dt 4" 7 8 - 7 10* 14 3 , Is 41 8 - 8 43 10 - 30 44'- 3 45', 
Jer 33 w ; and of the future, Is 14 1 65 7 - "• 33 ; of 
Jehovah's servant, 42 1 49 7 ; of Jerusalem, Dt 

12". W.S6 14* 15» 16 7.19. 16 17 8. 10 JgB M U J()8 g» 

1 K 8"- « U* «* « I4», 2 K 2P 25- 7 ) with its sub- 
stantive thj (exclusively used of Jehovah's 
•elect,' 2S 21 8 , 1 Ch 16", Ps 89< 1U5 8 •« 106 8 a , 
Is 42 l 43* 45* 65 s - »• a ), and occasionally the word 
yi; in a pregnant sense (Gn 18 1 *, Am 3*, Hos 13", 
cf. Ps I s 31 7 37 w , Is 58 s , Neh l 7 ); while it is 
rather the execution of this previous choice in an 
act of separation that is expressed by V'lan (Lv 20 24 
20*. 1 K 8 M ). 

In the Greek of the NT the precise term wpoopifa 
(Ac 4», 1 Co 2 7 , Ro S»- M , Eph 1«- ») is supple- 
mented by a number of similar compounds, such 
as rpoT&ffau (Ac 17 38 ) ; wporldijiu (Eph 1') with its 
more frequently occurring substantive, wpidtffit 
(Ko 8 M 9", Eph 1" 3", 2Ti l 9 ) ; rpotroi^ioi (Ro 9», 
Eph 2 10 ) and perhaps vpopxixu in a similar sense of 
providential pre-arrangement (He ll w ), with which 
may be compared also xpoiihov (Ac 2 31 , Gal 3 8 ); 
■Kpoyiyvdxricu ( lio 8 s9 1 1*, 1 P 1*) and its substantive 
*p*y»««f (1 I' I 2 . Ac 2») ; »pox«p(fw (Ac 22" 3*) 
and wpoxtipoToviu (Ac 4* 1 ). Something of the same 
idea is, moreover, also occasionally expressed by 
the simple 6/>tfw (Lk 22", Ac 17* *' 2 s8 , He 4 7 , Ac 
10**), or through the medium of terms designating 
the will, wish, or good-pleasure of God, such as 
povXj (Lk 7 50 , Ac 2° 4' 8 13 38 20*, Eph 1", He 6 17 , 
cf. pot\T,na Ro 9>» and po6X of iai He 6 17 , Ja 1» 

2 P3»), $i\rni* (e.g. Eph He 10 7 , cf. Oikipit 
He 2*. «A», c.7. Ro 9 18 - M ), eMoxfo (Lk 2", Eph 

p|, 2 i3 f c £ ,M«r^« Lk 12 s2 , Col 1» Gal l 15 , 
1 Co l 31 ). The standing terms in the NT for God's 
sovereign choice of His people are iKXiyeaOai, in 
which both the compos, and voice are significant 
(Eph 1*. Mk 13 20 , Jn 15»- », 1 Co l*-» Ja 
2 s ; of Israel, Ac 13" ; of Christ, Lk 9 s5 ; of the 
disciples, Lk 6 13 , Jn 6 70 13 18 , Ac I s ; of others, 
Ac I s * 15 7 ), frXcKrfe (Mt [20 18 ] 22" 26 s3 - **■ 31 , 
Mk 13»-*-», Lk 18 7 , Ro 8», Col 3 lJ , 2 Ti 2"», 
Tit 1», IP l 1 [2»], Rev 17" ; of individuals, Ro 
16 ,s , 2Jn , »; of Christ, Lk 23* Jn 13 18 ; of 
angels, 1 Ti 5 3 >), ArXotf (Ac 9 ,s , Ro 9" ll 8 - 7 38 , 

1 Th l 4 , 2 P l 10 ), — words which had been prepared 
for this NT use by their employment in the XXX 
— the two former to translate "ina and Tnj. In 

2 Th 2" alpio/xai is used similarly. 

ii. Predestination in OT.— No survey of the 
terms used to express it, however, can convey an 
adequate sense of the place occupied by the idea 
of predestination in the religious system of the 
Bible. It is not too much to say that it is funda- 
mental to the whole religious consciousness of the 
Biblical writers, and is so involved in all their 
religious conceptions that to eradicate it would 
transform the entire scriptural representation. 
This is as true of the OT as of the NT, as will 
become sufficiently manifest by attending briefly 



to the nature and implications of such formative 
elements in the OT system as its doctrines of God, 
Providence, Faith, and the Kingdom of God. 

1. Fundamental OT ideas implying Predesti- 
nation. — Whencesoever Israel obtained it, it is 
quite certain that Israel entered upon its national 
existence with the most vivid consciousness of an 
almighty personal Creator and Governor of heaven 
and earth. Israel's own account of the clearness 
and the firmness of its apprehension of this mighty 
Author and Ruler of all that is, refers it to His 
own initiative : God chose to make Himself known 
to the fathers. At all events, throughout the 
whole of OT literature, and for every period of 
history recorded in it, the fundamental conception 
of God remains the same, and the two most per- 
sistently emphasized elements in it are just those 
of might and personality : before everything else, 
the God of Israel is the Omnipotent Person. 
Possibly the keen sense of the exaltation and 
illimitable power of God which forms the very 
core of the OT idea of God belongs rather to the 
general Semitic than to the specifically Israelitish 
element in its religion ; certainly it was already 
prominent in the patriarchal God- consciousness, 
as is sufficiently evinced by the names of God 
current from the beginning or the OT revelation, — 
El, Eloah, Elohim, El Shaddai, — and as is illus- 
trated endlessly in the Biblical narrative. But it is 
equally clear that God was never conceived by the 
OT saints as abstract power, but was ever thought 
of concretely as the all-powerful Person, and that, 
moreover, as clothed with all the attributes of 
moral personality, — pre-eminently with holiness, 
as the very summit of His exaltation, but along 
with holiness, also with all the characteristics that 
belong to spiritual personality as it exhibits itself 
familiarly in man. In a word, God is pictured in the 
OT, and that from the beginning, purely after the 

Sttern of human personality,— as an intelligent, 
sling, willing Being, like the man who is created 
in His image in all in which the life of a free 
spirit consists. The anthropomorphisms to which 
this mode of conceiving God led were sometimes 
startling enough, and might have become grossly 
misleading had not the corrective lain ever at hand 
in the accompanying sense of the immeasurable 
exaltation of God, by which He was removed 
above all the weaknesses of humanity. The 
result accordingly was nothing other than a 
peculiarly pure form of Theism. The grosser 
anthropomorphisms were fully understood to be 
figurative, and the residuary conception was that 
of an infinite Spirit, not indeed expressed in 
abstract terms nor from the first fully brought 
out in all its implications, but certainly in all ages 
of the OT development grasped in all its essential 
elements. (Cf. the art. GOD). 

Such a God could not be thought of otherwise 
than as the free determiner of all that comes to 
pass in the world which is the product of His 
creative act ; and the doctrine of Providence 
which is spread over the pages of the OT fully bears 
out this expectation. The almighty Maker of all 
that is is represented equally as the irresistible 
Ruler of all that He has made : Jehovah sits as 
King for ever ( Ps 29 10 ). Even the common language 
of life was affected by this pervasive point of view, 
so that, for example, it is rare to meet with such 
a phrase as 'it rains' (Am 4 7 ), and men by prefer- 
ence s[K>ke of God sending rain (Ps 65 M -, Job 36 s7 
SB**). The vivid sense of dependence on God thus 
witnessed extended throughout every relation of 
life. Accident or chance was excluded. If we 
read here and there of a rr^r? it is not thought of 
as happening apart from God's direction (Ku 2 s , 
1 S 6" 90* Ec 2", cf. 1 K 22 s *. 2 Ch 18 s3 ), and 
accordingly the lot was an accepted means of ob- 
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taurine the decision of God (Jos 7 ie 14 a 18«, 1 S lu 18 , 
Jon I 7 ), and is didactically recognized as under 
His control (Pr 16*). All things without excep- 
tion, indeed, are disposed by Him, and His will 
is the ultimate account of all that occurs. Heaven 
and earth and all that is in them are the in- 
struments through which He works His ends. 
Nature, nations, and the fortunes of the indi- 
vidual alike present in all their changes the tran- 
script of His purpose. The winds are His messen- 
gers, the flaming fire His servant : every natural 
occurrence is His act : prosperity is His gift, and 
if calamity falls upon man it is the Lord that has 
done it (Am 3 8 8 , La Is 47 7 , Ec 7 M , Is 54 1S ). 

It is He that leads the feet of men, wit they 
whither or not ; He that raises up and casts down ; 
opens and hardens the heart ; ami create* the very 
thoughts and intents of the soul. So poignant is 
the sense of His activity in all that occurs, that an 
appearance is sometimes created as if everything 
that comes to pass were so ascribed to His imme- 
diate production as to exclude the real activity of 
second causes. It is a grave mistake, nevertheless, 
to suppose that He is conceived as an unseen 
power, throwing up, in a quasi- Pantheistic sense, 
nil changes on the face of the world and history. 
The virile sense of the free personality of God 
which dominates all the thought of the OT would 
alone have precluded such a conception. Nor is 
there really any lack of recognition of 'second 
causes,' as we call them. They are certainly not 
conceived as independent of God : they are rather 
the mere expression of His stated will. But they 
are from the beginning fully recognized, both in 
nature — with respect to which Jehovah has made 
covenant (Gn 8 M - * Jer 31 38 - " W*- * Ps 148«, cf. Jg 
5* Ps 104», Job as 10 - 83 14 s ), establishing its laws 
(nip.-t Job 28 s3 - * Is 40 1J , Job SB" 1 , Pr 8* Jer 5* 
Ps 104 9 33 7 , Jer 40")— and equally in the higher 
sphere of free spirits, who are ever conceived as 
the true authors of all their acts (hence God's 
proving of man, Gn 22>, Ex 16* 20 20 , Dt 8-- 19 13 3 , 
Jg3 L4 , 2Ch 32*'). There is no question hereof 
the substitution of Jehovah's operation for that of 
the proximate causes of events. There is only the 
liveliest perception of the governing hand of God 
behind the proximate causes, acting through them 
for the working out of His will in every detail. 
Such a conception obviously looks upon the uni- 
verse theologically : an almighty moral Person 
cannot be supposed to govern His universe, thus 
in every detail, either unconsciously or capri- 
ciously. In His government there is necessarily 
implied a plan ; in the all -pervasiveness and per- 
fection of His government is inevitably implied 
an all-inclusive and perfect plan : and this concep- 
tion is not seldom explicitly developed (cf. art. 
Providence). 

It is abundantly clear on the face of it, of course, that this 
whole mode of thought is the natural expression of the deep 
religious consciousness of the OT writers, though surely it is 
not therefore to be set aside as ' merely ' the religious view of 
things, or as having no other rooting save in the imagination 
of religiously-minded men. In any event, however, it is alto- 
gether natural that in the more distinctive sphere of the 
religious life its informing principle of absolute dependence on 
God should be found to repeat itself. This appears particularly 
in the OT doctrine of faith, in which there sounds the keynote 
of OT piety.— for the religion of the OT, so far from being, as 
Hegel, for example, would affirm, the religion of fear, is rather 
by way of eminence the religion of trust. Standing over against 
God, not merely as creatures, but as sinners, the OT saints found 
no ground of hope save in the free initiative of the Divine love. 
At no period of the development of OT religion was it per- 
mitted to be imagined that blessings might be wrung from 
the hands of an unwilling God, or gained in the strength of 
man's own arm. Rather it was ever inculcated that in this 
sphere, too, it is God alone that lifts up and makes rich, lie 
alone that keeps the feet of His holy ones ; while by strength, 
it is affirmed, no man shall prevail ( I 8 2"). * I am not worthy 
of the least of all thy mercies ' is the constant refrain of the 
OT saints (Gn 3210) ; and from the very beginning, iu narrative, 
precept and prophetic declaration alike, it is in trust in the 
VOL. IV.— 4 



unmerited love of Jehovah alone that the heart* of men are 
represented as finding peace. Self-sufficiency is the character- 
istic mark of the wicked, whose doom treads on his heels ; while 
the mark of the righteous is that he lives by his faith (Hab2*). 
In the entire self-commitment to God, humble dependence on 
Him for all blessings, which is the very core of OT religion, no 
element is more central than the profound conviction embodied 
in it of the free sovereignty of God, the God of the spirits of 
all flesh, in the distribution of His mercies. The whole training 
of Israel was directed to impressing upon it the great lesson 
enunciated to Zerubbabel, ' Not by might, nor by power, hut 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts' (Zee 4«>-that all that 
comes to man in the spiritual sphere, too, is the free gift of 
Jehovah (cf. art. Faith). 

Nowhere is this lesson more persistently emphasised than 
in the history of the establishment and development of the 
kingdom of God, which may well be called the cardinal theme 
of the OT. For the kingdom of God is consistently repre- 
sented, not as the product of man's efforts in seeking after 
God, but as the gracious creation of God Himself. It* inception 
and development are the crowning manifestation of the free 
grace of the Living God working in history in pursuance 
of His loving purpose to recover fallen man to Himself. To 
this end He preserves the race in existence after its sin, saves 
a seed from the destruction of the Flood, separates to Him- 
self a family in Abraham, sifts it in Isaac and Jacob, nurses and 
trains it through the weakness of its infancy, and gradually 
moulds it to be the vehicle of His revelation of redemption, 
and the channel of Messianic blessings to the world. At every 
step it is God, and God alone, to whom is ascribed the initiative ; 
and the most extreme core is taken to preserve the recipient* of 
the blessings consequent on His choice from fancying that these 
blessings come as their due, or as reward for aught done by 
themselves, or to be found in themselves. They were rather in 
every respect emphatically not a people of their own making, 
but a people that God had formed that they might set forth His 

S raise (Is 43»). The strongest language, the most astonishing 
gures, were employed to emphasize the pure sovereignty of 
the Divine action at every stage. It was not because Israel 
was numerous, or strong, or righteous, that He chose it, but 
only because it pleased Him to make of it a people for Himself. 
He was as the potter, it as the clay which the potter moulds 
as he will ; it was but as the helpless babe in its blood cast out 
to die, abhorred of man, which Jehovah strangely gathers to 
His bosom in unmerited love (Gn 12J- », Dt 7<« 9« 10 19 - ia , 
1 S 12», Is 41*- » 43» 48*-", Jer 18>t 318, Hos 2*>, Hal 12-3). 
There was no element in the religious consciousness of Israel 
more poignantly realized, as there was no element in the in- 
struction they hod received more insisted on, than that they 
owed their separation from the peoples of the earth to be the 
Lord's inheritance, and all the blessings they had as such 
received from Jehovah, not to any claim upon Him which they 
could urge, but to His own gracious love faithfully persisted 
in in spite of every conceivable obstacle (cf. art. Kingdom op 
God). 

In one word, the sovereignty of the Divine will as the prin- 
ciple of all that comes to pass, is a primary postulate of the 
whole religious life, as well as of the entire world-view of the 
OT. It is implicated in its very idea of God, its whole concep- 
tion of the relation of God to the world and to the changes 
which take place, whether in nature or history, among the 
nations or in the life-fortunes of the individual r and also in 
its entire scheme of ri-ligion, whether national or personal. It 
lies at the basis of all the religious emotions, and lays the 
foundation of the specific type of religious character built up in 
IsraeL 

2. Cosmical Predestination in OT. — The specific 
teaching of OT as to predestination naturally re- 
volves around the two foci of that- idea which 
may be designated general and special, or, more 
properly, cosmical and soteriological predestina- 
tion ; or, in other words, around the doctrines of 
the Divine Decree and the Divine Election. The 
former, as was to be expected, is comparatively 
seldom adverted to — for the OT is fundamentally 
a soteriological book, a revelation of the trrace of 
God to sinners ; and it is only at a somewhat late 
period that it is made the subject of speculative 
discussion. But as it is implied in the prim- 
ordial idea of God as an Almighty Person, it is 
postulated from the beginning and continually 
finds more or less clear expression. Throughout 
the OT, behind the processes of nature, the march 
of history and the fortunes of each individual life 
alike, there is steadily kept in view the governing 
hand of God working out His preconceived plan — 
a plan broad enough to embrace the whole universe 
of things, minute enough to concern itself with the 
smallest details, and actualizing itself with in- 
evitable certainty in every event that comes to 
pass. 

Naturally, there is in the narrative portions but 
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little formal enunciation of this pervasive and all- 
controlling Divine teleology. But despite occasional 
anthropomorphisms of rather startling character 
(as, e.g., that which ascribes 'repentance' to God, 
Gn 6 8 , Jl 2'», Jon 4 a , Jer 18 8 - 10 28* u ), or rather, let 
us say, just because of the strictly anthropomorphic 
mould in which the OT conception of God is ran, 
according to which He is ever thought of as a 
personal spirit, acting with purpose like other 
personal spirits, but with a wisdom and in a 
sovereignty unlike that of others because infinitely 

Krfect, these narrative portions of the OT also 
ar continual witness to the universal OT tele- 
ology. There is no explicit statement in the 
narrative of the creation, for example, that the 
mighty Maker of the world was in this process 
operating on a preconceived plan ; but the teleology 
or creation lies latent in the orderly sequence of its 
parts, culminating in man for whose advent all 
that precedes n obviously a preparation, and is all 
but expressed in the Divine satisfaction at each of 
its stages, as a manifestation of Mis perfections 
(cf. Ps 104"). Similarly, the whole narrative of the 
Bk. of Genesis is so ordered— in the succession of 
creation, fall, promise, and the several steps in the 
inauguration of the kingdom of God — as to throw 
into a very clear light the teleology of the whole 
world-history, here written from the Divine stand- 
point and made to centre around the developing 
Kingdom. In the detailed accounts of the lives of 
the patriarchs, in like manner, behind the external 
occurrences recorded there always lies a Divine 
ordering which provides the real plot of the story 
in its advance to the predetermined issue. It was 
not accident, for example, that brought Kebecca to 
the well to welcome Abraham's servant (Gn 24), or 
that sent Joseph into Egypt (Gn 45" 50*° ; 1 God 
meant [ae>n] it for good'), or guided Pharaoh's 
daughter to the ark among the flags (Ex 2), or 
that, later, directed the millstone that crushed 
Abimelech's head (Jg 9 s3 ), or winged the arrow 
shot at a venture to smite the king in the joints of 
the harness (1 K 22 s4 ). Everj* historical event is 
rather treated as an item in the orderly carrying 
out of an underlying Divine purpose; and the 
historian is continually aware of the presence in 
history of Him who gives even to the lightning a 
charge to strike the mark (Job 36P 3 ). 

In the Psalmists and Prophets there emerges into 
view a more abstract statement of the government 
of all things according to the good pleasure of God 
(Ps 33", Jer 10" 51 1S ). All that He wills He does 
(Ps 115 s 135"), and all that comes to pass has pre- 
existed in His purpose from the indefinite past of 
eternity ('long ago 'Is 22", 'of ancient times' Is 
37 w = 1 K 19 28 ), and it is only because it so pre- 
existed in purpose that it now comes to pass (Is 
14 m. m 46 n ^ j 0D 4 2» Jer 23 20 , Jon 1", Is 40'°). 
Every day has its ordained events (Job 14 6 , Ps 
139' 8 ). The plan of God is universal in its reach, 
and orders all that takes place in the interests of 
Israel— the OT counterpart to the NT declaration 
that all tilings work together for good to those 
that love God. Nor is it merely for the national 

BhxI of Israel that God's plan has made provision ; 
e exercises a special care over every one of His 
people (Job 5 ,M -, Ps 91. 121. 65 3 37. 27 1 *" 139 18 , Jon 
3 8 , Is 4 s , Dn 12 1 ). Isaiah especially is never weary 
of emphasizing the universal teleology of the Divine 
operations and the surety of the realization of His 
eternal purpose, despite the opposition of every foe 
(14"-" 31 s 40 13 58 8 U )— whence he has justly earned 
the name of the prophet of the Divine sovereignty, 
and has been spoken of as the Paul, the Augustine, 
the Calvin of the OT. 

It is, however, especially in connexion with the 
OT doctrine of the Wisdom (TO;n) of God, the chief 
depository of which is the so-called Ifokhmah litera- 



ture, that the idea of the all-inclusive Divine pur- 
pose (nyy and rrtatftjc) in which lies predetermined 
the whole course of event* — including every par- 
ticular in the life of the world (Am 3 r ) and in the 
life of every individual as well (Ps 139"; 18 , Jg l 8 )— 
is speculatively wrought out. According to this 
developed conception, God, acting under the guid- 
ance of all His ethical perfections, has, by virtue 
of His eternal wisdom, which He ' possessed in the 
beginning of his way ' (Pr 8 M ), framed ' from ever- 
lasting, from the beginning,' an all-inclusive plan 
embracing all that is to come to pass ; in accordance 
with which plan He now governs His universe, 
down to the least particular, so as to .subserve His 
perfect and unchanging purpose. Everything that 
God has brought into Deing, therefore, He has 
mode for its specific end (Pr 16*, cf. 3"»-", Job 28* 
38. 41, Is 40 1 *-, Jer 10 1 - ") ; and He so governs it 
that it shall attain its end, — no chance can escape 
(Pr 16**), no might or subtlety defeat His direction 
(Pr 21»" 19" 16», cf. Is 14" ", Jer 10°), which 
leads straight to the goal appointed by God from 
the beginning and kept steadily in view by Him, 
but often hidden from the actors themselves (Pr 
20; 4 , cf. 3 8 16 19 19", Job 38* 42 s , Jer 10 28 ), who 
naturally in their weakness cannot comprehend the 
sweep of the Divine plan or understand the place 
within it of the details brought to their observation 
— a fact in which the OT sages constantly find their 
theodicy. No different doctrine is enunciated here 
from that which meets us in the Prophets and 
Psalmists, — only it is approached from a philo- 
sophical-religious rather than from a national - 
religious view-point. To prophet and sage alike 
the entire world — inanimate, animate, moral — is 
embraced in a unitary teleological world -order (Pa 
19» 33 s 104" 148 8 , Job 9* 12" 37) ; and to both alike 
the central place in this comprehensive world-order 
is taken by God's redemptive purpose, of which 
Israel is at once the object and the instrument, 
while the savour of its saltness is the piety of the 
individual saint. The classical term tor this all- 
inclusive Divine purpose (nyy) is accordingly found 
in the usage alike of prophet, psalmist, and sage, — 
now used absolutely of the universal plan on which 
the whole world is ordered (Job 38 s 42 s , cf. Delitzsch 
and Budde, in loc. ), now, with the addition of ' of 
Jehovah,' of the all-comprehending purpose, em- 
bracing all human actions (Pr 19" and parallels ; 
cf. Toy, in loc), now with explicit mention of Israel 
as the centre around which its provisions revolve 
(Ps 33" 107", cf. Delitzsch, in loc. ; Is 14» 25 l 
46 10 - n ), and anon with more immediate concern with 
some of the details (Ps 106", Is 5"> 19", Jer 49» 
50« Mic 4"). 

There see ma no reason why a Platonizing colouring should be 
given to this simple attributing to the eternal God of an eternal 
plan in which is predetermined every event that comes to pass. 
This used to be done, e.g., by Delitzsch (see, e.g., on Job 
282^28, Ig 22" ; Biblical Ptychology, I. ii.), who was wont to 
attribute to the Biblical writers, especially of the Ifokhmah and 
the latter portion of Isaiah, a doctrine of the pre -existence of all 
things in an ideal world, conceived as standing eternally before 
Qod at least as a pattern if not even as a quasi-objective mould 
imposing their forms on all His creatures, which smacked more 
of the Greek Academics than of the Hebrew sages. As a matter 
of course, the Divine mind was conceived by the Hebrew sages 
as eternally contemplating ail possibilities, and we should not do 
them injustice in supposing them to think of its ' ideas ' as the 
cava exemplari* of all that occurs, and of the Divine intellect 
as the principium dirigeiu of every Divine operation. But it is 
more to the point to note that the conceptions of the OT writers 
in regard to the Divine decree run rather into the moulds of 
'purpose' than of 'ideas,' and that the roots of their teaching 
are planted not in an abstract idea of the Godhead, but in the 
purity of their concrete theism. It is because they think of God 
as a person, like other persons purposeful in His acts, but unlike 
other persons all-wise in His planning and all-powerful in His 
performing, that they think of Him as predetermining all that 
shall come to pass in the universe, which is in all its elements 
the product of His free activity, and which must in it* form and 
all its historv, down to the least detail, correspond with His 
purpose in making it. It is easy, on the other hand, to attribute 
too little ' philosophy ' to the Biblical writers. The conception 
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of God in His relation to the world which they develop is 
beyond question anthropomorphic ; but it i» no unreflecting 
anthropomorphism that they give us. Apart from all question 
of revelation, they were not children prattling on subjects on 
which they had expended no thought ; and the world-view they 
commend to us certainly does not lack in profundity. The 
subtleties of language of a developed scholasticism were foreign 
to their purposes and modes of composition, but they tell us as 
clearly as, say, Spanheim himself (Decad. Theol, vL | 6), that 
they are dealing with a purposing mind exalted so far above 
ours that we can follow its movements only with halting steps, 
—whose thoughts are not as our thoughts, and whose ways are 
not as our ways (Is 65« ; cf. 40^ *> Job 11"-, Ps 92» 139'«- 
147*. Ec 3H). Least of all in such a theme as this were they 
liable to forget that infinite exaltation of God which constituted 
the basis on which their whole conception of God rested. 

Nor may they be thought to have been indifferent to the 
relations of the high doctrine of the Divine purpose they were 
teaching. There is no scholastic determination here either; 
bat certainly they write without embarrassment as men who 
have attained a Arm grasp upon their fundamental thought and 
have pursued it with clearness of thinking, no less in its 
relations than in itself ; nor need we go astray in apprehending 
the outlines of their construction. It Is quite plain, for example, 
that they felt no confusion with respect to the relation of the 
Divine purpose to the Divine foreknowledge. The notion that 
the almighty and all-wise God, by whom all things were created, 
and through whose irresistible control all that occurs ■fulfils the 
appointment of His primal plan, could govern Himself according 
to a foreknowledge of things which— perhaps apart from His 
original purpose or present guidance — might haply come to 
pass, would have been quite contradictory to their most 
fundamental conception of God as the almighty and all-sovereign 
Ruler of the universe, and, indeed, also of the whole OT idea of 
the Divine foreknowledge itself, which is ever thought of in its 
due relation of dependence on the Divine purpose. According 
to the OT conception, God foreknows only because He has pre- 
determined, and it is therefore also that He brings it to pass ; 
His foreknowledge, in other words, is at bottom a knowledge of 
His own will, and His works of providence are merely the 
execution of His all-embracing plan. This is the truth that 
underlies the somewhat incongruous form of statement of late 
becoming rather frequent, to the effect that God's foreknow- 
ledge is conceived in the OT as 'productive.' Dillraann, for 
example, says (AT Theologie, p. 251): ' His foreknowledge of 
the future is a productive one ; of an otiose foreknowledge or of a 
praveimtia media . . . there is no suggestion.' In the thought 
of the OT writers, however, it is not God's foreknowledge that 

Ciuces the events of the future ; it is His irresistible provi- 
tial government of the world He has created for Himself : 
and His foreknowledge of what is yet to be rests on His pre- 
arranged plan of government. His ' productive foreknowledge ' 
is but a transcript of His will, which has already determined 
not only the general plan of the world, but every particular that 
enters into the whole course of its development (Am 37, Job 
2S08-37), and every detail in the life of every individual that 
comes into being (Jer 1», Ps 1391*-", Job 28« i«). 

That the acts of free agents are included in this ■ productive 
foreknowledge,' or rather in this all-inclusive plan of the life 
of the universe, created for the OT writers apparently not the 
least embarrassment. This is not because they did not believe 
man to be free,— throughout the whole OT there is never the 
least doubt expressed of the freedom or moral responsibility 
of man,— but because they did believe God to be free, whether 
in His works of creation or of providence, and could not believe 
He was hampered or limited in the attainment of His ends 
by the creatures of His own hands. How God governs the 
acta of free agents in the pursuance of His plan there is little 
in the OT to inform us ; hut that He governs them in even 
their most intimate thoughts and feelings and impulses is 
its unvarying assumption : He is not only the creator of the 
hearts of men in the first instance, and knows them altogether, 
but He fashions the hearts of all in all the changing circum- 
stances of life (Ps 33") ; forms the spirit of man within him in 
all its motions (Zee 12») ; keeps the hearts of men in His hands, 
turning them whithersoever He will (Pr 21 1) ; so that it is even 
said that man knows what is in his own mind only as the Lord 
reveals it to him (Am 413). The discussion of anv antinomy 
that may be thought to arise from such a iolnt assertion of 
the absolute rule of God in the sphere of the spirit and the 
freedom of the creaturely will, falls obviously under the topic 
of Providential Government rather than under that of the 
Decree (see Providbscb) : it requires to be adverted to here 
only that we may clearly note the fact that the OT teachers, 
as they did not hesitate to affirm the absolute sway of God 
over the thoughts and intents of the human heart, could feel 
no embarrassment in the inclusion of the acts of free agents 
within the all-embracing plan of God, the outworking of which 
His providential government supplies. 

Nor does the moral quality of these acts present any apparent 
difficulty to the OT construction. We are never permitted to 
imagine, to be sure, that God is the author of sin, either in the 
world at large or in any individual soul— that He is in any way 
implicated in the sinfulness of the acts performed by the 
perverse misuse of creaturely freedom. In all God's working 
He shows Himself pre-eminently the Holy One. and prosecutes 
His holy will. His righteous way. His all-wise plan : the blame 
for all sinful deeds rests exclusively on the creaturelv actors 
(Ex JB7 10»«), who recognize their own guilt (2 S 24>o' 17) and 
receive its punishment (Ec 1 1» compared with 1 1»). But neither 
is God's relation to the sinful acts of His creatures ever repre- 



sented as purely passive : the details of the doctrine of concurtui 
were left, no doubt, to later ages speculatively to work out, but 
its assumption underlies the entire OT representation of the 
Divine modes of working. That anything— good or evil- 
occurs in God's universe finds its account, according to the OT 
conception, in His positive ordering and active concurrence ; 
while the moral quality of the deed, considered in itself, is 
rooted in the moral character of the subordinate agent, acting 
in the circumstances and under the motives operative in each 
instance. It is certainly going beyond the OT warrant to speak 
of the 'all-productivity of God,' as if He were the only efficient 
cause in nature and the sphere of the free spirit alike; it is 
the very delirium of misconception to say that in the OT God 
and Satan are insufficiently discriminated, and deeds appropriate 
to the latter are assigned to the former. Nevertheless, it remains 
true that even the evil acts of the creature are so far carried 
back to God that they too aire affirmed to be included in His 
all-embracing decree, and to be brought about, bounded and 
utilized in His providential government. It is He that hardens 
the heart of the sinner that persists in his sin (Ex 4» 7* 101- " 
14* 14«. Dt2», Jos 11», Is 69ft 6317); it is from Him that the 
evil spirits proceed that trouble sinners (1 8 16", Jg 9**, 1 K 22, 
Job 1) ; it is of Him that the evil impulses that rise in sinners' 
hearts take this or that specific form (2 S 16» 24>, 1 K W-). 
The philosophy that lies behind such representations, however, 
is not the pantheism which looks upon God as the immediate 
cause of all that comes to pass ; much less the pandaimonlsm 
which admit* no distinction between good and evil ; there is 
not even involved a conception of God entangled in an un- 
developed ethical discrimination. It is the philosophy that is 
expressed in Is 47* ' I am the Lord, and there is none else ; 
beside me there is no God. ... I am the Loan, and there is 
none else. I form the light and create darkness ; I make peace 
and create evil ; I am the Lord that docth all these things 1 ; 
it is the philosophy that is expressed in Pr 16* 'The Lord 
hath made everything for its own end, yea, even the wicked 
for the day of evil." Because, over against all dualistic con- 
ceptions, there is but one God, and He is indeed God ; and 
because, over against all cosmotheistic conceptions, this God is 
a Person who acts purposefully ; there is nothing that is, and 
nothing that comes to pass, that He has not first decreed and 
then brought to pass by His creation or providence. Thus all 
things find their unity in His eternal plan ; and not their unity 
merely, but their Justification as well ; even the evil, though 
retaining its quality as evil and hateful to the holy God, and 
certain to be dealt with as hateful, yet does not occur apart 
from His provision or against His will, but appears in the 
world which He has made only as the instrument by means of 
which He works the higher good. 

This sublime philosophy of the decree is immanent in every 
page of the OT. Its metaphysics never come to explicit dis- 
cussion, to be sure ; but its elements are in a practical way 
postulated consistently throughout. The ultimate end in view 
in the Divine plan is ever represented as found in God alone : 
all that He has made He has made for Himself, to set forth 
His praise; the heavens themselves with all their splendid 
furniture exist but to illustrate His glory ; the earth and all 
that is in it, and all that happens in it, to declare His majesty ; 
the whole course of history is but the theatre of His self-mani- 
festation, and the events of every individual life indicate His 
nature and perfections. Men may be unable to understand 
the place which the Incidents, as they unroll themselves before 
their eyes, take in the developing plot of the great drama : 
they may, nay, must, therefore stand astonished and con- 
founded before this or that which l>efalls them or befalls the 
world. Hence arise to them problems— the problem of the 
petty, the problem of the inexplicable, the problem of suffering, 
the problem of sin (e.g. Ec ll e ). But, in the infinite wisdom of 
the Lord of all the earth, each event falls with exact precision 
into its proper place in the unfolding of His eternal plan ; 
nothing, however small, however strange, occurs without His 
ordering, or without its peculiar fitness for its place in the 
working out of His purpose ; and the end of all shall be the 
manifestation of His glory, and the accumulation of His praise. 
This is the OT philosophy of the universe— a world-view which 
attains concrete unity in an absolute Divine teleology, in the 
compactness of an eternal decree, or purpose, or plan, of whicb 
all that comes to pass is the development in time. 

3. Soteriologiml Predestination in OT. — Special 
or Soteriological Predestination finds a natural 
place in the OT system as but a particular in- 
stance of the more general fact, and may be 
looked upon as only the general OT doctrine of 
predestination applied to the specific case of the 
salvation of sinners. But as the OT is a dis- 
tinctively religious book, or, more precisely, a dis- 
tinctively soteriological t>ook, that is to say, a 
record of the gracious dealings and purposes of 
God with sinners, soteriological predestination 
naturally takes a more prominent place in it than 
the general doctrine itself, of which it is a par- 
ticular application. Indeed, God's saving work is 
thrown out into such prominence, the OT is so 
specially a record of the establishment of the 
kingdom of God in the world, that we easily get 
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the impression in reading it that the core of God's 
general decree is His decree of salvation, and that 
His whole plan for the government of the universe 
is subordinated to His purpose to recover sinful 
man to Himself. Of course there is some slight 
illusion of perspective here, the materials for cor- 
recting which the OT itself provides, not only in 
more or less specific declarations of the relative 
unimportance of what befalls man, whether the 
individual, or Israel, or the race at large, in com- 
parison with the attainment of the Divine end ; 
and of the wonder of the Divine grace concerning 
itself with the fortunes of man at all (Job 22 s '- 
35 8 '* 38, Ps 8 4 ) : but alao in the general disposition 
of the entire record, which places the complete 
history of sinful man, including alike his fall into 
sin and all the provisions for his recovery, within 
the larger history of the creative work or God, as 
but one incident in the greater . whole, governed, 
of course, like all its other parts, by its general 
teleology. Relatively to the OT record, never- 
theless, as indeed to the Biblical record as a whole, 
which is concerned directly only with God's deal- 
ings with humanity, and that, especially, a sinful 
humanity (Gn 9 6 5 8-", Lv 18 34 , Dt 9\ IK 8", 
Ps 14 1 5*1 5 130 3 143 a , Pr 20", Ec 7 20 , Is \\ Hos 4 1 , 
Job 15 14 25 4 14 4 ), soteriological predestination is 
the prime matter of importance ; and the doctrine 
of election is accordingly thrown into relief, and 
the general doctrine of the decree more incident- 
ally adverted to. It would be impossible, however, 
that the doctrine of election taught in the OT 
should follow other lines than those laid down in 
the general doctrine of the decree, — or, in other 
words, that God should be conceived as working 
in the sphere of grace in a manner that would be 
out of accord with the fundamental conception 
entertained by these writers of the nature of God 
and His relations to the universe. 

Accordingly, there is nothing concerning the 
Divine election more sharply or more steadily 
emphasized than its graciousness, in the highest 
sense of that word, or, in other terms, its absolute 
sovereignty. This is plainly enough exhibited 
even in the course of the patriarchal history, 
and that from the beginning. In the very hour of 
man's first sin, God intervenes sua spontc with a 
gratuitous promise of deliverance ; and at every 
stage afterwards the sovereign initiation of the 
grace of God — the Lord of the whole earth (Ex 
19 s ) — is strongly marked, as God's universal counsel 
of salvation is more and more unfolded through 
the separation and training of a people for Him- 
self, in whom the whole world should be blessed 
(Gn 12 s IS 18 22' 8 26* 28") : for from the beginning 
it is plainly indicated that the whole history of 
the world is ordered with reference to the estab- 
lishment of the kingdom of God (Dt 32 s , where 
the reference seems to be to Gn 11). Already in 
the opi>osing lines of Seth and Cain (On 4- 8 - 28 ) a 
discrimination is made ; Noah is selected as the 
head of a new race, and among his sons the 
preference is given to Shem (Gn 9 M ), from whose 
line Abraham is taken. Every fancy that Abra- 
ham owed his calling to his own desert is carefully 
excluded,— he was 'known' of God only that in 
him God might establish His kingdom (Gn 18 19 ) ; 
and the very acme of sovereignty is exhibited 
(as St. Paul points out) in the subsequent choice 
of Isaac and Jacob, and exclusion of Ishmael and 
Esau ; while the whole Divine dealing with the 
patriarchs— their separation from their kindred, 
removal into a strange land, and the like — is 
evidently understood as intended to cast them 
back on the grace of God alone. Similarly, the 
covenant made with Israel (Ex 19-24) is constantly 
assigned to the sole initiative of Divine grace, and 
the fact of election is therefore appropriately set 



at the head ot the Decalogue (Ex 20 2 ; cf. 34«- 7 ) ; 
and Israel is repeatedly warned that there was 
nothing in it which moved or could move God to 
favour it (e.g. Dt 4" V 8 1J 9* 10" Ezk 16 1 , Am 9 7 ). 
It has already been pointed out by what energetic 
figures this fundamental lesson was impressed on 
the Israelitish consciousness, and it is only true 
to say that no means are left unused to drive 
home the fact that God's gracious election of 
Israel is an absolutely sovereign one, founded 
solely in His unmerited love, and locking to nothing 
ultimately but the gratification of His own holy 
and loving impulses, and the manifestation of His 
grace through the formation of a heritage for 
Himself out of the mass of sinful men, by means of 
whom His saving mercy should advance to the 
whole world (Ps 8 7 , Is 40. 42. 60, Mic 4\ Am 4 U 
5 8 , Jer 31 s7 , Ezk 17* 36" Jl 2"). The simple terms 
that are employed to express this Divine selection 
— 'know' (yr), 'choose' (inp)— are either used in 
a pregnant sense, or acquire a pregnant sense by 
their use in this connexion. The deeper meaning 
of the former term is apparently not specifically 
Hebrew, but more widely Semitic (it occurs also in 
Assyrian ; see the Dictionaries of Delitzsch and 
Muss-Arnolt sub voc., and especially Haupt in 
Beit rage zur Assyriologie, i. 14, 15), and it can 
create no surprise, therefore, when it meets us 
in such passages as Gn 18 19 (cf. Ps 37 18 and also 
I s 31* ; cf. Baethgen and Delitzsch in loc.), Hos 13 s 
(cf. Wiinsehe in loc.) in something of the sense 
expressed by the scholastic phrase, nosse cum 
ajfectu et effectu ; while in the great declaration 
of Am 3 s (cf. Baur and Gunning in loc.), 'You 
only have I known away from all the peoples of 
the earth,' what is thrown prominently forward 
is clearly the elective love which has singled Israel 
out for special care. More commonly, however, 
it is nna that is employed to express God's sovereign 
election of Israel : the classical passage is, of 
course, Dt 7 8-7 (see Driver in lac., as also, of the 
love underlying the ' choice,' at 4 s7 7 8 ), where it is 
carefully explained that it is in contrast with the 
treatment accorded to all the other peoples of the 
earth that Israel has been honoured with the 
Divine choice, and that the choice rests solely on 
the unmerited love of God, and finds no foundation 
in Israel itself. These declarations are elsewhere 
constantly enforced (e.g. 4 s7 10" 14 2 ), with the 
effect of throwing the strongest possible emphasis 
on the complete sovereignty of God's choice of His 
people, who owe their ' separation ' unto Jehovah 
(Lv 20 44 - S8 , 1 K 8 s3 ) wholly to the wonderful love 
of God, in which He has from the beginning taken 
knowledge of and chosen them. 

It is useless to seek to escape the profound meaning of this 
fundamental OT teaching by recalling the undeveloped state 
of the doctrine of a future life in Israel, and the national 
scope of its election, — as if the sovereign choice which is so 
insisted on could thus be confined to the choice of a people 
as a whole to certain purely earthly blessings, without any 
reference whatever to the eternal destiny of the individuals 
concerned. We are here treading very close to the abyes 
of confusing progress in the delivery of doctrine with the 
reality of God s saving activities. The cardinal question, after 
all, does not concern the extent of the knowledge possessed 
by the OT saints of the nature of the blessedness that belongs 
to the people of Ood ; nor yet the relation borne by the 
election within the election, by the real Israel forming the 
heart of the Israel after the flesh, to the external Israel : it 
concerns the existence of a real kingilom of Ood in the OT 
dispensation, and the methods by which God introduced man 
into it. It is true enough that the theocracy was an earthly 
kingdom, and that a prominent place was given to the promises 
of the life that now is in the blessings assured to Israel ; and it 
is in this engrossment with earthly happiness and the close 
connexion of the friendship of God with the enjoyment of 
worldly goods that the undeveloped state of the OT doctrine 
of salvation is especially apparent. But it should not be for- 
gotten that the promise of earthly gain to the people of God 
is not entirely alien to the NT idea of salvation (Mt 6", 1 Ti 
4*), and that it is in no sense true that in the OT teaching, 
in any of its stages, the blessings of the kingdom were summed 
up in worldly happiness. The covenant blessing is rather 
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declared to be life, inclusive of all that that comprehensive 
word U fitted to convey (Dt 30i» ; cf. 4» S», Pr 12» 8») ; and 
it tound its best expression in the high conception of 'the 
favour of God' (Lv 28", Ps 4* lC*-» 63«); while it concerned 
iteelf with earthly prosperity only as and so far as that is 
a pledge of the Divine favour. It is no false testimony to 
the OT saints when they are described as looking for the 
city that has the foundations and as enduring as seeing the 
Invisible One: if their hearts were not absorbed in the con- 
templation of the eternal future, they were absorbed in the 
contemplation of the Eternal Lord, which certainly is some- 
thing even better; and the representation that tney found 
their supreme blessedness in outward things runs so grossly 
athwart their own testimony that it fairly deserves Calvin s 
terrible invective, that thus the Israelitish people are thought 
of not otherwise than as a ' sort of herd of swine which (so, 
forsooth, it is pretended) the Lord was fattening in the pen 
of this world' (Imt. II. x. 1). And, on the other hand, though 
Israel as a nation constituted the chosen people of God (1 Ch 
16'3, Ps SO* 105«- 1* 106»), yet we must not lose from sight the fact 
that the nation as such was rather the symbolical than the real 
people of God, and was His people at all, indeed, only so far 
as it was, ideally or actually, identified with the inner body of 
the really 'chosen' — that people whom Jehovah formed for 
Himself that they might set forth His praise (Is 48»66»»-» »), 
and who constituted the real people of His choice, the ' remnant 
of Jacob ' (Is 6", Am 9H-W, Mai 3»0 ; cf. 1 K lO™, Is (*»«- W). Nor 
are we left in doubt as to how this inner core of actual people 
of God was constituted ; we see the process in the call of 
Abraham, and the discrimination between Isaac and Ishmael, 
between Jacob and Esau, and it is no false testimony that 
it was ever a 'remnant according to the election of grace' 
that God preserved to Himself as the salt of His people Israel. 
In every aspect of it alike, it is the sovereignty of the Divine 
choice that is emphasized, — whether the reference be to the 
segregation of Israel as a nation to enjoy the earthly favour of 
God as a symbol of the true entrance into rest, or the choice 
of a remnant out of Israel to enter into that real communion 
with Him which was the Joy of His saints,— of Enoch who 
walked with God (Gn 5 M ), of Abraham who found in Him his 
exceeding great reward (Gn IS 1 ), or of David who saw no good 
beyond Him, and sought in Him alone his inheritance and 
his cup. Later times may have enjoyed fuller knowledge of 
what the grace of God had in store for His saints — whether 
in this world or that which is to come ; later times may have 
possessed a clearer apprehension of the distinction between 
the children of the flesh and the children of the promise : but 
no later teaching has a stronger emphasis for the central fact 
that it is of the free grace of God alone that any enter in any 
decree into the participation of His favour. The kingdom of 
God, according to the OT, in every circle of its meaning, is 
above and before nil else a stone cut out o! the mountain 
' without hands ' (Dn &*■ **■ *">). 

in. Predestination among the Jews.— The 
profound religious conception of the relation of 
God to the works of His hands that pervades the 
whole OT was too deeply engraved on the Jewish 
consciousness to be easily erased, even after 
growing legalism had measurably corroded the 
religion of the people. As, however, the idea of 
law more and more absorbed the whole sphere 
of religions thought, and piety came to be con- 
ceived more and more as right conduct before 
God instead of living communion with God, men 
grew naturally to think of God more and more 
as abstract nnapproachableness, and to think of 
themselves more and more as their own saviours. 
The post-canonical Jewish writings, while retain- 
ing fervent expressions of dependence on God as 
the Lord of all, by whose wise counsel all things 
exist and work out their ends, and over against 
whom the whole world, with every creature in it, 
is but the instrument of His will of good to Israel, 
nevertheless threw an entirely new emphasis on 
the autocracy of the human will. This em- 
phasis increases until in the later Judaism the 
extremity of heathen self-sufficiency is reproduced, 
and the whole sphere of the moral life is expressly 
reserved from Divine determination. Meanwhile 
also heathen terminology was intruding into Jewish 
speech. The Platonic wpifota, ■wpovotiv, for example, 
coming in doubtless through the medium of the 
Stoa, is found not only in Philo (xepi rpovolat), but 
also in the Apocrypha! books ( Wis 6 7 14 s 17 s , 3 Mac 
4" 5 30 , 4 Mac 9" 13 18 17 43 ; cf. also Dn 6 18 - 18 LXX) ; 
the perhaps even more precise as well as earlier 
i<popa.f occurs in Joseph us (BJ II. viii. 14), and 
indeed also in the LXX, though here doubtless in 
a weakened sense (2 Mac 12" 15-, cf. 3 Mac 2-', as 
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also Job 34" 28" 22", cf. 21"; also Zee 9>) ; while 
even the fatalistic term ApMppAvi\ is employed by 
Josephus (BJ II. viii. 14 ; Ant. XIII. v. 9, XVlll. 
i. 3) to describe Jewish views of predestination. 
With the terms there came in, doubtless, more 
or less of the conceptions connoted by them. 

Whatever may have been the influences under 
which it was wrought, however, the tendency 
of post- canonical Judaism was towards setting 
aside the Biblical doctrine of predestination to a 
greater or less extent, or in a larger or smaller 
sphere, in order to make room for the autocracy 
of the human will, the ni'sh, as it was significantly 
called by the Rabbis (Bcrcshitk Rabba, c. 22). This 
disintegrating process is little apparent perhaps 
in the Book of Wisdom, in which the sense of the 
almightiness of God comes to very strong expres- 
sion (ll 3 * 12 8 " 1 -'). Or even in Philo, whose pre- 
destinarianism (de Legg. Allegor. i. 15, iii. 24, 27, 
28) closely follows, while his assertion of human 
freedom {Quod Dcus sit immut. 10) does not paw* 
beyond that of the Bible : man is separated from 
the animals and assimilated to God by the gift of 
' the power of voluntary motion ' and suitable 
emancipation from necessity, and is accordingly 
properly praised or blamed for his intentional 
acts ; but it is of the grace of God only that any- 
thing exists, and the creature is not giver but 
receiver in all things ; especially does it belong 
to God alone to plant and build up virtues, and 
it is impious for the mind, therefore, to say ' I 
plant'; the call of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob was 
of pure grace without any merit, and God exer- 
cises the right to 'dispose excellently,' prior to all 
actual deeds. But the process is already apparent 
in so early a book as Sirach. The book at large is 
indeed distinctly predestinarian, and such passages 
as 16*-» 23* 33»-» 39-°; ai echo the teachings of the 
canonical books on this subject. But, while this 
is its general character, another element is also 
present : an assertion of human autocracy, for ex- 
ample, which is without parallel in the canonical 
books, is introduced at 15 11 "'- !0 , which culminates 
in the precise declaration that ' man has been com- 
mitted to the hand of his own counsel ' to choose 
for himself life or death. The same phenomena 
meet us in the Pharisaic Psalms of Solomon 
(B.C. 70-40). Here there is a general recognition 
of God as the great and mighty King (2 M - M ) who 
has appointed the course of nature (18 20 ) and 
directs the development of history (2** 9* 17 4 ), ruling 
over the whole and determining the lot of each 
(5 8- ,B ), on whom alone, therefore, can the hope of 
Israel be stayed (7 s 17 3 ), and to whom alone can 
the individual look for good. But, alongside of 
this expression of general dependence on God, 
there occurs the strongest assertion of the moral 
autocracy of the human will : ' O God, our works 
are in our own souls' election and control, to do 
righteousness or iniquity in the works of our hand ' 

m 

It is quite credible, therefore, when Josephus 
tells us that the Jewish parties of his day were 
divided, as on other matters, so on the question 
of the Divine predestination — the Essenes affirm- 
ing that fate (tlpappAvii, Josephus' affected Graf- 
cizing expression for predestination) is the mistress 
of all, and nothing occurs to men which is not in 
accordance with its destination ; the Sadducees 
taking away 'fate' altogether, and considering 
that there is no such thing, and that human affairs 
are not directed according to it, but all actions 
are in our own power, so that we are ourselves 
the causes of what is good, and receive what is 
evil from our own folly ; while the Pharisees, 
seeking a middle ground, said that some actions, 
but not all, are toe work of 'fate,' and some are 
in our own power as to whether they are done or 



Digitized by Google 



54 



PREDESTINATION 



PREDESTINATION 



not (Ant. xiii. v. 9). The distribution of the 
several views among the parties follows the general 
lines of what might have been anticipated — the 
Essenic system being pre-eminently supranatnral- 
istic, and the Saddncean rationalistic, while there 
was retained among the Pharisees a deep leaven 
of religious earnestness tempered, but not alto- 
gether destroyed (except in tne extremest circles), 
by their ingrained legalism. The middle ground, 
moreover, which Joseph us ascribes to the Phari- 
sees in their attempt to distribute the control of 
human action between 'fate' and 'free will,' re- 
flects not badly the state of opinion presupposed 
in the documents we have already quoted. In his 
remarks elsewhere (BJ II. viii. 14 ; Ant. XVIII. 
i. 3) he appears to ascribe to the Pharisees some 
kind of a doctrine of concursiis also — a updats 
between * fate ' and the human will by which both 
co-operate in the effect; but his language is ob- 
scure, and is coloured doubtless by reminiscences 
of Stoic teaching, with which philosophical sect he 
compares the Pharisees as he compares the Essenes 
with the Epicureans. 

But whatever may have been the traditional be- 
lief of the Pharisees, in proportion as the legalistic 
spirit which constituted the nerve of the move- 
ment became prominent, the sense of dependence 
on God, which is the vital breath of the doctrine 
of predestination, gave way. The Jews possessed 
the OT Scriptures in which the Divine lordship 
is a cardinal doctrine, and the trials of persecution 
cast them continually back upon God ; they could 
not, therefore, wholly forget the Biblical doctrine 
of the Divine decree, and throughout their whole 
history we meet with its echoes on their lips. 
The laws cf nature, the course of history, the 
varying fortunes of individuals, are ever attributed 
to the Divine predestination. Nevertheless, it 
was ever more and more sharply disallowed that 
man's moral actions fell under the same predeter- 
mination. Sometimes it was said that while the 
decrees of God were sure, they applied only so 
long as man remained in the condition in which 
he was contemplated when they were formed ; he 
could escape all predetermined evil by a change in 
his moral character. Hence such sayings as, * The 
righteous destroy what God decrees' (Tanchuma 
on onm) ; ' Repentance, prayer, and charity ward 
off every evil decree' (Bosh- hashana). In any 
event, the eniire domain of the moral life was 
more and more withdrawn from the intrusion 
of the decree ; and Cicero's famous declaration, 
which Harnack says might be inscribed as a 
motto over Pelagianism, might with equal right 
be accepted as the working hypothesis ot the later 
Judaism : ' For gold, land, and all the blessings 
of life we have to return thanks to God ; but no 
one ever returned thanks to God for virtue' (de 
Nat. Dcornm, iii. 36). We read that the Holy 
One determines prior to birth all that every one is 
to be — whether male or female, weak or strong, 
poor or rich, wise or silly ; but one thing He does 
not determine — whether he is to be righteous or 
unrighteous ; according to Dt 30 18 this is com- 
mitted to one's own hands. Accordingly, it is 
said that ' neither evil nor good comes from God ; 
both are the results of our deeds' (Midrash rab. 
on nm, and Jnlkut there) ; and <again, ' All is in 
the hands of God except the fear of God ' (Mcgilla 
25a) ; so that it is even somewhat cynically 6aid, 
•Man is led in the way in which he wishes to go' 
(Maccoth 10) ; ' If you teach him right, his God 
will make him know ' (Is 2S 26 ; Jerus. Challah i. 1). 
Thus the deep sense of dependence on God for all 
goods, and especially the goods of the soul, which 
forms the very core of the religious consciousness 
of the writers of the Old Testament, gradually 
vanished from the later Judaism, and was super- 



seded by a 8elf-as8ertiveness which hung all good 
on the self-determination of the human spirit, on 
which the purposes of God waited, or to which 
they were subservient. 

iv. Predestination in NT. — The NT teaching 
starts from the plane of the OT revelation, and 
in its doctrines of God, Providence, Faith, and the 
Kingdom of God repeats or develops in a right line 
the fundamental deliverances of the OT, while in 
its doctrines of the Decree and of Election only 
such advance in statement is made as the progres- 
sive execution of the plan of salvation required. 

1. The Teaching of Jesus. — In the teaching of 
our Lord, as recorded in the Synoptic Gospels, for 
example, though there is certainly a new emphasis 
thrown on the Fatherhood of God, this is by no 
means at the expense of His infinite majesty and 
might, but provides only a more profound revela- 
tion of the character of 'the great King' (Mt 5*), 
the 'Lord of heaven and earth' (Mt ll* 5 , Lk 10"), 
according to whose good pleasure all that is comes 
to pass. He is spoken of, therefore, specifically as 
the ' heavenly Father' (Mt 5** 6 U - !tf !B 15 IS 18 s5 23", 
cf. 6 18 - 48 6 1 - 8 7 U - 11 10 s *- 83 12 80 16" 18"- » Mk ll 28 - 28 , 
Lk 11") whose throne is in the heavens (Mt 6** 
23 21 ), while the earth is but the footstool under 
His feet. There is no limitation admitted to the 
reach of His power, whether on the score of 
difficulty in the task, or insignificance in the 
object : the category of the impossible has no ex- 
istence to Him ' with whom all things are possible ' 
(Mt 9™, Mk 10 s7 , Lk 18 27 , Mt 22*, Mk 12 M 14»), 
and the minutest occurrences are as directly con- 
trolled by Him as the greatest (Mt 10 s8 - *>, Lk 12 7 ). 
It is from Hiiu that the sunshine and rain come 
(Mt 5 U ) ; it is He that clothes with beauty the 
flowers of the field (Mt 6 s8 ), and who feeds the 
birds of the air (Mt 6'*) ; not a sparrow falls to 
the ground without Him, and the very hairs of 
our heads are numbered, and not one of them is 
forgotten by God (Mt 10 29 , Lk 12 s ). There is, of 
course, no denial, nor neglect, of the mechanism 
of nature implied here; there is only clear per- 
ception of the providence of God guiding nature 
in all its operations, and not nature only, but the 
life of the free spirit as well (Mt 6 8 8 13 24 M 7 7 . 
Mk 11 s8 ). Much less, however, is the care of God 
thought of as mechanical and purposeless. It was 
not simply of sparrows that our Lord was thinking 
when He adverted to the care of the heavenly 
Father for them, as it was not simply for oxen 
that God was caring when He forbade them to be 
muzzled as they trod out the corn (1 Co 9 s ); it 
was that they who are of more value than sparrows 
might learn with what confidence they might de- 
pend on the Father's hand. Thus a hierarchy of 
providence is uncovered for us, circle rising above 
circle,— first the wide order of nature, next the 
moral order of the world, lastly the order of salva- 
tion or of the kingdom of God, — a preformation 
of the dogmatic scluma of providentia generalis, 
specialis, and specialii.sima. All these work to- 
gether for the one end of advancing the whole 
world-fabric to its goal ; for the care of the 
heavenly Father over the works of His hand is 
not merely to prevent the world that He has made 
from falling into pieces, and not merely to pre- 
serve His servants from oppression by tne evil of 
this world, but to lead the whole world and all 
that is in it onwards to the end which He has 
appointed for it,— to that TaXt-yyewia of heaven 
and earth to which, under His guiding hand, the 
whole creation tends (Mt 19 28 , Lk 20 34 ). 

In this divinely-led movement of 'this world* 
towards 'the world that is to come,' in which 
every element of the world's life has part, the 
central place is naturally taken by the spiritual 
preparation, or, in other words, by the develop- 
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ment of the Kingdom of God which reaches its 
consummation in the ' regeneration.' This King- 
dom, our Lord explains, is the heritage of those 
Messed ones for whom it has been prepared from 
the foundations of the world (Mt 25«, cf. 20»). 
It is built up on earth through a 'call' (Mt 9", 
Mk 2", Lk fr 2 ), which, however, as mere invitation 
is inoperative (Mt 22 s " 14 , Lk 14""°), and is made 
effective only by the exertion of a certain ' con- 
straint' on God's part (Lk 14* 8 ), — so that a dis- 
tinction emerges between the merely ' called ' and 
the really « chosen ' (Mt 22 u ). The author of this 
'choice' is God (Mk 13*'), who has chosen His 
elect (Lk 18 7 , Mt 24« «- 81 , Mk IS 30 "" 2 ) before the 
world, in accordance with His own pleasure, dis- 
tributing as He will of what is His own (Mt 
IQi*. is) . go t| ia t the effect of the call is already 
predetermined (Mt 13), all providence is ordered 
for the benefit of the elect (Mt 24 a ), and they 
are guarded from falling away (Mt 24 s4 ), and, at 
the last day, are separated to their inheritance 
prepared for them from all eternity (Mt 25 s *). 
That, in all this process, the initiative is at every 
point taken by God, and no question can be enter- 
tained of precedent merit on the part of the 
recipients of the blessings, results not less from 
the whole underlying conception of God in His 
relation to the course of providence than from 
the details of the teaching itself. Every means 
is utilized, however, to enhance the sense of the 
free sovereignty of God in the bestowment of His 
Kingdom ; it is ' the lost ' whom Jesus comes to 
seek (Lk 19 10 ), and 'sinners' whom He came to 
call (Mk 2 17 ) ; His truth is revealed only to 
'babes' (Mt ll 28 , Lk 10 21 ), and He gives His 
teaching a special form just that it may be veiled 
from them to whom it is not directed (Mk 4"), 
distributing His benefits, independently of merit 
(Mt 20 1 " 18 ), to those who had been chosen by God 
therefor (Mk 13*). 

In the discourses recorded by St. John the same 
essential spirit rules. Although, in accordance 
with the deeper theological apprehension of their 
reporter, the more metaphysical elements of Jesus' 
doctrine of God come here to fuller expression, it 
is nevertheless fundamentally the same doctrine of 
God that is displayed. Despite the even stronger 
emphasis thrown here on His Fatherhood, there is 
not the slightest obscuration of His infinite ex- 
altation : Jesus lifts His eyes up when He would 
seek Him (ll 41 17'); it is in heaven that His 
house is to be found (14 2 ) ; and thence proceeds 
all that comes from Him (1 M 3 13 fl»- »*•»•»• «• «• w 
6 s8 ) ; so that God and heaven come to be almost 

Suivalent terms. Nor is there any obscuration 
His ceaseless activity in governing the world 
(5 17 ), although the stress is naturally thrown, in 
accordance with the whole character of this Gospel, 
on the moral and spiritual side of this government. 
But the very essence of the message of the Johan- 
nine Jesus is that the will {64\rjna) of the Father 
(4 j* 5» 638.38. 40 7 it 93^ cf . 38 5 « 17 * 21 !tt - !B ) is the 

principle of all things ; and more especially, of 
course, of the introduction of eternal life into 
this world of darkness and death. The conception 
of the world as lying in the evil one and therefore 
judged already (3 ie ), so that upon those who are 
not removed from the evil of the world the wrath 
of God is not so much to be poured out as simply 
abides {Z 3 *, cf. 1 Jn 3"), is fundamental to this 
whole presentation. It is therefore, on the one 
hand, that Jesus represents Himself as having 
come not to condemn the world, but to save the 
world (3 17 8 13 9 s 12", cf. 4 42 ), and all that He does 
as having for its end the introduction of life into 
the world (6**- M ) ; the already condemned world 
needed no further condemnation, it needed saving. 
And it is for the same reason, on the other hand, 



that He represents the wicked world as incapable 
of coming to Him that it might have life (S 48 - *) 
I417 10**), and as requiring first of all a ' drawing ' 
from the Father to enable it to come (6 H - M ) ; so 
that only those hear or believe on Him who are ' of 
God ' (8 47 , cf. 15" 17 14 ), who are ' of his sheep ' ( 16 28 ). 

There is undoubtedly a strong emphasis thrown 
on the universality of Christ's mission of salvation ; 
He has been sent into the world not merely to 
save some out of the world, but to save the world 
itself (3 18 6 S1 12 47 17 21 , cf. 1* 1 Jn 4 14 2 2 ). But 
this universality of destination and effect by which 
it is ' the world ' that is saved, does not imply the 
salvation of each and every individual in the world, 
even in the earlier stages of the developing salva- 
tion. On the contrary, the saving work is a pro- 
cess (17 40 ) ; and, meanwhile, the coming of the Son 
into the world introduces a crisis, a sifting by 
which those who, because they are ' of God, ' of 
his sheep,' are in the world, but not of it (15 19 
17 u ), are separated from those who are of the 
world, that is, of their father the devil (S 44 ), who 
is the Prince of this world (12" 14*» 16 11 )-, Obvi- 
ously, the difference between men that is thus 
manifested is not thought of as inhering, after a 
dualistic or semi-Gnostic fashion, in their very 
natures as such, or as instituted by their own 
self-framed or accidentally received dispositions, 
much less by their own conduct in the world, 
which is rather the result of it, — but, as already 
pointed out, as the effect of an act of God. All 
goes back to the will of God, to accomplish which, 
the Son, as the Sent One, has come ; and therefore 
also to the consentient will of the Son, who gives 
life, accordingly, to whom He will (5 aI ). As no 
one can come to Him out of the evil world, except 
it be given him of the Father (6 M , cf. 6**), so all 
that the Father gives Him (6 s7- *) and only such 
(6 M ), come to Him, being drawn thereunto by the 
Father (G 44 ). Thus the Son has ' his own in the 
world' (13 1 ), His 'chosen ones' (13 18 15 18 - 19 ), whom 
by His choice He has taken out of the world (15 19 
17 8, l8 ) ; and for these only is His high-priestly 
intercession offered (17 9 ), as to them only is eternal 
life communicated (10 21 17 2 , also 3 18 - * 5* C 40 - 94 8 li ). 
Thus, what the dogmatists call gratia pr&veniens 
is very strikingly taught ; and especial point is 
given to this teaching in the great declarations as 
to the new birth recorded in Jn 3, from which we 
learn that the recreating Spirit comes, like the 
wind, without observation, and as He lists (3 s ), 
the mode of action by which the Father ' draws ' 
men being thus uncovered for us. Of course this 
drawing is not to be thought of as proceeding in 
a manner out of accord with man's nature as a 
psychic being; it naturally comes to its mani- 
festation in an act of voluntary choice on man's 
own part, and in this sense it is ' psychological ' 
and not ' physical ' ; accordingly, though it be God 
that ' draws,' it is man that ' comes' (3 21 6 M - 41 14 8 ). 
There is no occasion for stumbling therefore in 
the ascription of 'will' and ' res)>onsibility ' to 
man, or for puzzling over the designation of 'faith,' 
in which the ' coming ' takes effect, as a ' work ' of 
man's (6 s9 ). Man is, of course, conceived as acting 
humanly, after the fashion of an intelligent and 
voluntary agent ; but behind all his action there 
is ever postulated the all-determining hand of God, 
to whose sovereign operation even the blindness 
of the unbelieving is attributed by the evangelist 
(12 39 '-), while the receptivity to the light of those 
who believe is repeatedly in the most emphatic 
way ascribed by Jesus Himself to God alone. 
Although with little use of the terminology in 
which we have been accustomed to expect to see 
the doctrines of the decree and of election ex- 
pressed, the substance of these doctrines is here 
set out in the most impressive way. 
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From the two seta of data provided by the 8ynoptista and 
St. John, it is possible to attain quite a clear insight into 
the conception of predestination as it lay in our Lord's teach- 
ing. It is quite certain, for example, that there is no place in 
this teaching for a ' predestination' that is carefully adjusted 
to the foreseen performances of the creature ; and as little 
for a 'decree' which may be frustrated by creaturely action, 
or an 'election' which is given effect only by the creaturely 
choice : to our Lord the Father is the omnipotent Lord of 
heaven and earth, according to whose pleasure all things are 
ordered, and who gives the Kingdom to whom He will (Lk 
MM, Hk-11**, Lk Id"). Certainly it is the very heart of our 
Lord's teaching that the Father's good pleasure is a good 
pleasure, ethically right, and the issue of infinite love ; the 
very name of Father as the name of Ood by preference on 
His lips is full of this conception ; but the very nerve of this 
teaching is, that the Father's will is all-embracing and omnip- 
otent. It is only therefore that His children need be careful 
for nothing, that the little flock need not fear, that His elect 
may be assured that none of them shall be lost, but all that 
the Father has given Him shall be raised up at the last day. 
And if thus the elective purpose of the Father cannot fail of 
its end, neither is it possible to And this end in anything less 
than 'salvation' in the highest sense, than entrance into that 
eternal life to communicate which to dying men our Lord 
came into the world. There ore elections to other ends, to be 
sure, spoken of : notably there is the election of the apostles to 
their office (Lk 6>s, Jn (I? ) ; and Christ Himself is conceived 
as especially Cod's elect one, because no one has the service to 
render which He has (Lk 9» But the elect, by way of 

e in i lie nee ; 'the elect whom Ood elected,' for whose sake He 
governs alj history (Mk 13*°); the elect of whom it was the 
will of Him who sent the Son, that of all that He gave Him 
He should lose nothing, but should raise It up at the last day 
(Jn ; the elect whom the Son of Man shall at the last day 
gather from the four winds, from the uttermost parte of the 
earth to the uttermost port of heaven (Mk 13") ; it would be in- 
adequate to suppose that these are elected merely to opportuni- 
ties or the means of grace, on their free cultivation of which 
shall depend their undecided destiny ; or merely to the sen ice 
of their fellow-men, as agents in God's beneficent plan for the 
salvation of the race. Of course this election is to privileges 
and means of grace ; and without these the great end of the 
election would not be attained: for the 'election' is given 
effect only by the 'call,' and manifests itself only in faith and 
the holy life. Equally of course the elect are ' the salt of the 
earth ' and ' the light of the world,' the few through whom the 
many ore blessed ; the eternal life to which they are elected 
does not consist in or with the silence and coldness of death, 
but only in and with the intensest activities of the conquering 

Esople of Ood. But the prime end of their election does not 
e in these things, and to place exclusive stress upon them is 
certainly to gather in the mint and anise and cummin of the 
doctrine. That to which God's elect are elected is, according 
to the teaching of Jesus, all that is included in the idea of the 
Kingdom of Ood, in the idea of eternal life, in the idea of 
fellowship with Christ, in the idea of participation in the 
glory which the Father has given His Son. Their choice, 
and the whole development of their history, according to our 
Lord's teaching, is the loving work of the Father : and in His 
keeping also is the consummation of their bliss. Their segrega- 
tion, of course, leaves others not elected, to whom none of their 
privileges are granted ; from whom none of their sen-ices are 
expected ; with whom their glorious destiny is not shared. 
This, too, is of Ood. But this side of the matter, in accordance 
with Jesus' mission in the world as Saviour rather than as 
Judge, is less dwelt upon. In the case of neither class, that 
of the elect as little as that of those that are without, are the 
purposes of Ood wrought out without the co-operation of the 
activities of the subjects ; but in neither cose is the decisive 
factor supplied by these, but is discoverable solely in the will of 
Ood and the consonant will of the Son. The ' even so, Father ; 
for so it seemed good in thy sight' (Mt Lk 102'). » to our 
lx>rd, at least, an all-sufficient theodicy in the face of all God's 
diverse dealings with men. 

2. The Teaching of the Disciples.— The disciples 
of Jesus continue His teaching in all its elements. 
We are conscious, for example, of entering no new 
atmosphere when we pass to the Epistle of James. 
St. James, too, finds his starting-point in a profound 
apprehension of the exaltation and perfection of 
God,— defining God's nature, indeed, with a phrase 
that merely repeats in other words the penetrating 
declaration that 'God is light' (1 Jn I s ), which, 
reflecting our Lord's teaching, sounds the keynote 
of the beloved disciple's thought of God (Ja i 17 ), — 
and particularly in a keen sense of dependence on 
God (4 ,s 5 7 ), to which it was an axiom that every 
good thing is a gift from Him (l 17 ). According!}', 
salvation, the pre-eminent good, comes purely as 
His gift, and can be ascribed only to His will (l 18 ); 
and its exclusively Divine origin is indicated by 
the choice that is made of those who receive it— 
not the rich and prosperous, who have somewhat 



perhaps which might command consideration, but 
the poor and miserable (2 s ). So little does this 
Divine choice rest on even faith, that it is rather 
in order to faith (2 s ), and introduces its recipients 
into the Kingdom as firstfruits of a great harvest 
to be reaped by God in the world (1 M ). 

Similarly, in the Book of Acts, the whole stress in 
the matter of salvation is laid on the grace of God 
(11 B 13« 14 3 - 30 15 40 W); and to it, in the most 
pointed way, the inception of faith itself is assigned 
(18-''). It is only slightly varied language when 
the increase jn the Church is ascribed to the hand 
of the Lord (U»), or the direct act of God (14* 
18 10 ). The explicit declaration of 2" presents, 
therefore, nothing peculiar, and we are fully pre- 
pared for the philosophy of the redemptive history 
expressed in 13* 8 , that only those 'ordained to 
eternal life ' believed —the believing that comes by 
the grace of God (18 s1 ), to whom it belongs to open 
the heart to give heed to the gospel (16 U ), being 
thus referred to the counsel of eternity, of which 
the events of time are only the outworking. 

The general philosophy of history thus suggested 
is implicit in the very idea of a promissory system, 
and in the recognition of a predictive element in 
prophecy, and is written large on the pages of the 
historical hooks of the NT. It is given expression 
in every declaration that this or that event came 
to pass 'that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by the prophets,'— a form of statement in which 
our Lord had Himself betrayed Histeleological view 
of history, not only as respects details (Jn 15 1 * 17 13 ), 
but with the widest reference (Lk 21 43 ), and which 
was taken up cordially by His followers, particu- 
larly by Matthew (1« 2»- * 4" 8' 7 12 17 13 38 21* 28* 
Jn 12" 18" 19**- 88 - 88 ). Alongside of this phrase 
occurs the equally significant ' SeT of the Divine 
decree,' as it has been appropriately called, by 
which is suggested the necessity which rules over 
historical sequences. It is used with a view now to 
Jesus' own plan of redemption (by Jesus Himself, 
Mt 8« Lk 2*» 4« 9* 13» I7 a 24 7 , Jn 3 14 10' 8 12 s4 ; 
by the evangelist, Mt 16 2 '), now to the underlying 
plan of God (by Jesus, Mt 24 6 , Mk 13 7W , Lk 21»; 
by the writer, Mt 17 ,u , Mk 9", Ac 3*' 9"), anon to 
the prophetic declaration as an indication of the 
underlying plan (bv Jesus, Mt 20 M , Lk 22 s7 24 26 - ** ; 
by the writer, Jn 20*, Ac 1" 17 s ). This appeal, in 
either form, served an important apologetic pur- 
pose in the first proclamation of the gospel ; but 
its fundamental significance is rooted, of course, in 
the conception of a Divine ordering of the whole 
course of history to the veriest detail. 

Such a teleological conception of the history of 
the Kingdom is manifested strikingly in the speech 
of St. Stephen (Ac 7), in which the developing 
plan of God is rapidly sketched. But it is in such 
declarations as those of St, Peter recorded in Ac 
5ja 4a that the wider philosophy of history conies 
to its clearest expression. In them everything 
that had befallen Jesus is represented as merely 
the emerging into fact of what had stood before- 
hand prepared for in ' the determinate counsel and 
foreknowledge of God,' so that nothing had been 
accomplished, by whatever agents, except what 
' his hand and his counsel had foreordained to 
come to pass.' It would not be easy to frame 
language which should more explicitly proclaim 
the conception of an all -determining decree of 
God governing the entire sequence of events in 
time. Elsewhere in the Pctrine discourses of Acts 
the speech is coloured by the same ideas : we 
note in the immediate context of these culmin- 
ating passages the high terms in which the exalta- 
tion or God is expressed (4 M,, )i the sharpness with 
which His sovereignty in the ' call ' {■wpoffKaXio/tat) 
is declared (2*), and elsewhere the repeated emerg- 
ence of the idea of the necessary correspondence 
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of the events of time with the predictions of 
Scripture (1" 2** 3 M ). The same doctrine of pre- 
destination meets us in the pages of St. Peter's 
Epistles. He does, indeed, speak of the members 
of the Christian community as God's elect (I l 1 2* 
5 13 , II l 10 ), in accordance with the apostolic habit 
of assuming the reality implied in the manifesta- 
tion ; but this is so far from importing that election 
hangs on the act of man that St. Peter refers it 
directly to the elective foreknowledge of God (I I s ), 
and seeks its confirmation in sanctification (II l 10 ), 
— even as the stumbling of the disobedient, on the 
other hand, is presented as a confirmation of their 
appointment to disbelief (I 2 s ). The pregnant use 
of the terms ' foreknow ' (vpoyiPiiaKu) and ' fore- 
knowledge ' {wpiypuait) by St. Peter brought to our 
attention in these passages (Ac 2**, 1 P l** *>), where 
they certainly convey the sense of a loving, dis- 
tinguishing regard which assimilates them to the 
idea of election, is worthy of note as another of 
the traits common to him and St. Paul (Ro 8" 11 s , 
only in NT). The usage might be explained, in- 
deed, as the development of a purely Greek sense 
of the words, but it is much more probably rooted 
in a Semitic usage, which, as we have seen, is not 
without example in OT. A simple comparison of 
the passages will exhibit the impossibility of read- 
ing the terms of mere prevision (cf. Crenier sub 
roc., and especially the full discussion in K. 
Miiller's Die Gbttliche Zuvorersehung und Eruxih- 
lung, ete. pp. 38 f., 81 f.; also Gennrich, SK, 1898, 
382-395 ; Pfleiderer, Urchristenthum, 289, Paulin- 
ismiu, 268 ; and Lorenz, Lchrxystem, etc. 94). 

The teaching of St. John in Gospel and Epistle 
is not distinguishable from that which he reports 
from his Master's lips, and need not here be re- 
verted to afresh. Ihe same fundamental view- 
points meet us also in the Apocalypse. The 
emphasis there placed on the omnipotence of God 
rises indeed to a climax. There only in NT (except 
2 Co 6 W ), for example, is the epithet wayroKpdrup 
ascribed to Him (1« 4 8 11" 15* 16 7 M 19*- 18 21*, cf. 
15 3 6 10 ) ; and the whole purport of the book is the 
portrayal of the Divine guidance of history, and 
the very essence of its message that, despite all 
surface appearances, it is the hand of God that 
really directs all occurrences, and all things are 
hastening to the end of His determining. Salva- 
tion is ascribed unvaryingly to the grace of God, and 
declared to be His work ( 12 10 19 l ). The elect people 
of God are His by the Divine choice alone : their 
names are from the foundation of the world written 
in the Lamb's Book of Life (13 s 17" 20 i2 ' u 21»), 
which is certainly a symbol of Divine appointment 
to eternal life revealed in and realized through 
Christ ; nor shall they ever be blotted out of it (3 s ). 
It is difficult to doubt that the destination here 
asserted is to a complete salvation (19 s ), that it is 
individual, and that it is but a single instance of 
the completeness of the Divine government to 
which the world is subject by the Lord of lords 
and King of kings, the Ruler of the earth and 
King of the nations, whose control of all the 
occurrences of time in accordance with His holy 
purposes it is the supreme object of this book to 
portray. 

Perhaps less is directly said about the purpose 
of God in the Epistle to the Hebrews than in any 
other portion of NT of equal Itngth. The technical 
phraseology of the subject is conspicuously absent. 
Nevertheless, the conception of the Divine counsel 
and will underlying all that comes to pass (2 10 ), 
and especially the entire course of the purchase 
(6 17 , cf. lO 8 - 1 ' 2») and application (11*-* 9 1B ) of 
salvation, is fundamental to the whole thought of 
the Epistle; and echoes of the modes in which this 
conception is elsewhere expressed meet us on every 
hand. Thus we read of God's eternal counsel 
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(/3o«M 6") and of His precedent will (tfAijtta, 10 10 ) as 
underlying His redemptive acts ; of the enrolment 
of the names of His children in heaven (12**) ; of 
the origin in the energy of God of all that is good 
in us (13 21 ); and, above all, of a 'heavenly call' 
as the source of the whole renewed life of the 
Christian (3 1 , cf. 9">). 

When our Lord spoke of ' calling* (*«*«», Mt OH, Mk 2", Lk 
6», and, parabolically, Mt 22* «•«•», Lk HB. G. 10. 11 U. 18. 17. 94 ; 
nXxrit, Mt 22 u [20 W )J the term was used in the ordinary sense 
of ' invitation,' and refers therefore to a much broader circle 
than the 'elect' (Mt 2214); and this fundamental sense of 
' bidding ' may continue to cling to the term in the hands of the 
evangelists (Mt 421, Mk cf. Lk 14*. Jn 2*), while the depth 
of meaning which might be attached to it, even in such a 
connotation, may be revealed by such a passage as Rev 10» 
' Blessed are they which ore biddtn to the marriuge supper of 
the Lamb.' On the lips of the apostolic writers, however, the 
term in its application to the call of God to salvation took 
on deeper meanings, doubtless out of consideration of the 
author of the call, who has but to speak and it is done (cf. Bo 
4>~). It occurs in these writers, when it occurs at all, as the 
synonym no longer of 'invitation,' but rather of 'election' 
itself ; or, more precisely, as expressive of the temporal act of 
the Divine efficiency by which effect is given to the electing 
decree. In this profounder sense it is practically confined to 
the writings of St. Paul and St. Peter and the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, occurring elsewhere only in Jude 1, Bev 17 w , where 
the children of God are designated the ' called,' just as they are 
(in various collocations of the term with the idea of election) 
in Bo 18. 7, i Co 1«, Bo 1 Co l»i (cf. Bo 11, 1 Co V). Kxzri,, 
as used in these passages, does not occur in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, but in Si %Xr.ri( occurs in a sense indistinguishable 
from that which it bears in St. Paul (Bo U», 1 Co 1*-, Eph l'» 
4»- 4, Ph 3", 2 Th 1", 2 Ti 1») and St. Peter (2 P l'<>) ; and in 0" 
(cf. special applications of the same general idea, !>* 11**). mtXit 
bears the same deep sense expressed by it in St. Paul (Bo 8 s0 80 

Oll-W, 1 CO 1» 7»-"- IB - 18 -»-2>-"- , 8-8a.24, Oal 18.16 6». 13, Eph 

4'- 4, Col 81J, 1 Th 212 47 5S4, 2 Th 2>4, 2Ti 1») and in St. Peter 
(HIS 29.81 sv 610, ins, C f. mMMXlw, Ac S», and in the 
language of 8t. Luke, Ac IS 8 16'°). The contrast into which the 
' called ' (8 1 ) are brought in this Epistle with the ' evangelized ' 
(48 8), repeating in other terms the contrast which our Saviour 
institutes between the 'elect' and 'called* (Mt22>4), exhibits 
the height of the meaning to which the idea of the ' call ' has 
climbed. It no longer denotes the mere invitation, — that notion 
is now given in 'evangelize,' — but the actual ushering into 
salvation of the heirs of the promise, who are made partakers 
of the heavenly calling, and are called to the everlasting in- 
heritance just because they have been destined thereunto by 
God (I"), nn d are enrolled in heaven as the children given to 
the Son of God (213). 

3. The Teaching of St. Paul. — It was reserved, 
however, to the Apostle Paul to give to the fact of 
predestination its fullest NT presentation. This 
was not because St. Paul exceeded his fellows in 
the strength or clearness of his convictions, but 
because, in the prosecution of the special task 
which was committed to him in the general work 
of establishing Christianity in the world, the com- 
plete expression of the common doctrine of pre- 
destination fell in his way, and became a necessity 
of his argument. With him, too, the roots of his 
doctrine of predestination were set in his general 
doctrine of God, and it was fundamentally because 
St. Paul was a theist of a clear and consistent 
type, living and thinking under the influence of the 
profound consciousness of a personal God who is 
the author of all that is and, as well, the upholder 
and powerful governor of all that He has made, 
according to wliose will, therefore, all that comes 
to pass must be ordered, that he was a predesti- 
narian ; and more particularly he too was a pre- 
destinarian because of his general doctrine of 
salvation, in every step of which the initiative 
must be taken by God's unmerited grace, just 
because man is a sinner, and, as a sinner, rests 
under the Divine condemnation, with no right 
of so much as access to God, and without means 
to seek, much less to secure, His favour. But 
although possessing no other sense of the infinite 
majesty of the almighty Person in whose hands 
all things lie, or of the issue of all saving acts 
from His free grace, than his companion apostles, 
the course of the special work in which St. Paul 
was engaged, and the exigencies of the special 
controversks in which he was involved, forced him 
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to a fuller expression of all that is implied in 
these convictions. As he cleared the whole field 
of Christian faith from the presence of any re- 
maining confidence in human works ; as he laid 
beneath the hope of Christians a righteousness not 
self- wrought but provided by God alone ; as he 
consistently offered this God- provided righteous- 
ness to sinners of all classes without regard to 
anything in them by whicli they might fancy God 
could be moved to accept their persons,— he was 
inevitably driven to an especially pervasive refer- 
ence of salvation in each or its elements to the free 
grace of God, and to an especially full exposition 
on the one hand of the course of Divine grace 
in the several acts which enter into the saving 
work, and on the other to the firm rooting of the 
whole process in the pure will of the God of grace. 
From the beginning to the end of his ministry, 
accordingly, St. Paul conceived himself, above 
everything else, as the bearer of a message of 
undeserved grace to lost sinners, not even directing 
his own footsteps to carry the glad tidings to 
whom he would (Ro l w , 1 Co 4 18 , 2 Co 2 11 ), but 
rather led by God in triumphal procession through 
the world, that through him might be made mani- 
fest the savour of the Knowledge of Christ in every 
place— a savour from life unto life in them that 
are saved, and from death unto death in them 
that are lost (2 Co 2»- 18 ). By the ' word of the 
cross' proclaimed by him the essential character 
of his hearers was thus brought into manifestation, 
— to the lost it was foolishness, to the saved the 
power of God (1 Co l 18 ) : not as if this essential 
character belonged to them by nature or was the 
product of their own activities, least of all of 
their choice at the moment of the proclamation, by 
which rather it was only revealed ; but as finding 
an explanation only in an act of God, in accord- 
ance with the working of. Him to whom all differ- 
ences among men are to be ascribed (1 Co 4 7 ) — 
for God alone is the Lord of the harvest, and all 
the increase, however diligently man may plant 
and water, is to be accredited to Him alone 
(1 Co 3« ). 

It is naturally the soteriological interest that 
determines in the main St. Paul's allusions to the 
all-determining hand of God, — the letters that we 
have from him come from Paul the evangelist, — but 
it is not merely a soteriological conception that he 
is expressing in them, but the most fundamental 
postulate ofhis religious consciousness ; and he is 
accordingly constantly correlating his doctrine of 
election with his general doctrine of the decree or 
counsel of God. No man ever had an intenser or 
more vital sense of God,— the eternal (Ro 16*) and 
incorruptible (l 23 ) One, the only wise One (16 a7 ), 
who does all things according to His good-pleasure 
(1 Co 15 s8 12' 9 , Col 1"»- ,s ), and whose ways are 
past tracing out (Ro ll 33 ) ; before whom men 
should therefore bow in the humility of absolute 
dependence, recognizing in Him the one moulding 
power as well in history as in the life of the 
individual (Ro 9). Of Him and through Him and 
unto Him, he fervently exclaims, are all things 
(Ro ll 38 , cf. 1 Co 8 8 ) ; He is over all and through 
all and in all (Eph 4 8 , cf. Col l 18 ) ; He worketh all 
things according to the counsel of His will (Eph 
1") : all that is, in a word, owes its existence and 
persistence and its action and issue to Him. The 
whole course of history is, therefore, of His order- 
ing (Ac 14 18 17- 8 , Ro l 18 '; 3 a 9-11, Gal 3. 4), and 
every event that befalls is under His control, and 
must be estimated from the view-point of His pur- 
poses of good to His people (Ro 8» 1 Th 5 17 - 18 ), for 
whose benefit the whole world is governed (Eph l w , 
1 Co 2 7 , Col l 18 ). • The figure that is employed in 
Ro 9' a with a somewhat narrower reference/would 
fairly express St. Paul's world-view in its relation 



to the Divine activity : God is the potter, and the 
whole world with all its contents but as the plastic 
clay which He moulds to His own ends ; so that 
whatsoever comes into being, and whatsoever uses 
are served by the things that exist, are all alike of 
Him. In accordance with this world - view St. 
Paul's doctrine of salvation must necessarily be 
interpreted ; and, in very fact, he gives it its 
accordant expression in every instance in which 
he speaks of it. 

There are especially three chief passages in which 
the apostle so fully expounds his fundamental 
teaching as to the relation of salvation to the 
purpose of God, that they may fairly claim our 
primary attention. 

(a) The first of these — Ro (J"-"— emerges as part 
of the encouragement which the apostle offers to 
his readers in the sad state in which they find 
themselves in this world, afflicted with fears 
within and fightings without. He reminds them 
that they are not left to their weakness, but the 
Spirit comes to their aid : ' and we know,' adds 
the apostle, — it is no matter of conjecture, but of 
assured knowledge,—' that with them that love 
God, God co-operates with respect to all things for 
good, since they are indeed the called according 
to [His] purpose.' The appeal is obviously pri- 
marily to the universal government of God : 
nothing takes place save by His direction, and 
even what seems to be grievous comes from the 
Father's hand. Secondarily, the appeal is to the 
assured position of his readers within the fatherly 
care of God : they have not come into this blessed 
relation with Goa accidentally or by the force of 
their own choice ; they have been 'called ' into it 
by Himself, and that by no thoughtless, inad- 
vertent, meaningless, or changeable call ; it was a 
call 'according to purpose, — where the anar- 
throusnes8 of the noun throws stress on the pur- 
posiveness of the call. What has been denominated 
' the golden chain of salvation ' that is attached 
to this declaration by the particle ' because ' can 
therefore have no other end than more fully to 
develop and more firmly to ground the assurance 
thus quickened in the hearts of the readers : it 
accordingly enumerates the steps of the saving 
process in the purpose of God, and carries it thus 
successively through the stages of appropriating 
foreknowledge, — for ' foreknow ' is undoubtedly 
used here in that pregnant sense we have already 
seen it to bear in similar connexions in NT, — pre- 
destination to conformity with the image of God's 
Son, calling, justifying, glorifying ; all of which 
are cast in the past tense of a purpose in principle 
executed when formed, and are bound together as 
mutually implicative, so that, where one is present, 
all are in principle present with it. It accordingly 
follows that, in St. Paul's conception, glorifica- 
tion rests on justification, which in turn rests on 
vocation, while vocation comes only to those who 
had previously l>een predestinated to conformity 
with God's Son, and this predestination to character 
and destiny only to those afore chosen by God's 
loving regard. It is obviously a strict doctrine of 

Eredestination that js taught. This conclusion can 
e avoided only by assigning a sense to the ' fore- 
knowing' that lies at the root of the whole process, 
which is certainly out of accord not merely with 
its ordinary import in similar connexions in the 
NT, nor merely with the context, but with the 
very purpose for which the declaration is made, 
namely, to enhearten the struggling saint by 
assuring him that he is not committed to his 
own power, or rather weakness, but is in the sure 
hands of the Almighty Father. It would seem 
little short of absurd to hang on the merely con- 
templative foresight of God a declaration adduced 
to support the assertion that the lovers of God 



Digitized by 



Google 



PREDESTINATION 



PREDESTINATION 



59 



are something deeper and finer than even lovers of 
God, namely, ' the called according to purpose,' 
and itself educing the joyful cry, ' If God is for us, 
who is against us?' and grounding a confident 
claim upon the gift of all things from His hands. 

(b) The even more famous section, Ro 9. 10. 11, 
following closely upon this strong affirmation of 
the suspension of the whole saving process on the 
predetermination of God, offers, on the face of it, 
a yet sharper assertion of predestination, raising 
it, moreover, out of the circle of the merely in- 
dividual salvation into the broader region of the 
historical development of the kingdom of God. 
The problem which St. Paul here faces grew so 
directly out of his fundamental doctrine of justi- 
fication by faith alone, with complete disregard 
of all question of merit or vested privilege, that 
it must have often forced itself upon his atten- 
tion, — himself a Jew with a high estimate of 
a Jew's privileges and a passionate love for his 
people. He could not but have pondered it fre- 

?|uently and deeply, and least of all could he have 
ailed to give it treatment in an Epistle like this, 
which undertakes to provide a somewhat formal 
exposition of his whole doctrine of justification. 
Having shown the necessity of such a method of 
salvation as he proclaimed, if sinful men were to be 
saved at all (l 18 ^*), and then expounded its nature 
and evidence (3 51 -5-'), and afterwards discussed its 
intensive effects (6'-8 TO ), he could not fail further 
to explain its extensive effects — especially when 
they appeared to be of so portentous a character as 
to imply a reversal of what was widely believed to 
have been God's mode of working heretofore, the 
rejection of His people whom He foreknew, and the 
substitution of the alien in their place. St. Paul's 
solution of the problem is, briefly, that the situa- 
tion has been gravely misconceived by those who 
so represent it; that nothing of the sort thus 
described has happened or will happen ; that 
what has happened is merely that in the consti- 
tution of that people whom He has chosen to 
Himself and is fashioning to His will, God has 
again exercised that sovereignty which He had 
previously often exercised, and which He had 
always expressly reserved to Himself and fre- 
quently proclaimed as the principle of His dealings 
with the people emphatically of His choice. In his 
exposition of this solution St. Paul first defends the 
propriety of God's action (S) 8 '* 4 ), then turns to stop 
the mouth of the objecting Jew by exposing the 
manifested unfitness of the Jewish people for the 
kingdom (O^-IO 21 ), and finally expounds with great 
richness the ameliorating circumstances in the whole 
transaction (ll 1 '* 8 ). In the course of his defence 
of God's rejection of the mass of contemporary 
Israel, he sets forth the sovereignty of God in the 
whole matter of salvation— ' that the purpose of 
God according to election might stand, not of 
works, but of Him that calleth — with a sharpness 
of assertion and a clearness of illustration which 
leave nothing to be added in order to throw it out 
in the full strength of its conception. We are 
pointed illustratively to the sovereign acceptance 
of Isaac and rejection of Ishmael, and to the 
choice of Jacob and not of Esau before their birth 
and therefore before either had done good or bad ; 
we are explicitly told that in the matter of salva- 
tion it is not of him that wills, or of him that runs, 
but of God that shows mercy, and that has mercy 
on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens; 
we are pointedly directed to behold in God the 
potter who makes the vessels which proceed from 
His hand each for an end of His appointment, that 
He may work out His will upon them. It is safe 
to say that language cannot be chosen better 
adapted to teach predestination at its height. 
We are exhorted, indeed, not to read this language in isolation, 



but to remember that the ninth chapter mutt be interpreted in 
the light of the eleventh. Not to dwell on the equally im- 

Krtant consideration that the eleventh chapter must likewise 
interpreted only in the light of the ninth, there seems here 
to exhibit itself some forgetfulness of the inherent continuity 
of St. Paul's thought, and, indeed, some misconception of 
the progress of the argument through the section, which is a 
compact whole and must express a much pondered line of 
thought, constantly present to the apostle's mind. We must not 
permit to fall out of sight the fact that the whole extremity of 
assertion of the ninth chapter is repeated in the eleventh (11«-W); 
so that there is no change of conception or lapse of consecution 
observable as the argument develops, and we do not escape from 
the doctrine of predestination of the ninth chapter in fleeing 
to the eleventh. This is true even if we go at once to the great 
closing declaration of 11**, to which we are often directed as to 
the key of the whole section— which, indeed, it very much is : 
' For God hath shut up all unto disobedience, that he might 
have mercy upon all.' On the face of it there could not readily 
be framed a more explicit assertion of the Divine control and the 
Divine initiative than this ; it is only another declaration that 
Be has mercy on whom He will have mercy, and after the 
manner and in the order that He will. And it certainly is not 
possible to read it as a declaration of universal salvation, and 
thus reduce the whole preceding exposition to a mere tracing 
of the varying pathways along which the common Father leads 
each individual of the race severally to the common goal. 
Needless to point out that thus the whole argument would be 
stultified, and the apostle convicted of gross exaggeration in 
tone and language where otherwise we find only impressive 
solemnity, rising at times into natural anguish. It is enough 
to observe that the verse cannot bear this sense in its context. 
Nothing is clearer than that its purpose is not to minimise but 
to magnify the sense of absolute dependence on the Divine 
mercy, and to quicken apprehension of the mystery of God's 
righteously loving ways ; and nothing is clearer than that the 
reference of the double ' all ' is exhausted by the two classes 
discussed in the immediate context,— so that they are not to 
be taken individualistically but, so to speak, racially. The 
intrusion of the individtialistic-universalistic sentiment, so 
dominant in the modern consciousness, into the interpretation 
of this section, indeed, is to throw the whole into inextricable 
confusion. Nothing could be further from the nationalistic- 
univerealistic point of view from which it was written, and from 
which alone St. Paul can be understood when he represents that 
in rejecting the mass of contemporary Jews God has not cast off 
His people, but, acting only as He had frequently done in former 
ages, is fulfilling His promise to the kernel while shelling off 
the husk. Throughout the whole process of pruning and in- 
grafting which he traces in the dealings of God with the olive- 
tree which He has once for all planted, St. Paul sees God, in 
accordance with His promise, saving His people. The continuity 
of its stream of life he perceives preserved throughout all its 
present experience of rejection (ll 110 ) ; the gracious purpose of 
the present confinement of its channel, he traces with eager 
hand (ll 1 ' 1 ^); he predicts with confidence the attainment in 
the end of the full breadth of the promise (11 >»•»),— all to the 

S raise of the glory of God's grace (ll 38 - 3 "). There is un- 
oubtedly a universalism of salvation proclaimed here ; but it 
is an eschatological, not an individualistic universalism. The 
day is certainly to come when the whole world— inclusive of all 
the Jews and Gentiles alike, then dwelling on the glol>e— shall 
know and serve the Lord ; and God in all His strange work of 
distributing salvation is leading the course of events to that 
great goal ; but meanwhile the principle of His action is free, 
sovereign grace, to which alone it is to be attributed that any 
who are saved in the meantime enter into their inheritance, 
and through which alone shall the final goal of the race itself be 
attained. The central thought of the whole discussion, in a 
word, is that Israel does not owe the promise to the fact that it 
is Israel, but conversely owes the fact that it is Israel to the 
promise, — that 1 it is not the children of the flesh that are the 
children of God, but the children of the promise that are 
reckoned for a seed ' (9 s ). In these words we hold the real key 
to the whole section; and if we approach it with this key in hand 
we shall nave little difficulty in apprehending that, from its - 
beginning to its end, St. Paul has no higher object than to make 
clear that the inclusion of any individual within the kingdom 
of God finds its sole cause in the sovereign grace of the choosing 
God, and cannot in any way or degree depend upon his own 
merit, privilege, or act. 

Neither, with this key in our hand, will it be possible to 
raise a question whether the election here expounded is to 
eternal life or not rather merely to prior privilege or higher 
service. These too, no doubt, are included. But hy what 
right is this long section intruded here as a substantive part 
of this Epistle, busied as a whole with the exposition of 'the 

Sower of Ood unto salvation to every one that believeth, to the 
ew first and also to the Greek,' if it has no direct concern with 
this salvation ? By what chance has it attached itself to that 
noble grounding of a Christian's hope and assurance with which 
the eighth chapter closes? By what course of thought does it 
reach its own culmination in that burst of praise to Ood, on 
whom all things depend, with which it concludes? By what 
accident is it itself filled with the most unequivocal references 
to the saving grace of God 'which hath been poured out on 
the vessels of nis mercy which he afore prepared for glory, 
even on us whom he also called, not from the Jews only, but 
also from the Gentiles ' ? If such language has no reference to 
salvation, there is no language in the NT that need be inter- 
preted of final destiny. Beyond question this Bection doei 
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explain to us some of the grounds of the mode of God's action 
in gathering a people to Himself out of the world ; and in 
doing this, it does reveal to us some of the nays in which the 
distribution of His electing grace serves the purposes of His 
kingdom on earth ; reading it, we certainly do learn that God 
has many ends to serve in His gracious dealings with the 
children of men, and that we, in our ignorance of His multi- 
farious purposes, are not fitted to be His counsellors. But by 
all this, the fact is in no wise obscured that it is primarily to 
salvation that He calls His elect, and that whatever other ends 
their election may subserve, this fundamental end will never 
fail; that in this, too, the gifts and calling of God are not 
repented of, and will surely lead on to their goal. The diffi- 
culty which ia felt by some in following the apostle's argument 
here, we may suspect, has its roots in part in a shrinking from 
what appears to them an arbitrary assignment of men to 
diverse destinies without consideration of their desert. Cer- 
tainly St. Paul as explicitly affirms the sovereignty of repro- 
bation as of election, — if these twin ideas are, indeed, separable 
even in thought : if he represents God as sovereignly loving 
Jacob, he represents Him equally as sovereignly hating Esau ; 
if he declares that He has mercy on whom He will, he equally 
declares that He hardens whom He will. Doubtless the diffi- 
culty often felt here is, in part, an outgrowth of an insufficient 
realization of St. Paul's basal conception of the state of men 
at large as condemned sinners before an angry God. It is with 
a world of lost sinners that he is representing God as dealing ; 
and out of that world building up a Kingdom of Grace. Were 
not all men sinners, there might still be an election, as sove- 
reign as now ; and there being an election, there would still be 
as sovereign a rejection : but the rejection would not be a 
rejection to punishment, to destruction, to eternal death, but 
to some other destiny consonant to the state in which those 
passed by should be left. It is not indeed, then, because men 
are sinners that men are left unelected ; election is free, and 
its obverse of rejection must be equally free : but it is solely 
because men are sinners that what they are left to is destruc- 
tion. And it is in this universalism of ruin rather than in a 
universalism of salvation that St. Paul really roots his theodicy. 
When all deserve death it is a marvel of pure grace that any 
receive life ; and who shall gainsay the right of Him who shows 
this miraculous mercy, to have mercy on whom He will, and 
whom He will to harden ? (8ee Kkfrobatk). 

(c) In Eph there is, if possible, an even 

higher note struck. Here, too, St. Paul is dealing 
primarily with the blessings bestowed on his 
readers, in Christ, all of which he ascribes to the 
free grace of God ; but he so speaks of these 
blessings as to correlate the gracious purpose of 
God in salvation, not merely with the plan of 
operation which He prosecutes in establishing and 
perfecting His kingdom on earth, but also with 
the all-embracing decree that underlies His total 
cosmical activity. In opening this circular letter, 
addressed to no particular community whose special 
circumstances might suggest the theme of the 
thanksgiving with which he customarily begins 
his letters, St. Paul is thrown back on what ia 
common to Christians ; and it is probably to this 
circumstance that we owe the magnificent descrip- 
tion of the salvation in Christ with which the 
Epistle opens, and in which this salvation is traced 
consecutively in its preparation (vv. 4 - 8 ), its exe- 
cution ( 8 - 7 ), its publication ( 8 ' 10 ), and its applica- 
tion ("•"), both to Jews ("• 12 ) and to Gentiles ( 13 - '*). 
Thus, at all events, we have brought before us 
the whole ideal history of salvation in Christ 
from eternity to eternity — from the eternal pur- 
pose as it lay in the loving heart of the Father, 
to the eternal consummation, when all things in 
heaven and earth shall be summed np in Christ. 
Even the incredible profusion of the blessings 
which we receive in Christ, described with an 
accumulation of phrases that almost defies exposi- 
tion, is less noticeable here than the emphasis and 
reiteration with which the apostle carries back 
their bestowment on us to that primal purpose of 
God in which all things are afore prepared ere 
they are set in the way of accomplishment. All 
this accumulation of blessings, he tells his readers, 
has come to them and him only in fulfilment of 
an eternal purpose— only because they had been 
chosen by God out of the mass of sinful men, in 
Christ, before the foundation of the world, to be 
holy and blameless before Him, and had been 
lovingly predestinated unto adoption through 
Jesus Christ to Him, in accordance with the good- 



Sleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of 
[is grace. It is therefore, he further explains, 
that to them in the abundance of God's grace 
there has been brought the knowledge of the 
salvation in Christ, described here as the know- 
ledge of the mystery of the Divine will, according 
to His good-pleasure, which He purposed in Him- 
self with reference to the dispensation of the ful- 
ness of the times, to sum up all things in the 
universe in Christ, — by which phrases the plan 
of salvation is clearly exhibited as but one element 
in the cosmical purpose of God. And thus it is, 
the apostle proceeds to explain, only in pursuance 
of this all-embracing cosmical purpose that Chris- 
tians, whether Jews or Gentiles, have been called 
into participation of these blessings, to the praise 
of the glory of God's grace, — and of the former 
class, he pauses to assert anew that their call rests 
on a predestination according to the purpose of 
Him that works all things according to the counsel 
of His will. Throughout this elevated passage, 
the resources of language are strained to the 
utmost to give utterance to the depth and fervour 
of St. Paul s conviction of the absoluteness of the 
dominion which the God, whom ho describes as 
Him that works all things according to the counsel 
of His will, exercises over the entire universe, and 
of his sense of the all-inclusive perfection of the 
plan on which He is exercising His world-wide 
government — into which world-wide government 
His administration of His grace, in the salvation 
of Christ, works as one element. Thus there is 
kept steadily before our eyes the wheel within 
wheel of the all-comprehending decree of God : 
lirst of all, the inclusive cosmical purpose in ac- 
cordance with which the universe is governed as it 
is led to its destined end ; within this, the purpose 
relative to the kingdom of God, a substantive 
part, and, in some sort, the hinge of the world- 
purpose itself ; and still within this, the purpose 
of grace relative to the individual, by virtue of 
which he is called into the Kingdom and made 
sharer in its blessings : the common element with 
them all being that they are and come to pass 
only in accordance with the good-pleasure of His 
will, according to His purposed good - pleasure, 
according to the purpose of Him who works all 
things in accordance with the counsel of His will ; 
and therefore all alike redound solely to His praise. 

In these outstanding passages, however, there 
are only expounded, though with special richness, 
ideas which govern the Pauline literature, and 
which come now and again to clear expression in 
each group of St. Paul's letters. The whole doc- 
trine of election, for instance, lies as truly in the 
declaration of 2 Th 2 13 or that of 2 Ti 1" (cf. 2 Ti 
2 W , Tit 3 5 ) as in the passages we have considered 
from Romans (cf. 1 Co l a, - 3 >) and Ephesians (cf. 
Eph 2">, Col l* 7 3 12 - 1S , Ph 4 s ). It may be possible to 
trace minor distinctions through the several groups 
of letters in forms of statement or modes of re- 
lating the doctrine to other conceptions ; but from 
the beginning to the end of St. Paul's activity as a 
Christian teacher his fundamental teaching as to 
the Christian calling and life is fairly summed up 
in the declaration that those that are saved are 
God's' ' workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto 
good works, which God afore prepared that they 
should walk in them ' (Eph 2 W ). 

The most striking impression made upon us by a survey 
of the whole material is probably the intensity of St. Paul's 

K radical interest in the doctrine— a matter fairly illustrated 
y the passage just quoted (Eph 2 ,u ). Nothing is more 
noticeable than his zeal in enforcing its two chief practical 
contents— the assurance it should bring to believers of their 
eternal safety in the faithful hands of (iod, and the ethical 
energy it should arouse within them to live worthily of their 
vocation. It is one of St. Paul's most persistent exhortations, 
that believer* should remember that their salvation is not 
committed to their own weak hands, but rests securely on the 
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faithfulness of the God who has called them according: to Hig 
purpose (e.g. \ Th 5™, 1 Co 1«* 10", l'h 1«). Though the appropria- 
tion of their salvation begins in an act of faith on their own 
part, which is consequent on the hearing- of the gospel, their 
appointment to salvation itself <loes not depend on this act 
of faith, nor on any Illness discoverable in them on the fore- 
sight of which God : s choice of them might be supposed to be 
based, but (as 1 Th 2>» already indicates) both the preaching 
of the gospel and the exercise of faith consistently appear 
as steps in the carrying out of an election not conditioned 
on their occurrence, but embracing them as means to the 
end set by the free purpose of God. The case is precisely 
the same with all subsequent acts of the Christian life. So 
far is St. Paul from supposing that election to life should 
operate to enervate moral endeavour, that it is precisely 
from the fact that the willing and doing of man rest on an 
energizing willing and doing of God, which in turn rest on His 
eternal purpose, that the apostle derives his most powerful and 
most frequently urged motive for ethical action. That tre- 
mendous ' therefore,' with which at the opening of the twelfth 
chapter of Romans he passes from the doctrinal to the ethical 
part of the Epistle,— from a doctrinal exposition the very heart 
of which is salvation by pure grace apart from all works, and 
which had Just closed with the fullest discussion of the effects 
of election to be found in all his writings, to the rich exhorta- 
tions to high moral effort with which the closing chapters of 
this Epistle are filled,— may Justly be taken as the normal 
illation of his whole ethical teaching. His Epistles, in fact, are 
sown (as indeed is the whole NT) with particular instances of 
the same appeal (e.q. 1 Th V*. 2 Th 2>3-'», Ro 6, 2 Co 6'*, 
Col l«o, Ph. ia 212. is, 2 Ti 219). i n Ph 21* « it attains, per- 
haps, its sharpest expression : here the saint is exhorted to 
work out his own salvation with fear and trembling, just because 
it is God who is working in him both the willing and the doing 
because of His • good-pleasure'— obviously but another way of 
saying, ' If God is for us, who can be against us?' 

There is certainly presented in this a problem for those who 
wish to operate in this matter with an irreconcilable ' either, 
or,' and who can conceive of no freedom of man which is under 
the control of God. St. Paul's theism was, however, of too 
pure a quality to tolerate in the realm of creation any force 
beyond the sway of Him who, as he says, is over all, and 
through all, and in all (Eph 4*), working all things according 
to the counsel of Histwill (Eph \ n \ And it must be confessed 
that it is more facile than satisfactory' to set his theistic world- 
view summarily aside as a ' merely religious view,' which stands 
in conflict with a truly ethical conception of the world— per- 
haps even with a repetition of Fritzsche s jibe that St. Paul 
would have reasoned better on the high themes of ' fate, free- 
will, and providence ' had he sat at the feet of Aristotle rather 
than at those of Gamaliel. Antiquity produced, however, no 
ethical genius equal to St. Paul, and even as a teacher of the 
foundations of ethics Aristotle himself might well be content to 
sit rather at his feet ; and it does not at once appear why a so- 
called ' religious' conception may not have as valid a ground in 
human nature, and as valid a right to determine human con- 
viction, as a so-called ' ethical ' one. It can serve no good pur- 
pose even to proclaim an insoluble antinomy here : such an 
antinomy St. Paul assuredly did not feel, as he urged the 
predestination of God not more as a ground of assurance of 
salvation than as the highest motive of moral effort : and it 
does not seem impossible for even us weaker thinkers to follow 
him some little way at least in looking upon those twin bases of 
religion and morality— the ineradicable feelings of dependence 
and responsibility — not as antagonistic sentiments of a hopelessly 
divided heart, but as fundamentally the same profound con- 
viction operating in a double sphere. At all events, St. Paul's 
pure theistic view-point, which conceived God as in His provi- 
dential eoneurnu working all things according to the counsel 
of His will (Eph lU) in entire consistency with the action of 
second causes, necessary and free, the proximate producers of 
event", supplied him with a very real point of departure for 
his conception of the same God, in the operations of His grace, 
working the willing and the doing of Christian men, without 
the least infringement of the integrity of the free determination 
by which each grace is proximately attained. It does not 
belong to our present task to expound the nature of that 
Divine act by which St. Paul represents God as 'calling' 
sinners * into communion with his 8on,' itself the first step in 
the realization in their lives of that conformity to His image to 
which they are predestinated in the counsels of eternity, and of 
which the first manifestation is that faith in the Redeemer of 
God's elect out of which the whole Christian life unfolds. Let 
it only be observed in passing that he obviously conceives it as 
in act of God's almighty power, removing old inabilities and 
creating new abilities of living, loving action. It Is enough for 
our present purpose to perceive that even in this act St. Paul 
did not conceive God as dehumanizing man, but rather as 
energizing man in a new direction of his powers ; while in all 
his subsequent activities the analogy of the concurtnis of Provi- 
dence is express. In his own view, his strenuous assertion of 
the predetermination in God's purpose of all the acts of saint 
and sinner alike in the matter of salvation, by which the dis- 
crimination of men into saved and lost is carried back to the 
tree counsel of God's will, as little involves violence to the 
ethical spontaneity of their activities on the one side, as on 
the other it involves unrighteousness in God's dealings with His 
creatures. He does not speculatively discuss the methods of 
the Divine providence; but the fact of its universality — over 
all beings and actions alike — forms one of his most primary 
presuppositions ; and naturally he finds no difficulty in postu- 



lating the inclusion in the prior intention of God of what is 
subsequently evolved in the course of His providential govem- 
ment. 

i 

v. The Bible Doctrine op Predestination. 
— A survey of the whole material thus cursorily 
brought before us exhibits the existence of a con- 
sistent Bible doctrine of predestination, which, 
because rooted in, and indeed only a logical out- 
come of, the fundamental Biblical theism, is taught 
in all its essential elements from the beginning of 
the Biblical revelation, and is only more fully un- 
folded in detail as the more developed religious 
consciousness and the course of the history of 
redemption required. 

The subject of the Decree is uniformly conceived 
as God in the fulness of His moral personality. 
It is not to chance, nor to necessity, nor yet to 
an abstract or arbitrary will, — to God acting inad- 
vertently, inconsiderately, or by any necessity of 
nature, — but specifically to the almighty, all-wise, 
all-holy, all-righteous, faithful, loving God, to the 
Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, that 
is ascribed the predetermination of the course of 
events. Naturally, the contemplation of the plan 
in accordance with which all events come to pass 
calls out primarily a sense of the unsearchable 
wisdom of Him who framed it, and of the illimit- 
able power of Him who executes it ; and these 
attributes are accordingly much dwelt ujion when 
the Divine predestination is adverted to. But the 
moral attributes are no less emphasized, and the 
Biblical writers find their comfort continually in 
the assurance that it is the righteous, holy, faith- 
ful, loving God in whose hands rests the determina- 
tion of the sequence of events and all their issues. 
Just because it is the determination of God, and 
represents Him in all His fulness, the decree is 
ever set forth further as in its nature eternal, 
absolute, and immutable. And it is only an ex* 
plication of these qualities when it is further 
insisted upon, as it is throughout the Bible, that 
it is essentially one single composite purpose, into 
which are worked all the details included in it, each 
in its appropriate place ; that it is the pure deter- 
mination of the Divine will— that. is, not to lie 
confounded on the one hand with an act of the 
Divine intellect on which it rests, nor on the other 
with its execution by His power in the works of 
creation and providence ; that it is free and un- 
conditional—that is, not the product of compulsion 
from without nor of nee ■ssity of nature from 
within, nor based or conditioned on any occur- 
rence outside itself, foreseen or unforeseen ; and 
that it is certainly efficacious, or rather constitutes 
the unchanging norm according to which He who 
is the King over all administers His government- 
over the universe. Nor is it to pass beyond the 
necessary implications of the fundamental idea 
when it is further taught, as it is always taught 
throughout the Scriptures, that the object of the 
decree is the whole universe of things and all their 
activities, so that nothing comes to pass, whether 
in the sphere of necessary or free causation, 
whether good or bad, save in accordance with the 
provisions of the primal plan, or more precisely 
save as the outworking in fact of what had lain 
in the Divine mind as purpose from all eternity, 
and is now only unfolded into actuality as the 
fulfilment of His all-determining will. Finally, 
it is equally unvaryingly represented that the 
end which the decreeing God had in view in 
framing His purpose is to be sought not without 
but within Himself, and may be shortly declared 
I as His own praise, or, as we now commonly say, 
I the glory of God. Since it antedates the existence 
I of all things outside of God and provides for 
I their coming into lieing, they all without excep- 
1 tion must be ranked as means to its end, which 
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can be discovered only in the glory of the Divine 
purposer Himself. The whole Bible doctrine of 
the decree revolves, in a word, around the simple 
idea of purpose. Since God is a Person, the very 
mark of His being is purpose. Since He is an 
infinite Person, His purpose is eternal and inde- 
pendent, all-inclusive and effective. Since He is a 
moral Person, His purpose is the perfect exposition 
of all His infinite moral perfections. Since He is 
the personal creator of all that exists, His purpose 
can find its final cause only in Himself. 

Against this general doctrine of the decree, the 
Bible doctrine of Election is thrown out into 
special prominence, being, as it is, only a particular 
application of the general doctrine of the decree to 
the matter of the dealings of God with a sinful 
race. In its fundamental characteristics it there- 
fore partakes of all the elements of the general 
doctrine of the decree. It, too, is necessarily an 
act of God in His completeness as an infinite 
moral Person, and is therefore eternal, absolute, 
immutable — the independent, free, unconditional, 
effective determination by the Divine will of the 
objects of His saving operations. In the develop- 
ment of the idea, however, there are certain 
elements which receive a special stress. There is 
nothing that is more constantly emphasized than 
the absolute sovereignty of the elective choice. 
The very essence of the doctrine is made, indeed, 
to consist in the fact that, in the whole administra- 
tion of His grace, God is moved by no considera- 
tion derived from the special recipients of His 
saving mercy, but the entire account of its distri- 
bution is to be found hidden in the free counsels 
of His own will. That it is not of him that runs, 
nor of him that wills, but of God that shows mercy, 
that the sinner obtains salvation, is the stead- 
fast witness of the whole body of Scripture, urged 
with such reiteration and in' such varied con- 
nexions as to exclude the possibility that there 
may lurk behind the act of election considerations 
of foreseen characters or acta or circumstances — 
all of which appear rather as results of election 
as wrought out in fact by the provident ia special- 
issima of the. electing God. It is with no less 
constancy of emphasis that the roots of the Divine 
election are planted in His unsearchable love, by 
which it appears as the supreme act of grace. Con- 
templation of the general plan of God, including 
in its provisions every event which comes to pass 
in the whole universe of being during all the ages, 
must redound in the first instance to the praise of 
the inlinite wisdom which has devised it all ; or as 
our appreciation of its provisions is deepened, of 
the glorious righteousness by which it is informed. 
Contemplation of the particular element in His pur- 
pose which provides for the rescue of lost sinners 
from the destruction due to their guilt, and their 
restoration to right and to God, on the other hand 
draws our thoughts at once to His inconceivable 
love, and must redound, as the Scriptures delight 
to phrase it, to the praise of His glorious grace. 
It is ever, therefore, specifically to the love of 
God that the Scriptures ascribe His elective decree, 
and they are never weary of raising onr eyes from 
the act itself to its source in the Divine com- 
passion. A similar emphasis is also everywhere 
cast on the particularity of the Divine election. 
So little is it the designation of a mere, class to 
be filled up by undetermined individuals in the 
exercise of their own determination ; or of mere 
conditions, or characters, or qualities, to be fulfilled 
or attained by the undetermined activities of in- 
dividuals, foreseen or unforeseen ; that the Biblical 
writers take special pains to carry home to the 
heart of each individual believer the assurance 
that he himself has l>een from all eternity the 
particular object of the Divine choice, and that 



he owes it to this Divine choice alone that he ia 
a member of the class of the chosen ones, that he 
is able to fulfil the conditions of salvation, that 
he can hope to attain the character on which alone 
God can look with complacency, that he can look 
forward to an eternity of bliss as his own posses- 
sion. It is the very nerve of the Biblical doctrine 
that each individual of that enormous multitude 
that constitutes the great host of the people of 
God, and that is illustrating the character of 
Christ in the new life now lived in the strength 
of the Son of God, has from all eternity been the 
particular object of the Divine regard, and is only 
now fulfilling the high destiny designed for him 
from the foundation of the world. 

The Biblical writers are as far as possible from 
obscuring the doctrine of election because of any 
seemingly unpleasant corollaries that How from 
it. On the contrary, they expressly draw the 
corollaries which have often been so designated, 
and make them a part of their explicit teaching. 
Their doctrine of election, they are free to tell 
us, for example, does certainly involve a corre- 
sponding doctrine of prctcrition. The very term 
adopted in NT to express it— eic\tyotuu, which, 
as Meyer justly says (Eph l 4 ), 'always has, and 
must of logical necessity have, a reference to 
others to whom the chosen would, without the 
fVXoyi), still belong' — embodies a declaration of the 
fact that in their election others are passed by and 
left without the gift of salvation ; the whole pre- 
sentation of the doctrine is such as either to imply 
or openly to assert, on its every emergence, the 
removal of the elect by the pure grace of God, not 
merely from a state of condemnation, but out of the 
company of the condemned — a company on whom 
the grace of God has no saving effect, and who are 
therefore left without hope in their sins ; and the 
positive just reprobation of the impenitent for their 
sins is repeatedly explicitly taught in sharp con- 
trast with the gratuitous salvation of the elect 
despite their sins. But, on the other hand, it is 
ever taught that, as the hotly out of which believers 
are chosen by God's unsearchable grace is the 
mass of justly condemned sinners, so the destruction 
to which those that are passed by are left is the 
righteous recompense of their guilt. Thus the 
discrimination between men in the matter _ of 
eternal destiny is distinctly set forth as taking 
place in the interests of mercy and tor the sake 
of salvation : from the fate which justly hangs 
over all, God is represented as in His infinite 
compassion rescuing those chosen to this end in 
His inscrutable counsels of mercy to the praise 
of the glory of His grace ; while those that are 
left in their sins perish most deservedly, as the 
justice of God demands. And as the broader 
lines of God's gracious dealings with the world 
lying in its iniquity are more and more fully 
drawn for us, we are enabled ultimately to per- 
ceive that the Father of spirits has not distributed 
His elective grace with niggard hand, but from the 
beginning has had in view the restoration to Him- 
self of the whole world ; and through whatever 
slow approaches (as men count slowness) He has 
made thereto — first in the segregation of the Jews 
for the keeping of the service of God alive in the 
midst of an evil world, and then in their rejection 
in order that the fulness of the Gentiles might be 
gathered in, and finally through them Israel in turn 
may all be saved — has ever been conducting the 
world in His loving wisdom and His wise love to 
its destined goal of salvation, — now and again, 
indeed, shutting up this or that element of it unto 
disobedience, but never merely in order that it 
might fall, but that in the end He might have 
mercy upon all. Thus the Biblical writers bid us 
raise our eyes, not only from the justly condemned 
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lost, that we may with deeper feeling contemplate 
the marvels of the Divine love in the saving of 
sinners no better than they and with no greater 
claims on the Divine mercy ; but from the rela- 
tively insignificant body of the lost, as bnt the 
prnnings gathered beneath the branches of the 
olive-tree planted by the Lord's own hand, to fix 
them on the thrifty stock itself and the crown of 
luxuriant leafage and ever more richly ripening 
fruit, as under the loving pruning and grafting of 
the great Husbandman it stows and flourishes and 
puts forth its boughs until it shall shade the whole 
earth. This, according to the Biblical writers, is 
the end of election ; and this is nothing other than 
the salvation of the world. Though in the process 
of the ages the goal is not attained without prim- 
ings and tires of burning, — though all the wild-olive 
twigs are not throughout the centuries grafted in, 
— yet the goal of a saved world shall at the end be 
gloriously realized. Meanwhile, the hope of the 
world, the hope of the Church, and the hope of the 
individual alike, is cast solely on the mercy of a 
freely electing God, in whose hands are all things, 
and not least the care of the advance of His saving 
grace in the world. And it is undeniable that 
whenever, as the years have passed by, the currents 
of religious feeling have run deep, and the higher 
accents of religious thinking have been scaled, it 
has ever been on the free might of Divine grace that 
Christians have been found to cast their nopes for 
the salvation alike of the world, the Church, and 
the individual ; and whenever they have thus 
turned in trust to the pure grace of God, they have 
spontaneously given expression to their faith in 
terms of the Divine election. 
See also Election, Reprobate, Will. 

LrrMATCRB.— The Biblical material can best be surveyed with 
the help of the Lexicons on the terms employed (esp. Cremer), 
the commentaries on the passages, and the sections in the several 
treatises on Biblical Theology dealing with this and cognate 
themes ; among these last, the works of DUlmann on the OT, and 
Holtzmann on the NT, may be especially profitably consulted. 
The Pauline doctrine has, iu particular, been made the subject 
of almost endless discussion, chiefly, it must be confessed, with 
the object of softening its outlines or of explaining it more or 
leas away. Perhaps the following are the more important 
recent treatises : — Poelman, de Jetu Apoitolorumqut, Pauli 
prtetertim, doctrina de prctdestinatume divina tt morali 
hn minis libertate, (iron. 1851 ; Weiss, ' Predestinationslehre 
des Ap. Paul,' in Jahrbb. /. D. TheoL 1867, p. M f . ; Lamping, 
Pauii de pratdftt inatione deerttorurn enarratio, Leov. 1868 ; 
Goens, Le rile de la liberU humaine dans la pridettination 
Paulinienne, Lausanne, 1884 ; Mcnegos, La pridettination dan* 
la Utioiogie Paulinienne, Paris, 1886 ; Dalmer, ' Zur Paulinischen 
Erwahlungslehre,' in Qreifixedlder Studien, Gutersloh, 1896. 
The publication of Karl Miiller's valuable treatise on The 
Gottlxche Zutorertehunp und Erwdhlung, eta (Halle, 1892), 
has called out a new literature on the section Ho 0-11, the 
most important items in which are probably the reprint of 
BeyschUff's Die Pauli nitche Theodieee (1896, first published in 
1868), and Dalmer, Die Erwdhlung Itraelt nach aer Heiltver- 
kundigung de* Ap. Paxil. (Oiitersloh, 1S94), and Kuhl, 'Zur 
Paulinischen Theodieee,' in the Theologitehe Studien, presented 
to B. Weiss (Obttingen, 1897). But of these only Goens recog- 
nizes the double predestination ; even M filler, whose treatise 
is otherwise of the first value, argues against it, and so does 
Dalmer in his very interesting discussions ; the others are still 
less in accordance with their text <cf. the valuable critical 
note on the recent literature in Holtzmann's NT Theologie, 
iL 171-174). 

Discussions of the doctrine of post-Canonical Judaism may 
be found in Hamburger, Real-Eneye. ii. 102 f., art.' Bestimmung ' ; 
Weber, Jiid. Theol. 148 ff., 206 ff.; Schiirer, II J P II. ii. 14 f. (ct. 
p. 2f., where the passages from Josephus are collected); 
Edersheim, Life and Time* of Jtius, L 816 ff., art. ' Philo' in 
Smith and Wace, 383*, and Speak. Com. on Ecclesiasticus, pp. 
14. 16 ; Byle and James, Piatm* of Solomon on 97 and Introd. ; 
Montet, Originee de* parti* taducien et pharitien, 268 f . ; 
Holtzmann, AT Theologie, i. 32. 65 ; P. J. Huller, De Godtleer 
der tniddeleeuwuehe Joden, Oroningen, 1898 ; further literature 
is given in Schiirer.— For post-Canonical Christian discussion, 
see the literature at the end of art. Electiox in the present 
work, vol. i. p. 681. B. B. WARFIELD. 

PREDICTION. — See Prophecy, p. I20f. 

PBE-BXI8TEN CE OF SOULS.-The only hint in 
NT of a belief in the existence of human souls prior 



to birth is in Jn 9 s , where the disciples of Jesus 
put the question, 'Rabbi, who did sin, this mm, 
or his parents, that he should be born blind ! ' The 
prima facie interpretation of this passage certainly 
is that the disciples believed it possible that the 
soul of this man had sinned before the man was 
born. Many commentators, as, e.g., Dr. David 
Brown, hold this to be untenable, because ' the 
Jews did not believe in the pre-existence of souls.' 
If by this is meant that this belief did not form 
part of the older Jewish religion, that would be 
correct, for the tenor of OT teaching is distinctly 
traducian. In Gn 2 7 we are taught that the soul 
of the first man was due to the Divine in-breathing ; 
and Gn 5* tells that * Adam begat a son, after his 
image.' But to affirm that Jews in Christ's time 
did not believe in pre-existence, is simply inaccu- 
rate. The disciples of Jesus had at ail events 
some points of affinity with the Essenes; and 
Josephus expressly states that the Essenes believe 
that the souls of men are immortal, and dwell in 
the subtlest ether, but, being drawn down by 
physical passion, they are united with bodies, as 
it were in prisons (BJ ii. viii. 11). In Wis 8" the 
doctrine is clearly taught : ' A good soul fell to 
my lot : nay rather, being good I came into a body 
that was undefiled.' Philo also believed in a realm 
of incorporeal souls, which may l>e arranged in .two 
ranks : some have descended into mortal bodies 
and been released after a time ; others have main- 
tained their purity, and kept aloft close to the 
ether itself (Drummond, Philo Juda-us, i. 336). In 
the Talmud and Midrash, pre-existence is con- 
stantly taught. The abode of souls is called 
Guph, or the Treasury ("ijpk), where they have 
dwelt since they were created in the beginning. 
The angel Lilith receives instruction from God as 
to which soul shall inhabit each body. The soul 
is taken to heaven and then to hell, and afterwards 
enters the womb and vivifies the fa'tus. (Weber, 
Lehren des Talmud, 204, 217 ff. [Jiid. Theologie auf 
Grund des Talmud', etc. 212, 225 ff.]). 

Whence did Judaism derive a creed so much at 
variance with its earlier faith ! Most probably 
from Plato. There are some scholars, however, 
who find support for the doctrine even in the OT : 
e.g. Job 1" « Naked came I from my mother's 
womb, and naked shall I return thither.' To find 
pre-existence here, one must suppose the mother's 
womb to be the al>ode of souls, and ' I ' to be the 
naked soul. Sir 40' seems to be explaining the 
word 'thither' in Job 1", when it says, 'Great 
travail is created for every man, from ' the day 
they go forth from their mother's womb to the 
day of their return to the mother of all living. 1 
Again, in Ps 139 13-18 some scholars find an account 
of the origin, first, of the body, then of the soul : 
' Thou hast woven me in the womb of my mother. 
My substance was not hid from thee, when I was 
formed in the secret place, when 1 was wrought 
in the deeps of the earth.' Since the doctrine of 

S re-existence is not in the line of Revelation, most 
ivines are reluctant to admit that it is taught in 
these passages. Dr. Davidson on Job l ai says, 
' The words " my mother's womb" must be taken 
literally; and ".return thither" somewhat in- 
exactly, to describe a condition similar to that 
which preceded entrance upon life and light.' And 
as for Ps 139 ,s , Oehler, Dillmann, and Schultz pre- 
fer to interpret it of the formation of the body in 
a place as dark and mysterious as the depths of 
the earth. The passage in Jn 9 s simply represents 
the earlier creed of the disciples. There is no 
evidence that it formed part of their mature 
Christian faith. J. T. Marshall. 

PREPARATION DAY (i, vapao-Ktid,). — In the 
Gospels the day on which Christ died is called ' the 
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Preparation' (Mt 27 M , Mk 15«, Jn 19*'), ' the day 
of (the) Preparation ' (Lk 23 M ), ' the Jews' Prepara- 
tion (day) ' (Jn 19**), 'the Preparation of the pass- 
over ' (Jn 19"). In Mk and Lk it is further deiined 
by the clauses, ' that is, the day before the Sabbath ' 
(xpoad^fiaTOP), and 'the Sabbath drew on.' 'The 
Preparation' therefore appears to have been the 
regular name for the sixth day of the week as 
' Sabbath ' was for the seventh. This is confirmed 
by Jos. (Ant. XVI. vi. 2), where it is said that 
Augustus relieved the Jews from certain legal 
duties on the Sabbath and on 'the Preparation 
which preceded it from the ninth hour.' In 
J tli 8 s mention is made of xpoadfijiaTa as well as 
ff&ppara, and also of T-pwovpyviat (day preceding 
the festival of new moon); cf. also the LXX in 
Ps 92 (93) title : els rij* ypipay rov rpojaftSdrou. In 
the Talm. also the sixth day is called t^tary, 
(evening), and the same word is used in the Syriac 
Gospels (drubhtd) ; while, in ecclesiastical writers 
beginning with the Teaching of the Apostles (viii.), 
ira/xNTxeinj is the regular name for Friday, as it still 
is in modern Greek. Tiie title naturally arose 
from the need of preparing food, etc., for the 
Sabbath (see Sabbath). It was apparently applied 
first to the afternoon of the sixth day and after- 
wards to the whole day. 

The phraseology in Jn 19" (' it was the Prepara- 
tion of the Passover') is, however, held by many 
expositors to indicate that by this term St. John 
meant the preparation for the paschal feast, i.e. 
Nisan 14. Some conclude that he used the term 
differently from the Synoptists, and as equivalent 
to the rabbinic np*n a-jj; (passover-eve) ; this being 
part of the alleged difference between him and 
them as to the date of Christ's death. Westcott 
(Introd. to Gosp. 1875, p. 339), on the other hand, 
argues that the Synoptists also meant ' preparation 
for the passover.' But the latter view forces their 
language, and St. John's phrase may properly 
mean ' the Preparation (day) of the paschal feast,' 
i.e. the Friday of passover-week. This is made the 
more probable by the Synoptists' use of it, and by 
its appearance, as the name for Friday, in so early 
a work as The Teaching of the Apostles. Ita use in 
Jn 19 s1 * *• also best accords with this interpretation. 

G. T. Puhves. 

PRESBYTER.— See Bishop, Ciiurcu Govern- 
ment, and following article. 

PRESBYTERY (trpea^rripiov).— The Gr. word is 
used in NT for the Jewish Sanhedrin (Lk 22**, Ac 
22'). Sec Sanhkdkiw It also occurs once where 
the connexion shows that it refers to the body of 
ciders in a church, Timothy receiving a spiritual 
gift through the imposition of the hands of the 
presbytery (1 Ti 4' 4 ). This implies a certain cor- 
porate unity in the collective action of the elders. 
Wherever the eldership appears in NT there is a 
plurality of elders. We have no means of dis- 
covering how many there were in each presbytery. 
The only numerical reference to the subject in lS'T is 
descriptive of the heavenly presbytery (Rov 4 4 etc. ), 
where the number ' twenty - four ' is evidently 
mystical, referring perhaps* to the double of the 
' twelve,' which is drawn trom the twelve tribes of 
Israel, or the twelve patriarchs 'together with the 
twelve apostles, or to tiie twenty-four courses of the 
priests (Simcox, lle-v. p. 31). Probably the number 
would vary according to the size of, the church, as 
the number of elders in a synagogue varied accord- 
ing to the population of Jews in its locality. 

We have no evidence that in the earliest times 
there Mas a presbytery in every church. The 
references to discipline in Komaus, Galatians, and 
esp. in 1 and 2 Corinthians, rIiow that if presby- 
teries existed in the churches addressed they were 
not very promineut or powerful. The silence of 



St. Paul on the subject suggests the inference that 
at Corinth, at all events, and possibly also else- 
where, no presbytery had yet been formed. On 
the South-Galatian theory, however, Ac 14 a would 
indicate that there must have been elders in the 
churches to which the Ep. to Gal. was sent. At 
first the presbytery was almost, if not entirely, con- 
fined to Jewish churches (Hatch in Diet. Chr. Ant. 
art ' Priest,' p. 1699 f.). Still the title jrpeafSirrepos 
and the organization of local government in Gr. 
cities, still more the use of this title in religious 
guilds, must have prepared for the acceptance of a 
presbytery in Gentile circles of Christians (Liming, 
Die Gemeindeverfassung, p. 9). Even among the 
Jews, however, it does not appear that there were 
elders in connexion with every synagogue (Schiirer, 
HJP II. ii. 27). It is reasonable, therefore, to con- 
clude that at first the organization of a presbytery 
proceeded more rapidly in some churches than in 
others. 

In teaching, of course, the presbyters would have 
acted separately according to their individual gifts 
and opportunities. It would be in government and 
discipline that the corporate presbytery discharged 
its principal functions. These appear to have been 
the chief functions of the presbyters, as they are 
the most frequently referred to. It was not every 
elder who undertook the work of teaching (I Ii 
5 17 ) ; but there is no indication that any of the 
elders were excepted from the duty of ruling. The 
function of exercising a general oversight of their 
church is implied in the use of the words evtffKoreui 
(1 P 5 lff ) and (•■wurKox-fi (Clem. Rom. 1st Ep. xliv. 1) 
for the duties of elders. At Jerusalem the pres- 
bytery served as a board of church finance, the 
contributions for the poor being delivered into 
the hands 'of the elders' (Ac ll w ). These elders 
acted jointly at the ' Jerusalem council,' where 
they appear associated with the apostles — 'the 
apostles and the elders, with the wnole church' 
(Ac 15' a ). The reference to the ordination of 
Timothy shows that in performing that function 
the elders acted in concert ( 1 Ti 4"). The analogy 
of the synagogue would suggest that in the dis- 
charge of their administrative and judicial functions 
the presbyters were united into a council, corre- 
sponding to the local Jewish owthpiov. We have 
no account of the way in which they came to a 
decision. The precedent of the Sanhedrin Mould 
suggest that they M'ould discuss questions and 
decide by vote. 1 here is no indication that there 
was ever a serious discord in a presbytery during 
NT times. The question of the presidentship in 
the primitive presbytery is most obscure. St. 
James is president of the church at Jerusalem ; 
but his case is altogether exceptional. As the 
brother of Jesus, he seems to have had a personal 
pre-eminence given to him. It does not appear 
that he m-os a presbyter. No similar pre-eminence 
is seen in any other church. The aj>ostles, when 
they visit a church, naturally take the lead. But 
that is only temporary. The emergence of one 
elder over the head or his brethren with the ex- 
clusive use of the name ' bishop,' which M as 
previously given to a plurality, if not to the whole, 
of the elders, is not found in NT, nor does it 
appear before the 2nd cent. In the NT the pres- 
bytery seems to consist of a body of elders of 
equal rank. See BISHOP, CHURCH, CHURCH 
Government, Elder. W. F. Adeney. 



PRE8ENT.— See Gift. 



PRESENTLY in AV always means 'at once' 
instead of, as now, "soon, but not at once.' It 
occurs in 1 S 2' 9 (0V5, AVm 'as on the day,' RVm 
'first'); Pr 12" (0V3, AVm 'in that day,' RVm 
•openly'); Sir 9 13 (no Greek, KV omits); Mt 21" 
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{rapaxpvtxa, RV ' immediately ') ; 26 M (icapaaHpei 
fun, AV * will presently give me,' RV * will even 
now send me ') ; Ph 2" (ffairnjj, RV ' f^hwith '). 
In the same sense it is used also in the Preface to 
AV, as ' Neither were we barred or hindered from 

Siing over it again, having once done it, like Saint 
ierome, if that be true which himself reporteth, 
that he could no sooner write anything, but 
presently it was caught from him and published, 
and he could not have leave to mend it.' Cf. 
Fuller, Holy Warre, 178, 'The Dominicanes and 
Franciscanes . . . were no sooner hatched in the 
world, but presently chirped in the pulpits ' ; and 
Holy State, 14, ' Base is their nature who . . . will 
let go none of their goods, as if it presaged their 
speedy death ; whereas it doth not follow that he 
that puts off his cloke must presently go to bed.' 

J. Hastings. 
PSE8IDENT occurs in EV only in Dn 6 s - «■ *■ «■ 7 , 
as tr» of "po (only in plur. pj-jp, emphat. *',7)V), 
which is probably a loanword from some Persian 
derivative of sar ' head,' and thus=' chief ' (Prince, 
Dan. p. 234). Daniel is said to have been one of 
the three ' presidents ' who were set by Darius over 
the 120 satraps of his empire. Theod. renders in 
the above passage by raxTtKol except in v. 7 , where 
he has arparnyol LXX by ijyovfiepoi in v. s , where 
alone the terra is directly translated. 

PRESS (foXo*) »8 used for a crowd in Mk 2* 5 s7 - *°, 
Lk 8» 19» ; RV always ' crowd.' Cf. Jn 5", Tind., 
' Iesus had gotten him selfe awaye, because that 
ther was preace of people in the place'; Elyot, 
Governour, ii. 292, 'Such noble courage was in 
great kynge Alexander, that in hys warres agayne 
Darius, he was sene of all hys people lightynge 
in the prease of his enemyes bare heded'; and 
Spenser, FQ L iii. 3— 

' Yet she most faithful! ladle all this while 
Forsaken, wofull, solitarie mayd, 
Far from all peoples preace, as in exile, 
In wildernesse and wastfull deserts strayd, 
To seeke her knight' 

The verb to press is used in the same sense: 
Gn 19" ' They pressed sore upon the man, even Lot, 
and came near to break the door ' (e>'X3 vcft)-. ; but 
in v.» A V ' press upon,' RV 1 urge,' and in 33" AV 
and RV ' urge,' the same word is used figuratively) ; 
2 Mac 14" * Be careful for . . . our nation which 
is pressed on every side' (roO ■weptCo-Tanivov yivovt 
, vft&v, RV ' our race, which is surrounded by foes,' 
RVm ' is hardly Instead ') ; Mk 3 10 ' Insomuch that 
they pressed upon him for to touch him' (Sxrre 
iwtwlwretw airr$, AVm 'rushed upon him,' RVm 
•fell upon him'); Lk 5 1 'As the people pressed 
upon him to hear the word of God ' (iv rdv AxXor 
iwucettrdat aim?) ; 8* ' The multitude throng thee 
and press thee ' {ol 6x\<* awtxowi <re koI axoOXlBovai, 
RV 'the multitudes press thee and crush thee'). 
From this it is easy to pass to the sense of urgent 
endeavour, as Lk 16 1S ' Since that time the king- 
dom of God is preached, and every man pressetn 
into it' (*•£» tl% airrty /Sidfcrai, RV 'every man 
entereth violently into it'); and Ph 3 M 'l press 
toward the mark' (xarit o-Korbr SiAku, RV 'I press 
on toward the goal'). In Ac 18* we have an 
application of the same meaning, but more figura- 
tive : ' Paul was pressed in the spirit and testified ' 
(ovrefxero T V wwtfjuaTi, edd. tQ \oyif, RV ' was con- 
strained by the word'). Cf. Lv 21" Tind. 'No 
man of thi seed in their generations that hath 
any deformvte apon him, shall prese for to offer 
the bred of his God'; Lk 14 7 Tind. ' He put forthe 
a similitude to the gestes, when he marked how 
they pressed to the hyest roumes'; Holland, Mar- 
ctlhnus, p. 70 (ed. 1609), ' Whiles the barbarous 
enemies preassed on all in plumpes and heapes.' 

J. Hastings. 

vol. iv.— 5 



PRESS, PRE S8F AT.— See Fat and Wine. 

PREVENT. — This word is more frequently used 
in AV than in any previous version. It does not 
occur in Wyclif, ana in Tindale but rarely. The 
AV was translated at the time of its greatest 
popularity. Its meaning is, after the Lat. prat- 
venire and the Fr. pHvenir, 'to be before, 'to 
anticipate.' Very often the word has practically 
the opposite of its modern meaning. In a note to 
Jn 3 1 * the Rhemish translators say, ' The obstinate 
Heretike is condemned by his owne judgement, 
preventing in him self, of his owne free wil, the 
sentence both of Christ and of the Church.' The 
Heb. verb so translated in AV is always [mp], 
chiefly in the Piel, twice (Job 41", Am 9 W ) in the 
HiphU. The Greek verbs are <t>B6.v<* ( Wis 4 7 6" 16» 
1 Th 4 16 ), or xpwpOivu (1 Mac 10 23 , Mt 17 s8 ), and 
once xpo*oToXo/i/3d» , w ( 1 Mac 6 s7 ). 

1. To be before, anticipate: Ps 88 u 'In the 
morning shall my prayer prevent thee' (LXX 
irpotpddfftt at, Vulg. prccveniet te, Cov. ' cometh my 
prayer before thee,' Perowne 'cometh to meet 
thee,' RV as Cov. 'shall come before thee'); 
II9147. its « J prevented the dawning of the morning 
and cried ' . . . ' mine eyes prevent the night 
watches' (LXX itpot<p0ac6.¥ pe . . . irpot<p8aaa.v ol 
6<pda\fiol fxov, Vulg. praveni in maturitate . . . 
prozvenerunt oculi mei, Purvey 'I befor cam in 
ripenesse . . . myn eyen befor camen to thee ful 
eerli,' Cov. ' Early in the mornynge do I crie unto 
the . . . myne eyes prevente the night watches,' 
Cheyne * I forestalled the daylight and cried for 
help . . . mine eyes outgo the night watches,' 
de Witt ' I am up before dawn . . . mine eyes 
forestall every watch in the night'); Wis 4 7 
'Though the righteous be prevented with death, 
yet shall he be in rest' <pd6.oy rtXtiTijffai, Vulg. 
si morte prasoccupatus fuerit, Cov. ' be overtaken 
with death,' Gen. ' be prevented with death,' RV 
' though he die before his time ') ; 6" * She [Wisdom] 
preventeth them that desire her, in making herself 
first known unto them' (00dm roin iwiffvfiourrat 
•wpoypuaOrivtu, Vulg. Praoccupat qui se concupiscunt, 
ut illis se prior ostendat, Cov. 'She preventeth 
them that desyre her,' RV ' She forestalleth them 
that desire to know her') ; 16 5 * ' We must prevent 
the sun to give thee t hanks ' {Btt <p$dvtw rbv jj\iov, 
Vulg. oportet pr<evenire solem, Gen. 'We oght 
to prevente the sunne rising to give thankes 
unto thee,' RV ' We must rise before the sun to 
give thee thanks'); Mt 17 s8 'When he was come 
into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What 
thinkest thou, Simon ? ' {irpo4^>6aaty aMr 6 'lijaous, 
Vulg. prtevenit cum Iesus, Wye. 'Jhesus came 
bifore hym,' Tind. ' Iesus spake fyrst to him,' Cov. 
' Iesus prevented him,' RV as Tind. 'Jesus spake 
first to him ') ; 1 Th 4 1S ' We which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not 
prevent them which are asleep' (Srt . . . 06 firj 
tpOdewtitv roiit K0i[ii)6(prai, Vulg. non prcevenienvus 
eos qui dormierunt, Wye. ' schulen not come bifore 
hem that slepten,' Tind. 'shall not come yerre 
they which slepe,' Gen. 'shal not prevent them 
which slepe ' ; RV ' shall in no wise precede them 
that are fallen asleep '). 

The following quotations illustrate this first meaning : — 
Udall, Eraimur Paraphrate, fol. vii., 'the Gentries that 
wer far of do prevente the Jcwes which wer thought to be next 
unto God' ; Hall, Contemplation*, ii. 122, ' When he was upon 
the sea of Tiberius . . . they followed him so fast on foot that 
they prevented his landing' ; North's fiutareh, 879, ' The con- 
spirators, having prevented this danger, saved themselves ' ; 
Mk 148 Khem. 'She hath prevented to anoint my body to the 
burial ' ; Milton, Hymn on the A'ativity— 

' See how from far upon the eastern rode 
The star-led Wizards haste with Odours sweet ■ 
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode, 
And lay it lowly at his blessed feet : 
Have thou the honour first thy Lord to greet.' 
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2. To anticipate for one's good: Job 41" 'Who 
hath prevented me that I should repay him?' 
(dW. *»^i?n '?,* Vulg. Quis ante dedxt mihi ut 
reddam ei?, Cov. 1 Who hath geven me eny thynge 
afore hande, that I am bounde to rewarde him 
agayne ? ' RV ' Who hath first given unto me, that 

1 should repay him!') ; Ps 21* 'Thou preventest 
him with the blessings of goodness' (LXX Tpoitp- 
dacras avrdv iv tvXoylais xPV°' TaT V TOt > Vulg. pravenisti 
eum in brnedictionibus dulcedinis; Wye. 'thou 
wentist beforn him in blessingus of sweetnesse,' 
Cov. ' thou hast prevented him with liberal! bless- 
inges ') ; 59 10 ' The God of my mercy shall prevent 
me' (LXX 6 0t5s fiov, rb fKtos avroO irpod>9io-et ue, 
Vulg. Deus meus, misericordia ejus pratveniet me, 
Gen. ' My merciful God will prevent me ' ; Perowne, 
' My Goa with his loving kindness shall come to 
meet me ') ; 79 s ' Let thy tender mercies speedily 
prevent us' (LXX raxv irpoKaraXapirwo-av i/nat ol 
oiKTftpfwL <rov, Vulg. cito anttcipient nos misericordite 
sua, Gen. ' Make haste and let thy tender mercies 
prevent us,' de Witt ' Let thy mercies with speed 
come to meet us'); Is 21" 'They prevented with 
their bread him that fled' (LXX Aprots a-vram-are 
roTs fetiyowriv, Vulg. cum panibus occurrite fugienti, 
Wye. ' With loeves agencometh to the fleende,' 
Purvey ' Renne ye with looves to hyin that fleeth ' ; 
Cov. * Meet those with bread that are fled,' Gen. 
' Prevent him that fleeth with his bread,' Cheyne 
' With his bread meet the fugitive,' Skinner ' Meet 
the fugitive with bread [suitable] for him ' ; RV 
' The inhabitants of Tema did meet the fugitives 
with their bread' [so Dt 23* A V itself for same Heb.]). 

Illustrations of this meaning are : 

Pr. Bk. (1649) End of Communion, ' Prevent us, O Lord, in 
all our doings with thy most gracious favour'; Art. X. 'We 
have no power to do good workes pleasaunt and acceptable to 
God, without the grace of Ood by Christe preventyng us'; 
Archbishop Hamilton's Catechism, fol. xvii, 'We prevenit nocht 
Ood with our lufe, luffand him first, bot he prevenit us first 
with his lufe ' ; Udall. Erasmus' Paraphrase, fol. xcvii, ' Whereas 
the gospel 1 of my death shall bee preached throughout all the 
worlde, this woman also shall be mentioned, wniche, with a 
godly and an holy duety hath prevented my sepulture and 
buriall ' ; Hall, Worki, 468, ' He whose eoodnesse is wont to 

K event our desires will not give denialls to our importunities' ; 
> 12"> Rhem. ' With honour preventing one another.' 

3. To get before or forestall so as to hinder: 

2 S 22 s || Ps 18* « The snares of death provented 
me' (LXX xpoe^daffdv p.e o-K\r)p!rrrrrei [Ps 18 5 myites] 
Oavarov, Vulg. preevenerunt [Ps 18" pratoccupaver- 
unt] me laquei mortis. Wye. ' There wenten before 
me the gnaris of deth,' Dou. ' The snares of death 
have prevented me,' RV 'The snares of death 
came upon me ') ; 22" || Ps 18 18 ' Thev prevented 
me in the day of my calamity ' (LXX rpoitpOaodv 
ue rinepat OXtyetij uov [Ps 18 18 tv iifUpa Kaxdxreun nov], 
Vulg. Pr&venit [Ps 18 18 prweencrunt] me in die 
afflictionis mere, Cov. in Ps 18' 8 'They prevented 
me in the tyme of my trouble,' Cheyne [' Parch- 
ment' ed.] 'They surprised me in the day of my 
calamity,' RV ' They came upon me in the day of 
my calamity'); Job 3 IJ 'Why did the knees 
prevent me!' (LXX Tva rl Si ffvyJimjo-dr uoi to, 
yivara ; Vulg. Quare exceptus genibus? Gen. ' Why 
did the knees prevent me!' RV 'Why did the 
knees receive me!'); 30 37 'The days of affliction 
prevented me ' (LXX TrpoitpOao-d* ue 'fiuipai irr«xfa», 
Vulg. prarvenerunt me dies afflictionis, Cov. ' The 
dayes of my trouble are come upon me,' Dou. 
' The dayes of affliction have prevented me,' 
RV ' Days of affliction are come upon me'); Am 
9 10 'The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us' 
(LXX oil fir) iyylari odit ui] ytvijrai 4<f> quas ra Kami, 
Vulg. non venict super nos malum. Driver 'come 
in front about us') ; 1 Mac 6" ' If thou dost not 
prevent them quickly, they will do greater things 

•The LXX is different, rU ktrirririrmi ft* ui i/»»uih7| 8t. 
Paul therefore is nearer to the Heb. than to the LXX in Ro 11^ 



than these ' (ias> u)i r/xMtaraXd/Sp airroOs, Vulg. Nisi 
prteveneris eos, Cov. 'If thou dost not prevent 
them,' RV ' If ye are not beforehand with them ') ; 
10" 'What have we done that Alexander hath 
prevented us in making amity with the Jews to 
strengthen himself!' (wpoi<pdaKtp i)uai, Vulg. pros- 
occupavit nos, Cov. 'hatn prevented us,' RV 'hath 
been beforehand with us ) ; 2 Mac 14 sl 1 Knowing 
that he was notably prevented by Judas' policy 
(Art yevvalus Orb rod Apopin io~rpaT-fryTrrai, Vulg. 
fortiter se a viro praventum, Cov. ' When he 
knewe that Machabeus had manfully prevented 
him,' RV ' When he became aware that he 
had been bravely defeated by the stratagem of 
Judas'). 

Take the following as illustrations : 

Fuller, Holy Warn, 214, ' Was he old? let him make the more 
speed, lest envious death should prevent him of this occasion of 
honour'; Holy State, 164, 'Expect not, but prevent their 
craving of thee'; Adams, Exposition upon tnd Peter, 65, 
'8alan f s employment is prevented, when he finds thee well 
employed before he comes ' ; Knox, Work*, ill. 319, ' Peter was 
svnckinge downe, and loked for no other thyng but present 
death, and yet the hande of Christe prevented hym' ; Hilton, 
Sonnett — 

' Doth Ood exact day-labour, light denied? 
I fondly ask. But Patience, to prevent 
That murmur, soon replies, God doth not need 
Either man's work or his own gifts.' 

J. Hastings. 

PREY.— Prey, from Lat. procda, booty (perhanH 
from pra-hendo, to seize beforehand), through Old 
Fr. praie, prcie, is now narrower in meaning than, 
formerly. In AV it includes booty or spoil. Heb. 
words properly denoting a wild beast's prey are 
(1) tereph, from lip to tear, to rend (the 
verb itself is tr. 'prey' in Ps 17 ,a 'Like as a 
lion that is greedy of his prey,' i 1 *^ AVm 
' that desireth to ravin,' Cheyne ' longing to tear 
in pieces '). Tereph is tr. ' prey ' in Gn 49 s , Nu 23**, 
Job 4" 24 s (RV 'meat'), Ps 76* 104 21 124 8 , Is 5 s * 
31«, Ezk 19 s - 6 22 33 " 17 , Am 3*. Nah 2 ls -» 3 1 . This 
is also the proper meaning of (2) tyn hetheph (from 
[509] to seize), and it is so tr. in its only occurrence, 
Pr 23* 'She also lieth in wait as for a prey,' 
AVm 'as a robber,' which is the RV text, RVm 
'as for a prey.' Also (3) ill 'ad (from aij to 
attack ?), means ' prey,' and is so tr. in Gn 49", 
la 33 s0 , Zeph 3 8 , its only occurrences (against the 
view of Hitzig and others that it is ifi in this 
sense that appears in ilT^ of Is 9 s < a >, see Dill- 
mann, ad loc. ). And (4) 'okliel, which means 
'food,' is legitimately tr. 'prey' in Job 9 s8 38*. 
But all the remaining words mean booty or spoil 
taken in war or snatched as one's share. The 
chief word is jj bnz (from tj? to plunder, take 
as spoil ; the verb itself is rendered ' take for 
a prey' in Dt 2» 3 7 , Jos 8 2 S7 11", Est 3" 8"; 
' make a prey ' in Ezk 26' 3 ; and ' prey upon ' in 
Jer 30 18 ). A late form of baz, nj?, is tr. 'prey' in 
Neh 4* ('give them for a prey,' RV 'give them 
up to spoiling,' Anier. RV 'for a spoil'), Est 9 11 - 18 
(RV ' spoil '), Dn 1 l M (so RV). The common word 
S^r/ *A«ici/(fiom to plunder, the Hithpolel is tr 4 
' make oneself a prey ' in Is 59 15 ), which over sixty 
times is rendered 'spoil,' is tr 4 'prey' in Jg 5*""" 
8 s * * (RV 'spoil'), Is 10 s (RV 'spoiP), Jer 21 9 38 s 
39 18 45 s (so RV). The only remaining word is nSp'-? 
malkoah, which simply means something captured 
(from np^> to take), which is given as ' prey' in AV 
and RV in Nu 31 11 Is 49 s4 - in Nu 31 a 

AV gives ' booty,' RV ' prey.' 

For prey meaning booty cf. Merlin (in Early 
Eng. Text. Soc. ), ii. 152, ' bo thei entred in to the 
londe, and toke many prayes, and brent townes 
and vilages, and distreyed all the contrees'; 
Chapman, Iliads, ii. 205— 

' Come, fly 

Home with our ships ; leave this man here to perish 
with his preys ; 
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and Shaks. II Henry VI. IV. iv. 51— 

' The rascal people, thirsting after prey, 
Join with the traitor, and they jointly 
To spoil the city and your royal court.' 

J. Hastings. 
PRICE (from Lat. pretium, worth, value, through 
Old Fr. pris, preis) means in AV the worth of a 
person or thing in the widest sense, and not in 
money only. See especially Mt 13** 'When he 
had found one pearl of great price ' (Ira woKtrtfUP 
napyaplrrty), and IPS 4 'the ornament of a meek 
and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of 
great price ' (ToXi/reWt ). Cf. Chaucer, Sir Thopas, 
185, 'Men speke of romances of prys'; He 13* 
Tind. 'Let wedlocke be had in pryce in all 
poyntea.' 

fhe verb to price (spelt 'prise') occurs in Zee 
11" ' A goodly price that I was prised at of them.' 
Cf. Mt 27» Rh em. 'They tooke the thirtie pieces 
of silver, the price of the priced, whom they did 
price of the children of Israel.' J. Hastings. 

PRICK.— See Goad in vol. ii. 194". 

PRIESTS AND LEYITE8. — • 

1. The names kohen and Uwi. 

2. The priesthood in the earliest times. 

3. The priesthood from David to Josiah. 

4. The priesthood according to Deuteronomy. 

6. The priesthood from Josiah's reform to the Exile. 

6. The priesthood in Ezekiel's 8t*te of the future. 

7. The priesthood from Ezekiel to Ezra. 

8. The priesthood according to the law contained in the 

■ Priestly Writing." 

a. The priests in the Law of Holiness and in par- 

ticular tdrdth. 

b. The Aaronite priests. 
C The high priest. 

d. The Levites. 

c. The serving women. 

f. The revenues of the priests and Levites. 

g. The dote of the pnestly system in the 'Priestly 

Writing.' 

9. The priesthood from Exra to the Chronicler. 
10. The priesthood after OT times. 

a. Priests and Levites. 

b. The revenues of the priests and Levites. 
0. The duties and offices of the priests. 

Literature. 

[Throughout this article the abbreviation Oaek., when not 
preceded by an author's name, stands for Baudissin's OeMchiehte 
ie» alttett. PrietterthumM, Leipzig, 1889. Whenever a citation 
consists simply of an author's name and the number of a page, 
the reference is to that work of his whose title will be found 
in the Literature at the end of the article.] 

1. The Names KOhBs and LEwt.— The name 
for ' priest ' in the OT is kohen (l"3). The same 
word (jna) is met with in Phoenician inscriptions as 
the official name of the priest, as well as the 
feminine form ium. The corresponding word in 
Arabic, Ic&hin, is employed to designate the sooth- 
sayer. It is per se quite conceivable that the 
priests of the Hebrews were originally soothsayers 
(Stade, GVI, Bd. i., Berlin, 1887, p. 471 ; cf. 
Kuenen, De Godsdienst van Israel, Bd. 1., Haarlem, 
1869, p. 101). There are, certainly, no traces in 
the OT of ecstatic conditions on the part of the 
priests, but one of their most important functions 
in the earlier history of Israel was the giving of 
oracles by means of the lot. A reference to this is 
to be discovered in the Urim and Thummim which 
are described as still present in the dress of the 
high priest. But the Arabic usage is not decisive 
for the original meaning of the word kohtn ; the 
sense borne by Ic&hin may be secondary, for the 
Arabs borrowed largely, in matters connected 
with the cultus, from the Israelites (so also Van 
Hoonacker, Sacerdoee, etc. p. 235 f . ). The ecstatic 
form of prophecy appears in the OT coupled with 
priestly functions only in the story of the youth of 
Samuel, to whom God speaks in a revelation, while 
he is officiating as priest at the sanctuary (1 S 
S 4 *-). This unusual coupling of the priestly and 



the prophetic office may be due in this instance to 
the combination of two conceptions of the person 
of Samuel : one of which thought of him, as is the 
case for the most part in the story of his youth, as 
priest ; whereas the other, which alone has sur- 
vived in the narratives relating to his later 
activity, thought of him as prophet. 

The root meaning of the word kohen does not 
appear to speak in favour of its being a designa- 
tion of the ' seer.' Derived from a verb kahan, 
probably equivalent in meaning to kCtn ' stand,' 
kohen will be explained most simply as ' he that 
stands.' In other instances, too, the expression 
' stand (icy) before Jahweh ' is used of the priestly 
office, especially of the service at the altar which 
the priest performs standing. This last, then, is 
perhaps what is referred to also in the name 
kohen, which will then designate the priest as 
offerer, or, since ' stand before one ' is said of 
service in general, as servant of the deity. This 
general conception deserves the preference, because 
in ancient times it is not the ottering of sacrifice 
but other functions that appear as the special 
duty of the priests. The sense of 'servant' is 
obtained for kohen also by Hitzig (on Is 61 w ), who 
connects the word with the Pi'el kihen (Is 61 10 = 
pjn ' make ready ' ; elsewhere, indeed, kihen is a 
derivative from kohen [see Ewald, Heb. Sprache, 
§ 120e]), to which he assigns the sense ' par -are, 
aptare, and then ministrare.' 

The word kimdrim (d*ti??) is used in the OT only 
of heathen priests. It answers to the word "C3 
found in Aramaic inscriptions, Syr. klimrd ' priest,' 
and hence in the OT is manifestly a word bor- 
rowed along with their idolatry from the Ara- 
maeans. 

In Deuteronomy the priests are called ' Levite 
priests ' (DT$JJ D'jqan), and already in a very ancient 
narrative in the Bk. of Judges (chs. 17 f.) we find 
a ' Levite' (l!?) regarded as Slaving a special call to 
priestly functions. In like manner the Jehovistic 
book of the Pentateuch (JE) contains a tradition, 
according to which Moses assigned priestly rights 
to the 'sons of Levi' (Ex 32*"* [whether 32 SMf - 
belonged to the original Jehovistic book has, 
indeed, been doubted by Kuenen, De boeken de* 
ouden varbonds*, Leiden, 188711'., § 13, note 21]; 
cf. Jos 13 14 -» 18 7 , see Gesvh. p. 100 f.). In the 
prophetical writings the name ' Levites ' occurs 
for the first time in the Bk. of Jeremiah (33 17ff - 
' Levite priests ' ciVn in a section which is 

wanting in the LXX, and is pretty certainly not 
the work of Jeremiah, but, judging from v. 2 *, was 
probably composed by an exile in Babylon. 
During the Exile the term ' Levites ' is wit- 
nessed to by Ezekiel. But, in view of Jg 17 f., 
there can be no doubt of the higher antiquity of 
the term, even apart from the passages cited 
above, regarding which doubts have oeen expressed 
whether they belong to the pre - Deuteronomic 
elements of the Jehovistic book. The Bk. of Dt 
presupposes the name as generally current, and 
Dt 33, in which (vv. a - u ) Levi is represented as 
holder of the priesthood, dates to all appearance 
from a period prior to the Fall of Samaria. 

The view of the author of the Deuteronomic law 
(18 1 ), as well as that expressed in the Blessing of 
Moses (Dt 33 8 " n )> and in the tradition embodied in 
the ' Priestly Writing ' of the Pentateuch (also in 
Jos 13"- 83 [J E?]), is that the term 'Levites' indi- 
cates that the priests belong to a tribe of Levi. 
The origin of this priestly designation and this 
tribal name is obscure. The Blessing of Jacob, 
which as a whole is not earlier than the mon- 
archical period, presupposes a tribe of Levi without 
any allusion to its call to priestly functions (Gn 
49 i - 7 ). On the other hand, the OT contains certsin 
indications which appear to presuppose that the 
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word lewt was once regarded as the official name of 
the priest. In the Jehovistic book Aaron as dis- 
tinguished from Moses is called 'the Levite' (Ex 
4"), although the two are conceived of as brothers. 
In this passage there is certainly no reason to 
pronounce (with Nowack, p. 90) the designation 
an interpolation introduced under the influence of 
the Priests' Code, for such an influence would have 
led to Aaron's being called, not ' the Levite,' but 
' the priest.' The Levite who figures in Jg 17 f. is 
of the tribe of Judah, and hence, apparently, does 
not belong to a special tribe of Levi, unless per- 
h aps he belonged to J udah merely as a settler, as 
appears to be the interpretation adopted in what 
should probably be pronounced a gloss, namely, 
17 7 (cf., nowever, Gesch. p. 184 f.). In any case, it 
is conceivable that the word lewt was originally an 
official name, and only came afterwards to be 
treated as the patronymic for the particular family 
or guild which was considered to nave been called 
to priestly service. At all events the coincidence 
of a tribal name with the priestly designation 
cannot be accidental, and accordingly one may 
not assume on the ground of Gn 49 40 ^ that there 
was a tribe of Levi which afterwards disappeared, 
and that the Levitical priests have no connexion 
with it. 

If the word lewt was once an official name, then 
it might be possible that a reminiscence of this 
original sense has survived in an explanation of 
the word found in the Priests' Code (Nu 18 1 - *), 
although in itself this explanation is nothing more 
than a word - play. According to this passage, 
those who belong to the tribe of Levi are to 
attach themselves (yillawH, nilicii) to Aaron, for 
the service of the tabernacle. The word lewt is, 
as a matter of fact, probably to be derived from 
Idwdh, 'to twine, to attach' oneself,' and might 
perhaps be used to designate an escort ' attaching 
itself, such as the troop that escorted the wander- 
ing sanctuary of the nomad period of Israel's history 
(so Gesch. p. 73 f., following others, especially de 
Lagarde). The word would thus be not strictly a 
designation of the priest, but of a body from which 
by preference the priests were chosen. Since a 
special body with a genealogical connexion had 
presumably to be conceived of as set apart for the 
above-named duty of escorting the ark, it might 
happen in the end that lewi was taken as the 
tribal name of this body. 

This explanation of the word lewt as an official 
name, finds, however, no certain support in the 
history that has come down to us, and it must 
always remain a difficulty to conceive of an 
alleged tribal name having originated from an 
official name, especially as in Gn 49* we have a 
view of the tribe of Levi presented in which there 
is no allusion to its being a priestly tribe. For 
this reason also it is not likely that lewt is the 
name for foreigners, say Egyptians, who had 
| attached ' themselves to the Hebrews (so, follow- 
ing others, Kenan, Hist, du peuple if Israel, 
vol. i., Paris, 1887, p. 149 f., who makes Levi = 
inqirilinus; see, further, on this point, Gesch. 
p. 70 f.). Besides, the view that the Levites were 
originally non-Israelites is extremely improbable, 
for the reason that Moses, the deliverer of Israel, 
who is reckoned to the tribe of Levi, was certainly 
a Hebrew. Moreover, Levi, the father of the 
tribe, is represented as son of one of those two 
wives of Jacob whose birth was equal to his own, 
and who were his relations. Levi's descent then 
was regarded as a pure Hebrew one. Hence, 
taking everything into account, the more probable 
conclusion is that leivt was at first actually a 
tribal name, and only afterwards in a secondary 
way came to be treated as the official name of the 
priests because these were chosen from this tribe. 



It is not impossible that the tribal name Levi is 
connected with the name Leah (hk 1 ?) which is given 
as that of the mother of Levi (Wellhausen, 
Geschichte Israels [Prolegomena l \ 1878, p. 149 ; 
Stade, ZATW, 1881, p. 115f.), in which case it 
may remain an open question whether in Leah we 
are to find, with Stade (I.e., following Wetzstein), 
an animal name, ' wild cow.' The difficulty in- 
volved in the circumstance that Gn 49* 1 - is 
acquainted with a tribe of Levi but does not 
represent it as a priestly one, is not to be obviated 
by the assumption that this passage relates to ore- 
Mosaic conditions (so Van Hoonacker, Saceraoce, 
etc. pp. 300, 311) ; for all the other sayings in the 
so-called Blessing of Jacob have to do with the 
time when Israel was settled in Canaan, and even 
the scattering of Levi among Israel, spoken of in 
Gn 40 7 , presupposes the settlement. There remains 
hardly any resource but to suppose that to the 
author of Gn 49 Mr - the want of a Levitical tribal 
territory presented itself so strongly as a punish- 
ment occasioned by the conduct of the father of 
the tribe, that he did not look beyond this penal 
condition of things to the honourable priestly 
vocation of the members of this tribe. What the 
conduct of the tribe had really been which occa- 
sioned the unfavourable judgment passed upon it, 
is a question we cannot answer. It is held by H. 
G utlie (Geschichte des Volkts Israel, Freiburg 
i. B., 1899, p. 169 f.) that certain descendants of 
a non-priestly dowerless tribe of Levi had pro- 
cured maintenance for themselves by undertaking 
priestly functions, and that in this way Levi 
became a priestly appellation. But this view, 
which might otherwise be a possible one, can 
hardly be regarded with favour, because such a 
condition of things would not account for the 
relatively ancient tradition as to the relations of 
the tribe of Levi to the person of Moses (see 
below, § 2). 

The above is the result of a consideration of the 
OT data. But if it should be established that 
in the Minaean inscriptions the word lawi'u is 
a term for ' priest,' and that this is connected 
with the OT lewt (Ft. Hommel, AHT, London, 
1897, p. 278 f.), it will be necessary after all to 
think of the latter as an official name, and that an 
ancient Semitic one (otherwise Van Hoonacker, 
Sacerdoce, etc. p. 312 ft'.). 

On bcnS ha-lewt and beni ha-lSwiyytm (rare and 
late for the usual bine" lewi), forms in which lewi is 
treated as a gentilic name, see Ed. Konig, ' Syn- 
taktische Excnrse zum AT,' in SK, 1898, p. 537 ff. 

2. The Priesthood in the earliest Times.— 
As everywhere in the history of religion, there 
may be recognized also in the beginning of Hebrew 
history a period when no special priestly class 
existed. Of course it is upon an artificially con- 
structed basis that the view presented in the 
'Priestly Writing' (P) of the Pentateuch rests, 
according to which neither sanctuary nor sacrificial 
acts nor a priestly class had any existence before 
the Divine revelation given through Moses. Even 
in the narratives of the Jehovistic book, relating 
to the pre-Mosaic period, there are scarcely to be 
discovered any reminiscences of the then condition 
of the cultus ; but these narratives will hardly be 
wrong in representing relations which still per- 
sisted at a later period, as the only ones present in 
the patriarchal period, as when they describe the 
head of the family in the patriarchal house as 
exercising the priestly function of offering sacrifice. 
Besides this, we have in the Jehovistic book a 
single mention, during the patriarchal period, of 
inquiring at an oracle (Gn 25 iH ), and also one 
reference to the giving of tithes (Gn 28 a ). Both 
these allusions imply the existence of a sanctuary 
with a priest in charge of it. Here the narrators 
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have momentarily forgotten the ancient situation 
which is assumed elsewhere, yet without expressly 
naming the priest on either occasion. The author 
of the prologue of the Bk. of Job, again, intro- 
duces his hero, whom he conceives of as a 
shepherd -prince living in remote antiquity in the 
land of Uz, as offering sacrifices for his family 
(Job l 8 ; cf. 42 8f -, and contrast 12'» kohdnim). The 
story of Gn 14 18 " w , where Abraham is represented 
as giving tithes to Melchizedek the priest-king of 
Salem, is, in its present form, a glorification of 
the later priesthood of Salem, i.e. Jerusalem. 

According to a narrative contained in the Jeho- 
vistic book, Moses instituted a special priestly body 
when he set apart the * sons of Levi ' for this pur- 
pose (Ex 2/2 x1! ). In the first instance, Moses him- 
self, according to this book, performs the sacrificial 
act (Ex 24"). In that descriptive narrative, which 
makes him receive the Divine revelations in the 
holy tent outside the camp to which the people 
went 'to seek Jahweh' (Ex HP"-), the function of 
communicating oracles appears as a distinction 
conferred only upon Moses personally. But in this 
way he is clearly thought of as the presiding 
authority over the holy tent — in other words, as a 
priest. The Priestly Writing, on the other band, 
makes Moses officiate as priest only upon the 
occasion of the instalment of the priests in their 
olfice (Ex 29) ; and from this point onwards, accord- 
ing to this source, priestly functions are discharged 
ouly by Aaron and his sons, who are selected from 
the body of the tribe of Levi for this purpose. 
According to a prophetical discourse interpolated 
into, the older text of the history of the youth of 
Samuel (1 S 2 m -), God, during the bondage in 
Egypt, revealed Himself to the fathers' house of 
Eli, the priest of Shiloh, and chose this house out 
of all the tribes of Israel, to be priests. Here too, 
then, without any mention indeed of Aaron or 
Levi, appears the conception of an institution of 
the priesthood in the time of Moses. This con- 
ception, in the form in which it here makes its 
appearance, cannot be of quite recent origin, since 
in opposition to the later claims of the Zadokite 
priesthood, which existed from the time of Solo- 
mon, it represents the Elidte, who were different 
from these, as the original legitimate priests. It 
is in itself quite credible that Moses, in his 
arrangements for the Israelitish nation and its 
cultus, made provision for the performance of 
religious service by a special body, and it is a very 
plausible supposition that he who is represented 
as belonging like Aaron to the tribe of Levi, 
selected nis own family for this office. Among 
the ancient Arabs as well, the priesthood was 
largely in possession of special families, which did 
not belong to the tribe amongst whom they exer- 
cised their office (Wellhausen, Bute*, p. 130 f.). 
Guthe (Geschichte, p. 21 f.) opposes the view that 
Moses belonged to the tribe of Levi, and holds 
that the priestly tribe first originated in Canaan. 
This later origin, however, is difficult to prove, and 
along with it the objections fall, which are brought 
against a genealogical connexion between Moaes 
and the priestly tribe. 

If leini actually Btood originally for the retinue 
of the sacred ark, only individuals from this body 
would have been priests proper. Apart from this, 
it is in any case not incredible that Moses should 
have destined his own family in the narrower 
sense to be priests, but that he should have chosen 
precisely the family of hie brother Aaron is less 
likely. Aaron, it is true, is not only represented 
in P as the father of the priests, but even in J E 
as * the Levite ' kclt #oxt* (Ex 4"). Yet he does 
not appear to be known to all the strata of this 
last book ; and in all the passages where mention 
is made of him he is a less individualized figure, 



to which features from the later history are trans- 
ferred in a prefigurative way [Gesch. p. 199). It is 
not impossible that in his case we have to do with 
a personification, although no satisfactory explana- 
tion of his name 'Ahiron has yet been discovered. 
With 'dr&n the designation of the sacred ark (a 
combination proposed, following the lead of others, 
by Kenan, I.e. p. 179), this name can hardly, in 
view of the different way in which it is written, 
have anything to do. 

In an ancient gloss to the narrative in the Bk. 
of Judges about the Levite who first on Mt. 
Ephraim and afterwards at Dan officiated as 
priest, this Levite, to whom the priesthood at Dan 
traced its descent down to ' the carrying captive 
of the land ' (i.e. down to the overthrow of Ephraim 
in the Assyrian period), is described as a ' son of 
Gershom the son of Moses' (in Jg 18*° Minashsheh 
is an alteration of the original Mosheh). Here, 
then, Moses himself may be viewed as father of 
the priests in general. But all the same it is 
difficult to understand the person of Aaron as a 
purely fictitious one, because there is no apparent 
reason why the priesthood should have exchanged 
the more glorious descent from the lawgiver for 
descent from a brother of his. Moses has been 
supposed to be referred to in Dt 33* as the repre- 
sentative, and then, presumably, as the father, of 
the priesthood ; but the context of this passage 
favours rather a reference to Aaron in this capacity 
(Gesch. p. 76), in harmony with which is the cir- 
cumstance that Dt 33 probably had its origin in 
Ephraim, and we find traces that it was in Ephraim 
that Aaron first came to be looked upon as father 
of the priests (see below, § 3, on the bull-worship of 
Aaron). 

If really from the time of Moses one special 
body was regarded as called to the priesthood, yet 
it is by no means the case that from that time it 
alone exercised priestly functions. Long after 
Moses, it is not contested that men of non-Le vit ical 
descent discharged the priest's office occasionally 
or even permanently. In the latter case they 
probably passed as adopted into the tribe of Levi, 
which accordingly we are not to think of as having 
originated in a purely genealogical way. Only, one 
can hardly, with Wellhausen, appeal in favour of 
this to what is said in Dt 33" about Levi's having 
renounced his kinship. Seeing that in this pas- 
sage the denying of his sons is also spoken of, the 
reference must be understood not of the loosening 
of connexion with a family, but of impartial official 
action, without regard to family interests, in allu- 
sion to the narrative of Ex 32 /7 - : * (Gesch. p. 77; 
Sellin, p. 110 If.; Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. 
p. 133). As in Dt 33 the whole tribe of Levi 
appears as in possession of the priesthood, so 
elsewhere down to a late period no trace is to be 
found of a distinction between Levites and priests 
proper. 

No special weight is to be laid on the circum- 
stance that, according to the statement of one 
source of the Jehovistic book, Moses employed 
'young men of the children of Israel' to otter 
sacrifice (Ex 24* ; it is impossible that either here 
or in 1 S 2 1S - 18 na'ar, in its sense of ' servant,' can 
be a designation of the priest as the servant 
[' ministre '], namely, of the cultus or of the people 
' in the celebration of Divine worship ' [so Van 
Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 140 f.]), for this 
happened prior to the appointment (recorded, in- 
deed, as it seems, by a dili'erent narrator) of the 
Levites to the priestly service ( Ex 32* ff -). As early 
as the arrival at Sinai we read in Ex 19 s3, 84 (a 
narrative in any case from another hand than 
Z2 Ma -) of priests (Gesch. p. 58 ff.) without being 
told whether these are to be thought of as Levitei 
or not. It is mentioned in the Jehuvistic book, as 
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an arrangement in force all through the lifetime 
of Moses, that his attendant, Joshua, who is repre- 
sented as of non-Levitical descent (Nu 13 8 , P), did 
not depart out of the holy tent (Ex 33 11 )- The 
Ephraimite Micah, in the period of the Judges, 
appoints as priest in his private sanctuary, first of 
all one of his sons (Jg 17 8 ). Gideon, of the tribe 
of Manasseh (Jg 6 281 -), and Manoah of the tribe of 
Dan (13 1B ), offer sacrifice with their own hands. 
Under Saul the Israelites pour out the blood of the 
captured animals at the altar stone without any 
priestly interposition (1 S 14**). At a still later 
period the non-priestly prophet Elijah sacrifices 
with his own hand (1 K IS™*-). While the sacred 
ark, in the course of its wanderings, tarried in the 
house of Abinadab, who was plainly no priest, it 
was served by his sons (1ST 1 , 2 S 6 s '- ; the emen- 
dation of Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 171, is 
unwarranted). Of the ancient priestly prerogative 
of the father of the house, a relic was preserved 
down to the latest times of the Jewish cultus, 
in the slaughtering of the Paschal lamb by the 
father of the house without any priest taking part 
in the ceremony (Ex 12" ff - [P] vv.» ff - [JE]), althongh 
it is true, at the same time, that the sacrificial 
character of the Paschal lamb had been obliterated. 

Sacrificing was, then, manifestly, in early times 
not the exclusive function of a priestly class. The 
latter was certainly in existence. Yet even for 
admittance to this no special descent was requisite. 
Samuel, by birth an Ephraimite, yet, according to 
the representation contained in the history of his 
childhood, becomes, in fulfilment of a vow of his 
mother, a servant of Jahweh, clothed with the 
priestly ephod, at the sanctuary at Shiloh (1 S l lff - 
gn. iB)_ Tn e that Samuel becomes a priest in 
consequence of a vow, shows that he was not one by 
descent ; and the representation of the Chronicler 
(1 Ch 6"- 18 ), according to which he is a Levite, is 
not, with Van Hoonacker (Sacerdoce, etc. p. 285 f . ) 
and Girdlestone ('To what tribe did Samuel be- 
long?' in Expositor, Nov. 1899, pp. 385-388), to be 
juatified, as if Samuel were a Levite from Ephraim. 
lfthe descriptions of Samuel's later life he appears 
no* as a priest, but as one who, in the extraordi- 
nary capacity of shophef and ndbV, presents the 
offerings of the people (1 S T 9U IB 2 *-). A priestly 
class is presupposed by the oldest collection of 
laws, the so-called Book of the Covenant (Ex 22 s ), 
arid yet, in an enactment later prefixed to this, the 
general right to sacrifice is assumed in the demand 
made of the Israelites as a whole : ' An altar of 
earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice 
thereon thy burnt -offerings and thy shilamlm- 
offerings' (Ex 20 24 ). When, on the other hand, in 
the Jehovistic book the people of Israel is called 
'a kingdom of priests' (Ex 19 9 ), this is certainly to 
be understood not of the actual exercise of priestly 
rights, but in a transferred sense as meaning that 
the whole of Israel stands in a priestly relation to 
God. 

Where a professional priest was not available, 
young men appear to have, by preference, replaced 
the father of the house in the exercise of his 
priestly function, or even to have acted as priests 
for a larger body. Of Moses we found it recorded 
that he appointed young men to offer sacrifice. 
The Ephraimite Micah installs one of his sons as 
priest. Certain traces appear to point to a prefer- 
ence at one time for making firstborn sons priests, 
or even to indicate that in earlier times the whole 
of the firstborn sons were regarded as destined for 
holy service — an idea which certainly can hardly 
at any time have been strictly carried out in 
practice. The circumstance that Samuel, accord- 
ing to the story of his childhood, was a firstborn 
son, is of no importance, because it was not as 
such that he was set apart for priestly functions, 



but in consequence of a vow of his mother. But 
in the ancient code, the Book of the Covenant 
(Ex 22* [Eng. »]), the demand is made that the 
firstborn son be given to Jahweh. The spirit of 
this book, whether it belongs to the time of the 
Judgesor to the earlier monarchical period, appears 
to exclude the interpretation that the firstborn is 
to be offered in sacrifice to the deity ; and then 
there remains scarcely any other possibility except 
to understand the ' giving ' to mean consecration 
to holy service (Gesch. p. 55 fl'. ; Smend, Alttest. 
Religionsgeschichte'*, Freiburg i. B., 1899, p. 282 f., 
note 3; cf. Kamphausen, Das Verhdltnis des 
Menschenopfers zur israel. Religion, Bonn, 1896, 

L66). In the Priestly Writing it is said of the 
vites that they are 'given ' to Jahweh (Nu 8 16 ), 
and even the consecration of Samuel is described 
by the term ' given '(IS 1"). 

In spite of this freedom in the matter of sacri- 
ficial arrangements, from early times it was con- 
sidered an advantage in the regular and constant 
service of a sanctuary to have a ' Levite ' for priest. 
When one of these happens to pass the sanctuary 
of Micah the Ephraimite, the latter gives the 
preference to him as priest over his own son (Jg 
W 8 ') ; and the Danites who wish to establish for 
themselves a new sanctuary in their new home, do 
not let the opportunity slip to obtain by force the 
services of this same Levite (18 laff -)- Even if 
in the time of Moses a single family amongst the 
Levites had possession of the priesthood proper, 
in subsequent times, at all events, this was viewed 
not as their exclusive privilege, but as that of the 
Levites in general. Nevertheless, the term ' Levite 1 
nowhere occurs as the exact equivalent of ' priest,' 
a circumstance which is not without importance 
in its bearing upon the origin of the term. The 
above-named Micah the Ephraimite is represented 
as saying, 'The Levite has become my priest' (Jg 
17"). 

As to the instalment in the priestly office, even 
that ancient narrative in the Bk. of Judges 
mentions certain formalities which in a modified 
form are retained in the later ceremonial law of 
the Pentateuch. Micah 1 fills the hand * of one 
of his sons, so that he becomes his priest (Jg 
17 B ). He does precisely the same thing afterwards 
to the Levite (v. 12 ). Wherein this ' filling of the 
hand ' consisted is Viot clear. It has been suggested 
that it means the handing over of the earnest 
money (Vatke, Wellhausen), which appears to be 
favoured by the fact that the Levite who renders 
priestly services to Micah certainly speaks of him- 
self as ' hired ' by the latter ( Jg 18*). This hiring, 
however, need not refer to a sum of money paid 
down, but may consist in the arrangement about 
an annual salary, clothing, and maintenance (17 18 ). 
It is not at all likely that Micah hired his own 
son with a piece of earnest money, and in any 
case the narrator in the Jehovistic book (Ex 32**) 
was not thinking of earnest money when he makes 
Moses say to the sons of Levi themselves : * Fill 
your hands to-day for Jahweh.' Still less likely 
is it that the expression ' fill the hand ' refers to 
the handing over of the arrows which are alleged 
to have been used in giving the priestly oracle 
(Sellin, p. 118 f.). This interpretation is based 
upon Ex 32 s9 , where, however, w-Jahweh standing 
alone cannot mean ' on behalf of Jahweh ' ( sc. take 
hold of the arrows), but shows that ' fill your hand' 
refers in some way to a consecration to Jahweh, an 
instalment into service related to Him (still an- 
other interpretation of the 'filling the hand' in 
Ex 32 s " is adopted by Van Hoonacker, Saccrdo-x, 
etc. p. 135). In the Priestly Writing the ex- 
pression ' till the hand ' is retained in s|>eaking 
of instalment into the priestly office (Ex 28* 1 cd.), 
and the term ' fill-ottering ' (milluim, Ex 29 s2 rd.) 
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is need of the offering which was presented at the 
consecration of Aaron and his sons to the priestly 
office. This offering has the characteristic rite 
that Moses places certain portions of the sacrificial 
animal upon the hands of Aaron and his sons — in 
other words, fills the hands of those about to be 
consecrated with these portions of the sacrifice. 
What are specified are the parts of the animal 
which in sacrifice were burned upon the altar or 
which fell to the priests. The consecration cere- 
mony was meant tnus to express that the priest is 
empowered to lay these pieces upon the altar, or, 
as the case may be, to take them for himself. 
Accordingly, it is, to say the least, not improbable 
that the expression ' fill the hand,' used of installa- 
tion in the priestly office, had in view from the 
first such a handing over of sacrificial portions as 
pointed to the priestly functions (Gesch. p. 183 f.; 
so also Weinel, art. ' nca und seine Derivate,' in 
ZATW xviii. [1898] p. 61). Such a solemn intro- 
duction to office might well be employed even by 
the layman Micah in the case of the Levite, as of 
one who was not installed by him as a priest in 
general but as his own priest (otherwise Nowack, 
p. 121). 

But it may be, further, that the expression 
• fill the Jhand ' had not originally a special refer- 
ence to introduction to the priestly office, for in 
Assyrian the corresponding Mtu /nulla has the 
general sense of 'give, appoint, enfeoff, present' 
(Nowack, p. 120 f., following Halevy; cf. on the 
Assyrian expression, Frd. Delitzsch, Assyr. Hand- 
vmrtcrb. s.v. kSd, p. 409). Even if the above was 
the original sense of the Hebrew expression, it was 
no longer understood in Ex 32-*. 

In early times the priest, even when he was a 
young man, was called by the title of honour, 
'father' (Jg 17 10 18 18 ). The priests who served at 
any of the sanctuaries of ancient Israel were 
marked outwardly by the linen ephod they wore 
(1 S 2 W ). They Uvea, as we learn in the case of 
Eli and Samuel, in the sanctuary (1 S 3 W -). There 
they offered the sacrifices on the altar, a work in 
which at the more frequented places of worship 
they were assisted by servants ( 1 S 2 IS - u ). Portions 
of the offerings presented were assigned them for 
their maintenance (1 S2 1Sff -); whether these were 
definitely fixed (Gesch. p. 208, and against this 
Nowack, p. 125), or were left to the pleasure of 
the offerer, can scarcely be determined.* At the 
private sanctuaries, as we are told of Micah the 
Ephraimite, the owner of the sanctuary paid his 
priest a salary and supplied his clothing and his 
food (Jg 17'°). While the offering of sacrifice was 
in early times open to others as weli as to the 
priests, it is only of professional priests that it is 
recorded that they gave oracles. Micah's Levite 
consults God at the request of others (Jg 18 s ; on 
the giving of oracles dv the priests among the 
ancient Arabs, see Wellhausen, Reste*, p. 131 ff.). 

As would appear from what we hear of Aliijah 
(Ahimelech) the descendant of Eli (I S 14 s ), and 
his son Ebiathar (Abiathar) the priest of Nob 
( 1 S 23 s ), it was only the chief priest of a considerable 
sanctuary who had, another ephod different from the 
linen one, by means of which he gave oracles (1 S 
14 1 *-, where for '&r6n read 'ephod). In this must 
have been kept the oracle -lots, the prototype 
of the Urim (cf. 1 S 28") and Thummim of the 
later high priest. In the Blessing of Moses (Dt 
33"), Thummim and Urim are thought of as the 
special dower of Levi, and probably more specifi- 
cally as that of Aaron. The name thummim, 

* We find trace* that among the Phoenicians and the Baby- 
lonians, as was doubtless the case with all highly developed 
cults, the priests had their allowance from the offerings (gee 
F. C. Movers, Dot Opferwtnen der Ka rlhager, Comment ar tut 
Op/ertajel von Marseille, Phoniriache Texte, Theil iL, Breslau, 
18*7, pp. 118, 126 ff.). 



'right,' points to the fact that the giving of 
priestly oracles originally served mainly the 
interests of the administration of justice, which 
was in the last resort the task of the priests. In 
order to decide a difficult lawsuit the parties are 
required by the Book of the Covenant to appear 
'before God' (Ex 22 s ), i.e. to appeal to a decision 
by the priestly lot. The same place which bears 
the name fCdaesh, 'sanctuary,' is called also 'En- 
mishpdt, ' well of decision ' (Gn 14 7 ). 

In the administration of justice, but no doubt 
also in the indication of what was ritually proper, 
and in general of what was well-pleasing to the 
deity, will thus have consisted the turah, ' instruc- 
tion ' or ' direction ' (see Law in OT, vol. iii. p. 64 b ), 
which from ancient times appears as the duty of 
the priests (Dt 33 10 ). It has been suggested that 
the root- word (hOrah) in this notion of 'instructing' 
should be traced back to the casting of the sacred 
lots. But this is scarcely probable in view of the 
use of t&ruh also for the teaching of the prophets, 
which has nothing to do with oracles obtained by 
lot. Rather had Mrdh, which is used of shooting 
arrows ( 1 S 20 s * al. ), the meaning of ' aim at some- 
thing,' and then ' lead to a goal, ' point out some- 
thing' (Gn 46»), 'instruct' (Gesch. p. 207, note 1). 

When they settled in Canaan, the Israelites had 
taken over the sacred places of the Canaanites and 
set up the worship of Jahweh at them. These 
sanctuaries did not all enjoy the services of a 
Levitical priest, as we see from the fact that a son 
of Micah the Ephraimite acted as priest. The 
numbers of the Levites were probably insufficient 
to meet the needs of such service. They will have 
settled only at the more important sanctuaries. 
A reminiscence of this is preserved in the Priestly 
Writing of the Hexateuch, which conceives of 
specially appointed Levitical or priestly cities. 
Some of the names of cities specified in this con- 
nexion clearly point to ancient places of worship 
(cf. below, § 8, f end, and g). 

The most important sanctuary in the time of 
the Judges was the temple at Shiloh, whose annual 
festivals were resorted to by a wide circle of 
worshippers. There officiated Eli and his house, 
which traced back its priestly righto to the time 
of the Exodus from Egypt (1 S 2 Kf ), and thus at all 
events belonged to the category of the Levites. 
It may be that the house of Eli also laid claim to 
descent from the priestly brother of Moses, namely 
Aaron ; so at least the matter was viewed by 
those in later times who traced the descent of the 
Elidre to Itliamar a son of Aaron (1 Ch 24'). 
But it may be also, as we have seen, that originally 
the priest of the Exodus, and even the ancestor of 
the house of Eli was held to be Moses himself, for 
whom his brother might come to be substituted 
only in after -times (Wellhausen, Prolegomena 1 , 
p. 146 f.). In the history of the childhood of 
Samuel, Eli is introduced abruptly (1 S 1") ; a pas- 
sage paving the way for the mention of him must 
have Deen lost, and in this his genealogy was prob- 
ably given. Eli, as no doubt was the case 
equally with the head of the family elsewhere, 
held the position of chief priest in the temple, as 
may be gathered from the relation to him of 
Samuel and of his own sons. Eli's sons perished 
in the wars with the Philistines, and with them 
probably also the sanctuary of Shiloh, which is 
never afterwards mentioned as existing (1 S 4 Uff -). 
The house of Eli was not, however, completely 
extinguished ; a great-grandson of his, Ahijah the 
son of Ahitub, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, 
bore the ephod in the time of Saul (1 S 14 3 ). He is 
evidently identical with the son of Ahitub whom 
another source calls Ahimelech. This Ahimelech, 
apparently as chief priest, had his residence, along 
with his fathers' house, at Nob (1 S 21 2ff - 22 wr ), 
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the ' city of the priests ' (22 19 ). Here then it would 
appear that the ancient priestly family of the 
Exodus gathered itself together after the downfall 
of Shiloh. Renan (Histoire, i. 420, note 1) finds 
difficulty in the identification of Ahijah with 
Ahimelech, because the priests of Nob can, he 
thinks, hardly have belonged to the family of the 
priests of Shiloh. But why not, and why should 
it be necessary to impute an error to 1 K 2**, where 
Ebiathar (Ahimelech's son) is reckoned to the 
house of Eli? There was similarly at Dan a 
Levitical priesthood which traced its descent to 
the before-mentioned Levite of Micah the Eph- 
raimite, and consequently to Moses (Jg 18 30 ). 

3. The Priesthood from David to Josiah.— 
When David had acquired for his capital the 
Jebusite citadel, he conferred upon it the distinc- 
tion of transferring the sacred ark to the summit 
of its hill, the threshing-floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite. By this act he established a royal 
sanctuary of which the king was the proprietor, 
in the same sense in which the private person 
Micah was the owner of the sanctuary set up by 
him. David and, subsequently to the building of 
the temple by Solomon on Mt. Zion, his suc- 
cessors assumed a kind of chief priestly position 
at the sanctuary of Jerusalem.* David presented 
offerings, manifestly discharging priestly functions 
in person, for it is said that he ' made an end of 
offering' (2 S6' 7 '*); he pronounced the liturgical 
blessing (v. 18 ), and danced in the priestly garb, the 
linen ephod, before the ark of the covenant (v. 1 *). 
Of Solomon, too, it is recorded that, at the dedica- 
tion of the temple, he offered sacrifice (1 K 8 s - eat ), 
and that three times in the year he offered burnt- 
offerings, and peace-offerings and 1 sweet smoke ' 
(1 K 9*). There is no mention of priests on this 
occasion ; their presence may, however, be taken 
for granted as self-evident, for, of course, Solomon 
could not, without help of some kind, have over- 
taken all the dedicatory offerings. From the 
above statements, then, it is not clear to what 
extent Solomon in his offering discharged priestly 
functions in person. But it is difficult to suppose 
him to have acted in this matter differently from 
David. In any case the blessing which, standing by 
the altar, he pronounced upon the people (1 K 8") is 
a priestly act. Of the first king of the Northern 
kingdom, Jeroboam, we are expressly told that he 
ascended the altar of Bethel and made the offering 
(1 K 12 s3 ), although he too had priests at his 
command (v.* 1 )- The position of the kings of the 
Northern kingdom in relation to its chief sanctuary 
at Bethel will have been practically the same as 
that of the kings of Judah to the temple at 
Jerusalem. Under Jeroboam II. Amaziah the 
priest at Bethel speaks of the sanctuary there as 
a royal one (Am 7") ; Amaziah, that is to say, 
officiated under the king's commission. Of one of 
the later kings of Judah, Ahaz, it is expressly re- 
corded that he ascended the temple altar, kindled 
the offering, poured out the drink-offering, and 
sprinkled the altar with the sacrificial blood (2 K 
16 1M -). Consequently it is at least not an incorrect 
condition of things that is presupposed in Chronicles 
when we are told how Uzziah, the second prede- 
cessor of Ahaz, offered incense upon the altar of 
incense (2 Ch 26 iaa -). All that belongs to the later 
standpoint of the Chronicler is the notion that this 
offering by the king in person was an illegitimate 
encroachment upon the priestly privileges, and that 
Uzziah was on that account punished with leprosy ; 
perhaps also the assumption of a special altar for 
incense bespeaks a later viewpoint. 
At least the earliest kings looked upon the 

* Among the Assyrians m well the king was at the same time 
the chief priest (see Alf. Jereiuias. Die bah.-atsyr. VorsUUungen 
vom Leben nach dem Tode, Leipzig, 1887, p. 97, note l). 



Jernsalemite priests as subordinate officials whom 
they could appoint and depose. From the massacre 
which Saul perpetrated amongst the priests at 
Nob who held with David (1 S 22 18ff -)» none escaped 
of the family of Eli but Ebiathar, who fled for 
refuge to David, carrying with him the oracle - 
ephod (1 S 22* 23"). He was installed by David 
as priest in attendance on the sacred ark on Mt. 
Zion. Along with him Zadok is named as David's 
priest (2 S 8 17 , where read 1 Ebiathar son of 
Ahimelech '). Both have their sons at their side 
as priests (2 S 15 s7 - x ). Ebiathar must have held 
the higher rank of the two, for we are told in 
IK r that Solomon, after deposing Ebiathar, 

five his post to Zadok. Ebiathar, with his son 
onathan, had taken the side of Adonijah when 
the latter conspired against his father David (1 K 
l 28, * m, )k By command of David, Zadok anointed 
Solomon king (1 K l***), and Ebiathar was 
banished. He retired to his landed property at 
Anathoth (1 K 2 aM -)» where in the time of Jere- 
miah we still find a priestly family settled, to 
which Jeremiah himself belonged (Jer l 1 32P-). 
Accordingly Jeremiah was probably a descendant 
of Ebiathar, and thus of the ancient priestly 
family which dated its possession of the dignity 
from the time of the Exodus (see above, § 2). 

The house of Zadok continued in possession of 
the Jernsalemite priesthood. This we know from 
the exilian prophet Ezekiel, who constantly speaks 
of the Jernsalemite priests as ' the sons of Zadok.' 
What was Zadok's descent is not clearly to be 
seen. This much only is plain, that he did not 
belong, like Ebiathar, to the old-privileged priestly 
family, for a prophecy, put into the mouth of an 
unnamed man of God in the time of Eli, announces 
that God, after He had chosen in Egypt the 
fathers' house of Eli for the priesthood, had now 
rejected this house, and would appoint for Him- 
self a trustworthy priest who should walk after 
Jahweh's heart and mind, for whom J ah wen would 
build an enduring house, and who should walk 
before Jahweh's anointed for ever (1 S 2* Mr, )« This 
prophecy is in 1 K TP understood of the installa- 
tion of Zadok in the Jernsalemite priesthood, and 
was certainly so intended from the first, for — the 
only other conceivable supposition — to refer it to 
the priestly Samuel will not answer, seeing that 
Samuel is never represented as a king's priest. 
Thus, then, Zadok did not belong to the family or 
the fathers' house of Eli, and consequently not to 
the ancient priesthood. Zadok cannot, therefore, 
as Poels supposes, have really belonged, although, 
to be sure, later generations represented him as 
belonging, to an ancient Aaronite family, namely 
that of the Eleazarites. This family, according 
to Poels, had discharged the priestly duties at 
Nob, and when the national sanctuary was trans- 
ferred to Jerusalem, Zadok came from Nob to the 
capital (so, already, essentially, Movers, Kritische 
Untersuckungen iiber die biblische Chronik, Bonn, 
1834, p. 294 r., according to whom Zadok was at 
first chief priest in the Mosaic tabernacle at Gibeon 
[which Poels identifies with the sanctuary of Nob]). 
It is maintained by Van Hoonacker (Sacerdoce, etc. 
p. 168 ff.) that according to 1 S TP the house of Eli 
was chosen ' non pas isolement,' but, together with 
others, as one particular family of the priesthood 
which included a plurality of families ; but this 
notion is read into the text. Zadok is called the 
son of Ahitub (2 S 8"). In the state of the case 
just described, we are not to think of this Ahitub 
as the same as the grandson of Eli (1 S 14 s ). 
The above-cited oracle of the man of God gives 
undoubtedly the correct account of Zadok, for in 
later times, when the sons of Zadok had exclusive 
possession of the priesthood, men would not have 
attributed to them a prestige as priests less lofty 
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in its origin than that of the Elidre who had now 
fallen into the background. Under these circum- 
stances it may be doubted whether Zadok was a 
Levite at all. No certain decision can be pro- 
nounced, because we do not know how much is 
included in the expression ' fathers' house ' of Eli 
in the above oracle. "If it means the same thing 
as ' sons of Levi,' then Zadok was no Levite ; but 
it may be intended in a narrower sense, perhaps, 
to mean the house of Aaron. Since even prior 
to the time of David, as we saw from the story 
of the Levite of Micah the Ephraimite, it was 
considered desirable to have a Levite for priest, 
David is unlikely to have overlooked this advan- 
tage in the selection of Zadok, who primarily was 
his priest. Subsequent generations naturally did 
full honour to the genealogy of Zadok, whose 
descent was traced back to a son of Aaron, nay, 
to his eldest son Eleazar ( 1 Ch 24 s ). In the circum- 
stance that the later writers made the Elidra to be 
descended from another son of Aaron, namely 
Ithamar ( 1 Ch, I.e. ), there is preserved a reminiscence 
of the difference in the descent of the two priestly 
families. 

The descendants of Ebiathar, when expelled 
from the priesthood at Jerusalem, are hardly likely 
to have all remained settled at Anathoth. Prob- 
ably a portion of them found employment at the 
sanctuaries of the Northern kingdom, where they 
took part in the official worship of Jahweh under 
the figure of a bull. In this way we may explain 
the narrative in the Jehovistic book, which attri- 
butes to Aaron a part in bull-worship, Ex 32 1B - 
(Gesch. p. 199 ; so previously Th. Nttldeke, Unter- 
suchungen zur Krxtik des AT, Kiel, 1869, p. 56, 
note). At all events the Northern kingdom too 
had an organized priestly body, as may be gathered 
from the story that, after the downfall of Samaria, 
a priest from amongst the exiles was sent back to 
Ephraim, to instruct the inhabitants of the land 
in the worslup of the god of the land, i.e. Jahweh 

(2 K n m -). 

Besides Ebiathar and Zadok and the son of Ebi- 
athar and the son of Zadok, there is mention of 
another otherwise unknown 'Ira as priest under 
David (2 S 20*). According to the traditional 
text he was a Jairite, i.e. belonged to a Gileadite 
family, and was consequently no Levite ; but 
perhaps the statement should be emended to the 
euect-that he was a Jattirite, i.e. belonged to the 
priestly city Jattir in Judah (so [following Thenius, 
ad loc.] Gesch. p. 192, and Lohr, ad loc.), in which 
case the possibility is not excluded that he was a 
Levite. In addition to him, David's own sons are 
called in 2SS 18 kohdntm. In itself there is nothing 
impossible in the view that David appointed 
members of his own non-Levitical family to be 
actual priests, for we see from the picture of 
Samuel as a priest that at that time and probably 
for long afterwards the priestly status was not at 
all bound up with a special descent. But, on the 
other hand, against understanding kohdntm, in the 
literal sense, when applied to David's sons (as is 
done by Lohr and H. P. Smith, ad loc.), is the 
circumstance that just immediately before (v. 17 ) 
the priests of David, namely Zadok and Ebiathar, 
have been already enumerated amongst the other 
court officials. Hence it is perhaps probable rather 
that the sons of David only bore the title of 
kohdntm in the same way as, in the time of 
Solomon, we find Zabud, a son of Nathan (prob- 
ably the son of David), called 'kohen, friend of 
the king' (1 K 4 s [Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. 

E 280f., and Benzinger, ad loc., following B and 
uc. of the LXX, strike out the jro ; but Kittel, 
ad loc., defends its genuineness]), where in any case 
' friend ' is a title. But kohen can scarcely be the 
title of a court official in the sense of ' representa- 



tive,' scilicet, of the king (so Klosterraann, ad loc., 
who reads 2 S 8 W kohd.nl ha-melekh). As little 
justification is there for giving up the statement 
in Samuel in favour of the different expression of 
the Chronicler (1 Ch 18"), as is done by Van Hoon- 
acker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 275 f. Hitzig's emenda- 
tion of kohdntm to sokhtnim, 'administrators' (Is 
22 18 ), which is adopted afresh by Cheyne, rests 
upon the correct impression that from the context 
it must be a_ court office that is in view, and the 
emendation is not demonstrably wrong. Yet it 
would be surprising if in two passages copyists 
erroneously introduced the word kohen in a context 
where this word must have struck them as strange. 
Perhaps, then, kohtn is in both instances the 
original reading after all. Such a title as kohen 
may be an imitation of the Phoenicians, amongst 
whom members of the royal house were often 
invested with priestly offices (so Movers, and 
similarly Ewald; see Gesch. p. 191 f., and cf., 
further, Driver on 2 S 8 18 , who is not quite decided 
as to the sense of kohdntm in this passage, although 
he believes that it means priests of some kind). 

Although the Judiean kings always reserved for 
themselves a kind of chief priestly position, yet in 
view of the importance of the temple at Jerusalem 
as the central sanctuary, and the considerable 
number of priests which such a sanctuary pre- 
supposes, it is hardly possible to avoid supposing 
that amongst the Jerusalemite priests there was 
one who claimed the first place, as had already 
been done at Shiloh by the head of the priestly 
family. The priest who evidently claimed this 
first place is in the Books of Kings called for the 
most part simply 'the kd/ien' ; so Jehoiada (2 K 
ll*- al.), Uriiah (16 w «- *"•), and HUkiah (22">o/.). 
The same title is given in Is 8 a to Uriah, and in 
Jcr 29-* to Jehoiada.* Along with this we have 
once in Kings (2 K 25 18 =Jer 52 s4 ) the term 'head- 
priest' {kohen hd-rd'sh) applied to Seraiah. This 
title in this instance (differently in 2 S 15* 7 where 
we should read ha-kofun hd-rd'sh) is certainly not 
due to later insertion (Nowack, p. 107, note 1), for 
in that case the designation 'high priest,' sanctioned 
by the Priests' Code of the Pentateuch, would 
have been employed. The title ' head-priest,' 
found nowhere else except in Ezr 7 s and in Chron- 
icles, where it occurs along with ' high priest,' is 
certainly, for the very reason that it is not found 
in the Priests' Code, derived from earlier antiquity. 
On the other hand, it is possible that the title by 
which the later high priest is distinguished, 
namely ha-kdhtn ha-gddOl, which is once applied 
to Jehoiada (2 K 12") and thrice to Hilkiah (22*- 8 
23 4 ), is due to antedating of this title on the part of 
the redactor of Kings who wrote during the Exile, 
or it may even be a later insertion. The Deutero- 
nomic law uses the simple title 'the kohen* to 
designate the chief priest. 

The dignity and influence of the chief priest of 
Jerusalem must even in early times have been 
great. This comes out especially in the command- 
ing rdle which, about the middle of the 9th cent. 
B.C., was played by the chief priest Jehoiada in 
connexion with the overthrow of queen Athaliah 
and the proclamation of her grandson Joash as 
king, in whose name Jehoiada at first directed 
the government (2 K ll**- 12»).t The authority 

* It may, indeed, be doubted whether in Jeremiah the refer- 
ence is to the some Jehoiada, who wan chief priest under Joash. 
Renan (Hitt. il. [1889] 323, note) and Van Hoonacker (Saoerdoce, 
etc. p. 158 f.) contest it ; but see Hittig and Graf on Jer 29«. 

t Tradition furnishes no warrant for reconstructing the 
history with Renan (Ui»t. ii. 823, 409, note 1), who introduces, 
alongside of Jehoiada the priest, in 2 K 11* an officer of tie 
guard of the same name. No priest, it is true, had the right to 
summon the army, but the priest Jehoiada could act in accord 
with the chiefs of the army. That the latter allowed them- 
selves to be led by him is an indication of the respect paid to 
his position. 
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of the chief priest, however, scarcely extended, 
as a rale, beyond the sphere of the temple at 
Jerusalem, besides which there continued to 
exist even in Judah other places of worship 
with their own priests, down to the time of 
Josiah's reformation. Yet the prediction above 
referred to regarding the downfall of Eli's house 
represents the survivors of this house as begging 
of the royal priest to put them into one of the 
priests' offices that they might obtain a morsel of 
bread (1 S 2*°). This may indicate that the chief 

friest of Jerusalem, so long as the existence of 
he smaller sanctuaries of Judah was not opposed 
in the interest of the temple at Jerusalem, exer- 
cised a certain supremacy over these, and made 
appointments to their staff of priests. It can 
scarcely be that we are to think of reception of 
the Elidxe into priestly offices at Jerusalem, where 
the Zadokites would be very slow to suffer the in- 
trusion of strangers. 

Alongside of the head -priest Scraiah there is 
mention in 2 K 25 18 (Jer 52**) of Zephaniah as 
kohen miahneh (kohen ha-miahneh), lit. 'priest of 
the repetition,' i.e. probably representative of the 
head-priest. The same title occurs in 2 K 23*, 
where, instead of the plural kohdnc. ha-mishneh, 
the singular is to be read with the Targum, since 
a plurality of 'priests of the second rank,' beside 
the high priest, who is here named, and the keepers 
of the threshold, would come in strangely when 
there has been no mention of priests of the first 
rank (it is therefore not permissible, with Van 
Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 162, to find in the 
kohdng ha-mishnch the Levites of the Priestly 
Writing). The Zephaniah in question appears in 
Jer 29 2 "- as principal overseer of the police arrange- 
ments in the temple. The keepers of the thresh- 
old (shomri ha-saph) are also named in 2 K 25 u 
(Jer 52**) along with the head-priest and the 
' second ' priest ; according to this passage the 
keepers of the threshold were three in number. 
Plainly we must think here of a fairly exalted 
priestly office, different from the humbler station 
of the post-exilian doorkeepers (shodrim), of whom 
there were a great many (2 Ch 34* confuses these 
with the keepers of the threshold who are reckoned 
among the Levites). The keepers of the thresh- 
old already appear in the time of Joash (2 K 12 10 ) 
as having to guard the entrance to the inner 
fore-court with the altar of burnt-offering. Ac- 
cording to this same passage as well as 2 K 22*, 
one of the duties of the keepers of the threshold was 
to collect the people's contributions to the temple. 
We must suppose that other priests or temple 
attendants were at their command in the discharge 
of their duties, which could scarcely have been 
overtaken by only three persons. Beyond all 
doubt we have in the keepers of the threshold to 
do with an actual pre-exihan priestly office, for it 
is an office which is unknown in later times. 

According to 2 K 19* (Is 37 s ), the priestly body was 
arranged in groups as early as the time of Hezekiah, 
for here we read of ' elders of the priests,' who can 
be nothing else than chiefs of groups. 

In only a few passages, apart from Chronicles, 
where post-exilian relations are everywhere trans- 
ferred to earlier times, are Levites named during 
the monarchical period. In 1 S 6 18 and 2 S 15 s * 
they appear as bearers of the ark of Jahweh, just 
as in the Priestly Writing and in Deuteronomy. 
The first of these passages, where the Levites 
make their appearance quite abruptly, is mani- 
festly interpolated. On the other hand, in the 
second passage the Levites, who are found here 
in the retinue of the priest Zadok, are not out of 
place ; but it must be confessed that the text of 
the whole passage is corrupt, and on this account 
doubt is here again cast upon the presence of the 



Levites. In Kings there is only a single mention 
of Levites, namely in 1 K 8**-. Here they are 
clearly thrust into the text by means of a later 
interpolation (the close of v.* is found in the LXX 
only in A), for it is said first of all that priests 
took up the ark, the tent of meeting and its 
vessels, and only afterwards is the supplementary 
remark made that priests and Levites did this. 
All the same, however, the term 'sons of Levi' 
for those who were entitled to exercise the priestly 
office was known to the author of Kings, who 
blames Jeroboam for making priests ' from among 
all the people, which were not of the sons of Levi 
(1 K 12"). 

The existence of a class of sanctuary attendants, 
different from the priests or subordinate to them, 
and who were called 'Levites,' cannot be proved 
for the monarchical period. But there are clear 
enough allusions, during this period, to temple 
attendants or slaves. According to Jos 9°, the 
Gibeonites, on account of the fraud they per- 

Jetrated upon the Israelites, were pronounced by 
oshua accursed and degraded to be serfs, namely 
hewers of wood and drawers of water for the house 
of his God. This passage, from the mention of 
' the house of God (not ' tabernacle,' as in the 
Priestly Writing), is seen to be from the Jehovistic 
book (differently P in v.* 1 , cf. v." [JE and P, 
with a Deuteronomic addition]). In this account 
of the institution of temple-slaves the writer of 
the Jc 
those 



the temple and its set of attendants. Saul had 
not quite succeeded in exterminating the Gibeon- 
ites (2 S 21 lft ) ; what survived of them belonged 
no doubt to the remnants of the Canaanites in 
the midst of Israel, of whom it is related that 
Solomon put them to forced service (1 K 9*"-). 
Even in the post-exilic period there were still 
'servants of Solomon,' along with other temple- 
slaves, the Nethlnim, i.e. 'those given' (Ezr 2*** 
al.). After the Exile we hear also of Nethinim, 
who are said to have been given by David and 
the princes 'for the service of the Levites,' ».«. 
for the temple (Ezr 8*°). 

Even the pre-exilic period would appear to have 
been acquainted with other grades, in addition to 
this lowest grade, of sanctuary attendants, who 
were also distinct from the priests proper. In the 
time of Nehemiah there was in the new com- 
munity a large body of temple-singers and door- 
keepers, who were then, or at a later period, 
considered to have returned from the Exile with 
Zerubbabel (Neh 7** t =Ezr 2*"-). It is difficult to 
suppose that these groups of sanctuary servants 
took their rise in the cultus-lacking period of the 
Exile, and equally so to believe that they were 
a new creation during the miserable beginnings 
of the restored religious service in the period be- 
tween the First Return and the advent of Nehe- 
miah. The post-exilic temple-singers and door- 
keepers are therefore, in all probability, descend- 
ants of those who had discharged the same offices 
in the pre-exilic temple (so also A. Kuenen, Hist.- 
krit. onderzoek naar het ontstaan en de vcrzame- 
ling van de boeken des Ouden Verbonds, vol. iii. 
Leiden, 1865, p. 288 f.; and especially Koberle, 
whose assumptions, however, regarding the pre- 
exilic period go much farther). 

4. The Priesthood according to Deutero- 
nomy. — The relations of the cultus personnel at 
the close of the monarchical period are unquestion- 
ably portrayed in the Deuteronomic law, not but 
that the attempt is made by the legislator to 
modify these relations upon the ground of the 
centralization of the cultus for which he contends. 
The Deuteronomic law in its primitive form, which 
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has to be recovered from the present Bk. of Dt, 
is that book of the law which was found in the 
temple in the reign of Josiah, and which was the 
occasion of his reform of the cultus. The law- 
book proper is in any case contained in chs. 12-26. 
As a whole it cannot be much older than the date 
of its discovery, since its standpoint and its lan- 
guage both point to the time of Jeremiah. A 
ritual code proper it is not, rather are regulations 
about the cultus treated of only in so far as they 
touch the one demand of the legislator directly 
affecting the cultus, namely that for a single 
sanctuary, or have a bearing upon the social rela- 
tions about which he is concerned. Even the 
demand for a single place of worship is not really 
made in the interest of the cultus, but rather in 
that of the form of the belief in God. In the 
course of his legislation, which is not directed 
specially from the point of view of the Divine 
service, the author of the Deuteronomic law is far 
from giving a complete picture of the existing 
priestly relations, or of those to be established. 
In what he says about them there are gaps which 
must be tilled up from what we know from other 
sources. This cannot be done with complete 
certainty on all points. 

The priests are constantly referred to in Dt as 
•the Levite priests' (ha - kohdntm ha ■ ISwiyyim, 
17#.m i 8 i a t j The legislator evidently has in 
view, in this expression, a special descent, for in 
21*, in an older enactment, as it seems, borrowed 
by the author, there occurs the other expression, 
'the priests, the sons of Levi' (so also 31"). The 
same inference follows from 18 1 * the Levite priests, 
the whole tribe of Levi,' where the second desig- 
nation is probably in apposition with the first, in 
which case the author of the Deuteronomic law 
would not distinguish between "Levite priests' 
and 'Levites.' Since he recognizes only the one 
place chosen by Jahweh, namely Jerusalem, as a 
place of worship, it is only there that in his 
estimation real priests are to be found. But he 
knows of Levites who live scattered up and down 
in the land, and appears to be willing to concede 
to the whole of these, if they come to reside at 
Jerusalem, the same rights at its temple as the 
Levite priests who are settled there. Such at 
least is the simplest way of understanding Dt 18P"-: 
' And if a Levite come from any of thy gates out 
of all Israel, where he sojourneth, and come with 
all the desire of his soul unto the place which 
Jahweh shall choose, to minister there in the 
name of Jahweh his God like all his brethren, 
the Levites, who stand there before Jahweh, he 
shall eat the same portion [as they].' This last 
expression appears to refer to the priest's right to 
the sacrificial portions mentioned in v.*- and to 
the re'shtth. Every Levite thus appears to acquire 
priestly rights as soon as he takes up his abode 
at Jerusalem. It is true that 18 7 does not say 
that [the Levite] serves there 1 like all his brethren 
the Levite priests,' but ' like all his brethren the 
Levites.' Hence the interpretation is not abso- 
lutely excluded that the passage means to say 
that every member of the tribe of Levi who comes 
to Jerusalem may discharge functions there, ac- 
cording to bis special station, whether as priestly 
or as serving Levite, and that he is entitled to 
the payment corresponding to the particular ser- 
vice rendered (so van Hoonacker, Saccrdoce, etc. 
p. 174). This explanation, however, is not a prob- 
able one, because even in this passage there is not 
the slightest hint of any distinction amongst the 
Levites; and the expression here used of the 
Levites at Jerusalem, 'stand before Jahweh,' ap- 
pears al.«o outside Dt as tlie designation of the 
specifically priestly service (Ezk 44 1 '). 

In Dt 21* it is prescribed that the 'priests, the 



sons of Levi,' are to assist in the atoning ceremony 
for a murder that has been committed in the 
neighbourhood of a city of Israel ; those meant 
then are apparently priests from this particular 
city. In like manner in 24", where the treatment 
of leprosy is entrusted in quite general terms to 
the Levite priests, the existence of priests outside 
Jerusalem appears to be presupposed, for the 
Jerusalem priests could hardly have exercised the 
supervision in question for the whole country. 
Both these passages, which appear to be out of 
harmony with the Deuteronomic conception that 
there are priests only at Jerusalem, are probably 
borrowed from older laws which recognized a 

ftriesthood scattered up and down throughout the 
and. 

A distinction between priests and Levites is 
equally unknown to the expansions of the Deutero- 
nomic law. The parenetic introduction to Dt 
assumes that the tribe of Levi, after the destruc- 
tion of the golden calf (10 1 , cf. 9 ltB -), was chosen 
by Jahweh to bear the ark of the covenant, to 
stand before Jahweh to serve Him, and to bless 
in His name (10 8 ). This serving (shareth) and 
blessing are specially priestly functions. The 
meaning of this passage might, indeed, be that 
these functions and the bearing of the ark 
(which, according to another conception, that of 
the Priests' Codex [see below, § 8 d], is not a 
specially priestly office) were divided amongst 
different branches of the tribe of Levi. But in 
the passage belonging to some redactor of the 
Deuteronomic law, 31", the ark is borne by ' the 
priests, the sons of Levi,' while in v.* 8 its bearers 
are the Levites. The preservation of the law is, 
according to 31^, the business of the Levites; 
according to v. 9 (and 17"), it is the business of 
the priests, the sons of Levi (the Levite priests). 
Everywhere here there appears to be no difference 
recognized between Levites and priests. In ch. 27, 
which is also a section belonging to a redactor of 
the Deuteronomic law, the same persons who in 
v." are called Levite priests, appear to be called 
in v. 14 Levites (but cf., on this passage, Kautzsch, 
p. 288). Taking everything into account, neither 
in the Deuteronomic law nor in the additions to 
it is ' Levite ' employed as the special designation 
for a class of temple-servants subordinate to the 
priests. The supposition is, indeed, not absolutely 
excluded that priests and temple-servants are both 
included in the name ' Levites,' but even this is 
not likely. Rather would it appear that all 
through the Bk. of Deuteronomy we are to under- 
stand by Levites those only who are called to 
the priesthood proper. There can, indeed, be no 
doubt, after what we know from the J eho viatic 
account in the Bk. of Joshua (see above, § 3) about 
temple-slaves, that the author of the Deuteronomic 
law and those who expounded his law were ac- 
quainted with lower grades of temple-servants, 
but to all appearance they did not reckon these 
among the Levites. 

In the words of Dt 28 s ' the priest who shall be 
in those days,' there appears to be an allusion to 
one special priest, a chief priest. In 17 1 -', on the 
other hand, ' the priest ' may be taken rather as 
a typical designation for any priest (although it 
is against this interpretation that in v. 9 we nave 
the sing. ' the judge side by side with ' the Levite 
priests in the plural). Certainly in the redactory 
addition to the narrative introduction to Deutero- 
nomy, namely 10 6 , a chief priest is taken for 
granted : ' Aaron died, and his son Eleazar became 
priest in his stead,' i.e. Eleazar then became chief 
priest, he was a priest already (Gesch. p. 88 f.). 

If no undoubted mention of a chief priest can 
be found in the Deuteronomic law proper, still less 
does it speak of the other priestly dignities which, 
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according to the Books of Kings (see above, § 3), 
already existed in the pre-exUic period. This 
shows the incompleteness of the Deuteronomic data 
regarding priestly relations. 

Deuteronomy shows a distinct advance upon the 
older relations witnessed to in the Jehovistic book, 
in this, that no longer do we hear of lay priests. It is 
plainly assumed in Dt that only Levite priests are 
entitled to offer sacrifice. The whole duty of the 

5 nests is summed up in the expression 'serve 
ahweh' (sharcth Jahweh, 17" 21 s , also shdreth 
absolutely, 18 s * 7 ), or in the equivalent expression, 
•stand before Jahweh' (18 s -'). To this service 
belongs the pronouncing of the blessing upon the 
people (21 s 10"). Besides their special functions in 
connexion with the cultus, the priests are entrusted 
with the supervision of leprosy (24 8 ). Further, the 
priest has to give a hortatory address to the host 
of Israel before it moves out to battle (20 a,r -). The 
ancient priestly task of giving judicial decisions 
still persists in Deuteronomy. To deal with diffi- 
cult lawsuits, a superior court is established at 
Jerusalem (17 8,r •), in which Levite priests have a 
seat along with a lay judge (shophit). By the body 
of judges mentioned in 19 17 as consisting of priests 
and a plurality of shophitim, we should probably 
understand the local court. According to the 
decision of ' the priests, the sons of Levi,' shall 
every controversy and every offence be judged, 
hence the priests nave to take part in the atoning 
ceremony performed when a man has been mur- 
dered by an unknown hand (21 s ). Moreover, 
according to a passage, whose place as a con- 
stituent of the primitive Deuteronomy is not 
uncontested, 'the priests, the sons of Levi,' have to 
see to the preservation of the book of the law (17 18 ; 
cf. 31" and also v.*). 

The tribe of Levi has, according to Dt, no in- 
heritance in the land ; Jahweh is their inheritance, 
i.e. the Levite priests are to live by their holy 
service (18"- al., also in the introduction 10 s ). 
Personal ownership of land on the pary of a Levite 
is not thereby excluded (18 8 ). As he discharges 
his holy office, certain specified portions of the 
sacrifices and the dedicated gitts fall to the 
officiating priest. He receives the shoulder, the 
cheek, and the maw of all offerings in cattle and 
sheep (18 s ). The priest is to have the re'shith, 
the best, of corn, must, oil, and (<;f. 15 19 ) wool of 
sheep (18 4 ). According to 26 11 "-, however, the 
whole of the re'shith did not fall to the priest, at 
least not that of the fruit of trees (vv. 2 - 4 ) ; on the 
contrary, a feast is to be made of this, which does 
not, however, exclude the supposition that a 
portion of this meal had to be given to the priest. 
In what relation this re'shith stands to the tenth, 
anil whether the regulations about the re'shith 
belong to the original elements of the Deuteronomic 
law, is not quite clear (Nowack, p. 126); there is 
no mention of the officiating priest having a share 
of the meals held with the tithes. 

Quite peculiar weight is laid by the author of 
the Deuteronomic law on injunctions of kindness 
to the Levites. These manifestly cannot have in 
view the Levites who exercise priestly functions at 
Jerusalem, for they had their fixed perquisites from 
the offerings, and did not require kindness. Rather 
has the lawgiver in his mind the Levites of the 
country who did not discharge holy services, and 
he refers to them clearly in the expression, ' the 
Levite that is within thy gates ' (12"- 18 al. ). It is 
expressly enjoined that the Levites, along with 
other needy persons, are to be invited to the meals 
held with the tithes {I4r 7 -' M ), to the sacrificial 
meals (12 1S - m - 26 11 ), especially to the joyous cele- 
bration of the festivals (16"- "), and that the third 
year's tithe is to be given to them and to other 
needy ones (26 1S ). One is not, as it is expressed in 



these enactments, to 'forsake' the Levite (12 w 
14"), who is thus in need of religious charity. 
It is not clear at the outset what kind of Levites 
outside Jerusalem the author of the Deuteronomic 
law has in view in the above injunctions. It is 
generally supposed that he refers to the country 
Levites in general, in so far as these, owing to the 
centralization of the cultus demanded by the 
Deuteronomic law, would be deprived of their 
former income derived from the numerous places 
of worship in the country, the bani6th. But it is 
not at all likely that the author of the Deuteronomic 
law should confess to so special an interest in the 
priests of the bdmdth service which he prohibits, 
and which was largely mingled with idolatry. 
Moreover, he evidently conceives of the Levites, 
who are commended to charitable support, as 
already in destitution ; it is not as of the future 
but as of something present that he speaks, when 
he refers to the Levite 'who is within thy gates. 1 
Probably he is thinking of those Levites who had 
not taken part in the service on the high places, 
and yet, as not belonging to the Jerusalem priest- 
hood, were excluded from officiating in the cultus 
of the temple. He may also have had this class 
specially in view in speaking of the Levites to 
whom he desires to open the entrance to the cultus 
at Jerusalem whenever they take up their abode 
there. That there were such Levites in the time 
of Josiah is not to be doubted. The priestly family 
to which Jeremiah belonged lived at Anathoth, 
probably traced its origin to the Elidce (see above, 
§ 3), and can hardly be supposed to have been 
admitted by the Zadokite priests at Jerusalem to a 
share in the temple service. On the other hand, it 
is not conceivable, at least in the case of Jeremiah 
himself, that he took part in the bdmuth service, 
and thus his priestly descent brought him no income. 
Other Levites, too, may have found themselves in 
the same situation. 

The attitude of the author of the Deuteronomic 
law to the non-Jerusalemite Levites is of great 
importance for the forming of a judgment on his 
legislation and its origin. It is accordingly, in 
the opinion of the present writer, improbable 
that the author of the Deuteronomic law belonged, 
as is mostly held at present, to the Jerusaleniite 
priesthood, and it is further extremely probable 
that although, like the prophets long before him, 
he stands up for Jerusalem as the legitimate place 
of worship, the cultus forms he describes are not 
specifically Jerusaleniite. To this may be ascribed 
many of the differences between the Deuteronomic 
prescriptions and those of other codes in the Penta- 
teuch. In any case the author of the Deutero- 
nomic law, in view of the many points of contact 
between Jeremiah and the laws in Dt, must have 
stood near to the circle in which Jeremiah moved, 
that is to say, at once the prophetical and the non- 
Jerusalemite Levitical circle. The circumstance 
that it was Hllkiab, the chief priest under Josiah, 
who caused the 'book of the law' (i.e. Deutero- 
nomy), which he found in the temple during the 
execution of some repairs, to be submitted to the 
king (2 K 22 8ff -), is no evidence that this book was 
the genuine expression of the then aims of the 
Jerusaleniite priesthood. We have no reason to 
doubt that Hilkiah bund fide regarded the book 
which he had found, and whose origin he need not 
have known, as the ancient book of the law, and 
gave weight to it as such, without regard to the con- 
venience or inconvenience of its contents. Besides, 
we may suppose that the requirement of the cen- 
tralization of the cultus, which underlies the whole 
of Dt, was so extremely welcome to the Jerusaleniite 
chief priest that it would go less against the grain 
for him to take into the barguiu other requirements 
which did not exactly serve the special interests of 
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the Jerusalemite priesthood. Further, we have no 
reason to think of Hilkiah as prejudiced in favour 
of this speeial interest. 

5. The Priesthood from Josiah's Reform to 
the Exile.— The requirements of Dt on behalf of 
the Levites were not carried out to their full extent 
in Josiah's reform. Even from this circumstance it 
may be inferred that Hilkiah, under whose guid- 
ance probably the reform was conducted, is not to 
be credited with the formulating of the Deutero- 
nomic legislation. A consistent carrying out of 
the letter of the Deuteronomic prescriptions would 
have required that, after the abolition by Josiah of 
all places of worship except the temple at Jeru- 
salem, all non-Jerusalemite Levites who desired 
it should be equally admitted to the cultus at 
Jerusalem ; for Dt sets up no distinction amongst 
the Levites outside Jerusalem, between those who 
are entitled to this and those who are not. Not- 
withstanding, in so far as the narrative in Kings 
is correct, and in this instance its correctness 
hardly admits of doubt, nothing like a general 
admission of Levites took place. Hilkiah, if he 
was the moving agent in formulating Dt, must 
thus either have failed to carry out thoroughly his 
own aims, or he did not in the Deuteronomic pro- 

E -amine give correct expression to these aims, 
ittle probability attaches to either of these 
suppositions. 

According to the narrative of Kings (2 K 23), 
Josiah, in his purification of the cultus by the 
suppression of the bdmCth worship, appears to have 
distinguished between three categories of priests 
outside Jerusalem. The kem&rim he deposed (v. 8 ). 
By these are meant, in accordance with the uniform 
OT use of this word (see above, § 1), and in view of 
the way in which the ke~mdrtm are introduced in 
connexion with the suppression of the Baal worship 
which found expression in the adoration of sun, 
moon, and stars — idolatrous priests. The kohdntm 
from the cities of Judah were assembled by the 
king (v. 8 ), but he did not permit the priests of the 
high places to ascend the altar of Jahweh at Jeru- 
salem, but allowed them to ' eat mafzdth in the 
midst of their brethren' (v. 9 ). By this is perhaps 
meant that they had to remain in their respective 
places and there find their bread. In this sense 
the expression would certainly be somewhat 
strange, and there would be no indication then 
that these bdmCth priests were treated with any 
less severity than the Mmdrtm, although it must 
be assumed that they were. We must therefore 
suppose that the expression 'eating of mazz6th' 
has reference to some favour shown them in the 
matter of maintenance (Gesch. p. 225 f.). Of a 
third class of non-Jerusalemite priests there is not 
express mention ; but since it is said that the 
kokdnim (in a body) were assembled at Jerusalem, 
and then the special treatment of the kohdntm of the 
high places is indicated, the assembling can hardly 
have had any object except to separate these 
bdmCth priests from other non-Jerusalemite priests 
who had not been priests of the high places. Kuenen 
(ThT, xxiv. [1890] p. 27) objects, indeed, to this 
explanation, with apparent right, when he says 
that then the order of words in 2 K 23 s would 
require to be 'akh kohdnS lia-bdmAth Id' ya'dlH. 
But the contrast is between 1 he brought to Jeru- 
salem * (v. 8 ) and ' the priests of the high places 
went not up,' so that the order of words ('akh Id' 
ya'dlA) can be justified also on our view. Those 
non-Jerusalemite priests who had not been priests 
of the high places were then probably admitted by 
Josiah, in accordance with the directions of Dt 
regarding the Levites, to a share in the cultus at 
Jerusalem. If this was done, the requirements of 
Dt were satisfied in the spirit, although certainly 
not to the extent of what, taken in the letter, they 



might express. On the other hand, if by the priests 
of the high places (v. 9 ) who were excluded by 
Josiah from the service of the altar, we are to 
understand all non-Jerusalemite Levites, it must 
be held that the Deuteronomic demands in favour 
of the admission of the non-Jerusalemite Levites 
had no regard paid to them at all. Considering 
the impression which the law made upon Josiah, 
this is not exactly probable, for Dt demands in no 
ambiguous terms that the non-Jerusalemite Levites 
should be admitted to some share in the holy ser- 
vice. It is possible, no doubt, that in the narrative 
of Kings the admission of non-Jerusalemite Levites 
to the cultus is passed over in silence, not without 
intention, because it might appear objectionable to 
the author. In the cities ot the old kingdom of 
Samaria, which were likewise purified of the 
bdmCth, Josiah, according to the narrative of 
Kings, offered all the bdmCth priests upon the 
altars (v. w ). Whether this bloody measure was 
literally carried out may indeed be doubted. On 
other points the story of the reform of the cultus 
makes the impression of being based upon good 
authority. For instance, in the mention of the 
eating or mazzCth (or whatever may have been the 
original expression in what is perhaps now a 
corrupt text) by the former priests or the high 
places in the midst of their brethren, the author 
must have had in view a special arrangement no 
longer clearly intelligible to us, which cannot have 
been invented by him after the analogy of certain 
relations in which the priests found themselves at 
a later period, or which were known from other 
sources. 

The Bk. of Jeremiah calls the prophet's rela- 
tives at Anathoth kohdntm (V); they would have 
been called in_ Dt Levites. Besides this, in a 
passage which it is difficult to assign to Jeremiah 
himself, the Deuteronomic expression * Levite 
priests ' is employed (33 18 ), and in the same place 
there is mention of ' the Levites, the priests, my 
(sc. Jahweh's) ministers' (v. al ), or, more briefly, 'the 
Levites that minister to me ' (v.**). The Bk. of 
Jeremiah bears no witness to the existence of a 
class of Levites distinct from the priests. But it 
certainly witnesses to an organization of the 
priestly body. There is mention of elders of the 
priests (19 1 ), the office of chief superintendent in 
the temple (20 1 2ff at ), as well as that of keeper of 
the threshold (35 4 ). The priests, even the higher 
grades of them, appear to be still regarded as 
court officials ; at least the chief superintendent 
Zephaniah (29*'- a ) makes bis appearance as a 
messenger of king Zedekiah (21 1 37*). 

6. The Priesthood in Ezekiel's State of 
the Future. — During the Exile, the prophet 
Ezekiel, the son of Buzi, of priestly descent (Ezk 
I s ), drew up a set of statutes for the future theo- 
cracy. These statutes are thoroughly imbued 
with a priestly spirit, and in view of the com- 
manding position which is assigned in them to the 
sons of Zadok, the Jerusalemite priestly family, 
there can be no doubt that Ezekiel himself belonged 
to this family. 

In the State of the future, in what shall then be 
the sole existing temple, that at Jerusalem, he 
permits (44 1 "-) none but the Levite priests (cf. 43 19 ), 
the sons of Zadok, to enjoy priestly rights, to offer 
to Jahweh fat and blood, to enter His sanctuary 
and to approach His table ; this prerogative is to 
belong to them because they kept the charge of 
the sanctuary of Jahweh when the children of 
Israel went astray. The prophet's meaning clearly 
is, that the Zadokites kept the service of Jahweh 
pure when the people deviated into idolatry— a 
statement which, of course, has only a measure of 
truth, for the intrusion of idolatry into the temple 
at Jerusalem in the reign of Manasseh cannot 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 PRIESTS AND LEVITES 



PRIESTS AND LEVITES 



have taken place without some complicity on the 
part of the Jerusalemite priests. The Zadokites 
are contrasted hy Ezekiel with the Levites who 
went astray from Jahweh when Israel apostatized, 
who left the service of Jahweh for that of idols. 
They are to bear their iniquity, they shall not 
approach Jahweh to exercise the office of priest to 
Him, nor approach His holy things ; on the con- 
trary, they are to take the place of the foreigners 
who have hitherto been allowed to enter the 
sanctuary as keepers of it, and in their room they 
are to keep watch at the doors of the temple, to 
be ministers of the house, to slay the burnt- 
offering and the sacrifice of the people, and to 
stand before them (the Israelites) to minister to 
them (44 8ff -)- Besides slaughtering the victims, 
the * ministers of the house, i.e. the non-Zadokite 
Levites, have, further, to cook the sacrifices of the 
people (48"). 

It is plain that by the non-Zadokite Levites, 
Ezekiel means the former priests of the high 
places, who had abetted the people's practice of 
idolatry on the high places, (or this they are to 
be deprived of their former priestly rank and 
degraded to the position of temple - servants. 
From this it may be seen that Josiah's reform 
had not been able to destroy the former bamCth 
priests' claim to priestly rights. They could, in 
face of that reform, appeal to the enactment of 
Dt, whereby an equal share in the priestly service 
at Jerusalem was open to all Levites who might 
come to attach themselves to the cultus there. 

The explanation of Ezekiel's ' Levites ' as the 
former priests of the high places has been rightly 
maintained, especially by Graf, Kuenen, and Welf- 
hausen. On the other hand, one cannot infer, as 
has been done by the writers just named, from 
Ezekiel's presentation of the case, that up till then 
there were in the temple at Jerusalem no other 
servants of the priests or of the temple beyond the 
foreigners spoken of. Ezekiel demands merely 
that the foreigners who had previously given ser- 
vice in the sanctuary, and who are known from 
the Jehovistic passages in the Bk. of Joshua (see 
above, § 3) as temple-slaves, should have their 

(dace taken in future by the former priests of the 
ligh places. But besides such servants, there 
may, even prior to the time of Ezekiel, have been 
Israelites, possibly even Levites in particular, who 
held in the temple a position subordinate to the 

f>riests and intermediate between them and the 
aity. Ezekiel speaks of a degradation not of the 
Levites as a body, but only of those of them who 
had been priests of the idol-worship. Only in a 
later passage (48") does he say of the 'Levites' 
generally, in distinction from the sons of Zadok, 
that they ' went astray,' but, after the previous 
description of the manner of this going astray, it 
may be so put for the sake of shortness. That 
besides those who went astray and the Zadokites 
there is yet another group of Levites recognized by 
Ezekiel, namely those who had even at an earlier 
period occupied the position now assigned to the 
former bainCth priests, of this there is certainly 
nowhere a clear expression. One might think 
to deduce it from 40*"-, where— before the de- 
grading of the idolatrous Levites is spoken of — a 
distinction is made between 'the priests, the 
keepers of the charge of the house, and ' the 
priests, the keepers of the charge of the altar, 
which are the sons of Zadok, who from among the 
sons of Levi draw near to Jahweh to minister to 
him' (Genrh. p. 106). Smend (ad loc.) and Kuenen 
(ThT, 1890, p. 23) would refer the words 'these 
are the sons of Zadok' to both the preceding 
definitions of the kohdntm, so that by ' keepers 
of the charge of the house ' we should not have to 
understand Levites as distinguished from Zadok- 1 



ites. This does not appear to the present writer 
to be permissible, seeing that in 44" it is expressly 
said or the Levites that they are to be ' ministers 
of the house,' and in 44" that it is they that are to 
be ' keepers of the charge of the house ' (cf. 46**), 
whereas 44 w says of the sons of Zadok that they 
are to draw near to the table of Jahweh, which 
corresponds to the definition ' to keep the charge 
of the altar.' _ Kuenen appears to be decidedly 
wrong when, in answer to the present writers 
distinguishing of two classes of priests in 40 4M -, 
he objects that the south hall and the north hall 
in 40"'-, of which the first is for the keepers of the 
charge of the house, and the second for the keepers 
of the charge of the altar, are, according to 42 1 *, 
both intended for the priests proper, ' who draw 
near to Jahweh,' i.e. the Zadokites. The south 
hall and the north hall of 40 4 "- are quite different 
from the north halls and south halls of 42 u (ob- 
serve hall* to the north and halls to the south,' 
both times in the plural). The two single halls of 
40*"- lie outside the inner gate, i.e. the south gate 
and the north gate leading to the inner fore-court, 
by the side of the gate (v.* 4 ). The north halls and 
south halls of 42 1S are situated opposite the inner 
fore-court, i.e. outside the latter, on its north and 
south sides (see Smend, ad loc.). From 42 u it 
cannot then be inferred that the kohdntm men- 
tioned in 40 4 *'* are all to be regarded as Zadokites. 
But even if in this passage a distinction is already 
made between priests of first and second rank, it 
is possible that there is in this a proleptic reference 
to the later statements about the degrading of the 
priests of the high places. If so, it is certainly 
surprising that only in 40 48 are even the lower 
class spoken of as kohdntm. The two classes are 
elsewhere distinguished by Ezekiel in the same 
fashion, but the designation kohdntm for the lower 
class occurs no more after the rule has been laid 
down in ch. 44 that the Levites who went astray 
are no longer to discharge priestly services. On 
the contrary, 45 4 ' - speaks of ' the priests, the 
ministers of the sanctuary, who draw near to 
minister to Jahweh,' and, along with these, of 
' the Levites, the ministers of the house.' There- 
fore it seems to follow from the peculiar form of 
designation, kohdntm, applied only in 40 4Bt to the 
lower class, that the distinction of kohdnim of two 
grades was familiar to Ezekiel from already exist- 
ing relations (so Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. 
p. 195), but that in his later utterances he pur- 
posely avoided giving to the lower class the name 
of ' priests,' after he had denied the priestly char- 
acter to the apostate Levites who were assigned to 
this class. That there should have been a second 
class of priests even prior to the Exile is not 
astonishing in view of the various priestly dig- 
nities recognized in the Bks. of Kings (see above, 
§ 3). If this were really the case, the priests of 
secondary rank will, of course, have been different 
from the foreigners, the temple-slaves. The latter 
are required by Ezekiel to l>e in future wholly dis- 
carded. His Levites, i.e. the former priests of the 
high places, are, on this presupposition, to dis- 
charge in the future cultus the duties which 
hitherto have been discharged by the priests of the 
second rank and the foreigners. 

A chief priest is not known to the future theo- 
cracy of Ezekiel any more than a king, but only a 
'prince ' {nasi'), to whom certain priestly preroga- 
tives belong, as they had done to the pre-exilic 
king. The prince may upon certain occasions 
enter the east gate of the inner fore-court, but 
not this court itself ; he is to defray the cost of 
the daily offering and the material for the offer- 
ings at the great festivals, and for the people 
(Gesch. p. 129 f.). 'The priest' who officiates at 
1 the atonement for the sanctuary on the firnt day 
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of the first and seventh months (45 1M -) can hardly 
be the chief priest (Smend, ad loc.), hut may 
rather be regarded as the particular Zadokite who 
happens to officiate. It has frequently been 
assumed that these ordinances of Ezekiel imply 
the non-existence of a ' high priest ' up to his 
time. It may be, indeed, that prior to Ezekiel no 
priest bore the exact title ' high priest ' ; but there 
can be no doubt, from the account of things in the 
Bks. of Kings, that prior even to the Exile there 
was a chief priest at Jerusalem. In Ezekiel's 
theocracy Jahweh is directly present, hence it has 
no room for a human king, and is just as little 
in want of a single priestly mediator (this also 

X'nst Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 388, 
holds that Ezekiel intends, by the emphasis 
he lays on Zadok as the father of the Jerusalemite 
priesthood, to recognize in his State of the future 
a ' high priest ' such as Zadok was). Ezekiel's 
temple has no sacred ark, to which such a priest 
had to draw near, but God Himself dwells in the 
temple. It may he that in the words, ' Away with 
the tiara (mipwpheth, elsewhere only as the desig- 
nation of the high priest's turban in the Priests' 
Code, cf. ?anipk in Zee 3 8 ), hence with the crown 1 
(Ezk 21" [Eng.*]), there is a distinct rejection 
both of the kingship and of the high priesthood 
expressed (Gesch. p. 1 1 8 f . )- At all events, in view 
of the dropping of the title of * king ' in Ezekiel's 
theocracy, it would not be surprising if he meant 
a hitherto existing high priesthood to be also dis- 
carded. 

Ezekiel gives special injunctions to the priests. 
They are to perform the holy service, clothed in 
linen, not in wool, in order to avoid sweat (44 ,7t ). 
This official dress they are to put off when they go 
out to the outer court, that they may not sanctify 
the people with their holy garments (v. 19 ). In like 
manner, in order to avoid sanctifying the people, 
it is enacted that the priests are to boil the guilt- 
offering and the sin-offering and to bake the minhdh 
in chambers of the inner court, but not to bring 
them into the outer court (48 ut ). Their hair they 
are neither to let grow long nor to shave off, but 
to cut ; when they go into the inner court they 
may not drink wine (44**-). They may not marry 
a divorced woman, but only a virgin of the house 
of Israel or the widow of a priest (v."). They are 
not to defile themselves with dead bodies except in 
the case of the nearest relations ; in the event of 
such defilement the priest is not to be allowed to 
enter the inner court and present his sin-offering 
till the seventh day after his purification (v.*'-). 
An injunction, which was indeed of general 
application (cf. Ex 22 30 ), is addressed with special 
emphasis to the priests, namely that they are not 
to eat of animals that have died of themselves or 
been torn (v. 31 ). Amongst the functions assigned 
to the priests, besides the offering of sacrifice, there 
is the instruction of the people in the difference 
between holy and profane, clean and unclean, as 
well as the giving of judicial decisions (v. m ). 

The principle already laid down in Dt, and re- 
peated by Ezekiel, that the priests are to have 
no inheritance in the land of Israel, that Jahweh 
is their inheritance (44 s8 ), is not carried through 
consistently by Ezekiel. He assigns to the priests 
the land immediately surrounding the temple, as a 
holy terHmah or ' portion ' to dwell on (45 lrf - 48 ,()<r •) ; 
the Levites receive the district touching on the 
priests' land (45 s 48"). The land of the priests 
and Levites is an inalienable possession (48"). Be- 
sides this the priests have, as in Dt, but after a 
different arrangement, definite portions assigned 
them of the sacrifices and sacred gifts. The min- 
hdh, the sin-ottering and the guilt-offering they 
have to consume in the chambers of the temple 
(42» 44»). Every * devoted thing 'in Israel falls 



to them (44 s *), and, in the case of the consecrated 
gifts, the best (the re'skith) of all the first-fruits 
of everything, and of every heave-ottering (tlru- 
mah), of everything of all heave-offerings, along 
with which special mention is made, further, of 
the best (the re'skith) of the dough (44*°). By 
the heave-ottering appears to be meant vegetable 
products of the land, along with the first-fruits 
already mentioned. Of the heave-offering also 
only the re'skith is assigned to the priest. What 
is to be done with the rest is not indicated, per- 
haps it goes to the State (Gesch. p. 126 f.). 

7. The Priesthood from Ezekiel to Ezra. 
— Ezekiel's ordinances were of an ideal character, 
calculated upon a hoped-for restoration of the 
theocracy. During the Exile, when there was no 
holy service performed, we learn nothing about 
the condition of the priestly arrangements. Only 
Deutero- Isaiah speaks of 'holy princes' (43**), by 
which probably priest-princes are meant, and in 
that case a priesthood organized in different grades 
is presupposed, such as we make acquaintance with 
in Kings. A prophet writing in the period after 
the Return, who appears to have belonged to the 
school of Deutero- Isaiah, but can scarcely have 
been identical with him, rises to the broad-minded 
expectation that Jahweh in the future will take to 
Himself even Gentiles ' for priests, for Levites' (Is 
66", where read cnSS O'm) ; see Gesch. p. 249 f.). 
Whether the prophet understands the terms 
* priests ' and ' Levites ' to be identical in mean- 
ing, or distinguishes between them (so, recently, 
again, Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 206 ff.), 
is not perfectly clear ; but the probability is that 
the two terms are regarded as equivalent, as other- 
wise there would be an anti climax in the order 
'priests, Levjtes.' The statement assumes the 
simplest character if one emends (with Kuenen, 
Dunm [ad loc], Kittel [ad loc.], and Chej'ne [Introd. 
to the Book of Isaiah, London, 1895, p. 377]) 0'«$> 
cr? ' for Levite priests.' 

From the post-exilic community we have authen- 
tic information about the condition of the priest- 
hood, first of all from Haggai and Zechanah in 
the second year of king Darius (Hystaspis), B.C. 
520. Both these prophets speak of Joshua, the 
head of the priestly body, as ' high priest ' (ha- 
kohen ha-gddol, Hag l 1 - ,a - M , Zee 3 1, 8 al. ), a designa- 
tion of which we have found hitherto only isolated 
occurrences in Kings, without having any guarantee 
from these that we are entitled to look upon it as 
a pre-exilic title. When, in the vision of Zechariah, 
the Satan accuses the high priest, his complaint is 
repelled by the angel of Janweh, in the name of 
Jahweh • who has chosen Jerusalem ' (Zee 3 2 ). The 
high priest then is clearly viewed as the represen- 
tative of Jerusalem, and thus, in all probability, 
of the whole community. Without the nigh priest, 
Zechariah cannot portray the consummation of all 
things under the Zcmah, i.e. the Messiah. He 
thinks of a priest'as standing on the right (LXX) 
of the future king (6 1 *). In another passage in 
this same prophet, the Messiah himself appears to 
be represented as in possession of priestly preroga- 
tives, when it is said of Joshua and his companions, 
i.e. the rest of the priests, that they are ' men of 
the sign,' in allusion to the coming of the %cmah, 
under whom the sin of the land is to be taken away 
in one day (3 8 '-). To Joshua the promise is made 
that, if he will walk in Jahweh's ways and keep His 
charge, he shall judge Jahweh's house (i.e. Israel ; 
tddin would scarcely be used of the management 
of the temple [Wellhausen, Nowack], although the 
temple appears to suit better the mention of 
'courts' in the same context), keep His courts, 
and have a place to walk among those who stand 
! before God (3 7 ). Joshua is thus thought of as 
! the culminating head of the people, the director 
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of the cultus, the mediator between the community 
and God. The high priest is manifestly conceived 
of by Zechariah as anointed (as in the Priests' 
Code), for the 'two sons of oil' of Zee 4 W can 
hardly stand for anything else than the Davidie- 
ally descended Zerubbabel and the high priest 
Joshua. 

All this marks a view of the dignity of the chief 
priest which is diametrically opposed to the pro- 
gramme of Ezekiel, and which cannot be under- 
stood as a direct expansion of what we have learned 
from Dt or the prophets or the historical books to 
have been the development of things hitherto. Of 
course, through the restoration of Israel, after the 
Exile, the dignity of the chief priest acquired extra 
elevation, because he was now head of the com- 
munity with no longer a king by his side. But in 
spite of all this it appears to the present writer 
inconceivable, that in the course of the 52 years 
which had elapsed since Ezekiel in the five and 
twentieth year of his captivity (B.C. 572) had his 
vision of the new Jerusalem with its new ordin- 
ances (40 1 ), the high priestly dignity should have 
made its appearance as a wholly new creation. If 
Ezekiel is silent about a chief priest, this is — as the 
statements in the Bks. of Kings show — plainly 
not because there had been no chief priest at 
Jerusalem up till then, but is due to an intentional 
reaction against a then actually existing oHice. 
But even if this be so, the rank of the chief priest 
must, in the interval between Dt and Zechariah, 
or even between Ezekiel and Zechariah, have been 
raised in a way of which there is no evidence in the 
sources as yet adduced, and which is not intelligible 
on the ground simply of the changed circumstances. 
We shall have to return later on to inquire to what 
influence this alteration is to be ascribed (see below, 
§8*). 

In Haggai the priests are asked for tCrdh, i.e. 
oral direction, and this with reference to the dis- 
tinction of clean and unclean (2" ff -). From the fact 
that the reply is given by word of mouth, it does 
not follow that there was as yet no written tdrah 
at all on this subject ; even where such exists, oral 
direction as to its application in any particular case 
is still requisite. By Zechariah, too, it is regarded 
as the business of the priests— as well as the pro- 
phets — to give information about a question affect- 
ing religious observances (7 s ). 

Neither Haggai nor Zechariah make any mention 
of Levites alongside of priests. Our first authentic 
witness to Levites is in the time of Ezra. . Accord- 
ing to the account given in Ezra's own Memoirs 
(indicated hereafter by M, which stands also for 
the Memoirs of Nehemiah), Ezra was accompanied 
to Palestine by two priestly houses, that of Gershom 
of the sons of Phinelias, and that of Daniel of the 
sons of Ithamar (Ezr 8* M). No Levites came for- 
ward at first to join him (v. ,s M). It was only at 
Ezra's special request that 38 Levites were at 
length prepared to go with him (v. 18L M). Of the 
Nethinim, ' whom David and the princes had given 
for the service of the Levites,' there went with 
Ezra 220 men (v. 20 M). The fact that so few 
Levites, and these only after much pressing, con- 
sented to follow Ezra, must have Deen due to 
special circumstances. The Levites, who in Ezr 
and Neh are everywhere sharply distinguished from 
the priests, must be understood to be those whom 
Ezekiel had called Levites in the narrower sense, 
i.e. the descendants of the nou- Jerusalem ite priests 
of the high places. The station which Ezekiel had 
assigned to them in the State of the future must 
have presented few attractions. Still the distinc- 
tion between priests and Levites among those who 
returned with Ezra can scarcely be based merely 
upon the ordinance proposed by Ezekiel, but, like 
the appearance of the high priest in Zechariah, is 



probably to be attributed to the influence of another 
classification which had meanwhile come into force 
(cf. below, § 8 g). But even apart from such, and 
even if there was no thought of introducing the 
ideal constitution of Ezekiel, the situation was 
not a favourable one for these 1 Levites.' As Ezra 
himself, according to what is quite a credible 
account of his descent (Ezr 7"-), was a Zadokite, 
the descendants of the former priests of Jeru- 
salem would, as a matter of course, take the 
lead amongst the returned exiles, so that other 
'Levites,' who were not in a position to claim 
that they belonged to the priestly aristocracy, must 
give way to them. 

The Memoirs of both Ezra and Nehemiah make 
a distinction, which the Bks. of Ezr and Neh do 
not make everywhere throughout, between the 
Levites and the singers and doorkeepers of the 
temple (e.g. Ezr KF"- M ; see Gesch. p. 142, and 
cf. below, § 9). These are classes which meet us 
for the first time in the post-exilic period (the 
'singers' of Ezk 40 44 are based upon a textual 
error, see Smend, ad loc. ; otherwise Kfiberle, p. 
17 ft". ). But it is not likely that these classes 
constitute a really new phenomenon, which first 
took its rise in the Exile, for, during a period when 
there was neither temple nor cultus, professional 
classes like these can scarcely have been formed. 
And as little — even if the representation given 
in Neh 7 (?M) = Ezr 2, that already amongst those 
who returned with Zerubbabel there were singers 
and doorkeepers, should be incorrect— can these 
classes have come into being for the first time 
under the wretched conditions that marked the 
beginnings of the cultus in post-exilic Jerusalem. 
Rather, it may be inferred, in the post-exilic 
singers and doorkeepers we have to do with the 
descendants of doorkeepers and singers of the pre- 
exilic temple, just as in the Nethinim with 
descendants of pre-exilic temple-slaves. The post- 
exilic singers, doorkeepers, and Nethinim are con- 
sequently an argument in favour of the existence 
of a numerous non-priestly personnel of servants 
in the pre-exilic temple. 

In a statistical account of the Astarte temple, 
inscribed on stone, found on the site of the ancient 
Kition, and belonging perhaps to the 4th cent. B.C. 
(CIS, I. 86a and B), there is mention of a whole 
series of different servants of the temple, who 
correspond in part to the Jerusalem temple- 
servants : those who had charge of the curtains, 
gatekeepers, those who had to attend to the 
slaying of the sacrificial victims, female singers 
or dancers (noSy). A personnel of a similar kind 
was, in fact, required by every considerable 
temple. 

The post-exilic Levites in the narrower sense, 
on the other hand, cannot be identified with any 
office in the pre-exilic temple. Although the class 
known in post-exilic times as ' Levite3 ' owed its 
origin, to all appearance, to the programme of 
Ezekiel, yet the presence of special doorkeepers, 
alongside the Levites, in the post-exilic temple, 
shows that the Levites had not become precisely 
what he intended, for he had assigned to them 
the charge of the temple doors (see above, § 6). 
From the same circumstance it may be inferred 
with probability that the class of doorkeepers 
existed prior to Ezekiel, and that he intended 
to amalgamate his Levites with these. If the 
list contained in Neh 7 is what in the present text 
it gives itself out to be, namely a catalogue of 
those who at the first returned from the Exile 
with Zerubbabel (Neh 7 7 ), the first g6lah that 
returned already included all the above classes 
of sanctuary servants. Along with 4289 priests 
the list mentions 74 Levites, 148 (128) singers, 
138 (139) doorkeepers, 392 Nethinim and sons of 
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Solomon's servants (Neh 7 38ff -, cf. Ezr 2 3Mr *)- But 
]>erhaps the probability is greater that we have 
to do here with a list of the population of Judah 
at the time of Nehemiah. The very small number 
of Levites will have to be explained in this passage 
in the same way as in the notice regarding those 
that returned with Ezra (see above). Another 
list (Neh ll 10 " 11 '), which likewise has reference per- 
haps to the time of Nehemiah (the Chronicler, at 
all events, understands it so), gives, amongst the 
numbers of those dwelling in Jerusalem, for the 
priests 1192; for the Levites, to whom the singers 
are here reckoned, 284 ; for the doorkeepers 172. 
This list, however, as it does not distinguish be- 
tween Levites and singers, may not have been 
drawn up till after the time of Nehemiah. Ezra 
himself says nothing of singers and doorkeepers 
having returned with him ; it is only in the later 
narrative, Ezr 7 7 , that they are mentioned, but 
without any statement of their numbers, amongst 
the dillcrent classes of those who accompanied 
Ezra. It may be that they had already returned 
in such numbers, that, when Ezra set out, there 
were either no more singers and doorkeepers in 
Babylon at all (Vogelstein, p. 38 f.), or none that 
were prepared to go with him. On the other 
hand, 220 Nethinira returned with Ezra (Ezr 8 W 
M). 

The same list in Neh 7, whose date is uncertain, 
lays great stress on the priests being able to prove 
their priestly genealogy ; the families that could 
not do this were excluded from the priesthood 
(v.° ff -). What was demanded in the matter of 
this genealogy is not evident from the expressions 
used, whether perchance descent from Zadok had 
to be proved, in accordance with the ordinance of 
Ezekiel, or from Aaron, as is required by the 
Priests' Code. 

The above were the constituent elements of the 
service of the temple, when, according to the 
usually accepted date, in B.C. 445 or 444, during 
the governorship of Nehemiah, Ezra caused the 
I>aw to be read aloud in solemn assembly (Neh 
8 ff. ). This law— probably the whole Pentateuch, 
otherwise only the so-oalfed Priests' Code, i.e. the 
ceremonial law contained in the middle books of 
the Pentateuch — contained also regulations re- 
garding the priesthood which up till then had not 
possessed normative force, at whatever time they 
may have originated. In the position, however, 
answering to that in the Priests Code, which was 
assumed by the high priest in the new Jewish 
community, even before the arrival of Ezra (see 
above), we shall have to recognize an influence 
exerted, prior to its public promulgation, by the 
legislation of the Priests' Code which was gradu- 
ally arranged or collected, if not composed, by 
the scribes in Babylon. In this Code, as is well 
known, the high priest has a unique position 
given to him. The influence of the same legisla- 
tion is probably to be traced likewise in the ex- 
plicit distinction between priests and Levites 
amongst those who returned with Ezra, and still 
more clearly in the circumstance that some priests 
who returned with Ezra traced their descent to 
Aaron (Ithamar), but not to Zadok (Phinehas). 
This influence of the Priests' Code upon the re- 
lations of the new community prior to Ezra's 
appearance in Palestine, is enough to exclude the 
view, which is sometimes put forward, that Ezra 
composed the Priests' Code after his arrival, i.e., 
according to the usual chronology, between the 
years B.c. 458 and 445 or 444. At least the rudi- 
mentary stage of the Priests' Code must be placed, 
in view of the position of the high priest in the 
time of the propnet Zechariah, not less than about 
a century before the time of Ezra. 

In all probability the publication of the Law was 
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preceded by the appearance of the short prophetical 
writing wnich has come down to us under the 
name Malachi, which is derived from one of its 
catch-words, or may even be a title of honour 
given to its author. It was probably written 
after the arrival of Ezra, as it occupies itself with 
the question of the mixed marriages, which, so 
far as we know, was first agitated by him. The 
covenant with the priests is called in Malachi the 
covenant with Levi or with the Levites (2 4,8 ), 
which does not agree with the terminology of the 
Priests' Codex, and hence appears to point to a 
date prior to its publication. It cannot, surely, 
be supposed that, with reference to an oppression 
of the serving Levites by the priests, the latter are 
reminded by Malachi that Jahweh has entered 
into covenant with the whole tribe of Levi (Vogel- 
stein, p. 24 f. ), for what Malachi complains of is 
not ill-treatment of the Levites by the priests, 
but that the priests handle the tdrah wrongly and 
with respect of persons (2 , '-) ) i.e. of course in* their 
dealings with the community. Malachi calls 
those who present the offerings ' sons of Levi ' (3 3 ), 
and betrays no acquaintance with the term 
' Levites ' iu the special sense of the Priests' Code, 
namely as the appellation of a class of inferior 
ministers of the sanctuary. The terminology of 
the Priests' Codex had thu6, at all events, not 
become current in the time of Malachi. It is 
true that in Malachi the paying of the tithes is 
demanded, not for the holding of feasts, as in Dt, 
but for the store-house of the temple, as ' food,' 
i.e. for those who live by their temple service 
(38. 10) This agrees with the requirement of the 
Priests' Code published by Ezra, but this par- 
ticular ordinance may have come into force even 
prior, to the publication of the Code. 

8. The Priesthood according to the Law 
contained in the 1 priestly writing.'— we 
do not know what was the compass of the law- 
book which obtained recognition under Ezra. 
Probably we should understand by it the whole 
Pentateuch. The narrative of the reading of the 
law and the binding of the people to obey it is 
scarcely, it is true, taken directly from the 
Memoirs of Ezra, but certain traces indicate that 
it goes back to these. The indications which 
the narrative of the reading of the law gives 
as to its contents point in part (the prohibition 
of marriage with the Canaanites, Neh 10 31 ) to 
Deut*ronomy, or even to the still older legislation 
contained in the Jehovistic book, but in great 
measure to enactments which are to be found 
only in the code contained in that source of the 
Pentateuch which it lias become customary to 
call as a whole the ' Priestly Writing' (Neh 8 ie> 18 
2QS4. seir.) This portion of the law of Ezra is a 
new factor which, at whatever time it may have 
originated, had not hitherto obtained public recog- 
nition or been generally known. It is true that 
in certain new ordinances regarding the situation 
of the priests, introduced in the period between 
the First Return and the arrival of Ezra (see 
above, § 7), influences are to be traced which pro- 
ceeded from this code, whether already in existence 
or in process of coming into being. 

The Priestly Writing occupies itself more than 
any of the collections of laws that had hitherto 
obtained validity, with the relations of the priest- 
hood, and, on this account and because of its having 
undeniably originated in the circle of the priests, 
may be called after them. Its legislation, which 
deals mainly with ritual, is not, indeed, specially 
designed for the priests. It is not meant to be a 
manual of rules for the discharge of the priestly 
service. These, indeed, are not fully given on 
many points ; rather are the readers or hearers it 
has in view, primarily the members of the con- 
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gregation. The latter, however, are instructed 
mainly about the organization of the holy ser- 
vice and of those who perform it, about the rights 
and duties appertaining to the priests. Neverthe- 
less, for the sake of brevity, the law contained in 
the 'Priestly Writing' may be called, after the 
example of others, the Priests' Code. 

a. The priests in the Law of Holiness and in 

S articular 'tdrdth.' — It is owing only to redaction 
y a single hand that the Priests' Code has 
reached a harmonious character ; this redaction 
has clearly welded it together from a variety of 
components. Even the views it gives of the 
priestly relations have not been all cast in one 
mould. In those components of the Priests' Code 
which manifestly are to be recognized as the 
oldest, the so-called ' Law of Holiness,' i.e. the 
main stock of Lv 17-26, as well as particular 
tGrOth akin to this, which were perhaps originally 
combined with it or may have had currency by 
themselves (Lv 6f., 11 [12-15. 27], Nu 5 llff - 6 1 ' 3 * 
15 57 -* 1 ), we hear only of ' the priests ' or * the priest,' 
namely the one officiating ; but the priests are not 
more clearly defined as to their descent, and there 
is no mention of Levites or other sanctuary servants 
along with them. It is a later process of redaction 
that nas introduced into these passages the designa- 
tion of the priests with reference to Aaron and his 
sons. In Lv 6 7 (Eng.") 'sons of Aaron' appears 
to stand in the place of an original ' the priest,' 
for this subject is followed in v. 8 < Sb > by the singular 
of the verb. The quite isolated mention of the 
Levites in these portions (Lv 25 3s "* 4 ) is certainly 
an interpolation. On the other hand, even the 
original Law of Holiness probably contained very 
minute prescriptions as to purity on the part of 
the priests (Lv 21 lff> ). This law appears, further, 
to have been acquainted with a chief priest, for 
the connexion of the section which lays down 
special rules for his purity (Lv 2l 10ff -) with the 
Law of Holiness scarcely admits of a doubt (it is 
doubted, indeed, by H. Weinel, 'nro und seine 
Derivate,' in ZATW, 1898, p. 28 ff.). In favour 
of this connexion is the expression, not used else- 
where in the Priests' Code, ' the priest who is 
greater than his brethren' (v. lu ). To the older 
elements probably belongs also the prescription 
that this first priest is not to leave the sanctuary 
in the event of a bereavement (Lv 21 la ), which 
presupposes that he lives in the sanctuary (as 
Eli did), a view which is taken nowheft else 
in the Priests' Code. 

To what date these oldest components of the 
Priests' Code should be attributed it is hard to de- 
cide. At present they are usually assigned to the 
Exile, near the time of Ezekiel. So much is un- 
questionably right, that the Law of Holiness still 
existed as a collection by itself during the Exile, 
and that it received then its conclusion which fits 
only that period (Lv 20 3<r -) But, beyond this, 
it does not follow necessarily from the special 
points of contact between Ezekiel and this law, 
that both belong to nearly the same period. 
These points of contact may be due to the fact 
that Ezekiel made quite a special use of the Law 
of Holiness, and specially attached himself to it. 
The demand which stands at the head of this law 
(Lv 17 lff- ), that all slaying of animals must take 
place before the sanctuary (which was afterwards 
Drought by a redactor into relation to the tent of 
meeting, which was not originally mentioned), 
could be obeyed only at a time when there were 
more sanctuaries than one (so, following Dillmann, 
Gesch. p. 47). This would lead us to think of the 

£re-Deuteronomic period. That the author of the 
>euteronomic law was acquainted with the turah 
about leprosy which has come down to us in Lv 
13 f., outside the specially so-called ' Law of Holi- 



ness,' but belonging to those special turCth akin to 
this law (see above), is not improbable, seeing that, 
at all events, some leprosy-iwrdA entrusted to the 
priests is known to him (Dt 24 8 ). 

If the Law of Holiness originally presupposed 
the existence of a plurality of sanctuaries, it 
remains doubtful whether it thinks of a single 
chief priest for all the sanctuaries, or assumes that 
there will be a number of chief priests taking 
charge of the different sanctuaries. 

b. The Aaronite priests. — The other components 
of the Priests' Code exhibit a harmonious system 
of organization of the priesthood; although even 
here, in matters of detail, differences of various 
strata and innovations are not to be overlooked. 
A priesthood, according to the Priestly Writing, 
first came into being in Israel in the time of 
Moses, when the one legitimate place of sacrifice, 
the tent of meeting, was by Divine direction 
established. Previously, according to this writing, 
the fathers of Israel had offered no sacrifices, and 
consequently required no priests. Moses installed 
as priests his brother Aaron and the latter's sons. 
Only to the descendants of these do the priestly 
rights pass on. The terms 'sons of Aaron' and 
'priests' are thus synonymous (Ex 28 41 2D 44 40 1 * ff - 
etc.). Only two or Aaron's sons, Eleazar and 
Ithamar, perpetuate the family. A preference, 
however, is given to the sons of Eleazar above 
those of Ithamar, when, on the occasion of a pro- 
pitiatory action on the part of Phinehas, the son of 
Eleazar, the covenant of an everlasting priesthood 
is entered into only with him and his seed (Nu 
25 1 *-). 

For the exercise of the holy office the sons of 
Aaron are provided with a special priestly attire, 
Ex 28*° ff -— linen breeches and a long coat {kith- 
oneth), besides a girdle and a turban. The upper 
garments are, according to Ex 39*, to be all of 
shesh, i.e., lion-owing an Egyptian term, byxsus, 
therefore white, till we come to the girdle, which, 
according to Ex 39* (if here it is the girdle of the 
priests in general and not that of the high priest 
that is spoken of), is composed of the four colours 
of the sanctuary, namely white, crimson, blue- 
purple, and red-purple. At all events, according 
to Josephus {Ant. in. vii. 2), the white ground of 
the priest's girdle had flowers of the four colours 
wrought into it. Shoes, which are nowhere men- 
tioned, are apparently not to be worn by the 
priests while performing the sacred office ; they 
probably go barefooted (Ex 3 8 [.IE]), just as the 
Phoenician priests wore not shoes but linen socks 
(Pietschsmann, Gesch. der Phbnizier, Berlin, 1889, 
p. 223). The white garments of shesh correspond 
to the linen robe, the 'ephod bad, which in olden 
times was worn by the Hebrew priests (1 S 2 1 *). 
Linen was the material of the priest's dress also 
among the Babylonians (Gunkel, Archiv f. Be- 
ligionsivissenschaft, i. [1898] p. 297) and the Egyp- 
tians (Ancessi, p. 102 H'.; Kenan, Hist, du peupU 
d Israel, i. 149; Gesch. p. 70 f.). The employment 
of shesh instead of the more common linen is to 
be set down as a later refinement. 

The ritual functions of the priests, specified in 
the Priests' Code, are of a manifold character. 
The priests have to sprinkle the blood of the 
victim in the sanctuary (Lv i»-»-> 8 etc.), to offer 
the sacrifices (i.e. lay them upon the altar and 
cause them to go up in the sacred fire (Lv 
j7-». iaf. is-17 etc.); they alone may accomplish the 
kappdrdh ('covering ') effected by the presentation 
of the offerings (Lv 4**- 85 etc. ). On the other hand, 
the killing, flaying, and cutting up of the victim 
is, according to the Priests' Code (differing in this 
from Ezekiel), the business of the person making 
the offering, even should he be a layman (Lv 
l*' al. ; see Gesch. p. 114 f.). The priests have, 
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further, to pour out the drink-offering (Nu 6 17 ), 
they have to perform the whole service connected 
with the altar of burnt - offering (Ex 30 10 ) and 
(spoken with special reference to Aaron) the altar 
or incense (Ex 30 7 '-). Only an Aaronite, and 'no 
stranger' may offer incense at all (Nu 17 B [Eng. 
16*]). The Aaronites alone have charge of. the 
table of shew bread (Lv 24 8 , spoken specially of 
Aaron) and the candlestick (Ex 27*-")- From Ex 
30"-, Lv 24*, Nu 8 M ' it does not result that, accord- 
ing to another older enactment, only the high 
pnest had charge of the candlestick (Vogelstein, 
p. 63). When 'Aaron' alone is spoken of here, 
it is as the representative of the priesthood 
in general. As such he performs in the Priests' 
Code the whole of the priestly service, and in 
other passages as well he is named alone as stand- 
ing for the priests in general. Ex 27" ' Aaron and 
his sons ' will not be incorrect, then, as the explana- 
tion of the other passages which speak of Aaron 
alone. Only the priests may go within the sanc- 
tuary (Ex SO 10 ). A ' stranger,' i.e. a non- Aaronite, 
who approaches the altar or the space inside the 
curtain shall die (Nu 18 7 ). Amongst the holiest 
articles which may be approached only by holy 
persons, i.e. only by the priests, is reckoned even 
the laver in the fore-court (Ex SO 28 *-)- 

Even outside tlte sanctuary there are special 
duties assigned to the priests. They have to 
remove the ashes from the altar to a clean place 
without the camp (Lv 6* [Eng. "]) ; they nave 
(specially Eleazar, but this while Aaron was yet 
alive) charge of the holy anointing oil (Nu 4", 
which is perhaps to be assigned to a redactor, see 
Dillni. Nnmeri, etc., 1886, p. 14 f.). They alone 
may pronounce the blessing upon the people (Nu 
6 13 "-), and in war or at the festivals are to blow 
with the sacred trumpets (Nu lO 8 *- 31 8 ). They 
have to watch over the distinction between holy 
and profane, unclean and clean, and to instruct 
the children of Israel in all statutes which Jahweh 
has spoken to them through Moses (Lv 10 ,w -), 
whereby prolwibly those statutes are specially in- 
tended which have regard to holy and profane, 
clean and unclean. 

The priests have, further, to pronounce the curse 
on the woman who is accused of adultery, and to 
give her the water of bitterness to drink (Nu 5 lsff - ) j 
they have to reconsecrate the head of the Nazirite 
who has been defiled (Nu 6"), to determine the 
presence of leprosy in human beings, in houses, 
and in clothes, as well as to pronounce the declara- 
tion of cleanness from leprosy, and, in the latter 
case, to carry out the sprinkling of the man to be 
cleansed with the sacrificial blood, as well as the 
sprinkling and pouring out of oil (Lv 13 f.). At 
the slaying ana burning of the red heifer, from 
whose ashes the water of purification for those 
who have been defiled by touching a dead body is 
to be prepared, the priest ( Eleazar in the lifetime 
of Aaron) is to be present ; he has to sprinkle the 
blood, and to throw various ingredients into the 
burning (Nu 19 wr -). The priests have, further, to 
determine the valuation of persons that have been 
vowed (Lv 27 s ), of vowed unclean beasts (v. Uf -), of 
the consecrated house (v. 14 ) or field (v. 16ff -). 

Aaron and his sons are installed in office by a 
solemn consecration, with ' filling of the hand,' i.e. 
by the presenting of a dedicatory offering placed 
in their hand, the 'fill-offering' (Ex 29, Lv 8 al. ; 
cf. on the filling of the hand, above, § 2). That 
this act of consecration is to be repeated in the 
case of every priest afterwards is not said, and how 
far this was actually done is questionable (Schurer, 
p. 231 f., note 25). In other passages an anointing 
of the priests is spoken of (Ex 28« 30 30 al.). But 
at the same time the title ' the anointed ' as an 
expression of honour is used only of the high priest 



(Lv4 8 - B - u al.). At the ceremony of consecrating 
the priests there is mention only of the anointing 
of Aaron (Ex 29 7 ), and the anointing is viewed as 
the sign of the high-priestly succession (v. 38 ). 

Clearly we have to do here (as Wellhausen 
was the first to see) with two strata of the Priests' 
Code; one of which assumes the anointing of all 
priests, the other only that of the high priest. 
Through combining the two views, the description 
has originated which makes it appear as if origin- 
ally all priests were anointed, while in future the 
high priest alone is to be anointed (GtocA. pp. 25, 
48 f.). Nowhere in the OT outside the Priests' 
Code is the anointing of ordinary priests assumed, 
but that of the high priest is assumed in several 
passages (Weinel in ZATW, 1898, p. 28). 

Full priestly rights belong to such Aaronites as 
are free from bodily defects. No one who suffers 
from any such blemish is to go within the sanctu- 
ary or approach the altar. On the other hand, 
even such persons are entitled, like the other 
Aaronites, to eat of the holy and the most holy 
otferingR (Lv 21 lMr -). On pain of being cut off, the 
priests have to refrain from sacrificing and from 
eating of the sacrificial flesh as long as they are 
tainted with any Levitical unclcanness (Lv 22 1 *-)- 
The prohibition which applied to all Israelites 
(Lv TV*') against eating the flesh of an animal 
that had died of itself or been torn, is addressed 
with special emphasis to the priests (Lv 22 s ). 
Before performing the sacred ofhee they have to 
wash their hands and feet in the brazen laver (Ex 
3Qiwr. 40 s "- ) f and may not, before going into the 
sanctuary to perform their duties, drink wine or 
strong drink (Lv 10 8 '-). They are forbidden to 
marry a harlot, a polluted, or a divorced woman 
(Lv 21 7 ). A priest's daughter who by harlotry has 
profaned the oftico of her father is to be burned 
with fire (v. 9 ). The priests are forbidden to defile 
themselves through the dead, with the exception 
of defilement by the corpse of the nearest blood 
relations (Lv 21 lff# ). In all cases of bereavement 
they are forbidden to exhibit signs of mourning 
by making a baldness upon their heads, cutting 
their beards at the corners, or making cuttings in 
their flesh (v. s ). — These prescriptions for the main- 
taining of purity on the part of the priests are found 
to a large extent in the Law of Holiness, and may 
already have belonged to its main stock, and thus 
have been merely adopted by the Priests' Code. 

0* The high priest. — At the head of the priestly 
body stands, in the time of Moses, his brother 
Aaron, and in later times always one of the 
descendants of the latter (Ex 29< yf - etc.). After 
the death of Aaron the functions of chief priest 
are undertaken by his eldest son Eleazar, wno in 
turn is succeeded by his son Phinehas (Nu 25 Uff -) ; 
which seems to assume an arrangement for the 
succession of the firstborn. Aaron, like the other 
priests, usually bears the simple title ha-kdhen 
(Ex 29 30 31 10 etc.). There are few passages in 
which the chief priest receives the name of honour 
' the anointed priest ' (lia-kohen ha-mdshiah, Lv 
4 s - •• 18 6 18 ; cf. Gesch. p. 26 ; these passages, and, in 
general, the majority of those in P in which an 
anointing is mentioned, are considered by Weinel 
[ZATW, 1898, p. 30 ft".] to be additions). Equally 
seldom, three times only, does the chief priest bear 
the title ' high priest' [ha-kohen ha-g&dOl, Lv 21 l0 , 
Nu 3S 28 - The high-priestly dignitv is clearly 
thought of as conferred for life (Nu 35*^- K ). With 
solemnities lasting for seven days each new high 
priest is to be installed in office, with putting on 
of the holy attire, anointing, and filling the hand 
(Ex 29 a "*) ; he has on this occasion, like Aaron on 
the day of his anointing, to otter a minhdh (Lv 
6 1Sff - ; so at least according to tho present text, see 
Dillm. adloc). 
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The chief priest is distinguished by two minutely 
described official costumes, - One of these is wholly 
of linen. He wears this only when he goes into 
the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement (Lv 
1Q4. 2S. s») j n discharging the rest of his functions, 
he has to wear above the white kithdncth of slush 
worn by all the priests, a variegated dress of the four 
colours of the sanctuary, blue-purple, red-purple, 
crimson, and white, interwoven with gold ( Ex 28 9 " - , 
Lv 8 7fr - al.). The different parts of this dress are 
described in detail, yet their exact structure is not 
quite clearly recognizable. Above his under- 
garment the high priest wears his distinguishing 
ephod, kept together at the shoulders by a couple 
or clasps formed of shoham stone, upon each of 
which are engraved six names of the tribes of 
Israel (cf. art. EPHOD). Upon his breast, above 
the ephod, the high priest wears the four-cornered 
hoshen suspended by little chains. Set in this 
externally are twelve precious stones in four rows, 
having engraved upon them the names of the 
twelve tribes. The hoshen must be conceived of 
as a species of pocket (cf. art. Breastplate of 
THE High Priest), for in it are deposited the 
Urim and Thummim, which evidently are to be 
thought of as tangible objects (cf. art. URIM AND 
Thummim). Upon the hem of the upper-garment 
(mt'il) which was attached to the ephod, there 
hang alternately pomegranates and little bells. 
In the front of his turban (mizncpheth) the high 
priest wears upon his forehead a golden diadem 
inscribed ' Holy to Jahweh.' The high priest 
alone is entitled to carry the Urim and Thummim 
(Ex 28 : '°, Lv 8*), and to pronounce the 'judgment 
of the Urim ' before Jahweh ; and by this decision, 
as that of a Divine oracle, Israel has to abide (Nu 
27"- 18 ). 

None but the high priest may go into the Holy 
of Holies on the yearly Day of Atonement, to 
make propitiation for the priests and the congrega- 
tion, and carry through the ceremony with the two 
goats, in which he has to make atonement also for 
the sanctuary (Lv 16 8ff -, cf. Ex 30">). Above all, it 
rests with him alone to make atonement for his 
own guilt and that of his house (Lv 4**, cf. &"■), 
as well as for the community as a whole (Lv 4 1Mr -, 
cf. 9 IMr -; differently, as it would appear, Nu 15 28 , 
see Gcsch. p. 27, note). He has to offer a daily 
min/idh (Lv 6 12 ' w , where ' on the day of his anoint- 
ing' [v. 13 ] is probably a later addition, by which 
the daily offering is transformed into one ottered 
once for all at the time of his installation in the 
priestly office). Moreover, he has to take his share 
m the service rendered by the other priests (Ex 
27 ai )- The role of mediator, apart from the above- 
mentioned atoning transactions, he assumes by 
bearing upon his breastplate the names of the 
children ot Israel, when he goes into the sanctuary 
(Ex28-»). 

The high priest Eleazar is named in the first 
rank, along with Joshua, the prince of the tribes 
(Nu 34 17ff -, cf. Jos 14'). At his word, spoken by 
means of the Urim, the whole congregation is to 
go out and come in (Nu 2T Ma -). After the death 
of the high priest the manslayer is safe to leave 
the city of refuge (Nu 35* '*). The duration of 
the high priest's office is treated in this enactment 
as an epoch at whose close certain questions that 
have remained open are to be regarded as now 
settled (the interpretation proposed in Gesch. p. 28, 
and approved by Van Hoonacker, Saccrdore, etc. 
p. 340, finds no justification either in the Priests' 
Code or in the OT generally). The high priest 
holds no other position or secular authority. 
When Moses and Aaron together number the 
people (Nu l 3 - 17 ), Aaron acts in this matter simply 
as the brother of Israel's leader. 

Special injunrtions regarding purity are laid 



upon the high priest, which are stricter than those 
for the rest or the priests. Like the latter, they 
are found in the Law of Holiness. According to 
them, ' the priest who is greater than his brethren ' 
may marry only a virgin of his people, and not, as 
is permitted to the other priests, a widow (Lv 
21" ff -). He is not to defile himself through any 
dead body, even that of a father or mother (v. 11 ). 
He is forbidden, as a sign of mourning, to let his 
hair grow long or to rend his clothes (v. 10 ). 

If the high priest have brought guilt upon the 
people through any sin of his, he has to present a 
sin-ottering, with ceremonies specially prescribed 
for this particular case ( Lv 4 3jr - ), because a sin on 
the part of the spiritual head of the people is 
looked on as bringing special trouble upon the 
whole community. Sins affecting the priesthood, 
i.e. violations of the laws given to the priests, 
have to be expiated by Aaron and his sons 
(Nu 18 l ; not by the high priest alone [Benzinger, 
p. 422], but by him and the rest of the priests). 

d. The Lentes. — The Aaronite priests are, in the 
Priests' Code, a special family of the tribe of Levi. 
The designation 1 Levites ' is only in isolated 
instances used of all that belong to this tribe, 
including the Aaronites(Ex 6 20 , Lv 25 :SM -, Nu35 lff ) ; 
it is usually applied to the non-Aaronite Levites 
alone. The whole tribe is, like the other tribes, 
divided into ' fathers' houses ' with their heads or 
princes (Ex 6 a , Nu 3 Uff ). The tribe as a whole is 
considered as consecrated to God, this by way of 
compensation for the firstborn of man in Israel 
who all rightfully belonged to the Deity (Nu 
S^- al.). The Levites in the narrower sense are 
not, like the Aaronites, servants of Jahweh, but 
are given to the priests or to Jahweh for the 
service of the tabernacle, as is emphatically ex- 
pressed in the designation of the Levites as 
nethnntm, 'given' (Nu 3 9 8 19 18 6 ), which clearly 
stands in some relation to the name applied to the 
foreign temple-slaves in the Bks. of Ezr and Neh, 
namely, Ncthinim. In other passages, without 
the term nethunim being employed, it is said of 
the Levites that they serve the dwelling-place of 
Jahweh, or that they serve Aaron, or the congre- 
gation. Here, as in the case of the priestly 
service, the verb shareth is used, but not, as in 
that case, absolutely, but with the object of 
service : the ' dwelling - place,' i.e. the tent of 
meeting, 'Aaron,' or 'the congregation' (Nu I s0 
3* 16" 18 2 ). The Levites minister to the priests 
' before ' the tent of meeting. The Levites are 
forbidden to approach, like the priests, the vessels 
in the inner sanctuary or the altar ; by doing so 
they would bring death upon themselves and upon 
the priests (Nu 18 21 ). The technical term for the 
service of the Levites is shdmar, ' guard,' which 
suits the Levites of the Priests' Code in so far as 
they, in the arrangement of the camp, have to 
encamp with the priests immediatelv around the 
tabernacle, so that in point of fact they do guard 
the latter (Nu l 41 '- 33 al.). A 'stranger,' i.e. one 
who is neither priest nor Levite, who intrudes into 
this circle round the holy dwelling-place, shall die 
(Nu 3*). The standing employment of the verb 
shdmar for the service of the Levites indicates 
clearly that the prescription for the (purely ideal) 
arrangement of the camp corresponds to some 
actual duties performed by those whom the 
l'riests' Code calls Levites. Surely the shdmar 
of the Levites has some connexion with the work 
of the doorkeepers of the temple in the Bk. of 
Ezra. The Levites are called in the Priests' Code 
directly shomrc mishmfreth, 'guardians' of the 
sanctuary or 'the dwelling-place' of Jahweh (Nu 
338. 3i 3i-V).47). i n Nu 3 M the term is extended 
even to the priests, with reference to the arranire- 
ment of the camp. Besides, the same verb shdmar 
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is employed in an untechnical sense, in a few 
isolated instances in the Priests' Code (Nu 3 10 18 7 ), 
of the priestly service in general (so also in the 
post -exilic Zechariah), and then, further (so 
shdmar is used in the Priests' Code), of the ser- 
vice of God in general, i.e. of one's attitude 
towards His commandments (Gn 26 s ). All this 
shows that we have here to do with a very 
ancient terminology, which probably reaches back 
far beyond the time when there was a special 
class of doorkeepers of the temple. Perhaps it 
preserves a trace that the Levites were originally 
the 'guarding' escort of the sacred ark, which 
would be quite conceivable, even if the name lewi 
has nothing to do with this duty (see above, § 1). 
In any case, it may be gathered from the above 
use of shdmar that the guarding of a sanctuary in 
some form was at one time the essential task of 
the Levites. It has been suggested that it was 
the guarding of a divine image, as was the main 
duty of the priest among the ancient Arabs (Well- 
hausen, lieste*, p. 130). But there appears to be a 
special reference to the escorting of the sacred 
ark, which accompanied Israel in their journey ings 
and campaigns, in the remarkable term, likewise 
used very occasionally of the Levites' service, ?abd', 
' to render military service ' (Nu 4 23 al.). 

When the host of Israel is upon the march, the 
Levitical family of the Kohathites has charge of 
carrying the tabernacle and its vessels, after these 
have been covered by the priests from the view of 
the Levites, who may not look upon them (Nu 
4**-). None but Levites may attend to the carry- 
ing and the setting-up of the tabernacle ; any non- 
Levite doing so must be put to death (Nu l 81 18 4 - M ). 
Hence the service of the Levites is spoken of as 
a 'covering' for the children of Israel, that no 
plague come upon them when they come nigh to 
the sanctuary (Nu 8 ltf ). Then it is the Levites 
who, according to Ex 3S 21 , under the direction of 
the Aaronite Ithamar, take churge of the 'num- 
bering of the dwelling of the testimony,' i.e. the 
keeping account of the gifts ottered for its con- 
struction. There is no indication of any other 
duties performed by the Levites than those of 
carrying the tabernacle, encamping around the 
sanctuary, and keeping the account just men- 
tioned. Wherein, apart from encamping round 
the sanctuary, consisted the charge assigned to 
the Levites over the dwelling of the testimony 
and all its vessels and everything belonging to it 
(Nu l 50 ), or 'the keeping of the charge' of the 
dwelling of the testimony and its vessels (Nu I s3 
3 s al. ), or the ' work ' of the Levites ' about the 
tabernacle ' (Nu 4 3 ), or their 'service' about the 
dwelling or the tabernacle (Nu 3 7 '- 4 M al.) — is not 
indicated. Thus we do not learn what the Levites 
liave to do when the sanctuary is set up and the 
service is being conducted in it, and tnus have, 
further, no indication of what is to be the work 
of the Levites once Israel has reached the goal of 
its wanderings and attained to a settled mode 
of life. It may only be supposed from the desig- 
nation of the Levites' work as 'service of the 
congregation,' that the intention of the law was 
to assign to the Levites some kind of intermediate 
function between the congregation and the priests. 
The lower services at the sanctuary, once it was 
set up, appear also to be pointed to in Nu l 50 , 
where the service of the tabernacle is presented as 
a duty distinct from that of carrying it. 

The data regarding the period of service of the 
Levites are not harmonious. In Nu 4 3ff - it is given 
as from the thirtieth to the fiftieth year ; Nu 
on the other hand, enacts that the Levites have 
to serve from their twenty-fifth year, and it is 
added that from their fiftieth year onwards they 
are no longer to serve, but to assist their brethren 



(the serving Levites). This enactment is clearly 
a later addition (Gesch. p. 34). 

In Nu 8 4ff - a ceremony for the installation of the 
Levites is described : tho children of Israel (no 
doubt the elders) lay their hands upon them as 
upon an offering, and the Levites are waved be- 
fore Jahweh as a gift of the Israelites— a repre- 
sentation which manifestly results from the con- 
ception of the Levites as a substitute for the 
ottering of the firstborn of man. They are to be 
treated in this ceremony — which cannot be thought 
of as literally performed, but simply gives expres- 
sion to a theory — like those sacrificial portions 
which fall to the priests, because the Levites also 
are given to the latter to be their own (so rightly 
A. Van Hoonacker, Le vau de Jephthi, Louvain, 
1893, p. 40 H'.). 

The 'tribe of Levi,' i.e. prolinbly the Levites 
and also the Aaronites, is exempted from being 
numbered amongst the children of Israel (Nu 1** 
Z 33 ), i.e. from military service. 

Sins affecting the sanctuary, i.e. any defilement 
of it, have to be expiated by the Aaronites and 
Aaron's father's house, the Koliathites, that branch 
of the Levites who have to cany the holiest vessels 
(Nu 18 1 ). The Levites, without distinction, have 
to expiate the sins of their service (Nu 18"- 3 ). 

The distinction between prists and Levites is 
not represented as having gained validity without 
opposition. The narrative of the rebellion of the 
Levite Korah against Aaron and Moses (Nu 16) 
serves to exhibit this distinction as one divinely 
determined : the prerogatives of Aaron are estab- 
lished in opposition to Korah. In this account, 
however, a still older narrative, belonging to an- 
other stratum of the Priests' Code, may be dis- 
entangled, in which Korah stands up, not for the 
prerogatives of the Levites as against the Aaron- 
ites, but for those of the whole congregation as 
against the Levites. To this older stratum at- 
taches itself the narrative of Nu 17 Sff- , in which 
the budding of Aaron's rod confirms the unique 
position, not of the Aaronites, but of the whole 
tribe of Levi (Gesch. p. 3411'.; cf. art. KOKAH, 
DATHAN, A MR AM). 

e. The serving women. — Only in a single passage 
in the Priests' Code is there mention of serving 
women (Ex 38* 1 ). They minister at the door of 
the tabernacle ; and this service, like that of the 
Levites, is described by the term zubu ; but wherein 
it consisted we have not a word of information. 
We learn merely that these women were provided 
with mirrors of brass. The only other reference 
in the whole of the OT to such women as serving 
at the sanctuary is in 1 S 2** (wanting in LXX 
except in A and Luc. ), where they are introduced 
as if they had been in existence in the time of Eli 
at Shilon ; but as in this passage the ' tent of 
meeting' is spoken of, as in the Priests' Code, 
whereas, in other i>assnges, at Shiloh a built temple 
is presupposed, we have to do, no doubt, with an 
interpolation based ujkui the Priests' Code. 

f. The revenues of t/te priests and Levites. — The 
priests, like the Levites, have a fixed revenue 
assigned them in return for their services. It is 
presupposed in this that they are without posses- 
sions, i.e. they have not, lite the other tribes, a 
tribal territory (Nu IS'-*- **■ 2G«*). 

The priests dues from the offerings, the tHrA- 
m6th, 'heave-offerings' (Nu 18 s - w ), are calculated 
on a more liberal scale than in I)t and even than 
in Ezk, or at all events they are specified more 
exactly than in the latter hook, whicli does not 
name the tithe and the firstlings. The skin of 
the burnt-ottering falls to the officiating priest 
(Lv 7 8 ) ; from the */u'/«7rt/»/i-ott'erings he is entitled 
to a cake (v. 14 ), as well as to the wave-breast and 
the heave- thigh (Ex 29-" 7 ' 1 al.); in the case of the 
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*A#amfm-offering of the Nazirite he receives not 
only the wave-breast and heave-thigh, but also 
the shoulder of the ram and two cakes as a wave- 
offering (Nu 6 1W -). Of the 'holy,' i.e. not 'most 
holy,' offerings the male and female members of 
the house of Aaron are to eat in a clean place the 
wave-breast and the heave-thigh, and in general 
the tirtimCth that fell due of these offerings (Lv 
10 14 '-, Nu 18"*); the priest who presents the offering 
may thus bring these portions into his house 
ana there distribute them. The members of the 
priest's house who are entitled to participate in 
these meals are exactly specified ; any one who by 
mistake and without warrant eats of the holy 
thing is to restore to the priest what he has taken, 
with a fifth part added to it (Lv 22 10ff -). Every 
tirdmah belongs to the particular priest to whom 
on any occasion one hands it over, and not to the 
whole of the priests (Nu $*•). Of the ' most holy ' 
offerings — the ininhdh, the guilt-offering, and the 
sin-offering— nothing may be taken into the priests' 
houses; whatever portion of these does not find 
its way to the altar, or is not in certain specified 
instances burned (Lv G 28 ), is to be eaten only by 
Levitically clean male Aaronites in the holy place, 
according to the different regulations for the re- 
spective offerings, it may be by the priest who 
presents the offering, it may be by all male Aaron- 
ites (Lv 2 s 5 13 6 19 etc.). The shewbread also, as 
most holy, is to be eaten by male Aaronites in 
the holy place (Lv 24"). 

Besides the above, the priests have firstling- 
dues. To them belong the firstborn of clean beasts ; 
those of unclean beasts and of man are to be 
redeemed (Nu I8 ,8ff -)- The redemption price, for 
arriving at which a mode of reckoning is given, 
probably falls, as a logical consequence, to the 
priests, although this is not expressly stated (Gesch. 
p. 41). In later times, at all events, it was so 
arranged (Schiirer, p. 254). In the case of the first- 
born of clean beasts, the flesh, in so far as this is not 
the portion of the altar, falls to the priest, and may 
be eaten by him and the male and female members 
of his household (Nu 18"'-). The re'shith that has 
to be offered of oil, must, and corn, as well as the 
first-fruits (bikk&rim) of everything, belong to the 
priests ; all clean persons in the priest's house, 
male and female, may eat of them (Nu IB"**). 
The question whether re'shith and bikk&rim have 
both to be paid from the same products of the 
ground may remain open (Gesch. p. 124 ff. ; Schiirer, 
p ; 245). The two leavened firstling-loaves of the 
Feast of Pentecost, along with the two lambs to 
be added as a shilamim- offering, are assigned to 
the priest (Lv 23**). Further, of the devoted things 
that which is called hirem belongs to the priests 
(Nu 18") ; likewise in the year of jubilee there 
falls to them the field regarded as hirem, which 
has been dedicated, not redeemed, and yet sold 
(Lv 27 s1 ). The re'shith of dough, which, according 
to Nu 15 1 '-' 1 , is to be paid to Jahweh, is probably 
to be understood as falling to the priests, although 
this is not expressly said. In the case of a with- 
holding of the proper dues, restitution has to be 
made to the priest, with the addition of a fifth 
part (Lv 5 18 ). If any one has unwittingly taken 
from his neighbour anything belonging to him, 
and if restitution to the injured party is not pos- 
sible, the articles which require to be restored 
belong to the priest who offers the guilt-ottering 
for the offender (Nu 5 8 ). 

Of sacred dues the tenth belongs to the Levites, 
who in turn have to pay a tenth of this to the 
priests (Nu 18 2K24ff ). Originally, according to Nu 
18 s0 , all that was in view here was the tenth of 
field and vineyard produce. It appears to be a 
later expansion when Lv 21 ^a, • demands, in addi- 
tion to tliis, the tenth of cattle and sheep. Priests 



and Levites receive a fixed percentage of the spoil 
taken in war (Nu 31**-)- 

The Priests' Code enjoins, further, in what is 
perhaps an addition subsequent to the time of 
Nehemiah, a tax for the sanctuary (Ex 30 uff * ; see 
Gesch. p. 219 f.); this does not fall to the priests, 
but is spent on the ' service of the tent of meeting,' 
i.e. for the expense of the regular cultus. 

The idea that the tribe of Levi has no inherit- 
ance finds strange expression in the purely theo- 
retical and evidently late added {Gesch. p. 42 f.) 
statement (Nu 3* 1 - 48 ) that Jahweh has taken to 
Himself the cattle of the Levites in place of the 
firstborn of the cattle of the children of Israel. 
The matter is meant thus to be viewed as if the 
Levites had not an absolute property in their 
cattle, but only the usufruct of them. In speak- 
ing of the possession of cattle the Priests' Code is 
thinking of the injunction (which is not quite in 
harmony with the absence of possessions on the 
part of the tribe of Levi) that 48 cities in the 
Promised Land should be set apart for the tribe 
of Levi to dwell in, along with the surrounding 
pasture lands to feed their cattle (Nu 35"')- These 
cities, with their houses and pasture lands, are an 
inalienable possession ; whatever may have been 
sold of them is redeemable at any time, and, if it 
is not redeemed, it returns to the Levites in the 
year of jubilee (Lv 25 SMr "). The carrying out of 
this enactment about Levitical cities is recorded in 
a narrative in the Bk. of Joshua (ch. 21), belong- 
ing to the Priestly Writing ; and here a distinction, 
not found in the earlier directions, is made between 
Levitical and priestly cities ; the sons of Aaron 
receive 13 of the 48 cities. 

tf. The. date of the priestly system in the ' Priestly 
Writing. ' — Even apart from the older elements 
(P 1 , see above, § 8 a) which detach themselves from 
the main body of the Priests' Code, the date of the 
priestly system exhibited by this Code is not a 
single one. In general the consistent character of 
the system (P*) is not to be denied, but certain 
smaller constituents detach themselves as clearly 
new to it (P*). But, even after the removal of these 
elements, everything (in P*) is not of one cast ; in 
the view taken of the Levites, for instance, apart 
from an innovation (Nu 8 8 " 21 [see, further, below] 
and w. 28 " 86 [see above, § 8 d]), there is no mistaking 
the presence of two different strata (in Nu 16, cf. 
ch. 17 ; see, further, below). 

At present it is commonly held that the whole of 
the priestly system of the Priests' Code, and in 
general this whole Code itself, belongs to the post- 
exilic period, and that Ezekiel's enactments regard- 
ing the priests, especially his distinction between 
Levites and priests, paves the way for the Priests' 
Code (so the adherents of the Graf hypothesis). 
On one point there can be no doubt, namely this, 
that the affinity between the law of Ezekiel and 
the Priests' Code is so great that it can be explained 
only by the dependence of one of these upon the 
other. For the priority of Ezekiel it is quoted as 
decisive that in his State of the future he knows no 
high priest such as stands at the head of the 
priestly body in the Priests' Code. Ezekiel, it is 
argued, docs not mention the one unique function 
assigned to the high priest in the Priests' Code, 
namely the propitiatory transactions on the Day 
of Atonement, and it is hard to suppose him to 
have been acquainted with them. _ But the law 
concerning the Day of Atonement in Lv 16 bears 
quite a peculiar character which, e.g. in the con- 
ception of Azazkl (which see), distinguishes it 
from the rest of the Priests' Code. This law has 
its place immediately before the Law of Holiness 
(Lv 17-26), which, as it appears to the present 
writer necessary to assume, was incorporated in 
the system of the Priests' Code, not by the real 
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author of P* but by a later redactor ; probably the 
section contained in Lv 16 was also a later 
addition (Gesch. p. 128 f. ), and so were also, in 
that cose, as a matter of course, the merely brief 
allusions to the Day of Atonement which are found 
elsewhere in the Priests' Code. Ezekiel has no 
Day of Atonement, but merely certain propitiatory 
transactions on two days every year, which look 
like a first step towards the Day of Atonement. 
There is no period at which the law of the Day of 
Atonement, of which there is not a trace in the 

E re-exilic history, can be more readily conceived to 
ave originated than during the great chastening 
of the Exile, or even it may be shortly thereafter. 
Zee 3* appears to contain the earliest allusion to 
the Day of Atonement. If the function assigned 
by the Priests' Code to the high priest on the Day 
of Atonement is a later insertion, the original 
high priest of this Code has no station left to him 
but that of primus inter pares. Even the distinc- 
tive dress he wears appears to mean nothing more 
(see below). A chief priest, however, was, beyond 
all doubt, found at Jerusalem prior to Ezekiel (see 
above, § 3). As to the further argument in favour 
of the priority of Ezekiel's system to that of the 
Priests Code, namely that Ezekiel was the first 
to introduce the distinction between priests and 
Levites, this rests upon an interpretation, which 
per se is a possible one, bdt which is not to be 
deduced unconditionally from the language of 
Ezekiel. It is true that Ezekiel gave a new 
arrangement to the station of those Levites who 
had formerly been priests at the high places, but 
his language by no means excludes or even renders 
improbable the supposition that in the pre-exilic 
temple there were other Levites besides these, or 
that there were, besides the foreign temple-slaves, 
other temple-servants not called Levites, or priests 
of the second rank side by side with the priests 
proper, i.e. the Zadokites (see above, § 6). We 
will seek to show further, below, that Ezekiel's 
designating of the priests as ' Zadokites,' in con- 
trast to tlieir being called in the Priests' Code 
' Aaronites,' is by no means an evidence of Ezekiel's 
priority. 

On two points, it is true, the Priests' Code con- 
tains regulations affecting the priests which cannot 
be separated from its system (P 1 ), and which yet 
undoubtedly go beyond what is found in Ezekiel. 
In the Priests Code the tenth falls to the Levites 
and the tenth of the tenth to the priests, to whom 
belong also the firstborn of clean beasts. Ezekiel 
says nothing about either of these things. But in 
the Deuteronomic regulations it is clear that neither 
the tenth nor the firstborn are considered as be- 
longing to the Levites or priests (cf., further, 
below). 

Other differences between the law of Ezekiel 
and that of the Priesjts' Code appear to the present 
writer to speak necessarily in favour of the priority 
of the Priests' Code, or at least of the system repre- 
sented by it. In this Code the killing, flaying, and 
cutting up of the sacrificial animal has to be done 
by the layman presenting the offering (Lv i«-"<- 
etc.; see Gesch. p. 114); in Ezekiel the Levites 
have to perform the killing. There can be no 
doubt that in this instance the Priests' Code repre- 
sents the earlier custom, which was based upon the 
view that by slaying his sacrifice the offerer himself 
presents his gift to the deity, and thereby expresses 
the fact that it is meant for him. In Ezekiel, on 
the other hand, this action is undertaken by the 
Levites as a class intermediate between laity and 

firiests, in order to remove the layman a stage 
urther from sacred functions. Vogelstein (p. 67), 
indeed, reverses the chronological order, and holds 
that the flow of an anti-Levite current has with- 
drawn from the Levites the slaying of the sacrificial 



victims ; but surely the slaughter by the hand of 
the sacrificing layman is a relic of primitive times 
when every Israelite was entitled to offer sacrifice. 
Besides, by setting down the killing of the animal 
by the lay offerer as a later custom, a very im- 
probable course would be given to the development 
of the practice in this matter (as it cannot be 
imagined that the regulations of the Priests' Code 
we are considering are due to a later alteration of 
the text) ; that is to say, the Chronicler, who 
makes the Levites take part in the slaying of the 
victims (see below, § 9), would, on this view, have 
taken a step backwards from the Priests' Code in 
the direction of Ezekiel. The practice of later times 
in regard to the temple service appears, indeed, to 
have excluded both laymen and Levites from the 
slaying of the sacrificial animals, and to have 
reserved this for the priests alone (Buchler, Priester, 
136 If.); it is probably a matter of pure theory 
when the Talmud, in agreement with the Priests' 
Code (Vogelstein, p. 68, note 1), represents laymen 
as performing the act of slaughter. Amongst the 
ordinances ofEzekiel which go beyond the Priests' 
Code in the sense of keeping the laity at a distance, 
besides the one we have considered, there are the 
enactments that the priests are not to come out 
amongst the people with their holy garments or 
with the sacrificial portions, lest the people be 
hallowed thereby — regulations which are wanting 
in the Priests' Code. We find expressed here a 
materialistic conception of holiness as if it were 
something that could be transferred by external 
contact. The same conception shows itself in the 
Priests' Code only, on what is not an impossible 
explanation, in the case of the sin-offering (whoever 
touches the flesh of this offering ' becomes holy ' [?], 
Lv 6** [Eng. ■"]), and the • most holy ' offerings in 
general (Lv 6" [Eng. 18 ] ; cf. Ex 29 s7 30"). But in 
these passages the thought of ' becoming holy ' 
(Heiligwerden) by touching can hardly be really 

E resent, rather would it appear that it is ' being 
oly ' (Heiligsein), i.e. ' being a priest,' that is 
specified as the condition of touching (see Baudissin, 
Studien zur semit. Jicligionsgeschichte, ii., Leipzig, 
1878, p. 54 f. note). The post-exilic Haggai (2 11 ' ) 
denies that contact with the skirt of a garment in 
which one carries holy flesh makes holy ; but be 
does not deny that direct contact with sacrificial 
flesh has this effect. In this way he does not, as 
Kuenen (ThT, 1890, p. 17) supposes, contradict 
Ezekiel; and, therefore, we may not infer from 
Haggai's language that Ezekiel's view was an 
older one, which was abandoned in the post-exilic 
period (and so also in the Priests' Code, on the 
assumption of its post-exilic composition). 

It is alleged that Ezekiel was not acquainted 
with Lv 21™*, where, perhaps, the priest is for- 
bidden (although this is extremely questionable) to 
defile himself for a dead wife. But this does not 
follow (Nowack, p. 115, note 1) from the fact that 
in Ezk 24 18<r * mourning on the part of the priest for 
his wife is assumed as a matter of course, for it is 
not mourning in general that is forbidden in Lv 21 
but only certain specified mourning customs, besides 
the defilement by the corpse (v.°; cf. Ezk 44'*; cf. 
Joh. Frey, Tod, Seclenglaube und Seelenladt im 
alten Israel, Leipzig, 1898, p. 74 f.). 
Ezekiel's arrangements about the I<evitical and 

friestly land are much more practical than in the 
riests' Code. In Ezekiel's State of the future, 
priests and Levites live in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of the temple where they have to serve ; 
according to the Priests' Code they are distributed 
among different cities throughout the land, where 
they have nothing to do. It is hardly conceivable 
that the author of the Priests' Code should have so 
changed for the worse the arrangements of Ezekiel, 
if these were the earlier. Rather does the Priests' 
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Code in this instance still adhere more than Ezekiel 
to the conditions which really existed in the pre- 
exilic period. Amongst the priestly cities named 
in Jos 21 (P), is Anathoth, which we know from 
Jeremiah as a city where priests lived. Among the 
Levitical cities are, further, included the six Cities 
of Refuge. The latter were old sanctuaries to 
whose altar the manslayer fled. Besides, in the 
case of four of these Cities of Refuge which are 
named in Jos 21' ,ff> , it may be shown either from 
history or from the names themselves that they 
were places of worship (Hebron, Shechem, Kadesh, 
Ramoth [probably identical with Mizpah of Hos 
5']). 

If the system represented by the Priests' Code is 
prior to Ezekiel, then the silence of the latter 
about the tenth and the firstborn as priestly dues, 
can be explained only by assuming that these 
particular ordinances had not obtained practical 
recognition before Ezekiel's time, and that he 
purposely passes them over, presumably because 
lie nad doubts as to the possibility of carrying 
them out. He is silent also as to the tithe-meals 
of Dt, and the sacrificial meals which, according to 
Dt, are to be held with the firstborn of cattle and 
sheep. He must have been acquainted with both 
these regulations, and has thus not sought to inter- 
fere with the treatment of the tenth and the 
firstborn. The old view, as represented in the Jeho- 
vistic book (Gn 28**), is that the tenth is to be given 
to the Deity. The same demand is expressly made 
by the Boole of the Covenant (Ex 22 s ") in the case 
of the firstborn of cattle and sheep. The arrange- 
ment in the Priests' Code, in so far as it assigns 
tithes and firstborn to the servants of the Deity, 
comes nearer to this view than the common meals 
of Dt (see Dillmann on Lv 27»). The term • tenth ' 
can originally have been applied only to an impost, 
and not to the material tor a sacrificial meal (so 
also Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 303). Only 
in this particular is something secondary to be 
recognized in the Priests' Code, namely that it 
assigns the tenth — differently with the firstborn — 
not, or at least only indirectly, to the proper ser- 
vants of the Deity, namely the priests, but in the 
first instance to the servants of the sanctuary, the 
Levites. 

That the priestly legislation of the Priests' Code 
(P a ) is to be placed prior to Ezekiel, appears to the 
present writer to result also from the circumstance 
that it shows no regard to the special conditions of 
the personnel of the sanctuary at the Return from 
the Exile. In the early days of the Jewish colony, 
at all events at the time of Ezra, if not earlier, 
we find, alongside of the priests, these classes — 
Levites, singers, and doorkeepers (both these 
originally distinct from the Levites), and Nethi- 
nim ; the Priests' Code, on the other hand, knows 
only the two classes— priests and Levites. The 
Levites, called in the Priests' Code nHhtinim, are 
evidently intended to replace the foreign Nethinim 
who are no less disapproved of in the Priests' Code 
indirectly than they are in the direct polemic of 
Ezekiel. It may "be seen from the narrative 
portions of the Bk. of Joshua which belong to the 
Priestly Writing, that the latter does not, indeed, 
mean to set aside the Nethinim entirely; for in 
Jos 9 s1 , which evidently belongs to this source, it 
is said that the inhabitants of Gil>eon and the 
neighbouring cities were set aside by the princes 
of Israel to be hewers of wood and drawers of 
water ' for the congregation.' These serfs are thus 
looked upon here, not as servants of the temple or 
the priests, but as servants of the congregation, 
i.e. tne laity. As far as the temple service is con- 
cerned, their place is to be taken by the Levites. 
But the latter have in this matter, as it would 
appear, to discharge the functions, not so much of 



the Nethinim as of the post-exilic doorkeepers, for 
they are called ' keepers.' — It is difficult to suppose 
that a legislator, who was face to face with the 
complicated relations of the temple personnel in 
post-exilic times, should have imagined that he 
could come to an adjustment with them by simply 
throwing all non-priestly temple-servants, without 
any further argument or justification, into a single 
class. 

In particular, upon any theory which makes the 
Priests' Code exilic or post-exilic, we miss in it that 
regard we should expect to the former priests of the 
high places, who, since the centralization of the 
cultus under Josiah, gave rise to difficulties. Josiah 
sought to exclude them from the Jerusalem cultus, 
but evidently was unable to set aside their pre- 
tensions to a share in the priestly service in the 
temple ; for Ezekiel considered it necessary to 
announce to them in unambiguous terms that it 
was God's decree that they should be removed from 
the priesthood. In Ezra s time only a few of the 
descendants of the old priests of the high places, 
those who, in Ezekiel's terminology, are called 
' Levites,' had accommodated themselves to the 
position assigned to them. It is true that the 
Priests' Code contains a clear trace of a -conflict 
between the Levites and the priests, in the narrative 
of the rebellion of the Levite Korah against Moses 
and Aaron. But that the conflict here spoken of has 
regard to the claims of the deposed priests of the 
high places is not to be gathered. On the contrary, 
Koran cannot be the representative of these 
whilom bdniGth priests, for in the post-exilic period 
the Korahites belong to the singers or to the door- 
keepers (1 Ch 6*° 9 1 * «/.), and hence not to the 
Levites in the sense of that term as used by 
Ezekiel, and in the Memoirs of Ezra and Nehemiah, 
whose use of the term is fashioned upon Ezekiel's 
model. Instead of a conflict between former priests 
of the high places and the old Jerusalem priest**, one 
might see in the narrative about Korah the de- 
scription of a conflict in the time after Ezra, when 
the singers were reckoned to the Levites. This is 
the view of Vogelstein (p. 45 tf.), who, upon the 
ground of very precarious combinations, places an 
attempt of these later Levites to seize the right of 
offering incense, in the time of the high priest 
Johanan I. (the son of Joiada) and the Persian 
satrap Bagoses, who probably belong to the reign 
of Artaxerxes II. (B.C. 404-359). But the narrative 
of Korah's rebellion, i.e. the later account of the 
Priests' Code about this rebellion (see above, §8 d end, 
and cf., further, below), can scarcely be separated 
from the Priests' Code of Ezra (P 3 ) and assigned to 
a later innovation (P 3 ) ; for then the law of Ezra 
would merely have contained a narrative giving 
expression to the priestly prerogatives of the whole 
tribe of Levi as against the rest of the congrega- 
tion. But this is not to be supposed, seeing that 
the Priests* Code (P*) everywhere insists most dis- 
tinctly on the priestly rights of the Aaronites 
alone. This it does, in the opinion of the present 
writer, not in opposition to claims of non-Jem- 
salemite priests, which do not come into view with 
P 1 at all, but rather— and so also in the story of 
Korah — in opposition to pretensions put forward 
by the personnel at the Jerusalem temple who 
were not counted as belonging to the (Zadokite) 
priestly family. 

The duties of the Levites of the Priests' Code 
and their relations to priests and people are so 
vaguely defined as to give rise to the impression 
that these * Levites,' as servants of the priests, are 
simply an innovation of the legislator, not corrc- 
s|>onding at all to the actually existing relations. 
In other words, the legislator appears to have 
written at a time when, in addition to a special 
priestly family, namely the Aaronites of the 
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Priests' Code, there was not a class, who from 
their descent might be called Levites, serving as 
lower officials at the sanctuary ; and the employ- 
ment of Levites for this office appears to be a 
matter of pure theory on the part of the legislator, 
whose system elsewhere also is based in large 
measure upon ideal construction. lie appears to 
substitute the name * Levites ' for the lower grade 
of sanctuary servants, singers, and doorkeepers. 
In the priestly system of the Priests' Code, so far 
as this has a real basis, the only parties in view 
would, in this way, be the personnel of the old 
Jerusalem temple — a circumstance most easily 
capable of explanation if this system took its rise 
at a time when one had no motive for taking into 
consideration the non-Jerusalemite priests or their 
descendants. 

The Priests' Code is acquainted, on the other 
hand, with a class amongst the personnel of the 
sanctuary with which we meet nowhere in the 
post-exilic period, namely the serving women (see 
above, § 8 e). These may be connected with the 
consecrated women, the ifideshOth of the ancient 
Canaanite sanctuaries, who in certain pre-exilic 
periods were found even in the Jerusalem temple 
[Gesch. pp. 36 f., 1 79 f. ; cf. Ismar J. Peritz, 'Woman 
in the ancient Hebrew Cult,' in JBL, 1898, pt. ii. 
p. 145 ff. ), although a legislator of the Jahweh 
religion could not think of women at the sanctuary 
serving the purpose of the Canaanite hierodouloi, 
but only as employed in cleaning and such like. 
A later age did away with these serving women 
entirely, as tending to recall the hierodouloi, and 
as furnishing occasion for moral abuses. 

The designation chosen for priests in the Priests' 
Code, namely ' Aaronites,' appears to the present 
writer to point to the time before Josiah's reform, 
or at least before Ezekiel. Its result was that a 
priestly family returned with Ezra, which traced 
its descent, not, like the Zadokites, to the family 
of Phinehas or Eleazar, but to that of Ithamar 
(Ezr 8- M), and thus did not belong to the old 
Jerusalem priesthood. The real existence of such 
non-Zadokite ' Aaronites ' is also probable from 
other indications. As we found occasion to con- 
clude (see above, § 3, cf. §2) from the history of 
Eli's descendant Ebiathar, who was banished to 
Anathoth, and of the priests at Anathoth in 
Jeremiah's time, who probably traced back their 
descent to Ebiathar, the priesthood of Anathoth, 
in distinction from the house of Zadok, held itself 
to be derived from the ancient priestly family at 
the time of the Exodus, and perhaps from Aaron. 
Consequently, the enactment of the Priests' Code, 
that the sons of Aaron are all entitled to exercise 
the priestly office, was not, when the new com- 
munity was set up, fitted to serve the special 
interest of the Zadokites, for it required these to 
treat even those priests who did not belong to 
their family as equally entitled to sacred functions 
with themselves. Now there can be no doubt 
that the author of the priestly legislation of the 
Priests' Code (P J ) belonged to the priesthood of 
Jerusalem, for otherwise lie could not De so familiar 
as he is with the ritual of the one legal place of 
worship, the tabernacle, i.e. the antedated single 
temple. But it is extremely improbable that a 
Zadokite of the period after Ezekiel should, in 
divergence from this prophet, have conceded to 
non-Zadokite priests equal rights with the Zadok- 
ites. The substitution of the ancient Aaron for 
the relatively modern Zadok cannot be a mere 
play with names on the part of an exilic or post- 
exilic legislator, for, as Ezr 8 s shows, there were 
actually non - Zadokite * Aaronites.' While the 
adherents of the Graf hypothesis had hitherto for 
the most part seen in the term 1 Aaronites ' simply 
an archaism for 'Zadokites,' Kueneu (ThT, 1890, 



p. 28 ff.), latterly agreeing with Oort, the present 
writer, and Vogelstein, came to the conclusion we 
have reached. The connotation of the term ' Aaron- 
ites' is — and this not merely in theory, but as 
applied in practice — even in the post-exilic period 
wider than that of 'Zadokites.' Kuenen, accord- 
ingly, following Oort and Vogelstein, held that a 
compromise took place between the Zadokites after 
Ezekiel's time and non-Zadokite priestly families, 
and that to this compromise the enactments of the 
Priests' Code owed their origin (so also Schiirer, 
p. 239, note 49; cf., for the same explanation, as 
the first after Oort [1884], Stade, GK/ii., Berlin, 
1888, p. 104). But it is, not at all likely that on 
the one hand Ezekiel's distinction between non- 
Zadokite Levites and Zadokites should have gained 
acceptance, as it undoubtedly did, to such an 
extent that a new class, 'the Levites,' was formed 
out of the former priests of the high places ; but 
that, on the other hand, this same distinction 
found so little acceptance that, in direct opposition 
to it, new regulations were introduced, by which 
non-Zadokites had to be admitted into the number 
of the priests. About the year 572 Ezekiel had 
made the first attempt to have all non-Zadokite 
Levites declared to be sanctuary servants. A 
movement of non-Zadokite priestly families must, 
as Oort and his followers think, have formed 
itself in opposition to this ordinance, and must 
have been not without effect, so that, when Ezra 
returned in the year 458, Ezekiel's limitation of 
the priesthood was already forgotten so far that a 
non-Zadokite family of priests joined Ezra, and no 
opposition was offered to the recognition of their 
priestly rights. Of a decisive contest of the non- 
Zadokite priestly families with the Zadokites in 
this matter, tradition shows no trace, and the 
development subsequently to Ezekiel's time is 
much more easily explained if the rule entitling 
all Aaronites to the priesthood was an older one, 
with which an adjustment had to be made. With 
what right the nouse of Ithamar, which does 
not appear in the history prior to Ezr 8 3 (M), was 
traced back to Aaron, as is done in the Priests' 
Code, it is impossible to say (cf. Nowack, p. 105, 
note 2). But it is not likely that the connexion of 
Ithamar with Aaron was first put forward after the 
Ithamarites under Ezra had gained entrance to the 
priesthood, for in that case it would not be intelli- 
gible by what other title this entrance could have 
been gained by the Ithamarites in opposition to 
the Zadokites and to the statutes of Ezekiel. See- 
ing that the family of Eli in any case was, even in 
pre-exilic times (in view of 1 S 2 38 , and probably 
also 1 K 2", the oracle of 1 S 2 27ff " cannot oe exilic 
or post-exilic), traced back (1 S 2 m -) to the priest 
of the Exodus (who is not, indeed, named), the 
assumption is, to say the least, not improbable 
that even in pre-exilic times there were non- 
Zadokite priests who traced their descent to Aaron 
as the priest of the Exodus. The very same con- 
clusion results from the account in the Jehovistic 
book of Aaron's part in the worship of the golden 
calf, for he is thus presented as the type, nay 

Srobably also as the ancestor, of the priests of the 
[orthern kingdom. If from pre-exilic times there 
were ' Aaronites ' who did not belong to the house 
of Zadok, the fact that the name ' Aaron ' or ' sons 
of Aaron ' is employed by a legislator belonging to 
the priesthood of the only legitimate sanctuary, 
the temple of Jerusalem, for this very priesthood, 
appears to the present writer to be intelligible only 
at a time when the participation of non-Jeru- 
salemite 'Aaronites' in the temple cultus did not 
form the subject of question, because at that time 
they did not desire such participation, i.e. at a 
time when, besides the temple at Jerusalem, there 
were other sanctuaries at which they could dis- 
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charge priestly service— in other words, before 
Josiah's reform. 

The Priests' Code appears to the present writer 
to betray quite clearly the circumstance that, at 
the time when it was written, all Aaronites did not 
de facto enjoy priestly rights, but only that branch 
to which (so Ezr 7 lff -) the Zadokites were reckoned, 
namely the branch of Phinehas (cf. Ezr 8* M). In 
Nu 25™- it is only to Phinehas, of all the Aaronites, 
that an everlasting priesthood is promised. And 
yet Ezra had to admit priests who were not 
reckoned to the house of Phinehas. This appears 
to us to be explicable only on the supposition that 
that saying about the everlasting priesthood of 
Phinehas alone belongs to a different age from 
that of Ezra. This cannot be the age after Ezra, 
for the non-Zadokite Ithamarites who under him 
were admitted to the priesthood at Jerusalem were 
not afterwards removed from this office (Gesch. p. 
139). No doubt the Zadokites, as is shown by the 
term Sadducees derived from their family name, 
formed still later a special priestly aristocracy; but 
this does not authorize our taking, with Kuenen 
(ThT, 1890, p. 37), the promise of an everlasting 
priesthood to Phinehas alone, as a later interpola- 
tion, for the everlasting priesthood was from the 
time of Ezra not an exclusive characteristic of 
Phinehas, i.e. of the Zadokites. 

In the narrative of the Priests' Code regarding 
the destruction of two of Aaron's sons, Nadab ana 
Abihu, without issue (Lv 10 1 " 7 , Nu 3 4 26", cf. Lv 
16'), we should apparently find either a reminiscence 
of priestly families that actually died out (so, fanci- 
fully, Ad. Moses, Nadab und Abihu oder der 
UrUergang der Sauliden und des grossten Theils 
des Stammes Benjamin, Berlin, 1890 : Nadab = 
Abinadab, 1ST 1 ; Abihu = Abiel, 1 S 9 1 ), or even a 

Klemic against the claim of certain families to 
long to ' Aaron.' If the latter is the case, the 
genuineness of the genealogy of these families, 
which went back to Nadab and Abihu, would be 
denied, since these sons of Aaron perished with- 
out leaving any issue behind them. It is impos- 
sible to find in the narrative of their fate any indica- 
tion of conditions pointing to a particular period of 
time, unless we are to hold, with Oort (p. 331), 
that the ' strange fire ' which Nadab and Abihu 
brought 'before Jahweh' has reference to their 
participation in bamoth worship. The effect of 
this would be that in this narrative the Aaronite 
families Nadab and Abihu would stand for the 
non-Jerusalemite priests (as 'Aaron' stands else- 
where for the priests of the bull-worship) who 
were displaced by Aaron's son Eleazar, whom the 
Zadokites regarded as their ancestor. Such an in- 
terpretation, however, is not very probable, for the 
' strange lire ' is at least offered to Jahweh, which 
appears to presuppose that it is offered at the legal 
sanctuary and* not in the high places (see, further, 
art. Nadab). 

The designation of the priests as 'Aaronites' 
does not belong to the oldest strata of the Priests' 
Code, even apart from the Law of Holiness and the 
tGrCth akin to it. In a version of the story of 
Korah which has been worked over, and which 
does not belong to the Jehovistic book but to the 
Priests' Code, Korah is regarded as the champion 
of the congregation against Moses and Aaron 
(Nu 16 s ), i.e. the Levites. Here the Levites as a 
body are thought of as priests, just as in the 
narrative of the rod that blossomed (Nu 17 wai ) 
Aaron is the representative of the tribe of Levi, 
which in its totality is thought of as invested with 
priestly prerogatives. In opposition to this older 
conception of the Levites as priests, the main 
body (P a ) of the Priests' Code seeks to establish 
the exclusive right of the Aaronites, i.e., in the 
\ iew of the legislator, the Jerusalem priesthood. 



A different procedure, again, is followed by a 
recent addition to the legislation, which seeks to 
present the Levites as more like the priests. We 
refer to what evidently was never carried into 
actual practice, the consecration of the Levites 
(Nu 8 effi ), which is intended to be an analogue to 
the consecration of the priests. This representa- 
tion, which shows a higher estimate of the Levites, 
will belong to the exilic or post-exilic period (P*), 
when by 'Levites' were understood the families of 
the former priests of the high places, and it was 
desired to give to these a priest-like rank corre- 
sponding to their pretensions. 

Among the later elements of the Priests' Code 
would have to be reckoned also the description of 
the vestments of the high priest, if we are to see 
in the latter an investiture with the insignia of 
royalty, of which, of course, there could be no 
word before the post-monarchical period, when 
the high priest was the only visible head of Israel. 
But the purple in the high priest's robe can hardly 
be the symbol of royalty ; the principal colour of 
the highpriest's garments is not red- but blue- 
purple. The diadem, to be sure, is a sign of princely 
rank, bht ' holy princes ' (sdrim) appear already in 
the exilic ' Isaiah ' (43 s8 ), surely not as a new crea- 
tion of the Exile. The chief priest of royal Tyre 
assumed a very high dignity as 'next after the 
king' (Movers, Die fhonizier, II. i. 1849, p. 64211.). 
The circumstance that the high priest of the 
Priests' Code bears, as the most important item in 
his attire, the (J rim and Thummim, is not favour- 
able to an exilic or post-exilic date for the com- 
position of the passage embodying this view, for 
the post-exilic period had no Lrim and Thummim 
(Nen 7 M ). The priests in old Israel were in posses- 
sion of them prior to the overthrow of the Northern 
kingdom (Dt 33"). Perhaps these insignia, and 
probably also the sacred ark, were lost when the 
temple was destroyed by Nebuchadrezzar. That 
the author of the Priests' Code had before his 
mind's eye the post-exilic high priest as also the 
secular head of the community, does not follow 
from Nu 27 21 (Benzinger, p. 423), where it is said 
that Joshua and all the children of Israel and the 
whole congregation are ' to go out and come in at 
the word of Eleazar.' Eleazar gives this direction 
on the ground of the Urini and Thummim, that 
is, God issues His commands through him. No 
other means of ascertaining the will of God was 
open to the congregation after the death of Moses ; 
there is no thought here of a ruling position occu- 
pied by the high priest himself, least of all of the 
position of the post-exilic high priest who had 
not the Urim and Thummim at all. The circum- 
stance that in Nu 34 17 and Jos 14 1 the priest 
Eleazar is mentioned first, before Joshua, among 
the heads of the people, is due to the fact that 
Eleazar, as Aaron's son, stands in a closer relation 
to Moses, the former leader of the people, than 
does Moses' servant Joshua or any of the other 
then princes of the people (on the relation between 
the high priest in P and in the post-exilic period, 
cf. Van Hoonacker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 324 ft.). 

It is scarcely possible to arrive at a definite date 
for the various strata of the priestly system in the 
Priests' Code, and thus for the Priests Code as a 
whole. The probable conclusion from the preced- 
ing considerations, if these are justified, — differing 
from what is reached on the view of the case 
adopted by the majority of modern critics, — would 
be that the main stock of the Priests' Code (P- 1 ) 
is prior to Ezekiel, and, in that case, belongs 
probably even to the period preceding Josiah s 
reform of the cultus. The programme of Ezekiel, 
which in one way or other is of decisive im- 
portance for the dating of the Priests' Code, 
appears to the .present writer to be intelligible, 
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if the prophet considers an older cultus-legislation 
to ha.e been abolished with the overthrow of 
the ancient temple, and if he substitutes a new 
system for use in his new temple. But it appears 
difficult to comprehend how & legislator posterior 
to Kzekiel should have displaced the law of the 
prophet written down for the new Israel by a legis- 
lative scheme of his own. On the other hand, 
again, it is readily intelligible that through the 
impulse of the law of Ezekiel, and owing to the 
new conditions and the new conceptions that grew 
up during the Exile, expansions and modifications 
should have been made by exilic priests upon an 
ancient law, in order to fit it for application to the 
new community. The form of the Bk. of Ezekiel, 
apparently intermediate between Deuteronomy and 
the Priests' Code, is more simply explained if 
Ezekiel is dependent, not only, as he clearly is, 
upon Deuteronomy and Jeremiah, but also upon 
an older code emanating from the Jerusalem 
priesthood, than if he makes an original start in 
dealing with the cultus. The same remark applies 
to his language, which on the one hand recalls 
Deuteronomy and Jeremiah, and on the other 
hand the Priests' Code. 

The different views held as to the date of the 
system of the Priests' Code do not affect essentially 
the actual history of the priesthood itself except 
on a few points, as, for instance, in the view which 
is to be taken of the position of the chief priest 
prior to the time of Ezekiel, if the Code is to be 
placed thus early. This is owing to the fact that 
the organization of the priesthood in the Priests' 
Code is of a theoretical character, for as a whole 
it does not lit the real conditions of any period 
whatever. Of much more importance is the ques- 
tion of t he date of the Priests Code for the history 
of sacrifice. 

But, whatever date may be fixed for the redac- 
tion of the system of this legislation, it will not be 

Ctible to avoid the conclusion that the whole 
y of ritual set up in it could not have taken 
its rise in its special form — i.e. in its deviation 
from Dt and Lzk — during the relatively short 
period between Ezekiel (B.c. 572) and Ezra (B.C. 
458), namely some 110 years, but that it represents 
a long development of cult us- practice as well as 
cultus-language. The beginnings of this develop- 
ment go back in any case to the pre-exilic period, 
and are not unintelligible there, when we consider, 
what to the mind of the present writer is clear, 
that the Deuteronomic law did not emanate from 
the priesthood at Jerusalem, in which case no 
specimen of the cultus-language and cultus-practice 
of this priesthood prior to Ezekiel has been pre- 
served outside the Priests' Code, and when we 
note, further, that Jeremiah (8 8 ) is acquainted 
with a literary activity exercised in the way of 
giving form to the tGrah, an activity of which he 
disapproves, and which therefore cannot be taken 
to reier to the codifying of the Deuteronomic law, 
with which the prophet undeniably sympathized. 
What incurs his disapproval can scarcely be any- 
thing else than the resolving of God's will, which 
he interprets ethically (7 a '"), into ritual demands. 
Here, then, in Jeremiah we find pretty clear traces 
of a priestly literary activity answering to the rise 
of the Priests' Code. These literary productions, 
however, as may be gathered from the same refer- 
ence in Jeremiah, have not yet gained the position 
of a generally accepted ceremonial law. Even the 
Deuteronomic law betrays no acquaintance with 
this last, but knows only of some particular turah 
for the priests (Dt 24"), which may afterwards have 
been taken over by the Priests' Code (see above, 
§ 8 a). On the other hand, a point which cannot 
be more fully discussed here, the redaction of 
the Deuteronomic law and the position it assigns to 



this as a farewell address of Moses, presupposes an 
acquaintance with the Priests' Code, and an accept- 
ance of it as the law proper, of which Dt is meant 
to appear as a recapitulation. The redaction of 
Dt is, in view of its relations to the Deuteronomic 
law, not to be placed at a very great distance from 
the latter ; it cannot belong to so late a period as 
the rise of the new post-exilic community. 

If the system of the Priestly Writing is earlier 
than the Exile, and thus probably prior to Josiah's 
reform, it can have originated at such a time purely 
as an ideal picture sketched by a Jerusalem priest, 
and not, or at least only very partially, as a de- 
scription of the actually existing state of things. 
At whatever time the Priests' Code was written, 
the first unmistakable trace which at the same 
time is capable of being dated with certainty, of 
the influence of the system embodied in it, is to be 
found in the place given to the high priest in 
Zechariah, and the first evidence of its close is 
found in the reading aloud of the law in the time 
of Ezra. 

9. The Priesthood from Ezra to the 
Chronicler. — After the Pentateuch had, under 
Ezra, obtained recognition as the lawbook, we 
find, as could not but have been expected, that 
the relations of the sanctuary servants were 
moulded according to the finished system set forth 
in the Priests' Code. The Deuteronomic views of 
these relations, not being rounded off into one 
well - compacted whole, must give place* to this 
system. 

Thus, with the author of the chronicle written 
between B.C. 300 and 200, i.e. in the Books of 
Chronicles and in the redaction by his hand of the 
Books of Ezra and Nehemiah, we find the relations 
of the personnel of the sanctuary, as these had 
existed in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, modi- 
fied in various points, in order to bring them more 
into harmony with the requirements of the Priests' 
Code. The Chronicler transfers the relations ex- 
isting in his own time without distinction to 
earlier times, as if everything had been in force 
in the same way from the time of David down- 
wards. It is possible, indeed, that his descrip- 
tions do not in every single j>oint correspond to the 
actual conditions of his own day. It cannot, 
however, be inferred from this, with Van Hoon- 
acker, that the Chronicler portrays the pre-exilic 
conditions as these really existed, for this con- 
clusion is opposed by all that we know from 
earlier writings. The Chronicler may be assumed 
to have used for the pre-exilic history, at least 
indirectly if not directly, ancient sources that have 
not come down to us, but for his account of the 
condition of the priesthood prior to the Exile he 
certainly had no such sources at his disposal. 
Wherever this account exhibits a deviation from 
the conditions after the Exile, the Chronicler 
evidently puts forward, as a rule, not something 
corresponding to any actual state of things, but 
only what appeared to him desirable. His de- 
scriptions tend to glorify the Levites, to whom he 
everywhere shows regard even more than to the 
priests. Probably he was himself a Levite, and, 
in view of his special interest in the temple singers, 
he rtiay have belonged to this group of the Levites. 

The Chronicler is acquainted with 24 divisions 
or families of priests, which, after his manner, 
he carries back to the time of David (1 Cli 
24 7ff -). Since in the list of these divisions, as it 
lies before us, the first place is occupied by the 
family of Joiarib, from which the Hasmonivans 
sprang, it may perhaps be inferred that this list 
was first drawn up in the Hasmona-an ]>eriod 
(Schiirer, p. 237, note 44). These 24 priestly 
families are referred to, in some instances clearly, 
in others at least to all appearance, by the 
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terras mahl&kCth, ' divisions' (1 Ch 24 1 28™- n , 2 Ch 
8" rap 1] 'SI* 1 *); bSth 'dbOth, 'fathers' houses' 
( 1 Ch 24«; 8 al. ) ; and mishmdrCth, 1 watches ' (2 Ch 
31 w ), this last occurring already in Nehemlah 
(13 30 M). According to the Rabbinic tradition, 
the 24 classes, with which Josephus (Ant. vii. 
xiv. 7 ; Vita, 1) is acquainted as still existing in 
his time, are held to have been in existence from 
the time of the Exile (Schiirer, p. 232 f.). This 
cannot be quite correct. The list in Neh I 39 "' 
names only four priestly families (cf. Ezr lO 18 "* 3 ), 
and two returned with Ezra (Ezr 8 a M). But 
Neh 12 1 " 7 mentions, for the time of Zerubbabel 
and Joshua, 22 divisions of priests, and the 
same, with one omission, are given in Neh 12 13 ' 21 
for the time of Joiakim the son of Joshua. 
Neh 10 3 " 9 , on the other hand, names 21 divi- 
sions, in which, indeetl, the names show changes 
(cf. Ed. Meyer, p. 168 IF. ). Those four families in 
Neh 7 should therefore probably be thought of as 
falling into subdivisions. The two groups that 
returned with Ezra do not necessarily represent 
other two families besides those four ; they are 
representatives of the two great branches into 
which, according to the Priests' Code, the whole 
body of priests falls, namely Phinehas (or Eleazar) 
and Ithamar, i.e. Zadokites and non-Zadokites. 
The heads of the 21 to 24 divisions are spoken of 
a&rd'shim of fathers' houses (Neh 12", 1 Ch 24 4 - 8 ), 
with whom we should probably identify the priest- 
princes (sartm) of Ezr 8*- 29 M, 10 s , 2 Ch 36". 

The Chronicler divides the singers likewise 
into 24 classes (1 Ch 25), and appears to have 
designed to give in like manner, for the Levites in 
general, a list of 24 classes, which has certainly 
not reached us in a correct form in the present 
text of 1 Ch 23 fl - 24 . Since the division of the 
Levites into 24 classes is witnessed to in the period 

gosterior to the OT (Jos. Ant. VII. xiv. 7 ; cf. 
chiirer, p. 242, and, on the other side, Van Hoon- 
acker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 41 H*.), these statements 
of the Chronicler are probably due to the circum- 
stance that with him the classes of singers and 
Levites are practically identical (see below, § 10). 
Divisions of the Levites, without specification of 
the number of these, are presupposed by the 
Chronicler in various ways (mahlckCth, 1 Ch 28 13 - 31 
al. ; mishmdrCth of the Levites [singers] and 
mahlckUh of the doorkeepers, 2 Ch 8 1 * ; [bet ft] 
'dbuth of the Levites, 1 Ch 9 s * at.), and even 
Nehemiah (13 30 M) speaks of mishmdrCth of the 
Levites. The heads of the divisions of the Levites, 
like those of the priests, are called by the Chronicler 
sartm (Ezr 10 s , 1 Ch W tt - al.) or rd'shim (Neh 
12 33 '-, 1 Ch 9 33 '- [of the singers and doorkeepers, 
w. 1 *- 33 ] al.). In the Priests' Code nasi' is the 
designation of the heads of the Levitical fathers' 
houses (Nu 3 aa; ), along with which we lind rd'shim 
used of the heads of the whole tribe of Levi (Ex 
6*). 

In the position of the high priest no essential 
change can be traced since the time of Ezra. The 
very first of the post-exilic high priests assumed 
the place claimed for him in the Priests' Code. 
Nehemiah (3 1 ; 30 M, 13 s8 M) and the Chronicler 
give to the high priest the title of ha-kdhen ha- 
addol (2 Ch 34"), the Chronicler has also the older 
title [ha-] kohfn haro'sh (Ezr 7 6 , 2 Ch 19" al.). 
In addition, the Chronicler employs the designa- 
tion, not found in the Pentateuch, ' prince (ndgid) 
of the house of God ' ( 1 Ch 9 11 al. ; cf. ' prince of 
Aaron,' 1 Ch 27' 4 ' ), which marks the later time 
when the high priest was at the same time the 
head of the political community. Usually, how- 
ever, the Chronicler (1 Ch 16 38 ),* as well as Nehe- 
miah (Neh 13* M), calls the high priest simply 
* the priest,' as is likewise done frequently in the 
Priests' Code. 
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By the Chronicler, as in the Priests' Code, the 
priests recognized are the Aaronites, including both 
the Eleazantes and the Ithamarites (1 Ch 24 3 *- al.). 
The equalizing of the latter with the Zadokites 
{i.e. Eleazarites), which as a necessary concession 
to the system of the Priests' Code appears to have 
been first recognized under Ezra (Ezr 8 3 M), has 
thus become permanent. 

A difference, as compared with the conditions in 
the time of Ezra, reveals itself with the Chronicler 
only in regard to the inferior personnel of the 
temple, and in some points concerning the relation 
of this to the priests. A distinction between 
Levites on the one hand and singers and door- 
keepers on the other, such as we noted (see above, 
§ 7) in the time of Ezra, is no longer made. The 
written source in which the Chronicler would 
appear to have found at the same time the 
Memoirs of Ezra and those of Nehemiah, appears 
to have still made this distinction, seeing that 
even outside the Memoir passages in the Bks. of 
Ezr and Neh the singers are onlv very occasionally, 
and the doorkeepers not at all, reckoned to one 
comprehensive class, the Levites {Ge-ch. p. 143 f.). 
On the other hand, for the Chronicler singers and 
doorkeepers are subdi visions of the one class, the 
Levites (1 Ch 6 16ff - [note v. 33 ] 9 s6 al., see Gesrh. 
p. 151 ff.). C. C. Torrey {The Composition and 
Historical Value of Ezra- Nehemiah, (Jiessen, 1896, 
p. 22 f.) is decidedly wrong when he denies the 
existence of a difference in this respect between 
the Chronicler and the older portions of the Bks. 
of Ezra and Nehemiah (see above, § 7). Still less, 
in view of the material evidence that exists, can it 
be held, with Koberle and Van Hoonacker {Sacer- 
doce, etc. p. 49, cf. 70), that the reckoning of the 
singers and doorkeepers to the Levites, as we find 
done by the Chronicler in the Bks. of Chronicles 
themselves and in his working over of the sources 
of Ezr and Neh, is presupposed by Ezra and Nehe- 
minh as existing, and rests even upon a pre-exilic 
application of the name 1 Levites ' to those classes 
of sanctuary servants. On the contrary, the 
application of the name ' Levite ' even to the 
singers and doorkeepers is plainly introduced 
through the influence of the Priests Code, which 
knows of only the one class lnjsides the priests, 
namely the Levites. The Nethinim, who under 
Ezra were received into the community (Neh 10 29 ), 
appear to have disappeared at the time of the 
Chronicler, who mentions them only once, namely 
at the time of the founding of the first post-exilic 
community (1 Ch 9 3 ). Whether they were re- 
moved from the service of the sanctuary or by 
a genealogical device were absorbed among the 
Levites can scarcely be determined, but even here 
the influence of the Priests' Code is unmistakable. 

For the priests the Chronicler sometimes uses 
the expression, which is somewhat strange for him, 
ha-kolidnim ha-lnciyi/im. It is not, indeed, quite 
certain that he actually uses it, for the copulative 
waw may easily have dropped out between the two 
appellations just quoted, and the readings of the 
MSS vacillate {Getch. p. 154 If.). But there is an 
a priori probability in favour of the reading with- 
out waw, for this form of expression is just what 
does not correspond with the ordinary usage of 
later times, and in any case in 2 Ch 31) 37 , where it 
is said of the ' Levite priests ' that they blessed 
the people, this reading is undoubtedly correct, 
since blessing is the function of the priests ex- 
clusively. In this instance, by way of exception, 
the terminology of l)t has again forced itself to 
the front, as in -like manner the designation 
' Levites ' is also occasionally still used by the 
Chronicler in a wider sense so as to include the 
priests {Gesch. p. 136). In the employment of the 
title ' Levite priests ' we may find an approxima- 
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tion of the position of the Levites to that of the 
priests, which would have to be viewed as a con- 
cession to the pretensions of those whom Ezekiel 
and Ezra called Levites, namely the descendants 
of the deposed priests of the high places. 

Such a raisins of the dignity of the Levites 
would not be without analogies in Chronicles. In 
point of fact they have in these books a more 
nriest-like standing. This is shown, in particular, 
by the services they have to render at the offering 
of the burnt-offering on the Sabbaths, and at the 
new moons and great festivals (1 Ch 23"), and by 
their (in an exceptional way) helping the priests to 
flay the victims on the occasion of extraordinary 
offerings for the whole people (2 Ch 29 s4 ). From the 
latter passage it may oe inferred that the sen-ice 
of the Levites at the ottering of the burnt-offering 
also on holy days consisted in the flaying, and, it 
may be, in accordance with Ezekiel's enactment, 
the slaying of the victims. At all events, in 
Chronicles it is the Levites who undertake the 
killing and flaying of the Paschal lambs, hand to 
the priests the blood for sprinkling (2 Ch 30 1Mr - 
33** "■■), and attend to the roasting of the Paschal 
offering (2 Ch 35 1SL ) ; whereas in the Priests' Code 
it is the head of the house who kills and roasts the 
Paschal lamb (Ex 12"- ; Gcsch. p. 163). On the 
other hand, in 2 Ch 29 s2 - M it is the priests who slay 
the sacrifices, probably liecause we have here to do 
with extraordinary sacrifices for the whole people. 
By the ' Kohathite Levites' who prepare the shew- 
bread (1 Ch the Chronicler appears to mean 
not the Aaronites (who, to be sure, belonged to the 
Kohathites), to whom alone that duty falls in the 
Priests' Code (but cf. Gcsch. p. 161 f.). While, 
further, in the Priests' Code the duty of teaching 
belongs only to the priests, this duty, particularly 
that of instructing in the turah, is assigned in 
Neh 8 7 -» (cf. v."), 2 Ch 17 8 '- 35 3 also to the Levites 
{Gesch. p. 163 f.). The more priest-like position of 
the Levites finds quite peculiar expression in the 
fact that in Chronicles not only the priests, as in 
the Priests' Code, but also the Levites are called 
holy (2 Ch 23* 35' ; cf., further, Ezr 8» M, where 
already the Levites seem to be included [with the 
priests] in the * Ye are holy to Jahweh '). 

Regarding the service of the doorkeepers in par- 
ticular, we learn that they had daily to set in all 
24 watches, under four chiefs belonging to the 
doorkeepers, at the four quarters of the temple 
(1 Ch 26 12-18 )-— an arrangement which, although 
given as existing in the time of David, will really 
have reference to the temple of Zerubbabel. As 
concerns the ringers, Biichler (ZATW, 1899, p. 97 ft'. ) 
seeks to prove that the data regarding temple 
music and temple singing were not found in the 
authority used by the Chronicler, and are thus 
added by himself. This is not impossible ; but so 
.sharp a distinction between the Chronicler and his 
authority (the lost Midrash on Kings), with which 
we are wholly unacquainted, appears to the present 
writer incapable of Deing carried out. 

There is, moreover, an 'external activity,' i.e. 
one outside the sanctuary, assigned to the Levites 
in Chronicles (1 Ch 26®). They are employed as 
overseers and, like the priests, as judges (1 Ch 23* 
26 M o/.). In particular, their charge of measures 
is referred to in 1 Ch 23 iB, (Gcsch. p. 162). While 
the Priests' Code fixes the commencement of the 
Levites' service at their thirtieth, or, according 
to an innovation, their twenty-fifth year, they 
have, according to 1 Ch 23 a4ff- and oilier passages, 
to serve from their twentieth year onwards — an 
arrangement which the Chronicler is aware is a 
deviation from the legal statute, and which he 
seeks to justify as a change made by David. 

In the matter of the revenues falling to the 
priests and Levites, from the time of Ezra an 



attempt was made to carry out the prescriptions of 
the Priests' Code. But the setting-up of Levltlcal 
cities was as little carried into practice after Ezra 
as it had been up till then. When the Chronicler 
represents these cities as having existed in the 
time of David (1 Ch 13 s ) and later, this is simply 
due to his theory, which he forgets in 2 Ch 23*, 
where the Levites, at the accession of Joash, are 
assembled out of all the cities of Judah. Nor is 
the meaning of the mifjrash of the Levitical cities 
quite clear to the Chronicler (2 Ch 31"). Accord- 
ing to Neh 7 TJ = Ezr 2 70 , and other passages, in the 

East-exilic period priests, Levitts, singers, door- 
eepers, and Nethinini dwelt dispersed in various 
localities, which did not, however, bear the char- 
acter* of the Levitical cities of the Priests' Code. 
So also in the period subsequent to the OT, the 
priests did not all live at Jerusalem : the Maccabees 
came from Modein (1 Mac 2 1 ), to which, indeed, 
they had retired from Jerusalem only in conse- 
quence of the troubles under Antiochus Epiphanes ; 
and the priest Zacharias (Lk l 31 "-) had his home in 
the hill-country of Judah (cf. Biichler, Priester, 
pp. 159 - 205: 'Die Priester ausserhalb Jeru- 
salem's'). The doorkeepers, according to 1 Ch 9 as , 
betook themselves every seven days, according to 
their divisions, from their villages to Jerusalem to 
perform their sen-ice. The Levites and singers 
(and so, no doubt, the priests also) in Nehemiah's 
time possessed at their places of residence fields, 
from whose produce they supported themselves 
when their dues were not paid (Neh 13" M), and 
probably in general when they were not on duty, 
for the tenth in the time of Nehemiah was paid at 
the temple (Neh 13 s - ISI - M), and thus will hardly 
have extended to the Levites and priests outside 
Jerusalem. The Nethinim lived in Nehemiah's 
time on the OPHEL (which see) at Jerusalem (Neh 
3*.m M) ; the (officiating) priests had houses in 
Jerusalem, situated apparently on the temple area 
(Neh 3™ M). 

On the subject of the dues falling to the temple 
personnel, we have a certain amount of informa- 
tion for the time of Nehemiah. The latter tells us 
in his Memoirs (Neh 13 s ) that before his departure 
from Jerusalem the tenth of corn, must, and oil 
was paid and deposited in the storehouses as the 

Eartion of the Levites, temple-singers, and door- 
eepers, which three classes received the tenth, 
and the priest the tcrumah. The tirumdh here 
might possibly mean the tenth of the tenth, but 
linguistic usage favours rather our referring it to 
the handing over of the first-fruits. In that case 
the paying of the tenth of the tenth to the priests 
is not witnessed to for the time of Nehemiali. 
The tenth of the tenth in Neh lO 38 " 40 owes its 
presence apparently to a later hand (Gesch. p. 
171 f.), to which is due also the additional enact- 
ment, which perhaps suits even the time of 
Nehemiah, but in any case is characteristic of the 
later development, that an Aaronite priest is to 
superintend the operations of the Levites, as they 
receive the tithes (v. 58 ). After a while remissness 
in paying the tithes set in, so that Nehemiah at 
his second visit had to adopt drastic measures in 
order to bring the payment of them into force 
again (Neh W a - M). There is no mention in 
Nehemiah of the tenth of cattle. The demand for 
this made by the Priests' Code is probably an 
innovation, the result of purely theoretical con- 
struction, and is perhaps not earlier than the 
period subsequent to Nehemiah. The Chronicler, 
on the other hand, is acquainted with the require- 
ment of the tenth of cattle (2 Ch 31"). Priests and 
Levites were appointed by Nehemiah to take 
charge of the wood that had to be delivered at 
fixed times, and of the bikkurtm (Neh 13*"- M). 
According to Neh 10 34 those contributions of wood 
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for the requirements of the altar of burnt-offering 
were imposed upon the priests, the Levites, and the 
people— a prescription which is not contained in 
the Pentateuch, although this passage in Nehemiah 
appeals to the Torah (but cf. Lv 6 5 '). 

The Chronicler or his predecessor in the redac- 
tion of the Memoirs of Nehemiah had no longer 
a clear understanding of the whole of the regula- 
tions respecting dues. It is impossible to gain a 
distinct view from the confused picture he draws 
(Gesck. p. 169 ff.). Only in Chronicles is there any 
allusion to a tenth of honey (2 Ch 31*) ; the tentn 
of dedicated gifts which is likewise mentioned (v. 8 ), 
rests upon a confusion of the tenth with the 
tirumdJi. The various kinds of dues are most 
concisely enumerated in Neh 12* 4 , a passage re- 
garding which it is doubtful whether it belongs 
to the Memoirs of Nehemiah. Three species are 
named in it : tirdmdlh, reshith, and tenth. On 
this is based the Talmudic distinction of three 
kinds of dues, which finds no direct support in the 
Torah. 

10. The Priesthood after OT Times.— Several 
further developments in the relations of the per- 
sonnel of the sanctuary still show themselves in 
the period subsequent to the OT. 

a. Priests and Levites. — The consequence of the 
inclusion of the singers and doorkeepers among 
the Levites was that these two classes, which at 
the time of Ezra and Nehemiah were much more 
numerous than the Levites so-called in the narrower 
sense, dispossessed these of their unique character. 
At least tne tendency to this result is already dis- 
coverable in the OT in Chronicles, where singers 
and doorkeepers play a more important part than 
the Levites so-called in the narrower sense, so that 
one might be tempted to suggest that the latter 
had even for the Chronicler merely a theoretical 
existence (Vogelstein. pp. 30, 102 ft'.). It is doubt- 
ful whether in 1 Ch 9 usl other « Levites' (w. M - «•) 
besides the doorkeepers (w. 17 - 3a -'-') and the singers 
(v. 33 ) are assumed to exist (Gesch. p. 157 f.). The 
Talmud at all events knows only two kinds of 
Levitical service, that of song and that of watching 
in the temple (cf. Maimonides, ap. Vogelstein, 
p. 85; and, further, Buchler, Priester, p. 113 ft'., 
esp. 136 ff.). This is a result that is not surprising 
in view of the origin of the Levites in the narrower 
sense. The ancient, i.e., as would appear, pre- 
exilic (see above, § 3 end), classes of sanctuary 
servants included, besides the priests, only the 
singers and doorkeepers. The class known to 
Ezekiel and in the time of Ezra as ' Levites * was 
an artificial creation, which served only the purpose 
of disposing of the old non-Jerusalemite priests. 
In so far as these were not, like the Ithamarites, 
admitted to the post-exilic priesthood, they received 
as * Levites ' an intermediate place, which is hard 
to define, between the priests on the one hand and 
the singers and doorkeepers on the other. Thus 
it came about that at last the Levites kut' t$oxh* 
were absorbed in the singers and doorkeepers, who 
constituted the only two surviving professional 
classes of Levites. In this way the arrangement 
gained ground, which the author of the Priests' 
Code, if we judged rightly, had in view. He 
thought of his Levites as singers (for he reckons to 
them the singer-family of the Korahites) and door- 
keepers (for ne employs to describe their service 
the technical term 'Keep '). Of any other kind of 
Levites he for his part seems to know nothing, 
and the close of the history of the Israelitish 
cultus personnel knows as little. 

In fixing the position of the cultus personnel, a 
later age accepted on other points as well the 
simpler and more natural arrangement, and dis- 
regarded ordinances which had for some time 
enjoyed validity, thanks to an artificial theory or 



to historical confusion. The tenth as a sacred due 
is readily intelligible if it is either devoted to a 
sacrificial meal (as proposed in Dt), or even given 
to the priests, as representatives of the deity, but 
not when it falls to subordinate servants of the 
sanctuary. The Priests' Code, which assigns it to 
the Levites, shows by this very circumstance that 
the name ' Levites ' was originally a designation 
of the priests (Gesch. p. 52 f.). After the tithe 
regulation of the Priests' Code had been actually 
put in force under Nehemiah in later times, accord- 
ing to the testimony of Josephus (Ant. XX. viii. 8, 
ix. 2 ; Vita, 12, 15) and the Talmud (see the refer- 
ences in Graetz, Monatsschrift, 1886, p. 97 ff.), the 
tithes were withdrawn from the Levites and 
assigned exclusively to the priests (cf. Van Hoon- 
acker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 40). The Mishna (Maaser 
sheni, v. 6) appears, indeed, to assume as the correct 
practice that some receive the first tenth and others 
the Ur&mah of the tenth. The first class could be 
only the Levites (Schiirer, p. 258, note 44) ; but then 
this description, as it seems, would not correspond 
with the actually existing relations of later times. 
It is possible that, as Vogelstein (p. 72 ff.) holds, the 
tradition handed down in the Mishna, to the effect 
that the high priest J ohanan abolished ' the prayer 
of thanksgiving and confession at the tithe, refers 
to the abolition of the paying of the tithe to the 
Levites, and that by this Johanan is to be under- 
stood the contemporary of the Persian satrap 
Bagoses (cf. above, § 8 g ; so also Van Hoonacker, 
Sacerdoce, etc. p. 401, who, according to his chrono- 
logical scheme [p. 60 f.], regards this Johanan as a 
contemporary of Ezra ; on the other hand, Biber- 
feld, p. 18, holds that the Johanan who abolished 
the tithe prayer was John Hyrcanus). Our earliest 
evidence that the priests received the tenth comes 
from a much later time. Josephus (I.e.) assumes 
it as a matter of right that the priests receive 
the tenth, and complains only that some priests 
take it by force. He is speaking of the tune of 
Agrippa II. Since Josephus describes the priests 
as taking the tithe at the hands of the laity, 
he cannot have in view the tenth that had 
to be paid by the Levites to the priests. He 
appears thus to be quite unacquainted with the 
paying of the tenth to the Levites as a usual 
thing. From the fact that the Talmud looks upon 
it as a punishment that the tithe was withdrawn 
from the Levites and paid to the priests instead, 
which was the custom after the destruction of the 
temple (Graetz, Monatsschrift, 1886, p. 107 f.), it 
has been inferred by Graetz (I.e. p. 98 ff.) that the 
offence in view as punished may be the presump- 
tion of the Levites, who— but only the temple 
singers — in the time of Agrippa II. succeeded in 
obtaining the right to wear tne linen garment of 
the priests (see below). The historical motive for 
deviating from the law cannot be determined, but 
it is readily conceivable that any opportunity 
would be seized for altering the awkwardly com- 
plicated tithe law of the Priests' Code. 

Not only the tithe but other previous rights 
were withdrawn from the Invites. They were no 
longer trusted with the whole of the vxttch service 
of the temple, but had, according to the Mishna, 
to keep watch only on the outside at 21 points, 
whereas the three stations in the inner court were 
occupied by priests. The guard supplied by the 
Levites was under the control of a captain of the 
temple, i.e. a priest (Middoth i. 1, 2). 

Seeing that the Nethinim, who apparently were 
no longer even in the time of the Chronicler 
employed as a special class for the service of 
the temple, although still mentioned nt a later 
period, are not mentioned in connexion with the 
temple service, the lower services must have been 
discharged by others. Philo assigns not only the 
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watch service but also the cleaning of the temple 
to the wtwK6p<H, i.e. the Levites ; for other duties, 
growing boys of the priest* were employed (SchUrer, 
p. 279). In addition, we hear (Sukka iv. 4 ; 
Tamid v. 3) of 'attendants' (crjjn), without its 
being clear whether they were Levites (so BUchler, 
Priester, p. 149 ff.) or non-Levites that were thus 
employed. In any case the only class of Levites 
that could enter into consideration would be the 
doorkeepers, for the singers were doubtless regarded 
as holding too dignified a position to have such a 
name applied to them. 

Shortly before the destruction of the temple, the 
ringers succeeded in obtaining from Agrippa II. 
ana the Sanhedrin permission to wear the ' linen ' 
garment of the priests (Jos. Ant. xx. ix. 6). The 
desire to do this was not new ; according to 1 Ch 
15", 2 Ch 5", in the time of David and Solomon 
not only the singers but the Levites in general 
wore the priestly byssus robe — a statement which 
shows merely that at the time of the Chronicler 
this practice was an object of desire. Agrippa n. 
not only granted the desire of the singers, but 
allowed a portion of the Levites, by whom only 
doorkeepers can be meant, to learn the singing of 
hymns (Jos. I.e.), i.e. to hold an equal place with 
the division of singers. 

It is to the Levites apparently that we should 
refer the .designation ol ypauuartis rod tepov, 1 the 
teachers of the law of the temple,' which occurs in 
the letter of Antiochus the Great, ap. Jos. Ant. 
XII. iiL 3. As these ypauuartU are named between 
the Itptit and the UpofiXrai, they can hardly be 
other than Levites (Sam. Krauss, p. 675). The 
mention of them tallies with what we learn from 
Neh 8 7 "* about the instruction in the Torah which 
was given by the Levites. 

b. The revenues of the priests and Levites. — The 
dues demanded for the priests by the Priests' Code 
were augmented by that imposed by Deuteronomy 
upon sheep's wool (Chullin xi. 1, 2). By combin- 
ing the requirements of Dt with those of the 
Priests' Code, the income of the priests was further 
augmented, inasmuch as those portions of the 
sacrificial victims which, according to Dt, fell to 
the priests, had at a later period to be paid to 
them from all animals that might legitimately be 
offered in sacrifice, even when these were slaugh- 
tered for a common use, namely the foreleg, the 
cheek, and the maw of cattle, sheep, and goats 
(Chullin x. 1 ; cf. SchUrer, p. 255). The bikkurim 
were more specifically defined as having to be paid 
from seven sources, adopted from Dt 8", namely 
wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, 
and honey. According as tne parties concerned 
resided near to or far from Jerusalem the bik- 
kurim were to be handed over fresh or dried, and 
were to be brought in general processions to Jeru- 
salem (SchUrer, p. 249). A distinction, based on 
Neh 12**, was made between the bikMrim and the 
tervmdh in the narrower sense, i.e. the due levied 
on the best not only of the above seven kinds but 
on all fruits of field and tree. There was no fixed 
measure prescribed for these dues, but on an 
average they were to amount to jVth of one's in- 
come. This tSrHtndhyr'&B to lie eaten, according to 
Nu 18", by priests alone (SchUrer, p. 249 f.). The 
due to be presented of dough was also more specifi- 
cally defined, as well as the products of the ground 
which had to.be regarded as tithable (SchUrer, 
p. 250 ff.). 

According to the Mishna (Menahoth x. 4), a 
portion of the firstling sheaf that was waved by 
the priest before Jahweh (Lv 23 IM ) falls to the 
priest — an arrangement of which there is no indica- 
tion in the OT. According to Josephus (Ant. iv. 
iv. 4), the redemption price for the vow of one's 
own person is considered to belong to the priests, 



whereas in the Priests' Code (Lv 27) this is not 
expressly said, as it is in the case of the hirem. 
Perhaps the statement of Josephus is inexact; as a 
rule, at least the things vowed appear to have been 
used for general cultus purposes (SchUrer, 256 f.). 

In one point the practice of later times took a 
turn less favourable to the temple-servants than 
the Priests' Code had intended. Not only the so- 
called second tenth, i.e. tlu one which, upon the 

Kound of the tithe regulations in Dt was levied 
sides the tithe of the Levites, but also the tithe 
of cattle, are required by the Rabbinical rules to be 
devoted to sacrificial meals at Jerusalem. The 
latter thus did not fall, as is unquestionably the 
intention of the Priests' Code, to the Levites and 
priests (SchUrer, p. 251 f., note 22). 

Those dues of the priests which did not consist 
of portions of the offerings, and which were not 
therefore necessarily brought to Jerusalem, were 
paid 'everywhere where there was a priest,' i.e. on 
the spot to any priest who happened to be present, 
and this was enjoined to be continued even after 
the destruction of the temple (SchUrer, p. 257). 

C. The duties and offices of the priests. — The 
enactments -concerning the priests were in later 
times simply made more precise, upon the basis of 
the Priests' Code ; for instance, the laws about their 
marriage (SchUrer, p. 227 f. ), and the requirements 
of freedom from bodily blemish (ib. p. 230f.). It 
would appear that in later times it was, not indeed a 
law but a custom that the principal priests married 
only the daughters of priests (Biichler, Priester, 
p. 88 ff.). A particular age for admittance to the 
priestly service was no more fixed in the period 
following the OT than is done by the Priests Code 
in the case of the Aaronites ; but, as a matter of 

Cractice, those admitted required apparently to 
ave passed their twentieth year (SchUrer, p. 231). 
Among the priestly duties, the blowing of trum- 
pets takes a wider scope than in the Priests' Code 
or the statements of the Chronicler, according to 
which this ceremony was practised only in Avar and 
at the regular festivals and on special festive occa- 
sions. In later times it took place also in connexion 
with the sabbatical and daily offerings (Jos. Ant. 
ill. xii. 6), and to announce the beginning of the 
Sabbath from the battlements of the temple (DJ 
IV. ix. 12; cf. SchUrer, p. 278 f.). In addition to 
the washing, required in the Priests' Code, of hands 
and feet in the brazen laver before performing the 
sacred office (on the mode of performing this wash- 
ing Bee BUchler, Priester, p. 74, note 1), the priests 
had in later times to take a plunge-bath every 
morning before commencing the work of the day 
(Schurer, p. 283). In the last days of the temple it 
would appear that the higher ranks of priests took 
no part in the work of sacrifice, with the exception 
of the offerings presented by the high priest on the 
feast days, as this non-participation in sacrificial 
work is to all appearance to be assumed in the case 
of the priest Flavius Josephus (BUchler, Priester, 
p. 70 ff.). 

The 24 divisions of priests, of which we know as 
early as Chronicles, served for the performance of 
the cultus to which they attended in turn. The 24 
divisions are distinguished, in the literature pos- 
terior to the OT, as the mishmdroth, from the sub- 
divisions not mentioned in the OT, the batte 'db6th. 
Each principal division included, according to tra- 
dition, from five to nine subdivisions (SchUrer, p. 
235 f. ). A principal division is called in Greek warpid 
(Jos. Ant. VII. xiv. 7), or i^njuepla (Lk l 6 - 8 ), or 
itpr/ueptt (Jos. Vita, 1); a subdivision, $>iAi) (Jos. 
Vita, 1). Each of the 24 divisions went on duty 
for a week, the exchange with the next division 
taking place on the Sabbath. At the three great 
annual festivals all the 24 divisions officiated simul- 
taneously (SchUrer, p. 279 f.). 
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The position of the high priest underwent a 
change towards the close of the Jewish hierarchy 
through respect being no longer paid to the office 
as one that was to be held for life and to be heredi- 
tary. The elevation of the Hasmomeans to the 
high-priestly dignity had already marked a break- 
ing with the past, for thereby the hereditary 
succession of high priests was interrupted. The 
Hasmomeans sprang from the priestly class of 
Joiarib (1 Mac iP'H*). Whether the latter was 
reckoned to the Zadokites or not, cannot be deter- 
mined. In the lists contained in the Book of 
Nehemiah (12 1 " 7 - 1 *- 21 ) it holds a subordinate posi- 
tion ; a list, perhaps not earlier than the time of 
the Hasmomeans (cf. above, § 9), found in 1 Ch 
24 7ff -, assigns to it the first place. In one of the 
recently discovered fragments of the Hebrew 
original text of Jesus Sirach, namely 51 1Sc C, the 
house of Zadok is highly exalted : ' O give thanks 
unto Him that chose the sons of Zadok to be priests ' 
(S. Schechter and C. Taylor, The Wisdom of lien 
Sira, Portions of the Book Ecclesiast iciis, Cam- 
bridge, 1899). The whole hymn to which this 
passage belongs, namely vv. 12t '< l *" 1 *>(is) ) is omitted in 
the'Greek translation of the grandson of Jesus Ben 
Sira, perhaps as Schechter (p. 35 f . ) suggests (cf . 
Th. Noldeke, ZATIV, 1900, p. 92), because in the 
interval between the composition of the original 
text and that of the translation (i.e. between c. 200 
and 130 B.C.) the family of the previous Zadokite 
high priests had been superseded by the Has- 
monceans. But after this latter event the high 
priesthood again became hereditary in the Has- 
momean line. At a later period Herod and the 
Romans set up and deposed high priests at their 
pleasure. From these non-acting high priests 
arose the group known as dpxtepth. But the 
custom was always rigidly adhered to of select- 
ing the high priests only from certain special 
priestly families (Schurer, p. 215 if.). The anoint- 
ing of the high priest, which is ordained in the 
Priests' Code, was not in later times carried 
out in the case of all high priests, perhaps it was 
in general omitted ; the Mishna knows of high 
priests who were installed in office simply by 
clothing them with the official robes (Horajotn, iii. 
4; cf. Gesch. p. 140; Schurer, p. 232, note 26; 
Weinel, ZATIV, 1898, p. 66 f. ; Van Hoonacker, 
Sacerdore, etc. p. 351 f.). The high priest, who, 
during the period of Jewish indepeudence, was the 
head also of the State, was at least in later times 
president of the Sanhedrin, and in so far also the 
representative of the people in political matters in 
dealing with the Romans. As regards his partici- 
pation in the performance of the cultus, it was a 
later custom for him to offer the daily offering 
during the week preceding the Day of Atonement ; 
any other share he might take in the work of 
sacrifice was simply according to his pleasure 
(Joma i. 2). Josephus states that the high priest 
offered as a rule on the Sabbath, at the new moon, 
and at the yearly festivals (B J v. v. 7 ; Biichler, 
P Hester, p. 68 ff. , doubts whether in later times the 
high priest ottered except at the yearly festivals). 
The daily minhdh, which according to the original 
intention of Lv 6 l2,r - he had to otter (see above, § 8 c), 
was not always offered by the high priest in person, 
but he defrayed the cost of it (Jos. Ant. ill. x. 7, 
where Itpcfc can be none but the high priest), a duty 
which Ezekiel imposed upon the 'prince' In the 
Roman period a conflict arose on the question of 
the keeping of the high priest's robes (Jos. Ant. 
XV. xi. 4, XVIII. iv. 3, XX. i. 1, 2) ; when Jerusalem 
was taken, his robe of state fell into the hands of 
the Romans (BJ VI. viii. 3). 

Besides the high-priestly office, we hear in the 
Rabbinical literature of an exalted priestly office, 
that of the sigan (j:b), of which there is no mention 



in the OT. The sigan has usually been viewed as 
the high priest's substitute, who had to take his 

f lace if he was prevented by Levitical uncleanness 
rom discharging the duties of his office. But the 
existence of a standing vicarius for the high priest 
is rendered improbable by the statement of the 
Mishna (Joma i. 1) that Beven days before the 
Day of Atonement * another priest ' was to be set 
apart to act for the highpriest in the event of his 
being prevented from officiating. It is not at all 
likely that this statement in the Mishna relates to 
an earlier practice, and that afterwards (subsequent 
to the year a.d. 63) the sigan was appointed as 
substitute for the high priest (Biichler, Pricster, p. 
113), for there is nothing known of such a change. 
Since the LXX usually reproduces theword sigan im, 
which is used in the OT for non-priestly officials, by 
tnpaTtftol, Schurer (p. 264 f.) is probably right in 
seeing in the sigan the captain of the temple (arpa- 
rrrybs rod ItpoC), who is repeatedly mentioned in the 
NT and by Josephus, antl in attributing to him the 
principal oversight of the external order of the 
temple. Yet Joma 39* (Biichler, Pricster, p. 105) 
looks upon the sigan as in some measure the repre- 
sentative of the high priest. The sigdnim in the 
plural (Bikkurim iii. 3) are doubtless, like the arpa- 
Tiryol (Lk 22 4 - B '-), heads of the temple police sub- 
ordinate to the sigan. In the Mishna (Bikkurim 
iii. 3) there are mentioned as going to meet the festive 
procession which accompanied the bikkurim — the 
paMth (mns), the sigdnim, and the gizbdrim. It 
may be inferred that by the first of these designa- 
tions, as by the two following, priests are intended, 
although pahoth is used also for secular governors. 
But a special priestly office can hardly be con- 
noted by the word, which apparently corresponds 
to the NT ipxiepeit (Schurer, p. 260). The giz- 
bdrim (0131a, Peak i. 6 end) or yafo<pv\o.Kes (Jos. 
Ant. xv. xi. 4, XVIII. iv. 3) had charge of the rich 
temple treasures. From the description of the 
Chronicler, it appears necessary to hold that in 
his time the administration of the temple revenue 
and capital was in the hands of the Levites. At a 
later period the higher posts as treasurers appear to 
have been held by priests, for the gizbdrim appear 
as high temple officials alongside of the sigdnim 
(Bikkurim iii. 3), and Josephus (Ant. XX. viii. 11) 
names the ya£oWKa£, i.e. probably the head of the 
treasurers, immediately after the high priest. It 
is possible that the Chronicler, in his account of 
the management of the temple treasury, has, in his 
preference for the Levites, arbitrarily put these in 
the foreground (but cf. Ex 38 21 ). But, seeing that 
in the matter of other duties and rights the Levites 
were in point of fact displaced in later times by the 
priests, the same may have happened with the 
holding of treasury offices. Under Nehemiah (Neh 
13 13 M) a priest was at the head of the treasurers 
(i.e. those who were set over the 'OzdrOth, ' store- 
houses '), among whom only one is stated to have 
been a Levite. Sam. Krauss (p. 673 f.) doubts, 
however, whether the gizbdrim were priests, they 
being, as far as is known to the present writer, 
nowhere directly called such. To the treasury 
officials probably belonged also the 'dmarkiltn 
(I'Vd-dx), who, without a more particular definition 
of the term, are mentioned in the Mishna only 
once, along with the gizbdrim (Shekalim v. 2), and 
are named also in later literature, as a rule, together 
with the gizbdrim (Schurer, p. 270 f.). Sam. Krauss 
(p. 673) holds the 'dmarkiltn also to have been lay- 
men, drawing this inference from the Midrash 
Wajikra Jiabba (Par. V. ch. v. 3 ; in A. Wiinsche's 
Bibliotheca Rabbinica, Liefer. 26, 1884, p. 36), 
according to which the 'dmarkol had a right to par- 
take of the holy things, but not, like the high priest, 
of the offerings. But Schurer (p. 270) is probably 
right in referring to Tosefta Horajoth, end (TosfJ'tu, 
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ed. by M. S. Zuckermandel, 1880, p. 476, bottom), 
where in a graduated list the 'dmarkol and the 
ffizbdr are above the ordinary priest, the latter is 
above the Levite, and this last again above the 
Israelite, i.e. the layman (cf. also Graetz, Monats- 
Mchrift, 1885, p. 194). It is correct, however, that 
the official name 'dmarkol is used to designate the 
office not only of priest, but of administrator in 
general (Buchler, Priester, p. 100 fl". ; Schiirer, p. 
270). According to Buchler (p. 90 If.), there were, 
in addition to the regular priestly gizbdrim and 
'dmarkilin, others who were selected from the 
successive divisions of officiating priests ; but no 
express testimony is known of the use of these 
two names for beads of these divisions.— Only in 
the Jerusalem Talmud is the office of the hatolikin 
(pp'Srp, KaOoKiKoi) named (Schiirer, p. 27 1 ). ' 

The cultus was, according to the Law, to be 
performed by all priests ; but in course of time the 
diflerent functions became so complicated and in 
part difficult, that, according to the Mishna, they 
were apportioned among different priestly officials, 
and certain duties, such as that of preparing the 
shewbread and the incense, became hereditary in 
particular families (Schiirer, p. 275 ff.). 

In addition to their service in the temple, the 
priests are known to Josephus as administrators of 
the most important concerns of the community, 
under the presidency of the high priest (c. Apion. 
iL 21). He has in view primarily Jerusalem. But 
in all cities there were, according to him (Ant. iv. 
viii. 14), as Moses had enjoined, men of the tribe 
of Levi appointed, two for each court of seven, to 
assist the members as vwnp4rax. Such an enact- 
ment is not found in the Pentateuch ; Josephus 
must then have in view arrangements existing in 
his own time in JucUea under the Romans (dif- 
ferently Van Hoon acker, Sacerdoce, etc. p. 45 f.). 
From the designation vrnplrcu it is more likely 
that these two assessors were Levites (Schiirer, 
p. 178) than that priests are meant (Buchler, 
Priester, p. 180). According to the Mishna (San- 
hedrin i. 3), priests are in certain instances to be 
called in as judges (cf. Jos. c. Apion. ii. 21). This 
judicial activity of the priests, perhaps also of the 
Levites, is a continuation of the corresponding 
duties assigned to the priests in Deuteronomy and 
Ezekiel, and to the priests and Levites in Chron- 
icles. In the last resort this species of activity on 
the part of the personnel of the sanctuary goes 
back to the practice, with which we make acquaint- 
ance in the Book of the Covenant, of having certain 
lawsuits decided at the sanctuary, by means of the 
oracle of the Deity communicated by the priests. 
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qe,chichte*, Freiburg i. B. 1&97, Bd. i. p. 203 f. ; amorw the 
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PRIEST in NT.— 1. The word 'priest' (Uptin) is 
used in the NT of the sacrificing ministers of any 
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religion. The priest of Zeus is mentioned in Ac 
14 1S , the priest of the true God in Mt 8 4 . Refer- 
ences, indeed, are numerous in the NT, especially 
in the Gospels, to the priests of the OT. In Lie 
l 8 * 8 allusion is made to the twenty-four ifatMplat 
into which they were divided, and to the assign- 
ment of certain of their duties by lot. The NT 
throws little light, however, on the standing of 
the priests generally, or on the service they 
rendered to the nation. The Gospels speak 
almost exclusively of those whom they call the 
ApXtepeZs, or chief priests. The high priest was 
chosen, as a rule, from one of a small number of 
priestly families, and, when the office ceased to be 
held for life, there might be a number of persons 
entitled by courtesy to the name. An ex -high 
priest, if a man of unusual force of character, 
might actually exercise a greater influence in the 
direction of ecclesiastical or political affairs than 
the proper holder of the office, and either over- 
shadow the latter in the common mind, or prac- 
tically share his distinction. It is thus we must 
explain such expressions as Lk 3 a irl ipxicptw 
"A»va Kal KaXd<pa = ' in the high priesthood of Annas 
and Caiaphas,' and the part taken by Annas ( while 
Caiaphas was titular high priest) in the trial of 
Jesus (Jn 18 u ). So also in Ac 4* the dignity of 
the high priesthood is reflected on if not extended 
to all the members of the ytyot ipx^puriKbv ; there 
was a kind of aristocracy among the priests, and 
it was from it that the high priest proper was 
chosen. Though the dpx'tpf" made common cause 
with the Pharisees in their hostility to Christi- 
anity, they were themselves on the Sadduciean 
side (Ac 5"), and the most determined opposition 
to the preaching of the resurrection came from 
them. Probably the inferior members of the 
priestly order, who had but a nominal share in 
ite prerogatives, were more free from its preju- 
dices ; it would be among them that the great 
multitude of priests was found which 1 became 
obedient to the faith ' (Ac 6 7 ). On the whole sub- 
ject of the Jewish priests in NT times, see Schiirer, 
GJV* ii. 214-305 [HJP II. i. 195-305], and the pre- 
ceding article, esp. § 10c. 

2. A more important subject is that which is 
suggested by the use of the word • priest' in the 
interpretation of the Christian religion. In the 
NT it is only in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
that Jesus is spoken of as lepefa, i*iyai Upefc, and 
ipxupeiH— terms which are not to be distinguished 
from each other, the last two only signifying 
Christ's eminence in the priestly character. _ In 
the highest sense of the term, so to speak, He is a 
priest. But what is a priest ? In the Ep. to the 
Hebrews, it may be said, the priest is the person 
through whom and through whose ministry people 
draw near to God, through whom they are 1 sancti- 
fied ' ; that is, made a people of God, and enabled 
to worship. The writer does not think of such a 
thing as a religion without a priest. Men are 
sinful men, and without mediation of some kind 
they cannot draw near to God at all. The people 
of God had mediators under the OT, and they have 
a mediator under the NT. It is on the character 
of the mediator that the character of the religion 
depends. If he is imperfect the religion will be 
imperfect ; there will be no real or permanent 
access to God, no real liberation of the conscience. 
But if he is what he should be, then the perfect, 
and therefore the final, religion has come. The 
conscience will be effectually purged, sin as a 
barrier between God and man will be effectually 
removed, the way into the holiest of all will be 
opened, and the covenant realized in the abiding 
fellowship of God and His people. It is from this 
point of view that the writer works out the contrast 
between the OT and the NT. The Jewish religion 



was a true one, for God had given it ; but it was 
not the true and therefore not the final one, for its 
priesthood was imperfect. Everything about it 
was imperfect. The priests themselves were im- 
perfect. They Avere mortal men, and could not 
continue because of death. They were sinful men, 
too, and had to offer for their own sins before they 
could offer for those of the people. The sanctuary 
was imperfect, a &yio* Koafwcfo, not the real dwell- 
ing-place of God. The sacrifices were imperfect ; 
the blood of bulls and goats and other animals, 
whatever its virtue, could not make the worship- 
pers perfect touching the conscience ; that is, could 
not bring them to the desired goal of a fearless peace 
toward God. The very repetition of the sacrifices 
showed that the work of removing sin had not 
really and once for all been achieved. And, finally, 
the access to God was imperfect. The priests had 
no access at all into the Holiest Place, and when 
the high priest did enter on one day in the year it 
was no abiding entrance ; the communion of the 
people with God, which his presence there symbol- 
ized, was lost, it might be said, as soon as won ; he 
came out from the shrine and the veil closed behind 
him, 'the Holy Ghost this signifying, that the 
way into the holiest of all had not yet been made 
manifest.' Everything in the old religion had im- 
perfection written upon it — the imperfection in* 
volved in the nature of its priests [aMi* ydp ire- 
XeluHre* 6 r6ftos, He 7 U ). 

It is in contrast with this that Christ's priest- 
hood is set forth. Christianity is the perfect and 
final religion, because Christ is the perfect priest. 
An OT foundation for this doctrine is found in 
Ps 110 4 , where the Messiah is addressed by God 
as ' a priest for ever, after the order of Melchize- 
dek.' Perhaps one should call it rather a point 
of attachment than a foundation, for though it 
probably served the writer's purpose in arresting 
the attention of his readers, the ideas which he 
connects with the priesthood of Christ are not, 
strictly speaking, derived from it. The order of 
Melchizedek is contrasted with that of Aaron : 
the two orders exclude each other. Christ is not 
a priest after the order of Aaron upon earth, and 
afterwards, in heaven, a priest after the order 
of Melchizedek : being what He is, the Son of 
God, in the sense understood in this Epistle, His 

f riesthood can be of the Melchizedek order alone, 
n Him and through His ministry a fellowship ' 
with God has been realized on the behalf of men 
which is perfect and which abides. The word 
which is used to express this in the Epistle is 
albinos. Inasmuch as He is the true priest, 
Christ's blood is the blood of an eternal covenant, 
He offered Himself through eternal spirit, He has 
become the author of eternal salvation, has ob- 
tained eternal redemption, and enables men to get 
hold of the eternal inheritance (5» 9 1 *- u 13*). 
All these are ways of indicating the perfection 
and finality of His priesthood, i.e. of His function 
to mediate between the holy God and sinful men, 
and to realize in Himself, and enable sinful men to 
realize, a complete and abiding fellowship with God. 

Among the aspects or constituents of Christ's 
priesthood on which the writer lays emphasis are 
these. (1) His commission, He 5*. God must 
appoint the priest, for he is to be the minister of 
His grace. No man can take this honour to him- 
self. The writer seems to find the Divine commis- 
sion in the psalms quoted in He 5"- (Ps 2 7 110 4 ), 
but he connects these immediately in v. 7 '* with 
what seems to be a reference to the agony in 
Gethseniane, as though it were there, historically, 
that Jesus received this high and hard calling. 
(2) His preparation. This is a point on which 
great stress is put. To be a merciful and trust- 
worthy high priest (2"), it is necessary that he 
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should be to the utmost possible extent one with 
those whom he represents before God. Hence he 
becomes like them a partaker of flesh and blood 
(2 U ), is tempted in all points like us (4"), learns 
obedience by the things which he suffers (5 8 ), 
knows what it is to worship with others and to 
wait upon God (2 m -), and at last to taste death. 
Sin apart (4 10 ), nothing human is alien to him ; in 
virtue of his nature and his experience he can 
sympathize with us ; through suffering, especially, 
he has been made ' perfect,' i.e. been made all that 
he ought to be as a ' captain of salvation,' or a 
priest to stand before God for sinful men, able 
truly to enter into their case. On the word 
'perfect' (reXet&rcu) see Davidson, Hebrews, p. 
207 f. (3) His offering. Every priest is appointed 
to offer gifts and sacrifices (8 s ) for sins (5 l ), and 
this one also must have something to offer. What 
is it! In a word, it is himself. This is more 
easily said than interpreted. There is a passage 
in the Epistle (10") in which, following Ps 40™, 
what Christ did is contrasted with ' sacrifices and 
offerings and whole burnt-offerings and sin-offer- 
ings,' as ' doing the will of God ' ; and it is said 
that Scripture puts away the first to establish the 
second. From this it is often inferred that Christ's 
work was not sacrificial, and especially that His 
death is not to be conceived as an offering for sin ; 
sacrifice, it is said, is abolished to make room for 
obedience. But this is certainly not the contrast 
in the writer's mind. The conception of offering 
or sacrifice is essential to him, and to Christ as 
priest. This priest, like every other, must have 
somewhat to offer. Indeed, immediately after the 
remark that He puts away the first (the OT sacri- 
fices) to establish the second (the doing of God's 
will), he adds, ' in which will we have been sancti- 
fied through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.' What He opposes is not sacrifice 
and obedience simpliciter, but the OT sacrifices, 
in which the victims were involuntary, and the 
offering therefore morally imperfect, not to say 
meaningless, and Christ's willing sacrifice of Him- 
self, which was an act of obedience to the Father. 
As a voluntary act of obedience this sacrifice had 
a significance and a moral worth which no animal 
sacrifice could have. But the obedience involved 
in it was not simply the obedience Tequrred of man 
as such ; it was the obedience required of the 
Son whom the Father had commissioned to be the 
mediator of a new covenant, the restorer of fellow- 
ship between Himself and sinful men ; in other 
words, it was the obedience of a priest, who had 
'to annul sin by the sacrifice of himself (9"), to 
be ' offered once for all to bear the sins of many ' 
(J** 8 ), to enter into the sanctuary ' through his own 
blood' (9 1S ), 'by one offering to perfect for ever 
them that are being sanctified' (10"). In short, it 
is not sacrifice and obedience that are blankly 
contrasted here, but unintelligent will-less animal 
sacrifice, and the sacrificial obedience of the Priest 
who willingly dies to make purgation of sins (l 3 ). 
As the perfect priest Christ made once for all tho 
perfect sacrifice for sin ; that is why the Levitical 
sacrifices have passed away. (4) The scene of His 
ministry, or the sanctuary. The true offering is 
made in the true sanctuary, i.e. heaven. It is there 
that Christ appears in the presence of God for us. 
It is there, in His person, that there is realized the 
abiding fellowship of God and man into which the 
gospel calls us. But this does not mean that 
what has been spoken of under the head of His 
offering, namely His death, is not included in His 
priestly work. To break the work of the perfect 
priest into pieces in this way is foreign to the 
writer's mode of thought. The priest's work, his 
offering, is not consummated till he enters with it 
(and by means of it) into God's presence ; it is 



then that he is in the full sense a priest. Hence 
Christ is conceived as exercising His priestly 
function in the sanctuary above ; but He could 
not be priest there except in virtue of the com- 
mission, the preparation, and the offering, which 
have just been described. All these therefore 
belong to the conception of the priesthood as much 
as what is done in the heavenly sanctuary itself. 
(5) His intercession. He is able to save to the 
uttermost those who draw near to God through 
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession 
for them. In what the intercession consists is 
nowhere explained. The writer to the Hebrews 
does not define it as the perpetuating, or making 
prevalent for all time, of an atoning work achieved 
on earth ; he does not conceive of the atoning 
work as achieved at all except through the entrance 
of the priest into the presence of God <5id rod ISlov 
aXftarot. On the other hand, it seems to be less 
than what he means, if we say that His mere 
appearing in God's presence, even with the virtue 
of His sin -annulling work in Him, is itself the 
intercession — a continuous and prevailing plea 
with God to receive even those who have sinned 
into fellowship with Himself, and not to let sin 
annul His covenant. It is a fair inference from 4 W 
(that we may find grace for timely succour), taken 
in connexion with what precedes, that the inter- 
cession of the great High Priest is not a continu- 
ous unvarying representation of man before God, 
but relates itself sympathetically to the vari- 
ously emergent necessities and crises of individual 
life. (6) The result of Christ's priesthood. The 
result is, in a word, the establishment of the new 
covenant between God and man. In Christ, and 
on the basis of His work, God is our God again, 
and we are His people. Because Christ is all that 
a priest should be, the new relation of God and man 
realized in Him is all that such a relation should be ; 
Christianity is a new, but also the final, because 
the perfect religion. There are various ways in 
which this is expressed in detail. Those who have 
the perfect priest are freed from the fear of death 
(2 IS ) ; can come with boldness to God's throne and 
find it a throne of grace (4 W ) ; have a hope of 
immortality that nothing can shake, knowing as 
they do that Jesus has entered within the veil as 
their forerunner (6 20 ) ; have an assurance, in the 
indissoluble life of Christ (7"), in the priesthood 
which as founded on it never passes to another 
or can never be trenched upon by another (7**), 
and in the intercession of their deathless repre- 
sentative, that complete salvation awaits them ; 
in their worship are made perfect as touching the 
conscience, i.e. completely delivered from sin as 
that which hinders access to God (9** M ). And as 
the blessings of the covenant are infinite, so the 
deliberate and wilful rejection of them, and the 
relapse from the fellowship with God assured in 
Christ to any inferior religious standpoint (6 W * 
10* ff -). is the unpardonable sin. 

3. The Epistle to the Hebrews does not attrib- 
ute to believers as priests any of the special 
functions involved in the unique priesthood of 
Christ. In Ex 19 6 Israel is spoken of as njhy> 
□Mrp, i.e. God's people are His kingdom, and 
they are priests, with the right of access to Him. 
As the NT point of view is that there is only one 
people of God through all time, this conception is 
found in the NT also : see especially llev 1" 5 10 20*, 
1 P 2*- 9 (lep&revna Hytov, flaaiXtior : pacnXeiav, iepeit 
T<j5 0«v kclI ■war pi aCrrov). In substance, the same 
thing is meant when we read in Hehrews of the 
right to 'draw near with boldness,' or in Eph 2 17 
that through Christ all Christians alike have ' their 
access (rJj»> rpoo-ayurfliv : the characteristic privilege 
of the new religion, Ro 5 s , 1 P 3'*) in one spirit to 
the Father.' To the Father : for in experience the 
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sonship of believers and their priesthood are one 
and the same thing. Sonship and priesthood are 
two figures under which we can represent the 
characteristic relation of man to God, his charac- 
teristic standing toward God, in the new religion 
instituted by Christ. Formally distinguishable, 
they are really and experimentally the same. 
Christ Himself was perfect priest only because He 
was true Son of God ; His priesthood, though it 
was His vocation, was grounded in His nature : it 
had nothing official in it, but was throughout 
personal ana real. So it is with the priesthood of 
believers : it also is involved in sonship, is one 
element or function of sonship, and only as such 
has it any meaning. The writer to the Hebrews 
speaks of Christians as offering to God sacrifices 
of praise, the fruit of lips making confession to His 
name. He bids them remember beneficence and 
charity, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
So St. Peter says Christians are a holy priesthood 
to offer spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ ( 1 P 2 s ) ; and St. Paul bids the 
Romans present their bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable to God, which is the rational 
worship required of them (Ro 12 1 ). Praise, self- 
consecrntion, charity, — if we include Rev 8 s , we 
may add, after the ttnalogy of Ps 141*, prayer, — 
these are the only sacrifices which the priestly 
people of God may offer now. There is no such 
thing in the NT as a sacrifice for sin except the 
sacrifice which Christ offered once for all. 

4._ The NT does not apply the word UptOs to any 
Christian minister, nor indeed to any Christian at 
all, except so far as the people of God are spoken 
of as a « royal priesthood.' It is easy to see why. 
Christianity is what it is— a perfect and abiding 
fellowship with God — because it is realized in the 
Eternal Son of God. It cannot be realized or 
guaranteed in any other. He is the Mediator of 
it, to whom it owes its character. To introduce 
into it, no matter how we define their relation to 
Him, official mediators, is to relapse from the 
Melchizedek priesthood to the Aaronic ; it is in 
principle to apostatize from Christianity. The pic- 
torial use of language borrowed from the old re- 
ligion is, of course, intelligible enough. St. Paul, 
e.g., can speak of himself as lepovpyup rb efayyAior 
rod Oeov, discharging a sacred function toward the 
gospel, and presenting the Gentiles as an offering 
to God (Ro 15 18 ; cf. Ph 2 17 ). But there is not, as 
in the nature of the case there could not be, any 
trace in the NT of a Christian priest making 
sacrifice for sin, and mediating again (in the 
Aaronic, official, mortal, never perfect, and never 
to be perfected fashion) between God and man. 

Literature. — Schiirer, as above ; the books on NT theology, 
Weiss, Pfleiderer, Beyschlag, Holtzmann ; the commentaries on 
Hebrews, esp. the extended notes in Davidson ; Bruce, Ep. to 
the Hebrews, and art. Hebrews in this Dictionary; Milhgan, 
Ascension and Heavenly Priesthood ; Westcott, Hebrews ; also 
Priesthood and Sacrifice (Report of Conference at Oxford), 
edited by W. Sanday, 1900. J. DENNEY. 

PRINCE is the AV tr. of no fewer than 16 Hebrew 
or Hebraized terms in OT and 3 Greek ones in NT. 

1. K'rj, lit. ' exalted one ' from ' lift up.' This 
word is -practically confined (the only exceptions 
are Ex 22«<*> [J or E], 1K8> 11" [both R p ], and 
Pr 25' 9 ) to the writings of P, the Chronicler, and 
Ezekiel. It is used in Gn 17* (LXX tdvn ' nations ') 
26 18 {&px 0,rret ) of the twelve 'princes' descended 
from Ishraael ; in 23 s it is put by P in the mouth of 
the * children of Heth ' as a designation of Abra- 
ham (LXX paaiXtvs) ; in 34 3 it is applied to Shechein 
the son of Hamor (&pxwr; so, or ipxotnet, in the 
LXX of all the following passages, unless other- 
wise noted) ; in Nu 25 18 of a prince of Midian ; in 
Jos 13* 1 of the princes of Sinon. It is especially 
frequent for the heads of the Isr. tribes : Ex 16* 



34", Lv 4* (AV and RV in these three passages 
•rulers'), Nu 2* 7"- 31 1 * etc., Jos 9'»- "•>»•" 17* 
22i«.».» go also 1 Ch 2 10 4 s8 5 9 7* etc., cf. Ex 22 s7 
(J8) (« Thou shalt not revile God nor curse a ruler of 
thy people'), and 1 K 8 1 (A brnaiUvoi, prob. error 
for txypiUvos, Aq.'s tr. of n'irj in Ex 22* ; B om.) = 
2 Ch 5* (ipjeorrtt), where the princes of the fathers' 
houses of the children of Israel were assembled by 
Solomon. In IK ll* 4 the term nasi' is used of 
Solomon himself ('I will make him prince,' *'?} 
UnTtf, LXX &mra<rcrbfuvoi itniTO^opAi), and in Ezr l 8 
the Chronicler applies it to Sheshbazzar. In Ezk 
not only is it used of the king of Judah (12 10 - 18 21" 
*>J [adrrryoiifuvot]), and of Isr. and foreign princes 
(7» 21" »* »l [<U>wriM"«] 28" 30" 32* etc.), but 
han-ndrt' is the special designation of the head of 
the future ideal State (34* 37 s9 [both 6 dpxw] 44* 
[b iryotituros] 45 7 - »• * 46* «■ *• 10 - »• 18 48*- * [all 
b aifrrryoifitvoi]). For the later Talmudic use of nasi' 
as the technical title for the president of the 
Sanhedrin see art. Sanhedrin; Kuenen, Ge- 
8amnu Abhandl. [Bu tide's tr.] p. 58 f. ; Schiirer, 
HJP II. i. 180 ff. ; Weber, Jiid. Theologie, p. 140. 
The title ndsV was also assumed by Simeon bar- 
Cochba (the leader of the Jewish revolt A.D. 132), 
whose coins are stamped ' Simeon nasi' of Israel ' 
(see art. Money in vol. iii. p. 430 b , and Schiirer, 
HJP I. ii. 299). 

2. ~v occurs with extreme frequency. The verbal 
form list is found 4 times in Qal (Jg 9 M , Is 32 1 , Pr 
8 18 , Est 1*), twice in Hithp. (Nu 16" 6U ), and once 
in Hiph. (Hos 8 4 ). In Jg 9* and Hos 8* it is pointed 
in MT as if from nb, but see Konig, i. 328, 352. It 
is uncertain whether this is the primitive root= 
' have power,' * exercise rule,' or whether it is a 
denominative from Amongst other applica- 
tions, "is [in the following passages reproduced in 
LXX, unless otherwise noted, by 4px«"] is used of 
officers or rulers whether military Ex 18* 1 (AV and 
RV 'rulers'), Nu 21" Is 21 8 , 2 Ch 32* 1 1| tjj (AV 
and RV ' captains '), or civil 1 Ch 27* 1 (t/kktt4tcu, 
AV and RV 'rulers'), cf. 29 s etc., particularly of 
royal officials Gn 12 19 , 2 K v4>», Hos 3*, Ezr 8* ; of 
the chiefs of foreign nations Jg 7* 8* (Midian), 1 S 
18* (Philistines) ; of leaders in war 1 S 22* (ijyoi- 
fitvoi, AV and RV 'captains'), cf. 2 S 24* and Neh 
2" i&pxvyol) ; of the ' ruler of the city ' Jg 9», cf. 
1 K 22* (/tamXefe, AV and RV ' governor'), Neh 7*; 
of the chief of the eunuchs Dn l n - **• (apxicwovxos) ; 
the chief of the butlers or bakers Gn 40 s - * (4«t- 
otroYoos, apxio-iToroibt), etc. ; the head of the priestly 
or Levitical classes Ezr 8* 10 9 , 1 Ch 15 18 * etc. ; 
the directors of the post-exilic community Neh 4 10 , 
cf. Ezr 9 1 10", Neh ll 1 . With the sense of ' prince ' 
proper, tg is mainly post-exilic, Est l 14 , Job 29* 
(iSpol) || otu, Ps 119 s -" 1 ; of the Messiah, 'the 

Srince of peace' Is 9 s (A &px<ar flpJiri)*, B follows a 
ifferent text); of the guardian angels of the 
nations Dn 10 1S -» M 12 1 (Theod. in all ap X ur, LXX 
in first three orparrryb*, in last ayyeXoj) ; of God 
Dn 8 11 (' prince of the host,' dpxiaTodnryot) * (' prince 
of princes,' LXX follows a different text). 

The noun 'princess' in EV always represents 
rrjfr (cf. the proper name SARAH). Its only two 
occurrences in AVare 1 K 11* (of the seven hundred 
wives of Solomon ; LXX ipxoixrai). La l 1 (of Jerusa- 
lem 'princess among the provinces'; LXX ILpxovoa). 
To these RV adds Est 1» (AV 'ladies,' LXX 
Tvpavvlbtt). There are only two other occurrences 
of rnb in the Hebrew Bible. The one is Jg 5* 
rrnWy ntopri (A V and RV ' her wise ladies,' Moore [cf. 
his note on the text], ' the sagest of her princesses ' ; 
LXX ipxwmu) ; the other is Is 49* (AV and RV 
'queens,' AVm ' princesses' ; LXX dpxovo-at). 

3. tjj. The root meaning is probably ' one in 
front,' 'a leader.' This word is used in general 
of rulers or princes in Job 29 10 (AV and RV 
'nobles,' LXX wants this verse) 31" (LXX follows 
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a different text), Ps 76j s ("> (dpxw), Pr28 18 (PaotXtit). 
More particularly it is the designation of (a) the 
king of Israel: Saul 1 S 9" I0 1 [the use of vjj is 
peculiar to the earlier of the two narratives of 
Saul's election, ij^o ' king ' being used in the other ; 
the same distinction is observed in the LXX Apxuv 
and patrtXefa] ; David 13 w {dpxv ; in the following 
passages rjyov/ie^ot unless otherwise noted) 25", 
2SP {eintyotucros) 6" 7 8 , 1 Ch ll a 17 7 , 2 Ch 6 8 
[in all these passages relating to Saul and David, 
RV has ' prince,' AV has * captain * in all except 
1 S 25 s0 , 2 S 6 s ' 7 8 , 1 Ch 11" 17 7 , 2 Ch 6\ where it 
has 'ruler'], Is 55* (AV and RV 'leader,' RVm 
' prince,' LXX ipxuy); Solomon 1 K 1" (AV 'ruler '), 
1 Ch 29= (AV 'chief governor,' LXX paaiXets) ; 
Jeroboam 1 K 14 7 ; Baasha 16 8 ; Hezekiah 2 K 20 s 
(AV ' captain ') ; Abijah 2 Ch 11* (AV ' ruler') ; cf. 
the choice of Judah 1 Ch 28 4 (AV 'ruler,' LXX iw 
'lot/dp ipiriKtw rb flaaCXetov). — (b) A foreign ruler or 
prince : the prince of Tyre Ezk 28* (A/>x«r) 5 per- 
haps also 'the prince that shall come' Dn 9'-* 
(! Antiocbus Epiphanes, see below ; Theod. 6 ijyp>j- 
lurot 6 ipxifievos, LXX ftaoiXela iOyQv). — (c) A high 
temple official: Pashhur Jer 20 1 (AV 'chief gover- 
nor,' RV * chief officer ') ; cf. 1 Ch 9", 2 Ch 31" 35 8 
(AV and RV ' ruler(s '), LXX in last ipxorret), Neh 
11" (AV and RV 'ruler,' LXX iv4wam oUov rod 
8tov); the high priest Dn 11 s * ('the prince of the 
covenant'), and perhaps 9"*" (AV in v.* 8 'the 
Messiah the prince,' RV 'the anointed one, the 
prince'; Theod. xpurrto ^yotf/Kroi). The prince in 
v.* 8 is frequently understood of Cyrus, and in v. 38 
of Epiphanes, but Be van argues in favour of under- 
standing the reference in both instances to be to 
the high priest, the first being to Joshua the son of 
Jozadak (Ezr 3 J , Hag l 1 , Zee 3 1 ), and the second 
[reading oy irnf". 'Bhall be destroyed with,' for db 
n'M?: * the people shall destroy '] to Jason, the brother 
and successor of Onias III. — (rf) A ruler in other 
capacities. This use of the word is late : the ' ruler ' 
of each tribe 1 Ch 27 18 , 2 Ch 19" ; the ' ruler' of the 
Korahites 1 Ch B»; the 'leader' of the Aaronite 
warriors 1 Ch 12 s7 ; the * leader ' of an army division 
1 Ch W 27* (AV and RV 'ruler,' LXX &px<»), 
2Ch 11" ('captain' of a fortress) 32* 1 (in the 
Assyrian army; AV and RV 'leaders,' LXX 
ipxorrtt) ; the 'ruler' over the temple treasuries 
1 Ch 26** (o iirl rdr BipuvpCtv), cf. 2 Ch 31" bhn- 
<rr&Ttit). In 2 Ch 28 7 the ' house ' (rran) of which 
Azrikam was ruler (AV 'governor'), is probably 
the palace ; cf. the familiar rvjrr^y, yp* Is 22 18 36 8 , 
1 K4«, 2K 15 8 etc. 

4. a~u, lit. 'willing,' e.g. a^ anj 'willing of 
heart' Ex 35 5 ", 2 Ch 29"; nam rm 'a willing (AV 
and RV * free') spirit' Ps 51"< u > ; cf. the use of the 
verb 3-jj 'to volunteer ' Jg 5*- », 2 Ch 17", Neh ll 4 , 
and the noun 'freewill offering' Ex 35" 36*, 
Ezr l 8 et al. Hence anj may mean generous or 
noble in disposition : Pr 17* (AV ' princes,' RV 
'the noble/ || p"*), v. 7 (LXX <fauot ; AV and RV 
'a prince' is quite misleading, see Toy, ad loc.), 
IS32 8 - 8 (AV and RV 'the liberal'; opposed here, 
as in Pr 17 7 , to Va.;). The word is used of noble or 
princely rank in Nu 21 18 (the Song of the Well ; 
AV and RV « the nobles,' LXX p<uriXeh, || on? 
' princes,' Apxorret. In the following passages, un- 
less otherwise noted, Apyur is used by LXX to tr. 
3-ij), 1 S 2 s ('to make them sit with princes, utri 
SvkwtQw \aur), Job 12 s1 = Ps 107*° ('He poureth 
contempt upon princes') 21* 8 (' Where is the house 
of the prince?' B oIkos ipvorros, but A cIkoi doyacoT) 
34", Ps 47 ,0 « 83" I") (AVand RV 'nobles') 113""' 
118 8 146 s , Pr 8 18 (II D-fi?, LXX neynrrawet and ripaypoi 
respectively) 19 8 (AV and RVm 'prince' seems 
preferable to RV 'liberal man'; LXX /3a<r<Xe«) 25 7 
(8vri(m}t), Ca 7 1 ('0 prince's daughter,' B Ouyartp 
Na5d/9, A Ovy. 'Apivad&P). 

ft. ij'fi (Assyr. nasiku), from root ~03 ' install ' (cf. 



Ps 2 s i^r^H *j^>5 'paoj 'I have installed my king 
upon Zion '), occurs 4 times in OT : Jos 13 s1 ' the 
princes (AV 'dukes,' LXX dpxoirei [but the Or. 
text is confused]) of Sihon '; Ezk 32 30 ' the princes 
(A.pXovret) of the north'; Mic 5 4 <*> 'eight principal 
men' (07$ 'p'pj, RVm 'princes among men,' LXX 
i-frftmra &v6pwwwy) ; Ps H3 U l"» ' make their princes 
(II Q'aru, see above ; LXX ipxorrtt) like Zebah and 
Zalmunna.' In Dn ll 8 Dn'p'pj, which is rendered in 
AV and RVm ' their princes,' is much more likely 
from another ypj, a by-form of 35 j, and means ' their 
molten images' (so "RV, Orf. Heb. Lex. etc.; cf. 
LXX and Theod. tA x^" tVT ^)- We reach the same 
result by simply changing the Massoretic reading 
to orrppj. See, further, Bevan, ad loc. 

6. 'o'j»t#pk (Ezr 8 s8 , Est 3" 8 9 9 1 ) or K.'jyrtfoi} 
(Dn 3*-'- * o 3 - *■ 8 - 7 - 8 ) is uniformly rendered by RV 
satraps, while AV gives ' lieutenants ' in the pas- 
sages in Ezra and Esther, ' princes ' in those in 
Daniel. See art. Lieutenant. 

7. D'u#o in Ps 68 81 < W » is rendered by both AV 
and RV 'princes.' The LXX has vpiopeis 'am- 
bassadors,' Vnlg. legati ; but all these renderings 
are purely conjectural, founded upon the context. 
Probably we ought, with Nestle {JUL, 1891, p. 
152), to emend to o*}?f3 'they shall come with 
oils or ointments' (so Duhm, ct al.). 

8. O'jqs is rendered 'princes' in AV of Job 12", 
but there is no reason for departing from the usual 
meaning ' priests ' (so RV, LXX le/*«t). 

9. o*j}p Is 41" 'he (Cyrus) shall come upon 
princes (RV 'rulers,' RVm 'deputies') as upon 
mortar.' The LXX has Apxorrei. $6gantm (found 
only in the plural) is a loan-word from the 
Assyrian, where it appears as iaknu 'prefect' of 
a conquered city or province. For the other OT 
uses and the later meaning of sSganim see art. 
Priests and Levites, p. 9$. 

10. OT5B->5, a Persian loan-word, probably =fra- 
tama, 'first,' occurs 3 times: Dn 1* "certain of 
the children of Israel, even of the seed royal and 
of the nobles ' (AV 'princes ' ; LXX 4k ruw iriXUruv, 
Theod. B dwb tw* <popOop.p.ei¥, A . . . TopOofififlp, 
Symm. and Pesh. tr. ' Parthians ') ; Est l 3 (AV 
and RV ' nobles,' II on^ ; LXX Wo|«);, 6* 'one of 
the king's most noble princes ' (o'cisnrn ?i^fn s^k, 
LXX ivl tup <pl\ur rod fiaaiXeus t&v ivS^uf). 

11. pfp, ( = Arab. kadi, from kndu ' to decide,' ' to 
pronounce a sentence') is a term used of both 
military and civil leaders: Jos 10 s * ('the chiefs 
of the men of war'), Jg ll 8 - " (of Jephthah), Pr 6 7 
(in a saying about the ant, joined with "t)V and 
Wa), Is l w 3*- 7 22 s . The OT passages where it is 
tr. ' prince ' in A V are : Pr 25 15 ' By long forbear- 
ing is a prince (RV 'ruler,' RVm 'judge') per- 
suaded' (LXX i» itaKpodvfdtf evo&la paotXtwxiv ; there 
appears to be no sufficient reason for Toy's and 
Bran ken berg's emendation of the last two words 
of the MT HP rmc' to TO} op?; or »|*p 'is anger 
[or an angry man] pacified') ; Mic 3 1 - 9 'ye princes 
(RV 'rulers') of the house of Israel' (LXX ol 
KardXoiToi ; in both verses licTirj 'heads') ; Dn 11" 
' a prince (RVm ' captain ') shall cause the reproach 
offered by him to cease.' The reference is to 
the Roman general Lucius Scipio who defeated 
Antiocbus the Great at Magnesia, B.c. 190 (see 
Bevan, ad loc.). There is nothing in Theod. or 
the LXX text here corresponding to the word prp. 

12. 13. ai, which is especially familiar as the 
lirst part of official titles like Kar mag, Rab- 
SARIS, Rab-shakeh (see the artt. on these names), 
is twice tr. 'prince' in AV : Jer 39" 41 1 of the 

firinces (RV 'chief officers') of the king of Baby 
on ; LXX in the first passage [46 3 ] irytiidves, in 
the second the term is dropped. In Dn 4**< 8 *> 
51. a. 3. 9. io. as 518 (17) t ] ie f orm I3 -, 3 .j octurg. Both 

AV and RV render uniformly by 'lords' except 
in 5 s * * where A V has ' princes ' ; Theod. has m«7«- 
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OTSawf in every instance, so LXX in 5 3 and 6 18 < I7 >, 
om. in the other passages. 

14. 18. |Hrj (cf . the proper name Rezon, 1 K 1 l a ) 
only Pr 14" 'in the want of people is the destruc- 
tion of the prince' (LXX Simtonj*) ; elsewhere jn, 
namely Jg 5* ' Give ear, O ye princes' (B varpixai, 
A adds Svrarol), Ps 2* (dflrwrei, AV and RV 
♦rulers'), Pr 8' 6 (Swdarai) 31*, Hab l 10 (ripane*), 
Is 40° (Apxprret). In all these passages ftri or jn 
iaHl^? 'king,' except in the last, where O'jn is|| 
p$ *bi;V 'judges of the earth.' Cf. Arab, razin, 
' grave,' ' steady,' from razuna, ' to be heavy.' 

16. tr*tf is once (Ezk 23 16 ) tr. ' prince.' A better 
rendering would be 'officer' or 'captain.' The 
word, which means literally ' third ' (cf. the LXX, 
but not in above passage, Tpurrirtji), is usually 
explained to have denoted originally the man 
who, in addition to _ the driver, stood beside the 
king on his war-chariot, holding his shield or the 
like. But the adequacy of this as an explanation 
of the general usage of the term is questioned by 
Dillmann (on Ex 14 7 ), Kraetzschmar (' Ezechiel ' in 
Nowack's Hdkomm.), and others. Kraetzschmar 
prefers to make the meaning simply third in 
military rank (comparing the obsolete titles ' first 
lieutenant,' 'second lieutenant'), or to regard 
shdlish as a loan-word. _ The term occurs fre- 
quently elseAvhere in OT in the same sense {e.g. 
Ex 14* 15*. 2K9 a 10 a 15» AV and RV always 
4 captain '). 

In the NT the terms rendered in AV 'prince' 
are 1. dpxTr * :— Ac 3 16 ' ye killed the Prince (AVm 
and RVm ' Author ') of life.' ' Author ' appears to 
be the better rendering here (cf. He 2 10 * the author 
[AVm and RVm ' captain '] of their salvation '). 
The only other instance where ipxyyot is tr. 
•prince' (AV and RV) is Ac 5" 'Him did God 
exalt with his right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour.' The Gr. term occurs once more in NT, 
namely in He 12 s 'Jesus the author (AVm 'be- 
ginner,' RVm 'captain') and finisher (RV *per- 
fecter') of our faith,' where the meaning is prob- 
ably ' leader' or ' antesignanus.' 2. dpxw* • Mt O 34 
12**, Mk 3 a of (Beelzebub) 'the prince of the 
demons ' ; Mt 2(P * the princes of the Gentiles,' 
cf. 1 Co 2 s - 8 ' the princes of this world ' (oJ &pxorrcs 
rod alwfot roOrov) ; Jn 12 81 14 3 " 16 u 'the prince of 
this world ' (A &pxw» T °v ko<tuov to&tov) ; Eph 2 3 ' the 
prince of the power of the air ' (6 &fix*n> rrjt t(ov<rlat 
rod iipot ; on this expression see art. Satan) ; 
Rev 1* ' the Prince of the kings of the earth ' (6 
ipxw ru» fJaoiXiwv rrjt yrji, probably a reminiscence 
of Ps 89(88)*). 3. vyeMw* is tr. 'prince' only in 
JJti 2° ' thou art not the least among the princes 
of Judah.' On the surprising variations between 
St. Matthew's quotation and the original passage 
Mic 5 1 , and the possible explanation of these, see 
art. Quotations, L d. J. A. Selbie. 

PRINCESS.— See Prince, No. 2, ad Jin. 

PRINCIPALITY. — In Jer 13 18 ric^np (from rth 
the head) is tr. 'principalities,' apparently in the 
sense of privilege, pre-eminence, as in Jer. Taylor, 
Worthy Communicant, i. 83, * If any mystery, rite, 
or sacrament be effective of any spiritual blessings, 
then this is much more, as having the prerogative 
and illustrious principality above everything else.' 
This is better than the tr. * from your head ' or 
* from your heads' of the previous versions (Vulg. 
de capile vestro, LXX dird K«pa\r)! iiuZy) ; hut the 
meaning is evidently, as in AVm and RV, ' head- 
tires.' 

In 2 Mac 4 s7 5* the high priesthood is called the 
'principality,' i.e. principal office or supreme power 
(dpxi». Cf. Milton, Reform, ii. 'The Bishops of 
Rome and Alexandria, who beyond their Priestly 
bounds now long agoe had stept into principality'.' 



For the ' principalities ' {dpx*l) of Ro 8", Eph l a 
(ap X 1, RV 'rule*) 3'° 6", Col 2 W », Tit 3 l (RV 
'rulers'), see Dominion in vol. i. p. 616 b . 

J Hastings 

PRINCIPLE.— See Element in vol. i. p. 682*. 

PRISCA or PRISCILLA (ILW, HpUrKiWa). — 
The wife of Aquila. The name is Latin, Priscilla 
being the diminutive form. In the three places in 
Acts where the word is used (18 s - 11 *•), the form is 
always Priscilla ; in the three places in St. Paul's 
Epistles (Ro 16 s , 1 Co W, 2 Ti 4>») it is in the best 
MSS always Prisca. In Ac 18 18 - * Ro 16', 2 Ti 4" 
the wife's name appears first, in the other two 
places the husband s. 

There is some variation in the MSS and VS8. In Ao 18* 
it ABE vulg. boh. read Up.rmxx* di'AKUt ; DHLP, etc, gig, 
•rrr, aah. read 'A«. mmi X\ f . In Bo 16* and 2 Ti 4*» the evi- 
dence for Hpirxm is preponderating ; In 1 Co I6i» n>.m is read 
by KBMP vulg. codd., boh. arm. ; IWwAA* by ACDEFOKL 
and most later MSS, vulg. codd., syrr, Chrys., Thdrt., Dam. and 
TR ; the former reading is undoubtedly right. In 2 Ti 4'» 
there is a curious addition after ' A*;*., in 46, 109, and 100 lat. 
Ai*Tf*> (tie) rr.i yvimum murn ami li/xmimt «*' Z>|N»w» nut 
w'w mvnv. 

The variations in the text of Ac 18i « have been examined 
very carefully by Haraack, who shows that the longer text 
(usually called the Western, or by Blass /9) is clearly formed 
out of the shorter, and suggests that it has been modified by 
an interpolator who objected to the too great prominence given 
to a woman, and has made the position of Priscilla lees pro- 
minent With his conclusion we may compare the remarks of 
K&msay (Church in the Roman Empire, p. 101) on the omission 
of Damaris in the Western text, Ac 17*4. 

Prisca is always mentioned with her husband. 
He is described as a Jew of Pontus, and a tent- 
maker. St. Paul is associated with them first at 
Corinth, whither they had retired after the decree 
expelling the Jews from Rome. After remaining 
there about eighteen months, they went with St. 
Paul to Ephesus, and remained there while he went 
on to Jerusalem. At Ephesus they were concerned 
in the instruction of A polios, and seem to have re- 
mained throughout St. Paul's residence, their house 
being used for Christian meetings. Later, probably 
in consequence of the uproar in the theatre, when 
there seem to have been considerable riots, they 
returned to Rome, where again their house was 
used for Christian worship; and ultimately we again 
find them at Ephesus. These numerous changes 
between Rome, Ephesus, and Corinth have caused 
difficulty to critics, who have for this and other 
causes suggested that Ro 16 was really addressed 
to Ephesus. A sufficient explanation is, however, 
afforded by the nomadic character of the Jewish 
world in general, of Aquila and Priscilla in par- 
ticular, and by their occupation as Christian 
missionaries interested in the spread and support 
of the Christian Churches. They were evidently 
persons of prominence in the early Christian com- 
munity. St. Paul speaks of them with affection, 
and says that they had endangered their lives for 
his sake (Ro 16 4 ). 

The above is all that we learn from the New 
Testament, but the traditions of the Roman 
Church, where the name Prisca was of consider- 
able importance, suggest the possibility of some 
interesting discoveries being made. The name 
occurs in two connexions. 

(1) There is a church on the Aventine bearing 
the name of St. Prisca which gives a title to one of 
the Roman cardinals. This church bore the name 
of the Titulus St. Priscae from the 4th to the 8th 
cent. (Liber Pontificalia, ed. Duchesne, i. 501, 
517") ; later, under Leo III. (795-816), it is called 
the Titulus Aquilae ct Priicae (ib. ii. 20). There 
are legendary Acts of St. Prisca, dating from the 
10th cent., in which it is stated that the body of 
St. Prisca was translated from the place on the 
Ostian Way where she had been buried and trans- 
ferred to the Church of St. Aquila and Prisca on 
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the Aventine {Acta Sanctorum, Jan. ii. p. 187). 
An inscription of the 10th cent. (C. Ins. Christ, ii. 
p. 443) also call 8 it domus Aquilae seu Priscae. 

(2) In the legendary account of Pudens, Puden- 
ziarva, and Praxedis, Priscilla is stated to have l>een 
the mother of Pudens {Acta Sanct. May, iv. 295). 

(3) One of the oldest of the catacoinhs of Rome 
is the Ccemcterium Priscillac, outside the Porta 
Solaria, and there seems to be some evidence to 
connect the name Prisca with the Acilian gens, 
members of which were buried there. 

Now it has been noticed that the name Prisca 
in four out of six places is mentioned before that 
of her husband. Hort, following out this point, 
suggests that she was a member of a distinguished 
Roman family who had married a J ew. This would 
account both for the prominence given to her, and 
the connexion of the name with one of the oldest 
cemeteries. A more plausible suggestion is that 
both Prisca and Aquila were freedmen of the 
Acilian or some other gens ; that through them 
Christianity had reached a distinguished Roman 
family, whose name they had taken, and that 
this accounted for the prominence of the name 
Prisca in the early Church. More discovery and 
investigation are needed, but the point of interest 
is that the name Prisca in some way or other 
occupied a prominent position in the Rom. Church. 

An interesting: suggestion, which has the merit of novelty, 
bu been made by Professor Harnack, that in Priscilla and 
Aquila we have the authors of the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
Prisca and Aquila were, we know, teachers of prominence who 
had turned A polios to Christianity; they belonged to the 
intimate circle of 8t. Paul's friends ; they were close friends of 
Timothy, and personally received St. Paul. They had for some 
time been connected with a small Christian community in 
Borne, and the Epistle to the Hebrews was clearly, he argues, 
written to Rome, and not to the Church as a whole, but to a 
small circle within the Church. They were with Italian con- 
nections, but living outside Italy. In the Epistle there is a 
curious interchange of ' We ' and ' I.' Lastly, the authorship of 
Priscilla will explain why the writing is now anonymous. The 
Church of the 2nd cent, objected very strongly to the prominent 
position of women in the Apostolic sge. This had caused the 
gradual modification of various passages in the Acts, and the 
desire to separate this work from the name of Priscilla. The 
whole argument is as ingenious as Professor Harnack always is, 
but it does not succeed in being quite convincing. 

Litolatcrs. — De Rossi, Bull. Areh. Chritt. Ser. i. No. 6 
0887), p. 46 ff., Ser. Iv. No. 6 (1888-39), p. 129; Duchesne, Liber 
Ponlificali* ; Hort, Rom. and Eph. pp. 12-14; Plumptre, 
Biblical Studies, p. 417 ; Sonday-Headlam, Roman*, pp. xxvii, 
418 ff. ; Ramsay, St. Pot*/ the Traveller, 268 f. ; Harnack, 
Sitzungtberichte der K. Preuuiehen Akademie der Wieten- 
teha/Un, 1900, L, and Zeiteehrifl fir die neuUitamentliche 
Wiseenteha/t und die Kunde det Urehrittentume, 1900, p. 10. 

A. C. Headlam. 

PRISON. — Joseph was imprisoned in an Egyp- 
tian prison {ypn n'i, perhaps ' house of enclosure,' 
».«. walled, or 'fortress,' cf. cognate Syriac wnno 
'palace,' and Targumic mo 'to go round,' 'sur- 
round ' ; dxvpufta, dtcfiarHipioy ; career, ctutodia, Gn 
39*-» 40 s - 8 [JE]; also -to 'pit,' EV 'dungeon'; 
\&KKot, 6xGpwM* ', locus, career, Gn 40" 41" [JE] ; in 
40 3 , D-njoc" v n'i * house of the captain of the execu- 
tioners,' i.e. the guard). ' Fortress ' suggests the use, 
always common, of fortresses as prisons ; ' house 
of the captain of the guard ' suggests that the care 
of prisoners was one of the duties of that official. 
Ebers, AZgypten, p. 317 ff., identifies this 'fort- 
ress ' with that at Memphis, mentioned in inscrip- 
tions as the ' White Wall ' ; see, further, art. 
Joseph in vol. ii. p. 768*, note I!. In Egypt, in 
addition to the royal prisons, the great temples 
had prisons of their own (Erman, Life, etc. p. 304). 
Imprisonment is mentioned as a penalty ; and the 
great gold and other mines of Ethiopia and Sinai, 
which were worked by convicts and captives under 
conditions of barbarous cruelty, were really vast 
prisons (Maspero, Davm, etc. 337). Joseph's breth- 
ren are said (Gn 42 17 ' 1 ") to have been kept in 
custody, T??C, ^uXawJ. 

Samson was imprisoned by the Philistines in a 



Q^oim n*a (Kt. o*rW{) 'house of those who are 
bound,' oiVof rod Stfffittrnjplov, career, Jg 16 n - **. The 
terms K^a (n'J), K'Sa 'a, w>a 'a ' house of confinement,' 
c6i/Aa*i),'are used of the places of imprisonment of 
Micaiah, 1 K 22-' 7 ; Hoshea (in Assyria), 2 K 17 4 } 
Jehoiachin (in Babylon), 2 K 25* ; and Jeremiah, 
Jer 37*- 18 etc. ; also in Is 42^ M . Jeremiah's place 
of confinement is also called .Tj^p ' place of guard,' 
^i/Xorj}, career; and t»d* n*a, 37 ls =0"~*cjcn n«a (see 
above, Samson). In 2 Ch 16 10 , Jer 29 s8 , n»rej (AV 
' prison,' tfwXari)), etc., should be ' stocks.' Zedekiah 
was imprisoned at Babylon in a .Tjjjf n'a ' house of 
inspection,' oIkI* ix6\uvot, domo carceris, Jer 52". 
Other terms used are i|0O 'enclosure,' 6x6/*>Ma, 
4>v\ar/j, etc. career, Ps 142 7 , Is 24** 42 7 ; TfV, rather 
'oppression,' Is 53 8 ; n#o=' ward, custody,' Gn 
42». 'Prison' is supplied in Is 01 The case of 
Samson suggests buildings like the Roman ergas- 
tulvm, in which malefactors and slaves were con- 
fined and kept at work. Jeremiah's prison was 
at one time part of the palace, 32 1 , cf . 37*, 1 K 22", 
Neh 3» 2 K25"; at another a private house, 
Jer 37 IS . As .T790 in Jer 32 s = ' guardhouse, ' it seems 
that the care of prisoners was one of the duties of 
the body-guard, and that the prisoners were con- 
fined in rooms attached to their quarters. The 
« pit' ("fa, Jer 38*" u , cf. Gn 37**) may have been an 
empty cistern, or possibly an oubliette. 

Our available evidence points to places of confine- 
ment being parts of palaces, temples, fortresses, 
etc., rather than special buildings set apart for 
the purpose. For the crimes punished by con- 
finement, and the conditions and treatment of 
prisoners, see Crimes and Punishments in vol. i. 
p. 525, #. ' Imprisonment.' 

In NT, John the Baptist (Mt 14* etc.), Peter 
(Ac 5'" etc.), Paul and Silas (16=° etc.), and others 
were confined in a ^uXairi} ' prison, place of guard- 
ing'; John (Mt 11-), Paul, etc. (Ac 10 28 ) in a 
StofxwrJipioe ' prison,' ' place of bonds.' The apostles 
(Ac BP' 3 *) were confined in the Seo-fuar/jpioii, also 
n>pij<m (5 18 ) ' place of keeping.' In Ac 12 7 oUrina 
'house,' is tr" 'prison.' According to Jos. {Ant. 
XVIII. v. 2), John was imprisoned at the royal 
fortress of Macho: rus. The prison at Jerusalem 
mentioned in Ac 5 was under the control of the 

(iriests, and probably attached to the temple or the 
tigh priest's palace. Paul was imprisoned in the 
fort Antonia (Ac 23") at Jerusalem, in the Pne- 
torium (or Palace) of Herod at Co'sarea (Ac 23 s *). 
At Rome he was allowed to live in his ' own hired 
house ' (Ac 28"), doubtless in charge of a soldier. 
Before his trial, however, he may have been trans- 
ferred to prison, perhaps the career specially so 
called (named in medireval times Mamertinus), and 
consisting of a larger ohlong upper storey and a 
smaller circular underground dungeon — the 1'ulli- 
anum. This career may have been Paul's place 
of confinement in his second imprisonment. Cf. 
' Career' in Smith's Diet, of Class. Antiquities. \ 

On ' the spirits in prison ' of 1 P 3 19 Bee vol. i. 
p. 754* and vol. iii. p. 795. W. H. Bennett. 



PRIYY, PRIVILY. — These words, which came 
into the Eng. language through the Old Fr. prive, 
have now been displaced (except in some com- 
pounds) by 'private,' 'privately,' which were 
taken direct from the Lat. privatus, and which 
are also found in AV. Cf. Mk 4* Tind. « There 
is nothinge so prevy that shall not be opened' 
(AV 'nothing hid which shall not be manifested'); 
Jn 7 10 Tind. ' Then went he also up unto the feast ; 
not openly, but as it were prevely ( AV ' in secret ' ) ; 
Erasmus, Exposition of the Crede, ' By the spirite 
he doth understand and ineane privye or secrete 
grace of faythe ' ; More, Utopia, 43, ' Howe should 
a man, that in no parte of his apparell is like 
other men, flye prevelie and unknowen ?' 
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To be privy to a thing (1 K 2**, Ac 5 s ) is simply 
to have a knowledge of it. Cf. Calderwooa, 
History of the Church of Scotland, 140, 'Argile 
came to St. Andrews the day following, privie, 
as appeared, to the purpose ' ; Bishops' Bible, Ps 
19 11 ' Who can knowe his owne erroura ? Oh dense 
thou me from those that I am not privie of ' ; 
Spenser, Shep. Oal. viii. 153 — 

' Ye ca release byrds are privie to my cries.' 

J. Hastings. 

PROCHORUS (Upbxopoi). — One of the 'seven' 
appointed, Ac 6 s . Later tradition made him bishop 
ot Nicomedia, and a martyr at Antioch. He was 
commemorated by the Latins on April 9, by the 
Greeks on July 28. See Baronius, i. ad arm. 44 ; 
Acta Sanctorum, Ap., i. 818. There is published 
in Magna Bibliotheca Patrum, Colon. Agr. 1618, 
i. 49-69, a spurious Historia Prochori, Christi 
Discipuli, de vita B. Ioannis Apostoli. 

A. C. Headlam. 

PBOC0N8UL (Lat. proconsul ; Gr. ivOfacaTot). — 
The technical term for the governor of a senatorial 

?rovince, used Ac 13 7 - 8 -" of Sergius Paulus in 
lyprus ; 18" of Gallio at Corinth ; 19» of the 
governors of Asia. Some little difficulty has been 
felt by the use of the plural in the last case, but 
it quite normally expresses what is habitual : ' If 
any man has a definite charge, there are law courts 
and judges,' as we should say. The proconsuls 
were of two classes — those who were ex -consuls, 
viz. the rulers of Asia and Africa, who were 
therefore correctly (according to republican usage) 
proconsuls, and those who were only ex-proetors. 
For fuller details see under Province. 

A. C. Headlam. 
PROCURATOR.— The technical term to describe 
the office held by Pontius Pilate and the other 
governors of Judtea. The word means originally 
a bailiff or steward ; under the empire it was used 
for the imperial officials, sometimes of equestrian 
rank, sometimes only freed men, who were appointed 
in the provinces to collect the imperial revenue or 
fiscus. In imperial provinces they managed the 
whole of the revenue ; in senatorial provinces, 
where there were quaestors, only that part which 
belonged to the emperor. Even in senatorial pro- 
vinces their authority had a tendency gradually to 
increase, and they obtained judicial powers in 
revenue cases ; but in addition to that there were 
certain provinces which were governed directly by 
a procurator, who possessed all the powers of an 
ordinary governor. The provinces so governed were 
usually those in a transitional state — provinces 
which had not been thoroughly romanized, and 
were passing from the rule of one of the reges socii 
to the conditions of a province. The following pro- 
vinces were governed in this way (at any rate at 
certain periods) :— Mauritania, Khsetia, Noricum, 
Thrace, Cappadocia, the Maritime Alps, the Alps 
of Savoy, and Judtea. These provinces, governed 
by procurators, were in some sense subordinate to 
the governor of the neighbouring province : for 
instance, Cappadocia was subordinate to Galatia, 
and Judaea to Syria. With this limitation, the 

Krocurator had the full power of the governor, 
[e commanded such troops as were within his pro- 
vince, he held the power of life and death, and full 
judicial, administrative, and financial authority. 

The technical term in connexion with Judaea is 
given in Tacitus, Annal. xv. 44 : Chriitus Tiberio 
imperitante per procuratorem Pontium Pilalum 
supplicio adfectus est. The proper Greek transla- 
tion would be iiclTpowos, but in the NT we find the 
vaguer term rrytfuhv, which might include rulers of 
other categories (Mt 27*- * «• 27 28", Lk 3 1 20» 
Ac 23 s4 - M - 33 24' • 10 26 30 ). In Josephus we find both 
ixlrpoiroi and ijyeiiiLv. A. C. HEADLAM. 



PROFANE.— The Eng. word comes from Lat. 
profanus (through Fr. profane), which is taken to 
be pro 'before' and fanum 'the temple,' hence 
outside the temple limits,* outside the limits of 
that which is holy, unholy, secular, t 

The incorrect spelling prophane become common in the 16th 
cent., and is the spelling in the 1611 ed. of AV everywhere 
except Ezk 23»», 1 Mac S", 2 Mac 6», Ac 24«. 

The Heb. word so tr 4 in AV is SVri to pollute, 
with its derivatives hh pollution, and (adj.) 
polluted. Once also (Jer 23") the verb [»jjn], aQ d 
once (Jer 23 18 ) its deriv. njjn, are tr 4 ' [is] profane ' 
and ' profaneness.' AVm gives ' hypocrisy ' in the 
second passage, Amer. RV prefers ' ungodliness.' 
In Greek, the verb is /9e/3jjA6w and the adj. /W/fyAot. 
The subst. pe{H)\w<rit is thrice (Jth 4»- 1 Mac 1«) 
tr 4 ' profanation.' The ptep. iroSteffraXfUvos is also 
tr 4 ' profane ' in 2 Mac 6 8 (RV ' abominable '). In 
2 Mac 4 1S the subst. tr 4 ' profaneness ' is Avayvcla. 
Finally in 2 Es we find the vb. profanare tr 4 ' to 
profane' (10 s *), and the adv. irreligiose tr 4 'pro- 
fanely '( 15"). See Unclean, Uncleanness. 

J Hastings 

PROFESS, PROFESSION.— The verb to 'pro- 
fess ' and the subst. ' profession ' have acquired 
a narrow 'professional' meaning; in AV they 
still have the sense of ' speak out,' ' declare 
openly ' (from projfiteri, ptcp. professus). Thus IK 
26* ' I profess this day unto the Lord thy God, 
that I am come unto the country which the Lord 
sware unto our fathers for to give us ' ('fn{n) ; 
Mt 7 M 'And then will I profess unto them, I 
never knew you ' (6/xoAoytf<r« avroU ) ; 1 Ti 6" ' Thou 
hast professed a good profession before many wit- 
nesses ' (uy*oA6"yi7<ra» ri)p KoAtjr dpoXoytap, RV ' didst 
confess the good confession ') ; He 3' ' Consider the 
Apostle and High Priest of our profession' (rj}i 
dfioXoylai ij/xuiv, RV ' of our confession,' that is, 
says Rendall, 'whom our Christian confession of 
faith acknowledges in this character '). 

J. Hastings. 

PR0GN08TICAT0R.- In Is 47" the ' monthly 
nrognosticators' (OThjr) OTrJto, AVm 'that give 
knowledge concerning the months') are mentioned 
along with the ' astrologers ' and the ' star-gazers ' 
as unable to help Babylon in her hour of need. 
The meaning of BV'IP^ is probably ' at (the) new 
moons,' the reference being to the forecasts which 
it was usual to make at that season of what was 
likely to happen during the coming month. The 
lucky and unlucky days of each month were duly 
noted in the Assyrian and Babylonian calendars, 
and reports were given in monthly by the official 
astronomers and astrologers (cf. Sayce in TSBA 
iii. p. 229, and see also art. Astrology in vol. i. 
p. 194 m ). The LXX has nothing answering to 
' monthly prognosticators,' the text reading in such 
a way that the ' astrologers 1 are called on to stand 
forth and save their votaries, and the ' star-gazers ' 
are challenged to make known (iwaYytiMThxrar, 
representing somehow crynto) what is going to 
happen. J. A. Selbie. 

PROLOGUE.— The Book of Sirach opens with a 
preface by the author's grandson, which bears in 
BA the title TpuAo-yoi (C it p. ~tpdx, H om.). For its 
contents see art. Sirach. The opening verses of 
the Fourth Gospel are also frequently called the 
Prologue to that Gospel. See John (Gospel of). 

PROMISE. — The word 'promise' is used in Scrip- 
ture with the same latitude as in language gener- 
ally, but the present art. takes account only of 

* Cf. Erie 42*> ' to make a separation between the sanctuary 
and the profane place.' 

t Cf. Tymtne's tr. of Calvin's- Genesis, on 47* ' When Jacob is 
saide to blesse the king, Moses thereby meanetb not a common 
and prophane salutation, but a god!ic and holie prayer < t the 
servant of God.' . 
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the technical or semi-technical sense of it which 
comes into view when we read of 'the promise' 
without any qualification. God is the author of 
the promise, and it is spontaneously put forth on 
His part ; this is what is signified by twayyiXXftrffcu 
as opposed to vTurxreurlai, the latter signifying to 
come under an obligation, as part of a contract. 
The promise was originally given to Abraham ; 
and though, in its largest scope, it covers the 
whole future guaranteed to him by God, it is 
defined at different times in different ways. Some- 
times the thing promised is the possession of a 
country— Canaan is ' the land of the promise '(He 
11*); sometimes it is the birth of a son or of a 
numerous posterity, a seed like the stars of heaven 
or the dust of the earth (Gn 13 w 15 e ) — Isaac is the 
first of * the children of the promise ' (Ro 9 s ) ; more 
generally it is a divinely-secured greatness and 
felicity so conspicuous that all nations will make 
it a standard of congratulation (Gn 12"-). The 
OT, though the promises of God may be said to be 
the contents of His covenant (&o that St. Paul 
speaks of ' the covenants of the promise,' Eph 2 U ), 



does not make much use of this category to inter- 
pret the experience of Israel. The future of the 
nation does depend on God, but it is seldom related 
to His ' promise ' in the technical sense with which 
we are here concerned. There is an approach to 
the general idea in Jer 29" ' I know the thoughts 
that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts 
of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a 
hope.' This conception of some good unrealized, 
hut to be realized through faith in the sure word of 
God, is. what is meant by the promise. But there 
i* a nearer approach still to the technical sense 
in Pa 105 4 * 'He reraeml»ered his holy word, 'and 
Abraham his servant.' The whole future of Israel, 
all the deliverances wrought for it, are here con- 
ceived as bound up in something which God said 
to Abraham ; the history of the nation is the 
revelation of what was involved in the primitive 
promise, and not only its revelation but its fulfil- 
ment. It is a witness to God's faithfulness to His 
word. 

It is at this point that the NT takes up the idea. 
We see in the Magnificat and in the Benedictus 
how pious souls in Israel were preoccupied with it : 
' He hath holpen Israel his servant that he might 
remember mercy {as he spake unto our fathers) 
toioard Abraham and his seed for ever' (Lk l 8 * 1 *, 
cf. v." ' the oath which he sware unto Abraham our 
father,' etc.). In NT times, however, the signifi- 
cance of the promise was determined ex eventu ; 
it had been at last fulfilled in Christ, and it was 
by looking at Christ that men discovered what it 
meant. 'For how many soever are the promises of 
Clod [the separate blessings into which the one all- 
embracing ewayyeXla can be resolved] in him is the 
Yea,' that is, the Divine confirmation and fulfil- 
ment of them all (2 Co I s0 ). The substance of NT 
teaching on this subject can be arranged under 
these heads: (1) the contents of the promise; (2) 
the heirs of it ; (3) the conditions of its fulfilment. 

(1) The contents of the promise are always re- 
lated to Christ, but they are defined in various 
ways under the influence of various OT ideas. 
Sometimes the original idea of a ' country of our 
own ' reappears, a land in which we shall not be 
strangers and pilgrims as on earth, 'a city with 
foundations,' rather 'the city with the founda- 
tions,' a rest like the Sabbatn rest of God, into 
which we may enter after we have traversed the 
wilderness, an eternal inheritance. This may be 
said to be the aspect of the promise which pervades 
the Epistle to the Hebrews. See He ll^'M 1 9">. 
In the preaching of St. Peter, as we find it in the 
early chapters of Acts, it is the Risen Jesus, made 
by God 'both Lord and Christ,' in whom the promise 



has been fulfilled, and its contents may be said to 
be mainly the two divinely- bestowed possessions 
of the Christian Church — the forgiveness of sins 
and the gift of the Holy Ghost. The latter is 
specially spoken of as ' the promise of the Father ' 
(Lk 24* 9 , Ac 1') ; Jesus has received from the 
Father ' the promise of the Spirit ' ( Ac 2 s *), and it is 
with this in view that St. Peter says, * the promise 
is unto you and your children ' (2*'). There is no 
doubt here a reference to the fact that Jesus had 
promised to send the Spirit to His disciples ; but 
the last passage quoted shows how this special 
promise ot Jesus coalesced in the apostle's mind 
with the great Messianic promises in which the 
future of Israel was assured. — When we pass to 
St. Paul we find at first a general conception of the 
same character. The promise made to the fathers 
God has fulfilled in all its import {iKrtirX^pwKtp, Ac 
13 n ) by raising up Jesus — the raising up having 
reference either to the bringing of J esus on to the 
stage of history, or to the Resurrection ; in either 
case it is 'according to promise' that God has 
* brought to Israel the Saviour Jesus ' (Ac 13 a ). At 
a much later date, as he stands before Agrippa, St. 
Paul can represent himself as involved in such 
troubles ' for the hope of the promise made by God 
to our fathers ' (Ac 2tt 6 , cf . 28'- 10 ' for the hope of Israel 
I am bound with this chain '). The hope of Israel, 
all that God has promised to do for it, is in these 
passages regarded as bound up in the Risen and 
Exalted Jesus. What the content of that hope is, 
it would require an exposition of all the apostle's 
theology to show ; for Christ and the promise are 
practically synonymous terms. All that is in 
Christ is meant by the promise ; all the promises 
of God are summed up in Christ. Special aspects 
of this are set in relief by St. Paul as by other NT 
writers. Thus he speaks of Christians as sealed 
with the Holy Spirit of the promise (Eph l 1 *), and 
as receiving the promise of the Spirit through faith 
(Gal 3 U ). The gift of the Spirit has something of 
promise in it ; it is the earnest of a heavenly 
inheritance, an inheritance with the saints in the 
light (Eph 1", Col 1"); as the spirit of sonship it 
is the assurance that we are joint heirs with 
Christ, and shall yet be conformed to the image of 
God's exalted Son (Ro 8 1 *" 17 ), and have an entrance 
into that kingdom of God which for St. Paul is 
always a transcendent and glorious mode of being. 
In Gal 3 ' the promise of the Spirit,' or the Spirit 
as the essential blessing of the promise, has its 
peculiar value in this, that it is the principle of a 
new life and righteousness to which sinful men 
could never attain on any other terms.— Other 
references to the promise in the NT are more 
dubious, though Tit 1* Ja l ia 2* (the crown of life, 
the kingdom which God hath promised to them 
that love Him) are in the line of that conception 
of the promise which was common to St. Paul with 
all primitive Christians. On the other hand, a 
distinctively Johannine thought has availed itself 
of this mode of expression in 1 Jn 2 a . 

(2) The second question concerns the heirs of the 
promise : to whom is it given ? It was given at 
first to Abraham, or to Abraham and his seed. 
Isaac and Jacob were ' heirs with him of the same 
promise ' (He 11"). It might seem as if ' the seed 
of Abraham ' were an expression not capable of 
two interpretations, and yet the proper interpreta- 
tion of it was the great subject of controversy in 
the primitive Church. Even when the promise was 
seen to be fulfilled in Jesus, it seemed obvious to 
say that it was fulfilled to Israel — that Israel alone 
had a part in it. Even St. Paul can say that 
Jesus Christ was a minister of the circumcision, 
on behalf of the truth of God, to confirm the 

ftromises of the fathers, i.e. belonging to the 
athers, because made to them (Ro 15"). In enumer- 
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ating the prerogatives of Israel, he says frankly, 
' to .whom belong the promises ' (Ro 9*). In de- 
scribing the pre-Christian condition of a Gentile 
Church he says its members had been • strangers 
to the covenants of the promise,' and therefore 
without hope. No pagan people had that kind of 
assurance as to its own future which pious Israel- 
ites derived from the word of God, and hence the 
pessimism with which paganism generally contem- 
plated the issues of human existence. It was the 
work of St. Paul to show that the promise was not 
subject to physical or historical limitations, and that 
no physical or historical accident, such as Jewish 
birth or upbringing, could give one a claim as of 
right against God for its fulfilment. The chief pas- 
sages in which he deals with the problem are Gal 3 
and Ro 9-11. In the former he discusses rather 
the conditions on which the promise is inherited, 
to which we shall refer below, and comes to the 
conclusion that all who are Christ's by faith are 
Abraham's seed, the Israel of God, and heirs ac- 
cording to promise. In the latter he is confronted 
with the fact that the promise — to judge by the 
results of his own preaching — is not being fulfilled 
to those to whom it belongs, and is being fulfilled 
(according to him) to those to whom it does not 
belong. What strikes one most in this extra- 
ordinary passage is the extent to which St. Paul's 
heart is on the side of those against whom he 
argues. Thus, after proving in ch. 9 that no man 
can claim unconditionally that God shall fulfil the 
promise to him, and in ch. 10 that the Jews, by 
persistent disobedience, have forfeited all title to be 
counted God's people and the heirs of His promise, 
he falls back in ch. 1 1 on the abstract theological 
principle that the gifts and calling of God are 
without repentance. It is as if he said— After all, 
there is no denying that Israel is God's people. 
God has given them the promise, and He cannot 
deny Himself. In spite of all their unbelief they 
are beloved for the fathers' sakes; God will 
remember His oath to Abraham, and ' so all Israel 
shall be saved.' Such faith may well seem bewilder- 
ing to Gentiles who calmly assume that the promise 
is their own ab initio, and ignore even the historic 
prerogative of the Jew. But to the last the Jew 
was to St. Paul the root, the first-fruits ; and the 
Gentiles were only (rvntUroxo- Ty* rt-ayyeXiaj ( Eph 3 6 ), 
not its original and proper heirs. — In later NT writ- 
ings the echoes of this conflict die away, and the 
scope of the promise is universalized as instinctively 
as Christ is felt to be Lord of all. ' The promise,' in 
short, is a historically conditioned way of conceiv- 
ing the grace of God, and once the critical stage 
had been passed— as it was in St. Paul's lifetime— 
the discussions as to its range lost interest. Men 
could question who were the true heirs of the 
promise, but not under the same forms who were 
the objects of the redeeming love of God in Christ. 

(3) The conditions on which the promise are ful- 
filled are discussed in various connexions. As 
already remarked, the very idea of 4rayyt\la is 
spontaneity on the part of the promiser. The 
promise is of grace. In Ro 4 and Gal 3 St. Paul 
labours to show that it is subject to no control on 
the part of law, or of works of law. In Galatians 
he gives a historical proof of thus. The promise 
was given to Abraham, and to his faith, 430 years 
before the law was heard of ; and this late in- 
trusion of law, whatever "it may mean, cannot 
mean that we must earn the fulfilment of the 
promise ; if this were the case it would be an 
t*ayye\la — a free spontaneous motion on the part 
of God — no more. In Ro 4 the proof is rather 
speculative or experimental than historical. Cer- 
tain ideas and experiences hang together, and 
certain others do not. Promise, grace, and faith 
are parts of one whole; wages, debt, and works 



are parts of another whole ; but these two wholes, 
and the parts of them, exclude each other. Hence 
the promise, in all the fulness of its content, ex- 
plained above, is fulfilled, not to works of law, not 
to merit, but to faith in Jesus Christ. All that God 
holds out to us becomes ours as in faith we attach 
ourselves to Him. Where the blessings of salva- 
tion are presented as 'promise,' there is always, 
of course, the suggestion that they are not yet 
realized, and hence faith (when this conception is 
prominent, as in the Epistle to the Hebrews) 
assumes some of the characteristics of hope and of 
patience. We read of those who ' through faith 
and patience ' inherit the promises ; we have ' need 
of patience' that after 'naving done the will of 
God ' we may receive the promise (He 6 1S 10 s *). It 
is part of the heroism of faith that having God's 
promise to go upon it can maintain a strong con- 
viction as to the things it hopes for, and give reality 
to things unseen (He ll 1 ). It is the mark of an 
evil time that scoffers ask, in regard to the one 
great promise of the NT, rov iorlv ij irayyeXla rrp 
rapotxrlas airrov, 2 P 3*. J. DENNEY. 

PROPER.— Like the Lat. proprium, from which 
it is derived through the Fr. propre, ' proper * 
means one's oton. Thus Udall, Erasmus" Para- 
phrase, i. 77, ' Onely God chaungeth the myndes 
and heartes of riche men, that they will cherefully 
eyther cast awaie that which they doe possesse, or 
els possesse them as common and not proper ' ; 
Tindale, Expositions, 124, * Forsooth I have no 
goods, nor anything proper, or that is mine own ; 
it is the convent's ; Rhem. NT, note on Mt 9 s 
' The faithlesse Jewes thought (as Heretikes now 
a dales) that to forgeve sinnes was so proper to 
God, that it could not be communicated unto 
man ' ; and especially Adams, Works, i. 69, * Sal- 
vation is common, as St Jude speaketh, ver. 3, 
" When I gave all diligence to write unto you of 
the common salvation ; but few make it proper 
to themselves : that God is my salvation and thy 
salvation, this is the comfort.' This meaning 
occurs in AV live times. For 1 Ch 29* see 
Peculiar. The other instances are Wis 18* 1 
19«, Ac 1» 1 Co 7 7 . The Gr. is always ««*. RV 
adds Wis 2° and Jude* where the Gr. is also 
ttunS 

Another meaning, a derivative of the above, is 
'of good appearance,' 'handsome,' as in Fuller's 
Holy War, ii., ' What a pitie is it to see a proper 
Gentleman to have such a crick in his neck that 
he cannot look backward ' ; and in Holy State, 319, 
of the ' Embassadour,' he says ' He is of a proper, 
at least passable person.' This is the sense of 
' proper * in He 11* ' By faith Moses, when he was 
born, was hid three months of his parents, be- 
cause they saw he was a proper child ' (d<rr«tor to 
raiSlot> ; RV « goodly '—see FAIR). 

3 Hastings 
PROPHECY AND PROPHETS.— U nder this head- 
ing four subjects fall to be treated : the history of 
prophecy ; the psychology of prophecy ; the pro- 
phetic teaching ; and the verification in history of 
the prophetic ideas of the future. 

A. The History of Prophecy. 

i. Tim Origin op Prophbct. 
li. Tub Namb Prophbt. 
iii. Historical Steps. 

1. The Age of Samuel. 

2. The Early Monarchy. 

8. The Age of the Literary Prophets. 
4. The Decline and Expiry of Prophecy. 

B. Thb Prophetic Mind. 

1. Tub Idba op tub Prophbt. 
• ii. Inspiration. 
iii. Tub Falbb Propiirts. 

* See Dcissmann on Ttat in Bxbelitudien, p. 120 f. (Eng. tr. p. 
123 f.). 



Digitized by 



Google 



PROPHECY AND PROPHETS 



PROPHECY AND PROPHETS 107 



C. Tbs Teaching of the Prophets. 

i. GenbkalTeachino. 
iL Prbdictivb Propiibct. 

1. Prediction in General. 

2. Messianic Prophecv. 

D. Inter i- it eta r/o.v a nd fulfilment of Peofbect. 

i. Prophecy Pobtical and Idxal. 
* U. Propiibct Moral and Contingent. 

iii. Prophecy National and Rklativb like OT Religion. 

A. The History of Prophecy. — Hebrew pro- 
phecy, though the deepest movement of the human 
spirit and in many ways the most mysterious, has, 
like other movements of the spirit, a history. 
There is the period of its obscure beginnings ; the 
period of its highest purity and loftiest achieve- 
ments; and the period of its decline and expiry, 
when its work being accomplished other agencies 
in the education of mankind took its place. Its 
expiry can be spoken of only in the sense that it 
ceased to be a creative power ; its results remain 
an imperishable heritage of the race, and the 
agencies in Israel that succeeded it, such as scribes 
and proverbialists or wise men, were only the con- 
duits and channels that distributed the waters of 
its great stream over the individuals of the nation. 

i. Origin of Prophecy.— Something to which 
the general name of prophecy might be given seems 
to have existed among all peoples. It originated 
from beliefs or feelings common to men everywhere, 
such as ( 1 ) that there was a supernatural, a God 
or gods, on whose will and power the wellbeing and 
the destiny of men depended ; (2) that these super- 
natural powers had communion with men and gave 
them intimations of their will and their purposes ; 
and (3) that these intimations were not given to 
men indiscriminately, but to certain favoured men, 
who communicated them to others. Having these 
beliefs, ordinary men or States desirous of living 
or acting in accordance with the mind of the deity, 
and particularly when in perplexity in regard to 
what lay in the future, had recourse to those 
through whom the deity spoke, and consulted 
them. 

The supernatural powers, it was supposed, gave 
intimation of their will and disposition towards 
men in two ways : ( 1 ) in an external way, by 
objective signs or omens in the region of nature, 
as by the flight or cry of birds. These creatures 
coming from heaven were the bearers of a message 
from heaven. Other creatures also were the means 
of significant indications from the deity, for ex- 
ample, in the way they met a man, or the side, the 
right or the left, from which they crossed before 
him.* In all countries the sacrificial victim offered 
to the gods was held to exhibit signs from them, 
particularly in the convulsive movements of the 
liver and entrails of the freshly slain creature 
(Ezk 21). Less commonly omens were observed 
outside the animal world, e.g. in the rustling of 
the leaves of trees (Dodona; cf. Gn 12", Jg 9 s7 , 
2 S 5 j4 ). In the East the movements and conjunc- 
tions of the stars were regarded as prophetic, 
though in this case the influence on man's destiny 
may have been supposed to be exerted by the stars 
themselves, which, however, were often identified 
with deities. (2) Besides this external or objective 
revelation, there was an inward revelation given in 
the mind of man. In this case the deity possessed 
the man, inspired him, and spoke through him. 
It is possible, indeed, that the animal omens may 
have sometimes been regarded as forms assumed 
by the deity or as possessed by him. And from 
the curious feelings of antiquity regarding the 
rapport existing between animals and men, the 
animals may sometimes have been supposed to 
come to men not as messengers of the deity, but on 
their own impulse, knowing themselves what they 
told to men (W. R. Smith, SS* 443). But this, if 

• Ahlwardt, Chaltf el Acinar, p. 45 IT. 



true, belongs to a different circle of ideas. Ex- 
amples of this second kind of revelation are common 
in the heathen world, as the Pythia in Greece, the 
kdhin in Arabia, the sibyl, and the like. Even in 
Greece this inward inspiration was considered 
something higher than divination by omens, and 
in ancient times, at least, the Oracle subserved 
high ethical and national ends. The divine omens 
were not intelligible to ordinary men, hence they 
required persons either of special endowment, or 
of skill acquired from tradition or by practice, to 
interpret them. Such persons, augurs, soothsayers, 
diviners, or prognosticators (Is 47), might be called 
prophets of the deity to men. The Pythia, being 
wholly overpowered by the deity, uttered her 
oracles with no consciousness of their meaning. 
The oracles were often enigmatic, requiring an 
interpreter. The interpreter was called prophet 
{wpo^r^i, in which thejoro is not temporal). 

The methods of divinayon practised in Israel will hare more 
affinity with those usual among th*> 8hemitic peoples than with 
those ol the general heathen world.* The feelings prevalent 
in the East appear from the fact that a message from the deity 
might be brought to one by a person of another nation 
(Jg- 52a, 2 K 81**-) ; from the frequent mention of diviners, a* 
among the Philistines (1 8 62, Is and of localities to which 
they had given names (Jg 7 1 9 s7 ) ; from the weight laid on 
omens (Jg &n 7», 2 8 B 34 ), and particularly, on dreams (Jg 
711C %h 28*); and from the use of the oracle by the sacred 
lotjfJg 8*7 I7» 18», Ezk 2121). An exhaustive Unt^f the practice* 
appears to be given in Dt 18>0- n . The passage states that the 
practices were in use among the aboriginal tribes wffich Israel 
dispossessed ; but as these tribes had been4bsorbed into Israel 
and formed one people with it, the practices nodoubt continued 
to maintain themselves in Israel. The difference might be that 
they were now performed in th# name of J", and noL,in that of 
the native deities. The terms describing the practices are used 
by Heb. writers rather lifaiscrimiiiately, but perhaps three 
distinct forms can be discovered : (1) the oracle gained by certain 
methods from a god or idol (cap), (2) interpretatMh of omens 
(C*nj), and (3) utterances of one possessed or inspired by the 
deity. (1) The oracle was common, perhaps, to most of the 
Shemitic peoples ; at least it appears ur Arabia and Babylon, m 
well as in Israel. Meshaof Moab, too, states that Chemoah gave 
him commandments, but the method of receiving them is not 
indicated (cf. Ezk 2i'»>. Lots (which were usually headless 
arrows or rods) were shaken and drawn in the presence of the 
idol, e.g. Hobal at Mecca, and the teraphim (one image) by 
Nebuchadnezzar (Ezk 2121). xhe question put by the inquirer 
usually took the form of an alternative, ' yes ' or ' no,' * this ' or 
' that,' though several possibilities might be proposed. In the 
story of Nebuchadnezzar the alternative was 1 Rabbath-ammon ' 
or 'Jerusalem,' and the decision came out 'Jerusalem.' In 
method the sacred lot in Israel, Urira and Tummim, did not 
differ. This also gave a reply to an alternative proposed. It is 
possible that LXX of 1 8 14 J1 " suggests the original reading: 
' And Saul said, If the guilt be in me or in Jonathan my son, give 
Urim, O Lord God of Israel ; but if thou say it is in my people 
Israel, give Tummim.' The first time Saul m<l Jonathan were 
taken and Israel left ; the second time Jonathan was taken and 
Saul left. The form of the sacred lot is unknown, and in later 
times its real nature seems to have been forgotten. Nebuchad- 
nezzar drew the lots before the teraphim, certainly on image. 
In Israel the ephod was used, and hence the ephod is supposed 
by many to have been an image of J". Ephod and teraphim ore 
named together (Jg 17 B , Hos 3*), but it remains uncertain 
whether they were things different though used together, or 
things of the same class, the two names being cumulative, or 
the one used as Interpretative of the other. In the time of Saul 
and David the ephod was in common use ; later it fell into 
desuetude. Rosea, however, mentions It as one of the appliances 
of religii n in his day, and certainly not with approbation (3*). 
If the root kayatn originally referred to this particular kind of 
divination, its use ceased to be exact. Saul use* the word of 
divination by the '6b (1 8 28 s ). and the canonical prophets coll 
the false prophets k6$Sintm, diviners, and their oracles herein, 
divination (pi. £fyi>»{»0, even when these prophets spoke (as 
they thought) by inspiration of J" or by dreams. (2) The root 
naheuh (used in Piel cru) appears to be used properly of divina- 
tion from omens. - Joseph divined with a cup, the significant 
indications being afforded by the play of light in the fluid, or hy 
the bells and movements of the fluid itself, or, as some think, 
by the behaviour of oil poured into the cup of water (On 44 s - 1S ). 
The word as well as its noun is used of divination by omens, but 
the different kinds of omen are not discriminated (Lv 1928, jj u 
2323 24 1 ) ; in an enfeebled sense the word meant to infer from 
signs or indications generally (Gn 3027, i k 20»> (3) Oracles by 
inspiration or possession by deity were common to the heathen 



* An excellent account of general heathen manticism is given 
in K. Kohler, Der Prophttitmm der Hebrder, u. die MaiUOc der 
Griechen, i860. The work of P. Scholz, Gotzendieiiit v. Zauber- 
ireren bei den alten Hebruern u. den benachbarten VdUcern, 
1877, is less critical. 
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and to Israel. And here mantlcism and prophecy come in con- 
tact. The two agree In form, and have to be distinguished by 
other tokens, e.g. by the god in whose name the oracle was 
given, and perhaps by the fact that in the mantic ecstasy the 
consciousness was overpowered and lost, while in prophecy 
there was only exaltation of mind and loss of the consciousness 
of external things. 

The other things mentioned in Dt I8 10fl - are of the nature of 
magic or sorcery, and were always proscribed in the religion of 
J" (Ex 22's, 1 8 28*- *), though they continued in Israel till very 
late times. Saul names as legitimate sources of knowledge of 
the will of the deity, dreams, Urim, and prophets (1 8 28 s ). Un- 
like divination, which seeks to ascertain the mind of the deity, 
magic was a means of binding superhuman powers (chiefly 
demonic or chthonian), either to restrain them from injuring 
oneself, or to constrain them to injure others, and put them 
under a spell, or to reveal what to mortal man was unknown. 
The magical means might be— (1) protective, such as amulets 
(Gn 36*, Is 3*- ,9 ) ; or (2) both protective and constraining, such 
as formulas of incantation (Ps 58* ■, l>t 18", Is 47» la ); and (3) 
necromancy. The last had several forms : (a) consulting the 'ob, 
(b) consulting the yid'Oni, and (c) consulting the dead. The 
forms (a) ana (b) are embraced in (>•>, though whether they ex- 
haust (c) is somewhat uncertain (Is 8>» 21H, Lv 20**). Cf. W. R. 
Smith, Jour, of Philology, vol. xiiL 273 B., xiv. 113 ff.; and 
Driver on Dt 18iw-. 

ii. The Name Prophet.— In 1 S 9 s it is said, 
'He that is now called "the prophet" (k'23 nabi) 
was beforetime called " the seer " (am rd'eh).' The 
passage is an annotation, much later in date than 
the context, and cannot have been written before 
the name 'prophet' had been long current and 
attached to a succession of men. The radical 
meaning of the word ndbV is uncertain. Two 
terms are used for 'seer,' rffeh and hCzeh (nin), 
though without difference of sense. The annota- 
tor's remark might be supposed an inference from 
the fact that in the ancient record before him 
Samuel is called ' the seer.' Still that fact is of 
importance ; and the possibility that there was a 
time when the word ' seer' was in common use may 
seem supported by the other fact that the word 
' vision ' (pin, p'm, etc. ) connected with ' seer ' is used 
all down the literature for ' prophecy,' the term 
'prophecy' (nibu'ah) connected with 'prophet' 
being a late word (Neh 6 12 , 2 Ch 9* 15"). Much 
weight may not be due to this consideration, and 
on the other side may be urged the extraordinary 
rarity of the word ' seer,' though this again may 
be explained by supposing that all references to 
early times in which 'seer' might have been ex- 
pected to occur belong to writings which are pos- 
terior to the time when the word 'prophet' nad 
become the usage.* The author of the annotation 
1 S 9° is familiar with ' prophets ' who were great 
isolated personages, like Elijah and probably the 
canonical prophets; and he considers the 'seer' 
Samuel to nave been quite like one of these. This 
is certainly true of Samuel, though how far true 
of other seers of his day, if such existed, may be 
doubtful. The seer was an isolated personage like 
the great prophets. But, further, the character- 
istic of the true ' prophet ' was that he pursued 
national religious ends. Samuel did this with more 
splendid initiative than the greatest of his suc- 
cessors. He created the nation by giving it a 
king; they only sought to preserve it. But the 
seers of his day, if there was such a class, may 
have ministered rather to personal and private 
interests, as Samuel himself seems to have done 
on some occasions (1 S 9). In IS 3' it is said 
that ' vision ' when Samuel was young ' was not 
widely diffused ' ; but ' vision ' is here used of true 
prophecy such as the author was familiar with in 
his own time. History leaves us in complete 
ignorance in regard to the seers. In fact, the only 
' seer ' we know of is Samuel, and his history is told 
us in a very fragmentary way. The historian gives 
a beautiful picture of his birth and childhood, 
narrating how he was dedicated by his mother to 
the Lord, and bow J" spoke to him in Shiloh as He 

» For example Gn 207 (Abraham), Ex lfi» (Miriam), Nu 
(E!dad and Medad), Dt IS 18 , Jg 4< 0», 1 8 S», cf. V. 



did to the canonical prophets afterwards (1 S 1-3) ; 
but the narrative is suddenly broken off, and when 
we hear of Samuel again he is already an old man, 
dwelling in Ramah, and known as * the seer.' We 
learn from Jer 7 M that the house at Shiloh was at 
some time completely overthrown — no doubt at the 
hands of the Philistines ; and Samuel driven from 
there took up his abode at Ramah. Though called 
a priest, the rOle of prophet was that accepted by 
him, as it is that usually assigned to him (1 S9 1 *, 
Jer 15 1 , Ps 99 s , Ac 3**) ; and it was in the exercise 
of his rflle as prophet— statesman in the kingdom 
of God — that he interfered in so decisive a manner 
in the national politics. It is true that the religion 
of J" did not as a rule create new agencies, but 
served itself of those already existing, into which 
it infused its own spirit, which gradually threw off 
all heathen elements originally belonging to them. 
There may have been a class of 'seers' in the 
time of the Judges whose methods may not have 
been greatly unlike those in use among other 
Shemitic peoples. But we know nothing of them. 
Samuel is the only * seer' known to history. 

The meaning of the root and the form K'33 is uncertain. 
(1) The form is not likely a pats, ptcp., but more probably, like 
TXp harvester and many words of similar form, has active 
sense. The word Itself nabi' occurs in Arab., but may be a loan- 
word from Heb., as it is in other dialects (Noldeke, Oeieh. d. 
Koran*, p. IX (2) The sense of the word is obscure. The root 
has probably no connexion with JJ3J to bubble up, as if nabi' 
were one who bubbles up under inspiration (Ges., Kuenen, 
Prophet*. 42, cf. Ps 451). The root naba'a in Arab, means to 
come forward or into prominence, and causative (conj. ii) to 
bring foncard, specially to do so by speech, to announce ; and 
in Eth. nababa means to tpeak (Dillm. AT Theol. p. 476). The 
word nabi' therefore would mean he who announce*, or brings 
a message. The term, however, has not in usage the general 
sense of announcer or speaker, but always means one who speaks 
from God, i.e. a prophet, and the Hithp. frequently means to 
speak in an excited manner, to rave (jtmttpuu). This connota- 
tion might suggest the question whether the root ndba' did not 
originafiv express some mental emotion, the reflexive forms 
(Niph. liithp.) meaning to exhibit or display this emotion, as is 
the case with so many reflexives, e.g. rUMl fo groan, ?3ienn 
to exhibit grief, »pKnn to thow anger. It is usually supposed, 
however, that the verbal forms are denominatives from nail'. 
In this case the original verbal root would not be found in Heb., 
and the word nabi' would either be an old noun surviving after 
the verbal root was lost, or else a new word learned from the 
Canaanites. The word nabi' is said (1 8 9*) to have become a 
substitute for ro'eh * seer,' and unfortunately the literature is 
all later than the time when nabi' with ite derivatives had 
become the usage. The 70 elders of Nu 11 (according to 
Wellhausen, Comp* 102 f., J working on older materials) 
'prophesy' quite after the manner of the 'prophets' of the 
days of Samuel (1 8 10) or of Abab (1 K 22), ».*. their ' prophesy- 
ing' is a joint exercise. It is possible that 'prophets' of this 
kind may have appeared in the earliest times, though we do 
not hear of them. Others (e.g. Kuenen, Proph. ch. 15) are 
inclined to think that the name nabi' is Canaanite, and borrowed 
by the Hebrews, who applied it to the bands of enthusiasts of 
Samuel's day because they seemed to resemble the Canaanite 
'prophets.' But the existence of Canaanite 'prophets,' i.e. 
bands of Dervish-like enthusiasts, is purely conjectural. We do 
not hear of such ' prophets ' till 200 years later, and these are 
not Canaanite, but the priest-prophets of the Tyrian Baal main- 
tained at the cost of Jezebel (1 K 181*). Wellhausen (Hilt. 
p. 449) remarks: 1 Among the Canaanites such Nebiim— for so 
they are styled— had long been familiar.' It would not be easy 
to furnish the evidence. Again, the prophetic movement in the 
days of Samuel was a religious national one, and it is not just 
probable that the Hebrews would borrow terms from the 
Canaanites to describe it, particularly as the Canaanites were 
more than probably in league with the Philistines (1 S 31> X 
The Can. and Heb. languages must have been virtually 
identical ; at the same time the root-word appears to exist in 
Assyr, e.g. in Nebo the interpreter of the gods, and nabxi to 
announce (Delitesch, Anyr. HWE), and the term may have 
entered Canaan from Babylon. The date when the change 
from 'seer' to 'prophet' took place cannot be ascertained, and 
the change itself is difficult to explain. Possibly as persons of 
individuality and power arose among the ' prophets ' they took 
a more independent position like that of 'seer,' though the 
name ' prophet ' continued attached to them. Some personages 
like Gad bore both names (2 S 24"). 

The term ro'eh is used chiefly of Samuel, 7 times out of 9 
(twice of Hanani, 2 Ch 167-'°). The word hozeh is more common, 
2 S 24», 2 K 17". Am 7>», and often in the Chronicler, who 
affects archaic phraseology, e.g. ICh 2l» (Gad), 2Ch 9» 12" 
(Iddo), 2 Ch 194 (Jehu), 2 Ch 29» (AsaphX 1 Ch 86» (Heman), 
2 Ch S6H(JeduthunX In the plur. both ro'im and hozltn are 
used as parallel to 'prophets/ Is 29" (a gloss), SO 10 , Mic 37. 
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2 Ch 19 . The seers were bo named from having visions, 
and possibly the priest Amaziah applied the name bdzrh to 
Amos (7 1 *) on account of the visions which he narrated (7 IK ). 
On tteth (Arab, hdzl) cf. Hoffmann, ZAW, 1883, pp. 00-96 ; and 
on k&hin (=bdzl) Wellhauscn, RetU\ p. 130 ff. 

iii. HlSTOWCAL STEPS.— 1. Time of Samuel.— 
In the Book of Judges, beyond the reference to 
Deborah ( Jg 4), and a 1 prophet * in the days of 
Midianite oppression (6 7 , cf. 1 S 2"), nothing is said 
about prophets. Deborah was a ' prophetess,' and 

1 judged,' that is, ruled or governed, Israel. Both 
terms, 'prophetess' and 'judge,' imply that Deborah 
played a political rOle. She was a mother in Israel, 
and took the leadership in a national crisis. In 
the times of Samuel men called 'prophets' appear 
to have existed in great numbers. 

(a) Those called 'prophets' in this age formed 
communities ; they were ctyiqbjt.es. though not 
celibates (2 K 4 1 ). They are "first mentioned in 
connexion with Saul at Gibeah of God, Saul's 
home (1 S 10 6 ). When dismissing him Samuel pre- 
dicted that he would meet a band of prophets 
coining down from the high place with music, 
and engaged in ' prophesying '(IS 10 8, 10 ). Another 
company had its home at kamah, where Samuel 
himself dwelt (1 S 19 18 ). It has usually been sup- 
posed that the term naioth means 4 dwellings,' and 
describes such a prophetic settlement (2 K 6 1 ' 7 , see 
Naioth). In the times of Elijah and Elisha other 
localities are mentioned as residences, e.g. Bethel 
(2 K 2»), Jericho (2 K 2»), and Gilgal (2 K 4» cf. 

2 K 6 1 ). The residenters are called ' prophets' and 
'sons of the prophets,' i.e. members of the pro- 
phetic societies (a single member is ben-ndbi', Am 
V*). Between Samuel and Eli iah ( 1 K 20 35 ) no men- 
tion is made of the ' sons of the prophets,' though 
it is probable that the succession was still main- 
tained. Amos, a hundred years after Elijah, 
appears to be acquainted with prophetic societies 
(7"), and at all times prophets continued to be 
numerous (1 K 22 s 18*). As at the places named 
as residences there was a ' high place ' or sanctuary, 
it was probably around these sanctuaries where 
J" was worshipped that the prophets settled. In 
early times the distinction between priest and 
prophet does not seem to have been sharp. The 
Arab, k&hin was both seer and priest. Samuel was 
both priest and prophet. Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
both came out of priestly families. The con- 
nexion, indeed, of priests and prophets was always 
close (Is 8"). Those prophets whom Jer. denounces 
as false act in concert with the temple priesthood. 
Pashhur, who put Jcr. in the stocks, was prophet 
as well as priest (Jer '20'' d ) ; and it was the ' priests 
and prophets' who arraigned Jer. before the 
princes for blasphemy against the temple (Jer 28). 

(6) The multiplication of 'prophets' at this 
epoch indicates a rising spirit of devotion to J", 
and fervour in His service. Some have supposed 
that this new fervour and religious elevation were 
due to the influence of Samuel, and that the 
origin of the prophetic societies must be traced 
to him. But all that we have history for is that 
Samuel was in close relation with the prophetic 
communities. We see him on some occasions at 
their head (1 S UP) ; but that he did not usually 
reside among the ' prophets' appears from the state- 
ment that when David fled to him at Kamah the 
two together then went and dwelt at Naioth (19 18 ). 
It is evident that the prophets looked up to him 
and learned from him ; but it is also evident that 
he felt that the impulses which moved them were 
common also to himself, and he was not ashamed 
to direct them, and share in their prophesyings 
(cf. Elisha, 2 K 4 s8 ). It is probable, therefore, that 
the rise of the 'prophets' was due to something 
which swept both Samuel and the people into the 
same stream of national-religious enthusiasm. 

(c) This can hardly have been anything else 



than the crisis that had arisen in the nation's 
fortunes. The people had been subdued by the 
Philistines, and were threatened with national 
extinction. And in Israel of this age national and 
religious were virtually the same thing. The idea 
of later prophets, that national autonomy might 
be lost, while the religion of J" remained, had 
not yet been reached. It was J" that created 
Israel, and made it a nation ; faith in Him was 
the bond of its national existence, and the hour 
of the nation's peril awoke a new religious-national 
fervour. The nation's fortunes aud history was 
from the beginning the great lesson-book in which 
men read the nature of J" their God, and His 
disposition towards them (2 S 21 1 *- 24 lff ). The 
national disasters were evidence of J"'s anger, and 
they awoke the national conscience. The 'pro- 
phets' were not individual enthusiasts ; they were 
inspired by common sentiments, and animated 
each other, and, as a society, reacted on the sur- 
rounding population. Their ' prophesying ' was a 
kind of public worship at the high place or sanc- 
tuary, to which they went up with pipe and song, 
as continued to be done in after -days (Is 30*). 
And the songs were not songs without words. 
They had religious contents, as much as those of the 
singers who afterwards ' prophesied with harps ' in 
the temple (1 Ch 25* », cf. 2 S 23>). However rude, 
they would be celebrations of ' the righteous acts 
of J", the righteous acts of his rule in Israel' (Jg 
6"). They would be such songs as were after- 
wards collected in ' the Book of the Wars of J"' 
and in ' the Book of the Upright' (Bk. of Jashar). 
Some of the poetical fragments still to be found in 
the historical books may well belong to this age. 
Whether writing was practised by the 'prophets' 
may be uncertain (though cf. 1 Ch 29*) ; but if they 
did not write, they prepared by their ' prophesy- 
ing' a language for the literary prophets who 
came after them. In Amos, the oldest literary 
prophet, we find a religious nomenclature already 
complete ; we And also in him, almost more than 
in his successors, the prophetic mannerism and 
technique, such as the phrases ' oracle of J" ' ('' om>), 
' thus saith J",' and much else. It is not too much 
to suppose that it was in these ' schools of the 
prophets' all down the history that this nomen- 
clature and technic) ue were formed. 

(d) The new prophet ism was a national-religious 
movement, though the emphasis lay on the reli- 
gious aspect of it. Like their great successors, the 
prophets hoped that the national restitution would 
be the shape in which the religious regeneration 
would verify itself. Nevertheless, the national 
claimed expression. The monarchy was the crea- 
tion of prophecy, not merely in the sense that the 
prophet Samuel, by inspiration of J", gave the 
people a king. The national direction of pro- 
phecy embodied itself in the kingship. The first 
king of Israel was a prophet as well as the second. 
When Saul turned to go from Samuel, God gave 
him another heart, and when he met the propliets 
the spirit of God came on him and he prophesied. 
His excitation was not mere oontagious sympathy. 
There was mind under it ; it was the thought 
awakened by Samuel of his high destiny and of the 
task before him taking tire from contact with the 
national - religious enthusiasm of the prophets. 
The exclamation of the populace, Is Saul also 
among the prophets ? has been taken as an ex- 
pression of wonder that a solid yeoman like Saul 
should join himself to a company of ranting en- 
thusiasts. This view is wholly improbable. It 
was not in this way that religious exaltation was 
looked on in the East. It was just the visible 
excitation that suggested to the onlooker that 
the enthusiast was possessed by the deity. Even 
the insane, Just because he had no mastery over 
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his mind, which seemed moved by another, was 
held inspired. A multitude of passages show the 
popular reverence for the prophets, e.g. 2K 4 Iff - 
(cf. 6 1 9 1 ), particularly 2 K 4**- which describes 
how a person ' brought the man of God bread of 
the first fruits,' as people did to the sanctuary of 
J" (cf. 1 K 12 2 "-). Neither can Amos' disclaimer of 
being a prophet or one of the sons of the prophets 
mean that ' he felt it an insult to be treated as 
one of them.'* Amos (7") merely states a his- 
torical fact, viz. that he had not been an isolated 
prophet such as Elijah and others were, nor a 
member of one of the 'prophetic schools,' but had 
been suddenly called from behind the flock to 
' prophesy ' to God's people Israel. The respect 
with which he mentions prophets elsewhere as 
God's greatest gift to the people (2 11 3 7 ), is sufficient 
evidence of his feeling, t 

2. Early Monarchy. — During the time of I the 
Judges and the early monarchy the means of 
ascertaining the will of J" was chiefly the sacred 
lot and ephod. This was employed by Gideon (Jg 
8") and Micah (Jg 17. 18\ by Saul, and by David 
and his priests in the earV period of his history 
(1 S 23«- »). At a later tim\it is little referred to, 
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chiefly asked at the mouth of the p%phet (1 K 
14 ,tr *). The early waters of prophetisnftnay have 
been somewhat turbid, but they graduVMy ran 
clear, and became that stream of ethical Brophecy 
to which there is nothing like in the religious 
history of mankind. J" spake in the mind ol man 
and to his mind ; the prophet stood in the council 
of God. The two ways of ascertaining the will of 
J" in the age of Samuel are reflected in the two 
narratives of the election of Saul. Both narra- 
tives ascribe the institution of the monarchy to the 
will of J", but in the one (1 S 9M0 18 11) his will is 
declared through prophetic inspiration, in the 
other (1 S 8. 10' 7ff - 12) through the oracle of the 
lot. The latter tradition, though further removed 
from the actual events, is at least true to the his- 
torical conditions of the period. 
, The true causes of the rupture between Samuel 
and Saul can scarcely be ascertained. The pro- 
phetic spirit in Saul never obtained the mastery 
within him, it was always in conflict with contrary 
currents in his nature. Latterly the spirit became 
troubled and obscured, and its place was taken by 
an evil spirit from God (cf. 1 K 22 21 *). David was 
a man according to God's heart, that is, in all 
things subject to the will of J" (cf. 1 S 15 3 *), and 
the prophets are found supporting his throne. 
Special designations are given to some of them 
suggestive of the offices they performed, e.g. men- 
tion is made of * the prophet Gad, David's seer ' (2 S 
84", 1 Ch 21 9 , 2 Ch 29 s8 ). These prophets indirectly 
influenced the government and acted on the a flairs 
of the kingdom as a whole, although through the 
king (2 S 24" V- W; 1 K V*-). So long as the 
prophets and kings were in accord this may have 
continued, but when kings arose who were mere 
national rulers and unprogressive or retrograde 

•Wellhausen, Hut. 293. Wellhausen's remark that 'the 
point of the story narrated of Saul (1 8 19**) can be nothing 
but Samuel's and David's enjoyment of the disgrace of the 
naked king ' (p. 268), is merely the cynical sally of a modern 
humourist. 

f This view of Am 7" is rightly taken by J. C. Matthes, art. 
'The False Prophets,' Mod. Rev., July 1884. See also J. 
Robertson, Early Relig. of Itrael, p. 90. 



in religion, — of course no king of that age was 
irreligious in the sense of neglecting the tradi- 
tional religion,— naturally the prophets, at least 
those among them who Mere ethically progressive, 
took another side. It might have been well for 
the peaceable development of the kingdom of J" 
if the prophets and rulers had always been in 
harmony, and it might seem a calamity when a 
dissidence arose between them ; but undoubtedly, 
though the disagreement was often fruitful of 
trouble and revolution, it contributed to the inde- 
pendence of the prophetic order. Prophecy re- 
sumed the ' national element in it, which.it had 
divested itself of and delegated to the monarchy, 
and stood forth against all classes and functions as 
the immediately inspired guardian of the kingdom 
of J" in all its interests. Moses was the type of 
the true prophet (Hob 12 u , Dt 18 18 ). 

3. The Canonical Prophets. — Prophets like 
Nathan, Elijah, and Elisha, following the ex- 
ample of Samuel, directly interfered in the govern- 
ment of the State. Nathan determined the suc- 
cession to the throne (1 K 1**-) ; Elijah denounced 
the dynasty of Omri, and Elisha set in motion the 
revolution that overthrew it (2 K 9). The latter 
prophet was the very embodiment of the national 
spirit in the Syrian wars, and took the field in 
the campaign against Moab (2 K 3"*-). Elijah 
and he were the national bulwark—* the chariots 
of Israel and the horsemen thereof ' (2 K 2 n ). But 
after Elisha the prophets withdraw from exter- 
nal national, and party, conflicts. They no more 
head revolutions. Nevertheless, they remain 
statesmen as much as their great predecessors. 
They could not cease to be politicians as long 
as the kingdom of J" had the form of a State. 
They oppose, warn, and counsel kings and State 

Birtiea according to the exigencies of the time, 
osea, indeed, thinks the monarchy impotent for 
good, if it has not been from the beginning the 
source of all evil (13 10ff -)- But Isaiah, so long as 
the State was independent, warned Ahaz against 
involving his kingdom in the struggles of the 
nations, in the collision of which his country would 
be crushed (Is 7); and when the dream of independ- 
ence had passed away he resisted with equal 
strenuousness the meditated revolt of Hezekiah 
and the Egyptian party against the Assyrian 

Sower (Is 30 1 *- 31 ltr -). The same principles guided 
er. and Ezk. in the Chaldcean age (Jer 21" 38 s , 
Ezk 17). But the only weapon which the prophets 
now use is the word of God which is in their mouth. 
Jer., though set over the nations to pluck up and 
break down, wields only the word of J", which is 
like a hammer breaking the rocks in pieces (Jer 
1». io 23 s8 ), and which has a self-fulfilling energy 
(Is 66 ll>ff -). J" hews the people by the prophets, ' 
and slays them with the words of His mouth 
(Hos 6 8 ). But in this age new thoughts, difficult 
to account for, filled the minds of the prophets. 
Formerly, J", as God and ruler of His people, 
rejected dynasties, and by the prophets overthrew 
them (Hos 13") ; now, it is the conviction of all the 
prophets, both of the north and south, that J" has 
rejected the nation, that Israel as an independent 
State is doomed to perish. Side by side with 
this thought, or as a consequence or it, another 
thought appears. The complex notion ' national- 



appears 

ideal kingdom of J" is a religious community faith- 
ful to the Lord. Another thing, closely connected 
with the two just mentioned, is the lofty spiritual 
and ethical conception of J" God of Israel reached 
by the prophets of this age, and, what is but the 
obverso side of it, their severe judgment on the 
moral condition of the people. This lofty con- 
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ception of J" and this pure ideal of what His people 
must be, cannot be an unmediated and inexplicable 
leap upward of human religious genius, neither 
can it be a sudden divine creation. It did not, 
like Jonah's gourd, grow up in a night. History, 
unhappily, does not enable us to follow its growth. 
But it is the perfect efflorescence of a tree whose 
roots stood in the soil of Israel from the beginning, 
whose vital energies had always been moving 
towards flower, and which burst forth at last in 
the gorgeous blaze of colour which we see. The 
wealth of ethical and religious teaching found in 
the prophets of this age has led to a reaction 
against the former idea that prophecy was specifi- 
cally prediction, and the view has become preva- 
lent that the true function of the prophet was 
to be a teacher of ethical and religious truths. 
This view is also one-sided. The prophets never 
cease to be 1 seers ' ; their face is always turned to 
the future. They stand in the council of J" 
(Am 3*. Jer 23* 1 ), and it is what He is about to do 
that they declare to men. Their moral and reli- 
gious teaching is, so to speak, secondary, and due 
to the occasion. Their conviction is that the 
destruction of the nation is inevitable, and they 
dwell on the nature of J" and on the moral de- 
clension of the people to impress their conviction 
on the nation—* prepare to meet thy God, O Israel ' 
(Am 4 1J ). Or, as their conviction of the inevit- 
ableness of the nation's doom does not seem 
absolute, but is crossed, at least at times, by the 
possibility or even the hope that it might be 
averted (Am 5 1 *- u , Is l 18 , Jer 36 1 "*), they impress 
on the people the mind and life which is acceptable 
to J" — that which is good, and what the Lord 
requires of them (Mic 6 s ) — that they may repent, 
and that His judgments may be arrested. Or, 
when the foreboding of near destruction again 
oppresses them, they look beyond the dark and 
tempestuous night that is gathering to the day 
that will dawn behind it (Is 8 16 *),— for though J" 
will destroy the sinful kingdom He will not destroy 
the house of Jacob (Am 9*),— and they dilate on 
the righteousness and the peace and the joy of 
that new age (Is 9 M , Hos 2 18 *). The prophets now 
employ writing, and the short, drastic oracles of 
former times (1 S 15" 1 K 11" 21 1 ») give place to 
discourses of considerable length. By writing 
they could influence many whom their voice could 
not reach, and the written word became a perma- 
nent possession of the godly kernel of the people, 
upholding them in the midst of the darkness when 
God's face was hidden, apd being when the 
calamities were overpast a witness that God had 
still been with them (Is S l9B ; Ezk 2°). The instances 
of Deuteronomy and the roll of Jeremiah show that 
a writing produced a far more powerful impression 
than the spoken word of the prophet. 

A strange and, interesting phenomenon in the 
history of prophecy is what is called 'False* 
Prophecy. The true prophets, whose word 
history and God's providence verified, and to 
which the religious mind of mankind has set its 
seal, laid emphasis on the 'religious' element in 
the complex 'national -religious' idea. The unity 
J" and the nation had to their minds become dis- 
rupted, and J" now stood opposed to the nation. 
The ' false ' prophets continued to lay the chief 
emphasis on toe 'national' side ; hence they might 
be called nationalistic prophets rather than false, 
though, of course, their anticipations were often 
disproved by 4vents. The question whether these 
prophets were retrograde or only unprogressive, 
will be answered differently according to the view 
taken of tjie development of religion in Israel. 
There is no reason to suppose that they had per- 
sonally sunk below the level of their own time. 
They ataml oa the same level with the body of 



the people. The charge of the canonical prophets 
is that the nation as a whole had declined from 
the puray mprftl and religious ideal of early times 
(Hos 2 7 , Is 1"). And this charge is certainly 
true. For, admitting that the people by entrance 
upon the Canaanite civilization had attained to a 
broader and fuller human life, and admitting even 
that the conception of J", by taking up into it 
some of the thoughts connected with the native 
gods, became enlarged and enriched, mixture with 
the Canaanites produced a deterioration both in 
the life and religion of Israel. It is this deteriora- 
tion that seems to the true prophets so fateful in 
regard to the destinies of the nation. And it is 
on this question of the national future that con- 
flicts arise between the true prophets and the 
false. It is in this region, too, that another new 
phenomenon in the history of prophecy appears in 
this age— the persecution of the prophets. Former 
prophets, like Samuel, Elijah, and Elisha, were 
embodiments of the ' national -religious' spirit, 
and carried the people with them. The new out- 
look of the prophets regarding the national des- 
tinies enraged the populace. The prophets seemed 
to them madmen ; their predictions that J" would 
destroy His people were incredible; they were 
traitors, and sought not the welfare of the people, 
but their hurt (Jer 38 4 ). The prophets probably 
might have preached as they liked about the nature 
of J" and the kind of service pleasing to Him, if they 
had not gone further and drawn inferences as to 
the destinies of the nation. Jehoiakim showed his 
indifferenoe to Jeremiah's preaching, or his con- 
tempt for it, by throwing his book piecemeal into 
the lire ; it was only when at the end of the roll 
he found the assertion that Nebuch. would come and 
destroy the land (Jer 36" 25»- 10 ), that he ordered 
the prophet's arrest. On another occasion Jer. was 
seized and beaten on the suspicion that he was 
falling away to the Chaldteans, and flung into a 
dungeon because his gloomy anticipations dis- 
heartened the men of M ar in the city (38*). And 
it was because of his prophecy of national disaster 
(1 K 22) that Ahab ordered Micaiah to be confined 
on bread and water till he came back (he did not 
come back .'). It was not their religious opinions 
but their political threats that drew persecution 
on the prophets (Am V "-). The persecution was 
the convulsive effort of the ' national - religious ' 
spirit to maintain itself. No doubt many of the 
people were impatient of the prophets' general 
teaching, or contemptuous of it : they burlesqued 
their manner (Is 28 9 - 10 ), and ironically invited the 
interposition of the Lord with which the prophets 
threatened them (Is 5 18, u ) ; they imposed silence 
on them (Am 2", Mic 2 s ), and told them to have 
done with the Lord of hosts in their hearing (Is 
SO*" 11 ) ; but it was mostly when the prophets 
entered the political region, or when to the general 
mind they seemed guilty of sacrilege (Am 7"* Jer 
7 14 28 7- 8 ), that harsher measures were adopted. No 
doubt the persecution of the prophets by Ahab at 
the instigation of Jezebel was on account of their 
opposition to the introduction of the Baal worship. 
But even this persecution seems to have been 
transient, for shortly before his death we observe 
Ahab on the best of" terms with the prophets (1 K 
22). If the 4(M) mentioned here are 'false,' or 
merely nationalistic, prophets, probably many of 
them had opposed the Baal cultus if for no higher 
reason than that J" was the national God. The per- 
secution by Manasseh, of whom we know so little, 
would be for similar reasons, because the prophets 
opposed the Assyrian cults which the king so 
ardently patronized. 

4. The Expiry of Prophecy. — Many things 
contributed to the decline and final failure of 
prophecy. 
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(a) The prophets bore some resemblance to a 
progressive political party in a State. So long as 
abuses exist, and privilege leads to injustice and 
oppression of the weaker classes, such a party 
is strong. Its power lies in attack. But when 
abuses nave been removed, and the reforms de- 
manded have been conceded and placed upon the 
statute book, the function of the party of progress 
has ceased. Now, the evils against which the 
prophets contended had, externally at least, been 
removed by the reform of Josiah. Deuteronomy 
received the sanction of the king and government, 
and became the law of the State. This was a 
triumph of prophetic teaching on morals and re- 
ligion ; but if it was thus a witness, to the power 
of prophecy in the past, it was virtually a death- 
blow to it for the future. For by embodying the 
practical issues of the prophetic principles in law, 
having State authority, it superseded the living 
prophetic word. No doubfe"Bven after Deut. be- 
came State law'Jer. continued to be a prophet. 
He perceived that the reform was merely external, 
and ho. continued to demand something more in- 
ward — not reform but regeneration. 

(6) Again, the great prophets from Amos to Jere- 
miah had traversed the whole region of theology and 
morals. Little could be added to what they had 
taught concerning J" and His purposes, concerning 
man and his destiny. Those who came after them 
could do little more than combine their principles 
into new applications and uses. And in point of 
fact such prophets as Ezekiel and Deutero- Isaiah 
are almost more theologians than prophets.* 

(c) Another thing which contributed to the ex- 
piry of prophecy was the fall of the State. With 
the destruction of Jerusalem, the nation, the 
subject of prophecy, ceased to exist. Its destruc- 
tion was the seal set to the truth of prophecy, to 
its teaching on God and the people, and its task 
was done. If in a sense prophecy had destroyed 
the nation it had saved religion. For by teaching 
that it was J" who brought ruin on the State it 
showed that the downfall of the nation was not 
the defeat but the triumph of J". The gods of the 
nations, Cheraosh, Asshur, and Merodach, perished 
with the nations of whose spirit they were the em- 
bodi.uents, but Jehovah rose the higher over the 
ruins of Jerusalem. He was seen to be the God of 
Righteousness, the moral Ruler of the world — 

Jehovah of Hosts was exalted in judgment, 
And the Holy God sanctified in righteousness 

(Is 5 1 "). 

When Israel perished as a nation, and was scattered 
over every land, the idea of Israel just by being 
detached from the nation became clearer ; the 
conception of Israel, of its place in the moral 
history of mankind, took the place of Israel, and 
the second Isaiah, operating with this conception, 
— the servant of the Lord, — is still a prophet. No 
doubt with all his brilliancy much of his book is 
theological deduction from his lofty conception 
of J", out in one respect he is what all the great 
prophets were, an ' interpreter ' of history, and by 
far the profoundest. He stands at the end of 
Israel's history, and looking back he reads its 
meaning, which is that its sufferings as servant 
of the Lord have atoned for its sins as a mere 
part of mankind. 

(d) Although at the Restoration the gorgeous 
anticipations of the second Isaiah had been dis- 
appointed, the idea of what Israel was, its con- 
sciousness of itself and its meaning in the religious 
life of mankind still maintained themselves. The 
eschatological hope remained indestructible. This 
hope had sometimes a national element in it, the 

• Wellhausen remarks (Reite*, 137) that with the revelation of 
the Koran the function of the k&kxn or seer canie to an end, 
and he disappears. 



idea of a political supremacy of Israel over the 
other nations, but it was mainly the hope of 
religious supremacy as the people of God (Is 61"). 
Israel had become a purely religious idea, its 
mission was to be the light of the nations — salva- 
tion was of the Jews. And this great eminence 
and triumph God would confer upon it by a 
sudden interposition, when He would plead its 
cause and ' justify ' it by showing it to be in the 
right in its time-long plea against the nations— a 
plea which in other words was the religious history 
of mankind (Is SO 4 *-)- And what remained for 
Israel was to prepare for God's interposition, and 
be worthy of it Dy doing His will. Thus, when 
Israel was merely a religious community with no 
national life, prophecy became altogether detached 
from history and took the form of reflective and 
theological combinations of former prophecies. Its 
theme was the eschatological hope, and it occupied 
itself with searching what, and what manner of 
time this hope would be realized ( Da 9 s , IP l u ). 
Prophecy becomes Apocalyptic. Apocalyptic con- 
tinues to share all the great ideas of prophecy : it 
regards history as the expression of God's moral 
rule of the world ; it regards God as purposing 
and foreseeing all its great movements; and it sup- 
poses Him to reveal His purposes to His servants 
from the beginning. Hence, instead of looking 
back over history, Apocalyptic plants itself in 
front of history, turning history into prophecy, 
and locating all its great movements in the mind 
of some ancient seer, Enoch, Moses, Baruch, 
Daniel, or Ezra. Apocalyptic is thus always 
pseudepigraphic ; but the date of an Apocalypse 
can generally be guessed from the fact that up to 
his own time the author is pretty accurate, having 
history to rely on, while from his own time on to 
the end he can only forecast v>r calculate. 

In the times when prophecy had virtually ceased 
there are occasional references to it. The references 
are of two kinds. Generally they are expressions 
of sorrow that the people has no more the guidance 
of the prophet in its perplexities and darkness, and 
of the hope that a prophet will again arise ; but 
once at least prophecy is spoken of with dislike. 
In the one case the true prophet is thought of, in 
the other the misleading false prophecy. See on 
the one hand Ps 74», 1 Mac 4* 9* 14" ; cf . La 2", 
Pr 29 18 : on the other hand Zee 13 1 "* ; cf. La 2" 4» 

The prophets of the OT may be grouped thus— 

i. Prophets of tub Assyrian Age. 
Jonah (referred to 2 K 14«). 
Amos, c. 760-760. 
Hosea, e. 750-737. 
Isaiah, 740-700. 
Micah, c. 724 and later. 
Zephaniah, c. 627. 
Nahum, e, 610-608. 

1L Prophets or tub Chaldaan Pbriob. 

Jeremiah, e. 626-588. 
Uabakkuk, c. 605-000. 
Exekiel, c. 693-678. 

Ill Prophets or tub Persian Pbr.od. 
Is 13-14 21M0 34-35?. 
Deutero-Isaiah, c. 540. 
Haggai and Zechariah, 1-8, e. 620. 
Malachi, c. 400-160. 

Probably later, at all events after the Restoration, Joel, 
Jonah, Obadiah (in present form), Is 24-27, Zee 9-14. 

B. The Prophetic Mind. — Many questions 
arise regarding the mind of the prophet which 
can hardly be answered, but allusion may be made 
to some of them. 

i. The Idea of the Prophet. — A nnmber of 
things are said of the prophet which might servo 
as partial definitions. Such definitions are different 
at different times, the prophet being regarded from 
various sides. In inquiring into the prophetic mind, 
it is the prophet's own idea of himself that is of 
interest ; but liis idea of himself did not differ from 
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the people's idea of him, though in his own case 
the idea was based on his consciousness, in t he case 
of the people on their observation. Both believed 
that the prophet was one who spoke the word of 
J". When threatened with death Jer. said to the 
people, 1 For of a truth J" has sent me unto you to 
speak all these words in your ears ' ( Jer 26 18 ) ; and 
the people's idea of their prophets, if not of Jer., 
was the same : ' the word shall not perish from the 
prophet' (Jer 18 18 ). 

Certain names applied to the prophet are sug- 
gestive of ideas entertained of him. (l)One of the 
oldest and most common of these designations was 
man of God. The name is used of Samuel (1 S 9 8 ), 
of Elijah and Elisha, and of others (1 K 12 2 * 13, 
Jer 35 4 ), and often of Moses. The name implies 
close relation to God ; the prophet is near to God 
(Am 3 7 , Jer 23 s2 - »). The Shunammite made a little 
chamber for Elisha, because he was ' a holy man 
of God ' (2 K 4). Holiness is nearness to God ; 
whether in this age it already connoted moral 
purity (Is 6 s ) may be uncertain ; the ' man of God' 
at any rate suggested this, for the widow of 
Sarepta said to Elijah, ' What have I to do with 
thee, thou man of God? art thou come to call my 
sin to remembrance?' (1 K 17' 8 ). The name 'man 
of God ' suggests both the ethical basis of prophecy 
and the religiousness of the prophet. All the pro- 
phets pass moral judgments on their contemporaries, 
e.g. Nathan on David (28 12) and Elijah on Ahab, 
and the pages of the literary prophets contain little 
else than such judgments. And Jeremiah at last 
goes so far as to say that the mark of a true pro- 
phet is just that he passes such a moral condemna- 
tion on his time ; this of itself authenticates him 
(Jer 28 8 - •). How deeply the moral entered into 
the prophet's own idea of prophecy is seen in Is 
6**-, cf. Mic 3 8 . But the notion of religiousness or 
godliness suggested by the name 1 man of God ' is 
even more important.* The prophet's 1 call ' was 
less appointment to an office as we call it, than to 
a religious life-task. His prophesying was lifted 
up into his own personal religious life. The foun- 
tain of prophecy was communion with God. This 
is seen in Jer., in whom prophecy and piety melt 
into one another. (2) Another common designa- 
tion of the prophet is servant of God or of J". 
The name is given to prophets in general (2 K 9 7 ), 
to Elijah (1 K 18 36 ), Isaiah (20 s ), and others (1 K 
14' 8 , 2 K 14 28 ), particularly to Moses. The service 
is usually public, in the interests of God's king- 
dom. The name 'servant of J"' is given also to 
Israel. Israel is the great servant of J" — his 
ministry is to mankind, that of the individual 
prophets is to the narrower world of Israel itself. 
Ana in like manner both Israel and the prophet 
are called messenger of J" — the one to the nations 
(Is 42 18 - »), and the other to Israel (44*). The term 
'messenger' is used mostly in late writings (Hag 
l u , Mai 3 1 ), but the consciousness of being ' sent' 
is common to all the prophets—' (Jo and tell this 
people' (Is 6* Jer 26' 8 ). The prophet feels he has 
a commission to the people as much as Moses felt 
he had a commission to Pharaoh. (3) Another 
name given to the prophet is interpreter. The 
name, though rare (Is 43*'), is descriptive of the 
position of the prophet in regard to history and 
God's providence. God speaks in events, and the 
prophet interprets Him t<j men. Prophecy arises 
out of history, keeps pace with it, and interprets 
it. God is the author" of Israel's history, and , His 
meaning in it, His disposition towards the people 
as expressed ih it, reflects itself in the prophet's 
mind. And as It reflects itself 1t awakens in him 
the sense of the people's evil ; and being one with 
thfin he becomes the conscience, particularly the 
evil conscience, of the people. Events are never 
mere occurrences ; God animates them ; each great 
vol. iv.— 8 * 



event of history is a theophany, a manifestation of 
God in His moral operation. The eyes of ordinary 
men do not perceive this meaning, and when 
suddenly confronted with some unexpected issue 
they exclaim, ' Verily thou art a God that hidest 
thyself, God of Israel, the Saviour' (Is 45"). 
Further, no event is isolated ; each has resulted 
from something preceding it, and will issue in con- 
sequences following it. History is a moral current, 
and at whatever point in it the prophet stands he 
feels whence it has come and whither it is flowing. 
Of course, the prophet is not a mere interpreter of 
history or institutions.* To suppose so would be 
to give him the second instead of the first place; 
the mind of man is greater than institutions or 
history, and it is in it above all that God will 
reveal Himself. And even the institutions and 
history are not mere miraculous Divine creations ; 
men concurred in founding the institutions, and 
they have their part in making the history. Event* 
furnish the occasion of the prophet's intuitions, but 
they do not set !>ounds to them. Indeed we often 
see the prophet's mind outrunning history, filling 
the events around him with a profounder meaning 
than they actually contain. His own mind is full 
of great issues, great ideals of the future ; and 
eager to see their realization he animates the events 
occurring in his day with a larger significance than 
they have, thinking they will issue in the final 
perfection for which he yearns. If he proves at 
fault in regard to the time, he rightly divines the 
moral connexion of the events of liis day with the 
perfection of the end. Other names, such as ' seer,' 
' watchman ' (Jer 6 s7 , Ezk 3 17 ), need not be dwelt 
upon. 

There are several passages, belonging to different 
dates, which might be taken as definitions of ' pro- 
phet' In Am 3'- 8 it is said, ' The Lord God doeth 
nothing without revealing his counsel to his ser- 
vants the prophets.' Jer. (23 aa ) varies this by saying 
that the prophet stands ' in the council ' of J", and 
knows His purpose (Job 15 s ). The passage states- 
two things, viz. that J"reveals His mind and purpose 
to the prophets, and that He does so particularly in 
reference to the future. When great events are 
altout to happen, involving the destinies of the 
people, the sensibility of the prophet is quickened 
and feels their approach, and he stands forth to 
announce them. 1 hus Amos and Hosea appear as 
heralds of the downfall of the kingdom of the 
North ; Micah and Isaiah, when the storm-cloud of 
Assyrian invasion was rising on the northern 
horizon, and Jeremiah when the empire of the East 
was passing to the Chaldreans, and the downfall of 
Judah was nigh at hand. Among other passages 
referring to prophecy on its predictive side, Is 
4j4.2iir. (cf. 45* w )' deserves mention. Here predic- 
tive prophecy is claimed for J" and Israel and 
denied to the idols and their peoples, and the power 
to predict as well as the fact of having truly pre- 
dicted is proof that J" is God. J" is the first and 
the last ; He initiates the movements of history, 
and He brings them to an end. From the bejjinninc 
He foresees the end. But it is His relation to Israel 
that causes Him to announce it l>eforehand. For 
Israel is His servant, and His purpose can be ful- 
filled only through the co-operation of men, to 
whom it must he revealed. The conception of a 
living God in moral fellowship with men involves 
in it prophecy having reference to the future. Here 
again prophecy is lifted up into the sphere of 
personal religious life. 

The passage Dt 18 9-22 , though not excluding 

Prediction, places prophecy on a broader basis, 
rophecy is due to two things: (1) to that 
yearning of the human spirit to know the will of 

• This seems the idea of v. Hofniann, Weutagung u. ErfiU- 
luna. 
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the deity, and to have communion with him, 
common to men everywhere. This yearning 
created many kinds of diviners, who by external 
means inferred what was the mind of deity. But 
it is not in this way, but in one higher and 
worthier, that the true God satisfies the yearning 
of His people's heart (Nu 23 s3 ). However pro- 
fusely signs of Him and of His mind be scattered 
over nature, there is a more immediate intercourse 
between Him and men. He speaks to the mind 
of man directly ; there is a communion of spirit 
with spirit. J' put* His words in the prophet's 
mouth, who speaks them in His name (Dt 18 18 - a ). 
(2) And the reason for employing a prophet as 
mediator between J" and the people is that the 
people shrank from hearing the voice of J" speak- 
ing to them directly. He spoke the ten words in 
the people's ears at Horeb, but Israel said, 1 Let 
me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, 
that I die not' (18 18 ). An extraordinarily lofty 
place is assigned here to the prophet : his words 
are as much the words of J" as if J" spoke them 
immediately with His own voice (cf. Nu 12 z ). 
But these words of Moses, ' A prophet 6hall the 
Lord your God raise up unto you like unto me,' 
contain other points illustrating the idea of 
'prophet.' The term 'raise up'(cf. Am 2 n ) is 
used of the judges, and in many ways the 
prophets were the successors of the judges. The 
prophet is immediately raised up. The Divine 
act is reflected in his own consciousness in the 
crisis named his 'call.' His position is a personal 
one. He is not a member of a caste inheriting an 
office. He may bo taken from any class : from 
the priesthood, like Samuel, Jer., and Ezek., and 
probably others ; from the aristocracy of the 
capital, like Isaiah; from the population of the 
country townships, like Micah and Urijah of 
Kiriatfi-jearim (Jer 20) ; or from those that followed 
after the flock, like Amos. Women, too, might be 
prophetesses, as Miriam, Deborah, and Huldah 
(2 K 22). The singular ' a prophet ' may be used 
collectively of a line of prophets (Hos 12"), or 
more probably as there was usually only one great 
prophet at one time the reference may be to the 
individual prophet in each age. In the words ' like 
unto me ' the prophet is put on the same plane 
with Moses; and so far as the scope of his func- 
tions extended this is the best definition. It may 
be said that we really do not know what Moses 
was like; and to say that the prophet was 'like 
Moses,' is to explain the unknown by the more un- 
known. We know at least what Moses was thought 
to l)e like in the age of the Deuteronomist and 
earlier — he was one faithful in all God's house (Nu 
12") ; and the prophet's oversight was equally broad. 
Prophecy was not an institution among other insti- 
tutions, like priesthood and monarchy ; it founded 
the monarchy, and it claimed in the name of J" 
to correct and instruct priests as well as kings. 
Tholuck * has defined the prophet as ' the bearer 
of the idea of the theocracy. The definition is 
true in the sense that the prophets do not claim 
to be originators, they have inherited the prin- 
ciples which they teach ; but it touches the prophet 
only on his intellectual side. The prophet was 
more than a teacher, and the theocracy was life 
as well as truth. The prophet was not only the 
bearer, he was the embodiment of the idea of the 
theocracy. This idea, which is that of the com- 
munion of the living God with mankind, was 
realized in him and through him in Israel. 
Though he could be distinguished from Israel he 
was, in truth, Israel at its highest. The prophets 
were not persons who stood as mere objective 
Divine instruments to the people whom they 
addressed ; they were of the people ; the life of 
• Die Prophettn u. ihre Weuiagungen, p. 12. 



the people flowing through the general mass only 
reached its flood-tide in them. Every feeling of 
the people, every movement of life in it, sent its 
impulse up to them ; every hope and fear was 
reflected in their hearts. And it was with hearts 
so filled and minds so quickened and broad that 
they entered into the communion of God. 

One other passage may be referred to which 
expresses very clearly the main element in the 
idea of prophet. In Ex 7 1 J" speaks to Moses, 
' See, I have made thee God to Pharaoh, and 
Aaron thy hrother shall be thy prophet ' (P). In 
Ex 4 W (J) a similar statement occurs, 'He (Aaron) 
shall be thy spokesman to the people ; he shall be 
to thee for a mouth, and thou shalt be to him 
God.' Moses 'inspired' Aaron, and Aaron spoke 
his words to Pharaoh and the people. So all the 
prophets, e.g. Is 30* 31 1 , regard themselves as the 
' mouth ' of J". 

ii. Inspiration.— When Samuel dismissed Saul 
he said to him, 'Thou shalt meet a band of 
prophets ; and the spirit of the Lord will come 
mightily upon thee, and thou shalt prophesy with 
them, and shalt be turned into another man' 
(IS 10 8 - 6 ). The term 'prophesy' describes the 
excited demeanour and utterance of the prophets, 
and the ' spirit ' is regarded as the cause of this. 
Of course, the prophets did not utter mere sounds, 
but words with meaning; but it is the personal 
exaltation of the prophet himself, who has become 
another man, and not specially the contents of his 
utterance, that is ascribed to the ' spirit. ' The man 
on whom the spirit comes, oftener performs deeds 
than speaks words. The ' spirit of the Lord ' came 
on Samson, and he rent the lion as he would have 
rent a kid (Jg 14 6 ) ; it came on Saul, and he slew 
his oxen and sent the fragments throughout Israel, 
calling to war with Amnion (IS ll 6 ) ; similarly it 
came on Gideon (Jg G 84 ), Jephthah (11**), and others, 
and they went out to war and judged Israel. The 
spirit of the Lord suddenly carries Elijah away, 
one knows not whither (1 K 18 12 ), and men fear 
that it may cast him upon some mountain or into 
some valley (2 K 2 16 ) ; and with ' the hand of the 
Lord ' upon him he kept pace with Ahab's 
chariots (1 K 18*). Probably the conception of 
God and that of the spirit of God always corre- 
sponded to one another. In early times God was 
conceived more as a natural than a spiritual force ; 
His operation, even when He might operate on the 
ethical side of man's nature, was physical. Hence 
'spirit' connotes suddenness and violence in the 
Divine operation. When one is seen performing 
what is beyond man to do, or what is beyond him- 
self in his natural condition, both to himself and 
to the onlooker he appears not himself, he is 
another man ; he is seized and borne onward by a 
power external to him— the spirit of the Lord is 
upon him. One under the spirit is always carried 
away by an impulse, sudden, and often uncon- 
trollable. Hence the terms descriptive of the 
spirit's operation suggest suddenness and violence ; 
it ' comes upon ' (Vy oti 1 S 19 s0 - s ), 'comes mightily 
upon' (nVat IS lO 8 - 10 ), 'falls upon' (Ezk 11 s ), 
' descends and rests on ' (mi Nu ll 28 - 88 ), 'puts on' 
a man as a garment (CaV Jg 6 s4 , 2 Ch 24*), * fills ' 
him (Mic 3 h ), and the like. Similarly it is said 
that the ' hand of the Lord' comes upon him (Ezk 
l 3 , 2 K 3 18 ), and overpowers him (Is 8 11 ). All 
these expressions describe the phenomena visible 
to the onlooker, or experienced by the prophet. 
But it is the complex manifestation that they 
describe ; they do not analyze it, nor answer the 
question, Where amidst these phenomena is the 
point at which the spirit operates? 

It is remarkable that in the literary prophets 
little reference is made to the spirit, and the 
references made are rather allusive than formal 
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and direct. Hosea (9 7 ) calls the prophet 1 the man 
of the spirit ' ; Isaiah (30'- 2 , cf . Job 2tf*) uses 4 spirit 
of J'" as parallel to * mouth of J'" ; and Micah (3 8 ) 
declares himself full of power 'by the spirit of 
I J" ' to declare unto Jacob his transgression. * But 
other prophets, including Amos and Jer., do not 
express the idea. The explanation of this fact is 
probably this : in this age the violent excitation 
usual in early prophecy had almost disappeared ; 
it was the violent impulse to speak or act that 
'spirit' particularly connoted, and hence refer- 
ences to spirit are rare. Isaiah on one occasion 
(8 n ) speaks of the ' hand ' of J" being upon him, 
which may refer to some unusual elevation (though 
cf. Jer 15 17 ), but the 'power' which Micah was 
conscious of was probably moral, though whether 
intermittent or not may be uncertain. Some have 
supposed that in this age the spirit was regarded 
as a permanent possession of the prophet, and for 
that reason not specially alluded to.f In Nu ll* 8 
the spirit that was upon Moses is spoken of, part 
of which rested on the elders, and they prophesied. 
Their prophesying was momentary and under great 
excitation; but whether the 'spirit' was considered 
a permanent possession of Moses or not is not clear 
(cf. v.* with v. 1 *). And the same uncertainty re- 
mains with regard to the 'spirit' that was on 
Elijah (2 K 2"*). In Is 11** the spirit of J" is 
said to descend and rest upon the Messiah, giving 
him discernment, counsel, and might in rule, as 
well as the fear of the Lord ; and this spirit would 
seem a permanent possession, though revealing 
itself as occasions required. But the failure of 
the canonical prophets to refer to the spirit is 
scarcely due to their thinking of it as a permanent 
power indwelling in them ; it is rather due to their 
not thinking of the spirit specially at all. The 
cessation of the ecstasy left the prophet his proper 
self ; he was conscious of being an independent 
individual person, and as such he entered into 
•fellowship with God. He was no more driven or 
overpowered by an impulse from without, which 
superseded his proper self ; his communion with 
God was a communion of two moral persons. God, 
it is true, did not speak to him face to face and 
externally as He did to Moses, but He spoke no 
less really to his mind. The nature of the com- 
munion is clear from the dialogues in Is 6 and 
Jer 1. In its full perfection it is seen in Jeremiah, 
who should be taken as the true type of the 
prophet. 

At a later time references to the spirit again 
recur, particularly in Ezekiel. How far the trances 
of Ezekiel were real, being partly due to a natural 
constitutional temperament, and how far they 
are mere literary embodiment of an idea, may be 
disputed. In the latter case the idea they express 
would be the one running through all his pro- 
phecies, the transcendent majesty and power of 
God, and the 'notjiingness of the ' child of man,' 
who is a mere instrument in the hand of God. In 
this late age various ideas of the spirit prevail. 
A prophet like Joel goes back to the early forms 
of prophecy, and reproduces the ancient idea of 
the spirit (2- M - [Heb. V-]). In other passages the 
spirit appears a permanent possession, being like 
the gift bestowed on one when consecrated to an 
office (Is 61 1 ) ; while in others still the spirit seems 
generalized into the Divine enlightenment and 
guidance given to Israel through its leaders and 
prophets all down its history (Is 59 21 63 10 , Hag 2"). 
But amidst some variety of conception certain 
ideas of the spirit always remain : the spirit is 

• Some scholars regard the phrase by the tpirit of J" as an 
explanatory gloss (Well., Xowack, etc.). The sense of riK is 
uncertain ; it may mean with, by the aid of. On 4 1 , Job 26*. or 
it may be accus. sign : ' full of power, even the spirit of J",' RVm. 

t Oiesebrecht, l>ie Beru/tbegabung dtr alttent. Prvph. 



something external to man, something Divine, 
something bestowed by God on man. 

Taking into account what has been said above 
of the ' spirit,' it appears that what has been 
called the prophetic stute varied at different times. 
Two periods can be distinguished, though not 
separated from one another by any sharp line of 
demarcation : the early prophetic period, and the 
period of the literary prophets. (1) In the early 
period mental excitation was common, though the 
excitation might be of various degrees ; self-con- 
sciousness was not lost, and memory of what was 
experienced remained ; the NT rule that ' the 
spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets ' 
was in most cases verified. The revelation in this 
period often took the form of dream and vision. 
The OT couples these two together (Nu 12", Jl 
2* [Heb. 3 1 ]). Dream and vision are not identical, 
but they differ chiefly in degree— the degree to 
which tne senses are dormant, and the conscious- 
ness of what is external is lost, and reflective 
control over the operations of the mind is sus- 
pended. The prophets regard their dreams and 
visions as something objective in the sense that 
they are caused by God (Am l'"-). But in attempt- 
ing to analyze the prophetic mind we must 
remember that dreaming and seeing a vision are 
forms of thinking ; the contents of the dream and 
vision are not objective, as things seen with the 
bodily eye are objective, they are creations of the 
mind itself. Perhaps the best idea of the pro- 
phetic mind in this period or in this condition 
might be got by reflecting on the phenomena of 
the dream. Now, it is in this period that the 
phraseology current all down the prophetic age 
originated, and it is the phenomena of this period 
that it describes — such phraseology as ' see,' 
'vision,' 'hear,' 'the word of the Lord,' and such 
like. In this early time prophets did 'see' and 
had ' visions ' ; they did ' hear ' the ' word of the 
Lord,' just as one sees persons and things, and hears 
words audibly in a dream. The terms truly de- 
scribe the mental experiences of the prophet, and 
are not mere figures of speech. But in the time 
of the canonical prophets visions and dreams 
virtually ceased, though the prophetic language 
still remained in use. It is quite possible that in 
some cases the literary propliets still had visions 
and ' heard ' words, but certainly they use the 
ancient phraseology in a multitude of instances 
when they had no such experience. Jer. alludes 
with aversion to the ' dreams ' of the false prophets. 
It is possible that these dreams were in some cases 
real, being due to the agitations produced by the 
political crises of the time. If so, it is another 
evidence that these prophets still occupied a 
position which the true prophecy had long aban- 
doned. (2) Perhaps the best idea of the mental 
state of the prophet in the purest stage of prophecy 
would be got by considering the condition of the 
religious mind in earnest devotion or rapt spiiitual 
communion with God. Kven the earliest prophets 
intercede with God (Am 7, cf. Ex 32 11 ) ; and Oehler 
has drawn attention to the fact that the com- 
munication of a revelation to them is often called 
'answering' them — the same expression as is used 
in regard to prayer (Mic 3 7 , Hub 2"; Jtr 23 M ). 
The prophets asseverate very strongly that it is 
the word of God which they speak. But it is 
doubtful if any psychological conclusions can be 
drawn from their language. For it is to the 
contents of their prophecies that they refer ; and 
though it might seem strange that they do not 
allude to any mental operations of their own, the 
analogy of the devout worshipper suggests an ex- 
planation. A person in earnest prayer to God 
and communion with Him, though his mind will 
certainly be profoundly exercised, when light 
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dawns on him, or certitude is reached, or conduct 
becomes plain, will also feel and say with certainty 
that it was God who gave him the result he 
reached. It might be rash to say that the experi- 
ence of such a devout mind is perfectly analogous 
to that of the prophetic mind, Dut the analogy is 
probably the nearest that can be found. 

It may be said, therefore : (1) that the prophet's 
mind in revelation was not passive, but in a state 
of activity. Even the ' call ' to prophesy was not 
addressed to a mind empty or unoccupied with the 
interests of the nation. The ' call ' came to the 
three great prophets through a vision (Is 6, Jer 1, 
Ezk 1), but it is recognized that the 'vision' 
contains strictly nothing new ; it is a combination 
of ideas and thought-images already lying in the 
mind. Isaiah, for example, had often thought of 
the Holy One of Israel, the King, previous to his 
vision ; he had often considered the sinfulness of 
the people, which he himself shared ; and no doubt 
he had forecast the inevitable fate of the people 
when J" arose to shake terribly the earth. These 
thoughts probably occupied his mind at the 
moment of his call, for it came to him as he 
worshipped J" in the temple, and beheld His 
glory (cf. also Jer 1 4 " J0 ). Neither can the com- 
pulsion of which the prophets speak be regarded as 
anything physical. Even when Amos says, ' The 
Lord God speaks, who can but prophesy?' the 
constraint is only moral. And similarly when Jer. 
says, ' Thou didst induce (or entice) me, and I was 
induced ' (20 7 ), he refers to the conflict in his own 
mind described in l 4 " 10 ; and even when he speaks 
of the word of J" being as a fire in his bones, com- 
pelling him to speak, when, to avoid persecution, 
ne had resolved to be silent, there is nothing more 
than such moral constraint as was felt by the 
apostles in the early days of the Church, or by 
one now with earnest convictions. Again, the 
allegation, often made, that the prophets did not 
understand their own oracles, can hardly be sub- 
stantiated. The passage 1 P 1 10B - says that the 
prophets ' searched what time or what manner of 
time the spirit of Christ which was in them did 
point unto' ; but first, it speaks of the prophets as 
a body, and of the spirit common to them all. It 
does not say that any prophet searched his own 
prophecies. The apostle probably generalizes the 
instance referred to in I)n 8*, where Daniel searches 
the prophecies of Jeremiah. Further, the point to 
which the search was directed was the time or 
nianner of time, nothing else. And this point, if 
indicated at all, was indicated so obscurely that it 
had to be inferred from the other contents of the 
prophecy (cf. Mt 24 3 '). (2) The kind of operation 
of the prophetic mind when reaching or perceiving 
truth was intuition. In the early times of pro- 
phecy the excitation or comparative ecstasy was 
common. This elevated condition of the intuitive 
mind was natural to an Oriental people, and in 
an early age. It was a thing particularly natural 
when truth was new ; when convictions regarding 
God, and man's duty in moments of great per- 
sonal resjKmsibility or national trial, were for the 
first time breaking on the human mind. But, 
on the other hand, it is equally natural that 
as prophecy became more regular and acquired 
the character of a stable institution, such accom- 
paniments of revelation in the mind would gradu- 
ally disappear. And the same ett'eet would follow 
from the gradual accumulation of religious truths. 
These were no longer altogether new. As funda- 
mental verities they had entered into the conscious- 
ness of the nation. What was new was only the 
application of them to the particular crisis in the 
individual's life or the nation's history, or that 
further expansion of them needful in order to 
make them applicable. But this was always new. 



No truth uttered by a prophet has attained the 
rank of a maxim of reflection or a deduction from ' 
prior truths. The prophet never comes before 
men inferring. His mind operates in another way. 
The truth reached is always a novelty to him, so 
that he feels it to be an immediate communication 
from God. But it is vain to speculate how the 
Divine mind coalesces with the human, or to ask 
at what point the Divine begins to operate. Some 
have argued that the operation was dynamical, 
that is, an intensification of the faculties of the 
mind, enabling it thus to reach higher truth. 
Others regard the Divine operation as of the nature 
of suggestion of truth to the mind. What is to be 
held, at all events, is that revelation was not the 
communication of abstract or general religious 
ideas to the intellect of the prophet. His whole 
religious mind was engaged. He entered into the 
fellowship of God, his mind occupied with all his 
own religious interests and all those of the jieople 
of God ; and his mind thus operating, he reached 
the practical truth relevant to the occasion. 

iu. The False Prophets. — Reference has 
already been made in the historical sketch to the 
so-called false prophets, but the phenomenon of 
false prophecy has points of connexion also with 
the prophetic mind. A hard-and-fast line of de- 
marcation between true and false prophecy can 
hardly be drawn. The fact that prophecy was the 
embodiment of a religious-national spirit accounts 
for what is called false prophecy. When the 
spirit that animated the prophet pursued pre- 
dominantly national ends, he was a false prophet ; 
when the ends pursued were religious and ethical 
the prophet was true, because in the religion of 
J" the national was transient, and the ethical 
abiding. 

In early times men everywhere felt the nearness 
of the supernatural ; the Divine, with its mani- 
festations, was all about them. Those who seemed 
or who professed themselves to be inspired were- 
accepted as being so (cf. the reception given to 
Ehud by the king of Moab, Jg S M -). The spirit of 
the time was not critical ; it was reverent, or, as 
we might now say, credulous. In the first conflict 
which we read of between true and false prophecy 
(1 K 22) the 400 prophets of Ahab were false and 
Micaiah true, but Micaiah did not consider the pre- 
tensions to inspiration of his opponent Zedekinh to 
be false. He was inspired, but it was by a lying 
spirit from the Lord ( 1 K 22 afc s ). This lying spirit 
was put by J" in the mouth of the prophets of 
Ahab that they might entice him to his destruc- 
tion. The explanation given by Ezekiel (Ezk 13. 
14) is similar : J" deceives the prophet that He 
may destroy him and his dupes alike (14*). But 
J'"b deception of the prophets in order to destroy 
them and those who consult them is in punish- 
ment of previous evil (1 K 22 s , Ezk 14 1 ", 2 S 24M. 
A profounder conception of the ethical nature of 
J", and a dislike to regard Him as the author of 
evil (cf. 2 S 24 1 with 1 Ch 21 1 ), combined perhaps 
with a more critical judgment of their content - 

Jioraries, led others to a different explanation. To 
leremiah the false prophet is not inspired by a 
lying spirit from J", ne is not inspired at all. He 
speaks out of his own heart, and has not been 
sent (Jer 2&*- 2, -' a -' x ). Micah goes further and 
analyzes the prophet's motives : he speaks what 
men wish to hear (2 cf. IsSO 10 *-). and for interested 
ends—' When they have something to chew with 
their teeth they cry, Peace ; but whoso putteth not 
into their mouth, they preach war against him ' 
(3 8 ). And the priest Amaziah (Am 7") seems to 
have formed his idea of the prophets as a whole 
from this class. 

There are several kinds of false prophecy of 
little interest except as casting light on the re- 
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ligious condition of the people, e.g. prophecy by 
other gods than J", a thing perhaps not very preva- 
lent in the prophetic age ; and prophecy as a 
professional means of gaining a living. There 
were persons who assumed the hairy mantle and 
affected prophetic phraseology, ne'um J", ' saith J'" 
(cf. Jer 23" y in' Amu ne'iim, Ezk 13*- 7 ), apparently 
for the sake of bread (Mic 3 4 ). It was customary 
to bring presents to the seers and prophets in 
ancient times when people consulted them (1 S 9 s , 
1 K 14 s , 2 K 8 8 '- ; cf. Nu 22* ), and the practice not 
unnaturally led to deterioration in the prophetic 
class. But in relation to the question of the ' pro- 
phetic mind,' the only ' false ' prophecy of interest 
is that which we see among prophets all professedly 
and alike prophets of J". Men who alike regarded 
prophetic truth as something revealed by J" in the 
heart, are found not infrequently to give forth as the 
word of J" conflicting judgments. They advised 
contrary steps in a political emergency, or they 
predicted diverse issnes in regard to some enterprise 
on which they were consulted. Ahab's 400 said, 
' Go up to Haiuoth-gilead, for J" shall deliver it 
into the hand of the king ' ; but Micaiah said, ' I 
saw all Israel scattered upon the mountains' (1 K 
22 ,a - 17 ). Jer. predicted that the Chaldiean suprem- 
acy would last 70 years, while Hananiah prophesied 
that in two years' time the exiles would return, 
with J ehoiachin at their head (Jer 28). To us now, 
with our ideas of the prophet, and looking back to 
him as a great isolated, and almost miraculous 
personage, divinely accredited, two things seem 
surprising, first, that any one should suppose him- 
self a true prophet of J" who was not ; and, second, 
that the people failed to discriminate between the 
true and the false. As to the first point, it is very 
difficult to discover on what plane of religious 
attainment those called false prophets stood, and 

I what kind of consciousness they had. Evidently, 
they had lofty conceptions of J" in some of His 
attributes. 1 hese were perhaps more His natural 
attributes, such as His power, than those of His 
moral being. It is here perhaps that the point of 
difference lies— J" was not to them absolutely or 
greatly a moral being, He was a natural force, and 
His operation in a way magical : they thought His 
mere presence in the temple guaranteed its inviola- 
bility. They were Jehovists, but J" was to them 
greatly a symbol of nationality, and they were 
fervid nationalists. Such feelings coloured their 

! outlook into the future, making them the optimists 
that they were, always crying, Peace and Safety ! 
Further, in whatever way the true prophet was 
assured that he spoke the word of J", the evidence 
was internal. He had the witness in himself. It 
was a consciousness, something positive, but not 
negative. The person who wanted it had no con- 
sciousness of the want. The case is similar to, if 
not identical with, what is still familiar in religious 
experience. 

As to the second point, the people's failure to 
discriminate between the true and false prophets, 
it is evident that they had no criterion by which 
to decide. There was usually nothing in the mere 
prophecy or prediction on one side or the other to 
carry conviction. They had to bring the criterion 
with them in their own minds, i.e. to go back to 
the principles on which the prophecy was based — 
He that is of the truth heareth my words. The 
condition of the people's mind can be observed in 
Jer 18 18 . Here we see that the people believed in 
prophecy as the word of J", and in their prophets ; 
but Jeremiah, who contradicted these prophets, 
they considered a deceiver and no lover of his 
country. Their state of mind appears even more 
clearly from Jer 28. Hananiah predicted that the 
Exile Mould be over in two years, while Jeremiah 
said it would last two generations. Naturally, the 



people gave their voice for Hananiah, and for the 
moment Jeremiah was put to silence. There were 
several things which it has been supposed might 
have served as external criteria of true prophecy : 
(1) the prophetic ecstasy ; (2) miracle ; and (3) fulfil- 
ment of the prediction. Hut all these things when 
used as tests to discriminate between one prophet 
and another were liable to fail. 

(1) The ecstasy in greater or less degree was a 
thing natural to an Oriental people ; in the early 
prophetic period it was common ; it was, however, 
no essential element in prophecy. It was no evi- 
dence that a prophet was true, neither was it any 
evidence that he was false, though if evidence at 
all it was rather evidence that he was false, at 
least in later times, for in the ethical prophecy of 
the 8th century it rarely appears. Ewald, indeed, 
has observed that the ecstasy was liable to be a 
source of false prophecy, for one subject to such a 
condition might think himself inspired by J" when, 
he was not. 

(2) Miracle might certainly be an evidence and. 
test of true prophecy, e.g. in the conditions pro- 
posed by Elijah at Carracl ; but such conditions were 
rarely possible. In the OT miracle means wonder ; : 
it is something extraordinary, nothing more. The 
force of a miracle to us, arising from our notion of 
Law, would not be felt by a Hebrew, because he 
had no notion of natural law. Further, the ancient 
mind was reverent, or superstitious, and felt itself 
surrounded by super human powers. It was not J" 
alone or His servants that could work wonders; 
the magicians in Egypt also did so (Ex 7 ,K:tt 8 T ). 
Again, even when J" empowered one to give a sign 
or wonder, the meaning of the wonder might be 
ambiguous. In Dt 13'* a prophet is supposed per- 
mitted to work a miracle at the same time that he 
advocates worship of other pods than J" ; but the 
miracle so far from authenticating him as true has 
quite another purpose : it is to prove the people 
whether they love J" with all their heart. To one 
who knows and loves J" no miracle will authenticate 
another god. And to all this has to be added the 
fact that from Amos downwards miracle plays 
hardly any part in the history of prophecy (though 
cf. Is"? 11 38 7 *-)> while it was just in the last days of 
the kingdom of Judah that false prophecy was most 
prevalent. 

(3) The test of fulfilment of the prophetic word 
is proposed in Dt 18*'. But this criterion was one 
which was serviceable less to individuals than to 
the people, whose life was continuous and extended. 
As a guide to the conduct of individuals at the 
moment when the prediction was uttered it could be 
of little service. Occasionally predictions were made 
which had reference to the near future, as when 
Micaiah predicted Ahab's defeat at Kamoth-gilead, 
or when Jeremiah foretold the death of Hananiah 
within the year. But usually the prophecies bore 
upon the destinies of the State, and had reference to 
a somewhat indefinite future. This peculiarity per- 
plexed men's minds, and led to the despair or the 
disparagement of prophecy. They said, ' The days 
are prolonged, and every vision failet.li ' ; or if they 
did not go so far they said of the prophet, 'The 
vision that he seeth is for many days to come, and 
he prophesieth of the times that are far ofi" (Ezk 
12 s **). While, therefore, in the prolonged life of 
the people the event might ultimately be seen to 
justify the prophet (Ezk 2 s ), some more immediate 
test was necessary for the guidance of the indi- 
vidual. Such a test is pro|K>sed by Jeremiah. The 
test lies in the relation of the prophecy to the moral 
condition of the people. The prophet who predicts 
disaster and judgment needs no further authenti- 
cation : the nature of his prophecy proves him 
true ; the prophet who prophesies I'eace, let the 
event justify him! (Jer 28* The interesting 
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thing in all this is that so far as religious certitude 
was concerned the people of Israel were exactly in 
the same position as ourselves. Neither the super- 
natural nor anything else will produce conviction 
apart from moral conditions of the mind. This is 
perhaps a truism because the conviction required 
was not mere intellectual belief, but religious faith 
in a person and in H is word. 

False prophets are defined to be those by whom 
J" did not speak, and true prophets those by whom 
He spoke. The definition is true on both its sides, 
and there are instances when nothing more can 
be said. But usually it is possible to go a step 
further back. The opposite way of stating the 
point has also a truth in it : J" did not speak by 
certain prophets because they were false. His 
speaking or not speaking was not a mere occur- 
rence, isolated and in no connexion with the 
previous mind of the prophets and their religious 
principles. It is extremely difficult to realize the 
condition of people's minds at any time in Israel. 
There were many planes of religious attainment. 
There were worshippers of other gods than J"; 
and there were those who combined J" and other 
gods in their worship (Zeph 1). There were wor- 
shippers of J" to whom J" was little more than 
a symbol of their nationality. There were wor- 
shippers of J" who, in addition to regarding Him 
as the impersonation of their nationality, ascribed 
to Him lofty natural attributes, such as power, 
but who reflected little if at all on the moral 
aspects of His being. And there were those to 
whom the moral overshadowed all else, and who 
regarded J" as the very impersonation of the moral 
idea. Scholars will dispute how far moral concep- 
tions of J" prevailed among the people from the 
first, and also how much moral teaching was set 
before them at the beginning. But the great 
lesson-book in which thoughtful men read was the 
national history and fortunes. This was written 
by the finger of God. In the prosperous days after 
David little advance might be made ; men settled 
on their lees. But by and by God sent unto them 
'them that pour off' (Jer 48 12 ). The disasters 
suffered in the obstinate Syrian wars from Omri 
onwards awoke the conscience of men, revealing 
the nature of J", and directing the eye to the 
national sores ; for at all times national disaster 
and internal miseries were felt to be due to the 
displeasure of God (2 S 2V- 24 w , 1 K 17 1 )- Thus, 
though history casts little light on its growth, 
there arose a society educated in the things of 
God, and it was out of this society that the true 
prophets were called ; for the idea that the breadth 
and wealth of religious and moral conceptions in a 
prophet like Amos were all supplied to him by 
revelation after his call, will hardly be maintained. 
Those who stood on a lower plane were not suited 
for the purposes of J", and He did not speak by 
them. They came forward in His name, but it 
was mainly national impulses that inspired them. 

There are three lines on which Jeremiah opposes 
the other prophets : the political, the moral, and 
the personal. (1) The false or national prophets 
desired that Israel should take its place among the 
nations as one of them ; be a warlike State, ride on 
horses, build fenced cities, and when in danger seek 
alliances abroad. Jeremiah and the true prophets 
instead of all these things recommend quiet con- 
fidence and trust in J" (Is 7" 17 7 ). (2) The national 
prophets had not a stringent morality. Jeremiah 
charges some of them with being immoral (Jer 
23"). But what characterized tlieni all was a 
superficial judgment of the moral condition of the 
nation, which was but the counterpart of their 
inadequate conception of the moral being of J". 
The condition of society did not strike them as at 
all desperate. Hence they preached Peace, and 



healed the hurt of the people slightly. On the 
other hand, the words of Micah, ' I am full of power 
to declare to Jacob his transgressions' (3*), might 
be taken as the motto of every true prophet. It is 
possible, even true, that the demands of the true 
prophets were ideal, that they could not be realized 
in an earthly community, that it was the spirit of 
the future yet to be that was reflecting itself in 
their hearts— a future that even to us is still to 
be ; and it is not impossible that the people felt 
this and passed by their words as impossible of 
realization (Jer 2- MS )— a very lovely song of one that 
hath a pleasant voice (Ezk 33 s2 ). (3) With his 
tendency to introspection Jeremiah analyzes his 
own mind ; and that naive feeling of former pro- 
phets, that they spoke the word of J", is to him a 
distinct element of consciousness. He knows that 
he stands in the council of J", and he is certain 
that the false prophets have not his experience 
(23*i. ») n e not hesitate to go further and 
assert that those prophets whom he opposes are 
conscious that they have no true fountain of in- 
spiration within them. Their prophetic manner, 
' saith J",' is affectation (23 s1 ), and there is nothing 
personal in the contents of their oracles, which 
they steal every one from his neighbour (23 s0 ). 
The prophets of this time speak of their 'dreams,' 
and it is possible that the crisis in the nation's 
history agitated them and produced mental ex- 
citation ; but it is evident that they represented a 

rhase of prophecy which had long 'been overcome, 
t is strange that, from the days of Micaiah lien 
Imlah under Aliab down to the fall of the Juda*an 
State, no change seems to have taken place in the 
position and principles either of the true prophets 
or of the false. 

C. The Teaching of the Prophets.— The 
idea of the 'prophet,' one who speaks from God 
(B. i.), leaves a very extended sphere of action to 
the prophet. The prophet is always a man of his 
own time, and it is always to the people of his own 
time that he speaks, not to a generation long after, 
nor to us. And the things of which he speaks will 
always be things of importance to the people of 
his own day, whether they be things belonging to 
their internal life and conduct, or things affecting 
their external fortunes as a people among other 
peoples. And as he speaks to the mind and con- 
sciousness of the people before him, he speaks 
always with a view to influence it. On many, 
perhaps on all occasions, the most powerful means 
of exerting an influence on the mind of his time 
may lie what he is able to reveal to it of the future, 
whether the future be full of mercy or of judg- 
ment ; but whether he speaks of the present or the 
future the direct and conscious object of the pro- 
phet is to influence the people of his own genera- 
tion. For this purpose the prophet reviews, not 
only the forces and tendencies operating in his 
own nation, but all the forces, moral and national, 
operating in the great world outside (Jer l ,u ). 

Influenced partly by the great apologetic use 
made of the prophecies in the NT, interpreters 
were for long accustomed to lay almost exclusive 
stress upon the predictive element in prophecy, so 
that prophecy and prediction were considered 
things identical. The function of the prophet 
was supposed to be to predict the Messiah ana the 
things of His kingdom ; and the use of the pro- 
phecies was to prove that Jesus was the Messiah, 
or more generally to show the supernaturalness of 
revelation. However legitimate such a use of the 
prophecies may be, modern interpreters have 
rightly felt that it failed to take into account a 
very large part of their contents. The religious 
and moral teaching of the prophets was overlooked. 
Hence in modern times a different view has arisen, 
' to the effect that the function of the prophet was 
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to teach moral and religious truth. But this view 
is equally one-sided with the other. To us now to 
whom the apologetic use of prophecy has become 
less necessary, the moral teaching of the prophets 
may seem the most important thing in their pro- 
phecies. But if any prophetic book be examined, 
sneh as Amos or Hos 4-14, or any of the complete 
prophet ic discourses contained in a prophet's book, 
such as Is 1. 5. 6. 2-4, it will appear that the 
ethical and religious teaching is always secondary, 
and that the essential tiling in the book or dis- 
course is the prophet's outlook into the future. 
The burden of the teaching of all the great 
canonical prophets is: (1) that the downfall of 
the State is imminent ; (2) that it is J" who is 
destroying it ; and (3) that the nation which shall 
overthrow it, be it Assyria or Babylon, is the 
instrument of J", the rod of His anger, raised up 
by Him to execute His purpose. And the pro- 

J net's religious teaching regarding the nature of 
and the duty and sin of the people, is sub- 
ordinate, and meant to sustain his outlook into 
the future and awaken the mind of the people to 
the truth of it (cf. above A. iii. 3). This may be said 
also of such a NT prophet as John the Baptist, 
and in a sense even of our Lord. The Baptist's 
theme was, The kingdom of heaven is at hand ; and 
his ethical teaching, Repent ! Bring forth fruits 
meet tor repentance ! was designed to prepare men 
for entering into the kingdom. Ana our Lord's 
theme was the same, the coming of the kingdom 
of (Jod ; and His moral teaching, such as the 
Sermon on the Mount, was intended to show the 
nature of the kingdom and the condition of mind 
necessary to inherit it. Of course, the outlook of 
the prophets was not bounded by the downfall of 
the State. Their outlook embraces also that which 
lies beyond, for the great events transacting around 
them, being all moral interpositions. of J", seem to 
them always to issue in the coming in of the per- 
fect kingdom of God ; and this final condition of 
the people is virtually their chief theme. 

i. General Teaching. — In general, the prophets 
may be characterized as religious idealists, who 
appealed directly to the spirit in man ; who set the 
truth before men and exhorted them to follow it, 
not out of constraint, but in freedom of spirit, 
because it was good, and the will of their God. 
They never dreamed of legislative compulsion. 
The law recognized by Amos is the law of right- 
eousness and humanity written on all men's hearts, 
whether Jew or heathen; the law of Hosea is the 
law of love to Him who had loved the people and 
called His son out of Egypt. The prophets really 
occupied the Christian position ; they demanded 
with St. Paul that men's conduct and life should 
be the free expression of the spirit within them, a 
spirit to be formed and guided by the fellowship 
of God and the thankful remembrance of His 
redemption wrought for them. Later prophets 
perceive that man's spirit must be determined by 
an operation of God, who will write His law on it 
(Jer 31 33 ), or who will put His own spirit within 
him an the impulsive principle of his life (Is 32", 
Ezk 26 ata -). Hence ritual has no place in the 
prophetic teaching, that which is moral alone 
has any meaning. No doubt the prophets assail 
abuses in ritual worship as well as in social life, 
and men more practical than they embody their 
principles in legislative form, for the prophets, 
instead of being mere expounders of the Law, are 
indirectly the authors of the Law ; but when this 
legislation, even though an embodiment of pro- 
phetic teaching, is elevated by authority into State 
or ecclesiastical law, however necessary the step 
might be, it is a descent from the NT position 
occupied by the prophets. 
The special teaching of the individual prophets 



is treated under their resiiective names. Here 
only two or three general points can be alluded 
to. 

(1) The prophets all teach that J" alone is God of 
Israel, and that He is a moral Being, whose accept- 
able service is a religious and righteous life (Mic 6 8 ), 
and not mere ritual (Hos 6", is l lu<r -, Jer T n "-, 1 S 
15 22 ). Questions have been raised whether in these 
points the prophets follow a law, such as the Deca- 
logue, or wliether the moral Decalogue be not, in 
fact, a concentration of their teaching. AH classes 
of the people agreed with the prophets that J" was 
the particular God of Israel, but a theoretical 
monotheistic faith cannot have prevailed among 
the mass of the people. Such a faith, though only 
informally and indirectly enunciated by them, 
evidently prevailed among the prophets from Elijah 
downwards; but how much older the belief may 
be and how widely it was entertained among the 
)»eople, the very scanty history scarcely enables us 
to determine. Perhaps too much stress may be laid 
on the value, particularly in early times of simple 
thought, of an abstract monotheism. What was 
important was the nature of J", the closeness of 
relation to Him which conditioned human life, and 
the worshipper's feeling that Ho was his God ; 
whether other beings to be called gods existed, and 
were served by the nations, was practically of little 
moment. Even the polytheism of the heathen 
sometimes came practically near to monotheism. 
Worshippers usually devoted themselves to one out 
of the many gods known in their country ; they 
usually, therefore, thought of him as god alone, 
and gradually assigned all the distinctive attributes 
of other deities, i.e. virtually of deity, to him. And 
one can conceive how particularism or monolatry, 
the idea that J" was the particular God of Israel 
and of Israelites, may have had in a rude age an 
educative and religious influence which an abstract 
monotheism might not have exerted. To it may be 
greatly due that extraordinary sense of the presence 
of J" in the people's history and the individual's 
life, that personal intimacy with God, characteristic 
of OT religion. 

So far as the loorship of J" is concerned, it is re- 
markable that Elijah, though contending against 
Baal worship, is not said to have assailed the calves. 
The history of Elijah is a fragment, and it may be 
precarious to draw conclusiom. from the historian's 
silence. Even Amos does not refer formally to the 
calves ; he condemns the ritual worship as a whole, 
and threatens with destruction the seats of calf- 
worship ; and his condemnation of the whole prob- 
ably applies to the details ; at least it is wholly 
inept to infer that he saw no evil in the calves. 
Hosea is the first to condemn them expressly, and 
in Judah Isaiah in like manner often assails images 
( Is 2 6 17"). When the early prophets assail the worship 
at the high places, it is the nature of the worship 
that they attack, not the multiplicity of altars. 
But Jer. and Ezek., along with Deut., go further, 
and condemn the high places themselves; they are 
Canaanite and heathen (Dt 12-, Jer 2 7 , Ezk 20*™ ).* 
The prophets' attacks on sacrifice are in opposition 
to the exaggerated worth assigned to ritual by the 
people. Their position is not, as is often said, that 
sacrifice without a righteous life is an abomination 
to J", but rather this : that sacrifice as a substitute. 
for a righteous life is an abomination. It is a 
question of service of J" : and J " desires a righteous 
life so much more than sacrifice, that He may be 
said not to desire sacrifice at all ( Hos 6"). 

(2) Though the prophets use the word 'covenant' 
little down to the timeof Deut. and Jer. , the idea they 
express of the relation of J" and Israel is the same. 
J" says in Am 3" 'You only have I known of all the 

* In Mic 1° LXX reads ' sin of Judah ' for * high places of 
Judah.' 
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families of the earth.' J"'s choice of Israel was a 
conscious, historical act. With this all the pro- 
phets 'agree. No motive is assigned for the choice, 
and no purpose to be served by Israel thus chosen 
is referred to. In Amos for all that appears, the 
choice of Israel is virtually an act of what is called 
sovereignty. In Hosea the act is regarded as due 
to J"'s love (ll 1 ). This makes the act moral, and 
explains it, though the love itself is necessarily in- 
explicable. In Deut. the love is denied to be due to 
anything in Israel, and seems just explained by 
itself (Dt I s ). In Isaiah the idea of a purpose had 
in yiew in the choice begins to appear, J" is the 
universal sovereign, and His making of Israel His 
people was in order that He might be recognized 
as God and alone exalted (2 11 ). In Isaiah sin is 
insensibility to J" the King, levity and self- 
exaltation; and religion is recognition of J" and 
His benefits, a constant consciousness of Him and 
trust in Him. While Jer. shares Isaiah's idea of 
what true religion is (9 M ), he speaks of Israel being 
chosen ' that they might be unto me for a people, 
and for a name, and for a glory.' In other words, 
Israel was chosen that by its character it might 
reflect moral fame upon its God, that is, make 
known J" to the world of men, if not by active 
operations, by showing in its own character the 
nature of its God. The prophet of Is 40 ff. often 
expresses the same idea (43" 44- 3 ), but he adds to 
it the conception of an active operation of Israel in 
making J" known to the nations (Is 42 1 " 4 49 I " 6 60" r ). 
This is the highest generalization regarding Israel's 
place in the religious history of mankind, and the 
purpose of J" in its election. 

(3) The prophets address themselves to the 
nation ; but in appealing to the whole they appeal 
to each individual, though no doubt specially to 
those whose conduct is influential in shaping the 
destiny of the whole. J" chose a nation because 
His idea of mankind, of which He will be God, is 
that of a social organism. It is this organism of 
which He is God. But though the relation might 
seem to be with the ideal unity, it operated in dis- 
posing all the parts making up the unity rightly 
to one another. And in this way each individual 
felt J" to be his God. It is absurd to argue that 
the nationalism of OT religion excluded individual 
religion. But the later prophets feel that a true 
social organism can be created only out of true 
individual members, and they begin to construct 
a whole out of single persons. Many things united 
to work in this direction. The nation no longer 
existed, but the individuals remained, and J" and 
religion remained. Moreover, personal piety, such 
as was seen most conspicuously in Jer., but was not 
confined to him, was a great creative force ; the 
sense of relation to God made powerful men, and 
the sense of the relation in common united them. 
Reflexion also did something. Ezekiel saw the 
practical need of reconstructing a people, and re- 
cognized this to be his task. He felt himself in 
a certain way a Pastor with a care of individual 
souls. And he saw the need of creating independ- 
ent individual personalities by disentangling them 
from the national whole and its doom — ' All souls 
are mine, saith J"; as the soul of the father so also 
the soul of the son.' But, however individualistic 
the operations of the prophets of this age were, 
they never abandon the idea of founding a new 
social organism. Individualism is but the neces- 
sary stage towards this. J" is God of mankind, 
not of an inorganic mass of individual men. 

ii. Predictive Prophecy.— As the prophets are 
absorbed in the destinies of the kingdom of God, 
it will be chiefly momenta in its history and de- 
velopment and its final condition that will form 
the subject of their predictions. They will have 
little occasion to refer to the future of individuals, 



or to predict events in their history. There are 
instances : e.g. Samuel predicted some things that 
would happen to Saul, which the history declares 
did happen (1 S 9. 10). Jer. predicted the death of 
Hananiah within the year, which took place (Jer 
28). But most of the predictions relate to the 
history of the State ana its destinies. Micaiah 
predicted the defeat and death of Ahab at Ramoth- 
gilead(l K 22). Isaiah predicted the failure of the 
Northern coalition to subdue Jerusalem (Is 7) ; he 
also predicted the overthrow in two or three years 
of Damascus and Northern Israel before the Assy- 
rians (Is 8. 17). In like manner he predicted the 
failure of Sennacherib to capture Jerusalem ; while, 
on the other hand, Jer. predicted the failure of the 
Egyptians to relieve Jerusalem when besieged by 
Nebuchadnezzar. And in general, apart from de- 
tails, the main predictions of the prophets regarding 
Israel and the nations were verified in history (e.g. 
Am 1. 2). The chief predictions of the prophets 
relate (1) to the imminent downfall of the kingdoms 
of Israel and Judah ; (2) to what lies beyond this, 
viz. the restoration of the kingdom of God ; and 
(3) to the state of the people in their condition of 
final felicity. To the last belong the Messianic 
predictions. It is Israel, the kingdom and people 
of God, that is properly the subject of prophecy, 
but other nations are involved in its history ; e.g. 
Assyria is the instrument in the hand of J" in 
humiliating Israel, and Babylon is the obstacle 
which has to be removed before its Restoration, 
and thus these kingdoms and others become also 
the subject of prophecy. 

1. Prediction in general. — There are two ques- 
tions in connexion with prophetic prediction wliich 
have given rise to discussion : lirst, how are the 
prophetic anticipations as to the future to be ex- 
plained? and second, what is the explanation of 
the prophet's feeling that the events which he 
predicts, e.g. the downfall of the State, the coming 
of the day of the Lord, and the inbringing of the 
perfect kingdom of God, are imminent? As to 
the first point, it must be obvious that the pro- 
phetic anticipations or certainties cannot be ex- 
plained as the conclusions of a shrewd political 
insight into the condition of the people or the 
nations at the time. Neither can the anticipa- 
tions of the nation's dissolution be the mere 
pessimistic forebodings of a declining and ex- 
hausted age, for the material and political con- 
dition of the North in the time of Amos, and of 
the South in the early days of Isaiah, was not 
such as to suggest such gloomy outlook. And 
least of all can it be pretended that the predic- 
tions are only apparent, being, in fact, written 
post even turn. It has been suggested that the 
human mind, or at any rate some rarely endowed 
minds, possess a faculty of presentiment or divina- 
tion, and that it is to this faculty that the pro- 
phet's anticipations or certainties in regard to the 
occurrence of future events are due. Certainly, 
belief in the possession of such a faculty by 
peculiarly gifted persons has been prevalent in 
different ages and among different peoples, but 
anything like scientific proof of the existence of 
the faculty has probably never been offered. It 
would be remarkable if such a large number of 
persons as the prophets of Israel should all l>e 
endowed with this extraordinary faculty. And 
it would be even more strange if a faculty of this 
kind, the operation of which appears to be blind 
and unrational, should be found to manifest itself 
so generally just in the purest period of prophecy, 
at the time when prophecy had thrown off all 
naturalistic and physical characteristics and be- 
come purely ethical. Probably, if any one of the 
data of this supposed faculty of presentiment were 
analyzed, it would be found to be the result of a 
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complex process. There would be, first, a peculiar 
temperament, suggesting events sad or joyous ; 
then certain facts presented to the mind, ana then 
the unconscious operation of the mind on these 
facts, the whole resulting in the presentiment or 
vaticination. There may be obscure capacities in 
the mind not yet explored ; and there may be 
sympathetic rapports of human nature with the 
greater nature around, and of man's mind with 
the moral mind of the universe, which give results 
by unconscious processes ; and if there be such 
faculties and relations, then we may assume that 
they would also enter into prophecy, for there is 
nothing common or unclean in the nature of man. 
In point of fact such presentiments as we can 
observe to be authentic are chiefly products of the 
conscience or moral reason ; and Jer., as has been 
said, insists that true prophecy in general is based 
on moral grounds and consists of moral judgments. 
And certainly all the prophets, in analyzing their 
intuitions of the future and laying them before 
the people, usually present them in the form of a 
moral syllogism. Thus Mic 3 9ff ', after enumerating 
the misdeeds and oppressions of the heads of the 
house of Israel says, ' Therefore on your account 
shall Zion be plowed like a field.' And Is 5 lur -, 
having described the luxurionsness and ungodly 
levity of his day, says, 'Therefore hath hell en- 
larged her maw.' Everywhere the menacing 
future is connected with the evil past by there- 
fore.* Cf. Am 1. 2. 

The other question, How is it that the prophets 
bring in the consummation and final perfection of 
the Kingdom of God immediately on the back of 
the great events in the history of the people and 
the nations taking place in their own day ? may 
not be susceptible of a single answer. (1) An 
explanation has been sought in what is called the 
perspective of prophecy. Just ns one looking on 
a mountainous region sees a hill which appears 
to rise up close behind another, but when he 
approaches nearer he finds the second to have 
receded a great way from it ; so the prophet sees 

freat events close behind one another, though in 
istory and time they are far apart. This is an 
illustration, but no explanation. The explanation 
is usually found in the theory of prophetic vision. 
But in the literary prophets, vision in any strict 
sense has little place. The prophetic perception, 
however, was of the nature of intuition, and some- 
thing of the peculiarity referred to may be due to 
this. (2) In the period of the canonical prophets 
it is less events that suggest religious ideas and 
hopes than ideas already won that explain events. 
The prophets are not now learning principles, but 
applying them. Their minds are full of religious 
beliefs and certainties, such as the certainty of a 
reign of righteousness upon the earth ; and Kiehui 
has suggested that it is their eager expectations 
and earnest longings that make them feel the 
consummation to be at hand. (3) Another point 
may be suggested. It is only in general amidst 
convulsions that rend society that the prophets 
come forward. These convulsions and revolutions 
were the operation of J", and His operations had 
all one end in view, the bringing in of His king- 
dom, and thus to the prophets these great move- 
ments seemed the heralds of the full manifestation 

* The arguments by which Giesehrecht, Bfru/ibegabung, 13 IT., 
supports the theory of a 'faculty of presentiment' have little 
cogency. This faculty is supposed to reveal itself particularly 
on the approach of death (un 27. 49). The contemporaries of 
most tfreat religious personages have attributed to them a 
prophetic gift. The answer of John Knox to those who credited 
him with such a gift is worth reading : ' My assurances are not 
marvels of Merlin, nor yet the dark sentences of profane pro- 
phecy. But. first, the plain truth of God's word, second, the 
invincible justice of the everlasting God, and third, the ordinary 
course of His punishments and plagues from the beginning, are 
my assurances and grounds.' History, p. 277 (Guthrie's ed.). 



of J". For the movements had all moral signi- 
ficance : they were a judgment on His people, 
which would so change them as to lead into the 
final salvation (Is 29 wr - 30 lvff - 31 Mr -), or they 
were the judgment of the world, removing the 
obstacle to the coming of His kingdom (Is 40 H*.) ; 
and thus the present and the final were organically 
connected, the chain was formed of moral links. 
Further, the prophets appear to entertain and 
operate with general conceptions. Israel is not 
merely a people, it is the people of God. Babylon 
is not only a hostile nation, it is the idolatrous 
world. _ The conflict between them in the age of 
Cyrus is a conflict of principles, of Jehovism and 
idolatry, of truth and falsehood, of good and evil. 
It is not a conflict having great moral significance, 
it has absolute significance, and is final : ' Ashamed, 
confounded, are all of them "that are makers of 
graven images ; Israel is saved with an everlasting 
salvation' (Is 45 18 ). 

2. Messianic Prophecy. — The term Messianic is 
used in a wider and a narrower sense. In the 
wider sense the term is virtually equivalent to 
Esehatological, and comprehends all that relates to 
the consummation and perfection of the kingdom 
and people of God. In the narrower sense it refers 
to a personage, the Messiah, who is, not always, 
but often, a commanding figure in this perfect con- 
dition of the kingdom. The conception of a final 
condition of mankind could hardly have arisen 
before a general idea of the nature of the human 
economy had been reached. Insight into the 
meaning of human history, however, was not 
attained in Israel by reflection on the life of 
mankind, but by revelation of the nature of God. 
God was the real maker of human history. Hence, 
when so broad a view as that of human life or 
history as a whole is taken, it is, so to speak, 
secondary : it is a reflection of the view taken of 
God, of His Being, and therefore of what the 
issue will be when He realizes Himself in the 
history and life of munkind. So soon as the 
conception of the perfect ethical Being of J" was 
reached, there could not but immediately follow 
the idea also that human history, which was not 
so much under His providence as His direct opera- 
tion, would eventuate in a kingdom of righteous- 
ness which would embrace all mankind. The way, 
no doubt, in which this is conceived is that this 
kingdom of righteousness is first realized in Israel, 
and that through Israel it extends to all mankind 
— for the nations come to Israel's light (Is GO). 
But it is the unity of God that suggests to men's 
minds the unity of mankind ; and the moral being 
of God that suggests the moral perfection of man- 
kind. And such ideas hardly prevailed before the 
prophetic age. 

1 he Messianic in the narrower sense is part of 
the general doctrine of the Eschatology of the 
kingdom (see Eschatology). The ' Messianic ' in 
this sense is hardly a distinct thing or hope. The 
Messiah is not an independent figure, unlike all 
other figures or personages, and higher than they ; 
on the contrary, He is always some actual histori- 
cal figure idealized. The term means ' anointed,' 
and only two personages received anointing — the 
king, and possibly the priest ; though no doubt 
the term ' anointed ' was used more generally in 
later times (Ps 10. r > 15 ). The OT is occupied with 
two subjects — Jehovah and the people, and the 
relation between them. The Esehatological per- 
fection is the issue of a redemptive movement. 
Now, the only redeemer of His people is J" — salva- 
tion belongetn unto the Lord. The Esehatological 
perfection is always due to His operation — the 

Srfection consists in His perfect presence among 
is people, for the idea of salvation is the fellow- 
ship of God and men. But, on the other hand, 
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the people are not passive. The goal is set before 
them, and they strive towards it. J" awakens 
ideals in their mind, and aspirations after them ; 
and in contrast to such ideals the imperfections of 
the present are felt, and an effort made to overcome 
them. But it is characteristic of the redemptive 
operations of J" that He influences the people and 
leads them forward, through great personages 
whom He raises up among them. Such persons 
are different in different ages — judges, prophets, 
kings, and the like. These He enlightens so that 
they give the people knowledge, or He endows 
them by His spirit with kingly attributes, so that 
they govern the people aright (Is ll lff - 28 8 32 lfl ), 
and lead them on to the final perfection. But J" 
always remains the Saviour ; and if there be any 
mediatorial personage it is J" in him, the Divine 
in him, that saves. Naturally, the most exalted 
and influential personage is tlie king : he has the 
people wholly in his hand ; the ideal is that he 
reigns in righteousness and secures peace (Is 32 lff- ). 
The Messiah is mainly the ideal King. Thus the 
Kschatological perfection may be supposed reached 
in two ways : Jirst, J" the only Saviour may come 
in person to abide among His people for ever. In 
the earlier prophets His coming is called the day 
of the Ivord — a day of judgment, and eternal salva- 
tion behind the judgment. What precise concep- 
tion the prophets formed of the coming of J" may 
not be easy to determine. But it was not merely 
a coming in wonderful works, or in the word of 
His prophets, or in a spiritual influence upon the 
people's minds, it was something objective and 
personal. In later prophets, such as Ezek. and the 
post-exile prophets, it was a coming to His temple ; 
and when He comes Jerusalem is called Jehovah 
Shammah, ' the Lord is there' (Ezk 48 s8 , Hag 2 7fl \ 
Mai 3 1 ). Examples of such representations are Is 
401-n < f| ie L ort i cometh with might, his arm 
ruling for him ; the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,' and 
Ps 102 15 ' 16, M . But, secondly, sometimes the mani- 
festation of J" is not considered immediate and in 
person : He is manifested in the Davidic king. 
The Davidic king may then be called Immanuel, 
'God with us,' and El Gibbor, *God mighty' 
(Is 7. 9. 11). In NT both these classes of passages 
are interpreted in a Messianic sense. To NT 
writers Christ had approved Himself as God mani- 
fest in the flesh, and even such passages as were 
s|K>ken by the OT writer of J" are regarded as 
fulfilled in Him and spoken of Him, for no dis- 
tinction was drawn between these two things (e.g. 
Is 40 1 - 11 in Mk l a , Ps 102 in He V s -). 

(a) The Monarchy. —J" is represented at all 
times as Saviour ; and this idea is of special im- 
portance, because it lays the foundation for both 
the work and person of the Messiah, as the word 
is ordinarily used. During the monarchy the 
prominent ligure in the salvation of the people or 
in ruling it when saved by .1" is the Davidic King. 
The true king of Israel is J" : Israel is the king- 
dom of God ; and this is a general eschatological 
idea, suggesting what the kingdom will be when 
it is fully realized and J" truly reigns (Ps 96-99). 
But it is the Davidic monarchy that is Messianic 
in the narrower sense. This unites two lines— the 
Divine and the human. The Davidic king is the 
representative of J" ; truly to represent Him, J" 
H imself , the true king, must be in him and manifest 
Himself through him (Is 9 1 ; 6 ll 1 *). But, on the 
other hand, both David and his rule were suggestive. 
(1) He was himself a devout worshipper of J", 
endowed with the spirit of the knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord (Is 11-). (2) He subdued the 
peoples and extended the limits of his kingdom 
till for that age it might be called an empire, 
suggesting the universality of the kingdom of God 



(Ps 2« 72^-, Zee 9 10 ). (3) His rule was just and 
the end of his reign peaceful, suggesting the idea 
of a ruler perfectly righteous, and a reign of peace 
(2 S 23 Sff , Is 9» 7 2*, Mic 5 a , Ps 72 s - 7 , Zee 9 10 ). (4) 
Finally, he founded a dynasty, which suggested 
the idea of the perpetuity of the rule of his house 
over the kingdom of J" (Is 9 7 , Ps 72f). Such 
points may not have struck men's minds in David's 
own age, but in later and less happy times, when 
his reign was idealized, they were noticed, and 
entered into the conception of the future king and 
kingdom of J". The promise given by Nathan to 
David takes up the first and fourth of these points 
— the close relation between J" and those of David's 
house who shall sit upon the throne, and the per- 
petuity of the rule of his family (2 S 7 ,Hr ). This 
promise is the basis of all subsequent prophecy 
regarding the Davidic king. Such passages as 
Ps 2 take up the promise, ' I will be to liim a 
father, and he shall be to me a son,' while the pro- 
phecies Is 7-11 are founded on the promise, *Thy 
throne shall be established for ever.' It was during 
the Syro-Ephraimitic war (B.C. 735 f.) that the idea 
of a special future king of David's house was 
expressed by Isaiah. The Northern coalition 
meditated the deposition of the Davidic dynasty, 
but the prophet's faith in the promises given to 
David enabled him to foresee that though his 
house should share the humiliations of the people 
and be cut down to the ground, yet out of the 
root of Jesse a new shoot would arise on whom the 
spirit of the Lord would rest (Is 11). From this 
time forward there is a special Messianic hope, 
that is, the hope of an extraordinary king out of 
the house of David. This hope, though in some 
periods not referred to, continues to prevail to the 
end of the people's history. Subsequent prophets 
repeat, but add little to, Isaiah's ideas, e.g. Mic 
4. 5 (though the age of the passages is disputed), 
Jer 23"- 6 30 9 , Ezk 17 aa B4 34^- 37 a *\ Prophets 
prior to Isaiah, as Am 9 n , Hos 3 5 , do not seem yet to 
have reached the idea of a special king of David's 
house ; and other prophets before the Exile, Nahum, 
Zephaniah, and Habakkuk, though some of them 
refer to the final condition of the people and the 
world, do not allude to an expected future king.* 

(6) The Exile. — After the destruction of the 
monarchy and the abasement of the Davidic 
house the hope of a great ruler out of that house 
for a time disappears {e.g. in Is 40 ff.). The 
general eschatological hope of the perfection and 
telicity of the people is even more brilliant than 
before, but no great personage is referred to as 
ruler of the saved people. J" Himself is the 
Saviour and the everlasting King, who feeds His 
flock like a shepherd (Is 40 1 '). And the sure 
mercies of David — the privileges and the mission 
of the Davidic house — are now transferred to 
the people (Is 55 s '-). Circumstances turned the 
thoughts of the prophets in other directions. 
God's providential treatment of Israel suggested 
to them new conceptions. They reflected on the 
meaning of the history of Israel and its sufferings, 
and on its place in the moral history of mankind. 
And there arose the great conception of 'the 
Servant of the Lord.' The phrase expresses the 
highest generalization on the meaning of Israel in 
the religious life of mankind — Israel is the Servant 
of J" to the nations, to bring to them the know- 
ledge of God. Scholars do not universally accept 
this interpretation, but they agree that the ideas 
expressed by the prophet in regard to the Servant 
have been more tnan verified in Christ. Of these 
ideas the two chief are : first, that the Servant is 
the missionary of J" to the nations — he bringeth 
forth right to the nations, that the salvation of J" 
may be to the ends of the earth (Is 42 w 49 1 ' 8 etc.) ; 
• The Tarjrum interprets Hoe 3 s of the Messiah. 
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and second, by his sufferings he atones for the 
sins of the members of the people (Is 53, cf. 40*). 
The Servant is the * word 1 and spirit of J" incar- 
nated in the seed of Abraham. This incarnated 
word will yet redeem all Israel and be the light of 
the nations. Here again it is the Divine that saves ; 
the word of .1", the true knowledge of the true 
God, implanted once for all in the heart of man- 
kind in Israel, which will accomplish that whereto 
it is sent (Is 55 w ). As Delitzsch remarks, the 
Servant of the Lord, though strictly not a Mes- 
sianic figure at all in the narrower sense, contri- 
butes more elements, and those of the profoundest 
kind, to the Christological conception realized in 
our Lord than all other figures together. The 
ideal of the Davidic king is that of a ruler just 
and compassionate, whose rule secures righteous- 
ness and peace and the wellbeing of the poor and 
meek (Is ll 1 '*) : whether in Is9 1 " 7 he be the saviour 
or only ruler of a people saved by J" may be dis- 
puted. But in connexion with the Servant of the 
Lord deeper conceptions appear, such as that of 
atonement for sin through the Buffering of the 
guiltless, and the idea that the highest glory is 
the reward of him who loses his life for others 
(Is 53'*). In former prophets, who foresee both 
the rejection and the restoration of the people, 
the restoration is unmediated by any atonement 
beyond the people's repentance : God forgives 
their sins of His mercy and restores them. In 
Deutero- Isaiah the Servant atones for the sins of 
the people, and their restoration follows. Former 
prophets, owing to the people's misconceptions of 
the meaning of ritual, assail the sacrifices; Deut.- 
Is. combines the sacrificial idea with the sufferings 
of the Servant, lifting the idea out of the region 
of animal life into that of human life. These two 
figures, the Davidic king and the suffering Servant, 
supply the chief contents of the idea of the Chris- 
tian Messiah. It is strange how little impression 
the conceptions of the prophet of the Exile seem to 
have made upon those who followed him. While 
his universahsm — the idea that Israel is the mis- 
sionary of J" to mankind that His salvation may 
be to the end of the earth — entered into the 
thought of the people and profoundly influenced 
it, his conception of atonement through the inno- 
cent bearing the sins of the guilty hardly if at all 
reappears. There may be a far-off echo of it per- 
haps in the Rabbinic idea that the merit of great 
saints may avail for others. In the OT period the 
.suffering Servant was never identified with the 
Davidic king. The idea that the royal Messiah 
sutlers for the sins of his people does not appear. 
No doubt Immanuel, who appears amidst the 
Assyrian desolations, shares the hardships of his 
generation, living on thick milk and honey like all 
those left in the land (Is 7) ; and in Zee 9* Zion's 
king shares the character of the saved people, 
being meek and lowly and a prince of peace, but 
nothing is said of suffering in behalf of others. 

(c) Post-exile Period. — At the Restoration the 
general eschatological hope, as it appears in Haggai 
and Zechariah, was that so soon as the temple 
was finished J" would return to it in glory ; at His 
manifestation He would shake all nations, who 
would turn to Him, and His universal kingdom 
would come (Hag 2", Zee l Wff - 2 loff ). Side by side 
with this hope, however, the more special Mes- 
sianic hope of a ruler from David's house also 
appears (cf . Ezk 34 11 - **). This ruler appears to be 
Zerubbabel (Hag 2*" ). But with the Restoration 
the priest becomes more prominent. The calami- 
tous history of the nation sank deep into the 
popular mind, and seemed to be the seal set to 
the prophetic teaching regarding the people's sin. 
And from henceforth the sense of sin in the 
people's mind was deeper ; and that view of sacri- 



fice according to which it was a propitiation for 
sin assumed a larger prominence, and the other 
idea of it as a gift for God's acceptance sank pro- 
portionally. It was really the nation's history 
that impressed men with the sense of their sinful- 
ness rather than the ceremonial enactments of the 
ritual law. The developed ritual expressed the 
new conscience of sin, it did not create it. The 
royal and the priestly now appear*united in the final 
ruler. In Ps 110 he is a crowned priest. In the 
passage Zec6'" 13 it is uncertain whether the Branch 
(the Davidic ruler) is to be 'a priest upon his 
throne' or to have a priest associated with him 
(RVm). But the Davidic king continues to be the 
Messianic figure of the post-exile period, e.g. in 
Ps 2. 72 — both late passages — Zee 9, and par- 
ticularly in the Psalms uf Solomon (Ps 17. 18, 
c. 100-50 B.C.). A great part of the Psalter is 
eschatological in the general sense. The Psalmists' 
minds are filled with the eschatological ideas of the 
prophets, now become the faith of the people — the 
idea of the manifestation of .1", the judgment of 
the world, the redemption of the people of J" and 
their eternal blessedness, with tne participation 
of the nations in their salvation ; but it is only in 
a few psalms that the personal Messiah is referred 
to, e.g. Ps2. 72. 110; cf. 89. 132. It is uncertain 
when the title Messiah began to be given to the 
expected future king. The term can scarcely have 
been a proper name or special title for the future 
king in the time of the Exile, for Deutero-Is. uses 
it of the Persian king, ' Thus saith the Lord to his 
anointed (in\#p messiah), to Cyrus' (Is 45'). But 
the name was used quite currently of the expected 
king or saviour in the age of Christ, for even the 
woman of Samaria employs it, * I know that Mes- 
siah coraeth ' ( Jn 4*). The title has been supposed 
by some to be given to the expected king in Dn 9*, 
but more probably it is applied there to some high 
priest. It was perhaps Ps 2 that suggested the 
special application of the title to the expected 
king, ' The kings of the earth set themselves 
against the Lord and his Messiah.' The title ' Son 
of God ' seems taken from the same psalm, l>otli 
being employed in St. Peter's confession, 'Thou 
art the Messiah, the Son of the living God.' The 
psalm is based on Nathan's prophecy, and appears 
to be a directly Messianic passage, and probably 
belongs to a late date. The only creative book 
in post-exile times is Daniel. Chap. 2 is eschato- 
logical in the general sense, the. stone cut out from 
the mountains that brake in pieces the image 
being a symbol of the kingdom of God which shall 
destroy the world-kingdom in its successive his- 
torical forms. It is less certain whether this 
general point of view ba maintained in ch. 7, or 
whether the personal Messiah ba referred to in the 
phrase 'a son of man.' The former interpretation 
is the more probable, the expression 'a son (or, 
child) of man,' i.e. a man, lieing used as a symltol 
of 'the people of the saints of the Most High' to 
whom the kingdom is given. The spirit of man 
shall animate this kingdom, whereas the kingdoms 
of the world are animated by the spirit of the wild 
beast. Very soon, however, the phrase 'son of 
man' was interpreted to mean the Messiah, as 
appears from the Bk. of Enoch.* 

The Messianic is usually held to circle round the 
three great figures— the prophet, priest, and king. 
But the basis is broader than this : the Messianic 
age being the time of the perfection of the people 
of God, any factor that enters into the life of men 
as an essential element of it may be idealized and 

* There has been considerable controversy lately over the 
meaning of the phrase ' tlfe son of man ' in the Gospels ; cf. 
Wellhausen, Skuzeu, vi. iss ; Schmiedel in Protest. .Vonats- 
he/te, 1S9H; Lietzmann, Metueheimohn, 1896; Dalman, MVffl 
Jem, p. 191. See L. A. Muirheud in Expos. Timet, Nov., Dec. 
1899 ; and art. Son of Man. 
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made prominent. The prophet or prophecy is 
typical of the general eschatological state of the 
people of God, for then J" will pour out His spirit 
on all flesh (Jl 2**, Jer 31", Is 54 13 ), and the prayer 
of Moses, ' Would that all the Lord's people were 
prophets ! ' shall he answered. But otherwise the 
prophet is not directly a Messianic figure (on Dt 
18 u see above in B. i.) ; he is the herald of the 
advent of J" to Zion (Is 40 s ) or to His temple (Mai 
3 1 ). The Servant of the Lord is in a lofty sense a 
prophetic figure ; but he is not a prophet like other 
prophets with a message for any particular time or 
circumstances, nor does he give particular teaching 
or predict particular events. He is the bearer of 
the whole revelation of the true God, the ' word ' 
of God incarnate (Is 49 ,ff -), and therefore prophet 
of J" to the world.* The priest or priesthood is 
also predictive of the general eschatological con- 
dition of the people, for ' they shall be a kingdom 
of priests and an holy nation ' (Ex 19 6 ), the two ideas 
suggested by priesthood being holiness and privilege 
to draw near to God (Nu 16 s ). But even in Zee 3"- 9 
the atoning function of the priest appears still only 
typical of J'"s own act of forgiveness, who will 
remove the iniquity of the people in one daj\ The 
Servant of the Lord makes himself an ottering for 
sin (Is 53 IU ), but he does not appear to be regarded 
as a priest. Besides these three great figures, 
however, there is another who contributes to the 
perfect ideal realized in Christ, viz. the saint or 
holy one, that is, the individual righteous man. 
It is particularly the personal character and ex- 
perience of this figure, his faith in God, his struggles 
with adversity and death, his hopes of immortality, 
that come prominently to the light. It is he who 
says in Ps 16, ' I have set the Lord ever before me : 
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be 
moved. For thou wilt not give over my soul to 
Sheol ; nor suffer thine Holy One to see the pit.' It is 
he also who speaks in Ps 40, ' Sacrifice and ottering 
thou wouldst not. Then said I, Lo, I am come to 
do thy will, O my God ; yea, thy law is within my 
heart. I have preached righteousness in the great 
congregation.' In Ps 22P a speaker says, * Twill 
declare thy name unto my brethren : in the midst 
of the congregation will I praise thee. For he 
hath not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the 
afflicted, nor hid his face from him.' The ideas in 
this passage differ from those in Is 53. The afflic- 
tions of the sufferer are not borne for others. But 
he suffers innocently .and wrongly ; and the inter- 
position of J" to deliver him is so signal, and gives 
such a revelation of what J" is, that they that 
behold it turn unto Him — all the ends of the earth 
shall remember, and turn unto the Lord (v. i7 ). 
Such lofty expectations were scarcely likely to be 
connected witli any individual personage, however 
outstanding ; more probably the sufferer in the 

Salm is the true people of J" personified, as in 
eutero- Isaiah. 

In a sense, great part of the OT is Messianic. 
For it is just the peculiarity of OT that it struck 
out lofty moral and redemptive ideals, on occasions 
the most diverse, and in connexion with personages 
and in circumstances very various. These ideals 
were ultimately combined together to express the 
bein<j of Him who was the ideal on all sides. But 
this Messianic of OT was, so to speak, unconscious. 
The writers had not the future king in their mind. 
They were speaking of other persons, or they were 
uttering presentiments, or what seemed to them 
religious necessities, or projecting forward brilliant 
spiritual hopes and anticipations. There was a 
spirit in them broader than the hope of a future 
person— a spirit as broad as the kingdom of God in 

• By the time of Dcutero-Isoiah the idea of the ' word' of God 
had become centralized ; it is the true knowledge of the true 
God, and this is the torah of the Servant to the nations. 



all its needs, in all its endowments, and in all the 
possible height of its attainment. The history of 
the people's mind from the Restoration onward is 
mainly the history of a reflection on these ideals. 
They tried these ideals by the conditions of the 
present, and found that they and the present world 
were incompatible, and they projected them into 
the future, and thus the ideals became prophetic. 
Further, they had received the hope of a great 
deliverer, and he became a centre around whom 
the ideals, whether of glory or holiness or even of 
suffering, could be gathered, and they attached 
them to him. The woman of Samaria, for ex- 
ample, regards the Messiah as one that 'will 
declare unto us all things.' 

Kinds or Messianic Passages. — The question put in regard to 
any passage by historical exegesis is, What did the Heb. writer 
mean? What personage had he in his mind in the passage? 
There may thus be several classes of Messianic prophecies. 
(1) Directly Messianic prophecies. In these the prophet or writer 
had the expected future Messiah actually present to his own 
mind. Examples are Is 7. 9. 11, Mic 4. 5, Jer 233-6 30 s , Ezk 
1722-84 84»ff. 37*2 w, Zee 3» 6>3 gwr., pg 2. 72. 110, and other 
passages. Is 7 is denied by many to be Messianic (see ImmanublX 
while Is 9. 11, though generally admitted to be Messianic, are 
held by some to be later than Isaiah (see Isaiah). In Is 9. 11 it 
is not taught that the Messiah is God, but that J" is fully 
present in him. The general eschatological idea was that the 
presence of J" in person among men would be their salvation ; 
the prophet gives a particular turn to this general idea, repre- 
senting that J" shall be present in the Davidic king. The two 
are not identified, but J" is fully manifested in the Messiah. 
The passage goes very far ; and though the Christian doctrine 
of incarnation contains a positive conception in it which OT 
saints did not reach, theology is obliged to limit that positive 
by negations which seem rather to neutralize it ; and though 
the phrase ' became ' man is used, it is affirmed at the same 
time that the two natures remained distinct, and that the 
Divine suffered no change and no confusion or composition with 
the human. (2) Indirectly Messianic passages. These are 
passages in which the writer had some OT officer or personage 
in his mind, but spoke of him according to the idea of his office 
or function or character ; and this ideal is transferred to Christ 
in the NT, as being actually realized only in Him, or at least in 
Him first. Examples are what is said of ' man ' in Ps 8, of Israel 
as Servant of the Lord in Is 40 ff., Ps 22, of the 'prophet' in 
Dt 18, of the saint or holy one in Ps 10. 40, and much else. Such 
passages are sometimes called typically Messianic, the idea, 
being that OT personages, such as king, prophet, and the like, 
were types, that is, designed prophetic suggestions, of the 
Messiah in some of his essential redemptive functions or ex- 
periences. The exegesis of Calvin gave vogue to this method of 
interpretation, and applied it to passages to which it is scarcely 
applicable, e.g. Ps 2. 72. According to this interpretation Ps 2 
is supposed spoken of some actual king of Israel ; but as its 
language transcends what was verified in any ordinary king, it 
had a more proper fulfilment in Christ. Ps 2, however, could 
hardly have been spoken of an actual king ; the universalism of 
its ideas, e.g. ' the kings of the earth ' who oppose J" and His 
Anointed, the extent of the King's inheritance as the Son of J", 
viz. r the nations' and 'the ends of the earth,' and the final 
kindling of J"'s anger, all mark it out as an eschatological and 
directly Messianic passage. The same is true of Ps 72. Very 
confused language is used by interpreters in regard to these 
so-called typical prophecies (see Expositor, Nov. 1878). NT does 
not recognize any class of indirect Messianic prophecies, for God 
being the speaker in the OT the person in whom the language was 
fulfilled must be the person of whom it was spoken. So far as the 
Heb. writer is concerned, he had in his mind either the expected 
future Messiah, or be had some OT person. In the latter case, 
if his language transcends what could be realized in the OT 
personage, he spoke ideally, that is, according to the religious 
idea of the personage or his function or his experience. 

D. Interpretation and Fulfilment. — 
There are certain peculiarities in the language and 
thought of the prophets which have to be taken 
into account in interpreting their writings, and in 
considering how their predictions or constructions 
of the future have been or will be fulfilled. These 
peculiarities so struck early writers on prophecy 
that they devoted great attention to them, fancy- 
ing that the prophetic writings were constructed on 
a particular plan, which had special purposes in 
view. Hence they speak greatly of what tney call 
the ' structure ' of prophecy, and lay down elaborate 
rules for the way in which prophecies relating to a 
distant future must have been expressed, in order 
that when fulfilled they might be recognized to 
have been genuine supernatural predictions.* The 
* e.g. John Davison, Discourse* on Prophecy. 
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language also, as well as the form, was thought to 
differ from that of ordinary literature, symbols 
being greatly used instead of plain expressions. 
This artificial way of regarding the prophecies was 
greatly due to the apologetic or evidential use 
made of them. But there is nothing in the form 
of the prophecies so special that it deserves the 
name of 'structure'; neither is symbol to airy 
great extent employed instead of ordinary lan- 
guage. The prophets were practical teachers, such 
as we might expect men or their nation and time 
to be, and their prophetic addresses are cast in 
the form that would Iks most easily understood by 
their hearers. They were usually men of powerful 
imagination, and hence their language is poetical 
and to some extent figurative ; and they were men 
living under a particular kind of constitution or 
dispensation, and in certain conditions of the 
world, and their ideas naturally are clothed in the 
forms suggested by their 01 constitution, and 
those conditions of the ancient world in which they 
lived. This OT constitution and these conditions 
of the ancient world have passed away, but the 
religious ideas and truths expressed by the prophets 
still remain and live. Obviously, to interpret the 
prophets we must read them literally, endeavour- 
ing to throw ourselves back into their circum- 
stances and the conditions of the world around 
them, and into their mind in such conditions: if 
we fail to do this, and fasten our attention only on 
their ideas and truths as valid for other times than 
theirs, we do not interpret but only apply their 
prophecies. Some points bearing on fulfilment 
may be briefly alluded to. 

i. The prophecies are poetical. They are not 
poetical in so strict a sense as books like Job and 
the Fsalms are : the parallelism is not so exact, 
and the lines are not so uniform in length. Many 
parts of the early prophets are no doubt poetical 
even in form, and some modern commentators 
make great efforts to bring the present text of the 
prophecies into strictly poetical measure, assuming 
that it had this form originally ; but their opera- 
tions appear in many cases to be arbitrary. The 
approximation to poetical form appears less in later 
prophets, though the style still remains elevated. 
Though poetical the prophecies are not allegorical. 
When Is 2, for example, says that the day of the 
Lord shall be on all lofty mountains, and on all 
cedars of Lebanon and oaks of Bashan, these 
things are to be understood literally, and not 
allegorized into things human, such as great States, 
the higher ranks of society, or persons of eminence. 
Neither are the prophecies written in symlwlical 
language. It has been said, for example, that 
'mountain' in prophecy is a symbol for kingdom, 
and the like.* There is no evidence for this. 
1 Mountain ' is a figure for any great obstacle in 
the way (Is 40 4 41'*, Zee 4 7 ) of whatever sort it be, 
but is no stereotyped symbol for kingdom. A 
beginning of fixed symbolism is made in Daniel, 
where ' horn ' is a symbol for king or kingdom, 
and the usage is continued in the Apocalypse ; but 
in Zee 1 u ' horn ' is still merely a figure for any 
instrument of pushing and overthrow. The pro- 
phecies are poetical iu the sense that they are 
imaginative and often ideal. Thus, in predicting^ 
the destruction of some great city at present full 
of life, the prophet will draw a picture of desola- 
tion with all its mournful characteristics — ' their 
houses shall be full of doleful creatures ; wolves 
Bhall cry in their castles, and jackals in the 
pleasant palaces' (Is 13' Jl ) ; 'the pelican and the 
porcupine shall lodge in the chapiters thereof 
(Zeph 2 U , Is 34 1Sff -). Such passages merely express 
the idea of complete desolation ; the details are 
not predictions, but part of the expression of the 
• Fairbalrn, On Prophecy, p. 498. 



idea. Similarly, in predicting the capture of 
Babylon by the Medes the prophet gives an ideal 

Cicture of the sack of a city — ' their infants shall 
e dashed in pieces, and their wives ravished' (Is 
13 16 ). We know that these things did not actually 
happen, for Cyrus entered Babylon 'in peace.' In 
some cases it may be difficult to say whether a 
passage be of this ideal kind, or be merely of the 
nature of a threat, e.g. Am 7" spoken of Jeroboam, 
and Jer 22 l8f - of Jehoiakim. A margin of un- 
certainty will remain in connexion with these 
ideal prophecies. The details given in the pro- 
phecy form a true and natural picture of such a 
tiling as that predicted, and some of them may be 
realized, and the question may be put, Are these 
details thus realized to be regarded as a fulfilment 
of the prediction, or are they merely due to the 
nature of the case ? Under the belief that in such 
prophecies the details are merely an expression of 
the idea, and that the idea exhausts the predic- 
tion, Dr. Arnold propounded a theory of fulfilment 
cx abundant*, tor example, the prophecy Zee 9" — 
'Behold, thy King comelh unto thee; lowly, and 
riding upon an ass,' merely by its detnils expresses 
the idea that the Messiah will not be a man of war, 
but humble and a prince of peace, and would have 
been fulfilled in Christ's mind and bearing, though 
none of the external details had been verified ; the 
fact that Christ entered Jerusalem riding on an 
ass was a fulfilment ex abundant i, and due to a 
special providence of God.* Of course, the special 
fulfilment in this case may have been intentional 
on the part of Christ. In that case we must 
suppose that Christ's consciousness of being the 
Messiah spoken of was so powerful that it prompted 
Him to act in the character described. His action 
was merely His consciousness expressing itself by 
an irresistible impulse ; it was not a matter of 
calculation intended to impress the multitude. 

ii. Another thing which might modify fulfil- 
ment was this : the prophecies were designed to 
influence the conduct or the people ; they were 
moral teaching, of the nature of threats or pro- 
mises, which might be revoked or fulfilled accord- 
ing to the demeanour of those to whom they were 
addressed. Thus Jer 26 M says, ' The Lord sent me 
to prophesy against this city all the words which 
ye nave heard. Now therefore amend your ways, 
and obey the voice of the Lord your Cod ; and the 
Lord will repent him of the evil which he hath 
pronounced against you.' Prophecy was to such 
an extent moral, and meant to influence men's 
conduct, that threatening* of evil were rarelv 
absolute. Jonah predicted in what seemed an' 
absolute manner the destruction of Nineveh in 
forty days; but on the repentance of the people 
the threatened evil was averted. Jer 18 expressly 
formulates the moral and contingent character of 
prophecy, saying, in the words of J", 'At what 
time I shall speak concerning a nation, to (duck 
up and destroy it ; if that nation, against whom I 
have pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent 
of the evil which I sought to do unto them. And 
at what instant I speak concerning a nation to 
build and plant it ; if it do evil in my sight, I will 
repent of the good wherewith I said I would 
benefit them. Now therefore go, speak to the 
men of Judah, Behold, I frame evil against vou : 
return ye now every one from his evil way.' This 
moral character of prophecy was well understood 
in Israel, as appears from the intervention of the 
elders in behalf of Jeremiah : ' Then rose up 
certain of the elders, and said, Micah the Morash- 
tite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah, saying, 
Zion shall be plowed like a field ! Did Hezekiah 
and all Judah put hiin to death ? Did they not 

* ' Two Sermons on the Interpretation of Prophecy ' in 
Sermont, vol. i. p. 378, London, 1845. 
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fear the Lord, and ent-reat his favour, and the Lord 
repented him of the evil which he had pronounced 
against them ?' (.ler 28' 7 ). The principle was also 
well understood in the early Church, for Jerome 
remarks that many of the prophecies were given, 
' not that they should, hut that they should not, 
be fulfilled.' They were threatenings of evil 
designed to influence conduct and avert the very 
evils threatened. There were, no doubt, prophecies 
which were absolute. The promises of God were 
so ; those that contained statements of His grace, 
as that the house of David should for ever bear 
rule in His kingdom, and many others which de- 
pended on His will alone. Even some of these 
contained an element of contingency in them, to 
this extent, that the conduct of men might retard 
although not invalidate their fulfilment ; while on 
the other hand threatenings, though long delayed, 
might eventually be fulfilled because men perse- 
vered in their evil ways or returned to them. 

Moreover, another thing is evident: moral threats 
or promises could be made only to a subject also 
considered moral. The predictions of the prophets 
against foreign nations, though often having the 
form of threats against their capital city or their 
land, are really not directed against these material 
things, but against what might be called the 
national personality, the moral subject which the 
nation was, with its spirit and influence in the 
world of the prophet's day. The prophets deal 
only with moral forces ; to them there are no other 
forces. The world is a moral constitution, and 
States are moral personalities. Ezekiel conceives 
them as existing after their disappearance from 
the world, just as individual persons do after 
death. It is this national personality that prophecy 
threatens with destruction ; and when Babylon, 
for example, came under the power of the Persians, 
the prophecies against it were fulfilled, although 
not a brick was thrown down from its walls nor 
a bar broken in one of its brazen gates. These 
material things, no doubt, embodied and expressed 
the spirit of Babylon ; but they were nothing in 
themselves, and might equally embody and express 
the wholly different moral personality of the 
Persians.* In point of fact, the material details 
of the prophecies against the nations were in 
many instances not verified. Is 17 1 says, ' Behold, 
Damascus is taken away from being a city, and 
it shall be a ruinous heap ' ; but Damascus has 
probably never ceased to be a city. Here again, 
no doubt, interesting questions have been raised. 
Micah's prophecy about Jerusalem was eventually 
fulfilled ; Baby (on is at this day a desolation. 
And Bacon suggested the idea of what he called a 
' germinant ' fulfilment, i.e. one going on through 
time. At any rate, in the first place the prophetic 
threat must l>e held to have been directed against 
the national personality, and to have been ful- 
filled in the main in its destruction ; and secondly, 
in endeavouring to reach a conclusion in regard to 
the material details, the instances in which they 
have not been verified must be considered, as well 
as those in which they seem to have received 
verification. Apart from the uncertainty incident 
to such historical investigations, it is to mis- 
apprehend the nature of prophecy to treat these 
material details as having great evidential value. 
Prophecy concerns itself with the world as moral. 
The evidence of prophecy rather lies in the broad 
general movement of religious thought which it 

f (resents, showing that a divine power had laid 
lold of the whole mind of man, creating in it lofty 
religious ideals, quickening its aspirations, giving 
it an onward and forward look towards a religious 
perfection, stirring up the heart of the creature to 

• See remarks on Ecekiei'i prophecy against Tyre, Ezekiel, p. 
180 (Cuuib. Bible). 



cry after Him who created it, and long for His 
perfect revelation upon the earth (Jn H**-). 

iii. The above remarks refer mainly to prophecies 
that have already been fulfilled ; but the same 
principles apply to prophecies still awaiting fulfil- 
ment, i.e. prophecies regarding the final condition 
of the people of God. The moral and religious 
element was the essential part of the prophecy, 
the form in which the principle was to verify itself 
was secondary. The form was of the nature of an 
embodiment, a projection or construction, and the 
materials of which the fabric is reared are those 
lying to the hand of the prophet in each successive 
age. The imagination of the prophet operates 
largely in these constructions. Still it is chiefly 
the moral imagination. When, for example, all the 
evils existing in the prophet's day are banished and 
every desirable good introduced (Am 9 a , Jl 3 18 , 
Ps 72"), this is not due to the desire for sensuous 
pleasures, it is rather the expression of the writer's 
general view of the universe. The world was to 
his view a moral constitution, the physical being 
nothing but a mode of expressing or a medium for 
transmitting the moral and spiritual ; the miseries 
of men and all the outward evils of life were the 
result of moral disorder ; and simultaneously with 
the disappearance of moral evil physical evil would 
also cease ; and with the perfection of the people of 
God the external world would be transfigured, and 
be the perfect minister to the needs of mankind. 
Thus, while the moral and the spiritual in the pro- 
phetic constructions of the future are absolute and 
permanent, the constructions which embody them 
are perishable and change. Just as some temple 
of God embodies and expresses spiritual concep- 
tions, but is constructed out of materials at the 
architect's disposal in his own day, which materials 
decay, and in a later nge have to be replaced by 
materials of that age, leaving, however, the 
spiritual ideas still visibly embodied ; so the pro- 
jections of one prophet, constructed out .of the 
state of the world, and of the nations in his day, 
decay with the changes of the world, and have to 
be replaced by a later prophet with materials from 
the world of his day. In Is 7 ff. the prince of peace 
is born and grows up amidst the desolations of the 
Assyrian invasion, and sitting on the throne of 
David establishes a reign of righteousness and 
peace without end (Is 9 7 ) ; while in Is 40 ff. the 
everlasting kingdom of God is introduced by the 
destruction of Babylon, the idolatrous world, and 
the restoration of Israel, the Servant of the Lord, 
who shall be the light of the nations (Is 60). The 
construction of the former is that of a moral poli- 
tician ; the construction of the latter, that of a 
religious thinker, almost a theologian. Thus 
prophecy, while maintaining its spiritual princi- 
ples unchanged from age to age, by substituting 
one embodiment of these principles for another 
age after age, seems itself to instruct us how to 
regard these embodiments or constructions. They 
are provisional and transient. They sustain the 
faith and satisfy the relijjious outlook of their day, 
but they have no finality. Even the prophets of 
the NT are probably no more final in their construc- 
tions than those of the OT, e.g. in the Apocalypse 
and Ko 11. They rear their fabric s out of the 
materials of their own day, as the OT prophets 
did (cf. vol. i. p. 737). 

Thus we have to distinguish between Prophecy 
and Fulfilment. Prophecy is what the prophet in 
his age and circumstances ami dispensation meant ; 
fulfilment is the form in which his great religious 
conceptions will gain validity in other ages, in 
different circumstances, and under another dis- 
pensation. Certain elements, therefore, of the 
relative, the circumstantial, and the dispensations! 
must be stripped away, and not expected to go 
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into fulfilment. Every prophet speaks of the per- 
fection of the kingdom of God, looks for it, and 
constructs an ideal of it. We are still looking for 
it. The fundamental conceptions in these con- 
structions are always the same, — the presence of 
God with men, righteousness, peace, and the like, 
— but the fabrics reared by different prophets 
differ. They differ because each prophet, seeing 
the perfect future issue out of the movements and 
conditions of his own time, constructs his ideal of 
the new world out of the materials lying around 
him : the state of his people ; the conditions of the 
heathen world in his day (Mic 5 4 -°,-I« 60**') ; such 
facts as that Israel was the people of God, that the 
kingdom of God had the form of a State, and that 
the seat of Jehovah's rule was Zion. These rela- 
tive elements are not to be called figurative, they 
are essential parts of the prophet's conceptions, and 
are all to be understood literally. Israel was not 
a symbol to him meaning the people of God or 
Church, neither was it to him a tj'pe of this. 
Israel wot the people of God. Neither were Moab, 
Edom, Babylon, or Egypt symbols of the foe of the 
people of God nor types of the hostile world. Each 
of them to the prophet was such a foe. But in all 
ca**es the names are used literally, though along 
with their religious connotation. And what the 
prophet was able to say of the partial and relative 
of his day may, of course, be applied to the universal 
and absolute now — to the Church of God on the 
one hand, and the hostile world on the other. 
With the coining of Christ the" national, relative 
and imperfect stage of religion, as it was in OT, 
passed away ; religion became universal, absolute, 
and perfect. The Apostolic principles of interpre- 
j ration seem something like these : ( 1) They assume 
that in Christ and Christianity religion has become 
final and perfect ; the development has reached the 
end in view. And their arguments from OT are 
very much the analysis of this general assumption. 
(2) God is the author of Scripture ; the OT is the 
word of God. (3) The Divine consciousness is one, 
embracing the end and the beginning alike : in 
speaking any word God had always the Christian 
consummation in view. Truth is also one ; when 
a truth is seen in any aspect it is that truth 
that is seen. (4) Scripture being the word of 
God, its whole meaning is religious and spiritual. 
The circumstances amidst which it was spoken, 
and the person of whom or to whom, are of no 
importance. It is the spiritual meaning alone of 
the words that is the word of God. Historical 
exegesis accepts these principles, and merely adds 
another. It assumes that the OT writer had in 
every passage which he wrote a meaning in his 
own mind, and that he desired to convey this 
meaning to his contemporaries ; and it asks, what 
did the Hebrew writer mean? What would the 
people of his day understand from his words ! 

Litbratcke.— The OT Theologies, particularly Oehler, Schaltl, 
and Dillmann ; John Smith, Select Discourse*, 1821 ; John 
Davison, Discourses on Prophecy*, 1856; Knobel, Der Pro- 
phetismu* der Hebrder, 1837 ; Ewald, Die Propheten des alien 
Bund**, vol. i. 1840 (2nd ed. 1808, trans. 1875) ; Hofmann, 
Weistagung und Erfutlung, 1841 ; Hengstenberg, Chrittulugie 
de* alteti Tat.* (trans. 1854); Patrick Fairbairn, Prophecy, 
1850 ; Baur, Geichichte der alt test. Weistagung, 1860 ; Bertheau, 
•Die alttest. Weiss, von Israel's Reichsherrlichkeit' (Jahrbb. 
f. ieuUche Theologie, 1859-60) ; Oehler, articles ' Propheten- 
thum,' ' Weissagung,' and 'Messias," in Herzog, Eneycl. (recast 
by v. Orelli in Herzog ■■<); Tholuck, Die Propheten und ihre 
Weixsagungen, 1861 ; G. P. Oehler, Das VerhiUtnis* der alttest. 
Prophetie zur heidnischen Mantik, 1861 : Dillmann, Die Pro- 
pheten de* alten Bunde* nach ihrer jxAiiischen Wirksamkeit, 
1866, and article 'Propheten' in Schtikel's Bibel- Lexicon; 
Payne Smith, Prophecy a Preparatio i for Christ (Bamp. 
Lecu), 1869; Kucnen, De Profeten en de Pro/etie onder 
Israel, 1875 (trans. 1877) ; Castelli, II Messia lecondo gli Ebrei, 
1874 ; Duhro, Die Theologie der Propheten, 1875 ; Bruston, 
Histoire Critique de la LUtirature Prophetique, 1881 ; Breden- 
kamp, Getetz und Propheten, 1881 ; von Orelli, Die alttest. 
Weissagung von der VoUendung de* Gottesreichs, 1882 (trans, 
under title OT Prophecy of the Consummation of God'* King- 



dom, 1886); Konig, Der Offenbarungsbegriff des alten Test. 
1882 (cf. criticism in Riehm and Gicscbrecht), and Uaupt- 
problems der oilier. Religionsgesehiehte, 1882; W. Robertson 
Smith, The Prophet* of Israel, 1882 ; C. A. Briggs, Messianic 
Prophecy, 1886; Stanton, The Jewish and Christian Messiah, 
1886 ; Delitzsch, Messianische Weissagungen, 1890 (trans. 1891); 
Darmesteter, Let Prophttrs d' Israel, 1892; Kirkpatriek, Doc- 
trine of the Prophet*, 1892; Driver. Sermon* on OT, 1892; 
Cornill, Der israelititche Prophetimnu*, 1894 (trans.3 1898); 
Qiesebrecht, Beitriige zur Jesaiakritik, 1890, and Die Berufs- 
begabung der alttest. Propheten. 1897 (cf. Skinner's notice in 
Crit. Review, ix. 34 ff.) ; Schwartzkopff, hie Prophetische Often- 
barung, 1896 ; Lohr, Der Missi'msgedanke im alten Test. 1896 ; 
F. H. Woods, The Uopeof Israel, 1806 ; Wellhausen, Israelitische 
und Jiidische Geschichte*, 1897 ; Vols, Die vorexititche Jahwe- 
prophetic u. der Messias, 1897 ; itiihn, Die Mess. Weissagun- 

Jen, 1899 ; Rud. Kittel, Prnfetie uml Weissagung, 1899 ; Riehm, 
festianic Prophecy* (containing exhaustive literature), 1900. 

A. B. Davidson. 
PROPHETESS rpo^^rij).— The conditions 
that were necessary to qualify for the prophetic 
office in the OT sense were not such as to exclude 
women from the latter (see the preceding article, 
p. 1 ) 4", and cf. Ac 2"). The following prophetesses 
are mentioned in Scripture : Miriam, Ex I5' x , cf. 
Nu 12 a (both JE); Deborah, Jg 4«; Huldah, 
2 K 22 w ( =2 Ch 34«) ; Noadiah, Neh 6" (but cf. 
LXX, which has the masc. rip Xoa&? t$ Toodtrjr-n) ; 
Anna, Lk 2 30 . * The prophetess ' of Is 8 3 is prob- 
al>ly simply ' the prophet's wife.' Prophecy in the 
NT sense was, of course, also a gift exercised by 
women (cf. Ac 21 B , 1 Co Jl 6 ). ' The woman Jezebel 
which calleth herself a prophetess' (Rev 2*; see 
vol. ii. p. 656 b ) may have claimed the gift of pro- 
phecy in either the OT or the NT sense. See also 
art. Woman. J. A. Selbik. 

PROPHET IN NT (rpoddirns, -eiW, -e(a : never 
fiams or cognate words except Ac lti 18 pxLvrevopJvn 
of the i>ossessed girl at Philippi).— The irpo^riji in 
classical Greek is one who speaks for another — the 
interpreter either of the ecstatic pAmt or of the 
god himself, so that he is near akin to the a-rrYtrqs, 
though with more definite reference to a per- 
son than to things. Of lori clrussici may be men- 
tioned -Esch. Eum. 19 : Aids Tpoip^rns iarl Aofta* 
jrarpis (so Plato, Hep. 427 C: vdrpios wp.), and 
Plato, Tim. 71 Ef., where ho contrasts the rpod>^Tvs 
with the ftavrit. The same sense of ' interpreter ' 
is found in Philo (e.g. Quit rcr. div. 52,.I)e spec, 
legibus, 8), though he ascribes to him the ecstasy 
assigned by Plato to the paints. This blending of 
the two, which practically merges the -Kpodrhr-nt in 
the pAvrit, was a current belief even among Chris- 
tians (Justin, Athenagoras) in spite of 1 Co 14, 
esp. v. 3J , till it was partly discredited by Montanist 
fanaticism ; and in our own time it may be traced 
in every theory of inspiration which fails to realize 
the full co-operation of the prophet's understanding. 

In NT, too, the word xpotb^r-nt keeps its general 
sense of an interpreter of God's message. But the 
prediction which most impressed the vulgar '(so 
roundly even Clem. Alex. Strom, vi. 12 : ^ wpo- 
<f>rrrda vpbyvucls iariv — in truth it is nearer ftriyvuxris) 
was a very small part of the message. Agabus 
predicted the famine and St. Paul's imprisonment 
(Ac ll 28 21'°), the Apoc. is called a vpod>ijreia, and 
the OT prophets are naturally cited more or less 
from the side of prediction. But the prophet's 
proper work is rather (1 Co 4 s - - i ) edification and 
consolation, revealing the secrets of the inner life 
and incidentally converting unbelievers, though, 
strictly speaking, prophecy is the sign (1 Co I4* 1 ) 
for believers. Ana because the prophet edifies the 
Church, not only himself, prophecy is a better gift 
(1 Co 14 8 - •) than that of tongues, and more 
earnestly to be coveted, though still but a transi- 
tory gift (1 Co 13"), not abiding like faith, hope, 
ana love. On the method (scarcely the only 
method) of edification we get a hint in Ac 13 a , 
where prophets are ministering (XaTovpyovv-res rip K. 
— compare Timothy's appointment, 1 Ti 1 I8 4") when 
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they receive the command to separate Barnabas 
and Saul. This seems to imply some such position 
as we find in the Didachi (10), where the prophet 
(if there be one) is the proper person to conduct the 
public worship, and the only person free to give 
thanks in what words he thinks fit. 

The prophets ranked next to the apostles (1 Co 
12 s8 , Eph 4"), and are even coupled with them 
(Eph 2 00 3 5 dir. k. ■wpwp. in this order will be NT 
prophets) as receivers of revelation and layers of 
foundations. Prophecy was not an office, but a 
special gift, coming not from men, but straight 
from Christ (»cal avrdi tbuKtv, Eph 4"), and it might 
come to women too (Ac 2 1 9 , 1 Co 11*). The pro- 
phet spoke iv TPtvfian (Eph 3 8 , Apoc. e.a. V° : 
contrast e> iKor6.au of the trances, Ac 10'° 22"), 
liecause the divine Spirit worked in him, IP l u , 
1 Co 12' 1 ; and he was also nvvjuaructa (1 Co 14 37 , 
where Trtvparinit at least includes Tpoqtfjrns), be- 
cause his human spirit was in full activity, and so 
steadily (vrordaaerai, 1 Co 14**) controlled the gifts 
of the Spirit that he was quite able to speak (Ko 
12") only in proportion to the faith that was in him. 

Neglect of this self restraint is visible at Corinth 
(1 Co 14**, prophets need not all speak together), 
and may help to account for the early warning in 
1 Th 5*. Later on 1 Jn 4 1 speaks of fevbowpotprrrai, 
and the woman Jezebel (Rev 2- 10 ) implies false 
prophets in Asia. So also the Didachi ( 1 1 ) is very 
stringent in its cautions about prophets. 

Of prophets expressly so called in NT, there are 
Agabus, the groups at Antioch, Judas and Silas, 
and the four daughters of Philip. We need not go 
further ; but the last prophets we read of (Anon. 
«». Eus. HE v. 17) are Quadratus and Ammia in 
Philadelphia, perhaps in Hadrian's time. See, 
further, Selwyn, The Christian Prophets, 1900. 

H. M. Gwatkin. 

PROPITIATION.— This word occurs in AV only 
three times : Ko 3* as the tr. of Vkaorfow* (6> 
xpoidero 6 Otbs IXao-r-^pion, — most probably [see 
Sanduy- Head lam] an adj. masc, 'whom God set 
forth to be propitiatory ' [RVm]), and 1 Jn 2 s 4 10 
as the tr. of IXao-fi'js (avrbt IXaau 6s itrrt wepl tS>v 
anaprium ijfiuw ; iwtoveiXe rbv vlbv ainov lXaop.bv Tcpl 
twv LuapriCiv tiiMMf) ; to which KV adds a fourth, 
He 2" (a merciful and faithful high priest . . . e/i 
to IXdiTKtodai ras a/iaprlas row Xaou, ' to make pro- 
pitiation [AV 'reconciliation'] for the sins of the 
people '). It will be the object of the present 
article, firstly, to explain the meaning of the 
Greek words used, in the light of their usage in 
the LXX ; and, secondly, to examine the ideas 
associated with the Heb. words which they repre- 
sent commonly in the LXX. 

1. 'Waartipioy is in OT the regular rendering of 
ma? (in EV ' mercy - sent '), Ex 25" i 17 ' (here 
IWtVo* iriOtixa), vv."-»> I 18 " 8 *' 31 7 etc. : lXa<jp.bs 
stands for (a) mpj (EV 'atonement'), Lv 25* 
ti iiitdpa rod I. (rov e£tX. Lv 23* 1 ' w ), Nu 5 8 6 xpibs 
rod I. ; (6) rmyn ' sin-offering,' Ezk 44 s7 (so 45'* 
^iXaffnii) ; (c) nn- 1 ?? ' forgiveness,' Ps 130*. Dn 9* 
(Theod.); so <$iX. Sir 5" (Heb. nrvSo) ; (d) 
' guilt,' Am 8 U (falsclv) : IXitrKOfuu stands seven 
times for n^p 'to forgive,' as 2 K 5' 8 , Pa 25" (for 
which fXewi elvat is more common), and three times 
for I??, Ps 65 J TS 38 79", which, however, is far more 
frequently represented by the (intensive) com- 
pound e£».\dff«o/«ii (variously construed : see §§ 5, 
7-10; and Westcott, Epp. of St. John, pp. 83-85). 
The use of the term in He 2' 7 in connexion with 
the high-priest shows that IX. must there be re- 
garded as the equivalent of not of 1^5 (which 
is never said of the high -priest, or indeed of any 
human subject).* ' iX&oKouat is common in classical 

* The construction, however, with an acc. of the Bin, is, as 
Hitachi rightly remarks (p. 212). not that of the legal (| 10), but 
of the non-legal (§ 9 ; Ps 653) LXX usage. 



Greek, where, however, it is construed regularly 
with an accus. of the deity (or person) propitiated 
(as //. i. 100, 444, 472, /ioXirp 0tb» IXdc-Korro ; Hdt. 
v. 47, Oixrljjai abrbv IXaoKorrai, viii. 112, QepuoroKXia 
xphiuuri IXcur&peyoi) : in the LXX, on the contrary, 
this usage is not found except Gn 32*, Zee 7* (<ft\. 
t6 vpbffurov), and Pr 16 M (cftX. ainbv, fig. of wrath), 
the word (&X.), when used of a human subject 
(§§10,11 ),beingcommonly construed absolutely, with 
xtpl of the person on whose behalf the propitiatory 
act is performed. The difference marks a differ- 
ence between the heathen and the Biblical point 
of view : though the idea of propitiating God may 
be indirectly involved in the phrases used in the 
OT, it is very much less prominent than in the 
heathen writers ; the propitiatory sacrifice, or 
rite, has indeed generally for its aim the restora- 
tion of God*s favour, and the ' forgiveness ' of the 
worshipper (Lv 4'-* etc., § 126), but there is not 
the same thought of directly appeasing one who is 
angry, with a j>ersonal feeling, against the offender, 
which is implied when the deity is the direct object 
of the verb (cf. Cremer, Wbrterb.; Westcott, p. 85; 
Kalisch, Lev. i. 316-318). In other words, the differ- 
ence corresponds with the fact that the higher 
Biblical conception of God is more spiritual and 
less anthropomorphic than that of heathen writers. 

2. The facts that have' been quoted make it 
evident that the Greek terms rendered 'propitia- 
tion ' correspond to the Heb. i?? and derivatives. 
These words hold an important place in the theo- 
logical terminology of the OT ; and though they 
are generally rendered in EV by '(make) atone- 
ment ' (or 'reconcile,' ' make reconciliation,' in Lv 
6 s0 8 ,s 1&*>, Ezk 45 ls - 20 AV ; Dn &* AV and KV), 
the idea expressed by the Heb. is certainly rather 
that of 'propitiation' than of 'atonement' (i.e. 
'at-one-ment,' setting at one, reconciliation [see 
Shaks. Rich. III. I. iii. 36]) ; and hence they will be 
properly considered under the present heading. 

It is much to be regretted that the link connecting; OT and 
NT, supplied by (i{>**r»u«i, should have been neglected in 
EV ; and that words which clearly correspond should have 
been rendered 'propitiation ' in the NT, but ' atonement' in the 
OT. ' Atonement ' is now an unsuitable rendering of kipper, 
for two reasons. (1) 8ince AV of 1611 was made, the word has 
changed ita meaning ; and whereas it formerly (see Murray ) 
expressed the idea of reconciliation, it now suggests chiefly the 
idea of making amends or reparation. Hence in the one 
passage in AV of NT in which ' atonement ' occurs (Ho 5", for 
K*T*x\*.yh), the Revisers have done rightly in substituting for 
it ' reconciliation ' (which, with ' reconcile,' is used elsewhere, 
in AV itself, for compounds of ixxim, Mt 6«, Ko 5'Q " 
llio, 1 Co 7", 2 Co 6>»- 18. i», Col », Eph 2'«). But (2) even 
in its older sense of ' reconciliation,' it does not properly repre- 
sent kipper ; for kipiter does not mean to ' reconcile," nor is it 
ever represented in LXX by compounds of ixx*rr*. 

3. The root-meaning of 199 is probably to cover 
over ; for the Arab, krtfara, though not very 
common, has this meaning in various applica- 
tions (Lane, Arab. Lex. p. 2620). 

In Syr. k*phar, and esp. the Pael kappar, means to wipe or 
wipe away, as Pr 80*> to wipe the mouth, to wipe aicay tears, 
the stain of Bin, etc., hence fig. to disperse, destroy (delere), as 
darkness Epfar. i. 9, a race or nation, etc. (P. Smith, Thai. Sftr. 
col. 1797-9) ; and W. R. Smith (OTJC* 438 f. , more briefly , - 8*0, 
381) adopts this as the primary meaning of the Heb. kipper,— 
explaining On 32 21 (see | 5) as meaning properly to ' wipe clean 
the face,' blackened bv displeasure, as the Arabs say 1 whiten 
the face.' The Heb. kipper, however, as a theological term, 
in any case implies a metaphor, — and it does not greatly signify, 
in explaining it, whether we start from the idea, of coceriim o.-er 
or from that of willing out : in either cose, the idea which the 
metaphor is intended to convey is that of rendering null and 
inoperative. There are analogies in the OT for each explanation ; 
sin is spoken of, viz. as covered (";?,— an ordinary, un technical 
word for 'cover'), Ps 32' ('covered in respect of sin'), 852. 
Neh 337 (Heb. 4») [borrowed from Jer 18», with kipper (» 9) 
changed to kissah] ; and as wiped (or blotted) out (.ir,ip). Is 48* 
44W, Jer 18® ( = Neh S3" (4*1), Ps 51 1 - B *> 109>*. (It is difficult not 
to think that the Arab, and Syr. senses of the root spring 
ultimately from a common origin, — e.g. from the idea of wiping 
over : in both languages, It is remarkable that the word 
acquires the further derived idea of dimnrn, deny, be a dis- 
believer; hence 'Kafir,' properly an infidel).— The Arab. II. 
conj. (kaffara) occurs often in the Koran of Ood's effacing, of 
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forgiving, rin ; and kafarat (Kor. 5<*- U. 98) means the expia- 
tion of a crime, broken vow, etc. (Lane, 2820, 2622 ; Lagarde, 
Bildung der Norn. 231 fl.); but these words may be borrowed 
from Judaism (Hirschfeld, Beitrdge z. Erklar. d. Ifor. p. 90). 
The Ass vr. ttippv.ru, also a ritual term (' siihnen '), seems to 
mean property to wipe of: see Haupt, JBL, 1900, "up. 61, 80, 
and esp. Zimmern, Beit rage rur Kenninis der Bab. Helig. 
pp. 92, 123, etc. 

4. The Heb. kipper is, however, never used in a 
purely literal Reuse (like nyj), but always * in a 
figurative or moral application, viz. with the col- 
lateral idea — which in course of time became the 
preponderant if not the exclusive idea— of either 
conciliating an offended person, or screening an 
offence or an offender. 

Of. Oehler, OT Theol. 1 127 : 'Kipper, and the cognate sub- 
stantives, represent the propitiation (Siihne) as a covering ; the 
guilt is covered, or, as it were, withdrawn from the sight of the 
person propitiated, so that the guilty person can now approach 
him without danger.' Riehm, in his exposition of the term, 
uses commonly the expression 'protecting covering' (schutz- 
ende Bedeckung),— an expression which no doubt reads more 
into the word than it actually denotes— for, as Schmoller (p. 
282 f.) observes, kipper is eontegere and obtegere. but not pro- 
tegere, being never used, for instance, in the ordinary sense of 
' protecting,'— but which is still a useful and suggestive para- 
phrase (cf. ib. 236 n., 279, where it is allowed that ' protection,' 
though not denoted directly by kipper, is nevertheless an 
indirect consequence of it). Schmoller, in his exposition, 
starts with the idea of covering over (obruere), in the sense 
of causing to disappear, making unobserved, inoperative, etc. 
These explanations, though they start with the idea of ' cover- 
ing,' differ little in the end from that which would be reached 
by starting with the idea of ' wiping out ' ; but it is a question 
whether some modern writers do not press the idea of 1 cover ' 
unduly, and understand it in a too literal sense (cf. || 15, 17). 

5. Kipper is used in three applications, which 
it i» necessary to distinguish, (la) A human sub- 
ject is the agent, and the object was originally, it 
seems, the face of the offended person, though, in 
actual usage, it is mostly the offended person (or 
personified agency) himself ; the means is a gift, 
an entreaty, conciliatory behaviour, etc. The 
most primary example of this application appears 
to occur in Gn 32"* P 1 ) (J), where Jacob says of 
Esau, ' I will cover his face with a present,' i.e. 
conciliate him (<S i$Ckicoiuu), the figure being that 
of a person whose eyes are blinded by a gift so 
as not to notice something (cf. for the figure, Gn 
20 18 d:j"s mof ; Ex 23 8 o'nps njtfn '$ ; Job 9=" *j| 
.193; PT^f). Hence, 'face' being omitted, kipper 
acquires the general sense of to conciliate, pro- 
pitiate, apj>ease : Ex 32 30 ' peradventure I shall 
make propitiation (•TjWt;) for your sin' (viz. by 
intercession, v. 3 "- ; OS V{t\d<rw/xai vepl), fig. Pr 16" 
(of a king's wrath, threatening death) ' but a wise 
man will propitiate it' (viz. Dy conciliatory be- 
haviour ; © /(iXdoerat), Is 47" (of calamity) ' thou 
shalt not be able to propitiate it' (||*rjnf> ' to charm 
it away ' ; but Gratz, Buhl, Cheyne, aipip ' to bribe 
it away,' cf. Pr 6 s * Heb.), viz. either by a bribe 
(Is 13") or by religious ceremonies. 

6. Here may be best explained the subst. kopher, 
prop, a covering (viz. of an offence), hence a pro- 
pitiatory gift, but restricted by usage to a gift 
offered to propitiate or satisfy the avenger-of- 
blood, and so the satisfaction offered for a life, i.e. 
a ransom, — the toehrgeld, ' protection - money,' 
rigorously prohibited by Hebrew law in the case 
of murder, but admitted in certain other cases, 
and evidently a well-known institution : Ex 21 s0 
(JE) ; 1 S 12* (a bribe to screen a murderer ; so 
Am 5 U ) ; Ex 30 ,a P (a half-shekel, to be paid by 
every one, at the time of a census, as the ietej i$3, 
or ' ransom of his soul (life),' to avert a plague, — 
snch as might be apprehended [cf. 2 S 24] under 
the circumstances : cf. § 11 h) ; Nu 35 31 - SJ P (not to 

• Except indeed Is 2818, where— unless, with some moderns, 
T9ni or T5?l [from T39 ; cf. 24»] is to be read— it is used of 
annulling a treaty (© ifiKn \ EV 'be disannulled ")— a sense 
which may be derived either from the idea of covering over, 
obliterating (Ges.), or from that of wiping or blotting out 
(cf . Pesh. *a33U ' be wiped out •> 
VOL. IV. — 9 



be accepted from a murderer) ; Pr (J* 8 (offered in 
vain for the life of an adulterer; II 'bribe'); 13 s 
('the ransom of a man's soul (life) is his riches') ; 
21 18 ('the wicked is a ransom for the righteous' 
[see ll 8 ]) ; Is 43 s (Egypt said poetically to be the 
' ransom,' which J" gives to Cyrus in lieu of Israel : 
|| ' Seba instead of thee ') ; Ps 49 7 (' no man can re- 
deem [iWfi] a brother from death, or give God a 
kopher for him ') ; fig. of the discipline of suffering 
(conceived as delivering from death), Job 33 M 
(II * redeem him [read wnfl from going down into 
the pit'), 36 18 [all]. 

7. This use of kopher illustrates 2 S 21*. Here 
David says to the representatives of the murdered 
Gibeonites, ' Wherewith shall I make propitiation 
(15315; © ^ftXdVw/iat)?' a money kopher is refused 
(v. 4 ), and the kopher, which (though the word is 
not actually used) is demanded, and given to J" 
(v. sb ; cf. v. 1 24 1 ), consists of the lives of Saul's 
seven sons: comp. also Nu 35 s0 (P), where it is said 
that blood unjustly shed ' profanes ' and ' defiles ' 
a land, and that a 'covering,' or propitiation, can- 
not then be made for the land (-15?; »6 Pv^ '> ® °** 
i^i\aa6^aerai t\ yij dird rod atfiaros), except by the 
blood of the murderer. 

8. There is an analogous group of cases, (16) in 
which the verb is in the passive voice, the subject 
being the iniquity, and the means a purifying rite, 
a sacrifice, or repentance, the effect of which is 
that the offence is conceived as hidden, cancelled, 
or made inoperative : Dt 21 8b (' and the blood shall 
be "covered" (i.e. annulled)* for them,' viz. by 
the symbolical execution of the murderer, w. 8, * ; 
<g iZiXaoe-fyrtTai airrots), IS 3 14 ('the iniquity of 
Eli's house shall not be " covered " t (<5 ^£iXa<r- 
O^aerai) by sacrifice or minhah for ever'), Is 6 7 
('thy sin shall be " covered "+,' viz. by the coal 
from the altar touching the prophet's lips ; <8 vtpt- 
KaOapiei : || ' thine iniquity shall depart '), 22" 
(' Surely this iniquity snail not be "covered" t for 
you, until ye die': <§ etyteijaerat), 27" t (through 
the abandonment of idolatry ; <S itpatped^o-frai), 
Pr 16 8 t (through amendment of life; © irona- 
Oalpovrat : cf. 28'™ Ezk 18»- »). t 

9. (2) In the second class of cases in which 
kipper is used, the subject is God, the object is 
either the offender or the offence, the question of 
means does not here arise, but the motive, in so far 
as it is indicated, is the free grace of God, — repre- 
sented, however, sometimes as called into activity 
by a purifying or expiatory rite : the idea of the 
verb then is that God 'covers,' i.e. treats as 
covered, overlooks, pardons, condones, the offender 
or the offence. So (a) the object being the offender, 
Dt 21 8 * (J", after the symbolical expiatory rite, 
vv. 8 - 7 , is entreated to * cover' [AV ' be merciful to,' 
KV ' forgive ' ; <& "\<wj 7e»-o0] the people, guilty 
[implicitly] of an untraced murder), 32** (rather 
differently: 'will "cover" his land,' i.e. cancel 
or remove the stain of bloodshed attaching to it, 
by the slaughter of those who have shed it; <S iiuca- 
8aput; AV 'be merciful unto,' RV 'make expiation 
for' : || 'avenge the blood of his servants, and re- 
quite vengeance to his adversaries'), Ezk 16* 3 
('when I "cover" thee (i.e. act propitiously to- 
wards thee ; <S iv r<j> i^i\aoaa6ai p.4 aoi), with regard 
to all that thou hast done '), 2 Ch 30 18 (EV * par- 
don'; <8 i^CKaaOu iirtp); and (b) the object being 
the offence, Jer 18** (EV 'forgive'; <g &0f6w), Ps 
65 s § '(<& IXdo-n ras aatpdat), 78 s8 (' annulleth iniquity 
and destroyeth not ' ; <S IXdaerat rais eUt. ), 79 s § 

• EV ' forgiven," which no doubt expresses fairly the general 
sense, but obliterates the distinctive character of the Heb. word 
used (cf. % 15, towards the end). 

f EV 'purged,' substituting an idea not at all contained in 
the Heb. KVm ' Or, expiated.' 

1 Comp. for the thought Sir 33-30 (Heb. nKOn TB3n npis) 
3l» (8wete 32 (35) 6). 

I EV ' purge away ' : see the last note but one. 
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(6 IXdffOrrrt rah ifi.), Dn 9" (RVm « purge away ' ; 
Theod. draXetfoi tAj doWa» [= LXaJ Jtai rod 
il-ik&caffdtu ASikLcli), — the object in all these 
cases being either 'iniquity' or 'transgression,' 
and there oeing no reference to any propitiatory 
rite. Cf. (though with a reference to sacrifice) 
Sir 34 19 (Swete 31 (34) «). 

10. (3) The third class of cases in which kipper 
is used belongs to the distinctively legal termin- 
ology (almost entirely Ezk and P : <6 nearly 
always tfiXao-Ko/uu repl : EV mostly ' to make 
atonement ' ; see § 2). Here the subject is the 
priest,* the means usually a sacrifice, though 
occasionally it is (see § 1 1 n-m) some other act or 
offering, regarded as vindicating the holiness of the 
community in which Jehovah dwells, and hence as 
reinstating it in His favour : the object is never 
the sin, but (as commonly understood) the person 
(or thing) on whose behalf the propitiation is made, 
the verb — which is construed mostly with ?s or 
iy?, and only rarely, in some of the cases in which 
the object is something material (the altar or the 
sanctuary), with a direct accusative (Lv 16 w - Sto , 
Ezk 43 80 - 28 45 20 [<S with accus.])— being inter- 
preted as signifying properly to cover up (cf. fiyj 
73, and nyy ijp), or screen, by a or covering 
(propitiatory) gift (so Riehm, 30 - 32 ; Dillm. ; 
be hm oiler, though undecidedly, p. 284). 

Wellh. (Con»co*. 2 888), observing the analog}-, as regards the 
subject and the means, with the cases grouped under (1), 
supposes that the object was originally 'Jehovah's (ace* (cf. 
Gn 82», cited f 6; and the phrase '' 'lfT\\f n*n, lit. 'make 
sweet the face of 3",' EV ' beseech,' or ' entreat the favour of,' 
Ex 32'i, i s lsia, i K 138 etc), but that in process of time the 
object came to be omitted, and the verb was construed abso- 
lutely, to perform a propitiatory rite (kippurim) : construed 
with an aocus., It would then mean (analogously with ipy, etc., 
Ges,-Kautzsch, § 62A) to affect icith a propitiatory rite. So far 
as the ideas associated with the word are concerned, it is in- 
different which of these explanations of the construction is 
adopted. 

11. We must next consider of what different 
sacrifices, or other rites, kapper, in this third class 
of cases, is predicated. It is predicated, viz., 

(a) of the 6«m<-offering, Lv l 4 14" 16" ; cf. Ezk 

45».n 

(b) of the «7tti/<-offering (ovy), Lv 5 18 - 18 6 7 V 14 18 

(see vv. 18 - "), vv. »• * (see vv. 11 - M ) 19", Nn 5 8 . 

(c) of the «n-offering, Ex 28"- 87 30 10 , Lv 4»- *• »• 88 

5 «.u Qso g is.M 10 n 1419 16 (14 _ 15 times [on 

v. 10 see Kalisch, Dillm., and above, i. 199 n.]) 
23" Nu 15* 28 2a - 80 29 s , Ezk 43*>- 88 45», 2 Ch 
29», Neh 10 88 . 

(d) of the *in-offering and the &tmi<-offering to- 

gether, Lv 5 10 9' 12"- 8 14 81 15 18 - *°, Nu 6" 8 ,a 
(cf. v. 81b ) 15- 4 '-. 

(e) of blood in general (as containing the 'soul,' or 

life), Lv 17" H (' I have given it to you upon 
the altar to make propitiation for your 
souls ; for the blood, it maketh propitiation 
by means of the soul [life]') : cf. 6 s " 8 1S IB 37 ; 
also 14 s8 , where the blood of the slain bird 
(with other ceremonies) 'makes propitia- 
tion ' for the leprons house. 

(/) of the ' ram of installation (o'kVq),' and the 
bread, ottered at the consecration of the 
high-priest, Ex 29 SJ (see vv." 86 - 84 ). 

{g) of the meal- and ^cocc-offering, only in Ezk 
45 18 - 17 (possibly, also, though not probably, 
of the meal-ottering in Lv 14 s0 - 81 : see § 13). 

Kapper is attributed, further, to 

(h) the half-shekel, to be paid by every one at a 
census, as the kapper of his 'soul' (life), 
Ex 30 18 -' 8 (probably [cf. Riehm, 24 f . ; 
Dillm.] as an acknowledgment of member- 
ship in the theocracy, upon an occasion 
when the sins and imperfections of indi- 

•Or sometimes (Lv 1* 17", Ex SO" U, Nu 81»0 363-) lhe 
offering ; but the difference is immaterial. 



viduals would come prominently under 
Jehovah's notice) ; cf. § 6. 

(»') the appointment of the Levites as authorized 
representatives of the Israelites to perform 
menial duties about the sanctuary, Nu 8 18 
(lay Israelites, approaching the holy vessels, 
etc., would do so at risk ef their lives [cf. 
18 *i !«.»]. the Levites, doing it on their 
behalf, prevent Jehovah's wrath from mani- 
festing itself in a plague [cf. the same ex- 
pression in Ex 30'*], and are therefore said 
to ' make propitiation ' on their behalf). 

(J) the incense t»y which Aaron appeased Jeho- 
vah's anger, and arrested the plague, Nu 
16*«- (Heb. 17'" ). 

(k) the punishment of a conspicuous offender, 
Nu 26 18 (the occasion on which Phinehas, 
interposing with the sword, ' turned away ' 
Jehovah's ' wrath ' from the Israelites, and 
arrested the plague : see v. 11 ). 

(/) the offering of the spoil taken from the 
Midianites, Nu 31 s0 ('to make propitiation 
for our souls before J"'; probably, as in 
Ex 30 18 - 18 , in view of the numbering of 
the men of war, v.* 8 [where the phrase is 
the same as in Ex 30" ; cf. also v. Mb with 
Ex 30 , «']). 

(to) the blood of a murderer, making expiation 

for blood unjustly shed, Nu 35**. 
All these passages belong to P. 
12. The following additional facts with regard 
to the usage of kipper deserve also to be noted. 

(a) It is construed with p ' from ' of the offence 
(or uncleanness), — RV 'as concerning,' 'because 
of,' 'for,' but more probably (so Riehm, 50 f. ; 
Schmoller, 254 f., 284; cf. Dillm. on Lv 4") to be 
understood in the sense of ' (clearing) from ' (' shall 
make propitiation for him from his sin '), Lv 4* 
5 e.io 14b (• from his uncleanness'), 15 18 - 80 lO 1818 - 8 *, 
Nu 6" ; and with hy ' on account of,' Lv 4 s8 5 18 - 18 
6 7 19 s8 (RV ' as touching,' ' concerning,' ' for'). < 

(b) It is followed by 'and it shall be forgiven 
him (them),' in the case of the sin-offering, Lv 
4.0. as. 31. 35 510. » Nu 1S°- 89 (cf. v. 88 ); and in the case 
of the guilt-offering, Lv 5 18 - 18 6 7 19 a . (These ure 
the only passages in the Law, except Nu 30 8 - 8> 

in which n^g ' to forgive,' occurs). 

(c) It is closely associated (but only where pre- 
dicated of the *in-offering) with * to be clean ' ("n?), 
or 'to cleanse' (>»), Lv 12 7 - 8 14 s0 - 16 18 - 8 ', Nu 
8* Ezk 43* cf. 2 Ch 30" ; 

with 'to sanctify,' Ex 29* 1 - 88 -* 7 , Lv 8* 1G 18 , 
Nu 6» ; 

and with 'to free from sin' (K?n), Ex 29 s8 (EV, 
very inadequately, 'cleanse'), Lv 8" (EV ' puri 
tied' !), 14*"- 88 [see v. M ] of the leprous house (EV 
' cleanse '), Nu 8 ai (RV ' purified from sin '), Ezk 
43». ti (. cleanse,'— of the altar, as Ex 29 39 ) 45* (see 
v. 18 ), — in all the cases with of a mater.al 
object, which the Hebrews regarded as capable of 
being infected with sin (Schmoller, 222, 281). 



propil 

25* ; (J) ' propitiation-money,' of the half-shekel paid at a census, 
Ex 3018. it is probable also (whatever the ultimate origin of 
the term may have been) that the idea of propitiation was felt 
to attach to kavporeth (EV 'mercy-seat') ; cf. what is said on 
this subject in Leviticut (in Haupt's SHOT), p. 80 f. 

(c) The object of kipper is usually an individual 
or the community ; but sometimes it is a material 
object, — in particular the altar of burnt-offering, 
(at the time of its consecration) Ex 29* 81 87 , Lv 8' 8 , 
Ezk 43 s0 - x , (on the annual Day of Atonement) Lv 
igie. *>. a . the sanctuary (on the same occasion), 
Ex 30 ,0b [in v. 10 * the prep, has probably a local 
force], Lv 16 18 - »• » Ezk. 45* ; a house infected with 
leprosy, Lv 14 88 ; cf. of the goat sent to Azazcl, Lv 
16'" (see Dillm.). 
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13. It does not fall within the scope of the 
present article to investigate the character or 
rationale of SACRIFICE, except in so far as this is 
expressed by the term kapper. Confining ourselves 
therefore to this, we may draw from the data col- 
lected in §§ 10-12 the following conclusions with 
regard to the significance of this term in its legal 
or ceremonial applications (which are to be care- 
fully distinguished from the extra-legal usages, 
analyzed in §§ 5, 7-9). In the legal terminology it 
is especially associated with the fin-offering, of 
which it designates the most distinctive and char- 
acteristic operation ; it is also frequently, though 
not so characteristically, predicated of the gutlt- 
o tiering (the dshdm), that differentiated type of 
sin-offering prescribed for cases in which injury 
has been done to the rights of another person. To 
the ©nm^-offering, offered alone, it is attributed 
only in Lv 1* 14* 16 M (cf. Ezk 45 16 - ° ; also Job V 
42 s ), on the ground, it seems, that, though not a 
proper propitiatory sacrifice, it was a mark of the 
worshipper's devotion, and, being offered 'for his 
favour (acceptance) before J'" (Lv 1* toirft), and 
accepted (V? ftf\f\) accordingly, moved Him to regard 
him graciously, and to overlook his moral insuffi- 
ciency ; elsewhere it is not attributed to it ex- 
pressly,* but only (§ 11 d) when it is closely associ- 
ated with the sin-offering, for the purpose (as 
seems to be frequently the case) of enhancing the 
significance of the latter ; and, indeed, Ly 14* 16 s * 
(cf . vv. 3 * B ) might almost be regarded as falling under 
this category. Ezekiel (45 ,s - ") attributes it to the 
peace- and vital- offering ; in H, also, it is attributed 
to the peace- (and burnt-) offerings, in virtue of 
what is said about the 'blood' in Lv 17" (cf. v.") ; 
in the system of P it is not attributed directly to 
either of these, for the meal-offering in Lv HP*' 1 
holds such a secondary place that it cannot be 
treated with any confidence as participating in the 
kappdrd. The kappdrd is specially the function 
of the blood (see Lv 17" [H] ; and cf., in the ritual 
of the sin-offering, Ex 30 10 , Lv 4. 6*> <»> 8 18 16 1M - f , 
Ezk 43** 45 IM '), on account, as is expressly said in 
Lv 17", of its being the seat of the ' soul' or life, 
the most precious, and also the purest and most 
immaterial gift that can be offered to God ; the 
only exception (among sacrifices) being one that 
proves the rule, viz. (Lv 5 13 ) the vegetable offering 
allowed as a substitute for the usual sin-offering, 
when the latter was beyond the means of the 
offerer. Hence the later Rabb. dictum ( Yomd 5a) 
□73 K^p .tj93 ]-h ' there is no kappdrd except with 
blood ' (cf. He O**),— which, however, is not true 
universally (see the cases, § 1 1 h-m, esp. Ex dO 1 *-), 
but only in so far as sacrifice is concerned. 

14. The effect of the kappdrd is a purification, 
sometimes from sin, sometimes (Lv 12. 14. 15, Nil 6) 
from merely ceremonial defilement, sin being re- 
garded as a stain, and the defilement, whether ritual 
or moral — for in P the two are not clearly distin- 
guished (see Law, vol. Hi. p. 72*; and cf. Schmoller, 
280) — being conceived as either made invisible and 
inoperative, or else as actually obliterated ; it is 
regarded as withdrawn from Jehovah's eyes (cf. Ps 
51"* ; and contrast 90 8 ) ; it no longer comes be- 
tween Him and man : He neither sees nor imputes 
it. The aim of the priestly legislation is to main- 
tain the ideal holiness of the theocratic community 
(LAW, ib. p. 70 f. ) ; and the kappdrd is the primary 
means by which this is effected. Sometimes cleans- 
ing (moral or ceremonial) is expressly mentioned as 
the effect of the rite (see § 12 c ; and note esp. Lv 
16*° 'on this day shall propitiation be made for 
yon to cleanse you ; from all your sins ye shall be 
clean before J '). As prescribed for the priests 
(Ex 29» Lv 9 7 ) and Levites (Nu 8 al ), before admis- 

» The extra- legal poaaage, t 8 V* (J 8), is not evidence of the 
i with kipper in the ceremonial syatem of P. 



sion to their .sacred duties, it is a readily intelli- 

fible rite of preliminary lustration (Riehm, 76 f. ; 
chmoller, 234 f., 246). Enjoined for a material 
object, the altar or the sanctuary, its aim is to 
secure or maintain its holiness : the altar, prior to 
its consecration, is regarded as affected by the 
natural impurity of human workmanship, which 
has to be removed ; the sanctuary, frequented as 
it was by a sinful and unclean people, is contami- 
nated by their sins, and accordingly requires a 
periodical purification (Riehm, 64-57 ; Schmoller, 
221 f., 242, 262) ; the leprous house (Lv 14 63 ) is con- 
ceived as tainted by sin (§ 12 c) ; the * scape-goat,' 
offered by the sinful people, requires to be purified 
before it can discharge the solemn functions 
assigned to it (Riehm, 55 ; Dillm. ; etc.). On the 
part of God the effect of the kappdrd is more par- 
ticularly specified,— at least in the sin- and guilt- 
offering, — as forgiveness, — conditional, as we may 
suppose would be understood by the more spiritual 
Israelites, on the penitence of the offerer, though 
this is not stated in the laws as distinctly and 
regularly as might be expected (cf. Lv 5° Iff", Nu 
5 7 ; Schultz, OT Theol. ii. 99 f.): it should, how- 
ever, in this connexion be remembered that kapper 
was in general possible only for unintentional (or 
venial) sins* (above, vol. i. 201 b note ; Schultz, i. 
382 f., 388 f., 394 f., ii. 87-89: cf. Ezk 45*, where 
' erreth ' = sins inadvertently). Sins committed wil- 
fully, ' with a high hand' (Nu 15 sw, ) ) »•«. in a spirit 
of presumptuous defiance, challenging God's anger, 
lie outside the sphere within which the kappdrd 
ordinarily operates; hence, as predicated of the 
regular Levitical sacrifices, it is never described as 
appeasing God (cf. § 2 end), nor is it ever implied 
that the offerer of such a sacrifice is outside God's 
dispensation of grace, or the object of His wrath r 
the cases § 11 j k are exceptional ; at most (§11 
h i I) it may be said to be a means of averting it 
(Riehm, 30, 37, 85 ; A'r Theol. 132; cf. Schultz, i. 
394). 

15. From what has been said, it will be seen 
that kipper is a difficult word to represent satis- 
factorily in English. ' Cover ' — or ' wipe out,' if 
that view of the original sense of the word be 
adopted — is too colourless : ' make atonement ' 
(at one ment, reconciliation) may express a con- 
sequence of kipper, but it is not what the word 
itself denotes. It has always— or almost always — 
a religious, and mostly a ritual colouring : it is to 
cover (metaphorically) by a gift, offering, or rite, 
or (if God be the subject) to treat as covered : the 
ideas associated with the word are thus to make 
(or treat) as harmless, non-existent, or inoperative, 
to annul (so far as God's notice or regard is con- 
cerned), to withdraw from God's sight, with the 
attached ideas of reinstating in His favour, free- 
ing from sin, and restoring to h o/iness, — especially 
(but not exclusively), when the subject is a human 
agent, by the species of sacrifice called the ' sin- 
offering. It is a stronger, more significant syno- 
nym of K3P to ' un-sin,' and v«? to ' purify"* or 
'cleanse.' There appears to be no one English word 
which combines, or suggests, ideas such as these. 
Even to 'make propitiation' accentuates some- 
what unduly a particular side, or aspect, of what 
is involved in kxpjter (cf. § 1 end) ; though the fact 
that the ideas just indicated wpre associated with 
the word in conjunction with a rite, would (toint 
rather naturally in the direction of such a mean- 
ing, which the nearly habitual rendering of the 
LaX, (ct)i\&<TKOfuu, snows was felt to attach to 
the word in the 3rd cent. B.C. Nevertheless, 
esp. in view of the LXX, and NT l\aau6s, this is 
on the whole the best rendering of kipper in its 
ritual sense, the cases grouped under §§ 8, 9 being 
represented, for consistency, by deal propitiously 
• See, however, Lv 6*7 10JO-Z2, Nu 6**. 
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with, or be propitious to. Whether, in actual 
usage, there was any consciousness of the primary 
sense, to ' cover,' is extremely doubtful : in all 
probability, kipper was felt to express only the 
derived ideas which have been indicated (cf. 
Schmoller, 283 f.). 

16. To return briefly, before concluding, to the 
use of the term in the NT. The death of Christ 
is represented in the NT under three main aspects : 
as a \&rpov, ransoming from the power of sin and 
spiritual death (see Redeemer) ; as a KaraXXa-yr), 
setting 'at one,' or reconciling, God and man, and 
bringing to an end the alienation between them ; 
and as a propitiation, breaking down the barrier 
which sin interposes between God and man, and 
enabling God to enter again into fellowship with 
him. 'Propitiation ' is in the OT attached especi- 
ally to the sin-offering, and to the sacrifice of the 
blood (or life) ; and Christ, by the giving up of His 
sinless life, annuls the power of sin to separate 
between God and the believer, by a sacrifice an- 
alogous to those offered by the Jewish priests, but 
infinitely more efficacious (see, further, ATONE- 
MENT, Mediation, Reconciliation). 

17. It remains only to notice briefly the different 
view of kapper which is developed by Ritschl, 
Recht/ertigung v. Versdhnung*, ii. 70 - 80 (on 
kophcr), 184-210. Kapper, Ritschl argues (p. 
188 f.), is attributed to all offerings, but for- 
giveness (implying the presence of sin) only to 
the sin- ana guilt -offering: it is thus a false 
generalization to suppose that its purpose is the 
removal of sin ; and this conclusion is confirmed 
by the fact that there are many cases of purely 
physical uncleanness for which, nevertheless, a sin- 
offering involving it is prescribed. In fact, kapper 
has essentially (p. 203) no relation to sin; the 
'covering' of persons, spoken of in the priestly 
law, does not mean the covering of their guilt, 
but their protection, in order, vie., that — in accord- 
ance with the principle that ' no man can see me 
and live' (Ex 33* ; cf. Gn 32 30 , Ex 19" 20 IB , Dt 5 s *, 
Jg e* 8 - 23 ISP 4 , Is 6 5 )— they may be able to appear 
before God without risk of their lives ; the neces- 
sity of such ' protection ' depends, however, not 
upon man's sinfulness, but upon his 'creatureli- 
ness ' : he needs it, not as sinful, but only as 
created, and finite. Sin is not the ground of the 
kappdrd, but merely (in the sin- and guilt- 
offering) its occasion. It follows that, upon 
RitschVs view, kipper ought not to be translated 
' make propitiation ' (or ' atonement ') at all : 
accordingly, he condemns (p. 199 f.) the Tender- 
ing 'siihnen' as introducing 'only confusion,' 
and considers (p. 186) that the LXX, in rendering 
(l£)(Xd<TKo,ua(, substituted for the Heb. a Greek word 
which was not really its equivalent. 

This theory is controverted at length by both 
Riehm (esp. pp. 37 f., 46-8, 51 f., 57-9, 72-81, 83-6, 
but also elsewhere) and Schmoller (pp. 266-9, 274- 
81); cf. also Schmidt, PRE* xvi. 365 f. ; and in 
spite of the ability with which Ritschl writes, it 
is impossible not to think that it is a one-sided 
one, depending in some parts upon a combination 
of elements which are not combined together in 
the OT, and in others emphasizing features and 
principles which do not really, in the legislation as 
a whole, possess tlie prominence and significance 
which are attached to them. The crucial question 
undoubtedly is, What does the kappdrd 'cover'? 
Ritschl's view that, as it is predicated of the 
burnt- and peace-offering, in which there is no 
question of sin, it must cover man's crentureliness, 
which cannot subsist in God's presence without 
such ' protection,' introduces an idea which is 
nowhere brought into connexion with sacrifice. 
To approach God (with sacrifice) is by no means 
identical with 'seeing' Him (in the sense im- 



plied in the passages quoted), nor is it ever re- 
presented as endangering life : the principle of 
Ex 33* etc. is never referred to in the legislation 
of P ; and the cases in which life is represented as 
endangered are connected not with the omission 
of a sacrifice, but with some irreverence or irregu- 
larity in the discharge of sacred offices, or with 
some other specific act of disrespect towards God 

(Ex 28 s8 -* 5 30*°- a , Lv8» 10»- 8 - 7 » 15 ai 16*-" 22», 
Nu 4 ia.i».» 17 io i8J.ss.3j. cf- !« 8 i» 18 6). i n pre f. 

erence therefore to having recourse to an expla- 
nation both artificial in itself and also with so 
little support in the usage of the ritual legisla- 
tion, it seems better to suppose that though the 
burnt-, peace-, and meal-ofterings were not offered 
expressly, like the sin- and guilt-offerings, for the 
forgiveness of sin, they nevertheless (in so far as 
kipper is predicated of them) were regarded as 
' covering, or neutralizing, the offerer's unworthi- 
ness to appear before God, and so, though in a 
much less degree than the sin- or the guilt-offering, 
as effecting kappdrd in the sense ordinarily attached 
to the word, viz. ' propitiation.' * The great rarity 
with which kapper \s attributed to any but the sin- 
and guilt-offerings, and the fact that, where its 
effects are specified, they are always either the for- 
giveness of sin or the removal of uncleanness, are 
additional arguments in support of the ordinary 
view. It is also to be observed that Ritschl s 
theory implies that kapper expresses the idea of 
' protection' far more directly and distinctly than 
can be deemed probable : ' protection,' as said above 
(§ 4), may be a secondary and indirect consequence 
of kapper, but it is not at all the primary and im- 
mediate sense of it (not even in Dt 32** ; Ritschl, p. 
72 f . ). The fact that kipper is used with reference to 
the removal of physical uncleanness proves, not that 
it stands in no relation to sin (for it;n, to ' free from 
sin,' is used in exactly the same connexions, § 12 c), 
but that the Hebrews understood the term * sin ' 
in a wider sense than we do, and included in it 
material, as well as moral, defilements. 

LmnuTORB.— The two very full discussions that have been re- 
ferred to, Riehm, Der Begrij)'der Siihne im A T, 1877 (reprinted 
from SK, 1877, pp. 7-82 : sec also bin AT Theol. 130-147), and 
Schmoller, SK, 1801, Heft 2, pp. 205-238 ; SchulU, OT Theol. i. 
397-400, and Amer. Journ. oj Theol. iv. (1900), 285-91, 801-4, 
809-13; Dillm. on Lv 4*0 : Wellh. Compos? 335 f. ; Smend, AT 
Hei.-geteh. 321 ; Nowack, Arch. ii. 220; A. B. Davidson, '"Atone" 
in Extra-ritual Literature,' Expo*., Aug. 1899, p. 92 ft. SchuIU'a 
view of the ritual sense of kipper approximates to that of 
Ritschl, though he rejects the idea that an ethical motive is 
never involved in it : he would render the term by ' consecrate ' 
(teeihen) ; man is by nature weak, and consequently (physically 
and morally) unworthy to draw nigh unto Uod : the priest, by 
the 'covering' rite, drawB a veil over the creaturely unworthi- 



to the high and holy God without danger. 

S. R. Driver. 

PROSELYTE (xpoaiiKxirot, from xpoatpx«idai : lit. 
'advena,' i.e. visitor, new comer) v t 

i. The term ' proselyte.' — irpo<rr)\uTos is the usual 
LXX rendering of -u [see Ger],J i.e., originally, 

• The use of the term rj\n'} B*n ' savour of tranquillizing or 
contentment,' of the burnt-, as of the meal- and peace-offerings 
(Lv l»- " 2J- 1« 3 s o/.X also implies something of the nature of a 
propitiation (cf. Gn 8**.). 

t The etymology is suggested in such expressions as ikt ii nt 
wprikSn wnriXunt Ex 12*»(Lv 19», Nu 9") ; i »^»uffi» 

trp*r<i>.vm i> iutt Ex 12« ; though more often in such phrases aa 
□r;in2 [TU* "Hps] Tin un other participles are used, vis. 
*'p*nu,jn,H (Lv 18» 178- 10 II u, Nu 1515 in. 2*. V> 1910, Jos 20"), 
«7>°0 »'."«>»< (Lv 18", cf. Nu 15"), ytyi.ru.i„( (Lv 20S), mfrttt- 
iMiuxt (Lv 19M) ; once only uptrr.XvrtittTK (Elk 147 (Aq. Ps 6 s 

120*)), While E*k 47 2a gives t#Tc *frr,\ir*( rc7i raftnttvn? t> 

This last is like the rendering of ' the gir who is in 
thy gates ' in Ex 20l°, Dt 514 ; r p»ri.>.ur*< i «tfwv> i» rti. 

I U is eleven times translated wirtnt (Gn 15» 234, Ex 2*S 
l&J, Dt 1421 237- (8), 2 K 1», i ch 29i», Ps 38 (39) H, 118 (119) l», 
Jer 148 ; C f. Ps 104 (105)12 -«) • twice yuifui (Ex 12", Is 141) : 
once (Job 31*2). Job 191& has ytirmu for D*"}|. wf*r%Xurn 
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one who takes up his residence in a foreign land, 
and so puts himself under the protection of a 
foreign people, as a client ; particularly a foreigner 
thus residing in Palestine. * The classical equivalent 
is twnXm or enjXirrnj (adoena) ; but the technical 
name of such a foreign resident was fUroiKOS 
(incola), to which LXX rdpoticot [ittnxKoi occurs Jer 
20 s only] corresponds. In NT (Mt 23 18 , Ac 2 10 6 8 
13°) -rpoaifKvToi is commonly understood to mean a 
foreign convert to the Jewish religion, aproselvte in 
our sense of the word, t It seems to have lost all con- 
nexion with residence in Palestine, for the prose- 
lytes referred to in Ac 2 10 13* 5 live in foreign lands. 

When did the word lose the local (political) and 
gain this final technical (religious) sense? Its 
meaning in the LXX is somewhat disputed. 
Geiger (Urschrift, p. 353 ff.) maintains that it is 
there 6trictly equivalent to gir in its original 
sense, while YV. C. Allen (Expositor, 1894, x. 267- 
275) argues that the LXX uses the word con- 
sistently in the final sense of proselyte. This wide 
divergence of view is possible because the Hebrew 
word ger itself becomes almost equivalent to prose- 
lyte in P. t The ideal of Judaism is that there 
shall be no uncircumcised alien in the Holy Land. 
But it cannot be proved that TpoajXvroi connects 
itself consistently with these OT approaches of 
gfr to its final (Mishnic) sense. It is true that 
rdpoucot stands for ger in several passages where 
the sense 1 proselyte ' would be especially inappro- 
priate, as where Israel, or an Israelite, is called 
a jer in a foreign land (Gn 15", Dt 23 7 , Gn 23*, 
Ex 2» 18 3 ), or in God's land (Ps 39" 119", 1 Ch 
29"), where God is Himself a gir (Jer 14*), or 
where the law for the ger differs from that for the 
home-born (Dt 14 n contra Lv 17"). But on the 
other hand no very obvious reason for the render- 
ing exists in 2 S 1" ; and — what is more important 
— Israelites are elsewhere called vpoa^Xvrot in 
Egypt (Ex 22* 23", Lv 19", Dt 10"), or in God's 
land (Lv 2S sa ) ; the word is closely parallel to 
rdp-HKot (Lv 25' a - **) ; circumcision is specially re- 
quired of a rpoffjXvTos before he can eat the Pass- 
over (Ex 12"); and in two passages where a 
proselyte proper is meant, the Aramaic word 
ytuipas is used (Ex 12", Is 14*).§ 

It is certain that the LXX irpwrijhvToi, even if he 
is often a circumcised convert, remains always a 
foreign resident in Palestine. Of an application of 
the word to a convert to Judaism who still resides 
in a foreign land there is no trace. || This distin- 
guishes the LXX use from that of the NT. In 
an interesting mistranslation of Is 54" LXX reads, 
' Behold, proselytes will come to thee through me, 
and will sojourn with thee, and will flee to thee for 
refuge.' IT The religious sense blends with the 
local, but does not displace it. It is therefore 
impossible to make the word simply equivalent to 
'convert.' The tendency of the LXX to translate 
ger by x/xxn}Avroj is stronger than its sense of this 

never translates any other root, but is found without Hebrew 
equivalent in Lv 173, Dt 10>8» 1218 ; i s 64" gives an interesting 
mistranslation. 'E*i,XuT« occurs only in Job 20». 

* i vffi.Xurtt is distinguished on the one side from the native 
Israelite (• «£t»x8», i «' u'« 'lr/>xr,k), and on the other 
from the foreigner (« ixxirptt, i ixxtynit). The distinction 
from • *mp*n* is less clear, and does not perfectly correspond 
to that between gir and tdshdb. 

♦ So Theodore t : rp*m\CrM i\ iiUXivt nvt U t£» if »*» 
»>»«.' utti rr.t MUisr.r atXiriiui krwm^»fiit»u< ; and Suidas : *i it 
iS»i« «/*rtAiiAt/9»Tlf ui mt« tifft «■•£», ram; TtXiriUrHtu. 

: See, e.g., Lv 17-19 (H), Nu 15 (P). The principle is, one law 
for home-born and girUn, Ex 12«», Nu »* 15"- !«• »• *>. 

I So Schiirer, QJV* iiL 129 f. ; Bertholet, Die Steliung der 
IrraeiiUn u. d. Juden zu den Fremden, 1896, p. 259 ff . The 
word yuifmt is used by Justin (Dial. e. Tryph. c. 122 [nw<D 
and Julius Afri. (ad Aristidem) of proselytes ; but Philo read it 
in Ex 223 (LXX »««..«#<) of Moses in Midi&n (de Con/us. Ling. 
17), hence it also cannot have been a recognized technical 
title. Does Josephus mistake it for the name of a town ? (» [t»SJ 
Ti*p* Hum, BJ ii. xix. 2, etc). 

I »» ry yn iuSt Lv 19», Nu 9" 15", i. iput Ex 12« etc 



later technical meaning. No difference of usagt 
appears between early and late parts of the LXX. 
The word occurs in the Apocryphal books only 
in To l 8 M (from Dt 14 w 26"). The absence of a 
common technical use of the word seems to be 
indicated by the fact that it is not used of un- 
mistakable proselytes, from Ruth to Achior (Jth 
14"), or in the frequent expressions of hope for the 
conversion of the heathen. 

Philo* understands the LXX irpwrfikvTos in the 
sense of 'convert.' Those who have changed to 
the better order Moses calls vpoa-tiXvroi, because 
they have come to a new and God-pleasing consti- 
tution (dird toO irpo<rtXrjXvdii>at Kaivy xai <piko0i<# 
voXtreip, de Monarch, i. 7). But he prefers the 
word t-wvXxn {brnXurns, ivijkvroi), often, as in this 
passage, substituting it for the other in the course 
of his discussion (so also in de Vict. Off. 10, Quaes, 
in Ex 22 20 , de Cher. 31. 33. 34), more often still 
using it throughout (de Scptenario 14, dc Great. 
Prin. 6, de Caritate 12, de Paenit. 2, de Exccrat. 
6). Bertholet (p. 288) is surely mistaken in saying 
that tr-qXvs has a wider meaning than xpoai)Xvr<n, 
for the distinction in Qiuest. in Ex 22" between 
hr^jXvSts of place (x«i/»t), and those of laivs and 
customs (voplpuv koI t6G>v), is made solely in order to 
explain the two uses of the word vpoo-fjX wot in Ex 
22*M al <, and the argument would be wholly without 
force if the two words were not synonymous. 
Philo allows the possibility of the local mean- 
ing of rpoa~n\vros (frnXvs) in order to explain its 
application, figuratively, to Israel in Egypt. The 
literal word in this connexion was /Utmkoi or grot 
[de Vita Mos. i. 7, de Carit. 13. 14). Compare his 
interpretation of Lv25° (de L'hsr. 31-34) : the wise 
man is but an trnXm and vipoiKot in the world ; 
God is the only citizen, and on the contrary the 
foolish man is altogether a fugitive. 

Philo's preference for the word ttrvXvt prevents 
us from supposing that the word irpoo-fiXvrot was 
current in nis circle, though it hardly warrants 
the opinion that txyXin was the current technical 
name of the Greek converts to Judaism of whom 
he speaks. It was probably simply the more 
natural word by which to convey the sense of the 
LXX to his readers. In Philo, then, the religious 
interprets and practically displaces the local use 
of the word, but a common technical use of it, 
such as the NT seems to presuppose, he does not 
reveal. 

Josephus often refers to actual proselytes.t but 
without using the name ; and he not infrequently 
alludes to OT passages in which the ger is com- 
mended to charity.J but cites them only as pro- 
viding for the poor, or for the foreigner (&»ot, 
aXX6<pvXot, aXXoTptdxvpot). Are we to infer that 
Philo knew, as Josephus did not, a class of Greek 
converts to Judaism to whom the humane in- 
junctions of the law applied, who had lost their 
natural friends and helpers for the sake of re- 
ligion, and were especially needy and deserving of 
friendly consideration on the part of Jews ? 

ii. Words and phrases descriptive of proselytes. — 
Instead of a fixed technical word for foreign con- 
verts to the Jewish religion, the Old Testament 
and Jewish literature give various descriptive 
phrases, some of which may well be gathered 
together here, since they contain in themselves 
an interpretation of Jewish proselytism. The 
proselyte is a ger who is circumcised (Ex 12 48 ), 
or who joins himself to the house of Jacob (Is 14 l ) ; 
he is one who enters into the assembly of Jahweh 
(Dt 23 8 ' in the third generation,' cf. v. 8 ) ; he is 

• See Bertholet, I.e. pp. 285-289. 

t e.g. Helena, Izates, and Monobazus (Ant. xx. ii.-iv.) ; Fulv|a 
(Ant. xviii. iii. 6): cf. e. Ap. ii. 11, 29, 37, Ant. xill. ix. 1, xi. 3; 
BJ ii. xx. 2, vii. iii. 3, etc. 

1 e.g. Ant. m. xii. 3 (Lv 258), iv. viii. 21 (Dt 24», Lv 19* 1°), 
viii. 22 (Dt 14» » 2612), viii, S3 (Dt 241*- 18). 
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a foreigner [i?wi|, 6 HKXoyar^s] who has 'joined 
himself to J" * to minister to him, and to love the 
name of J", to be his servant — every one who so 
keeps the Sabbath as not to profane it, and who 
lays hold on my covenant' (Is SB** 9 ); he is a 
nokhri (tiros) who 'comes to take refuge under 
the wings of J"' (Ru 2 u,ia , ef. 10 ; see also Apoc. 
Bar 41*). Only ia Est 8 W are converts spoken of 
as those who ' become Jews ' [onjj^p, LXX xeptt- 
T4/tt>orr» gal lovtoXSov], Achior (Jth 14 10 ) believed 
in God, was circumcised, and added to the house 
of Israel (irpoarriOn wp6s, as Is 14 1 ). See also the 
forms of expression in such passages as Is 2 2 ~ 4 , 
Jer 3 17 4» 12' 6 (cf. Is 45 a 66»),t Zeph 3», Is 44», 
I K 8« *», Ru l 16 , Zee 8»- B 9 7 14]«-», Is 19 ,8 -», To 
14 6 - 7 . A convert could be described as one who 
turned to J", swore by the name of J", prayed to 
Him, Bought and kept His law, especially the 
Sabbath and the prohibition of eating blood. 
Circumcision could not be omitted by one who 
would join himself to Israel. Almost without 
exception (but see Zeph 2", Is 19 18 "*) the supposi- 
tion is that converts will live in Israel's land.t 
They are circumcised gerim. 

Philo regards proselytes as those who leave 
polytheism and adopt the worship of one God. 
He describes them as changing to the better order, 
as migrating to piety, journeying to a good colony, 
deserting to God or to the truth, wandering to 
truth and to the honouring of the One who is 
worthy of honour, as fugitives to God, and sup- 
pliants, as those who change to the constitution 
(voXirela) of the Jews. The mind of a proselyte 
(Ex 23 s ) is alienation (dXXorpWti) from polytheism 
and familiarity (mmWis) with the worship of the 
One and Father of all.§ Having come to the 
worship of the true God they come to possess all 
virtues, wisdom, temperance, modesty, etc. {de 
Pcenit. 2), they will have a secure place in heaven, 
and meanwhile are to be especially cared for, 
since they have cut themselves off from their 
natural relationships, and since the God-pleasing 
conduct (OeoipiXis IjBot) should be a greater ground 
of friendship than anything else {de Caiit. 12; 
de Pcenit. 1). 

Josephus describes the proselyte as one who 
changes his life to the customs (tdtj) of the Jews 
{Ant. XX. ii. 1) ; who is carried over to their laws 
(r&now), or is taught to worship God as the Jews 
do (to* 6ebf oifietv ut 'lovSalott irdrpior Ijr, XX. ii. 3) ; 
who has come to the Jewish laws {rofdfiots tepoa- 
e\t]\vBu>s rots 'IovScukoU, XVIII. iii. 5), or simply 
becomes a Jew (etyai 'lovSaiot, XX. it 4) ; one 
whom the Jews have brought over to their re- 
ligious observances, and made in a sense part of 
themselves (BJ VII. iii. 3). All but a few of the 
women of Damascus had been brought under the 
Jewish religious worship (Bprja-Ktla) — BJ ii. xx. 2. 
The Idumamns and Ituneans were circumcised, and 
lived according to the laws of the Jews (Xlll. ix. 1, 
xi. 2 ; cf. XIII. xv. 4, XV. vii. 9 ; c. Ap. ii. 11, 29). 
Religion is with Josephus, not indeed simply a 
matter of race, but essentially one of ancestral 
custom and lixed habit of life, and a change of 
religion is a change of oustom. 

A poo. Bar speaks of those 'who have forsaken 
vanity and flea for refuge beneath thy wings,' in 
contrast to those who have ' withdrawn from thy 
covenant and cast from them the yoke of thy 
law ' (41 3> *) ; II and refers to them again as ' those 
who before knew not, but afterwards knew life 

•8ee Zee 2", Est 9*7. 
t Cf. Dt ft" 10». 

t N aainan is hardly on exception, since he can worship J" in 
a foreign land only by taking some of J "s land with him 

(2 K 5'7- »0. 
I See references above. 

I So Philo contrasts proselytes with apostates (w rif «V»> 
tip* «wn>>rK. de Patnit. 2). 



and mingled with the seed of the people which 
had separated itself (42 s ). 

Much uncertainty must be acknowledged regard- 
ing the use of the phrase the ' devout ' or ' God- 
fearers' ("rr '(TV, ol dtopou/xevoi rbr Ocbv [Kyoto*], ol 
otfibfurcK r. 0.) as the technical name either for 
proselytes in general or for a certain class of prose- 
lytes. In Judaism (after Dt 6 2 - 1 *-" JO'*-*, Lv 
]qh. w 25" etc.) it became so far a standing phrase 
for Israelites, or the true Israelites, themselves 
that it would seem inappropriate as a distinctive 
designation of converts, or half converts, from 
heathenism (see Ps 15* 22»-» 25** M 3l u 60* etc., 
Mai 3" 4», Sir 2 7 17 6>«- 17 34»-» etc., Pa -Sol 2" 3« 
4* etc.).* It is indeed commonly held that in Ps 
Dgu* 1* jig* 136>» proselytes are distinguished by 
this title from the Israel itish laity and priesthood. t 
But this is not certain. The phrase may be a 
comprehensive and summary one, as it probably is 
in Ps 22* (so in Three •, cf. «-«, 10 [LXX Dn 
39s. smb. Re V i9» (nw?), where it is equivalent 
to ' servants of the Lord '). 2 K 17**- ** does indeed 
suggest that heathen might fear J" and at the same 
time serve their own gods ; but this is perhaps an 
ironical description of the Samaritan religion. 

It is Acts which seems most clearly to imply a 
technical use of the phrase. Zt/3Ve*ot or d*>poijptroi, 
with or without tot de&v, is commonly regarded as 
designating such non-Jews as held to the Jewish 
synagogue worship and observed the most elemen- 
tary Jewish laws of food aud purity and Sabbath 
observance, without entering by circumcision into 
the Jewish community. Such a class, distinct 
from Jews on the one side and from casual travellers 
to Jerusalem on the other, Josephus once mentions 
as contributing to the wealth of the temple {Ant. 
XIV. vii 2, <re/36/t«*ot to* 6t6r).t Yet the references 
to them here and in Acts are indefinite enough, 
so that Bertholet (pp. 328-334) can argue that 
they are nothing but circumcised proselytes, while 
on the other hand O. Holtzmann (Nl Zeitgesch. 
p. .185) declares that x/wjjXiros is the technical 
name of (uncircumcised) Qopodparot. They are 
distinguished from Israelites (Ac 13 u ), children 
of Abraham's race (13*), the Jews (13" 17 17 ), and 
these two classes together composed the synagogue 
audiences at Antioch of Pisidia and at Athena. 
The ' God-fearers ' seem to be identified with prose- 
lytes in 13 u , for ol atfibtunoi irpoffi)Xwot can hardly 
be different from ol ^o/jovjucvot rbr $e6r of vv.* 8 *". 
Schllrer himself recognized the identification in 
Riehra's Handtoorterbuch* { 1894), art. * Proselyten,* 
but denies it again in the 3rd ed. of his GJ V ( 1898) 
iii. p. 124 ff., where he argues against Bertholet 
that proselytes proper are included in the first 
category, that of Jews or Israelites. This might 
indeed be used in common speech to include all 
the circumcised, whether of Jewish birtlr or not, 
but the phrase ' children of the race of Abraham ' 
(v.*) seems more explicit. But, on the contrary, 
'the devout Greeks' of Thessalonica (17*) were 
hardly a different class from the 'Greeks' whom 
St. Paul found in the synagogues at Iconium (14 1 ) 
and Corinth (18*). St. Paul carries out his threat 
to leave the Jews and go to the Gentiles by going 
to the house of Titius Justus, one of the vt^bfuvw. 
(18 7 ), who could therefore hardly have been circum- 
cised. As to Lydia ( 16") and ' the devout women ' 
of Antioch (13 s "), we cannot determine the degree 
of their connexion with Judaism ; but Cornelius 
is unmistakably an uncircumcised foreigner (dXX6- 
dtvXot, 10 38 ), with whom a Jew could have no free 
intercourse (11 s ). Bertholet is obliged to say that 

* See references in Cramer's WGrterbuch, ». 

t Bertholet (p. 181 f.), Baethgen {Die Ptalmen) on Ps 115" ; 
WsUhausen (PB). This interpretation (roes hack to Theodoret, 
Ibn Ezra, Rashi. 

t These are ' the Greeks who honour our oustows' (Ant. 111. 
vlU. 9) ; those who have a 'seal for our ralifc-ion * (0. Ap. ii. 29). 
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the phrase ^o^otyievos rb» 6e6r (10 1 ' M ) is not used of 
him in its technical sense. It is true that its use 
here, in connexion with other descriptive words, 
and especially in v." (' he that fears him and works 
righteousness'), does not suggest the technical 
name of a definite class of men. But surely 
Cornelius would have been found in the synagogue 
on the Sabbath (see 10 3 -* 1 ), and he is not to be 
distinguished from the clam of foreigners informally 
connected with Judaism, with whom the other 
passages acquaint us. Another such is the cen- 
turion who loved the Jewish nation and built 
them a synagogue (Lk 7*~ 9 ) ; and another, the 
eunuch wno came to Jerusalem to worship (Ac 
but who could not, if he would, enter into 
the assembly of the Lord (Dt 23') ; others are 
mentioned in Jn 12 s0 . 

Bert hoi et is probably right in insisting that 
there was only one sort of convert, the circum- 
cised foreigner, who undertook to fulfil the whole 
law (Gal &). He recognizes, too (pp. 298-300, 334), 
the undoubted fact that Cornelias was a repre- 
sentative of a large class of Greeks who were 
attracted by certain beliefs of Judaism, and adopted 
certain of its customs, were recognized by Jews as 
religious and virtuous men, but did not cross the 
strict line which still separated Jew from Gentile. 
But it seems probable that he is mistaken in com- 
bating the common view that such Greeks were 
called ' God-fearers.' It is true that, in the absence 
of evidence of the common use of the word 
' proselyte ' itself, we might be tempted to find in 
6 (pofiovntvoi an earlier technical name for the 

Cselyte proper, as Cremer seems to do * on the 
is of 2 Ch 5* LXX. But for this the evidence 
is too slight. 

The number of foreigners who had come in some 
measure under the Jewish religion was, according 
to Josephus (Ant. XIV. vii. 2; c. Ap. ii. 29) and 
Philo (Vita Mas. ii. 4), very large.t Schiirer's 
careful collection and investigation of the evidence 
of inscriptions ? proves that there were Greek 
religious societies in the first centuries after Christ, 
of so-called ' worshippers of the Most High God,' 
who got their name and their monotheistic faith 
from the Jews, and yet held to many elements of 
Greek religion. They were a result, in Schiirer's 
opinion, of Jewish propaganda, but remained part 
Jewish, part Greek, in very varying proportions. 
One who belonged to such a society could well 
have vffHfurot, or metuens, inscribed on his tomb.§ 
The * God-fearers,' then, are not proselytes in 
any proper sense, in spite of Ac 13**, which, if not 
due to an early textual error, is an indication 
of a somewhat free, untechnical us« of rpoo~^\vroi 
itself, such as the LXX .would suggest. If the 
latter be allowed here, the question might arise 
whether all the ' proselytes ' in 2 10 were certainly 
circumcised. The question is made the harder by 
the uncertainty whether the phrase applies only 
to the Romans (Zahn) or to all those named in 
w. 8 - 10 (Holtzmann, etc.), and whether they were 
then permanent residents in Jerusalem (v.°), or 
pilgrims to the feast. 

The phrase Proselyte* of the Gate has nothing 
whatever to do with the atfibiievot rbr 0eit>. It is 
simply a late Rabbinical title (after Ex 20 10 , Dt 5" 
etc.) for sojourners in Israel's land (the original 
gerim). Earlier, in the Mishna, such a person is 
ger tOshab (cf. Lv 26* 7b ).|| In distinction from 

• W&rierbueh, I. trpffovrt, f*$it. 

♦ See confirmatory evidence in Bertholet, p. 298 ff., and 
Schiirer. 

J Die Juden <m bosporavitekm Reiehe und die GenouentchaJ- 
ten der n&ip** 9<*> £4<»t»» ebendaeelto, 1897. 
| Against Bertholet. p. 832. 

I The 17ft- and tdthdb are distinguished in Ex 12« «, Lv 25«», 
Nu 36» etc, but are closely associated (cf. Gn 28*. Lv 26» 
1 Ch 29", Pi 89", and Lv 26«-«>). 



these, the proselyte was called by late Rabbis the 
' Proselyte of Righteousness,' while in the Mishna 
he is simply the ' ger.' * 

Although there were among the heathen many 
who were attracted by the monotheism and mor- 
ality of Judaism, and attended the synagogue 
services, yet these were not in our sense proselytes. 
A heathen could become a Jew only by circum- 
cision, hence there was but one order of proselytes 
proper. Lardner had already made the correct 
observation : ' There was but one sort of proselytes 
among the Jews (the circumcised), and Cornelius 
was not a proselyte but a Gentile.' t But that the 
word Tpo<ni\vrot was applied exclusively to these in 
NT times is not certain. 

iii. The Duties and Eights of Proselytes, i.e. of 
circumcised foreigners, were ideally the same as 
those of circumcised Jews (Ex 12"). Philo gives 
abundant evidence that a Greek became a proselyte 
only by a violent and absolute break with his past 
life and associations. X So Tacitus (Hist. v. 5) 
says that proselytes learn to despise the gods, 
cast off the fatherland, and hold parents, children, 
brothers, in contempt. The story of Izates is not 
in conflict with this.§ His first Jewish adviser 
dissuaded him from circumcision, telling him that 
he could worship the deity (rd fleibr aifiiiw) without 
it. But this only meant that it was better for 
him to remain a heathen and not to become a Jew. 
.The second adviser encouraged him to become a 
proselyte. 

If circumcision was the decisive step in the case 
of all male converts, there seems no longer room 
for serious question that a bath of purification 
must have followed, even though early mention 
of such proselyte baptism is not found. || The law 
(Lv 11-15, Nn 19) prescribed such baths in all 
cases of impurity, and one who came with the 
deep impurity of a heathen life behind him could 
not have entered the Jewish community without 
such cleansing. As long as the temple stood, an 
ottering made a third (in case of women a second ) 
rite in connexion with the proselyte's reception. 

According to Dt 23' I 1 '*- full entrance into the 
assembly of the Lord was denied entirely to 
eunuchs (but see Is 56*~ s ), bastards, IT Ammonites, 
and Moabites ; while admittance was granted to 
children of the third generation in the case of the 
Edomite and the Egyptian. It is not clear how far 
this principle may have been applied in later times, 
or just what restrictions it implied.** Certainly, 
the Passover could be observed after circumcision 
(Ex 12«). 

Various practical limitations of the rights of 

firoselytes (in respect to marriage, etc.) which 
atcr Rabbis discuss, probably belong to the in- 
tensified racial feeling whioh followed the rise of 
Christianity and the fall of Jerusalem. The 
proselyte seems to have been feared rather than 
sought or welcomed by the Judaism of the 
Taimud.tt 

The proselyte would, of course, have needed 
instruction, both before and after his admission to 

• To Schurer belongs the credit of having corrected current 
misconceptions on this matter. 

t Work*, vol. vi. pp. 622-633, cf. ad. pp. 306-824. Lardner 
also saw that the distinction of ' proselyte* of the gate 1 and ' of 
righteousness,' and the construction of the Noachic commands 
for the former, were recent. 

t De Viet. O.fferent. 10, de Crtat. Prin. 6, de Carit. 12, etc. 
See other references above. 

§ Ant. xx. ii. 2-4. 

U Baptism of converts is not mentioned by Philo or Josephus, 
but the Mishna presupposes it. See also Arj-ian, and Sib. Or. 
iv. 164 ; Schurer, HJP II. ii. 319-324 (cf. Baptism, HI. a). 

T On the meaning of the Heb. marnztr in Dt 23J ffl, see Driver, 
ad toe., and Nestle in Expo*. Timet, Feb. 1900, p. 235. 

*• See Philo, de Carit. 13 end (cf . Elk 47» ' which shall beget 
children among you '). 

tt See Bertholet, pp. 339-349 ; Schurer, HJP II. iL 834 ff. ; 
Weber, Die Jiiduche Theologie (Index, $. ' Proaelyten '). 
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the Jewish community. One might be tempted to 
find evidence of early catechetical instruction in 
such passages as Ps 15. 24 8ff - 34"- 1 *,* Is 33'*- 18 etc. 
In Harnack's opinion we have in Ai8. l 1_fc 2*-5* and 
fragments in ens. 8 and 13, a book of instruction 
for Jewish proselytes called ' The Two Ways.' 

With the disappearance of a definite second 
order of * Proselytes of the Gate,' the question of 
special rules for them falls away for the biblical 
period. The so-called 'seven commands of the 
children of Noah,' which the Talmud holds to be 
valid- for the ger t6shdb,f are a product of legal 
theorizing, and could never have been enforced Dy 
the Jewish authorities of NT times on the Greeks 
and Romans who lived in Palestine. 

As the trepbfuvoi rbr 9eb» were Gentiles, the Jewish 
authorities would hardly attempt to give detailed 
rules for their life. They would rather accept 
whatever measure of homage Greeks paid to their 
religion as contributing to its glory, and would, 
according to their generosity of disposition, recog- 
nize and admire moral rectitude ana even religious 
reverence among the heathen . For such recognition 
of ethnic religion and morality the OT prepared the 
way. J 

The apostolic decree of Ac 15"- * cf. vv. u - * 21", 
no doubt prohibits some of the heathen practices 
which were most offensive to Jews,§ but cannot be 
identified with any known or probable Jewish rules 
for the oefibfttvoi. It was only Christians who* 
had to face the problem of providing a modus 
vivendi between Jews and Gentiles. That Jews 
did not eat with even the best of the o-tpb/ievot the 
story of Cornelius is striking proof. The Jewish 
customs which the o-epbuerc* seem chiefly to have 
observed were the Sabbath, the kindling of lights 
, (before Sabbath, so as not to violate Ex 35*), the 
fasts, certain food laws, contributions to the 
temple,!; charity to the poor, and other moral 
virtues. IT 

iv. The History of Jewish Proselytism cannot 
even be sketched within the limits of this article.** 
Although the prophets furnished the universal 
faith which must underlie missionary effort ; and 
though Judaism cherished the hone that J" would 
be recognized by all nations, yet it is only among 
the Jews of the Greek Dispersion that anything 
like a propaganda can be found. According to the 
ruling view, which Pharisaism represented, the 
conversion of the heathen was to be accomplished 
by God rather than by man. It belonged to 
eschatology. The Book of Jonah uncovers and 
rebukes the deep-seated reluctance of Judaism to 
go to the heathen with a message for their salva- 
tion. In the Dispersion outward and inward 
conditions favoured a more open and generous 
attitude. Jews could not but be influenced by the 
breadth of Greek thought, and Greeks were drawn 
by the mere spectacle of a people who held a 
monotheistic faith and led a moral life. The 
Hellenistic- Jewish literature was no doubt in part 
aimed at heathen readers, and meant to persuade 
them of the falsity of polytheism and idolatry, 
and the truth of the sacred books, the laws, and 
the doctrines of Judaism. tt The synagogues were 

• Note TU, and see Bertholet, p. 193. 

t Aboda Zara 046 ; Schurer, HJP II. ii. p. 318 f. These were 
(1) judgments (obedience to them) ; and prohibition of (2) blas- 

(>hemy, (3; idolatry, (4) unchastity, (5) murder, (6) stealing, 
7) eating blood. 

: e.g. Melchizedek, Job, Ps 88. 89, cf. 1 K 6" (431), Mai 1«, 
Ps 66*, Bk. of Jonah. So also the account of creation (Gn l^U; 
Is 42*. cf. St. Paul's use of it in Ac 17*» ff ), and such hopes as 

Zee »• 10 14», Jl 228 38, Is 257- 8, p g 478. V Zfcff- 

} See Lv 1710-18*>, Ezk 33»-», Zee 9" etc. 

i Cf. Gal 210, Ac 24", Ro 15»ir., 1 Co 161-3 etc 

1 Philo, Vita Mot. ii. 4 ; Jos. A nl. xiv. vii. 2, e. Ap. ii. 89. 

** See Bertholet, I.e. ; Lohr, Der MiMniontgedanke im Allen 
Tett. 1890; Siegfried, ' Prophetische Miasionsgedanken und 
iudische Missionsbestrebungen,' in Jahrb. Prot. Theol. 1890. 

tt See Schurer, UJP U. iu. 248 ff. 



open to foreigners, and were the most effective 
agency in the propagation of Judaism (cf. Ac 15" 
fulfilling v."). Whether the temple at Lcontopolis 
had a similar effect it is hard to say (cf. Is lO"*- ?). 

It is extremely difficult to measure the results 
of such efforts. The number of those who were 
more or less influenced by Judaism was no doubt 
very great. The number of circumcised proselytes 
may nave been relatively small, but, on the other 
hand, it may have helped to fill out the great 
multitude of Jews who were to be found in Egypt, 
Syria, Asia Minor, Greece, and Italy. 

In Palestinian Judaism it is hard to find evi- 
dence in the time of Christ of that zeal of which 
Mt 23 u speaks. There is evidence of large- acces- 
sions to the Jewish community during the latter 
part of the Persian and the beginning of the Greek 
periods,* a result perhaps of the impulses of which 
Is 40ft'., Ruth, Jonah, and such Psalms as 22. 47. 
65-67. 83 are expressions, which the work of Ezra 
and Nehemiah only temporarily repressed. The 
use of Aramaic, the language of neighbouring 
peoples, is a fact worthy of consideration in this 
connexion. A reaction and a closing of doors 
came with the reign of Antiochus IV. and the rise 
of the Pharisaic party. 

The Maccabtean princes revived the old method 
of proselytizing by force. So John Hyrcanns, 
having conquered Idunuea, permitted the inhabit- 
ants to remain in the land if they would be 
circumcised and adopt the laws and customs of 
the Jews.t The similar forcible conversion of 
the Ituraans by Aristobulus J is regarded by 
Schiirer§ as referring to Galilee. At the begin- 
ning of the Maccalwean wars this had still been 
a heathen country, with a few scattered communi- 
ties of Jews in it, who could be transferred bodily 
to Judrea (1 Mac 5*" M ). The earliest references to 
these Jewish converts in Galilee are found in 
2Ch 30 10 -» (cf. 13*, 2Ch 15 9 ).|| 'It is hardly to 
be doubted that the proper Judaizing of Galilee 
is essentially the work of Aristobulus I.' (B.c. 
105-104). Tne strong Jewish community in Rome 
is plausibly traced to Numenius and his embassy 
(1 Mac 14» 15 18ff -).1T 

But of a proselytizing work by Pharisees their 
literature gives us little information. The story 
of Helena and Izates remains isolated. Saul may 
be cited as a Pharisee who was zealous for the 
extension of his religion, but his effort was not 
to make converts from heathenism, but to pre- 
vent Christians from converting Jews. St. Paul's 
Jewish - Christian adversaries were proselytizers 
(Gal l 810 3 1 5*-" etc.), and perhaps reveal the 
quality in Pharisaism which Mt 23" condemns. 

The Pharisaic ideal remained one of separation. 
Such propaganda as they attempted seems to have 
aimed at the realization of the hope that no un- 
circumcised alien should render Israel and its land 
and temple unclean.** It does not reflect the sur- 

? rising generosity of Dt 23 7 - 8 , Is 19 U-S8 , Zee 9 7 toward 
Braers traditional foes. ft The expectation of a 
future missionary era (Enoch 91" ?) is rare. Prosely- 
tism was a sort of conquest or subjugation, for the 
benefit of the conquerors, not of the conquered, 

* See Wellhausen, Itr. und Hid. GetchichU, p. 160 (3rd ed. 
p. 199 ff.). 
t Am. xiii. ix. 1, cf. xv. vii. 9. 
X Ant. xiii. xi. 8, xv. 4 

| UJP l i. 293 f., Index, p. 01; GJV* ii. 6-7; followed by 
Wellhausen, Bertholet, etc. 

I The Book of Judith also indicates isolated Jewish towns 
amid heathen surroundings. 

H Schurer, HJP L i. p. 266 ff. ; Bertholet, p. 227 ff. 

See Erk 44», Is 62* S&8, Nah 1», Zee 14», Jl 3", Ps.-Sol IT*, 
cf. Rev 21*7 22". 

ft It is very difficult to determine the historical conditions 
that produced these exceptional utterances. 

U The Jews were always ready to say to those whose help 
they needed, 'Come with us, and we will do you good.' See 
Nu 10»M(JE). 
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and it is fair to say that the Jewish proselyte did 
not form a link between the Jews and the Gentiles, 
bnt emphasized and widened the difference. Nor 
did the proselyte prepare the way for Christianity. 
He may well have been the worst of St. Paul's 
enemies, while the o-ejid/ieros, who did not count 
as a Jew at all, was the first of his converts. 
Josephus gives an interesting illustration of the 
truth that it was the narrow Jews who insisted 
on proselytism, while his own more liberal temper 
was satisfied that every one should worship God 
according to his preference.* Only a few could 
recognize that the worship of one Goa and the prac- 
tice of righteousness (Ac 10 s8 ) were more important 
than the observance of legal rites, beginning with 
circumcision, which were essentially tribal in 
character. In the common Jewish judgment these 
Greeks were dogs who ate the crumbs that fell 
from their masters' table, and only a prophet 
could see in them a greater faith than Israel's. 
But in reality the best influence, of Judaism is to 
be found in that large class of heathen to whom 
it taught the worship of one God and the pursuit 
of virtue, and not in the class of actual converts. 

LrmATURX.— Bertholet, Die Stellung der Itraeliten und der 
Juden zu den Fremden (1806) ; Schiirer, HJP II. il. pp. 281- 
327, cf. p. 219 ff., iii. 270-320 (cf. QJV* | 31); Allen, 'On the 
Meaning of TfrikvTK in the Septuagint' (Expositor, 1694, pp. 
264-276) : A. B. Davidson, 'They that Fear the Lord,' in Expoi. 
Tine*, ill. (1892X 491 ff. ; J. Strauss, ' Table-Fellowship of Jew 
and Gentile,' in Expo*. Timet, ir. (1893), 307 ff. On later Rab- 
binical views see Bacber, Die A gad a der Tannaiten, Die Agada 
der paldttinentisehen A moraer (Index, ». ' Proselyten ') ; Weber, 
Die Judieeke Theologie (Index, «. 1 Proselyten ') ; Hamburger, 
Keal-Ency. (art. 'Proeelyf). F. C. PORTER. 

PR0YB.— There are several Heb. and Gr. verbs 
translated ' prove ' in A V, but they fall into two 
classes, according as the Eng. word means (1) to 
test, put to the proof ; or (2) to bring forward 
proof, demonstrate. The first is the more primi- 
tive meaning, as well in the Lat. probare and the 
Fr. prover as in the Eng. ' prove.' It has now 
gone out of use, but in A V it is rather more fre- 
quent than the second meaning. A familiar ex- 
ample is Mai 3 10 1 Prove me now herewith, saith 
the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open yon the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing.' 
Cf. Udall, Erasmus' Paraphrase, i. 67, 'Jesus 
thought good to prove how much his scholars had 
profited by hearing so muche communicacion, and 
by seeing so many miracles . . . therefore he de- 
roandeth of them, saying, Whom doe men talke 
that the sone of man is ? and p. 103, 1 Pilate per- 
ceyvyng that though he proved all wayes and 
meanes yet he prevayled nothyng ... he assoyled 
Jesus before that he condemned hym.' This, as 
Skeat remarks, is the meaning of 1 prove ' in the 
proverb, 'The exception proves the rule ' = Lat. 
exceptio probat regulam ; the idea that an excep- 
tion demonstrates a rule is, as he says, plainly 
absurd. See also Driver, Parallel Psalter, 452 f. 

J. Hastings. 

PROVERB. — i. The connotation of the term 
' Proverb.' The proverb is a familiar phenomenon, 
but when the question is put, What is its place in 
the system of devices that enter into the employ- 
ment of language, a correct reply will hardly be 
found in the literature dealing with the use of 
proverbs. An attempt will be made in the present 
article to furnish a satisfactory answer. We assign 
the proverb to the category of synecdochical ex- 
pressions, regarding it as a species of the totum 
pro parte. The proverb is a general proposition, 
which throws its light upon a number of single 
instances. This is confirmed by the biblical usage 
in two ways— (a) It happens more than once in 

• Vita, 23. 31, and cf. Ant. iv. viii. 10, X. xL 7, m vi. 8, 
c Ap. iL 83, 40 ; Philo, de Monarch, i. 7 (cf. Jer 2" 18«-i», 
Mk 4*). 



the OT that one and the same sentence is in one 
passage put into the mouth of the general subject 
* they (Germ, man, Fr. on), and in another is 
called a ' proverb.' In 1 S 19 J4b we read, ' Where- 
fore they say, Is Saul also among the prophets!' 
whereas in the parallel passage (10 Iab ) we find, 
'Therefore it became a mdshal, Is Saul also among 
the prophets'? Again, in Jer 31 M we read, 'In 
those days they shall say no more, The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth 
are set on edge,' but m Ezk 18 2 we find in place of 
this, ' What mean ye, that ye use this mdshal in 
the land of Israel, The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge ? ' 
(b) But even the meaning of mashdl appears to the 
present writer to show that the sayings to which 
this designation is applied were general proposi- 
tions. For in art. Parable (in OT) we consider we 
have proved that the original sense of mdshal was 
' likeness ' or ' identity,' and as the usual form of an 
identification is the combination of subject and pre- 
dicate, mdshal became an expression for a judgment 
in general. What, then, is the Hebrew mashdl but 
a general proposition? In this way we may ex- 
plain the use of mdshal also for an authoritative 
utterance in Nu 23»» 24 s - *■"■.» Job 27 1 29'. 
From this point mdshal could readily attain to the 
meaning 'proverb,' which it possesses also, e.g., in 
the recently-discovered Heb. text of Sir 47"*, where 

we read Vro, Syr. ^ASa Gr. xa/w/t/cu, Vetus 
( = Vulgate) Latina proverbia. 

ii. The general proposition and the proverb in 
the narrower sense in their mutual relations. — 
These two belong to the same category, and the 
border-line between them cannot always be sharply 
drawn ; but the essential difference between a 
general proposition and a proverb is this, that the 
proverb nas entered more upon the stage of un- 
conscious existence. Prominent representatives of 
the two groups are the following: (a) General 
sentences such as 'Thou shalt not muzzle the ox 
when he treadeth out the corn' (Dt 25*). This 
sentence is, so to speak, on the way to go over to 
the camp of the proverbs (cf. 1 Co 9», 1 Ti 5 18 ), but 
it has not yet reached this goal. Other general 
sentences of the same kind occur in 1 S 15-* ('To 
obey is better than sacrifice'), 1 K 20 nb , Jer 13*» 
23* b , Ps 62 ,0 », 2 Ch 25 8b /S, cf. Lk l* 7 .— (b) But such 
sayings as the following have more certainly at- 
tained to the 6tage of current use, and are there- 
fore proverbs in the more special sense : ' as Nimrod 
a mighty hunter [i.e. warrior or conqueror] before 
the LORD,' Gn lO 8 *, cf. 22 ub , Jg 8 ll \ 1 S 10'* (|| 19*) 
24", 2 S 5 8b 20 18 . Is 32*-, Jer 31» Ezk 12 43 16« b 18 J , 
Job 2* b , Lk 4 B , Jn 4" (6 \6yot, k.t.\.), 2 P 2" 
{rapM/da).— The genetic relation of the two groups 
is this, that the general sentences form a under 
circle, from which the proverbs stand out as an 
tlite, and the two concentric circles form a constant 
parallel. — There is even a passage in the OT where 
the characteristic of currency which belongs to the 
proverb proper has clear expression given to it. 
We refer to 1 S 24", where the sentence ' Out of 
the wicked cometh forth wickedness ' is called 
'P"ipC, ».«• ' the proverb of the ancients' (cf., on the 
collective sense of the singular, Konig, Syntax, 
§ 256e). What can this mean but that this judg- 
ment has been long passed, and preserved during 
the centuries? It is the same when in 2 S 20 w we 
read, ' They were wont in old time to speak, saying, 
They shall surely ask counsel at Abel.' On the 
other hand, the OT contains a remark from which 
we see that general sentences might be regarded as 
the product of reflexion. In the passage (Ec 12*" 1 *) 
where the Preacher says that he sought out many 
parables (0'V59» lit. 'sentences'), he adds, 'Much 
study is a weariness of the flesh.' So in the Heb. 
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text of Sir lS Kb we read ' Study and meditation U 
wearisome thought,' where in the Greek version 
this ' study 1 is specialized as eDpecit TapapoXQv, ' in- 
vention of parables.' 

iii. The, form of the proverb. — The following 
varieties of form are to be noted— (a) Some of these 
sentences are affirmative, and serve to commend 
the individual to whom the general judgment is 
applied. This is illustrated by the very lirst pro- 
verb we encounter in the Bible, namely, 'as INim- 
rod a mighty conqueror in the estimation of 
Jahweb ' (Gn 10 Bb ). Another mdshdl may have a 
negative character, and pass a taunting criticism 
on the persons to whom such a negative mdshdl 
refers. This is the case with the sentence, ' Where- 
fore they that sneak in proverbs say, Come unto 
Heshbon,' etc. (>iu 21*), or with the question, ' Is 
Saul also among the prophets?' (1 S 10" II 19*). 
A taunting oracle of this kind is also to be 
spoken over the king of Babylon, when that 
city at last reaps the reward of her tyranny 
(Is 14* 'Thou shalt take up this parable against 
the king of Babylon, and say, How hath the op- 
pressor ceased, the golden city ceased 1 '). The 
same phenomenon occurs in Hob 2 s , and a similar 
negative mdshdl is spoken about disobedient Israel 
in Mic 2*. _ Hence a formidable threat, occurring 
not rarely in the OT, is that some one shall be 
made the subject of a mdshdl. Thus Israel, if 
it persists in its impiety, is to be a ' proverb ' ( Dt 
28"). The other examples are : 1 K 9 7 , Jer 24», 
Ezk 14 8 (o'W>), Ps 44" 69", Job 17 s 2 Ch 

7". 

(6) Another formal difference amongst proverbs 
shows itself in their varying lengths. A judgment 
is naturally expressed, of course, in a single simple 
sentence, and so we find it not only in that ' pro- 
verb of the ancients ' in 1 S 24 M , but in the great 
majority of the proverbs contained in the historical 
ana prophetical books of the Bible. Jer 31 1 " 9 and 
Ezk 12^ 18* are exceptions, for in these the sen- 
tences are made up ot two simple statements : for 
instance in the mdshdl * The days are prolonged, 
and every vision faileth' (Ezk 12 s3 ). From this 
formal point of view we naturally obtain a rule of 
considerable importance for determining the date 
of the proverbs contained in the ' book of mishdlim' 
(Pr li. ■ 20 7 -»). That the Book of Proverbs does 
not form a unity is evident even from the titles 
which we meet with in 10 l 22" 24* 25 1 SP SI 1 . 
For whoever prefixed to the 10th chapter the title 
'the Proverbs of Solomon,' did not suppose that 
proverbs of Solomon were contained also in chs. 
1-9. Now, the section 10M22 M possesses this for- 
mal characteristic, that the sentences contained in 
it are, with the exception of 19 7 (cf. 21*'*), expressed 
in isolated distichs, and although in these sentences 
causal (16 ,fc * 19" 21 s " 22") or final (15 9 * 16*°) clauses 
make their appearance, yet they form a part of the 
particular distich. But in the section 22"-24 54 
groups of four, five, six, or more stichoi are more 
frequent. On the other hand, in chs. 25-29 the 
sentence is again frequently expressed by isolated 
distichs (25U.U. esp. chs. 28 and 29), or 

by tristichs (25 s - "), although tetrastichs also occur 
(perhaps in 25* «-, certainly in «•«•«'•) The last 
two chapters of the book contain as a rule larger 
groups of lines, and exhibit also such devices as the 
alphabetical poem (31 10 -' 1 ). But the isolation of 
the sentences is almost entirely wanting in chs. 
1-9. There the teacher of wisdom develops his 
ideas almost always in connected expositions (cf. 
!«. io-w 2 i-». lot. e tc). From these considerations 
alone the conclusion may be drawn with much 
probability that in the section 10 l -22 ,e we have the 
oldest collection of sayings (so recently also Wil- 
deboer in his essay, De Ttjdsbepaling van het boek 
der Spreuken, 1899, p. 7). See, further, the follow- 



ing article. This rule that the extent of the 
clauses in which a sentiment is expressed, increased 
in general as time went on, is favoured also when 
we compare the groups of sayings of Ben Sira 
(1 i-».s.-*.j7-» 2 1 * etc.). The Book of Qoheleth, 
which, in the opinion of the present writer (cf. 
Einleitung, pp. 433-435), was written still later, is 
likewise composed for the most part of continuous 
expositions. Post-biblical Jewish works also ex- 
hibit proverbs only of that kind which are inwoven 
in a continuous text, as pearls ore wont to be set 
in gold. Such is the cose in the tractate Pirkt 
Aboth (lit. 'chapters of the fathers'), which is per- 
haps the oldest portion of the Mishna. 

iv. The material of the Biblical proverbs.— -This 
may be best illustrated by indicating the spheres 
from which the particular sayings are drawn. 
These are mainly hve — 

(a) From the Mineral Kingdom we have the 
following : ' The waters wear the stones ' (Job 14"), 
the Hebrew pendant to ' gntta cavat saxum ' ; ' A 
word fitly spoken (is like) apples of gold in pictures 
of silver"' (Pr 25") ; 'Iron sharpeneth iron' (27 17 ) ; 
' In the fire is the gold tried ' (Sir 2 s ) ; ' Gold has 
ruined many ' (8*) ; * Whoso toucheth pitch it shall 
cleave to his hand' (13 u , Heb. text translated by 
C. Taylor) ; * What fellowship shall earthen pot 
have with kettle, when, if this smite that, it is 
dashed in pieces!' (13*); 'What is heavier than 
lead,' etc. ? (22") ; * Sand and salt and a mass of 
iron is easier to bear than a man without under- 
standing' (v.") % 

(b) From the' Vegetable Kingdom we note first 
of all the proud question by which Jeremiah dis- 
tinguishes nimseli from his rivals : ' What is the 
chaff to the wheat ? ' (23* b ). To the same category 
partially belongs also the saying about the eating 
of sour grapes (Jer 31*, Ezk 18 s ), as well as the 
following sentences : ' Better is a dinner of herbs 
where love is, than a stalled ox and hatred there- 
with' (Pr 15" || 17 1 ) ; ' Wine is a mocker' (Pr 20 1 ) ; 
' Drowsiness shall clothe (a man) with rags ' (23*' b ) ; 
cf. 'Seek not to be a mighty man at wine' (Sir 
34") ; ' Like a new wine, so is a new friend ' (9 ,0c ) ; 
and 'Wine and women will make men of under- 
standing to fall away ' ( 19*). 

(c) From the Animal Kingdom are derived the 
following general sayings ana proverbs : first comes 
the caution, ' Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when 
he treadeth out the corn ' (Dt 25 4 ) ; next, the ear- 
nest question, ' Can the leopard change his spots ! ' 
(Jer 13*); to which may be added the general 
sayings, ' Go to the ant, thou sluggard ; consider 
her ways, and be wise' (Pr 6*) ; 'Where no oxen 
are, the crib is clean' (14 4 , cf. Sir 26 7 ) ; 'A whip 
for the horse, a bridle for the ass, and a rod for 
the fool's back ' (26») ; ' Skin for skin ' (Job 2*) ; 
' Doth the wild ass bray when he hath grass?' (6 B ) ; 
' Small among flying creatures is the bee, and her 
fruit is the cnief of sweetmeats' (Sir 11') ; 'Who 
will pity (?) a charmer that is stung?' (12 1 ** trans- 
lated from the Heb. by C. Taylor) ; ' All flesh 
loveth its kind' (13 ,5 » ij«d anir -wan Va; cf. the 
Arabic, 'One camel kneels again in the place of 
another,' ap. Schultens, Gram. Arab. p. 297 ; ^X«£ 
f/Xuca ripwti ; ' Pares cum paribus facilhme congre- 
gantur ' ; ' Qui se ressemblent s'assem blent ' ; ' Birds 
of a feather flock together'); 'What fellowship 
shall wolf have with lamb?' (Sir 13"' am law no 
raa b*) ; ' Flee from sin as from a serpent,' etc. 
(21"); 'The true proverb, The dog is turned to 
his own vomit again, and, The sow that was 
washed to her wallowing in the mire ' (2 P 2*). 

(d) Other sayings in the Bible which border on 
the realm of proverbs, or belong to it, are borrowed 
from the human sphere ; and if it is desired to 
divide this large group into its particular species, 
these may be given as follows :— (a) Many proverbs 
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are derived from the life of the individual. To 
this category belong the frequently cited 'As 
Nimrod,' etc. (Gn 10"°) ; ' Is Saul also among the 
prophets?' (IS 10 u || 19 s *) ; « As is the mother, so 
is her daughter ' (Ezk 16 44b ) ; ' Treasures of wicked- 
ness profit nothing' (Pr lO**; cf. the Arab. 
matal**, ' Poverty is better than unlawful riches 
and unrighteous gain,' ap. Schultens, Gram. Arab. 
p. "284; 'Ill-gotten goods do not prosper'; * Bien 
mal acquis ne profite pas ') ; ' The memory of the 
just is blessed/ etc. (Pr 10 7 13"-**); 'Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation' (14 s4 ); 'A soft answer 
turneth away wrath' (15 1 ); 'In all labour there 
is profit' (14 afc ), cf. the following negative par- 
allels: 'The sluggard will not plough by reason 
of the cold,' etc. (20* 22" 24" 26 1 *-' 6 ) ; * A sluggard 
may be compared to a dirty stone ' (Sir 22' ; cf. 
the Arabic saying, 'Sloth and much sleep lead 
away from God, and bring poverty,' ap. Schultens, 
Granu Arab. p. 281 f.) ; 'It is better to dweU in 
a corner of the housetop than with a brawling 
unman in a wide house' (Pr 21"; similar sayings 
about women are found in v. 19 25** 27'*, cf. the 
extravagant hyperbole in ' I would rather dwell 
with a lion and a dragon than in a house with an 
angry woman' (Sir 25")) ; 'A friend will not be 
known (jrn*) in prosperity,' etc. (Sir 12 8 , translated 
by C. Taylor) ; ' Whoso diggeth a pit shall fall 
therein ' (Pr 26", and similarly Ec 10 8 , Sir 27* ; 
cf. ' He who digs a pit for another, may soon fall 
himself therein,' or 'celui qui creuse la fosse y 
tombera'); 'Give to a brother, and let thy soul 
fare delicately' (Sir 14 18 », Heb. text 'ai run jn) ; .'A 
slip on a pavement is better than a slip with the 
tongue ' (Sir 20'*) ; ' A lie is a foul blot in a man ' 
(v.**; cf. the Arabic, 'The tongue of the dumb is 
better than the tongue which speaks lies,' ap. 
Schultens, Gram. Arab. p. 284); 'He who multi- 
plies words occasions sin' (Pirki Aboth, i. 17); 
' A rough (or boorish) man fears not sin ' ("to flj 
•9? *T,, tb. ii. 5) ; ' Whoso makes much flesh makes 
many -worms' (ib. ii. 7; cf. Is.l4 ,lb Bo 8 * 6 , Job 1* 
17 Ub 21* b 24** 25**).— 09) Other proverbs draw a 
lesson from the life of nations or other wider 
circles of the human race : ' They shall surely ask 
counsel at Abel' (2 S 20 18 ); 'Can the Ethiopian 
change his skin ? ' ( Jer 13 s3 ) ; ' As the man is, so 
Ls his strength ' (Jg 8 2U ) ; 1 S 24" ; ' The vile 

gjrson will speak villainy ' (Is 32*») ; Jer 31"= 
zk 18*. — (7) In that observation of human life 
which led to the constructing of proverbs, regard 
has also been had to the life of the warrior, as in 
'As Nimrod,' etc. (Gn 10 Hb ), and in 'Let not him 
that girdeth on (his harness) boast himself as he 
that putteth it off' (1 K 20" b ) ; the conduct of the 
trader is noted in ' skin for skin ' (Job 2*, cf. the 
case of Shylock) ; the sphere of the physician is 
in view in 'Physician, heal thyself (Lk 4 M ); and 
the hard lot of the husbandman suggests the lesson, 
' One soweth and another reapeth (Jn 4 s7 ). 

(«) From the religious or supra-human sphere 
the following sayings are derived : ' In the mount 
of the Lord it is seen' [i.e. Divine Provi- 
dence is exercised ; see, further, art. J ehovah- 
Jirkh] (Gn 22 wb ) ; ' The blind and the lame must 
not come into the house ' {i.e. the temple, 2 S 5 8b ) ; 
' The days are prolonged, and every vision faileth ' 
(Ezk 12*); 'God hath power to help' (2 Ch 25"; 
cf. 'With God nothing is impossible,' Lk I s7 ). 
This noting of the spheres from which the biblical 
proverbs are derived, prepares us for recognizing 
the origin of these — 

v. The source of the proverbs of the Bible. — This 
was twofold — one source formal, and one material. 
Their formal source lay in the ability of the human 
mind to compare the objects of its observation, 
and, from comparison of the various phenomena, 
to draw conclusions. The material source was the 



sum of experiences gathered by men in the different 
spheres of their environment. Both sources were 
in the last resort opened up by God himself. For 
the human capacity for separating off points of 
difference and combining similarities, was a feature 
in the Divine image which was bestowed on man 
at his creation (Gn l M - 2 7 ), and which survived the 
Fall (Gn 5 1 -* 9«, 1 Co ll 7 , Ja 3») ; cf. 'The spirit 
of man is the candle of the Lord' (Pr 20 a7 '), and 
'(God) gave man understanding' (Sir 38' njuS pn 
nra). And is not the same God the final author 
of the experiences which form the material sub- 
stratum ot the biblical proverbs ? Hence the aged 
appear as Jahweh's representatives in the congre- 
gation (Lv 19" 'Thou shalt rise up before the 
hoary head, etc., and fear thy God ). They are 
celebrated also elsewhere as possessors of wisdom, 
cf. Pr I s 6", Job 12' 3 ('with the ancient is wisdom') 
15 M -, although in the opinion of Elihu this rule is 
not without exceptions (32 7 '-). So also Ben Sira : 
' Miss not the discourse of the aged, for they also 
learned of their fathers ' (Sir 8 fc ) ; and the Preacher 
drew his sayings (0^59 Ec 12") from the experi- 
ences of his long life (l u 7") ; cf. the exhortation, 
' Let our lord consult only his old men ' (Tel el- 
Amarna Letters, ed. Winckler, No. xli. 11), and 
the Arabic, 'Length of experience is increase of 
knowledge' (ap. Schultens, Gram. Arab. p. 281). 
Hence we need not wonder that in the Bible itself 
proverbs are viewed as legitimate elements in its 
contents. Like the information of the husband- 
man spoken of in Is 28", they have their original 
source in the Divine arrangement of the world and 
disposition of history. 

vi. Proverbs outside Scripture. — From the same 
standpoint as above it is explicable how the 
proverbs of the Bible agree essentially with those 
which we find in the post-biblical Jewish writings 
and in the literary treasures of other nations. 
Further materials for comparison beyond what 
have been already cited from both these classes 
of writings will be found in the Literature. 

LmRATTTRH. — J. Buxtorf, FlorUegium Bebraieum, 1648- R. 
J. Fiiratenthal, Rabbinitche Anthologie, 1836; J. Furst, Per- 
lentchnure aramditcher Unomen una Lieder, 1836 ; L. Duke*, 
Rabbininehe Blumenlete, 1844, and Zur rabbinitchen Sprvch- 
kunde, 1851 ; C. Taylor, Sayingi of the Jewiih Father*, Cam- 
bridge, 1897, Appendix, Oamb. 1900 ; 8. 8chechler, Aboth de 
Rabbi Nathan, Vindoboim, 1887 ; Gabirol'a O'J'JDn mao TBO, A 
Choice of Pearls, originally, compiled from the Arabic, translated 
into Hebrew, with a faithful Eng. tr. by B. H. Aaher, London, 
1809 ; Freytag, Arabum prooerbxa, 1838-43 ; the Ethiopic Book 
of the Philosopher i, portions of which are given in Dillmann's 
Chreitomathia jKthvopiea, p. 40 ff. ; G. Oerber, Die Spraehe 
aU Kuntt, Bd. ii. (1886) p. 40611. ; W. Budge, Oriental WO, etc., 
London, 1899, p. 31 S. Ed. KOXIG. 

PB0YERB8, BOOK OF.- 

Introduction. 

i. Analysis of the book. 

ii. Unity and Authorship. 

iii. Dates of the various components of the book. 

iv. Relation ot the Massoretic text to the Versions. 

Literature. 

The Book of Proverbs (nbV tyos LXX title 
Hapotulai, subscr. B Uapoiniai, A II. ZoXo/iunro*, K 
II. ZaX.) belongs, with Job and Qoheleth, to the 
Wisdom literature. In harmony with the char- 
acter of the Hebrew Hokhmah (wisdom), which is 
inspired by religious motives, this book as a whole 
has a decidedly religious character, although we 
find also that many maxims have found their way 
into it which bear upon ordinary prudence of con- 
duct, and are the result of purely human experi- 
ence. See, further, art. Wisdom. 

i. Analysis of the Book.— The Book of Pro- 
verbs falls into a number of parts which are clearly 
distinct, and which are partially marked off by 
special titles — 
I (1) Chs. 1-9, which form the introduction to the 
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book which now follows. In l 1 Solomon is named 
as the author of the proverbs, but v. 8 appears also 
to announce the intention of publishing ' words 
and riddles of the wise.' The author of these 
chapters exhorts the reader, whom he addresses as 
' my son,' to give himself with all earnestness to 
the pursuit of wisdom, and to flee folly, which is 
thought of predominatingly as consisting in sensual 
indulgences. In ch. 8 Wisdom is introduced speak- 
ing in person, while in ch. 9 ' Madam Folly ' is 
opposed to ' Madam Wisdom,' and the two are 
represented as issuing rival invitations to men. It 
is not possible to regard these chapters as a collec- 
tion of various exhortations intended as words of 
introduction to books of proverbs (Bertheau), nor 
have we any right to assume that they contain 
serious interpolations (Hitzig). On the contrary, 
the unity of diction and of the whole mode of pre- 
sentation, as well as the equally evident unity in 
the train of ideas throughout these chapters, point 
to a single author. 

(2) Ch. 10'-22", the 'proverbs of Solomon' («^o 
nbSf 10 u ; LXX om.), forming the real kernel of 
the book. Each verse, consisting usually of seven, 
sometimes eight, rarely nine to eleven, words, forms 
a saying complete in itself and independent. In 
chs. 10-15 the antithetic parallelism predominates, 
in chs. 15-22" the synthetic, along with which we 
find also the synonymous, in which the second 
member limits or expands or continues the first. 

(3) Ch. 22 l7 -24 !a . These 'words of the wise' 
(22 17-al ) contain maxims and warnings which only 
exceptionally are comprised in a single verse ; 
usually they extend to two, sometimes three, once 
even seven, verses. They are again addressed, 
like V-, to ' my son,' a form of address which is 
found in (2) only in the corrupt passage 19 27 . The 
rigid poetical rhythm of (2) is not prominent in 
this section, here and there it is wanting entirely. 

(4) Ch. 24" 23 - 1 ". This appears to be an appendix 
to (3). It is headed, ' These are also words of the 
wise,' and may perhaps be reduced to seven sayings 
and exhortations, comprised for the most part in 
one verse, although the second consists of two, and 
the seventh of five, verses. 

(5) Chs. 25-29, with the heading, 'These also 
are proverbs of Solomon, which the men of Heze- 
kiah, king of Judah, collected,' 25'. Here again, 
as a rule, each verse makes up a proverb (so always 
in chs. 28. 29), although at times two, in 27 a3 " 37 
even five, verses have to go together. Some of the 
sayings are duplicates of proverbs contained in 
10' -22". The parallelism is not regular as in (2), 
but these sayings are distinguished by the pithiness 
of their contents and the rich imagery of their 
language. The religious character recedes far 
into the background ; notably in chs. 25-27, they 
are for the most part sayings bearing purely upon 
a prudent direction of the conduct of lite. 

(6) Ch. 30, entitled * Words of Agur,' made up, 
as to form and contents, of enigmatical sayings, 
and a few numerical proverbs such as meet us 
elsewhere only in 6 s "". The title in 30" is mani- 
festly corrupt (cf. Frankenberg or Wildeboer ad 
loc., and art. Agur). 

(7) Ch. 31 l " 9 , exhortations to 'Lemuel, king of 
Massa' (see Lemuel and Massa), spoken by his 
mother. These may really be reduced to a single 
saying consisting of eight verses, in which the 
mother cautions Tier son against wine and women, 
and exhorts him to rule righteously (cf. Miihlau, 
De Proverb, qua: dicvniur Agurx et Lemuelis 
orujine atque indole, Lipsise. 1869, and Kuenen, 
Ondcrzoek 2 , § 95, note 10). The book closes with — 

(8) Ch. 31 "- 31 , an alphabetical poem, standing 
by itself, without any connexion with what pre- 
cedes, devoted to a panegyric on the virtuous 
housewife. 



ii. Unity and Authorship. — It is beyond 
question that in the present book we have to do 
not with a collection of proverbs which took their 
rise in the mouth of the people, but with arti- 
ficially constructed poetry. Delitzsch has pointed 
to the saying contained in 1 S 24 u [Eng. U J, ' Out 
of the wicked cometh forth wickedness,' as a 
specimen of the folk-proverb. The latter wants 
the rhythmical form, and is generally marked by 
pregnant brevity ; cf. also 1 S 10", 1 K 20", Jer 
31», Ezk 18 a , Lk 4 B , Jn 4 s7 (see the preceding 
article). But for such sayings M*e seek in vain in 
the Book of Proverbs. This is generally recog- 
nized to be the case, as is shown by the inquiry as 
to the authorship of our book and its sayings. 
From the titles in 10 1 25 1 22" 24**' 30 1 31" (cf. I 8 ) it 
results with certainty that the traditional view, 
which credits Solomon with tho authorship of our 
book and its individual parts, must be rejected. 
It must, further, be admitted that no principle can 
be distinguished upon which the proverbs are 
arranged. Sometimes, indeed, sayings of similar 
purport are brought together, which collectively 
make up a series of admonitions ; or sayings in 
which the same word recurs are found in juxta- 
position ; but these are only isolated occurrences. 
Finally, it is a significant circumstance that the 
same proverbs are repeated in identical or almost 
identical terms in different parts of the book : 
compare 21" with 28", 18 8 with 26**, 20" with 27", 
22 s with 27", 19" with 26", 17 3 »=27 ;< ", 19"=28»\ 
15 l8 »=29 ss,k , 22 28, = 23 l0 », 24 s3 - M =6 10 - ", 22 a »=23 Ub , 
24 8 compared with 2tf" b and ll I4b ; nay, even within 
the same division such repetitions make their ap- 
pearance, e.g. 14"= 16", 10* b =ll 4b , 10"*= 18 1 ", 11*" 
= 16 ,6b , 15 33b =18" b , and oft. ; cf. Delitzsch, Comm. 
p. 21 ff.; Nowack (in the Kgf. Hdbch.), p. xxiv ; 
Cornill, Einlcitung*, p. 225; Driver, LOT 9 , p. 397. 
The phenomena just noticed necessitate the assump- 
tion that the different parts of our book belong to 
different authors, and consequently exclude the 
authorship of Solomon. 

But although the book in its present form 
does not proceed from Solomon, may not parti- 
cular portions of it be assigned directly or indi- 
rectly to him ? One title (10 1 ) plainly credits him 
with the authorship of l(fl-22 xe , while another 
(25 1 'proverbs of Solomon, which the men of. 
Hezekiah, king of Judah, collected ') ascribes chs 
25-29 at least indirectly to him. But thest 
.titles simply give expression to the tradition .tha* 
prevailed at a particular period, while the fact that 
the men of Hezekiah are spoken of in the third 
person would appear to indicate that this note 
does not proceed trom themselves, nay, the way in 
which Hezekiah is spoken of not as ' king,' but as 
' king of Judah,' suggests that the note was written 
down at a time when there was no longer a king 
of Judah (cf. Baudissin, Die. alttcst. Spruchdich- 
tung, p. 11). We need not then regard it as im- 
possible that we have to do with a literary fiction 
which attributed proverbs to Solomon, perhaps in 
order to enhance their value, just as the books of 
Qoheleth and Wisdom are also ascribed to him. 
Such a tradition is all the more intelligible, be- 
cause not only was Solomon regarded as the beau 
ideal of wisdom, but in IK 4 a it is expressly 
stated that he spoke three thousand proverbs. 
This passage, in fact, has been sought to be used 
in support of the Solomonic authorship of our 
book, but (a) the Book of Proverbs contains only 
nine hundred and thirty-five verses, (b) 1 K 4 s3 
says only that Solomon spoke three thousand pro- 
verbs, (c) this passage does not lead us to suppose 
that the contents of these proverbs belonged to the 
religious and moral sphere, rather would they 
appear from v. 33 to have dealt with subjects of 
quite a different kind. Consequently the author 
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of 1 K 4 M cannot have meant his remarks to apply 
to our book, although it is quite conceivable that 
the tradition that Solomon was the author of the 
Book of Proverbs, or of particular portions of it, 
goes back for its basis to this passage. 

Against the Solomonic authorship of the portions 
designated above (2) and (5), the contents of the 
proverbs contained in them are rightly urged : in 
14* 8 - » 16 w - l4L 20 s - *• «■ * 21 a 22" 25 2t 29* 14 it is 
not a king that speaks of himself, but another that 
speaks of the king, and the experiences under- 
lying these proverbs are scarcely conceivable in 
the days of Solomon, rather do they point to later 
times ; in 14 1 18 23 19" L 21»- proverbs dealing 
with married and domestic life — monogamy is 
uniformly presupposed, and unquestionably the 
thought of a harem is far from the mind of the 
author ; proverbs like those contained in 1 I s8 
15 18 - ** 16" are unlikely in the mouth of the 
splendour-loving Solomon, etc. 

Under these circumstances we must disregard 
the titles, and seek from internal evidence alone 
to date the composition of our book and of its 
parts. 

iii. Dates of the various Components of 
the Book. — Which of the above divisions of the 
Book of Proverbs are we to make our starting- 
point? Hitzig and Hooykaas have taken l 7 -9 to 
be the oldest portion, holding that when 10 , -22 18 
were collected, l 7 -9 already existed. But simple 
co m pari ho n of the parallel passages in the two 
divisions does not justify such a conclusion ; see 
Comm. on 18 s2 and 8 s * ; 14» and 9 1 ; 19 12b and 3 1S ; 
9 and 10 1 ; 12» and 3" 5* 8" ; 12 s 16" 19" and 3* 
13" ; and cf. Kuenen, I.e. § 96, note 10. On 
the other hand, a comparison of the form of the 
proverbs and the conception of wisdom in these 
two divisions leads to the conclusion that the first 
division must be the more recent. The strict form 
of the mdshdl, with its didactic tendency, as this 
appears throughout the second division, is sup- 
pressed in the first, and in its place a fuller pre- 
sentation of the parenesis prevails. To regard a 
periodic structure such as we find here as older 
than the simple form of the distich in the second 
division is all the less possible, seeing that this 
first division also lets it be clearly seen that mean- 
while wisdom has become a subject in the schools, 
where ' the wise ' gathered their pupils around 
them as their ' sons,' a feature which is wanting 
in the second division. If one takes into account, 
finally, that in chs. 1-9 wisdom is thought of as an 
independent personality, who was with God even 
prior to the creation of the world, as the first of 
His works, who stood by His side as superin- 
tendent at the creation, and who now plays her 
rdle on earth among the children of men, whereas 
in the second division wisdom is partly prudent 
conduct and partly the fear of God by which one 
ensures for himself the blessing of God, namely 
long life, prosperity, etc., there can be no doubt 
that the second division (10 I -22 IS ) and the fifth (chs. 
25-29), which are both attributed to Solomon, are 
older than the first (chs. 1-9). 

The relation of the second and the fifth part to 
one another is not easy to determine. In chs. 25 ff. 
we find not only distichs, but also brief oracular 
discourses in which several verses are combined to 
express an idea (cf. 25 a a8 and 27 18 - 37 ), while, 
further, in these chapters the rhythm is several 
times wanting or at least imperfect (cf. 25 8 26 18 ' ). 
On these grounds it has generally been held that 
the fifth part is more recent than the second, in 
which we encounter nothing but distichs of 
uniformly pure rhythm. Hooykaas believes it 
possible to reach the same result by a comparison 
between the verses common to the two divisions, 
but an unprejudiced examination by no means 



establishes this conclusion, nay, Reuss (La Bible, 
vi. 149) actually calls ' the collection of the men of 
Hezekiah the best part of the book.' Viewed more 
exactly, the case stands thus : sometimes it is the 
second, sometimes the fifth, division that has pre- 
served the original form of a proverb (cf. Kuenen, 
I.e. § 96, note 5). Very significant is the circum- 
stance that in chs. 25-27 wisdom appears through- 
out as practical prudence of conduct, without any 
special religious tinge. This suggests that the 
fifth division, although as a collection more recent 
than the second, yet contains in part older proverbs 
than the latter (cf. Frankenberg, Spriiche, p. 8). 

The third and fourth divisions are by general 
consent regarded as more recent than the second 
and fifth : instances of oracular discourses extend- 
ing to five (24 s0 " 34 ), nay, even to seven (2X a ' K ), verses, 
are found here again, while the rhythm is un- 
mistakably less pure and complete than in these 
other divisions. As in the first division, so also 
here we find the form of address 'my son' (cf. 
231s. i». * an j oft.); here as well as there the 
parenetic tone prevails, and, whereas in the second 
and fifth divisions wisdom is a human quality, it 
appears her* t-S the sum of God's requirements 
from man, it is even personified as in the first 
division, and hence can say, * My son, give me thine 
heart, and let thine eyes delight in my ways' 
(23 M ). Finally, in verses like 23 18 24 1 *- 20 the thought 
of a retribution in the world beyond appears to 
emerge : ' The wicked hath 110 future, and the 
candle of the transgressor is put out,' a conception 
which is still strange to 10 I(r - and 25 ,ff \ 

The appendixes chs. 30. 31 consist of three inde- 
pendent pieces, which undoubtedly belong to a 
somewhat late period, and are in fact probably the 
latest in the whole book. We are lea to this con- 
clusion by the very form of the proverbs they 
contain : in 30-31* there is a manifest effort to 
express ideas in single short sententious poems 
marked by the extreme of art, and often enigmati- 
cally expressed. The contents, too, point to a late 
date : in we find a deeper consciousness of the 
inadequacy of man's knowledge of God and of 
divine things than meets us anywhere else except 
in Qoheleth and partially in Job ; moreover, the 
notion that appears in 30^'- of a lixed written 
revelation, from which nothing is to be taken and 
to which nothing is to be added, equally points 
us to a late period, subsequent at all events to 
Deuteronomy. 

The alphabetical poem (31 """J shows by this 
very device, which is peculiar to it, that we have 
to do with a relatively late literary product. To 
determine more specifically its date from its 
contents is unfortunately not possible. 

The determination of the period to which 10'- 
22" and chs. 25-29 belong, is peculiarly difficult 
owing to the circutnstance that historical allusions 
are practically wanting in them. Ewald (Gesch. 
d. Volk. Isr. iii. 598 tf.) has, indeed, discovered in 
2g«. 29'-'- *■ 18 allusions pointing us to the last 
years of the Northern kingdom, but there is no 
necessity to suppose these proverbs to have origin- 
ated then ; at the most it may be conceded simply 
that they would be intelligible if emanating from 
this period (cf. the Books of Amos and Hosea). 
The date of the rise of these collections is not, 
however, to be determined on the ground of par- 
ticular sayings which, like the above, held good at 
various periods of time, but from the whole char- 
acter of the collections. This has escaped the 
notice of those who, like Baudissin, have adduced 
in particular the sayings about the king in order 
to prove that these chapters originated during the 
times of Israel's independence. It has to be ad- 
mitted that analogous sayings are found also in 
Sirach ; but these are distinguished, we are told, 
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from those we are dealing with, in so far as they 
contain warnings of the danger of intercourse with 
the great rather than point to the benefit arising 
from such (cf. Pr IB 12 *'"). In confirmation of this 
date for the main stock of our book, we are pointed, 
further, to the mention in pre-exilic time (cf. Is 
3 s , Jer 18 18 , Dt 16 19 ) of 'the wise' along with 
priests and prophets (so Ewald, Oehler, Hooykaas, 
Delitzsch, and others). These 'wise,' it is. held, 
were evidently divided into two classes — the one 
with a more secular tone, indifferent or even hostile 
to religion ; the other with a religious character, 
concerned more with individual than with national 

Iirinciples and aims. From the sphere of the 
atter, chs. 10 IB - and 25 ItT - are supposed to have 
emanated, whereas it is to the first class that the 
unfavourable judgment passed by the prophets 
upon ' the wise ' applies (cf. Is 5 21 29 u , Jcr 4 a * 8" 
9™* and oft. ). But neither have we any evidence 
that these 1 wise ' exercised a literary activity, nor 
is it probable that the above distinction existed. 
Kuenen (I.e. § 07, note 14) has pointed out that 
the prophets, by way of opposition to the anti- 
theocratic 1 wise,' never mention this other class of 
religiously disposed ' wise ' who are supposed to have 
been so nearly akin to themselves in their aims, 
nor characterize them as allies in their conflict with 
godlessness and immorality. But even if this pre- 
supposition, which is intended to show the possi- 
bility of a pre-exilic composition, were correct, as 
we have shown it is not, yet this possibility would 
not be converted into a reality simply by pointing 
to these sayings about the king or to any particular 
sayings, because it is by no means inconceivable 
that sayings belonging to the pre-exilic period 
should have been taken over into collections origin- 
ating at a much later date. Consequently the 

3uestion about the date of lO 1 * and 25 1 "'- can be. 
etermined only by taking into account the whole 
character of these collections. It is a character- 
istic circumstance that these proverbs agree in 
their religious and ethical requirements with those 
of the prophets, and yet on the other hand differ 
from the latter in some not unessential points : we 
find the same estimate of sacrifice in Pr 15 s 21 s * 17 
as in Am 5 Mflr ", Hos 6 8 , Ezk l utT - ; the same praise of 
humility and warning against pride in Pr ll a 14 s " 
15 i. 4. is. ». 83 16 s. wf. 17 ?» ijjis 19 n 2 i« 22* as compared 

with Is 2" Am 6 8 , Hos 7", Mic 6 8 and oft.; the 
same denunciation of those who oppress the poor, 
and the same commending of care for the latter 
in Pr 14" 17° 18 23 19 1 - 7 22"- 7 28 s - «■ 87 29 1S as compared 
with Am 4 lflr -, Hos G 10fc , Mic 2 s etc. Like the 
prophets, these proverbs see in the fear of God the 
foundation of all piety and morality, and in 
numerous passages they exhort men to this fear. 
But whereas the prophets deal essentially with the 
national life and apply to it their demands for 
righteousness, etc., the proverbs treat of matters 
be! onging to the sphere of individual and domestic 
life. A serious displacement has even taken place 
in so far as the unique relation between Jahweh 
and Israel, which the prophets never lost sight of, 
has here disappeared, and the individual conception 
of religion has taken the place of the national : 
not Israel and the peoples, but the upright and the 
ungodly, the proud and the humble, the under- 
standing and the foolish, are the contrasted 
categories with which the proverbs have to do. 
Whereas the prophets are Jahweh's advocates in 
His conflict with the gods of the heathen, and 
have to plead His cause to Israel when it turns 
from Him to the service of these, in the proverbs 
monotheism holds undisputed sway, and the con- 
sequences that result from it are not defended, 
but assumed as self-evident, and only the practical 
points of view insisted upon : He is the Creator of 
poor and rich (14» 22 s 29' 3 ) ; the Omniscient (15 s - 11 



16* 17» 21» 24 11 *-) ; He directs all things, the actions 
of men (10- " 19" 20* 21»- «* 29 28 ) as well as their 
fortunes, etc._ In view of this displacement of the 
subject of religion, it is quite comprehensible why 
in these proverbs there is likewise no mention of 
the Messianic deliverance which the prophets ex- 
pected for the nation ; rather is the central position 
occupied by the belief in individual retribution, as 
this had been growing up since the days of Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel (cf. Pr 10* 84 -**- 11** » l2*-«»" 13* 
15* etc. ). As in some of the Psalms, the godly are 
cautioned against the envy awakened by the 
prosperity of the wicked, and have t heir attention 
directed to the righteousness of Jahweh which will 
manifest itself in the future. 

Views such as we have briefly sketched are not 
conceivable as contemporaneous with the preach- 
ing of the prophets— it is not without justification 
that Kuenen (I.e. § 97, note 15) calls the ethico- 
religious train of ideas represented by the com- 
posers of these proverbs an anachronism if referred 
to the period of the prophet* — but only in the 
poBt-exilic period, a period in which Law and 
Prophecy are raised above all doubt, and hence 
not the slightest attempt is made to prove their 
truth, while at the same time there is an evident 
attempt to apply the results of the prophetic teach- 
ing to real life. In this the composers of the 
proverbs are quite in agreement with the tendency 
that prevailed in the post-exilic time. 

As an objection to fixing the date then, the 
character of this period as one of narrow legal 
piety has, indeed, often been urged ; but this view 
scarcely needs nowadays to be seriously refuted : 
books like Ruth and Jonah, whose post-exilic com- 
position hardly any one now doubts, and a large 
portion of our Psalms show that it is quite in- 
correct to characterize the post-exilic period in 
such a way. What is true of the time of the 
Maccaboean wars we have no right to transfer to 
the whole preceding period back to the Exile ; in 
this earlier period very different currents flowed 
side by side. But Ave lack the necessary data for 
fixing more definitely the period when 10 ,B '- and 
25 1S ' were composed, whether towards the end of 
the Persian or at the beginning of the Greek 
period. 

Later in any case than these portions, as we have 
said already, is first of all the introduction {chs. 
1-9), in which Wisdom and Religion are actually 
identified, and the former is personified. In the 
latter circumstance it has been sought to discover 
the influence of the Greek doctrine of ideas, but 
this notion is rightly rejected by Kuenen, Baudissin, 
and others ; the contrast of the personified Folly 
shows that we have to do manifestly with a purely 
poetical personification. But Baudissin (I.e. p. 20) 
rightly adds : ' The mythologizing freedom with 
which Wisdom is portrayed as playing a r Ale in the 
presence of God or upon earth, is not according 
to the ancient Hebrew manner, but recalls the 
Haggadic creations of the Rabbinic literature.' 
That we have actually before us a period more 
advanced than in 10 lff - and 25 ltT - follows from the 
conception that here meets us of the guests of 
4 Madam Folly ' as in the depths of Sheol (9 18 ). The 
latter, which was originally simply the abode of 
departed souls, has become synonymous with hell. 
In view of the close affinity in spirit and tendency 
between these chapters and Sirach, ho very long 
period can have intervened between the composi- 
tion of the two. We shall not be far wrong if 
we fix upon c. 250 D.C. as the date of the origin 
of these chapters, and therewith of our book as 
a whole. To bring the date further down (cf. 
Geiger, Urschri/t und Uebersetzungen, p. 61 ff.) 
is impossible, inasmuch as no reason is then 
evident why Sirach itself was not admitted into 
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the Canon. It cannot, indeed, be made oat with 
certainty how far the book edited by the author of 
the introduction extended. While Delitzsch regards 
24 3 »-29 as the first considerable addition, to which 
afterwards chs. 30. 31 were appended (cf. Driver, 
LOT, ch. viii.), others, like Cornill, ascribe the 
publication of the whole book, or, like Wildeboer, 
almost the whole with the exception of ch. 31 or 
31 1WL , to the author of chs. 1-9 (cf. the Comm. on 1*). 

iv. Relation of the Massoretic Text to 
the Versions. —The MT shows marked deviations 
from the LXX, the Syr. Version, the Targum, and 
the Vulgate, although the deviations of the last 
three almost all go back to the LXX. 

The Targum is entirely dependent upon the 
Peshitta, nay, it has practically arisen from it, 
hence' the strong Syriac colouring of its language. 
Its author has at the same time plainly striven to 
approximate his rendering to the MT (cf. S. May- 
baum in Merx' Archiv, li. 66 if., and Noldeke, tb. 
246 ff.). 

The Peshitta exhibits such close agreement with 
the LXX, that one can hardly avoid supposing 
that the author in making his translation had the 
help of the LXX (cf. H. Pinkuss in ZATW, 1894, 
pp. 65 ff., 161 ff.). 

The case of the Vulgate is similar to that of the 
Peshitta : Jerome evidently called in the LXX to 
aid the accomplishment of bis task of translation. 

As to the LXX itself, apart from particular read- 
ings, this Version is distinguished from the MT by 
( 1 ) a number of additions and omissions, and (2) a 
difference in the order of the proverbs from 24 M 
onwards. Whether the plus of the LXX always 
goes back to a Heb. original, or whether we have 
to do with later additions, is often hard to 
decide. In cases where such LXX additions are 
wanting in the Vulgate, it is natural to suppose 
that they are late — a conclusion which need not 
surprise us in view of the long-continued bloom of 
the proverb literature. Regarding the reason for 
the different order followed in the LXX, it is im- 
possible to get beyond conjectures (cf. P. de Lagarde, 
Anmerkungen zur griecnischen Uebersetzung der 
Proverbien, Leipzig, 1863). 

Lotratckb.— The Einleitungen of Cornill* (p. 22211.), Ed. 
Konig (p. 406 ff.), Strack (p. ISO ff.); Wildeboer, Litt. d. AT, 
3«2ff. ; Kuenen, Onderzoek*, 69 ff. ; Driver, LOT ch. viii.: 
Cheyne, Job and Solomon, 1887, p. 117 ff., Founder* of OT 
Criticism, 1898, p. 337 ff. ; Hooykaaa, Gesch. van at beoeftming 
der Weisheid onder de Hebreen, 18fl2 ; A. J. Baumgarten, Etude 
critique txir Vital du Uxts du livredesproverbes, 1890; R Smend, 
AUtest. Religionsgeschiehte 483 IT. ; W. T. Davison, The Wisdom 
Literature of the OT, 1894 ; A. B. Davidson, art * Proverbs' in 
Eneye. Brit.», cf. Expos. May 1880, p. 821 ff. ; C. O. Monteflore, 
' Note upon the Date and Religious Value of the Proverbs' in 
JQR, July 1890,_p. 43011. ; Baudissin, Die altlest. Spruchdieh- 
tuna, 1883 ; W. Frankenberg, ' Ueber Abfassungs-Ort und -Zeit 
some Art u. Inhalt von Prov. 1-9' in ZATW, 1895, p. 104 ff.). 

Commentaries. — A. Schultens, 1748; Hitsig, 1868; Kwald, 
1867 ; A. Kamphausen (in Bunsen's Bibelwerk), 1868 ; Delitxsch, 
1873 ; Nowack (in Kg/. Hdbeh.), 1883 (a recasting of the 1st ed. 
byBcrtheaa); Dyserinck, 1884 ; 8track (in 8track-Zdckler's Kgf. 
Comm.), 1888, 2nd ed. 1899 ; Wildeboer (in Marti's Kurzer 
Hdcomm,), 1897 ; Frankenberg (in Nowack's HdJcomm.), 1896 ; 
Toy (In the Internal. Crit. Comm.), 1899. W. NOWACK. 

PROVIDENCE is twice used of the foresight and 
care of God, Wis 14 s 17 s , and once of the fore- 
thought of man, Ac 24 s . The Gr. is rp6rota and 
the Vulg. promdentia. Providence is used as a 
title of God in late classical writers, but never in 
Scripture. On the other hand, it is probably the 
modern use of the word as a Divine title that 
has caused its disuse in reference to man's fore- 
thought. Cf. the note to Lk 12» in Rhem. NT, 
'He forbiddeth not competent providence but to 
much careful nes.' The Rhem. translators chide 
Beza for calling 'God's prescience or foreknow- 
ledge (in the Greeke wpoyruo-tt) God's providence ' 
(note on Ac 3°). See following art., and art. God. 

J. Hastings. 



PROVIDENCE.— According to the OT the crea- 
tion is continued in the preservation of the world 
by God, who gives or withdraws life according to 
HiB will (Gn 2 17 6»). He gives offspring (Ps 127*) 
even against hope (Gn 1$ 18'° 25^, 1 S I s7 ). He 
forms man's spirit within him (Zee 12 1 ). Man's 
life is at every moment dependent on God (Is 31 s , 
Job 34", Ps 139", 104 28 ), and man in his weak- 
ness apart from God is likened to the grass (Ps 90 s , 
Is 40*). God saves life (Ps 18", Gn or He 

destroys it (Gn 7 B 19» Ex 12"). He gives food to 
man and beast, and rules all the forces of nature 
(Jer 3*. Ps 145", Job 38* * 1 , Jl \ M , Ps 136 7 w 29). 
This preservation of nature and man is the back- 
ground of God's Providence in the kingdom of 
God, for nature serves His purposes, reveals His 
power and wisdom (Ps 8. 19), and shows His glory 
and goodness (Ps 104. 147"-"). The thunder is 
His voice (Am I s ), locusts are His army (Jl 2*), He 
makes Canaan a fertile land (Ps 65 10 ). Although 
the regularity of natural phenomena is recognized 
(Ps 104", Jer S& - »), yet there is no order of nature 
apart from God's will. Therefore miracles are 
taken for granted, for God does whatever He wills 
(Is 55 u ), and nothing is too wonderful for God (Gn 
18", Dt 8 8 ). The relation of God's Providence to 
man's free will is a subject of greater difficulty. 
While man's freedom and responsibility are empha- 
sized (Gn 17", Ps 1, Is l 18 , Jer 21 8 ) ; his prayers are 
recognized as having power with God (Gn 18 s * 24" 
25*', Ex 8 8 9 s3 10") ; and a blessing is regarded as 
having force in spite even of change of mind (Gn 
27*-*, Ex 12") ; yet all power is with God, for 
God is the potter and man is the clay (Jer 18 8 ) ; 
and God sends man evil and good alike (Am 3**, 
La 3*, Is 45 7 ). The lot of the nation, and of 
individuals in it, is determined according to a law 
of recompense, and all human action is directed by 
God to further His own ends, especially for the 
benefit of His people (Gn 50f, Ex 3"). Although 
a man's heart may devise his way, yet it is God 
that directs his steps (Pr 16 9 ) ; and so God can 
scorn the plans of the mighty (Ps 2*). God's 
action in and by man is through His Spirit, which 
blinds as well as enlightens, hardens in sin as well 
as renews in righteousness. This belief in Provi- 
dence was one of the leading marks of Heb. piety : - 
rebuking pride (Hag 2 s , Ps 44*- 7 127 1 ) ; forbidding 
fear and despondency (Ps 33 w - »• 18 60" 77" 94" 1 18 8 
144 3 ), and bringing courage and hope to suffering 
saints (Ps 121* 127" 91 7 66"). While the fulfilment 
of His purpose of salvation for His people is God's 
immediate M'ork, yet the action of God in the 
history of other nations is also acknowledged (Am 
9 7 , Dt 2 21 , Is 46" 48 18 ). There are problems of God's 
Providence that excite doubt and compel inquiry. 
The fact of heredity is affirmed (Dt 5», Ex 20 8 - 8 , 
Jer 32"), and its difficulties are discussed (Jer 
31* Ezk 18>). God is regarded as Himself har- 
dening men in sin, and the question is raised, 
How can He righteously condemn them (Is 6 U , Pr 
16*) ; the answer is given that the hardening is a 
penalty of sin (Ezk 12 3 , Ps 18» La 3»). The 
suffering of the righteous contradicts the assump- 
tion of a moral order on earth, which invariably 
rewards the righteous and punishes the wicked 
(Jer 12 1 , Job 2V, Ps 22. 73, Hab 1). This problem 
is fully discussed in the Book of Job. Suffering 
may be regarded as a discipline (Dt 8 s , Hos 2", Jer 
35", Is 27»). In later books the difficulty is some- 
what relieved by the hope of individual resurrec- 
tion, but the best answer to the question is given 
in the idea of vicarious suffering (Is 53). Doubt 
regarding God's ways in Providence is regarded as 
brutalizing (Ps 73 23 ) ; and in Eccleeiastes we have 
the nearest approach to scepticism in OT. 

The NT takes for granted the teaching of the 
OT on Providence. Jesus teaches a beneficent 
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Providence to all men, good and had (Mt ft 45 ) ; and 
encourages His disciples to trust in and pray to 
God as Father (Mt 6 B ). As God cares for the 
flowers of the field and the birds of the air, so 
will He care for them (Mt Nothing can 

befall them without God's knowledge (Mt 10*- *>). 
The prayer of faith will be answered (Mt 7 7 * u = Lk 
ll 9 "", Mk ll* 3 - 84 = Lk 17"). Even for daily bread 

Srayer is to be made (Mt 6"). This is not a new 
octrine of God's Providence, only a more imme- 
diate application of it to individual believers than 
is found in OT, which is mainly concerned with 
the chosen nation. Jesus' miracles are also to be 
regarded as signs of God's Providence. St. Paul in 
Romans sketches the course of God's dealings with 
the individual believer from the beginning in fore- 
knowledge to the end in glorification (Ko ft*- 30 , cf. 
Eph l*" u ) ; and affirms as the law of Providence that 
'all things work together for good to thein that 
love God (Ro S 28 ). On the wider stage of human 
history he traces the fulfilment of a Divine purpose 
in the inclusion of Jew and Gentile alike in sin, 
that righteousness might be of faith only (Ro 1-3); 
and in the temporary rejection of the Jew result- 
ing in the call of the Gentile first of all, and followed 
finally by the restoration of the Jew also (9-11). 
In the Ep. to the Hebrews an independent inter- 
pretation of God's Providence is given, in which 
the sufficiency and supremacy of Christ in relation 
to OT ritual especially is proved. Finally, in the 
Apoc. the course of contemporary history, pre- 
sented in symbolic forms, is for the comfort and 
hope of persecuted believers interpreted as God's 
immediate action for the establishment of the 
kingdom of Christ. See, further, artt. EsSKNES, 
Pharisees, Stoics. 

Literature.— Oehler or Schultz, OT Theology; Weiss or 
Beyschlaff, NT Theology; Wendt, Teaching of Jew* ; Sabatier, 
A pottle Paul; Ifteiderer, Pautinitm; Comm. on Romans, 
Hebrews, Apocalypse, Job, Ecclesiastes, ad loee. ext. tttpra. 

A. E. Garvie. 

PROYINCE (Lat. provincia, Gr. ixapxla).— The 
technical term used to describe the administrative 
divisions of the Roman empire ; so Ac 23 w ' And 
when the governor had read the letter, he asked of 
what province he was ' ; Ac 25' ' Now when Festus 
was come into the province.' The original mean- 
ing of the word was the sphere within which a 
magistrate (whether consul or praetor) exercised 
his imperium or sovereign power ; so it could be 
used of the division between the two praetors of 
the different classes of legal business ; so again we 
get such phrases as the following : Consulibus Italia 
provincia decemitur, where Italy is described as the 
sphere within which the consuls are to exercise their 
jurisdiction. It was only in B.C. 227, with the 
acquisition of Sardinia and Sicily, that the word^sro- 
vincia acquired its later sense, and the definition 
of a province came to be a division of the Roman 
empire with definite boundaries, under a standing 
chief magistrate, paying tribute in' taxes to the 
supreme power. Under the Republic these pro- 
vinces had been governed by proconsuls or pro- 
prietors under the supervision of the senate ; on 
the establishment of the empire the proconsular 
imperium over all provinces was vested in the 
emperor, and by an agreement which he made 
with the senate the provinces were divided into 
two classes. The older, more peaceable provinces, 
where there was no need of any large military 
force, called the provincial inermes, were left in the 
hands of the senate ; the frontier provinces, where 
military operations were necessary, were governed 
directly by the emperor through his lieutenants. 

The governors of the senatorial provinces were 
appointed by lot from those who had held the office 
of prcetor or consul, or as they were technically called 
the consularcs and pratorii, or in some cases from 



those who had not yet attained that rank. Two 

Erovinces, Asia and Africa, were ' consular,' i.e. 
eld by ex -consuls, the remainder were 'prae- 
torian, bnt all senatorial governors alike bore 
the name of Proconsul. The governors appointed 
by the senate were in theory the most distinguished 
and honourable ; they were allowed 10 or 12 fasces ; 
they had higher rank and larger salary; but their 
appointment was only for a year, they had no 
military command, and practically possessed only 
the appearance of power. 

The governor of an imperial province is called by 
historians incorrectly proprator ; his proper title 
was legatus Augusti, lieutenant of the emperor, or 
more fully legatus Augusti pro praztore, vpcofifvrtii 
koX drritrrpdnryot roO Zt^aaroD. They were of two 
classes — those of consular rank or consulares (£ra- 
tikoI), and pra-torii, those who possessed only prae- 
torian rank. The latter were appointed to provinces 
where there was only one legion, the former to the 
larger and more important commands. 
_ The arrangements concerning the provinces were 
liable to be changed according to the needs of the 
empire. If rebellion or invasion threatened any 
senatorial province, or if its finances fell into 
disorder, it would be transferred to the emperor, 
at any rate temporarily, and the emperor would 
very likely compensate the senate by giving them 
some other province in return. Instances of change 
will be given below. 

The following are Roman provinces mentioned in 
the NT:— 



Senatorial— 

Macedonia, enrolled B.C. 14C 



(Imperial from Tiberius 

to Claudius). 
(Imperial b.c. 15-a.d. 14). 



Achaia, B.C. 140 . 
Asia, B.C. 133. 

Bithynia (with part of PontusX J. u, A . D . m . 

B.C. 1 4 . . . } 

C\-prus, B.c. 27 ... (Imperial B.C. 27-22, then 
Senatorial). 

Crete and Cyrenaica, b.c. 74. 
Imperial— 

Svria, b.c. 64 . . Of the First Class. 

^pfeu.n'dLvcia.B.c.^ } Of the Second Class. 
Egypt, b.c. 30. 

iSJSdocta. A .»,i7 : : } Under Procurator 

The position of Egypt demands a slight refer- 
ence. Its great wealth, and the importance of its 
corn trade, made Augustus give it special treat- 
ment. The country was the emperor's private 
property (patrimonium Car.taris), and was governed 
by a prafectus of equestrian rank. No senator 
was allowed to enter the province. 

Certain small provinces (Judaea and Cappadocia, 
for example) were governed by imperial PROCUR- 
ATORS. They were generally districts which had 
been only recently added to the empire, and were 
not thoroughly romanized. Judaea was so treated 
during the intervals when it was not governed by 
native kings ; ultimately it was definitely incorpor- 
ated in the province of Syria. 

One further form of provincia may be mentioned. 
In cases of great and serious emergency a special 
command might be given to some distinguished 
officer, embracing more than one province, or per- 
haps superior to the governors of several provinces : 
such was the position of Corbulo in the East, of 
Germanicns and possibly Quirinius in Syria. 

If we pass to the internal government of the 
provinces, we notice first the concentration of power 
in the hands of the governor. He was the principal 
military, judicial, and administrative authority. 
Except in the case of Africa, he commanded all 
the troops, whether legions or auxiliary : he went 
from place to place to hold courts, the province 
being divided into convert tus for that purpose (cf. 
Ac 19 38 ). The finances, however, were not directly 
in his hands. The proconsuls in senatorial provinces 
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were assisted by a qutestor, while a procurator 
appointed by the emperor collected all taxes be- 
longing to the fiscus or emperor's purse ; in imperial 
provinces all the finance was in the hands of the 
procurator. The provinces were variously divided : 
in Macedonia, for example, there were four divisions 
apparently called locally utpt8€i(Ac 16 ia ),but the unit 
of administration within the province was, at any 
rate in all the settled Greek districts such as Asia 
and Achaia, the city. A city implied not only the 
actual town, but also all the land which belonged to 
it and was its territory. The cities were of two 
main classes— Roman cities or 'colonies,' the in- 
habitants of which had either full civic or Latin 
rights. These in the East were garrisons of the 
Romans, often inhabited by veteran soldiers. Such 
were Corinth, Philippi (Ac 16 13 ), Lystra, Antioch 
in Pisidia. The second class of cities were non- 
Roman ; they were either civitates fosderatat et 
immunes or civitates stipendiaries. The former 
were cities like Athens, which were supposed to 
be independent allies. No proconsul might enter 
Athens with his fasces, or any symbol of his power. 
The Greek cities seem generally to have preserved 
their old constitution. Outside the limits of the 
cities were the imperial estates, administered by 
imperial freedmen and slaves ; and in less advanced 
districts, peoples whose organization was tribal, 
administered from some common religious centre 
or market, round which they were grouped. For 
religious and social purposes, for the worship of 
the emperor and the celebration of games, tnere 
existed representative bodies, the council of the 
province (t6 Kotv&v rijs 'Aautt, etc.), with their prin- 
cipal officer the high priest, the Asiarch, Galatarch, 
etc. (Ac 19 31 ). These bodies had considerable social 
but little or no political influence. 

The general condition of the provinces, at any 
rate during the 1st cent, of the empire, was good. 
Order was preserved. The taxation was definite 
and fixed. The governors were paid, and redress 
was comparatively easy if they were guilty of ex- 
actions. The country was prosperous, even if the 
taxation was heavy ; and it was not until a later 
period that attacks from without and decrease of 
prosperity within broke down the economic pro- 
sperity of the empire. 

LiratATOH.— W. T. Arnold, The Roman Syntim of Provincial 
Administration; Mommsen and Marqunrdt, RSuiische Stoats- 
wrwaUung und Staatsverfasstino; Furneaux, Annals of Tacitus; 
Schurer, 6JV*\. 378, 379 [HJPi. L 327 ff., ii. 45 f.]. 

A. C. Headlam. 

PROYOKE, PROVOCATION.— To provoke (pro- 
vocarc), lit. to 'call forth,' is in AV to excite any 
emotion or activity, good or bad. Hence we find 
2 Co 9 s ' Your zeal hath provoked very many,' and 
Col 3 21 ' Fathers, provoke not your children ' (both 
epeOlfw). For the orig. meaning of ' stir up,' cf. 
Jer 43' Cov. ' Baruch the souue of Nerias pro- 
voketh the agaynst us.' Cf. also Erasmus, Crcde, 
p. 15, ' It is a great spoore to prycke and provoke 
a man to profyght and go foreward in ony scyence 
or crafte : the love of the teacher ' ; and p. 99— 
' Saynte Paule provokyng the Galathians from 
vengeance to humanite and gentylnesse.' Provo- 
cation is always used in A V in a bad sense. In 
Ps 95" the Heb. is Mebibah, which see. 

J. Hastings. 

PSALMS, BOOK OF — The most important book, 
and in modern Heb. Bibles the first in order, of the 
third section of the OT Canon— that known as 
Kithubhim or Hagiographa. It has been thought 
that in the time of our Lord the Bk. of Psalms 
furnished a name for the Kithubhim as a whole 
(see Lk 24** and cf. Jos. c. Ap. i. .8, who speaks of 
* the remaining four books ' as containing ' hymns 
to God and precepts for human life'). It is not 
probable, however, that at this stage in the history 
vol. iv. — io 



of the Canon the title ' psalms ' would be so used. 
The order of the books in the Hagiographa, more- 
over, has varied greatly. The earliest Rabbinic 
list (Baba Bathra 14b) gives the order as Ruth, 
Psalms, Job, Proverbs, etc., Ruth apparently being 
placed before Psalms because it contained an ac- 
count of David's ancestry. Jerome {Prol. Gal.) 
gives the order as Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesi- 
astes, Canticles, etc. ; but this is not in accordance 
with prevailing Heb. tradition. In many MSS, 
especially the Spanish, the Books of Chronicles 
come first, then Psalms, Job, Proverbs, etc. The 
usual order is that of the German MSS followed in 
the printed edd. of the Heb. Bible— Psalms, Pro- 
verbs, Job (the poetical books, sometimes known 
by the technical name note, ' Truth,' formed by the 
initial letters of the three books Job, Proverbs, 
Psalms), followed by the five Megilloth or rolls, 
the narrative books coming last (see Kyle, Canon 
of OT, p. 229 ff.). The present article will deal 
with the Name and Number of the psalms, the 
Formation of the Collection, the Date and Author- 
ship, the Titles and the Poetical Construction of 
the psalms, the Moral and Religious Ideas pre- 
vailing in the Psalter, the Text and Versions, and 
finally with the Literature of the subject. 

i. Name and Number.— No name for the psalms 
collectively is found in the book itself or in the 
text of the OT. The nearest approach to such a 
designation is found in the name given to a portion 
of the Psalter in the subscription to Ps 72 (v. 10 ) — 
'The prayers (rnVpp) of David, son of Jesse, are 
ended. The word ' prayer ' must here be understood 
in its broadest sense as any turning of the heart 
towards God in supplication or in praise. See also 
1 S 2 l and Hab 3 1 . Ps 17. 86. 90. 102 and 142 are 
also called ' prayers ' in their several inscriptions. 
The title for the book used by the Jews is i;p 
Q'V"? (shortened D'Vp, apocop. 'Vf», Aram. J'VlO f i-c. 
Book of Praises, a name which was current in 
the time of Origen and Hippolytus, though the 
genuineness of the passage in which the latter dis- 
cusses the general introduction to Psalms has been 
questioned. In that passage the name stands trans- 
literated into Greek as Zt<f>pa GfXei/*, and in Eus. 
HE vi. 25 Origen's title of the book is preserved as 
Bip\oi ^aX/twr Xd>ap$e\}-elu. Jerome confirms this 
by describing (in the preface to his Psalt. jvxta 
Heb.) the Heb. title as Sephar Tallim. Eusebius 
elsewhere transliterates ^tdnjp GtXXiJr. The word 
which thus appropriately gave a name to the whole 
book is found once only in the Heb. text as a title, 
Ps 145 being called aw? a Song of Praise. The 
regular plural of this word is tcnilldth, Ps 22 s , this 
feminine form being distinguished from the masc. 
t&iillim, in that the former points more distinctly 
to the subject-matter, the latter to the form of the 
composition. Cf. Baethgen.who distinguishes (Pref. 
to Comm. p. iii) between ein Buch der Gesdnge and 
ein Gesangbuch. 

The usual name for a separate psalm is itou? 
mizmor, found in the titles of 57 psalms, from the 
third— probably the first in the earliest collection 
—onwards. The word by its derivation indicates 
that which is to be sung to a musical accompani- 
ment, and in practice it is used only of a religious 
song. The more general word iv shir, used for 
secular songs in Is 23 16 and Am 8 10 , is found in 
combination with mizmCr 13 times in the titles ; 5 
times the order is shir mizm6r, and 8 times this 
order is reversed. Once (Ps 46) the word shir is 
used alone, and once it occurs in the form shirah 
(Ps 18). The word corresponding to mizmor in 
Greek is ^a\uAt, properly a song to the accom- 
paniment of stringed instruments ; and the usual 
title of the book in the LXX is ^t'/3Xot fa\u&v. 
But in Cod. Alex, we find yfrnkr^putv, which is 
properly the name of a stringed instrument, 
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adopted as a title of the book ; hence Eng. ' Psalter. ' 
The usual Greek title is quoted in St. Luke's 
writings, Lk 20**, Ac 1". The Syriac name 
Kithabh dc-mazmfirg preserves a name which is 
not found in the OT as a plural, and which did not 
prevail as a collective title in subsequent Jewish 
usage. 

The number of the psalms is 150, both according 
to the MT and the LXX. Bnt the same total is 
preserved with a different arrangement in detail. 
Only the first eight psalms and the last three are 
marked by the same number in the two versions, 
the Greek combining Ps 9 and 10 in one, also Ps 
114 and 115, whilst it divides Ps 116 and Ps 147 
each into two parts severally numbered. This may 
be more clearly shown by the following table : — 



His. LXX 

Psalms 1-8 1-8 

9.10 9 

11-113 10-111 

114.116 US 

116 114. US 

117-148 116-146 

147 146. 147 

148-160 148-160 



The arrangement of the Greek is followed imthe 
Vulg. and in some of the older Eng. VSS. In 
the LXX is found an additional psalm (151) with 
the following title : ' This psalm was written by 
David with his own hand, though it is outside the 
number, composed when he fought in single combat 
with Goliad. It runs as follows : — 

' I ™ small among my brethren. 
And youngest in my father's house, 
I used to feed my father's sheep. 

My hands made a harp, 

My fingers fashioned a psaltery. 
And who will declare unto my Lord? 
He is Lord, He it is who heareth. 
He it was who sent his angel 
And took me from my father's sheep, 
And anointed me with the oil of his anointing 

My brethren were goodly and tall, 

But the Lord took no pleasure in them. 
I went forth to meet the Philistine, 
And he cursed me by his idols 

But I drew the sword from beside him ; 

I beheaded him and removed reproach from 
the children of Israel. ' 

The psalm has no pretensions to genuineness, 
some of its phrases being obviously adaptations of 
the language of 1 S, but something is to be learned 
by comparing and contrasting it with the canonical 
psalms. Certain apocryphal psalms, drawn from 
Syrian sources, are given by Wright (PSBA, June 
1887), including the above with four other psalms. 
One of these, in which a poet speaking in the first 
person is supposed to represent the feelings of the 
nation when Cyrus gave permission to the exiles 
to return from Babylon, is quoted at length by 
Baethgen (Introd. p. xl). 

The different methods of numbering, indicated 
above, point to a various arrangement of material 
which there is good reason for thinking has been 
much more extensive. Ps I and 2 are found 
together in some copies. In Ac 13P the Western 
reading preserved in D, 8, and some Lat. MSS 
known to Origen, describes what we call the second 
as the first psalm, whilst Justin (Apol. i. 40) quotes 
the whole of both psalms together as one prophetic 
utterance. As will be seen below, the distinc- 
tion between Ps 9 and 10 and between 42 and 43 
should never have been made; the latter two 
psalms are found together in several Heb. MSS. 
These facts, together with others to be men- 
tioned, prepare us for the phenomenon of com- 
posite psalms. 

ii. Formation of the Collection. — The 
Psalter, as we now have it, is divided into five 
books, including respectively Ps 1-41, 42-72, 73-89, 



90-106, 107-150. These divisions are marked in 
RV, and have been recognized by the Jews from 
at least the 2nd cent, of our era ; it is not to be 
understood, however, that they represent the 
original lines of demarcation in the formation of 
the Psalter. The close of each ' book ' is marked 
by a doxology, appended 'after the pious fashion, 
not uncommon in Eastern literature, of closing the 
composition or transcription of a volume with a 
brief prayer or word ' (W. R. Smith, who adduces 
parallels from the Diwan of the Hodalite poets, to 
show how the limits of an older collection of poems 
may be marked by the retention of a doxofogical 
phrase). This explanation unquestionably applies 
to the three doxofogies, 41", 72"- 18 and 89" ; these 
are clearly separable from the psalms at the end of 
which they are respectively found. It is not clear 
that 108*", at the end of Book iv., has precisely the 
same history ; whilst the fifth book has no closing 
doxology, Ps 150, which is itself a full ascription 
of praise, being understood to obviate the necessity 
for such an addition. The fivefold division is 
recognized in the Midrash Tehillin on Ps l 1 , which 
undoubtedly embodies a tradition much earlier 
than the commentary itself. Jerome, also, in his 
Prolq. GaUat. distinguishes between the quinque 
ineitumes and the unum volumen of the psalms. 
The passage from Hippolytus which refers to this 
subject cannot be urged as certainly genuine. The 
presence in the LXX version of the doxology at 
the end of the fourth book, with its liturgical 
addition, • And let all the people say Amen, un- 
questionably points to a fivefold division as more 
or less clearly marked in at least the 2nd cent. 
B.C., but it is not probable that this division was 
made by the final redactor of the Psalter himself 
setting in their respective places four doxologies 
to mark the limits of the various collections. On 
the contrary, evidence is forthcoming to show 
that the Psalter gradually grew into its present 
shape, and severalof the stages by which the final 
result was reached can be distinctly traced. The 
chief evidence for this gradual compilation of the 
Psalter is as follows : — 

a. The existence of duplicate editions of the 
same psalm. Compare Ps 14 with 53, 40""" with 
70, 108 with 57 7 » and 60» u . The collections in 
which these duplicates severally occur must at one 
time have existed separately. 

6. The use of the names of God in the various 
books is such that it cannot be considered acci- 
dental or without significance. The facts in brief 
are these. In Book i. the name J" occurs 272 
times, Elohim, used absolutely, only 15 ; in Book 
ii. the case is reversed, Elohim being found 164 
times, J" only 30 times. The figures in Book iii. 
are more complex, and it is found necessary to 
divide it into two parts, so that in Ps 73-83 J" 
occurs 13 times, Elohim 38, while in 84-89 J" is 
found 31 times, Elohim only 7 times. In Books 
iv. and v. J" is used almost alone (339 times) ; the 
only exceptions being in Ps 108 (found also in 
earlier collections) and Ps 144, which there are 
other reasons for holding to be composite. That 
this prevailing use of one or other name is due (at 
least in part) not to the author but to editorial 
modification, is made probable by the fact that we 
have a Jahwistic and an Elohistic recension of the 
same psalm (cf. 14 and 53, also 40" and 70) ; whilst 
the repetition of the phrase * God, thy God ' in 43* 
45 7 and 50 7 appears to have arisen from the much 
more appropriate 1 J", thy God.' The phraseology 
of some psalms appears to have been drawn directly 
from certem passages in the Law, with an alteration 
only in the Divine name used. Cf. Ps 50 7 with Ex 
20*, Ps 71" with Ex 15" etc. 

e. Another argument is drawn from the titles 
and the way in which the psalms are assigned in 
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groups to various authors, those in Books i.-iii. 
having for the most part some kind of designation, 
whilst those in Books iv. and v. are generally 
anonymous. 

d. The editorial note in Ps 72" « The prayers of 
David, the son of Jesse, are ended,' seems to prove 
conclusively that the compiler of the collection in 
question knew of no other Davidic psalms, whereas 
several that are found in later books are ascribed 
to David. 

e. The rarity in Books iv. and v. of the musical 
notes and directions so common in the earlier books 
points to a difference in the history of their com- 
pilation. 

f. Another argument has been drawn from the 
general character of the subject-matter in the 
various collections. It is thus expressed by Kirk- 
patrick : ' Speaking broadly ana generally, the 
psalms of the First Division {Bk. i.) are personal, 
those of the Second (Bks. ii. and iii.) national, 
those of the Third (Bks. iv. and v.) liturgical. 
There are numerous exceptions ; but it is in the 
First Division that personal prayers and thanks- 
givings are chiefly to be found ; in the Second, 
prayers in special times of national calamity (44. 
60. 74. 79. 80. 83. 89), and thanksgiving in times of 
national deliverance (46-48. 75. 76. 65-68) ; in the 
Third, psalms of praise and thanksgiving for 
general use in temple services' (95-100. 105-107. 
111-118. 120-136. 146-150), Introd. pp. xlii, xliii. 

Is it possible, then, more minutely to trace the 
stages by which the various sections of the Psalter 
assumed their present shape? It is noteworthy 
that in Bk. i. all the psalms are assigned to David, 
with the following exceptions : Ps 1 is introductory, 
and was probably prefixed to the collection as a 
suitable preface. The absence of a title to Ps 2 
seems to point to a separate history, and perhaps 
accounts for its having been joined in many copies 
to Ps 1. _ Ps 10, which is anonymous, belongs to 
Ps 9, as is seen by the acrostic arrangement. Ps 33 
is assigned to David in the LXX, but it was 
originally anonymous, and appears to be of dis- 
tinctly later date than the rest. 

In Bks. ii. and iii. all the psalms bear titles 
except Ps 43 (which, as the refrain shows, is part 
of 42) and 71. They fall, not quite symmetrically, 
into groups. Eight psalms together (42-49) are 
assigned to ' the sons of Korah,' and a supplement 
of a few Korahitic psalms is found in 84. 85. 87. 
One psalm ' of Asaph ' (50) stands alone, followed 
later by a group of eleven Asaphic psalms 73-83. 
Ten psalms of David are found together (51-70, all 
Davidic except 66 and 67) ; Ps 86, which is also 
ascribed to David, may be shown to be a mosaic of 
sentences adopted from other psalms. One psalm 
(72) is assigned to Solomon, one to Heman, and one 
to Ethan. 

In Bks. iv. and v., on the other hand, the rule is 
that the psalms are anonymous, the only exceptions 
being that the 90th psalm is ascribed to Moses, the 
,127th to Solomon, whilst a few additional ones, 17 
in all, bear the name of David. 

The history to which these facto appear to point 
may be sketched somewhat as follows. The 
earliest collection consisted of Ps 3-41 or the bulk 
of the Psalms now so numbered, bearing generally 
the name of David. The significance of that 
designation will be considered later ; enough now 
to say that it does not necessarily imply that David 
himself was the author of every psalm— and to 
these were added Ps 1 and 2 and probably some 
others. The next in order were Levitical collections 
' Korah ite ' or ' Asaphite,' and these were combined 
in due course by an * Elohistic ' editor, who added 
a few • Davidic ' and other psalms. A conjecture 
of Ewald ia supported by many moderns, that Ps 
51-72 originally stood after Ps 41, forming one 



collection of 'Davidic' psalms, with the editorial 
note 72 s " found naturally at its close. The Leviti- 
cal psalms would then follow in their order — 
Korahite 42-49, Asaphite 50. 73-83, Korahitic 
supplement 84-89. W. R. Smith marks the follow- 
ing stages in the process of forming the Psalter as 
it now exists : — 

a. The formation of the first Daridio collection, with iu 
closing doxology, Ps 1-41. 

b. The second collection with doxology and subscription, Ps 
51-72. 

e. The twofold Levitical collection (Ps 42-40. 50 and 78-88). 
d. Elohistic redaction and combination of b and c. 
t. Addition to d of non Elohistic supplement and doxology, 
Ps 84-88. (SeeO2VC!»201). 

Without adopting this precise arrangement, 
which has, however, much to recommend it, it may 
be assumed that by some such process— probably 
one not so accurate and precise as modern critics 
theoretically construct — the psalms in the first 
three books were gathered and arranged. Ps 90- 
150 are viewed by most modern scholars as one 
division or collection, but certain lines of stratifica- 
tion may easily be perceived in it. One exquisite 
little group of psalms is found in 120-134, the 
' Songs of Ascents,' which in all probability at one 
time existed as a separate ' hymn-book.' Another 
break is found in the doxology appended to Ps 106, 
whatever may have been its precise history. Theu 
Ps 92-100 possess a character of their own, and 
groups of Hodu and Hallelujah psalms may be 
discerned, though it is not likely that these ever 
existed as separate collections. 

No precise rules can be given for the order in 
which the psalms are found. A certain broad out- 
line of chronological order is perhaps discernible ; 
sometimes psalms are grouped together which refer 
to the same subject-matter, e.g. the psalms of the 
Theophany of which Ps 98 forms a centre. The 
same musical designation appears to have caused 
the grouping of the Maschil psalms 42-45. 52-55, 
whilst those inscribed Michtam are found together 
in 56-60. Sometimes the occurrence of a word or 
phrase seems to link one psalm with another, and 
some writers, of whom Wordsworth, Forbes, and 
occasionally Delitzsch, may be named as examples, 
attach much significance to this. But it is un- 
desirable to build any elaborate theories upon the 
arrangement of lyrics the present collocation of 
which must have had a long history. Experience 
shows how gradual and irregular has been the 
arrangement of many modern hymn-books, in days 
when much greater symmetry and more formal 
arrangement might be looked for than in the 
Psalter. 

The dates of these several collections can be de- 
termined only in the most general way, and even so 
with a considerable measure of uncertainty. It is 
perhaps possible to fix a terminus a quo and ad 
quern, a superior and inferior limit, to mark the 
period within which the whole work must have 
been carried out. And first, for the superior limit. 

The earliest collection is that of 'Davidic' 
psalms, numbered 1-41. If Ps 1 and 2 were in- 
cluded in the collection when it was first made, 
also 25 and 33, it is tolerably certain that this was 
not done till • after — probably not long after — the 
return from Captivity. Ps 1 is almost certainly 
post-exilic. The language of 14 7 1 Oh that the 
salvation of Israel were come out of Zion,' does not 
necessarily imply the Bab. Captivity, and the 
verse may be a liturgical addition. Ps 23°, which 
forms an addition to an acrostic arrangement, 
breathes a similar prayer, and shows that the psalm 
in its present condition cannot be very early. The 
subject of Ps 16 does not necessitate a post-exilic 
date, but if a doctrine of immortality be implied 
in it, such a date is most probable. Some other 
psalms in this collection— notably 31 and 39— point 
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at least to the period of the later monarchy. The 
history of Temple-music, moreover, so far as that 
is ascertainable from the documents before us, 
hardly seems to admit of the production of such a 
finished collection of Temple -songs before the 
Exile. The Chronicler must be understood as 
describing in 1 Ch 15 and 16 the institutions of his 
own time, of which David only laid the early 
foundations. That a guild of Temple-singers ex- 
isted before the captivity of Judah is probable 
enough, but the collection as a whole — compare 
the titles to Ps 24 and 28 in the LXX— implies a 
stage of advancement in Temple psalmody which 
can hardly have been reached till after the Return. 
This does not imply, of course, that no previous 
collection of sacred songs had ever been made. It 
is possible, though hardly probable, that in the 
time of Solomon some steps had been taken in this 
direction. But we are dealing with the Psalter as 
it has come down to'us, and wo should name the 
period shortly after the Exile as the earliest possible 
and the most probable date for the formation of 
the first collection of psalms. The next may very 
well have taken place in the time of Nehemiah, 
and the work appears to have been very gradually 
accomplished during the succeeding centuries by 
stages which we cannot exactly trace, but some 
idea of which has been furnished, above. 

What, then, is the inferior limit of date in the 
carrying out of this work? Here a number of 
arguments have to be examined, the investigation 
of which is in itself instructive, and the material 
thus furnished is sufficient to warrant tolerably 
definite conclusions. 

a. The bearing of 1 Ch 16 upon the date of the 
Psalter. The date of the Chronicler may be 
roughly taken as about B.C. 300. In ch. 16, in 
the course of an account of the bringing up of the 
ark to the city of David, the writer puts a psalm 
into the month of David as appropriate to such an 
occasion. The psalm is not directly attributed to 
David as the tr. of v. 7 in AV would imply. The 
phraseology only emphasizes the fact that David 
took especial care concerning the giving of thanks : 
'On that day did David make it his chief work 
to give thanks unto the Lord by the hands of 
Asaph and his brethren.' A psalm follows, how- 
ever, which consists of 105 1 " 18 96 and certain verses 
(1.47.48) f rom p 8 io6. Apparently, therefore, the 
Chronicler had these psalms — possibly a collection 
containing these psalms — before him when he 
wrote. V. 38 seems distinctly to imply that the 
writer adapted the doxology to his purpose, chang- 
ing the imperfects into perfects, 'And all the 
people said Amen, and praised the Lord.' If this 
were the case, the conclusion is clear, that Ps 106 
was written, perhaps Bk. iv. formed, somewhere 
in the 4th cent. B.C. Closer examination shows, 
however, that this is not quite so certain. Cheyne 
contends (Origin of Ps. p. 457) that vv. 34 " 38 * were 
only liturgical formulae, not composed solely for 
use in Ps 106, but freely attached to many psalms. 
It may be replied that the connexion between 1 Ch 
16*" and Ps 1U6* 8 as a whole appears too close to be 
accidental, and we can hardly conceive that the 
psalmist adapted the phraseology of the Chronicler, 
though Ryle seems to favour tins view (Canon of 
OT, p. 129). It is possiblo, as Cheyne suggests, 
that additions were made to the various books 
after the collections had been provisionally closed, 
and this possibility must not be summarily ex- 
cluded. It is possible, again, and for some reasons 
probable, that vv. 8-36 did not form part of the 
original text of 1 Ch 16. V. 7 joins very naturally 
to v. 37 , whilst the words of the psalm do not tit 
in very appropriately with the phraseology of the 
seventh verse, when its meaning is rightly under- 
stood. This suggestion, originally made by Reuss, 



is favoured by Baethgen, and the possibility of its 
acceptance prevents the argument from being con- 
clusive. Given both texts as they stand, it seems 
difficult to resist the conclusion that Ps 106, with 
its doxology complete, was before the Chronicler 
as he wrote. 

/3. The evidence afforded by the LXX is much 
more trustworthy, and rests upon a broader basis. 
It is true that we cannot be quite certain when 
the tr. of the Hagiographa was completed. That 
the whole work was oegun and the tr. of the Pent, 
executed about B.C. 250 seems tolerably clear; 
but Cheyne and some others are disposed to bring 
down the inferior limit for the completion of the 
tr. of the Hagiographa very late. All Cheyne 
will admit is that it was finished 'at any rate 
before the Christian era.' The evidence of the 
prologue of Sirach, however, will hardly admit of a 
later date for the tr. of the Psaiter than B.C. 150. 
The author of this preface, writing about B.c. 130, 
thrice mentions ' the law, the prophets, and the other 
books ' (or an equivalent expression), and he speaks 
of his grandfather, Jesus son of Sirach, as having 
been familiar with these as sacred writings. This 
indicates a third class of sacred Scriptures, the 
canon of which was not necessarily complete in 
the time of Siracides, say B.C. 180. But that the 
Psalter was included among these can hardly be 

?[uestioned, even though it were not in its present 
orm. References in 1 and 2 Mac, as we shall see, 
confirm this supposition. But granted that the 
evidence is not conclusive, and bringing down the 
date for the tr. of the Psalter even so low as B.C. 
100, it is clear that a considerable interval must 
be allowed for the accomplishment of the various 
processes passed through between the completion 
of the latest collection in Heb. and its rendering 
into Greek. Sand ay (Bampt. Lect. on Inspiration, 
Lect. V. Note A, p. 271) marks as many as nine 
such processes. The number is probably exces- 
sive ; out if the history of the formation of the 
Psalter has been at all correctly indicated, several 
stages must separate the composition of, say, one 
of . the psalms in the Elohistic collection and its 
inclusion in the LXX. The smaller group of 
Korahite or Asaphic psalms would be collected, 
then would come the larger Elohistic collection, 
the addition of title, the embodiment of the 
smaller collection in the full Psalter of 150 psalms, 
the numeration, the formation of titles as found 
in the Greek,— these are some of the steps which 
must have been successively taken. Probably not 
much time needs to be allowed for some of them, 
some may even have been contemporaneous, but 
reflection shows that an interval of, at least, one 
or two decades must be allowed between the com- 
pletion of the Heb. Psalter and its tr. into Greek. 
y. A further argument may be drawn from 

1 Mac 7 18 , which quotes Ps 79— usually accounted 
one of the latest in date — with the formula usual 
in citing Scripture — /coxa rods \6yovs oOt (ypaxf/er. 
For a psalm thus to be recognized and quoted as 
Scripture, implies the lapse of a considerable in- 
terval since its composition. Not much reliance 
for our purpose can be placed on the statement of 

2 Mac 2", which records how Nehemiah, ' found- 
ing a library, gathered together the books about 
the kings and prophets, and the books of David 
(t4 rod AavelS) and letters of kings about sacred 
gifts.' 

S. Indirectly, the so-called ' Psalms of Solomon ' 
(which see) furnish evidence from another point of 
view. These psalms possess a distinct character of 
their own. If they may be placed, as most modern 
scholars are inclined to place them, about the middle 
of the 1st cent. B.C., a considerable interval must 
be allowed as elapsing between their composition 
and that of the latest canonical books. Even a 
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superficial reader must be struck by the contrast 
between these ' psalms of the Pharisees ' and those 
of the canonical psalter. Kirkpatrick speaks of 
them as ' separated by an impassable gulf.' This 
is strong language ; but on the two great subjects 
of the future life and the Messianic hope the 
contrast is so striking, that if argument from 
growth and development of thought is worth 
anything at all, this is a case iu which great 
reliance must be placed upon it. 

Passing by other arguments of more question- 
able value, such as that from the musical titles, 
which were certainly unintelligible to the Gr. trans- 
lators, and that from the language of the Chronicler 
concerning the Levitical guilds of singers, we may 
perhaps come to the following conclusion : — The 
Psalter is a collection of religious poetry chiefly, 
though not entirely, intended for use in public 
worsnip, and very gradually compiled. The ear- 
liest stage of the final process dates from shortly 
after the Exile, one step succeeding another 
through the compass of some three centuries, till 
the collection was virtually closed in the first half 
of the 2nd cent. B.C. Ryle represents the pre- 
vailing view of modern scholars when he says, 
* The time of its final promulgation in its present 
form and of its first recognition as part of the 
people's Scriptures, may well have been that of the 
great religious revival that accompanied the suc- 
cess of the Maccabacan revolt, and the downfall 
of the Hellenizing party among the priests and 
nobles' {Canon of OT, p. 127). The exact form of 
the conclusion reached is somewhat dependent on 
the decision of questions concerning the date and 
authorship of individual psalms, a subject in- 
timately bound up with that just discussed, to 
which accordingly we now pass. 

iii. Date and Authorship. — Care must be 
taken not to confuse date of compilation and date 
of composition, and sometimes a distinction must 
be made between the date of composition of the 
original psalm and the date to be assigned to it 
in its present form. Many of these lyrics were 
handed down orally, and, in particular, some of 
those that were connected with public worship 
may have been long current in a narrower circle 
before they found a place in a smaller or larger 
collection of psalms. Further, the phenomena of 
the Psalter, as we have it, prove conclusively that 
modifications were freely made in existing com- 
positions, whether to make them suitable for 
public worship or to adapt them to the new cir- 
cumstances of a new time. 

It if not the object of this article to describe the 
history of lyric poetry amongst the Hebrews. But 
no intelligent judgment can be formed as to the 
probable date of these particular^ sacred songs, 
without a brief survey of what is known from 
other sources concerning the history of this form 
of literary composition in Israel. 

The history of the |>eople begins with an outburst 
of song. The deliverance from Egypt at the Red 
Sea was an event which made a deep impression on 
the ritual, the literature, and the national life of 
Israel. It was signalized, according to Ex 15, by a 
song ' which Moses and the children of Israel san<£ ' 
— a pa-an not unworthy of the great occasion. It 
is found as part of the ' second Elohist's ' narrative, 
doubtless handed down from earlier days, and is 
fitted into its place by v. 19 . That the whole song 
in it* present form is antique seems hardly likely. 
Ewald, Dillmann, Delitzsch, and Driver agree that 
w. 1 "* give the ruling strain of the ancient hymn, 
while the language of vv. 13 and 17b seems to point 
to later days, when the early deliverance was 
triumphantly recalled. The 'Song of Moses' in 
Dt 32 may with some confidence be assigned to the 
8th cent. B.C. It is not Mosaic in its point of 



view ; v. 7 '* are enough to show that the settlement 
in Canaan is an event of the far past. Driver 
would fix the date about the time of Jeremiah, 
and some features point in this direction. But it 
is near enough for the present purpose, if it be 
assigned generally to the period of the monarchy. 
The remarkable poem given at length in Jg 5, 
known as the Song of Deborah, is generally recog- 
nized as one of the oldest fragments of Heb. 
literature. Kuenen describes it as contemporaneous 
with the events it celebrates, and most critics 
acknowledge the absence of anachronisms and the 
strong impression of reality which this ode leaves 
upon them. The date of Hannah's song in 1 S 2 
cannot easily be determined. Judged by modern 
ideas, it seems little suited for the occasion on which 
it is said to have been uttered, except so far as it 
sets forth the Divine exaltation of the lowly, or 
may be considered to possess a prophetic character. 
That it was composed after the establishment of 
the monarchy seems clear from v. I0 . The lament 
over Saul ana Jonathan ascribed to David in 2 S 1 
may be taken as genuinely Davidic. It contains 
nothing inconsistent with the occasion, none of 
those indications of a later point of view some- 
times found lurking in a single clause or allusion, 
whilst the date of the compilation of the book, so 
far as can be gathered, would point to an early 
origin for the elegy. Other indirect evidence as to 
the handing down of such songs from early times 
may be drawn from the mention of the ' book of 
Jashar ' and the ' teaching of the song to the 
children of Judah' in v. ls . The 'last words' of 
David, found in 2 S 23, do not stand on quite the 
same footing, since these later chapters form an 
appendix to the book which may be much later in 
date. 

Other lyrics which have come down to us embedded 
in prophetic literature — with which psalmody is 
closely connected — are the thanksgiving of Is 12, 
the dirge of Hezekiah in Is 38, the prayer of 
Habakkuk in Hah 3, and that of Jonah in Jon 2. 
It is impossible to enter into detailed questions of 
criticism, yet the objective evidence afforded by 
the dates of these poems, if they could be fixed, 
would be important, for these would serve as land- 
marks to judge of compositions when removed 
from their setting. Is 12 probably belongs to the 
period of Hezekiah. The dirge in ch. 38 may well 
be of the same date. It was apparently added by 
the compiler of Is 36-39 to the historical narratives 
drawn from 2 Kings. Cheyne compares the lan- 
guage of the dirge with that of Job, and holds it to 
be exilic, inserted on the principle that psalms in 
any sense illustrative of historical incidents might 
be quoted as if actually connected with them. 
The prayer of Habakkuk is considered by many 
critics to be a late addition, but there is no valid 
reason why it should not belong to the Cth cent. 
B.C. The general character of Jon 2 seems to 
mark it out as a cento of phrases drawn from 
earlier psalms. It has none of the freshness and 
force to be expected in a composition of the time 
of Jonah the prophet. 

Gathering this hasty survey to a close, it may be 
said in a word that the highly elaborated poetical 
composition entitled * The Lamentations,' though 
not by Jeremiah, and perhaps not of single author- 
ship, may — allowing for the slightly varying dates 
of its different parts — be with some confidence 
placed soon after the Exile, in the course of the 
Gth cent. B.C. The finished acrostic arrangement, 
no less than the language and style, points to an 
advanced stage of j)oetical composition. See, 
further, art. Poetry (Hebrew). 

If these results are only approximately correct, 
they furnish valuable data for further inv 
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concerning the history of music and song in con- 
nexion with temple-worship. The notes of the 
Chronicler, written long after the event, though 
in many cases drawn from original sources, 
hardly enable us to determine how far the services 
which were inaugurated by David had developed 
in the earlier period of the monarchy. Some of 
the descriptions seem to give a picture of the full 
organization known to the Chronicler, of which 
David established merely the rudiments. Delitzsch 
laid it down that there were three chief epochs of 
psalmody in Israel — the time of David, of Jehosha- 
phat, and of Hezekiah ; but in our records it is 
difficult to distinguish the stages of growth in the 
music and worship of the sanctuary. It seems 
clear, however, that the position discernible after 
the Exile (Ezr 2 41 and Neh 7**) implies considerable 
previous development, at least under the later 
monarchy, though its exact degree is doubtful. 
On the other hand, the outburst of song in the 
time of the Maccabees, of which many recent 
critics have much to say, while probable enough, 
is hypothetical only. The theory is likely enough 
a priori, and possesses some slight indirect con- 
firmation from history (cf. 2 Mac 2 U ), but its 
historical basis is not • strong enough to bear any 
solid superstructure. The evidence of Jer 33" is 
by no means unimportant where external evidence 
is so scanty ; pointing, as it does, to a measure of 
liturgical development and the use of formulae in 
worship during the Chaldtean period, which may 
form a fixed point in dealing with the psalms. 

Let us next examine the titles so far as these 
bear on authorship. The facts are these. One 
psalm is attributed to Moses, 73 to David (in the 
five books respectively, 37. 18. 1. 2. 15), 2 to 
Solomon, 12 to Asaph, 11 to the sons of Korah, 
1 to Heman, and 1 to Ethan. In fourteen cases the 
historical circumstances of composition are alluded 
to (cf. Ps 3. 7, etc.). These cease in the later 
books. Those that have come down to us are 
sometimes taken from the historical books, and 
sometimes present difficulties, as in the mention of 
'Cush,' Ps 7. The LXX contains some additional 
titles. The following psalms, anonymous in the 
Heb., are in it ascribed to David, 33. 43. 67. 91. 
93-99. 104 ; Ps 138 and 139 are inscribed in cod. A ry 
AavtlS Zaxaplov, while 146. 147, and 148 have the 
title Ayyaiov xal Zax^ov. The historical refer- 
ences peculiar to this version are often curious or 
obscure, e.g. Ps 27 rp6 tou your^rai, Ps 29 etjoSLov 
OKrjviji, Ps 66 dvatrrdoeut, whilst Ps 76 and 80 are 
entitled rpds rdr 'Aaavpto* and irip rov 'Acavplov, 
and Ps 144 rpdt rbv To\td8. This version contains 
also, it may be said in passing, notices of the days 
on which certain psalms were recited in public, as 
Ps 92 in the Heb. is spoken of as a Sabbath-psalm. 
Ps 24 was sung on the first day of the week, 48 on 
the second, 94 on the fourth, and 93 on the day 
before the Sabbath. 

The anonymous psalms, called 'orphans' in 
later days, were by the later Jews provided with 
parents by being attributed to the author named 
in the nearest previous psalm (see Jerome, Episl. 
139 ad Vi/priannm). In all probability it is on 
this principle that so many psalms in the first 
book came to be attributed to David, and in later 
times Moses was credited with all the psalms 
91-100, extending, that is, from the ' Mosaic ' 90th 
psalm to the 101st, which bears David's name. 
The usage by which the whole Psalter came to be 
attributed to David, so that the popular name 
' David ' was applied to the whole collection in 
He 4 7 is easily intelligible, and has been fre- 
quently paralleled since in the names of 'Wesley's' 
and other popular hymn-books. 

The time when these titles were added cannot 
be exactly determined. Some would be prefixed at 



the time of the earlier compilations, others when 
the collections of collections were made. Several 
of the titles in the LXX show, what one or two 
psalms in the Heb. exhibit, a combination of in- 
consistent traditions, both as regards author and 
occasion. As a whole, the titles represent an 
early, but far from contemporary tradition, and 
are for the most part uncritical in character, as 
may be shown by the following considerations. 

1. Some of the psalms assigned to. David cannot 
by any •possibility be his. Compare, e.g., the 
Aramaisms of 103. 122. 139 and 144 ; but especially 
those of 139, a psalm which must be amongst the 
latest in the Psalter. Other explanations have 
been given of these Aramaisms which cannot be 
considered satisfactory ; but if they are supposed 
to originate in the Northern Kingdom, Davidic 
authorship is equally set aside. 

2. Some psalms ascribed to David are evidently 
late because of their obvious borrowings from 
earlier psalms. These are tame in style, lacking 
the fresh vigour associated with the Davidic 
period, though often with a plaintive beauty of 
their own (cf? Ps 86). 

3. The acrostic psalms 25. 34 and 37 cannot be 
David's, It is conceivable that this artificial style 
of composition came into use early, but it is not 
probable. Known examples of it are late, and 
some other features in the acrostic psalms of the 
first book— e.g. the condition of the State, the 
exhortations to patience under oppression, as in 
Ps 37 — make so early a date impossible. 

4. The mention of the temple in 5 7 27* etc. must 
be considered as an evidence of date. It has been 
contended {e.g. by Delitzsch, Psalms, vol. i. pp. 
160, 161) that byi? might be applied to the Davidic 
tabernacle ; but it is only by a certain straining of 
language that a word for ' palace ' could be applied 
to a tent, even though that tent were the dwelling- 
place of God. The phrase God's ' holy hill,' more- 
over, seems to imply that the sanctuary had been 
established upon Zion for some considerable time 
(see Driver, LOT* p. 375). The early use of these 
expressions might, nowever, perhaps be allowed, if 
all other features of the psalms in question favoured 
a Davidic authorship. But this is not the case. 
The language which describes a period of oppression 
and fear (Ps 9 1 * etc.) requires a good deal of adap- 
tation before it will fit David's position, and the 
same may be said of the descriptions of the kind of 
foes against which the psalmist had to contend. 
Traditional interpretation may have accustomed 
readers to think of David under persecution by 
Saul, or at the time of Absalom's rebellion, but 
close examination shows that much of the language 
is inappropriate in David's mouth. Often there is 
a superficial resemblance to the circumstances of 
'David's life, combined with real incompatibility. 
See, e.g., Ps 20 and 21, which refer to the king, but 
could not have been written by king David in 
relation to himself; Ps B5 ls - W , which might seem 
to point to Ahithophel, but that so many phrases 
of the psalm (vv.*- »• 10 , and the phraseology, care- 
fully considered, of la * w ) are incompatible with 
David's position. Many of the psalms ascribed 
to David are not the language of a monarch at all, 
but the plaintive complaints of one who is crushed 
under a government which he has no power to 
modify, and from which he cannot escape. Isolated 
expressions such as are found in 51' 8 - *• may be 
explained as liturgical additions to an originally 
Davidic psalm, while 69" might conceivably be 
understood of David's time ; but some violence is 
required in each case. And putting together (1) 
the separate phrases which betray a later date, (2) 
the kind of trials to which the psalmist is exposed, 
(3) the condition of society exhibited, (4) the 
maturity of theological thought often manifested, 
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it will be seen that a strong case is made out 
against at least a large number of the psalms 
attributed in the titles ' to David.' 

la it to be said, then, that David wrote none of 
the psalms that have come down to ust Well- 
hausen's dictum has often been quoted, that ' the 
question is not whether the Psalter contains post- 
exilic, but whether it contains any pre-exilic 
psalms,' and that question is by many answered 
in the negative. It will be safer to conduct the 
inquiry upon critical principles cautiously applied. 

First, little or no reliance is to be placed on the 
titles as indicative of authorship. For it is not 
certain that the ttiS is to be understood of personal 
authorship (compare the title 'of the sons of Koran,' 
where the preposition is admittedly not the Lamed 
auctoris). It is probable that a title originally 
given to one or two psalms in a book was after- 
wards affixed separately to all in a collection. And 
the arguments above alleged show that many of the 
titles must have been affixed in a crude ana super- 
ficial way. But the same cannot be said of the 
general reputation of David as a psalmist. This 
must have rested upon a tolerably substantial 
basis. It has been said that David was noted only 
as a musician, not as a poet. The passages 1 S 16 1 *, 
2 S 1" JP 6", and Am 6* are said not to imply more 
than this. But the Chronicler makes David to 
have been the founder of psalmody, see 1 Ch IS* 
2Ch 7=» and compare Ezr 3 10 , Neh 12". 

Further, it has already been seen that David 
was confessedly the author of the elegy of 2 S 1, 
and the 18th psalm is attributed to him in 2 S 22. 
It is said that the first of these. poems is not of a 
religious character, bjnt that does not constitute 
a proof that the writer could not compose a reli- 
gious ]>oem, and for literary purposes its evidence 
is valid. David was the writer of verses which, as 
literature, are parallel with the psalms, whilst early 
tradition ascribes to him the composition of psalms 
also. Taking, then, the 18th psalm as a kind of 
test case, how stands the evidence ? (a) External 
Evidence. If the 22nd ch. forms an integral part of 
2 S, the testimony to Davidic authorship is early 
and strong. If— as there is reason to suppose — 
chs. 22 and 23 constitute a later addition to the 
book, their evidence is greatly weakened. It 
is not easy to determine whether the text as 
given in the psalm is earlier or later than that 
found in the history. Baethgen inclines to hold 
that the psalm gives the earlier form of text, but 
that the two have been handed down independently. 
On the other band, it is much more probable that 
the brief historical introduction with which Ps 22 
opens was taken from the history than vice versa. 
(0) Internal Evidence. The contents of the psalm 
suit well the early monarchy, and can, in fact, with 
difficulty be applied to any other period. The 
vigour and freshness which characterize the style 
have convinced Ewald and many other critics of 
the Davidic authorship. The only arguments on 
the other side have been drawn from v. 47 , which 
might very well have come from David's pen, 
and w.* ,4 °, which do unquestionably point the 
other way, though there is nothing in them 
absolutely incompatible with Davidic authorship. 
The theory adopted by Cheyne and others Who 
support a much later date is that the writer, 
with marvellous ability and success, throws him- 
self back into the life of the conquering hero of 
many centuries before, and the poem was 'con- 
iecturally ascribed to the idealized David not long 
before the Exile.' This conclusion appears to 
spring from the assumed premiss that 1 from the 
point of view of the history of art, not less than 
from that of the history of religion, the supposition 
that we have Davidic psalms presents insuperable 
difficulties.' The conjunction of internal and 



externa] evidence furnishes a fair, though not 
conclusive, case in favour of the Davidic author- 
ship of Ps 18, such as would reasonably be accepted 
in the case of any similar document- in classical 
literature, and it can be overruled only by con- 
siderations drawn from a general view of OT 
religion, such as cannot be discussed here. 

It is obvious that a decision on the question of 
the 18th psalm will carry many others with it. 
If this psalm be not David's, probably none from 
his pen has come down to us ; if it be, the way is 
open to examine other psalms for which a similar 
claim is made, rejecting such as are condemned by 
internal evidence. The only other psalm of which 
mention can be made here is the 1 1 uth. Older ex- 

Braitors, such as Delitzsch and Ewald, held it to be 
avidic, or of the Davidic age, but the tendency 
of modern criticism is to assign to it a much 
later date. The terseness, vigour, and occasional 
obscurity of its phraseology favour an early 
origin, and its occurrence in the fifth book of the 
Psalter, which tells in favour of a late date, is not 
absolutely inconsistent with an earlier. Decision 
upon the point is bound up with the exposition of 
v. 1 . If the opening words may be understood in 
the sense that the Messiah is objectively regarded 
as the psalmist's Lord, David may be regarded as 
the speaker. If, as many hold, this is impossible, 
the theocratic priest-king must be addressed by 
the psalmist as his lord, and the Messianic reference 
can only be indirect and typical, and Davidic author- 
ship is excluded. It hasbeen attempted to support 
the first of these theories by the language of 2 S 23 s "* 
and the prophecy recorded in 2 S 7, but these do 
not present a close parallel to the kind of Messianic 
reference proposed. An argument, conclusive to 
the minds of many, is drawn from our Lord's quota- 
tion of this psalm as recorded in the Synoptic 
Gospels. This quotation shows at least that the 
current Jewish opinion regarded the psalm as 
Messianic, but it does not exclude— (1) the sup- 
position that an argumcnfum ad hominem was 
intended sufficient for the purpose which Christ 
had in view, or (2) the fact that the argument to 
be drawn from the psalm holds good, if for 'David' 
the general word ' psalmist ' were substituted. A 
study of the whole use of OT made by Christ in 
His teaching shows that the questions of date 
and authorship with which criticism is chiefly 
concerned were not before the mind of our Lord 
as He spoke, nor was it His object to pronounce 
upon them. 

In genera], the conclusion reached upon the 
subject of Davidic psalms seems to be as follows. 
It cannot certainly be proved that David wrote 
any psalms ; the probability is that he wrote many ; 
it is not likely that all these were lost; some of 
those extant which are ascribed to him are appro- 
priate in his lips ; external evidence ascribes the 
18th psalm to David, and if it be his, it is probable 
that others also should be attributed to him ; and in 
determining the number of these, internal evidence 
drawn from contents, style, allusions, etc., is the 
sole criterion. The judgment of critics proceeding 
upon these lines naturally varies considerably. 
Baethgen, with some hesitation, admits 3 psalms as 
Davidic, Schultz 10, Ewald 17, Delitzsch 44, while 
Driver (LOT 6 380) sums up by saying — * A non liquet 
must be our .verdict ; it is possible that Ewald's list 
of Davidic psalms is too large, but it is not clear that 
none of the psalms contained in it are of David's 
composition. ' The arguments above adduced would 
lead to the conclusion that from ten to twenty 
psalms— including 3. 4. 7. 8. 15. 18. 23. 24. 32, and 
perhaps 101 and 110 — may have come down to us 
from David's pen, but that the number can hardly 
be greater and may be still less. The 90th psalm 
cannot have been written by Moses, nor the 72nd 
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and 127th by Solomon. The titles in these cases 
must be understood as indicative of the subject- 
matter. The reference of certain psalms to Asaph, 
Heman, Ethan, and the sons of Korah, is to be 
understood from the point of view of compilation 
rather than of authorship. If these psalms were 
taken from collections associated with the Levitical 
guilds known by these historical names in the time 
of the second temple, the titles become easily 
intelligible. It creates difficulties to press the 
meaning of the preposition as Lamed auctoris, 
and to suppose {e.g.) that the family or guild of 
• Korah ' were either separately or conjointly 
authors of psalms. It is quite possible that the 
free multiplication of the title rnj is due to 
the same habit on the part of those who formed 
the several collections. Compilers would think 
more of the source from which the psalms were 
actually derived than of the presumably remote 
original author, especially in days when personal 
authorship was not dwelt upon as in a later 
time. 

On the general subject of the age of the Psalms, 
Cheyne hardly allows one to be pre-exilic ; the 
scattered references to monarchy he applies for 
the most part to the time of the Maccaboean 
revival. In this he stands almost alone amongst 
English critics, though the general tendency of 
criticism is to assign a continually increasing 
majority of the psalms to the post-exilic period. 
Cornill probably represents the prevailing opinion 
of contemporary scholars when he describes 
{Einleitung, p. 221) the Psalter as representing a 
reaction of the old Israeli tish pious feeling against 
the stiffening formalism of the time of Ezra and 
his successors, a proof that the religious genius of 
Israel in the 3rd and 4th centuries B.C. had not 
been quenched by the growing influence of what 
was later known as Pharisaism. The historical 
allusions which are found in some psalms are not 
for the most part decisive, and these cease to have 
any weight if the possibility of later impersonation 
and idealization is freely conceded. Taking the 
language of the psalms as it stands, however, the 
nearest approach to definiteness on the ground of 
historical allusions would be found in Ps 46 as 
applied to the overthrow of Sennacherib, Ps 74 
and 79 to the period of the Maccabees. Ps 68, 
which by earlier critics was assigned to the reign 
of Jehoshaphat, almost certainly belongs to the 
period of the Second Temple, and Ps 118, which 
has generally been considered as especially suitable 
to the return from Captivity, is con Aden tly assigned 
by Cheyne to the Maccabsean period. Ps 45, which 
most critics place during the monarchy, is under- 
stood by the same writer of Ptolemy Philadelphus. 
If historical allusions are not decisive, neither will 
the evidence of parallel passages avail much. If the 
dates of Job, oi Deut. , and of certain chapters of 
Isaiah could be fixed, the dates of a few psalms 
might be approximately determined ; e.g. Ps 8 was 
written before the Book of Job, and Ps 90 after 
Deuteronomy. The date of Jer. is well known, but 
a comparison between the language of the psalms 
and the prophet (cf. Ps 1 with Jer 17 7-8 ) makes it 
difficult to say which can claim the priority. A 
certain group of psalms, e.g. 69, may with some 
confidence be assigned to the period of Jeremiah. 

In only a very few cases can linguistic evidence 
be considered as decisively characteristic of late 
date ; Ps 139 is probably the best example of this. 
The criterion or style is too subjective and too 
differently estimated by different critics to be re- 
lied upon as evidence of date. Arguments drawn 
from the stage of theological thought visible in the 
psalms depend upon the view taken of the history 
of OT theology, and opinion can hardly be con- 
sidered ripe enough on this subject for it to be 



employed with certainty. The psalms themselves 
form no inconsiderable portion of the evidence by 
means of which that history is to be traced out, 
and it is clear that the vicious circle must be 
avoided which would conclude that a given psalm 
1 cannot be of early origin because the ideas it con- 
tains cannot have been promulgated so early.' The 
state of religious thought and fife manifested in the 
writings of the prophets Amos and Hosea presup- 
poses a long religious history, the nature of which 
has not yet been made sufficiently clear to allow 
of sweeping dogmatic assumptions. And, apart 
from a oehef in the supernatural, the history of 
religion shows how frequently the votes, whether 
bard or prophet, has been before his time in his 
religious intuitions and aspirations. Certain 
general conclusions may, however, be given, which 
will guide us approximately to the time when the 
psalms as a whole were composed. A few being 
probably Davidic, a considerable number, especially 
in the earlier books, are pre-exilic, but the greater 
proportion of these date after the 8th cent. B.C. 
The large majority of the psalms may be with 
confidence assigned to the period during and shortly 
after the Exile, some few to the 3rd and even the 
2nd cent. B.C. 

Are any Maccabatan psalms included in the 
Psalter ? This much debated question has received 
very various answers. There is an a priori proba- 
bility in favour of the existence of such psalms 
and of their inclusion in the Psalter, if the Canon 
of OT were not closed too early to admit them. 
The strong probability is that the Canon was not 
virtually closed till about B.C. 100, and the Psalter 
may have been kept open even after the various 
collections were formed, in the sense that a few 
later psalms might find their way in after a collec- 
tion possessed a separate existence. The evidence 
of Joseph us and of 2 Mac may be taken as indirectly 
confirming the a priori probability that the Mac- 
cabeean times would furnish a vigorous psalmody. 
The evidence of the ' Psalms of Solomon ' shows 
that the true spirit of psalm-composition existed 
even later, though the hopes and ideals of the 
psalmist had altered. When we examine the 
extant psalms, however, difficulties arise. Those 
which appear most likely to have sprung from 
Maccalwean times, such as 44. 74. 79. 83, are found, 
not in the later, but in the earlier or middle collec- 
tions. It is possible, but not easy, to understand 
how a psalm composed B.C. 150 made its way into 
Book u. and was labelled, not in the Heb. only, 
but in the Greek, as a psalm of Asaph. It is urged 
by some that the language of these psalms may be 
appropriately understood of earlier desolations than 
those of the time of Antiochus. But in Ps 74 8 , for 
example, the phrase ^ *?i?to (though understood by 
the LXX of feasts) seems distinctly to point to 
the synagogues of a later period, while 74* connects 
itself naturally with 1 Mac 4* 9 s7 14« The argu- 
ment drawn from the repeated use of BT9Q» on the 
other hand, has been too much pressed, as if it 
must necessarily refer to the time when the 
Ifasidim became a recognized party, when 'the 
company of the Hasidirans, mighty men of Israel,' 
offered themselves 'willingly for the law' (1 Mac 
2**). It by no means follows that all mention of 
' the pious ones ' is to be taken as distinctly Mac- 
caboean. 

The history of opinion displays considerable 
diversity of opinion on this question. Theodore 
of Mopsuestia, holding the Davidic origin of the 

ftsalms generally, taught that David projected, 
liraself in the spirit of prophecy into the times of 
the Maccabees, so that some of the psalms faith- 
fully picture that period. Calvin attributed Ps 44. 
74 and 79 to the period in question ; Hitzig and 
Olshausen enlarged this short list to embrace the 
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greater portion of the Psalter, including all psalms 
from 73 to 150. lieu as assigned several psalms to 
a still later period — that of John Hyrcanus, B.c. 
135-107. Clieyne indicates some twenty -live 
psalms as Moccabtean, including 20. 21. 33. 44. 60. 
01. 63. 74. 79. 83. 101. 108. 115-118. 135-138. 145- 
150. His criteria of ' a uniquely strong church 
feeling,' an ' intensity of monotheistic faith,' and 
an ' ardour of gratitude for some unexampled 
stepping forth of the Lord J" into history,' are not 
snsceptible of specific and decisive application to 
Moccabtean times. The first criterion mentioned 
by Cheyne— the existence of 'some fairly distinct 
allusions to Macc-abwan circumstances ' — would be 
decisive if its occurrence could be clearly proved. 
But the allusions are held by such critics as 
Gesenius, Ewald, Dillmann, and Hupfeld to be 
anything but distinct. In our judgment the 
number of Maccabaean psalms cannot be large, 
but the bare possibility that a few such psalms 
were included in the Psalter before the Canon was 
closed should be left open. If any psalms of the 
2nd cent. B.C. are found in our present collection, 
the internal evidence which would assign 44. 74. 
79. 83 to this period may be held to outweigh the 
unquestionable difficulties arising from their place 
in the second and third books. 

iv. Titles.— It has been found convenient to dis- 
cuss such of the titles as bear on the question of 
authorship already ; the present section will there- 
fore be devoted to an examination of those words 
or phrases, mostly musical notes, which require ex- 
planation. For the sake of convenience, they are 
given in alphabetical order, following the EV. 

♦Aijeleth hash-Shahar, Ps 22 iw? nfcrto, LXX 
irrip rijs ArriX^fitf/eus rijt ewdtyijs, i.e. ' concerning the 
morning aid ' (n^;i«) ; so Targum, which refers to the 
Tan^id, the perpetual morning sacrifice ; Jerome, 
pro cervo matutino (so Aq. ). ' Upon ' here signifies 
•set to the tune of (RV), the name of the song being 
prob. ' Hind of the Dawn.' W. R. Smith compares 
Arabic usage in thus describing melodies; also 
Ephraem in the Syriac. Baethgen understands the 
morning to be viewed as ' the hind in its swiftness.' 

'Al&moth, Ps 46 ; cf. 1 Ch 15" ' psalteries set to 
Alamoth' (RV), n'ata4s, LXX irl 
'about the hidden things' (nSD^t), so Targum; 
Jerome, after Aq., pro jiiventxitibus. In 1 Ch, 
LXX transliterates dXat/uM. Ges. and most 
moderns derive from 'almah, ' damsel,' and render 
'with accompaniment of damsel voices,' or 'in 
soprano.' Baethgen holds that this interpretation 
is not suitable to Ps 46. lias hi understands it of 
a musical instrument, as modern viola or tenor- 
violin. Cf. ' Double-bass,' corresponding to Shemi- 
nith, which see. It is a question whether the 
closing words of Ps 48 'al-muth, which will hardly 
bear the translation ' unto death,' should not be 
read as 'al&mGth and taken as part of the title of 
the following psalm. 

*Al-taachith (AV), 'Al-tashheth (RV), Ps 57. 68. 
59. 75, ivtftrV*, LXX /xii duuftitipyi ; Jerome ut non 
disperdas. As in RV, this must be understood to 
mean 'set to the tune of, Destroy not.' Possibly 
these words may form the beginning of an old 
vintage-song, such as we find described in Is 65 s , 
when the new wine is found in the cluster, ' and 
one saith, Destroy it not, for a blessing is in it ' ; 
but this is mere conjecture (see OTJC' 1 p. 209). 

Ascents.— See Degrees. 

Chief Musician, for the.— Found in 55 psalms, 
beginning with Ps 4. See also Hab 3 19 . Heb. tod^, 
LXX tit rb rtkm (connect with n*)h ' for ever ' ?). 
Other Gr. VSS, tit t6 vikoi, Jerome Victori ; follow- 
ing apparently the meaning of a kindred Aram, 
root. The verb mo is found in 1 Ch 15 s " in refer- 
ence to music, and is rendered ' to excel ' in AV, 
* to lead ' the singing in RV. In 1 Ch 23* it means 
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'to preside over' the work in question. The 
meaning of the title, therefore, apparently is that 
the psalm was to be given to the precentor or 
leader of the choir, and was intended to be sung in 
the temple-service. 

Dedication, A Song at the d. of the house, Ps 
30, Heb. n:sn nyjrvp, LXX iKtn&trtm. — The order 
of words in this title suggests that in its present 
form it combines two several traditions ; it is at 
the same time a psalm It-David and a song for the 
dedication of ' the house.' It is possible that the 
two may be combined ; not, however, when the 
site was chosen for the temple (Hengs ten berg), for 
this was not the dedication of a house ; nor (prob- 
ably) at some re-consecration of the palace after 
Absalom's rebellion and David's absence. The 
most probable supposition, if, the psalm is to be 
referred to David s lifetime, is that of Delitzsch, 
who refers it to the house mentioned in 2 S 5", and 
supposes that about this time the king was re- 
covering from severe sickness. It is known, how- 
ever {Sopherim xviii. 2), that this psalm was used 
by the Jews from an early date at the feast of 
Itdnukkah, the ' dedication mentioned in 1 Mac 4** 
and Jn 10% and Baethgen and many moderns con- 
sider that this clause of the title was added later as 
an after-thought. It has been questioned whether 
this is consistent with the ignorance of its meaning 
shown by the LXX. The probability is that the 
clause refers to a liturgical use of the psalm, not 
to its original composition. 

Degrees, Bongs of, Ps 120. 122-134 rt^mj it ; 
in 121 'vrth; LXX yty twv Aea.fia.0 fj.lv, Jerome 
canticum graduum, whence AV ' degrees,' RV 
' ascents.' — Grammatically, the form of the title 
in Ps 121 is the more correct, if it is to be under- 
stood of an individual psalm. W. R. Smith and 
Cheyne understand it collectively = TV, properly 
the title of the whole group, the plural ' ascents ' 
indicating that the title of the group has come to 
be affixed to each psalm separately. The (pllowing 
meanings have been attached to this ambiguous 
phrase : — 

1. The return from Babylon (Ewald). SeeEzr7*, 
in which we read of ' the going up from Babylon,' 
and cf. Ezr 2 1 . The use of the plur. ' goings up ' is 
explained to refer to more than one journey, under 
Cyrus and Artaxerxes (E/.r 2 and 8); or to the 
number of caravans, cf. oi drapaivowrti of Jn 12-"°. 
It is hardly likely, however, that the plural would 
be used of the one event which so signalized itself 
in the memory of the people, ana the subject- 
matter of at least Ps 122 and 134 is unsuitable to 
this connexion. 

2. The going up to the annual festivals in Jeru- 
salem. Ihe word ina'dlah is not elsewhere used 
of these journeys, but the cognate vb. nSp is (Ps 122* 
al. ). The psalms are for the most part suitable in 
subject for such a purpose, either directly (see 
122. 132. 133) or indirectly. Herder, Reuss, W. R. 
Smith (' Pilgrimage songs '), and Baethgen may be 
mentioned as amongst those who favour this ex- 
planation. 

3. Fifteen steps led from the women's court to the 
men's court in the temple, and the Talmud (Midd. 
ii. 5, Sukkah 156) says that these corresponded 
to the songs of degrees ; not, however, that the 

KUms were named after the steps, or that the 
vites song these particular psalms upon the 
steps. This explanation of the name has, how- 
ever, been held oy some [e.g. Armfield, who has 
written a monograph upon the subject). 

4. Delitzsch lavours the interpretation which 
finds an allusion to the peculiar style or structure 
of the psalms, the repetition of a word or phrase, 
with a gradual ladder-like ascent as to a climax — 
'a step -like progressive rhythm of thoughts.' 
Compare the structure of the ' triolet ' in more 
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recent literature. Against this, however, it may 
be urged that not all these psalms exhibit this 
structure (see 132) ; that it is found in some other 
psalms {e.g. 29) ; and that nowhere else is this 
technical use of the word found. 

5. I m hohem Chor (Luther) to be sung ' in louder 
tones ' ; so R. Sa'adya Gaon, and cf . 2 Ch 20'* 
U-maluh (diff. word from n^yo), « with a loud voice 
on high' (AV), 'an exceeding loud voice' (RV). 

6. An explanation, first given by Rasbi, has 
lately been revived by Schiller - Szmessy, which 
refers the word to the ' liftings-up ' or ' goings-up ' 
of the heart in adoration and trust. See 121 1 
123 1 130 1 . 

It will be gathered from the above sketch that 
no certain meaning can be given to the title of this 
group of lovely psalms. The second explanation is, 
on the whole, the most probable. 

Gtttith, Set to the, Ps 8. 81. 84, Heb. n-R-rrSy, 
LXX iiwip Tujy \T)t>ut>, Jerome pro (in) torcularibus 
(jVirj). — Tne Targ. • explains of a musical instru- 
ment which David brought from Gath, or of the 
form of a wine-press. Generally understood to 
indicate the name of a tune, possibly set to a 
vintage - song, a meaning which the LXX and 
Jerome may possibly have had in view in their 
renderings. Ewald understands it to mean 'the 
March of the Gittite guard.' 

Hlggalon (fi'jn). — This word does not occur in 
any of the titles, but is found in Ps 9 16 and is con- 
veniently considered here. It occurs in connexion 
with Selah (which see), and the double phrase is 
rendered by LXX (p8*) Sia^dX/iarot. It is found in 
the text of Ps 92 3 , where Cheyne renders ' with 
sounding music upon the harp.' The root nan from 
which the word is probably derived means to emit 
a deep, murmuring sound, and is used of a lion in 
Is 31 4 , of a dove in Is 38", and of a mourner in 
Is 16 7 . Also in a secondary sense of meditation or 
device in Ps 19", La 3**. Kimchi explains Higgaion 
from this secondary meaning of the root ; but it 
is in all probability a musical term derived from 
the primary meaning, possibly indicating a 'forte 
burst of joyous music' 

Jonath-'elem-rehokim, Ps 56 o*pirr] o^|c nfrVy, 
LXX vwip rod XaoO tov irb Twr ayivv fiefuucpvp.- 
nipov, atr. which supposes that Israel is intended by 
the word njr dove, and o^k is quite misunderstood. 
Like so many others of these enigmatical phrases, 
this is in all probability the name of a melody to 
which the psalm is to be sung. With the reading 
d*^k the phrase mav be interpreted ' the dove of the 
distant terebinths^ ; with present pointing, as in 
RVra, ' the silent dove of tnem that are afar off.' 

Mahalath, Ps 53 ; MnMlath U 'annoth, Ps 88, 
Heb. n^n-j-Sy, or with addition of rtoy% LXX inrtp 
Mae\l0 {tov diroxpiOrjvai) as pr. name, see Gn 28", 
2 Ch ll 18 , Jerome pro choro, per chorum (after Aq. 
Theod. Symni. ). Considerable uncertainty attaches 
to the rendering of this phrase. If it' does not 
indicate the name of a tune (Ibn Ezra), or the sad- 
ness of the melody to which the psalm was sung 
(Delitzsch), the cuoice lies between understanding 
mahalath as (1) akin to mahdlah, 'sickness' or 
' calamity' (Ex IS 1 "), so Targ.; or (2) as a musical 
instrument (Rashi, Ges., Lowe). Neither etymo- 
logy nor the probabilities of the case can be said 
to point decidedly in either direction. 

Moschil. Found prefixed to 13 psalms, viz. 32. 
42. 44. 45. 52-55. 74. 78. 88. 89. 142. Heb. S«?ipo, 
LXX ffvyfffeui, tls aimeaw. Cf. 47 7 h'ztro not, ' make 
melody in a skilful strain' (cf. RVm) ; Targ. 'with 
good understanding.' Gesenius renders, 'a didactic 
poem,' which does not fit many of the psalms 
mentioned above. Delitzsch understands it as 
indicating a 'contemplative' psalm (Vara prop, 
'consider,' 'attend to,' cf. Ps 101 3 [RVm] 106 7 ) ; 
Rashi interprets by reference to 2 Ch 30 22 , the 



Levites that 'had good understanding (or were 
well skilled) [apparently in music] for J . So far as 
etymology serves us, the title probably indicates a 
contemplative composition, but in process of time 
the original meaning probably passed away and it 
came to mean little more than a poem (cf . Tolripa). 

Mlchtam, Ps 16 and 56-60 0590, LXX ojjKo- 
yptupla. — So Gesenius, who says ana = scribere, 
nro = inscribere ; the meaning in Eng. would imply 
a carefully-fashioned, ' emblazoned ' psalm ; but 
this meaning of the root ona is wholly uncertain. 
Another suggested derivation connects with nn| 
and would give the rendering ' a golden psalm ; 
so Luther. The word is also used in Is 38* of 
Hezekiah's dirge, but it is not easy to detect any 
features which the various compositions to which 
the word is applied possess in common. 

Hnth-labben, Ps 9 \ti mo-Vy, LXX inrkp ruw 
tcpvfUor tov viov, Vulg. pro occult is (Jer. pro morte) 
Jilii, Targ. 'concerning the death of man (who 
came forth) between (the armies).' All these tr a » 
show that the phrase was not understood, and the 
ignorance of the ancients is shared by the moderns. 
Grammar will not allow of the rendering 'death 
of the son,' i.e. Absalom, even if such a meaning 
were appropriate. In all probability this is the 
name of a tune ; but whether it should be rendered 
' Die for the son ' or (with other pointing) ' Death 
makes white,' it is impossible to say, and cannot 
really signify. 

Neginoth.— Found in six psalms — 4. 6. 54. 55. 67. 
76 rinp, and once in 61 nj*jr^y, cf. Hab 3"», LXX 
<** \f/a\pMt, Jerome in psalmis. The word means 
unquestionably ' on stringed instruments ' ; it is 
always found after the phrase ' For the chief 
musician,' and indicates that the psalm is to be 
sung to an accompaniment of stringed music, cf. 
1 Ch 15 s1 . Neginath is generally understood as the 
same word with an old feminine ending (Ges.); 
or, according to Massoretic punctuation, closely 
joined with li-David., it would mean ' in the Davidic 
style of stringed music' 

Nehiloth, Ps 5 rifaflrtfc LXX Mp 
nbwriys, as if nSnin, Jerome pro hasreditatibus. Gener- 
ally understood as=o J ?^>q. meaning ' to the accom- 
paniment of flutes' or wind-instruments. That 
flutes were used in worship, is shown by Is 30*. 
Boethgen objects that the usual word for flute 
might be expected here, and understands Nehiloth 
as the name of a tune. 

Remembrance, To bring to, Ps 38 and 70 t?w£, 
LXX els ipdfwri<Ttf (adding in 70, eis rb awai (u 
Kvpiov), Jerome in corn-memorandum, ad recordan- 
dum. Is it to be understood, however, that God is 
to remember the psalmist, or the psalmist to re- 
member God ! Both views have been taken. The 
Targ., followed by Delitzsch, finds a reference to 
the Azkarah (dudnrrjcit) part of the sacrifice of the 
Minhah, when a portion was thrown upon the fire 
and the smoke was supposed to bring the worshipper 
into the Divine remembrance. See Lv 24 7 - 8 , and 
connect with title in LXX ictpl <ra/9/34roi/. But the 
word is found in 1 Ch 16 4 , when certain Levites 
were appointed to minister before the ark, and ' to 
record ( AV), ' celebrate ' (RV), as well as to thank 
and praise J" ; and perhaps this more general 
meaning of worshipping, in the sense of not for- 
getting the Divine benefits, is the more probable 
meaning here. 

Shemlnith, Ps 6 and 12 nyaf -hs, LXX inrip rfjt 
6yS6i]t, ' upon the octave or the eighth,' cf. 1 Ch 15* 1 . 
The phrase either refers to a special kind of stringed 
instrument with eight strings, or means perhaps 
' in the bass,' cf. 'al-'A ldm6th=aaptmo. ' In a lower 
octave,' the reverse of the modern octave (Lowe). 

Shiggaion, Ps 7-fW t LXX ^a\n6t — furd vSijt, 
Jerome pro ignoratione (after Theod. Symm., and 
see Ps 19" 'errors'). — The word is found in the 
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Elural in Hab 3 1 . As derived from nw * to wander,' 
Iwald, Delitzsch, and others give the meaning of 
a ' dith yrambic song,' one characterized by various 
feelings or rhythms. Gesenius, with hesitation, 
renders eantus svavis. There appears to be nothing 
either in etymology, tradition, or the character 
of the two psalms in question to guide modern 
readers definitely to the meaning of this word. 

Shoshannira, Shush an-' Ed nth, Ps 45 and 69 "?y 
OTtfr, Ps 60 nrrj ]vnr l ?s, Ps 80 V'h\f, LXX inrtp rur 
iXXwi^ijffo^rw* {o'pf from root mr 'to change'), 
Jerome pro liliis testimonii.— Rashi understands as 
an instrument of six strings. Probably the name of 
a tone (Ibn Ezra and moderns) * set to the melody 
of Lilies, or Lilies of the Testimony.' 'Pure as a 
lily is the Testimony,' i.e. the Law (Ewald). 

Song of Lores, Ps 45 rrtin; vp t LXX y b**P rod 
iyanrroO. — The allegorical interpretation which is 
suggested by the Gr. is of very early origin, and is 
based upon the use of language found in Hosea and 
elsewhere in OT, and recognized by St. Paul in 
Eph 5". The Targ. renders « Thy beauty, O King 
Messiah.' The feminine plural termination must 
not be understood literally as of king's daughters 
(Hengstenberg), nor of a marriage-feast, nor in an 
erotic sense, for the word is a noble one ; but 
according to the Heb. idiom it corresponds to a 
neuter abstract, and the phrase would mean 'A 
song of that which is lovely.' It is to be under- 
stood, like Canticles, of a pure and holy earthly love 
which may be understood to symbolize and prepare 
the way for a higher affection still. 

To Teach, Ps 60 -rtf}, cf. Dt 31 19 , where Moses is 
commanded to teach a song to the Israelites, and 
2 S l 17 - I8 , where it is said that David ' bade them 
teach the children of Judah the song of the bow' 
(the word 'bow' is omitted in B or LXX) — a 
martial song, to be sung at the practice of arms ? 
These parallels would seem to show that the title 
I i lammed means that this psalm, like many others, 
was to be taught to Israel. 

v. Poetical Construction.— Heb. poetry, it 
is well known, is not constituted by rhyme. 
Neither, like Anglo - Saxon and other verse, is it 
marked by regularly recurring assonance, though 
occasionally this feature is present. Neither, 
again, is metre an essential feature of Heb. 
psalmody. It has been questioned among scholars 
—though only a small minority are prepared to 
answer in the affirmative — whether metre, imply- 
ing lines consisting of a fixed number of syllables, 
is recognizable at all in OT poetry, as, confessedly, 
both rhyme and metre are characteristic of Jewish 
poems of the Middle Ages. But though metre is 
not discernible in Psalms, it does not follow that 
rhythm is excluded. The rhythm of thought in 
the well - known parallelismus membrorum is, of 
coarse, an essential feature, and rhythm of lan- 
guage matching the thought is readily perceptible, 
though no rules can be laid down for its determina- 
tion. There is a rhythm in all the finest prose, not 
the less impressive for being irregular. In Psalms 
the rhythm of language more nearly approaches 
regularity than the rhythm of carefully constructed 
prose, but it defies analysis and systematization. 
The prevailing form is the couplet of two corre- 
sponding lines, though the triplet and quatrain are 
used from time to time. On this subject Driver 
says : ' The poetical instincts of the Hebrews 
appear to have been satisfied by the adoption of 
lines of approximately the same length, which 
were combined, as a rule, into groups of two, three, 
or four lines, constituting verses, the verses mark- 
ing usually more distinct pauses in the progress of 
thought than the separate lines' {LOT* p. 362). 
(For the details of this subject see Driver's chapter 
inst quoted and art. Poetrv). It may, however, 
be briefly said here that the chief attempts to trace 



out a more regular metrical system in Psalms than 
the above remarks allow, are those of J. Ley (Metr. 
Formen der Heb. Poesie, 1866, and Grundzuae des 
Rhythmus in der Heb. Poesie, 1875), Gustav Bickell 
(Carmina VT metrice, 1882, and articles in ZDMG, 
1891-1894), and, more recently, H. Grimme (' Abriss 
der biblisch-hebraischen Metrik'in ZDMG, 1896, 
pp. 529-584, and 1897, pp. 683-712). Ley seeks to 
establish a metre which depends upon accents, and 
relies upon alliteration, assonance, and rhyme as 
subordinate features. Bickell seeks to prove that 
the measure of the verse is marked by regular 
alternation of accented and unaccented syllables ; 
but he accomplishes this only by an excessive 
modification, not to say -mutilation, of the text, 
and by a violent use of unnatural elisions. 
Grimme's system is described in art. POETRY, 
p. 6 b . C. A. Briggs holds Ley's views in a 
modified form. He says, 'The accent may be 
used as a principle of measurement to a very 
large extent in Heb. poetry, but it is not an 
absolute law ; for whilst many poems and strophes 
are uniform in this respect, the poet breaks away 
from it and increases or diminishes the number of 
accents, as well as words, to correspond with the 
movements of his thought and motion' (Bibl. 
Study, p. 263).* This does not greatly differ from 
the mode of statement adopted by Delitzsch, which 
is accepted in this article. 'Heb. poetry is not 
metrical, i.e. it is not regulated by the laws of 
quantity and by the number of syllables ; strong 
accents, which give prominence to the logically 
most important syllables, produce a very great 
variety ot rhythms in the series of syllables that 
form the stichoi ; the ictus of the verse is regulated 
by the logical movement ; and the rhythm is the 
purely accentuating rhythm of the oldest kinds of 
national poetry ' {Psalms, vol. i. p. 31, note, Eng. tr. ). 

There is one stage of poetical construction inter- 
mediate between the unit — couplet, triplet, or 
quatrain — and the completed lyric. It is the 
strophe or stanza, whichever name be considered 
most appropriate for a section of the poem, mark- 
ing a clearly defined movement in the thought, 
and consisting of a measured number of lines. 
Moulton, in his Literary Study of the Bible, uses 
the term ' sonnet' to describe this feature of Heb. 
poetry, but the accepted connotation of the word 
makes it generally unsuitable, and it would be 
quite out of placo in the psalms. Sometimes the 
close of the strophe is marked by a refrain, or a 
nearly exact repetition of verse or phrase at more 
or less regular intervals. Some of the most clearly 
marked examples of this are, ' Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul!' in 42 6 U 43 5 ; 'The Lord of 
hosts is with us ' in 46 7, 11 ; ' Turn us again, O Lord 
of hosts ' in 80 3 - 7 - 19 ; ' O that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness ' in 107 8 - **• n . In the 136th 
psalm the refrain, 'his mercy endureth for ever' 
occurs as the latter half or every verse. Le6s 
readily recognized examples may be found in 39*" 11 
' Surely every man is vanity ' ; 56*- 10 ' In God will 
I praise his word ' ; 57*- 11 'Be thou exalted, O 
God, above the heavens'; 62 ue 'My soul, wait 
thou only upon God ' ; 99 s - • ' Exalt the Lord our 
God, for he is holy.' In some of these cases, how- 
ever, the repetition of a phrase is rather the in- 
dication of a style which meets us markedly in 
the Songs of Ascents, than the occurrence of a 
refrain such as marks the close of a strophe. 
Frequently it is clear that a psalm naturally 
divides itself into sections, where no refrain or 
poetical device marks the several pauses. The 
first three psalms would sufficiently illustrate 
this, particularly the second, in which the arrange- 
ment of vv. 1 -*- *■*• 7 -"- 10 - la commends itself at once. 
Driver holds that in many cases these sections 

• Sligblly modified in Study oj Holy Script. (1899) p. 308 f. 
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are ' to be regarded as logical rather than poetical 
units, and as not properly deserving — even in 
its modified sense— the name of strophes.' The 
construction of Heb. poetry, however, is such that 
it is always more or less difficult to make the 
distinction between thought and form ; and as the 
length of line depends largely upon the movement 
of thought, so also with the length of what in 

{irose would be called a section, but in the irregu- 
arly but rhythmically constructed poetry of Israel, 
may be called a strophe or a stanza. See, further, 
art. Poetry, p. 7 ft'. 

Several psalms are acrostic, or alphabetical, in 
their arrangement. Sometimes successive verses 
begin with the letters , of the Heb. alphabet in 
order ; sometimes half-verses, or pairs of verses, 
are thus marked, and in the 119th psalm eight 
verses are found to each letter. In Ps 9-10 we 
find two verses to a letter, but the scheme is not 
complete. In 9*° p takes the place of a, Ps 10 be- 
gins with and the last four pairs of verses close 
with p, n, r>, ri, the intervening verses not being 
arranged alphabetically, though their number 
exactly corresponds with the number of letters 
passed over. In Ps 25 one verse is found to each 
letter, though i is missing, and an extra verse is 
added at the end. In Ps 37 two verses occur to 
each letter (with slight irregularity), in 111 and 
112 half a verse. In 34 and 145 the single-verse 
arrangement is found, with slight irregularities, 
which may be accounted for by a corruption of 
text. It might be supposed that bo artificial an 
arrangement of matter would form a sure sign of 
late date, of a 'silver age' and fading poetic 
power, but this hardly appears to be the case. 
One of the most elaborate and complete instances 
is found in the ' Lamentations,' which is consider- 
ably earlier than many of the psalms. In Latin 
poetry the acrostic arrangement is found in early 
times (see Cicero's reference to Ennius, quoted by 
Delitzsch, i. 204) ; and Hitzig, who allows only 
fourteen Davidic psalms, includes 9 and 10 amongst 
Ihem. The alphabetical psalms do not, as a rule, 
exhibit much poetic tire or vigour in comparison 
with psalms which are strictly lyrical in char- 
acter. But this may be due to the subject and the 
mode of treatment adopted, for single phrases in 
the 119th psalm might easily be quoted which are 
full of imaginative fervour and power. If we can- 
not say with Delitzsch that the acrostic arrange- 
ment is * full of meaning in itself,' it may t>e 
admitted with Driver that it was 'sometimes 
adopted by poets as an artificial principle of 
arrangement, when the subject was one of a 
general character, that did not lend itself readily 
to logical development.' 

It is needless to say, however, that it is not in 
their form and construction that we find the true 
poetry of the psalms, though this is of such a 
character as to aid in securing for them the uni- 
versality which is one of their chief features. The 
form of Heb. poetry bears rendering into other 
languages better than the poetical literature of 
any other nation. But the poetry of the psalms 
does not lie in their artistio form. The word 
'artistic,' indeed, is out of place here. Artifice 
hides itself abashed in the presence of deep re- 
ligious feeling. It is not merely that the pre- 
dominating tone and spirit of the book is religious ; 
religion has laid its strong uplifting hand upon 
every string of the psalmist s harp, every touch of 
the psalmist's fingers. The literary character- 
istics which charm us in the great poets of the 
world are indeed present. Lofty imagination 
marks some of the descriptions — 'Who coverest 
thyself with light as with a garment, who stretchiest 
out the heavens like a curtain.' ' He rode upon a 
cherub and did fly ; yea, he did fly upon the wings 



of the wind.' Fancy appears in slighter touches, 
often unnoticed—' In Salem is his leafy covert, and 
his (rocky) lair in Zion.' The varied metaphors 
of the psalms have furnished religious life with 
brightness and picturesque variety for more than 
two thousand years. The terebinth planted by 
the streams, the hind panting for the water- 
brooks, the sun going out like a bridegroom from 
his chamber, the Divine Shepherd tending His 
flock alike in the pleasant pasture and the lonely 
and gloomy ravine, — these familiar images are not 
more striking than the thousand less noticed 
pictures, sketched in outline only : the crowned 
and anointed guest at the banquet of life spread 
in the very wilderness amongst toes ; the harassed 
and overthrown forces of the enemy scattered 
over hillside and plain, like the ten thousand 
flakes ' when it snoweth in Zalmon ' ; or Death 
the shepherd herding among his flock in Sheol 
those who had arrogantly defied his power — yet 
the psalmist knows of a mightier Shepherd still, 
who shall 'redeem my soul from the power of 
Sheol, for he will receive me.' Some of the poetical 
effect is doubtless peculiar to the Hebrew, the 
picturesqueness of some of the words, and occasion- 
ally the variety of its synonyms, or the play of 
tenses, alternating one with another, like lights 
and shadows upon the hillside, or the changing 
colours upon the burnished neck of the dove. But 
the simplicity of diction which imparts such 
sublimity to a phrase — ' with thee is the well- 
spring of life : in thy light we shall see light' ; the 
depth of human feeling which can be felt like a 
beating pulse on every page — ' Fervently do I love 
thee, J", my strength ! ' — ' Deep calleth unto deep 
at the noise of thy cataracts ; all thy waves and 
billows are gone over me ' ; the concrete directness 
with which the most abstract truths of religion are 
set forth — ' In the hand of J" there is a cup, and 
the wine foameth ; surely the dregs thereof, all 
the wicked of the earth shall drain them out and 
drink them'; — 'He shall cover thee with his 
pinions, and under his wings shalt thou take 
refuge ' ; these words appeal to the heart of the 
world, and their power is as great for the English- 
man as for the Israelite. But the reason for this 
is not chiefly, though it is partly to be found in 
these poetical characteristics. The Psalter lives in 
virtue of its unique religious power and beauty, 
and on its theology something must now be said. 

vi. Religious and Ethical Ideas. — In the 
following paragraphs the Psalter will be treated as 
one whole. Owing to the uncertainty which attaches 
to the dates of the several psalms, it is impossible 
to trace out, according to the methods of niblical 
theology, the growth and development of religious 
ideas in the psalmists' minds, if, indeed, any 
marked growth took place. If the book is entirely 
post-exilic, the ' hymn-book of the second temple,' 
no decided theological development— except, per- 
haps, on the subject of the future life— would be 
expected. If, as we have seen reason to believe, 
the Psalter contains an anthology of sacred lyrics, 
extending over many centuries, a progress of 
thought might be looked for. But the method of 
the psalmist is not dialectic. He moves, not in 
the atmosphere of theology/but of religion. And 
whilst creeds change, litanies remain the same. It 
would be going too far to say that no variety, no 
advancement, in moral and religious ideas is dis- 
cernible, but for the purposes of this brief examina- 
tion it may be neglected. The Psalter is concerned 
with the deep, elemental ideas of religion — God, 
man, and the communion of man with God ; joy 
and trouble, hope and fear, good and evil, their 
present conflict and future destiny ; the human 
soul in all its moods and the Divine power and 
grace in all its aspects,— and it is proposed to de- 



Digitized by 



Google 



PSALMS, BOOK OF 



scribe a few characteristics only of the way in 
which these great themes are treated. 

I. The leading feature in the doctrine of God — 
to speak theologically — which distinguishes the 
psalms is the clearness with which the Divine 
Personality is conceived, and the vividness with 
which it is depicted. ' J" liveth, and blessed be my 
Kock ' is written on the book, within and without. 
The chief service which the psalms have rendered 
to the religion of the world is the preservation of 
the idea of the living God, without any impairing 
of His absolute and inconceivable glory. The 
thinker elaborates his abstract conceptions of the 
Divine till they dissolve into thin air ; the boor 
imagines * such a one as himself,' and lowers the 
Godhead into a ' magnified and non-natural ' man- 
hood. Isaac Taylor says that 'metaphysic theo- 
logies, except so tar as they take up the very terms 
and figures of the Heb. Scriptures, have hitherto 
shown a properly religious aspect in proportion as 
they have been unintelligible ; when intelligible 
they become — if not atheistic, yet tending in that 
direction.' No sacred book of any nation has 
solved this fundamental problem of all religion, 
how to preserve at the same time the Infinity and 
the Personality of God, as has the Psalter. 

The psalmist is not afraid of 'anthropomor- 
phisms. He not only employs forms of speech 
which seem almost necessary, such as 'his eyes 
behold, his eyelids try, the children of men,' but 
he represents God as thinking upon man, so that 
the Divine thoughts are greater in number than 
the sand ; as seated in the heavens with earth for 
His footstool, as bowing the heavens to come down, 
whether for judgment or deliverance; as spread- 
ing His broad wings of defence over His own 
people, scattering dismay and destruction among 
their enemies, and returning again on high in 
triumph, when He has 'led into captivity his 
captives,' bringing with Him the spoils of victory. 
But no reader of the psalms finds his ideas of 
Divine majesty lowered, or the Divine glory 
dimmed and shadowed, by these modes of speech. 
The Rabbi disdains them, the Alexandrian philo- 
sopher explains them away, the hypercritic finds 
only ' mythology ' in them ; the wise and devout 
man knows that nowhere else — except in the words 
of Jesus of Nazareth — is he brought so directly 
into the presence of the living God, as inexpres- 
sibly lofty and pure as He is near and gracious 
and tender. 

The 'attributes' of God are not described in 
the psalms, but God in His varied attributes is 
made known as in the mirror of the worshipper's 
soul. Righteousness is pre-eminent, but it is 
blended with mercy, as if the pious heart had never 
conceived of the two asunder. 'J", thy loving- 
kindness reacheth unto the heavens, thy faithful- 
ness unto the clouds. Thy righteousness standeth 
like the mountains of God ; thy judgments are a 
great deep. How precious is thy loving-kindness ! ' 
(Ps 36). Loving-kindness is shown, according to 
the psalmist's view, by God's rendering to every 
man according to his work (62 1 -) ; yet it is an 
equally true explanation of the same tyn to define 
it as 'salvation,' or expand it into the clause 'J" 
hath dealt bountifully with me' (13 s - 8 ). One of 
the most striking illustrations of the features upon 
which we have been dwelling is the attributing to 
the Most High God of fijjn « humility.' The English 
word is a bold one to employ in this connexion, 
but it better expresses the psalmist's thought than 
1 condescension/ It is found but once, in 18 M 
' thy lowliness hath made me great,' but the same 
quality is dwelt upon in God's humbling Himself 
to regard the heavens and the earth, and it is 
not far removed from that yearning ' pity ' with 
which the Father God pities His children. The 
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word ' sympathy ' is not found-in the Psalter, but 
that for which the word stands >keds rays across 
the gloom of dirge-like psalms (39' and 88), and 
shines like a radiant sun in the glow of such psalms 
as 27. 40. 103, and 140. And the marvel is that 
He who bends so low to lift the downcast, the de- 
graded, and the sinner, is He whose ' kingdom 
ruleth over all,' and for whom the whole Psalter, 
as well as the 99th psalm, provides the refrain, 
Holy is He. 

2. The manifestation of God in nature — to use a 
modern phrase — is not, properly speaking, a theme 
of the psalms. The nature-psalms are well known : 
the 8Jh_and 19th, the 29th and 93rd, the 65th and 
104fnhave taught mankind many lessons. But 
the pictures of nature come in by the way. For 
the psalmist, nature is not so much a revelation) 
as the frame of a picture which contains one. 
Occasionally the eye wanders to the frame and 
dwells upon it, but it is only in passing. The 
picture itself is concerned with the human soul 
and its relation to the living God. And if the 
psalms are a wonder of literature because of the 
unique picture of God which they present, in con- 
trast with the highest conceptions of which man 
thus far had shown himself capable, no less remark- 
able is their portraiture of man. The Heb. psalmist 
might seem to be a child by the side of the Hindu 
sage and the Greek philosopher, but neither of 
these could sound the human heart as he has done. 
The complexities, the inconsistencies, the para- 
doxical contradictions which characterize human 
life are all here. ' What is man that thou art 
mindful of him, or the son of man that thou 
visitest him?' The littleness and the greatness pf 
man are there, in a line ; discerned, almost un- 
consciously to himself, by the poet, because his 
eye was fixed, not on man but on God. The first 
and last verses of the 8th psalm give the keynote 
to its music, and that of the whole Psalter, and. 
man falls into his place, so small in himself, so 
great in his relation to God. * ' Nothing is more 
easy than to take a high, view of human nature, 
alone, or a low view, alone ; there are facts and 
appearances in abundance to account for and justify 
either. But the view of the Psalms combines them ; 
man's littleness and insignificance, in relation to 
the immense universe about him, and to its infinite 
and everlasting God ; man's littleness in his rela- 
tion to time, to his own short passage between its 
vast before' and after, his feebleness, his misery, 
his sin : on the other side, man's greatness, as the 
consummate work of God's hands, thought worthy 
of His care, His choice, His provident and watch- 
ful regard ; man's greatness and responsibility, as 
capable of knowing God and loving Him, of win- 
ning His blessing and perishing under His judg- 
ment ; man's greatness even as a sinner able to 
sink so low, and yet to rise by repentance out of 
the deepest degradation and most hopeless ruin' 
(R. W. Church). 

3. There may at first sight appear to be an in- 
consistency between the language of various psalms 
on the subject of sin. The deepest contrition is 
portrayed in the 32nd and 51st ; the utmost con- 
fidence, sounding perilously like self -righteousness, 
in the 7th, 18th, and 101st. It may be thought 
that here is a mark of varying date, Israel's sense 
of sin deepening as history advanced ; or that the 
contrast is between the language of men of different 
temperaments, or the same man in different moods. 
But the inconsistency is only apparent. The 
assertion of integrity is relative, not absolute. It 
is that of the hasid, the 'godly' man, who is 
determined to keep well within the bounds of the 
covenant which is the charter of national religion, 
or is conscious of having done so. The same man 
may bow low in humility before God and confess 
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his sins ; just as the nation — for in the opinion of 
many the 'church-nation' is the speaker in the 
■ I ' of the psalms — may at one moment plead the 
sacredness of the bond which binds it to J", and at 
another deplore its own unfaithfulness to covenant- 
vows. 

That the ethical view of the psalmist was limited 
is unquestionable ; he was the child of his own 

r_ Ethics was as yet too little personal, and 
individual sense of wrong-doing was, for the 
most part, neither deep nor poignant. The life of 
the community — for Letter, for worse — was more 
important ; and it is no easy matter sometimes to 
distinguish between the passages in which the 
psalmist speaks in his own name and those in 
which his personality is merged in the national 
life. The tendency of modern criticism is to 
minimize the personal element in the Psalms (see 
Smend, ' Ueber das Ich der Psalm en ' in ZATW, 
1888, pp. 49-147 ; and Cheyne, who says in Origin 
of Pa. p. 266 : ' In the psalmists, as such, the indi- 
vidual consciousness was all but lost in the corporate 
— the Psalter is a monument of church-conscious- 
ness ' ; and notes, pp. 276, 277). It is not necessary 
to recoil to the other extreme in reaction against 
the excessive individualism of some schools of in- 
terpreters. There are psalms in which the personal 
note is unquestionable (3. 4. 6. 18. 27, etc.). Others, 
again, are as clearly national (44. 46. 76) ; whilst 
in others the references to trouble or to joy may 
be such that they might apply equally well to 
personal or to national experience (31. 86. 118) ; or 
the psalm written by an individual for himself 
might be used in worship by the community. 
Eminent modern critics (W. K. Smith, Driver, 
Cheyne) are content to understand the 51st psalm 
' as a prayer for the restoration and sanctifi cation 
of Israel in the mouth of a prophet of the Exile.' 
But such a view not merely runs counter to tradi- 
tional exegesis, but appears to many, including 
the present writer, to fail to do justice to the 
language of such a psalm. Deep sense of sin and 
contrition on account of it, though not very 
frequently expressed in the psalms, forms an 
essential part of the religious life therein depicted. 
Some of the 'penitential' psalms, so-called, may 
refer to trouble rather than transgression, but 
the psalmist's religion cannot be understood if it 
be resolved into a sense of national humiliation 
and distress. 

4. This is confirmed by the closeness of personal 
communion with God, which is the characteristic 
privilege of the devout soul in these poems, and 
the means by which that fellowship is to be 
restored, when it has been lost or impaired. The 
joy is spiritual when the avenue of communion is 
open ; the sorrow is spiritual when that avenue is 
closed and darkened ; the means by which the 
soul may meet again with its God are spiritual 
also. The Israelite is a member of a community 
in which sacrifice is a recognized institution ; he 
does not ' disparage it, but if he has learned the 
lessons it has to teach, he knows that alone it is 
not sufficient. The well-known expressions of the 
40th, the 50th, the 61st psalms — ' Thou desirest not 
sacrifice, else would I give it ' ; ' Would I eat the 
flesh of bulls or drink tiie blood of goats ?' — do not 
stand alone. There is no inconsistency between 
these psalms and * I will go into thy house with 
burnt-offerings, I will oiler bullocks with goats,' 
in the 66th. The 51st psalm, as it now stands, 
contains a .recognition of ceremonial sacrifices in 
vv. u> ", and even if these are not by the same 
author as v.", ' the sacrifices of God are a broken 
spirit,' the same temple-congregation could chant 
both alike without thought of contradiction. But 
the spiritual note is the deeper and the more char- 
acteristic. The psalmist has learned in the school 
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of the prophet rather than of the priest, his plea is 
God's mercy, his hope for that sense of personal 
intercourse which can be enjoyed only when 
Divine forgiveness has removed tho sense of 
personal sin. The heaviness and pain before con- 
fession (32 s - 4 40 11 ) is as deep as his assurance of the 
readiness of God to forgive is complete and his joy 
when forgiven rapturous (40 s - * 103 s " 18 ). The 130th 
is not the only 4 Pauline ' psalm, and if its language 
and that of other psalms expresses the contrition 
of a community, it can only be said that the 
mourners for sin of all ages, m the most spiritual 
religion the world has ever known, have found no 
language more appropriate to express their peni- 
tential sorrow and the rapturous joy of forgiveness 
than is to be found in tbe psalms. 

5. Another characteristic of the ' lower level of 
morality ' which is said to mark the psalms is found 
in the particularism which belongs to many of them. 
The national confidence in J" has a reverse side 
which is not always admirable. The tone which the 
psalmists, like the prophets, adopt towards other 
nations than Israel, varies. Sometimes they are 
simply marked out for judgment and punishment 
(Ps 2. 9. 68). Sometimes, though more rarely, they 
are represented as in some sense gathered in within 
the pale now occupied by Israel alone (Ps 22. 
67. 87). Sometimes bitter resentment is expressed 
which sounds personal rather than national — tlie 
expression of fierce joy over' the destruction of 
hated enemies, rather than the grave anticipation 
of righteous judgment upon evil. The Imprecatory 
psalms are "better understood than they once were. 
Those who read into them a coarse vihdietiveness 
are now seen to be no less wide of the mark than 
those who in a mistaken zeal contended that all 
the utterances of godly men in an inspired Bible 
must be justifiable by the highest standard. But 
the solution of a moral difficulty is not found in a 
timid compromise between extremes. The strong 
language of Ps 7. 35. 69. 109 and some others is 
not to he blamed as an exhibition of a personally 
revengeful spirit. The law condemns this as well 
as the gospel ; and in the psalm which contains 
the strongest language, the writer disclaims such 
culpable resentment (109 4 - 8 ). The psalmist, as a 
member of a covenant - keeping coinmunity, was 
at liberty to identify himself with the friends of 
God and to count those who opposed him as God's 
enemies also (139 21- B ). Not always docs he specify 
the ground of his anger and prayers for their 
destruction, as in Ps 83, 4 Against thee do they 
make a covenant . . . O my God, make them like 
whirling dust, as stubble before the wind ' ; but it 
is legitimate, in at least the majority of passages, 
to read in that thought when unexpressed. The 
psalmist would be simply unable to take the 
purely individualistic standpoint of modern times, 
which makes language such as we find in the 35th 
psalm for us unnatural and wrong. 

It does not therefore follow that the spirit of the 
imprecatory psalms is justifiable by the standard of 
the NT. It rqay indeed be well to consider whether 
the OT saints, in the vigour and simplicity of their 
piety, did not cherish a righteous resentment 
against evil which the more facile and languid moral 
sense of later generations would have done well to 
preserve. * O ye that love J", hate evil,' is an 
exhortation that belongs, not to one age, but to all 
time. But the point m question is the relation, 
not to evil deeds, but to evil men. And here it 
must be clearly recognized that the moral level of 
the old dispensation is necessarily lower than that 
of the new. The Christian does not stand in 
relation to the world as the Jew did to the nations 
around him. The blessings of the New Covenant 
are not material as were many of the blessings pro- 
mised under the Old ; and the curses which are 
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pronounced on those who refuse to inherit a 
blessing diner correspondingly. The prospect of 
a future life— to take one point only — alters the 
whole question of retribution and destiny. With- 
out any spirit of Pharisaism or consciousness of 
superior virtue— which would be grossly out of 
place — the Christian cannot use the language of 
the imprecatory psalms as it stands, but interprets 
it in its spirit . by reserving his wrath for the evil in 
himself and others, and striving to blend with it 
something of his Saviour's yearning compassion for 
the evil-doer. 

_ 6. The problems of life opened up by the ques- 
tion of evil do not figure largely in the psalms. 
The suffering of the righteous, the apparent im- 
punity of the wicked, do not often disturb the 
psalmist's mind. The moods expressed are those 
of thankfulness for mercies bestowed, sorrow in 
trouble, present or impending, prayer for deliver- 
ance, help, and guidance, not the anxiety of doubt 
or the half -bitter, half -eager cry of the seeker 
after truth who would believe, but cannot. The 
spiritual wrestlings of Job and the incredulous 
scepticism of ]£oheleth in his darker hours hardly 
find any echo in the Psalter. The psalmists 
mental exercises are described as mere transient 
moods, trying enough while they lasted, but not 
seriously affecting the foundations of his faith. The 
73rd ana the 77th psalms are the chief examples of 
This. The 38th, 88th, and other sorrowful psalms 
describe trouble of outward life and of inward 
spirit, but not such as arises from intellectual 
doubt or the undermining of faith in God. It is 
interesting to notice the way in which relief comes, 
when the question has once been raised as to 
whether the ways of Providence are equal and 
success precisely proportioned to character. In 
the 77th psalm the righteous man, who appeared to 
be forgotten and forsaken by God, falls back upon 
history, and recalls the deliverances wrought out 
for God's chosen people in the past. He rebukes, 
therefore, himself for his 'infirmity,' and renews 
his confidence in the * right hand of the Most 
High.' Here there is no examination of the 
• problem ' at all as such ; the theory that God re- 
wards the righteous and punishes the wicked, which 
is so fiercely assailed in Job, is never questioned 
here. The writer of the 73rd psalm goes deeper. 
His perplexity arises rather from the prosperity of 
the wicked than the suffering of the righteous, but 
the problem in both cases is the same. His conclu- 
sion is emphatically announced at the beginning. 
' Surely (n*), God is good to' Israel and to men of 
clean heart.' The mode of deliverance is described 
in w. 1 *- 17 . In the sanctuary light came. But it 
came chiefly in the form of an emphatic re-state- 
ment of the prevailing theory of Providence. The 
wicked will be punished, all the more over- 
whelmingly because of delay in judgment. This 
psalmist holds with the writer of PsJ£2*that only 
the dull and foolish fail to understand that if the 
workers of iniquity flourish, it is that they shall 
be destroyed for ever. 

Another kind of solution may seem to be sug- 
gested by vy.**"*. The psalmist finds his own por- 
tion in the presence and favour of God, and this 
is so strongly expressed that it might seem as if 
he had attained, by a sublime reach of faith, the 
doctrine of immortality. A similar conclusion is sug- 
gested by Ps 16, in which the same line of thought 
and religious experience is followed. Ps 17 u and 
49" are also held to express in briefer phrase the 
expectation that the righteous will enjoy life in 
the presence of God oeyond the grave. _ It is 
certain that this was not the prevailing view of 
the writers of the psalms. The whole cast of 
these devout utterances would have been altered 
if any such expectation had formed a part of their 



working creed. The strain of the 6th, 30th, 39th, 
and 88th psalms is not the language of a passing 
mood. * In death there is no remembrance of 
thee ; in Sheol who_ shall give thee thanks ? ' The 
'dust' cannot praise God; in the 'grave,' in 
'darkness,' in 'Abaddon,' in the 'land of forget- 
fulness,' God cannot be praised, because He can- 
not be known by 'shades,' men who have passed 
away from the happy light of life. The evidence 
of silence is equally strong, though not so readily 
noticed. A blank is found in the creed of 
the psalmists, as of the OT writers generally, 
when life beyond the grave is in question. The 
exceptions in the psalms above referred to do 
not invalidate the rule. Translated with severe 
accuracy and closely restricted to their exact 
declarations, the passages 73"* 17" and 49 u do not 
prove any clear anticipation of a future life. It 
may be otherwise with 16?* 11 , but the more satis- 
factory way of treating all these passages is to 
consider them together. Thus handled, they show 
us the path by which the faithful servant of God 
was travelling upwards from amidst the twilight of 
a dispensation in which was no clear revelation of 
a future life. He could not believe that the pit of 
corruption or the shadowy half-existence of Sheol 
was to be the end of all for the friend of God. 
One who had set J" always before him, and desired 
none in heaven or earth in comparison with his 
God, could not be left in darkness and forgetful- 
ness, it must be that he should behold God s face 
in righteousness and be satisfied with His likeness. 
One who had God for his portion must have Him 
for ever. God was his God, and the psalmist 
anticipated the reasoning of the Saviour, ' He is 
not the God of the dead, but of the living.' 
Nevertheless, this was but a reach of faith. No 
revelation had been given, no doctrine could be 
taught, no complete assurance could be enjoyed. 
The hope was a bright, reassuring and not decep- 
tive gleam of sunshine. But it was a gleam only. 
It was enjoyed for a moment and the cl mds 
gathered in again. Not the clouds of denial or 
despair, but the impenetrable veil of vapour which 
hid from the saints of the Old Covenant God's 
will concerning the future. It does not follow 
that the psalmist's religion is of a low and 
feeble type because this element in it is for the 
most part missing. Its vigour is shown in the 
tenacity of his faith without the 'comfortable 
assurance ' of later days. The Christian, for whom 
' the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come' is an essential article of creed, 
may find a fuller meaning in the words of the 
psalmist than he himself dared to find in them, 
and wonder the more that he who knew so little 
believed so much and conquered in so hard a 
battle upon comparatively slender fare. 

7. The hopes of the psalmists, like those of the 
prophets, were directed, not to a future life of the 
individual in heaven, but to the future of the 
community on earth. The subject of Messianic 
psalms can be adequately treated only in con- 
nexion with Messianic prophecy, of which they 
form a part. See under the articles Messiah and 
Prophecy. The principles which should deter- 
mine views of prophecy in general are here con- 
cerned, and they are better studied on the more 
extended field and in the more explicit utterances 
of the prophetical books. The psalms which have 
usually been termed (in a somewhat conventional 
sense) ' Messianic ' are 2. 8. 16. 45. 72. 89, and- HO- 
The list may vary slightly, but when it is ex- 
amined it is inevitable that the questions should 
arise, Why include precisely these and no others ! 
And what is meant by the term Messianic? For 
if mention of a personal king ruling on earth is 
essential, all these psalms cannot claim the title : 
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and if a larger sense of the term be intended, 
others have as good a right to be found in the 
list. 

The older exegesis, which made the language of 
the Psalter generally, and of some psalms in 
particular, to be the language of Christ Himself, 
has for some time been discredited. Delitzsch, 
who may be taken to represent modern ' orthodox ' 
scholarship, finds only one psalm, the 110th, 
directly Messianic in the sense that it contains 
prophecy immediately pointing to the person of a 
coming Anointed One, who was fully to set up 
God's kingdom on earth. All other references, 
as in the 2nd, 45th, and 72nd psalms, he under- 
stands primarily of Isr. monarchs, so that the 
words contain prophecy only in an indirect or 

Epical sense. The tendency of criticism is to 
ny even this smaller measure of Messianic refer- 
ence. 'All these psalms,' says Cheyne, referring 
chiefly to 2. 72, and 1 10, and in a lesser degree to 
some others, ' are only Messianic in a sense which is 
psychologically justifiable. They are, as I have 
shown, neither typically nor in the ordinary sense 
prophetically Messianic.' The 2nd and 110th 
psalms may claim the designation in the sense 
that ' the idealization of historical persons which 
they present presupposes the belief in an ideal 
Messianic monarchy, now or at some later time to 
be granted to Israel' {Origin of Pa. pp. 339, 340). 
That is, type and prophecv are alike exclnded from 
the Psalter. The psalmists disregarded history, 
preferring to ' idealize '; their David is not the true 
David, their Moses is not the true Moses; and 
they had no right to find in the monarchs of their 
own time a type and pledge of future glory, and 
no power directly to prophesy concerning it. If 
this be so, the term 'Messianic' is hardly worth 
retaining, and its employment is likely to mislead. 

Perhaps we may see in these views another 
instance of extreme reaction against a mistaken 
exegesis. The time when Ps 45* could be quoted 
as proof direct of the divinity of Christ has gone 
by. The hopes and prayers of Ps 72 are under- 
stood as hopes and prayers in which no direct 
vision of a King or Messiah was before the mind 
of the singer. It is even doubted by some of the 
most truly Christian interpreters whether 'the 
oracle of J" unto my lord' in Ps 110 1 can mean 
that the speaker was the theocratic king, and his 
' lord ' a greater King yet to come. The ' Son ' in 
Ps 2 13 , if indeed that word occur at all in the 
obscure phrase "mp^j (see art. Kiss), is no longer 
understood as the Son of God incarnate, and the 
' Son ' who is unquestionably mentioned in v. 7 is not 
supposed to be Jesus of Nazareth. But it by no 
means follows that no psalmsare either prophetically 
or typically Messianic. The exegesis which finds in 
Ps 45 an epithalamium for some monarch unknown, 
is bound to confess that here is no ordinary wed- 
ding-song, and that the writer of it had thoughts 
which soared not only far above the occasion, but 
far above those of most of his contemporaries. 
The beneficent prince of Ps 72 is not a Jehosha- 
phat or a Jeroboam with a halo round his head, 
unwarrantably placed there by a court-poet in a 
dream. In whatever way the details of Ps 110 
be understood, the priest-king of no Aaronic type, 
who was to gather around him an army of youths, 
clad not in mail but in holy festal apparel, multi- 
tudinous and brilliant as the dewdrops born from 
the womb of the morning, is not a phantom of 
imagination, suggested by the idealization of 
Simon the Maccabee. But is it possible at the 
same time to preserve the limits of sober exegesis 
and to believe in the prophetic message of the 
Psalms? The evangelists and apostles held a view 
of the Psalter, which they so often quoted, that 
cannot be defended if neither by way of prophecy 



nor of type is Christ contemplated in the Psalms 
at all. 

A method of solving the difficulty is sometimes 
described as the theory of ' the double sense,' a 
phrase which seems to imply that the obvious 
meaning of the words as read refers to con- 
temporary persons and events, whilst some deep- 
lying, mystical significance lies behind this, in 
which reference is made to Christ and the New 
Covenant. Now words can have but one meaning, 
though they may have not only a twofold but a 
manifold application. And it is not by a mystical 
sleight-of-hand, unintelligible to the plain reader, 
that a Messianic significance is to be found in the 

S Balms. The first duty of the interpreter is to 
nd the simple meaning of the words as they stand, 
as they were intended by the psalmist, and would 
be understood by his contemporaries. But the 
reason why this is not the end, as it is the begin- 
ning of exegesis of the psalms, is that the dispen- 
sation under which they were written did not 
stand alone, it was part of an organism, and the 
writers knew it. The Old Covenant proclaimed 
its own insufficiency, and pointed continually 
onwards. Consequently, when inspired writers 
handled certain themes, they did so in a way that 
would have been unintelligible but for this under- 
lying consciousness. Ana often, when they were 
not themselves consciously glancing forwards, sub- 
sequent events shed a richer light upon their words, 
and enabled those who came after to make a 
much more complete and significant application 
of the words which they had spoken. When the 
glance of the psalmist fell directly upon the future 
culmination of the kingdom of God upon earth, 
his words are prophetically Messianic ; when he 
was chiefly concerned with the present, but as 
part of an organism not yet completed, his words 
may be styled indirectly or typically Messianic. 
If the statement of Schultz be admitted, 'There is 
positively not one NT idea that cannot be shown 
to be a healthy and natural product of some OT 
germ, nor any truly OT idea which did not in- 
stinctively press towards its NT fulfilment' {Old 
Teat. Theol. vol. i. p. 62, Eng. tr.)— a position which 
not many will care to dispute— the principles just 
laid down do but declare that in a growing plant 
the relation of the parts to the whole is best dis- 
cerned in the maturity, not in the infancy of the 
growth. The seed is the prophecy of the plant, 
stem and buds and flowers, to those who know its 
nature. And the tvo. x\r)pw0jj of NT means that 
the earlier stage existed in order that the later 
might reach its ripe and full-orbed development. 

The question whether certain psalms are rather 
to be considered directly or indirectly Messianic 
is one for the exegete. It may, however, be ad- 
mitted that the numlter of direct prophecies is, 
at most, very small, and it may well be that the 
Psalter contains hardly a single instance. For, 
though psalmists and prophets had much in 
common, there were important differences between 
them. The very attitude of the psalmist makes it 
unlikely that he will look directly into the future. 
The 2nd and 110th psalms are those which partake 
most of this character, and the 2nd psalm in 
almost any case, the 1 10th if the theocratic king is 
not the speaker but the person addressed, can be 
most easily understood as only typically Messianic. 
But the monarch of Israel was a real type, 
and could seldom or never be considered as the 
psalmist considered him, without reference to the 
substance of which he was but the shadow. Take 
the idea of ' sonship,' for example. The promise 
was made in 2 S 7 that the king should be a ' son ' 
of God : which of them came near to realizing 
this? And the inspired bard of the Old Covenant 
uses words concerning the filial character and 
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Eromised triumphs of the chosen nation with their 
ing at their head, which were never actually 
accomplished till He who was Son indeed was 
declared to he such by the resurrection from the 
dead, when it was said to Him, * This day have I 
begotten thee.' This is no mere historical parallel, 
for the parallel is not obvious, but it is the full 
development of the plant which the psalmist spoke 
of in its germ and early growth. And such a 
psalm is truly Messianic. 

But the name must not be confined to psalms in 
which there is specific mention of a coming personal 
king. This particular feature of the ' age to come ' 
is not prominent in the Psalter, as it is in the 
l'salnis of Solomon. The Messianic ideas of the 
OT are many. The kingdom is often spoken of, 
when there is no mention of the king. The Theo- 
phany or manifestation of the glory of J" upon the 
earth is another form which the hope of Israel 
wore ; and the good time coming is sometimes 
described as a new and better Covenant which was 
to take the place of the old. Sometimes this golden 
age of the future is described in its effect upon 
nature, the fields and streams and fruits of the 
earth ; sometimes upon the nations, which either 
willingly or unwillingly, in submissive alliance or 
as conquered enemies, are to help to swell the 
triumph of Israel. Though in all this there mav be 
no mention of a personal Redeemer or Ruler, such 
language is in a real, perhaps the best sense of the 
word, ' Messianic' The psalms which tell of the 
coming of J" to earth in beneficent judgment (96- 
98) are most truly a part of the Messianic prophecy. 
Christ Himself showed how unexpected lessons 
might be learned regarding His Person and work 
from the passage Ps 118", and it is needless to 
adduce the frequent quotations of the 2nd, 16th, 
and 110th psalms which are found in the sermons 
and letters of the apostles. Doubtless the psalmists, 
like the prophets, were able but feebly to under- 
stand how their high vaticinations were to be 
accomplished. Often they had little idea that 'not 
unto themselves but unto us they did minister,' in 
their rapt flights of joyful hope. But not the less 
did they aid in throwing subtle but significant 
chains of spiritual connexion across from the 
earlier days to the later, from the Old Covenant to 
the New ; they aided in the growth of that mar- 
vellous spiritual organism, the development of that 
kingdom of God, the full glory of which has not 
dawned upon the earth even yet : and it is not 
difficult for the devout Christian, with such 
thoughts in his mind, to be convinced that he 
cannot fully understand the Psalter, unless he 
hears the voice of one who explains ' how that all 
things must needs be fulfilled which are written in 
the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms, 
concerning Me.' 

The Psalm* have sometimes been classified according to their 
subject-matter, but any such arrangement is open to obvious! 
objections. The subdivisions necessarily overlap, apd many 
psalms refuse to be classified. Hupfeld in. his Tntrodttction 
deals with this subject, and Bleek (0th ed. by Wellhausen, p. 
467 X also Driver, LOT* p. 368 f. The analysis might run some- 
what an follows : L Songs of Praise to Jehovah ; (o) as God of 
nature, Ps 8. 19*-*. 20. 66. 104 ; (b) in relation to man, as God "of 
Providence, 103. 107. 113. 146. h. Didactic Psalms, on the moral 
government of the world, etc, Ps 1. 34. 37. 49. 73. 77 ; and of a 
more directly ethical character, 15. 241-* 32. 40. 60. iii. National 
Psalms, including (a) prayers in disaster, e.g. 44. 60. 74. 79. 80, etc., 
ami (6) thanksgivings for deliverance, e.g. 46. 47. 48. 66. 68. 76, etc. 
iv. Purely historical Psalms, 78. 81. 105. 106. 114. v. Royal 
Psalms, 2. 18. 20. 21. 45. 72. 101, etc. vl. The more directly per- 
sonal PssJms are of very various character : sometimes (a) they 
contain prayers for forgiveness or recovery from sickpess, 3. 4. 
6. 7. 22 ; sometimes (b) thanksgiving predominates, as in 30. 40. 
116 ; or (e)the prevailing strain is one of faith or resignation, e.g. 
16. 23. 27. 42. 121. 139 ; or the law is praised* as in 1. Iff? " 119, 
nr the bouse of God, as in 84. 122. 184 Such a classification, 
however, can hardly be considered to be of use, except in a very 
general and superficial way. 

vii. Text and Versions.— The Massoretic text 

VOL. IV. — II 



of the OT, it is now generally admitted, stands in 
need of frequent emendation. From the 7th cent. 
A.D. onwards, the Heb. text has been preserved 
with scrupulous fidelity, passing at times into 
extreme punctiliousness. But the early origin of 
this text is unknown, we possess no MSS earlier 
than the 10th cent, of our era, and the Massoretes 
represent for us only one line of textual trans- 
mission. The materials, however, for textual 
criticism are scanty. In the case of the NT, these 
are so abundant tnat conjectural emendation has 
little or no place in sound criticism. In the OT 
beyond the Massoretic notes, the only help is to be 
derived from the ancient versions. Hence scholars 
have been driven to adopt conjectures, more or leRS 
probable, in specially difficult passages ; and as the 
science of textual criticism is still young, no 
sufficiently complete consensus of opinion has been 
arrived at with respect to the text in these cases. 

As regards the Psalms, the chief ancient version 
to be consulted is, as elsewhere, the LXX. The 
Psalter is contained in cod. K, B(except Ps 105 r -137 6 ), 
and A (except 49" , -79 10 ). The Greek tr. of the Psalms, 
though not equal to that of the Pent., is at least 
up to the general average of the LXX. In places 
it is quite at fault, but not so frequently as in the 
Prophets, and in some passages its help is valuable. 
The frequent difficulty of ascertaining the original 
reading of the Greek itself is one of the chief 
drawbacks to its critical use. The Targum of the 
Psalms is of uncertain date, since it embodies some 
early tradition, but in its present form cannot date 
earlier than the 7th o.- 8th cent. A.D._ The Pesh. 
Syriac version (2nd cent. ?), though in the main 
agreeing with the Heb., is often of service by the 
support which it gives to the LXX. The later Gr, 
VSS, so far as extant, are not of much critical 
value. Jerome's version of the Psalms is rendered 
from the Heb., while that retained in the Vulg., a 
representative of the Old Lat., was translated lrom 
the Greek. Jerome's renderings are sometimes of 
considerable value, and shed light on the history of 
the text, when they do not enable us to recon- 
struct it. The Eng. versions may be briefly men- 
tioned, though their history is generally familiar. 
The Pr. Bk. version of the Psalms is taken from 
the Great Bible (first ed. 1539), which was a revision 
of Matthew's Bible, the Psalms in which was 
the work of Coverdale. Coverdale's tr. was made 
from theZurich Bible and the Vulg. , and accordingly 
in it the traces are to be found of LXX readings 
which have made their way through the Lat. into 
the Pr. Bk. version. The AV of 1611, which is far 
more accurate, did not displace the earlier version 
to which congregations had become accustomed, 
and which is undoubtedly better fitted for melodious 
chanting in public worship. The RV of 1885 re- 
presents a much nearer approach to accuracy of 
rendering, and is invaluable as an adjunct to AV, 
though it has not yet displaced it. Many of the 
renderings approved by modern scholarship are to 
be found not in the text, but in the margin, since a 
two-thirds majority of the Revisers was necessary 
to effect an alteration. A very useful work has 
been recently (1898) published by Driver, entitled 
the Parallel Psalter, in which the Pr. Bk. version 
is given on one page, with a new version by Dr. 
Driver himself opposite. The book contains a 
valuable Introduction and Glossaries. The Camb. 
Univ. Press published in 1899 The Book of Psalms, 
containing the Pr. Bk. rero'on, th? A V, and the RV, 
in parallel columns. The metrical versions of the 
Psalms in English alone are exceedingly numerous, 
but neither Milton, nor Keble, nor le.ss Known poets 
who have attempted metrical renderings, can be 
said to have attained any great success. 

It is beyond the scope of this article to illustrate 
the need of textual criticism in detail, or its prob- 
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able effects. But the following are a few examples 
of familiar passages in which corruption is probable 
or has been suspected. Ps 2", where the word "Q 
with the meaning ' son ' is not Hebrew. None of 
the ancient VSS adopt this rendering, and Jerome 
translates 'Adorate pure.' In Ps 8* the word nfli 
can hardly be the correct reading. In 22 18 the 
Heb. reads "ma, which means 1 like a lion ' ; the 
rendering ' pierced ' is a tr. of raea ; so the LXX, 
Vnlg. and Syriac. Symm., as now appears, fol- 
lowed the MT. Sometimes a gloss may have crept 
into the text, as in 49 M , where the clause ' the upright 
shall have dominion over them in the morning' 
reads like a later insertion. In Ps 48 14 mD^y is 
untranslatable as it stands. In 55" and 77 10 
there is an abruptness in the existing text which 
points to a probable error. Ps 68 abounds in 
difficult passages, some of which may be due to 
textual corruption. The opening of Ps 87 is so 
abrupt that it is thought mutilation must have 
taken place, or that our psalm is only a fragment. 
The irregularities in some of the acrostics {e.g. 
Ps 37) are probably due not to the author, but to 
confusion in transcription or transmission. The 
present form of some of the musical notes in the 
titles is not improbably due to the ignorance of 
scribes, who blundered in the transmission of archaic 
and unfamiliar words. 

It is not intended to assume that in all of these 
cases corruption has certainly occurred, or to adduce 
them as more than a few salient illustrations of 
a large and difficult subject. So long as external 
evidence remains as scanty as at present, tho un- 
certainty which proverbially attends all attempts 
of 'subjective' criticism, proposing conjectural 
emendations, must be expected to continue. 

vlil. The Lituutum of the subject it portentously Urge. 
Even excluding the mass of devotional commentaries and 
annotations, and limiting attention to exegetical and critical 
literature only, a detailed history of exposition would run to 
very great length. The following selection from the works on 
the Psalms, which the piety and learning of centuries have 
accumulated, may be of some service. A section of Delltzsch's 
Introduction is devoted to the subject (vol. i. p. 64, Eng. tr. by 
Eaton). Amongst the Fathers, the most important com- 
mentaries are those of Athanasius, Gregory of Nyssa, Ambrose, 
Jerome, and esp. Chrysostom and Augustine. Ignorance of 
Hebrew on the part of nearly all the early Fathers of the 
Church, and their un-critical and un -historical methods of 
exegesis, mar the effect of their devout and often spiritually 
instructive comments. In the Middle Ages, the Jewish exegetes 
are more important than the Christian. Amongst these mav 
te monad Kaabi (11th cent.), Ibn Ezra (12th cent.), and David 
Kimchi (13th cent.) ; other later Jewish writers were used by the 
scholars who helped to prepare the way for the Reformation 
of the 16th cent. At the time of the Reformation, says 
DelitXBch, the rose-garden of the Psalter also began to diffuse 
its odour as in the renewed freshness of a May morning.' The 
Psalms formed the hymn-book of the Reformed Churches, and 
ft is matter of history how largely the cause of the Reformers 
was advanced by the hymns of Luther and the tr. of Marot 
(1643) and Beza (1562). Luther's .notes on some of the psalms 
(Operational) exhibit his evangelical insight and spiritual power, 
but Calvin's Commentary (1657) is more complete as well as 
more sound and masterly, and may still be consulted with 
great advantage. In more modern times, Rosenmiiller's Scholia 
(1798-1804), though only a compilation, rendered excellent 
service at the time of their publication, and amongst the works 
of the last half-century the following may be mentioned :— de 
Wette (1811-66) ; Hitxig (1863-66); Olshausen in Kurzgef. 
Exeg. Handbuch (1853); Hengstenberg (1847, 1862) ; Hupfeld 
(1855-62, 2nd ed. by Riehm. 1867-71 , 3rd by Nowack, 1888); Ewald, 
Dichter d. AB (1839. 1808) ; Delltzsch (6th ed. 1894); Moll in 
Lange's Bibelwerk (1869-71) ; Reuss (2nd ed. 1890) ; Oratr, KriL 
Komm. (1882) ; Schultt in Stracsfs Komm. (1888, 2nd ed. by 
K easier, 1899) ; Baethgen in Nowack's Hand-Komm. (1892) ; Duhm 
in Mania Kurzer UandCommentar (1S99). Ewald, Delitisch. 
and Moll have been translated into English. Amongst recent 
Eng. commentators may be mentioned Perowne (6th ed. I860) ; 
Jennings and Lowe, The Ptalms tcith Critical Notes (1884); 
Cheyne, The Book of Psalms (1S88), and The Origin of the Psalter, 
Banipton Lecturcs(l891); De Witt (1891); Maclarenin Expositor's 
Bible (1890-02), and Kirkpatrick in Cambr. Bible (1893-95). The 
sections on the Psalms in the several Introductions to OT should 
not be neglected. The following mav be named as representa- 
tive : Weflhausen-Bleck (Oth ed. 1893). Riehm (ed. Brandt, 18S9), 
Driver (6th ed. 1897), Coniill (3rd and 4th ed. 1890) ; Strack (5th 
ed. 1893), Konig (1893), Wildeboer (Litt. d. AT, 1897). Neale 
and Littledale have collected in 4 vols. (1860-74) Notes from 



the primitive and medimval writers; and Spurgaon in hi* 
Trtantry of David has made a similar compilation, chiefly from 
the Pun tans (1870-8.')). Other books of interest are : Fausset, 
Horas Psalmiea (1885) ; Forbes, Structural Connexion of Psalms 
(1888) ; Binnie, The Psalms, their Origin, Teaching, and Urn 
(1886) ; Alexander, Wit net* of Psalms to Christ, Bampt- Lect. 
(3rd ed. 1890) ; E. O. King, The Psalms in Three Collectiims, 
pt. i. 1898 ; Cheyne, The Christian Use of the Psalms, 1899. 
Amongst separate articles besides 8mend's in ZATW, 1888 (see 
above, p. 160*), or monographs are Baetbgen's in SK, 1830 ; Oiese- 
brecht in ZATW, 1881 ; O. Beer has written on Individual- u. 
Oemeindepsalmen (1894) ; A. Rahlfs, 'jy urtd up in den Psalmen, 
1892 ; 8tade, ' Die messian. Hoffnung im Psalter' in Ztschr. f. 
Theol. u. Kirehe, 1892, p. 869 ff. ; Coblenx, Ueber das betends 
leh in den Psalmen, 18117 ; B. Jacob, ' Beitrage su einer Einl. 
in die Psalmen ' in ZA TW, 1896-97 ; Wellhausen, ' Bemerkungen 
zu den Psalmen ' in Skizzen u. Vorarbeiten, vi. (1899) 163-187 ; 
W. T. Davison, The Praises of Israel (1893), enlarged ed. 1898. 

Of critical editions of the Heb. text of the Psalms may be 
mentioned that in the Baer-Delitzsch series (Leipzig, 1880), and 
that of Wellhausen in Haupt's SBOT (1895 ; Eng. tr. of this 
text by Furness in PBy The Camb. Univ. Press has publi«hed 
separately, The Psalms in Greek from vol. Hi. of Swete's 6/ in 
Greek. W. T. DAVISON. 

P81LM8 OP SOLOMON. — This name was given 
at an uncertain date (certainly before the 5th, 
perhaps before the 2nd cent.) to a collection of 
18 psalms dating from 1st cent. B,C, and extant 
in a Greek version of a Hebrew original. 

i. Name.— The name of Solomon is not, seem- 
ingly, attached to these psalms for any very 
definite reason. They themselves make no pre- 
tence to Solomonic authorship. Unless the real 
author's name was Solomon, which is possible, the 
most likely explanation is that it seemed a natural 
and obvious name to attach to a collection of 
psalms which was circulating anonymously. That 
the book owes its preservation to the selection of 
this name may be regarded as certain. 

ii. Manuscripts.— It is preserved in eight MSS, 
uniformly in company with the other sapiential 
books (Pr, Ec, Ca, Wis, Sir). These eight MSS are 
— (1) R (Vatican, Gr. 336) ; (2) H (Copenhagen, Gr. 
6); (3) M (Moscow Synod, Gr. N. 147); (4) P (Paris, 
Gr. 2991 A) ; (5) V (Vienna, Gr. Theol. 7) ; (6. 7) 
at Mt. Athos ; (8) in the Bibliotheca Casanatemis 
at Rome. None of them is older than the 10th 
cent. It was formerly contained in the Codex 
Alex and rinun (A, of 5th cent.). There are no 
ancient versions in other languages. 

iii. History.— There is no single clear Patristic 
quotation from the book as we have it. The Book 
of Baruch has a section (4*-5) which is derived in 
large part from one of these psalms (No. 11), but 
naturally without acknowledgment. The Gnostic 
book Pistis Sophia and the 4th cent. Latin writer 
Lac tan tins both quote certain odes of Solomon, 
which were very probably an appendix to our 
book, of Christian origin ; but the 18 Greek 
psalms are nowhere cited. Mention of the book 
occurs only in lists of apocryphal writings, and 
in two Byzantine writers of the 12th cent., John 
Zonaras and Theodore Balsamon. David Hoe9chel, 
librarian at Augsburg, was the first modern who 
called attention to the book, and it was first printed 
after his death, in 1626, by the Jesuit de la Cerda 
in his Adversaria Sacra. There have been many 
editions since. The best text, for the formation of 
which all the known eight MSS have been used, 
is that of O. von Gebhardt in Texte «. Untars. 
(1895): text only. The Cambridge University 
Press has issued a text (1899) based upon Cod. R\ 
with the variants of all the MSS used by Gebhardt. 
The fullest English edition is that of Ryle and 
James (1891), containing text, translation, intro- 
duction, and notes. 

iv. Date, Character, etc.— It is agreed by the 
large majority of modern scholars that these 
psalms belong to the period of Pompey's invasion 
of Palestine and siege of Jerusalem (B.C. 63). The 
second psalm describes his death in unmistakable 
terms. 
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It is also commonly agreed that the psalms were 
written ( 1 ) in Palestine, (2) in the Hebrew language, 
(3) by a Pharisee. The first of these three points 
is assumed on grounds of general probability, sup- 
ported by the subjects of the psalms, and the fact 
that they seem intended for synagogal use. The 
second depends on a large number of linguistic 
peculiarities, and is demonstrated by the exist- 
ence of a number of passages which can be best 
explained as mistranslations of a Hebrew text. 
In favour of the third the following reasons may 
be urged : — There is a strong polemic element in 
the psalms ; many invectives are directed against a 
party who are called sinners (anapruXol) or trans- 
gressors (xapdrofttn), while the party to which the 
psalmist belongs are the righteous (dticcuot) or holy 
(iaun). The {tarty of the sinners is in power, and 
has usurped David's throne and the priesthood. 
The holy things are polluted, and secret enor- 
mities are prevalent. The party of the sinners is 
also rich anil prosperous, while the saints are for 
the most part poor. 

All these points are strikingly appropriate to 
the Hasmomean rule in its latter days, and to the 
Sadducean party. On the other hand, the dis- 
tinctive Pharisaic doctrines and aspirations are 
maintained and cherished by the psalmist. The 
ideal of a theocracy, the hope of a Messiah, the 
expectation of a retribution, and the views ex- 
pressed about free will, are all of them just such as 
the Pharisees are known to have held. 

v. Contents of the Psalms.— 

Ps 1. Deals shortly with the sin and punishment 
of Jerusalem. 

2. The siege of Jerusalem ; the sins which led 

to it; the death of the besieger; the 
justice of God. 

3. A contrast between the righteous and the 

sinner. 

4. A description and denunciation of the * men- 

pleasers* (iv0p<*r&fKtrKoi). 

5. God's mercy to the righteous. 

6. The fearlessness of the righteous. 

7. A prayer for God's chastening. 

8. The sins of Israel, and their punishment : a 

prayer for restoration. 

9. God's justice and man's free will. 

10. The blessedness of affliction. 

11. The restoration of Israel. ThiB psalm coin- 

cides largely wit h Baruch 5, which seems 
to be derived from it. 

12. The deceitful tongue : its deeds and its 

punishment. 

13. The preservation of the righteous and the 

destruction of the sinner. 

14. God's faithfulness to the righteous; the 

sinner's insecurity. 

15. The deliverance of the righteous ; the 

sinner's fall. 

16. Confession of sin ; praise for deliverance ; 

and prayer for future guidance. 

17. The kingship of God ; the overthrow of 

David's throne; the kingdom of the 
Messiah. 

18. God's love to Israel ; anticipations of 

Messiah's rule ; praise of God as the 
Lord of the heavens. This last portion 
ends abruptly, and seems not connected 
with the rest of the psalm. It may 
possibly be a fragment of a 19th psalm. 
The most important of these psalms are 2. 4. 8. 
11. 17. 18. 

vi. Messianic Teaching.— The Messiah of these 
psalms is figured as a king of the seed of David, 
who is to appear in God's good time to drive out 
the Romans {Gentiles) and Sadducees (sinners), to 
restore the dispersed trilies and renew the glories of 
Jerusalem and its temple, and subdue and convert 



the Gentiles. He will reign in holiness and justice, 
not by force of arms. He is anointed (xpurrb* ) king 
and priest, but he is not divine. 

The new features in this description are mainly 
two. ( 1 ) Messiah is a person. Excluding Dn 7 
an of disputed interpretation, we have this point 
plainly stated for the first time in the literature of 
Palestine. The oldest portion of Sib, Orac., which 
comes from Egypt, has a somewhat similar descrip- 
tion of a coming king (iii. 6o2 fl'.). (2) The epithet 
Xpt<rr6t is here first applied to him. 

We may see in this presentation of Messiah a 
result of the brilliant victories of the Maccabees, 
which had reawakened in the popular mind the 
hope of a Jewish monarchy. But this is only 
part of the truth. 

A designation of Messiah which appears in 
these psalms, and elsewhere only in La 4* and 
Lk 2 U , is xpimin *i5/koj. A probable view of it is 
that, as in Lamentations, it is a faulty rendering, 
and should be \. kv^Lov. 

The interest and importance of these psalms is 
very considerable. They throw much light on the 
aims and thoughts of the Pharisees of our Lord's 
time ; they mark an important stage in the de- 
velopment of the Messianic idea ; and they illus- 
trate in very many points the diction of the NT 
and of the LXX. 

In literary merit they do not stand very high. 
The longer psalms are the best ; the shorter ones 
are like centos from the Davidic psalter. Still we 
gain a favourable impression of the author : while 
he is a strong and unsparing partisan, he is clearly 
also a pious and humble-minded man. 

LrrnATURX.— A list of edition! and notice* will be found in 
Ryle and James's edition ; since the dote of that, Oebhardt's as 
well as the C'amb. text have appeared (see above), and also a 
pamphlet by Frankenberp (Die Datierung der P». bot., Giesaen, 
1896), and a Gentian version by Prof. Kittel in Kautzsch's Apotr. 
u. Pteudepigr. d. AT. M. R. J AMES. 

PSALTERY. — A stringed instrument of music, 
described in art. Music in vol. iii. p. 459 b . The 
Gr. fdXX((r, to harp, gave \taXn}t a harper, and 
faXr^ptor a harp (used in the widest sense). The 
LXX uses d-cLkrhpiov as the tr. of five Heb. words— 
(1) -fnv Gn 4" (EV ' harp '), Ps 49* (EV ' harp ') 81* 
149 s (EV 1 harp '), Ezk 26 u (EV ' harp ') ; (2) ^ or 
Neh 12°, Ps 33* 57* 92 s 108» 144* 150\ Is 5" 
(AV 'viol,' RV «lute'); (3) ru'JJ la 38» (EV 
' stringed instruments ') ; (4) pwM or n?;w Dn 
3 ». 7. w. js . (5) ^ j ob 21" (EV ' timbrel '). From 
^aXrhptow was formed Lat. psalterinm, from which 
(through Old Fr. psalterie) came Eng. ' psaltery.' 
The spelling in Chaucer (following the middle- 
Eng. pronun. ) is sautrye, as Millercs Tale, 27 — 
' And al above ther lay a pay sautrye, 
On which he made a nip-hies melodye 
So swetely, that al the chambre rong.' 

Wyclif has a variety of spelling : sautree, sautrie, 
sawtree, sawtrye, and psautrie are all found in the 
Wyclifite versions. The eccles. Lat. psalterinm 
was both a psaltery and a song sung to the 
psaltery, and then also the book of songs or the 
Psalter. J. Hastings. 

PSALTIEL.— 2 Es 5" (RVm). See PHALTIEL. 

PSYCHOLOGY.— An initial prejudice on this 
topic, arising out of an extravagant claim made 
by some writers on its behalf, has first of all to 
be removed. To frame a complete and indepen- 
dent philosophy of man from the Bible is impos- 
sible. The attempt cannot commend itself to any 
judicious interpreter. The psychology of the Bible 
is largely of a popular character, and not a scien- 
tific system. Moreover, the Bible implicitly takes 
for granted much that men have thought out 
for themselves on this theme. But the relation 
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of the psychology to the content of revelation is 
very close. It is essential to the other doctrines 
of Scripture— its directly religious doctrines — that 
these be expressed in terms of such underlying 
thoughts' on man's nature and constitution as are 
implied in the Bible itself. For in terms of some 
conception of man — some psychology more or 
less systematic — must all religious and theological 
statements be couched. But the religious teach- 
ings of the Bible have always suffered injustice 
when they have been forced (as is so commonly the 
case) to take shapes derived from systems of 
thought and theories of man other than those of 
Scripture. How constantly all through the Chris- 
tian centuries Christian doctrines have been run 
into the mould of the prevailing philosophies, is 

{iroverbial. In the earliest age of Christian specu- 
ation Plato and Plotinus shaped almost all Bible 
interpretation. In the Middle Ages, Aristotle ruled 
the Scholastic Theology, and his sway extended 
down to and beyond the Reformation. Leibnitz 
and Descartes had their age of influence in the 
17th and 18th centuries. Kant and Hegel control 
the forms of thinking of many cultured theologians 
in our own day. But when we seek to work out 
a Biblical Theology, when we aim at presenting 
the result of Scripture exegesis in our statement 
of revealed doctrine, we are bound to defer to the 
Scripture way of thinking. We can rid ourselves 
of the mistake which so long vitiated Theology, 
only by observing those ideas of Life and of the 
Soul wnich the Scripture-writers themselves assume 
in all their statements. To ascertain the science 
of human life, if it may be so called, to put to- 
gether such simple psychology as underlies the 
writings of Scripture, cannot be an unnecessary 
task. Theology is not truly biblical, so long as 
it is controlled by non- biblical philosophy, and 
such control is inexcusable when it is seen that 
a view of human nature, available for the purpose, 
is native to the source from which Theology itself 
is derived. Two things are assumed here, without 
further explanation. The one is, that such 
materials, of this kind, as the Scriptures give, 
cannot form a complete or independent structure. 
They cannot be rightly treated except in close 
connexion with the proper and principal theme 
of the Bible. They cannot be treated abstractly 
or separately. Tney occur in the record of a 
revelation of Divine dealings with man for his 
redemption. They must be treated, therefore, in 
line with the history and development of these deal- 
ings. The other is, that they are on the whole 
uniform, that one fairly consecutive and con- 
nected system of ideas on the topic holds through 
the whole Bible. The proof of this will come out 
in the exposition. It is an OT system of thought. 
Even among the older apostles in the NT the same 
order of thought rules. Only in the case of the 
Pauline writings is there any marked change or 
advance, consistent enough, "however, in its de- 
velopment of the original ideas. 

Rothe has said * that we may appropriately 
speak of a ' language of the Holy Ghost. Cremer, 
who quotes the remark, expounds it thus : ' The 
spirit of the language assumes a form adequate to 
trie new views whicli the Spirit of Christ creates 
and works.' t Without attention to this element 
of progress it is impossible to read biblical psychol- 
ogy aright. This alone explains the transition 
from terms in the earlier Scriptures that are 
rather physical than psychical, to those in the 
later Scriptures that are more deeply charged 
with spiritual meaning. A progressive religious 
revelation is intimately connected with the growth 

• Zur Doimatik, p. 238 (Gotha, 1833). 

t Cramer's WtirUrbuch der NT GracitiU, Vorrede, p. 5 (Gotha, 
1886). 



of humanity, casts growing light upon the nature 
and prospects of man, will therefore De increasingly 
rich in statements and expressions bearing upon 
the knowledge of man himself, and especially of 
bis inner being. It is in the latest records of such 
a revelation that the terms expressive of the facts 
and phenomena of man's nature should be corre- 
spondingly enriched, diversified, and distinguish- 
able in their meaning. It is on this principle that 
in the sketch which follows so much attention is 
given to the Pauline anthropology. 

i. The Bible account of man's origin first claims 
our attention. What strikes one is the unity and 
simplicity of the conception. We are warned off, 
by the primal passage (Gn 2 7 ), from any sharp 
analysis. 'The Lord God formed man of the 
dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life ; and man became a living soul.' 
There are two elements or factors specified from 
which God formed man—' dust from the ground ' ; 
' breath of the Almighty,'— and the result is a 
unity. The OT has no definite, single word (unless 
we except nni, which occurs 13 times, namely Gn 
47 18 , Ja 14 s - », 1 S 31 Neh 9 s7 , Ps 110", Ezk 

l"'* Nah 3 3M *. Dn 10"; see art. Body) for the 
'body' apart from the soul. Indeed the term 
'•oul' is sometimes used for the corpse (Lv 21", 
Nu 6 a 9"- 7 - 10 19"). In this primal passage, there- 
fore, the expression 'man became a living soul' 
has a characteristic simplicity. We must not 
identify ' soul ' here with what it means in modern 
speech, or even in later biblical language. In 
primitive Scripture usage it means not the 'im- 
material rational principle* of the philosophers, 
but simply ' life embodied.' So that here the unity 
of the created product is emphatically expressed 
The sufficient interpretation of the passage is that 
the Divine inspiration awakes the already kneaded 
clay into a living human being. Cf. Ezekiel's 
vision (ch. 37), where there is, first, the recon- 
struction of the animal frame — bone, sinews, flesh, 
skin ; and only after this the ' breath ' comes upon 
them, and they live. 

Now, this account of the origin of man is fitted 
to exclude certain dualistic views of his nature 
with which the religion of revelation had to con- 
tend. ' It directly contradicts the doctrine of the 
pre-existence of the soul' (Schultz, OT Theology, 
li. 252, Clark, Edin. 1892). Whether, indeed, the 
formation of man's frame and the inbreathing of 
his life be taken as successive or simultaneous 
moments in the process of his creation, the de- 
scription is exactly fitted to exclude that priority 
of the soul which was necessary to the transmigra- 
tion taught by Oriental religions, or, to the pre- 
existence theory of the Greek schools. There is 
here no postponement or degradation of the earthly 
frame in favour of the soul, as if the soul were 
the man, and the body were only the prison-house 
into which he was sent, or the husk in which for 
a time he was concealed. According to this 
account, the synthesis of two factors, alike 
honourable, constitutes the man. 

That neither the familiar antithesis, soul and 
body, nor any other pair of expressions by which 
we commonly render the dual elements in human 
nature, should occur in this locus classicus, is a fact 
which helps to fix attention on the real character 
of the earlier OT descriptions of man. The fact is 
not explained merely by the absence of analysis. 
Rather is it characteristic of these Scriptures to 
assert the solidarity of man's constitution — that 
he is of one piece, and not composed of separate or 
independent parts. This assertion is essential to 
the theology of the Bible — to its discovery of human 
sin, and of Divine salvation. In a way not per- 
ceived by many believers in its doctrines, this idea 
of the unity of man's nature binds into consistency 
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the Scripture account of his Creation, the story of 
his Fall, the character of Redemption, and all the 
leading features in the working out of his actual 
recovery, from h is Regeneration to his Resurrection. 

Later Scriptures suggest a more definite and sepa- 
rate idea of the body. In Job 4 1 * we have "rrr'e? 
1 houses of clay,' imitated perhaps in 2 Co 5 1 ij ivL- 
yuot . . . oUia rod (tk-?ii>ovs ; also in Dn 7 15 * grieved in 
my spirit in the midst of my body ' (nnj sheath), 2 P 
1* rod (fKifywiMToi nov. In the OT Apocrypha the 
pre-exihtence idea is, once at least, suggested, Wis 
Jul so • a g 00t i sou] f e u to my lot, and being good 
. . . came into a body undented.' * The NT uses 
freely the Greek duality, which has become the 
modern one, ' soul and body ' ; and though the OT 
* flesh and soul ' does not occur in the NT, 'body 
and spirit' can take its place. Then, in the 
progress of redemption, it at last appears that 
the discrepancy between the two is resolved, when 
the redeemed rvev/M shall put on <ru>fia Tvev/iaTucdy 
(1 Co 15* 4 ), ' a spiritual body,' which is by no means 
the same as a 4 bodiless spirit ' (see Body). 

ii. Let us now pass on to the biblical treatment 
of sin and salvation, and show how these affect the 
various elements of human nature as more specifi- 
cally distinguished through them, especially the 
terms ' flesh,' ' soul,' and ' spirit.' 

Flesh. — Besides the more obvious literal mean- 
ings of this term already discussed in a separate 
article, it acquires a psychological importance when 
we ask whether its general OT sense is morally 
unfavourable, and what is the origin and force of 
the peculiar meaning it has in St. Paul, as the 
principle, or a seat of the principle, of sin in man. 
From the first application of ' flesh ' to fallen man 
(Gn 6*) there is nothing in the OT which identifies 
it with the principle of evil. 'Not a single pas- 
sage can be adduced wherein bdsar is used to denote 
man's sensuous nature as the seat of an opposition 
against his spirit and of a bias towards sin' 
(Muller, Christian Doct. of Sin, i. 323). It is true 
that 'flesh' is used for human kind in contrast 
to higher beings and to God (e.g. Gn 6 s , Ps 78 s "), 
and, so used, brings out his frailty and finitude. 
It is true also that ' flesh ' as a constituent of human 
nature means the perishable, animal, sensuous, and 
even sensual element of it (e.g. Ec 5", Is 40°) ; but 
which of these ideas is prominent in any passage 
must be learned from its connexion and context. 
It is further true that in its meaning of ' natural 
kinship' there is often an implied contrast with 
something better — 'Israel after the flesh' (1 Co 
10 18 ). But the conclusive proof that nothing of 
moral depreciation is necessarily implied in this use 
of ' flesh,' is its application to Christ as designat- 
ing His human in contrast with His Divine nature. 
' The word was made flesh ' (6 \6yot <rap£ iyircro, Jn 
1"). 'Who was manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the spirit' {1 Ti 3 ia ) ; * made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh, declared to be the Son of 
God with power, according to the spirit' (Ro l 3t ). 
But in the Pauline Epistles a specific meaning of 
the term emerges. In certain well-known passages 
it denotes the principle which resists the Divine 
law, as contrasted with the 'mind' consenting to 
the law that it is good, and which, even in the re- 

Senerate, makes war against ' the spirit.' Here we 
ave a very marked ethical significance given to the 
term 'flesh.' Nor is it the only term of its kind 
used to denominate the evil principle in man's 
nature as now under sin. 1 The old man,' 1 the body 
of sin,' 'the body of the flesh,' 'the law in the 
members,' • our members which are upon earth,' are 
kindred expressions, more or less closely denoting 
the same thing, although ' the flesh,' in its counter- 
poise to 'the mind' and to 'the spirit' respec- 
tively, is the leading expression (Ro 7 23 8 6 , Gal 5 17 ). 
• Compare ib. 9" q8*rrit ymf r*ft* pafl'u •bt/xn*. 



How is it, then, that this term ', flesh,' properly 
denoting the lower, corporeal or physical element 
in human nature, should come to denote the being 
of sin in that nature ? Is it because this physical 
element is the main seat, or the original source of 
evil in man? But, according to St. Paul, it is not 
in the physical alone that sin has its seat. There 
are sinful desires of the mind as well as of the flesh 
(Eph 2 s ). There is defilement of ' the spirit ' (2 Co 
7 1 ). There are works called 'of the flesh 'which 
have nothing to do with sensuality, e.g. hatreds, 
variance, emulation, wraths, factions, divisions, 
heresies (Gal 5 W , 1 Co 3 1 - 3 ). The apostle calls by 
the name of ' fleshly wisdom ' what was evidently 
speculative tendency derived from the Greek schools 
(2 Co l u ). There were heretics at Colossaj whose 
ruling impulse he calls their ' fleshly mind,' though 
they were extreme ascetics, attached to some form 
of Gnosticism (Col 2 W - 3i - »• *). 

It might indeed be maintained that if we assume 
the physical nature in man to be the source of evil 
in him, it would be easy to explain how the whole 
man under that influence should be called ' the 
flesh 'or 'the body of sin.' But this assumption 
will not tally with the treatment of man's bodily 
nature in these writings. Any view implying the 
inherent evil of matter is radically opposed to the 
whole Bible philosophy. It is as opposed to the 
Scripture account of its beginning in the race, as it 
is to our experience of its first outbreak in the in- 
dividual. In Genesis the first sin is represented as 
the consequence of a primary rebellion against 
God. The earliest manifestations of evil in chil- 
dren are selfishness, anger, and self-will. Again, 
that the corporeal nature is necessarily at strife 
with the spiritual, is a view which cannot be recon- 
ciled with the claims made upon ' the body ' in the 
Christian system. Throughout St. Paul's Epistles, 
Christians are enjoined ' to yield their membc s 
instruments of righteousness unto God ' (Ro 6' J ), to 
' present their bodies a living sacrifice ' (Ro 12 1 ), to 
regard their bodies as ' members of Christ,' and as 
'the temple of the Holy Ghost' (1 Co 6 ,6 -« 9 ) ; that 
the body is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body 
( 1 Co 6'*). Still more impossible is it to reconcile 
with such a view the Christian revelation concern- 
ing the future of the redeemed, and the consumma- 
tion of redemption. If sin were the inevitable 
outcome of man's possession of a body, redemption 
ought to culminate in his deliverance from the 
body, instead of in its change and restoration to a 
higher form (Ph 3 21 ). To say that the matter of 
the body is, or contains, the principle of sin, and 
then to say, as St. Paul does (Ro 8"), that the last 
result of the Redeemer's Spirit indwelling in us 
shall be to quicken these mortal bodies, would be 
flat self-contradiction. But the view which con- 
nects sin with the material body is neither Hebrew 
nor Christian. It is essentially alien to the whole 
spirit of revelation. No doubt, at a very early 
period in Christian history, chiefly through the 
influence of the Greek and some of the Latin 
Fathers, it obtained such hold of Christian thought 
that it continues to colour popular modes of con- 
ception and speech to the present day. One of the 
mo6t obvious examples is that men imagine they 
are uttering a scriptural sentiment when they speak 
of welcoming death as the liberation of the soul 
from the body. Yet the idea of St. Paul is exactly 
the reverse, when he declares that even the re- 
deemed, who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, 
groan within themselves waiting for the adoption, 
i.e. for the redemption of their body (Ro 8 13 ). Two 
additional reasons why the apostle cannot be held 
as tracing man's evil to the corporeal element, may 
be summed up in the words of Julius Muller : ' He 
denies the presence of evil in Christ who was par- 
taker of our fleshly nature, and he recognizes its 
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fresence in spirits, who are not partakers thereof. 
» it not, therefore, in the highest degTee probable 
that, according to him, evil does not necessarily 
pertain to man s sensuous nature, that sarx denotes 
something different from this?' (I.e. i. 321). 

Taking, then, the two meanings of the term 
' flesh,' we note how impossible it is, in a way of 
mere ratiocination, to develop the one out of the 
other. The attempt to get the ethical significance 
which St. Paul gives to it out of the elementary 
Hebrew conception of the perishable or earthly part 
of man, signally fails. It leaves out the clearly 
biblical account of the change in human nature 
caused by the Fall. It is quite inadequate to ex- 

Slain how selfishness, wrath, pride, and other non- 
eslil y sins, bear prominently the name * works of 
the flesh.' To assert, for instance, that sarx 
from its primary meaning, * living material of the 
body,' came by a natural process of thought and 
language to mean 'the principle of sin,' is to 
assume human nature to De subject to sin by its 
physical constitution — a view wholly untenable, 
because at variance with the most radical con- 
ception of the Bible from its earliest to its latest 
writings. 

Yet there must be some connexion between the 
two ideas. Otherwise we fall into mere tautology, 
and obtain the profound conclusion that ' the flesh ' 
is sinful human nature. If ' the flesh ' be nothing 
else than just this condition of human nature which 
is to be explained, then the whole of St. Paul's 
subtle and acute deduction would be * nothing but 
the most wretched argument in a circle ' (Pfleiderer). 
Now, it is quite certain the apostle means to posit 
a principle of sin in man, * the sin that dwelleth in 
me,' ' the law in my members.' It is further clear 
that the law or principle of sin is one thing, and 
that the flesh, or native constitution of man in which 
it inheres, is another. It is certain that the sacred 
writer as little develops the principle of sin out 
of the mere physical flesh, as he identifies the 
one with the other. It is impossible to deny a 
very pointed reference to the lower element of 
human nature in this important key-word of the 
Pauline theology. But what misleads is the sup- 
position that the lower and higher elements in 
man were conceived of by St. Paul as they were by 
the Greeks or are by ourselves ; that the antithesis, 
material and immaterial, is at the basis of the dis- 
tinction. So long as this'idea prevails, it will be 
impossible to get rid of the suspicion that in ' the 
flesh ' of the Pauline Epistles we have something 
which connects sin essentially with the material 
element in man's constitution. Let us get rid of 
this idea. Substitute for it the proper biblical 
antithesis, — earthly and heavenly, natural and 
supernatural, that 'flesh' is what nature evolves 
(this term being understood, of course, in a theistic 
sense), ' spirit ' what God in His grace bestows, — 
then we can see how the idea of ' flesh,' even when 
ethically intensified to the utmost, is appreciably 
distinct from the notion of evil necessarily resident 
in matter. The great saying of our Lord in Jn 3* 
is probably the source of apostolic doctrine on the 
point : * That which is born of the flesh is flesh.' 
' Flesh 1 has become the proper designation of the 
race as self-evolved and self-continued. Human 
nature as now constituted can produce nothing but 
its like, and that like is now sinful. ' Flesh,' 
therefore, may be appropriately used for the prin- 
ciple of corrupt nature in the individual, for the 
obvious reason that it is in the course of the flesh, 
or, of the ordinary production of human nature, 
that the evil principle invariably originates. Thus 
the phrase is some explanation of the condition of 
man's nature, which it describes. It is no objection 
to this view, but rather a confirmation of its cor- 
rectne&s, that it grounds the Pauline use of sarx 



on the underlying doctrine of hereditary corruption. 
' Flesh * is that through which man in his natural 
state is descended from a sinful race and inherits a 
sinful nature, and the term is used to denote that 
nature. On the other hand, 1 spirit ' is that through 
which and in which God implants the new Divine 
life of holiness, and the term therefore is used to 
denote that life. See Flesh. 

Soul and Spirit. — Let us now direct our atten- 
tion to what is usually considered the crux of our 
topic, and which, from the exaggerated use made 
of it by some writers, has led others to explode or 
reject biblical psychology altogether. The ques- 
tion raised is whether the Scripture makes a 
tenable and consistent distinction between soul 
and spirit. This is the real question which under- 
lies that of the so-called tricnotomy of the Bible. 
Does the Bible conceive of human nature as three- 
fold, as made up of body, soul, and spirit ? The 
only relevant question is the one above stated. 
In what sense and to what extent does the Bible 
recognize a distinction between soul and spirit* 
A large number, probably a majority, of exegetes 
have been in the habit of concluding that there 
is no real distinction, that the terms are synony- 
mous, or at least interchangeable, and that nothing 
can be asserted beyond a shadowy, poetic distinc- 
tion which enables the sacred writers to employ 
them in parallelism. But when we face the facts 
we are forced to a different conclusion. In the 
Pauline Epistles it is undoubted that a real dis- 
tinction is asserted. The natural or unconverted 
man is said to be soulish, the renewed man spiritual 
{fvxiKfo, rftvuariKin, 1 Co 2 14 - u ; cf. Jude 19 ^vxticoi, 
■K-vcvfia nil fx "™*)- Again, St. Paul asserts that 
the body which all men carry to the grave is 
soulish, but the body of the resurrection is spiritual 
(yfivXiicbv, vvfvna.TiKbv, 1 Co 15 M ) ; that the first man 
was made a living soul, the last Adam a quicken- 
ing spirit (v. 48 ). The distinction of the adjectives 
is repeated in v. 46 . 

Now, a fact of this sort emerging in such decisive 
and culminating passages of St. Paul's writings 
compels us to reconsider the usage. If we adhere 
rigidly to the conventional idea that there is no 
real distinction in the terms ' soul ' and ' spirit ' 
beyond that of parallelism, we must go on to hold 
St. Paul to have introduced, in important passages 
of his writings, an arbitrary and baseless antithesis. 
For this we are certainly not prepared, and are 
thrown back upon the couclusion, which has great 
and growing probability in its favour, that from 
OT usage there was real distinction latent in the 
employment by biblical writers of the terms soul 
ana spirit, which distinction was recognized and 
emphasized in these leading passages of St. Paul. 
What the distinction is, it may not be easy to 
determine with precision. Precision is perhaps 
not present in the case at all. But there can 
remain little doubt in the mind of a careful reader 
of Scripture that a distinction makes itself felt 
from the first and throughout. Even in the 
relation of both terms to physical life the dis- 
tinction is felt. To this both pneutna and psyche, 
like ruah and nephesh, of which they are the Greek 
equivalents, originally belong. Nephesh is the 
subject or bearer of fife, ruah is the principle of 
life ; so that in all OT references to the origin of 
living beings we can distinguish nephesh as life 
constituted in the creature, from ruah as life 
bestowed by the Creator. 

No doubt, the ' life ' iudicated by these terms is 
that of man and the lower animals alike. A 
* living soul ' is a living creature in general, or an 
animated being. It is used in Gn 1*°- 30 in a wide 
sense of creatures that have life, and the same 
expression is used in (in 2 7 to denote the result, 
even in man, of the Divine creative breath. So, 



Digitized by 



Google 



PSYCHOLOGY 



PSYCHOLOGY 167 



also, ritah and its kindred term nishdmdh are used 
for the principle of life, in man and brute alike. 
It is the ' nishdmdh of life ' that makes man a living 
soul (I.e.). It is the 'ruah- of life' that animates 
all creatures threatened by the Flood (6 17 ), and all 
those which entered into the ark (7 15 ). It is the 
nishmath-ruah of life those had which perished 
in the waters (7^). These passages prove that no 
distinction is made between the life-principle in 
animals generally and in man. 

But, what is of more importance, they call 
attention to a usage which is practically uniform 
of putting 'spirit (rHafy or nishdmdh) for the 
animating principle, and 'soul' or 'living soul' 
(nephesh hayyah) for the animated result. This 
primary distinction of the two terms, when applied 
to physical life, has passed over from the Heme*' 
of the OT to their Greek equivalents in the NT, 
and suggests a reason for their respective employ- 
ment, even when the meaning goes beyond the 
merely physical. If psyche thus means the entire 
being as a constituted life, we can see why it is 
used in such a connexion as that of Jn 10" 'He 
giveth his life for the sheep ' (psyche, not zoi, nor 
pneuma). If pneuma is the life-principle, we see 
the propriety of its use in Jn 19 30 ' He gave up the 
ghost ' ( pneuma). W hen we pass from this primary 
application of the two terms to a higher, in which 
they refer not to physical life alone, but also to 
the life of the mind, both terms denote almost 
indifferently the inner nature. For this purpose 
they are used throughout the OT and generally 
even in the NT with no sharp distinction, but 
freely interchanged and combined. As, for in- 
stance, when each is used alone, 'Why is thy 
spirit so sad ? ' ' Why art thou cast down, my 
soul?' (1 K 21 s , Ps 42 11 ); 'Jesus was troubled in 
spirit ' ; ' My soul is exceeding sorrowful ' (Jn 13°, 
Mt 26'*) ; ' To destroy both soul (psyche) and body ' ; 
' The body without the spirit (pneuma) is dead ' (Mt 
10 s , Ja 2-"*). Or, again, when the two terms occur 
together, in the manner of other terms of Hebrew 
poetry, ' With my soul (nephesh) have I desired 
thee in the night ; yea, with my spirit (rtiah) within 
me will I seek thee early ' (Is 26") ; ' M y soul (psyche) 
doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit [pneuma] 
hath rejoiced in Got! my Saviour ' (Lk l 48, ") ; 
' Stand fast in one spirit (pneuma), with one soul 
(psyche) striving for the faith of the gospel ' (Ph l-" 7 
RY ). These last quoted passages prove it quite 
impossible to hold that 'spirit' can mean exclu- 
sively or mainly the Godward side of man's inner 
nature, and ' soul ' the rational or earthward. 
The terms are parallel, or practically equivalent 
expressions for the inner life as contrasted with 
the outer or bodily life. The whole usage makes 
for the ordinary bipartite view of human nature, 
and not at all for any tripartite theory. No 
doubt, however, the underlying distinction found 
in the primary or physical application of the 
terms gives propriety to their usage all through ; 
and, when firmly grasped, prepares us to under- 
stand the expanded meaning which they receive 
in the later Scriptures. 

All through Scripture 'spirit' denotes life as 
coming from God, ' soul ' denotes life as consti- 
tuted in the man. Consequently, when the indi- 
vidual life is to be made emphatic, 'soul ' is used. 
' Souls ' in Scripture freely denotes persons. My 
'soul' is the Lgo, the self, and when used like 
'heart' for the inner man, and even for the 
feelings, has reference always to special individu- 
ality. On the other hand, 'spirit' — seldom or 
never used to denote the individual human being 
in this life — is primarily that imparted power by 
which the individual lives. It fitly denotes, there- 
fore, when lifted as a psychological term, the inner- 
most of the inner life, the higher aspect of the self 



or personality. Thus the two terms are used, over 
the breadth of Scripture, as parallel expressions 
for the inner life. The inner nature is ' soul ' 
according to its special individual life; it is 
' spirit ' according to the life - power whence it 
derives its special character. Tne double phrase 
' soul and spirit ' presents the man in two aspects 
as his life is viewed from two different points. 

So much for the use of the two words in the 
Scripture at large. But when we come to certain 
NT writings — mainly though not exclusively 
Pauline — a still more definite meaning has set in. 
The adjective ' psychic ' or ' soulish ' has taken a 
force not perceptible in its root-word. It has 
become almost equivalent to ' carnal.' In Ja 3 1 * a 
wisdom is spoken of which is ' earthly, soulish 
(KV sensual), devilish.' Of certain predicted 
opponents of the gospel, it is said (Jude 19 ) that 
' they are soulish (AV and RV sensual ; KVm 
natural or animal), not having the Spirit.' St. 
Paul terms the unregenerate who cannot discern 
the things of the spirit of God a ' soulish ' man 
( 1 Co 2 U ). The body which we wear at present — 
'the body of our humiliation' (Ph 3*') — is a 
' soulish ' body, and shall be sown in the grave as 
such (1 Co lo**-™). The corresponding adjective 
'pneumatic' or ' spiritual ' has now taken on, in 
the parallel passages, a religious sense, and de- 
notes what belongs to the pneuma in that sense, 
viz. that which is derived from the spirit of God — 
the spirit of the regenerate life. It is plain that 
if we would not accuse these NT writers — especially 
St. Paul— of introducing groundless distinctions, 
we are drawn to admit a real difference of the 
terms from the first, in the general or wider sense 
already described.* 

Spirit.— On a closely similar line of exegetical 
investigation we explain the Scripture use of this 
term. It is an entirely original biblical term for 
the highest aspect of man's life. It is almost 
inseparable from the idea of man's relation to God, 
whether in creation or in redemption. All through 
the OT it is the supreme term for human life. 
God is spirit, and man has spirit. ' The spirit 
returns to God who gave it' (Ec 12 7 ). In this 
way the psychology of the Bible is distinguished 
from all ethnic systems. In this it stands entirely 
alone, and is thoroughly consistent with itself 
from first to last. ' Spirit' is not so used by Plato, 
by Philo, by the earlier Stoics, by Plotinus and 
the Neo-Platonists, nor indeed anywhere out of 
the circle of Bible thought. It denotes the direct 
dependence of man upon God. The peculiarly 
biblical idea is the attribution to man, as the 
highest in him, of that which is common to man 
with God. ' Spirit ' is the God -given principle of 
man's life, physical, mental, and spiritual. Where 
modern analysis imports a false element into it, is 
when an attempt is made to represent wvevfta as a 
separable constituent of man's being, as something 
which can be wanting, dead, or dormant on the 
one hand, restored or confirmed on the other. 
Indeed the whole character of the Bible psychology 
is mistaken in such attempts to distinguish spirit, 
soul, heart, and the like as separate faculties. 
They are diverse aspects of one indivisible inner life. 

When we come to the Pauline writings, and 
those associated with them in the NT, we find that 
a certain improvement or addition to the force of 
this term has come in ; yet one completely in 
harmony with its original meaning. That in man 
which is 'spiritual' is, frankly and fully, that 
which is influenced by the spirit of God — by the 
new spirit of regeneration. ' Spirit ' is more 
entirely used of the renewed man. though there is 
still a clear and appreciable distinction maintained 

• See. this discussed in ch. v. of the present writer'* BibU 
Doctrine of Man, Edin. 1895. 
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between the two. ' The Spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit that we are the children of 
God ' (Ro 8 18 ). Yet so almost complete is the 
identification, that our translators find it difficult 
—throughout the Epistles— to determine where 
the term spirit should be distinguished by a capital 
letter. The advance consists in the fact that, 
whereas from the first, man's life is dignified as 
the direct inbreathing of the Almighty, — ntsltamdh 
or r&ah from God,— his new life is now signalized 
by a term identical with that bestowed on the 
Third Person of the Holy Trinity. It is one of 
the central doctrines of Christianity concerning 
the theanthropic person of the Son, that, as head 
of the new humanity, He becomes a life-giving 
Tvtvua — a quickening spirit. At every point in 
the unfolding of the Bible anthropology this 
doctrine of the pneuma in man will be found 
distinctive. It forms a central element in the 
Divine Image in which he was created, and at the 
climax of redemption it is the appropriate designa- 
tion of the man as renewed in Christ. See SPIRIT. 

Heart is a term used with much clearness and 
consistency throughout Scripture, for the inner, 
the real, the hidden and ruling element in man's 
nature. Translated into modern language it 
denotes, in one of its most frequent applications, 
'principles of action.' It is always sufficiently 
distinguished from Being or Personality. From 
the first it is said that ' every imagination of the 
thoughts of man's heart is evil ' (Gn 6 5 ), i.e. his 
1 principles of action ' are gone wrong, but it is 
never said that the personality is corrupt or de- 
stroyed. Again, it is the great promise of restora- 
tion, ' a new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within you' (Ezk 36*), i.e. new 
principles will be implanted ; yet it is not another 
or a different personality that is given. There is 
not such a sharp distinction in Bible speech as that 
which we have introduced into modern language 
between the head and the fieart. There is no 
marked separation of the rational and intellectual 
elements in man's nature from the emotional or 
volitional. Although there is, to some extent, a 
distinction of this kind between 2yh and b>;j, all 
inward elements of whatever sort may be included 
under heart : even such as good judgment and 
clear perception are, at least in the OT, considered 
as qualities of heart. In the writings of the older 
apostles the OT idea of ' heart ' is still the ruling 
one. Indeed, in these NT writings the Greek 
terms for the intellectual life of man are used for 
the more general OT terms ' Heart,' ' Soul,' and 
the like, without any precision whatever. Thus 
the LXX, on occasion (e.g. Dt 6 a , B), uses Sidvoia for 
lebhabh. St. Mark (IS?* 3 ) uses aivtau for nephesh. 
St. Luke introduces didvoia along with icapdia, \(>vxh, 
and Urx&* See Heart. 

It is plain, however, that in the writings of St. 
Paul and those allied to him, these Greek expres- 
sions for the intellectual elements in man have 
acquired more place, although no very marked 
precision. In especial, St. Paul has a firm con- 
ception of MlND (vovs) as the highest expression 
for man's mental or intellectual faculty, as that 
which in man, under grace, is appealed to by the 
Divine law (Ro T a -'*), and as that, on the other 
hand, which is to be distinguished from the 
afflatus or influence upon him of the supernatural 
(1 Co 14 14 ' la ). Then there is introduced in these 
writings a free use of the similar and related 
terms in which the Greek language was so rich, 
ffOvtffts understanding, \6yot reason, 8ta\oyi<xfi6t 
reasoning, vo^fiara thinkings, <pp'jvi\yjx minding or 
disj>osition, but scarcely any one of these used 
with strictness or accuracy. See Mind. 

The one instance in which a Greek term of this 
character is introduced and adhered to in the 



NT, is irweftojffw or conscience. It is ence used 
by the LXX in the OT (Ec 10=*), where it is also 
introduced by our translators on the margin, but 
obviously rather with the meaning ' consciousness ' 
than 'conscience.' The force of it in Wis 17" ('a 
witness within,' RV) is more nearly our own. To 
trace the advance of the term from its literal 
meaning of ' self-consciousness ' to its full ethical 
import, would take us outside of biblical matter 
altogether. Its clear and full recognition in 
pagan literature is significant. Lightfoot speaks 
in somewhat strong terms of this word as the 
'crowning triumph of ethical nomenclature,' 
which ' if not struck in the mint ,of the Stoics, 
at all events became current coin through their 
influence' He cites it as a special instance of 
' the extent to which Stoic philosophy had leavened 
the moral vocabulary of the civilized world at the 
time of the Christian era.' Now its use in the NT 
precisely corresponds to this estimate. It does not 
occur in the Gospels except in Jn 8", a passage 
which the best scholarship does not hold to be 

? ermine. It occurs twice in the addresses of St. 
aul recorded in Acts ; plentifully in the Epistles 
of Paul and of Peter and in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, and in all these places its force is equi- 
valent to that which it still hears in modern speech. 
Were wo to bring it into line with the older 
biblical usage, it might be reckoned a function of 
*>cC/ua so far as it signifies ' self-consciousness ' ; 
and of KapSla when regarded as moral approval or 
disapproval. In confirmation of this it is to be 
noted that St. John uses KapSla (1 Jn 3 ,lwa ) in a 
connexion where St. Paul would have used povs or 
trwelSipit, The use of conscience, however, is so 
definite and consistent as to force us to the con- 
clusion that it was introduced into the NT as a 
full-fledged idea. See Conscience. 

The system of thought thus sketched belongs 
essentially to the OT. It is what Continental 
writers call a ' psychology of the Hebrews.' In 
our outline, this fact is rather concealed by the 
almost disproportionate attention given to the 
important modifications made on it by the Apostle 
Paul. But the system itself is the ruling one, 
not only throughout the OT but in the writings 
of the older apostles in the NT. The Greek terms 
supplied by the Septuagint are taken up in their 
OT meanings, and from these the writers seldom 
or never depart. The leading psychological notions 
are those attached to the simple terms spirit, soul, 
flesh, heart. These four are the voces signatte of 
the entire Scripture view of man's nature and con- 
stitution. They are all grouped round the idea of 
life, or of a living being. The first two— soul and 
spirit — represent in different ways, or, from different 
points of view, the life itself. The last two— flesh 
and heart — denote respectively the life-environ- 
ment and the life-organ, — the former, that in which 
life inheres ; the latter, that through which it acts. 
So much for their simple and primary meaning. 
In their secondary meaning they are grouped as 
follows : spirit, soul, flesh are expressions for 
man's whole nature viewed from different points. 
They are not three natures. Man's one nature 
is really expressed by each of them, so that each 
alone may designate the human being. Thus man 
is flesh as an embodied perishable creature. 'All 
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof as the 
flower of the field ' ( Is 40 6 ). Man again is soul, as 
a living being, an individual responsible creature, 
'All souls are mine' (Ezk 18*). Once more, man 
is spirit. More commonly, however, he is said to 
have or possess ' spirit as his life - principle. 
' Heart' stands outside this triad, because man is 
never called a ' heart,' or men collectively spoken 
of as ' hearts.' ' Heart ' never denotes the personal 
subject, but always the organ of the personality. 
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Again, the four terms may be thus grouped : 
'spirit,' 'soul,' 'heart' may be used to denote, 
each of them, one side of man's double-sided 
nature, viz. his inner or higher life. Over 
against any one of these may stand ' flesh ' ; as 
representing his nature on its outer or lower side, 
so that the combination will express in familiar 
duality the whole of man as stiesh and spirit,' 
' flesh and soul,' or ' flesh and heart.' The two 
latter combinations are the ruling ones in the OT. 
Thus ' soul ' and ' flesh ' occur. ' My soul thirsteth 
for thee, and my flesh longeth for thee' (Ps 63 1 ). 
'My flesh in my teeth, and my life (soul) in my 
hand ' (Job 13"). ' His flesh hath pain, and his 
soul mourn eth ' (Job 14 a ). A land entirely stripped 
of its trees and of its crops is said be ' consumed 
soul and body' (Is 10 18 Ueb. 'from the soul and 
even to the flesh "). Equally characteristic is the 
conjunction of ' flesh ' with ' heart ' for the whole 
human being. Aliens wholly unfit for God's ser- 
vice are described as ' uncircumcised in heart and 
flesh' (Ezk 44 7 - 9 ). The man whose whole being 
is given to pleasure 1 searches in his heart how to 
cheer his flesh ' (Ec 2 s RV). ' Remove sorrow from 
thy heart and put away evil from thy flesh ' ( Ec 
ll r °). The summum bonum of human life is when 
a 'sound heart is the life of the flesh ' (Pr 14 s0 ), an 
expression which reminds one of the classic mens 
sana in corpore sano. This dualism of the OT is 
clinched in the memorable description of its final 
form, when 'the dust returns to the earth as it 
was, and the spirit to God who gave it' (Ec 12 7 ). 

The distribution of parts, however, is not in- 
variably or rigidly duahstic. For along with such 
as those now quoted we have also various trinal 
phrases, e.g. ' My soul longeth ... for the courts 
of the Lord ; my heart and my flesh crieth out unto 
the living God (Ps 84 a ). ' My heart is glad and 
my glory rejoiceth, my flesh also dwelleth in 
safety ' (Ps 10"). 1 Mine eye is consumed with grief, 
yea, my soul and my belly ' (RV ' body,' Ps 31"). 
Vet, dual or trinal though the terras may be, the 
intention is essentially bipartite, viz. to express 
in man the inner and the outer, the higher and the 
lower, the animating and the animated all r jstine 
upon the primal contrast of what is earth-derived 
with what is God-inbreathed. 

Such is a condensed account of the Bible treat- 
ment of psychological terms and ideas, which also 
goes a long way to fix the biblical teaching about 
Man. At most of the important points, the Bible 
view of man's nature coincides with that of human 
psychology at large. Scripture frankly and fully 
confirms the view which places man among the 
animals, but at their head. It makes man differ 
in no respect as to the origination of his physical 
frame, but in two most important particulars it 
distinguishes man altogether from the animals— 
in the direct and immediate connexion of his 
origin with God, and in his survival of death (see 
artt. Eschatology and Resurrection). 

LITERATURE. — M. F. Roos, Fundament a Psyehologim ex 
S.S. collectte Olshausen, ' De Nature humans tricho- 

10011*..' in his Opuseula Theologiea (Berlin, 1834) ; Bbttcher, 
De inferis . . . ex Hebrceurum et (irrecorum opinumibus 
(Dresden, 1845); J. T. Beck, Umriss der biUischen Seelenlehre 
(IS43, 1877, Eng. tr., Clark. Edin. 1877); Franz Delitzsch, 
System der biblisehen Psychologies (Leipzig, 1861, Eng. tr., 
Clark, Edin. 1867); H. H. Wendt, Die Begriffe Flcisch und 
Geitt in bibl. Spraehgebruueh KJotha. 1878) ; Ellicott, ' The 
Threefold Nature of Stan' in The Dtslina of the Creature and 
other Sermon* (London, Parker, 18KJ) ; J. B. Heard, The Tri- 
partite Nature of Man* (Clark, Edin. 1882) ; E. White, Life in 
Christ, A Study of the Scripture Doctrine on the Nature of 
Han (London, E. Stock, 1878) ; W. P. Dickson, St. Paul s Use 
of the Terms Fltsh and Spirit (Glasgow, 1SS3) ; Laidlaw, The 
Bible Doctrine of Man (revised ed., Clark. Edin. 1805). The 
reader niiy consult also the Old Testament Theologies of 
Oehler and Schultz, and the New Testament Theolo>jies of 
Bernhard Weiss and Beyschlag; cf., further, Gifford, llomans, 
49-62; Sanday-Headlam, Romans, 181; Driver, Sermons on 

OT, iff. J. Laidlaw. 



PTOLEMAIS (UroXe/xait) is the NT name of the 
old Canaanitish stronghold Acco (which see). It 
received this name from Ptolemy II. Philadelphus 
when, after the conquest of Syria and the death of 
Alexander the Great, it came into his possession. 
For several hundred years, throughout its inde- 
pendence during the wars of the Maccabees, and 
under the dominion of Rome, when it received the 
privileges of a Roman city, this title supplanted the 
original name. At Ptolemais, Jonathan Maccabaeus 
was treacherously captured (1 Mac 12^); and the 
Greeks had built there a splendid temple to Jupiter. 
It is only once noticed in the NT, in connexion 
with the missionary journey of St. Paul from 
Tyre to Coesarea (Ac 21 7 ). Tl i ere was a small 
band of Christian converts in the place, and it is 
recorded that the Apostle al>ode with them one 
day. Ptolemais was favourably situated as regards 
both sea and land approaches. On the occasion of 
the Apostle's visit, we are told that he came by sea, 
having sailed from the harlwur of Tyre, and that 
he proceeded on foot to Ciesarea and from thence 
to Jerusalem. But there is every likelihood, judg- 
ing from Ac ll 30 12* IS*-" 18« that he must have 
passed several times through the city, by the ancient 
laud-route along the coast that connected Csesarea 
by means of the rocky pass of the Ladder of Tyre 
with Antioch. 

Josephus {Ant. XI v. xv. 1) tells us that Herod 
landed at Ptolemais on his voyage from Italy to 
Syria. It may be mentioned that there is another 
Ptolemais, the capital of Pentapolis in Cyrenaica, 
of which the celebrated Synesius, the pupil of 
Hypatia of Alexandria, was hishop early in the 
5th century. In the extremely interesting series 
of his letters which are still extant, there is one 
addressed to all Christian bishops throughout the 
world, in which he announces that he had excom- 
municated, at a Diocesan Synod, Andronicus, the 
governor of the place, on account of his crimes 
against the Church. 

As it was a seaport town, the Jews, who were 
not a maritime people, took very little interest in 
the Syrian Ptolemais, and therefore it hardly 
figures on the pages of Scripture. But in 
mediaeval times it rose into great fame under the 
name of Acre, which is closely connected with its 
original name of Acco, and has obscured all the 
other names imposed or altered at different times 
by foreigners. Elsewhere in the Holy Land sacred 
memories almost obliterate secular ones ; but here 
it is the reverse. The civil history of Acre is de- 
cidedly Western, as is the prominent headland 
on which it is situated, which pushes itself farther 
out from the monotonous coast than any other 
place in Palestine, except Carmel. On this project- 
ing shoulder of the Holy Land the town occupies 
so commanding a position that Napoleon ca tied 
it the Key of Syria. At a distance it presents 
the appearance of a strongly fortified European 
town, hut its architectural features inside are 
thoroughly Oriental in character. At the time of 
theCrusader8 it was theCastella Peregrinorum, the 
principal landing-place of pilgrims to Jerusalem ; 
and it was the last foothold of the Crusaders on 
the sacred soil. Here was the principal seat of 
the great knightly orders of St. John of the 
Temple and the Hospital, who gave it the French 
name of St. Jean d'Acre. It had a large share in 
the feudal and ecclesiastical wars of Europe, and 
in the unhappy political intrigues of the Republics 
of Venice, Genoa, and Pisa. It has been subjected 
to numerous sieges, from the days of Baldwin, the 
founder of the shortlived dynasty of the Latin 
sovereigns of the Eastern empire, to those of 
Napoleon, whose destiny was here first marred hy 
defeat. Salad in, Cteur de Lion, and Sir Sydney 
Smith performed feats of valour in connexion 
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with this fortress. The last siege took place in 
1840, when Sir Charles Napier, fighting for the 
Turks, took the town from the Egyptians under 
Ibrahim Pasha. 

Acre never recovered the bombardment of the 
English fleet ; and it is now a dull, ruinous town 
of about 10,000 inhabitants. It is the market-place 
of the Syrian wheat trade ; and the bread manu- 
factured from the rich crops grown on the sur- 
rounding plain of Acre is proverbially said to be 
1 the best in the Holy Land '; thus maintaining still 
the reputation it had acquired in the days of Israel, 
when the Patriarch cast the blessing of his son into 
its local mould, ' out of Asher his bread shall be 
fat.' The shallow Nahr N'am&n, the ancient 
Belus, which falls into its broad bay, recalls the 
Greek story of the chance invention of glass on 
its banks ; and the patriarchal promise to the lot 
of Issachar of 'the treasures hid in the sands,' 
which may have had something to do with the 
ancient classical tradition. The view from the 
shattered ramparts is verv extensive and beautiful, 
comprising on the one side the opposite headland 
of Oarmel, reflected in the blue waters of the 
curved bay, and on the other the dark green 
plain along the coast up to the white promontory 
of the Ladder of Tyre ; the distant snow-clad 
Lebanon range fading northwards in the clouds ; 
while the eastern horizon is closed up by the 
shadowy hills of Galilee. 

Literature. — Conder, Tent -Work in Palestine, pp. 188-192; 
Stanley, SP pp. 264 - 266 ; Bovet, Egypt, Palettine, and 
Phoenicia, pp. 883-386. HUGH MACM1LLAN. 

PTOLEMY (UroXenatos, a metric alternative for 
the Ion. jroXe/*r}i'os, ' warlike ') I., surnamed Zwn}p, 
' Preserver ' (on account of his defence of the 
Rhodians in B.C. 300 ; Paus. i. 8. 6 ; or by the 
Confed. of the Cyclades, who claim the credit, 
according to Iuscript. 373 in Michel's RecueU—aee 
Mahaffy, Emp. Ptol. 1 10 f . ), was the son of Lagus 
and Arsinoe', a reputed concubine of Philip of 
Macedon. He was Dorn about B.C. 367, and upon 
the death of Alexander (1 Mac 1 M ) he assumed 
the satrapy of Egypt. For the intricate details of 
the wars that preceded his assumption of royalty 
in B.C. 305, see Mahaffy, op. cit. 27-58 ; Droysen, 
Helleni&mus ; Niese, Gesch. der Griech. Staaten, 
pt. i. — by each of whom the original authorities 
are given. He abdicated in B.C. 285 in favour of 
his second son,' and died two years later, with his 
dynasty firmly established by his wise and vigorous 
administration upon the throne of Egypt. In the 
courso of his campaigns he several times traversed 
or occupied Palestine. In B.C. 320 (Cless in Pauly, 
art. * Ptolemy '), or more probably eight years 
later, he tooK advantage of the Sabbath law to 
seize Jerusalem on that day (Jos. Ant. XII. i.), but 
so ingratiated himself with the people that many 
of them accompanied him to Egypt and settled 
there (Jos. c. An. i. 22 ; Miiller, Fragm. Hist. 
Grcec. ii. 393). ^ They were employed partly as mer- 
cenaries ; and in Alexandria a kind of citizenship 
and a special quarter of the city appear to have 
been assigned tnem (Jos. Wars, II. xviii. 7). Such 
migrations to Egypt occurred three or four times 
during this reign ; and the favour with which the 
Egyp. rule was regarded in Palestine was largely 
due to the kindness with which the settlers were 
treated, and to the comparative avoidance of inter- 
ference with their religious practices. It has been 
assumed (e.q. by Cheyne) that Is 19 l8 " :a (this pas- 
sage may allude to the Jewish temple at Heliopolis 
founded in the time of Ptol. vii.) was written in 
the time of this king, and he is generally held to 
be 'the king of the south' referred to in Dn 11 s , 
where the RVm is to be preferred. 

R. W. Moss. 



PTOLEMY II. (afterwards known as 4>t\a6e\<p<n, 
' brother-loving,' from the title adopted by his 
sister and wife, Arsinoe), the youngest son of 
Soter, succeeded his father in B.c. 285. Ho con- 
tinued his father's policy, and, instead of Hellen- 
izing Egypt, treated the country rather as a private 
estate to bo administered wisely in the interest of 
its proprietor. On the series of coins which he 
struck at Tyre the earliest date that occurs is 
B.C. 268 (Poole, Coins of Ptol. xxix.); and conse- 
quently his first Syrian war took place at least two 
or three years earlier. Prom that time Palestine 
formed a permanent part of his kingdom, his 
right to hold it as an inheritance from his father 
having been unrecognized before. Among the 
cities which he founded were Philotera to the 
south of the Lake of Galilee (Polyb. v. 70), Phila- 
delphia on the site of Kabbah (Jerome, in Ezek. 25), 
and Ptolemais on the site of Acco (pseudo-Aristeas 
in Merx, Archiv, i. 274 ; Droysen, Jfellenismns, 
in. 2. 305). In these foundations his principal 
object seems to have been to conciliate the people, 
and to furnish himself with centres of influence. 
A second Syrian war soon after B.C. 250 was pro- 
voked by an attempt on the part of Antiochus II. 
to annex the country ; but of its details nothing 
is known with certainty, except that Philadelphus 
lost no part either of his dominions or apparently 
of his supremacy by sea in the Eastern Mediter- 
ranean. He died in B.C. 247. The reign of Phila- 
delphus was a brilliant literary epoch in Alex- 
andria. At his court, as officials of the Museum 
and Library which his father founded and he 
fostered, gathered many of the most eminent 
writers, artists, dilettanti, of the period : and 
thus was provided a place for the fusion of Jewish 
and Greek ideas, and a means of introducing the 
latter into Palestine itself. It is not impossible that 
the story of the origin of the LXX is so far correct, 
that the Pent, and perhaps also Joshua were trans- 
lated during his reign and under royal patronage : 
see Septl'AGINT. Dn ll 6 is to be interpreted 
of Philadelphus ; but the latter part of the verse 
is so vague and even so difficult of translation that 
there is ground for suspicion that the text is 
corrupt. It has been conjectured that Ps 72 was 
written soon after the accession of Philadelphus as 
an expression of the anticipations which his repu- 
tation warranted, and Ps 45 in honour of Iiis 
marriage with the daughter of Lysimachus, king 
of Thrace ; but neither conjecture has much sup- 
port. R. W. Moss. 

PTOLEMY III. (first styled Evepytrris, ' benefac- 
tor,' in a decree of the synod of Canopus in B.C. 
238) succeeded his father Philadelphus m B.C. 247. 
Soon after his accession, to avenge the murder of 
his sister at Antioch, he engaged in the third 
Syrian war, during which his conquests led him far 
into the East, and on his return from which he is 
alleged to have offered sacrifices in Jerus. (Jos. c. 
Ap. ii. 5). In B.C. 229 the control of the Jewish 
taxes was entrusted to Josephus, nephew of Onias 
II., according to an account (Jos. Ant. XII. iv. 1-5), 
for which there is probably some historical ba«is, 
and which is an evidence of the mildness and 
consequent popularity of the Egyp. rule. Of the 
later history of Euergetes only the scantiest 
information has been preserved. He appears to 
have devoted himself principally to the internal 
development of his kingdom, which was at the 
height of prosperity in B.C. 222, when he was 
murdered by his son (Justin, xxix. 1), or more 
probably died a natural death (Polyb. ii. 71). Dn 
1 l 7a is to be interpreted of Euergetes, the middle 
verse relating to the act by which he won his 
title— the restoration of the Egyp. idols carried 
off by Cambyses nearly three centuries before. 
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This king must not be confounded with the 
Euergetes of the Prologue to Siroch. The data 
of time show that the latter must have been 
Euergetes II., known also as Physcon, who was 
admitted by his brother to conjoint sovereignty in 
B.c. 170, and died in B.C. 117. R. W. Moss. 

PTOLEMY IY. WiXowdrup, strictly ' fond of his 
father,' though the title appears to have been 
given in the belief that he was designated for the 
throne by his father) succeeded his father Euer- 
getes in B.C. 222. In the fifth year of his reign he 
was forced into an expedition to recover Palestine 
from Antiochus the Great, who was completely 
defeated in a battle near Raphia. Dn ll 11 - " is a 
summary of the campaign. A treaty of peace was 
made with Antiochus (Polyb. v. 87), and Ptolemy 
returned homewards. At Jerus., according to a 
story in 3 Mac, he attempted to enter the Holy of 
Holies against the indignant protests of the people, 
but fell in a fit on its threshold. Renouncing his 
purpose, he returned to Alexandria, where his 
nge against the Jews showed itself in an edict 
commanding them to practise idolatry on pain of 
degradation from citizenship. So many refused, 
that in an access of wrath he gave orders for all 
the Jews in Egypt to be collected at Alexandria 
to be put to death. The royal design was again 
thwarted by supernatural occurrences : and a 
national feast was appointed to commemorate 
the deliverance. The last statement may be re- 
garded as authentic, and it is not unlikely that 
the Jews under this king lost some of their privi- 
leges, and joined the Egyp. natives in uneasiness 
and insurrection (Polyb. v. 107, xiv. 12) ; but 
very little reliance can be safely placed on 3 Mac. 
Of the rest of his reign, which terminated in B.C. 
205, little is recorded beyond his extreme licenti- 
ousness and his Napoleonic love of building. 

R. W. Moss. 

PTOLEMY Y. ('Evt^anft, 'illustrious') had no 
sooner succeeded his father, Philopator, in B.C. 
205, than Antiochus the Great took advantage of 
the Egyp. king's minority to seize Palestine. 
Ptolemy's general, Scopas, was sent to recover 
the eountry, but was defeated near the sources of 
the Jordan, and compelled to surrender at Sidon 
(Jerome, in Dan. 11"). Many of the Jews were 
led by the concessions of Antiochus (Jos. Ant. 
XII. iii. 3) to transfer to him their allegiance, and 
the country passed finally from under the control 
of Egypt. When the Romans forbade Antiochus 
to attack Ptolemy, he conciliated both, but re- 
tained his conquests by betrothing his daughter 
C eopatra to the Egyp. king (B.C. 198). The 
marriage was celebrated in B.C. 193, the Syrian 
princess receiving as her dowry the royal share of 
the taxes of the conquered provinces, but no right 
of interference in their government. On the death 
of Antiochus, Ptolemy decided to invade Syria, 
but before his preparations were complete was 
poisoned in B.C. 182, or the early part of the 
following year. Dn ll 1 **" is to 'be interpreted 
of these relations between Ptolemy and Anti- 
ochus ; but ll" b must refer to a futile attempt 
to restore the independence of Israel (Bevan, in 
loc. ) rather than to a preference for Antiochus by 
a party amongst the Jews, for in that case the 
phrases, so far as they arc intelligible, are con- 
trary to fact. R. \V. Moss. 

PTOLEMY YI. (should be reckoned as VII., 
as there is evidence of the brief reign of an 
older brother : for the authorities and the present 
state of the question, see Mahafly, Emp. Ptol. 
329 f. — surnamed 4>t\o^i)rwp, ' lover of his mother') 
spent the first seven years of his reign under the 
regency of his mother, Cyprus being meanwhile 



under the governorship of Ptolemy Macron (2 Mac 
10' 3 ), who afterwards transferred his allegiance to 
Syria. Soon after her death he took the govern- 
ment into his own hands ; and amongst the envoys 
who came for the occasion was Apollonius, who 
was instructed to discover the feelings of the 
Egyp. court towards Syria (2 Mac 4"). In B.c. 
173 the king married his sister Cleopatra. Two 
years later he was defeated on the borders of 
Egypt by Antiochus iv., who overran the country 
(1 Mac l 18 '-) and got possession of the king. The 
latter's brother, Euergetes II., was at once raised 
to the throne by the people of Alexandria, and, 
when Antiochus retired, reigned conjointly with 
his brother (B.C. 170). In B.C. 163 Philometor 
was driven out of Egypt by his brother, but 
restored soon after by order of the Roman senate, 
the kingdom being divided and Cyrene assigned 
to Euergetes. From B.C. 154 there was peace 
between the brothers. About the same time must 
be dated the foundation of the temple of Onias, 
near Heliopolis (Jos. Ant. XIII. iii. 1-3), the cir- 
cumstances of which are an evidence of the king's 
popularity amongst and favour to the Jews. To 
the same conclusion point his employment of 
Jewish generals (Jos. c. An. ii. 5), his relation 
to the Jew Aristobulus (2 Mac l 10 ), who is iden- 
tified with the Alexandrian philosopher of the 
same name by Clemens Alex. (Strom, v. 14. 97) 
and Eusebius (Prcep. Evang. viii. 9), and possibly 
also the dedication of Ad. Est ll 1 . When Alex- 
ander Balas was trying to establish his authority 
over Palestine, he sought alliance with Philometor 
(1 Mac 10 51 " 88 ), whose daughter Cleopatra was 
given him in marriage about B.c. 150. With a 
view to take advantage of the rivalry between 
Balas aud Demetrius (1 Mac ll 1 ), or more prob- 
ably in anger at the suspected treason of the 
former (Jos. Ant. XIII. iv. 6), Ptolemy again 
invaded Syria, and attached to himself Demetrius 
by promises of support and of marriage with Cleo- 
patra ; but, after making himself master of Antioch, 
be retained the crown of Syria for himself. Balas 
was defeated in battle, and killed in the course of 
his flight ; but Ptolemy was wounded mortally, 
and only lived to have his enemy's head presented 
to him, in B.C. 146 (1 Mac ll 8 "' 8 ; Jos. Ant. XIII. 
iv; 8). Dn ll*-** is to be understood of the wars 
between Philometor and Antiochus iv. 

R. W. Moss. 
PTOLEMY YII. (more correctly IX., the young 
son of Cleopatra II. having reigned for a few 
months, assumed the title of Euergetes II., possibly 
at his coronation at Memphis, but was better 
known amongst his Greek subjects by the nick- 
name of Physcon, ' fat-paunch ') succeeded to sole 
rale in B.C. 146 or the following year, and died 
about thirty years afterwards. Justin and Strabo 
describe him as tyrannous to his subjects, and as 
shrinking from no crime ; but the papvri (cf. 
especially Mahafly in vol. iv. 192 If. of Petrie's 
Utst. of Egypt) represent him as extending the 
commercial bounds of Egypt, and as upholding 
law and order within it. There are indications in 
two texts from Atliribis (cf. also Gren fell's Papyri, 
i. 74 f. ) that he protected and was popular amongst 
his Jewish subjects. If so, the evidence against 
the theory that 3 Mac. records persecutions during 
his reign is increased. In the Prologue to Sir. the 
editor of the Gr. version states that he came to 
Egypt in the 30th year of Euergetes (B.C. 133, 
the reckoning being from the commencement of 
the joint reign of the brothers), and implies that by 
that time the entire OT had already been trans- 
lated for the beneiit of the Jews in'Egypt, prob- 
ably with special reference to the needs of those 
resident in the great centre of Leontopolis. The 
task appears to have been begun in the reign of 
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Philonator, possibly earlier, and may have been 
completed shortly before the visit of the writer of 
the Prologue. 

Literature. — Of Ptolemaic literature a good summary to, 
1886 is given in Wochsmuth's Eiuleitung in da* Studium der 
alien Genchiehte, 679 ff., whilst the articles, especially by Cless 
and by Wilcken, in the new edition of Pauly's Jtealeneyelopddie, 
ed. WHMwa, are invaluable. The principal sources are Justin's 
Epitome ; Pausanias, bk. L ; Jerome, Coin, on Dan. xi. ; 
Plu Arch's Lije of Cleomenei; Josephus, Diodorus, Polybius, 
and Livy, of which any edition with a good index will furnish 
a list of the scattered passages referring to the Ptolemies. 
Careful and ingenious use is made of inscriptions by Mahaffy in 
his Empire of the Ptolemiet, and in his sketch of the Ptolemaic 
Dynasty in the fourth volume of Petrie's Hit. of Egypt. 
Amongst the best connected histories are Droysen's Oetehxchte 
dee Ilellenitmut, and Strack's Dynastie der Ptiilemaer. For 
the inscriptions, in addition to the memoirs of the Egypt Ex- 

Sloration Fund, Wilcken's Archio fur Papyrus- fortehung, 
[ahaffy's Petrie Papyri in 8 vols, of 'Cunningham Memoirs' of 
the Royal Irish Academy, Revillout's Revue Egyptologique and 
Melanges, should be consulted. A great wealth of papyri has 
accumulated in the British Museum and the Louvre, at Leyrten, 
Turin, Rome, and elsewhere, and these are gradually being 
edited in separate memoirs or in one of the Egyptological 
periodicals by Orenfell, Hunt, and others ; but only a com- 
paratively small proportion relate to the period of the Ptolemies. 
For further or more general literature reference should be made 
to the bibliographical note at the close of the article on Eotpt, 
vol. L p. 667. K. W. MOSS. 

PUAH.— 1. (iqa ; *ovd) Ex 1», one of the Hebrew 
midwives in Egypt. Philo (Quis reivm divin. p. 
389 f., ed. 1613) identifies this name with 2, perhaps 
rightly, and explains, <Pova ipvOpav ipnijrtvtTai. 2. 
(m?B ; <bov&) Jg 10', of the tribe of Issachar, father 
of the minor judge Tola. Puah is called ' son of 
Dodo,' for which XXX and Syr. give the improb- 
able rendering, 'son of his [Abiinelech's] uncle.' 
A recension of LXX, represented by 8 minuscles, 
renders . . . vlbv <kova vlbv Kapii [Kapije] irarpaSiXtpov 
avrov, K.r.X. ; hence Hollenberg (ZATW i. 104 f.) 
concludes that Puah was the son of rnij (cf. 2 K 
25'^, Jer 40"), and that the name has fallen out 
of MT. Moore (Judges, p. 273) suggests that 
Kaptt is only a corruption of Issachar ; the MT 
is probably right. 3. In the lists of Issachar, 
Gn 4G 13 , Nu 20* (mp Puvah), 1 Ch 7 1 Puah 
appears as the brother, not the father of Tola. 
Both are probably names of clans rather than of 
individuals. 

The meaning of Puah is uncertain. The name 

has been connected with the Arab, j^j f6h, a plant 

yielding a red dye, « madder,' the Rubia tinctorum 
of Linn. In Talm. nns is used in this sense, e.g. 
Shabb. 896, Erub. 26'-. See Low (Aramdische 
Pflanzemuimcn, 251). If this be so, the connexion 
with Tola, ' the crimson worm,' is interesting. 
Lagarde [MittheU. iii. 1889, 281) takes puah to be 
a sea-weed = AOjrot, and explains that Issachar's son 
was so called because he used sea-weed in dyeing ; 
Issachar dwelt by the sea (Dt 33'*). But the rubia 
tinct. is not a sea- weed. G. A. Cooke. 

PUBLICAN (re\il>vr)t, from r Aoj, « tax ' ; Lat. publi- 
canus).— In the widest sense the word publicanus 
stands for any one who has business connexions 
with the State. It is usually employed in a nar- 
rower and more specific sense for a farmer-general 
of the revenue— by preference a man of equestrian 
rank (who was also sometimes designated 'manceps,' 
e.g. Cicero, Die. in (JceciUum, 33, and 'redemptor,' 
Div. ii. 47). The name was also given to the agents 
of the farmer of the revenue, whom he employed 
in collecting the taxes. In Palestine the taxes 
went to the imperial treasury (ftscus), not to that 
of the senate ((trarium). tinder the procurator 
the Juda-an taxes were paid through that official, 
whose primary function was the superintendence 
of the revenue. In the territories assigned to the 
petty kings and tetrarchs, such as that of Herod 



Antipas, the payment was made to those authori- 
ties. Even separate cities were allowed to collect 
their own taxes. An inscription in Greek and 
Aramaic at Palmyra, giving the custom tariff of a 
number of articles in the time of Hadrian, shows 
that the town had a certain authority in deter- 
mining the details of its own taxation (Schiirer, 
HJP I. ii. 6711'.). 

The publican leased the customs of a particular 
district for a fixed annual sum, gaining what the 
revenue yielded in excess of that amount, and 
being required to make good any deficiency. In 
earlier times even direct taxes had been farmed 
(Jos. Ant. XII. iv. 1, 3, 4, 5). But this was no 
longer the case in NT days. The publicans of 
whom we read in the Gospels were engaged in 
collecting the custom dues on exports (Marquardt, 
Rbmische Staatsvcrwaltung, ii. p. 261ft*.). Pliny 
mentions that merchants from Arabia paid custom 
dues at Gaza (UN xii. 03-65). In Jericho there 
was an ipxireXibvijt, possibly himself the farmer of 
the customs of that important trade centre. Most 
of the NT publicans could only have been tax- 
collectors, subordinate to the official who more 
strictly bore the name ' publicanus.' Publicans 
formed themselves into companies (societates publi- 
canorum), each member taking a quarter, or a 
lesser share, of the collecting and its profits or 
losses, according to the amount of capital invested. 
In the time of the Cu»ars the contract was for five 
years. 

It is evident that such a system as this would 
be liable to abuse, especially in a neglected and 
ill-governed province. It is expressly stated in 
the Palmyra inscription that the authorities 
should prevent the lessee of the customs from 
exacting anything beyond what was required by 
the law. Differences having arisen, a fixed tariff 
for a number of articles appears on the inscription 
to prevent misunderstandings and undue exactions. 
The unpopularity of the publican was partly due 
to his being a servant of the hated Roman govern- 
ment. This would be the case especial Iy in Judoea 
under the procurators. The case of Galilee under 
Herod Antipas was somewhat different; and yet 
the Herods were dependent on and subservient to 
Rome. For a Jew to engage in collecting the 
revenues that went to support the foreign domina- 
tion, was regarded as peculiarly mean and un- 
patriotic. If he grew rich it was on the spoils 
wrung: from his brethren by the oppressor. Conse- 
quently men who had a due regard for their own 
good name would shrink from accepting the office. 
This would lead to its falling into the hands of 
persons of doubtful reputation. Then the farm- 
ing of the customs was a direct incentive to dis- 
honesty. In Rabbinical literature the tax-gatherer 
is commonly treated as a robber. In NT publicans 
and sinners are commonly coupled as forming but 
one class. It would not be fair to accept the 
popular judgment on this matter as an unprejudiced^ 
assertion of the truth. Still, our Lord s gracious 
treatment of the publicans is no indication that 
He wished to clear their character from calumny, 
for He was equally gracious to persons of notori- 
ously bad character when He saw signs of amend- 
ment. Levi had been a publican, but he left his 
previous occupation on becoming a disciple of 
Jesus (Lk *>*'• ''*). Zacchreus declared that he had 
mended his ways, and was in the practice of making 
ample recompense for his previous extortions at 
the time when he met with Jesus (Lk 19 8 ). Our 
Lord's ministry was peculiarly acceptable to 
publicans (Lk 15 1 ). We have llo reference to any 
men of this class in the apostolic period. Acts and 
the Epistles never name the pubheans. 

Literature. — Schiirer, HJP I. ii. 17 ; Marquardt, RSmiieht 
StaaUverwaltung, ii. .201-270, 288-293 ; Pauly, Real-Eneyc, art. 
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' Publican ' ; Leyrer in Uenog'a Rtal-Encyc, art. ' Toll ' ; Herz- 
feld, HandeUgetehiehte dtr Juden, etc. 169 ff. ; Naquet, 'Det 
impdts indirect* cher lea Koniftinn,' etc. (BuTnia.n'eJahrftberichts, 
xix. 40tiff.) ; Cagnat, ' Etude himorique sur lea impc-ts indirects 
Rotnaina,' etc. (ib. xxvi. 245 ff.); Vijrie, Etudes tur Us imp6t* 
indirect* Roaaini; Edereheim, Jetui the Messiah, i. Sir. fl. 

W. F. Adeney. 

PUBLIUS, or more correctly Poplius (IIotXioj), 
the leading man in Malta when St. Paul was cast 
on the island by shipwreck. He was both rich 
and hospitable, and his father was among those 
who were healed by the apostle (Ac 28 7, 8 ). He is 
descrilted as 6 rpZros (rendered 1 the chief man ' in 
AV and RV), a title which seems to have been 
peculiar to Malta, but which has been proved from 
inscriptions to have had a technical significance 
there. These inscriptions, however, leave it doubt- 
ful whether the title indicates the chief magistrate 
of the island or one with an honorary rank. He 
may have been the delegate of the prater of 
Sicily, to whose jurisdiction Malta belonged. The 
name Poplius is the Gr. form of the pranomen 
Publius, but in this instance it may be the Gr. 
rendering of the nomen Popilius. Tradition says 
that he was the first bishop of Malta, and that 
afterwards he became bishop of Athens. 

W. MuiR. 

PUDENS (UodSrit, but a few cursives give 
Zrottfip ; Pudens). — A Christian at Rome in the 
tune of St. Paul's last imprisonment there, who 
sends greeting from him to Timothy (2 Ti 4 aI ). This 
is all that is certainly known of him, but conjecture 
has been rife in attempting to identify him with 
others of the same name. The name is Roman, 
often borne by Romans of good family, and common 
in the early Christian centuries. Ihus we find — 
(I) Aulus Pudens, a soldier, the friend of Martial, 
and husband of a British lady, Claudia (Mart. 
Epigr. iv. 13 ; xi. 53). (2) Titus Claudius Pudens, 
husband of Claudia Quintilla, whose inscription 
to a lost child has been found between Rome and 
Ostia (CIL vi. 15,066). (3) Pudens, a son of 
Pudentinus, a Roman who gave the site for a 
temple which the British king Cogidubnus erected 
to Neptune (CIL vii. 17). (4) Mievius Pudens, 
employed by Otho to corrupt Galba's friends 
(Tac. Hist. i. 24). (5) Pudens, a Roman knight, 
killed at the siege of Jerusalem (Jos. BJ VI. ii. 10). 
(6) Pudens, a Roman senator, said by Roman 
tradition to have been the host of St. Peter at 
Rome (Baronius, Ann. Eccl. ad A.D. 44, Martyr. 
Horn, ad May 19 ; Lipsius, Apocryph. Apostel-leg. 
ii. 1. 207, 418). (7) Pudens, father of Pudentiana 
and Praxedes, c. A.D. 100. 

The Greek Mennen, appealing to the authority of 
Dorotheus, regards Pudens as having been one of the 
seventy disciples, who afterwards accompanied St. 
Paul on his missionary journeys, and was beheaded 
under Nero. His memory is honoured with that 
of Aristarchus and Trophiinus in the Greek Church 
on April 14. The Roman Church tended to identify 
him with the host of St. Peter (6), who was appar- 
ently confused with (7) (see Acta Sanctorum for 
May 19, where the editor distinguishes between 
the two). English writers have attempted to 
identify him with (1) and (3). This is possible, but 
cannot be regarded as proved (cf. art. Claudia). 
So many of the name were soldiers, that the con- 
jecture may be hazarded that Pudens was one of 
the soldiers who had been in charge of St. Paul, 
perhaps one to whom he had been chained while a 
prisoner. W. Lock. 

PUL (Vw, 4>w5X, *o..d, *o\($x, *oXi6t).— The As- 
syrian Pulu. See TlGLATil-PILESER. 

PUL.— Is 66". See Put, p. 177*. 

PULPIT.— This term occurs only in Neh 8*11 1 Es 



9" in connexion with the reading of the Law, when 
Ezra is said to have stood ' upon a pulpit of wood ' 
(ry-^ji?- 1 ?!;, LXX /9*}/*a S<>\ivot>). The Heb. word 
which is frequent in the sense of 'tower* (cf. 
AVm and RVm at Neh 8*), means any elevated 
structure. Ezra's ' pulpit,' like its Latin original, 
pulpitum, probably corresponded rather to what 
we should call a ' platform ' or ' stage.' 

J. A. Selbie. 

PULSE (O'&i zcrotm, o'jj™ zerdnim, Dn l"- 18 ). 
— The words in the original do not refer to any 
special plant, or even order of plants, but only 
to things soum. The purpose of Daniel and his 
companions was to be tried on a purely vegetable 
diet. An Arab, word of similar meaning, but 
more restricted, is kvtniyyeh (pi. kntdni), which 
is defined as 'grains, with the exception of wheat, 
barley, raisins, and dates,' or as 'those grains 
which are cooked, as lentils, mash ( Vigna Nilo- 
tica), horse beans, beans, and chick peas.' The 
latter delinition would correspond well with the 
Eng. 'pulse,' which refers to the edible seeds of 
the order Leguminosa. It is said that they are 
called by this name in Arab, from the root katan, 
' to dwell,' because they last well, or because they 
are necessary to those who dwell in houses. Other 
authorities define kntdni to be khilf, i.e. all summer 
vegetables, which would make the exact equivalent 
of zf.ro im and zerdnim. 

•Pulse' in 2S 17^ is not in the Heb. original. 
The word ' parched ' ("Sp = roasted or toasted) 
occurs twice in this verse, once after kemah = 
' meal,' following wheat and barley, and it* 
'parched corn' (see Wheat); and again, aftei 
beans and lentils, and tr* 1 'parched pulse.' It is 
customary to roast immature chick peas (Arab. 
hummus) in the oven, and eat them. The natives 
are exceedingly fond of them when prepared in 
this way. The allusion in the above passage is 
doubtless to grains roasted in the oven or toasted 
over the fire. See Parched. G. E. Post. 

PUNISHMENTS. — See Crimes and Punish- 
ments. 

PUNITE8 (W, B 6 *ovael, A *oval).— The gen- 
tilic name from Puvah, Nu 26 M . See Puah, No. 3. 
Siegfried-Stade suggest that the Heb. name should 
perhaps be pointed 'ij^. 

PUNON (jiw, B <t>ei*<I>, A *ivd>, F 4t»><£i>). — A station 
in the journeyings of the children of Israel, men- 
tioned only in Nu 33* 1 - «. The LXX renders it in 
the same way as Pinon, the name of one of the 
' dukes ' of Ed oin (Gn 36"). Eusebius (s.v. ^wii>») 
and Jerome (s.v. ' Faenon ') speak of it as formerly 
a city of the dukes of Edom, and identify it with 
a place between Petra and Zoar, called ■Sv.ivuv, 
where mines were worked (Onomast. ed. Lag. pp. 
155 and 288). A. T. Chapman. 

PUR AH (.t$ !' branch ' = .tjk^ Is 10"; !« wine- 
press ' = .T7B Is 63 s ; LXX *apd).— Gideon's 'ser- 
vant,' lit. 'young man' (iyj, LXX wai8dpioi>, Vulg. 
puer), i.e. armour-bearer, Jg 7 10f - ; cf. 9", 1 S 14 1, • 
2 S 20". G. A. Cooke. 

PURCHASE.— To purchase (from Old Fr. pour- 
chasser, i.e. pour ' for ' and chasser ' to chase ') is 
to pursue after a thing, hence to acquire. The 
sense is now narrowed to acquiring by payment. 
For the wider meaning cf. Melvill, friary, p. 42, 
' Mr Andro Melvill . . . -with grait difficultie pur- 
chassit leave of the kirk and magistrates of Genev 
. . . and takin jorney cam hamwart'; Knox, 
First Blast (Arber's reprint, p. 7), ' The veritie of 
God is of that nature, that at one time or at other, 
it will pourchace to it selfe audience ' ; Article xxv. 
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4 They that receave them nnworthyly purchase to 
them selves damnation.' This wider meaning is also 
seen in Ac 20' J8 ' the church of God which he hath 
purchased with his own blood ' (f)r Ttpuxoi-fiaaro) ; 
and in 1 Ti 3" ' They that have used the office of 
a deacon well purchase to themselves a good de- 
gree' {TeptTotovvrai, RV 'gain'). Cf. Ps 84 s in 
metre — 

•The swallow also for herself 
Hath purchased a nest.' 

J. Hastings. 
PURGE. — Like Lat. purgare- and Fr. purger, 
the verb to ' purge ' was formerly used in the 
widest sense of to cleanse or purify. Hence Ps 51 7 
' Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean,' 
referring to the ceremony of dipping a bunch of 
hyssop (see Hyssop) in blood and sprinkling the 
leper or defiled person (Lv 14 4 , Nu 19 18 ) ; Mt 3' a 
'He will throughly purge (RV 'cleanse') his 
floor' ; Mk 7"* ' purging all meats' (RV ' making 
all meats clean,' i.e. ceremonially, see Swete's 
note); Jn 15 s 'Every branch that beareth fruit, 
he purgeth it' (RV 'cleanseth it') ; He l 8 'when 
he had by himself purged our sins' (RV 'made 
purification of sins ). Cf. the tr. of 1 Jn 3 s in 
Udall, Erasmus' NT, * And every man that hath 
thys hope in him, purgeth himself, even as he also 
is pure' ; Wyclifs tr. of- .la 4 8 ' ye synners dense 
the hondis, and ye double in soule purge ye the 
hertis'; and the Act of Henry VIII. (1543) pro- 
hibiting Tindale's Translation, 'The person or 
persons being detecte or complained on, shal be 
admitted to purge and trie his or theyr innocency 
by other witnesse.' J. HASTINGS. 

PURIFICATION.— See Unclean. 

PURIM (on?s or o-?»n -r»).— A Jewish festival of 
whose origin and institution we have an account in 
the Book of Esther. There we are informed that 
the festival had its rise in the resting and rejoicing 
of the Jews in Persia after their slaughter of their 
enemies on 13th Adar, in the 12th year of king 
Ahasuerus (i.e. Xerxes, B.C. 473). That was the 
day which Human, the grand vizier, had chosen by 
lot [=pur, Est 3 7 ) for the extermination of the 
Jews throughout the Pers. empire. Owing to the 
fact that in Susa the conflict was renewed on 14th 
Adar, the ' day of feasting and gladness ' in that 
city fell on the 15th. It was therefore enacted, as 
we learn from what appears to be an interpolation 
({p-**), by an ordinance of Mordecai, the successor 
of Hainan, confirmed by Esther the queen (who 
were chiefly instrumental in procuring the deliver- 
ance), that there should be an annual celebration of 
the feast in all time coming, among the Jews and 
their seed, both on 14th and 15th Adar; 'that they 
should make them days of feasting and gladness, 
and of sending portions one to another and gifts 
to the poor.' No religious services were enjoined, 
and the observance seems to have been at first 
merely of a convivial and charitable nature ; but 
ultimately it was accompanied with the reading of 
the Bk. of Esther in the synagogue, the whole con- 
gregation joining enthusiastically in the closing 
passages relating to Mordecai's triumph, and, at the 
mention of Haman, hissing, stamping, gesticulating 
and crying out, ' Let his name be blotted out ; let 
the name of the wicked perish,' while the reader 
pronounced the names of Hainan's ten sons all in 
one breath to indicate that they expired at the 
same moment. This reading of 'the Megilla,' pre- 
ceded and followed by a special benediction, com- 
mencing in each case with the words, ' Blessed art 
thou, Lord our God, king of the universe,' takes 
place both on the evening of the 13th of Adar, 
which is observed as a fast-day (called ' the Fast of 
Esther,' traceable from the 9th cent. ; cf. I 81 4 8 ), 
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and on the morning of the 14th, which along 
with the 15th is devoted to celebrations of a 
festive. and social character, as enjoined in Scrip- 
ture, but without any prohibition of labour. To 
the influence of the Bk. of Esther the festival seems 
to have largely owed its popularity (Buxtorf, Syn. 
Jud. 24, and Ginsburg in Kitto's Cycl.). Apart 
from that book, the following are the only allusions 
to the subject that have been discovered in ancient 
literature. Referring to the commemoration of 
the victory over the Syrian general Nicanor on 
13th Adar (B.C. 161), 2 Mac (15 88 ), which was prob- 
ably written a little before the beginning of the 
Christian era, mentions that the anniversary fell 
on the day before ' Mordecai's day.' 1 Mac (about 
a century earlier) is silent on the point, although 
it mentions (7*) the institution of ' Nicanor's day.' 
Josephus, writing about the close of the 1st cent. 
A.D., gives an account of the feast (Ant XI. vi. 13), 
and mentions that in his day it was observed by 
the Jews throughout the world on the 14th and 
15th Adar, which days they called Qpovpaiovt. In 
the Meg. Taanith (xii. 31), which existed in the 
2nd cent. A.D., these two days are also mentioned 
as ' the days of Purim,' when ' mourning is for- 
bidden.' By some ' the Feast of the Jews' (Jn 5', 
cf. 4 aB 6*) is identified with Purim ; but the inference 
is questionable, as the latter never had any special 
connexion with Jerus., and was not likely, as 
actually celebrated, to be very attractive to the 
Saviour (but see Milligan-Moufton on Jn 5'). 

With regard to the historical origin of Purim, 
there has been during the last half-century a 
growing tendency to reject the narrative in the Bk. 
of Esther, largely owing to the difficulty of finding 
any Persian word with which the name Pur can be 
identified. Various theories have been advanced to 
show- that the festival had quite a different origin. 

1. According to Re\ua(Getch.A T, 1 473), following J.D. Michaelis 
(Ge$eh. AT), it may have grown out of the Nicanor-festival on 
13th Adar, the latter losing its historical significance in lb- 
course of an eventful century or two, and thus becoming a pre- 
paratory fast to ' Mordecai's day,' whose strong hold upon the 
popular mind (notwithstanding the misgivings of the Great 
Synagogue, Meg. hxx. 4) was due to the popularity of the Bk. of 
Est her, with which it was so oioeeiy connected. This theory, how- 
ever, leaves the Purim mystery unsolved, and it is negatived by 
the fact that even so late as in the Meg. Taanith (xii. 30) the 18th 
Adar Is spoken of as ' Nicanor's day.' 

2. J. Furst (Kanon AT) and E. Meier {Heb. Wrtb.) trace 
Purim directly to a Pers. spring-festival (adopted by the Jews hi 
Susa), and suppose the name to be connected with Pers. bahar= 
spring. Zunz (ZDMG xxvii.) takes a similar view, regarding the 
Bk. of Esther as designed to invest the festival with a Jewish 
character when it could no longer be got rid of ; while Meyboom 
gives the idea a practical form by supposing Haman to be an 
emblem of winter overcome by the sun (Esther) and the moon 
(Mordecai). 

3. Hitzig (GeteA. Jtr.) observes that Pkur in mod. Arabic = 
New Year (cf. purva=tke first), and argues for a New Tear's 
festival of Parthian origin which the Bk. of Esther (after B.C 238) 
was designed to commend to the Jewish nation generally, its 
historical elements, such as they are. being derived from the 
early Arsacid, not the Aohasmenid period. 

4. A more remarkable theory is that which was originated 
by von Hammer In 1827 (Wien. Jahrimeh Lit.), and elabo- 
rated and developed by Lagarde in his 'Purim,* Sin Beitrag 
zur Geieh. der Religion (1887), according to which the feast u 
a Judaic transformation of the old Zoroastrian Farwordigan 
(Festival of the Dead), observed on the last ten days of the 
year, including five intercalary days. Lagarde (while also 
ascribing an influence to the ftmyi^m of Herod, iii. 79, and to 
a Fett det Unbartigen) endeavours to make out a linguistic 
connexion between the Pers. name just mentioned and the 
various phases of the Greek name by which Purim is represented 
in the Septuagint (viz. fr*#«', t*vpfi*!m, smvp*U,\ finding 
in these the element* of New-Pers. Pirdigdn, which he identifies 
with the frvpiiyi; mentioned by the Byz. Menander as a Per*, 
feast in the 6th cent, and inferring the original Gr. form to have 
been tp»uitu» = Heb. Purdaia (K'TTis), while he explains away 
the Heb. "*B by supposing that the original reading (37) may 
have been, not Kin "B9, but ~;C"}9 (pharmanah) = Pers. firman 
(edict). Renan takes a similar view (Livre iv. H i*t . du P. (Tltr.), 
tracing the name to Pers. Foimti (Aram. Pourdai, Heb. Phour- 
dim=Phourim), and supposes the festival to have acquired its 
halo- of Jewish romance in the time of the Maccabees. The ety- 
mological argument, however, is very precarious, popular usage 
in such a case being little influenced by corruptions of text. 
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and the various Or. readings being too easily accounted for by 
the errors of Alexandrian copyists to Justify us in using them 
to correct such a good Heb. text, even if the derivation from 
Fanrardtgan were better supported than it is (for objections 
see Halevy in the llev. des Etudes Juices, 1887, who derives the 
LXX forms from the Or. $ptvpK = guard). 

5. Another theory which has been recently advanced with no 
less confidence is that of Gratz {Monalsschrift Ges. u. Witt. d. J ud. 
xxxv. 10- 12). He traces Purim to Heb. .tj»b (parah) = wine-press, 
supposing the feast to have been due to the adoption by the 
Jews in Palestine (in the reign of Ptolemy iv. Philopator, B.C. 
222-205, through the Hellenixing influence of Joseph the tribute- 
collector,— Jos. Ant. ill. iv.) of the Or. festival ni9oi>;« = jar- 
opening, corresponding to the Vinalia of the Romans, alleging 
in support of his theory the riotous mirth and the making of 
presents of wine which characterized that Bacchanalian season. 
The linguistic argument, however, is seen to be more apparent 
than real when it is noticed that wine-press suggests, not spring 
(when the Anthesteria were held, of which the Pithoigia formed 
part), but autumn, and that the A nthesteria lasted for three days. 
Moreover, it is scarcely conceivable that such a Or. institution 
could have gained in the course of a generation or two such a 
strong bold on the affections of the Jews as to resist the anti- 
Hellenic reaction which set in under the Maccabees within half 
a century afterwards. 

6. Still more recently Zimmern (ZATW, 1891) has derived the 
Feast of Purim from the Bob. Zagmuku (otherwise Akttu), an 
ancient New Year's festival, celebrated with great pomp and 
mirth in the opening days of Nisan (cf. Est S 7 ). This was 
remarkable chiefly for an assembly (Assyr. puhru, easily passing 
into the meaning of feast, cf. »i>»i and cctna, eonvirium) of the 
gods, which was held under the presidency of the Bab. tutelar 
deity Marduk, Merodaeh (cf. Mordeeai), in a chamber forming 
part of > larger room (ifbeugina = room of the puhru) in his 
temple E-SagUa, for the purpose of settling the fates of the king 
and the whole nation for the coming year (cf. the lot of Est 
S 7 ff" ). This celebration represented a similar mythical assembly 
of the gods, supposed to be held in a mysterious spot in the for 
East, which, again, had its prototype in a convivial assembly of 
the gods on the eve of the creation (see art. Babylonia, vol. i. 
217*), at which Marduk was appointed to overcome the rival 
power Tidmat, and carry out the work of creation. In this 
connexion Marduk is significantly called 'the arranger of the 
puhru of the gods.' In Tidmat Zimmern thinks we may find 
the original of Human (as in Marduk of Mordeeai); and in 
the story of the fik. of Esther he sees a Jewish transformation 
of the Bab. legend (Bel and the Dragon), the change of date 
from Nisan to Ador being due to the desire to keep it a month 
earlier than the solemn Passover. 

Confirmation of this theory in a modified form is offered by 
Jensen (WZKM vi. 47 ff. 209 ff. ; see also his communication to 
Wildeboer, quoted by the latter in his Comm. on 'Esther' in 
Marti's Kurzrr Hdcomm. p. 173), who suggests the identification 
of Hainan with an Elamite god Humba-ba = Hummam (cor- 
responding to 'he Bab. Marduk), of Hainan's wife Zeresh with 
HummanVs consort Kirisa, and of Vashti with an Elamite 
divinity Wasti, while at the same time pointing out that Esther 
— Bab. Istar, and that Hadassa in Bab. ■ bride. He also makes 
out Istar to be a cousin of Marduk, as Esther of Mordeeai. 
With this mythology he connects the Bob. New Year's epic 
which celebrates, in twelve parte, the changing fortunes of 
Eabani (Marduk), and he finds in the Bk. of Esther a combina- 
tion of these and other elements of a more popular character 
relating to the Babylonian conquest of the Elsmites, the whole 
being wrought up by Jewish fancy amid Pers. surroundings. 

Wildeboer, while accepting this theory, combines with it the 
idea of a festival of the dead (All-Souls'-Day), as suggested by 
Logarde above, and applied by Sen wall. v (Leben naeh dem Tode, 
42 ff.). Hence the feastings and fastings and sending of gifts- 
repasts and offerings for the dead being a usual accompaniment 
of such commemorations in Persia and elsewhere ; hence, too, 
the absence of the name of God from a story intended for such 
semi-heathenish rites, as its introduction in such a connexion 
would have given offence to the religious authorities and pre- 
vented its admission to the synagogue. 

A different version of the same theory is given by Br. Melasner 
(ZDMQ, 1896X He traces back the Jewish festival through its 
Persian medium to the festivities referred to by Berosus under 
the name of 2i»«, which he identifies (on doubtful etymological 
grounds) with the Bab. Zogniuk, as popularly understood and 
observed. In the celebration of this festival, which was of so 
merry a character that Istar, the goddess of love, naturally 
acquired a more prominent place in it than Marduk, it was 
usual for a slave, arrayed in royal apparel, to rule over the 
nobles for five days, and something like a reversal of the 
ordinary social relations took place. Meissner supposes the 
Jews to have become acquainted with it in 8usa, and to have 
appreciated it so much in their state of subjection as to per- 
petuate it in a form that was specially fitted to glorify their 
own nation. 

In the Expositor, Aug. 1896, Mr. C. H. W. Johns calls atten- 
tion to the fact, as brought out by Peiser in the KeUinsehriftliehe 
Bibliot. vol. iv. p. 107, that the Assyr. word puru means ' term 
of office,' ' turn,' and holds Purim to be derived from Puru, 
which is free from the ineffaceable guttural in puhru, as the 
common designation of the New Year's feast on it* secular side 
fin connexion with the accession of offlcialsX as distinguished 
from its sacred names and associations, with which the Jews 
could have no sympathy. 

According to a conjecture of M. J. de Goeje'a, favoured by 



Kuenen, the story of Esther is derived from the same Persian 
tradition as the tale of The Thousand and One Hights, which 
has a similar heroine in Scheherazade. 

The word Pur has sometimes been supposed to 
belong to the same root as Pers. p&re and Lat. 
pars, out Halevy traces it to a lost Aram, word 
■tab, from root to = to break in pieces, after the 
analogy of other Semitic tongues, in which the idea 
of 'lot' is closely related to that of fraction, or 
partition, with which he connects the distribution 
of gifts at the feast. Another suggestion is that 
it may have denoted some object (cf. urn, dice, 
cards) used, in casting lota,— such as Dieulafoy 
(Rev. des Et. Juires, 1888) claims to have dis- 
covered in the excavations of the Memnonium at 
Susa, in the shape of a quadrangular prism, bearing 
different numbers on its four faces, which he thinks 
may have been used for casting lots, the name our 
(like Sanskrit pur 'fulness,' Pers. pur ' full,' Lat. 
plenus, Fr. ptein) having reference to its solid 
form. But Jensen (quoted by Wildeboer as above) 
derives the word from Assyr. puru or burn = stone, 
used in a metaphorical sense analogous to that of 
Vru and fri<po%. 

In subsequent times the Feast of Purim has often 
been the means of sustaining the faith of Jewish 
communities when in imminent danger of destruc- 
tion at the hands of their enemies, of which we are 
reminded by the Cairene Purim (Furin al-Miz- 
rnyim) and the Purim-Vincent, designed to com- 
memorate the deliverance of the Jews in Cairo and 
Frankfort in 1524 and 1616. 

It may be added that the distinction between 
* Great Purim ' and ' Little Purim,' referring to the 
two celebrations that used to take place in leap- 
year, in Adar and Ve-Adar respectively, cannot be 
traced to an earlier period than the 2nd cent. a.d. 

LiraATOML— Besides the authorities cited above, see the 
literature referred to in art. Esther, and, further, Derenbourg, 
Hist, de la Pal 442 ff. ; W. R. Smith, OTJC, 184 n. 

J. A. M'CLYMONT. 

PURITY.— This word, in subst. form, is not 
found in AV or RV of OT, and occurs only twice 
in NT, 1 Ti 4" 5» (AtwIo), the RV adding, however, 
a third instance when it accepts (with K B) «ti 
rijs ayworrrrot at 2 Co 11 s . The form 'pureness' 
occurs once in NT, 2 Co 6" (ayvOrvi), and three times 
in OT, Job 22*», Is I s8 , Pr 22" (Heb. being bar in 
the two former passages, and tah&r in the last, and 
the LXX reproduction being nearest to exactness in 
the io-lat x«P«* of Proverbs). In all these instances 
the use of 'purity' is ethical. This ethical use is 
one of the functions of all the Heb. and Gr. words 
constituting the family of purity, though it would 
be an error to say that any one of these words is 
never used ceremonially ; eve*n bdrar (primarily = 
' separate ') is ceremonial in at least one passage, 
Is 52". And, of course, there is the literal use 
also, as, for instance, to describe gold when free 
from alloy (Ex 25" et al., tdh6r, KaBapbs; cf. Rev 
21 a ). But the Eng. translators have preferred 
'purity' and its family for the ethical region 
(though they have never so used 'purification,' and 
have not restricted ' purify '), and have preferred 
'clean ' (though 'cleanness' is almost always ethical) 
for the double office of ethical and ceremonial. In 
the Gr. usage there are similar preferences. 'Ayrbt, 
iyvela, ayrbrnt, ayvws (Ph 1" only, RV 'sincerely') 
are in NT exclusively ethical, though not so ex- 
clusively ayvifa, and not at all iytnauln (Ac 21* 
only) ; in LXX aywbt is almost always ethical, 
though never ayvlfa, ayptla, or iypio~u!>% (Jer 6* is 
doubtful ; Heb. = ' rest for your souls,' LXX ren- 
dering ayptffuds, which may be intended to mean 
national purification from idolatry) ; ayvbrnt and 
ayvu/s do not occur ; while KaOapis, tahCr, is in LXX 
mainly ceremonial, and in NT, as is natural, nearly 
always ethical ; indeed, in Tit 1" (xebra KaOapa roU 
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Ka0apo«) the idea of ceremonial or Levitical im- 
purity, already ignored in the spiritual Psalms 
[e.g. Ps 119), is overtly surrendered (cf. Mt IS"**, 
Mk 7 U ). 'Ayvfc and its immediate correlates are 
doubtless connected with the more comprehensive 
family of fi-ytos, but form at the same time a distinct 
branch confined to one aspect of holiness, holiness 
and purity remaining so far distinct throughout 
OT. "A-yioj, kadosh, * holy,' as separate, as related to 
God, who is absolutely separate from all evil, is in 
OT used fundamentally, not of ethical qualities, but 
of position — the position of God as unapproachable 
in majesty, power, and goodness ; the position of 
men as consecrated to and by God, and therein and 
thereby summoned to be separate, in God-likeness, 
from all the defilements of heathenism (Lv 19* ll 44 ); 
and, finally, the position of material things as 
related to the service of God or the consecrated 
position of men. One of the most prominent of 
the defilements of heathenism was sensuality, and 
to this the family of dyvb* stands especially opposed, 
both in classical Greek (cf. iyvii with Artemis in 
Homer, and the use of ayv6s in Soph. Antig. 880, 
and Dem., ado. Near. 59, 78) and in sacred Greek 
(cf. 4 Mac 18 7 - 8 , and 2 Co ll 3 , Tit 2»); yet it often 
takes a wider sweep and covers purity of motive 
(Ja 4 8 , 1 P I s3 ), and of character generally (1 Co 11 s , 
Ja 3", 1 Jn 3 J , and in LXX Ps 11 (12)« 18 (19)», 
Pr 20*). 

In NT dyvit and xaBapbt may perhaps be dis- 
tinguished (see Westcott on 1 Jo 3 s ) as predomi- 
nantly connoting feeling and state respectively, 
ayrbt (cf. &fo/x«u) implying a shrinking from pollu- 
tion, while xaOapis expresses simply the fact of 
cleanness. Hence the ayvlfa iavrbr in 1 Jn 3* and 
the dyvlaare Kapdias in Ja 4 8 penetrate more deeply 
towards the root of the matter than the Ka.0aplaa.Tt 
Xetpat of the latter passage, or even than the xaOa- 
pl$ti ifnas of 1 Jn l 7 , the KaOapiay i)nat of 1 Jn l 9 , and 
the KtkOapla-g \a6v of Tit 2 14 , in proportion as the 
purification by the man of his external acts, or 
the purification by the external influence (if we 
may so speak) of God or Christ, has less to do with 
internal and personal feeling than the effort of 
the man upon his inner life. Westcott also dis- 
tinguishes iyyut and KaOapbs from &ytos, in that the 
latter is ' holy absolutely in itself or in idea,' while 
dyvbs and xaOapbt ' admit the thought or the fact of 
temptation or pollution.' So 'a man is &yio% in 
virtue of his divine destination (He 10 10 ) to which 
he is gradually conformed (He 10 14 ),' while he is 
Ka.0a.pbi or dyvus according (we may add) as we 
regard his state or the internal discipline by which, 
on the human Bide, the state is attained. If these 
distinctions hold, we shall, with Westcott, inter- 
pret the phrase ' even as he is pure ' {dyvln), 1 Jn 3 8 , 
not of God (of whom ayvto could not be predicated), 
but of Christ in the light of the discipline of His 
human life. 

Another word, which AV translated ' pure ' in 
2 P 3 1 ('your pure minds'), and which is very 
closely allied to dyvbt, is tlhucpuHii (-eta or -jo), a 
word of uncertain etymology (see Lightfoot on 
Ph but of no uncertain significance. It is 
now, in RV, in all five passages where it occurs, 
rendered by 1 sincere ' (or its subst. ), that is, un- 
mixed, a sense which it bears in the only place 
where it is found in LXX, Wis 7 a8 , Wisdom being 
there spoken of as an ' un mingled effluence of the 
glory of the Almighty.' Trench {NT Synon. 6 
p. 3l)9) is probably correct in distinguishing e/Xt- 
icpurfit from Kadapjs, as denoting (the former) freedom 
from the falsehoods of life and (the latter) freedom 
from its pollutions. "0<ru>t, which is associated with 
words for * purity ' at He 7 s8 , has special reference 
to piety, i.e. reverence for the acknowledged sanc- 
tities of law and religion. See Clean, Holiness, 
and Unclean. J. Massie. 



PURPLE (|?n* 'argdmdn ; Aram. n,f)K 'argewdn 
(Dn 5 7, 14 ) ; Arab, urjuwdn ; votxpvpa, purpura). — 
This dye was extracted from the shell-fish Murex 
trunculus, L., and M. brandaris, L., and some- 
times from Purpura htemastoma. Large heaps 
of the shells of these molluscs are found near 
Tyre, and outside the south gate of Sidon. The 
dye was known as Tyrian purple. It was extracted 
from the throat of the animal, each one yielding 
a single drop. The exact colour is uncertain, as 
the art of extracting the dye is lost. The fluid 
is at first white, then, by exposure, becomes green, 
and finally reddish purple. The purple (■woppvpovv) 
robe (IfidTior) of Jn 18* (cf. ■woptpiipa.v , Mk 15 17 ) is 
called scarlet {x\a/u>Sa kokkI»w) in Mt 27*. See, 
further, art. Colours in vol. i. p. 437 b . 

G. E. Post. 

PURSE.— See Bag. 

PURTENANCE (an abbrev. of 'appurtenance,' 
from Lat. apertinere, through Old FY. apartenir, 
apurtenaunse) means properly whatever pertains 
to, and in its single occurrence in AV (Ex 12*) is 
used for the intestines of the Passover lamb (RV 
' inwards'). The tr. is from Tindale. Wyclif has 
• entrayls.' Cf. Babces Book, p. 275, ' Kydde roste 
with ye heed and the portenaunce on lamb and 
pygges feet, with vinegre and percely theron.' 

J. Hastings. 

PURYETOR, i.e. 'provider' (Fr. pourvoyeur, 
from Old Fr. proveoir or poroeoir = Lat. providers), 
occurs only in To 1" of Tobit, who obtained grace 
and favour in the eyes of Enemessar and became 
his purveyor (iyopaar^i). The iyopturr^i (lit. 
1 buyer') was the slave who had to buy provisions 
for the house (Xen. Mem. I. v. 2) ;. cf. the Lat. 
obsonator (Plant. Mil. III. i. 73; Sen. Ep. 47). 

J. A. Seldir. 

PUT (AV Phut, except in 1 Ch l 8 , Nah 3 8 ).— 
Name of an African nation ; dib, LXX <J>ot>5 in Gn, 
Ch (A in Ch *oi>r, Genes. Cotton. QovO), in the 
Prophets Mfivet (except Nah 3", where the render- 
ing 4>vyii appears,* with a false division of the 
verse) ; the marginal additions of Q (Marehali- 
anus) twice explain the name fancifully as arbfia ; 
Vulg. Phuth, Phut (Ch), in the Prophets Libyes, 
Libya (Ezk 30 5 — so AV in Jer and Ezk). 

In Gn 10 8 , 1 Ch l 8 , Put is the third son of Hain. 
In the Prophets, warriors from Put are principally 
associated with the armies of Egypt as auxiliaries. 
Jer 46* ' Cush and Put, that handle the shield, and 
the Ludim, that handle and bend the bow,' are 
among ' the mighty men ' of Egypt. In Ezk 30 s 
we have a similar enumeration of auxiliaries 
beginning with Cush and Put. In Nah 3 B Thel>es 
(No-amon) has Ethiopia and Egyptas ' herstrength,' 
Put and Lubim as her ' helpers.' A distinction 
seems to be made here between the subjects of 
the Ethiopian - Egyptian empire and the inde- 
pendent tribes, living farther off, who appear to 
have served the Pharaohs only as mercenaries. 
In Ezk 27 10 Tyrus is said to have had Persia and 
Lud and Put in her army. An employment of 
E. African mercenaries in Tyrus is strange, 
although it does not present greater difficulties 
than the connexion with various other remote 
nations, like Persia (but see below). In Ezk 38 3 , 
however, the circumstance that in the army of the 
Northern prince Gog from Magog ' Persia, Cush, 
and Put ' apj>ear among the various barbarians from 
Asia Minor, is very surprising. If we do not wish 
to accuse the prophet of senselessly accumulating 
here all obscure names of remote nations known 

• This blunder seems to be one of the rare instances where 
the Egyptian tongue influenced the Alexandrian translators. 
DiB does not exist in Hebrew, nor does it mean ' to flee ' in the 
Semitic lanfruajres, but Coptic has wit ' to run. to flee." Some 
MSS read *,Ci also in Ezk 27>» ; see Kield. Htxopla. 
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to him, it is most natural to assume a corruption 
of the text, due to a reader's having enlarged it 
from other passages (from 27 10 ?). A blunder of 
the scholarly Ezekiel, who displays such a wide 
knowledge of geography, especially in ch. 27, is 
not very probable. Otherwise, Put would be 
another country than the one usually designated 
(see below). The passage must certainly be used 
with caution. On the other hand, Is 6Q l " seems to 
come in here : ' Pul and Lud, that draw the bow,' 
as the most remote nations. The reading ♦otfJ for 
Pul in the LXX (g <t>o6d) confirms the evident 
emendation to Put. 

These biblical passages are insufficient to deter- 
mine the situation of the country. However, 
apart from the difficult and doubtful name Lud, 
we see the Libyans repeatedly distinguished from 
Put, e.g. in Gn 10 1S (see Lehadim) and Nah 3" 
(see Lubim), also in Ezk 30 s , where we must read 
Lub instead of Cub, after the LXX. Therefore 
the guess of the LXX at the Libyans has little 
probability. We have rather to look to the east 
of Africa. 

The best interpretation of the name, which is 
now being more and more generally accepted, is 
the identification with the country Punt (or rather 
Puent ?) of the Egyptian inscriptions.* The Per- 
sian list of tributary countries in Naksh-i-Rustam 
(Spiegel, Pers. Keilinschr. 3 119) enumerates Knsh- 
iya, Putiya, and Masiya (Babylonian translation 
Ptita, K-Ol&u, Maqqil), confirming the view that 
Put (with assimilation of the n) was the form of 
the name used by all Semites, and that it signified 
a part of N. Eastern Africa. The Egyptians pro- 
nounced t after n regularly with a sound which 
the Greeks translated by 3 (cf. <$ou8 with the 
correct rendering, not of the Hebrew, but of the 
Egyptian pronunciation), the Semites by b. So 
Put stands for Pu(n)t, quite regularly. 

The Egyptian inscriptions mention this country 
of Punt (later form Pune) very frequently after c. 
3000 B.c. According to the latest investigations, it 
comprised the whole African coast of the Red Sea 
from the desert E. of Upper Egypt to the modern 
Somali country.t Parts of it, evidently only those 
in the north '(between Souakin and Massoua ?), 
were tributary to the great conquering Pharaohs 
of the 18th dynasty. Whether the masters of 
Egypt in prophetic time extended their power so 
far south is uncertain. But at all times there was 
intercourse and commerce between Egypt and the 
southern rich parts of Punt both by land, through 
the Nnbian desert, and by water. We have 
various inscriptions referring to commercial naval 
expeditions sent by the Pharaohs, especially in 
the 12th, 18th, and 20th dynasties, of which 
that in the time of queen JJat-sheps(o)ut has 
become most famous by the fine pictures illus- 
trating it upon the walls of the temple of Deir 
el-Bahri in Western Thebes. Already in the 
5th dynasty king Assa received a member of the 
African dwarf-tribes from Punt. The treasures of 
Punt were : slaves, cattle, gold (from a region 
called 'Amau), ivory, ebony, ostrich- feathers and 
-eggs, rare live animals (especially monkeys), grey- 
hounds for hunting, gum, and a number of fra- 
grant substances from various trees or shrubs. The 

• Due to O. Ebers in bis Atgypten und die Bueher Mote"!, p. 
64, accepted, e.g., by Stade (de Jta. vat. J%th.). On the weak 
attempt at contradiction by Dillmann, aee the present writer's 
Atien, p. 115. 

t A great mass of earlier literature on the much discussed 
situation of this country is antiquated. Formerly scholars 
tried to identify Punt with Southern Arabia, then (after Mas- 

Kro) they located it on both sides of the Red Sea. The latest 
erature will be found in Krall, Dai Land yunt ('Sitzungs- 
berichte Akad. Vienna,' exxi. 1890); Navllle, Deir el-Bahari, 
iii. ; W. M. Muller in MittheU. vorderai. GeieiU. iii. 1898, 148 
fcf. Atien und Europa, ch. 7). G laser (MittheU. vorderai. 
GueUi. iv. etc.) unfortunately uses some very antiquated 
sources. 

VOL. IV. — 12 



incense needed by the Egyptians for the divine 
worship and for cosmetics formed the most im- 
portant product of the country. The parts of 
Punt producing it were called ' the incense- 
terraces ' (or 'stairs'), apparently situated on 
the Abyssinian coast (incense in sufficient quan- 
tity growB' only E. of Bab el-Mandeb), but it 
would be wrong to limit Punt to these regions. 
The inhabitants were rude nomadic shepherds, 
some of them negroes or mixed with negroes, but 
mostly of the pure Hamitic race, i.e. near relatives 
of the Egyptians and the other white Africans. 
Consequently their descendants are the desert 
tribes called Troqlodytce (better Trogodytas) or 
Ichthyopfiagi by the Greeks, Bedja by the Arabs 
in the north, Saho and Afar (Danakil) on the 
Abyssinian coast.* They can hardly have formed 
a large contingent of the Egyptian armies, because 
the desert regions north of Abyssinia were too 
thinly populated. Only the archers of the region 
Maza (Mafiya of the Persians, see above), more 
inland, i.e. nearly in the modern province of Taqa, 
were as popular as policemen and guards as tlie 
Nubas are in modern Egypt ; this country of the 
Mazoyu is frequently separated from Punt. But 
the prophets speaking of Put - Punt evidently 
did not consider the scanty population of this 
country. To them it represented all Africa east 
of Egypt and Ethiopia {i.e. the Nubian Nile vnlley, 
not modern Ethiopia or Habesli), an endless and 
mysterious part of the world. The Phoenicians 
(ct. Ezk 27 10 ) may have extended their commercial 
connexions to what the Greeks called the ' coasts 
of the aromata,' after the completion of Necho's 
canal between the Nile and the Red Sea ; t before 
that time the difficulties must have been too great 
to allow a direct contact. 

Commentators who wished to follow the trans- 
lation of the LXX, compared the Coptic name 
<J)&iat ' Libya (especially the western part of the 
Delta), Libyan' (thus Knobel and, following him, 
Dillmann). The hieroglyphic equivalent of Phaiat 
has not yet been found, but the word looks like a 
(plural ?) denominative from a feminine noun 
ending in -et. This would not at all agree with 
the ( (b) of the Semites, unless an n bad been 
assimilated (see above). The Greek translators of 
the prophets may have thought of this name, 
nevertheless. See, however, above, the objections 
from the biblical passages and the confirmation of 
the reading Pti( from the Persian inscription. 
Some Egyptologists compare the Egyptian ex- 
pression for ' foreign warriors,' which they errone- 
ously read pet, pile, etc. But the Amarna tablets 
have shown that this expression 'bowmen' was 
pedate (singular 'a troop of bowmen' pedite{t), 
derived from pide(t) ' bow '). Consequently 
neither the Coptic 4>«m&t nor the Semitic Put 
agrees with these formations. How the com- 
parison of 'a river Phut in Mauretania' (i.e. 
Morocco, which was never even known to the 
Egyptians !) in Joseph us {Ant. I. vi. 2) J was seri- 
ously considered by modern commentators, re- 
mains a mystery.§ W. Max Muller. 

* If we have a right to compare the tribes more to the south- 
east, we might speak also of the Oallas. The frequent com- 
parison of the 8omalis with the ' Punti ' is erroneous. The 
Somalis lived originally only on the eastern coast of modern 
Somaliland, i.e. at too great a distance. Some writers have 
tried to find in Punt the original African seat of the ' Phoe- 
nicians.' But this idea rests only on the accidental similarity 
of a Latin pronunciation (Puniciis for Phojnicus). No ethno- 
logic connexion between those African savages and the highly 
cultured Asiatic nation can I* found. The position of the 
Phoenicians in On 10 among the Hamites seems to be due to 
other reasons than those of ethnology. 

♦ See MittheU. vorderai. Geielli. iii. 152, on the completion 
of the canal. 

1 Called Phthxdh Ptol. iv. 1, 8 ; Fut Plin. v. 1, and known 
thus also to Jerome, 
f Winckler (Fortchungen, i. 613) has raised the question 
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PUTEOLI (norioXot, modern Pozzuoli). — The 
great oomnierci 1 port of Italy, in what is called 
now the Bay of Naples, but was at one time called 
the Sinus Puteolanus. It was at this port that 
St. Paul landed on his journey to Rome (Ac 28"). 
There were already brethren there, and he and St. 
Luke were entreated to tarry with them seven 
days. Its name is of doubtful origin, but is 
attributed either to the putrid smell of the sul- 
phurous springs close by, or to the wells (pvtei) 
of the place. Cicero, like St. Paul, landed there 
when he came from Sicily (pro Plane. 2(5). It was 
the resort of trade from all parts, notably from the 
East, and the corn supplies for t.:e capital, were 
landed here. Josephus speaks of .himself as having 
landed there after being shipwrecked ( Vit. 3), ana 
gives its other name of Dicseorchia. There must 
nave been a- Jewish population in the place (cf. 
Jos. Ant. xvm. vi. 4), and this may perhaps ac- 
count for the presence of Christians there. Some 
of the ruins or the ancient mole, at which the 
apostle must have landed, are still in existence. 

H. A. Rkdpath. 

PUTHITE8 ('men, B M«^«0«m, A "H^tt.').— 
One of the families of Kiriath-jearim, 1 Ch 2 5S . 
See Genealogy, iv. 38. 

PUTIEL (Vtf'pffl, 4>ovTft\).— The father-in-law of 
Aaron's son Eleazar, Ex (P). About Putiel we 
hear nothing more in the OT, and the meaning of 
the name is uncertain. Gray {HPN 210) classes 
it amongst the late and artificial names character- 
istic of the lists of P and the Chronicler. It may 
be half-Egyptian half-Semitic ( = 'he whom El 
gave,' see Dillra. -Rysscl, Exodus, ad loc), but 
even if so, it will not bear all the weight of the 
argument that Horamel (AHT293, 295) builds upon 
it in regard to the early history of Israel and the 
character of the Priests Code. * ' " 



J. A. Selbie. 



PUY1H.— See Puah. 



PYGARG (jf^ dishon). — Dishon occurs only once 
(Dt 14 s ). It is the fifth name in the Heb. list, 
in B of the LXX it comes third in order (irOyapyof), 
yahmvr and 'alcko being left out, although AF 
reproduce these by /9ot;/9a\ot and Tpay4\a<pos. Both 
Eng. VSS have adopted 'pygarg^ for dishon, but 
AVni has 'dishon or bison.' We have no certain 
knowledge of the animal intended by dishon, ex- 
cept that it is to be inferred, from its position in 
the list, that it was an antelope. If, of the four 
antelopes found in the deserts contiguous to Pal., 
Gazella Dorcas, L., corresponds to zebi, Ant Hope 
leucoryx, Pall., to Wo, we may adopt A. Addax, 
Licht., for dishon. This species is over 3J feet 
high at the shoulders, and shaped like the rein- 
deer. Its horns are spiral, 2J feet long. Its 
colour is white, with tlie exception of a black 
mane, and a tawny colour on the shoulders and 
back. It is uncertain whether the fourth antelope, 
Alcephnlus bubalis, Pall., is mentioned in Scripture 
(see Unicorn). G. E. Post. 

whether the Pu(u-yaman mentioned in the fragmentary annals 
of Nehuchodnezzar does not come in here. This ' Greek-Putu ' is 
mentioned among remote countries in the midst of the sea, 
which aided Ktrypt under Amasis against the Babylonians, and 
this reminds Winckler of Nah 3". But the necessary addition 
yainan (Greek) shows that this country (Winckler supposes 
Lesbos, suitably to his restoration of the name of the prince, 
viz. [Pitta]ku(*)t or Caria) is to be distinguished from the 
ordinary Hut of the Bible, the Persians and Babylonians. 
Perhaps the Put of Ezk 271" [eh. 38»] miicht be explained 
after winckler, bo that we should have two countries called 
Put — one in Africa, another in the north. 



PYRAMID.— Simon the Maccabee is said to have 
erected a magnificent monument to his parents and 
his (four) brothers at Modein. This consisted partly 
of seven pyramids iwpafddat), six set up one opposite 
another, with the seventh (intended apparently for 
Simon's own monument) probably standing by 
itself at one of the ends, 1 Mac 13 :a (cf. Jos. Ant. 
xill. vi. <$). Pyramid-graves are, of course, most 
familiar to us in Egypt, but they were not un- 
common elsewhere. Tnere is probably a reference 
to such graves in Is 14 18 'all the kings of the 
earth, all of them, lie in honour, each one in his 
own house.' The Bible contains no certain special 
allusion to the pyramids of Egypt, the reference in 
Job 3 M , which has been conjectured, being very 
doubtful (see Dillm. ad loc.). 

PYRRHU8 (Iluppos : lit. ' fiery-red ').— Amongst 
the companions of St. Paul who accompanied him 
on his last journey to Jerusalem from Pliiltppi was 
Sopater of Berooa, who in the RV is described as 
'son of Pyrrhns' (Ac 20 4 ). The word \Uppov is 
omitted in TR in accordance with the later 
authorities, but it is read by all the different classes 
of older documents (KABDE vulg. boh. sah. Or.), 
and must clearly have formed part of the original 
text. Blass (ad loc.) jwints out that this is 
the only case in the NT in which a patronymic 
is added after the Greek fashion, and that 
perhaps it implies that Sopater was of noble 
birth. A. C. Headlam. 

PYTHON.— The reading wMwa in Ac 16 w is 

attested by the overwhelming evidence of XABC* 
D*. The inferior reading xuOupos, found in C*D S 
EHLP, is easily explained. The accusative form 
was not understood. Hence the more intelligible 
construction with the genitive (cf. Lk 4 s5 ). The 
reading TtMwva is obviously the right one (so 
Lachm. Tisch. WH, Blass). 

The name lUOw as a Greek term must be con- 
nected with that of the district UvBw in Phocis, 
which lay at the foot of Parnassus where the 
town Delphi was situated. Its geographical asso- 
ciation with the Delphic oracle over which Apollo 
presided gave rise to the adjective lUOios as an 
epithet of Apollo. His priestess was called y 
tlvOla, Also the name HMw, derived from this 
local connexion, was bestowed on the serpent 
whom the god was believed to have slain when 
he took possession of the Delphic oracle. Accord- 
ing to Apollodorus (I. iv. 1) this oracle was formerly 
in possession of the goddess Themis, and the 
mysterious chasm, from which the intoxicating 
and inspiring exhalations issued, was guarded by 
this serpent, whom Apollo destroyed. The con- 
nexion of the serpent with wisdom and sooth- 
saying is based on demonology (see Magic in vol. 
iii. pp. 209 (footnote), 210). Cf. Gn 3 1 , Mt 10' 6 . 

In the present passage it is clear that what is 
implied is that the girl was considered to be 
possessed of a soothsaying demon. In the lan- 
guage of the OT she would probably be called 
a as* n^ya (1 S 28 7 ). The word ate, however, is 
employed by itself to convey this meaning, and 
is reproduced in the LXX by iyyatrrpinvdos (Lv 19 s1 
20 8 "). The Syriac version on Ac 10 18 renders 

by (lOkO? (mO) 1 soothsaying spirit ' (lit. * spirit 

of soothsaying '). See art. SOOTHSAYING ; cf. also 
Necromancy under Sorcery. 

Owen C. Whitehousb. 



Digitized by 



Google 



QOHELETH 



QUARRY 



179 



Q 



QOHELETH. — See Ecclesiastes. 

QUAIL (ij? [geri rfo\ sSlaw, in No 11» plur. 
0*175-, which implies a sing, ni^v talwsh ; dprvyo- 
nvrpa, coturnix; Arab, sslwa). — A well-known 
migratory bird, Coturnix vulgaris, L. A few 
individuals remain in Egypt and the Holy Land 
throughout the year. The migrators arrive in 
abundance, on their way north towards the be- 
ginning of March, and again on their way south 
in November. Some pass through without stop- 
ping, while others remain to breed. Their arrival 
is heralded by their peculiar call, especially early 
in the morning and at sunset. They migrate 
in vast flocks, crossing the Arab, desert, flying 
for the most part at night. They also cross the 
Mediterranean, selecting as their places of passage 
the narrowest portions, as that between Africa 
and Malta, Sicily, and the Greek islands, etc. 
They always fly with the wind. Their bodies are 
so heavy in comparison with the power of their 
wings that they cannot cross very long reaches 
of the sea. Many perish, even in the short pas- 
sage, and those which arrive safe are excessively 
fatigued. Quails are twice mentioned in connexion 
with the Wilderness Journevings (Ex 16 M [P], Nu 
1 1»« w ( JE], cf. Ps 105 10 ). Those which supplied 
the Israelites came in spring, while on their way 
northwards. Tristram has shown that they would 
naturally follow up the Red Sea to its bifurcation, 
and cross at the narrowest part into the Sinaitic 
peninsula. A sea wind would bring them in im- 
mense numbers into the camp which the Israelites 
occupied at that time. The miracle consisted in 
their being directed to the right time and place. 
Quails, when migrating, begin to arrive at night 
(Ex 16"), and are found in large numbers in the 
morning (Nu ll* L *). Their great exhaustion on 
their arrival makes it easy to believe all that is 
said in the narrative as to the numbers which the 
Israelites captured, and the ease with which they 
were taken. 

The quail belongs to the order Gallincs, family 
Phasianidtc. Its predominant colour is brown, 
shaded and mottled with rufous and grey, with 
edgings of black. A buff line extends down over 
each eye, and another down the centre of the 
head. Its length is £ inches. Its flesh is succu- 
lent. It is popularly known in Syria as the fUrrt, 
an onomatopoetic word, referring to the whirring 
of its wings as it takes to flight. See, further, 
Dillm.-Kyssel on Ex 16 13 . G. E. Post. 

QUAKE. — To quake (from the same root as 
•quick' [ = alive], 'quicken,' cf. Piers Plowman, 
' Quook as hit quyke were ') is to shake, usually 
with fear (so always in AV, where the transit, 
sense docs not occur). Thus He 12- 1 'Moses said, 
I exceedingly fear and quake ' {fK<po^St el/u ical (v- 
rponos). George Fox in his Journal says, 'Justice 
Bennet of Derby was the first that called us 
Quakers, because I bid them tremble at the word 
of the Lord. This was in the year 1650.' Fox had 
used the verb ' quake,' which probably struck the 
Justice's ear as odd because already antiquated in 
this sense. Yet RV retains it everywhere, and 
adds Mt 28 4 ' For fear of him the watchers did 
quake' (for AV 'shake,' Gr. aelw, which is tr* 1 
'quake' in AV and RV at 27"). Amer. RV in- 
troduces ' quake ' also at Ps 18 7 . J. Hastings. 

QUALITY is used in Ad. Est 11 in the sense 



of rank : * The stock and quality of Mardocheus.' 
Cf. Shaks. Henry V. IV. viii. 95— 

' The rest are princes, barons, lords, knights, squires, 
And gentlemen of blood and quality.' 

QUARREL. — Like Lat. querela, from which it 
comes, through Old Fr. querelc," ' quarrel' origin- 
ally meant a complaint or cause of complaint. 
Thus Hall, Works, ii. 155, ' It was thy just quarrel), 
O Saviour, that whiles one Samaritane returned, 
nine Israelites were healed, and returned not.' 
Then it was used for any cause or case that had 
to be pursued or defended, as in Golding's Calvin's 
Job, 559, ' Although Job had a just and reasonable 
quarrel], yet did he farre overshote himself; and 
p. 573, 'Sometymes we will be ashamed to main- 
teyne a good quarrel], bycause wee see that men do 
but make a mocke at it.' This is the sense in 
which the word is used in AV : Lv 28* ' I will 
bring a sword upon you that shall avenge the 
quarrel of my covenant' (RV 'execute the venge- 
ance ') ; 2 K 5 7 ' See how he seekcth a quarrel 
against me' (RVm ' an occasion ') ; Mk 6 19 ' Herodias 
had a quarrel against him ' (AVra ' an inward 
grudge,' RV ' set herself against him,' Gr. Irecxcr 
aim?) ; except in Col 3 13 ' If any man have a quarrel 
against any,' where the meaning is rather 'com- 
plaint,' as AVm and RV; Gr. m°m<M- 

The verb ' to quarrel ' occurs in AV Preface in 
the transit, sense of oppose, object to. Cf. Melvill, 
Diary, 370, 'At the quhilk word the King in- 
terrupts me, and crobbotlie quarrels our meitting, 
alleaging it was without warrand and seditius.' 
The modern intrans. meaning of the verb is found 
in Sir 81», and RV introduces it at Pr 20 3 . 

J. Hastings. 

QUARRY.— In 1 K 6 7 it is said that the temple 
was built of stone made ready 'at the quarry' 
(RV; AV has 'before it was brought thither,' 
RVm 'when it was brought away'). The MT, 
whose correctness is not above suspicion, is j-/*t 
jrjp .icVf ; LXX \l0ots &Kpor j/xois ipyoti ; Vulg. de 
lapidibus dolatis atque pcrfectis. The rendering 
' quarry ' or ' quarrying ' for is probably correct 
(cf. the use of the root in Hiphil in 1 K 5 M 
[Eng. 17] an d e c 10"), and the meaning is that the 
huge stones spoken of in 5 31 1 17 ' were dressed before 
leaving the quarry (for this practice cf. fienzinger, 
Heb. Arch. 237). For the process of quarrying as 
carried on by the Egyptians in early times, see 
Maspero, Dawn of Civilization, p. 383 f., and 
passim. It is evident that 1 K 6 7 breaks the con- 
nexion, and this verse is probably a later addi- 
tion (so Benzinger, Kittel, ct al.). The statement 
contained in it gave rise to a variety of fanciful 
legends tending to the glorification of the temple 
and its builder (see Benzinger, Comm. ad loc). 

The only other occurrence of 'quarry' in the 
EV is in J g 3 1B - * According to v. lft , Ehud turned 
back from ' the quarries that were by Gilgal,' and 
after the assassination of Eglon he ' escaped while 
they tarried, and passed beyond the quarries,' v.' x . 
AVm and RVm offer as an alternative rendering 
' graven images ' ; LXX has tA yXinrrd ; Vulg. in 
v. 19 ' reversus de Galgalis, vbi erant idpla,' in v.* 
' Locum idolorum.' The Hebrew is B'V'Cft which 
is used as plural to Sps, and is employed of image* 
of gods in wood, stone, or metal, Dt 7 5 - aB 12 s , 
Is 21* 30 2 *, 2 Ch 34*. Moore, who considers that 
' quarries ' is an unwarranted translation, proposes 

'The spelling has been assimilated to the distinct word 
•quarrel,' a square-headed crossbow bolt (Low Lat. quadrtUun) 
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rendering ' sculptured stones (probably rude stone 
images).' They may be the same as the stones 
which, according to popular tradition, Joshua 
erected to commemorate tlie passage of the Jordan 
(Jos 4"), or, possibly boundary stones, marking the 
la6t Moabite outpost (cf. Jg 3"). See, further, 
Budde ('Richter' in Kurzer Hdcom. ad loc.), who 
thinks the Ptsilim probably marked the Jordan 
ford at Gilgal, and that the ford was known by 
this name. For Jos 7 5 (RVm) see Shkbarim. 

In Is 51 1 "to n^py (lit. ' excavation of a pit ') is used 
for quarry in a fig. sense : ' Look unto the rock 
whence ye were hewn, and to the hole of the pit 
{tit rbf fibdwov rod \6kkov) whence ye were digged.' 
On a Rabbinical conceit regarding this passage see 
Peter (First Epistle of) in vol. iii. p. 795 b . See, 
further, art. Stone. J. A. Selbie. 

QUARTUS (Kovapros).— Mentioned with Erastus, 
the treasurer of Corinth, as joining in St. Paul's 
greeting to the Church of Rome, Ro MP*. He is 
commemorated Nov. 3. Later traditions will be 
found in Acta Sanctorum, Nov., i. p. 585. 

A. C. Headlam. 

QUATERNION (rerpdotov) means a group consist- 
ing of four persons or things. The Greek word is 
a fiTaf Xcy. in NT, being found only in Ac 12* 
Topo5oi>j reVo-apo-iv TCTpaoCois <rrpaTto/Twv <pv\dc<retv 
aintv, Vulg. quatuor quaternionibus. A Roman 
watch consisted, Polybius tells us, of four men 
(vi. 33 : t6 <pv\aKtt6v iariv 4k rtrr&puv AvSpun), and 
Vegetius {de lie Militari, iii. 8) writes : ' De singulis 
centuriis quaterni equites et quaterni pedites ex- 
cubitum noctibus facmnt.' The same author goes 
on to explain that the night was divided into four 
watches of three hours each ; cf. Jerome, Epist. 
140. 8 (ed. Vallarsi). It seems that one member 
of the quaternion watched (while the other three 
slept) through each watch. It appears from Jn 19 23 
(cf. Ev. Petr. 9) that a rtrpdStoy was on guard during 
the Crucifixion, and from Mt27 85 (?x«'« kovotuoIcw) 
perhaps that the same quaternion was on duty at 
the time of the Resurrection ; but see GUARD, 4. 

TcTp&ttov occurs in Philo (adv. Flaccum, ii. 533. 
25, ed. Mangey) with the same colouring as in NT, 
ffTpaTturrr}* riva rQiv iv rots rerpa&loit <pv\d.Kuv, and 
fairly frequently in late authors in the sense of a 
quire of a book containing four double leaves, i.e. 
sixteen pages. The Latin form quaternio is rare, 
and occurs only once in the Vulgate, if we may 
trust Dutripon. The Peshitta of Ac 12 4 ('sixteen 
soldiers') misses the clear reference to Roman 
military custom. On this subject cf. Marquardt 
and Mommsen, Handb. der rbm. Alterthiimer, v. 
407 (ed. 1876). W. Emery Barnes. 

QUEEN.— 1. The usual Heb. term for ' queen ' in 
the OT is n^p (in.Dn 5 10 Aram. stat. emph. ko$q) ; 
LXX pcuriXioaa ; with the verb V» ' to oe queen,' 
Hiph. ' to make queen,' ES12 4 - For rc^o see art. 
Queen of Heaven. The other words so trans- 
lated in AV are— 2. .TV33 (lit. 'mistress,' cf. Is 24 2 ) 
1 K 11 W (LXX M(e)tfw) \5 i3 (vyovnty V ), 2 K 10" («wa<r- 
reOovtra), 2 Ch 15 18 (LXX om.), Jer 13 18 (ol dW<rreu- 
orres) 29 [Gr. 36] * (£a<xiX«a<ra) [RV in the last two 
passages ' queen-mother ']. 3. ( W= 4 ravish ' ; 
cf. DtiS 30 , Is 18*, Zee 14 a )only in Ps45»(/9curai<r<ra), 
Neh 2" (raXXaKT/).* The Aram, form of the word 
is found in Dn 5-'- a (Tlieod. in all iraXXa/o), LXX 
om.). 4. n-jj? (lit. 'princess,' cf. AVm) Is 49 s3 
(Apxovffai). In NT /3a<rtX«r<ra is alone found — Mt 
12«, Lk 11" Ac 8» Rev 18 7 . 

In ordinary cases of synonyms it is well to trace 
the usage of each word in the original ; but as in 
this case the same Hebrew word is used to convey 

• Possibly in Jg 5*> (end) Sjs? should be read for hb? (so 
Kwald, followed by Bertheau, Oettli, Renan, Kautzach.' For 
other proposed emendations of the text see Moore, ad toe.). 



more than one meaning of our English ' queen,' it 
will conduce to clearness and also be found more 
suggestive if the usage of the English word in our 
Bibles be taken as our guide. This has three 
meanings: the queen reigning in her own right, 
the queen as the wife of tlie reigning king, and 
the queen as the mother of the reigning king. 

i. The queen reigning in Iter own right. — The 
general tendency of the Semitic as of the other 

Soups of nations in 6trictly historical times has 
en for women to take other than the first place 
in governing, and this tendency is very conspicuous 
in the history of Israel. Possibly the general close 
connexion in Semitic States of the king with the 
god (see King, i. 2) made it appear unseemly that 
a woman should rule ; and though among the 
Northern Arabians queens seem to have been 
frequent, as well as in the Southern Arabian king- 
dom of Sheba (see McCurdy, HPM § 334), there 
is no trace in Israel of any official recognition 
of women as being capable of the chief govern- 
ment. It is just possible, indeed, that the word 
Hammolecheth * (1 Ch 7 18 ), usually understood aa 
the proper name of a Manassite woman, should be 
translated * the queen ' (so Targ. and many Rabbis, 
e.g. Kimchi ana R. Solomon b. Melek, Vulg.), 
but corroborative evidence is wholly lacking. The 
position of Deborah as 'judge' (for parallels in 
Arabian history see W. R. Smith, Kinship, pp. 
104, 171) was quite abnormal, and presumably due 
solely to her personal vigour and character. So 
too Athaliah, who reigned (rejo) over Judah six 
years (2 K 1 I s , 2 Ch 22'-), was a mere usurper, 
and traded on her earlier influence and position. 
Hence ' queen ' in this first sense is used only of 
the non-tsraelitish queen of Sheba (ntf n^Q 1 K 
10>- u , 2 Ch 9>- u , Mt 12", Lk ll 31 ), Candace, queen 
of Ethiopia (Ac 8"), and Babylon personified (Rev 
18 7 ). 

ii. The queen as the wife of the reigning king. — 
Queen in this sense also is hardly found in Israel- 
itish history. In Egypt (1 K ll 1 ") Pharaoh gives 
Hadad to wife the sister of Tahpenes the queen 
(•T5?5, but the text is very doubtful). In Persia 
Vashti (Est 1) and Esther (Est 2 and passim) are 
successively called the queen (•"i?^9) of Ahasuerus. 
And again ' queen ' is used in Neh 2" in reference 
to the royal consort (Sj?) of Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus. In I)n 5 s 3 - a , however, hia is used of royal 



who enjoyed some higher (perhaps more legal) 
status than mere concubines (dtj^'9, xaXXarcU). In 
Ps 45* is used of the one legitimate wife. 

iii. The queen as the mother of the reigning king 
(Tj^n ou IK 2 ,! \ 2K 24 15 ). — Strange as it is to 
modern ideas that the queen-mother should be the 
queen par excellence, it is very common in the East 
(e.g. China in our own time), and perhaps almost 
the necessary result of polygamy (see Family in 
vol. i. p. 847*).t 'Queen' occurs in this sense in 
the Bible of a non-Israelite only in Dn 5 I0W *, where 
the mother (apparently) of Belshazzar is so called 
(»er^>i?);J but it is used more often of Israelites. 
In fact the queen-mother appears to have had a 
regular official status both in the Northern and in 
the Southern kingdom, which in part accounts for 
the frequency with which the name of the mother 
of the king is recorded (see below), and the im- 

* The reading, however, is not certain. The Peshitta (which 
some think to be in Chronicles a Jewish Targum of 3rd cent. 
a.d.) reads Maacah. 

♦ So among the negroes of West Africa the mother has in- 
comparably more influence than the wife. Bee Miss M. H. 
Kingsley, Went African Studies, 18SI9. 

I Commentators have compared Amastris, the wife of Xerxes 
an<i mother of Artaxerxes 1. (Herod, vii. 61), and Parysatis. the 
wife of Darius and mother of Artaxerxes Mnemou and Cyrus 
(Xen. Anab. 1. i. 1). 
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portance attached to some of her actions. The 
actual term ' queen ' (■tv3») >*» used only of Jezebel 
(2 K 10 ,s prob.), Maacah (1 K 15"=2 Uh 15 19 ), and 
Nehushta (Jer 13" 29*). The semi-royal state, 
however, of Bathsheba, Solomon's mother, is 
shown in 1 K 2", where Solomon sits on his throne 
and seta a throne for * the kind's mother,' and she 
site on his right hand. The importance, too, of 
Maacah, Asa's 'mother' {i.e. probably grand- 
mother), who had retained her influence from 
the reign of Abijah, is shown by the mention 
of her idolatry, and of Asa's destruction of the 
monstrous figure that she had made (1 K 15 1S = 
2 Ch 15"). 

Athaliah has been already mentioned. Neliushta, 
from Jeremiah's bitter words in Jer 22* 8 , appears 
to have used her official position to take an active 
part against Jeremiah and his policy of submitting 
to the Chaldteans. 

From Jer 13 18 the queen-mother appears to have 
worn a crown (-tjw, ari^afos) more or less like the 
king's, but the * head tire ' (R V ) is a translation 
of a doubtful reading. In Jg ft 30 , Ewald, by a slight 
textual change, renders ' for the neck of the queen ' 
(see Moore, in loc. ). 

For the names of the mothers of the kings of 
Judah see GENEALOGY in vol. ii. p. 126 b . In the 
case of the kings of Israel the only names found 
are Zeruah the mother of Jeroboam I. (IK 11*) 
and Jezebel the mother of Ahaziah (presumably, 
cf. 1 K 22 82 ) and Joram (prob. 2 K 3*- » 10"). 

A. Lukyn Williams. 

QUEEN OF HEAVEN, THE.— o^yn n:ji? m'le- 
kheth hash-shdmayim, or in a few MSS rrr n;»«^9 
m'lc'kheth, etc. ; rj; <rr party, rod ovpavov, ' the host 
of heaven,' in Jer 7 18 , but Tfl paaiXto-o-i] rod oiipavov, 
' the queen of heaven,' in Jer 44 [Or. 51] w - 
except K* in V - M T V BdoX ; in v. 18 two late cursives 
give as the rendering of the Heb. represented by 
' (Then all the men which knew that their wives 
burned incense) unto other gods,' Beoit iripott rjj 
vrpartq. rod ovp.; with a few exceptions the other 
LXX MSS have no equivalent for 'unto other 
gods' ; Aq., Symm., and Theod. in 7 18 , and Symm. 
in 44 [51] T i? § ao '- T - °vp-'> regime coeli, but also 
in Jerome (Kuenen, Abhandl. p. 187, Germ, tr.), 
militias coeli ; Syr. (Lee), * for the worship 
(^ jj V , Q2) of heaven ' in 7 18 44 17 - * « for the 
qneen (A«~i\V>) of heaven' in 44 w j Targ. naao 
kw ' 8tar(s) of heaven ' ; according to Jastrow, 
theplanet Venus. 

The reading njn^t? m'le'kheth is set aside by 
common consent as a late emendation due to the 
tradition that naVo here was to be interpreted as 
nanSo. The pointing t\z\vf m'lekheth, is sometimes 
explained as an intentional variation of malkath, 
* queen-of ,' meant to suggest that a false goddess 
was not a legitimate queen, just as ham-Melekh, 
' the king,' when used of a false god, receives the 
vowels of bosheth, ' shame,' and becomes ham- 
Molekh. But more probably the pointing indicates 
that nj^p was identified with nritjip 'work,' the 
silent Aleph having dropped (as sometimes hap- 
pens, Ges.-Kautzsch M , § 23. 3). 

M'lekheth, thus identified, was taken by the 
Syriac, also by Kimchi, in the sense of ' service ' 
or ' worship,' in which it is found in 1 Ch 9" etc. : 
but it is clearly not the worship, but the object of 
worship. It was no doubt intended by the punctu- 
ators to be taken in the sense of ' the host of 
heaven.' Probably m'lekheth itself was not under- 
stood to mean ' host' directly ; but the punctuators 
equated the unusual phrase m'lekheth hash-sh. to 
the more common phrase zibd hash-sh. (Jer, etc.), 
being partly influenced by the references in Gn 
2 s - * to Creation as God's m'lekheth. This view was 
taken by the LXX in Jer 7 18 (unless the unlikely 



view be adopted that the LXX here and in 44 
[51] u read zebd hashsh.), and perhaps by the 
Targ., and was recognized as an alternative by 
Jerome ; cf. aliove. It has been recently revived 
by Stade, mainly on the ground that elsewhere 
Jeremiah speaks of the Jews as worshipping 
' other gods or ' the host (zaba) of heaven, ana 
that therefore this phrase should denote a group 
of objects of worship ; cf. also the statement that 
Manasseh ' built altars for all the host of heaven 
in the two courts of the house of Jehovah,' 2 K 2l 8 . 
But most critics, e.g. Budde (llel. of Isr. p. 162), 
Cornill {SB0'1\ Giesebrecht (Jer.), Kautzsch(^r), 
Kuenen, hold that the original meaning was 'queen 
of heaven,' and the proper pointing is malkath. 
The pointing malkath, ' kingdom,' has met with 
little acceptance. It is pointed out that the 
phrases ' worship of other gods ... of the host 
of heaven ' may equal ' idolatry, star worship,' 
and are in no way evidence against the existence 
of a popular and widespread cult of a particular 
goddess. 

According to 7 W 44 [51] 18- " this goddess was 
ottered incense and cakes which ' pourtrayed ' her, 
and had been worshipped by the ancestors of the 
Jews of Jeremiah's time, and by their kings and 
princes in the cities of Judah, and in the streets 
of Jerusalem. The Jewish women were specially 
devoted to this worship. 

This 'queen of heaven' can scarcely be a col- 
lective term for the stars, and is usually identified 
with the moon, or some planet or lixed star ; 
most commonly with the Assyrian Ishtar, the 
planet Venus (also, however, connected with the 
moon). ' Queen, or princess, of heaven ' apparently 
occurs as a title of Ishtar, and she is styled ' I-ady 
of Heaven,' bilit sam-i-i, in the Amarna Tablets 
(Winckler, p. 48 f.) ; and our goddess may be the 
Atar-samain (Athar-Astarte), worshipped in North 
Arabia. Cf. the divine title Baal Shamayin in 
Aramaic inscriptions. See Asiitoreth in vol. i. 

Fp. 168 b , At Athens cakes in the shape of a 

till -moon (o-cX^fat) were offered to the moon- 
goddess Artemis ; and in Arabia similar offerings 
were made to the goddess Al-Uzza, whose star was 
Venus, and to the sun (Kuenen, 208). St. Isaac of 
Antioch (d. c. 460) tells us that the Syrian women 
worshipped the planet Venus from the roofs of 
their houses, as a means of preserving and in- 
creasing their beauty. Ishtar seems to have been 
identical with Ashtoreth ; but probably this wor- 
ship of the ' queen of heaven ' was not the ancient 
Canaanite cult of Ashtoreth, but a new worship of 
the goddess with her Assyrian name and rites, due 
to the political supremacy of Assyria in the reign 
of Manasseh. 

The title Regina Coeli has been given to the 
Virgin Mary ; and at Mukden, the Sacred City of 
China, there is a temple to the ' Queen of Heaven.' 
Cf. Ashtoreth. 

LmnuTCM. — 8ee Abhtorkth in vol. i. p. I08 b note*, p. 
169 b note " ; and odd Oienebreoht, Jeremiah, on 7'H ; W. H. 
Bennett, Jeremiah xxi.-lii., ch. xv. This article in largely 
indebted to Kuenen b Easay. \y. H. BENNETT. 

QUESTION.— The modern sense of 'interroga- 
tion ' is found in the Synoptic Gospels in the phrase 
' ask a Question,' Mt 22*- «, Mk 12**, Lk 2" 20*", 
the Gr. being always the verb itrepurau standing 
alone. In Lk 2 1 * Tindale has ' bothe hearynge 
them and posinge them,' but the meaning is not 
different, since 'pose' is used in its old sense of 
interrogate, as in Bacon, Hist. Henry VII. 119, 
' She posed him and sifted him, to try whether he 
were the very Duke of York or no.' Tindale was 
followed by all the Eng. VSS till the Rhem. and 
Auth., when ' pose ' had become antiquated in this 
sense. The sense of interrogation is found also in 
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2 Es8 M ' And therefore ask thou no more questions 
concerning the multitude of them that perish ' (Noli 
ergo adicere inquirendo). A slightly different 
meaning is found in 1 Es 6 30 * Without further 
question ' {iva/i^iff^rrr^Tut) ; with which may he 
compared 1 Co 10*- 87 ' Asking no question for 
conscience' sake' (/tq&v dvaKplvoyres Sid. -ri)v <xwel- 

The phrase ' to call in question ' is in A V more 
than to dispute ; it means to accuse, to bring into 
judgment. Thus Ac 19** 1 We are in danger to 
be called in question for this day's uproar ' (kiv&w- 
evofi.ev eyKaXeiodai, RV 'we are in danger to be 
accused ') ; 23 8 1 Of the hope and resurrection of the 
dead I am called in question ' (£yu> Kplvonai ; so 24 31 ). 
See Call in vol. i. p. 344*, and cf. Winthrop, 
Hist, of New Eng. i. 172, 'The governour wrote to 
some of the assistants about it, and, upon advice 
with the ministers, it was agreed to call them [the 
offenders] in question.' 

Elsewhere the subst. ' question ' is used either in 
the sense of discussion, dispute, or else the subject 
of discussion, matter of dispute. .Thus (1) Discus- 
sion, dispute (Gr. always iifntait), Jn 3 18 'Then 
there arose a question between some of John's 
disciples and the Jews about purifying ' ; 2 Ti 2 s 
' Foolish and unlearned questions avoid.' Cf. Ac 
28 s * Wye, 'Jewis wenten out fro him, havynge 
miche questioun, or seking (Purvey, ethir musyng) 
among hem silf.' Also Shaks. Henry V. I. L 5 — 

"The scrambling and unquiet time 
Did push it out of farther question.' 

(2) Subject <f debate, 1 K 10 1 1| 2 Ch 9 1 'She came 
to prove him with hard questions ' (rrtTrup, lit. ' with 
riddles,' see Riddle) ; 1 K 10 s || 2 Ch 9» ' And 
Solomon told her all her questions' (nnyj, lit. ' her 
matters'); cf. Mk 11"* I will also ask of you one 
question ' (fva \6yov, AVm ' one thing,' RVm ' Gr. 
word '). Elsewhere only Hrry/ia and only in Acts, 
as Ac 23 s8 ' Whom I perceived to be accused of 
questions of their law.' Cf. Shaks. Hamlet, III. 
i. 56— 

'To be, or not to be : that is the question.' 

The verb ' to question ' occurs only in the phrase 
'question with one' (once 'question among them- 
selves,' Mk l n ), which often meant to dispute, 
argue with, as Shaks. Merch. of Venice, IV. l. 70, 
'I pray you, think you question with the Jew'; 
but in AV it seems never to mean more than 
'inquire of.' Thus Lk 23 B 'Then he questioned 
with him in many words (imipdtra 8i ainbv i» \byoii 
UaroU), but he answered him nothing.' 

J. Hastings. 

QUICK, QUICKEN. — Although the adverb 
' quickly ' in the sense of speedily is of frequent 
occurrence in A V, neither ' quick ' nor ' quicken ' 
is ever found with that meaning. 

In Is 11 s and some passages in the Apocr. the 
meaning of ' quick ' is acute or active. Thus Is 
11* 'And shall make him of quick understanding 
in the fear of the LORD ' ("inn™, R V * His delight 
shall be in the fear of the Lord,' RVm as AV, see 
esp. Delitzsch, in loc.) ; Wis 7** * Wisdom . . . 
taught me . . . for in her is an understanding 
spirit . . . quick ' (<$£i>, Vulg. acutus, RV ' keen ') ; 
8" * I shall be found of a quick conceit in judg- 
ment' (d£i>» i* Kplaei, Vulg. acutus in juaicio). 
With these passages cf. Knox, Hist. 377, 'Many 
wondred at the silence of John Knox, for in all 
these quick reasonings hee opened not his mouth ' ; 
Melvill, Diary, 77, ' Efter ernest prayer, maters 
war gravlie and cleirlie proponit, overtures made 
be the wysest, douttes reasonit and discussit be 
the learnedest and maist quick.' We still retain 
this sense slightly modified in 'quick-witted,' of 
which an example may be quoted from Tindale, 



Pent. Prologe to Lv (p. 297), ' Allegoryes make a 
man qwick witted and prynte wysdonie in him 
and maketh it to abyde, where bare wordes go 
but in at the one eare and out at the other.' In 
Sir 31* 2 the meaning is rather active than acute, 
' In all thy works be quick ' [ylrov irrptxi*). 

Elsewhere the meaning is Hiring, mostly in 
direct opposition to dead, as Nu 16 s " ' If . . . they 
go down quick into the pit,' compared with v.*" 
' They . . . went down alive into the pit ' (Heb. in I 
both oyrj, AV follows Tindale, RV 'alive' in j 
both) ; Ps 65" ' Let them go down quick into ] 
hell' (RV 'alive into the pit'); clearly in the 
phrase ' the quick and the dead,' Ac 10**, 2 Ti 4 1 , 
1 F 4 s . Cf. Jn 7* Wye, 'Flodis of quyke watir 
schulen flowe of his wombe ' ; Knox, Works, iii. 
232, 'Thair upon followit sa cruell persecutioun, 
under the name of justice, that na small noumber 
wer burnit quick ' ; Barlowe, Dialogue, 58, ' It is 
enacted throughout^ Suytzerland among the Oe- 
colampadyanes, and in dyvers other places, that 
whosoever is founde of the Anabaptystes faction, 
he shall be throwen quycke into the water, and 
there drowned ' ; Tindale, Expositions, 189, ' As 
there is no sin in Christ the stock, so can there 
be none in the quick members, that live and 
grow in him by faith ' ; Fuller, Holy State, 9, 
' He that irapoverisheth his children to enrich 
his widow, destroyes a quick hedge to make a 
dead one.' 

In He 4", though the same Gr. word (fuw) is 
used as in the passages quoted above, the meaning j 
is more than merely living, rather alive, almost 
lively, ' For the word of God is quick and power- ! 
ful' (Rhem. 'lively and forcible'). And this is 
nearest of all to the derivation of the word, its 
ba.se being the Teut. kivika, ' lively,' cognate with 
Lat. vivus. Cf. Milton, Areopag. (Hales' ed. 
p. 7), ' Against defaming it was decreed that none 
should be tradue'd by name . . . and this course 
was quick enough, as Cicero writes, to quell both 
the desperate wits of other Atheists, and the open 
way of defaming, as the event shew'd.' 

To quicken is to give life to, whether physically 
or spiritually. In OT it is always the tr. of n;rj 
(Piel of to live), which also means to preserve 
life, but when tr* ' quicken ' in AV always means 
to bless with spiritual life. In NT the Gr. is 
either faoroUw or its compound owfaoToiitii (Eph 
2 s , Col 2", tr 4 ' quickened together with '). In Jn 
5 21 the physical and spiritual meanings are placed \ 
side by side, ' For as the Father raiseth up the 
dead and quickeneth them ; even so the Son ' 
quickeneth whom he will.' J. HASTINGS. 

QUICKSANDS (Ac 27 17 , RV Syrtis).— The Syrtes, 
Major and Minor, are situated on the N. coast of 
Africa, in the wide bay between the headlands of 
Tunis and Barca. They consist of sandbanks 
occupying the shores of the Gulfs of Sidra on the 
coast of Tripoli, and that of Gabes on the coast of 
Tunis or Carthage. They have been considered a 
source of danger to mariners from very early 
times, not only from the shifting of the sands 
themselves, but owing to the cross currents of the 
adjoining waters. Thus in the ASneid of Virgil 
(iv. 40 f.) we find them referred to— 

' Hinc OBtula urbes, genus insuperabile bello : 
Et Numidss infnani ciDgunt, et inhoapita Syrtis-' 

In the last voyage of St. Paul on his way to 
Italy the ship in which he and his companions 
were sailing was at the mercy of the tempest, and 
was drifting before the N. E. wind ElTRAQUILO, after 
leaving the shelter of the island of Cauda. There 
was every reason, therefore, to fear that they 
might be driven on the Syrtis, which was situated 
to the leeward of their course ; but owing (it may 
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be supposed ) to the rotatory movement of the wind 
they were driven into the sea of Adria (Ac 27").* 

E. Hull. 

QUINTUS MEMMIUS.-See Memmius (Quin- 
TITS). 

QUIRINIUS, CEM8US OF The statement of 

St. Luke (2 1-3 ) as to how the birth of Christ came 
to take place at Bethlehem rather than at Nazareth, 
has produced an amount of discussion of which the 
world is rather weary. We should have had less 
of this, if apologists had not been ready to admit, 
and opponents eager to maintain, that to prove 
that the evangelist has here made a misstatement, 
is to imperil, if not demolish, the authority of his 
Gospel as an inspired writing. Nothing of the kind 
is at stake. We have no right to assume that 
inspiration secures infallible chronology; and St. 
Luke bases his claim to be heard, not on inspira- 
tion, but on the excellence of his information and 
his own careful inquiry (Lk l 1 " 4 ). Yet even well- 
informed and careful writers sometimes make 
mistakes, and he may have done so here. 

There is no serious difficulty about the statement 
that Augustus ordered that there should be a 
general census throughout the Roman Empire (2 1 ). 
It is true that there is no direct evidence, inde- 
pendent of Luke, of any such decree ; and we know 
that in some provinces no census was held during 
the reign of Augustus. Nevertheless there is 
evidence that periodic enrolments were made in 
Egypt (Clas. Rev. Mar. 1893) ; and a Roman census 
in Judaea at the time indicated, in consequence of 
general orders issued by Augustus, is not improb- 
able (Suet. Aug. 28, 101, Cal. 16 ; Tac. Ann. i. 11. 
5, 6 ; Plin. Nat. Hist. iii. 2. 17). The real difficulty 
is about the parenthetical remark in v.*. 

There has been much discussion about the text 
of v. 2 , but the right reading is certainly adrn 
dxaypa<pi] irpurn eytvero ifytnoveiioirrot rrjt "Lvplat 
Kv/MfWov: 'This took place as a first enrolment, 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria.' t And 
this remark is made in order to distinguish this 
census from the one in a.d. 6, 7, when Q. certainly 
icas governor and conducted the census (Ac 5", 
Jos. Ant. xvm. i. 1, ii. 1). But it is hard to see 
how Q. could be governor when Herod died in B.C. 
4. From B.C. 9 to 6 Sentius Saturninus was 
governor ; X from B.C. 6 to 4 Quinctilius Varus. 
After that nothing is clear till A.D. 6, when P. 
Sulpicius Quirinius succeeds and holds the census 
of Ac S". Bergmann, Mommsen, Zumpt, and 
others have shown that this governorship of Q. 
was probably not his first, but that he was in 
office during part of the interval between B.C. 4 and 
a.d. 6, viz. B.C. 3, 2. But it still remains as in- 
credible as ever it was that Q. was governor before 
the death of Herod ; and until that is established 
we must admit that Luke is at least a year wrong in 
his chronology. Even Zahn, who denies the later 
governorship of Q., and asserts that only one 
census was taken, viz. in B.C. 4 to 2 (to which he 
refers both Lk 2 a and Ac 5"), is obliged to place 
the census after Herod's death. No help on this 
point is obtained from the oft-quoted testimony of 
Justin Martyr, who in three passages places the 
birth of Christ irl Kvmvlov, ana in one of them says 
that the birth at Bethlehem may be learned 4k tuw 
i-wcr/fKupCir tup yeroftdrwv ivl K vpr)*lov roO i/fitrtpov it 
'lovSaif wpdrrov yeropUrov inrpbwov (Apol. i. 34, 46 ; 

* II the wind in this case had been an ti -cyclonic (which is 
probable) the direction would have changed from N.E. to E. 
and from E. to 8.E. and from this to 8. and 8.W., which would 
have driven the ship into the sea of Adria. 

t The name is Quirinius, not Quirinus ; see Furneaux on Tac. 
Ann. ii. 80. 4; and i.ytutttutvt may = * was commanding' an 
army (but cf. the use of the word in Lk 8'). 

; Tertullian (adv. Mareion, iv. 19) says that the census was 
taken by Saturninus ; yet he himself places the birth of Christ 
MX. 3 (.adv. Jud. 8). 



Dial. 78). But it should be noted that Justin calls 
Q. ixlrpoiroi, procurator, not legatus, as he was in 
A.D. 6. The word which Luke uses is indefinite 
[Iryefuweiu), and might be employed of any kind 
of ruler ; but in the only other place in which he 
uses it (3 1 ) it is of the procurator Pontius Pilate. 
Until Jndsea became a Roman province in A.D. 6 
there would be no procurator in the strict sense ; 
but Q. may have had some military position in Syria 
even before the death of Herod, and also have been 
concerned with the census. And this is perhaps 
Luke's meaning ; he may not be giving a mere date. 
In any case Christians who were inventing an ex- 

filanation of the birth at Bethlehem would not be 
ikely to attribute it to Roman and heathen causes. 
The error, if there be one, has probably foundation 
in fact ; and, moreover, is not the result of confusion 
with the later census a.d. 6, 7, which Luke himself 
notices Ac 5 s7 . 

The general result is that if a mistake has not 
been proved, neither has it been disproved. If the 
accuracy of Luke in many other details were not so 
conspicuous, one would say that there probably is 
some mistake. But the error would not be great, 
if Q. held some office in Syria B.C. 3, 2, and helped 
to complete a census which was begun before the 
death of Herod. And there is no error, if Christ's 
birth is to be placed B.C. 6 (vol. i. p. 405), and Q. 
was in command in Syria then, which would be the 
right time for the first of a series of enrolments, of 
which that in Ac 5" was the second.* 

Literature. — See the commentaries of Farrar and Oodet : the 
Licet of Chritt by Andrews, Didon, Edersheim, Keim, and B. 
Weiss ; the articles ' Cyrenius ' in 8mith, DIP, and ' Schatzung ' in 
Herzog ; the monographs of Zumpt on ' DasGeburtaJahr Chnsti,' 
1869 ( Bibl. Sacra, 1870), and of Zahn, ' Die Syr. Statthalterschaf t 
und d. Schatzung des Quirinius,' in A'eue Kirehl. Zttft. 1893 ; 
and above all, Schurer, UJP I. ii. 106 ff., and Kamsay, Wat 
Christ born at Bethlehem 1 189a 8ee also Haverfleld in Clou. 
Rev., July 1900,'p. 309. A. PLUMMER. 

QUIT is both an adj. and a verb. 1. The adj., 
as Skeat shows, is oldest. It comes from Old l<r. 
quite (mod. quitte), which is the Lat. quietus in its 
late sense of free from obligation. This is the 
meaning of the word in AV, where it occurs : Ex 
21 u ' If he rise again, and walk abroad upon his 
staff, then shall he that smote him be quit ' (npji) ; 
21 s8 , Jos 2*> (both 'p<). Cf. Udall's Erasmus' 
Paraph, ii. 279, * But he that sticketh his brother 
with the darte of a venemous tongue, although he 
be quitte by mannes lawes from the crime of man- 
slaughter, yet by the law of the gospel he is giltie 
of manslaughter ' ; Jer 25 a " Cov. « ye shall not go 
quyte.' 

2. The verb came from Old Fr. gutter (mod. 
quitter), a derivative of Lat. quielare. In AV it 
is used only reflexively, 'quit yourselves like 
men' (IS 4» w ', Heb. ov;vfr rn), 'quit you like 
men ' (1 Co 16", Gr. MMeaft). To ' quit oneself ' 
is to discharge one's obligations ; on every man lie 
the obligations of a man. Cf. Milton, Samson 
Agon. i. 1709— 

' Samson hath quit himself 
Like Samson.' 

J. Hastings. 

QUIYER represents more than one Heb. word. 
1. Gn 27» for te.lt [Samar. rrVn With (!)], a &wa£ 
X«7. meaning literally, if a genuine Heb. word, 
' that which is hung,' either a quiver (LXX 
[<pap4rpa], pseudo-Jon. ) or a sword or knife (Onk., 
Pesh., Abulwalid). 2. Usually for n»?H 'ashpdh, 
perhaps a loan-word from Assyr. ispatu, literal 
meaning unknown. 

The quiver was a very conspicuous part of the 
equipment of the Eastern warrior ; on the Assyr. 

* Perhaps the possibility of a slip of the pen, Kvntitu for 
K«»,r*;» u , like 'Barachiuh' for 'Jeholada' (Mt 23»), is just 
worth mentioning. 
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reliefs in the British Museum the Assyr. soldier is 
always an archer, and Elam his foe regularly bears 
the quiver (Is 22*). The famous mounted archers 
of the East are perhaps alluded to in Job 39^ ' the 
quiver rattle th upon him' (RVm), i.e. upon the 
horse, and the terror caused by them is vividly 
portrayed in Jer 5 W ' Their quiver is as an open 
sepulchre ' ; cf. Jer 6 a ' They ride upon horses.' 
The Lord Himself has a quiver in which He 
hides His chosen instruments (Is 49 s ). When the 
moment comes for the execution of His judgments, 
His arrows fly suddenly to the mark (Ps 64 7 ). 
There is a parallel for these metaphors in the 
speech of al-Hajjaj, the Khalifa Abd al-Melik's 
governor, to the disaffected inhabitants of Cufa 
(A.H. 75) ; 'The Prince of the Believers has spread 
before him the arrows of his quiver, and has tried 
every one of t..em by biting its wood. It is my 
wood that he has found the hardest and the 
bitterest, and I am the arrow which he shoots 
against you ' (Stanislas Guyard, ' Mohammedan- 
ism,' in Encycl. Brit. xvi. 571). Another metaphor 
in the OT is that a man's home circle (?) is his 
quiver, and his sons, bom while he himself is still 
young, are his arrows (Ps 127 s ); cf. La 3'*, where, 
conversely, arrows are called ' sons of the quiver ' 
(RVm). 

3. In the Pr. Bk. version Ps 11* reads « [They] 
make ready their arrows within the qutver ' (in; ?y 
'al ycthzr). This translation, though supported 
by LXX (tit <papirpav) and Vulg., is wrong. AV 
and RV (so Pesh.) have rightly ' upon the string.' 

4. Ancient authority is strong for translating 
B-vW shilatim, ' shields ' (EV) as 'quivers' (2 S 8* 
= 1 Ch 18 7 , 2K 11»=2 Ch 23», Ca 4*. Jer 51", 
Ezk 27"). The latter rendering suite Jer 51" ' fill 
the quivers,' but it is more probable that in all 
these passages D-tj)^ has the more general meaning, 
'arms, equipment (cf. Expository Times, x. (1898) 
43 tf. ). W. Emery Barnes. 

QUOTATIONS.— In OT there are few definite 
quotations, but the Bible writers freely introduced 
matter which they found ready to hand. Several 
books, such as those of the Hexateuch, Jg, 1 and 2 S, 
etc., are made up, in fact, of previously existing 
documents (see Hexateuch, etc.). Shorter ex- 
tracts are also frequent, esp. poems, such as the 
Song of Lamech (Gn 4 M - **), the Blessing of Jacob 
(Gn 49*"), the Song and the Blessing of Moses (Ex 
15 2 ' 18 , Dt 33'-"), etc. ; or portions of songs, as Jos 
lQ]2b-is» j n a f ew i n8 tances only is the source men- 
tioned, as 'the Bk. of Jashar' (Jos 10 ,Sb , 2 S 1", 
1 K 8" LXX), 'the Bk. of the Wars of J"' (Nu 
21"). Sometimes they were probably popular songs 
handed down by oral tradition (Nu 21"). Often a 
writer incorporates the language of an earlier 
writer, as frequently throughout the Psalms, so 
much so that certain phrases came to be tradi- 
tional, such as 'praise ye J",' 'for His mercy 
endureth for ever.' It is not always certain 
whether passages common to two writers are 
copied from one by the other, or are both taken 
from one common source, as Is 2*"*= Mic 4 1 **', 
which is evidently foreign to the context of Is 
(note the minatory tone of 2 B ' 3S ), and, if taken 
by Isaiah from Micah, proves Is 2 to have been 
written not earlier than Hezekiah's reign (cf. 
Jer 26 18 with Mic 3 ia contextually connected with 
Mic 4 1 ), and is therefore believed by many to 
belong to some earlier unknown document. It is 
also probable that Is 15- 16 11 is derived from an 
earlier source (see 16 ,s ), and such passages suggest 
the inquiry whether the insertion of earlier material 
by biblical writers may not have been much more 
frequent than is commonly supposed. 

i. Quotations from OT in NT.— These are 
very frequent and very various in character. 



Turpie puts them at 275 ; but this does not in- 
elude the very great number of passages incor- 
porated into the language of NT writers, esp. in 
the Apocalypse. 

A. Quotations are usually from LXX — (a) even 
though differing more or less considerably from 
MT (1) in pointing, as Ac 15" [Am 9 U J (di* ' man ' 
for oik 'Edom'), He 11" [Gn 47"J (ny? 'staff' for 
.199 * bed ') ; (2) in reading, as Ac 15" («rvr ' seek ' 
for «H» 'possess') (Ac 2* 1 [Ps 16 10 ] agrees with 
LXX in following 1£ ere iypq ' Thy holy one ' for 
Kethibh ipypq ' Thy holy ones') ; (3) by a probably 
inaccurate tr. of words, as Ac 2 jn [Ps 16 w ] \8ia<p0op& 
' destruction ' for notf ' pit '), Ro lO™ [Is 65'] (iiuparii* 
frfepbuyp ' I was made manifest ' for 'P^TJJ ' I was 
sought') ; and of phrases, as He2 8 " 8 [Ps8 4 " 6 ](^XdrTW(raf 
airrb* Bpax& n trap dyyAow ' Thou maaest him a 
little lower than the angels ' for dv.S^o 059 wicnni 
' Thou hast made him but little lower than God ') ; 
(4) by other differences which cannot easily be 
accounted for, but are probably due to various 
readings, as Ro 9 s7 - M [Is lO 28 - "J, where, besides 
other variations, LXX seems to have read for 
aw>;, and 151 for p»y? and nS*, and in He 10* 7 - ** 
[Hab 2M], where LXX probably read na>p (with 
531 K) for ?r^$;, and n»rn fpr .Tip;. In He 10* 
[Ps 40 7 J it was 'suggested by Kennicott that o:j;k 
(Heb. text) is a corruption of nu w (LXX). If so, 
it would seem probable that tit itself was inserted 
by error from the following line, and that LXX 
read nu only ; but the Heb. reading with all its 
difficulty better suite the context, the contrast 
being between obedience and sacrifice (cf. 1 S 15 a ). 
(6) Sometimes when the argument depends on 
LXX as distinct from Heb., as in He l 7 [Ps 104*1 
where Heb. = ' Who maketh for his messengers 
winds, for his ministers a flaming fire.' Cf. also 
Ac 2", He 2* 10 s . (c) Generally even by writers 
conversant with the Heb. as St. Paul and St. John 
(see I, /, h). {d) To a large extent even when 
the quotation points to a knowledge of Heb., 
showing that the writer, even though he had 
the Heb. before him, or in his mind, still repro- 
duced in part the familiar language of LXX, as 
Mt 2 18 [Jer 31 (38) ,B ] (ic\avdp.i>s tied Mvpfrti, LXX 
K\avOtu>0 k. 6dvp/iov), 12 1 * M [Is 42>-«], where after 
a quotation, which is an independent tr. of Heb. 
differing in almost every word from LXX, the 
last verse agrees exactly with LXX,. though the 
latter follows a different text in all three words 
(k. in [LXX iri] t. 6p'jiuxti airrov tdvri tXnouai ' and 
in his name shall the Gentiles hope ' for d*!k 'iniin^i 
iSv; 'and the isles -shall wait for his law'). It is 
also possible that this may be the insertion of an 
early editor of Mt, or a various reading of Heb. 
followed also by LXX (see J, a ; cf. Ro 9"). 

B. Quotations are occasionally independent 
translations from the Heb. — (a) because they were 
so found in the documen's which the writer incor- 
porates, as Lk 1" [Mai 3 1 and 4 6 -"J (troipAtrtu— nj$ 
for LXX brtpXiif/erai ; crurrptyai — avn for droKa- 
Taarfyret; vartpw—rilXf for mrpln), 2P (see J, a); 
(b) for the sake of the argument, as Jn 19* 7 TZec 
12 lu ] (tit 8r ifrKivnptu'— nji i^jt n& for &.»ff <5r 
Ka,Tupxtiaa.rro from variant np-j), Ro 9" [Ex 9 I8 J, 
where St. Paul prefers the rendering of 'Pi?i£ by 
ifr/ryapi at ' did 1 raise thee up ' to him\p4fiip ' thou 
wast preserved,' Ro 12 18 [Dt 32'»J (ipoi iMKipit— 
Dpj «V for iv iipipq. ticdiKiiaeut) ; (c) probably because 
the writer was better acquainted with the Heb. 
of the book quoted memoriter, as Ro ll 4 etc. (see 
I, h). 

C. The only quotations in Aramaic or Hebrew- 
Aramaic are the words on the Cross, Mt 27 46 , 
Mk 15" (see I, a (I), (2)), unless we include tiie 
words napbr &0& 'our Lord cometh' (1 Co MP*), 

Krobably a well-known Christian salutation. See 
lARANATHA. 
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D. Some few quotations are based upon an 
Aramaic interpretation of the Hebrew, and suggest 
the inquiry whether they and others also may 
not possibly be derived from some intermediate 
source of the nature of a Targum ; or whether, 
on the other hand, the interpretation was merely 
influenced by current Aram, usage. Had an 
Englishman of to-day to translate Milton's 'silly 
sheep' into French, he would very probably give 
the lirst word its modern meaning. In 1 Co 15 M 
[Is 25 8 J njfj7 ' for ever ' is translated according 
to the Aram, meaning of the root th rum 'in 
victory.' In 1 Co 2 s [Is 64 s - *J nro? 'that waiteth 
for* is apparently read as Aram. 22m 'that 
loveth ' [but see J, a]. It is possible that Mt 2«- 38 
should be traced to some sort of Targumic in- 
fluence, or at any rate some current traditional 
interpretation, with which the evangelist's readers 
were familiar. In the first the words <h/9<x/*u* 
iXaxlorrj seem an intentional emphatic denial of 
the original words (Mic 5*]. Bethlehem had by 
the very fact of Messiah's birth become by no 
means ihe least. 'Hytfi&nr is either from a variant 
(see J, a), or at any rate a less literal translation. 
But the substitution of yrj 'loOSa for ' land of 
Ephratah ' looks like a slip of memory, and suggests 
tliat the whole is a bold paraphrase of the evangelist 
himself (for parallels see G). Mt 2 18 is evidently 
from Is IP (■))« ' branch' being from the same root 
as Xafwpacot ' Nazarene '), and suggests a tradi- 
tional interpretation of the passage in this sense. 

E. Apart from B, C, and D, variations from 
LXX are due to (a) slips of memory, (6) errors of 
transcription, (c) literary corrections, (tf) exegetical 
alterations. But it is not always easy to determine 
which, or in case of (e) and (rf) to say how far 
they were intentional. In quotations from memory, 
ana even in those copied, there is a natural tend- 
ency to correct, unconsciously, according to familiar 
language and familiar ideas. We should probably 
be right, when quotations are short, in assigning 
to (a) verbal changes, considerable perhaps in 
number, but unimportant in their bearing, as Jn l a 
[Is 40*] (iroifiiaare r, bibp Kvplov, cvdciai vottirt t. 
Tpl(3ovi t. Oeod iifiuiw becomes the single phrase 
(Wurare r. 6S6r Kvplov, which gives the full sense 
more briefly). Probably Ba/SvXwfos for Aafidaxov 
in Ac 1° [Am 5 s7 ] is a slip of memory of either St 
Stephen or his reporter, the two captivities being 
confused (cf. the error about the burial-places of 
the patriarchs in 7"). We have a striking example 
of (b) in He & [Ps 95'], where ip SoKtfuurlq. is read 
for i&oKipjxaaf (LXX), the error being facilitated by 
h> r. -rapa.TiKpa.afti? above (unless it is an error of 
a very early copyist). Under (c) we should class 
corrections of Hebraisms and other clumsy con- 
structions, as Lk 3* [Is 40*], where evOeiar (68!>p) is 
altered so as to agree with dSout added by St. Luke 
in the next phrase, and 4/ rpax«a into ai rpax<uu. 
In He 8" lO" [Jer 31 M ] Suxru is omitted bo as to give 
Sidevi its proper participial construction (cf. Lk 8 10 ). 
To this head we might also refer rhetorical expan- 
sions, such as the insertion of \£yet 6 Beat or the 
like in Ac 2" 7**, Ro 12" (in He 10» spurious) 
14", 1 Co 14", 2 Co 6' 7 . To (d) would belong the 
very frequent changes of person, tense, etc., so as 
to make the quotation more directly applicable. 
Thus in 2 Co 0™ [2 S 7 s " M ] adru and avros become 
Ofup and v/ieit, and Mp is boldly changed into vloin 
k. dvyaripai, so that Nathan's words respecting 
David's son become a promise of God to Christians 
(cf. Ac 1*"). In Lk 23*" [Ps 31 s ] the future rapa- 
Q-fpofuu naturally becomes the present raparl8«nai 
in the meuth of our Lord, and in Mk 14 37 (Mt 26") 
[Zee 13 7 ] the imper. Tartar* becomes the ind. 
1st pers. fut. because the action is referred by 
Christ to God Himself. Sometimes words are 
added to give a special turn to the quotation, as 



top typop in Mt 27 10 [Zee 11'*] to refer to the field 
bought with Judas' money (unless this is a variant 
of Heb. ; see J, a). In He 10 s7 [Hab 2 s ] the inser- 
tion of <J converts a Hebraism into a Messianic 
prophecy. Sometimes words are omitted, and bo 
the quotation gets a more general and dogmatic 
character, as with fiov in Ro 1", Gal 3" [Hab 2*] 
(in He 10* it is transposed). Apparently it had 
already become a common doctrinal formula. In 
Gal 3" [Dt 2l' a ] the omission of irtrd 6eov makes the 
statement a general principle, or it may be due 
to reverence (see Lightfoot, in loc.). Still more 
frequently words were altered. In Gal 4 30 [Gn 21 w ] 
the substitution of r. i\€vdtpai for fiov 'I<rad* brings 
out more forcibly the contrast between bondage and 
freedom. In 1 Co 3* [Ps 94"] the quotation would 
be far less applicable without the correction of 
ifSpilnrup into o-otpSip. St. Paul, no doubt, felt the 
verse to imply that, however wise men might be, 
God saw their folly. In Eph 4 8 [Ps 68 ,8 J f\o/3«» 
. . . ip apOpwrifi is boldly altered into ISuKt . . . r. 
dpOpwroit, the latter being probably regarded as an 
inference from the former, and the statement of 
v. 11 clearly depends upon St. Paul's rendering. 
With this we might compare Lk 21* (contrast 
Mk 13"), where the manner of fulfilment of 
Christ's prophecy has been read, but prol»ably 
unconsciously, into the prophecy itself. Some- 
times by abbreviation the words of the original 
come to be differently applied. Thus in 1 Co 14 81 
[Is 28"- u ] the words represented by k. 066' oGrm 
(laaKoiKTorrai fiov are made to refer to ' other 
tongues,' etc., instead of to the refusal to listen to 
the words of kindness spoken by God through the 

Srophet to which the 'other tongues' stand in 
irect contrast. In Ac the phrase Kara, r&rra 
Saa is applied quite differently from its original in 
Dt 18 18 . In 1 P 3 1 *- 18 [Is 8 12 - ll ], by changing aArop 
to r. Xptarip, the words are applied to those ad- 
dressed in the Epistle, but the passage is not cited 
as a quotation. Even supposing that such changes 
were to a large extent unconscious, there is enough 
to show that the writers of NT allowed themselves 
the greatest freedom in their treatment of the 
language of OT. 

F. Combined Quotations. — These are far commoner 
than is often realized, and are of various kinds. 
Frequently we find several passages strung to- 
gether consecutively, as Ro 3 1018 , where there 
are six separate quotations so combined ; cf. He 
l 81 * etc. In Mk ll 17 (Mt 21", Lk 19**) a direct 

Quotation from Is 56 7 is followed by an allusion to 
er 7". So far had they been from fulfilling 
Isaiah's prophecy, that they were acting in the 
spirit of Jeremiah's contemporaries. Still more 
frequently different quotations are mixed together. 
Thus in Ro 9°, St. Paul, probably quoting from 
his recollection of the Heb., mixed together the 
sayings about the stone in Is 8" and in 28 w , giving 
the latter, by so doing, a sense contrary to the 
original ; or the mixture may have been intentional. 
However precious Christ was to those who believed, 
He would prove to many merely a rock of stumb- 
ling. For the somewhat similar combination of 
Is 28 18 , Ps 118", and Is 8" in 1 P 2* 7 see H, c. 
More often the combination suggests that the 
quotation is made from memory, as Gal 3 s from 
Gn 12 s 18 18 , Ac 3" from Gn 22 18 12* Jn 19 s8 
from Ex 12* 8 and Ps 34 x . The seven words 
of Jn 6 81 seem derived from three distinct sources 
(Ps 78 s *. Ex 16' 8 16*), and Ac 13 23 from at least 
four (Ps 89» 1 S 17 68 13" 2 M ). Very frequently a 
mere phrase or even a word is inserted from a 
similar passage. Thus in Mt 21 s in a quotation 
from Zee 9* the opening words etxare r. dvyarpl 2u&r 
are from Is 62". Curiously enough, in the same 
quotation St. John (I2 M * U ) begins with p.ij tpofSov, 
apparently from Is 40» (Heb.). In Lk 4 18 - 19 [Is 
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42 1 - 3 ] &*offtet\cu rtOpawrnivovt iv Atpiati is adapted 
from Is 68 8 (LXX). In Ac 3P a [Dt 18 18 - 18 - ,8 - u ] 
4>vX*l • • • ^oXoOpevd^fftrat iic r. XooO is substituted 
from Lv 17 4 , tliis and similar phrases being common 
and easily remembered. In Ac 7"- 7 [Gn 15 U - M ] 
iWorplt is from Ex 2 s * In Ac 7 M - 84 [Ex 3 s - 7 - »• 10 ] 
from Ex 2 s4 . In Ro ll 98 27 [Is 59*>-«] 
6raf Atp4\ufMi rdt apaprlas airrdf is slightly altered 
from Is 27 9 . 

G. Paraphrastic Quotations (see also D and 
E, d). — In some cases the language of a passage 
of OT is merely paraphrased to express some new 
thought, as in Ro 10 8 " 8 , which is based upon Dt 
3qis-i4 Here the original tit r. xtpav r. OaXiaa-qt is 
changed to tit r. Afiwrvov, to express the contrast 
between the descent of Christ in the Incarnation, 
etc., and His Resurrection, and thus to show that 
the inward revelation spoken of in Dent, was made 
possible by Christ and through faith in Him. 
Certain quotations are believed to be merely refer- 
ences to the general tenor of Scripture, as Jn 7 s8 , 
which some, on the other hand, regard as a para- 
phrase of such passages as Is 68". Similarly, Eph 
5 U may possibly be a paraphrase of Is (HP-* 9 -**. 
Some nave supposed Ja 4 s to be a paraphrase of 
some such passage as Wis 6 u a », but most com- 
mentators take the words as a rhetorical question 
by St. James (as RV). On Mt 2* 33 see D. 

H. Indirect Quotations (see also D). — It is quite 
possible that quotations, even though avowedly 
from Scripture, were taken directly from some 
other source. The possibility of that in 1 Co 2* 
being from some Aram, document has been already 
suggested under D. It may here be further noticed 
that the awkwardness of tne construction, unsuited 
to the context, makes it likely that St. Paul is 
quoting it as he found it ready to hand, not him- 
self adapting it from the original. It has been 
thought by some that Eph 5" may be a quotation 
from some early Christian document, but the 
words Stb \tyti make this improbable (see G). 
It is also remarkable that some Quotations are 
made with the same variants by different writers, 
or by the same writer twice, (a) In some cases 
the variant may be looked upon as traditional, 
as the omission of /iov [Hab 2*] in Ro 1", Gal 3", 
and probably the order of the commandments in 
Mk 10"»(?), Ro 13"— adultery, murder, theft— for 
adultery, theft, murder of Ex 20 I8ir - (LXX), or 
murder, adultery, theft of Dt 5" » (LXX) and of 
both (Hebrew). (6) In other cases the agreement 
may be a coincidence. Thus Mt 18", 2 Co 13 1 
abbreviate Dt 19" (LXX) in nearly the same lan- 
guage. This possibly had become almost a pro- 
verb, (c) The agreement may point to a variant 
in Heb., as Ro 9 s3 (10"), or in LXX, as Mk ISP 8 , 
Ac 7 SS (see J, a, b). (id) In other caseR, again, 
one writer has presumably copied another. Thus 
Mt and Lk retain many of the peculiarities of 
the quotations of Mk. It seems likely also that 
1 P 2 s - 7 was influenced by Ro 9 s3 . Both agree 
(1) in the combination of Is 28 18 and 8"; (2) in 
the reading iSod rl$rifu (against LXX), which can 
hardly be an independent translation of Heb., 
because, whereas St. Paul's mixed quotation is 
from Heb. throughout (see F), St. Peter, except 
when he agrees with St. Paul, follows LXX. The 
agreement of Ro 12" and He 10 30 with MT ^ for 
pS«7 of LXX and Sam. Pent., proves that the writer 
of Hebrews, who shows otherwise no knowledge 
of Heb., must have copied the quotations either 
from Romans or from some intermediate source. 
There are no variants of LXX. Still more remark- 
able is the quotation of Pr 10 13 in 1 P 4* as com- 
pared with Ja 5 20 . In 1 P it is evidently a rather 
curious and independent rendering of Heb. .(VS 
being translated by xXtj^os) ; the LXX is quite 
different. In James we have obviously a refer- 



ence to this very translation. If, as is generally 
believed, James is earlier than 1 P, both quota- 
tions and reference are derived from some other 
document, (e) When a writer quotes a passage 
twice with the same variant, as in Ro 9 s3 10", 
He 8 10 10 18 (omission of Jw<rw). the most probable 
explanation is that he consciously or unconsciously 
copied his own correction. 

I. Manner of quotation in different books (or 
sources) of NT.— {a) Synoptic Tradition. (1) In 
Mk out of 20 quotations (excluding reference in 
12 18 ), of which all but one are sayings of our Lord, 
16 are either exact, or very slightly altered, quota- 
tions of LXX. Of the remaining four l sb is prob- 
ably an early interpolation into Synoptic tradition, 
not being in the corresponding place in either Mt 
or Lk, and breaking the obvious connexion between 
1* and l 3 ; Mk 12 s - » [Dt6 4 - 8 ] is the great m?, 
which from its frequent use in devotion was prob- 
ably known to Greek Jews in its Heb. form, and 
was hence independently translated ; 14 s7 contains 
words of Christ which, if quoted as in LXX, would 
have lost all point ; in 15 M we have words of Christ 
in their original Hebrew - Aramaic form. The 
following translation, though influenced by LXX, 
aims at greater literalness (tit rl for fro rl, repeti- 
tion of pav, non-addition of the curious rp!xrxet 
ftoi). It seems that the writer, while he had re- 
ceived and retained a few sayings of our Lord as 
actually uttered, generally used LXX as a matter 
of course. (2) Mt reproduces all the Synoptic 
quotations, except the doubtful Mk l 2b , and very 
nearly as he finds them, but with a slight tendency 
(perhaps unconscious) to assimilate to LXX, Heb., 
or Aram., as perhaps in 19 18 (order of LXX in Dt, 
of LXX and Heb. in Ex and Dt), 2SP* ( + tliu LXX), 
22 s7 (^ = Heb. 3 for 4£; 8tapol<f, a LXX transl. of 
33^ for Itrxfa), 22" ( K d8ov LXX), 27 48 ('Vk(?) Heb. 
and Aram, for vfSg ; ne*){?) Aram, for Heb. .-9^). 
The following translation is a little less bold, as 
also the reference to Dt 25 5 in 22*. (3) Lk out 
of 19 Synoptic quotations (excluding Mk l ab , which 
Lk has in quite a different connexion) omits 8 and 
treats the rest with greater freedom, chiefly for 
literary reasons, as S 4 " 8 (where the continuation of 
the quotation increases the rhetorical effect. See 
also E, c). For the same purpose he abridges in 
8 io 10 s7 2017 18» 19*. In the last he, so far only, 
agrees with Mt. In 10 27 he apparently combines 
Mk 12 38 - 30 and Mt 22 s7 , reading 4 £ . . . KapSlat and 
iv . . . if/vxv> e t«-» and both f<rx&'and twota. 20 17 
is altered so as to agree exactly with LXX. The 
word k&Oov in 20 43 , though also in Mt, probably 
comes therefore from the same source, (b) The 
portions common to Mt and Lk and not to Mk. 
Quotations are found only in the account of the 
Temptation (Mt 4«- «• 7 - Lk 4 4 - »• »• »• 8 ), and are 
based in both on LXX. The 1st quotation is 
exact in Lk, in Mt longer, and part only, that 
not common with Lk, varies from LXX ; the 2nd 
is abbreviated in both, but esp. Mt, which omits 
the whole clause rov Sut4>v\&(ai <re — 6&ots aov, Lk 
retaining the first three words. Both split up the 
quotation into two parts, Mt adding xal before 
4*1, Lk Kal Stl. The third is exact in both. In the 
fourth both substitute lrpoaKvHiatit for ^Sij^Vj?. 
The kind of assimilation thus exhibited, in con- 
nexion with the difference in the order of the temp- 
tations, suggests that in both the quotations were 
taken, not from LXX, but from some other com- 
mon source, probably preserved by oral tradition, 
(c) Original quotations of Mt. These exhibit con- 
siderable variety of character, 3 only (27 3W> is an 
interpolation from Jn 19") being derived from 
LXX; 21 18 [Ps 8 s ] exactly, where Heb. ry was 
inappropriate, or at least ambiguous ; l* 3 [Is 7"] 
(notice, besides the doubtful xap6it>ot, i* yturrpl, 
'EnfiapoirfiX so spelt) with several alterations, proh- 
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ably through fault of memory ; 18 1S (adds war 
before prjfta) much abridged, file rest are from 
the Heb., as 2 ls 8' 7 , though often showing the 
influence of LXX (see A, rf), as 2" 11" 12"" 13* 
21 s ; and often very singularly paraphrased, as 
2« 2» 27"- 10 (see D ; E, rf). (rf) Quotations of a 
'Gospel of the Infancy' (originally Aramaic?). 
Lk 2" is, curiously enough, an exact quotation 
from LXX, thougn from Lv 6", not Lv 12*, the 
passage actually referred to, and is probably an 
insertion by St. Luke into the earlier translation 
of an original Aram, document; 1" is a paraphrastic 
reference , to Mai 4 4 - 8 3', based on neb. (see B); 
2* depends apparently on a variant of Heb. (see 
J, a), (e) The Original quotations of Lk, 4" and 
23*, are both from LXX ; the first a combination 
of Is 61 1 - 3 58 8 , with a slight change of order and 
construction, the second with necessary alteration 
of the text. (/) St. John's Gospel. Quotations are 
marked by brevity and freedom, with a tendency 
to attach more importance to mystical and hidden 
meanings than to the literal sense of the words ; 
usually from LXX, as 10 s - 4 12 s8 , but occasionally 
from Heb., as 13" HF (see B), in both of which 
differences between LXX and Heb. are very great ; 
but often so unlike either as to make it uncertain 
which the writer had in his mind, as 12 40 (liao/jxu 
LXX, but see J, a). On 7* see G. Combined 
Quotations are frequent (see F), as 6" 12 u - " 15" 
[Ps 35'" or 69* and 109»] 19*. There are only 4 
quotations common to any of the Synoptists, l a 
8 i7 12 <» 12* (Mt 27" is spurious); of these the 
second and third to Mt only. In all there is an 
independent rendering, and in 12" a different com- 
bination, (g) The Acts. Quotations are all from 
LXX, often quite exact, as in the long quota- 
tions, 2 s5 " 38 2 84- * J ; though differing greatly from 
Heb, as I* 3 - 43 ; sometimes following a different 
text, as 15"- 17 (see A, a (1) (2)) ; frequently abbre- 
viated, as l 20 3** 7*° 13 s * 13" 15"- " ; sometimes 
expanded, as 2"-" (for literary effect), and often 
combined, as 3 3 13P etc. (see F). On I* 3 - ° see 
E, a. (A) St. PauFs Epistles. Quotations are 
usually from LXX, as Ro 9* 1 -* 8 , but knowledge 
is shown of Heb, as Ro 9" (see B, b) 10" («I>/»i«) 
ll 4 12". In Ro, and to a less extent in 1 Co, the 
quotations from Pent, and Ps are very largely 
exact from LXX ; those from the prophetical and 
historical books vary considerably from LXX, 
are usually free, but often contain elements from 
Hebrew. It would seem probable that the former 
are usually copied from LXX, the rest quoted 
memoritcr. In Ro, out of 31 quotations from 
Pent, and Ps, only 9 are not practically exact, 
and of those 10 s " 8 is a mere paraphrase, and Ro 
9" 12" are intentionally taken from Heb. ; out of 
22 quotations from hist, and proph. books only 3 
are exact. In 1 Co, out of 9 quotations from 
Pent, and Ps, 4 are exact ; out of 9 from hist, and 
proph. books, only one. The change of ipOpdncvr 
to ffcxpQr in 3 s0 [Ps 94"], though difficult, is prob- 
ably intentional (see E, d). The distinction here 
pointed out is remarkably illustrated in Ro 3""", 
where the single quotation from Is (59 7 - 8 , Pr 1" 
is not in LXX) has 2 important variants from' 
LXX, dfe« (LXX raxtpoi) ana fypuaap (LXX otSacip), 
suggesting a menioriter quotation, whereas the 
5 quotations from Ps are practically exact from 
LXX. In Ro 3", Ec 7* is combined, by probably 
a slip of memory, with the phrase oiSi ett from 
Ps 14* or 53* (Heb. LXX has owe fortr tat ipit). 
Of the other Hagiographa, Pr 25 J, ' ia * is quoted 
from LXX exactly in Ro 12* Job 5" from Heb. 
in 1 Co 3". For the remarkable quotation in 
1 Co 2* see H. In the other Epistles the quota- 
tions are too few to make any satisfactory general- 
izations possible. On Eph 4 8 5" see E, d, and G, 
H. (») Epistle to the Hebrews. With the excep- 



tion of 10* (see H), quotations are all from LXX, 
very numerous and generally exact, suggesting 
that variations are eitiier intentional alterations, 
as 8" (10") 10* 8 (see E, c, rf), or errors of transcrip- 
tion, as 3" (see E, b). We have, however, most prok 
ably menioriter quotations in 9", where roDro for 
lSo6 looks like an unconscious imitation of the words 
of institution (cf. Mk 14* etc.), and 12*. where 
dijplof for icrrjpoi can hardly be regarded as an in- 
dependent translation of n?g|. (j) St. James. Of 
six possible quotations, three, 2 s 2 s * 4 8 , are certainly 
from LXX, and nearly exact ; 2 U may possibly be 
an independent translation of Heb. ; 5-*° is cer- 
tainly so, but is probably from some intermediate 
source (see H); 4 s , if a quotation at all, is from 
an unknown source (see G). (k) First Ep. of St. 
Peter. Though quotations are taken partly, but 
seldom very exactly, from LXX, as 2» 3" " 3"- " 
(see E, d), the influence of the Heb. is frequently 
apparent, as I s *-* [Is 40 8-8 ] (cdrrijt for &p$pa*ov of 
LXX), 2* [Is 53»] (etyOti S6\ot for S6\ov), 4 8 (where 
LXX is quite different, but see H). 2 s - 7 is prob- 
ably connected, directly or indirectly, with Ro 9 s3 , 
and proves little (see H). (I) Second Ep. of St. 
Peter. The only quotation, 2 a , is from Heb, 
nearly every word differing from LXX. (to) The 
Apocalypse contains no definite quotations, but is 
full of the thoughts and ideas and even language 
of OT. This last seems in general to point to Heb. 
rather than to LXX, as in l 6 , where paai\elar, 
lepth is evidently a translation of O'jqi n^t?? Ex 19 s 
(LXX has paelXttop Up&rcvpa), V (ftrrd, with Aram, 
of Dn 7", for LXX txl ; olnptt airrbp i&Ktmpa.*, 
from Zee 12", for A»0' &p KaTupxfaarro, cf. Jn 19 37 ), 
1" (suggested by Dn 10 8 ) which has no special 
LXX word. So ll 4 (cf. Zee 4 a - *• 14 ) 14 8 [cf. Is 21»] 
14 8 [cf. Jl 3"]. In 6" we find the phrase irat SovXot 
xal i\eCdepot instead of avytx^utvos k. 4yicaTa\t\€ifi- 
fUrot of 1 K 21" (LXX 20"). On the other hand, 
there are some signs of direct or indirect LXX influ- 
ence, as in 2 7 {TapaSeiffu, Gn 2 s etc.) 6" (/SiSXlor, cf. 
Is 34 4 LXX) 18* [Saiftofluw, cf. Is 13" LXX), etc. 

J. The bearing of NT quotations on textual 
criticism. — (a) When a quotation agrees with 
Heb. but has a single word or phrase agreeing 
with LXX, this may have come, not from LXX 
itself, but from a various reading of Heb., followed 
also by LXX. Thus in Jn 12" I6.awp.ai may point 
to a variant *xnt for In Mt 12" the words 
k. b> r. 6r6/MTt avroD t$pv Axiown, agreeing exactly 
with LXX (though so different from Heb), whereas 
all the earlier part of the quotation follows a 
totally different rendering of Heb., may point to 
Ar; cty toys ; but see A, rf. Even where a 
quotation differs more or less from both LXX 
and Heb. the difference may have arisen from a 
various reading of the latter. Thus in Mt 2 s 
i/yt/i6aip is often referred to a reading 'jiVx for 
'57* (see D). Lk 2 a points to a reading tnpiv 
n?r^ 'V for ■tartp rr+JIt Ro 9" [Is 28"] (10 11 ) to 
cha: Y> ]yWQ » or PMJW. Even if the inser- 

tion of ^ is merely a mental error, it shows that St. 
Paul had the Hebrew in his mind, and therefore 
got Karaiffxvpd^crrcu, not from LXX kcltcuoxvOVi but 
from &ir, which LXX also reads. Mt 27 8 " 10 may 
have been based on a text reading vpn tvy h}f, with 
590, 168, 251, K 2, R, for mvn !p (but see E, rf), 
and possibly M "Q"]P for " n'j. It is important also 
to notice that Mt does not support the otherwise 
probable reading of -tf* ' treasury ' for ~)f ' potter.' 
1 Co 2» seems originally due to a difference of text, 
jjkn njpj? for uvk.t 16 »jn?r, ov6* -"Vy « for mfrn dviSk 
n(pjr, and ajn? 1 ? for n-n^S (see D) (on Mt 2 s see J), 
ana on Mt 12" see A, rf). (b) When a quotation 
follows LXX almost exactly, but agrees with 
Heb. in a word or phrase, it raises the suspicion 
that it follows a different reading of LXX, as 
in Ac 13 47 [Is 49 s ] (rtfeum for 64Swica of LXX, and 
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omission of sit Siaff^mfw yivovt, which is apparently 
an interpolation from Is 49 s ) ; in Mk 12-*, Ac 7 & 
(omission of ef/u ; the ultra-Hellenistic speech of 
St. Stephen is the last place to suspect the influ- 
ence of Heb. text). The mere fact of a certain 
number of MSS of LXX agreeing with a quota- 
tion is of practically no importance, because they 
were so frequently altered into agreement with 
NT quotations. We have the most striking ex- 
ample in Ps 14 s (13 s LXX), where the whole cento 
of quotations in Ro 3 13 - 18 has found its way into B 
and some other MSS of LXX, and hence through 
the Vulg. into the English Prayer-Book Psalter, 
(c) It is just possible that quotations may throw 
light on questions connected with the text of NT 
itself, as He 3" ; see E, b. 

ii. Quotations in NT from the Apocrypha 

and Pseudepigraphical Jewish Literature.— 

These are not cited as Scripture, and with the 

exception of Jude 14 [Bk. of Enoch i. 9, tr. by R. 

H. Charles, Oxford] are not directly cited at all ; 

but there are several references, such as in Lk 

12 w *> (cf. Sir 11* ») 14'- M (cf. Sir 13»- 10 ), Jn 6» 

(of. Sir 24 S1 ), Ro 12" (cf. Sir 7 s4 ), He 1» (Wis 7*) 
4 u. is (cf- Wi8 7*1-58), j a i» ( S i r 511). 

iii. Quotations from Pagan Writers. —These 
are very few, and not alwayB easily recognized. 
Thus that of Ac lT J8b is found both in Aratus, 
Phanom. 5, and in the hymn of Cleanthes to Zeus, 
5. The quotation in 1 Co 15 s3 is mentioned by 
Lucian, Am. 43, as a saying of Menander from his 
Thais. The quotation of Tit l u is said by early 



Christian writers to come from a lost work of 
Epimenides, called real -xp^ayJLv, but is now found in 
the hymn of Callimachus (an Alexandrian poet of 
3rd cent. B.C.) to Zeus, 8. In 1 Co 12 12 :n we have 
probably a reference to the fable of Menenius 
Agrippa. But it is very uncertain whether these 
quotations, etc., point to a wide knowledge of 
pagan literature on St. Paul's part, or would not 
rather from their proverbial character have been 
generally known by men of very moderate culture 
(see Farrar's Life of St. Paul, vol. i. Exc. iii.). 

L iterator*. — Turpie, The OT in the New is, in spit* of the 
one-sided aims of the writer and many inaccuracies, a very use- 
ful book when used with proper reference to good critical 
editions and commentaries, and bag been of great service in 
writing this article. The quotations of OT are taken from 
OT in Greek, edited by H. B. Hwete, Cambridge, those of 
NT usually from the revised text of Greek Test., Oxford. See 
also L. Cappellus, Quoit, de loe. paraU. Vet. el Nov. Test. 1660 ; 
8urenhusiu8, YCDH TED five /8.£>.* »*T«aAj>>-ij<, 1713 ; Roepe, 
de Vet. Test. Loe, in apott. libr. allegation*, 1827 ; Tholuck, 
Das AU. Test. i. NT*. 1849; Kautzsch, de Vet. Test. loe. a 
Paulo allegata, I860 ; C. Taylor, The Gospel in the Law, 1869 ; 
Honnet, Let citations de ranc. test. d. Us ep.de S. Paul, 1874 ; 
Bohl, AT Citate in NT, 1878 ; Toy, Quotations in the NT, 1884 ; 
Vollmer, Die AT Citate bei Paulus, 1895 ; Johnson, The Quota- 
tions of the New Test, from the Old, 1896 : Dittmar, Vetus Test, 
in Novo,i. 1899; cf. also Jowett, St. Pauts Epistles*, 1894, voL 
i. 185 ff.; Swete, Introd. to Old Test, in Greek, 1900, p. 881 ff.; 
and Thackeray, St. Paul and Contemp. Jewish Thought, 1900, 
p. 181ff.; and for special NT books, Allen, ' The OT Quotations 
in St Mark ' in Expo*. Times, Jan. 1901 (xii. 187), and ' The OT 
Quotations in St. Matthew,' Expos. Times, March 1901 (xii. 
281) ; Lightfoot, Notes on Epistle* of St. Paul, pp. 176 ff., 210 f.; 
Westcott, Hebrews, p. 67 ff.; Mayor, Jamet, p. lxixff. The 
subject is dealt with in all the Manuals for Bible study. 

¥. H. Woods. 
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RAAMA (*=yT only 1 Ch V) or RAAMAH (raj).— 
Son of Cush and father of Sheba (Saba) and Dedan 
(Gn 10 7 , 1 Ch 1"), also mentioned by Ezekiel (27 B ) 
as a trading community by the side of Sheba. The 
LXX (in Gn A 'PeyxU ; in 1 Ch BA 'Pey/ia ; in 
Ezk B 'Po/xd, AQ 'Payp-d) identified the word with 
Regma, mentioned as a city by Ptolemy (vi. 7, 14) 
on the Persian Gulf, which is probably identical 
with Regma, which Steph. Byz. (ed. Westermann, 
p. 242) describes as a city or a gulf in the Persian 
Gulf. This latter form of the word (in most MSS 
practically indistinguishable from the other) may 
very well be Greek, meaning 1 breach.' The above 
identification is accepted by most authorities, 
including Glaser (Skizze, ii. 325), who adds, how- 
ever (p. 252), that the name is spelt in inscriptions 
with a jim. It is at present impossible to say 
whether there is any connexion between the place 
mentioned by the Greek geographers and the tribe 
mentioned in Genesis or not. Dillmann thinks 
Raama may be the ' Pa ftfuu> trot of Strabo (xvi. iv. 
24), in S. Arabia, N.W. of Chatramotittc ( = Hadra- 
maut ; see Hazarmaveth). 

D. S. Margoliouth. 

RAAMIAH (nwi ; B TSaatud, A 'tetX/td).— One of 
the twelve chiefs who returned with Zerubbabel, 
Neh V. In the pat all 1 pas sage, Ezr 2*, the name 
is Reel&iah (a^rj, B 'PetXeid, A 'PeeXlas), and in 
1 Es 5 8 Resaias (which s^e). It is impossible to 
decide with certainty what was the original read- 
ing, although frSjn probably represents it more 
nearly than JPDjrx 

RAAMSES, RAMESES (oppm Ex 1" ; o?om Gn 
47", Ex 12 37 ; LXX 'Pautao-g [D om. in Gn 47"]).— 
The city of Raamses was, like Pithom, built by 
the Israelites for the Pharaoh of the Oppression 



(Ex 1"), who has been shown by Dr. Naville's 
discovery of the site of Pithom to have been 
Ramses II. of the 19th dynasty (see Pithom). It 
was from Raamses or Rameses that the Israelites 
started when they fled from Egypt; and as the 
next stage in their journey was Succoth (Ex 12 17 ), 
Raamses could not have been far from Pithom. 
It must also have been in the land of Goshen, as is 
indeed expressly stated in Gn 47 u , where Goshen 
is called prolentically 'the land of Rameses.' 
According to LXX of Gn 46* 4 the land of Rameses' 
[D om.] included also Heroopolis or Pithom. 

Qosem or Goshen was the capital of the 20th 
nome of Lower Egypt, and is now represented by 
Saft el-Henna, at the western end of the Wady 
Tumilat, north of BelbSs, and a little to the east 
of Zagazig. The 8th nome, of which Pithom was 
the capital, adjoined the 20th to the east. We 
should therefore probably look for the site of 
Raamses somewhere between Belbfis and Tel el- 
Maskhuta. The latter was identified with Raamses 
by Lepsius, and the identification was perpetuated 
for a time in the name of Ramses given to the place 
by the French engineers during the construction of 
the Fresh-water Canal. Dr. Naville's excavations 
proved, however, that Tel el-Maskhuta is Pithom, 
and consequently the site of Raamses must be 
sought elsewhere. 

The city is mentioned in the Egyptian texts. 
We learn from them that it was built, like Pithom, 
by Ramses II., from whom it derived its name ; 
and a letter of the scribe Panbesa, translated by 
Brugsch (History of Egypt, Eng. tr. ii. pp. 96-98) 
and Goodwin (RP, 1st ser. vi. p. 11 ff.), gives a long 
and glowing description of it. Its canals are said 
to be ' rich in fish, its lakes swarm with bird », its 
meadows are green with vegetables.' The canal 
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on the banks of which it stood communicated with 
the sea, and was called Pa-sliet-Hor, ' the mere of 
Horus.' Brugsch at one time wished to identify 
it with Tanis (Zoan), where there seems to have 
been a Pi-Raniessu or 4 temple of Ramses,' erected 
by Ramses II., but the discovery of the position of 
Pithom obliged him to change his mind. An un- 
edited papyrus in the possession of M. Golcnischeff, 
moreover, distinguishes it from Tanis, and places 
it between Tanis and Zaru (on the eastern frontier) 
in a list of the towns of the Delta. 1 The land of 
Rameses ' seems to have taken its name from the 
city. 

Litbb^tvrb. — Jacques de Rouge, Gtographie ancienne de la 
Baeee-Egypte, 1891 ; H. Brugsch, Dietionnairt gtogrnphique 
de Canctenne Hgypte, 1879 ; Dillmann-Ryssel on Ex 1" ; Driver 
in Hogarth's Authority and Archaeology, 1899, p. 66; Bail, 
Light from Ike Ea*t, p. 109 f. A. H. SAYCE. 

KABBAH.— 1. (nr>. i Jos 13 s8 B 'Apd8, A 'Pafipd ; 
2S ll 1 12"-™ 'PappdO; 1 Ch 20 1 'Pappdr; Am 1" 
'Pa/3/34; Jer 49 [30] 8 'PappdO ; Ezk 25 s T*r x6\i9 
tov 'A/i/xwv), or more fully Rabbath-bene-Ammon = 
' Kabbah of the children of Ammon ' (pey 'a ; 
Dt 3" v &«pa tup vlCv 'Anfiubv ; 2 S 12* 17", Ezk 
21" *Pa(/3)Sd0 vlZv 'Auuwv, Jer 49 [30] 8 'PappdO). 
The chief and, in fact, the only city of the 
Ammonites mentioned in the OT. It was situ- 
ated about 25 miles N.E. of the north end of the 
Dead Sea, in the fruitful valley which forms the 
upper course of ths Jabbok (ez-Zerka), now called 
the W ady 'A mman (Buhl, OA P 48, 260 f. ). Under 
Ptolemy II. (Philadelphus) the city was rebuilt 
and called Philadelphia, but the original name 
seems never to have been completely lost, and is 
still preserved in the modern 'A mman. 

Apart from the isolated notice in Dt 3", where 
a passing reference is made to it as the site of the 
bed or sarcophagus of Og king of Bashan, and 
the statement in Jos 13'-* that it lay outside the 
eastern border of the tribe of Gad on the east of 
Jordan, no allusion is made in the OT to the 
capital of the Ammonites until the reign of David. 
According to the narrative of 2 S lO'-ll 1 12 s8 -' 1 
(which appears in a condensed and less accurate 
form in 8*-, see Samuel, Books of) an embassy 
was sent by David to condole with Hanun king 
of Ammon on the death of his father Nahash. 
The envoys, however, were grossly insulted by the 
Ammonite king and his servants, who, in view of 
the growing power of the Israelite monarch, were 
inclined, perhaps not unnaturally, to suspect the 
motives of his embassy. This treatment of the 
envoys could have but one result, and the Ammon- 
ites therefore at once summoned to their aid those 
southern tribes of the Aramaeans who were their 
more immediate neighbours on the east of Jordan. 
Meantime the Israelite arm}', under the command 
of Joab, had lost no time in invading the country 
of the Ammonites. Their intention, doubtless, 
was to lay siege to Kabbah itself ; for though he 
was aware (2 S 10 T ) of the alliance between the 
Ammonites and Aramaeans, Joab does not appear 
to have realized either the strength or the position 
of the Aranuean force that was opposed to him, 
until he had actually come within striking distance 
of the Ammonite capital (vv. 8 -*). The Aramaeans, 
however, as we learn from the Chronicler (1 Ch 
19 7 ), had penetrated as far south as Medeba, and 
now threatened to out off his retreat across the 
Jordan. Thus hemmed in 1 before and behind,' 
Joab perceived that his only hope of safety lay 
in assuming the offensive. He therefore divided 
his army into two, and, having entrusted Abishai 
with the task of holding the Ammonites in check, 
himself led 'all the'pieked men of Israel' in an 
attack on the more powerful Aramaeans. The 
combined movement was completely successful : 
the Aramaeans lied discomfited, and their example 



was soon followed by the Ammonites, who took 
refuge in Kabbah. Joab, however, did not follow 
up his advantage, but retired with the army to 
Jerusalem. In the following year David took 
the field in person against the Aramaeans, who 
had reassembled under Shobach, captain of the 
host of Hadadezer, at Helam (probably not far 
from Damascus), and defeated them with great 
slaughter (vv. 18 ' 19 ). The way was now clear for 
the renewal of the war with the Ammonites, and 
Joab, with the whole army and the ark (ll 11 ), was 
despatched across the Jordan to ravage the land 
of the Ammonites, and to lay siege to Kabbah 
(ll 1 ). If, as the biblical narrative seems to imply, 
both the sons of Bathsheba were born during this 
period, the siege of Kabbah must have lasted 
nearly two years. The aim of the besiegers was 
doubtless to starve out the city, rather than to 
take it by storm (ll 5 ** 21 ) : the actual fighting was 
probably confined to the occasions on which the 
beleaguered garrison attempted a sortie. It was 
by exposing Uriah the Hittite to one of these 
sallies that Joab was able to effect David's plan 
for getting rid of the former (vv. 18 ' 17 ). 

The fate of the city was finally sealed by the 
capture of the spring of water from which the 
inhabitants derived their water supply ( 12" reading 
Q!?C m 'spring of waters' for D$n vy 'city of 
waters,' so Klostermann ; but see Cheyne [Expos. 
Times, Sept. 1898, p. 143 f.], who would read here 
and in the preceding verse 03^? ry 'the city of 
Milcom ') : only in this way can we harmonize 
Joab's message (v.'-* 7 '-) with the phrase ' the royal 
city' (nptapn ry) in v. 26 . By the latter phrase is 
probably meant the royal castle or citadel, situ- 
ated at the apex of the lofty triangular plateau, 
which seems to have formed the site of the ancient 
Kabbah. 'The two sides are bounded by wadies 
which diverge from the apex, where they are 
divided by a low neck of land, and thence separ- 
ating, fall into the valley of the Jabbok, which 
forms the base of the triangle' (Oliphant, The 
Land of Gilead, p. 259 f.). The precipitous char- 
acter of the wodis — on the one side there is a drop 
of 300 ft., on the other of 400 ft.— precluded any 
access to the streams below, save at the (? artificial) 
depression which separated the citadel from the 
rest of the city. Hence the capture of the latter 
virtually placed the city at the mercy of Joab, 
and assured him of its speedy downfall.* He 
thereupon despatched messengers to David, bid- 
ding him collect the rest of his forces, and super- 
intend the final assault of the city, ' lest,' he 
adds, _ ' I take the city, and my name be called 
upon it' — in token, namely, of its conquest by him. 
(See, further, on this passage, vol. i. p. 344*). 
David at once responded to Joab's appeal, and 
shortly after his arrival the city was taken, to- 
gether with much spoil, including the crown of 
Milcom (LXX), the god of the Ammonites. (For 
a full discussion of the treatment of the inhabit- 
ants of Rabbah by David, see Driver, Notes on 
Samuel, pp. 226-229). 

From the few scattered notices of Rabbah in 
the writings of the prophets from the 8th cent, 
onwards, we gather that the city once more re- 
verted to the possession of the Ammonites. Thus 
Amos, in his denunciation of Ammon (l Mf -), pro- 
phesies the destruction of the wall and palaces of 
Kabbah, while similar language is used by Jere- 
miah (49 3 - s ) shortly before the siege of Jerusalem, 
and by Ezekiel (25 s ). ' It is noticeable that the 

* The reading of the Hebrew text ' city of waters ' is usually 
explained as referring to the lower town. But (1) the phrase 
itself is an unlikely one to be applied to a jxirt of the city, 
(2) there is no reference elsewhere to a division of the city, 
and (3) the explanation seems due to the present condition of 
the ruins of 'Amman, which date, at earliest, from Roman 
timet. 
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latter regards Kabbah as no less important politi- 
cally than Jerusalem itself (21»[Heb,»]). 

In the 3rd cent. B.C. Rabbah was still a place 
of considerable importance. After its capture by 
Ptolemy Philadelphia (B.C. 285-247) it was called 
Philadelphia, ana the surrounding district Phila- 
delphene or Arabia Philadelphensis (Bitter, Die 
Erdkunde, xv. pt. ii. p. 1154 f. ). According to 
Polybius (v. 71), the city underwent a severe and 
protracted siege under Antiochus the Great, who 
succeeded in capturing it only through the agency 
of a captive. The latter revealed the existence of 
the subterranean passage by which the garrison 
of the citadel obtained their water supply: the 
passage was accordingly blocked up, ana the gar- 
rison forced to surrender. The same authority 
makes use of the old name Rabbatamana (Pappa- 
r&nara), while Stephen of Byzantium states that 
it was formerly called Amana, and afterwards 
Astarte. Josephus describes it as the most easterly 
border-town of Penea (BJ III. iii. 3), and Strabo 
especially notes it as one of the localities inhabited 
by a mixed population. It formed one of the cities 
of the Decapolis, and in the middle of the 4th 
cent. Ammianus Marcellinus classes it with Bostra 
and Geresa as one of the fortified great cities 
of Code-Syria (Hitter, I.e.). Philadelphia, later, 
became the seat of a Christian bishop, forming 
one of the nineteen sees of 'Palopstina tertia' 
(Reland, Pal. 228). Of the Arabic geographers, 
Muknddasi (A.D. 985) describes 'Amman as the 
capital of the Belka district, lying on the border 
of the desert. He mentions the castle of Goliath 
as situated on the hill overhanging the city, and 
containing the tomb of Uriah, over which is built 
a mosque. Yakut (iii. 719), in A.D. 1225, men- 
tions it as the city of the emperor Dakiyanus 
(Decius) : he further relates the Moslem legend, 
according to which 'Amman, the fountler of the city, 
was the son of Lot's brother ("Amman = ' he who is 
of the uncle'). Abulfeda (A.D. 1321) also assigns 
the founding of the city to Lot (Guy le Strange, 
Pal. tinder the Moslems, p. 391 f.). Coins of the 
city exist with the head of Marcus Aurelius (A.D. 
161-180) and the legend ' Philadelphia of Hercules 
of Code-Syria' ; but, save for a few rude stone 
monuments, nothing remains in the way of archi- 
tecture 1 which can be referred with any certitude 
to a pre-Roman period ' (see Survey of E. Pal. pp. 
19-64, where a full description is given of the 

R resent site ; see also Baedeker* pp. 170-172 ; 
lerrill, East of Jordan, p. 398 f. ). 
2. (Jos 15«° nrin ; B ZwAftSd, A 'Apefyi ; Arebba). 
A city of Judah, apparently near Kiriath-jearim. 

J. F. Stenning. 
RABBI, RABBONI.— From 31, primarily * master ' 
in contrast with slave (Aboth l. 3 ; Sukka ii. 9 ; 
et al.), was formed, by the addition of the pro- 
nominal suffix, 'Jil ('Pa/9/91, 'Pa#3«( WH), 'my 
master,' the use of which as a title of respect by 
which teachers were addressed occurs first within 
the last century before the destruction of Jeru- 
salem. The Mishna contains several instances of 
this mode of address (Nedarim ix. 5 ; Rosh 
hnshana ii. 9 ; Bcrachoth ii. 5, 7 ; et al. ). In a 
similar way was formed Rabbonl (Pa/3/3oW Mk 10 s1 , 
"PafiSowJ Jn 20 18 , 'Paflpowet WH) from jy] or fori 
(used of God in Taanith iii. 8), an Aramaic form 
of the title used almost exclusively to designate the 
president of the Sanhedrin, if a descendant of 
Hillel, from the time of Gamaliel I. (Aboth i. 17). 
In later times the title of Rabbi appears to have 
been conferred officially upon such as were author- 
ized in Palestine to decide ritual or legal questions 
(Baba mczia 86a ; Sanhedrin 136), the corre- 
sponding Babylonian title being Rab or Mar ; but 
there is no evidence of its use in this sense before 
or in the time of Christ. Its suffix, however, 



quickly lost its specific force by a process of which 
parallels are afforded in several languages ; and in 
the NT the word occurs simply as a courteous title 
of address. Rabboni is even more respectful ; and 
in the two passages where it is used of Christ 
(Mk 10 s1 and Jn 20" 8 ) the pronominal force may not 
have entirely disappeared. Neither word occurs 
in classical use, in the LXX or other Gr. version of 
the OT, or in the Apocrypha. In the NT the shorter 
title is applied to Christ in Mt26*«, Mk 9° 11 s1 
14«, Jn 1»- • 3 2 4" 6» 9 s II 8 ; to John Baptist in 
Jr\ 3* ; whilst in Mt 23 7 - 8 Christ forbids His 
disciples to covet or use it. In Jn l* 8 a parenthesis 
states its equivalence in meaning with SiddcxaXe, 
which is in turn cited in Jn 20 18 as a synonym of 
Rabboni. RVra implicitly supports this explana- 
tion in Mt 23 8 , where, however, the text reads 
Ka$vyrrHit, a word whose primary meaning of 
' guide ' naturally suggests that of 4 teacher.' See, 
for further details and for literature, Schiirer, HJP 
II. i. 315 ft"., and cf. Daliuan, Worte Jesu, 287, 272 ff. 

R. W. Moss. 
RABBITH (rra-jn with art. ; B Aa/9et/xir, A 'Pa/3- 
fiJtd). — A town of Issachar (Jos 19*), probably the 
modern Raba, on the south part of the range of 
Gilboa. See SWP vol. ii. sheet ix. ; Muhlau in 
Riehm's HWB 1252; Guerin, Samaria, i. 336; 
Buhl, GAP 204. C. R. Condek. 

RABBONI.— See Rabbi. 

RAB-MAO (jrm; B 'PapapAO, 'Pa>fr, 
Bafidr, A 'Papa/xdic, Q 'Papa/idy [in Jer 39 (46)" 
Qr* 'Popoftty]; Vulg. Rebmag). —The title (as is 
now generally admitted) of a Babylonian official, 
apparently Nergal-sharezer, who was present at 
the taking of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 
the 11th year of Zedekiah king of Judah, together 
with all the rest of the princes (Jer 39 [Gr. 46] s ) 
and all the chief officers (v. 13 ) of the king of 
Babylon. Whether the Nergal-sharezer who is 
here mentioned, and who apparently bears the 
title, be the Neriglissar of the Greeks, who came 
to the throne of Babylon in the year B.C. 560 (16 
years later), is uncertain, but not by any means 
improbable. The explanation of the title Rab- 
mag is a matter of considerable uncertainty. 
Gesenius explains a? as magian, 'the name of 
the priests and wise men among the Medes, 
Persians, and Babylonians' [the inclusion of the 
Babylonians was pardonable before the inscrip- 
tions were made out]. G. Rawlinson and others 
have compared the title Rab-mag with the Baby- 
lonian Rubil cmga, or, more correctly, Rubtt 
cmqn ; but this, apart from its improbability in 
consequence of the difference of form, cannot be 
the original of the term, as it is not a title in the 
true sense of the word— it simply means ' the deeply- 
wise prince.' Another etymology for the second 
element is that of Fried. Delitzsch (cf. also Sieg- 
fried -Stade and Oxf. Heb. Lex.), who suggests that 
it is the same as the Assyr. mahhd, 'soothsayer' ; 
but the objections to this are the differing double 
consonant, and the absence of the compound rab- 
mahhu. The most probable of the proposed origi- 
nals "appears to the present writer and others to 
be the title rab-mugi (see Pinches in S. A. Smith's 
Keilschrifttexte Asurbanipals, Heft ii. 1887, p. 67, 
note to I. 89 ; Sayce, HUM p. 456 ; Winckler, Orient. 
Litteraturztg. 1898, p. 40). This word occurs in 
the text translated by Pinches (K 824, edge, 9) in 
the accusative (muga), and also in the oracles to 
Esarhaddon (WAI 61. 1. 26t) in the phrase atta 
ina libbi mngi, ' thou (art) in the midst of the 
princes (?),' the two lines which follow* Iwing ' I (the 
goddess Istar) in the midst of my flock (?) advance 
(and) rest.' A nasalized form, rab mungi, also occurs. 

T. G. Pinches. 
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RIB-SARIS (onp-aT ; B 'Pa^elt, A Po/3«ra/xt», in 
2 K 18"; BA Na/Wa/x/f, Na/3owr«/i, (('Q Na- 
povaapit, Q"" 'Vapmplt, in Jer 39 [46] 8 -"; Vulg. 
Rabsaris, Jtabsares). — This, like Rab-Mag, U now 
generally and rightly held to be a title, and not a 
name (see RV). 1. An Assyrian officer who went 
with the Tartan and the Rab-shakeh, whilst Senna- 
cherib was at Lachish, to demand on behalf of his 
royal master the surrender of Jerusalem, which was 
at the time besieged by the Assyrian forces (2 K 1 8 17 ). 
2. A Babylonian named Sarsechim [? ; see art. 
Neroal-Sharezer], who, with 'all the princes' 
of Nebuchadnezzar, was present at the taking 
of Jerusalem by that king in the 11th year of 
Zedekiah kine of Judah (Jer 39 s ). 3. A Babylonian 
named Nebushazban, who, after the taking of the 
city, cave authority, with other of the princes 
of Babylon who are mentioned, for the release 
and return of Jeremiah, thus enabling him to 
be taken home and to dwell with his own people 
(Jer 39"). 

The usual biblical explanation of the word is 
* chief of the eunuchs,' or, perhaps with greater 
probability, 'chief eunuch,' an explanation that 
agrees with the information yielded by the other 
Semitic languages, Arabic and Aramaic having 
practically tne same word with this meaning, and 
also verbs derived therefrom. The word onp, with 
its plural D'c*"!9, is of frequent occurrence in the 
Hebrew, and not only means ' a eunuch,' but also 
'courtier' in general, 'chamberlain.' In 2 K 25 19 
it indicates an officer wJio commanded a division 
of the army, and Potiphar, who was certainly a 
married man, is called the cnp of Pharaoh in Gn 
39'. The Assyro - Babylonian inscriptions, how- 
ever, do not furnish us with any word that contains 
this idea. A oxan, Rabsaris, named Nabu-sarra- 
usur, eponym for the year B.C. 683, is named on 
the tablet 81-2-4. 147 (Berger, Comptes rendus de 
I' Acad, des Inscr. et Belles Lettres, 1886, p. 201 ; 
CIS torn. i. fasc. 1, pp. 43, 44), but this title is not 
rendered in the Assyrian text which accompanies 
the Aramaic inscription. Winckler (in Unters. z. 
altor. Gesch. 1889, Exkurs v. p. 138) gave the ex- 
planation that this word was simply a transcrip- 
tion of the Assyro- Babylonian rabu-Sa-rcSi, a sug- 
gestion that was afterwards continued by the 
discovery of the title in question on the British 
Museum tablet 82-7-14, 3T)70, written rvbd-Sa-ri-e- 
Su (read -re&u) ; cf. Academy, June 25, 18U2. This 
expression means 'chief of the heads' or principal 
men,* and being apparently not a usual title, we 
may perhaps conclude that it was not often given, 
and may have been one of great honour. Of its 
age nothing can be said, — the earliest date known 
is B.C. 683, — and how long it had been in use 
before then cannot even be guessed. As to the 
etymology, that is very simple. The first com- 
ponent part is the common Assyro-Babvlonian 
word rabvi, meaning, in compounds, ' chier,' equi- 
valent to the Heb. 21. The second word is the 
particle 4a, meaning 'of,' and the third is rr&u 
'head' (the Heb. PtH), seemingly one of the 
numerous short words of masculine form which were 
the same in the plural as in the singular. Whether 
the Heb. onp is derived from Sa-rc&u, without the 
rab, and obtained the meaning of ' eunuch ' from 
the circumstance that many of those who bore the 
title Rab -saris had authority over the eunuchs, 
or whether the Hebrews assimilated this Assyro- 
Babylonian title to a word already well known in 
their language, and common Semitic property, is 
unknown ; but the former would seem to be the 
more probable. In any case the word as used in 
2 K 18' 7 and Jer 39 s - a must be held to represent the 

• Cf . Dn 1», where the ' master of hi* eunuchs ' (vgnp-ai, LXX 
■nd Theod. a^iK»*«x«r) seems to have had charge of ' the seed 
royal and the nobles.' 



Assyro-Babylonian rabu-Sa-reiu, whatever opinion 
be held with regard to the other passages where it 
occurs. It is noteworthy that the sibilants are 
in both cases 0, for which the Assyro-Babylonian 
has 6, affording another proof that the sound tran- 
scribed by the latter was often not sh, but simply 
*, in later times, in Assyria and Babylonia. 

T. G. Pinches. 
RAB-SHAKEH (nftfyj; 'Pafdi^t.'Pa^dfnjt ; Rab- 
saws). — The title of the officer sent by Sennacherib 
with the Tartan and the Bab-saris to demand the 
surrender of Jerusalem, at that time besieged by 
the Assyrian forces (2 K 18 17 - u - 37 19 4 - 8 , Is 
362. 4. 11-1S. » 37*. s,_ He came, with a great army, 
accompanied by the other dignitaries who are men- 
tioned, from Lachish, and ' called to the king.' In 
response to the summons, the officials of Hezekiah's 
court replied, and the Rab-shakeh pronounced to 
them a long and insolent message to their royal 
master, increasing the violence of his tone when 
requested to speak in Aramaic, and not in Hebrew 
' in the ears 01 all the people that are on the wall.' 
From this it will be seen that this official was one of 
some attainments, as, besides his native Assyrian, 
he must have known Hebrew very well ; and the 
remonstrance of the Jewish representatives of the 
king who were parleying with him implies that he 
knew Aramaic also, probably because it was the 
language of a large section of the Assyrian people, 
and therefore, in a sense, a second mother-tongue 
to him. The first opinion of scholars concerning 
the title Rab-shakeh was that it meant ' chief of 
the cupbearers ' ; • but there must have been con- 
siderable doubt as to the correctness of this render- 
ing, as such an official would hardly have been 
sent on an errand of this kind. When, therefore, 
the cuneiform inscriptions began to be more 
thoroughly studied, the suggestion was made that 
the Rab-shakeh of the passages quoted was the 
same as the rab-saki of the texts. This word is a 
compound, consisting of rab, const, case of rofeii, 
' chief,' = the Heb. a - ?, and saki, plural of saku, 
from the Akkad. saga, ' head,' the whole meaning 
' chief of the heads,' or ' captains ' (cf. Rab-saris). 
The list of names of officials printed in WAI ii. 
pi. 31, No. 2, mentions the rab-saki between the 
rab-Sumgar or rab tsegar ('chief of the supply?') 
and the saki or rrSe, 'officers' or 'captains.' In 
the time of Tiglath-pileser the Sut-saki who was 
sent to Tyre as rab-.iaki received tribute from 
Metenna 01 that city, from which it may be con- 
cluded that the Rab-shakeh or Rab-saki was a 
military officer of high rank, regarded as possess- 
ing some ability as a diplomat. The Rab-kisir, 
'chief of a force,' also often bore this title (tablet 
K 1359, col. i. 36, ii. 7, 10, iii. 1, iv. 11). See 
Schrader, KAT 1 319, 320 [COT ii. 3, 4]; Sayce, 
HUM 441, 442. T. G. Pinches. 

RACA occurs Mt 5 M only, and in its Greek form 
is variously spelt — paiei (Wll, with cod. B), ^ax<* 
(Tisch. with codd. tt*D). It is the Aramaic, *B~i, 
a form of 'empty' (Heb. P*i), the first a 
in the Greek being due to a Galiltean change. 
The x m Tischendorf's spelling is, like the first x 
in 'Axt^Sa/idx (Ac l lv , codd. rA), due to the assi- 
milation in the pronunciation of jCoph to the 
aspirated Kaph (Dalman, Uramm. des Jud.-Pal. 
Aravuiisch, pp. 66, 138, 304). Raca appears to be 
a word of contempt, 'empty,' so 'worthless,' in- 
tellectually rather than morally, like the worthless 
(P"!), empty-headed fellows whom Abimelech at 
Shechem hired to be his followers, Jg 9 4 ; like the 
Kevot, Ja 2*. the empty-head, who boasts of a 
faith which is intellectual only ; or like the 
' ignorant,' called by the Rabbis Kjjn, because, for 

• See Oeaenius (Tregelles' tr.), i.v. Luther's translation is 
generally, in accordance with this, Entehenke. 
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example, they could not conceive how God could 
build the gates of Jerusalem of gems 30 cubits 
high and 30 cubits broad ( Eden-he im, Life and 
Times of Jems, i. 538). Obviously, as rebuked by 
Christ, it is an advance upon mere angry feeling 
(dpyttfuevoi), in proportion as utterance is less self- 
controlled than silence ; and, on the other hand, it 
does not betray so complete a loss of self-control 
as the word of climax, the more positive /wpi, 
'fool,' i.e. godless, good - despising fool, moral 
reprobate.* 

But the precise force of Baca, as compared with 
that of repressed anger and of 'fool,' cannot be 
estimated apart from the gradations of court or 
penalty from which Christ draws His analogical 
illustrations ; and these gradations are too readily 
taken for granted as historical and intelligible, 
even by some of the foremost commentators in 
England and in Germany. It is quite commonly 
assumed (1) that Christ uses xpltru for the local or 
provincial court in a Jewish town or village ; (2) 
that such a court could try cases of murder ; (3) 
that it could punish the murderer, but only with 
the sword ; (4) that the Sanhedrin (owi&fnov) alone 
could inflict 4 the more painful and degrading pun- 
ishment of stoning'; (5) that yttwa. rod wvp&t was 
the valley of Hinnom, and that in it the corpses of 
criminals were burned, the most degrading and 
most abhorred punishment of all. But, as a matter 
of fact, there is, outside this passage itself, no 
trustworthy evidence for any of these assump- 
tions (see, for instance, Gehenna, vol. ii. p. 119 b ). 
It is true that the Talmud may be quotea for the 
second assumption (cf. Sanhedrin i. 4, as referred 
to in Schurer, UJP II. i. 154) ; but this evidence is 
shaken, first, by the extreme improbability of the 
statement in the light of the fact that no execution 
was permitted, even to the Sanhedrin, except 
by consent of the Procurator (cf. Jn 18 s1 ) ; and 
secondly, by the important qualification that the 
Talmud is often purely academic, speaking of 
things that ought to be as though they were. The 
Talmudic passage just cited was not written down 
till the 2nd cent. A.D., and represents what, in 
the opinion of the Rabbis, ought to be the pro- 
cedure, and what would be in an ideal Judah under 
Rabbinical rule. The same statement is made by 
Maimonides 1000 years later, when it could not 
be historically true.t Accordingly, it appears im- 
possible to estimate, with any confidence, the exact 
relations of 'the judgment,' 'the* council,' 'the 
gehenna of fire,' in our Lord's picture, and there- 
fore, so far, the exact relations of the three stages 
of anger. Two salient points, however, emerge 
like headlands out of the mist. (I) Christ hands 
over all anger, even silent anger, to be tried as a 
murderous act, to be tried (it should be added) on 
its merits (cf. evoxos rg KpUrtt), and not ipso facto 
and at once condemned. (2) Christ is no verbal 
Pharisee. That it is not the utterance of a word, 
but the spirit of the utterance, that is reprehended, 
is plain from the fact that He can use avorjroi, a 
word, like St. James's ko>4, practically identical 
with Baca, when rebuking the spiritual dulness of 
two of His immediate followers (Lk 24* e ). 

J. Massie. 

FACAL. — Amongst those to whom David is said 
(1 S 30'-*) to have sent a share of the spoil after his 
return to Ziklag, are mentioned 'they that were 
^j"ja'; but probably the last word ought to be 
coirected, after the LXX [in Kap^Xy), to ^]9f, 'in 

* It seems bettor to take this word as the voc. of futfit, one 
of the LXX translations of nabiil, 'fool' (cf. the practical 
atheist of Is 32"), than as a transliteration of the ptcp. n~p 
* murmuring,' ' refractory,' Nu 20M (LXX irubui), there being 
no evidence that the latter was a common Heb. word of 
opprobrium. (See Fool). 

f On this particular point the present writer is indebted to a 
private letter from Dr. Neubauer. 



Carmel (of Judah, Joa 15», 1 S 25 s ). So Well- 
hausen, Driver, Budde, Lohr, H. P. Smith, et al. 

RACE See GAMES in vol. iL p. 108. 

RACHEL, once (Jer 31" AV) Rahel* (Vj 'a 

ewe,' Gn 31" al. ; 'Paxi)X; Bachel).— The younger 
daughter of Laban, whom Jacob, arriving at Haran 
(Gn 29 1 " 8 ), meets, as she comes to water her father's 
sheep (v. 8 * ), at a well in the open country (v. 1 ). 
Impressed by her beauty, and deeply in love with 
her (29 17 " 40 ), Jacob agrees to serve Laban for seven 
years, if he may then have her for his wife ; but 
Laban, at the end of the stipulated time, fraudu- 
lently substitutes his elder daughter, Leah, and 
only consents to give him Rachel as well upon his 
agreeing to serve him seven years more (29 21 "* > ). 
Leah, though less loved by her husband than 
Rachel, is blessed with four children ; this arouses 
in her younger sister feelings of discontent and 
envy, and petulantly reproaching Jacob she bids 
him take her handmaid, Billiah, as a concubine (cf. 
lO*-), that she may be 'built up' — i.e. (16 s ) obtain 
a family— from her (30 1 * 4 ). Two sons, Dan and 
Naphtali, are born accordingly to Bilhah : the ex- 
planations given of their names (30*- 8 ) are meant 
to indicate Rachel's recognition that God had now, 
at least in a measure, granted her her due, and 
that she had won, after her long ' wrestlings ' with 
her sister, His favour and blessing. ' The struggle 
of these two women for their husband gives us a 
strange picture of manners and morals, but must 
not be judged by our standard ' (Payne Smith) : at 
the same time, so far as the temper and attitude of 
Rachel are concerned, it is only fair to remember 
that Leah was not the wife of Jacob's choice, but 
had been forced by fraud into what was really 
Rachel's own rightful place in his house. Rachel s 
anxiety to have a son of her own is, however, 
evinced before long in her eagerness to obtain some 
of the youthful Reuben's mandrakes, or love-apples 
(30"'-). At last, the long-delayed hopes are accom- 
plished, and Joseph is born (SO* 8 " 9 *). 

Six years later (31* 1 ), when Jacob meditates 
quitting the service of Laban (81 M ), both wives 
endorse cordially his reasons for doing so (SI 4 *- u ' u ), 
and accompany him. Rachel, at once unscrupu- 
lous and superstitious, steals her father's teraphim 
(31 1B ), hoping, no doubt, that they would bring her 
and her husband prosperity ; 31"*" describes the 
ready wit by which she conceals the theft from her 
indignant father. Rachel is next mentioned on 
the occasion of Jacob's meeting with his brother 
Esau (33 1 * 15 ), when the superior affection which he 
still felt for her is shown Dy. the position assigned 
to her and Joseph (33 1 -*- 7 ). Her death, shortly 
afterwards, at the time of Benjamin's birth, soon 
after Jacob left Bethel, is recorded in 35 ,6 - w (cf. 
48 7 ). She and her sister Leah are alluded to in 
Ru 4 U as foundresses of the house of Israel, and 
types of wedded happiness and prosperity. Like 
Rebekah (Gn 24), Rachel at first (Gn 29) produces 
a favourable impression upon the reader: she is 
attractive, not only in person, but also evidently 
in manner and aduress; she stirs Jacob's deepest 
affections ; their long and patient waiting, followed 
by a cruel disappointment, enlists our sympathies ; 
but the sequel snows that, like her aunt, she is not 
exempt from the family failings of acquisitiveness 
and d uplicit y. 

The I sr. tribes are grouped around Leah and Rachel ; to it 
is evident that they both possess a tribal as well as a personal 
significance. For speculations as to what historical facts may, 
from this point of view, be supposed to be represented by them 
— e.g. the growth of 'Israel out of elements more or less 



• As regularly in the ' Great Bible ' (1639-41) and the Geneva 
Version (1560) ; Coverdale (1536) and the ' Bishops' Bible ' (1688), 
however, have regularly 'Bachel.' 
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originallv distlnct-eee EwaM, Hut. i. 871-8; 8Ude, (IV 1 I. 
146 If. ; Wellh. Hurt. 432 ; Quthe, G VI (1899), PP- 5 ' , «0 « ! 
ct Bkmj amis, voL L p. 272b, Jacob, vol il. p. 683 f . 

Rachel'i grave.— In Gn 35" it is said that 
Rachel died when there was yet ' a distance (!) of 
land ' (fjW "T?3) to go to Ephrath ; and in v. w (cf. 
48 7 ) Jacob is said to have buried her * in the way 
to Ephrath (that is Beth-lehera),' and (v.-°) to 
have ' set up a pillar ' (jma&ebah) — i.e. here, as 
often in Pheen. (CIS I. i. 44, 48, 57, etc.), a sepul- 
chral monument — ' upon her grave : that is the 
pillar of Rachel's grave unto this day.' The locality 
must consequently have been well known when 
the narrative (E) was written ; and, in fact, it is 
mentioned as a well-known spot in 1 S 10 s , and also 
alluded to in Jer 31 18 (where the prophet poetically 
imiigines Rachel, the mother of Joseph and Ben- 
jamin, as weeping, over the captivity of the last 
remnants of her nation, as on their way to exile 
they passed near her tomb; cf. 40 1 ).* The spot 
which, from at least the 4th cent.,t has been 
shown traditionally as the site of Rachel's grave, is 
about four miles S. of Jerusalem and one mile N. 
of IJeth-lehera ; here there is now the fCubbet Rdhil 
or ' dome of Rachel,' a stone structure, of com- 
paratively modern date, exactly like an ordinary 
Moslem ' wely,' or tomb of a holy person, about 
23 ft. square, surmounted by a dome, and contain- 
ing an apparently modern sarcophagus ; on the E. 
an oblong chamber and court nave been recently 
added.; 

A serious difficulty, however, arises in this con- 
nexion. In 1 S 10 s Rachel's tomb is described quite 
clearly as being on the ' border of Benjamin, i.e., 
obviously, the N. border between Benjamin and 
Ephraim, not far inm% Bethel (v.*), which was 10 
miles N. of Jerusalem ; and a site in the same 
neighbourhood is strongly favoured by Jer 31", 
where Rachel is represented as weeping at (or 
near) Ramah, 5 miles N. of Jerusalem. || The 
distance which pm maa was understood to express 
is uncertain ; but it can hardly (cf. 2 K 5") nave 
been as much as 15 or 16 miles. We seem, there- 
fore, reduced to one of two conclusions : either 
(Knob., Graf, Stade, ZAW , 1883, pp. 5-8 ; Riehm, 
HWB\ 1281 f.; Holzinger, al.) Ephrath, though 
elsewhere identified with Beth lehem (Ru 1* 4", 
Mic 5 s ), is here the name of a place near Ramah (in 
which case the words ' that is Be th-lehem ' in 35" 48 7 
will be an incorrect gloss); or (Nold., Del., Dillm.) 
there were two different traditions as to the site of 
Rachel's grave— one tradition (1 S 10 s , Jer 31") 
placing it near Ramah, the other (Gn 35>» 48 7 ) 
placing it near Beth-lehem. As Rachel has other- 
wise no connexion with Judah, while she is con- 
nected closely with Joseph and Benjamin, the 
former alternative is perhaps the more probable 
(Buhl, Geogr. 159, does not decide between them). 

S. R. Driver. 

RADDAI CV. ; B ZaSdal, B» b ZapSaL, A 'PaMai).— 
The fifth son of Jesse, 1 Cu 2". 

SAO, RAGGED. — The words properly translated 
•rag' are (1) dt», pieces torn off, from jnB to 
rend, which is ti 3 « rags ' in Pr 23 s1 , but in 1 K 

* Ml 2" f is, of coarse, an application, not an Interpretation, 
of the prophecy. 

t See the Itinerary of the Bordeaux Pilgrim, a.d. 888 (In the 
series of the Pal. Pilgrims' Text Soc i. 20 t.% and the Pil- 
grimage of Paula (ib. p. 3, at the end of the vol.) in Jerome's 
Bp. ad Buttoekium (ed. Boned, iv. 2, 674 ; ed. Vallarsi, i. 
892). 

!8ee, farther, Robinson, BRP L 218, Hi. 278 ; Bid.* 129 f.; 
PEP Mem. iii. 129 f. (with a view). 

| Hie terms of 1 8 10** hardly enable us to fix its site more 
specifically : see an attempt by Schick, ZDPV iv. (1881) p. 248 f. 
(=PBPSt, 1883, p. Ill); abandoned PBPSt, 1898, p. 19. 

B It may be worth observing that, though Jos 18" (P) makes 
the N. border of Benjamin pass close to the 8. of Bethel, 1 K 1517 
seems to imply that the 8. border of the N. kingdom was ot 
Ramah ; see abo Jg 4». 
VOL. IV.— 13 



ll*-*', 2 K 2 ,s simply 'pieces,' being preceded by 
the verb ; (2) O'rfyj, worn-out clothes, from [n^p] to 
wear out, tr* ' rotten rags ' in Jer 38 n * the only 

tlace where it occurs ; (3) pa*ot, tr 4 ' rag ' in Ad. 
st 14". In Is 64 a ' All our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags ' (o^p i^f), the word tr 4 ' rags ' (ta) is 
simply 'clothing,' 'a garment' ('from the filthy 
clothing of the leper to the holy robes of the high 
priest' — Oxf. Heo. Lex.); 11 V 'as a polluted gar- 
ment.' The specific allusion here is to a vest is 
menstinis polluta ; cf. Is 30". 

The root meaning of the Eng. word 'rag' is 
neither 'torn' nor 'worn,' but rotigh, shaggy 
(Swed. ragg or rugg, rough hair), whence the adj. 
ragged was used as we now use 'nigged' in the' 
sense of lagged, applied to rocks, etc. So in AV 
Is 2 s1 ' the tops of the ragged rocks ' ; and Sir 
32 h - d,u « ' Of a ragged and a smooth way.' Cf. 
Shaks. Rich. II. v. v. 21- 

' How these vain weak nails 
May tear a passage through the flinty ribs 
Of this hard world, my ragged prison walls.' 

And Milton, L' Allegro, 9 — 

' There, under ebon shades and low-browed rocks, 
As ragged as thy locks.' 

J. HASTTN08. 

RAGAU.— See following article. 

RAGES fPd-vo* [K in To 9 s - *'Pdyai] rijt Uifila,).— 
Now Rai near Teheran. The city, whose ruins 
occupy a space about 4500 yards long by 3500 broad, 
gave its name to Media Ragiana, and commanded 
the approach to the Caspian Gates. The size and 
thickness of its walls, and the number of towers 
with which they are flanked, must have made it 
one of the strongest fortresses of the Persian em- 

E3ire. According to the Vendidad it was colonized 
r the advancing Aryans after they had left 
yrcania and before they reached Khorassan, 
and it was there that they were mingled with two 
other races and so first came into contact with 
heretics. An old tradition asserted that Zoroaster 
was born there (see de Harlez, Introduction a 
rttude de FAvesta, Paris, 1882). In the Behistun 
Inscription Darius calls it Raga in Media, and 
states that the Median pretender Frawartish or 
Phraortes fled to it after his defeat; he was, 
however, captured, and after being tortured was 
sent to Ecbatana to be impaled. At a later date 
Alexander passed through it in pursuit of Darius 
Cddomannus, eleven days after leaving Ecbatana. 
It was rebuilt or enlarged by Seleucus 1., who gave 
it the name of Europus (Strabo, XI. xiii. 6), which 
was supplanted by that of Arsacia after the 
Parthian conquest. In the age of Isidorus {§ 7) it 
was still « the greatest city in Media.' In Strabo 
and Arrian the name appears as Ragce ; Ptolemy 
(vi. 5) makes it Rag eta. 

Rages is often mentioned in the Bk. of Tobit. 
Tobit left there ten talents of silver (1" 4 1 ), and 
Tobias, accompanied by the angel Raphael, started 
for Rages in quest of this deposit, which was 
finally recoverea by the angel (6* 6*' ,s 9 s ). Accord- 
ing to Jth l*- u Ragau ("Pa-va!/, evidently another 
form of Rages) was the scene of the decisive battle 
in which Nebuchadnezzar ' king of the Assyrians ' 
defeated and slew Arphaxad the Median prince. 
It is possible that in the story of Arphaxad we 
have a distorted reminiscence of the overthrow 
and capture of Frawartish. A. H. Sayce. 

RAGUEL.— 1. The AV form (LXX •PayowJX), in 
Nu 10», of Reuel. See Hobab and .Iethro. 2. 
The father of Sarah, the wife of Tobias, To "• 18 
14 1S . The name, which is the same as the Heb. 
Reuel, occurs as that of an angel in Enoch xx. 4. 

RAHAB (arrj, 'Pod/S).— The heroine of the ad- 
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venture of the spies sent by Joshua to ascertain 
the strength of Jericho and the feeling of the 
people there. The story of her reception of the 
two young men, and the clever devices by which 
she hides them, contrives their escape, ana bathes 
the pursuit ordered by the king of Jericho, is told 
in Jos 2, assigned by critics to JE (vv. 10 - 11 D 3 ), and 
exhibiting all the ease and grace of that narrative, 
all its power of delineating life and character. A 
few lively touches bring the whole scene vividly 
before us, and suggest much that is not told in 
detail. We see the house on the wall, probably 
near the gate of the city, and convenient for resort, 
certainly convenient for escape. On the roof are 
drying stalks of flux, an indication of the inmate's 
busy toil, possibly of a particular trade. Here 
she dwells alone, but she has a father and mother, 
and brothers and sisters residing in the town. 
She is a harlot, for the word afli applied to her 
(LXX r6prn; Vulg. meretrix) refuses to be softened 
down to 'innkeeper' (Josephus, Chrys., Chald. 
VS), but she may have combined with this unhappy 
calling the more honourable occupation of weaving 
and dyeing. She had evidently been brought into 
communication with the outside world, and had 
heard of events going on beyond the Jordan, which 
had caused the tenor of Israel to fall upon the 
inhabitants of Canaan. She was convinced that 
the God of the Hebrews would open a way for His 
people into Jericho. In this belief she obtained a 
promise from the spies of protection for herself 
and family in return for her help. A scarlet line 
hanging from the window by which they had 
escaped was to be the sign that the house, with 
all its inmates for the time, should be spared. The 
Israelites would be guiltless of the blood of any 
member of Rahab's family caught outside the 
house. 

.Joshua kept the agreement to the letter (Jos 
6"' *»■»-»), and the narrative states 'and she 
dwelt in the midst of Israel unto this day.' 

' A nation's gratitude long preserve* the names of those who 
by opportune information open for a besieging host the path 
to victory ' (Ewald, who cites a parallel instance soon to follow, 
jg 182-as, and illustrates from profane history, HI iL 247, Eng. tr.). 
In fact the conduct of Rahab was recognized with gratitude 
and kept long in memory by Jew and Christian alike. Accord- 
ing to a rabbinical tradition she married Joshua himself, and 
became the ancestress of seven prophets (Lightfoot, Born 
Heb. ad Mt Christian estimates of her worth are even 
more remarkable. One NT writer places her in the roll of the 
heroes of faith (He ll 31 ), another quotes her as Justified by- 
works (Ja 2 s5 ). Clement of Rome declares she was saved 
through her faith and her hospitality, and claims for her 
the gift of prophecy, since the scarlet line foretold redemption 
by the blood of Christ (ad Cor. i. 12). The same allegorical 
interpretation is assumed by all ancient ecclesiastical writers 
(see Jocobson, Pat. Ap., who cites Just. Mar. Tryph. cxi. ; Iren. 
iv. 20. 12 ; Origen, Ambrose, Jerome, Augustine, and Theodoret). 
None of these writers, any more than the NT, think it necessary 
to change 'harlot' into 'innkeeper' with Josephus and Chry- 
sostom. Irenasus, in his reference to her, recalls how publicans 
and harlots were admitted into the kingdom of heaven. We 
know nothing of her after-conduct, but we may well believe 
that the faith which an apostle could praise was accompanied 
by a true conversion. 

' As to Rahab's lie to the king, and her betrayal of her own 
countrymen, all that need be said is, that while neither can be 
approved, both may be extenuated by her situation. 

. The most interesting question in connexion with 
this woman arises from the mention of a Rahab 
('Pax&P) in the genealogy of Mt I s 'And Salmon 
begat Boaz of Rahab' (RV), which thus makes her 
an ancestress of our Lord. The patristic age seems 
to have taken the identification with Rahab of 
Jericho for granted. But in the 11th cent. Theo- 

Shylact could write, 'There are some who think 
lachab to be that Rahab the harlot who received 
the spies of Joshua the son of Nave.' A Dutch 
professor, G. Outhov, urged difficulties in the way 
of identification (in the Jiiblioth. Brem. hist, philol. 
Theol. ch. iii. p. 438), and was answered by Wolf 
(C'wr. philol. et crit. in Mt I s ). That the 'Pad'p of the 



LXX and of Hebrews and James should be "Pax&p 
in Matthew appears at first improbable. But the 
latter has the support of Josephus, who always 
speaks of Rahab as ri 'Pax&Py. A second objection 
would be more serious if it rested on the mention 
of Rahab alone, but it is a chronological difficulty 
not affected by the question of her identity, and 
may therefore be dismissed here. There is no 
improbability in the marriage of Rahab to Salmon 
son of Nahshon (Nu 7 la , 1 Ch 2 10 ) (see Alford on 
Mt I s ). The difficulty arises from the names Boaz, 
Obed, Jesse being made to bridge the interval 
between Rahab and David. 

LrriRATURK.— In addition to authorities already cited, see 
Bengel, Lightfoot, and Olshausen on Mt 1* ; Mill, I>e*cent and 
Parentage of the Saciour; Patrick, Grotius, Hitzig, Keil, 
Dillmann. and Steuernagel on Jos 2 and « ; Schleusner, Lex. 
ST, t.v. re/..,. A. S. AOLEN. 

RAHAB (3.Tj).— A mythological and symbolical 
term meaning ' the raging monster,' 'the impetuous 
one,' which occurs 6 times in UT (RV). 

As a verb, 3.TI is found twice in Qal : Pr 6 s ' importune thy 
friend" (AV 'make sure' [Toy remarks that 'importune is 
hardly strong enough ; beget , betiege, auail better express the 
impetuosity involved in the Heb. term']; LXX w*fHu»t t»» 



come me' (RVm 'make me afraid' [so Budde, utzen mieh in 
Schreeken] ; AVm 'have puffed me up' ; Duhm, regen mieh avf 
[so Siegf ried-8tade. erregen (ge»ehUehtlich)\ ; LXX «>im»«> 
a* ; but it is very doubtful whether these last three renderings 
are possible ; probably ' confuse ' or ' perturb' [Syr. *OCTl5 j 1 ia 
the meaning, see Driver, LOT* 446 n.); Ps 138» 'Thou didst 
encourage me' (Driver, Par. Ptalter, 'Thou niakest me proud ' ; 
LXX w t \v.fi,eu< ftt).— The noun arh is used in Ps 9010 [ on ly] 
'their pride' (AV, following Kimchi, interprets the root here 
falsely in the sense of 'strength' [so in Is SO* and Ps 138*] ; 
LXX ro a-Ai7w uurit [by confusion with ?">]), and the 
adjective arn (in plur.) in Ps 40(4) e [only] 'the proud' (LXX 

1. The first occurrence of 3.tj we shall examine 
is Job 9" arrj % !W inn?* te* 3T.-K 1 ? ? i > 1 ?? ; LXX 
B avrbs yap axiffrparrai opyhv, tut airrou iKap.<pOr)aaw 
KijTii ra int' ovpaviv ; RV ' God will not withdraw 
his anger, the helpers of Rahab [m. 'or arrogancv, 
see Is 30 7 '] do [m. ' or did '] stoop under him ' ; AV 
' (If) God will not withdraw his anger, the proud 
helpers [m. 'Heb. helpers of pride or strength'} 
do stoop under him.' The meaning distinctly 
appears to be, ' God withdraws not his anger (till 
it has accomplished its purpose) ; even the helpers 
of Rahab bowed [note the perf. inn?, referring to 
some definite occasion] under him ; how much less 
can I (Job) stand before him.' What now is the 
allusion ? There can be little doubt that it is to the 
mythical conflict in which the Creator was said to 
have vanquished the supposed primeval dragon of 
the deep. This myth is most familiar to us in the 
Babylonian Creation -epos, where there is a very 
detailed account of the victory of Marduk over 
Tiamat (cf. t(h6m, Gn I s ) and her eleven ' helpers' 
(see art. Babylonia in vol. i. p. 220 b f. ; Sayce, 
HCMQSff. ; Ball, Light from the East, 2ff.). 

From the use of llahab for the raging sea monster 
(who appears, in certain forms of the myth current 
amongst the Jews, to have been thought of not as 
finally destroyed, but as imprisoned in the sea, 
and destined to be slain at last by Jahweh's sword, 
Is 27 1 ; cf. the Egyptian myth or the defeat of the 
serpent Apopi) the transition is easy to the appli- 
cation of the term to the sea itself. So in 2, Job 
26'*, where, however, the same mythological allusion 
underlies the two parallel clauses, ' He quelleth the 
sea with his power, and by his understanding he 
smiteth through Rahab' (3rn pre Srossnai a n yj-j m:? ; 
LXX B iayyi Kariravffev ttjp B6.\aaaa», ino~rhp.jj 6i 
tarpunat rb xt/toi ) ; RV ' He stirreth up [m. ' or 
slilleth'] the sea with his power, and by his under- 
standing he smiteth thrqugh Rahab'; A V (wrongly) 
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* He dividetli the sea with his power, and by his 
understanding I e sniiteth through the proud ' [rti. 

* Heb. pride ']. Cf. Ps 74 ,>w . 3. Very similar is Is 
51* pie ribbnc 3.tj njyq;.n K'rrPH k^t ; LXX B ov au tl 
i) tptinovoa. O&Xaaaav, t>8up &(ivaaov r\i,0ot ; KV ' art 
thou (.tc. the arm of the Lord) not it that cut 
Rahab in pieces, that pierced the dragon ? 1 ; AV 
' art thou not it that hath cut Rahab and wounded 
the dragon ? ' The reference here appears to be to 
the destruction of the Egyptians, under the figure 
of a monster (see Sea Monster), at the Red Sea 
(cf. v.'° 'art thou not it which dried up the sea, 
the waters of the great deep; that made the depths 
of the sea a way for the redeemed to pass over ? '). 
*. One other parallel to this is Ps 89'° pnyi n?* 
1TJ I LXX aii iratrtlvuxxai in rpav/xariap VTepif- 
<t*xrov ; A V and RV * Thou hast broken Rahab [m. ' or 
Egypt '] in pieces, as one that is slain.' The mean- 
ing of this clause is interpreted by what follows, 
'Thou hast scattered thine enemies with the arm 
of thy strength,' and this again by the preceding 
verse, * Thou rulest the pride of the sea ; when the 
waves thereof arise, thou stillest them.' There 
may be a veiled allusion to Egypt here, as in Is 51", 
but such a conclusion is not necessary. 

5. In our next example the epitnet Rahab is 
applied to Egypt, Is 30 7 vm-jjj nqp p~n by} BT$f& 
nyp On arrj T\H\b ; LXX Alyinrnoi pdrcua *al tceva 
uQeXiiaownv i/fidf ardYyciXor aCrroit Srt narala. ^ rapd- 
xXi^rtt vfiQiv aCnj : RV ' for Egypt helpeth in vain 
and to no purpose ; therefore nave I called her 
Rahab that sitteth still' [lit. (Ges. § 141 c) ' Rahab, 
they are a sitting still']. Driver [Isaiah 3 , 'Men 
of the Bible' series, p. 59 n.) takes Rahab as a 
poetical title expressing ' the idea of inflation and 
pride.' So Cheyne {Prophecies of Isaiah 1 , i. p. 172) 
speaks of it as expressing the ' boisterousness ' 
or ' arrogance ' of the Egyptians as a people ; he 
cites Pliny's description ot them as ' ventosa et 
insolcns natio.' Isaiah declares that the name 
Rahab had better be changed to SfUbeth (' sitting 
still,' 'inaction'); Egypt is a blustering do-nothing, 
prompt with high-sounding promises, but utterly 
incapable of carrying these out. If this passage 
belongs to Isaiah, and if the MT be correct (but 
see Cheyne, SHOT, ' Isaiah' ad loc., and Intro, to 
Is. p. 253 ; Budde on Job 9" ; and Gunkel, Schop- 
fiing und Chaos, p. 39), it is probable that no 
mythological allusion underlies the passage, but 
that 3rn simply means ' boast fulness ' though with 
allusion to Rahab as a name of Egypt. 6. Either 
through the influence of this passage, or more 
probably owing to a conception of Egypt as akin 
to the mythological sea monster, because lying 
ensconced amidst its rivers and canals (cf. Ezk 29 3 ), 
Rahab appears as a designation of Egypt in Ps 87 4 
byp 3.TJ TJHJ ; LXX /xyrjadriaonai 'Pad/3 icai Ba/SvXwvos ; 
AVand RV 'I will make mention of Rahab (RVm 
'or Egypt ') and Babylon as those that know me.' 

Gunkel (Schbpf. u. Chaos, 40) finds an allusion to 
Rahab also in Ps 40» <*' ' Happy is the man that 
maketh the Lord his trust, and respecteth not the 
proud [rikdbim).' 

LmounrRK.— The Comm. on the above cited Scripture pas- 
sage*, eap. IHUmann, Davidson, Budde, and Duhm on Job, Dill- 
mann, DeliUsch, and Cheyne on Isaiah, and Dtlitzsoh and 
IHihm on Psalms; Cheyne, Job and Solomon, p. 76 f., ' Isaiah ' 
in SBOT, 1021., PB 1501., 2061., and his art. ' Dragon ' in Eneye. 
BibL ; Gunkel, Sehopfung und Chaos, passim, esp. p. 30 IT. 

J. A. SELME. 

RAHAM (orn : B '?diut, A 'Pae/*, Luc. 'Pdap).— 

A descendant of Caleb, 1 Ch 2". 

RAHEL.— See Rachel. 

RAIMENT.— The early subst. 'nrrayment ' was 
often in middle Eng. spelt ' araiment,' and the a 
dropping off left ' raiment,' which is found as early 



as Piers Plowman. Raiment, I wing treated as a 
mere synonym of '<ipparel, * is used in A V to 
translate many Heb. and Gr. words, which are 
often plu. (as ra Ipina, Mt 17 a 27 31 , Mk B», Lk 7 M 
23 s *, Jn 19** etc.), the word having a collective 
force. Occasionally, however, it was used in the 
singular and in the plural : thus, Ezk 9 a Cov. 
' There was one amongst them, that had on nim 
a lynninge rayment'; Ps H)D" Pr. Bk. 'He 
clothed him self with cursyng lyke as with a 
rayment.' Also Ex 39 41 Tind. 'His sonnes ray- 
mentee to ministre in'; Hall, Worts, i. 818, 'He 
sends varietie of costly rayinents to his Father.' 
See Dress. * J. Hastings. 

RAIN ("ip? is the usual Heb. term, rriv [in Jl 2° 
Ps 84 7 rrjta] 'the early rain,' fulling Oct. -Nov., is 
opposed to srpbp ' the latter rain,' from March to 
April, Dt 1 1 Jer 5 M , Hos 6*. ey;, a burst of rain, 
is sometimes used, esp. of the heavy winter rains 
[cf. Driver on Am 4*; G. A. Smith, HUM. 64]. 
The NT terms are ierln and ppo X t [only Mt 7* w ]). 
— In the beautiful passage Is 55 lu,n we have an 
expression of the blessing accompanying rain in 
Eastern countries, not so much appreciated in 
our own humid climes. In Palestine the fruit- 
fulness of the soil, the supply of the springs and 
rivers, the pasturage for the flocks and herds, 
indeed life itself, is dependent on the fall of the 
' former and the latter ' rain. The descent of 
rain is used as an illustration of the blessings 
following upon the spread of the kingdom of Christ 
(P8 72 4 - 7 ); while the presence of clouds and wind 
without rain is likened to a man ' who boasteth 
himself of his gifts falsely ' (Pr 25" RV). Rain in 
harvest time was regarded as phenomenal and 
portentous (1 S 12", Pr 28'). 

In Palestine nearly the whole of the rainfall of 
the year occurs in the winter months, or from 
November to March inclusive; during the re- 
maining months the rain is slight and intermittent. 
In the rain j' season the falls are usually heavy, and 
are accompanied by thunder and lightning, while 
the wind comes from the W. orS.W. Northerly 
and easterly winds are generally dry.f Snow falls 
on the tableland of western Palestine and of 
Moab, and to a greater depth in the Lebanon, but 
is almost unknown along the seaboard of Philistia 
and the plain of Sharon ; on Sunday night, 20th 
January 1884, snow fell to a depth of 2 ft. and 
upwards around Jerusalem ;£ this is mentioned 
only in order to dispel the general belief that snow 
never falls on the Holy City. 

Conder disputes the view that the seasons in 
Palestine have changed since OT times. § He says, 
' As regards the seasons and the character and 
distribution of the water-supply, natural or arti- 
ficial, there is, apparently, no feason to suppose 
that any change has occurred ; and with respect to 
the annual, rainfall (as observed for the last ten 
years |!) it is only necessary to note that, were the 
old cisterns cleaned and mended, and the beautiful 
tanks and aqueducts repaired, the ordinary fall 
would be quite sufficient for the wants of the 
inhabitants and for irrigation. ' IT While this is 
doubtless true, there can be no question that 

* Aa the AV translators varied their language a* mtich as 
possible, we find three different renderings ol the one word irOit 
in J a 22- »: 'in goodly apparel' (i» irVr.ri i«u<r<«). 'in vile 
raiment' (i» isHr.n), »nd 'the gay clothing' (ri,t irCim 

tv A«,ur/ii.). Rv has ' clothing' throughout here. 

t The connexion ol the rainfall and direction of the wind is 
not very well known, though undoubtedly the 8.W. wind is the 
most humid. 

', Mount Stir, Sinai, etc. 170(1885). 

f Tent- Work in Palestine, ch. xxiv. 334. 

E From 1870-1880. 

■I lb. p. 360. On the other hand, Tristram appears to consider 
that the rainfall has djjninished since Die time of the Crusaders. 
Land of Israel 2, 319. 
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during the ' Pluvial period,' which extended from 
the Pliocene down through the Glacial into the 
commencement of the present or ' Recent ' epoch, 
the rainfall must have been greater and the climate 
colder and more humid than at the present day. 
Snow now falls on the summits of Jebel Musa and 
Jebel Katarina in the Sinaitic peninsula, giving 
rise to the perennial streams which descend from 
the former of these mountains. • The following 
is a table of the rainfall at Jerusalem during 20 
years:— 



Tabls of tub Rainfall at Jerusalem nox 1861 to 1880. 



Year. 


Fall In Inches. 


Ye»r. 


Fall in Inches. 


1861 


27-80 


1871 


23-57 


1882 


21-86 


1872 


22-26 


1803 


26M 


1878 


22-72 


1864 


15-61 


1874 


29-75 


1865 


18-10 


1875 


27-01 


1866 


18-55 


1876 


14-41 


1867 


29-42 


1877 


26-00 


1868 


29-10 


1878 


82-21 


1869 


18-61 


1879 


18-04 


1870 


13-39 


1880 


8211 



The above observations, taken by Chaplin, show 
how extremely variable is the rainfall in this part 
of Palestine ; t the amount varying between 13 "39 
inches in 1870 and 32-21 inches in 1878; the 
average for these 20 years is about 20 inches ; and 
the number of days on which rain fell varied from 
36 in 1864 to 68 in 1868. The results are not 
dissimilar to those of the eastern counties of 
England north of the Thames. These results may 
be considered as the mean between, those, of the 
Lebanon on the north and of the Sinaitic peninsula 
on the south, the rainfall being greater in the 
former region than in the latter. Between these 
two Jerusalem occupies a nearly central position ; 
and the amount of rain is consequently of an 
intermediate character. E. Hull. 

RAINBOW (n?a, Tofor, lp«)._ No definition is 
needed of this familiar phenomenon, which Ezekiel 
describes (I 28 ) as ' the bow that is in the cloud in 
the day of rain ' ; and no explanation is called for 
of the optical laws according to which it is pro- 
duced. The Scripture references to the rainbow 
are few, and, with one exception, comparatively 
unimportant. They allude, as a rule, to its bright- 
ness, or to the brilliance of its colours. In Ezekiel's 
vision (i.e.) it is the glory of God that is likened to 
the appearance of the rainbow. In Sir 43"- u the 
beauty of the rainbow is given as a reason for 
praising God who has made it, and whose hands 
nave stretched it out. In Sir 50 7 the high priest 
Simon, the son of Onias, is compared to the rain- 
bow among other glorious objects. In one of the 
visions of the Apocalypse (Rev 4*) there is ' a rain- 
bow round about the throne, like an emerald to 
look upon,' and in another (10 1 ) there is an angel 
with 1 the rainbow upon his head.' 

The most important of the Scripture allusions to 
the rainbow is that in Gn 9""-, where it is intro- 
duced at the close of the story of the Deluge as a 
token of the covenant in which God promised that 
He would never again destroy the world by a flood. 
The passage as it stands is capable of two interpre- 
tations. It may convey either (a) the unscientific 
idea that the rainbow was created after the Flood, 
or (6) the idea that the rainbow, already created, 
was then appointed to have a new significance as a 
symbol of mercy. Those who regard the narrative 

• The elevation of Jebel Moss, U 7373 feet ; that of Jebel 
KaUrina 8551 feet 

t • On tiie Fall of Bain at Jerusalem," by J. Olaisher, PEFSt, 
Jon. 1894, p. 39. 



as strictly historical, can of course adopt only the 
latter of these views. But when we take into 
account such considerations as those given under 
Flood (which see), it seems best to regard the 
whole story of the Deluge, including that of the 
rainbow, as a piece of Semitic folk-lore, which, 
under the guidance of Divine inspiration, * assumed 
a Hebrew complexion, being adapted to the spirit 
of Hebrew monotheism, ana made a vehicle for the 
higher teaching of the Hebrew religion ' (Driver in 
Hoaarth'a Authority and Archaeology, p. ,27). In an 
early Sumerian hymn the rainbow is said by Sayce 
(Expos. Time*, vii. 308) to be called ' the arc which 
draws nigh to man, the bow (qastu) of the deluge,' 
and the Chaldtean account of the Flood tells how — 

' Already at the moment of her coming the great goddess (Istar) 
Lifted up the mighty bow • which Anu had made according to 
his wish.' 

The significance of the rainbow as a token of 
God's covenant with men may be variously viewed, 
nfjj and rofor (Sir 43" 60 7 ) are the regular words 
for the bow as a weapon of war, and the rainbow 
may have been regarded as God's bow, formerly 
used in hostility (as in Ps 7", Hab 3»- ll ), and now 
laid aside. Or it may have appeared to be a link 
between heaven and earth ; or, more probably, its 
suggestiveness as an emblem of hope may have 
arisen simply from the contrast between its beauty 
and brightness and the forbidding gloom of the 
rain-clouds. In any case, the story of the rainbow 
is worthy of its place in Scripture. Though poetic 
rather than literal, it was a beautiful and fitting 
vehicle for conveying to men in the childhood of 
the world the truth that God's mercy glories 
against judgment, and is the ground of all human 
hope. 

Though the Babylonian Flood legend affords the 
closest parallel to the biblical story of the Deluge 
and the rainbow, some interesting correspondences 
may be gathered from the mythology of other 
nations. In the Iliad we find (a) the simple view 
of 'rainbows that the son of Kronos hath set in 
the clouds' (xi. 27), and (6) the conception of Iris as 
the personified messenger of the gods (iii. 121). In 
the Lithuanian account of the Flood the rainbow is 
sent as a comforter and counsellor to the surviving 
couple. In the Edda the rainbow (Asbril, Bif-rbst) 
is conceived of as a heavenly bridge which is to 
break at the end of the world. Akin to this, but 
with a biblical colouring, was the German belief of 
the Middle Ages, that for a number of years before 
the day of judgment the rainbow will no longer be 
seen. 

' So the rainbow appear 
The world hath no fear 
Until thereafter forty year.' 

The popular tendency to connect Christian and 
mythological conceptions is seen in the fact that 
in Zante the rainbow is called ' the girdle, or bow, 
of the virgin.' 

The extravagant theory of Goldziher, that the 
history of Joseph is a solar myth, is fittingly 
crowned by the supposition that the 'bow' of 
Joseph (Gn 49 14 ) is the rainbow (Mythology among 
the Hebrews, 169-70). 

LmKATinta— Sayce, ' Archajological Commentary on Genesis,' 
in Expo*. Timet, vii. 808, 463; Ryle, 'Early Narratives o« 
Genesis,' ib. iii. 450 ; Nlcol, Recent Archtroloqy and the Bible, 
71 ; Dill maun, Qenetie, in loe. ; Grimm, Teutonic Mythology, Eng. 
tr. 680, 781-784 ; Thorpe, Northern Mythology, L 11, 12, 81, 201. 

James Patrick. 
RAISIN.— See Vine, and Food in vol. iL p. 32". 

RAKEM.— See Rekeh. 

• The word rendered ' bow * by Sayce (Lc 463) is, however, 
very uncertain, other Assyriologists, as Zimniern (op. GunkeL 
SehUpf. u. Chaot, 427\ Jensen {Kosmot. 381; K1B vL 841), 
rendering ' Ueschmeide,' 'Intaglio.' Still, this may possibly 
denote the rainbow (Ball, Light from the East, 40 n.). 
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RAKKATH (rtprj ; B 'Qfta$adaK46, the -SatiS repre- 
senting npn by confusion of n with "I, and the first 
part of the compound standing for non ' Hammath ' ; 
A 'PtKK&O). — A 'fenced city' of Naphtali, Jos 19". 
The later Rabbis placed it at or near Tiberias (see 
Neubauer, Giog. du Idltn. 208 I). 

C. R. CONDEB. 

RAKKON. — See Me-Jarkon. 

BAM (o-j 'lofty,' ' exalted ').— 1. An ancestor of 
David, 4" ('Appaw), Mt I*-* ('Apdp., hence AV 
AraH, as in Lk 3», where RV, following WH 
'ApptL, has Arni). In 1 Ch 2» (Vip) » (B 'Anpdr, A 
'Apdp) he is called the brotlier, but in vv.* (B 'Pdx, 
A 'Pdfi) 87 (B 'Ap&n, A 'Pip) the *on of Jerahmeel. 
See Genealogy, IV. 5. 2. The name of the .family 
(Kjfft) to which Elihu belonged, Job 82* (B 'Pin, 
A 'Papd, C 'Apdp). It is quite uncertain whether 
Ram should be taken as a purely fictitious name, 
coined by the author of the Elihu speeches, or 
whether it is that of an unknown Arab (?) tribe. 
In Gn 22 s1 Aram is a nephew of Buz (cf. ' Elihu 
the Buzite'), and some {e.g. Wetzstein, Knobel, 
Ewald) have supposed that Ram is a contraction 
for Aram, in support of which 2 Ch 22* is appealed 
to, where Ramitet (oipin) is supposed to be shortened 
from Aramittn (otpik, the reading of 2 K 8") ; but 
this seems hardly likely. In the passage just re- 
ferred to, it is more probable that the initial K 
has been, changed by a scribal error into n, as has 
happened in several other instances in the OT. 
Rashi, by a Rabbinical conceit, makes Ram = 
Abraham. J. A. Selbie. 

RAM.— See Batterino-Ram, and Sheep. 

RAMS' HORNS.— See Music in vol. iii. p. 462*. 

RAMS 1 SKINS.— See Dyeing. 

RAM AH always with definite art. except 

in Neh 11" and Jer 31").— This word, with its 
various modifications and compounds Ram, Ram ah, 
Ramoth, Ramathaim, Arimathtea, is derived from 
the root on ' to be lofty.' It appears as a ' high 
place' four times (Ezk 16* 4 - *■ As a proper, 

name it is used of — 

1. (B Apa^X, A 'Papa) One of the fenced cities 
of the tribe of Naphtali (Jos 19 M ). It is not 
otherwise mentioned in OT. Robinson (iii. 79) 
has identified it as Rdmeh, a village on the great 
route between 'Akka and Damascus, and about 
8 miles W.S.W. of Safed. The village lies upon 
the southern lower cultivated slope of the moun- 
tain whose ridge forms a boundary between Upper 
and Lower Galilee, but still several hundred feet 
above the plain. It is a large village, surrounded 
by extensive olive groves, and has no traces of 
antiquity within or around. It is mentioned by 
Eusebius (Onom. 288, 9) and Jerome (ib. 146, 19), 
Brocardus (c. 6) and Adrichomius (p. 123). 

2. ('Papa) One of the cities on the boundary of 
the tribe of Asher near Tyre (Jos 19*). ' And the 
border turned to Ramah, and to the fenced city 
of Tyre.' Robinson (iii. 64) considers there is no 
question (and in this he is followed by Gnerin, 
Galilee, ii. 125 f., and SWP) that Ramah of Asher 
is represented by the modem village of R&mia. 
It is situated about 12 miles due east of the 
Ladder of Tyre, as the crow flies. It stands upon 
an isolated hill, in the midst of a basin with green 
fields, surrounded by higher hills. The south- 
western portion of the basin has no outlet for 
its waters; which therefore collect in a shallow, 
marshy lake, which dries up in summer. It is a 
small stone village with a few figs and olives : 
there are cisterns and a large birket for water-' 
supply. There are many sarcophagi about the 
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hillside, some of unusual size. One of the lids 
measured 7£ feet long and 2 feet broad. Robin- 
son considered the remains generally ' a striking 
monument of antiquity.' West of R&mia is a 
lofty hill called Beldt, on which are extensive 
ruins, and remains of a temple of which ten 
columns are still standing. There is no trace of 
Ramah of Asher in any historical records except 
the bare mention of the name by Eusebius and 
Jerome. Cf. Buhl, p. 231 n. 

3. (PeppuS, 'Papa) 2 K 8* = 2 Ch 22». In this 
case Ramah is an abbreviation of Ramoth-oilead 
(which see). 

4. (Papa, in Hos 5* tA byfnjKd) A city of Benjamin 
which is possibly (see below) also identical with 
No. 6, the birthplace and home of Samuel, but for 
convenience of consideration it is taken separately. 
It is given in the list of 14 cities and their villages 
allotted to Benjamin (Jos 18 s *), the greater number 
of which have been identified north of Jerusalem. 
The first three are Gibeon (el- Jib, 5 miles N.N.W. 
of Jerusalem and 3 miles west of er-Rdm), Ramah 
(er-Rdm, 2600 feet, 5 miles due north of Jerusalem 
and near the main road to north), Beeroth (el- 
Bireh, 10 miles north of Jerusalem near main 
road to north). Isaiah (10*) enumerates the posi- 
tions that will be successively taken up by the 
king of Assyria as he approaches Jerusalem after 
laying up his carriages {i.e. baggage) at Michmash : 
' They are gone over the pass : they have taken 
up their lodging at Geba ; Raman trembleth ; 
Gibeah of Saul is fled.' The Levite (Jg 19"), pass- 
ing Jerusalem with his concubine when the day 
was far spent, passed on to Gibeah (Tell el-Fw, 
2 miles south of er-Rdm), which was short of 
Ramah. The Palm-tree of Deborah was between 
Ramah and Bethel in the hill-country of Ephraim 
(Jg 4 s ). BeUtn (Bethel) is 5 miles N. of er-Rdm. 

From these notices it seems to follow that er- 
Rdm is the modern equivalent of Ramah. The 
distance from Jerusalem (5 miles as the crow flies) 
accords with the account of Eusebius and Jerome 
(Onomast. 287, 1 ; 146, 9: 6 m. N. of Jerusalem) 
and of Josephus (Ant. VIII. xii. 3). 

After the separation of the kingdoms, Baasha 
king of Israel (1 K 15 m -) went up against Judah 
and built (fortified) Ramah, 'that he might not 
suffer any one to go out or come in to Asa Icing of 
Judah,' showing that Ramah commanded the high 
road leading to Jerusalem ; but Asa secured the 
assistance of Benhadad king of Syria, who smote 
the northern cities of Israel, so that Baasha de- 
sisted from building Ramah, and Asa took away 
the stones and the timber and built with them 
Geba of Benjamin and Mizpah (2 Ch 16 1 " 6 ). From 
this it would appear that Ramah was more suit- 
able for defence towards the south than towards 
the north. After the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Ramah is mentioned as the place (Jer40') where 
the captain of the guard over those who were 
carried away captive from Jerusalem loosed Jere- 
miah from his chains. Ramah was very near to 
Geba and Gibeah : see Is 10 39 cited above, and cf. 
' Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah and the trumpet in 
Ramah' (Hos 5 s );* 'The children of Ramah and 
Geba ' (Ezr 2* Neh 7 s0 [LXX Apapa}).\ It was also 
the traditional site of Rachel's tomb : ' A voice 
was heard in Ramah . . . Rachel weeping for her 
children ' (Jer 31» : cf. above, p. 193*). The Ramah 
of Neh ll* is, in all probability, the same place. 

Er-Rdm is a small village in a conspicuous 
position on the top of a high white hiU, with 
olives : it has a well to the south ; west of the 

• But In 1 8 22« 'Saul was sitting: in Gibeah ... in Ramah' 
render ' in Gibeah . . . on the height '(Keil, Kirkp., etc., RVm), 
even, indeed, if we should .not read, with LXX (i» flru*} and 
H. P. Smith, 'on the high place.'— S. R. D. 

t In 1 Ea 6*> we find Kirama ( K(. W^) instead of Ramah. 
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village is a good birket with a pointed vanlt ; on 
the hill are cisterns. At Khdn cr-R&m, by the 
main road, is a quarry ; and drafted stones are 
used up in the village walls (SIVP iii. 155). The 
height of the village is about 2800 feet. 

C. Warren. 

5. Ram ah of the South (33} n?(q ; Bapxd (A lafxtO) 
«itA Xi/3a). — ' Height of the south,' a city of 
Simeon (Jos 19 8 ), at its extreme southern limit, 
apparently another name for Baalath-Beer, with 
which it is in apposition in this passage. It 
appears to be the same as Ramoth of the South 
(1 S 30 27 , LXX here also has the singular, 'Papa 
y&rov). The verse is not contained in the parallel 
list (in the description of Judah), Jos (after 
v. K ) ; and in the transcript in 1 Ch 4 JS " 33 , though 
(v. 33 ) Baal ( = Baalath-beer : LXX BaXar) is men- 
tioned, the alternative name 'Ramah of the 
South' is not given. Nor is it mentioned by 
Eusebius or .Jerome. Its situation is quite un- 
certain. It has been placed on a low ridge called 
Klubbet el-Banl, al>out 35 in. S. of Hebron, on the 
main route from Hebron to Petra ; or (Tristram, 
Bible Places, 23) at Kurnub, a little further to the 
S. (see Rob. ii. 197, 198, 202) ; but either identifi- 
cation rests upon slight grounds (cf. Dillm. on 
Jos 15«; Buhl, 184). 

6. 1 S 1" 2" 7" 8 4 15 s4 16 u 19 IW «»- 20 1 25 1 28 s ; 
in 1 S I 1 , also, Ramathaim,* ' the double eminence,' 
or ' the two Ramahs ' (o:wp-}n : LXX in all the 
passages quoted ( + 19^), except 19 19 - a 20 1 , has 
KpfitxOain, which it also inserts in 1 S I s after ' his 
city': comp. 1 Mac 11 M 'Pa/tafcp [so MSS ; At< 
corruptly 'tada/tew], Pesh. icLASDJ). The birth- 
place, residence, and burial-place of Samuel (1 S l 1 
7" 28*). The question of its site is difficult; and 
there have been many claimants for it. All that 
we definitely know about it is that it was on an 
eminence, as its name ' Ramah ' implies, and that 
it was in the hill-country of Ephraim, not too far 
either from Shiloh, the sanctuary to which the 
parents of Samuel went up yearly to sacrifice 
(1 S 1), or from Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah (Neby 
Samwil), the places visited by Samuel in his 
annual circuits as judge (IS 7 18,17 ). Although 
this has been doubted, it is also extremely difficult 
to avoid identifying it with the unnamed city where 
Saul found Samuel (1 S 9), and which is spoken of 
as if it were the seer's habitual residence (vv.«* 18 ). 

As regards antiquity, Eusebius writes (Onom. 
225, lift".): ' ApuaOep. Set^a [as LXX]. The city of 
Elkana and Samuel. It lies near Diospolis 
[Jerome, ib. 90, 18, adds, 'in the district of 
Tinman' (in regione Thatnnitica)] ; thence came 
Joseph, said in the Gospels to be from Arimathea.' 
And in 1 Mac ll w Ramathem is mentioned, to- 
gether with Aphatremn (Ephraim, 5 m. N.E. of 
Bethel) and Lydda ( - Diospolis), as three toparchies 
which had belonged to Samaria, but were in B.C. 
145 transferred to Jud;i>a. These notices would 
agree with a site Bzit-Rima, a village on a hill 
13 m. E.N.E. of Lydda (Diospolis), and 2 m. N. of 
Tim nah (Tibneh), proposed originally by Furrer 
in Schenkcl's Bibdiexiron (cf. Schiirer, i. 183), and 
adopted by G. A. Smith, HGHL 254, and Buhl, 
170. It is true, Eus. says * near Diospolis ' : but 
• • Ramathalm-zophim * (D'p'ix DTCnri) is grammatically im- 
possible. Of course the expression cannot mean ' the heights of 
the views' (!), as the reaiier of Tent-Work (p. 267) is gravely 
informed LXX for C'Sis has 2u;«, showing that the final has 
arisen by dittography from the following word. Read either ' a 
man of Ramathaim, a Zuphito ('fix ; sec 1 S 0") of the hill- 
country of Ephraim' (Wellh., Driver, Lohr); or (though this 
is not the usual way of designating a person's native place in 
the OT) *a man of the Raumthites (Q'lC^rrp : 1 Ch 27"), a 
Zuphite,' etc. (Klost., Budde, H. P. Smith). 'The dual 'Rama- 
thaim,' though by no means unparalleled (cf. Kiriathaim, 
Gederothaim), is remarkable, in view of the sing. hu-Uuniih 
in v.i9 aud everywhere else. 



the word need not be understood too strictly ; * 
and there are other passages in which the ' district 
of Tinman' is reckoned by him as belonging to 
the tptov Ai«rx6\ewj (219, 84 = Jerome 92, 4; 239, 
93-4 = Jerome 107, 12-14 : so Tinman itself, 260, 4 
= 156, 7). Beit-Rima is 12 m. W. of Shiloh, and 
12 m. N. W. of Bethel, on the W. edge of the hill- 
country of Ephraim. t 

Another possible site for Ramah would be R&m- 
allah, 3 m. S.W. of Bethel, and 12 in. S.W. of 
Shiloh, now a large Christian village, standing on 
a high ridge, with rock-cut tombs, and overlooking 
the whole country towards the W. as far as the 
sea (BRP i. 453 f. ; PEF Mem. iii. 13). This was 
suggested by Ewald (Hist. ii. 421), with the remark 
that its present name, ' the high place of God,' 
seems still to mark it as a place of ancient sanctity. 
Ram-allah has not the same support of tradition 
that Beit-Rima enjoys ; but (if Ramah be the city 
of Samuel of 1 S 9) it seems to agree better with 
the terms of 1 S 9* mi - 6 ; for Ram-allah, though, 
if it were Ramathaim, it would be in 'the hill- 
country of Ephraim '(IS l 1 ), might also, as seems 
to be implied of the city in 1 S 9 (vv. 4en ' 1 - 5 ), be 
regarded as being in Benjamin (cf. Jg 4 s ). Saul 
would probably, on his route home to Gibeah, pass 
naturally near Rachel's sepulchre, on the (N.) 
'border of Benjamin (1 S 10 a ), somewhere near 
er-Ram (No. 4), and might also ' meet ' naturally 
men 'going up' to Bethel (v. 3 ), whether his 
starting-point were Beit-Rima or Ram-allah. 

Of other, less probable identifications, the follow- 
ing may be mentioned :— 

(1) Ramleh. The traveller of to-daj', as he 
journeys through the Maritime Plain from Joppa 
to Jerusalem, is assured by his dragoman, when 
he reaches Ramleh (12 m. S.E. of Joppa, 2 m. 
S.W. of Lydda), that this is the Arimatha»a of the 
Gospels. As Robinson {BRP ii. 234-41) shows at 
length, there is no ground for this identification. 
Ramleh is no ancient city ; it was built by 
Suleiman, after he had destroyed Lydda, in the 
8th cent. A.D. ; and it is first mentioned (acc. to 
Robinson, p. 234) in 870 (under the form Raimda) 
by the monk Bernard. The name Ramleh signifies 
sand; and has no etymological connexion what- 
ever with Ramah, high. Ramleh is also in the 
Maritime Plain, not, like Ramathaim, in the 
' hill-country' of Ephraim. 

(2) Neby Samwil, the commanding and con- 
spicuous eminence (2935 ft.) above Gilieon, 4 J m. 
N.W. of Jerusalem. Procopius (c. 560) men- 
tions a monastery of ' St. Samuel ' in Palestine 
(though without indicating its site) ; and in the 
Crusaders' time a church of 'St. Samuel' was 
built (A.D. 1157) at Neby Samwil, which, with 
Moslem additions (including a minaret), remains, 
though partly in a ruined state, to the present 
day ; close by, and once probably in the nave of 
the church, is the cenotaph of the prophet, now a 
Moslem wely (cf. Robinson, BRP i. 459 f. ; SP 
214 f. ; Tcnt-Work, 258 f. ; PEF Mem. iii. 12 f., 149- 
152, with views). The Ramah of Samuel was identi- 
fied, at least provisionally, with Neby Samwil by 
Mr. (afterwards Sir G.) Grove (in Smith's DB). 
The tradition connecting the place with Samuel 
is, however, very late ; and Neby Samwil is much 
more probably Mizpeh (Rob. i. 460 ; HGUL 120 ; 
Buhl, 167 f.). 

(8) Other identifications that have been proposed are Soba, on 
an elevated conical hill, 5 m. W. of Jerusalem (Robinson, ii. 
7-10) ; the Frankenberg, or Jebel Fureidis. the ancient Her- 
odium, 4 in. S.E of Bethlehem (Ges. Thcs. 1276») ; er-Rdm, said 



• Lydda, as Robinson, BRP ii. 240, observes, though 11 miles 
from Joppa, is said in Ac 9*» to be ' near ' to it 

t Elsewhere, however (146, 26 f.; 288, 11 f.), Eus. and Jerome 
identify Arimathtoa with a 'Viufn or Remfthis, also i> ipUti 
Ai«r«-a supposed to be the village of Rantieh, 6 m. N. 
of Lydda. 
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to be a little N. of Beth lehem, and E. of the so-called ' Rachel's 
tomb,' but not known to Rob. (ii. 8 n.) or marked on the PEF 
map (Bonar, Land of Promise, 114); Ramet el-Khalil, 1 m. N. 
of Hebron (van de Velde, Syr. and Pal ii. 50) ; and the two 
heights (• Ramathaim ') of 'Alia (2960 ft.) and Bireh (2080 ft,), 
3 m. W.8.W. of Beth-lehem— the latter J m. S. of the former, 
but without a name on the PBF map (Schick, PEFSt, 1898, 
p. 16 f., with map). But it is incredible that any of these places 
cm nave been regarded as being in Ephraim (1 8 I 1 ) ; and, 
except the first, they are all connected with the identification 
of ' Rachel's sepulchre ' in 1 8 10* with the place now shown as 
' Rachel s tomb,' 1 ro. N. of Beth-lehem, which (see p. 193») 
seems impossible. S. K. DRIVER. 

RAMATHAIM, RAMATHAIM - Z0PHIM. — See 

Ram ah, No. 6. 

RAMATHITE (*JN?T? ; B 6 Ac *Pai}\, A 6 'Papafcribt ). 
— Sliimei the Ramathite was over the vineyards 
of king David, 1 Ch 27*. Which of the Hamahs 
enumerated in art. RamaH is in view here, must 
remain uncertain. 

RAM ATH-LEHI.— See Lehi. 

RAMATH-MIZPEH (nffw "Tj : B 'Apa/M* Kara 
rijv yiaaarfipa, A 'Pa/xwtf . . . 'Ma<r0d). — Mentioned in 
Jos \2P only as one of the limits of the tribe of 
Had to the north, Heshbon being the limit to the 
south. It may be identical with Mizpab (and 
Mizpeh) of Gilead (see MlZPAH, No. 1). 

C. Warren. 

RAMESES.— See Raamsks. 

RAMI AH (n?pri 'J a h is high'; 'Pa/wo). — One of 
the eons of Parosh who had married a foreign 
wife, Ezr 10» called in 1 Es 9* HlERMAS. 

RAM0TH.— 1. In Ezr 10* AV and RVm read ■ and 
Ramoth ' (i.e. rivrn ; B sai Mruubv, A *roi 'FrjutbO) for 
Jeremoth {i.e. nto-?;) of RV. In 1 Es 9 30 the name 
is Hieremoth. Jeremoth or Ramoth was one of 
the sons of Bani who had married a foreign wife. 

2. (nic»n, BA om.) A Gershonite Leviticnl city 
in Issachar, 1 Ch 6 M < 73 >, apparently = Remeth of 
Jos 19 21 and JarmUTH of Jos 21* (ace artt. on 
these names). 3. For ' Ramoth of the south ' 
(a;; rtej) see RAHAH, No. 5. i. For ' Ramoth in 
Gilead' (Dt 4« Jos 20 s 21» 1 Ch 6 M i m >) see 
Ramoth-Gilead. J. A. Selbie. 

RAM0TH-0ILEAD.— A prominent city east of 
the Jordan belonging to the tribe of Gad, and first 
brought to our notice in the assignment of the 
Cities of Refuge, Dt 4*, Jos 20 8 . It was also a 
Levitical city, Jos 21 38 . In four passages, the three 
just mentioned and 1 Ch 6 80 [Heb. 86 ], all referring 
to this assignment, the form 'Ramoth in Gilead' 
infrtt nizrj [in Dt 4\ Jos 20 8 , 1 Ch 6 W ntou-fl) is 
used, but elsewhere it is simply Ramoth-gilead 
('"73 niD-j). Another early notice of this place 
belongs to the time of Solomon, and makes it the 
headquarters of one of the commissariat officers of 
that king, 1 K 4 18 . See, also, Ramah, No. 8. 

Although it is mentioned as a well-known city, 
we have no account, in the Bible or elsewhere, of 
its origin. The greater its importance the more 
conspicuous it would naturally be ; and this we 
find was the case, in the wars between the Syrian 
kings of Damascus and the Hebrews. Of these 
wars we have the fullest account of those occur- 
ring between B.C. 900 and B.C. 800, particularly 
during the reigns of Ahab, Ahaziah, Jehoram, 
and Jehu, kings of Israel. Although the southern 
kingdom sometimes acted as an ally, the brunt of 
these wars fell upon the Northern kingdom, since 
from its nearer position it was more especially 
interested in them than the kingdom of Judah. 
In one of these wars Ahab, king of Israel, was 
killed, 1 K 22 34 " 37 , and at a later time his son 
Jehoram (Joram) was wounded, and was carried to 



Jezreel, 2 K 8*- w , in the neighbourhood of which 
he was shortly afterwards murdered by Jehu, who, 
by the directions of Elisha, had been anointed 
king of Israel. 

In Hos 6 8 * there is mentioned a city named 
Gilead, about whose identity there has been diffi- 
culty ; but the probability is that Ramoth-gilead t 
is meant, the first word having been dropped, a thing 
well known in the history of OT double names. 

The Babylonian Talmud (Makkoth 9b) places 
the Cities of Refuge in pairs, so that those on the 
east of the Jordan are opposite those on the west 
of that river. Shechem, being the middle one of 
the three west of the Jordan, should have Ramoth- 
gilead nearly opposite it on the east of the Jordan, 
and this would place its site at Gerasa, the modern 
Gerash. There is no reason for supposing that 
the Talmud in this case went out or its way to 
state something that was contrary to fact, especi- 
ally at a time when the misstatement could so 
readily have sen pointed out. 

The main route from Shechem to the country 
east of the Jordan and on to Damascus is by the 
Damieh ford and Wady Ajlun. A carriage road 
with a very easy grade could be made along this 
valley, and this was the route by which the Icings 
of Israel went back and forth with their chariots 
to fight the Syrians. 

The attempt of Ewald and Conder to locate 
Ramoth-gilead at Rsimun in the Gilead hills has 
little in its favour. This place has neither 
water nor ancient ruins, it is not a point where 
a prominent city, would be built, it is not on or 
near the road from Shechem to the east, and the 
military operations carried on at Ramoth-gilead 
could never have taken place here. Nearly the 
same can be said of es-Salt, another rival for the 
site of Ramoth-gilead. It has no ruins, and only 
a spring for water-supply, while Gerash has a 
large living stream running directly through the 
town. It ought to be stated that both these places 
were suggested for the site in question before the 
east Jordan country had been thoroughly explored. 
It seems now, however, that the result* "of modern 
research should have weight above the casual 
observations of a former period. 

The testimony of Eusebius and Jerome, which 
frequently is of great service in determining topo- 
graphical questions, is in this case conflicting, for 
one places Ramoth-gilead 15 miles west, and the 
other the same distance east of Philadelphia. 
(1) Ramoth-gilead, if placed at Gerash, where the 
writer is fully convinced it should be placed, 
would be suitable for a City of Refuge, because 
it would be on the main road of that part of the 
country. (2) For the same reason, and, more- 
over, because it was a central and wealthy city, 
it would be a suitable station for a commissariat 
officer. (3) Here chariots could be used freely, 
which is not true of es-Salt. (4) This identifica- 
tion confirms Jewish testimony that Ramoth-gilead 
was opposite Shechem. (5) It would confirm Jewish 
tradition that Gerash was identical with Ramoth- 
gilead. See a full discussion of this question in the 
writer's East of the Jordan, pp. 284-290. 

Literature. — Dillmann, Genetit, ii. 269; Buhl, GAP 262 
(both locate Ramoth-gilead in the ruins of el-JaCnd, some 6 
miles N. of es-Salt); Neubouer, Gi.og. du Talin. 55. 250 (inclines 
to identify with es-Salt) ; Baedeker, Pal. 287 ; G. A. Smith, 
UGUL 586 ff. (would locate near the Varniuk, farther north 
than the usual sites); Merrill, East of the Jordan, 2S4 ff. ; 
Tristram, Land of Israel, 477, 552 ; Oliphant, Land of liilrad, 
212; Conder, Heth and Moab*, 179 ff., Bible Places, ed. 18'J7, 
394 f. ; G. A. Cooke, op. Driver, Dcut. ' Addenda,' p. xx. 

Selah Merrill. 
RANGE.— To 'range' is to 'set in ranks' (the 
words are cognate : Fr. rang, Old Fr. remj, a row, 
• Possibly also in Jg 10". 

t Some MSS of Luc. recension have Ti*.ym\m (Gilgal). See 
Nowack, ad loc. 
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of German origin), and a 'range' is a 'rank' or 
'row.' When range* or ranks of men scoured a 
country they were said to 'range' the country. 
That is the only use of the verb in AV, viz. in 
Pr 28" 'As a roaring lion and a ranging bear.' 
Cf. Barnes, Sonnets, 1L — 

' Who, like a rangy Ing Iron, with his pawes 
Thy little flooke with dally dread adawea ' ; 

Golding, Calvin's Job, p. 579, ' It is a pity to see 
what man is ; .for he is so fraught with, evil], that 
assoone as he hath a litle lihertie given- him, by 
and by he raungeth out on the one side or on the 
other, and will not hold the right way, but gaddeth 
astray, ye even or ever he thinke it. 

The subst. signifies: (1) files or rows of soldiers, 
2K ll* » 2Ch 23" ('Have her forth of the 
ranges,' Heb. rn-rrtp) ; (2) the extent of one's rang- 
ing or roaming, Job 39 s ' The range of the moun- 
tains is his pasture ' (urv) ; and (3) a grate or stove 
with rows of openings on the top for carrying on 
several processes at once, Lv 11" ' ranges for pots ' 
(orrj, RV « range,' RVm ' stewpan '). Cf. Spenser, 
FQ. II. ix. 29— 

' It was a raut ybuilt for mat dispenoe, 
With many raunges ream along toe wall, 
And one great chimney, whose long tonnell thence 
The smoke forth threw.' 

J. Hastings. 

RANSOM x is the tr. in OT of the Heb. words 
lyi, from iyj ' to cover,' hence ' to propitiate,' ' to 
appease ' (so AV and RV in Ex 30" Job 33* 36' 8 , 
Ps 49* Pr 6» 13 9 21", Is« 43 3 ; and RV alone in Ex 
21", Nu 35 s1 -* 1 , 1 S 12 s , where AV renders respect- 
ively 'sum of money,' 'satisfaction,' and ' bribe') ; 
and jhb, from .tib « to redeem ' (so AV in Ex 21 80 , 
RV 'redemption').* The verbal form is also 
occasionally rendered by 'ransom' instead of by 
the more usual • redeem ' (so AV and RV in Is 
35'°, Hos 13", and RV in Ps 69", Is 61", Jer 31"), 
and the same is true in two cases (AV in Is 51 w , 
Jer 31") of the parallel term S(t|. 

In NT the word occurs only in Mt 20»=Mk 10 45 
(where it renders the Gr. \6rpor), and 1 Ti 2« (where 
it takes the place of the rare word irrlXvrpor). In 
both cases it is used of Christ's gift of Himself for 
the redemption of men. 'The Son of Man came 
not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many.' ' There is . . . 
one Mediator between God and men, himself man, 
Christ Jeans, who gave himself a ransom for all.' 

For the understanding of tltese NT passages the 
OT off ers us two possible conceptions, correspond- 
ing in general to the different Heb. equivalents of 
the Gr. X&rpow.i On the one hand, if regarded as 
taking the place of some word from the stems .tib 
or Vim, it may refer to the money payments re- 
quired under the law to secure the release of 

rirsons from slavery {e.g. Ex 21 8 , Lv 25 fl - - ; cf. 
P l 18 -", Gal 3", and the passages cited under 
Redemption). On the other hand, if taken as 
the equivalent of i?a (lit. 'covering,' hence 'pro- 
pitiatory gift ' — restricted, however, by usage to a 
gift offered as a satisfaction for a life ; see art. 
Propitiation, § 6), it may denote the ransom 
paid by an offender either to man (Ex 21 30 , Nu 
35*.. » p r 6») or to God (Ex 30", Ps 49 7 ) in order 
to save the life which he has forfeited by his 
wrongdoing.}: 

• Elsewhere only Ps 40* (AV and RV ' the redemption of their 
sou! (life)"); of. £rt*"iB »)9J Nu 84»" (Kethibh) [all], RV redemp- 
tion-money.' 

t This word stands in the LXX for derivatives of -TIB in Ex 
21W». Lv 19», Nu 8««-«8-*« (cf. Y.12) 18"; of Sw in Lv 
2SM.KH.aa 27*1 ; for TSB in Ex 2l»» 80", Nu »»•**, Pr 6*» 
IS" ; and for Vrt? « price ' in Is #51*. 

t The distinction between the Heb. terms is not always main- 
tained, for tfE} fjB is virtually = 7fi; see Ex 21», Ps 49? -8, 
also Job 33* if (as is probable) inyiB is an error for ?.TJB. 



Those exegetes who regard X&rpor as suggesting 
.tib or Sua, interpret Mk 10 - after the analog} of 
j p i is. i» ; an d understand Jesus as teaching that 
His life is the ransom price by which He redeems 
His disciples from bondage (so Wendt [Teaching 
of Jesus, li. p. 226 ff.], who thinks of deliverance 
from suffering and death ; Beyschlag [NT Theol. 
i. p. 153], who thinks of freedom from sin). This 
view is possible even if we take X&rpor as the tr. of 
nsb (so Briggs {Mess. Gosp. p. Ill], who cites Is. 
43 s 'I have given Egypt as thy ransom,' where 
the context makes it clear that the thought is of 
deliverance from captivity. The tbb paid by J* 
to Cyrus releases Israel ; cf. the parallel 'Seba, 
instead of thee'). In this case we must regard 
the ransom as paid to the one who holds the 
prisoners captive. The older interpreters, taking 
the figure literally, taught that Christ's death 
was a ransom paid to Satan. Modern exegetes 
either think of the recipient as an impersonal 
power, such as death (Wendt), ' sin and evil ' 
(Briggs), or 'that ultimate necessity which has 
made the whole course of things what it has been ' 
(Sanday, Romans, p. 86), or else, relying on the 
figurative character of the language, refuse to 
raise the question at all (cf. Westcott, Hebrews, 
p. 298). 

The other interpretation, starting with tbb as a 
propitiatory gift offered in satisfaction for a life, 
makes God the recipient of the ransom. Thus 
Ritschl, following Ps 49/ and Mk 8", thinks of the 
life of Jesus as a precious gift, offered to God in 
order to ransom from death those who were unable 
to provide a sufficiently valuable ipi for themselves 
(so Weiss, Bibl. Theol. p. 101 ; Runze, ZWTh, 1889, 
p. 148 ff.; Crenier, Bib.. Theol. Worterb. p. 594). 
in this case the thought is clearly of deliverance 
from penalty, and the nearest parallel is to be 
found in Mt 26 s8 , where Jesus compares His death 
to a covenant sacrifice, offered for the remission 
of sins upon the occasion of the establishment of 
the new covenant between God and the disciples. 
(Cf. Tit 2", He 9", 1P1'«- » ', where the combina- 
tion between the ransom and the sacrificial figures 
is clearly found). The exact meaning will vary 
according as we associate irrl with \<sroot> alone 
(Cremer), or with the whole clause (Ritschl, Weiss). 
In the first case the comparison will be between the 
life of Jesus and that of the many whose place it 
takes ; in the latter it will merely express the fact 
that, in laying down His life, Jesus takes the place 
of the disciples in doing that which they ought to 
do for themselves. 

Whichever interpretation we take, it is important 
not to isolate the death of Jesus from the life which 
precedes it. It is not the death as such which is a 
ransom, but the death considered as the culmina- 
tion and completion of a previous career of ministry. 
This is clearly shown by the preceding context, 
' The Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many.' We have here the same combination of 
suffering and service which meets us in the OT in 
the Suffering Servant of Is 53. It is clear, there- 
fore, that the gift of which our Lord speaks should 
not be confined to the death on the cross, but in- 
cludes also Hb ' entire Person and service which 
He gives in ministry' (Briggs, p. Ill ; so Weiss, 
Wendt). 

It is to be noted that while Mk 10 48 speaks of 
the life of Christ as given for many, 1 Ti 2* gives 
the ransom a universal significance: 'Christ Jesus 
. . . who gave himself a ransom for all.' 

See, further, under Redemption, Salvation. 

Litbhati'rr. — Ritschl, Reehtf. tmd Vers. ii. pp. 08-88; Runse, 
ZWTh. 1889, p. 148ff. ; Weiss, Bibl. Theol. p. 74 [Eng. tr. p. 101 1 ; 
Beyschlag, NeiUett. Theol. 1. p. 149 [Eng. tr. i. p. 152| ; Wendt, 
Lehre Jew, ii. p. 609 ff. [Eng. tr. il. p. 226 ff.] ; Creme., Bibl.. 
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TktoL WOrUrb. I. ; Wertcott, Htbmot, 229 IT; Brings, 

Mem. Ootp. p. llOff. For similar Meag among the later Jews, 
cf. Weber, Judisehe Thtologie, p. 313 S. 

W. Adams Brown. 
RAPE. — See art Crimes and Punishments in 
vol. L p. 522f>. 

KAPHA, RAPHAH.— 1. In RVm these names are 
substituted for «the giant' in 1 Ch 20* «-" (it^n) 
and in 2 S 21 lfc ls - *°- xi (nrjn) respectively. It is 
there said that certain Philistine champions, slain 
by David's heroes, were born to the rdphdh in 
Gath. The word is certainly a common noun, and 
not a proper name. If used individually, 'the 
giant 1 is probably the Goliath whom David slew. 
But more probably the noun is a collective, and 
denotes the stock of the giants, rather than any 
one person. The plural of this word, or at least a 
plural of this stem, is Rep h aim (which see). 

2. For Raphah (AV Kapha), a descendant of 
Saul, 1 Ch 8* see Rephaiah, No. 4. 

"W J Bfechkr 

RAPHAEL ; LXX 'Pa*oi>X, ' El has healed') 
is not named in the Hebrew Scriptures, and in 
the LXX only in Tobit. His functions may best 
be learned from his own words in To 12"' 1 *, where, 
combining the different versions, we read, 'I am 
Raphael, one of the seven angels who stand and 
serve before the throne of God's glory, present- 
ing the prayers of saints. I brought the memorial 
of your prayers and tears before the Holy One. 
When thou didst bury the slain, I was with thee ; 
and now God hath sent me to heal thee.' Qn this 
passage we would observe : (1) The ' seven angels,' 
of whom Raphael declares himself one, were prob- 
ably Raphael, Gabriel, Uriel, Michael, Izidkiel, 
Hanael, and Kepharel. We read in Rev 8* of 
' the seven angels who stand before God ' ; and 
in l 4 of ' the seven spirits who are before the 
throne' (but this passage is understood by most 
expositors to refer to the Holy Spirit, cf. 5") ; and 
' which are sent forth into all the earth,' 5 s . 
(2) These seven are the archangels, the princes of 
the angelic host. They stand near the throne of 
glory, and were conceived to be the only angels 
who are permitted to enter within the radiance. 
Gabriel describes himself (Lk 1"). as one that 
* stands in the presence of God:' (3) The doctrine 
of Divine aloofness, which was pushed to extreme 
lengths in late Judaism, has, here in Tobit, reached 
thus far, that God does not Himself hear prayer. 
He was thought, as Epicurus also taught, to be 
engaged in higher pursuits. Prayers whicli by 
their importunity or worth reach heaven, are heard 
by the angels of the Presence, and are carried to 
the throne by them, and then they are commis- 
sioned to execute the answer. There is no clear 
evidence in Tobit that prayer was presented to the 
angels ; though Cod. B in To 3 ,e almost implies 
this, where we read, ' The prayer of both was heard 
before the glory of the great Raphael. ' All the other 
versions read ' Defore the glory of God.' The Book 
of Tobit does not assign to Raphael any inter- 
cessory mediation. He is simply a messenger; 
reporting to the Ineffable man's prayers and tears, 
cf. Ac 10*, Rev. 8*. (4) Raphael served holy men 
as a guardian angel. When Tobias was in danger 
of losing his life for burying Jews who had been 
massacred in Nineveh, Raphael 'was with him,' 

Cectinghim. But the unique feature of the 
k of Tobit is that Raphael is said to have 
assumed a human form, claiming to be a kinsman 
of_ Tobit, and travelling as guide with him from 
Nineveh to Ecbatana. While the wedding festivities 
of Tobit and Sarah were being celebrated, Raphael 
went forward to Rages in Media, for the money 
which Tobias had, years before, deposited with his 
friend Gabael, and eventually Raphael brought the 



bridal pair safe home. Before taking his leave 
Raphael assures Tobias that when he seemed to 
them to eat and drink, they were under an illusion, 
To 12 w . (5) The chief characteristic of Raphael 
was as a healer qj men's maladies: Tobias, the 
father of Tobit, was afflicted with leucoma in the 
eyes; and Sarah was possessed by the demon 
Asmodaeus, who had, on the first night of marriage, 
slain seven husbands who had been married to 
Sarah. By the fumes of the heart and liver of a_ 
fish burnt on embers, Raphael instructed Tobit 
how to expel the demon, and to use the gall of the 
same fish to cure Tobias' blindness. 

In Enoch 10 Raphael and Michael both receive a 
commission from God to punish the fallen angels, 
who had married human wives. The reason why 
Raphael was bidden to cast the angels into cavities, 
and cover them for ever with rugged stones, was, 
that he might heal the earth, which had been 
defiled by the enormities of the ' watchers.' Jewish 
tradition names Rapliael as the third of the angels 
who appeared to Abraham in Gn 18, his duty being 
to impart to Sarah ' strength to conceive seed,' cf. 
He 11", Ro 4 19 . The Midrash speaks of a Book of 
Noah (see vol. iii. p. 657*), which was one of the 
earliest treatises on medicine. The origin of this 
book is said to have been that after the Flood men 
were afflicted with various diseases, and God sent 
the angel Raphael to disclose to Noah the use 
of curative plants and roots (Ronsch, Buck der 
JubUden, 385 f.). Thus was Raphael true to his 
name, ' El has healed.' J. T. Marshall. 

' RAPHAIM (A 'Po^cUr, M 'Pa&telw, B om.).— An 
ancestor of Judith, Jth 8 1 . 

RAPHOM fPa^w*).— A city in Bashan, ' beyond 
the wady' (Wpar rod x et i J ^pp ov )< near which Timo- 
theua sustained a defeat at the hands of Judas 
Maccabteus ( 1 Mac 5"). It is no doubt the Baphana 
of Pliny (HN v. 16), but the site has not yet been 
identified. C. R. Condeb. 

RAPHU (iwri * healed ' ; "Po^h)).— The father of 
Palti, the spy selected from the tribe of Benjamin, 
Nu 13". 

RA8SE8 (BA 'Poovefc, K '?aa<rtrels, Lat. Cod. corb. 
and Vulg. Tharsis [ = Tarsus], Old Lat. Tyros et 
Basis, Syr. Thiras (Gn W) and Raanises (Ex 1")). 
— Among the peoples which Holofernes subdued 
are mentioned 'the children of Passes' (Jth 2**). 
Some think the Vulg. Tarsus is original, the 
Greek a corruption, the Old Lat. and Syr. a union 
of the two. Fritzsche suggested Bhosos, a moun- 
tain chain and city south of Amanos, on the Gulf 
of Issus. Ball adds the possibility of Bosh (Ezk 
38*-* 39 1 ). Eastern Asia Minor seems to be the 
general region whioh the connexion suggests. 

F. C. Porter. 

RATHTJMUB fPdftycor), 'the story - writer ' or 
« recorder,' 1 Es 2 16 - *■ », is the same as ' Rehum 
the chancellor ' of Ezr 4 8 - »• "• a . The LXX of Ezra 
has merely transliterated the Aramaic title ; 1 Es 
has either taken it as a proper name {xal 
BeAretyior, w ), or tr* 1 it as a title (6 [ypd<f>wi>] ra 
rpoaxlTTorra "), or combined both these render- 
ings (»). See Beeltethmus, Chancellob. 

RATER (ai» 'drebh, »rtya£, corvus, Arab, ghurab). 
— Both the Heb. and Arab, roots mean ' to be 
black.' The Arab, root also contains the idea 
of leaving home. From these two meanings the 
raven has come to be a bird of specially evil omen 
to the Arabs, who attribute to his presence the 
worst of presages of death and disaster. They 
are especially superstitious about the ghurab el- 
bin, which they say is marked with white on his 
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black coat, or has a red beak and legs. What 
bird is meant by these descriptions is not quite 
clear. It is probably fabulous. 

The raven is the first bird mentioned by name 
in the Bible (Gn 8 7 ). The Heb. implies that the 
raven went out and stayed, probably feeding on 
carcasses. The LXX and Vulg. seem to imply that 
it went out and stayed until the waters were 
dried up, and then returned. But there would 
have been no reason for its returning then. The 
raven was unclean (Lv ll ,s , Dt 14"). It is in part 
a carrion bird, and therefore uneatable. Ravens 
were commanded to feed Elijah, and did so (1 K 
17* °). See article Elijah in vol. i. p. 688\ 
God is twice said to provide for young ravens 
(Job 38 a , Ps 147"). There is nothing especially 
significant in this. It is implied in the previous 
and succeeding verses that God provides for other 
wild animals. The stories that ravens neglect 
their young are fabulous. The allusion to the 
carrion-eating propensities of ravens (Pr 30") is 
true to nature. They are always found among 
the birds and animals which assemble around a 
carcass in Palestine. They, however, capture and 
eat lizards, hares, mice, etc. Their black colour 
is compared with that of the hair of the Shulam- 
mite's lover (Ca 5 U ). They are among the ill- 
omened creatures which symbolize the desolation 
of Edom (Is 34 11 ). Ravens are not wholly flesh- 
eaters. On the contrary, they are very iond of 
chick peas and other grains, by devouring which 
they do vast damage to the farmers. 

The term 'orebh, as well as icl»pa£, is not confined 
to the raven. It doubtless includes all birds after 
its kind (Lv 11"). Of these, besides Corvus corax, 
L., the raven, there are in Palestine C. affinis, 
Riipp. , the Fantail Raven ; C. comix, L. , the 
Hooded Crow (Arab, zdgh) ; C. agricola, Trist., 
the Syrian Rook; C. monedula, L., the Jackdaw 
(Arab, k&k) ; Garrulus atricapilius, St. H., the 
Syrian Jay or Garrulous Roller (Arab, 'akdk) ; and 
Pyrrhocorax alpinus, Koch, the Alpine Chough. 
Most of these eat vegetable food as well as animal, 
including grubs, worms, etc. To all would apply 
the words of Christ (Lk 12 24 ) in regard to God s 
provision for them, although they neither sow nor 
gather into storehouses. " G. E. Post. 

RAYEN, RAYIN.— To 'raven' is to seize with 
violence, to prey upon with greed or rapacity, and 
so ' raven ' or ' ravin ' is plunder or prey. The 
word comes from Lat. rapiiui plunder, through Old 
Fr. ravine, whence also Eng. ' ravine ' a mountain 
gorge, and ' rapine ' plunder. There is no con- 
nexion with the bird, the raven, whose name is of 
native origin, Anglo-Sax. hrrfn. 

The verb occurs in AV in Gn 49 s7 ('ravin,' 
intrans.), Ezk 22 a - 17 (' ravening,' trans.), the Heb. 
being "p? to tear as pre if. As a subst. ' ravin ' is 
found in Nab 2 ia 'The lion . . . filled his holes 
with prey, and his dens with ravin' (nei?) ; and 
' ravening' in Lk ll 39 ' Your inward part is full of 
ravening and wickedness' (apira.yfi, RV 'extortion'). 
The adj. is either ' ravening ' (Ps 22' 3 , Mt 7 13 ) or 
' ravenous' (Is 3.j» 46 n , Ezk 30 4 ). 

An exnniule of ' ravin ' in the sense of ' plunder- 
ing' is Udall, E 'ran mils' Paraph, i. 17 — ' Mekeneise 
ohtcyneth more of them that geve wyllyngly and 
of theyr owne accorde, then violence and ravine 
can purchase or obtayne by hooke and croke'; 
and in the sense of 'plunder,' 'booty,' Spenser, 
FQ I. xi. 12- 

' His deepe devouring Jawea 
Wide papc!, like the (jriesly mouth of hell, 
Through which into his darke abysse all ravin fell.' 

J. Hastings. 
RSZIZ ('Pttfefe). ,— The hero of a narrative in 
2 Mac 14 s711 -. Nicanor, having been informed ■ 



REBEKAH 



against Razis (who is described as 'an elder of 
Jerusalem, a lover of his countrymen, and a man 
of very good report, and one called " father of the 
Jews" for his goodwill towards them'), sent a band 
of soldiers to apprehend him. He escaped arrest 
by committing suicide, the circumstances of which 
are described in revolting detail in 2 Mac. His 
conduct ia criticised adversely by Augustine {Ep. 
civ. 6) in opposition to the Donatists, who admired 
it, as the author of 2 Mac. evidently did. 

RAZOR (TO 'knife,' Nu 6» 8 7 , Ps 52*. Is 7 s0 , 
Ezk 5> ; Tjto 'razor,' Jg 13 s 16 17 , 1 S 1"). — It is not 
likely that originally there was any distinction 
between razors and knives, the same word "iff? 
being used in many passages for both, but a special 
word for razor («"rjiO, Arab, miis) is used in the 
stories of Samson and Samuel. In the above 
passages the LXX uniformly tr. -\sb by £ vpbv, and 
.tt© by clSijpos except in Jg 16 17 where B has 
alSripot but A £vp!>v. In early times razors were 
probably made of bronze, as other cutting instru- 
ments were. In Wilkinson's Anc. Egypt. 1878, 
vol. ii. p. 333 note, it is said of the barber, ' his 
instruments and razors varied at different times, 
being sometimes in shape of a small short hatchet 
with recurved handle ; other instruments knife- 
shaped were also employed.' Forty years ago a 
peculiarly shaped razor, with a straight fixed 
handle, was in use in Syria ; now European razors 
are universally used. * W. Carslaw. 

REAIAH (n;irj ' Jah hath seen'). — 1. The eponym 
of a Calebite family, 1 Ch 4 a (B 'PaSd, A *P«d), 
probably to be preferred (so Bertheau and Kit tel ; 
Gray [HPN 236] is more doubtful) to Haroeh, 
1 Ch 2 M (.ixin ' the seer,' B AM, A 'Apod). 2. The 
eponym of a Benjamite family, 1 Ch 5*(AV Reaia ; 
BA Pi7*d, Luc. 'Patd). 3. A Nethinim family 
name, Ezr 2" (B 'Pej\, A "Paid) = Nell 7 M (B 'Paed, 
A 'Pao<d) = 1 Es 5 sl JAIBUS. 

REAPING.— See Agriculture. 

REBA (Wj). — One of the five kinglets of Midinn 
who were slain by the Israelites, under Moses, Nu 
31 B ('P6Bok), Jos 13 31 (B 'P6Be, A 'PiBtx). Like his 
companions, he is called in Numbers a (' king '), 
but in Joshua a x'i?} (' prince,' 'chieftain '). 

REBECCA.— The NT and modern spelling (from 
the Gr. *Pe/9tara) of the name which is spelt in OT 
Rebkkah. The only occurrence of 'Rebecca ' is in 
Ro 9 10 (both AV and RV). 

REBEKAH, in Ro 9 10 Rebecca (ngp, i.e. 
Ribhkah ; in Arab, a cord with loops for tying 
lambs or kids, from rabaka, to tie or bind fast ; 
LXX and NT 'PfBtKua, Vulg. Rebecca).— Daughter 
of Bethuel, the son of Nahor and Milcah, and conse- 
quently great-niece of Abraham (Gn 22*- *) ; sister 
of Laban, and subsequently wife of Isaac. The 
idyllic story of the circumstances through which 
Rebekah became Isaac's wife is told by J, in his 
usual picturesque style, and at the same time with 
stress on the providence which overruled them 
( VVa 7b.is [lit. 'cause it to meet — i.e. hapi>en success- 
fully— before me,' so 27 20 ] «■ * w - »• •*), in Gn 24. 
In accordance with Eastern custom (Marriage, 
vol. iii. p. 270), the betrothal is arranged with- 
out Isaacs own personal intervention: Abraham 
sends his principal and confidential servant (v. 3 ) 
— called in E (15'■ a •) Eliezer — to find a wife for 
his 6on, not from among the Canaanites around 
him, but from his own relations in 'the land of 
his nativity ' : the servant proceeds accordingly 
to Aram-naharaim, to the 'city of Nahor' (/.«:. 
Harun : cf. Laban, vol. iii. p. 13 b ) ; as he reaches 
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the well outside the city (v. 11 ), he prays for a sign 
by which he may know Isaac's destined bride ; and 
the damsel who fulfils it proves to be Rebekah. 
Laban and Bethuel, satisfied by the evidence of 
their uncle's prosperity (vv. 22 - x - 35 ; cf. v. 10 [RVJ, 
v.**), and of Isaacs prospective wealth (v. Wb ), and 
recognizing in what had happened the hand of 
Providence (vv. 80 - 81 — 'spoken,' viz. by the 
facts), agree to the servant's proposal ; Rebckali 
herself consents to return with him (v.* 7 '-), and so 
she becomes Isaac's wife, consoling him after his 
mother's death (v. 97 ).* 

Like Sarah, Rachel, and Hannah, Rebekah was at 
first barren ; and her barrenness ceased only after 
Isaac's entreaty (25 21 ), — according to the chronology 
of P (25 s0 - M ), — 20 years after her marriage. On the 
oracle, received by her (25°), shortly before the 
birth of her twin sons, see Jacob, vol. ii. p. 526. 
The next incident in Rebekah's life that we read 
of is on the occasion of Isaac's visit to Gerar 
(26'" J1 ), when, fearing lest her beauty (cf. 24 16 ) 
might attract admirers, and his own life be en- 
dangered in consequence, he passed her oil as his 
sister (cf. Gn 20; and Isaac, vol. ii. p. 484 h ). 
Jacob was Rebekah's favourite son (25*) ; and 
Gn 27 (JE) tells of the deed of treachery by which 
the ambitious and designing mother, 'sacrificing 
husband, elder son, principle, her own soul, for 
an idolized person,' secured for him his father's 
blessing (see more fully, on this narrative, Jacob, 
vol. ii. p. 527). After this, she prompted Jacob 
to llee to his uncle Laban, in order to escape 
Esau's vengeance, vv.* 3 "* 8 : in the paragraph from 
P which follows (27 w -28 9 ), however, the motive 
upon which she urges his visit to Haran, is that 
he may obtain a wife, not, like Esau (cf. 2G 34 - 34 
P), from among the natives of Canaan, but from 
among La bun's daughters (see, further, ibid.). An 
isolated, and very possibly misplaced, notice (35 8 ) 
states that Deborah, Rebekah s nurse, who had 
accompanied her long before from Haran (24 M ), died 
after Jacob's return to Canaan, and was buried 
below Bethel. The death of Rebekah herself is 
not specially mentioned ; but in 49 31 (P) she is said 
to have been buried in the cave of Machpelah. 

S. R. Driver. 

RECAH. — In a genealogy contained in 1 Ch 4, 
the sons of Eshton (v. u ) are described as 'the 
men of Recall' (nyj •stye), a place which is not 
mentioned elsewhere in the Of, and is quite un- 
known. The LXX has B 'Pvx*P, A 'Py<pd. 

RECEIPT OF CUSTOM (reX^wov, RV 'place of 
toll'), Mt 9", Mk 2", Lk 5 s7 . See Publican, 
Taxes, Toll. For ' receipt ' in the sense of ' plnce 
for receiving,' see Mandeville, Travels, 112, 'Men 
have made a litylle Resceyt, besyde a Pylere of 
that Chirche, for to resceyve the OH'rynges of Pil- 
gryines' ; and Shaks. Macbeth, I. vii. 60 — 

' Memory, the warder of the brain, 
Shall be a fume, and the receipt of reason 
A limbeck only.' 

RECHAB, RECHABITES (a;rj, '"i !?, o*3?in n«s('j3), 
ap v:k; LXX tnx4P [B 2S 4 8 - 6 -" 'P« X d, 
in 1 Ch 2 s6 'Pyx*] ; and 'Apxafab in B, 'AXxa^elv or 
Xapapeir in A, "Poxo/Scli- in Q; Vulg. licchab, 
Jicchabita). — Rekhdbh is often explained as mean- 
ing 'a rider,' on camels, i.e. a name for a nomadic 
tribe. The names nana (of a man), ^vtzst (of a 
god ), are found in Aramaic inscriptions (Lidzbarski, 
Xordsem. Epigraph, pp. 246, 369). The biblical 
lltlctiabh may be a contraction for Skssi. 

1. Rechab (in Jos. Ant. VII. ii. 1, Oirros) ben- 
Rimmon the Beerothite, a captain of one of the 
'bands' following Ishbosheth. Ho and Baanah 

• Which, however, though only according to P, had taken 
place three to four yean previoualy (IT" 23' Zo^). 



murdered Ishbosheth, carried the news to David, 
and were put to death by his orders; 2S 4* ff - J 1 
(Budde). Cf. Baanah, Ishbosheth. 

2. 3. Rechab in 1 Ch 2°* ' Hum math, the father 
of the house of Rechab,' and Rechab in Neh 3 U , 
' Malchijah ben- Rechab,' sometimes reckoned as 
separate individuals, are to be identified with the 
following — 

4. Rechab, Reehabites. — A clan of the Kenites, 
in later times, probably after the Return from the 
Captivity, incorporated in the tribe of Judah, i.e. 
in the restored Jewish community in Palestine, 
lCh2»» 

The view that the Reehabites were a religious sect, founded 
by Jehonadab (2 K 10"-**, Jer 36), is improbable ; although 
Dillmann, Oehler, SchulU, etc., speak of him as ' the founder of 
the Reehabites.' It is not likely that the founder of the 
Reehabites would himself be described as ' ben-lieehab ' ; more- 
over, 1 Ch 2*» speaks of Hammath (AV Hemath) as the ' father 
of the house of Rechab.' 

This clan is traced liack (1 Ch 2») to Hammath 
(n3n='hot spring,' LXX B Mecy/id, A Al/id0), a 
descendant of Hur, the son of Caleb, i.e. a clan of 
the Calebite branch of the Kenites. The view of 
Bertheau (in loco), that Rechab was the actual 
father and Hammath the grandfather of the 
Jehonadab of 2 K 10, etc., is contrary to all 
analogy. Jos 19 3 * (P) mentions a town Hammath 
in Naphtali. As a settlement of Kenites under 
Hel>er and Jael existed somewhere in that district 
in the time of Deborah (Jg 4 17 5**), and the Reehab- 
ites belonged to the Northern Kingdom in the time 
of Jehu, it is possible that the Reehabites had some 
connexion with this town before they migrated to 
Judah. It is clear, however, from Jer 35 that they 
were a nomad tribe up to the fall of the Southern 
Kingdom. Moreover, according to Kittel (SBOT), 
1 Ch 2 s6 is part of a late addition to Chronicles. 

The Reehabites appear in the OT on three 
occasions. First, in the person of Jehonadab 
ben-Rechab (i.e. 'the Rechabite'), in 2 K 10 liff \ 
Jehonadab showed his zeal for the exclusive wor- 
ship of Jehovah by associating himself with Jehu 
in liis fierce persecution of the devotees of Baal. 
Josephus reproduces the biblical narrative in Ant. 
IX. vi. 6, and mentions Jehonadab, but does not 
say that he was a Rechabite. The second incident 
is narrated in Jer 35. Some time after the reign 
of Jehu, probably about the period of the Fall of 
Samaria, the Reehabites had migrated to Judah. 
When Nebuchadrezzar invaded Judah in the reign 
of Jehoiakim, the Reehabites took refuge in Jeru- 
salem, probably encamping in some open space 
within the walls. Jeremiah utilized their presence 
to provide an object-lesson for his fellow-country- 
men. Amongst other prohibitions, their clan-laws 
forbade them to drink wine. The prophet invited 
the clan under their chief, Jaazaninn ben-Jeremiah 
ben-Habazziniah, to meet him in a chamber attached 
to the temple, and offered them wine. They refused 
on the ground that their 'father' Jonadab ben- 
Rechab nad forbidden them to drink wine, build 
houses, sow seed, or plant vineyards, and had com- 
manded them to live in tents. They stated that 
they had always obeyed these commands, and had 
entered Jerusalem only through sheer necessity. 
Josephus does not reproduce this incident, nor does 
he anywhere mention the Reehabites. 

The Reehabites therefore regarded Jonadab 
much as the Israelites regarded Moses. They 
traced to him their clan-law. It is not likely, 
however, that he originated the customs which he 
made permanently binding. In his time the 
Reehabites, of whom he was doubtless chief, were 
a nomad clan pasturing their Docks in the less 
occupied districts of the Northern Kingdom ; they 
and their chief were zealous worshippers of Jehovah. 
In the natural course of events ihey would have 
followed the example of the Israelites, once their 
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fellow-nomads, and settled down as farmers and 
townsmen. Probably the process was beginning 
in the time of Jonadab ; bat that chief nipped it 
in the bad, and induced his followers to make their 
ancient nomadic habits matters of religious obli- 
gation. He had no leanings to asceticism, and his 
ordinances were not intended to make his followers 
ascetics. He forbade wine, but the term ' wine ' is 
to be understood strictly ; there is no prohibition of 
any other intoxicant. His motives would be two- 
fold. First, the nomad regards agriculture' and 
city life as meaner, less manly, less spiritual than 
his own. Jonadab wished to keep his clan to the 
higher life. Moreover, when the Israelites surren- 
dered nomad life to settle on the land and in towns, 
they corrupted their worship of Jehovah by com- 
bining it with the superstitious and immoral rites 
of the Canaanite baals, to whom, as they thought, 
they owed their corn and wine and oil, Hos 2 s . 
Recently, under Ahab and Jezebel, the worship of 
Baal had greatly developed. The cultivation of 
corn and of the vine seemed to lead directly to 
baal-worship ; and it would seem to Jonadab that 
by cutting off his people from any connexion with 
agriculture he would preserve the purity and sim- 
plicity of their ancient worship of Jehovah. 

Probably the Rechabites were still in Jerusalem 
when the city was taken by Nebuchadrezzar, and 
some of them shared the Captivity and the Return 
of the Israelites. Under stress of circumstances, 
they would be obliged to finally surrender their 
ancestral customs, so that in Neh 3 U we find 
Malchijah the Rechabite engaged under Nehemiah 
in rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. Malchijah 
is styled ' ruler of the district of Beth-haccherem,' 
i.e. of the 1 House of the Vineyard.' The very 
obscure verse 1 Ch 2 s8 describes • The families of 
scribes that dwelt at Jabez' — a town in Judah — 
* the Tirathites, the Shimeathites, the Succathites,' 
as ' Kenites that came of Hammath, the father of 
the house of Rechab.' This points to the settle- 
ment of some Rechabites in late post-exilic times 
at Jabez as 'scribes.' The Vulgate regards the 
words rendered * Tirathites,' etc., as titles of three 
classes of scribes, ' canentes at que resonantes, et in 
tabernaculis commorantes ' = ' singers, makers of an 
echo or of a ringing sound [! chorus], and dwellers 
in tents,' but the words are proper names (so LXX), 
and denote three clans of the men of Jabez. 

The promise of Jer 35 18 '- that because the 
Rechabites had kept the laws of Jonadab, ' Jonadab 
ben-Rechab shall not want a man to stand before 
me for ever,' might lead some later Rechabites to 
revert to their ancient clan customs. It would 
also lead those who lived like other Jews to keep 
up the memory of their descent from the ancient 
Rechabites. Jeremiah does not expressly state 
that the fulfilment of his promise is dependent on 
the continued observance of the laws of Jonadab. 
But, on the other hand, this promise and its im- 
plied conditions would naturally lead communities 
or individuals which observed some or other of 
these laws to adopt the name 'Rechabite,' and- to 
imagine a genealogy connecting them with Rechab. 
Thus, in modern time, a Total Abstinence Society, 
whose members live in houses and do not abjure 
corn or oil, styles itself the 'Rechabites.' Probably 
this is the explanation of the statement of Heges- 
ippus (ap. Eus. HE ii. 23), that ' one of the priests 
of the sons of Rechab, the son of Rechabim, who 
are mentioned by Jeremiah the prophet,' protested 
against the murder of James the Just, especially 
as Epiphanius {Hter. lxxviii. 14) substitutes Symeon 
the brother of James for the Rechabite (so E. H. 
Perowne in Smith's DB). The name had become 
a term for an ascetic. A similar view explains the 
fact that travellers — Benjamin of Juda-a, 12th 
cent ; Wolff, 1829 ; Pierotti, c. 1880— have found 



tribes in Syria and Arabia claiming the name 
Rechabite and professing to observe the laws of 
Jonadab. These tribes are probably connected 
with the ancient Rechabites in just the same way 
as the Total Abstinence Society mentioned above. 
Moreover, as words for ' horseman,' ' camel-rider,' 
in Heb., Aram., and Arab., are derived from the 
root rkb, it is easy to see how tribes might be 
called ' Rechabites ' without any connexion, real or 
imaginary, with the Old Testament clan. 

InPs 71 (LXX 70) the LXX has the title Itf 
AavelS, via)* 'IwraSdfi (R 'Afuva8&n), koI tQv Tpdrrwr 
alxjiaXwriadtpTwr , * To David, of the Bne Jonadab 
(R Aminadam, i.e. Aminadab) and of those first 
carried away captive.' This title has sometimes 
been adduced as evidence of the existence and im- 

B>rtance of the Rechabites in the 3rd or 2nd cent, 
ut the origin, text, and meaning of the title are 
too uncertain to warrant any such conclusion. 
Jonadab may be the cousin of David ; or, as the 
reading of R suggests, a scribe's error for some 
other name. 

The devotion 'of the Rechabites to Jehovah is 
illustrated by the zeal of Jonadab and by the fact 
that all the names of individual Rechabites known 
to us include the Divine name Jehovah, viz. 
Habazziniah, Jaazaniah, J (eh Jonadab, Jeremiah, 
and Malchijah. It has generally ■ been supposed 
that the Kenites were led to adopt the worship ef 
Jehovah through their association with the Israel- 
ites ; and that the zeal of Jonadab, like that of 
Jehu, was inspired by the teaching of Elijah and 
Elisha. But recent scholars, e.g. Budde, have 
pointed out the close association of Jehovah with 
Sinai, and of Moses with the Kenites (see Jethro, 
Hobab), and have suggested that the Israelites 
adopted the worship of Jehovah from the Kenites, 
and that the Kenites, and therefore the Rechab- 
ites, were by ancient practice and tradition the 
most devoted followers of Jehovah in Israel ; 
hence the zeal of Jonadab. It should be noted, 
however, that the only direct evidence for the 
connexion of the Rechabites with the Kenites is 
the very late and obscure passage in Chronicles. 

As the Rechabite laws are simply the ordinary 
customs of nomads,— for primitive nomads the 
regular use of wine was impossible, — it is easy to 
find, numerous parallels to them. Probably even 
the prohibition of wine is not strictly and directly 
religious, but merely a means for preserving the 
nomadic life. Hence Mohammed's prohibition of 
wine and similar laws or taboos (cf. BS 484 f.) are 
not real parallels. Of others commonly cited is 
the statement of Diodorus Siculus (xix. 94, c. 8 B.C. ), 
that the Nabatsean Arabs forbade sowing seed, 
planting fruit-trees, using or building houses, under 
pain of death. Cf., further, Jehonadab, Jere- 
miah, Kenites, Tirathites, Shimeathites, Suc- 
cathites. 

8. In Jg 1» the LXX has for * because they had 
chariots (relchebh) of iron,' 'because Bechab com- 
manded them ' ; an obvious mistake. 

Lithrattrjl— W. H. Bennett. Jeremiah xxL-lxi. p. 44 ff. ; 
Budde, Hel. of lir. to the Exile, p. 19 ff. (for connexion of J" 
with the Kenites) ; Dillmann, OT Theol. p. 172 ; Oehler, OT 
Theot., Eng. tr. ii. 195; E. H. Perowne, art. 'Rechabites' in 
8mith's DB (views of Patristic and other commentators, 
travellers' tales of ' Rechabites' in Syria and Arabia); Schultz, 
OT Theol., Eng. tr. i. 91, 163; Sniend, AUtett. Relujionegeech.* 
93t. ;HS 484 f. W. H. BENNETT. 

RECONCILIATION (icaraXXa^). — The general 

doctrine of the Atonement has been dealt with 
under that title (vol. i. p. 197), and the biblical 
phraseology under Propitiation (p. 128). The 
present art. is concerned with the reconciliation 
made by Christ between God and men ; and the 
question specially to be investigated is, whether 
it is subjective only, our reconciliation to God, oj 
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objective also, God's reconciliation to us. The Gr. 
word occurs four times in NT, Ro 6 11 11" and 2 Co 
5'"- w , and in all these places it is used objectively 
to describe the new relation between God and 
humanity brought about by the work of Christ (see 
Cremer, Bibl.-Theol. Lex. s.v.). This is, perhaps, 
most clearly seen in Ro 5 U Si' oS vdv tV KardKXayii* 
i\6.fiofter, 'through whom we have now received 
the reconciliation.' The reconciliation must have 
been already an accomplished fact before it could 
be received, i.e. before faith or feeling could have 
anything to do with it. So in Ro 11" the kot. 
k&ithov is plainly the favourable attitude of God 
towards tne world through His turning away 
from Israel. In 2 Co " the SuuroWd rijt xaraX- 
Xayj?» and the \6yos rjjt KaraXXayrjt are the means 
appointed by God to bring men to a knowledge of 
what He has done for them in Christ. And what 
is that ! What is ' the word of reconciliation ' ! It 
is 'that God was in Christ, reconciling the world 
unto himself.' That this refers to an objective 
matter of fact, not a subjective state of feeling, is 
plain from the exhortation based on it: 'Be ye 
reconciled to God.' Besides, how was God in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself ! By ' not 
imputing unto men their trespasses.' But this 
was only the negative side of it. The positive is 
reserved to clinch the argument at the close : ' For 
God made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin, 
that we might be made the righteousness of God 
in him ' (2 Co 5 S1 ). But if this is the meaning of 
the reconciliation in the two most important of 
the passages that bear on it, — the doing on God's 
part of all that needed to be done to make it right 
tor Him to receive us back into favour, — the re- 
conciliation cannot have respect to us alone, nor 
can the whole purpose of the work of Christ be 
exhausted in the moral effect it has upon us as a 
pathetic display of the love of God. Moreover, 
.according to Ko 3°, the primary object of the work 
of Christ was not to display the love, but the right- 
eousneat of God. That righteousness had been 
obscured by the forbearance of God in the past, 
and might still further be obscured in the future 
by His forgiving men on the ground of their faith 
in Jesus. They bad been tempted, and might again 
be tempted, to doubt the reality of His wrath 
against sin, unless it were made clear that in 
forgiving it to men God had dealt seriously with 
it in the propitiatory work of Christ. 

±. The Need of Reconciliation on the part of God. 
— The subject has already so far been discussed, 
and passages have been cited both from OT and 
NT ascribing anger, wrath, indignation, jealousy, 
and even hate to God (see art. Anger op God in 
vol. i. p. 97 ff. ). But something may be added to 
what is there said of the reluctance theologians 
have long shown to take such passages seriously. 
In their recoil from the extreme anthropomorphism 
of fiery writers like Tertullian, they have, from 
Origen downwards, often rushed to the opposite 
extreme, and conceived of God not only as a Being 
'without parts,' but also 'without passions.' But 
anthropomorphism has at the heart of it a truth of 
priceless worth, for man was made in the image of 
God (Gn and therefore, spiritually considered, 
their natures are essentially akin. As we appreci- 
ate and apply this truth in Christology, we make 
it easier to see the possibility of an Incarnation. 
If the Divine and the human natures were dis- 
. parate, it is hard to see how there could be a 
union of God and man ; but if they are essentially 
akin, the difficulty is at least sensibly relieved. 
But ,if this help is available for Christology, it 
is available for Theology also. For then, what 
Edward White calls ' the Buddhism of the West,' 
according to which God is conceived as a Being of 
passionless repose, sublimely raised above all the 



fluctuations of feeling to which we are subject, 
gives place to a truer conception of God, more 
human and therefore more Divine. (See the Ex- 
cursus on the ' Sensibility of God' in Ed. White's 
Life in Christ, p. 255, and Bushnell's Sermon on 'the 
Power of God in Self-Sacrifice' in The New Life). 

We are here concerned, however, not with the 
Divine sensibility in general, but -with that par- 
ticular form of it implied in the anger or wrath of 
God. What is meant by that ? Our answer to the 
question will turn in part on the view we take of 
the way in which God governs the world, and in 
part on the view we take of our own nature in 
comparison with God's. If we think that God 
administers a law above and apart from Himself, 
as a judge administers the law of his country, we 
must interpret all that Scripture says of His anger 
or wrath in some non-natural sense, for these are 
emotions which, even if he had them, a judge 
would not betray. The more perfect he is as a 

i'udge, the more carefully will he suppress them, 
lis decisions will tell us nothing or his personal 
feelings, but only of his determination to uphold the 
law of the land. Now this is just how the great 
majority of theologians, from Origen and Augustine 
down to our own day, have dealt with the language 
of Scripture about the anger of God. They have 
taken it in a thoroughly non-natural sense, as if it 
told us nothing of the personal feeling of God, but 
only of His judicial determination to punish and 
put down wickedness (see Simon, Redemption of 
Man, pp. 223-229). But this is not how the Scrip- 
tures speak, and therefore we may be sure it is 
not the view they take of God's relation to the 
world. They give free vent to God's personal feel- 
ings regarding the character and conduct .of men, 
from which we may safely infer that they did not 
regard Him primarily as our Judge, but as our 
Father, the Father of our spirits, and our Judge in 
virtue of His Fatherhood ; for as every father is 
head uver his own house, so is God Head over all 
(1 P l 17 ). In other words, His relations to us are 

Krsonal, and His government direct. There is no 
n over and above Him, or between Him and us. 
The law He upholds is that of His own life, and 
therefore of ours, for our life is but our finite 
share in His. Hence His Divine displeasure, 
when we do anything to disturb it. It is Him 
and not merely ourselves we grieve, when we 
fall out of right relations to Him ; and against 
Him we chiefly offend, even when we do wrong to 
others. ' Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, 
and done that which is evil in thy sight ' (Ps 51'). 

The nearest human analogue we nave to the moral 
government of God is that of the family, and the 
best clue we have to the feeling of God when we 
deliberately do wrong is the bitter disappointment 
of a father who has loved and lived for his children, 
when they have rebelled against him, until the 
filial bond between them is strained almost to the 
breaking. And the Divine Father feels it the 
more, because, though we may cease in spirit to be 
His children, He cannot cease to be our Father. 
He cannot consent to stand in any lower relation 
to us, and can only express His astonishment that 
we should behave as we have done. 'Hear, O 
heavens, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath 
spoken : I have nourished and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled against me' (Is 1*). That 
is what sin means to God. Is it any wonder that 
He should hate it, and plead with His rebellious 
children as He does: 'On, do not this abominable 
thing which I hate ' ( Jer 44*). 

But even pathos like that will be lost on us, unless 
we further see what the Fatherhood of God involves, 
namely, that His nature and ours are essentially 
akin, so that, allowance being made for our moral 
imperfection, from our own experience we may 
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safely infer His. If man was made in the image 
of God, a good man must be a good guide to right 
though ts about God. If a good man may be angry, 
so may God. A good man's anger will never be 
mere blind rage, nor mere personal resentment, but 
as moral indignation it may rise to any height ; 
and the better he is, the higher it will rise, in the 
presence of deliberate wrong-doing. And that 
being so, it were surely strange to conclude that 
if he were altogether perfect, his anger would 
entirely disappear. There would disappear from 
it only what deli led it before — the smoke, but not 
the name ; as we see in the one perfect Man of 
the whole race — the Man, Christ Jesus. Was He 
never angry? Did not He look round on His 
enemies ' with anger, being grieved for the hard- 
ness of their hearts'? (Mk 3 8 ). And can we con- 
ceive Him denouncing the hypocrites of His day in 
cold, unimpassioned language? Is not His indict- 
ment against them instinct with moral indignation, 
the fire of which we feel as wc read it still ? We 
cannot doubt the reality of His anger. Why, 
then, should we doubt the reality of God's? Was 
not God in Christ denouncing the Pharisees, as 
well as reconciling the world to Himself? And 
does not the one fact go far to determine how the 
other should be understood ? 

2. The Possibility of Reconciliation on the part 
of God. — But many demur to a mutual recon- 
ciliation, not only because they doubt the reality 
of God's anger, and see no need of reconciliation 
on the part of God, but also because they doubt 
its possibility, for reconciliation implies a change 
of feeling, and there can be no change in God. 
This, however, is confusion of thought. It is to 
misunderstand the nature of God's unchangeable- 
ness. God is not a mere mechanical force, but a 
living, moral mind. It is His character that is 
unchangeable, not His feelings, nor His actions. 
These must change with the changing character 
and conduct of His creatures, just because He 
changeth not. In any relevant sense of the word, 
it is not He that changes, but we. If we obey 
not, He abideth faithful. He cannot deny Him- 
self, and therefore He must deny us, when we 
defy Him. In fact this apparent change in God 
proves His real unchangeableness, just as an 
apparent unchangeableness would prove a real 
change. (See Dorner on ' the Divine Immutability ' 
in System of Christian Doctrine, i. 244 ft'. , iv. 80). 

1. But both the need and the possibility of recon- 
ciliation on the Divine side seem to many forbidden 
from another point of view. There seems no room 
for it in the Christian conception of God. God is 
Love, and love is incapable of anger or hostility. 
But if God is love, love must be more than a mere 
emotion. It is a character, and a character is 
made up of likes and dislikes, attractions and re- 
pulsions, according to its affinity for, or aversion 
to, the character and conduct of those with whom 
it comes in contact. In other words, God is a 
person, not a force. He can, and does, discrimin- 
ate between the righteous and the wicked. 'The 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous . . . the 
face of the Lord is against them that do evil' 
(Ps 34' 516 ). That does not mean that He does 
not love even them that do evil, but it does mean 
that His love is capable of hostility. How, indeed, 
can God love us for our good without showing His 
hostility to what would do us harm ? When a 
river is dammed back by some obstruction thrown 
in its way, it chafes against it, and poetically we 
say it is angry. But it is not mere poetry to say 
that when the Divine love is held back by our 
sin, so that it can no longer flow forth to bless 
us as it would, it chafes against the obstacle, and 
cannot bear to be balked of its benign purpose 
concerning us. Love is goodness in earnest to 



make others good, and when it cannot have its 
way it is grieved, when it is deliberately thwarted 
it is angry, and, as Coleridge says — 

' To be wroth with one you love 
Doth work like madness in the bruin.' 

It is here that Simon (Redemption of Man, p. 216 tt.% who 
has done so much to define and defend the reality of God's 
anger, has lost his way. According to him. ' love and wrath are 
mutually exclusive ' ; that is, they cannot both be felt for one and 
the same person at one and the same time, though they may 
both be felt by one and the same person towards different 
persons. ' A father may become angry with one of his children, 
and, to that extent, cease loving him, without therefore ceasing 
to love the rest. At the moment of intensest indignation with 
the one he may turn with tenderness to the rest. Not other- 
wise with God.' It is true, he adds that a man who is angry 
because his love has been repelled, 'will also, even whilst 
angry, carefully search for means of vanquishing the indiffer- 
ence, and converting the contemptuous aversion into loving 
regard. This is what a loving being, a loving Hod, can do, but 
it is misleading to ascribe it to love' (ib. p. 261). But surely, 
as Scott Lidgett has pointed out (The Spiritual Principle of 
the Atonement, p. 250 f.), it is contrary to the most familiar 
experience of life to say that love must either be requited or 
withdrawn. Life is full of unrequited and even outraged love 
that has never been withdrawn. Witness the way in which a 
mother will cling to a reprobate son, and for all the wrong he 
has done her never give him up while she lives. Nor is the 
love that will not let him go love in general, but distinctively 
her love for him. How could her love for her other children 
supply the energy required to seek reconciliation with him from 
whom, by the supposition, it has been withdrawn? It is a 
moral impossibility. Simon's mistake is due to his making too 
much of love as a mere emotion, forgetting that in its deepest 
and divinest sense it is a character, a moral determination of 
the whole being towards another. As a character, love may 
survive the mere enjoyment of its own satisfaction. Satis- 
faction may give place to dissatisfaction and the severest dis- 
pleasure. These may be the onlv emotions proper to it for the 
time being, but it cannot enjoy these, cannot even endure them, 
and, in its own interest as well as that of its object, it will seek 
their removal, and, if possible, out of its own resources provide 
a propitiation. That is precisely what God has done for us. 
' Herein is love, not that we love God, but that God loved us, 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins ' (1 Jn 41°). 

2. But this brings us, in the second place, to 
what seems to many the greatest difficulty of all. 
That God should both require and provide pro- 

fiitiation seems to be a contradiction, and from the 
act that God did provide it they infer that He did 
not require it — that is, did not need to be pro- 
pitiated. It was provided by but not for Him. 
God did not, and could not, propitiate Himself. So 
W. R. Dale puts it. *God Himself provided the 
ransom ; He could not pay it to Himself ' (Atone- 
ment, p. 357). To whom, then, or to what, was 
it paid ? To the eternal law of righteousness, says 
Dale, as if there could be any such law above or 
apart from God, or as if propitiation had anything 
to do with impersonal law, or could be made at 
all outside personal relations. The difficulty is 
due to the assumption that God both provided 
and offered the propitiation — an assumption very 
commonly made, and made decisive of the whole 
matter. Thus W. N. Clarke says : ' If we wish 
to hold a doctrine that is real, we must choose 
between the two directions for the action in the 
work of Christ ; we cannot combine them. There 
may be action that takes effect on God to influ- 
ence Him, but we may be sure that it originates 
somewhere else than in God Himself ; and there 
may be action that originates in God, but we 
may be sure that it takes effect upon some other. 
God does not influence Himself. If we choose or 
judge between these two directions, there can be 
no doubt as to the result. In the work of Christ, 
was God the actor, or was God acted upon ? For 
we are at war with reality if we attempt to affirm 
both. We cannot hesitate about our answer. God 
was the Actor' (Present-Day Papers, 1900, vol. iii. 
p. 238). But God was not the Actor in the whole 
transaction. God provided the propitiation, but 
He did not offer it to Himself. Christ offered it, 
acting not as God's representative, but as ours. 
(See Crcmcr on i\d<nrc<r0at). God gave humanity 
in Him the means of making propitiation, but God 
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did not propitiate Himself. Nor is there any 
difficulty here but such as meets us everywhere in 
the spiritual life. It is only the supreme example 
of a universal spiritual law. Thus, e.g., God both 
requires and gives repentance — or rather power to 
repent, for of course He does not repent for us. 
And so with every other grace, as the very word 
implies. The grace is in us, but it is of God. God 
worketh in us both to 'will and to do of His good 
pleasure. He neither wills nor acts for us, but 
enables us to will and act in the line of His own 
good pleasure. So in the work of reconciliation. 
God made it possible to humanity by the gift of 
Christ, but Christ as the Head and Representative 
of the race actually accomplished it. The prin- 
ciple underlying it is identical with the principle 
which underlies our whole religious life, and finds 
instinctive expression in the language of prayer, 
wherein we virtually ask God to fulfil His own 
law in us, to fulfil in us all the good pleasure of 
His goodness and the work of faith with power. 
(See, especially, Simon, Redemption of Man, eh. 
ix.). If this is a paradox, it is a paradox inherent 
in our very existence, as finite creatures, who have 
yet a certain moral independence over against 
God ; and on its religious side it has never been 
better expressed than in Augustine's words : ' Da 
quod jubes, et j'ube quod vis' (Conf. x. 29). 

Litkratcrk.— Cremer, IHbl.-Theol. Lex., articles on ««t«A- 
yAcam, KmrrnXkmyy,, iXtint/ttu, liiriUt ; Trench, Synonym t on the 
same ; Thorn in Expo*. Tim**, i v. 335 f. ; Sanday-Headlaru, 
Romans, 129 f.; 8artorius, Divine Love (Ens;, tr.), 128 IT. ; 
Lechler, A pott, and Pott-Apott. Timet, ii. 39 ff., 141 ft. ; Bp. 
Hiving in Pres.-Day Papert, iii.; Grace?, Sin and Salvation, 
238 ff. ; T. Binney, Sermon*, ii. 61 ff. ; Simon, The Redemption 
of Man, ch. v., and Reconciliation by Incarnation (18H8) ; Scott 
Lidgett, The Spiritual Principle of the Atonement, ch. v. ; and 
on the Eng. word, Expos. Timet, v. 632 ff. 

A. Adamson. 

RECORD.— To record a thing is to call it to 
mind (Lat. recordare, i.e. re and cor the heart, 
through Old Fr. recorder). This primitive mean- 
ing, 'call to mind' or 'meditate on' is found, e.g., 
in Erasmus, C'rede, 47, 'After that thou shake 
have dylygently recorded these thynges, and called 
them well to remembraunce, then nave recourse 
hether agayne unto me'; Tindale, Expositions, 
1 10, ' Therefore care day by day and hour by hour 
earnestly to keep the covenant of the Lord thy 
God, and to record e therein day and night.' A 
similar meaning, 'bear in mind,' is common in 
Wyclif. Thus Gn 19» 'Whan forsothe God had 
subvertid the citees of that regionn, he recordide of 
Abraham' (1388 'he hadde mynde of Abraham') : 
Pr 31 7 ' Of ther sorewe record e thci no more' (1388 
'Thenke thei no more on her sorewe'). 

We may call a tiling to mind either by speak- 
ing about it or by writing it down. The former 
meaning is now obsolete, but AV has preserved 
one example : 1 Ch 16 4 ' He appointed certain of 
the Levites to minister before the ark of the 
Lord, and to record, and to thank and praise the 
Lord God of Israel' (Heb. Tjifjy, lit. 'to cause to 
remember,' RV 'to celebrate'; the AV tr° is as 
old as Wyclif ; the 1388 version gives ' have mynde 
of the werkis of the Lord '). 

The phrase 'call to record' means 'cause to 
testify, Dt 30 19 ' I call heaven and earth to record 
this day against you' (d;? vnyrr), 31 28 ; and ' take to 
record' has the same meaning : Is 8* ' (And) I will 
take unto me faithful witnesses to record ' ('> -tv;-io) ; 
Ac 20* ' Wherefore I take you to record this day, 
that I am pure from the blood of all men' (paprv- 
pofuu vp.lv, which is incorrectly taken by AV, after 
Tindale, in the classical sense of 'call one to 
witness ' [which would need b/t&t], but rightly by 
RV, as by Wyclif, in the sense, known only to 
very late Greek, of ' testify '). 

The subst. ' record ' is used in AV, usually in the 
sense of witness, whether the person who witnesses 



{p&prvs, 2 Co 1 M , Ph l 8 ) or the testimony itself 
(naprvpla, Jn l 18 8»- M 19 38 , 1 Jn 5 10 - » 3 Jn la ). In 
the same sense is used the phrase ' bear record,' a 
frequent tr. of pxiprvptu ' to give testimony.' 

J. Hastings. 
RECORDER. THE (Y$|W, lit. 'the remem- 
brancer'; LXX ewl tCjv vrop.rnp.dTur, (6) AvapAprh- 
ffKwv, inropApv^aKwv, (6) irropvripaToypdipos). — An ollicer 
of high rank in the Israelite kingdom. His func- 
tions are nowhere precisely defined, but the im- 
portance of his office is shown by the fact that he 
is mentioned along with the commander-in-chief, 
the chief secretary, and other leading officials at 
the courts of David and Solomon (2 S 20" 8 ia = 

1 Ch 18 ,B , 1 K 4 s ). In the reign of Hezekiah he 
appears as the king's representative together with 
the prefect of the palace and the chief secretary 
(2 K 18 1H - 57 = Is 36 5 - a ), while the holder of the same 
office under Josiah formed one of the commission 
appointed to superintend the repairing of the 
temple (2 Ch 34 8 ). The ' recorder ' is often supposed 
to nave been a historiographer, but Benzinger 
(Arch. 310), Nowack (i. 308), Kittel (on 1 K 4*), 
et al., argue plausibly that his duty was to remind 
the king of important business by preparing 
matters for his consideration and laying them 
before him. Under David and Solomon the office 
was filled by Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud ; 
under Hezekiah, by Joah the son of Asaph ; and 
under Josiah, by Joah the son of Joahaz. 

J. F. Stennino. 
RECOVER. — The verb «to recover' (Old Fr. 
recovrer, lj&t. recupcrare) is still in use transitively 
in the sense of regaining something that has been 
lost, whether persons (Is II", Jer 41 18 ), territory 
(as 2 S 8 3 , 2 K 14* 1 Mac 10» a ), or other possessions 
(as Hos 2*, 1 Mac 2 48 ) ; also of regaining health 
(Jer 8«), strength (2 Ch 13", Ps 39 IS ), sight (Lk 4' 8 ). 
But it is no longer used with the person to be 
restored to health as direct object, as it is in AV, 

2 K 5 s - 8 ; 7 ", Is 38 16 39', Jth 14*. Cf. Shaks. Jul. 
Cms. I. i. 28, ' I am indeed, sir, a surgeon to old 
shoes ; when they are in great danger I recover 
them '; Defoe, Crusoe, 520, ' Our men in the Pinnace 
followed their orders, and took up three men ; one 
of which was just drowning, and it was a good 
while before we could recover him.' 

The intrans. use is also found in AV, to which 
RV adds Jn ll w ' The disciples therefore said unto 
him, Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he will recover,' 
for A V ' he shall do well ' ; RVm ' lie shall be 
saved' (Gr. awfffyrcrat, Vulg. sal v us crit). 

J. Hastings. 

RED.— See COLOURS in vol. i. p. 457 b . 

RED DRAGON.— See Revelation (Book of). 

RED HEIFER.— Of the numerous forms of cere- 
monial uncleanness which occupy so important a 
place in the priestly legislation, that arising from 
contact with, and even proximity to, a dead body 
was regarded as the most grievous, requiring a 
specially efficacious medium of lustration for its 
removal. To provide such a medium is the object 
of the unique enactment of Nu 19 — unique in its 
title (see below), in its provisions, and, one is 
tempted to add, in the amount of discussion to 
which it has given rise. 

The precise relation to each other of the two sections of this 
charter is not easy to determine. According to Wellh. (Camp, 
d. Hex* 176, approved by Kuenen, Hex. 90) vv.i+W form an 
appendix to vvA-W, giving more precise instruction regarding 
the application to particular cases of the general Torah embodied 
in the latter. The more elaborate and peculiar title of the first 
section, however— vie. irvnn n?n 'the statute of the law 
(T6rah),' Nu 19 2 31 21 only — and other indications rather suggest 
that this section, w.l-i^, is the younger of the two,* and be- 

* According to the authors of the Oxford Hexatcitch (1900), 
vv.i*r are derived from a corpus of priestly tordth or decisions 



Digitized by 



Google 



208 



RED HEIFER 



RED HEIFER 



longs to the secondary strata of P (P*\ Neither section, it 
should be noted, presents that historical setting which is 
characteristic of the legal ordinances of the main stock of P. 
Such a setting, however, was supplied by later Jewish tradition. 
The rite of the red heifer, according to Josephus, was instituted 
by Hoses on the death of Miriam (see Nu 20*, the chapter im- 
mediately following its institution in the Hebrew text), and the 
ashes of the first victim were used to purify the people at the 
expiry of the thirty days of mourning (Ant. iv. Iv. «> 

L The preparation of the ashes of the red heifer. 

ii. The purpose and manner of their application. 

iii. The origin and significance of the rite. 

iv. The red heifer as a type of Christ. 

i. The procedure to be followed in the preparation 
of the ashes is laid down in outline in vv.™. De- 
tailed instructions — a few of the more important of 
which are noted in the sequel — will be found in the 
special treatise of the Mishna devoted to the sub- 
ject (see Literature at end of art). The ashes are 
to be those of a victim with special qualifications of 
sex, colour, and condition, the ultimate grounds 
for which have formed the subject of endless de- 
bate among Jewish and Christian scholars. The 
sacrificial victims were predominantly males, in 
the case of the sin-offerings for the congregation, a 
he-goat (Lv 9») or a young bullock (4 s ); here, as 
in the ancient and allied rite by which the land 
was purified from the defilement of an untraced 
murder (Dt 21 Iffi ), a heifer or young cow was pre- 
scribed. According to a widely supported view 
(Bahr, Kurtz, Keil, Edersheim, etc.), the female sex, 
as the immediate source of new life, was chosen in 
order to furnish a more suggestive contrast in a 
rite associated with death. This and similar ex- 
planations, however, seem to us to introduce a 
train of thought much too advanced for ceremonies 
bearing such evident marks of a great antiquity 
(see iii. below) as do those of Nu 19 and Dt 21. 
We ought rather, in these cases, to see in the choice 
of the female sex the desire to offer the most 
precious and therefore the most efficacious victim, 
the females, as the breeders of the herd, being the 
more valuable in the estimation of a pastoral people 
— a view reflected in the composition of Jacob s pre- 
sent to Esau (Gn 32 ltt ; cf. Dillm.-Ryssel, Ex.-Lv* 
429).* 

The age, by Rabbinic prescription, might range 
from two to five years (Parah i. 1); the colour 
must be red (rqtnq, cf. Zee l e of horses), or rather 
reddish brown.t The heifer, further, had to be 
without spot or blemish of any kind, ' upon which 
never came yoke' (v.*), rightly paraphrased by 
Josephus. as ' a heifer that had never been used to 
the plough or to husbandry' (Ant. IV. iv.,6; cf. 
Dt 21*. and the epithets Htyyet, injuges, applied to 
sacrificial victims by classical writers). The cost 
was defrayed from the half - shekel temple tax 
(Shelf&l. iv. 2). 

Not the high priest, who dared not risk the con- 
tagion of uncleanness, but his representative, 
Eleazar, had to bring the victim forth 'without 
the camp' (v.*)— that is, in actual practice, from 
the temple hill, by the so-called Red Heifer bridge, 
across the Kidron to the Mount of Olives. A nte 
so sacrosanct, and therefore entailing ceremonial 
defilement on the place and persons concerned, had 
to be performed at a distance from the sanctuary 
(cf. the barren valley of Dt 21 4 ). At a spot secure 
from possible contamination by graves, the heifer 
was slain by a second person in the presence of the 
priest, who, dipping his finger in the warm blood, 
sprinkled thereof seven times in the direction of 
—hence the signature P» — codified independently of the main 
stock of P (Pi). See op. ext. ii. 218 f., and cf. L 162 f., and art. 
Numbers. 

* For other explanations of the comparative sacredness of the 
cow, see W. R. Smith, RSP 280, * 287, and reff. there. 

t The later Jewish authorities by a false exegesis, which took 
tfmlmah, ' physically perfect,' as a qualification of the preceding 
adjective ' perfectly red,' considered the presence of even two 
hairs of another colour as disqualifying (Parah U. 6 ; of. Rashi 
and other commentators, in foe.). 



the sanctuary, i.e. the temple. A pyre having 
been previously constructed of various fragrant 
woods,* the complete carcass of the heifer—' her 
skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung ' 
(v. 5 ) — was burned thereon. At a certain stage (see 
Parah iii. 10) an interesting part of the ceremony 
took place. This was the casting, by the directing 
priest, of 'cedar wood (nv)> »od hyssop, and 
scarlet ' into the midst of the burning mass. Ac- 
cording to later authorities, these items consisted 
of a thin piece of so-called 'cedar'— in reality a 
piece of the fragrant wood of the Juniperus Phctn- 
tcea (see Cedar) or J. Oxycedrus (Low, Aram. 
Pflanzennamen, p. 57) — a cubit in length, a bunch 
of aromatic hyssop or wild marjoram, and a strip 
of woollen cloth dyed scarlet, which bound the 
juniper and hyssop together (Parah iii. 10. II, 
with commentaries ; Mai mon ides, de Vacca En fa). 

When the whole pyre was reduced to ashes, 
these were collected by a third clean person— the 
two previous participants having been rendered 
unclean, in modern phrase 1 taboo (see below, iii. ), 
by contact with the sacrosanct victim, and de- 
posited by him ' without the camp in a clean place ' 
(v."). The ashes (not of the red heifer alone, be it 
noted, but these mixed with the ashes of the frag- 
rant woods) were now ready tobe used as the law 
prescribed. All the three participants in the cere- 
mony were unclean (or taboo) till sundown, after 
which time, having bathed their persons and 
washed their clothes, they were again ceremonially 
clean (vv. 7 - »• 10 )— that is, they were again admitted 
to the society of their fellows, and to participation 
in the cultus. 

ii. The purpose of the ashes prepared as above is 
expressly declared to be ' for (the preparation of) 
a water of separation' (.tjj v) v. 9 ; Rvm 'a water 
of impurity'). The meaning of these words was 
early misunderstood. The LXX, followed by all 
the chief ancient versions, connecting .tjj niddah 
with the Aramaic form of the Heb. mj ' to sprinkle,' 
rendered the phrase by Q&wp fxirrurpov ' water of 
sprinkling,' Jerome's aqua aspersionis, Luther's 
Sprengwasser. In reality the verb .tjj (see Is 66*) 
denoted in the technical language of the priests ' to 
exclude from the cultus,' in post-biblical Hebrew 
' to excommunicate ' ; hence the substantive niddah 
denotes 'that which excludes from the cultus,' t 
viz. ceremonial uncleanness or impurity. _ Mi 
niddah (lit. ' water of exclusion ') accordingly 
signifies water for removing the uncleanness which 
is the cause of this exclusion ; in other words, as 
suggested by^RVm, ' water [for the removal] of 
impurity.' The mode of preparation was of the 
simplest : ' for the unclean they shall take of the 
ashes of the burning of the sin-onering, and running 
water shall be put thereto in a vessel ' (v." RV). 
This simple procedure was later elaborated with 
the most ingenious detail, if we are to believe the 
statements of the Mishna, to which the student is 
referred (Parah iii. 2-5). A clean person— accord- 
ing to Parah xii. 10, an adnlt male, not a female, 
though the latter might hold the vessel— took a 
bunch of hyssop, dipped it in the 'water of im- 
purity,' and sprinkled the house in which a death 
had taken place, and all the persons and utensils 
therein, except such of the latter as were provided 
with lids, or were otherwise closed against the 
contagion of uncleanness (v. 18 ). The same lustra- 
tion was required in the case of uncleanness con- 

* Four are named in Parah ifi. 8 : and (Assyr. Man, 
' cedar 'X two species of juniper (probably), erYni 'cypress,' and 

t Ibn Ezra appears to be the first to grasp the true connexion 
between the verb and the substantive. See his comm. in foe. 
Rashi kept to the traditional view .T'ln *dV 'for water of 
sprinkling.' The commentaries of both exegetea are found is 
the ordinary Rabbinic Bibles. 
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t meted by every one who had occasion to touch a 
dead body, whether the person had died a natural 
or a violent death, and by every one who had 
touched even a bone of the human body or a grave 
(v.»). 

By a separate enactment (Nu SI** ; note esp. 
.Tjv.n n?n v. M ), which likewise bears every indica- 
tion of' belonging to the latest stratum of the 
priestly legislation, the * water of impurity ' had 
to be employed on the return from a campaign for 
the cleansing of the soldiers and their captives 
(31 w ), including their clothes and impedimenta 
(v.*). The spoil, also, of precious and useful 
metals taken from the enemy, after a preliminary 
purification by being passed through the fire, had 
to be finally purified by the application of the 
' water of impurity' (v. saf -)- 

In the case of unclean persons the sprinkling 
•ros performed on the third and seventh days 
following that on which the uncleanness had been 
contracted. On the seventh day ' at even ' or 
sundown, after having bathed their persons and 
washed their clothes, they were once more clean. 
The ban of exclusion from the cultus was finally 
removed, and the persons affected resumed their 
place in the holy community of J". 

iii. Origin and significance of the rite. — Although 
the chapter before us may, or rather must, have 
assumed its present form at a comparatively late 
period, the essential part of the ceremony of lus- 
tration may be confidently affirmed to be of 
extreme antiquity, for the mystery attaching to 
the beginning and the end of life, and to the 
blood as the vehicle of life, has impressed mankind 
from the earliest days. In all forms of primitive 
religious thought a dead body is conceived as a 
source of real, if undefined, danger to all in 
proximity to it. Itself in the highest degree 
unclean, in modern phrase taboo, it becomes an 
active source of uncleanness, and renders taboo 
everyone and everything about it. These death 
taboos, as they may be called, were in full force 
among the ancient Hebrews, as among the other 
nations of antiquity, and the means used to 
remove the taboo were to a large extent identical. 
Primarily, as Robertson Smith has pointed out, 
* purification means the application to the person 
of some medium which removes a taboo, and 
enables a person to mingle freely in the ordinary 
life of his .fellows' (BS 1 405). The most widely 
distributed medium is, of course, water, but for 
aggravated cases of uncleanness this medium was 
supposed to acquire increased potency through 
the addition of ashes (see the reff. to ancient 
writers quoted by Bahr, Symbolik, ii. 495, and 
Knobel in Dillmann's commentary, in loc. ). Here, 
then, we have the origin of the essential part of 
the Hebrew rite. 

Closely connected with this circle of ideas is the 
universal belief of primitive man that sickness and 
death are caused by harmful and malevolent 
spirits whose anger he has incurred (cf. Demon, 
vol. L p. 590*). An interesting survival of this 
primitive mode of thought may, we venture to 
think, be found in the ritual of the red heifer. 
Much laboured ingenuity has been expended in 
finding suitable symbolical meanings for each of 
the ' cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet ' which were 
added to the burning pyre. According to some, 
cedar, hastily assumed to be the majestic cedar of 
Lebanon, is the symbol of pride, as hyssop of 
humility ; according to others, cedar, the incor- 
ruptible wood, was chosen ' as typical of eternity 
of life, hyssop of purification from the power of 
death, and scarlet thread to show the intensity of 
life in the red heifer.' The true explanation, it 
seems to us, is to be found in the primitive concep- 
tion referred to above. We have here a meaning- 
vol. iv. — 14 



less survival, of which innumerable parallels will 
occur to students of comparative religion, from the 
time when the fragrant woods, such as juniper and 
cypress and the aromatic plants of the mint family, 
were supposed to act as a protection against the 
harmful unseen powers that were the cause of 
death * and hovered about the dead. The scarlet 
cloth is to be explained either by the fact that a 
special healing virtue was assigned in antiquity to 
the scarlet dye ( Delitzsch, + art. ' Sprengwasser ' in 
Kiehm's HWB d. bibl. Allerthums*), or by the 
universally prevalent idea of red, the colour of the 
sacred blood, as the taboo colour par excellence 
(Jevons, Introd. to Hist, of Religion, 67 ft". ; Trum- 
bull, The Blood Covenant, 236 if.).* The line of 
thought along which we have sought to explain 
this confessedly difficult part of the ritual, to the 
exclusion of tne advanced symbolical interpreta- 
tion hitherto current, finds further justification in 
the use of a sprinkler, consisting of a bunch of 
hyssop, tied to a handle of juniper wood by a 
similar strip of scarlet cloth, in sprinkling a house, 
as well as a person, that was to be declared free 
from the plague of leprosy (Lv 14 Mft ). 

While we have thus endeavoured to trace the 
origin of the ritual of the red heifer to its source 
in an atmosphere of primitive religious thought 
common to the Hebrews of the pre-Mosaic age 
with other races on a similar plane of develop- 
ment, it must not be forgotten that the rite 
received a- higher and fuller interpretation in being 
admitted into the circle of the priestly legislation 
of the post-exilic age. Uncleanness and sin, sin 
and death, are now associated ideas (for the whole 
subject, see art. Uncleanness). The red heifer 
has become a sin -offering (vv. a - 17 ) of a unique kind ; 
part of the blood is sprinkled towards the dwelling- 

filace of J", from whose worship those ' unclean 
rom the dead ' are temporarily excluded, the rest 
is burned with the victim to heighten the expiatory 
efficacy of the ashes. The rite in all its details 
becomes a powerful object-lesson, teaching the 
eternal truth that a holy God can be served only 
by a holy people. 

It is no longer possible to ascertain the extent to which the 
' water of impurity ' was actually used as a medium of lustration 
by the mass of the Jewish people. Even such sober investi- 
gators as Delitzsch and Dillmann have pointed out the diffi- 
culties in the way of an extended application of the ritual of 
Nu 19 in a thickly peopled country. Again, what are we to 
make of the statement (Harah iii. 6) that only seven or nine 
red heifers were slain in all — the first by Moses, the second by 
Ezra, and the rest later ? The probability is that, like many 
other of the more stringent requirement* of the Levitical code, 
the observance was confined to the more ardent legalists in 
Jerusalem. Jewish tradition represents this and other rites 
regarding uncleanness as ceasing to be observed about fifty 
years after the destruction of the temple (Hamburger, Real- 
encyel. d. Judentkwns, i. 874). The red heifer, it may be 
remarked Anally, has given her name to the second chapter of 
the Koran, 'the surah of the heifer,' in which, however, ' 
Mohammed in his usual fashion has confused the two heifers of 
Nu 19 and Dt 21 (see sur. ii. 68 ff.). 

iy. The red heifer as a tifpe of Christ. — It was 
natural that the early Church should see in the 
expiatory rite of Nu 19 a prefiguring of the atoning 
work of our Ix>rd. The first to give literary ex- 

Sression to this idea, which has received such 
etailed elaboration at the hands of successive 
generations of typologists, is the author of the 

* In comparatively recent times in our own country, a juniper 
tree planted before a house was regarded as a preventive of the 
plague. 

t Delitzsch is apparently the only writer who has sought to 
assign other than a purely symbolical significance to these three 
elements. See, besides the above article, his commentary on 
He 9U, and cf. Nowack, Arch. ii. 289, note 1. 

J If we could be sure that the red colour of the heifer was as 
old as the practice of burning for the sake of the ashes, the 
choice would probably have to be explained by the same associa- 
tion of ideas. The oxen sacrificed by the ancient Egyptians 
had also to be red, a single black or white hair disqualifying an 
animal for the sacrifice (Plutarch, I tit et Oririt, 31 ; Herod. hV 
38, cited by Frazer, Golden Bough, i. 306, 2nd ed., 1900, ii. 812). 
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Epistle to the Hebrews in the familiar passage 9 I3t . 
In the Epistle of Barnabas we find a whole chapter 
(ch. 8) devoted to this subject, in the course of 
which the writer shows an intimate acquaintance 
with contemporary Jewish practice as reflected in 
the Mishna (see esp. Parah iii. 2, 3). ' The calf is 
Jesus,' the juniper wood is His cross, while the 
scarlet wool, the hyssop, and other details receive 
a more or less appropriate interpretation. 

Literati-re.— The comm. on Nu 19, esp. Dillmann ; the 
treatise Parah (Lat. tr. with commentaries in Surenhusius' 
Mishna, vol. vi., English in Barclay's Talmud, p. 300 IT.), which 
forms the basis of Maimonides' treatise .TIB iroVn, edited with 
I At. tr. and notes by A. C. Zeller, de Vacea Rufa, 1711 ; 
Spencer, de legg. Heb. rit. ii. 15, ' de vitula rufa,' etc. ; Biihr, 
Sumbolik de* Momiechen Cultut, 1839, i. 49:1-512 ; Kurtz in SK, 
1846, p. 629 ff. ; Edershcim, The Temple, etc. p. 304 ff. ; works 
on Biblical archsology, esp. Haneberg, Keil (1. 385 ff.), and 
Nowack (ii. 288 ff.): art. ' Sprengwasser ' by Delitzsch in 
Riehms 11 WB d. bibl. AUerlhuma*, and ' Reinigungen ' by 
KdniginJWffS. A. K. S. KENNEDY. 

RED HORSE.— See Revelation (Book of), 
p. 239. 

RED SEA (t?d-o: Ex 10 19 and often ; also o*rr Ex 
14»««-» Is 51 MW »63» etc. ; dh«-d; Is ll 18 ; LXX 
■it ipvOpo, 0&\a<r<ra, with the equivalent amongst 
Latin geographers Mare Rnbrum, also Mare 
Erythraum).— The origin of the name 'lied Sea' 
is uncertain, though several reasons for it have 
been assigned, such as the colour of the corals 
which cover its floor or line its shores ; the tinge 
of the Edomite and Arabian mountains which 
border its coasts, and the light of an Eastern sky 
reflected on its waters. Dean Stanley considers 
that the name as applied to the Gulfs of Suez and 
Akabah is comparatively modern, as it was used 
to designate the waters of the Indian Ocean and 
the Persian Gulf before it was applied to the arm 
which extends northwards of the Strait of Bab-el- 
Mnndeb;* and in the former application it is used 
by Berosus and Herodotus, t The Hebrew name 
Yam $iiph (see art. SUPH) appears to have been 
used from very early times. The origin of the 
name is not .of much importance, since the name 
itself is in universal use. 

The Red Sea is one of the most remarkable of 
oceanic gulfs on the glol>e, owing to the fact that 
it receives the waters of no river, while the evapo- 
ration from its surface is necessarily enormous. 
It must, therefore, l>e fed by the influx of water 
from the Indian Ocean through the Straits of 
Bab-el-Mandeb ; but as such a condition of supply 
would long ere this have resulted in the conversion 
of the whole basin into a mass of solid rock-salt, it 
is inferred that an outward current flows into the 
Indian Ocean beneath the surface inward current. 
The length of the Red Sea from the Straits to 
• the head of the Gulf of Suez is about 1350 miles, 
and the extreme breadth in lat. 19° N. 205 miles. 
Towards its northern end it bifurcates into two 
narrow gulfs — those of Suez and Akabah (.Elanitic 
Gulf), between which rises the mountainous region 
of Sinai. The waters are clear and of a deep blue 
colour ; and, as might be expected, are more saline 
than those of the ocean in the proportion of 4 to 
3*5 ; the relative densities being 1*030 and 1*026 at 
a temperature of 60' Fahrenheit. 

The waters of the Red Sea are crowded with 
living forms, and their high temperature (where 
not deep), combined with extreme purity, being 

• Stanley, Sinai and Palestine », 5 (note). 

t Kawlinson, A ncient Monarchies, i. 109. Saycc (IICM 255 ff.) 
maintains that Yam Svph as used by Heb. writers means 
only the Gulf of Akabah, and that its application in Ex 154 .si 
to the 'sea,' which the Israelites crossed on leaving Egypt, 
rests upon a mistake. This view, which the present writer is 
persuaded is entirely erroneous, was adopted by Sayce in 
order to support his theory that Mount Sinai lay amongst the 
Edomite mountains east of the Gulf of Akabah. See, further, 
ut. Sinai. 



favourable to polyp life, coral reefs abound, either 
lining the shores or rising as islands above the 
surface. The navigable channel from Suez to the 
Straits lies nearly in the centre of the basin, and 
in lat. 21° N., where the greatest depth is found, 
the bed descends to a depth of 1200 fathoms. 

That the bed of the Red Sea is becoming shallower 
by the gradual rise of the land, admits of the clearest 
proof. Raised beaches containing shells and corals 
now living in the water are found at various 
levels up to many feet above the present surface ; 
as, for example, along the cliffs of Nummulite 
limestone above Cairo and other parts of Lower 
Egypt, as well as along the shores of the Gulf of 
Suez and Akabah. The most remarkable of these 
beaches is that which is found at a level of 220 
ft., and was first recognized by Oscar Fraas. Still 
more recently, and probably within the human and 
pre-historic period, the waters of the Red Sea 
stretched up the Isthmus of Suez into the great 
Bitter Lake, as the floor of the canal when being 
cut in 1867 laid open beds of rock-salt and strata, 
with recent shells and corals.* At the close of 
the Eocene period the whole surface of Egypt was 
under the waters of the ocean, and the Red Sea 
and Mediterranean waters were continuous. The 
fauna of the Red Sea and of the Mediterranean 
are now highly dissimilar : that of the former 
partaking of the character of the Indian Ocean : 
that of the latter, of the Atlantic. This process of 
differentiation has been naturally proceeding from 
the time when the two sess were disconnected by 
the uprising of the land in Miocene and Pliocene 
times, and the formation of the Isthmus of Suez.t 

The biblical history of the Red Sea is chiefly 
connected with the Exodus (which see) ; but 
we have an interesting reference to it later 
in the time of Solomon and Hiram, king of 
Tyre, illustrating the essentially different habits 
of the Israelites and Phoenicians. These latter, 
from the time they settled on the coast of 
Syria, became a maritime nation, extending their 
trade and founding colonies all round the Medi- 
terranean, while inland their extent of territory 
was extremely limited. The Israelites, on the 
other hand, were not a seafaring people ; and con- 
sequently, when Solomon had extended his rule 
over Edom, and as far south as the .-Elanitic Gulf, 
and was desirous of having a fleet, to navigate the 
waters of the Red Sea and to trade with Ophir 
for gold and other commodities ; and when Elath 
(Aila of Strabo) and Ezion-geber were fortified, 
and the latter made a seaport town, his own 
subjects being ignorant of nautical affairs, he was 
obliged to have recourse to the assistance of Hiram, 
with whom he had preserved friendly relations. 
This appeal was not made in vain, and Hiram sent 
his servants, ' shipmen that had knowledge of the 
sea,' to man the fleet in the trade with Ophir 
(1 K 9 s *-* 7 ). After this event the Red Sea drops 
out of biblical history ; Elath was for a time lost 
to the kingdom of Israel on the revolt of Edom 
against Joram (2 K 8*), and, though regained by 
Azariah (14 s4 ), it finally passed into the hands of 
the Syrians (Kethibh) or the Edomites (gerr) in 
the reign of Ahaz (16 6 ). Some ruins on an island 
at the head of the gulf are supposed to mark the 
site of this once important seaport. E. Hull. 

REDEEMER, REDEMPTION.— With two excep- 
tions (AV in Ps 136 24 [p*3$, lit. to break or tear aioay, 

• The writer considers that this was the condition of the 
Isthmus at the time of the Exodus. Such a view, borne out 
by observation, renders the account of this event intelligible, 
hut does not necessitate the inference that the waters of the 
Red Sea and the Mediterranean were at that time connected. 

f For an account of the raised beaches of the Bed Sea coast 
and of Lower Egypt, see Hull, 'On the Physical Geology of 
Arabia PetnBa.' PEF Mem, 69 ff. (1886). 
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a common Aram, word for rescue, deliver, in Heb. 
also La B»l, RV « delivered ' ; and AV and RV in Neh 
5 8 [njjj to buy, so RVm]), ' redeem ' is the tr. in OT 
of the Heb. mp and with their derivatives, 
ma (better, for distinction from ^kj, rendered 
'to ransom') is used of the money payments re- 
quired under the Law for the redemption of the 
firstborn (so Nu 3""* 18 ,8ff - ; cf. Ex 13 1318 , Lv 
27"), or for the release of persons from slavery (so 
Ex 21 8 , Lv 25" *) ; and hmt « to redeem * (in a legal 
sense), of the recovery of property which had passed 
into other hands (so Lv 23*", ltu 4* 1 "*), or of commuta- 
tion of a vow (Lv 27 13 - » * ») or a tithe (Lv 27 31 ). 

In the Prophets and the Psalms both Vkj and 
are used figuratively, with the general mean- 
ing * deliver,' of the saving activity of God, as 
shown in the history of Israel (so Is 29 a [ma] 48' a 
52 s , Ps 77" [all Ski]) and in the experience of indi- 
vidual Israelites (Ps 34 a [ms]). Cremer ( Wbrterb. 
p. 598) finds, in the use of these words rather than 
others which might have been chosen, a suggestion 
of the property relation conceived to exist Y>etween 
J" and Israel. Cf. Ps 74 s 'Remember thy con- 
gregation, " which thou hast purchased of old, 
which thou hast redeemed (Vkj) to be the tribe of 
thine inheritance'; so Dt 'J 38 , 2S 7 s3 , 1 Ch 17 S1 
(all ms), Is 52 J (Su). [A similar idea appears in the 
NT TeptrouTaOcu (Ac 20*), TtptToirjais (Eph 1", 1 P 
2*), and ayopdfa (1 Co 6*° and often); but these 
words correspond in the LXX to n;nn, nVp, and 
aj3, never to ?kj or ma]. In the great majority of 
cases, however, the idea of a money payment falls 
altogether into the background, and the words 
are used in the purely general sense of 'save,' 
'deliver.' To 'ransom' or 'redeem' means to 
deliver from any calamity or misfortune, however 
that deliverance may be brought about. 

More specifically, redemption is thought of as 
deliverance from adversity (2 S 4 9 , 1 K l 49 , Ps 25 :a 
(all me]), oppression and violence (Ps 72" [taj]), 
captivity (Zee 10 810 [ma], Ps 107- s V>*}]), or death 
(Ps 49"> [ma], 103 4 , Hos 13" [both hu], Job 5» [ma]). 
It is specially associated with the deliverance from 
Egypt (Dt 7" 13 a 24 18 , Mic 6* [all ma]), and with 
the (idealized) deliverance from Babylon (Is 35° 
62 13 63 4 [all Skj]). In a single instance only is it 
used of redemption from sin (Ps 130 8 [to]). 

The noun ' redeemer ' is the tr. in OT of the part. 
hxi (gC'ei, properly one who asserts a claim or has 
the right of * redemption,' esp. one who vindicates 
the right of a murdered man, i.e. the 'avenger of 
blood, hence the next-of-kin, Nu 5 8 , Ru 2 M al., 
1 K 16"), and is applied in our VSS, in a figura- 
tive sense, to God only. It is a favourite term 
of Deutero-Isaiah, who often speaks of J" as the 
Go el of Israel (so 41" 43" 44 8 - 24 47 4 48" 49 7 - M 
54B. s ggso go 16 63 18 ), and magnifies the freeness and 
the greatness of His deliverance. Cf. Is 52 s 'Ye 
were sold for nought, and ye shall be redeemed 
without money ' ; Is 54 7 - 8 ' For a small moment 
have I forsaken thee ; but with great mercies will 
I gather thee. In overflowing wrath I hid my 
face from thee for a moment ; but with everlasting 
kindness will I have nurcy upon thee, saith J" 
thy redeemer.' Outside of Isaiah, the term gd'cl 
is not applied to God except in Ps 19" 78 s5 , Job 
19 s8 , Pr 23", Jer 50 3 '. In the last three cases it is 
used in the special sense of advocate or vindicator. 
J" is here represented as doing for the oppressed 
what the human gu'cl would do, if he were living. 
So in the familiar passage Job 19 28 ' I know that 
my redeemer liveth, the true rendering should be, 
'I know that my vindicator liveth ' (so RVm), i.e. 
the one who will see that I have justice after I am 
gone. See, further, art. GOEL, and A. 13. David- 
son's note on Job 19*. 

In NT the words for ' redeem ' arc ayopdfa 
and XvrpoDfuu, with their derivatives. The former 



means lit. ' to buy,' ' to purchase,' bv which terms 
it is uniformly rendered in II V (1 Co 8* T*, 2 P 
2 1 , Rev 5' 14 s * 4 [all]) and AV in all passages except 
Rev 5 9 14 3 - *. This is akin to the figurative use of 
•up 'buy' or 'purchase,' in t!ie OT, of the deliver- 
ance of Israel from bondage, Ex 15' 8 , Is 11", Ps 74 2 
(cf. 78 M ), though .up is not represented in the LXX 
of these passages by ayopafa. In the compound 
form 4$ayop&£u, ' to buy from or out of,' it acquires 
the technical meaning ' redeem,' and is so used 
twice by St. Paul (Gal 3 U 4 8 ) of Christ's deliverance 
of those who were under the curse of the law. 
'Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
having become a curse for us. For it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth. on a tree.' Here 
Christ's shameful death on the cross is regarded 
as the ransom price paid for the deliverance of 
those who were held prisoners under the law and 
subject to its curse. Cf. Rev 5*, where the redeemed 
are said to be purchased unto God (not from God) 
with the blood of the Lamb. 

The more common NT word is, however, Xvrpou- 
nai (from Xirrpov, ' a runsoni '), with its derivatives, 
\vrpurip, Mrpunt, axoXvrpuarct. These follow the 
usage of the OT ^>ttj and ma, being sometimes 
used in the technical sense of ' ransom ' (e.g. 1 P 
l 18 - 18 ), but more frequently in the purely general 
sense of 'deliver.' Thus X&rpwcis is used in Luke 
of the Messianic deliverance from misfortune and 
sorrow. So Lk l 68 2 s8 , cf. 24 s1 . More particularly 
of the salvation to be wrought at the Parousia, Lie 
21 s8 (droX&rpwiTis, cf. Ro 8 ,J3 the redemption of the 
body; Eph 1" the redemption of God's own 
possession. In Eph 4 80 the phrase 'day of re- 
demption' is used as a synonym for Parousia). 
In other passages which follow the thought of 
Ps 130 8 , the reference is clearly to redemption 
from sin. So in Eph l 7 , Col 1", redemption is 
associated with forgiveness. In Ro 3 U it is con- 
nected with justification. In Tit 2" Christ is said 
to have given Himself for us ' that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto him- 
self a people for his own possession, zealous of 
good works.' In this narrower sense redemption 
is frequently connected with the death of Christ. 
Thus He 9 1S speaks of ' a death having taken place 
for the redemption of the transgressions that were 
under the first covenant.' Cf. Eph l 7 ' redemption 
through his blood ' ; Ro 3- 4 - 23 ' redemption . . . 
through faith in his blood,' and esp. 1 P l 18 - 19 
' Knowing that ye were redeemed, not with cor- 
ruptible things, as with silver or gold, from your 
vain manner of life handed down from your fathers ; 
but with precious blood, as of a lamb without 
blemish and without spot, even the blood of 
Christ.' Here the technical meaning of XvrpoO/uu 
reappears. The blood of Christ is represented as 
the ransom price (Xirrpov, cf. Mk 10 4J ) by which 
Christians are redeemed from their former sinful 
life. Observe that in 1 P l 18 - ,9 , as in Tit 2" and 
He 9 18 , the thought is not primarily of deliverance 
from punishment, but of deliverance from sin. See, 
further, under Ransom. 

The term ' redeemer ' (Xirrpurfy) is found in NT 
only in Ac 7 30 , where it is used of Moses (so RVm ; 
AV and RV tr. ' deliverer '). In the LXX Xurpuris 
stands for in Ps 18 (19)" 77 (7S) 35 [all]. 

For a fuller discussion of the biblical idea of 
redemption, see Salvation, Saviour. 

Literature. — Cremer, Bib. -Thro'. Wbrterb., «. Xvrfii ; Ritschl, 
Ilechtf. und Vert. ii. p. 222 ff. ; Bej'sohlajr, Neutest. Theol. i. p. 
380 (Eng. tr. i. p. :«»."> f.); Stevens, Pauline Theol. (1S9;») 
p. 227 ff.; Orr, Christian Vive of God and the World (1893), 
p. 333 ft. ; Hort, 1 Peter (1898), p. 78 ff.; Briggs, Messiah o) 
Apostles, p. 47 ff., and Study of Holy Scripture. IKS 9, p. 647 ff. ; 
Abbott, Kphesians and Cohmians, pp. 11-13; Westflott, 
Hebrews, pp. 205, '290; Sanriay-lleadlam, Romans, p. 80; Driver 
on Dt 7 8 19« and Par. Psalt. 453 f. 

\V. Adams Brown. 
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REED. — There is as much uncertainty in regard 
to the signification of the Heb. words used to 
designate the various sorte of aquatic and marsh 
plants, grouped under the above general term, as 
there is about the English term itself. Two of 
these, 'dhu and suph, have already been discussed 
under Flag. There remain the foil, four : — 

1. pVS, Jteis 'agmdn. This word seems to be 
derived from D3t« 'agam, the same as the Arab. 
'ajam, denoting ' a troubled or muddy pool ' (Is 14 a 
C!O^0<¥), such as reeds and rushes grow in, and 
thence a reed from such a pool (Jer 51 s3 , RVm 
'marshes, Heb. pools'). 'Agmon is tr* in Job 41* 
AV 'hook,' RV 'rope'; Job 41» AV 'caldron,' 
RV ' burning rushes ' ; Is 58° ' bulrush,' RV ' rush.' 
The word is used metaphorically for the lowly, 
and tr* 'rush' (Is 9" 19 18 ). The LXX k P Ikoi= 
'ring,' aV0/>a£='coal,' fwcp&s=' small,' rAoj = ' end,' 
give us no clue to the signification of 'agmdn. 
Unfortunately, there is nothing in the etymology 
which is any more helpful. The expression ' bow 
down his head like a bulrush' (Is 58 s ) would ex- 
clude the true rushes, which are stiff, erect plants. 
There are several rush-like plants to which it 
would well apply, as the Twig Rush, Cladium 
mariscus, L. ; Cyperus long us, L., and a number 
of the Scirpi, all of the order Cyperaceos ; the 
Common Reed, Phragmites communis, L., of the 
Graminea? ; the Flowering Rush, Butomus umbel- 
latus, L., of the Alismaceos ; and the Bur Reed, 
Sparganium ramosum, Huds., of the Typhacece. 
The expression 'canst thou put an 'agmon (AV 
' hook,' RV ' rope ') into his nose ! ' (Job 41 s ) may be 
explained as referring to the ring which is passed 
through the nostrils of bulls to lead them. This is 
usually of iron. Sometimes it is of tough, twisted 
withes. It may be that it was sometimes made of 
rushes. But this also gives no light as to the par- 
ticular kind. The tr° ' rush ' is admissible only if 
we take it in its widest and most general sense. 

2. rjli gome'. The Heb. root signifies ' to swallow 
or imbibe.' Gome' occurs in connexion with its 
marshy place of growth (Job 8", LXX vixvpot, 
AV and RV 'rush,' RVm 'papyrus'). The ark 
in which Moses was placed was made of gome' 
(Ex 2 s ). The LXX says only 0(/9u =' wicker 
basket,' without mentioning the material of which 
it was made ; AV and RV ' bulrushes,' RVm 
'papyrus.' What were the 'vessels of gdme"t 
(Is 18 a , AV 'bulrushes,' RV 'papyrus'). That 
boats for sea voyages were made of papyrus is 
improbable. But' the passage does not require 
that. The allusion in the expression ' sea ' is 
doubtless to the Nile, the greater branches of 
which, as well as the main stream, are called 
by the Arabs 6aAr='sea.' The Blue Nile is el- 
bahr el-azrak, and the White Nile el-bahr el- 
abiad, while the united stream is called bahr 
en-Nil far more frequently than nahr (river) en- 
Nil. This being understood, the vessels must be 
considered as boats or skiffs or canoes. The LXX 
seems to have another text, and gives hrurroK&t 
/St/SXlrcu = ' letters on parchment.' We have pro- 
fane testimony as to the use of papyrus, which 
is here generic for sedges, etc., for boats (Plin. 
Nat. Hiit. xiii. 22 ; Theophrast. Hist. PI. iv. 8), 
sails, mats, cloths, coverlets, and ropes. Gome' 
is mentioned in one other passage along with 
kdneh (Is 35 7 , LXX ?Xo$ = 'a swamp,' AV and RV 
'rushes'). If we adopt 'rush' as the generic 
expression to represent agmdn, it would be better 
to take 1 sedge ' as an equivalent generic expression 
for gome'. This will include the papyrus, Cyperus 
Papyrus, L. , the babir or barai of the Arabs ; 
C. alepecuroides, Rotb., a species growing to the 
height of a man or taller, in the marshes of Egypt 
and the Huleh, and used in making mats, etc. ; 
the Club Rush, or Bulrush, Scirpus maritimus, L., 



which grows as large as the last, and is used for 
similar purposes ; i>. mucronatus, L. ; S. lacustris, 
L. ; and S. littoralis, L. ; and the Twig Rush, 
Cladium mariscui, L., which has been mentioned 
under 'agmon. The papyrus is the largest and 
finest of all. It grows from creeping root stocks, 
which produce tufts of sterile, linear leaves at the 
surface of the mud or water. The culms are 10 
to 15 ft. high, and 2 to 3in. thick at the base, 
which is enclosed in imbricated, brown sheaths. 
These are leafless, or end in a broad, lanceolate 
limb. The culm is triquetrous above, and ends 
in an umbel 8 to 15 in. broad, subtended by an 
involucre of numerous lanceolate leaves. The 
spikelets are only a third of an inch long, of a 
pale fawn colour. This noble sedge is the orna- 
ment of the Huleh swamps, and the finest of the 
Cyperat-eai of Bible lands, perhaps of the whole 
world. It used to be common in Lower Egypt, 
but has now disappeared. 

3. njjj kdneh. This is undoubtedly the equi- 
valent, neither more nor less general, of the Eng. 
'reed.' Both are generic for all tall grasses, and 
more or less for grass-like plants. The word 
kdna in Arabic came to signify a spear, from the 
long reed which constitutes its handle. Such 
reeds grow in great profusion in the cane brakes 
of the Lower Euphrates and Upper Nile. Egypt 
and the Holy Land are pre-eminently lands of tall 
grasses and canes. Among the most notable of 
the Graminece of the Holy Land are A run do 
Donax, L., called in Arabic kasab f&risi = t\\Q 
Persian Reed. This noble grass often attains a 
height of 15 to 20 ft. Its silky panicle, swaying 
gracefully to and fro in the wind, may well nave 
been the 'reed shaken by the wind (Mt ll 7 ). 
Immense brakes of this cane are found on the 
borders of the streams about the Dead Sea, in the 
Jordan Valley, Huleh, and along the irrigation 
canals and rivers throughout the land. Another 
noble grass is Sacc/tarum AVgyptiacum, Willd., 
called in Arabic ghazzdr. It resembles the Pampas 
Grass of the Argentina in the beauty of its silky 
panicles, which are often borne on stalks 10 to 15 ft. 
high. Others are Panicum turgidum, Forsk. ; 
Erianthus Ravenna;, L., the Woolly Beard Grass ; 
Ammophila aranaria, L. ; Phragmites communis, 
the true Reed, known in Arabic as gh&b and bits ; 
Eragrostis cynosuroides, Rcem. et Schultz, the 
famous H a V&, from which Wady Haifa in Nubia 
derives its name. This latter attains a height of 
6 to 10 ft., and has a beautiful panicle. It forms 
dense brakes in marshy regjons, from the latitude of 
Jaffa and GhOr es-SAfeh toEgy pt and the Upper Nile. 

Ranch is tr 4 by various words — (1) ' Reed' {e.g. 
1 K 14 16 ). The allusion to the « bruised reed ' (2 K 
18 u ) shows a keen insight into the facts of nature. 
The grasses have hollow stems. A slight force is 
sufficient to crush them in, and then their elasticity 
and strength are gone. Yet even such, by God s 
help, may be saved from fracture (Is 42 s , Mt 12"°). 
The reed is spoken of as growing in marshes (Job 
40"). The ' wild beast of the reeds ' (Ps 68» AVm 
and RV) is probably either the crocodile or (cf. 
Job 40 s1 ) the hippopotamus ; in either case it is a 
symbolical designation of Egypt (cf. Ezk 29*, Ps 
74"). See Driver, Parallel Psalter, p. 190, n. 7. 
The stronger kinds of reeds, such as Arundo 
Donax, L., were used for walking staffs (Ezk 
29 s - 7 , Is 36 s ). This sort was, and still is, used 
for measuring purposes (Ezk 40 s - 8 etc. [cf. Rev 
l\i 21 ,M ']. This one was 6 cubits and 6 palms 
long. The Gr. xdXa/ioi was also a measure of 
61 cubits). (2) 'Stalk (of grain)' (Gn 41 s - a ). 
(3) ' Bone ' (Job 31"), from the fact of this being 
a tube like the hollow stems of grasses. (4). 
' Beam of a balance,' thence the balance itself 
(Is 48 6 ), probably because the cross beams of 
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balances were sometimes made of reeds. (5) The 
' branches of a lampstand,' probably because these 
were tabular (Ex 25 ,l - M ). Possibly these tubes 
carried oil, as in the case of the seven pipes 
(rrtpjno) of the lampstand in Zechariah's vision (2ec 
4*- »* ). (6) ' Cane ' ( Is 43 w ), RVm ' calamus. ' The 
fuller form is atari njjj kdneh hattobh, ' sweet cane ' 
(Jer 6 s0 RVm ■ calamus).' (7) ' Calamus ' (Ca 4'«, 
Ezk 27"). The fuller form is o^aruiy kcnih-bdscm 
= ' sweet calamus' (Ex 30 s3 ). Calamus is not in- 
digenous in Syria and Palestine. This is noted 
in Jer 6 20 , where it is said that it comeB ' from a 
far country.' Pliny (Nat. Hist. xii. 48) says, 
' Scented calamus, also, which grows in Arabia, is 
common both in India and Syria, that which grows 
in the last country being superior to all the rest. 
At a distance of 150 stadia from the Mediterranean, 
between Mount Libanus and another mountain of 
no note (and not, as some have supposed, Anti- 
libanus), there is a valley of moderate size, situate 
in the vicinity of a lake, the marshy swamps of 
which are dried up every summer. At a distance 
of 30 stadia from this lake grow the sweet-scented 
calamus and the rush.' This indication of locality 
would probably refer to the Lake ot Hems, and 
the swamps of the Upper Orontes. But no modern 
botanist has detected Acorus Calamus there. Nor 
have we been able to identify ' scented calamus ' 
with any of the reeds or rushes which grow there. 
The precision of Jeremiah's language seems to for- 
bid the idea that he spoke of any indigenous plant. 

4. rfny'droth (Is HP) is tr 4 in' AV 'paper reeds,' 
RV more properly 'meadows,' see art. Meadow 
in vol. ii. p. 307 note t ; LXX xX«p4*. There is no 
authority for identifying this with the papyrus. 

G. E. Post. 

REED GRASS (Gn 41 3 ").— RV for in*, AV 
' meadow.' The same word is tr 4 in Job 8 11 ' flag,' 
RVm 'reed grass.' See Flag 1. 

REELAIAH.— See Raamiah. 

REELIAS (A 'PeeMat, B BopjKttos OT -Was, AV 
Reelius), 1 Es 5 8 , corresponds in position to Bigvai 
in Ezr 2*. Neh 7 7 ; but the form of the name is 
nearer to Reelaiah (A 'PeeXiat) in the same verse 
of Ezra, or Raamiah in that of Neheniiah. 

REFINER, REFINING.— 1. The verb ppj in Qal 
is used in Job 28 1 of gold, and in 36 s7 of rain (see 
Dillm. ad loc. ) ; in Piel it is used in 1 Ch 28" of gold, 
in 29* (cf . Ps 12*) of silver ; and in Pual of settled wine, 
Is 25*. 2. The most usual word for ' refine ' is *p>. 
The only occurrence in A V of ' refiner ' is Mai 3*- s 
(TOP). 17* occurs both in a literal, Ps 66", Jer 
6*, Zee 13*, and in a metaphorical sense, Ps 26 s , Is 
1» 48", Dn 11» (cf. Driver, Par. Psalt. 458 f.). S. 
wvpovoOai Rev 1" 3" (RV ' be refined ') ; cf. 1 P l 7 , 
with Hort's note. 

The ancient Egyptians, as described by Wilkin- 
son, purified gold by putting it into earthen crucibles 
with lead, salt, a little tin, and barley bran, sealing 
the crucibles with clay, and then exposing them to 
the heat of a furnace for five days and nights. 
Refining silver by cupellation is a very old process. 
The silver mixed with lead is put into a crucible 
made of bone earth, and placed in a reverberatory 
furnace. As the oxide of lead forms, it is blown off 
by bellows, and towards the end of the process the 
thin covering of oxide becomes iridescent and soon 
disappears, and the pure bright surface of the silver 
flashes out. This process of refining silver is re- 
ferred to in Jer 6™. The reference in Mai 3 is to the 
purifying influence of affliction on the people of 
God; their sinful impurities gradually disappear, 
«nd at last the Divine image is reflected from the 
soul, as the face of the refiner from the surface of 
the pnrified silver. W. Carslaw. 



REFRAIN. — The verb 'to refrain' is now used 
only intransitively, to abstain from. This use is 
found twice in AV, Ec 3 8 ' A time to embrace, and 
a time to refrain from embracing ' ; and Ac 5 s8 
1 Refrain from these men.' * But the primitive 
meaning of 'refrain' is to curb or restrain (Old 
Fr. re/rener, Lat. refrcnare, from re back, and 
frenutn a bridle* a curb), and this is the usual 
meaning of the word in AV. So Udall, Erasmus 
Paraph, i. 97, ' Jesus refreyned them, saying, Why 
be ye grieved with this woman ! ' ; Ex 32'* Tind. 
' And the Lorde refrayned him selfe from that 
evell, which he sayde he wolde do unto his people " ; 
Ja I s6 Wye. ' If ony man gessith hym silf to be 
relegious and refreyneth not his tunge' (AV 
' bridleth not') ; Elyot, Govcrnour, ii. 215, ' Injuria 
apparaunt and with powar inforced evther may be 
with lyke powar resisted, or with wisedome eschued, 
or with entreatie refrained.' J. Hastings. 

REFUGE, CITIES OF (ej-pp njj, 'on -yj, or, more 
fully rj»*in o^pp Tfl; LXX (al) ir6X«t (tQv) <pvya- 
Sevrtipluw, or the cities are said to be tpvya&furtpui 
or elt QvyaSfirr/ipiow ; a fuller description (Jos 21 s1 - *•) 
is ^ r6X«t rod <pvya8evTT)plov (if) rou (povtveamos ; Vnlg. 
civitates confugii, civitates (urbes) ad confuyiendum, 
urbes fugitivorum (in fugitivorum auxilut or pros- 
sidia, ad fugitivorum subsidia). — Names and loca- 
tion. — The names and location of these cities are 
given with great definiteness, and their distribution 
was such as would best accommodate the entire 
country. There were three on the west of the Jordan 
— Hebron in the mountains of Judah, Shechem in 
Mount Ephraim, Kedesh in Mount Naphtali ; and 
three on the east of the river— Bezer in the plain 
belonging to Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead belonging 
to Gad, Golan in Bashan belonging to Manasseh 
(Jos 20 7 - 8 ). See under each _of these names. 
There is every reason to believe that the early 
Jewish tradition (Neubauer, Gtog. du Talmud, 
p. 55), which placed these cities in pairs nearly 
opposite each other on the east and on the west 
of the Jordan, is correct, so that Bezer should 
be found near Dhiban, Ramoth in Gilead at 
Gerasa,— the modern Jerash with which it has 
been identified (East of the Jordan, pp. 284-290), — 
and Golan, not yet located with certainty, about 
due east from Kedesh. For greater convenience 
there seems to have been a provision (Dt 19 s ) that 
the principal roads to these cities should be kept 
open, and the inference is, although this is not 
stated, that they were likewise properly marked. 
The distance to be travelled could hardly have 
exceeded 30 miles at most, and was easily passed 
over in a day. 

Origin and purpose. — In the state of society 
then existing, the appointment of such places of 
refuge was wise and wholly in the line of justice. 
If a man took the life of another, he himself must 
be slain by the nearest relative. No other law 
was known ; justice could be satisfied in no other 
way. It was seen, however, that if this law were 
carried out hastily in every case, men might suffer 
death who were really innocent. Hence a trial 
must be had, and meantime asylums provided 
where alleged criminals would be safe until their 
case could be properly adjudged. The plan did 
not result, as might be. supposed, in giving these 

S laces a bad character by filling them with mur-> 
erers. On the contrary, these six cities were of 
the highest rank in every way : they were all 
Levitical cities — Shechem and Hebron being royal 
cities, and Hebron in addition a priestly city. 
Each city, according to the (ideal ?) legislation of 

* There is also a doubtful example in Sir 4 s ' Refrain not 
to speak, when there is occasion to do >food ' (Gr. luACnu 
Ju*»», RV ' Refrain not speech ') : cf. Job 20» ' Princes retrained 
talking.' 
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P, was to have a suburb of a little more than half 
a mile in extent in every direction, so that the 
refugees might not be absolutely coniined within 
the city's walls ( Nu 35*). 

This privilege of asylum was evidently not de- 
signed for wilful murderers. A wilful murderer was 
to be put to death at once, and these cities were 
for those who had taken life unintentionally ('V?? 
n$n Dt 4*», Jos 20 3 - e [D 2 ], R)jjfe Nu 35»- 1S , Jos 20 s - 9 
[all P]). That there was to be a strict trial 
(Nu 35 12 - 24 ) is sufficient proof that some persons 
who had committed wilful murder availed them- 
selves of this possible chance of escaping with 
their lives (Nu 35 ,a ). The trial took placo where 
the accused had lived or was well known, and not 
necessarily in the place where he had sought 
refuge ; and this is shown by the fact that, if 
proved innocent of wilful murder, the authorities 
were to see him safely back to the city of refuge 
after the trial was over. The law of murder and 
of unintentional killing is fully stated in Nu 35 18 " 118 . 
After being taken back to the city of refuge to 
which he had fled at first, the offender was bound 
to remain there until the death of the then reign- 
ing 'high priest' (an expression which is taken by 
many to imply that the passage in its present 
form reflects the usage or the theory of a late age 
in Israel's history), after which he was free to return 
to his own home. During that period, however, 
if accidentally or otherwise he passed beyond the 
suburb limits, of the city of refuge, the avenger of 
blood might slay him. No payment of money was 
ever allowed to interfere with the strict fulfilment 
of this penalty (Nu 3S 88 ). Besides these regularly 
appointed cities of refuge, the temple at Jerusalem, 
or possibly the altar (see ALTAR) alone, enjoyed a 
similar prerogative, as is shown by the cases of 
Adonijah and Joab (1 K l 50 11*; cf. Ex 21"*). 
As a ground of their action, we must presuppose 
a well - understood custom or sentiment, which 
gave to the altar the right of asylum in cases 
of life and death.* 

It is a curious fact that in the later history of 
the Hebrews very little is said to show how gener- 
ally homicides availed themselves of the refuge 
thus afforded. It may have been such a matter of 
course that nothing was ever said about it. The 
provision so carefully made by the Hebrews to 
shield those who had committed no intentional 
wrong had its counterpart among the Greeks 
and Romans, and may be looked upon as one of 
the most humane features of ancient civilization, 
where, in the general administration of affairs, 
cruelty and injustice, as we regard them, were 
frequently conspicuous. See, further, art. GOKL. 

S. Merrill. 
REFUSE — The verb 'to refuse' frequently has 
in AV its earlier meaning of ' reject,' especially as 
unfit for use, which is still retained in the subst. 
•refuse.' Thus Ps 118* 'The stone which the 
builders refused (RV ' rejected ' t), is become the 
head stone of the corner ' ; Is 8 6 ' Forasmuch as 
this people refuseth the waters of Shiloah that go 
softly.' So Knox, Works, iii. 210, « He that refuseth 
not himself, and takis not up his croce, and folio wis 

• As to the relation ot Dt 4*1* to 19 ,fl '-, and on the whole 
subject, see Driver, Oevt. 233. 



tThe Or. of the Sept. is inJin'iMray, the Lat. of the Vulg. 
probaverunt ; Wye. translates * reprevcrien,' Cov. and Gen. 




elected.' The passage 
is also quoted in Ac 4'1 and 1 P 2 4 , but with less verbal exact- 
ness. Thus Ac 4" Or. iit'htrfiut, Vulg*. qui reprubalu* est, Wye. 
'which was reproved,' Tind. 'cast a Hyde,' Rhem. 'rejected,' 
Bish. * set nought,' AV and RV ' set at nought ' ; 1 P 2* Or. 
A»»iiJ«»<*«t<r^t<»»», Vulff. rrprobatnm, Wye. ' reproved,' Tind. 
'disalowed' (so Cov., Cran., Gen., Bish., AV), Rhem. 'repro- 
bated,' RV ' rejected.' 



me, is not worthie of me' ; p. 317, ' Peter was per- 
mitted once to sincke, and thryse most shamefully 
to refuse and denye his Maister ' ; Tindale, Pent. 
Prologe to Exodus, ' an abjecte and a castawaye, a 
despised and a refused person ' ; Expos. 101, ' None 
of them, that refuseth not all that he possesseth, 
can be my disciple'; Mt 24* Tind. 'Then two 
8halbe in the feldes, the one shalbe receaved, and 
the other shalbe refused.' 

The origin of the word is difficult to trace. 
Trench (English Past and Present, 306) says un- 
reservedly, ' To refuse is recusarc, while yet it has 
derived the f of its second syllable from re/utare ; 
it is a medley of the two ; and perhaps he is 
right. J. Hastings. 

REGEM (03-j ; B 'P&ycn, A 'P4ye/x).— The eponym 
of a Calebite family, 1 Ch 2". 

REGEM-MELECH (^?ni"j; B'Apptnip [A'Ap/3*- 
fftfftp, S c - • 'hpfttoip, Q 'ApPtati] 6 /3a<nX«i>s).— One of 
a deputation sent to consult the priests about the 
propriety of continuing to observe the fast of the 
fifth month in commemoration of the destruction 
of the temple by the Chaldamns, Zee V. The text 
of this passage is dubious, especially as concerns 
the words Bethel (AV 'house of God') and SHAREZER 
(Which see). 

REGENERATION. — In the NT this subject is 
uniformly regarded. in its concrete or experimental 
aspect: nence the abstract idea hardly occurs. 
\V here it does, the term mXtpyewtirla (so Tisch. 
WH, ToXtyy. TR) alone is employed. This word 
is not found in LXX, but it has a history in 
Classical and Hellenistic Greek, being used mainly 
in the figurative sense of complete renovation 
(dvcLKalvaio-is, cf. Ro 12*, Tit 3 8 ). It is this idea 
of restoration to pristine state that meets us in 
the nearest equivalent to the term found in LXX, 
i>jro/xei»u> ?wj iraXiv yiVoi|iai, Job 14 14 . But in pre- 
Christian usage it is not the individual so much 
as the world, or a nation, that is generally the 
subject of the entire change of condition denoted 
by ra\iryevt<rla. Thus Basil (Horn. iii. in Hexoem.) 
says that the Stoics Areipom <j>6opd.t Kbop.ov k. ra\iy 
yevealat fla&yttr (cf. Philo, de Jncorr. mundi, 3. 14. 
17; de Mundo, 15), what M. Aurcl. (xi. 1) calls 
i] vefHoSiK+i t. t£v 5\uv. Similarly, Philo calls 
Noah and his sons, jraX<yy. iiytp.6vci k. Btvripas 
dpxTW Ta< irtplodov ( Vit. Mot/s. ii. 12 ; cf. 1 Clem. ix. 
4). National restoration is a sense found in Jos. 
(Ant. XI. iii. 9, i) indKryjais k. -ra\iyy. tt?i mrpUhs); 
and this, in the fuller sense of the Messianic 
renewal of Palestine (and of the whole world, or 
dependent thereon, dTOKardorafftt r&rruv), seems 
to reappear in Mt 19'-*, one of the two NT occur- 
rences of va\iry. (cf. Dalm. 145). Even in Classical 
usage, however, the teim does sometimes refer to 
the lot of the individual, denoting restoration to 
life in a literal or a figurative sense. Plutarch 
uses it several times in the former sense, i.e. in 
relation to the transmigration of souls (de Em 
earn. ii. 4. 4, Art xpuWai koivoU aZ ^t>xal owpxunv 
iv to« xaXiyyevariaii) ; and Agrippa is quoted by 
Philo (Ley. ad Gaitim, 41) as addressing the_ em- 
peror Gaius as follows : to* . . . rtOvtZra r£ diet 
\uwpi)aa.% KaOdirep 4k iraXiyytvefflas iriryetpat. In 
more figurative wise Cicero (ad Alt. vi. 6) calls his 
restoration to his lost life of dignity and honour 
hanc TaX*77. nostram; and Olympiodorus, speak- 
ing of memory, says, raXiyy. rip yvuat&s itrrw i) 
&vip.vtjai%. Hence, on the whole, iraXiyy. in non- 
biblical usage seems to denote a restoration of a 
lost state ot well-being, amounting to re-creation 
or renovation. 

If we could be surer of the Rabbinic use (esp. 
in relation to proselytes) of such an idea in the 
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time of Christ, we should probably get further 
light on the exact connotation of iraXivy. and 
kindred expressions as they emerge in the NT. 
Among the latter the following are prominent: 
inucalfuais (Ro 12 s , and esp. Tit 3 5 ), with the verb 
&paicairo\>aOa.i (Col 3 M , 2 Co 4" 1 ) and its synonym 
dweowrftu (Eph 4 s ); dwyewar (IP I s - n ) [which 
does not occur elsewhere in extant Greek litera- 
ture uninfluenced by the NT itself, though the 
Philonean tract, de Incorr. tnundi, 3, has dvayir- 
wrfffit as a synonym for the Stoic raXiyytvetria of 
the world, and Porphyry has iyaytuvyjriKdi (Ep. ad 
Aneb. 24)]; ytpnfi^at /LvuOt* (Jn 3 s - 7 , cf. yew. 
yifxjv &w or ie&rtpop, v.*) ; kuivt) ktUtis in the con- 
crete sense (2 Co 5", Gal 6", Eph 2'" 4 s4 ), and its 
practical equivalents, Kturbt dvdpuros (Eph 2 M 4**), 
viot tvdp. (Col 3 W ); rixn 0(ou ytviaOat (Jn l 13 ), 
ytptrridfiftu tK t. dtov (Jn passim), 4k t. xwdfiaro^, 
or e'{ Zdaros k. xyeOfiarot ( Jn 3 s - 6 - 8 ) ; and, finally, 
ytvwar {nra) Sid rod e&ayy., used of the preacher of 
the Word ( 1 Co 4 18 , cf . Gal 4 19 ). A single passage 
from an early Christian Father may be subjoined, 
as showing the influence of the NT upon his 
language, and also the relation of the biblical 
idea of Regeneration to certain other cognate 
ideas. Clement of Alex., speaking of the restora- 
tion of a sinful woman, writes {.Strom, ii. ad fin. 
p. 424) : r\ 8t pxrayo^traffa, olov dfayevmjdiiffa. /card 
tijf tvurrpotpijr rod plov, Ta\iyye*€fficw f*xet 
TtOrriKvlas pJw rijt vbpnft rip xaXates, tl% filov Si 
rapt\6o6o~rjt aCOu Ttjt <card rip (urdvouiv femfiei/mt. 
It has sometimes been thought that the idea of 
religious regeneration in this life was one 1 in the 
air' in the 1st cent. ; and the phrase in aternum 
renatns taurobolio, in connexion with Mithraic 
worship, has been cited as evidence. But Hort 
thinks it, as well as the vaXtyytreffla of the Her- 
metic writings, to be dependent on Christian usage. 
Nor can the fact that Osiris was addressed as one 
who ' giveth birth unto men and women a second 
time,' be cited to the contrary : for this clearly 
refers to renewed life beyond the grave, not to 
spiritual regeneration in this life. The origin of 
this latter notion and phraseology is rather to be 
sought in the OT and its Rabbinic developments. 
The phrase ' new creation,' adopted by St. Paul, 
occurs repeatedly in the Midrashim with various 
applications (see Dalm. Worte Jesu, 146), and a 
proselyte is compared to a newborn child in the 
Talmud (Jebamoth 62a ; see Wiinsche, Erlaut. 
de.r Eoanqq. 506) ; cf. Hort, First Ep. of Peter, 
p. 33. The present article will deal with the 
following points : — 

* Regeneration ' characteristic of the NT. 

A. Old Test Adumbrations. 

i. In (a) national, (6) personal religion. 

ii. In the case of I'roselytes. 

B. New Test. Presentation. 

i. In the Synoptics. 

ii. In St. James. 

Hi. In St. Peter (relation to Baptism). 

iv. In Epistle to Hebrews. 

v. In St. Paul. 

vi. In St. John. 

C. Connected Summary. 

Literature. 

The idea of Regeneration belongs to the NT 
rather than the OT. Indeed, some would confine 
it, in any proper personal sense, to the former 
exclusively. But this would be to confuse the 
implicit and explicit forms of the doctrine and 
experience, and to break the genuine continuity 
of biblical religion. This continuity, along with 
progressive development of form, it must be our 
care to trace between OT and NT, as well as 
Iwtween the several types of presentation in the 
NT itself. 

A. Old Test. Adumbrations.— i. OT religion 
being originally a matter of the nation rather 
than the individual, all the forms under which 



it was conceived were highly objective. Things 
to be done or avoided are prominent ; and all as 
tending to avoid rupture of the normal relation 
or covenant between the people and J". At first 
little stress is laid on the state of the inner life, 
on ethical as contrasted with ritual purity. But 
when, under the influence of the prophets of the 
8th cent, and later, the ethical element in religion 
came fully to light, the old idea of religion, as a 
dutiful relation between man and God, became 
charged with new spiritual meaning, and afforded 
the deepest and most adequate notion of piety 
imaginable. For it went below the level of mere 
deeds, to the attitude of soul of which they were 
as the fruit. 

(a) The stages in the process may be traced as 
follows. As the older notion of salvation or well- 
being had been largely that of "external national 
prosperity, taken as the expression of the favour 
of J"; so the chief means of its purification and 
deepening was national adversity. This turned 
attention, first to the moral conditions of the favour 
of the Holy One of Israel, ami then to the intrinsic 
blessedness of righteousness itself, apart even from 
its normal external concomitants of peace and 
prosperity. At the same time, the break-up of 
national welfare caused the individual to attain 
to a new consciousness of his personal relations 
to J", and so to a more spiritual piety. These 
changes, as they affected both Israel and the 
individual Israelite, reached their crisis in the 
experiences of the Exile. During and after it 
the spiritual harvest, the first-fruits of which are 
to be seen even in the pre-exilic prophets, was 
gathered in by the sifted Church-nation. ^ Chief 
among the new ideas acquired were (1) the thought 
of sin as a besetting power, ever apt to mar the 
normal relations between J" and His people ; (2) 
the idea that a profound change of temper or 
attitude in Israel as a whole was needful ; (3) the 
conviction that an evil so inherent as the stiff- 
neckedness and uncircumcision of heart discovered 
in Israel could be met only by Divine and super- 
natural agency, working upon the very springs of 
conduct (cf. Dt 10 16 30 1 "). In fact, the vision of 
a renovation of feeling and will as needful to 
Israel, of national regeneration as the prerequisite 
and the essential blessing of the longed-for Messi- 
anic age, began to possess the better minds follow- 
ing in the wake of Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Yet 
even in those great prophets the bestowal of the 
regenerate heart is thought of largely as a special 
intervention to meet an exceptional need, as it 
were at a stroke ; and it« primary reference is 
collective rather than personal. Ephraim is over- 
heard acknowledging the effect of the Divine dis- 
cipline as salutary, and adding, 'Turn thou me, 
and I will turn' (Jer 31 ,B ): and then the prophet 
looks forward to the bright day of national restora- 
tion, when the covenant shall become 'a new 
covenant,' as being divinely inscribed on the heart 
or inner life of the people (31 31ff -)- Then 'they 
shall be my people, and 1 will be their God : ana 
I will give them one heart and one way, that 
they may fear me for ever' (32 31 "- 24 7 ). Similarly- 
Ezekiel : ' And I will sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean : from all your filthi- 
ness and from all your idols will I cleanse you. 
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you : and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give yon 
an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit 
within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes' 
(3038-27 iii») n erc we geti ns never before, the 
idea of a new responsiveness of heart divinely 
produced — the essence of regeneration. But the 
regeneration is still viewed as national rather than 
individual (cf. the prophecy of the Valley of Dry 
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Bones, Ezk 37 1 *"), though the effects on the in- 
dividuals composing the nation are often clearly 
present to mind (Jer 31 34 , Is 54» 60"). And, 
I above all, it is felt to be still future (contrast 
Ezk 18 s> ), a blessing of the Messianic age. 

(b) But while this is true of OT religion as a 
whole, even after the Exile, there are traces of 
individual piety going far beyond it, and virtually 
anticipating the NT experience of regeneration. 
Transferring the idea of religion, as a dutiful 
relation between Israel and its God, from the 
nation to the individual conscience, this deeper 
piety gave the holiness loved of J" a most vital 
meaning. It saw in 'walking humbly with one's 
God,' the inmost secret of ' doing justly and loving 
mercy.' All sprang from the ' contrite and humble 
spirit' indwelt of the Holy One of Israel (Is 57' 8 
86 3 ). 'The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit,' 
a spirit broken by the sense that it was ' truth in 
the inward parts' that could alone satisfy the 
Holy One (Ps 51 17 - a ). And along with this begins 
to appear the sense of a nature radically prone to 
sin, and so in need of more radical aid from the 
Searcher of hearts before covenant obedience could 
become possible (Ps 51 s , Job 14* ' Who can bring 
a clean thing out of an unclean? Not one'). 
There arises a cry for the 'mercy' and 'loving- 
kindness' of God, to draw the heart to Himself, 
and bo create the very state of spirit with which 
He could commune. 'A clean heart,' 'a right' 
(steadfast) or 'free (willing) spirit' — on which 
turned 'the joy of thy salvation' — are all traced 
to the presence of God's ' holy Spirit ' at work on 
the soul (Ps SI 1 '*"). Here we have the high- 
water mark of piety on OT lines, or rather piety 
under OT forms, but already outgrowing its limits. 
For with the emergence of the ideas of religion 
as primarily a state of the heart, of the radical 
tendency to sin native to frail human nature, and 
of the grace of God, in renewing and quickening 
power, as alone adequate to man's need, — with this 
the old national religion is transcended, and a new 
covenant becomes indispensable. Here, then, the 
experience, not to say the doctrine, of regenera- 
tion is already virtually present: it lacks only 
the objective basis furnished by the revelation in 
Christ, to give it that steady and assured quality 
which is the prerogative of NT ' faith.' 

ii. As Israel's slowness to realize the idea of 
regeneration was in part due to its overshadowing 
sense of a specially favoured relation to «J" attach- 
ing to Abraham's seed, as such ; so we may suppose 
that the accession to exilic and post-exilic Israel 
of a growing number of those who had no such 
natural advantage, must have stimulated reflexion 
on the subjective conditions of fitness for com- 
munion with J". It may be true that the sense 
in which proselytes were first spoken of as ' born ' 
to or in Messianic Zion (Is 49 s }'- 44 8 , Ps 87"-) was 
mainly that of formal adhesion to the sacred 
people. Yet the patent greatness of the change 
of belief and conduct involved in the adhesion, 
must have tended to develop thought upon the 
spiritual and ethical senses in which a man might 
become a ' new ' man, as it were by birth out of 
one world into another. Such reflexion would 
further be fostered by the rites through which 
the change of condition was achieved, particularly 
the ablution or baptism by which proselytes were 
admitted to Israel. And. all this would easily 
coalesce in devout minds with the promise in Ezk 
36 s5 '- touching the sprinkling of Israel itself with 
clean water, and the new heart associated there- 
with, as marking the piety of the great ace that 
was to come. When, then, John the Baptist 
appeared, to usher in the fulfilment of Mai 3 lff \ 
there must have been a widespread feeling that 
his baptism meant a radical change of heart even 



in Israel (cf. Jn l**-)- Still, the Diviner side of 
Ezekiel's prophecy, the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit, waited upon the coming of the Mightier 
One, Messiah Himself (Mt 3", Lk 3", Jn I s 3*). 
And it was the deeper experience of the Holy 
Spirit, in specifically Christian form, that brought 
regeneration to light as implicit in the contrite 
heart and spirit, and placed it, the Divine side of 
the fact of true repentance, in the centre of NT 
teaching (cf. Jn 3 s - "). 

B. New Test. Presentation.— i. The Synop- 
tics. — In Jesus' own public teaching the idea 
appears only in implicit forms, chiefly that of a 
radical repentance or change of heart (pcrdma) 
towards God and towards sin — the great condition, 
in the prophets also, of restoration to Divine fellow- 
ship. But in that teaching there are also hints 
that the change is more complete than anything 
hitherto realized, in keeping with the advance in 
the revelation conditioning it. Man must choose 
between two lives, a lower and a higher : to find 
or save the one, he must be ready to lose the 
other. And it is implied in the parable of the 
Prodigal Son that the spiritual life of sonship is 
in fact 'dead' or null (Lk 15 M ) in every child 
estranged by sin and selfhood. It is needful that 
even honest disciples ' turn and become as little 
children ' in order truly to enter the Kingdom, in 
which it is the crown of blessedness to be genuine 
children of the heavenly Father (Mt 18 s 5*). The 
parable of the Sower implies that the specific life 
of the Kingdom arises in the human heart by the 
sinking in of the gospel, and its producing, as it 
were, a new root of personality ; and it is inti- 
mated, though only in private to chosen disciples, 
that true ' faith ' is dependent on a Divine factor 
at work behind the human (Mt 16 17 ). This latter 
case suggests that the merely implicit form in 
which the profound truth of regeneration occurs 
in Christ's ordinary preaching is due, partly at 
least, to its popular character, as adjusted to the 
needs of the poor and simple, in contrast to theo- 
logians like Nieodemus. 

ii. St. James. — The exact sense of the words ( l 18 ), 
'of set purpose he brought us forth by the word 
of truth, that we should be first-fruits, as it were, 
of his creatures ' (/9oi>Aij0«j iireKfrijctv imas \&yu 
dXijfcfar, eii t6 etrai ii/ias irapx^" rwa tup airrou 
KTie/idrwr), has been much debated. St. James is 
addressing the Israel of God, conceived much in 
the way in which an ancient prophet thought of 
the true Israel within Israel. He thinks of all 
' Israelites indeed,' though he has in mind chiefly 
those who already believe in Jesus as Messiah 
(cf. Jn l 47 3 S1 ) ; for both alike have in principle one 
religion, that of 'doers of the word' (the revealed 
will of God), of such as visit the fatherless and 
widows, and keep unspotted from the world (1 M_S7 ). 
To his eye, then, this people of loving obedience is 
what Israel's God had meant Israel to be (Is 43*"-), 
' My people, my chosen, the people which I formed 
for myself (LXX, fl* repiciroiT)ardni)i>), that they 
might set forth my praise.' So, of those who 
fear J" and regard His name it is said (Mai 3"), 
' And they shall be to me ... in the day which 
I make, for a special possession ' {laorral fxoi . . . 
fit rtpiTolyjain). This is very much the idea on 
which St. Peter dwells so lovingly, of 'a people 
for God's own possession,' quickened into new life 
through the word of the living God (1P1 3 2*)— 
though he has professed Christians alone in view. 
Like ideas occur also in Eph V' 1 *, but decisively 
universalized as to the scope of ' God's own posses- 
sion ' (cf. 2 Th 2 ,w *, esp. if we read irapx^i" instead 
of djr' dpxvs, with BFG» r P minn. f. vg. syr. hi., 
al.) ; while the notion of God's saints being first- 
fruits, as it were, of His full and final possession 
of His creatures in general, appears quite explicitly 



Digitized by Google 



REGENERATION 



REGENERATION 217 



in Ro 8 1 * - **. There creation is represented as 
awaiting 'the revealing of the sons of God' ('the 
Regeneration,' in the collective sense of Mt ID*), 
who, as already having ' the first-fruits of the Spirit,' 
may themselves be styled God's first-fruits (cf. 
Rev 14* 21 6 ). Thus spiritual Israel, now in pro- 
cess of rallying to Messiah Jesus, seemed to St. 
James ' the lirst-fruits ' of God's final reign. As for 
' the word of truth ' to which this Israel owed its 
being, it was the revealed will of God active in 
conscience ( = 'the inbred word,' 1 S1 , or simply ' the 
word,' 1'"*- = God's 'law,' known as spirit and not 
as letter, ' perfect law, that of liberty,' ' royal 
law,' 1* 2 8 " 11 4 U = ' the truth,' in an ethico-religious 
sense, 3" 5 ,B , cf. Jn 8 31L 17"). It was the sort of 
4 word ' that meets us in the Sermon on the Mount, 
the final practical issue of OT revelation for the 
conscience (cf. 'the word of truth' in Ps 119 43 ; 
also v. 180 'the sum of thy word is truth'). Yet 
it is not to be confined to the specifically Christian 
gospel : it denotes, rather, the element common to 
that and the law as it lived in the unsophisticated 
consciences of Jews like those who meet us in Lk 
1-2. 

St. James has in mind, then, not individual 
regeneration, but rather the collective being of a 
People devoted to the Divine Will, and of which 
believers on Jesus Messiah were the typical 
members — a People which thus could be styled 
' first - fruits, as it were, of God's creatures.'* 
His argument is that God cannot stultify Himself 
by tempting to evil. He is the author of good, 
and change th not. And since it was with full 
intention that He brought forth t or constituted 
the godly community gathering to the name of 
Jesus Messiah, He must not be thought of as the 
author of seductive temptations. The emphasis 
still falls, as in pre-Christian references to regene- 
ration, on the collective quickening traceable to 
the Divine initiative, rather than on the individual 
— though this latter is implied in the exhortation 
to ' receive the inborn word (tfuftvrop \6yor, cf. Wis 
12 10 tfupvrot i xaxla a&ruv), J which is able to save 
your souls.' Accordingly, such rudiments of our 
doctrine as occur in James, represent a stage mid- 
way between typical OT and typical NT statements 
on the subject. 

iii. St. Peter.— The Petrine doctrine stands be- 
tween that of St. James on the one hand, and 
that of St. Paul on the other. The OT associa- 
tions of collective blessing (cf. his reference to 
• seasons of recovery ' or ' restoration,' dvdfv^t, 
iroKardffTcuTit, in Ac 3 19, n * **) are still prominent 
in the language chosen (IP 2°) ; while yet the 
idea of ' regeneration,' and that of individuals, by 
the Divine ' seed ' or ' word of God, r is firmly 
grasped (l 13 cf. 3 , cf. parable of the Sower). The 
disciple seems possessed by his Master's teaching 
as to the child-spirit and the Divine fatherhood 
(2* 1"). The Divine parentage involved in the 
new life is appealed to as a reason for love of the 
brethren (l 2af -) : being regarded as a congenital law 
of their new being — an idea which recurs in 2 P 1*, 
where renewed human nature is set forth as ' in a 
true sense not God-like merely, but derivatively 
Divine ' (Hort, cf. 1 Jn 3»). 

' The word ' by which this comes about is clearly 
that of the gospel (lPl a ); and, answering to this, 

• Jer 2 s ' Israel (is) holiness unto the Lord, the flrst-fruiU of 
his increase' — ytmninit minv, which parallels kwapxi* 
«»« t£> uimv xTirpt*Tmw : and for the personal sense of »r.ru«n, 
cf. Sir 8IJMC, where i Xm.it nu is described in the next line as rk 
nrir$tMrit r*u. 

t The idea occurs elsewhere, e.g. 8ir 8617 (derived from Dt 
82*- Ex 4*0'I*/«rA it rprrryit* «u«.»r«f. In Jo l 18 the verb 
iwixinm is used to mark an antithesis to the thought of 
where this meUphor was employed of sin as parent of death. 
> I Cf. Barn. L 2, torts \p.)vm rr,i tttpiit rtiviutrunif x*f" 
ilxipxri, and Ix. 9, #?Ji» i ri.t iufvro Itpiiu nit limBi.m# mvnZ 

HfUltt it ifn'r. 



the definite act of confession in baptism is thought 
of as objectively sealing the salvation thus wrought 
(see Baptism in vol. i. p. 244"). Water, says he, 
doth now, in antitype to Noah's preservation, play 
its part in salvation, as Christian baptism — 'not 
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the 
appeal toward God of a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ,' man's surety at God's 
right hand (1 P 3 al ). The sense of this passage, and 
particularly the meaning here given to the word 
trepumjua, seems fixed by Ro 10*\ He 10 23 . ' For 
with the heart man trustfully believeth unto (the 
attaining of) Righteousness (i.e. Justifications Sal- 
vation in God's sight, implicite) ; but with the 
mouth man maketh confession unto (the attaining 
of ) Salvation ' (i.e. formal possession of salvation, 
expliciU). ' Salvation,' in this context (Ro lif - ), 
refers to objective membership of the Messianic 
Community or Church, the proper unit or subject 
of the New Covenant. Into this Body of the 
Christ, St. Paul says elsewhere (1 Co 12"), Chris- 
tians are through baptism incorporated ' by one 
Spirit.' ' The Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father,' seals, often by objective manifes- 
tations, the sincerity of the believer's confession. 
Similarly He 10", ' Let us draw near (as favoured 
worshippers) with a true heart, in full assurance of 
faith, having our hearts sprinkled (by blood, 9 13 /-) 
from an evil conscience, and the body toothed with 
pure water.' Thus every obscure element in 1 P 
3" 31 is elucidated. Christ, though ' put to death 
in (the sphere of) flesh,' was 'quickened in (the 
sphere of) spirit ' — and so became for others ' a 
quickening spirit' (rvev/ia fwowotoOr, 1 Co 15 48 ). 
Baptism, then, as the consummation of the be- 
liever's appropriation of Christ, means no mere 
bodily cleansing (like Levitieal ablutions), but 
the appeal of a cleansed conscience (see l 8 with 
3 18 ; cf. He 9"'-), directed in 'full assurance of 
faith' to God (cf. Eph 3 la rpooayuyiiv in xejrot0j)<r«). 
It corresponds to the ' living hope' due to Christ's 
resurrection, spoken of in I s (cf. Col 2 13 ). 'The 
promise of the eternal inheritance' (He 9 18 ), for 
which worshipful appeal is made to God's covenant 
fidelity in the Mediator, was conceived to be re- 
ceived 'in earnest' in the manifestation of Holy 
Spirit power (Ac 2°)— 'anointing' or 'sealing' the 
believer unto the day of perfected redemption (2 Co 
l nt , Eph l 13,t 4*). Thus ' baptism.' as a living experi- 
ence, could be alluded to in Tit 3 s as a formal ' wash- 
ing of regeneration and renovation (in virtue) of 
Holy Spirit,' ' poured forth richly ' at the solemn 
crisis or confession, where ' Salvation,' as an objec- 
tive state, took full effect [(ffutren ijjuaj 8»4 XovrpoD 
Tdkivyertffiat Kal iyaKaiPwfftut xr. 117(01'). Baptism 
was a rite for the Church or sacred community as 
such, and for the individual in relation to it ana its 
privileges ; ' by the washing of water ' were its 
members, as ' cleansed ' ' by means of the word ' 
(cf. Jn 15 3 ), formally admitted to the sphere of 
consecrated life resting on Christ's sacrilice (Eph 
5*. Ro 10 w ). 

St. Peter seems also, by the time he wrote 1 P, 
to have caught in his own way St. Paul's deep, 
mystical thought in Ro 6 4 '-, where identity with 
Christ's ' resurrection ' life, on the part of the 
regenerate, is made to grow out of spiritual union 
with Him in His death -to sin (consummated in 
His crucifixion, see 1 P 2"). For 1 P 4'-*-« con- 
tains the essential idea of spiritual quickening 
through judgment in the flesh. And this process 
is extended by him, alone among NT writers, even 
to certain souls in Hades, namely, those suddenly 
cutoff in the days of Noah— a fate conceived (as it 
seems) to have given them less than the normal 

Srobation of mankind, and that in an age of but 
im light (1 P 3 ,w - 4 fl ; see, further, art. PETER, 
First Epistle of, in vol. iii. p. 795). 
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iv. The Epistle to the Hebrews.— Though this 
Epistle contains, as we saw, much bearing on the 
new consciousness, yet it has no formal doctrine of 
' regeneration ' as the deepest aspect of the Messianic 
blessing. True, it uses metaphors of life developing 
from infancy to maturity (5'*' 14 , with its allusions 
to 'milk' and 'solid foou') ; but there is no stress 
on the image involved. The categories of thought 
are mainly of an OT character — apart from the 
writer's own ' Alexandrine ' strain (see below, C, ad 
fin. ; cf. ' those once illumined,' ' having tasted 
God's word as good,' G 4 ). Hence we get a parallel 
to Ja l 18 in the 'congregation of the firstborn 
(who are) enrolled in lieaven.' Hence also the 
central place of repentance, as marking the be- 
ginning of the new relation to God — ' repentance ' 
as the negative side of the change represented on 
its positive side by 1 faith ' (6 1 - "). ' Repentance,' 
however, is taken by this writer in a deep and 
inward sense, in which it amounts to a 'new 
heart' wherein the Divine Law is by Divine grace 
made inherent, according to Jeremiah's great 
prophecy of the New Covenant (9* ff - 1<J 18 "' 8 ). 

v. St. Paul.— -The Pauline doctrine of Regenera- 
tion contains the essence of its author's unique 
experience of Jesus the Christ, as effecting at once 
revolution and renovation in his inner life. The 
difficulty here is to prevent this central aspect of 
Paulinism from involving us in an exposition of 
that system as a whole. We shall try, however, 
to indicate its place in the organism of St. Paul's 
soteriology as allusively as possible. 

Beyond all question, ' faith ' was to him the very 
soil or subjective condition of that new good which 
came through the gospel. Faith was such recep- 
tivity as enabled God to give 'his ineffable gift' 
to the soul. As such, it answers to ' the good 
ground,' the ' honest and good heart,' as the state 
of soul adapted to * the word of God,' in Christ's 
parable. But St. Paul, viewing things in a more 
subjective way, proceeds to illumine the inner 
factors and stages of the great process from the 
standpoint of personal appropriation, as one who 
was himself the conscious soil in which it had 
come about. The good of which such ' faith ' or 
vital trust is receptive in Christ, is variously set 
forth by St. Paul as the righteousness of a recti- 
fied relation to God, including forgiveness of sins 
(see Justification) ; cleansing or consecration 
(sanctification in principle : see SANCTIFICATION) ; 
participation in the Divine life, as the life of the 
Christ, or Spirit-life ; and hence realized sonship to 
God, as embracing all else. So arranged, the series 
passes from the more objectivo to the more subjec- 
tive aspects of the one simple yet complex fact, 
which, rooted at the heart of St. Paul's experience, 
had made a new man of him. And the most 
adequate conception of it is that which represents 
the new relation to God in its most inward, vital, 
and causal aspect — the birth of a new manhood or 
personality within the old individual, Saul. It is this 
which ever emerges in St. Paul's most spontaneous 
and personal utterances. Such are the great out- 
bursts in Gal SP° and 2 Co 5' 8 " 17 — passages familiar, 
yet in virtue of their experimental depth so little 
4 known ' in the biblical sense. * I have been cruci- 
fied with Christ : yet I live ; (and yet) no longer I, 
but Christ liveth in me : and that (life) which I 
now live in the flesh, I live in faith, (the faith) 
which is in the Son of God.' And again : ' He 
died for all, that they who live should no longer 
live unto themselves, but unto him who for their 
Bakes died and rose again. . . . Wherefore if any 
man is in Christ, (he is) a new creature (koivt) 
KTtffis) : the old things are passed away ; behold, 
they are become new.' In these and like passages 
St. Paul speaks as a prophet, not as a schoolman. 
He affirms : he has no thought of what he may 



seem implicitly to deny. The life in him was 
above all new ; and it was of Divine initiation or 
grace. But that did not mean that there was no 

tisychological continuity between the old Saul and 
lis faculties, and the new Paul and his : nor did it 
exclude the responsible co-operation of his own 
volition throughout. The affirmations are experi- 
mental and unembarrassed by reflective considera- 
tions of verbal consistency. We may see, more- 
over, from other passages that what is here in the 
background was not overlooked by St. Paul, but 
entered into the body of his thought, coming out 
in turn as occasion arose. Thus when he speaks of 
' a new creature ' (Gal 6 18 , 2 Co 5 17 ), or says, 4 the old 
things are passed away ; behold, they are become 
new, he simply means that his experience had 
utterly changed in colour and perspective. No 
factors had been eliminated : but the resultant 
was new ; and this by the operation of a new 
factor determining all afresh and in a new syn- 
thesis. The new factor was the quickening grace 
of God in the Christ, the Spirit of Christ, the 
(Holy) Spirit, or most fully 'the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus.' This, by overcoming ' the 
law of sin and death,' naturally at work, had pro- 
duced a new spiritual life in him, and so made him 
a ' new man ' in Christ Jesus. The way by which 
this had come about is laid bare in Ro 7, a chapter 
of deep psychological and also autobiographic sig- 
nificance. From it we gather that even in his un- 
regenerate state, while the law of sin operative in 
' the flesh ' — the sensuous and self-willed side of 
his nature — actually swayed his will, he was 
already conscious of another and deeper element 
in his being, protesting against the flesh and 
sympathizing with the claims of God's law. This 
'inner man' (6 tau AyOpwros, 7^ = 6 roCr, 7 a-as =ri 
Tvsu/wi rod irOpdnrov, 1 Co 2 U ; cf. Ro 8 10 ), however, 
has only a latent or potential existence so long 
as it is overridden by * the flesh ' — ' the law of the 
mind,' by the law or principle active in the fleshly 
members (T'- 3 ). The spirit is as good as dead in the 
man Saul as a moral personality, being outside the 
centre of volition as long as 'the flesh' is there 
enthroned in power ; and so it is generally ignored 
in St. Paul's references to ' the natural man,' who 
is called summarily 'dead in trespasses and sins,' 
because morally ' alienated from the life of God ' 
(Eph 2 1 - 8 4 18 ). But when the life of God succeeds 
in Quickening this half-inanimate spiritual faculty 
with a kindred passion for the righteousness of 
God, then it springs to life (Ro 8 1U ) and gains 
control of the will : a new personality arises from 
the new union of the will and the higher element 
dependent on and akin to the Divine : the man 
lives anew with a fresh type of moral life — that 
being dominant which before was subject, and vice 
versa. With this psychological reversal may be 
compared the earlier change from the rudimentary 
' life ' of irresponsible innocence to the * death ' of 
a divided heart, wherein the lower elements hold 
sway (Ro 7*' 11 ). Now, however, the man is con- 
scious of the issues at stake and the forces of both 
kinds at work in and upon him : and the whole 
deliverance has a vividness and finality propor- 
tionate to his prior sense of the death in bondage 
to sin (7**). 

As this experience of renovation came to St. 
Paul under the forms of the life, death, and resur- 
rection of Jesus the Christ, so regeneration is set 
forth in terms of the same. The ' new man ' or 
' new creature ' is so ' in Christ ' ; and Christ is in 
him. Hence ' the Spirit of God ' or ' Holy Spirit,' 
the quickener of the new life (1 Co 6 U 12 3 ), can also 
be called 'the Spirit of Christ' (Ro 8 9 ) or 'the 
Spirit of his Son ' (Gal 4 8 ). Hence also the specific 
condition of the ' new man,' in contrast to the ' old ' 
(Col S 8 *, Eph 4P- 2 *), is that of sonship and installa- 
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tion into sonship (\AoOtola, Ro 8 lfl " w ) after the like- 
ness of Christ's. 

Still this regenerate or filial life is not complete 
at the time when it is given, coineidently with the 
self-committal of faith. It has a course of growth 
to go through, analogous to that of natural life. 
It begins with spiritual immaturity and proceeds 
to maturity of will and insight. The ' babe ' 
(rfyrioi) in Christ is one who perceives only the 
broadest outlines of the Father's ways and will, 
and may still be confused by the films of his old 
fleshly blindness ; whereas the full-grown or ' per- 
fect ' man (WXcios) is one to whom experience has 
brought enlightenment and discrimination of con- 
science (Ph l vf - 3 12 " 18 ) : he is actually and not only 
potentially 'spiritual' (wtvitariKln). And each 
stage has its own spiritual nutriment, its 'milk' 
or its ' solid food ' ( 1 Co 3 1 " 3 ). 

(vi.) St. John. — The term 'regeneration' does 
not actually occur in St. John's writings, though 
it does virtually in one passage of his Gospel (3 s - '), 
in the phrase yevrqOTjvat drwOw, which is best 
rendered ' born anew ' (cf. v. 4 Sfiirtpov elfftXOtir . . . 
xal ■yemfffip'at). This shade of thought, while 
proper to the context, and while probably appro- 
priated by St. John as the root of his own thinking 
on the matter, is not the one most characteristic 
of his own doctrine. It is not so much the fact of 
a new beginning in the Christian life, as the in- 
herent nature of that life as due to its Divine 
origin, that occupies this apostle's mind. His 
favourite emphasis is seen in the phrase 'to be 
begotten of Cod' (ytvyrjOTivai iic tov Otov). God 
Himself is the veritable Father of the Christian 
believer, the kindred fontal source of his new life, 
with its inherent Divine virtue (rd ycyevrfifUrop iic 
tov Otov). This virtue manifests itself in certain 
vital functions, wonderful and Divine by reason 
of their distinctness from the average conduct of 
human nature, as St. John saw it about him, 
radically determined by the world of sense, that 
source of seductive pleasures and ambitions. The 
world, so regarded, stood at the rival ]K>le of being 
to the Father ; so that ' to be of the world ' and 
' to be of Cod ' were mutually exclusive states or 
spirits, by which the soul might be possessed and 
characterized (1 Jn'2' 6 ). 

Such birth from God is conceived by St. John as 
a single initial fact, carrying in itself abiding issues 
of a like nature. This is expressed by the use of 
perfects, like yeyiyvrirai, 6 ytytwyiUvot (1 Jn 2" 3* 4 7 
51. «. i8 f c f_ j n 3»-») ( as distinct from aorists (6 
ytvnfleit iic tov Otov describes Christ in immediate 
contrast to the believer, 6 ytytwwi)nifot in tov Otov, 
1 Jn 5 W ). The rarer cases in which the aorist 
occurs, are those which simply contemplate re- 
generation as the decisive fact constitutive of 
spiritual sonship in the believer (Jn l m *, cf. 3 s - 6 - 7 ). 
The main passage in question is Jn l ,afc : ' But as 
many as received him (the Logos), to them gave 
he prerogative to become children of God (t&wictv 
avrois €%ovjIcw t4kv<x Otov yeviaOat), even to them 
that were believers on his name (tow xurrtvovo-iv 
fit (t.r.X.) ; who were born, not of blood of human 
parents, nor of fleshly volition, nor of a human 
father's volition, but of God ' (ot owe «'{ aludruv oiSi 
(K OcMjitarot aapadt ovSi eic OeX^naros ivSpbt d\X' iic 
OeoO iytpr^Oijo-af). This is, in form and in context, 
an absolutely general statement ; so much so, that 
it seems impossible to refer it primarily to belief 
in Jesus the Christ at all, but rather to the uni- 
versal approach of the Logos to the human soul, 
prior even to the Incarnation (see 11 M for a similar 
thought). This is a most important aspect of the 
Johannine doctrine of regeneration : it not only 
fits in with the universality of his thought, but 
also coniirms with his authority what is urged 
below, namely, that ' regeneration ' may properly 



be predicated of the experience of saints under the 
Old Covenant. Yet the language in which St. 
John states this very truth of the wider regenera- 
tion, effected wherever the Logos is welcomed by 
the soul, is significantly coloured by his habitual 
sj»eeeh in terms of the final manifestation of the 
Logos in Jesus the Christ (' believers on his 
name '). 

As a rule, then, regeneration is, to St. John, 
actually conditioned by personal trust in Jesus, or, 
more specifically, in Him as the Christ, the Son of 
God 20», 1 Jn 5'). Further, it is assumed to 
take formal or consummated effect (as in the case 
of Jesus' own Messiahship) in the experience of 
baptism. Just as he says, ' This is he who came 
under the condition of water (6V CSarot) . . . even 
Jesus Christ' (1 Jn 5°) — words used in close con- 
nexion with the Spirit as Messiah's endowment 
and witness (vv. w , cf. Jn 3 W ) ; so baptism is to 
him the normal condition under which believers 
come to rank as 'children of God,' in virtue of a. 
manifest sealing by Holy Spirit power. As the 
Father had ' sealed the Son ( J n 6 -J7 ) with the Spirit's 
witness, in response to His obedience of self-conse- 
cration at the Baptism (1 Jn 5 8 ""), so, apparently, 
St. John thought of the Messianic gift of the 
Spirit, usually manifest at baptisms in the Apos- 
tolic Age, as definitively ' sealing' (cf. above, (iv.)) 
the believer's confession of personal trust and 
consecration by 'an unction from the Holy One' 
(i.e. Christ, 1 Jn 2 M - *).* Such a reading of his 
Master's mind, as expressed by the reference to 
water in the words to Nicodenms, may l>e implied 
by St. John's return to the topic of baptism a few 
verses later on (3* 1, **•), and certainly corresponded 
to the experience of the Apostolic Age— though 
hardly to that of later times. Naturally, the con- 
junction has no relation to the baptism of infants, 
where the essential element of belief on Christ's 
name is lacking. But, in relation to the conditions 
contemplated by the apostle, the definite line 
drawn by baptism l>et\veen the filial status of 
Christian believers and what went before, is of 

freat moment for his thought as to regeneration, 
t does not, indeLd, annul his recognition of 
children of God awaiting the gospel to gather 
them into Christ's one Hock (Jn 11 M tva nal to, rfcra 
tov Otov to. SitaKopriffniva o-waydyjj eis ty), and so of 
a deep dualism of moral state among mankind at 
large, a predisposition to accept or to reject the 
Light definitively revealed in Christ, according to 
the attitude to God implicit in each of two types 
of conduct (3 18 - 21 ). But all this, taken along with 
the absolute form in which the tests of kinship to 
God are set forth in his Epistles (' every one that 
doeth righteousness,' ' that loveth,' 1 Jn V* 4 7 -, cf. 
3 Jn u ), suggests that St. John distinguished be- 
tween a virtual, though latent, and an explicit or 
conscious sonship. The latter was the specific 
blessing brought by the gospel of Christ, the 
assurance or Knowledge of Divine sonship, after 
which even the best of men had l>efore sought in 
vain. In this respect the revelation in Christ was 
crucial. As Light, in an absolute moral sense, 
He brought all to a crisis or decision (uplait), forcing 
all hearts to reveal their inmost affinities — whether 
for ' the world ' and self, or for God and His 
righteousness and love. Implicit regeneration, 
where it already exists, thus passes into explicit 
regeneration. 

The more definite and psychologically mature 
character of the NT experience of Regeneration, 
as compared with that of the godly under the OT, 
is hinted in the words, ' 1 came that they may 
have Life, and have it in abundance ' ( 10 10 , cf . 4 M ). 

• As has been well said, ' the disciples are in a true sense 
Christ's in virtue ot the life of " the Christ " ' (Westcott, Tht 
Epistle* o/St. John, xlv). 
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It connects itself also with the Johannine emphasis 
on the specifically new presence of the Spirit with 
the Christian as such. Here two passages in the 
Gospel are crucial. Commenting on Christ's words, 
' He that believeth on me . . . out of his" belly 
shall flow rivers of living water,' St. John adds : 

* But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that 
believed on him were to receive — for (the) Spirit 
was not yet (given), because Jesus was not yet 
glorified ' (7 M,> ). Then, in the great Farewell Dis- 
course (Jn 14 16 ) he records his Master's promise 
that He would give the disciples ' another Helper ' 
or Paraclete, to supply what would be lacking of 
conscious support through the removal of His own 
bodily presence. This implies something fresh to 
their experience, and yet Jesus adds : ' Ye (already) 
have (experimental) knowledge of him, for at your 
side he abideth and in you he is * (Otitis yw&aKen 
aird, Sri rap' v/uf fUvfi koI iv vixiv i<rrlv). Here the 
contrast is a religious rather than a metaphysical 
or theological * one : it is a matter of the disciples' 
consciousness rather than of the Spirit's real pre- 
sence. They had implicit experience of His action, 
in their very experience of oneness of heart with 
their Master : in a little while this was to blossom 
out into recognition of His presence and support 
as the very ground of their assurance of abiding 
spiritual union with their glorified Lord and a 
share in His sonship. This is the thought which 
St. Paul grasped so firmly and expresses in the 
words, 'the Spirit himself beareth witness with 
our spirit that we are children of God' (Ro 8 16 , cf. 
"*•). But it is also what St John has in mind in 
saying that 'not yet was the Spirit,' i.e. the 
Spirit-consciousness of full sonship which marked 
Christians after Pentecost (7 s9 , cf. Ac 19 s ). 

St. John's doctrine of salvation, then, centres in 
Regeneration. In it man's truo or ideal destiny 
is realized through the initiative of the heavenly 
Father or the Spirit, responded to by the moral 
receptivity of obedience in the human heart or 
will : potential sonship becomes actual in a Life 
of communion that is at once human and Divine 
(1(P). Every man has the potency of two dia- 
metrically opposed personalities in him, by his 
natural birth. The one has, as it were, the start 
of the other, realizing itself along the line of 
sensuous, egoistic tendency — the line of least re- 
sistance morally. It is thus ' of the earth ' (3 31 ), 
' of the world ' ( 1 5 U 17 14 - 1 J n 2'« 4 s ), ' from below ' 
(8 s8 ), the sphere of « the ruler of this world ' (14*°). 
Those, then, in whom it reigns are morally 
' children of the devil ' (1 Jn 3 s - 10 , cf. Jn 8"). The 
other personality or character, on the contrary, 
owes its origin and vitality to God and that 
spiritual order of His which gradually dawns 
upon our ken with the emergence of reason and 
conscience. Thus it is, when produced in a man 
by Divine grace (6**) — though not without the co- 
operation of human volition (3 wt 5*° 8**) — a life 
« from heaven ' (3 17 ), ' notof the world ' (15 19 17 M - 1S ), 

* from above ' (like the Son himself, 8 a ), ' of God ' 
(1 Jn 3» 5«- ,8 ) or 'of the Father' (1 Jn 2"). To 
save one of these lives is to lose the other ( 12 M ) : 
the life of the one means the death of the other (as 
in the Synoptics). 

C. Connected Summary.— Regeneration is the 
final form in which biblical religion conceives that 
profound spiritual change whereby sinful man 
comes into real and abiding communion with God. 
Accordingly, one must recognize in regeneration 
the virtual synonym of various other soteriological 
terms, such as Repentance, Conversion, Justifica- 
tion, or Forgiveness, and even Consecration or 

* The usual reading irrmi, instead of irr/i (BD* 1. 22. 69. 26). 
254 it P , « r syr. cur. pesh. bo Tat Kmh - Lcif). is probably due to 
failure to see this, and the consequent attempt to harmonize 
the statement with the future (3«ro) above. 



Sanctification in that radical sense which consti- 
tutes the believer as such 'a saint.' But as 
' regeneration ' sets forth the change in question 
in a specially inward or vital way, it hardly 
emerges as an explicit doctrine in the OT, and 
does so but gradually even in the NT. We have 
seen that in Christ's own ordinary preaching, an 
given in the Synoptics, regeneration is set forth 
in purely religious and ethical fashion, in terms of 
the will rather than in a manner more abstract. 
This popular aspect of the matter meets us again 
in early Judseo- Christianity, before highly trained 
minds like St. Paul and the writer to ' Hebrews ' 
had brought the categories of Rabbinic and Hel- 
lenistic psychology to bear on the data of Christian 
experience. Repentance, not regeneration, stands 
in the forefront of the early preaching in Acts, as 
also of that under which 'the Hebrews' had be- 
lieved (He 6 I,e ); and thereby men were qualified 
for entrance into the Messianic community in 
baptism, in which they received the ' seal ' of the 
Spirit's manifested gifts. The more inward and 
secret operation of the Spirit, implied in penitence 
and trust, had not as yet received due notice. 
This side of things, indeed, was largely hidden 
from those whose outlook and conceptiori of Sal- 
vation were still primarily eschatological. 

Hence St. Paul s unique experience of the gospel 
as power of God in the soul, and as an essentially 

S resent Salvation, marks an epoch in the NT 
^ octrine of Regeneration. His deeply self-reveal- 
ing consciousness of sin gave him to see, traced 
within, the process by which new moral energy 
was received, and to realize the Divine quickening 
involved in man's experience of repentance and 
faith. He saw that human nature embraced two 
principles, opposed in tendency to each other, and 
competing for the control of man's settled personal 
will. In actual human nature the lower or sensu- 
ous (\LvxiKbt>) and self-centred principle, called ' the 
flesh (ffdpf), had the upper hand and determined 
the quality of man's moral life : and the outcome 
was 'death' towards God and His righteousness. 
But in Jesus Christ, who was a ' second ' or new 
type of manhood, of heavenly origin (6 Se&repot 
ivOpurrot c'£ ovpavoD), and ' spiritual ' in contrast to 
the 'sensuous' or 'earthy type of Adam ic man- 
hood (1 Co 15 48 " 47 ), a new basis was laid for 
humanity. To believers this Saviour became ' a 
quickening spirit' (xreOjia faoxotovv), turning the 
scale decisively against 'the flesh,' and setting 
free, as if by a resurrection, the enthralled higher 
nature (rod or TreO/ia), before as good as dead, by 
filling it with Divine energy or life (mtOpa iytov) 
akin to His own, in virtue of which He rose vic- 
torious over death. A man so vivified by the 
Spirit of God, and after the likeness of Christ, 
was in very deed a new moral being (icaiH) ktUtis), 
a son of God, by Divine re-creative action and 
adoption. The Spirit replaced the flesh as prime 
determinant of will and conduct; and therewith 
' the old man,' the moral state of the individual by 
nature, gave way to ' the new man,' the state in 
which the human will is in harmony with the 
Divine in principle, and normally so in practice 
likewise. ' Cleaving to the Lord, the soul ' is one 
spirit' with Him (1 Co 6 17 ), animated by one and 
the same life that is in Christ, the Head of the 
new humanity, a life that is essentially of God and 
Divine. 

This deeper idea of Salvation seems certainly to 
have left its trace on St. Peter's later thought, to 
judge by 1 P. Possibly also it affected the form 
in which St. John himself interpreted the new 
Life which had been manifested, first among the 
original disciples, and then in them. Yet there 
were elements in St. John's doctrine proper to his 
own experience, both of his Master's teaching and 
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of the Light and Life in himself and others. He 
shared with St. Paul the idea of moral dualism as 
rooted in a dualism of elements in human nature. 
On the one hand man was related to ' the world ' 
of sense and of self (the flesh), on the other he 
was akin to God, as sensitive to His word and 
so potentially His 'child' in deed and in truth. 
St. Paul thought most of the new experience in 
itself, speaking of the regenerate man as a ' new 
(moral) creature,' or as a 'son' in respect of 
definite status and privileges in relation to God 
throngh faith in Christ and hy virtue of the Spirit 
(2 Co 5", Gal 3 M 4 1 " 7 , lio 8" "- »). Thus it is a 
question of a new status or condition into which 
a man is brought by a definite act. Adoption 
(vlodtaia), by which the transition is made from the 
opposite states of serfdom, wretchedness, aliena- 
tion, death (Gal 3* «- 7 , Ro 7* 8« "): so that the 
full effect of such adoption waits upon man's 
emancipation from ' the bondage of cormption ' in 
•the redemption of our body' (Ro 8* ):a ). St. 
John, on the other hand, thought rather of the 
intrinsic nature of the 'eternal life' quickened in 
believers, of the wonder and glory of its origin in 
God— the Divine nature germinating as ' seed ' in 
the human soul, and by a new birth begetting a 
new personality. Thus it is his writings which 
present the most classic statement of the doctrine 
of Regeneration, as ' that work of the Holy Spirit 
in a man by which a new life of holy love, like the 
life of God, is initiated.' 

Aside from this main line of development stand 
St. James and the writer ' to Hebrews.' 

The former thinks of the origin of the higher 
life in the soul in terms of the Wisdom literature 
of the OT and of writers like Philo.* ' The word 
of truth,' ' the inborn word,' or ' the wisdom from 
above,' is the medium of God's creative action on 
the soul, by ' the Spirit which he hath caused to 
dwell in us ' (1» 8 ; M 3" 4»). To the latter, men are 
essentially 'spirits,' placed by 'the Father of 
spirits' in the body, to be disciplined and puri- 
fied with a view to conscious sonship, and so to 
the 'glory' of the spiritual and real world of 
which the visible is but the poor shadow (l^-** 
2io 12*-*). Hence the work of grace is set forth 
as moral enlightenment and purification of the con- 
science (6* 10* 1 9' 4 10*), believers being ' those who 
have been illumined.' The vital and dynamic 
aspects are not, indeed, absent (5 u -6 8 ) ; but the 
renewal effected in the fundamental change of 
heart which the NT everywhere recognizes in 
Repentance (6 8 ), is to him a matter of divinely- 
given insight into th,e realities of the moral and 
spiritual world, and a corresponding obedience. 
The Christian ' tastes the word of Goa to be good,' 
and as he feeds u]>on the oracles of God he gains 
an ever more refined perception of shades of moral 
and spiritual truth (6* 6"). This, the writer's own 
emphasis (as distinct from his readers' type of 
thought), is Hellenistic and ' Alexandrine, being 
largely paralleled in the so-called Epistle of Bar- 
nabas, as well as in 1 Clement and a good deal of 
2nd cent. Christian literature. 

But differently as the NT writers do, in some 
respects, conceive the great experience whereby 
the moral centre of gravity in a man's life changes 
from self to God, they are unanimous on one car- 
dinal point. And that is the constant relation of 
the * word of God,' made vital to the conscience 
and heart, as the means, and of faith as the con- 
dition of the change. 

LmwTusi. — The special literature of this subject is rather 
scanty. Considerable sections on it exist in the larger works 

" Philo represents God and the Logos as sowing in the 
womb of the soul the seed of virtues, and so making it preg- 
nant and bear : e.g. Leg. alUg. iii. 61, iimwiwm yhp wi tf 



on biblical theology (e.g. Weiss and Holtzmann in particular), as 
also in systems of Dogmatic (e.g. Kothe, Thomasius, Martensen, 
Dorner). But attempts at a strictly historical and genetic 
account of the biblical doctrine, on the basis of an adequate 
literary criticism, are singularly few : J. Kostlin's art. ' Wieder- 
geburt,' in PRE* xvii. 75 ft., seems the best available, but is 
no longer sufficient. The Angut Lecture on 'Regeneration' 
(1897), so far as it deals with the biblical material, is quite 
uncritical and conventional Much matter bearing on our 
doctrine Is to be found in studies of the doctrine of the several 
NT writers, often under other, but kindred, headings, e.g. 
Adoption, Conversion, Faith, Justification, Repentance, Son- 
ship. As examples may be cited, J. B. Mayor, Epittle of Jamet, 
appended Comment on 'Regeneration,' pp. 186-189; A. B. 
Bruce, St. Pautt Conception of Christianity, chs. x.-xiii., and 
esp. ch. xvii., 'The Christian Life ' (though it unduly minimizes 
8t. Paul's recognition of growth in the new life) ; Westcott, 
Epistle* of St. John, added Mote on 'Children of God,' p. 

122 a. J. V. Bartlet. 

REGISTER.— See Genealogy, vol. ii. p. 121. 

REHABIAH (n;?irj and irorn «Jah is wide*). 
—The eponym of a Levitical family, said to be 
descended from Eliezer, one of the sons of Moses, 
1 Ch 23 17 24" (LXX 'Po«/3«d) 26* (B 'Pa/Siaj, A 
"Paa/Haj)- 

REHOB (3*irn and arn).— 1. (B 'PodS [2 S'Po<£/9], A 
"Po(i/3) A town at the northern end of the valley 
of the Jordan, most probably the same as Beth- 
REHOB (which see), or which the exact site is un- 
known. In P's narrative of the spies Rehob is 
mentioned (Nn 13") as the most northerly limit of 
their explorations, and is further defined as ' at the 
entering in of Hauiath,' i.e. at the entrance of the 
great depression between the mountains of Lebanon 
and Hermon, which connects Palestine and Ccele- 
Syria. P's phrase, therefore, 'from the wilder- 
ness of Zin unto Rehob,' is merely a variation of 
the more usual formula ' from Dan to Beersheba.' 
With this agrees the notice in Jg 18 27 '-, where the 
new settlement of the Danites at Laish (or Leshem, 
Jos 19") is described as situated ' in the valley that 
lieth by Beth-rehob.' In the reign of David the 
valley of Beth-rehob (2 S 10 6 ) or Rehob (v. 8 ) was 
the seat of a petty Aramiean kingdom (cf. 1 S 14 47 , 
LXX Lag.), like the neighbouring Beth-maacah or 
Abel of Beth-maacah. Robinson (BRP* iii. p. 371) 
identified the town with the ruins of Hunin in the 
valley of Huleh ; but this site is too far south. 
More probable is the view of Buhl (GAP p. 240), 
who suggests that it corresponded to the later 
Paneas (Banias). It is true that many writers 
have identified this town with the ancient Dan 
(Reland, Palcestina, p. 918 f. ; Thomson, Land 
and Book, ii. 547 ; and recently G. A. Smith, 
HGHL pp. 473, 480 f.) ; but, in view of the explicit 
statement of Eusebius (OS* 275. 33, 249. 32, cf. 
Jerome, to. 136. 1 1 ) that Dan was four miles distant 
from Paneas, we should probably identify Dan with 
the modern Tel el -Kladi (kadi= l judge ' = Dan). 

2. (B 'Pad/3, A'Pow/3) A town belonging to the 
tribe of Asher, the exact site of which is unknown. 
It was presumably near to great Zidon (Jos 19 38 ), 
and was afterwards assigned, together with its 
suburbs, to the Gershonite Levites (Jos 21", 1 Ch 
6 7B ). It is therefore to be distinguished from — 

3. (B 'PaaO, A 'Paw/3), which is also mentioned as 
belonging to Asher, and was apparently near the 
seacoast (Jos 19*). According to Jg 1 S1 Rehob 
was one of the cities which were still retained by 
their Canaanite inhabitants. Very possibly it is 
the city referred to in the Egyptian lists cited by 
Muller (Asien u. Europa, p. 153). 

Liter ati'rb. — Thomson, Land and Book, ii. 547 ; Robinson, 
BRP* iii. p. 371 ; SWP i. p. 1391T. ; Baedeker*, p. 2GSf. ; G. A. 
Smith, BUHL, I.e. ; Buhl, GAP pp. «6f., 112f., 237-240; 
Stanley, Sinai and PaUttine, p. 400 ; Moore, Judge*, p. 389 f. 
and p. 61 f. 

4. ('Pad/}) The father of Hadadezer, king of Zobab 
(2 S 8»- »). 
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3. (K 'PoJ/3, A'Pow/3, B om.) One of those who 
sealed the covenant (Neh 10"). 

J. F. Stenning. 

REHOBOAM (o^an-i 'the people is enlarged,' or 
perhaps ''Am is wine,' cf. Jlenabiah [see Gray, HPN 
52, note 1, 59 f.] ; 'Po^odn, Roboam). — The narrative 
of this reign is contained in 1 K 1 l* s -12 24 14- 1 ", 2 Ch 
9*M2. 'Ample in foolishness (nSiK am) and lack- 
ing understanding, Rehoboam by [his counlscl let 
loose [the peo]ple ' (Sir AT 23 , Cowley and Neubauer's 
translation). Such is the judgment of the son of 
Sirach, as he pauses in his ' praise of famous men' 
for the inevitable notice of the collapse of Israel as 
a world power, and the frustration of the proud 
hopes of Solomon that had found expression in the 
name he had bestowed on his heir. The Christian 
historian, who recognizes that the function of the 
chosen race was to be the custodian of the oracles 
of God and source, according to the flesh, of the 
Saviour of the world, can easily perceive that this 
prceparatio Evangelii was, humanly speaking, ren- 
dered possible only by that checking of the material 
development of the nation of Israel which resulted 
from the disruption of Solomon's empire. But to 
the Jewish patriot the maiming of his country's 
life must always have seemed an unmixed evil. The 
apparent immediate cause — Kehoboam's fatuous 
insolence— was merely the pretext for the revolu- 
tion that took place on his accession. As is the 
case in every other turning-point of history, the 
true cause of the issue must be sought for beneath 
the surface, in social and religious forces which 
had been at work long before. 

There was, in the first place, the political ques- 
tion. It was the normal condition of things that 
Kphraim should envy Judah, and Judah vex 
Ephraim. From the time of the earliest settle- 
ment in Canaan the North and the South had stood 
apart. The Bk. of Judges exhibits the northern 
tribes welded together by common resistance to 
the various oppressors. Judah never joins them, 
even when the attack comes from the south. It 
may have been that co-operation was difficult 
owing to the line of Canaanitish fortresses, such as 
Jebus, Gezer, and Ekron, that extended across the 
country from east to west. It may have been that 
the spirit of nationality was weaker in Judah and 
Simeon as a consequence of their greater laxity 
with regard to intermarriage with and adoption of 
native families ; if indeed we should not rather 
regard it as a cause of this laxity. Be that as it 
may, we find the distinction between Israel and 
Judah noted in the first army raised by Saul (1 S 
ll 8 ), and immediately after Saul's death an open 
breach occurred. David laboured hard to break 
down this antagonism. His transference of the 
seafof government from the purely Judahite 
Hebron to Jerusalem was a compromise with the 
northern tribes. Yet in his reign Israel twice 
rebelled. David's policy was continued by his 
successor ; Solomon's division of the land for com- 
missariat purposes (1 K 4 7IT -) was evidently an 
attempt to obliterate the old tribal boundaries. 
That this attempt was in some degree successful 
may be inferred from the fact that the boundary 
between the dominions of Rehoboam and Jeroboam 
so ran as to include in the southern kingdom a 
portion of Benjamin, and the greater part of the 
southern settlement of Dan. A succession of 
monarchs of the commanding personality of David 
or Solomon might have completed the unification 
of the tribes, but Solomon presumed too much on 
his personal prestige. The odious levy of forced 
labour, and that, too, for the adornment of an 
upstart capital, and the ceaseless exactions for the 
supply of the royal table (LXX 1 K 12- 4 "), had long 
rankled in the hearts of the proud Ephraimitos. 
Add to this that the character of Solomon's suc- 



cessor, as one ' not fit to be a ruler nor to be a prince 1 
(LXX 1 K 12**), must have been well known for 
many years. Every tiling, indeed, indicates that all 
preparations had been made for u revolution the 
moment Solomon should die. The Ephraimite Jero- 
boam, supported by a prophet's nomination and the 
favour of his tribe, was biding his time in Egypt, 
and treated there not as a runaway official, but as 
an exiled prince (LXX 2 K 12 3 *). The temper of 
the northern tribes was further shown in their de- 
termination to appoint liehoboam independently, 
if at all, and in their selection of Shechem, the 
chief sanctuary of Ephraim, as the place of as- 
sembly, thus ignoring the recent centralization of 
civil and religious administration at Jerusalem. 

This political movement was supported by a 
religious agitation in which two elements, ecclesi- 
astical and prophetical, may be discerned : on the 
part of the priests of the high places jealousy of 
the exclusive claims of the new temple at Jeru- 
salem, and on the part of the prophets a nobler 
zeal for Jehovah, called forth by the lax eclecticism 
of Solomon in his later years. As we see from the 
attitude of Nathan, the prophets had not cordially 
approved of the building of the temple, and they 
now probably thought that there was more chance 
of the national worship being preserved in its 
purity in the north. Reholioam's subsequent con- 
duct, indeed, quite justilied these alarms. He 
added to his father's innovations by sanctioning 
the erection of pillars of Baal and the worst abomi- 
nations of heathenism (1 K 14 s3 - w ), such as did not 
find a place in the northern kingdom until the reign 
of Ahab fifty years later. The Chronicler's account 
of Jeroboam's expulsion of priests and Levites, and 
of the rallying of the orthodox Israelites round 
Rehoboam (2 Ch ll 1 *" 18 ), is quite unsupported bv 
Kings, which (12 17 ) merely states that Rehoboam 's 
subjects included some residents of northern 
extraction. The special animus of the revolting 
tribes against the temple at Jerusalem possibly 
underlay their parting taunt, ' Now see to thine 
own house, David.' Josephus (Ant. VIII. viiL 3) 
understood it thus, ' We only leave to Rehoboam 
the temple which his father built.' Ahiiah and 
Shemaiah were right. 1 It was a thing brought 
about of the Lokd ' ; the pure monotheism of 
which Israel was privileged to be the exponent 
would have lieen sapped and destroyed by foreign 
cults, if the later Solomonic policj' had received no 
check. In after times this was forgotten ; and the 
later prophets, thinking solely of the political 
consequences of the disruption, refer to it as a 
supreme calamity (Is 7 17 , Zee 11"). 

The most important event in this reign is the 
invasion of Palestine by Shishak. This was one of 
the direct consequences of the division of the 
nation. Sesonchis, as Manet ho calls him, the first 
monarch of the 22nd dynasty, reversed the policy 
of his predecessor Psusennes, and displayed un- 
friendliness towards Solomon by sheltering his 
adversaries Had ad and Jeroboam. Notwithstand- 
ing the fact that Shemaiah had forbidden the 
employment of the huge army (reduced in LXX. 
B, to 120,000 men) which Rchottonm had mustered 
by the following year (LXX 1 K V3P**) in order to 
recover the kingdom lie had lost, yet ' there was 
war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam continu- 
ally' (1 K 14 30 ). In all probability Jeroboam, 
harassed by these border forays, called in the aid 
of his former protector. The lifteen towns which 
Rehoboam is said to have fortilied (2 Ch 1 1 6 " 10 ) are. 
with two exceptions, south of Jerusalem, as though 
an attack might be expected from that quarter. 
The invasion took place in Kehoboam's fifth year, 
and the prophetical historian justly sees in this 
humiliating calamity the scourge of God for the 
continued and aggravated national apostasy. Tha 
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statement of the Chronicler (2 Ch ll 17 ) that Reho- 
boaui's defection did not occur until his fourth 
year, and the story of his subsequent repentance 
(12 6 ), are obviously designed to bear out the theory 
of the original orthodoxy of the kingdom of Judah 
(see Abijah"s speech, 2 Ch 13 10 ), as well as to 
heighten the moral and dramatic effect of the 
story. Jerusalem docs not seem to have stood a 
siege. Resistance was hopeless. Shishak (herein 
acting treacherously, according to Joseph us) utterly 
denuded the temple and royal palace of their trea- 
sures, including the famous golden shields of 
Solomon's guard, to which the LXX (2 S 8 7 , 1 K 
14* 3 ) adds the golden shields taken by David from 
Hadudezer. Dean Stanley well points out that 
there is a grave irony in the historian's account 
(1 K 4 s8 ) of how the elaborate ceremony which had 
been observed with regard to the golden shields 
was continued in the case of their fcrazen substi- 
tutes. We learn from the Chronicler (2 Ch 12 s *) 
both the number of Shishak's host, to which 
Josephus adds 400,000 infantry, and also the 
nationalities of which it was composed — Libyans, 
Sukkiim ( = troglodytes, LXX and V ulg. ), and Ethi- 
opians. Ewalu (/// iv. 45) conjectures that Edom 
also joined in the invasion (see Jl There may 
still be seen on the south wall of the temple of 
Anion at Karnak an inscription — now partially 
defaced— which deals with this expedition. It gives 
the list of towns subjugated by Shishak. Some 
difficulty has been caused by the inclusion in this 
list not only of places in the south, such asShocoh, 
Gaza, Keilah, and perhaps Jerusalem, but also of 
many towns of Israel as far north as Megiddo. 
This does not contradict the biblical narrative, 
which confines itself to the invasion of Judah ; but 
it seems scarcely reconcilable with the hypothesis 
that Shishak invaded Palestine as Jeroboam's 
ally. However, Maspero (Journal of the Transac- 
tions of the Victoria Institute of Great Britain, vol. 
xxvii. p. 63) points out that ' the king of Israel in 
imploring the aid of Shishak against his rival had 
thereby made himself vassal to Egypt. This would 
suffice to make his towns figure at Karnak among 
the cities subjected in the course of the campaign. 
This is a more likely solution of the difficulty than 
Rawlinson's supposition (Spca/xr's Com. in loc), 
that these were Canaan ite or Levitical towns which 
hud taken Rehoboam's side. The names on this 
list are engraved on cartouches, over which appear 
the heads of men of various types, representing the 
inhabitants of each town. Considerable interest 
was formerly excited by one of these names, which 
Maspero transliterates Jaoud-ha-maluk or Jud- 
ham-melek. This was rendered by Rosellini ' king 
of Judah' (!), and the inference was a tempting 
one, that in the annexed figure we had a veritable 
portrait of Rehoboam himself. But Brugsch 
(Geogr. Ins. I. ii. p. 62), followed by Maspero, in- 
terprets it as the name of a village in Dan, Jehud, 
now el-Yehudtyeh, near Jaffa. ' The name bears 
the sign for " country," not for " person." ' See, 
further, Struggle of the Nations, 774. 

Some minor matters remain to be discussed. From Kings we 
learn the name of Rehoboam's chief wife onlv, Maacaii. But 
the Chronicler gives details about his domestic affairs, noting 
the name of a second wife, Mmialath, and perhaps of a third, 
Abiuail, who is mother of Mahalath according to the KV, but 
another wife of Rehoboam according to AV and RVm. Josephus 
reduces the number of his concubines to thirty. 

The rise in Judah of the power of the queen-mother is prob- 
ably to be attributed to Rehoboam's uxorlousness. His con- 
duct towards his sons, which is praised by the Chronicler, may 
hove rendered the accession of Abijah easier, but was not wise 
In the best sense of the term. 

According to the MT of 1 K 14» and 2 Ch 12" Rehoboam was 
41 years of age at his accession, and reigned 17 years. He 
would then have been bom before Solomon came to the throne. 
Rawlinson would read, with some M88, 21 in this passage, on 
the ground, perhaps, that the insolence of Rehobouni to the 
Israelites is more like the conduct of a petulant youth than of 
a UiAa of mature age. More weight must be given to the second 



Greek account,. which in 1 K says that Rehoboam was 16 
years of age at his accession, and that he reigned 12 years. The 
statement of Abijah (2 Ch 137) that Rehoboam was 1 young and 
tender-hearted * (a^rip, i.e. ' fainthearted,' see Dt 20*) at the 
time of the rebellion must not be pressed. 

There is one other important chronological difference between 
the second Greek account and our present Hebrew text. In 
the latter, Jeroboam, even if he took no personal share in the 
negotiations with Rehoboam (1 K 1220), certainly left Egypt 
immediately after Solomon's death ; whereas in LXX 1 K 
12*.Md-f the marriage of Jeroboam to Shishak's sister-in-law, and 
the birth of his son Abilah, occur in Egypt after Rehoboam's 
accession. But this whole story is in a very confused condition, 
and is antecedently less probable than that preserved in the 
common text. See Jbkoboam ; and cf. Swete, Int. to OT in (Jr. 

2«f. n. J. D. White. 

REHOBOTH.— 1. The name given by Isaac to a 
well of which he was allowed by A hi melee Ire herd- 
men to take peaceable possession. This was after 
two previous wells dug by Isaac's servants had led 
to strife, and the name of the third was called 
Rehoboth (niarrj 'wide spaces,' LXX Etpvxupia) 
because, said Isaac, 'now the Lord hath made 
room (hirhtbh) for us,' Gn 26- (J). Palmer (Desert 
of the Exodus, 383) describes a very ancient well 
on the north-east side of the Wady es-Sa'di (eight 
hours south of Becreiicba), which he is inclined to 
identify with the Rehoboth of this passage. The 
name Rtthaibeh still lingers in the neighbourhood, 
being applied to a wady close by. The objections 
of Robinson (BRF 2 i. 197) to this identification are 
strangely pointless. It is not improbable (cf. 
Kbnig and Sayce in Expos. Times, xi. [1900] pp. 
239, 377) that the Rehoboth of Gn 26-- is also the 
Rubiiti or Rubtite of the Tel el-Amarna letters 
(Winckler, Nos. 183 and 239 ; Petrie, 256 and 260), 
although Sayce (in Early Israel, 289) and Petrie 
(Syria and Eqypt from the Tell el-Amarna Letters, 
180) prefer to mnke Rubuti^ Rabb&h of Jos 15**, 
and Hommel (AIIT 234 f.) identifies it with Kiriath- 
arba (Hebron), which he supposes to have been 
called RobdOt, ' the four quarters.' 

2. In the list of kings of Edom contained in 
Gn 36 3,ff * one of the names is Shaul ' from Reho- 
both of the River' (in;n rnairp v. 37 ; LXX [A ; B is 
defective here] ^<c 'Pow^wfl tj/j wopd 7roroft6y, and so 
A in the parallel passage 1 Ch l 48 , B om.). The 
situation of this Rehoboth is quite uncertain. It 
is not even clear whether it should be sought in 
Edom or elsewhere. The Notitia Dignitatum (c. 
29) makes it Edomite, and Eusebius and Jerome 
(in the Onomasticon) locate it in Gebalene, i.e. 
Idumasa ; but the analogy of other OT passages 
where 'the River' (in'n) is spoken of absolutely, 
would lead us to think of the Euphrates, in which 
event Rehoboth might be RaJiaba on the western 
bank of that stream, somewhat to the south of the 
Chaboras. Winckler (Gesch. i. 192) would (doubt- 
fully) place it between Palestine and Egypt, under- 
standing the ")?} here to be the Wady el-'Arish, the 
' River (Stjj wady) of Egypt ' of Nu 34 s etc. 

The name Rehoboth, owing to its meaning, would 
be likely to be very widely ditl'used (see Knobel on 
Gn 36 s7 , and cf. W. Max Mullet, Asien u. Eump.i, 
134). J. A. Sei.BIE. 

REH0B0TH-IR (fj nhrn, AV 'the citv Roho- 
both,' AVm 'the streets of the city'; LXX A ij 
'PowpCus xoXti, Z> 'I'owpbO t., E 'Powjtfwfl x. ; Vulg. 
platete civitatis). — One of the four cities built by 
Asshur (RV by Nimrod) in Assyria, the others 
being Nineveh (regarded as the later capital), 
Resen (Res-fini, Sayce), and Calah, now Niniroud 
(Gn 10"). There has been much discussion as to 
the identity of this site, and Assyrian literature 
has not furnished us with any geographical city- 
name with which it could be identified. Indeed 
it is hardly likelv that we should come across it 
there, except under a different form, for neither of 
the component parts of the name is really As- 
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Syrian, Rihobotk, as Delitzsch has shown, being 
ribitu, ' broad, open spaces,' whilst '»> would be 
represented by the common word dlu, 'city.' It 
has been objected that the Heb. scribe would not 
have translated ribitu, but would have transcribed 
it, just as he has transcribed Resen, without the 
guttural ; for the Assyrians as a rule pronounced 
neither the soft guttural r*, nor the s. This, 
however, cannot be regarded as conclusive, for the 
Heb. scribe has, to all appearance, translated, and 
not transcribed, the Assyrian dlu in the word 'tr, 
'city.' It would therefore seem that we must not 
transcribe, but translate, the Heb. Rilwbotk'ir, 
and this, in Assyrian, would be rSbet dli, ' the broad 
spaces (squares) of the city,' and regard the ex- 
pression, with Delitzsch, as referring to the name 
of Nineveh, which immediately precedes. Delitzsch 
compares the Heb. expression with the rSbit Ninua, 
' broad place of Nineveh,' in Esarhaddon 1. 23, and 
the probability is that he is right in his identifica- 
tion. Through this part of the city, probably a 
suburb, Esarhaddon caused the heads of the kings 
of Kundi and Sidon to be carried in procession with 
singing, etc. ; and, as he thus specially mentions 
it, it must have been a sufficiently important place. 
It is apparently this same place of which Sargon, 
Esarhaddon's grandfather, speaks in his Cylinder 
Inscription, 1. 44, in connexion with the peopling 
of Magganubba : ' The city Magganubba, which 
lay like a pillar at the foot of the mountain Musri, 
above the springs and the broad place of Nineveh' 
(rSbit Nind). This text would therefore seem to 
make Magganubba the old name of Dftrsargina or 
Khorsabad, and the rfbit Nind must have lain be- 
tween that city and Nineveh, but much nearer to 
the latter. If the places referred to are named in 
the order in which they actually occurred, their 
relative positions would be (1) the mountain Musri, 
(2) the city Magganubba, (3) the springs, (4) the 
rSbit Nind, (5) Nina or Nineveh itself. 

Literature. — Deli ttsch , Parodies, p. 281; Schroder, COTi. 
p. 101 ; Riehm, Handworterbuch ; and the Calmer Bibellexikoti, 

»•«>. T. G. Pinches. 

REHUM (oirrj).— 1. One of the twelve heads of 
the Jewish community who are said to have re- 
turned with Zerubbabel, Ezr 2* (B om., A 'IpeoO/i). 
In the parallel passage Neh V the name appears, 
perhaps by a copyist's error, as Nehum (LXX 
Naoufi) ; in 1 Es 5 8 it is RoiMUS (LXX 'Ptxifios). 
2. ' The chancellor,' who, along with Shimshai the 
scribe and others, wrote a letter to king Artaxerxes, 
which had the effect of stopping for the time the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem, Ezr 4 8 - "• » In 1 Es 2 W 
he is called Rathumus. The title for Chancellor 
(o$rc?-^;:a, lit. 'lord of judgment'), being misunder- 
stood by the LXX, appears in the latter passage 
as a proper name {'P&Bvftoi koI BcI\tc0uo«) ; see 
Beeltethmus. In Ezr 4 8 B has 'PaoiX paSarafUv, 
in v.»'Paotyt /SdaX, and in v." 'Paoi>« /SaXyd/x, while 
A has uniformly 'Peofy*" paaXrdu. 3. A Levite who 
helped to repair the wall, Neh 3" (B Beuroitf, 
gA 'PaotV)- 4. One of those who sealed the cove- 
nant, Neh 10 s * < w > ('Paovu). 5. (dti) The eponym of 
a priestly family which returned with Zerubbabel, 
Neh 1*2? (BA om., «"« 'Peovfi). The name orn 
in this last instance is not improbably a textual 
error for om Harim, cf. v. 1 *. J. A. Selbie. 

REI (Heb. probably = 'the Lord is a friend'; 
Pesh. Q * S>3 [m, y and 5 being confounded]; 

LXX B TV*. A 'P v <rtl ; Vulg. Rei, Rhei).— Accord- 
ing to the MT of 1 K l 8 this is the name of one 
of the influential supporters of Solomon at the 
critical moment wheu Adonijah was preparing to 
dispute the succession to the throne. It is im- 
possible to be quite certain that the reading is 



correct, but the balance of evidence is in its favour. 
Lucian's Za/ialaf ncal ol iraipoi airrov ol 6mtt Suvarol 
rests on a different division of the Hebrew letters, 
not a different text— 'an vyi instead of 'im »m. 
Jos. Ant. VII. xiv. 4, has 6 baovl&ov <pl\os, thns 
making Shimei into the ' friend,' the royal official 
of 2 S 16" 16", and, with Lucian, getting rid of 
Rei altogether. But if Josephus is supposed to be 
following a Heb. original pretty closely, that 
original would here be njrjri in or Ji^jn nj-i, and it 
is not easy to believe that the much longer form 
of the MT, th^ nyj? ontaim in, has grown out of 
this. Klostermann's conjectural emendation, nbS? 
'Til (Die Bucher Sam. u. Kim. p. 263), scarcely 
commends itself (see Benzinger, ad loc.), nor is 
there sufficient support for Winckler's (Uesch. ii. 
247) identification or Rei with 'Ira, or, as he would 
spell it, Ya'ir of 2 S 20 s6 . 

As to the pair of names, Shimei and Rei, Ewald 
(Gesch. iii. p. 266, note) thought that they might 
belong to the two brothers of David, Shammah 
and Raddai, who are mentioned 1 S 16* 17 u , 
1 Ch 2 U . But the double alteration of .Tjr into 'yi?r 
and T3 into 'yi i« somewhat unlikely. Perhaps 
one may add that the LXX 'Pno-i seems to have 
originated in a mistaken reading of * for y. 

Assuming that Rei must stand in the text, it is 
fairly certain that the man thus designated was 
an officer of the royal guard. The important part 
played by these troops in determining the suc- 
cession to the throne, as well as the mention of 
the gibbtirim immediately after Shimei and Rei, 
points in this direction. J. Taylor. 

REINS. — This name for the kidneys is now 
obsolete, though RV retains it in ai 11 its 18* 
occurrences in AV. It comes from Lat. renes the 
kidneys, through Old Fr. reins, while 'kidneys' is 
of Scand. origin. The word was always used with 
some freedom. Thus Cov. translates Ezk 29 7 ' Yff 
they leaned upon the, thou brakest, and hurtdest 
the reynes of their backes ' ; and in AV it is once 
used for the loins (Is 11 s ). This indefiniteness and 
not any sense of its becoming antiquated must 
have led the A V translators to use the word only 
figuratively, to express those feelings or emotions 
which were understood by the Hebrews to have 
their seat in the kidneys. Only in the marg. of 
Lv 22* is the literal use found. The lit. sense is 
common enough in writers of the day and later. 
Thus Bacon, Essays, p. 205, ' Bowling is good for 
the Stone and Reines ; and Milton, PL vL 346 — 

* For Spirits, that live throughout 
Vital io every part- not, as frail Man, 
In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins— 
Cannot but by annihilating die.' 

' When,' says Driver (Par. Psalter, 454), ' it is said 
of God that he trieth (or seeth) the " hearts and 
reins" (Ps I 9 , Jer ll 28 17 10 20"), it is implied that 
He is cognizant of man's emotions and affections, 
not less than of his thoughts.' See Kidneys. 

J. Hastings. 
REKEM (Ojyj)-— 1. One of the five kinglets of 
Midian who were slain by the Israelites, under 
Moses, Nu 31 8 (BA 'P6ko/x), Jos 13 al (B 'Pi/3o<c, A 
'P6ko.u). Like his companions, he is called in Numbers 
ifo ('king'), but in Joshua *Mrj ('prince,' 'chief- 
tain'). 2. Eponym of a Calebite family, 1 Ch 2" 
(B'P^kom, A 'P6koh) u (LXX follows a different read- 
ing, B having 'IcxXdV and A'UpKadf, a repetition of 
the name in the preceding clause, which appears in 
Heb. as Yorkfdm : see Jorkeam). 3. The eponym 
of a clan of Machir, 1 Ch 7 18 (AV and RV Rakem, 
but this is simply the pausal form, ojji, of the Heb. 

• To the 15 in the Concordances add 2 Es 5", Wis 1«, 1 Mac 
2M, which we have found in the Apocrypha. A new Concord, to 
the Apocr. is much needed. Cruden gives only one of those 
three. The S.P.C.K. Concord, is a reprint of Cruden. 
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name; LXX om.). 4. A. city of Benjamin, men- 
tioned with Irpeel and Taralah, Jos IX" (B Noxcb-, 
or perhaps om., A'PAce/i). The site has not been 
identified. 

RELIGION.— For the religion of Israel, see God, 
Israel. It is referred to in AV under the name 
of ' the Jews' religion' (6 'IovBeu<rn6i) in 2 Mac 8 1 14* 8 
(nearer the beginning of this verse the same word 
is tr* ' Judaism '), as well as in Gal l 1 '* M , but the 
thought is rather of the outward forms than the 
inner spirit. We read also in 2 Mac 6** of going 
to a ' strange religion ' (<i» &\\<xpv\i<Tfi6y). Else- 
where in AV the word is used generally of the 
outward manifestation of religious life, the Gr. 
words being ayvela (1 Mac 14 s6 marg.), \arpela 
(1 Mac 1« 2' 9 - *), and tyij<r«(a (Ja 1*- K ). This 
sense of the outicard expression attached strongly 
to the word throughout the time of the English 
translations of the Bible from Wyclif to AV 
(though Tind. has ' devocion ' in Ja 1*- See 
Trench's remarks in Study of Words, p. 9f., Eng- 
lish Past and Present, p. 249 f., and Select Glos- 
sary, p. 183 f.; and cf. Elyot, Governour, ii. 191, 
' He therfore nat onely increased within the citie 
Temples, alters, cerenionyes, preestes, and sondry 
religions, but also ... he brought all the people 
of Rome to suche a devocion, or (as I mouglit 
saye) a supersticion, that . . . they by the space 
of xlii yeres (so longe reigned Nunia), gave them 
selfe all as it were to an observaunce of religyon ' ; 
and Latimer, Sermons, 3SJ2, ' For religion, pure 
religion, I say, standeth not in wearing of a 
monk's cowl, but in righteousness, justice, and 
well doing.' • J. HASTINGS. 

REM ALIAH (w.^cn ; 'Po^Xtas). — The father of 
king Pf.kah, 2 K 15**- lo'- 6 , 2 Ch 28 s , Is V- 8«. 
He appears to have been of humble origin, hence 
the disparaging allusion to Pekah as 'the son of 
Remaliah ' in Is 1* (cf. 1 S 10" ' the son of Kish ' ; 
20". » 22" 25'° 2 S 20' ' the son of Jesse ' ; 1 S 22" 
* thou son of A lii tub '). 

REHETH (nyj ; B 'Ptunai, A 'Pan&0). — A town of 
Jssachar, near En-gannim, Jos 19* 1 ; railed in 1 Ch 
e 8 "! 7 " Ramoth, and in Jos 21 a » (possibly by a wrong 
vocalization) Jarmuth. It appears to be the pres- 
ent village liamch, on a hilf to the south ot the 
plain of Dothan. See SWP vol. ii. sheet viii. 

C. R. C'ONDER. 

REMISSION.— See Forgiveness. 

REMPHAN.— See Rephan. 

RENDINO OF GARMENTS.— See Mourning. 

REPENT, REPENTANCE (enj, aw, ptrwot'ur, 
4rurrpt4*w, fierafUXtaOai • OJji, f>t(T&voia, iviorpoifrli). — 
The usual meaning of onj (? from an onomatopoetic 
root signifying to pant or groan) is to change one's 
mind or purpose out of pity for those whom one's 
actions nave affected, or because the results of an 
action have not fulfilled expectation. In this 
sense repentance is attributed not only to man, 
but to God (Gn 6 6 , Ex 32 14 ). With reference to 
sin, Dtjj is found only in Jer 8" and Job 42*. The 
idea of repentance from sin is in other cases ex- 
pressed by the verb aw" 'to turn.' Though the 
change in the direction of the will is here in the 
foreground, a change in inner disposition is always 
presupposed. The turning from sin is emphatically 
a matter of conduct, but it is also a matter of the 
heart (Jl 2"), and it has as its elements enlighten- 
ment (Jer 31 u ), contrition (Ps 51 Sff -), longing for 
God's forgiveness, and trust in God (Hos 14 2 ). In 
their direct appeals to the people, the prophets 
naturally think of repentance in a purely ethical 
vol. iv.— 15 



way as a function of the will : Ezekiel even calls 
upon them to make themselves a new heart and a 
new spirit (Ezk 18 31 ). But reflexion on the facts 
of exj>erience quickly leads to the discovery that 
the will is not the only, or even the main, factor 
in the case. Behind the will lie the spiritual 
forces that move it to action, and behind these 
again, God. Moreover, the new life, which is the 

Ksitive side of repentance, cannot be called into 
ing by the mere fiat of the will. The spiritual 
facts and forces, in and through which God is 
working, thus advance into the foreground, and 
the prophets are led from the causality of the will 
to the causality of God, from the ethical to the 
religious standpoint. God Himself creates the 
new heart (Ps 51 10 , Ezk W* B -) ; His law converts 
the soul (Ps 19 7 ) ; His people turn when He turns 
them (Jer 31 18 }. In despair of a generation bound 
by the tradition and habit of evil, Jeremiah looks 
into the future for some new manifestation of 
Divine power, which shall effect a radical change 
in the inner disposition of the people (Jer 31 s5 ). 

Beyond a genuine repentance the prophets know 
of no other condition attaching to God's forgive- 
ness and favour (Dt 30"*, Jer 17", Ps 32 s ). And 
the idea of repentance is set up in its moral purity, 
everything merely external and statutory being 
stripped away. In primitive Hebrew religion the 
offender brought a gift to God to appease Him ; 
he fasted, rent his garments, and by an attitude 
of mourning and humiliation sought to make his 
prayer for pardon impressive and effectual. But 
of all this the prophets and psalmists will hear 
nothing. God does not desire such things (Hos 
5 8 6 6 , Is 1™, Jer 6* l* a - 14 13 , Ps 50 10 ). The sacri- 
ficial forms with which atonement was associ- 
ated are ignored as worthless or condemned as 
noxious (Am 5 s3 , Mic 6 4ff -, Jer 7 slff -, Ps 40" 51"). 
The sacrifice pleasing to God is that of a broken 
and contrite heart (Ps 51 1 "-). No attempt is made 
by the prophets to take the sacrificial system into 
the service of a purer faith, whether by a process 
of moral reinterpretation, or by going back on an 
original but forgotten meaning. In process of 
time the system was to some extent ethicised ; 
but its atonement (which presupposed repentance 
in the transgressor) was available only for sins of 
inadvertence (Nu 15 i7 - *). The place of repentance 
as condition of forgiveness is not due to any idea 
of its meritorious character. The idea of merit — 
which never attaches itself to a genuine moral act, 
but always to some external form or accompani- 
ment-is foreign to the spiritof the OT. If God 
forgives, it is because it is His nature and pre- 
rogative to do so (Is 43 a ) ; and that He will not 
reiect the prayer of the penitent is accepted as 
self-evident to the moral sense. 

In the later Judaism the idea of repentance is 
not indeed lost sight of, but, in Pharasaic circles 
at least, external acts of penitence, such as fast- 
ing, have usurped the place of the inner spirit, 
and to these acts the idea of merit has attached 
itself. In the preaching of the Baptist it again 
emerges in its pristine moral purity, as the one 
condition of escape from approaching judgment 
(Mt 3 M -). 

There are two words in the NT which convey 
the idea of repentance, nertwoeiv and iTtiarpt^iv, 
though, as we shall see, the idea appears also under 
other forms of expression. These words derive 
their moral content not from Greek but from 
Jewish and Christian thought, nothing analogous 
to the biblical conception of repentance and con- 
version being known to the Greeks. If respect be 
had to their literal meaning, the first presents 
repentance in its negative aspect, as a change of 
mind, a turning from sin ; the second, in its posi- 
tive aspect, as a turning to God. Both have, how- 



Digitized by 



Google 



226 REPENT, REPENTANCE 



REPHAIM, VALE OF 



ever, much the same content of meaning. Christ 
began His ministry with a call to repentance 
(Mt 4 17 ). The call has as its motive the nearness 
of the kingdom, participation in which requires as 
its condition the new disposition (Mt 18"). It is 
addressed, not as in the OT to the nation, but to 
the individual ; and not merely to those guilty of 
flagrant sin, but to all (Lk 13 s ). The inner and 
radical character of the change required is illus- 
trated by the figure of the tree and its fruits. The 
first four Beatitudes may be taken as descriptive 
of elements in a true repentance. Poverty of 
spirit, sorrow for sin, meekness, hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, are all characteristics of the 
soul that is turning from sin to God. In the 
parable of the Prodigal Son, Jesus draws a picture 
of the true penitent. Such is assured of the for- 
giveness and welcome of the Father, whose love, 
indeed, has anticipated his returp, and gone out 
to seek and save (Lk 15*). That God accepts the 

Citent follows at once from His own nature, and 
n the moral appropriateness of a humble and 
contrite spirit. The Father cannot but rejoice 
over the recovery of a lost son (Lk 15 u ) ; and the 
spirit of the publican in the temple as plainly 
carries with it justification as the spirit of the 
Pharisee condemnation (Lk 18"). Of fasting or 
other external accompaniments Christ knows 
nothing. 

Although Christ began His ministry with the 
call to repentance, it cannot be said that it 
appears in His teaching as the fundamental re- 
quirement. Exhibiting the righteousness of the 
kingdom of God, and revealing the love of the 
heavenly Father, He requires rather faith in His 
message, leaving the particular form of the re- 
sponse to be determined in correspondence with 
each man's character and history. Repentance 
accordingly falls into the background before the 
wider idea of faith (Lk 7 s0 ). In the apostolic 
speeches in Acts, and in the Apocalypse, repent- 
ance most frequently appears in its ethical sense ; 
but side by side with this use we have that which 
treats it as a result of Divine activity— an experi- 
ence rather than an act (Ac 3 U ). In the latter 
case the idea of repentance passes into that of con- 
version {iiriffTpi&eodai, the conversio intransitiva of 
theologians as distinguished from conversio transi- 
tiva), the ethical activity of the individual being 
subordinated to the Divine causality. The problem 
of the relation of the two sides, which exercised 
the Church later, giving rise to such conceptions as 
virtus indeclinabiliter et insuperabiliter, gratia co- 
operans, etc., is not raised in the New Testament. 

In the Pauline Epistles repentance is considered 
more as an experience than as an act, and this 
experience is described in a manner peculiar to the 
apostle as a death and resurrection with Christ, or 
as a putting off of the old man and a putting on 
of the new. The believer is buried with Christ in 
baptism, and raised with Him into a new life in 
the Spirit (Ro 6**; Col 2"). The result of this new 
creation is a new walk and conversation ; sin is in 
it* principle destroyed. In this profound concep- 
tion, which also gives its content to the apostle s 
idea of faith, the place of Christ in the experience 
of conversion, together with a certain mystical 
element in that experience, conies to expression. 

The word 'repent' does not once occur in the 
Johannine writings, having dropped even from the 
Baptist's preaching. The idea is not, however, 
absent, but appears under the form of the new 
birth, which takes the place of the Synoptic 
turdvota as the condition of entrance into the king- 
dom ( Jn 3'). The causality of the will here wholly 
disappears, together with those psychological ele- 
ments characteristic of repentance as a process of 
turning, and the new life stands out as the result 



of a transcendent and mysterious act of God's 
creative power (Jn 3"). The natural and the super- 
natural, the fleshly and the spiritual, are opposed 
in a way that excludes all mere renewal, or any 
transition from the old life to the new. The 
human and ethical side, however, finds expression 
in the idea of faith, which here, as in the NT in 
general, implies an active turning from sin to God 
(Jn 4 7ff - 9», 1 Jn l 8 ). 

LiTUUTDUL— Worki on OT Theology by Schultz ud 8m end : 
on NT Theology by Weiss, Beyschlog, unci Holtzmann ; Sieffert, 
Die nrueiten thtol. Fonehungen uber Butte vndGlaube ; Cremer, 
Bib.-lheol. Wiirlerbueh; Wrede, n-t- Sinnesanderung?' 
in ZUchr. /. AT Winentchaft, L (1900) p. «8ff. 

W. Morgan. 
REPHAEL (Vgyi * El has healed ' ; LXX ' Pa-M\, 
cf. Raphael of To 3" 5*"-).— The eponym of a 
family of gatekeepers, 1 Ch 26 7 . The name belongs 
to a class of late formations; see Gray, HPN 
225, 311. 

REPHAH (nrj ; "Pi^ij).— The eponym of an Eph- 
raimite family, 1 Ch 7". 

REPHAIAH (n^n ' Jah has healed,' cf. Itephael). 
— 1. A Judahite mentioned in the royal genealogy, 
1 Ch 3" (B 'Pa^dX, A 'Patfwtd). 2. One of the chiefs 
of the 500 Simeonites who went on the expedition 
to Mt. Seir, 1 Ch 4* 1 ('Pa^ud). 8. A descendant of 
Issachar, 1 Ch V (B 'Pa^apd, A 'Pa^atd). 4, A 
descendant of Saul, 1 Ch 9° fPatfxud), called in 8 s7 
Raphah (B 'Pa<pal, A '?a<f>aid). 5. One of those 
who helped to repair the wall, Neh 3* fPa^atd). 

REPHAIM (o«K?l ; ylyarret, Pa^oe^t, 'PatfaWr [Dt 
2 n - », Jos 15 8 , 2 K 23°]).— The word used in Hebrew 
to describe the early giant peoples of Palestine. 
Many regard rdphd' as a proper name, forming the 
gen ti lie adjective riphd't, of which riphaim is the 
plural. It is more in accord with the use of the 
word, however, to regard rdphd' as a concrete noun, 
and riphd'im as the direct plural either of this or of 
the corresponding abstract noun. It is used as the 
geographical name of a certain valley (see next 
art. ). In Gn 14 6 the syntax indicates that it is a 
proper name, definite without the article. The 
statement is strictly that j they smote Rephaim,' 
that is, they smote a region of that name, the 
region, of course, being so named from the char- 
acter of its inhabitants. Everywhere else the word 
is strictly a common noun, definite or indefinite as 
the case may be, substantially equivalent to our 
English worcl * giants.' For the derivation of this 
meaning from the stem idea, and for an account of 
the rephd'im, see GlANT. 

The word rephd'im is also used to denote the 
inhabitants of the world of the dead (Job 26", Pa 
88 io ) Pr 2 is 9 i8 2l»« Is 14» 26 u - 18 ), being here nearly 
the equivalent of the English word ' ghosts,' in the 
popular sense of that word. Rlphd 'im in the sense 
of ghosts is used only in the plural, and, like 
HphA'im in the sense of giants, has the ordinary 
syntax of a common noun, definite or indefinite. 
The two are from the same stem. Schwally {Leben 
nach dem Tode, 64 f.) supposes a connexion between 
C,| *F! 'ghosts' and D'K$-j 'extinct giants.' W. R. 
Smith (quoted by Driver, Deut. p. 40) suggests 
that the • old giants were still thought to haunt 
the ruins and deserts of East Canaan ' ; see also 
Schwally in ZATW, 1898, p. 132fF. 

W. J. Beecher. 

REPHAIM, YALE OP (d-k^ ; KotXAt 'Pafacfp, 
k. ruir Tirdfur, k. run yiydvrwr, 'E/t€K '?a<paciv, ipdpay^ 
ar(ped). — A locality near Jerusalem. The Hebrew 
word here used for valley denotes an arable valley. 
So we may at once dismiss .all theories that would 
make it either a plateau or a steep-sided ravine ; 
though it is quite possible that it may have been 
a system of arable valleys, rather than a single 
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valley. Different opinions have been held con- 
cerning it, but realfy tho evidence all bears in 
one direction. The northern extremity of the 
vale of Rephaim was just over the western ridge 
of the upper purt of the ravine of the son of Hin- 
nom (Jos 15 8 -" 18"). Josephus (Ant. VII. xii. 4) 
says that it was 1 the valley which extends to the 
city of Bethlehem, which is twenty furlongs from 
Jerusalem.' It is puzzling to know now he measures 
his twenty furlongs ; but that Bethlehem had 
strategic relations with the vale of Rephaim is 
confirmed by 2 S 23 18 , 1 Ch 11". This is not in 
contradiction with the statement that David, 
getting to the rear of the Philistines when they 
were encamped in the vale of Rephaim, 'smote 
them from Geba until thou come to Gezer ' (2 S 5 s8 , 
1 Ch 14 18 ) ; for the effect of his strategic movement 
might be to compel them to move from their camp 
and attack him ; or, while encamped to the south- 
west of Jerusalem, they might have had outposts 
as far north as Geba or Gibeon. 

But the sacred writer evidently thought of the 
vale of Rephaim as somewhat extensive, for he 
twice says that the Philistines spread themselves 
there (2 S 5 18 - M , 1 Ch 14 9 U ). Hence the locality 
referred to is probably the system of small valleys 
which supply the southern affluent of the Nanr 
Rubin, a stream which flows into the Mediterranean 
some distance south of Joppa. One branch of this 
affluent starts near Jerusalem and another near 
Bethlehem, the two uniting about three miles 
south-west of Jerusalem. The vale of Rephaim 
may well be these two, with their tributaries. It 
was natural that invading Philistine armies should 
march up the valley of the Nahr Rubin to attack 
Jerusalem. 

The name doubtless indicates that this region 
had been occupied especially by rSphaim, at some 
period before Joshua 8 conquests. Its celebrity is 
mainly connected with events that occurred soon 
after David had been made king of all Israel in 
Jerusalem. In two successive campaigns the 
Philistines attacked him here, and were defeated 
(2 S 5" M , 1 Ch 14 8 ,a and 2 S 5*-™, 1 Ch 14 1318 ). 
The first of these two campaigns was of the most 
desperate character (2 S 23 18 ", 1 Ch ll 1819 ). See 
G. A. Smith, HGHL p. 218. W. J. Beecher. 

REPHAN (LXX BA 'Patfdr, Q 'Pe*d>, in Am 
5*; WH Po/upd, variants Pe/updu, 'Ptfupdr [AV 
Remphan], 'Paupdv, 'Pt<pdv, in Ac I 48 ). — This word 
replaces the p'? of the Heb. text, and there is 
much difference of opinion as to the reason of this 
change. Influenced by the fact that the LXX tr. 
was made at Alexandria in Egypt, some have 
contended that the translators substituted for the 
word Chiun (apparently pronounced by them, more 
correctly, Ketcan), the meaning of which was prob- 
ably obscure to them, an Egyptian equivalent 
term, viz. repa-[n-neteru], a title of the god Set, 
identified with Saturn ; but this, besides being a 
hardly probable hypothesis itself, is also unlikely 
on account of the etymological difficulties in- 
volved. The general opinion at present is, that 
Rephan is simply a mistake for, or an alteration 
of, the Ketcan (Chiun) of the Heb. text, K having 
been replaced by R, and ph (<j>) substituted for l, 
with the sound of v, sharpened to something 
resembling f. There is no doubt that this is 
the best of all the explanations proposed, for 
Kewan would seem to be nothing else but the 
Semitic-Babylonian Kaawanu, for an older Kaya- 
wanu, ' the planet Saturn.' That a Babylonian 
etymology is to be sought rather than any other, 
may be regarded as indicated by the fact that 
SlCCUTH in the first part of the verse is apparently 
from the Akkad. Sakkut or Sak-uS, the latter being 
one of the non-Semitic names of Saturn, tvanslatea 



by Kaawanu in Babylonian. In addition to this, 
Saturn was also called Salam, §alme, as ' the dark 
star,' a name which recalls the expression ayo,*, 
•your images,' which, in the Heb., immediately 
follows Chiun ( = Kaawanu = Rephan), and would 
furnish a parallel to the translation of o;*^o ('your 
king ') after Siccuth, by ' Moloch ' in the LXX, 
As has been already shown (see Nimrod, Nisroch, 
etc.), the Hebrew scribes were accustomed to 
distort the names of heathen deities, apparently 
to show their contempt for them, and there is but 
little doubt that this has been done in the present 
case. No name resembling Rephan or Remphan 
as the pronunciation of the ideographs for Saturn 
has as yet been found in Akkadian or Semitic- 
Babylonian. 

Literature.— Schrader In SK, 1874, pp. 324-336, and In 
Riehm's HWB; Deli tzar h in the Caltoer Bilttllrxieon, under 
'Chiun,' and in Auyr. HWB bG9*> (end of art. 'Salmu'); and 
the Comm. on Amoa and Acta. T. G. PINCHES. 

REPHIDIM (on'p-j and am ; LXX 'Pa^ielv, Ens. 
'Pa<f>i8tu ; Vulg. Raphidim). — A station between the 
wilderness of Sin and the wilderness of Sinai (cf. 
Ex 17 1 with 19"). The same order is given in the 
itinerary of Nu 33 ; but two additional stations are 
there given, Dophkah and Alush (vv. ,2 - u ), between 
Sin and Rephidim. These are the only passages 
in which the name occurs, and from them it 
appears that Rephidim is outside the wilderness 
of Sinai, and that the people, when encamped there, 
have not yet reached the mount of God. 

The events recorded in connexion with this place 
are: (1) the people strive (an) with Moses and 
'tempt' (i.e. prove, noj) the Lord because there 
is no water to drink (Ex 17 1 " 7 ) ; (2) the defeat of 
Amalek (vv. 8 " 18 ); (3) the visit of Jethro when he 
counsels Moses about appointing judges (Ex 18). 
The first two are expressly, the third may be by 
inference (cf. 19 s ), assigned to Rephidim. 

Now, in the account of the first event, the 
smitten rock is described as being in Horeb (' I 
will stand before thee upon the rock in Horeb,' 
Ex 17 8 ). Also in 18 8 Jethro comes to Moses 'where 
he was encamped at the mount of God.' According 
to internal evidence in both these narratives, the 
people are already at Horeb the mount of God, and 
the difficulty of harmonizing these statements with 
those introduced with reference to the situation of 
Rephidim is apparent. 

The first of these events has been discussed in 
the art. Meribah, where the similarity between it 
and another event (Nu 20 1 " 13 ) assignee! to a period 
after leaving Sinai is pointed out. In the account 
of the third event, the description of the persons 
appointed, on Jethro's advice, to assist Moses in 
judging the people, resembles that in Dt l 9- " (note 
especially the verbal coincidences of Ex 18 81 with 
Dt l 18 ). In Deuteronomy the appointment is said 
to have been made at tne departure from Sinai — 
at which time the reference to ordinances and laws 
(Ex 18 s0 ) would be appropriate, and it has been 
suggested that Ex 18 was at one time read in 
connexion with Nu lO 28 " 83 (see Driver on Dt 1, at 
p. 15 of Intern. Crit. Comm., and Dillmann on Ex 
18). These remarks illustrate what has been said 
in art. Exodus and Journey to Canaan, vol. i. 
p. 804 b and 805*. 

The foe which Israel encounters in Rephidim is 
Amalek, a tribe which is generally described in 
Scripture as dwelling on the southern border of 
Palestine though occasionally found farther north 
(see Amalek). Supposing that the Israelites on 
leaving Egypt went eastwards, they would pass by 
the territory which is ordinarily assigned to 
Amalek, whereas if they made the detour to the 
south, involved in visiting the traditional Sinai, 
the Amalekites must have wandered much farther 
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to the south. A question here arises similar to 
that suggested by the mention of Midian, in con- 
nexion with Sinai, and considerably strengthens 
the argument in the note on the art. Midian. 
Comparing that note with what is here said, it 
follows that the acceptance of the traditional site 
of Sinai involves two hypotheses of migration (one 
for Amalck as well as one for Midian), while the 
site there suggested for Sinai assigns a uniform geo- 
graphical position for both. See also art. ParaN. 

A. T. Chapman. 

REPROBATE. — The word ' reprobate ' occurs 
only once in AV of OT, viz. Jer 6* (RV 1 refuse'). 
It there represents the Heb. ch~), and is used in 
connexion with the figure of smelting or refining 
metal. People who are incurably bad, from whom 
no discipline, however severe, can smelt out the 
badness, are compared to base metal which can 
only be thrown away. The assonance of the Heb. 
(oxs'? . . . OKtpj) is preserved in LXX (dpytfptor dxo5e- 
8oKifia.crtJ.tvoi> . . . 6ti ixedoKlfMffty airroiit Kupiot), but 
lost in Vulg. (argentum rcprobum . . . quia pro jecit). 
It is from the Vulg. that the rendering 1 reprobate' 
comes, the Greek equivalent of which is found in a 
similar passage in Is 1*% describing the degeneracy 
of Israel : to dpyvpiov iiu&y &86kihov = ' your silver is 
not proof,' cannot stand the test (AV ' is become 
dross,' which exactly reproduces Heb.). In this 
place Vulg. also gives argentum tuum versum est 
in scoriam. In both cases people are regarded 
as ' reprobate,' or unable to pass muster in God's 
judgment, not in virtue of an eternal decree of 
reprobation, but as having reached a last and hope- 
less degree of moral debasement. It is the same 
with the use of d&btipoi in NT. This is usually 
rendered ' reprobate,' and is always passive. The 
most instructive instance is perhaps Ro 1 M ' As 
they did not think fit on trial made (o(ik iSoKlnaaay) 
to keep God in their knowledge, God gave them 
up to a reprobate mind ' {eli yovy aSiictftoy). This 
means a mind of which God can by no means 
approve, one which can only be rejected when it 
comes into judgment. The marg. of AV (' void of 
judgment') brings out in accordance with the con- 
text why the rovs is &8&ki/j.os : the mind which God 
rejects is one whose moral instincts are perverted, 
and which does not serve the purpose of a moral 
intelligence any longer ; but this is not what the 
term itiia/un itself expresses. It might be thought 
that there was here a more active relation of God 
to the state in question than is found in Isaiah and 
Jeremiah, but that is doubtful. There is no doom- 
ing of men ab initio to reprobation ; under God's 
government, and in the carrying out of His sentence 
on sin, evil works itself out to this hopeless end. 
The simple passive sense of the word is apparent 
also in the three instances in 2 Co 13 9 ' 7 . The test 
of true Christianity is that Christ is in men ; those 
who can stand this are 56fci,u<M ('approved') ; those 
who cannot are dS^Kt/xw ('reprobate'). Here the test 
is to l>e applied by Christians to themselves ; in 1 Co 
V (where AV renders iSiKifiot ' castaway ' and RV 
•rejected ') the final judgment by God is in view ; 
St. Paul subjects himself to the severest discipline 
that he may not at the last day be unable to stand 
trial. It would have been an advantage for some 
reasons to keep the rendering ' reprobate ' here also. 

The relations in which one is aSjui/ios, or the 
trials which he cannot stand, may be variously 
conceived. Thus in 2 Ti 3 8 we have 'reprobate 
concerning the faith.' The men who are thus 
characterized are described also as Ka.Te<pdapntvoi rbv 
yovy. This expression unites in itself what we dis- 
tinguish as ethical and intellectual elements. The 
men in question are men whose moral sense is per- 
verted, and whose minds are clouded with specula- 
tions of their own ; when they are brought into 
relation to ' the faith ' (which in the Pastoral Epp. 



includes something like the Christian creed as well 
as the Christian religion) they are d< jrt/uu — cannot 
stand the trial. Similarly in Tit 1 1B when certain 
persons are described as xpor way tpyoy iyadby 
dBoKifiot the meaning is: put them to the test of 
any good work (as distinct from fine profession) 
and they can only be rejected. The same sense 
results from the only other passage in NT, He 6 s . 
The soil which receives every care from God and 
man, and yet produces only thorns and briars, is 
dSoKi/ios. It is rejected as useless for cultivation. 

Taken together, these passages support the idea 
that men may sink into a condition in which even 
God despairs of them — a condition in which He 
can do nothing but reprobate or reject them. But 
they do not support the conception of an eternal 
decree of reprobation in which the destiny of man 
is related solely to the will of God. No one who 
claims to hold, this view will ever admit that 
another can state it without caricature, but it may 
be given in Calvin's words {Inst. III. xxii. 11) : 'Si 
non possumus rationem assignare cur suos miseri- 
cordia dignetur, nisi quoniam ita illi placet, neque 
etiam in aliis reprobandis aliud habebimus quam 
eius voluntatem.' Apart from the speculative 
objection that if salvation and reprobation are 
related in exactly the same way to the will of 
God there is no difference between them, all the 
distinctions of the human world being lost in the 
identity of the Divine, it is obvious that this 
presents a conception of reprobation remote from 
that suggested by Scripture. Nor can it be said 
that the Calvinistio doctrine of reprobation is a 
necessary inference from the true doctrine of elec- 
tion. The true doctrine of election is experimental. 
It expresses the truth (which every Christian 
knows to be true) that it is God who saves, and 
that when He saves it is not by accident, or to 
reward human merit, but in virtue of His being 
what He is — a God who is eternally and unchange- 
ably Redeemer. But while the Christian can say 
out of his experience that God in His infinite love 
has come to him, and made sure to him a redeem- 
ing mercy that is older than the world, faithful 
and eternal as God Himself, no one can say out of 
his experience that God has come to him and made 
sure to him that in that love he has neither part 
nor lot. In other words, election has an experi- 
mental basis, but reprobation has not. It is true 
that men are saved because God saves them — true 
to experience as to Scripture ; but it is not true to 
experience that men are lost because God ignores 
or rejects them. The form in which the truth is 
put may be inadequate even in the case of election ; 
but in the case of what is called reprobation there 
is no verifiable truth at all. For older theological 
opinion on this subject see Calvin, Inst. ill. chs. 
xxi.-xxiii. ; Hill, Lectures in Divinity, iii. 41 f.; 
Hodge, Systematic Theology, ii. 320 f. See also 
Election, Predestination. J. Denney. 

REPROOF, REPROYE.— The verb (from Lat. 
reprobare through Old Fr. reprover) means — 1. To 
disapprove of, reject, as in Ps 118 a Wye. (1388) 
' The stoon which the bilderis rcpreueden ' ; Mk 
8" Tind. 'And he beganne to teache them, how 
that the sonne of man must sufl're many thinges, 
and shuld be reproved of the elders, and of the 
hye prestes and scribes.' There is no example of 
this meaning in AV. 2. To disprove, refute, as 
Shaks. Venus, 787— 

' What have you urged that I cannot reprove? 
and 7/ Henry VI. ill. i. 40— 

1 Reprove my allegation, if you can ; 
Or else conclude my words effectual.' 

Of this meaning there are probably some examples 
in AV, as Job 6" ' How forcible are right words ! 
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but what doth your arguing reprove ? ' Is 37 4 ' It 
may be the Lord thy God will hear the words of 
Rabshakeh . . . and will reprove the words which 
the Lord thy God hath heard,' though in these and 
other like places Ox/. Heb. Lex. takes the mean- 
ing to be simply 'rebuke.' 3. To convict, as Jer. 
Taylor, Great Exemplar, Pref. p. 14, ' God hath 
never been deficient, but hath to all men that 
believe him given sufficient to confirm them ; to 
those few that believed not, sufficient to reprove 
them.' So in AV, Jn 16* ' He will reprove the 
world of sin ' (Wye. ' repreuve,' Tind. * rebuke,' 
Gen. 1 reprove,' Gen. marg. ' convince,' AVm 
'convince,' KV 'convict') ; cf. Jn 8* Wye. 'Who 
of you schal repreuve me of synne ? ' (Tmd. ' can 
rebuke,' AV ' convinceth,' RV ' convicteth') ; 
2Ti 4 s 'Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long- 
suffering ana doctrine.' 4. To chide, rebuke, the 
mod. meaning, as Pr 9 s ' Reprove not a scorner, 
lest he hate thee : rebuke a wise man, and he will 
love thee.' 

Reproof is used mostly in the sense of rebuke, 
but there is a possible example of conviction in 
2 Ti 3 M ('profitable for doctrine, for reproof [irpoj 
eXc7ju6y], for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness'); and a probable example of disproof, 
refutation in Ps 38'* (' Thus I was as a man that 
heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs ' ; 
RVm 'arguments'). J. Hastings. 

REPTILE.— See Natural History in vol. iii. 
p. 492\ 

REQUIRE.— Sometimes in AV as in mod. Eng- 
lish to ' require ' is to demand, as 1 S 21 8 ' The 
king's business required haste': cf. Mk 5 7 Tind. 
'I requyre the in the name of God that thou 
torment me not.' This is especially the case in 
the freq. phrase of requiring one, or one's blood, 
at another's hand ; cf. Bar 6 M Gov. ' Though a 
man make a vow unto them [the idols] and kepe 
it not, they will not requyre it.' But the sense 
of demand does not lie, as now, in the verb itself, 
but in the context. To require (from Lat. rcquirere 
through Old Fr. requcrir) is first to seek after, and 
then to request or entreat. It may be used to 
translate a verb of demanding, as Driver {Par. 
Psalter, 480) suggests that in Ps 40 8 51" it may 
perhaps correspond to Miinster's postulavi and 
exigis,* but of all the Heb. and Gr. words it is 
used to tr. in AV there is none that means more 
than seek after or ask. That it mean* no more 
than ask or entreat in some places is evident, as 
Ezr 8- J ' I was ashamed to require of the king a 
band of soldiers ' (RV ' ask '). Cf. Tindale, Expos. 
151, ' He giveth abundantly unto them that require 
it [mercy] with a faithful heart.' Cov. after 
rendering 'Gedeon sayde unto them, One thinge 
I desyre of you, every man geve me the earinge 
that he hath spoyled ' (Jg 8**), adds, ' And the 
golden earynges which he requyred' (8 M ). Cf. 
Berners, Froiisart, ch. ix. 'Then the queen was 
greatly abashed, and required him all weeping of 
his good counsel,' and Chapman, Odysscys, xx. 215— 
' For she required 
Hia tuti, and will'd him all things he desired.' 

Knox frequently speaks of requiring a thing 
humbly, as Hist. 199, 'We required your High- 
nesse in most humble manner ; so Caldcrwood, 
Hist. 145, ' I protest and most humbly require,' 
and Psalms in Metre, Ps 143 1 — 

* O hear my prayer, Lord, 
And unto my desire 
To bow thine ear accord, 
I humbly thee require ' ; 



• Onlv once is rxigrre used in Vulg. (On 31») to express 
•require at the hand of,' elsewhere quarere or requirert 
nearly always. 



and the end of A Dialog belweene Christ and a 
Sinner, by William Hunnis — 

• Sinner— Through this sweet grace thy mercie, Lord, 
We numblie doo require. 
Christ — By mercie mine I you forgive, 
And grant this your desire.' 

J. Hastings. 
REREWARD — The 'rereward,' i.e. rearguard, 
was the last of the three main divisions of an 
army, the ' vanguard ' ( =avant-xvard) or 'fore- 
front' being the first. The word comes from Old 
Fr. arerexoarde, i.e. arcre (mod. arridre) 'behind' 
(from Lat. ad-retro) and warde, a variety of Old 
Fr. garde (which came from Old High Ger. warten 
to watch over). RV retains the word in all its 
occurrences (Nu lO 23 , Jos 6 U - 1S , 1 S 29 s , Is 52 u 58 s ) 
but spells it ' rearward.' It is always spelt 'rere- 
ward ' (sometimes with a hvphen) in AV, and it is 
always a substantive. Cf. Hakluy t, Voyages, ii. 20, 
' Because ... it was bootlesse for them to assaile 
the forefront of our battell . . . they determined 
to set upon our rereward.' Berners (Froissart, p. ' 
376, Globe ed.) uses ' rearband ' in the same sense : 
' The Bishop of Durham with the rearband came 
to Newcastle and supped.' J. Hastings. 

RESAIAS {'? v <ralas, AV Reesaias), 1 Es 5 8 , corre- 
sponds to Reelaiah, Ezr 2'-, or Raamiah, Nell V. 

poe.U X has apparently been read as pOCAIA. 

RE8EN (J5"i ; AD &&<reu, E Aa<w ; Vulg. Rosen). 
— The last of the four cities built by Asshur (RV 
by Nimrod), between Nineveh and Calah (the 
modern Nimroud), and further described in Gn 10 13 
as 'the great city' (RV). Various conjectures 
have been made as to the position of this settle- 
ment. The Byzantine authors and Ptolemy iden- 
tified it with Rhesinaor Rhesainaon the Khabour, 
probably the Arab. Ras el-'Ain — an impossible 
identification, this site being 200 miles \V. of the 
two cities between which Resen is said to have 
lain. A better identification is that of Bochart, 
which makes Resen to be the Larissa of Xenophon 
(Anab. iii. 4), though whether, as he argues, 
'Larissa' bo an adaptation of 'Laresen,' i.e. 
'Resen's (ruins),' is a matter of doubt. It is 
worthy of note that Xenophon describes Larissa, 
like Resen in Gn 10 la , as 'a great city.' The 
identification of the name, however, and that 
of the site, are two different things. On the one 
hand, there is the possibility, maintained by some, 
that Larissa may be Nimroud (Calah), and* on the 
other, the probability that the ruins described by 
Xenophon — and the city Resen — may be repre- 
sented by the remains known as Selamieh, an 
ancient site situated about three miles N. of 
Nimroud, and between that city and the mounds 
of Nineveh (Kouyunjik). These remains have the 
advantage of being situated in the tract where, 
according to Gn 10", Resen really lay. As Sayce 
has pointed out, the name of Resen occurs, under 
the form Rfis-fini, in a list of 18 cities or small 
towns from which Sennacherib dug canals com- 
municating with the river Khouser or Khosr, 
in order to supply them with drinking-water. 
Whether this be the Resen of Genesis or not is 
uncertain, — in all probability it was a compara- 
tively unimportant place, and situated too far 
north. Moreover, such a name as Res-fini, ' foun- 
tain-head,' must have been far from rare in ancient 
Assyria, as is Ras el-'ain in countries where Arabic 
is spoken at the present day. The Greek forms are 
apparently corrupt, and due to the likeness between 
1 and i. 

Literature. — Bochart, G'ograph. Saer. iv. 23; Pelitzsch, 
Paradie* 201 ; Schroder, COT i. 83 ; Sayce in the Acdemy for 
1st May 1880. T. G. PINCHES. 
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RESH (-)).— The twentieth letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet, and as such employed in the 119th 
Psalm to designate the 20th part, each verse of 
which begins with this letter. It is transliterated 
in this Dictionary by r. 

RE8HEPH (^-j ; B 2dpa<f>, A'P<l<re0).— The eponym 
of an Ephraimite family, 1 Ch 7 JS . 

RESPECT OP PER80N8.-See Accept, vol. i. 
p. 21. 

RE8T. — In the Scriptures rest is ascribed to God, 
and also to man in a variety of aspects ; and the 
underlying conception in each case is the necessary 
relation of the rest of man to that of God. 

1. At the close of His creative activity God rested, 
it is said, from all His work which He had made 
(Gn 2 s nj? [see Sabbath, adinit.}, usually rendered 
in LXX by Karairaveip, but sometimes by ivaxatew). 
This implies the twofold thought that creation, with 
all that the creative process involved, was com- 
pleted once for all, and that God was satisfied with 
the work at that stage accomplished. But this 
assertion of rest on the part of God contains no 
denial of subsequent action, no theory as to such 
action, and is consistent with ceaseless activity ( Jn 
5", cf . Th. Aquin. Summ. Theol. Qu. 73. 2). The 
apparent silence or inactivity (op?) on the part of 
God in presence of the impiety of men is the rest 
of One who is watchful and will strike at the fitting 
time (Is 18*). 

2. The rest (nu, aijup) promised by J" the cove- 
nant-God to the people of Israel is the rest of a 
settled dwelling-place. But the rest of the people 
in this case is coincident with the rest of God ; for 
with the permanent settlement of the ark by a 
man of rest (1 Ch 22 s ) God is represented as enter- 
ing into His rest and the people into theirs, which 
is also His (2 Ch 6", Ps 132 8 - Into this rest 
some did not enter because of disobedience (Ps 
95", He 4«). 

8. In addition to this national rest, a rest of a 
more spiritual and individual character is spoken 
of. To Moses the promise of the Divine presence 
with a settled abode as a goal is the guarantee of 
rest (Ex 33 u ). Jeremiah offers it (tfrij) to his 
countrymen on condition of their walking in 
the eternal paths (Jer 6 16 ), in harmony with the 
will of God given of old (cf. Is 28", where we find 
•"•VIT? II xyz?)- Those who do so are by a kindred 
word described as the quiet or restful ones (Ps 
35*"). Because obedience to the will of God is the 
secret of rest, it cannot be possessed by the un- 
righteous, whose normal condition is a restlessness 
like that of the waves of the sea (Is 57™). 

4. To men worn out with worrying toils and 
struggling under burdens too heavy for them (the 
immediate reference being probably to the Pharisaic 
burdens), Christ promised rest (Mt 1 1 28 30 ). It is His 
own rest that He offers to those who with a meek 
and lowly heart recognize the will of His Father 
as the law of the inner life, and take His yoke upon 
themselves. It is not a rest from toil but in toil 
(Jn 5"), not the rest of inactivity but of the har- 
monious working of all faculties and affections — of 
will, heart, imagination, conscience— because each 
has found in God the ideal sphere for its satisfac- 
tion and development. 

5. The teaching of Scripture as to future rest is 
most explicitly set forth m He 4 M1 and Rev 14' 3 . 
Taking up the creative rest of God (037) along with 
the rest referred to in Ps 95" (flQU?) (Iioth words 
being rendered in LXX «raroirot/«iv), the author of 
the Ep. to the Hebrews argues thus : God rested 
at the creation of the world, and sulwequently 
promised to Israel the rest of a settled abode. 
That something more than an external rest was. 



however, implied, is proved by the fact that at a 
later period He swore that they should not entei 
into His rest. As that promise still held good and 
was yet unfulfilled, a Sabbath rest (<ra j S/9arc<r/t6f) to 
the people of God remained (He 4"), which had 
been unappropriated or only partially appropriated 
by the past. Into that rest believers now enter 
(He 4 s ) ; but because it is the very rest of God Him- 
self (He 4 10 ), its full fruition is yet to come. The 
sest of the blessed dead is not merely the rest of 
the grave (Job 3 1 *- "), it is a rest from toils (tic rwt> 
k6twp, Rev 14"), but not from work, a rest only 
' from sorrow and trouble and hard sen-ice ' (Is 14*). 
In all these forms of rest God and man are indis- 
solubly related. The rest of God the Creator is set 
forth as the condition and type of the rest of man. 
The rest of J" is one with that of His people. The 
rest offered to men by Christ is His own rest, 
which is also that of His Father. The blessed rest 
of man is rest in God, with God, nay, the very 
rest of God. See, also, Sabbath, p 317. 

LtrnUTUM. — BpKth In SchenkeTi Bib.- Lex. voL v. 118; 
Cretner, Bib.-Theol. Lex.* 820-828; Trench, AT Synonym^, 
146, 147 ; A. B. Davidson, Hebreum, 97-101. 

John Patrick. 
RESTITUTION.— See Crimes and next article. 

RESTORATION in RV corresponds to 'restitu- 
tion' in A V, as rendering of the noun apokatastcuis, 
which occurs but once in the NT, Ac 3 M ixoxari- 
trraait rwv x&vrwy. The times spoken of by the 
prophets are here described as times of restoration, 
when Christ shall reign over a kingdom in which 
none of the consequences of sin will any longer 
appear. The same word in its verbal form occurs 
in Mt 17" and in the LXX of Mai 4 8 of the moral 
restoration or spiritual revolution inaugurated or 
attempted by John the Baptist. This restoration 
was a foreshadowing of the true apoleatttstasis, 
which is to be realized in the cose of all who will 
recognize the authority of the Messiah and become 
members of His kingdom. The word palingenesirt 
(■waXurytveola) is used by our Lord, Mt 19*, in 
precisely the same sense of the restoration of the 
whole creation. The subject of the new genesis 
comes under the influence of the transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit by which he is renewed 
day by day. See Trench, Synonyms of the NT 10 , 
p. 65. The word is also used by Josephus, Ant. 
XI. iii. 9, of the restoration of the country of the 
Jews under Zerubbabel. It became a favourite 
term in later Jewish Apocalyptic writings, and 
was no doubt in common use in the Jewish 
Apocalypses current in the time of our Lord. 
That the word should be employed in the Hebrew 
Gospel of Matthew and not in the writings of the 
other evangelists is natural enough, so that there 
is no need of the hypothesis of interpolation, nor 
yet of the assumption of any particular Jewish- 
Christian sources. The prophecy of Caiaphas ( Jn 
11 M ) supposes the offer of trie Saviour's salvation 
to all, — it may be in another state of existence 
to those who have not had it here, — but not 
necessarily its acceptance by all. Among the 
words of Jesus which seem to favour the restora- 
tionist view may be mentioned Jn 12 s *, where, 
however, the lifting up, like that of Jn 3", effects 
a drauring, which secures salvation only for those 
who look or believe. It has been maintained, e.g. 
by Pfleiderer (Paulinism, i. 274-276), that the idea 
of a restitution in the sense of a literal restoration 
of all things is taught by St. Paul in Ro 11 s * and 
1 Co 15 23 . But in these passages St. Paul simply 
insists upon this, that only believers shall share in 
that perfected kingdom of God in which God is all 
in all. It might, of course, be argued, if the 
general scoi>e of Divine revelation would allow of 
it, that the believers who shall share in those 
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blessings will at last be found to embrace all 
mankind. But it cannot be said that these pas- 
sages contribute any evidence for or against that 
view. See Weiss, Biblical Theology of NT, ii. 73. 
Such biblical passages were understood by Clement 
of Alexandria, Orieen, Gregory Nazianzen, Gregory 
of Nyssa, even byChrysostom (see Homily on 1 Co 
IS 38 ) and other Fathers, by Erigena, most of the 
mystics and theosophists, as they have been in 
modern times by Schleiermacher, Erskine of Lin- 
lath en, Maurice, Farrar, etc., not as teaching 
absolutely the final salvation of all men, but as 
pointing to the ultimate restoration of all as at 
least a possibility. 

In the Pastoral Epistles there are three very 
interesting passages, 1 Ti 2* 4 10 , Tit 2>°, in which 
God's saving will is described as universal. This, 
however, is the will of God concerning men who 
are themselves possessors of a will, which may 
resist and reject as well as accept what the 
gracious will of God has designed for them. The 
same explanation must be given of Eph l"- 10 , Col 
l w , which represent the gathering into one and 
reconciling of all as the purpose and good pleasure 
of God. This Divine plan is realized only in Christ, 
and applies therefore only to those who are in 
Christ. What is taken into account here is only 
God's purpose, and not what is actually realized in 
the world of human freedom. The whole scope of 
Scripture shows that the realization of the Divine 
will regarding man is conditioned by man's volun- 
tary acceptance of the terms proposed. The 
universal purpose of God is well described by 
Martensen as ' an aroKardaToo-is a parte ante' which 
has its development as an droKaraffrao-it a parte 
post, under condition of man's free will, only when 
the possibility of eternal condemnation has been 
confessed. He would regard the opposition of 
biblical passages, on the one liana seemingly 
universahst, on the other hand seemingly in favour 
of eternal retribution, as an antinomy like that of 
freedom and predestination. 

It is now general ly admitted by the best exegetes 
of all schools that the doctrine of the restoration 
of all cannot be supported by NT texts. The 
ablest and most candid advocates of this theory 
seek to ground their position on what they regard 
as necessary conclusions as to the nature and 
character of God, or on psychological and ethical 
doctrines of the constitution and destiny of man. 

Litbbatvrb.— Jukes, The Second Death and the Restitution 
of all Thina*, London (i860), 1888 ; Mart* nsen, Chrittian Dog- 
matics, Edin. 1866, pp. 474-484 ; Farrar, Eternal Hope, London, 
1878. Mercy and Judgment, London, 1881 ; Puaey, What is of 
Faith as to Everlasting Punishment t London. 1880; Cox, 
Sal color Mundi : Is Christ the Saviour of all Men t London, 
1877 ; Bow, Future Retribution, London, 1887 ; Maurice, 
Theological Essays, London, 1864 ; Fyfe, The Hereafter, Edin. 
1890 ; Salmond, The Christian Doctrine of Immortality, Edin. 
1895, 4th ed. 1901 ; Beet, The Last Things, London. 1897. 

J. Macphebson. 
RESURRECTION. — Introductory. — The NT 
subst. irdarao-tt from which, through Vulg., we 
obtain the term 1 resurrection,' gives, so far as its 
strict sense goes, an incomplete account of the 
Biblical doctrine. The essential idea is restoration 
of life in its fulness to a person whose existence 
has not been absolutely cut off, but so mutilated 
and attenuated as to be unworthy to be described 
as life. The name ' resurrection ' given to this act 
of God is drawn from the fact which immediately 
struck the eye in cases where renewal of life took 
place. The rising up of the body (Morn, 2 K 13" 
LXX) is taken as the symbol of the whole fact. 
But the essential matter is the renewal of life, 
hence in Rabbinic n;rw (revival) is more frequent 
than .T2ipj» (resurrection). See Buxtorf, s.v., who 
says that some distinguished the former as the 
proper word to be used of the resurrection of the 
righteous. Delitzsch in his Hebrew NT frequently 



renders irdo-rao-is by ."vrtB. Cf. the use of ^uorotttr 
in Jn 5 n and elsewhere. In LXX cf. fwoTohpnr 
(only in Ezr 9 s - •) used of revival of the nation. 

The development of the Biblical doctrine of 
resurrection starts from a previous belief that 
death was not the end of existence but was the 
end of life, a distinction which it is difficult for 
modern thought to apprehend. This was itself 
the result of the fusion of two opposing beliefs, as 
has been ably shown by Charles (Eschatolopy, chs. 
i.-iii.). On the one side there were survivals of 
a primitive belief, common to the Hebrews with 
other nations, according to which the dead were 
not mere shades, but still active and powerful. On 
the other side was the teaching of Gn T, that the 
soul was but the result of the indwelling of the 
Divine Spirit in the earthly body ; leading logically 
to the conclusion that the withdrawal of the spirit 
at death must involve the break up of the exist- 
ence of the individual. But this latter conclusion 
was not generally adopted, and with certain excep- 
tions (EcS^'^Jthe soul was believed to persist or 
subsist after the breath of life had been withdrawn. 
The question before us, therefore, is not that of the 
immortality of the soul, which in some form or 
other is the starting-point, not the subject, of the 
present inquiry. The advances made by the two 
peoples, Hebrew and Greek, in the doctrine of a 
future life show a strong contrast. The Greek 
advance, represented in Biblical literature by the 
Bk. of Wisdom only, was due mainly, though not 
entirely, in the limited circle affected by it, to the 
consciousness of intellectual vigour and the diffi- 
culty of conceiving intellectual activity arrested 
and annihilated, as in the belief of the Homeric 
age it undoubtedly was. In the Hebrew advance, 
it was the development of religious vigour and 
experience which made men feel that existence in 
Sheol, as generally understood, could not be their 
final lot. Again, to the Greek it appeared that the 
body was in some respects a hindrance to the 
intellectual life, and that the serenity needed for 
reflexion was disturbed by bodily passions ; hence 
the resumption of the body presented no attrac- 
tions. The Hebrew, from his less intellectual 
point of view, felt nothing of this, and was there- 
fore able to retain his instinctive perception that 
the body was essential to the life of man, and to 
require that, if life was to be restored, the body 
should be restored also. The history of the doc- 
trine of the resurrection in the OT is that of a 
slow hesitating development. In the NT there is 
undoubtedly development, but the doctrine is not 
merely developed within human thought, but re- 
vealed to it from without by a fact which assured 
it — the resurrection of Jesus Christ. In the present 
article that event will not be dealt with in its 
historical aspect, nor with regard to its place in 
Christology and in Christian evidences (see art. 
Jesus Chbist), but only in its relation to the 
doctrine of the resurrection of mankind. The 
order of treatment will therefore be— (i.) the ex- 
pectation of resurrection as developed in the OT 
and Apocrypha ; (ii.) the effect on this expectation 
of (A) the teaching, (B) the resurrection of Jesus ; 
(iii.) the place thenceforward assigned to the 
doctrine in apostolic teaching. 

i. The Expectation of Resubbection as 

DEVELOPED IN THE OT AND APOCBYPHA. — 
Martha's words, ' I know that he shall rise again 
in the resurrection in the last day ' (Jn 1 1 2 *), set 
before us the general belief of the Jews (excluding 
Sadducees) in the time of Christ.* But how had 
this belief been arrived at? Its development in OT 
•The disciples' inability to understand 'what the rising 
again from the dead should mean ' (Mk 910) does not controvert 
the statement above. It arose from their unwillingness to 
conceive a suffering Messiah, and so to expect His death, which 
was the necessary preliminary to His rising again. 



Digitized by 



Google 



232 RESURRECTION 



RESURRECTION 



has been so often and so fully dealt with (e.g. 
Schultz, OT Theology, II. ch. xxii.; Salmond, Chr. 
Doct. Immortality, bk. ii.)> that only an outline 
will be necessary. 

A. Old Testament— 1. Staqes of development.— 
(a) The religious life of the individual Hebrew was 
subordinate to that of the nation. It is in the 
sphere of national life that we first find those 
religious conceptions which ultimately come to be 
appropriated by the individual, e.g. Justification 
(see Is 45'- 18 ). This holds good of the expectation of 
resurrection, and Hos 6 s may be taken as a typical 
passage. Ezk 37 belongs to the same class. One 
prophecy of national resurrection is of a special and 
peculiar character, viz. Is 53 10 . While granting that 
the Servant of the Lord is primarily Israel idealized, 
we have here the prolongation of life after death 
described in so individual a way, that when once 
the thought is admitted that the Servant is a 
Person representing the nation, the prophecy 
becomes a prophecy of individual resurrection. 
It will be observed that in Hosea and Ezekiel it is 
a figurative resurrection, namely, the recovery of 
national life, which is spoken of, and not a literal 
one, and the whole conception depends on the 
nation being considered as a person capable of life 
aud death. But it thus becomes clear that the 
notion of literal resurrection as a possible thing 
was a very early one, inasmuch as the literal con- 
ception of an event must precede its figurative 
application. The miracles of Elijah and Elisha 
(1 K 17, 2 K 4), even for those who refuse to accept 
them as facts, testify to the notion of resurrection 
being in men's minds, (b) The second stage of 
thought, later in logical if not in chronological order, 
is a transitional one. In it the notions of indi- 
vidual and national resurrection appear side by 
side — Is 26". Compared with 26 w , this verse must 
be understood as a prayer for the resurrection of 
individuals. See Dillmann, ad loc. (c) In Dn 12 2 
the resurrection of individuals stands out alone 
and clear. The passage probably refers to the 
faithful and the apostates of Maccab;ean times 
(cf. ll 88 *-), and resurrection is predicted for both 
classes, without, however, any implication of 
resurrection for Gentiles. The form of expression 
and its connexion with a time of trouble and de- 
liverance seem to show dependence on Is 26 16 . The 
passage likewise introduces for the first time the 
resurrection of sinful Israelites with a view to 
retribution. 

2. By the side of these stages of thought shown 
in prophetic utterances we must place the reflexions 
of psalmists and wise men. They will best be con- 
sidered under the head of lines of thought, in 
which the doctrine of resurrection was developed. 
In every case it must be borne in mind that it is 
not the renewal of an existence which has been cut 
oft', nor merely the restoration of a body which is 
aspired to, but the deliverance of an existent per- 
sonality from Sheol, and its re-endowment with 
life in all its powers and activities, (a) Communion 
with God. Of this the psalmists were conscious, 
yet before them lay Sheol with the entire cessation, 
according to the popular belief, of any such relation 
to Him (Ps 6* 3lr). Some of them surmount the 
barrier. Such a communion must partake of the 
nature of Him who admits it, and therefore be 
eternal. Two of the psalms which express most 
strongly the delight of fellowship with God, viz. 
16 and 17, are those in which the hope of life after 
death reaches its least ambiguous expression (16 10 
17") — least ambiguous, because here and every- 
where in similar passages in the Psalms it may 
possibly be temporary preservation from literal 
and physical death which is intended, as is certainly 
the case in Ps 68 w . But very widely in the Psalter 
there exists the feeling that life means more than 



the continuance of the soul in the body. And this 
fact should be taken into account in interpreting 
all Psalm passages in which life and death are 
referred to. (6) Need of retribution. Under this 
head we must consider not only the Psalms but 
also the Prophets and Job. It makes itself felt in 
various ways. (1) In connexion with Messianic 
hopes. The more vivid and glorious these become, 
the more needful is it that the dead Israelites 
should not be thought to be debarred from par- 
taking in their fulfilment. The idea of the dis- 
persed who are alive being gathered to partake in 
the great restoration is abundantly expressed (Is 60 
and elsewhere) ; and it is only a step further to 
gather them from the underworld for the same 
purpose. That is indeed the connexion of the 
prayer and promise in Is 26" and Dn 12'-, already 
cited. The thought comes out much more clearly 
in Eth. Enoch 51 ; and when the doctrine of a tem- 
porary Messianic reign on earth grows into shape, 
the resurrection of the righteous to share in it is 
usually placed at its beginning. Hence arises the 
expectation of two distinct resurrections, which 
will be examined below. (2) Besides retribution 
of blessing for the righteous, retribution for the 
wicked came also to De felt as a necessity. For 
the Psalmist it had been enough to pray for venge- 
ance on them in this life, or to think of them as 
shut up for ever in Sheol (Ps 49 14 ) ; and for the 
Prophets it was enough to expect a ' day of the 
Lord,' in which they would receive their punish- 
ment here, and be swept away. But in Dn 12* 
resurrection for unfaithful Israelites with a view 
to their punishment appears for the first time, 
and it is obvious that from this starting-point 
an expectation of resurrection and judgment for 
mankind generally would naturally proceed, (c) 
There is another aspect of retribution, which does 
not look at reward or punishment, but rather at 
the reversal of mistaken human judgments. There 
must be a higher tribunal to appeal to, and to 
reach it man must be brought out of Sheol. 
Further, the dealings of God Himself require a 
justification which He cannot fail to give. This is 
in the main the line of expectation in Job. The 
sufferer is dying with an unjust condemnation 
upon him, and with no sign of regard from God. 
In Sheol he will still be cut off from God. He 
rises to the thought, and throws out the wish 
(I4 13(r ), that there may be release from Sheol, 
and later on is assured that * his redeemer (go el) 
lives,' and that he himself will see God (19*). All 
this implies, first of all, literal death, and then 
restoration to life after death, i.e. resurrection in 
the proper sense of the word.* 

These' three tendencies of thought which were 
at work in the mind of Israel during and after the 
Exile seem to spring naturally out of the previous 
OT religion, and not to require any extraneous 
influence to account for the shape which they 
took. No doubt, such a passage as Yasna lx. 
11, 12 is sufficient proof of a clear and lofty 
doctrine of resurrection in Persian religious 
thought. f But at the most such belief among 
their foreign rulers did no more than stimulate 
the home-born expectation of resurrection in the 
breast of Israel. 

B. A POCRYPHA. —The variations which the 

* It must be confessed that both the text and the exegesis of 
this passage are still involved in considerable obscurity. See 
the Comm., especially those ot Dillmann, A. B. Davidson, and 

Duhm. 

t ' In order that our minds may be delighted and our nob the 
best, let our bodies be glorified as well, and let them, O Mucda, 
go likewise openly (to Heaven) as the best world of the suints 
devoted to Anura. and accompanied by Asha Vahista, who is 
righteousness the best and most beautiful, and may we see thee 
and may we approaching come round about thee, and attain to 
entire companionship with thee.'— Soared Bk*. of the Eatt. voL 
xxxi. p. 312. 



Digitized by 



Google 



RESURRECTION 



RESURRECTION 233 



doctrine of resurrection underwent in tiie inter- 
Testamental period are various and complicated. 
Their inconsistencies may be gathered from the 
brief summary of them in art. Eschatology, 
vol. i. p. 748 b : for a full account of their phases, 
Charles, Eschatology (Jowett Lecture), chs. v.-viii., 
should of course be studied. ' See especially an 
admirable summary in Book of Enoch, ed. Charles, 
ch. 51, note. 

Three of the deutero-canonical books require a 
few words, viz. Sirach, Wisdom, 2 Maccabees, as 
representatives of widely divergent views. The 
earliest of these (Sirach) is on the lines of Ecclesi- 
astes, not rising beyond the old popular conception 
of Sheol. The immortality of man is distinctly 
denied in Sir 17 3 ". The contrary statement in 
19 19 is omitted in Bg AC (followed by RV). It is 
found, however, in the Complutensian text, and 
in the very important MS, Ho 248. Apparently, the 
only immortality expected is (1) that of the nation, 
and (2) for the individual a good name, 37 s *. The 
three passages which appear to imply a better 
hope (46 ia 48 11 49 10 ) are capable of being other- 
wise interpreted ; cf. Schwally, Das Leben nach 
dem Tode, § 40. — In direct opposition to Sirach 
is Wisdom, see Wis 2 19 3 lff \ But the expectation 
of immortality in this book is probably drawn 
from Greek philosophy much more than from 
Psalms or Prophets. A belief in the pre-existence 
of souls is held to be involved in it (Wis 8 W ), and 
resurrection of the body is nowhere contemplated.* 
— On the other hand, 2 Mac. expresses the assurance 
of such a resurrection not only as an opinion, but 
as the motive and support of martyrdom. The 
persecutor can mutilate the body, but God will 
restore it intact (2 Mac 7» 11"-* 14«). And 12** 
shows that the author had a Sadducean denial of 
resurrection confronting him, such as is implied 
by the silence of 1 Mac. in regard to everything 
relating to a future life. Thus we have in these 
three books severally (1) the ancient view of Sheol 
as the end of man, (2) the expectation of immortality 
for the soul alone, (3) belief in the resurrection of 
the body. It may be added that in 2 Mac. for the 
first time dvdarafftt occurs in the Gr. Bible in the 
sense of ' resurrection ' (but cf. Ps 65 title).— 2 Es. 
need not be discussed here, as it is entirely post- 
Christian. For the pseudepigraphic literature the 
reader has already been referred to Eschatology. 

ii. Effect of the Teaching and Resurrec- 
tion of Jesus on the Expectation of Resur- 
rection IN Israel.— In the tirst place there may 
be room for doubt as to the precise character of 
this expectation. May 2 Mac. be taken as the 
expression of it? Was it regarded as a return to 
life under previous physical conditions in order to 
partake in a Messianic kingdom upon the present 
earth subjugated and renewed? It is to this that 
a survey of OT prophecy seems to lead, and it is 
this which seems to be in the minds of the apostles 
so far as we can judge by their utterances in the 
Gospels. It has indeed been shown by Charles 
(Escltalology, Jowett Lect. p. 238) that such a 
view is more properly characteristic of the 2nd 
cent. B.C. than of the 1st. The portions of Eth. 
Enoch which belong to the 1st cent. B.C. declare 
that the Messianic kingdom is of only temporary 
duration, and that the goal of the risen righteous 
is not this transitory kingdom, but heaven itself 
(op. cit. p. 201 ff. ). Yet the literature of a period 
is not decisive as to popular belief, and the ex- 
pectation of the kingdom of God in the Gospels 

* Teichmann (Die Paulinitehm Vor$telluntjen con A%ferttefi- 
vtuj und lierieht) endeavours to show that in 2 Co 5 St. Paul 
has abandoned his early Judaic belief in a literal resurrection, 
under the influence of Hellenic thought, and especially of the 
Book of Wisdom, cf. »>». See pp. 11-75 for the whole argument, 
which, though ingeniously worked out, is nevertheless uncon- 
vincing. 



appears to be more in harmony with the earlier 
eschatology. Even if * the doctrine of the resur- 
rection current among the cultured Pharisees in 
the century preceding the Christian era was of a 
truly spiritual nature,' it had not laid hold of the 
moss of the people. The character of the resur- 
rection belief to be gathered from the Mishna (for 
which see Weber, Jiid. Theol.' pp. 309, 370) is prob- 
ably better evidence of Jewish popular opinion 
in the time of Christ than any portion of Eth. 
Enoch, though it seems too much to say with 
Weber, that Enoch cannot in any case serve as 
authority for the exhibition of Jewish theology 
(op. cit. p. xv). Assuming, then, that the popular 
conception of resurrection was return to life under 
previous physical conditions in order to partici- 

Eate in a Messianic kingdom, we have to observe 
ow this would be a fleeted by the teaching and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

A. Teaching of Jesus. — In the Synoptics 
the resurrection is taken for granted. There 
the discourses of Jesus seldom if ever communi- 
cate doctrine. Doctrine is presupposed. The dis- 
courses are practical, and it is in connexion with 
conduct, ana judgment upon conduct, that the 
resurrection comes before us. However, a new 
view of life and death is implied in Mt O 2 * ' the 
damsel is not dead, but sleepeth,' and to enforce 
this teaching may have been in part the object of 
the three miracles of raising the dead. There is 
another more important exception to the absence 
of direct teaching, the answer to the Sadducees 
(Mt 22°-" Mk 12'**, Lk 20*-*), which was evi- 
dently felt by those who recorded it to be of the 
highest importance. As an answer to the difficulty 
raised by the Sadducees, the words of the Lord are 
in a measure confirmatory of Eth. Enoch 51* 
(' they, i.e. the righteous, will all become angels in 
heaven '). But the Lord goes on to attack the 
position of His adversaries, and to prove, not 
indeed that there will be a resurrection, but that 
the conditions of it exist. The souls of the 

Etriarchs are still truly alive, because acknow- 
Iced by God Himself (Ex 3 s ) to be in rclution 
to Him; cf. Lk ].»«•»• «. Their resurrection in 
the body is indeed a further step, but follows 
inevitably from the love of God (see Swete on Mk 
12 38 ). The narrative of Luke extends the thought 
of this relation of man to God from the souls of the 
patriarchs to all men, and to this striking utter- 
ance St. Paul probably refers in Ro 14 7 - 8 . — In the 
Fourth Gospel the treatment of the doctrine of 
resurrection is different. There it forms part of 
Christ's doctrinal system, both as to the spiritual 
revival which is its necessary condition (Jn 5**' - s ), 
and as to His own share in effecting it (& a - * 
gss. M. 44. M) j n tn i 3 l a tter particular we may com- 
pare the expectation of Eth. Enoch, which had 
connected the resurrection with the coming of the 
Son of Man (Eth. Enoch 51 l 61"). This claim of 
Christ is concentrated in the words, * I am the 
resurrection and the life,' Jn ll 38 . In Martha's 
words and Christ's reply the old and the new 
doctrines meet, and the old is taken up and trans- 
formed into the new, losing nothing and gaining 
much. A serious difficulty, however, arises on 
this teaching. If resurrection is presented (Jn 6 40 ) 
as the necessary ultimate result of believing on 
the Son of God, the resurrection of unbelievers 
must, it is evident, stand on some other footing. 
To deny it altogether would be to fall into the 
fallacy of arguing from denial of the antecedent to 
denial of the consequent. But it must clearly be 
different in character. What is the difference ? 
The question will recur below in considering St 
Paul's presentation of the doctrine in Ro 8'*. A 
resurrection of the wicked is plainly presupposed 
in Christ's teaching as to the Judgment, Mt 25 x " r *. 
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It is, moreover, distinctly affirmed in Jn 5 s8 - s . 
The excision of these verses as proposed by some 
critics (Charles, Eschatology, p. 371) is an arbitrary 
method of getting rid of the difficulty. The solu- 
tion seems to lie in the doctrine of two resurrec- 
tions different in nature if not in date, which is 
implied in Lk 14" 20 s8 , where see Plummer's notes 
(Internat. Crit. Comm. on Luke). The causation, 
so to speak, of the resurrection of the righteous 
from the dead (tj in ptKadv ivdaraan) will be dif- 
ferent from that of the rising of the wicked, 
though in both cases it proceeds from Christ as its 
author. 

B. RESURRECTION OF JESUS, AND ITS EFFECT 

oy the Doctrine of Resurrection. — Of greater 
moment than any result of verbal teaching was 
the change in the doctrine produced by the resur- 
rection of Jesus. The Jewish expectation, if it 
has been rightly estimated above (i. A.), would 
have been fulfilled by a return to life such as that 
of Lazarus, with a body subject to all its previous 
conditions. This and the two preceding raisings 
from the dead had appeared to confirm the popular 
view. And the Lord Himself had accommodated 
His teaching to the same expectation in Mt 18 s , 
though, as we have seen, He had incidentally 
rebuked it in Lk 20 s *. But when He had risen, 
it was clear that the body with which He had 
risen was in some ways released from previous 
material conditions. He could pass through a 
closed sepulchre (implied by Mt 28"), and closed 
doors (Jn 20 s8 ), and be present at no great interval 
in different and distant places (cf. Lk 24 18 and 24"). 
It was the same and yet with a certain difference 
which was enough in some cases to delay or hinder 
recognition (Mk 16 12 , Jn 20" 21 4 ). As against 
this alteration in the character of His risen body, 
it might be urged that He asked for and received 
food (Lk 24 41ff -, Ac 10"). But in these cases the 
purpose of the moment was to convince the dis- 
ciples that what they saw was not a phantom ; cf. 
Alt 14 w . This, with a view to the persons dealt 
with, could best be done by taking food. If there 
be resurrection of the body, there is no reason why 
such a body should not have the power of taking 
food without depending on it. Once cross the 
boundary of the present sphere of existence, and 
we are in a realm where we can no longer say ' this 
is impossible.' Indeed it was the reality and 
identity of His risen body which the Lord had 
to insist on ; the difference was evident, and spoke 
for itself. To sum up, the effects of His resur- 
rection were these — (1) It assured men of what 
till then had been a hope imperfectly supported 
by Scripture warrant, and therefore contested by 
an influential school of thought (the Sadducees). 
(2) It raised and enlarged that hope ; cf. 1 P 1*. 
Whatever influence the lofty predictions of Eth. 
Enoch (Similitudes) may have had among the 
studious and learned, it is probable that the people 
generally had interpreted resurrection as a renewal 
of this present life under its previous conditions. 
Christ's resurrection showed that it meant entry 
into an entirely new phase of existence. (3) It 
brought the doctrine of resurrection from the 
background of religious thought to the very front. 
The gospel of Jesus Christ demanded acceptance 
on the ground of His resurrection. It was that 
which declared (iplfriv) Him to be the Son of God 
(Ilo l 4 ), and set the final seal of Divine acceptance 
on His teaching and life ; and, as was afterwards 
realized, on the sacrifice of His death. The gospel 
which the apostles preached was the gospel of the 
resurrection (cf. Ac 4 s ), though this combination 
of words does not actually occur. Confession of 
Jesus as Lord, and belief in His resurrection, arc 
the only things necessary for salvation, Ro 10". 
iii. The Place thereafter assigned to the 



Doctrine of the Resurrection of the Dead 
in Apostolic Teaching.— To this the preceding 
remarks naturally lead us on. In two respects the 
doctrine presented itself to men of the apostolic 
age differently from the way in which we regard it. 
(1) To the apostles the expectation of the Second 
Coming in their own lifetime, arising from such 
sayings as Mt 24 s4 , superseded in some measure the 
expectation of resurrection for themselves and for 
those whom they addressed, yet the strong Saddu- 
cean opposition to the gospel is expressly attributed 
to the apostles' teaching as to the resurrection 
(Ac 4 a ). (2) On the other hand, the sense of the 
new life imparted to them by the words of Christ 
and the gift of the Spirit, with the example before 
them in the Person of Christ of how this life could 
triumph over death, made the resurrection in its 
aspect of quickening (iuovoidadai) an already pres- 
ent fact. They were already risen with Christ, 
death was brought to nought (2Ti l 10 ), and the 
subject of their preaching was 1 this life ' (^ fw*/ 
a&n), Ac 6 10 ). But for later ages of the Church 
the literal resurrection has appeared to be the 
important thought, and the mystical resurrection 
has lost the freshness which it had when grown 
men entered by baptism into the new life, from 
the bondage or Judaism or the superstition and 
vice of heathenism (Ro 6 4> B ). But the question as 
to apostolic teaching is really not a general one, 
but special, and to be answered almost entirely 
from the Pauline Epistles. The Catholic Epistles 
and Hebrews contribute very little. It is when St. 
Paul turns to the Gentiles that the doctrine of 
the resurrection assumes a fresh prominence. It 
is not merely, as in Judam, that witness must be 
given that Jesus is risen, to men who expect already 
resurrection for themselves ; but the idea of resur- 
rection is here a new one, and there is no previous 
belief in which the resurrection of the Lord can 
find its place. Popular Hellenic thought on the 
subject was vague, and apparently but little in- 
fluenced by the doctrine of retribution taught in 
the mysteries (Salmond, Chr. Doct. Immortality, 
p. 135 note). Philosophic thought was simply 
concerned with the possible immortality of the 
soul, and uniformly discarded the prospect of a 
renewed existence in the body except by way of 
transmigration, a totally different conception from 
that of resurrection. In his discourse at Athens, 
St. Paul carried the Stoics with him throughout, 
until he came to the words ' in that he raised him 
from the dead,' Ac 17". Then some mocked, and 
Paul departed from among them. Hence in both 
his Epistles to the most distinctly Greek of the 
Churches which he addresses (Corinth), St. Paul 
enters fully on the question of resurrection. It 
was apparently at Corinth, first of all, that the 
mystical sense of resurrection, described above, 
usurped the place of the literal sense. It is to St. 
Paul that we owe the clear presentation of both 
the literal and the mystical views of resurrection 
as truly compatible. As examples of the mystical 
sense, besides Ro 6 4, 8 (already referred to), we have 
Col 2 13 3 1 , Eph 2 s '-. The last-named passage carries 
the mystical union with Christ beyond His resur- 
rection to His ascension. And it is in reference to 
the mystical resurrection that we are to understand 
the baptismal hymn, ' Awake thou that sleepest, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ shall shine 
upon thee,' Eph 5". It is easy to see how such 
language, if it stood alone ana without its com- 
plement, might give occasion to the teaching of 
Hymenteus and Pliiletus that the resurrection was 
past already, 2 Ti 2 18 . It was therefore absolutely 
necessary for St. Paul to emphasize also the literal 
sense of the doctrine, which he does in 1 Th 4 16 , 
2 Co 5, Ph 3", but especially in I Co 15"-f . In the 
latter passage he first shows that faith in the re- 
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Burrection of the dead is vital to the gospel, because 
the resurrection of Christ is vital to it, and that 
cannot be maintained if the resurrection of those 
who are in Christ is denied. Then he meets the 
difficulties which Greek thought, more subtle and 
critical than Jewish, felt so strongly — ' How are 
the dead raised, and with what manner of body do 
they come ? ' 

In further examination of the Pauline doctrine, 
three questions will present themselves, which 
must be dealt with successively— (1) In what re- 
spects, if at all, does the teaching of St.- Paul on 
the snbject go beyond the teacninc of Christ! 
(2) Is his teaching consistent with itself ? (3) Does 
it include a doctrine of two resurrections ? 

(1) The principal thought which we owe to 1 Co 
15 is that of a spiritual (■KvevfiariKbv) as distin- 
guished from a natural (fvxiK6v) body, namely, a 
body which is adapted to be the organ of a per- 
sonality in which it is no longer the soul (^vx4) 
but the spirit {wrtv/xa), which is supreme. This is 
in full correspondence with the account given in 
the Gospels of the risen Christ, but needed to be 
definitely stated (cf. 1 P 3 18 RV): The analogies 
by which the possibility of such a body is indicated 
(vv."' 41 ) are to be regarded as (a) popular illustra- 
tions, (6) examples of the inexhaustible resources 
of God, and are not adduced as arguments. The 
crux of the doctrine is, ■ What continuity is there 
between the natural body resigned at death, and the 
spiritual' body received at the resurrection ? 1 For 
this, another analogy is brought forward— that of 
the seed and the wheat plant ; and here again we 
have an illustration which must not be pressed too 
closely. It does not imply that the writer believed 
that there really is as it were a seed in the dead 
body out of which the new body will be developed 
(cf. Weber, Jud. Theol* p. 369 ; Hughes, Diet. 
Islam, art. ' Resurrection ). Nor do St. Paul's 
words necessarily imply that view of the doctrine 
which from the Apologists onwards was general in 
the Catholic Church, namely, that the matter which 
constituted the former body at the time of death 
will be collected, and that the former body will 
thus be reproduced in all its members. The 
passage lends itself quite as readily to Origen's 
suggestion of a 'ratio quae salva est' (Or. de 
Principiis, II. x. 3) ; see Westcott, Gospel of Re- 
surrection, ii. § 7. In considering the difficulties 
attending the idea of the preservation of identity 
in the body, it must not be forgotten that difficulties 
also attend the conception of a continuous identity 
of the soul. 

(2) Is Ht. PavTs teaching consistent with itself? — 
It is urged by Teichmann (op. cit.) that St. Paul's 
view in 1 Thess. is purely Judaic (echt Judische). 
It is true that he says nothing in 1 Thess. of the 
' change ' which is so prominent in the teaching of 
1 Co 15, but this is no proof that it did not then form 
part of his expectation. 1 Co 15 is described by the 
same writer as 'a compromise'; and strongly con- 
trasted with 2 Co 5, a contrast which must now be 
examined, (a) In 2 Co S* the resurrection body is 
described as 1 our habitation which is from heaven,' 
an expression which is not strictly consistent with 
the resurrection or retention of the former body as 
in 1 Co 15. But the inconsistency is no more than 
is allowable in speaking of a really indescribable 
event. The notion of a previously prepared body 
brought to the soul to be animated by it surely 
could not have definitely presented itself to the 
a|K>stle's mind without being at once discarded. 
And it is further to be observed that vv. 1 -* have 
verbal coincidences with Mk 14 M , which, although 
a partly inaccurate statement of Christ's words, 
may very well have been known to St. Paul and 
have influenced his choice of expressions, (b) 2 Co 
5 1 has been held to imply that St. Paul expected 



the resurrection body immediately upon his death. 
But this is not proved by his use of the present 
tense (tx°v**), which only expresses the certainty 
of his hope. Nor is it proved by Ab> KarakvOi, for 
tA» need not here, as in some cases, be rendered 
' whenever,' but may retain its strictly conditional 
force, and so express the doubt which St. Paul still 
felt as to whether his ' earthly house ' will really 
be dissolved by death, or be changed at the Lord s 
coming without dissolution. Nor, again, does his 
expectation of being with the Lord as soon as he 
leaves the body (5 8 ) imply that his resurrection 
would then take place (if indeed the term * resur- 
rection ' be applicable to such a view, which is 
hardly the case), for, in another Epistle in which 
he expresses the same expectation of being im- 
mediately with Christ in case of death (Ph l 2 ), he 
makes it perfectly clear that the change of the 
body of humiliation into the body of glory does not 
occur until the Second Coming (Ph 3 30 "-). It may be 
replied that the change described in Ph 3 s01- refers 
only to those who shall be alive at the Coming, 
among whom St. Paul has again begun to include 
himself (cf. Ph l 5 *). But this can hardly lie pressed 
in face of his definite expectation for himself of 
i-esurrection from the dead in Ph 3 11 . We therefore 
conclude that he expects to be with the Lord before 
the Parousia in a disembodied state. Teichmann's 
arguments are largely based on a detached note 
on 2 Co 5 in Schmiedel's Hand- Commentar, pp. 
200-202, and on Schmiedel's exegesis generally. 
It should be added as a supplementary considera- 
tion that the supposed abandonment by St. Paul 
of belief in an intermediate state would present a 
serious difficulty in view of the miracles of raising 
the dead recorded in NT. It is surely inconceiv- 
able that a soul already invested with a glorified 
body should be recalled to exchange it for an 
earthly one. 

(3) The two resurrections. — We have already 
seen under OT that this expectation belongs to 
the earlier stages of the doctrine. First came the 
hope of resurrection for righteous Israelites, and it 
was only by degrees that the expectation was 
extended to wicked Israelites, and afterwards to 
the Gentiles. In Lk 14" we have perhaps some 
sanction given to a distinction between the resur- 
rection of the righteous and that of the wicked, 
and in Lk 20 38 they that are accounted worthy to 
attain that world and the ' resurrection from the 
dead' are spoken of as (all of them) 'sons of God.' 
The conclusion to be drawn is, not that Christ 
taught that only the righteous will be raised, but 
that their resurrection is to be thought of as 
separate from that of t he wicked. This distinction 
seems to be confirmed by Jn S 28 , and to be followed 
by St. Paul in Ac 24 1 *. With this clue we can 
scarcely fail to see the same thought in 1 Th 4", 
where the resurrection of the dead in Christ is 
spoken of quite without reference to any general 
resurrection, though this must not be inferred 
from the word ' first.' This word is correlative to 
'then' (ftreira), which introduces as the second 
event the ' rapture ' of the living. Again, in 1 Co 
15 B - M there seems to be a distinction between the 
phrases 'they that are Christ's' and 'the end,' 
which latter expression may cover the general 
resurrection ana the judgment. Lightfoot (on 
Ph 3 U ) distinguishes firmly between i) itaii6.oTa.oti 
7; t k pfKpwv, &y&oraot* iic vtupGiv on the one side, and 
$ ivdoraoit run vfKpuiv on the other ; the former two 

fibroses being equivalent to dv&oraois fwijs, and the 
atter phrase to ivioraou Kploeut, Jn S a . And 
indeed it would be hard to explain St. Paul's words, 
Ph 3 U 'if by any means l may attain,' if we 
suppose that what he desired to attain to was 
merely that resurrection which is certain for all. 
The only other explanation of such an aspiration 
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is that lie had given up belief in a resurrection of 
the wicked. On the whole, it appears that there 
must be some distinctive character in the resurrec- 
tion to life, both as to causation and nature, which 
has not yet been brought out adequately in 
theology. Thus we are led to return to the 
difficulty stated above (ii. A) as arising from the 
teaching of the Lord in Jn 5 and 6. Christ's 
promise to raise His hearers in the last day is 
conditioned by belief on the Son (Jn 6 40 ), and their 
resurrection is represented as an act of grace 
extended to them by Christ (Jn 5* 1 e 44 -"), although 
it is also said that ' all who are in the tombs shall 
hear his voice and shall come forth' (5 s "). Now 
St. Paul's teaching distinctly follows the same 
line : ' He that raised up Christ Jesus from the 
dead shall quicken also your mortal bodies through 
(or because of) his Spirit which dwelleth in you' 
(Ro 8 U ), which limits this Divine operation to those 
in whom the Holy Spirit dwells. 1 Co 15**-*° is a 
fuller statement of the same thought. The body 
there spoken of is spiritual, i.e. a tit organ for the 
spirit, a description which cannot refer to any but 
tne saved. 1 Co 15 w has been quoted on the other 
side as proving that all (both righteous and wicked) 
shall be made alive in Christ. But * all ' probably 
means all who are already in relation to Christ as 
believers. See Meyer, Kommentar 8 , ed. Heinrici, 
on the verse. It must be acknowledged that the 
line of teaching in the above passages makes 
strongly at first sight for a resurrection of the 
righteous only, and, in short, for the doctrine of 
conditional immortality. But inasmuch as this 
view can be carried through only by dint of very 
rough dealing with the text of the NT in several 
passages, e.g. Jn 5*, it may be concluded that while 
'life' (Jn 6 40 ) and its equivalent, the indwelling 
Spirit (Ro 8"), are both the cause and the earnest 
or resurrection for believers, they are nevertheless 
not indispensable to such a resurrection as is 
involved m the presentation of the rest of man- 
kind in an embodied state before their Judge. 

(4) From the doctrine of two resurrections, in 
whatever form it be accepted, arises the ques- 
tion, Will there be an interval between them, and 
if so what occurs in it? 1 Co I5* 1 ' 5 *, arguing from 
Ps 1 10 1 , seems to imply that there is an interval 
during which Christ subdues all His enemies. A 
much more definite statement occurs in Rev 20 4 " 8 , 
where the interval is a thousand years — 1 the rest 
of the dead lived not till the thousand years should 
be finished.' In this passage the first resurrection 
is placed at the beginning of the millennium, and 
at the end of it follows not a second resurrection 
but the 1 second death.' It is beyond the scope of 
this article to show that in the first three centuries 
belief in a millennial reign of Christ on earth was 
generally accepted in the Church. See esp. Justin, 
Dial. lxxx. 1 ; Iren. v. 33 ff. The interpretation 
given by Augustine* to Rev 20 1 is that the first 
resurrection is the spiritual awakening which 
began to work in mankind after the coming of 
Christ, i.e. the resurrection in its mystical aspect ; 
and that the millennium of Rev 20 is the period 
from that awakening onwards. He supports this 
explanation of the reign of the saints by the con- 
stant use in NT of 'Kingdom' as equivalent to 
the Church militant. This is hardly satisfactory 
as an exposition of the passage in question. It is 
rather an exposition of passages in the Prophets 
and the sayings of Christ which underlie Rev 20 ; 
and as such it has real value. The history of the 

• ' De hoc ergo regno militia, in quo adhuc cum hoste con- 
fligitur, ct aliquando repugnatur pugnantihus vitiia, aliquondo 
et cedentibus imperatur, donee veniatur ad ilium pacatissimtim 
regnum, ubi sine hoste regnabitur ; et de hac prima resurrec- 
tione qxit nunc est, liber istc (sc. Apoc.) sic loquitur.' — Aug. 
de Civ. Dei, xx. ; and sec abjo vi.-x., which are full of interest 
throughout. 



Church has been a history of the subjugation of 
the world to Christ, slow but progressive. Such 
a view, however, if adopted in reference to Rev 20, 
would contradict the identification of 'the first 
resurrection' with 'the resurrection of the just,' 
which must, so far as we can see, be taken in 
other passages to mean a literal resurrection. The 
interpretation of Rev 20 is beset with difficulties 
and contradictions, which are well stated by 
Milligan, Lectures on Apoc, Lect. vi. The sugges- 
tion of a considerable interval of time between 
the resurrection of the just and that of the unjust 
has therefore no secure basis. The significant 
contribution of the Apocalypse is the clearness 
with which the resurrection of the wicked for 
judgment appears in it, which can hardly be dis- 
missed on the ground that the book is ultra- 
Judaic. See, further, art. Millennium. 

There remains to be dealt with in a few words 
what is probably the latest book in the Canon 
(1 Jn 3 1 ). St. John first disclaims knowledge of 
the nature and conditions of our future state, and 
then in three words, ofioioi airy iabpeOa (' we shall 
be like him '), gives the substance of the Christian 
doctrine of the resurrection of the dead. Our 
resurrection will be on the pattern, so to speak, of 
His. Not only does His resurrection answer all 
doubts as to the possibility of resurrection for us, 
but it also answers sufficiently the questions in 
which those doubts express themselves, namely, 
as to ' how ' and ' wherewith.' In one respect the 
parallel between His resurrection and ours appears 
to fail. But a little reflexion will show that the 
difference involved in the reanimation of a body 
not yet decayed, as was the case in His resurrec- 
tion, and the clothing of the soul with a body 
which has to be reconstituted, is of no great 
weight, inasmuch as the change which passed on 
the Lord's human body at resurrection must have 
been of so fundamental a character, that although 
outward identity was preserved, yet the natural 
body had given place to something wholly different. 

The extenuation of the Christian doctrine of the 
resurrection of the dead into a natural or conferred 
immortality of the soul to avoid perplexities 
arising from the limitation of our knowledge, 
evacuates the force of St. Paul's teaching as to the 
ideal sanctity of the human body, e.g. 1 Co 6 1 *, and 
sacrifices the moral value of a sense of its high 
destiny. Again, it breaks up tiie Pauline con- 
ception of man as body, soul, and spirit, all capable 
of being preserved entire without blame ( 1 Th 5 a ). 
Even if we hesitate to accept St. Paul's psycho- 
logy, we must confess that the only self which we 
know is a self constituted of body as well as soul. 
St. Paul's expression of Christian hope is not 
deliverance from the body, but redemption of the 
body. The redemption of the body is the last 
stage in the great process of adoption ( vloQtala) by 
which we are made ' sons of God ' (Ro 8 a ). 

Litkraturb.— W. R. Alger. Critical History of the Doctrine 
of a Future Life, with Bibliography bv Ezra Abbott (the latter 
also pub. separately) ; Schulu, OT Theology (Eng. tr.). vol. ii. 
pp. 882-398; Bcysehlag, NT Theology (Eng. tr.); Schurer, 
II J P f 29, ' Messianic Hope* ; 8chwally, Da* Leben naoh dem 
Tode ; Teichmann, Die Paulinitehen Vorttellungen von Aufjr- 
ttehung und Oericht ; Cheyne, Origin of the Ptalter, Lect. viii. 
part u. ; Commentaries on 1 and 2 Co, especially Meyer's 
Kommentar, ed. Heinrici, Schnriedel's Hand •Comment ar, and 
Klopper'8 Second Corinthian*; articles in Herzog, PRE*, by 
Kubel, and in Hauck, PR&, by Schaoder ; articles on Ebciiat- 
olooy in present work ; Westcott, The Gotpel of the Returreetion ; 
Sir O. G. Stokes, Immortality of the Soul (a short pamphlet). 
By far the most important modern works are Salmond's Christian 
Doctrine of Immortality ; and, on different lmos, Charles' Ktchat- 
ology, Hebrew, Jewi*h. and Christian, with which should be read 
the same author's Book of Enoch. See also Thackeray's Relation 
of St. Paul to Contemp. Jewish Thought, ch. v. (published after 
the foregoincr art. was in typeX Fuller accounts of the literature 
will be found at the end of the three articles on Esciiatoumjt. 

E. R. Bernard. 
RED Oin ; LXX and NT 'Pa-yatf, hence AV in Lk 
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3" Ragan).— The son of Peleg, Gn ll u n , 1 Ch 1» 
Lk 3 s *. The ethnological signification of the name 
is uncertain. Von Bohlen has even suggested its 
identity with Ullages in Media ; Ewald (Hist. i. 
268, Eng. tr.) conjectures Arghana at the sources 
of the Tigris; some think of Rughwa in the 
Shammar mountains in Arahia (see Sprenger, Geog. 
Arab. 233, 294), others of the Aramaean Jtu'ua in 
S. Babylonia, often mentioned in the Assyrian in- 
scriptions from the time of Tiglath-pileser IL 
onwards (see Delitzsch, Parodies, 238 ft'. ; Schrader, 
KAT* 117 [COT i. 102]). Mez (Gesck. der Stadt 
IfarrAn, 23) makes Ken the name of a god ; but see 
Dillm. Genesis, ad loc. J. A. Selbie. 

REUBEN (punt LXX 'Pov/5i}i> [E in Gn 30" 
*Pou/3£m] ; but Jos. Ant. I. xix. 7, etc. '?ov^r)\os, Syr. 

[Lee] ^ \ . n ni Rubil, and similarly [so Dillmann 
on Gn 29 w ] in Arab, and Eth. Versions and some Gr. 
MSS 'Pov/SiX, 'Pov/tyX). — The etymology is quite un- 
certain ; MT spelling makes tne name=' Behold a 
son.' Gn 29 s3 , playing upon the form of the word, 
finds in it a suggestion of ' He hath looked upon 
my distress ' (rail b*'onyt), and possibly also of ' Ho 
will love me ' (ye'ihabhani). Joseph us (I.e.) states 
that the word meant, ' It had happened to her 
according to the compassion of God,' i.e. El. 
None of these derivations are probable. Baethgen 
(Beytrdge, p. 159) prefers the reading lieu ben, and 
sees in it a strengthened form of the Arabic proper 
name Ru'ba, found in an African inscription as 
the name (in the form Rubatis) of a Palmyrene. 
If Reubcl is read, he would explain it as re'u-bel or 
re'u-b-el, 'seen by [cared for by] Bel or El,' and 
not, as some have taken it (with Gad and Asher), 
as the name of a god. Dillmann (on Gn 29 s ") 
prefers the reading Reubel, and connects it witli 
Arab, ribdl, 'wolf; Ball (on Gn 29", SDOT) 
suggests a connexion with the Egyptian ra-uban, 
but prefers to derive from Arab. ra'Hb, ' a chief 
who mends matters, a big, portly chief,' from 
ra'ba, ' to mend.' The form itrii occurs as a 
proper name in Aramaic inscriptions (Lidzbarski, 
p. 367) ; and it seems possible that, whichever 
reading is preferred, the root m 'great' underlies 
the word (note Reuben's position as firstborn). Cf. 
Lagarde, Onom. Sacra, s.v. ; Gray, HPN pp. 65, 124. 

In J, Reuben is the firstborn of Jacob, and the 
son of Leah, Gn 29 s * ; he finds mandrakes for her, 
30"; and lies with Bilhah, the slave -girl whom 
Rachel gave to Jacob as a concubine, 35 a . Per- 
haps in the original narrative of J this episode 
was placed after Jacob's death, and was a legiti- 
mate incident of Reuben's succession to his father 
(Addis, but cf. below). In the Blessing of Jacob 
(possibly incorporated by J in his work), Gn 49 s1 -, 
in the text as it stands, Reuben is the firstborn, 
and is denounced for the act of incest. 

In E, Reuben appears only in the story of Joseph, 
as making an unsuccessful attempt to save him 
from his other brothers, 37 32, *,* and as ottering 
his sons as pledges for the safety of Benjamin. 

In P, Reuben is Leah's son and Jacob's first- 
born, 35°, 46 8 »=R, etc., 1 Ch 2 1 . Gn 48 5 ap- 
parently implies that the birthright was trans- 
ferred from Reuben and Simeon to Ephraim and 
Manasseh. This is expressly stated of Reuben in 
1 Ch 5 1 , and his incest is given as the reason. 

Reuben is often regarded as merely the epo- 
nymous ancestor of the tribe, and the primitive 
traditions as tribal history cast in the form of 
personal narrative. See next article. 

W. H. Bennett. 

REUBEN (Tribe), REUBENITE8, CHILDREN 
OP REUBEN, derivatives, etc., of Reuben, Roubel, 

* In 37U Reuben has been substituted for Judah by an 
editor. 



etc. — (Cf., throughout, Gad for the treatment of 
matters common to the two tribes, which is not, 
as a rule, repeated here). 

i. Early History. — The relation of Reuben to 
the other tribes is indicated genealogically by the 
statement that Reuben was the firstborn, the son 
of Leah, that he committed incest with Bilhah, 
and that the birthright was transferred to Ephraim 
and Manasseh ; i.e. in early times Reuben was the 
most powerful tribe and enjoyed the hegemony, 
which passed at a later period to Ephraim and 
Manasseh. The incest incident is variously inter- 
preted. Either the tribe retained a lax sexual 
morality abandoned by its fellows ; or it in some 
way assailed the rights of the Bilhah tribes, Dan 
and Naphtali. If the latter view is taken, the 
reference must be to events before the Exodus ; 
otherwise it is impossible to determine whether 
these traditions refer to events before or after the 
Conquest. In the narrative of the rebellion of the 
Reubenite chiefs Dathan and Abiram against 
Moses (Nu 16, JE), we may have a reminiscence 
of an attempt of Reuben to assert its ancient 
rights as premier tribe. 

As a 'son' of Leah, Reuben is grouped with 
Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun, and Dinah. 
This arrangement does not agree with any known 
geographical or political conditions, and may be 
a reminiscence of the state of affairs before the 
Exodus. 

In P, etc. (Gn 46», Ex 6 14 , Nu 26 s , 1 Ch 5»), the sons 
or clans of Reuben are Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and 
Carmi ; and, at the Exodus, the prince of Reuben 
is Elizur ben-Shedeur (Nu I s 2 10 I 30 10"), and the 
Reubenite spy is Shammna ben-Zaocur (Nu 13*). 
Buchanan Gray (HPN p. 197) is inclined to regard 
Shaddaiur[Shedeur] as one of a set of names which 
are 'archaic artificial formations,' not improbably 
created by the author of P, rather than 'names 
actually current at any period.' He seems to 
favour a similar view as to Elizur (p. 199). P also 
tells us that Reuben numbered 46,500 (Nu l 11 2 11 ) 
at the first census, and at the second 43,730 (Nu 
26'). Reuben occupies the first place in Nu I s - " 
26 s , but the fourth place in 2 10 7 80 10 18 . In the 
order of marching in the wilderness, Reuben 
headed the ' camp of Reuben,' which was on the 
south side, and also included Gad and Simeon, 
Nu 2 1U . 

ii. The Conquest. — Reuben was associated 
with Gad in the occupation of Eastern Palestine, 
in co-operation with the other tribes in the Con- 

3uest of the West, and in the return across the 
ordan, and the various incidents connected with 
the erection of a great altar (see GAD ii.). 

iii. The Territory of Reuben ; cf. Gad Hi., 
Map and Table of Cities. — Besides minor references, 
we have two main accounts of the territory : (a) 
Nu 32 s7 " (JE) 'The Reubenites built Heshbon, 
Elealeh, Kiriathaim, Nebo, Baal-meon (their names 
being changed), and Sibmah : and gave other names* 
unto the cities which they builded.' These cities 
lie in a district about midway between the Jabbok 
and the Arnon, but nearer to the southern stream. 
Dibon and Aroer, given to Gad in the preceding 
paragraph, are to the south of the Reubenite cities ; 
so that the territory of Reuben seems to have 
been an enclave in that of Gad. There is no 
trace of these cities being called by different 
names either before or after — Bcth-baal-meon is 
only a variant of Baal-meon. The writer cannot 
intend to tell us that the Reubenites gave to 
their cities the names of foreign gods, Nebo and 
Baal ; so that those given are the ancient names, 
and the new names are not mentioned here or any- 
where else. Perhaps, as Dillmann suggests, the 
writer meant that the Reubenites did not use such 

* 'Gave other names' often omitted by critics as a gloss. 
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names, but substituted others unconnee ted with the 
worship of false gods. This list may indicate the 
geographical relations of Gad and Reuben at some 
flourishing period of the Israelite monarchy. (6) 
Jos 13, P (using earlier sources?). The northern 
boundary of Reuben is a line drawn about E.N.E. 
eastwards from the northern end of the Dead Sea, 
or due E. from some point on the Jordan a little 
farther north. The line passed a little north of 
Heshbon. The \V. boundary is the Dead Sea and 
the Jordan, the S. boundary is the Arnon, the E. 
boundary is not defined. As far as they have 
been identified, the cities assigned to Reuben else- 
where in P (Jos 20. 21) and in 1 Ch 6 fall in this 
district. The statements of P may not rest upon 
any actual knowledge of historical geography, but 
state a theory as to the legitimate claims of 
Reuben. (c) In 1 Ch 5"* la the Chronicler (so 
Kittel, SBOT) tells us that a Reubenite clan 
Joel (so apparently) occupied Aroer, as far as 
Nebo and Baal-meon ; but also mentions a Gadite 
clan Joel. If these statements rest on ancient 
tradition, we have a trace of the confusion arising 



as carried captive by Tiglath-pileser. On the 
other hand, they are kept quite separate in the 
Blessing of Jacob (Gn 49) and the Blessing of 
Moses (Dt 33) ; and the latter document shows us 
that Gad was flourishing when Reuben had been 
reduced to insignificance. Probably Gad and 
Reuben were associated at the Conquest, and 
through the proximity of their territories; but, 
after the Conquest, the prevailing tendency to 
lapse from national unity to tribal isolation 
loosened the ties between the two eastern tribes, 
till Reuben was overwhelmed by some catastrophe, 
and its remnants became absorbed in Gad. 

Apparently, at and immediately after the Con- 
quest, Reuben was still an important tribe. In 
the Song of Deborah it is referred to before Gad, 
and at greater length — 

* By the watercourses of Reuben 
There were great resolves of heart. 
Why safest thou among the sheepfolds. 
To hear the pipings for the flocks ? 
At the watercourses of Reuben • 
There were great searching* of heart 
OUead abode beyond Jordan ' (Jg ftW).* 
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from the close association of the two tribes : clans 
and territories were reckoned sometimes to the 
one, sometimes to the other. 

The district assigned to Reuben is described 
under Moab. 

iv. History after the Conquest.— It is diffi- 
cult to determine how far Reuben had a history 
separate from that of Gad. In Nu 32 and in the 
narratives in Joshua, Reuben and Gad are con- 
stantly associated, and, as we have seen, were 
somewhat intermingled in their territorial settle- 
ments. This relationship probably arose out of 
the arrangements made during the period of the 
Conquest, and were not due to any previous special 
connexion between the two tribes; Reuben is a 
' son ' of Leah, Gad of Zilpah, Rachel's slave. P's 
usual grouping (Nu 2 10 etc.) — Reuben, Simeon, 
Gad— in the history of the Exodus is a reflexion of 
later conditions. "Reuben and Gad [Gilead] are 
mentioned consecutively in the Song of Deborah 
as havinc both held aloof from the war against 
Sisera. The two tribes are also associated in 
2 K 10 s8 as 1 smitten' by Hazael, and in 1 Ch 5 s8 



Thus, at this time, Reuben was still much occu- 
pied with flocks and herds, perhaps altogether a 
pastoral, semi- nomadic people ; ana was too little 
interested in its western kinsfolk to join the 
muster against Sisera. 

In Jg 20. 21 (RP* on JE) the eastern tribes take 
part in the war against Benjamin. The Blessing 
of Jacob, a document of the early monarchy (B.C. 
1000-850), opens by referring to Reuben; thus, 
according to MT — 

4 Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning 

of my strength ; 
The pre-eminence of dignity, and the pre-eminence of power. 
Uncontained as water, thou shalt not nave the pre-eminence ; 
Because thou wentest up to thy father's bed : 
Then deflledst thou it : he went up to my couch.' 

The sense is obscure, and the text doubtful ; but 
the lines seem to suggest that at this time Reuben 
was still powerful ; out in bad odour with the 
* Moore (Pff) emends the text and translates— 

• Great were the dissensions in the divisions of Reuben. 
Why didst thou remain amid ash-heaps, 
Listening to pipings at sheepfolds f 
Quoad sat still beyond Jordan.' 
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other tribes, possibly on account of lax sexual 
morality (Dilfmann), or for political reasons, or 
because the tribe had in some way violated some 
Israelite tradition as to religions observances. Jos 
22 may be based on some such reminiscences. 

Another view is that these lines are an explana- 
tion, after the event, of the ruin of the tribe; 
but, if this were the case, we should expect some 
more definite and circumstantial reference to the 
calamity. 

In 1 Ch 5 M - 18 " M , according to Kittel (SBOT), 
part of the material added dv the Chronicler to 
his sources, we read that, in the time of Saul, the 
Renbenites had much cattle, and in conjunction 
with Gad and Eastern Manasseh possessed them- 
selves of the cattle and conquered the territory of 
the Hagrites, and 'dwelt in their stead till the 
Captivity ' (see Hagrites). The same stratum of 
Chronicles (so Kittel) makes the following state- 
ments as to the Reubenites in the reign of David. 
In 1 Ch 12 18 - r amongst the Israelites who came to 
David at Hebron to make him king were 120,000 
from the Eastern tribes; and, according to 1 Ch 
26**, David appointed 2700 Levites of Hebron as 
ecclesiastical and civil officials over these tribes ; 
and 1 Ch 27" states that the chief of the Reuben- 
ites in his reign was Eliezer ben-Zichri. No doubt 
the Reubenites often engaged, with varying suc- 
cess, in border warfare with the neighbouring 
tribes ; and tradition may have preserved re- 
miniscences of a victory oyer the Hagrites. The 
statistics are probably obtained by the Chronicler's 
familiar conjectural reconstruction of history. 

Kittel, however, considers that the statement of 
1 Ch 1 1* 3 , that among David's mighty men was the 
Reubenite chief Adina ben-Shiza with thirty fol- 
lowers, is derived from some ancient source no 
longer extant. 

According to an ancient source preserved in 
1 K 4 7 " w , Solomon divided the country into twelve 
districts, three of which lay east of Jordan. The 
southernmost is described as ' the land of Gad (so 
Benzinger with LXX [B] ; MT has * Gilead '), the 
country of Sihon ' ; * Reuben, in common with the 
majority of the tribes, is not mentioned. At the 
disruption Reuben fell to the Northern kingdom, 
1 K 11*. 

In the Blessing of Moses (Dt 33), a document 
composed in the Northern kingdom under either 
Jeroboam I. or II., Reuben is still mentioned first ; 
perhaps, however, only through the influence of 
the earlier Blessing of Jacob. The verse runs— 
1 Let Reuben live, and not die ; 
Yet let his men be few 1 (RV>t 

This verse implies that Reuben had become alto- 
gether insignificant. So, too, the Moabite Stone 
mentions most of the Reubenite cities as occupied 
or conquered by Moab ; it speaks of the Gadites, 
but does not name Reuben. Hence before the 
time of Mesha (a younger contemporary of Ahab), 
Reuben had long lost the country to the east of 
the Dead Sea, if it ever held it, and was merged in 
Gad. When or how Reuben lost its power and 
prosperity we do not know ; the change may have 
been gradual. On the one hand, Reuben was the 
outpost of Israel towards the S.E. deserts, it was 
exposed to hostile neighbours on both its southern 
and eastern frontiers, and constantly bore the 
brunt of the predatory habits of the Bedawfn ; 
on the other, it was largely isolated from the 
other tribes geographically, and, according to 
the ' Blessings,' had alienated their sympathies. 
Reuben may nave suffered through the weakening 

• ' Og," etc, is a Ute gloss. The last clause of v.l» is obviously 
corrupt both in MT and LXX ; Benzinger emends ' A prefect- 
general was appointed over all the prefects.' 

t Improbable renderings are : ' And let not his men ' (RVm), 
and ' May he not die, or his men become few ' (Dillm.)- See, 
farther, on this passage, art. Simeon (Tribe). 



of the power of Israel in the latter part of the 
reign of Solomon, and at the time of the dis- 
ruption. 

The Chronicler (1 Ch 5 t - n - x ) associates the 
Reubenites with Gad and E. Manasseh, as occu- 
pying E. Palestine, till the two and a half tribes 
were carried captive by Tiglath - pileser, and 
mentions Beerah ben-Baal of the clan Joel as 
chief of the Reubenites at that time. No doubt a 
remnant of Reuben remained amongst the Gadites 
up to this captivity. 

Certain indications suggest that other Reubenite 
clans took refuge in Judah, and became merged in 
that tribe. Two of the clans of Reuben as given 
in P and Chron. bear the same names as two clans 
of Judah, viz. Hezron and Carmi,* Gn 46*- )s , 1 Ch 
4 1 ; and P also mentions (Jos 15 8 18 17 ) the stone of 
Bohan the Reubenite as a landmark on the bound- 
ary between Judah and Benjamin. 

Ezk 48 8 - ai makes provision for Reuben in the 
restored Israel ; and Reuben is one of the twelve 
tribes enumerated in Rev 7 B . Besides Gad, cf. 
Moab. W. H. Bennett. 

REUEL ( Wl 5 LXX '?ayoi^\). — 1. A son of 
Esau by Basemath, Gn 30»- lu - » 1 Ch 1»- «. 
2. Ex 2", Nu 10 s9 (AV in the latter Raguel). See 
Hob a ii and Jethro. 8. The father of Eliasaph, 
the prince of Gad, Nn 2 U , called (probably by 
mistaking t for i) Deuel in 1" 7«- * 7 lO*. The 
LXX has everywhere 'Pa-yow)X. 4. A Benjamite, 
1 Ch V. 

REUMAH (*?'*! ; A [B is wanting here] '?cypd, 
D 'P(Tifii). — The concubine of Nahor, Abraham's 
brother, Gn 22 s4 . 

REVELATION.— See Bible. 

REYELATION, BOOK OF.— 

i. Introduction. 

1. Title. 

2. Canonicity. 

3. History of Interpretation. 

ii. The Nature of Apocalyptical Writings. 

1. Daniel : (o) occasion and message ; (M underlying 

faith ; (c) source and authority of the message ; 
(<f) plan of the book. 

2. Characteristics of Apocalypses in comparison with 

Prophecy : (a) situation and message ; (6) duaiistlc 
theology ; (c) element of prediction ; (d) pseud- 
onymous authorship; (e) literary material and 
form; if) literary composition and history; 
(g) apocalyptical dogmas. 
S. Inferences as to Methods of Interpretation. 

4. Book of Rev. as an Apocalypse : (a) likeness to 

Jewish Apocalypses ; (6) unllkeness ; (c) remain- 
ing questions. 

iii. Contents and Composition of Revelation. 

1. Contents. 

2. Plan: (a) introduction; (6) plan of chs. 1-S; 
e) plan of chs. 4-22 ; (d) experiences of the seer, 
1) place and movement, (2) heavenly scenes, 

(8) form of inspiration. 

3. 8ources : (a) Old Testament (chs. 18. 21-22* lM-*>) : 

(6) Jewish apocalyptical tradition (chs. 4. 
12. 13. 17). 

iv. Historical Situation. 

v. Teachings of Revelation. 

1. Predictions : (a) general ; (6) details, (1) fall of 

Rome, (2) saving of the faithful, (3) fall of Sotan, 
(4) the thousand years. 

2. Religious Ideas (Theology) : (a) Ood ; (6) Christ's 

person and work ; (c) the Christian life. 

vi. Relation of Rev. to other NT Books. 

1. St. Paul. 

2. Synoptic Gospels. 

3. Gospel and Epistles of 8t John. 
Conclusion. 

i. Introduction.— 1. Title.— The first word of 
the Book of Revelation gives the current title not 
only to this book, but to the class of literature to 
which it belongs. The word ' apocalypse ' does 
not occur again in Rev., and does not here signify 
a literary product. The title which the book 
•Unless we read Chelubai in lCh4>. • 
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suggests is rather ' the words (or the book) of the 
prophecy of .John ' (I s 22 7 - 10 - ,8 - IB ). Certainly the 
title 'Apocalypse of John* (tfC, etc.) implies a 
different use of the word ' Apocalypse ' from that 
which the NT attests. The book is introduced 
not as the Apocalypse of John, but as * an apoca- 
lypse of Jesus Christ.' v God is the ultimate author 
of the revelation. He gave it to Christ, and 
Christ, through His angel, to His servant John, 
who therefore testifies to that which is ultimately 
' the word of Godj' and more immediately ' the 
testimony of Jesus Christ,' though it can also be 
called 'whatsoever things he saw' (I s , cf. lun ). 
The phrase 'apocalypse of Jesus Christ' here 
means, not a revelation of Him {i.e. the Parousia, 
as in 1 Co l 7 , 2 Th l 7 , 1 P l 7 - 13 4"), nor a revela- 
tion concerning Him, but a revelation by Him 
concerning the future (cf. Gal l ,a - ,8 , where the 
revelatiou is by Christ, but also concerning Him 
—a self-revelation). 

2. Canonicity.— There is probably no trace of 
Rev. in the Apostolic Fathers (Zahn, Gesch. d. NT 
Kanons, i. 954 f.). Ign. ad Eph. xv. 3 does not 
necessarily imply Rev 21* ; still less does ad Phil. 
vi. 1 require Rev 3 ,!Br -. Papias is the first to attest, 
not the apostolicity, but the credibility of Rev., 
according to Andreas, bishop of Cujsarea (Cappa- 
docia), wno in his commentary cites two remarks 
of Papias on Rev 12 7 . Their source, however, is 
unknown, and Euseb. does not directly mention any 
reference to Rev. by Papias {HE Hl.xxxix.). He 
does, however, say that Papias based his cliiliasm 
on apostolic statements, which he took literally, 
instead of figuratively as he should have done. It 
is true that when Irenteus appeals in favour of 
the reading 666 (13") to presbyters who had seen 
John {Hatr. v. xxx. 1 ; Euseb. HE v. viii. 5), we 
naturally think of Polycarp or Papias as his 
authority. But this is not a matter about which 
Iren. would naturally remember what, as a boy, 
he had heard the aged Polycarp say ; and if he 
had been able to appeal to Polycarp, he would 
have done so by name. It is probably tradition 
rather than recollection on which he rests. 

Justin {Dial. Ixxxi. 15) is the first to declare that 
Rev. is by ' John, one of the apostles of Christ ' (cf. 
Euseb. IV. xviii. 8). Melito, bishop of Sardis 
(170), wrote a lost work on the 'Rev. of John' 
(Euseb. IV. xxvi. 2). This is important, since 
Sardis is one of the seven Churches. Theophilus 
cited Rev. (Euseb. IV. xxiv. 1), and sodid Apollonius 
(Euseb. v. xviii.). Irenteus was a defender of the 
apostolic authorship of the Gospel, Epistles, and 
Rev. of John (for Rev. see /far. iv. xx. 11, v. xxxv. 2, 
' John the Lord's disciple,' elsewhere simply ' John,' 
I. xxvi. 3, IV. xiv. 2, etc., or without name). Iren. 
took his high estimation of the book with him to 
the West. It was regarded as 'sacred Scripture' 
by the Churches in Lyons and Vienne in a.d. 177 
(Euseb. V. i. 10, 58 ; Zahn i. 201, 203 f.). Tertullian 
cites Rev. frequently, and attests its recognition in 
Africa, as by 'the Apostle John' (c. Marcion. iii. 
14. 25). Clement of Alex, cites it and other apoca- 
lypses also, and puts value upon them. So also 
does Origen, in spite of his opposition to cliiliasm, 
which he escapes by allegorical interpretation. 

For the Roman Church, the eschatology of 
Hennas is significant for its independence of 
Revelation. The book stands, however, in the 
Muratorian Canon without suspicion ('John, too, 
in the Apocalypse, although he writes only to 
seven Churches, yet addresses all ') ; and after the 
elaborate defence of it by Hippolytus against 
Cains, its canonicity remained established for the 
Western Church. 

But though hardly any other book in the NT is 
so well attested in the 2nd cent., there were already 
those who denied its authority, and its place in the 



Canon of the Eastern Church was long uncertain. 
The objections appear to have rested on dogmatic 

grounds, though they required to be maintained 
y a denial of the apostolic authorship of the book. 
Marcion, as was inevitable, rejected the book 
because of its strongly Jewish character (Tert. 
c. Marcion. iv. 5). On the other hand, the Mon- 
tanists, with their high appreciation of the new 
Christian prophecy and the strongly eschatological 
type of their Christianity, held the book in high 
esteem ; and it was in opposition to them that 
the well-known, long-remaining antipathy of the 
Eastern Church to Rev. was developed. 

Epiphanius (Har. li. 83) tells of a sect which rejected John's 
Gospel and Rev. , and ascribed both to Cerinthus. He calls them 
Alogi, which suggests that the reason for their criticism was the 
Logos Chri8tology, in which the Gospel, the First Epistle, and 
Rev. agree. The sect would then be anti-Gnostic, as the choice 
of Cerinthus for the author would indicate. Epiph. says they 
supported their view by the fact that there was no Christian 
Church at Thyatira [Rev 2"»1, where this sect had ita seat. They 
are further described as being averse to the sensuous and ex- 
travagant form of the apocalyptical language, the significance 
of angels, etc. 

Irenasus (m. xi. 9) describes a certain sect which rejected 
John's Gospel on account of its doctrine of the Paraclete, and 
not only contended against false prophets, but would exclude 
prophecy from the Church altogether. 8ince this ground for 
the rejection of the Gospel would be even more conclusive against 
Rev., and since Epiph. himself says that the Aloyi opposed the 
Spirit and denied its gifts. Zahn (i. 223-227, 237-262, n. 967-873) 
concluded that this was the same sect that Epiph. called Alogi, 
and that it was an anti-Montanist, rather than an anti-Gnostic, 
movement. Now Epiph. probably got his information about 
the Alogi from Hippolytus (c. 190-236 a.d. at Rome), who knew 
a sect which rejected both books because of the support which 
the Gospel, in its doctrine of the Spirit, and Rev. in ita pro- 
phetic character, gave to Montanism. Against these Hippolytus 
wrote in defence of the Gospel and Revelation. He also wrote 
another book against Caius, a presbyter of Rome, in defence 
of Revelation. This Caius, in a controversial writing against 
Proclus the Montanist (Euseb. II. xxv. 6, III. xxviii. xxxi. 4, vi. 
xx. 3), had evidently rejected Rev., ascribing it, as the Alogi 
did, to Cerinthus. The citation in Eusebius (hi. xxviii. 2) reads : 
' Cerinthus, through revelations professing to have been written 
by a great apostle, brings before us marvels which he falsely 
claims were shown to him through angels, asserting that after 
the resurrection there would be an earthly kingdom of Christ, 
and that men dwelling in Jerusalem will again be subject to 
desires and pleasures. And being an enemy to the Scriptures of 
God, he said that a period of a thousand years would be spent 
in nuptial festivities.' The long dispute as to whether this 
referred to our Rev. must be regarded as ended bv the publica- 
tion, by J. Gwynn (Hermathena, vi. 397 -418), of fragments of 
the reply of Hippolytus to Caius, from which it is evident that 
Caius, who was not one of the Alogi (not a heretic), argued in 
detail against the harmony of Rev. with the rest of the NT, 
using some of the arguments of the Alogi, and in all probability 
ascribing it, and not some other apocalypse, to Cerinthus (so 
Zahn, Bousset, Holtzmann, etc., against Gwynn). 

Zahn dates the writing of Caius against Proclus about a.d. 210, 
and the reply of Hippolytus in defence of Rev. about 215. It is 
evident that Caius did not question the Gospel of John. After 
this, no Western Church writer seriously questioned Rev. 
(though see Jerome's position, below). 

In the East, Dionysius of Alexandria (A.D. 255), 
a pupil of Origen, wrote a temperate and scholarly 
criticism (Euseb. VII. xxv.), in which he argues 
that Rev. is not by John the apostle. He reviews 
previous criticisms, evidently among others that of 
Caius, mentioning the hypothesis that Cerinthus 
was its author. He does not reject the book out 
and out, since others valued it, but cannot himself 
understand it ; and proves, by an elaborate com- 
parison as to literary character, language, and 
composition, that it is not by the author of the 
Gospel and the First Epistle of John. It is indeed 
by some holy and inspired man whose name was 
John. There were many of that name {e.g. John 
Mark), and it is said, he adds, that there are two 
monuments in Ephesus, each bearing the name of 
John. The ground of the rejection of its aposto- 
licity by Dionysius was probably in part a sense 
of its difference from John's Gospel, in part the 
Hellenist's aversion to sensuous hopes, and to the 
chiliasm which made room for such hopes. 

Eusebius, who gives the argument of Dionysius 
at some length, evidently sympathized with his 
view, though his own judgment wavers. He in- 
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clines to ascribe Rev. to the Presbyter John of 
whom Papias wrote (Euseb. ill. xxxix. : ' It is 
probably the second [John], if one is not willing to 
admit that it is the first, that saw the Apocalypse'). 
His doubt as to the place of the book, whether 
among the Hoinologoumena (accepted) or among 
the Notha (rejected), is expressed in ill. xxv. 4. 
He emphasizes the rejection of the book by good 
churchmen, and does not mention the almost 
certain use of it by Papias, or the elaborate 
defence of it by Hippolytus. Yet he cites many 
words in its favour. 

After Euseb. the opposition to Rev. was for a 
time general in the Syro-Palestinian Church. Cyril 
of Jerusalem (Catecn. iv. 33-36) does not name it 
among canonical books ; nor does it appear in the 
Canon 60 of the Synod of Laodicca (c. 360?), nor 
in Canon 85 of Apost. Const, viii. (Zahn, ii. 17711'., 
197 ff., 191 if.) ; nor is it in the list of Gregory of 
Naznuizus (ib. 216 f.), nor in the so-called Synopsis 
of Chrysostom (ib. 230). Neither Chrysostom nor 
Theodore of Mopsuestia mentions the book, and 
Theodoret does not accept it. It does not appear 
in the Chronography of Nicephorus, or in the List 
of 60 books (ib. 298, 290 f.). The Nestorian and 
Jacobite Churches did not receive it (Bousset, p. 
25). 

The question as to the origin and significance of this attitude 
of the Syro-Palestinian Church leads back to the striking fact 
that Rev. (with 2 and 3 Jn, 2 P, Jude) did not originally stand 
in the Syriac NT (Peshitta). It has been supposed that it was 
■till wanting in the Philoxenian version, but Uwynn argues that 
the version he edited belonged to that translation (The Apoca- 
lypse oj St. John in Syriac, 1897). Was the book, then, wanting 
in the Canon of the Syrian Church from the beginning? An 
affirmative answer is made doubtful by the apparent references 
to Rev. in Ephraem. It is not certain, however, that Ephraem 
used Rev., the question being involved in questions of text and 
of authenticity (see Bousset, 21-23). Gwynn (pp. c-cv) believes 
that the book was excluded ' by ignorance rather than of set 
purpose' from the Peshitta Canon, and remained unknown to 
Synac-speaking Christians for perhaps four centuries, except to 
the few who could read it in Greek, among whom he reckons 
Ephraem. Even after translation into Syriac, the book never 
became familiarly known in any of the Syrian Churches. Their 
religious thought and rich liturgical literature remained practi- 
cally uninfluenced by it. Bousset thinks the dominance of 
another type of eschatology, the Apocalypse of Antichrist, 
helped to effect the exclusion of Revelation. 

The Greek Church yielded only slowly to the 
decision of the Western, and admitted the book 
into its Canon. In Egypt, where the opposition 
first developed in orthodox circles, it was sooner 
overcome. Athanasius, and others after him, re- 
cognized the book. The first Eastern commentary, 
that of Andreas, belongs to the 5th cent., and the 
next, that of Arethas, to the 9th. Each begins 
with a defence against doubts as to the canonicity 
of the book. 

In the West, after the elaborate defence of 
Hippolytus, Jerome alone shows the intluence of 
Eastern doubts. The Eastern Church, he says, 
receives Hebrews ; the Western, Revelation. He 
inclined to accept it (Ep. ad Dardanum, 129), 
but elsewhere (>» Psalm. 149) he puts it in a 
middle class between canonical and apocryphal. 
This suggestion did not bear fruit until Carlstadt 
(1520), at the beginning of the Reformation, made 
a threefold division of NT books, corresponding 
to that of the OT in Hebrew, and put in the 
third, least authoritative, class (with the OT 
' Hagiograp/ia '), 2 and 3 John, 2 Peter, Jude, 
James, Hebrews, Revelation. Of these seven, 
which are ' of third and lowest authority,' Rev. 
stands last, on the verge of being apocryphal. 

Luther at first (Preface in Translation of NT, 1522) expressed a 
strong aversion to the book, declaring that to him it had every 
mark of being neither apostolic nor prophetic. Apostles spoke 
clearly, without figure or vision, of Christ and His deeds ; and no 
prophet in the OT, to say nothing of the NT, deals so entirely with 
visions and figures. It is comparable only with 4 Ezra (2 Esdras), 
and he cannot see that it was the work of the Holy s pirit. More- 
over, he does not like the commands and threats which the writer 
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makes about his book (22i»- and the promise of blessedness 
to those who keep what is written in it (l 3 227), when no one 
knows what that is, to say nothing of keeping it, and there are 
many nobler books to be kept. Moreover, many Fathers re- 
jected the book ; and though Jerome says it is above all praise, 
and has as many mysteries in it as it has words, yet he cannot 
prove this. ' Finally, every one thinks of it whatever his spirit 
imparts. My spirit cannot adapt itself to the book, and a 
sufficient reason why I do not esteem it highly is that Christ 
is neither taught nor recognized in it, which is what an apostle 
ought before all things to do.' Later (1534), Luther flndsapossi- 
bility of Christian usefulness in it, and gives its message in words 
well worth quoting : ' Briefly [Rev. teaches that] our holiness 
is in heaven where Christ is, and not in the world before our 
eyes, as some paltry ware in the market. Therefore let offence, 
factions, heresy, and wickedness be and do what they may ; if 
only the Word of God remains pure with us, and we hold it dear 
and precious, we need not doubt that Christ is near and with 
us, even if matters go hardest : as we see in this Book that 
through and above all plagues, beasts, evil angels, Christ is 
still near and with His saints, and at last overthrows them ' 
translation of Westcott, Canon, 1888, p. 483). He still thought 
t a hidden, dumb prophecy, unless interpreted, and upon the 
interpretation no certainty had been reached after many efforts. 
His own interpretation of the book as anti-Papist may have 
led him to a more favourable opinion of it. But he remained 
doubtful about its apostolicity (Preface to Revelation in the 
edition of 1545), and printed it, with Hebrews, James, Jude, as 
an appendix to his New Testament, not numbered in the index. 
The other three doubtful books, 2 and 3 John and 2 Peter, it 
was not so natural to separate from 1 John and 1 Peter. In 
this way these four books were printed in Luther's Bible as late 
as the 17th cent. So also in Tindale's New Testament. ' In 
general the standpoint of the Reformation is marked by a 
return to the Canon of Eusebius, and consequently by a lower 
valuation of Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2 and 3 John, James, Jude, and 
Revelation ' (Holtzmann, Einieitung,v. 157). 

Zwingli regarded Rev. as ' not a Biblical book ' ; and even 
Calvin, with his high view of inspiration, does not comment on 
2 and 3 John and Revelation. Only gradually was the effort to 
maintain such a deutero-canonical class of books in the NT 
given up, as the dogmatic displaced the freer and more his- 
torical attitude toward the Bible. 

In general it may be said that Rev. has main- 
tained its place in the Canon, in spite of doubts 
and assaults, not because of its extravagant claims 
to inspiration and authority, not because of its 
visionary form, and not because of its eschat- 
ology, but rather in spite of all these, which were 
marks also of the many apocalypses, Jewish and 
Christian, that the Church rejected.* Nor can 
it be said that belief in its apostolic authorship 
kept the book in the NT, for this was very 
early denied, and could as easily be set aside, as, 
for example, that of the Apocalypse of Peter, 
which the Church rejected. The real reason, 
for the sake of which apostolic authorship was 
maintained, was the consciousness that, on the 
whole, the religious faith and feeling of the book 
predominate over its apocalyptical form, and 
give to apocalyptical language, which the majority 
cannot understand or accept in its literal sense, 
practically the value of figure for the emotional 
expression of Christian faith and hope. It is 
really as Christian poetry, rather than as the 
disclosure of mysteries of the unseen world and 
of the future, that the book has been valued, and, 
because valued, preserved and canonized by the 
Christian Church. 

A hook, however, which has been canonized 
because of its general contents, and the spirit 
behind its form, will inevitably be used by many 
for its details literally taken. So used, Rev. has 
often had a harmful influence, setting thought 
upon useless tasks, and stimulating self-centred 
and morbid hopes and fears. If one puts over 
against this the wonderful ministry of comfort and 
strength in times of trial which the book has 
rendered, he may find justification both for the 
doubts and for the final decision of the Church 
regarding its canonicity. 

3. History of Interpretation. — The history of the 
interpretation of Rev. is an interesting chapter in 

4 Christianity has been in certain sects and at certain times 
apocalyptical in temper, but not on the whole. Many apo- 
calypses were treasured as sacred by sects and at times, wllifib 
were left aside by the Church as a whole and in the end. 
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Church history ; * but it is an inseparable part of a 
much larger chapter which it would be quite im- 
possible to write here. Harnack {Hist, of Dogma, 
1. 129 1i'., 167 ff.) describes the two contrasted, 
though not mutually exclusive, conceptions of 
Christianity, the eschatological and the spiritual, 
the relations of which make one of the chief 
themes in the history of Christian thought. The 
earlier eschatological view gave way, especially 
under the influence of Greek thought, to the 
spiritual conception of salvation. Chiliasm, of 
which Rev. was the one clear and authoritative 
source, ' is found wherever the gospel is not yet 
Hellenized.' It is evident that where Hellenistic 
views prevailed Rev. must be either rejected or 
spiritually interpreted. 

Among; chiliasts, besides Cerinthus, the heretic, are Papias, 
Justin, IrentBus, Hippolytus, Tertuilian-r-the early defenders of 
the authority of Revelation. Origeu, on the other hand, could 
receive the book and yet oppose a cbiliastic conception of 
Christianity. The Eastern Church in general, as we have seen, 
followed the easier method of rejecting or neglecting the book. 
In the West, Victorinus (c. 303) commented on the book in a 
chiliastic (i.e. literal) sense ; but a greater influence was exerted 
by the Commentary of Tyconius (before 380), whose interpreta- 
tion is spiritualistic. Through him ' the Latin Church Anally 
broke with all chiliastic inclinations and all realistic eschat- 
o'ogy ' (Boussct, 63). The ' thousand years ' denote the present 
period of the Church between the First and the Second Coming 
of Christ. He was followed by Augustine (de cioitate Dei, xx. 
7-17) and Jerome. 

The possession of world-rulership by the Church 
took away the ground for chiliastic hopes, and re- 
moved both the circumstances and the temper out of 
which Rev. came. There was, however, a revival 
of the prophetic spirit in the Middle Aces, in re- 
action against ecclesiasticism and the secular spirit. 

From the protesting order of the Franciscans, who attempted 
to recover the character and spirit of apostolic Christianity, 
cume a chiliastic interpretation of Rev. about a.d. 1200, by 
Joachim of Floris. In Commentaries on Jeremiah and Isaiah 
under his name the end of the world was fixed at 1240 (Rev 111 
12<f) and then at 1290. Tho woman (Rev 17) was already inter- 
preted of the Romish Church by these pre- Reformation reformers, 
and this, together with a like application of the beasts of ch. 13 
to Rome and the Pope, inevitably became a standing feature 
of Protestant commentators from Luther onwards ; with ex- 
ceptions, such as Orotius (1644) and Hammond (1663-1669). 

Over against this enticing but flagrant misuse 
of the book, Catholic scholars in part sought for 
other historical applications of these figures (Turks, 
Mohammed, etc.); but in part made a beginning 
of a more correct method of interpretation by 
seeking in events of the author's own time, in 
the Jews and the Roman empire, for the clue to 
his predictions. 

8o especially Alcazar (1614), a 8panish Jesuit of Antwerp, who 
maintained that Rev 1-11 was aimed against Judaism, chs. 12 ff. 
against Rome. This correct effort to interpret Rev. in the light 
of the events of its own time was carried forward by Grotius, 
Hammond, Clericus (1698), Wetstein (1752) and others, at first 
with too much reference to Judaism and the fall of Jerusalem, 
but finally with a growing recognition of Rome as the object of 
the book's denunciations (Semler (1769, etc), Corrodi (1780), 
Eichhorn (1791)). The reference to Nero, in the wounded head 
(ch. 13), which had been found already by Victorinus (303), and 
again in a Jesuit commentary (Juan Mariana), was introduced 
into Protestant exegesis by Corrodi. This so-called contem- 
porary -historical (by some called 'praeterist ') method of inter- 
pretation (ie. by reference to historical events of the writer's 
own time) was most fully carried to completion in the great 
works of Liicke ( Vermich einer rollttandigen Einleitung in die 
Offenbarung, 1832, 2nd ed. 1852), Bleek ( Vorletunqen lifter die 
Apok. 1862), and Ewald (Comm. in Latin, 1828, Die Johann. 
Schriften, 1862). ' So also Volkmar (1862), Diisterdieck (Meyer, 
1859-87). t 

In general these writers date the book before 70 (Rev lli-lS) ; 
regard it as written chiefly against Rome ; and find in it a pre- 

* See Liicke, Einl. in die Offenbamntfl, 1863 ; Holtzmann, 
Band-Commentar, iv. p. 280 ff. ; Bousset, Kommentar, pp. 
61-141. 

t To Liicke was especially due the recognition of the fact 
that Rev. is not an isolated book, but is one of a class, that it 
belongs in kind to the Jewish apocalypses, and is to be inter- 
preted as they are. The fact that Daniel contains allusions to 
the Greek empire and to Antiochus Epiphanes was a strong 
reason for accepting the apparent references in Rev. to Rome 
and Nero. 



diction of the return of Nero. The interpretation of the number 
666 as Nero Casar seems to have been mode independently by 
several scholars (Fritzsche, Be nary, Hitzig, Reuse, Ewald (?)). 
With this understanding and dating of Rev., Baur affirmed its 
apostolicity, and made It a monument of the original Jewish 
Christianity. 

Against this method conservative theologians 
still attempted either new interpretations of the 
book as a summary of Church history (the ' Church- 
historical' or 'continuously historical' method, 
Hengstenberg, Ebrard, etc.), or a reference of its 
predictions to events still future, the end of the 
world (the endgeschichtliche, 'futurist' method, 
Kliefoth, Zahn). A method which is in some 
sense intermediate between these is one that sees 
in Rev. not definite events in Church history, but 
symbolic representations of good and evil prin- 
ciples, their conflict and the coming victory ot the 
good (Auberlen's reichsgeschichtliche Methode). 

A similar standpoint is occupied by Milligan {Commentary on 
the Apocalypse ; The Jiev. of St. John, Baird Lectures, 1886 ; 
Discussions on the Apocalypse, 1893 ; The Bk. of Hen. (Ex- 
positor's Bible], 1899. The Apoc. embraces the whole period 
from the First to the Second Coining of the Lord. It sets 
before us within this period the action of great principles and 
not special incident* We. must interpret in a spiritual and 
universal sense that language of the Apoc. which appears at 
first sight to be material and local). So also Benson (The 
Apocalypse, 1900) maintains that Rev. unveils Jesus Christ as 
present in this world, and His enemies, Satan and his agents, 
who are all principles not persons or historical characters, ' the 
principles which maintain the self-deceiving half of human 
nature in its death struggles with a Divine Wisdom which 
slowly vanquishes it' (p. 176). 

It is, of course, true that beneath every book 
there are certain fundamental beliefs and hopes 
capable of being generalized and taken out of 
all historical relations. It is true also, as we 
shall see, that the allusions, for example, to Nero 
are not so clear as we should expect of one who set 
out to describe him in symbol. But the principles 
which these writers look for are still less clearly 
symbolized, and it is a fundamental mistake to pro- 
ceed upon the assumption that such principles are 
everywhere intended, and also that the teachings 
of Rev. must agree with all other teachings of the 
NT and with the judgment of the Christian con- 
sciousness. The history of tho book in the Canon 
might well have kept others from the bondage of 
this assumption, as it kept Luther and the early 
Reformers. But the assumption is no longer 
possible for those who approach Biblical study in 
a historical spirit. For such, the effort to find in 
the book allusions to events of its author's time 
is natural, and this method is destined to general 
acceptance. Of late, however, a growing convic- 
tion has arisen that this contemporary -historical 
method is not sufficient by itself to solve all the 
problems of the book. 

The first question to arise concerned the unity 
of the book. As prophetic books like Isaiah and 
Zechariah and apocalypses such as Enoch are 
composite, it was natural to raise the question 
with reference to Rev., and to remove by literary 
analysis the unevenness in structure and the want 
of harmony, both in historical references and in 
doctrinal views, that had troubled interpreters. 
Theories of composite origin have been advanced 
in two general forms : (1) The book is in its 
present form a unity, but its author made use of 
various documentary or traditional sources, of 
Jewish or Christian origin, incorporating them 
in his work. (2) The present book is the result 
of one or more revisions of an older Jewish or 
Christian apocalypse, or more than one. 

Weizsacker, who gave the impulse to this effort at literary 
criticism, held the former of these two views : * ' We have in 



* The history of these efforts has been told by Holtzmann, 
Jahrb. f. Prot. Theol. 1891 ; Barton, A JTh, 1898 ; A. Meyer in 
Theol. Rundschau, 1897; and In fuller detail by Rauch, Die 
Offenbarung dee Johannes, 1894, and Bousset, Komm. p. 127 ff. 
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this writing:, which is as certainly pseudonymous m are all 
apocalypses, a compilation, which in its origin is already a 
compilation ; and in its various strata, which certainly reach 
far back, it testifies in itself alone to an extensive practice of 
(Christian) prophecy ' (The-ol. Lit. • Zeitung, 1882). The first 
efforts after detail were, however, made on the basis of the 
second theory.— Volter, a pupil of Weitsacker, in a series of 
works (Die Enttehung der A pot. 1882, 1885 ; Dae Problem der 
Apok. 1893), attempted to construct a primitive apocalypse of 
a.u. 65-66, which the author revised after Nero's death. Three 
or four other revisers added to the work, to the last of whom 
the letters are due. Volter argues on the basis of (1) want of 
formal and material connexion, (2) reference to different his- 
torical situations, (3) doctrinal differences, especially as to 
Christology. Some of his observations ore just, but his solu- 
tion of the difficulties is arbitrary and unconvincing.- Vischer 
(Die Offenbarung Johannii, tine jiiditehe Apokalypee in ehritt- 
licherBearoeitung, 1886) put forth a simpler and more attractive 
hypothesis, which, appearing with Uamack's hearty approval, 
won many adherents. He believed Rev 41-228 to be a Jewish 
apocalypse set in a Christian framework (1-8. 22* 21 ) with a 
slight Christian revision (5»-l* 7*" 12" 18» " ul* is. IS 15* 16» 
17" 19» I"- 1«> 20** 21»m and all references to the Lamb). His 
starting-point is Biblico- theological, the presence in the book of 
Jewish by the side of Christian ideas. Harnack (Nachworl) 
admits that this does not in itself involve Jewish authorship, 
but regards that hypothesis as necessary in this case. 

We viand (Omwerkingi en eompilatie - hypotheten toegepatt 
op de Apocalypse van Johannes, 1888) elaborated Vischer'e 
theory by supposing two Jewish sources. The oldest (3) con- 
tained (omitting slight and obvious Christian words or phrases) 
10. Ill-" 12.13. 14*" 152-4 16. (part, esp. U-") 19U-U20. 21K 
i.e. the little book, Jerusalem and the two witnesses, '/ie 
appearance of the dragon and beasts and their final overthrow^ 
the last Judgment and the new world. The later source (k\ 
contained 1 10. 12-17. l» 4. 5" 6. yi*M7 (part) 8.9. 11 14-18 142.* 
15» i6l7b.-» 1414-ao 17. is. 191-8 21»-»7 22l », is. the seven seals 
and trumpets, the fall of Babylon (Rome), and the new 
Jerusalem. These were united by a Christian redactor who 
added (besides occasional phrases) H».i8.ao 2. 3. 141-* 16" '» 
197-10 227a. 12. la. l«-a. 

Weizsacker in his Apostolic Ape rejected these and similar 
efforts at analysis, and held to his original suggestion that tbe 
bonk is a unity ; but its author has made use of various older 
materials, apocalyptical visions, fragmentary in character, and 
has introduced these in such a way as often to interrupt his 
plan. Such pieces are 71-* 111 " I2i iija-17 13. 17. 

Saba tier (Rev. de Thiol, et de Phil. 1887, and Let origine* 
liUeraire et la composition de Vapoe. de St. Jean, 1888) defends 
a similar view. The Christian writer introduced foreign oracles 
into his work, viz. : 11*-" 121-1318 148-20 1QU-18 171-192 (i»24i) 
1911-2010 21*-22». 

Very similar is the view of Schoen (L'origine de CApoc. 
1887). 

This view of the composition of Rev., which does 
justice both to its general unity of plan and style 
and to the breaks in its plan and the contrasts 
in its thought, and does not attempt the impossible 
task of reconstructing complete lost books, has 
gained the adherence of an increasing number 
of competent critics. It is the view of Jiilicher 
(Einleitung in d. NT, 1894). It is also the view of 
Gunkel and of Bousset, though these two scholars 
have carried the problem of the interpretation of 
Rev. on to a new phase. 

Jdn the other hand Spitta (Offenb. Johannis, 
1889), who had reached his main conclusions in- 
dependently before the appearance of Volter's 
work, attempts an elaborate analysis in which 
every verse and word is ascribed to its source. 

The basis of our present book is held by Spitta to be a 
primitive Christian apocalypse, containing the letters and the 
seals (1** M» 2-3. [omitting the conclusion of each letter, 2', 
etc ] 4-6. 8> 7»-" 19«>- 10 22* »■»»■ »«•»■ «">. 21). He believes that 
this was written by John Mark, about 60 a.d. To this a later 
Christian added two older Jewish apocalypses ; one is from the 
time of Calitrula (18*- 14 refers to an illness from which he 
recovered ; 616 [13>8] = Ti.it K«7r«p), occasioned by his effort 
to erect his image in the temple (138-8. 1* 8 "-). It contains (a) 
71-8 8M, (b) 88-921, (c) (9») 101 7, (rf) 11(19) IB 121-n 1218-131» 141-11 
1613-20, («) 1911-21'- «-«*. The other Jewish source is put back 
to the time of Pompey (Israel's first conflict with Rome, and 
the danger of the temple). It is composed of (a) 10i*»- 2»- »»- <">-li, 
(6) lli O. is- 17- 1«, (e)14i4-» 15", (rf) 15M6"- "•*», («) 171-8- 6b 
181-198, (/) 2l»-22»»- 18. All other parts are from the hand of 
the reviser. 

Spitta's work contains much that is of great 
value, but scholars generally agree that such 
minute analysis is impossible, that the book has 
a greater unity than this theory admits, and that 
in particular to ascribe the seven seals, trumpets, 
ana bowls to three different hands is to over- 



look one of the unmistakable characteristics of 
the final writer. Yet Briggs (Messiah of Apostles, 
1895, chs. 9-15) goes even further in this direc- 
tion. His analysis but not his view as to author- 
ship [epistles, seals, bowls, and probably trumpets 
being attributed by Briggs to one author, the 
Apostle John (pp. 303, 369)J is followed by Barton 
(AJTh, 1898). 

It is not to be concluded that the many laborious 
and ingenious efforts at literary analysis have 
been without value, even though they have led to 
no agreeing result. There has been increasing 
agreement as to certain general points. The book, 
though psobably the work of one writer, is not the 
original product of one mind or one occasion. It 
contains sections which appear to be foreign to 
the rest, and may well be of Jewish origin, though 
the line between Jewish and Jewish-Christian is 
one impossible to determine. 7 1 * 8 11 M * 12. 13. 17 
quite certainly belong to this category, and there 
are other sections which may have been taken 
by the writer in practically finished form from 
apocalyptical tradition (e.g. 18. 20. 21»-22 B ). This 
result, however, important as are its bearings on the 
interpretation of the book, since it relieves us of the 
necessity of finding one type of religious thought 
or one historical situation in all parts, by no means 
solves all or even the more important problems of 
historical exegesis. 

Gunkel (Schopfung und Chaos in Urzeit und 
Endzeit: Eine religionsgeschiclUliche Untersuchung 
iiber Gen. 1 und Apoc. J oh. IS (1895)) sharply 
formulated one of tnese outstanding problems — 
that concerning the ultimate origin, the first 
meaning, and subsequent history of that tradi- 
tional material from which apocalyptical writers 
drew. He criticized both the methods in which 
critical scholars had treated the book— that which 
looks everywhere for figurative references to his- 
torical events of the writers time, and that which 
devotes itself to literary analysis as an end. Ac- 
knowledging that some of the apocalyptical figures 
are allegories of current events (On 7. 8, Enoch 85 ff., 
4 Ezr 11 f., Rev 13. 17), and also that criticism must 
separate some sections from their setting, he yet 
urges that tradition largely fixes the form of the 
figures, and that the apocalyptical writer uses 
them not with freedom, out with reverence; not 
creating them as a poetical embodiment of well- 
known persons and events, but seeking in them 
for the clue to the mystery of the present and 
future. The history of tradition is therefore more 
important than the history of literary composition. 
Tradition is, in fact, the real author of an apoca- 
lypse, and it is this fact that gives the writer his 
deep conviction of the truth of his predictions. 
Except where it is expressly indicated, it is not to 
be assumed that references to historical persons 
and events are hidden behind the apocalyptical 
imagery. With reference to most of such images 
(e.g. 9'-" 9 U " :U U 8 *" 16"»-"- 18 6»" (cf. 4 Ezr 4 s5 ) 
11'- 8 6 1 * 16. 6 12 -"), Gunkel declares the contem- 
porary-historical method bankrupt. Even in 
ch. 13, where the first beast is the Roman empire, 
and in ch. 17, where the woman is the city (Rome), 
many details are not to be explained historically. 
Here Gunkel carries his opposition to the ruling 
method so far as to deny phts almost universal 
opinion of critics that Nero is indicated by the 
beast and its' number (pp. 21011'., 336 ff.). Of 
Gunkel's specific argument, which is to illustrate 
and viudicate his method, viz. that Rev 12 is ulti- 
mately an otherwise lost Babylonian myth of the 
birth of Marduk, the conqueror of the Dragon, 
more will be said below. Other elements taken 
from Babylonian mythology Gunkel found, especi- 
ally in chs. 13 and 17, but also in the seven angels, 
stars, candlesticks, eyes (p. 294 ff.), the twenty-four 



Digitized by 



Google 



244 REVELATION, BOOK OF 



REVELATION, BOOK OF 



elders (302 ff.), Harmagedon (263 ff.), the number 3i 
(266 ff.), the number 666 (374 ff.). 

Bousset adopted Gunkel's method in Der Antichrist in der 
Ueberlieferung dee Judentumt, des neuen Testament* und der 
neuen Kirche (1895), and attempted to show that an essentially 
flxed apocalypse of Antichrist, originating in Judaism, can be 
traced from the New Test, down through the Middle Ages ; and 
that this tradition is essentially independent of Rev., though 
Eev. at certain point* shows dependence upon it. In his 
KritiMch-exegetuche Kommentar (Meyer, 1896), Bousset, on the 
question of composition, follows the method of Weizsacker, 
regarding the book as a unity, but seeing in many sections 
apocalyptical fragments introduced by the writer from existing 
tradition, in part Jewish in origin. In several of these frag- 
ments Bousset finds parts of the Antichrist-tradition (7i-« lll^S 
13U-" 14i*-ao) ; others also may woll be of Jewish origin (181-W- 18 
17 [with which should probably go also 1612-21 and 18J, 21"-22<>), 
while 12 is of foreign but apparently not of Jewish origin. 
Bousset's treatment of various matters of detail will be men- 
tioned in the course of this article. 

Holtzmann {EiiUeitunn in d. NT*, 1892 ; Hand-Commentat*, 
1893) recognizes indications of a double historical background 
(soon after the death of Nero, and in the reign of Domitian), but 
does not go beyond the recognition of two or more streams in 
the book, and holds chiefly to the contemporary -historical 
method of interpretation, though now recognizing also the 
importance of tradition as a source of the writer's material 
(Lehrbuch der neutest. Theol. L 463-476). 

The relative value of the three methods of 
interpretation last discussed— the contemporary- 
historical, the literary-critical, and the tradition- 
historical— is still a matter of debate (see Well- 
hausen, Skizzen u. Vorarbeitcn, vi. 1899, pp. 215- 
249, and Gunkel, Zeitschr. f. wissenschl. Theol. 
1899). Each in a measure limits or controls the 
application of the other, and the right of each, 
within its bounds, may fairly be said to be estab- 
lished. Yet they do not, taken together, wholly 
cover the ground. On two general lines, much 
work remains to be done. One is the psychological 
study of apocalyptical writing, the other is the 
historical relations of the Christianity of Rev.,— 
esp. the relation of its eschatology to that of Jesus 
and to that of St. Paul, and the relation of its 
Christology and Soteriology to the Pauline and 
the primitive apostolic. Gunkel at first put for- 
ward his tradition - historical method as also a 
psychological explanation of the apocalypse. The 
writer's belief in the truth and inviolable sanctity 
of his mysterious message could arise only from 
actual vision (which the nature of the material 
and the tendency of the modern mind exclude), or 
from the real antiquity of the material, before 
which the writer himself stood with awe. But 
Gunkel himself is now inclined to allow the actu- 
ality of visionary experiences (as psychologists 
recognize them) in connexion with the writing of 
apocalypses (see the Introduction to his translation 
of 4 Ezra in Kautzsch's Pscudepigraphm d. AT, 
1900, and Preface to the 2nd ed. of his Wirkungen 
des Heiligen Geistes, 1900). The most significant 
effort in this direction, and the occasion of GunkeFs 
modification of his former position, is Weinel's 
Wirkungen des Geistes und der Geister, 1899. 

On the other hand, the question so vital to an 
understanding of the beginnings of Christianity, 
whether the Christology and Soteriology of Kev. 
are Pauline, anti-Pauline, or independent of Paul- 
inism, remains quite unanswered ; as does the other 
still more vital question whether the eschatology 
of Rev. (given as the dictation of Jesus, l 1 22 16 )is 
based on that of the Gospels, and ultimately on the 
teaching of Jesus, or is the source of the eschat- 
ology which the Gospels wrongly ascribe to Him. 

The final problem of the interpreter is, of course, 
to get back as fully as possible into the mind of 
the writer. Two main paths are now open that 
lead toward this result in the case of Revelation. 

( 1 ) The study of apocalyptical literature in general ; 

(2) the study of the contents, plan, sources (so far 
as known), historical situation, and teaching of 
the book itself. These two paths will be pur- 



sued in the following discussion. Two other paths 
invite exploration— (1) the psychological study of 
trance and ecstatic conditions and phenomena in 
religious history, (2) the origin and relations of the 
apocalyptical and the spiritual types of Christian 
thought in the 1st cent. These two paths must be 
opened by further research, in the latter case most 
of all in the Gospels, before results can be sum- 
marized in an article like the present. 

In following the two main paths iust indicated, 
the following presuppositions will be in part 
assumed as a result of the history of criticism, in 
part, it is hoped, proved by the discussion — (1) 
Rev. is an apocalypse among others, and is to be 
viewed and interpreted as such. (2) Rome is that 
embodiment of evil against which the book is 
chiefly directed, whose overthrow it immediately 
predicts. (3) The book makes use of apocalyptical 
materials from various (often probably from Jewish) 
sources, so that the question as to the place of a 
given section in the writer's plan, its meaning in 
his use of it, is to be kept distinct from the ques- 
tion of its original meaning and use, and the 
interpreter at many points has a twofold task. 

(4) It may not infrequently happen that the writer 
receives from tradition details which have no 
meaning at all for him, but which he retains as 
parts of the picture. The traditional meaning is 
in such cases the only one for which we need to 
search ; and often we can only say that it belongs 
to tradition, since the clue to its meaning is lost. 

(5) In such cases, and in various others, the possi- 
bility is open that the writer uses such material 
for its poetic value, and not because of a reverence 
which prevents his altering it. 

ii. The Nature of Apocalyptical Writings. 
— The Book of Rev. calls itself a prophecy, and its 
author classes himself among prophets ; but the 
book is called by us an apo calypse, and we have 
applied this title to cerfaitt-Trttter' Jewish books, 
and some Christian adaptations and imitations of 
them, which we distinguish somewhat sharply 
from prophecy. Our interpretation and estima- 
tion of Rev. is deeply affected by this classification. 
What, then, is the apocalypse in its distinction 
from prophecy ? We cannot avoid some preliminary 
discussion of this question (though see, further, 
Apocrypha i., Apocalyptic Literature, Pro- 
phecy), as it bears on the nature of our book and 
the way in which it should be used. There are 
still some who class Rev. with the prophetic rather 
than with the apocalyptical writings of Israel (e.g. 
Zahn), and there are some who class it with apoca- 
lypses, but regard the apocalyptic as a higher 
form of inspiration than the prophetic (see Terry, 
Biblical Apocalyptics, 1898, pp. 1 1, 12). Since such 
views strongly affect interpretation, it is essential 
to understand the historical relation of the two 
forms of writing and the place of Rev. in relation 
to them. 

The transition from prophecy to apocalypse was 
effected in the OT itself. It was not a sudden 
but a gradual transition, nor is the contrast at the 
end an absolute one. The change is usually traced 
to Ezekiel for its beginning. Daniel is the oldest 
book which has complete apocalyptical form ; and 
it remains the classical example and type of this 
kind of writing. Yet anticipations of certain 
marks of this literature can be found in earlier 
prophets, especially in Isaiah (e.g. Vision of God, 
ch. 6 ; description of Day of J", cn. 2 ; perhaps the 
inviolability of Jerusalem), and genuinely pro- 
phetic traits are not wanting in Daniel (cf. 9*' 1B ), 
or even in other apocalypses from Bk. of Enoch 
to 4 Ezra. The character of the Book of Daniel 
deserves somewhat close attention because of its 
fundamental significance and many special points 
of contact with Revelation. 
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1. Book of Daniel. — (a) Occasion and message. — 
The Bk. of Daniel appeared during the religious 
persecution of Antioehus Epiphanes. Its aim was 
the encouragement of patient endurance and 
fidelity amid persecution. It taught this lesson in 
part by stories (histories) illustrating the safe- 
keeping by God of those who resist the tempta- 
tions and endure the violence of the world-power 
in its hostility to God ; in part by predictions of 
the approaching end of the power now threatening 
and afflicting the people of God. 

Antioehus shall die by a lodgment of God (8» 0» « «) 
after about 3} years (8" V" 127. 11. IS), and the Greek world- 
empire shall be overthrown (2W- »• «*• 7 n - *). This is to be 
accomplished not by human effort, but by God directly (2**- **■ ** 
8» T**- 2i *»), or through Gabriel and Michael, who contend 
with the gods of heathen nations (10'S-lli 121). After this a 
time of trouble shall follow, testing the Jewish people, includ- 
ing some of the dead, and dividing the good from the wicked 

£ 2 i -4. 10). Then shall be established the kingdom of God, which 
the world-kingdom of Israel, and is to endure for ever. 

(b) Underlying faith.— The general foundation 
on which this message rests, the underlying doc- 
trine of the book, is monotheism, the faith that 
all power is God's ; that ' the Most High ruleth in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
he will" (4 17 - a6 - M 5"), and that times and seasons 
are in His hand, fixed by His purpose. This faith 
requires the inference that God's rule must and at 
last shall be recognized by all kings and nations, 
and that He must, in the end, take His kingdom 
to Himself (2"), and rule it through His own 
people (V*- "•»•"). But the very fact that the 
realization of God's rule is future reveals the dual- 
istic element which stands over against mono- 
theism in the theology of the book. The contrast 
between the present and the future, between this 
age and the age to coine, reaches beyond the 
visible into the invisible world, and is connected 
with contrast and conflict there, finds there, indeed, 
its explanation. The seer who would understand 
the present perverse and intolerable course of 
history, with heathen nations at the head and 
Israel at the tail, must not only have the veil 
lifted that hides the future developments of God's 
fixed plan, but must see behind the scenes those 
actions in the angelic world by which man's history 
may be influenced, in some sense, and for a time, 
even against God's plan. 

(c) Source and authority of the message. — Whence 
did the writer gain his certainty of the near 
approach of the fall of the existing world-empire, 
and the realization of the kingship of God, and of 
the beings and actions in the angel-world which 
explain present evils and are to effect their end ? 
The predictive parts of Daniel (chs. 7-12) could 
well oe described, like Rev l 1 , as 'revelations of 
God through his angel Gabriel to his servant 
Daniel.' Gabriel's communications are in part in 
the form of interpretations of dream-visions (chs. 
7. 8, cf. 2), but once he interprets an OT prediction 
after Daniel has studied it and prayed over it 
(ch. 9), and once Gabriel appears to Daniel after a 
three weeks' fast, and declares to him directly (not 
through figure) mysteries of the spirit- world and 
of the future (chs. 10-12). 

The visions are described as real experiences, 
time and place being given, and the deep emotions 
of the seer described (7 1S - » 8»-»- * 9 s - 30 10 7 ' 10 - »•»). 
The experiences seem to lie in the region of sleep 
or on its borderland (7 l - 3 8 18 10»). Their subjective 
reality seems to be in a measure confirmed by the 
intense seriousness which characterizes the book, 
and the writer's evident belief in the value and 
Divine origin of his message. 

But, on the other hand, the book is unquestion- 
ably pseudonymous, and the visions contain, in 
the form of Gabriel's disclosures al>out the future, 
much that was to the author really, and of course 



consciously, history. Is this consistent with the 
impression that the writer is describing really 
visionary, ecstatic experiences, or does it compel us 
to assume that the vision is throughout a literary 
form ? The problem is really a psychological one. 
How are we to explain the form of the book, that 
of visions and angelic interpretations, so as to 
explain both the fact that these consist largely in 
history disguised as prediction, and the fact of 
the writer's emotion and conviction as to their 
contents? It is evident that this form served the 
writer's practical purpose, for it showed that the 
present insupportable condition of his people was 
foreknown and determined by God, and it gave a 
ground for belief in the truth of predictions of 
really future events. But the emotion and con- 
viction of the writer seem inconsistent with his 
use of a purely artistic, not to say artful, form of 
composition. 

Yl e are undoubtedly helped towards a solution 
of the problem by the fact, whose significance we 
owe to Gnnkel, that the predictions of the apoca- 
lypse are not novelties, but rest iri part on tradi- 
tion. The foresight of Daniel comes to the writer, 
at least in part, through the study of the older 

Srophets. The interpretation of the 70 weeks of 
er 25 1 "- 29 10 is certainly of central significance in 
the book (ch. 9). But it is probable also that 
symbolical figures such as those of chs. 7 and 8 
(cf. 2) were not invented de novo by the author, 
but came to him from the past, and were regarded 
by him as mysterious types and forecasts of human 
history, in which he could find the future the 
more surely because he could find in them the 
past. The pseudonymous form becomes both less 
offensive to us and more intelligible if we suppose 
that the writer was actually searching in ancient 
prophecies, and in apocalyptical traditions to him 
no less ancient, for previsions of the actual course 
of post-exilic Jewish history, in order that he 
might the more firmly believe and the more surely, 
convince others that the present crisis is not a 
break in the plan of God, but a necessary stage in 
its unfolding, and that the promised deliverance 
is near. It is possible also in this case to suppose 
that the interpretation came in connexion with 
deep emotional experiences. 

(a) Plan of the composition. — Daniel is char- 
acterized by an unmistakable unity of tone and 
general teaching ; but unity in plan and in detail 
is not obvious, and various efforts to prove com- 
posite authorship have been made. In fact the 
book is made up of ten quite distinct pieces, largely 
independent of each other (divided according to 
chapters, except the 10th, which includes chs. 10-12). 
Distinct apocalypses could easily be made of chs. 
2. 7. 8. 9. 10-12. It is, however, the prevailing and 

f robable view that the book, as we have it, conies 
rom one author ; that the enemy of God and His 
people is everywhere Antioehus, and the hope every- 
where that of his speedy overthrow and the ruler- 
ship of Israel over the nations. The book, then, 
has no chronological sequence throughout ; it does, 
however, describe the present distress and the 
coming deliverance on tne whole with increasing 
detiniteness and detail in the successive figures. Ch. 
7 is more explicit than ch. 2, while ch. 8 describes 
the Greek empire unmistakably, and chs. 10-12 
give almost a direct history (though still in vision 
form) of Antioehus IV. This plan is accounted for 
as serving well the admonitory aim of the writer, 
which the stories also evidently serve. His plan 
is to give a clearer and fuller disclosure of the 
future as the book proceeds, but to enforce con- 
stantly in varied forms the lesson of the reality of 
God's rule and the safety of patient and enduring 
trust in Him amid present troubles. There is no 
anxiety about exact consistency throughout. The 
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overthrow of the Greek kingdom is at first the 
deed of God alone, hat in the last vision Michael 
is the deliverer. At first the consummation seems 
to follow directly upon the fall of Antiochus, but 
in ch. 12 a period of trial for Israel intervenes 
before its glory. The stories teach a present de- 
liverance for the faithful, but at the end martyrdom 
and a deliverance only after death come into view. 

2. Characteristics of Apocalypses in comparison 
with Prophecy. — On the basis of this description of 
Daniel we may attempt a brief discussion of the 
characteristics of apocalyptical literature in general 
in comparison with OT prophecy. 

(a) Situation and message. — In the case of the 
apocalypse the situation is always one in which the 
righteous are in trouble, because of the rule of a 
foreign power, and usually also because in the 
Jewish community itself those who have power 
and prosperity are the wicked, not the righteous. 
The message is that deliverance is soon to come, 
and for this men are to wait in patience and trust. 
The pre-exilic prophets, on the contrary, spoke in 
times of national prosperity and confidence of a 
coming day of J", which would be a day of judg- 
ment on Israel at the hand of a foreign power. 
The message was one of repentance and righteous- 
ness that the threatened judgment might be 
averted, the sentence recalled. The prophets pre- 
dicted primarily judgment, not deliverance ; the 
prediction was conditional, not fixed ; and the 
practical inference was repentance, not patience. 
The change of message belonged in part to the 
change of situation which the Exile itself effected. 

(6) The dual if tic theology. — Bousset rightly calls 
4 Ezr 7*° ' The Most High has made not one world, 
but two,' the inner principle of the apocalypse. 
The sharp contrast in which the kingdom of this 
world, which is the kingdom of Satan, is set over 
against the kingdom of God, can be partly explained 
as a result of tendencies within Judaism ; but it 
seems probable that the Persian dualistic religion 
must be taken into account in order to explain this 
strange departure from the _ otherwise strongly 
marked monotheism of Judaism (see esp. Stave, 
Einfluss des Parsismus auf den Judentum, 1898). 
In contrast to this dualistic tendency the older 
prophets were far more consistently, even if less 
theoretically and consciously, monotheistic, for they 
believed in the actual rule of the God of right- 
eousness in present world-history as well as in 
the coming age, in the visible and not only in 
the invisible realm. They therefore saw evidence 
of the nearness and reality of God's rule in the 
presence and growth of the power of good ; while 
the tendency of the apocalypse was to see in the 
growing power of evil the evidence that God's 
intervention, His reversal of human history, was 
at hand. 

(c) The element of predict ion.— Unfulfilled pro- 
phecy is the foundation upon which the whole struc- 
ture of the apocalypse was built. This was both 
the problem and the reliance of Jewish faith and 
hope. What was spoken must be literally accom- 

Elished. Of conditional prediction the apocalypse 
nows nothing. The prophets' predictions of judg- 
ment had been fulfilled by the Exile, but their 

{tredictions with reference to the return from exile 
lad never been fulfilled by the actual return ; hence 
it must be that these hopes of the renewed land, 
the united tribes, the royal power and glory of 
Israel, were still to be realized. What the pro- 
phecies really meant, in view of their apparent 
contradiction by events, when and how their ful- 
filment was to come about, it was the task of the 
apocalyptic scribe to discover. Ezekiel took a de- 
cided step towards apocalypse when, on the basis of 
the words of Zcphaniah and Jeremiah concerning 
the Scythians, he predicted the final assault of Gog 



and his wild hosts upon Jerusalem and their over- 
throw, and thus established one of the fixed 
elements in apocalyptical dogma (Ezk 38" 39 s ). 
Haggai and Zechariah still looked for 4 human 
explanation of the failure of the hopes, and 
found it in the delay in rebuilding the temple ; 
Malacbi, in imperfect offerings and withheld 
tithes. But in Daniel the reason is found no 
longer in the fault of man but in the plan of God. 
The 70 years are 70 weeks of years, and the un- 
alterable time for the end is only just now draw- 
ing near. 4 Ezra reinterprets the fourth beast of 
Dn 7 to prove that Rome also was included in the 
predestined course of history before the end could 
come (12 ,U1 *). Only in the Bk. of Jonah do we 
have a protest against the dominant apocalyptic by 
a surviving prophetic spirit. Here the prediction 
is of judgment, its aim to produce repentance, and 
the result the success of the preaching, with the 
failure of the prediction. Yet even a book written 
in part to prove that prediction is ethical in aim 
and conditional in result could be used by Jews as 
if its predictions were magical and inviolable (To 
14*- B). The fault of the prophet Jonah, which the 
book uncovers and rebukes, was the fault of Judaism 
and its apocalypses. The Bk. of Jonah is a true 
utterance of the spirit of prophecy in unavailing 
protest against the narrowness, the jealousy, and 
the revenge that inspire much of the apocalyptic 
writing. Prophecy is fulfilled by every evidence 
in history of the rule of a righteous and merciful 
God, whether anticipated or not, whether for the 
benefit of Jews or of Gentiles. Apocalypse sees 
the hand of God and the vindication and glory of 
the seer only in a literal correspondence between 

Sredictions and events, and only in the fall of a 
line veil and the glory of Zion and Israel. 
(d) Pseudonymous authorship. — It corresponds 
perfectly to tne contrast just described that pro- 
phecy should be a personal and direct form of 
speech, the apocalypse a pseud epigraph ic and 
mysterious form of writing. The prophet stood 
before his people and spoke in his own person. 
The authority of his speech was in no small 
measure that of his personality. He spoke first 
and wrote afterwards, but wrote as he spoke, in 
the first i>erson. When, in the Exile and after it, 
prophets followed who repeated what others had 
said, or gave expression to the common faith, and 
had no peculiar message, their names were unim- 
portant, and many of them wrote anonymously 
(Is 40-86, Malachi, Zee 9-14, etc.). Daniel is the 
first example of that pseudonymous prophetic 
writing which characterizes the whole apocalyp- 
tical group. It embodies the Jewish worship of 
prediction. Yet the moral earnestness and religious 
elevation of books like Daniel and 4 Ezra make it 
difficult for us to regard them as fictions, and cer- 
tain considerations may help us to understand how 
this form of writing could be used by such men, 
although we must at best put their work far below 
the simplicity and openness of genuine prophecy. 
The fact that the apocalyptical writer was a serious 
student of ancient prophecies, whose sacred n ess he 
reverenced, and whose secrets he believed he could 
in a measure expound, suggests that he did not 
regard his thoughts as his own. The fixed and 
really ancient character of such apocalyptical tra- 
ditions as those of the dragon of the deep, makes 
conceivable such a writer's evident faith in his pre- 
dictions, which would be psychologically incredible 
if the visions were pure works of the imagination. 
Furthermore, — and this is an observation of great 
importance,— no apocalypse gives the impression of 
entire unity and harmony. Not only the writer's 
own studies of OT prophets, not only his own in- 
terpretations of apocalyptical imagery, but those of 
others before hini are at his command, and furnish 
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the materials of his book. Not only traditions, but 
writings form his sources. These materials may 
already have connected themselves with Enoch, or 
Mose», or some other great name. So that one 
may venture to say that the pseudonymity of these 
books has some oasis in actuality. The hiding 
or sealing of the book until the end (Dn 12*- 8 8' 3 
( 10 M ), Assump. Mob. I 1 *" 18 ) belongs to the pseudepi- 
graphic form, accounting for the appearance of the 
book so long after the time of its assumed origin. 
Yet this may also express the actual fact of the 
ancient character of the writer's sources. The 
writers could not have put forth this material 
altogether in their own names, for it is not as a 
whole their invention. They are largely compilers 
and commentators, and have a deep reverence for 
their sources. Yet this observation, which we owe 
to Gunkel, must lie modified in view of those figures 
which are unmistakably and even explicitly con- 
structed for the purpose of setting forth in alle- 
gorical form the history of the past, especially of 
the recent past, as foreseen by the supposed ancient 
author. Dn 7 contains, no doubt, traditional 
material of the sort just described, but it has 
been freely re-shaped so as to contain the history 
of four successive world-empires. If the original 
form of the tradition contained only one dragon of 
the deep, how can we be sure that the description 
of the one like a man was not part of the writer's 
elaboration of his material, rather than, as Gunkel 
affirms, part of the tradition itself ? And if so, his 
belief in the forecast it contains preceded his use of 
the tradition and determined his use of it. 

(e) Literary material and form. — The apoca- 
lypse is characterized by the use of striking 
figures, not only strange and unnatural, but 
evidently mysterious in character, seen in dreams 
and visions, interpreted by angels, and yielding 
secrets of the future course of history. Although 
prophecy is full of figurative forms of speech, 
freely fashioned, or poetically and rhetorically 
applied, yet these figures have neither the strange 
unearthly character nor the mysterious value of 
the distinctively apocalyptical symbols. These 
latter, at least in part, go back to primitive 
mythological formations. This connexion is quite 
unmistakable in Zech., where a mass of this material 
suddenly meets us. The four winds, messengers 
and agents of God, and the seven planets, His 
eyes, which run to and fro through the whole 
earth, are still clearly to be perceived as the 
underlying foundation of figures which the pro- 
phet applies to the historical situation, and to the 
two men, Joshua and Zerubbabel, on whom he 
fixes his high hopes (2 8 - 11 6 1 ' 8 4 8 -**- ,0 J»-"). Yet Zech. 
uses such material as poetry, while in Daniel it 
has value as mystery, containing, for one who 
could interpret it, the secrets of the future. The 
vision and its interpretation by an angel comes 
therefore to be of supreme value, and revelation 
is conceived of in this half-sensible and wholly 
supernatural istic way. Ezekiel here also leads 
the way. His vision of God is more sensible than 
Isaiah's, and his inspiration more external and 
supernaturalistic than Jeremiah's (cf. Ezk 1 with 
Is 6, and Ezk 2. 3 with Jer 1). 

{/) Literary composition and history. — After 
Daniel, the Jewish apocalypses appear to be in 
no case proper nnities. Most of them have been 
adapted by revision to use in later and changed con- 
ditions, and all of them, including Daniel, appear 
to be based in their first writing on older materials 
which they embody, without serious effort to 
build them into a harmonious structure. The Bk. 
of Enoch is a compilation of Enoch literature, 
having indeed a certain rough plan as it now 
stands, but without real unity. Even chs. 1-36 
contain three distinct descriptions of the Messianic 



consummation (chs. 5. 10. 25), which, in connexion 
with the description of Sheol (ch. 22), form any- 
thing but a continuous and consistent picture. 
Almost all forms of the Jewish hope are contained 
in this book : that in which the Messiah occupies 
the central place, that in which he is subordinate, 
and that in which he is wholly absent ; that in 
which the scene and character are purely earthly, 
that in which they are properly heavenly (angelic) ; 
that in which the heavenly precedes the earthly 
and finally descends to earth (37-70), and that in 
which the heavenly follows after the earthly in 
chronological succession (91 ,z l7 ) — the chiliastic 
scheme. In general the apocalypses are not char- 
acterized by a thoroughgoing unity of scheme, nor 
even by a consistent unity of teaching, and cannot 
be understood except by the recognition of inde- 
pendent sources, and also, in some cases, editorial 
revision. Here we have especially to do with the 
additions of Christian hands, since through them 
alone these books, after Daniel, have reached us. 
In some cases this Christian revision has gone but 
a little way (Enoch, Assump. Mos., Apoc. Bar) ; 
while in some cases the Jewish apocalypse is found 
in a radical Christian revision (Asc. of Isaiah, 
Test. XII. Patriarchs). The questions as to literary 
analysis and the presence of a considerable Christian 
element are still very variously answered, especially 
in the case of Enoch 37-70 (71) and 4 Ezra. 

(g) Apocalyptical dogmas. — The religious teach- 
ings of the prophets, individual and distinct as 
they are, can be summarized only in some such 
statement of their moral and religious principles 
as Mic 6 s ('to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God'), in con- 
nexion with such a formulation of their preach- 
ing of repentance in view of the threatened 
judgment as Zech. gives (1* 1 M - connecting v.* with 
v. 7 ). But in the apocalypses not principles so 
much as details become fixed in dogmas. Daniel's 
general scheme for the future is unchanged : a 
coming Day of J", which is near at hand, and 
comes when evil is at its height ; the overthrow 
of the world -kingdom, the sitting of the Jewish 
people, and the possession by the righteous of 
kingship over the nations and lasting blessedness. 
To this were added, from Ezekiel, a final assault 
of the outstanding heathen upon Zion, in which 
they are gloriously and finally vanquished ; from 
various prophecies, the expectation of the return 
of the ten tribes and the gathering of the dis- 
persed Jews ; and details regarding the renewed 
land and city, such as Deutero- Isaiah, Ezekiel, 
Haggai, and others suggested. 

Within this general scheme some important differences were 
possible. The Messiah is sometimes conceived of as God's 
agent in establishing his kingdom on earth («.g. Pa-Sol 17, 
Enoch 37-70), sometimes as king after the kingdom has been 
set up by God, e.g. Enoch 90, 4 Ear 7», Apoc. Bar 29 ; and 
sometimes all is done by God alone, and there is no king beside 
him (e.g. Daniel, Enoch 1-36, Assump. Mos. 10). 

The place of the individual in this escbatological scheme is 
differently estimated. Sometimes, and in general one may say 
in earlier times, nations are the chief actors, and it is the 
problem of Israel that events are to solve. Increasingly the 
individual claimed consideration, and the suggestions of Dn 
12i *• is were followed and elaborated An eschatology of the 
individual was developed in connexion with the national, and 
gradually threatened to subordinate the national to itself. At 
first it was enough that the righteous dead should arise to have 
the port they deserved in the glory of the nation. But at some 
time the effort to claim for the individual a more than earthly 
and temporary future, and perhaps also the effort to ascribe to 
the coming age a more than earthly glory, produced a strain 
and at last a break in the traditional nope. There came to be 
two consummations, the earthly, the wortd-rule of Israel, the 
Messianic kingdom, which would come to an end and be fol- 
lowed by the heavenly and eternal. Of this break of the one 
hope into two our earliest record is in the Apocalypse of Ten 
Weeks in Enoch 931'0 M»«. Cf. 4 Ezr 7*i<; Apoc. Bar 40* 
Secrets of Enoch 83, and see Millksnii m. In connexion with 
this scheme, the lot of the soul afU;r death became a subject 
of apocalyptical research and vision by the side of the lot of 
Israel and Zion (4 Ezra). 
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The idea that the risible and human world was to be under- 
stood by the invisible and angelic that lay about and beneath 
and above It, led the apocalyptical writers not only to a de- 
veloped angelology, in part Persian in origin, but also to 
researches in the mysteries of nature, especially in reference 
to the movements of the planets, most of all those of the moon, 
such as are elaborated in Enoch 72-79. 82. 4l2-» 43. 44. 69. (59. 
But while some apocalypses are concerned with such specula- 
tions, others move back in the opposite direction to an almost 

iirophetio earnestness of moral denunciation and exhortation 
t.g. Enoch 91-104), 

(3) Inferences as to Methods of Interpretation. — 
From this brief study of the nature of the apoca- 
lypse certain inferences follow as to the method of 
interpretation. 

(a) Not 'futurist.' — The apocalypse has to do 
with the present and the immediate, not the 
remote future. Its predictions are to be under- 
stood as referring to actual or imminent historical 
factors and events. 

(b) Contemporary -historical. — Some of the figures 
of the apocalypse are invented or freely adapted 
in order to represent historical persons, nations, 
and events. These are to be explained in accord- 
ance with their origin by the events which they 
describe. From them we may hope to get the 
clearest light upon the date of the writing. 

(c) Tradit ion -historical. — Some of the figures are 
borrowed from the OT or from older apocalypses 
or traditions. In such cases the interpreter must 
distinguish between the original meaning of the 
figure and the present author's purpose in using 
it. He may have used it because in the main it 
lent itself to his application, but he may have 
preferred not to change it, either from artistic 
instinct or from reverence. It is a mistake, then, 
to assume that every detail had a meaning to 
him, and to insist on finding it. Perhaps some 
features of the picture were as much a mystery to 
the writer of our book as they are to us. Some- 
times we can guess quite plausibly what the 
original meaning was, although we cannot tell 
whether the writer of our book gave it a meaning 
or not. 

(d) Literary -critical. — The unity of an apoca- 
lypse cannot be assumed. The ancient material 
just alluded to may be introduced almost entire 
from some unknown source. Later readers might 
weave together distinct oracles, especially if they 
passed under the same name ; and editorial com- 
ments or changes are always possible in the effort 
to adapt an apocalypse to the changed conditions 
or the changed beliefs of a later time. Literary 
criticism must, however, be held in check by the 
fact that a writer often himself used ancient tra- 
ditional materials only partly harmonious with his 
own time and teaching, and fitted them but im- 
perfectly into his plan. 

(e) Poetical. — The underlying religious faith and 
the immediate practical aim of an apocalyptical 
writer (to encourage faith amid trial, to recall 
apostates, to guard readers against the influence of 
foreign thought and life, etc.), must not be lost 
sight of in the study of the mysteries of the unseen 
or future world which he would unveil. The ques- 
tion is always to be asked how far the strange 
accounts of the unseen world and of coming 
events were of literal, and how far of figurative or 
poetic value to the writer himself. There was 
something of the poet in the apocalyptical seer. 
He was seldom simply a scribe and a literalist. 
The greater the variety and the less the outward 
consistency of his visions, the less probably were 
they regarded by him as literally true. In con- 
nexion with this the question must arise as to the 
psychical experience of the apocalyptical writer, 
the possibility of some actual visionary experi- 
ences among the many which must be regarded as 
fictitious, a mere literary form. Thus Gunkel 
believes that such genuine experiences lie behind 



some of the visions in 4 Ezra (2 Esdras), more in the 
first three visions (chs. 3MP 7 ) and less in the last 
three (11-14). 

4. Rev. as an Apocalypse. — We may now notice 
certain points of likeness and of unlikeness which 
a general comparison of Rev. with the Jewish 
apocalypse suggests, and certain points of un- 
certainty which form the main problems in the 
.following discussion. . 
f (a) Likeness of Rev. to Jewish apocalypses. — The \ 
Bk. of Rev. is written to encourage faith and en- / 
durance amid trials and persecution. These trials 
are at least chiefly due to the rule of Rome, \ 
though within the Christian communities directly \ 
addressed there are false as well as true members. 
The message of tho book is one of repentance only 
in the case of indifferent or wavering believers 
(2 8. i« 33. M r and j ewgj j ia It j 8 not a me8sa g e of ' 

\ repentance for those whose sin is chiefly denounced 
(9 ».si 16 ».n 22"), but of deliverance and reward 
for those who endure a little longer ; and of judg- 
ment and destruction for the evil power and its 
adherents. The situation and message are those 
of apocalypse, and not those of prophecy. 

Apocalyptical, also, is the contrast between the 
present and the coming age ; the conviction that 
evil must increase, and that its violence is a sign 
of the nearness of the end ; the belief that evil has 
its source and strength in the world of spirits, and 
that angelic conflicts and triumphs precede or 
accompany those among men. 
( Rev. contains an abundance of that striking and 
(highly wrought imagery which characterizes an 
apocalypse. These images are in part borrowed 
from Zech. and Daniel and other OT writers ; in 
part, presumably, from the storehouse of apoca- 
lyptical traditions. That they are not used simply 
as poetical ornament, but have for the writer in 
part a mysterious value, is at all events a natural 
first impression. The facts that the book is so 
largely made up of such imagery, and that it is 
put in the form of vision, and is interpreted to i 
the seer by angels, make up the most obvious 
resemblance between this book and the Jewish I 
apocalypses. The literary materials and form are, 
largely apocalyptical. That this resemblance is 1 
not merely formal but deep-going, is suggested by! 
the extraordinary claims with which the book isj 
sent out (l 1 * 3 22 18 - ie ). In its supernaturalistic con-: 
ception of inspiration the book is apocalyptical 1 
rather than prophetic {V os - 4 ,ff - etc.). 

In its scheme of the future, the contents of its 
prediction, the book has an obvious likeness to 
the Jewish books of this class : the coming of 
the day of the Lord Christ, when evil is at its 
height ; the overthrow of the world - kingdom, 
Rome ; the sifting of the Christian people ; the 
earthly Messianic age, in Which the saints (Chris- 
tian martyrs) will possess the kingdom and reign 
with Christ;, the final assault and overthrow of 
the powers of evil, the Gog of Ezekiel's predic- 
tion ; the general resurrection and judgment, and 
the new heaven and earth with individual and 
eternal awards : this is simply the Jewish scheme 
in its Messianic and chiliastic form, with Jesus as 
the Messiah, and His servants as the saints and 
heirs. Over against such likenesses in form and 
substance no difference can be sufficient to sever 
the relationship between our book and other 
apocalypses. Liicke was the first fully to estab- 
lish the relationship. Zahn (Einleitung in d. NT, 
ii. 1899) is the last— one is tempted to say, will be 
the last— real scholar to deny it. He may at least 
teach us to be on our guard against false infer- 
ences from this undeniable literary relationship. 

(b) Unlikeness of Rev. and Jcioish apocalypses. 
—Rev. is a Christian apocalypse. What and how 
great un likenesses does this involve T Two general 
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considerations would lead us in opposite directions 
with reference to this question. The Christian 
religion as the Baptist prepared the way for it, as 
Christ founded it, and as St. Paul preached it, was 
undoubtedly in essential respects a return to pro- 
phecy, not only from the law, but also from the 
national and sensuous hopes of Judaism. The 
Baptist and Jesus announced not the fall of Rome, 
but the fall of Jerusalem, just as Amos and Hosea 
announced the approaching fall of Samaria, and 
Micah and Jeremiah that of Jerusalem ; and for 
the same reason, in the same way, with the same 
motive, the call to repentance and righteousness. 
Jesus was a prophet in His belief in this world as 
God's world, and in good as already the ruling 
power in it, and also in the directness and personal 
authority of His words, the immediateness and 
inwardness of His relation to God, His eye for the 
supernatural in spiritual and not in magical mani- 
festations. We should certainly hope that the 
new Christian prophecy would be truly prophetic 
in character, and not apocalyptical. But, on the 
other hand, we know that the early Christian 
Church found itself fully at home in Jewish 
apocalypses. It was the Jews who threw away 
their apocalypses, Christians who preserved them 
almost without change, applying to the second 
coming of the Messiah what Jews had imagined of 
His lirst coming. How early this happened the 
NT and even the Gospels give evidence. We can- 
not, therefore, assume that /the Christian apoca- 
lypse is essentially unlike the Jewish. The Chris- 
tian element may be an entirely superficial one, 
the mere identification of the coming Messiah with 
Jesus, and of the redeemed with the Christian 
Church. 

Looking at the book itself, the most obvious un- 
likene88 to the Jewish apocalypse, after the identi- 
fications just named, is .the letters to the seven 
Churches. To be sure, they are introduced by 
a highly coloured Christophany, based on Zech. 
and Daniel, and are given in the form of a direct 
communication of the exalted Christ through the 
Spirit. Yet they have to do with actual, concrete 
conditions ; they praise and blame, encourage and 
warn, with close discrimination and intense moral 
earnestness, so that we feel the prophetic spirit 
behind the partly apocalyptical form. Their 
warnings are aimed, not at foreign powers, but at 
the Christian communities; aud the judgment 
they predict, though not itself conditional, is 
nevertheless the basis of a teaching of repentance. 
These are not like the letters of St. Paul, but they 
are far less like the Epistle of Baruch to the nine 
and a half tribes (Apoc. Bar 78-87).* 

(c) Remaining questions as to the relation of 
Rev. to the apocalypses.— Certain points remain at 
which the question of likeness or unlikeness be- 
tween Rev. and Jewish apocalypses cannot be 
answered by a general view, but only, if at all, 
by closer study. 

(1) Pseudonymity. — The Jewish apocalypses are 
all pseudonymous, and contain accounts, in direct 
or figurative form, of the past course of history, 
in the form of predictions by the assumed author. 

' Who can compare the name John [!>• * 9 22 s ) with Enoch or 
Moses, or even with Daniel, Baruch, and Ezra? The authors 
of those books dated themselves centuries back, veiled them- 
selves in the sacred names of the remote past, and turned to a 
credulous public of their time without even pretending any 
personal relation to it whatever. Here, on the contrary, a 
man speaks to seven Churches of the province of Asia and gives 
them his book, who is most accurately acquainted with their 
present conditions ; and he speaks to them under the name, 
John, which was borne there about a.d. 70-100 by the most 
conspicuous ecclesiastical personality ; and this he does accord- 
ing to tradition about a.d. 05, so in the lifetime of the famous 



* Cf. the possible companion letter to the two and a half 
tribes in Bar S»-4». 



John of Ephesus, or according to any conceivable hypothesis 
in the lifetime of the personal pupils of this John f (Zahn, 
Einleit. ii. p. 684 f.). 

This is Zahn's chief objection to classing Rev. with 
the apocalypses, to the very essence of which, ho 
says, belongs pseudonymity. ' The representation 
of the development of world-history under the form 
of an ante-dated prediction, if it is present at all 
in Rev., is a wholly subordinate element in it. 
With this sentence Zahn makes his position in- 
secure. A certain amount of antedated prediction, 
or at least of history in the form of vision, can 
hardly be excluded from the picture of the Roman 
empire in Rev 13 and 17 ; but pseudonymity has 
such visions for its most characteristic product and 
one of its reasons for being. Even as a subordi- 
nate element in the book, comparable to the place 
of chs. 11. 12 in the Apoc. of Ezra, such visions 
suggest the possibility of pseudonymous author- 
ship, which in the case of a Christian apocalypse 
might well choose an apostolic name. Weizsiicker 
therefore thinks we should start from the fact 
' that among all similar writings of Jewish and 
ancient Christian origin, we know not a single 
one which bears the name of its own author.' 
Even Hermas is hardly a unity, and professes a 
greater than its actual age. This does not make 
it impossible that John wrote under his own 
name. ' But a strong presupposition always re- 
mains that the general practice of this art-form 
is followed in this case also' (Apostolic Age, ii. p. 
174). 

The question of pseudonymity, and the connected 
question whether and how far Rev. contains history 
in the form of vision, remains open at this pre- 
liminary stage of our discussion. 

(2) Composite character. — So also must the ques- 
tion of composite character be regarded as opened, 
and not closed, by a general comparison oi Rev. 
with the Jewish apocalypses. 

Does Rev. share this common characteristic of 
the apocalypse ? The book has often been praised 
for its architectural construction, but there are 
various indications of seams or breaks in its struc- 
ture, and neither in the historical situation which 
it reflects (before or after 70 ; soon after Nero or 
under Domitian) nor in the type of religious 
thought which it represents (Jewish or Pauline 
[universalistic] Christianity ; primitive Jewish, 
or developed [Hellenistic] Christology) is unity of 
impression easily gained. The course of recent 
investigation abundantly. vindicates the proposi- 
tion that the question of likeness or unlikeness 
between Rev. and the apocalypses in the matter 
of unity and sources is at present an open one. 

(3) Nature of vision. — A third uncertainty con- 
cerns the question of the nature of the visions, 
the narrative of which makes up the book. All 
apocalypses are composed largely of accounts of 
visions and their interpretation by angels. The 
question, how far this is a literary (artistic) form, 
and how far really ecstatic experiences were con- 
nected with their authorship, is one that should 
not be answered too confidently and sweepingly 
even with reference to the Jewish apocalypses. 
Zahn accepts the visions of Rev. as actual ex- 
periences literally described, while he regards the 
visions of other apocalypses as artistic fictions. 
The difference is to him that between true and 
false prophecy. Others, the majority, judge the 
vision to be everywhere, at least in this age, a 
literary form, ana point for evidence especially to 
the many repetitions or imitations of OT and 
other traditional materials which they contain, 
and to the many visions which simply embody 
history in allegorical form, to account for which 
real vision is a wholly unnecessary supposition. 
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Recent investigation, however, showing the large 
dependence of the visionary upon memory, does 
not allow as to say with confidence of the abund- 
ance of OT allusions in Rev., ' This is literary art, 
and not the way in which living vision in the spirit 
expresses itself (Weizsacker). 

Three important questions, then, are opened by 
the general comparison of Rev. with Jewish 
apocalypses Is it pseudonymous ? Is it a literary 
unity, or is it composite ? Are its visions actual, 
or a literary form ? The questions converge in the 
effort to recover the author's personality, and 
the method and purpose or spirit of his work, 
the self-consciousness of the man. Weizsacker, 
to whom the recent course of criticism is directly 
due, gives his answer to our questions in this sum- 
mary fashion : 'The Apoc. of John was not written 
by the apostle. It is also not the record of a 
revelation or a vision which the author experienced 
on a day. It is, further, not the work of a homo- 
geneous conception ' {Apostolic Age, ii. 174). 

iii. Contents and Composition of Revela- 
tion.— 1. Contents of the Book. 

The Book of Rev. reads briefly as follows:— An introduction, 
giving title, author, address, and subject (I 1 -*), is followed by 
the appearance of Christ to John at l'atmos, and the charge to 
write to the seven Churches (I 9 - 20 ), to each of which a letter is 
dictated by Christ (or His angel-spirit), in which the Church is 
praised or blamed with reference to past trials and heathen 
influences, and in view of a greater trial soon to come in con- 
nexion with the approaching coming of Christ (2. 3). The seer 
then sees heaven opened, and, being summoned up thither, he 
sees and describes the throne of God, and the twenty-four elders, 
seven spirits, and four living beings, who praise Qod the creator 
(4). He sees the sealed book in God's hand, and the Lamb as if 
slain with seven horns and seven eyes (the spirits of God) ap- 
pears amid the praises of the highest angels and of all creation, 
as the one who alone can open the seven seals (5). He opens 
six seals. The first four introduce four horsemen who seem to 
be agents of judgment (war, famine, pestilence). The fifth 
reveals the prayers of martyred souls for vengeance ; the sixth 
an earthquake, which brings destruction to nature and terror to 
men (6). Before the destructive powers (winds) are loosed, 1 2,000 
from each of Israel's twelve tribes ore sealed (7 1 - 8 ), and John sees 
a countless multitude of all nations who have passed through 
the great tribulation, in heavenly blessedness (7 8 - 17 ). The 
seventh seal brings silence in heaven (8 1 ). Then 'the seven 
angels' appear (8*), and, after the prayers of the saints have 
again been offered before God (S- -1 5 ), six of the angels Bound their 
trumpets. The first four bring forth earthquake and volcanic 
phenomena with destructive effect upon a third of earth, sea, 
rivers, snd heaven (86-12). The remaining three are to be three 
woes (8 1S ). The fifth (first woe) brings demonic locust-beings 
from the abyss, under theirking Apollyon, who torment unsealed 
men five months (9>-«). The sixth brings armies of cavalry from 
the Euphrates, destroying one-third of men (Qi*-* 1 ). Before 
this second woe is declared to be past [in 11'*], the seer receives 
a new commission and message, a little book which he eaU (10) ; 
and it is revealed to him that Jerusalem, except the temple 
and inner court, will be trodden by the Gentiles 42 months, 
and that ' the two witnesses ' will prophesy during that time, and 
then be killed, and after 3} days raised to heaven (ll 114 ). The 
seventh trumpet (third woe) sounds, and heavenly voices 
announce the establishment of the kingdom of God and Christ 
(1116-18). storm and earthquake follow the opening of God's 
heavenly temple (ll 19 ). The seer then beholds the unavailing 
effort of the dragon Satan to destroy the Messiah at His birth ; the 
dragon's fall from heaven, and bis persecution of the woman who 
bore the child, and of her other seed ("12' 17). Out of the sea 
comes a beast with ten horns and seven heads, whom the dragon 
equips with his own authority. He wars against the saints and 
Is worshipped by all other men (13110). Tliis worship is furthered 
and enforced by another beast out of the earth with miraculous 
powers, who stamps men with the number of the beast, 066 
(1311-18). Over against these evil powers the Lamb is seen with 
the 144,000 undented on Mt Zion (H 1 5 ). Angels announce the 
eternal gospel of the worship of God in view of judgment to 
come, the fall of Babylon, the punishment of the worshippers 
of the beast, the blessedness of martyrs (H 6 - 13 ). One like a son 
of man [Messiah or angel ?j reaps the earth with his sickle, and 
another angel gathers the grapes into the winepress of God's 
wrath (141*-*"). Seven angels, after the heavenly praises of the 
redeemed are heard, pour out seven bowls containing the seven 
last plagues, the sixth of which brings remote nations to the 
last war at Har-Magedon, and the seventh an earthquake which 
destroys cities, divides Babylon, destroys nature (15. 16). The 
city is then seen as a woman seated on a scarlet beast, at last 
wasted and destroyed by the beast and its 10 horns (171-18). 
Angels utter prophetic woes over Babylon, announcing its fall 
because of its persecution of prophets and saints (18). After 
heavenly rejoicings over the city's fall, and the readiness of the 
Lamb's bride (19>-i0), the Messiah appears as warrior and king, 
the two beasts are cast into the lake of fire, and their followers 



destroyed (W"")- Satan is bound, while Christ and the risen 
martyrs reign 1000 years. Satan is loosed, and brings remote 
peoples to a final war against Jerusalem. They are destroyed, 
and he is cost into the lake of fire (20110). The general resurrec- 
tion and judgment follow (2<)ii-iS). The new heaven and earth, 
the new Jerusalem, and final blessedness in it, are described 
(21 L 22*). The conclusion consists of attestations and admoni- 
tions regarding the Divine authorship and sanctity of the book 
(228-81). 

2. Plan of the Book.— (a) Introductory.— There 
are two main methods by which plan and order 
are discovered in the visions of 4 , -22 a . The 
recapitulation method (from Tyconius and Augus- 
tine to recent times) finds no progress in the suc- 
cessive sevens (seals, trumpets, and bowls) which 
form the main structure of this section, but repe- 
tition under varying forms. The seals bring 
already the last judgment (6 M " n ) and the final 
blessedness (7 9 " 17 ). Among more recent critics, 
however, the view prevails that the seventh in 
each series is developed in the new series of seven 
that follows. The seventh seal contains the re- 
mainder of the book, and is unfolded in seven trum- 
pets, of which the seventh includes all that follows 
to the end (10 7 ), but is unfolded in the seven bowls 
(Liicke, Bleek, Ewald, etc.). In this scheme ch. 7 
appears as an interlude between the sixth and 
seventh seals, and 10-1 l u as a similar insertion 
between the sixth and seventh trumpets. The 
bowls are not interrupted in the same way, but 
before and after them are visions which give the 
same impression of standing outside of the writer's 
ruling scheme (12-14. 17-19*°). 

Holtzmann represents the structure of the book 
in the following scheme {Comm. p. 295) : — 

ll-8 Introduction. 
19_S98 The seven Letters. 
41-51* Heavenly scene of the 
visions. 
6i-i" six seals. 

71" The sealed and the 

blessed. 

8i s The coming forth of 
the trumpets out of 
the 7th seal. 
86-8*1 Six trumpets. 

101-1114 Destiny of Jerusalem. 

liu-u Seventh trumpet 

12l-14» The great visions of 
the three chief foes 
and the Messiah- 
kingdom. 

14*» Return to the earlier connexion. 
151-161 Transition to the 
bowls. 
16*-*! 8even bowls. 

171-1910 The great Babylon. 

1911-2018 Final catastrophes. 

211-228 The new Jerusalem. 
228-21 Conclusion. 

It is to be noticed that the sections at the right 
contain most of the material which Weizsacker 
and others regard as of earlier origin, and that 
of which Jewbh authorship can be most plausibly 
affirmed. The supposition that they were inserted 
by the writer, and that he was not able to bring 
them into the sevenfold scheme which he chose, 
is a natural one. Holtzmann, however, says that if 
this was the case, these sections have at all events 
been assimilated to the rest in style, and connected 
with it by various references, so that the lines of 
separation do not remain sharply defined. 

By the side of this we may well place in bare 
outline the analysis of Zahn (Eint. ii. 587 If. ), 
which, as he believes, demonstrates the unity of 
the book ' in spite of all lack of literary art.' 

Introd. (11-8). First Virion, li0-3« (Letters). Second Vision, 
4i-»i (Seals), with two Episodes, (o) 7'-», (6) SWT, before the 
seventh. Third Virion, 8*-ll '8 (Trumpets), with two Episodes, 
(n) 101 11,(6) 111-", before the seventh. Fourth Virion, 11»-14». 
Fifth Virion, 161-16 " (Bowls). Sixth Virion, 17M8* (Judg- 
ment on Babylon), 1618 "1 introduces it, and 191* Mi concludes 
it and introduces the Seventh Virion, 10U-21* (Judgment and 
Awards). Eighth Virion, 21»-22 5 (or 1*) (a description not of the 
new heaven and earth of 211-8, but of the world during the 
1000 years' reign of Christ, 20*-*). Conclusion, 226 ( 0r »)•». 
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{b) Plan of chs. 1-3.— The construction of these 
chapters gives the greatest evidence of conscious 
and careful literary art, and no doubt may fairly 
predispose the reader to look for art throughout. 
The introductory verses (l 1 " 8 ) contain a remarkably 
complete statement of the source, character, and 
contents of the entire book, and prepare us to re- 
cognize such summary, anticipatory introductions 
elsewhere. The ultimate author of the revelation 
is God, who gave it to Christ, who sent an angel 
to signify it to John. It can therefore be called 

• the word of God,' ' the testimony of Jesus,' or 

* the things which John saw.' Its contents are | the 
things which must happen quickly ' ; that is, it is 
a prediction, but of the immediate not the remote 
future. Its readers are God's servants, who are 
blessed if they hear and keep what is written. 
More expressly ' the seven Churches in Asia ' are 
addressed, and in saluting them the author com- 
pletely sums up his theology. It is in some sense 
trinitarian (w.*- 8 ), and the kingly exaltation of 
Christ through resurrection, the saving effect of His 
death, and the destination He made possible for 
believers, are described. The central message of 
the book, the coming of Christ, and that in its 
judicial aspect, is expressly announced, perhaps by 
God, who, at all events, as the real author of the 
revelation, adds in the first person His attestation. 
It is not, indeed, impossible to divide this intro- 
duction into independent parts (1-3. 4-6. 7. 8), and 
suppose them to have introduced separate apoca- 
lypses (cf. Spitta, Briggs). But it can hardly be 
denied that the whole is admirably adapted to in- 
troduce the book. 

The vision of Christ (l 9 * 20 ) brings before us the 
priestly and kingly One, who lives amid His 
Churches and possesses or rules them. The letters 
are introduced by descriptions of Christ which are 
in most cases borrowed from the vision, and close 
with promises ' to him that overcometh,' which in 
most cases anticipate the fuller descriptions of chs. 
19-22. The selection of descriptive features from 
the vision of Christ in several cases fits the special 
message of the letter ; and this is sometimes, but 
not so often and clearly, the case with the selection 
of the reward. (1) The description, 2 1 (from l Ita - 
"»), is referred to in 2 s . The reward, 2 7b (cf. 22*), has 
no obvious relation to the letter. (2) The descrip- 
tion, 2 s (from l 17b - I8 »), fits both the message, 2 1 *, 
and the reward, 2 Ub (cf. 20 8 ). (3) The description, 
2" (from l 16b ), is referred to in 2 18 . The reward, 2 17b 
(only in part, if at all, parallel to 22*, cf. 19"), may 
possibly stand in contrast to the eating of things 
sacrificed to idols (2 W ). (4) The description, 2 18 
(from l ub - ,8 *, but ' Son of God ' is here only), pre- 
pares for 2 2> . The reward, 2 s8 "* 8 (in part parallel to 
20 4 , cf. 12 s 19 18 22 16 ), could relate to the letter if 
Jezebel's teaching included submission to Rome. 
(5) The description, 3 ! (from l 18 , cf. 2' 1*), has no 
special relation to the letter. The reward, 3 5 (cf. 6 ,u 
7»». » 17" 20"- 19 21 s7 , Mt 10 33 ), is connected with v.* 
and perhaps v. 1 . (6) The description, 3 7 (not from 
the vision, cf. Is 22 s [cf. I 18 ]), is used in v. 8 . The 
reward, 3 1J (cf. 14 ,b 22* 21 2 - 10 19 ,a - 18 ), has no obvious 
connexion with the letter (Bousset compares v. 1 * 
with v. 7b ). (7) The description, 3" (not from the 
vision, cf. 1 B , Col 1 1M \ Jn I s ), may prepare for the 
severity of the letter (cf. v. 19 ). The reward, 3 S1 
(cf. 20 4 - 6 l 8 2 M - 5'° 22 a ), connects with v.» (cf. Lk 
22*.»). 

That the writer is working as an artist is evident, 
and a reason may have determined his choice of 
titles and promises where it is no longer evident. 
The last title is perhaps the highest, and the last 
reward also represents a climax. The first reward 
suggests Eden ; the second, the Fall ; the third, 
the Wilderness ; the fourth, the Kingdom ; but 
though the intention to represent the fulfilment of 



successive stages of OT history is wholly conceiv- 
able, the evidence for it is not convincing.* No 
evident reason for the changed position of the 
sentence, 'He that hath an ear,' etc., in the last 
four letters, is manifest. Of the historical condi- 
tions described in the letters something will be 
said further on. But, in spite of unmistakable 
references to local conditions, each letter is a 
message of the spirit to * the Churches.' They 
were not sent separately or meant to be read 
separately, but have each a representative and 
all together a complete character, which the 
number seven itself suggests. 

Chs. 1-3 show not only a conscious artistic pur- 
pose, but in more details than can here be noted 
and still more in total effect they show a high 
order of poetic instinct and skill. 

(e) Plan of chs. 4-22. — The choice of three series 
of sevens in the representation of the coming woes 
and judgment shows the same mind that addressed 
the Churches as seven. To assign these sevens to 
different sources (Spitta, Briggs), is to miss one of 
the most evident marks of unity in the book. It 
is more likely, e.g., that the author made seven 
seals out of an original four (see below) than that 
he found his sevens ready made. But what is to 
be said of the two twofold interludes inserted 
between the sixth and seventh seals and trumpets 
(7 1-8.D-17 10 . H I-*)? 

The first two of these visions not only interrupt 
the plan, but are apparently inharmonious with 
each other. In one (7'" 8 ) a definite number of Jews 
are sealed before the coming of evil, in order to be 
kept from it ; in the other (7 9 " 17 ) a countless number 
from all nations have already come through trials 
and death to heavenly blessedness. The first could 
well be of Jewish origin (based on Ezk 9*"-), and 
describe the literal safe-keeping of Jews in the 
troubles of the last days. Did our writer believe 
that Jews would play a distinct rdle in the end? 
This is possible (cf. St. Paul in Ro 9-11), but it is 
more probable that he adopts a Jewish apocalyptical 
fragment applying it to the Christian community, 
and understanding it not in a literal sense. This 
would account for the fact that the four winds (7 1 ) 
are never loosed. We have not a whole but a part 
(9 U '- is related, but different). We have indeed an 
allusion to the sealing (9*, cf. 14') as if to prevent 
our supposing the section a later insertion. But 
there the sealed can only be all true Christians, 
as in 14'-» the 144,000 are. If Rev 7 1 " 8 applies a 
Jewish oracle to the Christian community, the 
deliverance it assumes may well be no more literal 
than the rest, and its meaning in the author's in- 
tention may be wholly like the meaning of 7 9 ' 17 . 
Not deliverance from death, but deliverance th rough 
death, is, in fact, the promise of the book. These 
two visions, then, contrasted as they are, and of 
different origin, may have meant the same thine 
to the author. They are assurances of escape and 
salvation, inserted "here, after the beginning of 
evils but before their culmination, to serve the 
practical purpose of encouragement. The second 
one seems to describe by anticipation nothing less 
than the final heavenly blessedness, for no such 
host had as yet passed through trial (martyrdom?) 
to heaven, and 6*" n seems to prevent the supposition 
that those who had already died were in possession 
of their final glory. 

Our inference in regard to ch. 7 is, then, that the 
writer introduces foreign (in part Jewish) frag- 
ments into his book, apparently interrupting his 
plan, but not without a purpose. He is writing 
even more to encourage true Christians than to 

• Trench (Epittlet to the Seeen Churchei, N.Y. 1882, p. 287 f.), 
who proceeds with a new series, thus : fifth, individual's lot at 
the Day of Judgment; sixth, in companionship with the re- 
deemed ; seventh, in communion with God. 
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warn apostates, and so will not let assurance and 
promise wait until its proper place, when judgment 
has run its course, but will anticipate deliverance, 
setting light over against dark in his picture, 
though dark must predominate. 

Turning to the second pair of insertions, we 
notice that ch. 10 seems to describe nothing less 
than a new beginning of the propltet's activity, a 
new commission and inspiration. It seems meant 
to explain the new anil strange nature of the 
oracles that follow. Perhaps 10*- 4 may serve to 
explain the writer's departure from the plan of 
developing the seventh of one series of judgments 
in the form of a new series of seven. Instead of 
the seven thunders which he heard, he is charged 
to write the contents of the little book of prophecies 
over many peoples. Yet this apparent change of 
plan is not a real break in the order, since it is 
still affirmed that the seventh angel's trumpet will 
bring the end (10 7 ). 

The second section, ll 10 ', is still preliminary, as 
1 1 M (cf . 9 13 ) clearly indicates. Its strange character 
is evident. Yet it may well have been meant to 
serve the same purpose as 7 1 " 17 , and indeed it falls 
into two similar parts. II 1 **, like 7 1 " 8 , assures 
Christians, the true worshippers in the true temple 
of God, that they will escape from the evils of 
the last days. Undoubtedly in their origin these 
verses referred to the real temple and to Jewish 
worshippers. This must have been a Jewish 
oracle uttered some time before a.d. 70. But our 
author can have used it only as a figure, precisely 
like the sealing of the 144,000. Its unprepared 
and fragmentary character are explicable if it was 
to the writer symbol, not reality. Not otherwise 
must we judge I1** M . In our writer's plan it must 
mean that those who do not in the outward sense 
escape the evil, but because of their testimony and 
work against the power of evil suffer and die, will 
nevertheless rise in glory and be avenged upon 
their enemies (not unlike 7*" M ). Of course this 
does not explain the origin of the section. It is 
full of unexplained allusions, and is clearly part of 
a larger whole. Its Jewish origin is unmistakable. 
Bonsset regards it as a part of the apocalyptical 
tradition of Antichrist. It suggests an elaboration 
of the expectation of the return of Elijah for a 
work of protest and reform (Mai 4 s - «, Mt 17" 11"), 
and the similar hope of the return of Moses based 
on Dt 18 ,s - 18 (Mt 17*). But since our writer intro- 
duces it, not as an incident in the direct develop- 
ment of the drama, but in an interlude and for 
its general message of encouragement in faithful 
testimony unto death, it is natural to raise the 
question whether he took the details literally, 
and expected the two prophets and especially the 
conversion of the majority of the Jewish people 
after a partial judgment upon them (v. u ). How, 
indeed, could a Christian, in view of the pre- 
diction of Christ, even before A.D. 70, have taken 
literally either the expectation that the temple 
would be exempt from desecration by the heathen, 
or that only a tenth of the city would fall ? Still 
less possible would the literal sense of the oracle 
be after 70. It is true that a Christian hand has 
touched the narrative (v. 8 end), but it is not prob- 
able that the resurrection of the two witnesses is 
shaped after that of Christ (v. 11 ). In its strongly 
Jewish character, its evident date (before 70), 
much earlier than the book as a whole, its unpre- 
pared insertion, apparently only for its general 
thought of faithful testimony, martyrdom, and 
heavenly reward, the section is very instructive 
regarding the literary manner of the author (see 
below, iii. 3). 

The seventh trumpet must be the third woe 
(11"), and it must bring the consummation (10 7 ). 
Its contents cannot therefore be given in ll 1 *-' 8 , 



but must include the rest of the book. The third 
woe cannot be less than the last conflict with the 
powers of evil and their overthrow, which forms 
the theme of chs. 12-20 (see 12 u ). In ll 15 " 18 we 
have, therefore, an anticipation in a heavenly 
chorus of the consummation which is not yet fully 
come (as in 15*" 4 19 1 * 7 ) ; a superscription for chs. 
12-20. 

The general plan of chs. 11 "-22 s is clear. After 
an introductory anticipation of the kingdom of 
God and the wrath and destruction that must 
precede its coming (ll 15-1 *), Satan, the real 
power of evil, is introduced, and his present 
peculiar aggressiveness is explained in such a way 
as to make it a ground of special hope, not of 
discouragement. He has been cast down from 
heaven, and knows that his time on earth is short 
(ch. 12). The chief agents of Satan in his perse- 
cution of Christians — Rome, the empire and the 
religion— are then introduced (ch. 13). Before judg- 
ment against the evil powers begins, the author, 
according to his custom, inserts various antici- 
patory passages : a vision of the blessedness of the 
saints with Christ (vv. 1_s ) ; a review of the entire 
teaching of the book (w. 8 " 13 ) : its gospel, the sole 
worship of God in view of judgment to come ; its 
prediction, the fall of Rome, and the eternal 
punishment of those who yield to Roman life and 
cultus ; the supreme Christian duty, patience, 
endurance in Christian life and faith, and the 
promises of heavenly blessedness for martyrs; 
then a general vision of judgment in two acts, the 
reaping of grain and the gathering of grapes 
(vv. '*■*'). The seven bowls are introduced as 
finishing the wrath of God (Id 1 , cf. 'it is done,' 
ytyorer, 16' 7 ). They lead up to the destruction of 
Rome. But for this great event the writer has 
larger resources of description at his command. 
The vision of the woman seated on the dragon 
shows that it is her own evil demon that will turn 
against the city, and with its ten horns, which are 
ten kings, destroy her (ch. 17). Her fall will fulfil 
the language of prophecy against Babylon and Tyre 
(ch. 18). It will be finally effected — the end having 
been once more anticipated in heavenly praises 
(19 110 )— at Christ's coming and by Him (19 ,i n ). 
Then, the beasts having been destroyed, Satan's 
own judgment must come, a preliminary binding 
and a final destruction (ch. 20). Then at last the 
consummation so often anticipated will be an 
actuality (21-22 8 ). 

Although the writer connects ch. 17 and 21 ,<r - 
with one of the angels of the bowls, yet it must 
be evident that we are not to judge this section 
( 12-22* ) as consisting of the seven bowls (develop- 
ing the seventh trumpet), and some introductory 
and concluding sections ; for the prelude and post- 
lnde would in this case far overbalance the piece 
itself both in length and in interest and power. On 
the other hand, the theme of 12-22* being the fall of 
Rome, the present Satanic power, and with it the 
deliverance and blessedness of faithful Christians, 
it is clear that chs. 12. 13 and 17-22* form the 
solid framework of the structure. Ch. 19 brings 
the beasts of ch. 13 to judgment ; ch. 20 brings 
the Satan of ch. 12 to an end ; 21-22' brings to 
actuality the anticipation of ll 15-17 . To set aside 
the passages put in the right-hand column in 
Holtzmann's scheme for the sake of carrying out 
the plan of developing the seventh of each series 
by a new series of seven, would sacrifice the most 
important parts of the section, in which order and 
movement are most evident. We must conclude 
that the writer, in the second half of his book, 
renounced that plan as not adequate for his ma- 
terial, as ch. 10 may have been meant to suggest. 
The seven bowls, in fact, form the least original 
and impressive part of this section, being de- 
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pendent on the seven trumpets and inferior to 
tliem in effectiveness (see below). The seven 
bowls do not furnish the plan of this section. But 
we may fairly ask whether we are to give to the 
sevens quite such significance in the earlier part of 
the book as is commonly done. If both the seventh 
seal and the seventh trumpet include all that 
follows in the book (as also the seventh bowl is 
simply more fully described in chs. 17-19), then 
we should not divide by sevens, since this would 
cut off the announcement of the seventh from its 
development. The seventh should open, not end, 
a new section, and the separation of the seventh 
from the sixth by passages of vital importance 
(not mere interludes in character) seems to indicate 
this intention on the part of the writer. Chs. 7 
and 10 seem most evidently to mark transitions. 

Some such outline as this may therefore with 
reserve be suggested — 

I. Preliminary judgments (4-9). 

1. Visions of the actors (4-6). — 

a. Qod(4); b. Christ (5); e. Destructive powers (6). 

2. Promises of deliverance out of coming evils (7). 

8. The judgments (one-third, without producing re- 
pentance, 8. 9). 
IL Ftoalfudguients (10-22). 

1. The prophet's new commission (10). 

2. Vision of deliverance for true worshippers of Qod, 

and esp. for martyrs (ll' 1 *). 
8. Prelude, summarizing the action (llW-Uj. 

4. Visions of the actors (12. 13 [14>-« ?]).— 

«. Satan (12) ; 6. Roman empire and emperor- 
worship (13) ; [c. The Lamb and His followers 
(141-5)]. 

5. Promises and warnings (14 lor 14«-»]). 
«. The judgments ( 15-20). — 

a. Upon the earth, leading up to the fall of the citv, 
Rome (16. 16. 17>-18*« [19>l«>i)) ; Upon the 
demon-beasts of the Roman empire and religion 
and their followers (191 1-21) • c . Upon Satan and 
all that belongs to him (20) 
7. The new world and city (21" 21»-22&<»?)).» 

Titles or superscriptions quite frequently summarise the con- 
tents of following visions :—ll-s sums up the whole book, S 2 
is a title, and 8 s * an anticipation of the effect of the trumpets 
(«*■"• ), and the bowls are similarly introduced (16>H). n*i6i» 
is a summary title of chs. 12-22 ; 18*3 summarizes ]g« n ; 19110 
summarizes lPi>-22»» ; 21l-» summarizes 21«-22» (21> «=«■», »•« 
««-22»,s-8=22B-2i). 

Yet though we find evidence of a general order 
in the book which the artistic structure of chs. 1-3 
prepares us to look for, we must take account of 
various departures from any strict order, if we 
would understand the spirit of the writer. Though 
the interruption of the sevens by chs. 7 and 10-1 1 1S 
is not due to a want of plan, yet here and in 
various anticipatory voices, visions, and comments 
(e.g.ll 1 *-" 14 1 - 15* 4 19 110 12") we find evidences of 
the practical impulse to encourage and admonish, 
rather than artistic reflexion. In the failure to 
observe strict chronological sequence the book is in- 
deed only like Daniel and other apocalypses. There 
is here as iu Daniel a progress towards greater 
conereteness and detail. In 6 1 *" 17 the final day of 
God's wrath seems already come. It is described 
again in 14 w ' w . The fall of Rome is announced in 
14 8 a8 if accomplished ; more fully described in 16 17 " 21 ; 
still predicted in 17' 6 ; announced in 18 2 , predicted 
still in 18 4 " M . Again the letters seem to assume 
that though trials have been endured, martyrdom 
is almost wholly future (2 13 ) ; but in 5** n many 
souls of martyrs are seen, and 7 9ff - implies a multi- 
tude, as 20*"' also does. 

(d) Experiences of the seer. — We have already 
met with evidence that the author used some 
ancient materials for their general thought, and 
not in a literal sense. Before passing to a more 
detailed study of his use of material, it is import- 
ant to ask whether he gives a consistent picture 
of his own experiences. 

• It is evident that 17 1 and 21' are meant to mark the begin- 
nings of parallel sections, and it is possible that the likewise 
parallel 19"> and 22» ore meant to mark their close. 



(1) The position and movements of the seer. — 

He is on earth in l 98 - ; in 41 he is summoned up into heaven, 
where he may be conceived as remaining through ch. 9 (of. 6* 
81- « etc), though earth is not out of his sight (6i«« 71 etc.). 
That he is literally in heaven is clearly implied in &*<• 7l*f-. But 
in 10 1 , without a break (' and I saw'), he appears to be on earth 
(so 10*- 8 ). Earth appears to be the scene of the action in lli-i*. 
but in IU" voices in heaven are heard, and in v.>» the temple in 
heaven is seen to be open. In 12 the seer seems to be in 
heaven CO. but in 13 and probably in 14 1IS he is on earth. If 
we read i*T«0*» in li la (13'), we have a definite reference to the 
seer's position, comparable to 1». But the judgment scene 14 14a " 
suggests heaven. Again chs. 15. 16 give a heavenly scene. Inl7* 
an angel carries John away in the spirit into a wilderness to 
see the woman (Rome), and in 21"> to a mountain to see 
Jerusalem descending out of heaven. IS 1 * indicate that the 
seer is on earth. In 191" he seems to be in heaven, but in v. 11 
on earth again (for he sees heaven open, as in 4>) ; so also in 20 1 
21>, an j probably in n m -. 

There is so little law in these movements, and 
so little care to make the connexion clear, that 
one might infer that our writer leaves such refer- 
ences as they stood in his different sources ; but 
this would mean that the vision was to him u 
form, not a reality. 

(2) The Iieavenly scenes. — 

The scenery in heaven is not clearly described. Ch. 4 pictures a 
throne of God, with 24 elders on thrones around it, seven lam|is 
before it which are the seven spirits of Ood, before it a glassy 
sea, and, in the midst of it and around it, four living creatures. 
Here in the midst of the throne stood the Lamb (ch. fi), whose 
seven eyes are the seven spirits of God, of which the seven 
lamps were already a symbol. About the throne and the 
elders and living beings are myriads of angels (5 U 7' 1 ). Here 
also are the multitudes who have come out of great tribulation 
(7*- 17 ). Of them, however, it is said not only that they are 
before the throne of God, but that they serve Him in His 
temple. S 12 has prepared us for the conception of a temple in 
heaven, and in 6> we have suddenly been made aware 01 ' the 
altar,' beneath which are the souls of martyrs. Now the 
trumpets are sounded by ' the seven angels which stand before 
God,' 8 s (cf. I* 8 ). These did not appear in the scene just 
drawn, unless they are the same as 'the seven spirits,' as 1* 
might indicate. The altar is mentioned again, ana, perhaps in 
distinction from it, 4 the golden altar which is before the 
throne,' the altar of incense (83-6). From the horns of this 
'golden altar which is before God' comes the voice which 
directs the angel of the sixth trumpet (9 1 ".). The seventh 
trumpet reveals the original scene (the throne and elders and 
living beings, llis-i") ; but then we read, ' there was opened the 
temple of God that is in heaven,' and in it the ark of His 
covenant was seen (ll 18 ). After this the 24 elders appear only 
in 14 ] - B and 19 1 *, two somewhat similar passages, though 
16*4 may have the same setting (cf. 4«). One of the four 
living creatures is mentioned in 157 i n connexion with tho 
temple ; but more often the temple scenery stands by itself. 
Out of the temple comes the angel who summons the reaper 
(14 16 ) and the angel who is to gather the grapes (14"), whom 
another an^el from the altar directs (14 is). Out of the temple 
come the seven angels, having the seven last plagues, and the 
temple is filled with smoke from the glory of God, so that it 
could not l>e entered, although open (15*»). A great voice 
from the temple commands them (10>) ; ' the altar' affirms the 
justice of the judgment (10-")> and the final, 'It is done,' comes 
'out of the temple and from the throne,' uniting the two (Id 17 ). 

It is not easy to unite in one picture the concep- 
tion of God as sitting on a throne surrounded by His 
court, and of His dwelling, in heaven as on earth, 
in the temple's holiest place, from which His voice 
or messengers issue forth. Since the scenery of 
the throne is that of the seals, and the temple 
scenery that of the bowls, it is natural to think 
of this unharmonized element as duo to sources. 
The author has mixed the scenes somewhat (Id 7 
could be an insertion, as the angels came out of 
the temple already having seven plagues, vv. 1 - 6 ); 
but he does not harmonize them, or paint a heaven 
that can be imagined. The new Jerusalem must 
also have been in heaven 21 a ), though the seer 
beholds it only as it descends to earth (21 1,f -). The 
description of the new heaven and earth resolves 
itself into the description of a city, and in this 
there is no temple (21^), but the throne remains 
the final seat of God (2CH- 11 21 s 22 , s ). If the 
writer had wished to paint a clear, consistent 
picture, he could easily have done so. The infer- 
ence that he took his descriptions as they were, 
and valued them as poetical not literal accounts, 
is surely a natural one. 
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(3) Form of inspiration. — The same freedom and 
disregard of formal consistency is evident in the 
representation of the way in which the seer re- 
ceived his revelations. There is no set way, no 
fixed medium. 

The first verses seem explicit, yet leave us uncertain whether 
we are to conceive of the writer as receiving Christ's revelation 
through angel (1 ') or by vision (' all the things that he saw,' l a , 
cf. 1>*> The letters are given by Christ in the first person. Yet 
they are introduced by a description of Christ in the third 

Ssrson, and the expression 'hear what the spirit saith to the 
(lurches' suggests that the letters are dictated to John by an 
angel-spirit in the name of Christ. The voice which John hears 
at first (1M*) must be the voice of Christ Himself (cf. Wy. The 
same voice summons John into the open heaven (O). He is 
there 'in the spirit' (4 a , as in I 10 ). But it does not appear to 
be Christ Himself who shows him what is to come. Christ 
appears as an actor in the drama of the future, not as the seer's 
interpreter. Not till 1(P S is His voice heard again, and then not 
till 22? it). In 17) one of the seven angels of the bowls summons 
John and carries him away in the spirit into a wilderness to see 
the judgment upon Rome. This is the sort of angel guidance 
that 1) would lead us to expect, but which we look for thus far 
in vain. This angel fulfils his function as interpreter (17 7 - 18 ) ; 
but then we hear another angel announcing Babylon's fall (18>-*) ; 
another voice from heaven pronouncing the prophetic denuncia- 
tion over her (18*- 20 ) ; and still another angel predicting the 
fall by deed and word (18 21 * 1 ). Then are heard various voices 
from heaven (19 1 - 8 ) ; and only then, in 19 8 - 10 (' and he says to 
me'X does the original angel-guide speak again. He then 
rejects John's impulse to worship him (cf. Asc. Isaiah 7 21 8*- ») 
with the words, ' I am a fellow-servant of thee and thy brothers 
who have the testimony of Jesus ; worship God : for the testi- 
mony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy' (19U). The last clause 
is often struck out as a gloss by critics (Bousset, Hilgen- 
feld, etc), but this is, venturesome. "The spirit of prophecy' 
should mean the spirit from Ood which inspires the prophet ; 
that is, in this case, the angel himself (cf. 22*). So he would say, 
' I am only one of you who have the testimony of Jesus ; indeed 
this testimony constitutes my very being.' The angel-spirit of 
prophecy is simply the personified testimony of Jesus, the word 
of Jesus Himself. As a messenger this angel is on an eouality 
with John,— because his message is wholly and simply the 
message of Christ. There follow visions of the first and of the 
final judgments (19 l '-20i J ), and an introductory (summary) 
vision of the consummation (21 1 -*), in which are heard the 
words of Ood Himself (vv.W); and then 'one of the seven 
angels who had the seven bowls' (not the same one as before?) 
carried John in the spirit to a mountain to see the new Jeru- 
salem. It is this angel who measured the city and showed John 
the details of the vision (2118-17 22>), so that when 220 begins 
' and he said to me,' it can be only the angel that speaks (one 
of the 'spirits of the prophets'); but in v.7 his words become 
Christ's words, 'behold, I come quickly.' No wonder John 
would again worship him, but again he classes himself with the 
prophets. As a person he is only a revealer, a voice ; but his 
words are those of Christ. So when he speaks again (22io»-) his 
words again become Christ's words (v v. «■"•). Now it is to be 
observed that the seven angels of the bowls (ch. lb\ two (?) of 
whom are the iinpartcrs of these last prophecies of the book, 
naturally lead us back to ' the seven angels which stand before 
Ood,' to whom the trumpets are given (8 s ), and these again to 
the seven lamps burning before the throne, which are the seven 

Spirits of Ood (4«), from whom (1«), as from Ood and Christ, 
ohn's message comes. When now Christ is described as ' he 
that hath the seven spirits of Ood' (3*), and is pictured as the 
Lamb with seven eyes ' which are the seven spirits of God sent 
forth into all the earth' (5*), we have certainly significant 
indications of what the writer meant by calling his book an 
' apocalypse of Jesus Christ,' and of his idea of the inspiration 
of a Christian prophet. Angels, however realistically described, 
are hardly more than a means of expressing the fact that the 
writer was somehow conscious of having a message from Christ 
for the Churches. Any further interpretation of his conscious- 
ness must be deferred until we have studied the sources and 
relationships of his materials. 

Any set and consistent form of representing his experiences, 
however, the author seems purposely to avoid. Apart from 
1718". 21W- we have no indication of a special interpreting angel, 
taking the part of Gabriel in the Bk. of Daniel. The speakers 
in the book are very many. The underlying faith in the king- 
ship of God and of Christ, and its ultimate triumph, are expressed 
in heavenly choruses, led by the twenty-four elders and the four 
cherubim, but joined in by multitudes of angels and of glorified 
men (48-11 5»-" 7*" 111*-" 12io 142- s 15" 191 7(8). One of the 
elders instructs John in 6» and 7»-". Often it is simply 'a 
voice from heaven ' that he hears (10*- 8 itu 18* 21», cf. 1(97), or 
from the homs of the alter {0™\ or from the alter itself (167). 
He records words of God, 18 (7?) 21" iei7 (?) ; of Christ, 1» » 
2. 3. 1016 227. 12(r. ; of the spirit, 14" 2217. There are beatitudes 
uttered by Christ (Iftie 227- 1*), by a voice from heaven (14»), by 
the angel-guide (199), by John (IS). Sometimes he seems to 
interrupt the story of what he had seen with a direct word of 
his own to the reader (27» etc. IS* 10 13>a 1412, cf. 17»?). Among 
the other voices that are heard are those of the souls of martyrs 
(610) : of various angels undefined (7* 148 8. ». 16. is 1917 etc.) ; of 
'the angel of the waters' (Id*-); an eagle (8"); the rod (?lli). 
At the beginning and at the end the book is declared to be from 
Christ Himself, His testimony 2218). The part which the 



angels perform might almost be regarded as pictorial, since the 
writer reduces the significance of these beings, who are the 
uniform actors and speakers in the Jewish apocalypses, to that 
of messengers of Christ. He is the primary and final actor in 
the book (opens the seals, ch. 6 f., and executes the judgment, 
lOiier.), and He is the real speaker. 

Here also, as in the case of the place and move- 
ments of the seer and the heavenly scenery, a 
variety of sources might explain the diversity of 
the representation, but we must also suppose the 
author to be relatively indifferent to formal con- 
sistency. He must, one is forced to think, have 
taken the external language of apocalypses in a 
figurative or poetic way. The only other hypothesis 
would seem to be that of composite origin (as held 
by Vblter, Spitta, etc.) ; but the effort to bring con- 
sistency out of the book by analysis and the recon- 
struction of sources out of which it was gradually 
and unskilfully put together, fails to do justice to 
the unity of style and even of plan which the book 
has been found to exhibit. Moreover, this effort 
has been made by many able men, and, according 
to the prevailing opinion of scholars, has failed. 

In order, however, to test the possibility of a 
free, more or less poetic, use of traditional apoca- 
lyptical material, we must examine our author's 
use of tradition at various points more closely. 

3. Sources.— {a) Old Testament.— Although Rev. 
contains no direct citations from the OT, it is full 
of OT language from the beginning to the end. 
An impression of its dependence on OT phrase- 
ology may be gained from the text of Westcott 
and Hort, or from that of Nestle, in which such 
allusions or reminiscences are printed in a distinct 
type. In the corresponding list of references in 
WH's Appendix, pp. 184-188, out of the total 
number ot 404 verses in the book about 285 verses 
contain OT language, and about 550 references are 
made to OT passages.* The material is still more 
fully gathered by Hiihn (Die alttest. Citate unci 
Remiriiscenzen im NT, 1900). 

Nothing is more important for the understanding 
of our author's mental and literary processes than 
a close study of his use of OT language. 

The bearing of such study upon the interpreta- 
tion of our book can here only be suggested by 
illustrations. One of the simplest cases is the 
prophetic denunciation of the fall of Babylon 
(Rome) in ch. 18. It is composed almost wholly 
of material taken from the prophetic woes over 
Babylon (Is 13. 14, Jer 50. 51), Tyre (Is 23, Ezk 
28-28), and, in a slight degree, Edom (Is 34). Even 
the admonition that might seem to have direct 
reference to the historical situation, * Come forth, 
my people, out of her,' etc. (18 4 ), is directly 
borrowed from prophetic utterances (Jer 51 8 - ■ 
50 8 , Is 48 M 52"), and has there rather than here 
its historical explanation. Yet the chapter does 
not make the impression of being a laborious piece 
of patchwork. It has a unity of its own and a 
high degree of impressiveness, and seems to be the 
work of one whose mind is filled with the language 
of prophecy, and who draws abundantly, and of 
course consciously, from his storehouse, and yet 
writes with freedom and from a strong inner im- 
pulse of his own, and elaborates with his own con- 
ceptions the themes which the prophetic words 
contain. So he makes out of the old a product 
in a real sense new, a poetical whole. But what 
shall we say of his putting this product into the 

• The allusions agree in part with the Heb., in part with the 
LXX. WH mark 33 references as distinctly from Heb. (and 
Cbald.), 15 as from LXX ; 6 arc marked Heb. and LXX, viz. 
4 references to Ex 1918 (46 s» nil i«ia) an d one to Zee 3"- (12»X 
Schurer(3 iii. 823) cites 9» 10* 137 20* as citations from Daniel, 
which follow Theodotion more closely than LXX. 8ee Bludau, 
'Die Apokalypse und Theodotions Daniel-Uebersetxung,' in 
Thed. Qvartnliehri/t, 1897, pp. 1-26. Salmon (Introd. to the 
NT, p. 662 f.) argues that the citations in Rev. show a nearer 
relationship to Theod. than to LXX, referring to 930 10s 127 137 
198 20*- 1 1 ; on the other side, 1 " 1918. Cf . Swete, Introd. p. 48 f. 
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month of angels ? It is easier to attribute such a 
literary composition to a poet than to a voice from 
heaven. Even the action of the angel in 18 S1 rests 
on the symbolic act of Jeremiah (51 8 *- •*). And if 
our writer says that he hears and sees these things, 
must we not judge the nature of his vision by its 
contents ! A literal voice from heaven this certainly 
cannot be, and we seem shut up to two possibilities 
regarding it : either the angels and the voice from 
heaven belong wholly to the poetry of the piece, 
its literary form, or they express tne writer's own 
interpretation of the strong impulse, as if from 
without, under which he wrote. 

Another instructive illustration of the author's 
use of the OT is to be found in his description of 
the new Jerusalem, 21 I -22 8 . This is largely taken 
from the anticipations of the prophets of the Exile, 
Ezekiel and Deutero-Isaiah, with reference to the 
return and the rebuilding of Jerusalem. Features 
are added from other sources. Here, as in ch. 18, 
the impression is not that of mere clipping and 
piecing, but rather that of the work of a mind full 
of the Messianic language of the prophets, writing 
out of a genuine and deep religious and poetic 
emotion, with a dependence on the OT which is free, 
not slavish, and yet with very little real inventive- 
ness. Yet this also is shown to the seer by an an;xel, 
who seems to be in general the speaker (see 21" 
6 \a\Qr, 22 s ); and an action of his is described 21 1 *" 17 
which is taken from Ezekiel (40 3ff -). In this case, 
more clearly than in ch. 18, we may suspect a cer- 
tain limitation of the author's imagination by his 
sources, which is not inconsistent with a large 
measure of freedom in the use of them. He has 
mastered the OT material of this sort, and can use 
it effectively, but cannot go much beyond it. How 
otherwise can we explain the emphatically Jewish 
picture of a future which was certainly to this 
writer universal in scope ; the presence still of 
thoroughly earthly features in a consummation 
which must surely, in the writer's view, be heavenly ; 
the appearance still of nations and kings and their 
wealth after heaven and earth have passed away ? 
He has little but the old familiar national and 
earthly language at command for the description 
of that which heaven contains for Christian hope. 
He can describe the Christian heaven only in 
Jewish language. But though bound in language 
he is not bound in thought. He knows no more 
impressive and expressive language (nor do we) ; 
but the language is poetry to him, it is figurative, 
not literal, chosen for its poetic worth and emotional 
effect, which belonged to it, indeed, partly because 
it was old and familiar. It must of course be re- 
cognized that the most powerful imagination comes 
quickly to an end if it attempts to leave the earth 
in its descriptions of heaven. Religious faith 
and hope cannot do better than take the language 
which the greater souls have created, which genera- 
tions have shaped^ which age has hallowed, and 
use it not for its literal but for its emotional and 
poetic worth, to symbolize and suggest inexpressible 
realities. 

Jewish literature furnishes other similar collec- 
tions of OT Messianic imagery (To 13, etc.) ; and 
the possibility that some earlier (Jewish) mind had 
already shaped the material in 21 , -22 5 , and that our 
author, in 21 1 " 8 , introduces and summarizes this 
section, and adds his own concluding sentences 
(22*" 21 ), is to be considered. 

A still more striking illustration of our author's 
dependence on OT language, yet his freedom in the 
use of it, both in combination and in application, 
is his description of Christ in Almost all of 

it is taken from Daniel, but it unites in a most 
surprising way features from the descriptions of 
the one like a son of man, and of the Ancient of 
Days, in Dn 7, with still more from the angel 



(Gabriel) in Dn 10. The seven golden candlesticks 
and the seven stars are without parallel in Daniel. 
Something can be said, however, as to their source 
and use. The former was of course a familiar OT 
symbol (Ex 25" 37 3 ) which Zech. (4 s ) uses in an 
unearthly sense, explaining that the seven lamps 
are the seven eyes of J", which run to and fro 
through the whole earth (4 10b following v."»). He 
sees by the candlestick two olive-trees (4 s ), and 
evidently interprets their two branches as signify- 
ing Zerubbabel and Joshua, so that the two trees 
are the David ic and the Aaronic houses. These 
two men, Zech. would say, have the eyes of the 
Lord upon them in favour and blessing. But this 
is a free application by the prophet to the historical 
present and to his practical purpose of a symbol 
which originally, no doubt, pictured the seven 
planets and the way in which their light was con- 
stantly replenished by the oil from ever-growing 
trees. It was a mythological symbol (Uonkef, 
Schop/ung, pp. 122-131), which Zech. used as 
poetry, not interpreting all of the symbol (4 ,b ), 
and perhaps adding a feature for the sake of the 
interpretation (4 1S ). Now in Rev 1* the writer 
chooses to identify the seven lamps with the seven 
churches among which Christ is and moves. But 
in 4 Bb he sees seven lamps burning before the 
throne of God, which are, he explains, the seven 
spirits of God, affirmed in l 4b to be before God's 
throne (of. 8 s ) ; and even in the letters (3') Christ 
is described as the one who has the seven spirits 
of God and the seven stars, so that this interpreta- 
tion of the lamps was in his mind by the side of 
the other. When, still further, we read that the 
Lamb has 'seven eyes, which are the seven spirits 
of God sent forth into all the earth' (5 s ), with 
evident allusion to Zee 4 Wb , we are able to realize 
how far from a slavish literalness and formal con- 
sistency our author's use of OT figures is. Finally, 
Zech.'s figure reappears in ll 4 , where the two wit- 
nesses are declared to be ' the two olive-trees and 
the two candlesticks [what two?] standing before 
the Lord of the earth,' a free identification for a 
purpose, similar in kind to that of Zech. himself, 
this time certainly made not by our author, but by 
some source. 

Our writer cares much for OT prophetic language, 
and cannot easily add much to it, Gut he applies it 
freely to new uses. Note esp. that we have in Rev. 
no such anxious effort to interpret an OT predic- 
tion, assuming the necessity of its literal fulfil- 
ment, as Dn 9 contains. The relation of 11* to 
Zee 4, and of 20" to Ezk 38 f., is wholly different 

Other illustrations could readily be given, — such 
as the relation of ch. 4 to Is 6 and Ezk I, — but 
enough has been presented to justify the following 
presuppositions with reference to passages in our 
book which contain imagery not derived from the 
OT— (1) that such imagery, if it is at all elaborate, 
is not the author's free invention, but is borrowed 
from some literary, or oral prophetic traditions ; 
(2) that the writer does not feel bound to leave it 
as it is, but is free to combine and interpret it to 
suit his own purpose, so that the interpreter must 
distinguish sharply between the present use of the 
symbols and their original use. If this distinction 
is necessary in 21-22* and l 820 , it will be no less 
necessary in ll 1 " 1 * 12. 13, etc. 

(6) Jewish apocalyptical traditions. — The line 
that separates uncanonical from OT material in 
Rev. is not a sharp one. It would indeed be 
natural that Jewish apocalyptical traditions should 
consist largely of expositions and elaborations of 
OT material. The picture of the throne of God 
(ch. 4) is unquestionably based upon that of Ezk 
1. 10 and Is 6 (cf. also the, probably older passages, 
Ex 24 10 , 1 K 22»). The four living creatures, cheru- 
bim, are taken directly from Ezekiel, and, in spite 
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of differences, need no other explanation. It is 
of course not to be assumed that they have no 
history before and after Ezekiel (cf. the four pres- 
ences in Enoch 40 and Apoc. Bar 51" 21°, and the 
four angels in Enoch 87 s - * 88" 90 s1 ). For the seven 
lamps which are the seven spirits of God we have 
already found points of connexion in the OT, but 
we need to adduce such passages as To 12", Enoch 
90 31 , in order to realize how fixed an element in 
apocalyptical imaginations these seven spirits (or 
angels, archangels) were. The use of the article 
in Rev 1* 4 4b 8* is itself proof of the familiarity of 
the conception. That foreign speculations, Persian 
or Babylonian, lie behind it is probable (sec 
Cheyne, OP 281 ff., 323 ff., 334 tf. ; Gunkel, Schop- 
fung, 294-302, and Archie f. Religionswissensch. 
1898, 294-300; Stave, Parsutmus, 216-219). It is 
therefore a natural inference that the twenty-four 
elders, clothed in white, sitting on thrones and 
crowned, come from tradition, and are not an 
invention of the author. They represent probably 
not the Christian Church, twelve tribes and twelve 
apostles (though 21" may indicate the writer's desire 
to add the Christian to the Jewish twelve), but 
the glory and power, especially the reigning or 
judicial power of God, His heavenly court. They 
are associated, as are the seven spirits and the four 
cherubim, with God and His throne, not with the 
creation (see Gunkel, Schopfung, 302-308). Is 24* 
gives probable evidence of the antiquity of the 
conception (cf. Is 63", LXX). With the general 
description of God's throne should be compared, 
e.g., Enoch 14. 71, Secrets of Enoch 29. 22. 

We have already found reasons for regarding 
11 '" u as a Jewish oracle (or two fragments of a 
Jewish apocalypse), used by our author in a sense 
wholly different from its original literal meaning. 
It is a most convincing illustration of our authors 
union of dependence on traditional forms of ex- 
pression, and independence of the traditional use 
and meaning of such forms. 

The great sign in heaven which ch. 12 presents 
can be accounted for only in a very slight degree 
on the basis of the OT. Yet nowhere is the 
writer's dependence upon traditional material more 
certain. Assuming that he did not invent these 
figures, it is not difficult to understand what he 
meant to say by the use of them. The chapter 
contains a picture, in some sense an explanation, 
of Satan's present power in the world, and his fierce 
hostility to the Christian Church ; and at the same 
time the assurance that his power is soon to end. 
Christ escaped his hands, and is with God. Satan 
has already been cast down from his old place in 
heaven, and no longer brings accusations against 
the saints before God ; and, though he is now all 
the more determined in his assaults upon Christ's 
brethren on earth, his reign is doomed to a speedy 
end. This application of the figure, however, oy no 
means explains its origin. Many of its details 
can be fitted to this use only by violence, if at all, 
and could not have been devised for the purpose. 
What then was the source, and of what sort was 
the writer's use of this material ? 

Gunkel's book must be regarded as little short 
of epoch-making in its significance for the inter- 

S rotation of this chapter, even though serious 
oubt be felt regarding certain of his conclusions. 
He offers convincing proof of the long and wide- 
spread influence in Hebrew literature of the Baby- 
Ionian myth of creation— the victory of Marduk, 
the god of light (the sun), over the chaos-beast 
Tiamat, the dragon of the deep. He traces the 
transition from a eosmological to an cschatological 
use of the conception, on the principle, which ex- 
plains many features of the Jewish hope, that God 
will make the last things as the first (Barn. G 18 ) ; 
and the interpretation of the dragon as a historical 



instead of a natural power. In this way the myth 
becomes a poetic expression of the expectation 
that the hostility of the world -ruling nation 
against Israel will come to a supreme manifesta- 
tion ; that then J" will intervene directly, or 
through the angel Michael, and again, as at the 
beginning, the dragon will be bound or slain (cf. 
Is 51»- 10 27 1 ). * The beast that comes up out of 
the abyss' (Rev ll 7 ) is this well-known figure in 
Jewish eschatology. It could be regarded as a 
symbol, or representative of the hated nation, as 
in Dn 7 it becomes four beasts, to describe the 
four successive masters and enemies of the Jewish 
nation, and as in Rev 13 it is the Roman empire ; 
or it could be more distinctly and personally con- 
ceived, as in Rev 12, as the Satan who gives the 
hostile kingdom its evil power. It could also lie 
conceived of as a man in whom evil reaches its 
height (Antichrist, perhaps Rev ll 7 ). 

Gunkel is not contented, however, with this general and 
probable identification of the dragon of ch. li He proceeds to 
defend two much more dubious positions. Firtt, that our 
chapter rests ultimately upon, and follows closely, a part of the 
Babylonian myth of which we have no other remaining record — 
the account of the birth of Marduk, his escape from the dragon 
who knows him to be his destined destroyer, and the dragon's 
fierce persecution of his goddess-mother during the period of 
the boy's growth to maturity, 'the three and a half times,' 
from the winter solstice to the spring equinox [?]. Second, that 
in contrast to the free poetic use of such material in the earlier 
prophetic and poetic books of the OT, we find in the apoca- 
lypses an increasing tendency to look upon these ancient and 
mysterious figures with awe, and to believe that they really 
contained, and could reveal to one who had wisdom, the ex- 
planation of present evil and the secrets of its coming end. 
This reverence for apocalyptical traditions explains, Gunkel 
contended, what nothing else but literal vision could explain, 
the confident belief of these writers in their own predictions. 
Ue finds, therefore, in such sources as these not only an illus- 
tration of the literary method of the seer, but an explanation of 
his self-consciousness, a psychological account of apocalyptical 
writings. Both of these positions of Gunkel are insecure, and 
from the second one he has himself in part withdrawn. The 
freedom with which we have found our author combining and 
modifying OT materials renders it hazardous to attempt to 
reconstruct his sources when they are unknown, and also pre- 
vents the assumption that be looked upon such materials with 
awe and derived from them his revelation. 

It is not probable that the material in Rev 12 
stands in its original form and order. Gunkel 
himself recognized that v.* and vv. wl offer two 
variants. Wellhausen (Skizzen und Vorarbeiten 
6 Heft, p. 215 ff.) regards M and 714 as doub- 
lets, and would distinguish two actions in the 
original story which are here confused. 1. In 
heaven, the dragon wars with the angels, or with 
the eun, moon, and zodiac (vv. 8 - 7 - 1 ), is conquered 
and cast down to earth with his angel host (vv. 8 - 
*•). 2. On earth, he makes war with the woman 
who bears the son (* b is already an earthly scene), 
the son is snatched up to heaven ( 8 ), the woman 
flees into the wilderness, the dragon pursues her 
there, but must leave her (°= 14 - 18 ), and turns 
against those of her seed who did not escape with 
her. There must then have followed an account 
of the overthrow of the dragon by the rescued 
Messiah after His growth to maturity. Something 
like this, Wellhausen think?, was a Jewish apoca- 
lypse of the siege of Jerusalem. It described how 
the remnant (the woman) had escaped out of the 
city and been rescued through great dangers ; how 
the Romans (dragon) had turned against those who 
remained in Jerusalem, who are to be destroyed 
(Rev ll 1 - 2 is, however, a fragment of the same 
time which anticipates the rescue of those, the 
Zealots, who occupied the temple itself during the 
siege). The fall of the Roman power itself must 
follow at the hand of the Messiah, who has been 
born, according to prophecy, in Palestine, but was 
translated at once to heaven, so that He will come 
as a heavenly being, according to the more trans- 
cendental Messianic hope of late Judaism. So 
Wellh. offers a literary '-critical and contemporary- 
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historical explanation of ch. 12 in opposition to 
tiiinkel's tradition-historical explanation. 

We may regard Wellhausen's analysis as plaus- 
ible, for the war in heaven and the casting of the 
dragon down to earth must originally have pre- 
ceded his persecution of the woman (vv.*» and 18 
suggest this order). But Gunkel is surely right 
in denying that the figure is the pure invention of 
the Jewish writer, whom he as well as Wellh. 
accepts. Its history goes further back, and its 
original connexion with a sun -myth is highly 
probable. It is a striking fact that Greek myth- 
ology in its story of the birth of Apollo, and the 
attempt of the dragon Pytho to kill his mother 
(Dieterich, Abraxas, p. 117 ft'.), and also the 
Egyptian story of the birth of Horus (Bousset, 
p. 410 f. ), contain striking points of likeness to Rev 
12, so that Gunkel's resort to a postulated Baby- 
lonian story may not be necessary. In all of 
these sun-myths, however, the flight of the woman 
i* l>efore the birth of the child, and for its rescue 
from the dragon. 

The questions left open by these recent discus- 
sions of the chapter are many, and the hypothesis 
of a Jewish Messianic use of a heathen sun-myth, 
nnd then a Christian adaptation of the Jewish 
form, leaves room for much diversity of opinion 
in detail ; yet it is a wholly crediUe hypothesis, 
and the actual history of the tradition here em- 
bodied is probably more rather than less complex 
than the theory. 

Heathen may well be the description of the woman (v.i) and 
of the dragon (vv.*-*»), his effort to engulf the woman, her 
wings, and the wilderness to which she flies 0*" 18 )- Jewish 
(certainly not Christian) may be the idea of the birth and 
immediate translation of the Messiah to God (v.»l* so also the 
office of Michael ('), and perhaps a change of order by which 
the woman's flight is made to follow the birth of the child. 
The Hebrew language, according to Wellh. and Gunkel, lies 
behind the Greek of the chapter. Christian is v.», and, more- 
over, so plainly out of keeping with the rest, as almost to prove 
that the Christian writer is using material already shaped (cf. 
Vischer). The verse contains the message of our writer, and is 
one of his characteristic anticipator}- sayings. _ Christian may 
also be the change of order by which Christ's birth and ascen- 
sion are made to precede the casting of the dragon out of 
heaven (cf. Jn 1231 14*) i«n. M, 1 j„ 3s, Col 2«). This gives 
Christ an earlier and higher part in the drama than the Jews 
ascribed to their Messiah. 

In answer to the question as to the writer's use 
of this uncanonical material, we are bound to con- 
clude that it was as free and poetical as his use of 
Or conceptions. V. n gives us the clue. The 
victory of Christian faith over the world through 
martyrdom is the counterpart on earth, the inter- 
pretation for man, of the victory of Michael over 
the dragon in heaven. The place of Michael here, 
where we should expect only the direct deed of 
Christ, shows both the extent of the writer's depend- 
ence on tradition and the confidence with which he 
finds a Christian meaning behind unchanged Jewish 
forma. 

Are we not to see, then, in ch. 12 any reference 
to historical factors and events? Wellhausen's 
exact determination of the history here symbolized 
is far from convincing, and, moreover, it fails to 
explain many features in the picture. It need 
not, however, be doubted that the dragon was, at 
some point in the genesis of the chapter, regarded 
as a symbol of the Roman empire. His seven 
crowned heads and ten horns mean world-rulership, 
and his persecution of the woman's seed is the 
same persecution with which our whole book 
deals. So far, indeed, even Gunkel allows the 
presence of contemporary history in ch. 12. 

The case is a more complex one in chs. 13 and 17, 
but the difference is one of proportion and degree. 
Traditional elements are here in abundance, and 
beyond dispute, yet the reference to Rome is more 

* Bousset omit* the Jewish link in the chain because this 
feature has no parallel in the Jewish Messianic hope. 
VOL. IV. — 17 



specific and detailed. Gunkel admits the latter 
element here (as in Dn 7. 8, Enoch 85-90, 4 Ezr 
11. 12, Apoc. Bar 53 ft'.), hut restricts it within 
narrow limits, and will by no means allow that 
these figures were freely invented allegories, every 
feature of which can be explained as a reference 
to contemporary history. He differs from the 
ruling critical opinion most radically in his refusal 
to recognize any allusion to Nero. Two questions 
must be kept quite distinct in the study of these 
chapters: (1) the question how much is due to 
apocalyptical tradition, and how mnch is re-shaped 
or invented for the sake of the application of the 
traditional figures to Rome ; and (2) the question 
whether ibis application is made by the writer of 
our book, or was already present in the — possibly 
Jewish — sources from which he drew. 

The seven heads and ten horns appear in each 
case (12 s 13 1 17 s ). The Roman world-empire was 
meant by all. Yet the differences are so great 
that one must conclude that more or less independ- 
ent traditions lie behind the three chapters, even 
if they are ultimately traced to one root. The 
seven heads and ten horns sum up the outfit of 
the four beasts in Dn 7, though they do not need 
that explanation. We can well suppose the numbers 
to have been symbolic at first, but the effort to 
apply them to individual kings, and so to estimate 
the nearness of the end, was inevitable. There is 
evidence in the chapters of different efforts of that 
kind. 

In 12 s it is the seven heads that are kings, in 13 1 
it is the ten horns, but in 13 s the smitten head must 
mean a king. The latter is commonly interpreted 
(by Victorious, and by modern scholars from Eich- 
horn,Liicke, Bleek, down to Holtzmann and Bousset) 
of Nero's death, which ended the Julian dynasty, 
and seemed likely for a time to bring the empire 
to an end in anarchy. Gunkel thinks the Hebrew 
original read 4 the first head,' hence Julius Caisar, 
whose death threatened the empire, but issued in 
its greater power (cf. Dn 8 8 on Alexander's death). 
In 17 10 " " the seven heads are the seven kings of 
Rome, and the writer feels bound by that number 
even when he needs to add an eighth. The ten 
horus, on the other hand, are apparently allied kings. 

The evidence of later adaptations or interpretations of given 
figures is often clear. The seven mountains of 17 s1 * is so clearly 
such an addition for the sake of the identification of the woman 
with the city Rome, that one is the more inclined to find in vv.M 
and 18 also allegorical interpretations, and to question whether 
the woman was originally invented as a figure of Rome. She is 
now, of course, the city Rome (vvA H), and may have been 
created in that sense ; but even if so, not, we may be almost 
certain, by our author. 

The second beast in IS 11 "- is evidently now the 
prophet or priest (priesthood) of Roman eniperor- 
worship (cf. 16 13 19* 20 ,u ). But here also older 
traditions are to be supposed. Bousset regards 
this as a Jewish figure of Antichrist (Komm. 
Excursus on ch. 13, Antichrist, p. 121), and a 
Jewish apocalyptical writer may very well have 
interpreted as Antichrist the religion of emperor- 
worship, and put this by the side of the beast who 
stood tor the empire itself as its helper in evil. 
None of the many attempts to find a definite person 
in the second beast (Vespasian, Simon Magus, Paul!, 
etc.) have made any approach to success. The 
personal interpretation of the first beaut, however, 
as signifying Nero, has become almost a fixed 
assumption of critics. Gunkel's attack upon this 
stronghold of the contemporary-historical method 
has not changed the prevailing opinion (see Bous*et, 
Holtzmann, etc. ). It has, however, served to empha- 
size the fact that if the beast from the abyss is here 
by some one made a symbol of Nero, yet the beast 
was not first invented for this use, and it is not 
certain by whom, whether by our author or by a 
source, the identification was made. The opinion, 
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indeed, does not go beyond probability. In view of 
the embodiment of the supernatural power of evil in 
Antiochus Epiphanes in Daniel, it is not possible 
to settle the question by a general appeal to * con- 
gruity, analogy, proportion, and a sarcastic thrust 
at the famous critics who have ' placed T. Claudius 
Nero along with Christ, Satan, Death, Hades, the 
Church, and other powers and principles which 
constitute the Dramatis Persona; of the Apocalypse' 
(Benson, p. 159). But it must be said that the 
evidence is of a wholly different sort from that 
which Daniel furnishes, with its detailed history 
of Antiochus (chs. 8. 11), and is not such as we 
should expect if the writer had set out to indicate 
his belief that Nero would return from the grave, 
and be the demonic power of evil in the last assault . 
of evil against good. On the origin and history of 
the belief in Nero's return the fullest investigation 
is that of Zahn (Zeitsch.f. kirchl. Wissensch. u. k. 
Leben, 1885 - 86). See also Bousset, Komm. p. 
475 ff., and Charles, Ascension of Isaiah, pp. li-lxxv. 

The chief evidence that Rev. refers to this ex- 
pectation is in ch. 17. The return of one of the 
seven kings as an eighth, who is nevertheless also 
the beast hi 'itself (v. 11 ), suggests this more or less 
current expectation. In the ten kings of v. u it is 
possible to lind the Parthian kings, with whom it 
was believed that Nero would return against Home. 
And the idea that the city Rome would be de- 
stroyed by the very beast that represents her 
empire, in league with outside kings (vv. 16 - 17 ), is 
difficult to explain at all apart from the Nero 
myth, which would perfectly explain it. If Nero 
be found here it is natural to infer that v. 8 describes 
in general terms his death, return, and final de- 
struction. Yet this formula (' was, and is not ; and 
is about to come up out of the abyss, and to go into 
perdition ') so fully sums up the general apocalyp- 
tical theory of the power of evil (the history of the 
chaos-dragon, Gunkel), and seems shaped so clearly 
in contrast to the formula which sums up the 
nature of God ('who was, and who is, and who is 
to come '), that the reference to Nero may be, if 
present at all, secondary. The verse in which our 
author's hand is most clearly seen (v. 14 ) so inter- 
rupts this Nero story with an anticipation of 19""- 
(for how are the ten kings to be overcome by the 
Lamb and His followers before they assist the beast 
in the destruction of Rome?) as to suggest that 
Nero was not in his mind, but here, as in 12", only 
the Christian conflict with evil. So also the in- 
terpretation of the slain and healed head in 13* is 
uncertain, and even the number 686 gives no secure 
support to this historical reference. The Greek 
solution of this riddle, A ATEIN02, '(THE) LATIN,' 
which is as old as Irenams, though not adopted by 
him, is still held by many ; but the Hebrew |V0 
">Op Nero Caesar, — which in a Latin spelling 
IDp VU would yield 616, an early variant, — has 
far the larger number of advocates. Yet ic'p is 
the proper spelling of Carsar, which would make 
676. And when in answer to this objection it is 
said that an apocalyptical writer would prefer 666 
to 676, because of its symmetry, and because it 
corresponds to the number of the name Jesus 
(IH 20X2 =888), it is natural to ask whether 666 
might not have been chosen at first outright for 
its symbolic meaning, to signify the one who per- 
sistently falls short of holiness or perfection (seven), 
as Jesus goes beyond it in the fulness of His char- 
acter and power (so Milligan, Bnird Lecture, p. 
328 ; Briggs, Messiah of the Apostles, p. 324). So 
the number 3 J, the length of the reign of evil (Dn 
7 18 12 7 ,Rev ll- 3 - " 12»-" 13°) needs no other ex- 
planation than the symbolism of the broken seven : 
the power of evil will be cut off in the midst and 
come to an untimely end. If, however, the number 
is to be interpreted by gematria, another view claims 



serious attention. Zahn (Zeit. f. kirchl. Wissensch. 
«. k. Leben, 1885, p. 568 ff.) argued that Irenseus 
opposed the reading 616 because those who held it 
did so for the sake or applying it to Caligula (TAIOS 
KAI2AP=616)— an interpretation which Iren. re- 
jected. Holtzmann (Stade's Geschichte, ii. 388 ff.), 
Spitta, and Erbes independently (as Zahn predicted) 
came to the conclusion that this was, in fact, the 
original reading and meaning of the number, and 
that ch. 13 is part of a Jewish oracle of Caligula'8 
time. In fact no ruler since Antiochus Epiphanes 
so tilled the rftle of Antichrist in the Jewish mind 
as he who attempted to have his image erected in 
the temple. To him 13 4 * 8 , and to the priesthood of 
his worsnip vv. 11 - ,5 , would admirably apply. More- 
over, he recovered from what seemed a fatal illness 
at the beginning of his reign. Bousset does not 
wholly reiect the hypothesis that a Caligula apoca- 
lypse underlies this chapter (Komm. pp. 433-5). 
Other interpretations of the number 666 must here 
be passed by, though Gunkel's ' the chaos of old ' 
may be mentioned. The number does not prove, 
ami can hardly be said to give substantial support 
to the identification of the beast with Nero. 

Beyond the unmistakable general reference to 
Rome, it is hard to lind history in our author's 
visions ; and this reference had certainly been given 
already to the figure of the beast, and in all proba- 
bility by Jews. Events during the last half of 
the century must have led Jewish apocalyptical 
writers to many more expressions of their hatred 
of Rome and visions of its overthrow than have sur- 
vived. Indeed, Pompey is already called the dragon 
in Ps-Sol 2 s9 (see Assump. Mos., 4 Ezra, Apoc. Bar). 
Our author and the Christian communities for 
which he writes have reason to share the Jewish 
hatred of Rome, and enter into the inheritance of 
various Jewish expressions of it. Our author has, 
as it were, eaten the book of past prophecies against 
peoples and nations before he utters his own. The 
ancient language has, as we have seen, often the 
value of poetry to him ; but it is impossible, though 
we might wish it, to refer the polemic against Rome 
only to sources used by our author, or to resolve it 
into a figure of the war against evil in general. 

iv. Historical Situation.— We have already 
seen that the date of separate oracles in our book 
cannot be assumed to be the date of the book as a 
whole. II 1 "" is from some time before 70, but is 
not literally used by our author. The figurative 
application of this oracle to the safe keeping of the 
true people of God would be more natural after the 
event of 70 had disproved its literal sense. Ch. 13 
may have been shaped in Caligula's reign, or soou 
after Nero's death. 17'° must have been written 
under the sixth emperor of Rome, i.e. Nero, count- 
ing from Julius Ca'sar, or his successor, counting 
from Augustus, but Nero's successor might be 
regarded as Galba, or as Vespasian. That one 
more emperor is expected only shows that the 
number seven is fixed ; and that he is to reign a 
short time could be inferred from the nearness of 
the end, and does not require the knowledge on the 
writer's part that the reign of Titus was in fact 
short. But if v. 10 comes from Vespasian's reign (and 
so is consistent with ll 11 *), must not v. 11 have 
been added by some later hand ? The writer, it 
would seem, already lives under the eighth emperor 
(Domitian), and adds this verse in order to adjust 
what was written under Vespasian (v. 10 ) to his own 
time by so adding an eighth as not to overuass the 
fixed number, seven. On the basis of this verse 
Harnack (Chronologic, p. 245 f.) confidently dates 
the book under Domitian. Yet it is possible that 
the writer of v. 10 , under Vespasian, expected the 
return of Nero, one of the seven, as an eighth, who, 
coming back after death out of the abyss, could be 
regarded as the very demon spirit of Rome, tho 
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beast itself. Bat even if, in this way, with 
Bousset, we date ch. 17 as a whole under Ves- 
pasian, this also may be the date only of a source. 

Though historical allusions do not iix the date, 
yet, taken in connexion with other indications of 
age, the date ascribed to the book by Iremeus 
(v. xxx. 3), 'near the end of the reign of Domitian,' 
i.e. about A.D. 93-90, is to bo preferred to that which 
was for some time the ruling viewof critics, A.D. 
66-69 (Liicke, Bleek, etc.). It is not in sections 
clearly dependent upon apocalyptical tradition, 
but in those more original, and especially in the 
letters, that we should confidently expect to find 
indications of the authors own time. In spite of 
the ideal and typical significance of the seven 
Churches, actual conditions unquestionably meet 
us here. Persecution past and future forms the 
background of the letters. The writer was (not is) 
in the little island of Patmos ' on account of the 
word of God and on account of the testimony of 
Jesus,' i.e. probably not in order to receive his 
revelation (cf. I s ), but because of his Christian 

E reaching (cf. 6*), that is, in banishment (see 1"»). 
nt the banishment of a conspicuous Christian 
seems to disclose a definite movement against 
Christianity in Asia Minor on the part of Rome 
such as we do not know of before Domitian. 
There are persecutions already past (Ephesus, 2 s ; 
Pergamum, 2' 3 , had its martyr; Philadelphia, 
3"- lu * ; in Smyrna and Philadelphia at the hands or 
at the instigation of Jews, 2* 3 U ) ; yet this past per- 
secution could be that under Nero. A renewed and 
greater trial, of world-wide scope (3 1U ), is soon to 
come. At present the Roman world tempts rather 
than cornels Christians to adopt a heathen manner 
of life and heathen worship. (Is this present 
quiescence in the writer's mind when he says that 
the beast ' was, and is not ; and is about to come 
up out of the abyss, and go into perdition '(17 8 )?) 
Imprisonment and death are anticipated for the 
faithful, and for this the letters, indeed the whole 
book, will prepare them. Its theme is the glory 
and reward of martyrdom. The heretical teach- 
ings which are condemned in Pergamum (the teach- 
ing of Balaam) and in Thyatira (that of Jezebel) 
result in heathen ways of living rather than in 
doctrinal errors, though they seem to have based 
their worldliness on some sort of gnosis (2 s4 ). 
It is uncertain whether ' Nicolaitan ' was the proper 
nameof this sect (possibly derived from the Nicolas 
of Ac 6 s ) or only the Gr. name for Balaamites (so 
Schurer, who appeals to the rtacj of Jos. Ant. IV. 
vi. 6). Schurer argues with much force that 
Jezebel was the priestess of the Chaldean Sibyl, 
Sambethe, who had a sanctuary at Thyatira 
{Theol. Abhandl. C. von Wcizsiickcr geicidmet, 1892, 
pp. 37-58). To this hypothesis it has been objected 
(Bousset, Zahn) that the impression is given that 
she is directly under the discipline of Christ 
(vv. 11 ' 23 ), that the church is at fault for allowing 
her (v."), and that the sphere of her activity is the 
Christian community ( w. 20 - **), so that a false Chris- 
tian prophetess rather than a heathen is indicated. 
The wife of the bishop (Zahn) she surely need not 
be. Satan's throne in Pergamum (2 ,s ) may refer 
to the worship of Asklepios there, whose symbol 
was the serpent, or to the fact that here emperor- 
worship was first introduced, with temple and 
priesthood. The latter would better explain the 
martyrdom of ANTIPAS (unless he were killed by 
a mob), and would better fit the figure of the 
second beast (13 nff -) Ca*sar- worship was Rome's 
worst, deed, and resistance to it was that overcoming 
even to death which our book urges by entreaty, 
threat, and promise (IS* 16 M - ,u 17" W M 20 4 " s ). 

Although the effort to force emperor-worship 
upon Jews goes back to Caligula (A.D. 39-40). the 
total impression is that of a late, not an early time. 



To the actual destruction of Jerusalem there is no 
reference. The condition of the churches (forgetful- 
ness, indifference, worldliness) points to a relatively 
late time. It seems necessary to suppose that St. 
Paul's position as founder and unquestioned leader 
of the church in Ephesus is a thing entirely past. 
That church has had a new founding (\Veizs:icker). 
If 17 8 expresses the belief in the return of Nero 
from bell, this is a late form of the belief in his 
return, after the possibility of lib being alive had 
passed. 

v. Teachings of the Book.— 1. Predictions.— 
The question what the author of Rev. intended to 
say about the future (and it was to reveal future 
things that he wrote, l 1 4 1 etc.) is complicated 
by the difficulty of distinguishing between the 
meaning of his sources and his meaning in the use 
of them, and the related difficulty of distinguishing 
between figure and reality in his use of language. 
That all is literal our discussion thus far makes it 
impossible to admit. Are we prepared, with the 
spiritual interpreters of all ages, to say that all is 
figure (as now Milligan, Benson, etc.)? Or shall 
we say, ' Rev. is not a poem, an allegory, but the 
figurative alternates with that which is to be 
taken very earnestly and literally ; the latter 
much predominates' (Jiilieher, Einl. 172)? Our 
review of the writer's use of OT and other materials 
must rather incline us to put the predominance on 
the other side. 

(a) General. — The undoubtedly real elements in 
our writer's prediction are the speedy coming of 
God (l 8 14 7 21°) in judgment, with or in the coming 
of Christ as judge and ruler of the world (l 7 22 7- *). 
This coming Christ will divide true from false 
Christians, and reward each according to his deeds 
(223 22"). Through Him also God will judge and 
destroy the tempting and oppressive power of evil 
dominant in the world, the Roman empire (19 lur ), 
and Satan himself, whose authority Rome as- 
sesses, whose spirit Rome embodies (ch. 20). All 
who belong to her shall perish with her. Those 
who hold fast the faith during the present tribula- 
tions and the greater ones soon to come, and who 
endure in patience and faith even to death itself, 
shall be rewarded with special glory and power, and 
especially close association with Christ and His 
royalty (6 11 14 1 ' 6 20*" 6 ). But the destination to be 
with Christ and God in blessed and eternal near- 
ness and fellowship is at last for all the faithful 
alike (2 7 - ,7 - 3»- 21 < cf - "» 5 10 7 9ff - 14 13 21-22* 

(b) Details. — Turning to details, we have to 
attempt to draw the lino between figure and 
reality, especially in reference to the fall of the 
power of evil, and the events that lead up to it, 
the saving of the faithful and the heavenly or 
angeKc background of the action. 

(1) The fall of Rome.— In the first half of the book six soa!* 
and six trumpets bring forth the preliminary powers and acts 
of the Divine judgment over evil. But neither in their special 
character nor in their sequence do they make the impression 
of describing literal events. 

The Brat four seals introduce horsemen who are derived, one 
can hardly doubt, from Zee l 8 - 11 6 1 - 8 , and so ultimately from the 
four winds, well fitted to serve as destructive messengers of 
God. They are summoned forth by the four living creatures,* 
who were originally the four winds driving the storm-cloud, God'B 
chariot (Ezkl* etc.). In 7 1 the four winds are destructive forces, 
and since in 9>-»- 1» four angels are loosed which then appear as 
hosts of cavalry (cf. 20"), we may infer that the four winds sym- 
bolized the nations that are to execute the Divine judgment 
in some final war (cf. the use of the winds as symbols of Israel's 
dispersion, Ezk 6'0 12" 17*», Zee 2« 7>*X 

Of the four seals, however, two introduce warriors (Romans 
and I'arthians?), and two famine and pestilence. A fourfold 
enumeration of the plagues which God will send upon His people 
in the lost days is found in the Prophets (Jer lo'i *, Ezk 14*1, cf. 
512- 17), and quoted in Rev G»i-. t 

* It is less natural to suppose that John is addressed, for he is 
already there, and needs only to look. 

t It is tempting to suppose that this originally ended the 
description of the four horsemen, and explained that to each ojf 
them was given a fourth of the earth to destroy (cf. Ezk 51*). 
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The fifth seal discloses the prayers of the martyrs tor vengeance, 
which ore a real agent of Judgment in the Hebrew view (see 
below). The sixth is an earthquake. 

Earthquake and volcanic phenomena furnish tho imagery of 
the first four trumpets, and, in part, of the fifth and sixth. 

J. T. Bent (' What St. John saw on Patmos,' Nineteenth Cen- 
tury, 1888, pp. 813-821) argues that6>*" gw« IffM- describe 
actual phenomena seen at the eruptions of the island volcano, 
Santorin, within sight of Patmos ; and that 9 1C 17 - 18 ore poetic 
amplifications of the same theme. Much in Bent's article is 
fanciful, yet the imagery, esp. of Rev 8, fits Santorin well (see 
Kouque, Santorin ft net eruption*, 1879, esp. pp. 22-31, SSff.X 
Nothing could be more like the pit of the abyss than the 
crater of this volcano, and nothing better fitted to suggest 
demonic agency than the smoke darkening sun and air. the 
sulphurous vapours which killed the fish in the sea, and blinded 
and even killed men, the masses of molten rock cast up and 
falling into the sea like a great mountain or the star Wormwood, 
the re.ldening of the sea, the rise and disappearance of islands 
(see also B. K. Emerson, Bulletin of the deal. Society of America, 
March 1900). But Santorin is 80 miles from Patmos. Only the 
highest points of the island Thera, and the smoke of the erup- 
tions, could have been seen. Bent refers for details to reports of 
refugees. Eruptions took place in B.C. 197 and a.d. 40 (Kouque, 
pp. 3-9). 

Account must be taken of OT parallels. Hiihn finds the follow- 
ing parallels with the Egyptian plagues : — (1) Ex 7 17-!B , cf. Rev 
fffil l63-« ; (2) Ex 727-82, cf. Rev 1613 ; (6) Ex 9»-", cf. Rev 16» ; 
(7) Ex 9i*». cf. Rev 8? 11" 16*> ; (8) Ex 10*-i», cf. Rev 9»-» ; 
(9) Ex 10"-», cf. Rev 8« 9'-« 16>o. Prophetic passages like 
Is 2, Am 8«-», Jl 22-10. M.ai 8»1«, Is l3»o-u» 3**- & 10 etc., are 
to be adduced ; and poetic descriptions of the coming of God, in 
which the imagery of storm (Ex 191W-) is connected with that 
of earthquake and volcano, Jg 5*- 6 , Ps 18 ; -i* etc. 

Was earthquake more than a symbol in our writer's esc ont- 
ology ? Was it the literal power that was to overthrow Rome, 
and even destroy the present world (cf . tfl* with 21 ') T The fifth 
trumpet begins with volcanic imagery (91- 2) and passes on to 
locusts, which at the end seem to symbolize warriors (93-H). The 
sixth trumpet begins with armies of horsemen, but the powers 
by which the horses kill men are the volcanic powers of fire and 
smoke and brimstone (9 1 *■*!). The bowls lean more directly to 
the full of Rome. Following the same order as to place as the 
trumpets (1. earth ; 2. sea ; 3. rivers ; 4. sun ; 5. under-world (?) ; 
6. Euphrates), with fewer volcanic features in the first five, and 
a somewhat closer relation to the Egyptian plagues, they lead 
up in the sixth to an invasion of distant Kings, and in the 
seventh to an earthquake again, in which Rome's fall seems to 
be involved (16>9). Ch. 17 seems clearly to ascribe Rome's fail 
to an assault of kings. But when, in 1911* the beasts are over- 
thrown in an attack, with the kings of the earth as allies, upon 
Christ and His army, we are ready to ask whether both earth- 
quake and invasion were not figure, while this is actuality. 

Again, the final attempt of Satan is made by means of armies 
of distant nations, whom he brings against /ion, but they ore 
destroyed, not by arms, but by fire from heaven (207- w ). 

It is to be remembered that both earthquake and the in- 
vasion of barbarian hordes were very real dangers, and the 
most terrible that always threatened the Mediterranean civi- 
lizations. A seer could well look for a literal overthrow of 
Rome from either source, especially as prophetic eschatology 
had already made free use of both, and thtt with the same 
blending of the two that is -found here (see, e.g., Zeph 11*-18 
Jl 21", Hag 2*-», Is 13(10 is, jj4(4.».ib,), ft „d could easily 
enlarge either into a world-embracing catastrophe. Yet either 
or both would also serve admirably as figure for events and 
forces supernatural (demonic and angelic) in character. And 
the 7n.-,re freely our author posses from one to the other, and 
even blends the two, the more probable is it that he means 
neither. 

(2) The tamng of the faithful.— Here also details are difficult 
to adjust in o literal scheme, and the acceptance of a largely 
poetical form of representation is almost inevitable. Twice the 
' souls ' of the martyred dead are spoken of (6* 20*), and here 
only in the NT do we read of the 'souls' of the dead. Once 
they are seen in heaven (?, see Spitta, pp. 89, 296 ft*.) beneath 
the altar, where the blood of a sacrifice would lie (Ex 2913, ] jV 47 
etc.), in which the soul was seated according to Heb. notions 
(Lv 1711). They are praying for vengeance, and are given a 
white rolie, and bidden to rest a little longer, since their 
number is not yet full. Docs the writer think of the souls of 
martyrs as literally in this location, or does he thus vividly 
picture the reality and efficacy of their prayers for vengeance, 
pictured otherwise in 5» and tP-*? (cf. 4 Ezr 4 : »). Cf. the cry of 
the uncovered Wood of the slain to God for vengeance (On *4io, 
Ezk 24 rr -. Job IC'8) ; also the effective prayers of the oppressed 
(Ex 222»r., Dt 9» 24i* Sir 3513"-, Ja 54) ; sometimes angels are 
the bearers of such prayers (Zee 112, To 12 la -M). See esp. 
Enoch 9. 152 22» 40« 471-2 979,5 093 1043. W hen they are seen 
again it is said that they lived and reigned with Christ for 
the 1000 years. As $oul$, then, they were not truly living, 
but this life is due to a resurrection (20*«> On the other hand, 
in 7»« the martyrs — or perhaps rather all who have kept the 
faith amid tribulation (v.l*) — appear in their white robes in 
heaven, joining with angels in the worship of God, in a glory 
and blessedness which can be nothing less than final. And yet 
the description of the consummation in 21-22 5 - 14. 18 has not 
this setting (the heavenly throne of God, the elders, and living 
beings and angels), but is simply earthly (after the OT) in its 
features. In the former passage the saints are with God, m this 



God descends to be with men (21*- *»•). We note also that 
there are still 'the kings of the earth' who can bring their 
treasure* to the new Jerusalem (21 8 *-*) ; and though there shall 
not enter into it anything unclean (2127= Is 521 etc), yet outside 
of the city gates are the wicked ('~' 4 ). whose part, however, 
according to 21 s , is in the lake of fire, the second death. 

The earthly features of the new Jerusalem in the new earth 
are especially strange in a chiliastic eschatology. We should 
expect the 1000-years' reign of Christ and the martyrs to fulfil the 
earthly Messianic hopes of prophecy, and the final consumma- 
tion should be heavenly. Zahn actually holds, accordingly, 
that 2 1»- 22 s <■*) is a description not of the final blessedness, 
but of the condition of the world during the 1000-years' reign. 
There is, in fact, no escape from this violent conclusion, 
no way <>f harmonizing this picture with that of 7&>", and with 
the condition of things implied in 191*21 2Q11-18 21 1 , except by 
taking it throughout as poetry. It is in form an almost purely 
Jewish description of what is to our author a Christian and 
heavenly consummation. It has always been used as poetry by 
Christians, and, so used, has proved inspiring. 

The hope of this writer has often been declared to be narrowly 
Jewish-Christian, and Vischer and others have felt that the 
only way in which justice can be done to the evident univer- 
sality and spirituality of some parts of the book is by separat- 
ing it into independent parts. Undoubtedly, the Jewish lan- 
guage is due to Jewish writers. E.g. 71-" suggests that Jewish 
Christians form the nucleus of the new community, and retain a 
sort of separateness and primacy, while the multitudes from other 
nations are added to them. So in 111 13 Judaism appears to be 
only chastened for its sins ; but the great majority repent and 
are saved. And, finally, the new Jerusalem remains Jewish 
(2112). ita gates are for the tribes of Israel who enter into the 
city, while believing nations walk by its light, bring gifts to 
it, but do not dwell within its walls; are healed by the leaves 
of its trees of life, but do not eat their fruit (2124-222). • 

.But in spite of the writer's high valuation of the name 'Jew' 
(2» S»), and in spite of a certain parallel for such a doctrine of 
the eschatological primacy of Jev»s in the expectations of St. 
Paul (Ho 11), it appears quite certain to the present writer that 
Rev. knows no such distinction ; that in 71-»and lll-M it is no 
longer Judaism, but Christianity, the true 'Jews' and heirs to 
Israel's promisee, to whom the writer applies undoubtedly 
Jewish oracles, and that the Jewish language in chs. 21. 22, 
wholly borrowed, as it is, from the OT, is used as poetry to 
picture the heavenlv blessedness of Christians. 

(3) The fall of Satan.— Id chs. 12-20 the distinction be- 
tween fact and figure in our writer's predictions is involved 
especially in the question how he conceived of the angelic and 
demonic beings whose deeds and fortunes form the background 
of the action. Here we read of the birth and ascension of 
Christ ; Satan and his angels cast out of heaven by Michael 
and his hosts ; the persecution of Christians by Satan through 
the beasts who represent Rome's empire and cultus ; the fall of 
Rome introduced by last plagues (15. 16), described in symbol 
(17), and in prophetic language (18) ; the overthrow of the two 
beasts and their followers by Christ ; the binding of Satan ; the 
1000-years' reign of Christ and risen martyrs ; the loosing of 
Satan, who with a great army (Gog and Magog) assails the holy 
city and is destroyed ; the general resurrection and judgment, 
when Death and Hades, with condemned men, are cast into the 
lake of fire, where the beasts and Satan are. 

In this outlook one thing which must be taken literally is the 
fall of Rome. Even if Jews in large part shaped the various 
oracles against the godless city, our writer could not have put 
chs. 17. 18 into his book if he had not meant to say what is 
there so unmistakably said, nor can 13. 14 s 16 1B have any other 
meaning. But the judgment upon Rome, which forms the 
concrete historical contents of chs. 12-20, is set in a frame, or 
double frame, of deeds in the angelic world. Chs. 12 and 20 
form the outside setting, or, shall we say, the underlying 
stratum, the real cause and end of evil. The fall of Satan from 
heaven, his last assaults upon men (Christians), his imprison- 
ment in the abyss, his release and last onslaught and final over- 
throw, ore the events that ultimately explain the evil of the 
present, and bring evil to its absolute end. Chs. 13 and 19U-SI 
form the inner framework about the historical reality or the 
upper stratum, Just below the surface of observed facts. The 
two beasts are not identical with the Roman empire and 
emperor-worship, but are the representatives of these in the 
spirit-world ; they are not an abstract symbol of Rome, but a 
concrete (personal) embodiment of Rome. They are demonic 
beings, pictures of the evil spirit-power of Rome. This is 
probably the correct view of the beasts in Dn 7 also, since 
Professor N. Schmidt {JBL, 1900, part L) has made probable the 
identification of the 'one like a man ' with the angel prince of 
Israel, the Michael, who is described as gaining Israel's victory 
over the angel representatives of the nations (chs. 10-12). That 
the beasts are angelic beings is suggested by the demons that 
come out of their mouths (16"- H), and by the difference between 
their punishment and that of the armies that fight for them 
(1920. »\, B u t though distinct from Rome the beasts ore not 
apart from it. We mistake (he Jewish idea of the angelic 
counterpart if we give it independent significance. The boast's 
power is Rome's power, and Rome's fall is the fall of the beast. 
Vet the two are not one, and it is possible that the writer 
used the figure of ch. 17 to express his belief that Rome was to 
fall at the hand of ita own evil genius, by the fruits of its own 
sin. It was the woman sitting on the beast, against whom the 
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beast itself would at lout turn in hatred. The demonic nature 
•f the beast is here quite clear. The actual Satanic power in 
the writer's experience was Rome, and his hope was (or its 
fall ; but though it was the agent and embodiment of Satan's 
hatred and power against God's people, .vet its fall will bring 
only the binding, not the destruction, of Satan. He has other 
resources, and will be given an opportunity to make one more 
effort before the end comes. The arrangement of material 
compels us to regard the threefold judgment upon Satan, one 
past (connected with Christ's birth and ascension), two future, 
a preliminary binding connected with the fall of Rome, and a 
final destruction, as expressing realities in the author's mind 
no less than the fall of Rome itself, to which be gives a definite 
place in this larger drama of the Christian conquest of evil. 
But reality need not mean materiality. Caution is needed in 
interpreting the angelology of our book. We have already 
observed how little actuality, apart from Christ, has the angel 
who speaks for him (e.g. 220" ). In the letters we hove messages 
from Christ to the Churches, but in form they come from the 
angel who represents Christ, through John, to the angels who 
represent the Churches. In spite of the difficulty of supposing 
that John and his writing must mediate between two angels, it 
remains probable that the angel of the Church is a real angel, 
conceived not as ruling over the Church, not as its heavenly 
guardian, but as its heavenly counterpart, personating its actual 
character, and hence worthy of praise and blame, not different 
from the Church itself ideally or abstractly conceived. John's 
writing of the message of the Christ-angel is, of course, for the 
sake of the actual Church, which is really addressed (note the 
use of the second person singular). It can be spoken of as a 
writing to the angel, in accordance with the heavenly setting 
of the vision, only because the angel is the heavenly presence 
and personal representation of the actual Church in its actual 
character. Against the contrary arguments of Zahn and others 
it remains that 'angel' is used throughout the book in the 
literal sense, and that no human official could be so completely 
identified with the Church. The intervention of John's book 
between two angels does not prove that they were not angels, 
but reveals the sense in which our writer ascribes reality to them. 

In order rightly to estimate the significance of the angelic 
and demonic framework or background of our writer's pre- 
dictions we should study its history, for it is no free invention 
or original insight of his. This eschatology, with its union of 
earthly (political) and unearthly (angelic) beings and events has 
far-reaching roots, and one would need a far more complete re- 
view than can here be attempted of the angelology, demonology, 
j and eschatologv of the OT and of Judaism in order to view it 
i in the right light. In this picture are blended many elements 
from originally independent sources of which the history can 
only imperfectly be traced. Uunkel has done a very great 
service in his study of the history of the Babylonian myth of 
the creation of the world by the slaying or binding of the chaos 
beast, the dragon of the deep, by the god of light. He has 
shown how in the OT certainly (Is 51*. 27>, Dn 7, etc.), and not 
improbably in Babylonia, this coemological myth became 
eschatological, the last things were to be like the first, the 
dragon was to rise in a new conflict against Uod and be again 
overcome before the new creation. He has also shown how 
this myth, though retaining features of its original sense, the 
conception of creation as the binding and confining of the 
ocean (cf. Pr. Man ' who has bound the sea by the word of 
thy commandment ; who hast shut up the deep and sealed it 
by thy terrible and glorious name,' with Rev 9' 20 s ), became, 
especially in its eschatological use, a figure of the world- 
kingdom that oppressed the people of God. Its future assault 
would be literally by war, not by tempest (see the union in 
Dn 7'X It is evident how perfect an expression of this final 
form of the dragon-myth is contained in the words, ' the beast 
that thou sawest was, and is not ; and is about to come up out 
of the abyss, and to go into perdition ' (Rev 178). But this leads 
us over to an idea not Babylonian in origin, that the gods of 
the nations are angels (demons) (Dt 4'» 32« LXX, Sir IV*), and 
that these angels of the nations are responsible for their sins 
against Israel. Daniel contains this idea in a developed form. 
The beasts which in ch. 7 suggest the chaos dragon in his late 
eschatological and political form, give place in chs. 10-12 to 
angel princes of the nations whom Israel's prince, Michael, is to 
overthrow. So also in the late apocalypse. Is 24-27, the Baby- 
lonian dragon of the deep (here three monsters probably stand 
for three nations) is to be slain by God in the last judgment 
(27 1 ) ; but before this (or parallel to it) is the punishing of the 
angelic counterparts of earthly kings, and, very significantly, 
their imprisonment for a time in the pit before their final 
punishment (24 8 i-22). That the coining day of J" includes a 
heavenly judgment over these spiritual powers of the world- 
kingdoms, is seen also in Is 34*- », Ps 82. 58 (?). Both in Is 24". 
cf. 18- 20, and in 34*-* earthquake phenomena ore the manifest 
sign of this judgment upon angel beings. That Persian eschat- 
ologv influenced Jewish at this point is quite beyond serious 

nit ion. (Sec esp. Slave, Parmtmw, p. 145 ff.). There we 
the conception of a struggle between good and evil spirit 
powers, becoming especially severe at the end when the Satanic 
leader, Angra Mainyu. assails the abode of Ahura Mazda, the 
good god. He is overthrown, either by the god himself or by 
the Porsee Messiah, Soshyoe, and is held ins imprisonment for a 
time before he is <kstroyed. The resurrection and the creation 
of the new heaven and earth are additional elements in the 
Parsee eschatology parallel to the Jewish. The idea of the fall 
of Satan from heaven through an ambitious attempt to be like 
Ood is used poetically in application to the fall of Babylon in 
la Uia-13, with evident allusion to a myth describing the failure 



of the morning star to mount the eastern sky. See also Secrets 
of Enoch 29* «, and cf. Enoch 68*-». 

The Bk. of Daniel introduces a further element, the essential 
embodiment of the demonic power of evil in a man (Antiochua 
iv.). This human, not simply national, incarnation of the 
power of Satan may have had an important history in Jewish 
thought before it comes to light in the early Christian ex- 
pectation of Antichrist (2 Th 1 Jn 2l», A.i. 16, etc. ; cf. 
Apoc. Bar 40>- *). Bousset (Der Anlxehrut, 1895) has made 
probable the Jewish origin of this conception as an outgrowth 
or modification of the Babylonian dragon myth, probably 
originating with Daniel. 

Another line of development connects itself with Gn 6>J, and 
is found in combination with some of those already traced in 
Enoch 1-36. 83-90. The points of contact with Rev. here are 
close enough to deserve a more careful scrutiny. 

The Book of Enoch (ch. ft ff.) contains an account — probably 
the blending of two accounts — of the fall of angels from heaven, 
on the basis of Gn 6'-*, and of the binding of their leader (Azazel 
or Semjaza) by one of the four archangels in darkness beneath 
rocks or under the hills of the earth, with his associates. At 
the last judgment they are to be taken thence and cast into the 
abyss of Are (10*-*-*i3). If they had not been bound, man would 
have perished from the earth (107). But though the greater 
powers of evil are chained, lesser powers, the evil spirits, halt 
human, proceeding from their sons, the giants, continue, and to 
them disease and all sorts of evil are ascribed. In the dream 
vision of chs. 83-90 the same conception is found. Here we 
read of the fall of a star from heaven and then of other stars 
(861- '), and of the violent deeds of their sons. Then one of the 
four great angels binds in an abyss the first star that fell, and 
his followers likewise (88'- 3). This is before the Flood. During 
the whole period of human history these fallen angels lie bound 
in the earth ; but the evils under which Israel groaned are due 
to the misdeeds of the ' seventy shepherds.' These are angel 
representatives of the kingdoms to which the Jews were in sub- 
jection from the Exile onwards(89 s > ff -). who transgress theircom- 
mission as chasteners of Israel. At the last judgment the stars 
that first fell are brought before God, then the seventy shep- 
herds, and all are cost into the some abyss of fire (tW- 1 so 
100*). Into a like abyss, but not the same one, apostate Israelites 
were cast (90 s8 ). Then the old house (Jerusalem) was taken 
away, and the new house was brought and erected by God 
(9727-n), Certain points of likeness between this apoculyi>se 
and Rev. are evident: the two sorts of angelic powers of evil, 
Satan and his angels accounting for the evil of the world in 
general, and angels of the nations explaining the particular and 
present sufferings of the Jews. But the binding of Satan in the 
abyss is at the beginning of human history, not at the beginning 
of the Messianic reign. The idea that evil angels ore confined 
under the earth may well have been an inference from the 

K" enomena of earthquake and volcano, cf. e.g. Enoch 67* ff -. 
e same conception, depending on Enoch, though with varia- 
tions, is found in later parts of Enoch (39'- 2» 54»-« 67-69), in Bk. 
of Jub , ch. 5, Secrets of Enoch 187 (of. chs. 7. 18. 29), Jude », 2 P 
24. In Enoch 1SH-21 '<> the fallen and imprisoned angels are seven 
stars that transgressed the commandment of God by not rising 
at the appointed time ; and though ch. 19 declares thciu to l>e 
the angels of Gn 6'-*, one suspect* a different origin, namely, in 
planets or meteors. The possibility of Greek influence on the 
eschatology of Enoch is not to be denied (Dieterich, Sekyia, 1893). 

Comparing the eschatology of Rev 12-22 with these earlier 
OT ana Jewish conceptions, we are struck most of all by the free 
union of elements of an originally diverse origin. Ch. 12 stands 
nearest to the Babylonian myth, even though one hesitate to 
adopt Gnnkel's bold reconstruction. The dragon is a water 
beast (v. 18). He is cast out of heaven with his host by Michael, 
in a war which can have been nothing but an effort to dispossess 
God. But his fall here follows the birth and ascension of 
Messiah ; and by this change of order which appears to have 
been due to our John himself, what was a history of the world 
became a history of Christianity, and the fundamental victory 
over evil, upon which hoiie rests, was not that effected by God 
at creation, but that achieved by Christ through His resurrec- 
tion. In 91-11 the allusions to the demonic powers, with 
Apollyon at their head, who are confined in the abyss, seem to 
rest on a wholly different conception. 

The Satan of chs. 12 and 20 is certainly more than a repre- 
sentative of Rome, and these two chapters must be intended to 
put the present evil power and its coming fall into relation to 
an ultimate principle of evil, which Rome only for a time em- 
bodies. Through the birth and ascension of Christ a victory has 
been achieved over the power of evil in heaven. After Home's 
fall, there still remains a final victory to be achieved over the 
power of evil in the world. So much we may safely say the 
writer intends in a literal sense. 
| (4) The thotuaml yean.- This leads to the question of the 
significance to him of the 1000-years' reign of Christ and the 
martyrs. It is a part of the last conflict against evil. While 
Satan is bound in the abyss, Christ and His saints reign over 
the world, suUluing the remaining powers of evil. It is true 
that in Jewish apocalypses the idea of a temporary earthly reign 
of Messiah (or of Israel) arose in the effort to conceive" of the 
final consummation in more transcendental, heavenly terms, and 
yet provide for the literal fulfilment of the national, earthly hopes 
of Israel. In Enoch 01 Messiah does not appear, but on earthly 
Messianic age is followed after a final Judgment by a consumma- 
tion of heavenly character. 1 n 4 Ezr 7 Messiah has to do only with 
the earthly kingdom, not with the heavenly which follows it after 
400 years. But in Rev. the 1000 years has no such significance. 
Our writer does not need it for the literal fulfilment of the 
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earthly and national features of the prophetic hope, for he uses 
these freely in a figurative sense of the new heaven and earth 
(21. 22). He does not need it in order to give Messiah His rights, 
for the Lamb is still on the throne in the final consummation 
(2122. 23 22'- 3). Holtzmann, indeed, declares that the idea that 
this 1000- years' reign is a period of peace and rest is the only 
proper enrichment of Biblical theology in our book, since 
in 8t. Paul the interval between the coming of Christ and the 
consummation is a period of the progressive conquest of evil 
(1 Co 15 20 - 28 ). But where in Rev. is the suggestion that peace 
and rest characterise the 1000 years? It is here also a reigning 
of Christ, and the reward of martyrs is a share in His power. 
St. Paul expresses the common expectation of the Christian's 

r-t in this reign of Christ in 1 Co 63. 8. There is every reason 
Biippose that judging and ruling characterize the 1000 years 
in Revelation. The difference between this first resurrection 
and the second is not the difference between a preliminary 
earthly and a final heavenly rest. For the final consummation, 
as we have seen, is described by our author in thoroughly earthly 
(Messianic) terms poetically taken. It is the difference between 
power and blessedness. In other words, the 1000-years' reign 
here corresponds closely to the Jewish expectation of the time 
when the sword of justice and vengeance should be in the 
hands of the righteous (Enoch 9112 901B. 84, c f. 953. 7 98* 98« 99*- « 
9916-ioos 3»s, Dn 7*0. 

In Rev 2f* 27 321 the rule of those who overcome is promised ; 
but is this more literally meant than the other promises (27- « 
etc.)? In l 8 6 10 it seems to be said that Christians are already a 
kingdom and priests reigning on the earth. The brief episodal 
treatment of the 1000 years in 20** as port of the account of 
Satan's overthrow, prevents our giving it the significance in the 
writer's mind that has often been given to it. The possibility 
cannot be wholly excluded that it stands here because it stood 
in some account of Satan's overthrow, which our author 
adopted, as he did so much else, for its general meaning, not 
for its detail. We shall perhaps be better able to estimate its 
meaning to him as we turn from his predictions to his religious 
conceptions. It is certain that the overcoming with which John 
is most concerned is first Christ's overcoming of sin through 
His death and exaltation, then the Christian overcoming of the 
evil life and false worship of the world and its hatred and 
persecutions, by patience and faith even unto death. And this 
overcoming is so referred to in the midst of the description of 
8aton'8 fall from heaven (I2»), and of the fall of Rome (171*), 
that we wonder after all at the end whether this is the reality 
and those the figure ; whether, not of course originally but to 
our writer, — the one who inserted such verses as these, — this 
did not express their real meaning. It is certain that he 
believed chiefly in the triumphant vindication of Christian faith, 
both in the case of individuals who endured unto death, and of 
the world which was now in the power of evil. The conviction 
that death could only bring the faithful bouI to its God, and 
that the future could only see God and Christ manifestly 
enthroned over the universe, our author held with all the 
intensity of his being, and expressed in all the variety of form 
with which the literature of hope furnished him, without too 
much anxiety about formal consistency. That Christ's conquest 
of evil involved the fall of Rome, but that the fall of Rome was 
not the end of evil itself, but the beginning and guarantee of 
its end, we may also regard as secure. 

2. Religious ideas (theology) of Revelation. — 
The bibheo- theological study of Rev. should pro- 
ceed, according to the modern view of this dis- 
cipline, largely by the comparative method. We 
are not to assume that the author had a theology 
of his own ; and we are most concerned to know the 
sources and influence of the Christian ideas of the 
book, and how they fit into the history of Christian 
thought. This is far more an average book, that 
is, an embodiment of average beliefs and hopes, 
than the letters of St. Paul or the Gospel of St. 
John. It expresses the faith and the temper of 
Christianity in the early years of its conflict, its 
struggle for existence against a hostile world. As 
its message is one of a speedily coming judgment 
and deliverance, its underlying theology will 
concern the persons through whom, and the way 
in which, salvation is to be effected. God and 
Christ, redemption past and to come, are its 
themes. The general conception of the deliverer 
and the deliverance will be determined by the 
conception of the evil from which men desire to be 
delivered. The theology of our author will "be 
fundamentally determined by the question whether 
he conceives of the evil chiefly as political or as 
religious. The answer to this question is not 
altogether easy. Although Rome now embodies 
the spirit of evil itself, and is endowed with its 
authority, yet on the one hand it is through its 
religion that its evil power is exerted (2 ,a 13 ,,ff -)> 
and on the other hand it is only a temporary repre- 



sentative of the ultimate evil power, the Devil 
and Satan, the destroyer (9 U ), the deceiver of thf 
whole world (12 9 ), the real persecutor of the saints 
(12i».n). Titius is doubtless, on the whole, right 
in suggesting that the political view of evil and 
salvation seems to be ottered to the writer by some 
of his sources, but that it is disavowed by him 
(Die mutest. Lehre von der Seligkeit, iv. 35) ; yet 
the case is not wholly clear, ami the central 
problem in the interpretation of the Christianity 
of the book lies just here. The fall of Home would 
seem to be a chief act in that Divine judgment 
which is to bring blessedness to the faithful. But 
this Jewish 4 apocalyptical connexion of politics 
and religion ' is not the teaching of the book as a 
whole, otherwise Christ's person and work, and 
the Christian conduct and hope, must have been 
determined by the goal of political world-ruler- 
ship. It is not, indeed, decisive that * the conduct 
of the faithful is not political, but is characterized 
exclusively by patience (13 10 W 3 ) ' (Titius) ; for this 
is true also in the Bk. of Daniel, the occasion of 
which, like that of Rev., is not Avar, but religious 
persecution. Here literal world-rulership is un- 
questionably hoped for, and yet the conflict with 
the beast, as in Rev., 'is carried on, on the one 
side by executions, and on the other by quiet 
martyrdom' (cf. Dn ll SMf -). Many Jews expected 
that world-rulership was to come to them through 
God's direct intervention, upon purely religious 
conditions on their part. Nor can we say with 
confidence that the literal world-rulership of the 
saints was not in our author's mind (2* * 3 s1 5 W 
20 4 " 8 ). When the Roman empire is regarded as 
the Satanic power, it is not easy to escape the con- 
ception of a kingdom of the saints which shall 
literally displace it. Nevertheless, it remains true 
that for our author the ultimate evil power is not 
Rome but Satan, and that the final struggle and 
victory are in the spiritual realm. It is not the 
world-rulership of Rome, but its blasphemous 
claims, that made it the present agent of Satan's 
power. Both by temptation and by violence it 
endangered the Christian life and the Christian 
faith. An}' power that opposed the sole worship of 
the one God, whether Jewish (2" 3 9 ) or Roman (2 13 
13 6 etc.), is Satanic. 

(a) God. — The fundamental faith of the book 
is, then, that God alone is to be worshipped, since 
He alone is eternal and all-powerful. Monotheism 
is the basis on which the apocalyptical hope rests, 
since this is always only the hope that the real 
kingship of God will soon become manifest and 
actual. God is He who was, and who is, and who 
is to come (l 4 - 8 4 8 , cf. II 1 '), while the power of evil 
' was, and is not ; and is about to come up out of 
the abyss, and to go into perdition ' (17 8, ")• The 
difference between these two definitions saves the 
Christian faith which this book represents from 
dualism. The doctrine of God is Christianity's 
great inheritance from Judaism, and is given here 
not only in Jewish terms, but in the Jewish spirit. 
God is the Creator (4 U 10 8 14 7 ), omnipotent [ravro- 
Kpdrup] (l 8 4 8 ll 17 15* 16 7 - 14 19 8 - 18 21 a ; elsewhere in 
NT only 2 Co 6 18 ). Fear, not love, is the temper of 
worship (14 7 15 4 1 9 s ll u ). God is indeed described 
as one to be feared, one whose coming • self- 
manifestation Avill be in wrath and judgment 
(6'«- 17 His i4«-n. i». 20 157. 8 i 6 i 191s) f| e j 9 a King 

who is absolute in power and just in His judg- 
ments. This justice is His supreme quality, on 
which faith and hope rest (6 10 15 3 16 7 19 1 -*). 

(6) Christ.— Christ is conceived as one equal to 
His task, which is threefold. (1) He is to over- 
throw the Roman empire (19 11 " 21 ) and its allies 
(17 14 ), and so is described as warrior and king, 
wholly in Jewish terms. He is the lion of the 
tribe of Judah (5 8 , cf. 22 18 ), with a sword in His 
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month (l 16 2 13 - 19 19", Is ll 4 ), the destined ruler of 
the heathen (2»'- 12 6 19'», Ps 2» cf. Pa Sol 17*). 
(2) But since the real power of evil is not Rome 
but Satan, Christ must be conceived not only as 
the greatest of kings, 1 King of kings and Lord of 
lords ' (17" 19'« P), as God is in the OT (Dn 2*\), but 
9.4 one supreme in the world of spirits. So in the 
tirst vision of Him (1*"*), He appears as an angelic 
being, like Gabriel in Dn 10, but above him, since 
He applies to Himself (l w 2 s 22 13 ) the name 'the 
first and the last,' which belongs to God (l 8 2l 6 , 
Is 41* 44 6 48' a ). He is 'the living one' (1»«), as 
God also is (4 1 *- 10 10 6 ) ; the One who has already, 
by His resurrection, gained the mastery over those 
powers of evil which are the last of all to be 
destroyed, Death and Hades (l 18 , cf. 20", 1 Co 
15*). The second vision of Christ (5 1 " 1 *) shows 
still more clearly His superiority to all angelic 
powers, even those that stand closest to the throne 
of God. He only of them all can open the book 
of the Divine purposes. The seven spirits of God 
are His eyes (5*), or are in His hand (3 1 ). This 
elevation is His, — just as in Ph 2 6 " 11 , — because 
of His redemptive death (5 9 ). The whole creation 
joins in ascribing to Him praises as to God (5"' 14 , 
cf. l Jb - « 7 M ). 

The angel-like and God-like nature of the risen 
Christ is the best proof that our writer's view 
went beyond the political. Such a One as this was 
not needed for the overthrow of Rome. Yet it is 
a striking fact that the victory over spirit powers 
of evil is not, as we should expect, expressly ascribed 
to Christ. The demon-beasts of Rome are taken and 
cast into the lake of tire, but by whom is not said 
(19"-'-™), though it is the sword in Christ's mouth 
that slays their followers (v. *■"). The dragon recog- 
nized in Christ his deadly foe (I2* u ), but it is 
Michael who cast him down from heaven (12 7 -*), 
1 an angel ' who chained him in the abyss (20 1 " 8 , 
cf. 9 1 "") ; fire from heaven devoured his hosts, and 
it is not. said who cast him, and after him Death, 
into the lake of tire (2U ,U - u ). So the key of the 
ahyss is in an angel's hand (9 1 20') in spite of l 18 . 
Our writer does not feel the need of formally dis- 
placing the angel by Christ in these Jewish figures. 
Angelology had already influenced the Jewish con- 
ception of Messiah in Enoch 37 It. (see 46 1 ) on the 
basis of Daniel. But in general Michael retained 
his place as Israel's heavenly representative, 
defender, priestly intercessor. Uousset suggested 
(Der Antichrist, p. 151) that Jewish speculations 
about Michael may have influenced early Chris- 
tian ideas about Christ, and Lueken (Michael, 
<iottingen, 1898) has made the hypothesis probable. 
In our t ook, however, Michael is not displaced, 
but performs one of his chief functions (I2' ff -) ; on 
th»«. other hand, the worship of angels is expressly 
forbidden (19>° 22 s - »); and Christ is, with God— in 
spite of 19 10 'worship God' — the object of the 
worship of angels and men alike. W hile angels 
are classed with men, Christ is classed with God ; 
and various titles and expressions carry us beyond 
not only the Messianic but also the angelological 
speculations of Judaism. He is once called ' the 
Son of God' <2", but see also 2* cf. P 14') ; 
once, ' the beginning of the creation of God' (3 M ), 
as only the Divine wisdom is called in OT (Pr 8'- ), 
and as Christ is called only by St. Paul in the 
NT (Col l'»). He is called once also the Word of 
Owl (19 u ), and even this Johannine (Hellenistic) 
title is surpassed by the title of eternity, ' the first 
and the last' (1" 2 s 22"). Yet one hesitates to 
put stress on the pre-existence which these titles 
imply, because the resurrection so supremely marks 
Christ and conditions His exaltation (l 8 * 18 2 s 5*"-). 
A cosmical significance and fitness to deal with the 
cosmic al principle of evil the writer certainly wishes 
to fttfirm. He would seem almost to identity Christ 



and God if, as seems probable, he adds to Jewish 
sources the expressions 'and of his Christ' (U u ), 
'and of the Lamb' (22*), without feeling the need 
of changing the following words to plurals. Yet 
close as is the association, closer and more abiding 
than in 1 Co subordination remains, and is 

expressed in simple and unreserved fashion (I 1 2 7 - 37 
3*. is. h.«)._(3j But it is neither the world-empire, 
nor its demon-gods, nor Satan himself that fur- 
nished the chief task of Christ. The Christian 
community was His greatest deed. He created it 
by His redeeming death (P 5 ,,It ), and is first and 
last the Lord of the Churches, knowing them as 
they are (2 s etc.), ruling them in love, but with 
severity (2 , «- ! » 3'"), their Lord (IP 14" 22»-«). 
For Him the' perfected community is destined as a 
bride (19 7 "» 2P- "). Believers are His servants (l 1 
2"), as they are the servants of God (7* 10 7 ll 18 
etc. ). The name which most expresses what Christ 
is to the Christian is the ' Lamb,' used twenty-nine 
times in the book. The figure of a lamb as if slain, 
i.e. with throat cut as if about to be sacrificed, the 
author is able to use in such a way that it gives 
an impression of power and excites feelings of 
reverence and awe. Although the Lamb slain is 
a striking Christian transformation of the Lion 
of Judahs tribe (5»- e ), yet lion-like rather than 
lamb-like qualities remain dominant. The seven 
horns and the seven eyes picture kingly power 
and Divine knowledge. The Christian Messiah 
is one crucified, indeed, but nevertheless kingly 
and powerful, a stern warrior and righteous judge 
(6'« 14 io 17 uj Hi8 place ig near the throne of 

God (5«- 8 7»- ,7 ) I and at last upon it (2P*- fl 22 I S ). 
Although the name Jesus is commonly used (P 
12" 17* 19 10 20« 22*), yet the reference is to the 
heavenly, not the earthly life. Neither allusions 
to the birth of Christ (12 10 , cf. 5 B 22 lB ), nor to His 
death (5"; cf. Is 53; I 7 , cf. Zee 12 10 , Dn 7 ,s ), indicate 
a use of the Gospel accounts. The fact of the 
death, however, is of vital significance. The 
crucifixion was the crowning sin of Jerusalem 
(IP), but the slaying — the blood of the Lamb — is 
that through which He made men a kingdom, 
priests, unto God (P5 10 ). This effect is explained 
as a purchase (redemption), 5 9 14*- 4 (cf. 1 Co 6* 
7 4S ), with which the reading, Xfaram in, in 1* 
('loosed'), would correspond. But it is also said 
that the redeemed had ' washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb' (7 14 , 
cf. 22" KA, and the less probable reading, Xowrom 
iw6, in P). 

The figure of the slain Lamb itself pictures the 
fact of the atoning significance of the death, but 
does not give us a definite theory regarding it. It 
is not certain whether the Paschal lamb is in mind 
(Ex 12 s *. 1 Co 5 7 ), or Is 53 7 (as probably in Jn 
jss. W) The vicariousness of Christ's death is not 
indicated, and the contact with St. Paul's thought 
at this point seems formal rather than real. 

(c) Tne Christian life. — The divergence of the 1 
thought of our book from St. Paul becomes still 
more evident when we note that the white gar- 
ments which the redeemed wear signify moral purity 
(3*-*). It is the duty of the Christian Church to 
array itself in white. The fine linen, bright and 
pure, is the righteous deeds of the saints ( 19 s ). Such 
raiment can be, as it were, bought of Christ (3 18 ), 
or given (6 U 19") ; but its possession is evidently 
regarded more from the moral than from the 
ritual point of view. There is no such reflexion 
upon the relation of gift and duty in the Christian 
life as in St. Paul ; but by the side of praise for 
redemption by Christ's blood, is an almost legalistic 
conception of salvation by works. In the letters, 
works are required by Christ (2 s - * 3'- J - 8 - ls , 

cf. 14*» 18" 20 s - 12 - 13 22", Holtzmann). They are //w 
works (2*), the keeping of His words or commands 
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(3 8 ), as well as God's words (I s - 9 12 17 14" 20 4 ), of 
which Jesus is a witness ( 1° 3 M ). To keep God's com- 
mands is to keep the testimonyof Jesus (l 1 -" 12 17 19 10 
20*) or His faith ( 14"). Pure morals (2 1 *- » 3* 14 4 - •) 
and a pure worship (2"-*° 13 ,lff - 14"-) are enjoined, 
over against heathen influence ; and, to keep these 
in such a time, . patience, endurance, fidelity were 
the most needed virtues. * The patience and the 
faith of the saints ' ( 13 t0 ) are closely related virtues. 
That faith and patience alike mean fidelity is 
evident (2 ,s 14" 2" b 17 1 *). They were most mani- 
fest in martyrdom. As Christ, through the shed- 
ding of His blood, proved Himself a 'faithful 
witness,' and attained as a reward His place of 
power, so Christians gain the highest glory through 
a martyr death. Its power as an example is one 
of the clearest interpretations given by our author 
to Christ's death (see 7" 12" 3*20"). The point 
of view of reward is that from which salvation 
is predominantly regarded (27 etc., 'to him that 
overcometh,' 11" 22" 7"*). 

vi. Relation of Rkv. to other NT Books.— 
1. St. Paul. — The question in what relation the 
Christology and Soteriology of Rev. stand to 
Paulinism is one to which a confident answer 
is impossible until we know better how to answer 
the questions both of source and of influence with 
reference to St. Paul's thought at these points. If 
St. Paul is the author of the ' higher Christology,' 
Rev. must be under his influence, and certainly 
the expression 'the firstborn from the dead' (1*) 
suggests Col 1" (of. 1 Co 13*°), though Bousset 
believes that Ps 89* (LXX) accounts for it. To 
the same verse, Col 1" (cf. v."), the expression 
' the beginning of the creation of God,' points (3 U ). 
Yet these parallels are far from conclusive. Both 
St. Paul and Rev. exalt Christ above angels as 
a reward for His earthly life and death (Ph 2 Mr \ 
Rev 5 W -). 

If St. Paul was the first to connect the forgiveness 
of sin with the death of Christ, the thought of Rev. 
is in some sense due to him ; but St. Paul's origin- 
ality at this point is an open question (1 Co 15 s - u ), 
and the effect of the death of Christ is here described 
in a wholly un-Pauline way. Again, the univer- 
sality of the gospel owed most to the championship 
of St. Paul, out Weizsaeker is justified in saying 
that in Rev. Judaism has become universal istie 
and free from law, not in the Pauline way, but in 
a way of its own. The thought of Rev 5* is that 
of Eph 2", but dependence is not evident. 

There are many points of contact lietween the 
two writers in eschatology, but none that cannot 
be explained from the common basis of Jewish 
and primitive Christian conceptions. It is not 
probable that we are to infer from Rev 7 1 "" ll 1 " 1 * 
an expectation like St. Paul's of the final repent- 
ance and salvation of the Jewish people (Ro 11 s6 ) ; 
it is, however, possible. St. Paul expects a literal 
renewal of the world (Ro 8 ,8 : » cf. Rev 21 1 ) ; also 
(before this?) an interregnum of Christ (1 Co 15 28 ) 
when He and His (6- J ) will overcome all powers 
hostile to God ( Re v 20 4 ) ; the last foe to be destroyed 
is death (1 Co 15* Rev 20"). It is a striking fact 
that while the literalness of these expectations is 
not to bo questioned in St. Paul's case, in Rev. we 
feel ourselves to be everywhere on the border line 
between fact and figure. None of these parallels 
is so striking as the contrast between St. Paul's 
attitude towards Rome and that of Revelation ( Ro 
13'- 7 , 2 Th 2 7 ). Even at this point, however, wc 
cannot think of an intentional polemic against St. 
Paul. Antichrist has taken on a Roman instead of 
a Jewish character by the course of events. The 
effort of Baur and Volkinar to prove the presence 
of an anti-Pauline polemic in the book cannot be 
regarded as successful. The Christianity of the 
John of Rev. is neither national nor legal in a 



Jewish sense (e.g. 5 B 7 9ff - 21 9 ** 2"-» 21»). The 
absoluteness of its freedom from Judaism, i.e. of its 
con viction that Christians are the true Jews, is seen 
in the fact that it can adopt without change such 
thoroughly Jewish pictures as 7 1 " 8 ll 1 "", taking 
for granted their figurative application to the 
Christian community. Its conception of faith 
and of works is neither St. Paul's nor is it aimed 
against St. Paul's conception. 

We may agree with Julicher that the Christi- 
anity of Rev. is neither Pauline nor anti-Pauline ; 
and that, as far as one can speak of the religious 
conceptions of the book outside of the eschato- 
logical circle, they can be understood as a simple 
development of the primitive form in which the 
gospel came through Jewish believers to Jews. It 
must, however, be a late, not an early development. 

2. The Synoptic Gospels. — The traditional de- 
fence of the apostolicity and truth of Rev. by the 
claim that it is only an elaboration of the eschato- 
logical teachings of Jesus, especially in Mt 24 [-25] 
= Mk 13 = Lk 21 + 17 a °- a7 +12» * 8 , must now be 
reconsidered and tested in view of a growing 
inclination on the part of scholars to regard these 
chapters as due to an elaboration of the simpler 
teachings of Jesus regarding the future, under the 
influence of the eschatological conceptions, in- 
herited from Judaism, of which Rev. is a product 
and record. The parallels are, of course, unmis- 
takable ; but for the historical interpretation of 
them we must wait for further studies in the 
Gospels, and in the history of those traditions of 
the life and teachings of Jesus out of which the 
Gospels came. 

Holtzmann (EM. 422) adduces the following parallels : Mk 
137.8=Rev 6** 12 , Mk 13»<>=Rev 14«. Mk 13"=: Rev 2*», Mk 13«» 
= Bev 1618, esp. Mk is«-»=Rev 6"« »« 8»3 912, Mk Instill 
more closely Mt 27»)=Rev 17, Mk 13»7=Rev 7», Mk IS" = Rev 
0U 1717 21», and apparent contrasts between Rev 111 and Mk 
13", Rev 10» 6 HIS and Mk 1332. 

Von Sod en (Abhandlunnm, p. 182), on the basis of various 
parallels (Rev 1310 Lk '11**, Rev 6>° Lk 187, Rev <"« Lk 23», 
Rev S3 16" Lk 12» (=Mt 24«), Rev 3» Lk 1238 i4'"«,Rev 1« 
Lk 2138, Rev SJ 147.»6 Lk 1230f«, Rev H 22« Lk 18», Rev 1= 
2210 Lk 218, Rev 19" Lk 14", Rev 227 Lk lias, Rev UP* Lk 
1237), regards it as probable that the Christian editor of Rev. was 
familiar with Luke's Gospel. He thinks (p. 158 f .). on the other 
hand, that Matthew used Rev. in its present form because of 
the parallel use of words and phrases in many passages (cf. 
e.g. Mt 5" Rev 19?, Mt 8» Rev 218, Mt 20" 22" Rev 17", Mt 16>» 
Rev lis 3 7 91 201, Mt 27" Rev 11« 212 22l», Mt 28 Rev 1", Mt 19'7 
233 2i>20 (to keep, mw>, commands of Christ) 28»» Rev is 22io, 
Mt 10i» IS'* [UuA Rev 16, Mt 2662 Rev 1310, Mt 2430 Rev 17, 
Mt 2412 Rev 24. » 3«'-, Mt 22 Rev 121, Mt 2>» Rev 21*«, Mt 2'*1« 
Rev 124- 17). Such parallels as Holtzmann adduces between 
Rev. and Mk 13 are referred by von Soden and many others to 
common or related Jewish apocalyptical sources. 

3. T/te Gospel and Epistles of St. John. — The 
relation between Rev. and the other Johannine 
writings has been obscured by critical attacks and 
apologetic defence. Zahn's extravagnnt statement, 
that the common use of the name Logos (Jn l 1 - '*, 
1 Jn l 1 , Rev 19") outweighs all the irreconcilable 
contradictions which have been found between the 
ideas of Rev. and those of the other Johannine 
writings, is anything but conclusive, although the 
importance of this point of connexion is to be 
recognized. Even Zahn admits the difficulty of 
the problem presented by the difference of style, 
but thinks that both John and Rev. betray a 
Hebrew author, and that the same man might 
write differently as a prophet and as a historian 
and teacher. It is really by appeal to a super- 
natural agency that Zahn reconciles the books. 
In the Bk. of Revelation St. John is in ecstasy 
and receives everything in vision, the form as well 
as the material (p. 614 f.). So the books are not 
by the same real author, after all ; and how would 
Zahn estimate the relative value of the work of 
John and that of the Spirit? In regard to the 
peculiar style of Rev., with its departures from 
grammatical rules, certainly in part intentional, 
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perhaps in the effort to give the effect of the 
Hebrew prophetic style, see especially Bousset, 
Komm. pp. 183-208. 

That Rev. is pot by the author of the Gospel 
and the First Ep. of John appears to the present 
writer little less than a certainty. There are, 
indeed, ideas common to these books. We have 
already noticed the common use of all the Johan- 
nine writings by the Montanists because John 
promises the prophetic spirit, and Rev. is a pro- 
duct of it ; and the common rejection of all by 
the so-called Alogi, though later opponents of 
M on tan ism were contented to reject Revelation. 
There are also Johannine forms of expression in 
Rev. (see, e.g., 3»\ Jn VP*, Rev 2»* 3", Jn 15"- 
17 w 20*'). But so there are here Pauline forms of 
expression. Indeed the thought - world of our 
author is related to one side of St. Paul's, while 
John and 1 John are related to another ; and while 
it is not impossible that both Rev. and John pre- 
suppose St. Paul, between these books themselves 
little but contrast can be discovered, both in 
thought and in expression. 

Bousset has sought to prove a linguistic relation- 
ship such as to justify the belief that Rev. came 
from the same circles in Asia Minor from which 
the Johannine writings came. The John of Asia 
Minor was, he believes, not the apostle, but the 
presbyter John ; and though neither the Gospel 
nor the Apocalypse was written by him, Bousset 
supposes that both rest in some way upon him. 
That the John of Asia Minor was the apostle 
remains, however, still the more probable supposi- 
tion (see the elaborate argument of Zahn, For- 
»r hung en, vi. 1900, pp. 175-217). But the inference 
that the John of Kev. must in that case be the 
apostle, is weakened by the observation that the 
apocalyptist does not speak with the authority of 
hut own person. The authoritative author of his 
book is Christ. All that the author claims for 
himself is that he is a genuine prophet. The 
common idea ' that he appears as a special authority 
before his readers rests on fancy ' (Julicher, Einl. 
176). It is not he but Christ who criticizes and 
commends the Churches. There remains, of course, 
the other possibility, that, like other apocalypses, 
this also is pseudonymous, issued in the apostle's 
name. But we should in that case confidently 
look for clear references to the apostle's experi- 
ences, whereas the writer regards himself every 
where as a prophet, and seems to look upon the 
apostles from without (21", cf. 18'*). That the 
apostle was the author of Rev., and therefore not 
of John (Baur, etc.), is now urged anew, chiefly 
on the ground of external testimony, by B. W. 
Bacon (Introd. to NT, 1900); bur, though not 
impossible, it can never be so established as to be 
a weighty presupiK>sition for the solution of the 
problem of the Gospel. That the writer of Rev. 
need not have known Jesus, remains a strong in- 
dication that he did not know Him. 

In distinction from the Gospel, the Apocalypse 
can be historically interpreted and estimated with- 
out regard to the question of its author, i.e. of its 
final author ; but a book of this class cannot be 
understood at all apart from the stream of apoca- 
lyptical tradition out of which it comes, of which 
it is in large measure a product. Of its authorship 
nothing more than guesses can be given. With 
the nature of the book itself and the resulting 
method of its interpretation it is possible to deal 
more positively. 

Conclusion. — -The historical value of this book 
as a witness to early Christianity, and the temper 
and expectation with which it faced its long struggle 
against the world, cannot be over-estimated. The 
religious value of apocalypses in general lies not 
in their form or forecast, but in the religious faith 



that they express. The special religious worth of 
Rev. lies first of all in its Christianity and then ir. 
what results from this; in the fact that though 
chiefly apocalyptical it is partly prophetic in char- 
acter, that though largely dependent on tradition it 
is not wholly without the marks of a creative spirit 
(Bousset, p. 11). 'The book has its imperishable 
religious worth because of the energy of faith that 
finds expression in it, the splendid certainty of its 
conviction that God's cause remains always the 
best and is one with the cause of Jesus Christ; 
but it is unreasonable- to treat the detail of its 
phantasies as an authentic source for a history of 
the past or the future' (Julicher, p. 168). 

The form of the book is uncongenial to us ; but 
a fair historical judge will- not condemn it for its 
form, which the age supplied, and which served 
the age. We shall do best justice to the form if 
we regard it as practically poetical. The line 
which must be drawn for a true appreciation of 
our book is not the rough line between literal and 
figurative speech, but the far more delicate one 
between pictures consciously fashioned to express 
spiritual realities, and visions of persons and actions 
literally taken, but valued for the spiritual realities 
that lie behind them. This is an important dis- 
tinction, but does not involve a fundamental con- 
trast. Our author is a poet, whether consciously 
or not, since, whether taken as word-pictures or as 
actualities his visions were to him, as they are to 
us, symbols of spiritual realities, of Christian faiths 
and hopes. — But, apart from form, are the faiths 
and hopes of the book fully Christian ? It is hard 
not to judge the hatred of Rome and the desire for 
vengeance as in some measure a departure from 
Christ. The difference between His announcement 
of the fall of Jerusalem and this prediction of the 
fall of Rome is just the deeper-lying difference 
between prophecy and apocalypse. Christ would 
not allow the kingdom ot God to be put into con- 
trast and competition with the kingdom of Ctesar 
(Mk 12"" 17 ). St. Paul followed His contradiction 
of Judaism at this point (Ro 13 M , so 1 P 2 ,W7 ) ; but 
the writer of Rev. seems hardly to escape altogether 
the Jewish confusion of religion with politics. To 
use the money of the realm, or rather to engage 
in transactions involving papers which must be 
attested by the official stamp (xdpayna) of the 
emperor (Deissmann, Neue Bibelstudien, 1897, 
pp. 68-75), seemed to him the worship of the 
beast (13 17 ). With this goes also the absence of 
love, and with it again the absence of hope for 
men. The missionary spirit of Christianity is 
not here. Christians are to hold fast what they 
have, and the sinful world will be more sinful still 
until its speedy destruction. To the union of re- 
ligion with politics belonged, in the Jewish mind, 
the hope that the saints would in the end rule over 
the world (20 4 "*). Whether it is possible to regard 
this millennial reign as taken by our author from 
some Jewish source for its underlying idea, or 
whether we must regard him as adopting the reality 
with the form, through the influence of his attitude 
towards Rome, it is in either case impossible not to 
regret the iniluence of these verses upon Christian 
history. To this criticism, however, two things 
are to be said. One is that as events, especially 
the Exile, brought about the transition from pro- 
phecy to apocalypse in Judaism, so events put 
Christianity at this crisis in tiie attitude of self- 
defence against the threatened extinction of its faith 
at the hands of Rome. The other consideration is 
that it was not for its chiliastic hope, but in spite 
of it, that Rev. held its place in the Christian 
Canon ; and it has not been this that has given 
the book its power. 

It is the Christianity, not the Judaism, of the 
book that has made and kept for it a place in 
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Christian Scriptures. It aimed to put Christ at 
the centre of religious faith and hope. His words 
are the complete law of God, His testimony is the 
full contents and inspiration of prophecy. The 
Churches are under His eye, and responsible only 
to Him. He also opens the book of God's linal 
purposes for mankind. His birth, death, and re- 
surrection began that victory of good over evil, 
which His coming and reign will bring to a glori- 
ous completion, for His coming is the coining of 
God. The power and abiding worth of the book is 
in this splendid faith, against all appearances, in 
the kingship of Christ and God ; in the strong 
hope which maintained itself amid persecution and 
unto death ; and in the intensity of emotion through 
which the language, though both our ignorance 
and onr knowledge make it in part less impressive 
than it was at first, has still the power, and in 
many passages the unimpaired power, to stir in us 
an answering hope and faith. 

Litbratcrr. — The principal books in which a historical under- 
standing of Rev. has been furthered, and several of the im- 
portani articles and discussions regarding it, have been named 
in the course of this article. The text may be studied with the 
help of Weiss (Die Johan. Apoe. : Textkrit. Untersuehungen, 
1891), Gwvnn (The Apocalypse of St. John, 1897), and Gregory 
(Text-Kritik d. NT, 1900) ; the older critical view (contemporary- 
historical) in the Commentaries of Lucke, Bleek, and Ewald. In 
America, Stuart's Commentary (1845) defended this general 
method, with some 'church-historical ' features. Of recent critics 
the works of Vischer, Spitta, Gunkel, and Bousset are most de- 
serving of study. The Commentaries of Bousset (Meyer's Series, 
1890) and Holtzmann(2nd ed. 1893)are of the greatest value. See 
also the Introductions of Holtzmann, Julicher, Zahn, and Bacon ; 
also the Histories of the Apostolic Age by Weizsacker (ii. 18 ff. 
161-206), McGiffert, and Bartlet; the NT Theologies of Weiss, 
Beyschlag, Stevens, Holtzmann, Titius (Die neutest. Lehre von 
der Seligteit, iv. 1900), and artt. on Apoc. by Hamack in Bncyc 
Brit.* and Bousset in Encye. BM. Of other books bearing in an 
important way upon the understanding of Rev., reference may 
be made again to Gunkel, Schupfung und Chaos (1896); Bousset, 
Der Antichrist (1895, in English, The Antichrist Legend, 1896) ; 
Lueken, Michael (1898); Weinel, Wirkungen des Geistes, etc 

(1899)- Frank C. Porter, 

REYENGE, REVENGER.— See Avenge, and 

GOEL. 

REVEREND. — In earlier English there is no 
difference in meaning between ' reverend ' (from 
Lat. reverendus, pass. pU-p. of revereri to fear, re- 
vere) and reverent (through Old Fr. reverent). Only 
the form 1 reverend ' occurs in AV : Ps 111" Holy 
and reverend is his name' (tof> irfiji ernjj; LXX &yio* 
nal ipoficpbv, Vulg. sanctum et terribile), and 2 Mac 
15" ' Reverend in conversation ' (alS-fj/xoya. r^r dn-d*- 
rnatp, Vulg. verecundum visu, RV * reverend in 
bearing'). RV maintains the mod. distinction be- 
tween ' reverend ' = to be revered, and * reverent ' 
(as from act. ptcp.) = revering. It retains 'reverend' 
in Ps lll»and 2 Mac 15" and adds Ph 4 8 marg. (Gr. 
atfifos, RV ' honourable ') ; and it also introduces 
'reverent' into Tit 2 s 'reverent in demeanour' {iv 
KaraoriinaTi ifporpfxeis, A V ' in behaviour as be- 
cometh holiness'). The older versions that use 
the word always spell it 'reverent' (Bish. in Ps 
111 9 , Gen. and Dou. in 2 Mac 15"). 

J. Hastings. 
REYIYE. — In some of the examples of ' revive ' 
in AV it is evident that the meaning is literally to 
come Itack to life from the dead (or transitively to 
bring back to life). Thus 1 K l~' a ' The soul of the 
child came into him again, and he revived' ; 2 K 
13 M ' When the man was let down and touched the 
bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his 
feet ' ; Neh 4 s ' Will they revive the stones out of 
the heaps of the rubbish which are burned ? ' ; 
Ro 14* 'Christ both died, and rose, and revived.' 
And, even when this is not the meaning, the word 
carries greater force than it now bears to us. Thus 
Ro 7* 'When the commandment came, sin revived, 
und I died.' Cf. Erasmus, Commune Credc, 89, 'It 
is more probable by the deade to understonde those 



that have departed from theyr bodies afore the 
daye of judgemente (for as sone as they shall be 
revived and risen agayne, they shall be judged) ' ; 
Lk 15 34 Rhem. 1 This my Sonne was dead, and is 
revived ' ; and Shaks. / Henry VI. I. i. 18 — 

* Henry is dead, and never shall revive.' 

J Hastings 
REZEPH («)fi ; B'P<ty«t, B* 6 'Pd*es, A t> Pd0e0, 
2K 19"; BQ"* 'Pad*0, *Q* 'Pad«i, A Pd*«*, 
Is 37" ; Vulg. Roseph 2 K 19", Reseph Is 37").— 
Mentioned in the message of the Rabshakeh of 
Sennacherib to Hezekiah, when demanding the 
surrender of Jerusalem, with Gozan and Haran, 
and the children of Eden which were in Telossor. 
The district in which this town was situated be- 
longed, for several centuries, to Assyria, and its 
name occurs, as was to be expected, many times in 
the Assyrian records, generally under the form 
Rasappa (also Rasapa and Rasapi). The site is 
now represented by Rusufa, between Palmyra and 
the Euphrates, and is thought to be the '?no6.<pa of 
Ptolemy (v. 15). The earliest mention of the place 
in the Assyrian records is in the Eponym Canon, 
where we learn that Ninip- kibsi-usur was the 
prefect in B.C. 839. From B.c. 804 to 774, the prefect 
was Igi-guba-dres, or Ninip-eres, who, judging from 
the length of his term, and the fact that he was twice 
eponym, must have enjoyed the confidence of his 
superiors to an unusual degree. Other prefects 
mentioned as having held the office of eponym 
were Sin-sallim-anni in 747, and Bel-em ur-anni 
in B.C. 737. As all the above-named prefects of 
Rezeph have Assyrian names, it is very probable 
that they were, without exception, Assyrians. 
The tablet K 9921, however, mentions a governor 
(btl pihati) named Abda',* who seems to bear a 
native name, and probably held office at a later 
date than the eponyms whose names are given by 
the Assyrian Canon. The district was an important 
trade -centre in ancient times, as the tablets and 
lists from Nineveh show. 
Literature. — Delitcsch, Parodies, p. 297 ; 8chrader in Riehm, 

H wb, s.v., cot ii. il T. G. Pinches. 

REZIN (IT!). — No doubt the name was origin- 
ally spelled iis-i, i.e. Rezon or Razon. The LXX 
'PacOTife (in Kings, but in Isaiah 'Paetlw or 'Pavlw 
disputes the place) points to the o sound ; so does 

the Assyrian Ra-sun-nu and the Pesh. 

1. From 2 K 16 5 and Is 7 1 '* we learn that Rezin, 
king of Damascus, and Pekah, king of Israel, 
planned an attack on Judah. This was in the 
year B.C. 734. Damascus and Israel were vassal 
States, subject to the suzerainty of Assyria. In 
III Raw. 9, No. 3, Tiglath-pileser (see Winckler, 
Keilinsch. Textb. p. 17) enumerates the articles 

Said him in tribute by Ra-sun-nu of Damascus and 
[enabem of Samaria. The two tributaries were 
now anxious to throw off the yoke. Naturally 
they sought to enlist the aid of their neighbour 
Judah, which, for all that appears, was at this 
time nominally independent of the great king. 
Meeting with a refusal, the confederates moved 
forwards against Aliaz. We have no reliable in- 
formation as to the earlier events of the campaign. 
The assertion in 2 K 16 s that Rezin ' recovered 
Elath to Syria, and drove the Jews from Elath ; 
and the Syrians came to Elath and dwelt there 
unto this day,' is obviously an error. The Syrians 
had nothing to do with that district, which came 
rather within the sphere of Edom. The original 
on* (Edom) of the text has been corrupted into 
dim (Aram), anrm (Edoniites) into own (Aranis-an*, 
Syrians), and when once this was done the uacr- 
• Probably there should be a vowel at the end('.4Maw, or, 
perhaps, Abda'iy. CI tn^S and its variant npji'. 
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tion of the king's name, Rezin, easily followed. 
It should be noted that according to 2 Ch 28" the 
Edomites were actively hostile to Ahaz. All, 
then, that we really know of the beginning of the 
campaign is that the two kings, of whom Rezin 
was the more active and powerful, advanced with 
their troops against Jerusalem and besieged it. 
Isaiah endeavoured to allay the intense alarm which 
this caused amongst the citizens, but his efforts 
did not meet with much success. Ahaz, at all 
events, put more confidence in foreign intervention 
than in the prophet's assurance of Divine protec- 
tion. He ' took the silver and the gold that was 
found in the house of the Lord, and in the 
treasures of the king's house, and sent it for a 
present, 1 i.e. as tribute, to Tiglath-pileser, entreat* 
ing his immediate help. The Assyrian was only 
too delighted with the pretext for interference. 
His approach was the signal for the murder of 
Pekah by his own subjects (2 K 15 30 ), who then 
accepted the great king's nominee, Hoshea, as 
their sovereign : ' 1 took the land of Bit-Chumria 
[Beth-Omri] . . . the whole of its people. ' I carried 
away their possessions to Assyria. Pekah their 
king did they dethrone, and I set Hoshea to rule 
over them' (III Raw. 10, No. 2, in Winckler). 
Turning against Damascus, he encountered a more 
determined resistance. 2 K 16" states that he 
'took it, and carried the people of it captive to 
Kir, and slew Kezin.' Hut the Assyrian monarch 
himself informs us that the siege lasted more than a 
year. It ended in B.C. 732. Schrader (COT i. 257) 
says that Rawlinson found the slaying of Kezin 
mentioned on a block, which was unfortunately 
left behind in Asia and has since disappeared. 

Winckler (Alttest. Untemtch. pp. 74, 75) identifies 
'the son of Tabeel' (Is 7 6 ) with Kezin. He ex- 
plains Tabeel (T^b-El) as meaning ' El is wise,' and 
argues from the equivalent name Eliada (1 K ll a ) 
and from the Tab-Hmmon of 1 K 15 18 that such a 
name as 'J'&b-El was not uncommon amongst the 
kings of this dynasty. And since 'the son of 
Kemaliah' in Is 7 a means Pekah, he holds that 
'the son of Tab- El' in Is V means Kezin. Dam- 
ascus, too, l>eing the predominant partner, the 
chief profit of the expedition would fall to its king. 
The series of Damascene kings, therefore, accord- 
ing to him is as follows : — 



Circa 950 B.C. . 
From about 886-844 . 

From 844 to about 804 (?) 
8O4 0>-744(?) . . . 

743 O-? . . . . 

?-732 . . . . 



Rezon. 

Bir-'idri, the Ben-badad of 

the Bible. 
Haxaet. 

Mari-in the Bible, Ben- 

lindad. 
Tab- El. 
Rezin. 



But the identification on which this depends is 

£recarious. Obviously the periphrasis, 4 the son of 
lemaliah,' is intended to be contemptuous. It 
recalls the fact that Pekah was a usurper, entirely 
unconnected with the royal family. Probably, 
then, ' the son of TAb-El ' is also a scornful title, 
hurled at one who was a mere puppet in the hands 
of the two kings. If Tilb-El had been a king of 
Damascus, it would have been no derogation to 
Rezin's dignity to be entitled his son. 

2. In Ezr 2*=Neh 7* 'the children of Rezin' 
(l*rj •») are mentioned amongst the Nethinim. 
The LXX has viol 'Patrwr : the viol Aatff&r of 1 Es 5" 
is evidently a mere scribe's error, resulting from 
the common confusion of i and i. Guthe, in 
Kautzsch's Apokr., unhesitatingly restores the 
' Kezin ' in this passage. J. Taylor. 

REZON (pn 'prince'), son of Eliada, was one of 
the generals of that Hadadezer, king of Zobah, 
whom David overthrew (2 S S 3 "-). Falling into 
disfavour with his master, as David had done with 
Saul, he fled from him. A band of freebooters 



attached themselves to his standard ; and, begin- 
ning in this feeble fashion, he eventually became 
strong enough to seize Damascus, where he founded 
a dynasty. During his own lifetime he proved a 
thorn in the side of Solomon (1 K 11'*°), and the 
kings who traced their descent from him were 
amongst the most persistent and troublesome of 
Israel s adversaries. 

The question has been raised whether Rezon is 
the correct name. LXX A, it is true, supports that 
form with 'Pafiir ; but B has 'E<rpu>/A 1 K 1 V* a >), which 
apparently corresponds to p^n, to which also the 

Pesh. ^p3>CJl may point. Moreover, the jVm of 

1 K 15' 8 seems to occupy much the same position 
in the genealogy as the pn of 1 K 1 I s . Hence the 
conjecture that jnin (Hezron) should be substituted 
for the p>l {Rezon) and the jVin (Hezion) of these 
two passages respectively. On the other hand, it 
must be remembered that the Greek for fnm would 
most likely have been 'Efrxfyt rather than 'Eir. ; cf. 
'Af/ft? for jvm and 'Pao-dv for pr». The three kings, 
Hezron (our Rezon), Tab-rimmon, and Ben-hadad, 
must also have enjoyed very long reigns if they 
occupied the entire interval from David to Asa. 
In the absence, therefore, of absolutely conclusive 
evidence, we are not at liberty to alter the form of 
the name or to assume the identity of Rezon and 
Hezion. 

The integrity of the text and the reliableness of 
the statements in 1 K 1 1-*-'*, the only passage where 
this prince is named, are also disputed. Internal 
evidence, coupled with the fact that LXX (B, Luc.) 
omit the words, proves that ' when David slew them 
of Zobah ' is no part of the original text. Kittel 
(Hist, of the Hebrews, ii. 53) points out that even 
in the MT it looks as though w. z> '' Jt * had been in- 
terpolated between v. M and v. 286 , and tliat in the 
LXX (B, Luc.) the whole episode is connected with 
v. 14 . But the connexion with v. 14 is as unsuitable 
as that with v. a . In either case it interrupts the 
Hadad narrative, and gives the impression of a 

floss. This, however, is not to say that it is un- 
istorical. J. Taylor. 

RHEGIUM ('Prfriov), the modern Reggio, was an 
important and ancient Greek colony near the 
south-western extremity of Italy, and close to the 
narrowest point of the straits separating that 
country from Sicily, opposite Messana (Messina) 
and about 6 to 7 miles distant from it. It was 
a much more important place in the ancient 
system of coasting navigation than it in in modern 
times. The whirlpool of Chary Wis near Messana, 
and the rock of Scylla some miles from Rhegium 
round the promontory north of the town, were 
reckoned much more dangerous then ; and ships 
had often to lie at Rhegium waiting for a suitable 
wind, and avoiding the currents which in certain 
circumstances run very strong in the straits. 
Hence the Dioscuri, the patrons and protectors of 
sailors, were much worshipped at Rhegium, and are 
represented on its coins : the mariners of the ships 
that put in at Rhegium would often make or dis- 
charge their vows to the ' Twin Gods ' in the town. 

Rhegium occupied not merely an important but 
also a dangerous and exposed situation. A great 
city in the 6th and 5th cents. B.C., it was totally 
destroyed, and its inhabitants sold as slaves, by 
Dionysius of Syracuse in 387. Again in 280-270 
it was destroyed. Campanian troops, received as 
a garrison into the city, murdered the male popu- 
lation and made themselves masters of the place, 
till they were captured and exterminated by a 
Roman army, and the town was given buck to the 
scanty remnant of its former population. Hence- 
forth it was in alliance with Rome as a civitas 
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fasderata. After this it is mentioned only inciden- 
tally amid the Roman wars. It narrowly escaped 
the forfeiture of its territory to the soldiers of the 
triumvirs after the battle of Philippi, being spared 
by Augustus probably from a desire to Keep at 
this important harbour a population accustomed to 
navigation and friendly to himself ; and in the 
Sicilian War (B.C. 38-36) it rendered good service 
both to his fleet and his army, and was rewarded 
with the title of Julium Rhegiuni and an increase 
of population (with other accompanying advan- 
tages). Strabo mentions it as a flourishing town 
about A.D. 20. It presented a curious mixture of 
Greek and Roman population and life, shown in its 
mixed Greek and Latin inscriptions. It was the 
terminus of one of the great Roman roads, a branch 
of the Appian Way, diverging^ from it at Capua, 
built probably by the pnetor Popilius in B.C. 134 
and called Via Popilia. The actual point of cross- 
ing to Sicily was at the Columna or Statua, 6 miles 
or more north of Rhegium. 

The ship in which St. Paul sailed from Malta to 
Puteoli, the ' Dioscuri ' * (a name of good omen), 
lay for a day in the harbour of Rhegium, waiting 
till a south wind arose, which carried it to Puteoli 
on the morrow after it sailed {Sevrepaioi). Probably 
some of the sailors on the ' Dioscuri ' took the 
opportunity of thanking the Twin Gods in the 
city for their successful voyage at that early 
season of the year, and praying for equal luck to 
their destination. The manoeuvre by which the 
ship reached' Rhegium seems quite clear ; and yet 
has caused much trouble and variety of opinion. 
The ship must have had a favourable wind from 
Malta, otherwise it would not have attempted the 
crossing over the open sea so early in the year. 
This wind carried it to Syracuse, but there it had 
to lie for three days, which proves that the wind 
nad shifted and was then against it. It then sailed 
to Rhegium ; and, as it had to wait in Rhegium 
till a south wind set in, the wind with which it 
reached Rhegium cannot have been south. The 
expression xepuXO&res, which Luke uses, shows that 
the wind was so far unfavourable that the ship 
could not run a straight course (eidvbpontlv, Ac 16" 
21 1 ), but had to tack, running out north-eastwards 
towards Italy and then back to the Sicilian coast. 
This is the explanation of a practical yachtsman, 
James Smith, in his Voyage and Shipwreck of St. 
Paul. The explanation of trepieXdjvres as 'sailing 
round the Sicilian coast' seems certainly wrong. 
The reading irepieXiiret in K* B seems to be a 
corruption, accepted through failure to understand 
the true text ; it can hardly be rendered * weighing 
anchor' (which is the suggested rendering), for in 
Ac 27 40 it has an accusative following it in that 
sense, as Blass points out ; moreover, it is of great 
consequence in Ac 21 40 to give that information 
(see Smith, op. cit., on the passage), but here it is 
unnecessary. W. M. Ramsay. 

RHEIMS YERSION.-See Versions. 

RHE8A fPijffd).— A son of Zerubbabel, Lk 3*. 

RHODA (P6Sv).— The name means « Rose.' When 
St. Peter was miraculously released from prison 
he went to the house of Mary the mother of Mark. 
A damsel (tcuSjo-kij) of the name of Rhoda came to 
the door, but opened not the gate for gladness, and 
ran in and told how Peter stood before the gate. 

* Luke saw or heard the ship (a Roman imperial vessel) called 
Dy its Latin name partuemo Ge minis or Cantoribut (compare 
the inscription OIL iii. No. 8, nartin panuemo Itopharid, i.e. 
whose sign was the Pharian Isis) in the Greek translation 
*««*r»,,u<D AitrxtCpen (where the dative represents the Latin 
ablat. absol., as in comxde Cicerone, brirm KiKtf*>i); and the 
formula remains in his text to puzzle those commentators who 
study only literary Greek and neglect technical language. 



She was accused of being mad, but persisted in her 
statement (Ac 12 13-1B ). Nothing further is known 
of her. The name is fairly common both in litera- 
ture and inscriptions, and was often given to slave 
girls. A. C. Headlam. 

RHODES (TWbt) ranks among the most brilliant 
of the many brilliant cities of ancient Greece. The 
city was founded in B.C. 408, at the extreme north- 
eastern point of the island of Rhodes, when the 
three ancient cities, Lindus, Cnmirus, and Ialysus, 
were concentrated in the new foundation. It 
enjoyed an admirable situation and a splendid 
climate. The commercial aptitude of the popula- 
tion knew how to use its advantages by wise laws 
and just dealings with their competitors and allies 
in the trade of the eastern Mediterranean. Rhodes 
was at its highest pitch of power in the 2nd cent. 
B.C., having been made mistress of great part of 
Caria and Lycia in the settlement of 189, after the 
defeat and expulsion from Asia Minor of Antiochus 
and the Seleucid power. The city was, however, 
too powerful to suit the Roman policy. In B.C. 166 
the Carian and Lycian cities were declared inde- 
pendent by Rome ; and another blow was struck 
at Rhodian commercial supremacy by making 
Delos a free port in the same year. The result 
of these disasters is to be observed in the diminu- 
tion and alteration of Rhodian coinage about that 
time. But Rhodes continued to maintain its 
commerce. It was relieved of Delian competition 
by the great massacre of the Romans in Delos by 
Mithridates in B.C. 87; and by continuing loyal to 
Rome in that critical time, when almost every 
other Greek city joined Mithridates, it recovered 
favour and was permitted to regain part of its 
Carian possessions. In the Roman civil wars 
Rhodes from B.C. 47 to 43 supported the cause of 
Caesar, and suffered severely in consequence. C. 
Cassius captured the city in 43, and exacted 4500 
talents from its people; and another Cassius in 
42 burned all the Rhodian ships except thirty, 
which he manned with crews of his own and took 
away. Rhodes henceforth was a city devoid of 
real power ; and it sank practically into a common 
provincial town of the Roman empire, though it 
ranked as a free city under the early emperors 
(except for a short time under Claudius, who took 
away its freedom and afterwards restored it again). 
Yet Strabo mentions (p. 652) that it was the most 
splendid city known to him in respect of harbours, 
streets, walls, and other equipment. Such was 
its condition in the time of St. Paul. Shortly 
afterwards Vespasian made it a part of the pro- 
vince Lycia. 

Rhodes is mentioned in the NT only as a point 
where St. Paul touched on his voyage from Troas 
to Ca>sarea, Ac 2 P. The route along the coast 
between the ports of the province Asia on the one 
side and those of Syria or Egypt on the other, was 
probably the most frequented seaway in the whole 
of the Mediterranean. The voyage was marked by 
a number of stopping-points, — Cos, Patara, etc., — 
where the ordinary ships engaged in the trade 
called as a matter of course ; and these are men- 
tioned in Ac 20 and 21, with the exception of 
Myra (which is given in the Western Text only). 
Rhodes was one of them ; and the ship on which 
St. Paul and the whole body of delegates were 
sailing touched there between Cos and Patara. 
This is all in the customary form. Hundreds of ' 
ships did the same every year. An excellent 
illustration is supplied by the voyage of Herod, 
about B.C. 14, from Palestine by Rhodes, Cos, 
Chios, and Mitylene, to Byzantium and Siuope 
(see .Jos. Ant. XVI. ii. 2). 

Rhodes was also, beyond all doubt, one of the 
ports of call on the voyage from Alexandria to 
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Puteoli or to Ostia. It is, indeed, not mentioned 
in the voyages of that class described under 
Mvra, but none of those narratives gives a list 
of harbours, and we may assume with confidence 
that in each case Rhodes was a port where the 
ship called (unless in exceptional circumstances). 
That is proved by the voyage of Vespasian from 
Alexandria to Rome in A.D. 70, which was by way 
of the Lycian coast and Rhodes, as is seen by 
comparing Dion Cassius, lxvi. 8, with Zonaras, 
xi. 17, and Jos. BJ VII. ii. 1. The voyage of Herod 
the Great in R.C. 40 from Alexandria to Rome by 
Pamphylia and Rhodes is also a good illustration.* 
Herou evidently passed east and north of Cyprus, 
like the ship in Ac 27 14 ; but it was the stormy 
season, and the over-sea voyage, common in the 
summer season, could not then be risked : see 
Myra, where these two voyages may be added to 
the* examples quoted. 

Rhodes is also mentioned in 1 Mac 15 n among 
the States to which the Romans sent letters on 
behalf of the Jews about B.C. 138 (see I'HASELIS, 
LYCIA, Dklos, etc.). Only self-governing free 
States were thus addressed ; and Rhodes, as almost 
the greatest maritime State of the eastern Medi- 
terranean, was of course included. The ships 
carrying Jews from the west and from the /Egean 
coasts and cities to and from Jerusalem, for the 
Passover, would all, as we have seen, call in 
ordinary course at Rhodes. Such ships are implied 
in Ac 18 18 ~ sa 20 s . It may be taken as practically 
certain that in a great commenrial centre like 
Rhodes there would be Jews resident ; but hardly 
any memorial of them has l>een preserved. 

In Ezk 27 18 the Septuagint reads ' Sons of the 
Rhodians were thy merchants ' ; where AV and 
RV have 'The men of Dedan were thy merchants' 
(traffickers, RV). There can be little doubt that 
the Septuagint text in this passage is a change 
made by translators in the 3rd cent. B.C., who had 
no knowledge of the desert carrier tribe Dedan, 
but were familiar with the Rhodians as the greatest 
merchants of their time in the Le\ - ant (see Dedan). 
In Gn 10* and in 1 Ch l 7 , also, the Septungint text 
has 'Rhodians' ('P68«oO as the fourth of the sons 
of Javan ; but RV, following the Hebrew text, 
has Dodanim in the former place and Rodanim in 
the latter (AV Dodanim in loth places). Among 
the sons of Javan, Rhodes, which was inhabited by 
(irecks (though by Dorians, not Ionians; see 
Dodanim), would be quite suitable ; and the 
Septuagint text is accepted by most moderns in 
those two places. 

The island of Rhodes is about 43 miles long from 
N.E. to S.W. by 20 miles where the breadth is 
greatest ; its nearest point is about 12 miles from 
the mainland. The famous colossus was a statue 
of the sun-god, 105 feet in height, which stood at 
the harbour entrance. It was erected to com- 
memorate the success of the Rhodians in with- 
standing the siege by Demetrius Poliorcetes in 
B.C. 280 ; but it fell during an earthquake in 224, 
and the fragments remained lying, shown as a 
curiosity till A.D. 672, when the Arab general who 
conquered Rhodes is said to have sold them to a 
Jew of Emesa. The island was soon afterwards 
reconquered by the Byzantine arms, and remained 
in Christian hands for many centuries. The most 
interesting and glorious period of Rbodian history 
in many respects began in 1310, when the Knights 
of St. John of Jerusalem took the city from the 
Byzantine empire, and founded a State, including 
several of the neighljouring small islands and some 
towns on the mainland, especially Halicarnassus 
and Smyrna (the latter being taken in 1345, and 
held till 1403). The Knights of Rhodes were en- 
gaged in ceaseless warfare with the Turks. The 
• Job. Ant. xiv. xlv. tf.BJl. xiv. 3. 



city, which was very strongly fortified by the 
Knights, was besieged unsuccessfully in 1440, 1444, 
and 1480 ; but at last, in 1522, the Knights sur- 
rendered on honourable terms to Sultan Suleiman, 
and retired to Crete, then to Sicily, and finally to 
Malta. The modern town of Rhodes is full of 
memorials of the time of the Knights, and con- 
tains hardly any apparent traces of its older 
history. Its harbours nave been allowed to become 
choked with sand, and its trade is quite insignifi- 
cant. W. M. Ramsay. 

RH0D0CD8 (PoSoxot). — A Jew who betrayed the 
secrets of his countrymen to Antiochus Eupatoi. 
He was detected and imprisoned, 2 Mac 13*'. 

RIBAI C3-! ; LXX in 2 S 'P«£d, in 1 Ch B'Pf/W, 
A 'PyPal, K 'Papttal).— The father of Ittni (1 Ch 
Ithai) the Beniamite, one of David's thirty heroes 
(2 S 23 s " =1 Ch IP'). 

RIBLAH.— 1. (nftn, once, Jer 52 10 , trfan ■ LXX 
2 K 25- 1 'PtfiXadd, elsewhere Ae/9Xa0d, and other 
corrupt forms). — The name of a place in the ' land 
of Hamath,' now Itihleh, in the Beka'a, or broad 
vale between the two ranges of Lebanon and 
Hermon, on the right bank of the Orontes, about 
100 miles N.N.E. of Dan, 65 miles N. of Damascus, 
and 50 miles S.S.W. of Hamath (which see). It 
was at Riblah that Pharaoh -necoh, three months 
after his defeat of Josiah at Megiddo (B.C. 608), 
in some way obtained the presence of his successor, 
Jelioahaz, and threw him into chains that he might 
no longer reign in Jerusalem (2 K 23°). Riblah 
is also mentioned as the place which, at the close 
of the siege of Jerusalem (B.C. 586), was Nebuchad- 
nezzar's headquarters, and to which Zedekiah, 
and other prisoners taken out of the captured 
city, were brought for punishment (2 K 25"?-- 
Jer39 5 - 8 = Jer52 l5 '-; 2 K 25*- *' = Jer 52 M - '-"'). Riblah 
is now nothing more than a 'miserable' village 
of 40-50 houses (Uob. BRP iii. 543) ; but Robinson 
(ib. p. 545) points out how, from its situation, on 
the banks of a mountain stream, and in the middle 
of a vast and fertile plain, and also on the great 
road leading from Egypt and Palestine to Babylon, 
it was a suitable resting-place, whether for the 
army of Necoh, who had designs on Babylon, or 
for Nebueh., while watching the operations that 
were taking place in Judah. See, further, on the 
modern Ribleh, Sacbau, Reisc in Syrien (1883), 
55-57. ' Kiblah ' is likewise read by most modern 
scholars (Ges., E\\\, Smend, Cornill, etc.), with 
4 MSS, in Ezk 0" for ' Diblath ' (ngfti tm) : ' I 
will make the land desolate from the wilderness 
(on the S. of Judah) to Riblah (in the far North),' 
the expression being regarded as a designation of 
the whole extent of Palestine, to its ideal limits, 
and Riblah being perhaps mentioned instead of 
the usual 'entering in of Hamath' (Nu 34 s , 2 K 
14 a , Am 6", Ezk 47 s10 al), on account of its having 
become prominent at the time (B.C. 592 — see Ezk 
I 2 ). If the ' approach to Hamath ' is rightly placed 
at the N. end of the broad vale between Lebanon 
and Anti-Libanus, where, as the traveller from the 
S. approaches Riblah, he finds himself entering a 
new district, and sees the country towards Hamath 
open out before him (see esp. van de Velde, Narra- 
tive, 1854, ii. 470; and cf. Rob. BRP iii. 568; 
Moore, Judges, 80, 82 ; also Jos 13 5 ,* Jg 3 3 ), this 
reading will be quite natural. Other scholars, 
however, doubt whether the Isr. territory can ever 
have been regarded as extending as far as the N. 

* Which implies that the ' approach to Hamath ' was at some 
distance from a place at the foot of Mount Hermon. The 
opinion (Rob. iii. 560 ; Hamath, vol. ii. p. 290») that the expres- 
sion denoted the approach to Hamath, not from the S., but from 
the Wett, is hardly probable (cf. Keil on Nu 34"). 
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end of Lebanon, and think the 'approach to 
Hamath ' must be supposed to have denoted, 
somewhat vaguely, a more S. part of the vale of 
Ccele-Syria (Keil and Dillm. on Nn 34 8 ; Buhl, 
Geogr. 66, 1 10 ; notice Rebob in Nu 13") : in this 
case Riblah is certainly a more N. point than would 
be expected ; on the other hand, if the reading 
be not adopted, Diblath (RV 'Diblah') must be 
the name of a place otherwise unknown, which is 
hardly likely in such a connexion. 

2. Nu 34" (n?3-n, with the art. : LXX ivb 
2c*4>atMp B17X0 for -V??"!? c$fc). One of the places 
mentioned on the (in parts) obscurely-delined ideal 
borders of the promised land, Nu 34 1 " 18 . It is 
described as being on the E. border, somewhere 
between Hazar-'enan— which (Ezk 47" 48 1 ) was on 
the 'border' of the territory of Damascus, and 
was to be (Nu 34 9 - 10 ) at the N.E. corner of Israel's 
territory — and the Sea of Chinnereth [i.e. the Sea 
of Galilee). There is difficulty in determining the 
site ; for the places mentioned on the N. border of 
Israel, in both Nu 34 7 " 9 and Ezk 47"-", are very 
uncertain ; and while some scholars (Robinson, 
Knob., Conder) think that this border may be 
drawn (approximately) across the N. extremity of 
Lebanon (Hazar-'enftn being then situated at one 
of the sources of the Orontes — either [Keil] the 
spring of Lebweh, 22 m. S.W. of Riblah 1 [Rob. 
in. 532], or [Conder, Heth and Moab 3 , 8, 11 f.]'Ain 
el-'Asy, 11 m. S.W". of Riblah 1), others (Buhl, 66 f.; 
cf. Riblah 1) consider this to be too far N., and 
think that it should be drawn across the S. ex- 
tremity of Lebanon (Hazar-'en&n being then either 
Bftnias itself, or el-Hadr, 9 m. E. of it).* The 
Riblah of Nu 34 u is, however, some place between 
Hazar-'en&n and the Sea of Galilee ; so that upon 
none of these suppositions can it be identical with 
Riblah 1 (which is to the N. even of 'Ain el-'Asy). 
No Riblah in a suitable situation seems at present 
to be known. The suggestion (Wetzst.; see Dillm.) 
to read (after LXX) 'to Harbel' (n^j-vt) for 'to 
Riblah,' and to identify Harbel with Harmel (or 
Hormiil), a place about 8 miles S.W. of Riblah 
(see Sachau's map, or the one in Bad., Route 31), 
does not really lessen the difficulty of the verse. 

S. R. Driver. 

RICHE8.-See WEALTH. 

RID. — The original meaning of ' rid ' is to rescue 
(Anglo-Sax. hreddan, cf. Dutch redden and Germ. 
retten), and this is its meaning in five of its six AV 
occurrences (Gn 37* 2 , Ex 6 8 , Lv 26 8 , Ps 82* 144 7 - »). 
Cf. Gn 37 a Tind. « When Reuben herde that, he went 
aboute to ryd him out of their handes and s&yde, let 
us not kyll him ' ; Tind. Expos. 77, ' Because we be 
ever in such peril and cumbrance that we cannot 
rid ourselves out, we must daily and hourly cry to 
God for aid and succour ' ; Jer 15 21 Cov. ' And I 
will ryd the out of the hondes of the wicked, and 
delyver the out of the honde of Tirauntes.' In 
the remaining passage the meaning is clear out, 
drive out, Lv 26" * I will rid evil beasts out of the 
land ' (RV ' cause evil beasts to cease out of the 
land '), which is the modern meaning. The process 
by which the word thus practically reversed its 
meaning (from rescue to destroy) may be illustrated 
from Spenser, FQ I. i. 36 — 

' Unto their lodgings then his guestes lie riddes,' 

where the meaning is neutral, removes. Cf. also 
Lv 14 s * Cov. ; The preast shall commaunde them 
to ryd all thinge out of the housse,' and Udall, 
Erasmus' Paraph, i. 52, «W T ith these men the 
Pharisees consulted by what meanes they might 
ridde Jesus out of the wayo.' J. Hastings. 

• Dillm. and Keil adopt intermediate views. Dillm. (p. 213) 
would not draw it N. of the present road from BerClt to 
Damascus ; Keil takes it as far N. as Lebweh. 



RIDDLE (.-rvn, from root -nn [Oxf. Heb. Lex. 

compares Arab. 'decline, turn aside, avoid,' 
hence perhaps riddle as indirect, obscure] ; verb 
denoin. nn 'to propose an enigma'; irj'n -nn 'to 
put forth a riddle,' Ezk 17 2 : LXX atviy/M, irpjfiXiifta. ; 
Vulg. enigma, problema, propositio) is closely re- 
lated in the OT to the PROVERB (Vjfcp), which for 
the most part is represented in the LXX by xapa- 
/3o\t) — parable. It has been suggested, indeed 
(Oort in Cheyne's Job and Solomon, p. 127), that 
some of the proverbs were originally current 
among the people as riddles, such as ' What is 
worse than meeting a bear ? Meeting a fool in his 
folly ' (Pr 17 ,s ) ; ' What is sweet at lirst, and then 
like gravel in the mouth? Bread of falsehood' 
(Pr 20 17 ). Like the proverb or the parable or the 
allegory, the riddle served a more serious and 
didactic purpose than we usually associate With 
the word. The didactic usage is found throughout 
tbe whole of the OT. It is seen in Nu 12 s , where 
Jehovah chides Aaron and Miriam for their op- 
position to Moses, and says to the honour of the 
great Lawgiver, ' Mouth to mouth speak I to him, 

flainly and not in riddles ' (nrrqi). In Ps 49* the 
salmist says, ' I will incline mine ear to a parable 
(^9^) : I will propound my riddle (7>yn) upon the 
harp,' and the subject of the psalm — the transi- 
toriness of godless prosperity ana the blessedness of 
a hope in God— justifies his application of the words. 
In Ps 78 s the same didactic purpose is manifest. 
The Psalmist proposes to set forth the early his- 
tory of Israel in parable and riddle for the instruc- 
tion of his own age and time : ' I will open my 
mouth in a parable ("?yp?) : I will \Uter riddles 
(nVrn) from the olden time.' This parabolic use of 
the bistory of Israel by the Psalmist is taken by 
the evangelist (Mt 13 84 - M ) as justifying the em- 

Eloyment of parables by Jesus to set forth the 
ingdom of heaven : ' All these things spake Jesus 
in parables to the multitudes, that the word might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet say- 
ing, " I will open my mouth in parables : I will 
declare things hidden from the foundation of the 
world," ' which last words are a variation from the 
LXX 'riddles from the beginning' {wpopx-finara 
da-' ipxv*)- This didactic purpose attributed to 
the riddle is well illustrated in Pr l 8 by its associa- 
tion With words of like purport : ' To understand a 
parable (V?). and an obscure saying (•Ty'Sp), the 
sayings (cny?) of the wise and their riddles (nrn).' 
In the W'isdom books of the Apocrypha it is per- 
haps natural to find examples of the didactic 
usage. In Wis 8 8 it is said in praise of Wisdom : 
1 She understandeth subtleties of speeches and 
interpretations of riddles ' {arpoipiLs Xoywv Kal Xifcrett 
almyp&Tuv) ; in Sir 39 2, 3 it is said of the man who 
meditates in the law of the Most High, ' He will 
keep the discourse of the men of renown, and will 
enter in amid the subtleties of parables (iv crpoifKut 
jrapa/SoXwf). He will seek out the hidden meaning 
of proverbs (iirbKpv<pa rapotntQv), and be conversant 
in the riddles of parables' {iv alvty/iaai x-apct/SoXwr), 
these last words being inverted in 47 IB , where 
Solomon is apostrophized as filling the earth with 
' parables of riddles ' (iv vapafioXais alvtyti&ruv). 
The association of the riddle with the parable is 
found in Ezk 17 s , where the prophet is commanded 
' to put forth a riddle (nyri nn), and utter a parable ' 
( too, LXX Topa/SoXiJv),— the saying being called 
a riddle because it requires interpretation, and a 
parable because of the comparison it contains of 
the kings of Babylon and Egypt to two great 
eagles, and of their treatment of Israel to the 
cropping of the cedar of Lebanon. There are still 
two occurrences of the word ' riddle ' in the Pro- 

Shets, where it is not so easy to say whether the 
idactic or the more special usage is exemplified. 
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In Dn 8 s the king of fierce countenance that is to 
arise, by whom Antiochus Epiphanes is meant, is 
credited with the gift of 1 understanding riddles ' 
(nrvrt pre) ; and in Hab 2* the prophet, speaking of 
the proud and ambitious man who seeks to make 
nations and peoples his own, asks, ' Shall not all 
these take up a parable (779), and an obscure 
saying (.ty^O), riddles (rivn), against him ?' 

The riddle in the more special sense of a puzzle 
to sharpen the wits, or a paradoxical question 
to stimulate interest, is found in the OT, and 
bulks largely in the Talmud and later Jewish 
literature. With riddles the Jews have been wont 
from an early period in their history to display 
their intellectual ingenuity, or test the wisdom of 
the learned, or entertain festive occasions and 
hours of leisure. Deutsch {Literary Remains, 
p. 47), speaking of the Haggadah of the Talmud, 
refers to the Pilgrim's Progress, and says that 
Bunyan in his account of his own book unknow- 
ingly describes the Haggadah as accurately as 



' Would'st thou divert thyself from melancholy? 
Would'st ihou be pleasant, yet be far from folly ? 
Would'st thou read riddle* and their explanation? 
Or elite be drowned in contemplation ? 

O then come hither 

And lay this book, thy head and heart together.* 

The riddle is not, however, confined to Jewish 
literature. The riddle of the Sphinx is familiar 
from classical antiquity. It was a riddle that 
Tarquin the Proud acted when by striking off" with 
a staff the heads of the tallest poppies in his 
garden he gave Sextus the hint to put out of the 
way the chief citizens of captured Gabii. The 
riddle as an amusement at feasts and on convivial 
occasions among the Greeks and Romans is men- 
tioned in the pages of Athenseus and Aulus Gellius. 
(Sec Bochart, Hierozoicon, iii. 384). 

It was at his wedding feast that Samson pro- 
posed the terms of his famous riddle (Jg 14). He 
gave his Philistine friends seven days to find it out, 
promising if they should be successful thirty fine 
linen wrappers and thirty gala dressestv. 11 ; Moore's 
Commentary, p. 335), and requiring from them the 
same if they should be unsuccessful. They accepted 
the terms, and Samson propounded his riddle— 
• Out of the eater came something to eat, and out 
of the strong came something sweet ? ' How far a 
riddle was fair, the solution of which required a 
knowledge of incidents so special as Samson's 
encounter with the lion and its sequel, need not 
be discussed. Their deceit and the treachery of 
his wife put the Philistines in possession of the 
secret. ' What,' they asked, * is sweeter than honey, 
and what is stronger than a lion?' At once he 
saw he had been duped, and in a satirical vein he 
exclaimed, employing still the language of riddles : 
' If ye had not ploughed with my heifer, ye had 
not found out my riddle.' 

Solomon with his high repute for wisdom in 
other things is credited also with skill in the 
solution of riddles. The Queen of Sheba on her 
visit to Jerusalem proved him with riddles ( 1 K 10 1 
=2 Ch 9 1 ). And Solomon ' told her all her ques- 
tions, there was not anything hid from the king 
which he told her not' (1 K 10 s = 2 Ch 9 s ). 
Josephus tells a similar tale of Hiram king of Tyre. 
Solomon and Hiram were on the most friendly 
terms. 'What cemented the friendship between 
them,' says Jos. (Ant. vm. v. 3), 'was the passion 
both had for wisdom ; for they sent riddles (trpo- 
pXjuara) to one another, with a desire to have 
them solved ; and in these Solomon was superior to 
Hiram, as he was wiser in all other respects.' In 
another passage of his writings the Jewish his- 
torian (c. Apion. i. 18. 17). records the testimony 
of Dius the historian of the Phoenicians, who says 



that Solomon when he was king at Jerusalem 
sent riddles (aiflynara) for Hiram to guess, and 
desired that he would send others back for him to 
find out, the condition being that he who failed 
should pay a fine to him who was successful. And 
as Hiram was unsuccessful, he had a large amount 
to pay. At length he found a man of Tyre, 
Abdemon by name, who was able to guess the 
riddles proposed by Solomon, and himself pro- 
pounded others which Solomon could not solve, 
thus recovering for his sovereign the money he 
had lost. None of these riddles have survived, 
and therefore we have no means of estimating 
their character as hard questions. 

There are to be found, however, in the Proverbs 
bearing the name of Solomon, sayings that appear 
to be of the nature of riddles. The riddle of the 
insatiable things is one of these ( Pr 3U 13 - '«). * The 
horse-leech (but see art. Horse leech) hath two 
daughters, crying, Give, give. There are three 
things that are never satisfied, yea, four things 
say not, It is enough.' What are these ? And the 
answer is, ' The grave, and the barren womb, the 
earth that is not filled with water, and the fire 
that saith not, It is enough.' This is followed 
by the riddles of the four mysterious things (Pr 
30' 8 ""), of the four intolerable things (Pr 3U 2, :a ), 
of the four little wise things (30 a *"" i8 ), and of the 
four stately things (30 a '" 31 ). Riddle and inter- 
pretation alike exhibit precise observation of 
nature, and convey at the same time moral in- 
struction. 

To the riddles of the OT fall, perhaps, to be 
added the words of the mysterious writing on the 
wall on the night of Belshazzar's feast (Dn S a -' M ), 
Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upharsin (which see). 
The inscription is to be read according to recent 
authorities, ' A mina, a mina, a shekel and half 
minas.' Vv. 38 -* 8 , says Bevan (The Book of Daniel, 
p. 106), are plays upon the words of the inscrip- 
tion ; in v. 28 the play is a double one. Vint* — 
God hath numbered thy kingdom and finished it. 
Shekel — thou hast been weighed in the balance and 
hast been found wanting. Half mina — thy king- 
dom hath been divided and given to the Medes and 
Persians. 

The parable is one of the unique features of the 
teaching of Christ (xopo/3oXi) in the Synoptists ; 
irapotfda in St. John), but the riddle, except in so 
far as the evangelist Matthew justifies instruction 
by parables with a reference to Ps 78 a , is not 
expressly mentioned. Only once in the NT is the 
riddle expressly named, and in that instance (1 Co 
13 ia ) the mention of it is obscured in EV. The 
meaning is—' Now we see through a glass, in a 
riddle' (i» alvlyfian), in contrast to the direct vision 
of spiritual realities, ' face to face.' In the Revela- 
tion of St. John there is a riddle which remains an 
enjgma in spite of all attempts to solve it : ' He 
that hath understanding let him count the number 
of the beast ; for it is the number of a man, and 
his number is six hundred and sixty and six.' 
Following the method known among the Jews as 
Gemutria, by which a number is obtained from the 
numerical values of the letters of a name, it has 
been found that the Hebrew transliteration of 
Neron Cesar yields a total of 666. Although 
adopted by many modern interpreters, this solu- 
tion of the riddle has not attained general accept- 
ance any more than others which have been pro- 
posed from a much earlier time (see Bengel, 
Gnomon, p. 1095 fi'. ; Milligan, Baird Lectures on 
The Revelation of St. John, p. 321 ff., and art. 
Revelation [Book of] above, p. 258). In the 
Talmud and Rabbinical literature there is no lack 
of riddles. In fact the Jews exhibit a curiosa 
felicitas in this department which is unique. ' A 
large number of famous sayings,' says Abrahams 
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(Jewish Life in the Middle Ages, pp. 386, 387), 
' are put in the form of riddles. Who is mighty ? 
Who is a fool ? Who is happy ! A whole claee of 
popular phrases in the Talmud and Midrash are 
nothing more nor less than folk -riddles, the chief 
exponents heing women and children ; hut distin- 
guished Rabbis also utilized this language of 
wisdom. _ Ethical works of the Middle Ages 
abound in philosophical riddles. Riddles found 
their way into the prayer-book for the Passover 
Eve. It goes without saving, therefore, that 
many Hebrew riddles of the Middle Ages were 
serious intellectual exercises.' To keep up atten- 
tion and to stimulate interest while the intricate 
subtleties of the law are being expounded, such an 
assertion as this would be announced — ' There was 
a woman in Egypt who brought forth at one birth 
"six hundred thousand men."' The interpreta- 
tion follows : the woman was Jochebed, the 
mother of Moses, who was himself equal to the 
whole armed host of Israel who came out of Egypt. 
Talmudic lore records a story of Rabbi Jeliuda, 
sage and saint, akin td that related of Tarquin the 
Proud. The emperor Antoninus Pius sent him a 
message to say the imperial exchequer was empty : 
how could it be replenished ? The Rabbi took the 
messenger into the garden and tore up the big 
radishes and planted young ones in their place. 
He did the same with the turnips and the lettuces. 
The emperor understood the hint ; he dismissed 
the old officials and put new in their place. Many 
of the riddles that thus delighted the Jewish 
fancy seem trivial enough. For example i * The 
fish is roasted with his brother, is placed in his 
father, is eaten with his son, and thereafter is 
helped down with his father,' where his ' brother ' 
is the salt which comes like himself from the sea, 
his ' father' is the water from which he is taken, 
and his 'son' the sauce in which he is served! 
Riddles whose solution depends upon the numerical 
values of the Hebrew letters are common. ' Take 
30 from 30 and the remainder is 60.' The ex- 
planation is that 30=ot^ : remove h, whose 
numerical value is 30, and the remainder is a-j-p 
= 60. The letters of the Hebrew alphabet have 
also a lingual meaning, and a good example of 
a riddle whose solution depends upon such a mean- 
ing is the following : ' There was a she-mule in my 
house : I opened the door and she became a heifer.' 
To be solved thus : From the Hebrew for ' she- 
mule' ?rrj9 take away the letter i (Daleth=door) 
and there remains .tjj ' heifer.' 

Plays upon words scarcely come under the scope 
of this article. They are found most abundantly 
in the Prophets and in the rhetorical passages of 
Job, but they occur also with considerable- fre- 
quency in the Proverbs, and they are to be met 
with, though rarely, in the Psalms. In those 
plays upon proper names which are found in the 
etymological explanations of the name of the law- 
giver of Israel (Ex 2 10 ; cf. Jos. c. Apion. i. 31), 
of the name of Samuel (1 S 1"), and many more, 
the Talmud is said to be especially rich. (Upon 
' Paronomasia in the OT,' see Casanowicz, JBL 
(1891), pp. 105-167). 

Literature. — For the usage of the Hebrew word frvn gee 
Ox/. Ueb. Lex. $.v.', Delitxseh, Zur Geschiehte der Judischen 
Poetie ; Cheyne, Job and Solomon ; Toy, Procerbi. On Biblical 
and Talmudic riddles— Hamburger's HE ; Low, Die Lebent- 
alter; Abrahams, Jetcith Life, in the Middle Age$; Wiiosche, 
Die RtUhselweiuheit bei den Uebrdern. T. NlCOL. 

RIDICULOUS. — Only Sir 34" «He that sacrificed 
of a thing wrongfully gotten, his offering is ridicu- 
lous.' The meaning is active, derisive, mocking 
(Gr. wpoc(popi /xefiuKvfUvv, RV ' his offering is made 
in mockery '). Cf. Shaks. Love's Labour's Lost, 
iii. 78, 'The heaving of my lungs provokes me to 
ridiculous smiling.' 



RIGHTEOUSNESS IN OT.— The idea of Right- 
eousness is one of the most complex and difficult 
of the ruling ideas of the OT. The subject may 
be introduced by one or two statements of a 
general nature. (1) Righteousness in the OT it 
strictly a personal attribute. There are a few 
instances where the word is used of things, but 
these are undoubtedly secondary (see below, p. 
274*). So also are the cases where it is applied 
to a social aggregate like the people of Israel ; 
these' arise either through personification of the 
community, or through the virtues of representa- 
tive individuals being conceived as leavening the 
mass. (2) The personal relations indicated by the 
term are of three kinds : forensic, ethical, and 
religious. Righteousness, e.g., may denote (a) 
a forensic right, as when Judah says of Tamar, 
' she has been in the right against me ' (Gn 38 s ") ; 
or (b) a moral state, as Gn 6 9 ' Noah was a right- 
eous, blameless man in his generation ' ; or (c) a 
direct relation between man and God, as in Gn 15* 
' Abraham believed J", and he counted it to him 
for righteousness.' But under each of these heads 
the notion breaks up into a great variety of dis- 
tinct applications, while the figurative extensions 
of (a) into the spheres of (6) and (c) create subtle 
distinctions which at times defy classification. 
(3) It may be remarked that the history of the 
idea in the OT exhibits a development in almost ex- 
actly the opposite direction to that observed in the 
case of Holiness. Holiness (which see) is prima- 
rily a religious term, which gradually acquires 
ethical content under the influence of the reve- 
lation of God as a Being of perfect moral purity. 
Righteousness, on the contrary, belongs in the first 
instance to the region of moral ideas, and be- 
comes a technical term of religion by a process 
whose outlines can be traced in the OT. — It will 
be convenient in the present art. to treat the 
subject under three main divisions, correspond- 
ing broadly to three stages in this development ; 
viz. (i.) The meanings of Righteousness in ordi- 
nary popular speech ; (ii.) the conception of Right- 
eousness in the pre-exilic prophets (Amos to Jere- 
miah) ; and (iii.) the theological developments of 
the idea, chiefly in exilic and post-exilic writings. 

The Hebrew words expressing the idea of Righteousness are 
the following derivatives of the root pis :— 

1. The adj. pnx ; LXX 3<<mu«, etc. ; EV 1 righteous,' more 
rarely ' Just,' etc. 

5. The abstract nouns npi >• and piY, which appear to be prac- 
tically interchangeable ; LXX iiwuicCm, etc. ; EV ' righteous- 
ness,' more rarely ' justice,' etc. 

(The Aram. np"pt appears in Dn 4*»Tl 

The verbal forms are much less frequently used, vis.: — 

3. The Qal pvf (22 times in MT) ; LXX }.'*ai« G,mi, 
(poss.)i etc ; EV ' be righteous,' ' be justified,' ' be just,' etc 

4. The Hiphil p"\>sn (12 times, always in a declarative sense 
except Is 63'1, Dn 123) ■ LXX twvt, etc.; EV ' Justify,' etc. 

6. The Piel p'Vf (5 times, with the sense 1 make out to be in 
the right," or ' make to appear in the right ') ; LXX 2i«u*C>, 
etc.; EV 'justify.' 

6. The Hithpael (refl.) pjwpj (Gn 44>«) ; LXX ii»«*Sr 
(pass.) ; EV 1 clear ourselves.' 

7. The Niphal pi« (Dn S", of the Temple); LXX mOm^m 
(pass.) ; EV ' be cleansed.' 

The Greek and English terms given above represent only the 
prevalent usage of LXX and EV respectively. With regard to 
the latter, it may be said that the words 'righteous' and 
'righteousness' cover approximately the uses of pis in the 
OT. Out of some 520 instances where the Heb. root appears, 
about 400 are rendered in AV by * righteous,' ' righteousness,' 
or 'righteously.' In over 100 coses 'just,' 'justice,' 'justify" 
are employed, sometimes appropriately enough, but at other 
times quite arbitrarily (cf. e.g. Gn 0* with 7', or Am 2 s with 
6 12 ). There are, besides, a few miscellaneous renderings, which 
it would serve no useful purpose to tabulate. On the other side, 
' righteous ' stands for H?; (' upright ') in Nu 23">, Job 47 237, 
Ps 107*3, Pr & 332 149 1519 28 10 (similarly the adv. Ps 67* 9610). 
RV has rectified some of those anomalies : for instance, except 
in Nu 2310, • righteous,' etc., never are used except for some 
form of pis. The usage of the LXX is marked by somewhat 
greater diversity, as was to be expected from the variety of 
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circumstances in which the different books were translated. 
In the jrreat majority of cases, however, the Heb. terms are 
represented by inutm and the cognate words, although other 
renderings are frequent, as imurr«, mmSapit, mrrii, tin!:<. 
Kfint, hut, i>.ir,u.t,Ctr, (the last two are instructive). And, 
conversely, )m<k, etc., are used for such words as T^,', 'pj 
(' innocent "), ipn (' kindness 'X n?K (' truth,' ' fidelity '), D?^0 
('judicial decision,' ' judgment "),"etc. A certain freedom of 
translation is, no doubt, permissible in view of the extreme 
versatility of the Heb. notion, and its association with numer- 
ous parallelisms ; and these Heb. synonyms have naturally to be 
taken into account in forming conclusions regarding the OT 
idea of righteousness. Cf. Hatch, Euay in Bibl. Or. 49. 

i. Righteousness in Common Life.— In the 
earliest historical literature— the documents J and 
E of the Hex., and the oldest sources of the Bks. 
of Samuel and Kings— the words for ' righteous- 
ness 'occur, not very frequently, but in connexions 
which convey a pretty complete idea of what they 
meant in everyday life. Here the most prominent 
aspect of the notion is the forensic, although this 
by no means excludes an ethical and religious 
reference. In early Israel, law, morality, and 
religion were closely identified, all three resting 
largely on traditional custom or being eml>odied 
in it. Morality consisted in conformity to the 
conventional usages of the society to which a man 
belonged (Gn 26", 2 S I3 U etc.) ; the administration 
of justice was the enforcement in individual cases 
of the acknowledged rules of social order ; and, 
again, these rules were invested with religious 
sanctions as expressing the will of J". Thus a 
man's legal rights were a measure of the morality 
of his conduct, and at the same time all rights 
existing between men were also rights before .J". 
When it is said that the forensic element pre- 
ponderates, what is meant is that questions of 
right and wrong were habitually regarded from 
a legal point of view as matters to be settled by a 
judge, and that this point of view is emphasized 
in the words derived from pis. This, indeed, is 
characteristic of the Heb. conception of righteous- 
ness in all its developments : whether it be a 
moral quality or a religious status, it is apt to be 
looked on as in itself controvertible and incom- 
plete until it has been confirmed by what is 
equivalent to a judicial sentence. Now, within 
the forensic sphere we can distinguish three 
aspects of righteousness which are of fundamental 
importance for the subsequent history of the idea ; 
and these may be illustrated from almost any 
period of the language. 

(1) Righteousness means, in the first instance, 
being in the right in a particular case. Of the 
two parties in a controversy, the one who has the 
right on his side is designated as P^vri, and the one 
in the wrong as y$hn : Dt 25 1 ' If there be a 
quarrel between men, and they bring it to the 
judgment-seat, and (the judges) judge them, they 
shall justify the pry and condemn the V71 ' ; cr. 
16 19 , Ex 23 7 - 8 , Is 5 B 29", Pr 17 ,s 18 s " 24 M etc. 
Similarly, a person accused or suspected of wrong- 
doing is PT» if he is innocent and ypH if guilty 
(Gn 20*, 2 S 4", 2 K 10 9 , Pr 17*). It makes, of 
course, no difference whether the case is actually 
submitted to a judge or not ; all questions of right 
and wrong are conceived as capable ideally of 
being so settled, and the intrinsic merits of the 
dispute are described by the same terms; see 
Ex 9" ( * J" is in the right, and I and my people are 
in the wrong') ; 1 S 34", 1 K 8" (cf. Ex 2 13 ). Thus 
"97? (P?y in this sense appears to be later) denotes 
the right or innocence of an incriminated person, 
his claim to justification, the validity of his plea 
(2 S 19 s 28 a , Neh 2»).* In these cases righteous- 
ness is an inherent quality, not depending on the 
decision of the judge, but at the most demanding 

• The fern, of the adj. p*^j( is nowhere used ; in the only 
instance where the right of a woman is concerned the simple 
verb is employed ; Gn 38* ('|lip Bjfljf). 
VOL. IV. — 18 



recognition by him. And although the conception 
is essentially forensic, it is obviously one to which 
ethical ideas readily attach themselves. Right- 
eousness comes to mean unimpeachable moral con- 
duct (Gn 30 s3 — a difficult case) ; and in this sense 
it may be predicated of a man's whole life, the 
righteous man being one who is blameless before 
an ideal tribunal ; see IK 2 s3 3 s , Gn 7 1 , 6" ( P) 
18**-, Dt 9* «, La 4" etc. In this application a 
religious reference is probably always included, 
the ideal tribunal being that of God. 

Legal phraseology is naturally transferred to the case of mere 
debate ; Job AX* 33»2 ; here to ' justify ' means virtually to 
admit the force of one's arguments (27»). With this may be 
connected the use of the words to express correctness in pre- 
diction (Is 41*), or truthfulness in speech (Is 45'»- « 6S>, Ps 62», 
Pr H» 12? loi'<) ; although other explanations are here possible 
(see below, p. 274). 

(2) Righteousness, however, has a second sense, 
which is purely forensic ; it means the legal status 
established by a public judgment in one's favour : 
Is 5 a ' take away the righteousness of the righteous 
from him ' (cf. 10 s ). Examples of this kind are rare 
in allusions to secular jurisprudence ; but the dis- 
tinction plays a very important part, as we shall 
see, where forensic analogies are transferred to 
men's standing before God ; and it could hardly 
be drawn so clearly there unless it had some basis 
in ordinary judicial administration.* 

(3) Lastly, righteousness is the quality expected 
of the judge in the exercise of liis office. His 
fundamental duty is to 'justify' ( p^sn =' declare 
in the right ') him who is in the right, and to 
condemn (inrjn) him who is in the wrong (Dt 25', 
2S 15* etc.); and, if the circumstances require it, 
to inflict punishment on the wrong-doer (Dt 25* ; 
cf. 2S 12* etc.). In this he is said to manifest 
p-iy (Dt l 18 le 18 *, Lv 19' 8 , Is 11«- 8 16 s ), or in a com- 
mon phrase to execute npiyi epfp.t The tempta- 
tions to which a judge was mainly exposed being 
bribery and 'respect of persons,' his righteousness 
consists essentially in his rising superior to such 
influences and deciding each case with absolute 
impartiality on its merits. Stress, however, is 
naturally laid on the duty of redressing the wrongs 
of the poor and defenceless ; hence judicial 
righteousness is frequently equivalent to deliver- 
ance or protection. This idea lies, indeed, in the 
verb D57 itself, which means not only to judge, but 
also to vindicate or defend (1 S 24", Is l 17 etc.). 

The forensic sense of righteousness illustrated above appears 
to be fundamental in Heb., and goes hock to a remote period in 
Semitic antiquity. It is found in a phrase closely corresponding 
to t)T usage in one of the Tel el-Amarna tablets (16th or 14th 
cent. B.C.), where Abdhiba of Jerusalem says, $a-du-uk ana 
ia-a-ti ai-ttim atniluti Ka-H= ' I am innocent with respect to 
the Kashi' {Kill v. 306 f.). That a similar usage prevailed in 
Aramaic and Phoenician is shown by the inscriptions in both 
languages (see Li<lzbarski, Handbuch der twrdtem. Epigraphik, 
p. 367). The forensic conception of righteousness appears, 
therefore, to be characteristic of the northern group of Semitic 
dialects. In Arabic, on the other hand, the root has no forensic 

* It may here be pointed out that it is doubtful if the adj. p~s 
bears this sense of outward justification even in the religious 
sphere (Kautzsch). It seems confined to the inherent character 
on which a legal right is based, but not to include the status 
which results from a vindication of that right. In other words, 
it is used of the godly as entitled to Divine justification, but not 
us actually justified. Kautzsch thinks there are exceptions in 
Is 40-«J and 24-27 ; but that is not quite clear. Zee 9° would 
be a case in point if the meaning is to be determined by the 
following epithet JfiTU (' vindicated and victorious'; O. A. 
Smith, Twelve PropheU, ii. 406). On some doubtful cases in 
the Psalms, sec below, p. 278. 

t This expression was probably used originally of judicial 
action (2 S 8' 8 , Jer 22'5 235, Ezk 458). but was extended to moral 
conduct in general (On 18"», Ezk IS 6 - '9- *>, and very often). In 
Dt l 16 etc. (above) pi* is partly the personal virtue of the judge, 
partly the objective right which is the result of his just action ; 
the word appears first in Hosea and Isaiah. It is powible that 
this judicial sense of righteousness (3) is less primitive than 
that described under (1 ). At least the coses are few where the 
adj. is applied to a human Judge (though often to God as the 
Supreme Judge of men). 2 8 23* is a clear example : on Zee 9* 
see the last note ; other possible cases are Jer 23 s , Ezk 23**. 
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associations. The verb ladaka means to speak the truth ; 
saddaka, to attribute truth to a speaker, to accept or homolo- 
gate his statement ; laddlk is one who is habitually veracious, 
and sad Ik a true or sincere friend. All then? uses embody the 
ethical idea of trustworthiness or genuineness ; and a reflexion 
of this moral sense is probably to be recognized in some peculiar 
subsidiary applications, as when the verb is employed of eyes and 
ears th^t faithfully perform their functions, or of earnestness or 
steadiness in battle ' as opposed to a false show of braver}-,' or of 
the desperate running of a hunted animal (see Lane, Lexicon), 
Saddk, the marriage gift from husband to wife, was originally a 
pledge of friendship ; and even the much discussed ruinh eadk 
possibly means * trusty lance, and not a straight or, sound or 
hard lance (Wellhausen, OGN, 1893, p. 434), though Noldeke 
considers that in this cose the meaning ' straight ' is certain 
(Funf M o allaqat , 2, p. 40). 

It has commonly been held that the varied senses of righteous- 
ness i»n be reduced to the single idea of ' conformity to a norm," 
resting ultimately on the physical analogy of straightness. But 
the notion of ' conformity to a norm ' could hardly be primitive ; 
and, even if all the uses of pis could be brought under it, it 
would not thereby be proved to be fundamental, since all legal 
and ethical terms necessarily imply a reference to a norm. It 
is indeed very doubtful if straightness be the concept originally 
expressed by the root. Certainly, nothing of the kind can be 
inferred from the cases in the OT where the word is used of 
material oblects. Just balances, weights, etc (Lv 19J*-:*, Dt 
26> B , Job 31", Ezk 45>"), are simply such balances, etc., as justice 
demands (cf. Am 86), just as sacrifices of righteousness (Dt S3™, 
Ps 4» 51") are sacrifices rightly offered. The phrases paths of 
righteousness (Ps 23*) and gate* of righteousness (11S'») are so 
obviously figurative that they do not fall to be considered here 
at all. The evidence from Arabic is equally inconclusive. Here 
the discussion has turned largely on the use of sadk as an epithet 
of the lance (see above). It happens, however, to be applied in 
particular to the knots of the lance reed (cf. sadk'ul-ku'ub, Mnall. 
Antara, 48). where, if the word describes an v physical quality at 
all, it must be hardness ; unless, indeed, ka b be understood as 
a section of the reed between two knots (Noldeke, •&.). On 
the whole, perhaps, the idea of hardness beat accounts for the 
higher developments of the idea both in Arabic and Hebrew. 
The transition from hardness to trustworthiness is easy and 
natural, while the same analogy in the legal sphere might 
denote nnimpeachableness of conduct on the part of a suitor, 
or steadfastness of character on the part of the judge. But 
these speculations are of little account ; the meanings of right- 
eousness in OT have to be ascertained from usage, and the 
fundamental usages appear to be those stated in the preceding 
paragraphs. 

ii. Righteousness in the Prophets.— Although 
the prophets were the great champions and ex- 
ponents of righteousness in Israel, it is not easy to 
say precisely in what respect their teaching marks 
an advance on the current notions examined in the 
last section. In their use of terms they adhere 
closely to the common forms of speech: the piv 
is still the man whose cause is just, and nffij and 
p-vf continue to be used of forensic right or judicial 
rectitude. Nevertheless it is clear that the whole 
idea is elevated to a higher plane in the teaching 
of the prophets, and acquires a significance at once 
more ethical and more universal. The difference 
of standpoint is partly to be explained by the state 
of things which the prophets saw around them. 
By the 8th cent, the old consuetudinary morality 
had broken down under the pressure of far-reaching 
economic changes which had affected disastrously 
the life of the people. Large numbers of Israelites 
had been dispossessed of their holdings, and in con- 
sequence deprived of their civil and religious rights ; 
the poor were defrauded and ground down by the 
rich, and even the forms of law had been turned 
into a powerful engine of oppression. In face of a 
situation like this, it is evident that the prophetic 
ideal of righteousness must rest on deeper founda- 
tions than mere use and wont. It rests, in fact, on 
the ethical character of J". What is distinctive of 
the prophets is the conviction that social righteous- 
ness is the necessary and inexorable demand of 
J"'s moral nature. So intense is this conviction 
that the idea of abstract right seems to stand out 
before their minds as an objective reality, a power 
that may be resisted but can never be defeated. 
1 Never before,' says Wellhausen, ' had this been 
proclaimed with such tremendous emphasis. Mor- 
ality is that through which alone all things subsist, 
the sole reality in the world. It is no postulate, no 
idea, it is at once necessity and fact, —the most living, 



personal energy, — Jahwe, the God of Forces.'* 
This is most clearly to be seen in Amos, the father of 
written prophecy; but all the prophets move on the 
lines laid down by him, and mean by righteousness 
substantially what he means, although they may 
not give it the same central position which it occu- 
pies in his book. It may suffice to note the following 
points. ( 1 ) The prophets are concerned in the first 
instance with that exercise of righteousness on 
which the well-being of the community most de- 
pends, the public administration of justice. Amos 
demands that right (opyc) be set up in the gate 
(5 1S ); that right roll down like waters, and righteous- 
ness like a perennial stream (5 M ) ; and complains 
bitterly of those who turn righteousness to worm- 
wood, i.e. turn the fount of justice into a source of 
wrong and misery (5 7 6 ,s ). Isaiah and Micah hurl 
their invectives against the ruling classes for their 
perversion of justice and legalized plunder of the 
poor (Is 1" 3 1 «- 5» 10"-, Mic 2"-*- 3 1 *"-), and 
Jeremiah denounces the rapacity and misgovern- 
ment of the kings (22 ,s - 15 23"-; cf. Ezk 34^ ). Cf. 
further, Hos 10", Is l 21 5 7 , Jer 22 s etc. A well- 
governed State, repressing all wrong and violence, 
and securing to the meanest his rights as a mem- 
ber of J"'s kingdom, is the embodiment of the 
prophetic ideal of righteousness. At the same 
time, the spirit which ought to preside at the seat 
of judgment is conceived as a principle pervading 
the whole life of the nation, and regulating the 
relations of its different members and classes. 
Civic righteousness is perhaps more a function 
of the community, a sound and normal condition 
of the body politic, than a rule of individual 
conduct ; although the latter is, of course, in- 
cluded (Hos 10 12 , Jer 4 1 ). (2) In their conception 
of what constitutes righteousness, the prophets 
are not dependent on a written code.t and still less 
on the technicalities of legal procedure. Their 
appeal is to the moral sense, the instinctive per- 
ception of what is due to others, the recognition 
of the inherent rights of human personality. The 
idea is far broader than what we usually mean by 
right or justice ; it includes a large-hearted con- 
struction of the claims of humanity ; it is, as has 
been said, the humanitarian virtue par exccllenr.e.% 
And this is true not only in private relations, but 
also in the sphere of judicial action. The righteous- 
ness of the judge appears pre-eminently in his vin- 
dication of the widow, the orphan, and the stranger, 
the oppressed and defenceless classes generally ( Is 
l 17 etc.). In Amos the is always the poor man, 
with no influence at his back, who must therefore 
look to the judge to maintain his rights. This 
feature might be considered accidental, arising 
from the injustice to which the poor were sub- 
jected at that time. But it is important, never- 
theless, as ex hi hiring an aspect of the Heb. idea of 

i'udicial righteousness which is apt to be overlooked 
>y us. It denotes not merely the neutral impartial 
attitude of mind which decides fairly between rival 
interest*, but a positive energy on the side of right, 
a readiness to protect and succour those who have 
no help in themselves. (3) Righteousness in this 
ethical sense is not only rooted in the moral 
instincts of human nature, but is a reflexion of 
the character of J". It is what He requires of men, 
what He has looked for in vain from Israel (Is 5 7 ), 
that in which He delights, which He seeks to pro- 
duce on earth (Jer J}* 4 ). The inflexibility of this 
Divine demand for social righteousness is one of the 
most impressive things in prophecy. Ritual service 
is as nothing in J"'s sight ; He despises and hates 

• 1st. u. jiid. Gesch.3 100. 

t The idea of righteousness as obedience to the written law 
of God, which bulks so largely in the later writings, appears in 
Dt 6» ; cf. 84", Zeph 2*. 

: Cf. the combination of n&Vf with ipn (' kindness ') In Hos 
10", Jer 0». 
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it when offered by men of immoral life. But the 
claims of righteousness are absolute, and the nation 
that will not yield to them, though it be the chosen 
people of Israel itself, must perish. Further, this 
righteousness, being based at once on the nature 
of man and the nature of God, is universal in its 
range. It has its witness in the human conscience 
everywhere (Am 3*), and determines the destiny of 
other nations as well as of Israel (1* 2 s etc.). It is, 
in short, the moral order of the universe, and the 
supreme law of J"'s operations in history. (4) As 
the lack of righteousness is the cause of Israel's 
destruction, so the presence of it is a constant 
feature of the Messianic salvation to which the 
prophets look forward. 'A king shall reign in 
righteousness, and princes decree justice' (Is 32 1 '-). 
The Messiah's kingdom shall be established in 
righteousness (ft 7 ), and He shall judge the poor in 
righteousness (11*- 6 ), etc. Cf. Jer 22 18 23 8 33 1S , 
Hos 2*(?), Is 1 M 32 18t - 33" etc. (5) Righteousness 
as a personal attribute of J" is not named by the 
prophets so frequently as one might expect. The 
adj. p'^f is not used in this sense till a compara- 
tively late period (Zeph 3 8 , Jer 12 1 ). Amos never 
mentions the righteousness of J", though the image 
of the plumb-line in 7 7, 8 shows that the conception 
was in his mind (cf. Is 28 17 ). Isaiah speaks of a 
judgment ' overflowing with righteousness' (lO 12 ), 
and of the Holy God as ' sanctifying himself by 
righteousness' (5 14 ), i.e. showing Himself to be God 
through the exercise of judicial righteousness. The 
idea is common to all the prophets. From the 
special circumstances in which their work was 
carried on, they dwell chiefly (if not exclusively) 
on the punitive side of the Divine righteousness, 
the side which it presents to the guilt of Israel 
(Hos 6 8# 10*, Hab 1"). Righteousness, in short, 
is here equivalent to retribution, although retri- 
bution is not regarded as an end in itself, but 
only as a step in the carrying out of a redemptive 
purpose. 

These appear to be the chief features of the idea 
of righteousness which is characteristic of the pre- 
exilic prophets. It is not yet to be called strictly 
a religious conception, inasmuch as its human side 
consists of moral qualities displayed by men in 
their relations to one another, and. the righteous- 
ness of men before God is an idea hardly repre- 
sented in the prophets. But it makes the religious 
development possible, and some anticipations of 
that development in the prophetic writings will 
have to be considered under the next head. 

iii. Righteousness in the Sphere of Re- 
ligion. — We come now to consider the different 
forms assumed by the idea of righteousness as 
expressing relations existing immediately between 
God and man. These are based on trie mono- 
theistic principle, interpreted by the help of the 
forensic categories described above (under i.). J" 
is the supreme Ruler and Judge of the universe, 
and His judgments are seen in history or provi- 
dence. But the ordinary course of providence 
could not always be accepted as the final expres- 
sion of the mind of the Judge ; it is usually in 
some great crisis, some decisive interposition of 
J" felt to be impending, that the ultimate verdict 
is looked for. Meanwhile nations and men are 
on their trial, they are severally in the right or in 
the wrong before God, and in the final day of 
reckoning the issues will be made clear, and the 
justice of the Divine government fully vindicated. 
Although all the elements of this conception, are 
present in pre-exilic prophecy, the special applica- 
tions of it now to be dealt with belong mostly to a 
later period, and are the result of certain currents 
of thought which come to the surface in the age of 

• Read KX" 1»a 'EEP51. 



the Exile. There are three things to be looked at : 
the righteousness of Israel ; the righteousness of 
the individual ; and the righteousness of God. 

1. The Righteousness of Israel.— The ques- 
tion of Israel's right against other nations is one 
little considered by the earlier prophets. It was 
doubtless a factor in the popular religion, revealing 
itself in that eager longing for. the day of J" which 
Amos rebukes (5 18 ). troni that point of view it 
was a matter of course that J" should maintain 
the cause and right of His people, and moral 
considerations hardly entered into the feeling. 
The prophets, on the other hand, were too much 
concerned to impress on Israel a sense of its utter 
unrighteousness before God to pay much heed to 
the violation of right involved in its subjection to 
nations morally worse than itself. In the 7th 
cent., however, partly as a consequence of the 
Deuteronomic reformation, the idea of a righteous 
Israel begins to exert an influence on prophetic 
thought (cf. Dt ff*). The first prophet to treat 
the matter expressly from this point of view is 
Habakkuk (the idea is latent in Nahum), who 
uses the technical terms pn* and sn?-\ to designate 
Israel and its heathen oppressors respectively 
(l 4,ls ; cf. 2* : see the Comm.), and appeals to J" to 
redress the wrongs suffered by His people. But 
it was the Exile that brought the question to the 
front in the prophetic interpretation of history. 
The Divine sentence had gone forth confirming the 
moral verdict of the prophets on the nation's past, 
and the more spiritual part of the people acknow- 
ledged the just judgment of God in what had be- 
fallen them (La l 18 ). But there still remained the 
promise of a glorious future, in which the righteous- 
ness of J" would be displayed not less than in the 
judgment now past. Israel, therefore, has a right 
which, though obscured for the present, is recog- 
nized bv J", and will be vindicated by Him in due 
time. "Wherein does this righteousness of Israel 
consist ? 

Deutero- Isaiah. — The answer to this question is 
given by the writer of Is 40-55 in a manner which 
went far to fix the sense of righteousness for all 
subsequent theology. The prophet looks to his 
people 8 restoration from exile as a final disclosure 
of the righteousness both of Israel and of J", and 
an event fraught with the most blessed conse- 
quences for humanity. That Israel has been, and 
is, in the wrong before God is explicitly acknow- 
ledged in the ironical challenge of 43'-' 8 (' that thou 
mayest be in the right'), and is implied in many 
passages besides. But its sin has been forgiven, 
the punishment endured has been adequate (40 s ), 
and, in spite of the unpreparedness of the people, 
J" brings near His salvation (40 13 51 8 52 lu ) ; the 
hidden right of Israel, which exists amidst all its 
un worthiness and shortcoming, is about to be 
made manifest. And here, in accordance with 
forensic usage, the idea of righteousness is resolved 
into two perfectly distinct conceptions. On the 
one hand it denotes the inherent right of Israel's 
cause at the bar of the Divine judgment (as in i. ( 1 )); 
and on the other hand the external vindication of 
that right through a judicial intervention of J" 
(i. (2)). In the latter sense righteousness means 
justification (54 u - 17 45"- u ), and is practically 
equivalent to salvation, the deliverance of the 
people l>eing regarded as the execution of a Divine 
sentence in its favour.* The idea of the inherent 
righteousness of Israel, however, is more difficult, 
and several elements appear to enter into it. (a) 
Israel is in the right, first of all, as having sujfe.rcd 
wrong at the hands of the world - power. The 
triumph of Babylon has been the triumph of brute 

• In 41«, where it is said of Cvrus that ' right nieeta him at 
everv step,' piy bears the sense of right vindicated on the field 
of battle, i.e. ' victory ' (see the Comm.). 
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force over helpless innocence (47 s 52 s " 6 ), and a viola- 
tion of the moral order of the world. On this 
ground alone Israel has a plea before the Judge 
of all the tarth, it has a right (097?) which does 
not escape the notice of J" (40 27 ; cf. Mic 7"). (b) 
Righteousness includes, in the second place, a way 
of life in accordance with the law of God. Of the 
better part of the people it is said that they follow 
after righteousness (51 1 ) or know righteousness 
(51 7 ), just as it is said of another section that they 
are far from righteousness (46 1J ).* Similarly, in 
53" it is said of J'"s righteous Servant that by his 
knowledge he shall make many righteous, i.e. 
bring them to a moral condition conforming to 
the Divine will, (c) There is, perhaps, yet another 
element to be taken into account : Israel is in the 
right in virtue of its being identified with the 
cause of J'', the only tme God. Israel is J'"s 
witness, His client in the great controversy be- 
tween the true religion and idolatry, His servant 
and His messenger whom He has sent (43 1M - 13 44" 
418. g 4*2i» e tc). As the organ of J"'s self-revelation, 
the nation represents the cause that must ulti- 
mately triumph, and is therefore essentially in the 
right. This vocation of Israel is described as per- 
fectly realized in the ideal Servant of the Lord 
(49 s ), whom J" has called in righteousness (42*) 
and appointed for a light of the Gentiles, that 
His salvation might be to the ends of the earth 
(49* ; cf. 42»- 4 ). The Servant's conlidence that he 
shall be justified (50 8 - 8 49*) rests on the conscious- 
ness of his election, and the unique relation which 
he holds to the redemptive purpose of J". 

The some distinction between inherent and external righteous- 
ness is met with in chs. 6(MH3, which are assigned by some 
scholars to a later date. Thus in the sense of Justification 
(salvation, prosperity, etc) the nouns occur in 56i b 588 68* 
013. lot. 62». ( c f. 4a"', possibly an interpolated passage in the 
earlier part). Of inherent right, the adj. is used in 67* 60*1 ; 
the substantives in 5<U» 583 64*f- ; the aspect most prominent 
appears to be obedience to the law.— The idea of civic right- 
eousness in the sense of the pre-exilic prophets appears in 

The sense of Israel's right against the nations appears like- 
wise in other post-exilic writings, particularly in the Psalter, 
where the antithesis of 'righteous' and 'wicked' sometimes 
denotes Israel and the heathen respectively ; cf. Ps 710 148 3118 
S3* 52«f- 7510 94M 07"'- 1181*. 90 etc. etc. But here it is no 
longer possible to separate between the national and individual 
references of the idea of righteousness; and it is therefore 
better to deal with the subject after we have considered— 

2. TUF. RlGHTEOUSSESSOFTHE INDIVIDUAL.— 
That individual righteousness was an idea familiar 
in early times to the Israelites, is sufficiently clear 
from such passages as 1 S 26 a , 1 K 8 W , Is 3 10 - 11 
(?if genuine), etc.t It may be true that the 
individual was hardly felt to possess an independ- 
ent religious status hefore God. His life and his 
interests were seen to be merged in those of his 
family or the community (IS 3 13 etc.) ; and it was 
perhaps not expected that his outward fortunes 
should correspond exactly with his moral condition. 
At all events, there is no evidence that the inequal- 
ities of providence in this sphere pressed severely 
on religious thought till towards the Exile, when 
a growing sense of personal right begins to assert 
itself (Dt 24", 2 K 14«). In the remarkable pro- 
phetic experience of Jeremiah, religion appears to 
resolve itself into a personal relation of tne indi- 
vidual soul to God. And it is noteworthy that 
immediately he is confronted by the gravest pro- 
blem of Jewish theology, — Why is it that the man 
who is right with God has to sutfer affliction and 

• Many commentators take the word in these passages in the 
•ense of outward Justification. But the parallelism in 517 (• in 
whose heart is my law') strongly favoure the more ethical 
meaning, and this ought in fairness to rule the interpretation 
of 611. 4C12 ig more doubtful. 

t On an Aramaic inscription of the 7th cent. B.C. (N'erab ii. 2) the 
following words are put into the mouth of a deuil priest : ' For 
my righteousness before him, he (the god) gave me a good name 
and lengthened my days' (Hoffmann, ZA , loWJ, p. 221 f.X 



injustice in the world? ' Too righteous art thou, 
O J", for me to contend with tliee ; yet of judg- 
ments would I speak with thee : Wherefore is the 
way of the wicked prosperous?' etc. (12 1 ). 

Ezekiel. — Besides the general tendency of thought 
referred to in the last paragraph, there were two 
special reasons for the rapid growth of individual- 
ism in the exilic and post-exilic ages. One was the 
dissolution of the State, in consequence of which 
the principle of collective retribution was neces- 
sarily suspended, and each man became directly 
accountable to God for his own sins (Jer 31*"-, 
E/k 18 a " 4 ). But another and more permanent 
cause was the introduction of the written Law as 
the basis of religion. The Law makes its appeal in 
the first instance to the individual conscience, and, 
although the aim of the Deuteronomic covenant 
was to make of Israel a righteous nation through 
obedience to the Divine will (IKO 25 ), its immediate 
effect was only to set up a standard of righteous- 
ness which served as a test of the individual's 
relation to God. The influence of these two facts 
is very apparent in the conception of righteousness* 
which meets us in the Bk. ot Ezekiel. Except in 
a few instances ( 16*"- 23" 45 9 '-) the words ' righteous ' 
and ' righteousness' are there used solely to denote 
the religious condition of individual persons in the 
sight of God (3*> ft 13" 14" » 18 6 "- 21 3t - 33 12ff ). 
Sometimes even the plu. nHpis is employed of the 
separate virtues or good deeds, which when integ- 
rated make up the religious character (3 30 18 4 33 ,s ; 
cf. Is 33 16 64 s ). In form the idea is purely legal, 
consisting in obedience to the precepts of the 
written Law ; its content, as given in 18 6 " 8 33 ,s 
etc., is mainly but not exclusively ethical. And 
to this conception of righteousness there is attached 
a rigorous theory of individual retribution; accord- 
ing as a man's state is when the judgment over- 
takes him, so will his destiny be : the righteous 
shall live, and the wicked shall die. 

Book of Job.— Ezekiel's doctrine of retribution 
was formulated with express reference to the final 
judgment which determines whether a man is to 
be admitted into the perfect kingdom of God or 
excluded from it. When the principle was ex- 
tended to the ordinary course of providence, it was 
found to be contradicted at many points by experi- 
ence. Hence arose the most serious stumbling- 
block to the faith of OT believers — the inequalities, 
the seeming injustice, of God's providential deal- 
ings with men. This problem emerges in many 
forms (see Hab P *- Is 53, Mai 3«»- », Ps 37. 39. 
49. 73, etc.), but nowhere is it treated with such 
penetration and such intensity of feeling as in the 
Bk. of Job. Job, a typically pious man, acknow- 
ledged to be such by the Almighty and the Satan, 
as well as by his fellow-men, is suddenly visited by 
a series of calamities which, on the current view of 
providence, could only be explained as the punish- 
ment due to heinous sins. This view is upheld, 
in the discussion which ensues, by the three 
friends, and is partly shared by Job himself. His 
mind is dominated by the thought of God as his 
adversary in a lawsuit ; or rather his chief com- 

Elaint is that the Almighty constitutes Himself 
oth accuser and judge, while there is no umpire 
who can lay his hand upon them both (9 Kff -). He 
feels himself to be the victim of an accusation 
brought against him by an all-powerful antagonist ; 
and his contention is that the accusation is un- 
just — that he is in the ri^ht and God in the 
wrong in this unequal quarrel. This, of course, 
as the other disputants are quick to point out (8* 
34" 36» 37** 40 s ), is to impugn the judicial righteous- 
ness of God ; and such a position is to them simply 
inconceivable. 'How can a man be in the right 
against God?' they ask (4*5" 25*) ; and Job retorts 
with bitter irony, ' How indeed ! seeing He is the 



Digitized by Google 



RIGHTEOUSNESS IN OT 



RIGHTEOUSNESS IN OT 277 



Omnipotent against whom there is no redress' 
(9 s ). Thus to the friends the question at issue is 
the righteousness of Job, which they ultimately 
deny ; while to Job himself it is the righteousness 
of God in His providential dealings with men : 
' he condemns God that he himself may be in the 
right' (40 8 , cf. 34 8 ). Although he is forced to 
acknowledge that God has pronounced him guilty, 
he is nevertheless perfectly sure of his own right- 
eousness (27 8 ), by which he means in the first 
instance his 'just cause against God' (35 11 ), his 
innocence of the unknown transgressions laid to 
his charge by his irresistible opponent. * I am 
innocent— in the right' is his constant cry (&»"• 
13 18 34* etc ). But behind this formal and purely 
forensic sense of righteousness there lies a deeper 
question, viz. What constitutes the righteousness 
of a man before God, or what entities him to 
a sentence of justification in the shape of temporal 
prosperity ? On that point there does not appear 
to be any fundamental difference between Job and 
his friends. Righteousness means morality com- 
bined with piety — loyal and whole-hearted obedi- 
ence to the will of God. Observance of the written 
Law is obviously excluded by the conditions of 
the poem; but it is assumed, that God's will is 
known, and that a man may so fulfil it as to be 
righteous. Job is a man perfect and upright, 
fearing God and shunning evil (Pete). Tliat his 
outer life had been morally correct was known 
to all the world ; what was known to himself 
alone and God was that there had been no hypoc- 
risy or secret infidelity in his heart (29"*- 31 1S ») ; 
his morality had been inspired by religion, by 
reverence, and perfect allegiance to his Creator. 
On that point the testimony of his conscience is 
clear and unwavering ; and it is the undoubted 
teaching of the book that this plea of Job's is 
valid, and that the real problem lies where Job's 
argument places it, in the mystery of the Divine 
government. We are not here concerned with the 
solution which the author intends to suggest, hut 
it can hardly consist, as some have thought, in the 
undermining of Job's consciousness of innocence, 
and his being convicted of a subtle kind of sin in 
the shape of self-righteousness. It is rather to be 
looked for in the remarkable distinction which 
the patriarch is led to draw between tlie God of 
Providence who condemns and persecutes him, 
and the God to whom his heart bears witness, who 
is even now his friend, and must yet appear as his 
avenger, though it be after his death ( I6" Wfl It**-*). 
Job is enabled in some degree to maintain his 
fellowship with God apart from outward tokens of 
His favour, sustained only by the witness of his 
conscience, and the nascent hope of seeing Him as 
He is, in another state of being. 

It has already been pointed out that in this book the terms 
for righteousness are employed of being in the right in argu- 
ment; cf. 11" 27* 32* SSi-'-a. Note also the occasional use of 
jm in the sense of external justification ( = prosperity), 8« 29" [?J 
83*367. 

Proverbs and Ecclesiastes.— In the two remain- 
ing canonical Jfokkma h books the conception of 
righteousness is as distinctly individualistic ns in 
Job or Ezekiel. A very common theme in the 
Proverbs is the contrast between the ' righteous ' 
(PT»— sing, or plu. ) and the ' wicked ' (WTJ). * Here 
the righteous do not form a party (as often in the 
Psalms) ; they are a class, comprising all who follow 
the moral ideal taught by the wise men. All 
men, in short, are divided by the Proverbialists 
into good and bad, and 'righteous' is simply one 
of the commonest designations of the good part of 

* See 33 10 pass. (11 times), 11*- io «. 31 igs. 7. 10. 12. a. 28 13»- » 23 
14l». » ISO. 29. IB 2112. 18 24l«- 26* 28" • 12. 28 282. 7. 18. 27. There ore 
many other contrasts, as sinner 1321, evil-doer* 21 s , tools 10'-i 
etc. ; and many synonyms, as trine 9» 11*» 23**, good 2*, upright 
« 18 etc 



mankind. It follows that the idea of righteous- 
ness presented in the book is essential)}- ethical, 
; though no doubt with a strong dash of utilitarian- 
ism, the virtues chiefly insisted on being those 
which experience shows to be necessary lor the 
welfare of society, and therefore most immediately 
beneficial to the individual who practises them. 
At the same time the moral system has a religious 
background. The written Law is the supreme 
standard of morality or righteousness. Moreover, 
one of the chief objects of the writers is to incul- 
cate the doctrine of individual retribution in the 
ordinary course of Divine providence. However 
the fact may be explained, the difficulties surround- 
ing this question are ignored in the Proverbs, and 
the law of retribution is regarded as fully mani- 
fested in the present life : ' The righteous shall be 
requited in the earth, much more the wicked and 
the sinner' (11 s1 ). Hence the idea of righteous- 
ness appears to have lost the eschatological refer- 
ence which it frequently has in other parts of OT, 
and (what is more remarkable) it has all but lost 
the sense of outward justification, such as we 
meet with occasionally even in the Bk. of Job. 
Although it is constantly asserted that righteous- 
ness is the way to honour, wealth, prosperity, etc., 
it does not seem ever to be identified with these 
external tokens of God's approval except in 2P ,b 
8 18 . In Ecclesiastes the same conception of right- 
eousness as the supreme moral category prevails ; 
cf. 3" 7 15 8 M 9 1 * *. The sayings most characteristic 
of the author are these two : ' Be not righteous 
overmuch ' (7 18 ), and ' There is not a righteous man 
upon the earth that doeth good and sinneth not' 
(7*). The latter is perhaps the only passage in 
OT where righteousness is treated as equivalent to 
sinlessness ; the former exhibits a reaction against 
the casuistries of Pharisaic legalism. The vacilla- 
tion of the book on the subject of retribution (con- 
trast 7" 8" 9 s with 3 17 9 1 etc.) raises difficult critical 
questions which need not be considered here.* 

The Psalms.— It is very difficult to analyze and 
classify the varied aspects of human righteousness 
presented in the Psalter. For one thing, it is im- 
possible (as was said above) to draw a sharp line of 
division between the righteousness of the nation 
and that of the individual. The point of view 
most characteristic of the Psalms is intermediate 
between these two. In a large number of pas- 
sages the distinction of pT» and yy-i is applied to 
two parties within the community ; the 'righteous' 
l»eing the religious party who have regard to the 
Covenant, and the 'wicked' the godless and 
wealthy anti-theocratic party who set religion 
and morality at defiance.! Here the idea of 
righteousness is partly national, since the ' right- 
eous' represent the true ideal Israel ; partly indi- 
vidual, inasmuch as the party is formed by those 
members of the nation who accept the Law as 
their rule of life. In some cases, indeed, it is 
difficult to say whether the contrast intended be 
one within the nation or between the nation and 
th ! rest of the world. The ungodly in Israel are 
animated by the same spirit as the heathen that 
know not God, and conversely the qualities of the 
righteous are the same whether the predicate be 
extended to the people as a whole or restricted to 
a portion of it. 

With regard to the conception of righteousness 
implied by this contrast, the following points have 
to be noted, (a) The conflict of parties is, first of 
all, a conflict of religious first principles. The 
righteous are distinguished by their faith in the 

• Both in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes there are references to 
the public administration of justice, where of course the id* a of 
righteousness has the ordinary legal applications : cf. Pr 17 14 - 28 
18»- 17 242* 26M, 815 lfll2 25» 31", Ec 3>« 5». 

t Cf. 1» 512 ns. 5 32U 34)7. *o. 22 37 pass. 55*2 6410 <J02S 92" \\& 
14013 141» etc. 
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moral government of the universe. They trust 
in J" (16 l 26 1 22"), and consciously identify them- 
selves with His cause in the world ; they stake their 
existence on the conviction that ' there is a God 
that judgeth in the earth ' (58"), and that ' in the 
end judgment must he given for righteousness' 
(94 15 Wellhausen). The wicked, on the contrary, 
are practical atheists. They deny, not perhaps 
the existence of God, hut His providential action 
(14 l 53 1 ), and acknowledge no higher authority 
than their own lawless wills ( 12* 59' 64 s 94 7 ). Thus 
the Divine decision in their favour for which the 
Psalmists pray will he the vindication of that view 
of the world to which they have committed them- 
selves— the proof that they are in the right in the 
fundamental beliefs on which their life is based. 
(6) The sphere in which the contrast is wrought 
out is that of personal and social morality ; hence 
there is a constant reference, tacit or expressed, to 
the moral character of the suppliants. They are 
those who practise righteousness and justice (106* 
119 m ) ; they appeal to their integrity (7 8 25=" 41'*) ; 
they claim to be upright, or upright of heart (32 u 
33 1 37' 8 64 10 97" 14U IS ), and innocent (94") ; to have 
clean hands and a pure heart [lSr" m 24 24 4 ) ; cf. 17 l<r- 
26 Iff \ On the other hand, the wicked are cruel, 
unjust, deceitful, bloody-minded, adulterous, avari- 
cious, etc. ; men who, with no fear of God before 
their eyes, trample every social obligation under 
their feet.* (c) Another element in the Psalmists' 
sense of righteousness is the fact that they suffer 
wrong at the hands of their enemies (7 1 MP 
22™- 31" 69* 119" 125 3 143 3 etc.). The outrages 
perpetrated by the heathen nations on Israel, 
and by the rich upon the poor within Israel, are a 
violation of the moral order of the world which 
cannot pass unpunished under the just govern- 
ment of J" ; the oppressed are, ipso facto, in the 
right against their oppressors, {ri) Lastly (as in 
Deutero-Isaiah and elsewhere), righteousness bears 
the sense of justification through the judicial inter- 
position of J", usually in the form of a restoration 
of temporal prosi>erity. So in 24 5 * he shall receive 
blessing from J', and righteousness from the God 
of his salvation' (cf. 17 la 35- 7 37 u U2 9 -" etc.); in 
23 3 ' paths of righteousness ' means ' paths of pro- 
sperity' (118" 132"). t 

Now, while all these elements may enter more or 
less into the Psalmists' consciousness of being in 
the right, — that consciousness on which they base 
their expectation (or explain their experience) of 
deliverance (4 1 7 9 17' 18'-""-"- -4 etc.), — they are not of 
equal importance. The second (6) far outweighs 
the others. Righteousness is in the main an 
ethical word, describing the condition of those 
whose lives are governed by regard for the moral 
law. To the question in what sense morality con- 
stitutes righteousness before God, the Psalms, of 
course, furnish no direct answer. The chief con- 
sideration, no doubt, is that obedience to the 
written Law was the condition of acceptance with 
J" under the Covenant. This thought is often 
expressed (19 7ff - 78 7 99 7 1 03 18 1 05 4S 119 pats., etc), 
and may be presumed to be always in the mind of 
the writers. At the same time it is to l>e ol>served 
that only the ethical (as opposed to the ceremonial) 
elements of the Law enter into the conception of 
righteousness, a fact which shows that the influence 
of the prophets still lives in the devotional poetry 
of Judaism. Nor is there anything in the Psalms 

• Righteousness in judgment is emphasized, e.g., in the 
portraits of the king. 4:.' 72» (cf. ftS< s*"'- 0!H etc.). In 72^ 
S5'0- 11. 13 the word possibly means the ideal state of a well- 
ordered commonwealth, bringing peace and prosperity in its 
train (cf. Is 45S). 

♦ As was remarked above, pny (the adj.) does not appear to 
have this sense ; it refers to the inherent state or character of 
those who are in the right, whether it has been manifested 
by external providential acts or not. lib 1 *-* are hardly 
exceptions. 



that can properly be called self-righteousness or 
legalism in a Pharisaic sense, i.e. the Psalmists do 
not think of their good works as giving them an 
absolute title to justification. They do not (like 
Job) maintain their right against God— 'in thy 
sight shall no man living be in the right,' 143 2 — 
they are ever conscious of defect and sin cleaving 
to all they do ; and merely plead the steadfast 
direction of their will towards the ethical ideal as 
evidence of their fidelity to J". Righteousness, in 
fact, is a relative term, meaning in th" right on 
against some other, not absolute moral perfection 
in the sight of God. In 106* 1 , where a single good 
action is said to be 'counted' for righteousness, 
the word has doubtless a sense approaching to 
merit (cf. Gn 15*) ; but here the Pauline maxim 
has to be borne in mind that the ' reckoning ' of a 
reward is of grace, not of debt (Ro 4 4 ). It is a 
manifestation of grace on the part of J" that He 
■renders to a man according to his works (62"). 

This is not the place to examine the moral ideal 
of the Psalmists in detail (see Ethics) ; it is in all 
important features the common proj>erty of post- 
exilic Judaism, and it has its centre in the indi- 
vidual life. Only one point needs to be adverted 
to, in order to guard against a possible misconcep- 
tion. It is found that in connexion with the idea 
of righteousness considerable emphasis is laid on 
the humane virtues. In 1 12 4 ' righteous ' and ' mer- 
ciful ' occur together in the description of the God- 
fearing man ; in v." of the same Psalm charity to 
the poor is mentioned as a condition of righteous- 
ness ; in 37" 112°'" the righteous is characterized 
by willingness to lend and to give.* Now, it is a 
well-known fact that in later times righteousness 
acquired the special sense of mercy or even alms- 
giving (see below), and it might he supposed that 
in the passages just cited we have the first indica- 
tion of that important change of meaning. It is 
very doubtful if this view be correct. In reality, 
the phenomenon in question is little different from 
a feature we have already remarked in the pro- 
phetic conception of righteousness. To say that the 
righteous man is merciful, etc., is not the same 
thing as to identify righteousness and mercy ; all 
that is meant is that mercifulness is one feature of 
the ideal righteous character ; and any stress laid 
on such virtues in particular passages is amply 
explained by the prominence assigned to them in 
the moral code of Judaism. 

Some additional illustrations of the various kinds of human 
righteousness may here l>e given from the later writings of OT. 
—In Mai 3>» the two parties in the restored community are dis- 
tinguished as the ' righteous ' and the ' wicked ' respectively (as 
in Psalms).— In it 20 righteousness means justification through a 
return of prosperity ; as also Jl 2*> : ' the early rain in token of 
justification' intf}* 1 ?,— less probably, in just measure); Dn »** 
('everlasting righteousness').— In Is24»«262 PT* is a predicate of 
the nation of Israel ; in 2<P, perhaps of the theocratic party.— 
In 26 s the idea seems to be that when J" rouses Himself to the 
exercise of His Judicial functions, the inhabitants of the world 
will learn what true piety is.— Is 64*. Dn D"» express a sense of 
the worthlessness of the works of righteousness(nip~s)perfoniied 
by the people ; the consciousness of being in the right (often so 
powerful in the Psalms) cannot maintain itself in the face of pro- 
longed national misfortune. Dn »* (p?«) is a pcculiarcase : the 
cleansingof the sanctuary is considered as a jiutificat ion, a vindi- 
cation of its rights against the heathen who had profaned it. 

3. The Righteousness of God.— In the OT 
righteousness is never predicated of any other deity 
than J ", the God of Israel, t It appears to be regarded 

* The same combination is met with in Proverbs (cf. 12 10 21*» 
29?), and perhaps in Job (21)'*). 

t In Ps 58. 82 many commentators find the unfamiliar idea 
expressed that the government of the world ha« been delegated 
bv J" to inferior, semi-divine beings, the gods of the heathen. 
To the unrighteous judgment of these subordinate deities is 
ascrilied the perversion of right which prevails on earth. If 
this view were correct (which is doubtful), it would certainly 
show that righteousness was expected of all beings to whom 
Divine honours were paid ; but such a representation hardly 
conflicts with the statement made above. 
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not as a natural attribute inseparable from the 
very notion of Godhead, but as one which J" alone 
has proved Himself to possess in the positive reve- 
lation of Himself through the history of Israel (see 
Is 45 ,aa - ). The idea has its roots in the fundamental 
institutions of the Hebrew religion. From the 
time of Moses, J" was regarded as the fountain of 
right in Israel, the King and Judge of His people, 
dispensing justice continuously through His ac- 
credited representatives (Dt l 17 ).* The develop- 
ment of the idea is due chiefly to influences ema- 
nating from the prophets. It belongs to their view 
of J" as an ethical Person having an independent 
character of His own, in contrast with the gods of 
the heathen, who were conceived even by their 
worshippers as arbitrary and capricious "beings, 
subject to incalculable humours and swayed by 
self-interest. The righteousness of J" is the stead- 
fastness of His character, to be seen, first of all, in 
His inflexible determination to punish Israel for 
its sins (Is 28 17 etc.). It comes to light in the moral 
order of N the universe, which is just J" Himself 
I operating in history in a way that answers to the 
I sense of right which He has implanted in human 
nature. In Zeph 3* His moral rule is described as 
having the constancy and uniformity of the natural 
law that brings in the dawn : * J" is righteous in the 
midst of her ; he doeth no iniquity ; morning by 
morning he bringeth his judgment to light, 
nothing is missing' (cf. Hos 6* 'my judgment 
goeth forth as the light '). In a similar and nearly 
contemporary passage we read : * The Rock, his 
work is perfect, for all his ways are judgment ; a 
Ood of faithfulness and without iniquity ; righteous 
and upright is he ' (Dt 32*). 

This prophetic conception of the Divine righteous- 
ness receives a remarkable expansion in the hands 
of Deutero-Isaiah. The most suggestive passage 
is 45 ,9-al ' Not in secret have I spoken, in a place 
of the land of darkness ; I have not said to the 
seed of Jacob, Seek me in the waste. I, J", speak 
righteousness, proclaim uprightness ... A right- 
eous (Sod and a Saviour (reno* p-ix there is not 
except me' (cf. v. a 'righteousness is gone forth 
from my mouth,— a word that shall not return'; 
and 63 1 ' I that speak in righteousness, mighty to 
save'). Here two things are. to be noted: first, 
that righteousness is a feature not merely of J"'s 
judicial action, but of His whole manner of reveal- 
ing Himself in history ; and, secondly, that beyond 
the universal moral order of the world it embraces 
a redemptive purpose, which, however, is ultimately 
coextensive with the destiny of mankind. The 
fundamental thought would seem to be the trust- 
worthiness and self-consistency of J'"s character,— 
His being ever true to His own nature and purpose, 
—and along with that His straightforwardness in 
the revelation of that purpose to Israel. In the same 
profound ethical sense the words are used in 41 10 
42* 45 13 : the upholding of Israel, the election of the 
ideal servant, and the raising up of Cyrus, are all 
moments in one comprehensive purpose of salvation 
which J", in virtue of His righteousness, steadily 
pursues to its glorious issue.t Elsewhere than in 

4 An expressions of the righteous will of J", the precepts of 
the Law are sometimes spoken of as themselves ' righteous ' 
(Dt 4« Ps 19», an( i (ten in Ps 119). So in Dt 3810, and perhaps 
elsewhere (Ps 6» 119*° etc.), the righteousness of J" means that 
which He requires of man, or that which is prescribed in the 
Law. Some writers have thought it strange that this Ihvine 
attribute is nowhere mentioned in the Pent, in connexion with 
the Mosaic legislation, which, from one point of view, might 
seem the most signal exhibition of J'"s righteousness in the 
whole history of Israel. The explanation probably lies in the 
essentially prophetic character of the conception referred to in 
the te.-.t above. By the prophets the term is applied not to the 
legislative activity of J", but to His dealings in providence. 

t Cf. also 42 21 'J" was pleased, for his righteousness' sake, to 
magnify revelotion,' etc. Less significant, but still noteworthy, 
are 41» 439, where the terms are applied to predictions as verified 
by the event. 



Deutero-Isaiah, this precise sense of righteousness 
is rarely met with in OT (see Zee 8 8 , Neh 9 s , and 
those passages in the Psalms where righteousness 
is parallel to faithfulness). Its indirect influence, 
however, has been very great, as appears from the 
remarkable way in which the Psalmists emphasize 
the gracious aspect of the attribute (see below). 

The teaching of Deutero-Isaiah on this subject stands some- 
what apart from the rest of the OT, and represents a standpoint 
hardly reached by subsequent writers. Righteousness appears 
to be conceived as a moral attribute expressing what J'"s 
character is in itself, apart from His legal relations with men ; 
and it is difficult to trace a connexion between this view of 
righteousness and the commoner forensic conceptions about to 
be considered. Smend describes it as 1 die Zuverlossigkeit mit 
der er sich als der Heifer Israels beweist ' (Rel.-getch* 394 ; cf . 
1st ed. 421 ff.), and seems to derive it from the idea of J'"s being 
in the right in His controversy with Israel (see (a) below). 
Dalinan treats it simply as a manifestation of judicial righteous- 
ness on the part of God ((6) below). Were it not hazardous to 
depart from the forensic usage which is so prevalent in Hebrew, 
one might be tempted to suppose that we nave here to do with 
an independent development of the notion parallel to what is 
found in Arabic 

For the most part, however, the idea of Divine 
righteousness is based on legal analogies applied to 
the relation between J" on the one hand and Israel 
or mankind on the other. Here, again, there are 
two cases to be distinguished, (a) Not infrequently, 
in the prophets and elsewhere, J" appears as the 
plaintiff in a legal action, pressing His suit against 
Israel, and calling for the judgment of an ideal 
tribunal (Is l 18 43* Mic 6* etc.). When in this 
connexion the word ' righteous ' is employed of J", it 
denotes that He is in the right and His adversary 
in the wrong in the controversy between them. 
The adj. has this sense in the mouth of Pharaoh, 
Ex 9 s7 ('J" is in the right,' etc.). It is so used also 
in the following passages, where the righteousness 
of J" is acknowledged in the punishment of Israel's 
sin : La 1» Ezr 9' 8 , "Neh 9 s * 2 Ch 12 8 , Dn 9 14 . 
Similarly, njjiy in Dn 9 7 - 18 , rr\p-\* in 1 S 12 7 , Mic 6 8 ; * 
and the verb in Ps5] 8 (' that thou mayest be in the 
right in thy sentence '). By an extension of meaning 
parallel to what we have already noted in the 
secular sphere, this sense of righteousness might 
readily pass over into that of ethical perfection ; 
and there are a few instances where the word is 
possibly to be so understood ; cf. again Zeph 3 4 , 
Dt 32*, Zee 8 8 ; also Neh 9", Ps 145 7 etc. 

(6) The prevalent conception of the OT is that in 
which J" is represented not as one of the parties in 
a lawsuit, but as the supreme Judge, who sits 
enthroned above the confusion and strife of the 
world, and dispenses absolute justice in the end to 
all His creatures. Righteousness, accordingly, is 
pre-eminently the judicial attribute of God ; it is 
that which pertains to Him as ' the Judge of all 
the earth ' (On 18 - -*). J" is a righteous Judge 
(Jer 1 1"°, Ps 7") ; judges the world in righteousness 
(Ps 9 s 96 13 98») ; He sits 011 a throne judging right- 
eousness (9 4 ) ; righteousness is the foundation of 
His throne (89 14 97*) : cf. 1 1 7 36" 48 10 50 8 71"» 97" 1 1 1 3 
etc. Hence the word may lie expected to have the 
Mime range of meaning as the ordinary OT concep- 
tion of judicial righteousness, which we have seen 
to be u somewhat wider idea than its modern 
equivalent, (a) It includes of course, first of all, 
the cardinal virtues of the judge : e.g. love of 
right (Jer 9°, Ps ll 7 33* 99 4 ) ; rigorous impartiality 
in the distribution of pnnishmtnt or reward (Job 8 s 
36 3 S7 23 ) ; and unerring recognition of men's true 
moral condition (Jer 11'*° 20 ls , Ps 7 9 ; cf. Is 11 s of 
the Messiah). t Its action is naturally two-sided : 

• rfp-iy in Jg 6", Ps 117 lose ig probably different (= mani- 
festations of judicial righteousness, in a sense favourable to 
Israel). 

t ' Die gottliche Zedakah ist dielenige Gesinnung, welche in 
ihrer Bethiitigung den wahren, d. i. sittlichen werth oder 
Unwerth einer Personlichkeit (oder einer Gemeinschaft) in 
absolut richtiger Weise antrkennt ' (Diestel, JDTIi, 1861). 
p. 179). 
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towards the wicked it is vengeance (Jer ll* 20", 
Is 59 18 '-, Ps 129* etc.), while for the righteous it 
means vindication and deliverance ; and usually 
the two sides of the idea will be displayed in the 
same act of judgment, the deliverance of the 
righteous being effected through the destruction 
of the wicked. (/3) But frequently the second is so 
emphasized that the other is almost or quite left 
out of view ; and this tendency is so pronounced 
as almost to bring about a transformation of the 
whole idea of Divine righteousness. Thus in virtue 
of His righteousness J" establishes the righteous 
(Ps 7"), and pleads the cause of His people (Mic 7*) ; 
He answers their prayer by terrible things in 
righteousness (Ps 65*), etc. So in the many places 
where the righteousness of God is referred to as an 
object of praise (Ps 7" 22" 35 a 40 10 51 18 71 1W - 1B 89" 
145 7 ), it is not the abstract justice of J'"s dealings 
that calls forth adoration, but His proved readiness 
to help and bless His people. This aspect of right- 
eousness may be defined as the justifying activity 
of God. (y) Once more, the name righteousness is 
given to the act of justification in which the Divine 
attribute is manifested, and to its external conse- 
quences as seen in the lot of the justified. In other 
words, righteousness is synonymous with salvation 
(Is 46 13 51 8 - 6 - 8 59 18 '-, Ps 40'* 51 18 71 18 '- 98 s etc.). 
This objective righteousness is spoken of indiffer- 
ently as that of God the Justilier, or of men the 
justified * (cf. Ps 111 3 with 112 3 , and see the passages 
cited above amongst the illustrations of human 
righteousness). It should be added that in many 
cases the context hardly determines whether it be 
the subjective attribute in the Divine mind or the 
outward embodiment of it in providence which is 
to be understood. 

It is evident that the OT writers know nothing 
of the sharp contrast often drawn by theologians 
between the righteousness and the mercy of God. 
Righteousness and saving activity, so far from 
being opposed to each other, are harmonious prin- 
ciples of action in the Divine nature ; J" is a right- 
eous God and a Saviour (Is 45 2 '). Accordingly, the 
Psalmists constantly appeal to the righteousness 
of God, not only for judgment (22 33 35-*), but for 
deliverance (31 1 71 s1 143 11 ), for quickening (5 8 ), for 
the answer to prayer (143 1 ), etc. Again, right- 
eousness is frequently associated with other attri- 
butes expressing the gracious attitude of J" to His 
people, e.g. mercy or grace (ipn Ps 36 8 - 10 89 u 103" 
145"), faithfulness (nrtt, n;«5K Zee 8 8 , Ps 36 s 40 10 
88 ia 89 r4 96 13 119 137 - 1M 143'), commission (j«n 116 s ), 
goodness (145 7 ), etc. These parallelisms are not to 
be pressed so far as to identify righteousness with 
grace or faithfulness ; all that is implied is that in 
.J"'s providential action various attributes meet, so 
that the same act may from different points of 
view be regarded as an exercise of righteousness, 
or of faithfulness, or of mercy. Still they suffice 
to show that in the mind of the writers there was 
no sense of opposition between righteousness and 
grace in God. How far their idea is from mere 
retributive justice, — the constans ct perpctun 
voluntas suum cuique tribuendi, — appears with 
almost startling force from the singular wish of 
Ps 69" that the wicked may not come into J'"s 
righteousness (i.e. have no share in His justifying 
activity), or the not less remarkable prayer of 
143'- 2 'Answer me in thy righteousness. And 
enter not into judgment with thy servant : for in 
thy sight shall none living be in the right.' t Nay 

• ' Gottes Qerechtigkeit hat einen roehrursochlichcn.aktiven, 
die menschliche einen mehr sekundaren und receptiven Char- 
akter, Jene 1st eine Kraft, diese ein Zustand' (Duhm on Ps 112). 

t Here ' enter into judgment ' apparently means to appear as 
the accuser in a legal process (Wellhausen). The Psalmist does 
not shrink from the judgment of God, in which His 
is operative, hut only from a controversy with the Almighty, 
like that in which Job so recklessly engaged. 



more, the principle of retribution is in Ps 62 1 * 
expressly deduced not from the righteousness of 
God, but from His grace : 4 to thee belongcth. 
grace : for thou requitest each man according to 
his works ' ; here the meaning must be that it is 
an act of condescending grace on the part of God 
to take cognizance of the differences in human 
conduct. 

On the other hand, however, these examples 
do not justify certain extreme theories that have 
sometimes been built upon them. They do not, 
e.g., warrant the definition of righteousness as 
God's fidelity to the Covenant (Kautzsch, Kiehm, 
etc.). No doubt, faithfulness to covenant obliga- 
tions is a part of the ethical righteousness of J" 
when once a covenant has been established ; but 
there is nothing to suggest that the attribute comes 
into play only with the covenant relation, or tha* 
its sphere of exercise is confined to the maintenance 
of the Covenant with Israel. Again, it is a. 
exaggeration to deny that retribution is an ele 
ment of the Divine righteousness. This has been 
done by Diestel and Kitschl, who hold that the 
righteousness of God has a positive reference only 
to the purpose of salvation, and that retribution 
has merely an accidental connexion with it in so 
far as the punishment of the wicked may be neces- 
sary for the establishing of the righteous. The 
distinction here attempted to be drawn is illusory. 
The punishment of sin is directly connected with 
the Divine righteousness in such passages as Is 5 >s 
10=° 28", Ps 7" 50 8 , 1 K 8 s2 etc.; and if this does 
not more frequently occur, the reasonable explana- 
tion is that the matter was too self-evident to 
require to be insisted on. But the mistake of both 
these theories, as of others that might be men- 
tioned, is that they tend to dissociate an OT idea 
from the historic institutions in which it was 
incorporated in Hebrew thought, and try to recon- 
struct it on the unsafe foundation of an abstract 
definition. The language of the OT is not scho- 
lastic but practical ; its writers do not analyze and 
exj>ound ideas, but express in vivid popular speech 
the spiritual truths by which their religious life 
was sustained. That the Divine righteousness M as 
mainly conceived by them as a judicial attribute 
is beyond dispute, and they must be presumed to 
include under it all that the term would imply if 
used of a human iudge, — the punishment or the 
guilty as well as the vindication of the innocent. 
The prominence which is given to the latter aspect 
of the notion is certainly a fact of the utmost 
significance for theology, but it involves no de- 
parture from the analogy of secular justice as 
administered in ancient Israel. If it be considered 
that the Psalmists and other writers were accus- 
tomed to look on a judge as the natural protector 
and patron of the oppressed, and, further, that they 
were always confident in the substantial justice 
of their own cause before God, there need be no 
difficulty in recognizing the essentially judicial 
character of their conception of the Divine right- 
eousness, although to their minds it presents on 
the whole the aspect of grace. 

Another point may be referred to. The OT 
does not appear to teach a justification of sinners 
as such. In Protestant theology, according to 
Kitschl, justification is a synthetic judgment of 
God, expressing, that is, His resolve, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ, to treat as righteous those who 
have no righteousness in themselves. Assuming 
that to be a correct statement of the evangelical 
doctrine, we have merely to observe that the OT 
does not proceed quite so far. It rather leads us 
to think of justification as an analytic judgment, 
a declaration of righteousness by God in favour of 
such as are inherently in the right. Those who 
are justified are, in fact, sinful men, — though 
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never, of course, 'wicked' (dt^j), — but still, in 
the relative sense in which the word is used, they 
are the ' righteous ' ; and it is qud righteous, not 

Sud sinners, that ihey are objects of the justifying 
ecree of God. It is true that in the actual ex- 
perience of OT believers this order of ideas is 
generally reversed. The consciousness of being in 
the right is seldom strong enough to be long main- 
tained in the absence of the outward marks of 
God's approval in the shape of temporal good 
fortune ; the case of dob is quite exceptional. 
The external justification, therefore, as a rule 
comes first in the thought of OT writers ; and from 
it they derive the assurance that they are in- 
herently righteous before God. And as the with- 
drawal of outward prosperity is a proof of sin in 
the righteous, so the act of juBtilication is equiva- 
lent to the pardon of sin ; cf. Job 33*, where the 
conversion ot a sinner under the chastening hand 
of the Almighty is said to be followed by the 
restoration of his righteousness. Thus the teach- 
ing of the OT may be said to culminate in the 
thought of righteousness as a gift of God, an idea 
appearing most clearly perhaps in Ps 24 s OtP, Is 
40'* 51** " 56 1 . In these passages we find the 
nearest approximation to what we mean by 1 im- 
puted ' righteousness. The idea of the righteous- 
ness of one person being imputed to another is, it 
need hardly be said, entirely foreign to the OT. 

In late Hebrew the word npis underwent a remarkable 
change ot meaning, tor a full account of which the reader is 
referred to the valuable treatise ot Dalman cited below (under 
Literature). A few points may here be noted. 

(1) In the sphere of privute morals npvt became almost 
equivalent to the OT 1OT ; i.e. it denoted any exercise of 
benevolence which goes beyond a man's legal obligations. 
Obviously, this is a development of the humanitarian aspect of 
the idea which we have seen to be prominent in the prophets 
and the Hagiographa, and it reaches its climax in the sense of 
aliiugicing (see Mt o 1 ). Dalman considers that the word had 
this sense in the Aramaic dialect before its adoption by the 
Jews, but this is hardly proved by the examples he adduces 
(p. la). It is not necessary to take the original np/iy in Dn 4 M 
as anything else than right living ; and the occurrence of the 
later sense in the Targ. (Gn lb'") is no sure evidence of an 
independent Aramaic development. It seems more natural to 
suppose that the usage of the Targ. registers a change which 
the idea bad undergone in the religious thought of later 
Judaism. 

(2) In the Judicial sphere npts has ceased to be a properly 
Judicial attribute. It is a consideration which comes in to 
moderate the operation of strict Justice (|'"i), so that the ques- 
tion is actually raised, and answered with much ingenuity, 
how, in accordance with OT injunctions, npvt is to be exercised 
in Judgment.* This, of course, applies equally to the Divine 
righteousness and to that of a human Judge. Here, again, we 
have the one-sided exaggeration of a single element in the 
old Hebrew notion of judicial righteousness. Originally it 
included both the exercise of impartial justice and a readiness 
to espouse the cause of the oppressed. Eventually — partly 
through the parallel development in the sphere of private 
morals, and partly, as Dalman observes (p. 18), from a more 
developed sense of formal right— the two ideas proved to be 
incompatible, and the name npis was appropriated to that 
which, strictly speaking, " has nothing to do with a judge's 
functions at all. 

The question arises, To what time can these changes, or the 
beginnings of them, be traced back ? Here the evidence of the 
LAX is of im|>ortance. Where the reference is to righteous- 
ness manifested by God to man, npix is not infrequently 
rendered by iAmuMvxi (Dt 6» 24", Ps 24 (23) » 33 (32)8 103 
(102) 8 , is 1*7 2S" 69»«, Dn 918) r t>.u* (Is 661). For human 
righteousness we have only iXut in Ezk 18*- 2* &n d iXirj**rittut 
(-alms) in Dn 4**. On the other hand, avnu&w6m stands for npn 
in Gn 19J» 20" 21» 24" 3210, Ex 1513 347, p r 20», Is 637. These 
tacts indicate a tendency to confuse the ideas of npix and ion, 
though they do not show it to be far advanced ; something 
must be allowed for the difficulty of rendering in another 
language the peculiar shades ot meaning assumed by the 
Hebrew term. — In the original Hebrew of Ben Sira, the later 
sense of nptx appears (3" 3!*> (cf. Pr 16«] 7" 4017), alongside 
of the more general OT sense (128 1514 4413 51M) : 90me passages 
are ambiguous (40 s * etc.).— Since the OT probably contains 



* Some of Dolman's illustrations are very striking (p. & f.). 
E.g. it is said that a judge exercises ' righteousness when he 
pays out of his own pocket the fine he has imposed on a poor 
wan. 
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writings of more recent date than the Greek translation ot 
the Pent., or even the age of Ben Sira (c. 200 B.C.), it would 
not be surprising if in some parts of the Canon the idea of 
righteousness were found to nave undergone the transforma- 
tions just described. Yet, as has been already said, it is 
doubtful it this is the case. The OT emphasizes humanity 
or mercy as on element in the ethical ideal ; but it is this 
ethical ideal itself, and not any particular virtue, which is 
described by the term righteousness. So again in the admini- 
stration of justice : righteousness, with whatever latitude of 
meaning, is always an attribute proper to the judge, never a 
foreign influence brought in to modify judicial action. There 
is no foundation in OT for the rabbinical maxim, ' Where Judg- 
ment is there is no room for .ipix, and where .ipis is there is 
no judgment ' (Dalman, p. 6). 

* Literature. — Diestel, 'Die Idee der Gerechtigkeit, vorzfig- 
lich im AT" (JDTh, 1860, 173-253) ; Ortloph, * Ueber den Begriff 
von p"Vf und den wurzelverwandten wortcrn im 2ten Theil 
des Pr. Jet.' (Zeittchr. fur die get. luth. Th. u. K. 1S60, 401- 
426); Kautzach, Ueber die Dericate det Stammet pis, etc. 
(1881); Orelli, 'Einige ATliche Pramisse zur NT Versohnungs- 
lehre : II. Die Gerechtigkeit Gottes ' (Zttehr. fur Kirehl. Wum. 
u. K. Leben, 1884, 73 ft.) ; Kocnig, 1 Essai sur revolution de 
l'ideede justice chez les prophetes Hebreux ' (Annalrt du Mutee 
Guimet, 1894, 121-148); Dalman, Die richterliche (JerechtigkeU 
im AT (18»7> 

The OT Theologies of Oehler* (1891), 1761T., 28511. ; 8chultz4 
(1889), 420 ff., 640 ft. ; Riehm (1880), 270 ft., 283 ft. ; Dillmann 
(1>95), 270ff.. 435f.; Bennett (1896), 103, 173; Marti, Getchichte 
der ltrael. Religion (1897), 134 ff., 170; Smend, Lehrbuch der 
AT Religioniaetch.l (1893), 410-423, «(1899), 388-394 (the best 
statement); Kitschl, Rtchtfertigung u. Yer»6hnung », ii. 102ff., 
265 ff. ; G. A. 8mith, I$aiah (Ex |kwi tor's Bible), ii. (1800) 214 ff.; 
W. K. Smith, Prophet**, 71 f., 389. J. SKINNEK. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS IN NT.— The words denoting 
' righteous ' and 1 righteousness ' in NT, SUaiot and 
binaioovvq, primarily signify what is conformable 
to an ideal or standard, agreement with what 
ought to be. These terms naturally take their 
colour from the system of morals in connexion 
with which they are used. Righteousness will be 
a very noble or a very commonplace virtue, accord- 
ing to the standards by which men measure char- 
acter and conduct. Accordingly we find that, in 
profane Greek, righteousness is chiefly a social 
virtue. Usage and custom prescribe the standard 
of righteousness and measure its elevation. In 
NT, however, righteousness is, above all things, a 
religious word ; it is Tightness according to the 
Divine standard ; it is conformity to the will and 
nature of God Himself. Since, therefore, the 
character of God is conceived in NT teaching as 
absolute moral perfection, righteousness in men 
becomes a name for that disposition and method 
of life which accord with God's holy will ; in 
short, righteousness is Godlikeness. 

The adjective 8Umoi occurs with nearly equal 
frequency in the Synoptic Gospels and in the 
Pauline Epistles. The noun SiKaioovvt) occurs seven 
times in Matthew, once in Luke, and not at all in 
.Mark, and is more frequently used by St. Paul 
than by all the other NT writers combined. In 
studying the NT concept of righteousness it will 
be convenient to begin with the Synoptic Gospels, 
with special reference to the teaching of Jesus, 
then to consider the Pauline usage, and finally to 
notice that of other NT writers. We shall thus 
be led to a general estimate of the NT doctrine. 

(A) Righteousness in the Synoptic Gospels. 
— We may here take as our starting-point that 
saying of Jesus to His disciples : ' Except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no wise enter 
into the kingdom of heaven' (Mt 5' M ). The 
righteousness which He required was in some 
essential respect higher than that which was 
current in the life and ideals of the Jewish people 
of His time. We must therefore briefly describe 
the popular Jewish idea of righteousness. That 
idea grew out of the current conception of God 
and of His revelation. Righteousness was thought 
to consist in obedience to commandments, and the 
nature of the Divine commands was viewed quite 
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superficially. The rich young man who came to 
Jesus asking what he should do to inherit eternal 
life, is an illustration of the view which the Jews 
took of the commandments (Mt 19 18,r ). He said 
that he had kept them all. His conception 
evidently was that to refrain from the outward 
sins which they forbade — stealing, lying, Sabbath- 
breaking, and the like — was to keep the command- 
ments. Only a superficial conception of the im- 
port and bearing of the commandments could have 
permitted him to make the claim that he had kept 
them all from his youth. The same faulty notion 
of uie real moral requirements of the law lay at 
the root of the pride and self- righteousness of the 
Pharisees. They were able to think themselves 
righteous onlv because they measured themselves 
by an imperfect standard, an inadequate idea of 
the high demands which the law made upon the 
inner life. Religion was conceived as a legal 
affair, and therefore righteousness consisted prima- 
rily in the observance of all the rites and cere- 
monies prescribed in the law, and in refraining 
from all the acts which the law forbade. 

Righteousness was thus placed too much in 
externals and too little in the state of the heart. 
It exaggerated the ritual features of religion, and 
overlooked its deeper spiritual requirements upon 
conduct and life. Either of two results might 
flow from this externalism in religion — results 
which would be equally detrimental to a healthy 
religious life. On the one hand, if one supposed 
himself to have done all that was required, he 
would easily fall a prey to spiritual pride, for had 
he not achieved this lofty height of goodness by 
his own exertions? On the other hand, if a man 
felt that he had failed to do the Divine will and 
to win acceptance with God, he would naturally 
become hopeless and despondent. We accordingly 
find that the religious life of the Jewish people, to 
a great extent, oscillated between self-righteous- 
ness and despair. Jesus must therefore have 
demanded something vastly superior to this ob- 
servance of ritual, this conformity to command- 
ments and prohibitions, when He said, ' Seek ye 
first God's kingdom and righteousness' (Mt 6"). 
What then is that true righteousness, that SiKtwoo-i)^ 
0(oD, which Christ requires and fosters in the lives 
of His disciples? This question can best be 
answered by appeal to the Sermon on the Mount, 
a collection of the sayings of Jesus, some of which 
were uttered on various occasions. They are 
grouped together as illustrating chiefly the nature 
and demands of ' God's kingdom and righteous- 
ness.' In the 'beatitudes are described the 
qualities which fit men for the kingdom of God— 
the characteristics which constitute true righteous- 
ness. They are such as spiritual poverty, a sense 
of one's weakness and sin ; meekness, merciful- 
ness, purity, and peacemaking. They are quali- 
ties which stand opposed to pride, presumption, 
and selfishness. They are, above all, qualities of 
the inner life. They describe what a man is in 
the secret springs of his motives and dispositions 
(MtS»*»). 

The true righteousness is a heroic virtue. It is 
founded in strong convictions of truth and duty, 
and iB willing to suffer, if need be, for the truth (Mt 
5IU-1S) 1^ truly righteous, the sons of the king- 
dom, have a saving, illuminating: power. They are 
the world's 'salt' and 'light.' They preserve the 
world from moral corruption, and they shed abroad 
upon men the light of love ana helpfulness 
(Mt 5 ,s " 18 ). Again, the true righteousness is not 
a destructive, but a constructive principle. The 
righteousness of Christ's kingdom will not break 
with the past. It will conserve all that was true 
and good in OT religion, and build upon it. It 
requires that the earlier and imperfect system of 



Judaism should not be rejected, but fulfilled. Its 
true ideal content is to be developed out of the 
limited and provisional form in which it had been 
apprehended in earlier times, into its destined 
universality and spirituality. The Divine law 
which has been revealed is to be observed and 
taught in its essential spiritual content, and not 
merely in its outer form, and thus the righteous- 
ness of the sons of the kingdom will ' exceed the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees' (Mt 
5"-*). 

Then follow several illustrations of the true 
righteousness. The law prohibiting murder had 
commonly been taken merely as a prohibition of 
an overt act. Not to kill another was to obey it. 
But Jesus places right and wrong, not in overt 
acts, but in inner motives. He who cherishes 
murder and hate — the passions from which murder 
springs — is, morally speaking, a murderer. From 
hate murder would spring were there no outward 
constraint preventing it. But he who would com- 
mit an overt act of sin but for an outward re- 
straint, has really committed it in his heart 
already (Mt 5 al "'-*). The same principle holds 
good respecting sensual passion. The impure 
thought, the carnal desire, is itself, in God's sight, 
the act of adultery. Every effort must be made, 
every necessary self-denial endured, by those who 
would be truly righteous, to break the power of 
evil thought and to exclude impurity from the 
heart (Mt a 87 ""). 

Three further illustrations are given. The first 
concerns truthfulness. The Jews had been 
accustomed to make a fictitious distinction be- 
tween oaths taken in J"'s name, which they had 
regarded as sacred, and other oaths, which they 
had felt at liberty to violate. Jesus discounten- 
ances not only this false distinction, but all such 
profane appeals to sacred names or objects. Those 
who confirm their assertions and promises by such 
oaths thereby betray the fact that their simple 
word is not regarded as binding, and thus show 
themselves not to be really truthful. The simple 
assertion should be enough. The honest man's 
word is as good as his most solemn oath. Be 
absolutely truthful, says Jesus, and the meaning 
and occasion of these irreverent oaths in common 
use will completely disappear (Mt 5 B-57 ). The 
next illustration respects revenge. The OT civil 
law of retaliation— which, at best, was a rude 
kind of justice incident to an undeveloped ethical 
code — was commonly construed as a permission to 
take private revenge. This disposition to do the 
offender an injury like that which he has done, 
Jesus discountenances. Better sutler injustice, 
He says, than resort to revenge, which springs 
from hate, and is wholly incompatible with love 
(Mt a 38 '* 2 ). The third illustration deals with the 
contrast of love and hate. From the OT maxim, 
'Thou shalt love thy neighbour,' many had 
drawn the inference, 'Thou shalt hate thine 
enemy.' Then, by making 'neighbour' mean 
'friend,' it was easy to find in the maxim a justifi- 
cation for hatred towards personal enemies. This 
inference Jesus utterly repudiates. The right- 
eousness of the kingdom requires that we should 
love all men ; that we should seek the good even 
of our enemies. We may not hate even those who 
injure us. The gospel has no place for hatred, 
because it is essentially un-Godlike. God hates no 
one ; He blesses all, even the wicked. So must 
the man do who possesses God's righteousness. 
Love is the essential principle of moral perfection, 
and hatred is the opposite of love. This love 
which finds its perfect exemplification in the 
character and action of God is the law of the 
Christian life. The Christian ideal is complete- 
ness of love ; conformity to the moral complete- 
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neae of God's own perfectly loving character (Mt 
6*-*). 

The next group of passages illustrates how men 
are to ' do their righteousness.' The first illustra- 
tion is drawn from alms-giving. Beneficence is 
not to be ostentatious. Those who give alms to 
be seen of men must do so from selfish motives. 
They, indeed, obtain their appropriate reward, 
but it is not the Divine approval (Mt 6 1 ' 4 ). The 
next example is prayer. A false righteousness 
leads men to perform their devotions in public 
that they may create the impression that they are 
nn usually pious. The true inner righteousness 
dictates that men pray in secret. Nor is prayer 
to be based on the idea that God is a reluctant 
Giver whose favour is to be won by the wearisome 
re|>etition of the same wish or cry. God is, on the 
contrary, a willing Giver who knows all our 
wants in advance, and only desires that we be 
willing to receive His mercies. A simple sincere 
request is therefore enough. Then follows the 
model prayer illustrating the true spirit, as well 
as the simple form of prayer (Mt 6 8 " 14 ). Jesus 
then ! shows that fasting performed with a mere 
semblance of humility and sorrow is no part of 
true righteousness, but that it may be such when 
practised unostentatiously from real inward con- 
trition (Mt 6'*' 18 ). Then follows a series of 
striking contrasts between the worldly and selfish 
spirit and supreme concern for the spiritual life. 
'Ihe latter must be placed first, and must sub- 
ordinate to itself all other interests. Every life 
must have one main direction. There can be but 
one supreme choice. That should be made central 
in life which is truly central. Other things, so far 
as needful, God will supply. Seek, then, first His 
kingdom, and His righteousness ; and all those 
things shall be added unto you (Mt 6 19 - 34 ). 

It is not necessary for our present purpose to 
follow this series of sayings further. It illustrates, 
better than isolated uses of the words ' righteous ' 
and ' righteousness ' could do, the real content of 
Jesus' doctrine of righteousness as the Synoptic 
tradition has preserved it. It does not, indeed, 
yield us any formal definition of righteousness, 
but it shows us what righteousness is by exhibiting 
its characteristics and by showing how it expresses 
itself in human conduct. It leaves no doubt that 
the righteousness of the kingdom is essentially 
Godlike character. If it is not precisely identical 
with love, it is, at any rate, absolutely inseparable 
from it. Love is the completeness (t<\«6tt^) of 
God, and the completeness of character in men 
consists in love. Righteousness appears to be con- 
ceived of as the different kinds of right action which 
have their spring in love. Righteousness is never 
presented in our sources as a mere judicial prin- 
ciple in contrast to mercy or grace. It is right 
conduct and right character, both of which are 
grounded in love. Nor does the word bear the 
semi-formal sense in which we shall find it em- 
ployed by St. Paul. It is not thought of under 
the form of a status or relation ; it is used rather 
in the simple ethical sense, to include the qualities 
of a character which is acceptable to God. 

[B) Righteousness in the Writings of St. 
Paul. — In several instances the phrase tiKaioavni) 
OtoQ is used to denote an attribute of God. In Ro 3 s 
St. Paul asks the rhetorical question : * But if our 
unrighteousness commendeth the righteousness of 
God, what shall we say ? ' The context shows that 
the ' righteousness of God ' here means essentially 
the same as the faithfulness or truthfulness of 
God (cf. vv. 8 - *). His righteousness is His faithful- 
ness to His own nature and promises. If men are 
untrue to Him, their falseness will but set His 
righteousness in the stronger relief. Again, in 
3*- *• St. Paul speaks of the frffei&f rijt SiKauxrvrris 



afrrov which God has made in the death of Christ, 
and which should prevent men from supposing 
that because God treated leniently the sins or men in 
past t imes, He is indifferent to sin or lightly regards 
it. Here, then, bmaioovvq 0eoO must denote that 
self-respecting quality of holiness in God, that 
reaction of His nature against sin, which must find 
expression in condemnation of it. Righteousness 
in this sense is the reaction of God's holy nature 
against sin which expresses itself in the Divine 
wrath (dpyi] 0eoO). 

In the prevailing use of the word by St. Paul, 
however, righteousness means the state of accept- 
ance with God into which one enters by faith. This 
is its meaning in Ro 1" ' For therein (in the gospel) 
is revealed a righteousness of God by faith unto 
faith ; as it is written, But the righteous shall 
live by faith ' ; also in Ro 3- 1, M ' But now apart 
from the law a righteousness of God hath been 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the pro- 
phets ; even the righteousness of God through faith 
in Jesus Christ unto all them that believe.' We 
cannot accept the view of some, that in these pas- 
sages also ' the righteousness of God ' refers to the 
character of God, although we grant that between 
the idea of righteousness as an attribute of God and 
righteousness as a gift of God, a state of acceptance 
with God into which God introduces one, there is 
an essential connexion (cf. Sanday-Headlam on 
Ro 1"). The righteousness which God confers has 
its ground in the righteousness of God. The state 
of acceptance into which the believer is represented 
as inducted is a state of fellowship and harmony 
with God. The conditions of being accounted 
righteous are such as God's perfect character pre- 
scribes. These conditions may be summed up in 
the word faith. Now faith is, in St. Paul's view, 
a personal relation with God mediated through 
Christ. It involves by its very nature spiritual 
union with God, obedience to His will, and increas- 
ing likeness of character to Him. There is thus a 
close connexion between the righteous character of 
God and the righteous status which He reckons as 
belonging to telievers on condition of faith. But, 
formally considered, they are quite different. 

The meaning of ducaion/to; now under considera- 
tion explains the meaning of justification [SiKatuxrn), 
and of the reckoning of faith for righteousness 
(Ro 4). To justify means in Pauline phraseology, 
to regard and treat one as righteous ; to confer the 
gift of righteousness : in other words, to declare 
one accepted with God. This judgment of justifica- 
tion God pronounces upon condition of faith. The 
phrase 'to reckon faith for righteousness' is a 
periphrasis for ' to justify.' To declare righteous 
upon condition of faith, means the same as to 
reckon faith for righteousness. In both cases the 
meaning, expressed in a somewhat formal and legal 
way, is simply this: that faith is the necessary con- 
dition of a gracious salvation. Salvation is a free 
gift : faith is its humble and thankful acceptance. 
St. Paul is fond of conceiving this process of salvation 
in forensic forms of thought, and of interpreting^ it 
by judicial analogies. 1 his tendency is due to his 
OT and Rabbinic training. None the less does he 
lay stress upon its ethical and spiritual significance. 
If justification is a ' forensic act,' there corresponds 
to it and is involved in it a spiritual renewal. If 
righteousness is a gift or a state, it is also a 
character. It is an inward state as well as an 
outward one. It would be a great mistake to repre- 
sent St. Paul's doctrine of salvation as predomi- 
nantly legal or forensic. He has indeed brought 
over from his Jewish training the legal conception 
of righteousness as an acquittal before God and of 
justification as the decree of acquittal, but his 
intensely ethical principles of grace and faith pnt 
quite a different content into these thought-forms 
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from what they have in Jewish theology. Essen- 
tially, St. Paul is far more of a mystic than of a 
legalist, though he still speaks, to some extent, the 
language of legalism in which he bad been born 
and trained. Cf. Thackeray, Relation of St. Paul 
to Contemporary Jewish Thought, 87 ff. 
_ The question arises : If faith is reckoned for 
righteousness, is it because faith is synonymous 
w ah righteousness or a substitute for it ? Faith is 
not righteousness in the sense of being so inherently 
excellent that it may be regarded as equivalent to 
righteousness. The power and value of faith are 
in its object. Faith is great because it allies man 
with God. Faith is union with Christ, and this 
union involves and guarantees increasing Christ- 
likeness, and Christhkeness is righteousness. The 
imputation of faith for righteousness involves a 
gracious treatment of man on the part of God ; it 
is an anticipatory declaration of what the grace of 
God will increasingly realize in those who in faith 
open their lives to the power of the Divine life. 
Justification means an entire forgiveness and an 
increasing attainment of righteousness. 

(C) Righteousness in the Johannine Writ- 
ings. — In one passage only in the Fourth Gospel 
is the word SIkcuoi applied to God : 1 righteous 
Father, the world knew thee not, but I knew 
thee ' (17 26 ). The idea of God's righteousness here 
appears to be that it is the quality which prevents 
Him from passing the same judgment upon Christ's 
disciples which He passes upon the sinful world. 
Upon this equitableneas of God, Jesus bases His con- 
fidence in asking that special blessings be conferred 
upon His disciples. The thought is similar in 17 11 , 
where the Father is designated as iyiot. As the 
One who is absolutely good, — wholly separate from 
all that is sinful and wrong, — God is besought to 
guard from evil those v>honi He has given to His 
Son. In both these cases the righteousness or 
holiness of God is conceived of, not as a forensic 
or retributive quality, but as God*s own moral 
self - consistency, His faithfulness to His own 
equity. 

In 1 Jn (1 B 2 s9 ) God is described as SIkcuos, and, in 
both cases, in a sense closely akin to that which 
we have found in the Gospel. ' If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and righteous (xiorbt koX SUatos) 
to forgive us our sins' (1"). The correlation of the 
word dUatos with the word tictos, as well as the 
entire context, shows that righteousness here is 
that quality of God which would certainly lead 
Him to forgive those who ijepent. It would be 
inconsistent in God — contrary alike to His pro- 
mises and to His nature — not to forgive the peni- 
tent, and to exert upon his life the purifying in- 
fluences of His grace. In the remaining passage 
(2 2 »), the term ' righteous ' has a broader meaning, 
and designates the moral perfection of God in 
general, as the type and ideal of all goodness in 
man : ' If ye know that he (God) is righteous, ye 
know that every one also that doeth righteousness 
is begotten of him.' Since God is essentially 
righteous, those who are begotten of Him must 
also be righteous. A similar thought is presented 
in 3 7 , but in the reverse order : ' He that doeth 
righteousness is righteous, even as he (Christ) is 
righteous.' As against the Gnostic over-emphasis 
of knowledge, the apostle insists that the mere 
intellectual possession of truth is not enough. 
Truth, or righteousness, is not merely something 
to be known, but something to be done (l 8 3'-' 1 ). 
The man is righteous who walks in the truth as 
his native element (2 Jn *, 3 Jn 3 - *) ; in whom 
the truth dwells, controlling and guiding him (Jn 
8**, 1 Jn 2 4 ) ; who belongs to the truth and draws 
from it the strength and inspiration of his life 
(Jn 18 37 , 1 Jn 2 21 3 19 ). Doctrine and life are in- 
separable. 



(D) Righteousness in other NT Writings.-* 
There is nothing characteristically different in the 
conception of righteousness in the minor types of 
NT teaching from what we have already found. 
The word is almost always used in the practical, 
religious sense of the good life which Christ in 
the gospel requires and imparts. Both James and 
Hebrews allude to righteousness in the sense of a 
gift of God on condition of faith (Ja 2°, He ll 7 ), 
but both these Epistles generally speak of it as 
that good life which the Christian loves and seeks. 
In the Petrine Epistles righteousness is the holy 
life in contrast to sin, as in 1 P 2- 4 ' that we, hav- 
ing died unto sins, might live unto righteousness.' 
In Revelation righteousness is predicated of the 
judgment (19 n , cf. 15 4 ), and is said to be 'done' 
(cf. 1 Jn) by those who are righteous in the world 
to come (22* n ). 

From this sketch it appears that the NT presents 
the idea of righteousness mainly in two ways : ( 1 ) 
as a quality of God's nature and action, and (2) as 
the character which God requires of man. The 
first of these ideas is the logical basis of the second. 
What God requires is grounded in what God is. 
What, now, is the actual content of that Divine 
righteousness which is the test and measure of all 
good life in men ? What is the ethical nature of 
God ? St. John replies that it is love, and the whole 
NT conception ot God agrees with this answer. 
Righteousness is an activity or aspect of love. 
When it is used to denote more especially the law 
and penalty side of God's nature, it is the self- 
respecting, self-preservative aspect of holy love — 
love as it appears in forbidding all sin and en- 
joining conformity to the perfect standard of 
uprightness. Righteousness is an element of love, 
without which love would be mere benevolence or 
good-nature. But since love is eternally holy, and 
is a consuming fire to all sin, justice and judgment 
are the foundation of God's throne. In the NT, 
righteousness is sometimes used more comprehen- 
sively to denote the equity or uprightness of God 
in general, His correspondence to what He ought 
to oe ; sometimes more narrowly to denote the 
judicial aspect of His nature ana action. In the 
latter sense it may be defined as the self-respect 
of perfect love. 

Literature.— The NT idea of righteousness is more or less 
fully discussed in all Commentaries and Biblical Theologies. 
The Pauline doctrine is carefully considered in Meyer and 
Sanday-Ueadlam on liomans, and in Morison on Roman* Third. 
The general subject receives attention in the NT Theologies of 
Baur, Weiss, Beyschlag, Bovon, and Holtzmann, and special 
aspects of it in Wendt's Teaching of Jetus, Bruce 's Kingdom of 
God, and St. PauTt Conception of Christianity, and Stevens' 
Pauline Theology. A careful study of the words will be found 
in Cremer's Bib.-Theol. Lex. oj NT Greek. 

G. B. Stevens. 
RIMMON (fen).— The name of a Syrian deity 
mentioned as occupying a temple in Damascus 
during the activity of Elisha in Israel (2 K 5 18 ). 
It appears in such compound proper names ns 
Hadaa-rimmon (Zee 12") and Tab-rimmon ( 1 K 15 18 i. 
LXX reads 'Pefifidr and the Vulg. Rcmmon. It haa 
been interpreted as ' pomegranate ' by Movers (Die 
Phbnizier, i. 197 f.) and Lenormant (Lettres assyrio- 
logiques, ii. 215, r. 1). But the name is now 
identified with the Bab.-Assyr. deity Ramm&n, 
god of wind and weather, of the air and clouds, of 
thunder, lightning, and storm. He is designated 
in the inscriptions as AN. im, that is. ' god of the 
celestial regions,' and on reliefs and seals he is 
figured as armed like Jove with thunderbolts. 
Kamman is sometimes derived from on or oyj, 
and thus taken to mean ' the high,' ' majestic ' 
one (cf. Baudissin, Studien, i. p. 307) ; again it is 
derived from the stem osn ' thunder,' and sup- 
l>oscd to be = 'the thunderer' (Schrader, Jahrb. 
/. prot. Theol. i. 334 ff . ). The correct derivation of 
the word is that advocated by Pinches from a Bab.- 
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Assyr. root ramdmu, 'roar,' 'thunder* (cf. Del. 
H W B 624). For Syria and the west, in a compara- 
tive list of deities, Hadad, Adad, Daddu, Dada, 
Addu appear as special names for Ramman (Bezold, 
PUB A , June 7, 1887). The identification of Hadad 
or Adad of Syria with Rammdn of Babylonia- 
Assyria is established by the fact that these two 
names are represented by one and the satue ideo- 
gram in several proper names (cf. Pinches, PSBA, 
1883, pp. 71-73). Rimmon is then a Hebraized 
form (the word for 'pomegranate') of the Bab.- 
Assyr. name Rammdn, and is identical with the 
Syrian god Hadad or Adad. The importance of 
this deity in Syria is seen in the fact that his name 
heads the list of four gods of the North Syrian 
kingdom of Panammu to whom his son Bar- 
Baku b offered prayer (cf. Ausgrabungcn in Send- 
schirli, vol. i. p. 61). For a detailed description of 
the latest utterances on the etymology of the name, 
and the attributes and relations of Ramnian, see 
Jastrow, Religion of Babylonia and Assyria, pp. 
156-164. It may be that the compound (Heb.) form 
Hadad- Rim iu on (in Bab. -Assyr. Adad-Ramman) 
arose, as suggested by Baethgen (Beitr. z. scm. 
Relig.-Gesch. 75), in a manner similar to Adonis- 
Osiris in Cyprus. Such combination would be 
self-explanatory to the population of all Western 
Asia. To this 'prince of the power of the air' 
was dedicated the eleventh month, the rain-month 
Shebat. In the Bab. pantheon, Kamman appears 
as the son of Anu and Anatu. 

Lttbratcrb.— Baudissin, Stud. z. um. Rdig.-Geich. I. 300 308 ; 
Tiele, Bab.-Auyr- Gt*ch. ii. 525, n. 3 ; Schroder, COT i. 190 f. ; 
Delitzach-Smith, Chald. G*nesi«, 209 f. ; Winckler, Geteh Bab. u. 
Aui/r. 104, 100 ; lloethgen, Beitr. zur tern. Belig.-Geseh. 75 ; 
Winckler, AUteit. Unternuh. 09; Delitzsch, Calxoer Bibelltxi- 
eon, art. ' Kimmon ; Riehni, HWB, art. ' Riminon 1 ; Meyer, 
Geseh. L 175, 182 ; Hilprecht, Auyriaea, 70 ff. 

Ira M. Price. 
RIMMON (fie-i ' pomegranate,' 'Peuutbv).— A Beer- 
othite, the father of Baanah and Rechab, who 
murdered Ish-bosheth, the son and successor of 
Saul(2S4*- B -»). 

RIMMON i. The rock (iVn(n) y^p, i) wirpa (toC) 

'Pe/ifiu/y) in the eastern highlands or wilderness 
(midbar) of Benjamin, whither the remnants of 
the Beniaraites (Jg 20« 21 B ) fled. It has been 
identified by Robinson (i. 440) as a lofty rock or 
conical chalky hill, visible in all directions, on the 
summit of which stands the village of RummCn. 
It forms a remarkable object in the landscape as 
seen from the village of Jifid, some 6 miles distant. 
It is about 4 miles east of Br.itin (Bethel) (cf. van 
de Velde, Memoir, 345 ; SWP ii. 21)2). A place of 
this name is mentioned by Eusebius and Jerome as 
existing in their day 15 miles north of Jerusalem 
(Onomast. s. 'Rimnion'). 

2. (pal) A city in the south of Judah, towards 
the border of Edoni, Jos 15^ {'Epv/xwd) ; in 19 7 (B 
'Epefifiwv, A 'Peuu60) counted to Simeon ; in Zee 
14 ,w (Te/t/Mfo-) named as lying to the far south of 
Jerusalem. In the first two of these passages 
Riminon is coupled with Ain (in the first with, in 
the second without, the conjunction i), cf. 1 Ch 4 M . 
In Neh ll a , on the other hand, we read En-rimmon 
('spring of the pomegranate'), and there are good 
grounds for holding that this is the correct reading 
in all the other passages as well. See En-rimmon. 

Van de Velde {Mem. 344) has identified Rimmon 
and En-rimmon with Umm er-Rumdmin, between 
Beit-Jibrin and Bir es-Seba, very nearly at the 
distance mentioned by Eusebius. He mentions 
that Grotius and Rosenmuller suppose, as a solu- 
tion of the difficulty, that Ain ana Rimmon were 
near together, and in later years united in one. 
' Ain is probably identical with a site only half a 
mile north of Umm er-Rumdmin, now ca lied Tell 
Khetcdfeh, and opposite another ancient site, Tell 



Hora. Between the two tells is a copious fountain 
filling a large ancient reservoir, which for miles 
around is the chief watering-place of the Bedawin 
population of this region. A city at the base of 
which such a remarkable fountain existed would 
well derive its name from "the fountain," and its 
vicinity to Rimmon would justify both its distinct 
enumeration and its collective appellation.' SWP 
(iii. p. 397) confirms this, stating that Khan 
Khuweilfch is an extensive ruin near Bir Khu- 
weilfeh. Caves, cisterns, broken pillars, shafts, 
and traces of walls are found. The ruins extend 
along the valley and on the higher ground. The 
well is large, lined with well-dressed stones, and 
resembling the Beersheba wells. The tell has an 
artificially-levelled platform, and seems to have 
formed a fortress. The water-supply is perennial. 
At Khan timm er-Rumdmin there are heaps of well- 
dressed stones, many of which are drafted. There 
are also several large lintel stones, and part of a 
stone apparently representing the seven- branched 
candlestick. These remains probably belong to 
the Byzantine period [SIVP iii. 398). 

3. In Jos 19 u one of the boundaries of Zebnlun 
is given as ' Rimmon that stretched to the Ne'ah ' 
(njgj Dfi)?t! fvn. ; AV wrongly ' Remmon-methoar to 
Neah'). In 1 Ch S^tHeUw] the name appears as 
Rimmono Ofa*]), and in Jos 21 s3 as Rimmonah (for 
which, by a textual error, MT has Dimnah [which 
see]). See Dillm. Joshua, ad loc. 

Robinson proposes to identify Riminon with the 
village of Rummdneh, north of Nazareth, and this 
site has since been accepted. Rummdneh is a 
small village built of stone, and containing about 
70 Moslems. It is situated on a low ridge above 
the plain, and there are a few olive trees around. 
The water-supply is from cisterns and a well. 
There are rock-cut caves, and traces of ancient 
remains in the village (SWP i. 417). 

C. Warren. 

RIMMONO.-See Rimmon, No. 3. 

RIMMON-PEREZ (A V Rimmon-parez, following, 
with LXX and Vulg., the pausal form given in the 
MT of Nu 33" , -» n? F! ; LXX 'Peuuwr *d/xi (also 
'Paa/Mb* and 'Ptuftud 4\), Vulg. Remmonphares).-~ 
One of the twelve camping places of the children 
of Israel, mentioned only in the itinerary of Nu 33, 
between Hazeroth and Moseroth. Ewafd identifies 
it with Rimmon in the south of Judah (Jos 15 s2 
etc. ), and some of the names following are referred 
by him to the same region. He thinks it probable 
that the Israelites made their way for some dis- 
tance into the southern part of the country, after- 
wards allotted to Judah and Simeon, and that in 
this portion of the itinerary a trace may be found 
of rucJi a campaign ; cf. Nu 14 4S 21 1 " S , and Hormaii. 
The second part of the name may have been added 
in commemoration of a victory gained at this place, 
after the analogy of BAAL-PERAZIM. 

A. T. Chapman. 

RING (usually nsZ9 (abba'ath; SaicrCiXiot).— The 
rings of the tabernacle and its furniture are spoken 
of as having been cast (Ex 25 Ual ), and this sense 
of moulding appears in the cognate Arabic taba'a 
' to print,' matb'iah ' printing press.' Rings are 
referred to in connexion with the boards for the 
corners of the tabernacle (Ex 26'-") ; there are also 
rings through which bars pass to keep in position 
the upright boards for the sides of the tabernacle 
(v.'-*). Similarly, rings were attached to the ark 
of the covenant (25 w ), to the brazen altar (27 4-7 ), 
to the altar of incense (30 4 ), and were used for 
fastening on the high priest s breastplate (28- a ). 

In Est l a and Ca 5 M "r^J is translated * ring ' in 
AV and RV, but a preferable rendering would be 
'cylinder' or 'rod.' The 'rings' (0'5J) of Ezk l 18 
die felloes (so RVm ; cf. 1 K 7^). In RV the more 
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general term ' ring ' is used instead of 1 ear-ring ' 
(cjj ; see Ear-Ring) in Gn 24 aj 35\ Job 42", Ex 
32 J - 3 . In Ezk 16", where RV gives 'ring' for 
* jewel ' of AV, the allusion may be, not to a ring 
in the nose, but to the custom still prevailing 
among the Bedawin, in the case of a favourite 
child, of fastening an ornamental ring, jewel, or 
l>ead to a lock of hair over the brow and allowing 
it . to dangle down as a protective charm nearly as 
far as the eyes. The ear-ring as worn by the 
Bedawin is about an inch and a half in diameter, 
and opens with a hinge like a bracelet, so that 
when closed it clasps the outer ear. The hasty 
removal of such ornaments is translated ' break 
off' (pin) in Ex 32*. The ring ((abbdath) appears 
as an ornament in Is 3 31 , aim as a gift for sacred 
purposes in Ex 35* Nu 31 M (both P). 

8ignet-ring. — In closest connexion with the 
general meaning of ' ring ' is the special sense of 
signet-ring: Gn 41", Est 3 10 - " 8*- 8 - 10 , in which 
tabbdath is the equivalent of onSn hCtham in Gn 
38 18 (in v.* n?riin), Ex 28 11 - 81 -* 8 39 8 "*», Jer 22* 
Hag 2°, Job 38" 41 7 , Ca8 8 ; Kijty 'izka in Dn 6" ; 
•Wifluot in Lk 15 22 , and <r<f>payls in Ro 4", 1 Co 9 s , 
Apoc. passim, etc. See art. Signet. 

Both in biblical usage and in modern custom 
there are several important meanings connected 
with the employment of signet-rings. 

1. Irrevocable testimony, Jer 32*\ Ro 4", 1 Co 9*. 
— Where the art of writing is limited to the edu- 
cated few, as is the case still in the East, the 
difficulty of affixing the signature is got over by 
the use of a seal. In front of every Turkish police- 
court men sit with paper and ink ready to write 
out a statement of evidence or form of appeal, and 
one or two men are usually to be met with who 
have seals for sale and are expert in cutting 
monograms for brass seals. When a village is 
divided into two parties, as in the case of a dispute 
about a right of way through private property, it 
is customary to present to the local magistrate 
two papers covered with the seals of those who 
thus witness for and against the road. 

2. Delegated authority. — Thus Pharaoh took off 
his ring and put it upon Joseph (Gn 41 43 ), and 
Ahasuerus gave his ring to Hainan (Est 3 10 ). Hence 
the figurative description of Zerubbabel as a signet 
of the Lord ( Hag 2 83 ). Thus in an Oriental custom- 
house a junior clerk borrows the seal of a busy 
higher official, and an indolently obliging censor 
leaves in the mission press his seal which gives to 
books the right of circulation in the empire. 

3. Completion. — From its being affixed to the 
end of a document as a testimony to the truth of 
what is stated, the act of applying the seal gave 
a sense of finality to what was thus sealed (Dn 
9 s * 12"). 

4. Inviolability (Job W, Eph4 S0 , Rev5 a ). — A sense 
of sanctity was connected with anything sealed. 

The veneration felt towards anything guarded by a seal was 
illustrated some years ago at Sidon. A coasting vessel had 
gone on the rocks near that town, and a few days afterwards 
there was washed ashore a small bag of gold coins, which the 
captain had received from a British merchant in Bevrout, with 
instructions to deliver it over to another merchant in Jaffa. 
The bag was found on the Sidon beach by a Syrian peasant ; 
and though such a treasure, washed up at his feet from the sea, 
might in itself have been regarded as sent from God to him, 
he shrank from breaking the seal. He walked the intervening 
distance of twenty miles in order to deliver the money to iU 
owner in Bevrout. 

Arabic tales abound in accounts of things kept secret and 
wonders wrought by seals of power, the most celebrated being 
the wishing seal of king Solomon. 

In the Book of Job there occur several beautiful 
figurative applications of the signet, such as the 
sealing up of the stars (9 7 ) as of something folded 
away ana laid out of sight, the sealing of instruc- 
tion in night visions (33 w ) like the imprinting of a 
mould upon clay, and the sealing up of man's 



hand (37 7 ) as expressing the limitation of human 
power. See also art. Seal, Sealing. 

G. M. Mackie. 
RINGSTRAKED. So the adj. Tpy 'a&d is tr" in 
all its occurrences, Gn 30 38 - *■ *> 31 s - »• 10 - The root 
verb ijjjj is found once, Gn 22 s ' Abraham . . . 
bound Isaac his son,' so that the priniarv idea is 
' banded ' or ' striped.' The adj. is used of striped 
cattle, goats, or sheep. The LXX tr. 8iu\evicot 
except in 31 8, 8 \tvic6s, and it is followed generally 
by the Vulg. {a I bits) and most English versions 
' white ' ; but 'Find, has ' straked ' in 31", and then 
the Bishops' Bible gives ' ringstraked ' throughout. 
The word does not seem to occur in Eng. literature 
elsewhere. See Stbake. J. Hastings. 

RINNAH (np).-A Judahite, one of the sons of 
Shimon, 1 Ch 4 20 . The LXX (B 'Avd, A 'Pawu*) 
makes him the son of Hanan, taking the following 
j;nf} thus (vlbs 4>avd ['Ardr]) instead of making it a 
proper name, Ben-hanan, as AV and RV. 

RIPHATH (nri; A 'Pupdd, D 'EpupdOl—One of 
the sons of Gomer, Gn 10 s . The parallel passage, 
1 Ch l 8 , reads Diphath (ns«!, so RV, but AVRiph- 
ath) ; but this is certainly an ancient scribal error, 
easily explicable as due to an interchange of i and 
x The LXX (B 'EptifdO, A 'Pttfw*) and Vulgate 
(Riphath) support this view. 

The ethnographical sense of Riphath is uncer- 
tain. Perhaps tne view of Josephus (Ant. I. vi. 1) 
that the liipna-ans (i.e. Paphlagonians) are meant 
is still the most plausible. Bochart and Lagarde 
think of the Bithynian river Rhebas, which falls 
into the Black Sea, and the district Rhebantia in 
the Thracian Bosporus ; but, as Dillmann remarks, 
this appears to be too far west for the position of 
Riphath between Ashkenaz (? Phrygia) and To- 
gabmah (? W. Armenia). A widely-held opinion, 
which makes its appearance as early as the Book 
of Jubilees, identilied Riphath with the fabulous 
Riphamn mountains, which were supposed to form 
the northern boundary of the earth. 

J. A. Selbie. 

RIS8AH (ftp ; B A«ra&, AF 'Pe<r<rd).— A camping 
place of the children of Israel, noted only in Nu 
33a. i« n nas been proposed to identify it with 
liasa in the Peutinger Tables, on the road from 
the Gulf of Akabah to Jerusalem, or with 'Pijaa of 
Jos. Ant. XIV. xiii. 9, xv. 2, BJ I. xiii. 8; but 
according to some MSS this place is Vpfpa. 

A. T. Chapman. 

RITHHAH (najri ; LXX 'Padafid ; Vulg. Rethma, 
Nu 33 w - "•).— The first of the twelve statious fol- 
lowing Hazeroth which are given in Nu 33 only. 
The name seems to be connected with Drn (AV aud 
RV 'juniper,' RVm 'broom'), and to indicate a 
place where that shrub was found in abundance. 
Such are noted by Robinson ( Wady Abu Retamdt) 
and Palmer (Wady ErthAme), but any definite 
identification of this or of the eleven following 
stations must be regarded as very uncertain. 

A. T. Chapman. 

RIYER.— In the OT this is the AV rendering of 
the following words : 1. i'ik; or ix?, an Egyptian 
loan-word, which in the singular is always (except 
in Dn 12 s '»•'•«•*, where it means the Tigris) used 
of the Nile: Gn 4 1 »• -- 3 "- 18 , Ex l a P-*"* 4 8w * 

-16. 17. 18 Irr. 2U bis. -l\trr. 24 his 2S. 28 [Eng. 8 3 ] 8 9 t 9 '- 7 < U ' 17" 

[all JE], Am8 8 9\* Is 1 9 7 23»- lu , Jer46[Gr. 26] 7 - 8 , 
Ezk 29 : " , • 9 , /ec 10". In all these passages the 
LXX renders by xora^s (in Ezk 2!P> B , Zee lu 11 
totclhoI) except Is 23 s - ,0 , where a different text 
appears to have been followed. The plur. arjK\ is 
used of the Nile arms or canals: Ex T^S 1 * 8 ' [both 
* The prophet's allusion in these two jiaasa^cs to the rise and 
the fall of the Nile (af!?? ~*\) » quite obscured by the AV 
rendering 'flood.' 
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P], Is 7" 19* 37* s =2 K 19 84 Nah 3 8 , Ezk *<**•' 
»• 10 30", Ps 78". The LXX has in all these pas- 
sages roraixol (in Is 7 18 , Ezk 29 4W *- 8 Tora/iin) except 
Is 19 8 , which reads al diwpvxc* rod xoraiu>v, and 3"*, 
where the text is mutilated. The same word on*; 
is used of watercourses in general in Is 33" (6i<i>- 
pvxes), and is even applied once to shafts or tunnels 
cut in the rock by the miner, Job 28 10 (cf. Sjj in v. 4 ). 

2. yji (LXX in the following passages roran&s, 
unless otherwise noted), the most general term for 
river, occurs some 120 times in the OT. It is un- 
certain whether it is derived from a root m ' to 
How,' or whether the latter is a denominative from 
yjl, which may be a loan-word (cf. Assyr. ndm, 
' stream,' ' river '). It is used of rivers in general 
in Nu 24* [JE], Job 14" 40*. Ps 74'* 78 18 etc. ; very 
frequently of particular rivers : the river of Eden 
and its branches Gn 2 10 U "; the Nile Is 19 s ; 
esp. the Euphrates (rnsnru) Gn 15 18 , Dt l 7 , Jos l 4 , 
which is often called vnn as the river kot i^ox^v 
(cf. the title ' the great river,' Vnjn injri, in Gn 15 18 , 



emphat. tr>-}, Ezr 4 10 - "• 18 - "• *> and oft.), prob. 
also Gn 36 17 (P ; see RKHOBOTH, No. 2), without 
the art. (poet.) in Is 7*\ Jer 2 18 . Mic 7", Zee 9">, 
Ps 72 s ; the river of Gozan 2 K 17 9 18", cf. 1 Ch 5* ; 
the rivers of Cash Zeph 3 W . The reference is 
probably to canals in the following: the Chebar 
Kzk l> B 3"- 23 10 lf >- »• » 43* ; the Ahava Ezra"- 81 ; 
tlie 1 rivers ' of Babylon Ps 137 1 ; the gates of the 
' rivers' of Nineveh Nah 2 7 (BA xvXeu tQv rsXevv, 
X* ■■. r. roranuv), as ni-inj is used of the canals of 
Egypt in Ex 7" 8> i») (i n both II o"m;). In Job 28" 
' he (the miner) bindeth the streams (nrin^) that they 
trickle not,' the reference is to underground water 
which is prevented by the use of lime or clay from 
percolating into the mine (A. B. Davidson, tut lor..). 
The Dnqj in Aram-naharaim (Gn 24'°, Dt 23 4 [both 
MeaoToraftla], Jg 3 8 [B Torafiol 2vplat, A 2. Meao- 
TroTafxla xoran&y], Ps 60 [title ; Meoorora/jua Zvpiat]) 
was probably meant by the Hebrew writers to 
have a dual sense (' Aram of the two rivers,' these 
being probably [see Dillm. on Gn 24 10 ] the Euph- 
rates and the Chaboras), but the original ending 
may have l»een a plural one (o -.•-), as would appear 
to be implied by the Tel el-Amarna Na-ri-7na, 
Nahrima, and the Egyp. Nhrima. 

3." "yr-i (etyiu. uncertain) is used either (a) of a 
torrent of rushing water or (6) of a valley through 
which a torrent flows or has flowed, a 1 torrent- 
valley' (modern «*irfi/).t For this latter sense cf. 
Gn 26 17 - ", Nu 13*- 24 21" 32", Dt I s * 2»» (see Driver's 
note ; so Jos 12 3 13 9, 18 [same phrases] ; v. b is un- 
certain [see Driver's note], so Jos 12 2 t 2nd *"»•>) 3"- 18 
<*« u °"> 4« [as a*"*], 2 K 10 s3 . For AV «river(s)' 
BV substitutes the very misleading tr. 'brook(s)' 
in Nu 34*. Dt 10 7 , Jos 15 4 - 47 16 8 17 9 19", 1 K 8 M , 
2 K 24 7 , 2 Ch 7 8 , Am 6", Ezk 47" 48 s8 , and the 
equally misleading « valley ' in Dt 2 s4 - 58 «• 3 s - 13 4 48 , 
Jos 12»-*w* 13»M*w» M ', 2 K 10 38 . The use of hp) 
in the sense (a) above (reproduced by the LXX in 
the following passages, unless otherwise noted, by 
xcifidppovs or x<'M»ppos) niay be illustrated by its 
application to the Kishon Jg 4 7 - 18 5 21 Ur , Ps 88" « ; 
to Elijah's stream Cherith 1 K 17*- «•••••», which 
was liable to dry up in summer, cf. Sir 40" [wrapfc) ; 
to water bursting from the rock Ps 78 20 (II ovj). Pre- 
fixed to another word, it is often used in the sense 
(b) above : Nahal Arnon Nu 21 14 there plur.], Dt 2 s " 
\<pdpa.yi) x 3 8 - 18 - 18 4 48 , Jos 12 1 - 2 I3* « 2 K I0»; N. 
Eshcol (' Wady of the Cluster ') Nu 32 s , Dt 1 84 (both 
4>dpa7£ fiirpvoi) ; A', hashshittim, ' Wady of the 
Acacias 'J 1 4 (3) 18 (x^p-dppot tCp exoiw) » A'. Besor 

• Cornill. following the LXX. deletes the last clause of the 
MT. in which 0->k' occurs a third time. 

♦ See Driver on Am 6«. 



1 S 30 s - "• 21 ; N. Gad 2 S 24 5 ; N. Gerar Gn 26" ; 
N. Zered Nu 21", Dt 2"- 14 (LXX in last tivfc 
passages <pdpayt) ; N. Jabbok Gn 32 s4 , Dt 2 s7 3 18 , 
Jos 12 J ; N. fcidron 2 S 15* 1 K 2 s7 15' 3 18*, 

2 K 23 8 - » 2 Ch 15 18 29 18 30", Jer 31 (38) 40 (vd x «A) i 
N. Kanah Jos 16 8 17* ifd/nyt); N. Sorek Jg 16 4 
(B 'A\aupJ)x> A X tl t xa PP°( v h ^w/")x) ! ha- Arabah 
Am 6 14 [dub. ; Wellh. would read N. Mizraim ; 
LXX 6 x«/ui0po(v)s twv Svff/uov]. The familiar river 
(RV 'brook' except in Jth l 8 'river') of Egypt 
is N. Mizraim (modern Wady el-'Artsh). See 
Egypt (River of). "?rtj is once, Job 28 4 , used of 
a miner's shaft (cf. the use of o*Tk; in v. 10 ). 

4. 8. ^3'\ by-form hyn or (root ^3' ' flow ' [!]). 
The former occurs only in Jer 17 8 ' he shall be as a 
tree planted by the waters (0:5, Mara), and that 
spreadeth out his roots by the river' (Sav-Sy, #xl 
iK/idda, 'to moisture'); the latter only in Dn 8 5 - 8 -* 
(Theod. transliterates t6 Ovfi&X, LXX has ^ ti5Xij). 

6. p - cv, from a root ps* ' to hold,' is a poetical 
word, whose nearest English equivalent is perhaps 
' channel,' the original idea being that of holding 
or confining waters.* It thus denotes, primarily 
at least, the stream-bed rather than the stream. 
Its occurrences are : Ps IS 15 ' 16 ' (where for ' channels 
of waters,' o;5 *p*ci», we should read, as in 2 S 22' 8 , 
'channels (i.e. bed) of the sea,' d;'k. TheLXXhasin 
the latter &<p4<rtn (foXdovip, and in the former Tiryal 
M&tw) 41' (AV and UV ' brooks,' LXX xiryaO 120 4 
(AV and RV 'streams,' LXX x«Mpp°v*), Jl 1" 
4 (3) 18 (in both AV 'rivers,' RV 'brooks,' LXX 
6.<pt<ru%), Ca 5 18 (AV 'rivers,' RV 'brooks,' LXX 
TXripibpara), Job 6 18 {o'bn) '« ' channel of torrents,' 
LXX X findppovt), Is 8 7 (AV and RV 'channels,' 
LXX <pdpayt), Ezk 6 3 31" 32 s 34" 35 8 36 4 - 8 (AV in 
all the Ezekiel passages has 'rivers,' RV 'water- 
courses,' LXX <p&payt in all except 31", where it 
has redlw). 

7. 3$>«, from root [lhs] 'divide,' cf. the proper 
name PKLEG and the explanation of it given by J 
in Gn IO 18 . This word means an artificial water- 
course, a canal formed for the purpose of irrigation. 
Its occurrences are : Job 29 s ('rivers of oil,' LXX 
simply ydXa); Ps l 3 (AV 'rivers,' RV 'streams,' 
LXX SiM-oSot) 46 4 ('there is a river [vr] whose 
streams [o'lhq, LXX bpn^iiara, arms or branches 
led from the river through the surrounding land] 
make glad the city of our God ') 65" (rora/x6i, see 
below) 119 1SJ ('mine eyes run down with rivers 
[LXX Sifl-oSot] of waters'), borrowed from or 
quoted in La 3* 1 (LXX d^Arat. The figure in 
these two passages is probably that of the tears in 
their flow tracing furrows on the cheek) ; Pr 5 18 
('should thy springs be scattered abroad, thy 
streams of water [LXX 05<ito] in the street?' an 
exhortation to conjugal fidelity, addressed probably 
to the husband, who is cautioned against seeking 
pleasure from sources outside his own house ; see 
the various interpretations discussed in Wildeboer 
or Toy) 21' ('the king's heart is in the hand of 
the Lord as the watercourses'; so BV, which 
brings out the meaning more clearly than the 
AV 'rivers'; LXX i>ddrw») ; Is 30f (LXX 
OSup itavopevofuvoy, || C'S 'S?') 32 J ('as rivers of 
water in a dry place,' LXX ISup tpepip-tvov). There 
is some doubt as to Jg 5 1 '* 16 and Job 2l) 17 . In the 
former of these passages AV has ' for (m. ' in ') the 
divisions of Reuben,' BV 'by the watercourses of 
Reuben,' mjSe being here and in Job 20 n taken in 
both versions as the plural of n| s 5, a supposed by- 
forin of i^s, but it is not improbable that we should 
at least 'in Jg 5 vocalize rrta^ (cf. 2 Ch 35 5 - "), 
giving the meaning of 'divisions' in the sense of 
dans or families. In Jg 5' 8 the LXX has (itpiies, 
and in v. 18 biaxptoeit, while in Job2l) 17 it reads dfitX^is 

" The word is used fijrurativMv of the bones of the 

hippo)>oUmuB, as being hollow. Job 40", and of the furrows 
between the scales of the crocodile, 417 t i8). 
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rofidSur, after which Duhm emends to nS) aVn 
'milk of the pastures.' But Dillm., Budde, and 
most tr. ' streams,' viz. of honey, etc., as explained 
in v. b (cf. 29 8 ). In Ps 65 ,0 < 8 > 'the river of God' 
(ovr?* 3J?)'is the channel or conduit by which rain 
is poetically supposed to be conducted from its 
reservoirs in the heavens (cf. Job 38* ' Who hath 
cleft a conduit for the rain ? '). See Driver, Par. 
Psalt. ad loc. 

8. nftflp. The proper meaning of this word is 
' conduit ' (from Hipnil of nSy), and it is so rendered 
by both AV and R V in 2 K 18" 20*, Is 7 s 36* (LXX, 
except Is 7*, where ' conduit ' is not expressed, iiipa- 
ywyoi). In Job 38 M AV has 'water-course,' RV 
' channel' (poet, for rain), LXX^tf«r« ; in Ezk31* AV 
' little rivers,' RV ' channels ' (for irrigation), LXX 
awrriftara. In 1 K IS 3 *- 88 - 88 the same Heb. term 
is used for the ' trench ' round Elijah's altar (LXX 
edXaaffa) ; but in Jer 30 [Gr. 37] 6 46 [Gr. 26] » it 
(really a diff. word) means either new flesh or plaister 
(something coming up, or placed on the wound) ; 
LXX (tye\(c)ta, confusing with rfjgh from Vjr. 

In the NT ' river' occurs only in Mk l 8 , Jn 7 W ,* 
Ac 16 13 , Rev 8 10 9" 16 4 - 11 22»- \ in all of which it is 
the tr. of xoranln. The imagery of Rev 22 If - is 
borrowed from Gn 2"- and from the vision in Ezk 47. 

Rivers serve in Scripture, as they have done in 
all ages, to fix boundaries : Gn 15 1S , Ex 23", Nu34 8 , 
Dt V 3 818 11 s *. Jos 1* 12 1 15* 16 8 17" 19", Jg4 u , 
2 S 10 18 , 1 K 4 M - u 8 08 , 2 K 10» 24 7 , Ezr 4 10 , Neh 2» 
ete. ; they are utilized for bathing Ex 2 s , for 
drinking 7 U SJ , 1 K 17 4 - 8 , for fishing Ex 7 18 -", Lv 
1 1»- » Ec l r , Ezk 29<- 5 , and for irrigation (see 
above) ; they serve as means of defence Nah 3 8 , 
and as a highway for navigation Is 18 a ; a river 
side appears as a place of prayer in Ac 16 u . 

Besides the instances of figurative employment 
of the word 'river' which have been referred to 
above, the following may be noted :— In Jer 46 7, 8 
the rising of the Nile is used as a symbol of an 
Egyptian invasion ; cf. the similar use in Is 8 7 of 
' the river ' to typify the invading hosts of Assyria, 
and the language used in Jer 47 a ; in Is 43 a (cf. Ps 
66'*) rivers are a type of danger or affliction ; in 
Is 59 lfl a manifestation of Jehovah is compared to 
a if *ini the probable rendering being that of RV 
' He shall come as a rushing stream, which the 
breath of the Lord driveth' (AV 'when the 
enemy shall come in like a flood, the spirit of the 
Lord shall lift up a standard against him ' ; nee 
the Comm. ad loc.) ; in Ps 46 s < 4 ' a river (in.;) is a 
type of Jehovah's favour; in Job 29 s , Ps 119 138 , 
La 3« (all p'#?) ( Mic <F, Job 20" (both d-Vijj) 
' rivers ' typify abundance ; in Am 5 U righteous- 
ness is compared to a perennial torrent (^nj) ; a 
well-spring of wisdom and a flowing torrent (Vrjj) 
are coupled in Pr 18 4 ; a river (irrj) is a syml>ol of 
peace m Is 48 18 66 ia ; the breath of Jehovah is 
compared in Is 30 s8 to an overflowing torrent, and 
in v. 33 to a torrent of brimstone (both Sn;). 

The VyrS? 'Vw, lit. 1 torrents of Belial,' of 2 S 22 s 
is a doubtful phrase. It is generally explained as 
' torrents of worthlessness ( = wickedness),' but 
Cheyne (Expositor, 1895, p. 435 ft"., see also Expos. 
Times, viii. [1897], p. 423 f., and Encyc. Bibl. art, 
'Belial') discovers a mythological allusion in the 
expression and renders it 'streams of the under- 
world,' identifying Belial with the Babylonian 
goddess Bclili, whom he connects with the under- 
world. Hommel agrees with this identification, 
but Cheyne's interpretation i6 opposed by Baudissin 
and Jensen (see PRE 3 , s. ' Belial,' and the articles 
by all four scholars in the Expos. Times, ix. pp. 
40ff.,91f., 283 f., 332, 567). 

• The quotation ' Out of his belly,' etc, may represent the 
general sense of such OT passages as Is 443 551 681', Jer 213, 
Erk 302ST- 47'"-. Jl 2'8f. 3lf., Zee 131 H8_the series resting 
ultimately (Westcott) on Ex 17«, Nu HJU. 



For the river system of Palestine, see vol. iii. 
p. 642 f., and for an account of particular rivers the 
articles under their respective names. 

J. A. Selbie. 

RIVER OF EGYPT. — See Eoypt (River of), 
and add that in RV of Am 8 8 9* the Nile is called 
the ' River of Egypt ' (on?0 "*i AV badly ' flood '). 

RIZIA (k;?-! ; B Pturtii, A *Po<r«l).— An Asherite, 
1 Ch 7* 

RIZPAH (nip! LXX ?c<r<t>d, except 2S 21« 
where A has '?t<f><t>id).— A concubine of king Saul. 
She is called the daughter of Aiah (2 S 3 7 21 8 ), 
which may imply that she was a descendant of 
that Hivite clan in the S.E. of Palestine from 
which Esau is said to have taken one of his wives 
(Gn M^CR]). 

When the Philistines struck down the kingdom 
of Saul, and David established himself in Hebron, 
Rizpah must have withdrawn to Mahanaim among 
the few who clung to the ruined house. For (2 S 
3 8-11 ) when Abner held towards Ishbosheth the 
position, and was suspected of cherishing the de- 
signs, of a Mayor of tne Palace, some who doubted 
his loyalty accused him of having entered into an 
intrigue with his dead master's concubine. The 
sting of the accusation lay in the fact that such an 
alliance was regarded at that period as a sure step 
toward claiming the throne (cf. 2 S 16^, and 
especially 1 K 2 SB ). 

At a later period in David's reign (the exact 
date of the incident is uncertain, since the story is 
found in an appendix to the history of David), a 
three years' famine fell upon the land (2 S 21 lff *). 
The oracle, when consulted, decided that J" was 
angry with His people, and that the cause of that 
anger was to be found in the fact that Saul, 
instead of remaining true to the oath of the con- 
gregation (Jos 9), had deprived the Gibeonites of 
the privileges which the oath secured them, and 
had oppressed this clan. David accordinglv ap- 
proached the Gibeonites with offers to stanch the 
feud. These rejected all money compensation, 
and, denying that they had any quarrel with 
Israel at large, demanded the blood of the guilty 
house. Seven descendants of Saul— five of them 
sons of Merab ; two, Armoni and Mephibosheth, 
sons of Rizpah — were thereupon seized and de- 
livered over to their vengeance. The Gibeonites 
brought them up to Gibeon, which, from its name 
' the hill of Goa,' evidently bore a sacro-sanct 
character, and there exposed * the seven before .1". 
To the rock on this hill the unhappy Rizpah 
resorted, and, spreading her mourning cloak of 
sackcloth, kept dreary watch beneath her dead to 
scare from their prey the wheeling vultures of the 
daytime, the prowling jackals of the night. The 
judicial execution had taken place in the early 
days of barley harvest. It lends a sharper touch 
to the picture, if one can see the reapers come 
and go in the fields, while above them the silent 
woman crouched beside her dead, whose death was 
to avert the curse from those fields. For shi must 
watch on the height until the merciful ran; of 
heaven signalled the end. The fall of rain is not 
inserted as a mere mark of the length of her 
guard ; it is not ' the periodic rains in OcU ber' 
which are referred to. Probably it is mentimed 
as the sign from which men concluded that the 
famine-drought was broken, that the sacrifice was 
effectual, that the anger of J" was averted from 
His land, and that now at last the mother might 
ceane from her fearful watch. A. C. WELCH. 

• The word used is rare and uncertain in its meaning. It 
occurs again Nu 25*. The likeliest sense is the general one 
' exjH>sed.' Probably the method of actual execution was not 
mentioned, because so well known as to need no detailed 
explanation. See, further, art. Hashing. 
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ROAD (Anglo-Sax. rod, a journey, literally 'a 
riding,' from ridan to ride) is found in AV only 
once, 1 S 27 10 ' Whither have ye made a road to- 
day ? ' The sense is a riding into a country with 
hostile intent, a ' raid ' * (so RV). Cf. Calderwood, 
Hist. 143, ' All who were under the danger of the 
lawes for the roade of liuthven were charged to 
crave pardon 1 ; and Spenser, FQ VI. viii. 35 — 

' In these wylde deserts where she now abode, 
There dwelt a salvage nation, which did live 
Of stealth and spoile, and making nightly rode 
Into their neighbours borders.' 



See Way. 



J. Hastings. 



ROBBER, ROBBERY — See Crimes and Pun- 
ishments, vol. i. p. 522 b . 

ROBBERS OF CHURCHES. — See Churches 
(Robbers of). 

ROCK.— In the OT this is the AV tr. of the 
following terms :— 1. c^o, properly ' Hint.' AV 
renders by ' rock ' only in Job 28* ' he (the miner) 
putteth forth his hand upon the rock (RV ' flint,' 
AVm * flinty rock'), he overturneth the mountains 
by the roots' (cf. v. 10 'he cutteth out channels 
among the rocks,' ni-ns). The combination 'n us 
' rock of flint ' (so A V and RV, LXX wirpa iKp6ro/xos, 
cf. Wis ll 4 ) occurs in I)t 8 18 , and us 'n (|| y^p), 
lit. 'flint of rock' (AV and RV 'flinty rock,' 
LXX arepea wirpa) in 32". In the only other two 
instances in which the Heb. word occurs, 'n stands 
alone: Ps 114 8 (|| us; AV and RV 'flint,' LXX 
t&KplTopos), Is 50 7 , where it is used as a symbol of 
firmness, ' therefore have I set my face like a 
flint' (arepta wirpa; cf. Ezk 3" 'as an adamant 
harder than flint Pre, wirpa] have I made thy fore- 
head '). See, further, art. FLINT. . 

2. [is] only in plur. o'es. This, which is per- 
haps an Aram, loan-word (k?'3 /c/ifihd, cf. the NT 
Kephas, see art. Peter in vol. iii. p. 750), occurs 
only in Jer 4* ' they climb up upon the rocks ' 
(for refuge ; LXX wirpai), and in Job 30* of one of 
the dwelling-places of a race of outcasts (|| onn 
' caves ' ; on cave - dwellers or Troglodytes, see 
Driver, Deul. 37 f.), cf. 24 8 'they embrace the 
rock (us, wirpa) for want of a shelter.' In 30" the 
LXX has a shorter text than the Hebrew, the whole 
verse reading S)v ol olxoi airr&p %<ja» rplykai werpaiv. 

3. ny? is once rendered ' rock ' by AV, namely 
Jg 6* ' build an altar upon the top of this rock ' 
(m. ' strong place,' RV ' strong hold,' B rb Maoufa, A 
rbfpos Macix). The reference is probably to a natural 
stronghold rather than to a fortification (Moore). 
The word rtjflp 'place of refuge' (if from *J ny) or 
' strong place ' (if from ny) occurs elsewhere only in 
the Prophetical books (21 times) and in Proverbs 
(once) and Psalms (9 times). For njrg us, applied 
to God, see below. Cf. also art. MAUZZIM. 

4. yS?, the nearest English equivalents of which 
are ' cliff' and ' crag.' The ideas of steepness and 
inaccessibility are connected with the word, at 
least in earlier passages, although in later ones it 
has at times a more general sense. In the follow- 
ing passages jr}p is used (LXX, wherever 'rock' 
is expressed, has wirpa, unless otherwise noted) : 
Nu 2U 8 **- > 06i *- " [all PI, Neh 9 1S , Ps 78 18 (v. 18 us), of 
the rock struck by Moses ; in the similar narra- 
tive, Ex 17 6w » [E] us is used, and so in Dt 8 1S , 
Ps 78" (v. 18 y 1 ??)- 105" 114 8 , Is 48 2 ' [on the later 
Jewish legends regarding this rock, see below on 
1 Co 10*]. In Nu 24» [JE] the words of Balaam 
with reference to the £enites, ' strong is thy 
dwelling-place, and thy nest {ken, a characteristic 
word-play) is set in the rock,' allude to the safety 

• Raid is of Scand. origin. Raid, says Skent, was the northern 
Border word. ' road ' being used in the south ; but the first 
quotation above is Scottish, and yet ' road ' is used. 
VOL. IV.— 19 



of birds and their nests on inaccessible cliffs, cf., 
for the same figure, Ca 2 14 , Jer 48 [Gr. 28]* 49 
[Gr. 29] 18 , Ob 8 , Job 39*. Dt 32 13 [JE] ' He made 
him to suck honey out of the crag ' (y^p ; I! ' oil out 
of the rock of flint,' tr?*n -as) has in view the stores 
of honey that are found in Palestine in the caves 
and fissures of the dry limestone rocks (cf. Ps 81 18 
Hi), and the fact that the olive flourishes even in 
rocky soil (cf. Job 29 s us, LXX ra ipy) ; see Driver, 
Deut. ad loc. The y"?j of Jg l 38 , 2 K 14 7 , Is 16' 42 11 
(in the first two passages with the art. in both MT 
and LXX) is very frequently taken to be Petra, 
the rock-built capital of Edom (see art. Sela). 
But while this might suit the two passages in 
Isaiah (but see Dill m. ad he), and is very appro- 
priate to 2 K 14 7 , it appears quite impossible to fit 
such an identification to the situation of Jg I 38 . 
There are strong reasons for taking 'the cliff' in 
this last passage to be some prominent cliff near 
the south end of the Dead Sea, perhaps the modern 
es-SaJieh (see Buhl, Gesch. d. Edom. 20, and Moore, 
Judges, ad loc.). In Jg G 20 (probably a late inter- 
polation) S?7p, but in v. ai us (and so in 13 1B of 
Manoah's sacrifice), is used of the rock on which 
Gideon offered his sacrifice ; the fissure of the cliff 
Etam was one of Samson's places of refuge, Jg 
15 8. 11. u cf 20* 8 - 47 21 18 the crag Rimmon to which 
the Benjamite8 fled, 1 S 13 8 the crags where the 
Israelites took refuge from the Philistines, 23* 
the crag in the Wilderness of Maon to which 
David fled from Saul [on Sela-liammahlekoth of 
v.* see art. under that name], 1 Ch 11" the rock 
at Adullam, Is 2- 1 (|| -ns, and so in vv. ,u - 19 ) tire 
crags to which men are to flee from before the 
Lord, Jer 16 18 the refuge from which the 
Israelites are to be hunted, 48 [Gr. 31]* the 
crags for which Moab is to abandon her cities 
(cf. 21 l3 ). Crags are spoken of as the haunt of 
bees Is 7 19 (cf. Dt 32' 3 above), conies (Hurax 
Syriacus) Pr 30*, wild goats Job 39 1 , Ps 104", cf. 

1 S 24 a (us) ; sepulchres are hewn in rocks, Is 22" ; 
a rock is a type of hardness, Jer 5 s 'they have 
made their faces harder than a rock ' ; precipitation 
from a rock appears as a form of execution in 

2 Ch ?5" {Kpijufos), cf. (?) Jer 51 [Gr. 28]*, and see 
art. Hanging in vol. ii. p. 298 b ; the feet set upon 
a rock typify security, Ps 40* «, cf. 27" 61 s '*> (both 
us) ; crags were splintered by the storm in Elijah's 
vision, 1 K 19 u ; the shadow of a great crag is 
grateful in a weary land, Is 38? ; cliffs are strong 
places of defence, Is 33" [for the two crags of 
1 S 14 4 see BOZEZ and SEN EH] ; the clefts of the 
rocks in the wadis were the scene of the sacrifice 
of children, Is 57* ; in a hole of the rock Jeremiah 
was to hide his girdle, Jer 13* ; the word of the 
Lord is compared to a hammer that breaketh a 
crag in pieces, Jer 23* ; in Ezk 24 7 the blood of 
Jerusalem's idolatrous sacrifices is compared to 
blood shed upon a bare rock (i*l \euwerplav), which 
does not sink into the earth but continues to cry 
to heaven for vengeance, cf. the threatening in the 
following verse ; Ezk 26 4 - 14 declare that Tyre is 
to become a bare rock (ji^j rj'ns, \tuwtrpla), there 
Leing here a punning allusion to the name of the 
city (Tyre = "re=ns= ' rock ') ; the question 'do 
horses run upon crags?' introduces in Am 6 13 a re- 
proach for conduct of a thoroughly unnatural kind. 

9. us is best reproduced by ' rock,' having all the 
senses (except, of course, the geological one) which 
that word bears in English. In many instances 
it is synonymous with y^p (see the numerous 
parallel occurrences of the two terms quoted 
above), but there are some passages where us 
occurs in which y.p could not have been suitably 
used, at least by early writers. Besides the 
occurrences of the word which have been already 
noted, T s is used : of the rock where Moses had 
a partial vision of the glory of Jahweh, Ex 33 s '- M 
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[J] ; of the rocky summit (Kopvtfa ipiuv) from which 
Balaam looked down upon the camp of Israel, 
Nu •23* [JE] ; of the rock Oreb where the Midian- 
ite prince Oreb was slain, Jg 7 20 (2oity>), Is 10* ; of 
the rock where Saul's seven sons were ' hanged ' 
(see Hanging in vol. ii. p. 298 b ) by the Gibeonites, 
and where Rizpah kept her ghastly watch, 2 S 21 10 ; 
in Job 14 18 the removing of the rock out of its 
place is an accompaniment of the wearing down of 
a mountain by slow natural forces, while in 18* 
the question 'shall the rock (ri 6pri) be removed 
out of its place ? ' is tantamount to ' shall the con- 
stitution of the world be subverted ? ' ; the custom 
of cutting inscriptions on rocks, of which so many 
examples are known, is referred to in Job 19" ; 
rocks are the shelter of a class of outcasts, Job24 8 , 
see under No. 2, above ; in Pr 30 1B the way of a 
serpent over a rock (i.e. its mysterious movements, 
without the aid of feet) is one of the four things 
which the writer cannot understand ; Jehovah is to 
be a stone of stumbling (uj and a rock of 
offence (Victy? •»*) to both the houses of Israel ; in 
Is 51 1 Abraham is called the rock (see vol. iii. p. 
795 b , ' Additional Note ') whence Israel was hewn ; 
the perennial snow on the rocky summit of 
Lebanon is mentioned in Jer 18'* ; the rocks are 
broken asunder (Nowack [emending the text] 
1 kindled') by the fury of the Lord, when it is 
poured out like fire, Nah 1*. 

We have reserved till now those passages in which 
the term 1 rock ' is figuratively used of God. These 
are the following. The word j^j is used in 2 S 22* 
[ = Ps 18 3 M (grtpiu/ia)] 3l*C') {Kparalufm) 42 10 C> ('Avti- 
X-^HTTup) 71* (arepiuna). The term employed is n« 
in Dt 32 4 - «• *>■ R1 (all 0e6s, cf. v."), 1 S 2 s (? ftmuor), 
2S 22» (06Xofj) 82 (ktI<ttiji) [ = Ps 18 s * l sl > (0ek)] 47 
(<p6\at) [ = Ps 18" I* 6 ) (0ejs)] 23 3 (0e!>s), Ps 19 18 < M > 
(poqdln) 28 1 (0e6i) 31 s « (6e6s OrtpaffrntrHtt) 62 s «• 7 <«»- 8 "» 
(all 0e6s) 71* (0«os {nrtpa<nrtffr^s) 73* (0eh) 78 s * 
(Poifiit ) 89" W (ivrik^imop) 92 18 ( 1S ) (0e6s) 94 s " (/9oi?0fe) 
95 l 144 1 (both 0t6t), Is 17 io (/3oij06i) 26* (? itiyas) 30** 
(0e6t) 44 8 (LXX om.), Hab l u (LXX ora.). In some 
of these passages it has been contended that zur 
has the force of a proper (Divine) name. Hommel, 
for instance, in support of his claim that a certain 
class of personal names found in P, which have 
been widely suspected of being late and artificial, 
are bona fide ancient Hebrew survivals, brings 
forward two compound names to show the exist- 
ence in early times of a Divine name Zur. These 
are Zuri-'addana, from a S. Arabian inscription 
not la.ter.than R.c. 800, and Bir- (or Bar-) Zur, 
from Zinjerli (8th cent. B.C.). But, while Hommel 
has rendered a service by calling attention to these 
names, one does well to remember that, whatever 
they may prove for the period and the place to 
which they belong, it is very questionable whether 
they justify the inference that Zur was used in a 
similar sense by the early Hebrews, and it remains 
as doubtful as before whether names like Pcdahzur, 
Elizur, Zuriel, and Zuri-shaddai, Nu 3 M 
[why are these the only instances in the OT of 
compounds with zur, and why are they confined to 
P?J, were at any time, and much more in early 
times, prevalent in Israel. To the present writer 
the probability appears to be that, as far as the 
OT is concerned, Dt 32 is the source to which all 
the above passages may be traced back ; and 
neither in Dt 32*- J8 nor in Hab l 11 , the passages 
which plead most strongly in favour of Hommel's 
view, does it seem to be necessary to take zur as a 
Divine name in the proper sense. The circum- 
stance that sela' and zur are both employed in the 
sense we are examining (sometimes even side by 
side, e.g. Ps 18 3 < 2 ' [cf. v. 23 ] 71 3 ), strengthens the 
conclusion that in all the instances cited we have 
to do simply with one of those metaphors of which 
Hebrew writers are so fond. ' It (zur) designates 



Jehovah, by a forcible and expressive figure, as 
the unchangeable support or refuge of His servants, 
and is used with evident appropriateness where 
the thought is of God's unvarying attitude towards 
His people. The figure is, no doubt, like crag, 
stronghold, high place, etc., derived from the 
natural scenery of Palestine' (Driver, Dent. 350; 
similarly Bertholet and Steuernagel. Hommel's 
contentions will be found stated in his AHT, 
pp. 300, 319 f., where he opposes the views of 
G. Buchanan Gray contained in HPN, 195 f. ; 
Gray replies to Hommel in the Expositor, Sept. 
1897, p. 173 ff. : cf. also Whitehouse's view, as 
expressed in art. Pillar in the present work, 
vol. iii. p. 88 1»). 

In the NT 'rock' always represents wtrpa. Its 
occurrences are as follows : Mt 7 2 "- II Lk 0* 8 * as a 
type of a sure foundation, in Jesus' simile of the 
two buildings; Mt 16 18 'upon this rock I will 
build my church' [this passage is exhaustively 
discussed in art. Peter in vol. iii. p. 758] ; Mt 27 81 
the rocks were rent by the earthquake at the 
Crucifixion ; Mt 27 60 II Mk 15** Joseph's tomb was 
hewn out in the rock, cf. Is 22" ; Lk 8 8 - 18 part of 
tlie seed scattered by the sower fell 4wl ttjv wirpav, 
' upon rock,' which is interpreted by the fwi rh 
■KrrpwSij of Mt 13 s - 20 [the expression means places 
where only a thin coating of soil covered the 
underlying rock, hence R V appropriately ' rocky 
places ; AV infelicitously 'stony places,' which 
suggests ground in which a number of loose stones 
were found]; Ro 9" 'As it is written, Behold I 
lay in Zion a stone of stumbling (\lOor t/hxtko/x/mitoj) 
and a rock of offence (-wdrpay <rKav8d\ov),' where 
Is 8" and 28' 8 appear to be in view as in 1 P 2^ 8 ; 
in Rev 6 l8f " tlie caves and rocks of the mountains 
play the same part as in Is 2 iar ' and as the moun- 
tains and hills in Hos 10 8 (cf. Lk 23 s "). Finally, 
there is 1 Co 10*, where St. Paul says of the 
Israelites who were led by Moses through the 
wilderness that 'they did all drink the same 
spiritual drink, for they drank of a spiritual rock 
that followed them : and the rock was Cnrist ' (two* 
ydtp die TvevpMTtKijs iico\oirf)ovff , r]s irirpas, 4/ f^rpa 6i f)i> 6 
Xpi<rr6t). Not only does St. Paul here spiritualize 
the smitten rock and the water that flowed from 
it, giving to these a Eucharistic sense (cf. the 
foreshadowing of Baptism which he discovers 
in the Passage of the Red Sea and the Pillar of 
Cloud, v. 1 , and St. Peter's treatment of the Deluge 
and the Ark, 1 P S 1 "' 31 )^ but he has drawn upon 
later Jewish expansions of tlie OT story. Neither 
in Ex 17 6ff - nor in Nu 20 8 *- is it hinted even that 
the water continued to flow from the rock after 
the temporary occasion for it had passed (contrast 
the case of Jg 15 19 ). Jewish haggada, however, went 
much beyond this, describing now the rock accoui- 

Sanied tne Israelites all through their march (cf. 
t. Paul's 6.Ko\o\>Bo<Mjn Wrpa), and how, wherever the 
Tal»ernacle was pitched, the princes came and sang 
to the rock , ' Spring u p, O well , si ng ye unto it, * where- 
upon the waters gushed forth afresh (Bammidbar 
rabba Nu 21 17 '-; Delitzsch in ZKW, 1882, p. 455 ff; 
Driver, Expos. Jan. 1899, p. 15 ff. ; Thackeray, St. 
Paul and Contemp. Jew. Thought, 204 If. ; the Comm. 
on 1 Corinthians; cf., for instances of similar Jewish 
fancies, Schurer, GJV* ii. 343 [HJP II. i. 344]). 

RV substitutes 'rocky ground' for AV 'rocks' 
in Ac 27 20 as tr. of t/»x«« t&wm (lit. ' rough places '), 
and ' hidden rocks' for AV ' spots' (Vulg. macuhe) 
in Jude 11 as tr. of cm\d8es [the AV rendering was, 
no doubt, influenced by the parallel passage 2 P 
2 18 ; see the Comm. ad loc.]. J. A. Selbie. 

* In the last clause of this verse the true reading is iii ri 
xaXii •".xoXtuvr&u *vrtt(RV ' because it had been well builded '), 
not Ti9»^-Aiarr» ykp M rr,t «ir/M> (AV ' lor it was founded upon a 
rock '), which hos been introduced from Mt 7». 

t St. Paul follows similar methods of interpretation and 
argument in Ro 10*""- and Gal 4*»- 
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ROD matteh, V3? makkil, o^tf shebet, ruujf>o 
misKeneth ; jxifidos). — The rod or staff in the hand 
is the chief emblem of Oriental travel. Thus 
Jacob setting out for Paddan-aram left everything 
behind him except his makkel (Gn 32"), the Israel- 
ites kept the first Passover feast makkil in hand 
(Ex 12"), and Elisha sent his misKeneth, the com- 
panion of his journeys, on before, as if it had been 
a living friend, to represent him in the chamber of 
death (2 K The modern Syrian peasant when 
on a journey carries a staff slightly longer than 
that used in Europe. He invariably holds it by 
the thin end, with the hand an inch or two down 
and the thumb often resting on the top. Such a 
manner of grasping the stick is suggestive of de- 
fence ; and by the way in which he raises himself 
by means of it in the steep and rough mountain 
path, and pushes himself along when travelling on 
the dusty road of the hot plain, it is evident that 
the walking-stick is also meant to be a support on 
the jonrney. Protection from danger and some- 
thing to lean upon,— such are the two original 
meanings of the rod or staff. 

In Ev the word matteh, used literally, is trans- 
lated 'rod' when referring to the rod of Moses 
(Ex 4 9 and oft.), of Aaron (Ex 7 1013 and oft.), of the 
heads of the tribes (Nu n*"), of Jonathan (1 S 
14* 7 - 41 ), and is tr. 'staff' in Gn 38 18 - M , Is lO 14 - 84 28" 
(as a kind of flail) 30 33 (for punishment), Hab 3 l *. 



of office. The Heb. word is translated 'sceptre' 
in Gn 49 ,u , Nu 24 17 , Ps 45« Is 14 5 , Ezk 19"- M , Am 
1»- 8 , Zee 10", and in RV of Ps 125 3 . See SCEPTRE. 

These meanings of power, autliority, punish- 
ment, or correction are exemplified in 2 S 7", 
Job 9" 21" 37" (AVm), Ps 2», Is 11*. In Is ll« 
the expression 'a rod (-eh, of which the only other 
occurrence is Pr 14", where see Toy's note) out of 
the stem of Jesse' is more appropriately rendered 
in RV ' a shoot out of the stock of Jesse,' where 
the figure is that of a cut-down stump, which w ill 
put forth a single flourishing ' rod.' Compare, for 
the figure, .195 in Ezk 19 u - 1J - Ubit (blooming up into 
a shebe(, sceptre of rule). 

Along with his ' rod ' or club (shsbe() the shepherd 
had also his 'staff' (misKcneth), which was a 
straight pole about 6 ft. in length. Its service 
was for mountain climbing, for striking trouble- 
some goats and sheep, beating leaves from branches 
beyond the reach of his flock, and especially for 
leaning upon. As he stood clasping the top of his 
stick with both hands, and leaning his head against 
it, his conspicuous and well - known figure gave 
confidence to the sheep grazing around him among 
the rocks and bushes of the wilderness. The 
misKeneth is essentially something to lean upon. 
Thus it is the word used for Elisha's staff (2 K 4»), 
and it indicates the un trustworthiness of Egypt as 
a reed of cane for Israel to lean upon (Is 30"), in- 




1. Shepherd's rod or, rather, club (thibet). 

2. Shepherd's staff (mink' eneth). 

3. Common staff (maftsA, makkel, or mith' eneth). 



In the Heb. vut(leh is coupled with shibet in Is 9 4 
(of taskmaster ; fig. of oppressor ; cf. 10 s - 34 14') 
10'* 28" 36 6 , and with makkel in Jer 48" in such a 
way as to imply that the terms were practically 
interchangeable under ordinary circumstances. 

It is in the primitive usage of the shepherd's 
life that a distinction is found between the ' rod ' 
and the 'staff.' The shepherd carries both, but 
for different purposes. In Ps 23 4 the ' rod ' (shebet) 
is a club about 24 ft. long, made from an oak 
sapling, the bulging head being shaped out of the 
stem at the beginning of the root.* The shepherd's 
shebet, frequently with large-headed nails driven 
into the knob, is his weapon against men and 
animals when in the wilderness with his flock. It 
is worn either suspended by a thong from the 
waistband or inserted in a special sheath or pocket 
in the outer cloak ; cf. Lv 27* and Mic 7 14 , Ezk 20 s7 
(last two fig.). The shebet was, further, the staff 
of authority (not necessarily of a king), Jg 5' 4 and 
jierhaps Gn 49 lu . It is seen in the sculptures of 
Assyrian and Egyptian kings, and was the original 
of the military mace and the baton and truncheon 

• This manufacture of the thibet from a young tree might 
suggest that in the metaphorical use of nhtbet (Arab. tabf), 
'tribe,' the reference is to various seedlings with a common 
origin — the tribes of the children of Israel. It is to be noted, 
however, that matteh is equally (183 t.) used for ' tribe,' and 
possibly the original reference in both cases is to a company 
led by a chief with a ttajT. See, further, on the relation 
between thibet and matteh, Driver in Journ. Fhilol. xi. (1865!) 
S13f. 



stead of upon the strength of God. Tn Nu 21" the 
mish' eneth is used by the nobles in digging a well 
(see Lawgiver) ; the angel who appeared to 
Manoah carried a mish' eneth ( Jg 6") ; in Zee 8 4 the 
misKeneth is characteristic of old age. 

' He that leaneth upon a staff' (iVsa P"'no, B 
KfMTUf <tkvt&\i)s) of 2 S W should probably be ' he 
that handleth the spindle' (see Driver, ad loc.), if 
the text be correct, which H. P. Smith (Sam. ad loc.) 
doubts. The references to makkel are generally 
to the ordinary staff* for a journey [in Hos 4" 
'their staff declareth unto them,' there is reference 
to the practice of rhabdomanc-y], at once protec- 
tive and supporting. Examples are Jacob's staff 
(Gn 32 10 ), the staff of the Passover feast (Ex 12"), 
Balaam's staff (Nu 22 s7 ), wit h which he could support 
himself by resting the end of it on the front of the 
broad Oriental saddle ; also probably the stall' in 
David's hand when he went out to meet Goliath (1 S 
17*°), for being then on a journey he would have laid 
aside the more cumbrous shepherd equipment. 

In NT (/dfiSot has the twofold meaning of a staff 
for a journey (Mt 10 10 , Mk G 8 , Lk 9 s , He U 31 ) and a 
rod for chastisement (1 Co 4 a [cf. the verb in 2 Co 
11*], Rev 2* 12 s 19 15 ). G. M. Mackie. 

RODANIM, reading of MT in 1 Ch l 7 for the 

Dodanim of Gn 10 4 , answering to the 'P^5t« of the 
LXX in both passages. See Dodanim. 

• This is also the word used In Gn of the sticks employed 
by Jacob in his cattle-breeding artifices. 
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ROE. — This word occurs once in AV (Pr V\ RV 
'doe ') as the equivalent of ji^: ya'tllclh ; see Doe. 
In all other places where 'roe' occurs in AV (2 S 
2 18 , 1 Ch 12 8 , Pr G 8 , Ca 2 7 - »• " 3 s 4 5 7 s 8", Is 13'*) it 
is the tr° of ze"bt or zibiyyah, and in these RV 
also gives 1 roe,' but in every passage except 2 S 
2 18 and 1 Ch 12 8 , with marginal note, ' gazelle,' 
which is undoubtedly the correct rendering. See 
Gazelle. G. E. Post. 

ROEBUCK. — This word, wherever it occurs in 
AV (Dt 12 18 » 14 8 15» 1 K 4°), is the equivalent 
of •;>' z6bi, LXX Sopxds. RV has in all these pas- 
sages consistently tr* zSbt ' gazelle ' (see Gazelle). 
' Roebuck ' is the proper tr° for narr yahmiir, which 
is rendered by AV ' fallow deer' (Dt i4 8 , 1 K 4*). 
Tristram (Fauna and Flora, p. 4) says that 
yahmiir is used by the natives of Carmel for the 
roebuck, which is still found there. One of the 
districts of Carmel is known as Yahmiir, perhaps 
from the former abundance of this animal. Conder 
says that the roebuck is called hamur in Gilead. 
The people about fy&na and 'Alma, north of 
Carmel, call it wa'l, which is one of the names of 
the ibex or wild goat, which animal, however, is 
not now found there. In N. Africa yahmiir is 
synonymous with bakar el-wahsh, Alcephalus bu- 
balus, Pall. From these facts two things are 
evident — (1) That 'fallow deer' is not a correct 
tr° of yahmiir. The fallow deer is. V;t< 'ayyal (see 
Hart). The lirst three animals of the list (Dt 14 s ) 
are 'ayyal, correctly tr* 1 in both AV and R V ' hart ' ; 
zibi, AV incorrectly 1 roebuck,' RV correctly 
' gazelle ' ; and yahmiir, AV incorrectly ' fallow 
deer,' RV correctly, as we believe, 'roebuck.' The 
LXX (R) gives us no help, as it has only (\a<f>os 
and SopKds, the equivalents of 'ayydl and zlbi, and 
drops out j/ahmiir from the lists. (2) That bubale 
(LXX AI 1 /3oi}/3a\oi), as proposed by some, is also 
not a correct tr n for yahmur. The bubale is not 
now found west of the Jordan, and only rarely 
east of it. The roebuck is found in considerable 
numbers on both sides of this river. The bubale is 
not called yahmur where found on the confines of 
Palestine. The roebuck is so called both east and 
west of the Jordan. It is most numerous in the 
thickets, in the wndis of Carmel andN.W. Galilee. 

The roebuck, Cervus capreolus, L., is shaped like 
a gazelle. Its full length, is 3 ft. 10 in. from the 
tip of the nose to the end of the rump ; height at 
shoulder 2 ft. 4 in., at rump 2 ft. 6 in. The horns 
are about as long as the face, on a line with it, and 
have three short branches. The eyes are almond- 
shaped, with point forward. There is no external 
tail. The coccyx is 2 in. long, but is covered by 
the rump fat. The colour is grey, with a reddish- 
brown shade towards the posterior part of the 
rump, and white between the thighs and on the 
belly. (See figure of a specimen in PEFSt, July 
1890, p. 171). G. E. Post. 

R00ELIH (o^S; YuycWtln, A in 2 S 17 s7 'Pw- 
yeXelp). — The native place of Rarzillai the Giicadite. 
The exact site is unknown ; it probably lay in the 
north of Gilead (2 S 17" 19"). 

R0H0AH (Kcthibh na.m, corrected by KerS to 
njTj ; B om., A 'Oyd).— An Asherite, 1 Ch 7 W . 

R0IHU8 (Pj€ifios), 1 Es 5 8 , corresponds to 
Rehum, Ezr 2-, or Nehuin, Neh V. 

ROLL.— See Writing. 

ROHAHTI-EZER (■%• ^cn).— A son of Heman, 
1 Ch 25*- n . There is reason to believe that this 
and five of the names associated with it are really 
a fragment of a hymn or prayer (see Genealogy, 



III. 23 n. ; and cf. Kittel in SBOT, and W. K. 
Smith, OTJC 1 143 n.). 

ROHAN fP^ot, esp. Ac 16* 1 - 37 * 5 22»-» 23").— 
Roman citizenship (civitas) might be held in NT 
times (a) by birth, from two Roman citizens united 
in jiutas nuptia. There was no conubium, or right 
of Roman marriage inless specially granted), ex- 
cept with a Roman woman. If the union were 
un-Roman (with a Latin woman, a foreigner, a 
concubine) or unlawful (with a slave, etc.), it gave 
no patria potestas, and the children followed the 
mother's condition. It might also be held (b) by 
manumission in certain cases, or (c) by grant, 
either to entire cities or districts, or to individuals 
in reward of political or other services, as to a 
soldier on his discharge. Under Claudius, how- 
ever, Messalina sold the civitas, and the price 
gradually fell (Dio, Ix. 9) to a ridiculous figure. 
The chief captain (Ac 22 M ) bought it at a high 

trice ; but if St. Paul was born free, it must have 
een held at least by his father (Ramsav, St. Paul, 
30f. ). The franchise of Tarsus (Ac 2l M 'iovSaios, Tap. 
cevs) would not imply the civitas as a matter of 
course.for Tarsus was an urbs libera ( Pliny.iVjy v.27). 

The most practical advantage of the civitas in 
NT times was that no citizen could be scourged 
(lex Valeria B.C. 509, lex Porcia of uncertain date) 
or put to death by any provincial authority 
without the right of appeal to the emperor. Even 
the pra[fcctiis prattorio could not condemn him to 
depvrtatio, and the emperor himself commonly had 
him executed by the sword, reserving the cross, 
the fire, and the beasts for slaves and other low 
people. It was illegal when Paul and Silas were 
scourged at Philippi (Ac 16* 7 ), and when Paul was 
to have been examined at Jerusalem by scourging 
(Ac 22 s4 /xio-Tittv &rer&$-e<T6tu). In both cases d«ra- 
TdicpiTos is re incognita (Ramsay, St. Paul, 225), for 
it would not have been less illegal after condemna- 
tion. Of the other two scourgings mentioned in 
2 Co ll 28 nothing further is known. 

The right of appeal to the emperor seems to 
continue neither the old provocatio ad jtojrulnm, 
which was limited even in republican times by the 
qtuesliones perpetual, and had now become obsolete, 
nor the old intercessio of the tribunes, which was 
purely negative, and limited by the first milestone 
from Rome. It seems rather to rest on the general 
authority of the emperor, under the lex de imperio, 
to do almost anything he should consider ex iisu 
rcipublica;, etc. The appeal was not granted quite 
as a matter of course. Festus confers (Ac 25 u ) 
with his assessors before deciding (v. 88 tupiwa). 
Once granted, it stopped the case. The governor 
could not even release the accused (Ac 2G a ). His 
only duty was to draw up a statement of the case 
(apostoli, littera dimissorta; — Festus asks Agrippa's 
help in doing this) and send him to Ciesar. St. 
Paul is delivered to a centurion, (rwelprjs Ztficurrijs — 
one of the legionary centurions employed on de- 
tached service at Rome, and therefore called pere- 
grin i from the Roman point of view, and by him 
handed over at Rome to his chief, the o-rparoTeS- 
&PXV* (Ac 28 18 , but om. WH) or princeps peregrin- 
orum (so Mommsen : not the pra-fcrtus pra-torio). 

The accused might be kept lnjfore trinl in (a) 
custodia publica, the common jail, though a man 
of high rank was frequently committed to (b) 
custodia libera as the guest of some citizen who 
would answer for his appearance. Intermediate 
was (c) custodia militaris, where one end of a light 
chain (aXwm) was constantly fastened to his right 
wrist, the other to the left wrist of a soldier (so 
St. Paul, Ac 26* 28*>, Eph 6* 2 Ti l 18 ). In this 
case he might either bo kept in strict custody 
(2 Ti l 17 , where Onesiphorus needs diligent search 
to find St. Paul), or allowed to live in his own 
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lodgings and receive in them what company he 
choee (Ac 24 a 28 30 ). The actual trial was before 
the emperor (often in person) and his consiliarii ; 
and each count of the indictment was separately 
examined. 2 Ti 4 17 seems to say that the prima 
actio against St. Paul had been a failure, though 
the apostle has no hope of escape on the second. 

A false claim of citizenship was a capital crime 
(Suet. Claudius, 25). 

LrrniATi'Rg.— Mommsen, RSmUehe StaattrecM, 187&-77, and 



H. M. GWATKIN. 

ROHAN EMPIRE (most nearly orbis terrarum, 
i) oIkoviUvt}, Lk 2 1 ; and its people genus humanum, 
as Tac. Ann. xv. 44 'odio humani generis.' Im- 
perium populi Homani does not cover the free 
cities, and Romania seems first found Ath. Hist. 
Ar. 35, and Orosius, Hist. e.g. vii. 43). — Augustus 
left the Empire bounded by the Rhine and the 
Danube, the Euphrates, the African desert, the 
Atlantic, and the North Sea. These limits he 
recommended to his successors, and they were not 
seriously exceeded till Trajan's time, except that 
the conquest of Britain was begun by Claudius in 
43, and finished as far as it ever was finished at 
the recall of Agricola in 85. Germany had re- 
covered its independence in 9 A.D. by the defeat 
of Varus, and the conquest of Parthia was hardly 
within the range of practical politics. 

Not Rome destroyed the ancient nations, but 
their own wild passions and internecine civil strife. 
The Greeks could make nothing of the liberty 
Flamininus gave them, the Gauls were no better, 
and even Israel — the one living nation Rome did 
crush — was in no very different case in Judaea. 
Rome came in as often as not to keep the peace ; 
and when the Empire settled down, it seemed quite 
natural that 'all the world ' should be subject to 
her. Virgil and Claudian sing with equal en- 
thusiasm her everlasting dominion ; and even the 
Christians firmly believed that nothing but Anti- 
christ's coming would end it (2 Th 2 8 '*). So, 
though she had mutinies enough of armies, Israel 
was almost the only rebel nation. She could mass 
her legions on the great river frontiers, and leave 
a score of lictors to keep the peace of Asia, a 
garrison of 1200 men to answer for the threescore 
States of Gaul. She no more ruled the world 
than we rule India by a naked sword. 

Hence there was a vast variety even of political 
status within the Empire. Some cities had the 
Roman civitas (see Roman), others only the jus 
Latii ; some, like Athens, were in theory free and 
equal allies of Rome, while others had no voico in 
their own taxation. Italy had the civitas, and 
was supposed to be governed by the Senate, 
whereas a senator could not even set foot in Egypt 
without the emperor's permission. Some.provinces 
were governed by senatorial proconsuls or pro- 

ftnetors, others by legati Augusti pro prat ore, or, 
ike Egypt or Judaea, by a prmfectus augustalis, 
or a procurator of lower rank. Some regions, 
again, had client kings, like Mauretania, Judaea 
under the Herods, or Thrace. True, the Empire 
was steadily levelling all this variety. The client 
kingdoms disappeared— Galatia as early as B.C. 
25, Chains (held by Agrippa II.) as late as 100. 
The autonomy of the urbes libera: was commonly 
respected — Hadrian was archon twice at Athens ; 
but the Roman civitas was steadily extended till 
Caracalla gave it in 212 to all free inhabitants of 
the Empire. 

Broadly speaking, the Eastern half of the 
Empire was Greek, the Western Latin. The 
dividing line may run pretty straight from 
Sirmium to the altars of the Philaeni. But Greek 



was dominant in parts of the West,— Massilia, 
Sicily, and the coasts of Southern Italy, — and was 
in most places the language of culture and of 
commerce, whereas Latin in the East was not 
much more than an official language. Nor was 
either Latin or Greek quite supreme in its own 
region. Latin had perhaps displaced by this time 
the Oscan and other dialects of Italy ; but it had 
only well begun the conquest of Spain, Gaul, and 
the Danube countries. Greek was opposed by the 
rustic languages of Thrace and the interior of 
Asia Minor, such as the Lycaonian (Ac 14") and 
the Galatian. Further East it had tougher rivals 
in Aramaic and Coptic, which it was never able to 
overcome, though Alexandria was a Greek city, 
and Galilee almost bilingual in the apostolic age. 
The distribution of the Jews resembled that of the 
Greeks in being chiefly Eastern, and in following 
the lines of commerce westward : but their great 
centres were Syria and Alexandria within the 
Empire, Babylonia beyond it. 

Rome was never able to make a solid nation of 
her Empire. In Republican times her aim was 
utterly selfish — to be a nation ruling other nations, 
and getting all she could out of them. The Re- 
public broke down under the political corruption 
this caused, and the proscriptions completed the 
destruction of healthy national feeling. The 
Empire had higher aims from the first, and the 
sense of duty to the conquered world increased on 
it as time went on ; but it could neither restore 
nor create the patriotism of a nation. The old 
Roman nation was lost in the world ; and if the 
world was lost in Rome, it did not constitute a 
new Roman nation. Greeks or Gauls might call 
themselves Romans, and seem to forget their old 
people in the pride of the Roman civitas ; but 
Greeks or Gauls they remained. Every province of 
the Empire had its own character deeply marked 
on the society of the apostolic age and on the 
Churches of the future. Galatia was not like 
Asia, and Pontus or Cilicia differed from both. 
There were peoples in great variety ; but the old 
nations were dead, and the one new nation was 
never born. 

Yet the memory of nations put the Empire in 
a false position. It belonged, like the Christian 
Church, to the universalism of the future ; but the 
circumstances of its origin threw it back on the 
nationalism of the past. Augustus came in after 
the civil wars as a ' Saviour of Society,' sustained by 
the abiding terror of the proscriptions. Hence he 
was forced into a conservative policy very unlike 
the real tendency of the Empire to level class dis- 
tinctions, to replace local customs by uniform laws 
and administration, and to supersede national 
worships by a universal religion. The Empire was 
hampered by Republican survivals, degraded by 
the false universalism of Caesar- worship. Augustus 
had to conciliate Rome by respecting class- feeling, 
and by leaving Republican forms of government 
almost unaltered. He was no king, forsooth (not 
rex, though called /Soo-iXevj in the provinces, 
Ac 17 7 , 1 P 2 13, "), — only princeps, the first citizen 
of the-Republic. The consuls were still the highest 
magistrates, though those who gave their names 
to the year were replaced during the year by one 
or more pairs of consules suffecti. Prietors, quaes- 
tors, etc., went on much the same, and even the 
anarchical power of the tribunes was not limited 
by law till the reign of Nero, though the popular 
assemblies vanished after that of Augustus. The 
Senate deliberated as of old under the presidency 
of the consuls, and the emperor himself respect- 
fully awaited their Nihil vos moramur at the end 
of the sitting. It still governed Italy and half 
the provinces, and furnished governors for nearly 
all—deep offence would have been given if any one 
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but a senator had been made legatus Augusti pro 
pratore. Above all, the Senate could legislate 
without interference from tribunes or Comitva. It 
elected all the magistrates (from the time of 
Tiberius), and even the emperor owed to it his 
constitutional appointment. So far as forms went, 
the State was a Republic still, and became a real 
one for a moment when the government lapsed 
to the consuls at an emperor's death. The name 
rtspxMica lasted far past 476. 

But the emperor was not only master, but fully 
recognized as such. The liberty of the Senate 
was hardly more than liberty to natter him. The 
pillars of his power were three. He had (1) the 
tmperium proconsulare, which gave him full mili- 
tary and civil power in the great frontier pro- 
vinces, where most of the army lay. The rest 
were left to the Senate ; but as his tmperium was 
defined to be majus — superior to that of ordinary 
proconsuls — he practically controlled them too. 
The power was for life, and was not forfeited in 
the usual way by residence in Rome. He held 
also (2) the tribunicia potestas, also for life, and 
without limitation to the first milestone out of 
Rome. This made his person sacrosanct, and gave 
him the jus auxilii, by which he cancelled decisions 
of magistrates, and the intercessio, by which he 
annulled decisions of the Senate. He had also 
(3) other powers conferred separately on Augustus, 
but afterwards embodied in a lex regia or de im- 
perio for his successors. A fragment of the law 
passed for Vespasian is preserved {CIL vi. 930), 
and two of its clauses run— 

* Otiqus, qutteumque ex utu reipubliect, majeidate dioi- 
narum, humanarum, publiairum pricatarumque rerum este 
eentebit, ei agere, /acre jut potettatque tit, ita uti dioo 
Augutto Tiberioque lulio Camari Augutto Tiberioque Claudio 
Ccetari AwjuMo Uermanico fuit ; utiqtte quibut legibui plebeive 
teitis tcriptum fuit ne divas Aug ut tut <tc. tenerentur, iit 

rut pUbitque tcitit imprrator Cottar Vetpatianut tolutut 
quirque ex quaque lege, rogatione divum Auguttum <fcc. 
facere oportuit, ea omnia imperatori Ccetari Vetpatiano 
Augutto facere liceat.' 

Thus the emperor was not arbitrary. He was 
subject to law like any other citizen, unless dis- 
pensed by law. True, he could alter law by getting 
a senatus consultum, or by issuing his edict as a 
magistrate. He could also interpret it by a rescript 
or answer to a governor who asked directions ; his 
acta were binding during his reign, though the 
Senate might quash them afterwards; and, as 
we have seen, he had large discretionary powers. 
But by law he was supposed to govern, and by law 
he commonly did govern. The excesses of a Nero 
must not blind us to the steady action of the great 
machine, which was so great a blessing to the pro- 
vincials. Moreover, though the Senate was com- 
monly servile enough, it was no cipher even in the 
3rd century. It represented the tradition of the 
past, the society of the present ; and every prudent 
emperor paid it scrupulous respect. If an emperor 
is called bad, It need not mean that he was incom- 
petent (Tiberius was able enough), or that he 
oppressed the provinces (Nero did not). It means 
that he was on bad terms with the Senate, und, 
therefore, with the strong organization of society 
which culminated in the Senate. Nero did himself 
more harm by fiddling and general vulgarity than 
by murders and general vileness. Society was 
always a check on the emperor, and in the end it 
proved the stronger power. If Diocletian shook 
off the control of the army, he did it only by a 
capitulation to the plutocrats of society. 

The religious condition of the Empire was not 
like anything in modern Europe. It had no estab- 
lished or even organized Church, for the regular 
worships were local, except that of the emperor. 
Priesthoods might run in families or be elective, or 
sometimes any one who knew the ritual might act 



as priest ; but the priests were not a class. Taken 
as he commonly was from the higher ranks of 
society, the priest was first of all the great senator 
or local magnate, so that his priesthood was only 
a minor office. The priests were not a clergy, ex- 
cept in the irregular Mithraic and other Eastern 
cults, where they were not yet taken from the 
higher classes. Nevertheless, there were sharp 
limits to Roman toleration, though persecution 
was not always going on. Intolerance, indeed, 
was a principle of heathenism, laid down in the 
Twelve Tables, and impressed by Maecenas on 
Augustus. Rome had her gods, whose favour had 
built up the Empire, and whose wrath might over- 
throw it : so no Roman citizen could be allowed to 
worship other gods without lawful authority, which 
could be given only by the Senate. Gradually all 
national gods obtained recognition, so that the 
pantheon of the Empire became a large one ; but 
the individual was as strictly as ever forbidden to 
go outside it. Thus we get the anomaly of perse- 
cution without a persecuting Church. 

The emperor's own position was equally unlike 
that of modern sovereigns. He held the office of 
Pont if ex Maximus in permanence after the deati 
of Lepidus, B.C. 12. This gave him a dignifie. 
position as head of the college of pontiffs, which 
superintended the State religion ; and it gave him 
by law or usurpation the appointment of pontiffs, 
vestals, and flamens. But these were only local 
officials ; with the priests in the provinces and with 
the irregular Eastern cults the Pontifex Maximus 
had no direct concern. Complete as was the 
identification of Church and State in Rome, the 
office gave its holder no exorbitant power over 
religion. 

The strength of his position was not official but 
personal— vaguely indicated by the title Augustus 
(2e/3a<rrAi, Ac 26 21 - »). The courtly fiction that the 
Julian house was descended from the gods might do 
service for a time ; but the truth came out clear 
at Vespasian's elevation. If he was a tough old 
general with no romance about him, who died with 
a scoff on his lips at his own divinity, he was none 
the less the impersonation of the glory of the 
world and Rome ; and this is what made the 
emperors divine, and kept them so in spite of 
absurd deifications like those of Claudius and of 
Poppaia's infant. Emperor - worship might be 
fashion ; but it was also a real cult sustained by 
genuine belief. If courtiers placed Augustus 
among the household gods, courtiers did not keep 
Marcus there in Constantino's time. Kings were 
counted gods from the Pharaohs of Egypt to the 
Jubas of Mauretania; and the Greeks had wor- 
shipped great men from Lysander (B.C. 403) on- 
ward, till deification became a cheap compliment 
for kings and their favourites. Rome understood 
better than the Greeks the difference between 
gods and .men — deus is a much more definite word 
than Otbi ; yet even she deified legendary kings. 
But Romulus was the last of them, and she never 
deified the heroes of the Republic. Flam in in us 
was a god in Greece ; but Sciuio was no more than 
a man at Rome ; and even Sulla was only Felix, not 
Augustus. To the last she reserved the honour for 
emperors and their near relations, for the worship 
of Hadrian's favourite Antinous was rather Eastern 
and Greek than Roman. Yet in the goddess Roma 
the spirit of the State was worshipped long before 
the honours of deity were pressed on the dictator 
Ca?sar by a grateful people and a servile Senate. 
Caesar's murder was a warning to Augustus ; and 
he called himself Divi FUius, but not Divns. He 
allowed the Asiatic cities to build temples to him 
after the battle of Actium, but required them to 
join with him the goddess Roma. Other cities 
followed i first in Asia in apostolic times was 



Digitized by 



Google 



eoMan empire 



ROMANS, EPISTLE TO THE 295 



Pergamum, ' where Satan's seat is ' (Rev 2"). Such 
cities were called veuKbpw. or temple wardens of 
Augustus, as Ephesus (Ac 19 s *) was pewxipot of 
Artemis. Before long a. Commune A sice (to icoivbv 
rrjs 'A<rfa») was formed, with a chief priest or 
Asiakch (in looser sense, as Ac 19", unless these 
be past Asiarchs) in each city, and over them an 
elected Asiarcli (in the strict sense) or chief priest 
of the province. Other provinces did likewise, as 
Bithyma, Galatia, Phoenicia, etc., and in B.C. 12 
the 60 States of Gaul organized a Commune, meet- 
ing annually at the confluence of the Rhone and 
the Saflne. These provincial assemblies were 
powerful enough — the priests were always mag- 
nates — to answer some of the purposes of repre- 
sentative government. They could complain of a 
bad governor, and often obtain his recall. In 
Italy, and especially in Home, the worship of the 
emperor was chiefly represented by that of his 
genius or his virtues: only at his death he was 
formally placed among the gods by the Senate. 
4 Reliquos deos acccpimus,' says Valerius Maximus, 
• Ccesares dedimus. This deification was the rule, 
though emperors who displeased the Senate were 
not deified when the honour could safely be refused 
them ; and it can be traced well into Christian 
times, certainly till Jovian (364), and perhaps as 
late as Theodoaius, though long before that time 
the emperor had ceased to be a real divinity, even 
among the heathens. 

If the Empire was the greatest of hindrances 
to the gospel, it was also the greatest of helps. 
We must look below its superficial tolerance in the 
Apostolic Age, below the deeper enmity proclaimed 
by Nero's persecution. The single fact that the 
Empire was* universal went far to complete the 
fulness of time for Christ's coming. Rome put a 
stop to the wars of nations and the great sales of 
slaves resulting from them, to the civil strife of 
cities and their murderous revolutions. Henceforth 
they were glad to live quietly beneath the shelter 
of the Roman peace. Intercourse and trade (wit- 
ness the migratory Jews) were easier and freer 
than ever since in Europe till quite recently. It 
was settled peace, too, such as never came again 
till after Waterloo. Whole provinces hardly saw 
the face of war for generations together. Roman 
law went with Roman citizenship ; and Latin 
civilization overspread the West, while Greece 
under Roman protection completed her conquest of 
Asia within Mount Taurus. 

Historically, the Empire is the great barrier 
which won for civilization a respite of centuries 
by checking at the Rhine the tide of Northern 
barbarism, and at the Euphrates the two thousand 
years' advance of Asiatic barbarism through Par- 
thian and Saracen and Turkish times, beginning 
with Alexander's retreat from the Sutlej, u.c. 327, 
and ending only at the repulse of the Turks from 
Vienna in 1683. During that momentous respite 
Rome gathered into herself the failing powers of 
the old world, and fostered within her the nascent 
powers of the new. This was her work in history 
— to be the link between the ancient and the 
modem— between the heathen city-states of the 
ancient world and the Christian nations of the 
modern. Her weakness was not political. Em- 

Serors might rise and fall, but the Empire itself 
id not perish when emperors rose and fell no 
more. It was not military : generals might 
blunder, but nearly to the end no enemy could face 
a Roman legion in the shock of battle. It was 
partly economic, in slavery and bad taxation ; 
partly educational, in the helpless hark back to 
the mere words of the past ; partly also admini- 
strative. Christian thought is even now pro- 
foundly influenced by the fact that the Empire 
had no good police. Brigands were plenty in 



Judjea (Xj7cm)i 15 times in NT, of which 2 Co 11* 
may refer to Gentile regions), and, though other 
provinces were better off, the evil increased as 
time went on, and the emperor lost control of the 
administration. Hence arbitrary severities and 
laws of atrocious cruelty against such offenders 
as were unlucky enough to be caught. The 
Empire was by far the worthiest image of the 
kingdom of God yet seen on earth, but its imper- 
fections are writ largo on every form of Christian 
thought which looks on power as the central 
attribute of deity. After all, the Empire was the 
passing of the ancient world. With all their 
grandeur, its rulers were only the Karapyovatvoi 
(1 Co 2»). 

Literature. — See Rohan : and odd Boissier, Religion romaine ; 
We8tcott'8 Comm. on St. John's Epp. ('The Two Empires'); 
Lightfoot, Ignatius, iii. 404 ; and authorities quoted by them, 
to which add Fustel de Coulanges, La Gauie romaine ;' and E. 
O. Hardy, 'The Provincial Councils from Aug. to Diocl.,' in 
Eng. Hut. Reo. v. 221. H. M. GWATKIN. 

ROMANS, EPISTLE TO THE.— 

i. Place of the Epistle in tradition. Genuineness. 

ii. Time and Place of writing. 

iii. Occasion and Purpose : (1) Jews in Rome ; (2) Christians in 

Borne ; (3) Apostolic foundation ; (4) Jewish or Gentile 
readers? (5) Letter or Treatise? (0) Relation to other 
letters of the group. 

iv. Sketch of main arguments, and Analytical Table. 

v. Importance of the Epistle. 

vi. Theology and characteristic ideas : (1) God, Attributes 

and Will— Law, Christ ; (2) Man under sin ; (3) Han 
under law and under grace, the Spirit ; (4) Man's 
admission to grace, faith, justification ; (5) Grace and 
the moral life ; (6) The Christian community and its 
Institutions. 
viL Materials for personal history of 8t. Paul. 
viiL Transmission of the Text. Integrity. 
Literature. 

i. Place of the Epistle in Tradition.— 
What has been remarked of 1 Corinthians applies 
equally to this Epistle. But definite traces of its 
language occur already in 1 Peter, fainter but 
still distinct traces in Hebrews, and probable 
distinct traces in James, though here the case is 
less clear, and Mayor, in his edition of James, con- 
tends for the priority of the latter (see for details, 
and 'traces in Jude, Sanday-Headlam, lxxiff.). 
The Epistle was well known to Clem. Rom. (nine 

Passages are distinctly traceable), Ignatius (twelve), 
olycarp (six), Justin Martyr (seven), and appar- 
ently to Gnostic writers (Naassenes, Valentinians, 
and Basilides) quoted by Hippolytus. For details, 
see Sanday-Headlam, who add some very instruc- 
tive quotations (thirteen, of which seven seem 
indisputable) from '1'cst. of xii. Patriarchs. The 
first reference to our Epistle by name is that by 
Marcion, who included Romans in his collection of 
Pauline Epistles (see below, § viii. ). We may safely 
repeat here what was said on 1 Corinthians (which 
see), that the Epistle to the Romans has been 
recognized in the Christian Church as long as any 
collection of St. Paul's Epistles has been extant. 
In the Muratorian and other early lists our Epistle 
stands seventh among the Pauline Epistles, i.e. 
last among the Epistles addressed to Churches as 
distinct from individuals. Its present position at 
the head of the list appears first in the 4th cent, 
(see on 1 Cor., § I, and Sanday-Headlam, lxxxiv ff.). 
Another important direct quotation is in Ireuseus, 
Hair. in. xvi. 3, and in IV. xxvii. 3, an ' elder,' the 
pupil of men who had seen the apostles, is repre- 
sented as quoting Ro ll 17 - 31 (' Paulum dixisse') 
and 3 a . Marcion, it is true, omitted chs. 15. 16, 
and certain other passages ; but neither he nor any 
other heretic impugned the authority of the 
Epistle, which is included in all the ancient 
versions. But no weight of external attestation 
could be more eloquent than the style and char- 
acter of the Epistle itself. Its very difficulty is of 
a nature which raises it above the plane of cirti- 
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ficiality. For this difficulty springs from no 
clumsiness of expression or confusion of thought, 
but from the depth of the questions handled and 
the originality of their treatment. It is the most 
' Pauline' of all the writings which bear St. Paul's 
name. Accordingly, critics who have set down 
almost every other writing of the NT as anonymous, 
have allowed that this Epistle, along with those to 
the Corinthians and Galatians, is really from the 
hand of St. Paul. The somewhat reckless criticism 
of Bruno Bauer produced little or no effect upon 
the body of critical opinion in Germany. In more 
recent times the hypercriticism of the Dutch 
school of Loman and others, and the extreme 
theories of Steck (on these see 1 Corinthians, 
§ 4 ; also Sunday -Headlam, pp. Ixxxvi-lxxxviii), 
have failed to shake the main body of representa- 
tive critics in their estimate of our Epistle. 

ii. Time and Place of Writing.— The ministry 
of St. Paul as recorded in Acts falls into three 
periods : (a) The Antiochene (Ac 13-18 a ), when 
Antioch was his headquarters. Towards the end 
of this period (Ac 16-18) he founds the great 
Churches of the /Egean region, [b) The yEgean or 
Ephesian period (Ac 18 M -21 10 ), when he transfers 
his residence to Ephesus ; at the end come his 
second visit to Corinth and his last voyage to 
Jerusalem, (c) The period of captivity (Ac 21"-28) 
at Ca*sarea and Rome. To the first period belong 
the Epistles to the Thessalonians, written from 
Corinth ; to the second, the four Epistles to the 
Galatians, Corinthians, and Romans. The third 
period is that of the * captivity group,' Philinpians, 
Colossians, Ephesians, Philemon. Our Epistle 
was in all probability the last of its group, — cer- 
tainly it is later than 1 and 2 Corinthians. It 
was written from Corinth, where (assuming that 
IQP belongs to our Epistle, see below, § viii.) St. 
Paul was the guest of the Gaius of 1 Co l 14 . 

Phoebe, possibly the bearer of the letter, was a 
'deaconess' of Cenchreie, the eastern port of 
Corinth. Moreover, St. Paul was on the eve of 
departure from Corintli with the alms collected by 
him in Macedonia and Achaia ( 15 28 * '■*) for the ' poor 
saints' of Jerusalem. From the latter place he 
was hoping to visit Rome, and afterwards Spain 
(15* ; cf. 2 Co 8 1 - », Ac 24" 20" 19- 1 ). It was after 
the winter, which St. Paul had probably spent in 
Corinth (1 Co 16 6 ), for he proposed to sail to Syria 
(Ac 20 s ) and to reach Jerusalem before Pentecost 
(Ac20 w ). But Ro 15 contains no allusion to the 

Slot of the Jews which at the last moment forced 
im to change his route (Ac 20 s ). The exact year 
in which the Epistle was written depends upon the 
dates to be assigned to 1 and 2 Cor. (see 1 Cor- 
inthians, § 6 and reff., and Chronology of NT). 
If, as the present writer inclines to believe, the 
chronology of Lightfoot, etc., is not definitely 
superseded, the Epistle dates from just before the 
Passover of the year 58. If the whole scheme has 
to be shifted back two years, then the correspond- 
ing date in 56 must be adopted. The point may, 
for the purpose of this article, be left in suspense. 
The relative date, i.e. with reference to the other 
Epistles, is the point of real importance for the his- 
torical explanation of our Epistle. On this point 
the limits of doubt are narrow. There is no ques- 
tion but that Romans belongs, with 1 and 2 Cor. , to 
the A£gean period (see above), in contrast to 1 and 2 
Thess., which belong to the Antiochene period, 
and to Philippians, Colossians, Ephesians, Phile- 
mon, which come after St. Paul's captivities had 
begun. There is, moreover, no doubt that Romans 
was written on the eve of St. Paul's departure 
from the Mgean region, and therefore was preceded 
in time by both Epistles to the Corinthians. The 
point which is less absolutely certain is the relation 
of Romans to Galatians. It is not so very im- 



portant to subdivide the alternative hypotheses 
which agree in supposing Romans to follow 
Galatians. If Lightfoot's view of the close psycho- 
logical relation between 2 Corinthians and Gala- 
tians remains unshaken in it-self, and is not 
outweighed by general chronological considera- 
tions, we have a very intelligible historical situa- 
tion for the origin of Romans (see below, §§ iii. v.). 
Even if Galatians has to be placed at the beginning 
of the Ephesian period (Weiss, etc.) or at the close 
of the Antiochene period (Ramsay, Rendall, etc.), 
we lose, no doubt, something of the dramatic 
unity of situation, but we may still regard Romans 
as the mature expression and expansion of the 
thoughts struck out at white- heat in Galatians. 
But die relation is wholly reversed if (with Clemen, 
Chronol. der Paul. Brieje) we regard Galatians as 
presupposing Romans. This view is part of a 
general rearrangement of Pauline chronology dis- 
cussed in the art. 1 Corinthians, vol. i. p. 485. 
Its direct proof is drawn from the relation of the 
treatment of circumcision, the law, etc., in our 
Epistle to that in Galatians, which is supposed to 
represent an exacerbation of the apostle's attitude. 
The view to be maintained below (§§ iii.— vi. ) seems 
quite as legitimate an inference from the facts, 
and in itselfmore in accord with our general know- 
ledge of St. Paul's thought and temper. If the 
reader finds it unsatisfactory, he may remember 
that he has the hypothesis or Clemen to fall back 
upon. 

iii. Occasion and Purpose.— In order to esti- 
mate the occasion and purpose of our Epistle, we 
must first ask, For what readers was it meant? 
and, secondly, What was the apostle probably de- 
sirous to say to such readers at this particular 
time? This necessitates a glance at the ante- 
cedents of Roman Christianity. 

The Christian body to which our Epistle is ad- 
dressed was clearly not, like that of Thess. or 
even of Gal., of recent origin (I s - u 15 21 16 7 ). In 
view of features of the Epistle, to which atteution 
will presently be drawn, its origin is to be sought 
in connexion with the existence of a Jewish com- 
munity in Rome. 

1. Jews in Borne. — The first known connexion 
of the Jews and Romans was in the 2nd cent. R.C., 
under the Maccabees (1 Mac 8 ,7ff - 12 lff - 14*« 
15 10ff -). Jewish embassies had gone to Rome, and 
had obtained treaties of alliance (B.C. 161, 144, 
141, 129). Probably their earliest settlements in 
Rome date from thus period, — though there is no 
need to seek a special occasion at Rome at a 
period when Jews were beginning to find their 
way all over the civilized world. Cicero {pro 
Flacco, 59) tells us of a large Jewish community 
in Rome, which sent annual subsidies to Jeru- 
salem. The captives brought by Pompey from 
the East (B.C. 61) swelled their numbers. Many 
of these gained enfranchisement (Philo, Leg. ad 
Gaium, 23), and these are probably the Libertini 
who supported a synagogue of their own at Jeru- 
salem (Ac 6 B ). Their worship was expressly toler- 
ated by Julius, Augustus, and Tiberius. They 
occupied, according to Philo, a quarter of their 
own beyond the Tiber. But there is evidence of 
synagogues, and therefore of Jewish residents, in 
other parts of the city also. Josephus tells us 
how 8000 Jews in Rome supported the complaints 
against the rule of Archelaus in Judtea (A.D. 2-4 ; 
Ant. XVII. xi. 1 ; BJ II. vi. 1). The satires of 
Horace, Juvenal, and Persius show that the Jews 
were far from popular in Rome ; while yet, partly 
from the attraction which foreign rites had for 
the superstitious, partly, no doubt (Schurer, HJP 
§ 31, v.), from the more serious attraction of the 
fusion of a higher morality and a purer theism 
I than were to De found elsewhere, they did not 
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lack very numerous adherents ('Unns multorum,' 
Hor. Sut. I. ix. 71). A temporary expulsion, A.D. 
19, by Tiberius, did not long check their growing 
numbers and importance in the city (see, for de- 
tails, Schiirer, Gemeindeverfaasung, and HJP § 31, 
i. ii. ; Berliner, Gesch. der Judcn in Rom, 1893; 
Sanday-Headlam, Romans, Introd. § 2, and autho- 
rities cited by them). 

2. Origin of Christianity in Rome. — A move- 
ment which so profoundly stirred Judaism at its 
religious centre could not fail to find an early 
response in the Jewish community at the centre 
of the world's intercourse. At every great festival 
at Jerusalem, Roman Jews would be present (iwt- 
drffiovyrts, Ac 2 10 , i.e. tv xanrytpei, as Demosth. 
c. Mid. p. 584). This was the case at the first 
Christian Pentecost. We may see in the mention 
of the Roman Jews of Ac 2'° a significant hint 
of what may possibly have happened. ' Some who 
had gone forth from Rome as Jews may well have 
returned there as Christians' (W. H. Simcox). 
But we must look rather to the constant stream 
of movement to and fro than to the result of so 
momentary an impression as that of this one 
festival. 1 It would take more than they brought 
away from the Day of Pentecost to lay the founda- 
tions of a church.' The origin of the Roman 
Church is to be looked for in the steady though 
obscure circulation, kept up among the Jews as 
among other classes, between Rome and the pro- 
vinces. Aquila and Priscilla may have been 
Christians before their expatriation from Rome, 
A.D. 51, 52. It was, at any rate, in the class to 
which they belonged that the seed of the vast tree 
of Roman Christianity was first sown and grew 
(see also Sanday-Headlam, p. xxvii, for details 
from Ro 16). 

3. Apostolic foundation of the Roman Church.— 
There is no need to assume that any apostle first 
planted the gospel in Rome, nor do the facts per- 
mit the supposition. St. Paul is not, in writing 
to the Romans ( 15'-°), building upon the foundation 
laid by another. He is, on the contrary, discharg- 
ing an unfulfilled portion of his mission as Apostle 
to the Gentiles (11 1S l«- M ). The Roman Church, 
then, had hitherto lacked apostolic leadership 
and, so far as our Epistle informs us, organization 
on any permanent basis (see below, § vi. 5, and 
art. 1 Corinthians, vol. i. p. 490). It is true 
that early tradition ascrilies the foundation of the 
Roman Church to St. Peter, and a less ancient 
but still somewhat early tradition ascribes to that 
apostle a twenty - five years' episcopate of the 
Roman Church. The highly contentious char- 
acter of the questions here at issue, their extra- 
ordinary complexity, and their secondary bearing 
upon our mam subject, forbid anything but the 
slenderest discussion of them in this article. But 
it may be said, with reference to the first-named 
tradition, that the earliest testimony on the sub- 
ject ascribes the foundation of the Roman Church 
to St. Peter and St. Paul jointly ; it is * Petro- 
Pauline,' i.e. ascribes nothing to St. Peter which 
it does not equally ascribe to St. Paul. Moreover, 
it hinges primarily on the martyrdom of the two 
apostles at Rome. Clement, writing soon after 
95 (5 4ff -), couples the death of the two apostles in 
a context suggestive of martyrdom ; he does not 
expressly locate their death at Rome, but speaks 
of it as if it were within the direct knowledge of 
those on whose behalf he is writing. Ignatius 
(ad Rom. iv. 3) is less explicit ; he suggests that the 
two apostles had given instructions to the Roman 
Christians. His language exemplifies the habitual 
association of the two names. This is stronger 
still in Dionys. Cor. (in Eus. HE n. xxv. 8) ; he 
makes the two plant the Church of Corinth as 
well as that of Rome. Iremcus (and perhaps 



Hegesippus, ap. Eus. HE IV. xxii.) knows that 
the Roman Church claims the two apostles as its 
founders. Tertullian (Pratscr. 36) speaks of th«* 
two apostles as having ' poured into that Church 
all their doctrine along with their blood.' His 
Roman contemporary, Cuius, knows the rp6raia 
of the two apostles on the Vatican and by the 
Appian Way. We must notice, lastly, the inter- 
esting statement in the Preedicatio Pauli, quoted 
by pseudo- Cyprian (De rebapt., Hartel, vol. iii. 
p. 90), that after long separation the two apostles 
met and suffered together in Rome. It is a 
very improbable suggestion of Lipsius, that this 
stream of tradition owes its origin to the attempt 
to harmonize the relations of the two apostles, 
and that it presupposes the Clementine tradition 
in which the anti- Pauline tradition of Simon 
Magus at Rome was incorporated. This latter 
tradition is closely connected with the tradition 
which ascribes to St. Peter a special connexion 
with the Roman Church, i.e. as distinct from St. 
Paul. Whether it is possible to separate them, 
so as to exhibit the story of St. Peter's twentj'- 
tive years' episcopate, without any dependence on 
the legend which brings Simon Magus to Rome 
(which in turn seems wholly due to a well-known 
mistake of J ustin, see Diet. Chr. Biog. art. ' Simon 
Magus '), is a most intricate question. An inade- 
quate discussion of it would be worthless, an ade- 
quate discussion would transgress the proportions 
of this article. Suffice it, then, to say that the 
question of importance for our purpose is whether 
St. Peter can be credibly held to have come to 
Rome as early as the reign of Claudius (41-54). 
There are two possible sources for this supposition. 
The one is the statement of Justin, that Simon 
came to Rome in this reign. But, apart from the 
mistake upon which Justin founded this state- 
ment, neither Justin, nor Irenams, nor Tertullian 
after him, know anything of the Roman conflict 
of Simon with St. Peter. The other source is the 
idea that St. Peter, on leaving Jerusalem (Ac 12"), 
came to Rome shortly before the death of Herod 
Agrippa I. (i.e. about A.D. 42); the Lord having 
(as inferred from that text) commanded the 
apostles to remain twelve years in Jerusalem. 
Neither of these alternatives proves any founda- 
tion in fact for so early a visit of St. Peter to 
Rome. 

On tho whole, we conclude that the Petro-Pauline 
tradition is the only one which goes back to the 
1st cent., that it is presupposed by the tradition 
of the Roman conflict between St. Peter and 
Simon, and by the tradition of St. Peter's twenty- 
five years' episcopate, and that its foundation in 
fact is the martyrdom of both apostles at Rome. 
This was the ' foundation ' of the Roman Church in 
the sense in which the ' foundation-stone ' of a 
building is often laid after the actual foundations 
have been long in progress. The two apostles 
' consolidated the Church with their blood.' There 
is therefore no primitive tradition which brings St. 
Peter to Rome before St. Paul, or any long time 
before the usually accepted date of his martyrdom. 
(See Lipsius, Apokr. Apostclgesch. vol. h., and 
Quellen der rom. Petrissage ; Erbes, ' Todestage 
der Apostel Paul, und Pet.' in Texte und Untersuch. 
xix. 1 ; Lightfoot, St. Clement, vol. ii. p. 490 ff. ; 
the very careful and fair discussion in Sanday- 
Headlam, Intr. § 3 ; and Chase in art. Peter in 
vol. iii. of the present work). 

4. Composition of t/te Body addressed by St. Paid. 
—We must assume as the basis of discussion that 
St. Paul was not wholly ignorant of the composi- 
tion and general state of the Church to whicti he 
was writing. The names and data of ch. 16 : which 
we believe to be an original part of the Epistle 
(see below, § viii.), and the sureness of touch which 
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marks all St. Paul's references to the readers of 
this Epistle, are enough to carry us thus far. The 
Epistle, then, is certainly meant for readers of 
Gentile origin. St. Paul counts the Romans, as 
such, as Gentiles ; see l 7 '- iv olt iare koX w/xetj, v. 13 
iv toU Xourois tdvccrtv, cf. 15'* ff \ The readers are 
expressly described as Gentiles ll 13 " 33 , especially 
vfuy \4yu to:i {dvetrw, while he speaks of the Jews 
in the third person 9 ,ff - 1 Y u - *■ These passages 
are quite conclusive, and would justify a verdict if 
taken alone. 

But there are other passages which show with 
equal clearness that St. Paul is contemplating 
readers Jewish in their religious education and 
ideas. (1) The general argument of the Epistle, 
levelling down the Jew, both under law and under 

([race, to the footing of the Gentile, is more intel- 
igible as addressed to Christians of Jewish habits 
of thought. Th? careful discussion of Abraham's 
righteousness suggests a similar origin. Nor, be it 
observed, is there any suggestion of anti-Pauline 
agitators in the Roman Church to account for this 
line of argument (as in Galatians). 'Add to this 
the assumption Of knowledge (5" r *) as to Adam and 
his heritage of death, the pains taken (3 8 6 1 ) to 
rebut the imputation of antinomianisin, and to 
show (ch. 11) that the rejection of Israel may be 
but the necessary step to their eventual accep- 
tance. (2) The dialectical form in which Jewish 
difficulties are carefully faced, and paradoxes espe- 
cially abhorrent to the Jewish mind repelled with 
Hit yivmro (3»- 3 4' !'■ 13 9' 4 - ■ U 1 - », cf. Gal 2 17 ) ; the 
r/)ocxV«fa of 3 9 (cf. 4 1 , and 7 5- 6 in conjunction 
with the expansion, vv. 7-28 , also 9 IU ). (3) Here we 
must emphasize the express statement 7 1 ' 9 that 
the readers had lived under the Law, and in 'old- 
ness of letter,' and that by the death of Christ 
they had been discharged from their allegiance to 
the Law. This passage was regarded by Mangold 
(der B. -Brief u. s. gesch. Voraussetzungen, 1884) as 
the immovable corner-stone of the Jewish-Christian 
character of the Roman Church. It seems to ex- 
plain St. Paul's readiness throughout to make use 
of Jewish concessions (2"- 3-'- » «• 4 lflr - 6 Wff -) and his 
regard for objections natural to a Jewish mind. 

In any case, there is not the smallest evidence in 
the Epistle that St. Paul apprehended hostility on 
the part of his readers (see tt' 7 16 17 ). He writes as 
a Jew to Jewish, but not to inveterately prejudiced 
readers. The Judaism of the Dispersion was, in 
many places (e.g. Bercca), milder and less prati- 
quunt than that of -Palestine. The Jewish Chris- 
tianity of the Diaspora may well have stood, in 
many cases, in an analogous relation to that of the 
rruxol &yioi (Ac 21 **). Evidently, the Jewish in- 
fluence which had moulded the religious temper 
of the Roman Church was not, as in Galatia and 
Corinth, of a recently imported or aggressive type. 

How, then, are we to combine the two classes of 
evidence? Partly we might explain their diverg- 
ence by St. Paul's habit of treating one portion of 
a Church as if it represented the whole ; e.g. at 
Thessalonica, Corinth, and Ephesus there were 
numerous Jewish Christians, but St. Paul addresses 
the Churches, especially the first and last named, 
as wholly Gentile. 

But the mere assumption of a mixed composition 
does not quite account for the phenomena. The 
readers are treatc.l by St. Paul as a homogeneous 
body. Even in ch. 14 the distinction between the 
strong and the weak is not to be simply identified 
with that between Gentile and Jew. The Roman 
community as a whole is treated as Gentile in its 
elements, but Jewish in its ideas and feeling. Now, 
a class of men corresponding to this description 
existed all over the Hellenistic Jewish world in the 
Proselytes, the atjiJutvoi of Acts, who, without 
an a rule accepting circumcision, frequented the 



synagogues, observed the moral law, worshipped 
the God of Israel, and were instructed in the 
Scriptures. It was among these, according to Acts, 
that the gospel everywhere mode its lirst heathen 
conquests. Probably the Roman Church was no 
exception. If so, there would of course be, as at 
Corinth, etc., a nucleus of Christian Jews, and, by 
the time when our Epistle was written, numbers 
of heathen might well have become proselytes 
directly to the Christian body without previously 
passing through the intermediate stage of Jewish 
proselytiBm. Still it was the proselytes who gave 
the tone to the community, and they owed their 
all, as Christians, to the influence and training of 
Christian Jews. We are compelled to form hypo- 
theses in this matter, and it is this hypothesis 
which best satisfies the conditions of our problem. 
The old Tubingen alternative of anti - Pauline 
Jewish, or anti-Jewish Pauline Christianity, is not 
imposed upon us either by the facts of history or 
by the internal evidence of the letter itself. (On 
this subject see also Hort, Romans and Ephesians, 
pp. 19-33 ; Beyschlag in SK , 1867 ; Schiirer's art. 
on ' Romans ' in Encyc. Brit."). 

5. Letter or Treatise? — This being assumed, we 
may approach the question of the writer's purpose. 
St. Paul would not fail to see that the future of 
Gentile Christianity in the Roman world depended 
to no small extent upon the future of the Christian 
body in the imperial city. \\ e accept the sugges- 
tion of Ramsay, that St. Paul had early grasped 
the importance of the Roman empire as a vehicle 
for the dissemination of the gospel. To commend 
his own gospel — the gospel of the Gentiles — to a 
community like that at Rome, was no hopeless 
task. To this end a personal visit to Rome was 
the obvious means, and this he had long resolved 
to pay (l n ). But a letter such as this would pave 
the way for a successful visit, and meanwhile it 
would accomplish much. Hence its reasoning con- 
ciliatory tone (12 s 15 M * etc.), specially characteristic 
of a period of reaction from a critical contest, 
when the apostle's own desire for peace was, more- 
over, finding concrete expression in the great \oyla 
(15 26 - aoff -)- It was, then, no mere arbitrary choice 
which led St. Paul to address this, his greatest 
letter, to Rome. The Epistle is not a systematic 
treatise which might with equal appropriateness 
have been addressed to any Church. It has, 

grimarily at least, in view the idiosyncrasy of the 
hristian community at Rome (see balow, § v.). 

6. Relation to ot/ier Epistles of the group'. — Our 
Epistle comes at the close of a period of deep agi- 
tation, reflected in the Epp. to the Corinthians and 
Galatians, and summed up in 2 Co 7* ffafav M^X ai > 
ttrudev 4>b^oi. Referring for details to the articles 
on those Epistles, it will suffice to say that many 
of 'the circumcision' had never in their hearts 
acquiesced in the recognition (Ac 15, Gal 2 s ) of a 
Christianity emancipated from the Law, or frankly 
recognized the apostleshipof St. Paul. At Corinth 
the Tatter question had been brought into promi- 
nence, in Galatia the former and deeper question. 
The Epistle to the Galatians stands in the closest 
relation to our Epistle, and its main ideas must be 
grasped as a preliminary to the understanding of 
Romans (see below, § v.). 'To the Galatians, the 
apostle flashes out in indignant remonstrance the 
first eager thoughts kindled by his zeal for the 
gospel, striking suddenly agains* a stubborn rem- 
nant of Judaism. To the Romans he writes at 
leisure, under no pressure of circumstances, in t he 
face of no direct antagonism, explaining, complet- 
ing, extending the teaching of the earlier Epistle, 
by giving it a double edge directed against Jew and 
Gentile alike' (Lightfoot). The agitators of Gal- 
atia had insisted upon the Law as a necessary and 
permanent scheme of righteousness and salvation 
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for mankind. Laid down by God as the condition 
of man's communion with Himself, it could not be 
set aside by any subsequent covenant. Man could 
only appear before God as a faithful doer of the 
Law. St. Paul in reply had addressed himself to 
two main points: (1) to prove that the Law could 
not, and that faith alone could, make man right- 
eous in God's sight ; (2) to show the true position 
of the Law in the history of God's dealings with 
man. Righteousness, he argues, is a free gift from 
God to man, and as such was accorded to Abraham 
on the sole condition of faith in an unconditional 
promise. The inheritance of this promise passes 
not by any earthly law of succession, but to those 
who resemble Abraham in his faith. The Law, 
being of long subsequent date to the Promise, 
could not be meant to affect its f uliilment. It was 
given for a temporary purpose, pending the fulfil- 
ment of the Promise, namely, to prepare men for 
the fulfilment by bringing out and making men 
feel their essential sinfulness and helpless inability 
to approach God with any claim to righteousness 
of their own. The righteousness which they could 
not earn is accorded as the fulfilment of the promise 
to Abraham's faith in Christ. Like the promise 
itself, it is unconditional, demanding nothing on 
our part but faith. To go back to circumcision is 
to abandon the attitude of faith, and to refuse 
to see that in Christ the Law has fulfilled its pur- 
pose, and has an end. ' Behold, I Paul say unto 
you, that if ve accept circumcision, Christ shall 
profit you nothing ' (Gal 5*, cf. the whole of ch. 3). 
This is the central thought worked out in Romans, 
but fortified and enlarged by a wider outlook upon 
history, a profound application to the principles of 
the moral life, and a comprehensive philosophy of 
the history of revelation. In this latter part of 
our Epistle (chs. 9-11) the school of Baur saw its 
principal purpose. This is a mistake. But it is 
essential to St. Paul's argument to show that the 
righteousness of faith, by excluding the Jewish 
'boast,' does not involve a reversal of God's 'gifts 
and calling.' 

iv. Argument of the Epistle, and Analysis. 
— The theological part of the Epistle extends from 
l 18 to the end of ch. 11. It treats successively the 
Theology of (1) Redemption (l"-5), (2) of the 
Christian life (6-8), and (3) of history (9-11). The 
Theology of Redemption comprises two themes, 
summed up and contrasted in 5'-'" 21 , viz. the * wrath 
of God' {V-S 10 ) and the righteousness of God 
(3 ,, -5 11 ). The wrath of God is the correlative of 
man's need of redemption. ' First comes the state- 
ment that the world up to that moment had been, 
morally speaking, a failure' (Mozley, Miracles, 
Lect. vii., a remarkable passage on our Epistle). 
A moral creed was there, but not a corr 
life. Among Jews and Gentiles alike 
are the same: 'knowledge without action.' The 
utmost the knowledge of right could do for man 
was to confound him with a sense of utter self- 
condemuation. And this self-condemnation was 
but the perception of an awfully real fact — the 
wrath of God revealed in all its fearful intensity, 
not only upon the careless Gentile, but upon the 
privileged Jew, whose privilege (none the less real 
because of his apostasy, 3 1 " 8 ) only heightened his 
persona] guilt. But God's dealings with men, His 
self-revealed character, had not only led men to 
fear His holiness, but had also from the first led 
men to look upon Him as a Saviour. His long 
series of mercies to His people had led them to 
look forward to something in the future, some 
deliverance more final, more complete, more mar- 
vellous, than His mighty works of old. God was 

t>lcdgcd to redeem, ami God was righteous (see 
telow, 8 vi. (I)). The OT revelation had led men 
to hold to the righteousness of God as containing 



esponding 
the facts 



the promise of salvation ; the gospel declares it 
as an accomplished fact. And the universality of 
the wrath of God before Christ only brings out 
that redemption, when it came, was the sole out- 
come of the righteousness of God, and not in any 
degree the achievement of man. God's righteous- 
ness has as its correlative the fact of Redemption. 
The redeeming work of Christ, then, wherein God 
appears as ' righteous and making righteous ' (3*), 
humbles man even more completely than did the 
antecedent revelation of wrath — their boast is 
shut out, not (only) by a law of works, but (even 
more completely) by a law of faith. The privilege 
of the Israelite has no place in the sight ot God. 

And this strange result, so far from revoking the 
word of God in the OT, is really its fulfilment. 
This gospel of faith, this levelling of privilege, was 
preached before the Law, before any characteristic 
institute of Judaism was ordained. The whole 
story of Abraham —the boasted father of Jewish 
privdege— makes this clear (ch. 4). ' Well, then, 
my readers,' the apostle concludes, 'let us all make 
this gift of God our own ' (see Beet on Ixwftev, 5 1 ). 
Peace with God is ours, founded on the certainty 
of God's love for us — a certainty created in our 
hearts by the Spirit of God Himself, but no mere 
subjective certainty ; for actual recorded fact 
speaks plainly to us of that love — a love transcend- 
ing all probable limits of human devotion. We 
can trust God to complete what He has begun, 
and_ live in joyful hope, however the appearances 
of life are against us. 

True, the experience of history, so far, has been 
that of a world-wide heritage of death and sin. 
But the act of weakness which bequeathed that 
heritage to man has now been superseded by an 
act of Divine power fraught with the promise of 
Righteousness and Life to all who receive the 
abundance of its grace (5' 2 " 1 '). 

In this great twofold division of human history, 
how subordinate a part was played by Law ! It 
forms the last episode of the heritage of death, 
aggravating the disease in order to intensify man's 
want of the Remedy (5*). 

St. Paul has done half his work, and what he 
has done is ' more than half of the whole.' He 
has shown that the wall of sin no longer shuts out 
the soul from God, that access to God is ours, that 
the Christian Life is made possible. 

But it remains for him to place the Christian 
Life itself before our eyes, and this he does in the 
second great section. And, first of all, he takes it 
in the concrete (ch. 6). The twofold question, 
'Shall we sin?' (vv. 1 * 1 *) at first sight answers 
itself— no one would say that the Christian is to 
sin. But the weight of the question really turns 
on the reason why ? These chapters (6-8) give us 
the fundamental principles of Christian ethics. 
And, first of all, he shows us that ' the grace 
wherein we stand,' which he has hitherto viewed 
negatively as Justification, i.e. Forgiveness of sin, 
is on its positive side union with Christ. If we 
were united to Him by Baptism, the rite resembling 
His Death, we shall further be united with Him 
by something corresponding to His Resurrection, 
viz. a new vital energy — km* bnjri farjs ; only, we 
must realize this — allow the new life of Christ to 
wield our limbs. For we are no longer under an 
external compulsion, but instinct with an indwelling 
Force— ' not under law, but under grace.' 

Our obedience to the will of God will be not less 
complete for this reason,— but far more. 'If,' he 
continues, 'you seem to take what I have said as 
a paradox, I will make my meaning plain by an 
unworthy metaphor. You have to choose between 
slavery and slavery — nay, you have made your 
choice — you have renounced slavery to sin. WelL 
then, you are slaves of righteousness, slaves of 
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God : you cannot, if you look back on the past, 
repent your choice. You are dead in Christ, and 
when a person dies, he passes out of the control of 
law. \ ou then, in dying with Christ, died to the 
law, and are alive to Christ alone ' (6 u -7 4 ). 

St. Paul passes from the concrete picture of the 
Christian life to the consideration of the forces 
which are at work in it (7 8 -8). He employs the 
method of difference, comparing the pre-Christian 
life at its very best, i.e. as lived under Divine law, 
with the Christian life ; the old life under the letter 
with the new life in the Spirit. This contrast 
is tersely stated in 7 8,8 , then life under law is 
characterized in 7 7 " 1 *, and life in the Spirit in ch. 8. 
In the question asked in 6', so far as it needs 
an explicit answer, is formally answered. 

The connexion of 9-11 with the general argument 
of the Epistle may be best seen if we consider how 
they are anticipated in 3 1 * 8 . That this is so can be 
readily proved. The Rejection of Israel, then, 
was a fact which apparently collided with the main 
thought of the first section— the Righteousness of 
God. The Righteousness of God was apparently, 
to St. Paul, above all God's consistency with, or 
truth to, His revealed character and purpose. 
And the absolute levelling of Jew and Gentile — 
especially the levelling down of the Jew to the 
position of the Gentile as the object of God's wrath 
— had the look of a revocation of express promise, 
the going back upon God's own covenant. Was, 
then, God a 1 covenant- breaker ' ? — yivovro. Yet 
to St. Paul the difficulty was a very real one, and 
had to be explained. His fundamental explana- 
tion is found in O^and ll 1 * 10 — viz. that the proper 
party to the Divine covenant, the true heir to the 
Promises, is not Israel after the fiesh, but the 
believing few — or, rather, all who by their faith 
prove themselves true sons and heirs of Abraham 
(see ch. 4), and that this has been made plain by 
God all along. But there is the equally important 
thought that the calling in of all nations — without 
which the Divine promises from Abraham down- 
wards would not be satisticd, nor the Truth of God 
really maintained — would have been impossible 
but for the rejection of the Jews. 'By their fall, 
salvation had come to the Gentiles,' their un- 
righteousnes8 had cstablis/icd the Righteousness of 
God (3 s ). This is the great paradox of the third 
section. Still, even with St. Paul, t6 ovyytvts rot 
Setv6v, ri 6' 6pu\la, blood is thicker than water, and 
he will not surrender the hope of the ultimate 
conversion of the apostate people, consecrated as 
they are by the root whence they had sprung 

(1 111-32). 

The argument therefore falls into the following 
tabular scheme :— 

L Epistolary Introduction, 1W*. 

A. THE SALUTATION 01).— *. The writer, his gospel 

and apostleship (18); p. the readers (?»); y. the 
greeting <J°~). 

B. The Romans, and the Apostles desire to 

PREACH TO THEM (8-»X 

IL Doctrinal I'art (118-11). 

A, THEOLOOY OF SALVATION (118-8). 

a. Theology of Jtrdemption (116-6). 
Preamble (11« I'). 

(1) The Wrath of God (liS-320). 

All, Gentiles (1^) and Jews (21-38), 
alike (3*») under the wrath of God 
against sin, and in need of redemp- 
tion ; (2118 lay down a general prin- 
ciple, preparing for the direct attack 
(17-28) upon Jewish self-esteem). 

(2) The Righteousness of God (bringing re- 
demption to all) (321-621). 

«.The fact of Redemption (321-28) 
(W.2S2B. Significance of the Death 
of Christ). 

p. All men on an equality in view of 

this fact (327 30). 
y.The Righteousness of Faith older 

than that of Law (33i-4»). 
t. The Righteousness of Faith the basis 

of Certitude and Hope (51"). 
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*. Conclusion. The work of Christ in 
contrast with the failure of Adam 

(612-21). 

b. Theology of the Christian Life (6L-8»). 

(1) Synthetic treatment. The Christian and 
the pre-Christian life contrasted as— 

m. Life and death (6» i«). 
p. Sin and righteousness ((J 15 - 81 ). 
y. Law and grace (or letter and Spirit) 
(6" 71-8). 

(2) Analytic treatment (!?*■*): the factors (or 
psychology) of the Christian life. 

«. Under Law : flesh, will, intellect 

(75.7-33). 

p. Under Grace : spirit, and the Spirit of 

God (78 8). 
Tub Spirit of Sonship in CimisT 
creates / Obedience to God's WilJflP-W). 
in us \ Certitude and Hope (8i<*-»). 
B. THEOLOOr OF HISTORY ((Ml; cf. JM^ 

(The character of God as shown in the history of the 

People of God). 
The problem of the rejection of Israel (8i-») con- 
sidered in relation to — 

a. The Past (the promise of God) (9«-29). 

(1) The promise to Israel was never, from 
the first, tied to fleshly descent (' »), but 
freedom was expressly reserved to God 

(14-18). 

(2) This freedom vindicated— «. a priori 
(l»-2i), and p. a posteriori (22-2*) ; what has 
happened is the fulfilment of God's word 
in prophecy (2»-28). 

b. The Present (W-Vin), the responsibility of 
the rejected. 

(1 ) The actual error of Israel (930-10*). 

(2) Their error analyzed and defined (10»-13). 

(3) Its inexcusable nature shown (101*21). 
C. The Future (1U »). The Rejection of Israel. 

(1) Only partial (1H-1<>). 

(2) Only temporary (ll'i-M). 

Doxology, closing part II. B. and the doctrinal 
portion of the Epistle (11»*). 

III. Practical Part. 

a. General social and Moral Duties (12. 13). 

a. Practical Christian Conduct (121-21). 

b. The Christian and the Civil Power (131-7). 

c. The Law of Love (13» i»X 

d. The Approach of the Day (13"-i«). 

B. Mutual Duties of Sections in the Church 

(14L-151S). 

a. The Strong and the Weak (141-23). 

b. Gentiles and Jews (151-"). 

IV. Epistolary Conclusion (15"-1627). 

a. The Apostle and his readers (15*«-»*). 

b. The Xtyim, and the Apostle's approaching visit 

to Jerusalem (lb^) 
C. Introduction of Phoebe (1G 1 - 2), and salutations 
to individuals («•>, 

d. Final warnings (17-20) and benediction. 

e. Salutations from individuals [and benediction 

in many MSS] (21 24). 

f . Final Doxology (2S W). 

v. Importance of the Epistle.— It is evident 
that we have here, not exactly a systematic 
treatise on Christian doctrine, but a letter, held 
together in all its parts by a central idea, the 
working out of which in its presuppositions and 
applications is the essential purpose of the whole. 
Ihis central idea is to be sought for in connexion 
with what the apostle calls (2 16 16'- 15 ) 1 my gospel ' 
(cf. I 1 " 8 ). This expression, understood in the light 
of Gal SJ 7 , points to more than a mere subdivision 
of labour Detween the apostles. Not merely the 
well-being, but the very existence of non -Jewish 
Christianity depended upon the gospel specially 
entrusted to St. Paul (compare Ph 2 16 with Gal 2*=). 
The gospel of the uncircumcision, St. Paul's gospel 
(Ro 16 38 , Eph 3 s - 8 - 7 ), meant the levelling of Jewish 
privilege and self-righteousness (Ro 10 s 3 s "), and 
this rested upon the principle of faith as the sole 
ground of righteousness in the sight of God (3 W - " 
read yap, 4 18 etc. ). 

If this view is correct, — and it seems to follow 
directly from St. Paul's own language,— it at 
once places Romans in a fundamental position 
among our materials for a Pauline theology, 
and marks the earlier chapters as fundamental in 
comparison with the rest of the Epistle. To take 
the latter point first : it was a too external view 
of the Epistle which led Baur to see its primary 
purpose in the subject of chs. 9-11. Near to the 
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apostle's heart (9 ,ff -) as that subject was, it belongs 
to the historical application of the fundamental 
idea of the Epistle rather than to the fibre and 
substance of that idea itself. The ideal relation 
between God and man holds good prior to any 
particular course which in God's providence the 
religions history of the world may have followed. 
Had the Jews never enjoyed the position of a 
chosen people, the fundamental facts of human 
nature in relation to God would have been the 
same. The Law came in as a secondary factor 
{P"), and the historical relations of Jew and 
Gentile, the apostasy of the Jews, belong to the 
sphere not of eternal realities, but of the contin- 
gent. Therefore the first eight chapters accomplish 
St. Paul's primary purpose ; the next three round 
off his fundamental thought by vindicating it in 
the light of religious history. And of the first 
eight chapters, clearly those (6-8) which deal with 
the principles of the Christian life presuppose and 
are governed by those which treat of man s funda- 
mental relation to God (1-5). These chapters, 
then, which are directed to convincing all Chris- 
tians, especially those of Jewish habits of thought, 
that man cannot become righteous by means of 
law, but only by faith, are the central portion of 
the Epistle, and it is there that its main purpose 
is to be found. St. Paul's main purpose was, 
then, to commend ' his gospel,' the principle of the 
righteousness of faith, to the Christians of Rome. 
But if so, it is a letter, not a treatise in the full 
sense of the word. So far from being meant as a 
compendium of Christian doctrine, it is not written 
with special reference to what was common to St. 
Paul and the older apostles (1 Co 15"). This the 
Romans already know, and it is taken for granted 
( 16' 7 6 17 )- The apostle writes not to controvert, 
nor even to reconstruct rfe novo, but to complete 
(1"). St. Paul's gospel was but the explicit for- 
mulation of what was implied in the gospel as 
preached by all, and from the first. If Christ, as 
all taught and all believed, had died not in vain, 
then righteousness did not come through Law (cf. 
Gal 2 21 ). It need not, then, surprise us that the 
enunciation ex professo of the specifically Pauline 
doctrines is almost confined to the Epistles of this 
group. In the earlier Epistles to the Thessa- 
Jonians, St. Paul is at a simpler stage of his 
teaching. To the recent converts of Macedonia, 
temperance, righteousness, and the judgment that 
was to come (Ac 24**) supply the natural heads of 
instruction. In Philippians we catch the last 
echoes of the great controversy ; in Ephesians, 
Colossians, Philemon, and still more in Timothy 
and Titus, new circumstances call forth different 
categories of doctrine. But throughout, the prin- 
ciples of Romans and Galatians are presupposed 
and are fundamental. Lastly, as compared with 
Galatians itself, our Epistle is primary. Galatians 
(see above, § iii. 6) is addressed at a special psycho- 
logical moment. Its argument from the priority 
in time of the covenant of faith reappears, identical 
in substance, but in more extended elaboration, in 
Ro 4. But the eternal principle which underlies 
this historical argument is worked out in Romans 
with a wider outlook and a deeper foundation in 
human nature. The Gentile world is included in 
the arraignment of human helplessness before God. 
The history is carried back from Abraham to 
Adam ; the justification of man is put into relation 
with the righteousness of God, the inability (8 s ) 
of the Law to save is grounded upon a searching 
psychological analysis of its exact effect (Ro 7 5ff -, 
cf. Gal 3'"), and the contrasted moral renovation 
effected by the Spirit (Gal 5 lwr ) is described at 
length and put into relation with a comprehensive 
and sublime view of the meaning and destiny of 
creation. Mo doubt, the root-ideas of Romans are 



those of Galatians ; but in the latter Epistle St. 
Paul is dealing with the controversy of the hour, 
in Romans he is dealing with human nature itself, 
and with the fundamental and universal relations 
of man as man to God as God, as conditioned by 
the central fact of history — the Person and work 
of Christ. Our Epistle, then, is the ripe fruit of 
St. Paul's distinctive mission as a master-builder 
(I Co 3 10 ) in the formation of the Church. In 
chs. 1-5, where he speaks as a Jew to Jews, we 
see Judaism led out of itself by the gospel, but by 
its own methods and from its own premises. This 
is a re-statement, but on a broader basis, of the 
position of Galatians. Then in chs. 6-8, speak- 
ing as a Christian to Christians, he brings out 
the contrast between law (and flesh) and grace 
(and spirit) as the respective spheres of the old 
and the new life. Here the Jewish point of view, 
its legalism and nationalism, are left far behind, 
and the ethical categories of the OT (even in their 
truest significance) have given place to those of the 
New (compare the deepened sense of the terms 
'spirit' and 'flesh,' below, § vi.), the obedience of 
slaves to that of sons, the natural man to the 
spiritual ; propitiation for sin issues in the destruc- 
tion of its power (8 lff -), the satisfaction of Law by 
Christ in its supersession as a factor in the spiritual 
life. 

vi. Theology and characteristic Ideas. — 
An article like the present neither requires nor 
permits a full discussion of these ; but it would be 
incomplete without a brief enumeration of the 
principal characteristic conceptions of the Epistle. 

1. ror his conception of God, St. Paul is depen- 
dent on the Old Testament. In other words, he 
does not so much analyze the idea of God as the 
absolute or perfect Being, as insist upon the char- 
acter of God as it has entered into human experi- 
ence in the course of God's dealings with men. 
This has been the case in two main ways. On the 
one hand, God has revealed Himself to man through 
nature (l 20 *-) and conscience (2 U '-). 'His eternal 
power and divineness' and the doom due to sin are 
made known to man apart from direct revelation, 
and moral apostasy is therefore without excuse. 
On the other hand, the will (2 :s ) and character 
of God have been specially revealed, and Divine 
promises have l>een given, to a particular nation 
entrusted with His 1 oracles ' (9 ,ff 3'). Both Jew and 
Gentile, in their several waj's, have the terrible 
knowledge, antecedent to Christ, of the wrath of 
God (l 18 ). This conception is with St. Paul pri- 
marily csc/iatulogical (see Sanday-Headlam, in lor., 
and on 5"), but the certainty of its unveiling in 
the ' day of wrath ' (2 s ) is a. present certainty. The 
wrath of God in our Epistle is the category which 
includes the sternly retributive attitude of God 
towards sin, His 6tK<uoKpi<rla (2 s ). It stands in the 
closest relation to the OT conception of the Divine 
Holiness (see Expositor, March 1899, p. 193). If 
the Divine wrath is an experience common to 
Jew and Gentile alike, the Divine Righteousness 
(see the two artt. on this subject) is one specifically 
related to revealed religion. This is, of course, 
true on the view very commonly taken of the 
phrase diKaaxrvvv dtou in l 17 and other passages of 
the Epistle, viz. that it denotes, not an attribute 
of God Himself, but a righteousness which man 
derives from God as its source. This view, which 
has influenced the RV of l 17 , supplies an idea so 
obviously necessary to St. Paul's contrast between 
the false righteousness and the true (10 3 etc.), and 
is in such close correspondence with his language 
in 2 Co 5*', Ph 3* etc., that it must, in some way 
or other, be included in any satisfactory explana- 
tion of the phrase in l 17 and cognate passages. 
But there is a marked tendency in many quarters 
to go back to the sense suggested by the parallelism 
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of Stvapis Oeod and Six. Otov in l 16, 17 as the primary 
one, and to recognize the antithesis between the 
wratli of (iod as the ' revelation ' antecedent to the 
gospel, and the ' righteousness of God' as the 
specific revelation of the gospel itself. The main 
objection to this is the presupposition that by God's 
' righteousness ' must be meant His stern retribu- 
tive justice, i.e. His anger against sin. The result 
of an examination of the use of the conception of 
God's righteousness in the Old Testament is, how- 
ever, adverse to this presupposition. The subject 
is sub judice, and it is beyond the province of this 
article to attempt to decide it (see above, § iv. ; 
Sand ay- Head lain, p. 241!'.; Expos., March 1893, 
p. 187ff. ; Hiiring, Sik. 0. bci Paulus, Tubingen, 
1896 ; Beck in Netie Jahrb.f. deutsche T/ieol. 1895, 
p. 249 ff.; Kolbing in SK, 1895, p. 7 if. Hiring, 
p. 1411'., tabulates the principal alternative views). 
There is, at any rate in this Epistle, the closest 
correlation between the righteousness of God and 
the justification of the believer in Christ (3 M ). 

A similar correlation exists between the final 
salvation of man and the Glory of God. By this 
expression St. Paul sometimes means the honour 
due to God from His creatures (1 Co 10", Ro IG") ; 
but there is a sense, specially characteristic of our 
Epistle, in which it denotes the supreme destiny 
of man, realized in the ultimate salvation of the 
redeemed (3 d 9 a , cf. 8 19 !fl -»). The idea of the 
word Sofa here seems to be the positive counter- 
part of the more negative dxoKdXu^n. The latter 
suggests the removal of something which hides, 
the former the shining forth of the thing previ- 
ously hidden in all its sublime reality. Relatively, 
this is seen in any signal display of Divine power, 
e.g. in the resurrection of Christ (6 4 ). Absolutely, 
it is reserved for the consummation of all things, 
when the kingdom of God shall appear in its per- 
fection, and the righteous shall shine forth in it 
as the sun. In this connexion the Divine pre- 
destination must be taken into account. In 9 a , 
though the general context relates more especially 
to the Divine predestination of men to function, 
i.e. to the several parts they play in the providen- 
tially ordered course of history, there is in the 
immediate context unquestioned reference to those 
whom God has prepared for glory (see above), in 
contrast to those who are ' made ready ' (it is not 
said ' by God Himself •') for destruction. There is 
neither here nor elsewhere in the Epistle any- 
thing said of the 'double predestination. 7 But 
the predestination of the saints is clearly laid down 
in 8- 9 - 30 . Only, in the latter passage foreknow- 
ledge precedes predestination. On the whole, while 
frankly recognizing the predestinarian language 
used, we must also recognize its limitations. The 
apostle does not appear to be giving expression 
to a systematized scheme of thought on the subject. 

The will of God for man's conduct enters into man's 
experience in the form of Law. In the generic 
sense, the term is applicable to any authoritative 
principle of action normally issuing in human 
obedience (8*, cf. 3™, 1 Co 9"). Such obedience 
may, however, be the response either to an en- 
abling principle working from within (see passages 
just quoted, and 8 14, -)» or to a summons confront- 
ing man from without. In this, the characteristic 
sense of vdfiot in our Epistle, law is a factor in 
the moral life fitted to acquaint the intellect with 
the Divine standard of conduct [V s and previous 
context), but incapable (iSOvarov, 8 3 ) of bringingthe 
life of man into harmony with its precepts. This 
result, due to the conditions of human nature 
(below, 2) is the more apparent the mor.; fixed and 
definite the form in which law is promulgated. 
This appears to be the meaning of 'the letter' 
(ypd/xpa), in which the full moral effect of law is 
seen (7*, cf. 2 Co 3«, 1 Co 15 M , Ro 3 19 4 1B 5* V, Gal 



3"). This was above all true of the one law which 
had conveyed to man in inexorable fixity and 
detiniteness the Divine standard of action, the 
Jewish law, 6 v6fiot. The denotative force of the 
definite art. depends upon its context. In most 
cases, • the law ' in question is the Jewish law ; on 
the other hand, the anarthrous v6pu>t may well be 
used of the Jewish law, either as a law or as 
representing the principle of law, or as a quasi- 

? roper name (probably 7', possibly 3 31 etc.). See, 
urther, art Law (in NT). The Christian is 
ideally free from 'law' as an external principle 
(6 14 ), out to be irwb x^P 1 " is to be fvvopm XpurroS 
(1 Co 9 21 , cf. Ro 8 1 , see below, 2; on the whole sub- 
ject, cf. GiH'ord, p. 41 If.). 

In connexion with the doctrine of God, we must, 
lastly, note the bearing of the Epistle on the theo- 
logy of the Person and W orlc of Christ. Neither 
are treated of ex professo. But in 1*- 8 and 9* we 
have the contrast between what Christ was, Kara 
ffdpxa, and His higher nature as Son of God (I s ) 
and as actually God (9 s ). The difficulty of the 
former passage is in the exact interpretation of 
*ar& vrtv/M ayiuxriirrjt (see GiH'ord and Sanday- 
Headlam, in loc). In the latter there is a still 
more difficult question of punctuation (see the 
Commentaries, also Ezra Abbot, Critical Essays, 
and Hort's critical note, in loc. ). On the whole, the 
punctuation assumed just above appears distinctly 
the more probable. The principle, moreover, of 
riXot vb/xov Xpurr&t (10*), and Christ as an object of 
Faith (l 1 SoOXos 'Iij<r. Xp., contrast 1 Co 7= a ), and 10'» 
which identifies Christ (by the context) with mn% 
make decisively in the same doctrinal direction. 
(On 8 s see below, 2). 

On the Atonement, 3 s5 - 16 is a classical passage, but 
it leaves open most of the difficult questions which 
attend the theology of that mysterious subject. 
The reader must consult the admirable excursus 
of Sanday - Headlam on the subject, Lightfoot's 
notes, and the discussion of the passage in R. W. 
Dale, The Atonement. The key to the meaning is 
to be found in the words Waorfipiov . . . iv rip aXftan 
airrov, rather than in the tvSftl-tt t»)i BtKatoffOnjt 
aisroD, which, taken by itself, would hardly compel 
us to go beyond the thought of punishment as a 
vindication of God's moral government, which by 
no means exhausts the significance of the Atone- 
ment. The doctrine is emphasized, but not ex- 
plained, in 5 8 ' 10 . 

2. St. Paul's doctrine of man is formulated in OT 
categories, but enlarged and deepened by his out- 
look upon life .and history, and by his personal 
experience as a Jew and as a 1 slave of Christ ' 
(Ro l 1 ). His comprehensive formula for human 
nature is ' flesh ' — ' all flesh ' (cf. 1 Co 3* Mpunrot = 
ffdpKivoi). From the time of Theodore of Mopsues- 
tia to our own day the moral colour of St. Paul's 
conception of odpt has been matter of keen debate. 
The close relation between flesh and sin in his 
theology is obvious. But to make the connexion 
essential, is to mistake the entire meaning of the 
apostle. In Ro 8 s we have the crucial passage. 
What the law could not do— namely, liberate man 
from the law of sin — God did by sending His own 
Son, and in Him condemning sin 'in the flesh.' 
That is, sin was, by the mere fact (xiu^at) of the 
coming of Christ, shown to be a usurper in human 
nature. This was effected by the Son of God 
coming ' in the likeness of sinful flesh ' — iv 6noniuart 
capxbs i/iafrrlat. 'Sinful flesh' is the universal 
condition in which our common humanity draws 
its first breath (5 14 ). Christ did not enter into 
this condition, but into its 'likeness.' The un- 
likeness certainly did not consist in 'the flesh' 
(l 3 9 s ) which Christ took in reality, not in mere 
likeness. St. Paul could not have written iv 6/mxw- 
pMTt oapKus. But neither did he write iv vapid 
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apaprlat, which he should have done hnd sin been 
to him part of the very meaning of ' flesh ' (see 
Gilford's admirable discussion, Introd. p. 52, and 
in loc.). His language expresses with consum- 
mate accuracy the thought that Christ ' by taking 
our flesh made it sinless' (Tertull.), and so broke 
the empire over human nature usurped by sin. 
Flesh, iu fact, has with St. Paul a physical (aipxivot) 
and a moral (<rapKiic6t ) sense. In the former sense, 
as long as this life lasts we are 4v aapxl (Gal 2*), 
in the ' mortal body 1 (Ro 6 ,a 8 11 ). But ideally the 
Christian has left the flesh as the sphere of his 
moral life behind (Ro 7 6 8 9 ). But in the pre-Chris- 
tian, and even in the imperfectly Christian life, the 
aipKivot is inevitably vapxiKds (Ro 7 U , 1 Co 3 lg -). 
This is carried back by him to a historic beginning 
in the one sin of one man (5"' 18 " 18 ), which left 
human nature under the reign of death and sin. 
Unquestionably, actual disobedience is to St. Paul 
far graver than passive or congenital sin. Before 
sin becomes a fact of experience, the individual is, 
comparatively speaking, 'alive' (7 9 ). But guilt 
in some sense is there already (5 M ), and rebellion is 
there, though latent and ' dead ' (7 8b ), and it needs 
but the first shock of prohibition to 1 revive' (v. 9 ). 
Under the most favourable conditions of enlighten- 
ment, with the law of God to guide it, and with 
complete mental assent to and enthusiasm for 
(7**, cf. 2 17 ) that law, human nature experiences 
helpless failure and disaster. But, where the 
higher guidance is absent or lost, man becomes 
more and more lost to self-respect and moral con- 
viction (l 18 -**). In a sense the heathen is, like the 
Jew, under law : apart from the ideal sense in 
which ' the Jewish law was a law for all men ' 
(Hort, Romans and Ephesians, p. 25), his reason 
and conscience (2 U ), if normal and healthy, tell 
him what is right. The ' natural virtue ' of Aris- 
totle is fully recognized by St. Paul, and it is, 
in fact, this inward moral law that is restored in 
Christ. But, in fact, the law of conscience con- 
demned the Gentile as completely as the written 
law condemned the Jew (3 s ), and not less so when 
its voice had ceased to be heard (l 5 ' 8 - 32 ). 

3. Sinful man docs net, according to St. Paul, 
lack a "higher nature. The inward self (7* a ) is 
capable of renewal (12 : ), though in sore need of it. 
For the higher self St. Paul has the term tkvuo. 
(I Co 5 s , 2 Co 7 1 ), though in this sense he employs 
it sparingly, and not in our Epistle. More char- 
acteristic of Romans is the term rods, which plays 
so prominent a part in the analysis (7 7 " 1 *). Nod 
is an inalienable endowment of human nature, i.e. 
it belongs to the flesh (cf. Col 2' 8 ), and may be in- 
volved in its bondage to sin (1 M , cf. Tit 1") ; but it 
is the highest endowment of the flesh, and is cap- 
able of conveying to the will the commandment of 
God (7 23 ) ; but there its power ceases— St. Paul 
would have accepted, so far as it goes, Aristotle's 
dictum that 'understanding alone moves nothing.' 
The understanding, the higher self, can indeed 
'wish' w-hat is right (7 uir ), but its wish has no 
power in the face of the flesh wielded by sin — ' to 
wish and to effect' (Ph 2 18 ) requires a vital energy 
(Ro 6 4 ) which human nature cannot originate. 

This vital energy is the Spirit (see Katv&n)s in 
6* 7 6 , cf. 2 Co 5") which inhabits the body of 
Christ, and dwells in those who are in vital union 
with Him. The word rvevp.a in this Epistle is 
used, now for the Spirit of God, now for the 
inward man (see above) as renewed and energized 
by union with Christ (see Expositor, May 1899, 
p. 350 ff. ; Sanday - Headlam, pp. 162 ff., 199 f.). 
It is this living union with the crucified, risen, 
and glorified Christ that distinguishes the new 
self from the old self (TaXeuAt Avdpuwot, 6 8 ), the 
pre-Christian life iv aapxl, iv waXatdrrrri ypdnimrot, 
from the regenerate life iv rretf/um, iv Xpiar^, iv 



KatvoTijTi [uri)t, the obedience of sons from the 
obedience of slaves — slaves in mind possibly to 
a law of God, but practically to a law of sin (7 s8 
6 ,8ff ). To make quite clear the perfection of the 
obedience implied in the new state, St. Paul em- 
ploys, in :cff -, with an apology for doing so (v. 19 ), 
the term 'slavery' to describe it (cf. 1'); but he 
proceeds to throw it aside (8 IB ) in completing his 
theology of the Christian life. The son and the 
slave differ above all in this, that the son's interest 
is centred on his father's will, that of the slave is 
elsewhere. This is expressed in the famous anti- 
thesis of the two <ppovfi/xaTa (8 8 , cf. Ph 2» 3 ,B , 
Col 3'-), by which St. Paul sums up his fundamental 
distinction of human character. It must be noted 
here that the language of ch. 8 postulates the dis- 
tinct Personality of the Spirit (v. aw -) not less 
clearly than t hat of 1 Co 2 ,0ir - implies His divinity. 
The Spirit dwells in the children of God in this 
life as an instalment (A-rapxh, 8'-", cf. ippafiwv else- 
where) of the life which is theirs already (v. 10 ), but 
to be unveiled in its glory only with the consum- 
mation of God's kingdom over all His creatures 
(&*«■). 

4. St. Paul's conviction of the profound degrada- 
tion of human nat ure is thus at once deepened and 
relieved by his belief in its lofty capacities and 
destiny. The latter, though to be fully realized 
only in the life to come, are to be entered upon 
in this life. We have now to notice St. Paul's 
doctrine of the transition from the helpless, hope- 
less old life to the ' life and peace ' of the new. 
Obviously, man cannot by himself cross so vast a 
chasm. But the ' good-news of Christ ' comes to 
him as ' the power of God to his salvation ' (l 18 ), if 
he believes it. Faith, then, presupposes that the 
Divine power to save has already been directed 
towards the believer ; and it has as its immediate 
accompaniment the opening of a life in fellowship 
with God from which the sinner as such is ex- 
cluded. In other words, by believing, the sinner 
is in God's sight as though his sin had not been, 
— he is ' justified by faith.' By justification, then, 
St. Paul primarily means the non - imputation — 
the forgiveness — of sin (he equates the two ideas, 
4 8 - 9 etc.). Justification renders possible, for the 
first time, active righteousness (6 18 8 lff -) in God's 
sight, but it is not possible to confuse the two in 
one idea without destruction of St. Paul's most 
characteristic thought. If once it is grasped that 
justification means to St. Paul the removal of the 
impassable barrier set up between God and the 
soul by sin, and not the progressive assimilation 
of character to the filial type which springs from 
reconciliation as its root, and that faith is to the 
apostle not merely assent to doctrine as divinely 
revealed, but personal trust in God through Christ, 
it becomes easy to see how central a place the 
doctrine of justification by faith holds in St. Paul's 
system, how unreal is its supposed conflict with 
the severest standard of Christian obligation, or 
the most thankful use of divinely provided means 
of grace, and how profoundly it appeals to the most 
legitimate and elementary need of human nature, 
the longing for a gracious God (see Jn 6 :t7 ). The 
doctrine, taken by itself, does not offer an account 
of all that grace does for a man, but of how a man 
is admitted to grace. The two things are clearly 
distinguishable in St. Paul, though, of course, in 
practice they can never be separated (compare 
carefully Ro 8 1 with context before and after). 
Faith, then, is to St. Paul the attitude of soul 
which never regards itself as righteous before God, 
but refers all to God's free gift. Its trust in God 
is absolute ; but it has as its objective foundation 
certain definite facts (5 2 - 8ff -) which become material 
for faith under the influence of the Spirit, who 
interprets to the soul the Death of Christ as the 
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outcome of God's love (5 s ). Hence it is 1 through 
faith' (3") that the Death of Christ reaches its 
effect in the justitication of the sinner. It is this 
fact — even more than the inclusion of all alike 
under sin— that reduces all men to one level in 
God's sight (3 n ). (On this subject see the articles 
on Faith and Justification in the present work, 
and a most careful discussion in Sanday-Headlam, 
pp. 28-311; also Expositor, March 1899, p. 200 ff.; 
Ritschl, Lehre d. Itcchtfertigung, vol. ii. ch. 4, 
§ 36, and all important commentaries on Romans). 
Justifying faith, then, is not purely 'dogmatic,' be- 
cause it is trust in a Person. Neither is it purely 
* undogmatic,' because it rests upon, and includes 
the knowledge of, something which that Person has 
done (1 Co 15 s , the germ of an 'Apostles' Creed '). 
Lastly, justification, to St. Paul, is doubtless one 
act, the entrance once for all into the state of 
grace (5"-). But it remains as a root of character ; 
its connexion with vital holiness is not that of 
mere succession in time, but as its organic begin- 
ning. Faith is the abiding sphere of all Christian 
life (Gal 2*°, 2 Co 13*), not a passing emotion, 
evoked by a single great crisis and subsiding 
with it. 

5. Grace and the moral life. — The act of faith is 
not meritorious in its character, for this would be 
open, equally with righteousness by works, to the 
objection of 4 SB \ It must come, that is, from 
God as its source ; it not only receives God's free 
gift, but it is God's free gift. In other words, by 
excluding merit, we seem to deprive man of his 
responsibility. It may be questioned whether St. 
Paul had ever formulated in his own mind the 
problem of ' responsibility without merit,' which 
is the age-long crux of the doctrine of grace. Both 
from the consideration of justifying faith, and 
again from that of Divine predestination to glory 
(above, 1), the moral responsibility of man seems 
threatened, if St. Paul's principles are logically 
developed. But he neither develops them in this 
way himself, nor does he seem conscious of the 
need for a reconciliation of the opposed truths. 
That all human history is in God s hands, and 
that the sin of man, e.g. the apostasy of Israel in 
rejecting Christ, is used by God as a step to the 
fulfilment of His will for man, is insisted upon. 
But the fact is wholly disallowed as an extenua- 
tion of the sinner's responsibility; St. Paul re- 
pudiates with intense indignation (3 8b ) the charge 
that his teaching encouraged any such' view. 
' Ch. 9 implies arguments which take away free 
will, ch. 10 is meaningless without the presup- 
position of free will ' (Sanday-Headlam, p. 348). 
It is to be noted that St. Paul s entire case for the 
need of redemption (1-3 20 ) is an indictment of 
human sin, which loses all force if human responsi- 
bility is lost sight of. Although by ' works of 
law no flesh shall be justified, yet God ' will 
render to each man according to his works' (2 s , 
cf. 14"). The stress laid by St. Paul upon personal 
faith and individual renewal as the heart and 
mainspring of the moral life, gives to his theology 
of conduct a strongly individualistic character. 
But no one could be further from individualism 
in the sense in which that term is often used. 
The personal life of the Christian is one of fellow- 
ship with the saints through Christ. All the 
manifestations of the Christian life are condi- 
tioned by membership of a body (12 3ir -). And in 
critical questions of moral alternative (ch. 14) the 
sense of brotherhood is a safe guide. We are to 
ask not merely 'what does my liberty permit?' 
but 'how will my conduct help or hinder my 
brother? ' We are to respect the liberty of others 
(14 4 '"), but to be ready to subordinate our own 
(for the whole chapter, cf. 1 Co 8-10. 13). 

An interesting application of St. Paul's general 



theory of conduct is the attitude inculcated by 
him towards the civil power (13 1 " 7 ). In a word, his 
spirit is that of good citizenship, idealizing the 
magistrate as ' the minister of God.' This position, 
natural to a born ' Roman ' (Ac 22 18 ), is very much 
in advance of the general spirit of the apostle's 
compatriots, and decidedly in contrast with that 
of the Apocalypse. This is partly to be explained 
by the circumstances. Wnen St. Paul wrote, 
Imperial Rome was not yet ' drunk with the blood 
of the saints ' ; on the contrary, the imperial 
officials had more than once protected him against 
Jewish fanaticism. 

6. The Church and its institutions. — The Roman 
community does not seem as yet to possess a per- 
manent organization of 'bishops' and deacons (see 
Sanday - Headlam, Introd. § 3 (3)). The list of 
ministries (I2 7ff -) must be compared with others of 
the same kind (see the table in art. 1 Corinthians, 
vol. i. p. 490). The wpourrd/jLtyos can hardly be a 
permanent officer; he comes too low on the list, 
and is apparently on a line with the Kvjitpvfiaeii of 
1 Cor. Thero is evidence (16 B ) that the houses of 
different members of the community formed scat- 
tered centres for the worshippers of the household 
or neighbourhood (see Sanday-Headlam, in lor.). 
Of the sacraments, the Eucharist is not mentioned ; 
but upon Baptism great stress is laid (6'-*). To St. 
Paul's readers, to believe and to be baptized were, 
probably in all cases, coincident in time. Faith 
issued in baptism as its concrete expression and 
correlative. Baptism was the external means of 
union with Christ, the closing of the door upon 
the old and lower self, the opening of the new life 
of grace. It does not occur to St. Paul to put 
faith and baptism in any sort of rivalry. Faith in 
Christ would involve the desire to join His body 
by His appointed means. In all probability, the 
reference to faith and its confession in 10"' - is 
associated with the thought of baptism. 

vii. Matkrials for personal History of 
St. Paul.— The Epistle is far less rich than those 
to the Corinthians and Galatians in details as 
to St. Paul's personal history. His long-standing 
desire to see Koine is mentioned in ch. 1 and in 
15* 1 ; the puzzling reference to his having preached 
fUxP 1 ToC IXX»7K* ov in 15" (see art. 2 CORINTHIANS, 
vol. i. p. 495), if the words do not compel us to 
suppose that he had actually entered Illyricum, 
would be satisfied by his visit to Beraa, the last 
important place in Macedonia (Ac 17 10 ). His further 
intention to visit Sjwiin (15^) is a fact of great 
interest, as also is his apprehension as to his 
coming visit to Jerusalem with the \oyla (vv. 1 *-* 3 ). 
The names in ch. 16 contain those of many friends 
of the apostle otherwise unknown to us, including 
his kinsmen Andronicus and Junias, Jason and 
Sosipater. In Tertius we have the only certain 
name of an amanuensis employed by the apostle. 
His reference to miracles worked by himself (15 19 ) 
should not l>e overlooked (cf. 2 Co 12"). 

Of deeper interest, though open to more doubt, 
is the personal bearing of the passage V'"*. It is 
impossible to regard the passage as a mere neravxv 
txa.Ti<r/ifc, describing the phenomena in the first 
person merely for the sake of vividness. The (yd 
is too emphatic, too repeated, the feeling too deep, 
for a purely impersonal statement. On the other 
hand, the passage is universal in its reference, and 
supplies the argument with an indispensable piece 
of analysis. We may regard it as St. Paul's 
account, based upon reflexion as well as on experi- 
ence, of the utmost that law can do for human 
nature. And if so, we may use it in order to 
understand how St. Paul may well have come to 
realize, even before his conversion, that if the 
preaching of the apostles (cf. 1 Co 15 11 - *) was true, 
tf Christ had died 'not in vain' (Gal 2 s1 ), then 
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righteousness did not come by the law. It enables 
us to realize something of the ' kicking against the 
goads,' which, as we know, had preceded the scene 
on the road to Damascus. 

viii. Transmission of the Text. Integrity. 
— The text of our Epistle comes to us through 
much the same lines of transmission as that of 1 Cor. 
(which see). It is contained in the Peshitta, Old 
Lat., Copt., and other oldest versions of the NT, 
as well as in the principal Gr. MSS. Of the latter 
it is complete in xABLS (the last uncollated). 
C lacks 2M», SMC 6 , ll s, -13 10 . D** lacks l 1 " 7 , 
1*7-30 are supplied by a somewhat later hand (also 
l**-* 7 in the Lat.) ; ((ropy of D) has these pas- 
sages, but lacks 8»**», ll' 8 "*. F*" 1 , a copy of G, is 
lacking in l 1 ^ 19 . G"* 01 lacks l 1 i<pupio ^-trlirreut 
I s , also 2 W -*. K contains the Epistle only to 10 17 . 
P lacks 2 I8 -3 B , 8»-9 11 , 11 B -12>. 3 contains only 
13*- 15*. (On the cursives, and on the authorities 
for the Old Lat. , what was said on 1 Cor. may be 
repeated, with a further reference to Sanday- 
Headlam, p. lxv). 

Of textual phenomena we must notice the omis- 
sion in G g, supported by a note in the Bodleian 
cursive 47, of the words i» ' PA/iy, V- u . The omission 
tempts a comparison with the omission, by im- 
portant authorities, of the analogous words in the 
address of Ephesians. But in this case there can 
be no question that the words iv 'Pu>nv are original. 
The omission may, however, be due, as may also 
be the case with Ephesians, to the early circulation 
of our Epistle among other Churches with the 
omission of the definite references to Rome. This 
might be connected with the omission, in some 
early authorities, of chs. 15. 16 (see below). But 
this connexion would be much more certain if the 
authorities for the omission of iv 'Pwny and of chs. 
15. 16 were identical. This is not the case. 

A more difficult question is that of the place of 
the doxology {16'-*-*). L and many cursives, with 
some other ancient authorities, place it at the end 
of ch. 14 ; AP and a few authorities repeat it at 
the end of 16 ; EG g Marcion omit it wholly, but 
G leaves a blank space at the end of ch. 14. (On 
D see Sanday-Headlam, p. lxxxix). But ttBCDE, 
some cursives, and most Western authorities, place 
it after 16 only. This is probably the earliest 
position ; its omission by Marcion may be the source 
of all the variations, although, if there were good 
grounds for thinking that St. Paul himself issued 
two recensions of the Epistle, the resemblance of 
the language of the doxology to that of the cap- 
tivity group of Epp. (on which, however, see Hort 
in Liglitf. liibl. Essays, p. 327) might warrant us in 
ascribing the doxology to his second recension. 
But here, again, the hypothesis in question is in- 
adequately founded. It should be noted that G g, 
which omit iv 'Pwjujj, should, on this supposition, 
insert the doxology, which they, on the contrary, 
omit. 

A far more complex question is raised by the 
omission, in some indirect but ancient witnesses to 
the text, of chs. 15. 16. These witnesses consist of 
(1) Marcion, as quoted by Orig. ut supported by the 
language of Tertull. adv. Marc. v. 14. (2) The 
absence of quotations in Tert., Iren., Cyprian. 

(3) The capitulation in certain MSS of the Vulgate. 

(4) The fact that ALP, etc. (see above), place the 
doxology at the end of 14. Of these, number (2) is 
inconclusive as a mere argument from silence. 
The others require explanation. A further argu- 
ment from the repeated benediction 16 s0 - 24 (TR) is 
shown by Sanday-Headlam to rest on no solid 
foundation. How, then, are we to explain the 
facts ! The supposition that chs. 15. 16 are spurious 
(Baur) cannot stand in face of the close connexion 
between chs. 14 and 15 1)S , a governing fnct in the 
whole question. The chapters are omitted by no 

vol. iv. — 20 



known MS, nor does the theory of their partial 
spuriousness (Lucht), i.e. of interpolations, find 
any support in the textual material. The supposi- 
tion that our chapters are a combination of the 
endings of recensions of the Epistle addressed to 
several different Churches, 1-14 (or 1-11) beinc the 
part common to all recensions (Renan), orlends 
against the governing fact mentioned above, and 
depends, moreover, upon an erroneous view (see 
above) of le 40 ***. A plausible, but in reality 
equally untenable, modification of this view is that 
16 1 -" or 16 3 " 21 , or »- 16 , originally formed part of a 
letter addressed to Ephesus, and became after- 
wards incorporated in our Epistle (first suggested 
in 1767 by Keggermann, substantially adopted by 
Ewald, Mangold, Reuss, Lucht, Holsten, Lipsius, 
Weiss, Weizsaeker, Farrar, etc.). Aquila and 
Priscilla, it is true, were last heard of in Ephesus 
(1 Co 16 19 ), and are there later(2Ti4 19 ) ; Epametus 
is the 'first-fruits of Asia' (RV) ; and St. Paul 
must have had many friends in Ephesus, while he 
had never seen Rome. But the hypothesis does 
not account for the facts ; on the contrary, it leaves 
ch. 15 wholly untouched. Again, considering the 
constant going and coming between Rome and the 
provinces, it would be very surprising that St. 
Paul should not have many acquaintances in Rome. 
Moreover, there is good inscriptional and other 
evidence connecting many of the names with Rome, 
and indeed with Roman Christians. (See Sanday- 
Headlam, notes on ch. 16). This is specially true 
of the houaeholdsof ARiSTOBULUSand Narcissus, 
of Ampliatus and of Nereus (see the articles on 
these names). On the whole, with all deference to 
the distinguished scholars who have represented it, 
our conclusion must be that the case for trans- 
ferring this section, without any textual ground, 
from its actual connexion to a lost Epistle to 
Ephesus, is not made out. 

To return, then, to the general question of chs. 
15. 16, and to the heads of evidence (1), (3), and 
(4), the questions to be considered are, firstly, 
What were Mansion's grounds for omitting the 
chapters? and, secondly, Does the fact that he did 
so sufficiently explain (3) and (4)? If Marcion 
omitted the chapters on grounds of tradition, the 
second question need not be asked, for a tradition 
older than Marcion would doubtless leave other 
traces ; but if his omission was purely arbitrary, 
the question of his probable influence becomes 
important. That Marcion's text had considerable 
circulation and some influence in the West may 
be allowed. But this is hardly adequate as a 
hypothesis by itself to account for the facts ; it 
does not march without a stick. The extra 
support required is furnished by the assumption 
that the text was adapted for Church use in certain 
localities by omitting the personal and less edify- 
ing conclusion. The existence of a known text— 
Marcion's— which lacked chs. 15. 16, suggested the 
adoption of 14 23 as the close of the shortened 
Epistle, and accordingly the doxology, which it 
was desired to retain, was added at that point. 
The answer to our second question, then, may be 
nut thus : Given a demand for an edition of our 
Epistle with the closing section, excepting the dox- 
ology, omitted, the influence of Marcion's text 
was likely to suggest the exact point where the 
omission should begin. In other words, the heads 
of evidence (3) and (4)— we may perhaps add (2)— 
may be explained by (1). The first question, then, 
becomes one of probability. Was Marcion likely to 
omit the chapters on doctrinal grounds, or was he, on 
the other hand, unlikely to excise any matter with- 
out documentary authority ? On this question the 
reader is as entitled to decide as the present writer. 

The connexion between the question of chs. 15. 
16 and the omission of iv 'Pii^j/ in l 7 - 15 is very 
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obscure. Sanday-Headlam conjecture that Mansion 
is responsible for the latter omission also ; but there 
is no evidence that he omitted these words. But 
given the demand (see above) for an ' impersonal ' 
edition, the words may have been struck out in 
some copies of such an edition either with or with- 
out the support of Mansion's text. That Mansion 
was interested in the addresses of St. Paul's Epp. 
we know from the case of EPHESIANS (which see, 
and cf. Smith's DB* p. 947). 

Literature.— On the ancient commentaries, Origen, Chry- 
sostom, Theodorot, John Damasc., CEcumenius, Theopbylact, 
EuthemiuB, Ambrosiostcr, Pelagius, Hugh of St. Victor,' Abe- 
lard, and Aquinas, see the excellent characterizations in Sanday- 
Headlam. Augustine thought profoundly over the Epistle to 
the Romans ; his anti-Pelagian writings are in effect a commen- 
tary upon its most characteristic ideas. He begun a formal 
commentary, but only reached the salutation (Retract, i. 25). 
Of more interest is the Expositio quarundam quaest. in Bp. 
ad Horn. (Migne, Pat. Lot. xxxv. 2087), which is the result of 
his study of the Epistle as a presbyter (about a.d. 396) with 
some friends.' We have here the transition from his earlier 
views of grace and free will, etc., to his more developed and 
characteristic conviction, formed under the influence of his 
studies of St. Paul (see Reuter, August. Studien, p. 7ff.). 
The Biblical Commentary of Cornelius a Lapide (S. J., 1 1637) 
gathers up usefully much exegetioal material from ancient ana 
medimval Latin writers, including Augustine. On the com- 
mentaries of Colet (ed. Lupton, 1878), Luther (Preface to Mel- 
anchthon's comm. 1523), Calvin (1689, ' by far the best of the 
commentators of the Reformation '), Beza (1594), Estius (1614- 
6), Hammond (1663), Locke (1706-7), Bengel (1742), Wetstein 
(1751-2), see Sanday-Headlam, who also give a useful list of 
modern commentaries. Among the more important of these 
are those of Fritzsche (1836-43), Meyer (indispensable; the 
later German ed. by Weiss), de Wette ( 1836 and foil.), Olshausen, 
Philippi (31886 and 41896), Jowett 0*1869, 3] 894, suggestive and 
inexact), Vaughan (*1880, scholarly and admirable in illustra- 
tion, less satisfactory on connexion of thought), Bisping, Haier 
(Roman Catholic, as also) Klofutar (Lai bach, 1880, terse and 
sensible), Clodet (1879, 81883, admirable in general exposition 
and in biblical theology ; among the best general commentaries), 
Oltramare (Geneva, 1881-2), J. A. Beet (•1885, able, and 
always worth consulting), Otto (Glauchau, 1886), Lipsius (in 
Handkommentor, 1881, able and useful), Barmby (1890, in 
Pulpit Commentary), Moule (in Expositor's Bible, excellent 

0ular exegesis, and a distinct advance on that in his Camb. 
le for School*), Liddon ( 1 S'J3, Explanatory Analysis). Light- 
foot's posthumous Notts on Epistles of St. Paul contain a 

!irecious fragment on Ro 1-7. The two volumes of Gore 
1898-9) are popular, but based upon thoroughly scientific 
criticism and exegesis. At the head of all English commen- 
taries, and pre-eminent among those in any language, are those 
of Gifford (1886, reprinted from the Speakers Commentary, 
unrivalled for accuracy, both in scholarship and theology) and 
Sanday-Headlam (1895). The last named is one of the most 
complete and satisfactory commentaries extant on any of the 
books of the Bible. The present article owes more to it than to 
any one work on this Epistle. After it, the writer would wish 
to acknowledge special indebtedness to Gifford, Godet, Meyer- 
Weiss, and Lipsius. 

The standard works on Biblical Theology should be consulted 
on the leading ideas of the Epistle. With specific reference to 
St. Paul, Baur's Paulus (part 2, ch. Hi., which incorporates the 
substance of his earlier essays on the subject) should still be 
read, also Usteri's P. Lehrbejjriff (21854), and Pfleiderer s highly 
suggestive Paulinism. Essays and studies on the theology of 
the Epistle are numerous. Among the more recent may be 
mentioned Head lam in Expos. Times, 1894, 1895; Beet in 
Expos. 1898 ; and some studies by the present writer, begun 
in Expos. 1899, but not as yet completed. On chs. 9-11, Bey- 
schlag, die Paul. Theodieee ; Morison (1849, on ch. 9. In 1866 
he published an exposition of ch. 3). The integrity of the 
Epistle is discussed (in addition to works cited, above, ( viii.) in 
the earlier part of Mangold's USmerbrief, u.s.w. , and by Lightfoot 
and Hort in articles reprinted in Lightfoot's Biblical Essays. 
Hort's Lectures on Romans and Ephesians also deal with this 
and other introductory matters. The Eng. tr. of Meyer's com- 
mentary, that of Godet's Introd. to St. Paul's Epistles (Edinb. 
1894) and the end of the introduction on his commentary, may 
be referred to for additions to the above brief list. Works re- 
ferred to in the body of the above article are not in all cases 
enumerated here. A. ROBERTSON. 

ROME.— The aim of this article is ( 1 ) to give an 
outline of the relations between Rome and the 
Jews during the period covered by the Scripture 
history ; (2) to describe the general aspects and 
life of the city at the time when it was first 
brought into contact with Christianity ; (3) to 
touch upon its associations with the names or 
writings of St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. John ; and 
(4) with some of the minor characters mentioned 
in the NT. 



1. The first specific mention of Rome in Jewish 
literature occurs incidentally in 1 Mac 1'°, where 
reference is made to 'a sinful root, Antiochus 
Epiphanes, son of Antiochus the king, who had 
been an hostage at Rome.' Political relations 
of a somewhat indefinite character were estab- 
lished by Judas Maccabeeus in B.C. 161. By that 
date Rome had gained a position of unquestioned 
supremacy. The power of Carthage, which carried 
with it the control of the West, was broken at Zama 
in B.C. 202 ; the defeat of Antiochus at Magnesia 
in B.C. 190 made Rome arbiter in the East. A 
graphic picture of the reputation which Rome had 
created for itself in the East is found in 1 Mac 8 1 " 18 . 
It ascribes to the Romans some virtues in regard 
to which closer experience might have modified the 
judgment of Judas, and contains some inaccuracies 
in details, but is vivid and accurate in its spirit. 
The valour of the Romans, the terror with which 
they inspired their foes, the support which they 
gave to their allies, their victories over Spain, 
over Philip and Antiochus, the constitution or the 
Senate, the absence of all the outward insignia 
of royalty, their freedom from envy and emula- 
tion, are all set forth in words of laudation. On 
the strength of this conviction as to Roman power 
and policy, Judas sent Eupolemus the son of John, 
and Jason the son of Eleazar, to Rome with the view 
of establishing friendship and a treaty of alliance 
(1 Mac 8"). The object of Judas was to get rid of 
the Syrian yoke, and in accordance with its tradi- 
tional policy Rome readily recognized the Jewish 
autonomy in order to cripple Syria; but though 
they mutually pledged themselves to furnish a 
contingent if required, and not to assist any 
common enemy with 'victuals, weapons, money, 
or ships,' the treaty seems to have led to no de- 
finite action by either party. About eighteen 
years later, in B.C. 143, Jonathan, the brother and 
successor of Judas, sent representatives to Rome to 
renew and confirm the former alliance (1 Mac 
12 1 -'- 4 ). In B.C. 139, Simon, the brother of Jona- 
than, despatched an embassy, of which Numenius 
was the head, to Rome, with a great shield of 

fold, a thousand pounds in weight (1 Mac 14**). 
'he Romans graciously received the costly gift 
and entered into a formal treaty with Simon. 
They intimated the fact of that alliance to all the 
powers with which they themselves were friendly, 
and called on them to hand over to the Jews any 
' pestilent fellows,' i.e. any political refugees who 
had found an asylum with them. Details of the 
embassy of Numenius are given by Jos. (Ant. 
XIV. vui.'S), though by a Uunder he assigns it 
to a later date. ( For the literature on this em bassy 
see Schtirer, HJP I. i. 268). To this date is prob- 
ably to be referred the obscure statement in 
Valerius Maximus (i. 3. 3), the authenticity of 
which is now generally acknowledged, that ' Cor- 
nelius Hispalus compelled the Jews, who had 
been trying to corrupt the Roman morals by the 
worship of Jupiter Sabazius (J" %eb&Cth?), to go 
back to their own homes.' If the reference be 
correct, it would appear that by some of the suite 
of Numenius attempts at propagandise had been 
successfully made (see Remacli, Textes relatift au 
Jvdaisme, p. 259, note 3). Though we can point to 
no definite statement, it is probable that after this 
date many Jews found their way to Rome in pursuit 
of business (Gratz, History of the Jews, ii. 67 ; 
Berliner, Gesch. d. Jud. in Rom, p. 5). 

After his capture of Jerusalem in B.C. 63, 
Pompey carried many Jewish prisoners to Rome as 
slaves. (See Libertines). Trie great majority of 
them would seem to have been voluntarily manu- 
mitted by their masters or ransomed by their 
fellow-countrymen, for we find but a few years 
later that a strong Jewish community was in 
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existence dwelling on the other side of the Tiber 
in the quarter corresponding to the Trastevere of 
to-day. From its proximity to the wharves it was 
a suitable place for the trades which were carried 
on by the Jews, and the Jewish community rapidly 
increased in numbers and influence. In his defence 
of Valerius Flaccus — who was accused of appropri- 
ating the gold which had been sent by the Jews in 
Asia Minor towards the maintenance of the temple 
worship at Jerus. — in the year B.C. 59, Cicero 
makes many allusions which snow that the Jews in 
Rome were a party worth conciliating. He speaks 
of their numbers, their unity, their influence in 
public gatherings. He pretends that he must 
speak in a whisper so that only the judges may 
hear, on the ground that there was no lack of 
persons ready to stir up the Jews against him and 
all the best men in the State (pro Flacco, c. 28). 
The very exaggeration of the scorn which he 
pours on their claim to be specially favoured of 
heaven (to. c. 69) is a testimony to their grow- 
ing strength, as well as an index of the alarm 
which the success of their proselytizing efforts had 
created. Julius Caesar, perhaps from the idea 
that the Jews were specially fitted to be inter- 
mediaries between the East and the West (Rosenthal 
in Berliner, p. 17), treated the Jews throughout the 
empire with great generosity; and we read without 
astonishment that conspicuous among the foreign 
races in Rome in their sorrow over the death of 
Csesar were the Jews, who, for nights in succession, 
visited his tomb (Suet. Divus Julius, c. 84). By the 
time of Augustus the Jewish population in Rome 
must have numbered many thousands. Accord- 
ing to Jos. (Ant. xvil. ii. 1 ; BJ II. vi. 1) more 
than 8000 Jews supported the embassy that came 
to Augustus with complaints against Archelaus. 
For a time no repressive measures were adopted ; 
on the contrary, the Jews in Rome received special 
privileges in the form of a limited jurisdiction over 
their own adherents. The rulers of Palestine were 
often brought into close relations by friendship 
and alliance with members of the imperial house- 
hold. Herod Agrippa I., e.g., was brought up at 
Rome along with Drusus the son of Tiberius (Jos. 
Ant. XVIII. vi. 1). From allusions in the Roman 
Satirists (Juv. iii. 10-15), as well as from the 
evidence of the cemeteries (see Schurer), it is 
plain that the limitation to the Trastevere was 
not rigidly enforced, and soon disappeared. From 
a story in Jos. (Ant. xvm. iii. 5) it may be 
gathered that the success of their proselytism, 
especially among women in the higher classes, 
was the main ground for the coercive measures 
that were subsequently adopted. In A.D. 19, 
perhaps at the instigation of Sejanus, who accord- 
ing to Philo (Leg. ad Gaium, c. 24) was bitterly 
hostile to the Jews, 4000 Jews were banished to 
Sardinia under the pretext of being sent to put 
down brigandage there, but not without a hope 
that they might be cut off by the notoriously 
unhealthy climate (Tac. Ann. ii. 85 ; Suet. Tin. 
66). In the account of the embassy to Caligula 
in A.D. 40, we have a curious light thrown on the 
character of the emperor as well as on the attitude 
of the court to Jewish customs and beliefs (Philo, 
Leg. ad Gaium, 44-46). In A.D. 49 (or 52 according 
to some authorities), probably on account of the 
tumults created by the preaching of the gospel in 
the Jewish quarter (Suet. Claud. 25), Claudius 
issued an edict for the banishment of all the Jews 
from Rome.* Among those banished were Aquila 
and Prwcilla, who went to Corinth, where they 

* The identification ot the Christians with the Jews was not 
the result of a mistake. They were Jews, and the Christians 
were regarded simply as a sect, certainly by outsider*, and in 
all probability they *o regarded themselves. The time of 
clear age was not yet. 



came into contact with St. Paul (Ac 18 a ). But the 
decree of banishment was futile, for the Jews had 
now obtained a social and political influence that 
made repression difficult or impossible. ' The 
customs of that most accursed race,' says Seneca, — 
perhaps with an indirect reference to the influence 
of Poppeea on Nero (Jos. Vita, 3, Ant. XX. viii. 11), 
— 'have spread to such an extent that they are kept 
in every land ; the conquered have given laws to 
the conqueror' (Aug. de Civ. Dei, vi. 11). And 
yet 'we may be sure that the proud patricians, 
who, in their walks on the Aventine cast a glance 
on the other side of the river, never suspected that 
the future was being made ready in that mass of 
hovels which lay at the foot of the Janiculum ' 
(Kenan, Hibbert Lecture, p. 53)." The destruction 
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 is commemorated in the 
well-known Arch of Titus on the Via Sacra. The 
seven-branched candlestick, the golden table, and 
the silver trumpets, delineated on the Arch, were 
themselves placed in the Temple of Peace in A.D. 
75, but fell a prey to Genseric, and were landed 
safely at Carthage in 455. In 535 Belisarius re- 
captured them, took them to Constantinople, and 
since then they have completely disappeared. 
But it is fairly certain that they cannot be, as is 
popularly imagined, in the bed of the Tiber. 

2. When Christianity was first proclaimed in the 
Jewish quarter, Rome with its environs had far 
outgrown the old walls of Servius Tullius, and con- 
tained a population probably of 1£ millions (Fried- 
lander, i. 23 ; Champagny, Lea Casars, iv. 347-353 ; 
Renan, p. 53. Merivale, Hist, of the Jiomans, v. 
58, estimates it at 700,000). Lauded by poets and 
orators as 'the queen of cities,' 'the home of the 
gods,' 'golden Rome,' 'the epitome of the world,' 
Rome even at the beginning of the Christian era 
was impressive mainly by reason of its great ex- 
tent, and not in virtue of any distinctive beauty or 
grandeur. The movement begun by Augustus to 
make Rome worthy of the majesty of the empire, 
led to great changes, and to the building of many 
palatial mansions, of ornate temples (e.g. the 
Pantheon and the Temple of Apollo), and large 
basilicas for the transacting of banking and law, 
notably the Basilica Julia in the Forum com- 
menced by Julius and completed by Augustus. 
Great aqueducts are associated with the names of 
Agrippa and the emperor Claudius, bringing the 
water then as now chiefly from the hills of Alba 
Longa, and making possible the life that centred 
around the therma, corresponding very closely to 
the club life of our own day. To what an extent 
this afterwards developed may be seen from the 
imposing remains of the Baths of Caracal la and of 
Diocletian. The patrician's day was divided be- 
tween the forum and the thernue. The Forum 
was now embellished on all sides ; the Triumphal 
Arch of Tiberius spanned the lower part of the 
ascent to the Capitol ; the palace of the Ca>sars on 
the Palatine, ' with gilded battlements, conspicuous 
far,' looked worthy of an imperial city (see Meri- 
vale, v. 18-48 ; Conybcare and Howson, St. Paul, 
ii. 449-454). But notwithstanding all the changes 
that had been effected, down even to the great fire 
in A.D. 64, in the reign of Nero, Rome was built on 
no regular plan ; its streets were narrow and dirty, 
the houses, several storeys high, were flimsily built 
• Two of the catacombs are exclusively Jewish. One was dis- 
covered by Bosio on Monte Verde, and contained many slabs with 
the seven-branched candlestick inscribed, and one on which the 

word CYN&r^r wn * Plainly legible. The other was dis- 
covered in 1S59 in the Villa Randanini on the Appian Way, 
about 2 miles out of Koine (see Cimitero liegli antxchi Ebrei, 
illustrate da KafTaele Carucci, Roma, 1802). In it the candle- 
stick, the dove, the olive branch and the dove are the favourite 
emblems. Many of the inscriptions have been removed to the 
Laterim Museum. There is no authority for the statement, 
sometimes made, that the Colosseum was erected by forced 
Jewish labour. 
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and often tumbling down. 'The vici,' says Meri- 
vale, 'were no better than lanes or alleys, and there 
were only two vise, or paved ways, fit for the trans- 
port of heavy carriages, the Sacra and the Nova, in 
the central parts of the city.' (For a vivid picture 
of the shops and streets, see Martial, vii. 61). It 
was desolated by frequent fires ; it was subject to 
earthquakes and inundations ; fever, as was plainly 
indicated by the many altars dedicated to it, was 
never absent ; the unheal thiness of the site mani- 
fested itself in the unhealthy pallor of the in- 
habitants. Yet from the vastness of its extent, 
the density of its crowds representative of every 
nationality, religion, and race, from its being the 
natural treasure-house of all that was valuable 
and curious in the empire, from its being the 
centre of political and intellectual life, from the 
elaborate amusements provided gratuitously for 
the inhabitants, it fascinated and drew to itself 
patriots as well as adventurers of all types. ' The 
rich man went to Rome to enjoy himself, the poor 
to beg ; the new citizen to give his vote, the citizen 
who had been dispossessed to reclaim his rights.' 
The rhetorician from Asia, the Greek philosopher, 
the Chaldiean astrologer, the magician from Egypt, 
the begging priest of I sis, all jostled each other 
in the struggle for existence in the metropolis 
(Champagny, i. 41 ; Strabo, V. iiL 8). The picture 
of Milton {PR iv. 36-68) furnishes a vivid if idealized 
representation of Rome as it would appear to St. 
Paul and his fellow-travellers as they came along 
the Via Appia from Puteoli (Pozzuoli), and passing 
through the Market of Appius and the Three 
Taverns (both as yet unidentified) entered the city 
through the Porta Capena, the Dripping Gate 
{Madula) of Martial and Juvenal (long since closed, 
but whose position was determined by the dis- 
covery in 1584 of the first milestone of the Via 
Appia, and since then confirmed by the discovery 
of the walls of the gate). These may now be seen 
in the cellar of the Osteria delta Porta Capena. 
All Rome is historic ground and of special interest 
to the student of NT times, for the places associated 
with the names of the apostles and their friends 
and converts are in many instances still to be seen, 
in some few cases unchanged since apostolic times. 
They will be treated of under the respective names. 

3. When and by whom the gospel was first pro- 
claimed in Rome is uncertain. As sojourners from 
Rome were in Jerus. on the day of Pentecost, some 
of them may have been among the 3000 converts 
(Ac 2 10 - 41 ). St. Paul refers to Romans who were 
in Christ before him (Ro 16 7 ). Many of the Jews 
who had been banished by the edict of Claudius 
were brought under the influence of St. Paul, and 
on returning to Koine swelled the ranks of the 
missionaries and converts there (Ac 18 2,3 - 18 , Ro 
igs-7.9.12). Prisca and Aquila should be specially 
noted in this connexion. In A.D. 59 (or 58), when 
the Ep. to the Romans was written, there was in 
existence a strong Church, part ly composed of Jews, 
partly of Gentiles. St. Paul had for many 
years cherished a strong desire and resolution to 
see Rome (Ac 19 21 25", Ro 1 UMG ). From the time of 
the Second Missionary Journey it had been quite 
clear to him that his mission was to the Roman 
Empire qua Empire, and all his subsequent move- 
ments are governed by this dominant idea. Hence 
he goes to Ephesus, the door of the East toward 
the West, afterwards to Rome, and we find him 
purposing to visit Spain, the great province of the 
West. There is much plausibility in the view that 
his purpose in appealing to Ccesar was to gain 
recognition for Christianity as a religio licita (cf. 
Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller, p. 308) ; and he 
apparently succeeded for the time being, for after 
his first trial the emperor left Jews and Christians 
in peace. 



About A.D. 61 he was brought to Rome as a 
prisoner. Nero had already begun to disappoint 
the promise of the early years of his reign, and had 
given way to his ungovernable savagery. For two 
years before hia trial, St. Paul lived either in the 
praetorian barracks attached to the palace, or in the 
prajtorian camp (but see p. 33 a ) in the N.E. of the 
city,— in a place in anj' case where, in spite of his 
bonds, he was brought into contact with the freed- 
men and slaves who formed part of the household 
of Nero (Ph 1 U 4 2S ) ; or in the house of the centurion, 
still to be seen beneath the church of S. Maria in 
Via Lata, at the junction of the Via Lata and the 
Corso (the Via Flaminia) (see Lewin, Life and 
Epistles of St. Paul, ii. 238, 239, and Appendix (I.) 
for a sketch and plan of the house). 

There is no evidence beyond the name (or the Scuola di 3. 
Paolo underneath the church of 8. Paolo alia Regola(t'.«. arenula, 
from the sand deposited by the Tiber) near the modern Ghetto, 
but the underground chamber is unquestionably old. Neither 
do we know with certainty the spot where the trial of St. Paul 
took place. The Prcetonum of Ph V» 'is the whole body of 

Krsons connected with the sitting in judgment, the supreme 
iperial Court, doubtless in this case the Prefect or both 
Prefects of the Pnetorian Guard, representing the emperor in 
his capacity as the fountain of justice, together with the 
assessors and high officers of the court ' (see St. Paid the Trav. 
p. 35, and cf. art. P&xtobium). The Mamertin dungeon or 
Tullianum, under the church of S. Giuseppe de* Falegnami, 
remains as it was in apostolic days, though the stairs leading to 
the lower dungeon are modern. The only entrance originally 
was through the hole in the roof. Here St. Peter and St. Paul 
are said to have been immured during St. Paul's second im- 
prisonment. The outbreak of Nero's fury, which resulted in a 
renewal of hostilities against the Christians, led to the numerous 
martyrdoms in the garden of Nero (now partly covered by St. 
Peter's), where, amid sufferings of fiendish ingenuity, so many 
disciples sealed their testimony with their blood (Tac. Ann, 
xv. 44 ; Suet. Nero, 85 ; Kenan, Hibbert Lecture, 70-98 ; Light- 
foot, St. Clement, ii. 26, 27). This was in a.d. 64-05. About 
this time, or a little later, 8t. Paul suffered martyrdom by 
execution. He was led out of the city past the Pyramid of 
Caius Oestius, along the Via Ostiensis, thence along the Via 
Laurentina, to a spot near some springs, then known as Aqua» 
Salvias, now called Tre Fontane, and there, being a Roman 
citizen, was beheaded. This fact gives point to his words in 
Ph 28 ' obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross,' i.e. 
to a more degrading form of death than the apostle himself 
would have been allowed to suffer. The site is fixed partly by 
an unbroken tradition and partly by local evidence. It is a 
wild, desolate spot, almost uninhabitable through the prevalent 
malaria (the Trappist monks have of recent years redeemed it 
by planting eucalyptus), 80 that there would be everything 
against the invention of such a site for so important an event. 
This factor has very frequently to be borne in mind in judging 
of the likelihood or the reverse of a traditional site. Over the 
spot a memorial oratory was erected in the 6th cent, whose 
' foundations were discovered in 1807 beneath the present 
church of S. Paolo alio Tre Fontane, erected in the 17th cent., 
together with historical inscriptions in Latin and Armenian' 
(Lanoiani, Pagan and Christian Rome, p. 156). Lanciani also 
quotes an interesting fact confirmatory of the tradition that the 
apostle was beheaded under a stone pine. The Trappiste were 
excavating in 1895 for the foundation of a water-tank behind the 
chapel, and found a mass of coins of Nero, together with several 
pine cones fossilized by age and earth pressure. 
There is a continuous tradition, found first in Tertullian 

f leery. 15 ; de Protscript. 36) and in Caius of Rome (quoted by 
us. HE ii. xxv. 6, 7), and repeated in varying forms by later 
writers, to the effect that St. Paul was buried on the Via Ostia. 
Says Caius : ' But I can show you the trophies of the apostle*. 
For if you will go to the Vatican, or to the Ostian road, you will 
And the trophies of those who have laid the foundation of this 
church.' 8o that about the beginning of the 3rd cent, the 
prevalent belief in Rome was that St. Paul was buried on the 
Via Ostia. The translation of his body, together with that of St. 
Peter, to the catacomb of 8t. Sebastion, to tbe spot called Platonia, 
occurred later, in a.d. 258, probably owing to the Valerian perse- 
cution. This seems to dispose of the ingenious theory of Mr. 
A. S. Barnes (St. Peter and his Tomb in Home), that the apostles 
were buried first of all in the catacomb, and only removed to 
the Vatican and the Ostian Way after the persecution of Valerian 
had ceased, and therefore enables us to accept the earlier and 
more likely theory of de Rossi. The tradition is that a certain 
Roman matron named Lucina, a disciple of the apostle, begged 
the body and buried it in her own garden on the Ostian road, 
at the spot now marked by the basilica of S. Paolo fuori le 
mura. De Rossi has conjectural]}- identified (and the identifica- 
tion is accepted by Lanciani and others) Lucina with Pomponia 
Or.firina, the wife of Aulus Plautus, the conqueror of Britain, 
of whom Tacitus (Annal. xiii. 32) records that she was accused 
of 'foreign superstition," was tried by her husband, and 
acquitted. Recent investigations have made it very probable 
that she was a Christian. An inscription was discovered in the 
I oemetery of 8t Callixtus, TTOMTTONIOC ppHK£INOC. The 
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subsequent and varied history of the famous basilica need not 
be detailed here. Suffice it to say that within the walls of that 
most glorious fane, into which the kings of the earth poured 
their treasure after the fire of 1825, rests all that is mortal of 
the great apostle. The remains were enclosed by Constantine 
in a bronze sarcophagus, and Lanciani (op. ext. p. 157) relates 
that in 1891 he examined the grave so far as he then could. 
1 1 found myself on a flat surface paved with slabs of marble, on 
one of which (placed negligently in a slanting direction) are 
engraved the words, PAVLO APOSTOLO MART. . . . This in- 
scription belongs to the 4th cent.,' and is, it will be observed, 
dedicatory and not declaratory. It is possible that ere long 
more will be known of this tomb and of the garden in which it 
stood. The Italian Government is constructing a sewer from 
Rome to Ostia, and the excavations will include the garden of 
Lucina. E. Stevenson (since dead) has recorded in an article 
full of interest, ' Osservasioni sulla topogrofia della via Ostiease 
e sul cimitero ove fu sepolto l'apostolo S. Paolo' (Nuoco 
BuUettxno di Archeologia Cri$tiana, Anno iii. n. 8, c 4, 1897), all 
that is known about the tomb up to the time of writing, and the 
DulUUino will contain an account of any discoveries that are 
made during the progress of the engineering works. On the 
possibility of the bodies of St Peter and 8t Paul having been 
carried off by the Saracens in A.D. 846, see Lanciani, Destruction 
of Ancient Rome, p. 129 ff. 

During his imprisonment St. Paul wrote the Ep. 
to Philemon, ana the Epp. to the Churches in Phil- 
ippi, Colossfe, and Ephesus. From Rome also was 
written the second Ep. to Timothy shortly before 
his martyrdom, in A.D. 67 (?). (For a discussion of 
questions connected with St. Paul's imprisonment, 
see PAUL, and cf. Ramsay, Church in the Roman 
Empire, and St. Paid the Trav. ; for the constitu- 
tion of the early Church at Rome, see Romans ; cf. 
Lightfoot, Philippians*, 1-27, 97-102 ; Hort, Chris- 
tian Ecclesia). 

The relation of St. Peter to Rome has been a 
matter of keen controversy. The general questions 
of St. Peter's presence and martyrdom in Rome have 
been fully discussed in the article Peter, and there 
is now an almost unanimous agreement among 
scholars that the apostle suffered martyrdom in 
the eternal city, the only point of difference being 
as to the date, some adhering to the earlier date, 
simultaneously with or shortly after the death of 
St. Paul, some (notably W. M. Ramsay and Swete, 
see Church in Roman Empire, p. 279 ; St. Mark, 
p. xviii) inclining to a later date, in the persecu- 
tion of Domitian, but not later than that. What 
has been already said about the burial-place of St. 
Paul applies to that of St. Peter. His tomb in the 
Vatican Cemetery was well known in the days of 
Caiusof Rome, and therefore anterior to the trans- 
lation of the body to the catacomb of S. Sebastiano. 
This has been recently questioned in an able book 
(cited above) by Mr. A. S. Barnes — a work full of 
interest, in its later parts dealing with the site of 
the tomb in old and new St. Peter's, but vitiated 
in the earlier chapters by an insufficient review of 
evidence and many inaccuracies (see review by 
Ramsay in Bookman, September 1900). The site 
of the martyrdom is sometimes stated to have been 
where the obelisk now stands in the centre of the 
piazza ; but this is inaccurate. The obelisk was 
moved when new St. Peter's was built, and the 
true site is marked by a slab with an inscription 
(worn, neglected, and needing renewal) to be found 
in the pavement of the courtyard behind the 
sacristy on the north side of the present basilica. 
The sites of the supposed parting of St. Peter and 
St. Paul, and of the Domine quo vadis? story may 
or may not be cenuine. The chapels in both in- 
stances are modern. The archaeological evidence 
supporting the residence of St. Peter in Rome is 
strong. It should be borne in mind, however, that 
his residence there, if proved, does not carry with 
it the episcopate, nor, if it did, does that involve 
the further claims of supremacy and infallibility. 
If Ramsay is right and St. Peter did not die till 
the last quarter of the 1st cent., there is then room 
(though not at the period traditionally assigned to 
them) for the alleged twenty-five years' residence 
and work in Rome. Two spots are locally connected 



with this tradition— the house of Prisca and the 
house of Pudens, on which see below. 

The question as to the significance of Babylon in 
1 P 5 13 and in the Apoc. has already been discussed 
in a separate article. (See Babylon in NT, and add 
to the literature there given, Butcher, The Church 
in Egypt). At what date the name of Babylon 
came to be so used cannot be definitely determined ; 
but it was a familiar designation in the 1st cent, 
of the Christian era. In 2 Es. (3 1 15"), which is 
now usually assigned to the age of Domitian, it is 
so used. In the Sibylline Oracles, v. 158— written 
about A.D. 80, or earlier, in the judgment of Ewald 
and Hilgenfeld— we find the words — 

Kal <p\t!jei ltbrrov re fk.6i>p naMjv Ba^vXQva 
'IraXlas yataf 0'. 

In the Jer. Talm. (Aboda zara, c. 1) there is a 
curious passage to the effect that, on the day when 
Jeroboam set up the golden calves, Remus and 
Romulus built two huts at Rome. The story is 
repeated with variations in the Midrash Eabba 
(on Ca l 6 ), and it is said that the huts repeatedly 
fell down, until water brought from the Euphrates 
was mixed with the clay, and the huts thus made 
stable received the name p^aa 'dit. (Cf. Otho, Lex. 
Rabb.). 

The general opinion even among interpreters of 
opposite schools is that Babylon in the Apocalypse 
(14 8 16 19 17 s IS 3 - 10 -") must be understood as Rome. 
The reference to it as the seat of universal empire 
(17 18 ), as the centre of a bloody persecution (17 6 ), 
above all to the seven mountains (17*), shows that, 
whether we are to give a mystical sense or not 
to that which is signified, Babylon stands for Rome. 
As the city of the seven hills, Rome is lauded by 
Virgil, Horace, Ovid, and Claudian ; it is so repre- . 
sen ted on coins ; it is so designated in the Sioyll. 
(ii. 18, etc.); in the month of December it cele- 
brated the feast of the Septimontium, and, if 
a statement of Tertullian is to be trusted, Septi- 
montius was one of its many divinities (ad 
Nationes, ii. 15). 

The question of the visit of Sr. John the apostle to Rome Is 
one that is so far wrapped in obscurity. The first mention of it 
is in Tertullian (de Free*. Haer. 30), who says : ' Ubi Apostolus 
Joannes posteaquam, in oleum igneum deniersus, nihil passus 
est, in insulam relegatur.' The only other early notice of this 
event is found in the Fragmenta Polycarpiana (see Lightfoot, 
Jgnatixu), which is, however, both of uncertain authorship and 
date. The catena of which it forms a part was compiled by 
some writer later than Victor of Capua, 480-554 (Lightfoot, op. 
ext. iii. 420 ff.). This fragment runs thus : ' Idem ad htec verba 
Christi : Calicem meum bibetis, etc. [Mt 20 2 "- 1 ]. Per huiusmodi 
potum signiflcat possionem, et Jacobum quidem novissimum 
martyrio consummandum, fratrem vero eius Joannem tran- 
siturum absque martyrio, quamvis et afflictiones plurimas et 
exsilia tolerarit, sed praparatam martyrio mentem Christ us 
martyrem iudicavit. Nam apostolus Paulus, Quotidie, inquit, 
morior : cum impossibile sit quotidie mori horainem ea morte 
qua semel vita hsee flnitur. Sed quoniam pro evangelio ad 
mortem iugiter erat prreparatus, se mori quotidie sub ea signifl- 
catione testatus est. Legitur et in dolio ferventis olei pro 
nomine Christi beat us Joannes f uisse demersus.' The traditional 
site on which this confession of St. John took place is outside 
the Porta Latina (now closed). Hence the celebration in the 
Calendar of S. John ante Port. Latina. The church of S. Giovanni 
a Porta Latina was founded by Pope Adrian 1. in 772, and the 
adjoining circular chapel of S. Giovanni in Oleo was erected so 
recently as 1509. But although there are no documentary 
records earlier than those cited, and no evidence for the existence 
of a shrine on this spot earlier than the 8th cent., yet it is hardly 
a place likely to have been chosen unless there were some reasons 
(lost to us now) for the selection. It is out of the way, near no- 
where, and very inaccessible even to-day. 8o that there is no a 
priori ground for setting aside the traditional spot. Not without 
interest in the same connexion is the dedication of the cathedral 
of Rome (omnium Urbis et Orbit Ecclesiarum matrr et caput) 
from about the 6th cent., ' to Christ the Saviour, and in honour 
of St. John the Baptist and St. John the Evangelist.' The 
earlier dedication was 'to Christ the Saviour' alone. It is 
difficult to resist the belief that proluibly at the time of the 
Neronian persecution, and for some cause and length of time as 
yet unknown to us, St. John did visit the city of the seven hills, 
and thence, perhaps, derived hi* conception of Nero as the Beast 
from (as Kenan suggests, IS Antichrist, p. 175)sceing the emperor 
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'disguised as a wild beast, and in that disguise let loose from a 
cane, and personating the furies of a tiger or a panther.' Cf. 
Suet A'ero, 29. 

4. Connected with the Apostolic Church in Rome 
there were many whose names are mentioned in 
the NT, and with whom associations remain in the 
city of to-day. Chief among these are PRZSCA 
and Aquila (which see). Plumptre claimed for 
them (Biblical Studies, p. 415 ft".) the honour of 
being the real founders of the Church of Rome. 
But certain it is that their house (Ro 16 s ) was one, 
if not the only one or the earliest, of the meeting- 
places of the primitive Church ; and here St. Peter 
is said to have stayed, for some time at least, during 
his residence in Rome. The church of S. Prisca on 
the Aventine Hill marks the 6pot. The dedication 
to Prisca is older than the saint of the same name 
(Virgin and Martyr, commemorated in the Calendar 
on January 18th), whose body was placed there by 
Eutychus towards the end of the 3rd century. The 
original designation of the church ia the Titulus 
Prtscas, and even in the 12th cent, it is known as 
the ' titulus beatorum Aquilas et Prisca.' De Rossi 
has published accounts of two very remarkable 
discoveries made in the 18th cent. The original 
oratory was disco vered in 1776 in a garden near the 
church. It was decorated with frescoes in which the 
symbol of the fish and the figures of the apostles were 
clearly discernible. No attention was paid to the 
discovery, and the only record of it is in 'a scrap of 
paper in Codex 9697 of the Bibliotheque Nationale 
in Paris, in which a man named Carrara speaks of 
having found a subterranean chapel near S. Prisca, 
decorated with paintings of the 4th cent. A copy 
of the frescoes seems to have been made at the 
time, but no trace of it has been found' (Lanciani's 
Pagan and Christian Rome). A few years later 
the ruins of an old Roman house were discovered 
close to the church, but oratory and house have 
alike now disappeared. Lanciani gives an account 
of part of this latter excavation, which is important. 
'A bronze tablet was found, which had been ottered 
to Gaius Marcus Pudens Cornelianus by the people 
of Cluniaas a token of gratitude. . . . The tablet, 
dated a.d. 222, proves that the house of Aquila 
and Prisca in apostolic times had subsequently 
passed into the hands of a Cornelius Pudens ; in 
other words, that the relations formed between the 
two families during the sojourn of the apostles had 
been faithfully maintained by their descendants. 
Their intimate connexion is also proved by the fact 
that Pudens, Pudentiana, Praxedes, and Prisca 
were all buried in the cemetery of Priscilla 
on the Via Solaria.' So that, in all probability, 
beside that lonely church on the Aventine must 
we look for the cradle of the infant Church of 
Rome. 

The recently excavated house of Pudens on the 
Viminal Hill is thus connected with that just 
described. Pudens, mentioned in 2 Ti 4 n , in 
company with Linus and Claudia (see PUDENS), 
has been the subject of many conjectures (see 
Lightfoot, Clement, i. 76 ft'., ii. 464; Parrar, St. 
Paul, p. 681), upon which Roman archaeology has 
thrown no light. The church, now called S. 
Pudentiana (a later ignorant change from the 
earlier name 'the church of Pudens' — Ecclesia 
Pudentiana), has existed in some form on the 
present site from very early times. Pius I. in the 
middle of the 2nd cent, granted to Pudentiana, 
Praxedes, and Timotheus, daughters and son of 
Pudens, the institution of a regular titidus, or 
parish, with a font for baptism. Here, too, were 
preserved some pieces of household furniture used 
by St. Peter during his stay. Part of this, the 
old wooden table on which the apostle is said to 
have celebrated the Lord's Supper, was given by 
Cardinal Wiseman (who was titular of the church) 



to St. John Lateran. If it had been a stone altar 
or an elaborate piece of work, doubt would easily 
gather round it. But there is nothing psr se 
against the genuineness of the relic. The excava- 
tion of the house is still proceeding. 

Together with the house of Prisca and the house 
of Pudens, both genuine memorials of the apostolic 
age and closely connected with St. Peter and St. 
Paul, should be mentioned the house of Clement 
beneath the lower church of S. Clemente near the 
Colosseum (see Lightfoot, Clement, i. 91 ft'.). This 
has been for many years flooded with water ; but 
one of the present writers was privileged, by the 
kind permission of the authorities, to inspect it so 
far as possible this year (1900), and it is to be hoped 
that ere long it may be drained and once more 
opened to the archaeologist and the pilgrim. For 
its interest is that of the apostolic times, whatever 
view we may take of the personality of St. Clement 
and of his connexion with the Clement mentioned 
by St. Paul. 

There remain to be noticed only the catacombs 
and other funereal memorials of Rome bearing on 
NT times. The inscriptions, frescoes, and monu- 
ments have been mostly removed to the Lateran 
and Capitoline museums, and can be there studied 
with the help of such works as de Rossi, N orthcote 
(though now somewhat out of date), Witherow, 
The Catacombs of Rome, and Malleson and Tuke's 
Handbook to Christian and Ecclesiastical Rome, 
3 vols, (the catacombs are dealt with in the first 
volume). The exploration of the columbarium of 
the empress Livia has led to the possible identifica- 
tion or some of the names in Ro 16 (see Light- 
foot, Philippians, Excursus). See also N EREUS. _ 

Monumental evidence also confirms the tradi- 
tional friendship between Seneca and St. Paul. 
See Lanciani, Pagan and Christian Rome ; Ramsay, 
St. Paul the Traveller, p. 353 ff. 

Much still has to be done before our knowledge 
of Rome in the 1st cent, is anything like complete, 
and almost every day brings its news. The enthu- 
siastic band of Italian scholars, headed by Lanciani 
and Marucchi and Baccelli, is working hard, and 
great things are expected from the newly founded 
British School in Rome. The liullettino and the 
Nuovo Bullettino contain full records of all recent 
discoveries. Among the researches needing to be 
made are those concerning the burial or other 
apostles in Rome, in addition to those already 
named, e.g. St. Timothy (in St. Paul's outside the 
walls), St. Bartholomew, etc., and a scientific 
sifting of the evidence concerning many of the 
Eastern relics (such as the Santa Scala) and 
remains. In the case of the latter class the his- 
tory is fairly clear from the time of Helena 
onwards, but before that, which is the crucial 
period, it is all vague and unsatisfactory. 

Professor James Orr, in his Neglected Factors 
in the Study of the Early Progress of Christianity 
(1899), has suggested two fields of inquiry— first, 
into the actual numbers of Christians in the city 
in the 1st cent, (on this the evidence of the cata- 
combs has yet to be examined fully, but the 
numbers appear to have been very much larger 
than is commonly supposed) ; and, secondly, into 
the social status of those who were drawn into the 
infant Church. He has shown very clearly that 
the poor were by no means the only members, and 
the evidence of nouses like those of Pudens, Prisca, 
and Clement, of churches like that discovered 
this year (1900) on the very Palatine Hill itself 
(of as yet unknown date, but very early), all goes 
to show that then as now the gospel was universal 
in its power as well as in its claim, and that St. 
Paul's great Apologia in Romans for the 'wisdom ' 
of God was addressed to the wise and learned as 
well as to the freedmen and slaves. 
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John Patrick and F. Helton. 

ROOF («, perhaps from a root meaning ' to 
cover,' rrnp [once, Gn 19 s , tr 4 1 roof,' lit. ' beam '], 
Tin [• roof of the mouth '] ; artyy). — The most con- 
venient form of roof for domestic purposes in a 
dwelling-house is undoubtedly a flat one ; but the 
form of roof from the earliest times has probably 
been governed by a variety of factors, of which the 
most important are the materials procurable near 
the spot and the climatic conditions. 

In northern climates, where wood is plentiful 
and the snowfall is heavy, a high-pitched roof of 
thatch or shingle can be readily made, and is a 
necessity. All around the shores of the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, where there is no snow and slight 
rainfall, and where timber can be procured, the 
most convenient form of roof can be economically 
constructed, and that is a flat one of some sub- 
stance impervious to water. In more tropical 
climates, where the rains are exceedingly heavy 
and sudden, and the houses are for the most part 
of wood, the roofs again are usually high-pitched, 
and of thatch or leaves. In countries, such as 
Chaldrea, where there is little or no wood, the 
storehouses and places where dryness is neces- 
sary are built with thick walls and vaults with 
flat roofs or masonry domes, and for the same 
reason the houses of modern Jerusalem are built 
with thick walls and domes. The houses other- 
wise in Assyria-Chaldsea are flat-roofed. 

In Egypt, where timber is scarce, but where 
stone is plentiful, the roofs are usually flat, the 
roofs of the peasants' houses being usually lightly 
constructed, and resting on palm beams, while the 
temples and palaces were roofed with stone. 

Probably from the earliest times the same forms 
of roof have obtained in the same parts of the 
world, except that local cireumstances have here 
and there interfered. For the buildings of Nineveh 
and Babylon, as well as for Jerusalem, the cedars 
of Lebanon were made use of. In Jerusalem, in 
early days, the roofs were flat, and the scarcity of 
timber, necessitating domed roofs, appears to have 
been first felt after the siege of the Holy City by 
Titus. In early days in Greece the roofs were flat, 
and it was customary to walk upon them. But 
pointed roofs were also used. In Home the solaria, 
properly places for basking in the sun, were terraces 
on the tops of houses. In the time of Seneca the 
Romans formed artificial gardens on the tops of 
their houses, which contained even fruit trees and 
fish ponds (Smith '8 Diet, of Gr. and Rom. Ant., s. 
' Domus '). Herodotus (ii. 95) says that the Egyp- 
tians slept on the roof in the marshy part of Lower 
Egypt. 

• Even the houses of the poor seem generally to 
have had their courtyards, at the back of which a 
structure was raised consisting of a single storey 
surmounted by a flat roof, to which access was 
given by a single staircase ' leading from the court- 
yard. 

' The flat roof seems to have been universal in 
Egypt ; it added to the accommodation of the 



house; it afforded a pleasant rendezvous for the 
family in the evening, where they enjoyed the 
view and the fresh breezes which spring up at 
sunset. At certain seasons they must have slept 
there. On the other hand, the granaries, barns, 
and storehouses are almost always dome-shaped. 

' The flat roof of the house had a parapet round 
it, and sometimes a light outer roof supported 
by slender columns of brilliantly painted wood ' 
(Perrot and Chipiez, L 36). 

Fergusson (History of Architecture, 119) gives 
an illustration of a three-storeyed dwelling in the 
Egyptians' own quaint style, ' the upper storey 
apparently being like tliose of the Assyrians, an 
open gallery supported by dwarf columns. In the 
centre is a staircase leading to the upper storey, 
and on the left hand an awning supported on 
wooden pillars, which seems to have been an in- 
dispensable part of all the better class of houses.' 
' In the Yezidi House we see an exact repro- 
duction in every essential respect of the style 
of building in the days of Sennacherib. Here 
we have the wooden pillars with bracket capitals, 
supporting a mass of timber intended to be 
covered with a thickness of earth sufficient to 
prevent the rain or heat penetrating to the 
dwelling. There is no reason to doubt that the 
houses of the humble classes were in former times 
similar to that here represented' [ib. 160). In 
speaking of the palace of Esarhaddon, Fergusson 
says (to. 164), ' Had these buildings been con- 
structed like those of the Egyptians, their remains 
would probably have been applied to other pur- 
poses long ago ; but having been overwhelmed so 
early and forgotten, they have been preserved to 
our day : nor is it difficult to see how this has 
occurred. The pillars that supported the roof 
being of wood, probably of cedar, and the beams 
on the under side of the roof being of the same 
material, nothing was easier than to set them on 
lire. The fall of the roofs, which were probably 
composed, as at the present day, of 5 or 6 ft of 
earth, that being requisite to keep out heat as 
well as wet, would probably suffice to bury the 
building up to the height of the sculpture. The 
gradual crumbling of the thick walls, consequent 
on their unprotected exposure to the atmosphere, 
would add 3 or 4 ft. to this ; so that it is hardly 
too much to suppose that green grass might have 
been growing on the buried palaces of Nineveh 
before two or three years had elapsed from the 
time of their destruction and desolation. When- 
ever this had taken place, the mounds afforded far 
too tempting positions not to be speedily occu- 
pied by the villages of the natives.' We may here 
remark that the modest dwellings of the Egyptian 
fellah are often covered by vaults of frise, that is 
to say, of compressed or kneaded clay. None of 
the ancient monuments of Egypt possess such 
vaults, which are of much less durability than t 
those of stone or brick. We are, however, disposed 
to believe that they were used in ancient times 
(Perrot and Chipiez, i. 110). 

The palaces of Babylon appear to have consisted 
of courtyards and long narrow chambers ; and as 
stone was not readily obtained, the question of 
how they were roofed has occasioned much dis- 
cussion. Diodorus (ii. 10) states that the hanging 
gardens of Babylon were supported by stone 
beams, 16 ft. long and 4 ft. wide ; but Strabo 
(xvii. 1. 5) says they were supported by vaulted 
arcades. Sir H. Layard believed that there were 
only flat roofs at Nineveh similar to that of modern 
houses in Mosul and the neighbouring village?, 
and states that he never came upon the slightest 
trace of a vault, while in almost every room that 
he excavated he found wood ashes and carbonized 
timber. He suggests that the long and narrow- 
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rooms were roofed with beams of palm or poplar, 
resting on the summit of the walls (Layard, 
tfinevch, ii. 256). 

That flat roofs must have been extensively used 
is evident from the number of limestone roof rollers 
found by M. Place (Ninivi, i. 293) in his excava- 
tions in the ruins of buildings where they had 
fallen with the roofs ; but Place as well as Perrot 
and Chipiez (i. 163) are of opinion that though the 
roofs were flat they were in many cases supported 
by brick vaults, side by side with other flat roofs 
of timber. Arches still standing in the city gates, 
and fragments of vaults found within the chambers 
of Sargon's palace at Khorsabad, give colour to 
this opinion. A vaulted storehouse for grain with a 
flat roof is shown in Wilkinson's Ancient Egyptians 
(vol. ii. p. 135). 

Strabo (xv. 3. 18), quoting from some old 
authority on Susiana, states, * In order to prevent 
the houses from becoming too hot, their roofs are 
covered with 2 cubits of earth, the weight of 
which compels tltem to make those dwellings 
long and narrow ; because although they had only 
short beams, they had to have large rooms, so as 
to avoid being suffocated.' 

What Btrikes one in considering the subject of 
roofs is the similarity of design in the countries 
north and south of Palestine (Assyria, Chaldcea, 
Egypt), the difference being due only to the 
material available. Wilkinson (ii. 115) says that 
the roofs of rooms of houses in Egypt were sup- 
ported by rafters of the date tree, arranged close 
together, or more generally at intervals, with trans- 
verse layers of palm branches or planks. Many 
roofs were vaulted, and built, like the rest of the 
house, of crude brick. On the top of the house 
was a terrace, which served as well for a place of 
repose as for exercise during the heat ; it was 
covered by a roof supported on columns; here 
they slept, using a mosquito net (Herod, ii. 95). 
The floors of the rooms were flat on the upper 
side, whether the rooms beneath were vaulted or 
supported on rafters. Strabo (xvii. 1. 37), in 
speaking of the labyrinth at Lake Maria, tells us 
that the roofs of the dwellings here consisted of 
a single stone each, and that the covered ways 
throughout the whole range were roofed in the 
same manner with single slabs of stone of extra- 
ordinary size, without the admixture of timber or 
of any other material. ' On ascending the roof, 
which is not a great height, for it consists only 
of a single storey, there may be seen a field thus 
composed of stones. Descending again and looking 
into the aulte, these may be seen in a line sup- 
ported by twenty-seven pillars, each consisting of 
a single stone.' Perrot and Chipiez (i. 109) give 
examples of a complete system of construction, 
belonging exclusively to Egypt, for stone buildings 
with stone roofs. 1 he interior of the building is 
divided up by rows of vertical supports or monoliths, 
on which rest architraves or stone beams, and across 
from architrave to architrave are placed long flat 
stones forming the roof. This, however, seems to 
have applied only to temples, the palaces as well 
as the houses of the people having been of very 
light construction, of wood or crude brick. 

At Luxor, Karnak, and the Kamesseum, the 
temples are provided with staircases by which 
these flat roofs may be reached. These roofs 
seem to have been freely opened to the people, 
just as with us one is allowed to ascend domes 
and belfries for the sake of the view over the sur- 
rounding building and country. 

The flat roofs of houses in the East have been 
used from the earliest times for a variety of 
domestic and even public purposes.— For d-: not ion 
and prayer. St. Peter went up upon the house- 
top to pray about the sixth hour (Ac 10"). They 



were used also for idolatrous purposes. There 
were altars on the top of the roof - chamber 
{nfa) of Ahaz in Jerusalem (2 K 23 12 ). They 
burned incense to Baal on the roofs of houses 
in Jerusalem (Jer 19 w 32*); and there they also 
worshipped the host of heaven (Zeph l 5 ). — For 
recreation and for sleep at night. It is custom- 
ary at the present day for the people (especially 
the old) to take exercise morning and evening 
on the roof of the house ; and during the 
summer - time members of the family usually 
sleep on the roof, carrying their bedding up at 
night and down again in the morning. ' At night 
all sleep on the tops of their houses, their beds 
being spread upon their terraces, without any 
other covering over their heads than the vault of 
heaven. The poor seldom have a screen to keep 
them from the gaze of passengers' (Morin, Persia, 
229). ' We supped on the top of the house for cool- 
ness, according to their custom, and lodged there 
likewise, in a sort of closet about 8 ft. square, of 
wicker-work, plastered round towards the bottom, 
but without any doors' (Pocock's Travels, ii. 6). 
Saul appears to have slept on the roof of Samuel's 
house in the unnamed city. • And it came to 
pass, about the spring of the day, that Samuel 
called to Saul on the housetop, saying, Up, that 
I may send thee away '(IS 9*) ; ' David walked 
upon the roof of the king's house at Jerusalem, 
and from the roof saw a woman washing herself ' 
(2 S ll") ; 4 Absalom spread a tent upon the ton of 
the house ' (2 S 16 s2 ) ; « Nebuchadnezzar walked 
upon the royal palace at Babylon' (Dn 4**); 
' Samuel communed with Saul upon the top of t he 
house' (IS 9 s8 ); 'the people made themselves 
booths, every one upon the roof of his house' 
(Nch 8"). 

They used the housetops to make their public 
lamentations, and in the villages to proclaim any 
news that required to be promulgated. As the 
houses had few windows opening to the streets, 
the people rushed to the roofs to look down upon 
any processions, and to view what was going on 
far and near. 1 At the present time local governors 
in country districts cause their commands thus to 
be published. These proclamations are generally 
made in the evening, after the people have 
returned from their labours in the field ; the 

Jiublic ciier ascends the highest roof at hand, and 
tfts up his voice in a long-drawn call upon all 
faithful subjects to give ear and obey. He then 
proceeds to announce, in a set form, the will of 
their master, and to demand obedience thereto.' 
' On their housetops, and in their broad places, every 
one howleth' (Is 15 s 22 1 ). 'On all the housetops 
of Moab, and in the streets thereof, there is 
lamentation ' (Jer48 w ). ' Proclaim upon the house- 
tops' (Mt 10 27 , Lk 12 s ). Eusebius (HE ii. 23) tells 
us that ' the Pharisees, who had a design upon the 
life of St. James, bishop of Jerusalem, persuaded 
him to preach to the people, when assembled at 
the Passover, from the battlements of the temple, 
alluding to this custom of proclaiming from the 
housetop whatever was to be made known far and 
wide.' 

The roof of the house in the East is used as is 
the backyard of European houses ; linen and flax 
are dried there, also figs, apricots, raisins, and corn. 
' The ordinary houses have no other place where 
the inmates can either see the sun, "smell the 
air," dry their clothes, set out their flower-pots, or 
do numberless other things essential to their health 
and comfort' (Land and Book, i. 49). Kaliab the 
harlot brought the spies up to the roof of the 
house and hid them with the stalks of flax, which 
she had laid in order about the roof (Jos 2 s ). 

The staircase from the roof leads down into the 
inner court (Mt Id* 7 24", Lk 12»). Battlements or 
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a parapet were enjoined by the law, a very neces- 
sary precaution, to prevent loss of life from falling 
over (Dt22»). 

The manner in which Samson brought down the 
roof of the temple of Dagon (Jg 16), upon which 
about 3000 persons were assembled, by pulling 
down the two principal pillars, has not yet been 
satisfactorily ascertained. Shaw describes having 
seen several hundreds of people assembled, on the 
dey's palace in Algiers, to view an exhibition of 
wrestlers, and describes how the pulling down of 
the front or centre pillars would have been 
attended by a catastrophe similar to that which 
happened to the Philistines (Shaw, Travels, p. 283). 
Cf. further, Moore, Judges, ad loc. 

The Hat roofs in Syria at the present day are 
made as follows : Stout beams are first laid across 
the walls about 2 ft. apart ; crosswise is laid tough 
brushwood, or, if that cannot be obtained, split 
wood with matting, and over it a mass of thorny 
bush in bundles ; upon this is laid a plaster of 
mud or clay mortar, which is well pressed in, and 
over this a layer of earth 6 to 12 in. thick. This is 
plastered over with mud and straw as a protection 
against the rain. Each roof requires a little stone 
roller to be always ready — the handles of wood 
being movable, and used for all the rollers of the 
different roofs ; periodically, and whenever the 
rain falls, the roller must be used to fill in the 
cracks and keep the roof compact. Constant care 
is required to avoid leakage (Pr 27"). During the 
I'Eb excavations at Jerusalem one of these roof 
rollers was found in the ancient aqueduct to the 
west of the temple, where it must have lain for 
quite 1800 years, showing that flat roofs at that 
time were in use at Jerusalem, though at the 
present day they are mostly domed roofs of stone, 
on account of the scarcity of timber. The un- 
covering of a roof (Mk 2*) of this nature would not 
be a difficult matter. See House in vol. ii. p. 432". 

For other points connected with the subject of 
this art. see Brick, Gate, House, Pavement, 
Walls. 

Literature. — Wilkinson, Ane. Egypt. ; Ferg-usson, Architec- 
ture; Layard, Nineveh; Place, tfinitit; Perrot and Chipiez, 
Egypt, also Chaldcea and Assyria ; PEFSt ; Thomson, The 
Land and the Book. See also Marshall in Expot. March 1891, p. 
218 1 ; Ramsay, Wat Christ born at Bethlehem t ; E. A Abbott, 
Clue (1900), p. 118 a. ; and the Comm. ou Mk 2*, Lk 5». 

C. Warren. 
BOOM.— 1. Space to stay in : Gn 24 2a ' Is there 
room in thy father's house for us to lodge in ! ' ; so 
24 s5 - 31 (all Dip?, from Dip to rise up, stand; BV 
adds Is 5 8 for same Heb., AV 'place'); Ps 31 8 
'Thou hast set my feet in a large room ' (aQ*l?i from 
an-J to be spacious ; BV ' place ') ; Lk 2 7 ' There 
was no room for them in the inn,' and 14 M ' Yet 
there is room ' (both tjtoi) ; cf. Mai 3 10 ' there shall 
not be room enough to receive it' (no Heb.), Mk 2 s 
4 So that there was no room to receive them ' (ware 
fivKirt xw/wii", BV 'so that there was no longer 
room for them') ; Lk 12" ' I have no room where 
to bestow my fruits ' (owe fx w *°v> BV ' I have 
not where'). In this sense is the phrase 'make 
room,' Gn 26* Pr 18 18 (both am) ; to which BVm 
adds 2 Co 7 J 'make room for us' (Gr. xwp-haare 
ypat, AV ' Beceive us,' BV ' Open your hearts to 
us ' ). Similarly Ps 80* ' Thou preparedst room 
before it' (no Heb.). Cf. Dt 33-" Tind. 'Blessed 
is the rowmniaker Gad ' (AV 'Blessed be he that 
enlargeth Gad') ; and Milton, PL vii. 486— 

* First crept 
The parsimonious emmet, provident 
Of future, in small room large heart enclosed." 

2. A definite position to be occupied : To 2*. Wis 
13" (both otKVfia) ; 1 Co 14 18 ' he that occupicth the 
room of the unlearned ' (o AvawXtipur rbv t'j-kov toD 
ISubrov, Vulg. qui supplcl locum idiotrr). Cf. 
Melvill, Diary, 6, *I durst na wayes waver or 



mint away, bot stand stedfast in that roum and 
station wher He itaid placed me ' ; Calderwood, 
Hist. 128, ' Displacing ot the Minister of Glasgow 
out of his roome, which without reproach he hath 
occupied these many years.' This is the meaning 
of ' room ' when in AV wpvroK\ivla is tr* ' upper- 
most room' (Mt 23" Mk 12*, BV both 'chief place'), 
or 'chief room' (Lk 14 7 , BV 'chief seat,' 20* 8 , BV 
'chief place '), or ' highest room ' (Lk 14", BV 'chief 
seat '). The Gr. word means the place uf highest 
honour at table. See Food, vol. ii. p. 43*. Cf. 
Knox, Hist. 380, 'But, said hee (turning his faco 
towards the Boom where such men as had so 
affirmed sate), if I bee not able to prove the Masse 
to bee the most abominable Idolatry that ever 
was used from the beginning of the world, I offer 
my selfe to sutler the punishment appointed by 
God to a false Preacher ' ; Lever, Sermons, 107, 
'Then who can desyre a better master then the 
Lorde God or a higher roume then a steward- 
shyppe in the house of Christ ' ; and Ps 63* in 
metre — 

' Who seek my soul to spill shall sink 
Down to earth's lowest room.' 

So in {he frequent phrase ' in the room of ' or ' in 
his room,' the Heb. being nne (2S 19", 1K 2 38 "* 
5>- 8 8* 2 K 15* 23?*, 2 Ch 26» ; B V adds 2 K I4 il for 
AV ' instead of ') ; and the Gr. ami (Mt 2 s1 ). So Ac 
24 s7 'Porcius Festus came into Felix' room' (Aa/3e 
SiiSoxop b <&fj\i£ UbpKiov <frfjtrrov, BV ' Felix was suc- 
ceeded by Porcius Festus'). Cf. Melvill, Diary, 
129, 'The Generall Asserablie commandit the Pres- 
byterie of Edinbruche to keipe his roum frie, and 
place nan thairin'; Calderwood, Hist. 110, 'It 
pertaines to the Office of a Christian Magistrate 
. . . to see that the Kirk be not invaded, nor 
hurt by false Teachers and Hirelings, nor the 
roomes thereof occupied by dumb doggs or idle 
bellies.' The pin. ' in their rooms ' is found in 
1 K 20 24 (BV 'room ') and 1 Ch 4" (BV * stead '), 
Heb. in both places on-nri*. Cf. Dt 2° Tind. « The 
Caphthoryms which came out of Caphthor de- 
stroyed them and dwelt in their ro wines.' This 
is the meaning in the phrase ' give room,' which 
has been changed into 'give place' in AV where- 
ever it occurs in earlier VSS ; thus Gal 2 8 Tind. 
' To whom we gave no roume, no not for the space 
of an houre,' so Gen. NT 1557, but 1500 'gave not 
place.' Cf. Tindale, Works, i. 227, ' Dearly be- 
loved, avenge not yourselves, but give room unto 
the wratli of God ; and Pent. (Prologe) 'Isaac 
when his welles which he had digged were taken 
from him, geveth rowme and resisteth not.' 

3. The ' upper room ' of Mk 14", Lk 22 w (Gr. drd- 
yalop, TB apilrytov), and of Ac 1" (Gr. brtpyop, BV 
' upper chamber') is a room in the upper storey of 
the house, 'a roof-chamber' (see Moore on Jg 3- u ; 
Driver, Daniel, p. 74 ; Thomson, Land and Book", 
ii. 634, 636 [with illustration] ; and cf. House in 
vol. ii. p. 433'). BV adds 1 Ch 28" (Heb. nfe AV 
' upper chamber '). 

4. In Gn 6'* it is said that Noah's ark had 
' rooms ' made in it. The Heb. (D'jp) is lit. ' nests,' 
and is usually understood to mean small divisions 
or cells. J. Hastings. 

ROSE {rtywn h&bhazzelcth, Ca 2 1 , Is 35' BVm in 
both 'autumn crocus.'— Some have derived this 
word from hy} bdztil, the same as the Arab, basal 
= 4 onion,' and secondarily 'bulb.' This theory 
rests on the supposition that the initial n is a 
mistake for n. Apart, however, from the fact 
that there is no critical support for this theory, it 
gains no probability from the ancient versions. 
The Syriac, for example, hamzalluita, gives the n 
also instead of n. The Targum on Ca 2' ex- 
plains hnbhazz-leth by Enp"J = narcissus (Celsius, 
Hicrob. i. 489). An Assj-rian word of similar 
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form, habasillatu, signifies a 'marsh plant or 
reed.' Notwithstanding the authority of Gesenius, 
Michaelis, and Rosenmiiller, we are inclined to 
accept narcissus as the correct translation. Two 
species of this genus grow in Palestine and Syria, 
N. Tazctta, L., flowering from November to 
March, and N. serotinus, L., flowering in autumn. 
The former has larger and more sweetly scented 
flowers than the latter. They are of the familiar 
pattern, with a white perigonium, and yellow, 
cup-shaped crown. The scape bears from three to 
ten flowers. The mention of the 'narcissus of 
Sharon' in parallelism with the 'lily (shoshannah) 
of the valleys ' increases the probability that they 
are allied plants. Shoshannah is doubtless generic, 
and may include various species of Iris, Colchicum, 
Crocus, Pancratium, Ixiohrion, Tulipa, Fritillaria, 
Hvacinthus, Asphodeline, etc. (see Lily), any or 
all of which would go well in a parallelism with 
narcissus. For the tr" 'rose' we have only the 
authority of Ben Melech (Cels. Hierob. i. 488). 
The LXX Hvdos and xplvov give it no support. 

The rose is mentioned in several places in the 
Apocrypha. Sirach speaks of <f>vrh j>!iSov i» 'lepixv, 
'a rose plant in Jericho' (24 u , cf. 39 18 ). Seven 
species of rose exist in Pal. and Syria — Rosa lutca, 
L., the Yellow Rose, which grows only in N. Syria ; 
R. glutinosa, S. et S., and R. Thureti, Barnat et 
Gremli, both Alpine species; R. canina, L., the 
Dog Rose, a mountain species; R. dumetorum, 
Thuill., a species growing trom Lebanon and Anti- 
lebanon northward ; R. Arabica, Crep., a Sinaitic 
species; and R. Phanicea, Boiss. The latter is 
almost universal. The present writer has not 
met with any of these species at Jericho, but the 
last might easily grow there in hedges. There is 
nothing in the context to prevent the ' rose plant 
in Jericho ' being a cultivated one. It has nothing 
to do with the traditional 'rose of Jericho.' This 
is a low, annual Crucifer, Anastatica hierochun- 
tina, L. The so-called rose in this case is the 
entire plant, which, after maturing, dries up, and 
its branches curl inward, forming a brown hemi- 
sphere, 3 to 4 in. broad. On placing the root in 
water, it absorbs moisture, and the dry branches 
expand, and .spread open. It has no resemblance 
to a rose, except in its round contour. Roses are 
everywhere cultivated in Pal. and Syria, and 
passionately admired by the people. The name 
Wardch = Rose, is a favourite girl's name in 
Arabic (cf. NT Rhoda). One of the industries for 
which Damascus is noted is the distilling of rose- 
water and an essential oil (attar of roses), as well 
as the making of syrup of roses. Large plantations 
of rosebushes are to be seen there and in other 
parts of the country. G. E. POST. 

ROSH (t?k-i). — 1. A son, or, according to the LXX 
fPwt), a grandson, of Benjamin, (in 46 ai . The 
reading of MT o*bd ot-n tih 4 Ehi and Rosh, 
Muppim,' should, however, probably be corrected 
after Nu 26 38 to osin oitik ' Ahiram and Shupham' 
(cf. also 1 Ch 8" ). 2. In the title of Gog erti kW 
fcppi -lyn in Ezk 38* 39 1 (RV 'prince of Rosh, 
Meshech, and Tubal ' ; AV and RVm ' chief prince 
of Meshech and Tubal ' ; AVm ' prince of the chief 
of Meshech and Tubal '). It is most probable that 
Rosh is here the name of a people or country, like 
Meshech and Tubal (so LXX ['Puis] and Symm. 
and Theod.). Its position, however, cannot be 
identified. Gesenius actually thought of the 
Russians, but this is impossible. Even the land 
of Rash, on the western border of Elum, which 
is mentioned in the cuneiform inscriptions (see 
Delitzsch, Parodies, 322), appears (see A. B. David- 
son, Ezckicl, ad loc.) to lie too far east for the 
requirements of the prophecy. For further con- 
jectures see the Commentaries of Bertholet and 



Kraetzschmar, ad loc. Duhm, followed by Cheyue, 
finds this same vth concealed under the nyjj (' how ') 
ofIs66 18 . J. A. Selbie. 

RUBY.— Three Heb. words, oik, ibis, and otj?, 
are tr. 'ruby' in EV (text or margin), but it is 
doubtful whether this is the stone meant. 

1. oik is tr. ' ruby ' in AVm and RVm at Ex 28" 
39 10 , Ezk 28'*. The text, in each case, has Bar-dins, 
after the Vulg. sardius and the LXX aiphiov. oik 
(from Dig or ci$ ' to be red ') would obviously be a 
suitable name for any red stone. There is nothing 
in it to help us in fixing on the special kind of 
gem. A similar ambiguity attaches to the cognate 
Assyr. word adamatu, when used as a plant- 
name ; all that Fried. Delitzsch (Assyr. Hand- 
wbrterbuch, sub voce) feels justified in saying of it 
is that it is ' a plant, probably so called on account 
of its colour.' Pliny, too, presents the same kind 
of difficulty as we meet here ; his method ol 
naming stones according to their colours often 
leaves as uncertain which of them he has in view. 
Modern authorities are divided between the claims 
of the camel ian [Petrie makes it the red jasper ; 
see art. Stones (Precious)] and the ruby to repre- 
sent the Heb. oik, the majority favouring the former. 
Two considerations are in favour of this view : by 
far the largest number of gems which have come 
down to us from antiquity are carnelians ; and the 
oik of Exodus was an engraved stone, whereas the 
ruby, on account of its hardness, was seldom en- 
graved in ancient times. 

2. -Di3 is tr. « ruby ' by RV at Is 54", Ezk 27" ; 
AV has 'agate,' m. ' Heb. chrysoprase' ; LXX has 
fatfim (Is.) and xopxty (Ezek.) (from the common 
confusion of i and i) ; Vulg. ia.°pis and chodchod. 
It is impossible to determine what the 1^13 was. 
The root from which the noun is derived probably 
means * to sparkle.' But this would suit a car- 
buncle almost, if not quite, as well as a ruby. 

8. At Job 28 18 , Pr 3 U [Kelhibh, by a transcriber's 
mistake, o--»] 8 11 20" 31'°, La 4 7 , AV and RV tr. 
O'w? • rubies ' ; RVm has ' red coral or pearls,' ex- 
cept atLa4 7 , which has ' corals.' The LXX is very 
vague and fluctuating, using \10<h, \ldoi to\vt€\(U, 
tA iadrrara. (Job 28 18 ) ; and the Vulg. is still more 
unhelpful, ' cunctis pretiosissimis,' ' cunctis opHnts,' 
' multitudo qemmarum,' ' de ultirais Jinibus,' ' de 
occultis,' ana at La 4 7 ' cbore antiquo.' {Toy, Prov. 
p. 72, appears to think that this last is due to a 
mistaken reading, cjan ; but it is to be noted that 
at Ezk 27 16 the Vulg. renders o:j?a ]? by denies 
hebeninos). Although dt*? never occurs in a list 
of gems, the Heb. writers must have had a distinct 
class of stones ia view. This is clear from La 4 7 : 
the colour of the human body could not be com- 
pared to that of precious stones in general. The 
same passage seems also to preclude the ' pearls ' 
of our RVm. l ? Qr if Carey (quoted by Delitzsch, 
Job, p. 370) had seen 'pearls of a slightly reddish 
tinge,' these are, at all events, not so common as 
to justify a comparison which would imply that 
pearls are usually red. The choice would appear 
to lie between 'ruby' and 'red coral.' And the 
decision depends on two considerations — the value 
and the colour of these two classes of objects. 
The passages in Job and Proverbs show that c/W 
were costly. 'The price of wisdom is above o*)**?.* 
Either rubies or coral would answer to this require- 
ment. Rubies have always commanded a high 
price. Theophrastus speaks of quite a small d>0pa£ 
as being worth forty gold staters. Benvenuto 
Cellini, in the 16th cent., states that a ruby of 
one carat was worth eight times as much as a 
diamond of the same weight. A fine ruby will 
still fetch more than a diamond of the same size. 
But red coral {corallium mbrian) has also always 
been held in high esteem. In ancient times it was 
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eagerly purchased in India. It finds a place in 
the Lapidarium of Marbodus. Good specimens 
continue to command a high price in China. The 
coral fisheries are a carefully regulated and highly 
important source of wealth on the Mediterranean 
coasts. On the second point — that of colour — 
the present writer is of opinion that the balance 
inclines in favour of the coral. Rubies are of too 
deep and fiery a hue to be compared at La 4 7 to 
the red of even an Oriental's body, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that there are exceptional gems, such 
as the one King describes (Antique Genu, p. 250), 
' of the most delicious cerise colour.' But coral 
is found of every shade — deep red, rose pink, flesh 
colour, and even milky white. There is no diffi- 
culty about the supposition that the Jews were 
familiar with it, for it was to be obtained from the 
coast of India and the Red Sea, as well as from 
the Mediterranean. J. Taylor. 

RUDDER.— See SHIPS AND BOATS. 

RUDIMENT.— See ELEMENT. 

RUE (mfraFor, ruta). — Ruta graveolen-i, L., the 
officinal rue, is a heavy-smelling, shrubby plant, 
of the order Rutacea:, 2 to 4 ft. high, with glandular- 
dotted, bi-pinnately parted leaves, and corymbose, 
yellow flowers. It is cultivated for its medicinal 
properties, which are antispasmodic and emmena- 
gogue. It has been inferred from Lk 11" that it 
was one of the plants subject to tithe (but see 
Plummer, ad loc.). The indigenous rue of Pal. 
is Ruta Chalepensis, L., the Aleppo rue, which 
differs but slightly from the officinal species. 

G. E. Post. 

RUFUS ('Pou<f>os).— In Mk 15» we are told that 
Simon of Cyrene, who bore our Lord's cross, was 
the father of Alexander and Rufus. In Ro 16 ,s 
St. Paul sends his salutation to Rufus, 'the chosen 
in the Lord, and his mother and mine.' The name, 
meaning 'red,' 'reddish,' was among the com- 
monest of slave names. The mention of Simon as 
the father of Alexander and Rufus seems to imply 
that the two latter were known in the circles to 
which the Gospel was addressed. There is some 
evidence for thinking that St. Mark's Gospel was 
written in Rome ; if this be so, then the same 
person may be referred to in both passages ; but 
as the name was so common, this can be only a 
conjecture. 'Chosen in the Lord' implies some 
particular eminence as a Christian, and not merely 
one of the elect, which would not be any special 
distinction. By ' his mother and mine,' St. Paul 
means that the mother of Rufus had on some 
occasion shown to him the care of a mother, and 
that therefore he felt for her the affection of a son. 

The name of Rufus was made use of largely in legendary 
history. He is introduced into the Act* of Andrew and of 
Peter. According to one account he was bishop of Thebes ; 
according to another, bishop of Capua ; according to another, 
bishop of Avignon. The lost legend states that he travelled 
to Spain, founded the church at Tortosa, went over the Alps 
to Narbonne, and preached in Avignon. He appears to have 
been commemorated on the 12th, 14th, and 21st November. 

A. C. Headlam.. 
RUO.-Jg 4" RV and AVm. See Mantle, 
No. 4. 

RUHAHAH The second child (a daughter) of 

Gomer, Hosea's unfaithful wife, was called Lo- 
RUHAMAH, ' unpitied,' Hos l 6 - 8 , as a type of Israel, 
when, unpitied by Jahweh, she was to be given 
over to calamity. The opposite condition of things 
is expressed in Hos 2 3 [Eng. 2'] 'Say ye unto your 
brethren, Ammi (i.e. ' my people,' in opposition to 
the name of the third child, Lo-AMMI, 'not my 
people'), and to your sisters, Ruhamah' (ncrj-j 
'pitied,' LXX 'EXtijftirn). Similarly, when Jah- 



weh 's anger is turned away, He declares in v. a f 23 ' 
' and I will have mercy upon her that had not obtained 
mercy ' (tcirihamti eth-to rukamdh, LXX B «ai d-yair- 
■fyrw t\v OOk iryaxrjfUi>7]v[A.Q have i\t faa for ayaw^tru, 
and 1jkeiiu4vn» for i^oiij^nii', cf. Hort on 1 P 2 10 ]). 

J. A. Seldie. 

RULERS OF THE CITY is, at Ac 17«- 8 , the EV 
rendering of the (Jr. xoXirdpxai (on the various 
spelling ToXetr. see Tisch. N'l*, Prol. p. 86, n. 2), as 
the special local title belonging to the magistrates 
in Thessalonica, before whose bar the Jews of that 
city, along with a mob of market-idlers, dragged 
Jason and other Christian converts, under a charge 
of hospitably receiving Paul and Silas, and of en- 
tertaining treasonable designs against the emperor. 
The word denotes 'rulers of the citizens,' who, a» 
Thessalonica was a free city, had then the privi- 
lege of choosing their own rulers. The use of the 
term woX^dpxvs has been pointed to as an excel- 
lent illustration of the accuracy of St. Luke (e.g. 
by Alford and Knowling, ad loc.) ; for, while it is 
not employed in that form by classical authors, who 
use xo\lapxos and woXlrapxot, the actual existence of 
the Lukan form at Thessalonica is vouched for by 
inscriptions discovered there, one of which (assigned 
to the time of Vespasian) mentions among the 
politarchs for the time being Sosipater, Secundus, 
and Gaius— names occurring also as those of com- 
panions of St. Paul (Boeckh, (JIG 1967, quoted by 
Conybeare and Howson, and by Alford). 

Much fresh light is thrown on this subject in a 
paper by Prof. Burton of Chicago, in the American 
Journal of Theology for July 1898, entitled ' The 
Politarchs,' in which he has carefully collected, and 
commented on, the inscriptions which attest the 
use of the noun voXirdpxv* or of the verb toXi- 
rapxiu. The following is a summary of his results : 
— There are seventeen inscriptions which attest 
the existence of the office of politarch in ancient 
cities, to which other two may be added, if we 
accept recent probable restorations. Eleven con- 
tain the verb, always in the present participle, and 
mostly in the genitive plural ; seven contain the 
noun, giving in all eleven instances of it. There 
is itacistic variation between e» and i in the second 
syllable of both noun and verb. While isolated 
examples occur from Thrace, Bithynia, the Bos- 
poran kingdom, and Egypt, no fewer than thirteen 
belong to Macedonia, and live of these without 
much doubt to Thessalonica itself. None have 
apparently been discovered from Greece proper, 
and there is no reason to believe that the oflice 
existed south of Macedonia. Its presence in the 
latter province so largely was probably due to 
Roman influence in its municipal organization. 
The five Thessalonian inscriptions extend from the 
beginning of the 1st to the middle of the 2nd 
cent. A.D. As regards number, Thessalonica had 
five politarchs in the reign of Augustus and six 
under Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius. 
Burton gives a full bibliography, mentioning as 
the most recent book that of Dimitzas : 'H Ma«- 
dorla iv \l0oii ipOeyyofdvois xal fivrifielou au^Ofiivon, 

2 vols., Athens, 1896. William P. Dickson. 

RULER(S) OF THE SYNAGOGUE.— See Syna- 
GOGUE. 

RUMAH (.npn; B Kpovud, A 'Pvpd).— The home 
of Pedaiah, the maternal grandfather of king 
Jehoiakim, 2 K 23 3 * 1 . Josephus, in the parallel 
passage, Ant. X. v. 2, has 'Afiovnd, no doubt a 
copyist's error for 'Apoiyxd, which may be the 
ARITMAH of Jg 9 41 , which lay in the neighbourhood 
of Shechem. Another Rumah (in Galilee) is 
named in Jos. HJ ill. vii. 21, which may have 
been the birthplace of Pedaiah (see Neubauer, 
Gtog. du Tal/n. 203; Gucrin, Galilee, i. 367 f. ; 
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Buhl, GAP 220 f.), if we may suppose that con- 
nubium still sul>sisted between the Northern and 
Southern kingdoms. 

The reading .-ran for nan in Jos 15 M , although 
supported by the LXX (B 'Pe/wA, A 'Povnd), is 
probably a copyist's error. See DUMAH, No. 2. 
According to Jerome, there was a various reading, 
Rumah {i.e. Home) for Dumah in Is 21", which is 
said also to have been found in a manuscript belong- 
ing to K. Meir. J. A. Sklhie. 

RUNNERS.— See Footman, and Guard, No. 2. 

RUSH.— See Reed. 

RUTH (nri, LXX *Po«50).— The heroine of the 
Bk. of Ruth. She was a Moabitess, the wife of 
Mahlon (Ru 4 10 ) the son of Elimelech and Naomi 
who were residing in the land of Moab because of 
a famine in Judali (Ru l Iff -). By the time that the 
famine ceased, Elimelech and his two sons were 
dead. Naomi decided to return to her own land, 
and after she and her daughters-in-law had started 
she recommended them to stay in their native land 
and marry again. Ruth refused, and declared her 
intention that nothing short of death should part 
her from Naomi. They went on their way, and 
arrived at Bethlehem, much to the surprise of the 
inhabitants. It was the beginning of barley har- 
vest. Elimelech's kinsman, Boaz, was one of the 
leading inhabitants of Bethlehem, and Ruth went 
to glean, and by chance entered a part of his field. 
Here Boaz noticed her and bade her remain in the 
same field, and praised her for the care she had 
taken of her mother-in-law. He invited her to 
share the meal of the reapers, and instructed his 
men to show her proper respect (ch. 2). Instigated 
by her mother, she introduced herself into his 
presence at night and claimed his protection. He 
was quite willing to give it to her, out there was a 
nearer kinsman who had prior rights to his, and 
he had to be reckoned witfi first. Boaz therefore 
sent Ruth home with a present for her mother, 
whilst he himself took the necessary steps to call 
upon the nearer kinsnuin to exercise or refuse to 
exercise his rights (ch.vfe). He summoned him to 
his side at the gate of the city, with ten elders of 
the city as witnesses. He then called upon the 
nearest kinsman to buy or redeem Elimelech's 
portion of land. He refused to do this", because 
it involved his taking to wife Ruth the Moabitess, 
and passed on his rights to Boaz by drawing off 
his shoe and giving it to Boaz ; for ' this was the 
manner of attestation in Israel.' The people in 
the gate were called upon as well as the elders to 
bear witness to the transaction, and invoked the 
blessing of God upon Boaz and Ruth (4 1 ' 18 ). In 
this way they were married, and their firstborn 
son was called Obed, from whom were descended 
David and Christ (Ru 4 lsff -, cf. Mt I s ). 

The name Ruth is of uncertain origin. It is 
to be noticed that her alleged descendant David 
entered into friendly relations with Moab (cf. 1 S 
22 s - *). The transaction recorded in this book is 
on the same lines as that legalized in Dt 25 3 " 10 , 
though not coming under that law (see Driver, 
Dent. 285). The actual selling of the land by 
Naomi comes nearer to the law of Lv 25 M . At- 
tempts have been made to assign the history to 
the days of Eglon (Jg 3' 2 30 ), or the time of scarcity 
preceding Gideon's call ( Jg 6 3 - *). See, further, 
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RUTH, BOOK OP — This book, in which the 
history of Ruth (see preceding article) is narrated, 
is full of interest. It is an anonymous work, 
idyllic in its character, describing pastoral life 
among the Hebrews in a time of peace and order, 



when old customs were kept up and carefully 
observed. 

i. The Date of the Book.— This must be 
considerably later than the history, though how 
much later is a matter of controversy. The book 
looks back to ' the days when the judges ruled' (l 1 ), 
to a custom existing ' in former time in Israel ' (4 7 ), 
and carries the descent from Boaz down to David 
(4 !K ), unless, as some have with little probability 
thought, the last verses do not really belong to 
the book. But it claims no particular date for 
itself, though the style would lead us to assign 
it to a comparatively early one. The linguistic 
difficulties in the way of its being early have been 
discussed by Driver (LOT pp. 426, 427 [ 8 454, 455]). 
The main argument for a post -exilic date, besides 
the linguistic one, is the way in which the customs 
of ch. 4 are treated as quite obsolete. 

ii. The Object of the Book.— This may be 
described as twofold. (1) To introduce us to the 
family from which David was descended ; and 
(2) to illustrate the marriage laws of the Israel- 
ites. The marriage of Ruth the Moabitess with 
Mahlon seems at first to run counter to the law 
as laid down in Dt23 Si4 , and certainly in post- 
exilic times such a union was held to be unlawful 
(see Ezr 9 1 - 2 , Neh 10 s8 ), but the law quoted says 
nothing about marriage, and differs in its terms 
from that of Dt 7 s . Some of those who look upon 
this book as post-exilic have been tempted to 
regard it almost as a political pamphlet, and a 
protest against the action taken both by Ezra 
and Nehemiah. 

Hi. Place in the Canon.— In the Jewish Canon 
the Talmud (Bab. Baba bathra 14) places it first 
amongst the Hagiographa or third class of sacred 
writings immediately before the Psalms. In 
Hebrew Bibles it is one of the five Megillfith or 
rolls which were read in the Synagogue on five 
special days in the Jewish ecclesiastical year- 
Ruth being read at the Feast of Weeks. As this 
was the second of the five days, the Book of Ruth 
generally appears second in order ; but in Spanish 
MSS and in one Bible of A.D. 1009 Ruth comes 
first (Buhl, Canon of the OT, i. § 10). The arrange- 
ment adopted in modern versions by which Ruth 
follows Judges goes back to the Vulgate and LXX, 
and also to Josephus.* Its position in them is 
due to its having been linked on to the Book of 
Judges by its first verse, and having been treated 
as an appendix to that book. 

LrreRATTTRK.— ■ Commentaries of Mettger (1857), Keil and 
Delitzsch, Wright (1864), Bertheau (combined with Judge*, 
1883), Hummelauer (1888), Oettli (Dm ge*ch. Hagiog., Nord- 
lingen, 1889),Wildeboer(A'«rzer Hdcom. 1898), Nowack(//</iom. 
1900); cf. also Driver, LOT 426 ff. [«454ff.); Cornill, EinUitA 
242 ff. ; Wildeboer. Lit. d. AT, 841 ff.; Wellhausen - Bleek ; 
Robertson in Book by Book, 76 ; W. K. Smith, art. * Ruth ' in 
Encycl. BriL* ; see also the relevant sections in the works of 
Ryle, Wildeboer, and Buhl on the Canon o/OT. 

H. A. Redpath. 
RYE (n?$s kussemeth ; fta, 6\voa, far, vicii). — 
Kussemeth occurs three times in the Bible. Twice 
it is tr* 1 by AV « rye' (Ex 9", Is28 as m ' spelt' ; RV 
in both passages ' spelt '). It is also tr* in A V 
' fitches' ( Ezk 4», AVm and RV « spelt'). The LXX 
gives in the first and third of the above references 
6\vpa, and in the second {in. 6\vpa may, and {ia does, 
mean ' spelt,' which is the seed of Triticum spelta, 
L., a wild wheat. Notwithstanding the authority 
of the LXX, we think that kussemeth is the same 
as the Arab, kirsanah, commonly pronounced 
kirsenneh. This is a leguminous plant, Vicia 
Ervilia, L., near the lentil in its general aspect. 
It is an annual, with pinnate leaves of 8 to 12 
pairs of oblong, retuse leaflets, and a tortulose 

• The only way in which Josephus' reckoning of the books of 
the Bible as twenty-two can be accounted for is by supposing 
that he reckoned Judges and Ruth as one book. 
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pod, 1 in. lone and & in. broad, containing 3 to 4 
seeds, larger than those of the lentil. It is exceed- 
ingly common, being extensively cultivated for 
fodder, and for the seeds, which resemble those 
of the lentil. The substitution of r for the first * 
and n for m produces the classical Arab, form 
kirsanah. Evidently Jerome adopted this view, 



translating the word by vicia. Rye is unknown 
in Bible lands. Spelt is not cultivated, and ii 
unknown here in the wild state. Perhaps the 
best rendering would be 1 vetch,' with a marginal 
note, ' the seed known by the Arabs as kirsenneh, 
properly kirsanah' (but see art. Bread in vol. i. 
p. 316 b ). G. E. Post. 



S 



SABACHTHANI. — See Eli, Eli, Lama Sabach- 
THANL 

8ABJEANS, SEBA, SHEBA The purpose of 

this article is to explain and differentiate the em- 
ployment of these terms, leaving ethnological and 
other information to be given under the articles 
Seba and Sheba. 

Sabeans occurs only twice in RV: once Is 45" 
(D'*gp ; B Zafiaeln, A Zffiueln) as the gentilic name 
from Seba, and once Job l 15 (M77, LXX om.) as that 
from Sheba. Other two instances occur in AV: 
Jl 3 [Heb. 4] 8 , where RV substitutes ' men of 
Sheba' as tr. of q**# (LXX om.); and Ezk 23" 
where RV and AVm, following the Kethibh o'ioio, 
substitute ' drunkards ' [A V ' Sabsrans ' follows 
the frere o'k?? ; B om., A olvw/tivoi]. The text here 
is almost certainly corrupt, and it can hardly 
be said that Cornill, Bertholet, or Kraetzschniar 
have been very successful in their attempts at 
restoring it. 

Seba Za£d) is mentioned in On 10 7 ( = 1 Ch 
1», B Xa/Sdr) as a son of Gush ; in Is 43 s (B Zofyri) 
the name is coupled with Cush, and in Ps 72'° with 
Sheba. 

Sheba (k#, usually 2a/3<£) is variously described 
as (1) a grandson of Cush Gn 10 7 ( = 1 Gh l 9 , B 
2a£d»>); (2) a son of Joktan Gn 10 28 (A 2o/3«0, E 
2a/3aC) = l Ch I s3 (A Za£o>); (3) a son of Jokshan 
Gn25» (A Sa^dr, E 2a£d)=l Gh 1* (B 2a/3a(, A 
Zapd). The queen of Sheba (1 K 10>- *• 10 - 13 =2 Ch 
91. *. ». is) visited Solomon, bringing with her great 
stores of gold, precious stones and spices ; the 
trading companies of Sheba are referred to in 
Job 6"» (B Zapol, K c - ■ "Efff/3oi, A Tid *A«floi), Is 60 6 , 
Ezk 27 !fl ' s * (associated with Ita'amah, Haran, 
Canneh, Eden, Asshur, and Chilmad) 38 18 (with 
Dedan and Tarshish) ; its gold is mentioned in 
Ps 72" (Bx 'Apapia), and its frankincense in Jer 
6 20 ; in Ps 72 w tlie name is coupled with Seba ('the 
kings of Sheba [BR /3cur«Xe« 'kpdpuv] and Sel>a shall 
offer gifts'). J. A. Selbie. 

SAB ANNE US (B Za/SawuoCs, A Barratofe, AV 
Bannaia), 1 Es 9 s3 . The corresponding name in Ezr 
10» is Zabad. 

SABANNU8 (Zd/Wo», AV Sabban), 1 Es 8" (LXX 
•*).— Moeth the son of Sabannus corresponds to 
Noadiah the son of Binnui, Ezr 8 13 . 

SABAOTH — See Lord of Hosts. 

BAB ATE U8 (B 'Xftralos, A Zapparalat, AV Sa- 
bateas), 1 Es 9* = Shabbethai, Neb 8 7 , where the 
LXX omits the name. 

SABATHUS [SdBa$n, AV Sabatus), 1 Es 9 28 = 
Zabad, Ezr 10 27 . 

SABBATEU8 (Zapparaios, AV Sabbatheus), 1 Es 



9". — 'Levis and Sabbateus' correspond to 'Shab- 
bethai the Levite' of Ezr 10 18 . 

SABBATH (n;? ; cdpparoy ; also, both in LXX 
and NT, of a single day, ra oippara). — Tlie Hebrew 
name for the seventh day of the week, which 
became among the Israelites a centre of many 
important religious observances and associations. 

The word is in form, probably (as may be inferred from \*z& 
ninjF), contracted from bhjf (so Olsbausen, p. 349 ; Konig, ii. 
180 f. : otherwise, but less probably, Barth, Xomittalbildung, p. 
24 ; Jastrow [see ad fin.], p. 349). The root njf means (see 
Is 14* 24 8 ) to desist, cease (cf. Arab, sabata, to cut off, intercept, 
interrupt) ; hence the idea connects with the ' sabbath ' will 
be that of desisting, cessation — the doubled b having an inten- 
sive force, and implying cither complete cessation, or, perhaps, 
a making to cease. It should be borne in mind that the idea 
expressed by rop and njs* is not the positive ' rest ' of relaxa- 
tion or refreshment (which is rjw), but the negative 'rest' of 
cessation from work or activity. Whether, however, this 
etymology expresses the original meaning of ' sabbath,' must 
remain for the present an open question : if it be true that it 
and the Assyr. iabattum had a common origin, it may have 
denoted originally something different (see below, f if., first 
par. in small type). 

i. History of the Institution in the OT. — 
The sabbath is mentioned in all the great Penta- 
teuchal codes, and there are also allusions to it in 
the historical and prophetical liooks. It will be 
most instructive to consider the notices, as far 
as possible, chronologically. 

in the legislation of JE the sabbath appears 
as a day of cessation from (in particular) field- 
labour, designed with a humanitarian end : Ex 
23 ,a 'Six days shalt thou do thy work (Ti?y;5>), 
and on the seventh day thou shalt desist (nafn), 
in order that thy ox and thy ass may rest (ma;), 
and that the son of thy maidservant, and thy 
'stranger,' may be refreshed (t?Cj:, properly 'get 
breath,' cf. 2S 16"),'— comp. the similar motive 
for the sabbatical year, v. 11 . And in the parallel 
group of laws in ch. 34 (v. 21 ): 'Six days thou 
shalt work, but on the seventh day thou shalt 
desist : in plowing time and in harvest thou shalt 
desist.' In the Decalogue (Ex 20 8 ) tlie Israelite is 
commanded to ' keep ' the sabbath ' holy ' ; and the 
injunction is expanded in the following clauses, 
vv i». 10 ( W hich are probably an explanatory com- 
ment, not forming part of the original Ten Words) : 
the seventh day, it is there said, is a sabbath ' unto ' 
(i.e. to be observed in honour of) Jehovah : no 
work — fi?*??, more exactly business, the word 
generally used in connexion with the sabbath— is 
to be done in it by any member of the Israelite's 
household (including his servants), or by his cattle, 
or by the 'stranger' settled in his country; and 
in Deut. (5") a clause similar to Ex 23 ,!lb is added, 
'in order that thy manservant and thy maid- 
servant may rest (cm;) as well as thou' (cf. for the 
philanthropic motive, 12"- 18 14 28b 16"). In the 
early historical books and prophets the sabbath is 
associated with the new moon, in n manner which 
implies that both were occasions of intermission 
from labour, and holidays : in 2K4'- a a visit to 
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a distance would, it is implied, be undertaken 
naturally only on a sabbath or new moon. Hos 2 n 
('And I will cause all her mirth to cease, her pil- 
grimages, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and 
all her stated [religious] seasons') implies that the 
sabbath, though it had a religious object (cf. 
Is l u ), was also an occasion of social relaxation : 
Am 8 5 (' When will the new moon be gone, that 
we may sell corn ? and the sabbath, that we may 
open out wheat ? ') shows that trade as well as field- 
labour was intermitted on it. 

The passages quoted make it evident that in the 
8th cent. n.c. the sabbath was regarded as sacred 
to J", and that it was marked bv abstention from 
at least ordinary occupations. The lirst of these 
facts implies naturally in addition that some 
special sacrifices were offered on it — an inference 
which might also be drawn from the connexion in 
which it is mentioned in Is l 13 . In later times, 
both the religious observances and also the absten- 
tion from labour were more fully defined and 
specialized. Jeremiah (17 I *" :n ) has a prophecy re- 
lating to the sabbath : the people are solemnly 
charged by him, ' Bear no burden on the sabbath 
day, neither bring in by the gates of Jerusalem, 
nor carry forth a burden out of your houses, 
nor do any business ; but hallow ye the sabbath 
day, as I commanded your fathers' ; the command, 
it is added, had been imperfectly observed, but 
Jer. attaches to its observance now a promise of 
the permanence of the Davidic dynasty, and the 
safety of Jerusalem. Jer.'s authorship of this 
prophecy has been questioned by recent critics ; 
out it is exactly in Jer.'s style : the high import- 
ance attached to the sabbath, even before Jer.'s 
time, is shown by the place which it holds in the 
Decalogue (to which Jer. plainly refers) ; and no 
doubt the prophet emphasized the sabbath, not 
simply for its own sake, but as a typical religious 
observance ; it was an institution the observance 
or non-observance of which might be taken as a 
criterion of the general faithfulness or disloyalty 
of the nation. 

In the 'Law of Holiness' (chiefly Lv 17-26), the 
individual laws in which, though their setting is 
later, may in many cases be as old as the 8th cent, 
or older (cf. vol. iii. pp. 69 f., 108 a ), the observance 
of the sabbath is inculcated more than once ('Ye 
shall keep my sabbaths,' Lv 19 3- 30 2ft-), even under 
pain of death' (Ex 31" [a fragment of H] ' verily ye 
shall keep my sabbaths, for it is a sign .between 
me and you [i.e. Jumark. or token, like circum- 
cision (Gn 17 n ), ofyour'oeing my people] ... to 
know that I am J" which sanctitieth you. And ye 
shall keep the sabbath, for it is holy unto you ; 
every one that profaneth it shall surely be put to 
death ') ; and Ezekiel (who elsewhere also shows 
himself to be strongly influenced by this body of 
laws: LOT 138-144 [• 145-152]) lays great stress 
upon it likewise : with evident reference to the 
language of H, he declares it to be an ancient 
ordinance of J" (20 12 'moreover I gave them my 
sabbaths to be a sign. between me and them, to 
know that I am "J which sanctifieth them,' v. 5 * 
(I said) . . and hallow my sabbaths'; cf., of the 

Sriests, 44**), and reproaches the people with having 
eliantly 'profaned' it (20°- "»• «■ * 22 s 23»), or 
' hidden their eyes ' from it (22"). It is probable 
that at this time an increased significance began to 
be attached to the sabbath on account of its being 
one of the few distinctive institutions of Israel 
which could be observed in a foreign land. The 
same prophet in 45 17 46 4f - (cf. vv. 1 - 8 ) also gives 
directions — ba'*ed, it may be presumed, upon ex- 
isting usage— respecting the sacriiices to be offered 
every sabbath by the 'prince' on behalf of the 
nation in the restored temple, viz. six lambs and 
one ram as a burnt-ottering, with accompanying 



meal-offerings (the daily offering, according to Ezk 
46 UM ", was to be one lamb, with an accompany- 
ing meal -offering). 

The later exilic references to the sabbath are in 
a similar strain to the reference of Jeremiah. Its 
observance is the typical religious duty, and the 
test of general allegiance to J" (Is 56 s - ** 6 ) ; and a 
promise of restoration to Palestine is given to 
those Israelites who faithfully observe it, regarding 
it as a ' delight,' and refraining on J"'s ' holy day 
from 'doing' their (ordinary) 'ways,' or 'find- 
ing' their own 'pleasure,' or 'speaking' [vain] 
'words' (Is 58 13t ): in Is 66 s8 , also, it is pictured 
as being (in the restored Jerusalem) a weekly 
occasion of worship before J" for ^IJ^gghJ as / ; 
the new moon would be analogously a monthly 
occasion. 

In the legislation of P the regulations respect- 
ing the sabbath are further developed and sys- 
tematized. Its institution is thrown back to the 
end of the week of Creation ; God, it is said 
(Gn 2 s ), then ' blessed the seventh day and hal- 
lowed it,' — i.e. set it apart for holy uses, and 
attached blessings to its observance, — ' because 
in it he desisted (njy) from all his work 
'business')' of creation: similarly in the motive, 
based upon the representation of P, attached in 
Ex. (20 8 ) to the fourth commandment ; and in Ex 
31 17 'for in six days Jehovah made heaven and 
earth, and on the seventh day he desisted (rg?), 
and was refreshed (vs)"l, — as above, in 23 12 ).' In 
Ex 31 1IW ' the old law, derived from H, is supple- 
mented by an addition (vv. 14W7 ) emphasizing 
further the sanctity and permanence of the insti- 
tution, and the penalty (death) for its non- 
observance: Ex 35 1 " 8 (an injunction prefixed to 
the account of the construction of the tabernacle) 
the directions contained in 31 15 are rejieated almost 
verbatim (v. s ), and in v. 3 the kindling of fire on 
the sabbath is prohibited ; Lv 23 s it is to be 
observed (like certain other sacred seasons) by a 
'holy convocation,' or religious gathering ; Lv 24* 
the shewbread is to be renewed every sabbath : 
Nu 15* i " S6 relates how a man found gathering 
sticks on the sabbath was by Divine direction 
stoned to death ; Nu 28 M - the special sacrifices for 
the sabbath are appointed, viz. double those 
ottered on ordinary days (vv.*- 8 ), i.e. two male 
lambs for a burnt-offering in the morning, and two 
in the evening, with twice the usual meal- and 
drink-offerings. Lastly, in Ex le*- 23 - 89 the manna 
is stated to nave been withheld on the sabbath, 
and given in double quantity on the previous 
day, in order to preserve the sanctity of the day ; 
and the people are forbidden to leave their homes, 
and (indirectly) to bake or cook anything, on the 
sabbath. 

In P the term $habbntkon (RV ' solemn rest (properly, eeua- 
tion] ') is also used in connexion with the sabbath, viz. Ex 16*» 
' to-morrow is a solemn rett, a holy sabbath unto J" ' : 31" (cf. 
362, Lv 233) > on the seventh day is a sabbath of $olemn rett 
\Vi~ r V n;p, holy unto 3" ' (elsewhere shabbdthOn is used of New 
Year's day, Lv 232*, of the first and eighth days of the Feast of 
Booths, Lv 2339, and of the sabbatical year, Lv 25*; and 
' sabbath of solemn rest' of the Day of Atonement, Lv 16»l 2332* 
(cf. in v.«» 'sabbath' alone), and of the sabbatical year, Lv 
2fr» *).— The term ' sabbath ' is used also (Lv 85* al.) of the Sab- 
batical Year. On Lv 23"- " see WKJHU (Feast of). 

In the history of the post-exilic period we read 
in Neh 10*' how the people, headed by Nchemiah, 
bound themselves, if foreigners offered wares or 
food for sale on the sabbath, not to buy of thera ; 
and in Neh IS 18 " 82 how Neh., finding this obligation 
disregarded, and also other kinds of work done 
on the sabbath (treading wine - presses, lading 
animals with corn, bringing fruit and other wares 
into JeniR., and selling and buying them), remon- 
strated with the people, and had the gates of Jems, 
closed on that day, in order that merchants and 
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packmen might not bring their 1 burdens' (cf. Jer 
IT* 1 ) into the pity. Allusions to the sacrifices ottered 
on the sabbath occur in Neh 10» 2 Ch 2* 8 1S 31*. 

It will be evident, from the preceding survey, 
that in the priestly Law the original character 
and objects of the sabbath have receded into the 
background, it has become more distinctly a purely 
ceremonial institution, and the regulations for its 
observance have been made more strict. It will 
appear in the sequel (iii.) how in a still later age 
these characteristics are all intensified. 

ii. Speculations on the Origin of the Sab- 
bath. — It is not improbable that the sabbath is 
ultimately of Babylonian origin. In a lexico- 
graphical tablet (if Raw]. 32, 1. 16) there occurs 
the equation — 

tJm niih libbi=ia-bat-tum, 
or 'day of rest of the heart' (i.e. not, as was 
formerly supposed, a day of rest for man, but, as 
parallel occurrences of the same phrase show,* a 
day when the gods rested from their anger, a day 
for the pacification of a deity's anger) = sabbath. 
Further, in a religious calendar for two months 
(the second, or intercalary Elul, and Marchesh- 
van), which we possess, t prescribing duties for the 
king, the 7th, 14th, 19th,J 21st, and 28th days are 
entered as ' favourable day, evil day,' while the 
others are simply ' favourable ' days. On the five 
specified days, the king is not, for instance, to eat 
foot! prepared by fire, not to put on royal dress or 
offer sacrifice, not to ride in his chariot, or hold 
court, not to seek an oracle, or even to invoke curses 
on his enemies : on the other hand, as soon as the 
day is over, he may otter a sacrifice which will be 
accepted. The days, it is evident, are viewed 
superstitious] y : certain things are not to be done 
on them, in order to avoid arousing the jealousy or 
anger of the gods. The meaning of the expression 
' favourable day, evil day' is that the day had an in- 
determinate character ; it could become either the 
one or the other, according as the precautions laid 
down for its observance were attended to or not.§ 

Except in the passage quoted, iabattum is known at present 
to occur only fin the form iabattim) 2 or 8 times in syllabaries 
(Jensen, ZA iv. 274-a, Z. f. Deutsche Wortfomehung, Sept. 
1900, p. 153 [in an art. on the Week of seven days in Babylonia]) : 
in the first of these syllabaries it corresponds to a Sumerian 
ideogram meaning to pacify ; in the second (where Jensen con- 
tends that it occurs with the meaning to come to rest, be calmed, 
pacified) its occurrence is questioned by Jastrow, AJTh ii. 
815 n.: in the third (Z.J. D. Wort/. 168) it corresponds strangely 
to the ideogram which means simply day, run, light. The etymo- 
logy of tabattum is uncertain. The verb iabdtu is. in a lexico- 
graphical tablet, equated with gamAru, which menn* commonly 
(Deiitssoh, HWB p. lift) la bring to an. end, complete, bat 
which seems, to judge from two syllabaries (Z. f. D. Wort/. 
153), to have signified also to pacify, appease ; and Jensen, 
assuming that in the tablet iabatu is quoted with this excep- 
tional meaning of gamAru, explains iabattum, iabattim, from 
it. It remains however, for the present, a difficulty that while 
in Heb. shabbath is connected (apparently) with shdbath, to 
desist, the Assy r. verb sabdtu means something different. 

These facts make it at least a plausible con- 
jecture that the Heb. sabbath (which was likewise 
primarily a day of restrictions) was derived ulti- 
mately from Bubylonia, || or, as Jensen would prefer 

* E.g. Kgu nuh Ubbi=pwtAm of propitiation (Jastrow, AJTh, 
vol ii. p. 316). 

♦ Jastrow, Relig. of Bab. and Assyr. p. 376 ft*. 

J Perhaps the 7x7 = 49th day from the 1st of the preceding 
month — the month having 30 days. 

I The ancient Assyrians regarded the simplest and most 
ordinary occurrences as ominous of either good or evil (Jastrow, 
Jtel. of Bab. and Assyr. p. 355, etc.): and, in fact, there is a 
calendar in which every day in the year is marked as either 
fortunate or unfortunate for something or other (p. 379 ff ). 

I! So Schroder, RAT* on On 2»; Lots. Quastiones de hist. 
Sabb. (1883) 67 ; Ssyce, HCM 76 f., HUH 198 (where, how- 
ever, the facts about the Bab. 1 Sabbath ' are overstated ; for 
though, no doubt [Lotz, 58], iabattum might very naturally be 
the name of the 7th, 14th, etc., days of the two months referred 
to above, it is not, in any text at present known, applied to 
them actually) ; Ounkel, Schdpf. u. Chaos (1895), 155. Nor is 
there at present any evidence that a continuous succession of 
' weeks,' each ending with a day marked by special observances, 
was a Bab. institution (Jensen, 154). 



to say,* that the Heb. and Babylonian institu- 
tions had a common origin : though naturally, like 
other Heb. institutions which were not originally 
confined to Israel, it assumed among the Hebrews 
a new character, being stripped of its superstitious 
and heathen associations, and being made sub- 
servient to ethical and religious ends. It is not 
difficult to imagine how, under the influence of 
Israel's religion, a change of this kind might 
gradually be wrought, though (supposing the 
hypothesis to be a sound one) we have no infor- 
mation of the stages by which it was actually 
effected ; Jastrow's endeavour (AJTh, vol. ii. pp. 
321 fl'., 332ff., 345ff.) to show that the Heb. sablwith 
had once (like the um nuh libbi) a propitiatory 
character, and even that the verb shdbath, as 
applied to J", and shabbathon, expressed originally 
the ideas of ceasing from anger, being pacified, 
cannot be deemed convincing. 

The sabbath, as a day of restriction, is an 
institution parallel to what is found among many 
early peoples, and indeed, as a survival from an 
earlier stage, among civilized peoples as well. 
The wide dif fusion of periods of restriction makes i 
it probable that they had their origin in simple I 
ideas and social conditions. In all the cases 
known to us the restrictions are of the same 

feneral character — they refer to occupations, food, 
ress. Thus, besides the Babylonian institution, 
which has been already referred to, the Egyptians 
had a list of days, on which certain acts were pro- 
hibited (AJTh, ii. p. 350 1). In Rome business 
was suspended during the ferue ; and on all dies 
nefasti courts of law and the comitia were closed. 
In the Hawaiian Islands, it was unlawful, on 
certain days, to light fires or to bathe ; the king 
also at certain times withdrew into privacy, 
giving up his ordinary pursuits. In Borneo, work 
was forbidden on certain days in connexion with 
the harvest. The origin of such times of restric- 
tion is lost in antiquity : they come before us 
commonly as established customs, resting on pre- 
cedent, and not supposed to need explanation. 
They may have arisen from various causes : thus 
in some cases observation would show that par- 
ticular times were favourable or unfavourable to 
certain occupations ; but very often they would be 
determined by superstitious or religious motives. 
The days thus fixed would gradually be tabulated 
and systematized ; and when calendars had been 
constructed, particular days would come to be 
marked upon them as lucky or unlucky, and in 
some cases these would agree with definite phases 
of the moon. ' Such a calendar the Hebrews may 
have inherited, or may have received from Baby- 
lonia or from some other source 1 : if they received 
it from Babylonia, they detached it from its con- 
nexion with the moon (fixing it for every seventh 
day, irrespectively of the days of the month), they 
generalized the abstinence associated with it, and, , 
more than all, they transformed it into an agency, 
which, though, like other institutions, capable of 
abuse, has nevertheless, partly as observed by 
the Jews themselves, partly (see below) as forming 
the model of the Christian Sunday, operated on 
the whole with wonderful efficiency in maintain- 
ing the life of a pure and spiritual religion.}: 

The question, which was formerly much debated, whether 
the sabbath was instituted at the close of the Creation, or 
whether it was a purely Mosaic ordinance, was already answered 
by Dr. Hessey (p. 135 ft.) in the latter sense ; and in the light 
in which the early chapters of Gen. are at present regarded 
by scholars (cf. Cosmooonv, and Kyle's Early Sarraiices of 
Genesis), the question itself has become irrelevant. It is plain 
that in On 21^ the sanctity of the seventh day of the week is 



• Z.f. D. Wortforschung, 164. 

• See also Maspero, Dawn of Civilization, 210-212 ; Wiede- 
mann. Itelig. of Anc. Egypt. 203 f. 

• With the last paragraph if. C. H. Toy, 'The earliest form 
of the Sabbath,' in JBL, 1899, pp. 191-103. 
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explained unhintorically, and antedated : instead of the sab- 
bath, closing the week, being; sacred, because on it Ood 
'desisted' from His six days' work of creation, Uie work of 
creation was distributed among: six days, followed by a day of 
rest, became the week, ended by the sabbath, existed already as 
an institution, and the writer (P) wished to adjust artificially 
the work of creation to it. In the Decalogue, ' Remember ' 
may be interpreted quite naturally as signifying ' keep in mind ' 
in the future (cf. Ex 133, Dt 18 s ). 

iii. The Sabbath in the later Judaism and 
the NT. — There are not many allusions to the 
sabbath in the apocryphal books. It was natur- 
ally included amongst the distinctively Jewish 
institutions, which Antiochus Epiphanes sought 
(B.C. 168) to abolish (1 Mac )*»■«•« 2 Mac 6 s ). 
At the beginning of the Mace, uprising, the loyal 
Jews allowed themselves to be massacred in cold 
blood rather than profane the sabbath, even in 
self-defence (1 Mac S? 1 -*) : but in view of the con- 
sequences which persistence in such a course 
would obviously entail, Mattathias and his friends 
decided (vv. 38 " 41 ) to recognize defensive warfare as 
permissible on the sabbath (cf. 1 Mac 9**- — , 2 Mac 
8*-* ; also Jos. BJ It. xix. 2). The destruction of 
siege-works was not, however, considered allow- 
able ; and so Pompey was able to complete his 
mound against Jerus. on the sabbath (Jos. Ant. 
XIV. iv. 2). The unwillingness of the Jews to fight 
on the sabbath naturally became known to their 
enemies ; and several instances are on record of 
attacks being planned for that day, and carried 
out successfully (Jos. c. A p. i. 22 end ; 2 Mac 
15 1 ; Ant. XIII. xii. 4, XVIII. ix. 2). The Romans 
so far recognized the scruples entertained by the 
Jews with regard to bearing arms or travelling on 
the sabbath, as to release them from the obliga- 
tion of military service (Jos. Ant. XIV. x. 11-19). 

Allusions to the sabbath, generally more or less satirical, 
occur in the classical writers : by some of thein it was supposed 
to be a day of mere idleness, by others that it was a fast. See 
Tac. Hist, v. 4 ; Sueton. Oetaa. 70 ; Juv. xiv. 96, 105 f. ; Martial, 
iv. 4. 7 ; Persius, v. 179-134 ; Seneca, Bpist. 95, 47 (lights not to 
be kindled on it). 

By the Jewish legalists the OT regulations re- 
specting the sabbath were developed and systema- 
tized to an extent which has made their rules on 
the subject a byword for extravagance and ab- 
surdity. Two entire treatises of the Mishna, Shab- 
bath and 'EiUbin, as well as parts of others, are 
devoted to provisions for the observance of the 
sabbath ; and there are also long discussions on 
the subject, with quotations of the divergent 
opinions of different Rabbis, in the Gemara. We 
may mention some of the more simple and reason- 
able provisions first. As the Jewish day began at 
sunset in the evening, the sabbath lasted from 
sunset on what we should call Friday to sunset 
on Saturday ; according to Jos. BJ iv. ix. 12, the 
beginning and end of the day were announced by 
trumpets from the temple. The afternoon of 
Friday was called the ' eve of the Sabbath ' (a"jy 
njtfn), or the PRKPARATION-DAY (xapoo-icew)), and 
no business was allowed to be begun on it which 
might extend into the sabbath. The sabbath was 
no fast-day (cf. Jth 8") : the second Isaiah had said 
that it should be regarded as a ' delight' (Jjy) ; and 
the Jews have always been careful not to divest it 
of tli is character. Three meals (cf. Peak viii. 7 ; 
Shabb. xvi. 2), of the choicest available food 
(Edersh. ii. 52),* were accordingly prescribed for 
it, being laid ready before sunset on the Friday, 
and the lamp for the Sabbath being lighted at 
the same time. The Mishna adds minute regula- 
tions, as to how the meals, if necessary, were to 
be kept warm, without infringing the sanctity of 
the sabbath, as of course no fire might be kindled 

• The meal of which our Lord partook on a sabbath in the 
house of one of the ' rulers of the Pharisees ' (Lk 14 1 ) would, 
we may be sure, be one of these sabbatical epalce lautioret. 



(Ex 35 s ), or even attended to, on the day. The 
sabbath was regarded as set apart for religious 
exercises — both for private meditation and prayer, 
and also for public worship in the SYNAGOGUE 
(Mk (Lk 4«-»), 6* (Lk 4"), Lk 6« 13 ,u , Ac 

13i4f.97.4t.44 ls u 17 h. ig^ or ot h er place of prayer 
(Ac 16"). • 

With regard to the more technical observance of 
the sabbath, the Mishna {Shabb. vii. 2) enumerates 
39 principal classes t of prohibited actions, viz. sow- 
ing, ploughing, reaping, gathering into sheaves, 
threshing, winnowing, cleansing, grinding, sifting, 
kneading, baking ; shearing wool, washing it, 
beating it, dyeing it, spuming it, making a warp 
of it, making two thrum-threads, weaving two 
threads, splitting two threads, tying, untying, 
sewing two stitches, tearing thread to sew two 
stitches ; catching deer (game), killing, skin- 
ning, salting it, preparing its hide, scraping off its 
hair, cutting it up ; writing two letters, erasing for 
the purpose of writing two letters ; building, 
pulling down, extinguishing fire, kindling fire, 
beating with a hammer, and carrying from one 
property to another (add also Beza v. 1, 2 J). The 
real * micrology ' of the Rabbis appears, however, 
not so much in this enumeration as such, as in the 
consideration of the cases in detail, the discussion 
what actions do or do not fall under the several 
classes named, and sometimes also in the casuistical 
evasion of a prohibition. A few specimens of the 
extraordinary refinements thus introduced must 
suffice. The prohibition to tie or untie a knot was 
too general, so it became necessary to define the 
species of knots referred to. It was accordingly 
laid down that a camel-driver's knot and a boat- 
man's knot rendered the man who tied or untied 
them guilty; but R. Meir said, 'a knot which a 
man can untie with one hand only, he does not 
become guilty by untying.' A woman might, 
however, tie on various articles of dress, and also 
tie up skins of wine or oil, and pots of meat. A 
pail might be tied to a well by a band ( ' fascia '), 
but not by a rope (^n). R. Jehudah laid down 
the rule that any knot might be lawfully tied 
which was not intended to be permanent (Shabb. 
xv. 1, 2). This rule is, in fact, the principle by which 
the commentators explain the distinctions that 
have been just quoted. The rest of the tractate 
is almost wholly occupied with the discussion of 
similar distinctions in other subjects. 

The aim of the tractate 'Ei-uoin [' mixtures,' or 
1 connexions ') is to alleviate the extreme rigour 
of some of the Rabb. enactments respecting the 
sabbath. The 39th of the list of prohibited actions 
quoted above was that of carrying from one pro- 
perty to another : but in this tractate it is explained 
how places might, by a legal fiction, be combined 
together, so that things might lawfully be carried 
from one into another : there was thus an 'eriib, or 
' commixture,' of courts, of streets, and of limits : 
a number of houses owning into a common court 
were, for example, treated as one, by all the families 
before the sabbath depositing some food in the 
common court ; or a number of narrow streets or 
blind alleys were converted into a 'private pro- 
perty,' by extending along them a wire or rope, or 
by laying a beam over the entrance. The limit of 
a ' sabbath-day's journey ' (Ac l w ) was, according to 

* On the sabbath as a day of spiritual edification, cf. also 
Jos. A nt. xvi. ii. 4 middle, e. Ap. ii. 17 end ; Philo, ii. 168 end, 
169, 197, 282, 630 (from Euseb. Pnvp. Ev. viii. vii. Of.). 

t rfa^ : derivative actions, or species of the principal classes 
named, were called nn^W. Hargoliouth (Expos. Nov. 1900, 
p. SSCff.) cites from an unedited Persian MS, containing an 
account of the feasts and other observances of different nations 
by an author of the 11th cent., an enumeration of 38 forbidden 
act*, differing in many particulars from those mentioned in the 
Mishna, and including more directly some of those alluded tc 
in the Gospels. 

t See Wnnsche, Erlavtcrung [see full title ad *n.], p. 148. 
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the Rabbis, 2000 cubits ; * but if, before the sab- 
bath, a man deposited food for two meals at tli£ 
boundary, he was considered to declare that place 
to be his domicile, and he was at liberty, when the 
sabbath came, to proceed 2000 cubits beyond it. 
However, it seems that such concessions were only 
granted for some serious and worthy purpose 
(Schecliter, ap. Monteiiore, Hibb. Lect. 562). 

Naturally, there were cases in which higher con- 
siderations superseded these rules for the strict 
observance of the sabbath, — n?yn*ng ytfn 'push 
aside the sabbath' is the expression used. The 
priests in the discharge of their duties in the 
temple — e.g. in preparing and offering the sacri- 
fices appointed for the day — profaned the sabbath, 
and were ' guiltless ' (Mt 12*).+ And so the Mishna 
permits on the sabbath acts necessary for the 
sacrifice of the passover, though it carefully ex- 
cludes those which are deemed unnecessary 
(Pesahim vi. 1, 2). A Levite performing upon a 
stringed instrument on the sabbath in the temple 
(but not elsewhere), might, if his string broke, tie 
it up again, but he is forbidden to put in a new 
string (Erubin x. 13). A priest who hurts his 
finger may bind it up with reeds in the temple 
(though not elsewhere), but he is not permitted to 
press out the blood (ib. 14). Similarly circum- 
cision was permitted, though not anything con- 
nected with it which could be prepared before 
(J n V L ; Shabb. xix. ). In other cases humanitarian 
grounds superseded the sabbath. The general 

Srinciple was that any ' doubt about life,' i.e. any 
oubt as to whether life was in danger, super- 
seded the sabbath [nyftrmf nrfa mtty p:?"^ YGm& 
viii. 6) : J but, of course, the further question then 
arose, What did endanger life? Ailments sup- 
posed to be dangerous to life are mentioned, and 
treatments permitted or forbidden are enumerated ; 
but, to our minds, the distinctions drawn are 
arbitrary and absurd, and the reasons alleged in 
support of them most trivial and insufficient. 
' He who has the toothache must not rinse his 
teeth with vinegar [and spit it out again ; for this 
would be to apply a medicine] ; but he may wash 
them as usual [and swallow the vinegar, for this 
would be merely like taking food]. He who has 
pains in the loins may not anoint himself with wine 
and vinegar [which would be a medicinal applica- 
tion], but he may anoint himself with oil [acc. to 
the usual custom], though not with oil of roses 
[which, being costly, would certainly not be used, 
except as a medicine].' {Shabb. xiv. 4 ; the ex- 
planations, from the commentators, ap. Surenh.). 
A strain might not have cold water poured upon 
it, but it might be washed in the usual way 
(xxii. 6). With such feelings current on the sub- 
ject, the hostility aroused by the cures wrought 
by our Lord on the sabbath (Mt 12»-»=Mk 3 l3 = 
Lie 6*;'°, Lk 13 w » 14»-«, Jn 5 8 - 1 " 7° 9"-") is at once 
intelligible. It is also apparent why on a sabbath 
the sick were brought to Him to be healed after 
sunset (Mk 1», see v. a ). 

The disciples, in 'plucking' (Mt 12'=Mk 2°= 
Lk 6 1 ) and • rubbing ' (Lk 6") the ears of corn on 
the sabbath, violated the day, according to Kabb. 

• The distance It obtained by an essentially Rabbinical com- 
bination of Ex 16* 211* and Jo*. &*. See Lightfoot on Lk 34", 
who remark* drily on the process, ' sed artem disc* fabricandi 
qnidlibet ex quollbef ; and corop. further the next article. 

t Cf. Pesdhim 66a (and elsewhere) : e^pjpj no? j'jj • there is 
no sabbath-keeping: in the sanctuary.' 

: See in Wiinsche (p. 161 f.X from the Gemira (Ydma 86 ab; 
cf. Meekilta on Ex 81'*, fol. 1036, ed. Frledmann), the biblical 
authority which 'Akiba and other Rabbis of the 2nd cent, 
sought to discover for this principle. The text which was 
deemed most conclusive was Lv 18», where it is said of the 
statutes of the law that if a roan does them, he will ' live by 
them,' and not that he will die by them. 8ee, further, on the 
teaching and exegesis of early Rabbis on the subject of the 
sabbath, Racber, Die A gad a der Tannaiten, i. 72, 84 f., 117, 191, 
238, iOO, 2S6ff., SCS, 404, ii. 94 L, 861, 862, 470, 610. 
VOL. IV.— 21 



ideas, in two respects ; for ' plucking ' was a 
species of 'reaping,' and 'rubbing' of threshing 
(cf. Maimonides, Hilchoth Shabbuth viii. 3, ' He 
who reaps even as little as a dry tig on the sabbath 
is guilty ; and the plucker is a species (rnjrtn) of 
reaper' ; and Jerus. Talm. Shabb. 10a 'A woman 
rubbing the heads of wheat [is guilty], as being a 
thresher,' ap. Edersh. ii. 56 ; also Lightfoot, lb rce 
Heb. on Mt 12"). To lead an animal to water on 
the sabbath (Lk 13 u ) was allowable, provided it 
carried nothing that could be regarded as a 
' burden ' ; water might even be drawn for it, and 
poured into a trough, so that it came and drank of 
its own accord ; it might not, however, be brought 
and set before the beast (Lightf. ad loc.; 'Erfibin, 
fol. 206). But it is not permitted, at least in the 
Talmud, if an animal has fallen into a pit, or pool 
of water, to 'lay hold of it, and lift it out' jMt 
12V » «f« Lk 14*) : it is allowed, however, to supply 
it with food, or, if that be impossible, to bring 
mattresses and cushions for the purpose of helping 
it to come out of itself (Shabb. lot. 1286 ; Maim. 
Shabb. xxv. 26) ; it is possible, however, that in 
the time of Christ this prohibition had not yet 
been formulated. To make clay and apply it to 
the eye (Jn 9** M ) involved a breach, if not a double 
breach, of the sabbath-law : the Mishna {Shabb. 
xxiv. 3) lays it down that 'water may be poured 
on bran, but it must not be kneaded,' and the 
same rule might be naturally held to apply to 
clay : but the application of the clay to the eye 
was certainly not allowable : it was indeed per- 
mitted to apply wine to the outside of the eyelid 
(though not to put it inside the eye), but the 
application of saliva (which is mentioned, as it 
was deemed to possess curative properties) was 
altogether forbidden (Shabb. 1086 ; Maim. Shabb. 
xxi. 25; Lightfoot, ad loc.). Of course, to take 
up a bed (Jn 5'") was prohibited, being an act of 
'carrying.' * 

It is, however, only right to observe that, in 
spite of the rules and restrictions created by the 
Rabbis, the sabbath does not seem to have been 
felt practically to be a day of burden and gloom, 
to those living under them. 'The sabbath is 
celebrated by the very people who did observe it, 
in hundreds of hymns, which would nil volumes, as 
a day of rest and joy, of pleasure and delight, a 
day in which man enjoys some presentiment of the 
pure bliss and happiness which are stored up for 
the righteous in the world to come. To it such 
tender names were applied as the "Queen Sab- 
bath," the " Bride Sabbath," and the " holy, dear, 
beloved Sabbath" ' (Schecliter, JQR iii. 763, or ap. 
Monteiiore, Hibb. Lect. 507 ; cf. the hymns quoted 
by Abrahams, Jewish Life in the Middle A get, 1896, 
pp. 133-137). 

iv. Summary. — It appears, from what has been 
said, that, so far as we can trace the sabbath 
back among the Hebrews, it was a day sacred to 
J", and also a day, presupposing the agricultural 
period, marked by cessation from labour in the 
house and in the field : it had thus essentially 
a philanthropic character, the duty enjoined on it, 
as Wellh. has said, being less that the Israelite 
should rest himself, than that he should give 
others rest. Whatever the sabbath may have 
been in its primitive form, we may feel sure that 
this philanthropic application of it is of Israelite 
origin. As sacred to J", religious observances, 

* Cf. Schiirer, ii. 393-400, 412-414. The tractates Shabbuth 
and' Erubiu are translated, in Sola and Raphael's Eighteen 
Treatise* of the Mishna (1843), pp. 84-90 J and, with copious 
notes, in Surenhusius' Muchna (1090), ii. 1-77, 78-134. There 
is also a pretty full abstract of Shabbuth in Ederxheim, Life 
and Timet, ii. 774 ft.; and a separate ed. in Heb., with useful 
introd. and glossary, by H. L. S track, Lpe. 1890. Sec, further, 
the many Talm. passages tr. by WcUtein (Hot. Tent.) on Mt 
12» e. 10, Lk 14» etc. ; and comp. also W. H. Bennett, The 
Mtshnah as illustrating the Go*p.*l$, 1884. p. 68 ff. 
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at first simple and rudimentary, afterwards such 
as would spring naturally out of a more educated 
and maturer religious feeling, Mere attached to it, 
— special sacrifices, gatherings for worship in the 
temple, private prayer and meditation, and ulti- 
mately services in the synagogues. On its prac- 
tical side, it was essentially an institution ' made 
for man.' Its intention was to give a rest from 
laborious and engrossing occupations, and from the 
cares and anxieties of daily life, and at the same 
time to secure leisure for thoughts of Cod. The 
restrictions attached to it were meant to be inter- 
preted in the spirit, not in the letter. It had not 
essentially an austere or rigorous character ; it was 
never intended that actions demanded by duty, 
necessity, or benevolence should be proscribed on 
it. Its aim was rather to counteract the deaden- 
ing influence, upon both body and soul, of never- 
interrupted daily toil, and of continuous absorption 
in secular pursuits. But as time went on, an 
anxious and ultimately a superstitious dread of pro- 
faning the sabbath asserted itself ; the spiritual 
was subordinated to the formal, restrictions were 
multiplied, till at length those which were really 
important and reasonable were buried beneath a 
crowd of regulations mi the pettiest description. 
The general attitude taken towards the sabbath 
by our Ix>rd was, while accommodating Himself to 
such observances as were consistent with its real 
purpose (e.g. worshipping or teaching in the syna- 
gogue), or otherwise innocent (p. 320" n.), to free it 
From those adventitious accretions with which the 
* tradition of the elders ' had encrusted it. The 
sabbath, He emphatically declares (Mk V), 'was 
made for man, not man for the sabbath.' • In 
particular, deeds of mercy were no infringement of 
its sanctity : it was ' lawful to do good on the 
sabbath day' (Mt 12"). Nor was the sabbath, 
as the Rabbis seemed to make it, an end in itself, 
for the sake of which men should be subjected to 
a number of needless and vexatious rules ; it was 
a means to an end, the good of God's people, and 
this end was best promoted by a reasonable liberty 
in the interpretation of the statutes relating to it ; 
the multiplication of rules tended really not to pre- 
serve its essential character, but to destroy it. 

The injunction Mt 24*>(' Pray ye that your flight be not iu 
the winter, neither on & sabbath ' ; the clause is not in the 
|| Mk IS 18 ) rests probably upon the supposition either that the 
Christians addressed, being; still resident in Judiea, would not, 
at the time contemplated, have yet cast off their Jewish 
scruples, or (Hessey, p. 174 f.) that impediments would be 
thrown in the way of their flight by the Jews around them 
Jn 617 ' My Father worketh even until now (viz. without 
interruption), and I work,' bears upon the relation which — not 
an ordinary man, but— Christ Himself holds towards the sab- 
bath : He does not by works of mercy break the sabbath any 
more than Ood the Father does by His sustaining providence, 
which operates continuously on the sabbath not less than on 
other duvs (cf. BrtthUh It. f 11 ; tr. Wiinsche, 48 ; Bacher, 
i. 84 f., 298 f.). 

The addition in the Cod. Bene after Lk 6* deserves also to be 
mentioned here : jr-jf iuifm tiutri/Mtit tj>« tfym'tuttet r*i 

r«££ar» flint " Atiftwi, li u.',i liimt ri thus, UMMmfiH (T- il 

il y.r. <u%mt, tTimmnfmnt utti wu0t0*.m< i' rti tifiw. 

As regards the apostles, the sabbath is men- 
tioned by St. Paul, directly in Col 2 ,8f - « Let no 
man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or 
in respect of a feast day or a new moon, or a 
sabbath day, which are a shadow of the things to 
come (i.e. of the Christian dispensation) ; but the 
body is Christ's'; and inferentially in Gal 4*"", 
■w here the observance of ' days and months and 
times and years' is described as a return to the 
'weak and "beggarly elements,' and Ro 14 6 '-, where 
it is implied that it is a matter of indifference 
whether one day is esteemed above another, or 
* In the discussion in Ydma 856 a somewhat similar principle 
(' Ihe sabbath is delivered into your hands, not you into the 
hands of the sabbath ') is deduced, by an essentially Rabbinical 
method, from the words of Ex 31" (' it is holy for you '). The 
argument is attributed in Meehiita on Ex 31 to R. Shimeon b. 
Mena*sya(c. 190 A.D.); cf. Bacher, op. ext. ii. 493. 



whether every day is esteemed alike : ' let every 
man be persuaded in his own mind.' The mean- 
ing of these passages clearly is that the Jewish 
sabbath, like other Jewish ceremonial observances, 
as the distinction of clean and unclean foods, or 
Jewish sacred seasons, as new moons, feast-days, 
and sabbatical or jubile ' years,' was a matter of 
indifference to the Christian, and was abrogated 
under the Christian dispensation. The general 
teaching of the NT is thus, in Dr. Hessey's words, 
that ' the sabbath properly so called, the sabbath 
of the Jews, with everything connected with it as 
a positive ordinance, was swept away by Chris- 
tianity' (Lect. v., ad init.). 

The Fathers frequently compare the (Jewish) sabbath with 
Circumcision, treating it, like that, as a temporary ordinance, 
and pointing out that Abraham, for instance, was Justified 
without observing it: e.g. Justin, Tryph. ft 19, p. 236 E, 27, 
p. 245 B ; Iren. iv. xvi. 2 ; Tertull. adv. Jud. c. 2 (Hessey, 
pp. 66ff., 371 ff. [ed. 6, pp. 42 IT., 281 IT.)). 

In He 4» "There remaineth therefore a sabbath rest (r«jS- 
/S»T<r*Ut) unto the people of Ood,' sabbath re$t is used figura- 
tively of the rest in God after death. The apostle has been 
arguing that it was Ood's purpose that some should enter into 
His 'rest' (mt«««u*k,— ."irnjip, properly place of re*f),— the 
' rest ' signified by the expression being in the original context 
(Ps 95" ; cf. Dt 120- 10) the rest of Canaan, and this being identi- 
fied by the apostle — no doubt on account of the presence and 
fellowship of God implied in it— with the rest of God,— i.e. the 
' rest' into which God entered after finishing His work of crea- 
tion, and which He designs to be shared ultimately by all His 
faithful people ; as Israel, through disobedience, failed to enter 
into that ' rest,' the promise still remains open for Christians. 
See more fully A. B. Davidson's Comm. (T. & T. Clark), pp. 
90-101. The Rabbis also sometimes regarded the sabbath aa 
foreshadowing the rest of the world to come : thus in the 
Mlshna (redacted c. 200 a.d.), Tamid vii. 4 (=Sopherim xviii. 
2), in the enumeration of the psalms which were sung by the 
Levites in the Temple, when the morning burnt-offering was 
offered (Delitxsch, Ptalm.* 26 f.), it is said : 'On the sabbath, 
they recited the psalm (92) of which the title is " A Psalm, a 
song for the sabbath-day," i.e. a Psalm for the future (vpjfj 
itfaj), for the day (pot. lee. for the age), which is all sabbath, 
and rest for life eternal («n^ npxp Ti'V iV|$> (fffltfj 'n ')) 
DTpVij?).' The same saying is quoted also often elsewhere, e.g. 
Meehiita on Ex 31", lioth ha-thana 31a (where, with the entire 
passage, it is attributed to R. ' Akiba Id. 135 A.D.] ; cf. Bacher, i. 
330); see e.\so Aboth de R. Nathan, fol. 8a bottom, ed. Schechter 
(with the note).* But the passages cited by 8ch6ttgcn on He 4» 
from Zohar, Yalkut Rubent, and R. Samuel ben David, are very 
late,— the book Zohar being of the 13th cent., and the other two 
of the 17th cent. 

The question of the relation of the 'Lord's Day* 
(Rev l 1 "), or Christian Sunday, to the Jewish sab- 
bath, does not properly belong to the present 
article, and need therefore be only referred to 
briefly. The true view appears to be that the 
Sunday is not substituted for the Jewish sabbath ; 
the sabbath is abolished ; and the observance of 
tlie First Day of the week is an analogous institu- 
tion, based on the consecration of that day by our 
Lord's Resurrection, sanctioned by apostolic usage 
(Ac 20 7 , 1 Co 16-), and accepted by the early 
Church,— the day being set apart for similar 
objects— rest from labour, and the service of God, 
— in a manner consonant with the higher and more 
spiritual teaching of Christ, and to be observed in 
the spirit of loyal Christian freedom, rather than 
by obedience to a system of precise statutes. Dr. 
Hessey has made it abundantly clear that during 
the first three Christian centuries the Lord's Day 
was never confounded with the sabbath, but care- 
fully distinguished from it ; and that it was only 
after the 3rd cent., and even then only gradually, 
that the Christian and the Jewish institutions were 
confused, and that tendencies towards ' Sabbatari- 
anism ' began. See, further, Lord's Day. 

By early Christian writers, it may be worth noticing, the 
terms r» &?«»•» and r«£3«r.?ii> are not infrequently used in a 
fig. or spiritual sense of ahtlinenet from evil ; e.g. Justin. 
Tryph. f 12, "The new law (of Christ) wills that you should 
keep sabbath perpetually ' ; let a thief, etc., turn from sin. 

Mi rir«^/3<«T.*i r« rpvfifk (cf. Is 58' 3 ) **'• «A»ift.i rmifi»r» 



•On the opinion that this 'day' would be 1000 years, see 
Charles, Book of the Secret* of Enoch, on SS» » ; Sank. 97a. 
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m« 9uZ. Similarly Clem. Al. Strom, iii. 15, 9 09, p. 660 Potter, 
where 'that keepeth the sabbath' of la 56* U explained to 
signify un<t<n> i^«^T n ii*T^r, and iv. 3, I 8, p. 660 (5 um 
itxii ri rm ft/lanr ii' irtrqt iyxfinmt imt't ri yf W i), Tertul- 

lian, adv. Jud. c 4, and other*: see Heasev, pp. 57 ff., 03, 06 
(ed. 6, pp. 43 ft*., 70, 72); Suicer, The*. EeeUi. 016, 018 f.; and 
cf. also Ep. Barnab. xv. 1, 6, 7. And this, no doubt, is the 
meaning of the expression in the second of the ' Sayings of 
Jesus,' discovered in 1807 at Oxyrh.vneus, xiyij '\*.wvt, 'Es> juq 

mrrtunrrt rit uirp** [read t»C xcrfuv], li /MiiCpr.ri rr.t £«r.Al<«r T*v 
luS- xmi iar rmfifimrirtiri r» r*0$ttr»t tlm «4-irfli Tt» rctripm : 

the Christian's whole life is to be hallowed, as a sabbath, in the 
service of God. But it is difficult to think that Christ Himself 
can have used the expression in this metaphorical sense. See, 
further, Expo*. Time*, ix. 60 ; Harnack, I'ber die jurujnt 
entdeekten Spruehe Jetu, 1807, pp. 0-12 (tr. in Expo*. Nov. 1807, 

5 p. 323-7] ; Lock and Sunday, Two Lecture* on the 'Saying* of 
ttu*,' Oxf. 1897, pp. 7, 0, 10 f., 36 f. 

LrratATURE. — Besides the references already given, Wellh. 
Bi*t. 112, 116 ; Monteflore, Hibb. Led. (Index) ; Smend, AUtctt. 
Rel.-grtek. 130 f., 270, 330-332; Nowack, Arch, ii. 140-144 ; 
Speaker'* Comm. on Ex. p. 830 ff. ; Buxtorf , Synag. Jud. c. 10-11 ; 
Kalisch, Comm. on Ex. 365-363 (with information on Jewish 
usages) ; Wunsche, Erlautervng der Evang. aut Talm. u. Midr. 
(on MU2* i»etc.) ; Schurer(Index) ; Edersheim, Lifeand Time*, 
ii. 52-62, 182. 774 ff.; Maimonides (d. 1204), Hilehoth Shab- 
bath (' rules for the sabbath '), in his Yad hdzakah (ed. 1660, i. 
fol. 77 ff., ed. 1702, i. fol. 1396 ff.); ft 242-410 of part iii. (called 
'Orah hayyim) of R. Joseph Karo's (d. 1576) Shulhan ' Irukh (a 
manual of Jewish usages ; often reprinted, e.g. Danxig, 1845 ; in 
Lowe's abridged tr. iii. [Hamburg, 1830] p. 40 ff.); Abrahams, 
J r with Life in Mid. Age* (Index); J. A. Hessey, Sunday, 
it* orinln, hittory, and pretent obligation (Bampton Lect. for 
I860; latest ed. 1889). S. R. DRIVER. 

SABBATH DAY'S JOURNEY (Talmudic o<n?* 
n?*Tr).— An expression found but once in the Bible, 
Ac l u {ffapp&rov ... 686*), where the Mount of 
Olives is said to be a Sabbath day's journey from 
Jerusalem. The expression immediately suggests 
some well-known regulation fixing the distance 
which might be travelled on the Sabbath, and, by 
implication, defines this distance as between five 
and six furlongs ; for, according to Joseph us in his 
Ant. (XX. viii. 6), the Mount of Olives is five fur- 
longs from Jerusalem, while in his BJ (V. ii. 3) 
it is stated to be six, the variation being perhaps 
due either to the fact that the distance lay Itetween 
the two, or to the fact that the older Hebrew ell 
was rather shorter than the later one. What the 
text suggests is quite in harmony with extant 
Rabbinical regulations, which, therefore, in this 
case exhibit not merely (as they so often and so 
misleadingly do) what ought to be, but what actu- 
ally was. Thus, in the Jerusalem Targum, the 
command in Ex 16*" appears in the form, ' And let 
no man go walking from his place beyond 2000 
ells on the seventh day'; and in the Targum on 
Ru l u Naomi says to Ruth, * We are commanded 
to keep Sabbatha and festivals, and not to walk 
beyond 2000 ells ' ; and this regulation is supple- 
mented with many ritualistic details in the Minima 
tractate 'Erubin. Occasional variations t from this 
generally accepted measurement X — as, for ex- 
ample, the greater Sabbath day's journey of 2800 
ells, the medium one of 2000, and the smaller one 
of 1800 —are merely the freaks of individual Rabbis. 

The evolution of the regulation can be traced 
with some approximation to certainty. The Rabbis 
seem first to have generalized the prohibition 
directed in Ex 16 29 against a man's ' going out of 
his place' on the Sabbath to gather the manna, 

• See Levy, NUWB, i.v. own (vol. iv. p. 6S7 b ). 

f Nowack {Lehrb. d. Heb. Arehaol. i. 202) gives as his opinion 
that the Sabbath Journey probably corresponded to the Egyptian 
measure of 1000 double steps, and quotes from Zuckermann the 
tradition in the Talmud that it was 2000 ntept, explaining the 
2000 ell* elsewhere by Zuckermann's statement that in the Tal- 
mud ell and itep are quite commonly made the same ; and the 
Sabbath journey (Nowack adds) is sometimes called mil (S*p) 
— that is, fu'ij*. Jerome has another measurement. In his 
Epist. ad Alganiam quant, x. we find : 'They are accustomed 
to answer and say, ''Barachibas and Simeon and Hillel. our 
masters, have handed down to us that we should walk 2000 feet 
(pede*) on the Sabbath."' 

1 Origen (de Prineipii*, iv. 17) says that the Jews held 2000 
ells (lirx'lj—f f'X"*) to be each man's ' place ' («*•») (on the 



and then to have deduced the 2000 ells from the 
distance ordained (Jos 3 4 ) to be between the people 
on the march and the ark in front of them ; or, as 
some suppose, from the distance between the 
tabernacle in the wilderness and the outermost part 
of the camp ; but, probably, the caws of the taber- 
nacle was only nn imaginary Rabbinical inference 
from that of the ark. 'By the 'analogy' in the 
use of nidkom, ' place,' in Ex 16* and in Ex 21 u — 
where the ' place is a Levitical city of refuge with 
borders extending (it was affirmed) 2000 ells from 
the walls (Nu 35*)— the man's 'place' of Ex 16* 
became, in due course, the city in which he dwelt, 
together with its borders measuring 2000 ells 
straight out from the sides of the rectangle hypo- 
thetical ly constituting the city. (This measure- 
ment seems, from Nu 35\ with its 1000 ells, to have 
been an exegetical mistake : the 2000 ells appar- 
ently refer to each side of the larger rectangle cir- 
cumscribing the borders). According to Ginsbnrg 
(Kitto's Cyclop., art. 'Sabbath Day's Journey '), it 
was argued that ' if one who committed murder 
accidentally was allowed to undertake this journey 
of 2000 yards (ells?) on a Sabbath without violating 
the sanctity of the day, innocent people might do 
the same.' Compare also J. Lightfoot on Lk 24*°, 
and his quaint remark on the ' pleasant art [the 
Rabbis] have of working anything out of anything.' 

This Rabbinical regulation, being obviously and 
often inconvenient, was not allowed seriously 
to hamper 'the movements of the Jews. They 
secured, legally, a wider freedom by a simple 
device, which was called the ' connexion of boun- 
daries' or the 'amalgamation of distances.' If a 
man desired to travel more than 2000 ells on a 
particular Sabbath day he could adapt the law to 
his project by carrying, before that Sabbath began, 
to some point within the Sabbutical limit, rood 
enough for two meals; he could then and there 
eat the one moiety and bury the other, and could 
thus establish a domicile (to use a modern expres- 
sion, a 'place within the meaning of the Act'), 
from which he could date his journey on the 
coming Sabbath. Even this precaution was not 
de rigneur. He could, if he preferred, eye a tree 
or a wall at a distance of 2000 ells from the place 
of his actual abode and declare it his legal aoode 
for the Sabbath — that is, his legal starting-point 
for his projected Sabbath journey, provided he 
used words sufficiently definite as to the tree or 
wall, and, as Schiirer phrases it, 'did the thing 
thoroughly' (HJPll. ii. 122, quoting' Erubin, iv. 7). 

J. MASSIE. 

SABBATICAL TEAR (including Jubile Year and 
Land Laws). — In this article several distinct topics 
are treated together, which are too closely related 
to one another to be dealt with separately without 
a good deal of overlapping. A clear summary 
statement of the position of the Sabbatical ana 
Jubile years in the cycle of Hebrew sacred seasons 
will be found under the art. Feasts and Fasts. 

The 7 years' period recurs at every stage of the 
legislation, but not always with identical provi- 
sions, or even with application to the same subject. 
The 50 j'ears' term is first found in the Priestly 
Code, but it is applied to cases previously connected 
with the 7 years period. Consequently it will be 

* There is no necessary discrepancy between Lk 24*0 and Ac 
1 12 . In the former passage it is said that our Lord took out the 
disciples \k rf4< Bti»«n«r, 'until they came within view of 
Bethany ' (Blass, NT Grammar, 130 n. 4), which (Jn 1118) was 
15 furlongs from Jerusalem. In the latter passage it is said that 
the disciples ' returned from the Mount called Olivet, which is 
nigh unto Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's Journey off '—that is, from 
5 to 6 furlongs. The Mount of Olives was a ridge about a 
mile long, and it is this and not Bethany whose distance is thus 
measured after Luke's manner (cf. 24'^), for the purpose of in- 
forming readers unacquainted with the locality. Bethany was 
on the south-east slope of the ridge, about a mile beyond the 
summit. It is unlikely that Luke intended to represent the 
Ascension as taking place either within or close to the village. 
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clearest to gather the whole material from the 
successive sources in such a form as to make com- 
parison easy. Accordingly, the same letter is used 
to mark corresponding matter in the following 
paragraphs. 

I. Comparative Summary of Laws.— (i.) The 
earliest Legislation — E. — a. The 7 years' period is 
found in the Covenant Book Ex 23 10L , and among 
the Judgments Ex 21 M (cf. vol. i. p. 810). 

b. In the former it is laid down as an obligation 
that every Hebrew owner of land should 'let it 
rest and lie fallow ' in the 7th year. Hupfeld and 
Wellhausen apply this to the increase only, as 
though it was lawful to sow, but not to reap ; but 
it is better, with Dillmann, Nowack, etc., to take 
it, as in our versions, as prescribing an entire 
cessation of all field work ; for the two verbs in 
v." ' let drop (or ' release ') and leave alone ' (nfflptfe 
pipf?f ), seem obviously in contrast to both verbs in 
v.*° 'sow ' and ' gather.' The oliveyards and vine- 
yards are to come under the same rule as the corn 
land, i.e. no work is to be done in them in the 7th 
year. The aim expressed is 1 that the poor of thy 
people may eat.' And so stringent is the rule that, 
if all is not consumed by the poor, the remainder 
must not be garnered, but must be left for ' the 
beast of the field ' to eat. It is not explicitly stated 
that the owner and his family were not to eat of 
the spontaneous growth of the fallow year, but the 
passage, taken by itself, rather suggests that they 
might not. 

e. In Ex 21 2 " 8 a 6 years' term is fixed as the 
normal period during which a Hebrew could be 
compelled to serve as a slave. In the 7th year 
he could demand his freedom (see, further, art. 
Servant, and the Ox/. Hex. i. 66). 

d. Neither in connexion with the fallow for the 
land nor with the emancipation of the slave is 
there any clear indication that the 7 years' period 
was fixed, beginning and ending simultaneously 
all over the country. In the second case, of the 
slave, this hypothesis is practically ruled out as 
impracticable, and in the case of the fallow the 
natural interpretation of the language is that each 
owner would reckon the term independently of 
others, and indeed that different portions of his 
holding would lie fallow in different years, so that, 
e.g., if his corn land did not require his labour, he 
would still have his vines and olives to attend to, 
and vice versd. The analogy of the weekly sabbath 
is too precarious to be allowed much weight. 

e. The earliest legislation has no laws as to the 
inheritance, sale, or redemption of land. 

(ii.) The Deuteronomic Cod*— D.— a. The 7 years' 
period occurs twice in Dt 15, in vv. 1 ** and vv. 13 * w , 
and a third time in 31 I01S . 

b. No mention is made of any custom of a 
periodical fallow, but an ordinance appears 15 1 *' 
for the first time (reflecting the life of times when 
the purely ^ agricultural stage has been passed), 
which provides for the remission, or, as some hold, 
the suspension of debts due to a creditor from * his 
neighbour and his brother,' though debts may be 
exacted ' of a foreigner.' The motive of the law is 
compassion for the poor and unfortunate among 
the Israelites. And the provision in 31 10-1S that ' at 
the end of 7 years, in the set time of the year of re- 
lease' (•t?9?>, from B(?= ' let drop '[RVm 'release '], Ex 
23"), in the 'Feast of Booths, *a public reading of the 
Deut. Law-book should take place, indicates that the 
sanction for the ordinance is to be found in the great 
principles of love to God and man reiterated in it. 

o. A Hebrew slave (15 13 ' 18 ) may go free after 
serving for 6 years. 

d. The period, in the last case, obviously begins 
with the entrance of the slave upon servitude ; but 
in the former, it is clear, from the allusion to the 
'proclaiming' of ' J"'s release,' that the close of 



each period is to be simultaneous over all the 
country, and to be publicly announced. 

e> Except for the warnings against disturbing a 
neighbour s 'landmark' (19 u 27'*), no Deutoronomic 
law bears on the ownership of land. 

(iii.) The Priestly Code — P. — a. Not only is the 
7 years' period found in this, the latest stratum of 
Hebrew legislation, but a 50 years' terra is added 
to crown the calendar (Lv 25). 

b. Every 7th year, and in addition every 50th 
year, is to be kept with strictness as a fallow year, 
the crops being neither sown at the beginning nor 
reaped at the close, the vines not pruned and the 
grapes not gathered. The idea must be that no 
storing, or systematic harvesting operations, was 
to go on, but not that the crops that might grow 
of themselves were to be left untouched, for it is 
added, ' the sabbath of the land shall be for food 
for you ; for thee, and for thy servant and for 
thy maid, and for thy hired servant and for thy 
stranger that sojourn with thee ; and for thy 
cattle, and for the beasts that are in thy land, 
shall all the increase thereof be for food/ So it 
was lawful to go into the fields and oliveyards 
and vineyards, and gather food as it might be 
wanted from the spontaneous yield of the land. 

This view is maintained by Dillmann, Nowack, and the Jewish 
interpreters. Still it is strange that in vv.*>-22, where the prob- 
lem of food supply is dealt with, no allusion is made to the right 
conferred in v.«- (of. v.M). It might be conjectured that v.« was 
added to v.8 to modify a stringency regarded as impracticable. 

All mention of the poor has dropped out, and 
the ordinance is expressly based on the religious 
principle that the land, as well as the people, 
should keep Sabbath unto J". Neither is the 
arrangement of Deuteronomy recalled for the re- 
mission of debts, though the prohibition of usury 
is repeated from Dt 23". 

o. A provision for emancipation of slaves occurs 
vv s»-m > \y U ^ m connexion with the jubile, in which 
year every Hebrew slave is to go free with his 
family. This can scarcely be in addition to, but 
rather in substitution for, the earlier provisions; 
for (1) if the law of emancipation at the 7th year 
was in force, it would be unnecessary to order it in 
the 50th ; and (2) the later law in another point 
abrogates the earlier, as it prohibits lifelong 
bondage, and leaves no room for such a riveting 
of the ties of slavery as was involved in the archaic 
ceremony of the boring of the ear. Moreover, we 
find again the express mention of a religious prin- 
ciple as the motive for the law, viz. that all Israel- 
ites are J"'s servants, and therefore cannot be 
permanently owned by another. V. 48 ** a new- 
provision is also added, that a Hebrew enslaved to 
a ' stranger ' (if) may be redeemed by a relative, 
the price varying with the distance of the jubile. 
Curiously, no such provision exists in the case of a 
Hebrew enslaved to a Hebrew. 

d. The 7th year in Leviticus becomes for the 
first time a true sabbatical year, a season to be 
simultaneously observed as a fallow year in which 
no field work was to be done under a directly re- 
ligious sanction. Moreover, the difficulties of such 
observance being apparent, doubters are encouraged 
(vv. 80 -* 3 ) by an assurance of Providential aid in the 
shape of an unusually abundant yield in the 6th 
year. The produce is to be enough for 3 years, 
' until the 9tti year, until her fruits come in.' Tho 
reason is that, after the fallow of the 7th year, 
the ground is so hard that a second or third 
ploughing is necessary in the 8th year before sow- 
ing can take place, and consequently only the 
summer-sown crops of the 8th year come to any- 
thing, and they are not available for use till the 
beginning of the 9th year, the reckoning of the 
years being, of course, in this context from autumn 
to autumn. 
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It it not therefore necemwy to reject ' until the 9th year,' 
as Dilltn. proposes, on the ground that the '8 yean' would 
naturally be the Oth, 7th, and 8th years, and that the allusion 
to the 9th year has been introduced because an editor referred 
the passage to the exceptional case of the 49th and 60th yearn 
when two fallow years followed one another, the 7th sabbatical 
year and the Jubile year. Yet it is natural to conclude from 
the language of Lv 26, as Kalisch does, that the intention of 
the ordinance was that, after 7 sabbatical periods had passed, 
the 60th or Jubile year should be intercalated as an additional 
fallow year, immediately after the 7th sabbatical year, and that 
a new sabbatical period should begin with the 61st year. 
This was also the view of the Jewish interpreters. But see, 
further, below II. (iv.). 

e. The purchase and redemption of land is not 
alluded to in the earlier codes (but cf. Ezk 46 17b for 
allusion to some such custom), but is here treated 
with some fulness (vv.»- 10 - **"**). The provisions 
may be enumerated as follows : — ( 1 ) The freehold of 
agricultural land could not be sold outright, for at 
the 50th or jubile year every piece sold returned 
to the owner or his representatives. The utmost 
that an owner desirous of selling could do was to 
grant a lease of the property, the term of the lease 
to expire at the next jubile, however near that 
might be. The purchaser only obtained the usu- 
fruct for the time being, and the price was to be 
regulated by the number of the crops due before 
the jubile. (2) In every case of a man being 
forced to sell part of his patrimony, it was the 
duty of his kinsman (v. 5 *) either, according to the 
ordinary interpretation, to redeem the land, i.e. 
from the purchaser (who is not named), or, accoid- 
ing to the attractive theory put forth by Buhl 
(AJTh i. 738), to exercise a rijjht of pre-emption. • 
(3) If there was no kinsman to effect the gffullah, 
still, if the original owner at any time became rich 
enough, lie could buy it back at the selling price, 
less the proiKirtion belonging to the years since 
the sale (v.**). (4) House property in a walled 
city might be sold outright without returning to 
the vendor at the jubile (v.*"-) ; but he was given 
the right of redemption during the one year after 
the sale (Maimomdes and others mention a tradi- 
tion that the term ' walled cities ' is restricted to 
those that were such in Joshua's time). (5) House 
property in a village was subject to the provisions, 
Bee { 1 >— ( 3 ) above, attaching to agricultural land. 
(6) The Levitical possessions were subject to special 
provisions ; (a) house property in their cities was 
to be saleable, as far as the leasehold value went, 
redeemable at any time, and restored at the jubile ; 
and (b) the farm land round their cities was to be 
altogether unsaleable and inalienable. (7) The 
case of a field devoted to J" is treated in Lv 27 1 "- M . 
The held was to be valued at once, and might be 
redeemed at that price, with a fifth added, up to 
the jubile, after which it passed to the priest. If 
the field had been already sold, then no redemption 
was possible, and the gift became effective and 
final at the jubile. If the field was not part of the 
donor's own patrimony, but a purchased ( = leased ) 
portion of another man's possession, then the gift 
could only involve the usufruct till the jubile, 
when the property returned to the original 
owner. 

Summary.— Three stages may thus be distin- 
guished. ( 1 ) Tn Exodus a 7th year fallow for the land 
and a 7 years' term for Hebrew slaves is required, 
without any simultaneous reckoning of either period 
throughout the country. (2) In Deuteronomy a 
simultaneous remission of debts replaces the fallow 
year, the term of service for slaves remaining the 
same. (3) In Leviticus a simultaneous 7th year 
fallow is ordered ; remission of debts is dropped in 
favour of a general prohibition of usury ; emanci- 
pation at the 50th year is all that remains of the 
t years' term of service ; and a whole series of pro- 
visions is added on land and house property. 

The Analytit qf Lv 26.— That this chapter contains earlier 
and later elements is generally admitted. Dillmann, Kuenen, 
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and Nowack consider that there are no sure grounds on 
which to discriminate these. Driver and White (' Leviticus ' ill 
SBOT) treat the Jubile for the land as original in the Holiness 
legislation (P b ), but ascribe to a later hand the extension to 
persons. Wellhausen thinks that the first draft placed tho 
freeing of slaves and redemption of land in the 7th year, and, 
if Dillmann criticizes this reconstruction as involving an un- 
workable arrangement, Holzinger points out, on the other 
hand, that the priestly scribes were not always very practical. 
Another solution is offered in the Oxford Hexatetuh, ii. 177, 
on Lv 25. It is there suggested that the regulations on the 
sabbath year, vv.sb-7- i»-M, belong to the first draft of ; that 
the block of material on the Jubile, vv.*-", which now inter- 
rupts the former, is itself composite, as is shown (1) by the 
number of doublets, and (2) by the recurrence of phrases which 
recall P b ; that a second draft of P h underlies this passage and 
also the remainder of the ctiapter ; that in this second draft the 
emancipation of slaves and redemption of land, and possibly a 
50 years' term, were included ; and that the rest, embracing all 
the clauses in which the term 'Jubile' occurs, is by a later 
priestly editor. Addis and Baentsch take a similar view. The 
blowing of the trumpets on the 10th day of the 7th month is 
thought by many to be a provision earlier than the appoint- 
ment of the same day as the solemn day of atonement, so that 
v.Bb W iu be later than v>. 

II. Historical Character.— (i.) The Seventh 
Year Fallow.— The custom of a periodical fallow 
is so common a feature in agricultural practice 
that we should almost require evidence to prove 
that there was nothing of the kind amongst the 
Hebrews from the beginning of their settled life ; 
and the 7 years' period, which is still observed 
in Palestine and Syria, has every argument 
from analogy in favour of it. Moreover, the 
fact that the Covenant Book in Ex 23 is 
throughout directed to defining and regulating ex- 
isting customs, and bears no mark of introducing 
any novelty (cf. the prob. allusion in Jer 17* [Heb. ] ; 
see Driver, Dcut. 174), weighs in the same scale. 
The silence of the earlier historical books must be 
regarded as entirely natural if the fallow was 
not simultaneously observed. It would not be a 
feature that would call for mention. It is other- 
wise with so serious an interruption of the common 
life as would be occasioned by the observance of 
the same year as a universal fallow year, so that 
all workers on the land would be keeping holiday 
for 12 months. Moreover, the tradition at the 
Exile explicitly denies the observance of the 
sabbath years in the pre-exilic times (2 Ch 36 u , 
cf. Lv 2ff Mf - **). In fact, the first historical refer- 
ence to the sabbatical year as an institution 
within the range of practical politics is in Neh 
10 31 , where it occurs among the items included in 
the covenant that was entered into at the prompt- 
ing of Nehemiah. Even there the allusion is not 

?uite certain. The language ' leave (cfy ; = ' let lie 
allow,' Ex 23 n ) the seventh year, and the exaction 
of every debt,' recalls the law of the fallow in 
Exodus ; but the clause is elliptical and far from 
explicit, and the following words, which recall Dt 
15 J , make it doubtful whether the remission of 
debts in the 7th year is not the institution in view. 
It is not, in fact, till we reach the Greek period 
that we come upon nndisputed references to the 
observance of the sabbatical year (Jos. Ant. XI. 
viii. 28) : for Maccaluean times, see 1 Mac G* 9 - M ; 
Jos. Ant. XIII. viii. 1, XIV. x. 6, XV. i. 2; BJ I. 
ii. 4; and for the Herodian era, Jos. Ant. XIV. 
xvi. 2, XV. i. 2 ; Philo in Eus. Pratp. ad Ev. viii. 
7 ; and Tac. Hist. v. 4. 

(ii.) The Emancipation of Slaves at the Seventh 
Year.— This is once referred to in Jer 34 8 *-,* where 
the custom is shown to be more honoured in the 
breach than in the observance, and 4o be most 
difficult to enforce. The postponement of libera- 
tion to the 50th year may be another witness to 
the same fact, 
(iii.) The Remission or Suspension of Debts. — 
• Note here the tcchn. phrase nn mp (' proclaim liberty 'X 
w.«. 19. 17 ; also Is Gil of captives (cf. Exk 4«n» the ' year of HTV 
either of the Jubile, or of the year of emancipation of slaves), 
and Lv 26"> of the Jubile. [8. R. D.J. 
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Unless Neh 10* 1 refer to this, history is silent as 
to the observance of any such custom. 

(iv.) The Redemption of Real Property.— That 
there was some provision in law or custom against 
alienating land is clear from the instance of 
Naboth, and the institution of the ge'ullah, Jer 
32 *-, Ru 4. An obscure allusion in Ezk l m - may 
be taken in the same sense ; and it is, of course, 
possible that the 1 year of liberty ' in Ezk 46 17 
refers to the 50th year as an institution already 
known. Neither is there anything impracticable 
in the provisions themselves. See for parallels 
among other nations, Maine, Village Communities, 
81-88; Early Hist, of Institutions, 81 f., 100 ff.; 
von Maurer, Dorfverfassung, i. 304 ff. This kind 
of tenure is known as the 1 s'.iifting severalty.' 
Strabo speaks of the Dalmatians redistributing 
land every 8 years, a practice which would support 
Wellhausen's theory that the term was originally 
7 years and not 50. The denunciations of land- 
grabbing in Isaiah and Micah show that no such 
law was operative even if in existence. Moreover, 
no single undisputed historical allusion to the 
jubile exists, and the dating of the 3 sabbatical 
years that can be securely traced in B.C. 164-163, 
38-37, and A.D. 68-69 leaves no room for the inter- 
calation of the jubile year. For this reason, and 
because of the difficulty of the two fallow years in 
succession, the text has been strained to permit 
the identification of the 7th sabbatical year with 
the jubile year. The evidence from the literature 
is therefore rather against the jubile year having 
ever been historically observed. Neither is the 
anthropological evidence such as to rebut this 
presumption. 

The term jubile. — Nowack jrKes * summary of Interpreta- 
tions, and refers to two essays by Kranold and Wolde (Gott. 
1887) for a fuller account ; but the Ox/. Heb. Lex. mentions only 
that which he selects as the ltest, and which is supported by 
the Targum on Ex 19'» and Jos 6», and by Phoenician inscrip- 
tions, viz. 'yjv = ' rani.' It is used both in combination, as Jos 
6*"-, and alone, as Ex lt> 1 - 1 , for a ' ram's horn,' and lastly stands 
as a designation of the 60th year, ushered in by trumpet blasts. 

Literature.— Treatises on Heb. Archaeology by Keil (Eng. 
tr. ii. 10-20), Nowaok, and Benzingcr ; Kwold. ATtfii/ttitiet, 
360-880; Schurer, H.IP I. 1. 40 ff.; Dillm., Driver - White, 
Kalisch. Addis. Baentsch, and Ox/. Hex. on Lv 25 ; Mishno, lioth 
ha-thana i. 1, ShebiUh vi. 1, 2, 6, 6. 

G. Harford-Battersby. 
SABBEUS(2a/?/3aJat), 1 Es9 Sj =Shemaiah, Ezr 10". 

8ABI (B T«/3«h, A Za/M, AV Sami), 1 Es 5* = 
Shobai, Ezr 2« Neh 7". 

S1BIAB (2a/3/a»).— A chief of the Levites in the 
time of Josiah, 1 Es 1", called in 2 Ch 35 9 Hasha- 
biah. 

BABIE (B 2a/9«,}, A AV Snbi).— 'The 

children of Pochereth-hazzebaim ' (AV of Zebnim), 
Ezr 2 s7 , Neh 7*, appear as * the sons of Phacereth 
the sons of Sabie ' in 1 Es 5 M . 

8ABTA (w?3p) or SABTAH (maap).-Son of Cush, 
Gn 10 7 (A ZapaBi), 1 Ch l 8 (B 2a/3ard, A SaSa&i, 
Luc. Ze/9a0d). Glaser (Skizze, ii. 252) professes 
himself satisfied with the identification of this 
place with Dhu '1-Sabta, mentioned by the geo- 
grapher Al-Bekri (i. 65), who quotes a line of an 
early poet, in which this is mentioned by the side 
of Al-Abatir, in the dwellings of the Banu Asad, 
probably in Ycmamah. This identitication is, 
however, of very small value ; for the word Sabtau 
means either 'a rock' or 'a desert,' and Dhu '1- 
Sabta therefore ' the place with the rock,' or ' the 
place with the desert,' whence it is not even certain 
that the poet quoted really meant it for a proper 
name. Moreover, there is no sign of such a place 
ever having been of importance. Hence the con- 
jecture that it was to be identified with Sabat or 



Sabbata in the Gulf of Adulis (Ptol. IV. vii. 8) is 
much more probable. Other conjectures made by 
ancient and modern scholars are given in Gea, 
The*., the Ox/. Heb. Lex., and the Commentaries. 

D. S. Margoliouth. 
8ABTECA (unc, Sam. nanao). — Son of Cush, 
Gn 10 7 (A 2apaica9d, Luc. 2afl«a0d), 1 Ch 1" (B 
Luc. ZfpeKadd, A 2e/3e0avd). — The identification of 
this place with Samydake in Carmania (Steph. 
Byz., ed. Westermann, p. 246), originally suggested 
by Bochart, has been renewed by Glaser (Skizze, 
ii. 252). There is, however, nothing in favour of 
this supposition, except the possibility that the 
genealogist may have been misled by the similarity 
of the name to Sabtah. Early critics guessed 
various places in Africa, while some have even 
supposed a person rather than a place to be meant. 
The termination -tea has an appearance of being 
Indo - Germanic, as also has the penultimate syl- 
lable. In that case the name probably meant 
'sevenfold' (saptaka), Heptapjlis. Some other 
conjectures are quoted by Gesenius, Thes., and 
Dillm. Gen. ad loc. D. S. Margoliouth. 

8ACAB (tafr 'hire,' 'reward' [cf. the name 
isvtr Issachar]).— 1. The father of Ahiam, one 
of David's heroes, 1 Ch 11 s5 (B 'A X *P, A 2a X &p) = 
Sharar of 2 S 23 s *, where 'Sliarar the (H)ararite' 
appears in B as 'Apal 'Lapaovpelnji and in A as 'Apdff 
'Apaptlrrit. The reading of B here may have arisen, 
by transposition of letters, from a Heb. original 
*Tjrn tjf, and the name Sharar should probably be 
read in both passages. 2. The eponym of a family 
of gatekeepers, 1 Ch 26 4 (B 2a X Ap, A 2«x«lp)- 

J. A. Selbie. 

SACKBUT (k;sd Dn 3 B , 3 7 - ,0 - 1S ; LXX and 
Theod. aanjivKi), Vulg. sambuca. Wye. ' sambuke,' 
Cov,, Bish. 'shawmes,' Dou. 'doulcimer,' Gen., 
AV, RV 'sackbut').— The Gr. aau^vKi, (which 
Ges., Buhl, Driver, etc., believe to be derived from 
the Aram.) was a stringed instrument (see vol. Hi. 
p. 461*). The Vulg. sambuca is no doubt a translit. 
of the Gr. ; but since sambuca may mean ' made of 
the elder- tree ' (from sambucus, the elder-tree), the 
name came to be used for any stringed instrument 
made of that wood. In Eng. the ' sambuke ' had 
the same general application. Thus Ascham, 
Toxophilus, 26, ' And whatsoever ye judge, this I 
am sure, that lutes, harps, all manner of pipes, 
barbitons, sambukes, with other instruments every 
one, which standeth by fine and quick fingering, 
be condemned of Aristotle, as not to be brought 
in and used among them which study for learning 
and virtue.' 

The Geneva translators used the more precise 
'sackbut' (possibly, however, from an impression 
that it was a form of the same word). But the 'sack- 
but ' is unsuitable, for two reasons : it is a wind 
instrument (' a brass trumpet,' says Chappell, ' with 
a slide like a modern trombone ') ; and, wnereas the 
ffanpuicii was particularly shrill, the sackbut had a 
deep note. Cf. Drayton, Polyolbion, iv. 365— 

' The Hoboy, Sagbut deepe, Recorder, and the Flute' ; 

and Bunyan, PP 235, ' He and his Fellows sound 
the Sackbut whose Notes are more doleful than 
the Notes of other Music are.' The origin of 
'sackbut' is doubtful. Skeat traces it tc ihc 
Spanish sacar to draw out, and buche a box, used 
familiarly of the belly, and thinks that Webster 
is right in suggesting that the name was given to 
the instrument l>ecause it exhausts one's wind in 
blowing ! Middleton shows how it lent itself to 
punning, Spanish Gypsy, ii. 1 — 

• Alv.— You must not look to have your dinner served in with 

trumpets. 
Car.— No, no, sack-buts will serve us.' 

J. Hastings. 
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SACKCLOTH (pf sak, vixKot, saccus) was a coarse 
material woven from goats' and camels' hair, and 
hence of a dark colour, as we see from Rev 6 11 
* the sun became black as. sackcloth of hair ' (<ra**of 
rpixivot) ; cf., for the colour, Is 50 s , Sir 25 17 * her 
countenance darkeneth like sackcloth,' reading 
ffdxKOi with B ; also "np 'a mourner,' lit. one who 
wears dark soiled garments (RS 1 414, n. 2). A 
similar material was called by the Romans cilicium 
from being prepared from the hair of the black 
goats of Cilicia, hence Jerome's rendering saccus 
cilicinus (Rev 6 1S ). From the fact that sacks were 
made of this coarse haircloth, J in Genesis (42* 8 - 
w - M ) uses pC as a synonym of ngppv ; hence through 
the medium of Greek and Latin our 'sack' and 
' sackcloth,' though haircloth is the more appro- 
priate rendering. It was also used for saddle- 
cloths (Jos 9*). 

From the analogy of the evolution of dress 
among the Egyptians — for which see Erman 
(Egypt, 200 fi'., with numerous illustrations)— we 
may infer that the dress of the Hebrews was 
originally, as in Egypt, a scant loin-cloth of sak, 
tied in a knot in front. This continued to be the 
distinctive dress of slaves, captives, and such as 
wished to appeal to the pity of superiors (see the 
instructive episode 1 K 20 31 *-)- To put on sack- 
cloth is nearly always p? un ' to gird sackcloth ' 
about the loins (loc. c, Gn 31**, 2 S 3 31 , and oft. ; -on 
alone, Is 32 u , Jl 1") ; to take it off was originally 
nw 'to undo [a knot]' (Ps 30", Is 20 s ). The 
linguistic evidence is thus entirely against the 
current idea that the sackcloth of the OT was worn 
in the form of a sack ' with an opening for the 
head, and side apertures for the arms.' 

Religious usages are proverbially conservative, 
and Hebrew customs were no exception (see, e^., 
Jos 5 ab ) ; hence it is not an unlikely supposition 
(Schwally, Das Leben nach d. Tode, 12 ft".) that the 
haircloth cincture continued to be regarded as the 
garment most suitable for religious ceremonies 
long after it had disappeared from ordinary use. 
This is at least more satisfactory than the usual 
explanation that the wish to mortify the flesh led 
to the use of sackcloth in the frequent instances 
where it is associated with fasting as an outward 
and visible expression of penitence, or in cases 
where confession and supplication are combined, 
a« indeed is most frequently the case (1 K 21 37 , 
Neh 9 1 , Jon 3"-, Jth 4 10ff - etc.). In most cases, 
even when not expressly mentioned, there was the 
accompaniment of ashes (Dn 9*, Mt 11", Lk 10 13 ) 
or earth (Neh 9 1 ) u|>on the head. Hence the 
author of Baruch speaks of putting on 'sackcloth 
of prayer ' (4 80 ; see Comm. for alternative render- 
ing). The extravagances of Jon 3", Jth 4 10 , where 
even the cattle are clothed in sackcloth, are 
scarcely historical. In the latter passage the 
altar, also, is similarly covered (Jth 4 U ). That 
the sackcloth in such cases was usually worn next 
the skin (Tyyn-Sy)— originally, as we saw, it was 
the only garment — even by women (Is 32", Jth 9', 
2 Mac 3 l5 ), seems beyond doubt (see 2 K 6 90 , Job 
16 1J , which are often wrongly, as we think, taken 
to be exceptional cases). 

Fondness for ' the old paths,' and the desire to 
furnish an object-lesson in simplicity of dress, as 
of life, in the midst of increasing luxury, are 
doubtless the reason that haircloth was the char- 
acteristic material of a prophet's dress (Zee 13* 
RV ; cf. Rev 1 1* -rpotp-rrrfiwovaip . . . vepi{itf3\r)tUi'0i 
o&kkovi). Elijah was distinguished by a mantle 
of hair (2 K l 8 RVm). John the Baptist's only gar- 
ment, like that of his prototype, was of camels' hair 
(Mt 3*, Mk 1*). Isaiah, on a particular occasion, 
wore even the primitive loin-cloth of sak (20 2 ). 

The universal use of this black haircloth (py) as 
the appropriate dress of those mourning for their 



dead probably has its root in the circle of primitive 
thought above referred to— the intention being to 
do honour to the disembodied spirit (cf. Schwally, 
op. cit. ). It was worn not only in cases of private 
mourning (Gn 37 s4 , 2 S 3 31 and oft.), but in lamen- 
tations over public calamities (Am 8 10 , Jer 48 37 , 
La 2 10 , 1 Mac 2"). Further, just as prayer in this 
garb might avert threatened private bereavement 
(Ps 35 13 ), so might it avert — when combined with 
humility and penitence— a great national mis- 
fortune (Jer 6» Jl l 13 , Jth 4 T *). Both ideas are 
frequently combined— mourning for past calamities 
and prayer for their speedy removal (1 Mac 3 47 , 
2 Mac 2*, also Am 8 10 , and other passages cited). 

A. R. S. KENNEDY. 

SACRAMENTS.— The word sacramentum (sacrare 
= 'to dedicate') originally meant 'something set 
apart as sacred, consecrated, dedicated.' As a 
technical legal term it was used of the sum which 
the two parties to a suit deposited in sacro, and of 
which the winner of the suit recovered his part, 
while the loser forfeited his to the teranum. 
Hence it came to mean the suit itself, causa contro- 
versia (Smith, Diet. ofGr. and Rom. Ant. ii. p. 958). 
Sacramentum was also used actively of the ' thing 
which sets apart and devotes.' As a technical 
military term it designated either the ' preliminary 
engagement' entered into by recruits, or (much 
more often) the ' military oath of obedience' to the 
commander. Under the Empire the sacramentum 
which soldiers were obliged to take to their 
imperator was often taken by subjects, whether 
citizens or provincials, to the emperor (Tac. Ann. 
i. 7, 8), in recognition of his proconsulare imperium 
throughout the Empire. From Horace (Od. 11. 
xvii. 10) onwards it is sometimes used of any ' oath 
or solemn engagement.' 

The first appearance of the word sacramentum in 
connexion with Christianity may be called acci- 
dental. It occurs in a familiar passage in the 
frequently quoted letter {Ep. 96) of the younger 
Pliny to the Emperor Trajan. It was stated of 
the Bithynian Christians quod essent soliti stato 
die ante luc.em convenire carmenque Christo quasi 
deo dicer e secum invicem, seque Sacramento nun in 
scelus aliquod obstringere. There is not much 
doubt that the witnesses whom Pliny quotes 
referred to the obligation under which every 
Christian lies to renounce the devil and all his 
works, and of which the public service of the 
Church reminds him. Possibly the service to 
which allusion is made contained an express re- 
newal of the baptismal pledge. That Pliny uses 
the word sacramentum to express this obligation 
or pledge is no more than an interesting coinci- 
dence. It was a natural word to use ; and neither 
jusjurandum nor promissum would have expressed 
the meaning better. Yet Lightfoot is inclined to 
think that it means 'sacrament' in the Christian 
sense, and that Pliny has here ' confused the two 
sacraments,' the wording pointing to the baptismal 
pledge, while the context about the early hour and 
the stated day points to the eucharist (Epp. of 8. 
Ignatius, vol. i. p. 52). It may be doubted whether 
the word sacramentum had as yet acquired among 
Christians any specially Christian meaning ; and 
it is improbable that the Bithynian Christians used 
the word in a technical sense, or that Pliny uses 
the word because they had done so. The word is 
his, not theirs ; and he employs it in the ordinary 
classical sense. 

As a Christian term, sacramentum makes its 
first appearance in the Old Latin and in Tertullian. 
Both in Lat-Vet. and Vulg. it is sometimes used to 
translate uvar-iipiov. Cod. Bob. (k) has it Mt 13 11 ; 
Cod. Palat. (e) Lk 8 10 ; Cod. Clar. (h) Eph 1»3»- 8 S 33 , 
1 Ti & Ro 16* ; Vulg. has it Eph l 9 3 3 (not «) 8 5 s3 , 
Col I s7 (not M ), 1 Ti 3" (not 9 ), Rev 1» 17 7 (not 4 ). 
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But the more common rendering of p.wrH)piov is 
mysterium ; and sometimes in consecutive verses 
first one word is used and then the other. In OT 
sacramentum occurs Dn 2 18 - 47 4 e , To 12 7 , Wis 2° 
6", in all which places LXX has nvrrfiptor. But 
mysterium is also found, sometimes side by side 
with sacramentum (Dn 2 18, w - •*), even in the 
same verse {"). Tertullian uses sacramentum as 
the rendering of /tuar^puw in passages where Vulg. 
has mysterium (1 Co 13 a , lie*. 23; I Co W, adv. 
Marc. v. 15 ; Eph 6 W , adv. Marc. v. 18). It is his 
usual word. 

Three elements seem to have been at work in 
determining the Christian use of the word : (1) the 
original passive sense, ' a thing set apart as sacred ' ; 
(2) the active sense, ' that which sets apart,' especially 
an oath or pledge of fidelity ; (3) the Greek term 
nvar^ptov, to which it was regarded as equivalent. 
It is obvious that all these ideas coalesce very well 
respecting those rites which have been called 
sacraments, especially baptism and the eucharist. 

But in the first instance the use of the term was 
very much wider. It was used to designate not 
only religious rites, but doctrines and facts. 
Almost any external form, whether of word or 
action, which conveyed or symbolized a religious 
meaning might be called a sacramentum. It will 
be worth while to examine some of the passages in 
which the word occurs in Tertullian and Cyprian. 

Tertullian, after pointing out that even the 
heathen recognize avoidance of the public shows 
as tiie mark of a Christian, remarks that the 
man who puts aside the mark of the faith plainly 
denies the faith. Nemo in cast r a hostium transit 
. . . nisi destitutis signis et sacramentis principis 
sui (de Spect. xxiv.). Again, with regard to God's 
prohibition of idolatry, he says : Hutc Sacramento 
militans ab hostibus provocor. Par sum Hits, si illis 
manus dedero. Hoc de/endendo depugno in acie, 
viUneror, concidor, occvdor. Quis nunc militi suo 
exitum voluit, nisi qui tali Sacramento eum consig- 
navit (Scorp. iv. ) ? In both these passages we have 
little more than the Roman military oath used 
metaphorically of the Christian's allegiance to 
God. In Apol. vii. we get a stage further, when he 
calls the horrible rite, of which Christians were 
often accused, in which a child was killed and 
eaten, sacramentum in/anticidii. It is in this 
treatise that the nse of the word is specially 
frequent. In contending that Judaism, and 
therefore Christianity, is far more ancient than 
heathenism, he says: ipsa templa et oracida et 
sacra unius interim propheta scrinium saculis 
vincit, in quo videtur thesaurus collocatus totius 
Judaici sacramenti et indejam nostri (xix. ) ; where 
sacramentum seems to mean 'revelation,' or 
'religion,' or 'dispensation.' It has a similarly 
indefinite meaning in the challenge respecting 
Christian abstention from heathen temples ana 
nocturnal rites: omnem hinc sacramenti nostri 
ordinem haurite, repercussis ante tamen opinioni- 
bus falsis (xv.). In the plural the word is used 
of the doctrines of the Christian faith. Whence, 
he asks, did pagan philosophy get its doctrine of 
future rewards and punishments? Nonnisi de 
nostris sacramentis (xlvii.). OT types he calls 
figurarum sacramenta (adv. Marc. v. 1). In the 
treatise de Baptismo we reach the more definite 
use of the term. It opens with the words, Felix 
sacramentum aqua; nostra;, quia ablutii delictis 
pristinas cacitatis in vitam attemam liberamur. 
And so also of the eucharist : Proinde panis et 
calicis sacramento jam in cvangelio probavimus 
corporis et sanguinis dominici veritatem advers-us 
phantasma Marcionis (adv. Marc. v. 8). And 
again of both sacraments : ad sacramentum baptis- 
tnatis et eucharistice admit tens (ib. iv. 34). 

Cyprian seems to have learned from his 



' master ' to use the word sometimes in its classi- 
cal sense, sometimes with a vagueness which 
was possibly deliberate, sometimes quite definitely 
of baptism and the eucharist. Of Christian 
martyrdoms he says : quale Mud fuit spec- 
taculum Domini, quam sutdime, quam magnum, 
quam Dei oculis sacramento ac devotions militis 
ejus accept um (Ep. x. 2). So of a supposed be- 
trayal of the Christian faith, he says: divinas 
militia; sacramenta solvantur, castrorum coles- 
tium signa dedantur (Ep. lxxiv. 8). He calls the 
Passover a sacramentum (de- Cath. Eccles. unit.). 
But it is not easy to define its meaning wheu he 
speaks of ecclesias Veritas et evangelii ac sacra- 
menti unit as (Ep. liv. 1), or, again, of veritatis 
jura et sacramenta (Ep. lxxiii. 2U). Comp. sacra- 
menta calestia (Ep. lxxiv. 4), a phrase which he 
nses several times. He says that tot urn jidei sacra- 
mentum in confessions Ckristi nominis esse digestum 
(Ep. xxx. 3) ; and that the Lord's Prayer contains 
many and great sacramenta (de Dom. Oral. 9) ; 
where 'doctrine' seems to be the meaning. In 
baptism, water and the Spirit are each of them 
called a sacramentum ; and, as distinct from here- 
tical baptism, those who receive the Church's 
baptism utroqve sacramento nascuntur (Ep. lxxiii. 
21). Immediately afterwards he uses baptismi 
sacramentum of the whole rite. So also of the 
eucharist he says : Item in sacerdote Melchisedech 
sacrificii dominici sacramentum projiguratum 
videmus (Ep. lxiii. 3). He calls the consecrated 
wine sacramentum calicis * (de Lapsis, xx v. ) ; and he 
appears to call the whole rite sacramentum crucis, 
when he says, de sacramento crucis et cibum sumis 
et potum (de Zelo et Livore, xvii. ). On Cyprian's use 
of sacramentum, see an important note by E. W. 
Watson in Studia Biblica, iv. p. 253. 

Augustine says that the bread and wine ideo 
dicuntur sacramenta, quia in eis aliud videtur, 
aliud intelligitur (Serm. 272). And again that 
Signa cum ad res divinas pertinent, sacramenta 
appelantur (Ep. exxxviii.). But there must be re- 
semblance between the two : si enim sacramenta 
quamdam similitudinem earum rerum quarum 
sacramenta sunt non kabercnt, omnino sacra- 
menta non essent (Ep. xcviii.). Sacraments are 
verba visibilia, sacrvsancta quidem, veruntamen 
mutabilia et temporalia (con. Faustum, xix. 16). 
Accedit verbum ad clement urn et Jit sacramentum, 
etiam ipsum tanquam visibile verbum (in J oh. 
Tract. 80). In one place he enumerates baptism, 
unction, the eucharist, and imposition of hands 
as sacraments t [de Bapt. con. Don. v. 28); in 
another he asks, Quis novit Dei omnia sacramenta ? 
Quid ait Apostolus ? Si sciero omnia sacramenta, 
si habeam omnem prophetiam (Serm. ad Ccesar. 
eccles. plebem, 3). This last passage is specially 
interesting, because in Vulg. the word is not 
used [though Aug. testifies that Old Lat. read 
sacramenta] ; it has, si habuero prophetiam et 
noverim mysteria omnia (1 Co 13*). 

The general outcome is on the whole this, that 
the word sacramentum had two main uses, one 
very vague, and the other fairly definite. On 
the one hand, it might be used of anything, 
whether word, statement, or fact, which expressed 

" In harmony with this idea Rabanus Maunis (de Cler. insti- 
tutions, i. 24, 81 ; Mime, Pat. Lat. cvii. 310) makes baptism, 
unction, the body, and the blood of the Lord to be four sacra- 
ments, expressly counting the body and the blood as two. 
Paschasius Kadbertus is said to do the same ; but he speaks of 
sacramentum (not -ta) corporis et sanguinis (de Corp. et Sang. 
Dom. iii. 2, 4 ; Migne, cxx. 1275). 

t Similarly in a passage which was quoted almost verbatim at 
the beginning of Art. 20 (=25) in the Articles of 1553: Sacra- 
mentis numero paueissimis, observation* facitlimis, significa- 
tions pratstantissimis, societatem novi popuii coliigavit [Chris- 
tus], ticuti est baptismus Trinilatis nomine conseeratus, com- 
municatio corporis et sanguinis ipsius, et ri quid aliud in 
scripturis canonicis commendatur (Ep. 54 : of. de DocL Chr. 
ill. 9). 
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or implied religious truth. On the other, it was 
applied to certain Christian rites, not fixed in 
number, but understood to be few, of which the 
chief were baptism and the eucharist. No rite 
had a better claim to be called a sacrament than 
these two, which fully realized the ideas connoted 
by the term, and were instituted by the Lord 
Himself. But there were other rites, mentioned 
in Scripture and sanctioned by the Church, to 
which the term might rightly be given ; and the 
rite which was commonly placed side by side with 
these two as being of almost equal rank was 
unction or chrism, which is generally applicable to 
all Christians and has at least the authority of 
apostolic tradition. 

The number three was no doubt attractive ; but 
still more so the number seven ; and it is remark- 
able that a list of seven sacraments does not seem 
to have been made earlier than the 12th cent., 
when first Gregory of Bergamo (de Euchar. 14), 
and then Peter Lombard (Sent. IV. ii. 1) fix on this 
limit. It was adopted by Thomas Aquinas and 
stereotyped by the Council of Trent. But it is 
neither scriptural nor logical. Our choice lies 
between two and an indefinite number.* Scripture 
plainly marks out two. They were instituted by 
Christ, and He Himself ordained the outward 
visible signs for them. In whatever sense Christ 
may be supposed to have instituted any of the 
other five, — confirmation, penance, unction, orders, 
and matrimony, — He ordered no special sign for 
them ; and it is rash to say more than that they 
are among the more important of the many rites 
to which the name of sacrament may be given.t 
For a discussion of any one of the seven see the 
separate articles in the dictionaries. But with 
regard to matrimony it may be here pointed out 
that the Vulgate rendering of Eph 5" sacramen- 
tum hoc magnum est, had considerable influence in 
causing marriage to be regarded as a sacrament. 

There is a difference between the two great 
sacraments of the Gospel, in that baptism may be 
received once only, and the eucharist daily. The 
one confers an indelible character ; the other does 
not. The same difference divides the other five. 
Confirmation and orders resemble baptism. Once 
baptized, always baptized ; once confirmed, always 
confirmed ; once a priest, always a priest. No 
one may have these rites repeated for himself ; nor 
is there any need of repetition. But penance and 
unction admit of repetition. Matrimony belongs 

Sartly to the one class and partly to the other, 
io repetition of the rite is admissible between the 
same two parties ; but when death has removed 
one, the other is free to have the rite repeated. 
Augustine writes thus of baptism and orders : 
utrumque enim sacramentum est ; et quadam con- 
secratione utrumque homini datur: illud, cum 
baptizatnr, istua, cum ordinatur: ideoque in 
Catholica utrumque non licet iterari (Con. en. Par- 
men, ii. 28). With regard to matrimony he says 
that its benefits are threefold, fides, proles, sacra- 
mentum; and he explains the last, ut conjugium 
non separetnr, et dimissus aut dimissa nec causa 
prolis alteri conjungatur (de Gen. ix. 12: cf. con. 
Faust, xix. 23; d', Nupt. et Concup. i. 11). See, fur- 
ther, Harnack, Hist, of Dogma [Eng. tr.], vi. 201 ff. 

• Hugo de St Victore, following the Augustinian definition of 
a sacrament as rei tacrce lignum, enumerate* some twenty or 
thirty lesser sacraments, as the ritual use of holy water, of 
ashes, of palm-branches, of the paschal candle, of bells, and of 
curtains; also certain acts, as making the sign of the cross, 
bowing the head or the knee ; and certain utterances, as Domi- 
nuM voOiscum, Alleluia, the recitation of the De profundis, the 
Jubilate, the Creed, etc. (de Sacramentis, IL ix. 1-9 ; Migne, 
Pat. Lot. clxxvi. 471). 

t The anointing of a king, the washing of the saints' feet, and 
the salt given in certain l.iuin rites to catechumens, have all 
been called ' sacraments,' e.g. in the Oelasian Socramentary is 
a prayer ut hoc creatura talis in nomine Trinitatis ejficiatur 
talutare tacramentum. 



> SACRIFICE 329 



The question, whether there were sacraments 
under the OT, is, like the question of the number 
of sacraments under the NT, to a large extent a 
question of definition. What is meant by a sacra- 
ment? Definitions which exclude all but baptism 
and the eucharist of course exclude all OT rites. 
But those who, with Augustine, regard sacra- 
ments as essential to the life of a religious com- 
munity must allow sacraments to the Jewish 
Church. Yet if, as he holds, the sacramental 
character of marriage consists in its indissolubility, 
th-sn marriage, which is a sacrament under the 
Christian dispensation, was not a sacrament under 
the Jewish, which allowed divorce. The sacrifices 
and other rites were sacraments to the Jews, 
necessary then, but superfluous now. The differ- 
ence is this: sacramenta Novi Testamenti dant 
salutem ; sacramenta Veteris Testamenti pro- 
miserunt Salvatorem. . . . Mutata sunt sacra- 
menta ; facta sunt faciliora, pauciora, salubriora, 
feliciora (in Ps. lxxiii. 2). Both, however, tell of 
the' passion and resurrection of Christ, the one 
by promising, the other by commemorating (con. 
Faust, xix. 16). 

Literature. — Juenin (French Orator! an), Commenta rim 
Historicut et Dogmaticu* de Sacrament it, Lyons, 1717 ; Char- 
don, HUtoire de* Sacrementi, Paris, 1746 ; Hahn (Protestant), 
Doctrinae Romance de Xuinero Sacramentorum teptenarto 
ratione* historical, Breslau, 1859, and Die Lehre von den Sacra- 
menten, 1804. Moat comm. on the XXXIX Articles discuss 
the question and quote literature; also most Theological 
Dictionaries. A- PLUMMEK. 
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Literature. 

A. Sacrifice in OT Times. 

i. Definition and Name.— The rites which are 
comprehended under the name of Sacrifice, while 
exhibiting many forms and embodying an equal 
complexity of ideas, yet display certain constant 
features which invest them with a character of 
unity. Four notes will serve to elucidate their 
place and function in distinction from other 
manifestations of the religious life. 

(a) Sacrifice belongs to the class of specifically 
religious acts, known as cultus or worship, by 
which man seeks to draw near to God. When 
religion is permeated by intense moral earnestness, 
greater importance is ascribed to character and 
conduct than to worship, yet even in the perfectly 
ethical religion of Christianity the cultus has sur- 
vived as at once a cherished privilege and a sacred 
obligation. In those religions in which the ethical 
interest is weak or absent, the paramount interest 
attaches to the appropriateness and impressiveness 
of the ceremonial approach to the Deity. And 
among the elements of the cultus, by the consent 
of antiquity, the rite of sacrifice exce led and over- 
shadowed all other ordinances in the efficacy of its 
appeal to the object of worship.— (6) Sacrifice is 
distinguished from other ordinances of worship in 
that it takes the form of the rendering to God of 
a material oblation. The elements of worship are 
at bottom two — forms which express the con- 
descension of God to man, and forms which 
express the appeal of man to God. Of these the 
first has its familiar example in the proclamation 



Digitized by 



330 



SACRIFICE 



SACRIFICE 



of the word of God, the second in prayer. And 
with prayer sacrifice manifestly has a close affinity. 
To the universal religious instinct of antiquity, 
however, it seemed that the spiritual offering of 
aspiration and petition was lacking in weight and 
efhcacy. There was therefore associated with it, 
and so prominently as to eclipse it, the sacred rite 
in which the worshippers made over to God or 
Rhared with Him material things of a kind which 
ministered to human wants. — (c) Sacrifice is dis- 
tinguished from other acts in which material 
things are consecrated to the service of God by 
the circumstance that the sacrifice is consumed in 
the service. The spirit of religious devotion finds 
many ways of expressing itself — e.g. in the conse- 
cration of buildings for worship, in gifts of lands, 
in personal service, and to such acts the term 
sacrifice may be popularly extended ; but in strict 
usage it is desirable to confine it to the class of 
oblations which not only spring from self-abnega- 
tion but also perish in the using. — (rf) The effect 
of sacrifice, in the intention of the worshippers, is 
by pleasing the Deity to enjoy communion with 
Him, and through union with Him to gain deliver- 
ance from threatened evil and possession of coveted 
good. This formula roughly expresses the end of 
religion, and, in view of the ancient and commonly 
accorded position of sacrifice as the staple religious 
observance, it follows that communion with a Divine 
being, with the security involved in such com- 
munion, must also be the end generally contem- 
plated in sacrificial practice. 

In the definition of sacrifice, an attempt has usually been 
made to formulate the contemplated end more narrowly. ' A 
sacrifice properly so called,' to quote one of the older examples, 
' is the solemn infliction of death on a living creature, generally 
by effusion of its blood, in a way of religious worship, and the pre- 
senting of this act to the Deity, as a supplication for the pardon 
of sin, and a supposed means of compensation for the insult and 
injury thereby offered to His majesty and government ' (Pye 
Smith, Sacrifice and Priesthood », p. 3). The fault of this defini- 
tion is that it is framed with reference to the single class of 
piacular sacrifices, and further, that it makes the questionable 
assumption that the piacular sacrifices consistently embodied the 
idea that the slaughter of the victim furnished a satisfaction 
to outraged Divine Justice. Among writers of the anthropo- 
logical school, on the other hand, the specific effect of sacrifice 
is often defined as being to remove from the worshipper restric- 
tions or taboos, and to invest him with a character of sanctity. 
Its efficacy, in short, is conceived as being of a magical kind, 
— the persons or things hallowed being, as it were, charged with 
an energy of physical holiness, and thereby fitted to move and 
act in the religious sphere. In this sense the following defini- 
tion has been given in a recent monograph :— ' Sacrifice is a 
religious act which, by the consecration of a victim, modifies 
the condition of the moral agent who performs it, or of certain 
objects with which it is concerned ' (Hubert et Mauss, Kstai tur 
le Sacr. p. 41). Natural, however, and widely vouched for as is 
the idea that the victim imparts a character or an infection of 
sanctity, the interpretation of the modus operandi of the rite 
has fluctuated too widely to Justify us in treating the above 
conception as vital to the idea of sacrifice. The only constant 
element has been the belief that, however operating, it pleased 
the object of worship and secured Divine favour. 

Summing up, then, we define sacrifice as an act, 
belonging to the sphere of worship, in which a 
material oblation is presented to the Deity and 
consumed in His service, and which has as its 
object to secure through communion with a Divine 
being the boon of His favour. 

The names used to describe the rite do not sugeest a defini- 
tion, but serve to emphasize certain of the elements which have 
been noted. Sacrificimn indicates that it is an act within the 
sphere of holy things, or in the region of the cultus. while the 
appropriation of such a general term to the particular ordi- 
nance illustrates what has been said of its central position in 
pre-Christian worship. The group of words derived from 
offcrre (oblation, offering, Oerm, Op/er), connect themselves 
with the ritualistic act of the presentation of the victim, and 
also adumbrate the interpretation of sacrifice as a gift (cf. 
retrfMk). Bvrlm indicates that the typical form involved the 
slaughter of a victim. 

Sacrifice is commonly referred to in OT by specifying the two 
leading varieties— viz. the Burnt-offering (n^y), and the Sacri- 
ficial Feast (C^). There arc, however, two terms, which have 
a generic as well as a specific meaning. The nnp (a gift) was 



used in the older period as inclusive both of bloody and un- 
bloody offerings (Qn 4* 8 ), but in P and later prophelio 
literature it has been appropriated to the particular and sub- 
ordinate class of cereal offerings (Lv 2). The generic term of 
the later period is (a-ipn to bring near, present, Ezk 20» 
40 4 *, Lv 1*""). Another term which comes near to a generic 
significance is ng>K, an offering made by fire. It is used not 
only of animal offerings, but of the cereal offering (Lv 2 11 ), and 
even of the shewbread which was not consumed by fire, but 
became the portion of the priests (24 7 - 9 \ In NT is often 
used generically (Mt 9's, Mk 9« etc.). Elsewhere 9ur.'« is 
bracketed with another term to give a comprehensive descrip- 
tion of sacrifice — imf* ti *x'i Bvniu (unbloody and bloody offer- 
ings, He 5 1 8 s ), Bvrim »*- wptrQ*f*i (the same in inverted order. 
He 10»). The idea is also expressed by enumerating four 
varieties (10*). 

In AV the term 1 sacrifice ' is of frequent occurrence, being 
inserted into the title of many of the varieties of offering which 
have a special Heb. designation (see art. Offering). In RV the 
usual practice is to employ it only where the Heb. text has nji 
or a derivative, thus giving it the connotation of the sacrificial 
feast, while ' oblation is appropriated to offerings of a different 
type. Exceptionally RV retains it as translation of in (Ps 1 18*0, 
and of nnp (141 s ). In NT it renders ttr« and 9iu>, and is some- 
times distinguished from the ' offering ' as the bloody from the 
unbloody. 

ii. The Orioin of Sacrifice.— The controversies 
in which this subject has been so fruitful have 
passed through two phases. In the earlier period 
the keenly debated issue was whether the institu- 
tion was of Divine appointment, or merely devised 
by man as an instrument for satisfying the wants of 
his spiritual nature. In recent times the human 
origin has usually been assumed, but only as a 
fresh starting-point for the discussion of rival 
theories as to the significance originally attached 
to the rite, its primitive form, and the stages in 
the evolution of sacrificial ritual. 

A. The theory that Sacrifice, wot instituted by Divine authority, 
while strongly contended for by many Reformed theologians, 
cannot be sustained even on the basis of the biblical narrative. 
The argument on which chief reliance was placed was that 
supplied in the account of Abel's sacrifice (On 4"), and the 
apostolic reference to the reason of its acceptance by Ood 
(He 11*). There is, it is admitted, no record of a Divine 
enactment, but Divine sanction was known to support it from 
the period of Abel's sacrifice ; and the hint that by faith Abel 
offered a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, it is held, jus- 
tifies us in concluding upon a Divine origin. For faith neces- 
sarily implies that there must have been a previous revelation 
touching the ordinance : a positive enactment is presupposed 
as its object, since without such it must have been, not faith but 
superstition. But it is at least as natural a view of the matter 
that Abel's faith was a venture of trust called forth by a general 
assurance of the Divine holiness and mercy. The real spring, 
perhaps, of the zeal on this side of the controversy is disclosed 
in the argument that a human origin is precluded by the 
apostolic condemnation of will-worship (ItHXtUrnrmm, Col 2 as ), 
i.e. of the usurpation by the creature of the Divine prerogative 
in the sphere of holy things. Concede that sacrifice, the dis- 
tinctive feature of OT worship, was of human devising and yet 
acceptable to Ood, and it became impossible to make good 
against Roman, Lutheran, and Anglican practice that no 
festivals or rites were lawful unless expressly ordained in 
Scripture. As the force of this dogmatic prepossession has 
considerably abated, it is easy to admit that the ' will-worship' 
condemned by St. Paul did not include usages shaped by piety 
and discovered in experience to be for spiritual profit. 

For a complete statement of the arguments for a Divine 
origin, with accompanying refutations, reference may be made 
to Spencer, de Rations et Origins Sacrificiorum, lv. 2. The 
subject is also very fully discussed by Fairbairn {Typology of 
Scripture, i. 28611.), who advances the additional argument 
that In making for our first parents ' coats of skins ' (On 3 d ) 
Ood prompted and authorized the rite which serves as a covering 
of the soul. His position is, however, a mediating one, as he holds 
that, assuming even that it was merely suggested by the self- 
revelation of Ood. and afterwards approved, its essentially Divine 
origin may, apart from a positive enactment, be maintained. 

In later times the case for the human origin has been 
strengthened. Not only does J manifestly treat it as the 
natural, self - evident mode of worship, but P ignores its 
existence altogether in pre- Mosaic times. In view of this 
conflicting tradition, and still more because of modified con- 
ceptions as to the range of the authoritative in Scripture, there 
has been a growing indisposition to use the scriptural material 
as a basis for a dogmatic pronouncement. The theory' of a 
Divine institution, it should be further said, stands or falls with 
the theory of a primitive revelation, and this theory has even 
in theological schools been very generally abandoned. The only 
sense in which the Divine origin can be held is that, by creating 
man for religion, Ood is the author of the institution in which 
the religious sentiment found ancient and universal expression. 

B. The theories which ascribe to sacrifice a human origin may 
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here be briefly outlined, inasmuch aa, while operating mainly 
with general anthropological material, they seek confirmation to 
some extent in the biblical sacrificial system. These theories 
may be best grasped in accordance with the views which they 

{iresuppose as to the primitive form of religion, and by which, 
i may be added, they must mainly be judged. 

(1) In the first place, we meet with two theories which rest 
on the assumption that the religion of primitive man was a 
monotheism. Either by way of Intuition, or as the result of 
reflexion on the world and man, it is supposed that the human 
mind bad acquired a knowledge at least of the unity and of the 
cardinal attributes of God. Under the impression of this 
knowledge man may be supposed to have gone on to shape 
sacrificial rites, and that from either of two motives, (a) The 
Expiatory theory is to the effect that man, conscious of sin 
and of the punishment which it merits, substituted an animal 
victim which should endure the penalty due to himself, and 
so make his peace with Ood This interpretation of the rite, it 
is true, has usually been identified with the advocacy of a 
Divine institution, but it at least holds its place in the popular 
mind — apart from any question of origin — as furnishing the 
explanation of the age-long searching after God through 
the ritual of the slaughtered victim and the smoking altar.— 
(6) The. Homage theory of Sacrifice has been more favoured by 
those writers who regard the institution as a natural out- 
growth from a primitive monotheism. On this view man was 
impelled to seek closer communion with Ood, not out of a 
sense of guilt, but rather out of a desire to acknowledge his 
dependence and profess his obedience. To give expression to 
these devout sentiments he fell back on the language which is 
more powerful than speech— the language of action ( Warburton, 
Die. Leg. iv. 4). 'To such men (Cain and Abel) there came 
thoughts of one who is ruling them as they rule the sheep, 
who in some strange way makes the seeds grow which they put 
into the ground. . . . How shall they confess Him, and 
manifest their subjection? Speech, thanksgiving are not the 
most childlike way of testifying homage. Acts go before 
words ' (Maurice, Sacrifice, p. 0). 

The fundamental objection to the above two theories is that 
they attribute to primitive man a theology which it is hard to 
associate with the childhood of the race. The Expiatory theory 
not only presupposes a primitive knowledge of Ood transcending 
the thoughts of childhood, but it credits man with a sense of 
sin, and with a valuation of death as the wages of sin, which 
belong to a later period of spiritual development. Moreover, 
the theory conflicts with the preponderantly joyous character of 
early sacrifice. The Homage theory is attractive to spiritual 
and philosophical minds when seeking a justification for sacri- 
fice, out can hardly be supposed to have originated it 

(2) A second group of theories is connected with the 
assumption that the deities of primitive man were beings of 
a low anthropomorphic order— whether nature - spirits, or 
ancestral ghosts, or fetishes. From this point of view it 
naturally seems that the worshipper has somewhat to offer 
which his Deity needs and will gratefully accept. How man 
ministers to this need, and how his ministering proves effectual, 
may be conceived in various ways suggested by examination of 
the possible motives. 

(a) The Gift theory has it that the offerings were viewed 
as presents, and that the offerer reckoned on their being 
received with pleasure and gratitude. A chief or a king is 
approached with gifts, and the gods expect the same. The 
currency of this interpretation in classical antiquity is vouched 
for by vicero. ' Let not the impious dare to appease the gods 
with gift*. Let them hearken to Plato, who warns them that 
there can be no doubt of what God's disposition toward tbein 
will be, since even a good man will refuse to accept presents 
from the wicked ' (de Leg. ii. 16). In the older literature it is 
maintained by Spencer, who thinks it self-evident that this 
was the idea cherished hy man in his primitive simplicity 
(ii. 762). Tylor and Herbert Spencer, though differing as to 
the primitive object of worship, find the origin of sacrifice in 
the idea of a gift. According to the latter, ' the origin of the 
practice is to be found in the custom of leaving food and drink 
at the graves of the dead, and as the ancestral spirit rose to 
divine rank the refreshments placed for the dead developed 
into Racriflces' {Principle! of Sociology, f 139 ff.). Among the 
older writers it was commonly held that such an account of 
the origin of sacrifice could not be accepted in view of the 
place which it fills in the system of revelation (Bahr, StpnboliJc, 
L p. 276) ; but within the last generation it has come to be 
regarded as by no means axiomatic that value implies dignity of 
origin. A more forcible objection is that the blood, which figures 
so prominently in sacrificial ritual, can scarcely have been 
selected as a desirable gift. And this criticism is effective in so 
far as it compels the admission that the whole syftem of sacrifice 
has not been shaped by the idea of the gift. There is. besides, 
reason for holding that the fundamental conception, while akin 
to that already stated, is more definite and suggestive. 

(b) The Table-bond theory exchanges the general conception 
of a gift for that of a meal of which the Deity partakes in 
company with the worshippers. The germ of the theory is to 
be found in Sykes, who traced the efficacy of sacrifice, which is 
commonly a joint-meal, to the fact that 'eating and drinking 
together were the known ordinary symbols of friendship, and 
were the usual rites of engaging in covenants and leagues' 
(Nature of Sacrifice*, p. 75). On th is view sacrifice lias more virtue 
than a mere gift ; it knits the god and the worshippers together 
by the bonds created by the interchange of hospitality. In the 
hands of W. R. Smith (AS p. 269 ff.) the theory was developed I 



by the addition that the Deity was united to the worshippers, 
not merely because of His gratification, but because a common 
meal physically unites those who partake of it. Whether this 
latter conception of the modus operandi of the meal be primi- 
tive is open to doubt, but in view of the materials and form of 
early sacrifice the conclusion seems irresistible that the original 
idea of the worshippers was to gratify their God, and strengthen 
their position in His favour, by joining with Him in the repast. 

(c) The theory of a materialistic nu-ranvntcU communion is 
a special development of the last. The hypothesis starts from 
the observation that at certain stages of' civilization religion 
takes the form of animal-worship, or of the reverence for animals 
which are believed to share along with man in the Divine 
nature. At this stage, also, it happens that the sacred animal, 
which is commonly proscribed as food, is on solemn occasions 
made to furnish the material of a sacrificial meal. In other 
words, there is occasionally permitted what has been bluntly 
described as 'eating the god' (Krazer, Golden Bough). The 
motive for this is suggested by a widespread idea of physical 
virtue. In eating an animal or a human being the savage is 
supposed to incorporate ' not only the physical, but even the 
moral and intellectual qualities which were characteristic of 
that animal or man.' Similarly it was easy to believe that, 
if the Divine life resided in a group of sacred animals, a 
particle of the precious deposit would be distributed among 
all the recipients, and incorporated with their individual lite 
(RS*p. 313). Aa to whether we may regard as primitive the 
totemlstic conception of the Divine-human affinity of animals, 
and of the assimilation of the Divine life through eating the 
totem, there is grave reason for doubt. The totemistic theory 
of the origin of worship has been widely propagated through 
the brilliant and learned monograph of W. R. Smith (Journ. 
Philol. ix. 76 ff.), and its fascinating exposition by Jevons 
(Introduction to the History of tleligvm, 1896) ; but the main 
body of English anthropologists refuse to regard it as primitive, 
while in France the hypothesis has been subjected to close and 
learned criticism (Marillier, ' La place du Totemisme dans 
1'evolution religieusc," in Rev. de I'll ist. de* Religion*, 1897-98). 
Tot«mism seems most intelligible when viewed aa formed under 
the play of savage thought or roiaconception, and as intruding 
upon and overrunning earlier forma of worship which found a 
god in nature or the spirits of men. 

The theories above mentioned assume that sacrifice waa 
directly called into existence by the religious idea. Another 
possibility is that the slaughtering of animals or men came to 
awaken awe and misgivings in the breast of the savage, and 
that he sought to reassure himself by a procedure which in 
vested such acta with a religioua character and sanction. 

Amid this mass of speculation the most certain 
conclusion seems to be that sacrifice originated in 
childlike ideas of God, and that the fundamental 
motive was to gratify Him by giving or sharing 
with Him a meal. 

iii. Semitic Sacrifice in the pke - Mosaic 
Period. — For the period between the dim region 
of origins and the consolidation of Israel as a 
nation a certain amount of material is professedly 
contributed in the patriarchal narratives of J. 
The representation given is that sacrifice origin- 
ated in the first family when the bloody ottering 
of Abel was accepted (Gn 4 4 ) ; that Noah ottered 
burnt - offerings after his deliverance (8 W ) ; and 
that by Abraham and his line it was practised 
under a variety -of forms and with some diversity 
of ritual. The chief occasions were times of meet- 
ing with God, and other solemn moments of life : 
the kinds of ottering in vogue were the Peace- 
oft'ering (Gn 31 M ), the Burnt-ottering (22 ,s ), the 
Covenant Sacrifice (15 7f -), and the Libation (28 18 ) ; 
the sacrificial material consisted of clean beasts and 
fowls (8 W ), especially cattle, goats, sheep, and 
pigeons (15 9 ). Human sacrifice, it is made Known 
to Abraham, is not required by God (22 lft ). It is 
also recognized that sacrifice is practised outside 
the pale of the chosen line (Ex 18' a , cf. Nu 23 lfr ). 

That the kinds of sacrifice thus distinguished, 
the material of sacrifice, and other features, corre- 
spond to the usage of an early period in t he history 
of Israel is quite certain ; but the references do 
not carry us back to the earliest phases in the 
evolution of Semitic sacrifice. Between the primi- 
tive form of sacrifice and the comparatively com- 
plex and elevated cultus mirrored in these nar- 
ratives there lies a course of development on which 
attention has been recently focussed owing to 
the researches of Wellhausen (Rcste arabisclien 
Heidenthuma) and of W. R. Smith (BS). For the 
re-discovery of the stages and factors of this de- 
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velopnient, reliance is placed on the survivals from 
heathen Arabia, on the vestiges of Phoenician and 
other Semitic cults, and especially on the gift of 
divination which wrests from the phenomena of the 
matured institution a confession as to the course 
of its earlier life- history. The special features of 
Smith's treatment are his insistence on the con- 
nexion of primitive sacrifice with totemism, and 
his scheme showing the derivation of the varieties 
of sacrifice from the alleged primitive form, while 
he also supplements Wellhausen's elucidation of 
the growth of sacrificial ritual and the progressive 
modification of sacrificial ideas. This reconstructed 
chapter of history may be outlined as follows : — 

(a) Evolution of the varieties of Semitic Sacrifice.— The 
original point of departure, as we have already seen, is, 
according to Smith, the sacramental meal, at which an animal 
was devoured which was akin both to the god and his wor- 
shippers, and which in virtue of its sacred properties served as 
a cement to bind together in closer union the Divine and the 
human sharers of the repast (IIS* 818). On this followed a 
process of differentiation, giving rise on the one hand to the 
Sacrificial Feast, on the other to the holocaust. The distinctions 
between the original sacramental meal and the Sacrificial Feast 
are two : the former occurs at rare intervals and the flesh is 
deemed most holy, the latter occurs frequently and the flesh is 
in use as an ordinary article of diet The transition is explained 
on the one hand by the cessation of the belief in the affinity of 
animals to man, on the other by times of scarcity and a grow- 
ing taste for animal food. Less obvious is it why the primitive 
sacrifice, which was essentially a joint -meal, should have 
developed along a second line into a holocaust. The nexus 
is supplied by the following train of speculation. So long 
as the victim was a sacred animal there was but one type 
of sacrifice — the sacramental meal. When totemistic modes 
of thought disappeared, and domestic animals supplied the 
sacrificial material, the victim, since it was no longer deemed 
to be kin, no longer fulfilled the condition necessary to unite 
the god and his worshippers. The only victim that fulfilled 
the condition of being akin to worshippers and worshipped was 
a human victim, and soon solemn occasions recourse was had to 
human sacrifices. The eating of human flesh was, however, re- 
pugnant to natural feeling, and the human victim was therefore 
offered as a holocaust. And, naturally enough, when an animal 
came to be substituted for a human victim the holocaust per- 
sisted as the appropriate form (Lect. x.). By this account the 
evolution is carried forward to the point represented in the 
beginnings of Hebrew history — where the Sacrificial Feast and 
the Burnt-offering exist side by side. 

(6) Development of Sacrificial Ritual. — The oldest Semitic 
form of ritual, it is supposed, is preserved in a description by 
Nilus of a Saracen sacrifice. 'The camel chosen as the victim 
is bound upon a rude altar of stones piled together, and the 
leader of the band, after inflicting the first wound, in all haste 
drinks of the blood that gushes forth. Forthwith the whole 
company fall on the victim with their swords, hacking off 
pieces of the quivering flesh and devouring them raw, with 
such wild haste that in a short interval the entire camel, body 
and bones, skin, blood, and entrails, is wholly devoured ' (Hi?* 
p. 338). In this savage rite we see the first stage of usages 
which were to undergo many modifications before reaching 
familiar shape. — (1) The manipulation of the blood, so im- 
portant in sacrificial ritual, here begins in the form that the 
worshippers lap it as it flows, and the god's portion runs out 
upon the stones. Later the repulsive draught is eschewed, 
and they are content to be smeared with it— a portion being 
sprinkled for the god upon the altar or running into a gutter, 
while some is sprinkled upon the worshippers. This double 
sprinkling survived to historic times in the Covenant-sacrifice. 
Ordinarily, however, the whole of the blood was treated as the 
god's portion, and was conveyed to him on the altar in peace- 
offerings and burnt-offerings, and also in the later piacular 
sacrifices.— <2) Conveyance of other portions to tht god. Assum- 
ing that the above-mentioned rite is primitive, the god origin- 
ally received nothing save a share of the effused blood. 
Gradually, however, other portions, as fat and entrails, were 
assigned to him, and the question emerged as to how they 
were to be conveyed to him. In the case of libations of blood 
or wine, they could be supposed to reach him by absorption 
in the ground, while fat was seen to melt, but the solid in- 
gredients presented a difficulty. An early idea was to expose 
them, and allow them to reach their destination through being 
devoured by wild Iteasts. Next, the use of fire came in — 
originally, as Smith thinks, simply to get rid of the remanent 
portions, but afterwards as the means of carrying into the 
sphere of the gods the sublimated essence or the sweet savour 
of the meal. The usage in which, while the blood is poured 
out on the altar, the essence of the offering ascends in fire 
from the altar, is that which has been firmly established at the 
dawn of Hebrew history (Wellhausen, op. cit. 110 ff., 'Opfer 
u. Gaben'; RS*, Lect. ix.\— {3) Modifications of the human 
meal. Like the drinking of the warm blood, the eating of the 
raw flesh had to yield in the course of time to more refined 
methods. With the appearance of the Burnt-offering it went 

Krtially out of use, while in the Sacrificial Feast it appears to 
ve been at first boiled, at a later period roosted.— (4) Growth 



of opinion as to the significance of Sacrifice. The primitive 
interpretation of the rite as cementing the religious relation- 
ship through the eating of the sacred animal disappeared when 
the people reached the pastoral stage, although the idea 
lingered that food of any Kind had a uniting virtue, and the 
illicit mystic forms of cultus which continued to be practised 
to some extent embodied the original idea. A new interpre- 
tation gained ground with the rise of the institution of pro- 
perty. The worshipper now had somewhat whereof he was 
absolute disposer, not joint-trustee along with the Deity, and 
it had thus become possible for him to confer on the latter a 
favour by the bestowal of what the worshipper was person- 
ally entitled to enjoy. In this way the Gilt theory, which 
is imbedded in so many terras of the sacrificial vocabulary, 
came into existence. The institution of property, in fact, 
from the first exercised an influence that on the whole has 
worked for religious deterioration. At a later stage the gift 
was understood to be in some sense a substitute for the wor- 
shipper. 

The Wellhausen - Smith contribution to the 
evolutionary account of Semitic sacrifice is a 
brilliant piece of work which has profoundly influ- 
enced research in cognate fields. But the attrac- 
tiveness of the ingenious combinations, supported 
as they are by vast and recherclU erudition, neces- 
sitates a reminder of the extremely speculative and 
precarious character of many of the positions. The 
theory credited to Semitic heathenism in its primi- 
tive stage, as already pointed out, is highly proble- 
matical. The construction in question postulates 
the idea of a communion between the god and the 
worshippers due to their assimilating the same food, 
but it cannot be held to be proved that this natural 
enough idea sprang ultimately from a theory that 
the sacrifice was efficacious because the victim 
was akin to both. Further, if the god and his 
votaries were already kin, it is not clear that 
their union could be more closely cemented by 
eating an animal which imported into the union 
no more than was already found in it. As regards 
the genealogical scheme, while Smith makes the 
holocaust a late derivative, and by a complicated 
process, from the sacramental meal, the truth is 
that the two types are always found existing side by 
side — among the Phoenicians as well as among the 
Hebrews ; and, so far as historical evidence goes, 
there is no strong reason for according priority to 
either (Hubert et Mauss, p. 32 ft".). A weakness of 
Smith's position is that his exposition of primi- 
tive Semitic ideas is largely based on late Arab 
practice ; and the next stage must be to test his 
speculations by the results of the researches now 
being actively prosecuted in the older field of 
Babylonian and Assyrian worship (Zimmern, Beit- 
rage zur Kcnnt. der bab. Relig.). 

iv. Sacrifice in Ancient Israel.— From the 
speculative field of prehistoric evolution we ad- 
vance to the period which extends from the Exodus 
to the rise of the 8th cent, prophets. The question 
which encounters us on the threshold is whether, 
and to what extent, Moses organized a system of 
sacrificial worship. The Pentateuch, in its main 
body, represents the work of Moses in this depart- 
ment as epoch-making and final. The Priestly 
Narrative, in the first place, makes no mention 
of a use of sacrifice anterior to Moses, and thus 
suggests, not indeed that it was not previously 

firactised, but that it had then no place in the re- 
igion of the chosen line, and that it had no Divine 
sanction. In the next place it ascribes to Moses, 
as the instrument of God, an elaborate code which 
precisely, and with an aspect of finality, deter- 
mines ' the when, the where, the by whom, and in 
a very special manner the how 1 of sacrifice (Wellh. 
Hist. Isr. p. 52). But the representation is in both 
particulars unhistorical. The use of sacrifice in 
primitive Israel, antecedently more than probable, 
is vouched for by inde]>endcnt tradition. The 
promulgation by Moses of an elaborate sacrificial 
code, which treats ritualistic correctness of detail 
as of paramount importance, is in itself improbable, 
and is inconsistent with the highly flexible practice 
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under the Judges and the early monarchy, as well 
as with the prophetic conceptions of the nature of 
the Mosaic legislation (see below). It is indeed 
difficult to believe that Moses left no impress 
upon the forms of the religious life of the people 
which remembered him not only as emancipator, 
but as prophet (Dt 34 10 ), and it may well be 
supposed that he stands for an early stage in the 
evolution of the institution which culminated in 
the system of the Priestly Code ; but it would be 
a hopeless task to try to disengage the Mosaic 
element in the archaic usages which P certainly 
embodies. In these circumstances it is desirable 
to base the account of ancient Heb. sacrifice on 
another group of sources. Foremost among these 
is JE, whose patriarchal narratives illustrate a 
comparatively early cycle of ideas, and the Book 
of the Covenant (Ex 20 S4 -23"), which chronicles or 
corrects certain features of ritual practised down 
to the 9th century. In addition, great value 
attaches to the incidental references in J udges, in 
the books of Samuel, and in the early Prophets. 

( 1 ) The Sacrificial material consisted of the agri- 
cultural produce of Canaan, animal (Ex 22**), cereal, 
and liquid (v. 39 ). The victims included — of large 
cattle, the old and young of the ox-kind ; of small 
cattle, sheep and lambs, goats and kids. Of birds, 
the pigeon might be used in the Burnt-ottering. 
Wild animals and fish, which figure in the Baby- 
lonian ritual, were not offered. The blood and the 
fat were specially appropriated to Jehovah, and of 
animal products presented to Him we hear of wool 
(HOS2 8 ), butnotof the libation of milk. Meal, which 
was baked into cakes ( Jg 6", Am 5*), was the com- 
mon form of the cereal offering. The valuable pro- 
ducts of oil (Gn 28", Mic6 7 ) and wine (1 S I s4 , Am 2 s ) 
were ingredients of the sacrificial meal, and were 
doubtless also offered in the form of a libation. 
The sacrificial material of the Carthaginians 
agrees with this, except that their code allowed 
many species of birds and also milk {CIS i. 237). 

(2) The varieties of sacrifice were of two types — 
that in which the offering was wholly devoted to 
God, and that in which He received a portion and 
the worshippers feasted on the remainder. Of the 
former use the typical example is the Burnt-offering, 
of the latter the Sacrificial Feast (Ex lO* 18" 20**) ; 
but there are other kinds of offering that have to be 
described which bear distinct names either because 
of the peculiarity of the ritual, or of the special end 
which they were designed to serve. 

(a) The Sacrifieial Feast was probably the oldest 
form, was in early times by far the most common, 
and gave satisfaction to normal states of religious 
feeling. 

The name* by which this type of offering is distinguished in 
BV are Sacrifice and Peace-offering. ' Sacrifice ' (rgj) is some- 
times contrasted with the old generic name (nnp 1 S V s ), 
bat oftener with the Burnt-offering (Ex JO 25 , 1 S 6 10 ), and in 
both cases it is ' the general name for all sacrifices eaten at 
feasts ' {Oxf. Heb. Lex. $. njfl, The sacrifice in tbe narrower 
sense is synonymous with the Peace-offering (ohf), which is 
similarly used to designate the division of offerings which 
were divided between Ood and man (Ex 20M, Am 6»). 
The original meaning of the 077 is obscure. The interpreta- 
tion of our versions rendered by Peace-offering (LXX hrim 
lipnumi) conceives it as the sacrifice offered when friendly re- 
lations existed towards God (oS»*, ' to be whole or at one '>— in 
contradistinction to the macular sacrifices which presupposed 
estrangement. Beiltopfer is somewhat similar in idea. An 
alternative rendering derives it from CW 'to make whole,' 
'make restitution.' in which case it would be originally an 
offering of reparation (Entattunqtopfer), and by an intelligible 
transition a payment of vows or thank-offering (Luther). 

The occasion of the Peace-offering was some 
such event as prompts human beings to come 
together in a festive spirit. Even in the modern 
world the joyful event provokes demonstrations 
and rejoicings which are felt to have their fittest 



culmination in the banquet, and the Peace-offering 
was simply the form taken by the festal banquet 
in an age thoroughly permeated by the religious 
spirit. The opportunity for such celebrations is 
given, not only in the life of the nation and of 
the community, but in that of the kindred stock 
and of the family. In the national life such occa- 
sions for rejoicing occurred in the successful con- 
clusion of a campaign (1 S ll lfl , cf. Jg 16 s *), in the 
cessation of a visitation of famine or pestilence 
(2 S 24 s *), and in the accession of a king to his 
throne (1 K l' s ). In the last ease, and also at the 
dedication of the temple, the provision naturally 
was on the most magnificent scale (1 K 8°). The 
smaller unit of the local community had its special 
occasion for rejoicing in the events of the agricul- 
tural year : firstlings and first-fruits supplied the 
material of a sacrificial meal (Ex 22*"* 1 ). The visit 
of a notable prophet to a town also suggested the 
recognition of the privilege by a sacrificial feast 
(1 S 16 s ). The sept or larger family professed and 
strengthened its kinship by an annual reunion 
which took the form of the sacred banquet (20*). 
Similarly, family religion found occasional ex- 

J session in the pilgrimage of man and wife to a 
ocal sanctuary, where they ate and drank before 
the Lord (1 S I s ). Other events in this sphere 
which were similarly hallowed were the departure 
on a momentous journey (Gn 3l M ), the arrival of 
a guest of consequence (18 1-8 ), the embarkation on 
a new career (1 K 19 s1 ). In general it served to 
keep alive the sense of dependence on God for pro- 
tection and the natural blessings of life, while it 
had the social value of promoting the solidarity of 
the nation and of its component parts. 

(1) A course 0/ preparation was required before 
taking part in the sacred observance ( 1 S 16 8 ). A 
period of continence was ordained (21*, cf. Ex 
I910. U) . an( j lustrations and a change of garments 
constituted the physical holiness which was deemed 
seemly and necessary in approaching the Deity 
(Gn 35 s , Ex 19 10ff ). Naturally, also, it was made 
the occasion for the display of finery and orna- 
ments (Hos 2 13 ). There was recognized, however, 
the necessity of a more spiritual preparation in 
which the heart was touched, or even renewed by 
God ( 1 S 10 9 ). (2) The ritual necessarily varied with 
the material. In the case of the animal sacrifice, 
the blood and the fat were appropriated to God 
(1 S 2"), and were consumed on the altar. To 
lessen the temptation to sacrilege, it was provided 
that the fat should be given to God immediately 
after the slaughtering (Ex 23"). The accompany- 
ing offering consisted of unleavened bread (ib.). 
The remaining portions were divided between the 
priests and the offerers. The sin of the sons of 
Eli was that, instead of taking the share allowed 
by ancient custom, they dipped with a rapacious 
flesh-hook into the cauldron, and also that they 
encroached on the Divine portion by claiming their 
share before the fat had been conveyed to God 
(1 s 2 latf "). At this stage the sacrificial flesh was 
boiled, and it is represented as an objectionable 
innovation that the priests demanded their portion 
raw with a view to its being roasted. The custom 
of boiling the flesh is also commemorated in the 
prohibition of seething a kid in its mother's milk 
(Ex 23")— which probably had its origin, not so 
much in a feeling that the practice was of the 
nature of an outrage, as in heathen associations 
connected with the sacrificial use of milk. (3) The 
reliffious efficacy of the Sacrificial Feast was doubt- 
less differently interpreted according to the degree 
of spiritual enlightenment. The popular idea prob- 
ably was that God w-as entertained at a feast, in 
which He received His portion in the form of fire- 
food, and that the honour and gratification thus 
afforded Him rendered Him well disposed to the 
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worshippers. The offering would thus be con- 
sidered efficacious as bringing the response which 
is naturally elicited by a gift or service. The 
command, ' none shall appear before me empty- 
handed ' (Ex 23' 8 34 30 ), suggests that the practice 
of approaching a monarch with gifts was regarded 
as typical of the approach to Jehovah with offer- 
ings. The use of nop? (gift) in a comprehensive 
sense points to the same interpretation. With 
this, doubtless, was also associated the conviction 
that by eating and drinking along with Jehovah 
friendly relations were both expressed and strength- 
ened. That the sacred life-blood of the animal 
was conceived as cementing the union by constitut- 
ing a physical tie is more problematical (Schnltz, 
AJTh, 1900, p. 209). But these interpretations 
were beginning to be challenged. The higher theo- 
logy excluded the idea of God as a fellow-guest. 
A striking saying, ascribed to Samuel, declares 
offerings worthless without obedience (1 S 16*). 

(6) The Burnt-Offerintf, rr)y (LXX iX*n*Crmftm, iXnuurturit, 
ixtia. ptoium, *A«w<f«nf), ' that which ascends,' is so called either 
08 that which is elevated to the altar (Knobel, Oehler, Nowack), 
or which ascends in flame (Bahr, Keil, Delitzsch). It is usually 
svnonvinous with ' the whole Burnt-offering,' though originally 
the distinction may have obtained that the portion of any 
bloody sacrifice consumed on the altar was designated the npy, 
while only the Burnt -offering consisting of an entire victim 
was a S'V? (Nowack, Arch. ii. 215). 
\ 

If the bright side of human experience, which 
gives birth to joy and hope, had its characteristic 
rite in the Peace - offering, the Burnt - offering 
answered to the mood in which the predominant 
feeling is grief, apprehension, or awe. In certain 
situations, of course, there is a combination of 
joyousness and solemnity, of hope and fear — as at 
the coronation of a monarch, or the conclusion of 
a national covenant with God, and in such cases 
the double aspect has its expression in the com- 
bination of the two types of offering (1 S 10 8 , 
Ex 24 s ). But on occasions of extraordinary solem- 
nity or gravity the Burnt - offering stood alone. 
The deliverance from the Flood, accompanied as it 
may be supposed to have been by overwhelming 
awe at the sweep of God's devastating judgment, 
was marked by the sacrifice of the Burnt-offering 
(Gn 8*°). Similarly on the occasion of a theophany, 
when the sense of privilege is overborne by the 
sense of danger in the presence of Jehovah, the 
Burnt-offering is the appropriate rite (Gn 22 13 , 
Jg 13 16 ). At the beginning of a war, when the 
danger and the dubious issue are keenly realized, 
it alone bespeaks the Divine aid ; nor does the 
leader of the host embark without this appointed 
service on his hazardous enterprise (Jg (J*). It 
would even seem that in perplexity it was used 
with the divinatory purpose, which in Babylonia 
had been one of the principal uses (Jg6 l7ff -). When 
one was driven to extremity by the hatred of a 
powerful opponent, it might be offered in the hope 
of God interposing to change his heart (1 S 20'*). 
In time of peril it might be promised by way of 
vow on condition of success (Jg 11). It has indeed 
been alleged that in periods of national calamity it 
was not offered — the idea being that this was 
useless so long as the wrath of Jehovah was fierce 
against king or people ; but this view rests upon 
an incident in the life of David (2 S 24 13 ) when 
acting under prophetic guidance, and cannot well 
be supposed to represent the prevalent belief. 
(I) The sacrificial- material had consisted, from very 
early times, in one or other of the following : the 
ox-kind, the goat, the sheep, the turtle-dove, and 
the young pigeon ((in 15"). (2) The ritual of the 
Burnt-ottering exhibits survivals of ancient usage. 
Though the usual custom now was to slay the 
victim beside the altar, there are traces of an older 
practice of slaying it upon the altar (Gn 22», cf. 



1 S 14*). The ritual of Gideon is peculiar : the 
flesh of the kid is boiled, it is then put in a basket 
along with unleavened cakes and placed on the 
altar, while the broth is poured either over it or 
on the ground (Jg 6 I9,JW ). The token of accept- 
ance is its consumption by fire. In the later 
period the broth played no part, the flesh being 
consumed raw upon the altar. 

(3) The significance of the Burnt-offering is sug- 
gested by what has been said of its occasions. Its 
object was to secure protection against threatened 
danger, success in the hazardous conflict, deliver- 
ance from the sore calamity ; and if in some in- 
stances it has the appearance of a thank-offering 
after deliverance, the dominant .thought may still 
have been that security was sought against a recur- 
rence of the judgment. Further, it is clear that 
the idea was to ensure safety by performing an act 
which was acceptable to God, and thus dispose 
Him to maintain the worshippers' cause. The 
intention was not invariably to propitiate God in 
the sense of altering His attitude from hostility to ' 
clemency ; the sacrifices of Abraham and of David 
are rendered when God is already at peace with 
them, but they were always at least propitiatory 
in the secondary sense that they were designed 
to prevent God from changing His attitude of 
clemency into an attitude of hostility. As to how 
they were supposed to influence God we cannot 
very confidently speak. The old Hebrew idea was 
that the food actually reached God in the form of 
the fragrant fire-distilled essence, and thus gratified 
Him as an agreeable gift (Gn 8-' 1 ). In this point 
of view it was more efficacious than the Peace- 
ottering, inasmuch as it paid to God greater 
honour, and made Him a more costl}' gift. The 
story of the sacrifice of Isaac suggests the theory 
that the animal was substituted for a human 
victim, but it does not say that Isaac was to die for 
Abraham, and it therefore does not involve the idea 
that the animal victim was understood to bear the 
penalty due to the sin of the offerer. On this view, 
the animal victim represented only the substitu- 
tion of the less valuable for the more valuable 
gift. As in the case of the Peace-offering, it is 
certain that the reflexion which wns rooted in the 
higher faith gradually worked its way to a nobler 
conception than that of gratifying God by the 
delights of a repast. Old forms of expression, 
such as 'sweet savour' and 'bread of God,' con- 
tinued to be used even when it had come to be 
realized that the quality which pleased God was 
the piety which prepared the lire-food. 

Human Sacrifice*, of which OT contains some record, come 
under the category of the Burnt-offering. That they occurred 
in the heathen stage through which the progenitors of the 
Hebrews passed in prehistoric times, can hardly be questioned. 
The practice prevailed throughout Semitic heathendom ; it is 
abundantly vouched for among the Arabs and the Carthaginians, 
and it was in use among the Moabites (2 K 827). The story of 
the sacrifice of Isaac (Gn 22*') clearly implies that the custom 
had been deeply rooted in the past ; the history of Jephthah 
furnishes an indubitable instance from the period of the Judges 
(Jg ll*"'-); and its persistence down to a late period may be 
collected from various prophetic references (Mic ffl, Jer 7 s1 , Esk 
20*6 23"). The main point in dispute is whether 'human 
sacrifices were an essential element of the Mosaic cult us' 
(Ghillany), or whether they 'were excluded from the legitimate 
worship of Jehovah ' (Oehler). The argument for the legitimacy 
of the practice would be considerably stronger if we could 
regard as human sacrifices the slaving of Zehan and Zalmunna 
by Gideon (Jg 8i»"), and of Agag by Samuel (1 S 153, cf. 2 8 
21») ; but these acts may be assigned to the different category 
of executions. In the case of Jephthah it is hard to suppose 
that he expected other than a human being to come forth 
to meet him, and the most that can be said is that the narra- 
tive seems to recognize in the issue a merited punishment. 
The manifest, moral of the sacrifice of Isaac is that the practice 
was ' an alien clement repudiated by conscious Jahwism ' (Hol- 
zinirer on Gn 22'* M ). As to the commandment of Ex 22*. — 
' the firstborn of thy sons shall thou give unto me,'— it is an 
oxegetical possibility that the words point to human sacrifice ; 
but as a normal demand of OT religion, and indeed of any 
sane religion, it is inconceivable (see art. Prihtb ahd Leviucs, 
p. 70"). 
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(«) The Covenant-tacrijlce ig closely related to the Peace-offering, 
although it may be considered to be intermediate between the 
ttfg and the njj. The peculiarity lies partly in the specific 
object,— which is to seal a compact, partly in the ritual. Ac- 
cording to antique practice the formation of a covenant or an 
alliance was sealed by a variety of .-ilea. One form is the 
sprinkling of each party with the other's blood, or the comming- 
ling of the blood of both by smeariug it upon atones. In a 
second form animal blood is employed. Another is the partition 
of a carcase, with the passage ol the covenanting parties between 
the divided parts. Of the latter custom there is an evident 
trace in 1 S 117. After being chosen as king, Saul ' took a yoke 
of oxen and cut them in pieces, and sent them throughout all 
the borders of Israel.' In the text it is interpreted as a threat 
of a like fate being visited upon rebels ; but the form, which is 
reminiscent of the passage through a sundered victim, rather 
conveys an invitation to the tribes to join with him in a cove- 
nant. The form is also recognizable in the ritual employed in 
God's covenant with Abraham (On 15). A heifer, a nun, and a 
she-goat are sundered in twain ; and after nightfall a flaming 
torch, which clearly represents Ood in its action, passes between 
the divided pieces. Another noteworthy feature of the narra- 
tive is that at first birds of prey descend upon the carcase and 
are driven away— not improbably a deliberate repudiation of the 
ancient practice of exposing the god's portion to be consumed 
by wild creatures (v.'l). The second important instance of the 
Covenant-sacrifice connects itself with the usage of cementing 
an alliance by an interchange of blood. At the making of the 
covenant between Jehovah and His emancipated people, Burnt- 
offerings and Peace-offerings are sacrificed; and in connexion 
with the burnt-offering, as it would seem, Moses pours half of 
the blood upon the altar for Ood, while the other half is sprinkled 
on the people (Ex 24«-«). In this type of sacrifice a different 
idea from that of propitiating Ood by a gift is clearly preserved 
— that, viz., of the establishment of communion of life through 
assimilation of the same blood. 

(d) Vegetable offering* were later in origin, and in less repute, 
but must have formed an important division of the offerings at 
the sanctuaries. Meal, baked into cakes, was doubtless a 
common form of offering (Jg tt>9, 1 S l^X The most interesting 
example of this class is the biikwbrkad (C'i»n nnS, k 

wfiuifUttt (rqf) thBuu*, t»u wp*ri*rtu, t« rprfpit) (Ex 26 30 , 

cf. Lv 24**.). This offering, even as regards the number of the 
loaves, is anticipated in the far older Babylonian ritual <Zim- 
mern, Beitriige). The ritual in the first stage followed the 
method of exposure — the bread being laid out on a table in the 
sanctuary ; but the Divine portion is conveyed to the Deity in 
the end by being allotted to the priests. The vegetable offer- 
ings, it should be added, were often associated with animal 
offerings. The Book of the Covenant prohibits the use of 
leavened bread in connexion with the Sacrificial Feast (Ex 2,'i' 8 ). 

(?) The Libation was originally a libation of blood, possibly at 
a later stage of milk and of water (1 8 7*, 2 S 'J3>« preserve a 
recollection of the latter), but in the historical period the chief 
material is oil, which also naturally went along with the cereal 
offerings. The rarity of the mention of the libation of wine, 
which was certainly in use, is not improbably connected with 
the incongruity to more elevated thought of the idea of offering 
to Ood a festal banquet, and also with official opposition to the 
excesses to which the prominence of this element led (1 8 l u ). 
There could not be wanting an instinct that the libation of wine 
was most in harmony with the unethical genius of heathendom. 

v. The Prophets as Reformers of Sacri- 
ficial Worship. — The sacrificial system of 
ancient Israel was the result of a long and com- 
plex formative process. A remote heathen past 
supplied the rudimentary forms, and these nad 
undergone modification under the influence of a 
progressive civilization, and of the early stages of 
a gradual revelation. The system of ordinances 
thus historically given was now to he subjected to 
a testing ordeal. The knowledge of God and of 
His will, which hod been conveyed through His 
dealings with Israel, and which had been under- 
stood in essence by Moses, attained to great clear- 
ness and consistency in the consciousness of the 
8th century prophets ; and, possessed as they 
were by this knowledge, they were compelled to 
examine in its light the past and the future of the 
people, and to sit in jndgment on all the present 
doings of the house of Israel. In particular, they 
could not but ask whether the sacrificial cult, 
which to popular thinking was all but coextensive 
with religion, was needed and justified in view of 
the better knowledge of God. As a fact this was a 
subject which bulked largely in their teaching ; it 
supplied the occasion of much of their strongest 
invective ; and so unqualified was their denuncia- 
tion that it is a debatable question whether they 
proposed the abolition of all sacrificial worship, or 
only its reform. 



That the religious ideal of the prophets involved the abolition 
of sacrifice, as affirmed by various modern writers, is a thesis 
which rests on a partial view of the evidence. ' Their opposi- 
tion to sacrifice,' says Kayser, 'was founded on principle, 
and the real significance or their language is : "No offering, 
but love and right knowledge of Ood " , (AlUest. TheolA p. 
156). This, it is held, is the natural sense of a group of 
passages which represent God as declining offerings, as sated 
with them, and even loathing them. 'To what purpose 
is the multitude of your sacrifices to me? I delight not 
in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. Bring 
no more vain oblations' (Is X ue , cf. Am 5*i-», Hoe Qt-8, Mic 
8* r ). But such expressions may as naturally be understood of 
a conditional as or an absolute rejection of sacrifice. The 
people addressed was a sinful nation, persisting in its sins, 
and the repudiation of offerings at its hand by no means 
implied that sacrifice would be equally unacceptable at the 
hand of a penitent and regenerate people (cf. Smend, AUtett. 
Theol. p. 168). And the view that the repudiation is merely 
conditional is borne out by hints that accompany the more 
extensive prophetic prospects. Thus, Hosea looks forward to 
the cessation of sacrifice as a national punishment or calamity 
(3* 9I«) ; Isaiah predicts that the Egyptians will bring sacrifloe 
and oblation to Jehovah (1021), while Jeremiah very emphati- 
cally includes sacrifices in the purified worship of the future 
(SSW 17»). In short, those who regard the prophets as aboli- 
tionists make a mistake which is common in studying polemics 
—viz. of misconceiving an attack on abuses as an attack on the 
institution which they have infected. 

A second argument adduced is that the prophets lay great 
stress on the fact that in the Mosaic perion sacrifice was 
neither rendered nor ordained (Am 5*», Jer 7 s1 - M), whereby 
they are supposed to claim for a policy of abolition the sanc- 
tion of a sacred period of antiquity. These remarkable pas- 
sages are of great weight in the controversy as to the Mosaic 
contribution U> sacrificial legislation, but in the present con- 
nexion they are not convincing. That Israel did not sacrifice 
during its wanderings (Am 6») was not necessarily an argument 
for cessation, but might equally have in view to win the people 
to a doctrine which certainly was included in the prophetic 
programme — viz. that the place of sacrifice in worship was not 
the all-important, or even pre-eminent, one that was commonly 
supposed. 

The prophetic programme of reform in this 
field embraced both sacrificial practice and sacri- 
ficial theory. (1) Among the practical reforms 
the foremost place belonged to (a) the prohibi- 
tion of heathen sacrifices — i.e. those ottered to 
other gods, to idols (Hos ll 2 , Jer 1 i 1 *), to the 
dead (Ps 106 2 *), and to sacred animals (Ezk 8 1U ). 
In connexion with these the practice of kissing 
the idol is noticed (Hos 13*). To the class of 
heathen sacrifices we may also refer those mystic 
rites in which the victim was an unclean or re- 
pulsive creature (the swine Is 65 4 , the mouse 66 17 ), 
and which may have been an underground survival 
from a very early cult {RS* p. 357 If.), (b) The 
prohibition of certain kinds of sacrifice is also 
enforced— notably human sacrifices (Ezk 20 31 ). It 
is, moreover, difficult to resist the impression, in 
view of the disparaging references to the number 
and costliness of the offerings (Is 1", Mic 6 7 , 
Am 4*, Ezk 20 s8 ), that the school preferred fewer 
kinds and greater simplicity. In particular, 
antagonism to the Sacrificial Peast is strongly sug- 
gested by (c) condemnation of the excesses which 
connected themselves with the sacrificial cult. The 
sacrifices of this type naturally gave occasion for 
revelry, and even for drunken and licentious orgies 
(Hos 4 1 *, Am 2 7 ), and thus an institution conceived 
to honour God became a main instrument in pro- 
moting a national corruption, which called down 
the vengeance of Heaven. While, therefore, we 
cannot regard the prophets as against sacrifice in 
principle, it is at least a probable view, in con- 
sideration of the organic connexion of the sacri- 
ficial meal with the indulgence of fleshly lusts, 
that they meant to discountenance the Peace- 
ottering as the main source of evil, and laboured to 
enhance the credit of those other varieties which 
precluded its characteristic temptations. 

(2) It was, however, on the theoretical side that 
the prophetical protest went deepest, and most 
loudly challenged the existing order, (a) It de- 
manded a revision of the popular estimate of the 
place of the cultus in religion, and in a minor degree 
of the place of sacrifice in the cultus. The current 
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conception was that religious ordinances were the 
grand means of pleasing God, and to this the 
prophets sharply opposed the doctrine that in God's 
view ceremonies are unimportant in comparison 
with morality. Latent in Mosaism, this view 
found striking expression in a saying already 
quoted — ' to ohey is better than sacrifice, and to 
hearken than the fat of rams,' 1 8 15". It is 
the main burden of the prophecy of Amos, and 
finds its classic expression in the ' what doth the 
Lord require of thee?' of Micah (6 6<r -, cf. Hos 6 6 , 
Pr 17 1 21"). The secondary importance of the 
cultus, in fact, was the obvious consequence of 
the soteriology of the prophets. According to 
their teaching it was only on condition of right- 
eousness, after backsliding on condition of repent- 
ance and amendment, that the Divine favour could 
be ensured ; failing the fulfilment of this condi- 
tion, ceremonial religion only provoked the Divine 
anger ; and it was therefore out of the question to 
treat the two as of co-ordinate rank. And, further, 
even within the sphere of the cultus it is not granted 
that it is the all-important form of ' service.' Hosea 
attaches high importance to the teaching function 
of the priests (4°), while in more than one passage 
preference is manifestly exhibited for the exercises 
of prayer ('calves of the lips,' Hos 14*) and for 
sacred song (Ps 27 8 ). 

{b) The significance of sacrifice for the prophets 
remains to be considered. With the cultus thus 
depreciated, and the pre-eminence of sacrifice in the 
cultus challenged, in what sense was it possible 
to maintain its efficacy ? After what has been 
already said, it is inconceivable that they supposed 
it to be acceptable to God in the capacity of a 
gift. The God who claimed the whole life for 
duty was not likely to be influenced by a present 
or a meal. And from the point of view of their 
high theology the Gift-theory fell to the ground 
as untenable, even ridiculous. In the first place, 
God did not experience the wants which the offer- 
ings supplied ; in the second place, even if He did, 
the offerings were already God's property, not 
man's to present (condensed in Ps 5U 10 ). If sacri- 
fice had any efficacy at all, it needed another 
explanation for those who had realized the true 
God. This it possessed as a vehicle for the ex- 
pression of the sentiments, and for the revelation 
of the spirit of the life, of those who sincerely 
served or sought God. Its efficacy, in short, was 
neither more nor less than that of prayer, which, 
on its part, is of value not as an act considered in 
it«elf, but in virtue of the aspirations and the 
sincerity which find voice in it. That in the pro- 
phetic valuation the function of sacrifice was 
identical with that of prayer, cannot indeed be 
conclusively proved, but it is the view which best 
harmonizes with their religious theory ; and it 
derives confirmation from several considerations. 
In the patriarchal narratives, which embody a 
measure of the prophetic spirit, it is usually 
associated closely with the prayer of adoration 
and petition, suggesting that the spoken word 
serves the purpose of making the action articu- 
late. In the case of the sacrifice of Abel, again, 
the ground of acceptance manifestly was the 
disposition of the worshipper, which disposition 
prayer equally with sacrifice would have served 
to bring to expression. Especially significant is 
the fact that in certain passages the offering of 
words is demanded (Hos 14 J ) — the implication 
being that they served the same purpose as sacri- 
fice in making the appeal of prayer to God, and 
that they were preferable in that they were less 
likely to foster evil practices and to encourage 
superstition. 

The Dcuteronomic Reformation made the influ- 
ence of the prophetic school to tell along another line 



on the development of the sacrificial system. The 
suppression of the local sanctuaries, and the con- 
solidation of worship in Jerusalem, which had its 
spring in prophetic inspiration, had far-reaching 
consequences. One immediate consequence was 
to detach sacrifice from the everyday life of the 
people, and to reduce it in the main to an element 
in the worship in which national religion found 
expression. Naturally also the Sacrificial Feast 
ceased to be as practicable as when it had been 
observed in their several districts by the smaller 
unite of the family and the clan, and it tended to 
give place to the typo of the holocaust in which 
the people looked on at the consumption of the 
offerings in the service of God, whether directly 
or by His priests. With the decay of the Sacri- 
ficial Feast, moreover, the spirit of worship was 
altered — the joy of the table being swallowed up 
in a deepening sense of the solemnity of the col- 
lective worship, and of the more imposing rites 
to which it cave prominence (Wellh. Proleg. Eng. 
tr. p. 76 ff.; Nowack, Arch. ii.). 

Sacrifle* in Deuteronomy— While in general Deut. reflects the 
prophetic doctrine of the superiority of morality to ceremony, 
it is far from representing the abolitionist standpoint ascribed 
to Amos. Its list of offerings includes burnt-offerings, peace- 
offerings, heave-offerings, votive-offerings, free-will offerings, 
first-fruits, while it prohibits human sacrifices (18 10 ). the drink- 
ing of blood (12 23 ), hair-offerings and mutilations (14'). Among 
its leading interests are to conserve somewhat of the joyous char- 
acter of sacrifice in spite of the centralization of worship ( 127), ami 
to ensure a sufficient portion to the priests from the sacrifices, 
— in the case of animal offerings the shoulder, two cheeks, and 
the maw (18 s ). The animal victim, it is also emphasized, must 
be without blemish (17*). The sacrifice in expiation of an 
uncertain murder (21 s ) is interesting for its peculiar ritual, 
manifestly antique, while it is obviously excepted from the 
centralization of the worship. 

vi. The Sacrificial System of the Priestly 
Code. — With the downfall of the kingdom of 
Judah, involving the destruction of the Temple 
and the deportation of the people, Hosea's pre- 
diction of the cessation of sacrificial worship was 
fulfilled. Whatever relief individuals might there- 
after find in recurrence to simple forms of offering, 
or by conforming to heathenism, the nation as 
such, broken as it was and dispersed, was deprived 
of the stated means of communion with God. Yet 
the visitation which had thus overwhelmed Judah, 
and reduced its institutions to ruins, was not in- 
terpreted by its religious leaders as a Divine 
condemnation of its system of worship. The 
writings of Ezekiel bear testimony to the hopes 
of a great prophet touching the restoration of the 
Temple and its solemn ordinances. The priests 
who escaped into exile carried with them a minute 
knowledge of the Temple services, possibly also 
written summaries of the rules that had governed 
the elaborate system of offerings and ritual ; and 
it may well be believed that, ere the Temple with 
its solemn rites faded from living memory, it was 
realized to be a pious duty to compile a faithful 
record of the ancient sanctities and glories. 
Cherished as a monument of the past, this record 
naturally became, in the prospect of a new national 
existence, the basis of a practical religious pro- 
gramme. The dream of restoring the old worship 
on the old sacred ground, in a second Temple of 
Jerusalem, was one which must have irresistibly 
appealed to the pious exile. But restoration did 
not preclude adaptation and amendment. Novel cir- 
cumstances, foreign impressions, deeper reflexion, 
required that the legacy from the past should be 
handled with freedom as well as with piety. The 
result of the two factors — obscure as was the pro- 
cess — was the Priestly Code, which was adopted 
as authoritative at the Reformation under Ezra, 
c. 444, and which thenceforward regulated Jewish 
worship and gave its characteristic note to Jewish 
religion. The sacrificial system described in this 
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code (Leviticus, Ex 25-31. 35-40, Nu 1-10. 15-19. 
25-30) we have now to analyze. 

1. Forms of Sacrifice. — The arrangement of the 
complicated enactments of the code has heen at- 
tempted in different ways, hut the more satisfactory 
method is to adopt as the leading clue the distinc- 
tion of kinds and varieties. The classification of 
the Levitical sacrifices may, however, be carried 
out from different points of view. 

The main principle of division has been sought 
in the distinction of the subjects on behalf of whom 
sacrifices were offered. 

It is on this principle that Maimonides bases his interesting; 
and instructive nummary of the sacrificial laws (Prvefatio in 
quintam Mitnm partem, iii. 1 ff.)- The varieties, he premises, 
may all be reduced to four groups — the Sin-offering, the Guilt- 
offering, the Burnt-offering, and tho Peace-offering ; and the 
victims were of Ave species — sheep, cattle, goats, young pigeons, 
and turtle-doves. In reference to the subjects, his classification 
(slightly transposed) is as follows : — 

1. Sacrifices offered on behalf of the whole congregation : — 
(a) in the exercise of its ordinary religious duty, under a 
stated ritual, and tied to stated occasions (Sabbath, Mew 
Moon, Feasts); (b) on the occasion of some collective or 
public transgression. 

2. Sacrifices offered on behalf of the individual :— (a) in Tirtue 
of his connexion with the theocratic community as an official 
or ordinary member, e.g. the Passover ; (b) on a special occa- 
sion— e.g. a sin of word or deed, a bodily accident, a misfor- 
tune in business, the end of a fixed period, the obligation of a 
vow. 

The Levitical sacrifices have also been classi- 
fied with reference to the different ends which they 
served in the approach to the Deity. 

The usual division from this point of view is into honorific, 
designed to render due homage to God, and piaeular or ex- 
piatory, designed to make atonement for sin — to which, since 
w. R. Smith's work, it has been usual to add sacrifices of com- 
munion. The distinction which Oehler lays at the basis of his 
discussion is expressed by him {Theology of OT, Eng. tr. p. 423) 
ag follows : — ' We refer the four kinds of offering to two higher 
classes— those which assume that the covenant relation is on 
the whole undisturbed (Peace-offerings), and those that are 
meant to do away with a disturbance which has entered into 
this relation, and again to restore the right relation (of the 
people or of separate individuals) to God ' (Burnt-, Sin-, and 
Guilt-offerings). 

The division founded on the distinctions of 
the sacriiieial material — animal, vegetable, or 
liquid— is the most obvious, and may be followed 
here as of adequate importance, while not pre- 
judging the difficult question of the purpose of 
sacrifice. 

(i.) Animal sacrifices are by far the most im- 
portant, and in P it appears that a re-valuation 
has taken place of the two ancient types. The 
Peace-offering of which the worshippers claimed a 
large share is overshadowed by the Burnt-offering, 
with which are now associated two kindred sacri- 
fices—the Sin-offering and the Guilt-offering, falling 
to God and His ministers. 

(a) The Burnt-offering: (n^j? Lv 1, Ex 29*H', Nu 28»«", 
Lv 6i ff ), which stands at the head of the group, owes its 
position to the fact that its purpose was the most general, that 
the victims were of pre-eminent value, and that at this stage it 
was regarded as most perfectly embodying the sacrificial idea 
(Knobel-Dillmann on Lv 1»). (1) The victim* were the ox-kind, 
sheep, goats, turtle-doves, or young pigeons,— in the case of the 
animals it was prescribed that the victim should be a male, as 
the more valuable, and without blemish (1», for a list of 
blemishes cf. 2S*»). (2) The ritual to be observed includes the 
following points In the case of the animal victims :— (a) Action 
of the offerer— imposition of hands f Lv 1«), slaughter of the victim 
at the door of the tabernacle, to the north of the altar (vv.*- MY 
flaying and cutting up the carcase (v.«), washing of the entrails 
and legs (v.»). (b) Action of the prUtt— manipulation of the 
blood which is sprinkled about the altar (v.»), disposition of the 
pieces upon the wood of the altar (v.8), burning the offering (v.»). 
The dove was killed by the priest, and its crop and feathers 
were flung aside as unsuitable (v.'**-). In the above ritual 
the occasion presupposed is a private sacrifice, which might be 
rendered as the result of a vow or spontaneously (22 18 ). (3) The 
occasions of this sacrifice were in the main connected with the 
collective worship, of which it formed the chief element. The 
daily services of the temple consisted of the continual Burnt- 
offering (i'9fi n?j?X wherein a he-lamb was offered every 
VOL. IV.— 22 



morning and evening, accompanied by cereal oblations and by 
libations (Ex S0*» , Nu 28'-»X On holy days it was celebrated 
on a magnified scale : on the Sabbath two pairs of lambs were 
offered (Nu 2S»- W) ; at the New Moon, at the Passover, and at the 
Feast of Weeks it consisted of two bullocks, a rani, and seven 
he-lambs, with corresponding increase of the concomitant 
offerings (vM* ).—The purpose oj the Burnt-offering may be so 
far understood from its use as the constant element in the 
organized worship of the community. It was not connected 
with any particular form of transgression, but was appropriate 
as the means of approach to God of a people, or of individual 
persons, sensible of God's majesty ana holiness, and of their 
standing in His sight. The effects are described from three 
points of view— that it is a 'savour of rest-giving' (i.«. acceptable) 
to God (OfoPJ'in Lv 1»), that it surrounds the worshipper with 
a ' covering ' (vfo Tp;^ 1*), and that it cleanses from ceremonial 
impurity (14»X On this point »ee PmorrruTioB, i 4. 

The later period of the monarchy was a period 
of national calamities, culminating in ruin and 
exile, which were interpreted by the prophets as 
a judgment upon national sin. Under these con- 
ditions there was naturally a strong disposition to 
strengthen the nation's interest with Jehovah by 
the multiplication of solemn sacrifices, and during 
the Exile future safety might well seem to lie in 
the development of the system of bloody sacri- 
fices. It is thus that the fact has been plausibly 
accounted for that two kinds of sacrifice, which 
occur only in name in the earlier history, figure in 
Ezekiel somewhat prominently, while in P they 
almost rival in importance the Burnt-offering. 
These are the Sin-offering and the Guilt-offering 
(AV Trespass-offering). 

(*)The Bin -offering (ninjn, LZZ [«] rtpl or i*Ap k/tmssimti is 
mentioned 2 K 12", but there signifies presents or fines paid to 
the priests. In Ezekiel the special occasions on which it is 
prescribed are the dedication of the altar (43><W.), the annual 
cleansing of the sanctuary (45"- 1 "), the consecration of prince 
and people on festal occasions, including Passover week (46«- »), 
and the return of a priest to duty after purification (44 2 ). In 
the ritual the outstanding features are the sprinkling of the 
blood of the victim on the doorposts of the temple (45 1S ) and 
ou the four horns of the altar (43»), and the burning of the 
carcase without the sanctuary (v.M). The regulations of P may 
be thus summarized : — (1) DenefieiarUs and appropriate victim 1. 
For a ruler the suitable offering was a he-coat (Lv 4«), for an 
ordinary person a she-goat (4"), a ewe-lamb (4**), a turtle dove 
or young pigeon (5W-X or a cereal offering (5") ; for priests (4*), 
Levites at their install Uion (Nu tfi), and for the whole congrega- 
tion (Lv 4»), a bullock, for the latter also a he-goat (Nu 15«). 
On the Day of Atonement a bullock was offered for the high 
priest, and two he-goats for the congregation (Lv 16*B- 1 (2) 'I he 
ritual included the following acta : (a) imposition of hands, and 
slaughter of the victim by the offerer (4*) or the representa- 
tives of the congregation (v.'*); (6) manipulation of the blood, 
which was sprinkled before the veil, smeared on the horns of 
the altar, and poured out at the base (v.7) ; (c) disposal of the 
carcase, whereof the choice and fat portions were burnt on the 
altar, while the skin, entrails, and (in some cases) the ordinary 
flesh were burned without the camp (v.«t ). The remaining flesh 
was not burnt, but fell to the priests, when the offering did not 
concern themselves (6>3 10i»»*.). (3) The object of the sacrifice is 
otherwise conceived than in Ezekiel. With the latter it mainly 
appears as a service of consecration for holy places, in P it is de- 
signed for the ' covering ' of minor offences(Lv 6'-«), the removal of 
ceremonial uncleanness(12 6 and atonement for sins of ignor- 
ance (nj)7? 4 s - & *0. By the last it might be understood, either 
that the wrong-doer was ignorant of the law, or that he acted in 
forretfulness of the law. (4) As to the effect of the sacrifice, 4, 
is declared that a ' covering' takes place and the sin is forth ven 
(4*.»). 

(e) The Guilt-offering, A V Trespass-offering (C^H [LXX TtJrl^ 
iyttlmt, to rix «Xti^ii«Ai.«(, r, t>.r,fuiixuii\, ' offence,' then repara- 
tion made for the same), occurs in this general sense in the 
older history (1 8 6»», 2 K 1217). The allusions to it in Ezekiel 
are incidental, and show that in his time it had already gained a 
footing, and that its special character was generally understood 
(40 s8 42" 44» 46*>). — The Oceanian of thcQuilt-offering, according 
to P, is unwitting trespass against the ordinances of God, in 
respect either of holy things (Lv 6 16 )or of the rights of property 
(6 11 * ). The special feature of the regulations is that reparation 
is demanded for the trespass, with the addition of a fine, one- 
fifth of the value of the thing to be restored, which goes to the 
priest (6 1 *! Where the injury is a private wrong, restitution is 
made to the injured party, failing whom or his heirs it goes to 
the priest (Nu — The victim is usually a ram (58), and the 
ritual is similar to that of the Sin-offering (Lv 7'). The ' cover- 
ing ' of the trespass and the forgiveness of the offender follow 
upon the acceptance of the offering (6 7 )- 

The distinction of the Sin-offering and the Guilt- 
offering has been felt to be a matter of some diffi- 
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culty, aggravated by the fact that the latter was 
wrongly supposed to be in view in Lv 5 1 * 1 *. The 
principal views which have been held are— (1) that 
the Sin-offering was for sins of omission, the Guilt- 
offering for sins of commission ; (2) that the former 
operated objectively by averting punishment, the 
latter subjectively by appeasing the conscience ; 
(3) that the former was offered because of open, 
the latter because of secret sins. Unmistakably, 
however, the specific feature of the Guilt-offering 
is the preliminary act of restitution ; and its 
occasion would thus seem to be those cases where 
the sin which had been committed allowed of 
an act of reparation. Th.e Sin-offering was re- 
quired in cases where the harm done could not 
be undone or measured. The designation of the 
suffering Servant as a Guilt-offering (Is 53 10 , not 
•offering for sin') indicates that the highest 
degree of efficacy was ascribed to this form of 
offering. 

In the ritual of the Day of Atonement the 
bloody sacrifices were combined in an impressive 
way, and invested with peculiar features. 

(d) The Peace-tiff* ring (□ , coV? nji, LXX 
rvrr.pif) is brought under fixed regulations. In Lv 7"* three 
varieties are distiniruished — (1) thank - offering* (a^JWJ rtjl), 
(2) votive offering* (*nj njjX and (3) free-will offerings (njT 
The view of Hengstenberg, that the thank-offering is 
an alternative generic name, equivalent to peace • offering, 
and that the votive offering ana the free-will offering are 
the species, is inconsistent with the fact that a different 
treatment of the sacrificial flesh is prescribed tor (1) as 
compared with (2) and (3). As to the distinction of the 
three varieties, the most satisfactory explanation is that 
which interprets the thank-offering as a response to experienced 
acta of Divine goodness, while the votive offering and the 
free - will offering are connected with expectation of benefit 
and supplicatory prayer. The first, in short, was contemplated 
only after blessings received, while the last two were decided 
on when some special blessing was still awaited at the hand of 
God. The supplicatory pair, again, were distinguished in this 
way, that the free-will offering was presented in Bupport of the 
prayer, while the votive offering was promised as conditional on 
the granting of the boon. ' The latter did not need to be pre- 
sented if the prayer was not granted, the former had already 
been presented, even if the request continued unfulfilled' 
(Kurtz, Sar. H'orthip, Eng. tr. p. 2B2X— (a) The victim* are the 
same as in the holocaust — oxen, sheep, and goate, but not pigeons. 
It was accompanied by a cereal offering mingled with oil (Lv 7 12 ). 
In view of the less solemn character of this offering, the regula- 
tions as to quality are relaxed : the female animal is allowed as 
well as the more valuable male (Lv 36), and for the free-will 
offering the principle of the unblemished character 19 not 
rigidly insisted on <22»). (ft) The ritual corresponded in its 
first stages with that of the Burnt-offering and the Guilt- 
offering. The imposition of hands, the killing of the victim, and 
the sprinkling of blood upon the altar are common to it with 
the holocausts, (c) The distribution of the tacrifice includes God's 
portion — consisting of fat pieces (3 s8 -), the priest's portion — 
consisting of the breast (fjlj) and the right fore-leg (p«?jn pis' 
7 30 32), while the worship;>er received the residue. The parts 
assigned to the priest were handled in a peculiar way, on 
account of which they are described as the breast of the 
wave-offering, and the thigh of the heave-offering (Ex 29 2 ")- 
The ceremony of the wave-offering (nr»p, consisted in 
moving the portion backwards and forwards in the line of 
the altar, with a motion somewhat similar to that of a saw 
(Is 10' j). 'The swinging in a forward direction,' says Oehler, 
' was a declaration in action that it properly belonged to Him ; 
whilst the movement back again denoted that God on His 
part returned the gift, and assigned it as His own present to 
the priest' (I.e. ii. 0). The handling of the heave-offering 
(!7~nfl) is interpreted in a similar way by Kurtz, following the 
Jewish tradition, as a symbolical act, whereby the offering was 
presented to God by being lifted upward (I.e. p. 209 ff.); but 
according to most moderns heaving was not an act of worship, 
but only the preliminary act of detaching a portion from the 
rest of the carcase for consecration (see Ofkkr, } 5). In any 
case it is certain that the mode of viewing the waving must soon 
have extended to the heaving, and marie it equally a religious 
ceremony and a vehicle of ideas of consecration. The breast 
which was waved fell to Aaron and his sons (Lv 7 31 ), the heave- 
shoulder to the officiating priest (7 ;a ). (cf) The portion of the 
wtrthippen was enjoyed at a .sacrificial meal. In the case of 
the thank-offering the whole had to be consumed on the day of 
the sacrifice (Lv 7 13 ), while the feast furnished by the two other 
varieties might be extended ovr the second day (v.i«). At the 
end of the fixed time the remnants were burned with fire 
without the camp. (<•) The eject of the Peace-offering is only 
referred to in a general way : it is a ' savour of rest-giving ' 
unto the Lord, i.e. acceptable to God (Lv »»). 



On a review of the regulations which have thus 
been sketched, it appears that the following dis- 
tinctions maybe drawn : — (1) In respect of destina- 
tion, the Peace-offering stands by itself as a sacri- 
ficial meal, while the remaining three are conveyed 
entire to God or to God and His ministers. (2) In 
respect of ritual, certain acts are common to all — 
the imposition of hands, the sprinkling of blood on 
the altar, the burning of the fat portions, but the 
other portions are either burned on the altar 
(Burnt-offering) or outside the sanctuary (Sin- 
offering and Guilt-offering). (3) In respect of occa- 
sion, two were elements of normal public wor- 
ship (Burnt-offering and Peace-offering), two pre- 
supposed exceptional relations between God on 
the one hand and the community or the individual 
on the other (Sin-offering and Guilt-offering). It 
is indeed too much to say that in connexion with 
the former the sacrilicer always stood upon the 
ground of salvation, in connexion with the latter 
he had fallen from a state of grace. The use of 
the Sin-offering in the matter of the consecration of 
temple buildings and furniture does not suggest 
the rupture of covenant relations, nor does it 
appear that the sacrificer of a Guilt-offering had 
fallen from a state of grace more surely than any 
ordinary member of the community. He was 
probably a man of unusual sanctity and tender- 
ness of conscience, and the point was, not that his 
sin was particularly heinous, but only that it was 
particularly definite. Moreover, it was only on 
the assumption that he was still ' in a state of 
grace ' that he was allowed to sacrifice at all : for 
the sins which led God to cast men off no sacrifice 
was accepted. The view, in short, that there 
were two classes of sacrifices contemplating re- 
spectively the pardoned and the unpardoned is 
much less tenable than the view that all four 
were at one in contemplating the community as 
being in a state of guilt, and requiring to be 
constantly reconciled to God. They have, in 
fact, become— not excepting the Peace-offering in 
its later interpretation— piacular sacrifices which 
dispose God to mercy, procure the forgiveness of 
sin, and avert punishment Behind this lies the 
question as to the ground of its efficacy, or the 
modus operandi, which in view of its importance 
will be treated in a separate section. 

(ii.) Vegetable offerings consisted of the produce 
of the tilled field and of the vineyard, but not of 
garden-herbs or the fruits of the orchard. They 
were sometimes an accompaniment of the bloody 
sacrifice, sometimes independent. 

The Meal- (AV Meat-) offering (vol. til. p. 309) (nnjz? of P, 
LXX Dv€.m) was a preparation of flour and other ingredients. In 
the older practice the quantities probably varied, and features 
of the later practice which have been noted are the fixing of 
the measure (Ezk 40*- U. H), the prohibition of leavened bread 
and honey (Lv 2 11 ), and the substitution for ordinary meal of a 
fine sort of flour(Wellh. I.e. p. 441). (1) Among the independent 
Meal-offerinq* we place the list in Lv 2, although it has 
been strongly contended, chiefly on dogmatic grounds, that 
a bleeding sacrifice is presupposed as a basis (see review 
of opinions in Kurtz, p. 304 ft ), (a) Varieties are distinguished 
according to the different processes used in preparing the 
flour, viz. kneading it with oil, baking it in an oven, a baking- 
pan, or a frying-pan, and bruising ears of corn. (6) Other 
ingredients added were, in all coses salt (2 1S ), in most cases 
oil, in one case incense (v.i*). Under stress of poverty a cereal 
oblation might also be presented as a Sin-offering, but with- 
out oil or incense (5 ll,r ). (c) The ritual resembled that of the 
Sin-offering so for as consistent with the difference of material 
— a portion being consumed by fire on the altar, while the 
remainder fell to the priests (Lv (!'4«.). (rf) The eject* of cover- 
ing sin, and delivering from its consequences, are ascribed to it 
in common with the Sin-offering (S'», but see Propitiatiok, 
j 11 g). Special effects which are attributed to it are such as 
the insurance of the reliability of the trial by ordeal (Nu 6 |ltr ), 
where oil and incense are excluded. 

(2) Aasiciincoinitant of the animal taerifiees the Meal-offering 
had a prominent place in the sacrificial system. It was indeed 
laid down that no Burnt-offering or Peace-offering was legitimate 
without the cereal oblation (Nu 15. 28. 29X In the public 
worship of common days and festivals it bore a stated propor- 
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tioti to trie number and material of the burnt-offerings (Nu 
15 ]fr > Occasions where the material and the ritual undergo 
modification are the consecration of the priests (Lv 8»), the 

Sresentatiou of a thank-offering (7 12 ), and the sacrifices of the 
azirite <Nu (U7). 

The She wbread is regulated by a minute ritual (Lv 24 Bff ), 
specifying the material, the number and size of the cakes, 
the manner of their arrangement on the table, and the use of 
incense (v.7). The sacrosanct character of the offering, of which 
part fell to the priests, is emphasized, and it seems to have the 
special significance of recalling to God the terms of His covenant 
(v."). See, further, art. Shewbbbad. 

(Hi.) Drink-offerings and Incense-offerings.— The 
libation LXX ovorMi) appears at this stage 
only as an accompaniment or element of another 
kind of offering. 

We have already met with oil as an ingredient of sacrificial 
cakes. Exek. (463* 40") and P (Numb.) fix the quantity, though 
with variations, required in consideration of the number and 
quality of the victims. Neither in this case nor in that of wine 
(Nu 18) is anything said of the manipulation of the Drink- 
offering. The oil was probably used in part for kneading, in 
part treated as a libation. The wine was piobably poured into 
a gutter, whence it drained into the ground. 

On the Incenie-offering (rnbp, LXX ButuipM, O'ipp irjfcij) 
see art. Ikckmsb; and on other forms which would fall to be 
noticed here, see First-p&uito, Titub, and art. Priests add 
Levites, pattim. 

2. The Efficacy of the Bloody Sacrifices is of such 
importance, and has figured so largely in the 
history of theology, as to call for separate treat- 
ment. The questions that have to be discussed are 
two— (1) the nature of the benefits which were 
conceived to flow from the sacrificial worship ; 
(2) the manner in which the offerings were con- 
ceived to operate so as to procure the desiderated 
boons. 

( 1 ) The Benefits procured by sacrifice. — These fall 
into two classes, which, to our thinking, are very 
clearly distinguished. In one group of cases the 
purpose is the cancelling of guilt, in the other 
the removal of ceremonial unclennness. In other 
words, sacrifice has both a moral and a physical 
occasion. 

(«) The Expiation of guilt is the leading purpose 
of the Levitical sacrifices. Their office is to cover 
or make atonement for sin. The word employed to 
describe this specific effect is -1??. This efficacy is 
connected with all four kinds of principal offerings : 
the objects of the covering are persons and sins, 
the covering takes place before God, and it stands 
in a specially close relation to the sprinkling of 
the blood and the burning of the sacrificial flesh 
(Lv l 4 etc.). The view that the main purpose of 
the Levitical sacrifices was the obliteration of 
guilt has, however, been traversed by Ritschl, who 
finds the necessity for the covering, not in the 
moral but in the natural attributes of God, not in 
the sinfulness but in the crenturely condition of 
man (Lehre von der Rechtfertigung u. Versbhnung, 
Bd. ii.). 

TJ?, originally to cover, then to expiate— either as pleasing 
Ood by covering His table, or by hiding from His sight (cf. old 
Babylonian sacrificial term kippuru, 'to wash away, atone,' 
Ziromem, op. eit., Vorwort). But from what, according to 
Ritschl, does sacrifice hide? Throughout the OT there is evi- 
dence for the belief that to see or meet with God involved 
destruction (Gn 32*> Jacob, Jg 6» Gideon, 13» Manoah), and 
this being so it was necessary to take measures for self-protection. 
This was found in sacrifice. ' From the majesty of God per se 
the destruction follows of those who come before His face as 
perishable creatures— provided that their life is not preserved 
of divine grace ' (p. 203 ff.). To the common view, which makes 
the sacrifice an atonement for sin, Ritschl objects that it is in- 
credible that God would have prescribed for His covenant 
people a sjstem which presupposed that they were to be per- 
manently under His wrath. But wc have no analysis of the 
consciousness of those witnessing a theophany which makes it 
clear that it was the mere presence of God, not of God as holy, 
that led the Israelite to expect death. In the later period 
at all events, when the holiness of God and the prevalence and 
heinousness of sin had been so profoundly realized, it is impos- 
sible to doubt that what invested the approach to God with its 
character of peril was above all the consciousness of the con- 
trast between Divine holiness and human guilt. The strength 



of this penitential feeling no doubt varied in the case of dif- 
ferent offerings, as well as with different worshippers, but it 
could never be wholly absent from the educated theocratic 
conscience. See, further, art. Propitiation, esp. } 17. 

(h) Purification from physical nnrleanness, as a 
condition of re-entering the religious life of the 
community, is also an important function of sacri- 
fice. The circumstances constituting this cere- 
monial uncleanness are mainly three — participation 
in the processes of sexual life, contact with a 
corpse, and recovery from leprosy. 

(«) As regards the first category-, there were degrees of unclenn- 
ness, and the major degree, which entailed a sacrificial puri- 
fication, attached only to morbid sexual conditions and to the 
position of a woman after child-liearing (Lv 15. 12*). The 
sacrifices prescribed for the purification of a mother were a 
lamb for a Burnt-offering and a dove for a Sin-offering. 

(0) The defilement diffused by a dead body was intense, long- 
sustained, and removed in a peculiar way (Nu 19>& is 31»). 

The Sacrifice 0/ the lied lletfer (Nu 191".), which was appro- 
priated to purify from this form of defilement, presents certain 
curious features of ritual. The victim is a red heifer without 
spot (v.i). The use of the blood is confined to sprinkling seven 
times towards the sanctuary. With the Sin-offering it has a 
certain affinity, but in this case the whole of the carcase — skin, 
flesh, blood, and dung, mixed with fragrant ingredients — is 
burned without the camp. The extraordinary feature of the 
offering, however, is that the main purpose is the procuring 
and reservation of the ashes (v.»). These gave its virtue to 
the holy water which was sprinkled on the third day on those 
contaminated by the neighbourhood of the dead, and this 
procured them purification on the seventh day (v.>2). For a 
discussion of the symbolism see Kurtz, p. 422 ff. ; for the 
evolutionary aspect, US 2 pp. 351, 354, 376. See, further, art. 
Red Heipsr. 

M The recovery of a leper was marked by two series of rites 
(Lv 14i-s«). Iq the first stage one bird was killed over a vessel 
of running water, and another, after being dipped in the 
coloured water, was allowed to escape (vv.s. 7). i n the second 
stage the man offered a Guilt-offering, a Sin-offering, and a 
Burnt-offering (vv.is-3i)_wiih the peculiar provision that blood 
from the Guilt-offering was smeared on the right ear, the right 
thumb, and the right great toe of the offerer (v."). The same 
rite was observed for the purification of houses infected in 
some such way as is typified to us by 'dry-rot' (1*** ; see art. 
Lbprosv). 

In the matter of these purificatory rites, two outstanding 
(acts have to be explained— the temporary isolation of persons 
and families under certain physical or pathological conditions, 
and the association of sacrifices of an expiatory kind with their 
readmission to the life of the community. The temporary 
isolation has its manifest explanation in a regard to the health 
of the community, which recognized permanent sources of 
danger in the sexual life as well as in leprosy and the death- 
bed. Less apparent is it why the same kinds of sacrifice which 
expiated guilt should have been required in connexion with 
events with no moral complexion — such as the natural calamity 
of disease, and the Joyous event of birth. But the matter 
becomes partially intelligible when we recall the doctrine, 
widely operative in OT, as to the strictly retributive character 
of natural evils. When sickness was interpreted as a judgment 
because of open or secret sin, when death, especially premature 
or sudden death, was similar! y construed, the obvious pro- 
cedure was to approach God with a remembrance of the pro- 
curing cause, and to make atonement for the guilt. Nor is it 
difficult to bring child-bearing within the same sphere of ideas. 
The pangs of child-birth were naturally regarded from this 
standpoint as penal : in J they were interpreted as a punish- 
ment expressly inflicted _ because of woman's share in the 
primal sin (Gn 3 1S ) ; and it is quite intelligible that on restora- 
tion to the fellowship of her people the mother's sacrifice 
should be directed to cancel the guilt in which her sufferings 
were believed to have their spring. See, further, art. Unclean, 
UXCUEANKMS. 

(e) The Consecration of persons and things for 
sacred uses appears as a further prominent function 
of the Levitical Sacrifices. The ceremonies at the 
consecration of the priests have been discussed 
elsewhere (see Priests and Levites, pp. 70 f., 83). 

The consecration of the temple - furniture by 
means of sacrifice, esp. the Sin - offering, is a 
prominent feature in the ordinances of Ezekiel 
(43 awr '). In Exodus minute instructions are given 
as to the consecration of the tabernacle in all its 
parts by means of holy oil (20 M 40 MS , cf. Lv 
gio. ji) The idea of Riving to a building and to its 
furniture the character of physical holiness was 
certainly antique, and even yet maintains its 
ground in opposition to the view that the only 
character which consecration can confer on material 
objects is reservation for religious uses. It had its 
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roots in the conception that God is merely a visitor 
on earth, and that He can only appear in those 
places which have been detached from the earthly 
sphere, and which have acquired certain of the 
characters of His heavenly home (Jn 4*- 81 ). 

(2) The Sacrificial Theory of the Levitical legisla- 
tion. — The theory has been the subject of keen and 
prolonged controversy. That the sacrificial worship 
was ordained as a means of grace, and indeed as a 
condition of pardon and communion, is evident ; 
but we have further to ask what was the precise 
function ascribed to sacrifice in the legal economy. 
And at this stage, it may be confidently premised, 
the sacrificial theory has shed the antnropopathic 
ideas which operated in the earlier ages. If the 
ritual embodied forms and phrases descending from 
the period of religious childhood, the crude ideas 
which first shaped them had been outgrown and 
forgotten. The theology of the prophets had too 
deeply saturated the religious thought of Israel to 
make it possible for any but an elevated doctrine to 
gain official recognition. The gift-theory of Spencer, 
as Biihr observed, is involved in insurmountable 
difficulties if the attempt is made to prove its 
vitality and persistence in an age whose conscious- 
ness was dominated by the unity and spirituality 
of God {Symbolik, ii. 275). Equally does the same 
objection press against the view that the sacrifice 
may still have been construed as a gratifying meal ; 
while it is generally admitted that the theory of 
a communion physically mediated by the sacri- 
ficial feast, whatever part it may have previously 

I tlayed, was now quite outside the horizon of 
sraePs religious teachers. Another theory, which 
has also had some vogue, may bs summarily set 
aside as belonging to a plane of thought incom- 
patible with the deeply religious spirit of the 
Pentateuch. This is the view which reduces the 
system to the level of police regulations by inter- 
preting the sacrifices as essentially fines, and as 

Srimarilv designed to punish and check wrong- 
oing. The explanations of the Levitical sacri- 
ficial theory which have so far survived in the 
controversial struggle operate with higher forms 
of thought. These explanations vary not a little 
in detail, but substantially they may be reduced 
to three types according as they seek to elucidate 
the subject with the help of the three Christian 
categories of substitutionary satisfaction, prayer, 
and sacrament. In addition, there is a widely 
diffused opinion that either no sacrificial theory 
is propounded, or that it is not consistently carried 
through in the later legislation. 

(i.) The theory of a Penal Substitution is entitled 
to precedence, not only on historical grounds, but 
also because of the prima facie support which it 
has in the biblical evidence. The salient points of 
the theory may be summarized as follows — (1) as a 
sinner the offerer was under the wrath of God, and 
his life was forfeited ; (2) by a gracious provision 
he was permitted to substitute an immaculate 
victim, to which his guilt was transferred, and 
which was put to death in his stead ; (3) the vica- 
rious death of the victim was accepted by God, 
who, on the ground of the satisfaction offered Him, 
received the worshipper to peace and fellowship. 
As to a fourth point — wherein the ground of the 
satisfaction lay— opinion has differed within the 
school. The usual Protestant view has been that 
the ultimate ground of the sinner's acceptance was 
the sacrifice of Christ which the victims typified, 
and even that reflective minds might have risen 
at the OT stage to a realization of this real ground 
of forgiveness with which their typical ritual 
brought them into touch. Others held that the 
sacrifices had per se a true expiatory efiicacy in 
relation to the Bins of the offerers (see Outram, p. 
248 ff.; Fairbairn, ii. p. 304). 



The essential feature of this theory, then, is that the death of 
the animal victim was of the nature of a vicarious punishment — 
i.e. ' some evil inflicted on one party In order to expiate the guilt 
of another, in the sense of delivering the guilty from punishment, 
and procuring: the forgiveness of sin ' (Outram, ib.\ The evidence 
on which chief reliance is placed is contained in the ritual of the 
Day of Atonement (see Ar. akkl). In this ceremony it is distinctly 
stated that the high priest confesses the iniquities of the children 
of Israel over the scapegoat, that the goat carries their iniquities 
away into the desert, and that he who lets the goat go incurs 
defilement (Lv ICC"). In the case of the Sin-offering there is 
a similar contamination conveyed by the victim (v.*), and, 
although the transference of guilt is not expressly mentioned, 
it is argued that this offering is clearly governed by the same 
ideas. Further, it is contended that the acta common to the 
ritual of all of the bloody sacrifices are expressions of the 
substitutionary idea, (a) The immaculate quality of the victim 
fitted it to take the place of the guilty ; (£) the imposition of 
hands had the significance of setting it apart as a substitute, or 
imputing to it the sinner's guilt, or both ; (c) the slaughter of 
the victim was the carrying out of the penal substitution ; 
(rf) the sprinkling of the blood on the altar attested to God that 
an animal had been slain as an atoning sacrifice ; (<•) the con- 
sumption by fire had the significance, on the older view, of the 
consignment of the substitute to eternal fire,— on the newer, of 
bringing the transaction before the mind of God (Kurtx, pp. 
128-140; Fairbairn, ii. p. 803 ff. ; Cave, p. 12311.). In the Judg- 
ment of roost modern scholars, the theory in question is un- 
tenable, and for the following reasons : («) the death of the 
victim cannot have been vicarious, since sacrifice was not 
allowed for sins which merited death (Nu 15*>), only for venial 
transgressions ; (3) a cereal offering might also atone (Lv (Ul-l*), 
and in this case there could be no idea of a penal substitution ; 
(y) the victim was slain by the offerer, but on the theory in 
question should have been put to death by the priest as God's 
representative ; (i) the assumption that the imposition of hands 
involved a transmission of guilt is inconsistent, not only with 
other references to this practice, but with the fact that the 
sacrificial flesh was treated as most holy, and might be eaten 
by the priest ; (i) the oentral act of the sacrifice was, not the 
act of slaughtering, but the manipulation of the blood, which 
was viewed as the seat of the onimil soul, or as a life which 
was presented to God (Dillmann, AltUtt. Thiol, p. 468. On the 
Imposition of Hands, see Driver's note in Priesthood and 
Sacrifice, p. 89). 

Of the above arguments, at least (a), (*y), and (8) 
are of undeniable weight ; but how much do they 
prove ? Simply this, that the idea of penal sub- 
stitution is not one which has been consistently 
transfused throughout the entire sacrificial system. 
The various kinds of nnimal sacriiice, with their 
common element of ritual, are certainly not the 
creation of one man, or of one school, by whom 
they were shaped with a single eye to making 
them the vehicle of a particular sacrificial theory. 
The sacrificial system of P clearly embodies a 
large inheritance of forms and usages which had 
been created by earlier modes of thought, and the 
legislators did not feel called upon to recast every 
rite in a spirit of doctrinaire consistency. But 
when this has been said the possibility still remains 
that the sacrificial forms of most recent growth, 
and the most likely therefore to reveal the ideas 
of the compilers, embody the idea of propitiation 
through penal substitution.. In the case of the 
sacrifice on the Day of Atonement, as we have 
seen, there is a transference of guilt, and the con- 
clusion is drawn that the flesh becomes unclean ; 
in the case of the Sin-offering as much is suggested ; 
and it is a reasonable view that the interpretation 
thus given was meant to supply a key to the less 
articulate language of the other bloody sacrifices. 
The locus classicus, Lv 17", is not sufficiently 
definite to serve as a ground for rejecting the view. 
Moreover, the presuppositions of such a sacrificial 
theory were already recognized in OT religion. 
That sin is universally prevalent, that it provokes 
the Divine anger, and that its due recompense is 
suffering and death, had long been axiomatic in 
the higher teaching, and had been impressed 
upon the popular mind by numerous examples of 
public ana private judgments. Further, the pro- 
phets had been wont to describe the judgments of 
God upon the nations as sacrifices, and it was a 
familiar enough idea that the consummated sacri- 
fice was one in which the vengeance of God was 
fully wreaked upon a i>eople in the carnage of a 
battlefield, or in the atrocities of the sacked city. 
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On the prophetic view, indeed, as has been main- 
tained, theie were only two possible modes of 
Divine reaction against sin — viz. the execution of 
the destroying purpose, or forgiveness on the 
ground of repentance and reformation. But there 
was a third possible development of thought. The 
sacrificial system was maintained, and even grew 
in honour, and it was an obvious reflexion that, in 
place of the consummated sacrifice of destruction 
spoken of by the prophets, God accepted as a 
surrogate the sacrifice of animal victims. That 
the idea of substitution was already familiar 
appears from Gn 22™ (offering of a ram in place of 
Isaac), and at a late stage the vicarious idea is 
used to explain the sufferings of the righteous 
Servant of Jehovah (Is"53). And given the doctrine 
that sin entailed death, and that one being might 
suffer in room of another, it was a highly natural, if 
not an inevitable step, to go on to suppose that the 
rite of sacrifice combined the two ideas, and that 
the slain victim bore the penalty due to the sinner. 

(ii.) The Prayer-theory may serve to designate 
the group of interpretations which rest on the 
fundamental idea that the efficacy attached to 
sacrifice was due to the fact that it symbolized the 
religious sentiments which are the condition of ac- 
ceptance with God. While on the former view the 
victim is held to take the place of the offerer in 
bearing the doom which he has merited, on this view 
it is held to be the mere vehicle for the expression of 
his devout sentiments and longings. The purpose 
of the sacrifice, as with prayer, is to serve as an 
index of what is in the worshipper's heart, and its 
virtue is exhausted in bringing this before God. 
Further, as prayer is of various kinds, so different 
writers have given to sacrifice varying interpreta- 
' tiona corresponding to these kinds : by Philo, e.g., 
it is construed as chiefly expressive of spiritual 
aspiration, corresponding to the prayer of supplica- 
tion ; for Bahr it has the function of expressing 
hatred of sin and self-surrender to God, correspond- 
ing to the prayer of confession and supplication ; 
while Maurice also emphasizes the note which 
corresponds to the prayer of adoration. 

The views of Bahr, though he adopts a different rubric, belong 
to this type. He finds the key of the system in Lv 17 11 — ' the soul 
placing itself at the disposal of God in order to receive the gift of 
true life in sanctification ' (p. 211). From this point of view 
the ritual undergoes a new interpretation. A valuable and un- 
blemished victim is selected as symbolical of the excellence and 
purity to which the offerer aspires ; the death is ne cessar y only in 
order 10 procure a life which may be offered to God ; the sprink- 
ling of the altar is the presentation of the life, still resident in 
the blood, to God. A simpler version of the theory is given by 
Oehler, who emphasizes the vital point in saying that ' the self- 
surrender of the person sacrificing was accomplished vicariously 
in the offering' (p. 632) ; and the discussions of Maurice centre 
round the same idea (p. 67 ff., 'The Legal Sacrifices'). Schultz 
holds that the Priestly Code was strongly dominated by the 
teaching of the prophets, and that the significance of all kinds 
of offerings was simply that which belongs to genuine worship. 
The Burnt-offerings and the Peace-offerings were a mode of 
adoration, while ' the ground of purification in the Sin-offering 
(and the Guilt-offering) is that God accepts the sacrifice, and 
that man in this offering, enjoined by God as the embodied 
prayer of a penitent, expresses his confession, his regret, his 
petition for forgiveness ' (A vur. J our a. Tkeol. 1900, p. 310). 

The exegetical arguments by which this view 
has been supported are of no great cogency. Lv 
17", on which Bahr places such reliance, is at the 
most a contribution, though this doubtfully, to 
the view that the atoning element was the pure 
life which was offered, not the death through 
which it passed. In any case it does not give ex- 
pression to the characteristic idea of the symboli- 
cal theory. * It is never said in any manner of 
circumlocution that the blood of the animal slain 
atones for the offerer by symbolically representing 
the soul of the offerer ' (Cave, p. 250). The inarticu- 
late evidence of the ritual is no more favourable. 
It is true that it can be so interpreted as to fall 



in with the theory, but no part of the rites or 
appended commentary speaks so strongly for the 
theory as do the sacrifices of atonement for the 
idea of vicarious punishment. A further objection 
which has been pressed by Kurtz and others is, 
that it is alien to the spirit of revealed religion as 
the religion of grace, inasmuch as it grounds the 
acceptance of the sinner upon his own worthiness, 
or at least on the worth of his sentiments and 
resolutions. This, however, is indecisive : to say 
that prayer alone is efficacious is not to say that it 
is meritorious. Weightier is the objection, that 
on the Prayer-theory correct ritual could not claim 
the paramount importance which it possesses in 
the Priestly Code. Further, the view could never 
be popular that sacrifice had no efficacy other 
than that of a vehicle for the expression of the 
spirit of worship ; and the Priestly Code, which has 
all the character of a popular religion, may well 
be supposed to have taken account of the common 
need, and to have supplemented the spiritual- 
ized thought of the prophets on the subject of 
sacrifice with a theory which made the ottering an 
objective, an independent, and as such a deeply 
efficacious ground of obtaining or preserving the 
favour of God. 

(iii.) The Sacramental idea has also been widely 
used to elucidate the sacrificial theory of the Pen- 
tateuch. But to describe the sacrifices as of the 
nature of sacraments does not supply a definite 
theory as to the real questions at issue. The 
category called in to explain the problem is itself 
ambiguous, and when it has been accepted it has 
still to be explained whether the efficacy of a 
sacrament is understood in the Roman or the 
Zwinglian sense, or in accordance with an inter- 
mediate type of doctrine. 

Thus a Protestant theologian claims for the sacrifices that 
they possess the sacramental notes ; they were signs of spiritual 
realities : they not only represented but sealed and applied 
spiritual blessings, and their efficacy was proportioned to faith 
(Scott, Sacrifice, p. 288). Similarly, a Roman Catholic divine 
teaches that there were certain Mosaic ceremonies to which 
something of a sacramental character attached, notably the 
Passover, which corresponded to the Eucharist, the purificatory 
rites, which corresponded to the sacrament of penance, and the 
consecratory sacrifices, which corresponded to the sacrament 
of ordination (Hunter, Dot/mat. Thai. iii. 172). But this means 
only that they have agreed to use the same name, not that 
they are at one as to the theory of the modut operandi— which is 
the point in dispute — of the OT sacrifices. That the use of the 
sacramental rubric, so far from introducing us to a definite 
theory, rather serves to obscure the issues, appears from the 
fact that it Is adopted by writers who differ toto calo as to the 
rationale of sacrifice. "The acceptance of the sacrifice by 
Jehovah,' nays Bahr, ' and His gift of sanctification to the wor- 
shipper, gives to the sacrifice the character of a sacramental act' 
(ii. p. 211). At the same time Cave, who devotes considerable 
space to the refutation of Bahr's distinctive positions, discusses 
the nature, the method, the extent, and the efficacy of the 
Mosaic atonement under a title which affirms that the Mosaic 
sacrifices had ' a sacramental significance ' (p. 138 ff.). Yet again 
the sacramental title has been claimed by Robertson Smith for 
the idea, which is not alleged to be consciously present in the 
Priestly Code, that the union of the worshippers with their God 
was cemented by the physical bond of a common meal. 

Reasons might, indeed, be given for resting 
satisfied with the Sacramental interpretation — as 
that it does justice to the element of mystery, or 
that it contributes a formula in which those may 
rest who think the controversy fruitless. But an 
independent theory it is not, and when closely 
examined is found to branch off either into the 
Prayer-theory, or into some modification of the doc- 
trine of an objective atonement, which has its thief 
illustration in the theory of penal substitution. 

(iv.) There remains the view that no sacrificial 
theory underlay the Levitical code. The earlier 
ideas, which attached themselves to the efficacy of 
a gift or of a uniting meal, had been discredited 
in the course of religious progress, and the legisla- 
tion, it is supposed, had nothing definite to put in 
their place. 
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' A precise answer to the question how the sacriflcial worship 
influenced God, men were unable to give.' What was certain 
was that it was of Divine appointment ; for the rest it was a 
mystery. ' When, in the blood of the Sin-offering, the tie be- 
tween God and His people was renewed, what was felt was the 
weird influence of the incomprehensible' (Smend, p. 324). 

The impression made by the code, however, 
rather is that the matter was so well understood 
as not to require explanation, than that it was so 
mysterious as to be incapable of explanation (cf. 
Lv 17 11 )- It seems, besides, improbable, in view 
of the share that the mind invariably claims in 
religion, and of the fact that every preceding phase 
had its accompaniment of illuminating idea, that 
at the culminating stage thought abnegated its 
function, and took refuge in the category of mys- 
tery. More likely is it that the step deemed by 
Holtzmann inevitable at a later stage was already 
taken, and that the chaos of confused ideas result- 
ing from the discredit of old views was averted by 
the assertion of the substitutionary idea — 'the most 
external, indeed, but also the simplest, the most 
generally intelligible, and the readiest answer, to 
the question as to the nature of expiation' (Neutest. 
Theol. i. p. 68). 

vii. Sacrifice in Judaistic Practice and 
Doctrine. — The authority of the Pentateuch en- 
sured for its sacrificial legislation a prominent place 
in the religious life of the Jewish people subse- 
quent to the Exile. By the destruction of the 
Second Temple, a revolutionary blow was subse- 
quently struck at the socriticial system, inasmuch as 
offerings could no longer be presented at the place 
and in the manner appointed by God. In the 
necessarily brief sketch of this part of the subject, 
we confine our attention to the two points of out- 
standing interest — the theory of sacrifice prevalent 
in the Jewish schools before the rise of Christianity, 
and the way in which Judaistic thought, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, accommodated itself to 
the suspension of its sacrificial cult. 

1. The old Jewish theory of sacrifice, could we be 
confident of recovering it, would possess priceless 
interest as helping to elucidate the sacrificial ideas 
of those who, like St. Paul, passed through the 
school of the synagogue. Unfortunately, the date 
of the material collected by Weber (Jiid. ThcolJ* 
38 ff.), and utilized by Pfleiderer and Holtzmann, is 
somewhat uncertain ; and it is always open to 
doubt whether a dictum is not a product of later 
Talmndic reflexion. The ideas and tendencies 
most satisfactorily vouched for may be thus sum- 
marized : — 

(o) Sacrificial worship was not regarded as of pre-eminent 
importance, but was co-ordinated, as a condition of pleasing 
God, with knowledge of the Law, and with the performance of 
good deeds. That a higher valuation of sacrifice did not ob- 
tain was due partly to prophetic influence, partly to the later 
developments of the religious life. The temple had now ita 
complement and competitor in the synagogue, which was the 
sphere of the larger part of religious activity, as being the 
ordinary place of worship ; and, as the exposition of Scripture 
and tradition was the most prominent element in the worship 
of the synagogue, the Rabbi and the scribe tended to over- 
shadow the priest in popular estimation. Thus a dictum 
ascribed to the period of the Second Temple has it that an 
ignorant high priest is inferior to the wise man, even though 
the latter be a ' bastard ' (Weber, p. 88). 

(b) Recognition is accorded to a class of acts serving a function 
similar to auinial sacrifices, but belonging to a higher order. To 
this category belong the merits of the forefathers. The merits of 
Abraham, in particular, served to cover the sins of his posterity. 
Suffering especially had expiatory quality. By penal and 
disciplinary sufferings, and above all by death, atonement was 
made for sin. A much higher degree of efficacy attached to the 
sufferings and death of the righteous, as foreshadowed in Is 53. 
The death of the righteous is expressly compared, In point of 
efficacy, to the Day of Atonement (P esitta, 1746). The trial of 
Abraham, the lamentations of Jeremiah, all the dolour of the 
prophets, and all the anguish of the martyrs, constituted a 
ground for the forgivenew> of sin in Israel. Even the penal 
sufferings inflicted by God ujwn the Egyptians and other 
hereditary foes of Israel have the character of a ransom for the 
chosen people (Weber, p. 320 ff. ; cf. HolUmann, Xeuteit. ThtoL 
Lp.64l) 



(e) Interpretation of sacrifice in the sense of substitution. 
The rise of ideas of substitution with imputation of guilt 
and merit has been indicated in the previous section. If, as 
is probable, these were already associated with the sacrificial 
system, it can be readily understood how they were extended to 
explain the merits and the sufferings of the fathers. If, on the 
other hand, ihey originated independently, it cannot be doubted 
that at this period they profoundly influenced the sacrificial 
theory. From the belief in the vicariousness of the death of 
the righteous, it was an easy, an inevitable transition, to belief 
in the substitution of the animal victim. The idea of penal 
substitution supplied an intelligible popular answer to the 
question, which could not fail to be raised, as to why and how 
sacrifice procured the favour of God; and although express 
statements of the idea are few (2 Mac 7«, 4 Mac the evi- 
dence points to this mode of thought having become current. 
' Everything pressed towards the assumption that the offering 
of a life, substituted for sinners according to God'* appoint- 
ment, cancelled the death penalty which they had incurred, and 
that consequently the offered blood of the sacriflcial victims 
expiated sin as a surrogate for the life of the guilty' (Holtz- 
mann, p. 88). The Philonic interpretation of sacrifice m sym- 
bolic of self-sacrifice was too philosophical and gave too little 
religious assurance for general acceptance. 

During the period in question, the sacrificial 
regulations were observed with the utmost scrupu- 
losity, and with all due pomp and solemnity. But 
at the same time a process was going on which 
was loosening the hold of sacrifice upon the Jewish 
mind, and in which the conviction was already 
finding half-articulate expression, that it was not 
a complete provision, and even that it was not 
vital to the communion of the people with God. 
Had no such loosening taken place, it is diffi- 
cult to conceive how faith in God could have 
survived the blow which at one and the same 
time robbed the Jews of their fatherland and 
their organized national worship. A living belief 
in the necessity would naturally have issued, 
when sacrifice became impossible, in apostasy to 
heathenism. , 

Of sacriflcialpractice at the close of the period some glimpses 
are given in NT. Allusion is made to the sacrifice of the minor 
Burnt-offering at the presentation of Jesus (Lk 2 s *), the sacrifice 
of the Passover (Mk 14'*), the union in sacrifice of a Oalilman 
group (Lk 13!), the offering after recovery from leprosy (Mt S 4 ), 
the votive offering (Ac 21»X and money offerings "(Lk 21*). 
Joeepbus gives a somewhat minute account of the sacriflcial 
system for the information of the Gentile world {Ant. pa$*im), 
leaving the impression that it was thoroughly normative for con- 
temporary practice. The intermission of the sacrifice offered 
for Cawar's prosperity marked the beginning of the Jewish war 
(BJ li. xvii. 2). The seizure by John of the store of wine and 
oil, used in the Burnt-offerings, and their distribution among 
the multitude, made the Roman conquest, he thinks, only a 
merited counterpart of the doom of Sodom (v. xiii. 6). 

2. Readjustment of Judaistic thought with the 
cessation of sacrifice. — To the new conditions cre- 
ated by the destruction of the Temple, theology 
accommodated itself by the theory that other 
observances were accepted as a substitute for 
sacrificial worship. The study of the Law took the 
place of the rites of the altar, and even took over 
the characteristic designation of the latter (nii^). 
The knowledge of the Law, it was taught, was 
more valuable in the sight of God than the con- 
tinual Burnt-offering, and even than the building 
of the sanctuary (Megilla 36, 166). In particular, 
it was held that the duty of offering the legal 
sacrifices had been superseded by the duty of 
studying the laws relating to the subject (Pesikta 
606). The other observance which is treated as 
an equivalent for the abolished service is Prayer, 
in accordance with which a parallelism was worked 
out between the order of the daily sacrifices and 
the order of daily prayers, and also between the 
varieties of sacrifice and the different kinds of 
prayer (Weber, p. 38 ff.). 

It was also natural that the idea of the merits 
of the righteous, especially of pious sufferers, 
should continue to gain in significance and em- 
phasis. The destruction of Jerusalem compre- 
hended an unparalleled tale of horrors, and involved 
in suffering and death many innocent and right- 
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eous persons ; and it might well be believed that this 
was a consummated sacrifice whereby full atone- 
ment had been- made for national sin (Weber, p. 
323 f.). 

15. The Sacrificial Doctrine of NT. 

It is open to question whether in an undisturbed 
course of development sacrifice would have main- 
tained its place in the religion either of the Jewish 
| or of the Gra?co-Roman world. On the one hand, 
it possessed many features which justified its posi- 
tion as the central religious rite— it lent itself to 
imposing ceremonial, it was peculiarly fitted to 
thrill the physical nature of the worshippers, it 
satisfied the instinct which prompts men to give 
to God what costs them something, it supplied 
an external ground of confidence, and it was hal- 
lowed by its immemorial antiquity. But, on the 
other hand, it was menaced by more than one 
factor in the higher civilization of the ancient 
world. On the aesthetic side there must have 
been some considerable feeling to the effect that 
the public slaughter of cattle, especially with 
such accompaniments as were observed at Roman 
festivals, could not be retained in a period of 
advancing refinement as the appropriate form of 
worship. Still more, the conceptions of God 
prevalent in the Stoic and Platonic schools raised 
the question as to whether animal offerings were 
really acceptable to God, while the scepticism of 
others turned upon the system the shafts of 
ridicule. The Jewish Church, in its turn, con- 
tained within it, in the prophetical teaching, a 
set of principles which at least involved the con- 
clusion that sacrifice was unnecessary, from which 
it was no long step to the position that it should 
be discontinued. TJut, whatever the issue might 
have been in the natural progress of refinement and 
theological reflexion, the question was settled both 
for the Jewish and the Gentile world by two 
extraordinary events. The destruction of Jeru- 
salem, as we have seen, brought about the aboli- 
tion of sacrifice in one way, and in another 
Christianity destroyed the system in the name of 
a higher fulfilment. 

i. NT Appreciation or thb OT Sacrifices. —The teaching of 
| Jesus on this subject, as recorded in the Synoptic report, has 
two outstanding features : (1) the recognition of the Divine 
authority of the sacrificial law, and of its binding character 
upon the Jews ; (2) the accentuation of the prophetic doctrine 
of the pre-eminence of the moral over the ceremonial. He 
assumes that His hearers offer sacrifice (Mt 5**), and He enjoins 
i a recovered leper to make the offering required in the Law 
: (8<). Did He Himself join in the sacrificial worship? He 
whose presentation as on infant was accompanied by a Burnt- 
offering, whose death was preceded by the celebration of the 
Passover, and who made it a maxim to conform to the laws of 
the Jewish Church even when knowing Himself unbound by 
I them, certainly did not hold aloof from the temple-worship of 
which sacrifice was the central act With equal certainty we 
may assume that it was only as an element of collective worship 
that sacrifice was used by Him. But, while at this stage sanc- 
tioning sacrifice. He adopts the saying of Hoeea that ' God will 
have mercy and not sacrifice' (Mt 9»* 12'), and accounts the 
scribe who gives a similar valuation as not far from the king- 
dom of Ood (Mk 12 s *). The second prophetic axiom, that sacri- 
fice is worthless with uu repented sin in the background, finds 
utterance in Mt 5**- a*. Had this lieen all the evidence, it could 
have been held, and with greater confidence than in the case 
of the prophets, that Jesus contemplated the continuance of 
I sacrifice as a subordinate element m the religious life. The 
abolition is involved in the announcement of the establishment of 
a new .-oveuant (Mt 2<P», Mk 142*; Lk 22»), with the implication 
of the disappearance of the old economy and all its sacrifices. 

The direct references of St. Paul to the subject are not 
numerous. The observance of the sacrificial law was still main- 
tained to some extent among the Jewish Christians, and the 
apostle on one occasion associated himself with four men who 
went through a purification ending in offering (Ac 21*). _ In 
1 Co 10 18 he speaks as if the purpose and significance of one kind 
of sacrifice were well understood 1 " ■— i~ •l»«lj^:fid to esrahlish 
communion or fellowship with Ood, it might be wun aemons, 
and of the worshippers one with onothcr, through the medium 
of the sacrificial meal. The principal aspect in which the OT 
sacrifices presented themselves to 1 irn was the typical. In 
themselves they belonged to the beggarly elements, but they 
pointed forward to a satisfying and enduring ground of recon- 
ciliation with Ood. 



The Epistle to the Hebrews contains an express and full 
discussion of OT sacrifice. As kinds it distinguishes gifts and 
sacrifices — i.e. unbloody and bloody offerings, and regards the 
sacrifices of the Day of Atonement as the crown of the system. 
The purpose was deliverance from sin the beneficiaries 
were priests and people, but the contemplated end was not 
fully attained. That they were ineffectual for the purpose 
in hand was proved from the restricted scope of their claim 
(' sins of ignorance,' 9"), from the imperfections and burdened 
consciences of the worshippers (10* »), from the necessity of the 
repetition of the offering* (v.2), and from explicit declarations 
of God (v. 5 ). The conclusion is that they accomplished only a 
bodily or ceremonial purification (O 13 ), and that, as merely typical 
of a real salvation, they were a transitory provision (10'')- In 
so for as blessing flowed from them in the old dispensation it 
was attached to the faith accompanying them (11*). 

In general we should distinguish two stages in 
the thought of the apostles on this subject. In 
the pre-Christian stage they had believed in the 
full efficacy of the Levitical sacrifices, and in the 
Christian they regarded them as chiefly valuable 
because of their witness to their own inadequacy, 
and to the complementary work of Christ. 

ii. The Perfect Sacrifice of the New 
Covenant.— It was, then, axiomatic for the NT 
writers that the system of OT sacrifices had been 
abolished by Christ. This conclusion was not, 
however, founded on the belief that sacrifice was 
a superfluous rite, but on the conviction that the 
OT sacrifices, which had possessed some value rela- 
tive to their time, had been superseded by a sacrifice 
of a nobler nature and of absolutely certain efficacy. 
This was the sacrifice offered up by Christ. In the 
NT doctrine of Christ's sacrifice, now, we may 
distinguish five points, on three of which the testi- 
mony is unmistakable, while the other two are 
left in some obscurity. The points on which the 
teaching is clear are (1) the sacrificial character of 
Christ's death, (2) the blessings which proceed and 
flow from it, (3) the conditions on which these 
are appropriated. The debatable ground is reached 
when it is attempted to fix the NT conception of 

(4) the nature or material of Christ's ottering, and 

(5) the manner in which it operated towards God as 
the procuring cause of the blessings of redemp- 
tion. 

(1) The interpretation of Christ's death as a 
sacrifice is imbedded in every important type of 
the NT teaching (Ritschl, ii. p. 161 ; Cave, p. 284). 
The silence of St. James and St. Jude raises no 
presumption against the idea being part of the 
common stock of Apostolic doctrine. It has been 
denied that St. Paul adopts the category (Schmidt, 
Die paul. Christologie, p. 84), but the denial rests 
on dogmatic rather than on exegetical grounds 
(Ritschl, ii. p. 161). The interpretation was given 
by Jesus in connecting His death with t he Sinai t ie 
sacrifice of the Covenant (Mt 26* Mk 14* 1 Co 
11"), and it is expanded and presented by the 
apostles under various points of view. 

The evidence for the Apostolic construction is as follows : — 
(a) It is expresslv stated that Christ was offered as a sacrifice 
—rpffP* (Eph 62, He 0'-"), 0vr/« (Eph 62, He 9"). (b) A 
saving efficacy is ascribed to the blood or the cross of Christ, 
and in these cases the thought clearly points to the forms of 
the altar (Ro 3*» &», 1 Co 10>«, Eph 1' 2", Col 1», He 91* 1 P 
11 1», 1 Jn V 6 s - 8, Rev 1»). (c) The correspondence is worked 
out between Christ's death and the different OT sacrifices — 
esp. the Sin-offering (Ro 83, He 18'>, 1 P 8>8), the Covenant- 
sacrifice (He 9 152a X the sacrifices of the Day of Atonement 
(He 2" 9«»). w> the Passover (1 Co 6*). (ct) The distinctive 
acts of the OT sacrificial ritual are shown to have been repeated 
in the experience of Christ— the slaying of the immaculate 
victim (Rev 6« 13 s ), the sprinkling of the blood, both in the 
sanctuary as in the sin-offering (He 91s* - .) and upon the people 
as in the Covenant-sacrifice (1 P l 2 ), and the destruction of the 
victim, as in the case of the Sin-offering, without the gate 
(He 13") (Ritschl, ii. p. 157 ff.; Sanciay - Headlsm, Rmnant, 
d. 91). (c) The specific effect of sacrifice — expiation or pardon 
of sin— oeing ascribed to Christ's death, points in the same 
direction (t&.). 

Nor for the apostolic age was the description of 
Christ's death as a sacrifice of the nature of a mere 
illustration. The apostles held it to be a sacrifice 
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in the most literal sense of the word, and it is not 
difficult to appreciate various reasons why they 
clung to, and even gloried in, this interpretation of 
the death. It was not merely that they received it 
with the impress of Christ's own authority. It pro- 
vided them with their bestdefeme against a popular 
calumny: without altar and offering Christianity 
lent colour to the suspicion that it was at bottom 
irreligious if not atheistic, and the one effective 
means of removing the natural prejudice was to 
show that it embodied the doctrine of a literal and 
necessary sacrifice. Farther, it solved to thsir own 
minds the speculative difficulty arising out of the 
death of Christ. Judged by acknowledged canons, 
His crucifixion had the aspect of a retributive 
judgment, — at the least, of a repudiation of His 
mission by God ; but this explanation, in view of 
their faith in Christ and the event of the resur- 
rection, was an impossibility. On the other hand, 
it was not intellectually satisfying to treat it as a 
mere mystery, and to point to the fact that it had 
been foretold by the prophets. The needed intel- 
lectual relief was found in bringing it under the 
category of the victim-death winch God had of 
old appointed, not as the punishment of the victim's 
sin, but as a means of blessing to others. Above 
all, the sacrificial interpretation met a religious 
want — the need, all but universally felt, of a 
ground of confidence external to self on which 
to rest in approaching the majesty and holiness 
of God. 

(2) The benefits procured by Christ's sacrifice are 
coextensive with the blessings of the gospel, and 
may be distinguished as primary and derivative. 
The primary effects are that it sets man in a new 
relation, on the one hand to God, on the other to 
sin. By St. Paul special prominence is given to 
the new relationship which it establishes between 
God and the sinner ; on this ground the sinner is 
justified or accepted as righteous (SiKalwtris, Ro 
&*■*), adopted (vioOeffla, 8 18 ), and placed on a foot- 
ing of reconciliation {KaraWay^, 5"). Elsewhere 
the emphasis is laid rather on its efficacy in pro- 
curing the forgiveness of sin, i.e. in saving from 
the penal consequences which otherwise the curse 
of the broken law inevitably entails. It is upon 
this aspect that Christ fastens our attention in 
speaking of His Covenant-sacrifice (4<£«m ru>r 
ifiafrnQr, Mt 26 a ) ; the idea of cancelling guilt, 
of which a vital moment is liability to punish- 
ment, is associated with Christ's sacrifice in He 
2' 7 , 1 Jn 2 s {IXiffKtffOai with ipaprlat as object, and 
so ' to expiate ') ; and the redemption series of 
terms (Mrpow, d»oX«/r/)w<nt, (£ayop&£eir), while com- 
prehensive of all the aspects of spiritual deliver- 
ance in Christ, has special reference to emancipation 
from the curse of sin or its merited penalties 
(Eph l 7 , Col 1 M ). Upon these fundamental boons 
of peace with God and forgiveness follow, in the 
order of grace, the gifts of the Spirit as the energy 
of sanctilication (Gal 5- wr ')> and as the spring of 
boundless consolations — viz. peace, joy, hope, 
assurance, with their fruits (no 5 lff -), while the 
consummation is reached in the heavenly inherit- 
ance that is the meet portion of the sons of 
God (Ro 8"). In brief, the sacrifice of Christ is 
represented as the ground of all filial communion 
with God, as the condition of pardon, as the source 
of all noble endeavour and true comfort in the life 
which now is, and as our one warrant for con- 
fidence as to the world to come. 

(3) The conditions on which the blessings are pro- 
cured, on which the hypothetical becomes actual, 
are REPENTANCE (nerdvoia) and faith (rforcs). 
As to the necessity of these conditions the NT 
writers speak with one voice. Even St. James 
must have considered faith of vital importance, 
since otherwise he need not have become a Christian 



at all. The one question in regard to which the 
teaching is somewhat fluid is as to the precise 
object of the faith which unlocks- the treasury of 
redemption. In Hebrews the conception is very 
general— the object is God and His promises. In 
the Pauline theology it is brought into the most 
intimate connexion with Christ, and includes 
belief in Him as Messiah, crucified Saviour, and 
risen Lord (Ro 4* 10", 1 Th 4 U ), issuing in union 
with the crucified and exalted Christ in trust and 
self-surrender (Gal 2 M ). 

(4) The nature of Christ's offering, and (5) The 
modz of its operation, are two questions which are 
so closely inter-connected that they may best be 
discussed in conjunction. So far we have been 
dealing with the facts of the Atonement as to 
which the biblical teaching is full and express. 
These data are, to adopt an old formula — the 
disease, sin ; the remedy, Christ's sacrifice ; the 
application of the remedy, salvation here and 
hereafter on the ground of repentance and faith 
But the medical analogy suggests that the remedy 
may cure the disease, while yet it may be obscure 
to the patient wherein precisely the virtue of the 
curative agent lay, and how it affected his system 
so as to overcome the disease. Similarly, theology 
has its questionings, which the NT teaching does 
not unmistakably answer, as to the precise ' what ' 
of Christ's offering, and as to * the principle on 
which the forgiveness of sins is connected with its 
sacrificial quality' (Ritschl, ii. p. 185). 

(«) The references of Christ to His own death, 
while representing it as conditioning the highest 
blessings, do not elucidate the connexion between 
the work and its effects. 

The passage in which Christ speaks of Himself as come ' to 
rive his iifo a, ransom for many' (Mk 10*»«, Mt 20»), 
been supposed to contain in nuee the solution of the problems 
of the Atonement. A ransom implies captives (sinners), a 
hostile power which holds them in thrall (God as the repre- 
sentative and vindicator of the outraged moral law), operation 
of the ransom (the death of Christ accepted as a substitute for 
that of sinners), specific effect (deliverance of sinners from the 
penalties of sin). This elaboration has, however, been chal- 
lenged at almost every point It is maintained by Ritschl that 
the key-word of the passage is erroneously rendered ' ransom,' 
that as the equivalent of i j3 it has the significance of a protec- 
tive covering, and that the way in which it operates to protect 
us is by stimulating us to self-denying imitation of Christ 
(llechtj. u. Vent. ii. 86). Wendt adheres to the ransom idea, 
but maintains that the specific effect is to deliver from bondage 
to suffering and death, and that it accomplishes this by teaching 
us to adopt Christ's sanguine valuation of these evils (Lrhre 
Jew, ii. 237). According to Beyschlag, the evil from which it 
was to emancipate was worldly ambition and similar forms 
of sin, which could not survive the ruin of earthly hopes in 
the tragedy of the Cross (Nevte$t. TkeoL i. 153). The error of 
this group of interpretations lies in disconnecting Christ's 
death from the immediate specific effect of expiation or the 
forgiveness of sin, while the older interpretation unduly 
exploited the metaphor. All that the passage teaches is that 
the death of Christ was the means of effecting a redemption 
from sin (ixtkvrpnt) which accrues to the benefit of many. 
The institution of the Lord's Supper supplies an important 
reference to our Lord's death :— 'This is my blood of the new 
Covenant, which is shed for many ' (Mk 14*»); 'this cup is the 
new Covenant in my blood' (1 Co 11»X to which St. Matthew 
adds the definition of the specific effect—' for the remission of 
sins' (2ff*). These words are important as comparing the 
death of Christ to the Covenant-sacrifice which accompanied 
the giving of the Law at Sinai (Ex 24«X and as suggesting 
that it resembles the latter in its operation and effect. As to 
the effect of both sacrifices there is not much room for doubt. 
The Covenant-sacrifice of Sinai ratified the legal covenant 
between God and His people, the Covenant-sacrifice of Calvary 
established the Covenant of grace foretold in Jer Si 31 , In which 
the cardinal boon, as specified in St. Matthew's addition, is the 
remission of sins. As to the manner of ita efficacy we are 
hampered by the uncertainty as to how the sprinkling of the 
people wi'h blood in the Stnaitic sacrifice operated, or was 
understood to have operated, in establishing the Old Covenant. 
According to the traditional view, the blood of the animal 
victims, slain in room of the guilty people, and sprinkled on 
them, was accepted as atoning for their guilt, and hallowed 
them for entrance on their new relation with God. Again, it 
has been supposed that the fundamental idea was that the 
victim represented the two parties in the Covenant, and the 
killing of it meant that so far as the Covenant was concerned 
tbev had no longer will or life, i.e. the Covenant was immutable 
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(Westcott, UebrevB, p. 301). Yet again it has been interpreted 
•a of the nature of a honorific gift which as such was acceptable 
to God (Wendt, op. ext. ii. 237). And once more, recurring to 
the evolutionary account, we might utilise the idea that by 
sharing the blood God and His people were knit into a close 
physical union and communion. Corresponding to these 
accounts the sacrifice of Christ would be necessarily Interpreted 
as efficacious as a penal substitution, as an act declaratory of 
the immutability of God's gracious purpose, as an acceptable 
gift of perfect obedience, and as a sacramental act uniting God 
and man. It thus appears that the conception of the death 
a* a Covenant-sacrifice does not itself yield a theory, but only 
supplies a form which can be utilised to illustrate a theory 
otherwise grounded. Probably Christ's meaning was simpler 
than any that has been specified, vis. that it war God's plan to 
seal a covenant by a sacrifice, and that, like the Old, the 
New Covenant, which provided for the remission of sins, had 
a sign of its origin and validity In the shedding and sprinkling 
of blood. 

(6) The Pauline Epistles bring us closer to the 
familiar theological issues. In view of his specu- 
lative interests, it is antecedently probable that 
St. Paul had reflected on the problems which have 
proved so fascinating to later Christian thought, 
while his rabbinical training must have left a 
deposit of answers to similar questions touching 
OT sacrifice. As a fact, he makes a large con- 
tribution to a theory of the Atonement. 

(«) The element of Christ's sacrifice to which decisive import- 
ance attaches is the death upon the cross. So vital is this that 
the gospel may be summarily described as the message of the 



cross (1 Co lis). It is in the death of the Son (Ko 5% in His 
cross, in the blood of His cross (Col \*>), that the procuring 
cause is found of the blessings of redemption. It is obviously 
true that St. Paul recognises other elements without which 
the death would have had no significance. Especially does it 
derive its value from the dignity of the person of Him who 
was Messiah, declared to be the Son of God in the resurrection, 
and who is now exalted (Ko 1«, Col 1>W). But it was not 
simply as obedient (Bo 6l», Ph 2»), it was as the obedient One 
who was slain, and whose blood was spilt, that He had power 
and prevailed (Bo 3 s *). ' It is upon the moment of death that 
♦he grounding of salvation is exclusively concentrated' (Holts- 
msnn, Keutett. Theol. ii. p. 111). 

(£) The sacrifice of Christ had the significance of the death 
of an innocent victim in the room of the guilty. It is vain to 
deny that St. Paul freely employs the category of substitution, 
involving the conception of the imputation or transference of 
moral qualities. He does not, indeed, expressly say that 
Christ died in our stead («>«*): the phrase is 'on our behalf 
(uwip. Bo 6 s 8**, 1 Th 51° etc.), or 'on account of our sins' 
()■*, Bo 4* ; «■!».', 1 Co 15"). But the idea of an exchange of parts 
as betwixt Christ and man is unmistakable. Christ suffers 
death, which is the penalty of our sins, not of His own ; man 
is the recipient of a righteousness which he has not built 
up, but which is won for him by Christ (2 Co 5*1). From his 
reference to Christ as a means of propitiation (i>>miwi, 
Ko 3*>) it is probable that the apostle conceived of Christ 
as expiating guilt through the vicarious endurance of its 
characteristic penalty. It does not, indeed, follow that he 
conceived of Christ as becoming the object of the Father's 
wrath, and construed the cross as having the quality of a 
punishment inflicted upon Christ and recognised as such, or 
the content of an equivalent of the misery of the lost (Pfleiderer, 
Paulinumut, p. 92 ff.). 

(y) The necessity of Christ's sacrifice had its ground in the 
Divine Justice. The economy of grace, which includes the 
Atonement, is indeed derived, as its ultimate spring, from the 
love of God (Bo ft* 10 8»») ; but the Justice of God had a voice 
in the shaping and developing of the economy. The atoning 
sacrifice was necessary in order 'that God might be Just' on 
well as 'the Justifler of them that believe' (Bo 3»). Hut this 
answer only opens up new vistas of questionings. Why u-os 
Christ's vicarious death demanded by God in virtue of His 
Justice T We may safely say that neither the Grotian theory— 
to prevent the spread of sinful disorder by an example of 
punishment, nor even the orthodox view— because Divine Justice 
by its very nature insists on punishment or satisfaction, lay 
within the apostle's horison. The ground of the necessity was 
something more positive, vis. that God, whose word could not 
be broken, had enacted and provided in Scripture that sin 
would be punished with death. According to Pfleiderer, this is 
one of the instances of the contradictions of Paulinism. The 
Law, which the apostle pronounced to be temporary and now 
abrogated, is here utilized to lay the foundation of the doctrine 
of the Atonement (op. oil. p. 103). But the proclamation of 
death as the wages of sin is not confined to the Law ; it goes 
back to the patriarchal and earlier times (On 3»). in which St. 
Paul always recognised an anticipation of the religious condi- 
tions of the age of the gospel. 

(i) The sacrificial death of Christ was an event which broke 
the power of sin as the dominant principle of humanity. It 
does not exhaust St. Paul's teaching as to the mode of its 
efficacy to say that, on the ground of the sacrifice, God accepts 
and sanctifies the sinner. He also teaches that in the death 
of Christ there took place a death of mankind to sin, ' If one 
died for all, then all died' (2 Co 6", cf. Bo Humanity 



was then in a manner comprehended in Him, and, although 
al and gradual, contemporaneously 



the realization was to be 1 

with His death it died in principle to the old order in which 
the flesh held the nobler elements in thrall. Christ routed sin 
in the sphere of human nature, and a new humanity was thus 
potentially created. While insufficiently recognizing the for- 
ensic aspect of Christ's work, Weissacker Justly observes : ' it 
consists not only with his doctrine of the Person of Christ, but 
also with the several modes of thought of the great apostle, 
that Christ's work in death appears to him under this highest 
view-point of the destruction of a world and iU power through 
a higher power and order, and that this distinction should 
take place in its own province, so that flesh is vanquished 
in the flesh, law through law. death through death' (Apott, 
Zeitalt. p. 140). 

(c) The Epistle to the Hebrews, though dealing very 
fully with the sacrifice of Christ, chiefly dwells on 
its parallelism to the Levitical sacrifices in re- 
spect of the ritualistic acts of the manipulation of 
the blood, and its superiority as. regards its range 
and efficacy. There are, however, two points at 
which it propounds or develops a reflexion which 
is of far-reaching importance in the field of specu- 
lation. The first relates to the question as to the 
precise nature of Christ's offering, or the element 
which gave it its atoning value, in common with 
the apostles, the writer fixes our attention closely 
on the event of the bodily death as that which con- 
stitutes Christ the sin-bearer (D 2 *) and the instru- 
ment of our sanctification (W). But behind this 
lay the question wherein the sacrificial value of the 
death consisted. Was the material of the sacrifice 
the sum of the physical anguish, and of the accom- 
panying distress of spirit, which immediately pre- 
ceded death, and especially^ of the agony, the 
humiliation, and the dissolution of the final event? 
Or was it the spirit of self-sacrificing love which 
prompted Jesus to lay down His life? In other 
words, was the sacrifice of Christ efficacious in 
virtue of its quality of a suffering unto death, or 
in virtue of its quality of an obedience unto 
death ? Already St. Paul, in whose scheme of 
thought it was of vital consequence that Christ 
suffered the physical consequences due to human 
sin, had given expression to the thought that an 
element of fundamental value was the obedience of 
Christ. That we are justified by His blood, and 
that we are justified by His obedience, are parallel 
conceptions (Ro 6 9 - 1 "). This conception, which 
with St. Paul comes in somewhat incidentally, is 
very directly stated in He 10 5 - 8 'Sacrifices and 
offerings and whole burnt-offerings and sacrifices 
for sin thou wouldest not ; then hath he said, Lo, I 
am come to do thy will ' (vv. 8 - *). Here the contrast 
between the Levitical sacrifices and the sacrifice of 
Christ is developed in a peculiarly suggestive way. 
It does not consist in this, that in the former case 
animal victims are slain, in the latter a victim of 
pre-eminent dignity, but in the circumstance that 
in the one case the offering is a material, in the 
other a spiritual oblation. 

The second important passage is that in which 
the writer develops the parallel to the action of 
the high priest in the sanctuary on the Day of 
Atonement. Even as the high priest entered the 
Holy of Holies, bearing with him sacrificial blood, 
which he offered for himself and the people (9 7 ), so 
Christ entered heavenly places ' through his own 
blood,' or to present His sacrifice before God {9 nB - 
v.**). From this representation it would appear 
that the vital moment of the sacrificial act was 
the presentation of His blood. And as it may be 
maintained that the object in presenting the blood 
was, not to bring into God's presence evidence of 
the consummation of the death, but to offer that 
which the OT described as the seat of life, it would 
follow that the quality of satisfying God attached 
to Christ's offering of a stainless soul or a perfected 
obedience. The issue may be more sharply defined 
thus : Was the satisfaction rendered by Christ the 
death to which He voluntarily submitted, or was 
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it the lifelong obedience which found in the death 
its last and most signal expression? To many 
minds the thought embodied in the second alter- 
native has brought welcome intellectual relief. 
For the hard saying that God could be satisfied 
only by the death of His Son it substitutes the 
reasonable and even natural idea that the filial 
obedience manifested in the whole life of Jesus 
— in His inner life, and His ministry of teaching 
and beneficence, as well as in His faithfulness 
unto death — constituted the offering with which 
(iod was well pleased, and which brought humanity 
into a new relation to God. 

While suggesting the higher conception of the nature of 
Christ's offering, the Epistle does not free itself from the idea 
that the physical event of death came into account as some- 
thing additional to the obedience. It accepts the principle 
that ' apart from shedding of blood there is no remission ' (9*0, 
and indeed knows nothing of a sacrifice which does not involve 
suffering and death as an essential element of it (9*0. The 
following utterance seems to come near to the eventual teaching 
of the Epistle. 'It has been said that Christ's perfect sacri- 
fice is wholly inward, of the heart. But is it not essential to 
sacrifice that it should be the outward act by which the inward 
intention is realised, is pledged, is sealed? The inward self- 
dedication only becomes sacrificial when it has discovered the 
appropriate offering by which it can verify itself. Only through 
attaining this expression, in outward realization, does the 
language of sacrifice apply to it' (Scott Holland in I' lit st hood 
and Sacrifice, p. 86). 

(d) In the J okannine writings the centre of gravity 
shifts from the Atonement to the Incarnation. In 
the Pauline theology the capital theme is the 
sinner's acceptance and pardon on the ground of 
Christ's atoning sacrifice ; in the Johannine it is 
the possession of eternal life in intimate and vital- 
izing union with the Word made flesh. The key- 
note of the one is reconciliation,— of the other, 
communion. It is indeed a diff erence of emphasis, 
not of inclusion and exclusion. As St. Paul also ex- 
perienced and chronicled the inspiration and spirit- 
ual energy enjoyed in mystic communion with 
the exalted Christ, so the Johannine writings also 
embody numerous references to the importance 
of Christ's sacrificial death. They preserve the 
Baptist's testimony to Christ as the lamb-victim, 
whether the Paschal lamb or the suffering Servant 
of Jehovah (Is 53"), that takes away the sin of the 
world (Jn I 2- ); His work is paralleled, as in Hebrews, 
to that of the high priest on the Day of Atonement 
(17 1 *) ; and His death, which is conceived as a Sin- 
offering, has manifestly expiatory value (i\ao-ftdt xepf 
ifiapriuf, 1 Jn 2*, cf . 4 10 ). liut the group of ideas con- 
nected with the Atonement is felt to be accepted 
and reproduced as part of the common stock of 
Christian beliefs, rather than to have been assimi- 
lated and developed under the progressive guid- 
ance of the Spirit of truth. 

It has sometimes been affirmed that St. John unfolds a new 
theory of redemption. Not by dying, but by shedding abroad 
a revelation of God and true life from His Divine-human person, 
d'.d Christ come to drive away darkness and sin (cf. Holtzmann, 
ii. 474). In other words, his soteriologkal theory was Greek— 
that sin is ignorance, and its remedy light. But his being 
possessed with the man-el of the Incarnation was not incom- 
patible with the loyal acceptance which he intimates of the 
general belief as to the significance of Christ's death. In 
Roman Catholic and Anglican theology there is a similar in- 
sistence on the pre-eminence of the Incarnation dogma, coupled 
with a certain reserve, but assuredly no want of faith, in regard 
to the Atonement. 

Such being the perspective of the Johannine 
theology, there is not much ground for expecting 
answers to questions raised in the theory of the 
Atonement. It accentuates by preference moral 
aspects of the Atonement, but without entitling 
us to infer that Christ's sacrifice only influences 
Cod indirectly through the change which it pre- 
viously produces in believers. As examples of its 
moral influence may be noted that in the Caper- 
naum discourse Christ views His death as the 
preliminary to giving His flesh for the life of the 



world (6 51 ), and that at a later period it is spoken 
of as destined to exercise an irresistible magnetism 
(12*-). But that its influence was not in the first 
instance merely subjective, appears from the fact 
that it is represented as a transaction in which 
Satan joined issue in decisive conflict, was beaten 
back, and in consequence was shorn of his power 
(16 11 12 s1 ). And with this direct transcendental 
effect clearly predicated, it becomes the more prob- 
able that in the Johannine teaching the sacrifice 
of Christ, when likened to an expiatory or pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice, was understood to have an effect 
upon God .unconditioned by its after -fruits in 
human experience. 

To sum up, we find that the NT writers are 
unanimous and distinct as to the saving signifi- 
cance of Christ's sacrifice, as to the blessings which 
flow from it, and as to the conditions on which 
these are appropriated. As regards the precise 
nature of the offering, and its mode of working, 
our Lord says nothing definite. St. Paul certainly 
holds the satisfaction of Divine justice through a 
vicarious death ; the Ep. to the Hebrews emphasizes 
the germinal thought that the offering was the 
obedience or spiritual perfection of Christ ; St. 
John's record chiefly confines itself to its moral 
bearings. Upon the points in question, indeed, 
they have more to teach if we could handle 
the key. To their thinking, and to that of 
their readers, these points were elucidated by 
describing Christ's death as a sacrifice, especi- 
ally a Sin-offering; but, as we cannot say with 
confidence what was the accepted theory of the 
significance of sacrifice, the elucidation has in its 
turn become a problem. From this condition of 
mingled certainty and uncertainty several infer- 
ences may fairly be drawn. In the first place, it 
may be surmised that the sacrificial category, 
while emphasizing certain vital aspects, was in- 
adequate to the expression of the full signifi- 
cance of the work ot Christ, and that the old 
sacrificial doctrine was providentially left in ob- 
scurity at those points where it was least adequate. 
In close connexion with this it may also be sug- 
gested that there was a design not to bind up the 
work of Christ so intimately with the interpre- 
tation of an obsolescent institution as to prevent its 
receiving fresh illumination from other fields of 
human life. From this would follow, further, a 
commission to theology not to regard itself as 
bound by the fragmentary NT data for a theory 
of the Atonement, but to reinterpret by its own 
thought the nature, the grounds of the necessity, 
and the mode of efficacy of the sacrifice of Christ. 
In the exercise of this commission modeni theology 
has very generally become penetrated by the con- 
viction that the sacrifice of Christ is too narrowly 
interpreted of His death, and that the atoning 
efficacy attaches to the whole life, in which active 
and passive obedience are interwoven as warp and 
woof. Meanwhile the uncertainty which attaches 
to certain stages of the process only throws into 
bolder relief the apostolic certitude as to the fact 
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself. 

iii. The Sacrifices of the Christian Life. 
— The NT doctrine is that Christ offered a sacrifice 
which established peace with God, and which pro- 
cures the forgiveness of sins. But with this the 
conception of offering was not wholly detached 
from the sphere of human service ; on the contrary, 
a place is reserved for human offerings of a com- 
plementary or secondary kind. 

(a) The graces and the activities of the Chris- 
tian life have a sacrificial character. In the 
Prophets it was a frequent thought that the forms 
and expressions of the devout life— the broken 
spirit, the voice of adoration and aspiration— were 
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sacrifices of peculiar value ; and such spiritual 
exercises continued to be described as oblations. 
The NT doctrine of the priesthood of believers also 
involved the idea that they had somewhat to otter. 
The material of such offerings is the Christian per- 
sonality (Ro 15", cf. Jude M ), or the body regarded 
as the instrument of Christian service (Ro 12'), or 
the exercises and activities of the Christian life 
(1 P 2*), including prayer (He 13 15 ), beneficent deeds 
(v."), money gifts (Ph 4 18 ), or the graces in which 
service has its spring (faith, Ph 2") (Cave, p. 406 ff., 
who treats this subject very fully and suggestively). 
The immediate effect attributed to these offerings 
is that they are pleasing to Clod (Ro 12 1 ), are to 
Him as the odour of a sweet smell (Ph 4' 8 ). 

But the further question arises whether God, 
as pleased with these sacrifices, and on the ground 
of the offerings, bestows upon the Christian any 
special corresponding blessing. It may safely 
be said that they are not regarded as expiatory : 
only faith comes into account as connected with 
the forgiveness of sin, and then as the mere con- 
dition of obtaining the boon of which the real 
ground is the sacrifice of Christ. But certain of 
the offerings specified have at least a purificatory 
virtue — faith which overcomes the world, and hope 
which purifies. As regards forms of Christian 
service, it is antecedently probable that they were 
regarded as procuring certain benefits. To call an 
act a sacrifice, was clearly to imply that a benefit 
followed ; and to say that God was well pleased, 
was equally to imply that He would practically 
manifest His approbation. From the NT stand- 
point, indeed, the motive for rendering spiritual 
sacrifices is gratitude to God for His inexpressible 
magnanimity ; but it does not thence follow that 
they do not receive a rich Divine recognition. In 
the parable of the Unjust Steward it is taught 
that wealth might be so used as to procure an 
abundant entrance into the everlasting habitations 
(Lk 16 lff -), and it is no unfamiliar thought of the 
apostle of grace that God will specially reward 
the work and labour of love. 

But what is the precise nature of the Divine 
response to the offerings of service? The current 
reply is that in the present it takes the, form of 
inward enrichment and growth in grace, and that 
in the world to come it will be manifested in a 
distinction of degrees of glory. But it may be 
doubted if this exhausts the NT conception of the 
efficacy of the secondary sacrifices. The life that 
utters itself in the forms of sacrifice would appear 
to evoke a response additional to strengthening 
grace, which is of the nature of a special provi- 
dential discipline or blessing, and which, resting 
on the individual or even the bouse, makes gener- 
ally for their protection and well-being (Ait 6 M ). 
So St. Paul, after specifying the acceptable 
sacrifices of the Philippians, concludes that God 
will supply all their need (Phil 4 1 *). 

An expiatory character might appear to be ascribed to one 
class of spiritual sacrifices, via. the sufferings of the saints. ' I 
rejoice in mv sufferings on your behalf,' says the apostle, ' and 
fill up what is lacking of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh on 
behalf of his body, which is the Church ' (Col I s *). By some 
Bom. Cath. exegetes it has been argued that the afflictions of 
the saints are regarded as combined with the passion of Christ 
to constitute the satisfaction on the ground of which God 
pardons sin. But while the apostle affirms that his sufferings 
■ire for the good of the Church, he does not say that it Is as 
propitiatory, and the mode of conveying benefit may well have 
been that, by the apostolic example ot patient obedience, the 
body was edified. But how do they fill up what was lacking of 
Christ's sufferings? The idea may either be that the apostle 
desired to approximate to the standard of Christ's suffering 
(Weiss), or that he desired to endure his share nf the sufferings 
which Christ, through His Church-body, has yet to suiter (Al- 
ford, in toe.). See also Lightfoot and Abbott. 

(6) The worship of the Church embodies a sacri- 
ficial element ; but this is not to be identified with 
the Eucharist, nor can the latter be ecripturally in- 



terpreted as having the character of a propitiatory 
sacrifice. To say that worship is sacrificial is to 
repeat what has already been said of the NT 
spiritual sacrifices. The faith and hope and love 
which find expression in praise and prayer, the 
money gifts which are devoted to the work of 
Christ, are declared by the apostles to have this 
character. Specially is the celebration of the 
sacrament of the Lord's Supper, evoking, as it does, 
faith and hope and the sentiment of gratitude, the 
occasion of the presentation of spiritual offerings. 
The special question is whether the Eucharist is 
a sacrifice in a peculiar specific sense, and if so, 
what is its precise character and efficacy. The 
question as to whether it may be called a sacrifice 
is not of vital importance. It may easily be 
brought within the compass of our working defini- 
tion. ' In a certain loose sense the Lord's Supper 
may be called a sacrifice, inasmuch as it was 
deliberately associated by its founder with the 
sacrificial rites of the OT' (Cave, p. 439). The 
really important issues are raised by the Roman 
doctrine, which interprets it as continuous with 
the atoning sacrifice of Christ, and as therefore 
possessing a propitiatory character. 

• By the consecration of the bread and of the wine a conver- 
sion is made of the whole substance of the bread into the 
substance of the body of Christ our Lord, and of the whole 
substance of the wine into the substance of His blood' (Dec 
Cone. Trident., Sess. xiii. cap. 4). ' Forasmuch as, in this Divine 
sacrifice, which is celebrated in the Mass, that same Christ 
is contained and immolated in an unbloody manner who 
once offered Himself In a bloody manner on the altar of the 
Cross, the holy Synod teaches that this sacrifice is truly pro- 
pitiatory, and that by means thereof this is effected— that we 
obtain mercy and find grace if we draw nigh contrite and 
penitent,' etc (Twenty-second sess. cap. 2). 'Wherefore, not 
only for the sins, etc., of the faithful who are living, but also 
for those who are departed in Christ, and not yet fully purified, 
it is rightly offered '(»'&.). At the same time, it is held that 
propitiation is not the only, or even the principal, fruit (canon 
6 of thirteenth sess.). 

It would be out of place to develop the general 
objections to this view, which involves the grave 
religious defect of suggesting that salvation rests 
on an incomplete and therefore insecure founda- 
tion. The relevant objections are that the tenet 
of transubstantiation, which is the presupposition 
of the theory, has no scriptural warrant, while the 
interpretation of the Eucharist as a perpetual 
propitiatory offering is inconsistent with the NT 
teaching that the sacrifice of Christ was expiatory, 
and was offered once for all (Ro 6"', He 7" Qi*- 1 *-* 
10 10 - ,2 - «, 1 P 3 18 ). 

According to a modified view, the Eucharist 
is a perpetuation of Christ's sacrifice, but not of 
the propitiatory sacrifice which He offered on 
Calvary. Attention is here transferred to the 
sacrifice which Christ presented, and continues to 
present, in the heavenly sanctuary (He 8 1 "*), and 
it is maintained that in the Eucharist the Church 
presents an offering which is organically connected 
with the ceaseless offering of her Head. 

' The offering of our Heavenly High Priest,' to quote an im- 
portant statement of this view, 'includes in it a present and 
eternal offering of His life in heaven.' But the duty of the 
Church is to repeat and represent the life of her Head in 
another and higher world ; and in the Eucharist she ' appropri- 
ates and reproduces the priestly offering of Him in whom she 
lives. As our Lord's offering of Himself never ends or cau 
end, so in that offering His people, organically united to Him, 
one with Him, must be offered, and must offer themselves ; and 
this they do in the expressive and touching symbols of the 
Eucharist' (Milligon, Heaceidy PrUnthoud, p. 206). 

On this view, then, the Eucharist is a sacrifice 
which not only represents, hut also, as a conse- 
quence oi Christ's union with the Church, forms a 
part of the offering made by Christ to God. It 
is commended on the ground that it satisfies 
the legitimate demand for a jierpetual oblation 
which -is unscripturally ministered to in the sacri- 
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fice of the Mass. But the scriptural evidence 
is in conflict with its cardinal positions. The 
offering of Christ, which is the ground of our 
salvation, was, according to passages already 
quoted, one which does not need to be repeated, 
and we are therefore forced to seek it within the 
compass of Christ's earthly life — either in His 
death or in His obedience unto death. It is said, 
indeed, that that which is unchangeable and ever- 
lasting is not repeated, but it is hardly disputable 
that what was present to the mind of the writer to 
the Hebrews was the contrast of the ever-renewed 
to the completed, not to the never-ending offering. 
Nor was it declared in the words of institution 
that the special purpose of the Eucharist was to 
furnish the Church with an ordinance which should 
be a counterpart, and even a part, of the activi- 
ties of Christ s heavenly priesthood. Rather is it 
brought into close relation with the obedience unto 
death which preceded His entrance into glory. 

On the whole, it may be concluded that, while 
the Eucharist, more than other means of grace, has 
the form of a sacrifice, it is at bottom, like them, 
only the occasion of sacrifice, i.e. of the presenta- 
tion to God of spiritual offerings. Whether the 
outward act be prayer, or praise, or the Eucharist, 
the offerings therein rendered to God are the faith, 
the penitence, and the self-surrender to which it 
gives expression, and which are sustained by the 
rite. 

The Typology of Sacrifice, which has been inci- 
dentally touched on, requires more direct con- 
sideration at the close of this study, in which we 
have seen the sacrificial worship of the earlier 
dispensation disappear in the sacrifices of the New 
Covenant. From the typological point of view, the 
Levitical sacrifices come under the category of 
prediction. They differed from the predictions 
proper in form, — "being enshrined not in word but 
in institution and rite, — but they served the same 
end of testifying beforehand to the person, the 
life, and the work of Christ, and to the contents 
and conditions of His salvation. In the older 
works the study of sacrifice as prediction and ful- 
filment was assiduously prosecuted as at once 
affording the deepest gratification to the believer, 
and furnishing a weapon of distinct apologetic 
value. In labouring at this task, Christian piety 

Sive free play to fancy, and every feature of the 
T ritual became eloquent of the unspeakable 
riches of Christ. Dogmatic prepossessions also 
supervened to dominate the discussion ; and, while 
the Romanist discovered in the Levitical system 
a foreshadowing and corroboration of the distinc- 
tive sacerdotal and sacramentarian tenets of his 
communion, the Protestant found in it an equally 
good witness for every fundamental article of the 
evangelical system of doctrine (Fairbairn, Typology 
of Scripture). 

The luminous and thorough monograph of Principal Cave is 
distinguished, in its treatment of the typical aspect of sacrifice, 
by great sobriety of judgment. A type is defined as an enacted 
prophecy, and three essential notes are distinguished : it ad- 
umbrates something ; it adumbrates some future thing, and it 
is specially designed by God to adumbrate that future thing 
(p. 158). The sacrificial practice he divides into two branches 
—that which was concerned with atonement, and that which 
was concerned with the presentation of the offering. And to 
these types respectively correspond, as their antitypes, the 
death of Christ and our spiritual sacriflces. 'The atonement 
by blood has its antitype in the atonement made by Jesus. In 
the activities and passivities of the Christian life are to be 
found the antitype of the Mosaic injunctions other than those 
concerning the methods of atonement, the high priesthood, and 
the tabernacle' (p. 419, cf. 400 ff.). 

The precedent for treating the OT sacrifices 
typologically, i.e. as predictive in character and 
design, is set in the NT. As certainly as re- 
liance is placed on fulfilments of OT verbal pre- 
dictions is use made of antitypal fulfilments to 



attest the Messiahship and the redemptive mission 
of Jesus. But while the OT sacrifices are- thus 
accorded the dignity of OT predictions, they must 
also share in the consequences of the altered view 
as to the precise nature and scope of prophecy 
viewed as prediction. What has become increas- 
ingly clear is that OT prophecy does not consist 
of chapters of detailed history written before the 
event. Prophetism was in essence faith in God 
as the righteous Governor of the world and the 
gracious Guardian of His people, and on the basis 
of this faith it cherished a confident expectation of 
the realization on earth of a kingdom of righteous- 
ness by the instrumentality of a divinely commis- 
sioned King, who should through suffering establish 
His dominion (Bruce, Apolog* p. 257 ff.). Similarly, 
the typical element in the Levitical code cannot 
be regarded as coextensive with its multifarious 
forms and ritualistic acts. The Pentateuchal code 
of sacrifice is not a mystical version of the Christian 
religion, whose every form and rite was shaped by a 
design to show forth the story of our Lord's passion, 
or to elucidate the ' activities and the passivities ' of 
the Christian life. The witness which it bears to 
Christ is less voluminous, but not necessarily less 
weighty. The OT sacrifices expressed a need 
which Christ satisfies, and embodied a faith which 
Christ justifies. The need to which they gave 
utterance was that felt by the human heart for 
some ground of religious confidence external to 
itself; and this, which the animal victim only 
seemed to supply, is fully met in the Christian 
conviction that sin is forgiven, in some real deep 
sense, for Christ's sake. The faith which they 
declared was that God had provided a means by 
which man could enter into communion with Goo, 
and the great expectation which they expressed 
has its realization in the filial relations with God 
into which the Christian is brought by Christ. 
Yet once more, the institution embodied the con- 
viction, which was also a prediction, that the 
sovereign boon of union with God is not won with- 
out labour and cost. The victim was slain, the 
offerer denied himself for God. And this prin- 
ciple only attained to a fuller and deeper realization 
when, on the one hand, Christ died that He might 
bring men to God and reign in human hearts ; and 
when, on the other, it was seen that self-sacrifice 
is the ritual of the lives that He moulds. 

Litir aturk.- Mishna rip TO (Rerun tanctarum onto), esp. 
O'nai (de Sacrifieii*), ed. 8urenhusius, vol. UL, Amsterdam, 
1702; Philo, da Victim** (Yonge's tr. 1855, vol. iii.); Outram, 
de Sacrifieii*, London, 1677; Spencer, de legibH* Hebraorum 
ritualibut (lib. iii. ' de ratione et origine Sacriflciorum '), Cantab. 
1727 ; Sykes, Essay on the Nature, etc., of Sacrifice*, London, 
1748 ; Davison, Origin and Extent of Primitive Sacrifice, Lon- 
don, 1826 ; Bahr, Symbolik de* Motaitchen Cultru, Heidelberg, 
1837 ; Kurtz, Der AT Opfercxdtu* (Eng. tr.), Edin. 1865 ; Oehler, 
Thenl. de* AT (Eng. tr.), Edin. 1882; Fairbairn, The Typology 
of Scripture, Edin. 1817 ; Cave, Script. Doct. of Sacrifice, Edin. 
1877 ; Wellhausen. Proleg. zur Geteh. Jir. 1883 (Eng. tr. with 
additions, Edin. 1885) ; Nowack, Lehrb. der hebrdi*chen Archd- 
oloqie, bd. il., Freiburg, 1894 ; Benzinger, Heb. Arch., Freiburg, 
1895 ; Riehm, AUteit. Theol., Halle, 1889, p. 114 f. ; Smend, 
Lehrb. der A litest. Rdigiontgetchichte*, Freibtlrg, 1899, « 9, 17. 

For discussion of special points the following reffs. may be 
given: Stade, ZATW, 1894 (sacrifices of Cain and Abel); 
Kainphausen, Da* Verhaltni** de* ilentchenopfer* zur itrael. 
Religion, Bonn, 1896; Trumbull, The Blood Covenant, New 
York, 1885 ; Wilcken, Ucber da* Uaaropfer, Amsterdam, 1*86 ; 
Riehm, ' Ueber das 8chuldopfer,' in SK, 1854, i. p. 93 ff. ; Rinck, 
id. 1855, ii. p. 369 ff. ; H. Schultz, ' Signiflcance of Sacrifice in 
OT,' in AJT, April 1900. The theological aspects are pro- 
minent in the following: Warburton, Divine Legation of 
Motet, London, 1788; Magee, Script Doct. of Atonement and 
Sacrifice, London, 1812 ; Payne Smith, Power* and Dutie* of 
the Priesthood, London, 1868; Maurice, The Doctrine of Sacri- 
fice, London, 1879; Jowett in Epp. to The**al etc. 8 1L 650, 
London, 1894; Delitesch, Com. on Heb. (Eng. tr.), Edin. 1868; 
A. B. Davidson, Com. on Heb., Edin. 1882 ; Milligan, The Atcen- 
tion and Heavenly Prietthood of our Lord, London, 1892 ; Priest- 
hood and Sacrifice (Report of Discussion at Oxford), ed. Sanday, 
Ixmdon, 1900; Scott, Sacrifice : itt Prophecy and Fulfilment, 
Edin. 1894 ; Baxter, Sanctuary and Sacrifice, London, 1896; 
Moberly, Atonement and PertonalUy, London, 1901. 
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The discussion of the origin and evolution of Semitic wen floe 
is dominated by Wellhausen, Skizzen u, Vorarbeiten, Reitearab. 
Heidenthumt*, Berlin, 1807, and esp. W. R. 8mith, RS*, London, 
1894, examined by Marillier in Rev. de Chit, de* Rel. (1887-99) ; 
Hubert et Mauw, ' Essai sur le nature et la foa< - tion du sacrifice,' 
in L' Annie Soeiologique for 1897-08, Paris. For the place of 
sacrifice in the heathen religions see de la Saussave, Lehrb. der 
Religioiugeichichte, Freiburg, 1887 ; Tiele, Geschichte der ReL 
im Alterthum, Gotho, 1895; Jevons, An Jnlroduction to the 
History of lleligion, London, 1896; Tylor, Primitive Culture', 
London, 1891 ; H. Spencer, Principlei of Sociology, London, 
1876; Lubbock, Origin of Virilization 6 , London, 1889; Frazer, 
The Golden Bough*, London, 1900; Zimmern, BrUrxige rur 
Eennlnits der babylon. Religion, Leipzig, 1896 ; Nagelsbach, 
Homeritche Theologie*, Niirnberg, 1884; Farnell, Culte of the 
Greek States, Oxford, 1890 : Fowler, The Roman festivals of 
the Period of the Republic, London, 1899. 

W. P. Patkrson. 

SADDUCEES. — 

i. Origin and History of the Sadducees. 
ti. Derivation of the name ' Sodducee,' 
lii Their opposition to the Pharisees. 

(a) Controversies as to the Law : (1) Criminal Law, 

(2) questions of Ritual, (3) the Feasts. 
(6) Doctrinal differences : (1) as to the resurrection of 
the body, and future retribution ; (2) as to the 
existence of angels and spirits ; (8) as to ' fate ' 
and free will, and Divine providence. 
It. The Sadducees and Jesus. 

i. Origin and History of the Sadducees 
(cf. art. PHARISEES, § i.).— The Sadducees were 
the spiritual descendants of the priestly party in 
Jerusalem, which, towards the close of the Greek 
period of Israel's history, was anxious to Hellenize 
the Palestinian Jews. The Maccabaean rising (see 
art. Maccabees), which was caused by the attempt 
of Aniiochus Epiphanes to accomplish this by 
violence, taught these Hellenizers the folly of 
tampering with the national religion ; while the 
success of Judas Maccabreus and his brothers in 
asserting the nation's political independence de- 
prived them of office and power. Their descend- 
ants, however, speedily accommodated themselves 
to the new order of things, which was in many 
respects after their mind. The Maccabaean rising 
had ended otherwise than - was hoped when it 
began. In the course of the struggle for national 
independence the Maccabce brothers were com- 
pelled to enter into alliances with foreign princes, 
to receive honours and dignities from them, and 
in general to maintain their cause by the use of 
purely secular means. The Jewish State which 
they set up was not essentially different from the 
secular States around them. This led to a new 
development of parties among the Jews. The 
Hasid<EANS, who had withdrawn from the struggle 
with the Syrians, when religious freedom was 
granted, grew both in numbers and in strictness, 
and came to be known as the Pharisees. Their 
great concern was, not that the nation should be 
politically independent, but that it should be 
secured against the intrusion of all foreign ele- 
ments by the most scrupulous observance of the 
Law. And they now found themselves face to 
face, not with foreign rulers, but with native 

Jirinces, who, while thoroughly orthodox in the 
aith, were indifferent to what they conceived to 
be the interests of religion, and from whom they 
accordingly became increasingly estranged. 

The successors of the Hellenizers, on the other 
hand, were in full sympathy with the secular 
policy of the Hasmonoean princes, and, unlike the 
Pharisees, took no exception to the illegitimacy of 
their high priesthood. They entered the service 
of the new princes as soldiers and diplomatists, 
and, drawing around them the leading adherents 
of the new dynasty, formed the party, to which 
was given their family name of Zadokites or Sad- 
ducees. Taught by experience, this party made 
no violent attempts to introduce Greek customs ; 
but they were a purely political party : their main 
interest was in the Jewish State as an independent 
Stat e, and not, like that of the Pharisees, in the legal 



purity of the Jews as a religions community. The 
tension between the Hasmonseans and the Phari- 
sees at last became so keen that John Hyrcanus 
broke decisively witli the latter, and openly pro- 
claimed himself on the side of the Sadducees. 

Prom their' first appearance in history as a dis- 
tinct party (during the reign of John Hyrcanus, 
B.C. 135-105), the Sadducees were the devoted 
adherents of the Hasmona^an princes. Under 
Aristobulus I. and Alexander Janmeus, the im- 
mediate successors of John Hyrcanus, their party 
was supreme. Under Alexandra Salome the Phari- 
sees were for a short time in possession of pow er ; 
but when Aristobulus II. became king the Sad- 
ducees once more came to the front. They sup- 
ported him in his conflict with Hyrcanus II., 
Antipater, and the Romans, and they also stood by 
him and his two sons, Alexander ana Antigonus, in 
their attempts to restore the Hasmona-an dynasty. 
But the day of their political power was now past. 
Their numbers were also considerably reduced. 
When Pompey captured Jerusalem (B.C. 03) he 
executed many of their leaders, as did also Herod 
(B.C. 37). Herod further diminished their influence 
by appointing and removing high priests ax-cord- 
ing to his own pleasure, and by filling the San- 
hedrin with his own creatures. When JudVa, 
after the deposition of Archelaus, came under the 
direct rule of the Romans, the Sadducees, who 
now included the families raised to the dignity of 
the high priesthood by Herod, again attained a 
measure of power through their preponderance in 
the Sanhedrin, to which the Romans committed 
the internal government of the country, reserving 
to themselves, however, not only the control of all 
military matters and the levying of customs, but 
also the confirmation and execution of all capital 
sentences. Matters remained thus down to the 
troubled days that preceded the destruction of 
Jerusalem, except during the short reign of 
Agrippa I. (A.D. 41-44), who favoured the Phari- 
sees. But the latter were the real possessors of 
power ; for, in order to render themselves tolerable 
to the people, the Sadducees were compelled to act 
in most matters in accordance with Pharisaic 
principles. And when Jerusalem was destroyed 
and Israel ceased to exist as a nation, they speedily 
disappeared entirely from history. 

According to Josephus (Ant. xni. x. 6, xvm. !. 4), the Sad- 
ducees were a small minority of the Jews, which Included only 
the rich and those of the highest dignity. This is almost 
equivalent to identifying them with the priestly aristocracy 
and their adherents. During the second half of the Persian 
and the whole of the Greek domination of Israel, the high 

S nests were the civil as well as the religious heads of the 
ewish community in Judea, and, theirs being the only 
hereditary office among the Jews since the downfall of the 
Davidic monarchy, they and their families formed a kind of 
sacerdotal nobility (cf. Jos. Vita, 1). We are expressly told in 
Josephus (Ant. xx. ix. 1) and in Ac 6" (cf. 4* 23>n.), that in NT 
times some at least of the high priests were Sadducees. It was 
these chief priests with their families and adherents that formed 
the Sadducean party. This party, however, was not a priestly 
party in the sense that the priests generally necessarily be- 
longed to it : some of these (e.g. Josephus, V it a. 1 f. ; see also 
Vita, 89; Taylor's Sayituj* of the Jexcish Father**, ii. 10, 
lii. 2) were Pharisees (cf. Jn 1»- '■"). Nor did it, as a rule, stnnd 
up for the special interests of the priests. The opposition 
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees was not an opposition 
between the strict legalists and the priests, but between the 
former and the chief priesU and their adherents (cf. Schiirer, 
GJK»ii.408f.). 

ii. Derivation of the name ' Sadducees.'— 
The name ' Sadducees ' (cpnx, sing. *pm, ZaSSov- 
naioi) is now almost universally derived from the 
proper name Zadok. The derivation, favoured by 
many of the Fathers and by a few moderns (e.g. 
Derenbourg, Stanley, and Edersheim), from 
the adj. pis, according to which the Sadducees 
were the righteous, so called either because, in 
opposition to the Pharisees, they adhered to the 
written law, or because of their severity as judges, 
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must be abandoned, owing to the impossibility of 
accounting for the change of t into u (see especially 
Montet, Essai stir les orirjines des partis sadueien 
et pharisien, 53 ft'.)' From which Zadok, however, 
did they derive their name? According to A both 
de- Rabbi Nathan, from a disciple of Antigonus of 
Socho. 

* Antigonus of Socho received from Shime'on ha-Caddiq. He 
used to nay, Be not as slaves that serve the Rub on the terms of 
receiving recompense ; but be as slaves that serve the Rab not 
on the terms of receiving recompense ; and let the fear of 
Heaven be upon you ; that your reward may be doubled for the 
time to come. Antigonus of Socho had two disciples, who 
repeated his words ; and they repeated them to (their) disciples, 
and their disciples to their disciples. They arose and refined 
after them, and said, What did our fathers imagine, in saying 
that a labourer might do work all the day and not receive his 
reward at evening? Nay, but if our fathers knew that there 
was the world to come, and that there was a revival of the 
dead, they would not have spoken thus. They arose and 
separated from the Thorah ; ond two sects were formed from 
them. Cadukin and Bailhtuin; Cadukin after th« name of 
Qadok.Baithusin after the name ofBaithos' (Taylor, I.e. 1121.). 

This legend, though adopted by Ewald (GVI* 
iv. 357), is of no historical value. It is first found 
in a document of late origin ; it is plainly wrong 
in what it says of the lloethusians, who derived 
their name from Boethus, the father of Simon, 
whose daughter, Mariamne, Herod married, and 
whom he raised to the high priesthood (Ant. XV. 
ix. 3 ; cf. XVII. iv. 2, XVIII. v. 1, XIX. vi. 2) ; it is 
also mistaken in asserting that the Sadducees 
rejected the Law, and in making the denial of a 
resurrection of the dead their primary and funda- 
mental characteristic. We must therefore either 
derive the name ' Sadducee ' from an unknown 
Zadok, an influential member or head of the party 
at an epoch which it is impossible to determine 
(Montet, I.e. 59), or from Zadok, who was priest in 
Jerusalem in the days of David and Solomon (1 K 
l 8 - * **• 2* ; cf. A\ 1 (Jh 23 s8 ), and whose descendants 
held the same office down to the Exile. The latter 
derivation is generally regarded, not indeed as 
thoroughly established, but as the most probable. 
In his ideal picture of the future theocracy, Ezekiel 
(4048 43 i» 44I3 48 n . i n a u tneBe passages the LXX 
has the form 2a88ouic) admits only the 'sons of 
Zadok ' to the right of officiating as priests in the 
new temple at Jerusalem. Though after the return 
from the Exile this rule was not strictly carried 
out, the 'sons of Zadok' formed the main body 
of the post-exilic priesthood ; and more especially 
it was from among them that the chief priests 
down to the close of the Greek period were drawn 
(see art. PBIKSTS AND Levites, p. 96 1 ). In the 
absence, therefore, of more specific information, it 
is assumed that the family name ' Zadokites ' or 
' Sadducees' was given, probably by their enemies, 
to the sacerdotal aristocratic party, which included 
not only the chief families of the legitimate line, 
but also the adherents of the Hasmonsean princes, 
and, in NT times, the families raised to the high 
priestly dignity by Herod and his successors.* 

This derivation of the name ' Sadducees ' is not 
inconsistent with what we know of the behaviour 
of many of these ' sons of Zadok.' As early as the 
time of Ezra and Nehemiah, not only did many of 
the common priests intermarry with the Gentiles 
among whom they lived (Ezr but Eliashib, the 
high priest, and members of his family, entered 
freely into alliances with the neighbouring aris- 

* It is not claimed for this derivation of the name 'Sadducee,' 
which was first suggested by Oeiger, that it is more than prob- 
able. Montet (I.e. 51 f.) argues against it that there is not a 
single trace in post-exilic literature of this close connexion 
between the Sadducees and the Zadokites, and that this 
unanimous silence is fatal to the hypothesis. Kuenen, whom 
he cites (p. 59 f.) as holding substantially his own view, after- 
wards changed his opinion. "The name "Sadducees," which 
the priestly nobility of Jerusalem received later, I now also 
identify with Zadokites. In the not unjustifiable reaction 
against Geiger's exaggeration I went too far' (Getammette 
Abhandlungen zur Biblitehen Wissenscha/t, 498). 



tocracy and with the Persian officials (Neh IS 4 *'*). 
They were evidently more concerned for their own 
privileges than for the reformation so dear to the 
heart of Ezra and Nehemiah. The position of the 
high priests as civil heads, under the Persian or 
Greek governors, of the community in Judaea, 
almost inevitably led to their gradual seculariza- 
tion. They were necessarily brought into close 
contact with their Gentile rulers ; and their 
political interests tended to thrust their religious 
interests into the background. There were doubt- 
less some of these high priests who remembered 
what was duo to their position as the servants of 
Jehovah, but the temptation to forget must have 
been very great. Towards the close of the Greek 
period many of the chief priestly families were 
entirely secularized ; they felt no interest in what 
was distinctively characteristic of the Jewish 
religion ; for the sake of their own personal 
enjoyment and advancement they were willing, 
and indeed eager, to adopt the manners and 
customs of their Gentile masters. 'The high 
priests regarded their sacred office only as a 
pedestal of worldly power' (Wellhausen, IJG* 
248). There is nothing, therefore, improbable in 
the supposition that the aristocratic priestly party, 
whose interests were mainly political, and of which 
they formed from the beginning a considerable 
part, came to be known by their family name. 

iii. Their Opposition to the Pharisees. — 
Though the Sadducees were the priestly nobility 
and the Pharisees were drawn mainly from the 
ranks of the common people, the opposition between 
them was not a mere opposition between two dif- 
ferent classes of society. Nor was it merely a 
question as to the laxer or stricter interpretation 
and observance of the Law. It was an opposition 
of principles, of dispositions, and of theories of 
life (Wellhausen, I.e. 295). The Pharisees were, 
in their own peculiar way, intensely religious ; 
their great desire was to mould their fellow- 
countrymen into a ' holy ' nation by means of the 
Law ; they looked forward to a future, in which 
their hopes were sure to be realized, and could 
therefore meanwhile endure the foreign dominion, 
provided it allowed them perfect religious freedom. 
The Sadducees, on the other hand, were largely 
indifferent to religion, except in so far as it was a 
matter of custom ; their great care was for the 
State as a purely secular State ; they were satisfied 
with the present, so far as it permitted them 
to live in comfort and splendour. The acute 
opposition between the two parties first manifested 
itself in the political sphere, in the struggle for 
power during the reign of John Hyrcanns and his 
successors. When the Hasmonsean dynasty fell, 
the animosity still continued ; but to a large 
extent it necessarily ceased to be political, and 
concentrated itself upon questions as to the Law, 
matters of ritual, and doctrine. 

(a) Controversies as to the Late. — The Sadducees 
refused to acknowledge the binding force of the 
oral law, the 'tradition of the elders' (Mt 15 s , 
Mk 7 3 ), to which the Pharisees attached supreme 
importance. They held that only the written 
law of Moses was binding (Ant. XIII. x. 6, XVIII. 
i. 4) ; and although, as judges, and in order to 
maintain their position against the Pharisees, they 
must have had their own exegetical tradition, they 
did not regard themselves as absolutely bound even 
by it ; they held it praiseworthy to dispute with 
their teachers (Ant. xvm. i. 4). It is incorrect, 
however, to represent them as acknowledging only 
the Pentateuch and as rejecting the rest of the OT. 
They also doubtless agreed with the Pharisees on 
many points settled by the oral law ; only, unlike 
the Pharisees, they did not regard it as binding 
(cf. Taylor, Sayings of Jewish Fathers*, p. 115). 
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In addition to, and partly in consequence of, this fundamental 
difference between the two parties, there were differences as to 
individual legal questions. (1) Criminal Law. As judges, the 
Sadducees were more severe than the Pharisees (Ant. xx. ix. 1 ; 
cf. xin. x. 6). They interpreted literally the lex lalionit (Ex 
2134, Dt 19H), whereas the Pharisees mitigated its severity by 
accepting as punishment a money payment. They also inter- 
preted literally Dt 26» (' spit in his face ') ; the Pharisees said 
it was enough to spit before the offending person. As regards 
Ex they went beyond the requirement of the Law in 

exacting compensation not only for the damage done by one's 
ox or ass, but also for that done by one's servants. They were 
less severe, however, Uian the Pharisees in punishing false 
witnesses. According to I>t 19 1 **- a false witness was to suffer 
the punishment which he hoped to see inflicted on the person 
falsely accused by him. The Sadducees held that this punish- 
ment should be inflicted on him only if the falsely accused 
person had been punished ; the Pharisees demanded his punish- 
ment, provided sentence had been pronounced on the accused, 
whether the sentence was executed or not. 

(2) Question* of Ritual. The Pharisees laid the greatest stress 
on the cleanness of the vessels used, and on the various actions 
being performed in due succession and with strict legal correct- 
ness. According to them, all the vessels of the temple had to be 
purified at the close of each feast; the scriptures were so 
precious that they could be written only on the skins of clean 
animals, and any one who touched the sacred rolls was thereby 
rendered unclean ; in accordance with Lv 16* 3 they insisted, in 
opposition to the Sodducees, that on the Day of Atonement the 
high priest should not kindle the incense till after he had 
entered the Holy of Holies ; at a Feast of Tabernacles, Alexander 
Jannajus was attacked by the people, the majority of whom by 
that time favoured the Pharisees, because, as high priest, he 
poured the water of libation upon the ground beside the altar, 
instead of upon the alUr. The Sodducees scoffed at the 
Pharisaic laws relating to purity: according to Pharisaic 
principles, the sacred writings were less pure than the books of 
Homer, contact with which did not defile ; the Pharisee*, it was 
said, would even sprinkle the sun in the heavens with lustra! 
water. So far as they laid stress on Levitical purity, it was 
apparently in the interest of the priesthood. They insisted 
that the red heifer, from whose ashes the lustral water was 
prepared (Nu 1B>-10), should be burned only by priests who had 
been thoroughly cleansed from all possible defilement, whereas 
the Pharisees laid more stress on the act performed by the 
priest than on the priest himself, whom they even tried to 
defile by contact with themselves. The Pharisees demanded 
that the cost of the daily sacrifice, which was offered on behalf 
of the whole people, should be defrayed out of the temple 
treasury ; while the Sodducees maintained that, the treasure 
in the temple being in a manner their property, the sacrificial 
victims should be provided from the free-will offering!! of the 
individuals who took p rt in the sacrifice. 

(8) At to the FeatU, the two parties differed in the manner of 
fixing the date of Pentecost. According to Lv 23i> '» seven 
full weeks had to be counted from 'the morrow after the 
sabbath ' upon which the priest waved the sheaf of first-fruits 
before the Lord. The Pharisees followed the traditional inter- 
pretation (e.g. in the LXX, ad loe. ; cf. Ant. in. x. 5), that the 
• sabbath " meant the first day of the feast, and that conse- 
quently Pentecost might fall on any day of the week. The 
Sodducees (or rather, according to Schurer, I.e. 413, the 
Boethusians, a variety of the Sadducees) held that the 'sabbath ' 
meant the weekly sabbath, and that therefore Pentecost always 
fell on the first day of the week. They naturally also refused 
to acknowledge as binding the tradition of the fathers as to 
the way of observing the sabbath.* 

(b) Doctrinal differences. — (1) According to the 
NT (Mt 22* Mk 1S», Lk 20* Ac 4 1 -- 23") and 
Josephus, the Sadducees denied the resurrection of 
the body, to which Josophus adds that they denied 
also future rewards and punishments, and even 
maintained that the soul perishes with the body 
(Ant. XVIII. i. 3f. ; BJ II. viii. 14). The doctrines 
of a bodily resurrection and of future retribution in 
the later "Jewish sense are not found, till late, in 
the OT ; but it teaches a shadowy existence of 
souls in Sheol. In opposition to the Pharisees, 
therefore, the Sadducees held substantially the old 
Hebrew view, save (if Josephus is to be trusted) as 
regards continued existence after death. (2) Ac- 
cording to Ac 23* they also denied the existence of 
angels and spirits, i.e. of a world of supermundane 
spirits. Seeing that they accepted the OT, it is 
difficult to understand their position on this subject. 
It was probably due to their general indifference 
to religion and to the rationalistic temper which 
led to the extreme limit in opposition to the 
angelology of their adversaries. (3) According to 
Josephus (BJ II. viii. 14; Ant. XIII. v. 9) the Sad- 
ducees denied 1 fate ' altogether ; it was impossible 

• For a full account of these controversies see Montet, I.e. 
WOff.. where the authorities are given ; also Schurer. I.e. 412 ff. 



for God to commit or to foresee anything evil ; the 
doing of good or evil was left entirely to man's 
free choice ; man was the master of his own destiny 
and the sole author of his own happiness or misery. 
The Pharisees, on the other hand, made everything 
dependent on 'fate' and God ; still they did not 
teach an absolute fatalism ; it had pleased God that 
there should be 'a mixture' of the Divine and 
human elements ; there was a co-operation of God 
in all human actions, good and evil, but the doing 
of good or evil was to a large extent in man's 
power (BJ II. viii. 14 ; Ant. XVIII. i. 3, XIII. v. 9). 
' Properly understood, the real difference between 
the Pharisees and Sadducees seems to have 
amounted to this : that the former accentuated 
God's preordination, the latter man's free-will ; 
and that, while the Pharisees admitted only a 
partial influence of the human element on what 
happened, or the co-operation of the human with 
the Divine, the Sadducees denied all absolute pre- 
ordination, and made man's choice of evil or good, 
with its consequences of misery or happiness, to 
depend entirely on the exercise of free-will and 
self-determination ' (Edersheim, The Life and Times 
of Jesus the Messiah, i. 31 fif. ). Though Josephus 
is our only authority for the denial of Divine 
providence on the part of the Sadducees, there is 
no good reason to question his substantial accu- 
racy. They felt no need of a Divine- providence, 
but relied entirely on their own resources. * They 
claimed nothing from God, nor He from them ' 
(Wellhausen, I.e. 295). 

iv. The Sadducees and Jesus.— In the NT 
the Sadducees are mentioned by name only in 
Mt 3 7 16'- «• nt (in the parallel passage, Mk 8 ,lff -, 
thoy are not mentioned), 2HP 3 - 9 *, Mk 12'", Lk 20 s7 , 
Ac 4 1 5" 23*- 7 - 8 . They are not mentioned by name 
in St. John's Gospel, where, however, we find the 
expression ' chief priests and Pharisees ' (7**" 40 1 l 47, 67 
18*) instead of the 'Pharisees and Sadducees' of 
Mt and Mk. It was only towards the close of His 
life that our Saviour came into open conflict with 
them. They* had little influence with the people, 
especially in religious matters ; His criticism was 
therefore mainly directed against the Pharisees 
and scribes, the supreme religious authorities, 
although, according to Mt 16*- He also warned 
His disciples against the leaven of the Sadducees, 
meaning, probably, their utterly secular spirit. 
They, on their part, seem to have ignored Him, 
until, by driving the money-changers out of the 
temple (Mt 21"*, Mk ll""'-, Lk HI**-), He inter- 
fered with the prerogatives of the Sanhedrin. His 
acceptance of the Messianic title 1 son of David ' 
also filled them with indignation against Him (Mt 
21' 8 '-). They accordingly joined the scribes and 
Pharisees in opposition to Him, and sought to 
destroy Him (Mk II", Lk 19 47 ), first, however, 
attempting to discredit Him in the eyes of the 
people, and to bringdown upon Him the vengeance of 
the Romans, by their questions as to His authority, 
as to the resurrection, and as to the lawfulness of 
paying tribute to Cassar (Mt 21 a3 * r - 22 a "; Mk IP™- 
12 l8ff -, Lk 20 Iir - »* **• ; cf. Jn 1 l« 7ff - » 7 ). In the San- 
hedrin that tried Him they probably formed the 
majority, and the 'chief priests,' who presided, 
belonged to their party. The ostensible ground on 
which they condemned Him was His claim to be 
the Messiah ; this was blasphemy against God, for 
which they decreed Him worthy of death (Mt 28**, 
Mk 14 8ur \ Lk 22 Mft ). But the Sodducees, at least, 
were doubtless even more influenced by the fear 
that a Messianic movement led by Jesus mi^ht 
have disastrous political consequences (cf. Jn ll* 7ff ). 

After our Lord's Ascension they persisted in their 
opposition to Him in the person of His disciples 
(Ac 4 Iff - 5 17ff - 23 ,ff ). We are not informed that any 
of them joined the infant Church ; for, as we have 
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seen, the priests, a great company of whom were 
obedient to the faith (Ac 6 7 ), were not necessarily 
of their party. According to Joseph us (Ant. XX. 
ix. 1) they were also responsible for the death of 
James, the ' brother 1 of our Lord. 

Liter ATii mi. — See literature at end of art Pharisees. 

D. Eaton. 

SADDUK (B -ZaoSovXovKOi, A ZdSffowrof, AV 
Sadduc), 1 Es 8 s .— Zadok the high priest, ancestor 
of Ezra (cf. Ezr 7 s ). 

SADOC— 1. (Sadoch) An ancestor of Esdras, 2 Es 
I 1 = Zadok of Ezr V. 2. (2ad"«i/t) A descendant of 
Zerubbabel and ancestor of Jesus, Mt 1 M . 

SAFFRON (ob->s karkCm, kp'jko*, crocus).— Kitr- 
him, the Arab, form of karkom, is denned in the 
Arab, dictionaries by za'fardn, from which the 
Eng. word saffron is derived. Three sorts of plants 
are known in Arab, by the name zdfaran: — (1) 
The genus Colchicum, or the order Liluicea:. The 
three styles of the species of this genus are long, 
and often orange-coloured, but are not used in 
medicine or cookery. The corm and seeds are 
medicinal. (2) Carthamus tinrtorius, L., the 
Satflower or Bastard Saffron. This is an annual 
plant of the order Compositat, 3-5 ft. high, having 
a head of orange-coloured flowerets as large as a 
walnut. These flowerets are employed for the 
same purposes as the true saffron, and, being much 
cheaper, tliey are used to adulterate the more 
costly commodity. They are also used in dyeing. 
The satflower is cultivated in large quantities near 
Damascus. (3) The genus Crocus, of the order 
Irul'icca;, of which there are eight species in 
Palestine and Syria, besides, the cultivated C. 
sativus, L. The orange-coloured styles and dis- 
sected stigmas of all the species of this genus are 
collected and dried, and used as a colouring 
material and aromatic in the preparation of food, 
esp. to impart a yellow tinge to boiled rice. They 
were formerly employed in medicine as an anti- 
spasmodic and emiucnagogue. The most abundant 
of the wild species of crocus is U. cancellatus, 
Herb. Bot. The corms of this are edible, and are 
collected in considerable quantities, and sold in 
the streets of Damascus and other Oriental cities. 
They have a flavour somewhat like that of the 
chestnut. Zdfaran is familiarly used for all the 
above-named plants. On the other hand, k&rkUm 
is not commonly used for any. It is the classical 
name for the crocus alone, but not confined to any 
one species. In the only passage in which karkvm 
occurs (Ca 4?*), i.e. among a list of cultivated 
garden aromatics, it prob. refers to C. sativus, L. 

G. E. Post. 
SAHIDIC YER8I0N.— See Egyptian Versions, 
vol. i. p. 669 b . 

SAINT.— This stands in AV for two Heb. words. 
1. chi-j (Aram, c^b in Daniel) : (a) of men, Dt 33 s , 
Ps 16*34" 106 16 , Hos 11" t [elsewhere and usually 
tr. 'holy'; see Holiness]; (6) of angels (a usage 
now obsolete), Dt 33-, Job 5' 15", Ps 89* 7 , 
Zee 14 5 , Dn8 w ; cf. Jude M and prob. 1 Th 3 1S | 
[KV in all except last 'holy one(s),' see Driver 
on Dn 8»]. 2. rpn 1 S 2», 2 Ch 6« Pr 2"+ 16 t. 
in Psalms [also tr. 'godly,' 'holy,' 'merciful'; 
see, more fully, Driver, Par. Psalter, 443 f.} 
Both these words, with few exceptions (rpg in 
Ps 4 3 12 1 16 ,0 (?) 32 s 86 J , Mic 7 s , 1 S 2 9 (?), Pr 2 s , 
Dt 33 8 ; pJhg in I*» 106", but this is hardly an 
exception), are used in the plural or with a 
collective noun, i.e. of a class. Neither in the OT 
nor NT is it usual for a righteous man to be 
called individually 'a saint' or 'the saint.' The 
reason of this is that a man's standing in relation 
to God was not regarded as one of isolated conse- 



cration or holiness, but as something attaching to 
him as member of a larger whole, to which the 
covenant relation in the first instance belonged. 
In the OT this larger unit was Israel, the holy 
nation ; in the NT the Church, the holy nucleus of 
redeemed humanity. ' The saints '— ' the saints of 
the Most High,' ' the people of the saints,' or 
most fully ' the people of the saints of the Most 
High' (Dn 7" «.» « guj—were the members of 
a holy community, consecrated to a holy life as 
defined by the covenant on which the relation 
depends. Such, then, is the general notion ex- 
pressed by the words onpnp and o~rpq, and their 
LXX and NT equivalents, ayioi and 5am. But there 
are further distinctions which have to be noted. 

"Ay i*i and iriti. While ov'np is rendered in the LXX by 
iyttt, D'Vpq appears as irm. The specific idea of the former 
is' the consecrated,' or those in religious covenant with God ; of 
the latter, ' the godly 1 or ' pious,' those dutiful to the religious 
relation. While Zyut is a very rare word in classical Greek, 
and was perhaps for that very reason chosen by the LXX, to 
the exclusion of the usual term iifit — so compromised by its 
use in pagan religion— iVwr, on the other hand, largely retains 
its classical meaning. Thus Plato (Gorg. p. 5076) says, nti pi> 

&t6*6rtu( rk f^wn rpmmn iixm' mr xpurm, wlpi it Out* 

'trim ; and elsewhere he makes lintutc the generic and trut the 
specific term (cf. also Xen. Anab. H. vi. 25X Accordingly, in 
the OT, it is objective sanctity that is expressed by « mym 
( = ti iym*f*im<=t Xmit murtv in Dt S3 3 ; cf. Ezr 8* i/u'-f myiti 
t« mpUfY, whereas subjective sanctity— response in feeling 
and conduct to God's ipn, or graciousness— is usually empha- 
sized in the use of ti 'iritt (=«' iymrinxu fit KCpttt in Ps 96 10 , 
where we have also f uA«rn< KCput rht «?» »vnv, 

cf. 97 10 : so «*it« iritu iri*6i,ri, xtti fttrk itipt tiAi/«/ rtui*,rr„ 
nmi a*»t« i«A«T.C uAut-nt trr>, 2S 22»f=Ps 18», and cf. Dt 
338). Of course the gracious conduct of ' the godly ' is but a 
realization of the idea of their relation as God's ' consecrated 
ones ' ; but it is this their conduct, in dutiful loyalty to the 
Covenant shown in habitual act, that marks them iciw (as in 

Ps 50* rvtayiyirt miri f*vf ir.tut mi/rtv, nut iimriB$ui*tut^ tv.» 

lixBt.Kv > tturtv twi Ovrim'it), This agrees with the fact that 
sometimes renders words like 3], "iV-rp, cp, d - cb ; and that its 
normal equivalent Tfn is also rendered by ixti./un (Jer 8 1 *, 
of God), ilr%&(,( (Mic 7*), liXufftCuntt (Pr 28); while vypn 
is paraphrased by ti ulti rtv in 2 Ch 0U. Further, hdtXd is used 
only of persons ; and here one remembers the title HaridUn, by 
which the godly called themselves in Maccahean days; see 
art. Ha8ID4saks. The opposite holds of ti iiyiu, in which the 
stress falls on the covenant relation, though at times not 
without suggestions, in the context, of the practical loyalty 
thereto of those thus described. These distinctions and con- 
trasts also persist fairly constantly through the later parts of 
the LXX, including the Psalms of Solomon. 

When we reach the NT, the striking thing is 
the total disappearance of ol &rioi as a title of 
God's own people. In a substantival sense lam 
is used only of Jesus as Messiah, and that after 
Ps 16'° (Ac 2 s7 13 35 ). On the other hand, the 
prerogative phrase for members of the sacred 
Society of Israel, ol &ym, is transferred to the 
members of Christ's Ecclesia, as consecrated to the 
Messianic Kingdom in keeping with the holy call- 
ing of God. It was, in all probability, the over- 
shadowing sense of the privilege of such a status, 
and of the Divine action as bringing it about, that 
caused the objective side to obtain such exclusive 
emphasis as to prevent the term expressive of 
human devoutness (ol 8am) from emerging as 
before. Christians stood as men called out or 
sanctified by electing grace (^*X€(rrol rod deoZ, Col 
V* ; cf. Eph 1* kXijto! iym, 1 Co I s , Ko l 7 ). their 
sainthood determined by their relation to Christ 
as believers (A-ylott k. tiotois iv Xptory, Eph l 1 , Col 
l 3 ; cf. iv roti irytaapdi'ois xlarci rjj th ifiA, Ac 26 1 "), 
on the basis of His sacrificial death (He 10 10 * M ), 
which inaugurated the New Covenant (v.* 9 ). 

' Saints by effectual calling ' is thus the primary 
sense of ' the saints.' But in all a new spirit or a 
renewed heart is assumed to exist, the subjective 
response quickened by the message of so great 
redemption. All the justified are ' saints,' and as 
such are marked by true 'repentance from dead 
works and faith towards God/ But faith towards 
God in Christ involves devotion to an obedient 
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walk after Christ's example, 'as befitteth saints' 
(Eph 5 3 ) ; and to this practical aspect of saintship 
attention is growingly directed as time goes on. 
St. Paul is constantly calling on his converts to 
commit themselves, once for all, to conduct 
' worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing ' (Col 1 M ). 
St. Peter keeps hefore his readers the obligation 
of saintliness, after the pattern of the Holy Father, 
and in remembrance of the superlative cost of their 
initial redemption from their former vain manner 
of life (1 P l 1 *- 41 ) ; and he refers women to the 
example of ' the holy women ' in the OT (3 s ). In 
the Apocalypse we read of 'the patience of the 
saints, those who keep God's precepts and the 
faith of Jesus' (14 12 ); and are told that 'the line 
linen is the righteous deeds (J-Kcuu/xara) of the 
saints' (19 8 ). And indeed this expectation that 
fundamental consecration will appear in conduct 
and character, is a necessary corollary of the 
belief that the believer as such was ' sealed ' a 
member of the Messianic community by the Holy 
Spirit. Here lay the signilicance of Christian 
baptism (I Co 6 11 ) ; and St. Paul at least built his 
whole theory of sanctification upon the abiding 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the 'saint' as the 
immanent principle of his new life (Ito 8 4 - 1 Th 
4 7 - It is by His energy that the regenerate will 
wars its warfare against the flesh and attains fuller 
life (8 1S ) ; it is in virtue of His indwelling that the 
saint shall enjoy the tinal redemption of his whole 
man, including release from the ttondage of bodily 
corruption (8 11 * *) ; and the animating impulse of 
the very life of prayer, whereby saints overcome, 
and realize full manhood in Christ (Eph 4 IjB *)i is 
still the self same Holy Spirit (Ito Eph 3 18tr - 
4 30 6 18 ). See Sanctification. 

Literature.— The material is collected in Trench, Synonymt 
<tf the A'T, and in Cremer, Bib.-ThctA. Lex., ». iiyitt anil Witt. 

J. V. Hartlet. 
SALAMIEL.— An ancestor of Judith, Jth 8' (BA 
ZaXa/^X, X SaAtajMA). See ShELUMIEL. 

SAL AMIS (ZaXa^s; Salamis), the first place 
visited by Paul and Barnabas on the first mis- 
sionary journey (Ac 13*), was, as early as the 
6th cent. B.C., one of the most important Greek 
towns of Cyprus. Under the Persians, it was the 
seat of one or the many Greek princes of the island ; 
and in Roman times it was a nourishing mercantile 
town, from which the eastern half of Cyprus was 
governed. Having been overthrown by an earth- 
quake in the reign of Constantino, it was rebuilt 
by Con8tantius, and under the name of Constantia 
became the capital of Cyprus. From A.D. 307-403 
the bishop of Constantia was Epiphanius. 

Under the Roman empire the Jews were very 
numerous in Cyprus ; and there must have been 
a large colony of them at Salamis, with several 

Snagogues. They were no doubt attracted by 
e facilities for trade afforded by the fine harbour 
of Salamis, and the farming of the copper mines 
or Cyprus to Herod the Great (Jos. Ant. xvi. iv. 5). 
The word was preached in Cyprus soon after the 
martyrdom of Stephen (Ac ll' 9 -'-' ), and amongst 
the early converts was Mnason (Ac 21 18 ). Barna- 
bas was a Cypriote (Ac 4 s6 ), and so possibly was 
John Mark, who accompanied Paul and Barnabas 
to Cyprus. During the suppression of the insur- 
rection of the Jews in the reign of Hadrian, 
Salamis suffered greatly, and was almost deserted. 

Salamis stood on the seashore at the eastern 
end of the great fertile plain — Salaminia — which 
stretches westward for many miles between two 
ranges of mountains. Its harbour was good, and 
from it the rich products of Cyprus were shipped 
to Seleucia and the Syrian coast. The harbour is 
now filled with sand and overgrown with thorns 
and thistles ; and a few broken columns and frag- 
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ments of mural masonry alone remain to mark the 
greatness of the ancient city. The site is about 
3 miles from the modern Famagusta, and not far 
from it is the Greek monaster}* of St. Barnabas. 

C. W. Wilson. 
8ALASADAI. — An ancestor of Judith, Jth 8- 
(B lapaaaSal, A Ia\a<raSal, « Zapuradal). 

8ALATHIEL — 1. The father of Zerubbabel, 
1 Es 5 8 - 84 6 a (ZaXa0ii}\, and so in the genealogies 
of Mt 1" and Lk 3 s7 ). See Shealtiel and Zerub- 
babel. 2. Another name of Esdras, 2 Es 3 1 (Sala- 
thiel). 

8ALECAH (-1-375 ; 'A<r«Xxo, SfXxa, Zeicxal, E\xd, 
'A x d; Salecha, Salactia ; AV Salcah, in Dt 3 1U 
Salchah).— Salecah, one of the cities of Og (Jos 12 8 ), 
was on the eastern boundary of Bashan, to which 
the kingdom of Og extended (Dt 3 W , Jos 13"). 
Though not specially mentioned, it must have 
been included in ' all the kingdom of Og, king of 
Bashan,' which was given to the half tribe of 
Manasseh (Jos I3 M ). But in 1 Ch 5" the children 
of Gad are said to have dwelt ' in the land of 
Bashan unto Salecah.' 

Salecah was held by the Nabato?ans under king 
Aretas (B.C. 9-a.d. 40), whose coins have been 
found in the ruins. It was nn important place in 
Roman times, and was specially sacred to Allat, 
the mother of the gods. It is identical with the 
present Sal/chad— the Sarkhad of Abulfeda, who 
mentions its numerous vineyards, and the Selcath 
of William of Tyre, in whose day it was a strong 
fortress. The town occupies a commanding posi- 
tion a little south of the last spurs of Jebel Haurdn, 
at the point where the great eastern road, that led 
from Gadara to the Persian Gulf, entered the desert. 
In the town, now occupied by Druses, there are 
many of the ancient houses — some almost perfect. 
The water-supply was, and still is, derived from 
rain water collected in reservoirs and cisterns. A 
conical volcanic hill rises to a height of over 300 ft. 
above the town, and in its crater stands the castle. 
It was built, or rebuilt, by the Romans, and must 
afterwards have been restored by the Arabs or the 
Seljuk Turks, for at the time of the Crusades it 
was an important fortress. From it the old Roman 
road can be seen running straight as an arrow over 
the plain towards Bosra and Gadara, and east- 
ward as it enters the desert on its way to the 
Persian Gulf (Porter, Giant Cities of Bashan, p. 75 ; 
Heber- Percy, A Visit to Bashan and Argob). 

C. W. Wilson. 

SALEM (Z-lX-wtoj, AV Salum), 1 Es 8- = Shallum, 
an ancestor of Ezra (cf. Ezr V) ; called also Salk- 
MAS (?), 2 Es 1». 

SALEM (qW, i e. Shalem ; ZaXV ; Salem).— 1. A 

Slace of which Melchizedek was king (Gn 14 18 , 
[e 7 1, 3 ). It was, apparently, near a broad open 
valley {'emek), called ' the vale of Shaveh,' or ' the 
kings vale' (Gn 14 17 ). Various positions have 
been assigned to Salem. Josephus and the Jewish 
commentators identified the town with Jerusalem, 
and believed Salem to be the ancient name of that 
city (Jos. Ant. I. x. 2, BJ vi. x. ; Onkelos and all 
the Targg.). This was also the opinion of the 
early Christians, for Jerome (Qu. in Gen.) writes 
of Melchizedek as ' king of Salem, which was the 
old name of Jerusalem,' and he alludes to the 
same belief in Ep. lxxiii. adEv. § 2. (See also Ens. 
Onom. 'Itpovaak^n). Jerome himself, however, iden- 
tified Salem with a place called Salumias, in the 
Jordan Valley, 8 miles south of Scythopolis, where 
the ruins of the palace of Melchizedek were shown 
{Ep. lxxiii. ad Ev. §7 ; Onom. s. ' Salem,' 'Aenon '). 
At this spot there is now an artificial mound {tell), 
and on it the tomb of Sheikh Salim. In a frag- 
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raent preserved by Eusebius (Prrrp. Ev. ix. 22) the 
meeting of A brain and Melchizedek is said to have 
taken place in 'Ar-Garizin, that is, Mt. Gerizim. 
This is probably a tradition derived from the belief, 
current in the times of Eusebius and Jerome, that 
Shechein was the Shalem (AV, RVm) of Gn 33 18 
(Onom. s. 'Salem,' 'Siehem'). This view Mas 
advocated by Dean Stanley (S. and P. 250). The 
Samaritan tradition places Salem at SAlim, east of 
N&blus. Bochart (Phalca ii.) and Ewald (Gesch. 
i. 410) supposed Salem to nave been east of Jordan, 
between Damascus and Sodom. 

The most probable view is that Salem was 
Jerusalem. The arguments in its favour are : — 
that Jerus. is so called in Ps 76 2 (see below) ; that 
Salem as the residence of a priest-king must have 
been an important and well-known city, and that, 
if it be not Jerusalem, it is only once mentioned in 
the OT ; the similarity of the names of the two 
kings Melchizedek and Adonizedek (Jos 10 1 , if 
this and not Adonibezek is the correct reading, see 
Adonizedek) ; and the parallel drawn between 
Melchizedek and the king of the line of David 
ruling at Jerusalem (Ps 110 4 ). In the Tel el- 
Amarna tablets, which are earlier than the con- 
quest of Palestine by Joshua, Jerusalem appears 
as Uru- salim, that is, according to Sayce [but 
this interpretation is extremely doubtful], the city 
of the god Snlim, or god of peace. It may be 
added that Abram's route on his return from 
Damascus to Hebron might well have passed 
through Jerus., and that the vale of Shaven may 
liave Deen the broad open head of the valley of 
Uinnom before it contracts and becomes a ravine 
(gai). See, further, Dillm. on Gn 14" ; Sayce, 
HCM 295 If., EHII 28 ; Hommel, ^.tfT201. 

2. (^»- f/pVn ; in pare) There is a general agree- 
ment that in Ps 76- ' Salem ' is Jerusalem. Each 
of the two names Salem and Zion indicates Jeru- 
salem as the special seat of Divine worship, as 
Judah and Israel each stand for the whole nation 
in Ps76' 114» 

3. The valley of Salem (rb» affKCnia 2a\j)ji) is 
mentioned (Jth 4 4 ) as one of the places to which 
the ]>eople of Judrca sent messengers on the ap- 
proach of Holof ernes. Reland suggests (Pal. 
p. 977) that the original Heb. reading was wcS 
oVc 1 ? (=ef» aiXZva eU 2aX))/i, 'into the plain to 
Salem,' that is, into the Jordan Valley (AvXAv) to 
Salem), and that the Greek translators rendered 
without the repeated et't. The place was very pos- 
sibly that called Saltimias by Jerome (see above), 
which was situated not far from the point at which 
the ancient road from BetliBhean to Shcchem left 
the plain of the Jordan and entered the hills. 

4. In Jer 41 [48] 8 the LXX (B) reads Salem for 
Shiloh. This Salem, if the reading be correct, 
must have been near Shechem, and possibly at 
Siilim to the east of Ndbliis. 

C. W. Wilson. 
SALEMAS (Salame, Salemas, AV Sadamias), 
2Es l' = Shallum, an ancestor of Ezra (cf. Ezr ~ 3 ) ; 
called also Salem, I Es 8 1 . There is some doubt as 
to the nominative of this name in 2 Esdras. It 
occurs in the genitive, for which Dr. James reads in 
the text Salome, with note 'Salemie A.' 

SALIM (Hahtln ; Salim).— A town or village 
named (Jn 3 a ) to indicate the position of -Enon, — 
the 'springs' in which John was baptizing,— and, 
presumably, a well-known place, ft was on the 
west side of Jordan (cf. Jn 3* with l 58 and 10*>), 
but its site has not yet been determined. Various 
identilications have been suggested. 

(1) Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. '.Enon') 
state that in their day <Enon was shown 8 miles 
south of Scythopolis. near Salim (Sal it mists), and 
the Jordan. This Salim is now, apparently, Tell 



Ridhghah (see Salem), not far from which h a 
group of tine springs that answer well to the 
' many waters ' ot ^Enon. It has been objected to 
this site that, as it was in Samaria, the Jews 
would not have gone to it to be baptized. But 
it is probable, from its position, that Salumias 
was in the district of Scythopolis — a town of 
Decapolis, with a large population of Jews noted 
for their strict performance of all religious observ- 
ances. See, further, Westcott on J n 3*\ 

(2) Robinson (BRP iii. 333) and Conder (Tent- 
Work, i. 91) have proposed Sulim, east of Xdblm; 
but this place is 4 miles from the springs identilied 
with yEnon, and separated from them by a range 
of hills. It is, too, in the heart of Samaria, and 
not far from Shechem. 

(3) Barclay (City of the Gnat King, 558-570) 
identifies yEnon with the copious springs in Wddy 
Fdrah, to the N.E. of Jerusalem, and is of opinion 
that Salim was in the Wddy Suleim near Andta 
(Anathotb). 

(4) Biisching identifies Salim with 'Ain Karim, 
the traditional birthplace of St. John. 

(5) Alford (Gr. Test. Jn 3 s3 ) and Riehm (HWB, 
8. 'Salim') suppose Salim and .Enon to be Shilhim 
(LXX ZeXeetAi) and Ain in the Negeb (Jos 15*-'). 
But these two places in the southernmost parts of 
Judah, as yet unidentified, seem to be too far 
removed from what is known of the scene of the 
Baptist's labours. C. W. Wilson. 

8ALIM0TH (B 2aXtij«itf, A '\oaa\intL6, due to a 
wrong division of syllables in the names B<m | 
aa2a\in<i0, AV Assalimoth), 1 Es 8 M . Called 
Shelomith, Ezr 8 °. 

8ALLAI ( % Vp).— 1. The eponym of a Benjamite 
family which settled at Jerusalem after the 
Return, Neh ll 8 (^Xei). 2. The name of a priestly 
family, Neh 12*» (Bx*A oiii., K e ■• ZaXXai), called 
in v. 7 Sallu. 

SALLU.— 1. The eponym of a Benjamite family 
which settled at Jerusalem after the Return, 
1 Ch 9 7 (k^p; B ZaX<^. A 2aXw), Neh ll 7 («>0 : 
B 2ijX«J, N c - • ZijXwaO- 2. The name of a priestly 
family, Neh 12 7 (iVp; Bs*A oiu., K c - " XaXovai), 
called in v.» Sallal. 

8ALLUMUS (SdXXoi'Mot), 1 Es 9 2S = Shallum, Ezt 
10" ; called Salum, 1 Es 5*. 

8ALMA.— See Salmon. 

8ALMAI ('?7t).— The eponym of a family of 
Nethinim, Neh 7 48 (B SaXa^ei, AZtXfiti, H Sa/tatj), 
called in Ezr 2" Shamlai (Kerfi '^sv ; Kethibh 
followed by AV textShalmai ; B ^afxadf, A Z«Xa/u), 
and in 1 Es 5 s0 Sudai. 

SALMAN ASAR (Salmanasar).— 2Es 13«=Shal- 
maneser (which see). 

8ALM0N, or 8ALMA (jtok Ru 4 s ', Ru 4» 
KcVy 1 Ch 2" *»• M , LXX SaX/Mtv Ru B, 1 Ch 2" A ; 
ZaX^* Ru A, 1 Ch 2" B ; SaXa.^ 1 Ch 2 s '- " ; NT 
^aXfubv with variant 2aXd («• B Aeth. ) in Lk 3 M ). - 
The father of Boaz and son of Nahshon of the 
tribe of Judah (Ru 4 20, 8I ), and therefore in the 
direct line of the ancestry of our Lord (Mt l 4 *, 
Lk 3 s2 ). If the Salma of 1 Ch 2 81 - w is the same 
person, he was the 'father' or 'founder' of Beth- 
lehem, but it is to be noticed that that Salma is 
reckoned as one of the sons of Caleb the son of 
Hur.* From Mt I s we learn that Salmon married 
Rahab. The Salma of 1 Ch 2 s4 had many descend- 

• ThiB cannot mean in any case that Salma was literally a 
son of Caleb. 
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ante, — Bethlehem and the Netophathites, Atroth- 
beth-Joab, and half of the Manahathites, the Zor- 
ites, — but the text of the verse seems to have been 
corrupted. Some have wished to distinguish be- 
tween Salma and Salmon, in order to lengthen the 
genealogy, but it is scarcely to be conceived that a 
different person is intended in the two consecutive 
verses of Ruth (4*- "•"). As to the genealogy of 
Christ, Eusebius (HE ii. 7) asserts quite distinctly 
that genealogical tables of various families, such 
as that of David, were in existence up to the time 
of the Herods. That this is possible may be 
gathered from the care exercised at the time of 
the return from the Babylonish captivity about 
noting those who 'could not show their fathers' 
houses, and their seed, whether they were of 
Israel' (Ezr 2 s ", cf. Neh 7 8 *). 

H. A. Redpath. 
8ALM0NE (JaW»-i ; Salmone).— The name of a 
promontory at the N.E. end of Crete, now Cape 
Sidero, on which stood a temple of Athene. The 
Alexandrian ship in which St. Paul sailed from 
Myrafor Italy, after reaching Cnidus with difficulty , 
met the full force of the N.W. wind, and could not 
continue her voyage on the direct track, which 
passed close to the southern points of Moiea. The 
captain, consequently, determined to alter her 
course and, when off ((card) Salmone (Ac 27 7 ), lo 
work his way westward under the lee of Crete. 
The arguments in favour of a N.W. wind, and its 
influence on the course of the ship, are well stated 
by Smith of Jordan hi 11 (Voyage and Shipwreck of 
St. Paul, p. 35). C. W. \> ILSON. 

8AL0A8 (B SdXflas, A ZaXJai, AV Talsas, from 
the Aid.), 1 Es 9 ;a = Elasah, Ezr 

SALOM.— A Greek form (ZaXwji) of the name 
Shallum (d*Vs>). Its only application in EV is to 
Salom, the father of Hilkiah, Bar l 7 . 

SALOME (ZaXtlinv)-— 1. The daughter of Herodias, 
Mt 14*-«, Mk 6 17 -- J ; see Herod, vol. ii. pp. 355, 
360. 2. A woman present at the crucifixion, Mk 
15 40 , and afterwards a visitor at the sepulchre, 
Mk 16'. The comparison of the former passage 
with Mt 27 s6 leaves little doubt that sue was 
also the wife of Zebedee, and, if so, she figures 
in the incident of Mt 2j* ws . Nothing else is 
known of her, though there are many conjectures, 
of which the principal is that she was a sister of 
Mary, the mother of Jesus. In support of that 
view may be cited a reading of the Peshitta version 
of Jn lO** (cf. also the Jems. Syr. lectionary), and 
a presumptive unlikelihood, on account of the 
similarity of the names, that Mary the wife of 
Clopas was a sister of the mother of Jesus. James 
and John would thus be the cousins of Jesus, and 
the silence of the NT as to so close a relationship 
becomes significant. ' Many other women ' were 
present at the crucifixion, Mk 15" ; and amongst 
these unnamed disciples must probablj- he sought 
the sister of Mary, the identification with Salome 
being precarious in the extreme, and sustained by 
no real evidence. See, further, art. Mary, vol. 
iiL p. 278 f. R. W. Moss. 

SALT (n^r, 4Xot, S\s). — This mineral (sodium 
chloride) is in such general use as a condiment 
to food amongst all civilized nations that it has 
become a necessity ; and undoubtedly it is bene- 
ficial in the animal economy as an antiseptic, and 
a preventive to the development of intestinal 
worms. Even wild animals feel its necessity as 
well as domestic cattle; and it is well known that 
in former times when the bison roamed in immense 
herds over the plains of North America they made 
long journeys to the 'salt-licks,' or salinas, for 



the purpose of licking the ground coated with this 
mineral. Salt of commerce is one of the most 
abundant of substances, and is found to a greater 
or less extent in nearly all countries, especially in 
England, Germany, Switzerland, and the Austrian 
Alps ; in India, both in the salt range of the 
Punjab and in the great salt lake of Sambur in 
Rajputana; in China, and in N. America. In 
Europe and the British Isles its chief source is the 
Triassic formation. It is also the most abundant 
saline ingredient in the waters of the ocean * and 
of most salt lakes. On the coasts of Spain, Italy, 
and some other countries, salt of commerce is 
largely extracted from the oceanic waters by 
evaporation. Salt is found also in the waters of 
nearly all rivers. 

The chief source of salt in Palestine is, and 
always has been, the terraced hill, called Khashm 
Usdum, on the south-western shore of the I)«'ad 
Sea (which see) ; and this trade is still carried on 
by the Arabs. Here a cliff of solid rock-salt from 
30 to 60 ft. high,t capped by white marl, extends 
for a distance of nearly 7 miles along the shore of 
the lake, and affords an inexhaustible supply ; 
while salt is also obtained from pits dug into the 
sand or slime of the shore, into which the waters of 
the Dead Sea are admitted and then allowed to 
evaporate. The abundance of salt was of the greatest 
u?:e to the Israelites, not only for domestic pur- 
poses, but for use in the sacrifices of the temple 
(Lv 2 13 , Ezr 6 9 , Mk W») ; and so Antiochus the 
Great, as a reward for the alliance of the Jews in 
his wars with Ptolemy Philopator, bestowed upon 
them gifts for their sacrifices, of wine, oil, and other 
articles, amongst which were 375 medimni of salt.; 
Cf. Ezk 47" (RVm), where, in the prophetic de- 
scription of the ideal future, after the Dead Sea 
as a whole has been sweetened, the marshes are 
still reserved for the production of salt. 

Salt trade was extensively carried on in ancient 
times along the caravan routes in Syria, Palestine, 
and Northern Africa. One of the chief of these 
was the route from the ports of Phoenicia to the 
Persian Gulf through Palmyra. The Phoenicians 
manufactured salt by evaluation from sea-water, 
and used it for salting fish. 

Emblematic Usis of th<; Term. — Owing to its 
purifying, sustaining, and antiseptic qualities, 
salt became an emblem of fidelity and friendship 
amongst Eastern nations. To have ' eaten of his 
salt,' and thus partaken of his hospitality, was 
(and still is) regarded by the Arabs as a token or 
pledge of eternal amity. So in the Bible it is 
used as an emblem of the Covenant ('a covenant 
of salt') between J" and His people (Nu 18 19 , 
2 Ch 13 s ). In memorable language our Lord 
applies the expression to His disciples : ' Ye are 
the salt of the earth' (Mt 5 ls ). Again He says: 
' Salt is good ; but if the salt have lost its saltness, 
wherewith will ye season it?' and He concludes 
with the injunction : ' Have salt in yourselves, and 
have peace one with another' (Mk 9*°). 

Excess of saltness in the ground produces 
sterility ; hence a salt-land becomes emblematic of 
barrenness and desolation (Dt Vtir*, Jer 17 6 , Zeph 
2 U ) ; and a city when destroyed was sown with 
salt, in token that it was never again to be re- 
stored. Thus it happened in the case of Shechem 
when captured by Abimelech (Jg 9**). 

E. Hull. 

SALT, CITY OP (n"?an tj).— This was one of 
the cities which fell to the lot of the tribe of 
Judah, and was situated in the wilderness of 

• In the proportion of 28 to 29 grammes per litre. 

f Hull, Mount Seir, ch. xiv. p. 129 ; Lartct, Voyag* d'Ex- 
ploration (tela Mtr Morle ; Tristram, Land of lurae), 326. 

J Jos. Ant. XII. iii. 3. Revenue was raised by a tux on salt, 
the remission of which was offered Ure Jewa by Demetrius, 
king of Syria ; ib. xiu. ii. 3. 
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Beth-arabah (Jos 15 81, **). It was also not far 
from En-gedi, the site of which we know ; hence 
it may he inferred to have occupied some position 
on the western shore of the Dead Sea, between 
En-gedi and Khashm Usdum (the salt mountain. 
See art. Salt). E. Hull. 

SALT SEA.— See Dead Sea. 

SALT, YALLET OF (nVp-K'i). — The scene of 
memorable victories of David, or of Abishai his 
lieutenant, over the Edomites (2 S 8 18 , 1 Ch 18"), # 
and at a later period of Amaziah over the same 
hereditary enemies of Judah (2 K 14 7 , 2 Ch 25"). 
The position of this valley can scarcely be a matter 
for doubt, both on account of its historical associa- 
tions as related in the above passages, and from 
the position of the salt mountain, Khashm Usdum, 
which rises from the western shore of the Dead 
Sea. The accounts of the battles M ould lead to the 
inference that the position was some valley lying 
• between Jerusalem and Edomof which Petra(Sela) 
was the capital ; and the name indicates the prox- 
imity of either the salt mountain or the salt sea. 
Both the inferences are satisfied by identifying the 
Valley of Salt with the plain extending from the 
southern end of the Dead Sea to the foot of the cliffs 
(the ascent of 'Akrabbim), t which cross the valley 
from side to side and form the southern margin 
of the Ghor. This plain is of sufficient extent to 
be the battleground for large armies. See arts. 
Arab ah and Dead Sea. E. Hull. 

SALTWORT (Job 30* RV).— See Mallows. 

SALU (K^p).— The father of Zimri the Simeonite 
chief who was slain, along with the Midianitish 
woman, by Phinehas, Nu 25 u (B "Zahfubv, A ZaXw, 
Luc. £a\w/i), 1 Mac 2 X (2aXu>/i, hence AV Salom). 

SALUM (A ZaXo^, B om.), 1 Es 5" = Shallum, 
the head of a family of porters (cf . Ezr 2* 1 ). Called 
Sallumus, 1 Es V». 

SALUTATION (NT ixncaay.h ; 'salute' in OT is 
expressed by "pa [lit. ' bless'] or ^kv [lit. 'ask 
for the peace of '], in NT by aatra^ofuu [also tr. in 
AV ' greet']).— In the modern East some word or 
act of salutation accompanies all social intercourse, 
the phrases and gestures being modi tied according 
to the occasion and the relationship of the parties. 
It is against all the courtesies of Oriental life to 
deliver any message, ask information, or pass to 
any matter of business, without some form of salu- 
tation by which inquiry is made after each other's 
welfare, and goodwill is expressed. Thus a traveller 
seeking direction from a peasant by the roadside 
must first hail him by expressing a wish that 
his toil may bring an ample reward. Similarly, 
a purchaser on entering a shop, before mentioning 
what he wants or engaging in the usual sword- 
play about the price, must salute the merchant 
with the wish that the day may prove one of bless- 
ing and profit. Remoteness from cities and centres 
of civilization does not mean ignorance of such 
etiquette, as the Bedawin of the desert excel in 
this politeness. No inferiority of position is allowed 
to excuse the omission of 6uch courtesy : the 
beggar at the door expects a salutation along 
with the copper or piece of bread, and, if refused 

* Both these passages, judging by the context, evidently refer 
to the same event, but in the former it is ' the Syrians' who are 
vanquished, in the latter it is * the Edomites.' As it is extremely 
improbable that the Syrians should have been encountered at 
the southern extremity of the Dead Sea, we must suppose that 
the latter is the correct account, and that the former is an 
error due to transcription. (Sec Driver, Sam. 217 f.). 

t ' Akrabbim = ' scorpions,' which are found under the stones 
at this place. 



charity, claims that he shall at least be dismissed 
with a recommendation to the Divine care. Some- 
thing of formal dignity mingles also with the 
daily salutations in the family. Some of the chief 
occasions of salutation are : the birth of a son, a 
marriage, the meeting of relatives away from 
home, the return of a friend from a journey, the 
appeals of the street beggar. Salutations are also 
ottered to the host after partaking of refresh- 
ments, upon meeting a fellow-traveller on the 
road, and on visits of respect to ecclesiastical or 
government officials. 

Oriental salutation, ancient and modern, owes 
much of its originating motive and distinctiveness 
of character to the lollowing facts of Oriental 
life :— 

(1) The strong sense of personal dignity among 
Orientals. — In Job 29 there is an enumeration of 
the elements of Oriental greatness, and a descrip- 
tion of the happiness of the man who is met on 
every side by the reverence, obedience, and loving 
gratitude of those to whom he has been a bene- 
factor. The same sense of dignity implies a quick 
recognition of affront, and a strong feeling of 
indignation when the claim to respect is repudi- 
ated. Hence the complaint over the cessation of 
the wonted reverence in Job 30. The narrative in 
the Bk. of Esther turns upon the salutation that 
Mordecai refused to Hainan. Christ's Oriental 
hearers would be deeply stirred by the appeal of 
the affronted guest (Lk 1**'**), and by the list of 
indignities heaped upon the neglected king (Mt 
25«. «). The ancient sculptures and paintings of 
Assyria and Egypt show the forms of prostration 
in which gods and kings were saluted and suppli- 
cated. Similar formalities are mentioned in the 
Bible as being emp!o3'ed in ordinary social life 
(Gn 32"-» 33 s , 1 S 25*-* 1 ). The usual salute of 
reverence is that of standing erect. Thus children 
rise to salute their parents (Pr 31 s8 ) ; and in the 
village, when the men are gathered in a room on 
the occasion of a marriage or funeral, it is customary 
for all to rise and stand whenover a member of the 
village or a visitor from the neighbourhood enters 
the room. There is a weird allusion to this 
custom in Is 14". The most impressive form of 
salutation is to kneel, and clasp and kiss the feet. 
This is done when some favour is sought or 
influence solicited on behalf of oneself or a friend 
(2 K 4 s7 ). When words fail, and there are no more 
tears to shed, this oratopy of silent helplessness 
seems to say, 'Cast. me not away from thy pres- 
ence' (Ps 51"). It is the power of weakness over 
strength through the confession of weakness. 

(2) The comfort derived from physical health, 
peace of mind, and family affection. — With Ori- 
entals the summit is always more pleasant than 
the ascent ; work is undertaken in order to the 
attainment of rest rather than rest enjoyed in 
order to the renewal of labour. When anything 
urgent or important has to be done, the early 
morning is chosen, so that, if possible, rest of 
mind may be recovered before the evening (Gn 22*, 
Jer 7 15 ). An Arabic proverb says, ' It is better to 
have bad news in the . morning than news of any 
kind in the evening.' Hence a fulness of mean- 
ing, a sense of needed comfort, in the salutation of 
peace (DiS? shdlOm, tlp/jry), implying both the safety 
of Divine protection and the restfulness of human 
friendship (Gn 26»- sl 44 17 , Ex 4", Nu 6*. Jg 18 s , 
1 S 1" 20" 25 6 - " 29 7 , 1 Ch 12 18 , Mk 5 s4 ). The ques- 
tion of giving and receiving this salutation of 
peace was one of grave importance to travellers 
meeting strangers on the road. If the strangers 
were enemies, they would also be aliens in religion, 
and unable to call down the blessing of their god 
upon those who were under the protection of 
another. Even at the present day, Moslems, Jews, 
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and Christians shrink from bestowing upon each 
other the salutation of peace. To the Moslem 
especially it seems heterodox to wish peace to the 
infidel, and an impertinence to be thus saluted by 
him. These limitations are left behind in Mt 5*\ 
Hence the directness of the question, ' Art thou 
for us, or for our adversaries?' (Jos 5 M ), and the 
anxious inquiry, ' Is it peace ? ' (2 K 9 17 " M ). Hence 
also the abhorrence of deceitful salutation (Ps 28 3 , 
Jer 6>* 8", Ezk 13'°). The ordinary hail of travellers 
on the road is the old formula mentioned in Ps 
118 s8 , Mt 21» 23» 1 Blessed is he that cometh.' 
Among relatives and familiar friends the form of 
salutation after an interval of separation is to kiss 
on both cheeks, or on each side of the neck. It is 
the kiss of brotherly love, and is frequently re- 
ferred to in Scripture (Gn 27 ,/7 29"- 13 31» 33* Ex 
4 s7 , Ps 85 10 ; cf. Ho 16 18 , 1 Co 16 s0 , 2 Co 13" "Salute 
one another with a holy kiss,' similarly 1 Th 5* 
' Salute all the brethren with a holy kiss,' and 1 P 
5 1 * ' Salute one another with a kiss of love '). In the 
case of children saluting their parents, scholars their 
teachers, and servants their masters, the custom is 
to stand, and, bowing down, to kiss the hand. In 
Oriental letters the opening sentence frequently 
begins with the expression, 'After kissing your 
hands,' as a token of respect. This reverential 
salutation of kissing the hands is always given to 
priests, rabbis, and sheikhs of religion. It was the 
salutation claimed by the Pharisees (Mk 12 s8 ). 
Absalom changed the salutation of respect to that 
of equal friendship (2S 15 8>9 ). There prevails at 
the present time a compromise of courtesy by which 
one seizes the hand of a friend in order to give the 
kiss of veneration, but the other defeats the design 
by quickly withdrawing his hand as soon as his 
lingers have been touched. See art. Kiss. 

In Bible instances of salutation, where one 
person falls upon the neck of another, the Heb. 
word for ' neck ' (tk;s favvdr) is used in the dual 
[probably not plural] as indicating the two sides 
that are kissed (Gn 27 18 33* 45" 46», Ca 4 9 ). 

In Oriental salutation great attention is paid to 
asking after each other's health and general wel- 
fare, in the course of a call of courtesy or on an 
occasion of meeting. It is exceedingly trying to 
a Western, who craves some exchange of thought, 
to have to answer these repeated inquiries after 
his health, more especially as every such inquiry 
begins another circulating decimal of devout 
commonplaces. It is owing to the prominence 
given to this matter that the visit of salutation in 
the Bible is often described as a health-inquiry 
( 1 S 10* 17 a 30 21 RV gives the more general « salute ' 
instead of * ask of welfare ' in 1 Ch 18 10 ). The 
union of reverence and affection in salutation is 
exemplified in Ex 18 7 , 1 S 20" 2 S 14». The 
salutation of bowing and kissing was employed 
in the worship of Baal (Job 31 27 , 1 K 19 18 ). 

The injunction, 'Salute no man by the way' 
(2 K 4 s9 , Lk 10*), referred to the inevitable delay 
imposed by common courtesy in asking and answer- 
ing formal inquiries as to health, family, etc. 
The special responsibility of one sent by another 
is recognized by the Orientals, and the messenger 
is saved from the charge of rudeness by a proverb 
which says, ' The messenger has only to deliver his 
message. 

(3) The deep- seated conviction that both blessing 
and cursing in salutation tend to work out t/icir 
fulfilment.— It was of importance to give or to 
withhold the salutation of peace. The salutation 
at parting took the form of a benediction (Ru l 8 - M , 
I S 20* a , 2 S 19 39 ), and consequently the same word 
might mean 'rejoice 'or ' farewell '( Ph 4*). This 
form of salutation is exemplified in rich fulness at 
the close of the Pauline Epistles. When Christ 
said that the 'peace' He gave was not after tho 



custom of the world, He referred to the emptiness 
that had come to mark salutations that once 
expressed a precise meaning and a sincere desire 
(Lk 24», Jn 14 37 20 1B ). The disciples were told that 
when they went forth in His name, and invoked ' 
the Divine blessing on a house, and were refused 
admittance and hospitality, then the blessing 
returned to those who had uttered it. It was their 
introduction to what has since become a familiar 
law in the Christian service, that whatever is 
forfeited for the Lord is found in Him. 

G. M. Mackie. 
SALVATION, 8AYI0UR.— The purpose of this 
art. is to give a general survey of the doctrine of 
salvation as developed within the period covered 
by the Biblical writings. Of necessity the subject 
stands in close relations with others treated in the 
Dictionary, and the reader is therefore recom- 
mended to consult, in addition to special articles 
on such subjects as Faith, Mediator, Redeemer, 
Ransom, Parousia, etc., the general articles on 
God, Holy Spirit, Jesus Christ, Messiah, 
Kingdom of God, and Eschatology. It will be 
the aim of this article, as far as possible, to avoid 
unnecessary repetition, and, passing over points of 
detail, to confine itself to a bird's-eye view of the 
doctrine as a whole. 

i. The Words. 

ii. The Idea (in general), 
UL History of the Idea. 

1. In the Old Testament. 

2. Between the Testaments. 
8. In the Teaching of Jesus. 

4. In the New Testament : (a) in general ; (b) St. Paul ; 
(e) St John, 
ir. Systematic Statement 

1. Nature ot Salvation : (a) temporal and spiritual ; 

(£>) individual and social ; (r) present and future. 

2. Conditions of Salvation: (a) on the Divine side; 

(6) on the human side. 
8. Extent ot Salvation : (a) in this life ; (6) in the lite to 
come ; (c) in the universe. 

i. The Words.— 'Salvation' is in OT tr. of a 
number of words, the principal of which are : n^c*;, 
nh. or w;, nijnpD [only Ps OS* RV 'deliverances'], 
nipt^t, from the stem v»* (lit. ' to be broad, spacious ' ; 
only found in Niphal and Hiphil, the latter with the 
meaning ' deliver ') ; in the rsT it is tr. of aunjpla, 
from <yii)$w ' to save ' (less frequently of to eurHiptov, 
neut. of the adj. <r«n)piot ; e.g. Lk 2 30 3 6 , Ac 28*, 
Eph 6 17 ; cf. Tit 2 11 ij x*P« rod 0«oO trurtipioi, ' the 
grace of God bringing salvation'). Other words 
translated 'save' in our VSS are in OT n;n and 
n;nn (Piel and Hiphil of n;n ' to live,' with the 
meaning 'to keep living,' 'to save alive'; so Gn 
12 ,a 19'» 45 7 [RV] 50-\ Ex l 17 - Nu 22 s3 31 18 , Dt 20" 1 , 
Jos 2» 6* Jg 8'" 21", 1 S 27", 1 K IS 8 20 s1 , 2 K 7 4 , 
Ezk 13' 8 - 1S , and esp. Ezk 3'" 18-" 7 , where the reference 
is to escape from penalty through repentance) ; 

(lit. 'to snatch away,' with meaning 'deliver,' 
by which it is usually rendered both in AV and 
RV ; e.g. 1 S 12 2 ' and often. The tr. ' save ' occurs 
in AV only 2S 19"). ai? (Piel of unused tsV? 'to 
slip away, 'to escape,' with meaning 'to let or 
cause to escape,' hence 'to deliver'; 1 S 19", 2S 
19 8 , 1 K 1", Job 20» Jer 48", and 2 S 19° RV, Jer 
51«. 48) . (jjt « keep,' ' to preserve ' ; Job 2", 
RV ' spare '). In NT the word 'save' is usually the 
translation of <rwfw, but the compound Siaawfa is 
rendered ' save ' in three instances (Lk 7 3 RV, where 
AV renders ' heal,' Ac 27", 1 P 3», cf. Ac 23 s * ' to 
bring safe'; elsewhere 'escape' Ac 27** 28 1 , or 
' make whole ' Mt 14 s8 ), and the same is true in 
one case (2 P 2* AV) of 4>v\Amrw (lit. 'to guard,' 
' to preserve,' so RV). The phrase weptxolrpis 
in He 10 89 is rendered ' saving of the soul ' in 
both versions. 

'Saviour' is the tr. in OT of the Hiph. ptcp. 
(Jpjnp) of V* (so Jg 3 9 - 18 , Is Iff* 43", and often) ; 
in NT and LXX of o-ur^p, from aiii^u. 
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ii. The Idea. — The root idea in salvation is 
deliverance. In every case some danger or evil is 
presupposed, in rescue from which salvation con- 
sists. Since in primitive times one of the greatest 
dangers to be feared is defeat in battle, salvation 
is often used in OT in the sense of ' victory' {e.g. 
Ex 15 s , IS ll 13 RV 'deliverance,' 19' RV 'vic- 
tory,' Ps 20 8 RVm 'victory'), and successful 
warriors are called ' saviours {e.g. Jg 3 B - ls , Neh 
9 s7 ). But this is only one modification of a much 
broader usage. Men are said to be saved from 
trouble (Ps 34 6 , Is 33 s , Jer 14 8 30 7 ; cf. 1 S lO 19 , Ps 
107 1S - 19 ), enemies (2 S 3 18 ), violence (2 S 22 s , Ps 59 s 
'bloodthirsty men'), reproach (Ps 57 s ), exile (Ps 
106", Jer 30 r ° 46* 7 , Zee 8*), death (Ps 6*. cf. v.»), sin 
(Ezk 36-*, cf. Ps 130 8 , Mt l sl ). Since all deliverance 
comes from God, He is frequently spoken of as 
'Saviour '(so esp. in Deutero-Isaiah 43*- 11 45 ,8,S1 
49 s8 60 16 63" ; but also Jer 14 8 , Hos 13 4 , 2 S 22 s , Ps 
106 31 ). Tlie name ' Saviour ' is often applied to God 
in the Apocrypha {e.g. Ad. Est 15 s , liar 4 a , Jth 
9", Wis 16 7 , Sir 51 S 1 Mac 4 30 ; cf. 3 Mac 6*- w 7 18 , 
Ps-Sol 3 7 8 W 16* 17 s ). It is less frequent in NT, 
being found only in Lk 1", 1 Ti l 1 2 s 4 10 , Tit I s 2 10 , 
Jude *. Elsewhere in NT the title is applied only 
to Jesus Christ (so Lk 2" and often). With the 
growth of the Messianic idea we find the tendency 
to use the words 'save' and 'salvation' in a 
technical theological sense of the deliverance to 
be brought in with the Messianic age {e.g. Jer 23 8 ) 
or at the last day (Is 25"). This usage! which is 
common in the Apocalyptic literature (e.rj. Enoch 
62 1S 99 10 , Apoc. Bar 68 s , 2 Es 8 s ; cf. Ps-Sol 10 8 12 7 ), 
reappears in NT in such passages as Mt 10 22 24 18 - 83 
and parall., Ro ll 28 13", 1 Co 3> 8 . 2 Ti 4" RV, He 
9 s8 , 1 P l 5 ;"- 10 . The word is still used, however, 
in NT as in OT, in the wider sense of deliverance 
from trouble (so Ja 5'* of the healing of the sick, 
and often in the Gospels). With the deepening 
sense of moral evil, 4 salvation ' acquires a more 
profound ethical and spiritual meaning. It in- 
cludes deliverance from sin itself as well as from 
the various evils which are the consequence of sin, 
and so comes to stand, in the spiritual realm as 
well as in the temporal, for a present experience 
as well as for a future expectation. The growth of 
this deeper meaning will become apparent as we 
pass to a brief review of the history, 
iii. History of the Idea.— 

The Soureet.— In the present state of Biblical criticism, any 
attempt to trace the development of a theologica. 1 conception 
must be provisional. As a part of general history, the history 
of doctrine is dependent for its sources upon the results reached 
in the wider discipline, and the uncertainty which still obtains 
as to the date and authorship of many OT passages (e.g. Psalms) 
hinders the theologian in his attempt at constructive statement. 
On the other hand, the student of doctrine has an advantage 
over the general historian. For there is an inner logic of 
ideas which is quite independent of time and place. And it 
is often possible by the aid of this logic to trace the origin and 
development of conceptions, even where external evidence as 
to their history is lacking or uncertain. In the present article 
the general results of Biblical criticism are presupposed. It is 
assumed that the idea of salvation has had a history, the broad 
outlines of which we can trace, and that the record of this 
history is preserved for us in the Biblical writings, which, 
together with the contemporaneous Apocryphal and Pseud- 
epigraphical literature, constitute our sources. In what follows 
we shall give the different stei>s in the development of the idea 
in their natural order, even if tbe particular passages which 
illustrate a special usage be themselves of later or of uncertain 
date. 

1. In the Old Testament. — The most signal in- 
stance of the Divine salvation in the early history 
of Israel, and the one which made the deepest 
impression on the national memory, was the de- 
liverance from Egypt. The prophetic historian 
in the Pentateuch (J) relates with triumph how 
' J" saved Israel that day out of the hand of the 
Egyptians ; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead 
upat ♦■he seashore' (Ex 14 30 ). The same glorious 
deliverance is celebrated in Ps 106 (cf. esp. vv. 7 - lu ). 



In these passages we have the simplest meaning of 
' salvation.' It is deliverance from present danger 
or trouble, more especially from defeat in battle. 
J" is the Saviour of Israel, because He is the one 
from whom such deliverance comes. 'J" is my 
strength and my song,' sings the author of the 
Song of Moses (Ex 15 s ), 'and he is become ray 
salvation.' And the context makes clear the sense 
in which this salvation is to be understood. ' J" is 
a man of war, J" is his name ' (v. 3 , cf. the title ./" 
Sabaoth, 'J" of Hosts,' i.e. according to what is 
probably the best interpretation, J" the God of the 
armies of Israel). The use of ' salvation ' in this 
sense of victory in battle is frequent in the OT, 
esp. in the historical books. In the time of the 
judges J" raised up 'saviours' in the persons of 
Othniel (Jg 3") and of Ehud (3">). He sent Gideon 
to save Israel (6 1 * 18 , cf. vv.* 8 - 37 ), and required him 
to reduce his force to 300 men, lest Israel should 
say, ' mine own hand hath saved me ' (7 l ). In 
the time of their distress at Aphek the people send 
in haste to fetch the ark from Shiloh, ' that it may 
come among us and save us out of the hand of 
our enemies' (1 S 4 s ). With the growth of the 
national life the importance of such deliverance 
increases. J" made Saul to be king that he might 
save the people from the Philistines (1 S 9 18 ), and 
the same is true of David after him (2 S 3 18 ' By 
the hand of . . . David I will save . . . Israel out 
of the hand of the Philistines and out of the hand 
of all their enemies ' ; cf. also 2 K 14 s7 ). This 
view of J" as the Saviour of Israel in battle finds 
classic expression in the Deuteronomic code (Dt 
20 s **) : ' And it shall be, when ye come nigh unto 
the battle, that the priest shall approach and speak 
unto the people, and shall say unto them, Hear, O 
Israel, ye draw nigh this day unto battle against 
your enemies : let not your heart faint ; fear not, 
nor tremble, neither be ye aft righted at them ; for 
J" your God is he that goeth with you, to tight for 
you against your enemies, to save you.' 

Side by side with this view of 'salvation' an 
victory in battle, goes the wider conception of it as 
deliverance from trouble. J" not only delivers His 
people from their enemies (2 S 3' 8 ), but from all 
their calamities and distresses (1 S 10", cf. Ps 
107 13 ). He saves the poor man who cries to Him 
out of all his troubles (Ps 34 8 , cf. 37 s9 ). His salva- 
tion brings with it not merely deliverance, but 
security and prosperity. This close connexion 
with prosperity is clearly brought out in such a 

Snssnge as Ps 118'** 'Save now, we beseech thee, 
i J". O J" . . . send now prosperity' (cf. Ps 
106 4 - 5 1 O visit me with thy salvation : that I may 
see the prosperity of thy chosen '). In more than 
one instance the Hebrew words usually translated 
'salvation' are rightly rendered in EV 'welfare' 
{e.g. Job 30 IS njpety or 'safety' (i.e. security, cf. 
Job 5*-", Pr 11" wr). Especially common is this 
connotation in connexion with the eschatological 
use of the word. Cf. Is 61 10 ' I will greatly rejoice 
in J", my soul shall be joyful in my God ; for he 
hath clothed me with garments of salvation, he 
hath covered me with the robe of righteousness.' 
The salvation in which the redeemed Israel is here 
represented as rejoicing is the good time of safety 
and prosperity to be ushered in with the Messianic 
age. But this is already to anticipate the next 
meaning. 

Thus far we have considered salvation as 
deliverance from present evil. The conception 
is both temporal and material. But with the rise 
of Messianic prophecy * we note a new develop- 
ment. The conception of salvation is still moie 

• The word ' Messianic' is here used in its broadest sense, to 
include the doctrine of a future Divine deliverance in all its 
forms, whether or not it involves the beUef in a Messianic king 
of David's line. 
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or less external. It involves victory in battle, the 
defeat of enemies, and worldly prospe:ity. But 
this victory is not looked for in the present. 
There is a preceding judgment to take place, in 
which unfaithful Israel shall receive from J" the 
just recompense of her sins. Only after this 
impending judgment, and then only for the faith- 
ful remnant, will J" show Himself as Saviour. We 
have thus the beginnings of the use of the word in 
an eschatological sense, as one of the features of 
the Messianic age. The prominence of the con- 
ception varies greatly in the different prophets. 
In some it is almost overshadowed by the message 
of doom. In others it is a hope which burns 
bright and clear. Often judgment and salvation 
go hand in hand, as in such a passage as Is 35 4 
' Your God will come with vengeance ... he 
will come and save you.' The Messianic salvation 
is the theme of many of the Psalms (e.g. 53* ' Oh 
that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion ! 
When God bringeth back the captivity of his 

rule, then let Jacob rejoice and let Israel 
glad.' Cf. 14 7 69 s9 - * 106" 133"). Especially 
common is the use of the word in the eschato- 
logical sense in the later portions of Isaiah (e.g. 
25" 45 s - 17 46" 49"- * 51 8 56' 6 1'° 62"). From the 
prophets it passes over into the Apocalyptic books 
(e.g. Ps-Sol 10" and often), and reappears in the 
NT with deepened ethical and spiritual meaning. 

Looking more closely at the content of this future salvation, 
we find that it has many features in common with the salvation 
already experienced in the past. It is still a time of victory 
over enemies, of worldly prosperity and joy. But there is a 
new clement which enters into the conception through the 
experiences of the Exile. Whatever else the future solvation 
may bring with it, it involves restoration from captivity. 
Thus Jeremiah, looking forward to the day when God ' will 
raise up unto David a righteous branch,' who ' shall reign as 
King and deal wisely and shall execute judgment and justice 
in the land,' goes on to say that ' in bis days Judoh shall be 
saved and Israel shall dwell safely. . . . They shall no more 
say, As J" livetb, which brought up the children of Israel out 
of Egypt ; but as J" liveth, which brought up and which led 
the seed of the house of Israel out of the north country, and 
from all the countries whither I have driven them ; and they 
shall dwell in their own land' (Jer 23* »; cf. S0'»- >8 'Behold, I 
will turn again the captivity of Jacob's tents,' 81", and esp. 
4(5*7 ' Fear not thou, O Jacob my servant, neither be dismayed, 
O Israel. For, lo, I will save thee from afar, and thy seed from 
the land of their captivity ; and Jacob shall return, and shall be 
quiet and at ease, and none shall make him afraid'). So 
Ezekiel looks for a day when God shall save His distressed flock, 
and (rather them under one shepherd, even His servant David 
(3422.21). And Zechariah confidently expects the time when 
God shall save His people ' from the East country and from the 
West country,' and shall ' bring them, and they shall dwell in 
the midst of Jerusalem' (87.8, c f. Is 662°). The return from 
captivity is the theme of the Psalmist's prayer (100*7, cf. 68 8 ); 
and in the little hymn winch forms the apj>emlix of Is 11 the 
returned exiles are represented as praising God for His deliver- 
ance, and drawing water with Joy out of the wells of salvation 
(12*). 

But the Jerusalem to which the exiles return is not to be in 
all respects the some as the old. We have emphasized the 
external features in the Messianic ideal. But we shall greatly 
misconceive the nature of Israel's hope if we regard it as purely 
external. The revelation of God's holiness had been too clearly 
apprehended by the prophets to make them content with any 
ideal which was not ethical. As the condition of enjoying the 
future salvation is repentance on Israel's part (Is i'»- '■*>), so it 
includes as one of its chief elements the righteousness of the 
nation (Jer 81 *!•**). The Messianic age is to be a time of 
justice and judgment and of the pure worship of God. When 
the Messiah comes, he will be not merely a faithful shepherd 
(Exk S4») hut a just Judge (Is 113-*), binding up the broken- 
hearted, setting at liberty the captives, righting the wronged 
(Is 61'), but at the same lime punishing the guilty (Is 11* 
C]2) ; in short, realizing the ethical ideal, the failure to attain 
which had been the cause of all Israel's misfortunes. In the 
great eschatological passages In prophet and psalmist alike, sal- 
vation and righteousness go hand in hand (Is 458- n «[13 51s 
61'*, cf. Ps 24* 71»» 132" 

8uch being in general the nature of the Messianic salvation, 
how widely shall we conceive its extent? In many passages 
indeed the prophetic vision seems bounded by Israel. The old 
oppressors are to be destroyed in the irreat judgment of the 
Day of J" (Is 13. 84. 63»-«, Ezk 38. 30, esp. 30", Zeph 2*-»). or, 
if they survive at all, it is as captives, holding the same menial 
position which they had once imposed upon Israel (Jl 3*, cf. 
I* 61*- Elsewhere, however, the prophetic horizon broadens, 
and we have the prediction of a day when the knowledge 



and service of J" shall be shared by those who hitherto have 
known Him not. Jerusalem is to be the scene not only of a 
universal dominion, but of a universal worship (Mic <>-», cf. 
Is 2*-», Is 00. 08W-31, Ps 68*>- », Zee 8**- a 14><£ 17). Nay, the 
time is coming when the Divine worship shall not be confined 
to Jerusalem. The author of Is 19 associates Egypt and 
Assyria with Israel as worshippers of the one true God. ' In 
that day shall there be an altar to J" in the midst of the land 
of Egypt, and a pillar at the border thereof to J". And it shall 
be for a sign and for a witness unto J" of hosts in the land of 
Egypt ; for they Bhall cry unto J" because of the oppressors, 
amine shall send them a saviour and a defender, and he shall 
deliver them. And J" shall be known to Egypt, and the 
Egyptians shall know J" in that day' (vv.lMl. cf. Zeph 3»- 10, 
Ps 87). This conception of a salvation wider than Israel 
culminates in the great passage Is 40 s - 6 . Here we have the 
sublime conception of Israel not merely as the recipient but as 
the minister of the Divine salvation. ' And now saith J" that 
formed me from the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob 
again to him and that Israel be gathered unto him . . . yea, 
he saith. It is too light a thing that thou shouldst be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the pre- 
served of Israel ; I will also give thee for a light to the Gentiles 
that thou mayest be my solvation unto the end of the earth ' 
(cf. Is «»■* 55» »). 

Two features of the prophetic teaching still 
need special mention, as bearing on the develop- 
ment of the doctrine of salvation. The first is the 
growing transcendence of the conception ; the 
second, the increasing stress laid upon the indi- 
vidual. 

In the earlier prophets the Messianic ideal is 
essentially earthly. Jeremiah, for example, looks 
for the re-establishment of the Davidic monarchy, 
and the restoration of conditions more glorious 
indeed, but essentially the same as those which 
preceded the Exile (Jer 23» 30» 33"-"). But with 
the lapse of time we note the tendency to magnify 
the contrast hetween the Messianic age and that 
which it succeeds. The hope of Isaiah (ch. 11) of a 
renewed nature is taken up by his successors and 
developed with a great wealth of detail. In the 
Messianic age the wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad, and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose (Is 35'). ' The wolf and 
the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox ' (65 1 ). The voice of weeping 
shall no more be heard in Jerusalem (65"). There 
shall be no more darkness or gloom, for the un- 
certain luminaries of earth shall be superseded by 
a Divine light (60 19 - *>) ; the years of life shall be 

Keatly extended (25 s ) ; and those Israelites who 
,ve passed away in the gloom and despair of the 
Exile shall rise fioni their graves to share with 
their brethren in the Messianic glory (26 1B , 
Dn 12 s ). 

It is not always easy to tell how far the passages which speak 
of a renewed nature are to be taken literally, and how far they 
are merely symbolical of the great fertility and prosperity of 
the Messianic age. But, whatever may be true of individual 
cases, there can be no doubt that the passages cited prepared 
the way for that transcendent view of the future which is 
characteristic of many of the Apocalyptic books. The pro- 
phetic hope seemed too great to l>e realized under existing 
conditions, anil hence could be ushered in only by a complete 
transformation of the present order of things. The clearest 
anticipation of this new point of view is given by the unknown 
author of the last chapters of Isaiah in his doctrine of new 
heavens and a new earth (65", cf. 66" 21 ). Where such a view- 
point obtains, the Day of J" no longer has its significance, as in 
the older prophets, as ushering in a new stage of this world's 
history. It marks the division between two worlds or ages, 
separating the present period of probation and distress from 
the final age of fruition and judgment which is to be the scene 
of Israel's * everlasting salvation ' (Is 46". Cf. Dn 7>« ; Targum 
on Gn 49'8 (quoted by Cremer, $.e. «-»{•>) : 'My soul waiteth 
not for the salvation of Gideon the son of Joas, for that is 
temporal, nor for the salvation of Samson, for it is passing, 
but for the salvation of the Messiah, the son of David, which 
through thy word thou host promised to bring to thy people, 
the sons of Israel, for this redemption my soul waiteth ; for thy 
redemption, O Jehovah, is an everlasting redemption '). 

The second feature which demands notice is the 
increasing stress laid upon the individual. In the 
earlier history of Israel the conception of salvation 
had been primarily national, but with the destruc- 
tion of the nation the attention of the prophets 
was directed more and more from the people as a 



Digitized by 



Google 



360 SALVATION, SAVIOUR 



SALVATION, SAVIOUR 



whole to the units which composed it. Jeremiah, 
and still more Ezekiel, are the prophets of this 
growing individualism, which appears clearly in 
such passages as Jer 31 29 - *>, Ezk 18. No small 
part of Messiah's work consists in righting the 
wrongs of the oppressed, and re-establishing the 
widow and the fatherless in the rights of which 
they have been defrauded (Ps 72<- I8 , Is ll*- * 61 ,s ). 
Under Him, as under a faithful shepherd, all those 
who have been faithful to .J" during the period of 
Israel's misfortunes shall be gathered together to 
form a new commonwealth in which righteousness 
shall be the controlling feature (Ezk 34, cf. Is 60" )• 
This conception of God as the Saviour of the indi- 
vidual finds expression in the Wisdom literature 
(e.g. Job 5' 8 22* 26 a , Pr ^J, and in many of the 
Psalms. J" is the deliverer of the weak and the 
needy (100 s1 , cf. 18" 72*- u ), the Saviour of the 
meek (76 9 149*, cf. Job 22»), and of all that put 
their trust in Him (86-, cf. 88 1 ). The poor man 
cried, and J" heard him, and saved him out of all 
his troubles (34 8 ). He saves the upright (37 w - *°), 
and such as be of a contrite spirit (34 18 ). He hears 
the cry of them that fear Him, and fulfils their 
desire (145 u ). Whatever may be the true inter- 
pretation of many of the later Psalms, there can 
be no doubt that their tone was much influenced 
by this growing individualism. There is a sense 
of intimacy in relation to God, a confidence, a joy 
in trust in Him which can only be thus explained:. 
Out of their own experiences in personal com- 
munion with God the writers have gained an 
insight into His tenderness and love which they 
transfer in thought to the nation. It is no 
accident that later ages have given an individual- 
istic interpretation to psalms whose reference is 
clearly national. And if we do right, with many 
recent interpreters, to understand the suffering 
servant of Deutero-Isaiah, of Israel the nation, it 
was surely through some personal experience of 
affliction gladly borne for another's good that the 
prophet was raised to his sublime interpretation of 
the meaning of his people's deeper sufferings. 

The crown of this individualism is reached in 
the doctrine of the resurrection, w hich unites in 
an unexpected way the conceptions of individual 
and of national salvation. In most of the OT, 
salvation is a conception which has meaning only 
for this life. There is indeed an existence after 
death, but it is gloomy and uneventful, without 
experience of God's mercy and grace. 1 In death 
there is no rementbrance of thee (God) : in Sheol 
who shall give thee thanks?' (Ps 6 5 ). This earth 
is the scene of God's salvation, whether present or 
future ; and even the glories of the Messianic age 
unroll themselves upon this platform, and will be 
enjoyed by those only who may be alive when the 
promised deliverance conies. 

But with the growing sense of God's greatness 
and power came the conception that even the 
realm of the dead was under His control, and that 
the righteous who had died in distress might still 
hope after death to see the salvation of God. This 
hope, which appears in sporadic utterances in the 
Psalms {e.g. 49' 8 73 W,2S ), and finds classic expres- 
sion in Job W*-* (' I know that my vindicator 
liveth,' etc.), culminates in the doctrine of indi- 
vidual resurrection, which meets us for the first 
time in Is 26'*', and is related in Dn 12 1 "*. 

But this growing individualism had a still more 
important consequence than in extending the 
range of the Divine salvation. It materially modi- 
fied the idea of its nature. The conception of sal- 
vation with which we have thus far been dealing 
is, for all its ethical features, more or les* ex- 
ternal. It is deliverance from the, consequences of 
sin rather than from sin itself. The prophets call 
upon men to repent and forsake their sins, that 



they may become worthy to receive the promised 
salvation. But with the deepening moral sense 
there comes the insight that even for repentance 
itself Divine help is needed, and the cry arises to 
God for a deliverance which shall include not 
merely the consequences of sin, but the very sin 
which has caused them. This new insight finds 
expression in such a prayer as that of the 51st 
Psalm : ' Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and 
renew a firm spirit within me. Cast me not 
away from thy presence ; and take not thy Holy 
Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of thy 
salvation ; and uphold me with a willing spirit ' 
(vv."M-). Here the salvation for which the 
Psalmist prays includes deliverance from sin as 
one of its elements (cf. Ps 130 7 - 8 ' O Israel, hope 
in J" : for with J" there is loving-kindness, and 
with him is plenteous redemption. And he shall 
redeem Israel from all his iniquities ' ; cf. Ps 39" 
79"). It is the prophets of individualism, Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel, who give clearest expression to this 
idea of salvation as deliverance from sin. ' Be- 
hold, the days come, saith J", that I will make a 
new covenant with the house of Israel. . . . But 
this is the covenant which 1 will make. ... I will 
put my law in their inward parts, and in their 
heart will I write it ; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be my people. And they shall teach no 
more every man his neighbour, and every man his 
brother, saying, Know J" : for all men shall know 
me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith J" ; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and their sin will I remember no more' (Jer 31 s '- 54 , 
cf. 33 8 ). ' And I will sprinkle clean water upon 
you, and ye shall be clean : from all your tilthi- 
ness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse yon. 
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you : and I will take away the 
stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you 
an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and 
ye shall keep my judgments, and do them . . . 
and I will save you from all your uncleannesses ' 
(Ezk 36-*"*, cf. 37 :a ). Here we have a conception 
of salvation which goes deeper than any external 
deliverance. The great piophet of the Exile 
carries on the same line of thought. To him 
the chief blessing of the Messianic age is the 
forgiveness of sins. It is not Israel whose right- 
eousness deserves the salvation of J", but J" who 
goes out after His erring children, to forgive and 
redeem them for His name's sake (Is 43 ::3 " !B ; cf. 
44 2j 33*1 -m (J46-0 65i. » z ec 3 » 131 j. j n 8llcn passages 

we have a direct preparation for the profound con- 
ception of the NT. 

2. Between tlie, Testaments. — In the Apocalyptic 
and Pseudcpigraphical literature of the Jews we 
find a further development of the tendencies 
already noted in the OT. Extending over a 
period of some three centuries, its earlier portion 
contemporaneous with the later parts of the OT, 
its later [e.g. Apoc. Baruch, 2 Esdras) with the 
NT, it bridges the gap between the two in thought 
as well as in time. This is especially true in 
connexion with our doctrine. In not a few places 
indeed ' salvation ' is still used in the sense of 
present deliverance {e.g. Jth 8 17 , Ep. of Jer 36). 
In general, however, the use of the word is 
eschatological. The expected salvation is that 
of the Messianic age, which, with the lapse of 
time, is conceived of in more and more tran- 
scendent manner. Where the earlier conception 
of an earthly kingdom still survives, it is usually 
in the form of a millennium or preliminary period 
of blessedness, preceding the final triumph which 
takes place in the other world. Side by side with 
this growing transcendence we note a further 
development of individualism. Not only has the 
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doctrine of the resurrection become a familiar 
article of faith, but the doctrine of rewards and 
punishments is extended to the period immedi- 
ately after death. In some cases the hope of 
individual reward is associated with large ex- 
pectations of the triumph of Israel, or extends 
even beyond this to take in the conversion of the 
Gentiles. In other cases (as in 2 Esdras) the 
writer despairs even of the conversion of Israel, 
and is fain to console himself with the thought 
that the righteous at least, even if few in number, 
shall at the last receive a glorious reward. Amid 
such a wealth and variety of material, we must 
confine our quotations to a few typical passages, 
referring the reader for fuller information on 
points of detail to the books which deal specially 
with the subject (see Literature at end of article). 

In the Apocalyptic picture of the Messianic 
kingdom, the old and the new, the material and 
the spiritual, are blended in startling and un- 
expected combinations. Sometimes we seem to 
lie breathing the atmosphere of the old prophets ; 
at others we are repelled by the artificiality and 
unreality of the conception. Thus in the earliest 
portion of the Book of Enoch (1-36, dated by 
Charles B.C. 170) the picture of the future is 
crassly material. At the resurrection, the right- 
eous eat of the tree of life (25 4 " 8 ), and as a result 
enjoy patriarchal lives (5* 25 6 ). The scene of the 
Messianic kingdom is a purified earth (10 7 16 s *), 
with Jerusalem for its centre (25 s ). The blessings 
of the kingdom, in which the converted Gentiles 
share (10 21 ), are of a sensuous nature. The powers 
of nature are increased indefinitely. Thus the 
righteous will beget 1000 children (10") ; of all 
the seed that is sown each measure will bear 
10,000 grains, and each measure of olives will 
yield ten presses of oil (10 19 , cf. Apoc. Bar 29 s , 
and note of Charles, p. 54). The author of the 
Psalms of Solomon (B.C. 70-40), on the other hand, 
emphasizes the ethical features of the kingdom. 
He looks for a Messianic king of the lineage of 
David who shall break in pieces them that rule 
unjustly (17 M ). He will be a righteous king, and 
taught of God (17 1S ), pure from sin, so that he 
may rule a mighty people (17"). ' He shall purge 
Jerusalem, and make it holy even as it was in the 
days of old' (17"). * He shall not suffer iniquity 
to "lodge in their midst; and none that knoweth 
wickedness shall dwell with them ' (17"). In both 
of these books the earth is the scene of the Mes- 
sianic Kingdom and Jerusalem its centre. Else- 
where, however (e.g. Enoch 82-90. 91-104. 37-70, 
Assumption of Moses, Apoc. Barnch), we have a 
more transcendent view of the future. Thus the 
author of Enoch 82-90 sees a new Jerusalem 
taking the place of the old (90 28 - *) and becoming 
the centre of a new community in which all 
the members shall be transformed into the image 
pf the righteous Messiah (90 38 ). The author of 
Enoch 91-104 takes up the prophetic thought of a 
new heaven and a new earth, but develops it on 
the former side only (91 ls ). It is not earth but 
heaven which is to be the abode of the redeemed 
(104 2 ). 'Be hopeful,' he cries to his despondent 
readers, 'for aforetime ye were put to shame 
through ills and affliction ; but soon ye will shine 
as the stars of heaven, ye will shine and ye will 1 e 
seen, and the portals of heaven will be opened to 
vou. ... Be hopeful and cast not away your hope ; 
for ye will have great joy as tbe angels of heaven. 
. . . And now fear not, ye righteous, when ye see 
the sinners growing strong and prospering in their 
ways, and he not liko unto them, and have no 
companionship with them, but keep afar from 
their violence ; for ye will become companions of 
the hosts of heaven ( 104* 4 - 8 ). Here we have the 
sharpest possible contrast between this world and 



that which is to come. The salvation of which 
the writer speaks has become purely other- 
worldly. A similar view-point meets us in the 
Assumption of Moses (cf. esp. 10 8,tf ) and in the 
Slavonic Enoch (Paradise as the abode of the 
righteous ; cf. 8. 9. 42 3 - 8 61 s 65 lu ), as well as in 
portions of the Apocalypse of Baruch (21 u 44*" u 
51 s 85). 

The most striking example of this transcendent conception of 
salvation is found in the Similitudes of tbe Book of Enoch (17- 
70 ; Charles, B.C. 94-64). In this remarkable writing, which in 
many respects anticipates most clearly the NT conception of 
the glorified Christ, the Messiah is conceived of as a strictly 
supernatural being. Clothed with wisdom and righteousness, 
he sits on tbe throne of bis glory (45^) to Judge all living beings, 
whether men or angels (W 51? 654 823). By the word of his 
mouth he slays the wicked (C2 2 ). Heaven and earth are trans- 
formed (45*- *) and mode fit for the dwelling of the redeemed 
community, whose members, clothed with life (62 18 ), resplendent 
with Ifcht (39?), with faces shining with Joy (51 s ), become 
angels in heaven (51*), and dwell in closest communion with 
their redeemer (02"), in the glory of his eternal kingdom 
(402). 

This passage is specially interesting because it puts the 
Messianic Kingdom in the world to come. The author knows 
only one salvation, even the eternal salvation of tbe new world. 
In other books, however, we have a different conception. The 
Messiah's Kingdom, which is of temporary duration, belongs to 
this world, not to the next. Thus the author of Enoch 91-104 
looks for a millennial kingdom of three world-weeks preceding 
the transformation of nature which ushers in the new world 
(933-1"). The same idea reappears in the Slavonic Enoch, 
Baruch, and 2 Esdras. For ae tails see Millennium, when 
references and quotations are given. Doubtless this idea was 
the result of a compromise between the earlier and simpler 
view of salvation which placed it upon this earth, and that 
later and more transcendent conception whose growth we hove 
been tracing. Whatever its origin, it was an idea which hail 
wide currency, meeting us not only in Jewish hut in early 
Christian literature as well, and being represented, within the 
NT itself, by tbe Millennium of the Apocalypse. 

Side by side with this growing transcendence we 
note a further development of the individualistic 
tendency. This appears most clearly in connexion 
with the life after death. The doctrine of the 
resurrection, which in Isaiah and Daniel is applied 
to some men only, is further extended. While 
the older sceptical tendency still survives in Sad- 
duceeism, the belief in a universal resurrection 
wins more and more adherents. With this change 
the character of the conception alters. Instead of 
exhausting its significance in connexion with the 
Messianic Kingdom as the means of entrance for 
the righteous upon joys which they could not 
otherwise enjoy, it becomes the channel of uni- 
versal retribution. As the righteous rise to l>e 
blessed, so the wicked are raised that they may 
receive the recompense of their sins (beginnings in 
Dn 12* ; cf. also Enoch 22" 51 1 - » Apoc. Bar 30 ,s 
50. 51, 2 Es 7 S; ' 37 ; yet note that in many places 
resurrection is still only of the righteous, e.g. 
Enoch 90 33 91 lu 952 s 100 s , Ps-Sol 3 18 14 2fl - 15 13ff -: cf. 
on this whole subject Wendt, Lehre Jesu, ii. 
45-49). 

But the moralization of the life after death does 
not stop here. It extends also to the intermediate 
state. Little by little, Sheol loses its aspect of 
colourless monotony. It becomes the scene of 
preliminary rewards and punishments. It has its 
compartments where the wicked are kept separate 
from the righteous— the former in great pain, 
waiting the eternal judgment ; the Tatter in a 
bright spot, where there is a spring of water 
(Enoch 22 - 11 ; yet note that punishment is only 
for those who have died and been buried 'without 
incurring judgment in their lifetime,' 10 ). In the 
Similitudes the elect are represented as dwelling 
in the garden of life (61", cf. 70* 60* ' the garden 
where the elect and righteous dwell, where my 
grandfather was taken up, the seventh from 
Adam ' ; 60 a ' the garden of the righteous ' ; 77" 
'the garden of righteousness '). This place of 
preliminary blessedness, at first tenanted only by 
1 Enoch and Elijah, afterwards by all the right- 
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eons (cf. 60 8 ), develops into the Paradise of NT 
times ; see Paradise. Thus side by side with the 
preliminary blessedness of the millennial kingdom 
we have the righteous enjoying foretastes of sal- 
vation in the life immediately after death. 

The effect of this new view of the life after death 
was inevitably to diminish the relative import- 
ance of the final salvation. In those writings 
which, under Greek influence, developed the idea 
of immortality (i.e. Philo, Wisdom, 4 Maccabees), 
the doctrine of an intermediate state falls away 
altogether, and souls are represented as entering 
upon their final award at death (cf. Wis &•* 4 7 " 11 , 
cf. v.", 4 Mac 13 19 5 M 18 s ). Even where this is not 
the case, as in Slavonic Enoch, we find the 
tendency more and more to spiritualize the earlier 
conceptions. Resurrection is no longer a return 
to earthly conditions, but, as in 1 Corinthians, the 
putting on of a new organism fitted to the life of 
the heavenly kingdom (Enoch 22* w ). Paradise is 
no longer the abode of the righteous in the inter- 
mediate state, from which they are raised to enter 
a higher state of blessedness, but the place of 
their eternal habitation (Apoc. Bar 51", 2 Es 8 M ). 
Sheol is more and more identified with Gehenna 
as the place of final punishment of the wicked 
(Enoch 66 8 63»° 99 11 103 7 , 2 Es 8 M ), and loses its 
character as an intermediate abode of righteous 
and wicked alike. Thus more and more we note 
the tendency, which can be paralleled in Christian 
history, to Dreak down the middle wall between 
the intermediate and final states, and to make 
death the real dividing line in human destiny. 

A further evidence of the growing individualism 
is to be found in the definite abandonment, in 
certain quarters, of the hope of national restoration 
which had formed so prominent a feature of the 
prophetic an tici nation. This appears most clearly 
in such late books as Apoc. Baruch and 2 Esdras.* 
In the earlier literature the national ideal still 
survives, and in many passages (e.g. Ps-Sol 17) 
finds beautiful expression. Even the hope of 
Gentile participation in the promised salvation is 
not without its representation {e.g. Enoch 10 2 ' 90 30 , 
Ps-Sol 17 3 -" 34 ). It could not be otherwise with a 
people whose daily study had been the prophetic 
literature. But as time goes on and the kingdom 
does not come, we find men more and more losing 
sight of the larger aspects of the Divine salvation, 
and concentrating their thoughts upon tlte fate of 
individuals. The present world is abandoned to 
hopeless corruption (cf. Apoc. Bar 15 8 21 13 ), and the 
world to come belongs to the righteous, and to them 
alone (cf. Apoc. Bar 15 8 24 1 - *, and esp. 2 Es 7 47 -" 1 ). 
When the seer laments the sorrows of the wicked, 
and the small number of those who shall finally be 
saved, he is bidden to look away from them, and 
to consider the righteous, for whom alone God 
cares. ' For I will rejoice over the few that shall 
be saved, inasmuch as these are they that have 
made iny glory now to prevail, and of whom my 
name is named. And I will not grieve over the 
multitude of them that perish ; for these are they 
which are now like unto vapour and are become as 
flame and smoke ; they are set on fire and burn 
hotly and are quenched ' (2 Es 7 80 - 81 Charles' tr, in 
Eschatologp, p. 2!J2). Here we have the individual- 
istic theodicy in its most extreme form. 

No doubt this growing individualism had its 
good side. Within the OT itself we have already 
seen how it deepened the moral insight, and 
heightened the sense of personal responsibility. 
We find in £he period in question the same stress 

* It seems probable that both of these books in their present 
form are of composite authorship, the earlier portions, written 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, retaining the national 
Messianic hope, the later having definitely abandoned it. For 
the evidence in detail see Charles' edition of Baruch, and his 
Eschatology, p. 283 ff. 



on individual righteousness. But, on the other 
hand, we note also the tendency to conceive the 
whole matter of salvation in a more or less 
external and legal way. Salvation is the reward 
which God has promised to those who faithfully 
keep His law. The more difficult the achievement 
the greater God's delight in the result. This is 
specially apparent in the later books (cf. Apoc. 
Bar 51 7 ' But those who have been saved by their 
works and to whom the law has been now a hoi>e, 
and understanding an expectation, and wisdom a 
confidence, to them wonders will appear in their 
time ' ; 14 7 , with Charles' note ; 2 Es 9 7 - 8 « And 
every one that shall be saved, and that shall be 
able to escape by his works and by faith whereby 
ye have believed, shall be preserved from the said 
perils, and shall see my salvation in my land and 
within my borders : for I have sanctified them 
for me from the beginning ' ; cf. T 77 8^). Here we 
find ourselves in that very atmosphere of work- 
righteousness which culminates in the Talmud, 
and against which the Gospel came as a protest. 

Summing up the conceptions of salvation which 
we have met thus far, we find that they are four : 
(1) salvation in this life, in the sense of deliver- 
ance from present danger or trouble, especially 
from defeat in battle ; (2) the salvation of the 
Messianic Kingdom, to be enjoyed by all the 
righteous who may be alive at the time, as well as 
by the risen saints ; (3) salvation after death, in 
the sense of a preliminary foretaste, by the right- 
eous, of the enjoyment of the age to come ; (4) the 
final salvation of the heavenly world, when the 
present earth has been destroyed, and the period 
of corruption has come to an end. These different 
conceptions live on side by side, modifying one 
another in various ways, shading off into one 
another by almost imperceptible degrees, the old 
not displaced by the new, but transformed by it, 
and that in such subtle and gradual ways that it 
is often impossible to trace the separate steps of 
the process. Into such a world of thought, con- 
fused, changeful, yet rich with germs of fruitful 
and inspiring life, Jesus came with His Gospel of 
salvation. 

3. In the teaching of Jesiis. — The word 'salva- 
tion ' (ffwrijpfa) is only twice used by Jesus — once 
in the conversation with Zacchtpus (Lk 19* ' To-day 
is salvation come to this house'), and again in the 
interview with the woman of Samaria (Jn 4 M ' Sal- 
vation is from the Jews'). But the verb vili^etv 
occurs frequently in His teaching. Often it is used 
to denote physical healing (e.g. Mt 9» Mk 3« 5 s * 
10 s3 , Lk 6" 8^- 40 17"» 18"). Elsewhere it has a 
broader meaning. Not to mention the well-known 
passages in John (5 14 10" 12 17 ), He spoke of Himself 
as come ' to seek and to save that which was lost ' 
(Lk 19'°, cf. Mt 18", Lk 9 s6 , both omitted by BV). 
Of the sinful woman who washed His feet in 
Simon's house He declared that her faith had 
saved her (Lk 7 s0 ), and in more than one passage 
concerning the future of His Kingdom He uses the 
word <ru>fw in the same eschatological sense with 
which we are already familiar (Mt 10 23 24 11, **, cf. 
Mk 13 ,s - x ). Salvation is indeed only the reverse 
side of that Gospel of the Kingdom which was the 
burden of His preaching. The two ideas may be 
used interchangeably, as appears from such pas- 
sages as Mt 19"- », Mk 10 25 - *, Lk 8 ,u - 12 13 s3 - * If, 
then, we would understand Jesus' view of salva- 
tion, we must take our departure from His idea of 
the Kingdom. 

But here we find ourselves involved in difficulties trowing 
out of the criticism of the sources. These centre mainly about 
two points— (1) the relation of Jesus' teaching to that of His 
contemporaries ; (2) the relation of His teaching to that of His 
successors. 

(1) We have already noted the purely transcendent and 
eschatological form which the idea of the Kingdom had asrumed 
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in contemporary Judaism. The question arises how far Jesus 
felt Himself in sympathy with this view. There are passages 
in the Synoptics, especially in the so-called Apocalypse of Jesus 
(Mk 18 and parall.), which have marked points of resemblance 
to the contemporary Apocalypses. The Kingdom is spoken of 
as purely future— a miraculous state to be ushered in by the 
Parousia of Jesus, and involving a sudden and complete trans- 
formation of the present order of things (cf. Mk 8» 9>, M 1 19**, 
Lk 20» »). What shall we think of these passages? Do they 

Z resent the genuine teaching of Jesus ? and if so, are we to 
ik of Him, with many recent scholars, as holding a point of 
view essentially the same as that of His contemporaries? or. 
following Weiffenbach, Wendt, and others, are we to regard 
these apocalyptic elements as later additions, derived from 
Jewish or Jewish-Christian sources, und therefore to be disre- 
garded ? or, finally, is it possible, without recourse to the theory 
of interpolation, so to interpret Jesus' eschatological teaching as 
to show its harmony with the deeper and more spiritual views 
elsewhere expressed? This is one class of questions now being 
actively discussed, a full answer to which seems necessary before 
it is possible adequately to set forth Jesus' doctrine of salvation. 

(2) The other class of questions leads us into the criticism of 
the Fourth Gospel. Here it is the absence of the idea of the 
Kingdom which is most striking. In place of the Kingdom, the 
great gift which Jesus brings is eternal lite, which is repre- 
sented, not, as in the Synoptics, as a blessing to be enjoyed in 
the future (Mk 10»), but as a present possession (53* fllo. 47. S3). 
When we hear the Christ of the Fourth Gospel saying, ' He that 
believeth hath eternal life' (tH"), we seem to be in a different 
world from that of the eschatological discourses of the Syn- 
optics. It is the world of a St. Paul, who says, ' If any man is 
in Christ, he is a new creature ' (2 Co 5") ; of a St John, who 
writes, ' Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, 
God abideth in him and he in God ' (1 Jn 416). Are we to believe 
that the same Christ spoke Mt 23 and Jn 14-16 ; and if so, how is 
their teaching to be reconciled ? 

Fortunately, we are not shut up for our view of Jesus' doctrine 
of salvation to the settlement of either of these disputed ques- 
tions. There are enough perfectly plain and undisputed pas- 
sages — apart from these— to give us a clear view of His central 
teaching. Possibly we may And, if we take our stand upon this 
more certain ground, that before we have flnishi'd we shall hove 
gained light which will help us in the solution of the more 
difficult problems. 

If we would understand our Lord's doctrine of 
salvation in its epoch-making significance, we must 
consider its relation to the views of His contem- 
poraries. While it is true that Jesus fed His spirit 
upon the writings of the OT prophets, and drew 
thence many truths which His contemporaries had 
forgotten, it is no less true that He was also a man 
of His own time, and that His teaching was influ- 
enced, not merely negatively but positively, by the 
development whose main lines we have traced. We 
may illustrate this by a reference to the two points 
most prominent in the contemporary view of the 
kingdom — (a) its transcendence, and (6) its indi- 
vidualism. 

(a) We are often tempted, because of the familiar 
human features in Jesus' teaching, to overlook its 
transcendent elements. Yet there can be no doubt 
that our Lord's conception of the Kingdom is dis- 
tinctly supermundane. Whatever may be the 
origin of the phrase, ' Kingdom of heaven,' found 
only in the first evangelist, it cannot be denied 
that the idea was characteristic of Jesus. The 
Kingdom of which He is the Messiah belongs to a 
different and higher order from that which at 
present obtains. Its blessings are not earthly but 
heavenly. The evidence for this may be found 
in all parts of His teaching (cf. His promise, to the 
persecuted disciples, of reward in heaven, Mt 5 1S , 
cf. Lk 10 20 ' rejoice that your names are written 
in heaven'; the command to lay up treasures in 
heaven, Mt 6», cf. Mt 19", Mk 10» Lk 12" 16" ; 
the parable of the Unjust Steward, Lk 16 M8 ; the 
indifference which He showed Himself, and which 
He recommended to His disciples, with reference 
to this world's goods, Mt 6 18 ; the answer to the 
Sadducees about the resurrection, Lk 20 H - 38 ; the 
answer to Pilate, Jn 18* 'My Kingdom is not of 
this world ' ; as well as such distinctly eschato- 
logical passages as Mt 24*° 26 64 ). In view of such 
utterances, sharply contrasting the Kingdom, as 
belonging to the heavenly world, with all that is 
earthly, there can be no doubt that Jesus' con- 
ception stood in many respects closer to the tran- 



scendent views of His contemporaries than to the 
more earthly ideals of the earlier prophets. 

And yet it is at this very point that the origin- 
ality of Jesus' teaching is most clearly apparent. 
To the Jews of His day the transcendence of the 
Kingdom meant its removal from all contact with 
present life. Just because their ideal was essenti- 
ally worldly, involving the hope of earthly triumph 
and prosperity, did they despair of its realization 
under existing conditions, and refer it wholly to 
the future. To Jesus, on the other hand, the 
Kingdom was in a true sense present already (Mt 
12* Lk cf. Lk 1U 18 , and comments of Holtz- 
mann, Neutest. Theol. i. pp. 217, 218; Lk 17-° 81 
' The Kingdom of God is within you,' or, * in your 
midst ' ; also the references to those who are already 
in the Kingdom, Mt U» cf. Lk7*. Mk 10 18 , cf. Lk 
18 1 *- ", Mt 23 18 , and esp. the parables of the King- 
dom which represent it as a growth from small 
beginnings— so the sower, tares, mustard seed, 
leaven [Alt 13 and parall.], and esp. the seed grow- 
ing secretly, Alk 4 86 ' a '). Its transcendence is the 
transcendence of a higher spiritual order (Holtz- 
mann, I.e. p. 190), which, so far from being incon- 
sistent with earthly conditions, is destined to be 
realized in and through them. Thus Jesus in- 
structs His disciples to pray for the doing of God's 
will on earth as it is in heaven (Alt 6 IU ), and declares 
that wherever men show the qualities and practise 
the traits which are characteristic of the heavenly 
world, there the Kingdom is present in germ (com- 
pare Alk 10" with Alt 18*). 

The explanation of this change is to be found 
in Jesus' view of God. At no point had contem- 
porary Judaism departed further from the doc- 
trine of the OT. The idea of J" as a living 
God, actively interested in human affairs, had 

S'.ven place to a conception purely transcendent, 
od was thought of as a being remote, inaccessible, 
mysterious, living in a distant and heavenly world, 
to be approached only through the mediation of the 
ceremonial law. In place of this purely transcen- 
dent being, Jesus proclaimed a loving Father, pro- 
foundly concerned in all that affects His children, 
watching their affairs with a tender interest, in- 
finitely wise and great indeed, yet infinitely conde- 
scending, more ready to give good gifts than earthly 
fathers to their children (Alt 7 U ), having a care for 
His universe so minute and detailed that not a 
sparrow falls to the ground without His notice 
(Mt 10 s *). To Jesus, as to His contemporaries, 
God was supremely holy ; but, unlike them, He 
did not hesitate to proclaim this holy God as the 
model for men's imitation (Alt 5*"). To Him this 
world was God's world, and hence, in spite of all its 
sin and misery, adapted to be the scene of the 
realization of His heavenly kingdom. It is in 
view of such conceptions of the relation of God 
and man that we must understand Jesus' teaching 
concerning salvation. 

To be saved, according to our Lord, means simply 
to enter upon a life fitted to the children of such 
a Father— a life whose marks are righteousness, 
brotherly love, and, above all, trustful dependence 
upon God ; a life only fully to be realized in the 
future, when the redeemed shall be released from 
earthly limitations, and enter the new conditions 
of the resurrection life (Lk 20* M5 ), yet in a true 
sense possible even now for all those who, like 
Him, have learned to know God as their Father, 
and, through the life of self-denying service, have 
entered ujkui a blessedness which no earthly trial 
or misfortune can disturb. 
So we find Jesus speaking of salvation as a 

Firesent exjierience. To the sinful woman in the 
louse of Simon He declares that her faith hath 
saved her, and bids her go in peace ( Lk 7°°). To 
Zacciueus He says that this day is salvation come 
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to his house (Lk 19 9 ). Even in the midst of this 
present life, with its sorrows and persecutions, the 
children of the Kingdom are constantly receiving 
good gifts from their heavenly Father (Mt 7"). 
However much they may have given up they 
receive an hundredfold more (Mk ID 3 "). Through 
prayer they enter into daily communion with God, 
and receive the strength and help they need. 
They have the assurance that no evil can befall 
them when they put their trust in Him (Mt 6 31 " 54 ). 
For the earthly fellowship which they have sacri- 
ficed they receive a spiritual fellowship which is 
far more satisfying (Mk 10*° 3*). From the bond- 
age of the ceremonial law, with its intolerable 
yoke, they have entered upon the service of a 
Master whose burden is light (Mt ll 30 ). In the 
healing of the sick, and especially in the casting 
out of demons, which is a mark of their Master's 
ministry, they see the breaking down of Satan's 
kingdom, and the beginnings, even on earth, of the 
era of blessedness which is characteristic of the 
Kingdom of God (Lk 11» 10 18 ). 

It ia in view of such a conception that we must understand 
Jesus' teaching in the eschatological discourses. Whatever may 
be our solution of the critical difficulties involved (for a full 
discussion see Parocsia), we may without hesitation reject the 
view of those who see in Jesus' teaching simply the echo of the 
ideas of contemporary Judaism. Our Lord's view of the King- 
dom is so far eschatologic&l that the complete fulfilment of 
the ideal which He preaches belongs to the future. But the 
ideal itself, as essentially moral and spiritual, has a present as 
well as a future application. To Jesus the hope of the Parousia 
meant the introduction of no new kind of salvation, but only 
the complete victory of the principles which He bad illustrated 
in His own life, and whose embodiment, imperfect and yet real, 
in the little band of men whom He hod gathered about Him, 
constituted the beginning of His Kingdom. It is indeed in its 
combination of present and future elements that the originality 
of Jesus' doctrine of solvation consists. Wendt has well ex- 
pressed this in his Teaching of J eta* when he says that ' the 
epoch-making advance made by Jesus in His idea of salvation 
beyond that of the Psalmists and Prophets, as well as of the 
Jews of His time, consisted in the fact that He not only con- 
ceived the supreme ideal of salvation as purely supermundane 
and supersensuous, — a heavenly, not an earthly ideal,— but also 
that because of this determination of the ideal He gained a 
new view of the present world and of the earthly life— a view 
according to which it is possible for the devout to have even 
here ana now, not merely a certain hope of salvation in the 
future, but also genuine experience* of salvation in the present ' 
{ii. p. 187, Eng. tr., which, however, gives an inadequate render- 
ing of the original, i. p. 241 ; cf. the whole passage). 

In view of such considerations, the Johannine conception of 
eternal life as a present possession seems no longer foreign to 
Jesus' teaching. Whatever may be the ultimate decision of 
criticism as to the origin of the discourses in which the phrase 
occurs, there can be no doubt that the idea is one which accords 
well with what we learn from other sources of our Lord's 
doctrine of salvation. Wendt argues strongly for its genuine- 
ness on the ground that it is needed to account for the 
presence of similar ideas in the apostolic age (Lehre Jem, ii. 
p. 198). But, even apart from this, some such conception seems 
required from what we know of Jesus Himself. Holtzmann is 
certainly not a critic who can be charged with any leaning to 
conservative views. Yet, speaking of the Synoptic teaching 
concerning eternal life ' as gift and good of the future age,' he 
writes (KeuUst. Theol. i. 222) : ' Yet it (i.e. eternal life) is not 
thought of as a merely formal definition which con be filled up 
with any content which the imagination may choose to give it. 
On the contrary, it is a possession of the present, already well 
known, which has been projected into the future. The highest 
and most intense feeling of existence — a feeling of incompar- 
able power and richness of content (unverglcichlich kro\ft-und 
gehahvolUs Dasein*ge/uh[) without the slightest trace of 
twilight or mortality, of dull, hollow flniteness,— this is Jesus' 
conception of life and blessedness. Such a thought could be 
entertained only by one who Himself possessed the thing. In 
this sense He must have already borne the Kingdom of God as 
an inner good within Himself, must have known it as already 
present on the ground of His own experience. And not only 
so ; but wherever His Gospel is preached in the world, wherever 
the Spirit of God is manifest either in miraculous power or in 
the hearts of men, wherever, in the sense of the parables, seeds 
spring up and fruits ripen, there also— with the righteousness 
which makes out the content of the Kingdom— the Kingdom 
itself is already present' 

(6) But we shall not fully understand the origin- 
ality of Jesus' doctrine of salvation until we have 
considered it at the other point where it is most 
natural to compare it with that of His contem- 
poraries, i.e. its individualism. We have already 



studied the growth of the individualistic tendency in 
the later Judaism, and seen its effects in subordinat- 
ing the conception of national to that of individual 
righteousness, and in extending the doctrine of 
retribution from this life to that after death. 
Here, too, we find points of contact in Jesus' 
teaching. He also insists strongly upon the 
necessity of individual righteousness. Most of 
His time is spent in dealing with individual men, 
and the conditions which He lays down for en- 
trance to His Kingdom are such that each man 
must fulfil them for himself. So in His view of 
the life after death Jesus accepts the results of 
the intermediate development. Sheol has alto- 
gether lost its character of colourless monotony. 
Death involves no interruption in the communion 
of the individual with God. Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob are even now enjoying a resurrection life 
with God (Lk 20 37 - 88 ) ; Lazarus passes at once from 
this world into Abraham's bosom (Lk lti- J ) ; and to 
the dying thief on the cross the promise is made 
that this day he shall be with his Master in 
Paradise (Lk 23«). 

And yet it is just in His dealing with individual 
men that the contrast of Jesus' view of salvation 
to that of His contemporaries is most apparent. To 
the Pharisees of His day salvation was the reward 
of righteousness. And the righteous man was he 
who perfectly conformed his life to the require- 
ments of the ceremonial law. It is difficult for us 
to appreciate the nature of these demands not only 
upon a man's good-will, but upon his time and upon 
his means. As Holtzmann has well shown (I.e. i. 
132 IT.), it was impossible for a man of moderate 
means to be righteous in the full legal sense, with- 
out sacrificing all hope of worldly prosperity. A 
rich man might indeed keep the law. A few less 
blessed with this world's goods — the so called ' poor' 
of the later Jewish literature — had the courage to 
make the needed sacrifice. For the most part men 
felt the burden too heavy, and were content to live 
as they could, without part in the hopes and ideals 
of their religious teachers, despised by them as 
sinners and outcasts, without share in the Divine 
favour or interest in the Divine salvation. (Cf. 
Jn 7 W ' This multitude which knoweth not the law 
are accursed,' and especially 2 Es 7 8 '* M * Vha ). 

It was exactly to this company of outcasts, the 
poor and despised in Israel, that Jesus directed His 
preaching (Lk 4 18 - » Mt 11 s , Lk T a ; cf. the beati- 
tudes of the Sermon on the Mount, Mt 5 3 " u and 
parall. Lk 6 J0 ffl ). He said of Himself that He 
was come to seek and to save the lost (Lk 19 lu ). 
He called sinners to repentance (Mk 2 17 , Mt 9 IS , 
Lk 5 s2 ). He declared that there is more joy in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth than over 
ninety and nine just persons that need no repent- 
ance (Lk 15 7 - l0 ). He ate and drank with publicans 
and sinners (Mk 2 16 ), and declared to the self- 
righteous Pharisees that the publicans and harlots 
were entering; into the Kingdom of heaven before 
them (Mt 2L* 1 ). He swept away the burdensome 
requirements of the ceremonial law, and invited 
men to the service of a Master whose yoke was 
easy and whose burden was light (Mt 11* »). He 
made the conditions of entrance to His kingdom 
humility, trustfulness, the childlike spirit (Mt 5 s 
18 3 -*). In place of a God who cared only for a 
spiritual aristocracy, whose pleasure it was to 
make hard conditions that He might increase the 
value of the few who were saved (2 Es 7 W ' *•), He 
proclaimed a compassionate and loving Father, 
willing to receive back the returning prodigal 
upon the first evidence of repentance (Lk 15"). 
He revived the forgotten prophetic doctrine of the 
Divine forgiveness, and made the chief blessing 
of His Kingdom to consist in the remission of sins 
(Mt26* cf. Mk2"»). 
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This is the explanation of the universalism of 
Jesus. A Gospel for the sinful knows no race 
limitations. A Messiah who felt Himself specially 
sent to the lost sheep of the house of Israel (Mt 
15* 4 ), Jew though He might be, could not turn 
away from humble penitence, wherever found. 
The Samaritan (Jn 4 7 , Lk 17 18 ; cf. 10 s8 ), the Syro- 

Shcenician (Mk 7 s8 ), even the Roman (Mt 8 10 ), shared 
[is blessing and His praise. The teaching of the 
Fourth Gospel concerning the other sheep not of 
the Jewish fold ( 10 18 ), and the hour when men shall 
no longer worship the Father either in Jerusalem 
or on Mt. Gerizim (4 21 ), is the legitimate outcome 
of the principles on which Jesus regularly acted. 
The Messiah of the Jews showed Himself to be in 
very truth the Saviour of the world. 

There is still another point in which the teaching 
of Jesus diners radically from that of His contem- 
poraries : this is in the emphasis He lays on 
the principle of service. Here the individualism 
of which we have spoken receives its needed com- 
plement. Men are saved one by one, each for 
himself ; but they are saved that they may serve. 
As members of the Kingdom, it is their duty and 
their privilege to minister to one another's needs. 
Freely forgiven by the heavenly Father, they also 
are to forgive one another (Aft 18"" 38 ). He that 
would be greatest in the Kingdom of Christ must 
show himself servant of all (Lk 22*, cf. Jn 13"). 
He that would save his life must be willing to lose 
it (Mt 16 s5 , Mk8»*, LktP; cf. 17"). We unduly 
limit this sentence if we understand it simply of 
the conditions of entrance to the Kingdom. It 
expresses the law of the Kingdom all the way 
through.the law, namely, of self-realization through 
self-sacrifice. 

In this connexion we find our Lord reviving another 
forgotten OT truth. When the great prophet of the 
Exile first proclaimed the doctrine of salvation 
through the vicarious sacrifice of the good, he found 
few hearers (cf. Is 53 l 'Who hath believed our 
report?'). The connexion of salvation with pro- 
sperity had been too long and too close to make 
the new teaching intelligible. In the succeeding 
centuries it fell altogether into the background. 
Our Lord reasserts it, and applies it to Himself. 
He compares Himself to the good shepherd who 
lays down his life for the sheep (Jn 10"). He de- 
clares that He is come to give His life a ransom 
for many (Mk 10 48 ). He compares His death to 
a covenant sacrifice, sealing the new relationship 
between His disciples and God (Mt 26*). The 
crucifixion ami rejection which seemed to His 
disciples to mark the failure of His mission had 
no such meaning to Him. They were but a 
necessary step in His redeeming work. The re- 
proachful word of His enemies had a deeper 
meaning than they knew. He saved others ; 
Himself He could not save (Mt 27", Lk 23 s5 , Mk 
Id 30 ). And the principles which He applies to 
Himself He extends also to His disciples. Look- 
ing forward to their approaching persecutions, He 
bias them not be dismayed, since if they would 
enter into His glory they must drink His cup (Mt 
20», cf. 5 10 - 12 ). Thus suffering and death, which 
in earlier times had seemed the direct opposite of 
salvation, are shown by our Lord to have a neces- 
sary part to play in bringing it about. 

Summing up our Lord's teaching concerning sal- 
vation, we may say that it is deliverance from sin 
through entrance upon a new Divine life. The 
marks of this life are humility, brotherly service, 
and filial dependence upon God. In the practice 
of these traits consists the righteousness of the 
Kingdom, and in their experience its blessedness. 
This new Divine life, which is mediated not merely 
by the teaching and example of Christ but by His 
sufferings and death, begins here, continues un- 



broken in the life after death, and will be finally 
consummated at the Parousia, when the principles 
of Christ shall be everywhere accepted, and the 
will of God be done on earth even as it is done in 
heaven. 

4. In the New Testament. — The salvation brought 
by Jesus is the theme of the entire apostolic age. 
Wherever we turn in the NT, whether it be Acts, 
Hebrews, St. Paul or St. John, we are conscious 
of a note of confidence and triumph, as of men 
possessing a supreme good, in which they not only 
themselves rejoice, but which they are anxious to 
share with others. More significant than any 
change in doctrine is this consciousness of salva- 
tion as a glorious fact, dominating and transform- 
ing life. None the less is it true that on this 
common basis we note differences of conception. 
Not all the disciples grasped the teaching of Jesus 
with equal clearness. In not a few parts of the 
NT we find survivals of earlier Jewish ideas and 
sympathies (e.g. Ac l 8 , Rev 7 4 " 8 etc. ). So the de- 
gree of theological development varies greatly (cf. 
the speeches in Acts with Romans). Under the 
circumstances there is need of discrimination. We 
shall begin our treatment with a brief survey of the 
common features of the apostolic teaching, and 
then pass on to describe the more distinctly theo- 
logical views of St. Paul and St. John. 

(a) In general. — The central theme of the apos- 
tolic preaching is the proclamation of Jesus as 
Saviour. Cf. Ac 5 30 - 31 ' The God of our fathers 
raised up Jesus, whom ye slew, hanging him on a 
tree. Him did God exalt to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, and remis- 
sion of sins' (cf. Mt 1* Jn 3", Ac 2" 4 13 13 a 15", 
Eph |5 a , Ph 3*», 2Ti l 10 , Tit 1* 2 !S 3 8 , 2P l 1 - 11 2» 
3 a * 18 , 1 Jn 4", He 2 M Jesns as author of salvation). 
'Salvation' has become a technical term which 
sums up all the blessings brought by the Gospel 
(cf. Eph l u 'the Gospel of your salvation'; 1 Co 
15 1 - 8 ' the Gospel ... by which ye are saved ' ; 
Ac 13 38 ' the word of this salvation ' ; cf. v." 16 17 
' the way of salvation ' ; 28 28 , Ro l ltt ' the power of 
God unto salvation' ; 10 10 'confession unto salva- 
tion'; 11", 2 Co 7 10 'repentance unto salvation'; 
2 Ti 3 15 ' able to make wise unto salvation ' ; He 6 9 
'things that accompany salvation'; Jude 5 'our 
common salvation'; Tit 2 11 'the grace of God, 
bringing salvation' ; cf. 1 Ti 2 s - 4 ' Gcd . . . who 
would have all men to be saved, and come to a 
knowledge of the truth '). In contrast to all pre- 
vious deliverances of God (He l 1 ' 2 ), the fulfilment 
of that for which the OT prophets looked ( 1 P l ,u1 -'), 
the earnest of the age which is even now at the 
door (Ac 2 ltf - 17 the pouring out of the Spirit as ful- 
filment of the prophecy of Joel), is the great de- 
liverance which Goa has wrought through His Son. 
Jesus is not only Saviour ; He is the only Saviour. 
The stone which the builders set at nought has 
been made head of the corner (Ac 4"). 'And in 
none other is there salvation ; for neither is there 
any other name under heaven that is given among 
men, wherein we must be saved' (Ac 4' 3 ). 

In strict conformity with the tenching of Jesus, 
salvation is represented primarily as deliverance 
from sin. Our Lord is called Jesus because He 
'shall save his people from their sins' (Mt 1-'). 
He ' came into the world to save sinners ' (1 Ti 1 IS ). 
The blessings of His kingdom are repentance (Ac 
5" ll 18 , cf. 20 21 ) and remission of sins (Ac 2 s8 , cf. 
310 5 « lo a 13 38 ofjw and e9p . 3* . Unto you first 

God, having raised up his Servant, sent him to 
bless you, in turning away every one of you from 
your iniquities '). So the Apocalypse begins with 
a song of praise 'unto him that loveth us, and 
loosed us from our 6ins by his blood' (l 5 ). As 
death is the consequence and penalty of sin, sal- 
vation is at the same time deliverance from death 
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(He 5 7 , cf. 2", Ja 5 20 , cf. 4" ' he who is able to save 
and to destroy ' ; 2 Ti l 10 * our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who abolished death, and brought life and ineor- 
ruption to light through the Gospel'), and from 
the wrath of God, of which death is the judicial 
consequence (cf. Ro 5* with l s< ). More particularly 
with reference to the individual, in contrast to the 
cosmic salvation taught by St. Paul (Ho 8"), it is 
called salvation of the soul (1 P l tf - lu , ,1a I s1 , He 
10**). In its wider relations it is a salvation of 
the world (Jn 3 ir , 1 Jn 4"). 

Common also to the entire NT is the stress laid 
upon the sufferings and death of Christ as mediat- 
ing salvation. 1 he cross which had been such a 
staggering blow to the disciples' faith at the first 
(Lk 24 20 - **), and which still remained a stumbling- 
block to Jews and foolishness to Greeks (1 Co l* 1 ), 
is now seen to have a necessary part to play in 
Christ's saving work (He V- 5 8 •» 12 s , 1 Co 1» 

1 P l 1 '- u , Rev I s , Ac 2 U 20 28 , Lk 24 M ), and is inter- 
preted in the light of Is 53 (Ac 8 W , 1 P Cf. 
also the title 'lamb ' in Rev 5«- • 7 s - l0 ) as the ful- 
filment of prophecy (Lk 24", Ac 3 18 , 1 Co 15»). As 
a result of this new view of Christ's death, wo find 
the NT writers without exception rising to a new 
conception of the meaning of suffering (Ac 5 41 9 W , 

2 Co l 6 , Ph * He 5" 13 13 , 1 P l 7 , Ja 1*, Rev 7 14 ), 
and applying to their own experiences of sorrow 
and temptation a standard which they have learned 
from Jesus Christ (1 P 2 Ji , He 13", 2 Co l 8 4 8 ' 1 ; cf. 
1 Co 4 1015 , Col 

It we compare the NT teaching as a whole with that ot Jesus, 
we note a greater stress upon the eschatological element. This 
is true not only of the Apocalypse and ot the early discourse* 
in the Acts, where the Parousia is the centre of interest (cf. Ac 
8*0. si), but also of such writings as James (cf. 6" with 112), 
Hebrews, and 1 Peter, as well as the Epistles of St. Paul (cf. 
esp. Thess. and 1 Co 15). In Hebrews the word ' salvation ' is used 
in a purely eschatological sense (e.g. He 9'* ' Christ, having been 
once offered up to bear the sins of many, shall appear a second 
time, apart from sin, to them that wait for him, unto salvation ' ; 
cf. 1" 2* 210 o» 6»). The same is frequently the cose in 1 Peter 
(e.g. I* 8- 1" ' a salvation ready to be revealed at the last time,' 
* the end of your faith, even the salvation of your souls,' but cf. 
3«), and in the letters of St. Paul (e.g. Ro 13'i * Now is salvation 
nearer to us than when we believed' ; cf. &io, 1 Co 3>& 5*, 2Ti 
41"). The early Christians, almost without exception, felt 
themselves living at the end of the ages (1 Co 10"), and 
looked at any moment for the return of their Master to set 
up His heavenly Kingdom (see Parousia). Doubtless the resur- 
rection experiences hod much to do with this. The revelation 
of Jesus in glory, the assurance that He was even now sitting 
at the right hand of the Father, tended to emphasize the tran- 
scendent elements in His teaching, and to magnify ths contrast 
between this present evil age and that which was to come. 
Thus St. Peter in Acts urges his hearers to save themselves 
from this crooked generation (Ac 2*0), and St. Paul declares 
that if in this world only Christians have hope in Christ, thev 
are of all men most pitiable (1 Co 1619). The contrast in both 
these passages, unlike that involved in the Johannine doctrine 
of the world, of which we shall speak presently, is a temporal 
one. The time of present distress is set over against that of 
future glory- At the great day of the Parousia, which is im- 
pending, there is to be a transformation of the universe (Ro 8*', 
1 Co 7 3 i), new heavens and a new earth (Rev 21'), and believers, 
with their risen brethren who have gone before (1 Th 4i»), shall 
be clothed with heavenly bodies (ICo 15«"-«8), and enter upon 
an existence adapted— as the present cannot be— to the enjoy- 
ment and practice of the spiritual life (Ro H' u , cf. v.") 

It is at this point that we note the closest contact with the 
ideas of contemporary Judaism. Coming to Christianity from 
an atmosphere charged with the hope of earthly, even if of 
superhuman prosperity, it was impossible but that the dis- 
ciples should show some traces of their early training. The 
letters of St. Paul show us what a struggle it took before 
Christianity freed itself from the yoke of Jewish legalism. 
Not dissimilar was the relation to the eschatological ideas of 
Judaism. The thoughts of the early Christians clothed them- 
selves naturally in imagery taken from the Jewish apocalyptic 
books. They looked for a heavenly Jerusalem (Rev 21**, cf. 
also He 12"", Gal 42"J), with its streets of gold and its gates of 
pearl, and did not resign without a struggle the hope of a 
millennial Kingdom on earth anticipating and preparing the 
way for the Joys of the heavenly Kingdom (see Millknmi m). 
The Apocalypse introduces us most deeply into this world of 
Jewish-Christian thought, which, however, has left its traces 
in other books of the NT (e.g. 2 P, Jude), and is not wholly 
absent even from him who did the most to overcome it — the 
Apostle Paul (e.g. Gal 4», 2 Co 2»). 

And vet it is easy to exaggerate the extent of this influence. 
In unite ot all the points of contact with Judaism, the early 



Christians lived in a new world. To them as to their Master 
salvation was a new life (Ac 2*, cf. 3'* ll ,s ), entered upon by 
repentance and faith. It was a life of forgiven sin, of filial trust, 
of brotherly service, of present commun on with Christ. If the 
full enjoyment of the promised salvation still lay in the future, 
they were yet not without experience of Christ's present blessine 
and help. In the miracles of healing and deliverance which 
characterized the opening days of the Church (Ac 3i«) ; above 
all, in the presence and power of the Holy Ghost (Ac 2>* 4'i 
10+*), they saw the pledge of their Saviour's power and rule. 
The sanctiflcation without which no man shall see the Lord 
(He 12>*) was not only the ideal, but to a large extent a character- 
istic of their daily living. The social joys of the Kingdom were 
anticipated in daily communion with the brethren (Ac 2**- **). 
Thus the life experiences of the early Christians, even as re- 
vealed in such books as Acts, are truer to the teaching of their 
Master than a superficial study of the use of such theological 
terms as ' salvation ' and ' kingdom ' would seem to indicate. 
Much more shall we find this the case when we pass to the more 
developed conceptions of St. Paul and St. John. 

(6) St. Paul. — We have already touched upon 
the points which the teaching of St. Paul shares 
with the rest of the NT — the conception of salva- 
tion as deliverance from sin, the emphasis upon 
the mediation of Jesus, and especially upon the 
significance of His death, the importance given 
to the eschatological element, the Jewish dress in 
which many of his ideas are clothed. Some inter- 
preters have indeed carried the relation to Judaism 
so far as to contend that St. Paul was a chiliast, 
distinguishing, on the ground of 1 Co IS - M , an 
earlier resurrection of believers from the later 
and general resurrection (see Parousia). Hut 
this view cannot be successfully maintained. So 
far as the resurrection is concerned, St. Paul's 
ideas are as far as possible removed from the crass 
materialism which characterized the thought of 
many of his contemporaries (cf. 1 Co 15 37 ' That 
which thou sowest, thou sowest not that body that 
shall be,' etc.), and the salvation of the Par- 
ousia, which, unlike the coming in Rev 19, intro- 
duces the final blessedness of the saints, is only 
the working out to their full completion of prin- 
ciples and forces already active in this present 
lite. Indeed the conception of salvation as a 
present experience is characteristic of all St. Paul's 
teaching, and gives it its chief significance. 

To appreciate St. Paul's doctrine of salvation, 
we must set it against the background of his view 
of the flesh. Whatever be the exact interpreta- 
tion given to the term ; whether, with Holsten, it 
be understood metaphysically, as implying, on St. 
Paul's part, a duahstic view of the universe, or, 
with most interpreters, lie regarded simply as the 
synonym for corrupt human nature, there can bo 
no doubt that, to St. Paul, mankind as a whole is 
the prey of a power of evil which it cannot resist, 
and from which it is unable to escape. From 
Adam downwards all men have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God(Ro3°). Being sinful, 
they are exposed to the curse of the law, and to 
the death which is the inevitable consequence and 
penalty of broken law. The glory of Christ's 
salvation consists in the fact that it delivers man 
from this sinful flesh, and so at the same time 
from the law which is its judge, and the death 
which is its penal consequence. 

Thus salvation, while a single process, involves 
different elements, and may ne looked at from 
different points of view. In the first place (or, to 
be more accurate, in the last place), it involves 
deliverance from death. To St. Paul, as to the 
other apostles, salvation is so far an eschatological 
conception, that its full effects will l»e apparent 
only at the Parousia. In that great day, when 
the terrors of the Divine wrath shall be revealed 
from heaven ' upon every soul of man that workoth 
evil ' (Ro 2", cf. I 18 ), Christians shall be safe. The 
Parousia, which to others is a day of death (2 
Th l 9 ' who shall suffer punishment, even eternal 
destruction from the face of the Lord and from the 
glory of his might '), is to usher them into the pres- 
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ence of their long-expected Saviour. With the 
risen saints, who have died before them, they shall 
be caught up to meet the Lord in the air (1 Th 4"), 
and, freed from the last trace of the flesh which 
has hitherto hampered them (1 Co 15 s0 "* 2 ), shall 
enter into the joys of His heavenly kingdom. It 
is this glorious experience— still in the future — to 
which St. Paul refers when he uses salvation as an 
eschatological term (e.g. Bo 13"). 

But salvation is not merely deliverance from 
future punishment. It includes also freedom from 
sin as a present power. Indeed it is this present 
deliverance which alone makes the future possible. 
Through union with Christ, the believer has be- 
come a new creature (2 Co 5 17 ). He has died to 
sin (Ro 6 a ), crucified the flesh, with the passions 
and the lusts thereof (Gal 5 s4 ), and entered upon a 
new spiritual life of righteousness, peace, and joy 
(Ro 14 17 ). Already he is a saved man (Ro 8-*, 
1 Co l 18 , 2 Co 2 18 ), reconciled with God (Ro 5 1 ), 
claiming and receiving the privileges of a son 
(Ro 8 14 - I8 ), rejoicing in daily experiences of a 
Father's grace, knowing how to glory even in 
tribulations (Ro 5 s ), since he has learned that all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God (Ro 8 21 ). N'o doubt he still has his conflict 
with evil. But the conflict is no longer a dis- 
couraging one. Whereas lie once felt himself the 
slave of the flesh, sold under sin (Ro 7' 4 ), now he 
knows himself to be its master. The law of the 
spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made him free 
from the law of sin and of death (Ro 8 s ). And the 
day is coming Avhen, through the transformation 
of his body, he shall be freed from whatever 
defiling contact still remains (Ro 8°). 

Being freed from sin, the Christian is also free 
from law. Law has authority only over the 
sinner ; but the man who through union with 
Christ has entered upon a new life in the spirit is 
free from law (Ro 6 14 7 6 10 4 ). He is not only 
delivered from the fear of its punishment, but— 
what is more important— he has exchanged the 
Iwndage of its requirements for the freedom of the 
new man in Christ Jesus (Col 2 U , Gal 5 1 - »• 18 ). In 
place of the spirit of fear he has received the spirit 
of adoption, whereby he cries, 'Abba, Father' 
(Ro 8"). Knowing himself to be heir of all 
things, he refuses to be entangled again with the 
beggarly rudiments of ritual prescription under 
which he was once held in bondage (Gal 4 s -*, 
Col 2 10 ). As a Christian he lives on a higher 
plane, and breathes a different atmosphere from 
that of work-righteousness, however earnest (Ro 
3 20 - SI , Gal 3 1 - 7 ). Thus the break with legalism, 
practically begun by Jesus' teaching concerning 
the childlike spirit, is theoretically completed by 
the Pauline doctrine of a justification or right- 
eousness by faith instead of by works. 

With the mention of faith we touch the heart of 
St. Paul's doctrine of salvation. We are saved by 
faith. And faith, to St. Paul, means more than 
belief. It is more even tban trust. It is an act 
of the will by which the believer so lays hold upon 
Christ that he actually becomes partaker of His 
risen and triumphant life (Eph 3 17 , Gal S 28 -* 7 , 
Ro 1 1 30 , Col 2"- » 3 1 " 4 ; cf. McGitt'ert, Apostolic Age, 
pp. 141, 142). For the Christ whom St. Paul knows 
as mediator of salvation is more than man, even the 
best of men ; more even than the Jewish Messiah, 
great as are his prerogatives. He is a pre-existent 
Divine Being, coming into the world from a higher 
realm, and imparting to those who are subject to 
the law of sin and death the new spiritual vitality 
without which deliverance is hopeless. 

This doctrine of Christ as the incarnation of a pre-existent 
Divine Being, which is common to St. Paul, the writer to the 
Hehtews, and St. John, gave Christianity its chief point of 
contact with contemporary Greek thought, and formed the 



bridge by which men naturally passed from the latter to the 
former. But with all recognition of the points of similarity 
between the Logos doctrine of the Alexandrian philosophers 
and the NT teaching concerning the pre-existent Christ there 
is one point of difference, whose importance cannot be over- 
estimated. The interest of the one is cosmological ; it grows 
out of a desire to understand the world. The interest of the 
other is soteriological ; it springs from the need of deliverance 
from sin. To St. Paul, helpless under the burden of the flesh, 
finding that, when he would do good, evil is present with hiia, 
seeking in vain for a deliverer from his intolerable bondage,— 
to St. Paul, we repeat, the siirniflcance of the heavenly Man, 
revealed to him in the experience of the Damascus road, con- 
sists in the fact that He is a life-giving spirit (1 Co 15«). 

We are ready now to understand the significance 
of the death of Christ. It is the means by which 
He gains the victory over the flesh and enters 
upon the new resurrection life. No merely 
forensic conception can do justice to St. Paul s 
thought at this point. It is not a matter 
primarily of guilt or of penalty. In sin he sees 
a power of evil, working out its own deadly and 
inevitable fruits. Christ took to Himself this 
sinful flesh, and let it work out upon Himself its 
natural consequences. He submitted to death, 
which is the rightful wages of sin, in its most 
aggravated and shocking form. In the striking 
words of Gal 3 1S He became ' a curse for us : for it 
is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a 
tree.' But the death, which to an ordinary man 
would have ended everything, was to Him simply 
the door through which He passed into the higher 
life of the heavenly Kingdom. Being sinless, it 
was impossible for Him to be holden of death. 
Rising from the grave in newness of life, He 
opens the way for like escape to all who through 
faith in Him become partakers of His Divine and 
heavenly life. 

No one can understand the Pauline doctrine of salvation who 
does not conceive it primarily as present union with the Divine 
and glorified Christ. What our Lord has once done on the 
great theatre of the universe, that each individual Christian is 
to repeat on the lesser stage of his earthly life. He, too, must die 
to sin (Bo s ) and rise to righteousness ( Ro 6 s «). He, too, must 
share the sufferings of Christ (Col and sit with Him in 
heavenly places (Eph 2 s ). The life which he lives is to be no 
longer his, but that of the Christ who liveth in him (Gal 2»). 
Ola thinjrs have passed away, and all things are become new 
(2 Co 5"). Thus already here and now the Christian antici- 
pates the blessings, whose full realization remains for the 
Parousia. Nothing can separate him from the love of Christ — 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities, nor things 

t resent nor things to come (Ro 8**- »). If he die before the 
arousia, it matters not. Though to live be Christ, to die is 
gain, for dying means departing to be with Christ, which is 
very far better (Ph 1», cf. 2Co6« 'absent from the body, at 
home with the Lord 'X 

It is clear that from such a point of view the significance of 
the Parousia is very different from that which it has in Jewish - 
Christian thought. To St. Paul it is not necessary to wait 
until the Second Coming before one can enjoy the salvation of 
Christ. His greatest blessing has been given already. The 
Spirit who shall one day quicken our mortal bodies already 
dwells within us as a transforming power (Ro 8'>), and the 
redemption of the body for which we still groan (Ro 8 21 ) will 
only give free play to spiritual forces, with the working of 
which we are already familiar. Thus we see that here also, 
as well as in his doctrine of righteousness by faith, the teaching 
of the apostle is true to the new insight of the Master. 

Two points still need brief mention before we 
leave the Pauline teaching. These are : (a) The 
emphasis which he lays on the social side of sal- 
vation ; (/3) his doctrine of a cosmic salvation. 

(o) Nothing is more striking, in view of the 
intense personal independence of St. Paul, than 
the stress which he lays upon the social side of 
salvation. This comes out most clearly in his 
doctrine of the Church — a conception which takes 
the place in his teaching of the present Kingdom 
of tne parables. Through union with Christ a 
man is not only joined to his Master as an indi- 
vidual, but liecomes a member of His body, the 
Church (Eph I s *). The new Divine life which he 
enjoys is snared by his brothers and sisters of the 
Christian family. The gifts which he receives are 
for the purpose of ministering to their necessities 
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(Eph 4 11, "). If he suffers, they suffer with him 
(1 Co 12 s *) ; if lie is honoured, they are partakers 
of his joy (1 Co 12"^). The end of all is the build- 
ing up of the Christian community in the know- 
ledge and love of Christ (Eph 4 13 - 18 ), and the 
reward for which the apostle looks at the 
Parousia is the presence of his converts among 
the company of the redeemed, spiritually fitted, 
because of his ministry, to enter upon the enjoy- 
ment of the heavenly kingdom (1 Th 2 U , cf. 
1 Co 1"). 

It is not strange that, holding such views, we 
see the apostle looking upon all history as a 
training school for the Divine salvation (Ro 9-11), 
and hoping for the day when even his fellow- 
Israelites, who have thus far turned a deaf ear 
to the message of the Gospel, shall repent and 
become partakers of its blessings (Ro 1 1 26 ). 

(/3) But the apostle's view reaches out beyond 
this earth, and takes in the universe as a whole. 
He sees the whole creation groaning and travail- 
ing together in pain until now, waiting till it be 
delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
liberty of the glory of the children ot God (R08* 1 ). 
He looks upon Christ as the mediator of a sal- 
vation truly cosmic, and declares that it is God's 

Eurpose ' through him to reconcile all things unto 
imself, whether things upon the earth or things 
in the heavens' (Col 1*, cf. Eph 1>°). Thus, 
according to St. Paul, the salvation in which we 
here share is only part of a great world process 
whose end shall be a universe redeemed (cf. 
1 Co 15»). 

The teaching of St Paul had a profound influence upon bis 
contemporaries. We aee it* effect most clearly in 1 Peter, 
which, In spite of the emphasis it lays upon the future (1 P 1 B ), 
has the conception of salvation as a present experience (8*1, cf. 
also 1 M 216 And yet it is easy to overestimate it. Other 
influences were at work in the early Church. The legal con- 
ception of religiou which characterised the Jew was reinforced 
by similar conceptions which had their origin on Gentile soil. 
The view of salvation as freedom from law through the posses- 
sion of a present spiritual life was not fully adopted even by 
many who in other respects were profoundly influenced by St. 
PauL The letter to the Hebrews is a case in point Here, as 
we have seen, the point of view is almost wholly eschatological. 
Salvation is conceived as a reward promised to those who 
remain faithful under their present trials, and faith, instead of 
being vital union with a present Christ is siniplv the assurance 
that God will keep His word (He ill). r n this respect the 
letter to the Hebrews is typical of the future. When we study 
the Christianity of the Fathers we find the Gospel often 

E resented as a new law, and salvation, which is wholly future, 
the reward promised by God to those who keep it. The 
doctrine of a mystic union with Christ through faith tends 
more and more to fall into the background, only to be revived 
in a sacramentarian form, foreign to the Pauline teaching. 
This fact must be borne in mind if we would appreciate the full 
significance of the Johannine conception of salvation. 

(c) St. John. — We have already referred to the 
problem raised by the passages in the Fourth 
Gospel which speak of eternal life as a present 
possession, and given reasons for believing that 
they truly represent the teaching of Jesus. But 
however much we may be convinced of the his- 
toric foundation of the discourses, there can be no 
doubt that, in their present form at least, they 
show traces of the reflexion of the evangelist. The 
connexion between the Gospel and the Epistle is 
too close to be overlooked. This connexion is 
evident in thought as well as in language. In 
both we have a single conception, clear-cut, 
uniform, consistent. We have to do with a form 
of teaching which may be contracted with other 
parts of the NT as belonging to a distinct type. 
In presenting the Johannine teaching, therefore, 
we follow most recent scholars in using both 
Gospel and Epistles as sources. 

In St. John the conception of salvation as a 
present spiritual experience reaches its culmina- 
tion. There are indeed traces of the more common 
eschatological conception, esp. in the First Epistle 
(e.g. 2 I8 - ! » 3 s 4"; cf. Jn 5 M 6**-" 21*), but they 



hold a comparatively subordinate place. Salva- 
tion is represented, as in the Synoptics, as eternal 
life. But for this life a man need not wait till 
the Parousia. It is already the possession of all 
who believe on Christ. He that hears Christ's 
word, and believeth Him that sent Him, 1 hath 
eternal life, and cometh not into judgment, but 
hath passed out of death into life ' (5"* ; cf. vv. 3 "- 40 
3 s8 , 1 Jn 4 IB 5 1S ). Christ is represented as the 
bread of life (G* 8 ), of which, if a man eat, he shall 
live for ever (v. 81 ). He is the resumption and 
the life (ll 16 ), and whosoever liveth and believeth 
on Him shall never die (ll 28 ). Cf. also the pa-ssages 
which speak of regeneration (Jn 3 3 , 1 Jn 3" 5'). 

When we look more closely into the nature of 
this new life, we find that it has two main charac- 
teristics: it is a life of spiritual insight and of 
holy affection. These are indicated by the two 
words ' light' and ' love.' 

Like St. Paul, 8t John makes the sharpest possible contrast 
between the sinful world without Christ and the new spiritual 
society brought into existence by His redemption. To St. John, 
as to St Paul, the whole world lieth in the evil one (1 Jn ft'*), 
and the greatest need of man is to be delivered from the bond- 
age of sin (Jn But to St. John the characteristic mark 
of this sinful state is ignorance, and the remedy which is needed 
is knowledge. It is the truth which must make men free (Jn 
8M, cf. 6**). The world lies in darkness (1«). It does not know 
God and His Christ It does not apprehend, and therefore 
will not receive, His message. Into such a world the Logos 
comes, as light His influence is as wide as humanity (1*X In 
the fulness of time He becomes flesh and dwells among men 
(1 M X *nd they behold His glory, as of the Only -begotten from 
the Father, full of grace and truth He declares the God 
whom no man hath seen at any time (l 18 ). Nay, more, in His 
own person He clearly manifests Him ; for He that hath seen 
Him hath seen the Father (14*). He is the light of the world 
(81* 9» 12**), and the condemnation of men consists in the 
fact that when light was come into the world, they loved 
darkness better than light because their works were evil 

5819; cf. 12 s * 'sons of light' as a synonym for the saved). 
'or this is eternal life, to know God, who is Himself light 
(1 Jn I s ), and Jesus Christ whom He has sent (IT 3 , cf. 
1 Jn 5»). 

But the redeemed life is not merely a. life of knowledge. 
It is also a life of love. God is love (1 Jn 4 s ) as well as light, 
and every one that loveth is begotten of God and knoweth 
God (1 Jn 47). The clearest proof of the passage of the disciples 
from death to life is the presence of a loving spirit (1 Jn 
cf. Jn IS**). ' He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his 
brother, is in the darkness even until now. He that loveth his 
brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of 
stumbling in him' (1 Jn 2* ">). The intimacy of the relation- 
ships into which men enter through the Christian life is often 
emphasized. They are children of God (1 Jn S>- They are 
Christ's dear friends, to whom, unlike those who are merely 
servants. He makes known all that He has heard of His Father 
(Jn 151*). The one commandment which He lays upon them i* 
that thev should love one another, even as He has loved them 
(la", cf. IS"). 

The secret of this new life of light and love is 
union with Christ. He is the vine, of which the 
disciples are branches (Jn IS 1 *). He is the 
heavenly bread upon which they feed [d 3 *"- *). 
From Him comes that water of life which, when 
once received, never faileth, but becomes in each 
man a well of water, springing up unto eternal 
life (4 14 , cf. C 38 ). He is the good shepherd who 
lays down His life for the sheep ( 10") ; the grain 
of' wheat, which, falling into the ground in appa- 
rent death, springs up to bear much fruit 
Nor is this mediatorial work confined to His 
earthly life. If He leaves the disciples at death, 
it is to return by the Holy Spirit (14 18 " 18 ), the 
Paraclete, who shall institute a yet more intimate 
relation than that which has gone before (16 7 - '* ls ), 
bringing to remembrance the things of Christ 
(14 28 , cf. 16 14 ), leading the disciples, as they are 
able to bear it, into all the truth (16 ,s , cf. 1 Jn 5 7 ), 
becoming the bond through which Christ and the 
Father are united to them in a communion that 
shall know no end (cf. 14* with 18 17 s "- 1 Jn 3 s4 ). 

If we compare St John's view of the mediatorial work of 
Christ with tnat of 8t Paul, we note many points of similarity. 
To l>oth Christ comes into the world from a pre -existent 
heavenly life. To both He is the power through whom sin is 
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overcome, and the redeemed introduced into the spiritual 
Kingdom of righteousness, of peace, and of Joy. In both, His 
mediatorial work is universal in its extent (cf. Jn I 3 'all 
things were made through him ' ; 1» ' the light which lighteth 
every man ' ; 10"« 'other sheep ... not of this fold ' ; 12" ' I, it 
I be lifted up, will draw all men unto myself ; i a ' Saviour of 
the world'). And yet there ia a difference of emphasis. St. 
Paul lays chief stress upon the death of Christ. The earthly 
life is passed over lightly. Attention is focuased upon the 
great tragedy of the cross, from which the conquering Saviour 
issues victorious in the resurrection. To St. John, the death is 
only an incident in the saving work. It Is the incarnation as 
such which is redemptive. Christ enters into the world as 
light, and His mere appearance carries with it redeeming or 
condemning power. To as many as received Him, to them 
gave He the right to become children of Ood (H 8 ). Those, on 
the other hand, who believe not, are condemned already by 
the mere fact of their unbelief (8»»). 8t. Paul, for all his stress 
upon present salvation, is a man of historic sense, quick to 
apprehend, and apt to state, the contrast between the present 

Kriod of affliction and the glories still to be revealed at the 
rousia. To the mystic intuition of St. John, time relations 
fade away, and we face two contrasted eternities — the world of 
light and of darkness, of righteousness and of sin, of love and of 
bote. Against this background of absolute realities there is no 
longer any place for the apprehension of relative values. Who- 
soever is begotten of Ood sinneth not (1 Jn 6 1S , cf. 36). They 
that reject Christ are children of the devil, who from the 
beginning was a liar and murderer even as they (8«2-M), Here 
the Pnuhnc dualism is carried to the extremest point. The 
progress, the voricty, the shading by which the latter is 
relieved, are here blotted out in the clear white light of eternity. 

Yet the very sharpness of the presentation is the means of 
reviving forgotten truths. In the rarefied atmosphere of the 
Johanmne Gospel, all traces of Jewish nationalism and 
materialism vanish. Salvation is indeed conceived as a tran- 
scendent good, but, as in the case of Jesus Himself, the tran- 
scendence is that of a higher spiritual order. One does not 
need to wait for the future to enjoy it. Here and now men 
may become partakers of light and life, of righteousness and 
love, of peace and joy. The Parousia is conceived less as a 
single event than as a continuous process (cf. Parousia). 
Resurrection and Judgment are present experiences. Even 
while in the world, the disciples may enter upon a life which 
is not of the world. The prayer of the Master is not that they 
may be taken out of the world, but that they may be kept from 
the evil (17"). 

We have thus completed onr historical survey of 
the Biblical doctrine of salvation. We have seen 
how through the centuries the conception has been 
deepened and enriched, as the more external and 
material elements have more and more given place 
to those which are moral and spiritual. We nave 
noted the transformation wrought by the life and 
teaching of Jesus, and seen the central place 
assigned to His person and work in the thought 
and experience of His disciples. Amid all varieties 
of statement — in spite of many survivals of earlier 
and less spiritual ideas — we have marked the 
persistence of certain permanent featuree which 
warrant us in speaking of a Biblical idea of salva- 
tion. It remains to gather these together, and to 
exhibit them in their relations both to one another 
and to those which are more transient. This will 
be the aim of our concluding section. 

iv. Systematic Statement.— In presenting the 
Biblical conception of salvation as a whole we have 
to consider (1) its nature, (2) its conditions, (3) its 
extent. 

1. Nature of salvation. — We have seen that in 
every case the fundamental idea in salvation is 
deliverance. Our opening statement is as true of 
the profound utterances of a St. Paul or a St. 
John as of the simplest passages in the OT, that 
* in every case some danger or evil is presupposed, 
in rescue from which salvation consists.' It, then, 
we would understand the Biblical conception as a 
whole, we must recognize clearly what is the grea*- 
evil from which, according to its teaching, mai. 
needs to be delivered. That evil is death. No 
other term ia comprehensive enough to unite the 
various elements in the Biblical teaching. From 
the first lines of the OT to the last chapter of 
the NT, salvation stands for that Divine activity 
by which God preserves or enriches the life of His 
children, by delivering them from the multiform 
dangers and evils which threaten its destruction. 
The content of the conception varies indeed with 
vol. iv.— 24 



the deepening apprehension of what true life 
means. The dangers become less external, more 
spiritual ; less transient, more permanent ; less 
local, more universal, but the underlying thought 
abides. We may illustrate at once the perma- 
nent elements in the idea and those that are 
transient by considering the contrast between («) 
the temporal and the spiritual ; (6) the individual 
and the social ; (c) the present and the future. 

(a) Salvation as temporal and spiritual. — In the 
earlier portions of the OT 'life' is used in the 
familiar sense of animal existence. • Death ' means 
physical destruction, with the loss of all that that 
entails. When a man dies, he loses everything 
worth having — home and friends, health and 
strength, national relationships and responsibili- 
ties, the privileges of Divine worship and of Divine 
communion. We misrepresent the OT conception 
of Sheol when we speak of the shadowy existence 
in the under-world as life after deatfi. In the 
gloomy monotony of the grave the vigour and 
vitality which gave joy to life are lost. Man 
exists, indeed, but it is with ' a negative existence, 
a weakened edition of his former self ; his faculties 
dormant, without strength, memory, consciousness, 
knowledge, or the energy of any affection. . . . 
The colour is gone from everything ; a washed-out 
copy is all that is left' (Salmond, Immortality* 
(1901), p. 163). It is not strange that, where this 
view obtains, the great evil to be feared is physical 
death (Ps 6*- c ), and the supreme blessing to be 
coveted a long life (Ps 91"). The Divine salva- 
tion is found in deliverance from all that threat- 
ens or impairs life, all that weakens its vigour or 
vitality — violence, oppression, captivity, calamity, 
troubles, and distresses of every kind. The great 
blessing which God gives is prosperity — a long 
life and a full one, with one's wife a fruitful vine, 
and one's children as olive plants about the table 
(Ps 128). Greatest of all evils to be feared is defeat 
in battle, since in the stern days with which we 
have to do it carries with it the loss of all that men 
count dear, both for the individual and for the 
nation. * 

But with the deepening of the moral insight 
we note the rise of a deeper conception. Life 
is seen to involve more than outward prosperity. 
It has an inner spiritual meaning. A man lives, 
in the full meaning of the word, only when he 
enters into communion with God in righteousness 
and love. From this point of view the great evil 
to be feared is not physical but moral. It is sin 
which destroys the communion between a man 
and his Maker. From sin therefore, first of all, a 
man needs to be delivered. We have seen how 
this truth comes to expression in the latter portions 
of the OT. Jesus puts it in the forefront of His 
teaching, and it has been the distinct note of the 
Christian Gospel ever since. Salvation is primarily 
deliverance from sin. It is the restoration of the 
interrupted communion between the Father and 
His children through the creation in the latter of 
a, new spiritual life. Once dead in trespasses and 
sins, they are made alive again through union with 
the living Christ. Thus it is still death from 
which men need to be delivered, but it is a death 
which is spiritual, not physical. 

One mark of the contrast between the two views 
is found in the changed estimate of suffering. To 
most of the OT, suffering is purely evil. It is a 
mark of that destruction and decay from which 
man needs to be delivered. To the NT, it has 
lteeome a means through which man may enter 
into a more abundant life. The Christian glories 
in his weakness. He ' takes pleasure ... in in- 
juries ... in persecutions, in distresses, for 
Christ's sake,' knowing that when he is weak, 
then is he strong (2 Co 12»- 
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And yet we must not exaggerate the contrast. 
We misrepresent the NT teaching if we limit the 
blessings of the Gospel to the spiritual realm. The 
outer world as well as the inner is the scene of 
God's rule. The common physical blessings are 
not to be despised. Christ healed the sick as well 
as preached to the poor. The Father whom He 
proclaimed knows that His children need earthly 
bread as well as the bread from heaven. St. Paul, 
for all his contrast between flesh and spirit, recog- 
nizes the lawfulness of the physical appetites. The 
abstinence which he practises and recommends is 
out of regard for others' consciences, not because 
of any inherent evil in flesh and wine (Ro 14, cf. 
1 Ti 4 4 ). The physical universe is the scene and 
instrument of spiritual training. The body is a 
temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Co 6 18 ). And, however 
great the change in the future, it is to no disem- 
bodied existence that he looks forward, but to a 
life in which the physical organism, now tainted 
by sin, shall be exchanged for a new body better 
adapted for the spiritual life (1 Co la 39 *-). Nothing 
is more characteristic of the Biblical view of the 
future, NT as well as OT, than the extent to 
which it pictures the heavenly life in imagery 
suggested by the earthly. The heavenly city, the 
marriage feast, the many mansions, the tree of 
life, the crystal river, — these form the setting for 
spiritual joys. The last scene is not the destruc- 
tion of the universe, but its transformation and 
redemption (Ro 8' J1 )- 

(6) Salvation as individual and social. — In the 
earlier portions of the OT, the subject of the 
Divine salvation is Israel the nation. It is charac- 
teristic of primitive society that it has small regard 
for the individual as such. It is the tribe, the 
clan, the nation which is the centre of the religious 
as of the social life. So markedly is this the case 
that the action of Ruth in leaving her own people 
to follow her mother-in-law Naomi to Canaan is 
the cause of wonder, and is made the theme of an 
entire l>ook. It is only natural, therefore, that 
we should find the interest of the Biblical writers 
centring in the fortunes of the people as a whole 
rather than in the units which compose it. Even 
where the outlook broadens, and the prophetic 
vision takes in other peoples, the point of view 
is still national. It is Egypt and Assyria whom 
the prophet sees standing with Israel as recipients 
of the l)ivine salvation, to whom, as to Israel, J" 
applies the endearing title, ' my people ' (Is 19**- a ). 
Where this point of view obtains, it is impossible 
to rise to any true universalism. For a universal 
religion must l»e founded in the nature of man as 
such, and for this there is needed a profound sense 
of the worth of the individual. 

We have seen how this sense awakens in Jere- 
miah and Ezekiel ; how it is deepened by the 
experiences of the Exile and the Restoration. We 
have noted the tender and beautiful utterances in 
which it finds expression in the Psalms, and seen 
how its later development tended to follow the 
lines of legal conformity rather than of the filial 
spirit. The individualism of the Apocalyptic 
books is the individualism of the law-court or the 
market-place rather than of the family. Its 
language is that of bargain and sale, of reward 
and punishment. There is indeed no theoretical 
objection to the reception of the Gentiles, if they 
will adopt the ceremonial law and become Jews. 
But there is the immense practical difficulty of a 
condition laid upon strangers which eyen the 
children have not been able to bear. If the sal- 
vation of God is really to l»ecome a universal good, 
some deeper foundation must be found than that 
of ceremonial law. It must he grounded in con- 
ditions that arc vital, not legal. 

Such a foundation Jesus laid in His teaching 



concerning the childlike spirit. Reviving the old 
prophetic teaching concerning the forgiveness of 
sins through the mercy and love of God, He laid 
a basis for His Gospel as broad as humanity. Men 
are not servants, with whom God deals on terms 
of law, but sons, whom He is willing to receive, 
whenever they turn to Him in penitence and faith. 
Thus the Gospel of Jesus is founded in an intense 
sense of the worth of the individual. In the 
family each child has his peculiar place. To Jesus, 
salvation means the bringing back of the child 
who has been wandering in the far country into 
the plenty and peace of tne Father's home. 

And yet the Gospel of Jesus is a social Gospel. 
It is a Kingdom which He preaches, not a collection 
of individuals. His teaching differs from that of 
His predecessors only in that He makes the con- 
ditions of entrance broader, simpler, more catholic 
— in a word, more human. Whether or not He used 
the word Church in Mt 16 18 , there can be no doubt 
that He intended to fonnd a society which should 
body forth to the world the principles for which 
He stood. In this respect the Pauline doctrine of 
the Church is the legitimate outgrowth of the 
teaching of Jesus concerning the Kingdom. In 
the Christian life none liveth to himself and no one 
dieth to himself (Ro 14 7 ). The sacramental sign 
which marks the separation of the believer from 
the world marks also his entrance into the Christian 
brotherhood, and the feast by which he shows 
forth the death of Christ until He come is eaten 
with his fellow-disciples as a communion meal. 
The social character of the Christian life is indi- 
cated in a thousand unexpected ways, but perhaps 
nowhere more beautifully than in the Pauline 
word about the Parousia in 1 Th 4 1S - 18 ' We that 
are alive, that are left unto the coming of the Lord, 
shall in no wise precede them that are fallen 
asleep . . . wherefore comfort one another with 
these words.' 

(c) Salvation as present and future. — We have 
seen that the earliest conception of salvation is 
present deliverance. This must be the case if 
death ends all. If God do not save while life 
lasts, He cannot save at all. The conception of 
national salvation does indeed open the way for 
a wider perspective. The life of the nation is 
longer than that of the individual, and God may 
delay His deliverance more than a single genera- 
tion and still be in time. Yet the point of view is 
fundamentally the same. If God's succour is not 
to be in vain, it must come before the nation 
utterly perishes. There must be at least a remnant 
to carry on the national life, a shoot left in the old 
stock, which may spring up to newness of life (cf. 
Is O 13 ). 

Yet the experiences of later Jewish history made 
this contact between present and future increas- 
ingly difficult to maintain. The old national 
prestige seemed gone, never to return. More and 
more, men despaired of present deliverance and 
concentrated their thoughts upon the future. The 
very barrenness of their present experience, the 
very absence of all evidence of God's present in- 
terest and help, served but to enlarge their ex- 

fiectations for the distant day when J" should at 
Rst make liare His arm to help. What if indi- 
viduals died ? what if Israel as a nation should 
perish? God was able even to raise the dead. 
Some day He would stir the dry bones, and the 
nation would rise to newness of life (Ezk 37). Nay, 
He would call back from their graves the very 
individuals who had passed away, that they might 
share the joys of the final triumph (Is 26", Dn 
12*). Thus more and more the conception of sal- 
vation becomes cschatological and transcendent. 
The gap between present and future widens. Be- 
tween the present time of distress, without ex peri- 
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ence of God's redeeming grace, and the future age 
which brings His great deliverance, there is a great 
gulf fixed. 

This gulf Jesus bridged with His Gospel of a 
present Kingdom. He restored the older concep- 
tion of a living God, able and willing to help His 
children in their daily need. But He saw that the 
great need was spiritual, not temporal. Conceiving 
of salvation as deliverance from sin, He taught 
that such deliverance was possible here and now. 
Prophet and psalmist before Him had hod their 
intimations of a communion with God possible 
even in the midst of present trouble and distress. 
He made this communion a familiar experience. 
Devout spirits even within the OT, finding out- 
ward prosperity too little, had prayed for a clean 
heart and a contrite spirit; He showed how this 
prayer could be answered. The influence of the 
Master is apparent in the new view-point of the 
disciples. To the Christian believer, whatever his 
thought of the future, salvation is a present ex- 
perience, introducing a man into a fellowship with 
God which no earthly sorrow or misfortune — not 
even death itself— can interrupt. 

And yet here, again, we must beware of exag- 
geration. However great the emphasis on present 
deliverance, to Christianity, as to J udaism before 
it, salvation has its future meaning. We have 
noted the eschatological element in Jesus' own 
teaching. We have seen it repeated in that of 
His disciples. It is present in St. Paul ; it is not 
absent even from St. John. He, too, rejoicing in 
communion with a present Christ, looks forward 
to a day when He shall be yet more fully mani- 
fested, and believers, seeing Him as He is, shall be 
transformed into His image (1 Ju 3"). The very 
preciousness of the present experience, the very 
exaltation of the spiritual standard, serve but to 
deepen the longing for the day when all that now 
impedes the progress of Christ's Kingdom shall be 
done away, and God be all in all. 

2. Conditions of salvation. — These may be con- 
sidered on the Divine side and on the human. 

(«) On the Diirine side.— 'The ultimate cause of 
salvation is the Divine mercv. This is the uniform 
teaching of OT and NT. Whether in the simpler 
meaning of victory in battle or the more profound 
conception of spiritual regeneration, salvation is 
undeserved. God does not treat the Israelites 
according to their merits, but according to the 
riches of His grace. They were not more in num- 
ber than other peoples when He chose them for 
His own, and delivered them from their captivity 
in Egypt (Dt V). For His name's sake He saved 
them, that He might make His mighty power 
known (Ps 106 8 , cf. Jer 14 7 ). When they forsook 
Him and wandered from Him, He did not give 
them np. His love endured in spite of their un- 
faithfulness (Hosea). He was inquired of by them 
that asked not for Him, found of them that sought 
Him not. He spread out His hands all the day 
unto a rebellious people (Is 65 1 - *). Even His judg- 
ments are a mark of His love (Am 3 3 ). Not only 
the deliverance from enemies, but the repentance 
which makes it possible is His gift (Ps 51 10 ). 

The same conception reappears in the NT. God 
is not the stern creditor exacting the -uttermost 
farthing, but the loving Father, forgiving His 
erring children ; more ready to give good gifts than 
earthly parents to their children. The disciples 
did not choose Christ, but He chose them and 
appointed them that they should go and bear fruit, 
and that their fruit should abide (Jn 15 18 ). The 
more profound and spiritual the conception of sal- 
vation, the deeper the conviction that it is unde- 
served. 'By grace have ye been saved through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves : it is the gift of 
God'fEphSy). 



In many passages indeed, esp. in OT, the Divine 
mercy is represented as an arbitrary thing. Not 
only is the deliverance of God contrasted as purely 
miraculous with all human instrumentalities (cf. 
1 S 14" 1 no restraint to J" to save by many or by 
few ' ; Is 59 l ' J'"s hand is not shortened that it 
cannot save ' ; 1 S 17 47 ' J" saveth not with sword 
and spear'; Hos l 7 salvation by J" contrasted 
with salvation by bow or by sword, or by battle, 
etc. ; cf. Ex 14 u the deliverance from Egypt ; 
Jg 7" the defeat of the Midianites by Gideon ; Ps 
33" 44 8 57 s ), but it often seems dependent upon 
moods of the Divine feeling which man cannot 
fathom. There are times when J" may be ap- 
proached ; there are others when no man may draw 
nigh to Him (Ps 32 6 , cf. Is 55"). When the great 
waters overflow, prayer cannot reach Him (Ps 32*?). 
At such a time the part of wisdom is to wait 
patiently until His anger be past. But on tho 
whole we find an increasing emphasis upon the 
permanent character of God's saving purpose. It 
belongs to God's nature to show mercy. However 
Israel may change, His purpose towards Israel 
changes not. So we find increasing recognition of 
God's use of means. When He would deliver His 
people from the Philistines or the Midianites, He 
raises up some man to be their saviour. Even the 
experiences which seem outside of His control are 
not really so. The Assyrian boasts of his defeat 
of Syria and Samaria, saying, 4 By the strength of 
my hand I have done it, and by my wisdom ' (Is 
10 13 ), and knows not that he is but the rod of J'"s 
anger, in whose hand as a staff is His indignation 
(10 s ). This broadening view of the Divine Provi- 
dence becomes strictly universal in the NT. 
Nothing can separate from" the love of Christ 
(Ro 8 3M ). All things without exception work 
together for good to them who are called accord- 
ing to God's purpose (Ro S 28 ). History is a mighty 
drama, in which each event tills its appointed 
place, preparing the way for that dispensation of 
the fulness of the times in which it is God's pur- 
pose to sum up all things in Christ (Eph l 10 ). 
Even the groanings of the creation in its present 
distress are but the travail throes of the new 
universe, that shall be, when the sons of God shall 
be revealed (Ro 8* 1 ). 

Among the instruments appointed by God to 
mediate His salvation, the Jewish law, with its 
sacrificial system, holds an important place. 
Through its precepts men were trained in purity 
and holiness, and in its sacrifices, they saw a 
pledge of God's forgiveness and mercy. To the 
contemporaries of our Lord it seemed a finality, 
and the salvation of the Messianic age would 
but serve to introduce on a larger scale the 
worship and sacrifices of the heavenly Jerusalem. 
Christians, following their Master, recognized the 
law as a Divine institution, but to them its 
authority was temporary. It was a tutor to bring 
men to Christ ; but after Christ was come it was 
no longer needed. Its significance might be vari- 
ously conceived. To the writer to the Hebrews, 
it had a positive value, as typifying the higher 
righteousness and the more perfect Atonement of 
the Gospel. To St. Paul, its significance is chieHy 
negative. It reveals the futility of any merely 
legal righteousness, and points men to the better 
salvation revealed by Christ. 

With Christ we reach the centre of the Biblical • 
doctrine of salvation. He is the Saviour par excel- 
lence, the true Mediator between God and man, 
the fulfilment of all the promises, the realization 
of all the hopes of the earlier dispensation. Two 
distinct lines of preparation meet in Him. There 
is the hope of the Messiah, a human deliverer 
through whom God has promised to deliver His 
people, and to set up on earth His long deferred 
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kingdom. There is also the expectation of a special 
intervention of J" Himself ; the coming of a day 
when He shall leave His heavenly dwelling-place 
and take up His abode in the midst of His people, 
superseding the lesser radiance of sun and moon 
and stars by the light and glory of His presence. 
Jesus is at once Jewish Messiah and God in- 
carnate ; S^a of Mary, and the Word made flesh. 

This is not the place to trace the development of the NT 
doctrine of Christ (see *rt. Jesira Christ). It is sufficient to 
say that it runs parallel with the deepening conception of 
salvation. In Jewish-Christian circles, where the thought of 
salvation is still framed on the older lines of on external 
deliverance, it is the Messianic thought which is most promi- 
nent. Jesus is a man, approved of God unto men, by mighty 
works and wonders and signs which God did by Him. (Ac 
2 s2 ), crucified according to the Scriptures (Ac 818), raised 
from the dead (Ac 2^), and now waiting in heaven till the time 
of the restoration of all things (Ac 32') To St Paul and St. 
John, with their deeper conception of salvation as a new 
spiritual life of righteousness and love, Jesus is a pre-existent 
Divine being, coining into the world from a higher realm as a 
quickening and life-giving principle to all who have been mode 
one with Him by faith. 

The contrast between these two views may be illustrated in 
connexion with the view of Christ's death. To the Jewish- 
Christians, with their more external conception of salvation, it 
is an arbitrary appointment of God, the necessity of which 
they recognize, but which they cannot understand. Christ 
died that the Scripture might be fulfilled. To St. Paul and St. 
John, the death is a necessary step in that great process 
through which evil is overcome and the Christian believer 
made partaker of Christ's risen and glorified life. That we 
may become like Him and share His nature, it was necessary 
that He should become like us and share our nature. He must 
suffer death with us, that we may be raised to life with Him. 

The conception of salvation as a new Divine life 
finds clearest expression in the doctrine of the 
Holy Spirit (which see). Here, too, we trace a 
development from the conception of the Spirit as 
the energy of God coming upon men to ht them 
for special work in connexion with the Divine 
kingdom (e.g. Jg 11* 13 M 14 8 ), to that which sees 
in Him the immanent God, entering into the life 
of men through regeneration (Jn 3 8 ), creating in 
them a higher life of holiness and love (Gal 5 M ), 
dwelling within them as an inner spiritual prin- 
ciple (Ilo 8 9 ), uniting them with God and with 
Christ (Ro 8 B - »), leading them into truth (Jn 16"), 
sanctifying them (Ro 15 16 ), making intercession 
for them (Ro 8 M ), more and more transforming 
them into the image of their Master (Ro 8 s ), and 
at last raising thein from the grave through the 
transformation of their mortal bodies into the new 
glory of the resurrection life (Ro 8"). Where 
such a view is held, it is easy to see how futile 
is any thought of human merit. The aspira- 
tions which rise toward God, the graces which 
lit us for His fellowship, are the work of the 
Spirit. The very life which we live is not our 
own. It is the gift of God, who worketh within 
us both to will and to do of His good pleasure 
(Eph 2 s - 9 , Ph 2 13 ). 

(6) On the human side. — Yet it would be a 
mistake to conclude that the Bible knows no 
human conditions of salvation. The same St. 
Paul who lays such stress on the Divine activity 
in salvation urges his readers to work out their 
own salvation with fear and trembling (Ph 2 U ). 
As on the Divine side salvation is a new life 
created in man, so on the human side it is a life 
which manifests itself in certain distinctive acti- 
vities. These may be summed up under the 
three heads of — (a) repentance, (p) faith, (-y) obedi- 
ence. 

(a) The first and indispensable condition of sal- 
vation is repentance (which see), by which is 
meant not merely sorrow for sin, but actual for- 
saking of sin and turning to righteousness. This 
is as necessary for deliverance from Assyrian 
oppression as for entrance upon the new life of 
Christ's Kingdom. God may indeed save men from 
their sins, but He cannot save them in their sins. 



We have already noted the deepening estimate of 
this grace, and seen bow from a mere condition of 
salvation, which a man can achieve for himself 
without God's help, it comes to be an element in 
salvation itself— the first step in the process whose 
end is perfect holiness. 

(/3) Faith. — The obverse of repentance is faith 
(which see). Man turns from sin to God, and the 
means by which he lays hold of the Divine deliver- 
ance is faith. Saving faith in the Biblical sense 
is always more than l>elief (Ja 2'*). It involves an 
act of the will, and issues in obedience. Yet on 
this common ground we note a difference of con- 
ception. In much of the Bible faith means trust 
in God's word, together with the activities which 
follow it. Its object is God's promise rather than 
His person. Abraham had faith in God — that is, 
he trusted His promise — and ' he went out, not 
knowing whither he went' (Hell 8 ). Because of 
this trust, he shall one day receive his reward ; 
but this reward lies still in the future (He ll 1 *" **). 
This is the sense in which faith is used in Hebrews. 
To St. Paul, on the other hand, faith has a deeper 
meaning. It is the means of obtaining a present 
blessing, not a future one. Its object is a person, 
not a promise. By faith a man lays hold upon 
Christ as his Saviour, becomes one with Him, 
partakes of His heavenly life, shares His right- 
eousness, and rises with Him into His eternal 
Kingdom. It is thus a comprehensive term, which 
covers the entire human side of that experience 
whose Divine side is the working of the Holy 
Spirit. 

(7) But repentance and faith are alike vain, save 
as they issue in obedience (which see). This is the 
all-embracing Biblical virtue. Man's relation to 
God is such that his righteousness must take this 
form. The particular content may vary with the 
growth of the Divine revelation. In OT, for 
instance, it includes the faithful observance of 
the ceremonial law with its prescriptions of ritual 
and sacrifice. Yet even in OT these are sub- 
ordinate to the eternal principles of justice and 
mercy (cf. Mic 6 6 " 8 ). In the NT the law has been 
done away. The only sacrifice required is the 
spiritual sacrifice of prayer and praise (He 13"), 
the offering up of the person in life-service to God 
(Ro 12'). The burdensome prescriptions of the 
Levitical ritual have given place to Christ's new 
commandment of love. Yet this love is no vague 
or indefinite virtue. It shows itself in the willing 
acceptance of God's fullest revelation ; in disciple- 
ship of Christ and membership in His Kingdom. 
Beginning with faith, it manifests itself in all the 
social virtues. It rejoices to minister to the needy 
and oppressed. It does not disdain the gatherings 
of the saints for prayer and praise, and it finds its 
public marks in the sacramental signs of baptism 
and the Eucharist, by which the believer's mem- 
bership in the body of Christ is openly showed 
forth. 

3. Extent of salvation. — It remains to consider 
the extent of salvation. Here our study has shown 
a constant enlargement in man's conception of the 
sweep of God's purpose. We may illustrate thiR 
in connexion (a) with the present life ; (b) with the 
life after death ; (c) with the universe as a whole. 

(a) Salvation in this life.— -We have already 
noted the growing universalisra of the Biblical 
teaching. At first it is Israel alone for whom 
God cares. He is J OT s dearly beloved son. Other 
nations are but God's servants, instruments in His 
hand through which He accomplishes His sa -ing 
purpose for Israel. Then the Gentiles also share 
the blessings of the Messianic deliverance, but it 
is only by becoming subject to Israel, and adopt- 
ing the Jewish law and worship. Yet even in 
OT there are gleams of a conception more truly 
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catholic. To Isaiah, Egypt and Assyria as well 
as Israel aro chosen of God. The foundation for a 
true universalism is laid in the prophetic doctrine 
of the worth of the individual. Jesus makes the 
conditions of entrance to His Kingdom purely 
moral and spiritual — repentance, trust, humility, 
obedience, the childlike spirit. Where these are 
present, there is a son of God, whether he observe 
the ceremonial law or not. The practical univer- 
salism of Jesus is theoretically completed in the 
Pauline doctrine of the abrogation of the Jewish 
law. This was the natural consequence of the 
new view of redemption. When salvation is re- 
garded as a new Divine life, it is impossible not 
to recognize the Christianity of those who have 
received the Holy Spirit, even if they have not 
been circumcised (Ac IO 44 - 48 ). To the freedom of 
the Divine Spirit, like that of the wind, blowing 
where it listeth, no man may venture to set 
bounds. The salvation of Israel is still the centre 
of hope and prayer (Ro 9 1 ), but it is only as part 
of a process which is as wide as humanity. 

With the widening horizon, we note a correspond- 
ing change in the depth of the conception. Salvation 
becomes not only a broader, but a more intensive 
term ; less external, more spiritual; less local, more 
permanent. It not only affects more men, but it 
affects them more profoundly. Its subject is the 
whole man. It reaches soul as well as body. It 
delivers from sin as well as from suffering. It 
not only removes causes of evil ; it creates forces 
of good. As nothing is too large, so nothing is 
too small to fall within the range of its activity. 
Life and death, things present and things to come, 
are alike subject to the control of that Christ who 
is able to save to the uttermost. 

This double growth may be well illustrated in connexion with 
the doctrine of election. At first the Divine choice centres in 
Israel the nation, or in those heroes or prophets whom God has 
set apart for special service in connexion with the national 
deliverance. Then other nations are included in the Divine 

r.n. God chooses Egypt as well as Israel. Cyrus the Persian 
His sen ant, set apart to do a special work in the execution 
of His redemptive purpose. To the broader view-point of the 
NT, with its Juster estimate of the worth of the individual, 
election is no longer confined to a few. All Christians are 
elect, called to be saints (Ro 1«) according to the Divine purpose. 
And as the range of the Divine choice widens, so its content 
deepens. Christians ore elect unto salvation (2 Th 2i»), with 
all the richness of meaning which the Christian revelation has 
put into the word. The object of the Divine choice is not 
merely deliverance from future punishment. Men are called to 
the Christian lite as a whole, with its good works (Eph 2>°), its 
Joys and graces, its brotherly service, iU missionary seal, its 
willingness to spend and be spent, yes, if need be, even to be 
cost away (Bo s ), if thereby others may be saved. Thus the 
individualism of the NT doctrine of election, so far from being 
a narrowing of the conception, is rather a mark of its true 
anlversalism. 

(A) In the life after death.— With the expansion 
of the conception of salvation in this life, we find 
the Biblical outlook reaching across the grave, and 
taking in the life after death. Nothing is a more 
striking witness to the strength and richness of 
the Hebrew conception of God than the way in 
which it succeeded in transforming the pagan 
conception of Sheol which at the first the Israelites 
had snared with their contemporaries. We have 
already traced the steps in tins moral ization of 
the life after death, and need not repeat them 
here. From a gloomy, passionless, joyless exist- 
ence, Sheol becomes the scene of God's presence 
and power. It has its garden of life, where the 
righteous await contentedly the greater joys of 
the resurrection. Christianity further emphasizes 
and enriches this conception. Whatever new 
elements Christ has brought into the thought of 
God and His salvation are carried over into the 
life immediately after death. Christ's activity is 
not merely confined to the living. In the spirit 
He preaches even in the realm of the dead (1 P 
2 1 '-'). The shifting and uncertain imagery through 



which the human imagination had endeavoured to 
picture the nature of ' that undiscovered country ' 
is now reinforced or superseded by a definite con- 
ception. To die means to depart and to be with 
Christ (Ph 1°) ; to enter into the Father's home, 
where the elder brother has gone before to prepare 
a place and a welcome for each returning traveller 
(Jn 14 s ). Whatever the joys still remaining at 
the Parousia, they are not different in kind from 
those upon the experience of which one enters 
immediately after death. The highest blessedness 
of heaven will consist in communion with Christ. 
1 It is not yet made manifest what we shall be. 
We know that if he shall be manifested, we shall 
be like him, for we shall see him even as he is' 
(1 Jn 3 s ). 

(c) The Biblical doctrine of salvation reaches its 
climax in the conception of a redemption of tlie 
universe. Foreshadowed in the OT doctrine of 
new heavens and a new earth, developed in the 
period between the Testaments in extravagant 
and non-spiritual forms, it remains an element in 
the Biblical conception to the last. It is not God's 
purpose merely to save men out of the world, but 
to save the world. Whatever is hopelessly evil — 
whether in nature, man, or spirit — shall at last be 
utterly destroyed. No foe will longer remain to 
dispute the authority of Christ or mar the glories 
of His eternal Kingdom. The last enemy to be 
destroyed is death (1 Co 15*). Not till then 
will Christ's saving work be finished, and He 
restore to the Father the power given to Him, 
that in the redeemed universe God may be all in 
all (1 Co 15'-*). This doctrine of a cosmic salvation, 
wrought out most fully by St. Paul, but implied 
also in other parts of the NT, has three main 
elements: (1) the redemption of physical nature 
with its destruction of suffering and death ; (2) the 
redemption of mankind with its destruction of sin ; 
(3) the redemption of the angelic world with its 
destruction of the spiritual forces which now 
oppose the Kingdom of God. Thus in terms 
naturally suggested by the thought of his day, 
but with a vigour and breadth of conception 
worthy of the largest generalizations of our 
modern science, the apostle presents the work of 
Christ in its unity as one great process, running 
through the ages, reaching out to take in the 
uttermost bounds of space, penetrating to the pro- 
foundest depths of spiritual experience in order to 
bind together all things in earth and heaven in 
one universal purpose or salvation (Eph 1, Col 1). 

Literature. — The Literature, which is voluminous, is widely 
scattered, all the more important Commentaries, as well as 
works on Biblical Theology, contributing directly or indirectly 
to the subject. For monographs on special phases of the 
doctrine the reader is referred to the literature given in the 
special articles on Esciiatolooy, Faith, Justification, Parousia, 
Ransom, Redemption, etc. Here only a general survey can be 
given. 
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W. Adams Brown. 
SAMAIAS (Zaualas).— 1. Shemaiah, one of the 
chiefs of the Levites in Josiah s reign, 1 Es l 9 (cf. 
2Ch 35 9 ). 2. 1 Es8 3B = Shemaiah, of the sons of 
Adonikam, Ezr 8". 

SAMARIA— 1. flVsjtf, that is, ShomtrAn, • watch- 
mountain ' ; ^afiapeia, Sejtif/xiv, 'Zouep&v, "Lofxripwv, 
"Lwuhip&v ; Jos. (Ant. VIII. xii. 5), 'Sufiapelv; Euseb. 
(Onom.), 2euT)pti>v ; Samaria) The capital of the 
kingdom of Israel. The Assyrian, Samirina (Ins. 
of Tiglath - pileser III., Sargon, etc.), and the 
Greek and Latin forms of the name, come from the 
Aramaic pffT. A characteristic derivation of the 
name is given, in 1 K Iff-" (RV, cf. Jos. Ant. VIII. 
xii. 5), w-here we are told that Samaria was built 
by Omri who bought the ' hill of Samaria ' from 
Shenier, and, having fortified it, called the name of 
the city that he built Shomcr6n (Samaria) after 
Shemer. (See discussion of etymology by Stade in 
ZATWv. 165 ff.) 

Commanding the roads from Shechem northwards 
to Esdraelon, and westwards to the coast, and 
situated within easv reach of the Mediterranean, 
no better site coufd have been selected for the 
fortified capital of the Northern kingdom. The 
hill ('mountain of Samaria' Am 4 l 6', Sir 50* 8 ) 
rises from 300 to 400 feet above the bed of a broad 
fertile valley (perhaps the ' field of Samaria' Ob 19 
RV), and is isolated on all sides but the east, where 
it is connected with the hills ('mountains of 
Samaria' Am 3 9 , Jer 31") by a low narrow saddle. 
On three sides it is surrounded and overlooked by 
hills clothed with olive and vine, but they are 
beyond the range of catapult and bow, and so 
were not a source of danger. On the fourth side 
the hills are low, and the view over them to the 
west, with the blue waters of the Mediterranean 
in the distance, is one of exceptional beauty. 
This charm of position, in a rich 'fat' valley, 
bordered by vine-clad hills, formed part of that 
' glorious beauty ' which made Samaria the ' crown 
of pride of the drunkards of Ephraim' (Is 28 1 " 4 ). 

From the 7th year of Omri, Samaria was the 

capital ('the head of Ephraim ' Is 7 9 , 1 Samaria and 

her daughters' Ezk 16 M ), and residence of the kings 

of Israel ( 1 K 10'* 20" 21>* M 22 S1 , 2 K I s 3 1 - 6 10* 13 1 - 10 
Mild jgs.ia.u.n.sj.sr 17 i t Is 7 » lo9> Ho8 10 7, . and 

it was also their burial-place (1 K 16 28 22 s7 , 2 K 10 3 * 
13». is 1416), Samaria is on this account mentioned 



with or compared with the capital of the Southern 
kingdom (2 K 21 13 , Is 10 10 - Ezk 10 s1 23*. Am 6 1 , 
Mic l 1 - 8 ), which was to share its fate. Ezekiel 
calls it 'the sister' (16 M 23 M ), and the 'elder 
sister' of Jerus. (16 48 ). The city was surrounded 
with strong walls (Ant. vill. xiv. 1), and beautified 
by the kings of Israel. There was a fortified 
palace, 'the castle of the king's house' (2 K 15 s5 
RV), with a 'roof -chamber' (2 K l 2 ). This probably 
stood on the top of the hill, and near or connected 
with it may have been the ivory palace built by 
Ahab (1 K 22 s9 ). There was a Syrian quarter in 
Samaria (1 K 20") ; and a city gate (1 K 22'°, 2 K 
7'- » 2 Ch 18 9 ) and pool (1 K 22 3s ) are mentioned. 

At Samaria, Ahab received a visit from Jehosha- 
phat, and, at the entrance of tlie gate, the two 
kings sat to hear the prophecy of Micaiah (1 K 22 lu , 
2 Ch 18 2 - 9 ). There the 70 sons of Ahab were slain 
(2 K 10 1 - 7 ); there Jehu destroyed all that remained 
unto Ahab (2 K lO** ,7 ) ; and there, according to 
one account (2 Ch 22 s , cf. 2 K O 27 ), Ahaziah was 
killed. It was to Samaria that Joash, after the 
capture of Jerus., brought the vessels for the 
service of the temple, and the treasures of the 
king's house (2 K 14 t4 , 2 Ch 25-*) ; and that Pekah, 
at least according to 2 Ch 28 8- 1S , returned at the 
head of his army, laden with the spoil of Judah, 
and accompanied by a long train of captive Jews, 
who were afterwards released. 

Samaria became the religious as well as the 
political centre of the Northern kingdom. The 
marriage of Ahab with Jezebel, and the consequent 
close alliance between the usurping dynasties of 
Israel and Phoenicia, led to the establishment of 
the Phranician worship on a large scale in the 
capital. Ahab caused a temple and altar to be 
erected to Baal (1 K 16 32 : Ant. IX. vi. 6), and 
made the Asherah (1 K 16 33 , 2 K 13» RV). The 
temple, which was probably of great size, contained 
'pillars of Baal,' apparently of wood, which were 
torn down and burned, and a ' pillar of Baal,' pos- 
sibly a stone pillar with an eftigy of the god on 
one of its faces, which was broken down when 
Jehu destroyed the temple after slaughtering the 
prophets of Baal (2 K 3 a 10"- *-« [in v. 28 read prob. 
with Klost. T51 adytnm for rp 'city']). The Phoe- 
nician rites were celebrated with great splendour, 
and Jezebel, who had slain the prophets of the LORD 
(1 K 18 13 ), fed 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets 
of the Asherah at her table (1 K 18 19 RV). The 
idolatrous worship was strongly opposed by the 
prophets of J", some of whom worked and preached 
in the city. Elisha had a fixed residence in it 
(2 K 2* 5 s S1 , cf. v. 24 ), and Hosea probably pro- 
phesied there. Isaiah (10 9 - 11 36 19 ) alludes to the 
idols, graven images, and gods of Samaria ; Hosea 
(7 1 8 3 -" 10 s ), to its wickedness, and to the calf- 
worship which existed side by side with the worship 
of Baal ; Amos (8»), to its sin ; and Isaiah (8* O 9 ), 
Hosea (13'«), Amos (3 1J ), Micah (l 8 ) foretell the 
penalties that it would have to suffer for the sins 
of its people. Jeremiah (23") mentions the j.ro- 
phets of Baal, and Ezekiel (23 4 ) can find no fitter 
symbol for the city than Oholah the harlot. 

Soon after Samaria was built, it was probably 
besieged by Benhadad I., who forced Omri to make 
'streets' in the city for the Syrians (1 K 20* 4 ). 
During Ahab's reign it successfully resisted a siege 
by Benhadad II. (1 K 20 1 * 81 ; Ant. VIII. xiv. 1, 2). 
In the reign of Jehoram, after a minor expedition 
had been thwarted by Elisha (2 K 6 19 Ant. IX. 
iv. 3), the city was again besieged by Benhadad. 
On this occasion the garrison and townsmen were 
reduced to the last extremity (2 K O 24 - 88 ), when a 
panic seized the Syrian army and the siege wius 
raised (2 K 7 1 "- ; Ant. IX. iv. 4, 5). In the 7th year 
of Hoshea, Samaria was besieged by Shalmancser, 
but it was actually taken, B.C. 722, by his succes- 
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sor Saxgon after the siege had lasted three years 
(2 K 17 s - 6 18 9 - ie - **, cf. 21" ; Ant. IX. xiv. 1 ; Inscrip- 
tions of Sargon). The Northern kingdom fell with 
it* capital, and the people were transplanted hy 
the conqueror ; but the city was not completely 
destroyed (Jer 41 s ). Two years later it rose, in 
alliance with Hamath, Arpad, and Damascus, 
against the Assyrians ; but the rising collapsed on 
the overthrow of the king of Hamath (see Inscrip- 
tions). The transplanted Jews were replaced by 
foreign colonists (2 K 17**, Ezr 4 10 ) under Assyrian 

governors, of one of whom the name, Nabu-achi-su, 
as been preserved (III. Rawlinson, 34, col. ii. 94 f.). 
In B.c. 331 Samaria submitted to Alexander, who 
killed many of its inhabitants, and replaced them 
by Macedonian colonists. Later it was dismantled 
by Ptolemy Lagi, afterwards rebuilt, and again 
destroyed by Demetrius Poliorcetes. The walls 
must soon have been restored, for it was a ' very 
strong city' when taken by John Hyrcanus, B.C. 
120, after a year's siege {Ant. XIII. x. 2, 3 ; BJ 
I. ii. 7). Hyrcanus is said to have completely 
destroyed the city by ' bringing streams to drown 
it ' ; but this can refer only to that portion of it 
which lay at the foot of the hill. Samaria was 
rebuilt by Pompey, who made it a free city, and 
attached it to the government of Syria (Ant. 
Xiv. iv. 4 ; BJ I. vii. 7) ; and it was further 
restored and strengthened by Gabinius (Ant. xiv. 
v. 3 ; BJ I. viii. 4). Herod, in pursuance of his 
commercial policy, which was based on intercourse 
with the West, and of his plan of covering the 
country with strongholds garrisoned by Gentile 
soldiers devoted to his interests, made Samaria a 
strong fortress. He embellished it, built a temple 
of great size and magnificence, and settled it with 
veterans from his army and people from the 
neighbourhood (Ant. xv. viii. 5; BJ I. xxi. 2). 
The city, which is said at this time to have had 
a circumference of 2£ miles, was re-named Sebaste 
(Augusta) in honour of Augustus, who had given 
it to Herod (Ant. XV. vii. 3) ; and this name has 
survived in the modern Sebustiek. At Samaria 
Herod entertained Agrippa ; there he killed his 
wife Mariamne, and there also he strangled his 
sons (Ant. xv. vii. 5-7, xvi. ii. 1, xi. 7). During 
the Jewish revolt, Samaria and Herod's soldiers, 
called Sebastenes, went over to the Romans (Ant. 
xvii. x. 3, 9; BJ ll. iii. 4, iv. 3, xii. 5). Many 
authorities suppose that the gospel was preached 
in Samaria (Ac 8 s - *• M ) ; but it is possible that 
some town in the district of Samaria, of which the 
name is not specified, is intended (note the absence 
in v. 5 of the def. art in some MSS). Septimius 
Severus made Samaria a Colonia, but it rapidly 
declined as Shechem (Neapolis) rose to importance, 
and in the 4th cent, it was already a small town 
(Euseb. Onom.). It was an Episcopal see, and its 
bishops attended the Councils of Nieoea, Constan- 
tinople, and Chalcedon, and the Synod of Jerusalem 
(A.D. 538). According to Jerome it was the burial- 
place of Elisha, Obadiah, and St. John the Baptist 
(Ep. ad Marcellam, Com. ad Obad.), and their 
tombs were shown to pilgrims in the Middle Ages. 
The Crusaders established a Latin bishopric in 
Samaria. 

The modern village of Sebustiek lies at the E. 
end of the terraced hill of Samaria, which is now 
partially cultivated and in places covered with 
olive groyes. The old city wall can be traced for 
most of its course, following irregularly the con- 
tour of the hill, and there are remains of the west 

{'ate. From this gate a street 50 ft. wide, and 
ined with columns, of which many still stand, 
ran along the S. side of the hill to a gate on the 
E., which has disappeared. To the W. of the 
village are the columns of a large buried temple ; 
towards the S.W. the columns of a smaller temple ; 



and in a hollow at the foot of the N.E. side of the 
hill are several shafts of columns that formed part 
of a quadrangle, perhaps a hippodrome, 622 ft. 
long and 190 ft. wide. Close to the site of the E. 
gate are the ruins of the fine cathedral church of 
St. John, built between A.D. 1150 and 1180, over 
the traditional tomb of St. John the Baptist. In 
the neighbourhood of the village are two fine 
springs, 'A in H&rim and 'A in Kefr R&tna, from 
which small streams flow for a short distance. 
These streams are, apparently, those utilized by 
Hyrcanus to undermine the lower portion of the 
city. (Stanley, S. and P. 243-246 ; G. A. Smith, 
IIUHLvp. 346-349 ; PEF Mem. ii. 160, 211-215; 
Guerin, i>amarie, ii. 188, etc.). 
2. Samaria (tj 2a/*dp«a ; Samaria) mentioned in 

1 Mac 5 M cannot be the well-known Samaria, and 
is apparently an error. The place intended seems 
to be Marisa (MariBhah, now Kh. Mer'ash near 
Beit Jibrin), a reading found in an ancient Latin 
version. See Josephus, Ant. XII. viii. 6, and 

2 Mac 12 38 . C. W. Wilson. 

SAMARIA, Territory op (^ Zanafxirit x*p*, 
ZafiAptia, 2a/iapia ; Jos. x^pa- 2a,uaptuv ; Samaria). 
— At an early period the name of the city was 
applied to the kingdom of the ten tribes, and 
as the limits of that kingdom varied (2 K 10**- 33 
15 29 , 1 Ch 5 s6 ), so did those of the territory 
called Samaria. Thus the 'king of Samaria' 
(2 K l 3 , Hos 10 7 ) is the king, and the 'cities of 
Samaria' (1 K 13*, 2 K 17 w - * 23 ,B ) the cities, of 
the Northern kingdom; and the 'mountains of 
Samaria' (Jer 31 s , Am 3") is simply another term 
for the hill-country of Epliraim (Av" Mt. Ephraim). 
The name Samaria is used in its extended sense 
in 1 K 18 s , 2 K 17* 23", 2 Ch 25 ia , Ezr 4", Nell 4 a , 
Am 3 ia . 

In the Apocrypha (1 Es 2 I6 SB , Jth l 9 4*, 1 Mac 
310 5M iosu.m n*».« 2 Mac 15 1 ) and in NT (Lk 
17", Jn 4<- ■■ 7 - 9 , Ac l 8 8» 9 31 ) the name Samaria 
denotes the eentral of the three districts — Judaea, 
Samaria, and Galilee — into which the country west 
of Jordan was divided. According to Josephus 
(BJ ill. iii. 1, 4, 5), Samaria was bounded on the 
north by Galilee and the territory of the free city 
of Scythopolis, its most northerly village being 
Ginwa (Jenin), in the great plain of Esdraelon. 
It extended S. to the toparchy of Acrabatta, 
'Akr&beh, and the villages of Anuath, Kh. 'Aina, 
and Borceos, Bcrkit, which were about 15 Roman 
miles S. of Shechem, and belonged to Judiea. In 
the Jordan Valley the boundary ran N. of Sartaba, 
Kurn Surtaba (Mishna, Roth hash-shana, ii. 3) ; 
and on the west to the N. of Antipatris (Talni. 
Bab. GitUn, 76a). It was separated from the sea 
on the \V. by the coast district of Juda-a, which 
stretched N. to Ptolemais (BJ III. iii. 5). 

Samaria is a land of hills and valleys, with here 
and there upland plains of great fertility. Carmel i 
and other hills are partially clothed with dense 
thickets, and, in places, remnants of former 
forests can still be seen. In the plains and open 
valleys the rich soil yields abundant harvests of 
wheat, oats, and maize, whilst on the terraced 
hillsides the fig, the olive, and the vine bring forth 
their fruit in due season. Josephus savs truly 
(BJ ill. iii. 4) that the country was fruitful and 
well wooded ; it abounded in wild fruit and in 
that produced by cultivation ; its water was good, 
and in consequence of the excellence of its grass 
the cattle yielded more milk than elsewhere. 

Samaria is an open country, and was always at 
the mercy of hostile invaders. It seems to nave 
ottered little resistance to Joshua, and, after the con- 
quest, Canaanites, Midianites, Syrians, Assyrians, 
Greeks, and Romans overran it with comparative 
ease. No great battle was fought within ite 
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limits, and the stirring episodes of mountain 
warfare, so frequent in Judaea, are unknown to 
its annals. On the other hand, it is remarkable 
for the number of fortified towns or 'strong 
places' that guarded its approaches. The open 
character of Samaria facilitated communication. 
Great highways of commerce passed through it, 
and chariots were used at a very early period. 
Amongst the trade routes were that from the 
coast, through the remarkable pass l«tween Ebal 
nnd Gerizim, to the districts east of Jordan ; and 
those from the Maritime Plain across the hills to 
Megiddo (Lejfvn), and En-gannim (Jenin), and 
thence to Boshan and Damascus. To these well- 
travelled roads was due in great measure the close 
connexion that has always existed between Samaria 
and the trans-Jordanic regions, and the readiness 
with which the Jews of the district succumbed to 
the influence of the surrounding paganism. 

After the Assyrians had conquered the kingdom 
of the ten tribes, they carried away the people to 
Assyria, and brought men from ' Babylon, and 
from Cut hali, and from Avva, and from Hamath 
and Sepharvaim,' and placed them in the 'cities 
of Samaria ' (2 K 17 8 - M - * ; Ant. IX. xiv. 1). At a 
later date, during the reigns of Esar-haddon and 
Assur - bani - pal (Osnappar, RV), the number of 
Assyrian colonists in Samaria m-os largely in- 
creased (Ezr 4 1 - 9 - »). In 2 K 17 M these colonists 
are termed 'Samaritans.' Josephus says (Ant. 
IX. xiv. 3, X. ix. 7, XI. iv. 4) that tliey were 
called Cuthreans in Hebrew, from Cut hah, the 
city of their origin, and Samaritans in Greek, 
from the country to which they were removed ; 
and he regarded the Samaritans of his day as 
their descendants. The Cuthreans and others 
brought their national gods with them, an act 
which was believed to have brought on them the 
vengeancj of the God of the land. One of the 
captive Jewish priests was consequently sent to 
teach them * how they should fear the Lord.' 
The result appears to have been that they adopted 
the Jewish ritual, but combined the worship of 
J" with that of their graven images (2 K 17 s8 -* 1 ; 
Ant. IX. xiv. 3). Possibly, many of their high 
places and altars were destroyed during the re- 
forms of Josiah (2 K 23 19 , 2 Oh 34 c ). 

The Captivity freed the Jews from their old sin 
of idolatry, and intensified the excliisiveness of the 
Jewish character. When, therefore, the Jews re- 
turned from Babylon, and the Samaritans offered 
to assist them in rebuilding the walls and temple 
at Jerusalem, the proffered aid was refused, and 
the Jews excluded the Samaritans from all par- 
ticipation in their worship. Quarrels naturally 
arose, and led to a mutual enmity between the 
two peoples, which was marked by frequent 
outbursts of active hostility. The Samaritans 
were generally the aggressors. They attempted 
to prevent the rebuilding of Jerusalem (Ezr4 7 " w , 
Neh 4 7 " 15 ; Ant. XI. iv. 4) ;. seized Jewish lands, 
and carried Jews oft" as slaves {Ant. XII. iv. 1). 
On one occasion they brought the bodies of dead 
men into the cloisters of the temple (Ant. XVIII. 
ii. 2), and on another they killed Galikeans who 
were passing through Samaria on the way to 
Jerusalem. This last outburst gave rise to dis- 
putes, which were referred to Rome for settlement 
(Ant. XX. vi. 1-3 ; BJ II. xii. 3-7). The Samaritans 
were always ready to claim kinship with the Jews 
when the latter were prosperous (Ant. ix. xiv. 3, 
XI. viii. 6) ; but at other times they repudiated 
the relationship, and acknowledged their Assyrian 
origin (Ezr 4- ; Ant. XI. iv. 3, 9, XII. v. 5). The 
feeling of the Jews towards their enemies is indi- 
cated by the term of reproacli, 'Thou art a 
Samaritan, and hast a devil ' (.In 8 M ) ; by the 
words of Jesus son of Sirnch (Sir 50 3 *- *) ; and 



the mutual hostility explains Christ's command 
to His disciples not to enter into any city of the 
Samaritans (Mt 10 s ). 

Samaria, after its conquest by Assyria, was 
ruled by Assyrian, Babylonian, and Persian 
governors until Syria and Palestine fell to Alex- 
ander after the battle of Issus. The Samaritans 
hastened to proffer aid to the conqueror, and in 
return were granted, according to Josephus, per- 
mission to build a temple on Mt. Gerizim (Ant. 
XI. viii. 4, 6, XIII. iii. 4, ix. 1). In this temple, 
which, more probably, however, was built by 
Sanballat during the time of Nehemiah, the 
Samaritans ottered sacrifices after the manner of 
the Jews. But when Antiochus IV. Epiphanes 
took Jerus. and desecrated the temple, they were 
quite ready to address him as god, and ask his 
permission to call their place of worship the temple 
of Zeus Hellenius (Ant. XII. v. 5). After having 
more than once changed hands during the struggle 
between AlexanderVsuecessors, Samaria was given 
by Antiochus ill. the Great, as part of the dower 
of his daughter Cleopatra, to Ptolemy v. Epi- 
phanes (A nt. xii. iv. 1). During the reign of the 
latter's successor, Ptolemy VI. Philometor, the 
Samaritan colony in Egypt, which owed its origin 
to the settlement of Samaritans serving in Alex- 
ander's army (Ant. XI. viii. 6), and to the re- 
moval of Samaritans from Palestine to Egypt by 
Ptolemy I. Soter (Ant. XII. i. 1), maintained, in 
controversy with the Alexandrian Jews, that 
according to the laws of Moses the temple was 
to be built on Gerizim and not at Jerus. (Ant. xm. 
iii. 4). Samaria was conquered by John Hyrcanus, 
who destroyed the temple on Gerizim (BJ I. ii. 
6, 7) ; and, after passing to the Bomans when 
Pompey intervened in the quarrel between Hyr- 
canus II. and his brother, it was given to Herod 
by Augustus (Ant. XV. vii. 3). On Herod's death 
it was granted to his son Archelaus (Ant. XVII. 
xi. 4 ; BJ II. vi. 3) ; but, on his banishment, it 
was added to the province of Syria (Ant. XVII. 
xiii. 5 ; BJ II. viii. 1). In the time of Pilate a 
large number of Samaritans were killed when on 
their way to Gerizim, and to Pilate's action on 
this occasion Josephus ascribes his recall (Ant. 
XVlll. iv. 1, 2). 

In the days of our Lord the Samaritans formed 
an important element in the population ; and 
though they probably had a strong admixture 
of Jewish mood in their veins (2 K 23'»- », 2 Ch 
34", Ezr 6 W , Jn 4 M ; Ant. X. iv. 5), they had not 
lost their distinctive character as aliens by descent 
(Lk 17 18 , ef. lCP" 37 ), and apparently in religion 
(Jn 4*-'). The goBpel appears to have been first 
preached to the Samaritans by Philip, and with 
some measure of success (Ac 8 5 " 1 *). But it cannot 
have been very generally accepted, for the 
Samaritans more than once came into collision 
with the Roman emperors and the Christians. 
Vespasian quelled a threatened rising by slaying 
11,600 of them on Mt. Gerizim (BJ ill. vii. 32); 
and they were so severely punished by Zeno and 
Justinian for murdering Christians and destroying 
churches, that they never afterwards recovered. 
Benjamin of Tudefa, A.D. 1163, found 'Cuthenns, 
who observe the Mosaic law only, and are called 
Samaritans,' at Ndblus, Cn?sarea, Ascalon, and 
Damascus (Early Travel*, p. 81). They are now 
represented by a few families at N&blus. 

Literature. — Conder, Tent-Work, i. 80-1O) ; Stanley, Sinai 
and Palestine, 229-248 : O. A. 8mitb, 11GHL 321-343 ; (Juirin, 
fkimarU; Schiirer, HJP I. i. 190 f., 280, II. i. 5-8 ; Bwxieker- 
Socin, Pal." 22811.; Buhl, GAP, 207. C. W. WILSON. 

SAMATUS (2d/toT<w), 1 Es 9 s4 .— One of the sons 
of Ezora, corresponding to Sheraariah or Shallum 
in Ezr 10 u - «. 
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SAMECH (D). — The fifteenth letter of the 
Hebrew alphabet, and as such employed in the 
119th Psahti to designate the 15th part, caoh verse 
of which logins with this letter. In this Dic- 
tionary it is transliterated by s. 

8AMELLIU8 (B ZaufWtot, A 2</t- 2e£-; AV 
Semellius), 1 Es 2'* Shimshai the scribe, 

cf. Ezr 4" etc. 

SAME US (B Ba/ufot, A "Sajiatoi; AV Sameius).— 
Of the sons of Eramer (1 Es 9"), answering to 
Sheraaiah, of the sous of Hariin, Ezr 10**. 

SAMGAR-NEBO (tapjpp).— An officer of Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who, according to the M V of Jer 39 
[Gr. 46] s , took his sent, along with other princes, 
in the middle gate of Jerusalem alter the Chal- 
d.-ean army haa forced its way into the city. If 
the name (LXX Btf 2anayib8, A Elaaaixaydd) is to 
be accepted, it may be = Sumgir-Nnbu, ' be gra- 
cious, O Nebo ' (Schrader, COT ii. 109). • The text 
has in any case suffered corruption, as is evident, 
apart from other considerations, from the multi- 
tude of variant readings exhibited {cf. Swete, 0T 
in Greek, ad loc.) by the LXX. If we retain the 
name Samgar-nebo, we ought perhaps to drop the 
lirst * Nergal-sharezer,' and read : ' Samgar-nebo 
the Sar-sechim [a title as yet unexplained], Nebu- 
shazban the Ilab-saris [cf . v. 13 ] and Nergal-sharezer 
tbeKab-inag' (so Sayce in art. NeroaL-ShaRRZKR 
above). Another course is to reject (with Giese- 
brecht) the name Samgar-nebo entirely, taking 
■ueo as a dittography of jc 3"i, and joining 12: to 
the following, o'aaisnai thus = j -;c^a^ of v.". It 
must be confessed that the means are not yet at 
our disposal for pronouncing with confidence on 
the true text. See, for another expedient, art. 
Sarsechim. J. A. Sellik. 

8AMLAH (.ifol?).— An Edomite king, described 
as 'of Mas re kali ' (which sue), (in 36- fl< - (B d:mt, 
A 2!o.\o/id, D ISo^aXd) = I C)l 1*"- (B om., A la/tad). 

SAMMUS (Sa/x^totii, B Zc/x.uov), 1 Es 9*»=Shema, 
Neh 8*. 

SAMOS CSd/xot), one of the most important 
islands in the /Ega'un, is separated from the 
coast of Ionia by the narrow straits in which the 
Creeks met the Persian fleet and won the decisive 
victory of Mycale, B.C. 479. It was the centre of 
Ionian luxury, art, and science ; and, from the 
moment when it became a member of the Ionic- 
confederacy to the time when ic was deprived of 
its freedom by Vespasian, its history is full of 
interest. In B.C. 84 it was united to the province 
of Asia, and in B.C. 17 it was made a free city by 
Augustus. This was the political status when 
St. Paul, after passing Chios, touched at Sanios 
(Ac 20 1S RV) on his return from his third mis- 
sionary journey. There were many Jewish 
residents on the island (1 Mac 15 s *), who ob- 
tained numerous privileges when Marcus Agrippa 
and Herod visited Samos. The latter also made 
presents to the Samians (Ant. XVI. ii. 2, 4 ; BJ I. 
xxi. 11). Descriptions of the island and its his- 
tory will be found in Tournefort, Voyage dc 
Lcmnte, ii. 103 etc.; Ross, Heine anf die griech. 
J twin, ii. 139 etc. ; Murray, Handbook to Asia 
Minor, etc. pp. 359-361. " C. W. Wilson. 

SAMOTHRACE {Saiu$pinm, i.e. the Thracian 
Samos). — An island of considerable size in the 
iEgtean Sea, to the south of the coast of Thrace, 
and north-west from the city of Troas. St. Paul 

* On the similarity of the names Shamyar and Saw jar see 
Mcore, Judges, 106. 



and his companions, sailing from Troas, made a 
straight run, without tacking (see RHEGIUM), 
across the sea to Samothrace (Ac 16 u ) ; and the 
next day they sailed north to NEAPOLIS, on the 
Thracian coast, which, according to Pliny [Nat. 
Hist. iv. 23), was about 38 miles from the island, 
though the actual distance is hardly more than 
about 20 miles. At the northern end of the 
island was the town, called by the same name ; 
and here, doubtless, it was that the ship which 
carried St. Paul cast anchor for the night. Ac 2U 8 , 
also, probably implies that the ship anchored for a 
night at Samothrace ; but no details are recorded. 
There was no good harbour at any point round the 
island, which therefore was difficult of approach 
(importuosissima omnium, as Pliny says) ; but the 
ancient Greek sailors always liked to anchor for 
the night, if convenient or possible (Ac 20 11, "). 

Samothrace is a mountainous island ; and in 
the view from the Trojan coast it forms a huge 
mass behind and towering over the intermediate 
island of Imbros. Its summit rises to 5240 ft.; 
and there Homer describes the sea-god Poseidon 
taking his seat to survey the battle before Troy. 
In a similar way the island of Samos on the coast 
of Ionia forms a huge mass rising boldly out of the 
sea ; and the common name Sanios is probably 
due, not to colonization from one to the other, nor 
to common stock in the inhabitants, but to the 
character of the islands, each in the distance look- 
ing like a single huge mountain.* 

Samothrace, being unsuited for a trading centre 
by it* harbourless nature, played little part in 
Greek history. Its only importance is due to the 
cult of the mysterious gous called Vabiri, who 
were said to have been worshipped by the original 
Pelasgian inhabitants of the island (Herod, ii. 51). 
The Mysteries of the Cabiri rivalled those of 
Eleusis in reputation and attractiveness during 
the later centuries of Greek history ; and Philip 
of Macedon was initiated at Samothrace. 

\V. M. Ramsay. 

8AMP8 AMES («V Za/xyW/^J, which is followed by 
AV and RV ; A ^an^dKrjs ; Lat. VSS Lampsacus). 
— One of the places to which the Romans are said 
to have written in favour of the Jews, 1 Mac 15- s . 
It is usually identified with Samsvn, a seaport 
town on the Black Sea, between Sinojie and J're- 
bizond (cf. Ramsay, Hist. Geog. of Asia Minor, 273). 

8AH80N.- 

i. The name. 

ii. The narrative, 
ili. The source*. 

iv. The historical background. 

v. Historical importance. 

vi. Significance tor the history of religion. 

vii. Significance for the history of civilization. 
viiL Mythological traces. 

Literature. 

i. The Name. — The pronunciation Samson is 
derived from the Vulgate, which follows the LXX 
Zan\ptl>v, using a vowel older than the i of the 
Heb. rtrptf Snimshon. The name is not to be 
derived from \ov, or ccp, or thy ' serve ' (cf. Moore 
on Jg 13 34 ), but is formed fiom v-f ' sun ' by means 
of the denominating ending-fV; a diminutive sense 
= ' little sun' (cf. the Arab, name Shumais in 
Noldeke, ZDMG xl. p. 166) is less probable than 
a derivation with the sense ' sunny, 4 sun's man ' 
(cf. Ges. - Kautzsch, Gram." § 86 f. g.). It is 
natural to think of the Danite city Beth-SHEMESH, 
which was not far from Samson's birthplace. The 
name Samson is confined in the OT to the judge 
(but cf. TO Shimshai, Ezr 4 8 '- "• '- 3 ), and is found 
nowhere but in Jg 13-16, which have him for 

* Constantino Porphyr. (iii. p. 41, Bonn ed.), Eustathius, and 
Stral>o (pp. 346, 457) say that 2*ftt meant ' bill' ; and thr 
name was common in the Creek world. 



Digitized by 



Google 



378 



SAMSON 



SAMSON 



their subject (the Syr. and LXX Luc. wrongly 
introduce him in 1 S 12 n ). The same thing is true 
of the name of his father Manoah (rjto 'rest,' 
'resting-place'), Jg IS*** 16 ;:1 ; but after the 
Captivity the inhabitants of Zor'ah, Samson's 
native town, are called (1 Ch '&*-**) Manahe- 
THITES (*!»rij?), a circumstance which might imply 
that Manoah was the heros cponymos of a Danite 
clan, and was only afterwards assigned a* father to 
the judge Samson (cf. the case of Jephthaii in 
Jgll 1 ). 

ii. The Narrative.— 

Ch. 13. The barren wife of the Danite Manoah of £or'ah has 
a vision of the angel of Jahweh in the form of a man, who pro- 
mises to her a son who from his mother's womb is to be a 
' consecrated one ' to Qod (0'."6x TIJ, see Naziritk), and who 
is to make a commencement of freeing the people from the 
Philistine yoke. Therefore his mother is to abstain from all 
intoxicating liquors and guard against everything that denies ; 
no razor is to come upon the head of the child. At Manoah 's 
prayer the angel appears a second time, and repeats his instruc- 
tions. Only after he osccn'ls in the flame of the offering pre- 
sented to Jahweh and disappears, do Manoah and his wife 
recognize who had been their guest. The boy, when born, is 
named Samson, and grows up under the blessing of Jahweh. 

Ch. 14. Arrived at manhood, Samson, not without opposition 
from his parents, makes choice of a Philistine girl at Timnoh to 
be his wife. On his way there he kills a lion, and on his return 
Journey eats of the honey which he finds in the carcase. At 
the wedding feast he makes this the subject of a riddle for the 
young men, and, when his young wife coaxes hire into telling 
her the solution and betrays it to tbem, he leaves her in ill 
humour. 

Ch. 15. Having recovered himself, Samson will visit his wife 
in her parents' house, hut finds that she has been given by her 
father to another. In revenge he destroys the ripe harvest 
fields of the Philistines bv foxes with burning brands. The Philis- 
tines retaliate by burning his wife and all her house, an act 
which 8omson again avenges by slaughtering many of them 
(vv.i-8). Having mode his escape to the territory of Judah, 
which, however, owned the Philistine suzerainty, he allows 
himself, on their menaces, to be handed over by the inhabitants 
bound, but bursts his bonds and slays a thousand Philistines 
with the jawlane of an ass. The wearied Samson is revived 
by Jahweh by means of a spring flowing from the jawbone 
(vv.010). 

Ch. 16. While Samson is visiting a harlot at Gaza he is 
betrayed, and his enemies think to seize him in the morning. 
But he catches up the folding-doors of the city gate, posts anil 
all, and carries them to the top of a mountain by Hebron 
(w.i J). His paramour, Delilah, in the Vale of Sorek is bribed 
by the Philistines to deliver him over to them : three times he 
deceives her as to the source of his strength, and bursts the 
bonds wherewith she has bound him. At last he confesses 
that his strength lies in his God-consecrated hair, and after he 
has been shaved while asleep he falls defenceless into the hands 
of the Philistines. The latter put out his eyes and set him to 
slaves' work in the prison at Gaza (vv. At the festival in 
honour of their god Daoos, the conquered foe is to be exhibited 
as a spectacle to the assembled people. But with the new 
growth of his hair the blind man feels his strength return, and 
after praying to Jahweh he pulls down the pillars of the house 
in which the Philistines are assembled, so that they all perish 
along^ with himself in the ruins. His body is buried by his 
relatives in the family sepulchre. His judgeship hod lasted 
twenty years (vv.23-31). 

iii. The Sources.— Of all the narratives in the 
Book of Judges, that about Samson is the only 
one that is not composed from the two ancient 
sources which supplied the material of the book — 
in all probability the Judtean source (J) and the 
Ephraimitic (E). The attempt to distinguish two 
sources throughout has only once been made, and 
that superficially, by von Ortenberg, but cannot 
be regarded as successful. On the other hand, it 
has been rightly recognized by van Doorninck 
(1879) and Stade (1884) that ch. 14 has undergone 
extensive revision, and Boh mo (1885) has proved 
the same for ch. 13. In both chapters the aim of 
this revision is religious ; the whole personality of 
Samson is meant to be brought under the religious 
point of view more than is the case in the par- 
ticular narratives. Bohme has shown at the same 
time that ch. 13 bears marks of the source J, and 
thus the whole Samson history will have to be 
assigned to this source. That E has no share in 
it is explained by the circumstance that for the 
Ephraimitic source the judge who ' began to deliver 
Israel out of the hands of the Philistines' (13 5 ) was 



no' Samson but Samuel (1 S 7 W ). Whether the 
Samson history, whose scene was the neighbour- 
hood of Judah, had only a local importance such 
as to prevent its being mode use of by E, or 
whether that history was too repugnant to its 
theocratic character (cf. Eb. Schroder, who calls E 
' the theocratic narrator '), in any case Samuel 
takes the place of Samson completely in E ( 1 S 1-7 ; 
cf. esp. the birth story in 1 S 1 with Jg 13), whereas 
in J Samuel plays no part at all as judge and 
military commander. 

But if the Samson story is derived from only 
one source, yet, apart from the above-mentioned 
revision, it is not on that account a literary unity 
in all its parts. On the contrary, the various 
anecdotes about Samson were originally related 
separately and only afterwards collected and 
arranged. Later than any of them, we may 
assume, is the story of his birth (ch. 13), just as is 
the cose with almost all ancient heroes, even those 
of them who otherwise appear in the clearest light 
of history. 

Samson is included by the Deuteronomistic re- 
daction, to which the Book of Judges owes its 
shape, amongst the 'great judges'; but this, it 
appears, was not done without a considerable 
amount of weeding out. The concluding formula 
of the Deuteronomic redaction as to the duration of 
Samson's judgeship appears already at the end of 
ch. 15 (v.-*), and is then repeated in 16 sl . This 
should in all likelihood be explained on the ground 
that R D closed his history of Samson with ch. 15, 
and did not admit ch. 16 into his Book of Judges. 
The reason is easily discovered. Down to the 
close of ch. 15 Samson is the husband of one wife, 
nnd love to her along with love to his native land 
is the motive of all his actions. But in ch. 16 he 
appears as the slave of sensual passion, caught in 
the toils of a succession of paramours, to the last 
of whom he even betrays the secret of the Divine 
strength that animated him. If this itself must 
have appeared to the mind of R D quite unworthy 
of a God-called judge (cf. 2 ,e - ,8 '-), his fate also was 
an unfitting one, namely that he should end his 
life as prisoner and slave of the unbelievers. 
Hence R D excluded ch. 16 in the same way as 
ch. 9 (the story of Abimelech). He was indiffer- 
ent to the circumstance that thus the account of 
Samson's death disappeared ; neither is there any 
mention of the death of Barak or of Deborah, and 
only a supplementary allusion to that of Ehud (4 1 ). 
It was not till the Inst redaction of Judges that 
ch. 16 was once more united with the preceding 
chapters, but the first concluding formula (15'-"") 
was still piously allowed to remain. How much of 
the minor alterations of the old text is to be attri- 
buted to this last redaction, cannot be determined. 

iv. The Historical Background.— The trilw 
of Dan, to which Samson belongs, possessed not 
only one tribal territory, but two,— the one west 
of Jerusalem, situated between Benjamin and 
Judah ; the other in the extreme north, at the 
lower sources of the Jordan, bordering upon the 
territory of N a pi i tali. Samson comes from the 
southern territory; his native town Zor'ah (•%-)»), 
one of the principal places belonging to the tribe 
(Jos ID 41 , Jg 18 s "- 11 , cf. also Neh 11»), still bears 
the some name at the present day. It lies on the 
northern slope of the fertile W My cs • Surar, 
through which the railway from Jaffa to Jeru- 
salem now runs, opposite the ancient Beth- 
shemesh (cf. G. A. Smith, HGHL 218 f.). But 
the question is, whether Samson lived (or is sup- 
posed to have lived) before or after the emigration 
of the 600 Danites who founded the northern set- 
tlement of the tribe. The history of this expe- 
dition is given summarily in Jg l 3 * (to be supple- 
mented by Jos 19 47 [LXX]), and in full detail in 
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Jg 17. 18. Since the account of it in the last- 
mentioned two chapters is preceded by the storj' 
of Samson, one might be disposed at first to decide 
for the former of the above alternatives. But it 
must not be forgotten that chs. 17-21 are appen- 
dices to the Book of Judges, and that their present 
position tells us nothing about their order in time. 
When the 600 Danites struck off to the north, 
their tribe was still contending for its independ- 
ence, although with little prospect of being able 
to assert it. The braver and more resolute mem- 
bers of the tribe having taken their departure, 
the remnant will have abandoned all further 
struggle and rested content that their foreign lords 
should leave them in possession of the soil, prob- 
ably upon condition of paying tribute. But this 
is the condition of things which we meet with in 
the story of Samson. The Philistines have pene- 
trated far into the Shephelah, Timnah (the modern 
Tibne only 4 or 5 miles S.W. of Sor'a) belongs to 
them. Between them and the Danites there is no 
state of war, but unrestricted intercourse, con- 
nubium and commercium— nay, the whole life of 
the Danites appears to gravitate towards the 
Philistine cities. The power is entirely in the 
hands of the Philistines : when Samson gets into 
trouble with them, his native town cannot shelter 
him. But even the territory of Judah, to which 
he flees, offers no security, for it, too, is subject to 
the Philistines, as its inhabitants (Jg 15") expressly 
affirm as a fact generally recognized. Samson's 
own demeanour is not at all that of an enthusiast 
for political independence and deliverer of his 
people from the Philistine yoke. He belongs, on 
the contrary, to that class amongst his country- 
men who are disposed to modern and liberal ideas, 
and who have no scruple about entering into 
relations with the Philistines and even connecting 
themselves with them by marriage. This strange 
conduct is already excused and explained in 
Jg 14 4 as being in obedience to a Divine commis- 
sion, in order that Samson might lind an oppor- 
tunity of damaging the Philistines. But this 
verse does not belong to the oldest form of the 
narrative, and is actually contradicted by other 
passages. Samson himself offers to the Judahites 
(15") the excuse that ho had not attacked the 
Philistines, but simply requited the wrong done to 
him by them. And in precisely the same fashion 
be always asserts his innocence to himself and to 
his enemies (cf. 15 s - 7 ) : if they would only leave 
him in peace, they should be safe from him, so he 
thinks at least. In the case of alibis exploits, then, 
we have to do not with conscious attempts to de- 
liver Israel, but only with the involuntary uprising 
of a subject people against the alien and unloved 
oppressor, with little 'pin-pricks,' each of which 
is regarded as a heroic deed and greeted with 
malicious joy. But ten hot-blooded and foolhardy 
Samsons would not have been able to loosen the 
chains of Israel's bondage. This was only accom- 
plished when the Philistines, who had ventured to 
attack the kernel of the Isr. territory, were, after 
some initial successes (1 S 4), completely beaten by 
the nprising of Mt. Ephraim (IS 13) and after- 
wards of all Israel under the leadership of Saul 
and David, and driven back within their own 
narrow territory. By means of these wars Samson's 
home became once more free, and a permanent pos- 
session of Israel. The Samson stories are probably 
intended, then, to be understood as belonging to 
the period which immediately preceded the Philis- 
tine war of 1 S 4, and are thus, apart from the 
appendices Jg 17-21, in the ri^ht place. That 
implies at the same time that the tradition, at 
first oral, embodying them must also go back to 
the same period. In a later ago there was no 
possibility of their arising. 



v. Historical Importance.— According to the 
scheme of the Book of Judges as its programme is 
set down by the Deuteronoinic redactor in Jg 2 IWi , 
Samson was 'raised up' by Jahweh to be 'judge' 
over all the children of Israel, in order to deliver 
them from the rule of the Philistines, to which 
Jahweh had given them over on account of their 
unfaithfulness (cf. 13 1 ). We saw that in the ease 
of Samson there can be no mention of such deliver- 
ance, and just as little of an activity on behalf of, 
or any judgeship over, the whole of Israel. What 
we are told of him, at all events, claims nothing 
more than quite a local importance. We need not 
wonder, then, that lt D left out ch. 16 (see above), 
but only that he allowed Samson to pass as a 
' judge ' at all. But this may be explained as due 
to the example set in the pre-Deuteronomic Book of 
Judges, the work of K JE (cf. Buckle, Kurzer Ildcom. 
xff., xv f.). The rank of a divinely - sent judge 
could not be henceforward taken from Samson. 
His credentials rest especially on ch. 13, the Divine 

Eroniise and wondertul accomplishment of his 
irtli. We shall have to regard the whole of 
this chapter as a later addition to the particular 
Samson narratives which were gathered from the 
mouth of the people and lie before us in chs. 14-16. 
As a literary composition, however, that chapter 
need not be more recent than these others. It is 
worthy of note that even it still confines the 
historical importance of Samson within very narrow 
limits. All that is said of him in v.* is that ' he 
shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the 
Philistines.' 

vi. Significance for thk History of Re- 
ligion. — The glaring contradiction between the 
Divine call of Samson and his far from exemplary 
manner of life caused much racking of the brains 
and much offence to the older theologians. A 
correct judgment of his personality is possible 
only when, on the one hand, we leave out of view 
the Christian standard of morality, and when, 
on the other, we take into account that Samson 
was originally not a religious but a popular hero. 
Still there remains even in the oldest strata of the 
narratives one religious trait, and it is this which 
has made it possible to represent him as under 
theocratic enlightenment. Any endowment be- 
yond the ordinary human standard, or any con- 
duct quite opposed to what is otherwise recognized 
as the character of a person, is explained in anti- 
quity, and so also in the OT, as due to a super- 
human being, a spirit, having taken up its abode 
in the person. On this account all who are 
mentally deranged are supposed to be the dwelling- 
place of a spirit, by whom they are possessed. In 
this way also the superhuman strength of Samson 
is explained ; and as the Philistines, the enemies 
of Israel, suffer through his deeds, the spirit which 
works through him is the spirit of Jahweh, the 
God of Israel. The last verse of ch. 13 notes the 
first occasion upon which the spirit of Jahweh 
moves him, without telling us how this working 
showed itself. In 14 s - a 15' 4 ' the spirit of Jahweh 
came upon him ' to enable him to perform the 
greatest feats of strength. It is noteworthy, how- 
ever, that this expression is wanting in 14*. This 
appears to point to a different way of viewing 
the matter, and, as this same way entirely domi- 
nates ch. 16, it may be regarded as the more 
original. According to Samson's own statement 
in 10 17 , which is confirmed by vv. 20 28 , his strength 
is not a new thing every time, imparted at the 
moment of need through his being filled with 
the Divine spirit, but is a constant possession, 
connected with the hair of his head, on which 
no razor comes, lnjcnuse from his mother's womb 
he has been a consecrated one of God, a Nazirite 
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The Nazirate is a religious institution of undoubtedly the 
highest antiquity ; it is named as early as Am 2"» , along with 
prophecy, as one of the special blessings which Jahweh has 
bestowed upon His people. At the same time it persisted in 
Israel down to the days when Israel's religion had undergone a 

!;reat spiritualizing, for not only do we And it in Nu in the 
egislation of the post-exilic period as a firmly established 
sacred usage, but we meet with its practice in Jerusalem at the 
temple even in the time of the Apostle Paul (Ac 2i'- 3f -X But In 
the OT Samson is the only Nazirite we encounter; for the 
consecration of Samuel is of quite a different character, and the 
words ' and there shall no razor come upon his head ' in 1 S 1" 
certainly do not belong to the original text. From the story of 
Samson, now, we can gather that the essence of the Nazirite 
vow consisted simply in allowing the hair to grow. At the 
expiry of the period fixed for the vow the hair was shorn by the 

Eriest and cast into the sacrificial flame (Nu 6i«, Ac 2i«).* 
ven Samson's lifelong Nazirate (Jg l.t*-') con scarcely be 
understood as implying that he is to carry his hair with him 
down to the grave, but rather that he has it shorn from time to 
time, and each time consecrates the shorn hair to Jahweh. 
But, as the Nazirite bears the God-consecrated offering upon 
his head, he naturally requires to keep his body, which 
ministers nourishment also to the hair, pure from everything 
that is repugnant to the Deity. The regulations on this sub- 
ject will undergo change and enlargement with the times ; 
the prohibition of wine (including, no doubt, all intoxicat- 
ing liquors) belongs certainly to the oldest state of things, 
and is witnessed to already in Am 2". An intoxicated man 
is possessed by another spirit which disputes Uod's authority. 
Samson, indeed, does not impress us as one who practised 
self-restraint in any direction ; his taking food from the carcase 
of the lion (Jg 14"' •) is directly opposed to the enactments of 
Nu 6* IK , for the term 'dead body' there certainly includes a 
potiori the carcases of animals. But from these contradictions 
between the Samson story and the Nazirate law we can only 
conclude that the story does not proceed throughout on the 
presupposition of his being under a Nazirite vow. The contra- 
dictions must have been early observed, and this explains why 
what was wanting in the case of Samson himself, namely 
abstinence from wine and from unclean food, is compensated 
for in 13*- 14 by attributing this abstinence to his mother for the 
period of her pregnancy. 

According to ch. 16, Samson's strength resides in the unshorn 
hair of his head, a belief which in the case of the Nazirate is 
explained by the consecration in virtue of which Jahweh Him- 
self dwells in the hair consecrated to Him. Amos, too, appears 
to attribute special powers to the Nazirites (2>> f ), but what is 
the nature of these we are not told. But the notion that some 
mysterious power resides in the hair, apart even from such 
special consecration, is extraordinarily widespread. A large 
collection of facts directly connected with supposed active and 
passive bodily powers may be found in J. O. Frazer, The Golden 
Bought, iij, 800 f. The Sunda Isles of the present day con- 
tribute much material to this collection, but so also does 
Europe of the Middle Ages, especially in the matter of pro- 
cesses against witches. The reader may note also what is said 
in the same work (i. 370 ff., cf. also p. SI) about letting the hair 
grow, and about the dangers connected with the cutting of it. 
The fear of these rises to such a pitch that, for instance, the 
chief of the Namosi upon the Fiji Islands, every time he had his 
hair cut, had to devour a man, in order to ward off the dangers 
which threatened him. We have therefore to do here with 
convictions diffused over the whole world, and which certainly 

f;o back to very early times. Even in Israel they must have 
leen much older than the religion of Jahweh, but they were 
brought within its scope in the form of the Nazirate. From 
the story of Samson and from Am 2 Ilf - we may infer with some 

K-obabifity that Israel was conscious that the blessing of the 
azirate gave them an advantage over the Philistines and the 
Canaanites ; and if that is so, we must hold that the Nazirate 
was established in Israel prior to the conquest of Canaan. 

vii. SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE HISTORY OF CIVILI- 
ZATION. — The story of Samson is specially import- 
ant from this point of view. Above all, we see from 
' it that the ideal of the country hero was exactly 
the same in Israel then as it is at the present day. 
The lion of a village must be first in success with 
the female sex, first in bodily strength, courage, 
and fondness for brawling, and first in mother 
wit. Samson displays the last-named quality in 
his riddle (ch. 14), in his ever - varied devices 
against the Philistines, and in the witty fashion 
in which he ever anew deceives Delilah. Veracity 
by no means belongs to the list of virtues of the 
country hero, and as little does faithfulness in 
love. Excess, or at least enormous capacity in 
eating and in drinking strong liquors, is amongst 
the things that may almost be taken for granted. 
It is strange enough that this trait is not strikingly 
displayed in Samson. Who knows whether from 

* How large a part was played by the hair-offering in the life 
of ancient peoples, especially of the Semites, may be learned 
from W. R. Smith, US* 32&-334, cf. also p. 482 ff. 
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the store of legends that circulated regarding him 
there may not have been dropped this or that 
portion dealing with the subject in question ? As 
to the matter of his enormous bodily strength, 
every village, or at least every shire, has still its 
Samson, whose displays of strength, as recorded 
in popular stories, speedily go, without the 
calling in of any superhuman causes, beyond 
what is possible for man. Many of our readers, 
especially those who have been brought up in the 
country, will be able to substantiate what we 
have said. Such conditions of life, which we can 
still detect everywhere, are the earliest soil ot 
the Samson stories; everything else is only 
secondary. 

We have, further, in ch. 14 a graphic description 
of the wedding festivities in ancient Israel, the 
only one which has come down to us. We see 
from it that on such occasions the proceedings 
were essentially the same as in the modem East, 
and, in some important points, even the same as 
at our own Jewish weddings. There is a seven 
days' feast (v. 17 ), above all with plenty of eating 
and drinking of wine (a^fP), in which the whole 
community takes part. The thirty companions 
(v. u ), with their head, who is probably meant in 
14 M and 15 3 , are the conductors of the bride (cf. the 
1 sixty valiant men ' of Solomon in Ca 3 7 , and the 
' friend of the bridegroom ' in Jn 3 a ). They would 
have to defray the expenses of the wedding, as is 
still the custom in Syrian villages. Samson and 
the young wife would, as is also the custom there, 
be called 'king' and 'queen' during the seven 
days (cf. Budde, Kurzer Hdrom. xvii. p. xviif.). 
Samson's riddle is only a small part of the amuse- 
ments of all kinds — songs, dances, games, stories 
— with which the seven days were filled up. 

Although, however, the practices at Samson's wedding are 
the same as are usual elsewhere, the same cannot be said of the 
character of the marriage itself. From 15 lf - it is plain that the 
young wife did not go after the marriage to Zor"an to Samson's 
house, but remained in the house ot her parents at Timnoh. 
And even if this might appear to lie explained on the ground 
that Samson, according to 14*, parted from her in anger 
instead of personally accompanying her in stately procession to 
Zor'ah (cf. there is not the slightest hint in 15 lr - that he 
purposed subsecfuently to take her home to Zor'ah, but only 
that he meant to visit her in her parent*' hoiitt. Nor does 
the kid which he takes with him appear to be an extraordinary 
present for a special purpose, such as to make up for his anger 
of 14"», but seems ratner to belong to the visit as such. If all 
this be so, then we have to do with that peculiar ancient form of 
marriage to which W. R. Smith (Kinxhip and Marriage in early 
Arabia, pp. 70-76) gave the name *adika marriage. It answers 
to the ancient social institution of the matriarch ate, under 
which the wife remains with her relations, the husband visits 
her there, the children belong to the tril>e and the family of the 
mother. One-sided dissolution of such a marriage and the con- 
tracting of another (cf. Jg 16*) by the woman is also witnessed 
to amongst the Arabs (I.e. p. 65). If Samson's marriage is to be 
understood in this way, this does not of course imply that at 
the time when these stories took their rise all marriages in 
Israel were of the radUca type. But we learn again from the 
ancient Arabic materials collected by W. R. Smith, that, even 
when the later form of marriage had come to prevail, such 
tadUca marriages were still contracted when the ordinary 
marriage was not possible, as, for instance, between members 
of hostile tribes (I.e. p. 71 1.\ This may be the explanation in 
the case before us, where a man belonging to the territory of 
Israel, which was subject to the Philistines, seeks in marriage a 
girl of the ruling people. We should perhaps adopt a similar 
interpretation when it is said that Gideon had a concubine in 
Shechem (Jg 8"), which still belonged to the Canaanites ; and 
when Abimelech, her son, speaks of himself as a Shechemite 
and not as an Israelite (9 ,J ). If any one thinks it worth while, he 
may, upon the ground of this ancient social custom, view more 
mildly even Samson's relation to Delilah in M** It is sur- 
prising indeed that at such a marriage the festivities described 
in ch. 13 should be the same as at the marriages which constitute 
the man the possessor (Vl'3) of the woman ; but it may well be 
that different points of view have here become confused. 

viii. Mythological Traces.— Samson's extra- 
ordinary strength, which he displays in a number 
of feats, led even in olden times to a comparison of 
him with Hercules, and recently such comparisons 
have gone the length of vain attempts to count up 
exactly twelve exploits of Samson. After it came 
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to be recognized or believed that the Hercules 
legend is a solar myth, many in our own century 
proceeded to take the story of Samson also as a 
sun-myth, and to interpret it so in detail. The 
derivation of the name pvzv from tfttf tells indeed 
rather against than in favour of this view, for it is 
not the way with a nature-myth to borrow or even 
to derive the name of its hero from the cosmical 
object which it describes. The derivation from 
Beth-shemesh is a much more natural one. But 
such mythical explanations are not capable of 
being refuted in detail, because the elements with 
which they operate are so simple that any one ho 
disposed may lind them in any history, ana for the 
most part in opposite ways. At all events, the 
strength of Samson requires no such explanation ; 
on the contrary, it is explicable, as we saw, by con- 
siderations drawn, on the one hand, from the 
history of civilization, and on the other from 
religion. And it is equally certain that none of 
the narrators of the story is conscious that he is 
handing on a myth ; the features of the contem- 
porary history and civilization are very clearly 
marked. This does not prevent the supposition 
that mythical traits may have found their way 
into these popular narratives. Undoubtedly a topo- 
logical [Gunkel, Genesis, p. xv, incorrectly gives 
this the name ' geological '] motive for a legend 
appears at work in 15", where the name ' Height 
of the Jawbone' is to l)e explained. It is quite re- 
markable, too, that the fire-brand foxes (15" - ) recur 
in Ovid (Fasti, iv. 679 ft'.) in the Roman cultus, 
and are explained (ib. 701 ft'.) by the act of a mis- 
chievous boy which exactly resembles the act of 
Samson. But, in this instance at all events, we 
have not to do with a solar myth ; the reader may 
be reminded how in Poitou ' the spirit of the corn 
appears to be conceived in the shape of a fox ' 
(Frazer, I.e. ii. 283; cf. the whole chapter entitled 
' The corn-spirit '). The attempt to give a con- 
tinuous mythological interpretation of the story 
of Samson is therefore to be abandoned, although 
there are various points in it besides the above 
which may profitably be examined from this point 
of view. 

Literature. — The Comm. on Judge*, esp. those of Moore, in 
Tntrrnat. Crit. dim. 1895; Budde in huner Hdcom. 1887; 
Nowack in Hdkomtn. 1900 ; and the authorities cited in these. 
The older literature will be found in Winer's excellent art. 
' Simson' in his BWB3, 1848. K. BUDDE. 

SAMUEL (Skids', Za/*ow}\). — The meaning * name 
of God,' which is now generally accepted, is the 
only one that can be upheld on philological grounds. 
The author of the early history of Samuel obviously 
connects the name with the circumstances of 
Samuel's birth as if ^uiop=Skd Six* (1* 'and she 
called his name Samuel, saying, Because I have 
asked him of the Lord ') ; but it is impossible to 
regard this explanation as giving the actual deriva- 
tion of the name. As is not infrequently the case 
in the OT, ' the writer merely expresses an asson- 
ance, not an etymology, i.e. the name Sutoc recalled 
to his mind the word Snw asked, though in no 
sense derived from it' (Driver, Text of Sam. 
p. 13 f.). The derivation 'heard of God' (>» jpof) 
is also etymologically improbable.* 

The history of Samuel as set forth in the first 
Book that bears his name contains so many dis- 

* In a recent article on ' The Name of Samuel and the Stem 
?*V (JBL, vol. xix. pt. i.% M. Jastrow, jr., maintains that the 
first element (VSr) of the compound name Shtmu'U should be 
rendered ' offspring ' rather than ' name,' on the analogy of the 
Assyr. «Aumu, which occurs frequently in the former sense in 
proper names (Ncbu-shtim-ukm, Bel - shunt - usur, etc.): he 
explains Samuel therefore as= ' son of God,' and compares the 
correlative Abiel. There is, however, no evidence to show that 
the Heb. 0B> ever bore this meaning : the passages cited by 
Jastrow in favour of it readily admit of the usual signification. 



crepancies not only as regards the history of the 
period, but also as regards Samuel's character and 
position, that it is impossible to assign it to a 
single author. These inconsistencies can be ex- 
plained only on the theory that we have two 
accounts of the history of Samuel, which have 
been combined by a later editor (see following 
article). In order, therefore, to obtain a clear con- 
ception of the life and work of Samuel, it is neces- 
sary to treat the two sources separately. 

In the earlier of the two documents from which the Books of 
Samuel are mainly compiled, Samuel first appears in connexion 
with the election of Saul as king at Oilgal (9" ). He is there 
described as ' a man of God ' (9"), or, more accurately, as a $eer 
(."i(n as opposed to K'5J iprophet, 9 s ), living in the land of Zuph 
(probably in the hill-country of Ephraim). The narrative opens 
somewhat abruptly with the story of Saul's search for the asses 
of his father. After three days' search Saul is on the point of 
returning homewards, when he is urged by his servant to con- 
sult the man of God living in that district (it is not until v. '8 
that we learn his name). Saul's objection, that the seer will 
certainly expect a present, is met by the servant producing the 
fourth part of a shekel. They accordingly enter the city and 
inquire for the seer, whom they meet on his way to the high 
place. The meeting, however, was no accidental one, for 
Samuel had been divinely prepared on the previous day for the 
coming of the Benjamite stranger, and had been instructed to 
anoint him to be prince over Israel; for, said Jehovah, 'he 
shall save my people out of the hands of the Philistines.' 
Samuel accordingly invites Saul to the sacrificial meal, at which 
a place had been reserved for him, and on the following morn- 
ing privately anoints him, and informs him at the same time of 
his Divine mission to deliver Israel from its oppressors. He 
adds, further, three signs by which Saul may prove the truth 
of his words, and bids him do as occasion serves him when these 
have been fulfilled. The signs are fulfilled, and shortly after 
Saul's return to his father's house the occasion foretold by 
Samuel presents itself in connexion with the siege of Jabesh- 
gilead by Nahash the Ammonite. Saul's prompt and successful 
action in relieving the besieged city arouses the enthusiasm of 
his countrymen, who crown him king at GilgaL 

The comparatively subordinate position occupied 
by Samuel, according to this older narrative, and 
the limited extent of his influence on the affairs of 
the nation, stand in striking contrast to the tradi- 
tional view of his life and work. He is here repre- 
sented'as the seer of a small town, who is consulted 
in matters of difficulty and perplexity by the 
inhabitants of the district in which he lives, and 
who is in charge of the local shrine : beyond this 
district he is unknown to the rest of Israel. 
Further, his chief claim to fame lies in the fact 
that on one occasion only he is chosen by Jehovah 
as His instrument in carrying out His plans for 
the deliverance of Israel. Lastly, it is noticeable 
that he has no voice in the establishment of the 
monarchy ; his interest in the matter apparently 
ceases with the performance of his part in anoint- 
ing Saul ; nor does he appear to have been consulted 
in the actual election of the king. It cannot, how- 
ever, be doubted that this older document has l>een 
preserved to us only in a very fragmentary form ; 
and wo may infer with considerable probability 
that it originally contained a longer and fuller 
account of the life and work of Samuel, which was 
passed over by the editor in favour of the (from his 
point of view) more satisfactory account preserved 
in the later document. The explanation of this 
selection is furnished by the later document, which 
is obviously coloured by the views and conceptions 
of a later age, and as such approximates more 
closely to the standpoint of the editor who com- 
bined the two narratives. It remains, therefore, to 
examine the narrative of the later document, and 
to estimate how far we can utilize it for the purpose 
of supplementing the earlier account. 

The later narrative commences with the birth of Samuel, and 
relates now Hannah, the barren wife of Elkanah, on the occasion 
of the yearly feast mode a solemn vow to the Lord that if He 
would look u]K>n her affliction and give her a man child, she 
would dedicate him to the service of the sanctuary. Samuel is 
born in answer to her prayer, and in due lime handed over to 
the care of Eli, the aged priest at Shiloh. His childhood is 
thus spent within the precincts of the ancient Israelite shrine, 
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where ' he ministered to the Loed before Eli the priest ' (2»), 
and 'grew in favour both with the Lord and also with men' 
(2*). But tiie sons of Eli, who in the natural course of event* 
would have succeeded their father, proved unworthy of their 
sacred office, and provoked the wrath of Jehovah by their abuse 
of their priestly privileges. In consequence of their sin the 
destruction of the house of Eli is decreed by Jehovah, who 
announces His purpose to the youthful Samuel in a vision of 
the night The favour of Jehovah, however, which is openly 
displayed towards the latter, makes it apparent that he has 
been chosen to succeed to the priestly office, and all Israel recog- 
nized ' that he was established to be a prophet of the Lord' : for 
through his agency the word of the Lord was revealed to all 
Israel (3*>-4>»). In the history of the defeat of Israel at Aphek, 
and of the capture and restoration of the ark by the Philistines 
(42-7 1 ), there is no mention of Samuel, who is suddenly re- 
introduced some time after the return of the ark, in the 
character of a ' judge,* rather than in tbat of a ' prophet ' or 
'priest' (7*). Like a second Hoses, he is represented as 
exhorting the people to turn from their idolatrous practices 
and to sorve Jehovah alone. The people hearken to bis words, 
and in order to confirm their resolution he summons a national 
assembly at Hizpah, where they make public confession of their 
sins. The purpose of this gathering, however, is misunder- 
stood by the Philistines, who at once collect their forces to 
meet what appears to them as a national uprising. Dismayed 
by the approach of their hereditary enemies, the Israelites 
beseech Samuel to intercede with Jehovah on their behalf. In 
answer to Samuel's prayer, Jehovah sends a violent thunder- 
storm, which scatters the Philistines, and renders them an easy 
prey to the pursuing Israelites. To commemorate their deliver- 
ance, Samuel sets up a great stone and calls the name of it 
Eben-ezer, or 'stone of help.' According to the writer, this 
victory marks the downfall of the Philistine domination ; for 
from that time onwards the Philistines ' came no more within 
the border of Israel,' while the cities ' which they had taken 
from Israel were restored from Ekron even unto Oath ' (7 14 ). In 
the peaceful times that followed, Samuel is represented as 
administrating Justice throughout Israel by means of a yearly 
circuit of the chief sanctuaries on the west of Jordan — Beth-el, 
Oilgal, and Mizpah. As his years increase, he naturally asso- 
ciates hie sons with himself in the office of Judge ; but, like the 
sons of Eli, they ' walked not in the ways' of their father. For 
this reason, and also because they desire ' to be like all the 
nations,' the people demand that a king should be set over 
them. Their request is viewed with disfavour by Samuel, who 
plainly regards it as an act of rebellion against Jehovah. But, 
in compliance with the Divine command, he first sets clearly 
before them the treatment they may expect at the hands of a 
king, and then, as they still persist in their demand, takes 
steps to grant it. For this purpose he once more summons the 
people to Mizpah, and, after pointing out their ingratitude, 
directs that lots should be cast for the king : the choice falls on 
Saul the son of Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin (S al )- Samuel 
now realizes that his life's work is at an end, and in a solemn 
farewell speech he first bids the people attest the justice of 
his rule, and then, by means of a brief survey of the national 
history, warns them against disobeying the word of Jehovah. 
His exhortation is rendered the more impressive by a miraculous 
thunderstorm, which frightens the people into a confession of 
their sin in asking for a king. Their fears are allayed by Samuel, 
who assures them of Jehovah's favour if they will serve Him 
truly. 

The election of Saul as king, and the consequent establish- 
ment of the monarchy, seem to form a fitting conclusion to the 
work of the last Israelite ' judge' ; but the last days of Samuel 
were destined to be embittered by the foolish action of the 
king whom he had been chiefly instrumental in appointing. 
In accordance with 1 the command of Jehovah as announced 
by Samuel, 8aul_ wages a war of extermination against the 
Amalekites, but, in deference to the wishes of his people, spares 
Agog- the king and the best of the spoil. Samuel is divinely 
informed of the king's action, and openly taxes him with 
disobeying the commands of Jehovah. Saul seeks to palliate 
his offence, but Samuel ignores his excuses and announces his 
rejection. He thereupon confesses his sin, and begs for for- 
giveness ; but Samuel merely reiterates his sentence, interpreting 
the rending of his cloak by Saul as a sign that the latter's 
kingdom has been ' rent ' from him. In resjwnse, however, to 
Saul's appeal, he consents to honour him once more before the 
p?op!e by joining with him in the worship of Jehovah. He 
then Hays Agag with his own hands, and departs to his house at 
Kamah. This incident marks the close of Samuel's public life ; 
for ' he came no more to see Saul until the day of his death,' 
but remained in seclusion at Kamah (see art. Kamah), where he 
died and was buried. 

The above sketch of the contents of the later 
document shows clearly that the writer regarded 
Samuel as exercising a far wider sphere of influence 
than the unknown seer of the earlier narrative. 
The position, indeed, which he assigns to Samuel is 
that of a second Moses, who rules over the people 
as the representative of Jehovah, and whose mission 
it is to win the people from their apostasy to the 
service of the only true God. Further, he depicts 
him as exercising the office of a 'judge' (in the 
sense in which that term is employed in the pre- 



Deuteronomic Book of Judges (S^-lo* 1 )), and de- 
livering Israel from the hands of their Philistine 
oppressors : thus Israel's desire for a king can only 
be explained as an act of rebellion against Jehovah. 

The contrast between the two representations of 
Samuel is very marked, and at first sight it would 
appear as if the one must necessarily exclude the 
other. But though there can be no doubt as to 
the greater historical value of the earlier narrative, 
which bears all the marks of a high antiquity, it 
by no means follows that the later narrative must 
be rejected as unhistorical. For it must be re- 
membered (l)that the later is not founded on, but 
is clearly independent of, the earlier narrative ; and 
(2) that the view which is taken of the standpoint 
of the later author does not of necessity affect the 
general truth of his narrative. Hence, though the 
earlier narrative contains no account of Samuel's 
childhood, of his connexion with Eli at Shiloh, and 
of his intercession on behalf of the people, we have 
no grounds for regarding these facts as other than 
historical. It cannot be doubted, however, that 
the form in which they have been preserved to us 
has been largely coloured by the later 4 prophetic ' 
point of view. Interpreted by this later stand- 
point, the establishment of the monarchy, or rather 
the election of David's predecessor as king, has 
little to recommend it, and is not unnaturally 
described as one of many acts of apostasy on the 
part of ancient Israel. For the purpose of this 
narrative, it must be remembered, is religious ; 
and it does not lie within the writer's scope to 
estimate the importance of this event in thepolitical 
history of the nation. His interest rather centres 
in the person of Samuel the prophet, and there 
is on this account a marked tendency to magnify 
his office and to overestimate his influence. The 
extent to which this tendency has affected the 
narrative is illustrated in a very striking manner 
by the story of Samuel's intercession on DehAlf of 
the people at Mizpah ('*"■). That Samuel did 
intercede for the people may be inferred from 
Jer 15 l ; but that his intercession was followed by 
the subjugation of the Philistines (7 13 ) cannot be 
reconciled with the subsequent history (see the 
account of Saul's campaign against the Philistines 
13M4 46 , and especially 14 M 'and there was sore 
war against the Philistines all the days of Saul'). 
In like manner, we may conclude that the repre- 
sentation of Samuel as a ' prophet,' and his aver- 
sion to the monarchy, reflect the point of view of a 
later age, and have but little foundation ill fact. 
Looking lwick over the past history of Israel, the 
writer clearly regards Samuel as the last of t he old 
order of judges, and also as the forerunner of the 
new order ot prophets. That his estimate in the 
main is a correct one cannot be denied : it is clear, 
however, that it has largely influenced his por- 
trayal of Samuel's life and work. 

In conclusion, it may be pointed out that the 
account of the anointing of David by Samuel 
(1G'" 13 ), and the second explanation of the proverb, 
'Is Saul also among the prophets?' (19" , - :M ), can 
only be regarded as late and unhistorical (see 
helow, p. 386 f.). They illustrate that tendency to 
increase the importance of the heroes of the nation, 
and to connect them with the beginnings of later 
institutions, which in later times became especially 
characteristic of Jewish writings. 

J. F. Stennino. 

SAMUEL, I. AND II.— 

L Title. 

ii. Contents, 

iii. Sources and Date. 

iv. Analysis. 
Literature. 

. i. TITLE.— The two Books of Samuel, like the 
two Books of Kings, formed originally in the 
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Hebrew Canon a single book called hmoc (Samuel).* 
The LXX translators, however, regarded the 
Book of Samuel and the Book of Kings as a com- 

Slete history of the two kingdoms of Israel and 
udah, and divided them into^four books, which 
they entitled 'Books of the* kingdoms ' O9{0\ot 
'PcuTiXeiQv). The same division was followed by 
Jerome in the Vulgate, but the title was changed 
to 1 Books of the Kings ' (Libri Regum). The 
compromise which now obtains in printed Hebrew 
Bibles, viz. the division of the booKS into four in 
accordance with the LXX and Vulgate, and the 
retention of the Hebrew titles for each pair, was 
first adopted in Daniel Bomberg's printed edition 
of 1516. 

The selection of the title is due to the fact that 
the opening chapters deal mainly with the history 
of Samuel, who still plays an important rOle in 
those that follow : the prominent part taken by 
him in the establishment of the monarchy may 
also have contributed to the choice of his name 
for the history of the period which is chiefly con- 
cerned with the reigns of Saul and David. 

ii. Contents. — In their present form the two 
Books of Samuel fall most naturally into four 
main sections: (a) I 1-15 Samuel ana the estab- 
lishment of the monarchy; (6) I 16-11 8 Saul 
and David ; (c) II 9-20 David ; (d) II 21-24 an 
Appendix. That this arrangement corresponds to 
the intention of a later editor is made evident by 
the three concluding summaries by which the 
various stages of the narratives are marked oft", 
viz. I 14« ", II 8 (of which 3 3 " 8 5 ,w « originally 
formed jiart), and II 20 s * 38 . Since, however, I 15 
(the rejection of Saul and of his kingdom) was 
clearly intended to conclude the history of Saul's 
reign, it seems better to attach that chapter to 
the first, rather than to treat it as introductory to 
the second section. 

The (our main sections admit of the following: subdivisions, 
which bring: out more clearly' the course of the history which 
they contain : — 

(a) 1 1-15 From the birth of Samuel till the rejection of 
Saul. 

(1) l'-7l Samuel's birth and childhood and the mis- 
deeds of the house of Eli ; Samuel succeeds to the 
office of Eli (li-4i»): the downfall of the latters 
house, and the capture of the ark by the Philistines 
(4ib-7>)- 

(2) T^IO 3 * Samuel as Judge over Israel delivers them 
from their Philistine oppressors : in answer to the 
request of the people (ch. 8), and, through the agency 
of Samuel (oh. Of.), Saul after defeating the Ammon- 
ites (ch. li) is made king. Samuel lays down his 
office (ch. 12). and Saul carries on a successful war 
with the Philistines (chs. 13. 14). After defeating 
Amalek, Saul is informed by Samuel that Jehovah 
has rejected him because of his disobedience, and 
will give his kingdom to another (ch. 151 

(6) 1 16-11 8 From the first appearance of David till he is 
firmly established on the throne of Israel and 
J udah. 

• (l) 1 16-31 History of David during the reign of Saul. 
Me is secretly anointed by Samuel, and enters the 
service of Saul (ch. 16X By his success as a warrior 
he endears himself both to the royal family and to 
the people, but excites the jealousy of the king, 
whose attempts on his life compel him to flee from 
the court (17-22). Saul tries in vain to capture 
David at the head of his band of outlaws (23-20). 
The latter finally becomes a vassal of the Philistine 
king (chs. 27. 29. 3(1), while Saul is once more en- 
gaged in war with the Philistines, and, after a vain 
attempt to obtain a Divine oracle (ch. 28), perishes 
with his sons at the battle of Mt. Gilboa (ch. SIX 
(2) II 1-8 David's lament over Saul and Jonathan 
(ch. IX In the civil war which ensues between 
David and the bouse of Saul, the former proves 
victorious, and finally becomes king over Israel and 
J udah (2-5*). He captures Jerusalem, and succeeds 
in throwing off the Philistine yoke (ch. 5X The ark 

• This is shown by the presence of the concluding notes of the 
Massoraat the end of 2 Samuel. Further, Origen, who is cited by 
Eusebius {HE vi. 25), attest* the same fact : 0*ri\u£r sy4m, 
itbri/m, imp min.t "it, 2mifu*.k, i HuxXnrn ; and, similarly, Jerome 
(Prol. Oal.) mentions Samuel, mem not remurrum primum-et 
teeundum didmus, as the third of the prophetic books. 



is brought to the capital (ch. 6), and the permanency 
of the Davidic dynasty assured (ch. 7X Concluding 
summary of David's reign (ch. 8X 

(c) II 9-20 Further history of David's reign. 

(1) 9-12 David's kindness to Meribbaal, the son of 
Jonathan (ch. 9) : the war with Ammon, and David's 
great sin (10-12). 

(2) 13-20 Absalom's rebellion (13-19), and the revolt of 
Sheba (ch. 20). 

(d) II 21-24 The Appendix, consisting of— 

(1) historical incidents : the Gibeonites and the house 
of Saul (21 1 14) ; exploits and lists of David's heroes 
(211<M2 23**>); the census (ch. 24). 

(2) poetical fragments : a psalm of David (ch. 22), and 
David's ' Last Words ' (2# ?X 

The history set forth in these books extends 
roughly over a period of a hundred years, during 
which Israel gradually emerged from the condition 
of national disintegration and anarchy, described 
in the Book of Judges, and acauireu a definite 
national existence. The establishment of the 
monarchy was at once the external sign of the 
union which was efleeted between the hitherto 
scattered tribes, and the means by which it was 
brought about. Hence the main interest of the 
history naturally centres round the persons of 
Samuel, Saul, and David, who were the principal 
agents in the work of consolidating the kingdom. 

iii. Sources and Date.— The IJooks of Samuel 
in their present form atTord a striking illustration 
of the methods of Hebrew composition. An ex- 
amination of their contents at once reveals the 
fact that their author, after the manner of Hebrew 
historians, has made use of previously existing 
documents, which, though covering the same 
ground, yet present the materials at their dis- 
posal in very different forms. The principle which 
he has followed in the compilation of his work is 
very similar to that with which we are already 
acquainted in those parts of the Hexateuch where 
J and E have been united by a later editor (K JE ) 
into a composite whole. In the present case we 
have also two narratives which together form 
the main bulk of the history. These narratives, 
however, are- so obviously independent of one 
another, and so clearly distinguished by their 
different point of view, that there is now consider- 
able unanimity among critics with regard to their 
respective contents. Moreover, throughout the 
main section of the Books of Samuel, the editor or 
redactor has made but little eilbrt to harmonize 
the varying accounts of the incidents which he 
relates, and has contented himself, for the mast 
part, with reproducing in a twofold form the 
leading events in the history of Saul and David. 
Hence arises that duplication of incidents which 
is especially characteristic of the composition of 
the greater part of the history from I 7-II 8. Thus 
we hnd tioo independent accounts of the choice of 
Saul as king and of his rejection. In like manner 
the compiler has preserved to us a double account 
of David's introduction to Saul, and of his flight 
from court ; of the sparing of Saul's life by David, 
and of the latter's flight to the Philistines ; and, 
lastly, of the death of Saul. 

In nearly all these cases (to which others might 
be added) both accounts have been preserved 
almost entire, and the redactor has not attempted 
to connect them by other than the slightest of 
links : in a few instances, however, he would seem 
to have shortened or condensed the one narrative 
while transcribing the other in full ; in no case 
has he welded the two together in such a manner 
as to render analysis impossible. 

It remains, therefore, to investigate these two 
sources, and to consider their probable origin and 
source. In this connexion our chief if not our 
only guide is the difference in point of view ; but 
this, as we have said, is so clearly marked that we 
have no difficulty in determining the relative nges 
of the two narratives. On the one hand, in what 
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we may provisionally call the older narrative, we 
have a simple, straightforward history, which, 
from its graphic style, and its vivid description, as 
well as from its religious conceptions, manifestly 
belongs to a period of great antiquity. In other 
words, we have a natural representation of the 
state of society and of religion which existed in 
the early days of the monarchy, closely akin to 
that which we find in the earlier portions of the 
Book of Judges. The Inter narrative throughout 
is obviously coloured by the religious teaching of a 
later age, and the standard by which the various 
incidents are judged is that of a period subsequent 
to the prophetic teaching of the 8th century. 

Kuenen (Hist. - Krit. Einleitung, I. ii. p. 46 f. ) 
and Wellhausen {Composition, p. 238 f.), who are 
followed, at least as regards 1 S 7. 8. 10 17<r - 12, 
by Lohr, held that this later narrative was derived 
from a Deuteronomic source; but Cornill and 
Budde have shown conclusively that it is marked, 
at any rate in part, by a close affinity to E. The 
great similarity of this narrative, both in language 
and style, to the E of the Hexateuch, has led these 
critics to regard it as a continuation of that source. 
Budde, indeed, goes further, and assigns the earlier 
narrative to the older source J, supposing that the 
two sources were welded together by Ii JE , and 
afterwards edited by a Deuteronomic redactor. 
Antecedently, no doubt, this theory, which presup- 
poses that the Hexateuchal sources J and E did 
not cease with the conquest of Canaan, but con- 
tinued the history down to a later date, if not to 
their own day, has much to commend it (see Moore, 
Judges, p. xxvf.), but a closer examination of the 
resemblances between these two narratives and 
the Hexateuchal sources does not establish their 
identity. 

The question at issue may be briefly described 
as follows :— Excluding for the time being 2 S 9-24 
(see Analysis), we find that the main bulk of the 
history contained in 1 S 1 J -2S 8 has been preserved 
in a double series of narratives, which practically 
cover the same ground. These two narratives are 
obviously independent of one another, and are 
clearly distinguished by their point of view, and in 
part also by their literary style. The latter feature, 
however, is more especially prominent in the first 
incident (the election of Saul, 7-12), which is pre- 
served in common by both narratives. Here, as 
Cornill and Budde have shown (see, however, 
Lohr, p. xxiif.), the later narrative (7. 8. 10 m - 12) 
presents noticeable affinities with E, and has 
accordingly been assigned by them to that source. 
But it is to be noted (1) that this resemblance to E 
is by no means so strongly marked in the latter 
portions of the history, which present the same 
point of view, and clearly belong to the same 
source as ch. 7f. ; and (2) that the affinity does 
not exclude non-Elohistic features, notably the 
aversion of Samuel to the monarchy. Budde, to 
a certain extent, evades the latter difficulty by 
assigning the larger portion of the later narrative 
to a later recension or E (K,), which, as he rightly 
recognizes, has been largely influenced by the 
prophetic teaching of the 8th cent., more especi- 
ally by Hosea. It is clear that both Cornill and 
Budde go too far in identifying the later narrative 
with E. That it is nearly related to E in language 
and thought cannot be denied, but at the most we 
can only conjecture that its author (or authors, for 
in the later narrative we can distinguish certainly 
two hands) belonged to the school of E, and that 
in writing the histories of Saul and David he was 
animated by a similar spirit and similar ideas. 
Budde's identification of the older narrative with 
J is closely connected with his view of the source 
of the later narrative. The points of contact are 
not so strongly marked; but if we are right in 



regarding the later narrative as the work of a 
follower of E, we may assume with considerable 
probability that the older narrative was composed 
by a writer belonging to the school of J. 

The older narrative may be assigned approxi- 
mately to the 9th cent., while the earlier stratum 
of E (Budde's E,), which, though old, yet treats 
the history from a more subjective standpoint, 
dates probably from the following century. The 
later stratum (or strata) of E (E,) has, as we have 
seen, been influenced by the teaching of the 
prophets of the 8th cent., and will belong to the 
end of the 8th or to the beginning of the 7th 
cent. As in the Hexateuch and in Judges, these 
sources were combined and welded together by a 
later editor (R JE ), who has, however, carried out 
his work in a less thorough manner. His work is 
in any case prior to the reforms of Josiah (B.C. 621) 
and to the influence of Deuteronomy, and must be 

{laced in the 7th cent. The present form of the 
looks of Samuel is largely due to an author of the 
Deuteronomic school, whose hand may be clearly 
traced in the concluding summaries (I 14* 7 " 81 , II 8), 
and in various chronological notices (I 7 a 13\ 
II 2 10 *- 11 5 4 - 6 ). To him also we probably owe 
I 2 s7 "* 8 and II 7, while he has expanded other 
passages (mainlv belonging to Ej) which lent them- 
selves to this treatment, e.g. 1 3. 12, II 8. 12'*-. 
Lastly, he appears to have omitted II 9-20 as in- 
compatible with his view of the history (compare 
the very similar action in the Book of Judges*), 
though these chapters undoubtedly belong to the 
older narrative of J. The older work of JE, how- 
ever, was not entirely superseded by the later 
recension ; hence a later editor of the 5th or 4th 
cent, was able to utilize the earlier form of the 
two books, and, as might be expected, restored 
those parts of JE which D had excluded. He not 
improbably also transposed II 3 s -" 5 l;M8 from their 
original position after II 8 U . The obviously late 
insertions I 16 1U5 17 14 - " 19»- M 2I"- W may have been 
added at this time, or possibly even later. Finally, 
the Appendix (II 21-24), a collection of miscel- 
laneous fragments belonging to different periods, 
and the Song of Hannah (I 2 1 " ,B ), were added after 
the separation of the Books of Samuel from the 
Books of Kings. 

Though we do not accept Budde's identification 
of the older and later narratives with J and E of 
the Hexateuch, we have retained these symbols as 
representing approximately the age and character- 
istics of the two sources from which the history of 
these books is derived. Apart from minor inter- 
polations and additions, the parts belonging to the 
respective sources are as follows : — 

J I 9M0 7 - *" 18 II 1 ' 1 '- 16 13 1 " 7 *- lsb " 18 14 1 "**- 33 16 14 " a 

IgS. 6 (p»rtly)-)l. -JO -30 20'' lu * 18 ~ 3 *' ** 22 1 ' 4 - 6 " 18 * 

Bo at 23 1 -"* 20. 27. 29-31, II «• «- »-» 

21-». 10b. 12-82 3 4 5!-S. 8-10. 17-38 g_ 9_ii. 12'** 

is-si i3i_20 M . 
J. I 10" l3"»-»»- *■». 

jf 1 v -n 2 ' 1 - J2 »- !a » 8P-4ta (all E,) 4 ,b -7 1 7 2 -8 a 
(E») 10»-«(E,) 12. (Ej) 15 J -« 17 11K 1488 18'*- 
w-w 191.4-6.8-M 21>-» 22" 23 w -24 w 25. 28, 

JI 16-10. 13-18 "J 

rje J loawn u 12-M 151 igsib 19a. s. 7 20 11 "- 40 -'*- 
22" (last cl.) 23 Wb - w 24'« (in part) 
II 1». 

B» I 4> 8 (last cl.) 7* (in part) 13 1 14«-» 28 s , 

II 2 10 *- 11 5*- 8 8 (based in part on older 

materials) 12 10 " 13 . 
Additions of the latest editor, I 4 1S - 33 6 ,,b - »• 

** » (the larger number) ll 8b 15* (last ed.) 

24" 30 8 , II 3*> 5 s - (last cL) 7b - 8b 15" (in 

part) 20 2 »-». 

• The Deuteronomic redactor of the Book of Judpes omitted 
l>-2» 9. 17-21, perhaps also ch. 16 (see SAMBOS, p. 3~Sb). 
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Latest additions, I 2'-' - wb 16'-" 17 1 *- 18 19 18 -* 
21 w-n 23» t II 14 28 , and the Appendix 21-24. 

iv. Analysis.— (a) I 1-15.— From the birth of 
Samuel to the rejection of Saul. 

(1) l , -4 to (E t ). Early history of Samuel, including 
the history of Eli and his house, and the announce- 
ment of its downfall. 

These chapters serve as an introduction to 41-7', and appear 
to be somewhat later than that section. From their represen- 
tation (1) of Samuel and his office, and (2) of Israel's subjection 
to the Philistines, it is clear that they both belong to E, though 
probably to different strata. The Song of Hannah (H-M) is 
undoubtedly a very late addition : (a) the Song is probably a 
triumphal ode composed on the occasion of some national suc- 
cess (w.* 10) ; (ft) there is no special reference to the circum- 
stances of Hannah— the fact of its being attributed to her is 
due probably to a misconception of the metaphor emploved in 
v.«>; (c)a comparison with the LXX text of 2"»( = Heb. 
shows that the Song was inserted at a different place in that 
version (see Driver on 1 S l 28 ). Another insertion is 2 22b (from 
and how that) ; it is out of place after vv.»*n, and is omitted 
by the LXX (note the use of Sa-n instead of Sue). The an- 
nouncement of the anonymous prophet (2^-36) cannot also in its 
present form belong to the original narrative : (a) the text, 
especially of vv.3i*» (LXX omits v.»»> and *H "> in great dis- 
order and unintelligible ; (6) the establishment of the monarchy 
is presupposed v.S» ■ (c) v.* clearly dates from the period after 
Joeiah's reformation, and presupposes the central sanctuary at 
Jerusalem (Oort, ThT xvni. p. 309 f.); (d) the 'faithful priest' 
of v.34 is not Samuel, as we might expect from oh. 3, but Zodok, 
who superseded Abiathar, the grandson of Eli, under Solomon 
(1 K 2*0. The passage, which has obviously been expanded by 
the Ueuteronomic editor, probably foretold the destruction of 
Eli's house, and the succession of Samuel. 

(2) 4 ,b -7 1 (E). The defeat of Israel by the Philis- 
tines at Aphek and its results, viz. the death of 
Eli and the capture of the ark ; further history of 
the ark and its restoration. 

In these chapters, which form a closely connected whole, it is 
noticeable (1) that the main interest centres in the history 
of the ark ; (2) that Samuel is n e v e r wen mentioned ; (3) that 
the destruction of the house of Eli, which forms the real sequel 
to is treated merely as a side issue of the defeat. On 

these grounds it has been argued with some force that this 
section is independent of the chapters that precede ; the latter 
were probably added with a view to supplementing the un- 
doubtedly old account of the fall of the house of Eli, and of the 
capture of the ark. The original beginning of the section (4 ,b ) 
is to be restored from the LXX (*»! i>i>rft, -i, ruit fif*'pmu 

ixuriK mti n»c0Mj{«»nu ikXtCvkti tit friktfUf iri 'Wpmlik); 4 '5- ID 

(last clause) and 22 are rejected bv most critics as redactions! 
glosses. For the additions of the LXX in f* 61, and its various 
readings in 6*-*, see Driver, Heb. Text of Sam. p. 47 f. : unless 
we accept the readings of the LXX, 8 * (to the land) must be 
rejected as a gloss ; while ">>. (from with the mice) is*- (to 
villages) 19 (fifty thousand men) will likewise be later insertions. 

(3) 7 s "" (Ea). Samuel as judge ; the rout of the 
Philistines at Mizpah ; summary of Samuel's 
judicial activity. 

The position here occupied by Samuel is that of a judge 
(o:pX in the sense in which that term is used in the pre- 
Deuteronomic Book of Judges (28-163! ; see Moore, Judges, p. 
xxiif.X At his command the people put away their 'strange 
gods,' and assemble for repentance and fasting at Mizpah ; In 
answer to his prayers on their behalf, the Philistines arc miracu- 
lously defeated ; and so complete is their defeat, that ' they came 
no more within the borders of Israel. ' The section thus gives a 
similar representation of the position of Samuel and of Israel's 
political condition to that of the later (E,) of the two accounts 
of the choice of Saul as king (8. l0>7-« 12), to which it serves 
as an introduction. To Rl> is probably to be assigned the 
chronological note {for it was to years) in v. 3 , the name Eben- 
ezer in v.'*, and the statement as to Samuel's judicial work in 
v.'*. Ebenezer, as we know from 4 1 fil, was the scene not of 
Israel's victory, but of its defeat. For the linguistic resem- 
blances to the redaction of Judges, see Driver, LOT* p. 177 f. It 
seems probable that the present section has been inserted here 
in place of an earlier account; for, as Driver points out (ib. 
p. 174), 'the existing narrative does not explain (1) how the 
Philistines reached Gibeah(10 6 etc.) and secured the ascendency 
implied (131M), or < 2 ) n "> w 8hiloh suddenly disappears from 
history, and the priesthood located there reappears shortly 
afterwards at Nob (ch. 22). That some signal disaster befell 
8htloh may be inferred with certainty from the allusion in Jer 
7" 26* (cf. Ps 78»X' See art Suiloh. 

(4) 8-12. The twofold account of the circum- 
stances that led to the election of Saul as king. 

The older narrative of J (9'-10 ,B - a7b < LXX '-ll n - u ) 
describes how Saul, the son of Kish, of the tribe of 
vol. iv.— ac 



Benjamin, in his search for his father's asses, is 
persuaded by his servant to consult a seer living in 
the district to which they had wandered. The 
seer is none other than Samuel, who had previously 
been warned by Jehovah to expect the Benjamite 
stranger ; and had been instructed to anoint him 
as king, that he might deliver Israel from the 
Philistines : ' For,' says Jehovah, ' 1 have seen the 
oppression of my people (LXX), because their cry 
has come unto me'(9 19 ). On the following day 
Samuel anoints Saul, and assures him of his Divine 
call by means of three signs : he further bids him 
do as occasion serves him after the fulfilment of 
the signs ; for God is with him (10 7 ). About a 
month later (10* 7bLXX ), the town of Jabesh-gilead 
is besieged by Nahash the Ammonite, and mes- 
sengers are despatched ' unto all the borders of 
Israel ' to obtain assistance. In the course of their 
journey they reach Gibeah in Benjamin, and there, 
as elsewhere, make known their errand. On learn- 
ing the sad plight of his countrymen, Saul is at 
once seized with the spirit of God, and promptly 
takes measures to relieve the besieged city. By 
means of a forced march he surprises the Ammonites, 
and delivers Jabesh-gilead and is thereupon in- 
stalled as king at Gilgal (U u ). 

The narrative of E (E,) (8. 10" M 12) offers a very 
different explanation of the manner in which Saul 
became king. After the signal defeat of the Philis- 
tines, described in ch. 7, Samuel continues to 
judge Israel in peace and quietness until com- 
pelled by old age to delegate his authority to his 
sons. But the latter prove unworthy of their 
high office, and the people therefore demand that 
a king should be set over them after the manner of 
the neighbouring nations. The request is viewed 
with disfavour by Samuel, who characterizes it 
as rebellion against Jehovah. At the bidding of 
Jehovah, however, he first sets before the people 
'the manner of the king that shall reign over 
them ' (ch. 8). and then proceeds to carry out the 
election of a king by lot at Mizpah (10 17 " s '). The 
account concludes with the farewell speech of 
Samuel, in which he solemnly lays down his office, 
and hands over the reins of government to Saul 
(ch. 12). 

The two narratives which are here combined are thus not only 
compute in themselves * and independent of one another, but 
also mutually contradictory. In the earlier narrative (1) Samuel 
is a seer living in a certain district, who is unknown to the rest 
of Israel ; (2) he is employed as the instrument of Jehovah's 
purpose on one occasion only; after his interview with Saul 
everything is left to the working of the Divine spirit in the 
latter ; (3) Israel is oppressed by the Philistines, and cries to 
Jehovah for a deliverer (9 1 *) ; (4) the establishment of the mon- 
arch v is the means chosen by Jehovah for the deliverance of His 
people : Samuel's attitude towards it is merely that of an on- 
looker. In contrast to this representation we find in the later 
narrative (1) that 8amuel is the judge of all Israel, who rules 
over the people as the representative of Jehovah ; (2) that in 
accordance with this position he hands over the reins of govern- 
ment to the newly-elected king ; (3) that the external condition 
of Israel is entirely favourable : the Philistines had been finally 
subdued by Samuel (ch. 7) ; (4) that the request for a king is 
regarded as an act of apostasy : it is due to the desire to be Tike 
other nations, and is displeasing both to Jehovah and to 
Samuel. 

The redactor has made but little effort to reconcile these con- 
flicting accounts, but his hand may be traced in lO 8 *-*?* and 
1112-m, according to which the ceremony at Gilgal is represented 
as a renewal of Saul's former election at Mizpah : *» refer 
back to ch. 8, and place Saul once more at Gibeah, while w.Wb- 



* In the narrative of J it Is noticeable that the name of the 
town in which Samuel the see°r lived is never mentioned. It 
is probable (so Budde, but see above, p. 198») that the name 
was omitted lust because it was not Ramoh, the house of Samuel 
the judge (7" etc.). Since also the identity of Samuel with the 
seer is not made clear till 9", it seems probable that the redactor 
has omitted a notice which both introduced Samuel and made 
known the name of his native town.. In E there is no account 
of the anointing of Saul (cf. V& ' his anointing ') : this was 

Srohably omitted because of the already existing account in 
(101). The narrative probably also contained some notice of 
the confirmation of the choice of Saul as king after 10**, which 
was omitted by the redactor in view of 18** l *. 
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*7» with their sequel in ll it l * are intended to explain why Saul 
ia not recognised as king in ch. 11, and why it was necessary to 
renew the kingdom. But the warriors ' whose hearts Uod had 
touched,' and who accompanied Saul to his home, presumably 
as a bodyguard, do not appear in ch. 11. Again, the ' sons of 
worthless!! ens ' who refuse to acknowledge Saul, and by their 
action, according to the view of the redactor, prevent him from 
assuming the kingly office, are apparently so few in number that 
they can be threatened with death in ll' 2 - 13 ; yet it is presum- 
ably on their account that the election of Saul requires confir- 
mation. Further, these verses conflict also with the later narra- 
tive of E ; for ' the manner of the kingdom '(10 s1 ) is obviously the 
same as 'the manner of the king' (S*- H), ana not, as the re- 
dactor evidently implies, a codified system of laws to be observed 
by people and king alike. Lastly, the present position of 
Samuel's resignation (ch. 12), which would naturally follow after 
10 3 *, may also be ascribed to the redactor. Minor additions due 
to the same hand are 8***", 8»> ' from his shoulders and upward 
he was higher than any of the people ' (introduced from VP**), 
and the explanatory note fl» : on 10° see ch. 18. The linguistic 
resemblances of the later of these two narratives, partly with E 
(esp. Jos 24), partly with the redaction of Judges, are very 
marked (see Driver, LOT* p. 177 t.\ With this agrees the strong 
disapproval of the monarchy, which, as Budde has shown, is 
expressed in language that has many affinities with Hosea (see 
Budde, Uichter u. Sam. p. 184 f.). That the narrative is, how- 
ever, pre-Deuteronomic, is shown (1) by the manner in which the 
author of Dt 17 1 ** 1 (the law of the king) is influenced by this 
narrative (see Driver, Deut. p. 213), and (2) by the reference in 
,Jer 15' to Samuel's intercettvm on behalf of the people— a fact 
which is recorded only in chs. 7 and 12. Traces of Deuteronomic 
expansion are to be found in 12» (t? opie lil^D, r.n (oyj* 
3'3;p), v.M* «f 11$ .Tjip) : to the Deuteronomic redactor must 
also be assigned the mention of Samuel by himself (121 '), and 
the mention of the invasion of Nahash (1212) M the motive for 
the demand for a king; this disagiees with 8**-, and further 
presupposes a knowledge of the earlier narrative (cb. 11). The 
similarity both in language and in point of view between the 
later of these two narratives (E) and the redaction of the Book 
of Judges has been already referred to, and shown to agree with 
the probable origin of that narrative. Both works are pre- 
Deuteronomic, and interpret history from the point of view of 
Hosea and the prophets rather than from that of Jeremiah and 
the Deuteronomist : the formula which is especially character- 
istic of Judges (cf. Jg 127 102. » etc.) Is applied to EH (4i«), and 
in a modified form to Samuel (7 1B ), while the use of the word 
' Judge ' is entirely analogous to its sense in Judges. Further, 
as Moore (Judge*, p. xxui f.) has pointed out, ' Samuel's speech 
(oh. 12), which contains a retrospect of the period of the Judges 
(w.'-H), and solemn words of warning for the future under the 
iewly -established kingdom, is precisely the conclusion which we 
desire for the book of the Histories of the Judges, correspond- 
ing admirably to the parting discourse of Joshua (Jos 24) at 
the close of the period of the conquest' (so Graf, Geten. Bitch, p. 
97 f., Budde, Driver). We may thus assume with considerable 
probability that these chapters originally formed part of E's 
history of the Judges, and thM they were afterwards excerpted 
by RJK as forming a suitable introduction to the history of the 
monarchy. 

(5) 13. 14 (J with the exception of 13 7b - ,fc - 
(J a ) I4 n n (R D )). Saul's struggle with the Philis- 
tines. These chapters describe the revolt of the 
Israelites under Saul against their Philistine 
oppressors. The signal for revolt is given by 
Jonathan, who destroys the pillar (?) of the Philis- 
tines at Gibeah (see GlBEAH) ; the Philistines who 
hail doubtless heard of Saul's election as king, at 
once assemble their forces at Michmash on the N. 
side of the Wady Snweinft over against Geba (see 
Geba and Gibeah). Alarmed by the size of the 
Philistine army, the followers of Saul, who had re- 
treated to Gibeah, gradually melt away until only 
six hundred are left (13 ,sb ) ; the Philistines in the 
meantime overrun the country in three directions. 
Jonathan once more takes the initiative, and by a 
bold stroke succeeds in overcoming the Philistine 
garrison at Michmash (14 I_U ). This success is at 
onoe followed by a general attack in which Saul 
completes the rout of the Philistines. Jonathan 
unwittingly disobeys the command of his father 
by eating food, and is with difficulty rescued by 
the people from death. Apparently Saul was not 
in a position to follow up his victory, but suffered 
the Philistines to retreat to their own land (v. 48 ). 
The section concludes with the remark that ' there 
was sore war against the Philistines all the days of 
Saul.' 

These chapters form the continuation -of the earlier narrative 
'J) contained in fli-ioi*. s.-h-Hii. U, showing how Saul carried 
but the obJ»<* for which he was appointed (9i«). That they do 



not form the immediate sequel of those chapters is evident 
From the description of Saul in ch. 9 1 '- we should not expect to 
find him described as the father of a full-grown warrior such as 
Jonathan is here represented to be, and, further, the introduc- 
tion of Jonathan (13 s ) is very sudden. Presumably, therefore, 
the redactor has omitted the intervening narrative (possibly in 
favour of ch. 12), unless we suppose, with Kuenen (Onrf.* p. El), 
that he has here incorporated a still earlier account of Haul's 
campaign. To the Deuteronomic redactor must be assigned the 
chronological notice in 18' (LXX omits) and the concluding 
summary of Saul's reign 1447-al, In form the latter passage 
displays a marked resemblance to the framework of Judges, 
ana, as its content* show, is clearly a late insertion. The 
victories (LXX) here ascribed to Saul (v. «7) are borrowed from 
the similar summary of David's reign in 2 S 8 : apart from the 
campaign against Nahash (ch. 11) and against the Amalekitea 
(ch. 15), Saul's reign was spent .in constant warfare with the 
Philistines. In the view of K& the account of Saul's reign 
finishes here, and is followed by that of the history of David. 
The most probable view of the account of Saul's rejection pre- 
served in 10* lSTb-ife is that of Budde and H. P. Smith (Samuel, 
p. xxi), who regard it as a later addition inserted in the narra- 
tive of J before the union of J and E On the one hand, the 
verses cannot belong to the original narrative : for (1) 103 inter- 
rupts 107 and », and the proper sequel of 1ST* is MM* ; (2) they do 
not agree with the facte narrated. The command to wait seven 
days (10*) is clearly inconsistent with the exhortation of 10 7 ; 
nor does the narrative of lS^f- in any way establish Saul's 
disobedience, seeing that he waited the prescribed number of 
days. Again, after 1SU-* we expect to find some account of 
Saul's retreat from Michmash to Gibeah, rather than an inter- 
view with Samuel at Gilgal, necessitating a Journey to and from 
that place, for which there would be but little opportunity (' to 
Gilgal ' in v.4 is no doubt an addition, cf. «»■ (LXX)). On the 
other hand, according to the view of the interpolator, the meet- 
ing of Samuel and Saul, described in IS**., j 8 the firtt after 10* ; 
hence we may conclude, with Wellhausen (Hint, i&i t.\ that these 
verses are earlier than ll 13 - 14 , i.e. than the union of J and E. 

18*-** may be assigned to the same hand as vv.«W*» : they 
interrupt the connexion, and appear to be somewhat exagger- 
ated ; the text is very corrupt. 

(6) Ch. 15 (E). The rejection of Saul. The new 
king is bidden by Samuel to exterminate the 
Amalekites ; but he and the people spare Agag 
the king and the best of the spoil, and Samuel is 
therefore commanded to announce to him the 
Divine sentence of rejection. The king endeavours 
to minimize his fault, but in vain. The sentence is 
pronounced, and Samuel himself slays the Au.ale- 
kite king. 

The chapter clearly forms the sequel of 7. 8. 101W. 12, describ- 
ing the test to which Saul was subjected, and his failure to 
endure it. Samuel once more appears as the representative of 
Jehovah, to whose word the king has to submit, while the style 
and language display a close affinity with the later narrative. 
It cannot, however, he denied that this chapter, as opposed to 
7 ff., is characterised by a somewhat different tone : the author, 
in presenting his account of Saul's rejection, has made it sub- 
servient to the prophetic lesson (Jer 7*1 aB ) which he wishes to 
inculcate, vir. that obedience is better than sacrifice. This 
desire to explain how Saul, who had been Divinely chosen, 
could be rejected by Jehovah, has, it would seem, led him to 
reconstruct and expand the narrative in a form which is scarcely 
consonant with the actual facte (note ' the theoretical motive 
assigned for the expedition w.* 8 , and the supreme importance 
attached to the principle actuating Saul in his conduct of it 
v.UW.,' Driver, LOT* p. 178). But, though we cannot accept his 
treatment of the subject, there is no reason to doubt the 
genuineness of bis facte, vis. the campaign against Amalek, 
the sacrifice of Agag, and the breach between Samuel and 
Saul. The view expressed by Wellhausen and others, that this 
chapter holds 'an intermediate position between the two 
streams of narrative already considered,' is true only to the 
extent that it is to be assigned to the early stratum of B 
(Budde's E,). The reference to the anointing of Saul hr 
Samuel is probably due to the redactor, and cannot be ad- 
duced as proving that the writer of ch. 15 was acquainted 
with 91 etc 

(b) I 16-TI 8. Saul and David. 

(1) 16'-18 s . David's introduction to Saul. 

The anointing of David by Samuel at the house 
of his father 16 , IJ (a late addition); J's narrative 
of David's introduction to Saul (16 14 "*) ; E's account 
of the same (17M8 6 ). 

At first sight the section 16>-», of which 17«- » is probably a 
fragment, would seem, like 17i f -, to belong to the series E, but s> 
comparison of these two sections shows that the former is not 
presupposed by the latter : according to 171* Jesse has only 
four sons, in 101° he has eight ; again, 17*» makes it evident that 
David's brothers had no knowledge of his having been anointed 
(compare also the later history of David's persecution by Saul, 
in which Saul alone is regarded as the anointed of Jehovah). 
On the other hand, the influence of 171'- is apparent In 16"- W 
(cf. 17*") as well as in the general point of view. Furthei, tbr 
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Incident is hardly consistent in itself ; Samuel's fear of Saul 
does not agree with the character of the latter as portrayed in 
ch. 15, and he so far forgets it in v.". as to speak openly of his 
mission ; similarly, the sacrifice, which he alleges as the cauxe 
of his coming, is never performed. The suggestion of Budde, 
that the section is an unskilful imitation of 10"-, inserted 
for the purpose of showing that David also was Divinely conse- 
crated, is probably correct (cf. Wellh. Hint. p. 289 f.); to the 
same hand is probably due the gloss 16" <|thf9 tf^t which it 
with the theep). 

In the earlier narrative of David's introduction 
to Saul he is described as a skilful musician, as 
'a mighty man of valour, and a man of war, 
and prudent in speech, and a comely person, and 
the Lord is with him' (W*) ; he is invited by Saul 
to his court that he may drive away the 'evil 
spirit from the Lord ' by Ins playing, and is given 
the office of king's armour-bearer. 

According to the later narrative, during one of 
the many engngements with the Philistines, the 
army of Israel is defied for forty days by the giant 
Gol.ath of Gath. Despite Saul's promises, no one 
will venture to engage the Philistine in single 
combat, until David, the youngest son of Jesse, a 
Bethlehemite, who had been sent from the sheep- 
fold on an errand to his brethren in the army, 
expresses his willingness to accept his challenge. 
Saul at first seeks to dissuade him on the score of 
his youth, but afterwards gives his consent, and 
otters the loan of his armour. After a vain attempt 
to wear the armour, David goes forth to the en- 
counter armed only with his shepherd's sling. It 
is not until the comliat has been brought to a 
successful conclusion that Saul, on inquiry, ascer- 
tains the parentage of the youthful hero ; Jonathan, 
the king's son, is seized with a great affection for 
the shepherd lad, while the king insists on his 
remaining at court (17'-18 8 ). 

It is impossible to reconcile these two accounts, which differ 
in every essential feature. In the earlier account David is of 
mature age, an experienced warrior, and a player of some 
renown ; he is brought to court on account of his musical skill, 
and is attached to Haul's person us his armour-bearer ; lastly, 
Saul i« well acquainted with his parentage. In the later account 
David is but a shepherd lad, unused to warlike weapons ; he 
attracts Sauls attention by his bravery in meeting Goliath; 
Saul does not learn his name and parentage until after the 
duel. The phenomenon is the same as that which confronts us 
in chs. 7-12. Here RJE has attempted to harmonize the two 
narratives by 17 ls » (' now David went to anil fro from Saul'), 
which does not agree with 10" f (according to which David 
receives a permanent office at court), nor with 17" r - (which 
describes him as living at Bethlehem with his father). 

It is, however, noticeable that in the LXX (B) 17 1 "' Mb. 41. 48b. 
».M_186»arc omitted. Wellhausen formerly held that this shorter 
text was the more original, and this view is. still maintained by 
Cornill, Stade, W. R. Smith, and H. P. Smith ; but most critics 
agree ' that the translators— or more probably, perhaps, the 
scribe of the Heb. MS used by them— omitted the verses in 
question from harmonistic motives, without, however, entirely * 
securing the end desired ' (Driver, Heb. Text of Samuel, p. 116 ; 
similarly Wellhausen and Cheyne). Thus, according to 17 ;a , 
David is still but a youth (not the full-grown warrior of 16 18 ), 
while vv.Siff. describe him as a shepherd lad, unacquainted with 
the use of armour (as opposed to 162>b). Further, it is incon- 
ceivable that discrepancies such as those described above should 
have been introduced into the text after the union of J and E, 
nor do the style and language of the sections omitted by the 
LXX support a late date. 

The snorter, simpler account of David's introduction to Saul 
given in J (161* *0 is obviously more in accordance with the 
actual facts; it forms a fitting sequel to 14 w , and aptly illus- 
trates the statement 'that whenever Saul saw any mighty man, 
or any valiant man, he took him unto him,* The account pre- 
served in E seems to be derived rather from popular tradition 
than from actual history ; for we learn from 2 S 21'» that not 
David but Elhanan slew 'Goliath the Glttite, the staff of whose 
spear was like a weaver's beam.' Later tradition, therefore, 
bos transferred the exploit of the warrior to his royal master ; 
the reading of 1 Ch 20 s is clearly due to a harmonuter(see Driver, 
Samuel, p. 272). 

(2) 18*- w (J and E combined). David's life at 
Saul's court, and Saul's growing jealousy of him. 

It Is clear that in this section also we have two accounts com- 
bined, though it is not easy to distinguish the various parts. 
The narrative as a whole seems drawn from the older source, 



• By its omissions B removes the difficulties caused by (1) 
David's residence in Bethlehem, and (2) Saul's ignorance of 
David's name and parentage. 



and forms the continuation of Vfi*r. David Is here represented 
as a well-known warrior and leader, and not as the youthlul 
hero of 17l f -. The song (v.7) was probably treated by both 
sources as the immediate cause of Saul's jealousy, but, whereas 
the second introduction In v.*» (when David returned from tht 
slaughter of the. Phiiittine) connects it with the Goliath incident, 
we require some further exploit as the occasion of the song in 
the older narrative ; probably the first introduction In v,« (at 
they came) is a fragment of this notice. Vv.9-ll, the evil spirit 
from God, connects these verses with W* r - ; but w. 1 *- 1 * and 
w. 17-19 must be assigned to the later narrative. In w.U-H we 
have a parallel account to that of v.* (belonging to the older 
narrative), while w. 17-19 clearly refer back to 17*, according to 
which Saul was bound to receive David into his family : this is 
Ignored by the older narrative, vv.20*>, which knows nothing 
of David's betrothal to Merab (cf. v.*, where David seems to 
regard ao alliance with the royal family as beyond the bounds 
of possibility). Further, since the later narrative must have 
contained on account of David's marriage with Hichal, It is 
probable that the redactor has treated his sources more freely 
than usual, and omitted part of E's narrative ; v.2ib is obviously 
an attempt on his part to harmonize the two accounts of David s 
betrothal. 

The LXX (B) makes considerable omissions in this chapter 
also, vix. vv>- «^«b.io.n.i2b. 17-19. 21b. Mb. 29b, and the majority 
of critics accept this shorter version as representing the original 
text (Wellh., Kuenen, Driver). As Driver (A'otes on Sam. p. 
120 f.) points out, 'the sequence of events is clearer; and the 
gradual growth of Saul's enmity towards David is distinctly 
marked '(cf. VY.19*. IB- 2») ■ further, the section then forms a con- 
nected whole, and nearly all the additional passages in the MT 
admit of satisfactory explanation. The fact, however, that 
throughout this portion of the Books of Samuel we are con- 
fronted with two accounts of the same incidents, makes it more 
probable that the LXX omissions here, as in ch. 17, are due to a 
harmonizer ; further, we may argue (with Budde) that it Is 
inconsistent to reject the (unsuccessful) recension of the LXX 
in ch. 17, and to adopt its more successful attempt in ch. 18. 
(For a fuller statement see David). 

(i) 19 (E). 20 (J). Outbreak of Saul's hostrhty 
towards David ; David's flight. 

Later account of Jonathan's intervention on 
behalf of his friend (19 1 " 7 ); the spear-throwirffc 
(vv.s-' ) . with the assistance of his wife Michal, 
David escapes from his house (vv. n " n ) ; David's 
flight to Kamah (vv. 1 *- 34 ) ; earlier account of Jona- 
than's intervention (20 1 -* 8 ). 

These two chapters consist of several short sections, in which 
are set forth various incidents illustrating Saul's enmity towards 
David on the one hand, and on the other the affection displayed 
towards him by Jonathan and Michal. The redactor has 
apparently expanded the account of E In 102-3- 7, which are in- 
consistent In themselves, and are clearly influenced by the 
fuller account of J in ch. 20. Vv>lo give E's account of the 
spear-throwing, which differs but little from that of J in la 10 '- : 
vv.n-17 have been rejected by Wellhausen, Stade, and Cornill 
on the ground of internal improbability, but the passage both 
in language and tone bears all the marks of E, and forms a 
suitable continuation of what precedes (for another view see 
H. P. Smith, Samuel, p. 178 f.). Vv.JM*, which offer a second 
explanation of the proverb, Is Saul also among the prophets? 
are rejected by nearly all critics as a late interpolation, similar to 
that in 161-". The grounds for this view are, oriefly, (1) that an 
entirely different and, as it would seem, more genuine account 
has been already given in 1 OK*- ; (2) that David would most natur 
ally flee southwards to Nob (cf. 21'), and not to Ramah in the 
north ; (8) according to 15»» a further meeting) between Saul 
and Samuel is excluded. (1) is decisive against these verses 
belonging to the earlier narrative, while (2) and (8) equally 
exclude E as their source, though the position occupied by 
Samuel, as well as the place (Kamah), seem to argue for that 
narrative ; the words ' from Naioth in Ramah ' (20") naturally 
form part of the preceding account. Ch. 20 describes at length 
the attempt made by Jonathan to reconcile his father to David, 
and the means by which he informed the latter of the failure 
of his efforts. The section, which is obviousl v old and historical, 
is probably a duplicate of 101-7, by which it has been displaced ; 
for (1) the situation is the same as that of 19"-, and (2) David 
would not require further proof of Saul's hostility after the 
unmistakable evidence of 10' lf -. These difficulties, It is true, 
admit to a certain extent of explanation (cf. Driver, LOT* p. 
180), but the recurrence of duplicate accounts throughout 
1 Samuel renders it probable that we have here a further ex- 
ample of the same phenomenon. 

The text is evidently in great disorder, and the passage has 
probably been considerably expanded by the redactor. Well- 
nausen is no doubt right in regarding the sign of the arrow as 
part of the original narrative. This sign, however, would 
exclude any meeting or conversation between David and 
Jonathan. Hence we must regard vv. 40-42 (to for ever) as 
redactional. Further, vv.n-17 interrupt the main course of the 
narrative, and reverse the relative positions of Jonathan and 
David, the latter being regarded as the undoubted successor ol 
Saul ; they are probably therefore to be assigned to the redactoi 
(Budde and Kittel ascribe all vv.M7 to the same hand). 

(4) 21 (E). 22 (J). David flees to Nob, where he « 
received by Ahimelech, who gives him the shew- 
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bread, and the sword of Goliath (21'-»). [David flees 
to Achish, king of Gath, vv. 10 " 18 ]. David takes 
refuge in the stronghold (read rrnx? at v. 4 ) of 
Adullam, whence he sends his parents to Moab 
(22 w ) ; massacre of the priests at Nob ; escape of 
Abiathar (22*-*). 

With the exception of 21i0-i», the two chapters seem to 
connect quite naturally. But a closer examination makes it 

Slain that the sequel (ch. 22) of the incident narrated in 21' ->0 
elongs to a different source. (1) Doeg the Edomite is differ- 
ently described in 229; (2) in ch. 22 emphasis is laid on the fact 
that Ahimelech had ' inquired of God ' on behalf of David (vM f ) ; 
21 if ignores this fact, and lays more stress on the taered char- 
acter of the bread (riven to David and bis followers. Of the 
two accounts the earlier is that contained in 22*0. The later 
account, -of which only part is given in 2l>-», doubtless con- 
tained some record of the massacre of the priests at Nob ; 

Crobably Budde is right in regarding 22", which interrupts 
he connexion, as part of this later account. To the redactor 
may be assigned 22i° b (Goliath's sword) and ' and a sword ' in 
v.". The section 21 10 -' 8 interrupts the main narrative, and 
presupposes IB'-" and 19'8-w (Wellh., Budde); like those pas- 
sages, it must be regarded as a late insertion. Probably it was 
designed to take the place of ch. 27 f., awl was afterwards 
retained alongside of it (Kuenen, Budde) ; to the same hand we 
must also assign 22» (the prophet Gad, cf . 2 8 24"). 

(5) 23-27 (J 23 M *» 26. 27 ; E 23 l »-24'» 25). David 
as an outlaw. 

David delivers Keilah from the Philistines; 
then, warned by the oracle, leaves the city before 
it is besieged by Saul (23'-' 3 ) ; he then takes refuge 
in the wildemexs of Ziph, where he is visited by 
Jonathan (vv. u " 18 ); the Ziphites iuform Saul of 
his whereabouts, and the latter seeks to capture 
him (vv. MWM ) ; tidings of a Philistine invasion give 
Duv .1 a temporary respite from Saul (vv.* 8 -'*), who 
on his return continues the pursuit, and on this 
occat in i falls into David's hands. David, however, 
spare* the king's life, and, in the dialogue that 
follows, the latter admits that David is more 
righteous than he is (ch. 24). The incident of 
Nabal, the wealthy sheepowner of Carmel (ch. 25), 
separates the two accounts of the sparing of Saul's 
life by David; for it is generally admitted that 
ch. 26 merely gives another version of the same oc- 
currence which is narrated in 2S iU ' M . As a last 
resource, David enters the service of Achish, king 
of Gath, by whom he is assigned Ziklag as a 
residence : thence he makes a series of raids against 
the tribes dwelling in the Negeb of Judah, etc. 
(ch. 27). 

The agreement between the two stories narrated in 23 1 - «•*• 
24 and ch. 26 in regard to (1) Saul's pursuit of David in the 
wilderness ; (2) the sparing of Saul's life ; and (3) the dialogue 
that ensues, is so great that we con only regard them as 
different versions of the same incident. The variations only 
affect the details, and are such as might easily have arisen in 
two independent narratives. Moreover, as Driver (LOT* p. 
181) points out, ' if the occasion of ch. 26 was a different one 
from that of 28 19f -, it is singular that it contains no allusion, on 
either David's part or Saul's, to David's having spared Saul's 
life before.' 

Of the two accounts the earlier and more original is un- 
doubtedly that contained in ch. 26 (Kuenen. Wellb., Driver, 
8tade, II. P. Smith, Lohr). The arguments in favour of this 
view are clearly statrd by Lohr (Sam. p. xlv) as follows :— (1) 
the detailed information supplied as to (a) David's companions 
(26*, contrast ' David and his men,' 24"), and (6) Saul and 
his camp (26 s - 7 ); (2) the manner in which 8aul falls into 
David's hands ; and more especially the old religious conception 
underlying 26 1V . To these we may odd (3) the shorter and 
more genuine reptyof Saul (26*1 •'•*), which appears in a more 
expanded form in Budde, however, who is followed 

by Comill, Cheyne, and Kittcl, solely on the ground of lin- 
guistic evidence, contends for the later origin of ch. 26 ; hut the 
expressions cited by him are not sufficiently nliaracteristic to 
outweigh the arguments given above ; further, he ignores the 
characteristic .ipT!?l (26™. c'- Oo 2" 16' a ; see Lbhr, Sam. 
p. xlv ; H. P. Smith, Sam. p. 230). 

The first section of ch. 23 (w.'-'S) carries on 22 s and belongs 
to the earlier narrative. V.' is obviously out of place after v.*, 
and is probably a gloss designed to introduce v.s*>, while the 
first question in v." is repeated by error from v.'*. 

V.>*» properly forms the commencement of ch. 26 (or, accord 
ing to the view of Budde, etc., of 23>W-). Vv.i«b-18 (the inter- 
view between Jonathan and David) are clearly a redactional 
insertion, similar to 20""- *»*a». To the redactor must also 
be assigned 23»»»>('in the wood, in the hill of Hachilah. which 
U on the south of the desert 'X which is inconsistent with v.a. 



and the phrase 24" (and Saul laid, It tkit my ton David t\ 
added from 26" for harmoniatic purposes. 

23»-*», which have no parallel in the earlier narrative (ch. 26), 
contain a local tradition explaining the origin of the nam* 
Stia-hammahlekoth (prob. = ' The rock of divisions '). 

The order of 24«-? is apparently at fault ; and Gaupp, followed 
by Cornill and Budde, would rearrange the verses as follows: 
<».s.7».4b.8.7b. Possibly the disorder has arisen by interpola- 
tion (H. P. Smith, p. 217 f.), and we should omit vv.4*>.«(the 
incident of the skirt). 24« is omitted by Wellh. and Budde as 
a gloss : the latter also regards vv.»*>» as due to the redactor. 

The notice of the death and burial of Samuel (261*) j 8 clearly 
a redactional insertion borrowed from 2b 3 * ; it is out ofploce 
here. The rest of the chapter connects naturally with 23*, and 
" up the interval of time required by that verse : it is prob- 
therefore, that the earlier narrative also contained some 
account of the incident narrated in 23*-», The present position 
of ch. 26 is doubtless due to the desire to separate the two 
accounts (23»»-» 24. 26). 25»« have probably been expanded 
by the writer from the point of view of his later knowledge. 

27' David's decision to take refuge with the Philistines fol- 
lows quite naturally after ch. 26, and the whole chapter clearly 
belongs to the earlier narrative with 23>i*» 25. 26 : with this 
agrees its silence as regards any previous visit of David to Gath 
(2110-is), and the oracle of 22 s . 

(6) 28 (E). 29. 30 (J). The Philistines prepare for 
battle with Israel (28 1 - *) ; Saul being unable to 
obtain a Divine oracle, seeks out a woman with a 
familiar spirit at Endor, who conjures up Samuel 
(28*-»); in spite of the confidence expressed by 
Achish, the other Philistine leaders mistrust 
David's loyalty, and insist on his dismissal (29'" n ). 
On his return to Ziklag, David finds that his city 
has been sacked by the Amalekites ; he hastens in 
pursuit, and recovers all that the Amalekites had 
taken : the rest of the booty is equally divided 
among his men, part being sent as a present to 
' the elders of Judah ' (ch. 30). 

281- ' cany on the narrative of ch. 27, which is continued in 
chs. 29 and 30. 2#*-"- a are usually regarded as out of place. 
According to 28* the Philistines ore already at 8hunem (in the 

Slain of Jezreel) ; but in 29> they arc assembled at Aphek in the 
haron valley, and only advance to Jezreel in v." ; similarly 
the Israelites in 29 1 are encamped by the spring which is in 
Jezreel, and presumably only fall back on Gilboa before the 
advance of the Philistines ; whereas in 28* they are encamped 
at Gilboa. 

Budde (who is followed as regards the order by Driver) 
solves the difficulty by placing 28 s 88 after chs. 29. 30. He 
further assigns the incident to the same source (J) as the rest 
of the section, arguing (1) that Samuel is here represented as 
a seer (9"), and not as a Judge or prophet ; (2) that the general 
contents of the passage agree with the earlier representation. 



and (3) that it has many points of contact with ch. 14 : the 
undoubted reference in rv.«-W» (to Philistine*) to ch. 16 he re- 
gards as a redactional insertion. Budde's theory, however, fails 
to give any reason for the present order of these chapters, which 
admits of a perfectly simple explanation, if we assign 28** to 
the later narrative. In that case the historical introduction in 
28* will be parallel to and independent of the similar notices 
in S8>> ■ 29'- >', and the section as a whole will form the sequel 
to ch. 16 (Wellh., H. P. Smith). On this view we might retain 
w.n-lto (with H. P. Smith), but they are more probably to be 
regarded as a redactional expansion, suggested by v.", which 
points back to iff Bh - s9 (see Lohr, p. xlix). As in the case of 
ch. 15 (Saul's war of extermination against the Amalekites), a 
genuine historical incident has been utilized for the purpose of 
inculcating a moral lesson from the prophetic standpoint. 

(7) I 31-11 1 (J, except II l 810 - 15 " 18 ). Death of 
Saul. 

The defeat of Israel on Mt. Gilboa and the 
death of Saul and his three sons (3 1 1 " 7 ). The 
Philistines carry off the bodies of Saul and his 
sons to Beth-shan, whence they are removed by 
the inhabitants of Jahesh-gilead (vv. 8 *"). The 
news of the death of Saul and Jonathan is con- 
veyed to David at Ziklag by a fugitive Amalekite, 
who describes how he slew Saul (2 S l 1 " 10 ). David 
fasts till evening, and then orders the execution 
of the Amalekite because he had slain ' the Lord's 
anointed' (w. ,l * M ). The lament of David over 
Saul and Jonathan (vv."" 17 ). 

These chapters contain a double account of the death of 
Saul. The earlier narrative (J) describes how Saul in despair 
commits suicide after his armour-bearer has refused to slay him 
(I 31-11 1*) : in the later narrative (E) a wandering AmalekiU 
slays him at his request while he is suffering from cramp (of 
giddinessX though un wounded (II ,M«X It has been oonjeo. 
tured by those who regard the two chapters as belonging to 
the some source, that the account of the Amalekite is untrue ; 
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bnt this oonflicta with the whole narrative of which con- 
veys no hint of such being the case. It is probable, as Budde 
infers from 4'°, that David himself slew the fugitive who 
brought him the tidings of Saul's death. This latter passage 
(410) knows nothing of the reason assigned for the execution of 
the messenger in l*-' 6 , viz. the fact that he had laid hands on 
' the Lord's anointed.' 

Oh. 31 has been excerpted, with slight variations, by the 
compiler of Chronicles (1 Ch 10), who has in part preserved a 

furer text (see Driver, Notes on Sam. p. 170f.). Budde regards 
I 1« as a redactional insertion, introducing the later narrative ; 
w.H-12 belong probably to the earlier narrative; they are out 
of place in their present context. 

11 l"-« the lament of David is avowedly taken from the 
Book of Jashar(so Jos lOia-u, 1 K 8»» (LXX)), but there is no 
reason to doubt David's authorship (on the text see Driver, 
Holes, p. 1801.). 

(8) 2-4 (J). The struggle between the house of 
Saul and the house of David. 

David is anointed king of Judah at Hebron 
(2 1 * 4 ) : he thanks the men of Jabesh-giiead for 
their kindly action in recovering the bodies of 
Saul and his sons, and at the same time informs 
them of his coronation (vv. 6 " 7 ). Meantime Islibaal, 
the sole remaining son of Saul, is set on the throne 
of Israel at Mahanaim by Abner, the captain of 
the host (vv. 8-11 ) : then follows the encounter be- 
tween the troops of Joab and Abner at Gibeon, 
which results in the defeat of the men of Israel ; 
in his flight Abner is pursued by Asahel, Joab's 
brother, whom he slays ; Asahel s death puts an 
end to the pursuit (vv. 18 "* 8 ). The downfall of the 
house of Saul is caused by the rupture between 
Irthbaal and Abner : the latter makes a league with 
David, to whom he restores his wife Michal ; and 
he further promises to bring all Israel unto him. 
Abner, however, is treacherously slain by Joab in 
revenge for the death of Asahel, and is mourned 
by David and all the people (ch. 3). The assassina- 
tion of Ishbaal, and the execution of his murderers 
(ch. 4). 

These chapters continue the earlier narrative of I SI and 
II 1'-*, the conclusion of which is probably lost. 2"* (to two 
years) 1 * (=5*) are obviously insertions; they interrupt the 
narrative, and are doubtless part of the chronological scheme 
of the Deuteronomic editor. 3** (» notice of David's family 
at Hebron) are out of place, and belong properly after 8 1 * : v.' 
is continued by v.*s v."» concealing the insertion. V.» i 3 
omitted by all critics as a later interpolation. 4* is certainly 
interpolated: probably v.««> should be placed after 93 (Wellh., 
Budde). 

(9) o'-S" (J, except ch. 7 (E)). David as king of 
all Israel. 

After the death of Ishbaal, David is acknow- 
ledged as king by all the tribes of Israel (5 1 "*). 
He captures the Jebusite city Jerusalem; takes 
up his residence there, and fortifies it (•* 10 ). Hiram, 
king of Tyre, aids him in building his palace ("■ u ). 
[Notice of David's family The Philistines 

hear that David has been anointed king over Israel, 
and immediately attack him, but are twice defeated 
("*"). The removal of the ark from Baale-judah 
( = Kiriath-jearim) to Jerusalem is checked by the 
untoward death of Uzzah : the ark is therefore left 
at the house of Obed-edom (6 M0 ). After an inter- 
val of three months it is brought up to the city 
of David in solemn procession, in which David 
takes part : his action is derided by Michal, who 
is therefore cursed with barrenness ("'"J. David 
proposes to build a house for Jehovah, but is 
informed by Nathan that this honour is reserved 
for his son (7 1 " 17 ). David's prayer (vv. 18 "'*). A 
nummary of the wars waged by David (8 1 '") ; his 
judicial activity (v. 18 ); and a list of his officers 
(vv."-'"). 

It is obvious that the war with the Philistines (5«-») follows 
immediately after w.i-3, which contain a twofold introduction, 
viz. vv.i- * and v.*. The intervening sections (tv. ■*■*•) are clearly 
misplaoed: w.4.8 (cf. 1 K 2») are omitted by the Chronicler, 
and are premature: w.«* the account of the capture of 
Jerusalem is undoubtedly old and genuine, but the text is 
unfortunately very corrupt ; Budde would place it after 6> : 
w. H.12 probably belong to the latter part of David's reign, If 
thev are not an addition from 1 K ft (see 8. A. Cook, AJSL xvi. 
S, p. 161) : w. «*» should be placed like 3" after 8". It is prob- 



able that the account given in W.17-B should be supplemented 
by the details supplied in 21i»-M 23"» (see below). -That w.i"-» 
do not connect with vv.*-i« is shown by the different use of the 
term 'the hold' (rmson) in vv.» and " : the use of this term 
here and in 23" supports S. A. Cook's theory (AJSL p. 164 fA 
that David's encounter with the Philistines preceded the inci- 
dents in chs. 2-1, and belong to the period ' when he had no 
army (Wl) or host (K3X), as chs. 8 and 10, but was accompanied 
only by his " men " or " servants " ' (5 81 21 1 * 17- **). 6', accord- 
ing to Budde, must have introduced some warlike incident, and 
he therefore prefixes it to 6«-'* : the rest of the chapter is old 
and genuine, though possibly it has been expanded in parts. 
Ch. 7 is admittedly later than chs. 6 and 6, with which it is 
clearly connected : the section, it is true, displays certain re- 
semblances both in thought and expression to Deuteronomy, 
but these are not strongly pronounced ; and from the nature of 
its contents the chapter would easily lend itself to theocratic 
expansions. Kuenen assigns the chapter to a poet- Deuteronomic 
source on the ground of vv.n>. is. sa s. 34 ; but lb is omitted by 
the Chronicler (1 Ch 17'): v." is certainly due to the Deutero- 
nomic editor, and w."*-**, from their general character, may 
well be an expansion. Probably, therefore, Budde is right in 
assigning the chapter to E. 

Ch. 8 forms the concluding survey to the history of David 
(cf. 1 8 14*M» at the and of the history of Saul) : in its present 
form the chapt*** represents the work of the Deuteronomic 
editor, who seenis, however, to have made use of the older 
sources. The wars are first noticed : with the Philistines (v. ■), 
with the Hoabites (v. 2 ), with the Aramaeans and their allies 
(vv.*- 8 ); then follows an account of the homage paid by the 
king of Hamath (vv.B lO); [the spoil dedicated by David to 
Jehovah (w.H-13)); the subjugation of Edom (RV Syria) 
(w.13-14). The notices of David's family at Hebron (3**) ami 
at Jerusalem (6i*-i«) should be Inserted here (Wellh., Budde) : 
Budde would also insert 5*-» (RU). The chapter concludes 
with an account of David's administration (v. is), and a list of 
his officers (vv. 16-18), 

A fuller account of the two campaigns against the Aramnans 
is preserved in ch. 10, which has been condensed and slightly 
altered by RD in w.*- 8 : he has also inserted vv> 10 here, 
transferring them from the end of ch. 10 (see below), to which 
vv.i 3 Bn ,i 14 properly belong (cf. the similar conclusion and 
i* b ). Vv.»-i» are probably a late insertion. It is remarkable 
that in ch. 10 the victories over the Aramatans form but two 
episodes in the war with Amnion ; yet this war is ignored in 
ch. 8, and in its stead (v. 2 ) the subjugation of Moab is described. 
This fact is not mentioned elsewhere, and seems inconsistent 
with I 22* : it is far from improbable, therefore, that Moab 
has been substituted for Ammon in 8 s (Budde). 

(c) II 9-20 (J) [and 1 K 1. 2]. Life at David's 
court, or the history of the succession to David's 
throne. 

The events narrated in these chapters are closely 
'connected with, and mutually dependent on, one 
another : they are further distinguished by unity 
of plan and conception. The story of Meribbaal 
(ch. 9) explains the action of Ziba (16 1 " 4 ) and the 
speech of the former (19«-»): KM I 1 with ISP** 1 
explain how David became acquainted with Bath- 
sheba, and how he compassed the death of Uriah, 
while the whole section chs. 10-12 forms the neces- 
sary introduction to the final choice of David's 
successor in 1 K 1. 2. The narrative throughout, 
by its lifelike touches and its minuteness of detail, 
as well as by its bright and flowing style, betrays 
its early origin, and must have been composed 
soon after the events which it describes. 

(1) V' u . David on inquiry learns of the exist- 
ence of Meribbaal (Mephibosheth), the lame son 
of Jonathan : for Jonathan's sake he deals kindly 
with his son, and retains him at court ; Saul s 
estates are restored to his grandson, and Ziba, 
Saul's servant, appointed to look after them. 

Budde would place ch. 24 and 21i-"> before this chapter, on 
the ground that the incident narrated in 2W- is presupposed In 
ch. 9 and 16"- 19* and that the census (ch. 24) would naturally 
take place soon after David's accession. It is difficult, how- 
ever, on this theory, to explain the present position of S1'*M 
and 24, and, as Wellhausen has pointed out, the popular and 
legendary character of these chapters is very different from that 
of chs. 9-20 (for a fuller discussion of this point see on chs. 21- 
24). More probable is Budde's view, that 44b should be placed 
after v.'. 

(2) 10-12. Owing to the insult offered to his 
ambassadors, war breaks out between David and 
Ammon : the latter call in the Aramaeans to their 
aid, and prepare to defend their capital. Joab, 
with the pick of the troops, attacks and defeat* 
the Aramaeans, while the rest of the army undei 
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Abishai successfully engage the Ammonites (10'""). 
Once more the Aranueans, under Hadadezer, 
assemble against Israel, but are again defeated, 
this time by David himself : Joab is then sent to 
besiege the Ammonite capital ( 10 ,B — 1 1 1 ; see Kab- 
bah). David remains at Jerusalem, where he 
commits adnltery with Bathsheba, the wife of 
Uriah the Hittite, one of his warriors. After a 
vain attempt to conceal the sin, he sends a letter 
to Joab instructing him to bring about the death 
of Uriah : his orders are carried oat, and David 
then marries Bathsheba, who bears him a son 
(ch. 11). The prophet Nathan awakens David to 
a sense of his guilt by means of a parable, and 
Announces the Divine punishment : the child of 
Bathsheba dies despite David's penitence ; but 
another son (Solomon) is born (12 1 * 28 ). Meantime 
the siege of llabbah has been drawing to a close, 
and David in j>erson commands the linal assault : 
the chapter ends with an account of the spoil, and 
of the punishment inflicted on the inhabitants 

8-Slj 



Except in the speeches of Nathan, which have probably been 
expanded, the narrative appears to have been preserved in its 
original form : alter lV-a we must restore the longer text of the 
LXX (see Driver, Text of Sam. p. 224) in accordance with 
w.19-21 : 1210-" are probably due to the Oeuteronoinic editor, 
who regarded all the misfortunes of David's house as resulting 
from his great sin, while the phrase, ' the house of the Lord,' in 
v.20, seems an anachronism. With regard to the relation of 
10M11 and 12*w> to ch. 8, it is noticeable that (1) according to 
10 8f - the Ammonites hire the services of the Arammans of Beth- 
rehob and Zobah, the king of Haacah, and the men of Tob : in 
8 s * the Ammonites are not mentioned, and there is only an 
obscure notice of a victory over the Aramaians ; (2) in 8* 
Hadadezer of Beth-rehob (for eon of llekob) is mentioned by 
name as leader of the Aranimana : in 10>f- his name is 'given so 
abruptly (v. 18) that he must, as Budde conjectures, have been 
mentioned earlier in the original narrative ; (3) both accounts 
describe a second campaign : in 8* the Aramaeans of Damascus, 
in 111* 8 those ' that were beyond the River' came to the assist- 
ance of their countrymen. Budde conjectures very plausibly 
that when the detailed account 10 lr - was appended, the editor 
attempted to make the two narratives dissimilar: to this end 
he omitted the name of Hadadezer in 10 6 , and sutatituted 
Damascus for 'beyond the River' in 8\ By these means 
he was able to transfer the notices of Ton's homage (tf>- ">) 
and of the Edomite war (81* ") from the end of ch. 10 to their 
present position. 

(3) 13-20. The rebellion of Absalom, its cause 
and effects. Amnon, David's iirstborn, and pre- 
sumably his successor, is murdered by command 
of Absalom for the violation of his half-sister 
Tamar : Absalom takes refuge with his maternal 
grandfather the king of Geshur (ch. 13). Joab, by 
the help of the wise woman of Tekoa, induces tlie 
king to consent to Absalom's return : the latter fin 
his turn coerces Joab into bringing about a meet- 
ing between himself and the king, which results 
in the reconciliation of father and son (ch. ^4). 
Absalom now schemes to win the people to,' his 
side, and thus secure the throne, and linal ly .'sets 
up the standard of revolt at Hebron. David at 
once flees eastward from Jerusalem, accompanied 
by his bodyguard and Ittai the Gittite : he ajends 
back Zadolc and Abiathar with the ark to 1 the 
capital, and arranges that tidings should be brolight 
to him by their two sons : he further persi ades 
Hushai to return, that he may defeat the counsel 
of Ahithophel (ch. 15). In his flight David 1< arns 
from Ziba of the disaffection of Meribbaal, and 
submits to the insults of Shimei the Benjamite 
(16 1 " 14 ). Meantime Absalom, following the advice 
of Ahithophel, takes possession of liis father's 
harem (16 l5-23 ). The same adviser further counsels 
the immediate pursuit of David, but Absalom de- 
clares in favour of the waiting policy advised by 
Hushai (17 1 " 14 ). The news of his decision is con- 
veyed to David by the two sons of the priests, at 
the risk of their lives : he at once withdraws across 
Jordan, and is met at Mahanaim by rich Gileadites 
with ample supplies for his army (vv. 15- *). Absalom, 
who has already crossed the Jordan, is confronted 



at Mahanaim by David's army under Joab, Abishai, 
and Ittai. In the battle that ensues David's forces 
are completely victorious : Absalom in his flight 
is slain by order of Joab, in direct disobedience to 
David's command (IS*" 1 "): then follows a graphic 
description of the manner in which the news was 
conveyed to David (vv. llKS) ). The death of Absalom 
plunges David into profound grief, from which 
he is only with great difficulty aroused by Joab : 
public opinion and the politic message of David to 
the men of Judah are the chief factors in bringing 
about the king's return (19 1 " 14 ). At the passage of 
the Jordan Shimei asks for pardon and is forgiven ; 
Meribbaal explains how he bad been slandered by 
Ziba ; and, lastly, the aged Barzillai refuses the 
king's invitation to himself, but asks his favour for 
his son Chi in ham (vv. 16 " 3 *). The men of Israel are 
envious of the favour shown to the men of Judah, 
and a quarrel breaks out (vv. 4 "" 43 ). In consequence 
of this dispute Sheba the Bichrite stirs up Israel 
to revolt against David. Amasa, the newly- 
appointed commander, fails to muster the men 
ot Judah quickly enough, and Abishai (or, perhaps, 
Joab, see art. Joab in vol. ii. p. 659 note) is sent with 
all the available troops to stamp out the rebellion. 
Amasa meets the royal forces by the way, and is 
treacherously slain by Joab : the two brothers 
then pursue Sheba northwards to Abel of Beth- 
maacah, where he is slain, and his head handed 
over to Joab : the chapter concludes with a repeti- 
tion of the list of officers given in 8 IS '- (ch. 20). 

In this section there are but few passages whose origin has 
been called in question by the critics : 1 o'"* (to apparelled) is 
probably a misplaced gloss (Weill). ) to v.'S; it interrupts the 
connexion between vv." and ; at the end of the chapter 
the right order of the verses is clearly ^ •*, 
being due to the scribe. 14'* is rejected by most as a later 
addition ; Budde omits all w.'M. i.v-» appears to have been 
worked over by a Deuteronomic redactor : ' and all the Levi tes 
with him' is certainly due to him, while the phrase 'and 
Abiathar went up ' is out of place ; Abiathar must originally 
have been mentioned alongside of Zadok (of. v.s») : the textual 
difficulty in v." may also be due to the same cause (Budde 
reads, 'See, do thou and Abiathar return'; Wellh. 'unto 
[Zadok] the high priest, do thou return,' etc.). 18""> {for he 
gaid to remembrance) conflicts with 14*, and must be rejected 
as an interpolation, unless with Budde we omit 14*7. Lastly, 
202328 are repeated with some variations from 8'^-, or more 
probably (see H. P. Smith, Sam. p. 827 f.) are original here, 
and were borrowed by the compiler of ch. 8 for hi» concluding 
panegyric It seems very probable (as Budde suggests) that 
the author of ch. 8 omitted the following chaptere (9-20), 
because, from his point of view, the family history which they 
contained did not redound to David's credit, and that they 
were afterwards restored by a later editor. 

The unity of chs. 0-20 (see above) has been admitted by nearly 
all commentators and critics (Kuenen, Wellhausen, Driver, 
Budde, C'ornill, Kittel, Lohr, etc.), with the exception of 
Thenius (Comm. 3 p. xiii), who rejected ch. 9 (the incident of 
Meribbaal) and lO'-lli 12'ii-ai (the Ammonite war) as later 
redactions] additions to the history of David ; but, as we have 
shown above, these sections are necessary to and presupposed 
by the following narrative. This theory, however, has been 
revived, in a different form, by S. A. Cook in his analysis of 
2 Samuel (AJSL (Hrbraiea), p. 155 f.). According to the tatter's 
view, ch. 9 is related to 1 S 20 1Jr , and is therefore to l<e 
ascribed to an Kphraimite source : while 'the story of David's 
sin with Bathsheba and the birth of Solomon (11*- 12 s8 ) has been 
inserted in the account of a war against Kabbath-ammon of 
which it was originally independent.' He further argues that 
this war with Amnion should follow, and not precede, the 
events recorded in chs. 13-20, chiefly on the ground that David's 
flight to and hospitable reception at Mahanaim * are impos- 
sible after the sanguinary war recorded (10 lf ) ; and places it at 
the end of David s reign. Absalom's rebellion, he contends, 
was prol>a')ly confined to Juduh (see Sayce, Early Met. of the 
Hebrews, p. 429 f.), — the leading men (Amasa and Ahithophel) 
were both Judasiiis, and the centre of revolt was at Hebron, the 
old Judaan capital,— and followed shortly after Day in had settled 
in Jerusalem : in like manner the extent of Sheba 's revolt, 
which was really limited to the Bichrites (20** LXX), has been 
exaggerated so as to include all Israel, and then appended tc 
AhsaTom's rebellion. As the result of his investigation Cook 
concludes: '(1) that the union of Judah and Israel under one 
king did not occur at any early date in David's reign, and (2) 
that the narratives in 2 Samuel which presuppose any alone re- 



*Cook ingeniously emends 17 5 " 'and Shobl the son of 
Nahash' («?n,-|9 '3r'i) to 'andNahash, etc., brought' (W!3J1 
cm ), thus supplying (according to his view of the chronology) 
a motive for David'B embassy in 10 lr -. 
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lationshlp between Judah and Israel (or Benjamin) previous to 
this union are due to a redactor ( KJE >), and, in several cases at 
least, seem to be derived from an Ephraimlte source.' 

The evidence, however, on which these conclusions are based 
is obtained In many cases by a very subjective treatment of the 
text, and cannot be said to outweigh the general Impression 
conveyed by chs. 9-20 as a whole. It is probable that Cook 
is right In certain case* (especially In the story of Ahltbophel 
16»_17«*) (n tracing the difficulties of the narrative to the com- 
bination of two sources; but he certainly goes too far when he 
condemns all the interviews recorded, viz. those with Zlba, 
Mertbbaal, Shimei, and Borzillal, as the work or the redactor. 

(<f) 21-24. The Appendix. 

These four chapters contain a number of hetero- 
geneous fragments, v\z. : («) the famine in Israel 
expiated by the death of the sons of Saul at tlie 
hands of the Gibeonites (21 '" M ) ; (b) a series of 
exploits against the Philistines (21 w -* t >; (c) David's 
Hymn of Triumph after the defeat of his enemies 
(ch. 22 = 1* 18) ; (d) David's 'Last Words' (28»-*); 
(c) further exploits against the Philistines, and list 
of David's heroes (23**) ; (/) David's census of 
the people, and its result (ch. 24). 

These chapters interrupt the main narrative of chs. 9-20, 
which is continued In 1 K 1-2, and must therefore have been 
inserted in their present position after the division of the Books 
of Samuel and Kings. It is noticeable that (f) '* closely related 
in stvle and manner to («); 24 1 clearly continues 21", while 
both" narratives have a similar conclusion <21»* 24**). The 
two narrative* were apparently first separated by (b) and (c), 
the contents of which are very similar, and between these again 
were inserted the two Psalms chs. 22 and 28' '. 

The Incident narrated in 21"- evidently belongs to the begin- 
ning of David's reign, and seems to be alluded to by Shimei 
(Ui' i) and Mcrlbbnal (19»), bnt is entirely ignored by ch. 9. 
tlh. 24 is very similar to 21 1 *", of which It is clearly the sequel: 
in each case the Divine wrath is kindled against the people 
owing to the action of the king, and they are punished with a 
plague, vv. w and " (David's repentance and his prayer) are out 
of olace, and may have been Inserted later: limine arranges 
the verses as follows: «>• »»• >«■ »■ >••• "• >«». 

He (see above) assigns both sections to J, and places them 
before ch. 9 : on his view ch. 24 should precede 21 1M , and he 
therefore omlta 24 u as a Deuteronomlc gloss; 21* ho assigns to 
the redactor, and rejects 21' as a late insertion caused by the 
displacement of the passage. He suggests that the gloomy 
nature < f their contents caused the sections to be removed by 
the compiler, and that they were afterwards added by the 
editor. The character of these and of the other sections is, 
however, verv different from that of chs. 9-20, with which they 
exhibit no affinity : hence, though 8IH* and ch. 24 undoubtedly 
contain old traditions, we can only conjecture that they were 
added bv a later hand after the completion of the main narra- 
tive. 2I ,MI and 28** likewise contain old material, and belong 
to the early period of David's reign (see 5 ,7tJ ) : possibly they 
may be derived from the register of the 'recorder,' as Driver 
auggesta (LOT 9 pp. 188, 1ST). Budde, who regards them as 
part of the original narrative, places them after 5**: his trans- 
position of JJ*"» to the end of the chapter is probably correct. 
The two Psalms chs. 22 (= Ps 18) and *>'•' (David's ' Last 
Words ') are admittedly later additions to the book. The Da- 
vidlc authorship of ch. 22 has been maintained by Ewald, Hltrig. 
etc.. but the Internal evidence points to a later author. The 
* I-oM Words ' of David are obviously out of place ; the majority 
of critics agree that they are the work of a later band : the text 
is in part* very corrupt. 

Litkr atu as. — For the text see Tbenlus, Die Biicher Samuel* 
(In A'af. Br*q- Handb.), « 1S49, * 1878, »( Lohr) 189S ; Wellbausen, 
Tetrl d. Biicher Sam. 1871 ; Driver, lleb. Text of Sam. 1S90; 
KUmtermtna. DleBBcher Sam. n.der K6nige{\n Kgf. Komm.), 
Iss7; Kell, Die Biicher Sam* 1875; II. P. Smith, Samuel (in 
Jnlernat. Crit, Comm.), 1S99; Peters, Be it ray- t. Tnl- u. 
Lilerarkritik der Bucher Sum. 1899. For the critical analysis 
see especially Wellhausen. Comp. 1839, pp. 288-266: Kuenen, 
Iliet.-Krit. Einleilung ( 1890). I. Itjip. 87-62 ; Budde. Richter it. 
Sam. 1890. pp. 167-276. and SBOTviu. ; Driver, LOT* (1897), 
pp. 172-185; CornlU, ZUehr.f. k. Wi**en»ch. it. k. Uben, 1885, 
p. U3ff, Konignb. Stud. 1887. p. 25ff, ZATW, 1890. p. 96 ff., 
Einleilung in A T*, 1896; Kittel, SfC, 1892. p. 44 ff.. Getch. der 
Iltbraer (1892). II. p. 22 ff. (Eng. tr.) vol. 11. p. 22 ff. : I hevne, 
Deroitt StudyofCrltici*m, pp. 1-126; Stade, GVI*, 1.-S9.1. 197 ff.; 
L>"ihr, Vorbemerkungen In 8rd cd. of Thenlus' Comm. (see above); 
S. A. Cook. AJSH=/Mraica), 1900, p. 145f. ; H. A. White, 
art. David In present work. J. F. STENNING. 

BANAAS (B 2a^, A Zardat ; AV Annaas. 1 Es 
6 18 ). — The sons of Sanaas returned from captivity 
under Zerubbabel to the number of 3330 (B 3:501). 
In Ezr 2*>, Neh 7 M they are called the children 
of Senaah. In Neh 3" the name has I lie article 
Hassenaah. The numbers given are 3030 (Ezr.), 
3930 (Neh.). 

-Copyiighl, 1902. by 



8ANABAS8AR, SANABA8SABUS.— See Shesh- 
BAZZAK. 

SANASIB (B Zam0e/i, A ' Awwre//3), 1 Es 6« — 
The sons of Jeddu the son of Jesus are mentioned 
as priests who returned ' among the sons of Sanasib' 
with Zerubbabel. The name is omitted in the par- 
allel Ezr 2 8i ; the Vulg. probably preserves the 
correct form Eliasib. 

SANBALLAT (3??,'?, Zaw^oXXdr, Sanaballat).— 
The name is Assyr. Sin-batlidh, 4 the Moon-god 
has vivified.' Sanballat is called a Horouite (Neh 
210.19 is*), but the locality meant is uncertain: 
for conjectures as to it see art. HokONlTE. He 
seems to have held some office in Samaria (Neh 4 a ) 
when Nehemiah arrived in Jerus., and, along with 
Tobiah the Ammonite and Geshem the Arabian, 
was bitterly opposed to Nehemiah, and did his 
best to thwart his endeavours to rebuild the walls 
of the Jewish capital. There was a party inside 
Jerus. itself which was equally opposed to the 
Tirshatha, and conspired with Sanballat to hinder 
Nehemiah by spurious prophecies and other means 
(Neh «). One of the party was the high priest 
Eliashib, whose grandson had married Sauballat'a 
daughter (Neh 13*). 

Josephus (Ant. XI. vii. 2) transports Sanballat 
from the reign of Artaxerxes Longimanus to that 
of Darius Codomannus, the last king of Persia, 
whose officer he is said to have been in Samaria. 
His daughter Nikaso was married to Manasseh, 
the brother of the high priest Jaddua. Manasseh, 
being threatened with expulsion from the priest- 
hood unless he divorced his wife, fled to Sanballat, 
who suggested that he should become the high 
priest of a rival temple on Mt. Gerizim, and prom- 
ised to secure for him the protection of Darius. 
Just at this time, however, the invasion of Persia 
by Alexander the Great took place ; Sanballat went 
over to the conqueror with 7000 men, and induced 
him to allow the temple on Mount Gerizim to be 
built. Manasseh became its first high priest, and 
soon afterwards Sanballat died. The whole story 
seems to be derived from some apocryphal Jewish 
account of the origin of the Samaritan temple. 

A. H. SAYCE. 

••SANCTIFICATION.-Of the three words for 
'holiness' based on the adjective 5710s, one only is 
here really in question, viz. ayiavidn. The other 
two, iytwfftvri, the abstract quality (sanctiltido), 
and iyUrrtit, the same concretely and subjectively 
conceived as a personal quality (sanctitas), fall 
naturally under Holiness. But iyiaa/iAt, like 
1 sanctification,' connotes state, and that not as 
native to its subject, but as the outcome of action 
or process. 

There is no need to deal separately and at length 
with the cognate verbs iytdfriv, ay vlfriv. The es- 
sential ideas involved have already been discussed 
under HOLINESS ; while what they have to contri- 
bute to the idea of sanctification as a process will 
appear incidentally in the body of this article. In 
general, however, it may be said (1) that d-ytdfetr 
is late Greek and biblical (iyvlfriv being classical), 
and has meanings determined by the several senses 
of iyiot, but all springing from 4 to consecrate,' 4 to 
render sacrosanct or appropriated to Divine use ' 
(in contrast to 'profane' or 4 open to common 
use ') ; whereas the more classical ayyl^em means 
4 to render pure ' (no longer 4 unclean,' or hateful 
in God's sight). (2) Each verb passes through a 
ritual stage of meaning to reach an ethical or spir- 
itual one. In the case of iyvl^etf the two are clearly 
distinguishable, as in Jn ll 64 , Ac 2Y ii iR 24 18 on 
the one hand, and Ja 4 9 , 1 P 1" 1 Jn 3 1 on the 
other. But there is little even in the latter series 

C/.arle* tkrUuu'it Sons 
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of passages on which to base a doctrine of sanc- 
tiflcation. In the case of d7»df«r (for Heb. see 
Holiness in OT, ad init. note) the senses are 
more varied and complex. It means (a) to render 
sacrosanct by ritual methods appointed by God 
(Ex 28 8 30 29f , Mt 23 17 -* 9 , He 9» ; cf. 1 Co 7"), or 
simply by act of the Divine will (Jer 1*, Jn lo 85 ) ; 
'J>) to hallow ethically, the human spirit or will 
being directly concerned ; (c) to realize the state 
of ethical devotion to the Divine in concrete con- 
duct (Jn 17 19 , Rev 22" ; cf. Mt 6 9 ). The second 
9 -use, ethical hallowing, has two subdivisions, viz. 
(i.) vicarious or sacrificial, e.g. He lO 10 -* 1 13", cf. 
z kl 10 u , Eph &*>, and (ii.) intrinsic, as in Jn 17"- '» 
cf. 1 P Ac 20** (26 18 ), 1 Co 6», lio 15»«. 

Intrinsic hallowing itself is either initial, as in 
1 Co 6", Ac 2tt« or mature, as in 1 Th 6 M . In all 
forms the determinative part is played by the 
Divine (Jn 10» 17"- ">, He 10 10 ), yet the human 
factor is fully recognized (Jn 17" iyi&fa ipavrbv, 
cf. iy rtfa* of man in Ja 4*, 1 P l*», Un 3*). The 
working out of these two, and the element of pro- 
cess involved, will appear in the detailed exposition 
of dyuurpAs which follows. 

A. 'Ayiaap6t : — • 

(I.) Its use outside the NT. 
(II.) Its NT usage. 

B. 8anctlficatlon as taught in the NT. 

By («) Christ. 

(b) St. Paul. 

(c) The Epistle to tha Hebrews. 
id) St. Peter. 

(«) St. John. 

C. Connected Summary. 

Literature. 

A. 'ATI AZMO'S.— (i.) Its use outside the NT.— The 
form of the word, indeed, suggests that emphasis 
should lie on the process involved. But its actual 
usage, which is perhaps exclusively Biblical and 
patristic, does not bear this out. . It is true that the 
LXX shows traces of the active sense ; as in Jg 17 8 , 
where A has &ytatrp$ ifylatra for dy id fovea -iiylaica of 
B ; Sir 7* 1 Bwxlav dyiaapav k. dvapxll* (' the sacrifice 
of hallowing' being parallel to 'first-fruits') ; Ezk 
45* tarai avrott (roit lepeveiv) rbros tls oTkovs &(pwpi<r- 
fUrovt T(J5 aytaaw abrwv ; 2 Mac 2' 7 rb pa<rl\tioi> k. 
rb lepdrevp* k. rbv dytaapJiv, the covenanted prerog- 
atives of Israel, and 14 83 ; ILyu ■wavrbs dyiaapav 
Kvpte, iiar-fipiyrov els alum dplawrov rbvSe rbv vpwripd- 
rus KtKaOtpianivov oIkov. But in Am 2 11 fXa/So* ix rS>v 
vlQiv i/tup els rpotp-^ras, K. iic r&v vtavlffKuv iip.Civ els 
ayiaaithv (? = ' a hallowed thing,' where the Heb. has 
4 for Nazirites '), the passive sense seems to prevail 
(cf. 3 Mac 2 18 rbv oIkov rod 6.yia<rfxov, ' the House of 
Sanctiflcation,' contrasted with idol-houses; per- 
haps also Sir 17 9 * 10 ' bvofta dyiao-pm) aMaovoiv, on the 
analogy of Mt 6 9 ayia<rd^ru rb 6ropA trov. So of 
Messiah it is said, in Ps-Sol 17»», that 'he shall 
cleanse Jerusalem with (a state of) sanctiflcation 
(^»- aytairMv), as it was even at the* first.' - Similarly 
in the earliest patristic usage; as in 1st Ep. of 
Clem. xxxv. 2, where, as gifts of God, are named 
fwij in idavaffla, \apvwpbrtis Iv SiKaioavrQ . . . 
tyupdreia iv ayia<r/x$, and xxx. 1, ayla (var. lec. 
iylov) o9» pepl* brrdpxovres voifawpjtv rd rod iyiavnov 
-rdvra, <pevyovres Kara\a\idi, /c.r.X. Hence the idea 
of sanctiflcation as a quality or state sometimes 
attaches to iyiacubs, even outside the NT ; • while 
in the NT it will be found to be the prevailing 
thought In one form or another. 

(ii.) Its NT usage. — In St Paul the word occurs 
eight times, in five distinct passages. In the 
earliest of these. 1 Th 4 s - *■ 7 , it means a state of 
practical or realized consecration to God's will, 
conduct conformed to the ideal attitude or stand- 
ing of the Christian, as 'in Christ' Such a state 
is the essence of God's will for man ; and it Is 

• Thus (Kcumenlus on 1 Th 8 U says. toSto dAif*i* aytturMot, 



defined, in one connexion, as the ' state of abstin- 
ence (dw/x«fr0 a O from fornication,' the ability of a 
man to possess (see art. Possess) his own vessel 
in a condition of hallowed ness and honour, in 
contrast to one of lustful passion. For ' God 
called us not on a basis of unchastity, but in (the 
status of) hallowedneas ' (ov . . . ixl dicadapala 
d\X' i» dyiaeiup). Similarly in 2 Th 2 18 he says 
that Christians were chosen of God ' in (the status 
of) hallowedness due to the Spirit, and faith based 
on the Truth ' (iv ay. xrei/xarot k. iclarei d\ij6ela$) — 
where none would doubt that ' faith ' means a 
state of soul. This divinely-determined state is 
set forth in other but kindred terms, as one 
wherein the soul is 4 sealed ' by the Holy Spirit 
(2 Co I s *, Eph l 18 ) as something devoted to God. 
This idea is adopted in 1 P V s , along with explicit 
mention of the objective or sacrificial basis of 
man's consecration, ' the blood of Christ ' — the 
aspect emphasized in Hebrews (9 10 - m- » ; cf. 2"). 
In another passage St Paul himself refers to this 
more objective side of the state of hallowedness, 
when, in 1 Co 1 8) . he calls Christ as crucified (v. M ) 
God's ' wisdom ' or secret as regards ' righteous- 
ness (justification) and sanctiflcation and redemp- 
tion.' Here the thought is not of sanctiflcation as 
a process, but as a status into which a man is 
brought by God's act on condition of faith ; as is 
seen from 1 Co 6 11 ' Ye were washed clean, ye 
were sanctified, ye were justified in (virtue of) the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, and in (virtue of) the 
Spirit of our God.' Every Christian as such has 
been put into a virtual or implicit state of cleansed- 
ness from his sinful past and consecration to God's 
holy ends, in the same experience of faith which 
ushers him into the state of justification. These 
are, indeed, but different aspects of one and the 
same spiritual fact, and are produced by the same 
Divine means, both objective and subjective. 

The like thought, under the different metaphors 
of death to sin and life unto God, corresponding to 
Christ' 8 cross and resurrection, reappears in Ro 6. 
' He that hath died hath been justified from sin 1 
(v. 7 ) ; 'be reckoning yourselves to be dead indeed 
unto sin (purification), but living unto God (con- 
secration) in Christ Jesus' (v. n ). So saying, St. 
Paul passes to the practical consequences of the 
new attitude to sin and to God implied in spiritual 
union with Christ on the part of the justified. 
Status or attitude of soul must express itself in 
moral habit. As formerly it had been lawlessness 
that had expressed itself through the man's actions, 
so now he is to let righteousness sway him, with 
a state of hallowed action as issue (els dyiaaplr, 
vv. 19 82 ). Accordingly, the same apostle teaches, 
in 1 11 2 16 , that an abiding 6tate of faith, love, 
and hallowedness of living must characterize the 
Christian. And the like is taught iu He 12 u , 
which alludes to the pursuit of peace with all men 
and of the holy habit of living (dyiaap.br) befitting 
fellowship with God. In all these ca. c es uo stress 
falls upon process as entering into the state in 
question ; though in some there is a suggestion of 
it, in the notion of habit or state to be realized in 
conduct. The idea is that of constant reaffirmation 
of the underlying attitude of consecration to God's 
will and ends. But, so far, there is no suggestion of 
progress ; rather of maintenance (see 1 Ti 2 1S ) of a 
sound attitude or condition. Progressive sanctifl- 
cation, a growth from less to more, •whether in 
purity or range, is not contemplated in the word 
dyiaapJ)s itself. Yet it is embraced in the scopej of 
apostolic teaching, as we see when we proceed to 
examine other references to the subject of the 
Christian life. 

B. SANCTIFICATION A8 TAUGHT IN THE NT. — 
(a) By Christ. — Christ's own teaching on this sub- 
ject is too ideal or timeless to yield definite results 
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as to the conditions imposed by human frailty upon 
the realization of Divine sonship. ' Ye shall be 
perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect ' ( Mt 5**), 
is the standard at once of obligation and possi- 
bility. But it stands, like the Mosaic precept of 
which it seems to be the equivalent. 4 Ye shall be 
holy, for I am holy ' (Dt 18 u ), unconditioned by any 
how or when. 

(6) St. Paul.— Accordingly it is to St. Paul, 
the great exponent of the gospel from the experi- 
mental or appropriative side, that we have to look 
for the fullest account of the matter. There is a 
state possible to Christians, corresponding to the 
ideal of their calling, in which they can be described 
as 'unblameable in holiness' (ifiinrrous iv ayiu- 
oiivj), and into which they may be brought by the 
grace of God in this life. Therein they stand 
hallowed through and through (6\oreXe«j), every 
part of their being (6X6k\ijpok to xvtOfta k. -ij ^vx^l * . 
t6 aCbfia) abiding by grace in a condition fit to bear 
the scrutiny of their Lord's presence without re- 
buke (Aiid/urrvt iv irapovtrlq. rod K v pLov iffiiv ' irjaov 
Hp. TTipijBtlii). Such is the teaching of 1 Th 3 13 i> a . 
The fidelity of God to His purpose in calling men 
to be Christians is pledged to this achievement 
(o'-«), though there is no definite time, as measured 
from the initial hallowing of the spirit in conver- 
sion, at which it must needs be accomplished. 
God, who begins the good work in the soul, also 
continues to work at its perfecting (iriTeXetv), right 
up to the day of Jesus Christ (l*h 1°); and yet, ere 
that day dawns, Christians may become already 
' pure in purpose (elXiicpiveti = Christ's KaOapoi tjj 
icaptl?) and void of offence,' and so remain 4 until 
the day of Christ ' (l 10 ). It is this state of realized 
sanctification of conduct or ' walk,' so as to ' please 
God,' that St. Paul has constantly in view in 
exhorting his converts to holy living (e.g. 1 Th 4>). 
This is what he means, at times, by his use of 
iytatrpAi. But the conception needs to be carefully 
guarded and explained by other aspects of his 
thought. Thus (1) it represents a growth in holi- 
ness rather than into holiness out of something 
else ; (2) it is conceived as realizable by a definitive 
act of faith — claiming and appropriating its right- 
ful experience by an act of will informed by the 
living energy of the Holy Spirit — rather than as 
the cumulative result of a slow, instinctive process 
after conversion ; (3) it is not the same as absolute 
moral perfection or consummation (reXtioOffffai) , 
but is rather the prerequisite to its more rapid and 
steady realization. 



(1) St. Paul (like the NT as a whole) bases the Christian life on 
an Initial and most radical hallowing of the spirit or Inmost 
seat of personality. Implicit In justifying faith; and It Is In 
consequence of this that the Christian Is styled ' regenerate.' 
Thus the prime spring of life Is renewed ; the root Impulse or 
attitude of the ego is changed and hallowed ; and so the wholo 
man can be regarded as virtually consecrated to God. The 
outward hallowing of the 'walk' or conduct proceeds on the 
basis and in the power of this hallowed 'Inner man' of the 
heart. From the first this ' Innor man ' enjoys the salraUon of 
which consecration to God's will and ends Is one aspect. But 
this salvation needs to work outwards, through the spheres of 
man's life more closely bound up with his sensuous nature and 
Its false egoism (<ropf) — the man as ^vvutoc, possessed of a num- 
ber of faculties not yet adjusted to God s ends, but often biassed 
rather towards selfhood. Tho whole man, spirit, soul, and 
body, has to be leavened. This Is what St. I'aul means when 
bidding the Pblllpplans 'work out' into realization («ot<p- 
y*£co8i) ' their own salvation,' a salvation already possessed In 
principle, relying upon the tn-working of God for ability so to 
do (Ph 2>*-). The end of such actualizing of the partly latent 
salvation Is the image of Christ, Just set forth in majestic and 
moving terms. Conformity to the Image of God's Son is the 
hope of the Christian's calling (Ro 6*9). that whereunto tends 
the Intercession of the Holy Spirit immanent In the human 
spirit (v.**'-). Not until this has been realized In fulness can 
sanctification become perfection : and St. Paul himself re- 
pudiates all claim to having attained to this (Ph 8»). Yet In the 
very same context ho ranges himself with the class of ' mature ' 
believers (rtfAcioi, 8 1 *), whose settled purpose it Is to reach that 
goal, and for whom the one great rule Is, 'walk according to 
the rail extent of your present Ideal, and nothing less.' In such 



persons, as in himself (1 Co 4«), ho assumes an habitual enjoy- 
ment of a good conscience, the absence of a sense of yielding to 
sin. Such is the sanctiilcation of Christian maturity, the type 
of life belonging to thoso already ' spiritual ' as distinguished 
from ' babes in Christ ' (1 Co 8'). The latter arc still largely de- 
termined by nature. In contrast to grace (trdpnicoi), by ' the 
flesh,' In its conflict with ' the Spirit ' (<7ap«i*oi, cf. Gal !> u ). 
They have not yet come to realize their own position, Its 
dangers, and the resources at hand In the Spirit, in obedience 
to whose impulse they are bidden consciously to walk (Gal !> w 
irpevfiart ntpiwartiTt xaX iwiOvniav oapicbt ov fiij r«Ac<ntr«). To 
such St. Paul aays In remonstrance: ' If It be to the Spirit that 
vou are fain to trace any true life you possess, why do ye not 
habitually walk In conscious reliance upon His promptings, but 
rather follow promiscuously the first Instinct— whatever that 
may be, whether of flesh or Spirit ? The principle of cither sort 
of action Is still within ; yet If you yield vourselves defini- 
tively to the Spirit, and wait on His Illumination, as He reveals 
the things of Christ, the flesh will be practically neutralized and 
not affect your walk, which shall then be ever " in the Spirit," 
relative to your degree of enlightenment' (Gal 5**- 1M "). 

(2) This conscious self-consecration to the Indwelling Spirit, to 
carry out God's will alone under His prompting, and so to bear 
only ' the fruit of the Spirit ' (Cal ), is set forth under various 
figures, but Is uniformly represented as a single act — whether 
of breaking definitely with sinful habits, or of self-devotion to 
the Divine sway. ' Let us (once for all) cleanse ourselves («af?a- 
piattiitv <avTot>t) from all pollution of flesh and spirit, perfecting 
holiness (iwiTtKoimt^iytvauftiv) In the fear of God ' (2 Co »')• 'I 
beseech you . . . to present (irapaorijcrai) your bodies a living 
sacrifice, hallowed, acceptable to God, as your spiritual service ; 
and undergo, not a process of conformity to this age, but of 
transformation In mental renewal, that ye may prove what the 
will of God Is— that good and acceptable and perfect will ' (Ro 
12 lf -). Here the process of gradual conformity to God's will Is 
represented as following upon a definite self-surrender. In which 
the virtual or Ideal relation to God, Implied In trustful accept- 
ance of Christ as ' righteousness and sanctification ' to the 
sinful soul, is consciously realized and reaffirmed. As united 
to Christ by faith, Christians had 'died to sin,' and their 'old 
man ' (old moral personality) was crucified with Him (Gal &*) 
and virtually 'put off'; colncldenUy they had been 'raised 
together with Christ,' in the power of a new moral personality, 
and had virtually 'put on the new man which Is in process of 
renewal unto full Insight after the Image of Him that created 
him ' (Ro e* >°. Col 8»-u. Kph •»*•«). But to this, their virtual 
state, many needed to be awakened. In order to put themselves 
consciously Into the line of the Divine will and working, and no 
longer Ignore the Holy Spirit's Inward striving to work out. 
In realized acts, the consecrated attitude of their Inmost being. 
And such awakening and real consecration— such arming for 
the fray — was rather a thing of definite decision (expressed by 
aorists, Ro 18>«, Col 1*-. Eph «»• >*•»•) than of vaguely pro- 
tracted process (expressed by presents). 

(8) But such definitive self-surrender Is no prelude to a life of 
effortless passivity. The true attitude once definitively assumed. 
It is to be reaffirmed in a lifelong process of conscious acts of 
obedience, the grounds, bearing, and Issues of which are now 
appreciated (Epn 6 10 - »). No longer will It be marked by fre- 
quent 'grieving of tho Spirit,' who has 'sealed' the soul for 
final redempUon, but by a ' tilling with the Spirit' (Kph 4»5'»). 
In such a process tho Christian Is 'consummating holiness' 
(innikitv aytuo-vKiji'), being hallowed In fresh ranges of his pow- 
ers, oven as Christ could say, ' For their sakes I hallow myself, 
that they themselves also may be hallowed by (the) truth ' (Jn 
IT 19 - "). Such hallowing has no necessary connexion with 
purification from sin, but only with realization of the possi- 
bilities of devotion to God's will In love. It was here that St. 
Paul felt himself not yet to hove attained or to hove been 
brought to perfection. 

(c) The Epistle to the Hebrews. — It was probably 
of this positive holiness, resulting from deepened 
consecration, that the writer to the Hebrews was 
thinking when he spoke of the Divine discipline 
of suffering as meant to issue in participation in 
the Father's holiness (12'°). But, on the whole, 
the objective aspect of sanctification, that of a 
true covenant-relation established by the offering 
of the Son's holy will in His life-blood, prevails in 
this Epistle. In it cleansing, consecration, and 
perfection* (9'»10 ,a »), all refer to the initial 
status of the believer (so Ac 20 18 , cf. 20 s8 ), as one 
of perfect access to the Father through the perfect 
sacrifice of the Mediator. The present participle, 
ol &yuit6iu*ot, does not refer to progressive sanc- 
tification, but expresses a constantly growing class, 
and so is equivalent to ol 4>toi (2" 10 u ). 

(d) St. Peter. — We have seen already how his 
use of if &yuurp.$ -rvttnaros refers to the initial 
consecration wrought and scaled by the Spirit. 
Similarly in 1 P 1* rdi uVvx&t bp&p qyvucdrtt ir rjj 

* He C* iw'i rijf rikti6rqra ^<pw^<0a Is only a seeming excep- 
tion ; for It refers to knowledge, not to personal character. 
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inraKOT/ tj;j iXrjBelat tit tpi\aSt\<plav ivvwbKpiTov, iic 
napSlat d\Xi}\oct iyaxfaart Ixrer&t, AvaytytvrijpJyoi, 
k.t.X., the perfect ipfmcbrei (like iiiaytytvrtini rot) 
4 refers back to the initial act of consecration, of 
which their acceptance of baptism was tiie out- 
ward sign. The working out of this . . . remained ' 
(Hort); and it is represented as something to be 
taken in hand once for all (aorist). With this 
accords the other pertinent passage, 1 P 1 ur , 
though it has but little theoretic significance. 
Hort lakes its imperative, 1 become ye holy ' (&yioi 
. . . ytrf)dj)Tt), to refer to manifestation, not to 
essence. The thought is, • show yourselves holy, 
as you are,' 'show forth in your converse with 
others the holiness that attaches to your standing 
as consecrated by the Spirit's touch.' So, too, in 
2 I'l * s believers are conceived to be, through the 
fulfilment of the precious promises of the gospel, 
' sharers in (the) Divine nature,' and separate or hal- 
lowed from the corruption of worldly desire. But 
progress is still requisite in order to ensure the 
final fruition of their calling and election. They 
are called diligently to add to their faith virtue, 
insight, self-control, patience, piety, brotherly 
affection, and, to crown all, love. These are re- 
garded as fruit, tokens of true knowledge of 
Christ. Their absence argues dull vision of things 
divine, and a forgetfulness of a man's initial 
cleansing from his old sins. Here the fact of 
progress in the experimental realization of the 
Divine life within is implied, but little or no 
theory of its rationale is given. Akin to this, in 
its practical point of view, seem the words in Kev 
22 n 6 Ayiot Ay«aa0i)r« frt : for parallelism with 
b SlKaios BiKaioavvTiv iroi-qraTw tri tends to fix its 
meaning as ' let the saint still (once more) act as 
a saint.' 

(e) St. John. — In St. John we meet the idea that 
the regenerate, in virtue of the Divine seed abiding 
In them, cannot sin habitually (1 Jn 3° 5 4 - I8 , cf. 3 C ). 
But a progressive purification of life, on the model 
of Christ's purity and as the conscience is en- 
lightened, is taught (irai 6 (x»» r^v ikrlSa rairijv 
tir' a&rifi hyvl^et iavrbv Kadibs iiceivos &yv6i ianv, 3 s ). 
It does not, however, seem to imply actual sin as 
a condition of purification: for St. John writes, 
that his readers may not fall into any single act 
of sin (tva m<? iniprijTe, 2 l ). If, then, a man walk 
in the light of a good conscience illumined by the 
gospel, it is possible to have unembarrassed fellow- 
ship with God, on the abiding basis of the cleansing 
effected by the atoning blood of Jesus (l 7 ) — and that 
in spite of the presence of sin as a latent force 
within the soul (l 9 anaprlav *x et ")- The initial 
consecration which brings free access (the wappti<rla 
Of He 10 w ) suffices to neutralize sin, in the sense 
of a nature prone to sin ; while the power of the 
Divine seed may avail, on condition of the will's 
abiding in Christ, to ward off actual sin, and that 
indefinitely. Meantime sanctification, in the sense 
of the effacing of old evil habits and self-consecra- 
tion to new forms of love, will go forward uninter- 
ruptedly on the model of Christ's purity (1 Jn 3 8 ). 

C. Connected Summary. — In Biblical religion, 
as elsewhere, the religious conception of holiness 
precedes the ethical; the idea of special relation 
to God and His service antedates the idea of 
intrinsic human goodness. The former is at first 
conceived as a matter of ritual duly performed, 
which places the worshipper in a state of objective 
sanctity. At a certain stage, however, the Divine 
will became defined in terms largely concerned with 
morality : henceforth the religious relation or state 
of holiness could be measured and tested by obedi- 
ence to such divinely sanctioned forms of human 
conduct. And as moral action was felt to derive 
its value from internal volition, religious holiness 
lost something of its strictly objective character, 



and became bound up with the subjective state cA 
man's heart or volition. This is the stage, roughly 
speaking, to which the prophets brought the idea 
of sanctification in Israel. As, moreover, any 
striking result in the direction of the Divine will 
was traced to the action of the Divine Spirit, 
the loyalty of heart found in Israel was traced to 
the Spirit of Holiness proceeding from Jehovah. 
It does not seem, however, that even in the 
prophets the piety and morality of the ordinary 
individual were directly traced back to the Spirit 
The first suggestion of this profound idea may be 
found in Ps 51, where the taking away of God's 
Holy Spirit seems to be regarded as precluding the 
possibility of the 'clean heart' or 'stedfast spirit,' 
for which the psalmist supplicates. Yet in one 
special instance, that of Messiah Himself, the 
spiritual qualities which mark His consecrated 
life are traced to the action of the Spirit of 
Jehovah, Is ll 3 . When we add that an ethical 
sense by this time attached to holiness in God, 
and was thence transferred to the holiness in- 
cumbent upon His worshippers ('Be ye holy, for 
I am holy '), we have already all the rudiments 
of a doctrine of sanctification such as emerges in 
the NT under the creative influence of Jesus the 
Christ. 

The decisive advance, whereby each individual 
is sealed as a hallowed member of God's new 
Israel, appears as early as St. Peter's address on 
the Day of Pentecost; and not long after, the 
same apostle sees in the gift of the Spirit to Gentile 
believers the token of their hallowing also unto 
God's kingdom. But there is little or no sign 
that any one before St Paul saw in the Spirit the 
very principle of the consecrated life in Christians, 
alike in its inception and in its development His 
thought here was bound up with another most dis- 
tinctive conception, viz. the mystical indwelling 
of Christ as the essence of the believer's life. How 
closely these twin ideas were related may be seen 
in the great passage, Kph 3 16 - 19 , in which he treats 
the strengthening of the inner man by the Holy 
Spirit as the condition of Christ's indwelling, in 
such wise that the believer is filled with His love, 
and so with the very fulness of God (cf. Jn 14-17). 
Here we notice, in passing, that the tenses em- 
ployed point to the possibility of such an experience 
being attained at a definite stage subsequent to 
conversion. It answers to that more conscious and 
deliberate self-surrender to God's sanctifying grace 
which we have already recognized, on its human 
side, in such passages as Ito 12'. But we observe in 
particular the fact that love seems to be to St. Paul 
(cf. 1 Co 13, Eph 1*, Col 3"), as to St John, the 
all-inclusive ethical equivalent of personal holiness, 
as a state well-pleasing unto God, and indeed parti- 
cipation in His own essential life ('unto all the 
fulness of God,' cf. 2 P 1«- J). 

Thus sanctification begins subjectively as faith 
(cf. Ac 20 18 }, or trustful self-abandonment to God's 
revealed will ; and ends as love. Attitude passes 
into character, the soul becoming assimilated to 
its object, the God to whom it is consecrated. 
This means that Justification, which involves 
regeneration, is implicit Sanctification ; and actual 
Sanctification means the subjective attitude of the 
justified become explicit in moral life. Of the 
relation between the Divine and human factors 
active in sanctification as a process the NT gives 
no formal theory — any more than in the case of 
Faith itself, on which Sanctification, no less than 
Justification, is made to turn. It, too, begins and 
ends in faith : St. Paul might well have written 
6 &yu>% iK wlartus pfaertu. But the reality of each 
factor is strongly affirmed. Man is urged to ' work 
out ' the grace within ; yet with an awful sense 
that God Himself is already at work, prompting 
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and animating, and so in utter reliance on His 
mighty initiative. A moral conflict there is, a 
struggle that taxes the nerves of the soul and ex- 
ercises all its vigilance ; but it is a conflict of faith 
(1 Ti tf u ), conducted in reliance upon Divine re- 
sources (Christ, and the Holy Spirit ever taking 
of His things and inspiring the soul), not in self- 
sufficiency (see Gal 2-° in contrast to Ro 10 2f - 7 7 -8 9 
8 J: ). The normal, and not only the intermittent, 
issue of such a conflict may be victory, and that 
without prescribed limit. Failure is due to imper- 
fection of receptivity, intermittent 'abiding. 1 Yet, 
where this is understood, failure but strengthens 
for fuller victory, by deepening the sense of de- 
pendence ; ' for when I am weak, then am I strong 

(2 Co ia»). 

Literati* re. — The general literature Is much the same as for 
Rkjrnrration, the sections In Mortensen's Dogmatic* being 
specially pood and suggestive. Much bearing on our topic i will 
also be found In books on the Holy Spirit, e.g. Kuyper, The Work 
of the Holy Spirit (Eng. MH. WI. nl works there cUed. 
Among older treatises, Marshall's Go»i>tl Mystery of StincUJica- 
tion (1690) Is a classic. The Methodist doctrine of Holiness as 
•Christian Perfection 1 or 'Perfect Love' has created quite a 
literature of Its own. And in recent times a large literature has 
arisen, devoted to the experimental side of the subject as placed 
In relief bv the so-called " Holiness Movement,' or which Perfec- 
tionism 1 is one special phase. But such literature is not, as a 
rule, marked by much exegetlcal precision, and is apt to confuse 
the Biblical and dogmatic standpoints. The most scholarly books 
of this tvpc are those of Prof. II. V. G. Motile of Cambridge, t.Q. 
Thought* on Chi Mian Sanctity and Outline* of < »«««"■* 
Doctrine. There is a pamphlet by J. A . Beet, entitled ' Holiness,- 
as understood bv tho Writers of the Bible ' (1SS0) which examines 
the passages bearing on Sanctlflcation in a careful and scholarly 
way But in few books, save formal Biblical Theologies Is 
sufficient account taken of tho standpoint and emphasis or the 
several Biblical writers, and In general of the psychological 
conditions Involved In reducing their experimental language to 
theory. J. BAETLhT. 

BANCTDARY. — The ideas underlying . -sanc- 
tuary,' a sacred or 'holy place' («V'7?, rV — the 
former, however, is rarely, the latter never, used 
in OT of the local sanctuaries, for which the 
Canaanite term •"•?? is regularly employed *), form 
part of the larger group of ideas associated with 
'holy,' 'holiness,' etc., which have been analyzed 
and discussed in their manifold applications in the 
article HOLINESS IN OT (vol. ii., see esp. p. 3JM>»). 
In dealing with early Semitic religion, the term 
'sanctuary' is used in a wider and a narrower 
application. On the one hand, the whole territory 
in which a particular deity is worshipped was in a 
sense his sanctuary; in this sense Canaan, 'J"'s 
land ' (Hob 9 s ), is also His house (8 l and a ' holy 
land ' (Zepll 3")- () n the ot,ier hand, in every such 
territory there were particular spots which were 
regarded as the favourite haunts of the god, at 
which he had manifested his power in the past, 
and was supposed to be still peculiarly accessible 
to his worshippers. Such primitive sanctuaries 
consisted of imposing natural objects— in particu- 
lar, mountains, springs of water with the fertile 
spots around them, a wide-spreading tree with 
the ground beneath its shade, or more arbitrarily 
selected spots associated with visible manifestations 
of the deity (theophanies). When the Hebrews 
entered Palestine they found the land thickly 
studded with such local sanctuaries, each of them 
a centre of Canaanite worship. As the country 
gradually came under their control, its sacred places 
became ipso facto sanctuaries of the national God, 
Jahweh. Only a few typical examples can be men- 
tioned here.t reference being made once for all to 
the special articles on the places named. 



* That ' sanctnarv ' (mflhMaM and ' high place ' iMmttl are 
synonymous In the older literature Is evident from Am i and 
Is 1612. Cf. Enk 202% where ' high hill ' also appears as a syno- 

"TA^Oermin^holnr. Frelherr von Gall has recently Invest!- 
gated over one hundred. K. and W. of the -Ionian In Ms 
monograph on ancient Israelite sanctuaries (Alturael. halt- 
itutten, 1898). 



(a) Comparatively limited in number are the instances where 
upringt and icelis are attested as the sites of sanctuaries in our 
extant literature. The t*st known are the andont sanctuary ol 
Hcbimubba, associated by tradition with Abraham (On 2131) n „d 
Isaac (26S8), and retaining its sanctity to a late date (see below) ; 
K ad Kan (tPTP 'holy place'), also named En-mlshpat or Judgment- 
spring (1-47). and BrRR-lauai-roi (167. M). Gihon. the modern 
Virgin's fountain, on the west side of the Kldron ravine, was 
the site of Solomon's consecration, and therefore a sanctuary of 
repute (1 K 13S. 89) ; his rival Adonljah assembled his friends by 
another sacred 8|>ot, ' the Serpent stone ' (Zunelmu), which was 
by En-rogel, the fuller's spring (1 K 19). 

ib) More numerous were the sacred trees, which played an 
Important part In the religion of the heathen Semites, and are 
still objects or veneration among tho fellahln or Syria, as the 
pieces or cloth hung on their branches and the fragments or 
broken potterv underneath amply testify. Abraham a Bret altar 
on the soil of Canaan was raised beneath the shade of the 
terebinth or Mown (On 12«-7 It Vm) at 'the place or bhechem, 
an eloquent witness to tho extreme antiquity or this oracular 
sanctuary. Here were hurled the objectionable Images Of 
Jacob's household (*M) : and the some tree, no doubt. Is associ- 
ated with Joshua (Jos 24»-) and Abimclech (Jg l«>. Of equal 
antiquity was another sanctuary, the terebinths or Mamrr at 
Hebron '(Gn 1318). These tree-sanctuaries. Indeed, figure with 
peculiar frequency in the legends or the |>atriarchs-a fact which 
is to bo interpreted as Implying their existence long before the 
Hebrew conquest. Besides those already noted at Shechem 
and Hebron, others are found at Becrsheba (On SIM), at a snot 
near Bethel (868). and. from a later period, at Ophrnh (Jg 
The fact that justice was uniformly dispensed under religious 
sanction and protection Implies the presence or a sanctuary Bt 
the palm or Deborah (Jg<*)-by several recent scholars Identi- 
fied with the ' oak or weeping' (see Ai.lon-Bacctii) of Gn ».-»- 
and at Olbeah, where, according to the better Greek text, Saul 
sat under the tamarisk 'at the high place' (see p. 19t«> note), 
apparently to administer justice, tinder the monarchy. Indeed, 
these tree-sanctuaries were multiplied Indefinitely, as we learn 
from the vigorous polemics or the later prophets against the 
•altars upon every Vilgh hill. In all the tops of the mountains, 
and under every green tree and under every thick oak. the p nee 
where they did offer sweet savour to oil their Idols ( hxk M», 
cf l)t 188, Jer 2» and olten. Is 67*).* For the sacred pole or 
'asherah, which some authorities regard as a substitute for the 
livmg tree, seo Aiwekaii, vol. I. p. lo5. _ 

<<•) Tho special sanctity or mountain* and high hill* was u 
widespread belief; not confined to the Semites, In the ancient 
world. The earliest sanctuary of which we have any historical, 
as distinguished from U-gendnry, record In Ol Is the mountain 
sanctuary of Horkb-Sinai, ' the mountain of God IK 
11,8). IIUMUX, as Its name Implies, was Invested with similar 
sanctltv. Within the limits of Canaan the names or Carmri. 
(1 K lKl9ff.), the opposing peaks or Eiiai. and Gerikim, Iauou 
(Hos N), and the Mt. or Ouvbs (2 S 1£82> at once suggest them- 
selves. These, after all. are Insignificant In number compared 
with the Innumerable ' high places • or MmmA with which the 
land was studded (see High Place, vol. H. p. 8s 1, for ample reff.). 
Down to the 7th cent. B.c. tbo religious customs or the Hebrews 
required that every town and village should hove Its local 
sanctuary, just as In Christian lands even- parish has Its church. 
From the interesting narrative 1 S MM 1W we learn that these 
sanctuaries were situated on the nearest commanding eminence. 
Where no such eminence was available, the sanctuary, it has 
been supposed, was erected upon on artificial mound (cf. Jer. ,ai, 
2 K 179). The usual tvpe, however, or the artificial sanctuary, 
that Is. a sanctuary created by human hands to mark tho sile oi 
a special Divine manifestation, was tho sacred pillar or tnatzttmh 
or the sacred stone circle or cromlech (see, for details. 

Pillar, vol. HI., and cf. Altar, vol. 1. p. 75). 

Several of the above-mentioned sanctuaries had 
a more than local reputation. - Those of greatest 
repute in the Northern Kingdom were Bethel, the 
chief 'royal sanctuary' (*£.? AV 'the king's 

chapel,' Am 7 18 ), with its companion sanctuary 
Dan ; Gilgal (Am 4*. Hos 4 15 etc.); and the far dis- 
tant Beersheba (Am f> 5 8 14 ) . A favourite sanctuary 
was at Gibeon, 'the great high place' (1 K 8 W ], 
where Solomon's inaugural sacrifices were offered 
In the period from the conquest to the building of 
the temple, the presence of the ark gave a special 
sanctity to the place of its location. Thus there 
can be no doubt that SlULOH was the principal 
sanctuary in the time of the judges; a special 
temple C??) was built for the greater safety of the 
ark, with the house of Eli as its ministrant priests. 
Hence the annual religious festival at Shiloh wa * 
one of exceptional importance (Jg 21 w , l b 1 4! ). 
Whether the important sanctuary at NOB was 
contemporary with that at Shiloh is uncertain; 



* We do not Include here the graves of the Hebrew patriarchs 
and heroes, since It Is still n moot point to what extent, ir at 
all, these were places or worship for their descendants. 
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the first mention of it occurs after the destruction 
of the latter (I S 21 1<r -), but this may be accidental. 
All the sacred places of the South, however, were 
soon eclipsed by the royal sanctuary at Jerusalem, 
raised on the spot consecrated by the theophany 
at the threshing - floor of Araunah (2 S 24' 8 - 
2Ch3 1 ). 

Round these ancient shrines centred the religious 
life of the Hebrews in early times. Hither they 
Hocked as the annual festivals came round, at the 
recurring new moons and sabbaths, to otter their 
tithes, their first-fruits, and their sacrifices. Un- 
fortunately, we can only partially reconstruct either 
the equipment of these sanctuaries or the cere- 
monies which characterized the worship of an- 
tiquity, with its sacrificial meal and the joyous 
intercourse of the sacral community. \Vithout 
unnecessarily repeating the facts already given in 
the article HIGH PLACK (§ iv. vol. ii. p. 382), we 
may note the indispensable altar with its almost 
universal adjuncts, the sacred pillar (ma?zebah) and 
the sacred pole ('asherah), the hall (n??V 1 S 9 s2 ) or 
halls in which the sacrificial feast was held, a 
temple or shrine (ntop n'3 1 K 12 s1 and elsewhere) 
for the protection of the sacred images which 
formed part of the equipment of some sanctuaries 
at least, such as the mysterious Ephod and the 
almost equally mysterious TERAPHIM (see commen- 
taries on Hos 3*). 




plax op man placb, pets a. 

The recent discovery of what must have been the royal 
sanctuary of Edom, close to the ruins of Petra, affords very 
material aid in the reconstruction above desiderated. Near the 
summit of a mountain overlooking Petra* were found tworock- 

* The following is based on an article by Professor Robinson 
of Chicago (who, though not the first to visit the site, was the 
first to realize its importance, April 1900\ entitled 'The High 
Place at Petra in Edom,' in the BHUieal World, Jan. 1901 ; and 
on an earlier article bv Professor Ives Curtiss (who visited the 
rite in July 1900) in PEFSt, Oct. 1900. 



cut 4 obelisk-like columns,' about 18 ft. in height, and sou* 
100 ft- apart, clearly the mazzibahM of OT. On the actual 
summit was a large court. 47 ft. by 20, hewn in the rock to 
the depth in parts of 18 in., and approached from below by 
a stair cut in the rock. Near the centre of the court sufficient 
rock has been left to form a raised platform 6 ft. by 2J, and 
4 in. in height. It has been suggested that here the wor- 
shipper stood whose victim was being offered, the rest of the 
worshippers standing in the surrounding court. On the west 
of the latter, facing the raised platform, stands the altar, 9 ft. 
by 0, in height 3 ft., cut free on all sides from the surrounding 
rock, and furnished on the side towards the court with a short 
flight of four steps. On the topmost step, which is considerably 
the largest, stood the officiating priest. In the centre of the 
upper surface of the altar a rectangular depression has been 
hewn out to serve as the altar-hearth. Immediately to the 
south of the altar, and approached from it by steps, the rock 
presents a flat surface with two large ' circular and concentric ' 
cups hewn out with vertical sides, the larger 3 ft. 10 in., the 
smaller 1 ft. 5 in. in diameter. Here the sacrifices may have 
been prepared, as a conduit leading from the lower cup seems 
to have, served to carry away the blood of the victims. For 
further details reference must be made to the articles cited, 
both of which are illustrated by photographs and drawings. 

From the time when the Hebrews served them- 
selves heirs to the sanctuaries of Canaan, the 
worship of J" was there celebrated for several 
centuries with the full approval of Israel's religious 
guides (see 1 S 7", 1 K 3* 18 s0 and oft. ). Such local 
worship is alone contemplated in the oldest Hebrew 
legislation (' in every place where I record ray name 
I will come unto thee and I will bless thee,' Ex 20"). 
But by this multiplicity of sanctuaries the religion 
of J" was exposed to two great dangers, against 
which the prophets of the 8th century repeatedly 
utter the most solemn warnings. In the first 
place, there was an ever-increasing admixture of 
heathen Canaanite elements with the purer and 
more spiritual elements of the true Hebrew cultus, 
until Hosea could truthfully declare that the 
worship of J" had practically degenerated into 
idolatry (13-) and its rainistrants into idol-priests 
(see ClIEMARIM). In the second place, the native 
religion, with its multiplicity of local Baalim, 
exerted a baneful influence on the Mosaic doctrine 
of the unity of J". The Northern Kingdom came 
to an end before a reformation could be effected. 
In the South, thanks to the unique position of its 
royal sanctuary and the comparative purity of the 
cultus as there practised, this twofold danger was 
not felt to quite the same extent. Yet the de- 
struction of Samaria, the strongest possible proof 
of the Divine commission of her prophets, could 
not fail to make a profound impression on the best 
religions spirits of the South, while, at the same 
time, the greatly enhanced importance of the 
temple at Jerusalem would gradually tend to 
diminish the popularity and prestige of the local 
sanctuaries. Whether Hezekiah really made the 
attempt at centralization with which he is credited 
(2 K IS 4 ) must be left an open question. The 
reform, at the best, was shortlived. Not till the 
far-reaching reformation of Josiah, under the im- 
mediate inspiration of Deuteronomy (B.C. 622-621), 
were effective measures taken for the destruction 
of the local sanctuaries and the deportation of their 
priests to Jerusalem (2 K 23). The losses as well 
as the gains of so drastic a measure of reform have 
been set forth under the article High Place (with 
which compare DEUTERONOMY, Josiah). In the 
Priestly document (P) the battle has long been 
won, and scarcely an echo remains. The law and 
practice of one central sanctuary are transferred to 
the period of the desert wanderings (see Taber- 
nacle), an unhistorical presentation of the religious 
history of the Hebrews which dominates the whole 
subsequent literature, and has prevailed to our 
own day. 

In what has been said up to this point, the 
purely religious aspect of the ancient sanctuaries 
has been properly kept in the foreground. But, in 
early times at least, these sanctuaries were also 
the seats of justice (84fut), of which their priests 
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were the administrators. In general, where the 
consuetudinary law of the clan or tribe proved 
inadequate, a fresh torah or Divine and authorita- 
tive decision was sought from J "'3 representatives 
at the nearest sanctuary of repute. The extant 
law-codes, further, make provision for the inter- 
position in specified cases of the priests of the local 
sanctuaries in their judicial capacity — whence 
their peculiar title Elohim (see O'rh* in Oxf. Heb. 
Lex.), though some of the passages in question 
(Ex. 21 8 22<* [Heb. »•] ; cf. 18 Wff , 1 S 2 a ) are of 
doubtful interpretation. More explicit are the 
recommendations of Deut. regulating the procedure 
of the supreme court at the central sanctuary 
(Dt 17*). Passing from the law-codes to the 
history, we find, as has been pointed out above, 
repeated evidence of the leaders of the people 
dispensing justice at the various sanctuaries, e.g. 
Moses at En-mishpat or Kadesh (see Law in OT, 
vol. iii. p. 67"), Deborah, Samuel, — whose circuit 
included Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah, all notable 
sanctuaries (1 S 7 lfl ), — and Saul (reff. above). 

Every primitive sanctuary, further, in virtue of 
its inviolability as the abode of deity, was an 
asylum or place of refuge. This right of asylum 
is expressly recognized in the oldest legislation, 
only cases of premeditated murder being excluded 
(Ex 21 1S - M ; see GoEL, vol. ii. p. 223 f. ; ALTAR, 
vol. i. p. 77*). The later institution of cities of 
refuge (see Refuge) was the necessary corollary 
of the destruction of the local sanctuaries. 

For the so-called 'shekel of the sanctuary,' see 
Money (vol. iii. p. 422). A. K. S. Kennedy. 

BAND (Sin imioi) consists of an aggregate of 
incoherent grains of silex, generally mixed with 
others of different mineral substances, such as 
mica, felspar, and gems. It was a familiar object 
with writers of the Bible, and is therefore used 
emblematically, the expression ' as the sand which 
is by the seashore ' being found in several passages 
Gn 22", Jos ll 4 , 1 S 13 s , 1 K 4» etc). The refer- 
ence is to the line of sandhills along the coast 
of the Mediterranean (see SEA (GREAT)) and 
Lower Egypt (Ex 2"). 

In the following passages the word is used to 
represent — (1) Numberlessness, vastness: the de- 
scendant* of Abraham (Gn 22", Jer 33 a , Ho 9», 
Hell 1 *); the store of corn gathered by Joseph 
in Egypt (Gn 41**) ; the nations of Canaan (Jos 
11*) ; the Philistines (1 S 13 s ) ; the Israelites (2 S 
17", 1 K 4 30 , Is 10^ 48">) ; the captives of the 
Chaldaeans (Hab l 9 ) ; Solomon's largeness of heart, 
i.e. wisdom (1 K 4 s [Heb. 6 9 ]) ; (2) heaviness (Job 
8 s , Pr 27 s ) ; (3) an insecure foundation (Mt 7 s6 ). 

E. Hull. 

SANDAL. — See Dress, vol. i. p. 627. 

SAND FLIES (BVm of Ex 8" and Wis 19»»).— 
See Lice. 

SAND LIZARD. — See Snail. 

••SANHEDRIN. — 

I. The name and Its history. 

II. Origin and history of the Institution, 
iii. Place of meeting. 

Iv. Composition, and qualifications for membership, 
v. The president. 
tI. Functions and procedure. 
Til. Latest history. 

Literature. 

i. The Name and its H istoby.— Sanhedrin 
(i.e. awtbpiov) was the name applied to the highest 
court of justice and supreme council at Jerusalem, 
and in a wider sense also to lower courts of justice. 
In the Jewish tradition-literature this designation, 
borrowed from the Greek, alternates with the post- 
biblical Heb. pi n'3 Aram, wn <3. The Hebrew- 

"Copvrfjkt. 1904 by 



Aramaic form ?*T?\?ip (we find also the punctuation 
PTJCVF) sprang from the Greek word, the aspiration 
of the second vowel (from tdpa) becoming audible 
and being transcribed with n. The ending -to* 
was pronounced as a monosyllable, with elision 
of the 0, as in other words with the same ending 
(cf. paSo — wa\dnop, i.e. palatium). The word, how- 
ever, is found written also without n (see Levy, 
Worterb. z. den Targumim, ii. 175; NHWB iii. 
5536). From p-vtnjo, which sounded like a Semitic 
plural, there was even formed a sing, form TJv®» 
which is met with not infrequently. Both forms 
were treated as feminines. From '"^J? was formed 
the plur. nnn-njo. 

Owing to the character of the ancient traditions 
embodied in the Talmudic literature, it cannot be 
gathered from these when the employment of the 
Greek word began. In the halachic tradition it 
makes its appearance as completely naturalized 
and belonging to the ancient vocabulary of this 
tradition. The first historical statement in which 
Josephus employs the word avriSput* has regard to 
the procedure of the Hoinan governor of Syria, 
Gabinius, who abrogated the constitution of the 
country of the Jews, and divided the latter into 
five districts, each with a synedrion at its head 
(Ant. XIV. v. 4). One of these synedria had its 
seat at Jerusalem, and was of exactly the same 
rank as the others. But it is not likely that the 
name first took root on this occasion (B.C. 67), and 
in consequence of the action of Gabinius. For 
if the term was first employed in his decree 
degrading the supreme council of Jerusalem, it 
would surely not have been retained when, a few 
years afterwards, the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem re- 
gained its dignity ; nor, if it had had so hateful an 
origin, would it have gained the popularity which 
is conspicuous in its employment in the national 
tradition, and especially in that connected with 
religious legislation. But a direct proof of the 
earlier origin of our loan-word may be drawn from 
the Alexandrian translation of the OT. In the 
LXX version of the Book of Proverbs awihpiop is 
used pretty frequently : so in 15 17 to reproduce 1 D 
in the sense of 'deliberative assembly' (cf. also 
11»» and 3*2, likewise Jer 15"). In 2d* 8 "jnpa is ren- 
dered by i» (TvrtSplon. But specially striking are 
the renderings of 22 10 and SI**. In the former of 
these passages the translator read pi rva as«i for 
jn n33»M, and rendered accordingly &r*v yhp naOUru 
if aurtSplip, where, however, awtbpiov is, as in the 
language of the Palestinian schools, equivalent to 
PI no. In the other passage the second half of the 
verse is rendered tivIko. &v KaOlvri iv aweSpltp perk 
tQv ytpbrrwv Karo'iKiav r9js yrjt. The addition iv 
ffvwtSplt? is plainly occasioned by the mention of 
the 'elders' of the land, for the members of the 
Sanhedrin are called (xpttrfMrepoi), and the 

Sanhedrin itself (see below) also bears the title 
ytpovala. — Now we do not know when the Book 
of Proverbs was translated into Greek, but in all 
probability it is included among the 'other books,' 
besides the Pentateuch and the Prophets, whose 
translation into Greek is mentioned in the Prologue 
to Sirach. In that case the Greek translation of 
Proverbs would have been in existence as early as 
B.C. 130, and awiipiov had been then for a long 
time the common property of the Jewish school 
speech, into which it must have found its way at 
the era of the Graeco-Syrian supremacy. 

ii. ORIGIN AND HISTORY OK THE INSTITUTION. 
— 1. It might be assumed beforehand that the 
institution which received the Greek title awiSpiov 
in the 2nd cent. B.C. had also an existence of 
some kind during the earlier centuries of the 
second temple. It has been suggested that the 
Great Synagogue (nSmn ran), which in the 
school tradition (see Aboth i. 1) forms the connect- 
Charlet Srtfmer"* Sutu 
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ing link between the last of the Prophets and the 
first teachers of the Law who are named in the 
Greek period, was nothing else than the supreme 
council of Jerusalem, afterwards called the San- 
hedrin. But it is to be noted as a fact that the 
school tradition itself understands by rrwjn nojj 
not an institution persisting for centuries, but 
that extremely important assembly held under 
Ezra and Nehemiah (Neh 8-10), which was called 
the 'great,' just as 1 Mac 14 48 gives the name 
o-veaywyr) peydX-q to the assembly which nominated 
Simon hereditary prince and high priest. Of 
course it is possible that the supreme council of 
Jerusalem was thought of as the continuation of 
that great assembly, or, rather, that the great 
assembly was thought of as the supreme council, 
the Sanhediin of the period between the last of 
the Prophets and the beginning of the Greek 
domination. Such a conception would make its 
way all the more readily, seeing that later tradi- 
tion contracted this period to a few decades. It 
would also explain the circumstance that in the 
Roll of Fasts (Megillat Taanith) the Sanhedrin is 
called ms^ja (=r>D);) in the passage cited below. 
An actual trace of the highest court of justice as 
it existed in Jerusalem at the close of the Persian 
period should perhaps be discovered in the de- 
scription of the college of judges which, according 
to 2 Ch 19 8 , king Jehoshaphat instituted at Jeru- 
salem, and whose functions are specified, having 
regard to l)t \7*. In this description the Chronicler 
had before his mind's eye the institution as it 
existed in Jerusalem in his own day. 

2. In the records relating to the Greek period 
we find the supreme council of Jerusalem bearing 
the designation ytpoval*. It is so named by 
Antiochus the Great (c. 200 B.C.) at the head of 
the leading classes of the Jews who are freed from 
all imposts and taxes (Jos. Ant. XII. iii. 3V 
Antiochus v., in a letter to the Jewish people 
(B.C. 1 161), offers greetings ytpovalq. r&w 'lovSaluv 
(2 Mac IV), Elsewhere, too, in the narratives of 
the Maccabaean era there is mention of the yepowrla, 
or we find the first place assigned to the ' elders ' 
(ol rpe<r/3i}T«poi) of Israel (cf. Schlirer, GJV* ii. 192 
[H/PU. i. 167]). In the Talmudic tradition the 
Sanhedrin of ' the Hasmonsean period is called 
'Mjracn Ve> no 'house of justice of the Has- 
monceans' (Abnda zara 366; Sanked. 82a). Its 
history coincides partially with the history of the 
conflicts between the Pharisees and Sadducees. 
When John Hyrcanus, towards the end of his 
reign, shook himself loose from the Pharisees and 
declared their enactments to be without force (Jos. 
Ant. XVI. xi. 1), he is not likely to have accom- 
plished this without having expelled the Pharisaic 
members from the Sanhedrin. There came thus 
into being a ' Sadducean Sanhedrin'^pm "?8» jmnjo; 
cf. vprvt "?s> pi n»a of Bab. Sanhed. 626), as it is called 
in a valuable tradition preserved in § 10 of the Roll 
of Fasts (Meg Mat Taanith) which is of importance 
for the history of the Sanhedrin. Here it is said 
that on the 28th of the month Tebet : S? K.-ie»j3 
hv, i.e. ' the assembly constituted itself according 
to the law,' or 'the assembly sat for judgment.' 
According to the accompanying gloss, which rests 
beyond doubt on historical tradition, this event, 
whose memory was thus perpetuated by an anni- 
versary, took place in the reign of Janmeus, and 
consisted in the expulsion of the Sadducean 
members from the Sanhedrin, and in the constitu- 
tion of a new Sanhedrin, whose deliberations were 
conducted on Pharisaic principles, under the 
leadership of Simon ben Shetach. But this victory 
of the Pharisees was soon followed by the bitterest 
conflicts, between them and Alexander Janmeus, 
and by the consequent supremacy of the Sadducees 
in the Sanhedrin, which, however, had to yield 



in turn to that of the Pharisees under Jannseus* 
successor Salome Alexandra. 

In the brothers' quarrel amongst the sons of 
Alexandra, the Sanhedrin must again have played 
its rdle. This strife led to the intervention of 
Rome, and not long afterwards to the above- 
mentioned degradation of the Sanhedrin by Ga- 
binius. This degradation, however, was only 
transient, and soon we find the Sanhedrin sitting 
in judgment upon Herod the young son of Anti- 
pater (Ant. XIV. ix. 4). This memorable judicial 
sitting was destined to be fateful for the San- 
hedrin, those who took part in it falling victims to 
tile bloody revenge of Herod when he came to 
power (ib.). The institution itself Herod allowed 
to continue. He even utilized the Sanhedrin to 
get sentence of death passed upon the aged Hyr- 
canus (Ant. xv. vi. 3). 

3. During the period of the Roman procurators, 
which was interrupted for a few years (A.D. 41-44) 
by the reign of Agrippa I., the Sanhedrin continued 
to be the supreme authority of the Jewish people. 
It appears as such in the NT narratives of the 
trial of Jesus (Mt 26", Mk 14" 16», Lk 22", .In 11"), 
as well as on other occasions in the early days of 
Christianity (Ac 4' 4 6*» 6 12ff 22» 23»* 24*). Jesus 
Himself once (Mt 6 s ) names the Sanhedrin as the 
tribunal called on to give judgment in the case of 
capital offences. In Josephus' record of the events 
that occurred in the times of the last procurators 
and during the war against Rome, the Sanhedrin 
is mentioned sometimes as vwi&pwv and sometimes 
as fiov\-fi. Or he speaks, as is almost his uniform 
practice in his autobiography, of the k<hs>6j> tup 
lepoTo\vfurQi> ( Vita 12. 13. 38. 49. 70), or, shortly, 
rb Kotrir (ib. 62. 60), meaning by this especially the 
Sanhedrin. It was the latter that during the first 
years of the war with Rome guided affairs and 
organized the struggle. But when the Zealots 
seized the reins of power in the besieged Jeru- 
salem, they no doubt put the Sanhedrin aside. 
In order to procure a sentence of death upon a 
man who had incurred their displeasure, the 
Zealots assembled ad hoc a tribunal of 70, in which 
Josephus (BJ IV. v. 4) sees a caricature of the 
regular court. Amongst the traditions relating 
to the melancholy events connected with the fall 
of the Jewish State, we read not only of the 
destruction of the Temple but of the ' cessation of 
the Sanhedrin ' ( Sota ix. end ; Echa rabbathi on 
La 6 16 ). ' With it,' we are told, ' ceased the joyous 
song of the feasts.' 

4. As the Jewish people itself, immediately after 
the destruction of Jerusalem, began a new life in 
Palestine under new conditions, so also the Sanhed- 
rin of Jerusalem experienced a kind of resurrec- 
tion. At Jabneh (Janinia) an assembly of teachers 
of the Law constituted itself and regarded itself 
as the continuation of the Great Sanhedrin. In 
the first instance a university or academy, but 
then an assembly which deliberated, which inter- 
preted the laws of the Jewish religion, and thus 
became really a legislative and judicial body, — this 
new Sanhedrin, as constituted at Jamnia, had 
many points of close contact with the old council 
of Jerusalem. And when Jamnia ceased to be the 
central point of Jewish scribism, the Sanhedrin 
migrated — so the tradition expressed it (Both 
hashana 31a 6, upon the authority of R. Jochanan, 
t 279)— to other places, till it settled down at 
Tiberias. This notion of the persistence of the 
Sanhedrin even after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and of its continuance in the high schools of 
Palestine, has largely influenced the traditions 
about the Sanhedrin. What was true of the new 
institution was transferred to the ancient one, and 
the historical picture of the latter was thus 
essentially changed. Yet it may be assumed, on 
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the other hand, that faithful adherence to tradi- 
tion about the ancient Sanhedriu secured the 
retention in the new body of many peculiarities 
of the institution as it had existed in its last 
decades. In this way even the statements about 
the Sanhedriu preserved in Taunaite tradition and 
in halachic theory may be treated as historical 
evidence. It is hard, to be sure, to bring this 
evidence into harmony with the statements of 
Josephus and the NT, but all the same it is to 
these first-named witnesses that we owe our 
acquaintance with most of the features in the 
picture we are to draw of the character and 
activity of the Sanhedrin. 

5. In distinction from the lesser courts of justice 
which were found in all the cities of the Jews' 
country, the Sanhedrin at Jerusalem was called 
the Great Sanhedrin (nSm pnnjD or nSm mnjo, the 
same as *?nj pi P'3). The Mishna (Sanhed. i. 6) 
says on this point: 'There was a great Sanhedrin 
of 71 members and a little Sanhedrin of 23.' 
According to the Taunaite Jose b. Chalaftha, well 
known as a chrouologist and a source of historical 
information, there were in Jerusalem itself, besides 
the Great Sanhedrin, other two little synedria. 
This statement, which is coupled with informa- 
tion about the activity of the Sanhedrin (Tosefta, 
Chagiga ii. 9, and Sanhed. vii. 1 ; Jerus. Sanhed. 
19c ; Bab. Sanhed. 886), agrees with the anonymous 
statement of the Mishna (Sanhed. xL 2) and the 
Sifre (on I)t 17 8 § 152). 

iii. Place ok Meeting.— Theseats of the two 
lesser courts of justice of Jerusalem are specified 
in the above passages as, respectively, ' the entrance 
of the Temple mount ' [in one version • the Temple 
mount'], and 'the entrance of the Temple court' 

f in one version 'of the Chel,' Middoth ii. 8]. The 
egend of the destruction of Jerusalem (Ecka 
rab. Prooem. n. 2:1, ib. on La 2 J and 4 1! ; Kohel. 
rab. on Ec S M ; Bab. liitlin bib) also speaks of the 
great and the little Sanhedrin. — As the seat of 
the Great Sanhedrin, the Taunaite tradition (be- 
sides the above-cited passages, see Mishna, Peah 
ii. 0, Eduyoth vii. 4) names 'the Hall of Hewn 
Stone' (ri'ijn rorS), which, according to Middoth 
v. 4, was on the south side of the great court. 
This hall served the priests also for the disposing 
by lot of their functions (Mishna, Tamid ii. end; 
Tosefta, Yoma ii. 10; Bab. Yoma 2oa), and as 
the place for the recitation of the Shema' (Tumid 
iv. end). 

According to a baraitha of the Bab: Talmud ( Yoma 25a) tho 
'Hall of Hewn Stone' was In the form of a 'great basilica. 1 
But this statement may have arisen from tho description of the 
basilica at Alexandria In which the Sanhedrin there held Its 
sittings (Tos. Snlclca Iv. 6; Bab. Sukka &%). Abayi, a Bab. 
A mora of the -Mi cent.. Inferred from the statements about the 
use of the Hall of Hewn Btone, that the latter lay half on sacred 
ground and half outside it. In any case the Hall must be 
thought of as within the Temple area, and the view of Schurer 
(OJ V» H. 811) that nW means the (varot and WW P3tfS the 
hall by the Xyilut, and that the latter is Identical with the 
0ovAi) mentioned by Josephus (BJ v. iv. 2), cannot hold ground. 
Josephus gives In this passage the situation of the place wliero 
the •council' (Sanhedrin) held Its sittings during the last years 
of the Jewish State. But, according to a tradition which is to 
be regarded as In Its kernel true, during the last years of 
Jerusalem the sittings of the Sanhedrin were no longer held In 
the Hall of Hewn Stone, nut were removed from It to a place 
called the ' trade hall ' (P*jn, tar. lee. plur. Pl'Wl ' trade halls '), 
and from there again to ' Jerusalem' (Shabbath 15a; Jioxh 
httnhann 31a ; Sanhed. 41a ; Ahoda turn sM. According to 
this authority the last sltUngs of the Sanhedrin wero held, 
outside the Temple area, in the city itself, and it is to this 
situation that Josephus' words about the SovAi} in the neigh- 
bourhood of the ( w<rro* refer. 

iv. Composition of the Court. — 1. The Great 
Sanhedrin consisted, according to the above-cited 
testimony of the Mishna, of 71 members. It is 
called on that account iron oysv Se> prnjo ( Shebuoth 
ii. 2). or mm O'jar pi n»a (Jose b. Chalaftha, I.e. ; 
cf. also Mishna, Sanhed. i. 5; Tos. Sanhcd. iii. 4). 



The derivation of this number from that of the 70 
elders of Nu ll w , which with Moses amounted to 71, 
appears to be old (Mishna, Sanhed. i. ; SifrS on 
Numbers, § 92). It Ls questionable whether it was 
this derivation that determined the number of 
members, or whether the number already estab- 
lished found its sanction by thus going back to 
the Bible narrative. According to the above-cited 
statement about the basilica of Alexandria, there 
was in that city also a Sanhedrin of 71 members.* 
The same number was retained at Jamnia, for, as 
Simon b. Azzai (before A.D. 160) relates, there 
were 72 elders present, when Eleazar b. Azarja 
was associated with Gamaliel II. as president 
(Mishna, Zebachim i. 8; Yadaim iii. 6, iv. 2), i.e. 
one more than the usual number. An isolated 
tradition, from Jehudah b. Ilai, fixes the total 
membership at 70 (Mishna, Sanhed. i. 0; Tos. 
Sanhed. iii. 9), and the Great Sanhedrin is called 
accordingly o«?as» by o (Sifr€ on Numbers, § 92). 
Josephus likewise chose 70 of the elders of the 
land to constitute the supreme authority in the 
province of Galilee, which had been assigned to 
him (BJ II. xx. v) ; and in the same way the court 
set up by the Zealots (see above, ii. 8) numbered 
70 members. The vacillation of our authorities 
between the numbers 70 and 71 is no doubt due to 
the circumstance that the president might be 
regarded as belonging to the total number or not. 

2. We have no positive information as to who 
composed the Sanhedrin. The halachic tradition 
on this point must be regarded as theory, derived 
only m part from the actual condition of things. 
The members of the Sanhedrin were called 
'elders' (=Tpt<rp6repoi), a name which gained its 
special sense from the fact that the Sanhedrin 
was regarded as an institution set up by Moses 
when he nominated the 70 elders (Nu 11). It is 
members of the Sanhedrin that are meant when it 
is said that the preparing of the high priest for 
his functions on the Day of Atonement is to be 
attended to by \n no »jpio D»Jf»l ( Yoma i. 3, 5). 
Again, \2\ is doubtless to be taken in its special 
sense of member of the Sanhedrin, when the 
epithet MV? is applied to Shammai, Hillel, and 
Hillel's grandson Gamaliel l. In the NT the 
members of the Sanhedrin (rpearpfrrepot, or »pe<r. rod 
XaoO) are often named along with the chief priests 
(dpxupett) and the scribes (ypa/x/xaTth), for the 
membership of the Sanhedrin was recruited from 
these two leading classes (Schllrer, l.c. p. 200). 
Josephus, in whose writings the Sanhedrin is 
frequently called /SoiAiJ, also calls its members 
PovXevral (BJ II. xvii. 1). This designation prob- 
ably accounts for one of the halls of the Temple 
being called 'onSia nas»S 'hall of the povXtvraU 

The same hall afterwards bore the name pnmo r<2vh ' hall 
of the wpotSpoi ' (Mishna, Yoma 1. 1). This last title, which has 
been banded down by the Tannalte Jehudah b. Ilai (Bab. 
Yoma 8i), is quite worthy of credit, and it supports the 
suggestion of Schurer that by the nftot&pot should be understood 
tho highest In rank of the members of the Sanhedrin, the ' tirst 
ten' of whom we hoar under the procurator Eestus (Ant. 
xx. vlll. 11, tou« a-pwrovc Hk* ; cf. Schurer, l.c. p. 201 f.). Upon 
the above-cited authority of Jehudah b. Ilai we are told that 
the TTpofSpoi were changed every twelve months, so that the 
rank of ' first ten ' was enjoyed by different members of tfie 
Sanhedrin every year. If we, further, take Into account that 
the Institution of the xp6tSpoi was of late origin, wo can readily 
understand how the above change of name for the hall also 
came Into use. The circumstance that the ' hall of the vpoc 6poi ' • 
was the private residence of the high priest ls not difficult to 
explain, considering the relation of the high priest to the 
Sanbodrin. The SovAtvrai, afterwards the npot&poi. mav have 
assembled In the house of the high priest (cf. Mt 26»'. Mk 
before taking their places In tho public sluing of the Sanhedrin. 

3. Of distinctions of rank within the Sanhedrin 
we hear nothing, apart from the above-mentioned 
conjecture. Neither are we aware on what prin- 
ciple the members were nominated or how the 
Sanhedrin filled up vacancies in its number. Only 
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two, divergent, statements have come down to us 
regarding the latter point, and of these one can 
refer only to the period preceding the destruction 
of Jerusalem, whereas the other has in view 
rather the school of Jamnia and its successors. 
The first statement is found in the above-named 
narrative of Jose b. Chalaftha, and in an anony- 
mous precept of the Tosefta (Shekalim, end), 
according to which a seat In the Sanhedriu is the 
last step in the career of judge. Any one who 
distinguished himself as a judge in his place of 
residence was advanced to be a member first of 
the one, then of the other, of the two lesser 
synedria at Jerusalem, and was chosen finally to 
be a member of the Great Sanhedrin. According 
to the other statement (Mishna, Sanhed. iv. 4; 
Tos. Sanhed. viii. 2), in front of the members of 
the Sanhedrin sat in three rows the non-ordained 
scribes, and from among these any vacancies in 
the membership were filled up, the requisite 
number being chosen and ordained according to a 
fixed order. It is plain that these two accounts of 
the filling up of vacancies relate to different periods 
of time. In the first, which has in view the period 
before the destruction of Jerusalem, there is no 
mention at all of the ordination of the new mem- 
bers, but we find the expression avrin, which means 
'cause to sit,' implying simply that the new mem- 
ber had a seat assigned him in the Sanhedrin. 
This is quite intelligible, for, according to the 
view we are considering, those who became mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrin had previously officiated in 
the lower courts, and were thus ordained already. 

4. As to the qualifications for membership in 
the Sanhedrin, the oft-cited narrative of Jose b. 
Chalaftha gives a list of the personal qualities 
which the candidate for this high rank must 
possess. He had to be learned (osn), humble (vj? ; 
Bab. Sanhed. 88a T3 Sd3»), popular with his 
fellow-men fws'fi nnu nv-\an nn). In the different 
versions of the passage there are yet further moral 
qualities specified. In the ancient exposition of 
Nu 11 15 (Sifre, §92) it is inferred from the word 
c"K ('man') that the members must be perfect 
men : learned, courageous, 6trong, and modest. 
Jochanan, the Palestinian Amora of the 3rd cent., 
states the qualifications of a member of the San- 
hedrin thus : tall stature, learning, dignified bear- 
ing, advanced age. Further, in order to be able 
to meet the demands of his office, he must be 
acquainted with foreign languages and initiated 
into the mysteries of the art of magic (Bab. 
Sanhed. 176). 

As the high court of Justice described in 2 Cb IS' consisted of 
'Levites, priests, and heads of IsraeliUsh families, 1 so in the 
ancient exposition of Dt 17" (8ifr6, ad toe., g 15 ad init.) It is 
stated that the court dealing with law cases must have priests 
and Levites amongst Its members, but that even without these 
it might be legitimately composed. A rule of the Mishna 
(Kidduthin Iv. 5) is to the effect that an inquiry as to purity 
of family descent is not to be carried beyond the Sanhedrin, 
since no one can be a member of it whoso origin is not unques- 
tionable. It is actually described In another rule (Sanlttd. 
Iv. 2) that judges in criminal cases, including therefore members 
of the Sanhedrin, are to be only priests, Levites, or Israelites 
whose daughters may be married by priests. 

v. The President of the Sanhedrin.— 1. On 
this point the tradition-literature contains state- 
ments which it is difficult or impossible to recon- 
cile with the reports of Josephus and the NT. 
The last are meagre, indeed, and do not give a 
distinct picture of the method of procedure in the 
Sanhedrin and of the action of its president. But 
from Josephus we learn that in B.C. 47 the Has- 
monsan high priest and prince Hyrcanus II. called 
the Sanhedrin together and directed the procedure 
in the case of Herod (Ant. XIV. ix. 4 f.), and that 
in A.D. 62 the Sadducean high priest A nanus II. 
summoned the Sanhedrin, in order to have some 
sentences of death passed (ib. XX. ix. 1). At the 



trial of Jesus, the high priest Caiaphas appears at 
the head of the Sanhedrin (Mt 2(i 67 ), as does the 
high priest Ananias at the trial of St. Paul (Ac 
24>). Of such a function belonging to the high 
priest (cf. also 2 Ch 19 11 ) there is not the slightest 
trace in the tradition-literature. On the contrary, 
it is assumed as an axiom that the Sanhedrin had 
its own president, making up the number of 
members to 71 (see above). The simplest designa- 
tion of the president is jn n^a ien 'head of the 
house of justice ' (Bosh hashana ii. 7, iv. 4), which 
in the later haggadic literature is represented by 
jmnjo Ss» cm (Pesikta rabbathi, c. xi. p. 4SI>). 
p-nnjo 'cm (Tanchuma, ed. Buber, i. 176), »cm 
nimmjo (Esther rab. on l 13 ). But the title that 
must be regarded as peculiar to the president is 
fn no 3K 'father of the house of justice.' As 
head of the supreme court, the 'Ab Beth Din is 
once named after the king (Yoma vii. 6), once 
after the 'prince' (Taanith ii. 1), by which last 
title is meant the head of the State, who, after the 
usage of the Pentateuch and especially of Ezekiel, 
is frequently called in the halachic literature K 
'prince'; once it is expressly said, with allusion 
to Lv 4^, iSon nt wen mnn (Horayoth iii. 8). 
Now, remarkably enough, the same word mcj 
became the title of the president of the Sanhedrin. 
The silling arrangements of the Sanhedrin are 
thus described (Tos. Sanhed. viii. 1 ; Jerus. Sanhed. 
19c) : 'The Sanhedrin sat in a semicircle [lit. 'like 
the half of a circular tlireshing-floor'] ; in the 
middle sat the Nasi, and the elders [i.e. the mem- 
bers of the Sanhedrin] sat upon his right hand and 
upon his left' This statement appears to relate to 
the Sanhedrin of Jamnia, for it is followed im- 
mediately by the reminiscences of a teacher of the 
Law regarding that Sanhedrin. Eleazar b. Zadok 
reports: 'When R. Gamaliel [Gamaliel II.] held 
the presidency at Jamnia, my father and another 
sat to the right, the others to the left.' 

2. It is not till the post-Iiadrianic era that the 
'Ab Beth Din appears side by side with the Nasi 
as joint-president. Jochanan (t 279) records — 
doubtless on the basis of trustworthy tradition 
— that R. Simon b. Gamaliel (the son of Gamaliel 
II.) was Nasi, while R. Nathan was 'Ab Beth Din 
(Bab. Horayoth \Zb). This double presidency, to 
designate which the two titles of the president of 
the Sanhedrin are utilized, is carried back, in a 
quite isolated notice of the Mishna (Chayiga ii. 2), 
to the time when the Temple still existed. We are 
told there of a controversy about a religious law 
which went on for five generations, always between 
two teachers of the Law. The five pairs of teachers 
named (the last pair being Hillel and Shammai)aru 
the same who, according to the Mishna (Aboth i. 1), 
were the bearers of the tradition, and who are 
once (Peah ii. 6) summarily designated, as such, 
nun 'the Pairs.' That these pairs were the most 
noted teachers of their time, the Pharisaic heads 
of the schools of the 2nd and 1st cent B.C., is 
known to us also from other traditions about most 
of them. But the above notice, according to which 
the first, of the pairs was always Nasi and the 
second "Ab Beth Din, must be regarded as a trans- 
ferring of later relations to early times. If ' pair ' 
had the meaning attributed to it by the author of 
the notice, it would be incomprehensible, apart 
from anything else, why the series of pairs came 
to an end with Hillel and Shammai. Nevertheless, 
the ' Pairs ' belonged to the leading members of the 
Sanhedrin, as is witnessed in the case, for instance, 
of Simon b. Shetach, from other quarters. One 
of the pairs, Shemayah and Abtalion, is mentioned 
also by Josephus as belonging to the Sanhedrin 
(Ant. XV. i. 1, where they appear as Pollion and 
Sameas). 

3. Yet another transference of later relations to 
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early times took place with respect to the title 
Nasi. This title, which from the second half of 
the 2nd cent. A.D. onwards had become hereditary, 
was also attributed to the forefathers of its heredi- 
tary bearers. It was said (Bab. Shabbath 16a) 
that Hillel, his son Simon, SimorCs son Gamaliel, 
and Gamaliel's son Simon, held the position of 
Nasi during the last century of the second Temple 
(B.C. 30-A.D. 70); and the appointment of Hillel 
to be Nasi, i.e. president of the Sanhedrin, is 
described in a narrative emanating from the 
Tannaite period (Tos. Pesachim iv. end ; Jerus. 
Pesach. 33a; Bab. Pesach. 66a). Both this 
narrative and the above chronological notice, 
apart from the title Nasi, have a historical 
foundation. For, although we hear nothing else- 
where of Hillel's son, we know that Hillel himself, 
as well as his grandson Gamaliel I. and his great- 
grandson Simon b. Gamaliel I., were amongst the 
leading men in Jerusalem. The last named was 
one of the directors of the war against the Romans, 
as we learn from Josephus (BJ IV. iii. 9; Vita, 38), 
who, moreover, mentions that he was descended 
from an illustrious family. Hillel and Gamaliel I. 
are kuown not only as notable scribes, but also as 
the founders of institutions and enactments, which 
prove that they must have played a leading role 
in the supreme court, the Sanhedrin. That 
Gamaliel I., at whose feet Saul of Tarsus, the 
future Apostle Paul, sat as a pupil (Ac 22 ') , took 
the lead in the Sanhedrin, may be seen from the 
well-known narrative of Ac S 84 " 39 . Of course, all 
this does not prove that Hillel and his successors 
were presidents of the Sanhedrin. The statements 
of Josephus and the NT about the presidency of 
the high priest are too definite to be got over. 
But, on the other hand, we may not summarily 
reject the supposition that in a body, composed 
for the most part of scribes and called on to decide 
questions which demanded an expert acquaintance 
with the Law, the heads of the scribal body took 
the first place side by side with the high priests, 
who were only exceptionally scribes as well, and 
that perhaps the Pharisaic heads of schools were 
even formally invested with a certain rank in the 
Sanhedrin, approaching closely to that of president. 

In this way, as a matter of fact, the title ' father ot the 
house of Justice ' ('Ab Beth Din) may, as has been hekl by many 
Investigators, have been In use even at a time when the 
president proper of tho Sanhedrin was still the high priest. On 
closer consideration one cannot escape tho Impression that 
neither at tho time of the Hasmonu'an high priests nor at that 
of the high priests appointed by Herod and by the Roman 
procurators, could tho Sanhedrin have been without a guidance 
not identical with the presidency of the high priest. The 
school traditions regarding the position held by the Pharisaic 
school heads In the Sanhedrin possess thus a kernel of historical 
truth, even If they are adapted to later conditions and artificially 
constructed. 

4. Another question is how the term Nasi, 
which is used for the head of the State, could 
come to be the title of the president of the 
Sanhedrin. Two hypotheses are possible, (a) The 
title may go back to the time when the high 
priest who as such presided over the Sanhedrin 
was also actually prince ( K '!FJ) or head of the State, 
i.e. to the time of the Hasmonaean rulers. Or (6) 
the title 'prince 1 may have been given, after the 
destruction of Jerusalem, to the president of the 
Sanhedrin at Jamnia, Gamaliel II., in order, as it 
were, that at least in the naming of the head of 
the highest authority which had arisen from the 
ruins of the national independence, there might be 
preserved a symbol of that independence. The 
second hypothesis is the more likely, because the 
first would imply that the title Nasi continued 
unused during more than a whole century until 
it was revived in the way indicated in the second 
explanation, after the fall of Jerusalem. 

6. The assumption of the title Nasi by Gamaliel II. 
VOL. iv.— 26 



and then by his son Simon was probably connected 
with the belief that the family of Hillel was 
descended from the Davidic royal house. There 
was thus coupled with the title in an esoteric kind 
of way a recollection of the former princes of the 
house of David. It was not till the time of 
Gamaliel n.'s grandson Jehudah I., who was called 
Nasi Kar' i&xfa tn at 'he titte became the official 
designation of the bead, recognized even by the 
Roman government, of the Jews in Palestine, i.e. 
of their patriarch. Its meaning as president of 
the Sanhedrin then fell into the second place. 

vi. Functions and Procedure.— I. The Great 
Sanhedrin at Jerusalem was primarily the supreme 
court of justice, which had either the sole right of 
judgment in certain specially important matters, 
or was appealed to on questions upon which the 
lower courts were unable to come to a decision. 
As to this last point, we learn from the oft-cited 
report of Jose b. Chalaftha (Tos. Sanhed. vii. 1 and 
parall.) the following: 'When the first competent 
tribunal failed to come to a finding, the litigant, 
accompanied by the most distinguished member of 
this court, betook himself to Jerusalem to submit 
his case in the first place to the two lesser synedria 
(see above). If neither of these could come to a 
decision, the question came for final judgment 
before the Great Sanhedrin.' There can be no 
doubt that a kernel of historical truth underlies 
this description of the train of judicial procedure 
(see also Mishna, Sanhed. xi. 2).— In regard to 
cases reserved for the sole competence of the Great 
Sanhedrin, the Mishna (Sanhed. i. 6) enumerates 
the following points upon which only the ' tribunal 
of the seventy-one ' was entitled to judge and pro- 
nounce a verdict : (1) A process affecting a tribe ; 
(2) the process against a false prophet ; (3) a pro- 
cess affecting the high priest; (4) the sending out 
of the army to a non-compulsory war ; (6) the 
extension of the city of Jerusalem ; (6) the exten- 
sion of the Temple courts ; (7) the appointment of 
synedria over the tribes ; (8) the judging of a city 
which had lapsed into idolatry (see IK 13 wff -)- With 
reference to the fourth point, it is enacted also 
amongst the decrees affecting the king, that the 
latter is to lead the army out to war only upon the 
authority of a decision of the Great Sanhedrin 
(Mishna, Sanhed. ii. 4). The eight points bear, 
indeed, a theoretical stamp, and even presuppose 
the continued existence of the tribes (the first of 
them has for background the narrative of Jg 20 f.) ; 
but, on the other hand, they witness that, even in 
halachic theory, the Great Sanhedrin figures not 
merely as a court of justice, but also as the body 
that was called on to give decisions in State 
matters and which exercised administrative autho- 
rity, in the fashion exhibited to us by the state- 
ments and narratives, meagre as they are, contained 
in other sources. A Tannaite rule (Tos. Sanhed. 
iii. 4) prescribes that the installation of a king and 
of a high priest is to belong only to the tribunal of 
the seventy-one. 

2. Cases affecting life and death came, according 
to the Mishna (Sanhed. i. 4), before the little 
Sanhedrin (of 23 members). As a matter of fact, 
in important instances the Great Sanhedrin was 
called together to pronounce judgment. Accord- 
ing to a Tannaite tradition (Jerus. Sanhed. 18a, 
246), the right of judging in matters of life and 
death was taken from Israel (i.e. from the Jewish 
courts) forty years before the destruction of the 
Temple. ' Forty ' here is a round number and 1111- 
historical, but the circumstance related by this 
tradition and confirmed by the Gospel accounts of 
the trial of Jesus is historical, and is connected 
with the restrictions imposed on the competence 
of the Jewish courts, and of the Great Sanhedrin in 
particular, in the time of the Roman procurators. 
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3. The decisions of the Great Sanhedrin 'from 
which went forth direction for all Israel,' were of 
inviolable force, and binding upon all teachers of 
the Law and all judges. Any one of these who 
gave a judgment in opposition to its decrees was 
called a 'rebellious elder' (moo tpl), and was con- 
demned by the Great Sanhedrin (Sanhed. xi. 2-4). 
The rules for dealing with occasional errors of the 
Sanhedrin in giving decisions or in interpreting 
the Law are casuistically exhibited in the first 
chapter of the Misbnic tract Horayoth. 

4. The Great Sanhedrin of Jerusalem sat in 
the Hall of Hewn Stone (see above, iii.). Accord- 
ing to the report of Jose b. Chalaftha, it held its 
sittings from the time of the offering of the daily 
morning sacrifice till that of the evening sacrifice 
(Tos. Sanhed. vii. 1, and parall.). On the Sabbath 
and on feast days no sittings were held, but the 
members of the Sanhedrin assembled in the school 
situated on the temple mount (io.; in Bab. Sanhed. 
886, instead of the ' school ' [P'a •ray erncn n'a] it is 
the place called Chel, where at other times [see 
above, iii.] one of the two lesser synedria held 
its sittings). The members of the Sanhedrin sat 
in a semicircle, that they might see one another 
while deliberating (Mishna, Sanhed. iv. 2 ; Tos. 
Sanhed. viii. 1). ' Two clerks of court (prnn ^a'o) 
stood before them, the one to the right and the 
other to the left, and took down the words of 
those who gave their voice for acquittal and of 
those who were for condemnation ' (Mishna, Sanhed. 
iv. 2). According to Jehudah b. Ilai (i6.) there 
were three clerks : one took down the votes for 
acquittal, one those for condemnation, while the 
third took down both (in order to check the 
lists of the other two). In the report of Jose b. 
Chalaftha it is said that, when a question came 
before the Great Sanhedrin, and the reply could 
not be given on the ground of a tradition, it was 
decided by the votes of the majority. As to the 
mode of deliberating and voting and the distinc- 
tions which were observed according to the nature 
of the subject under consideration, tradition con- 
tains a multitude of rules which, it may safely be 
inferred, are based upon the actual praxis of the 
Great Sanhedrin of Jerusalem. Some of these 
rules may be cited : — In questions of civil right 
and in those affecting the Ceremonial Law, the 
taking of the vote began with the principal mem- 
ber of the Sanhedrin ; in judgments affecting life 
and death it began 'at the side,' i.e. with the 
younger members, in order that their vote might 
not be influenced by that of the leaders (Mishna, 
Sanhed. iv. 2 ; Tos. Sanhed. vii. 2). For a judg- 
ment affecting life and death an attendance of at 
least 23 members was required. If the result of 
the vote showed a majority of only one for 'guilty,' 
the court had to be increased by two successively 
till the number of 71 was reached. Only when 
the full number was present, was a majority of one 
(30 votes against 36) sufficient to procure a con- 
demnation (Mishna, Sanhed. iv. 6). 

vii. Latest History of the Sanhedrin.— 
The Great Sanhedrin of Jerusalem, as we have 
already said, revived, after the fall of Jerusalem, 
in the schools of Palestine. The activity of the 
college of scribes, in which the tradition of the 
Pharisaic schools was perpetuated and underwent 
vigorous development, attached itself to the work 
of the. defunct supreme court of Jerusalem, and it 
strengthened its authority by adopting the name 
and the constitution of the Great Sanhedrin. 
Down to the 6th cent., i.e. down to the cessation 
of the office of patriarch or Nasi, which was heredi- 
tary in the house of Hillel, there existed in the 
Holy Land an institution which could be regarded 
as a continuation of the Great Sanhedrin. After 
Babylon became the one centre of Jewish learning 



in the time of the Gaons, the name ' Sanhedrin ' 
was given to the most eminent members of the so- 
called Kalla assemblies, the 70 scholars who sat 
in the first seven rows and who at all events were 
chosen upon a fixed principle. 

Even recent times have witnessed a revival of 
the name of the ancient Sanhedrin. In the year 
1807, at the summons of Napoleon I. there met in 
Paris an assembly of representatives of Judaism, 
which at the invitation of the Emperor himself 
took the name ' Sanhedrin,' and constituted itself 
upon the traditional model of the Great Sanhedrin 
of Jerusalem. Apart from a few declarations as to 
the relation of the Jewish religion to State law and 
of Jews to non-Jews, this assembly has left no 
permanent traces. 

Literature. — In all accounts of Jewish history at the time of 
the second temple, as well as In the Histories of NT times, the 
Sanhedrin Is treated of In more or less detail. The sources are 
the writings of Josephns and the NT on the one hand, and 
tho Jewish tradition-literature on the other. Amongst the 
latter the name Sanhedrin Is attached to the tracts of the 
Mishna and Tosefta dealing with justice and Its admlnlstraUon, 
as well as to the corresponding tracts of the Jerus. and Bab. 
Talmuds. Of the Literature cited by Schurer (iiJ V 11. l»Sf.) 
the following works and treaUses, dealing specially with the 
Sanhedrin, may be selected for mention: Selden, de. Synedrii* 
et Prafecturi* iurid icis ttterum Ebraorvm, Lond. J6S0-86; 
Sachs, ' Ueber die Zeit der Entstehung des Svnhcdrins' (In 
Frankel's ZeiUchrift, 1S45, pp. 801-81:4); Levy, 'Die Pnesl- 
dentur im Synedrlum' (In Frankel's MonaUt,chrift, ; 
Langen, ' Das JGdlsche Synedrlum und dlo romlsche Procura- 
turln Judia'(fn Tubinger Thtotogieche QuarlaUehrlfl, 1S«2, 
pp. 411-468); Kuenen, ' Ueber dlo Zusammensetzung des Sanhe- 
drin ' (Geaam. Abhandl. e. bibl. Wi'teiitch., Budde's tr. pp. 
49-31); D. Hoffmann, ' Der oberste Gerlchtshof in der Stadt 
des Heillgthums ' (Programm det Jlabbiner-Stminare* tu 
Berlin for 1877-78); Jolskt, Die innere Kinrichtungde*gro»aen 
Sytiedriotts «u Jerusalem und ihre ForUettung im tpateren 
pald*linen»Uich*n Lehrhaune bin rur Zeit den R. Jehutia ha- 
NaH, Brcshtu, 1S94. Not mentioned by Schurer is a work in 
Hebrew by the well-known Jakob Reiftnann, entitled prwijD 
(01 pages), published at Berdltschew in 1838. W. BACHER. 

SAN8ANNAH ( a ;?,»J B Zclerrrfic, A 2Wd»m ; 

Sensenna). — A town in the Negeb (RV 'the 
South') allotted to Judah (Jos 16 81 )- h '« not 
mentioned amongst the towns in the Negeb that 
belonged to Simeon. But, comparing the list in 
Jos 15 81 with the parallel lists in Jos 19* and 1 Ch 
4 M , it. will be seen that its place is taken in the 
one case by Hazar-susah, and in the other by 
Hazar-susim. There is no indication of its posi- 
tion, a question upon which authorities differ. 
Tristram identifies it with Beit SufUn on the road 
from Gaza to Egypt ; Schwarz (Heil. Land, p. 72), 
with Simsim on a height N.K. of Gaza; and 
Guenn, with Sdsieh, E.N.E. of es-SemVa (Esh- 
temoa). C. W. Wilson. 

SAPH (1?; B Z4>, A Zt<pf), called in Chronicles 
Sippai (•:?; B Za^otfr, A Ze*#).— One of four 
Philistine champions of whom it is related that 
they were born to the giant in Gath, and that 
they were slain by David's heroes (2 S 21 18 , 1 Ch 
20*). There is no difficulty in supposing that 
he was a son of the Goliath whom David slew, 
but it is perhaps more natural to understand the 
term 'the giant' as a collective, making him 
merely of the same giant stock with Goliath. See 
GIANT. W. J. BEECHER. 

BAPHAT. — 1. (B 2a*£ 7 , A Za*d>, AV Sabat) 
1 Es 6 s4 . His sons are named among the sons of 
Solomon's servants who returned with Zerubbabel. 
There is no corresponding name in the lists of Ezr 
and Neh. 2. (B* om., A Za*d>, B«*» <»* 'A<rd» 1 Es 
6 9 =Shepbatiah, Ezr 2*. 

SAPHATIAB (B So^oWas,' A om.), 1 Es 8« = 
Shephatiah (cf. Ezr 8 6 ) ; called Saphat in 6*. 

SAPHUTHI (B Zo*vet, A Za*uM, AV Sapheth), 
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1 Es5 B = Shephatiah, one of the sons of Solomon's 
servants, Ezr 2". 

SAPPHIRA {^Zax<t>tlpr)).-~ The wife of Ananias. 
She fell dead, like her hnsband, at the rebuke of 
St. Peter, Ac 5 1 "-. See Ananias, No. 7. 

SAPPHIRE (Heb. f99, LXX ffdrfripot, Vulg. 
tapphirus) is mentioned eleven times in the OT, 
once in the Apocr. (To 13"), and once in the NT 
(Rev 21"). It is one of the stones in the high 
priest's breastplate (Ex 28 18 39"), and one of the 
foundations or the New Jerusalem (Rev 21"), 
the latter thought arising, no doubt, from Is 54' 1 . 
It was of considerable value (Job 28", Ezk 28"). 
From it was fashioned the throne of Ezekiel's 
visions (Ezk 1* 10 1 ; cf. also Ex 24", where the 
pavement under the feet of the God of Israel is 
of 'sapphire'). The consistency with which the 
VSS adhere to a uniform transliteration of the 
name is remarkable ; Ezk 28" is no exception, for 
although r?o is here seventh in order, and aa-v- 
ipetpot hfth, this is due to the Greek following the 
arrangement of Ex 28". 

The etymology of the Heb. word throws no 
light on the nature of the stone. Probably rap 
is Semitic, but neither of the roots iso or nw tells 
us anything as to colour or structure. It is, how- 
ever, difficult to believe that a sapphire was one of 
the gems in the high priest's breastplate, for this 
stone is not easy to engrave, the diamond being 
the only stone that will scratch it. A similar 
objection might be brought against the lapis lazuli 
[Petrie's identification in STONES (PRECIOUS)], 
which was not deemed very suitable for engraving 
because of the hard points in it. But the objection 
has not quite so much force in this case ; the lapis 
lazuli was sometimes engraved. And there are 
good reasons for thinking that this is the stone 
referred to in the Bible. Theophrastns (Lap. 23) 
evidently has in view the deep-blue mineral which 
is 'usually mottled with white, and contains gold- 
like specks of iron pyrites,' when he describes the 
advrpeipos, Surxtp xpwr&waffTot. Pliny (HN 37, 119), 
writing of the cyanos, states : inest ei aliquando et 
aureus pulvis qualis aappiris ; by the sappirus he 
clearly means the lapis lazuli. And if we identify 
it with the Heb. tsc, the requirements of all the 
biblical passages will be fairly met. 

Two varieties of lapis lazuli, a natural and an 
artificial, were known to the ancients. The former 
came from Cyprus and Scy thia, and was ' a silicate 
and sulphate of calcium, sodium, and aluminium.' 
The latter was made in Egypt : it was an alkaline 
silicate, coloured deep • blue with carbonate of 
copper ; scarabs and signets were made of it, and 
it was used as a pigment. 

If the sapphire of our Bibles does not correspond 
with the gem now known by this name, it yet re- 
mains probable that this gem is once mentioned. 
RVm suggests sapphire in place of jacinth (uaxmBot) 
in Rev 21". Middleton (Engraved Gems, p. 132) 
and King (Antique Gems, p. 46) are in favour of 
the identification. Pliny (HN 37, 126) seems at 
first sight to be against it, for he writes of the 
fulgor violaceus of the hyacinthos ; but his view is 
not really adverse, for the less valuable sapphires 
are amethyst by artificial light. King (pp. 51, 
399) quotes the lines of Marbodus as recognizing 
with astonishing clearness, considering his date, 
the fact that sapphires, rubies, and Oriental topazes 
are all of them varieties of the same mineral, 
namely, the hyacinth — 

' Three various kinds the skilled as Hyacinth* nam*. 
Varying in colour and unlike in fame : 
One, like pomegranate flowers, a fiery blaze : 
And one the yellow citron's hue displays. 
One charms with paley blue the gazer's eye 
Like the mild tint that decks the northern sky.' 



The best sapphires are now obtained from Ceylon. 
The Greeks wore these stones as jewels. A few 
engraved ones have survived, mainly from the age 
of imperial Rome, but the gem was too hard to 
be much used for this purpose. Cf. art. Jacinth 
in vol. ii. J. Taylor. 

BARABIA8 (2apa/9/a»), 1 Es 9* = Sherebiah, 
Neh8 7 . 

SARAH, also (to Gn 17") BARAI ('Sarah' means 
'princess,' 1 K 11* al. j the meaning of 'Sarai' is 
doubtful: -perhaps [Olsh. Lehrb. § 110; Noldeke, 
ZDMG, 1886, p. 183, 1888, p. 484 ; Konig, Lehrg. 
ii. 1, 427] it is an older form of 'Sarah/ formed 
with the unusual fern. term, -ay).*— 1. The wife 
of Abraham, first mentioned in Gn 1 l 29 (J ). Sarai's 
parentage is not given : according to 20" (E), she 
was Abraham's half-sister, the daughter of his 
father, but not the daughter of his mother. t The 
incidents of her life have already been narrated at 
some length in connexion with Abraham, Haoar, 
Isaac, and Ishmael; so that a rtsumt will be 
sufficient here. Sarai accompanied Abraham into 
Canaan (12 s ), and went down with him into Egypt 
(12 l0 " a> : J) : it was on this occasion that, fearing 
lest her beauty might indirectly cost him his life, 
Abraham passed her off as his sister, and, being 
admired before the Pharaoh by his courtiers, she 
was sent for and taken into his palace. This was 
in accordance with the custom, described as still 
prevalent among Oriental princes, of arbitrarily 
selecting beautiful women to be added to their 
harems. % Abraham's timidity and want of candour 
might have involved him in serious consequences ; 
but the Pharaoh contented himself with rebuking 
him for his untruthfulness, and appointing an 
escort to conduct both him and Sarai out of the 
country (v. 50 ; cf. 18" 31 17 ). 

From 12*, compared with 17 17 , it appears that Sarai was at 
this time at least 06 years of age ; and it has often been won- 
dered why Abraham should have been in alarm on the ground 
stated, and why the Pharaoh should have been attracted by her 
beauty. The difficulty disappears when it is remembered that 
the statements about Sarai's age belong to a different document 
(P) from the one (J) which narrates the visit to Egypt : the 
author of the latter evidently pictured Sarai as still a young 
woman. (Cf. for similar coses elsewhere in Genesis, vol. iL 
pp. 484 (No. 8), 503b, ftgb). 

Sarai is next mentioned in ch. 16 (J, except 
w. u * '•"'•). Being barren (cf. 11 s0 ), she induces 
Abraham to take her handmaid Hagar as a con- 
cubine; but when she finds that Hagar 'despises' 
her, she passionately and unjustly casts the blame 
upon her husband : ' The wrong done to me be upon 
thee ; J" judge between me and thee.' Abraham, 
however, declines to interfere ; and bids Sarai 
herself deal with Hagar as she pleases. Her harsh 
treatment of her handmaid compels Hagar to take 
flight ; and only the voice of J'"s angel induces 
her to return, and ' submit ' herself to her mistress 
(see, more fully, Hagar and Ishmael). 

In the existing text of Genesis, the promise of a 
son for Sarai is first distinctly given in ch. 17 (P), 
vv. 18 " 31 . Her name is changed to Sarah (v. 18 ) ; she 
is to be blessed, and a son is to be bom to her ; 

* Found in certain words in the cognate languages. See 
Olsh. and Konig, ll.ee.; Nold. Syr. Gr. § 83 ; Wright, Arab. 
Gram. i. ( 296, Corns. Gram. 138 ; Dillm. Aeth. Gram. 127e 
(cf. I 1206 fS); Barth, Ntnninalbildung, 385. Sayce's doubta 
(HCM 179) are unfounded. The explanation (Jerome and older 
scholars) ' my princess ' is philologically impossible. The LXX 
gives for -Sarai Imfm, and for Sarah 

t Cf. Marriage, vol. iii. p. 267'' ; W. R. Smith, Kinship, 162 f. 
The tradition (Jos. Ant. I. vi. 6, al.) that she was the same 
person as Ibcah has no probability : it can only be reconciled 
artificially with 201* ; an d had the writer of 11» identified 
Sarai with Iscah, he would certainly have worded the verse 
differently. 

t There is an incident quoted by Ebers in the ' Tale of the 
Two Brothers' which partly illustrates this: see Petrie's 
Egyptian Tales, 2nd ser., 1896, pp. 63-65. 
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'she shall become nations' (cf. v. 4 35") ; 'kings 
of peoples shall be from her' (cf. v. 6 35" ; and see 
36 3 '). Abraham 'laughs' in incredulity at the 
idea of a son being born to him and Sarah in their 
old age; he fixes his hopes upon Ishmael, but is 
told that, though Ishmael will become a ' great 
nation,' the covenant will be established with 
Isaac (vv. 18 - 21 ). In ch. 18 (J) the promise of a son 
is again given to Abraham ; and when Sarah, over- 
hearing it, ' laughs ' inwardly in incredulity, it is 
repeated to herself (vv.»- i8 ). This narrative is in 
reality not the sequel to the one in ch. 17, but 
parallel to it : IS*' 14 is clearly written without 
reference to 17 15 " 21 , and the writer is evidently not 
conscious that a promise of the same kind had 
already been given. 

Ch. 20 (E) describes Sarah's adventure at the 
court of Abimelech, in Gerar, i.e. (Trumbull, 
Guthe, Dillm., Buhl, p. 89) the Wady Jerur, 70 
miles S. of Gaza, and 55 miles S.W. of Beersheba. 
As before (12 l0-a0 ) in Egypt, Abraham, in fear on 
account of his own life (v. 11 ), passes Sarah off as 
his sister : Abimelech takes her, but is warned by 
God in a dream that she is a married woman ; like 
the Pharaoh (12""'), though in stronger terms, he 
rebukes Abraham for his deceit (v?) ; Abraham 
excuses (v. 11 ) and defends (v. 12 ) himself; and 
Abimelech then makes reparation, both to Abra- 
ham (v. 14 '-) and to Sarah (v. 18 ), for the injury he 
has unwittingly done them. The narrative is in 
substance remarkably similar to those in 12 10 " 20 
(Abraham and the Pharaoh) and 26 8 ~ n (Isaac and 
Abimelech) ; it can hardly be doubted that all 
three are variations of the same fundamental 
theme, — a popular story told of the patriarchs, 
and attached sometimes to one and sometimes, 
at different localities, to another (cf. Abimelech, 
vol. i. p. 9" ; ISAAC, vol. ii. p. 484 b ). 

Isaac's birth is narrated in 21 1-7 (vv. 1 * * J ; w. 6 - 7 
E; vv. ,b - !lb - s P). The exclamation in v. 8 ('God 
hath prepared laughter for me; every one that 
heareth will laugh over me ') is meant as a third 
explanation of the name ' Isaac ' (cf. 17" in P, 18" 
in J ; and see Isaac, vol. ii. p. 485, No. 8) ; v. 7 
the aged mother gives expression to her joyous 
surprise at the birth of a son. Two or three years 
afterwards (21 8 ), upon occasion of the family-feast 
held to celebrate Isaac's weaning, Sarah's jealousy 
of her handmaid is again aroused ; she peremptorily 
demands the expulsion of both H agar and Ishmael ; 
and Abraham reluctantly complies (21*" 14 ). Ch. 23 
(P) relates the death of Sarah (cf. the allusion of J 
in 24 87b ), at the age of 127 years, in Kiriath-arba' 
(Hebron), and the purchase by Abraham of a cave 
in the field of Machpelah, 'in front of Mamre, 
in which to bury her (cf. 25'° P, 49 31 P). The only 
other reference in the OT to Sarah is Is 51 2 , where 
she is alluded to as the mother of the chosen 
race.* 

Sarah is a typical but not an ideal character. 
She is a devoted wife and mother ; but, at the 
same time, like many another woman, imperious, 
hasty in her judgments, and jealous : wrapt up in 
her husband and her son, she resents the smallest 
disparagement, or assumption of superiority, on 
the part of either Hagar or Ishmael, and does not 
rest satisfied till she finds herself in her home 
without a rival. 

In NT Sarah is mentioned Ro 4 19 9» (Gn 18"), 
He 11" (her faith), 1 P 3" (her conjugal 'obedience' 
to Abraham, calling him * lord,' Gn 18 12 ) ; and the 
narrative of Sarah and Hagar, and of their respec- 
tive children, is treated alle^'orically, as fore- 
shadowing the freedom of Christians, the ' children 
of promise,' in Gal 4 21 -5' (cf. Hagar, vol. ii. p. 278). 

2. The daughter of Raguel and wife of Tobias, 

• Id Gn 24 s7 * the very strange syntax of the existing Heb. text 
makes it probable that 1 of his mother Sarah ' is a gloss. 



To 3 7 - 17 and oft. (LXX Zdp/w). See Tobit (Book 
of). S. R. Driver. 

SARAIA8. — 1. (Zapa/aj) I Es 5 s , Seraiah, the high 
priest of Zedekiah's time, father of Jehozadak, and 
grandfather of Jeshua (cf. 1 Ch 6 U ). 2. (Sareus) 
2 Es 1', the father of Ezra. It is uncertain whether 
he is the same person as the Azaraias of 1 Es 8 1 , 
where the following Zechrias takes the place of 
Azaraias of 2 Es I 1 . 

SARAMEL, RV Asaramel (A Zapa/tA, gV 'Aaap- 
apiX ; Asaramel). — Saramel appears to be a word 
in the original Heb. or Syr. text of 1 Mac. which 
the translator did not understand when pre- 
paring the existing Gr. version. Nearly all com- 
mentators adopt the reading Asaramel. By some, 
including Luther, it is held to be a place-name, 
and to have been the spot at which the assembled 
Jews made Simon Maccaboms ' their leader and 
high priest' (1 Mac 14 s8 - K ). By others various 
restorations of the Hebrew text have been pro- 
posed. — 1. ( W6)sar-am-'el, ' and prince of the people 
of God,' understanding this as a title of Simon. 
The original toi, 'and,' is supposed to have been 
corrupted into hi, 'in.' This view, first pro- 

g)sed by Wernsdorf (1747), is adopted by Scholz, 
rimm, Schurer, Zockler, Kautzsch, Kraetzschmar, 
and others. 2. (Bt)sha'ar-'am-'el, 'at the gate 
of the people of God,' or— 3. (Ba)hd?ar-'am-'el, 'in 
the court of the people of God' (Ewald, et al.). 4. 
A. R. S. Kennedy (Expos. Times, Aug. 1900, 
p. 523 ff.) proposes either (a) bddzar [ath Yisrd] 'el, 
' in the court of Israel,' which was incorrectly 
deciphered ba'&zar-ham-'el, the letters n and • 
and o and v being very like each other in the oldei 
Phcen. characters; or (6) ba'Ozart'am-el, 'in an 
assembly of the people of God.' He prefers the 
former. C. W. Wilson. 

BARAPH (trf? ; B 2<ua, A 2apd<p).—A descendant 
of Shelah, 1 Ch 4 M . 

8ARCHEDOND8.— The form in which the name 
Esar-HADDON (which see) appears in To 1*"-. The 
misspelling ' Sarchedonus ' of the AV has been 
retained, surely inadvertently, by the RV. The 
correct form is ' Sacherdonus ' (Bjt Zaxepftorfe, A 
"Zaxtp&fo, in v. 22 ^ax f P^°" oa ^ t )- 

SARDINE At Rev 4* AV renders tpMot \(0p 

aap5lv(f) by 'like a sardine stone.' The reading is 
that of the TR. It is rightly rejected by modern 
editors, on the overwhelming authority of KAQ, 
etc., which read ffapSit? ; RV has ' like a sardius ' : 
see, therefore, Sardius, below. 

SARDIS (2dp5«t).— The capital of Lydia, when a 
Lydian kingdom existed before B.C. 549, was one 
of the greatest and most ancient and famous cities 
of Asia Minor. It was situated on the northern 
skirts of Mount Tmolos, at the point where the 
small river Pactolos issues from a glen in the 
mountains to join the Hermus, which Hows west- 
wards about two or three miles north of Sardis. 
The acropolis of Sardis was situated on a spur of 
Tmolos, separated by a depression from the moun- 
tains on the south, and rising sharply from the 
level plain on the north, with the Pactolos washing 
its western base, and formed an almost impreg- 
nable fortress in ancient times. The city, which 
is naturally the capital of the middle Hermus 
valley, was still, in the first century after Christ, 
the metropolis of a group of cities (in the south of 
the middle Hermus valley and throughout the 
upper valley), which formed one of the conventus 
into which the province of Asia was divided. 

Political circumstances had been as favourable 
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to it as geographical. It was the residence of a 
satrap, after the Persians conquered Asia Minor, 
and the burning of the lower town in 501 by the 
revolted Ionians excited vehement anger in Darius, 
as an insult to his government and himself. It 
surrendered willingly to Alexander the Great in 
334, and was made by him an autonomous, self- 
governing city of the Greek type, electing its own 
magistrates and striking, presumably, its own 
coins : the Sardian coins of earlier date were not 
municipal, but regal, and perhaps satrapal coins,* 
struck by despotic governors resident at Sardis. 
After the death of Alexander, in 322, it fell under 
the authority of Antigonus till 301, when after the 
battle of Ipsus it passed under the domination of 
Seleucus, and became the residence of the governor 
of the western part of the Seleucid empire (called, 
doubtless, satrap). In 190 the battle of Magnesia 
set Sardis free ; and the Romans incorporated it in 
the Pergamenian realm (in which there was much 
greater municipal freedom than under Seleucid 
rule). The known coinage of the city begins 
under the Pergamenian kings, and continues 
under Roman rule in increasing quantities. 

The special religion of Sardis was the worship 
of Cybele, the ruins of whose temple with two 
columns standing, partly are seen, partly lie buried 
in the glen of the Pactolos near the river-bank. 
Her nature and the character of her worship were 
very similar to those of Diana at Ephesus. 

Ihe necropolis of Sardis, where its chiefs and 
kings in early times were buried, was a great 
group of tumuli, some small, some of very large 
size, about three miles north of the Hermus, on 
the south side of the Gygasan Lake (Mermere 
Giol). There, near the shrine of Gyga;an Artemis, 
beside the Lake, the people of the goddess re- 
turned at death to their divine mother. 

In A.D. 17 Sardis was destroyed by a great 
earthquake, and Tiberius remitted all its taxes 
for five years, and contributed ten million ses- 
terces towards rebuilding the city. Eleven other 
cities, which had been its partners in ruin, and 
had shared in the emperor's benefaction, and also 
two later sufferers, joined with it in erecting at 
Rome a monument in his honour ; and a miniature 
copy of that monument, constructed in A.D. 30 at 
Puteoli (the harbour for the Eastern and Asian 
trade at that time), is fetill preserved.t 

While the three cities, Pergamus, Smyrna, and 
Ephesus, vied for the title of First City of Asia, 
Sardis, though still a place of importance, was, 
beyond any other of the prominent cities of Asia, 
a town of the past, retaining the name of great- 
ness, but decayed from its former estate. The 
words addressed to it in Rev 3 1 are singularly 
appropriate to its history: 'I know thy works, 
that thou hast a name that thou livest, and thou 
art dead. ' The words are, of course, addressed to 
the Church of Sardis, and must be understood as 
describing its condition about A.D. 90-100, already 
decaying from its original high promise ; but it 
seems clear that the writer must have been con- 
scious of the historical parallel, and chose his 
words so as to express it. When he goes on to 
say, ' Be thou watchful . . . for I have found no 
Morks of thine fulfilled : ... if therefore thou 
shalt not watch I will come as a thief, and thou 
shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee,' 
one's thoughts are carried back to the two occa- 
sions when, through careless watching, the im- 
pregnable citadel failed to keep up its reputation 
and name and to fulfil its works, when the Median 

• No coins, however, are known struck at 8ardi8 either by the 
••trap* under Persian rule or by the city as set free by Alexander. 
Probably Antigonus deprived it of freedom and the right of 
coinage, and under Seleucid rule it continued in that oppressed 
condition. 

♦ See OIL x. 1624 : Rushforth. Latin Historical Inter., No. 95. 



soldier in 649 and the Cretan Logoras in 218* 
climbed the steep hill and stole unobserved into 
the acropolis. The very hill itself is in ceaseless 
decay, washed away to an extraordinary extent by 
the rains and frosts disintegrating the soil and 
rock. , 

These historical parallels were not drawn by the 
writer of the Apocalypse from literature : the 
story of the Median and the Cretan was doubtless 
a household word in Sardis, and the character of 
the city as failing to keep up its ancient greatness 
and promise would assuredly be very plain. We 
may fairly infer that the writer was personally 
familiar with the place ; and speaks from what he 
had learned by eye and ear in Sardis. 

When about a.d. 295 the great province Asia 
was broken up into several smaller provinces, 
Sardis once more became the capital of Lydia ; 
and in all the Byzantine lists the bishop of Sardis 
is mentioned as metropolitan and archbishop of 
Lydia, and as sixth in order of dignity of all the 
bishops, European and Asiatic, subject to the 
patriarch of Constantinople. The acropolis on its 
lofty hill was of a type suited for the frontier war- 
fare of Arab and Turkish raids, and the fortifica- 
tions remaining on it are all of a late period. It is 
uncertain when it passed into the hands of the 
Turks. Lydia was exposed to frequent raids at 
the end of the 11th cent., and again after the 
defeat of Manuel Comnenus in 1176. In 1257 the 
Emperor Theodore II. encamped at Sardis, but after 
1267 the raids of the Turks became bolder and 
more continuous in the Hermus valley (Pach. ii. 
p. 313 f.), and they swept the country down to 
Menemen near the sea. Magnesia and Philadelphia 
were then the two chief cities of the valley (as 
they still are), and Sardis was quite a secondary 
town. In 1306 the Turks were admitted to the 
Sardian acropolis, but shortly after were expelled 
(Pach. ii. 403 f.) ; but this success was only tem- 
porary, and there can hardly be any doubt that 
Sardis had fallen into their hands before 1316, 
when they took Nymphaion. 

In 1402 Sardis was captured and destroyed by 
Tamerlane, and it has never recovered from that 
crushing blow. It is now only a ruin, with a 
tiny village called Sart, while the town is Salikli, 
about five miles east. Sart is a station on the 
railway from Smyrna to Philadelphia and Kura 
Hissar. Three miles south are great hot springs. 

The bishopric of Sardis is mentioned in even the 
latest Notitice, but probably it ceased to have any 
real existence soon after 1300. The fourth Notitia 
Episcapatuum in Parthey's collection, p. 132, puts 
the situation plainly, it mentions Sardis in its 
ancient place as sixth in dignity, but adds that 
the bishop of Philadelphia has now been sub- 
stituted in the place of the Sardian exarchos.+ 
The substitution was later than 1284, when Andro- 
nicus Chalaza, bishop of Sardis, evidently an 
influential dignitary, was expelled from the Council 
of Adramyttium (Pach. ii. p. 65 f.), and may be 
dated about 1316. With that change Sardis ceased. 
History had decided against it, and it was dead. 

W. M. Ramsay. 

81RDITEB.— See Sered. 

8ARDIU8. — A V uses this word thrice in the OT 
(Ex 28" 39 10 , Ezk 28 1S ) and once in the NT (Rev 
21 10 ). In the OT passages RVm has 'or ruby.' 
The Heb. in each case is oik : see, therefore, Ruby, 
above. 

At Rev 21 20 the adpStos of TR or aiptiov of the 

* In 218 Antiochus the Great, after a year's siege, captured 
Sardis, where his usurping rival Achajus maintained himself. 

t This should have been quoted in vol. iii. p. 831 to complete 
the account of the bishopric of Philadelphia ; the relation of 
Notitia iv. and xi. is uncertain, but iv. is later. 
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better MSS is the sixth foundation of the New 
Jerusalem. Epiphanius (quoted by Alford, Gr. 
Test. iv. 505) derives its name from its resemblance 
in colour to a salted fish called sardion. Theo- 
phrastus, with whom King {Antique Gems, p. 7) 
agrees, traces it to the fact that the gem was first 
imported into Greece from Sardis. Middleton 
(Engraved Gems, p. 143) thinks it comes from a 
Pers. word meaning 1 yellow.' He does not give 
the word in question, but the Encyc. Brit. 9 (art. 
* Sardonyx ') connects sard with the Pers. sered, 
« yellowish -red.' There does not appear to be any 

such word : the nearest approach to it is jjj xerd= 

' yellow.' 

The sard is one of the crypto-crystalline gems 
of the silicon family, identical in chemical compo- 
sition with the carnelian, but more crystalline, 
more transparent, and less ruddy. Its colour 
varies from pale golden-yellow to reddish -orange. 
Pliny (HN 31, 106) justly remarks: Nec fuit alia 
gemma apud antiquos usu frequentior. This was 
owing to the beauty of the stone, which in the best 
specimens is brilliantly transparent and very line 
in colour, to its toughness, its facility of working, 
and the high polish of which it is susceptible. It 
also retains its ]>olish longer than other gems. The 
finest engravings of ancient times were on sards. 
Pliny states that the best examples came from 
Babylon, but that source of supply had failed in 
his day. Others were obtained from Paros, Assos, 
India, and Egypt. Theophrastus (Lap. 56) speaks 
of two principal kinds — the male, brownish in 
colour, and the female, transparent red : rb pir 
biaqxxvit, ipvOpbrtpoy Si, KaXeircu 6yj\v' rb Si Siaipcwis 
fUr, peX&vrepoy Si, koXutoi ipaey. Considering how 
largely this gem was used, not only amongst 
Greeks and Humans but also for Assyrian cylinders 
and Phum. scarabs, it is curious that there should 
be only one verse in the Bible where it is unques- 
tionably mentioned, and that not as an engraved 
stone. J. Taylor. 

SARDONYX.— The name indicates the structure 
of the gem, a layer of sard and one of onyx. Pliny 
(HN 37, 86) says : Sardonuches olim . . . intellige- 
bantur candore in sarda, hoc est veluti carne ungui 
hominis imposita et iitroque tralucido. The finest 
then came from Arabia and India. In the latter 
country it was found in torrent-beds, some pieces 
being large enough for sword handles. It is better 
adapted for cameos than for signets, but was much 
useii by the Romans for both purposes, and it 
possesses one quality valuable for a seal : wax does 
not adhere to it. Juvenal twice refers to sardonyx 
seals— 

' Arjruit ipso rum quoa littera iremmaque princeps 
Sardonjehuin, loculis quw custoditur eburnis' (Sat. xiii. 18S), 

and 

' Ideo conducta Paullus agebat 
Sardonyche . . .' (ib. viL 144). 

This gem has always been easy to produce artifici- 
ally, either by joining together layers of different 
stones or by placing a sard on a red-hot iron, when 
the surface exj>osed to the heat becomes of an 
opaque white colour. 

The sardonyx (trapSbw^) is the fifth foundation- 
stone of the ISew Jerusalem (Rev 21*). RVm gives 
sardonyx as an alternative for diamond in trans- 
lating cS*?n; at Ex 28 1B 30 u , but at Ezk 28" RV con- 
tents itself with the diamond of the text. There 
is no sufficient reason for supposing that aShn: 
means sardonyx. The Oxf. Heb. Lex. is inclined 
to deri ,-e DiSn; from a*?n, and to explain the name as 
pointing to the hardness of the stone. This would 
not favour the identification with the sardonyx. 

J. Taylor. 



8 ARE A.— One of the swift scribes who wi ote tc 
the dictation of Ezra (2 Es 14"). 

8AREPTA. — See Zarephath. 

8 ARGON (rirjp, 'Aprd).— Once mentioned in the 
Bible (Is 20 1 ), when it is said that he sent his 
Tartan (turtannu) or commander-in-chief against 
Ashdod (B.C. 711). The name had been borne by 
a famous king of early Babylonia, who founded 
an empire which extended to the Mediterranean 
(B.C. 3800) ; and as Sargon's two predecessors, Tig- 
lath-pileser III. and Shalmaneser IV., had assumed 
new names after seizing the Assyr. throne, it seems 
probable that Sargon also was an assumed name. 
It is written in cuneiform Sar-gina, as if a com- 
pound of the Semitic sar, ' king,' and the Sumerian 
gina, 'established,' and is accordingly rendered by 
the Semitic Sarru-kiuu, ' the established' or ' legiti- 
mate monarch ' ; but the inscriptions of the elder 
Sargon show that the name is really a corruption 
of Sarganu, 'the strong one' (cf. the biblical 
Serug). 

When Shalmaneser IV. died or was murdered, 
during the siege of Samaria (B.C. 722), the crown 
was usurped (on the 12th of the month Tebet) by 
the Assyr. general Sargon, who claimed descent 
from a semi-mythical king of Assyria called Bel- 
bani. Samaria was captured soon afterwards, and 
Sargon transported 27,200 of its population into 
captivity, the city being placed under an Assyr. 
satrap. Meanwhile Babylon had been seized by 
the Kalda chief, Merodach-baladan. who main- 
tained himself in Chaldiea for 12 years, notwith- 
standing the defeat of his Elamite allies. In n.c. 
720 a certain llu-bihdi, also called Yahubi'di, 
arose at Hnmath. and led Arpad. Damascus, and 
Palestine into revolt. This was easily suppreased, 
however ; Hamath was colonized by 4300 Assyrians, 
and the Philistines and Egyptians were defeated 
at Raphia on the borders of Egypt. In B.C. 719 
the Minni, east of Ararat, were attacked and de- 
feated, and two years later Sargon gained a great 
victory over the combined forces of the Hittites of 
Carchemish and of Mita of the Moschi (Meshech). 
Carchemish became an Assyrian city, it* trade 

f assed into Assyrian hands, and Sargon carried 
rom it to the treasury of Calah 11 talents and 
30 manehs of gold and 2100 talents of silver. 

In B.C. 716 Sargon was called on to meet a con- 
federacy of the northern nations — Rusas of Ararat 
or Van," Mita of the Moschi, and many other tribes, 
the Minni, Tubal, Milid (Malatiyeh), etc. In the 
course of the campaign he marched into the land 
of the Medes towards the Caspian Sea, and re- 
ceived tribute from eight of their chiefs. The 
following year the country of the Minni was over- 
run, the iClinmean chief Daiukku (Dfiiokes) being 
transported to Hamath, and the Bedawin of N. 
Arabia were chastised. In 714 the Minni submitted, 
and the army of Rusas of Ararat was annihilated. 
Rusas himself committed suicide. In 713 forty- 
five Median chiefs, including Arbaku (Arbaces), 
were made tributary, as well as the kingdom of 
Ellipi in which the city of Ecbatana was after- 
wards built. Tubal and Cilicia also submitted, 
and in 712 Milid was captured and destroyed. In 
711 a vassal prince was established at Marqasi 
(Mer'ash), the capital of Gurgum in N. Syria, and 
the turtannu was sent against Palestine, where a 
rebellion had broken out. A league had been 
formed between Merodach-baladan and the princes 
of the West, including Hezekiah of Judah, but, 
before the confederates could move, Ashdod, the 
centre of the revolt, was taken by storm, and 
Judah, Moab, and Edom paid homage to the con- 
queror. The turn of Merodach-baladan came in 
710-709, when he was driven first from Babylonia 
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and then from his ancestral city, Bit-Yakin in the 
marshes, and Sargon was crowned at Babylon. 
After this he sent a statue of himself to the vassal 
princes of Cyprus, which was set up at Idalion, 
and is now in the Berlin Museum. _ Kummukh, or 
Coruagene, was annexed to Assyria in 708, and 
a war was commenced with the Elamites in 707. 
Sargon had already built his palace of Dur-Sargina 
(now Khorsahad, but called Sarghun by the. Arabic 
geographers), about 10 miles N. of Nineveh. He 
was murdered B.c. 705. A. H. Sayck. 

SARID ("n? ; B 'EaeStxyuXd, 2«Moi/k ; A ZapOlS, 
"ZapiS ; Sarid). — A border town of Zebulun, situated 
to the west of Chisloth-tabor (Iksdl, Jos 19 10 - '*). 
Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. 2aptd, Sarith) do 
not- identify it. Conder, following the reading 
ZedSovic, and that of the ancient Syriac version, 
•Asdod,' reads 'Sadid,' and identities it with 
Tell ShadUd, an artificial mound with fine springs, 
on the north side of the great plain of Esdraelon, 
and about 5 miles to the westward of IksAl (PEF 
Mem. ii. 43, 70). C. W. Wilson. 

SAR0THIE (B ZapuOel, A 2ap«<W), 1 Es 5 s *.— His 
sons are named among the sons of Solomon's ser- 
vants who returned with Zerubbabel. There is 
no corresponding name in the lists of Ezra and 
Nehemian. 

8AR8ECHIM (o'jcryp ; BA« Xapovaa X d P , Q Na/3ov- 
oap&x, Q m « 2apffaxtlfi I Vulg. Sarsachim). — One of 
the princes of the king of Babylon who was present 
at the taking of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 
the 11th year of Zedekiah, Jer 39 [Or. 46] 3 . He 
seems to have borne the title of Rab-saris, 1 chief 
of the head 8 or princes.' There is much doubt as 
to the original form of the name, and its meaning 
is, therefore, likewise obscure. Schrader (COT ii. 
p. 110) merely remarks that the first part of the 
name is quite clear {"\7=' king'), and queries the 
reading. In all probability, testimony to its in- 
correctness is to be found in the fact that the 
vocalization is practically the same as that of the 
Hebrew form of Sennacherib (Sanherib, Sarsechlm ; 
cf. Is i rn rod, Nisroch, etc.). If the first element, 
sar, be regarded as certain, the original form may 
have been Sar-iskun, 'he (the god) has made a 
king,' that is, provided a successor to the throne. 
In this case the original form of the name would 
have been lJ9"!ip,* which would go back to a time 
when no vowels whatever were written. t In the 
present state of our knowledge, however, all 
identifications of this name must be regarded as 
tentative and unsatisfactory, presenting, as they 
do, several difficulties, and being unsupported by 
the monuments. The Greek forms beginning with 
NaSou are probably due to the name Samgar- 
neoo, which precedes. If, however, they have any 
authority — and sometimes the Greek ' forms are 
the more correct (cf. Nisroch) — that of Q Na/3ou- 
aap&x would be the best for comparison, as it 
resembles very closely the NabH-iar-dhe-iu, ' Nebo 
is his brothers' king,' of the inscriptions (Strass- 
maier, Inschriften von Nabuckodonosor, 172, 23 ; + 
216, 12,§ and elsewhere). See also artt. Nergal- 
Sharkzer and Samgar-nebo. T. G. Pinches. 

• pap"!? would also be likely. 

t As the Greek form Saracos shows, the name of Sin-iarra- 
iikun ('Sin has made a king'), the last king of Assyria, could be 
pronounced without the name of the deity, and would then be 
the same as the Sar-iskun. here suggested, at the some time 
furnishing an objection, for any one bearing such a name would 
probably have been regarded as claiming the throne. 

t NabU-lar-dM-hi, son of Dikia, and father of NabH-muX*t%- 
tirri, fifth witness to a contract dated in the 27th year of 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

I Nabu-iar-AM-hi, son of Kinunnda, son of Jddina-Pap- 
wtal, third witness to a contract dated in the 30th year of 
Ktbncbndn ew a r . 



SATAN (Heb. pp, Arab, ^lljxi, Syr. ]±&SD 

Greek aaravat [but in 2 Co 12 7 Zard*, «*** A* # 
D** EKLP etc.— yet the evidence is doubtful, and 
the reading 'ZaravS. (genit.) is preferred by Lachm. 
Tisch. 8 and WH on the authority of A* BD* 
FG Copt. It. Vulg. Orig. Iren. Tert. On the other 
hand, the reading 2a rd? was preferred by Meyer, 
though there is no analogy to it in the NT, and in 
the LXX only in 1 K 11" 23*', and Aq. on Job 1«J. 
More frequently (especially in the Gospels) the 
Heb. proper name is simply rendered by dtd/SoXor, 
' the accuser ' or ' calumniator.' In Rev 12 10 6 Karti- 
yup is the equivalent used). — The name and con- 
ception of Satan belong to the post-exilian age of 
Hebrew development. Probably Zee 3 1 is the 
earliest instance of its appearance in our Canonical 
literature. On the other hand, the roots of the 
conception can without difficulty be traced in the 
writings of pre-exilian and exilian times. 

i. Prk-exilian Period.— (l) The Serpent, who 
tempts Eve and lures man to his doom, is a demon 
in animal shape, analogous to the Arabic jinn 
which frequently resided in serpents. See art. 
Demon and also Magic (vol. iii. p. 208, footnote J). 

(2) The Babylonian Txdmat, the dragon-monster 
of the great abyss, with whom Marduk, god of 
light, contended (see art. Cosmogony), corresponds 
to the Hebrew Leviathan or Rahab in exilian and 
post-exilian literature (cf. also Am 9 s ), with whom 
Jehovah entered into conflict and whom He de- 
stroyed. See artt. Rahab and Sea Monster. 

(3) The individual subject might be possessed 
by an * evil spirit '(IS 16", cf . Jg 9 s8 ), which drives 
him to commit acts of violence in opposition to the 
Divine will. In 1 S 16 M this 'evil spirit' is placed 
in opposition to the Spirit of the Lord which 
departed from Saul upon its advent. This evil 
spirit, which 'distressed' the king, is also 
spoken of as ' from Jehovah.' Wellhausen draws 
attention to the curious distinction that, whereas 

nn is the good spirit, '"' n(cQ rjn (or ov.?g * rj'i) is 
a bad spirit. The former expression connotes a 
closer community of mind and purpose between 
the Deity and His emissary. For the present, 
however, it is sufficient to take note that evil, 
whether it be misfortune or sin, is referred to a 
Divine causality in accordance with the intense 
feeling of dependence on God which characterized 
the ancient Hebrew, 1 S l 8 18 10 19» 26"\ 2 S 24', 
1 K 22», Jg 9=», Is 6 10 63", Ps 51 s (Max Lohr). In 
the interesting parallel Jg 9 2a the evil spirit shows 
itself as a spirit of discord between Abiinelech and 
the Shechemites, just as it exhibited itself in Saul's 
outbreaks of violent jealousy against David. It is 
thus somewhat analogous in character to the 
Homeric "Ar^, daughter of Zeus. Cf. art. Magic 
in vol. iii. p. 208\ 

(4) In Micaiah's vision the emissary who goes 
forth to execute Jehovah's behest is a lying spirit 
(ngy m) in the mouth of the prophets who lures 
Aiiab to his doom (1 K22 22ff ). It would lead us 
beyond the limits of our subject if we were to 
discuss the OT conceptions of Jehovah'B character 
involved in this naive portrayal of the relation 
subsisting between- God and the lying spirit. On 
this passage Kittel's remarks may be studied with 
advantage in his commentary, This narrative in 
1 K 22 1 " 37 forms an almost continuous section 
following on ch. 20, and there are no sufficient 
grounds for separating vv. 1B_!B or other portions 
from the narrative as later additions (as Schwally 
proposes in ZATW, 1892, p. 15911*.; cf. Marti in 
SK, 1892, p. 230). 

(5) Of subsidiary significance is the difficult 
•en 4 ?!? ia not so distinctive a name for the God of the 

Hebrews, since it may even designate heathen deities. 
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section Gn 6 1 '*, in which supernatural causes are 
assigned to growing human corruption in the 
fleshly union of angels and women and the rise of 
a race of nephilim. Holzinger (Commentary on 
Gen. p. 67) suggests that it contains a fragment 
of an old cosmogony with a conflict of higher and 
lower deities, parallel to the Babylonian. Note the 
influence of the tradition on the Book of Enoch. 

We have sufficiently indicated the roots of the 
conception of Satan which are to be found in pre- 
exilian and to a certain extent in exilian literature. 
The word p7 occurs in pre-exilian literature in the 
sense of 'opponent' or 'adversary.' It is thus 
applied to David by the Philistines (1 S 29'), and 
to Hadad the Edoinite whom God raised' up as 
Solomon's adversary (1 K ll u , cf. a like U6e in 
Mt 16'- 8 ). Thus an angel may fultil this function 
with good intent (Nu 22 aff ). 

ii. Post-Exilian (Old Testament) Period.— 
When we come to post-exilian literature we find 
the existence of a Satan who is a supernatural 
adversary of man in an essential sense, whoso set 
purpose it is to work vital injury either to the 
individual or to the race. The growth of this con- 
ception was probably due to the unconscious opera- 
tion of two tendencies. ( 1 ) As the conception of 
God became freed from the limitations of primitive 
nationalism and also more ethically exalted, and 
His sovereignty over the world regarded as uni- 
versal and transcendent, there gradually arose 
an inevitable tendency to interpolate mediating 
angelic agencies between this transcendent Divine 
sovereign and the world of which He was Lord. 
(2) By an unconscious logical process an attempt 
was made to solve the ethical problem of the 
presence of evil in the world on the one hand and 
of Divine righteousness and absolute sovereignty 
on the other. To post-exilian Judaism, as the 
Books of Psalms and Job clearly testify, it was of 
supreme moment to vindicate the ways of God to 
Israel in the presence of dire calamity and perse- 
cution. Though the problem of the ultimate origin 
of evil is not even discussed, evil is ascribed to 
Satan the opponent of man and, to a certain ex- 
tent, of God's beneficent purpose. He is a spirit 
who takes delight in mans misfortune, and is 
even permitted by God to work his fell designs 
though they be contrary to the Divine intention. 
Thus in Zee 3 s Jehovah is angered against Satan 
because the latter is not yet satisfied with all the 
misfortunes that have befallen Jerusalem, but de- 
mands further punishment. In the Book of Job 
the righteous sufferer is made the victim of Satan's 
malicious purpose. We even find ourselves in- 
volved in an apparent contradiction : Satan takes 
his place in the heavenly court among the other 
sons of God, and gives an account of his acts, and 
receives his commands from his Divine Lord. But 
a contrary spirit is manifest in the Divine Sovereign 
and in His malignant angel. The former desires 
to see Job's righteous character vindicated ; the 
latter denies its genuineness, and desires to see it 
subjected to a strain that will wreck it. Here the 
characteristic traits of Satan's character are clearly 
visible, implied in his name and illustrated con- 
tinually in subsequent literature : (a) He is the 
accuser (6idpo\ot) and also (b) the tempter (A vtio&- 
fwv) that seeks to entrap piety and work its. ruin. 
It is in this latter rOle that he meets us in 1 Ch 
21', where he tempts David, whereas in the pre- 
exilian form of the story (2 S 24 1 ) it is God Himself 
who submits David to the test. We have here an 
interesting indication that in the time when the 
Books of Chronicles were written (4th cent. B.C.) 
the personality of Satan had become distinctly 
realized. Whereas in the earlier post-exilian writ- 
ings, Zechariah and Job, the dcf. article is attached, 
the form ' Satan ' in 1 Ch 21 1 is anarthrous (Smend). 



iii. Later Judalsm. — The evolution of the Jew. 
tali conception of Satan is marked by an ever- 
growing tendency to a dualism, which, however, 
always stops short of being absolute through the 
all - controlling limitations imposed by Hebrew 
monotheism. The tendency undoubtedly existed, 
and was probably fostered by Persian influence; 
for in Persian religion the dualism of good and 
evil is more accentuated than in any other ancient 
system. The extent to which Persian ideas 
moulded the Book of Tobit has been recently made 
the subject of an interesting study by J. H. 
Moulton (Expos. Times, March 1900). This writer 
confirms the doubts expressed by the author of 
the present article (see APOLLYON) that the As- 
modojus of Tobit (or the Ashmedai of the Talmud) 
is identical with the Afishma Daeva of the Bunda- 
hesh. This identity is confidently asserted by 
Holtzmann (Neutest. Theol. i. p. 53), but it cannot 
be accepted without stronger evidence.* His main 
contention, however, that Persian influence largely 
affected Jewish satanology, we hold to be well 
founded. Twelve years ago Cheyne contended for 
a like influence in the realm of Jewish eschatology 
(Expos. Times, ii. 202, 224, 248 ; Bampton Lect. p. 
394 ff.). Cf. Kohut, Jud. Angel, p. 62 f. 

The demonology of the Book of Enoch is de- 
veloped with remarkable fulness, and presents 
striking analogies to that of the NT. Charles, in 
his art. Apocalyptic Literature in the present 
work (cf. his edition of the Book of Enoch), would 
place the dates of the different sections between 
180 and 64 B.c.t The demons proceeded, according 
to 16 1 , from the giants, who were the offspring of 
the fallen angels who lusted after the daughters of 
men. These demons accomplish man's moral ruin 
until the day of final judgment arrives. Satan, as 
in the NT, is represented as the ruler of a rival 
kingdom of evil, which is nevertheless subject to 
the 'Lord of spirits' (65*). We read, moreover, 
not only of Satan, but also of Satan* ; and it should 
be noted that in the Similitudes the Satans and the 
fallen angels are carefully distinguished. The 
latter fall in the days of Jared according to chs. 
1-36 and 91-104, while in ch. 69, where a catalogue 
of names is given (cf. 6 7 ), the functions of the two 
classes are confused (Charles). Jeknn is the first 
chief ' who led astray all the children of the angels 
and brought them down to earth.' The names of 
other teinpters follow. The name of the Satan 
who led Eve astray is Gadreel (69"). He is third 
in the hierarchy described in § 3 fl*. The Satans 
are first mentioned in Enoch 40 7 , where we read 
that Fanuel, one of the four chief angels, wards 
off the Satans and forbids them to appear (as Satan 
in the Book of Job) in the presence of the Lord of 
spirits to accuse the dwellers on earth. _ These 
Satans belong to a counter- kingdom of evil ruled 
by a chief called Satan (53 3 ). They existed as evil 
powers before the ' Watchers ' J fell by corrupting 
themselves with the daughters of men. The 
four chief angels, 'Michael, Gabriel, Rafael, and 
Fanuel will take hold of them on that great day 
[i.e. Judgment Day] and cast them into a burning 
furnace, that the Lord of spirits may take venge- 
ance on them for their unrighteousness in becoming 
subject to Satan and leading astray those who 
dwell on the earth ' (54 8 ). These Satans, accord- 
ing to 40 7 , have the means of access to heaven, 
which the 'watchers' or other fallen angels did 
not possess (13 5 14 s ). They have a threefold func- 
tion : they tempt to evil (69*- 8 ), they accuse tha 

'This is also the view of Baudissin in PRE 3 sub cool 
' Asmodi.' 

t Baldensperger (Selbstbewutstscin Jrsu*. pp. 12-18) would 
place the dates considerably later. So also Scbiirer; cf. hit 
GK/Siii. pp. 195, 19&-201. 

J Cf. the i-yfi.y/m of Dn 4>«» ; cf. also Book of JubiUn and 
Testaments or' the XI 1 Patriarchs. 
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inhabitants of earth (40 7 ), and they punish the con- 
demned. In this last character they are called 
• angels of punishment ' (53 5 56 1 62" 63 r ) (Charles). 

This multiform activity in the kingdom of evil, 
expressed in multiplied personalities, is a marked 
feature of the Book of Enoch ; and, viewed from 
this aspect, there is a close resemblance between 
the demonology of the Book of Enoch and that of 
the later Judaism expressed in the treatises of the 
Talmud, to which attention will presently be 
called. 

In the Apocrypha, apart from the Book of Tobit, 
the references to Satan, though significant, are 
not numerous. As in the Book of Enoch, we are 
in the presence of a kingdom of demons. Satan, 
according to the Book of Sirach, so takes posses- 
sion of the ungodly man s soul that when he curses 
Satan lie may be said to curse himself (Sir 21"). 
In the Book of Wisdom (2 s4 ) we see that Satan and 
the Serpent of Gn 3 are more or less identified. 
Death entered into the world through the envy of 
the devil. This identification of the Serpent and 
Satan is the ever-recurring feature of Judaism and 
Christianity alike. In the Book of Banich (4 7> *) 
the deities of the heathen are called demons (cf. 
Dt 32' 7 , Ps 106 37 ). and Israel sutlers punishment 
for sacrificing to them (cf. Kv ff x ) ; but of Satan 
there is no express mention. In the Book of Tobit, 
Asniodi (Asmodseus) may be regarded as the 
equivalent of Satan in being the chief personi- 
fication of evil. This demon is conjured by the 
magical prescription described in ch. 6, viz. burn- 
ing the heart and liver of a fish with the ashes of 
incense. In its demonology this book stands apart 
from the other books of the Apocrypha, but in its 
ascription of lustful qualities to Asmodieus we find 
a close parallel to later Jewish conceptions. In 
the Psalms of Solomon we have only a slight refer- 
ence to the supernatural agency of evil. Ryle 
and Janies have noted the simplicity of the reli- 
gious ideas of this book. There is only one clear 
allusion to angelology (17 49 ). In 4» the prosperous 
man is compared to ' a serpent speaking with the 
wonts of transgressors words of deceit to pervert 
wisdom.' Here tin 3 is evidently in the mind of 
the Psalmist. In PhUo Judaus demons and Satan 
fall into the background and disappear. His 
attitude is exhibited in his Treatise on Giants, 
c. 4, where his rationalizing tendency is manifest. 
Note his treatment of Ps 7T 48 LXX. The sources 
of evil are found in the flesh and its passions, in 
self-love and ignorance, rather than in supernatural 
personalities (see Druminond, vol. ii. pp. 297-305). 

Some reference may here be made to the inter- 
esting Book of the Secrets of Enoch recently 
brought to light in its Slavonic form by Mr. 
Mortill. It has been supposed that it was origin- 
ally composed about the beginning of the Christian 
era. Here again we note the identification of 
Satan with the Serpent in Gn 3. We read in SI*' 
' The devil took thought as if wishing to make 
another world because things were subservient to 
Adam on earth . . . He became Satan after he 
left the heavens. His name was formerly Satan ail. 
He conceived designs against Adam in such a 
manner that he entered and deceived Eve. But 
he did not touch Adam.' 29 4ff# graphically por- 
trays how Satanail was hurled from the heights 
with his angels on the third day of creation : * One 
of those in the ranks of the archangels having 
turned away with the rank below him, entertained 
an impossible idea that he should make his throne 
higher than the clouds over the earth, and should 
be equal in rank to My power. And I hurled him 
from the heights with his angels. And he was 
flying in the air continually above the abyss.' 
Hero we have one of the ultimate sources of 
Milton's conception of Satan's revolt. 



The Jeteish ideas reflected in the Targums and 
Midrash present a close resemblance to those just 
described. The identification of the Serpent with 
Satan was expressed in Jewish theological writers 
by the name bestowed on the latter, ftaigi} b»ijj. 
Thus in Sifri 1386 the heathen are called the 
disciples of 'pnpn rnj who seduced Adam and Eve. 
In Bereshith 29 we find the tradition that Sammael, 
the highest angel that stamU before God's throne, 
caused the Serpent to seduce the woman. Thus 
Satan and Sammael coalesce into one personality. 
Sammael, according to Deut. Rabba 11, is the 
angel, the wicked one, chief of all Satans. Here 
again we observe the same divided personalities 
as in the Book of Enoch, and Satan appears to be 
a personified generalization. There is an arch- 
Satan called Sammael, and there are Satans who 
are subordinate to him, just as the angels who 
are subject to God as His attendant ministers. 
According to Targ. J emu. I. on Gn 3" Eve saw, at 
the moment when the Serpent addressed her, Sain- 
mael, ' angel of death,' and became afraid. Envy 
is made the motive to man's temptation. Accord- 
ing to Sanhedrin 59, the Serpent was jealous of the 
services rendered to man by the angels. In Sota 
9a and Beresh. Rabba 18, the temptation is 
ascribed to the motive of lustful jealousy. Ib. 
"2A relates the curious legend that demons held 
intercourse with Adam and Eve during the first 
130 years after the Fall, and other demons (one*, 
pi* 1 ! and frtrm) were the product of the union. 
Bereshith 42 ascribes the birth of Cain to the union 
of Satan with Eve (Weber). 

Freedom of will is ascribed in the Talmud to 
man even after the Fall. He can therefore choose 
either good or evil. The evil impulse in man is 
designated by the term jnsj ■)£, which works within 
him like a leaven (Bcrakh. 17a). Satan accom- 
plishes his fell purpose by the instrumentality of 
the mn -i£ (Bammidbar rabba 20, Baba bathra 
15a). Moreover, Satan is not only tempter, but 
also accruer, of whom the individual is continually 
in dread, since he never knows what is his stand- 
ing before God, whether he is justified in His 
sight, or liable to condemnation through Satan's 
accusations. A similar conception underlies 1 Ti 
3 s - 7 and Rev 12 10 . —Targums frequently foist Satan 
into the OT narrative, e.g. Targ. Jon. on Ex 32'* 
(Lv 9*). Eisenmenger, Ent. Jua. i. p. 845, quotes 
rabbinic passages in which the angel who wrestled 
with Jacob is identified with Sammael. Similarly 
Belial (Beliar), according to Ascensio Jesaia, enters 
into Manasseh and accomplishes the martyrdom of 
the prophet. 

iv. New Testament ideas respecting Satan. 
— These follow the broad outlines of contemporary 
Judaism, but are without its grosser and more 
extravagant elements, and are generally char- 
acterized by simplicity. The epithets bestowed 
on Satan are various. He is apparently identified 
with Beelzebub * (Beelzebul) in Alt 12* » cf. 10=* ; 

* Instead of Hn>X'3»C>. the better attested form in Mt 10* 
1224.27, Mk 8», Lk 1118.18 i 8 IIitfcgtfA (sustained by B and 
partly by K ; see WH), The latter is obviously a corruption of 
the former, aod the former (BuAtiio^A) arose out of the <)T 
form adopted by Jerome and Aramaized, BeeUebvb. How did 
Bio'&vk arise? About this we have three theories— (1) 
mjm2i#»tW in Mt 10 3 * is held to be a rendering based on the 
Aramaic Soipsy. This may be true in reference to hjEf, but 
that ^{ means ' house,' ' dwelling-,' is doubtful. In 1KB 13 the 
reading* is uncertain ; cf. LXX and Wellh. in Bleek's Ein- 
leitung*, p. 236. See also Nowock on Hab 8". (2) "72t?y3 
is regarded as a purposed variation with a contemptuous 
meaning, 'lord of filth.' (= 8yr. ZebU) means *terew. 

Cheyne in Encycl. BM. argues that superstitious Jews would 
hardly use such an opprobrious epithet against the prince of the 
demons. Moreover, such a mode of pronouncing the name it 
not found anywhere but in the NT. (3) More probable is the 
view of Baudissin (art. 'Beelzebub' in PJiJSi) that we have a 
change of final consonant in popular pronunciation parallel to 
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but this is doubted by Weiss (Bib. Tlieol. of NT, 
i. p. 103, footnote). He is usually called SidfioXos 
(a literal rendering of the Hebrew name) ; some- 
times 6 xovi]pjt, Mt 13 1 *- x , 2 Th 3 3 , and perhaps in 
the Lord's Prayer ; ttycr ipx*iot, Rev 12 9 20* ; 6 
ixOpb*, Mt 13 s8 ; 6 rod tc&ifiov dpxuy, ^ n W etc. ; 
[6] Hpx u¥ ™ v Saipopluv, Mt 12 34 ; 6 dpxup Tijt <?£owias 
toO dt>t, Eph 2 s . 

(a) jTAe Synoptic tradition. — Jesus felt Himself 
in the presence of demons belonging to a king- 
dom of evil ruled over by a supreme per- 
sonality, Satan or Beelzebub. These personal 
agencies work every form of physical and moral 
calamity. They recognize, however, the might 
of Jesus the Messiah gifted with the power 
of God to destroy the works of Satan and all 
his personal subordinates (Mk 1"- « 3»- * 
»•» 6 7 , Lk 10' 7 ao ll 1 *"" 13 M ). Jesus on F : » side 
fnlly recognizes the existence and power of the 
kingdom of Satan, which resists the establishment 
of the kingdom of God (Mt 12 s * Mk 3*). In the 
narrative of the Temptation the world is regarded 
as ruled by Satan (cf. Jn 14 30 ) ; but in the Luke 
tradition (4 8 atai »>), Satan, on the other hand, 
confesses that his authority is not original and 
fundamental, but is derived (i/uA rapa84dorai) ; and 
this power he is willing to transfer to Jesus upon 
condition of His allegiance. The narrative illus- 
trates the character of cunning that belongs to 
Satan as the tempter of mankind (Gn 3 1 ), for he 
quotes Ps 91 11 * 12 for his own purposes (Mt 4 s ), and 
applies the words to the Messiah. Against this 
subtle deceit Jesus warns His disciples. Satan is 
eager to sift Simon as wheat (Lk 22 31 ), and enters, 
like a demon, into Judas (v. s ). 

The prevailing belief that physical maladies 
were due to the direct agency of evil spirits (see 
Demon) was recognized by Christ. This demonic 
power that works physical havoc is under the su- 
preme control of Satan, and is ascribed to him in 
the case of the afflicted woman (Lk 13 16 ). In the 
expulsion of demons by His disciples Christ sees 
the overthrow of Satan s power (Lk 10 18 , in which 
•utterance our Lord recurs to the well-known 
passage in Is 14 m -). Accordingly the dualistic 
tendency, to which we have before adverted, is 
definitely limited by the absolute nature of God's 
righteous rule, whereby a definite term is set to 
Satan's sway. Meanwhile the anarchy which 

Srevails works its baleful effects in the rival king- 
om which Satan sets up as a quasi-god of this 
world (cf. 2 Co 4 14 ). This evil is intellectual and 
moral as well as physical. The devil takes the 
seed of the Divine word out of the heart of man 
(Mk 4", Mt 13 I9 S8 ) and plants the spurious wheat 
(darnel, fififta). In other words, to borrow Pauline 
phraseology, he shows his craft by beclouding 
the understanding, ' blinding the thoughts of the 
unbelieving, so that they are unable to behold the 
gospel light of Christ's glory ' (2 Co 4 4 ). 

[6) Pauline teaching. — Tliis stands in perfect 
continuity with that of Jesus reflected in the 
Synoptic tradition. We are still in the presence of 
many of the ideas that prevailed in contemporary 
Judaism, viz. of the Book of Enoch in the more 
remote past ; of the Book of Wisdom, the Testa- 
ments of the XII Patriarchs, and of the Book of 
Jubilees in the age that immediately preceded the 
time when St. Paul wrote ; of the Assumption of 
Moses coeval with the time of his literary activity 
and of the Apocalypse of Baruch, which immedi- 
ately followed it. The apostle's conceptions re- 
specting angelology and dcinonology have been 

others, e.g. Bab el Mandel (tor Mnndeb).— The theory supported 
by Riehm is certainly worthy of consideration, that Beelzebub 
in the time of Christ was understood as K?;n ' lord of 
enmitv'=3<«£«A« ; see Brockelmann's Lex. Syr. sub voce, and 
cf. Assyr. bil dabdbi. Cf. art. Baalzkbub. 



carefully examined by Everling in a s\*ecial • 
treatise, and abundantly illustrated from the litera- 
ture just mentioned. 

In the writings of St. Paul we are confronted by 
an array of supernatural agencies which are not 
all definitely evil or good, but some of which 
stand in relative opposition to God (Ritschl, 
Rechtfert. «. Vers. 1 ii. p. 251, quoted by Everling). 
4n Ro 8 W , 1 Co 15" we find them designated by 
the names dpx*l, ii-ovolai, and Swdp.ets. Here the 
dpxai are perhaps to be identitied with the dpxovfts 
rod iiuvos toCtov of 1 Co 2*. * The gods of the heathen 
are not absolutely non-existent (see Demon), but 
have a subordinate potency in heathen sacra as 
Oeol *al Kipiu (1 Co cf. 12 5 ). These super- 
natural 'rulers of this world' have a certain 
wisdom of their own (1 Co 2*- 8 ), to which the 
eternal wisdom revealed by God's Spirit to simple- 
minded faith appears to be folly. Such wisdom 
will be brought to nought (cf. 2 Co 10 s ). To the 
KOpioi /ecu Otol correspond the «rrotx«ta rod Kbopov, 
which may be considered to be an abstraction 4 - 
standing in place of the personal concrete names 
(cf. dpxo-l, i^ovfflcu, Opbvoi, and Kvpidrifra), or, as 
Spittat would interpret the phrase, the «rroix«a 
represent the sphere of their personal activity. 
These are the Koc/xoKpdTopes of the dark spiritual 
world against which the Christian is to arm him- 
self (Eph 6 18 ) ; over which Jesus triumphed in the 
Cross (Col 2 a , eee Lightfoot). 

Over all this world of evil energy Satan reigns, 
and all its collective power for evil is gathered up 
in his personality. He is the tempter (6 xeipdfav, 

1 Th 3*, 1 Co 7 8 ; cf. Mt 4 , s and parallels). Bodily 
diseases are ascribed to him just as in Lk 13 18 . 
Indeed, in one remarkable passage, 1 Co 5*- 8 , we 
even see Satan utilized for the advantage of the 
individual and the Church. The offender in a 
solemn Church assembly is to be delivered over to 
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, in order that 
the spirit of the sinner may be saved in the day 
of the Ixwd's appearing. Satan, as the inflicter 
of physical malady, is apparently identified with 
the destroyer, Ex 12 s8 (LXX 6 6\t0pe6uv, see AroL- 
I.YON), Nu Iff"*', to which 1 Co 10'° evidently 
alludes. Compare also the destroying angel of 

2 S 24 18 , 2 K 19 s8 , and also Wis 18^. According 
to Wis 2 24 death entered into the world through 
the devil, an idea which is closely related to the 
conception which prevails all through biblical 
literature, that long life is the reward of the 
righteous (Ex 20" etc.), while the wicked are cut 
off and their lamp (of life) put out. Thus, accord- 
ing to St. Paul's own belief, surrender to Satan 
brought death as its ultimate consequence (1 Co 5 s , 
2 Co 2") ; while in Jn 8** Satan is dvdpwiroKTbvot of 
dpxys (cf. Gn 3 W ). This power Jesus destroyed by 
death (He 2"). 

St. Paul ascribed his own physical maladies to 
Satan's agency. 'The stake (cnciXo^) in the flesh' 
he calls 'Satan's messenger' (2 Co 12 7 ). The 
phrase i» doBtvelq. in v. 9 followed by iv dtrBeveiM 
clearly points to some bodily affliction, probably 
chronic fever (see Ramsay, Expositor, July 1899, 
pp. 20-23). Here again Satan is made subordinate 
to God's purposes of grace, and becomes a servant 
of moral discipline which St. Paul was strengthened 
to bear, thougn he prayed frequently to be delivered 
from it. With this passage and 1 Co 6 4 - 5 cf. 
1 Ti l w . 

The apostle, like his contemporaries, did not 
think of the demons as inhabiting subterranean 
regions (as the Arabs and ancient Babylonians 

• Heinrici doubts this, and would prefer to identify th« 
ifiX"~i: here with those of Ac 13 2 ". 
f Identified with ti nr^t^in/K in Tut. Salam.; see Ever 

1U1 fi>er Ztoette Brief del Petrus, etc p. 270. 
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did). The angels of God had their residence in 
the higher regions of the heavens ; and even Satan 
and his retinue dwelt, not beneath the earth 
(their final destination after the last judgment), 
, but in the lower atmospheric realm. Thus in 
' Eph 2 J Satan is called 6 Apxuv -n)t i^owrlas rod 
iipos. Cf. Epli 6" « the wicked host of spirits iv 
rott ilrovpaAolt. , An interesting parallel may be 
found in the Testaments of the XII Patr., Levi 3, 
where it is stated that ' he who fears God and loves 
his neighbours cannot be smitten by the spirit of the 
air (rod atplov rvetipaToi), Beliar.' Other interesting 
illustrations may be found in Everling's treatise, 
p. 10711'. The most significant is from Ascension 
of Isaiah 10 s8 (ed. Charles, pp. 74, 132), in which 
•we read that Jesus descends through all the seven 
heavens, assuming at each stage the form of the 
angels which inhabit that special region. At 
length He comes to the firmament where dwells 
the 'prince of this world ' (cf. 7 9 ll a ). 

Beliar,* the variant of the name Belial (see 
Belial), is apparently identified by St. Paul in 
2 Co 6 18 with Satan ; but about this question of 
identification we have the greatest divergence in 
the Jewish and early Christian tradition. The 
subject is discussed in Bousset's learned mono- 
graph, Der Antichrist, part H. ch. iv., Anhang i. 
(p. 99 ff. ). Belial seems identical with the ' Man 
of Sin ' in 2 Th 2 s (see Man of Sin). 

St. Paul follows the Jewish tradition in identify- 
ing Satan with the serpent which tempted Eve. 
This clearly underlies Ro 16 20 1 The God of peace 
shall bruise Satan under your feet,' obviously 
based on Gn 3' 8 fccf . 1 Ti 2 U , Rev 12" 2(f). This view 
is again apparent in 2 Co 1 1 2 - s , where the apostle 
speaks of himself as though he were Christ's own 
Ta.pavvfi.tpLo-; (Kj'syW), to guard the chastity of the 
Church from the devil's wiles of seduction (on the 
image, cf. Ju 3"), whereby Satan even transforms 
himself into an arigel of light (v."). 

(c) The Book of Revelation obviously stands 
apart from the rest of the New Testament by 
reason of its strongly-marked Apocalyptic char- 
acter. Into the recent controversies respecting 
its original form, suggested by the ingenious 
theory of Vischer (supported by Harnack's autho- 
rity), this is not the place to enter. In the Book 
of Revelation we enter a transcendental region 
where the world-drama is enacted before us in a 
series of scenes of conflict between superhuman 

E>rsonalities. It is a *!>\eno* iv oiipary between 
od with His angels of light, and Satan ov the 
dragon, the 'old serpent,' the deceiver of the 
whole world (12*), with his hosts of darkness. 
Chapter 12 has been the subject of much dis- 
cussion since Gunkel wrote his stimulating treatise, 
Schbpfung «. Chaos (pp. 171-398). At the founda- 
tion of the story he sees Babylonian legend thinly 
veiled. The dragon is Tiamat, the woman is 
Damkina, the mother of Marduk (here expressed 
by Christ). This primitive Babylonian myth was 
worked up into Jewish apocalyptic, Chaos or the 
Dragon (liamat) being interpreted as Rome, and 
the entire legend transferred to the end of the 
world. But such a theory raises certain difficulties, 
though some appear to be solved. Bousset (Anti- 
christ, Anhang, p. 169) is by no means disposed to 
agree to the dictum that no essential trait in the 
narrative is of Christian origin. After the last 
great overthrow of the Beast and the kings of the 
earth (Rev 19), Satan is imprisoned in the bottom- 
less pit a thousand years (20*). After this he is 
loosed and deceives the nations, but at length is 

• In Ate. It. O he appears as Beliar, and in 7» as Sammoel. 
Ges. The*, i. 210 notes the rendering of Belial (Beliar) by dominut 
aeru in Svriac lexicographers. Sense as well as sotind (iit 
corresponds to the ending) contributed to this translation, 
which accords with tradition respecting Beliar' a realm. 



finally cast into the lake of fire and brimstone 
where the beast and false prophet are (20 10 , cf. 
Enoch 54 s - 8 , 2 P 2*). 

(d) In St. John's Gospel and Epistles Buch legend- 
ary features disappear. We move in a serener, 
clearer atmosphere of sharply-marked antitheses. 
Satan and Christ are mutually opposed. Satan 
cannot touch him who is born of God and sinneth 
not (lJn 5 18 ). The devil is the ruler of this 
world, and has nothing in Christ (Jn 14 s0 16", cf. 
12 s1 ). Sin enslaves through the power of the 
devil (8 s4 ) ; and this bondage is established, as St. 
John and St. Paul alike taught, through the flesh, 
which is the organic point of human attachment 
to the Ktoftot. Satan sinned from the beginning 
(1 Jn 3 8 ), and was the cause of death (Jn 8**). 
Falsehood is his special realm (8 M ). Jesus stands 
outside the world that is ruled by him (8 a 17 u - l8 ), 
and gradually wins individuals from him into the 
kingdom of God. First, Christ's own disciples are 
rescued from Satan's worldly dominion (15 ls> 17 1 * '*). 
One only has abandoned himself to the devil to 
his own ruin (6 70 ). The world is at present in 
hostility to Jesus and His disciples (14 17 - J9 - *- 
15 is. it iqs i 7 9 > i j n 2 i8-i7 etc-)) but we are assured 

of Christ's final conquest of the world (Jn 16 s *, cf. 
17"- s ). For the Son of God was manifested for 
the express purpose of destroying the works of the 
devil (1 Jn 3 8 ). This is in harmony with Christ's 
own teaching respecting Satan's overthrow re- 
ported in Lk 1U 18 . In Jn 16 11 the judgment and 
condemnation of the devil are regarded, according 
to the tense usage which frequently occurs in the 
NT, as already finally accomplished (xiKptrai, cf. 
12 31 ). See the eloquent remarks on thb passage 
in the Pulpit Commentary by the late Dr. H. R. 
Reynolds. 

v. General Conclusions.— From the preceding 
exposition of the biblical conceptions respecting 
Satan we clearly see that early Christianity shared 
in the prevailing Jewish belief in demons and Satan. 
The attempt has been made by Beyschlag to deny 
the inference to which the Synoptic narratives 
lead us, that Jesus accepted the belief in a per- 
sonal Satan. And with the elimination of a per- 
sonal Satan he would also erase a belief in demons 
and angels from the inner consciousness of Christ. 
' It is certain that Jesus did not recognize as per- 
sonal devils the demons in whom the popular 
Jewish belief saw personal angels of Satan.' ' The 
form of the representation is undoubtedly personi- 
fying, but all the passages are poetic in style.' If 
language is to be manipulated in this fashion, it 
is difficult to see why Christ's belief in a personal 
God may not be eliminated also, or why such a 
process of evaporation might not be successfully 
applied to all contemporary literature. Jesus 
used parabolic language, and His discourses are 
steeped in similitudes ; but when He used a symbol, 
it was understood to be such, or, if not at once so 
understood, its actual meaning was nearly always 
disclosed (Jn & * 4*o*».u-a* qui. a i\m. but in 2'» 
the enigma was solved by the close of His earthly 
career). But to suppose that Jesus persistently 
and consistently used the ordinary language of 
angelology and demonology, and even acted in 
accordance with it, and yet all the time held in 
secret opinions totally at variance with those 
of all His fellow-countrymen, and never revealed 
them by a single hint, — surely this is to invalidate 
Christ's claims to candour. Yet there is not a 
particle of evidence adduced by Beyschlag to sup- 
port his monstrous contention that Jesus did not 
mean by the words Satan, demon, and angel, what 
His contemporaries meant and understood Him to 
mean. See Beyschlag, NT Theol. vol. i. pp. 93- 
95. 

Our argument by no means implies that Jesus 
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shared in all the current conceptions respecting 
demons. The problem, as we have already indi- 
cated , is a complex one. We have to give due place 
to two considerations : (1) that Christ s sayings and 
deeds are necessarily coloured by the representative 
human media through which they are conveyed to 
us ; (2) that the demonology of Christ's belief is 
scarcely visible in the Fourth Gospel, though His 
belief in a personal Satan is clearly apparent. 
There can, however, be no scientific Christology 
which does not recognize that Christ's humanity 
was so genuine and complete that He shared in 
the cosmic presuppositions of His time. His Deity 
spoke to us through a true humanity. It was veiled 
and limited during His earthly ministry by those 
very conditions which He, in His ttipuaii, voluntarily 
assumed when ' He took the form of a slave, and 
being found in the likeness of man, emptied Him- 
self' (Ph 2 7 ). Now, demonology was a necessary 
part of the intellectual apparatus of that period!. 
It was the latest phase of that animistic inter- 
pretation of the universe which was destined still 
to survive for centuries until the gradual growth 
of our inductive methods has substituted for de- 
monology (as formerly understood) a rationally co- 
ordinated nexus of physical causality and law. But 
the ultimate and fundamental truth of angelology 
and demonology has not been and never can be 
destroyed by the march of modern science. Behind 
and beyonu the physical nexus of interrelations 
there must lie personality and, moreover, per- 
sonalities. However complex the material con- 
ditions, at both ends— nay, even along the entire 
path— of the intricate windings of the phenomenal 
chain there must ever live personal power. Our 
whole life rests upon the presupposition of our 
own individual initiatives of volition operating 
upon one another in the phenomenal world and 
modifying its successions and coexistences. That 
a supreme transcendent and personal (and, to I he 
Christian consciousness, righteous) reason and will 
is ever present and potent in the entire realm, is 
a necessary postulate of any intelligible universe. 
The assumption that other superhuman as well as 
subordinate agencies are at work, and that some 
among these are embodiments of evil influence, adds 
no fundamental difficulty to those which already 
exist. No moral world is conceivable except as in- 
volving interrelations between personalities. Now, 
it is matter of historic notoriety that some person- 
alities have lived in this world that might be 
called incarnations of evil influence. The supposi- 
tion that other and superhuman personalities may 
also be foci of evil moral energy, and operate like 
ganglionic centres in a nervous system, presents 
no fundamental difficulty in addition to the diffi- 
culties already involved in the problem of evil. 
That Satan exists as a personal centre of evil 
influence, physical as well as moral (for the two 
are closely associated), is the undoubted teaching 
of the Bible. He is not represented to us as the 
absolute origin of evil or the only source of it, but 
as its most potent superhuman representative. 
See Uorner, C'hristlic/ie Glaubenslehre, § 86, 3, vol. 
ii. p. 21311'. 

Literature. — In addition to the reff. in the article, we art. 
'Teufel' in PRE* and 'Satan' in Smith's J)B; also Domer, 
Christliche Glavbenslehrc, Bd. ii. pp. 188-217, and the list of 
literature on p. 189 ; Mart* risen, Christian Dogmatics, pp. 
180-203 ; Kaftan, Dogmatik, pp. 348 ff. (much to be commended), 
478. On Ecclesiastical teaching (which does not come within 
the scope of a Bible Diet.) see cap, Harnack, Dogmengetch. 
(Index, s. 'Teufel' and ' Damonen ); Iren. adv. Hot. v. 1. 1; 
Origen, c Celsum f vii. 17 ; Nitzsch, Lehrb. der Evang. Dogm. 

5. 333 ff . ; Dorner, tb. ii. p. 197 ff . Respecting the Mohammedan 
octrine (based on Jewish), see Hughes, Diet, of Islam, s.v. 
' Devil ' (where Mishkat i. 3 in cited). Cf. also art. ' Genii,' and 
on this subject {Jinn) E. W. Lane's elaborate note 21 to his 
Introduction to his translation of the 'Thousand and One 
(Arabian) Nights.' The Devil was called /Mi* (i,u$»x;) and 
identified with Satan (as in NT). There were also Shaiyana 



(plur.), lust as in Jewish belief.— In (fordn see 2 1 «t 3*1 (on 

Satan ' driven forth by stoning,' cf. Palmer's note) 4 1 * 2 - 78 

7* 12«> uwff. ] 9*6. Satan is constantly called man's ' open foe.' 

Owen C. Whitkhousk. 
8ATHRABUZANES (Zotya/Sotfdwj*), 1 Es 6 s -*" 
(LXX*) T^Shethar-Bozenai (cf. Ezr 5 s - • 6'- 

SATRAP.— See Lieutenant. 

SATYR.— The II eb. original Ty'7 s&tr, plur. 
o'Tyi? seirim, is usually tr* 1 ' he goat,' its primitive 
meaning. In two passages (Is 13" 84 w ) it is tr 4 in 
AV and RV ' satyr,' RVm ' he goat,' LXX in both 
5atp.6vta = ' demons.' In other two passages (Lv 17 7 , 
2Ch AV renders it' devils,* RV 4 he goats,' 
RVm ' satyrs,' LXX n&rcua = ' foolish things. ' Prob- 
ably in all these passages the intention is to refer 
to some demon of popular superstition believed to 
have a goat-like form (cf. art. Demon). The Greek 
mythology describes the satyr as a creature the 
upper part of whose body is that of a gross, sensu- 
ous man, the lower that of a goat. He is the 
ravisher of the wood-nymphs, the drunken com- 
panion of Bacchus in his revels (Hesiod, fr. 91). 
The Roman faun is similar, and is represented 
with horns and pointed ears (cf. Verg. Eel. v. 73 ; 
Hor. Ep. II. ii. 125, Ars Poet. 233). Disgustingly 
realistic statues and paintings of these creatures 
are to be seen in the Museum at Naples (cf. \V. R. 
Smith, US 1 113 f.; Bochart, Hieroz. ii. 844, iii. 
825). G. E. Post. 

SAUL (W, 2ooi5X).— 1. The first king of Israel. 
The son of Kish, he belonged to the small but 
warlike tribe of Benjamin, within which tribe his 
family had its seat at Gibeah.* During his early 
years the Philistines had overrun the Southern 
tribes of Israel, had captured the ark, had de- 
stroyed Shiloh, and were so thoroughly masters 
of Judaea that they maintained an outpost in 
Benjamin (1 S 13 s ). Yet, though the tribes were 
humbled and separated, they had not entirely lost 
the sense of belonging to one race or of having a 
common destiny ; and the oppression of the Philu- 
tines served to make clear to them that, in order 
to assert these things, a single leader was an indis- 
pensable necessity. To have discovered the un- 
known Saul, to have recognized his fitness for this 
task, and to have nerved him for attempting it, is 
the large service of Samuel, whom every account 
agrees in connecting with the rise of the new 
king. 

According to one account, the future chief was 
sent by his father to seek for some strayed asses. 
Baffled in the search, he turned aside to ask 
Samuel, an inconspicuous seer in the land of 
Zuph, for information about their fate. Samuel 
satisfied this anxiety, but roused in the questioner 
the conviction of a greater destiny. Commanding 
him in J'"s name to deliver Israel, he confirmed the 
message by certain signs, the occurrence of which 
would serve to remove any hesitation in attempt- 
ing so grave a task, and bade Saul then wait at 
home until his opportunity arrived (1 S 9. 10 1 '*- l4L ). 
The opportunity was not long delayed. N ah ash, 
a chief of Amnion, besieged Jabesh-gilcad, and, 
when the inhabitants offered to surrender, would 
grant no milder terms than that their right eyes 
should be put out. So convinced was he of the 
helpless condition in which Israel lay, that he 
even allowed them to send messengers asking help 
from the tribes west of Jordan, for thus would 
his glory be increased by the disgrace inflicted on 
all Israel. The news reached Saul as he was 
driving his cattle home from the plough. He saw 

* Unless Oibeon is confused with Gibeah in 1 Ch 8** the clan 
had once dwelt in Gibeon. Zela is also mentioned (2 S 21>«) at 
the burial-place of Kish, and as the final burial-plaoe of his son. 
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in his own wrath at the insnlt the indignation of 
Israel, and in the incident the very means needed 
to stir the pride of his people to a strong effort. 
Slaying the oxen, he sent a species of iiery cross 
through the South, and, with the hastily -levied 
force which obeyed the summons, defeated Nahash. 
The grateful people at Samuel's bidding brought 
their newly-found leader to the sacred place at 
Gil gal, ana solemnly crowned him as their king 
before J" (1 S 11, omit vv. u - » "•). 

The other account represents Samuel as the 
acknowledged head over Israel, who ruled in 
Hamuli as judge. When the Israelites, dissatisfied 
with their condition and with the conduct of the 
judge's sons, desired a king, he at first refused their 
request, as rejecting God's immediate government 
in the nation, but at J"'s command consented ( 1 S 8). 
A popular assembly was held at Mizpah, where 
Saul was elected prince by the sacred lot ( 10 17 ' 5 * 4 ). 
A few opposed the election, and Saul withdrew 
with his supporters to Gibeah. The Nahash in- 
cident offered the new king the occasion which justi- 
fied his election, and silenced all opposing voices. 
After it the people, convened at Gifgal, renewed 
the consecration, while Samuel solemnly resigned 
his office (ll 15 *- 12). This account regarded the 
kingship not only as a novelty, but as a backward 
frtep from the older theocracy, an accommodation 
to the weakness of the people. 

It was impossible for the Philistines to view with 
indifference Saul's election (however it had been 
brought about), and not to dread the quickened 
national life which the victory over Nahash was sure 
to produce among their subject people. Realizing 
this, and preparing for the inevitable shock, Saul 
retained about him a small army. He chose 
3000 men, placed one-third of them under his son 
Jonathan at the home of the clan, but kept the 
other two-thirds under his own orders near Bethel. 
Probably he intended to rouse the strong tribe of 
Ephraim to his support. The impatient courage 
or Jonathan precipitated the struggle. He struck 
down the garrison or representative (a^ty) which 
the Philistines had in Benjamin.* The Philistines 
replied by gathering an army, which they marched 
up the valley of Aijalon in the direction of Mich- 
mash. They thus drove themselves like a wedge 
between the Northern and Southern tribes. Lest 
they should cut him off from Benjamin, Saul was 
forced to fall back, especially since the majority of 
his troops fled, some into hiding, others across 
Jordan. The king with the 600 men who still 
clung to him retired on Gilgal.t in which position 
he secured a safe base on tho transjordanic tribes. 
He left at the head of the wady and opposite the 
Philistine position a small outpost under Jonathan, 
who should watch the movements of the enemy and 
warn the main body (13 1 " 7 ). 

For a time there was hesitation. Probably the 
Phil, wished to draw the Isr. army from its strong 
position and from its supports. But the invaders 
were too proudly confident of their strength. 
Forming a camp above Michmash, they divided 
almost their whole force into detachments and 
sent these northward to forage and to check any 
rising which Ephraim might attempt (13 16 ' 18 - B ). 
Jonathan saw his opportunity and seized it. With- 
out delaying to request support from his father, 
he struck full at the weakened centre, overwhelmed 
the outpost at Michmash which had been set to 
watch him, and penetrated to the camp. Thence 
it would be an easy task to crush the divided 

* The exact tense of 3*¥) (1 8 183) cannot be considered 
certain, but in this connexion it is enough to know that it 
represented in some way the Phil, atiserainty. 

t 8ee, however, Wellh. Comp. 247 f. ; Budde, Richt. u. Sam. 
1010.. and W. R. 8mith, OTJC* 134 n., aoc. to whom Qilgal is 
to unbistorioal interpolation. 



detachments in detail. So sudden was the defeat 
that Saul on hearing the news had no time even 
to consult the oracle. He followed instantly his 
son's assault. The Isr. auxiliaries among the 
enemy deserted. The scattered Philistines were 
only preserved from utter ruin by the exhaustion 
of their victors ; they streamed back by the same 
pass by which they had entered, and the South 
country was for a period free ( 14 1 " 48 ). 

Here it would appear tliat the independent record 
of Saul's reign ceased. Here accordingly (14**) 
have been inserted a brief list of his household, and 
a statement that the struggle between the young 
kingdom and the Philistines continued during 
his entire lifetime. Most of the remaining in- 
formation about the reign is derived from accounts 
which relate it as introductory to the appearance 
of David on the stage of Isr. history ; and it is 
only just to the first king's memory to remember 
that the rest of his life is narrated from the point 
of view of an introduction to the life of his greater 
rival. But the king showed his prowess, and 
turned the new vigour of his realm against other 
foes than the Philistines. Men long remembered 
his victory over the Amalekites, partly because 
the motive of the war had been such a racial and 
religious antipathy, as the quickened self -con- 
sciousness of the young nation was keener to feel 
(1 S 15). And something of the same feeling must 
have prompted the king to crush the Gibeonites, 
that foreign tribe which had been received into 
the Isr. nation (cf. 2 S 21"-). 

About this period, however, Saul lost the support 
of Samuel, who had done so much to set him on 
the throne. The accounts differ as to the reason 
which produced the quarrel. One referred it to 
the victorious campaign against the Amalekites. 
These borderers had long troubled the South 
country of Judah, ravaging it with sudden forays, 
since the desert offered refuge in defeat or secure 
retreat with booty. Samuel commanded the king 
to proclaim a religious war and root them out ; 
ana Saul obeying delivered a blow from which 
the people never again recovered. He spared, 
however, the best of the spoil, and especially 
Agag, the captured king. For this disregard 
of the exact terms of his command Samuel de- 
nounced the fall of Saul's house in the very hour 
of his triumph (1 S 15). The other account dated 
the strife from the time when Saul had retreated 
on Gilgal, and was anxiously expecting, with a 
handful of wavering men, the assault of the Philis- 
tines. Samuel had bade him wait there during 
seven days, with the promise to come down then 
and offer sacrifice on his behalf. As the prophet's 
arrival was delayed beyond the set period, and the 
people were threatening to desert him, the king 
ventured to sacrifice independently. For this he 
brought upon himself the prophecy of the fall of 
his dynasty * (IS 8 ""*). 

Certainly, Saul through this quarrel was de- 
prived of a restraining and a strengthening influ- 
ence. The victory, too, at Michmash could not 
be final, it was only introductory. The Philistines, 
with their organized force and their strong cities, 
could better bear such a defeat than the Israelites 
such a victory. What was required from the 
young realm was no longer a vigorous rising 
followed by a momentary effort, but the patient 
organization of a steady defence. And this, because 

• It must always be remembered that there was a theolotfical 
question debated in these matters. Saul, the heaven-appointed 
kiujj, faiLd in his mission and (ell on Uilboa. There must 
therefore have been something in his life which brought upon 
him the displeasure of J", who would otherwise have given him 
victory. Thus the Chronicler (1 Ch 10 ls ) gives as an additional 
cause for the king's rejection the fact that he had consulted an 
evil spirit at Endor ; and Josephus (Ant. vt. xiv. 0) adds also as 
a cauae that he l»ad destroyed ' Ahixnelech tht high priest and 
the city of the high prietiU.' 
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it was so novel in Isr. history, must have severely 
tried the temper of tribes not yet fully weaned 
from their desert instincts. Intertribal jealousies, 
further, which played so large a part in that 
early period (cf. Jg 9 a8ff - 8 1 " 3 12*" 6 etc.), and which 
troubled the kingdom even after David's reign 
had consolidated it (e.g. 1 K 12 w ), could not fail 
to spring up, especially since the chief belonged 
to one of the smaller tribes. All these things 
are enough to account in a sensitive man for the 
deep melancholy which clouded the king's powers 
at the very time when those were most needed 
(1 S 16"). 

David's fame as a skilful harp player led to his 
being brought to the little court, where his music 
soothed the king's vexed mood. The charm, 
which made all men whom he met love the future 
king, laid hold on Saul, and he attached the young 
man permanently to his person as his armour-bearer 
(16 14 " 50 ). By this time the war against Philistia 
had changed its character. On their side the 
Philistines, taught by the disaster at Michmash 
not to despise their foes, and probably considering 
the subjugation of the barren hill-country scarcely 
worth the trouble it cost, were content to keep 
open their trade-route along the coast. On his 
side Saul recognized the folly of attempting to 
besiege the five strongly fortified cities in the 
valley. In the new l>order warfare which sprang 
up David soon proved himself an adept, and rose 
to a trusted position in the army. Recognizing 
his prowess, Saul gave the young captain his 
daughter Michal in marriage, and asked as bride 
gift the present of 100 Phil, foreskins — a gift 
significant at once of the low culture of the period 
and the character of the war (IS 2 *"-). But the new 
son-in-law proved dangerously strong. His deeds 
in the field and the personal magnetism which 
never forsook him, won him the love of Jonathan 
and the more perilous applause of the multitude. 
To the darkened mind of the king it seemed by no 
means impossible that ambition might prove too 
strong for gratitude and kinship. By guile and 
by open force he sought to get David into his 
hands. Each effort failed : even his daughter 
deserted him and tricked his messengers, while 
her husband escaped (ch. 19). After that open 
rupture David continued to linger in the neigh- 
bourhood of the court, while efforts were made, 
especially by the leal-hearted Jonathan, to heal 
the breach between Saul and the stoutest of his 
servants. But this only served to draw upon the 
prince the suspicion that he had entered into a 
conspiracy with the son of Jesse to dethrone the 
king,* — a suspicion which Jonathan was too proud 
in his integrity even to deny. The proud silence, 
however, would not appeal to so darkened a mind 
as Saul's had become. Such a position could not 
endure. At last David fled to Nob, northward 
from Jerus., and thence made his way through 
the country of the Philistines into the familiar 
South, where his own clan were sure to shelter 
him (ch. 21). 

Saul, 'sitting under the tamarisk-tree at Gibeah,' 
reproached his own men as traitors because they 
had not betrayed the plotter, and as fools because 
they failed to recognize how the first result of 
setting up this Judahite would be the loss of 
power and prestige to Benjamin. He forthwith 
took a fearful vengeance on the priests who had 
harboured the fugitive, by massacring almost the 
entire household of Ahinielech at Nob, and then 
p«sued the refugee in his retreat (22* ff -). 

How far this quarrel was the result of baseless 
suspicion in the diseased mind of the king, and 
how far it may have been justified by facts, must 
always remain uncertain. The fulness of the 
• Thi» is ui doubtedly the meaning and the sting of 1 S 20**. 



details which we possess, both over this period 
and over that in which David was hunted through 
the Negeb, proves that the hairbreadth escapes of 
the great kine before he came to the throne were 
a favourite subject with the early historians. But 
all the accounts were written from a standpoint • 
which regarded David as the divinely appointed 
king over all Israel. And it is not an impossibility 
that the active, patriotic mind of the young soldier 
may have seen the need, if his country were to be 
delivered, of some stronger hand upon the reins of 
government at that period. It is also possible 
that he may have been betrayed into words or acts 
which wrought with extra power on the morbid 
mind of Saul. 

The first intention of the fugitive seems to have 
been to settle in a tract still occupied by the 
Canaanites which lay between Judah and Philistia. 
It enjoyed the double advantage of lying near the 
settlements of his own kindred, and of offering the 
desert for a last retreat. There he might hope to 
set up an independent principality without going 
over to the hereditary enemy ; and the inter- 
mittent war along the western frontier might draw 
the king's attention away from his escaped captain. 
Once, therefore, he attempted to settle in a town 
at Keilah (23 lff -). But the district was devoted to 
the king, and Saul drove him headlong from this 
refuge. He then betook himself to the pasture 
country S.E. of Judah and adjoining the Dead 
Sea. But here also, though he allied himself 
with the strong clan of the Calebites by his 
marriage with Abigail, he was unable to maintain 
himself. Saul's government was powerful enough 
to expel him even from this corner of the realm (chs. 
24-26), and he was finally driven to find refuge 
under the protection of Acnish in Gath (27*). The 
Philistine princes, recognizing his worth, and especi- 
ally his aptitude for the border warfare in wl uch 
he had annoyed themselves, settled the fugitive in 
Ziklag (v. 8 ), where he might cover their unguarded 
flank, and keep the 1 way of the sea,' the trade-route 
for Egypt, against the unruly tribes of the desert. 

It is a strong proof of the extent to which the 
kingdom had been consolidated even during these 
years of war, that Saul was able to drive out of this 
remote part of his government one who combined 
with his popularity as captain family ties in that 
very region. The young realm must also have 
included much on tne eastern side of the Jordan, 
for the last stand of Saul's house under Ishbosheth 
was made at Mahanaim (2 S 2"-). It now began to 
creep along the backbone of the hill-country and 
to aim at overpassing the valley of Jezreel into the 
Northern tribes. Had this succeeded, it would not 
only have gained a great accession of strength 
in linking the Northern tribes more closely with 
the Southern, it would also have cut the line of 
communication by which the trade of the Euphrates 
found its way over Damascus and Philistia to 
Egypt. This would have meant draining one 
chief artery of the life-blood in that trading com- 
munity. (Only on this view of the problem can we 
understand why the final grapple between the two 
powers was not fought in the South near the head- 
quarters of them both, but in the comparatively 
far-off North.) 

Threatened in their most vulnerable point, the 
Philistines roused themselves to action, and 
marched by Sharon and Megiddo into Esdraelon to 
clear the threatened route. Saul followed , them 
along the hills, and crossing by En-gannim posted 
his army on Mt. Gilboa at the opposite side *f the 
valley from Shunera where his adversaries \lay.* 

* No reference has been made to the other positions occupied 
by Saul and the Philistines, because, so long as the position 
of Aphek depends on nothing better than conjecture, all th« 
rest must remain uncertain also. For a careful discussion oi 
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In this position he commanded both Jordan and 
E jdraelon. This was no longer a guerilla contest, 
but a grapple of sheer bodily strength between 
the two Kingdoms. Saul realized it, suspected also 
that the Philistines were too strong for him. His 
visit to the witch at Endor (ch. 28) both betrayed 
and increased the agitation with which he faced 
the battle. Men said he went into the fight 
knowing what was before him ; that the evening 
before, Samuel, who had first anointed him to lead 
the armies of Israel, summoned him to a tryst at 
the grave. So it fell out. The ground on which 
the tight befell was not such as could protect the 
Isr. infantry from the dreaded chariots of the 
enemy. The Philistines crossed the valley and 
mounted the hill slopes. Saul saw his array 
routed, his sons slain, and retained only strength 
enough to command his own death. The Philis- 
tines next day found their great enemy dead, 
consecrated his armour in the temple of the Ash- 
taroth, and hung his decapitated body in the 
public square of Bethshan. But gratitude was as 
strong as hate, for men of Jabesh-gilead crossed 
the Jordan in the night, took down the body of 
the prince to whom they owed so much, and buried 
it on the site of his first victory (ch. 31). 

Saul had been called to the task of freeing Israel 
from the Philistines, for without that freedom no 
advance was possible for the nation. And what 
had prompted him to seat himself on the throne 
had oeen no personal ambition, but a recognition 
of this fact, a very call of J". Because they could 
not fail to recognize this and the excellence of the 
deed, his people could not fail to reverence his 
memory, and even he who had fared worst at the 
king's bands sang his imperishable lament over 
him (2 S l 19ff ). Yet Saul had failed in his attempt, 
and died on Mount Gilboa. How that could l»e 
possible was the problem which long puzzled men 
in Israel. May it not be that they did not look 
widely enough? For Saul had done his work, 
despite his failure. No one ever questioned but 
that the kingdom must continue ; he had proved 
its value too well for that. The only question 
which still remained was as to the man who should 
succeed and complete the imperfect task. That 
some one must, was a foregone conclusion. The 
first king, though outward circumstances had 
proved too strong for him, and though he had been 
unable to resolve the many difficulties which the 
new condition of affairs raised within Israel itself, 
had done enough to make the way clear for his 
successor : Saul died on Gilboa, but he made David 
possible. 

Saul was married to Ahinoam, the daughter of 
Ahimaaz (1 S 14 M ). Most of his sons died at his 
side (31 a ) ; but one at least, Ishbaal or Ishbosheth 
(which see), escaped from Gilboa to meet a sadder 
fate (2 S 4*). A son of Jonathan, Mephibosheth 
(which see), appears in the history of David (2S9 1B - 
lO* 4 *-), and from him the Chronicler (1 Ch 9* "-) 
derives a long line of descendants. It was one of 
Dean Stanley s suggestions which requires nothing 
except proof, that as Zimri appears in that list, 
the rebellion of 1 K 16 s may nave been the last 
effort of the fallen house to recover its position. 
Saul also left issue by a subordinate wife (2 S 21 8 ), 
for whose fate see RlZPAH. 

It is difficult to accept the computation of Ac 18«, which 
makes the length of this first reign in Israel 40 years. For, 
within two years of his father's accession, Jonathan was able 
to lead troops into battle (1 8 IS 1 -*), a fact which argues for 
8aul an age of 40 years at his 'coronation,' and it is almost 
impossible to believe that it was a man of 80 years of age who 
fought at Mount Oilboa. Josephus (Ant. x. viii. 4, VI. xlv. 9) 
gives the length of the reign as 80 years. While this may be 



the question and a good statement of its difficulty, see Smith, 
//(,'///, 400ff., 675, and cf. Adieu, No. 3. It is Just possible that 
Bethxhan was the objective of both forces, and that the Philistines 
•ought to relieve, the Israelites to cover, the siege of the town. 



merely a guess, it does not present the above difficulties, and 
agrees with the fact that Ishbaal was 40 years old at his father's 

death. 

See, further, Benjamin, David, and the Litera- 
ture at end of the latter article. 
2. Saul of Tarsus. See Paul. 

A. C. Welch. 
8AYARAN.— 1 Mac 6" AV. See Avaran. 

BAYE, BAYING. — Both 'save' and 'saving 
(from Fr. sauf, its force being seen in sanf mon 
droit, ' my right being reserved,' see Skeat, Etymol. 
Diet. 8.V.), in the sense of except, frequently occur 
in AV. Thus Ps 18 81 'For wlio is 0od save the 
Lord ? ' ; Lk 18" ' None is good, save one, that is 
God ' ; Dt 15 4 1 Save when there shall be no poor 
among you ' ; Ac 20 a * ' Save that the Holy Ghost 
witnesseth in every city ' ; Neh 4* * None of us 
put oft' our clothes, saving that every one put them 
off for washing ' ; Ec 5 11 ' What good is there to 
the owners thereof, saving (ox •$) the [beholding] of 
them with their eyes ? ' 

The phrase 1 to save one alive ' (On 12" 50» Ex V- M- » etc.) 
is used synonymously with 'to keep one alive' (On 61*- *> 7*, 
Jos 14 10 etc.), or ' to preserve one alive' (Dt ff"), the Heb. being 
a causative form of nyj ' lo be alive.' Cf. Mt 28'« Tind. ' If this 
come to the rulers earea, we wyll pease him, and save you 
harmelea.' J. HASTINGS. 

BAYIAB (B om., A 2Was), lEs8*=Uzzi, an 
ancestor of Ezra ; cf . Ezr 7*. 

BAYIOUR.— See Salvation. 

SAYOUR, BAYOURY— Savour comes from Lat. 
sapor taste (from sapere to taste) through the Old 
Fr. savour (mod. saveur). It was used first of all, 
in accordance with its derivation, for the taste or 
relish of a thing ; then it passed to the expression 
of the kindred sense of smell ; and from this it was 
easily used in the fig. sense of name or reputation. 
All these uses are found in AV. 

(1) Taste: Mt 5» II Lk 14* 'If the salt have 
lost his savour (nwpawOjj), wherewith shall it be 
salted ! ' (A\«r<ty<rrrat ; in Lk iprvB^fftra^ EV ' be 
seasoned'). The tr. in both places is from the 
Geneva version of 1557. The meaning is probably 
more than mere taste, rather ' virtue,' its power to 
make food 'savoury' (see the quotation from 
Udall's Erasmus at the end of this art.). 

(2) Smell: Jl 2 10 'His stink shall come up, and 
his ill savour shall come up ' 0n}£js, Cov. ' his fylthy 
corrupcion,' Gen. ' his corruption ') ; elsewhere in 
OT always ' sweet savour' (Heb. m, except Ezr 6 10 
'sacrifices of sweet savours,' Aram, frtn'j). In the 
Apocrypha ti/uSlais rendered a ' good savour ' in 1 Es 
1", a * sweet savour ' in Sir 35 6 38 u ; other examples 
of the word are 2 Es 2" ' for an ointment of sweet 
savour ' (in odorem unguenti), Sir 39" ' give ye a 
sweet savour' (titodidaart dcft^n), 50 18 *a sweet- 
smelling savour' (6c^v e&wSlat). In NT evuSla is 
tr. * sweet savour ' in 2 Co 2", and 6ani) etodlas is 
tr. 'a sweet-smelling savonr' in Eph 5 s (but in Ph 
4 W * an odour of a sweet smell ') ; elsewhere we 
find oo>ii) alone, 2 Co 2 W ' the savour of his know- 
ledge,' i.e. the sweet smell of the knowledge of 
God (6aixi\» -rijt yvwoton airrov) ; and 2 ,e ' To one we 
are the savour of death unto death ; and to the 
other the savour of life unto life' (ott ixiv, oVM 
dav&rov tit Odvarov oTt Si, dap.-)) fwijt els fun)* ; edd. 
insert 4k before Oav&rov and before fwijt, whence RV 
'from death . . . from life'). Cf. Mandeville, 
Travels (in ' Macmillan's Lib. of. Eng. Classics,' 
p. 1 13), ' And at the foot of that mount is a fair 
well and a great, that hath odour and savonr of 
all spices'; Jn 12» Wye. 'the hous was fulfillid 
of the savour of the oynemente ' ; Jer 48" Cov. 
'hir taist remayneth, and hir savoure is not yet 
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changed ' ; and the Note to Lv !• in Matthew's 
Bible, ' This stoete odoure is : the Racryfyee of 
fayth and of pure affeccyon, in whych God is as 
delited, as a man is deli ted in the good savoure 
of meates, as it is said of Noe, Gen. viii. d.' 

(3) Figuratively, reputation, Ex 5i a ' Ye have 
made our savour to be abhorred (AVm ' to stink ') 
in the eyes of Pharaoh.' Cf. also Gn. 34 s0 , 1 S 13*, 
2 S 10", and the Eng. ' to be in (or to bring into) 
bad odour.' 

The verb 'to savour' is (1) to taste or smell of, 
as Pref. to AV, 'Thus to minse the matter, we 
thought to savour more of curiosity than wisdome.' 
(2) To seek out by taste or smell, as Cranmer, 
Works, i. 181, ' By this you may soon savour what 
judgment this man is of.' So in AV Mt 16 s3 II Mk 
8 W ' thou savourest not the things that be of God ' 
(06 tppoveh), Vulg. non sapis, whence Wye. ' thou 
saverist not,' and all following versions till KV, 
'thou mindest not.' Cf. Bunvan, Holy War, p. 
25, 'And that which made him yet the more 
ignoble . . . was, that he never could savour good, 
but evil.' 

The adj. ' savoury ' occurs in AV only in Gn 27 4, 
7. 9. w. 17. si f ' savoury meat ' which Isaac loved 
(Heb. D'pyr? always plu., from oyp to taste). The 
word is also found in Is 30 w marg., and accepted 
into RV text, AV 'clean,' RVm 'salted,' in refer- 
ence to the provender of oxen and young asses 
(Heb. p?n tyf, Ox/. Heb. Lex. 'provender seasoned 
with salt or a salt herb, rendering it more tasty '). 
Cf. Udall, Erasmus' Paraph, i. 19 (on Mt 5 13 ), ' It 
muste nedes bee a lively and a piththie thynge 
that can be sufficient to sawee and make savourie 
the life of all mankynde, being so werishe and 
unsavourye thorowe the desyres and fond opinions 
of vayne thynges.' J. Hastings. 

SAW.— rrj# 2 S 12 s1 , 1 K I 9 , 1 Ch 20 s [but in this 
last the correct text is nnng ' axes '], -nw? Is 10" ; 
LXX rplup. From 1 K 7 9 it is evident that saws 
were used for cutting stone. In Syria, at the 
present time, long smooth blades of iron are used 
to cut out columns. These have no handles : a 
heavy piece of wood is fitted to the back of the saw ; 
this is grasped by two men, who draw it backwards 
and forwards, sand and water being plentifully 
used. It seems probable, from the marks on the 
rocks, that the ancient Egyptians used bronze saws 
with emery for cutting granite (Wilkinson, Anc. 
Egypt, ii. p. 254 n.). The ancient Egyptian car- 
penters in cutting wood drew the saw towards them 
instead of pushing it from them. In India the 
same custom prevails. English saws are bought 
eagerly by the Hindu carpenters, but the English 
handles are removed, and other handles fixed at 
the narrow end of the blades. In the NT the verb 
used is rplfa, He 11". W. Carslaw. 

SCALL.— See Medicine, vol. mil. p. 329 b . Scall 
is the AV and RV translation of pr.} (Lv 13. 14 s4 ) : 
Wye. has ' wem,' Tind. ' burning/ Cov. ' skyrfe,' 
Gen. ' blacke spot,' Dou. ' spotte,' Bish. ' fret.' 
The Eng. word is of Scand. origin, and signified 
primarily baldness (Icel. skalli, a bald head), but 
in Middle Eng. (also spelt scaldc) it is a scab or 
eruption, generally of the head. Cf. Chaucer, 
Scrivener, 3 — 

' Under thy longe loekes thou maist have the senile ' ; 

Spenser, FQ I. viii. 47— 

■ Her craftie head was altogether hald, 
And, as in hate of honourable eld. 
Was over growne with scurf e and filthy scald'; 

and Tindale, Lv 21 20 ' Broken handed, or croke 
backed, or perleyed, or gogeleyed, or maunge, or 
skaulde' ; I>t 28 ,j7 « And the Lorde will smyte the 
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with the botches of Egipte and the emorodes, 
scalle, and maungynesse. J. Hastings. 

SCANDAL. — In Wis 14»"» the Gr. tr^oAa 
is translated 'scandals' (text 'stumbling-blocks'). 
See Offence, vol. Hi. p. 586*- b . The Rheui. 
version uses ' scandal ' as the tr. of ok&v5o.\ov (after 
Vulg. scandalum), in Mt 13 41 ' The Sonne of man 
shal send his Angels, and they shal gather out 
of his kingdom al scandals, anil them tfiat worke 
iniquitie'— 16 23 18 7 , Ro 14 14 ; and the verb « scandal- 
ize occurs freq. as the tr. of aKafSaXiiu, as Mt &* 
ll 8 15" 18 8 , Lk 7°, Jn 16 1 . J. Hastings. 

SCAPE-GOAT.— See Azazel.- 

SCARLET.— This word is the equivalent in AV 
of— i. % }i shdnt, or 'jyn hashshiini (the latter in 
Gn37*°, Ex 28° SS 25 - 3 ^ 23 39 1 - 3 , Jo8 2"*- 2 \ Ca 4»). 
2. D')t shantm (Is 1" [with art.], Pr 31 s1 ). 3. 
nyyw-'J7 shSni-toldalh, and njtVwsrj^ sh-eni-hattola- 
'ath ( Lv 14* «■ «• 92 1 9 s ). 4. 'arny 1 ?* tola'ath slulni, 
and 'jytmB^n tCld ' ath-hashslidnt ( Ex 25-39 passim, 
Nn 4 8 ). 8. vVin tCld (La 4 s ). Once (Jer 4 s0 ) only 
is shdnim tr 1 AV 'crimson,' RV 'scarlet' (see 
Crimson). In one passage (Is l 18 ) AV and RV tr. 
shantm 'scarlet' (LXX ipoiviKovt), and told 'crimson * 
(LXX KbKKtvm). 6. KbKKivox (Mt 'ii 28 , He 9'», Rev 
17 s - * 18 12 - ,8 ). As our Eng. versions do not rigidly 

J (reserve the distinction between crimson and scar- 
et, we cannot wonder that the ancients did not 
always do so. TCld originally signifies the worm 
or insect, and shdni the colour. In point of fact, 
both colours are produced from the same insect. 
Sometimes one or the two words is omitted, and 
sometimes the other, and sometimes both are 
given. The article is inserted or omitted, without 
an obvious reason. The creature alluded to, which 
produces the colour, is the cochineal, a hemipter- 
ous insect, Coccus ilicis, of which the male in the 
imago state is winged, and the female wingless. 
This insect attaches itself to the leaves and twigs 
of Quercus cocci/era. An allied species, Coccus cacti, 
is raised on the leaf-like branches of Cactus Ficus 
Indica, Haw., and C. cochillinifera, Mill., particu- 
larly in the neighbourhood of Nablus. The female 
is oval in form, convex at the upper, flat at the 
lower surface. She is about the size of half a 
cherry kernel, but dries up to that of a grain of 
wheat. The Arab, name of this bug is kirmiz, 
from which the word crimson is derived. Other 
colours besides scarlet and crimson, as purple and 
violet, are manufactured from the cochineal. See, 
further, art. COLOURS, *. ' Scarlet.' 

G. E. Post. 

SCEPTRE is AV and RV tr. of 1. b?? shebef: 
Gn 49 10 ('The sceptre [LXX &px<->v] shall not depart 
from Judah,' etc. ; on this passage see art. Law- 
giver in vol. iii. p. 83, and Shiloh, below, p. 500f.), 
Nu 24 17 (' there shall come forth a star out of 
Jacob, and a sceptre [LXX indpuiros] shall rise out 
of Israel,' where sceptre and star [cf., for the latter 
figure, Is 14'-, Rev 22 16 ] are symbolical for a mighty 
prince *), Ps 45«< 7 ) ('a sceptre [LXX and NT pdpSot] 
of equity is the sceptre of thy kingdom,' quoted 
in He l 8 ), Is 14" (|| noc ; ' the Lord hath broken the 
staff of the wicked, the sceptre [LXX ivy it, which 
is used also for 'stall*' immediately before] of the 
rulers'), Ezk 19 11 ('she [the vine symbolizing Israel] 
had strong rods for the sceptres of them that bare 
rule'; cf. v.", where, after her destruction, 'there 
is in her no longer a strong rod to be a sceptre to 
rule '), Am l 6 - 8 ('I will cut oil" him that holdeth the 
sceptre' [LXX here and in the two verses in 

* This appears decidedly preferable to the suggestion of Ball 
(in SBOT, on Gn 4910) that as'iS (' star ') may here mean, like th« 
Sumerian Mulmul, ' a lanee', or else a dub, mace, or maul, with 
I a spiked head.' 



Digitized by Google 



SCEPTRE 



SCEPTRE 



417 



Ezekiel has <pv\^, taking shibef in the sense of 
•tribe']), Zee 10" ('the sceptre [LXX a^xrpoi] 
of Egypt shall depart away ). 2. trjrjs* sharbit, 
used of the golden sceptre [LXX ii XP^^V A^Soi] 
of Ahasuerus, Est 4" 5 iW * 8* [all]. Sharbtf is 
simply an Aramaism for ahlbef (cf. the insertion 
of r in Darmesek for Dammesek in 1 Ch 18 s , 
and see Siegfried, Lehrb. d. neuheb. Sprache, 
§ 18 c). 

In addition to the al>ove instances, RV in Nu 
21 18 corrects AV 'by direction of the lawgiver' 
(LXX iv rjj painXelq. avTwv) to 'with the sceptre.' 
The Heb. is pprc?3 || Bfllp^i ' with their staves.' 
Similarly RV reads in Ps 60 7 <"> = 108" <»> Mudah is 
my sceptre' (same Heb. word) for AV ' Judah is 



some portrayals of the Persian monarchs (see 
Rawlinson, Anc. Mon. iii. 203 ff. , who describes the 
Persian sceptre as a rod about five feet long, 
ornamented with a ball or apple at its upper end, 
and tapering at its other extremity almost to a 
point). Probably both forms of 'sceptre' are in 
view in Gn 49 lu (where should prob. be taken as 
a royal emblem), the longer one being represented 
by t n e ppno ( prop. ' commander's staff ) of the second 
clause, and the shorter one by the 0}tf of the first 
clause.* The long sceptre is simply an ornamented 
staff, the short one is a development of the club 
or mace (cf. art. Rod, and see figures in Ball, I.e. 
pp. 50, 199 s , 217). It is this last-named weapon 
that is called *hibc{ in 2 S 23 a =l Ch 11° (AV and 




AUSTRIAN KIBO WITH gCBPTRE (doo-rivbb ixbcriptioxs). 



my lawgiver ' [LXX /9«nXeih]. See Lawgiver, I.e. 
It also substitutes 'sceptre' for 'rod' as tr. of 
shebe( in Ps 125* ('the sceptre [LXX frdpSoi] of 
wickedness shall not rest upon the lot of the 
righteous '). 

* Sceptre j is the appropriate rendering of shibef, 
when this is associated with a king or used abso- 
lutely,* in which latter instance it probably always 
designates a royal possession (see Driver, Expos. 
July 1885, p. 13). Shebef; in this sense, may stand 
either for a short ornamental sceptre such as 
appears in some representations of the Assyrian 
king (see illustration above, and the figures in Ball, 
Light from the East, pp. 160, 199 b , 217), or for a long 
staff reaching to the ground, which characterizes 
• In instances like Jk 5" (njb D^p) ' baton ' would be a very 
suitable rendering. 

VOL. IV.— 27 



RV wrongly ' staff') and Ps 2» 23* (AV and RV less 
clearly * rod '). 

The ' golden ' (xpvetov) or 'gold-studded ' (xP wrt '«* 
liXourt) sceptre (vK^wrpw) appears frequently in the 
pages of Homer in the hands of kings and chiefs 
(e.g. II. i. 15, 246; Od. xi. 91, 569). With such a 
'sceptre' Ulysses beats Thersites (II. ii. 265 ff.); 
a sceptre is put by a herald into the hands of 
Menelaus when he rises to address the Greeks (ib. 
xxiii. 568, cf. Od. ii. 37). 

On the difficulty of approaching the presence of 
the Persian kings referred to in Est 4 U , cf. also 
Herod, iii. 1 18, 140. J. A. Selmk. 

* Dillm., Ball, Qunkel, et al., make ppnp and synonymou 
here, and understand both to refer to a lonjr ' sceptre ' or staff ; 
but this is not required by the parallelism. In Ps 110 s is 
likewise an emblem of rule, and virtually =' sceptre. 
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SCET& (2«i«f, Sceva), Ac 19".— The name 
(Blase, adloc.) was probably of Latin origin Scaeva, 
but had been assimilated to a Greek form as if 
derived from o-kcCoi ; it occurs in an inscription 
at Miletus (CIG ii. 2889. 5). In Ac 19"**», in the 
account of St. Paul's preaching at Ephesus, we 
are told that God wrought special miracles by the 
hands of Paul, even handkerchiefs carried from 
his body were sufficient to heal. But some of the 
wandering Jewish exorcists tried to exorcize in 
the name of Jesus, saying, ' I adjure you by Jesus, 
whom Paul preaches. Then is recorded the special 
instance of the seven sons of Sceva, described as a 
Jewish high priest, who attempted this and failed, 
the evil spirit answering, 'Jesus I know, and 
Paul I know, but who are ye ? ' and the man driv- 
ing two of them * naked and wounded out of the 
house. This caused great fear. Many who had 
used curious arts came confessing what they had 
done. Many also burnt magical books amounting 
in value to 60,000 drachmas (about £2000). • So 
mightily grew the word of God and prevailed.' 

The whole paragraph must be taken together. 
It represents St. Paul's miracles and spiritual 
power in contrast to the magical customs which so 
widely prevailed. Many Jews especially devoted 
themselves to sorcery, and Ephesus was noted for, 
amongst other forms of sorcery, the Ephesia gram- 
tnnta (see Ephesus and MAGIC). St. Paul's power 
and success led to imitation of him. The name 
of Jesus evidently seemed to have some special 
efficacy, and so was adopted by the sorcerers, as 
every other name in turn was adopted (on the 
power of names see Frazer, Golden Bough, i. 403). 
The discoveries of papyri made in the last few 
years have enabled us to realize the very, large 
extent to which magical practices prevailed, and 
the number of magical books which existed. The 
name of Jehovah in some form is common, and in 
the following extract from a magical papyrus at 
Paris the name of Jesus is used." The papyrus is 
of the 4th cent., and the original cannot be earlier 
than Hadrian, who is mentioned byname ; it is pub- 
lished by C. Wessely, 'Griechische Zauber papyrus 
von Pans und London,' in the Denkschriften der 
phU.-hist. Classe der kais. Akad. der Wisssn- 
sc/ut/ten in Wien, vol. xxxvi. (1888) 1. 3007 ff.).t 

wp»t 3«4IUh(*A*' m <*' Xhfitixi-: iituput. >.m 3ii CUutr i/i j«*.T»>t« 
ptlTm fitrinK ftmrriy'.ml x*i a*t»i*>>/>«< tyu fuxh ympt-^tCx*" 
i Xftrirrtu . . . mir« itiTixpvt irrn ii i ipmrftif »Zt»s' 

ipx.\c ri wn rtu Hitv rSt 'E3fm.it '\*inZ' iaf3*' unf mBfutV 
mim : OtiB' iAi' iXu' mr,m' UV m&apputf im&mptuV «£|X£|A* 

tt$p*' ftmpum' fiptuum' ii/pQct*T,' i it ptirn ip»Cpr,t ui 
Z""< **' *, U 'X*'!<* wwwprif wrafSkr* rru i iyyiXtt i kmpoirtrrn 
nai uV*«jh't« tit nprrrkputm tmiuftu t»5 wXirumrn rtCrtv i 
itAwi> » BUt it tS kylm i*vr*v rupmbCr* [MS npiivrm] . . . 
ipui{ti ri r»r rtifunBurm t£ 'IrpmiJ. it rrvXp ttrutf ui nfiXy 

tl/AifiUti M.T.X. 

Both the evidence of papyri and the incident 
recorded in the Acts imply a conviction, even 
amongst those who did not believe, that there 
was power, perhaps special power, in the name of 
Jesus. It would imply a general impression that 
miracles were wrought in His name, and bears 
witness to the force and power of Christianity. 
It is instructive also to notice how from the 
beginning Christianity is the resolute foe of all 



There are a number of critical questions connected with this 
narrative. First of all there is a question of text. The RV 
(Codex B) reads : ' And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a 
Jew, a chief priest, which did this. And the evil spirit 
answered and said unto them, Jesus I know, and Paul I know ; 
hut who are ye? And the man in whom the evil spirit was 
leaped upon them, and mastered both of them, and prevailed 
against them, bo that they fled out of that house naked and 
wounded.' D (supported by the margin of the Philoxenian) 



• But see footnote on next column. 

♦ For this and other information the present writer to in- 
debted to Dr. t\ G. Kenyon of the British Museum. 



reads : ' And among those also the tons of one Sceva, a priest, 
wUhed to do the tame thing, who had a custom of exorcizing 
luch ; and having gone in unto the man pottetted with decile, 
they began to call upon the name, faying : We command thee in 
Jteue, whom Paul preachet, to come forth.' According to 
Ramsay (Church in the Roman Empire, p. 163) : ' Codex Beza> 
here gives a text which is intelligent, consistent, and possible : 
the accepted text is badly expressed and even self -contradictory.' 
This opinion seems to be largely followed. To the present 
writer the text of D is clearly a bad paraphrase, and its growth 
can be shown. The statement that Sceva was a Jewish high 

eriest seemed (as it is) very curious, and therefore was altered 
i various ways. D alters *fz"pi*« into it/Ut, and omits 
'ki«'w, so Gig. reads ' sacerdotts,' and Cassiodorius explains by 
' principis synagogsj. 

Then again in the text of B, while in v." we have seven sons, 
in v. W it Is stated that the man ' mastered both of them,' im- 
plying only two. Gig. therefore substitutes 'duo' for 'teptein,' 
D leaves out the number altogether, while the majority of later 
authorities prefer to omit or alter kp^rripmt in v. is, the Sahidic 
even putting eorum teptem. The remaining alterations of D 
are, as is generally the case, mere inept expansions. The 
narrative of St. Luke is very much abbreviated, and the para- 
phrost or translator thought that he could make it more clear, 
but he does not add a single point which could not be guessed. 
Even in the few words he does add he manages to introduce 
the form rijc« and the word imptiilipufi which are not Lukan, 
and the expression in**xur8m ri input which does not occur 
unqualified in the NT, and betrays a later age. It may be 
noted that the word mne*rip*t is undoubtedly Lukan (8 or 9 
times in Luke and Acts, times elsewhere in NT). The incon- 
sistency may be difficult, but it is quite inconceivable that any 
one who had the 1) text beforo him should have taken the 
trouble to insert teptem. On every principle of textual criti- 
cism the text of B must be the original. 

The statement that 8ceva was a Jewish high priest to un- 
doubtedly difficult, but we have no right therefore to correct it 
away. Yet in the sense of a member of a high priestly family 
there must have been many who could claim it, and as Zeller 
(Actt of the Apottlet, Eng. tr. ii. p. 69) says: 'It is quite 
possible that a bond of exorcists, giving themselves out for sons 
or disciples of a Jewish high priest, may have made an experi- 
ence of the futility of their arts in the person of a lunatic who 
had heard something of Paul and of Christ.' The difficulty 
about the discrepancy of numbers to more interesting. St. 
Luke's narrative u obviously very much shortened ; only the 
necessary statements are made, and only what is essential to 
given. He never tells us that only two out of the seven were 
engaged in this incident, and it comes out accidentally in 
i/xprifm* Does not this small point imply that the writer 
had here a source, almost necessarily a written one, from which 
he abbreviated his narrative? 

It has been suggested that vv.U-90 have been added to the 
original work. Ullgenfeld ascribes the passage to R. ftamsay, 
who has taken a dislike to it, says : ' If there were many such 
contrasts in the book as between vv."-» and I should be a 
believer in the composite character of the Acts ' (St. Paul the 
Traveller, p. 278). It will be interesting, therefore," to examine 
the language. It will appear that throughout the passage we 
find characteristic Lukan expressions. 
*i rite wx»vr*t, cf. Ac 28 s . 

rvyx~'*"i 7 times in Acts and Luke, 6 times elsewhere. 

ii.r T«*i*i, 10 1. in Acts, 5 elsewhere. 

hit zvpif, f« z"f-". 8 times in Acts. 

y turret, 10 1. in Acts, twice in Luke, 3 t. elsewhere. 

nit uxm*»vrit with occ. 13 t- in Acts, once in Luke. 

ir»r.a-Tt«>, 10 t. in Acts and Luke, 4 elsewhere. 

ei&K i»«riri», cf. Lk l 12 . 

puymkinut, 5 t. in Acts and Luke, 3 elsewhere. 

*i nvtirtuntiru, common in Acts. 

i'whj, 29 times in Acts and Luke, 12 elsewhere. 

riuii, or nui' of price, 6 times in Acts. With v.*> cf. & 12**. 

The whole structure of the paragraph is exactly in the 
manner of the writer of the Acts, with the final clause summing 
up the whole, while there are indications that here as else- 
where he has reproduced partly in his own words a written 
narrative, lust in the same way as he reproduces the 8vnoptio 
narratives In the Gospels with signs of his own phraseology. 

Besides the special point touched on above, the 
historical character of the narrative has been 
attacked more generally. Ramsay (St. Paid the 
Traveller, loc. ext. ) finds in it a vulgarity of tone com- 
pared with the great scene at Paphos. This seems 
to the present writer purely fanciful. Zeller (op. 
ext. ii. 58) says : ' Even from the standpoint of the 
miraculous faith presented in our book, such an 
utterly crass and magical representation of the 
healing power of the apostle has too much that 
is offensive.' What he particularly objects to is 
the story of the healing power in the handker- 

• [In Expot. Timet, Dec. 1900, p. 144, It to argued by Nestle 
that kpufinr*, like 'both' in English [see editorial note, ib.], 
may include than two, and is at times equivalent to 

witrtt. It was also discussed by J. B. Bury in the Claseieal 
Rev. xi. 393 (1807). There are at least two instances In Papyri : 
Brit. Mut. Pap. 336 ; Geneva Pap. 67). 
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chiefs of St. Paul, and this is supposed to be a 
mere parallel to the narrative in Ac 5 U - U . The 
parallel is too distant to have any weight, and 
here, as elsewhere, we need only remark about 
the miracles, that even if the handkerchiefs of 
St. Paul had no healing power it would certainly 
be believed that they possessed it, and that if the 
faith of the recipient was a condition of healing it 
might surely act equally with those who received a 
handkerchief in the virtue of which they believed. 
The whole narrative must be criticised and judged 
from the point of view of the time and place. The 
remarks of Conybeare and Howson, ch. xiv., who 
bring out how exactly the story harmonizes with 
the atmosphere of Ephesus, are much more valuable. 
' The character of miracles was not always the 
same. They were accommodated to the peculiar 
forms of sin, superstition, and ignorance they were 
required to oppose. ... So on this occasion gar- 
ments were made the means of communicating a 
healing power to those who were at a distance 
. . . such effects thus publicly manifested were a 
signal refutation of the charms and amulets and 
mystic letters of Ephesus.' A. C. He ad lam. 

SCHISM.— Only 1 Co 12" 'That there should be 
no schism in the body' : Gr. <rxlon*, which means 
either lit. a rent in a garment (Mt 9 16 = Mk 2 21 ) or 
fig. a division in a community (Jn l a 9 W 10 19 , 1 Co 
l 10 11 18 12"). RV retains * schism' in 1 Co 12 38 , and 
in the marg. of ll 1 " points out that the Gr. is 
' schisms ' (text ' divisions '). See Heresy, voL ii. 
p. 351*. 

SCHOOL.— See Education. 

SCHOOLMASTER Only Gal 3= 4 » AV (Gr. 

■wtuiayuylx, which occurs also in 1 Co 4 19 AV 
' instructer ' ; RV in all places 1 tutor '). The 
xatSayuydt (Lat. pcedagogus) was a person (gener- 
ally a slave) who had charge of the Greek or 
Roman boy till he reached manhood. Tindale's 
translation * scholemaster ' (Wye. 'maister') is 
misleading, as the xai&ayuryln was not a school- 
master or teacher {SiSdaKaXot). Nor is the apostle 
thinking of one who conducted to school, though 
no doubt the TaiSayuryji might lead the boy to 
school if he went there. The contrast in Gal. is 
between the restraint of boyhood and the liberty 
of manhood. To be under the Law is to be 
always under the control of a raidayuyds, to be in 
Christ is to be free from that irksome restraint. 

J. Hastings. 

SCHOOLS OF THE PROPHETS.— See Educa- 
tion, vol. i. p. 647», and Prophecy, p. 109\ 

SCIENCE. — This word, as used in AV, means 
simply knotohdge. Wyclif ( Works, iii. 122) renders 
1 Co 8 1 ' Science blowes men ' (AV * knowledge 
puffeth up '). Cf. Barlowe, Dialoge, 109, ' There is 
no truthe, no mcrcye, nor scyence of god in the 
yerth'; Golding, Calvin's Job, 571, 'Thou shalt 
not run after witchcrafts, and other vaine sciences ' ; 
and Ro 2 10 Rhem. ' Having the forme of science ' 
( AV ' which hast the form of knowledge,' Gr. rrfl 
yv&oem). The word occurs in AV only Dn 1* 
' Children . . . understanding science ' (nyn 'X"t*, 
LXX yfM/ifxariKovs, Theod. yiyrtIxrKOVTa.% yv&aiv) ; 
and 1 Ti 6* 'Avoiding . . . oppositions of science 
falsely BO called ' (ivriBtirtit rrjs xf/evSurupov yvuxrewt, 
Rhem. 'oppositions of falsely called knowledge'). 
See Knowledge and Gnosticism. 

Science in the modern sense, that is, the dis- 
covery and classification of secondary laws, is 
unknown to the Bible. To the Hebrew mind 

Shenomena were immediately due to the word of 
ehovah. See P. Thomson in Expos. 2nd ser. vol. 
L pp. 161 ff., 241 ff. J. Hastings. 



SCORPION (3-$s 'akrdbh, aKoprlos, scorpio, Arab. 
'akrab). — There has never been any reason to 
doubt the identity of this animal. It is of the 
order Arachnidce, resembling in shape a lobster, 
except that it has a long tail, at the end of which 
is its venomous sting. Its claws are used for 
seizing its prey, which it kills with its sting. 
When the animal runs it holds its tail upward in 
readiness to strike. It is carnivorous, living on 
insects and worms. Scorpions swarm under stones 
and in chinks of walls, and often conceal them- 
selves under beds and mats in houses. Their sting 
is very painful, frequently causing a night or 
agony, which nothing but a large dose of morphine 
will assuage. The wonnd is dangerous to human 
life only when in a situation where the swelling 
obstructs the respiration. Not less than a dozen 
species are found in Palestine and Syria. The 
largest is 6 in. long, and black. _ Others are yellow, 
brown, white, and red, and variously striped. 

The scorpion is frequently mentioned in Scrip- 
ture. Allusion is made to its residence in the 
desert (Dt 8 18 ). Rehoboam threatens to chastise his 
contumacious subjects with scorpions (1 K 12 11 - 14 , 
2 Ch 10 lliU ). This is prob. figurative (see next 
art.). Again, scorpions are alluded to figuratively 
with briers and thorns to designate a rebellious 
people (Ezk 2"). The offer of a scorpion instead of 
an egg (Lk ll 13 ) is mentioned in a way that shows 
the horror which this creature inspired. The figure 
employed by our Lord in this passage is suggested 
by the egg-like form of the scorpion when at rest 
(see Plummer, adloc.). The pain of its sting (Rev 
9 s ), the organ that inflicts it (v. 10 ), and its venomous 
quality (v. a ), are noted. The scorpion is also men- 
tioned in Apocr. (Sir 26 7 39* , 4 Mac 1 

G. E. Post. 

SCOURGE (D"ie>, usually translated ' scourge,' six 
times [1 K 12»- ",2Ch 10»- » Pr 26 s , Nah 3 1 ] ' whip'; 
Gr. nouns and verbs fiirri^, fiatrrtySw, /uurrifw ; 4>pay- 
tWiov, <ppaye\\6u} ; flagcllum, flagcllare). — Among 
the Hebrews the usual mode of corporal punish- 
ment, legal and domestic, was that of beating with 
the rod, just as the bastinado is still the common 
method in Eastern countries. The only reference 
to the scourge as an instrument of punishment is 
found in IK 12";", 2 Ch 10"-". Rehoboam sig- 
nalized his accession to the throne by threatening 
that, whereas his father had chastised the people 
with whips (or scourges), he would chastise them 
with scorpions. The scorpion (3"Jpy) may have been 
a more terrible kind of weapon in actual use — 
either a knotted cudgel or a scourge armed with 
barbed points, just as the Roman scorpio was 
described by Isidore as virga nodosa et aculeata. 
It is possible, however, that the king was only 
using a lively figure of speech. 

Under the Roman system of scourging, the 
culprit was stripped and tied in a bending posture 
to a pillar, or stretched on a frame (divaricatio), 
and the punishment was inflicted with a scourge 
made of leathern thongs weighted with sharp pieces 
of bone or lead. This is what Horace calls the 
horribile flaqellum (Sat. I. iii. 119). Jesus was 
scourged with it by order of Pilate before being led 
away to bo crucified (Mt 27 M , Mk 15" Jn 19'). He 
had foreseen and foretold this indignity (Mt 20 w , 
Mk 10 s4 , Lk 18 s3 ). The punishment of scourging 
usually preceded crucilixion (see references in 
S wete, St. Mark, ad loc. ). The Porcian law forbade 
the scourging of Roman citizens ; and on one 
occasion St. Paul, after being actually bound in 
order to be scourged, escaped the infliction by 
demanding if it was lawful to scourge a man who 
was a Roman and uncondemncd (Ac 22**- M ). 

Jesus forewarned His disciples that they would 
be scourged in the synagogues (Mt 10 17 23 s1 ). The 
Jewish method is fully described in the Mishna. 
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The scourge consisted of three thongs of leather, 
and the offender received thirteen stripes on the 
bare breast and thirteen on each shoulder {Makkoih 
lii. 12). St. Paul records that he five times su tiered 
this punishment at the hands of the Jews (2 Co 
11'*); and 'others had trial of . . . scourgings' 
(He 11*). 

Legal usages apart, Jesus made a scourge (<t>pa- 
yiWiov) of small cords before cleansing the temple 
(Jn 2 18 ). Opinion differs as to the use He made 
of it. Meyer thinks He drove out the animals 
with it, not the persons ; Godet, that ' it was not 
an instrument but an emblem, a sign of authority 
and Judgment.' 

• Scourge ' is frequently used in a metaphorical 
sense. The Canaanites were a scourge (o?te>) in 
the side of the Israelites (Jos 23") ; Eliphaz spoke 
of hiding from the scourge of the tongue (Job 
5 21 ) ; the plague was the scourge by pre-eminence 
(Job 9 s3 , la 1U 20 ); and by a fusiun of metaphors an 
invasion was called an overflowing scourge (Is 
28"). 

For literature see art Cbiues and Punishments. 

j Stracitan 
SCRABBLE.— 1 S 21" only, ' And scrabbled on 
the doors of the gate ' (ip;!,* AVm and KVm * made 
marks ' : the subst. v? a mark or signature, esp. in 
the form of a cross, became the name of the Heb. 
letter n ; see Mark, § 6). The Eng. word comes 
from the Geneva version, where the marg. is 1 by 
making markes and toyes.' 

Though the same in meaning as ' scribble ' (from Lat. scribere 
to write), it has no connexion with that word etymologically. 
Skeat considers it to be a dialectic form of 'scrapple' (a fre- 
quentative of 'scrape'), of which 'scramble* is a nasalized 
form. Banyan uses ' scrabble' in the sense of 'scramble' (PP 
p. 116, see Venables' note on p. 467), ' Now, after a while, Little- 
faith come to himself, and getting up, made shift to scrabble on 
his way.' The modern word ' scrawl,' says Skeat, 'appears to 
be nothing but a careless form of "scrabble."' 



SCREECH OWL.— See Owl. 



J. Hastings. 



SCRIBES.— i. Origin and Characteristics.— 
In the time of our Saviour Jewish piety was largely 
legalistic and formal. The whole life of a pious 
Jew was strictly regulated by the Law. The Law 
was God's greatest gift to Israel ; it was the com- 
plete revelation of His will and the basis of the 
covenant into which He had entered witli them at 
Sinai ; in it God had made known the perfect way 
of life, binding Himself by its terms to reward 
both in time and eternity the pious Jew in propor- 
tion to his observance of its precepts. The Law 
was therefore the binding norm both of the religious 
and the moral life. Religion was not a communion 
of man with God, but a legally correct walk before 
God. Love of the Law was the essence of piety ; 
conformity to the Law was the standard and source 
of all righteousness. The aim and motive of this 
piety was the hope of reward in the present age 
and in the age to come (cf. Weber, Jiid. Theol. 
Iff.). 

This legalistic tendency, which dates at least as 
far back as Ezra and Nehemiah, called into exist- 
ence a class of men who specially devoted them- 
selves to the study and exposition of the Law. 
These were the qdjihe'i-im or scribes. The earlier 
scribes, however, must not be identified in all 
respects with those of NT times. The latter were 
mainly jurists ; the former were men of (sacred) 
letters : copyists, editors, students, and interpreters 
of Scripture, and more especially of the Law. Ezra, 
' the scribe ' par exce/leiu-e according to Jewish tra- 
dition, is the great typical form of these earlier 
scribes or exegetes of the Law (Ezr 7«-"«» Neh 

• We should probably emend to Ifljl, ' and he drummed on 
(the doors).' So Driver, Budde, Lohr, et al., following the LXX 
tnfuriuitr aud Vulg. impingebat. 



gi.4.t.n i2*-«). # He is described as «a ready 
scribe in the law of Moses ' (Ezr 7 s ), i.e. as a man 
of letters skilful in the Law, and as having ' set his 
heart to seek the law of the Lord, and to do it, and 
to teach in Israel statutes and judgments' (v. 10 ). 
This description of their activity doubtless applies 
in the main to Ezra's immediate successors. They 
occupied themselves in gathering together and 
elaborating Israel's sacred literature, in inter- 
preting it to the common people, who were largely 
ignorant of Hebrew, and in making the Law the 
rule of faith and life.t But down to the Macca- 
beean period their obedience to the Law was not 
synonymous with the narrowness of later Judaism 
(see Wildeboer, Die Spriiche, xvi). They were 
the ' wise,' the ' men of understanding,' the ' just 
men* of Proverbs and Ecclesiasticus (cf. Sir 
9 i«r. 140*. 38M-39 18 , Dn 11*-* 12 s ). It would seem 
from 1 Ch 2 s8 that they tended to form themselves 
into guilds and families. 

Like Ezra himself (Ezr 7 13 etc.), the scribes were 
originally found among the priests and Levites (cf. 
Neh 8 7 - 6 , 2 Ch 34 u ). But pious « laymen ' also 
naturally devoted themselves to the professional 
study of the Law, so that there was gradually 
formed, alongside of the priests, who were the official 
interpreters of the Law, a lelatively independent 
class of scribes. During the Greek period this 
independence developed into opposition, not indeed 
to the priesthood generally, out to the priestly 
aristocracy, several of whom fell away to Hellenism 
and neglected the laws and customs of the fathers. 
The attempt of Antiochus Epiphanes to suppress 
the Jewish religion brought matters to a crisis. 
It increased the scribes' devotion to the Law, and 
made them more narrow and exclusive. It also 
greatly increased their reputation among the people 
as being the leaders of those who were zealous for 
the Law (cf. 1 Mac 7' a - for their connexion with 
the Hasidoeans), and as men who were ready to 
sutler martyrdom for their faith, 1 welcoming 
death with renown rather than life with pollution 
(2 Mac 6 1B-SI ). The issue of the Maccabee rising 
in the Hasmonsean State intensified their narrow- 
ness and exclusiveness ; they became Pharisees. 
Under John Hyrcanus (Kuenen), or more probably 
under Alexandra Salome (Wellhansen), their 
leaders received a seat in the Sanhedrin, as a 
separate class, alongside of the chief priests and 
elaers. They thus gained a kind of official position, 
and assumed a new character. From being men of 
sacred letters, they became mainly jurists. Amid 
all the changes that followed the downfall of the 
Hasmonrean dynasty down to the destruction of 
Jerusalem, although they were never in possession 
of political power, they were the real leaders of the 
people, such as we find them in the time of our 
Saviour. 

In the NT they are usually called ypan/iareit 
(' scribes,' ' men of letters'), occasionally also wopuxol 
(' lawyers') and »o/iodiddirKa\<n (' doctors,' ' teachers 

* Scribes are mentioned in Jer 8 s , where the prophet accuses 
them of falsifying the Law (cf. Giesebrecht, ad lot..). The term 
fyphtr occurs frequently in the OT in other signification!', e.g. 
Jg 5l«, 2 K 2519, 2 Ch 26", Jer 8713. » 6225 ' muster-master, an 
officer who had charge of the enumeration and enrolment of the 
troops ; a kind of adjutant-general ' (Moore on Jg 6") ; Is S3 18 
the official that rated the tribute or war-tax that had to be paid 
to the oppressor; Ezr 4»- [r»Q], Ps 45> [Heb. 2], Jer 36»», 
Eric 92- » writer ; 2 S 8" 20», 1 K 4*. 2 K 1210 [Heb. ") Wiaw 
193 223. Sir., 1 Ch 1816 248 27*», 2 Ch 8415. 18. », Est 3" 8», Is 36>. 23 
873, j er 3610.12.90.21 secretory of the king, secretory of State. 
In 1 Mac 5*2 the 1 scribes of the people ' are also military officers, 
the 'captains of thousands, and captains of hundieds, and cap- 
tains of fifties, and captains of tens' of 856. i n Sir 10« 'scribe' 
probably means prefect of the people. Cf. Deissmann [Eng. 
tr.l, 110 ff. 

t The tradition regarding the Great Synagogue, which is said 
to have fixed the Canon of Scripture, has no historical founda- 
tion ; see Kuenen, Getamvielte Abhandlungen, 126 ff. ; Montet, 
Ussai sur Us origines drs partis tadweien et pharisisn, 61 ff. ; 
and art. Synagckjux (Tub Grkat). 
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of the law '). These three terms are used almost 
synonymously (see art. Lawyer).* They practi- 
cally formed the same party as the Pharisees, 
though such expressions as 'the scribes of the 
Pharisees' (Mk 2 18 ) and 'the Pharisees and their 
scribes 1 (Lk 5 30 , cf. Ac 23") show that some of the 
scribes were Sadducees (see art. Pharisees, § ii. 
(1)). The main seat of their activity was Judsea ; 
but we find them also in Galilee (e.g. Lk 5 17 ) ; and 
they were probably to be found even in the Dias- 
pora. They were indispensable wherever there 
was living zeal for the Law. Though any one 
qualified might be called on by the ruler of the 
synagogue to read and expound the Scriptures in the 
synagogues, the scribes, when present, were natur- 
ally most frequently invited to do so (cf. Mk 

The scribes were very ambitious of honour (Mt 
23*-", Mk 12 3 "-, Lk « 20«), which they de- 
manded more especially from their pupils. 'Let 
the honour of thy disciple be dear unto thee as the 
honour of thine associate ; and the honour of thine 
associate as the fear of thy master ; and the fear 
of thy master as the fear of Heaven' (Aboth iv. 17 
in Taylor, Sayings of the Jewish Fathers 3 ). The 
claims of one's teacher were to be preferred to those 
of one's father, unless the latter were also one of 
the learned. If one's father and one's teacher had 
lost anything, or were bearing burdens, or were in 
captivity, the teacher was to be assisted first (Baba 
mezia h. 11 in Schurer, GJV* ii. 317, and Taylor, 
op. cit. 11 ). The honour which they demanded was 
freely accorded to them. They enjoyed a great 
reputation not only among their pupils, but also 
among the people generally. They were usually 
addressed as Rabbi (*3"3, literally ' my lord ' ; it also 
meant 'master' in the sense of 'teacher,' Jn l^J.t 
occasionally also as Rabban or Rabbon (cf. Rabboni, 
addressed to Christ in Mk 10", Jn 20"), father 
(=abba) and master (= teacher, Mt 23»- w ). 

ii. Functions. — It was mainly, though not ex- 
clusively, with the Law that the scribes occupied 
themselves. In respect of it their functions were 
threefold: (1) they had theoretically to develop 
the Law itself ; (2) they had to teach the Law to 
their pupils ; and (3) they had to act as judges in 
the Sanhedrin and in the various local courts. £ 

(1) The theoretical development of the Law. — 
Theoretically, the written Law, contained in the 
Pentateuch, was the absolute norm of life, the 
religious, civil, and penal code of Israel. The 
pious Jew was required to observe it in its minutest 
details. But it was impossible for an average man 
to do so without special guidance. For this guid- 
ance they looked to the scribes. One of their 
chief functions was to study the exact letter of the 
Law,'to harmonize and develop its various precepts 
into the minutest details, so as to secure its com- 
plete fulfilment, and to show how its precepts 
were to be observed in daily life. This they did 
also with the great mass of unwritten legal tradi- 
tions, which in course of time had grown up along- 
side of the written Law. Cases, however, were of 
frequent occurrence, in regard to which both the 
written Law and tradition were silent, while the 

• ' " Scribe " (Latt. icriba) unfortunately lays strew on the ety- 
mological sense of the word (yfrnufxarui = 0*^b) ; "lawyer" 
(ytf^zii) is scarcely better ; Lc.'s t»i*»Sitir»mX*( is perhaps the 
most exact title ' (Swete on Mk Josephus occasionally calls 
them rftrrx! (BJ i. xxxiii. 2, n. xrii. 8, 9). 'The word moe, 
which in earlier times had been applied to one who was skilled 
in any of the arts of life . . . hod come to be applied, if not 
exclusively, yet at least chiefly, to one who was shrewd with 
practical wisdom, or who knew the thoughts and sayings of the 
ancients' (Hatch's Hibbert Lecluret, 26). Hatch also reminds 
us (p. 28) that ' by Grammar was meant the study of literature.' 

f According: to Schurer it was not till after the time of Christ 
that ' Rabbi 'became a title ; in the Gospels it is not a title, but 
a respectful form of address. 

; Cf. Aboth i. 1 : The men of the Great Synagogue ' said 
three things: Be deliberate in Judgment; and raise up many 
disciples ; and make a fence to the Torah.' 



changes that were taking place in the national 
life rendered some of the old enactments highly 
inconvenient, if not obsolete. How, under these 
changed conditions, was it possible to live in 
accordance with the general principles of the Law ? 
How were these new cases to be met? The 
solution of these difficulties was one of the leading 
occupations of the scribes. By means of an 
exegesis which was frequently very artificial, they 
not only based existing legal tradition more or less 
directly on the written Law, but also deduced from 
it rules that would meet the new case; or they 
met it by giving to some saying or recent custom 
of the 'wise' the value of fixed legal tradition. 
They were not satisfied, however, with expound- 
ing the Law and tradition so as to meet actually 
occurring cases. They busied themselves in pro- 
viding for all conceivable cases that might occur, 
and especially in making a hedge or fence round 
the Law, i.e. in so expanding the compass of legal 
precept beyond what was laid down in the Penta- 
teuch and in the oldest form of tradition, that it 
mig^ht be impossible for a man, if he observed all 
their traditional rules, to be even tempted to trans- 
gress the Law. * From being ' exegetes of the Law ' 
the scribes thus became legislators ; they not only 
made the Law more precise, but also introduced 
into it many innovations, supplementing and, in 
some cases, abolishing it, by their inferences and 
traditions. Still they had no intention of innovat- 
ing; they were great sticklers for antiquity ; they 
only meant to say what was old (cf. Welfhausen, 
IJG* 284). 

This ever-accumulating mass of legal traditions 
and of legal determinations was called Halacha-t 
It was equally binding with the written Law, the 
two together constituting the absolute rule of life. 
It was given by God to Moses at Sinai; Moses 
delivered it to Joshua, and Joshua to the elders, 
and the elders to the prophets, and the prophets 
to the men of the Great Synagogue (Aboth L 1, 
where Torah = the oral law ; cf . Weber, op. cit. 
88 ff.). It was the authentic interpretation and 
supplement of the Torah ; Jehovah not only 
taught Moses the Torah, but also its authentic 
interpretation, or the lex oralis (Pesikta 38a, in 
Weber, 89). In theory the written Law was the 
highest norm ; but in practice the scribes assigned 
greater importance to the oral law (cf. Mt lo 2 **, 
Mk 7 8ff -)- They interpreted the Law by tradition, 
which was 'the fence to Torah' (Aboth iii. 20). 
'The Bible was understood by the help of the 
Halacha, quite as much as the Halacha was based 
upon the Bible ' (W. R. Smith, op. cit. 64). It was 
more necessary to learn and teach tradition than 
Scripture. The transgression of Rabbinic precepts 
was sin. Whoever transgressed the words of the 
wise was worthy of death. 'An offence against 
the sayings of the scribes is worse than one against 
those of Scripture' (Sanh. xi. 3, quoted in Eders- 
heim, The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, 
i. 98 ; cf. also Weber, op. cit. 102 ff.). They never- 
theless maintained that tradition was essentially 
nothing more than the interpretation and more 
specific determination of the Torah, from which, 
they alleged, all legal decisions were derived (cf. 

• Cf. W. R. 8mith, OTJC* 61 [2 47] ; Taylor, op. cit. 11 : ' lo 
make a fence lo the Torah means to impose additional restric- 
tions so as to keep at a safe distance from forbidden ground.' 
Streane, The Age of the Maccabees, 22 : ' The term means the 
prohibition of things innocent in themselves, but bordering too 
closely for safety on things forbidden.' Weber, op. cit. 183, 
gives the following example : It was forbidden to drink the 
wine of the Gentiles, because they were never certain that they 
did not thereby come into contact with idolatry. 

t Halacha means literally ' going,' ' way,' hence fig. ' custom,' 
' usage,' ' rule,' esp. one fixed traditionally, jut a majoribu* 
tradition (Weber >, 93); ' Halacha was legal teaching, systematized 
legal precept . . . the system of rules applying the Pentateuchal 
law to every case of practice and every detail of life ' (W. R. 
Smith, op. cit. 58). 
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Weber, 96 ff.). Whether an inference or a custom 
should become a binding hdldchd was determined 
by the majority of those distinguished for learn- 
ing. It was thus also that they decided the 
differences between the rival schools of Hillel and 
Shammai. Theoretically, the h&lachCth were un- 
changeable; but for various reasons it was im- 

5)881016 to maintain this principle in practice, 
ut a hdl&chd could be changed or abolished 
only with the consent of a majority of the Wise. 
'One Sanhedrin cannot abrogate the decision of 
another Sanhedrin, unless it be superior in wisdom 
and in number ' (Edtiyoth i. 5, quoted in Montet, 
op. cit. 231). 

As expositors and guardians of the Law the 
scribes occupied themselves mainly with precepts 
regarding sacrifices, the festival celebrations, the 
observance of the Sabbath, the payments to be 
made to the priests and the temple, and more 
especially with those relating to levitical purity in 
the matter of foods, purifications, etc. They laid 
the greatest stress on these ascetic elements because 
they thereby kept Israel separate from the Gentiles. 
•Their ideal was not righteousness, but holiness' 
(Wellhausen, op. cit. 150). The marks of a religious 
Jew were fasting (cf. Lk 18 13 ), almsgiving (Mt6 ,£r -)> 
and prayer, as the fulfilment of statutory duties 
(cf. Mt 6 8ff - ; Aboth ii. 17 : 'be careful in reading 
the Sterna',' i.e. Dt 6 4 - 9 ). Really ethical duties 
were assigned a subordinate place (Mt 15 4ff ", Mk 
7*"-, Mt 23 23m ). A distinction was drawn between 
greater and lesser commandments ; but they were 
enjoined ' to be attentive to a light precept as to a 
grave' {Aboth ii. 1). Great stress was laid on the 
idea of reward (Aboth iv. 13 IT. : ' whosoever fulfils 
the Torah in poverty will at length fulfil it in 
wealth ' ; ' if thou labourest in the Torah, He hath 
much reward to give unto thee ' ; 'he who performs 
one precept has gotten to himself one advocate ; 
and he who commits one transgression has gotten 
to himself one accuser.' Cf. v. 11 ff., where seven 
kinds of punishment are shown to come on 
account of seven main transgressions, such as 
dearth from failure to tithe). 

Piety was thus reduced to an external and 
mechanical formalism. Nothing was of value, if 
not strictly regulated by an external law ; no 
room was left for moral originality or spon- 
taneity ; uniformity and formal exactness were 
all important. Life under the Law was felt to 
be a heavy burden ; the scribes themselves had to 
devise methods whereby to evade some of their 
own precepts (Lk ll 48 , Mt 23 imr ). Instead of prov- 
ing a help to men in their moral and religious life, 
the Law had become a means whereby access to 
God was cut otl'jLk ll M ).* 

(2) The teaching of the Law. — With a view to 
'raising up many disciples ' (Aboth i. 1), the more 
famous rabbins gathered round them studious 
young men, to whom they expounded the Law 
(cf. Josephus, Ant. XVII. vi. 2, BJ I. xxxiii. 2). 
Seeing that the oral law was the main theme of 
their instruction, their teaching consisted in a 
constant repetition of its numerous precepts, so 
that their pupils might have them imprinted on 
their memory. They also put concrete cases, real 
or imaginary, before their pupils, in order to train 
them in the application of legal principles. Their 
pupils were also allowed to put questions to them, 
and to attend the disputations which they held 
among themselves over difficult questions. The 
pupils had only two duties : (a) to retain every- 
thing faithfully in their memory, and (6) never to 
teach otherwise, even in expression, than they had 
been taught by their master (cf. Aboth v. 18, of 

• For the legal traditions regarding: the observance of the 
Sabbath, etc., see Schiirer, op. cit ii 404 ff. ; Kdereheim, op. cit. 
ii. 77* ff., and cf. art. Sabbath. 



the four characters in scholars, 'quick to hear, 
and slow to forget, is wise ' ; iii. 12, ' wiien a 
scholar of the wis? sits and studies, and has for- 
otten a word of his Mishna, they account it unto 
im as if he were guilty of death ' ; ii. 10, ' Eliezer 
ben Hyrcanus is a plastered cistern, which loseth 
not a drop'). Both teachers and pupils adhered 
rigidly to tradition. On any subject whatever, 
the fact that the rabbis had said so and so was 
decisive (cf. Mk 9 11 ). 

Both for the disputations of the scribes among 
themselves and for the instruction of their pupils 
there were special academies (beth hammiarash), 
distinct from the synagogues. In Jerusalem their 
lectures were delivered also in the temple (cf. Lk 
2", Mt 21* 26 M , Mk> 14 49 , Lk 20' 21", Jn 18»), i.e. 
in the outer court. The scholars sat on the ground, 
the teachers on a raised bench (cf. Lk 2 4e , Ac 22*, 
Mt 20 M , Aboth i. 4, v. 21). 

(3) As judges.— Although in NT times a pro- 
fessional knowledge of the Law was not requisite 
on the part of a judge, the scribes would naturally 
be called upon to fillthat office. In the Sanhedrin 
at Jerusalem the * chief priests ' had the first place ; 
but scribes also had a seat in it (cf. Mk 14 4 *- M 15 l , 
Lk 22 M 23 10 , Ac 4°), and exercised the greatest in- 
fluence (Ant. XVIII. i. 4). See art. Sanhedrix. 

Their whole professional activity both as teachers 
and judges was understood to be gratis. ' R. Zadok 
said, Make them [*.e. words of Torah] not a crown, 
to glory in them ; nor an axe, to live by them. 
And thus was Hillel wont to say, And he who 
serves himself with the tiara [the crown of the Law] 
perishes. Lo, whosoever makes profit from words 
of Torah removes his life from this world' (Aboth 
iv. 9 ; cf. Taylor, op. cit. 68). They had therefore 
to earn the means of living in other ways. Those 
of them who were not possessed of private means 
carried on a trade in addition to the study of the 
Law (cf. Ac 18 s ). But they had to make the study 
of the Law supreme (Sir SS^O 11 ; Aboth ii. 6, 
Hillel said, 'He that has much traffic will not 
become wise ' ; iv. 14, ' R. Meir said, Have little 
business, and be busied in Torah '). 

It is probable, however, that they received pay- 
ment for their teaching (cf. our Lord's saying, 
Mt 10 10 , Lk 10 7 , and St. Paul's assertion of his 
right, seldom exercised, of being supported by 
those to whom he preached the gospel, 1 Co 9 s ' 1 ", 
2 Co ll w -, Ph 4 10 - 18 ), and that they knew how to 
enrich themselves at the expense oi the people (cf. 
Mk 12 w , Lk 20" 16 14 ). 

Though it was mainly with the Law that the 
scribes occupied themselves, they also turned their 
attention to the historical and didactic contents of 
their sacred writings. These they treated with 
far greater freedom than the legal contents, ampli- 
fying and embellishing them in the most arbitrary 
manner. The teaching that was thus derived from 
Scripture was called Haggada. ' Haggada was 
doctrinal and practical admonition, mingled with 
parable and legend.' ' It wa3 recognized as a 
rule of faith and life, and embraced doctrinal 
topics, practical exhortation, embellishments and 
fabulous developments of Bible narratives ' (W. R. 
Smith, op. cit. 58, 168 ; cf. Driver, LOT 7 487). 

Of historical haggada we have an example in the 
Books of Chronicles, an idealization and amplifica- 
tion of the history in Samuel and Kings (see art. 
CllRONICLKS, vol. i. 395 ff.). Later haggadists 
treated mainly of the history of creation and of 
the lives of the great men of the past." They 

* For Creation cf. Aboth v. 1, 9 ; for Abraham, cf. Josephus, 
A ut. i. vii. 2, Aboth v. 4 with Taylor's note, op. ext. 80 ; as to 
Moses cf. Ant. ii.-iv. and what is said in the NT of his culture 
(Ac T 22 ) ; of .1 asses and Jambrkb(2 Ti 3") ; of the rock (see Rock) 
that followed the Israelites through the wilderness (1 Co 10«) ; 
of the Law lieing given him, not directly by God, but through 
the mediation of angels (Ac 7», Gal S», He 2*); of Michael 
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also elaborated the ethical .and religious contents 
of Scripture in an altogether unhistorical and fan- 
tastic manner, devoting attention especially to 
angelology, theosophy, and eschatology. Unlike 
legal tradition (h&lachd), historical and doctrinal 
tradition (haggadd) was not binding, save on a 
few points such as the creation and government 
of the world by God, the Divine origin of the Law, 
and the resurrection of the dead. 
On the scribes and Jesus, see art Pharisees, § iii. 

LiTERATUM.-8charer, GJV* ii. 805 ff. (HJP n. I. 812 ff.), 
to which the above article is greatly indebted ; Wcllhausen, 
IJG* 193 IT. and paerim ; Weber, Jiid. Theologie au/ Grand det 
Talmud, etc., 1 ff. ; SchulU, Alttett. Theolngte*, 29011. ; Haus- 
rath, Seutett. ZeUgetchichte*, 87 ff.; O. Holtzmann, Neutett. 
ZeUgetchichte, Kill.; II. J. Holtzmann, Neutett. Theologie, 
86 fT '.; Montet, Ijct originetdet pariu saducitnti pharitien,G\ ff., 
218 ff., and patrim ; Marti, Theologie dee Alt. Tettamentt*, 
288 ff. ; the article ' Schriftgelohrte ' in Winer's RWB* ii. 425- 
428, in Herzogr's RE* (by Struck), in Schenkel's Bibel-Lexikon 
(by K16pper), in Riehm's UWB* (by Schiirer); Edersheim, 
Life and Timet of Jetut the Meetiah, L 93 ff., ii.774 ff. ; Taylor, 
Sayingt of the Jewith Father**; W. R. Smith, OTJC* 65 ff. 
P42II.] ; Bach or. Die altette Terminol. derjiid. Schriftautlegung 
(p. 33 ff. on Haggada, illustrating further what is quoted on the 
derivation in LOT, Lc, and which Schiirer 1 ), ii 839, accepts). 

D. Eaton. 

8CRIP.— Scrip occurs once as the tr. of wp^; 
yalkut (from opS to glean), a shepherd's bag, in 
its single occurrence, 1 S 17*°; and six times as 
the tr. of m}pa, a traveller's leathern bag for 
holding provisions (cf. LXX, 2K 4" Jth 10 9 
13"»-»), Mt 10 10 , Mk 6 8 , Lk 9» 10* 22*-*, all the 
examples of that word. RV retains 'scrip' in 
OT, but changes into « wallet ' in NT. The Eng. 
word has nothing to do with 'scrip' (formerly 
spelt ' script,' from Jcriptum), a schedule : it is of 
Scand. origin (Icel. skreppa), and is allied to, if not 
derived from, 'scrap' (Icel. skrap), as made from 
a scrap of skin, or as used for holding scraps of food. 
See Bao. J. Hastings. 

SCRIPTURE.— The words so translated in EV 
are — 

1. an?, only Dn 10° 'I will show thee that 
which is noted in the scripture of truth ' (RV 
' writing '), where the reference is to ' the book in 
which God has inscribed beforehand, as truly as 
they will be fulfilled, the destinies of mankind' — 
Driver. Elsewhere this word is tr* ' writing,' ex- 
cept Ezr 2", Neh 7 W (EV ' register '). 

This idea of -a Book of God, in which are recorded men's 
names or deeds, runs through OT, the Apocalyptic lit., and 
NT. It appears that burgess-rolls of cities were kept, in which 
were enrolled the names of the citizens, with their families 
(Jer 22*> 'Write ye this man childless') and their vocations 
(the priests' roll or 'register' in Ezr 2 s2 , Neh 7**). Such rolls 
suggested the figure of a roll or book kept by God, containing 
the names of the covenant people of Israel. In Is 43 (' he that 
romoineth in Jerusalem shall be called holy, even every one 
that is written among the living [RVm 'unto life'] in Jeru- 
salem ')and Ezk 13* (' neither shall they be written in the writing 
[RVm 'register'] of the house of Icsael')we see the transition 
from the civil to the religious use, or at least from the actual 
to the ideal. From the roll or book the name of the citizen 
was removed at death ; bo in Ex 82»* M. >es says, ' Blot me, I 
pray thee, out of thy book which thou host written,' and v.&> 
Jehovah answers, ' Whosoever has sinned against me, him will I 
blot out of my book.' See Charles, Book of Enoch, p. 131 ff. 

2. ypdfifia : this word is used in NT in the foil, 
senses — (1) A letter of the alphabet, a written 
character, Gal 6" (where AV follows Tind. in 
rendering ' how large a letter,' but RV, accord- 
ing to the usage of ypapfiara ypd<peii>, ' how large 
letters,' Wye. and Rhem. already had 'what 
manner of letters '). In AV, after TR, this sense is 
found also in Lk 23 s8 , but omitted from RV, after 
the best MSS. (2) Any written document, Lk 
16«- 7 AV « bill,' RV * bond' (TR t6 ypd/tfui, edd. rd 

contending with the devil for his body (Jade 8 ); Sa'ma or 
Salmon, the father of Booz (1 Ch 2", Ru i*"), was the h.uband 
of Rahab (Mt 1») ; the drought and famine of 1 K 17> 181* wer e 
known to have lasted three and a half years (Lk 4», Ja 6" ; see 
also Gal 4», cf. under Ibumakl). 



ypdnftara). (3) An epistle, Ac 28 21 (ypdmtara, EV 
« letters '). (4) The law of Moses, Jn S 47 (rA foetov 
ypdn/tara, EV ' his writings ') ; in St. Paul as written 
and judicial in opposition to the liberty of the 
law of life in Christ, Ro 2"- ■ 7 6 , 2 Co 3«- 7 . 
(5) The sacred Scriptures of the OT, 2 Ti 3 18 (TR 
tA lepa ypdnnara, edd. omit rd, AV * the holy Scrip- 
tures,' RV 'the sacred writings'). (6) Learning, 
Jn 7 1 *, Ac 26 s *. 

3. ypaifyi). Once this word refers to NT writ- 
ings, viz. the Epp. of St. Paul, 2 P 3"; elsewhere 
the reference is to a passage of the OT,* or to the 
OT Scriptures in general. In Gal 3* ' the Scrip- 
ture' is personified. 

The question whether in the sing, is ever used of the 

OT as a whole is much disputed. In a note to Gal 3** Lightfoot 
lays down the rule that 'the sing. yp**4 in the NT always 
means a particular pottage of Scripture.' But in a subsequent 
note to Ro 4* he somewhat modifies this statement : ' Dr. 
Vaughan,' he says, 'takes a different view, and instances 
examples from St. John. The usage of St. John may admit of 
a doubt, though, personally, I think not ; St. Paul's practice, 
however, is absolute and uniform.' Hurt (on 1 P 28) says that 
in St. John and St. Paul n ' is capable of being understood 

as approximating to the collective sense.' See Westcott, 
Uebrewt, p. 474 ff. ; Dcissmonn, Bibeletudien, 108 ff., Eng. tr. 
112 ff. ; and esp. Warn eld in Fret, and Be/. Review, x. (July 

1899) p. 472 ff. J. Hastings. 

SCYTHIANS (Zrffcu, Jg 1", Jth 3 10 , 2 Mac 4" 12» 
3 Mac 7 8 ; Gn 14'- • 2«r. in Symm. = D7'8). — A nomadic 
tribe of Indo-European origiu who lived between the 
Danube and the Don, and spread over the region be- 
tween the Caucasus and the Caspian. In the time 
of the elder Pliny the name Scythia was applied 
vaguely to the remote regions or Central Asia and 
S.E. Europe. The cruelty of the Scythians was pro- 
verbial (Herod, iv. 64), and their injustice (2 Mao 
4 47 , cf. 3 Mac 7 J ). Herodotus mentions (i. 103-105) 
that a horde of Scythians invaded Media, became 
masters of Asia, and intended to attack Egypt. 
Psammetichus, the king of Egypt, met them in 
Palestine, where he was besieging Azotus, and 
prevailed on them by bribes to retreat. It is not 
improbable that the description of the foe from 
the north in Jer 4 3 -6 S0 was suggested by the ravages 
of these Scythian hordes, and that the imagery of 
Ezk 38 4ff - had a similar origin. Zephaniah's de- 
scription of the ' Day of the Lord ' may also reflect 
the impression produced upon the prophet's mind 
by the news or the advance of these formidable 
hosts (see Driver, LOT* 232, 291 f., 342, and cf. 
art. Jeremiah in vol. ii. p. 570 b ). Thuc. (ii. 96) 
connects the Scythians with the Geta?, their 
neighbours, with whom they afterwards coalesced. 
Horace (Od. III. xxiv. 9 ff.) praises their simplicity 
and describes their nomadic habits. In Col 3' 1 
(«f. Gal 3 s8 ), where it is said that Christianity does 
away with all ethnical distinctions, Scythians are 
mentioned in connexion with, and probably as a 
synonym for, barbarians. C. H. Priciiard. 

8CYTH0P0LI8.— See Bethshean. Its inhabit- 
ants are called Scythopolitani (2Kv0oroA(e)(ra<) in 
2 Mac 12»>. 

SEA (Heb. o; ; Gr. ^ OeWaaaa ; only twice rd 
wihayot, Mt 18 8 , Ac 27 s ).— Besides the literal use, 
either generally or specially, with often a descrip- 
tive epithet, of the Mediterranean (Ex 23", Nu 34", 
Dt 11»), the Dead Sea(Nu34 3 , Jos 3", Zee 14 8 ), the 
Red Sea (Ex 10 19 , Ac7 M , 1 Co 10\ He U»), the Sea 
of Galilee (Nu 34", Jos 12* Mt 4' 8 15* Mk l 16 7 31 , 
Jn 21 1 6 1 ), and even the Nile (Is 18* 19 5 , Ezk 32 s , 
Nah 3 8 ) and Euphrates (Is 21 1 , Jer 51 30 ), and the 
figurative use in OT for west, because the Mediter- 
ranean was the western limit of Palestine ((in 
28", Ex 10 10 27 12 , Jos 8" II s ), there are poetical, 

* Hort, however, holds that in 1 P 2* J» cannot mean 

1 in Scripture,' nor even ' in a passage of Scripture,' but must 
mean simply ' in writing,' as Sir !WW 42? 44* etc 
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mythological, and apocalyptic references to the 
sea, which in several passages give to the word a 
theological significance. In this nse the Word 
' sea ' is closely allied with the word ' deep (o'l-tp 
LXX and NT ^ Upwraoi), which means (1) the 
primeval sea, from which all arose (Gn l a , Ps 24 s ) ; 
(2) the ocean stream and subterranean waters 
(Gn 7" 8* 49 s5 , Dt 33 1S 8 7 ) ; (3) any mass of waters 
(Ex 15», Ps 42* 107*) ; (4) the depths, the deep 
places of the underworld (Ps 71"; see Cheyne on 
Ps 88 s and 148 7 ), as the abode of the dead generally 
(Ro 10 7 ), and specially of demons (Lk 8", Rev 9'- » 
1 1 7 17 8 20 1 ). While generally used only in the third 
sense, the word ' sea ' seems in some passages to 
borrow the fourth sense also (Rev 13 l , Dn 7*). 
Either by poetical personification or as a mytho- 
logical survival, the sea is spoken of as a monster 
over which God sets a watch, and with which He 
wages war (Job 7 U , see Davidson, Job, p. 54 ; 
Is 27 1 , see Cheyne, Isaiah, i. p. 158 ; Is 51"). The 
image of the sea is used regarding man and his 
ways : the wicked are as the sea casting up mire 
and dirt (Is 57"), man's grief is ae the unquiet sea 



SEA, BRAZEN (n?rtp d;2K 25 u , 1 Ch 18", Jei 
52"; called in 1 K 7** =2 Ch 4* Molten Sea ,[o; 
pyrn] ; alsp called in 1 K 7" et al. absolutely * The 
Sea' [o;n]). — The large basin * of copper or bronze 
(see Brass) which stood S.E.S. of the house, and, 
as in the case of the corresponding laver (i 1 )*?) of 
the tabernacle, was situated between the altar and 
the porch.t The metal of which it was made is 
said to have been taken by David from the cities 
Tibhath and Cun.J The basin was itself 5 cubits 
high, with a diameter of 10 cubits and a circum- 
ference of 30.§ It was a handbreadth in thickness. 
Its rim was bent outward as in that of many cups, 
being of the shape of a lily. That is all we are 
told of its shape, but from these data Josephus 
concluded that it wan a hemisphere : others nave 
thought of it as cylinder-shaped. Winer,|| Riehm.lT 
and Thenius** hold it to have been a kind of 
cylinder, in which the lower part bulged out. 
Thenius, Keil, and others object to Josephus' 
view that, if the basin were a hemisphere, it 
could not hold 2000, much less 3000 baths of water. 
The same might be said of the cylinder form which 
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(Jer 49 B ), the doubtful man is as a wave tossed by 
the wind (Ja 1"), wicked men are raging waves of 
the sea foaming out their own shame (Jude "), 
invading hosts are compared to overflowing streams 
(Is 8 7 , Jer 47 1 ) and the noisy sea (Is 17 18 ). In 
Rev 13 1 the beast rises out of the sea (as in Dn 7 s 
the four beasts rise), because (1) the sea as a wild, 
terrible power (Ps 107** ; see G. A. Smith, HGHL 
bk. ii. ch. vii.) represents heathenism (Reuss on 
Dn 7") ; or (2) the Roman power actually came from 
the sea, or tho west (Holtzmann, nandcom. on 
Rev 13') ; or (3) the sea is but a synonym for the 
abyss (cf. Rev ll 7 17 8 ) ; or (4) the sea represents 
humanity, as in the passages noted above (so in 
Rev 17" the many waters of v. 1 are explained as 
* peoples, and multitudes, nnd nations, ana tongues'; 
see Carpenter on Rev 13 1 and 17 IB in Ellicott r s NT 
Commentary, xii. pp. 167, 207). The words in 
Rev 21' 'the sea is no more' (RV) will mean 
accordingly that powers hostile to God, whether 
men or demons, shall be brought to nought. 

See also art. Sea of Glass, and for ' brazen sea' 
and 1 molten sea' next article. 

A. E. Garvie. 



some give it. Benzingertt points out that 2000 
baths are equivalent to 72,800 litres, and that a 
hemisphere of the dimensions of the brazen sea 
could contain but 32,707 litres, while a cylinder 
of these dimensions would contain, at the utmost, 
40,062 litres. It is possible that the diameter and 
circumference are taken at the narrowest part, say 
immediately beneath the rim ; but it is more 
probable that the measurements apply to the rim, 
and that lower down the vessel bulged out very 
much. 

According to S Ch 4 s and Josephus, Ant. rm. iii. 5, the sea 
held not 2000, but 3000 baths. Keil and Thenius trace the error 
to a transcriber, and accordingly alter 3000 to 2000. There is, 
however, no external support for the change, and it is ex- 
ceedingly likely that we owe the larger number to the fondness 
of the Chronicler for exaggeration— a fondness equalled at least 
by the Jewish historian. 

Below the rim, somewhere near tho middle of 

* The Romans called large vessels lakes (locus), 
t Ex 30>8. 

I 1 Ch 188, C f. 28 88. The names of places diffir in these 
parallel verses, 
f LXX S3. II RWB* ii. 69. 1 HWB* ,L 986. 

•* Com. ft Com. on 1 K 7 s8 . 
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the vessel, probably two rows of colocynths * were 
figured, these being cast with the basin, and not 
subsequently carved. Stade t has shown on gram- 
matical and other grounds that the numeral ' ten ' 
must go with 'cubits' and not with ' colocynths,' 
and that, in short, the words 'constitute a clumsy 
gloss, and had far better be left out. 

The Brazen Sea rested upon 12 brazen oxen, with 
their heads turned towards the four cardinal points, 
3 looking in each direction. All of them probably 
stood upon one basement of metal. 

It is likely that the space between the several 
groups was greater than that between the several 
members of the group ; but we have no information 
on this, or concerning the height of the oxen or 
their other dimensions. 

Josephus : says that in making them Solomon broke the law 
o! Moses which forbade the making of any graven image,} as he 
did also in making the lions that were about his throne. He 
might surely have added the cherubim, which come under the 
same category. Riebm says the figures of oxen were chosen 
to form a rest for the basin, because oxen formed so large a part 
of the offerings. This may also supply a reason for the horn b at 
the four corners, as Fran* Delitzsch suggests. 11 Stade, Ben- 
singer, Nowack, and others hold that the oxen have a connexion 
with the worship of Jehovah in the form of a bull, which pre- 
vailed in the North ; the horns of the altar are traced to the 
same source. Kosters T tries to prove that the ' Sea ' stands for the 
ovib — 'the deep,' one source of water supply, and that the 
la vers** represent the clouds, the source of the rain supply. 
Benzinger gives his approval to this theory, ft and so did 
Smend;; before him. On these matters the Bible is silent. 

We are not told how the basin was supplied with 
water, nor how the water was got out. 

As to the first, Keil thinks it was filled by means 
of a crane which raised the water from the fountain 
close to the altar and transferred it by means of 
some vessel to the ' Sea ' whenever it was wanted. 
With regard to the second, there must have been 
some apertures low enough to be reached ; possibly 
the water came out of the mouths of the oxen 
through pipes supplied with taps. For the opinions 
of leading rabbinical writers, see Lundius, Jud. 
Heilig., Hamburg, 1738, p. 356. 

Not a word is said in the older and soberer 
account of Kings of the purpose served by the 
Brazen Sea. But in 2 Ch 4 s it is said to be for 
the priests to wash in : that is, if we take the 
account of the nV? or laver §§ of the tabernacle to 
guide us, the priests washed their hands and feet 
with its water before they proceeded to otter 
sacrifices. 

The next point at which we meet the Brazen Sea 
is in 2 K 16", where it is narrated that Ahaz, for 
the sake of their value, took away the brazen 
jxen, and laid the 'Sea 'on the stone pavement. 
The Chaldteans at a later time, led by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, broke the *Sea' into pieces and carried 
away these pieces to Babylon. |||| 

After this we read no more about it. Yet Sir 
5X1* *3H seems to show that in the mind of the writer 

• The addition ' ten colocynths to every cubit ' has no sup- 
port in the MT, nor in the LXX, though Thenius and Keil 
defend this rendering. 

t ZATWHL 167 f. 

1 Ant. vill. vli. 6. | Ex 20*. 

C Riebm, HWB* i. 75». He compares the Greek and Roman 
altars with rams' heads at the corners. Cf. Temple, Altar of 

I TkT\V!$i, 445 ff. 8ee 1 K 7»-», and cf. Lavkh. 

It Heb. Areh. 389 ; cf. also Nowack, Heb. Arch. il. 44 L, and 
Kittel, E6nige, p. 64. 

I I Lehrbuch der altteiL Religionsgesehiehte, p. 130 [not in 
2nd ed., Smend having now, as he informs the present writer, 
abandoned Kosters' view as being based on dogmatic rather 
than critical considerations]. 

81 8ee Ex 30' s it. : this laver is to be sharply distinguished from 
the 10 lavers of the temple. See Laver, and cf. a very elaborate 
article by Stade, entitled * Die Kesselwagen des salom. Tempels, 
1 K 7*7-**,' in ZATW, 1901, p. 146 ff. 

III 2 K 25W. 18, Jer 5217. ». In the last passage it Is stated that 
the Choldasans took away the oxen as welL This is not said in 
the Book of Kings. 

•JU ' In his days ' (those of Simon the high priest) ' the cistern 
to receive water, being in compass as the sea, was covered with 
plates of brass ' [but see the Heb., and cf. Kautzsch, Apokr.]. 



the second temple had its Brazen Sea too, though 
apart from the vague hint contained in this verse 
of the Apocrypha we read nothing about a Brazen 
or Molten Sea in any temple except Solomon's. 

LrmATURB.— Reland, Antia. Saer. i. 6 ff . ; Keil, Tempel 
Salomos, 118 ff.; the Bible Dictionaries of Winer », Riehni«, 
and the works on Biblical Archeology by Lundius, Benzinger, 
and Nowack ; Stade's Ueschichte des Volket Israel, i. 335 f.; the 
Commentaries of Thenius, Kittel, Benzinger on 'Kings'— the 
first very full and able, the last two short, compact, and up to 
date. T. W. DAVIKS. 

8EA OF CHINNERETH, 8EA OF GALILEE.— 

See Galilee, Sea of. 

SEA OF GLASS (AV), 0LA8ST 8EA (RV), 
06Xaaaa ua\lri), occurring Rev 4" 15 2M *, has no 
exact parallel in previous or contemporary litera- 
ture. But, as the scene in Rev 4 attaches itself to 
Ezk 1, it is natural to find in the 'glassy sea 
before the throne ' a reproduction of the picture in 
Ezk l a * the likeness of a firmament (Heb. H*pi 
= ' expanse ' ; LXX o-Ttp4u/ia = ' solid structure,' 
whence Vulg. firmamentum) like the colour of the 
terrible crystal ' (LXX us Bpao-ts KpvariWov, ' having 
the look of crystal'), extending over the head of 
the living creatures and under 1 the likeness of a 
throne, as the appearance of a sapphire stone' 
(Ezk I s8 ). We are reminded also of Ex 24"- 10 , 
where it is said that, when Moses and Aaron and 
the elders of Israel ascended the mount and ' saw 
the God of Israel,' ' there was under his feet as it 
were a paved work of sapphire stone, and as it 
were the very heaven (LXX eZSos arepeufiaros rod 
oiipavov, ' the appearance of the heaven's firma- 
ment ') for clearness.' And just as there was ' fire 
on the top of the mount' (Ex 24"), so also in Ezk 
1^ we are told that * there was an appearance of 
fire . . . round about,' and again in Rev 15* the 
glassy sea is 'mingled with fire.' Another im- 
perfect parallel is found in Enoch 14». The walls 
of the heavenly house from which Enoch saw in 
vision a second house and a throne in it and the 
great glory thereon, were 'like a mosaic crystal 
floor, and its groundwork was of crystal . . . and 
its floor was fire.' Perhaps the most nearly exact 
parallel occurs in the Book of the Secrets of Enoch 
(the Slavonic fragment of the Enoch literature, 
probably composed in its present form in the first 
half of the 1st cent. A.D.).* In 3* Enoch tells how 
the angels had taken him up into the first heaven, 
next alx>ve the aether : ' and they showed me (he 
adds) a very great sea, greater than the earthly 
{i.e. the Mediterranean), and they brought before 
my face the elders.' Afterwards, in a higher 
heaven (the seventh in Enoch) he saw the throne 
and the glory. In Test. xii. Pair., Levi 2, this sea 
is said to lie between the first and second heavens, 
and is called the 'water hanging' between the 
two. It is to be noted, further, that just as we 
have, in connexion with the crystal appearance, 
' living creatures ' in Ezekiel, and ' holy ones ' in 
Enoch, and, in connexion with the great sea, 
' elders ' in the Secrets of Enoch, so also in Rev. we 
have, in connexion with the glassy sea, 'living 
creatures ' (ch. 4) and victorious saints (ch. 15). 

It is not necessary to harmonize all these apoca- 
lyptic images. But it is clear that the writer of 
Revelation is in contact at various points with 
previous apocalyptic literature when he conceives 
of a wide expanse of water in heaven, stretching 
away in front of the throne, smooth, clear, bright 
with a golden sheen t (21 u ), like a fire, upon it, 
that flashes from the seven burning lumps ; while 
hard by (or upon) this sea stand types of created 
life (ch. 4), and a triumphant host of those whose 
life has been created anew (ch. 15), glorifying the 

* See Charles and Morful's edition, 
t See article Glass. 
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Lord pod Almighty. It is possible that the idea 
of the glassy sea may have come from the temple 

Save merit of ornamental polished stones (2 Ch 7' ; 
os. BJ VI. i. 8 and iii. 2) on which the people 
bowed themselves in thanksgiving to the Lord, 
and the gleam of which the Rabbis compared to 
the gleam of crystal.* The suggested relation to 
the * molten sea' (OiXaaca x a **'oh the large copper 
reservoir of Solomon's temple used for the ablutions 
of the priests (2 S 8 s [LXX], 1 K T a ), seems to be 
more remote, if not quite imaginary. 

J. Massie. 

SEA OP JAZER.— See vol. ii. p. 653» notef. 

SEA OP THE ARABAH (AV 'the Plain ').-See 
Dead Sea. 

SEA OF TIBERIAS. — Seo Galilee, Sea of. 

8EAH.— See Weights and Measures. 

SEAL, SEALING (subst. onta ; ofpaylt, iuroafpi.- 
ytff/xa [LXX twice] ; specifically signet-ring, rnnrt, 
riH39, in Aramaic Kjjry, faxriiXtos. Verb, Dnrj ; a<ppay- 
ifw [all voices], KaTao~<ppayl£oficu [act. and pass.], 
ivur<t>paylfa [act. and mid.]). — These words are used 

(1) in a literal, (2) in a figurative sense. 

i. Literal Sense.— (a) Use of Seals.— There is 
evidence of the general use of seals in the early 
ages 'extending from the mists of Babylonian 
antiquity to the decline of Roman civilization' 
(Encyc. Brit. art. 'Gems'). We know from the 
OT that seals were used at an early date by the 
Hebrews (Gn 38 18,ss Judah's signet), by the Egyp- 
tians (Gn 41 43 Pharaoh), and by the Persians (Est 
3 10 8 a Ahaauerus). Herodotus tells us (i. 195) that 
the accoutrement of a Babylonian was incomplete 
without a staff and a ring, but this ring was prob- 
ably a talisman more frequently than a signet. 
And the literary evidence is supported by that of 
gems and inscriptions dating as far back as B.C. 
2000 and 3000, and showing that the practice ex- 
tended to other nations (see Riehm, HlvB, quoting 
Levy's Tables, and de Vogue's Melanges dArchio- 
logie orientale). Arabs and Persians of to-day 
wear similar seals. In the NT we have the <r<ppayls 
upon the stone closing the mouth of the Lord's 
tomb(Mt 27 uu ), and the ftum/Xtos (probably a signet- 
ring containing the father's name) put upon the 
finger of the prodigal (Lk 15 2; ) ; probably also the 
gold ring of the rich worshipper in Ja 2 s was not 
only an ornament but a signet-ring, indicating in 
itself that he was a person of consequence. 

(6) Structure of seals.— If we may judge from 
the seals and signet-rings that have come down to 
us, seals were of two kinds : (1) the small seal of 
precious stone or precious metal in a signet-ring ; 

(2) the more ample cone-shaped or round seals, 
some of metal (occasionally set in stone), some of 
porcelain or terra-cottaf (some even of wood are in 
vogue to-day in the East), large enough to contain 
inscriptions and animal figures, such as figures of 
oxen or antelopes, and intended to be hung by a 
cord from the neck or from the arm (Gn 38 18 - a , Ca 
8 6 ) or attached to the thing sealed (a door or a 
document, for example) when the impression was 
not made in the material of the thing itself.* 

(c) The material used as the medium.— Beckmann 

* See Bouaset, Offenbarvng, in loco. 

t It is very doubtful, however, whether the * great moss of 
existing (Babylonian) cylinders ' could have been used as seals. 

} Mr. Bernard Orenfell tells the present writer that scalings 
are not at all uncommon on Egyptian papyri, sometimes large, 
more frequently small. He believes that the practice of sealing 
documents went back In Egypt to the earliest times, though 
the date of the earliest papyrus seal is as yet uncertain. Jar- 
stoppers, however, were stamped in the time of the First 
Dynasty (earlier than B.C. 4000, according to Brugsch), and 
papyri of the Fourth and Fifth Dynasties, extant in fragments, 
probably, in their original state, contained settlings. 



(Hist, of Inventions, i, 140, Bonn's tr., quoted in 
Smith's Christian" Antiquities, art. ' Seals ) gives it 
as his opinion that ' in Europe wax has Iwen every- 
where used for sealing since the earliest ages.' 
But in the East it was not wax but clay (Job 38 w ), 
sealed when soft and then made hard by burning. 
When a door or a stone was to be sealed, a clay 
seal was put at each end of the cord stretched 
across it (cf. Evang. Pet. 8, irixf* ""-" ^ttA aifpaytSat, 
with Jn 9 s - u ). Some stones so sealed still retain the 
cord marks. But, like the Arabs and the Persians, 
the Hebrews also seem to have dipped seals or 
stamps in a black pigment, a paint or an ink. The 
picture which Ezekiel draws (9*) of the man * with 
the writer's inkhorn by his side,' marking the 
foreheads of the men that sighed and cried for 
the abominations in Jerusalem, is doubtless the 
source of the sealing picture in Rev 7. 

(d) Purposes of sealing.— Sealing was sometimes 
a substitute for signature (and conveniently so in 
days when writing was not a general accomplish- 
ment), if a letter had to be authenticated or a 
document to be ratified. So Jezebel forged Abab'a 
signature (1 K 21 8 ) ; and in Neh 9 s8 10 1 the sealing 
signified adherence to the contents of the covenant 
there and then made with God. At other times it 
denoted an inalienable possession, the signet itself 
being also the type of all that was most precious 
and inviolable (Ca 8 8 , Jer 22 s *). This comes out in 
the figurative application 2 Ti2 19 ' Having this seal, 
the Lord knoweth them that are his.' (In the 
same sense, perhaps, are the ffrly/iara, the ' brands ' 
of the Lord Jesus, Gal 6 17 ). Akin to this idea was 
that of security and permanency, as when the stone 
of the lions' den was sealed by the king with his 
own signet and those of his lords, 'that nothing 
might he changed concerning Daniel' (Dn 6", cfT 
also Bel w , Mt 27 s8 ). These ideas of ovmership and 
security are often combined with that of destina- 
tion, as in Ezk 9* and Rev 7 s , where the persons 
sealed were, as God's people, secured from imminent 
destruction and designated for future reward. 
Finally, connected with the ideas of security and 
destination was the idea of secrecy or postponement 
of disclosure, as when the words of a roll, more 
particularly if prophetic, were sealed up for the 
uninitiated, or till the time came to publish them 
(Is 29 11 , Dn 12 9 , Rev 10*). Quite in harmony with 
all these ideas was the idea of authority in the seal 
or signet, so that when a king bestowed his signet 
he thereby invested the recipient with royal 
authority, lending him, in fact, the royal name 
(Gn 41* 1 , Pharaoh and Joseph). 

ii. Figurative Sense.— In illustrating the scope 
of the literal, it has been unavoidable to trench 
upon the figurative, literal sealing being emblematic 
of one idea or another. But we have still to deal 
with the religious, the spiritual sense of seal and 
sealing, where there is nothing literal at all, even 
in vision. This comes out principally in the NT. 

The idea of authentication is prominent when 
converts are called the seal of apostleship (1 Co 9 s ), 
and when circumcision is named a seal, i.e. an 
authentication, of that righteousness by faith 
which existed before the rite was performed (Ro 
4 11 ). The solemn authentication of human experi- 
ence lies in the expression that he who has received 
the witness of the Son ' hath set seal to this that 
God is true' in what He promised through the 
Son (Jn 3 s3 ) ; while the saying ' Him hath God the 
Father sealed' signifies authentication and destina- 
tion to convey eternal life (Jn &"). The figurative 
sense of seal in the passage (2 Ti 2 1 *), * '1 he firm 
foundation of God (God's foundation of firm be- 
lievers) standeth, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are nis,' includes ownership, 
authentication, security, and destination. All these 
ideas, but especially destination, are present when 
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it is said that believers are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit of promise (Eph 1") i sealed onto the day of 
redemption (4 s0 ) ; sealed and having, in the Spirit 
within us, the earnest of what we shall be (2 Co 

Working back from the early assimilation of 
baptism to circumcision as a seal (Hermas, Sim. 
via. 6; 2 Clem, vii.), some have interpreted the 
Beatings just mentioned as directly referring to the 
baptisnval rite. But Lightfoot seems to be justified 
in Questioning (2 Clem, vii.) whether *St. Paul or 
St. John (e.g. Rev 9*) used the image with any direct 
reference to baptism.' Hatch (Htbbert Lectures, p. 
295) and Haraack (Dogmengesch. I. i. 151) trace the 
baptism sense of <r<f>paylt to the Greek mysteries ; 
but Anrich (MysteHenwesen, p. 120 ft'.) gives in his 
adherence to the belief that the origin of the use 
is the Jewish view of circumcision as a seal (see 
Anrich for illustr., and Sanday-Headlam on Ro4 n ). 

One peculiar figurative use remains to be noticed. 
St. Paul, in speaking (Ro 15**) of handing over the 
collection to the saints at Jerusalem, describes his 
act as 'sealing to them this fruit' (of his efforts, or 
of the spiritual blessings that had gone forth from 
the Jews). The simplest explanation seems to be 
that of Theodore of Mopsuestia : that the apostle 
is referring to the solemn and exact formalities of 
the transaction — a view which Deissmann supports 
from the papyri of FuyyO.ni, where such sealing of 
wheat-sacks and the like stands for a guarantee 
that they contain the amount they profess to con- 
tain. St. Paul desires to act like a conscientious 
merchant, and to guarantee formally that he hands 
over the amount due from him. The suspicions 
which some of his enemies had set afloat, that he 
helped himself from the collection, must be defi- 
nitely and completely foreclosed. J. Massik. 

SEAL, SEAL SKINS.— See Badger. 

BEAMEW (RV Lv 11", Dt 14").— See Cuckow. 

SEA-MONSTER. — This Eng. term occurs only 
twice in RV (text) : Gn 1" ' God created the great 
sea-monsters' (AV 'great whales,' LXX t4 k^tv), 
and Job 7" ' Am I a sea or a sea-monster (AV 
' whale,' LXX Spdxaw), that thou settest a watch 
over me ? ' The Heb. in both these passages is pjn 
(plur. or-Jfl and DTJe), which has been supposed to 
come from an (unused) root pn = ' stretch,' 'ex- 
tend,' and so to signify properly an elongated 
animal (see Ges. The*. 1511). The word j'jp, in 
addition to these two occurrences, is used of ser- 
pents or serpent-like creatures in Ex 7 1 " ^ • [P ; JE 
and R use enj, LXX t<pit, in the similar passages 
4 s and V s ], Dt 32°, Ps 91" ; perhaps the crocodile 
is in view in Is 27 1 51", Ezk 29 s 32' (see small type 
below), Ps 74"; large water animals* of some 
kind are designated by it in Jer 61 [Gr. 28]", Ps 
148 7 . In all these passages the LXX tr. p» by 
SpdKuv, RV has ' dragon,' except in Ex 7"** ' ser- 
pent' (RVm, 'Heb. tannin, any large reptile'); 
and Ps 91" 'serpent' ; in Pa 74" RVm has 'sea- 
monsters,' in 148* 'or sea-monsters or waterspouts.' 

In Neh 2" we hear also of the 'en hattannin 
('well of the dragon,' LXX viryi) ruw rvKuw, 
'fountain of the tigs,' evidently confusing pe 
with o^Sfl ' figs '). 

Quite a different term, although it has sometime* been con- 
fused t with it both by copyists [ pjn, LXX 8/wuitic, of La 4 s is 
a textual error for □•jn.while, conversely, O'JJJ of Ezk 29* 32 s 
(LXX in all Spiiuit) should be pjp] and by interpreters, is D';n 

* The creature which is said to have swallowed Jonah (see 
toL iL p. 750) is called simply a great fish (Vnj JJ), Jon 1" 
IHeb. and Or. 2 1 ]. The familiur ' whale ' comes from LXX sijm 
reproduced in the xr.its of Mt 12*>. 

t Pocock in his Commentary on Mic 1" (1077) first showed that 
these two words had been confus.-d, and pointed out that O'jf 
must denote some kind of jackal. 



(once Mai 1*, if the text is correct, rrtjjj, LXX ft«/*«r«sHeb. 
muj ; cf. Jer 9» <>«), Ps 66«), the plur. of (unused) f& which 
means some beast that haunts solitary places, probably the 
jackal. Its occurrences are Is ISM 3413 Slfl 4*», Jer 0W (»» lfftt 
14« 49» 6137, Mic 18 Ps 44«°(») (if the text is correct, but see 
Cheyne or Wellh.), Job 80*2 [in all these passages AV has 
' dragons,' * K V ' jackals "J, La 4» (AV [wrongly] ' sea-monsters,' t 
m. ' sea-calves,' RV ' jackals '). 

Another monster, belonging to the same cate- 
gory as tannin, is Leviathan (yy$ liwydthan, 
prob. = ' wreathed,' 'coiled'), which appears as a 
denizen of the waters in Ps 104* ' liwyathan whom 
thou hast formed (Fp;) to play therein ' (or ' with 
him,' to-pnfc^, LXX iftraltew abry), and Job 41»* 
[Heb. 40 i * ff -j- In the first of these passages the 
whale is often supposed to be referred to, in the 
second the crocouile, which last may be the 
reference also in Ps 74", where liwyathan is ap- 
parently symbolical of Egypt. In Job 3" [where 
it is not necessary to read, with Gunkel, o; • sea' 
for d'v ' day '] magicians are supposed to be able to 
' rouse up ' ("ny ; B x tl f"» ffMOai ) this monster. On 
Is 27' see below. [LXX in all these passages tr. 
JIC17 by 8p&icui>, except in Job 3 8 , where it nas ro 
/Uya KTjrot ; Aq., Symm., and Tlieod., where they 
are extant, always transliterate XewafldV, except 
in this same passage in Job, where Theod. has 
8p&Ku*]. Leviathan is referred to also in Enoch 
60 7 -», 2 Es 6*-" ; cf. Apoc. Bar 29*. 

It has been contended that, in most of the OT 
passages where tannin and liicy&than occur, a 
mythological or semi - mythological allusion is 
present. Such an allusion is discovered, for in- 
stance, in Is 27 1 ' In that day the Lord with his sore 
and great and strong sword shall punish liwydthdn 
the fleeing serpent (tnj e>r;j, LXX!^ C<fnt Qefryar, Aq. 
6a>it (tox^tet Symm. 6<fns ffuyicXelur) and liwyathan the 
coiled serpent (pn^M, ^W, LXX l<fnt crxoXidt, Aq. and 
Symm. t<f>i% ivto-Ktauntvot), and he shall slay the 
tannin that is in the sea.' The language here cer- 
tainly recalls the Babylonian mythology with its 
account of the primeval conflict between Marduk 
and Tianiat (see art. Cosmogony). The 'fleeing 
serpent' (cf. Job 28 ia -) is portrayed on a Bab. 
seal, with Marduk in pursuit ; the ' coiled serpent ' 
might be the earth-encircling ocean. These two 
liwyathan* are held to be simply differentiations of 
Tianiat, whose consort, Kingu, may be ' the dragon 
in the sea' (so Gunkel, followed by Cheyne, et al.). 
At the same time Gunkel (p. 40) admits that they 
are employed by ' Isaiah ' to symbolize kingdoms. 
In Is 51" (on which see art. Rahab) the 'dragon' 
(symbolical, as the context shows, of Egypt at the 
time of the Exodus) appears, as in the Bab. cos- 
mogony, as having been destroyed by God long 
ago (so also in Ps 74"'- ' Thou brakest the heads 
of the tanninim in the waters, thou didst crush 
the heads of liwyathan in pieces,' 89 10 al.), whereas 
in 27 1 the monster is tiiought of apparently as iin- 

firisoned in the sea, and destined to be destroyed at 
ast by Jahweh's sword (cf. Job 3 8 , where, as was 
noted above, magicians have the power to ' rouse 
up ' liwyathan ; 7", where watchers are set over 
the tannin ; and Am 9», where the serpent [pij}, 
8p&Kvr] is in any case no venomous marine snake, 
for such are not found in the Mediterranean, but 
' an imaginary monster, supposed by the Hebrews 
to have its home at the bottom of the ocean, and 
to be at the disposal of the Almighty' [Driver, 
ad loc.; similarly Nowaek, who has no doubt that 
there is a reference to the sea-monster of myth- 
ology]). Again, in Ezk 29 s " 8 and 32*-* the tannin 
to which Pharaoh is compared, although it has 
points in common with the crocodile, is held to 

• The word ' dragon ' in A V should probably be viewed merely 
as an old and poetical word for a large serpent ^not necessarily 
a fabulous monster). See examples of its use In this sense in 
old writers as quoted by Murray in Oxf. Eng. Dictionary, i.v. 

t This is the only occurrence of ' sea-monster' in AV. 
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find its only true equivalent in the monster Tiamat. 
The treatment to be meted out by God to Pharaoh 
recalls, we are told, the way in which Tiamat and 
her allies were vanquished and afterwards treated 
by Marduk ; compare, for instance, Ezk 32 s ' I will 
spread out my net for thee,' etc., with Creation 
tablet iv. 11. 95, 112, ' Bel (Marduk) threw wide his 
net, made it encompass her ' ; ' In the net they lay, 
in the meshes they sat.' But the net is a common 
OT figure, and may be used here independently. 
Upon the whole, while it is practically certain 
that the Tiamat myth had reached Palestine and 
that there are allusions to it in the OT, it will 
hardly be questioned that Gunkel exaggerates its 
influence. 

The ' dragon ' of Neh 2 1S is probably a serpent 
regarded as the tutelary deity of the spring, and 
believed to give living power, perhaps healing 
virtues, to its waters (cf. W. R. Smith, ES 1 156, 
161 [ 2 172, 176]). 

It does not fall within the scope of the present 
article to discuss the ' dragon ' or the Greek Book 
of Daniel (see art. Bel and the Dragon), the 
'dragons' of Ad. Est 10 7 ll 8 or of Ps-Sol 2 aMr -, or 
the « dragon ' of Rev 12 s * 13 a - «• » 16 13 20 s , for which 
last see Revelation (Book of), p. 256, and 
Bousset's Comm. ad loc. See also art. Rahab. 

Literature.— Gunkel, SchOpfung v. Chaoi, esp. pp. 29-90; 
Otaeyne'B artt. 'Behemoth and Leviathan' and 'Dragon' in 
Encyc. Bib I.; Weber, Jud. Tkeoi* 100, 202, 402, 404 (on Jewish 
fancies about Leviathan); the Comm., esp. those of A. B. 
Davidson, Dillm., Budde, and Duhm on Job ; of Oheyne. 
Dillm.-Kittel, and Marti on Itaiah; and of Bertholet and 
Kraetzschmar (both disinclined to admit in Ezk 29 s 82* the 
mythological allusions contended for by Gunkel) on EzekUL 

J. A. SELBIE. 

SEBA top). — Son of Cush, Gn 10 7 =1 Ch 1» 
Since Seba is mentioned in connexion with Cush 
in Is 43 s and 45 14 , it is probable that this genealogy 
is a gloss on the passages of Isaiah, or, at any rate, 
based upon them. Of Seba this author knows that 
its inhabitants were tall ; and since he prophesies 
that they should be brought in chains to Jerusalem, 
it seems reasonable to identify them with a race 
mentioned in the oracle of Is 18 s * 7 , who were to be 
brought as an offering to the temple, who also 
were connected with a nation living beyond the 
rivers of Cush, and who are described as 'drawn 
out, clean - shaven, and of power from ancient 
times.' The rest of the description is at present 
unintelligible. There is a further reference to 
them in Ps 72 1 *, where, however, they are merely 
typical of a distant race, and coupled with the 
familiar Sheba on the ground of the resemblance 
of their names. On this resemblance Glaser 
(Skizze, ii. 387 ff.) bases his theory that they repre- 
sent the Sabseans of Jebel Shammir in Nejd— a 
theory which is to be rejected on the ground that 
the only author who knows anything definite 
about them keeps them carefully apart from the 
Sabreans, and mentions them in connexion with 
Cush and Egypt. Since from the 8th cent. B.c. 
Cush had played an important part in politics, 
it is probable that an educated man would have 
some idea of the locality of Cush, and therefore 
any attempt to seek for Seba anywhere but in the 
heart of Africa should l>e rejected. The researches 
of Mr. Theodore Bent {Ruined Cities of Mashona- 
land, 1892) have certified the existence in the 
heart of Africa of the vestiges of ancient States, 
the names of which are lost- to history. The 
description given by him of the ancient State of 
Mashonaland hears some resemblance to that given 
in Is 18, possibly on the ground of Egyptian de- 
spatches or the statements of Ethiopians then 
dominant in Egypt. ' There is,' says a Portuguese 
traveller quotea p. 207, 'a tower or edifice of 
worked masonry, which appears evidently not to 
be the work of black natives of the country, but 



of some powerful and political nations'; p. 231, 
' there is little doubt that the ancient builders of 
the ruins in Mashonaland, the forts and towns 
between the Zambesi and the Limpopo, utilized 
the Sabi river as their road to and from the coast.' 
This, like other African rivers, was in ancient 
times suitable for large craft, but, through silting, 
is no longer fit for it (p. 231). It does not appear 
that epigraphic research has as yet thrown any 
light on this name. D. S. Makgoliouth. 

SEBAM (o?lfr ; 2*f3a/i& ; Saban). — A town in the 

Sastoral district, ' a land for cattle,' in which 
[eshbon, Elealeh, and Nebo were also situated 
(Nu 32 s ). It is apparently the same place as 
Slbmah, which was in the territory of Iteuben, 
and was rebuilt by the children of Reuben (Jos 
13 19 , Nu 32 s8 ). Sebam probably soon fell into the 
hands of the Moabites, in whose possession it was 
in the days of Isaiah and Jeremiah. It was then 
celebrated for its vines, which were destroyed by 
'the lords of the nations' (Is 16 s - » Jer 48*). 
Jerome {Onom. s. ' Sabama ') calls it a town of Moab 
in the land of Gilead, and says that it was barely 
500 jwices from Heshbon (Com. in Is. v.), and one 
of the strong places of the district. It is perhaps 
Sdmia, on the south side of Wddu Hcsbdn, and 2 
English miles from Heshbon. There are here 
some ruins, rock-hewn sarcophagi, and rock-cut 
wine-presses (PEF Mem. East Pal. p. 221). 

C. W. Wilson. 
8EBAT {Za/Sdr} 1 Mac 16", or 8HEBAT (ojy) Zee 
l 7 . — The eleventh month ; see Time. 

BECACAH [nyyf ; B AZx««f«i, A 2oxox<i ; Sachacha). 
— One of six cities situated in the 'wilderness' 
(midb&r) of Judah (Jos 15" 1 ), that is, in the waste 
laud west of the Dead Sea. It was unknown to 
Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. Zaicxd, Scacha), 
and there is no clue to its position. Conder (Hbk. 
to Bible) identifies it, doubtfully, with Khurbst ed- 
Dikkeh, also called Khurbet es-Sikkeh, ' ruin of the 

Jath,' 2 miles S. of Bethany. This is too near 
erusalem. Secacah was probably between the 
Kidron ravine ( Wddu en-Ndr) and En-gedi. 

C. W. Wilson. 
8ECHEN1AS (A Ztgirftt}.— 1. (B om.) 1 Es 8*= 
Shecaniah, Ezr 8*, where the text needs rearransr- 
ing to agree with 1 Esdras. 2. (B EfexoWaj), 1 Es 
8*= Shecaniah, Ezr 8 5 . 

SECOND COMING. — See Parousi a, vol. iii. p. 674. 

SECT.— See Heresy, vol. ii. p. 351. 

8ECU (wSrn, with the article ; B «V r$ ZtQel, A iw 
2o«x^)-— A place mentioned only in 1 S 19 23 . It 
was not far from Ramah (Samuel's residence), 
and apparently on the rood from Gibeah to that 
place. In or near it there was a large cistern 
(RV ' the great well ' [Vnjn -fa], RVm ' the well of 
the threshing floor ' [rjin 'a, LXX fpian* toD ax«]) 
which Saul passed on his journey. The place is 
unknown, and its site depends upon the position 
assigned respectively to Gibean and Ramah. 
Several identifications have been proposed : for 
instance, Bir Nebala, near Gibeon (Smith's DB), 
Khurbet Shuweikeh, a little S. of Bireh (Conder, 
PEF Mem. iii. 52, 126), and the ancient reservoir 
at Solomon's Pools (PEFSt, 1898, p. 17), but this 
last is dependent upon an improbable site for 
Ramah (see above, p. 198"). The LXX (B) eV t<? 
2e<p€l implies the Heb. 'f?3 = 'bare height' (often 
in Jeremiah). This is preferred to MT by Thenius, 
Driver (Text of Sam. ad. loc), Lohr, H. P. Smith, 
and recent writers in general. 

C. W. Wilson. 
SECUNDU8 (Z«o0»5o» [TR], ZiKovrfa [WH, 
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Bluss]). — A man of Thessalonica, who accompanied 
St. Paul from Philippi to Europe (AC20 4 ), probably 
one of the apostles of the Churches taking the 
Macedonian contributions to Jerusalem, Ac 24", 
2 Co 8 a . The name (with Sosipater) occurs in the 
/well -known inscription of Thessalonica, CIG ii. 
1967, which gives a list of Politarchs. 

A. C. Headlam. 

SECURE. — As used in AV ' secure' means 1 con- 
fident,' 'trustful,' 'not anticipating danger.' It 
is always in OT the tr. of naa to trust, confide, or 
some of its derivatives. In NT it occurs only as a 
verb, and only in Mt 28" ' And if this come to 
the governor's ears, we will persuade him, and 
secure you,' where the Gr. is i/p&t d/xepfywow xoi^- 
aopev, i.e. ' make you free from care,' which corre- 
sponds exactly with the derivation of the Eng. 
word (Lat. sccurus, i.e. se 'free from,' and cura 
' care '). Cf. Jg 18 7 ' they dwelt careless, after the 
manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure.' How 
greatly the word has changed its meaning may be 
seen from Jg 8 U ' Gideon . . . smote the host : for 
the host was. secure.' Davies (Bible Eng. p. 103) 
quotes from Sandys (p. 210), ' There is no where 
any place wherein it is safe to be secure.' 

Securely (Pr S" 8 , Mic 2«, Sir 4 18 ) has the eame 
meaning. And so also security in 2 Es 7 M , Sir 5 7 ; 
but in Ac 17" ' when they haa taken security of 
Jason, and of the other, they let them go,' this 
word is used in its modern sense (Gr. rb luavbv). 

J. Hastings. 

SEDEKIAS (ZeSe*fcf, AV Zedechias), 1 Es 1* 
(LXX **), Zedekiah king of Judah. 

SEDUCTION.— See art. Crimes and Punish- 
ments, vol. i. p. 522 b . 

8EED, SEEDTIME.— There is a threefold usage 
of the words rendered by EV 4 seed.' 1. Botanical 
and agricultural.— The common Heb. term is jnj 
(Aram, in] Dn 2*), usually 'seed,' but in Gn 8 M 
'seed time,' and in Lv 26 8 ' sowing time.' In Ezk 
17 8 nprjy is tr. 'fruitful field' (RV ' fruitful soil'). 
' Sowing seed ' (Lv 11") and ' things that are sown' 
(Is 61 11 ) are equivalents of sni. In Jl l 17 n^ns is 
tr. ' seed ' (Rv ' seeds '). ' Mingled seed ' (Lv 19 1B ) 
and 'divers seeds' (Dt22 9 ) are renderings of d^j. 
In Is 19 7 jn|9 ^3 appears in AV as 'every thing 
sown,' RV ' all that is sown.' The usual Gr. word 
in Apocr. and NT is ffvip/xa, but o-rbpos also occurs 
Mk 4f [cf. Swete's note], Lk 8 s - » 2 Co 9 10 . The 
most interesting Scripture references to 'seed' in 
this sense are the poetic figure in Ps 1 26 6 and our 
Lord's parables of the Sower and the Tares. See 
AGRICULTURE, vol. i. 49\ 2. Physiological.— The 

fhrase snpu;? is variously tr. in Lv 15 18 * la - 83 18" 
9 18 22*, Nu 5 13 . 'To conceive seed' stands in 
Lv 12 3 for the Hiph. of inj, in Nu 5 s8 for the Niph. 
with the noun inj, and in He ll 11 for els Kara/JoA^ 
a-wipfiaros. cHpua has this meaning in Wis 7 s , and 
arbpa bears the same sense in the metaphor of 
1 P l w , where Christians are said to have been 
* begotten again, not of corruptible seed (4k oxopas 
tpdaprrji), but of incorruptible (afO&prov), through 
the word of God.' 3. Metaphorical for offspring, 
whether of animals (Jer 31 27 ) or of man. Here the 
words are snj and oxtpna.. The former is twice tr. 
* child ' (Lv 22 u , 1 S 1»). « Seed ' has the meaning 
of genealogy or pedigree, Ezr 2 50 , Neli 7 81 . ' The 
holy seed ' is a special designation of the people of 
Israel, Is 6 13 , Ezr 9*, 1 Es 8 70 . ' Seed,' like ' genera- 
tion,' is sometimes used to describe a class of 
people with reference to character rather than to 
descent. Thus we have ' seed of evil-doers ' (Is l 4 ), 
'of falsehood' (Is 57 4 ), 'blameless seed' (Wis 10 1S ), 
'accursed seed' (Wis 12"), a seed 'honoured' or 
'dishonoured' (Sir 10 19 ). 
Two NT passages call for separate remark. 



(a) The words airtpfxa. airrov iv airrtp nivei (1 Jn 3") 
have been interpreted to mean either (1) that 
Christians, as the ' seed ' or children of God, abide 
in Him and are thus kept from sinning ; or (2) that 
a Divine principle of lite remains in the Christian, 
which secures tne same result. The latter is the 
view now almost universally accepted. It makes 
airrov =6tov, and the <rr4pna Otov is much the same 
as the o-wopa &<pda P Tos of 1 P 1°. (6) In Gal 3 16 St. 
Paul bases an argument on the promises of Gn 13 u 
17 a , and lays much emphasis on the use of the 
singular o-wipnan rather than the plural <ntipfia.ai.v 
as pointing to the fulfilment of the promises in an 
individual, viz. Christ. Now it has to be admitted, 
first, that neither in Heb. nor in Gr. would it have 
been natural to use the plural form of ' seeds,' even 
if the promises had been meant to point only to a 
plurality of descendants of Abraham ; and, second, 
that St. Paul's language elsewhere (Ro 4 U 9 7 ) 
shows that he did not regard the singular nip/tan 
as necessarily excluding the plural meaning. St. 
Paul's argument in Gal 3 18 is therefore somewhat 
artificial and Rabbinical in its form. It does not 
logically prove that the promise to Abraham must 
be fulfilled in a single individual. But we can 
take from it the thought that the collective noun, 
with its singular form, suggests an individual in 
whom the destiny of Abraham's posterity is summed 
up, and by whom their mission to the world is 
carried out. The terms of the promise, though 
not incompatible with a multiple or national fulfil- 
ment, are peculiarly compatible with one which 
centres in a single person, as Christ's fulfilment 
does (see Lightfoot, Beet, Eadie, Findlay, Lipsius, 
Meyer, ad loc.). J AMES PATRICK. 

SEER.— See PROPHECY, p. 108. 

SEETHE.— To seethe is to boil, as Berners, 
Froissart, xvii, 'These Scottish men . . . take 
with them no purveyance of bread nor wine, for 
their usage and soberness is such in time of war, 
that they will pass in the journey a great long 
time with flesh half sodden, without bread, ana 
drink of' the river water without wine, and they 
neither care for pots nor pans, for they seethe 
beasts in their own skins.' The old past tense is 
sod, Gn 25-' 8 ' Jacob sod pottage ' ; 1 Es 1 12 ' As for 
the sacrifices, they sod them in brass pots and pans 
with a good savour'; and past ptcp. sodden, Ex 
12* ' Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water.' 

J. Hastings. 

SEGUB.— 1. gerC, a'jjp Kcthibh ; B Ztfodp, 
A 2ryotf/9) the youngest son of Hi EL who rebuilt 
Jericho, 1 K 16 a4 . The death of Segub, which 
synchronized with the setting up of the gates, 
may have been due to an accident in the build- 
ing operations, or he may have been ottered in 
sacrifice by his father — a circumstance purposely 
obscured in the present form of the story. See 
Foundation and Hiel. In any case, popular 
opinion finally connected the death of Hiel's two 
sons with a curse believed to have been pronounced 
by Joshua on the man that should rebuild Jericho. 
The form in which this curse is expressed in Jos 
6 s8 is moulded by a knowledge of the events 
recorded in 1 K 16 s4 . See, further, Bertholet, 
and esp. Kittel on this last-named passage. 2. 
(3'Mp ; B 2ff/>oi/x, A Ztyoufi) son of Hezron and father 
of Jair, 1 Ch 2"'-. J. A. Selbie. 

SEIR (vyfr 'rough,' ' shaggy ').— 1. The name 
of a mountainous district east of the 'Arabah, 
peopled by the Edomites. It was originally occu- 
pied by Horites or 'cave-dwellers' (Gn 14" [where 
read, after LXX and Sam., vyfr nvi for "o o-nn of 
MT] 36 20 [in the latter passage Seir is personified as 
the eponymous ancestor of the indigenous inhabit- 
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ants]). As Mt. Seir (TiflP "V, rb 6>os (rb) "2v(e)lp, 
Gn 36 w -, Dt 2M aJ.) is practically synonymous 
with Edom (cf. Gn 32 s 4 the land of Seir, the field 
of Edom,' Brig mff TSlP H*. 7^ 2ijelp x^P* 'E&fyt), 
it will suffice to refer for further details to art. 
Edom. 2. Quite different is the Mt. Seir (B 
'Atrodp, A Zije/p) mentioned in Jos 15 10 amongst 
the points defining the boundaries of Judah. The 
name may still be preserved in that of the ruins 
at Sdris, S.W. of Kiriath-jearim (cf. the name 
2wpj)j in LXX A [but B 'E»/^0 of Jos 15 80 ). See 
Robinson, BRP* iii. 154 ff.; Buhl, GAP 91, 167 ; 
Dillm. Jos. ad loe. J. A. Selbib. 

SEIRAH (-Tvplpri, with the article ; B S«T«pif?a, 
A ZeetpQda ; Seirath). — The place to which Ehud 
escaped after killing Eglon, king of Moab (Jg 21*). 
It was in the hill-country of Ephraim, and appar- 
ently not very far from Gilgal. Its site was un- 
known to Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. 2eipw0d, 
Sirotha), and it has not yet been identified. 

C. W. Wilson. 

SELA (yfy 'the cliff' ; rhpa, Is 16 1 42" ; 4} 
Ttrpa, Jg 1», 2 K 14 7 ).— The capital of Edom or Mt. 
Seir, situated in a valley amidst the Edomite moun- 
tains, five days' journey (of 12 miles each) by the 
Arabah from 'Akabah (Elath), and 6 from the 
Dead Sea by the same route.* Its identification 
as the capital of Edom may also be inferred from 
its proximity to Mount Hor (if we are right in 
identifying this with Jebel Haroun), which rises 
in a grand escarpment immediately to the N.W. 
of the ancient city, and which, as observed by 
Dean Stanley, is one of the few spots connected 
with the wanderings of the Israelites which admit 
of no reasonable doubt {Sinai and Palestine, 86). 
According to Strabo, Petra was the metropolis of 
the NabaUeans, and it is described as a city situated 
in a valley, decorated with gardens and fountains, 
but bounded on all sides by rocks.t 

Description.— Petra is undoubtedly one of the 
most remarkable of the ancient cities of the East, 
not only for its position, shut in by mountains 
and formidable rocky precipices from the outer 
world, but for the peculiar character of its archi- 
tecture and the degree of preservation in which 
the structures themselves have come down to us 
through many centuries. It lies along the course 
of the Wady Musa.t a stream which descends by 
a narrow gorge called the Sik from the tableland 
of Edom at the margin of the great Arabian 
desert, and which ultimately finds its way into 
the Wady el-Jeib, and thus to the Dead Sea, in a 
north-westerly direction. On issuing from the 
Stk, the valley suddenly opens out into a plain, 
about 1000 yards across, § bounded by stupendous 
cliffs of red and variegated sandstone, into which 
several other valleys enter from the north, west, 
and south, also lined by lofty cliffs, through one 
of which the river escapes by a channel almost 
as narrow as that by which it entered. This 
central plain, of a rudely quadrangular form, 
contains several ruined temples and foundations 
of habitations. On all sides the nearly vertical 
walls of rock are covered by works of art — not 

* There is no doubt in the mind of the present writer that 
Petra of Die present day is the Sela of the OT, the Greek name 
being the equivalent of the Semitic : and the importance of the 
place in ancient times, together with its situation, point to it 
as the capital of that part of Arabia. But see Moore, Judge*, 
65 f., and cf. art. Rock, No. 1. 

t Urbem in regione plana, et hortis fontibusque instructam, 
clnctam tamen rupibus undique (lib. xvi.). 

t How this stream obtained its name, unless from the fancy 
of the Arabs, it is impossible to say ; but it cannot be admitted 
that it ever had any connexion with Moses, the Isroelitish 
leader. It is one of the grounds on which Dean Stanley (Sinai, 
p. 92) endeavours to make out that Petra is Kadesh-barnea ; but 
to this point we shall return further on. 

I Measured by scale from La horde's plan near the centre of 
the quadrangle. 



SELA 

built up of hewn stone, but cut out of the living 
rock itself ; while a few ruined structures occupy 
sites rising directly from the valley. This style 
of architecture, not unknown in other Eastern 
countries, such as the Valley of the Nile, Penin- 
sular India, and Asia Minor, here attains a variety 
and magnificence elsewhere unreached ; and as 
the tombs appear to predominate in number above 
other kinds of structures, — not excepting the 
temples, — Petra has been likened by travellers to 
a vast necropolis, where the inhabitants could 
never issue forth from their dwellings without 
being confronted with monuments of death. 

It would be out of place here to attempt to 
describe even some of the finest examples of 
ancient architecture to be found in Petra, which 
call to mind the varied styles of Egypt, Greece, 
and Rome. We will only observe that in hewing 
out the porticoes, columns, and architraves or 
crowning parts of the buildings, the architects 
commenced at the top and worked downwards ; so 
that, as the face of the rock was not al>solutely 
vertical, the hewn portions became more and more 
deeply set into the mass of the rock itself. To 
this protection, caused by the projection of the 
original face on either side, as well as sometimes 
overhead, may be attributed the degree of pre- 
servation of the structures themselves. The fol- 
lowing are the more important of the monuments 
as known by their present names : — (1) el-Khaznt, 
a portico of a tomb with Corinthian columns at 
the entrance to the Sik ; (2) the Theatre ; (3) the 
Tomb, or Temple of the Urn ; (4) Corinthian 
Tomb ; (5) Great Tomb, with three rows of 
columns ; (6) Tomb with Latin inscription * ; • (7) 
Ruin of Triumphal Arch ; (8) Ruined Basilica 
(Zob Phiroun); (9) Temple (Serail Phiroun) ; 
(10) Large Tomb (cd-Dcir) ; (11) Isolated Column. 
All the lateral valleys entering the great central 
plain have their walls perforated with tombs, and a 
few habitations, the entrances to which are adorned 
with sculptured facades, while niches for statues 
are to be observed at intervals. Amongst the 
most interesting objects is the Roman Theatre, 
cut out of the solid rock on the western side of 
the city, and estimated to have afforded seats for 
3000 spectators; and lastly, the Circular Arch, 
which spans the Sik high above the floor, which 
was doubtless constructed as part of an aqueduct 
to carry tho waters of the brook to the higher 
parts of the city.t For figure of the recently dis- 
covered high place of Petra, see SANCTUARY, p. 396*. 

Outline of the history of Petra. — The history of 
Petra has yet to be written. The following are 
some of the leading historical events : — 

(1) Its history commences in the time of Abra- 
ham, when Cheaorlaomer, king of Elam, with his 
allies, swept over the region of Mount Seir, then 
inhabited by the IJorites (or cave-dwellers), Gn 14*. 

(2) Esau settled in Mount Seir on separating from 
his brother Jacob, and the country was henceforth 
ruled by his descendants, the Edomites (Gn 36"). 

(3) At the time of the Exodus the Edomites 
appear to have been a powerful nation under a 
king ; and on the Israelites requesting permission 
to pass through Mount Seir, by the king's high- 
way, on their journey towards the plains of Moab, 
they were refused, and the Edomites made a demon- 
stration of force to resist the passage (Nu 20"- a ). 

•Giving the name of the Roman governor, Quintua Pne- 
textus Florentinus, who died in the city probably in the reign 
of Hadrian, a.d. 117-180. 

t A rude plan of the city is given by Burckhardt ; but a much 
more full and perfect one by Laborde, together with numerous 
views and illustrations of the works of art. The beautiful draw- 
ings of David Roberts need only be referred to. The wonderful 
colouration of the sandstone rock (' the Nubian sandstone' of the 
Cretaceous age), in which the prevalent red is varied by wavy 
hands of pink and yellow in one direction and of purple to blue ' 
in the other, has called forth the admiration of all travellers. 
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(4) In later times they were sufficiently powerful 
to maintain wars with the kings of Israel and 
Judah. _ At an early stage they were brought into 
subjection by David, who put garrisons in the 
Edomite strongholds (2 S 8") ; but, in the days of 
Joram, Edom revolted from the rule of Judah 
(2 K 8 20 ), and, although defeated, maintained their 
independence and set a king over themselves. 
After their defeat by Amaziah in a great battle 
in the Valley of Salt on the shore of the Dead Sea, 
Sela, the capital, was captured, and re-named by 
the conqueror Joktheel (? ' protection of God '), 2 K 
14 7 . At the end of the 4th cent. B.C. Edom came 
into possession of the NabaUeans, one of the 
two chief tribes descended from Ishmael. These 
established a powerful dynasty, successfully re- 
sisting the attacks of Antigonus (Diod. Sic. xix. 
731, ed. 1604), and encouraging commerce and 
works of art. One of their kings, Aretas, was 
father-in-law of Herod Antipas, and during their 
sway many of the monuments of Petra which have 
come down to the present day were constructed. 

(5) The sway of the Nabatceans was terminated 
by the capture of the city, and the reduction of 
Arabia Petnea to a Roman province by Trajan's 
general, Hadrian, from whom the capital received 
the name of Hadriana, as appears from the legend 
on the coins of this period (Dion Cass. lib. 68). 
Under the fostering care of the empire it prob- 
ably attained to the summit of its commercial 
prosperity and grandeur. 

(6) Christianity appears to have been introduced 
into Petra at an early date, though it is impossible 
to verify the tradition that the city was visited by 
St. Paul on his retirement to Arabia after his 
conversion. Petra, however, became the seat of 
a bishopric, and Athanasius mentions Asterius as 
bishop of Petra early in the 4th cent. [torn, ad 
Antioch. 10 : 'Kcrtpios Iler/wr ttji 'Apajilas, et al.) ; 
again we find Petra mentioned as the metropolis of 
the episcopal province of Palestina Tertia, which 
included a large number of towns or villages, all 
of which seem to have since disappeared. (Ex- 
cerpta from MS in the Vatican, quoted by Keland, 
L 160). 

(7) With « the decline and fall ' of the Roman 
empire a period of decadence for Petra set in, 
which was hastened by the invasion of Chosroes, 
king of Persia, in the middle of the 6th cent. ; 
and its ruin was consummated by the desolating 
wave of Mohammedan conquest which swept 
over Arabia Petrsea from A.D. 629 to 632. The 
Christian inhabitants were either massacred or 
compelled to embrace the faith of the conqueror, 
and their temples and monasteries were reduced 
to ruins. Of the large number of ecclesiastical 
buildings which existed at the beginning of the 
7th cent, in Arabia, only the monastery of Mount 
Sinai remains to the present day. Henceforth 
Petra became a city of ruins, absolutely lost to 
the view and knowledge of the outer world for 
several centuries during the Middle Ages till 
rediscovered by Sultan Beybars of Egypt towards 
the close of the 13th cent. It is now only the 
home of the Bedawln ; and the terrible predic- 
tions of the prophet, 'Thus will I make Mount 
Seir an astonishment and a desolation ' (Ezk 35 T ), 
have been literally fulfilled. Dean Burgon has well 
expressed this desolation in the following lines : 

• How changed— bow fallen 1 All her glory fled, 
The Widow"d City mourns her many dead.* 
Like some fond heart which gaunt disease hath left 
Of all it lived for— all it loved— bereft ; 
Mute in its anguish : struck with pangs too deep 
For words to utter, or for tears to weep.' 

Petra, 1845. 

• On the coins of Petra the dty is represented as a veiled and 
turretcd female sitting on a rock. For other predictions of the 
desolation of Edom, see Is S4&-", Jer *0^, Ob no. 
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Petra and Kadesh-barnea. — The suggestion that 
these two places were identical comes from Dean 
Stanley, and would not have been considered 
worthy of notice had it emanated from a less 
distinguished writer. Both topographical and 
historical reasons are sufficiently clear to render 
the view untenable. (1) Kadesh was a place situ- 
ated in immediate proximity to the Canaanitish. 
inhabitants (Nu 13*). This does not apply to 
Mount Seir, which was separated from them by 
the wide valley of the Arabah (wilderness of Zin). 
(2) Kadesh was in the wilderness of Paran (Nu 
13 s8 ), a region lying to the west of the Arabah, 
and generally corresponding to the Badiet et-Tfh 
of the present day (cf. Gn 21°, Nu 10" 12 18 13 28 ). 
This is in harmony with (1) above. (3) As the 
king of Edom refused the Israelites a passage 
through his te:ritory when about to leave his 
neighbourhood, is it conceivable that he would 
have permitted them to occupy the capital of his 
kingdom for a period of thirty-eight (or forty) 
years? Dean Stanley's main reason for his sug- 
gestion is the name Wady Musa (or Moses' Valley) 
attached to the stream along the banks of which 
Petra is situated. But however difficult it may 
be to account for the name, the reasons against 
the suggestion far outweigh whatever evidence 
may be derived from this source. See article 
Sanctuary. 

Literature. — Burckhardt ('Sheikh Ibrahim \ Travels in 
Syria and the Holy Land (1822) ; de Laborde, Journey through 
Arabia Petraa, etc., Eng. tr. 2nd ed. (1&»8) ; Hull, Mount Sexr, 
Sinai, and Western Palestine (PEP, 1889) ; Reland, Palestina 
ex monumentis veUribus illustrata (Nuremberg, 1010); Stanley, 
SP (1860) ; JBL, 1899, p. 182 ff. E. HULL. 

SELAH (rr^p). — This word occurs 71 times in 
the Psalter, 17 of these occurrences being in Book 
I., 30 in II., 20 in III., 4 in V. The majority of the 
psalms wherein it appears are Elohistic, and all 
of them ascribed, in the titles, to David, Korah, 
Asaph or Ethan, except Pss. 66 and 67, the latter 
of which has ^aX/x6s ry AavtlS in the LXX. In 16 
psalms it is found once, in 15 twice, in 7 thrice, in 
1 four times. It stands also three times in the 
psalm which is known as Hab 3. In the so-called 
Psalms of Solomon SidfaXfia is used twice (17 SI 
18"), but m, one of the eight MSS of wbicli Swcte 
has availed himself (The OT in Greek*, vol. iii.), 
omits it in both cases. Its usual position is at the 
end of a poem or of a strophe, the only instances 
of its occurrence in the middle of a verso l.eing 
Ps 55" 57*, Hab 3 s - *. These exceptions, however, 
are apparent rather than real : the first passage 
is full of impassioned feeling, and the Seiah im- 
mediately follows a Divine title ; in the second 
the LXX has Sid\f/a\na at the close of the verse ; 
the other two are connected with loose quotations 
from Dt 3&, Ps 77 W iU . 

It is universally agreed that $elah is a musical 
or liturgical sign of some kind. Nowhere has the 
word any grammatical connexion with the con- 
text. Ps 9 18 is not an exception, for Higgaion, 
Sclah, are both used interiectionally, 'Resounding 
music ! Up ! ' It is not found in the prophetical 
writings, and its reference to the temple music is 
evinced by the fact that 31 of the 39 psalms con- 
taining it are ascribed in their titles OW?^, as is 
Hab 3 at the close. 

The derivation and precise significance of the 
note have been much disputed. (1) One sugges- 
tion is that we have in it simply the Heb. form of 
f&Wc . But the musical signs of the Psalter date 
from an earlier period than that of the Greek 
influence. Besides, if the word had come from 
the Greek, it is strange that no tradition to 
that effect should have reached any of the Greek 
translators. (2) It has been taken as an abbrevia- 
tion. For example, nyo ntyc^ 20= da capo. But 
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these abbreviations, however agreeable to the 
taste of later writers, are not biblical. (3) It has 
been derived from a verb aho, supposed to be 
equivalent to rtrd : the imperative would be nSp, 
with n paragogic n^p, in pause Jijp. The inter- 
change of o and r is, however, rare in the Heb. of 
the OT, and the sense thus obtained, * Pause ! ' 
does not suit many of the passages : as, for 
instance, those where it stands in the middle of 
a verse or would break the flow of thought (Ps 
55" 67 1 - *, Hab 3 3 - 9 ), or at the end of a psalm (Ps 
3. 24), where no direction to pause is needed. (4) 
Several of the VSS translated it by words which 
mean 'for ever.' The Targ. has i'?fHS "0? 

*9^y, J'?/!? ; Aq. del ; Theod. del ; Sexta 

Siaraprdt, once els WXoi ; Quinta els rods al&ras ; 
Jerome, semper, in sempitcrnum. (5) In all proba- 
bility it is connected with the verb typ = to lift 
up, to cast up. In this case the meaning may be 
(a) ' Lift up ! I/Oud ! ' a direction to the orchestra, 
which had nitherto been playing a soft accompani- 
ment and is now to strike in with loud music, 
trumpets and cymbals, whilst the singer's voice 
was hushed. Additional force would thus be 
given to those parts of the psalm where it seemed 
appropriate. It will be noticed that Selah is not 
found at the beginning of a psalm, for instru- 
mental preludes were in all probability unknown, 
the instruments being always secondary to the 
voices. Or (b) it may mean ' Lift up your bene- 
diction,' the reference being to a doxoiogy 4 sung 
after every psalm and section of a psalm which 
for any liturgical reason was separated from a 
section which followed' (Briggs, JBL, 1899, 
p. 142). 

The tii-J,m\u» of LXX, Theod., and Symm. has received 
almost as many varying interpretations aa the original word 
itself. 'Quidam diapnahna commutationem metri dixerunt 
esse : alii pausationcm spiritus : nonnuui alterius sensus ex- 
ordium. Bunt qui rhythmi distinctioaem, et quia paalmi tuno 
tempo ris Juncta voce ad organum canebantur, cujuadam 
musics varietatis exist imant silentium' (Jer. ad Marcellam). 
It seems not unlikely that the true meaning: is ' an interlude ' : 
Hcsychius explains the similarly formed word iiuiXm of the 
flute-playing in the interval between two choruses. 

B. Jacob's 'Beitriige zu einer Einleitung in die Psalmen' 
(ZATW, 1806, pp. 129 -182) is a very full discussion of the word. 
Denying the possibility of an etymological explanation, he 
reaches two main conclusions : (1) 1 rnp signifies a pause, 
whether in the temple song or for the temple song' ; (2) ' the 
meaning of 'D was purposely concealed to prevent the syna- 
gogues and perhaps also the churches from obtaining one of 
the privileges of the temple.* Briggs' article, quoted above, 
is marked by great freshness in its discussion of the problem : 
see also under the word njy in the xf. Heb. Lexicon. 

J. Taylor, 

8ELA-HAMMAHLEK0TH (iflpfon ; xirpa 4, 
(MpurOtura ; Petra dividens ; ' the rock of divisions 
or escape,' RVm).— A rock or cliff in the wilder- 
ness of Maon, at which Saul ' returned from pur- 
suing after David ' (1 S 23 a8 ). The 1 rock of divisions' 
is the interpretation of the Jewish commentators 
(Midrash, liashi), and is pronounced probable by 
Driver (Text of Sam. ad. loc.); the *rock of 
escapes' that of Gesenius (Thes. 485). The great 
gorge of Wddy Maldki, which runs eastward be- 
tween Carmel and Maon, would be a suitable 
position, and the name may l>e a corruption of the 
Hebrew by the loss of a guttural (Conder, PEF 
Mem. iii. 314). C. W. Wilson. 

8ELED fr}g).— A Jerahmeelite, 1 Ch 2*>. The 
name occurs twice in this verse : B has, the first 
time, 'AXa&XaS ; the second time, ZdXad, which last 
is the reading of A both times. 

8ELEMIA.— One of the swift scribes who wrote 
to the dictation of Ezra (2 Es 14 24 ). 

8ELEMIAS (ZeXeplas), 1 Es 9*=Shclemiah, Ezr 
1(P. 



8ELEUCIA (2eActf*«a, WH ZcXewrfo), the great 
maritime fortress of Syria, was built by Seleucus 
Nikator. It was the seaport of his new capital 
Antioch, and in it he was buried. The town was 
situated on the southern slopes of Mt. Pieria, and 
on the level ground at its foot. On three sides it 
was protected by nature as well as by art ; and on 
the side of the sea, where the ground is level, it 
was strongly fortified. Seleucia was taken by 
Ptolemy Euergetes (1 Mac ll 8 ), and afterwards 
(c. B.C. 220) recovered by Antiochus the Great. 
It was one of the most important military stations 
of the Seleucidee, and was greatly improved by 
the Romans. In St. Paul's time it was a 'free 
city'— a privilege granted to it after its capture 
by Pompey. It was afterwards greatly favoured 
by the emperors, who enlarged the harbour, con- 
structed moles, etc. The geographical position of 
Seleucia, at the mouth of the Orontes valley, gave 
it great commercial importance. Thence ships 
sailed southward along the Syrian and Phoenician 
coasts to Egypt, and westward to Cyprus, the 
coast of Asia Minor, and the Roman world. And 
it was in one of these trading ships that Paul and 
Barnabas, after coming down from Antioch, sailed 
for Cyprus on their first missionary journey 
(Ac 13«). 

There are many remains of the old walls, 
temples, theatres, and other buildings of Seleucia. 
The walls of the inner harbour, now a morass, can 
be followed throughout ; the canal through which 
ships passed from the outer to the inner harbour 
can be traced ; and the piers of the outer harbour 
can still be seen beneath the sea. The most re- 
markable relic of Seleucia, however, is the great 
rock-hewn channel, partly a tunnel, which was 
apparently made to convey to the sea the waters 
of a stream that might, in times of flood, have 
endangered the city, and at the same time to store 
water for the use oi the people (Chesney, Euphrates 
Expedition; Conybeare and Howson, Life and 
Epp. of St. Paul ; Baedeker, Guide to Syria and 
Palestine). C. W. Wilson. 

SELEUCID JS, the members of a Syrian dynasty 
founded by Seleucus, one of the generals of 
Alexander. They ruled over Syria from B.C. 312 
to B.C. 65, their empire extending, when they were 
at the height of their prosperity, from Mesopotamia 
in the east to the borders of Greece in the west. 
The Seleucid era begins with Olym. 1 17, 1, A.U. 442, 
B.C. 312, and was very largely used, especially in 
the districts round the Euphrates and Tigris. 'The 
Seleucid year was usually regarded as beginning in 
autumn, out Schiirer (I. l. 3(3-44) argues in favour 
of spring. None of the Seleucidre are expressly 
named in any of the books of canonical Scripture, 
but in Daniel allusions are made to several of 
them, including the four kings bearing the name 
Seleucus. In the Books of Mtfccabees Seleucus iv. 
is mentioned by name. From certain references in 
Josephus' Antiquities, it has been commonly sup- 
posed that the Jewish historian had written a 
special History of the Seleucidre. Destinon, who 
in his Qucllen des Fl. Josephus, pp. 21-29, has 
investigated the subject carefully, decides against 
the existence of such a work. 

Literature. — Ewald, Hist . of Itrael, v. , London, 1880, pp. 286- 
S54 ; Schiirer, HJP i. i. 160-185,— for genealogy, I. ii. 393 ; Kyssel 
in art. ' Syricn ' in PRE » xv. 176 f. f Driver, Daniel, pastim. 

J. MACPHERSON. 

SELEUCUS I. (Nikator), the founder of the 
Seleucid dynasty, on the death of Alexander, in 
B.C. 323, after a successful conflict secured recogni- 
tion for himself under this title as ruler over all the 
countries between the Hellespont and the Mediter- 
ranean on the one side, and the Indus and Jaxartes 
(Sir-Daria) on the other. In the partition of 
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territories which took place in B.C. 321 he obtained 
the governorship of Babylon, and, though driven 
oat by Antigonus in B.C. 316, he succeeded in B.C. 
312 in establishing himself in the Babylonian pro- 
vinces in the east as well as in the Syrian provinces 
in the west. He then founded the Seleucid dynasty, 
which held its place for al>out two hundred and fifty 
years. He died by the hand of an assassin in B.C. 
282. He is the captain (-is) of the king of the South, 
Ptolemy Soter of Egypt, referred to in Dn 11* as 
having become stronger than the king. He founded 
several cities which became famous, among them 
Antioch and Apamea on the Orontes, Laodicea 
and Seleucia, Edessa and Beroea. He settled many 
Jews, who had served their time under him, in 
Antioch and others of the cities founded by him, 
and conferred upon them all the rights of citizen- 
ship. 

Literature.— Josephus, Ant. XII. iii. 1 ; Schiirer, HJP n.L 
114, ii. 271 ; Ewald, HI v. 237 ; Driver, Daniel, xxxv. 166 f. 

J. Macphkbson. 
8ELEUCUS II. (Callinicus), king of Syria, B.C. 
246-226, son of the grandson of N ikator, Antiochus 
II. Theos. His mother, Laodice, having murdered 
the Egyptian princess Berenice, Ptolemy Euergetes, 
the brother of the murdered lady, in order to 
avenge his sister's death, invaded the territories of 
the Syrian monarch, and plundered Syria and 
Babylonia. Reference to this episode is made in 
Dn ll 7 "'. Ptolemy took possession of Seleucia, 
which for a considerable time was retained by the 
Egyptians. Seleucus afterwards sought to retali- 
ate, and for this purpose led an expedition against 
Egypt, but was immediately put to flight. We 
have no particulars about the close of his reign. 

Literature. — Be van, Short Com. on Daniel, 1892, pp. 174-177 ; 
Ewald, HI v. 271, 283 ; Driver, Daniel, 1(57 (. 

J. Macphebson. 

SELEUCU8 III. (Ceraunus), king of Syria, B.C. 
226-223, son of Callinicus and brother of Antiochus 
the Great. These brothers are referred to in Dn 
ll 10 in the word ' his sons.' Seleucus did not make 
war directly with Egypt, but his campaign in Asia 
Minor may be regarded as preliminary to the 
expedition carried out against Egypt by his 
brother. Seleucus was killed in that campaign, 
after a reign of two years, before the accession of 
Ptolemy Philopator, against whom Antiochus 
fought unsuccessfully (cf. Driver, Daniel, 168 IF.). 

J. Macphkrson. 

SELEUCD8 IY. (Philopator), king of Syria, 
B.c. 187-175, son of Antiochus the Great and brother 
of Antiochus Epiphanes. Dn ll 30 refers to this 
Seleucus, whether we understand the writer to 
speak of him as sending an exactor, or (transposing 
two words) as himself the exactor who rises up in the 
place of his father. In the former case, we shall 
understand by the exactor Heliodorus, whom Sel- 
eucus is said (2 Mac 3 7 5 18 ) to have sent to obtain the 
money treasured up in the temple of Jerusalem. 
Bevan prefers the above transposition, rendering 
the passage thus : ' And there shall arise in hi* 
place an exactor, who shall cause the royal dignity 
to pass away.' Such a designation would be very 
suitable for Seleucus, who was notorious for his 
avarice. He is spoken of in 2 Mac 3 3 as 1 the king 
of Asia.' In 1 Mac V, 2 Mac 14 l he is alluded to 
as father of Demetrius, and in 2 Mac 4 7 mention is 
made of his death, and of the fact that he was 
succeeded by Antiochus. After having reigned 
twelve years, Seleucus was murdered, some say 
by Heliodorus, his minister, who sought to win 
the kingdom to himself ; but others say at the 
instigation of his brother Antiochus, who was on 
his way from Rome, where he had been detained 
for some years as a hostage. This latter view 
seems to be most agreeable to the language of 
Daniel. 

vol. iv.— 28 



Literature.— Bevan, Short Com. on Daniel, p. 185 f. ; 8churer, 
IIJI' 1. i. 172, atao his art. 'Seleucus' in Riehm, Uandicbrter- 
bueh, p. 1457; Ewald, HI v. 291/, 804 ; Driver, Daniel, pp. 
xxxviil, 101 f., 176 f.; Fairweather and Blank, 1 Mae. pp. 140, 
159, 189; Jo*. Ant. XII. iv. 10. J. MACPHERSON. 

SELF-8URRENDER. — By this title we may 
understand to be indicated the fundamental 
principle of Christianity on its subjective side. 
The roots of it may be traced back in the OT 
and further to the primitive instincts of religion. 
Schleiermacher's definition of religion as * the 
sense of dependence' is defective and one-sided in 
leaving out of account this most essential element. 
It is seen in an extreme form in the extravagance 
of pagan fanaticism. The Indian fakir, the yogi 
who abandons himself entirely to religious devotion, 
aims at making the most absolute surrender of his 
life and person ; and yet it in seen that pride, self- 
will, vanity, and various self-regarding affections 
are not exclnded by the extremity of fanaticism, 
and therefore some deeper if not more demonstra- 
tive experience must be looked for in real self- 
surrender. The OT prepares for this, and the NT 
shows the way of completely realizing it. 

i. Self-Surrender in the OT.— (a) This is an 
important element of the Hebrew faith in its various 
phases. In the patriarchal history it appears in 
the submission and obedience of Abraham and his 
family in leaving Ur of the Chaldees and migrating 
to an unknown land where they must live a no- 
madic life in response to the call of God (Gn 12 1 " 6 ), 
and in the subsequent conduct of Isaac (26'"*) and 
Jacob (28 ,6-B ). In the prophets it is apparent as 
the very foundation of their work and mission. 
The prophet is not an involuntary instrument in 
the hands of God through whom the Divine will is 
declared. Before he receives his message he sur- 
renders himself to the call of God ; he must be a 
• man of God 'if he is to be a ' seer.' Moses sur- 
renders his prospects at the court of Pharaoh in 
the paasion of patriotism ; and later, receiving his 
call at the burning bush, gives himself up to the 
service of God as His ambassador to Pharaoh. A 
spirit of complete self-surrender is seen later in his 
willingness to be blotted out of God's book that 
the offending people might be forgiven (Ex 32 s2 ). 
Ruth's devotion to her mother-in-law, though 
issuing in a great act of self-surrender (Ru l 18,17 ), 
has only a secondary bearing on the giving up of 
self to God. Samuel is dedicated to God from his 
birth by his. mother (IS 1"), and his subsequent 
career shows that he confirmed this dedication by 
his own conduct. Elijah throughout his adven- 
turous career manifests a life completely given up 
to the service of God in face of the greatest 
dangers. Elisha, responding to the call of the 
older prophet, takes solemn farewell of his parents 
and the circle of his friends at a final feast (1 K 
19 2, )» which may have furnished Levi the publican 
with the precedent for his similar action (Lk 5**). \ 
Amos leaves his herds and his orchards to go as 
Cod's messenger to the dissolute court of Jeroboam 
II. at Bethel. But the typical act of prophetic 
self-surrender is seen in the case of Isaiah, who 
gives us a full account of God's call and his 
response in a vision at the temple (Is 6). Jeremiah, 
shrinking from the difficult task laid on him, but 
going to it with the supreme courage of a naturally 
timorous man who is Draced to face danger by a 
strong sense of duty and a full faith in God, lives 
his martyr life in the spirit of entire self-sacrifice. 

(b) When we turn from the history to the teach- 
ing of the OT, we find that this supreme act of 
religion is repeatedly insisted on. The prophets 
call upon the people to give themselves up to God. 
Hosea invites the unfaithful to return (Hos 14 1 - ,J ). 
Isaiah, denouncing the sin of Jerusalem as unfaith- 
fulness and rebellion (l 11 " 43 ), calls the people back 



Digitized by 



Google 



434 SELF-SURRENDER 



SELF-SURRENDER 



to their loyalty, and promises a redemption that 
implies a return to God in the spirit of submission 
(v.* 7 ). Early in the Caplivity, Ezekiel sketches the 
ideal of a restored nation fully devoted to God, 
and in Deutero-Isaiah the restored Israel appears 
as a people given up to the service of God. The 
completed Pentateuch gives a large place to the 
idea of self-surrender on" the part of the Jewish 
people. The whole nation is holy, i.e. set apart 
for .God (e.g. Ex 19 8 22"). The Levites and the 
priests are dedicated to God in an especial way for 
the performance of specific functions, but not to 
the exclusion of the self-dedication of the laity. 
Thus the people generally are expected to ' sanc- 
tify ' themselves and to be ' holy ' (e.g. Lv 20 7 ). 
Among the sacrifices the burnt-offering (6lah, i.e. 
' that which goes up ') was especially significant of 
the self-surrender or the man who offered it. This 
was entirely consumed on the altar (therefore 
thought of as a ' whole offering '), while other 
sacrifices were eaten in whole or in part by the 
priests and the worshippers. As the smoke as- 
cended to heaven the essence of the victim was 
supposed to pass up to Jehovah, and represented 
the offerer, who was thus supposed to give himself 
up to God under the symbol of his sacrifice (see 
Bennett, Theol. of OT, pp. 148, 149, and art. 
Sacrifice). 

ii. Self-subbendeb in the NT.— (a) This is 
first presented to us in the life of Jesus Christ, 
whose whole course consists in the abandonment 
of self and self-interest in order to do the will of 
God ; which is summarized in sayings reported in 
the Fourth Gospel, * My meat is to do the will of 
him that sent me, and to accomplish his work ' 
(Jn 4**); • I oame down from heaven not to do mine 
own will, but the will of him that sent me ' (6 W ), 
and described in Hebrews by the application to 
Christ of Ps 40 8 * Lo, I am come to do thy will ' 
(He 10"). The agony in the garden reveals the 
spirit of perfect self-surrender under tho severest 
trial when our Lord cries, 'Howbeit, not what 
I will, but what thou wilt' (Mk 14»), and the 
endurance of the passion consummated in the 
crucifixion completes the sacrifice. 

(b) Jesus Christ invites His disciples to a similar 
life of self -surrender. That is seen outwardly in 
the call of the Twelve, which leads each to give up 
his work and his home in order to follow Christ. 
At Csesarea Philippi the underlying principle is 
made a rule of universal application when our 
Lord says, ' If any man would come after me, let 
him deny himself (ivapvtiadedw iuvrbv), and take up 
his cross, and follow me ' (Mk 8 s4 , Mt 16 M , Lk 9»— 
Luke has ' take up his cross daily '). Plainly, this 
means much more than what we commonly under- 
stand by self-denial, i.e. the giving up of certain of 
the conveniences of life. The essential difference is 
that it involves the abandonment of self altogether 
as the end of life (see Swete, St. Mark, in loc. ). 
The word rendered • deny ' (irapvio/xai, stronger 
than dpriofttu, and meaning a more thorough 
abandonment, suggested by the prefix i*6) is used 
for St. Peter's denial of Christ (Mk 14 30 ) and for 
the denial in the presence of the angels of those 
who deny Christ on earth (Lk 12"). But while the 
absoluteness of the surrender is thus demanded, 
certain mistaken forms of self-denial are excluded. 
The notion does not involve asceticism or any 
form of self-torture. Primarily it is negative ; it is 
requisite «s a preliminary condition to following 
Christ, which is the real object to be aimed at, 
not commended as a meritorious act on its own 
account. Self must be renounced in order that 
Christ may be followed. Further, there is no idea 
of the abandonment of the epo in the destruction 
of the personality, or the fusing of the individual 
in the universal being of God. Christ's teaching 



does not tend in this pantheistic direction. The 
very appeal to the act of self-renunciation brings 
in the idea of the will that is to perform it (ti nt 
0A«), and that will is equally requisite for the 
following of Christ, which is to be the subsequent 
aim of His servant. The disciple is to follow Christ 
as an individual personality, walking after his 
Master, though in the Master's footprints ; not to 
merge his own consciousness and activity in the 
being and life of Christ. But while the individu- 
ality of the ego is to be thus preserved, the surrender 
of the will in submission and obedience is to be 
unconditional and complete. Probably we should 
regard our Lord's hard sayings on the subject of 
riches in the light of this primary condition. That 
He did not lay down a rule of poverty as a uni- 
versal condition of discipleship is proved by the 
fact that some of His disciples who possessed pro- 
perty were not required to sacrifice it, e.g. Zaccluuus, 
the Bethany household, the mother of St. Mark — 
in whose house the Church met after the resurrec- 
tion. Therefore the difficulty of a rich man in 
entering the kingdom of God, concerning whirl] 
Jesus spoke with great emphasis, must be found 
in the entanglement of worldly goods hindering 
the complete surrender of will, and not in the hard 
necessity of giving up all tho possessions. The 
case of the young ruler, who, when asked what he 
should do to obtain eternal life, was told to sell all 
he possessed and give it to the poor, stands by 
itself : we have no other instance of such a demand, 
and therefore it is just to conclude that it had a 
specific application to this man, his wealth being 
his fatal hindrance, and a career of discipleship 
being open to him if he would abandon all his 
worldly goods to follow Christ with the peasants 
and fishermen. Thus riches may be classed with 
the hand, or foot, or eye that is to be cut off or 
plucked out if the member offend. Poverty perse 
is no more required as a condition of membership 
in the kingdom of God than mutilation. But if 
any hindrance is found in what seems most valu- 
able and our own by right — even a limb of the 
body— so that the precious thing must be aban- 
doned rather than that the life should be ruined, 
much more must this process be followed in the 
case of what is so extraneous as material wealth. 
For a full discussion of this position see Wendt, 
Lehre Jem, pp. 376-389 [Eng. tr. ii. 58 ff.]. 

While absolute surrender to the will of God is 
thus required by Christ at any cost, pure altruism 
is not demanded. The ' golden rule,' which may be 
regarded as the primary law of Christian ethics, 
enjoins that we should do to others as we would 
wish them to do to us, on the principle that we 
should love our neighbours as ourselves, where 
some self-regarding thought is allowed, since this 
is expressly named as the measure of our feelings 
and actions towards others. Still it is to be ob- 
served that the more advanced teaching of the 
Fourth Gosjiel carries us beyond this line of 
measurement with the ' neio commandment,' — 
perhaps new in contrast with the old command- 
ment altout love to our neighbour, — inculcating love 
like Christ's (' even as I have loved you,' etc., Jn 
13 s4 ), because His love involved complete self-sacri- 
fice for the saving of others. In the same way 
JeBus spoke of the necessity of bearing the cross, 
not meaning the endurance of some hardship, but 
the readiness to face death, like the condemned 
man who carries his cross to the place of execution ; 
and He laid down the great principle contained in 
the words, ' Whosoever would (or rather wishes to, 
HKf) save his life shall lose it ; and whosoever shall 
lose his life for my sake and the gospel's, shall save 
it' (Mk 8 M etc.). Confusion has come into the 
interpretation of this passage through the two 
senses of the word fvxh, as life and soul, being 
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introduced ; but the previous sentence about the 
cross, an instrument of capital punishment, should 
make it clear that it is not the soul, especially as 
we now understand the word * soul,' but the life, 
that is here referred to. The Gr. word is used in 
the same sense in Mk lO 4 *, where Jesus speaks of 
giving His ^ux^i, is. His life, in the sense of giving 
Himself up to die. The passage, then, means that 
whoever is willing to face martyrdom for his 
Christian faith shall save his life— i.e. live on in 
spite of being killed, by entering into the eternal 
life; while he who makes it his aim to escape 
martyrdom will really die, because he will miss 
the eternal life. Here the self-surrender, even to 
the extent of suffering a martyr's death, i.e. the 
surrender which will face that extremity if neces- 
sary, is what Christ requires, not in every case the 
actual endurance of the martyrdom,— for the sen- 
tence is hypothetical. But this self-surrender is 
not the end, it is the means through which we are 
to enter into life. In a larger application of the 
essential principle it may be said that we must re- 
nounce ourselves in order to realize ourselves. The 
end then, as we saw above in another connexion, 
ts not self-abnegation, much less is it extinction of 
being, or loss of personality and conscious existence, 
Buddhist Nirvana, or Hindu absorption in Brahm, 
but the very opposite — the full, enduring, conscious 
activity known as eternal life. 

(c) In St. Paul's Epistles this principle comes out 
with regard to the mystical union of the Christian 
with Christ. He dies with Christ (Col 2 20 ) ; he is 
crucified with Christ (Gal 2 s0 ) ; through the cross 
of Christ the world has been crucified to him, and 
he to the world (6 M ) ; the old man is crucified with 
Christ (Ro 6 6 ). The last of these phrases throws 
light on the others. St. Paul is thinking of the 
pre-Christian condition, the life of sin and the 
world. This is so completely put away in Christ 
that it is said to be killed, crucified. The apostle 
means more than repentance ; he is thinking of 
an actual end of the old thoughts, affections, 
desires, habits. But the peculiarity of his teach- 
ing is that this result is brought about by union 
with Christ, and especially by an inward, spiritual 
assimilation to His death. Thus, on our part, the 
cause is self-surrender to Jesus Christ, for Him to 
be the supreme commanding influence over the 
soul. Then this same surrender to Christ, result- 
ing in union with Him and assimilation to His 
experience, carries the soul on to a resurrection. 
Accordingly, St. Paul writes of Christians as bein^ 
* raised together with Christ' (Col 3'). Writing of 
his own experience, the apostle declares that it is 
no longer he that lives, but Christ who lives in him 
(Gal 2™). This, which may be called the mystical 
element in St. Paul's thought, links itself to his 
rabbinical and legal view of redemption as an act 
of justification by God which we receive through 
faith. The bond of union between the two parts 
of the apostle's teaching may be found in his ideas 
on faith. It is faith that secures the grace of for- 
giveness, and so places the guilty person in a state 
of justification. Now, faith with St. Paul is not 
merely intellectual assent to dogma ; it is personal 
trust in and adhesion to Christ. But such a con- 
dition of soul is the very surrender which secures 
the mystical union with Christ. Thus the two 
experiences — the subjective dying and rising, and 
the objective forgiveness and justification — spring 
out of the same act on our part, the faith that 
implies self-surrender. Further, out of this and 
its results arise moral obligations to continual self- 
renunciation for the service of Christ and the benefit 
of mankind. The Christian is not his own, because 
he has been bought with a price (1 Co 6 19 - w ). There- 
fore a special obligation is on him to spend his life 
in unselfish service. For the same reason he must 



avoid unchastity, since his body is a temple * f the 
Holy Ghost. Christians are exhorted to present 
their bodies to God as a living sacrifice, an act 
which the apostle calls ' reasonable service ' (XoyurV 
Xarpdav), perhaps meaning 'spiritual service' in 
contrast to the external service of Judaism (Ro 12'). 

(d) The Epistle to the Hebrews, treating chiefly 
of Christ and His work, does not devote much 
attention to the subjective side of religion. Still 
it exalts faith as the secret of spiritual power and 
heroism, and this faith involves the renunciation 
of self in accepting the help of God to do His will. 
Thus one instance is that of Moses, who gave up 
the treasures of Egypt, enduring ' as seeing him 
who is invisible' (He ll 27 ). 

(e) St. Peter describes Christians as persons who 
were going astray but are now returned to the 
Shepherd and Bishop of their souls (1 P 2 s8 ) ; and 
this return involves surrender to obedience, since 
the sheep of the flock follow their shepherd. 

(/) In the Johannine writings the act of self- 
renunciation does not come forward so prominently 
on its own account as elsewhere in the NT ; but it 
is even more completely involved in the require- 
ments that correspond to the Divine side of religion 
than in the other apostolic writings. The new 
birth of which Jesus speaks to Nicodemus (Jn 3 1 ' 8 ) 
requires the surrender of self in the abandonment 
of pride and self-sufficiency, in order that it may 
be experienced. To drink of the water of life, to 
eat the bread of life, to follow the Light of the 
World, are actions that require the abandonment 
of all claims to self-sufficiency. Then St. John 
demands faith as the great condition on our part 
for the reception of eternal life ( 1 Jn 5"). At the 
same time, in the prominence which he gives to 
this gift of eternal life as a present possession, it 
is plain that he does not teach any doctrine of 
the abandonment of the human personality for 
absorption in the Divine. W. F. Adeney. 

8EMACHIAH 'J" has sustained').— The 

name of a Korahite family of gatekeepers, 1 Ch 28 T 
(B Za/9x«<*, A Zajiax*'a»). It is not improbable 
that the same name should be substituted for 
Ismachiah (in;;.??: ' J" sustaineth ' ; B Za|tax«<i, A 
2a/*ax«£) in 2 Ch 31". See Gray, HPN 291, 295. 

8EHEI (B Zentcl, A Ztiul), 1 Es 9»= Shimei of 
the sons of Hashum, Ezr 10 33 . 

8EMEIA8 (B Zefuelat, gA 2<ndo.s ; AV Semei), 
Ad. Est ll a (LXX, A 1 ) = Shimei, the ancestor of 
Mordecai ; cf . Est 2 s . 

SEMEIN (B Zepuetw, A Zcperi ; AV Semei), Lk 3». 
— The father of Mattathias in the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ. 

SEHEI8 (B Zovefe , A le/uts ; AV Semis), 1 Es 9*» 
= Shimei the Levite, Ezr lO 1 *. 

SENAAH (m<)P ; B Zaar<£, Zarardr, A Zaravd, 
Zewad, 'A<rdv ; Senaa). — Amongst the * people of 
Israel' who returned from the Captivity with 
Zerubbabel were the 'children of Senaah.' Their 
numbers were 3630 according to Ezr 2 s6 , and 3930 
according to Neh 7 s8 . The name occurs again, with 
the article, has-Senaah (Neh 3 s ), in connexion with 
the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem. The 
people of Senaah built the Fish - gate, and are 
mentioned next in order after the people of Jericho 
(cf. Ezr 2 s *). From this it may perhaps be inferred 
that Senaah was in the vicinity of Jericho. In 
this case it may possibly be the village Marjdal- 
senna, Mey6a\<rci>v&, which Eusebius and Jerome 
(Onom.) place 7 M.P. north of Jericho. 

In the lists in 1 Es. (o a ) the name is given as 
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Sanaas (AV Annaas ; B 2a/wl, A Zarrfat ; Anaas), 
and the number of the children as 3330. 

C. W. Wilson. 
SENATE is the rendering of yepov<rla in Ac 6*, 
where ' all the senate of the children of Israel ' 
appears to be epexegetical of the preceding 
'council' (ffwtBpiov). See also Ephesus, vol. i. 
p. 722*, and Saxhedrin. It is the Jewish ' senate ' 
that is meant likewise by ycpovtrla in 2 Mac 1 M 4 44 . 
The allusions to the Roman senate in 1 Mac 8 nff - 
will be found handled in art. Rome, p. 306 b . 

SENEH (rup ; Ifwd ; Sene). — One of two jagged 
points, or 'teeth of the cliff,' — the other being 
Bozez, bejtween which the ' passage of Michmash ' 
ran. It is mentioned in connexion with the exploit 
of Jonathan and his armour-bearer, and was to the 
south of and nearer to Geba than Bozez (1 S 14*). 
Sench was possibly so called from the thorns (cf. 
njp of Ex 3 1 *, Dt 33 18 ) which grew upon it (cf. 
'the plain of thorns,' iicavOuv a&\wv, near the 
village of Gabathsaul, Jos. BJ v. ii. 1). The 
name is retained in the Wddy Suwcinit, on the 
right bank of which, not far from Jeba, the rock 
Seneh must have been. A good description of the 
locality is given by Conder (Tent-Work, ii. 112- 
114). See also Robinson {BRP* i. 441). 

C. W. Wilson. 

8ENIR (y» ; "Lavelp; Sanir). — The Amorite 
name of Mt. Hermon (Dt 3*), and one of the few 
Amorite words preserved in the Bible. In 1 Ch 
5°, Ca 4 8 , Senir is apparently distinguished from 
Mt. Hermon, and probably designated a particular 
part of the Hermon range (so Driver, Buhl). In 
Ezekiel's lamentation for Tyre (27 8 ) the builders 
are said to have made planks of the ' fir trees of 
Senir,' and in 1 Chronicles Senir is given as one of 
the limits to which the children of Manasseh over- 
flowed from Bashan. In an inscription of Shal- 
maneser, Hazael of Damascus is said to have made 
Mt. Sanir, the top of the mountain opposite 
Lebanon, into a fortress (Schrader, KAT 2 210). 
The Arab geographers, as late as the 14th cent., 
also called Anti-Lebanon Jebel Sanir, and attached 
the name more particularly to that portion of the 
range near Damascus and between Baalbek and 
Horns. There was also a district of Sanir in 
which Baalbek was situated (Guy le Strange, Pal. 
under the Moslems, 32, 78, 79, 295-298). See, 
further, art. Hekmon. C. W. Wilson. 

SENNACHERIB (annjp, Serraxqpefp, Assyr. Sin- 
akhi-erba, ' the Moon-god has increased the breth- 
ren,' from which we may infer that he was not 
the eldest son of his father, Sargon).— Sennacherib 
succeeded Sargon on the 12th of Ab, B.c. 705. 
His first campaign was against Babylonia, where 
Merodach-baladan (or another prince of the same 
name) had reappeared. (See, however, Merodach- 
b ala dan). After a reign of six months the 
latter was forced to fly for his life. Sennacherib 
made a certain Bel-ibni king of Babylon, and 
then turned against the Kassi or Kossa>ans in the 
western mountains of Elam. After this he swept 
Ellipi, north of Elam, with fire and sword. In 
B.C. 701 came the campaign against Palestine, 
which had rebelled after Sargon's death. Lulia 
(Elulajus), king of Tyre, fled to Cyprus, and Sidon 
and other Phoenician cities were sacked by the 
Assyrians, Ethbaal being appointed king of the 
country. Ashdod, Ammon, Moab, and Euom now 
sent tribute, Judah witli the dependent Philistine 
cities of Ashkelon and Ekron alone holding out. 
Ashkelon and Ekron were captured, and Hezekiah 
was compelled to restore to the throne of the 
latter city the anti-Jewish prince Padi, who had 
been imprisoned in Jerusalem. The Egyptians, 
now ruled by the Ethiopian Tirhakah, came to 
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the help of Hezekiah, but they were defeated at 
Eltekeh and driven back. Sen. thereupon swept 
the country of Judah, capturing 46 fortresses and 
carrying into exile 200,150 persons. While he 
was besieging Lachish, Hezekiah sent rich presents 
to him, in the vain hope of buying off his attack. 
The presents consisted of 30 talents of gold, 800 
talents of silver, precious stones, couches and 
seats inlaid with ivory, girls and eunuchs, male 
and female musicians (?). But all was of no avail : 
Lachish was taken and plundered, and the Rab- 
shakeh or Vizier sent a letter to Hezekiah de- 
manding the surrender of his city (2 K 19 s ff.). 
Then came the catastrophe, which obliged Sen. 
to leave Judah without punishing his rebellious 
vassal, and over which he draws a veil of silence 
in his annals. The events and the date of this 
campaign are fully discussed by Prasek in a series 
of articles in the Expos. Times, xii., xiii. (1901-2). 
Prasek contends that there were ttoo campaigns of 
Sennacherib to the West and against Judah. 

The following year he again entered Babylonia, 
of which he made his son Assur-nadin-sum king, 
and drove Merodach-baladan out of the marshes. 
A few years later he had a fleet of ships built on 
the Euphrates, at Til-Barsip near Birejik, which 
he manned with Ionian* and Phoenicians. They 
then sailed across the Persian Gulf to the mouth 
of the Eulseus, where the followers of Merodach- 
baladan had taken refuge, and burnt and plun- 
dered the Chaldaran colony. In return for this 
Assur-nadin-sum was carried off to Elam, and the 
Elamites made Nergal-yusezib king in his place 
(B.C. 694). The usurper was defeated and captured 
by the Assyrians, but with little result, since the 
Elamites remained all-powerful in Babylonia for 
a time. In B.C. 691, however, Sen. again marched 
into the country. At the battle of Khalule the 
Bab. and Elamite forces were obliged to retreat 
after a hard-fought day, but two years more were 
required before Babylonia could be finally sub- 
dued. Sen. had already attempted to invade Elam, 
but the winter had set in before he began his 
march, and the snow obliged him to return. At 
last, in B.C. 689, Babylon was taken and razed to 
the ground, and the canal Arakhtu, which flowed 
by it, was choked with its ruins. 

On the 20th of Tebct, B.C. 681, Sen. was murdered 
by his two sons (2 K 19 s7 ). The deed seems to 
have been prompted by jealousy of their brother 
Esarhaddon, who was at the time conducting a 
campaign against Ararat. For 42 days the con- 
spirators held Nineveh ; then they were compelled 
to fly to the king of Ararat and seek his aid 
against their brother. (The subject of the assas- 
sination of Sennacherib, and esp. the question 
whether this was the work of one. or of two of his 
sons, is treated in art. Sharezer, No. 1). 

Sen. was vain and boastful, with none of the 
military skill and endurance which distinguished 
his father. He built the palace of Kouyunjik 
at Nineveh, 1500 ft. long by 700 ft. broad, and 
restored a second palace on the mound of Nebi- 
yunus. He constructed brick embankments along 
the sides of the Tigris, and repaired the ancient 
aqueducts which had gone to decay. To him also 
was due the great wall of Nineveh, 8 miles in 
circumference. A. H. Sayce. 

SEORIM (onyip ; B Ituptln, A "Zeuplv).— The name 
of the fourth of the twenty-four classes of priests, 
1 Ch 24 8 . 

SEPARATION. — For ' separation ' in the sense of 
rni, see artt. RED HEIFER, p. 208 b , Uncleanness, 
and in sense of ijj art. Nazirite. 

SEPHAR (.Ttfp [with n locale] ; LXX A 2«^>/xi), 
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GnlO*". — Given as a limit of the territory occupied 
by the Joktanides, and apparently identified with 
the Eastern mountain. This place is ordinarily 
identified (since the time of Fresnel, ap. Ges. 
Then.) with Zafar, the name of two places of im- 
portance in S. Arabia — one of them the capital of 
the Himyarites, near Sana in Yemen, the other a 
coast town in the district of Shihr, to the extreme 
east of Hadramaut, and, indeed, a place, from its 
situation with regard to Hadramaut and the great 
Dahna, likely to serve as a landmark. So in 
the Taj al-'arni (iii. 370) this place is said to be 
• at the extreme end of Yemen.' Wellsted ( Travels, 
ii. 153) says of it : ' Dofar is situated beneath a 
lofty mountain ; the country around is well culti- 
vated,' but it only deserves to be called ' a miser- 
able village.' Apparently, then, with the depopu- 
lation of S. Arabia that has gone on for some 
centuries, the place has declined from the import- 
ance which the Arabic geographers sometimes 
assign to it. Against this identification Glaser 
(Skizze, ii. 437) urges that we cannot prove Zafar 
to have existed at so early a period ; but we also 
have no record of its foundation. The repre- 
sentation of the Arabic Z by o is surprising, but 
scarcely constitutes a serious objection, when the 
situation of the place corresponds so well with 
what the Biblical writer intends. 

D. S. Margoliouth. 
SEPHARAD (Tjcp; BA "&<poa.6a, (J* 2a<papd8, Q* 
lippaOA; Vulg. in Bosporo). — Ob 30 speaks of Jews 
who were in captivity in the land of Sepharad. 
Sepharad or [see Driver, LOT 6 320] Sephdred is 
the Saparda of the Assyr. inscriptions, who, in 
concert with the Kiinmerians, Medes, and Minni, 
attacked Assyria in the reign of Esarhaddon. Their 
allies would seem to indicate that they came from 
the north-east of Assyria ; but in the inscriptions of 
Darius Hystaspis at Behistun and Naksh-i-Rustem 
the province of Sparda is named between Egypt 
and Ionia in one instance, and between Cappadocia 
and Ionia in another. A Bab. inscription (Km. 
710. 31, 36) states that in 'the 37th year of 
Antiochus and Seleucus, the 9th day of Adar, the 
governor of Chaldiea and an officer of the king, 
who had gone to the country of Sapardu in the 
previous year to meet the king, returned to the 
city of Seleucia.' We may gather from this that 
the district was in the northern part of Asia Minor, 
though, in the annals of Sargon, Saparda is placed 
to the east of Assyria. The Targura of Jonathan 
identified Sepharad with Spain, probably in con- 
sequence of the similarity of the name to that of 
Hesperis ; hence the Spanish Jews are at present 
known as Sephardira, as distinguished from the 
Ashkenazim or German Jews. See, further, art. 
OBADIAH, vol. iii. p. 579 b . A. H. Sayce. 

SEPHARYAIM (ot»99; LXX A has in all the 

passages in Kings 2t<j><f>apovdin, B has in 2 K \T M 
Ztvipapovdip, in v. 3: [where MT is dub.] Zertpapovr, 
in 18" Znripapovn6.iv, in 19 18 2«p<papovdii> ; in the 
Isaiah passages B has 'Eripapovdufi, A Zer<paptln). 
— The 'two Sippars,' a city of Babylonia, called 
in the cuneiform inscriptions ' Sippar of the Sun- 
god' and 'Sippar of Anunit.' Sipoar of the Sun- 
god was discovered by Hormuzd Kassam in 1881 
at Abu-Habba on the Euphrates, 16 miles S.E. of 
Baghdad. A large quantity of valuable monu- 
ments and tablets have been found in the ruins 
of the temple of the Sun-god, which was termed 
Bit-Uri by the Semites, E-Babara by the Sumer- 
ians. The Sumerian name of Sippar was Zimbir. 
Among the colonists transplanted to Samaria were 
men oil Sepharvaim (2 K ll 3 *- 3 *), and the capture 
of Sepharvaim by the Assyrians is referred to in 
2 K 18" 19", Is 36 1B 37 u . According to Berosus, 
Xisuthros, the Chalda;an Noah, buried the records 



of the antediluvian world at Sippara, as it was 
called by the Greeks. Abydenus (Fr. 9) states that 
Nebuchadnezzar excavated a great reservoir there ; 
and Pliny (HN vi. 30) affirms that Sippar (which 
he calls 'oppidura Hipparenorum ') was the seat 
of a university. In the reign of Nabonidos the 
camp of the Bab. army was just outside its walls, 
under the command of 'the king's son,' and the 
fall of Sippar followed immediately upon the de- 
cisive battle at Opis, which laid Babylonia at the 
feet of Cyrus.* A. H. Sayce. 

SEPTUAGINT— 

i. Importance. 

ii. Name. 

iii. Origin and History of the legend. 

iv. Printed Edition*. 

v. History of the Septuagint. 

vi. Manuscripts, Versions, Quotations. 

vii. Use of the Septuagint. 
viii. Literature. 

[Abbreviations in this article :— <B=Gr. Text of OT ; fb = Heb. 
Text of OT ; Lag. = Lagarde ; SSt. = Log. SepluagintaXtudien ; 
Sit. = Nestle, Xeptuagintattudien ; Sw. = H. B. Swete. An 
Introd. to the OT in Greek (Cambridge, 1900); Urt.= Urtext 
und itberitetzuTtgen der Bibel (Leipzig, 1897, being a reprint of 
the art. ' Bibeltext und Bibeliibereetzungen ' in Herzog's RK*)). 

i. Importance. — The Greek version of the OT, 
called Septuagint, is in most respects by far the 
most important version of the Bible treated in this 
Dictionary. To the Fathers of the Greek Church 
it appeared of such weight that they praised the 
Septuagint with one accord as a token of the 
special providence of God, as a link in the Divine 
dispensation for the salvation of mankind, seeing 
in it the work of direct inspiration, and placing it 
in a line with the writings of the prophets and 
the preaching of the apostles (cf., for instance, 
Irenaius [ill. xxi. 4], 'unus enira et idem spiritus 
Dei, qui in Prophetis quidem pneconavit, quis et 
qualis esset adventus Domini, in Scnioribus autem 
[i.e. the Seventy Elders, to whom this version was 
ascribed] interpretatus est bene, que prophetata 
fuerant, ipse et in Apostolis pnedicavit. 

The various claims which call for careful atten- 
tion to the LXX are, perhaps, best summed up 
in the second edition of it published in England 
(Cambridge, 1665, 12°), by John Pearson, after- 
wards bishop of Chester : t ' The LXX is useful 
and even necessary (utilis at que necessaria) : (1) ad 
Hebraicam veritatem probe perspiciendam ; (2) ad 
auctoritatem testimoniorum Apostolicorum con- 
firmandam ; (3) ad nativum Novi Foederis stylum 
recte intelligendum ; (4) ad Gnecos Latinosque 

fiatres rite tractandos; (5) ad scientiam denique 
ingiue Grsecas ipsamque criticen adornandam : 
quis earn doctis omnibus, pnesertim theologis non 
videt esse commendatissimam ? ' J 

* (The identification of Sepharvaim with Sippar, which has the 
weighty support of Schroder (KAT* 279 [COT i. 271 f.J), has been 
onallenged by Halevy (ZA ii. 401 II.), who would identify it 
with Shabarain, a place subdued by Shnlmaneser iv. (B.C. 727- 
722). Halevy suggests that the same place is meant by the 
Siiibraim of Ezk 47'6. See, further, tho Comm. of Bertholet or 
Kittel on Kings, and of Dillm.-Kittel on Indian, ad loee.—Ed.]. 

t The preface of his edition has been frequently repeated — 
1683, 1694, 17Q7, 1730, 1831, 1843; at last separately, Canibr. 
1856, cum notulis Ed. Churton (by Prof. W. Selwyn). 

t Comp. in Sw. chs. 2-5 of part iii. on the Literary use and 
Value of the LXX, p. 433 : 'No question can arise as to the 
greatness of the place occupied by the Alexandrian version 
in the religious life of the first six centuries of its history. The 
LXX was the Bible of the Hellenistic Jew, not only iii Egypt 
and Palestine, but throughout Western Asia and Europe. It 
created a language of religion which lent itself readily to the 
service of Christianity, and became one of the most important 
allies of the gospel. It provided the Greek-speaking Church 
with an authorized translation of the OT, and, when Christian 
missions advanced beyond the limits of Hellenism, it served aa 
a basis for fresh translations into the vernacular. 

'The LXX has long ceased to fulfil these or any similar 
functions. ... On the other hand, this most ancient of Biblical 
versions possesses a new and increasing importance in the field 
of Biblical study. It is seen to be valuable alike to the textual 
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ii. Name. — The name ' Septuagint' is shortened 
from secundum or iuxta Septuaginta (interpretes or 
seniores), and is based on the legend that the 
translation of the OT from Hebrew into Greek 
was made by seventy, or more exactly seventy -two, 
elders or scholars, whom king Ptolemy Philadel- 
uhus, by the advice of his librarian Demetrius 
Phalereus, sent for for this purpose, from the high 
priest Eleazar of Jerusalem. 

mm rwt i0iim*—r» stands in the subscription to Genesis in 
Codex B ; rmptt ipltu*,xt,T* stands at the end of Proverbs in C ; 
n ™ iSSsu^Kftra IsWj; in the note of before Isaiah ; ii t*>» •' 
(or «/S') ipftr.tilm (or Ut»rit), and shorter •»' *' (or tff\ became 
a common expression, especially subsequent to the labours of 
Origen in textual criticism (ad Afrieanum, | 6, ri.t ipuwL** 
t£» isi4ur,x4>TK ; in Mt. xv. 14, xctph nit •') ; see Hexapla, ed. 
Field, i. p. xlviiiff. : and the ' teatiinonia 1 at the end of Wend- 
land's edition of Aristeas. 

Augustine (dc Civit. Dei, xviii. 42=Eugippius, 
p. 1018, Knoell) writes: 'post ille (Philadelphus) 
etiam interpretes postulavit : et dati sunt septua- 
ginta duo, de singulis duodecim tribubus seni 
homines, lingua; utriusque doctissimi, Hebrseje. 
scilicet atque Gnecse, quorum interpretatio ut 
Septuaginta vocetur, iam obtinuit consuetudo.' 
Where and when the word 'Septuagint' first 
makes its appearance in English we cannot tell.* 
On title-pages of editions it occurs subsequent to 
the editio Sixtina of 1587: y vaXata diaBijKn Kara 
rovs cpSopijicorra, Vctus Testamentum iuxta Sep- 
tuaginta (in the reprint of Paris, 1628 : secundum 
LXX). The London reprint of 1653 adds Inter- 
pretum, writing ex versione Septuaginta Jnterpre- 
tum; and this has been retained in all following 
reprints. 

An edition of Bagster (1821) is entitled, secundum Septua- 
ginta Senitrum interpretationem (=■■ Irenffius, in. xxi. 2, 
xnrm afteSuTipn, in Latin m-pUtayinta teniore*).) The English 
form ' Septuagint ' oocurs in the title of an edition of Bagster, 
as well as in that of the Cambridge edition of Swete (The OT 
in Greek according to the Septuagint), and the great Oxford 
Concordance of Hatch-Redpath (A Concordance to the Sep- 
tuagint and the other Greek Versions). The Dictionnaire de 
F Academic Franeaise*-7 gives only the plural, Let Septante, 
la version des Septante, la traduction des Septante.l 

In English as in German it became common to 
use the word as singular, supplying 'version,' 

critic and to the expositor, and its services are welcomed by 
students both of the Old Test, and of the New.* 

Prom this point of view, Prof. Ferd. Hitzig of Heidelberg, 
one of the acutest commentators on the OT, used to open his 
academical courses on OT exegesis with the question to his 
students: 'Gentlemen, have you a Septuagint t If not, sell 
whatever you have, and buy a Septuagint.' 

Even the student of early English cannot succeed without a 
knowledge of it. When he reads in king Aelfred the word to the 
serpent (Gn 3 1 *), 'on dinre wambe ond on dinum breottum du 
scealt snican,' he ought to know that the words in italics go 
back through the medium of the Old Latin Bible to the LXX, 
and that it is therefore out of place to print beside them the 
Latin Vulgate of Jerome, which rests on the Hebrew, as has 
been done by A. S. Cook, Biblical Quotations in Old English 
Prose Writers (Lond. 1S98 ; cf. the notice of Max Foerster in 
Englische Studien, xxviii. p. 421). The English Church retained 
substantially the LXX in the Prayer-Book version of the Psalms 
and in her Liturgy.— No words of praise are spared by E. W. 
Grinfleld (,4 po/o</j/): he calls the LXX the viaduct between the 
OT and NT, the vestibule of the Christian Church, the flint 
interpreter of the OT and the sole canonical of the NT, the 
bond of union between Jews and Gentiles, the morning star 
before the sun of righteousness, the key of the sacred treasury, 
the light of the Alexandrian Pharos, the sacred amalgam ; he 
who studies the LXX is declared to be in no danger of falling 
into neology (p. 173). Grinfleld also rightly refers to the intro- 
duction of its study by Miiltby at Durham, Arnold at Rugby ; 
to its recommendation by great philologists like Valckenaer, 
Heinsius ( Vos exemplaria grata, etc.). 

* On book titles cf. W. Wall, The (Tie of the Septuagint 
Translation, 1780 ; Charles Hayes, A Vindication of the History 
of the Septuagint, 1736 ; Lettert to a Friend concerning the 
Septuagint, 1769; H. Owen, An Enquiry into the Pretent State 
of the Septuagint Vernon of the OT, 1709. Grinfleld (Apology, 
p. 157) uses the adjective ' Septuaginta! MSS,' and calls Bp. 
Pearson (p. 177) 4 the best Septuagintalist.' 

tThe adjective 'septuagintaviralis' we have found in titles 
of dissertations since MSI, 1708, etc. 

J In Italian, ' La Versione de' Settanta," «i Settanta.' 



' Ubersetzung,' * though of course the plural is also 
used, especially when Septuaginta is translated 
into the vernacular, * the Seventy,' 4 die Siebenzig.' 
Many scholars now prefer 'the Alexandrian' or 
'the Greek version of the OT,' or 'the OT in 
Greek.' We retain here the familiar name 'Sep- 
tuagint,' for which 'LXX' has been hitherto the 
usual abbreviation, but for which the modern 
sign <& f is still more convenient. 

A frequent' designation among the old Greek 
writers was also i) xoiyy ticBoffis, or merely y kout), 
' the common, the Vulgate edition,' in contradis- 
tinction to the Hebrew text and the later Greek 
versions; cf., for instance, Basil, i. 447 D, on Is 
'I a itt to« irrtypd<pOit TTjt Kotfrjt ixSoffeus ov (cerrm 
ravra, d\X' it> to> 'E/Sptuicy Ktlp.evov in tut Aotrwr 
p.€TtKoulaO-n. In the writings of Jerome y Kowy has 
a more definite signification assigned to it, on 
which see p. 445 b . Other designations are: i) 
iKK\ijo-LaoTLKy (kSoch (Gregory of Nyssa.^'n Psalm, 8) ; 
to, avriypadta, Trjt iiacXrjcrlai (Origen) ; tA ypArepa. 
ivrlypadta (Eusebius, in Psalm, ed. Mai, 591). 

iii. Origin and History of the legend.— 
The story that there were seventy (or rather 
seventy-two) translators was first tola by Aristeas, 
who claims to have been one of the ambassadors 
sent by Philadelphia to the high priest Eleazar 
of Jerusalem, to ask from him the copy of the Law 
and the men to translate it. 

This interesting piece of literature was pub- 
lished first in Latin in the famous Roman Bible 
of Suueynheym and Pannartz ( 1471, fol.), reprinted 
at Nurnberg, 1475; separately at Erfurt, 1483. 
The editio princeps of the Greek text was prepared 
by Simon Schard, printed at Basle 1561 ; subse- 
quent editions, 1610, 1691, 1692, 1705 (Hody), 1849 
(Oikonomos), 1869 (Moritz Schmidt in Merx, 
Archil', i.li all superseded by that of Mendelssohn- 
Wendland {Aristeas ad Philocratem epistvla . . . 
Lipsioj, Teubner, 1900), and that of H. St. J. 
Thackeray in the Appendix to Swete's Introduction 
to the 01 in Greek (Cambridge, 1900). L. Men- 
delssohn had begun to add a commentary, only a 

Eart of which appeared after his death, edited*"by 
I. Kraschennikow, Jurievi (oh Dorpati), 1897. 
A German translation (by P. Wendland) opens the 
second volume of Die Apokn/phen und Pseudepi- 
graphen des Altcn Testaments ubersetzt. . . . u. 
herausgegeben von E. Kautzsch (Tubingen, 1900, 
ii. 1-31). 

Fresh investigations are necessary ; for though 
it is now generally acknowledged that the letter 
is a literary fiction,— Constan tine Oikonomos (*■«/>* 
ruv o' epuyvevruv rnt iroXotat Sia0r)K7p, /3i/3Xia 5', 
Athens, 1844-1849, 4 vols.; cf. alsoE. W. Grintield, 
An Apology for the Septuagint, in which its claims 
to Biblical and Canonical Authority are briefly 
stated and vindicated, London, 1850) is the last 
defender of its genuineness, — scholars disagree 
entirely about its date and value. E. Schurer 

? laces it not later than c. 200 B.C. ; Herriot (on 
hilo), c. 170-150 ; Wendland, between 96 and 93, 
nearer to 96; L. Cohn (Neve Jahrbiicher fur dds 
klass. Alte.rt. i. (1898) 52111'.) doubts whether it 
was used by Philo ; H. Willrich (Judaica, Gottin- 
gen, 1900, pp. 111-130) brings its composition down 
to ' later than A.D. 33.' 
Strange, above all, are the varieties of form 

• At one time it was common in German to speak of the ' 70 
Dollmetecher' ; cf. J. D. Michaelis, Programma worinne er von 
seinen Collegiis uber die 70 Dollmetteher Nachricht giebt (QbU. 
1767); the translation of Owen's Enquiry (UnUrsuehung der 
gegenweirtigen Betchaffenheit der 70 Dollmetteher, 1772). Leas- 
ing seems to have formed the noun 'Siebziger' (see Grimm, 
Deutschet Wbrterbuch, x. 834) ; in Old German we read in Isidore, 
7. 4, in dhero riibunzo tradungum=' in translatione LXX.' 

t It is strange that Lie. Kabisch (Religiontbuch, L, Gottingen, 
1900, p. 2) finds the sense of the name obscure, and thinks of 
connecting it with the legend of the 70 hidden (or apocryphal' 
books in 4 Ezra (2 Esdras). 
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which the story assumes in the writings of Epi- 
plianius, though he refers to A r is teas as his 
authority. He makes the number of books in 
the Alexandrian Library « 54,800 r\tlu 1) iXiaau,' 
Aristeas 'more than 20 myriads'; he has two 
letters of Philadelphus, and in one of them the 
saying from Sir 20 30 41" Orpavpov KtKpvfifUfou Kal 
r Vyyi 4ffd>payurpJrt)s rls <hdt4\eta iv A/xdMrripots. He 
alone, and that only in the Syriac text as first 
published by Lagarde (Symmicta, ii. 148ft'.), states 
that it was ' the seventh year of Philadelphus, 
more or less,' when the translation took place. 
He makes the translators work by pairs in 36 
different cells, and originated the statement, re- 
peated as late as 1587 in the preface to the Sixtina, 
that this happened ' trecentis uno plus annis ante 
Christi adventum' (cf. Sw. p. 176; Wendland, 
153, 159; Nestle, Sst. i. 12). Draeseke believed 
that Epiphanius drew from the lost chronicle 
of Justus of Tiberias, and that Augustine was 
dependent on Epiphanius; but this has been 
refuted by Wendland (Rheinisches Museum 56, 1. 
112 ft'.). On the use mode of this story by Philo, 
Joseph us, and the ecclesiastical writers see Sw. 
12-17, and especially the ' testiinonia ' in Wend- 
land's edition, pp. 85-166.* That the number 70 
and the legend of their wonderful harmony may 
be due to Ex 24", where <5 reads koI tQ>» iwiXfc- 
rttv rod 'lapaijk oiSi Su^wvtjomv o6Si tls, was first 
pointed out by Daniel Heinsius in the Aristarchus 
sacer, ch. 10. 

As the year in which the translation originated, 
other ecclesiastical writers give the 2nd, 17th, 19th, 
or 20th year of Philadelphus ; in the Chronicle of 
Eusebius the MSSvary between the years 1734, 1735, 
1736, or 1737 of Abraham (see Walton's Prolego- 
mena). As the day, the Jews name the 8th of Tebet ; 
according to the letter of Aristeas the arrival of 
the interpreters coincided with the day of a great 
naval victory of Philadelphus in the war against 
Antigonus, and was ordered to be celebrated for 
ever. Rabbinical Jews called that day the fast of 
darkness, for they regarded this translation as a 
national disaster, 'like the day on which the 
goltien calf was made' (see D. S. Margoliouth, 
' The Calendar of the Synagogue,' in the Expositor, 
Nov. 1900, p. 348 f.). Philo relates that in his 
time the Jews of Alexandria kept an annual 
festival, rb xupfor at/wuvoOrrei, ir $ rpurror rd rrjs 
ip/ir)i>elat ^Aa/ife Kal raXai&t (vcKty eiepytfflas Ad 
peafofanjs eirxapurrfpavTcs t£ Oetp. He knows that 
the interpreters, before they began, asked God's 
blessing on this undertaking, 6 8' invefa rats etfx<*« 
tvo rb irXctov xal tA trvpirav yivo% twv &v9p<*ir«tv 

• That the preservation of Aristeas goes back to the library 
of Caaarea bag been suggested by Wendland. It may have 
had a place in one of the Bible MSS issued by Eusebius and 
Pamphilus.— Add to the 'testimonia' collected by Mendelssohn- 
Wendland the strange statement from pseudo-Eusebius on 
the Star (publ. by W. Wright in Joupi. of Sacred Literature, 
1866, voL ix. 117, x. 150X that the version was made under a 
king D1DTCB-ik[^] (= ArUxerxes?) ; and the notice, translated 
from Greek into Syriac at the end of the Fourth Book of Kings 
in the Syro-Hexapla, that the men came from Tiberias (Origenis 
fragmtnta, ed. Lagarde, 365; Bibliotheea Syriaea, 254). Cf. 
further the notice of F. Nau on ' Fragments d'une chronique 
Syriaque Maronite' (Hevae de FOrient Chretien, Iv. (1899) 318), 
in which the names are given of the 72 translators who pro- 
duced 36 identical versions. Nau has not printed the names. 
Bee on the names : The Book of the Bee, by Salomo of Basra, ed. 
by A. Wallis Budge (Aneedota Oxonitrma, 8emitic Series, vol. i. 
part iL, Oxf. 1886, 4' p. 120f.). The last but one of the inter- 
preters has the strange name 'APitmt in the Greek text, 01C3K 
in one of the Syriac lists, Abbaya in another. If this stands for 
the Latin name Avitus, the list would be late. But this identi- 
fication is rather uncertain. An Arabic chronicle combines the 
two figures 72 and 70 by the supposition that two of the inter- 
preters died on the way. On the Jewish notices about the 
origin of the version and its (13) deviations from the Hebrew 
text, see the literature quoted in Urt. p. 63, and by Oikonomos, 
iL 558, iii. 43. Zosinius Panopolitanus {de Zythorum confectione, 
ed. Gruner, 1814, p. 5) relates that Simon the high priest of 
Jerusalem sent to Ptolemy Lagi, 'Gsw, it i,njA,urt 
EfifmiU iXXvirri mm) mlyuwnr ri (Oikonomos, ii. 328). 



&$t\i]0rj xP 7 l <r0 V' V0V £ ' r ivwbpOwoiv Blov dnXoo-odms 
koI rtryxdXotf biarAynaat. 

This aspiration was fulfilled when the work 
became one of the chief aids to the spread of 
Christianity. As this was at the same time the 
first attempt made on a larger scale, in the domain 
of Greco- Roman or Mediterranean culture, to 
translate a literary work from one language into 
another, it is the more interesting to ask whether 
this attempt, as the above story relates, was due 
to the literary interest felt by a bibliophile king — 
<fn\6Ka\os Kal dn\6\oyos, as he is styled by Epiph- 
anius * — or to the wants of a religious community. 
The latter view now generally prevails (cf. Wend- 
land in Kautzsch, Pjeudepigraphen, ii. 1 ; ZNT W i. 
268). A third view is, that the undertaking was 
intended as an aid to Jewish propagandism. This 
explanation may find some support in the words 
of Philo (who expresses the hope that these laws 
will obscure those of the other nations, as the 
rising sun obscures the stars), and in the very 
first document which speaks of (£, namely the pro- 
logue of the Bk. of Sirach (compare the whole, 
especially A\\a koI rots ixrhs Siwaadai rods tfuXofia- 
Oovvras x/>7j<rijUOOT dwu Kal Xtyovras Kal yp&<porras). 

This last passage is also the first to speak of all 
three parts of the Hebrew Bible (fo/toj, rpod>^rai, 
Kal rd &X\a rdrpia BiBXla) as already extant in 
Greek ; Aristeas, Philo, and Josephus restrict 
their language to the Law, a fact to which Jerome 
emphatically called attention. If the LXX version 
was due to the wants of the synagogue, it is all 
but certain that the Torah was the first part trans- 
lated. How soon and in what order the other 
parts of the OT were overtaken is not made out ; 
nor has even the question how many different 
hands may be distinguished in the present collec- 
tion yet been sufficiently investigated. Two books 
only contain a notice bearing on this point. 

(1) Esther (see Jacob, ZATW, 1890, 241 if. ; 
Willrich, Judaica, Gott. 1900, 2ff. ; art. ESTHER, 
vol. i. 744). Willrich thinks that the fourth year 
of Ptolemy and Cleopatra, in which a priest and 
Levite, Dositheus and his son Ptolemy, are said to 
have brought ri)v xpo/cei/x&'ijf eVurroXqr 1)v t<paoa» 
tlfai Kal ip\ir)vtvK^vcu Awrlfxaxov IlroXe/xaiof tw iv 
'Upovo-aXfo (Est ll 1 ), was not that of Philonietor 
(B.C. 166-165) nor of Soter II. (B.C. 114), but that 
of Ptolemy XIV. (B.C. 48-47); but this seems very 
doubtful. 

(2) The second note, which is equally obscure, 
stands at the end of Job (in Cod. A even twice, 
with strange variations) : o&toi ipix-qvtitrai 4k tj}s 
I,vpiaKrjs BIBXov (cf. art. Job, vol. ii. 660, where it 
is translated, ' this man is described in the Syriac 
book as living,' etc.). 

In accordance with the usage of the ancient 
Church, we include in this article not only those 
books, the original of which was or is in the Hebrew 
Bible, but also those which were originally written 
in Greek, as the Wisdom of Solomon, or not 
received into all MSS or editions, as the Prayer 
of Manasses. In an appendix we shall refer briefly 
to similar literary productions, as the Psalms of 
Solomon, the Bk. of Enoch, and other 1 Pseudepi- 
grapha ' (see p. 450 b ). 

As <& was the Bible of the Early Church, it has 
a most intricate and complicated history ; it seems 
practical to begin with the history of the printed 
text, and to work our way backward as far as 
possible. 

iv. Printed Editions.— Long before the first 
edition of the New Testament in Greek appeared 
in print, a Greek and Latin Psalter was printed in 
Milan as first part of (5 (20th Sept. 1481), contain- 
ing among the Canticles at its end the Magnificat 

* On the notice of Aristobulus (Clement Alex Strom, i. 22 ; 
Euseb. Prop. Ev. 18. 12), see Scourer*, iii. 384-392. 
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and Benedictus from Lk l 49,88 . On the following 
editions of the Greek Psalms (Venice, 1486 ; Aldus 
[without date, c. 1497]; the Polyglot Psalters of 
Justiniani, Genua, 1516, and Potken, Cologne, 
1518), see Sst. iii. 7. 30-32. The first complete 
edition was the Complute.nrian Polyglot of Cardinal 
Ximenes (1514-17 ; the OT finished 10th July 1517), 
in which the Latin Vulgate is placed between 
the Hebrew on the left and ffi on the right, 
'tanquam duos hinc et inde latrones, medium 
a ut em Jesum.' 

8ee on it 8w. p. 171 ; Nestle, Introd. to Textual Criticism of 
NT, p. 1. On the ' Spanish Greek ' of this Bible, i.e. the places 
In which the editors translated passages missing in their Greek 
MSS for themselves into Latin, see Urt. 84, and Field 1 * edition 
of 1859, Append. ; Ceriani on Cod. Marcholianus, Ezk 33*7. 

Its text — best signature c— rests chiefly on the 
MSS lent by the Vatican, Ho 108, 248,* and a 
copy of the Venice MS Ho 68. 

The Complutensian was reprinted (1) by Arias Montanns in 
the Antwerp Polyglot of Plantin, 1560-72 ; (2) in Wolder^ 
Polyglot, Hamburg, 169C ; and (3) in the greatest of all, that 
of Michel le Jay, Paris, 1645. On (1) and (8) see Nestle, 
irUrod. lOf. 

The second great Greek Bible was that of Aldus 
Manutius and bis father-in-law Andreas Asolanus 
(1518, mense Februario), — signature a, — based, as 
the editor states, ' mult is vetustissimis exemplari- 
bus collat is ' ; as far as is ascertained as yet, on the 
Venice MSS 29, 68, 121. An interesting commen- 
tary on this edition is Steuchi Augustini Eugubini, 
VT ad Heb. veritatem collata editions Septuaginta 
interprets, Ven. 1529, 4°. 

This was reprinted (1) 1629 by Joh. Lonioerus, 8lrassbnrg, in 
the Lutheran order, with the addition of 4 Mac. [Ed. Px.Jand 
various readings from Ho 44 ; (2) 1645, at Basle, with Preface of 
Melon chthon, various readings and restoration of the common 
order in Proverbs and Sirach ; (3) 1550, at Basle ; (4) in the 
Heidelberg Polyglot ' in ofttcina Santandreana,' edited by B. O. 
Bertram, 158(617 (new title-pages, 1699, 1616); (5) 1597, by 
Franciscus Junius (du Jon ; others say Fr. Sylburg), with altera- 
tions from c, and useful notes, the basis of the Concordance of 
Trommius ; (6) 1687, by Nic. Glykas, Venice. 

The third and best edition was that printed at 
Rome, 1586 (most copies by pen, 1587 ; signature 
b), 'auctoritate Sixti V. Pont. Max.,' based chiefly 
on the Codex Vaticanus xar iloxfi* (1209 = Ho II., 
now B), but making use of the preceding editions, 
a c 1526, 1545, 1572, and of the MSS Ho 16, 23, 51. 

The prefatory matter is reprinted (partially) by 
Breitinger, Tischendorf, and others, and recently by 
Swete, Introd. Useful are the 1 Scholia ' at the end 
of most chapters from the other Greek versions, 
and the Church Fathers ; and an important com- 
plement is the Latin translation, published 1588, 

fetched up by Flaminius Nobilius (and others) 
rom the fragments of the Old Latin (vol. iii. 53*), 
with additional Notes to the Greek Text. 

Reprints : (1) Paris, 1628, by Joh. Morinus, together with the 
Latin of Nobilius, as even then copies were rare ; (2) 1653, 
London, R. Daniel, 4° and 8' (and Cambridge) ; (3) 1657, in the 
London Polyglot of Brian Walton, with useful additions (colla- 
tions from A D G, Ho 60, 75), and valuable Prolegomena, the 
latter reprinted by Wrangham, Carob. 1823, in 2 vols. ; (4) 1665, 
Cambridge, with the fine Preface of J. Pearson (see above) ; (5) 
1683, Amsterd.t* ; J (6) 1607, Llpeiss (prepared by Johannes 
Frick) ; (7) 1709, Franekerte, by Bos, source of many reprints ; 
(8) 1725, Amsterd., by Mill * (facsimile of cod. G and variants col- 
lected by Vossius, Ho 133); (9) 1730, Lips., Reineccius * ; (10) 
1759-62, Hale • ; (11) 1798-1827, Holmes-Parsons (see below) ; 
(12) 1805, Oxford*, 3 vols.; (18) 1817, Oxford*, 6 vols., with 
Pref. of J. O. [not B., as on the title] Carpzov, and variations 
from A: (14) Londini (without date), in edibus Valpianis* 
(905 pp.); (15) 1821, Lond., Bagstert* (very small print, 685 
pp.); (16) Lond., Bagstert* (without date, with an English 
transition, 1130 pp.) ; (17) 1822, Venice, Michel Glvkys, 3 vols, 
(not seen) ; (18) 1824, Upsisj, van Ess,« and often : , 1887, with 
nena and Epilegomena; (19) 1831 (Glasgow)**; 1843, 
p Tegg ; two very small vols., 667, 703 pp. f* ; (20) 1839, 

• On this designation see below. 

J Editions omitting the scholia are marked *, omitting the 
Apocrypha t ; no edition without the scholia is to be recom- 
mended, because they supply to those who cannot afford to 
procure Field's Hezapla a minor edition of the latter. 



Paris, Didot-Jager*, also Greek and Latin; often; (21) 1848, 
Oxford *, 3 vols.; 1875, improved in 4 Mac.; the latter reprint is 
the basis of the Concordance of Hatch-Redpatb ; (22) 1850, 
Lipsiae, Tischendorf *, « 80, 7 87, the last two reprints corrected 
and enlarged by collations of E. Nestle ; (23) 1874-76, Londini, 
Biblia Hrxaglottaf, ed. E. R. de Lcvante;! (24) the latest 
Polyglot advertised from Paris, to be edited by F. Vigouroux, 
printed by Didot, published by Roger <t Chernov itx, has not 
been seen by the present writer. From notices in the periodi- 
cals (Vigouroux, CUnivert, 4th Nov. 1898; F. Nau, Journ. 
Atiat., May -June 1899, 545 fl. ; Fonck, ZeUeehrift fur Kath. 
Thtol. xxiii. (1869) 174-180; P. Th. Calmes, RB, 1900, 301, 302) 
it is apparent that it is only a mechanical reprint of the Greek 
column in the Polyglottenbibel of Stier and Theile (1847-66), tha 
text of which is based on unsound principles. 

A merit of its own belongs to the fourth great 
edition which was begun by Ernest Grabe (tl712), 
and appeared in 4 vols. fol. or 8 in 8° at the Oxford 
University Press, only the first (Octateuch), 1707, 
and the fourth (Poetical books), 1709, during his 
lifetime, the second (Historical books), 1719, being 
finished by Fr. Lee, M.D., the third (Prophets), 
1720, by W. Wigan, D.D., ' ex antiquissirao codice 
Alexandrino accurate descriptnm et ope aliorum 
exemplarium ac priscorum scriptorum proisertim 
vero Hexaplaris editionis Origenianse emendatum 
atque suppletum additis sa>pe asteriscorum et 
obelorum signis,' with useful Prolegomena. 

As the title indicates, Grabe followed a twofold 
plan : (1) to represent the text of the Codex Alex- 
andrinus, and (2) to make his text at the same 
time correspond with the Hebrew text. This he 
accomplished by the use of smaller type for the 
changed and supplemented passages, placing the 
readings of the Codex in the margins, and insert- 
ing the critical signs of Origen. 

Orabe's text was repeated (1) by Breitinger, Turici, 4 vols. 4*, 
1730-32, compared with the Vatican ; (2) by Reineccius in the 
Biblia quadnlinguia, 1750, 1751 ; (3) hi a Bible issued by the Holy 
Synod of Russia (Moscow, 1821), but without any attention to 
the meaning of the additions in small type, to the marginal 
readings and the critical signs, thus completely spoiling the 
work ; and this is circulated *' iix*y!ut r^c kyt**inn limmint 

rvt&tv rmrvv rwr 'V-rnit as rmktuk \iimBi,xti\ *mrm r«f 
ftfowiw i* n* itt •'" rt «*<>i3<w imMitrf itfxuiti 'AAt£s>8^j>«v 
xutty and was repeated, as the title states, (4) is t»C i» 
M»rxp . . . inrvruBitrtt kpxmitu ' AxiZmtlpittZ KM^jui, in an 
edition of 4 vols, printed at Athens,_ tS* i? 'AyyX « 

irmifiut rii: rp*7 iimitrit rijr X^irruttimif •tmiidtl (1843, 46, 49, 
50). The 6th edition, based on Grabe, is that which Fr. Field 
prepared for the same Society at Oxford, 1859, avoiding as 
much as possible the faults inherent in the conditions of the 
task enjoined on him : see his preface, and Lag. SSt. i. 5-8. 

The result, so far, is, that we have up to the 
present day not a single edition of ffi based upon 
sound critical principles; for even the two editions 
which remain to be mentioned have not yet at- 
tained this end. These two editions Ave owe to 
the two great universities of England— the Vetus 
Testamentum Grxecum cum variis Lectionibus, ed. 
Robertus Holmes ( . . . editionem a R. H. incho- 
atam continuavit Jacobus Parsons), Oxonii, 1798- 
1827, 5 vols, fol.; and The Old Testament in 
Greek according to the Septuagint, edited for the 
Syndics of the University Press by H. B. Swete 
(Cambridge, 1 887-94, 1 1895-99, 3 vols. 8°). 

As early as 1779, Joseph White published a letter to the 
Bishop of London, suggesting a plan for a new edition of the 
LXX. In 1788 R. Holmes appealed to the liberality of public 
bodies and private persons, and obtained such a response as 
enabled him to procure collations from all parts of Europe. 
On the history of this edition, see an appreciative article in 
the Church Quarterly Review, April 1899, 102 ff., and 8w. 184 ff. 
It was the greatest attempt ever made to bring together a 
critical apparatus ; the list of MSS at the end of vol. v. numbers 
311. Of Versions used were those in Arabic (several), Armenian, 
Bohemian, Coptic, Ethiopic, Georgian, Latin, Slavonic, Syriac ; 
further, the quotations of the ancient writers from Philo and 
Josephus downwards. In spite of some points in the plan and 
in the execution of the work, which are open to criticism, it is 
a unique monument of the love to learning of the editor and his 
nation, and remains a storehouse of materials, indispensable to 



| The edition London, 1837 (ex editione Holmesii et Lamherti 
Bos, in 2 vols.), quoted by Sw. 182, from Urt. 67, seems 
identical with No. 19 ; whether the date 1819 given by Urt. 67, 
Sw. 182, for the edition of Valpy is correct, seems doubtful ; it 
is taken from Gnesse's Trttor, where editions are mention •", 
Glasgow 1822, I8" (=No. 19X and London, 1827 (= No. 16 ?> 
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all who have to do with the OT in Greek.* The work as sold 
at present is divided into 5 vols. fol. : I. (Pent) 1798, II. (Jos. - 
2Chron.) 1810, III. (Ezra-Cant) 1823, IV. (Proph.) 1827, V. 
(Apocr.) 1827 ; but it does not seem to have been published in 
this order (see Joe Amersfoordt, De variie lectionibu* Holm- 
erianin locorum quorundam Pentateuchi Motaiei, Lugd. Bat 
1815, p. 46> 

The text in the work is a reprint of b ; but, as 
it seems, after a copy of Bos, corrected, but not 
everywhere according to an original copy. Its 
value lies, therefore, exclusively in the apparatus. 

The advance that has been made in the course 
of the 19th cent, upon the work of Holmes-Parsons 
is due, on the one hand, to the discovery of new 
materials — for instance, the Codex Sinaiticus — 
which led to an enriching of the apparatus ; on the 
other hand, to greater exactness in using them, 
which was promoted especially by the progress 
made in the reproduction of MSS "by the various 
methods of photography. 

Of both advantages use was made in the Cam- 
bridge Septuagint (Sw. 188-190). The text is no 
longer that of 6, but of B itself, given in the first 
ed. after the so-called (printed) facsimile-edition of 
Vercellone-Cozza, revised for the second by Dr. 
Nestle, after the photograph of the Codex, in the 
apparatus the variants are given of such uncial MSS 
as have been published in a similarly trustworthy 
way ; above all of the Codices Alexandrinus, Sinaiti- 
cus, Ambrosianus, Marchalianus. This text will be 
repeated in the larger Cambridge Septuagint, the 

1'oint editorship of which is entrusted to A. E. 
Irooke and N. McLean. Its apparatus will em- 
brace the evidence of all uncial MSS and of a 
considerable number of cursives selected after 
investigation, with the view of representing the 
different types of text ; the Old Latin, Egyptian, 
Syro-Hexaplar, and Armenian versions ; and the 
quotations from Philo, Josephus, and the more 
important Christian Fathers. 

It is clear that the manual and even the larger 
edition are but a step towards the ideal of a truly 
critical edition. For the text is that of a single 
MS with all its faults, while in the manual edition 
the grossest blunders are corrected only occasion- 
ally (e.g. Gn 6 1 - 10 Xo^.lO" Zrfi, 32° /36et for iraldes ; 
but not, for instance, 36 S1 'IepowraXi)/* for 'I<t/xu)X, 
37 18 ivopeforro for irornptOovro, etc.). The present 
writer cannot but repeat his wish (see Proceedings 
of the 9th International Oriental Congress held in 
London, ii. (1892) p. 57 If.) that at all places where 
the text of the MS, and, in consequence, of the 
edition, is clearly false, the better readings might 
be placed on the outer margin, t Thus the ad- 
vantages of Grabe's plan would be secured and its 
disadvantages avoided ; we should get at the same 
time a diplomatic reproduction of the MS, and a 
hint as to the true reading. The Octateuch, form- 
ing the first volume of the larger edition, may be 
expected, as we are informed (Sw. 189), in the 
course of a few years. 

Editioss op Sisgi.e Books-.— A. Oarokical Books:— 
Quests:— Pentateuchut hebraice et grace, ed. O. A. Schu- 
mann, Lips. 1829, 8°. only part i. (Genesis) ; Genetit grace e fide 
editionit Sixtina aadita tcriptura diterejpantia e libri* manu 
script it a He collati* et edilionibu* Complutenti et Aldina ad- 
curatitsime enotata, ed. P. A. de Lagarde, Lips. 1808 (of per- 
manent value for its Introduction and its accuracy ; collations 
from ADEFGS, 29, SI, 44, 122, ISO, 135, a/*). 

Joshua: — Jonur lmperatori* HiMtoria ilhtttrata atque ex- 
plica ta ab Andrea Masio, Antv. 1574, fol., with new title-page 
1009 (valuable for its Introduction and its use of the Syro- 
Hexaplaric Version). 

* Comp. on some faults in the new edition of the works of 
Philo, which would have been avoided by the use of Holmes- 
Parsons, Philoloqut, 1900, p. 259 ff. ; or see Ulysse Robert in his 
Preface to the Latin Heptateuch of Lyon (1900, p xxxi) 

t To quote some of the examples pointed out in the paper 
mentioned — 

Is 8 21 text xirim, which is nonsense, for «t«j;/>«, ' idols ' ; 
1 Es 4« «£oi tor «ir?i ; Ps 77 (7K)» for ; Sir 7" 

27 1 42* iii*9if4t> for ; Sir 16*> xpiru tor *«**>, etc. 



Judges: —De grata LXX interpretum vertione Syntagma, 
J. Usserit, Lond. 1655. 4", in Ussher's Works, vol. vii. ; Liber 
Judicum lee. LXX interpretes, ed. O. F. Fritzsche, Turici, 
1867, 4' ; P. de Lagarde, SrptuagintaStudien, i., 1891 (two texts 
of chs. 1-5) ; The Book of Judge* in (J reek according to the text 
of Codex Alexandrinui, edited ... by A. E. Brooke and N. 
McLean, Camb. 1897. On a promised edition see G. F. Moore 
in the ' Internat. Crit. Comm.' on Judge*, p. xlv. 

Ruth: — By John Drusius, 'ad exemplar complutense,' Franek. 
1586, 8', 1632, 8' ; by L. Bos, Jena, 1788, 1 secundum exemplar 
vaticanum.' 

Psalms :— The Psalter is that book of the OT which was and 
is most used in the Church, especially in the Greek Church. 
In addition to the 82 editions mentioned in Sw. p. 192, there 
have come to the knowledge of the present writer editions of 
1521, Venice (mentioned by Grabe, Prol. to Ptalmt, ch. iii. $ 3, 
as lent to him by the Bp. of Ely ; but perhaps this may be a 
misprint for 1524 ; see British Museum Catalogue of Bible*, 
col. 396); 1526, Venice; 1545, 4 editions from Basle, Paris, 
Strassburg, Venice ; 1548, Basic ; 1584, Antwerp : 1605, Paris ; 
1652, London (different copies, with VotX^ /»» and YuXnpiH on 
the title-page); 1673, Venice; 1700 [t.l. probably in Bucharest]; 
1706, in Montfaucon's Collectio nova, i. ; 1740, Blanchini's 
Pialterium duplex ; 1743, Venice ; 1754, with the Commentary 
of Euthymius Zigabenus, reprinted 1857 in Migne's Pair. Gr. 
vol. 128; 1786, Paris; 1798, Constantinople; 1812, Baber, from 
Codex A ; 1820, Venice ; 1831 and 1836, London, Bible Society, 
with modern Greek; 1835, Smyrna; 1843, London, Biblia 
Eccle*iae Polyglotta ; 1855, Jerusalem ; 1873, Rome (2 editions). 

Job:— From Codex A, by Patrick Young, in the Catena of 
Nicetas, 1637, Franek or, 1662 (03). 

Proverbs :— 1504, Draconites (Polyglot). 

Esther:— Ussher, in his SyiUagma, 1655, Works, vol. vii. 
(the two texts), repeated Leipzig, 1696 ; O. F. Fritzsche, Zurich, 
1848, 1849 (two texts). 

Hosea:— Pareus, Heidelberg, 1605; Philippeaux, Paris, 1636. 

Joel :— Draconites, 1665. 

Amos:— Vater, 1810, Halle. 

Jonas:— Munster, 1524 ; Artopoeus, 1643. 

MIoah:— Draconites, 1566. 

Zechariah :— Draconites, 1565. 

Malaohl:— Draconites, 1564 ; Hutter, 1601. 

Isaiah:— 8. Munster, 1540, Polyglot; J. Curter, 1590, Pro- 
eopii Commentarii. 

Jeremiah:— 8. Munster, 1540 ; O. L. Spohn, 1794, 1824. 

Lamentations:— Kyper, 1552, Libri tret de re gramm. Heb. 
(Polyglot). 

Eseklel:— ItgiamX un • , Rome, 1840 (important). 

Daniel:— (a) The received text: Melanchthon, 1646; Wells, 
1716. (6) The LXX text : Rome, 1772 (Simon de Magjstris or 
A. Ricchinio), very important ; repeated Gottingae, 1773, 1774 ; 
Utrecht, 1775 ; Hahn, Lipsiss, 1845 ; new edition by Cozza, 1877 ; 
this text also in Holmes-Parsons, vol. iv. 1818; Oxf., 1848, 
1875 ; Tischendorf, 1850 ; Swete. 

B. ArocRTPiiA :— The first separate edition of the so-called 
Apocrypha appears to be that of Plantin, Antwerp, 1566, 4" : T« 
rtn Bi^am» nif*f, i iPrmini tLf\ii imt. This edition has the 
strange arrangement, that on the first three sheets the leaves 
are numbered and the lines counted on the margins, on the fol- 
lowing sheets the pages and the verses. The same arrangement 
appears in the copies, which have the title : To n» I)<£A<*» fupw, 
i Upturr) ypmQ\* tix tupirxtrn ; BiUiorvm pan Graca, Qua 
Hebraice non inuenitur, Antverpiae, 1584. A third edition, 
'cum interpretatione Latins ex Bibliis Complutensibus dep- 
rompta' (344 pp.), followed in 1612. Oi [tie .'] irizp^i (Ufiiw ; 
Libri VT apocryphi omnet Grace ad exemplar Vaticanum 
emendatietime expretri. Aecedit Oralio Manatii* et Prologue 
ineerti auctori* in Eecleeiatticum, Frankfurt, 1694. Later 
editions are: Halle, 1749, 1766 (Kircher); Leipzig, 1767 (Rein- 
eccius); Leipzig, 1804 (Augusti); Oxonii, 1805; Leipzig, 1837 
(Apel); London, 1871 (Greek and English); Leipzig, 1871 
(Fritzsche ; best edition hitherto). • A part of the Apocrypha 
is given in Liber Tobia, Judith, Oratio Manaua, Sapientia, 
Eccletiaiticus Grace et Latine, cum did it Scriptura parallelie 
. . . et ad calcem Eecletiaetici potitum duplex alphabetum 
ethicum Ben Sira, Frankf. et Lips. 1691. 

Toblt:— J. Drusius, Franeker, 1591, 4'; F. H. Reusch, Frei- 
burg, 1870, 4\ 

Judith :— A. Scholz, Commentar, Wurzburg, 1887. 

Wisdom :— M. Roberti Holkoth . . . in librum Sapientia . . . 
Salomonii preelections CCXI11. . . . cum ineerto Graco textu 
... led. by J. Ryterus], 1586, fol. ; Joh. Faber, Coburg, 1001 ; in 
Greek, Latin, and Armenian, Venice, 1827 ; F. H. Reusch, Frei- 
burg, 1858 ; W. J. Deanc, Oxf., 1881. 

81raoh :— See article Sirach. 

Books of Maccabees -.—Liber Hatmonaorum qui vulgo 
prior Maccabceorum Grace ex editione Homava, et Latine ex 
interpretatione J. Drutii, Franeker, 1600 ; Maccaliaorum liber 1. 
Grace tec. ex. Vat. . . . recudi curavit P. J. Bruns, Helmstadii, 
1784. 

For literature see Urt. 64 ft., Sw. 171-194. 

v. Earlier History of the Septuagint.— 
Much more complicated is the earlier, especially 
the earliest, history of ffi. Of its pre-Christian 

• Other editions In the complete (Polyglot) Bibles of Plantio 
of 1584; 1613, 10, 15; Aurelias Allobrogorum, 1009 ; Christian 
Bened. Michaelis, Zullichavia), 1741, 40 (the latter the only com- 
plete Bible in the original languages hitherto existing). 
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times we know next to nothing ; the history of <S 
is almost entirely its history in the Church. A 
Hellenist, Demetrius, who lived, as it seems, under 
the fourth Ptolemy, and wrote xepl run rfi 
'lovSala (3a<ri\4vy,* is the first known to us who used 
<S. The fragments preserved from other writers, 
such as Eupoiemus, Aristeas (the historian, not the 
author of ad Philocratem), Ezekiel, Aristobulus, 
are too small to show more than that these writers 
were acquainted with <&. More extensive is the 
use made of & in such hooks as Wisdom (16 M 
12 s 6 7 ), Sirach, 2 Maccabees (7 8 ), 4 Maccabees (18"), 
which became afterwards parts of <E, or in the 
Jewish portions of the Sibyllines. In the writings 
of Philo, which can be traced back only to the 
library of Origen, and have been transmitted to 
us probably exclusively by Christian copyists, the 

Juotations from the Law are very numerous ; those 
roin the rest of the OT are few ; quotations from 
Ruth, Esther, Ecclesiastes, Canticles, Lamenta- 
tions, Ezekiel, Daniel, are entirely absent. Yet 
it is difficult to get a clear impression of the Greek 
Bible he had before him. This is owing partly 
to the unsatisfactory state of his text in former, 
editions, t partly to the loose way in which he 
sometimes quotes the text: it is apparent, how- 
ever, that already his copy of ffi cannot have 
been free from errors. J 

Equally unsatisfactory is a comparison of Jo- 
sephus ; we must rest content with knowing, for 
instance, that for his description of the Restora- 
tion he used what is now called the First Book of 
Esdras (vol. i. of the present work, p. 760) ; but as 
to his relation to our chief MSS of the book we are 
uncertain. § 

Even the New Testament, with its great number 
of quotations, does not permit of any very definite 
statements, except that it proves again that 
textual corruption had already found its way into 
the copies used by the writers of the NT (cf. He 3 9 
iv doKifxaalq,, 12* ivox\v). Even then the situation 
must have been what is described as existing in 
his time by Origen— chiefly, it is true, with refer- 
ence to the MSS of the NT, but including also 
those of C5 — 

tvti ft Sr.Xttiri rtXXr) ytyttlt fi rSt a,nypi ftn Sia^tpi, tin art 
fmDvpuat Til** ypxQimt tin art ri'i.uw ritit f*»z&r,p£( rit Sup- 
Burttrt rit ypaftuitut tin uii i-rc rit rk imvrtit itxtum it tji 
iiipV&rU aptrniitrtn kftuptutrut.^ 

This variety of texts, strange as it may appear, 
is not difficult to account for. ( 1) ffi was liable to 
all the dangers connected with transmission to 
which literary works were exposed in the days 

• In On 263 he bad the additional two sons of Dedan in his 
text, Raguel and Nadbeel, and traced the descent of the wife 
of Moses to Raguel ; see Eus. Prop. Ev. ix. 29. 

t Not only earlier investigations into the quotations of Philo 
(Homemann, 1773; Siegfried, 1873). but also the latest and 
excellent work of H. E. Byte {Philo and Holy Scripture, 
London, 1895), were vitiated at the outset, because even Mangey's 
edition of Philo proved untrustworthy. To give one example. 
What was the name of the second book of the Law in PhUo's 
Bible? Byle says (p. xxii): 'Philo in one passage states that 
Moses gave to this book the title 'Eiayryi. . . . Elsewhere, 
however, he refers to it by its familiar Greek name "EftStt (e.g. 
i. 474, 509, 638).' But in all these passages we have now in the 
edition of Cohn-Wendland (iii. 4, 57, 230) the reading 'Eiayttyi, 
as offered by the better class of MSS. The poem of Ezekiel was 
also entitled 'Eiayvyii, not"EJ»3«f. 

1 A well-known instance is the reading rpatut in On 16> B , 
which is found in all our MSS of Q (for rat-tit, not Bmftit, as 
Melanchthon put in his edition of 1645), presupposed already 
by Philo (the same insertion of /> is illustrated by Codex F, spell- 
ing tipm-^aw for the third tB*-i>*t in Gn 49 s1 ; see Sw.'s edition, 
p. 807) ; compare also his etymology of B*p*S (On 16") = i» xaxtit, 
which presupposes Bapmx, a reading actually found in 7 MSS 
of <S, including the Lucianic ones, and in the Coptic version. 

9 On other questions connected with the Bible of Josephus, 
see below, p. 446* note *. 

|| See on this passage A. D. Loman (in ThTvU. [1873] 238 ; he 
wishes to read, liri in u»%9v»i r. *■ *■ yp- m ** riXpur.t 
rit) and Oikonomos (iv. 400 ; he proposes rtXf*tn t, >*, xa, ^x^f* 



before the invention of the printing-press. (2) These 
dangers were increased in the case of works 
which were frequently copied and used not only 
privately but also in public service. (3) ffi is not 
an original text, but a translation, or rather a 
series of translations, and therefore much more 
exposed to alterations than an original text; for 
every reader possessed of some knowledge of 
Hebrew, or of a different exegetical tradition from 
that embodied in G, might change his text (cf. 
the changes introduced in many MSS of the OT 
from the quotations in the NT, e.g. in Ps 13 3 from 
Ro 3 1U -^). (4) If the situation was bad enough 
before, it became worse when other Greek versions 
of the OT, especially those of Aquila, Symmachus, 
Theodotion, appeared and began to influence &. 
At last a comparison of ffi with jiH and the 
versions just named was carried out systemati- 
cally by Origen ; but what appeared to him a safe- 
guard against the calamity that threatened the 
text turned out— not by his fault, but by that 
of later ignorance and laziness — the worst aggra- 
vation of it. 

Continuing the passage quoted above, Origen 
goes on to say— 

rt,t piit tut if rtit ktriypaftit TlaXaisit Ai*M**H tiaftnmt, 
8uu SiSttrtC, tCp*pu, iararbai, xpiTT.pi* xfi rm f*"*' TX ' { 
ixSerurit ' rit yap kf*pj3*XXt.u.ittit aapk t<7; •' iih ri.t tw km- 
yptt$*t Simftnitu ri.t xpirit wur,nfi%tn kwi rit Xttrit utScntn n 
rvttiiti tKlittut hfuXkiapu*' xai ma put iZlXirxpttt it ri 'EJpa- 
tnS fx-r) tal/jMt, tii Trtu£>fi; murk t*>t<j npilXiit, ritk Si PUT 
krnfirxttt rptri8y.xxu.it, It* SiXtt r> bti .ut) xnputt trapk rtit t 
ix rit Xtiirit ixtirutt rvptftni; ri 'E.ipaixi aptrtHt,xetpLSt' mtti i 
fUt fityXtfMitt tffttrrtu aire, £ Si wptntmu ri rutirtt, i fitiXtnu 
rip) rijf trmptiStXTH murUt i) pit) %ut\rt\. 

We can sympathize with his joy (6eov SiS&rrot) 
at having found this criterion, though he used it, 
according to our view, in the wrong direction. It 
is of lesser weight that he simply took the Hebrew 
MSS which were at his disposal, and the Greek 
versions that agreed with them, for the original 
text. Whence he got the former we are not in- 
formed,* though we hear something about his 
intercourse with a Jewish Patriarch called Julius 
(Hillel?);t but he acted on a more dangerous 
principle when he took what agreed with JH or 
the other versions for the true text of <&, instead 
of what differed from them. X Animated by this 
principle, and instigated, it would appear, and 
helped by his ipyoSiwKTns, Ambrosius,§ he under- 

• Eus. (HE vi. 16) writes : TtrtCm ti tlriym rS 'Otiyitu 

rSt Ot'itn Xiymt xmxp'P"/*"* ilirmnt kt KM! rr,t 'E^ptutm ykirrmt 
ixfucSw, rkf ti *mpk rtit 'UiAouic ftptputxf rptrrtrvrtvt rnvrtut 
'J&pttitn rr«xi'«f yp*$k< xrf,pta Tint *ttf.r*rVtu, «m£>iv*W ti 
rkt r£t Iriptit ampk t$ut ' E$itpt(,xtrT* rk< iipkt ypKQkt tipiAT.tn- 
xtTtn Mirut, tou ntmt in fas trapk rkt n*Bviu*liufi.itm4 ipprw'imt 
iimXkKrrturat, rrn 'Axvktu mmi Jk/pifMXtv nai touirrUnf, iQtuput, 
it tvm tlY kriSit ix nttn pu/z&t rit nkXtu XjuBmttCnn XP* ,n 
?us cNjiivnc trptfiyuyu. 

t Jerome, Apol. adv. Huf. 1. iL (from the SO riput of Origen 
in It.), and Monttauoon, Hexapla prael. pp. 21, 79. Origen 
refers elsewhere to instructions he received from the Jewish 
side : for instance, from a Jewish convert (in Jer. 20, Hcntv. 20, 
Op. iii. 178). Nor do we know where he got his Greek text. It 
differs sometimes very strangely from that of his predecessor 
Clement. 

; Comp. the significant tvxiri in the scholion belonging to 
Origen's edition of Proverbs as published in Tischendorfi 
Notitia edit, cod id* Sinaitiei, p. 76, and by Oikonomos (rip* rtn 
»' iv. 903) : imt ti ipiXti wpirmutrmi pnriit, tuTi tvtt imtrt tori 
trapk riil ).t4*ti( ippUtlSVrtUf tvrl it ri 'ESpaix*, a>J,_k aapa 
rti't •'• xai irtit ti kmpirxti wpkpaitrm prtrtit, tvrtu it /uit_ rS 
'F.fftttix* ami rtit Xtiwitt ippuntivrtut i^Hpttrt, it Si rtit t' tun in, 
with the third axiom of Logorde (Anmerkungen zxtr grieekitehen 
Ubertetzung der Proverbun, 1863, p. 3 = Mitlheilungen, i. 21): 
' Wenn sich zwei Lesarten nebeneinander flnden, von denen die 
eine den Masoretischen Text ousdriickt, die andre nur aus 
einer von ihm abweichemlen Urschrift erklart werden kann, 
bo ist die letztere fur urspriiuglich zu haltcn.' 

| Eus. (HE vi. 18): "E»_ rtvrt, Mi 'Apt&piritt, rk rit OimXlt- 
rittu apttmt tiipirutt *pit rnl vat ' Upiyittut *ptr&iutputr,t iX*8i.xs 
iXiyX"'<< **' krkt inri ftrrit imrmuytiriut rr,t liatnat ri rit 
ixxXtiriarrmit ipBtS&at rptrrifanu \ty*. 83. 'Ef uuittv Si xmi 
'Slpiyitu rit ut rkt 9ti*t yp*fkt vrtputiptarmt iyhtrt kpxi, 'A^- 
fiptritv tit rk ptaXirra ttaptpflimtmirit puipiajf irais tZ . rptrptraiC, 
tv T*7t >ik Xtytit xmi wapaxXirttit tturi ptittt, mXXk xai k^Btttrrk- 
rail rkt iTiTudMi, X»P r » : ' ul - "W*!* **P •* T * *ktimn i irrk 
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took the greatest biblical work which Christian 
antiquity ever saw— the first Polyglot Bible, the 
bo -called Hexapla, and a smaller edition of it, the 
Tetrapla. 

i In the first column be placed the Hebrew text In Hebrew 
letters, in the second the same in Greek transliteration ; then 
followed the version of Aquila the Jew, — no doubt because it 
was the most literal one ; in the fourth column that of Svm- 
machua. Then followed the column of <3 with the critical 
marks ; finally, the version of Theodotion, as being a recension of 
O. For some biblical books, especially the poetical, he added a 
tfth, sixth, and even a seventh version ; • so that in those parte 
there were seven, eight, and even nine columns. The Tetrapla 
was an abridged edition— whether later or earlier is not quite 
certain,— containing only Aquila, Symmachus, 0, and Theodo- 
tion. 

Till quite recently Origen's great work was 
known only from the "description of Eusebius, 
Epiphanius, Jerome, and other writers, and some 
specimens preserved in scholia of biblical MSS ; 
but in 1896 Giovanni Mercati discovered in a pal- 
impsest MS of the 10th cent, at Milan the first 
continuous fragments of a copy of the Hexapla 
(Psalms). These helped ua to understand what an 
enormous task it must have been to arrange the 
whole OT in such a way, and at the same time 
showed also how easily mistakes might arise in it, 
and whence the variants come which are found in 
the statements about the Hexaplaric text. 

And now there has been published quite recently 
by C. Taylor another leaf from among the Hebrew- 
Greek Cairo Genizah Palimpsests from the Taylor- 
Schecbter Collection (Camb. 1900, 4°), containing 
a fragment of Ps 22. From this double-leaf the 
outer columns and some lines of the top are cut 
away, but it is at least 200 years older than the 
MS discovered by Mercati, and confirms the view 
that the arrangement according to cola (SieXuu* re 
rpbt ku\op), of which Eusebius speaks {HE vi. 16), 
consisted in this, that Origen generally placed 
only one Hebrew word, or at the most two, in one 
line, and was careful to see that the Greek corre- 
sponded to it exactly. Even so small a word as *?h 
in Hebrew, **» Greek, had a separate line. In 
the Cairo Palimpsest all the Hebrew lines, 105 in 
number, consisted— they are cut off, but we are 
quite certain about their extent — of only one word ; 
in the Milan-text this was the case with 10 out 
of 17, the rest contain two, none more than two. 
As a full page of the Cairo Palimpsest contained 
42 (or 43) lines, just as many as Codex B, which, 
when opened, represents with its six columns the 
appearance of the Hexapla, a manuscript of the 
Hexapla Psalter arranged like the preserved Cairo 
fragment must have filled about 450 leaves ; for 
the Hebrew Psalter has about 19,000 words.t As 
the Psalter is, further, something like the 14th or 
15th part of the Hebrew Bible, the whole Hexapla 

vir iptBfii* K;ni»-!*> InrmytptCtm, xpiff ttfmyfdmi ml&iiXiut 
*fMi&*rr$: ' ^ifiXitypmf*! ti tux fortuf, aft* nil i*> r > 

xttk>j?pmfHi qnoifUHuC St mwtttrut ri\t iitvrn t*» 'urirriiiim 
k$B»t»> vlpuvrin i 'Aspirin raptrrirun . pt&Xirt* tint 
wpiCrptm iri njr r£r irifttvtuinn rCtraiit. It is true, Eusebius 
speaks here only of the commentaries of Origen ; but Epiph- 
anius refers the help of Ambrosius also to the Hexapla, and 
• copyists ' (Si$>atyiM.c«) and 'type-girls' would be needed by 
Origen for this costly work even more than for his commen- 
taries, 

* Eusebius (HE vi. 16) goes on after the words quoted p. 442b, 
note * : if' St (the other versions besides Aquila, Symmachus, and 

Theodotion) iii rr,t i)v>.trr.ra. ritol ip' Ult tin t!i*t, airi rtZrt 
fj.iirt ittarf^-r.mrt, it ipm ri.t pit iCpn it *pi(_' Axriut Hiz*wiXn, 
rr,r ii it trip* riill virti' It yi pii.t ttit i{ i»X»7t raw 'I'mXptSt ftirk 
rmt iwirftuM ■rirem.pmt ix&irut »i fiitn tiutt«, iXXit xxi ixrtit 
mm.) ifiiipir.t TKOaOm ipiuinimt, i*i ftiit alBit rmpumu. Ja it 
Upix* qipr.pimt it wit)*, tutrm r«lf xmvm« 'Atrmitui t*i vltp 
2$lHp*v. TatCrnc ii i*Krmf ioi tainii rvncyayiit, inXit ti wpit 
njiXir, KJt'i imwapmSCt iXXi.Xetit ixiri xm't muri.t trf 'Kfipttltn 
rnuuifUrt, rm tSi XiyfUnn r.put i£«rAar kfriypctt* xarmXiXtirit, 
Sun rt)t ' AxiXtv xm.\ 1uu.u*%vj **' fMStr!mt Ixttrit ii/** rji rmw 
if&»HT,z**Tm it tm rirpttrXt'if inursmuinl. 

t For the neb. Psalter the Massoretic numbering does not 
seem to be preserved, but for the Syriac Psalter the number of 
words is given as 19,834, of letters as 90,852. 



would have filled more than 6000 leaves or 12,000 
pages. It is probable that these figures go beyond 
the real extent, for we may assume that other 
books were treated less luxuriously than the 
Psalms. At all events, the Hexapla was much 
larger than even the latest estimate supposed.* 
These specimens.t besides giving a glimpse of the 
whole, show at the same time that for the Church 
at large, and even for its most learned members, so 
costly a work was not necessary ; it was sufficient 
to copy the & column, and to place on its margins 
the most notable various renderings from the other 
versions. This was done partially already by 
Origen himself, and especially by his followers 
Pamphilus and Eusebius. Such manuscripts, more 
or less carefully copied by later copyists, trans- 
lated into Latin, Syriac, and Arabic, and excerpted 
by the commentators, are the sources from which 
hitherto our knowledge of the Hexapla has been 
derived, thanks to Drusins (1581, 1622), Nobilius 
(1587, 1588), Montfaucon (1713, 1769), and especially 
Fred. Field (1875, 2 vols.) : see on this highly de- 
serving scholar Expos. Times, viii. 160, 274, 325. 

The later fate of the original is unknown. 
Jerome saw and used it in the library of Ctesarea ;% 
perhaps it was destroyed by the invasion of the 
Arabs. A similar fate may have brought the 
codex, from which the Cairo-leaf was saved, into 
the hand of the Jew who used it in the eleventh 
cent, for a Hebrew liturgical book. In these 
specimens there was no occasion to apply either 
obelus or asterisk. In Gn 1 the first occasions to 
use the obelus occurred v.* -real tyivero oth-unX, v. 8 
-r ical elStr 6 Beds in «a\6v s <, v.* -f- «al aw-hx^V • • • 
i) Zijp&X. In vv. 8 - ■ the only document known which 
has preserved the obelus in the text is the Arabic 
version made from the Syriac ; on vv. 8 and * Origen 
himself, Basil, and some scholia testify that the 
obelized passages were not found in the Hebrew. 
The first occasion to insert a piece with the 
asterisk occurred at the end of v. 7 , where p •■Ti 
had no equivalent in <& and Origen supplied % Kal 
iyivero o&twj X , and bo on. 

These are simple cases ; but what was to be done 
when there was variation of order or difference of 
sense ! In the former case (different arrangement 
of tf\ and G, as in Exodus, Proverbs, Jeremiah) 
Origen adopted a twofold course. If the difference 
was not too great, he let the text of every column 
follow its exemplar, but marked these passages by 
both signs at once, asterisk and obelus (wt xapi 
raffi pir tpcpbfuva, o\ik if airrois 6e rorois). Elsewhere 

* See 8w. p. 74 : ' It is difficult to conceive of a codex or series 
of codices so gigantic as the Hexapla ... Its bulk would 
have been nearly five times as great as that of the Vatican or 
Sinaitic OT. It may be roughly estimated that the Hexapla, if 
written in the form of a codex, would have filled 3250 leaves or 
6500 pages ; and these figures are exclusive of the Qiiinta and 
Sexta, which may have swelled the total considerably. Even 
the Tetrapla would have exceeded 2000 leaves.'— According to 
the edietum Diocletiani copyists were paid at the rate of 25 or 
20 denarii for 100 lines, according to the quality of the writing. 
From the stichonietrical lists of the Bible we know that the 
Psalter bad 6100 lines, a complete OT about 80,000, a complete 
Bible about 100,000. This would make 25,000 or 20,000 denarii 
for the copying of an ordinary Bible. In the time of Constontine, 
Epiphanius, when becoming monk, reserved from his fortune 
for Duying the divine and life-giving Scriptures ft' fpur/xm 
(forty gold coins). 

t See p. 444 ; also the examples given by Field (i. p. xiv from 
2 K 23* fn 7 and Ps 109 (110) a in 9 columns. 
X 8ee tie Vir. 111. c. 64 ; commentarioli in P ml mot (ed. Dom 



vetustum Ongenis Hcxaplum Psalterium relegerem, quod ipsius 
manu fuerat emendatum, nec in hebneo nec in ceteris editioni- 
bus nec apud iptoi quoque Septnaginta interprete* repperi.' 
(All HSS have it, and the Syriac Hexapla has it). It may have 
belonged to those books in his library which Acaeiua and 
Euzoius took care ' in membranis instaurare,' i > rmftmriiit u>- 
nrtu, to transcribe from papyrus on vellum (Philonis opera, 
ed. Cohn Wendland, L p. hi; Jerome, de Vir. 1U. c. 113; <-i. 
34, i.). 
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(for instance in Jer 25 UIT -) he followed the order of 
£H, as did Lucian, Chrysostom, and all modern 
editors of Polyglot Bibles. No doubt Origen would 
make a note on this different arrangement, but 
this is missing in the documents as we now have 
them. 

The obelus appears under various forms, mostly 



— , but also with two dots 7 or-rj or without any 

dot 'V* ; bo especially in the Codex Sarravianus. 
The form 4- was called XrjfiplaKOt, — ' vroXvfmio-Kos ; 
their exact meaning is unknown, for what Epi- 

ehaniuH says about tneir difference is nonsense (see 
ield, Proleg. lix.). The metol>elus X (a mallet) or 
: signifies the end of the notation. As a specimen 



PS 22 (21) 20 83 FROM THE CAIRO PALIMPSEST. * 



Hebrew (supplied 


Hebrew in Greek 








Theodotioo 
(lost). 


from Hebrew 


transcription 
(.lost^. 


Aquila. 


Symmachus. 


a 






(TV &€ 


ffv Se 


ffv Off K 




mT 




uini 


mm 


mm 
















pmn 




fULKftVPip 


fuxxpar 


fiaKpvpns 








tax v P OT V* 


yerrj fiov 


Ttfv pOTjOiay fiov 








e is fiovBiap fiov 


rpos rift potfffiaw fiov 


eis Tiff apriXijif/iP fiov 




: fwm 




a Tew or 


orevoop 


rpoax^s 








pvaai 


e^eXov 


pvaai 




anno 




aro nax at PV* 


ajro fiaxcupy* 


aro pofi<patas 








<p"Xr)i> fiov 


TV <i"OCV MO» 


T7)P fpvxv A 40 " 




TO 




aro x el /x« 


e»c £«pot 


Kai etc X €l P°* 




aVa 




KVVOS 


KVVOS 


KVVOS 








fiowaxv f-ov 


ti\v fiovorrrra fiov 


ri)v fiovoyevif fiov 




M 'jyenn 




cuaop fie 


auaop fie 


auaop fie 




'SO 




aro arofiaros 


eic ffrofiaros 


««r arofiaros 








Xeovros 


XeoPTOs 


\eorros 




•npoi 




Kai airo Keparup 


xat aro Keparup 


Kai aro Keparup 




D'DT 






fiopoKepurup 


fiovoKepwrup 




[: 'jn'jy 




ciaaKovoop fiov 


ti\p KaKUffip fiov 


rijy rareipuaip fiov 










urztuvrmi 





• Whether or where the Qxiinta, Sexta, and Septima, which for ttus Psalm are expressly testified, had found a place in this copy, 
cannot be ascertained ; see, on these versions for this Psalm, besides the testimonies collected by Field, Jerome (Anecdota 
Maredsol. lii. p. 33) : ' quinta et texta editio : verba clamoris mei, v. 2.'— On the transcription ol nVT by nini, pipi, and its curious 
consequences, see a scholion of Jacob of Edessa in ZD MO xxxil. (1878) 465 ff. 

PS 46 (45) M FROM THE MILAN PALIMPSEST. 



Hebrew. 


The same in 
Greek Letters. 


Aquila. 


Symmachus. 




Theodotion. 


1 nxjo 1 ?] 


Xa/iavaoo-q 


TO) PIKOTOIU- 


ertPiKios' 


eis to re\os 


tu PiKoroiu 


mp '33^ 








Ttif I/I4H 




[\]aplvri-Kop 


tup viup Kope 


tup viup Kope 


vrep tup viup 


tois vtois Kope 










Kope 


a\- aX/iuB 


en peapionrrup 


vrep tup aiwyiuiv 


vrep tup Kpvdtiup 


vrep tup xpvduup 




oip 


aofia 


uSrj 


\f/a\fios 


uSrj 4-a\u«f 




eXueifi- Xofou* 


* 


o Oeos ijftip 


o Oeos >}fiup% 


o 6eos tjfiup 


ijn nono 


fuaae- ovo$ 


eXris Kai Kparos 


rerotdifois Kai 


Karatpvyn koi 


Karad>vyif Kai 








iaxvs 


Svpafiis 


Svpafus 


irnj> 


eft , 


fiorjOeia 


f}o-i)8eia 


fioi)6os 


(3ot)0os 


nma 


fioapuB 


ep BXirf/eoiP 


ep OXiipeaip 


ep 0Xi^e<rt 


ep 0Xi\pe<rip 




ve/ura fiuS 






fjpi%rirmi rjxtt 


rmn tvfurmf v.umt 


1KD KSOl 


evpeOi) t ffdtoSpa 


evfiOKOfiepos a<f>o- 


Tais evpovaais 


evpedr) atpoSpa 








5 pa 


iffias aipodpa. 




aX- x«"- 


en tovtu 


Sia tovto 


Sia tovto 


Sia tovto 


mm 


Xw- vipa 


ov dtopyOtio-OfieOa 


ov tpofivOrfffofieOa 


ov <po(3r)di]ffOfie0a 


ov (pofi-qdTfoofieda 


Toaa 


fkiafup 


ep tu apraXXaa- 
ffecBai 


ep tu X 9 iryjr;«<r0at 


ep tu rapaaaeadai 


ep tu Tapao-oeaBai 


P* 


aaps 


yvv 


m* 


tvp yrjp 


ttip yjfp 














D1D31 


ovpafiurr 


koii ep tu ffdtaX- 


Kai K\iPe<rOai 


koi fieraTidevOai 


Kai aaXeveadai 






XeoBai 










aptfi 


opv 




opt) 




a^a 




ep KapSia 


ep (capita 


ep Kapdta 


ep xapSia 


[O'D' 


lafitft 


OaXaaaup 


BaXaaffup 


OaXaaaup 


BaXaoo-up 



• In the MS A«»» came in the third column, replacing there Aquila's rendering, 
t MS, by a frequent mistake, doubling the r, n.^i0qr. 

J MS *<w» (from *««, see note t). | MS first-hand w. 
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ji the nse of these signs wo may take Ga Si 1 *"' from 
the Codex Sarravianus * — 

kcu we 

piere/iorro' r \j Tyv 
*\j aapxa Tijt atcpofiv- 
*V. crretat avruv : rar 

apfftjv :fc irarrtt ei-ep 

Xewi avrov' : eyeve 

As it Is of importance to have a view of the documents from 
which the <B column of the Hexapla can be recovered, the pres- 
ent writer had drawn up a list of all MSS which trace back 
their origin to the Ilexapla and Tetrapla, and designed stem- 
mata for them, but want of space forbids the printing of them 
here. One of the most important means is the Hyrioc version 
niado by Paul of Telia in the year 017 (=p), and, where this is 
defective, the Arabic version made by Harith ben Sinau ben 
Shabat so late as 1486 (see I'nef . of Holmes, vol. i.). The Hexapla 
is expressly cited in still existing documents as the source for 
Ex., Josh., 1 Kings, Ezra, Esth., Prov., Cant., Lam., Is., Ezek. ; 
the Tetrapla for Gen., Josh., Ruth, Is., Ezek., Job, 12 l'roph., 
Dan.; the Heptapla for 2 Kings. The 'Oxt*uAi2«> (Octapla) is 
occasionally quoted as having a different reading from the Titpa- 
rixiitt (Tetrapla) in a scholion on Ps 80 s («*ij t5 for u*,t*p 
2.*.). Ueptapla is used in p at 2 K \tfl ; Ili»T«ri (not 
TtTpmriXjltrt in Q at Is 8ec, for Genesis, Field on On 47»« ; 
for Ex., Josh., Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Kings, Job, Prov., Eccles., 
Cant., 12 Proph., Is., Lam., the notes of p, for Ezra and Esther 
the notes in Cod. 8, for Is. and Ezek. the notes in Q ; for Ezek. 
aud Dan. the Codex Chisianus. On the order of the biblical 
books in the Hexapla we are not perfectly informed ; in Q it is 
Octateuch, Kings, Chron., Ezr.(-Neh.), Judith, Tobit, Psalms, 
Job, Prov., Eccles., Cant., Wisd., Siraeh, 12 Proph., Jer., Bar., 
Ep. of Jer., Dan., Sus., Bel, Ezek., Isaiah. 

For Exodus a copy is attested, in which the Hebrew was 
compared by Eusebius with the Hebrew of the Samaritans. 
Seventeen such passages are preserved in ©, and 6 from 
Numbers, t Curious is the expression nink%Q&r.rui iff Z, iCpaun 
iinr > ■ » (Tischendorf, Xotitia, 122) ; the note in 8 at the end 
of Esther speaks of rit iiatrXi 'iXpiy-ttut ux' tturZ titeiuuint. At 
the end of Ex. ri xtrk rit ixhcmt ifxrki are distinguished 
from a inp§t HaxXtut. In the note at the end of Proverbs 
(Sw. p. 76) for na'i xi\n «£r« %i.p, we must read ul wiXiv 
tturtxufi, 'and again: by Pomphilus' own hand.' Strange is 
the quotation of Origen on La 1" {Op. iii. 252) xtrm Zuftfiutx" 

If the copies of the ffi column of the Hexapla, 
which it was the task especially of Pamphilus and 
Eusebius to prepare, had been copied with all its 
marks, it would have been well ; but later copyists 
neglected these completely, and produced thus 
what we may call krupto-uexaptane copies, com- 
pletely spoiling by tins carelessness the value of 
<G — such a copy is found, for instance, in the 
Codex Alexandrinus for 1 and 2 Kings. At the 
same time we have no right to complain, seeing 
that in the 19th cent, the same process was re- 
peated in the case of Grabe's edition.? 

Now it is clear that if we were to succeed, by 
a comparison of those documents which go back 
directly or indirectly to the Hexapla, in restoring 
its (5 column, we should have a Septuagintal text, 
but not the original one ; for, as indicated above, 
the principles on which Origen chose his text are 
not the true ones ; moreover, it would appear that 
he even further introduced little changes, so as to 
make his text correspond to the Hebrew, for instance 
in the matter of proper names, writing Yypffwp (Ex 
6") for TtSffuy, etc.§ We must therefore look for 

* Origen took this whole system of notation from the Alexan- 
drian critics of Homer, especially Aristnrchus ; see the passages 
quoted by Swete, p. 71, and the enumeration of the passages 
of Proverbs which varied in order from the Patuios codex, in 
Tischendorf's Xolitia, p. 76. How inconvenient this was before 
the invention of numbering the verses and chapters maybe 
seen there. 

< On other passages (On 4 8 S2S etc.) for which t» 1nn»puri»it 
is quoted, see Field, i. p. lxxxiiff., and S. Kohn, ' Samareitlkon 
una Septuoginta ' in Monatuehrift fur l\'i*sensch(tft de* Juden- 
thums, N. F. i. [1894] 1-7, 4(M)7 ; 7. DUG, 1803, 050. Kohn 
believes that there was originally a complete Greek translation 
of the Samaritan Targuni. 

J See above, p. 440' b , on the MOSCOW and Athens reprints of 
Grabe's edition of the Codex Alexandrinus ; and of., for its dis- 
astrous results, e.g. Oikonomos, ii. 251, on the reading Or,px, and 
Xip*> in Ps 131'8. 

§ Cf. Ps ll 4 , where tit rit Titers has nothing answering to it 
In Hebrew ; a scholion remarks tliat it mi» «> t» rttiSi t««» 
pin ap4W/3*kj* ; Up, 184, sob., Theodoret have for it ut ri,, «W 
finp. 



other sources. These have been found in the re- 
censions which Jerome mentions as being circulated 
in his times, besides the copies produced by Eusebius 
and Pamphilus. Jerome, who was almost the only 
one who opposed the popular views about ©, had 
also the right insight into the consequences of 
Origen's labours in textual criticism, when he 
wrote to Augustine — 

' Et miror quomodo LXX interpretum librae legos non puros 
ut ab eis editi sunt, scd ab Origcne emendatos give corrtiptot 
per obelos et asteriscos. . . . Vis amator esse verus Septuoginta 
interpretum, non legas ea, qum sub asteriscis sunt, imo rone de ' 
voluminibus, ut vetenim te fautorcm probes. Quod si feceris, 
omnes ecclesiarum bibliothecas damn are cogens. Vix enim 
uc us out alter invenietur liber qui ista non habeat.' 

He mentions several times three sets of Bible 
texts as used in his time (Prof, in Paralip., adv. 
Ruf. ii. 27)— 

' Alexandria et ^Egyptus in Septuaglnta suis Heiychium laudat 
auctorem, Constantinopolis usque Antiochiam Luciani (var. lee. 
Juliani) martyris exemplaria probat, media; inter has provincie 
Pahestinos (oar. fee. -n») codices leglint quos ab Origene elabor- 
atos Eusebius et Pamphilus vulgaverunt ; totusque orbis hac inter 
se trifaria varietate compugnat.' 

The Gothic priests, Sunnja and Fretela, who had 
addressed him about questions in textual criticism, 
he instructed in the year 403— 

' Aliam esse editionem quam Ori genes et Crosarienais Eusebius 
omnesque Gnacic tractatores **>>,», i.e. communem appellant 
atque vulgatom, et a pie risque nunc A»vxm>it * dicitur, aliain 
Septuoginta interpretum qu» in ii*x*.tit codicibus reperitur et 
a nobis in latinum sermonem fldeliter versa est et Jerosolyme 
atque in orientis ecclesiis decantatur . . . xtirr, autem ista, hoc 
est communis, editio ipsa est que et Septuoginta, sed hoc interest 
inter utramque quod pro locis et teniporibus et pro volun- 
tate scriptorum vetus corrupta editio est, ea autem que habetur 
in IhtwXnt et quam nos vertimus, ipsa est qua) in eruditorum 
libris in corrupta et immaculaU Septuaginta interpretum trans- 
late reservatur.' 

About the person and the work of Hesychius we 
know very little. He may have been (not the 
lexicographer of the second half of the 4th cent., 
who was a pagan, but) the martyr-bishop mentioned 
by Eusebius, HE viii. 13, together with Phileas of 
Thmuis (Sw. 79 : 'It is pleasant to think of the 
two episcopal confessors employing their enforced 
leisure in their Egyptian prison by revising the 
Scriptures for the use of their flocks, nearly at 
the same time that Pamphilus and Eusebius and 
Antoninus were working under similar conditions 
at Cn»sarea '). The fruit of his work is now sought 
for the Octateuch in the MSB 44, 74, 76, 84, 106, 
134, etc. (see N. McLean, JThSt, ii., Jan. 1901, 
p. 306) ; for the Prophets, at least for Isaiah and 
the XII, in Q and its supporters, 26, 106, 198, 306 
(see A. Ceriani, de codtce Marchaliano, Hoime, 
1890, pp. 48 tt'., 105 fl - .). 

More clearly defined is our information about 
Lucian and his work (see on him Sw. p. 80 tt'.). 
Westcott-Hort came to the conclusion, that for 
the NT the growing diversity and confusion of 
Greek texts led to an authoritative revision at 
Antioch, which was at a later time subjected to 
a second authoritative revision, carrying out more 
completely the purposes of the first. Of known 
names, they wrote, Lucian's has a better claim 
than any other to be associated with the early 
Syrian revision. These revisers of the NT 'evi- 
dently wished their text to be as far as possible 
easy, smooth, and complete, and for this purpose 
borrowed freely from all quarters, and as freely 
used the file to remove surviving asperities ' (e<i. 
min. p. 557). This description agrees fully with 
our information about the Lucianic revision of the 
OT, and with the observations we can gather from 
the existing documents, in which it is found to sur- 
vive, for the Octateuch in 19, 82, 108, 118; in the 
Historical l>ooks 93 is to be added ; in the Prophets 
22. 36, 48, 51, 62, 90, 93, 144, 147, 233, 308. 

The Lucianic recension is of the highest value 
• Oikon6mos, iv. 99, wishes to read A»uxnuU. 
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for the textual criticism of the Hebrew OT ; for 
the Hebrew MSS, used by Lucian at Antioch, 
seem to have been different from those which were 
at Origen's disposal, further removed from the 
traditional Hebrew text ; but it must not be con- 
founded, as its editor P. de Lagarde was careful 
to warn us (see especially Mittheilungen, ii. 171), 
with the Septuagint. On the question, whether 
among the materials used for his revision the 
Syriac version was also included, and the other, 
how his revision is related to the Latin versions, 
see Nestle, Intiod. p. 182. * Tlie statement 
that his autograph copy in 3 columns was, after 
his martyrdom, found at Nicoraedia, we see no 
reason to doubt (against Sw. p. 85). t 

No express statements emanating from later times 
are known to the present writer regarding attempts 
to revise ffi. That the emperor Constantino 
ordered 60 Bibles for his churches from Eusebius, 
and that Athanasius procured for Constans xwrWa 
tup Ofluv ypaipdv, may be mentioned in this con- 
nexion. Later emperors and empresses showed 
their religious zeal partly by writing copies with 
their own hands. The history of © passed on to the 
nations, which received it in the form of translations. 

vi. Versions made from the Septuagint.— 
If we are to tmst the statement of Zosinius Pano- 
politanu8(see Oikonomos, ii. 328), the Hebrew Bible 
was translated for Ptolemy at one and the same 
time into Greek and into Egyptian ; but Latin, not 
Egyptian, was probably the first language into 
w Inch ffi was translated. 

On the Latin versions of ffi see the exhaustive 
article of H. A. A. Kennedy in vol. iii. p. 47 ff. t 
The most important addition to note ie the publica- 
tion of Heptateuchi partis posterioris versto latina 
antiquissima e coaice Lugdunensi par Ulysse 
Robert (Lyon, 1900, 4°). This discovery, already 
noticed by Kennedy (p. 49), called by McLean the 
most important event of the past decade in con- 
nexion with Sept. studies (Jl'hSt, ii. 305), shows the 
mixed character of the Latin Bible text, already 
acknowledged by Kennedy, in the most striking 
way ; no Greek MS or group of MSS being known 
to which this Latin text adheres persistently. And 
the second, not less puzzling feature of these Latin 
texts becomes once more apparent, namely their 
variety. Cf., for instance, l>t 31 in the L[ugdun- 
ensis], M[onacensis], and Wfirceburgensis]. 

V." KaT&Ppupa com est io L \ 
devoratio M J- 
interitus W. J 
ital 0Xty«i(-«O et tribulatio L 

et tribulationes W 
omitted altogether M. 

V. 20 «col i/nr\tja04rret Koptyxovai 

et repleti recedent ( = xupfaov<ri) L 
et satiati descendent ludentes M 

(=XO/xwrowrt, or raliovrts) 
et saturati alienabuntur W. 

* E. Kloetermann (Origenet" Werke, iii. p. xi) promises an in- 
vestigation on the Jeremiah text used by Origen, which agrees 
frequently with the group of MSS which are considered as 
Lucian ic. Adam Hez {Die Bibel de* Jotephus unterrucht fur 
Bitch v.-viL der Archaologie, Basel, 1895) notices that the Bible 
used by Josepbus shows in Judges and Samuel many agreements 
with Luciamc readings, and presupposes, therefore, an ' Ur- 



Lucian.' The paper on ' Lucian's recension of the 8eptuagint ' 
(Church Quarterly Review, Jan. 1001, pp. 379-398) came to the 
knowledge of the present writer too late to be used for this 



article. 

t On a copy $oing back to Basil, see Syncellus (Chronogr. p. 

882) : it it; ii * my pit* Ximt ixpiSaiftitti tuiri ti rnyai,, ul 
rti r m t mr, i* rtif it Kmirctpiim ^i^XitMiinfj it « tmi ixtyiypnrt, 
is i J*iy*< **' 86* BuriXutt, « if it i*l7i« ctriypsipr, mtriffaXit 

tiipOiemTt. In this copy 8yncellus found 28 (*» ) years for the 
reign of 4wxii in 2 K IS". This number is found to-day In the 
MSS 65, 56, 64, 119, 245, 246. 

J The influence which (5 exercised on the formation of the 
mediaeval Roman and even Teutonic languages through the 
medium of the Latin Bible version can be only hinted at. Even 
words of common life like canape, eidre, And their origin ulti- 
mately in ffl. 



In the Bk. of Judges the new text sides regularly 
with A against B ; in some cases (l 9 5 V - M ) it alone 
offers what seems to be the original reading (see 
McLean, I.e.). On Wisd., Sirach, Esth., Job, 
Judith, 1 and 2 Mac, Passio Maccabieorum, Bar., 
3 Es., Cant., see Ph. Thielmann, 'Bericht iiber 
das gesammelte handschriftliche Material zu einer 
kritischen Ausgabe der lateinischen Ueberset- 
zungen biblischer Biicher des alten Testamentes ' 
(Sitzungsberichte der K. bayer. A had. d. Wits. 
1899, Bd. ii. Heft 2, pp. 205-243). 

On the Egyptian versions see Forbes Robinson 
in vol. i. p. 668 ff. There is but one important 
addition to mention — The earliest known Coptic 
Psalter, edited by Wallis Budge (Lond. 1898). 
F. E. Brightman (JThSt, ii. 275) has shown that it 
represents the complete Greek text, of which U 
contains fragments, and that it has some remark- 
able readings, which do not occur in the common 
Greek text but only in Latin documents, e.g. i^aal- 
\twrtr dwo fi/Xou in Ps 95 10 , which is quoted from 
Justin onwards. Cf. further, Lieblein, ■ Thebansk- 
Koptick Oversaettelse af Davids 89. 90 Psalme' 
{Academy of Christiania, 1896) ; W. E. Cram, 
•Coptic Studies' in Eg. Expl. F. Rep. for 1897, 
1898). 

On the Ethiopic versions see R. H. Charles in 
vol. i. p. 791. With the fact quoted there that 
the Ethiopic Bible at no time contained the books 
of Maccabees, compare the parallel fact that they 
are unknown also to the Canon in the 39th festal 
letter of Athanasius and in Codex B, which is con- 
nected by Rahlfs with Athanasius (GGN, 1899, i. 
p. 72). 

Scarcely any addition has been made to the 
Arabic versions since they were treated by F. C. 
Burkitt in vol. i. p. 136ff. 

Of the Gothic version ascribed to Ulfilas, only a 
few fragments of the OT are extant, from Gn 5**, 
Ps 52°, Ezr 15. 16. 17 (not 2 s - 43 ) ; but these are 
sufficient to show that Ulfilas, as might have been 
suspected, followed the recension used in Constan- 
tinople—that of Lucian. The best edition is that 
of Uppstrom (Upsala, 1854, 1857, 4°), the most con- 
venient that of Stamm-Heyne ("1896, in which, 
however, as in all, the order in Ezra must be re- 
versed in the way indicated above), or E. Bernhardt, 
1884. • For the literature see Sw. p. 116; Urt. 
119-121. 

The recension of Lucian is the basis also of the 
Slavonic version (first printed at Ostrago, 1581). 
From the quotations m Holmes (on Gen.) one 
might almost conclude that its present form is 
based on the Aldine edition of 1518, so frequently 
does it agree with it. For literature see Urt. 
p. 215 (Leskien) ; Sw. p. 120 ; Holmes, Prof, in 
Pent. 

The Georgian version was used for Holmes (see 
Pracf. in Pent.), but the first edition (Moscow, 
1743) was made conformable to the Slavonic Bible 
by the Prince Vakhusht, son of Vakhtang, king 
of Georgia. See Urt. p. 161 ; Sw. p. 120. 

The Armenian version (see the article of F. C. 
Conybeare in vol. i. p. 151) rivals, in importance 
for the textual criticism of ffi, the Syriac, and will 
be used for the larger Cambridge edition of ffi. 

The version of the OT which came into common 
use in the Syriac-spe&k'ing churches was made 
from the Hebrew, though it occasionally under- 
went influences from <K (see art. Syriac Versions). 
But besides this common version (Peshitta), the zeal 
of this Church produced a translation of <8r, prob- 
ably the most literal that ever appeared in any 
language, and therefore of the greatest importance 
for the textual critic. It was the woric of one 
Paul, bishop of Telia dhe Mauzelath (Constantino 

• An American edition was published by O. H. Balg, Mil- 
waukee, 1891. That of Massman is from 1855-1867. 
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in Mesopotamia), and was executed by him in 
Alexandria in the years 616-617. There he had at 
his disposal several MSS, which went hock — with 
few intervening links — to the very Hexapla or 
Tetrapla of Ongen ; hence the usual name of this 
version, the Syro - Hexaplar. Andrew du Maes 
(Marias, tl573; see on his merits Sst. i. 13-16) 
possessed a copy containing part of Deut., Josh., 
Judges, 1 and 2 Sam., 1 ana 2 Kings, Chron., Ezr., 
Esth., Judith, and part of Tobit. Unfortunately, 
this codex has disappeared ; but what, in all likeli- 
hood, is the second volume of it, is preserved at 
the Ambrosian Library at Milan, and was given to 
the world through the labours of Ceriam and a 
generous gift of Frederick Field {see above, p. 443 b ) 
as the Codex Syro-Hexaplaris Ambrosianus in 
a photo-lithographic facsimile edition as torn. vii. 
of the M onumenta sacra et prof ana (Milano, 1874, 
fol.); while the other parts that survived of this 
version (from Gen., Ex., Numb., Josh., Judges, 
1 and 2 Kings) have been most carefully edited 
in the last work of P. de Lagarde (Bioliothecat 
Syriacas a Paulo de Lagarde collector qua; ad Philo- 
logiam Sacram pertinent, Gottingae, 1892, 4°, 
finished by A. Rahlfs). Of the former publications 
— see the list in Nestle, Litt. syr. p. 29 f.— only 
that of Thomas Skat Rordam {Librt Judieum ct 
Ruth secundum versionem syriaco - hexaplarem, 
Haunioe, 1859-61, 4") deserves mention, on account 
of the 'Dissertatio de regulis crammaticis, quae 
secutus est Paulus Tellensis in Veteri Testamento 
ex Gneco Syriace vertendo' (pp. 1-57), together 
with Field's Otium Norvicense, sive Tcntamen de 
Religuiis Aquilat Symmachi et Theodotionis e lingua 
Synaca in Graxam convertendis, Oxon. 1864, 4°. 
On account of the MSS used by Paul, and the 
principles followed by him, this version forms our 
chief authority for the text of Origen's recension. 
On the Arabic translation based on it see above, 
p. 445*. For the literature see W. Wright, art. 
•Syriac Literature' in Encyc. Brit. vol. xxii. = 
Short history, p. 18 ; Field, Hexapla, i. p. lxviirf. ; 
Sw. 112 ff. ; Urt. 117. 

On other attempts to translate parts of <& into 
Syriac, by Polycarp in the 5th cent. (Psalms), 
Jacob of Edessa in the years 704-5, see Sw. 
p. 115 f. ; Gwynn, Diet. Chr. liiog. iv. 433. 

On the fragments of translations in the so-called 
Palestinian dialect, we may refer to Sw. p. 114f., 
and especially to F. C. Burkitt ( ' Christian Pale- 
stinian Literature' in JThSt, ii. 174 11". ). The frag- 
ments enumerated by Sw. p. 115, from Gen., Ex., 
Numb., 1 Sam., 1 Kings, Psalms, Prov., Job, 
Wisd., Amos, Micah, Joel, Jonah, Zech., Is., 
Jeremiah, have been augmented since by the 
publication of Palestinian Syriac texts from pal- 
impsest fragments in the Taylor-Schechter collec- 
tion, edited by A. S. Lewis and M. D. Gibson 
(Lond. 1900, 4°), containing portions of Numb., 
Deut., Psalms, Is., Jer., and — as recognized by V. 
Ryssel — of Sirach (frag, xviii.). On the date and 
place of this whole literature see Burkitt, I.e. 

Up to the present day several of the Churches 
in which these various versions of <5r arose, have 
never emancipated themselves from them. But 
even in those parts where, as in the Latin West 
through Jerome, or in modern Europe through the 
influence of the Reformation, new Bible versions, 
based on the Hebrew original, came into use, there 
is still, in greater or less degree, an echo of <& to be 
heard through worship and theology. It may 
suffice to recall the Prayer-Book version of the 
Psalms, or even the latest revision of the English 
Bible, in which it is not the names alone of the 
books of the OT from Genesis to Ecclesiasticus that 
tell of this first and most remarkable of all bibli- 
cal versions. 

Materials for the Restoration of C— 



The materials for the restoration of ffi are, as can 
be gathered from the preceding history, (1) manu- 
scripts, (2) versions, (3) quotations. 

(1) Manuscripts. — The MSS used for the work 
of Holmes- Parsons are counted at the end of vol. v. 
as 31 1 ; I. -XIII. , being uncial MSS, are designated 
by Roman, the rest, being cursives, by Arabic 
figures. There are some mistakes in this list : 23, 
for instance, the Codex Venetus, is an uncial 
codex ; others, counted under different numbers, 
have turned out to be parts of one and the same 
MS. Another system of designation, used by 
Lagarde and in the Cambridge Septuagint, is to 
denote the uncial MSS by the capital letters of the 
Latin (and Greek) alphabet; for a particular class 
of MSS Lagarde used small letters of the Roman, 
Cornill (in Ezekiel) of the Greek alphabet. It 
will be the task of the large Cambridge Septuagint 
to introduce a system of notation that will be 
generally accepted. ; meanwhile it is best to adhere 
for the uncials to the system of Lagarde-Swete, for 
the cursives to Holmes-Parsons, always keeping in 
mind that the sharp distinction between uncials 
and cursives is in no way justified. 

As to the contents, the MSS may be divided into 
those which contain the whole Bible (OT) or parts 
of it, the Octateucb,* the Historical, Poetical, and 
Prophetical books. Most frequent are MSS of 
the Psalms. The arrangement of these groups, 
and of the books within each group, varies greatly 
(see Sw. pp. 195-230 : ' Titles, Grouping, Number, 
and Order of the Books '). 

The books of Moses seem to stand at the head 
with no exception, and in all MSS the order seems 
to be the usual one, the inverted order, Nu. Lev. 
being attested only by Mel i to (Eus. HE iv. 26; 
Sw. p. 203), in the list published by Mommsen 
(Sw. p. 212), and by Leontius of Byzantium (Sw. 
p. 207). In Latin the third book is sometimes 
called Leviticum, the fifth Deuteronomita. Philo's 
designation of the latter, ij 'Evtvonit, is taken from 
the Dook of Plato so inscribed ; Judges he calls 
7; rwr Kptudrui> (iifiXoi. The counting of four books 
of Kings or rather Kingdoms (IW(Xe«2r) has been 
retained by the Latin Bible, partially also the 
name UapaXeirSfitya. for Chronicles. The form 
\lapa\eix6fit*ai occurs not only in Gregory of 
Nazianzus and Leontius (see Sw. pp. 205, 207), but 
also in Origen (new Berlin edition, hi. 74, 1. 15 ; 
not decisive iv rpdrry [itvripq.] tuiv II., i. 341, 
ii. 874). On the other books and their names see 
Sw. p. 216 ; but note that the last books are gener- 
ally called rb. MaKKapaiKd, books treating of (Judas) 
MaccaboMis; the extension of the name to the 
whole family, now generally in use, the Maccabee* 
(plural), is not original. On the grouping of the 
books {Historical, including Pentateuch, Poetical, 
Prophetical) see Sw. p. 218 ; on their number, Sw. 
p. 219 ; art. C anon in vol. i. p. 348 ff. ; on the 
internal order, Sw,. p. 226. The statement of J. 
M. Fuller {Speaker's Commentary on the Apocrypha, 
i. 368), that the MSS ordered by Constantino from 
Eusebius were 'the first complete Greek Bible,' 
and that it contained apparently the books of the 
Hebrew Canon and the Alexandrian version of 
the Apocrypha added as an Appendix, does not 
seem to rest on sure foundation. When Eusebius 
writes that he sent off the books iv ro\vrt\un 
rjaKTjfjJyot's re0x efft Tpto-o-a xal Tcrpao-o-i, the most 
probable explanation of the much disputed closing 
words seems to be, that each Bible consisted of 
three or four volumes. In a note at the end of 
Esther in the Codex Sinaiticus it is stated that it 

* Greek MSS mostly count Oen.-Ruth as book* 1-8, m t*r«- 
rivxH ; the Latin MSS Gen. -Judges as UepUUeuehriB ; the word 
Hexateuch, now 80 much in use that it has an article devoted 
to it in the present work, teems to be an innovation of the late 
19th century. 
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was compared with a MS belonging to Pamphilus, 
which dpxV f^v elx f " r V* rptlmjt t&v BaoiXciwv, 
e/r Si tV 'E<r0ijp IXrryev. From this it is probable 
that it was arranged, not like B, which inserts the 
seven Poetical books (the five Canonical + Wisdom 
and Sirach) between Ezra and Esther, nor like A, in 
which the Prophets follow Chronicles, and after 
them Esther, but like S and N, in which Ezra and 
Esther follow immediately upon Chronicles. This 
would give a Bible of four volumes (Octateuch, 
Historical books, Prophetical books, Poetical 
books). 

As regards their age, the MSS range from the 
3rd to the 16th cent. To the 3rd cent, is ascribed 
a scrap of papyrus in the British Mnsenm, yield- 
ing the text of Gn 14' 7 (Pap. ccxii. ; see Sw. p. 146) 
and the fragment of a Psalter (cont. Ps 12 7 -15*), 
'the oldest Bible MS in any language in the 
British Museum and one of the oldest in existence 
anywhere' (see Facsimiles of Biblical Manuscripts 
in'the British Museum, edited by Fred. G. Kenyon, 
1900, pi. i. Pap. cexxx.). 

It is impossible to give here a list of the MSS of 
G, or even of the uncials ; some of them have 
been treated under separate articles ; see the 
letters AtfBCL ; we must refer to Sw. p. 122 fT. 
and the literature quoted there ; only some supple- 
mentary remarks may be offered— 

In A (Alexandrinus) the Psalter appears not ts 
have been copied from the same original as the r«rt 
of the MS, but taken from a separate Church-Psalter 
(just as in the Aldine Bible of 1518). Hence the 
additions before and after the Psalms (letter of 
Athanasius, canon of morning and evening psalms, 
etc. ; Canticles). It would be well to control its 
use in the Cambridge Septuagint by comparison 
once more with the original or a former collation ; 
see, e.g., 1 Es 4 M A + airruiv ; 2 Es 7 s A has vptbrov, 

not narpyov). 

On the connexion of B (Vaticanus) with Athan- 
asius see Th. Zahn, Athanasius und der Bibel- 
kanon (Erlangen, 1901 : Sonderabdruck aus der 
Festschrift der Universitat Erlangen zur Feier 
des . . . Prinzregenten Luitpold von Bayern), p. 
33 : 'It must be seriously considered whether the 
famous Codex Vaticanus is not that Bible which 
was produced by Athanasius at the order of 
Constans at Borne about 340 through Alexandrian 
copyists ' (see Nestle, Introduction, p. 181, where 
in the note read ' Constantius ' for ' Constans '). 
Ceriani's view, that B was written by a Western 
scribe, had been proposed already by Richard Simon 
(Hist. Grit, du NT, c. 32). That it contains the 
recension of Hcsychius, was for the first time, as 
it seems, stated by Grabe ; Masius believed it was 
that of Lucian, Montfaucon that of Origen. On 
the text of Judges in this MS see below. 

S is a more convenient symbol than X for the 
Codex Sinaiticus, and is adopted in Swete. That 
the copyist who wrote the note at the end of 
Esther on the collation with the Codex of Pam- 
philus is identical with the corrector K° ia an im- 
portant hint for the restoration of the recension 
of Eusebius-Paniphilus. 

D (Cottonianus). As this famous MS was reduced 
by fire in 1731 to a heap of charred and shrivelled 
leaves, it would be worth while to make investiga- 
tions whether the collation mnde before that time 
by Wetstein (NT i. p. 134) is still in existence. 
On the relation of its pictures to the mosaics of 
San Marco in Venice, see J. T. Tikkanen, Die 
(iencsismosailcen von San Marco in Vencdig und ihr 
Verluiltnui zu den Minittturcn der Cottonbibel, etc., 
Helsingfors, 1889, 4° (Acta Soc. Scieut. Fenn. 
xvii.). 

G (Sarravianus). Add to the publications men- 
tioned by Sw. p. 137 : — P. de Lagarde, Semitica, 
Zweites Heft, Gott. 1879 (vol. xxv. of the ' Abhaud- 



lungen,' etc. : ' Die pariser blatter des codex 
Sarravianus '). 

M (Coislinianus), collated by Wetstein (NT L 
134), for a great part by Lagarde (Sgmm. ii. 142 ; 
Ankiindigung, iii. 27 ; Sot. i. 8). 

Q (Marchalianus). The distinction established 
by Ccriani between the origin of the text and of 
the marginal matter in this MS, the latter only 
being Hexaplaric, is a great help for the classifica- 
tion of the MSS of (Sr. 

On the 23 uncial MSS, or part* of such, which 
have not yet been used for any edition, and remain 
for the present without a symbolical letter or 
number, see Sw. 146 ff. , 170. No. 14 (formerly in 
the possession of W. H. Heckler) has lately been 
acquired by the University of Heidelberg, and will 
be edited by Prof. G. Deissmann. On No. 6, the 
oldest biblical MS in the British Museum; see 
preceding column. 

The transition from the uncials to the cursives 
may be made by the MS E, which is now dispersed 
in Oxford, London, Cambridge (1 leaf), and St. 
Petersburg. It was brought by Tischendorf from 
the East in 1853 and 1859 ; the Oxford part written 
in uncials, the Cambridge leaf, which was kept back 
by Tischendorf, making the transition from uncial 
to cursive writing, the rest in cursives. The whole 
recent history of this MS has been described by 
A. Rahlfs in GGN (not GGA as in Kenyon, Fac- 
similes, plate v.), 1898, 98-112 ; see also Sw. 134 f. ; 
Lagarde, SSL i. 1-11 ; facsimile in Kenyon, pi. v. 

Most cursives await careful investigation ; 
some will repay it ; others may be discarded by 
it, as later copies of MSS still existing, like 33, 
97, 238, which belong to one MS, and are copied 
from 87, or even as copied from printed editions. 
This we suspect to be the case with Ho 31 
(Genesis with catena), at Vienna (Theol. Gr. 4) [on 
the date of this MS Holmes wrote, ' videtur esse 
xiii. vel xiv. sreculi' ; Sw. p. 149 '(xiv.)' ; Lagarde, 
Genesis grace, ' sa3culi xv. a me non collatus, sed 
inspectus tantum ' ; H. Achelis, ' Hippolytstndien ' 
in TU, N. F. i.4, p. 97, places it in the 16th cent.], 
and with 83, a Pentateuch at Lisbon (formerly 
Evora) 'of the 16th cent.' Both will turn out to 
be copied from the Aldine edition of 1518. 

See on the cursives the listof Sw. pp. 148-168, and 
note that 25 is at Munich in the ' Stoats- (not 
Stadt-) bibliothek ' ; 53 agrees in Numbers fre- 
quently with the Old Latin Codex Lugdunensis; 
130 is by Lagarde called t, and ascribed to the 
13th ' ut vid.', Sw. ' (? xi.) ' ; 93 in 3 columns, with 2 
texts for Esther ; facsimile in Kenyon, pi. viii. ; 
155 ' Cod. Meermanni ii.' is now Bodl. misc. Gr. 
204; 156 the only Greek MS containing in Ps 95 
(96) l " the addition a ligno, in the form irb t$ 

(— ) A Psalter not mentioned by Sw. is in the 
Brit. Museum, Add. MS 19,352 A.D. 1066, valuable 
not only as a dated example of Greek writing of 
the 11th cent., but especially as an example of the 
best etyle of Byzantine decorative art, applied to 
the ornamentation of copies of the Scriptures [see 
Kenyon, Facsimiles, pi. vii., where Jesus Christ is 
enthroned between two cherubim (or rather sera- 
phim) as illustration of Ps 79 (80) *]. 

On the Lectionarics, which must be classed among 
the MSS, see Sw. p. 168 f. Their value would be 
increased if the Lectionary-system of the Greek 
Church is as old as has been contended for recently 
by C. R. Gregory, Textkritik des Neucn Testa- 
mcnles, i. (1901), p. 327 fl'. 

In spite of the great mass of witnesses thus 
used for the great work of Holmes-Parsons and 
later editions, their classification is still a problem, 
even in a book like that of Judges, where the 
differences are most marked. Compare the judg- 
ment of G. Moore (SBOT, 'Judges,' p. 22): «A 



Digitized by 



Google 



SEPTUAGINT 



SEPTUAGINT 449 



complete stemma exhibiting the filiation of these 
MSS and recensions cannot be made from the colla- 
tions in HP ' ; we may even doubt the correctness 
of the remark added by Moore : 1 it would be 
comparatively easy if we possessed a few accurate 
collations of typical MSS properly arranged.' 

Perhaps a good step towards this end would be 
to arrange complete lists of the singular and sub- 
singular readings of our oldest witnesses, as ABS, 
especially for B, because this MS serves as standard 
for the collations of the larger Cambridge Septua- 
gint. 

Another fact worth mentioning in this connexion 
is, that every new witness, in spite of the great 
number of MSS already collated and the still 
greater number of variations extracted from them, 
adds a new reading, even for the Psalms, for 
which some 120 MSS have been used for HP. 
See, for instance, the spelling rpbaaxes instead of 
rpbaxts first making its appearance in Kenyon, 
Facsimiles, plate v. Ps 79 (80) \ 

(2) (3) The same is the case with the Versions and 
Quotations. On these see above, §§ iv. and yi. As 
but few of the Greek Fathers are accessible in 
trustworthy editions, a large field waits here for 
patient ana careful workers. But, even before these 
minutiat be settled, <& can and must be used for 
that purpose for which it is of the greatest import- 
ance, namely the textual criticism of the Hebrew 
Bible. 

vii. Use op C* — The remark of Sweto has 
already been quoted — that <K possesses a new and 
increasing importance in the field of biblical study 
(p. 437 b n.t). Its value as a witness to the Hebrew 
text was recognized partially in the time of Origen 
and Jerome, and afresh in the days of the Renais- 
sance and onwards from the 1.7 th cent. ; but it (tan 
be fully acknowledged only by those who adopt 
the views maintained chiefly by Olshausen, Lagarde, 
and their followers, that all existing MSS of the 
Hebrew OT go back to a single official copy or re- 
cension, made up somewhere in Palestine, perhaps 
at Jamnia, about the 2nd cent, after Christ. To 
quote only one statement. G. Moore (SBOT, 
•Judges,' p. 23) writes — 

' The other Ancient Versions [except ©] — the Latin of 8t. 
Jerome in its Vulgate form (3), the Syrioc (S), and the Jewish 
Targum (XT.) are all baaed on the Palestinian Hebrew Standard 
Text of the tnd cent. A.D., as are also the new Greek transla- 
tions of 'ASH, and the revisions of <B after these, and in the 
main the translation found (for Judges] in ©BVBmN [i.e. B and 
its allies). The pre-hexaplarie O alone repreeents a Hebrew 
text older than the official revision made in the school of Jt. 
Aqiba: 

In other words, <& represents for us (1) the 
exegetical tradition, or at least the exegetical 
opinions of a Jewish school, or — if that name 
asserts too much — of individual scholars more 
than 2000 years before our time ; it is the oldest 
commentary on the Hebrew Bible in existence ; 
(2) when re-translated into Hebrew — with the 
necessary precautions, of course — it represents for 
us the Hebrew MS • (or MSS) lying before its 
authors, which is 10U0 years older than the oldest 
MS at present at our disposal, and 300 years older 
than the one to which all of our Hebrew MSS go 
back. . 

In the first instance, it is sufficient to recall 
the great number of hapax legomena which occur 
in the limited range of Old Hebrew literature. In 
the second place, we learn first that the palseo- 
graphical character of the pre-Massoretic MSS 
was very different from ours : few mat res lertionis, 
no vowels, no litterat Jinales, no separation of 
words, so that even in liturgical books there was 
uncertainty about those points (cf. Ps 105 (106) 7 
aVa/3oi*-orrej = D^>y for D^Sy) ; perhaps abbreviation 

* Cf. for the foil owing, Sw. oh. v. 'The Septuagint as a 
Version, ' pp. 314-341. 

VOL. IV.— 29 



strokes for n, o, n; see Lagarde, Mittheilungen, 

i. 21 ; Fel. Perles, Analekten (1895, pp. 4-35). 
The second fact that comes to light from a com- 
parison of (R and jjtt is, that there is a great 
difference between particular books or sets of 
books in the OT. This arises partly from the 
circumstance that all the books are not due to 
the same translators, but still more from the 
different character of the text lying before them. 
That Isaiah, for instance, found an interpreter not 
worthy of. this book, was remarked long ago by 
Zwingli ; the translator of Job, says Swete, p. 
316, was perhaps more familiar with Greek pagan 
literature than with Semitic poetry ; where the 
grandson of Jesus Sirach made his mistakes, we 
can judge better now than before. But more im- 
portant is the fact that already the Hebrew texts 
used by the translators differed in varying degrees 
from the Massoretic text. 

The differences between <S and fH can be tabu- 
lated as touching the sequence or the subject- 
matter. The differences of the subject-matter are, 
of course, of greater interest ; they are of a three- 
fold character — additions, omissions, variations. 

On the differences of sequence see Sw. pp. 231- 
242. There are unimportant differences in Gn 
31. 36. 47, Ex 20 (order of commandments) ; Nu 
1. 6. 26, Jos 9. 19 (vol. ii. p. 782) ; great differences 
in Ex 35-40, 3 Regn. 4. 5. 6. 7. 10. 11, Pr 15. 20. 24, 
Jer 25-41. On Ex. see vol. i. p. 810 f.; on Kings, 

ii. 862 ff. ; on Prov., Sw. p. 241 ; on Jer., vol. iii. p. 
573 f.).* Very awkward is the different number- 
ing of the Psalms. 

On the difference in the subject-matter see Sw. 
242 ff. If we were to have a complete edition of 
Origen's Hexapla with its critical signs, it would 
be convenient to see at a glance the omissions and 
additions. 

The Law offers the smallest number of dif- 
ferences ; but besides some famous additions, as 
Gn 4 8 SUXOu/iev e/j rb ve&lov, the second Kenya* (who 
has been erased in Cod. A 10*) lO 3 *- 8 * ll 1 *" 
(1 Ch 1 I7_!B A)— his addition, in connexion with 
other variations, mode the^ whole chronology of the 
world different, see vol. i. p. 397 ff.; Oikonomos, 

iii. 703-835 — there are smaller additions of interest, 
as 8 sons of Japheth for 7 in Gn 10; 11 nations 
for 10 in Gn 15"- "(the addition of the Evatoi, either 
overlooked by Origen or wanting in his copy) ; 

5 sons of Dedan for 3 in 25 s ; 13 heinous offences 
for 12 in Dt 27 (on v.* see Grin field, Apology, pp. 
xii, 191). 

On Joshua, which does not seem to have been 
translated together with the Pentateuch, see vol. 
ii. p. 781ft'., and Bennett (SBOT). On the word 
yaloot — or yaiabt ; this is the accentuation of B b 
—Oikonomos, ii. 495 ff., 551, has 40 pages. 

For Judges, e.g. 16 1 * 1 it is sufficient to refer 
to G. Moore. 

The chapters 1 Regn. (Samuel) 17. 18 furnish a 
good example of how much difference, of opinion 
still prevails. What Kuenen and Wellhausen call 
a harmonistic omission on the part of Q5, is con- 
sidered by others as a later interpolation in fH. 

That ffi preserved in 3 Regn. (1 K) 8 ,a B3 a quo- 
tation from the Book of Jashar (see vol. ii. p. 551), 
and, with it, what Kittel (Handkom.) styles the 
oldest more explicit confession of Jahweh in Israel, 
should alone be sufficient to prove its importance. 

For the Book of Psalms even cursive MSS of 

6 enrich our knowledge about the liturgical use 
of the Psalms (eee Sw. 250) ; in the alphabetic psalm 
145 the missing letter i is restored, perhaps only 

• B. Pick in The (Americ.) Independent (1897, p. 1278) write* 
on Cornill's edition of Jeremiah (in SBOT) : 'HI have counted 
right, no less than 182J words have thus been eliminated from 
the text ; and it is surprising that none of these relegated pas- 
sages concern any of the quotations from Jer. in the NT.' 
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by conjecture. The addition to Ps 13* quoted in 
Ko 3 U * M is omitted by A and 95 cursives out of 
105. Already Jerome declared the codices of ffi 
which contain it, to be interpolated from Ro 3. 
If this be so, the agreement of «B, on which for 
the NT Westcott-Hort laid so much stress, is of 
no great value at least for the Psalms ; * on the 
other hand, it is to the credit of these MSS if they 
have preserved a text similar to that in the hands 
of St. Paul.— On Ps 151 see Oikonomos, iii. 634 f.; 
on the ecclesiastical Canticles and the Prayer of 
Manasses among them, Nestle, Sst. iii. 6 ft'. ; and 
note that this -piece has not been utilized for the 
Greek Concordances of Trommius and Hatch- 
Redpath (cf. ai'«{ix»' t « <rro *» dnnrixrraTot, AcreKTOt). 

On Proverbs Lagarde's early book of 1863 is 
still useful. 

Whether the shorter form of Job, in which, 
according to Jerome's reckoning, ' septingenti 
ferme aut octingenti vereus desunt,' preserved a 
primitive form, or is, on the contrary, the effect 
of abbreviation, see vol. ii. p. 164 ; and correct 
there the statement from Origen, that sometimes 
16 or 19 verses were missing, into 14 or 15 [Ex- 
pository Times, x. 523 ; Sw. 255). 

On Esther see vol. ii. p. 774 ; the Greek of the 
book reminds one of 2 Mac. (cf. rpitroXiriipm) ; on 
Jeremiah see ii. 572 ; and cf. i. 252 as to the 
identity of language in Jcr. and Barnch, which 
book in all MSS of <S is immediately connected 
with Jer. and Lamentations. On the heading 
tff the latter see vol. iii. p. 22. On Daniel see 
i. 557. Dn ll 50 is the only passage where the 
name of the 'Puftatoi occurs in a translation from 
the Hebrew (for D'W as in C 0nk Nu 24»). The 
affinity of the Greek of this book with that of 
1 Esdras has been justly pointed out in i. 761. 

In Jeremiah, Esther, and Daniel © offers con- 
siderable passages not to be found in ffl ; but in 
addition to these ffi has preserved whole books, 
some of them of the highest historical or theo- 
logical interest, which are not to be found in the 
Hebrew Canon, partly because they were origin- 
ally written in Greek, partly for unknown reasons. 

The number of these books varies greatly in 
the still existing documents ; of others only the 
titles have survived ; a certain number remained 
known through the medium of the mediaeval Bible 
as 'Apocrypha' even in the Protestant Churches. 
On these see art. APOCRYPHA, vol. i. p. Ill ft'., and 
the special articles, as Baruch, i. 251 ;t Bel and 
the Dragon, 276; Esdras, first and second, 
757, 763 -,t Jeremy, Epistle of, vol. ii. p. 578; 
Judith, 822; Maccabees, books of (i.-w), vol. iii. 
p. 187; Manasses, Prayer of, 232; further, 
Sirach, Three Children (Song of the), 
Susanna, Wisdom of Solomon. 

That the collection of these books, though it is 

* Swcte's statement, that Origin marked the passage with an 
obelus, lacks reliable testimony; the words of Jerome are 
curious : ' in hebraico non haberi nee e**e in septuaainta inter- 
pretitna, sed in editione vulgata, qu» gnoce w>i dicitur et in 
toto orbe diversa est.' The words in italics are omitted in 
Field's quotation from ed. Vail. iv. 068. 

t The puzzling fact that on the margin of the Syro-Hexaplaric 
text of Baruch there are 3 notes stating that certain words in 
in gs are not found in the Hebrew, which has been quoted for 
a Hebrew origin of this part of the book (I. 252 ; Sw. 275, n. 8, 
from Sevan in Etusyc. DM. L 41)4), is in contradiction to the 
remark at the head of the book, that the whole was obelized by 
Origen, and fludj a very simple solution. For these notes do 
not refer to the text of Baruch, but of the Hebrew OT quoted 
by Baruch 2» from Dt 28*3. Origen called attention to the fact 
that the generalizing ' every nun ' £>0/«r«t in Bar 23 has no 
B^K tf'H to correspond in Dt 28». Thus these notes are a 
token of the great care which Origen bestowed on his Hexapla. 

J On the statement of 8w. p. 265, and Thackeray (DB, 
toL L p. 758), that Cod. A entitles both books tiftx. cf. Nestle, 
Marijinaiicn (1893), p. 28 1, where it is shown that this is 
merely due to the knife of the English bookbinder, who cut 
•way in both cases the first line of the title t%/mt (or Er^w) 



transmitted to us almost exclusively through the 
Church, began to form itself in pre-Christian times, 
is clear from the contents (see vol. L 117, iii. 35). 
A trace that <S differed from fH in its order and 
extent may be found in Joseph us ; for he uses not 
only the Greek Esdras and the Additions to Esther, 
but follows also the order of ffi (not J-tR) when he 
counts 5 books of Moses, 13 Prophetical and 4 
Poetical books, placing, apparently, Chronicles, 
Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther (from the Hagiographa) 
after Kings (see Strack, 'Kanon des AT, in 
PRE* ix. 752). 

On some lists of other Apocryphal hooks see Sw. 
p. 281 ; the Catalogue of the Sixty Books begins 
after the canonical and so-called * apocryphal ' books 
(the two Wisdoms, etc.) : Kai iaa ixtepufa' 'AUd/i, 
'Er&X, Adfux, llaTfndpx<u, llpocevx^ "Iwot)0, 'E\H8, 
AtaO^icrj Muvaiun,' ArdXvftt M. etc. It is an interesting 
question, whether a trace o*f this apocryphal tradi- 
tion is not to be found already in Sirach (49" 16 ). 
For, after he has gone through the whole literature 
of the OT down to Zoro babel and Nehemias, he 
suddenly returns to Enoch, Joseph, Sheau-$*th, 
and Adam. 

In an appendix to the Cambridge Septuagint at 
least two of these books have found a place— the 
Psalms of Solomon (the apparatus being much en- 
larged in the 2nd ed. (iii. 765 ff.)) and the Greek 
fragments of the Book of Enoch (for the first time 
added in the 2nd ed. (iii. 789 ft'.)). On the Psalms 
of Solomon cf. the German translation of Kittel in 
Kautzsch, Die Pseudepigraphen, \23-\4&i on Enoch, 
the new Berlin edition, Das Buck Henoch, heraus- 
gegeben von Dr. Joh. Flemming und Dr. L."Rader- 
macher, 1901. Much to be welcomed would be a 
collection of the OT apocrypha as sketched by Sw. 
p. 285, including amongst other remains the Host 
of the Words of Baruch, the Apocalypse of Baruch, 
the Testament of A braham, parts of the Oracula 
Sibyllina, the Testaments of the XII Patriarch"), 
the Latin Ascension of Isaiah (with the new Greek 
Fragments published by Grenfell - Hunt in The 
Am/ierst Papyri, part i. 1900; see on it F. C. 
Burkitt, The Classical Review, xiv. 457-459) ; per- 
haps also the Latin versions of 4 Esdras, Assump- 
tion of Moses, Book of Jubilees. 

All these additions and omissions cover but the 
smaller part of the differences between f8i and ffi ; 
far more numerous are the variations in the proper 
sense of the word, the passages where © offers a 
reading different from ifl. On this point cf. Sw. 
part ii. eh. v. 4 The Septuagint as a Version,' and 

Birt iii. ch. iv. 'The Greek Versions as aids to 
iblical Study.' A thorough, accurate, and cautious 
comparison between fSl and ffi will exhibit these 
variations. The comparison must be cautious, 
else there is the risk of stating variations where 
there are none, and it must be accurate and 
thorough, else real variations might be overlooked. 
In the first place, care must be taken to eliminate 
as much as possible from & all intra-Greek corrup- 
tions, i.e. clerical errors, that sprang up in the 
course of transmission of the Greek text, and it is 
a mistake of many Commentaries to rest content 
to take the text of the small Cambridge Septuagint 
as the standard, as former scholars used to acquiesce 
in that of the Sixtina. Take as example the latest 
German Commentary on Genesis, that of Gunkel 
(Gottingen, 1901), and the very first note touching 
the textual criticism of this book. It concerns the 
use of the Divine names in ch. 2, and runs : * ircr 
D'nSn is found in Genesis in Hebrew only in chs. 2. 3 
(LXX, differing from the Hebrew, has in 2»- 7 - »• ■ 
6 0e6t).' Now, this is true of the Codex Alexan- 
drinus : if Gunkel had used the editio Sixtina, he 
would have had to add vv. 8 - a ; and if we are still 
more circumspect, as commentators ought to be, and 
resort to Phuo, Field's Hexapla, the collations of 
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Holmes, the versions as witnesses for ffi, we must 
add further v. 4 ; *'.«. not 5 times, but 8 times, 
C5 omits nvr in this chapter, and has it only twice 
(vv. u * w ).* The second care must be to observe 
the practice of these translators ; cf. Sw. p. 325 : 
' The Alexandrian translators, while loyal to their 
original, sometimes even to a fault, manifest 
nothing like the slavish adherence to the letter 
with wnich Aquila has been charged. They often 
amplify and occasionally omit; they render the 
same Hebrew words by more than one Greek 
equivalent, even in the same context ; they intro- 
duce metaphors or grammatical constructions which 
have no place in the Hebrew tex"t, and probably at 
no time had a place there, or they abandon figures 
of speech where they exist in the original.' Ihere 
is no mention here of the fact especially urged by 
Frankel, that the translators followed some sort 
of exegetical tradition (L. Frankel, Vorstudien zu 
der Septuaginta, 1841 ; Ueber den Einjiuss der 
paldstinischen Exegese auf die alexandrinische 
Hermeneutik, 1851). We must further bear in 
mind that the translators were accustomed to the 
Aramaic speech rather than to the Hebrew. To 
the examples quoted by Sw. p. 319, add, for in- 
stance, Ps 59 (60) 8 fm=i\Tlt, 140 (141) 8 Drr-tfjrjf 
tvSoKlais a&rwp. Already Jerome remarked on this 
word in Ec l 14 nijn = xpoaiptvit : 'non hebraicum 
sermonem expresserunt, sed syrum.' On meanings 
attached to Hebrew roots known to us only from 
Arabic -see Sw. p. 498, Ps 83 (84) 7 Silxrti, Dn 7* 
{LXX)i6M v = Jnoy. 

A glance into modern commentaries or the 
* Critical Notes ' after the Hebrew text in SBOT 
will show the importance of <S in this direction. 
No conscientious commentator on the Hebrew OT 
can dispense with constant reference to ffi. We 
quote some examples from the first chap' er of some 
books in SBOT— 

In On 1 Ball replaces CtSpD by 7njp=rw*yryf,t ; but he, too, 
has overlooked the interesting variant in v. is (like all commen- 
taries [to our knowledge, Wllmann, Spurrell, Hohonger, 
Gunkel), except T. O. Meintel, CrUische Polyglotten-Conferenzen 
uber das ertte Buch Most, 1796; a work of praiseworthy in- 
dustry), flD giving the sing. nVyaj, the pt Ipx*<, *•«■ rn#0?, 
the latter being confirmed by Ps 135 (136) 8 , where A has the 

Jilural, © if«/r.«> the singular. The same difference occurs 2 3 
' his works') ; and that this is not unintentional, is shown by 
the Targum Jonathan, which understands the passage of those 
10 wondrous works which God is said by rabbinical wit to have 
created. 

In Lv 1 Driver receives readings of © into the text in w. J« ; 
in Nu 1 Paterson in r.M 'yinjn for ^Kyn, flD. For Jos 1 it is 
sufficient to quote Bennett's remark on v.* : ' In this and other 
cases glosses, etc , not found in © are probably glosses later 
than the US from which O was translated, and therefore 
better treated as variations of the text' 

A remark on Judges by Moore has already been quoted ; in 
1M he reads 'pSopn for oyn ; one witness of © and the Coptic 
offering the doublet /urk rtZ Kx»v 'Am).>;». The original read- 
ing, the simple Anialec, has been found since, for the first time, 
in the La tin Lugdunensis, published by U. Robert 

On Samuel, after what has been done by Thenius, Wellhausen, 
Driver, Klostermann, Budde, H. P. Smith, any word is super- 
fluous; but the question may be asked, whether one would 
have found, e,g., in 1 8 1 M the true reading Vtfq for D^?? 
Ttyhj by mere conjecture without the help of the versions (it 
fpfir<$it«)h And if we had hit on it in this way, we 
should not have had the same confidence in ite truth as we 
have now, when it is attested by the oldest witnesj attainable. 

As far as we have seen, in every part of the SBOT that has 
appeared as yet, one or more Trading* from © have been received 
into the text in the first chapter by such different scholars as 
Cornill, Toy, Wellhausen, Siegfried, Kamphausen, QutHe, KitteL 
But how much remains to be done may be illustrated by two 
examples from 1 Ch 1. On v.* Kittcl remarks : ' + Ekir* ; it 
has crept in by error frotn v.' after p' (ct ©t-),' overlooking the 

• Even in v.w it is omitted by a few witnesses (Cod. 87, 
Ambrosius), but Augustine testifies to it, saying expressly : 
•Nullo modo vaoare arbitror . . . quod ab ipso divmi libri 
huius exordio . . . usque ad hunc locum, nusquam positum 
eat Dominus Deus, sed tantuminodo Deus : nunc vero ubi ad 
id ven turn est . . . ita Scriptura locuta est: Et sumpsit 
Duninus Deus.' 



fact that has 'Elisa' among the sons of Japheth already ia 
On 10*. Again, in v.« Kittel omits to mention the additional 
names Baguel and Nabdeel, offered by many witnesses, just as 
in Genesis. If carefully compared with A), turns out to be 
the most valuable aid for the explanation of the Hebrew Bible. 

But <E is not less indispensable to the study of 
the NT : see on this point Sw. pp. 450-457 ; Pearson s 
judgment (at the head of this article) ; Thayer's 
art. Language of the NT, vol. iii. p. 40. To 
quote only one example : iyarrfrln ana /loyoyer^t 
both correspond in <5 to Heb. rrr ; the one occurs 
in the Synoptic Gospels, the other in John. 

Nor can the student of Ecclesiastical Literature 
succeed without familiarity with ffi (see Sw.pt. iii. 
ch. v. ' Influence of the LXX on Christian Litera- 
ture,' p. 461ft'.). The doctrinal as well as the 
devotional writings are full of its influence. Take 
a book like Brightman's Liturgies, Eastern and 
Western, where the quotations are printed in 
black type, or an edition like that of the Apostolic 
Constitutions by Lagarde, which gives at tne foot 
of the text the references to the biblical pas- 
sages ; the index of the latter shows more quota- 
tions from the OT than from the NT. 

Even many works of Christian art cannot be 
understood without recourse to <&. Cf. I). Kauf- 
mann, ' Errors in the Scptuagint and the Vulgate 
from which Illustrations and Sculptures derived 
their origin' (JQH xi. 163-166). If we speak of 
the firmament, we do so because (5 used crepiuiM, 
considering the heavens as frozen water. 

One side of the importance of <&, which Pearson 
was not yet able to appreciate, lies in the value it 
has for Semitic philology, apart from the exegesis 
of the OT. The system or Hebrew vocalization is 
an invention of about the 7th cent. A.D. ; how the 
words were pronounced in the time of Christ, or 
Isaiah, or king Mesha, — & calls him Muo~a, see 
vol. iii. p. 349,— or David, or Moses, we do not know. 
Our oldest witness is again the transliteration 
of proper names and other words in ffi. Whether 
nouns of the form ^ melelc were still heard as 
monosyllables (malk), can be ascertained by the 
help of <&. To have pointed out this importance 
of IB is one of the merits of Lagarde (Uebersicht, 
etc. ) ; the Supplement to the Concordance of Hatch- 
Kedpath (Fasc. i., containing a Concordance to 
the Proper Names occurring in the Septuagint, 
1900) helps much to facilitate studies in this direc- 
tion. These transliterations have, vice versa, their 
bearing on the question of Greek pronunciation ; 
see some remarks in this direction by Kittel {SBOT, 
'Chronicles,' p. 52 f.) and Macke, Erasmus oder 
Beuchlin (Siegburg, Progr. 1900). 

On the place which ffi occupies in the history of 
the Greek Language, philologists now judge much 
more favourably than twenty years ago ; cf. ch. 
iv. in Sw. 289-314, 1 the Greek of the Septuagint,' 
and add to the literature quoted there, p. 314, a 
reference to Iv. Korsunskie, Percvod LXX{MoskosL, 
1878, 704 pp.), in Russian: The version of the 
Septuagint and its importance in the history of 
Greek Language and Literature ; further, Thayer s 
art. Language of the NT, vol. iii. p. 36 ft'. ; and 
Paul Kretschmer, 1 Die Entstehnng der Koine ' 
(Sitzungsb. d. Wiener Ak., phil. hist. Kl., vol. 143, 
and separately, 1900) ; Albert Thumb, Die griech- 
isclie Sprache im Zeitalter des l/ellenismu-i: Beitrdge 
zur Geschichte und Beurtheilung der Koivij, Strass- 
burg, 1901 (cf. Ed. Schwyzer in Neue Jahrb. 1901, 

6 233 ft. ); Oikonomos, ii. 914 ff. ; Grintield, 146; 
. A. A. Kennedy, ' Recent Research in the Lan- 
guage of the NT' (Expos. Times, xii. 341, 455, 
557); J. H. Moulton (ih. p. 362 in the notice of 
G. A. Deissmann, Bible Studies; Authorized Tr. 
by Alexander Grieve ; Edinburgh, Clark, 1901 *). 

* Interesting are the philological remarks of Origen (new ed.), 
U. 367, rit ymp WTt ' EXA»m»i ijpifmi* ry i >«*T<{«» wftnfffim , . . 
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If the use and importance of US are such even in 
the unsatisfactory condition in which it lies at 
present before us, how much more will these be 
acknowledged when we have a better edition 
of it. In such an edition, also, the accessory 
matter will demand due attention, the capitula- 
tion, lections, etc. (see Sw. pp. 342-366, 'Text- 
divisions : Stichi, Chapters, Lections, Catena '). 

(a) In careful MSS of the classics (as in those of Demosthenes, 
Herodotus) the lines have been counted by hundreds or by 
fifties, and their total stated at the end, because the copyists 
were paid according to their number, the normal line or 
r*a'x« being the Homeric hexameter of 16 syllables or 37 to 88 
letters on an average.* This has been introduced into Bible 
MSS. One of the copyists of B, tor instance, preserved on the 
margins the numbers from the MS which he copied ; so did 
Paul of Telia from the copy which he translated (616) into 
Syriac. Afterwards the numbers were gathered into sticho- 
metrical lists ; the most important of those lists are that in the 
Codex Glaromontanus, the one first published by Mommsen, and 
that of Nicephorus; see San day, Studia Bibliea, iiL 266; Sw. 
846 ; Berger, Hittoire de la Vulgate, 1893, pp. 816-327, 363 ; 
C H. Turner in JThSt, iL (Jan. 1901) 236. For books like 
Sirach and Job (with asterisks, 2200 ; without, 1600 itichi) these 
lists are especially valuable. 

(*) Jerome introduced into his Latin Bible the custom of 
writing the text according to terue-linet, or uifun, 

•quod in Demosthene et Tullio solet fieri' ; the same was done 
for the Greek DodeJcaprophet o n by Hesychius of Jerusalem, 
who at the same time divided the text into chapters. 

(o) Such a capitulate m is found already in some of our oldest 
MSS, as ABS ; for several books B gives even a double capitula- 
tion, dividing, for instance, Proverbs into 61 and 16, feoclea 
into 26 and 7, Canticles into 40 and 5 chapters. Likewise the 
Syriac Hexapla (apparently from the copy from which it 
was taken) has in Joshua 52 and 11, Judges 65 and 7, 8 Regn. 
106 and 18 chapters. In the same version and several Greek 
MSS summaries, ririM or x*t*kam, are added, and lists of them 
prefixed to the books (Sw. p. 854). The 'Synopsis' ascribed to 
Chrysostom is, to a large extent, nothing but a collection of 
such ntfiXmm. The 88 chapters into which Hesychius divided 
Isaiah have been published lately by M. Faulhaber {HttychU 
Hierotolffmitani Interprttatio Itaia propheta, Friburgi, 1900> 
These capitulations may become important bints for the 
classification of MSS. In Canticles the summaries assume the 
character of stage directions ; see Er. Klostermann, ' Eine alto 
RoUenverteilung mm Hohenliede' {ZATW xix. (1899) 158-162, 
from Cod. V). 

(d) The beginning and the end of the Lessons, which were 
read in Church already in the times of Orifren and still earlier, 
were marked with iex and riXt, the occasion sometimes being 
added on which the lesson was read (Sw. p. 356). An early 
specimen was the copy from which Paul of Telia made his 
version. 

On the division of the Psalter into 20 nmtlrnarm see Sw. p. 859, 
or any printed Greek Church-Psalter. 

Interesting is the different numbering of the Commandments 
of the Decalogue in AB (see 8w. p. 365), and the division of the 
Book of the Covenant (Ex 20-23) into 77 sections in the Codex 
Zittaviensis (H. A. Redpatb in Expat. Timet, viiL 883). 

All these particulars must be attended to in a 
future edition, somewhat in the same way as in 
the edition of Jerome's Latin NT published by 
Wordsworth-White ; but the chief difficulty is 
about the constitution of the text. For some 
books, as Judges, Esther, Tobit, it will be indis- 
pensable to give parallel texts. In the closing 
chapter of his Introduction- Swete has sketched 
some of the lines on which a future edition must 
be prepared. But before this great work can be 
finished, and for the benefit of all who cannot 
afford to procure it, it seems desirable to put 
together, either on the outer margins of the minor 
edition or in an Appendix, those emendations of 
the errors of B which are certain or all but certain. 
Still better would be a Commentary on <&, which is 
as urgently needed as a Grammar and a Lexicon.^ 

itri nv tit t» Sr« iiim ; iii. 159, iuautrir «' iwi 'Efipmrutu ipfur 
hi>«»t«.- fj.fi _«L.,jf>T(r rr,t xi<ui'"i» "KXkw n—art<tkm- 

MMU it i»" ikktiw rtkXir auei T«niTi)» M< viv(/rs>>«U rr,t irfw 

««pq#4>. But this very word is found in Cicero, ad Attic 
xiii. 29. 

* By a happy fortune the lines in the Greek NT of the 
Wurtemberg Bible Society at Stuttgart agree as closely as 
possible with the length of the ancient rrix»i; see Nestle, 
Introduction, p. 49. 

t Take some examples at haphazard. In 8 Regn. 18 10 all 
texts (MSS, etc) give in*^,n. ri.t ('and he burnt 

the kingdom '\ ft has yzvn) ('he took an oath of the king- 
dom '). This is correct ; the translator mistook it for jraiwn 



APPENDIX: The later Gr. VERSIONS.— The 
question whether (5 was used also in Palestine in 
the synagogues, has been answered affirmatively 
and negatively. At all events after (S had passed 
into the hands of the Church, and an official Heb. 
text, different from the old one, had received the 
approbation of the Rabbis, attempts were made 
among the Jews at new translations. From Justin 
we learn that the Jews declared G to be wrong in 
some details (m*) t» ruriy iktidrj), and that they 
tried new translations (atirol e^iryeladai TtipQrrat). 
Iremeus mentions two who dared such a thing in 
his time (wt friol <paatv twc ntBepfiypeikir ToXfikWr**' 
rdt ypa<pdi) — Theodotion of Ephesus and Aquila of 
Pontus, both Jewish proselytes. Origen was so 
zealous as to procure both these translations and, 
in addition, that of Symmachus and parts of 
three more. With those materials he composed 
his Hexapla (see above). And all that we knew 
till quite recently of these translations — apart 
from a few Talmudic translations from Aquila— 
we owed to Origen. It was only in 1897 that 
the first fragments of a separate copy of Aquila 
were found among the palimpsests of the Tavlor- 
Schechter collection ; but even those may go back 
to the library of Origen. For brevity's sake we 
must refer to Sw. pp. 29-58. 
# (1) The version of Aquila, according to one tradi- 
tion TtfOfplStji or Te»6ep6% of the qmperor Hadrian, 
superintendent of the Wilding of Alia Capitol ina, 
won for Christianity, but finally pupil of K. 'Akiba, 
is the most literal imaginable. By the emperor 
Justinian it was ordered that no other was to be 
used in the Jewish synagogues. It is therefore 
possible that the copy of which fragments were 
found among the Hebrew-Greek palimpsests fiom 
Cairo, and which is ascribed to the 6th cent., may 
have been a synagogue copy. But as it has been 
used for Jewish purposes apparently by the same 
time and hand which turned the fragments of 
Origen's Hexapla to the same use, both Creek 
MSS may have come from the same quarter ; and 
of the Hexapla it is the more probable that it 
came from Christian hands, because fragments of 
Greek MSS of the NT were found along with 
them. See, besides the publication of Burkitt, 
Taylor's new book mentioned above. On plates 
iii-viii it contains portions of Ps 90-92. 96-98. 
102. 103. Another small but interesting fragment 
of Aquila (mentioned by Sw. p. 170, postscript) has 
been published by Grenfell-Hunt in The Amhertt 
Papyri, part i. (Lond. 1900, pp. 30, 31). On the 
top of a letter from Rome, written probably be- 
tween 250 and 285 A.D., an uncial hand of the late 
3rd or, more probably, early 4th cent, has written 
part of the first verse of the Epistle to the Hebrews, 
and a more cursive hand, apparently about the 
time of Constantine, the first 5 verses of Genesis 
in ffi, followed by the version of Aquila. These 
two biblical fragments may therefore claim 1 to be 
amongst the earliest known, and the Genesis frag- 
ment is the oldest authority for the first 5 verses.' 
In the Aquila fragment the beginning of v. 4 and 
the end of v. 8 are here recorded tor the first time. 

The Hebrew text which was translated by 
Aquila agrees very closely with fW ; but it is 
interesting to observe that, of his few variations, 
some at least have the support of still existing 
Hebrew MSS. The tetragrammaton bwt> is written 
in the old Hebrew letters. The version seems to 
have covered the whole of the Hebrew canon. 

('and he satisfied,' itiVXnn). Again, we have in 19" i» vtiv/wm 
mi fin for tin U »». itiptt, the latter (xifMt) being read in A. A 
commentary would have further the task of calling attention to 
the interpunction ; cf. Ps 44 (46) where it is a question whether 
there must be a comma before and after • tut, or in v. 8 after 
iXjfrii n, or in Is 61' after \%pirit m« and «TiVr«X»i» /**. In Is 
T'B itruBu is in the Concordance of Hatch-Red path referred to 
k,uKt, while it is a verb, etc. 
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Strange is the statement of Origen on Lametita- 
turns (new edition, iii. 256) : "Exooo-tt 5^ 'AkOXo, «cai 
OsoSorluros in rots Optyoit oi iptperai, uovov Si Zv/tft&xov 
Kal tu)f 'Ef35offf)Korra, especially wlien we compare 
the same author's remark on 4* (p. 276) : 6 8i 
'AxvXas ttfrq rredfia uvrriipur y^ur, 'Z6p.uo.xos ^ Trail 
p.. 4. (see Field, ii, 743 ft".). 

(2) Theodotion's work— on his date see Sw. p. 
42 f., and Th. Zahn, PRE 3 ix. 403 (on Irenseus)— 
was rather a revision of ffi than an independent 
version, the revision being made on the whole upon 
the basis of ftiL For a specimen of it see Jer 40""* 
and the Bk. of Daniel, where it replaced the original 
<5 ; see 8. R. Driver, The Book of Daniel, in the 
Cambridge Bible for Schools, 1900, pp. xviii, xcviii-c. 
The statement that his version seems to have in- 
cluded Baruch {Diet. C'hr. Biog. iv. 44 ; Sw. p. 44, 
etc. ) is to be corrected after the explanation given 
above, p. 450, note t. Cf. on Theodotion (whose 
name has the same meaning as that of the Tar- 
gumist Jonathan), Rahlfs in GGN, 1898, p. 109. 

(3) Tho works of Symmachus, including a Com- 
mentary on St. Matthew,* Origen got from a 
Christian woman, Juliana,! who had received 
them from the author himself. If Aquila is the 
most important of the three because of his literal- 
ness, Symm. is in many respects the most interest- 
ing for his attempt to produce good Greek and for 
many of his interpretations ; cf. Gn l i7 denot* 6 
debs top AfOporrof ir eU6»t 5ia<pjpy 6p$iow [6 debt] 
tKTiaew airrbr with 1 S 28" (Nestle, Marginalien, 
p. 3). 

(4) Besides these versions of the whole of the 
OT, Origen had at his disposal for single books 
two or three other versions, which from their 
place in the Hexapla got the designations Quinta 
(«' w4:xwrn), Sexta (s' turn), Septima (f ' ifiS!>p.y). As 
to whence and when he obtained them, tradition 
varies (see Sw. p. 63 ft.): one at Nicopolis near 
Actium, the other at Jericho ; one under Caracal la, 
the other under Alexander Severus. One at least 
is reported to have been found 4» rtfott ; from this 
and from the expression of Eusebius, owe olS' Sdev 
Ik Twur /ii^wr rbv xdXai Xavdavoucras xp'jvov els dtQs 
dnx'tOo-as, it has been concluded that they were, 
perhaps, hidden during a time of persecution, and 
that the one found at Nicopolis may have been a 
relic of the early Christianity of Epims (see Sw. 
p. 55, gnoting from Lightfoot, Biblical Essays, p. 
432). But vlSoi— see Sw. p. 53, n. 2— are mentioned 
elsewhere, as used for preserving books instead of 
eisla; or caps<e. Jerome attributes both to Jewish 
translators; but they seem rather to be due to 
Christians. The author of the Quinta is charac- 
terized by Field as omnium elegantissimus. Which 
of the books of the OT were preserved in them 
is not quite clear ; in the Quinta at all events 
4 Regn., Job, Psalms, Canticles, Minor Prophets; 
in the Sexta also Job, Psalms, Canticles, Hab 3. 

A kind of version sometimes seems to bo quoted 
as 6 2«/po» (see Sykiac Versions) and 6 'Eppaios ; 
bat under the latter designation are to be under- 
stood Greek quotations from the Hebrew, due to 
such authors as were acquainted with that lan- 
guage. 

The so-called Grascus Venetus, a version of part 
of the OT, preserved in a single MS of the 14th 
or 15th cent, at Venice, is interesting as the work 

* On the hope that this work was still in existence in the 
18th cent, see Urt p. 83. On the sect of the Symmachiani 
see Pbilastrius, de hares, c. 146 : • hssretiei alii qui Theodotionis 
et Sytomachi ibidem interpretationem dl verso modo sequuntur,' 
and the remark of the same writer, c. 115 : ' est hseresis, qu» 
iterum post Aquilam triginla hominum interpretationem accipit, 
Bon illornm beatissimorum septuaginta duorum qui integre 
inriolateque de Trinitate sentientes ecclesue catholics* funda- 
ment* certissima tradiderunt interpretantes scriptures sac rag.' 

♦ The tombstone of a certain Juliana from Antioch, who died 
at Gerasa, has been found there by Merrill ; see RB, 1885, 886; 
fcfcurer, QJV* iiliSa, 832. 



of a mediaeval Jew, perhaps a certain Elisseus at 
the court of Murad I. at Adrianople in the 2nd 
half of the 14th cent. : it attempts to give tho 
Hebrew in Attic Greek and the Aramaic parts of 
Daniel in the Doric dialect, and renders nw by 
opTwrip, ovtrivrfis, drrovpyjs. See the edition of 
O. v. Gebhardt (Leipzig, 1875, with a Preface by 
Franz Delitzsch ; Sw. p. 56). 

The Greek column of the Hebrew - Chaldee- 
Spanish-Greek Polyglot of the Pentateuch, printed 
at Constantinople in Hebrew characters (1547), has 
heen transliterated and printed separately ( 1897) by 
D. C. Hesseling, and described by Lazare Belleli 
(Paris, 1897, La version niogrecque du Pentateuche 
Polyglotte). It is of interest for the student of 
modern Greek, and so are the translations of the 
whole Bible or of parts of it into modern Greek ; 
but they do not fall within the scope of the present 
article. Of the OT as a whole the Catalogue of 
the British Museum mentions but one edition in 
modern Greek (London, 1840, by H. D. Leeves, 
assisted by N. Bambas). 

Literature. — At the end of the article on the Greek Bible 
Versions (PRE' iii. 20= Urt 80) the present writer has given a 
list of about 280-300 books and articles treating of these versions 
from 1801 up to 1897 in chronological order. Swete gives in his 
Introduction, at the end of most chapters, literary references, 
amounting to about 600 in number. The first list (p. 27) em- 
braces a mere fraction of the vast literature selected for the 
purpose of representing the progress of knowledge since the 
middle of the 17th cent It begins with the Critiea sacra qf S. 
CappeUus, 1651 ; Pearson's Pra/atio and Ussher's Syntagma, 
1656 ; the Prolegomena of Brian Walton, 1657. It is impossible 
to repeat these lists here. A few remarks must suffice. The 
most copious work on <J that appeared in the 19th cent, is that 
of Constantino Oikonomos wtpi rtn »' ipum'ttrrSt, A vols., Athens, 
1844, 1845, 1846, 1849, more than 3700 pages. Though it starts 
from wrong premises (canonical and inspired character of O), it 
contains much useful information ; in voL iii 130 pages are 
devoted to the difference of chronology between lt> and 0, in 
the last voL 170 pages to the quotations of the NT, 325 para- 
graphs to a list of the writers who used or praised <S. The 
author may be compared to Orinfleld, whose Apology /or the 
Septuagint (Lond. 1850) is equally wrong in its principles, 
but still useful. Of Jewish books L. Franker* Vorstudien zu 
der Septuaginta (Leipzig, 1841) and Ueber den Einfluss der 
palastmischen Exegeee auf die alexandrinische Hermeneutik 
(1851), are not superseded. A standard work for all times 
remains, H. Hody, de Uibliorum textibus originalibus, Oxl 1705. 
On the views of the ancient Church, especially Jerome and 
Augustine, it is useful to compare P. Wendland, ' Zur iiltesten 
Geschichte der Bibel in der Kirche' (ZNTW 11900] 26711.). On 
Augustine see also Joh. Haussleiter, Der Aufbau der altchritt- 
lichen Litteratur, Eine kritische Untersuehung nebtt Studien 
zu Cyprian, Vietorinus und Augustin (Berlin, 1808 = GGA, 
1898, v. 337-379). Of all the scholars of the 19th cent none has 
done more in this field than Paul de Logarde (1827-1891). Of 
his publications which bear directly or indirectly on ©, note : 
Libri apocryphi tyriace 1861, Constitution** Apostolica 1862, 
Anmerkungen zur griechischen Uebertetzung der "roterbien 
1803, Clementina 1865 (Preface), Pentateuch kopiitch 1867, 
Materialien turn Pentateuch 1867 (here the notice on the 
original copy of it». Genesis grace and Hieronymi quastiones 
in Gen, 1868, Onomastica sacra 1870, 21887, Psalterium 
Hieronymi 1874, Psalterium memphiticum 1875, Bymmicta 
L and ii., Semitica ii. 1879, Orient alia ii., Veteris testament i ab 
Origene recentiti fragments 1880, Ankundiguna einer neuen 
Auigabe der griechischen Ubersetzung 1882, Liororum veteris 
tentainenti canonicorum pars prior grace 1883 (cf. GGA, 1883, 
1249-52), jEgyptiaca 1883, Miltheilungen L-iv. 1884, 1887, 1889, 
1891, Probe einer neuen Ausgabe der lot Ueber set zungen des 
AT 1885, Catena agypt. 1886, Specimen nova edit, ptalterii 
graci 1887, SeptuagintaStudien i.-iii., 1S91, Bibliotheca syriaca 
qua ad philologiam tacram pertinent 1892, Psalterii graci 
quinquagena prima 1802. Among the.MSS he left there is a 
complete collection of the biblical quotations of Augustine 
(13,176 from OT and 29,540 from NT, now in the University 
Library of Gottingen), MS Logarde 34, and others; see Urt 
p 77. No other scholar can be mentioned beside him. 

Among articles in Encyclopedias odd : Hoberg, 'Septuaginta* 
in Wetzer-Welte's Encyklopaedie* xL (1899) 147-159. 

To Sw. p 56 (Lit on Hexapla) add the first attempt to collect 
their fragments made by J. Driesschus ( = Drusius) in ptalmos 
Davidis veterum interpretum fragmenta, Antw. 1581 ; the 
enlarged edition of the collection of Nobilius in the Latin 
translation of the editio Sixtina (Rome, 1588, reprinted by 
P. Horinus, 1624, see above, p 440*) ; Bahrdt's abridgment of 
Montfaucon's Hexapla (Lips. 1769, 2 vols.1 

To Sw. p 108 (Coptic version) add : J. Goettsberger, ' Die 
syro-koptischen Bibelcitate aus den Scholien des Barhebraus' 
(ZATWxxL 11901) 128-140) 

To Sw. p 110 (Ethiopic) add : Osw. Kramer, Die aethiopische 
Vbertetzung des Zachanas : eine Vorttudie zur Ge*chichte im«l 
Krilik des Sspt'jagintatextes, erstes Heft, Leipzig, 1898. 
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To 8w. p. 119 (Armenian) add : J. Goettsberger, ' Die syro- 
annenlschen . . . Blbelcltate . . . des Barhebraua' {ZATW rxL 
[1901J 101-127). 

To 8w. p. 280 (Canon) add: H. L. 8 track, art 'Kanon dea 
Alten Testamentes' (PRE» ix. 741-767). 

To 8w. p. 283 (Canonical Books), on Ecclesiastes, add : Dill- 
roann. On Canticles: Wilh. Riedel, Die Autlegung det 
Uo/ienliedet, Leipzig, 1808, pp. 106-109, Die lids*, der griech. 
Uberietxung det UL. On Daniel : Rieaslcr, Dot Buck Daniel : 
Ttxtkrititche Untertuehung., Stuttgart, 1899, pp. 62-69, where 
the close relation between the I. XX ot Dan. and 1 Esdras is 
recognized 

To Sw. p. 286 (non-Canonical Books) add : W. J. Moulton, 
'uber die Uberlieferung und den textkritischen Wert des 
dritten Ezra-Buches [ZATW, 1899, IL 209 IT. ; 1900, L 1 ff.J. 
Judith : Willrich, ' Esther und Judith,' in Judaiea, Gottingen, 
1900, 1-39. On Tobit : M. Lohr, 4 Alexandrinus und 8inaiticus 
sum Buche Tobit ' (ZA TWxx. [1900] 243-263> On Maccabees : B. 
VtimrKritik der beiden MakkabderlAichrr, Berlin, 1900 (reprint 
of two articles in Hermet, xxxv, 208-307, 463-527) ;• Willrich, 
' Jason von Kyrene und das ii Makkabaerbuch,' in Judaiea, pp. 
131-174 

8w. p. 880 on Philo. Note in addition to the paper mentioned 
(874 n. 3) from the PhUologut the answer of Wendland-Cohn, 
pp. 621-536, and the rejoinder in voL lx. pp. 274-279. On 
Josephus the earlier treatises of Spittler (1779) and J. G. 
Bcharfenberg (1780) still deserve mention. Oikonomos has a 
chapter of 90 pages, ir,_ tut) «-«/>« t*li ipx*--' Wwssiif rtflt 
vrrirx* y 1 * ") s miswn£s) vSt 4, ii. 76 ff. 

8w. p. 404 (Quotations in the NT). The extent of these quota- 
tions has been estimated by Spearman in the anonymous Letter 
on the Septuaglnt (1769) as equal in length to Ps 119 ; by 
Grinfleld (1850) as twice that length or the extent of Mark. 
The first collection seems to be in the Greek Testament of 
R. Stephen (1550), about 260 passages; the first treatment of 
these quotations in England by Bishop Wettenball, Scripture 
Authentic and Faith Certain (1668) ; further, Randolph, The 
Propheciet and other Text* cited in the NT, 1782, 1827 ; Grin- 
field, p. 142. On Hiihn see Expo*. Time*, May 1901, 356. Uf 
Dittmar, Vetu* Testamentum in Novo, a second part is in 
course of preparation. 

8w. p. 477 (Influence of © on Christian Literature). See 
Oikonomos, voL iv. EB. NESTLE. 

SEPULCHRE (nag « grave,' .Tjiap * burying-place * 
[ Mishn. ifta, o*a'o « burial lairs or niches'] ; Gr. iun)fia, 
/wn/ttiow ' tomb,' 1 monument,' T&tbot 4 sepulchre ') is 
represented in Scripture, and particularly in OT, 
not only by these Hebrew and Greek equivalents, 
but also by words and phrases which are synonym- 
ous. It is the pit (-to is 38"), the stones of the pit 
(•fa 'J3K Is 14"), a man's house (n?a Is 14"), his 
everlasting house (oby iva Ec 12 6 ), the house of 
assemblage for all living (0"n ij*d n'j Job 30 23 ), 
and field of burial (rrjiaf n rrft 2 Ch 26°). 

Of the terms used for the grave by the later Judaism none Is 
more significant than the house of the living (0*nri ITS), and 
this is the euphemism by which the burying-place of the dead 
is now generally designated by modern Jews. 'We are the 
dead, they are the living,' t was the remark actually made to 
the present writer by an aged Rabbi in Smyrna, whose office it 
was to attend at the burial of his Jewish kinsmen, and see them 
laid to their last rest The ancient Egyptians thought of the 
departed as f he living, and called the coffin the chett of the 
living. The Egyptian conception of the grave as the everlatt- 
ing houts was not, however, inconsistent with a strongly 
cherished hope of resurrection. But there was no expectation 
among the Jews of a return to earthly life in the original body, 
such as prevailed among the Egyptians and led among them 
to the embalming and preservation of the dead. The later 
literature of Judaism speaks rather of a general resurrection, 
when the souls of the departed shall enter into new bodies 
and live on in them. 

The terms employed to describe the grave are 

• N jese begins with the remark, that the origin of the common 
text in Holmes - Parsons, Tischendorf, etc., was apparently 
accidental and arbitrary ('off en bar zk-mlich zufiUIig una 
willkilrlich entstanden ') ; Kautzsch, Apokryphen, p. 32, gives 
' aus cod. V. und aus nicht naher bezcichneten Minuskelcodiccs ' ; 
Fritzsche, Libri apocryi>hi, p. xix, 'nescio unde desumptus.' 
Mow take the edition of 1583, where Nobilius remarks on 
1 Mac 42" • Addendum est ex codice quern potittimum in hi* 
libri* tequuti tumut et multis aliis •< wipl 'Uii»>'; on 8* 
' delendum est_rx auctoritate eodieum quo* tequuti tumu* et 
vulgat*) illud i>#f, quod in multis antecedit et in nostram 
editionem per typographi incuriam irrcrsit.' These and similar 
passages confirm the present writer's suggestion (see Sw. p. 
181, n. 2), that, besides the Aldinc edition, Cod. Ho 19 has been 
used for the Sixtine edition. To these there must perhaps be 
added 64 (03). 

f It Is natural to connect such an expression with the argu- 
ment which Jesus summed up in the memorable words, ' God is 
not the God of the dead, but of the living' (Mk 12*7.) Cf. also 
the striking words 4 Mac It?" ' Those who die on behalf of God 
H\e unto God, as do Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.' 



used often to describe the Underworld where the 
dead live on. The gathering-place of the departed 
in the world beyond is, as above, the pit (Is 38"), 
the nether parts of the earth (Is 44°), Sheol and 
Abaddon (Job 28 6 , Pr 15"), the pit of destruction 
(Ps 55**), the place of silence (Ps 94" II5 17 ), the 
land of dar/cness ana of the shadow of death (Job 
10*'). ' Hence,' says Dr. Salmond,* 

'the distinction is occasionally sunk in the OT, and it became 
confused in the later usage of the Targums. But that Shml 
denotes a definite realm of the dead, and is not identical with 
the grave, appears from the usage of the term , and is recognized 
by the ancient Versions. It is to Sheol that Jacob speaks of 
going to loin the son whose death he mourns, but of whose 
burial he knows nothing. It is Sheol that swallows op Eorah 
and his company alive. That a common habitation of the dead 
like the Sualu of the Babylonians, the Hades of the Greeks, the 
Orcus ot the Romans, is meant, is indicated also by the fact that 
the expressions to be gathered to one 1 * people or to one'* father*, 
to go to one'* father*, to ileep with one'* father*, are used in 
cases like those of Abraham, Jacob, Aaron, Moses, David, and 
others, where the temporary or permanent resting-places were 
far removed from the ancestral graves.' 

A touching illustration of the father looking 
forward to a meeting in another world with a 
departed child is David's * I shall go to him, but lie 
shall not return to me' (2 S 12**). But while Sheol 
is thus" ' the house of assemblage for all living,' it 
was in the sepulchre of his fathers, in the ancestral 
burying-place and with his departed kindred, that 
the ancient Israelite desired to be buried. And 
there can be no doubt that the wish to be reunited 
with parents and children in Sheol had to do with 
the desire to be buried in the family sepulchre. The 
object of burial, not merely in a grave but in the 
family grave, was to introduce the departed into 
the society of his kinsfolk and ancestors. In the 
earliest times this society was supposed to exist 
either in the family grave or in its immediate 
neighbourhood.? 'Bury me not, I pray thee, in 
Egypt,' said the dying Jacob to Joseph, ' but I 
will lie with my fathers, and thou shalt carry me 
out of Egypt and bury me in their burying-place ' 
(Gn 49** 1 *, cf. Joseph's burial, Jos 24"). And 
nothing could be more pathetic in this reference 
than the request of Barzillai, who declined king 
David's invitation to live with him at court, and 
said, * Let thy servant, I pray thee, turn back 
again, that I may die in mine own city, by the 
grave of my father and my mother' (2 S 19 37 RV). 
It was a duty of piety to see the bones of the dead 
placed in the family sepulchre, as David did for 
the bones of Saul and his sons (2 S 21"-") ; and it 
was the proper punishment of disobedience to 
the command of Jehovah that a man's carcass 
should not come into the sepulchre of his fathers 
(1 K 13**). To be deprived of burial was the last 
indignity and the greatest of calamities ; the spirits 
of the unburied dead were believed to wander 
restlessly abroad, or to lie in recesses of the pit, if 
they were admitted into Sheol at all (Ezk 32°*-, 
Is 1*4"). For this reason the possibility of death 
at sea was regarded with horror. So, too, no 
vengeance upon enemies could be more cruel than 
to throw their bodies to the dogs, or to allow them 
to rot upon the battlefield, or to be left as a prey 
to the fowls of heaven and the beasts of the field 
(Ezk 30 4 , 2 K 9 s8 ). Of Jason, who ' slaughtered his 
own citizens without mercy,' it is said (2 Mac 5 10 ), 
1 he that had cast out a multitude unburied had 
none to mourn for him, nor had he any funeral at 
all, or place in the sepulchre of his fathers.' But 
the humane prescription of the law of Moses was 
that the criminal hanged upon the gallows should 
be buried, and buried at all hazards, on the day 
of execution (Dt 21 s ) ; and in the case of the 
enemies of Israel captured and hung we find the 
law precisely carried out (Jos 8 s " 10**). The treat- 

• Chrittian Doctrine of Immortality, p. 199 [1901 ed. p. 161]. 
t R. H. Charles, Htchatology : Hebrew, Jewith, and Chrittian. 
p. 81ft". 
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meat of the body of Jesus ( Jn 19 s1 ), and the burial 
of John the Baptist (Mt 14"), and of Stephen (Ac 
8*), by their friends are later illustrations. Even 
suicides received the ordinary rites of burial, as is 
seen in the case of Ahithophel (2 S 17 M ). It was 
the duty of any one who found a corpse in the open 
field to give it burial (To l 18 2«, cf. 1 S 21">) ; and 
it is creditable to Jewish feeling that the bodies 
of the Gentile dead were allowed to rest in the 
Jewish burying- place side by side with Jewish 
remains. * 

Into the family grave only members of the 
family were admitted. In the Nahattean sepul- 
chral inscriptions t a curse is pronounced upon the 
man who defiles or sells a grave, or who buries in 
it any who are not members of the family. And 
the famous inscription on the tomb of Eshmun- 
azar, king of Sidon, pronounces doom upon any 
who may disturb his repose, or open or carry off 
his coffin for the sake of treasure, — may they nave 
no rest among the departed, may they be buried in 
no grave, and may they have no prosperity in 
their city ! t The family grave was holy ground 
and a permanent possession. The family might 
lose their estate, but never the ancestral tomb ; 
for in selling land no Jew could dispose of the 
burying- place, to the use of which his descendants 
were entitled to all time.§ 

When the Jewish people came to be dispersed among the 
nations it was an object of solicitude and ambition to be buried 
in the sacred soli of Canaan. ' Whoever,' says the Talmud, ' is 
buried in Palestine is as if he were buried under the altar.' 
And again : ' Whoever is interred in Babylonia is as well off as 
if he lay in Palestine, and whoever is buried in Palestine lies 
the same as under the altar.' I About the 3rd cent, it became 
' a pious custom to be buried in Judna's holy earth, to which 
was attributed an expiatory power. The resurrection was con- 
fidently expected to take place in that country, which it was 
also believed would be the scene of the coming of the Messiah. 
Those who had died in unhallowed countries would roll about 
in the light loose earth until they reached the Holy Land, 
where they could be revivified. In place of living inhabitants 
who were continually decreasing, Judsa was becoming every 
day more thickly populated with corpses. The Holy Land, 
which had formerly been an immense temple, inspiring great 
deeds and noble thoughts, was now a holy grave which could 
render nothing holy but death.' *I 

Burial was the universal mode of disposing of 
the dead at all periods of Jewish history [sec 
BURIAL]. Burning, which was the Babylonian 
and Roman usage, was among the Jews a death 
punishment inflicted for aggravated transgressions 
rather than a mode of disposing of the dead (Gn 
38 M , Lv 20" 21", Jos 7 M , 1 K 13 s , 2 K 23 20 ). Even 
when criminals had suffered the last penalty of the 
law by stoning or burning, or where, as in the 
case of Saul and his sons, slain in battle, necessity 
required that their bodies should be burned (1 S 
31"* ■*), their remains or ashes were provided with 
a resting-place in the bosom of the earth.'* There 
was great variety in the choice of a burying-place 
among the Jews, at least in the earliest times. 
Abraham buried Sarah in the cave of the field of 
Machpelah (Gn 23") ; Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, 
was buried under an oak (Gn 35 8 ) ; Jacob buried 
Rachel (see, above, p. 193') by the wayside (Gn 
35-") ; they buried Joshua 4 in the border of his 
inheritance in Timnath-serah, which is in Mt. 
Ephraim ' (Jos 24*>) ; and the men of Jabesh- 
guead buried the bones of Saul and his sons 
under a terebinth (1 Cli 10"). Burial in the open 
street or at cross roads was expressly forbidden 
by the enactments of later times. There does 
not appear to be evidence in the Scripture his- 

* Hamburger, RE, vol. L 470. 

t Studia Bibliea. i. 212 ff. 

1 Levy, 'Phdnizische Stndien,' p. 8. 

i Tristram, Eattem Customs in Bible Lands, p. 100 

t Hamburger, i.e. p. 476. 

•I Greets, History of the Jews, vol. ii. 648 (American edition). 
** Cf. Hamburger, ' Feuerbestattung der Toten," Supplement. 
Band, Abt li. 40. 



tory to warrant the statement that the family 
grave was originally in the house." This belongs, 
so far as it appears to have been the case, to a 
later time, and is represented as an exceptional 
honour reserved for Icings, prophets, and other 
outstanding personages (1 S 25 1 , 1 K 2", 2 K 21", 
2 Ch 33-"). In Babylonia and Assyria, at all events, 
'only members of the royal family were permitted 
to be buried within the precincts of the town. 
Their bodies might be burned and entombed in 
one of the many palaces of the country. We are 
told of one king, for instance, that he was burned 
or buried in the palace of Sargon ; of another, that 
he was burned in his own palace. The practice 
throws light on what we read in the Books of 
Kings ; there, too, we are told that Manasseh " was 
buried in the garden of hisown house" (2 K 21 18 ), and 
Amon in the "garden of Uzza " (2 K 21*). Private 
burial in the palaces they had inhabited when 
alive was a privdege reserved for the kings alone.' t 
The sepulchres set apart for the kings of Judah 
(0*3793 n'n-ip) are specially mentioned (2 Ch 21 s0 24 s * 
28 s7 ). Not all the kings were privileged to re- 
ceive interment in the royal mausoleum. Neither 
Joash nor Jehoram was Buried in the sepulchres of 
the kings (2 Ch 21*° 24 28 ), whilst Jehoiada was 
accorded the honour 'because he had done good in 
Israel and towards God and his house ' (2 Ch 24"). 
The remains of Uzziah were not admitted to the 
sepulchres of the kings, but were interred in ' the 
field of bnrial which belonged to the kings, be- 
cause they said he was a leper ' (2 Ch 26 s3 ). It is 
not possible to locate 1 the sepulchres of the kings ' 
in Jerusalem. It seems to be implied in a state- 
ment of the prophet Ezekiel (43 v ' 8 ) that certain 
kings of Judah were buried close to the temple, if 
not actually within its precincts ; and though 
there is no record of such a thing in the historical 
books, the statement is justified by the fact that 
the royal palaces, within which some of them were 
interred, and the first temple, stood virtually 
within the same enclosure. There were also 
common burying-places called ' the graves of the 
children of the people 1 (2 K 23«, Jer 28*), into which 
the dead were sometimes cast in dishonour and 
contempt. 

To prepare for himself a tomb in his lifetime 
has been the custom of every right-thinking Jew 
from early times down to the present day. Shebna, 
whose Jewish origin, however, is doubtful (Is22 1M -), 
Asa (2 Ch 16"), Joseph of Arimathwa (Mt 27 60 ), 
are instances in point. The custom was not con- 
fined to the Jews, for we find it followed by the 
Pharaohs, who built pyramids to receive their 
remains, by Eshnmnazar, by the Caliphs, and 
others. 

Of the sepulchres and sepulchral monuments of 
the ancient Hebrews and the later Jews it is pos- 
sible now to give an adequate description and a 
fairly complete history. We owe this to the labours 
— often skilled labours — of residents and travellers 
in Palestine, and especially to the organized and 
persevering efforts of the Palestine Exploration 
Fund and the kindred German Palastina-Verein. 
The sepulchral remains of Western Palestine, in 
particular, have been in many cases carefully 
examined and measured and described, with plans 
and sketches, in the Reports and Memoirs of these 
societies. We can now classify the sepulchral 
remains according to the type which they repre- 
sent, and even, with some measure of certainty, 
assign them to the period to which they belong, — 
to the Phoenician or Hebrew, Jewish, Herodian, 
Roman, Byzantine, Saracenic, or Crusading periods. 
There are three principal types of ancient tombs 

* So R. II. Charles, Erchatology, p. 82. 

t Sayoe, Social Life among the Assyrian* and Babylonians, 
p. 67. 
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found in Western Palestine:* (i.) Rock-hewn 
Tombs; (ii.) Masonry Tombs ; (Hi.) Sarcophagi. 

i. Rock-hewn Tomds.— These are by far the 
most numerous, and they are found in many 
varieties. They are also the earliest in date. The 
soft limestone ranges of Western Palestine and 
Syria were honeycombed with natural caves, admit- 
ting of easy enlargement and adaptation. They 
had been available for the shelter of the living 
before being used for the reception of the dead 
(IS 22 1 24 s ). The usual form of Hebrew tomb 
in the earliest period took advantage of these 
caverns in the soft strata of limestone. In this 
the Hebrews copied the Phoenicians, whose prin- 
ciple of architecture, Renan tells us,t was the 
carved rock, not the column, as with the Greeks ; 
but in point of architectural taste and skill they 
were far behind their masters. In striking con- 
trast to the Egyptian sepulchral monuments, — 
massive pyramids and vast underground chambers, 
— the Hebrew tomb, whether single or more com- 
plex, was marked by extreme simplicity. In fact, 
simplicity of construction and absence of archi- 
tectural ornament are the surest notes of the 
antiquity of a Hebrew sepulchre. No less remark- 
able is the contrast between the inscriptions and 
wall-paintings on Egyptian tombs — as at Beni- 
Hassan and elsewhere — and the plain and un- 
adorned simplicity of Hebrew tombs, which until 
a late period are entirely devoid of inscriptions. 
In some cases tombs are found singly on the hill- 
sides, as though individuals chose to have their 
last resting-place in their own vineyard, like Joseph 
of Arimatnrca, who had his own new tomb in his 
garden. More often they form a regular burying- 
ground or cemetery. Tombs of notable person- 
ages, like the so-called Tomb of Joshua, have gen or- 
ally other tombs around them, the desire being 
strong among all Orientals to be laid near to some 
holy man or national hero. 

{ 1) The simplest form of rock-hewn tomb is that 
in which a grave has been sunk in the surface of 
the rock to receive the Ijody, and fitted with a 
slab, let in round the mouth, to cover it, the 
cover being sometimes flush with the flat surface 
of the rock, and sometimes raised and ornamented 
like the lid of a sarcophagus. 

(2) Another simple form of tomb is an excava- 
tion driven into the face of a rock — called ^s, 
plural cjia — just large enough to receive a corpse, 
the mouth being closed by a rough stone slab. 

(3) The most common description of tomb is that 
in which a number of kokim are grouped together 
in one or more chambers of the same excavation. 
These, again, are in three varieties : (a) A sepulchre 
consisting of a natural cavern in one of the softer 
strata of limestone, having kokim cut in its sides 
with their beds on a level with the floor, the 
mouths of these being closed by rough stone slabs, 
either made to fit close, or only resting against the 
perforated face of rock. (6) A sepulchre where 
« square or oblong chamber has been cut in the 
rock, and kokim ranged along three of its sides, 
their mouths closed by neatly dressed stone slabs 
fitting closely, the entrance to the chamber itself 
being by a low square opening, fitted with a slab 
in the same manner, or with a stone door turning 
on a socket hinge, and secured by bolts on the 
inside. In this kind of tomb there is usually a 
bench running in front of the kokim, and raised 
from 1 ft. 6 in. to 3 ft. above the floor of the 
excavated chamber, (c) A sepulchre in which one 
entrance leads into a number of chambers, each 
containing kokim. Such tombs generally have a 

• We follow Sir Charles Wilson's classification : see The Survey 
of Western Palestine, Volume of Special Papers, p. 280 ff. ; and 
PEFSt, laee, p. m ff., where there are useful plana. 

t Million 4a Phinicie, p. 822. 



sort of porch or vestibule hewn in the rock, the 
front of the roof being often supported by pillars 
of natural rock surmounted by a frieze, and bear- 
ing other kinds of ornamentation. From this 
porch a low door leads into an antechamber, with 
or without tombs, from which access is obtained 
to the tomb chambers, all of which have raised 
benches running in front of the kokim openings. 
Some of the chambers have, instead of kokim, arched 
recesses (arcosolia) cut out in their sides, in which 
the body was laid, or perhaps a sarcophagus placed. 
The so-called Tomb of Joshua at Tibneh, on the 
Roman road from Antipatris to Jerusalem, is of 
this class. It is prominent among the nine tombs 
that make the rock cemetery of the place, and has 
a portico supported on rude pieces of rock with 
very simple capitals. There are niches for over 
two hundred lamps, arranged in vertical rows, 
giving the appearance of an ornamental pattern, 
and all smoke-blacked. ' Entering the low door,' 
says Conder, 1 we find the interior chamber to be 
a square with five loculi, not very perfectly cut, on 
their sides. The whole is quite unornamentcd, 
except by four very rough brackets supporting the 
flat roof. On becoming accustomed to the dark- 
ness, one perceives that the central loculus at the 
back forms a little passage about 7 ft. long, 2 ft. 
6 in. high, and 3 ft. 4 in. broad, through which one 
creeps into a second but smaller chamber, 9 ft. 3 in. 
by 8 ft. 1 in., and 5 ft. 5 in. high. In this, opposite 
the entrance, a single loculus runs at right angles 
to the wall, and a single niche is cut on the left 
for a lamp.' * 

Conder {PEFSt, 1878, p. 81) classifies the rock-cut tombs as 
follows :— 1. Kokim tombs. 2. Loculus tombs. 8. Sunk tombs. 
The first two classes he believes to be of Hebrew and Jewish 
origin, but the third more likely to be Christian of the Byzan- 
tine period. The word kok and its plural kokim designate the 
pigeon-holes or tunnels running in from the side of a sepulchral 
chamber, each having room for a corpse and nothing more. 
The designation loculus (locus in sepulchro) is applied to the 
the If, or trough, or bench receptacle for the corpse, which is of 
later use than the kokim. In many tombs which have been 
examined there is a mixture of both kokim and loculi, indi- 
cating a transition period about the Christian era or earlier. 
' The kokim tombs/ Conder explains, ' are those which have 
parallel tunnels runningin, three or four side by side, from the 
walls of a rectangular chamber. The bodies lay with their feet 
towards the chamber, and stone pillars for raising the heads are 
often found at the farther end. The kokim vary in number 
from one or two up to fifteen or twenty, and are of various 
lengths, from 3 or 4 to 7 ft. There is no system of orientation, 
ana the entrance door is in the face of the cliff, the chamber 
within being directed according to the lie of the rock. This 
kind of tomb is certainly the most ancient in the country, for 
the kokim are sometimes destroyed in enlarging the tomb on 
a different system.' These tombs were used by the Jews. 
This is proved by a rare Hebrew inscription, by a representation 
of the seven-branched golden candlestick, and by the fact that 
some of them are sacred to modern Jews as the tombs of their 
ancestors, and that their measurements agree with the pre- 
scriptions in the Talmud. The kokim are not sufficiently large, 
as a rule, to admit of the supposition that the bodies were 
embalmed or swathed in bandages like those which make the 
Egyptian mummy so bulky when preserved untouched. There 
is nothing in the sepulchral remains of Palestine any more than 
in the Bible itself to lead us to believe that the embalming of 
the dead was a Hebrew custom (Conder, Syrian Stone Ijort, p. 
133). For another classification of tombs see Benzinger, Ueb. 
Arch. p. 225. which follows Toblert in SWF, Volume of Special 
Papers, p. 288 f . 

We have seen that the simple tombs belong to 
the earlier period, and that the portico at the 
entrance, with its ornaments, is usually a note of 
more recent origin. It is to the Herodian Age 
that the ancient tombs on the east side of the 
Kidron Valley, Absalom's Pillar (possibly the tomb 
of Alexander Janmeus), the Tombs of St. James 
and Zechariah, and the monolith known as the 
Egyptian Tomb, are to be assigned. The so-called 
Tomb of St. James, now known as the Tomb of the 
Bene Hazir, with its Aramaic text, Doric pillars, 
and triglyphs, and inner chamber containing 
kokim, is perhaps the earliest of the group, and 
belongs to the 1st cent. B.C. The others are prob 
• PBFSt, 1873, p. 146. 
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ably later. The fine monument to the north of 
Jerusalem, commonly called the Tombs of the 
Kings, but known to the natives as Kubur es- 
Salatin (Tombs of the Sultans), has been identi- 
fied by Robinson as the tomb of Helena, queen 
of Adiabene. It contains that mixture of kokim 
and locvli which would seem to date it on the 
border of the Christian era. In one of the lower 
chambers of the tomb was found a sarcophagus 
with an Aramaic inscription containing the words 
Sara Meleka. It is not impossible that this was 
the native name of Helena herself, and that the 
remains found in the sarcophagus were her own. 

ii. Masonry Tombs. — These are rarely found in 
Palestine, and they are later than the rock-hewn 
sepulchres. They are confined to the northern 
portion of the country. The most famous are 
described by Sir Charles Wilson (SWP2S3). He 
mentions — (1) a building at Kedes (Kedesh- 
naphtali), 34 ft. 4 in. square, with a doorway on 
its southern side leading to a chamber containing 
kokim, which have been used for interments 
down to a late period ; (2) two tombs at Tell 
Hum (one of the possible sites for Capernaum), 
the one of which has 26 kokim, and, being subter- 
ranean, is closed with a door of basalt, the other 
of which has loculi, and is built of coursed basaltic 
rubble; (3) a fine tomb at Malal, near Nazareth, 
with 4 kokim and attached semi-pillars of the 
Ionic order outside; (4) a square tomb at Tei&str 
with three loculi, a domed roof, and pilasters 
on each side ; (5) the remains of a building at 
Ain el B'aineh, which had stone over rock-cut 
tombs. To these Conder has added four more, three 
of them at or near Jerusalem. 

iii. Sarcophagi. — Between the 6th and the 4th 
cent. B.C. the Phoenicians buried in sarcophagi 
called anthropoid, having a human head and even 
an entire recumbent form on the lid, the body of 
the sarcophagus being shaped like a mummy case. 
Such is the famous tomb of Eshmunazar with the 
celebrated Phoenician inscription. In the great 
discovery of sepulchral remains made at Beyrout 
some years ago, sarcophagi, mummy shaped, some 
in white and some in black marble, were found. 
Among the sarcophagi discovered in the excava- 
tions was a splendid sarcophagus in black stone 
resembling that of Eshmunazar, and bearing an 
inscription purporting that it is the tomb of Tab- 
nith, priest of Ashtoreth and king of the Sidonians, 
son of Eshmunazar. Some of those sarcophagi 
were made of pottery, recalling the slipper-shaped 
glazed earthen coffins found by Loftus* on the 
ancient Babylonian mounds at Warka. Although 
the Hebrews copied from the Phoenicians in their 
rock-hewn tombs, they did not follow them largely 
in the use of sarcophagi. We have already men- 
tioned the sarcophagus of queen Sara found in 
the Tomb of the Kings. Of others found in 
Palestine, those discovered at Kedes are the most 
ornamented. The material out of which they are 
hewn is hard white limestone, almost like marble, 
and the workmanship is excellent. Some of them 
had been made for two bodies laid in opposite 
directions, and at the bottom of the loculi were 
small raised pillars to receive the heads. With 
the exception of those great anthropoid sarcophagi, 
there is nothing to show a very marked distinction 
between the Hebrew and Phoenician tombs from 
the earliest to the latest age. The history of the 
sepulchres found in Phoenicia agrees perfectly with 
the chronological series which has been established 
independently in Palestine. t 

In the Greek age monuments erected oyer 
tombs became common, the tombs beneath being 
rock-cut. In such cases there is a combination of 

* W. K. Loftus, Chaldasa and Sutiana, p. 202. 
t Conder, Syrian Stone Lore, p. 97. 



the masonry and sarcophagus type of tombs. 
Hiram's Tomb,* about three miles from modern 
Tyre, containing a tomb or sarcophagus formed 
out of a huge block and emplaced on a pedestal 
made of three courses of grey limestone, most 
probably belongs to this period ; and tomb towers 
containing sarcophagi are to be found throughout 
Syria. At Palmyra those structures consist some- 
times of four or five storeys. Tombstones and 
sculptured sepulchres have been found at Kabbath- 
ammon, in Eastern Palestine, belonging to the 
age of the Antonines, but are to be classed among 
pagan funerary monuments. Sometimes solid 
monuments were erected near tombs like the 
Kamm'ttat el-Hirmil, east of the Jordan— a solid 
tower in two storeys, with pyramidal roof and bas- 
reliefs representing the hunting of the stag, the 
bear, and the wild boar, which date, it is supposed, 
from the 3rd or 4th cent. Of sepulchral monu- 
ments we have a notable example in the mauso- 
leum erected at Modin by Simon the Maccabee for 
his father and his brother. * Simon,' says the 
writer (1 Mac 13 47 "* 9 ), ' built a monument upon the 
sepulchres of his father and his brethren, and 
raised it aloft to the sight, with polished stone 
behind and before. And lie set up seven pyramids, 
one over against another, for his father and his 
mother and his four brethren. And for these he 
made cunning devices, setting about them great 
pillars, and upon the pillars he fashioned all 
manner of arms for a perpetual memory, and 
beside the arms shins carved, that they should be 
seen of all that sail on the sea.' Of this famous 
structure all trace has been lost since the 4th 
cent., and its site has not yet been identified. (See 
MODIN). 

In this connexion we recall the stinging words 
of Jesus describing the Pharisees as whited 
sepulchres, outwardly beautiful, but inwardly 
full of the bones of the dead — as building the 
tombs of the prophets and garnishing the sepulchres 
of the righteous, but being of a totally different 
spirit from those they seemed to honour (Mt 23"- 
iw. soj Whited sepulchres were evidently sepulchral 
erections whitewashed or plastered over to render 
them conspicuous, and to preserve passers by from 
the ceremonial defilement they might contract by 
approaching them. That some such distinguish- 
ing mark was necessary we gather from a similar 
saying in St. Luke's Gospel, in which Jesus describes 
the scribes and Pharisees as ' graves which appear 
not' (Lk ll 44 ). The reference in this passage must 
be to the humbler class of graves simply dug in 
the earth, and with no monument of any kind to 
mark the spot. At the present day the white- 
washed slabs covering Mohammedan graves around 
Jerusalem glitter in the sunshine and easily attract 
notice. (See for cairns or stones heaped on graves 
art. Burial). 

There are two sepulchres in particular which 
must always have a special interest to the Bible 
student, and which are both alike enveloped in 
a certain degree of mystery — the cave of Mach- 
pelah, the burial-place of Sarah, Abraham, Isaac 
and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah ; and the Holy 
Sepulchre at Jerusalem, where the body of Jesus 
was laid and remained for ' three days and three 
nig! its in the heart of the earth.' As regards 
the grave of the patriarchs, now covered by the 
mosque at Hebron, see art. Machpelah [of. also 
Stanley's Sermons in the East (pp. 141-169) and 
PEFSt for 1882 (pp. 193-214)]. Touching the 
Holy Sepulchre for which Saracens and Crusaders 
contended, and regarding whose site heated con- 
troversies still rage, it seems impossible to attain 
to certainty. The tradition of more than fifteen 
centuries located it within the Church of the Holy 
* 8m it figured In Syrian Stone Lore, p. 96. 
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Sepulchre. _ This tradition has been called in 
question since the days of Robinson. Its truth 
would require the site to have been without the 
wall of the city, for it is said that 'Jesns bear- 
ing the cross went forth unto the place called the 
place of a skull ' (Jn 19' 7 - ,8 ), and that « He suffered 
without the gate * ( He 13"). But the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre is not only near the very heart of 
the city as it is now occupied, but it must always 
have been within the line of the second wall. Tne 
latter contention is opposed, however, among recent 
authorities by Conrad Schick, who, after having 
resisted the traditional site for nearly forty years, 
has been led to accept it as the true site. He 
professes * to have ascertained by excavations and 
measurements that Calvary and the tomb in the 
garden where Jesus was laid were without the line 
of the wall though very close to it, just as we read 
in Jn 19 20 . The site favoured by recent authorities 
is a knoll of rock of rounded form and covered 
with shallow soil and grass, just outside the north 
wall of the city, and a little distance from the 
Damascus Gate. Under it is the cave called 
'Jeremiah's Grotto,' and there are two holes in 
the face of the steep and rocky bank terminating 
the knoll, which look like the sockets of eyes in 
a skull. Dr. Selah Merrill, long United States 
Consul in Jerusalem, the late General Gordon, the 
late Sir J. W. Dawson, and Colonel Conder.t have 
given their support to this site (see art. Jerusalem, 
vol. ii. p. 596* and cf. Survey of Western Palestine, 
vol. on Jerusalem, pp. 429-438). Thomson,? after 
examining all the evidence on both sides, attained 
to no certainty as to the site : ' Far better,' he 
says, ' rest contented with the undoubted fact that 
somewhere without the walls of this limited plat- 
form of the Holy City the Son of Man was lifted 
up, " that whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have eternal life." ' 

Litkrati'rb.— Keil, Bib. Arch. U. 199 ff. : Benzinger, Beb. 
Arch. pp. 163 224-227; Stade, GV1 i.pp. 14. 16 ff.; Schwally, 
Dot Leben naeh dent Tode, pp. 54-66 ; Conder, Syrian Stone 
Lore ; R. H. CharleK, Etrhatoloiy : Hebrew, Jewish, and 
Christian; Thomson, Lami and Book; Bliss, Excavations at 
Jerut.; SWP, vols. L andiv.; VEFSt, passim; ZDPV, passim. 

Thomas Nicol. 
8ERAH (mf).— A daughter of A slier, Gn 46" (A 
Sdap, I) Zappa), Nu 26** W (B Kdpa, B ,b AF Sdpa, 
AV Sarah), 1 Ch 7 30 (B Z6pe, A Sdpo«L 

BERAIAH (vt^p, Trrp, LXX Zapalat or Zapeud).— 
1. Scribe or secretary in the reign of David. 2S 
8" (B 'Aard, A XapaLat). In 2 S 20* he is called 
Sheva (fCeri *rto, Kcth. m-t), B 'Introvs, A 'laovt. In 
1 K 4 s the name appears as Brush a k^v (B Zafid, A 
2> urd ). This form or Bhasha would be restored else- 
where by Thenius, Wellhausen, and Stade ; while 
Klostermann prefers the form BhavBha Kpip (B 
'Ino-ovt, N Zotft, A Zowrd), which is found in 1 Ch 
18 16 . 2. High priest in the reign of Zedekiah. He 
was put to death with other distinguished captives 
by order of Nebuchadnezzar at Riblah, 2 K 25 18 - n , 
Jer 58 s '* **. Ho is mentioned in the list of high 
priests, 1 Ch 6 U . Ezra claimed descent from him, 
Ezr 7 1 (1 Es 8> Azaraias, 2 Es l 1 Saraias). His name 
also occurs in 1 Es 5 ' Saraias. 3. One of ' the cap- 
tains of the forces ' who joined Gedoliah at Mizpah 
after his appointment as governor by Nebuchad- 
nezzar, 2 K 25* Jer 40 8 . The text of Kings is evi- 
dently abridged from that of Jeremiah. The epithet 
' the Netophathite ' applied to his father in Kings 
really belongs to a different j>erson. 4. Second son 
of Kenaz, and brother of Othniel, 1 Ch 4"- ». He 
was father of Joab, who was the 'father' of the 

• PEP St, 1803, p. llOflf. 

t Handbook to the Bible, p. 856. 

: The Land and the Book (Southern Palestine and Jeru- 
salem). 



Valley of Craftsmen, of. Neh 11*. 8. Grandfather 
of Jehu, a prince of Simeon, I Ch 4 U . 6. One of 
the twelve leaders who returned with Zerubbabel, 
Ezr 2 s . In the corresponding list, Neh V, he is 
called Axariah (1 Es 5" Zaraias). 7. A priestly 
clan, probably named after the high priest' of 
No. 2. This course of priests was fa rat in order 
in the times of Zerubbabel (Neh 12 s , 1 Es 5*), 
Joiakim (Neh 12 u ), and Nehemiah (Neh 10 s ). This 
family is noted as one of those that settled in 
Jerusalem (Neh ll 11 ). In the corresponding list, 
1 Ch 9", Axariah is substituted. * Very probably 
they were father and son, and the two lists have 
selected different names to represent the priestly 
house, cf. 1 Ch 7 1 " (Ryle). 8. One of the three 
princes whom Jehoiakim sent to apprehend Jere- 
miah and Baruch (Jer 36 s6 ). 9. Son of Neriah and 
brother of Baruch, Jer 51 88 "* 4 . He held the office of 
n-Bjp Tr (AV 'a quiet prince,' m. 'or prince of Me- 
nucha or chief chamberlain ' ; RV ' chief chamber- 
lain,' m. ' or ouar term aster'). TheVulg. tr. princeps 
propheliee ; the Targ. (K*$*j-<*n 3*1) ana LXX (dpx«» 
6d)pwy), followed by Gratz and Cheyne, read 'in 
command over (the) gifts,' »'.€. nin;;r-u?. In this official 
capacity he attended Zedekiah when that prince 
went to Babylon to pay homage to Nebuchadnezzar. 
Like his brother Baruch, he was a friend of Jere- 
miah ; and the prophet having written in a book 
the denunciations against Baoylon that are now 
contained in Jer 50-51 88 , entrusted the volume to 
Seraiah, and bade him on his arrival at Babylon 
to read the prophecies, publicly, as it would seem, 
and then with tne symbolic action of a prophet to 
cast the book into the Euphrates and proclaim, 
' Thus shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise again 
because of the evil that I will bring upon her.' 
This scene suggested to St. John the imagery of 
Rev 18 s1 . N. J. D. White. 

SERAPHIH (O'g-fe ; "Ltpatbtlu and Zepa^elr ; sera- 
phim). — The seraphim are an order of celestial 
beings referred to only in Is Q 1 ' 7 . In his vision of 
J" the prophet 8CC8 them as attendants of the 
heavenly court, ministers of the ideal sanctuary. 
They are apparently human in form — they have 
faces, hands, and feet (vv. 2 -*); each of them has 
three pairs of wings (v. 2 ) ; they stand or hover 
above J" as He sits upon His throne (v. s ) ; and 
they proclaim His holiness in antiphonal chant 
(v.»). 

Opinion varies as to the origin of the word 
and the conception. Gepenius was doubtful, but 
thought it best to connect the term with the Arab. 

JL ' to be noble,' thus viewing the seraphim 
as the princes or nobles of the heavenly court. 
A considerable number of Jewish writers, such as 
Abulwalid and Kimchi, derived the word from "pf, 
regarding the seraphim as bright or shining angels. 
But flip means 'to burn,' not 'to shine, and ac- 
cordingly others have supposed the word to denote 
the ardent love or burning zeal of the Divine 
attendants. The verbal root, however, is not in- 
transitive, but active ; it means not to glow tcith 
heat, but to consume with fire. Hence the seraphim 
would have rather to be regarded as agents of 

turiheation by fire. This is in accordance with 
s 6*, where one of the spirits is represented as 
carrying celestial fire from off the altar to purify 
the lips of the prophet and purge away his sin (but 
see Dillm.-Kittel, ad loc.). 

It is now usual to bring the prophet's conception 
into relation with popular Hebrew mythology. 
The sdraph of Nu 21 6 , Dt 8' 8 is a 'hery,' i.e. 
venomous, serpent, which bites the Israelites in 
the desert (see Sekpent). In Is 14 s9 30" allusion is 
made to a * flying fiery serpent ' {sdrdph), which has 
its home in the desert between Palestine and 



Digitized by 



Google 



8ERAE 



SERPENT 



459 



Egypt. The latter is certainly a creation of popu- 
lar imagination. As the analogous cherub was 
primarily a personification of the thundercloud, so 
the seraph was of the serpent-like lightning. Now 

Just as a psalmist represents J" as making the 
laming fire His ministers (Ps 104 4 ), so the prophet 
seizes the popular notion of the seraph and trans- 
fers it to the realm of pure spiritual ideas. Not a 
trace of the serpentine form is left in his conception. 
His seraphim are the guardians of J^s holiness, 
who keep the profane and unclean at a distance, 
and purge from defilement that which is to be 
taken into J"'s service. By means of this splendid 
symbolism the prophet vividly expresses the truth 
that ' J" is a consuming fire ' (Dt 4**, He 12"). 

Another view has been started by Dillm.-Kittel 
and Marti owing to the discovery in an Egyptian 
tomb of the 12th dynasty at Beni-Hassan, of two 
winged griffin figures placed as guardians at the 
entrance. The griffin is represented in Demotic 
by the word sen:/, and Marti suggests that the 
seraphim in Isaiah's vision are to tie thought of 
as guarding the threshold of the temple.* 

Ihe 'living creatures' of Rev 4*' 8 , which are 
partly like Lzekiel's cherubim, resemble Isaiah's 
seraphim in possessing six wings and in proclaiming 
the Trisagion. But Cheyne has remarked that 
' the popular notion of the seraphim as angels is, 
of course, to be rejected. They are, indeed, more 
like Titans than placid Gabriels or Raphaels' 
(Prophecies of Isaitih, i. 32). 

The similarity of the word seraph to the Egyp- 
tian Serapis led Hitzig and others to identify the 
two. This idea has found little acceptance (cf., 
against it, Dillm.-Kittel, Jes. ad loc.), and still 
less has Knobel's suggestion that seraphim is a 
false reading for D*n-j$f, an imaginary Heb. word 
meaning ' ministers.' 

Ln fr atom.— See art. Ciibrcbik. and cf. the Comm. on Isaiah, 
eep. Cheyne, Dillm.-Kisiol, and Marti. J. STRACHAN. 

BERAR (Zepdp, AV Aserer), 1 Es 5*=Sisera, Ezr 
2* Neh 7 M . 

8ERED (Tip).— A son of Zebulnn, Gn 46" (A ZipeS, 
D'EapeS), Nu 28 a8 l !e > (BA ZdptS). 

8ERGIU8 PAULD8. — See Paulus (Skrgius). 

SERJEANTS is used in Ac 16*>- " as an approxi- 
mate English rendering of /Sa/3Jo0xo« ( = 'rod- 
bearers'), which represents in Greek the Latin 
lictores, officials whose duty it was to attend the 
Roman magistrates, to execute their orders, and 
especially to administer the punishments of scourg- 
ing or beheading. For this purpose they carried, as 
their mark of office, the fasces, a bundle of rods 
with an axe inserted. At Philippi they were 
attached to the (rrpanrfol, i.e. the duumviri, or 
prmtores, who administered justice in that Roman 
colony (Marquart, i. 475 if.); but who found on 
this occasion that by summarily inflicting stripes 
and imprisonment, without due trial, they had 
violated the rights of Roman citizens, and so had 
to undo, as best they might, the effects of the 
rash action for which they, rather than their 
instruments the lictors, were responsible. 

William P. Dickson. 

8ER0N (Stf/xw).— ' The commander of the host 
of Syria' (6 ipx^v rrjt Jwd/xews Zvpiat), who was de- 
feated by Judas Maccabeus at Beth-horon, 1 Mac 
313.*.. Jos. Ant. XII. vii. 1. 

SERPENT. — Eight Heb. words are used for 

* On the Egyptian custom of keeping a live snake in the larger 
temples an the representative of the tutelary demon, see Cheyne's 
' Isaiah ' in PB p. 139. where the famous Block Granite Serpent 
Of Atbribitis is figured. 



serpent. One Gr. word only (IgtoVa, ' the viper '), 
which is not used in the LXX, occurs in the NT. 

1. B»n) nd/idsh, is supposed by some (identifying 
roots vm and erf> ) to mean ' the hisser. ' It is generic 
for a serpent or snake. The Arab, equivalent 
hanash is clearly the same word, with a trans- 
position of the first two radicals. Its meaning is, 
however, far more general than that of the Heb. 
term. The root signifies ' to hunt or capture.' 
Hanash is defined 'anything that is hunted or 
caught or captured, of birds or flying things, or 
venomous or noxious reptiles, such as scorpions and 
serpents, or vermin, such as hedgehogs and lizards, 
and the rat and mouse, and any animal the head 
of which resembles that of a serpent.' It even 
includes the common fly. But, in popular usage 
at the present day, it is applied to serpents only. 

2. J'JP tannin, plur. D'j'je tanninim. This, which 
is usually tr. 'dragon,' sometimes otherwise (see 
Dragon, 4), is tr. ' serpent ' in AV and RV of Ex 
7». 10. 11 r v . 10 RVm ' Heb. tannin, any large reptile '], 
and in RV of Ps 91 18 (AV 'dragon'). It is inter- 
esting to note that while P in the above passages 
of Exodus uses tannin for the creature into which 
Moses' rod was changed, E in ch. 4* (cf. 7" [! R]) 
uses ndhdsh. The LAX tr. tannin by dp&Kwr and 
ndhdsh by £«Vt. It would have been better if our 
versions had preserved a similar distinction in 
terms. 

3. nifc* 'tpKeh. The Arab, 'afa is defined as ' a 
certain serpent of a malignant kind, spotted white 
and black, slender in the neck, broad in the head. 
It is said that it will not quit its place.' There 
is nothing in this description which fixes the 
species or even genus of the serpent referred to. 
AV and RV tr. 'epKek in the three places in which 
it occurs (Job 20 18 , Is 30 8 59») 'viper,' LXX fyu, 
itrrtt, BaaCkUtKOt. Tristram believes that this may 
be Echis arenicola, Boie. 

4. aie>?» 'akshUbh, ierls, aspis (Ps 140 8 ), AV and 
RV ' adder.' St. Paul, quoting the passage in Ro 
3 U according to the LXX, gives iawit = 'asp.' 

5. \r&pethen. This word occurs 6 times (Dt 32", 
Job 20"- » AV and RV 'asp' ; Ps 58*. AV and 
RV ' adder,' AVm ' asp' ; 91 lif AV and RV 'adder,' 
AVm 'asp'; Is ll 8 AV and RV 'asp'). In all 
of these the LXX has eunrts, except Job 20 18 
where it gives ipixup, and Ps 91'* where it has 
(iaoi\l<TKot. These discrepancies of translation, 
ancient and modern, show the uncertainty as to the 
serpent intended hypcthen. 'Avvlt seems to have 
been the equivalent in Gr. of more than one species. 
The repeated mention of the venomousness of the 
pethen, and the allusion to its being used in the 
tricks of serpent charmers (Ps 58°), led Tristram to 
think that the animal intended is the Egyp. cobra, 
Naja haje, L., on the ground that snake charmers 
usually have one or more cobras. It is common to 
see a cobra, oh each side of a winged globe, in the 
attitude of striking, chiselled over the doors of 
Egyp. temples. The Eng. 'asp' is derived from 
the Gr. and Lat. aspis. It is usually understood 
in those languages of the Vipera aspis, L. 

6. V9f zr.phri, 'jtyo* ziph'Cni. These words occur 
5 times (Pr 23 3J LXX Ktpianp, AV and RV 'adder,' 
AVm 'cockatrice,' RVm 'basilisk'; Is ll 8 14* 
Aryora iavlSup, AV 'cockatrice,' m. 'adder,' RV 
'basilisk,' m. ' adder* ; 59* &oirli, AV 'cockatrice,' 
m. 'adder,' RV ' basilisk,' m. 'adder'; Jer 8" flara- 
ToDrrat= ' deadly,' A V ' cockatrices,' RV ' basilisks,' 
m. ' adders '). The meaning of the root of the Heb. 
word is unknown, and hence gives no clue to the 
species intended. Both cockatrice and basilisk are 
fabulous. Neither the LXX nor our translators 
have been able to fix on any species. 

7. te'sy shvphiphCn (Gn 49" ' adder,' AVm ' arrow- 
snake' [given by RV in Is 34" for kippdz, AV 'great 
owl ' ; soe Owi.l. RVm ' horned snake,' LXX «Vita- 
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0^wos = • one in ambush '). By general consent this 
serpent bos been identified with Cerastes Hassel- 
quistii, Strauch, the horned serpent, a desert species 
of the most venomous kind, which hides in depres- 
sions in the way, as those made by a camel's foot. 
This would explain the allusion to biting * the 
horse's heels.' It is a foot or 18 in. long, of a sandy 
colour, with brown or blackish spots. It has a 
pair of horn-like processes above the eyes. The 
Arabs of the desert call it sheff An, -which, though not 
classical, seems to be a survival of its ancient name. 

8. y]7 sdraph, ' fiery serpent,' from a Heb. root 
signifying 1 to burn,' hence poisonous from inflam- 
mation. It is usually an adjective to other words 
signifying serpent, as ndhash (Nu 21* LXX Oava- 
rodrras), but also appears as a substantive (Nu 21 8 , 
Is 14» 30" LXX 6^i, i<rirli »). The ' fiery serpents ' 
(Nu 21* 8 ), which were sent to torment the Israelites 
in the desert, may have been any or all of the 
venomous species of et-Tih, as the cobra, the 
cerastes or sand snake. The ' fiery Hying serpent ' 
(Is 14 M 30 8 ), «|3*po sdraph me"upheph, is probably 
to be understood of some fabulous serpentine crea- 
ture with wines, such as are sculptured on Egyptian 
monuments ; Dut the expression flying may nave 
been intended to indicate the rapid darting with 
which a venomous snake strikes its prey. One of 
the snakes of Syria, called by the Arabs 'akd-el- 
jauz, is also called et-(ayydrah, because of its 
arrow-like, darting motion. 

9. "Exito-a is used only in the NT, and is tr* 
' viper ' ( Mt 3 7 12 s4 23», Lk 3 7 , Ac 28 s ). It is prob- 
ably generic for poisonous snakes. Tristram thinks 
that the one which fastened on St. Paul's hand 
may have been Vipcra aspis, L., which, although 
now extinct in Malta, whence venomous serpents 
have entirely disappeared, may have been there in 
the apostle's day. 

A review of the above critical analysis shows ( 1 ) 
that the translators have been at little pains to 
render the Heb. terms by the same Gr. and Eng. 
words in different places ; (2) that to only one Heb. 
word, shiphiphon, is it possible to give a scientific 
name with any degree of certainty. Of another, 
pethen, the most probable but not certain equivalent 
is the cobra. Of the others, three, 'akshiibh, ?eph* 
or fipKOni, and 'epheh, are wholly uncertain or 
indefinite ; one, tannin, had perhaps better be tr 4 , 
as elsewhere, * dragon ' ; one, ndhdsh, is generic ; 
and one, sdraph, is primarily of adjective not sub- 
stantive force. 

The following is a list of the principal venomous 
serpents in Palestine and Syria and Sinai : Daboia 
xanthina, Gray, a nocturnal species, large enough 
to swallow a hare ; Cerastes Hasselquistii, Strauch, 
the horned snake ; Naja haje, L., the Egyp. cobra, 
a very deadly species ; Echts arenicola, Bore, also 
extremely deadly ; Vipcra Euphratira, Martin, 
and V. ammodytas, L., both widely' diffused and 
highly poisonous. Besides the above there are 
numerous species of non -venomous snakes, among 
which are Zamenis viridiflavus. Dam. et Bibr., a 
species of a greenish-yellow to tobacco-leaf colour, 
often 6 ft. long, the variety carbonarim, Bonap., 
being black ; Z. dahlii, of a bluish colour mottled 
with block spots, and various species of Ablabes, 
Colvber, etc.; in all, 27 non-venomous kinds. It is 
probable that the Hebrews regarded all snakes 
with abhorrence, and that the common people 
supposed most or all of them to be venomous. 

The reputation of the serpent has always been 
double. It was the emblem of Mercury and 
iEsculapius. A serpent, to this day, figures on 
devices and badges pertaining to the healing art. 
The Phoenicians worshinited the serpent, and the 
Chinese do so now. Ihe Egyptians also wor- 
shipped Kneph under this form. They embalmed 
the bodies of serpents. The Scripture allusions to 



the wisdom of the serpent are two : Mt 10 18 , which 
refers to its caution in avoiding danger, and Gn 
31. 4. » j n w i,ici, guile and malice are plainly in- 
tended (cf. 2 Co ll 3 , Rev 12 9 ). Heathen mythology 
also attributed to the serpent such qualities of 
diabolism. And just as Israel came to worship 
the brazen serpent, which, according to tradition, 
was made to remind them of the venom and de- 
stroying properties of its prototype (2 K 18 4 ), so 
the heathen have come to worship the creature 
they most fear. This is not to be wondered at, 
as all heathen worship is a compound of super- 
stition and fear. Most of the Scripture allusions 
to the serpent are to its evil qualities. It is 
treacherous (Dan is a serpent in the way, Gn 49"); 
venomous (Ps 58 4 ) ; skulking (rn? bariah. Job 26 w , 
AV ' crooked,' RV * swift,' m. ' fleeing » or ' glid- 
ing'; -Is 27', AV 'piercing,' m. 'crossing like a 
bar,' RV 'swift,' m. 'gliding' or 'fleeing'; the 
expression seems to refer to its habit of skulking 
noiselessly away) ; * crooked (pn^ Is 27 1 , RVm 
' winding,' referring to the wavy motion with 
which he glides out of danger) ; it bites (Pr 23**, 
Ec 10 8 Am 5"). Christ compares the scribes 
and Pharisees to serpents (Mt 23 s8 6<f>tts ; cf. the 
remarkable phrase ywijuaTtx ex<-8vQv in Mt 3 7 12* 4 ). 
The power to take up and tread on serpents un- 
harmed was promised to the disciples ('Mk ' 16 w , 
Lk 10 18 ). On the whole subject ot the serpent of 
Gn 3 and the NT reference to that narrative, see 
artt. Fall and Satan. The mystery of the serpent's 
motion did not escape Agur '(Pr 30 1 *), and only in 
modern times have we fully understood its solution. 
The fact that serpents are produced from eggs is 
also noted (Is 59*). They were tamed (Ja 2?). 
Sirach alludes to those bitten by serpents, presum- 
ably poisonous (12 13 ). G. E. Post. 

SERPENT CHARMING.— It is said in Jer 8" ' I 
will send serpents, cockatrices, among you, which 
will not be charmed, and they shall bite you ' ; and 
in Ps 58* ' they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth 
his ear, which will not hearken to the voice of 
charmers, charming never so wisely.' The refer- 
ence here is clearly not to any species as distin- 
guished from other serpents, but to individuals 
not amenable to a general law. It need not be 
taken literally, as it may be that any snake, pro- 
perly charmed, would be subject to the mysterious 
fascination of the cunning masters of the art. The 
object being to show the extreme malignity of the 
wicked, a case beyond the range of experience is 
invoked to point the moral. Were it a normal 
thing for a pethen not to be capable of being 
charmed, the comparison would lose its force. An 
uncharmable serpent is a monstrosity. The stop- 
ping; of the ears is clearly wilful. To attempt to 
explain this literally by the fable of the snake 
applying one ear to the ground, and stopping the 
other with its tail (Rabbi Solomon), is childish. 
The snake has no external ear to stop, and no 
tympanic cavity. The only tenable explanation 
is that the moral monsters, so graphically de- 
scribed by the psalmist, are comparable to such 
an exception ' as a (not the) deaf adder,' etc. 

The art of charming serpents is a very ancient 
one, and has been brought to a high state of per- 
fection in Egypt and India. The apparatus is very 
simple. It consists of a shrill pipe or gang of pipes, 
and a basket or bags in which the snakes already 
trained are kept. These are of various species, 
some highly venomous, others harmless. The 
former have their fangs extracted, or else the 
lower jaw sewn to the upper with silk thread or 
silver wire. When the piper has played a shrill 

• On the supposed mythological allusions in Job 86« and 
Is 27' see the Comm. ad toe., and Ounkel, Sehopfttng u. Chaos. 
esp. p. 45 f. 
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air, the snakes crawl out of the basket or bag, 
and, coiling the tail end of their bodies, erect 
their heads, and sway backwards and forwards. 
The charmer winds some of theui around his body 
or arms or legs. Mishaps sometimes occur to the 
charmer with serpents which have not yet had 
their fangs extracted. Lane (Mod. Egyptians, 461) 
tells of a charmer who had a venomon* snake 
brought to him from the desert. He put it in a 
basket, and kept it several days to weaken it. 
He then put his hand into the basket to withdraw 
it in order to extract its fangs, when the snake bit 
him on the thumb. His arm swelled and turned 
black, and in a few hours he died. Some serpent 
charmers pretend to have the faculty of discovering 
serpents in a house or ruin, or in the rocks or fields, 
and luring them by their music, so that they can 
catch them. Doubtless in many cases the snake is 
introduced into the place by the charmer or his 
confederates ; yet it is undeniable that, in broad 
daylight and surrounded by keen-eyed spectators, 
he does cause serpents to emerge from their holes 
or dens, and so fascinates them by the music that 
they become subject to his will. Sometimes he 
grasps a serpent by the nape of its neck, and bites 
pieces out ot its head and neck. G. E. POST. 

BERUO Ztpo&x). — Son of Reu and father of 
Nahor, Gn H»--*« Lk Z 36 . Ethnologically the 
name is that of Santf, a district and city north 
of Haran (see Dillm. Gen. ad loc. and the authorities 
quoted there). 

8ERYAHT, SLAVE, 8LAYERY. — 

L The hired servant. 
IL The slave. 

1. Name and meaning. 

2. Origin of slavery. 

8. Slavery and ancient civilization. 
i. 81avery in ancient pre-exilian Israel. 

6. Legislation respecting slaves : (A) pre-exilian, (B) 

post- exilian, (C) compensation tor injury to 
slaves, (I>) runaway slaves, 
ft. Status of female slaves. 

7. Price of slaves. 

8. History of slavery from Jeremiah onwards. 

9. Christian attitude to slavery. 

10. Religious use of the term ' slave * (' servant'). 
Literature. 

i. Hired Servant. — The word employed in Hebrew 
for a servant who worked for hire, a hired servant, 
is , a term also employed in Jer 46 ai for a 
mercenary soldier. Such a hired servant was, 
however, free to render such service or not as he 
pleased. There was no constraint over his activity 
except for the stipulated time and mode of it, for 
which payment or wages ("9j?) was received. It is 
very difficult to determine what place the hired 
servant or workman filled in the earlier period of 
Israel's pre-exilian history. There are no regula- 
tions about him in the primitive compend of 
laws called the Book of the Covenant (Ex 21-23). 
The wild followers whom Abimelech hired (Jg 9*) 
scarcely come under this category, and the same 
remark applies to the priest hired by Micah (Jg 
18*). But it is otherwise when we come to the 
more developed code of the Book of Deuteronomy, 
which reflects a more advanced state of civilization. 
There we find distinct provision made that the 
hired servant is to be paid regularly every evening 
(Dt 24") before sunset, and this rule is made to 
apply to both Hebrew and foreign labourer alike. 
In the post -exilian legislation contained in the 
Book of Leviticus (111 13 ) this instruction is main- 
tained in full force. In fact, in post-exilian times 
an effort becomes clearly apparent in legislation to 
make the lot of the slave approximate to that of 
the hired servant (Lv 2i» 40 ). In the post-exilian 
literature the references to the hired servant are not 
infrequent. See the Lexicons, *. Tjfr. The Greek 



equivalent is /dadiot, fuo-dvT6t. The former is the 
term employed in Lk 15"* n . The difference be- 
tween the relation of the vj'jr or hired servant to 
the Hebrew household and that of the slave p^), 
or of the stranger or resident alien (i|), was that 
the relation of the hired servant was looser ; see 
Family. 

ii. Slave.— 1. Name and Meaning.— The ordi- 
nary Heb. equivalent of * servant ' was the word 
which properly designates slave, i^y_, 'ebed, a word 
common to all Semitic languages, including Saboean. 
It is, however, seldom found in Assyro-Babylonian, 
in which the equivalent more frequently used is 
ardu. The Gr. equivalent is SoOXot (also Oep&wwv, 
rats, olKh-ns). The word iaj/ is as common in 
Phoenician as in Hebrew, and enters into Phoen. 
proper names (compounded with the name of deity 
precisely as in Heb.). See Bloch, Phbnicischcs 
Glossar, pp. 47, 48, both pages being entirely filled 
with examples. The Tel el- A mama tablets give us 
further evidence of Canaanite names of the 15th 
cent, (ctrc), vix.'Abd-Addi.'Alid-Uras.'Abd-Asirta, 
'Abd-Milki, eta. For similar names compounded 
with 'Abd (fem. Amat) in Arabic, see Wellhausen, 
Reste 3 , pp. 2-4. The verbal root of the subMtantive 
13? connotes fundamentally the idea of working. 
In primitive life this meant chiefly the tilling of 
the soil (tin 2* 3 a 4», 2 S 9 10 ). Then it came to be 
specially associated with the conception of working 
for (HeD. another. Accordingly, the subst. "lajj 
is based on this special meaning, and therefore 
signifies one who labours for another and remains 
permanently subject to this relationship. 

This is, in fact, the cardinal distinction between 
a free man whose activity is not restricted by any 
compulsion to serve the interests of another, and 
the slave whose activity is so restricted. 

2. Origin of Slavery.— Slavery was probably 
a necessary element in all ancient industrial lite. 
Slavery arises from two main causes, viz. Want and 
War. Privation and famine compel a man, a family, 
or a clan to accept terms of service and maintenance 
from others to which under normal conditions they 
would never submit. War, a yet more potent cause, 
brings in its train foreign captives who are forced 
to enter a lot of subjection to the will of their 
conquerors. War, moreover, carries in its track 
desolation of house and home and of all means of 
subsistence. Whole populations are rendered des- 
titute, and flee for protection and maintenance to 
some friendly but alien race, and thus voluntarily 
enter into the position of bond-slaves as a refuge 
from famine and death. 'The greatest of all divi- 
sions,' says Tylor,* 1 that between freeman and 
slave, appears as soon as the barbaric warrior 
spares the life of his enemy when he has him down, 
and brings him home to drudge for him and till the 
soil. How low in civilization this begins appears 
by a slave-caste forbidden to bear arms forming 
part of several of the lower American tribes.' We 
shall presently see how this condition of slavery 
belonged to the old-world life of ancient Heb. 
society, where the male and female slave rank next 
above the ox and the ass. The terms used for 
both were sometimes closely similar, and indicated 
that they were regarded as property that had been 
acquired. The oxen were called Dy the Hebrew 
his njjjij, his acquired property or possessions (Lat. 

{>eculium, Gr. tcri}vos). The slave, on the other 
land, was his purchased possession or npa njpj? (Gn 
17 ia.i3.» > Ex 12 44 21""'). Tylor (ib.) thinks that 
the hired labourer arose out of the more ancient 
slave, the hired servant out of the ancient servus. 
' The master at first let out his slaves to work for 
his profit, and then free men found it to their 
advantage to work for their own profit, so that 
there grew up the iireat wage-earning class.' The 
• Anthropology, p. 434 ff. 
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reader will nob fail to note that this theory is 
confirmed by the results of critical inquiry in the 
OT, for at the commencement of this article we 
showed good grounds for believing that the Tpip 
or hired servant hardly appears in the earlier 
stages of pre-exilian Hebrew history. 

3. Slavery and ancient Civilization.— It 
can hardly admit of doubt that the advance of 
early human society in the arts of life was largely 
aided by the institution of slavery. Through slave 
labour, agriculture and industrial life progressed, 
wealth accumulated, and leisure was given to 
priests, scribes, philosophers, and literati to reflect 
and raise the level of human intelligence. What 
modern machinery accomplishes for man now, 
slave-labour accomplished then. In a word, early 
civilization rested upon slavery as a basis. With- 
out servile toil such vast structures as the pyra- 
mids and the sphinx of Gizeh would never have 
been reared. This is confirmed by the tradition 
of Heb. bondmen employed by the Egyp. Pharaoh 
in the erection of his granaries (Ex I" ,M ). And 
when we turn to the Assyr. monuments the same 
features of slave-labour powerfully impress us. 
The Assyrian empire, unlike the Babylonian, was 
essentially military, and the captives obtained by 
foreign conquest were employed in executing the 
laborious task of dragging colossal monuments 
into position. The vivid reliefs discovered at 
Kouyunjik, portrayed in Layard's Ninweh and 
Babylon (pp. 25, 27), clearly exemplify the character 
of those heavy tasks executed in an almost tropical 
climate. We see the Assyrian king superintend- 
ing the removal of an enormous bull. Several 
hundreds of slaves, provided with a rope which 
passes over their shoulders, are struggling in a 
long succession that ascends in single tile up a 
steep declivity, dragging into position an immense 
bull which has been landed from the river. By 
that river it has evidently been conveyed from 
the stone quarries where it has been hewn and 
probably shaped. Other slaves are portrayed 
carrying saws, picks, and shovels. A pair of 
them are dragging along by a rope, passing over 
the shoulder of each, a cart laden with planks or 
lovers. At intervals a task-master con be seen 
wielding a stick. 

But slaves were employed not only in the more 
laborious forms of manual exertion, but also in the 
arts requiring manual dexterity and artistic skill. 
According to Wilkinson (i. p. 457), the monuments 
testify that the Egyptian male and female musi- 
cians and dancers were slaves, just as we know to 
have been the case in ancient Greece and Rome. 
The maidens who formed the chorus of the Helene 
of Euripides were slaves brought to the Egyptian 
market by Phoenician traders. In Egyptian 
banquets the men were attended by slaves, while 
the women were waited upon by handmaids who 
were female slaves. ' An upper maidservant or a 
white slave hod the office of handing the wine or 
whatever refreshment was offered to the ladies 
who were present at a banquet, and a black woman 
followed her in an inferior capacity to receive an 
empty cup.' Female slaves are easily recognized 
in Egyptian portrayals. For they were not per- 
mitted to wear the same dress as the ladies, and 
their hair was adjusted in a different fashion. We 
find it tied at the back of the head into a kind of 
loop or arranged in long plaits at the back, while 
eight or nine others hang down on either side of 
the neck and face. Also they wore a long tight 
gown tied at the neck, with short close sleeves 
reaching nearly to the elbow, or they wore a long 
loose robe thrown over it. On the other hand the 
lowest menials, i.e. the men-slaves who toiled in 
the country, wore 'rough skirts of matting which 
they were wont to seat with a piece of leather' 



(Lepsius, Wilkinson), while those who were com- 
pelled to adopt a more active mode of life wore 
nothing but a simple fringed girdle, like that 
which is still worn by many African tribes, 'a 
narrow strip of stuff with a few ribbons or the 
end of the strip itself hanging down in front.' 
Under the New Empire we even find that the 
young slaves who served wealthy nobles at feasts 
wore, as their only article of clothing, a strip of 
leather which passed between the legs, and was 
held up by an embroidered belt (Erman). 

4. Slavery in ancient pre-kxilian Israel. 
— In the primitive social conditions of ancient 
Israel the different ranks of the community moved 
easily and freely amongst each other and came 
into hourly contact. The courtesies- and etiquette 
of life, especially in salutations and meals, were 
certainly not neglected ; yet the gulfs created 
between class and class by our highly developed 
modern civilization were, fortunately for human 
happiness, then unknown. In the life presented 
to us in the Books of Judges and Samuel we find 
high and low equally engaged in pastoral or agri- 
cultural employment. We are reminded of the 
genial state of society in Ithaca as depicted in the 
Odyssey. When the deputies of Jubesh-gilead 
came in quest of Saul, they found the Benjamite 
chief ana Israel's future king returning with a 
yoke of oxen from his field (1 S 11 s ). We associate 
Saul with the figure of the Roman Cincinnati 
summoned straight from the plough to assume the 
office of dictator. 

Thus, in that early and simple Hebrew civiliza- 
tion, slavery was free from half the terrors with 
which the later Roman civilization and the con- 
ditions of our modern life have invested it. It 
cannot be said that in the earlier pre-exilian 
days the lot of a Hebrew bond-slave among his 
countrymen was oppressive or even irksome. The 
description given by Doughty of slavery in the 
remoter parts of Arabia corresponds in many par- 
ticulars with the conditions of the early Hebrew 
bond-servant {Arabia Deserta, i. p. 554)— 

'The condition of the slave is always tolerable and is often 
happy in Arabia ; bred up as poor brothers of the sons of the 
household, they are a manner of God's wards of the pious 
Mohammedan householder who is ammy [properly " my uncle "J 
of their servitude and abity(" my father"). ... It is not many 
years "if their house lord fears Allah" before he will jive them 
their liberty ; and then he sends them not away empty ; but in 
upland Arabia (where only substantial persons are slave-holders) 
the good man will marry out his free servants, male and female, 
endowing them with somewhat of his own substance, whether 
camels or palm-stems.' 

We shall note the close parallel between the latter 
part of this extract and the details of Hebrew 
usage prescribed in the Book of Deuteronomy. 

A slave could attain to a high position in his 
master's household. He might even become his 
heir in default of offspring (Gn 15*- *). The im- 
portant place filled by the slave Eliezer, though a 
foreigner (Damascene), in the household of Abra- 
ham, is not without parallels in the narratives of 
antiquity. The Hebrew captive Joseph becomes 
the prime-minister of Pharaoh. In 1 Ch 2** we 
read the interesting fact that Sheshan in default 
of male issue married one of his daughters to the 
Egyptian (?) slave Jar ha'. In case of an emergency, 
the master of a household might seek counsel from 
his slave as from a trusted friend. Abigail has 
recourse to one of Nabal's slaves for advice in 
order to appease David's anger (1 S 25 14 *-)- A 
homely episode of this character occurs in the life 
of Saul (1 S 9 5 ' 1 ", belonging to the older stratum 
of the narrative called by Budde G ; cf. Richter «. 
Samuel, p. 169 If. ). Saul, in his baffled search for 
his fathers lost asses, turns at length for counsel to 
his slave. The slave gives the right advice, and 
directs his master's steps to the seer Samuel. A 
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fee is requisite for the consultation, and the slave 
lends his master a quarter of a shekel (about 8Ad.). 
Saul, in response to his slave's advice, says, 1 Your 
advice is good : come, let us go.' This vivid narra- 
tive reminds us of Gn 24 (J ; according to Ball J 3 , 
but Kuenen regards it as J 1 ), in which Abraham 
sends Eliezer on an important mission to secure a 
wife for his son, and exhibits in the clearest manner 
the confidential relations which subsisted between 
the head of a household or the sli6ikh of a clan and 
his slave. From the above narrative respecting 
Saul, in which he borrows a small sum from his 
slave, we gather the significant hint that slaves 
might even be the owners of property. 

The position of a slave in a household would 
largely depend on his origin, viz. whether of He- 
brew or of foreign nationality. In the latter case 
his situation would certainly not be so favourable, 
unless indeed, as in the cose of Eliezer, he had been 
born and bred in the household, and thus came to 
be incorporated in the clan to which he was locally 
attached, sharing in its hospitality and protection, 
and taking his due part in its sacra. The position 
of a recently purchased slave taken captive in war 
would be far different. In a Roman or Greek 
household he would be set to do the most menial 
tasks of drudgery; and his place in a Hebrew family 
would be similar, though not so forlorn. The 
Canaanites, as we learn from Jg !»•*»■**», were 
employed in hard task-work (at}). These lower 
employments are described in Dt 29" as gathering 
firewood and drawing water. The Jaws respecting 
warfare in Dt 20 10 "- prescribe that the inhabitants 
of those cities which surrendered voluntarily to 
Israel should be taken as slaves, while in case of 
resistance the male inhabitants were to be slain 
with the sword, and the women and children with 
the cattle were to be taken as a prey (cf. Nu SI 17 '**). 
In the time of David, through his numerous foreign 
wars, there came to be a large number of these 
foreign helots engaged in laborious task-work (o?). 
From 2 S 20 34 we gather that it became necessary 
to appoint an officer to superintend this special 
department of national life, viz. the a?? o? (Gn 49 u ) 
or forced service exacted from the slave-labourer. 
This was probably true of the reign of David's 
successor Solomon (1 K 9* 1 ), who did not find it 
necessary to exact any bond-service from Hebrews 
(save for the special work mentioned in (fW*), since 
the foreign slaves abundantly sufficed for all needs. 
Indeed, slaves of foreign origin were very numerous 
in the East, and this became especially true in the 
9th and following centuries. Assyrian inscriptions 
and portrayals abundantly testify to the barbarous 
practices that prevailed in ancient Asiatic warfare 
when cities were stormed and sacked. We know 
from numerous inscriptions that a large number of 
the prisoners * were carried away captive. Many 
of these, of whom female captives constituted a 
considerable proportion, would inevitably find their 
way to foreign markets. The great mercantile 
Canaan i te or Phoenician peoples, who had their cele- 
brated emporia of commerce at Tyre and Sidon, 
shared with the Philistines the unenviable notoriety 
of being the chief slave-dealing race of antiquity. 
Thus in the middle of the 8th oerit. A mas brings 
this accusation against the Philistines, who passed 

• The Assyrian term wu iaUatu (VW) and bOUtu (kiiidtu, 
foot ira). The former term, characteristically enough, is in- 
clusive of spoil generally ( I iglath-pileser I. Prism Insc. col. ii. 
80, iii. 86, 86 [b.c. 1100]). But the meaning is only too clear in 
Asurnasirabal's Annals, L 108 (o. 880 B.C.), where we read that 
he stormed the fortress of Hulal, and III M iaUasunu ina iiati 
atrup, 'I consumed with fire 3000 of their captives and left 
not one soul alive,'— kiUttu, on the other hand, means definitely 
war-captives. The*e were employed by Eaarhaddon in building 
temples (Prism Insoc. A and 0, col. Iv. 44-46). Respecting 
slavery in Babylonia, see Tiele, Bab.-Assyr. Oesaft. (1888) iu 
p. 600 ff. 



on their captive Israelites to the Edomites (Am l 6 ). 
We may conjecture that the last-named sold them 
again to traders who shipped them from Elath for 
foreign shores and markets. It is nearly certain 
that these traders would be Phoenicians, for ' trader' 
and ' Phoenician ' (Canaanite) were almost synonym- 
ous terms in those days (Hos 12 T , Is 23") and later 
(Zeph 1", Ezk 17 4 , Pr 31 M ). Hence the same pro- 

Ehet brings a similar charge against the Phoenicians 
ecause they forgot the covenant of 'brethren' 
which subsisted between Phoenicia and Israel from 
the days of Solomon (Am l 8, w ).* In post-exilian 
times Joel (3 [Heb. 4] a ) denounced both these nations 
for selling the captives of Jerusalem beyond seas 
to the sons of Javan, i.e. to the Greek populations 
which covered the western shores of Ana Minor. 

In contrast with the forlorn, though far from 
hopeless, lot of a foreign slave in a Hebrew house- 
hold, the condition of a home-born and Israelite 
slave would be far more tolerable. The Hebrew 
slave frequently came into his unfortunate position 
through the exigencies of the harsh laws of debt 
(see Debt) which prevailed then and prevail still 
in Oriental countries. This is clearly shown in Lv 
25».» t which exhibits the case of a man volun- 
tarily entering the state of servitude in order to dis- 
charge the debts which his poverty and embarrass- 
ments had contracted. During the regal period 
Canaanite civilization had spread and had become 
absorbed by the Hebrew inhabitants, the ]>opulation 
of towns had increased, and the power of the rich 
landowning class was seriously felt. The creditor 
became sometimes so harsh and exacting, that, if 
the father died, the sons might be sold into slavery 
to pay his debt (2 K 4').t These social evils must 
have been aggravated in the 9th cent. B.C., when 
the Syrian wars desolated the borders of both 
Ephraim and Judah, and the small fanners lost 
their crops and cattle through the ravages of the 
invader (cf. Is l 7 , Jer 6"), and were driven to 
borrow at the oppressive rate of even 20 per cent. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that the miserable 
lot of the oppressed peasantry awakened both the 
pity and indignation of the prophets of the 8th 
cent., who rebuked the overbearing avarice of the 
wealthy landowner. Amos upbraids the harsh 
creditor who sells his helpless victim into slavery 
for a paltry debt equivalent in value to a pair of 
sandals (Am 2 s 8 s ). A generation later Isaiah de- 
nounces the aggravated evils of his own time, the 
accumulation of the smaller properties consequent 
on the dispossession of the smaller owner ( Is 5 s ). 
Meanwhile wealth increased with rapid strides in 
spite of the Assyrian invasions. In the days of 
Amos the nobles lived in luxury in their summer 
and winter houses (Am 3 1S , cr. ch. 6). In the 
Northern kingdom houses were erected of hewn 
stone instead of the common brick, and of cedai 
in place of the common sycamore (Is 9 1U ). 'The 
land was full of silver and gold, and there was no 
end to the treasures' (2 7 ). Young foreign slaves 
were sold into Israel in considerable numbers.* 
5. Legislation respecting Slaves. — This is 

• For a different interpretation of the 'covenant of brothers,' 
see Driver, Joel and Amos, p. 137. 

t ' A young family is sometimes an insupportable burden to 
poor parents. Hence it is not a very rare occurrence in Egypt 
for children to be publicly carried about for sale by their 
mothers or by women employed by the fathers : but this very 
seldom happens except in cases of great distress ' (Lane, Maimers 
and Customs of the Modern Egyptians, p. 205). 

{ So we should probably understand the doubtful passage 
Is 1P>, which runs in the Hebrew ip'Bfc" onaj hS* [ap-aml 
they abound in young foreign (slaves).' It is probably rendered 
with fair correctness by the LXX x*l «»»« wtXXit «AXe«tA« 
iytn.Bfi lurik. That the Hiph'il of pop probably meant ' abound ' 
is confirmed by the Aram. *Ti ^ff) effusus est, satis fuit, and 

T 

Kal in 1 K 20*0. Moreover, this meaning harmonizes with 
and nh-zpn in the context 
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to be found in all three codes of the Torah, viz. 
(a) the Book of the Covenant in Ex 21 MI ; (6) 
its subsequent development in the Deuteronomic 
legislation in Dt 15 1 ' 18 ; (c) lastly, in the post- 
exilian Book of Leviticus (P) in Lv 25*"*. All 
these, except Lv 25 44 " 65 , deal with the conditions of 
a Hebrew slave in the possession of a master of the 
same nationality, and not with .the case of a foreign 
slave. This must be considered separately. 

A. We shall deal, first, with the pre-exilutn legis- 
lation contained in the two sections (a) and (b). 
The period of service is fixed as six years ; in the 
seventh there is the year of release. The question 
has been asked whether the six years may not be 
regarded as a maximum period. It is certainly 
quite possible that when, as in the case of debt, 
the sum to be earned by service could be worked 
out in a shorter term, the six-years' period might be 
abridged, but we have insufficient data in the OT 
to guide us on this point. The legislation appears 
to contemplate six years as the least period for 
which service could be entered. So Kabbis in 
their interpretations have inferred. Jacob's seven 
years' bondage to Laban (Gn 29") seems to point to 
a somewhat divergent tradition. It is evident that 
the six-years' period corresponds to the six days of 
work followed by the day of Sabbath rest. So 
with agricultural land, which in the seventh year 
is to lie fallow. Jcr 34 8-2a is interesting and sig- 
nificant, since it shows that these laws respecting 
slaves were constantly violated by the owners. 

In the pre-exilian legislation the special cases 
are duly provided for. But this is more particularly 
true of the earlier compcnd of laws (Book of the 
Covenant). In Ex 21 3 -* the case of a man who 
enters bond -service unmarried is distinguished from 
that of a married man. Under the latter case there 
are two varieties. If the marriage took place prior 
to the term of service, husband and wife become 
free together. But if the slave marries one of the 
slave-girls in his master's household, the wife and 
the children born to him by her do not accompany 
the husband in his year of release. This last stipu- 
lation is not mentioned in the Deuteronomic legis- 
lation. Are we to understand that the express 
provisions of the earlier legislation are tacitly 
assumed in the later? This is scarcely probable, 
since (1) the Deuteronomic legislation consistently 
repeats the earlier provisions of the Book of the 
Covenant, when adopted into its own code. Their 
omission, when tacitly understood, would have 
greatly abbreviated the later legislation in its 
written form. (2) We note a striking contrast 
between the express provision in Dt 15 l7u (viz. that 
the ceremony described in Ex 21 s , Dt 15 17 ' should 
apply to women as well) and the hard injunction of 
Ex 21 7 that the daughter who is sold as a bond- 
woman shall not go Free as the bondman does. It 
is true that the case here contemplated is that of 
concubinage ; but, as Driver in his commentary 
pertinently observes, the terms in I )t 15 la - 17 are quite 

feneral, and we are not therefore justified in intro- 
ucing exceptions out of the earlier legislation. 
The code of Deuteronomy is evidently separated 
from the Book of the Covenant by several centuries 
during which the Hebrew race advanced both 
socially and politically. The humanitarian ten- 
dency which was already conspicuous in the more 

frimitive legislation had advanced still further, 
t may even be true, as Driver suggests, that 
Deuteronomy belongs to an age so far advanced 
on that of the earlier code that the case no longer 
practically occurred of a woman being sold into 
slavery for concubinage, or at all events this was 
not contemplated or recognized. This could hardly 
have been true at a date earlier than B.C. 622. 

It sometimes, perhaps not infrequently, happened 
that a slave loved his master, or was impelled by 



the strong motives which the sustenance and pro* 
tection of his master's home afforded, not to avail 
himself of the opportunity of the seventh year of 
release. Under the terms of the earlier legislation, a 
wife, married when her husband was living in bond- 
age in his master's household, and the family reared 
under these conditions could not pass into freedom 
with the man when the seventh year of release had 
come. This would furnish an even stronger in- 
ducement not to avail himself of the freedom which 
the seventh year permitted. The master would 
then take the slave and bring him to God {i.e. to 
the local priest in the nearest sanctuary *), and bore 
through his ear in token of the fact that the slave 
was now the property of his master in perpetuity 
(Ex 21*). This should not be understood to mean 
merely until the year of jubilee, as Josephus (Ant. 
IV. viii. 28) and Rashi assume, since this would 
introduce an arbitrary qualification. The year 
of jubilee, as we shall have subsequent occasion to 
see, belongs to a later stage of national life. 

The growing humanitarian tendency which is 
characteristic of the Deuteronomic legislation 
shows itself in the addition of an express stipu- 
lation (Dt 15 1 ** 14 ) that the master on releasing 
his slave was to provide him liberally from his 
flocks, his corn, and his winet (cf. the modern 
Arabian usage cited from Doughty, above, p. 462 b ). 

The special case must now be considered of a 
father selling his daughter into slavery to another. 
To this the Book of the Covenant refers (Ex 2I 7 »). 
This was done under the stipulation that the 
maiden should become the master's concubine or 
that of his son. If she fail to please her master 
(or his son) who has destined her for himself (read 
■6 with KirS in place of she shall be redeemed 
[by her "father or some near relative]. Under no 
circumstances is she to be sold into the hands of a 
foreigner. If she be the concubine of the master's 
son, she is to be treated as a daughter of the 
master's household. But if another woman is 
married, she is in no way to be defrauded of her 
food, dress, or conjugal rights. If any of these three 
rights of food, dress, etc., be not preserved intact, 
she may claim her freedom and depart without 
any redemption money being paid as compensa- 
tion. As already stated, the case of a concubine- 
slave does not arise in the Deuteronomic code. 

Budde in ZATW, 1801, p. 100 f., discusses the difficulties of 
Ex 21*». After remarking thmt Dt 15'»- " indicates an advance 
in civilisation, he compares Lv 19», which, however, contem- 
plates a different set of conditions. Budde suggest* an ingeni- 
ous emendation of the doubtful ."njr *i W into ajn; uS tpk 
' provided that he has not known her (carnally).' The I .XX 
S, aiv£ mm9t.uA*y*,rmr: ' has promised or pledged herself to 
him,' appears to sustain the reading of the KM. We might, on 
the other hand, also render the Heb. text (KM) ' to whom 
(one] has destined her.' W. R. Smith, however, in ZATW, 
1802, p. 102, support* Budde's reading of ajjv, and makes the 
further suggestion that l6 did not originally stand in the text, 
which was simply njrv TP*. This involved a primitive usage 



* This is the view taken by most commentators ; 
does not mean 'to the judges,' as Dillm. seems disposed to 
understand it. For Jg 6», 1 8 2® (see Lbhr, ad be.), and Ex 
227. 8. 28 are passages where O'nhtt should be rendered by ' God ' 
not ' Judges,' God being regarded as the fountain of true justice, 
who spoke through the priest and witnessed the transaction. 
Hence LXX wpit ri «/mt<^.» «E M. Nowack would under- 
stand by O'.lVll here the ' family ancestors' (cf. 1 8 2S», Is 8>»). 
The slave was taken to the family sanctuary" and adopted per- 
manently into the possessions of the family. But this is a far- 
fetched theory, and the employment of 0'."6ie in a code of 
legislation in a sense so exceptional is certainly improbable. 

The boring of the ear (probably the right ear, Lv 8**- !«»*■ 17) 
was also practised bv other Oriental peoples, e.g. the Mesopo- 
tamia™ (Juven. i. 104). Arabs (Petronius, Sat. 102), Lydians 
(Xenoph. Anab. III. i. 81), and Carthaginians (Plautus, FaemU. 
v. ii. 21). For other parallels consult Dillm. on Ex 21«. 

t This humane Deuteronomic law was fully maintained in the 
later Jewish usage'. According to KiddtUhin 17, the worth of 
these parting gifts to the released slave must amount to 80 
•claim or 78 sh&lings (Hamburger). 
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whereby the heir (or son) Inherited marital rights ( Kiiuhip and 
Marriage, p. 80 f.). The story of Absalom shows that this 
might occur even in the lifetime of the father without shock- 
ing public feeling. But to the later Jewish ideas this was 
abhorrent. Hence the insertion of kS into the text. Subse- 
quently another textual tradition arose through the njnjp 
of v.9, which caused nyv to be corrected to mj?\ which found 
its way into our Massoretic text, k 1 ? of the K'thtb thus re- 
mained unintelligible, and it was extremely easy for the 
Jewish scholars to assume that here as in so many passages 
it stands in place of iS. The reading njn« ir* is confirmed 
by (1) the phrase fia 11133, which obviously presupposes 
sexual intercourse, (2) best explains 'J'ys njn.— If we accept 
W. R. Smith's emendation, it would -seem to show that the 
Book of the Covenant arose considerably earlier than the 8th 
cent. For in Am 2" the prophet denounces the profanation of 
the ' holy name ' by the intercourse of father and son with the 
same paramour (cf. Gn 36»<> (P), 49*). Here the rryy may 
probably refer to the fljr.jj of some local high place. The 
sentiment which underlies the verse is unmistakable. 

B. The post-exilian legislation of the Book of 
Leviticus (25*"**) was distinct, and was designed 
to meet the special conditions of the post-exilian 
times. The institution of the year of J UBILEE now 
takes the place of the old pre-exilian law respect- 
ing the seventh year of release. An express dis- 
tinction is made between Hebrew slaves and 
foreigners. The latter are to be slaves for life, 
and do not come under the operation of the law of 
jubilee, whereby the Hebrew slave with his family 
in the fiftieth year passed out of bondage and 
returned to his own kindred and to his own 
inherited property, where he was enabled to main- 
tain himself and his family in freedom. 

The older biblical scholars attempted to reconcile the 
Levitical legislation with the older codes. Thus Saalschutz 
held the view that the legislation of Exodus and Deut re- 
ferred to the tribes related to the Hebrews, while the law of 
Jubilee applied to Israelites only. But this distinction is an 
artificial 'Nothbehelf,' and the same remark applies to Dill- 
mann's attempt to harmonize Levit. with the earlier legislation 
by assuming that the former was designed to secure to those 
who had not made use of their right of release in the seventh 
year through utter impoverishment, that they should not be 
slaves for ever, but obtain their release in the fiftieth.— But both 
these theories are based on a failure to recognize that the 
Levitical regulations were a completely new constructive effort 
to settle the conditions of Hebrew bond-service. 

It is not by any means clear how far the slave 
benefited by the new conditions. Indeed the old 
Deuteronomic law seems more favourable, if the 
year of jubilee was over six years distant. The 
object of the new law seems to have been to fix 
a universally valid date of release, and thus to 
unite the lot of the individual to the collective life 
of the nation. Moreover, an express injunction was 
made (v. 47ff -), that Hebrew slaves should be re- 
deemed from bondage to a foreign owner by the 
nearest kin (first brothers, then uncle or cousin), 
so that a foreign master had not the unconditional 
right of possession towards the Hebrew slave until 
the year of jubilee. The slave was, if possible, 
to be redeemed before that time, the price of re- 
demption being regulated by (1) the original sum 
of purchase ; (2) the distance of the year of jubilee. 
We thus find that the fundamental principle was 
recognized that the Hebrew slave was rather to 
be regarded as a hired workman, and the price of 
his purchase or redemption was to be considered 
as a kind of hire paid for in advance. The Hebrew 
master was, moreover, exhorted to t reat him rather 
as a brother, or a ' hired servant ' and ' sojourner ' 

(VV.S8- «J). 

The condition of foreign (i.e. non-Hebrew) slaves 
has been already referred to, and will now be con- 
sidered in further detail. The captive taken in 
war naturally bore a somewhat heavier lot than 
the Hebrew slave who had passed into that con- 
dition by impoverishment or debt. But there were 
mitigations even in the lot of a foreign slave. A 
foreign captive woman taken in war and mode a 
vol. iv. — 30 



concubine was to be treated with a certain defer- 
ence by her captor (Dt 21 J0ff ). The fact that the 
slaves of the household were circumcised meant 
much. They were thereby received into a re- 
ligious community, and, by taking part in its 
sacra, shared in its protection. Thus from Dt 
12 u. u) 16» " we learn that they partook of the 
passover and other sacrificial meals, and, as we can 
easily infer from Ex 20 10 , they enjoyed their 
Sabbath rest from toil in common with their 
Hebrew masters. According to Rabbinic tradi- 
tion a slave could not be compulsorily circumcised, 
and, if he was circumcised, he was not to be sold to 
a foreigner, i.e. he was treated as though he were 
a Hebrew and not a foreign slave. But if he 
refused circumcision, he was to be sold after the 
expiration of a year. On the other hand, if 
before entering service he made the express stipu- 
lation that he was not to be circumcised, he might 
remain in bondage for an indefinite period ; see 
Mielziner, Die Verhaltnisse der Sklaven bei den 
alten Hebraern, p. 68. 

C. Compensation for injury to slaves. — The 
earliest code of legislation sought to protect the 
Hebrew slave from maltreatment, and the rules 
we find on this subject (Ex 21* * **• *• *) are very 
explicit on the whole. Smiting a slave so as to 
entail loss of eye or tooth entitled the slave to 
complete enfranchisement, and, in case death im- 
mediately ensued, a sure vengeance for such an 
act would be taken. If, however, the slave sur- 
vived for a day or two before his death, the punish- 
ment of his loss by death was considered penalty 
enough, for the money-value of the slave was the 
measure of the master's loss. 

We note here some vagueness as to what the 
'sure vengeance' (v. 20 ), to be wreaked on the 
slave-owner who murdered his slave, was to be. 
We cannot fail to remark that the expression falls 
considerably short of the explicit language of v. 12 , 
where the murder of a free Hebrew citizen is to 
receive the death penalty as its award. When we 
turn to the post-exilian legislation we observe the 
contrast. In Lv 24"- 22 all distinctions and special 

Erovisos are swept aside. Even the national 
arriers were discarded in this case by the post- 
exilian Jew. Bond and free came under the same 
law as well as the foreigner and Jew. Every 
murdered man's death was avenged by death. 

D. Law respecting runaway slaves.— The benefi- 
cent legislation in Deuteronomy on this subject is 
based on the sacred rights of hospitality which we 
find not only among primitive Semitic nations,* 
but also in ancient Greece. It runs : ' Thou shalt 
not deliver up a slave to his master, who escapes to 
thee from his master. With thee shall he abide 
in thy midst in the place that he chooses, in any 
one of thy cities that he likes.' It may therefore 
be readily inferred that the recovery of a runaway 
slave in ancient Israel was far from easy. This 
we know to have been the case (cf. 1 K 2 s *). Thi9 
was another circumstance that tended to mitigate 
the slaves' lot, by making it incumbent on the 
owner of slaves to make the conditions of their 
life tolerable. 

6. Status of Female Slaves.— This varied 
considerably. As in the case of male slaves, the 
lot of the foreigner was not so favourable as that 
of a Hebrew or home -born slave. Yet, on the 
whole, even the foreign captive might enjoy a 
position of comparative comfort. The humane 
legislation of Dt ordained that a foreign 

captive woman taken in war and made a concubine 

* Respecting this law of the OEr see /fS' p. 76, ' From the 
earliest times of Semitic life the lawlessness of the desert, in 
which every stranger is an enemy, has been tempered with the 
principle that the guest is inviolable. A man is safe in the 
midst of enemies as soon as he enters a tent or even touches 
the tent-rope ' ; cf. also p. 270. 
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was to be treated with a certain chivalrous de- 
ference, the respite of a month being allowed her 
by her captor. Note the position of the captive 
Israelite maiden in the Syrian general's house- 
hold, 2 K 5 3ff ', the confidential relations that sub- 
sisted between her and her mistress, and the 
sympathy displayed by the former with her 
master's disease. The genial treatment of foreign 
slaves in pre-exilian times evidently prevailed 
among other Semitic races besides the Hebrews. 

A Hebrew female slave is described by various 
terms, according to the position she held. If she 
became the concubine of her master or of his son, 
she was designated by the more dignified term 

(Assyr. amtu, Syr. ]Alo|, Arab. X*\ Phcen. 

t r 

noK ; in fact the word is common to all Semitic 
languages, rendered in LXX by 5ov\tj or depdrama). 
Under the adverse circumstances brought about 
by poverty, to which reference has already been 
made, it not infrequently happened that the 
daughter could not be disposed of as freeborn in 
ordinary marriage, because the utter poverty of 
the parents constituted a social barrier. But if 
the daughter was dowered with good looks, she 
could easily be sold as a slave, and the price she 
would obtain might not fall far short of the 
ordinary mohar or purchase - money of a free 
woman, which in the 7th cent, amounted to 50 
shekels, or nearly £7 (Dt 22 w ). Under any cir- 
cumstances the transaction in primitive Israel 
would not have differed essentially from that 
which took place when a marriage was contracted 
with a free woman for whom purchase-money 
called mohar was paid as though she were a 
chattel.* She would thus take her place as a 
concubine, and, if she bore children, her position 
sensibly improved. But if, as in the case of 
Hagar, she was simply the property of her mis- 
tress, and was introduced into this relation, the 
rights of the mistress might impose somewhat 
galling restraints. Accordingly, she might be 
called !Vf\f, as the concubine who bore children 
to her master, and entitled to the rights of a 
married woman (see above), or, by the inferior 
designation of a ngtf or « bond-slave,' called upon 
to do menial tasks (Gn 16*, cf. on the other hand 
21 ,u , where Sarah herself calls Hagar ."c*t), since 
she still remained under the controlof the freeborn 
and superior wife (16 8 ). is the expression 

which a woman does not hesitate, in the ordinary 
etiquette of social intercourse, to employ respect- 
ing herself when she is addressing a superior. 
This corresponds to the expression ijjj employed 
by a man under similar circumstances. This dis- 
tinction in the rank and dignity of the two terms 
is made clear in the speech of Abigail to David in 
1 S 25 41 . With true womanly dignity and courtesy 
combined she calls herself -17^, and yet consents to 
become a nijgp and do the menial task of washing 
the feet of David's slaves. It was to the mjqj that 
the laborious duty was assigned of grinding at the 
mill. This is the word* used to designate the 
slave-girl behind the millstones in Ex 11 s , where 
the term is employed to describe the lower end of 
the social scale. The LXX render — 5oi)\ij, Bepdrcupa, 
and oUiris. 

There is another interesting word employed 
in Hebrew to express slave-concubine, viz. 
(v:T9). No satisfactory Semitic etymology can 

• See art. Harriaok, vol. iii. p. 27Q b , under ' Dowry,' and 
quotation from Tristram's Eattern Cuttomt, ib. 

t Similarly in On 30 Bilhah is called by Rachel in her conver- 
sation with Jacob ' my 'Amah,' while In the narrative she is 
described as her shiphhah. This chapter is an intricate com- 
plex of J and E. It is impossible to say that either document 
shows a preference for one expression over the other, though in 
ch. 21 E prefers the title !Vft} for Hagar. 



be found for the word, and its form strongly 
suggests a Greek origin xaXXo/c/j (xdXXof, cf. Latin 
pellex). The Greek race was called n; by the 
ancient Semites. It is found in the Race-table 
Gn 10 2 * 4 (P) and in the Assyr. inscriptions of 
Sargon and in the Tel el-Amarna tablets. See 
art. JAVAN. The term therefore originally meant 
a foreign slave-concubine (cf. Is 2 Bb and footnote 
above, p. 463). The references Gn 35- 8 , Jg W, 
2 S 15 ie 20 s seem to suggest that the pUlegtsh was 
of a lower class and lax in morals. 

7. Price of Slaves.— According to the Book of 
the Covenant (Ex 21 33 ) this was 30 shekels, or 
about £4, 5s., which was evidently the average 
price in the pre-exilian period. The money-value 
would of course vary with the slave's age and 
physical condition. Joseph's brethren were con- 
tent with 20 shekels when he was sold to the 
Midianite (Ishmaelite) traders (Gn 37*). This 
was due to his youth. According to the post- 
exilian Jewish legislation (Lv 27 2 " 8 ), 20 silver 
shekels (nearly £3) was the sum fixed for the 
redemption of slaves between 5 and 20 years old. 
We find the same price (J maneh) paid for a slave 
from Suri mentioned in a very early contract- 
tablet of Babylonia.* The ordinary price, how- 
ever, for an adult slave prevailing in Western 
Asia during several centuries was that stated in 
Ex 21**, viz. 30 shekels. This, according to the 
most probable computation of the money-value of 
a homer and a lethech, was the price paid for his 
wife by the prophet Hosea (3*). See Nowack, 
ad loc. This was nearly the amount paid by 
Ptolemy Philadelphus for every Jewish captive 
in Egypt that he redeemed, viz. 120 drachma; 
(about £4).f In 2 Mac 8»- 10 we read that Nicanor 
attempted to defray the Roman tribute of 2000 
talents by the sale of Jews at the rate of 90 per 
talent. This shows that the same value prevailed 
in the 2nd cent. B.C. Nor can we forget that 
for 30 shekels our Lord was sold by His traicor- 
disciple to the Jewish authorities (cf. Zee ll 11 ). 

Wnen we turn to the clay documents of Baby- 
lonia we find like sums and even lower paid for 
a slave. The values also range in special cases 
much higher. Thus in the time of Nebuchadnezzar 
we hear of a woman, Sakinna, and her daughter, 
a little girl of 3 years of age, being sold for 35 
shekels [or nearly £5]. In another case a husband 
and his wife fetch 65 shekels [or about £7, 10s.] 
(Sayce). Mr. Pinches has transcribed a contract- 
tablet, in which a -slave is sold for 2| manehs of 
silver, or more than £22; J while, according to 
Tiele, a slave might even cost as much as £95. § 
In both these last instances the slave must have 
been particularly valuable, probably owing to his 
possession of skilled qualifications. 

8. Subsequent History of Slavery from the 
Days of Jeremiah.— In Jer 34 81 - we read of the 
unsuccessful attempt which was made in the reign 
of Zedekiah to carry out the provisions of the 
Denteronomic code respecting the seventh year 
of release, the philanthropic efforts of the king 
being thwarted by the avarice of the owners. On 
the other hand, Nehemiah's strenuous endeavours 
in the years that followed the return from exile 
were crowned with better success. Acting in the 
spirit of the new Levitical legislation (Lv 25 47 '), 
the Jewish slaves of foreign masters were re- 
deemed, and the rich were persuaded to forego at 
least a portion of their rights *of usury through 
which the whole trouble of bondage to a foreigner 
was brought about. * We have borrowed money 
to pay the royal tribute upon our fields and our 

• 8cbrader, K1B iv. p. 44 (iii.). 
t Jos. Ant. XII. ii. 8. 
1 Hrhraica, viii. p. 134 ff. 
I Bab. Auyr. Otteh. p. 607. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SERVANT, SLAVE, SLAVERY 



SERVANT, SLAVE, SLAVERY 467 



vineyards . . . and, lo ! we reduce our sons and 
our daughters to slavery, and it is not in our power 
to help it ; for other men have our fields and our 
vineyards' (Neh 5'' JS ). Nehemiah's request, that 
the fields, vineyards, oliveyards, and houses should 
l>e restored, was complied with. Doubtless in 
later times there was full scope for the operation 
of this injunction to redeem the Israelite slave 
from bondage to a foreign master, for we read that 
in the wars of the Ptolemies and the Seleucidse 
large numbers of Jewish captives were taken 
(1 Mac 3", 2 Mac 8"). 

It would be an interesting object of investigation 
to endeavour to determine how far the philan- 
thropic tendencies of Nehemiah and of the post- 
exilian legislation were influenced by the humane 
civilization of Babylonia. That that civilization 
was humane is clearly attested in the OT. Jere- 
miah's advice to the Jewish captives in Babylonia, 
' Build ye houses, and dwell in them ; plant gardens, 
and eat the fruit of them ; take ye wives, ami 
beget sons and daughters ' . . . ( Jer 2D 8 - *), would 
have been impracticable under any other than an 
enlightened and humane polity. And the fact 
that large numbers of Jewish residents preferred 
to remain in the land of exile instead of availing 
themselves of the edict of Cyrus to return to their 
own land, is a significant hint in the same direc- 
tion. Babylonia, as Sayce has pointed out, was a 
land where agricultural pursuits were carried on, 
as in Egypt, by industrious, peace-loving freedmen 
(not by slaves, as in Assyria, where the pursuits 
preferred by the conquering race were trade and 
war). In many instances we learn from the clay 
documents of purchase or sale that mother and 
child were sold together. Indeed, rights were 
accorded to women in possessing property superior 
to those of their Hebrew sisters in pre-exilian 
Canaan. 'The ancient Accadian law ordered, 
thnt if children had been born to slaves whom 
the former owner had sold while still keeping a 
claim upon them, he should, in buying them back, 
take the children as well at the rate of 1£ shekels 
each ' (Sayce, Social Life among the Assyrians and 
Babylonians, p. 79). 

The number of slaves in Palestine at any time down to the 
1st cent. a.d. was probably small in comparison with that which 
was to be found in ancient Greece or in Borne in the later days 
of the Republic. From the report of a census mode in b.c 809, 
the male citizens of Athens numbered 45,000, and the slaves 
350,000. It must be confessed, however, that the accuracy of 
this computation might be questioned. That the number was 
very considerable cannot be denied. For even the poorest 
citizen had a slave for his household, and a great number were 
employed in the occupations of baking, cooking, tailoring, etc. 
The father of Demosthenes possessed 50 slaves. Others owned 
many more (cf. Xenoph. Veet. 4. |§ 14, 15). They were em- 
ployed in workshops or mines.— In ancient Rome large portions 
of the oyer publicum began to be held by patricians as the 
Roman State extended its confines. These land-possessions 
were cultivated to a large extent by slaves (cf. Liv. vi. 12). 
Thus slaves increased in number, displaced the poorer class of 
freemen and peasant proprietors, and in the Licinian Rogations 
(B.C. 807) a provision became necessary that a certain number 
of freemen should be employed on every estate. In the later 
days of the Republic, and under the first "emperors, the number 
of household slaves increased greatly (cf. Juv. Sat. iii. 141X 
Horace seems to regard ten slaves as a moderate number for a 
person in comfortable circumstances to keep (Sat. I, iii. 12, 
vi." 7). These would be largely supplied from the vast number 
of captives taken in war. From Cibs. BO iii. 16 we gather 
that slave-dealers followed in the track of an army, and after 
a victory, when a sale of slaves took place (tub corona vendidit), 
purchased at a cheap rate. 

The treatment of slaves became more inhuman both in Greece 
and Rome as their number increased. In some respects their 
position in Athens was worse than it was in Rome. For in 
Athens the manumission of slaves did not take place so fre- 

rently as in Rome. Moreover, their position as manumitted 
ves (inXiCQtp*) was inferior to that which they enjoyed in 
Rome ; for instead of becoming citizens they passed into the 
condition of mere fiimz*, ana were obliged to honour their 
former master as their patron (rperrint), and, if they neglected 
certain duties which they owed towards him, might even forfeit 
their modified condition of freedom. Even Aristotle regards a 
■lave as a mere possession or chattel f*r»j-x-), or an iu^>vx»> 
ipy*>n, an instrument endowed with life (Kth. A'ic. viiL 13, 



Pot. i. 4). The bad treatment of Greek slaves is evidenced 
by the fact that they often mutinied (Plato, Legg. vi. 777 C). 
The insurrections under the Republic in Italy and Sicily 
attained formidable proportions. The two servile revolts in 
Sicily in B.c. 135 and 102 taxed all the resources of Rome, and 
were with difficulty suppressed, while the rebellion under 
Spartocus carried devastation through the Italian peninsula 
(B.c. 73-71). Nor are we in any degree surprised when we take 
account of the harsh penalties inflicted on slaves by their 
Roman masters, e.g. working iu chains and fetters (Plautus, 
Most. I. i. 18: Terence, I'hortn. il i. 10), suspension by the 
hands while heavy weights were tied to the feet (Plautus, 
Attn. II. ii. 31). We read also of hard labour in the ergot- 
tulum, and of such harsh penalties as the jurca, crux, and 
notatio (or branding inflicted on runaway slaves). Even ladies 
treated their slave attendants harshly in the days of the 
Empire, as Martial and Juvenal testify (Juven. Sat. vi. 219 IT., 
492 ; Mart. Epig. ii. 66 ; cf. Ovid, Am. i. 14, 15). Varro, in his 
de Re Ruttiea (i. 71), expressly classes slaves with beasts of 
burden ; and even the gentle and reflned Cicero feels constrained 
to apologize to his friend Atticus for feeling 'more than a 
becoming grief for the death of his slave Soaitheus * (Hp. ad 
Attic L 12). 

But as we enter Jewish society we pass into a 
new and happier world. In the first place, the 
number of slaves was far smaller in relative pro- 
portion. At the return of the exiles there were 
42,360 Hebrew freemen, and only 7337 slaves, or 
one slave to 5'72 freemen. The teachers of the 
Talmud looked with disfavour on the ownership 
of many slaves. The more slaves, so much the 
more thieving ; the more female slaves, so much 
the more unchastity (cf. Babd mezi'd 806*. The 
Essenes and Therapeutae did not tolerate slavery, 
as being contrary to man's dignity (Philo, ii. 458, 
482). The later literature of the OT reveals the 
humane attitude of Judaism towards the slave, and 
the religious basis on which it rested, The latter 
is vividly expressed in Job SI 18 " 15 . Humane and 
gentle treatment of a slave from his early youth 
will engender a filial feeling in him towards his 
master (Pr 29 w,w ). On the other hand, it was 
clearly realized that there were dangers from undue 
laxity. 

' Set thy servant to work, and thou shalt find rest ; 
Leave his hands idle, and he will seek liberty . . . 
Send him to labour, that be he not idle ; 
For idleness teacbeth much mischief ' (Sir S3 28 - 57). 

And the same writer advises even severe disciplin- 
ary measures — 

' Yoke and thong will bow the weak : 

And for an evil servant there are racks and tortures' (v. «). 

It is necessary to bear the last passage in mind if 
we are to gain a true and complete picture of this 
aspect of Jewish social life (cf. Mt 25 30 , Lk 12*, 
the latter passage showing that very severe corporal 
chastisement, falling short of loss of limb or life, 
might be meted out to an ' evil servant ').t Accord- 
ing to the Mishna ( Yadaim iv. 7), it was a subject 
of discussion among Pharisees and Sadducees as to 
whether a slave who had committed an injury on 
another was himself responsible or his master. 
According to the contention of" the Pharisees, the 
master was not responsible, though he was respon- 
sible if the injury were committed by his ox. Thus 
the Pharisees (in contrast with the Roman Varro 
above cited) emphasized the distinction between 
an unreasoning brute and a slave. They argued, 
moreover, that a slave might otherwise easily 
wreak his spite on his master by committing an 
injury on another which the master had to pay. 
According to Babdkammd (viii. 4), the slave, if he 
committed an injury on another, was liable to make 
compensation when he obtained his release. 

Respecting the conditions of release of Gentile 
slaves owned by a Jewish master we have not 
many data to guide us ; see above, under 5 B, ad fin. 
Every facility was afforded for the manumission of 

• ' Me plus quam servi mors dehere videbatur conimoverat.' 
t We are led to suspect that these sterner traits of Jewish 
treatment reflect Onoco Roman influence. 
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Gentile slaves. According to the prescriptions of 
the Talmud, the Gentile slave received release 
through (1) redemption purchase (Maimonides, 
'Abadin, v. 2), (2) letters of manumission (ib. 3), 
(3) testamentary disposition, (4) silent recognition 
of his freedom (Penh, iii. 8), (5) by becoming a 
Jew (i.e. a proselyte), (6) by marriage with a 
free woman, etc. (Hamburger). 

In Schurer, GJV* (iii. p. 63), interesting details are furnished 
respecting the influence of Greek legal procedure on Jewish 
practice in the release of slaves. The act of release took place 
mi rrit rptrtuxnt, i.e. in the synagogue before the assembled 
congregation (probably with some reference to Ex 21"; see 
above). Full freedom was granted to the slave, %*p'« Is l=i<V] 

r$» -rcoru/rri tutimt rt x*i <rt*r<c*p?tfr,fi»it [cf. rptsxaprtpdv in 

Ac 242.48 1" 04, Ro 1212, Col 4ii), i.e. with the exception of regu- 



lar worship in the synagogue to which the slave was bound. 
Accordingly, this mode of release in a sacred place involved a 
definite pledge on the port of the released slave to honour its 



religious usages. We have a parallel in Hellenic custom, 
whereby the procedure took place in a temple, and consisted in 
a fictitious sale of the slave by the master to the deity, the slave 
himself bringing the purchase-money. This did not in reality 
make the emancipated slave into a temple servant. He became 
actually free, and only morally appropriated by the deity. 
These facts are certified by documents discovered at Panti- 
capsum and Qorgippia (cf. Schurer, ib. p. 18). The same tradi- 
tion passed into the Christian Church in the eastern provinces 
of the Roman empire, and was called manumisrio in eccletia ; 
see Schurer, p. 53, footn. 53. 

The treatment of slaves in the Jewish household 
was not only humane, but under a good and pious 
master it would be even brotherly. Of the most 
distinguished personages it is related that they 
readily feasted their slaves with the same food of 
which they themselves partook, addressed old 
slaves as ' father' or ' mother,' and regarded their 
death as that of a beloved relative (BerakliCth 166 ; 
KethubCth 61 ; Jems. Babd kammd 6).* Acc. to 
Berakhuth, passim, slaves are placed with women 
and children in exemption from shemd and wearing 
phylacteries, though bound in other matters of 
ritual. 

9. The Christian Attitude to Slavery.— This 
may best be described as the religious attitude of 
Judaism expanded to the dimensions of Christ's 
gospel of universal redemptive love to man. With 
its advent new powers had entered into the world — 
new conceptionsof human duties and relationships. 
All these lie implicit in Christ's Gospel of the 
Kingdom. * To the poor the gospel is preached ' 
(Mt 11 s ). St. Paul expressed the new consciousness 
in the words : ' All are sons by faith in Christ Jesus 
... As many of you as have been baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ. . . . There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free . . . 
for ye are all one in Christ. Jesus' (Gal S 98 "* 9 , cf. 
Col S 10, 11 ). And so the doors were thrown open 
wide to a world that yearned for salvation. 

"The kingdom of God with its sublime universal ism offers its 
invitation to all men as children of a heavenly Father, and binds 
those who follow His call into a society. ... In the Christian 
Church the poor man found the civic rights of the Divine king- 
dom accorded to him without reserve as God's own child. . . . 
To the slaves, that lowest and most unhappy class of Gnoco- 
Roman society, the rights of man were restored. In the 
Church they heard the magic tones of the words : " Ye are men 
for whom also Christ has died ; redeemed, to whom the same 

Sieition belongs in the kingdom of God as to your masters." 
asters also heard in the Church the solemn admonition that 
they were the brethren of their slaves, since both had taken 
upon themselves bv voluntary choice the yoke of obedience to 
Christ (1 Co 7»»\ Eph &*■). When Paul uttered thoughts like 
these in his letter to Philemon, in which he interceded for the 
runaway slave of the latter, he was writing the charter of 
emancipation for the many millions of slaves who were held 
down by a minority in a degrading bondage.' t 



* On the humane treatment of slaves by Moslems see Lane's 
Arabian Night*, vol. i. p. 64 ff. (ch. i. note 18). Nevertheless, 
we are told that 'a master may even kill his own slave with 
impunity for any offence, and he incurs but a slight punishment 
(as imprisonment for a period at the discretion of the judge) 
if he kills him wantonly ' (p. 03). 

t Mangold, HiimanUnt viid Chrirtenthitm, Rede beim An- 
tritt des Rectorats der RheiruVhen Friederich Wilhelms Uni- 
versitat, am 18 October 1876. Bonn, Adolph Marcus. 



Nevertheless, the Church issued no authoritative 
mandate that masters were to liberate their slaves. 
On the contrary, obedience to masters was incul- 
cated ( Eph 6 s , cf. parallels), as well as forbearance to 
slaves (v. B ).* The leaven was to work slowly and 
surely, without external compulsion by ecclesias- 
tical authority, through eighteen centuries, until 
in the 19th cent, slavery was abolished in all the 
territories of Christian European peoples. In the 
20th the leaven will work its course in society to 
yet larger issues ! 

10. Religious Use of the Term 'Slave' ('Ser- 
vant'). — The word ' servant ' or ' slave ' is constantly 
employed in the etiquette of daily intercourse in 
ancient Semitic society and among Arab popula- 
tions at the present day. ' Thy servant ' (or if a 
woman, ' thy handmaid ') is the language of ordi- 
nary courtesy employed by an individual, when 
he speaks of himself, in addressing a superior or 
even an equal. In relation to God, this term is 
universally used by the worshipper. The root lay 
expresses the dependent relation of subordination 
and obedience on the part of the individual to 
his Divine patron and Lord. And it has tieen 
shown, under ii. 1, how constantly this expression 
enters into proper names compounded with the 
name of deity, whether Canaanite or Hebrew. 
That collective and idealized Israel was so desig- 
nated is especially apparent in Deutero-Isaiah. 
The term had been already employed in Ezk 28 a 
37*, and also in Jer 30 loa - 46 J7rf -.1 The passages 
in which the expression occurs in its most charac- 
teristic form within the collection designated by 
the term Deutero-Isaiah (chs. 40-56) are specially 
called the 'servant' passages, and are regarded by 
most critics as distinct in authorship.^ viz. 42 1 " 4 
49 i-« 5Q4-U 52'»_53 la . 

The portrayal of the servant in these four sections is distinct 
from that which prevails in the rest of Deutero-Isaiah. In 
the former the servant is idealized, personal and sinless. He 
is Jehovah's disciple, chosen to minister to the heathen as well 
as to his own people (496), going about his own mission with 
quietness (422. 3 A3'), suffering like Jeremiah and Job through 
the scorn of the unfaithful, and so offering a propitiation for 
the guilt, of his race (534-6). On the othsr hand, in the rest of 
Deutero-Isaiah, the 'sen-ant Jacob' is blind, deaf, a prisoner 
plundered, despised, full of sin, though chosen by God, pro- 
tected and destined for a glorious future. Yet these two por- 
trayals have their essential features in common. Accordingly, 
' servant (or slave) of Jehovah,' as a religious term applied to 
Israel, is a name of honour. Israel is chosen as God's messenger 
as well as servant. In fact the difference between Jacob as 
God's ^Hfi and as His own personal slave, called to a high and 
honourable mission, is very slight. The two expressions stand 
in parallelism in 421*. The servant is the chosen one in whom 
God taken pleasure. We are reminded of the relationship of 
Abraham to God as the ' friend of God ' (2 Ch W, Ja 2», 
cf. Koran, sur. 4> 2t ). See, further, art. Isaiah, and Sraend, 
A Tlichf lleiigioivjeschfi p. 352 ff. In fact the expression is con- 
stantly employed in the OT as a name for God's messengers, 
especially the prophets (Am 37, Jer 7 81 2M 26 s etc.), cf. Rev 107 
It is used of Moses (Dt 31», Jos U), of Isaiah (Is 20*). 
Furthermore, it is used of the Messiah in Zee 3**. and of the 
angels in Job 4i g (on the other hand, in Ps 103 21 1044 the term 
employed is DV.l [VP, which properly expresses honourable, 
voluntary, and, moreover, priestly sen-ice to God). 



* It should not be forgotten that the distinction between bond 
and free is cancelled, according to St. Paul's conception, only in 
Christ, i.e. within the confines of the redeemed society— the 
Church. Outside the Church the distinction might still prevail, 
and even be regarded as valid. St. Paul hardly contemplates 
any reorganization of society that does not rest on redemption 
and sanctiflcation of individual life as a basis. In that outside 
world St. Paul might conceivably still regard Roman law as a 
quasi xmituytryic , and hold that slavery, as a human institution, 
under certain guarantees, might be under temporary Divine 
sanction. Modern missionaries of the Cross in heathendom, 
with its more primitive social conditions, have been compelled 
to adopt this view. 

t It can scarcely be held that cither of these latter passages is 
genuine. In Cornill's text (SBOT) they are relegated to the foot 
of the page. 

I But see Budde, Die sogenannten Ebed-Jahwe-Lieder, 1900. 
Marti also argiies against separating the conceptions in the 
Servant-passages from the rest of Deutero-Isaiah ; sec his com- 
mentary, p. 28UL ; so also Cornill in Theulog. IluiuUehau, Nov. 
1000. 
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The transition from this OT use to the NT 
application of the corresponding term SovXot is 
very slight. It is applied to himself by Symeon 
(Lk 2*) in his prayer to God {Nunc Dimittis), Who 
is consistently addressed as Beawimjs (a master of 
slaves, cf. Ac 4'-", Rev 6 10 ), and similarly the 
Virgin Mary speaks of herself as God's 8oii\v 

(.1 ? K),Lk 1». 

This term St. Paul, in the introduction to his 
Epistles, not infrequently uses with reference to 
himself (Ro l 1 , Ph l 1 ) ; and that it is employed as 
an honourable designation, like the i?s; of Lzekiel 
and Deutero - Isaiah, is evident from the corre- 
sponding use of aTbffTokoi in 1 Cor., 2 Cor., Gal., 
'Lph\, and Col. (equivalent to 3*)?, see above). 

The relation of service to God is one of freedom 
and sonship (vioBeela), as we learn from Ro 8°. We 
have been emancipated from the older relationship 
to the law, which was one of fear and constraint, 
summed up in Ro 8 1J , in the phrase wvtBfia dovXelas 
. . . eh <p6fiov. These two contrasted states of 
relationship, belonging respectively to the new 
covenant of freedom and to the old covenant of 
bondage to the law, are compared by way of 
allegory to Isaac, son of the freewoman Sarah, and 
Ishmaei, son of the bond-slave (iraiSiaKT)) Hagar. 
The one is represented by the heavenly Jerusalem 
and the other by Mount Sinai (Gal f 1 -? 1 ). By His 
death Christ has freed us from subjection to bond- 
age throughout our life through fear of death 
(He2 18 ). Obviously, such a relationship of free, 
ioving service 'to Christ is not adequately expressed 
by SovXtla. The slave has no proper cognizance of 
his master's thoughts, but Christ has confided all 
His Father's purposes of love to His disciples. 
' Henceforth I do not call you servants (slaves), but 
I have called you friends ' (Jn 15 IS ). 

Literature. — Nowack, Heb. Arch, and the corresponding 
work of Benzinger ; Ewald, AUertkiimtrS, pp. 280-288 (Eng. 
tr. p. 21011.); the articles on 81a ves in PRE, in Riehm's 
HwB. and in Hamburger's RE; Mielziner, Die Verhdltniue 
der Slclaven bei den aUen Hebraem ; Mandl, Dai Sklavenrtcht 
dei AT. All these have been duly utilized in the present 
article. Suggestive for the OT is ch. vi. on ' Society, Morals,' 
etc., in McCurdy, HPM ii. 168 ff. On Grteco-Roman Society 
cf. Smith's Diet, o/ Or. and Rom. Ant.*, and the Concise 
Diet, by Warre Cornish (from which materials have been 
drawn). Other works have been referred to in the course 
of the article. On Arab slavery see Lane's Arabian Nights, 
ch. i. note 13; on slavery in the light of Christian ethics 
see JuL Kostlin, Chrittliehe Elhik, pp. 318. 490 ff. ; Lightfoot, 
PAtfcmon(Introd.). OWEK C. WHITEHOUSE. 

SE8IS (B levels, A Zefffftlt), 1 Es 9" = Shashai, 
Ezr 10*. 

BE8THEL (ZcvftyX), 1 Es 9 sl =Bezalel of the sons 
of Pahath-moab, Ezr 10**. 

SET. — The Eng. verb to 'set' is properly a 
causative form of ' sit,' but it has been confused 
with 'sit' (partly through spelling both 'set'), 
and, like other monosyl. verbs, has come to be 
used very freely. 1. Observe the foil, passages : 
Gn 30* 4 And he set three days' journey betwixt 
himself and Jacob' (Wye. 'And putte a space of 
tore daies weye betwixt,' 1388 'settide the space 
of weie of thre daies betwixt ') ; Ex 19" 4 And thou 
shalt set bounds unto the people round about' 
(Wye. 4 ordeyn termes,' 1388 'sette termes'; Tind. 
'sett marks rounde aboute the people'); Ps 73 18 
• Surely thou didst set them in slippery places ' ; 
Sir 10* 4 Such an one setteth his own soul to sale ' 
(H)r iavrov <pvx^t" tKrpaKrov Toiei) ; Lk 7 8 ' I also am a 
man set under authority ' (raaaotievot) ; He 12' ' the 
race that is set before us' (tov xpoKelnerow i)fw> 
ayQva) ; 12 s ' for the joy that was set before him ' 

2. To 4 be set ' is sometimes used as an equivalent 



equi 

for to 4 sit,' like Scot. ' be seated,' as Lk 7 s7 Rhem. 



' As she knew that he was set downe in the 
Pharisees house.' So Dn 7 W 'The judgment was 
set' (aiv k}"t, LXX KpiT-fipiov iK&Ourt, Vulg. judicium 
sedit, Wye. 'the dom sate'); Sir 38* 'Who is 
alway carefully set at his work ' ; Mt 5 1 4 When he 
was set, his disciples came unto him' ; 27" ; Lk 2 U 
4 This child is set for the fall and rising again of 
many in Israel ' (icecrat) ; Jn 13 ,s 'So after he had 
washed their feet . . . and was set down again ' ; 
Ph l 17 4 1 am set for the defence of the gospel' 
(Kttnat) ; He 8 l ; Rev 3 21 ' To him that overcometh 
will I grant to sit (xa6laai) with me in my throne, 
even as I also overcame, and am set down (iK&Oura) 
with my father in his throne.' 

3. To set means to arrange in proper order, in 
2Ch 20" 'Set yourselves, stand ye still,' Ps 2* 
4 The kings of the earth set themselves ' ('3^t:n% 
Driver [Par. Psalt.}, 'take their stand'), Ca 5" 
4 His eyes are . . . fitly set,' Is 3 s * ' Instead of 
well set hair, baldness.' Cf. Ex 2S 7 Tindale, 
4 Onix stones and sett stones for the Ephod ' ; 
Chaucer, Duchesse, 828 — 

'So had she 

Surmounted hem alle of beaute, 

Of mancr and of comlinessc, 

Of stature and wel set gladnesse.' 

f. The sense of 4 fix,' 4 determine,' arises natur- 
ally from the original idea of 4 cause to stand.' 
Thus Neh 2* ' It pleased the king to send me ; and 
I set him a time ; so Gn 17 31 ' At this set time in 
the next year' (cf. 21*. Ex 9*) ; 4 set office' (nju»), 
1 Ch 9»- * » 2 Ch 31 »• 18 ; and esp. 4 set feast ' (as 
the tr. of tito, lit. 'appointed time' [of sacred 
seasons]) Lv IS 4 * RV (7 such are enumerated in 
this ch.), Nu 10 10 (RV) 29* al. Cf. Judgement of 
tlie St/node at Dort, p. 4, 4 Hee hath chosen in 
Christ unto salvation a set number of certaine 
men, neither better nor more worthy then others.' 

5. The following phrases are mostly biblical : 
(1) Set one's hand to, Dt 23* 'In all that thou 
settest thine hand to' (RV 'puttest thine hand 
unto'), 28 8 . Cf. Ac 12' Rhem. 4 And at the same 
time Herod the king set his handes, to afflicte 
certaine of the Church.' (2) Set one's heart to, 
Ex 7 s3 4 Neither did he set his heart to this also ' 
(RV 4 lay even this to heart,' RVm 'Heb. set his 
heart even to this ') ; Dt 32* ' Set your hearts unto 
all the words which I testify among you this day ' ; 
1 Ch 22 u ' Now set your heart and your soul to 
seek the Lord your God' ; Job 7 17 ' What is man 
. . . that thou shouklest set thine heart upon 
him ? ' ; Ps 78 8 4 A generation that set not their 
heart aright' ; Jer 31 s1 4 Set thine heart toward 
the highway ' ; Dn 6" ' Then the king ... set his 
heart on Daniel to deliver him.' Cf. 1 Ch 29* ' I 
have set my affection to the house of my God.' 
(3) Set one's face. This is one of the many 
Hebraisms in which the 4 face ' plays its part. 
It has two meanings : (a) Turn towards with a 
purpose or resolution, determine, Nu 24 1 'But he 
set nis face toward the wilderness' ; 2 K 12 17 ' And 
Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem 1 ; Ezk 
21 lfl 4 Go thee one way or other . . . whitherso- 
ever thy face is set'; Jer 42" 'If ye wholly set; 
your faces to enter into Egypt,' 42" ; Lk 9 81 ' He 
stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem' (rb 
rpicurov iirrfipurtw). (b) To take up an antagonistic 
position, Lv 17 10 ' I will even set my face against 
that soul that eateth blood,' 20 s ■ •• « ; Jer 21 10 
' For I have set my face against this city for evil ' ; 
Ezk 6 a ' Son of man, set thy face toward the 
mountains of Israel, and prophesy against them,' 
13 17 15 7 20* 21 J 25" 28 al 29 s 35* 38 s . (4) To set 
eyes on, Ac 13 9 , is not as now ' to catch a glimpse 
of,' but to 'fix one's eyes upon ' : ' Then Saul (who 
is also called Paul), filled with the Holy Ghost, set 
his eyes on him ' {drevlaat els airrbv, RV ' fastened 
his eyes on him '). 
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6. The verb to ' set ' is used with certain adverbs 
in a sense that is antiquated or Hebraistic: (1) 
Set at, that is, * valued at,' 2 K 12 4 ' The money 
that every man is set at ' (RV 1 the money of the 
persons for whom each man is rated,' RVm ' Heb. 
each man the money of the souls of his estima- 
tion '). Cf. Lv 27 a Tind. « Yf any man will geve a 
Bynguler vowe unto the Lorde acordynge to the 
value of his soule, then shall the male from xx. 
yere unto lx. be set at fyftie sycles of sylver ' ; 
and Shaks. Hamlet, I. iv. 67—* I do not set my life 
at a pin's fee.' (2) Set at nought, i.e. despise, 
treat with contempt or mockery, Pr I s8 'But ye 
have set at nought all my counsel,' Mk 9 M , Lk 23", 
Ac 4" 19 27 , Ro 14 10 . (3) Set by, i.e. esteem, 2 Mac 
4" ' Not setting by the honours of their fathers, 
but liking the glory of the [Grecians] best of all ' (4* 
ovdfvl nOifievoi, RV 1 making of no account '). Cf. 
Ps 15 4 Pr. Bk. ' He that setteth not by hym selfe, 
but maketh moche of them that fear the Lorde ' ; 
Ridley, Works, 27, ' Lest I should seem to set by 
mine own conceit, more than is meet'; Babees 
Book, p. 72— 

' He that good manners aeemes to lack. 

No wyse man doth set by : 
Wythout conditions rertuotis, 
Thou art not worth a flye.' 

So set much by, 1 S 18* 1 His name was much set 
by,' 26* *• : cf. 1 P 3* Tind. ' With a meke and a 
quyet sprete, which sprete is before God a thinge 
nioche set by.' So also set little by or set light by, 
Dt 27 16 ' Cursed be he that setteth light by his 
father or his mother'; Ezk 22 7 , Jth ll a . Cf. Jer 
50" Cov. ' She shall be the least set by amonge 
the nacions ' ; Tindale, Expos, p. 229, * Called the 
least, that is to say, shall be little set by and 
despised : called great, that is to say, shall be 
much set by and had in reverence.' Even set at 
light is found in the margin of 2 S 19". Cf. Fisher, 
A Spiritual Consolation (in Morley 's Eng. Religion, 
p. 140), 1 Such as we set but at light, full greatly 
shall be weighed in the presence of his most high 
Majesty ' ; Knox, Hist. 49, ' Perchance this hand 
of Goa will make them now to magnifie and 
reverence that word which before (for the fear of 
men) they set at light price.' (4) Set forth. This 
phrase has various meanings : (a) Begin a journey, 
Nu V « These shall first set forth ' ; Ac 21» « We 
went aboard, and set forth ' (ArjfcAptei', RV * set 
sail'). Cf. Bunyan, Holy War, 68, 'The time, 
therefore, of his setting forth being now expired, 
he addressed himself for his march ' ; Melvill, 
Diary, 172, *Sa, parting from Berwik, hartlie 
recommendit to the blessing and grace of God, be 
manie godlie men and women, and be sum sett and 
convoyet a guid way on our jorney, we cam that 
night to Anweik.' (6) Bring forward or cause to 
be seen, Ps 14 I s ' Let my prayer be set forth before 
thee as incense' (lisp, LXX KaTevdwS-fyru, Vulg. 
dirigatur) ; Ezk 27*° 1 They hanged the shield and 
helmet in thee ; they set forth thy comeliness ' 
(unj, LXX Mwrov); Dn 11"- a 'And he shall set 
forth a great multitude' (vpjjm,); Am 8 6 'When 
will the new moon be gone, that we may sell corn ? 
and the sabbath, that we may set forth wheat ? ' 
(TO'nrjf rjj, AVm and RVm ' open ') ; Lk l 1 ' To set 
forth in order a declaration of those things' {dvardS- 
aadai) ; Ro 3* * Whom God hath set forth to be a 
propitiation ' (fl» vaoidfro 6 0e6s, AVm ' foreordained,' 
RVm * purposed ') ; 1 Co 4» ' For I think that God 
hath set forbh us the apostles last ' (iriit^tv) ; Gal 
3 1 ' Before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been 
evidently set forth ' {vpoeypijn), RV ' was openly 
set forth ') ; Jude 7 ' Even as Sodom and Gomorrha 
. . . are set forth for an example' (rpbtcirrai 
ittyjta). Cf. Pr. Bk. Exhort, to Confession, 
•When we assemble and meet together ... to 



set forth His most worthy praise, to hear His 
most holy word ' ; Shaks. King John, II. L 2i)5 — 

* Up higher to the plain, where we'll set forth 
In beat appointment ail our regiments.' 

The same phrase is used technically of placing 
food before one, Jn 2 10 ' Every man at the begin- 
ning doth set forth good wine ' (rld^fftf). (c) Praiss, 
Sir 11 ****** « We may not vaunt or set forth our- 
selves.' Cf. Pr. Bk. 1549 (Canticle foil. Te Deum), 
' Speak good of the Lord ; praise him, and set him 
up for ever ' ; and Shaks. Lucrece, 34 — 

1 Beauty itself doth of itself persuade 
The eyes of men without an orator : 
What needeth then apologies be mad* 
To set forth that which is so singular?' 

(5) Set forward. See Forward in vol. ii. p. 60. 

(6) Set on means : (a) Place on table, Gn 43" • M 
'And he washed his face . . . and said, Set on 
bread ' ; Bel 11 ' Set on the meat, and make ready the 
wine.' (6) Incite or urge to some course of action, 
Jer 38 M ' Thy friends have set thee on, and have 
prevailed against thee' («pn«pn); 43* ' But Baruch 
the son of Neriah setteth thee on against us ' (n*sc). 
(c) As a ptcp. bent on, Ex 32- a ' They are set on 
mischief/ (d) To attack, Ac 18 10 ' No man shall 
set on thee to hurt thee ' («rt0j}(rtrai <rot). (7) Set to, 
meaning affix, of a seal, Jn 3" ' He that hath 
received his testimony hath set to his seal that 
God is true ' (ia<t>pdyure»). Cf. Ex 21» Tind. ' Yf he 
be sette to a summe of money, then he shall geve 
for the delyveraunce off his lyfe, aecordynge to 
all that is put unto him ' ; Adams, Works, l. 18, 
' In testimony whereof I have set to my hand, and 
sent it you as a token of the gratitude ot my 
heart.' (8) Set up, meaning establish, Mai 3' 3 
' They that work wickedness are set up.' 

J. Hastings. 

BETH (rtf, i.e. Sheth ; LXX and NT [in 1 Ch 
l l A has 2i}$]).— The third son of Adam, Gn 4* (J) 
5» (P), 1 Ch 1» Lk 3». In the first of these pas- 
sages J assigns a characteristic etymology for the 
name, Eve being made to say ' God hath set {shdlh) 
for me another seed instead of Abel,' for which 
reason she called him Sheth {i.e. ' setting ' or * slip,' 
Dillm. ). In Sir 49" Seth is coupled with Shem as 
'glorified among men.' A heretical Jewish sect, 
whose tenets afterwards found acceptance in Chris- 
tian Gnostic circles, derived its name from Seth. 
These Sethians or Sethites held (like other Gnostics, 
Jewish and Christian) that the material universe 
was the creation of angels and not of the supreme 
Dynamis, to whom Seth owed his birth. Theo- 
doret (Hcer. Fab. L 14) appears to identify them 
with the Ophites : Zqfcarol oos 'Qfuwods f) '0<Wra» 
rivet 6voni£ova-i. Some of the Jewish Sethites 
believed Seth to have been the Messiah, and later 
Gnostics held that Jesus Christ was a re incarnation 
of Seth. For further information as to this sect and 
its relations to the Ophites and Cainites (a subject 
beyond the scope of this art.), see Fried lander, Der 
vorchristliche judische Gnosticismu-i, 1898, p. 18 If. ; 
Prenschen, Die apokr. ynoxt. Adamschriften, 1HU, 
passim; and cf. Kpiphnnins [adv. liter, xxxix.), 
pseudo-Tertull. (viii.), and Philast. (iii.). 

J. A. Selbie. 

SETHUR (unp, Zaflotfp).— The Asherite spy, Nu 
13"i M >. 

SETTLE (iTjjv,).— See Temple, p. 710 b n. 

SEYEH, SEYENTY.— See Number, vol. UL 
pp. 562 f., 565\ 

SEVENEH (.tjj9 ; Gr. ZwH, Syene ; Egyp. Swn, 
Dem. Swne, Copt, coyan [Swan] ; Arab, 
[Asw&n]).— A city on the east bank of the Nile 
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immediately above the First Cataract, the southern 
frontier post of Egypt. For some distance north 
of Aswan the cultivable portion of the Nile Valley 
is extremely narrow. At Aswan the hills draw 
in rapidly on either side, and the town is built 
against a rocky barrier of sandstone supported 
by a dyke of granite that crosses the Nile and 
forms the cataract. Here there is no cultivation 
on either bank beyond that of a few palm trees and 
tiny patches of garden ; but the little island of 
Elephantine in the middle of the stream opposite 
Aswan is almost clothed with vegetation, and 
formed the ancient capital of the first nome of 
Upper Egypt. West of the river are cliffs, 
shrouded with Band, but pierced by countless 
tombs of the former inhabitants of the bland. 
Elephantine-Syene must have formed an almost 
ideal frontier fortress. Immediately above this 

Soint the narrow passage of the Nile was rendered 
angerous and very tedious for boats by the rocks 
and islands and rushing currents of the cataract. 
On the west bank there is not even a path ; the 
adventurons sightseer must clamber over the 
rocks ; on the east bank there was only one clear 
road, and this led through a long narrow defile 
parallel to the river into the open ground opposite 
Philee. Elephantine, the island, was the secure 
metropolis of the district, the residence of the 
governor, and the centre of the local cult of the 
cataract gods. Its name in Egyptian was , bw, 
' elephant,' demotic yb ( Iijfl), a name which seems to 
have been applied not only to the island but also 
to the surrounding district, including the quarries 
of granite. Syene itself was probably considered 
as only a mainland suburb of Elephantine. ' Wine 
of sum \ is mentioned in very early inscriptions, 
but it is doubtful whether the reference is to 
Syene. In the Egyptian inscriptions the name of 
the town is known only at a very late date ; its 
temple is of Ptolemaic age. Gradually the im- 
portance of Elephantine waned, and that of Syene 

?rew ; with the fall of paganism even the name 
r £b (Elephantine) was given up and that of Swan 
took its place. It is remarkable that Ezekiel 
employs the name Sweneh sttd not Yeb for the 
southern frontier ; the references are Ezk 29 10 
30* ; the reading of RVm ' from Migdol to Syene ' 
is the best. (See Migdol). Herodotus often 
refers to "Ekctpavrttni. In ii. 30 he speaks of Ele- 
phantine, Daphnae near Pelusium, and Marea as 
the garrison cities respectively against the Ethi- 
opians, against the Syrians and Arabs, and against 
Libya. His only reference to Syene is in ii. 28, 
where he mentions ' hills between {sic) Syene and 
Elephantine' in a fantastic passage which is no 
guide to facts ; his geography in Upper Egypt is 
always faulty. F. Ll. Griffith. 

BEYER.— The verbs to ' sever ' and to « separate ' 
both come from Lat. separate, the former through 
Old Fr. sewer, the latter directly. The form 
'sever' now expresses a sharper stroke than 
'separate,' but in older Eng. no distinction was 
observed between them. All the verbs tr 4 ' sever' 
in AV are also tr 4 ' separate.' Cf. Bacon, Adv. of 
Learn, ii. 367, ' We see the chaff may and ought to 
be severed from the corn in the ear ' ; and Rhem. 
NT (note on Ac 10 38 ), ' But when Heretikes began 
to rise from among the Christians, who professed 
Christ's name and sundry Articles of faith as true 
believers doe, the name Christian was to common 
to sever the Heretikes from true faithful men : 
and thereupon the Apostles by the holy Ghost 
imposed this name Catholike upon the Beleevers 
which in al points were obedient to the Churches 
doctrine.' J. Hastings. 

SEVERAL. — Just as 'sever' in AY means to 



separate, so ' several ' means separate, distinct, as 
2 K 15* ' He was a leper unto the day of his death, 
and dwelt in a several house ' ; Mt 26 u ' to every 
man according to his several ability.' So sever- 
ally, 1 Co 12" ' dividing to every man severally as 
he will.' Cf. Dt 7 6 Tind. ' The Lorde thy God 
hath chosen the to be a severall people unto him 
silf; Tymme, Calvin's Genesis, 882 (Gn 49"), 
' Every one of them blessed he, with a severall 
blessing'; Ridley, Works, 390, 'Our own servants 
were taken from us before and ... we each one 
appointed to be kept in several places'; Calder- 
wood, Hist. 107, 'Their [elders] office is as well 
severally, as conjunctly, to watch diligently over 
the flock committed to their charge.' 

J Hastings 

SHAALABBIN (p$k? V I B ZaXapdl, A "ZaXa^lv ; 
Vulg. Selebin). — A town of Dan mentioned be- 
tween Irshcmesh (Beth-shemesh) and Aijalon (Jos 
19 48 ). It is apparently the same place as Shaalbim. 

C. W. Wilson. 

SHAALBIM (□'sHt' ! in Joshua LXX BA have 
SaXa/Seif, in 1 Kings B has Bi)8a\anel, A 2aXa/3eiju ; 
Vulg. Salabim, Satcbim). — A town mentioned with 
Mt. Heres and Aiialon as being occupied by the 
Amorites who had driven tho Danites into the 
hills (Jg 1 M ). It was, with Makaz and Beth- 
shemesh, in the district of one of Solomon's 
commissariat officers (1 K 4 9 ) ; and if it be the 
same place as Shaalabbin, it is mentioned with 
Aiialon and Beth-shemesh in Jos 19* 3 . It is prob- 
ably identical with Shaalbon, the home of one of 
David's heroes. Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. 
SaXa/Se^, Salabim) identify it with Salaba, a large 
village in the territory of Se baste ; but this is too 
far north of Aijalon. Elsewhere {Com. ad Eze/c. 48) 
Jerome mentions ' the towers of Aijalon, and Selebi, 
and Emniaus' in connexion with Joppa and the 
territory of Dan. From this Conder (PEF Mem. 
iii. 52) identifies Shaalbim with Selbit, about 8 miles 
N. of Beth-shemesh, 3 miles N.W. of Aijalon, and 
2 miles N. of Emmaus. Possibly (see Driver, 
Text, of Sam. 54) Shaalbim should be read for 
Shaalim in 1 S 9*. C. W. Wilson. 

SHAALBONITE, THE ('j^ytfri; in 2 S 6 2aXa- 
purtlTT)s ; in 1 Ch B i 'Opel, A o ZaXa/9«W ; de 
Salboni).— Eliahba, the Shaalbonite, one of David's 
heroes (2 S 23 w , 1 Ch ll 33 ), was a native of Shaal- 
bon, — a place not mentioned elsewhere. See 
Shaalbim. C. W. Wilson. 

SHAALIM, THE LAND OP (o^rm ; B rij j yrjt 
'EatTaKtfj., A t. y. ZaaXcl/x; tirra Salim). — Saul, 
when searching for his father's asses, passed 
through the land of Shaalim (1 S 9*) after he had 
traversed the hill-country of Ephraim, and the 
land of Shalishah, and before he reached the ' land 
of Jemini ' (RV and AV « land of the Benjamitcs ') 
— probably part of the territory of Benjamin. If 
Saul started from Gibeah, and Shalishah was, as 
seems probable, in the western hills(seeSHALISHAH), 
the land of Shaalim must have been a portion of 
the hill-country east of Lydda, and not far from 
the boundary of Benjamin. It is possible, how- 
ever, that Shaalim is a textual error for Shaalbim 
of Jg l 38 , Jos 19**. See Driver, Text of Sam. p. 54. 

C. W. Wilson. 

SHAAPH 00).— i. The son of Jahdai, a Caleb- 
ite, 1 Ch 2". 2. A son of Caleb by his concubine 
Maacah, 1 Ch 2*. In both passages B has Zdya€, 
A 2&ya<p. 

SHAAKAIM (oriM> ; ZaKaoelp ; Saraim, Saarim). 
— 1. A town of Judah, in the Shephelah (lowland), 
mentioned (Jos 15 38 ) in tho same group with 
Adullam, Socoh, and Azekah. It was unknown 
to Eusebius (Onom. s. Xapenl*). Conder (PEF 
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Mem. iii. 194) suegests Khurbet S"a(rek, west of Beit 
'Atdb ; others identify it with Zakariya (Kiehm, 
HWB). Shoaraim is perhaps mentioned again in 
the pursuit of the Philistines after the death of 
Goliath (1 S 17 8 *), when ' the wounded Philistines 
fell down by the way to Shaaraim (RVm * the two 
gates '), even unto Gath and Ekron.' The meaning 
of the word is 'two gates,' and the LXX takes 
it in this passage to mean the gates of Gath and 
Ekron. See, further, art. Gai, and Wellh. Sam. 
ad loc. 

2. A town of Simeon (I Ch 4* 1 ) which appears as 
Sharuhen in Jos 19 s , and as. Shilb.im in Jos 15 s2 . 
It was situated in the Negeb, and was possibly the 
same place as the Canaanite ' fortress of the land 
of Sharuana,' mentioned in the annals of Thothrnes 
III. (RP ii. 38). This indicates that the form 
Sharuhen is correct. C. W. WlLSON. 

SHAASHGAZ (»tfvc>).— A chamberlain of king 
Ahasuerus, Est 2 U . The LXX reads Tal, the same 
name as it gives to the official referred to in vv. 8 - u . 
See Hegai. 

8HABBETHAI (vw). — A Levite who opposed 
the action of Ezra in the matter of the foreign 
marriages, Ezr 10" (B Zaflaflaf, A Ka.ppa0al) = 
Sabijateus of 1 Es 9". He is mentioned also, 
along with other Levites, in Neh 8 7 (LXX om.), 
as explaining the law to the people (in 1 Es 9* 
SABATEUS); and in ll w (BAg* om., 2o/3fla- 
flatos) as one of * the chiefs of the Levites who had 
the oversight of the outward business of the house 
of God.' 

SHACHIA (*•#, so Baer; the MSS show the 
variants n;;?, n~to, m;^e, the last being sup- 
ported by the Syr. and the LXX [B 2a/3td, A 
2«/3td, but Luc. Scxta], while the forms in 3 instead 
of 3 can claim the support of the Vulg. Sechia). — 
A son of Shaharaim, a Benjamite, 1 Ch 8 10 . 

SHADDAI.— See art. God, vol. ii. p. 199». 

SHADRACH (rrti, Zetydx).— The name given to 
Hananiah, one of Daniel's companions, by the 

Erince of the eunuchs, Dn l 7 . It is related in 
>n 3 how Shadrach, along with Meshach (Mishael) 
and Abed-nego (Azariah), all of whom had been 
advanced to high offices (2**), resisted the command 
to pay homage to Nebuchadnezzar's golden image, 
how all three were in consequence cast into a fiery 
furnace, and how they were miraculously delivered. 
See Hananiah, No. 2, and Three Children 
(Song of the). 

The etymology of the name Shadrach is un- 
certain. Frd. Delitzsch (Lib. Dan. xii.) suggests 
that it is a variation of the Bab. Sudtir-A.hu, 
' command of the moon-god,' comparing the Assyr. 
Timilu = ^K-oyo, and the Heb. "rjCIJ. This view 
is pronounced by Schrader (KAT* 429 [COT ii. 
125]) to have 'considerable probability.' 

J. A. Selbie. 
SHAGB (k#; B ZwXd, A Zayi*).— The father of 
Jonathan, one of David's heroes, 1 Ch II 34 . See 
. Aqee and SHAMMAH, No. 8. 

SHAHARAIM (on$V ; B Zaa/^X, A Zaa/nM.— A 
Benjamite who is said to have begotten children in 
the 'field of Moab ' after he hail sent away two 
wives, Hushim and Baara, 1 Ch 8 8 (RVm). The 
passage is obscure. 

8HAHAZUMAH (*?*<& Kethibh; AV Shahs- 
zimah, after KerS TO'»qr; B ZaXelj* carA O&Xaraav, A 
^aa-eifidd, Sehesima). — A town allotted to Issue liar, 
which was apparently between Mi. Tabor and the 
Jordan (Jos 19 s8 ). Its site was unknown to 



Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. 2o<tiu&, Sasiuta), 
and it has not yet been identified. 

C. W. Wilson. 
SHALEH (ch? ; tit ZaXi^i ; in Salem).— Accord- 
ing to AV (cf. Luther's translation), which follows 
the LXX, the Pesh., and the Vulg., 'Shalem' 
(Gn 33 1B ) is a proper name, and considered to be a 
town near Shechem. Eusebius and Jerome ( Onom. ) 
believed Shalem and Shechem to be the same place. 
But if Shalem was a town, it must have been Sdlim, 
4 miles east of Ndblus (Shechem). In Gn 28 S1 dS^s 
bS-shalem is translated 'in peace,' and in Gn 
33 18 we should probably translate ' in peace to the 
city of Shechem,' as in RV which follows the 
Targums of Onkclos and pseudo-Jonathan, the 
Samaritan Codex, the Arabic Version, and the 
great Jewish and other commentators of modern 
times. See Dillm. ad loc. C. W. Wilson. 

8HALISHAH, The Land of (ntftenv ; B i, yrj 
2<Xx«, A ii yrj ZaXiaod ; terra Salisa).— Saul, when 
searching for his father's asses, passed through 
the 'land of Shalishah' (1 S 9*) after crossing the 
' hill-country of Ephraim,' and before reaching the 
'land of Shaalim. Leaving Gibeah he must nave 
crossed Mt. Ephraim in a northerly direction, and 
the 'land of Shalishah' must consequently have 
been in the western hills. Baal-shalishah (2 K 
4* 1 ), which was very probably in the land of 
Shalishah, is said by Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. 
8. BcuOffapurdQ, Bcihsalisa) to have been in the 
Thamnitic toparchy, 15 M.P. north of Lydda. 
This points to Khurbet Sirtsia, or, according to 
Conder (PEF Mem. ii. 285), to Khurbet Kefr ThUth. 
See Shaalim. C. W. Wilson. 

SHALLECHETH, THE GATE (n^r nj# ; i, rA, 
xaaroipoplov ; porta qua; ducit). — One of the gates 
of the ' house of Jehovah ' which Solomon was to 
build after the death of David (1 Ch 22). It is 
mentioned only in 1 Ch 26", in a list of the gate- 
keepers (AV 'porters') of the sacred enclosure as 
settled by David. The gate was on the west side 
of the outer court, behind the temple buildings, 
and apparently at, or near, the head of the ramp 
or causeway (n^pp) which led up to the sanctuary 
from the ravine which Josephus calls the Tyroposon 
Valley. It has been suggested (cf. Smith's DB, s.v.) 
that the causeway was at ' Wilson's Arch ' ; but, in 
the uncertainty which still exists with regard to 
the site of the temple, and the condition of the 
hill in the time of Solomon, this can only be re- 
garded as speculation. Some authorities (e.g. 
Kiehm [HWB], Speaker's Com.), from the meaning 
of the word Shatlecheth, 'casting forth,' consider 
the gate to be that by which the ashes and the offal 
of the victims were thrown out. It is, however, 
probable that the refuse of the temple was carried 
out on the east or south side, and burned, or other- 
wise disposed of, in the Kidron Valley. The LXX 
rendering, ' Gate of the Pa-^tophorion,' appears to 
point to a building with chambers, of which there 
were several round the outer enclosure of the 
temple. C. W. Wilson. 

SHALLUM (oiVtf and oW).— 1. One of the .kings 
of Israel, 2 K IS 10 ' 18 (ZeXXoiW. He headed a con- 
spiracy against Zechariah, the last king of Jehu's 
dynasty, murdered him, and usurped his throne 
(c. 740 B.C.). After the short period of a month, 
lie himself fell a victim to MenaHEM (see vol. iii. 
p. 340"). 2. It is not improbable that in Jer 22 u 
(SeXXiM oVr (AV and RV 'Shalluin') is meant to 
lie an epithet, 'the requited one,' applied to 
Jehoahaz, or it may be that Shalluin was the 
original name of the latter (see Jehoahaz, No. 2). 
The Chronicler takes (perhaps from this passage) 
Shalluin as a proper name, and makes him the 
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fourth son of Josiah, 1 Ch 3" (B ZaXotf/t, A ZaX- 
XoC'ju). 3. The husband (or son, LXX in 2 Kings) 
of HULDAH the prophetess, 2 K 22" (B ZeXXifr*, 
A ZeXXotfju), 2 Ch 34° (BA ZeXXiM. 4. A Judahite, 
1 Ch 2**- (B ZaXwV*, A in v. 40 ZaXXotyt). 5. A de- 
scendant of Simeon, 1 Ch 4* (ZaXlji). 6. A high 
priest, son of Zadok, 1 Ch 6"- 13 (B ZoXrip, A ZeX- 
\o6n), Ezr 7* (B 2*Xoi5m, A ZeXXotyt) = Salem of 
1 Es 8 1 and Salem as of 2 Es l 1 . 7. A son of 
Naphtali, 1 Ch 7" (B ZaXw/wiv, A ZeXXotf/i), called 
in Gn 46 M and Nu 26" Shillem (o>b> ; in former 
passage A ZuXXiJ/*, in latter B ZeXX»j, A ZeXXV). 
with the gentilic name Shillemites ('P*jn; B 6 
ZcXXi}Mr<, *A'6 2eXXi?M0, Nu 26**. 8. The eponym 
of a family of gatekeepers, 1 Ch 9 ,7W# (B ZaX<i/*, 
A first time 2aXX«6 M ). Ezr 2°=Neh 7 4B (B 2aXo^, 
A 2rXXoi//i), called in I Es 5** Salum, and (possibly) 
in Neh 12" Meshullam. 9. A Korahite gate- 
keeper, 1 Ch 9" (B ZaXw^, A ZaMfi) » (BA 
2aX(i/x), called in 26 1,3 - 9 MESHELEMIAH and in 
28" Suelemiah. It is not at all unlikely that 
this name should be identified with the preceding. 
10. Father of Jehizkiah, an Ephruimite chief, 2 Ch 
28" (2«XXt)m). 11. One of the porters who had 
married a foreign wife, Ezr 10 s * (B IVXXifr*, K 1'tuX- 
Xefji, A ZoXXi)/*)- 12. One of the sons of Bani who 
had committed the same offence, Ezr 10 U (B ZaXoifyt, 
A ZeWovn). 13. The son of Hnlloliesh, ruler of a 
district of Jerusalem. He and his daughters are 
recorded to have assisted in the repairing of the 
wall, Neh 3" (B ZoXoi'vt, A 2aXXoi>M» K 0&\otn). 
14. The uncle of Jeremiah, Jer 32 [Gr. 39] 7 (2oX«i ( u). 
18. Father of Maaseiah, the keeper of the threshold, 
Jer 35 [Gr. 42]* (2e\<bu). J. A. SELBIE. 

SHALLUN (pW).— The son of Col-hozeh, the 
ruler of the district of Mizpah, who took part in 
the repair of the wall ana gates of Jerusalem, 
Neh 3" (LXX om.). 

SHALMAI. — See Salmai. 

8HALM AN (pfc).— Hos 10" (only) « as Shalman 
spoiled Beth-arbel in the day of battle.' The 
identity of Shalman and of Beth-arbel (which 
see) are both doubtful. The former name may be 
a contraction of Shalmaneser, although the pro- 
phet's language, implying some event fresh in the 
memory of his hearers, does not suit the reign of 
Shalmaneser II. (B.C. 860-825) or even Shalmaneser 
III. (783-773). If Shalmaneser I v. (727-722) be 
referred to, the words must be a later gloss (so 
Wellhausen, Kl. Proph. ad loc.). To the sug- 
gestion of Schrader(AV17/ 3 441 [COT ii. 140]) that 
the reference may be to an incursion (cf. 2 K 15*) 
of the Moabite king Salamanu, mentioned in 
Tiglath-pileser's great triumphal inscription (II 
Rawl. 67, line 60), both Wellh. and Nowack 
object that such an occurrence would have been 
too insignificant to supply material for the pro- 
phet's comparison. The versions give us no help, 
the LXX B reproducing ^nty* n'j p^e* itf? by «it 
&PXW [i.e. tf for iV] ZaXa/idr ix rod oXkov 'Itpofio&n 
(A 'Iepo/9daX), while the Vulg. has sicut rastatus 
est Saimana a domo ejus qui judicairit Baal, think- 
ing apparently qf the slaughter of Zalmunna by 
Gideon (Jerubbaal), Jg 8. J. A. SELBIE. 

SHALMANESER (ipt!P;8>, 'ZaXauavaeodp, Sal- 
tnanasar). — The name is abbreviated from Assyr. 
Sulman-asaridu, 'the god Sulman (of peace) is 
chief.' In 2 K 17' it is said that 'Shalmaneser, 
king of Assyria,' came up against Hoshea of 
Samaria, who submitted at first, but afterwards, 
being detected in a conspiracy to revolt with the 
aid of the Egyptians, was deposed and imprisoned. 
Shalmaneser then besieged Samaria, B.C. 725. This 
was Shalmaneser IV. of the Assyr. monuments, 



whose original name was Ulula, which he changed 
to Shalmaneser when he seized the throne (on the 
25th day of Tebet, B.C. 727) after the death of 
Tiglath-pileser III. He seems to have been a 
successful general, and to have had no hereditary 
rights to the crown. Josephus (Ant. IX. xiv. 2), 
quoting from Menander, states that he attacked 
Eluhius of Tyre, and, though the Assyrian fleet 
of 60 vessels was destroyed by the Tyrian fleet 
of 12, the city was closely invested on the land 
side. Shalmaneser died at the beginning of the 
month Tebet h during the siege of Samaria, B.C. 722, 
after a' reign of only 5 years. See, also, art. 
Shalman. " A. H. Sayce. 

SHAMA (jrtf; B ZomoW, A Za^).— One of 
David's heroes, 1 Ch ll 44 . 

SHAMBLES. — 1 Co 10 28 « Whatsoever is sold in 
the shambles, that eat' (Gr. /xdxcXXor, from Lat. 
niacellum, a provision market). The word 'sham- 
bles' is now used of the slaughter-house, but for- 
merly, according to its origin, denoted the place 
where the meat was sold. It is the Anglo-Sax. 
snamel, a stool, from Lat. scanwllum, a little stool 
or bench. Cf. Congreve, Juvenal's Satires, xi. — 

' Many there are of the same wretched Kind, 
Whom their despairing Creditors may And 
Lurking in Shambled ; where with borrowed Coin 
They buy choice Meats.' 

J. Hastings. 
SHAME (Heb. eta • to be ashamed,' nya 'shame,' 
also other words ; Gr. alcrxvvy, irifda, etc.). — In 
the biblical use of the' word ' shame ' there is a 
blending of several meanings : besides the sense of 
shame proper, felt for oneself (Job 11 s , Lk 14", 
2 Th 3") or for another (Ezr 9 s , Pr 10 s 17 s , 2 Co 9*), 
there is included the feeling of disappointment 
(Job 6", Ps 35*. Jer 14 s 22* ; cf. Ro 5*) or deception 
(Ps 14 8 , Jer 2 M ), the experience of disaster (Job 8 rJ , 
Ps 40") or disgrace (including reproach, rebuke, or 
insult) (Jg 18 7 , Ru 2", Job IS* 19 s , Ps 22 s 35* 69 7 , 
Pr 25", Ph 3") ; and thus are combined the sub- 
jective sense, the inward feeling, and the objective, 
its outward cause. _ This feeling is ascribed figur- 
atively to a fountain (Hos 13"), Lebanon (Is 33"), the 
sun (Is 24 a ), and a vessel (Ro 8»», 2 Ti 2»). Shame 
is awakened by the exposure of some parts of the 
body uncovered literally (compare Gn 2" with 3 7 
9*"", Ex 32 s , 2 S 6* 10*, Is 20* Mic 1"), or figur- 
atively (Is 47 s , Jer 13*, Nah 3", Rev 3" 16"), by 
outrage on a woman's person (2 S 13"), by dis- 
honouring treatment of the body (Is 50", Mk 12*, 
Lk 20", 1 Th 2 s ), as crucifixion (He 6 6 12*), and 
even by the appearance of a corpse (1 Co 15 43 ). 
Poverty may make ashamed (Pr 13", 1 Co ll 21 ), so 
beggary (Lk HP), defeat in battle (2 Ch 32 s1 , Ps 44» 
89**), or even disease (Nu 12"). A wicked wife 
(Pr 12*), or a bad child (Pr 10° 29"), may cause 
shame. Shame arises from any breach of acknow- 
ledged rules of propriety, as a woman's being 
Bhaven (1 Co ll 8 ), or speaking in church (1 Co 14 3 *), 
or a man's having long hair (1 Co 11"). Sins so 
unseemly are found among men, that not only the 

Sractice of them awakens shame (Ro l*' 8 * 6* 1 , 
ude 1S ), but even the very sight or mention of 
them (Ezk 16 27 , Eph 5"). Among the sins men- 
tioned as bringing shame are folly (Pr 3 s5 14 s * 18"), 
refusal of instruction (Pr 13"), ignorance of truth 
of God (1 Co 15 s *), quarrelsomeness (Pr25 8 , 1 Co 6°), 
haste in speech (Pr 18"), riot (Pr 28 7 ), idleness 
(Pr 10 s ), wilfulness (Pr 29"), lying (Pr 13 s ), dis- 
honesty (2 Co 4 a ; cf. RV and AV), theft (Jer 2»), 
disrespect to parents (Pr 19 26 ), ingratitude (1 Co 4"), 
pride (Pr 11 s ). 

Shame in one or other of its senses is regarded as 
the Divine punishment of sin, which God threatens 
(Ps 132", Jer 23*' 46"), and which the pious in OT 
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are sure will, in answer to prayer, fall on His and 
their enemies (Ps 6 10 44 7 53" 70* 86 17 ). On the other 
hand, God promises (Ps 37 19 ), and the pious are 
assured, that this experience will either not be 
theirs at all (Ps 25 s 31" 34 8 69" 119 s1 ), or if ever 
theirs, that they will be delivered from it (Is 29 M 
64' Gl 7 , Jl SP 8 ). Even God's chosen people may be 
exposed to disgrace and disaster, making them 
first of all ashamed of their state (2 Ch 30 18 , Jer 
12 1S 14 s ), and then truly ashamed of the sin that 
has brought it on them (Ezr 9", Jer 31", Ezk 16", 
Hos 10 8 ) ; but sometimes it is long before this 
feeling is aroused (Jer 3 3 6 U 8 B - w ). Fidelity to 
God's cause may, however, also bring shame (Ps 
44 ,s 69 7 ). The sin that most surely is followed by 
shame is idolatry (Is 1» 42 17 44* 45 18 , Jer 17 u 48", 
Hos 4 7 10"), or alliance with idolaters (Gn 34", 
Ezr 9"). The idol itself is shameful (Jer 3" ll 1 * 
Hos 9 10 : perhaps Hos 4 7 reading with Targ. Pesh. 
1 they have exchanged their glory for infamy ' ; cf. 
Jer 2" and Ps 106*), and its worship shameful, 

BThaps because often licentious (see Cheyne on 
os 4 7 and 9 10 ). Worthy of note in this connexion 
is the change of the names Eshbaal (1 Ch 8 a ), 
Meribbaal (1 Ch 8 s4 ), Jerubbaal (Jg 6»), to Ish- 
bosheth (2 S 2 s ), Mephibosheth (2 S 4«), and Jerub- 
besheth (2 S 11"). Although the alterations show 
the prophetic editor's aversion to idolatry, yet the 
names m their original form are not necessarily a 
proof of idolatry, as the name Baal may be used as 
a title of J" (Hos 2 16 ). Akin to the sin of idolatry 
was trust in any foreign alliances for safety instead 
of in J", and this too brings ' shame,' i.e. disappoint- 
ment (Is 20 s 30 s - 8 , Jer 2 s8 ; cf. Ezr 8 a ). See, 
further, Driver, Par. Psalt. (Glossary. ' abashed,' 
'ashamed'). 

In NT the sense of shame is often mentioned by 
St. Paul. He is not ashamed of the gospel (Ko l 18 ), 
of his converts (2 Co V* ; cf. 9*), of his hope (Ro5 8 ), 
of his faith (Ro 9" 10 11 ), of his trials (Ph 1* 2 Ti 1"), 
of his boasting (2 Co 10 s ). Onesiphorus was not 
ashamed of Paul's chain (2 Ti l 18 ), and Timothy is 
called on not to be ashamed of the witness of the 
Lord, or of Paul His prisoner (2 Ti l 8 ). The unruly 
are to be brought to shame by exclusion from the 
church (2Th 3 U ). While the enemies of Christ are 
put to shame (Lk 13 17 ), and the false accusers of 
His disciples (Tit 2 s , 1 P 3 18 ), they, although 
slandered and ill-treated (2 Co 6 8 ), need not be 
ashamed to suffer for His name (1 P 4 18 ) ; for, if 
they are ashamed of Him now, He will be ashamed 
of them in the day of judgment (Mk 8» Lk 9 s8 ) ; but 
if they are faithful they need not fear shame in that 
day (1 Jn 2 s8 ), for Christ is not ashamed to call the 
sanctified brethren (He 2 11 ), and God is not ashamed 
to be called the God of those who seek a better 
country (He ll 18 ) ; but the wicked and unbelieving 
shall awake to shame (Dn 12* ; cf. Jn 5™). 

A. E. Garvie. 

SHAME FACE DN E S 8. — The adj. 'shamefaced' 
occurs in Sir 26 l8 - ; * 32 10 4l 18 -*, and the subst. 
' shamefacedness ' in Sir4l 18 , 1 Ti 2*. But in the 
1611 editions, and for some time after, the spelling 
is always 'shamefast' and 'shamefastness.' Davies 
says he has not found ' shamefaced,' ' shamefaced- 
ness' earlier than 1661. 

Trench (On AV of NT, p. 60) says : ' Shamefattneu is formed 
upon thamefait, that is, fatt or established in honourable shame. 
To change this into shamffacednett is to allow all the meaning 
and force of the word to run to the surface, to leave it ethically 
a far inferior word,— and marks an unfaithful guardianship of 
the text, both on their part who first introduced, and theirs 
who have so long allowed, the change.' And Davies (Bible 
Enjluh, p. 12), after describing ' shamefastness ' aa ■ that 
modesty which is fast or rooted in the character,' adds, ' The 
change is the more to be regretted because i ha mtjacedntft is 
seldom employed now in a very good sense ; it has come rather 
to describe an awkward diffidence, such aa we sometimes call 
sheepishness.' But the confusion between 'shamefastness' and 
' shamefacedness ' is as old as 1011. Shaks. does not use the 
subst., but he has the adj. twice : in /// Henry VI. it. rill. 53, 



•shamefaced' is the only spelling: in Rich. III. l iv. 142, Um 
folio has ' shamefaced, 'the quartos ' shamefast.' In the Rhemiah 
NT (note on Lk 24*>) we read, '8. Augustine saith that Christ 
him self not without cause would have his sign to be fixed in 
our foreheads as in the seat of shamefastnes, that a Christian 
man should not be ashamed of the reproach of Christ,' which 
shows how the confusion could arise. And James MelviU 
(Diary, 79) uses the word 'shamefastness' practically in the 
modem sense of ' shamefacedness,' ' Yit my guid God, of his 
free grace, and love towards me, a vean, vyll, corrupt you the ; 
partite by his fear wrought in my heart, partlie by necessar 
occupation in my calling, and partlie be a certean schamfastnes 
of a bashfull nature, quhilk he pat in me, sa keipit me that I 
was nocht overcome nor miscaned be na woman offensivlie to 
his kirk, nor grievuslie to my conscience, in blotting of my 
bodie.' For the proper sense of ' shamefastness, ' cf. Chaucer, 
Doctor's Tale, 66— 

' Shamefast she was in mayden's shamefastnesse ' ; 

Spenser, FQ 1L ix. 48— 

' She is the fountain of your modestee : 
You shamefast are, but Shamefastnes it selfe is shee ' ; 

Elyot, Governour, i. 61— 'The moste necessary thinges to be 
observed by a master in his disciples or scholars ... is sham- 
fastnes ana praise. By sham fast nes, as it were with a bridell, 
they rule as well theyr dedes as their appetites.' 

J Jrl ASTI^GS 

8HAMGAR (-!}!?«>, Zaneydp).— Son of Anath, and 
judge in the south of Israel between Ehud and 
Deborah. He slew 600 Philistines with an ox- 
goad (Jg 3" 5 8 ). The name is Assyr. like Samgar- 
nebo (Jer 39 s ), and is a shortened form of some 
such name as Sumgir-Bel, ' be gracious, O Bel,' 
with the divine name omitted. Anath is also the 
Assyr.-Bab. Anatn, the wife of the god Anu (see, 
however, Babylonia, vol. i. p. 215°), unless we 
are to read Ben-anath, ' the son of Anatu,' which 
is the name of a Canaanite in one of the Tel el- 
A mania tablets. The names show that Bab. 
influence lingered in the south of Palestine for 
some time after the period of the Tel el -A mama 
tablets, when Bab. names were not uncommon 
there (see Moore's Judges, p. 106). 

A. H. Sayce. 
BHAMHUTH (rnn^ ; B Za\aM, A Za/iauO).— The 
fifth captain for the fifth month, 1 Ch 27*. He is 
called the IZRAHITE(B 6'Eapae, A 6'IefpaA), and 
is the same as Shammoth the Harorite (a scribal 
error for Harodite) of 1 Ch IF and Shammah the 
HARODITE of 2 S 23 s8 . 

SHAMIR (t?t, 2a/xi)p).— A Kohathite, son of 
Micah, 1 Ch 24*. 

SHAMIR (vep ; Zafutp ; Samir).— The name of 
two places in Palestine. 

1. (A Zatfxip) A town in the hill -country of 
Judah (Jos 15 48 ), which is mentioned in the same 
group with Jattir and Socoh. Eusebius and 
Jerome from the reading of A alter the name to 
8haphir (see Nowack, Kl. Proph. on Mic 1"). 
Conder (PEF Mem. iii. 262) identifies it with 
Khurbct Sdmerah, which lies west of Debtr, and in 
this agrees with Guerin (JucUe, iii. 364, 'Sumra'). 

2. (A "Za.fi4.peui) The home and burial-place of 
Tola, a man of Isaac liar, who judged Israel for 
twenty-three years (Jg 10 us ). Shamir was in 
Mt. Ephraim, and Schwarz (151) identifies it with 
San&r, a picturesquely situated village between 
Samaria and En-gannim (Jemn). 

C. W. Wilson. 

8HAMLAI.— See Salmai. 

SHAMMA (k?p ; B Ztpd, A Zawd).— An Asherite, 
1 Ch 7 s7 . 

SHAMMAH (a?*).— 1. The son of Reuel the son 
of Esau, and a tribal chief (i»Vk) of Edora (Gn 36 ,s - " 
[ZopJ, in v." D Zonal], 1 Ch I s7 [B ZofU, A Zouuf]). 
2. (B in 1 S 16», 2 S 13» Zaud, 2 S 13», 1 Ch 2" 20 7 
Zaaad, 2 S 21 S1 Ztfietl ; A in 1 S 16» 17 1S Zaaud, 1 Ch 
2 U Zauaid, 1 Ch 20 7 Zauadt) The third son of 
Jesse and brother of David. Like his two elder 



Digitized by 



Google 



SHAMMAH 



SHAPHAN 475 



brothers, he joined Saul's forces in the campaign 
against the Philistines, and was with the Israelite 
army in the valley of Elah when David overcame 
Goliath (1 S 17 1W -). According to a later writer, 
he was present at the anointing of David by 
Samuel (1 S I6» »). He was the father of Jonadab, 
the friend and adviser of Amnon (2 S 13 3 '-), and 
also of that Jonathan whose exploit against a 
Philistine giant is recorded in 2 S 2l M : His name 
is variously given as Sham man (rrjtf 1 S 16" 17 u ), 
Bhimeah (njiptf 2 S 13 s - w ), Shimel #iri Wfitf 

2 S 21"), and Bhimea [mmf 1 Ch 2 U 20 7 ). 

3. (2 S 23" B 2a/«ud, A Zappedi ; 23 s5 B Za/i'd*, A 
Zafwd,; 1 Ch 11" B ZwXd, A Za-yi» The son of 
Aoee, a Hararite (read Tpn in 2 S 23", see v.* 
1 Ch ll 84 ), one of David's famous 'Three.' The 
special act of bravery to which he owed his position 
is briefly recorded in 2 S 23 1K The Philistines, 
in the course of a foray, had driven the Israelites 
from a field of lentils (1 Ch ll u barley) at Lehi 
(read rtyfo to Lehi (Jg IS**) for n>n\ to the- troop (?), 
so most moderns; see Driver, ad loc.). The 
Israelites fled before the enemy, but Shammah 
held his ground, and by his courageous stand 
brought about a victory for Israel. The succeed- 
ing incident which is narrated in 2 S 23 1 "-, viz. the 
well-known exploit of David's three mighty men, 
who broke through the hosts of the Philistines 
and brought him water from the well of Beth- 
lehem, has been frequently ascribed to Shammah 
and the two other members of ' the Three ' ; but 
the three heroes who performed this feat are 
clearly stated in v. 18 to belong to 'the Thirty.' 
Since no previous mention has been made of ' tne 
Thirty,' it is probable that vv. 15 -"* are not in their 
original place, and that v. 17b really forms the 
continuation of vv.*-" (so Wellh., Driver). In the 
parallel narrative (1 Ch U 10fc ) Shammah is not 
mentioned by name, and the exploit which made 
his name famous is wrongly ascribed to Eleazar 
the son of Dodo. Klostermann plausibly suggests 
that the incorrect reading in v. 11 'into a troop' 
fcDz) represents an original 'to battle' (n-ttW?), 
and that the Chronicler accidentally passed from 
this phrase in v. 9 to the same phrase in v. 11 , 
omitting the intervening narrative. 

According to the most probable reading of 2 S 
23 s *- 85 Shammah was the father of Jonathan, one 
of David's ' Thirty.' In this passage the word son 
has been accidentally omitted, and we must restore 
'Jonathan the son of Shammah' (n?irtt \V&*a so 
Driver, Budde, Kittel, Klost., Lohr) ; the parallel 
passage (1 Ch 11 s4 ) gives 'Jonathan the sou of 
Shage ' ('J^'J? jnfl'), but the reading ' Shammah ' (for 
Shage) is confirmed by Lucian (Zd/uud). Possibly 
Shage has arisen from a confusion with 'Age' 
[*j\f) in 2 S 23". Wellhausen (Text d. B. Sam. p. 
216) prefers the reading of the Chronicler or 
'2T1?)> and supposes that Jonathan the Hararite 
was the son of Shage (which he would restore in 
v. u for Agce) and brother of Shammah. Kloster- 
mann, adopting the reading of Lucian in 2 S 23" 
('HXd=rr?x), identities Shammah with Shimei the 
son of Elah, one of Solomon's twelve monthly 
officers (1 K 4 W ). 

4. (2S 23» B Zai/td, A Zappa*; 1 Ch 11" B 
Zapawtf, A Za,uw0 ; 27 s B ZaXau.0, A Xa/MwB) A 
Harodite, i.e. probably a native of 'Ain-harod (see 
HAROD), one of ' the Thirty,' and captain of 
Solomon's fifth monthly course. In the parallel 
lists he is called ' Shammoth the Harorite' (1 Ch 
11" ninqn nistf; read Triqn the Harodite) and 
' Shamhuth the Izrahite' (1 Ch 27 8 irjpp m.i?p). 

Since the lists of heroes given in 2 S 23 and 
1 Ch 11 are admittedly in confusion, it is possible 
that (3) and (4) are identical, and that the obscure 
* Hararite ' (2 S 23"- ») is a mistake for ' Harodite.' 

J. F. Stknnino. 



8HAMHAI ('er).-l. A Jerahmeelite, 1 Ch 2" 
(B ZoMoi, A Zanpa.1). In v. 83 the LXX runs the 
Heb. Tjr vrfl ('brother of Shammai') together as 
'Axe«rd>as (B) or 'Ax«<ra/u/xd (A). 2. The 'son' of 
Ilekem and ' father' of Maon, 1 Ch 2*"- (B Sapaf, 
A Za/ifial). 3. A Judahite, 1 Ch 4" (B Z«/^v, A 
Ze/x/xai). See Genealogy, IV. 54. 

SHAMMOTH.— See Shamhuth, and Shammah 
No. 4. 

SHAMMDA (&•&).— 1. The Reubenite spy, Nu 
13* (B Za,uow)X, A ZomoXitjX). 2. One of David's 
sons, 2S 5" (B Sap/xoGj, A Zap/toCc), 1 Ch 14* (B 
Za^da, A Zap/tooC, K Za/xaid) ; called in 1 Ch 3 s 
Bhimea (Kj?r ; B Zdtxav, A Za/tad). 3. A Levite, 
Neh 11 17 (Za/Mvci) = Shemaiah, No. 6. 4. The 
head of a priestly family, Neh 12 u (BA«* om., 
tt c - a ZrapoSe). 

SHAM8HER AI (nftf ; B 'lafuuraptd, A Za/xro/xd). 
—A Benjamite, 1 Ch 8*. 

SHAPE.— In AV, as in earlier English generally, 
* shape ' is less definite and less material than now. 
In Wis 18 1 the mod. meaning is nearly approached, 
' Not seeing their shape' (pop^n), Vulg. figura), but 
even there it is ' outward form ' generally. In Lk 
3 W ' The Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape 
like a dove upon him,' the meaning is simply 
'appearance* (Gr. <runaTac$ etSei, KV 'in a bodily 
form ') ; so Jn S" [etBos, RV ' form '). The only 
other occurrence is Rev 9 7 'The shapes of the 
locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle ' 
(to 6/xotuipara, RVm 'the likenesses'). Cf. Shaks. 
Hamlet, I. ii. 80 — 'AH forms, moods, shapes of 
grief (folios 1 shews ') ; Jul. Cos. II. i. 253— 
' It will not let you eat, nor talk, nor sleep : 
And, could it work bo much upon your shape 
As it hath much prevailed on your condition, 
I should not know you, Brutus.' 

In Rhem. NT Mk 16 18 is tr* ' And after this he 
appeared in another shape to two of them walking,' 
and on this word there is a note, ' Christ though 
he have but one corporal shape, natural to his 
person, yet by his omnipotencie he may be in 
whatsoever forme, and appears in the likenesse of 
any other man or creature, as he list. Therefore 
let no man think it strange, that he may be under 
the forme of bread in the B. Sacrament.' 

The old pass. ptcp. of the verb, ' shapen,' is found 
in Ps 51 s . So Tind. uses the old past tense ' shope ' 
in Gn 2 7 ' Then the Lorde God shope man, even of 
the moulde of the erth.' J. Hastings. 

SHAPHAM (atf ; B Zapdr, A Za^d/t). — A Gadite, 
I Ch 5». 

SHAPHAN (i?«» * coney or rock-badger ' ; LXX 
Xa<pdi>, Za^dr, Zt^dr ; Vulg. Saphan : on this 
name as evidence that ' superstition of the totem 
kind had still a hold on Israelites in the last years 
of the independence of the kingdom of Judah,' 
see W. R. Smith in the Journal of Philology, 
1880, p. 75, and Gray, HPN p. 103).— 1. Scribe 
or finance minister (Ewald) in the reign of Josiah. 
He is brought prominently before us in the story 
of the discovery of * the book of the law ' in the 
temple, 2 K 22»- l 2 Ch 34 8 ;M . The system of 
raising money for the repairs of the temple which 
had been instituted by Jehoash (2 K 12), seems 
from this narrative to have been in regular opera- 
tion since that time. The money chest which had 
been set up by Jehoiada was emptied periodically 
under the supervision of the high priest and of the 
king's scribe. It was on one of these occasions 
that HlLKIAH communicated to Shaphan his great 
discovery of ' the book of the law.' The Chronicler 
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(2 Ch 34 s ) represents Shaphan as having been 
accompanied by two other officials. In any case 
it was to Shaphan that Hilkiah entrusted the 
precious volume, and it was from Shaphan's lips 
that Josiah heard the words that so deeply moved 
him. Shaphan also formed one of the deputation 
that subsequently visited the prophetess Huldah. 
Assuming that this was the Shaphan who was 
father of Ahikam (2 K 22 12 . 2 Ch 34», Jer 26 s4 ), lie 
was grandfather of Gedaliah (2 K 25*», Jer 39 14 
40a. B. n 436). The only objection to this sup- 
position lies in the fact tliat Ahikam seems to 
take precedence of his father. It is, of course, 
possible that he may have tilled a higher -office. 
Whatever the truth may be concerning Shaphan's 
connexion with the discovery of ' the book of the 
law,' it is at least certain that he belonged to the 
party of reform whose inspiration was derived 
from that book, and who were friendly to Jere- 
miah. One of his sons, Ahikam, protected the 
prophet from the fury of the hostile priests and 
prophets (Jer 26 24 ). Another, Elasah, was one of 
the two whom Jeremiah employed to carry his 
letter to the captives in Babylon (Jer 29 s ). From 
the windows of the chamber of yet another son, 
Gemariah, Baruch read ' the words of the Lord 
in the ears of the people ' (Jer 36 w ), words which 
were given still further publicity by the action of 
Gemariah's son, Micaiah (vv. 1K ,2 ). And when the 
last agony of Jerusalem was over, it was with 
Shaphan's grandson, Gedaliah, that the aged pro- 
phet found an honoured asylum (Jer 39"). 

2. Father of Jaazaniah, who was ringleader in 
idolatry of the seventy ancients of the house of 
Israel, as seen by Ezekiel (8"). 

N. J. D. White. 
SHAPHAT (e??).— 1. The Simeonite spy, Nu 13 s 
(BA Za^dr, F Za^di-). 2. The father of the pro- 
phet Elisha, 1 K 19 18 - (B Sa^dfl, A Zatpdr) '» (BA 
Zatf.dr), 2 K 3» (B 'Ivn^f, A Zatpdr) 6 s1 (B om., 
A 2a<pdr). 3. A name in the royal genealogy of 
Judah, 1 Ch 3 a (B Zad>dO, A Za^dr). 4. A(iadite, 
1 Ch 6" (LXX [? confusing with -ifiol 6 ypanfiareus). 
8. On ? of David's herdmen, 1 Ch 27 M (B Zw^d*. 
A Zwpdr). 

SHAPHIR [rtf ; LXX KaXwi ; Vulg. piilchra).— 
One of the towns or villages— none of them very 
far from Eleutheropolis — which the prophet Miuan 
addressed (Mic l 11 ). According to Eusebius and 
Jerome (Onom. 2a<ptlp, Saphir), it was a village 
of Judah in the hill-country between Eleuthero- 
polis and Ascalon. Robinson (BRP 1 ii. 34, note), 
van de Velde (S. and P. 159). and Conder, doubt- 
fully (PEF Mem. ii. 413), identify Shaphir with 
one of three mud villages, called es-SHAJir, which 
stand near each other about 3£ miles S.E. of 
Esd&d, Ashdod. This appears to be the place 
referred to in the Onomastwon, but the identifica- 
tion is uncertain. On the possible identity of 
Shaphir with Shamir of Jos 15 48 see Nowack on 
Mic 1". C. W. Wilson. 

SHARAI (nv ; B Sapiotf, A 'kpo<i>, N ZopoCe).— One 
of the sons of Bani, who had married a foreign 
wife, Ezr 10". 

SHARAR. — See Sacar. 

SHAREZER hytnir [see Baer, ad loc.] ; Zapiaap, 
BA in 2 K 19 s7 and Zee V, B in Is 37» ; Zapd<ra, 
Luc. in 2 Kings, KAQ in Isaiah. In its original 
Assyrian form the name is probably —iar-wtur, 
' protect the prince' ; in meaning, a prayer addressed 
to some god whose name is omitted. Bel-slutrusiir, 
Marduk-sharusur, and similar Assyrian names are 
then unabbreviated parallels. It has been suggested 
that the full name of the Sharezer of 2 K 19 [ = Is 



37] was Nergal-sharusur, a Babylonian name which 
occurs in Jer 39 s [Nergal-sharezkr]. The origin 
of the conjecture is an untenable identification of 
Sharezer with the Nergilus of the historian Aby- 
denns [see below]. In Zee V the complete name is 
very probably Bel -sharezer). 

1. In conjunction with a brother, ADRAHMELECH, 
named as the assassin of the Assyrian king Senna- 
cherib (2 K 19* 7 =Is 37 s8 ). The murderers are 
described as Sen.'s sons, and the scene of the 
assassination is given as the temple of NlSROCH. 
According to the Babylonian Chronicle, Sen. was 
killed during an insurrection, and the date was 
towards the close of the year 681 (20th Tebeth). 
The other records of the assassination are an in- 
scription of Nabnna'id, an extract from Polyhistor 
(Berosus) in Eusebius, and another from Abydenus. 
These agree with the Chronicle in stating that 
Sen. was killed by one of his sons. They contain 
no reference to the complicity of two sons. Even 
Abydenus is explicit in saying that one son was 
the murderer.* Of the two names given by the 
Hebrew narrative, that of Sharezer is most affected 
by this preponderance of negative testimony. 
Adrammelech has the support of the names 
Adramelus and Ardumuzanus (Ardumusanus), 
which are given by Abydenus and Polyhistor 
respectively. One of Sen.'s sons, also, has a 
name (Ateur-Sum-tiSabii) which is said to be cap- 
able of readings approximately the same as the,*e 
variants (Scheil in ZA xi. 425-27). There is 
nothing of a definite character to be said on the 
other side in favour of Sharezer. t Yet the nega- 
tive argument is so much e silentio that an explana- 
tion of the appearance of the name in the Hebrew 
text is pressingly required before an error can lie 
granted. W. M. Miiller imagines too improbable 
a history. He supposes that Adrammelech was 
' Assyrianized ' into Sharezer by some archaeologist. 
Adrammelech was regarded as a translation, Snar- 
ezer was a retranslation put alongside of it in the 
text (ZATW xvii. 332). It can only be said, mean- 
time, that Sharezer's name, his part in the assassi- 
nation of Sen., and his relationship to the king, 
all rest on the authority of the Hebrew narrative. 

The revolt, in which Sen.'s murder was an inci- 
dent, was obviously designed to secure the throne 
for the rebel(8), and to prevent the accession of the 
designated heir Esarhaddon. In this it failed. 
Esarhaddon triumphed within six weeks, by the 
second of Adar, although for an unknown reason 
he did not formally assume the crown until three 
and a half months later ( 18th Sivan). The murderers 
fled to Armenia, according to the OT narrative. 
There was likely to be a welcome for such exiles 
there. The fragment of Abydenus says that Esar- 
haddon put Adramelus to death. 

* ' Qui a filio Adramelo est intereinptut.' By a transposition 
of this sentence and the preceding, an attempt has been made 
to bring a certain Nere/ilus there mentioned into some con- 
nexion with the assassination of Sennacherib. But even then 
he is neither Sen.'s son nor his assassin. It is inadmissible to 
read the statement regarding him in the light of the weaker 
rather than of the stronger testimony. The supposition that 
Nergilus is Sharexer is a conjecture from an emended text 
(supporters of the hypothesis are named in Schroder, COT 
ii. 16). Equally possible, and even more probable, is the 
suggestion that this sentence 'deincepsautem port-turn Nergilus 
reyiMcit ' is a reference to the Babylonian king Nergal-usheiib. 
This identification is mode by Winckler (ZA ii. 892 ff.). But 
it is easier to suppose that the context is imperfect than to 
adopt his combination with another context. 

t Sar-efir-AUuy is a son of Sen. whose name might be identi- 
fied with Shareser (Winckler, Altor. Forseh., 2nd Series 11808), 
i. 69). It can also be urged that Polyhistor and Abydenus 
mny have got their names of the assassin from the Heb. 
Adrammelech. Moses of Chorene gives more positive testi- 
mony, but is not sufficiently reliable. He names two assassins. 
In the Whistons' Latin version (London, 1736) the forms are 
Adramelus or Argamozanus and Sanasarus (i. 22). Their 
settlement in Armenia is the occasion of their being mentioned. 
Boscawen's recent identification (Bab. and Or. Record, viiL 
269 ft".) seems to depend too much on a resemblance to the 
conjectural form Nergal-aharezer. 
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2. One who consulted the spiritual heads of the 
Jewish community on the question whether the 
fast observed on the anniversary of the burning 
of the pre-exilic temple was appropriate after its 
restoration (Zee 7 ar ). 

The grammatical construction of and consequently the 
purport of the verse, is very uncertain. RV makes ' Bethel ' 
subject and Share zer and the others messengers from Bethel. 
Such a personification seems without parallel in prose. AV 
follows Vulg. in making ' Bethel ' accusative of direction and 
tr. ' to the house of God.' But the temple is never called 
btth-'tl. The difficulty is removed by finding in these letters 
the Divine name which, according to analogy, is requited 
to complete the compound iar-umtr. The text may origin- 
ally have read Bel-Sharezer (Siegfried-Stade, HWB). The n 
may be accounted for as a dittography of M in the early 
Hebrew character.* After this correction has been made, v.* 
suggests that the author of the inquiry is one individual, 
namely (Bel-) Share zer. Rcgem-melech and the others are 
then messengers whom he sent. 

Sharezer's question is explained by the new 
situation which the restoration of the temple 
created. Since Zechariah addresses his reply to 
the 1 people of the land,' it may be argued that 
Sharezer was spokesman on their behalf. But v. 3 
more naturally expresses individual perplexity. 
V.* implies that the inquiry came from outside 
the community in Jerusalem. The question itself 
comes naturally from one who is not in touch with 
movements in the capital ; it is artificial and un- 
likely when regarded as an attempt to bring local 
discussions to an issue (Nowack's view). Zechariah 
addresses the priests and the whole Jewish com- 
munity ('people of the land,' as Hag 2*). The 
priests are doubtless named because 'instruc- 
tion' (tdrdh) had been asked of them, and formally 
they have yet to reply (in v.* the words ' and to 
the prophets ' may De an insertion, anticipating 
the fact that actually Zechariah comes forward to 
reply). The people also are addressed, to secure 
for the prophet's words a wider currency. 

Babylon is more likely to have been Sharezer'a home than any 
part of Judah. His Babylonian name, fiel-skaruitur, is one 
argument ; the formality of his deputation another. ' The hypo- 
thesis accounts most simply for the purpose and motive of the 
inquiry. It does justice also to all the points of the narrative. 
The primary object of Sharezer's deputation (v.2) was to offer 
sacrifices at the restored sanctuary (' to entreat the favour of 
the Lord '). The question to the priests was incidental to this main 
purpose, although prompted by the same good news. Thus early 
the spiritual authority of Jerusalem was acknowledged by the 
diattpora. The incident is dated in the year 618 (v. 1 ). The 
temple was completed in 510 (Ezr 6 15 ) ; its restoration had 
commenced in 620 (Haif 11*). Either the news which reached 
Babylon anticipated the complete restoration midway (assum- 
ing the dates to be correct) ; or the rebuilding was so far 
advanced as to justify Sharezer in taking action. 

It is noteworthy that Zechariah's prophecy 
(vv. M ) has no special application to the circum- 
stances of the time. It depreciates or disavows 
the practice of fasting as such. Zee 8 18 * IB seems 
more appropriate as a reply to Sharezer's envoys. 

Literature. — On 2K : Schroder, COT ii. 13-17 ; Winck- 
ler, XA ii. (1887) 892-IH1 ; Johns, Expos. Timet, vil. (April 
1896). For Polyhistor and Abvdenus see Eusebius, ed. Schoene, 
i. 27 and i. 35 ; the Bab. Chron. tr. by Winokler in Texlbxich 
z. AT, 1892 ; and Nabuna'id, by Messersehmidt, SMe Nabun- 
auTi, Berlin, 1S90. W. B. STEVENSON. 

SHARON.— 1. (jhyrj [with art.], prob. for |Vy*n 
'the level,' 'the plain,' from if to be level; LXX 
in 1 Ch 27" Ca 2 1 rd irtSlov, but in Is 33 9 35 2 65 10 
6 Spvpdi [see below]) the name applied in Scripture 
to that part of the Maritime Plain which stretches 
from Joppa to Mt. Carmel (55 miles). It is of an 
undulating character, none of its hills exceeding 
250-300 feet in height. The following streams 
cross it in their course to the Mediterranean : Nahr 

* Marti simply detaches V/ from bfth and Joins it to 
8hnrezer: 'the family of El-Sharezer' (.SK, 1892, p. 732). G. 
A. Smith adopts El-Shnrezer, but supjKwes ' J" ' to be wanting 
after MUi : ' to the temple of J" ' {Twelve Prophets). 



es-Zerkd (the Crocodile River), Nahr Mefjtr (the 
Dead River of the Crusaders), Nahr Iskanderuneh 
(their Salt River), Nahr el-F&lik (their Rochetaille). 
The plain proper, between the Crocodile River and 
Joppa, varies in breadth from 8 to 12 miles. 

The LXX, as above noted, reproduces ftvft) in 
three passages by 6 Spvpis, a term which is applied 
to Sharon also by Josephus (BJ I. xiii. 2 ; in Ant. 
Xiv. xiii. 3, plur. ol Spvfiol) and Strabo (xvi. : Spv/idi 
M^yat rit). This designation is very appropriate to 
a district which has still a large oak wood at its 
northern extremity, and which, even so late as 
Crusading times, would have appeared from the 
top of Mt. Ebal as a vast forest of oaks from coast 
to mountain {HGHL 1 122). * The Crusaders called 
it the Forest of Assur (Vinsauf, Itin. Ricardi, iv. 
16) ; it is the enchanted forest of Tasso (Gerus. 
Liberata, ii and xiii) ; it was called by Naj>oleon 
the Forest of Miksi (from the modern village of 
Miksieh). The southern half of the plain is, and 
must always have been, far more cultivated than 
its northern portion. Throughout its whole extent 
it is gay with myriads of brightly coloured flowers. 

The beauty and the fertility of Sharon give 
point to 16 35 a , where the ' glory of Lebanon is 
coupled with the 'excellency (nri ' splendour ' [see 
Driver, Daniel, p. 33]) of Carmel and Sharon,' the 
special allusion perhaps being to the magnificence 
of its oak forests. W e have the opposite picture 
in Is 33", where ' Lebanon is ashamed and withereth 
away, Sharon is like the (waste) Arabah, and 
Bashan and Carmel shake off their leaves.' Again, 
in Is 65 10 the description of the restoration of Israel 
contains this feature : ' Sharon shall be a pasttirage 
for flocks.' In 1 Ch 27 s " we read of Shitrai the 
Sharonite ('jVif n, i> Zapuv(e)lrns), who was over king 
David's flocks that fed in Sharon. The excellence of 
the pasturage, the superiority of the cattle and the 
wine of Sharon, are celebrated by Jerome {Comm. 
on Is 33 and 65) and the Talmnd (Bab. Menahoth 
81a, Shabboth 70a). Its pottery and the bricks 
used for building are repeatedly referred to in the 
Mishna as of very inferior quality, the instability 
of the houses in Sharon being proverbial (see 
references in Neubauer, Geoff, du 2 aim. 48 f.). 

Neubauer appears to be right (against Gractz, Gctch. d. 
Judm*, iii. 182) in contending that it is the inhabitants of the 
maritime Sharon and not of the Galilean Saronas |see below], 
on whose behalf a special petition is said to have been intro- 
duced into the high priest's prayer for the people on the Day of 
Atonement. This petition ran: 'May God watch over the 
inhabitant* of Sharon, that they be not buried in the ruins of 
their houses.' 

The Shulammite compares herself to the 'rose 
[an unfortunate rendering; n^jn is the white 
narcissus, see Cheyne on Is 35 1 and cf. art. Rose 
above] of Sharon ' and the ' lily [prob. some flower 
of a red colour] of the (Jordan) valleys' (o'pev), 
Ca 2». 

There is some doubt as to the identity of the 
Sharon of Jos 12 18 [where read fn*rj p:»t ?iVr> ' king 
of Aphek in Sharon'; see LASSHARON]. * It has 
been proposed (e.g. by Dillni. adloc.) to find here 
the Saronas which Eusebius (Onomast. 296. 6) says 
was the name given to the region between Mt. 
Tabor and Tiberias — a statement confirmed by the 
name Sarima still attaching to a ruin on this 
plateau (PEF Mem. vol. i. sheet vi.). This pro- 
posal appears, however, to be unnecessary, especi- 
ally in view of the evidence (see G. A*. Smith, 
HGHL* 350, 401 f., and s.v. 'Aphek' in Encvc. Dibl.) 
in favour of the existence of an Aphek in the 
maritime Sharon (cf. W. R. Smith, OTJC 3 273, 
435, and s.v. ' Aphek ' in Encyc. Bibl. ; H. P. Smith, 
Samuel, 31. Buhl, GAP 212 f., 218, leaves it un- 

* It is not at all likely that the title i Iouum is due to any 
connexion, real or sup|>osed, between the Heb. ihdron and the 
Or. a very rare term for an oak (Pliny, UN iv. 6, quoted 

by Re land, Pal. 190). 
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decided whether it is the maritime or the Galilaean 
Sharon that is meant in Jos 12 18 ). 

The only NT reference to Sharon is Ac 9" (4 
ZapJjv, whence AV Saron), in connexion with St. 
Peter's stay at Lydda. For further details regard- 
ing Sharon see Buhl, GAP 103 If*. ; and G. A. Smith, 
HGHL 1 147 H'., where a full account is given of its 
strategic importance and the part it played in post- 
biblical history. 

2. (|i-*| [without art.] ; B Tepi&n, A Zapiiv) 1 Ch 
6". This Sharon (|| Gilead and Bashan) is prob- 
ably the same as the MishOr (also from root ur), 
or elevated plateau between the Arnon and the 
Jabbok (Dt 3 10 4«, Jos 13 9 - 18 "- 21 20", Jer 48 8 - 1 ", 
2 Ch 26 10 ). See vol. iiL p. 309", footnote, and p. 
893 b , *. 8. J. A. Selbie. 

SHARONITE.— See preceding article. 

SHARUHEN {\mtp ; ol iypol airrwv ; Sareon).— A 
town in Judah which was allotted to Simeon (Jos 
19 6 ). It appears as Shilhim in 15 s " and as Snaaraim 
in 1 Ch 4 s ' ; see SHAARAIM (2). 

SHABHAI (T# ; BA Zecref, Luc. 2er<rd/>).— One of 
the sons of Bani who had married a foreign wife, 
Ezr 10*>=SESISof 1 EsS". 

BHASHAK (per).— The eponym of a Benjamite 
family, 1 Ch8 M - (B 2«o>X)*(B 2ohi}« ; in both pas- 
sages A has 2w<n)K, Luc. 2i<rdx). 

8HAUL (W, 2ooi5X).— 1. A king of Edom, Gn 
36 s7 '- [JE] = 1 Ch I* 4 - He belonged to 'Kehoboth 
by the River.' See Rehoroth. 2. A son of 
Simeon, Gn 46 ,p [R] (A Za^oi^X, D M 2a 01 /X, B deest), 
Ex 6 1S , Nu 28 1S [both P], 1 Ch 4*. The clan of 
which he is the eponym was of mixed Isr. and 
Can. descent, hence Snaul is call?d in Gn 46 10 and 
Ex 6 W 'the son of the Canaanitess.' See GENE- 
ALOGY, II. 2. In Nu 2G U the patronymic Shaulites 
(«^Kyn, Sfjftot i Zaoi-Xei) occurs. 3. An ancestor of 
Samuel, 1 Ch 6 s4 « (called in v.* W Joel. See Joel, 
No. 3). 

SHAYEH, The Vale op {ntf ptk ; A tV icoi\&8a 
H)p Zafrqv, D t. k. t. 2ainJ; vallis Save).— A broad 
valley ('ernek), known also as ' the king's vale ' (Gn 
14"), which'was near Salem. It is apparently the 
same place as * the king's dale' (TiSjn pjy 2 S 18' 8 ), 
in which Absalom set up a pillar or monument. 
According to Josephus (Ant. VII. x. 3), this monu- 
ment was two stadia from Jerusalem. If the view 
that Salem was Jerusalem be correct, the valley of 
Shaveh was possibly the broad open head of the 
valley of Hinnom which, lower down, contracts to 
a ravine. See Salem. C. W. Wilson. 

BHAVEH-KIRIATHAIM (c?nnp ,«n? ; i, 2a.-*> rg 
vb\ei ; Save Cariathaim).—A place in which Chedor- 
laomer smote the Emim (Gn 14 s ). If the reading 
in AVm and RVm * the plain of Kiriathaim ' be 
correct, the spot must have been near Kiriathaim 
(Jer 48 1 - *», Ezk 25') in Moab, which has been identi- 
fied with el-Kureiydt between Dibon and Medeba. 

C. W. Wilson. 

8HAYING. — Two Heb. words are used with this 
meaning, ijj ' cut off,' 1 shear ' (wool, 1 S 25 4 ), * shave ' 
(one's head, Job 1", Mic l Ifl ) ; rfo to make smooth 
or bald, to shave or shear (Nu G 9 - 18 , Dt 21 11 etc.). 
The ancient Egyptians, according to Wilkinson 
{Anc. Eqyp.), considered shaving the hair, not of 
the heaa only but of the whole body, necessary 
to cleanliness. Joseph, when summoned to the 
presence of Pharaoh, ' shaved himself and changed 
his raiment,' Gn 41". The same custom is ob- 
served by many Hindu sects at the present time. 
In cases of mourning the hair was allowed to 



grow. Among the Israelites the custom was 
different. The hair seems to have been allowed 
to grow to a moderate length, and to have been 
cut at intervals. Absalom, we are told (2 S 14 M ), 
polled his head every year. The beard was held 
sacred among the Israelites, as it is to this day 
among the Arabs ; and the insult that Hanun, king 
of the Ammonites, offered to the ambassadors of 
David, by shaving half of their beards (2 S 10*), 
could be atoned for only by the conquest and 
slavery of the Ammonites. The Nazirites were 
commanded to let no razor pass upon their heads, 
but to allow the hair to grow. When the time 
fixed by their vow had expired, or if they were 
accidentally defiled, then they were commanded to 
shave the whole head (Nu 6 8 - »• ■*•). In Syria 
the priests and monks of the Greek Orthodox and 
Greetc Catholic Churches never allow the hair of 
the head or beard to be cut even in sickness. 
Many Christian parents dedicate a child to a 
particular saint for a certain period of time, 
and during that period the hair of the child ia 
never cut. These children are distinguished from 
others by their black clothes as well as their 
long hair. Among the Israelites and Arabs shav- 
ing the head was a sign of mourning (Job 1", 
Dt 21 ia , Ezk 44 s "), and with the neighbouring 
nations it was the custom to shave the ' corners 
of the beard, which the Israelites were expressly 
forbidden to do (Lv 21 8 ). (See Cuttings in the 
Flesh, vol. i. p. 537* ; and for shaving of the head 
as a sacrificial act, W. R, Smith, BS 308). 

SHAYBHA (itfitf. In 2 S 20* Kethib rr, KM 
k#, EV Sheva, are proved to be in error by LXX. 
Similar to the KirS, however, are B 2aSd of 1 K 4* 
and BA Zovpd of 1 K 2*" 1 . Of LXX forms given 
below, 'lTi<rovt ='I<roDi is a familiar name read for one 
unfamiliar, perhaps under the influence of a ditto- 
graph y from the preceding k<U).— Royal or State 
secretary in king David's reign (1 Ch 18 18 B 'Iijo-oOj, 
A and Luc. Zoivd, K 2o0i ; 2 S 20* B 'li,aovs, A 
'Iiroi/s, Luc. 2owrd). 

2 g 81M8 ia « third passage containing a lUt of David'i officers 
of 8Ut«. In MT Seraian now stands in place of Shavsha. 
But the list of 1 Chron. is dependent on that of 2 Sam., ia 
identical with it except in this one particular, and most probably 
has preserved the original reading. B 'A« seems to be a trace 
of the older text. 1 K 4 s and 2« h may be counted against 
Seraiah (see below). This name seems to have obtained cur- 
rency in the 7th century. It may be supposed that the familiar 
finr is a misreading of the possibly foreign name Wlr. 

The office held by Shavsha is one of a group 
created by the monarchy in Israel. It dates, how- 
ever, from the time of David, like others of a 
similar character, for Saul's ' kingdom ' was not 
an organized State. It was David who made it 
so. When he ranged himself among the princes 
of southern Syria his position forced on him the 
creation of certain offices of State. The occa- 
sions, for instance, of communication and corres- 
pondence with neighbouring States multiplied. 
The example of contemiwrary princes suggested 
the appointment of a State secretary. Other 
prospects of usefulness must have commended the 
precedent. In these circumstances Shavsha was 
appointed first holder of the office, as it seems. 
It is noteworthy that of all those who are named 
in the best list of David's officers of State (1 Ch 
18"-" =2 S 8 13 - 18 ) he is the only one whose father 
is unmentioned. Possibly he did not belong to 
a family of standing in the country, like the 
others. Possibly he was a foreigner. If foreign 
correspondence were in a foreign language it may 
not have been easy to find a Hebrew with 
the necessary qualifications. David was not in- 
disposed to have foreigners round his person (see 
art. Foreigner, vol. h. p. 50 b ). Shavsha's name 
may be Aramaean. Foreign extraction would 
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account for the name of one of his sons being 
Elihoreph (1 K 4 s ). It seems to indicate his wor- 
ship of a god other than J". 

In Solomon's reign there were two secretaries of 
State, Elihoreph and Ahijah. They are called sons* 
of Shisha (1 K 4 3 ). Although the evidence for the 
correct form of this name is very divergent (B 2o/3d, 
A 2e«rd, Luc. 2a<pdr), it may be identified with 
Shavsha. Others of Solomon's chief officers of 
State were sous of those who held similar office 
under David. If Shavsha was chosen secretary 
because Aramaic was his native tongue, it is speci- 
ally likely that his children would inherit this 
qualification and be chosen for a similar reason. 
There is a second list of Solomon's officers in the 
LXX (B) text of 1 K 2*> b . In it Shavsha (BA Zovfid, 
Luc. 2ovad) is given as Solomon's secretary. Ben- 
zinger (on 1 K 4) has made the attractive suggestion 
that this list names those in office during the 
earlier part of Solomon's reign. It would then 
be evidence that Shavsha continued for a time 
Solomon's secretary, died during Solomon's reign, 
and was then succeeded by his sons. But there 
does not aeem to be evidence to establish this 
view of the two lists. It is probable that they 
are duplicates, and that in 1 K 2* h the names 
of the sons have dropped out before the word 
Shavsha. W. B. STEVENSON. 

8HEAL B ZaXovit, A 2adX), Ezr 10»— One 
of the sons of Bani, who had married a 'strange' 
wife ; called Jasaelus in 1 Es IP. 

SHEALTIEL (Snfatf; « Hag 1»* 2* Srifa: 
LXX and NT always 2a\a0iiJX, hence 8alathiel of 
1 Es 6 S « M 6 a , AV of Mt 1" and Lk 3").— The 
father of Zerubbabel, Ezr3*- B 5», Neh 18», Hag 
p.ia. u oa. » According to 1 Ch 3" Shealtiel was 
the eldest son of king Jeconiah. In v. 19 the MT 
makes Pedaiah (a brother of Shealtiel) the father 
of Zerubbabel ; but BA of LXX read here also 
2aXa0ti>X, although Lucian has 4>afatd. 

8HEARIAH (mfl,- A descendant of Saul, 1 Ch 
8 W (BA Ztyaid, Luc. Zeptd) 9" (BA Za/xd, Luc. 
Zaaptd). 

SHEARING-HOUSE, The (ctfin n'j ; B Baitfd- 
k<xO Tuif xoipivuv, A BatddicaS r. r.; Vulg. camera 
vastorum ; RV tr. ' shearing-house [lit. binding- 
nouse,' cf. Gn 22*] of the shepherds,' RVm 'house 
of gathering [so Targ. but improbable] of the 
shepherds'). — A place at which Jehu, on his way 
from Jezreel to Samaria, met and slew the brethren 
of Ahaziah, king of Judah (2 K 10»- "). Eusebius 
and Jerome {Onom. s. Ba.ida.Kdd) place the shearing- 
house in the Great Plain (Esdraelon), 15 M.P. from 
Legio ; and in this position, 3 m. east of Jenin, is 
the village of Beit K&d (Robinson, BRP 2 ii. 316). 
This is possibly the site of the shearing-house 
(Conder, PEF Mem. ii. 83). C. W. WILSON. 

8HEAR-JASHDB (aw>; 1 a remnant shall re- 
turn,' LXX 6 KaTa\ei<j>6eis 'laaoiB, Is 7 s ). — A symboli- 
cal name given to a son of Isaiah to signify the 
return of the remnant to God after the punishment 
at the hands of the Assyrians. See 8 18 10*- % \ and 
cf. 7" 8 1 - 4 . 

SHEBA (nv).—i. A Benjamite who headed a 
new revolt against David immediately after the 
suppression of Absalom's rebellion. He was be- 
sieged by Joab in Abel-beth-maacah, whose in- 
habitants were persuaded to procure their own 
safety by casting the head of the rebel from the 
battlements of the city (2 S 20"- 10 - 1S - ; B uni- 
formly 2d/5«, A occasionally 'A/9ee). See, further, 
* LXX ' bod,' applying: to Ahijah only. 



art. DAVID, vol. i. p. 570 b . 2. A Gadite, 1 Ch 5 U 
(B 14Bee, A 26Ba$e, Luc. 2d/3e<). 

SHEBA (k^y ), more correctly Saba (LXX 2o/3d, 
Jos. 2d/3a»), the name of a race (the 8abzeans) several 
times mentioned in the OT. In the genealogical 
tables it is given three pedigrees (Gn 10 7 son of 
Ra'mah, cf. Ezk 27 s3 , where these two names are 
juxtaposed ; Gn 10 s8 son of Yoktan, and juxta- 
posed with Hazarmaveth [Hadramaut] ; Gn 25* 
son of Yokshan). Ezekiel (27") mentions Eden 
(Aden), Harun (Hirran), and Canneh (Kanueh) as 
connected with it; and of these places the first 
two are known to be in S. Arabia. At the time 
of Israel's highest prosperity, Solomon was visited 
by the queen of Saba (1 K 10 ws ), an event which 
gave rise to a number of legends, none of them 
perhaps of high antiquity in the form wherein we 

fossess them. The Sabseans were known to the 
Braelites as exporteis of gold (Is 60*, Pa 72 18 ), 
precious stones (Ezk I.e.), perfumes (Jer 6 20 , Isaiah 
and Ezekiel), and perhaps slaves (Jl 4(3) 8 ). In 
the Bk. of Job (6 U ) there is an allusion to their 
trading caravans, with at least a suggestion that 
their capital was Tema (Tayma) ; and also to their 
raiding other Arab tribes (l 19 ). 

Till the attention of Orientalists was called by 
Wellsted and Cruttenden to certain inscriptions 
discovered by them in S. Arabia, our knowledge 
of Saba was confined to the meagre and often 
unintelligible matter collected by the Greek ge- 
ographers and Pliny. But since the middle of the 
century large finds of inscriptions have been made 
in various parts of Arabia, in the old Arabic 
character (of which a copy was given by the 
Arabic bibliographer Al-Nadim, in his Fihrist, 
A.D. 978), and dealing with Saba and various in- 
stitutions connected with it. The attempt made 
in England to decipher these inscriptions was 
utterly incompetent ; but German scholars were 
more successful, and the honour of having founded 
the study of Sabeean is shared by Rodiger and 
Osiander, whose papers in the ZDMG, vols. xx. 
and xxi., laid the basis for the right understand- 
ing of these texts. A full and accurate account 
of the literature of the subject down to 1891 was 
given by Fr. Hommel in his Siid-Arabische Chres- 
tomathxe, Munich, 1893. Next in importance to 
the collection published by Osiander was that 
brought back by Halcvy, and edited by him in 
the Journal Asiatique, Serie 6, vol. ix. ; since then 
great finds have been made by Gloser in his vari- 
ous journeys in S. Arabia, not many of which 
have as yet been given to the public. In the 
fourth part of the CIS, edited by J. and H. 
Derenbourg, of which three fasciculi (containing 
308 inscriptions) have as yet appeared (1889-1900), 
the material for the study will be eventually re- 
corded in the most trustworthy form ; at present 
the works of the eight or nine scholars who pur- 
sue it (esp. Derenbourg, Glaser, Halevy, Hommel, 
Mordtmann, D. H. Miiller, Pnetorius, Winckler) 
are all indispensable. 

Besides inscriptions, considerable finds of coins 
have also been made. The first Sabtean coin ever 
interpreted was described in the Revue Numis- 
matique, 1868, pp. 169-176; but for this part of 
the subject the most important stage was marked 
by the work of Schlumberger [Le trtsor de Sana, 
Paris, 1880), who gave an account of some 200 
coins that had been discovered at Sana'a, and pur- 
chased by him of a dealer in Constantinople. 
Many of these coins contained the monograms of 
kings whose names also figure in inscriptions; 
whence, though these signs were puzzling at first, 
they have all since been interpreted : a list of the 
monograms, with their interpretations, is given by 
D. H. Miiller in Ills Burgen u. Schldsaer, u. p. 995. 
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The date of the coins described by Schlumberger 
was fixed by him, on numismatic grounds (i.e. the 
evolution of the style from Attic, Seleucid, and 
Roman models), at from about B.C. 150 to a.d. 150, 
and, while he derived the style of the art from the 
sources named, he regarded the weight as fixed by 
Persian models. The purity of the silver and the 
accuracy of the weight were greatly admired by 
this numismatist ; other coins that have been dis- 
covered are described by Mordtmann, Wiener 
Numismatische Zcitschrift, 1880, pp. 289-320. The 
researches of Glaser and others were also rewarded 
by the discovery of a variety of other objects, 
illustrative of Sabsean civilization, of which de- 
scriptions have been given by Mordtmann (Himyar- 
ische Inschriften in den koniglichen Museen zu 
Berlin, 1893) and others (e.g. Derenbourg, Les 
Monuments Sabiens du Musie d' Archiologie de 
Marseille, 1899 ; D. H. Muller, Sudarabische Al- 
terthiimer im Kunsthistorisc/ien Hof museum, Wien, 
1899 ; Hommel, • Die siidarab. A Iter tinner des 
Wiener Hof museums,' in Aufsatzc u. Abkand- 
luncjcn, ii., 1900). 

Finally, the works of the S. Arabian geographer 
and archseologer Hamdani (Abu Muhammad Al- 
Hasan) have been brought to Europe, his Descrip- 
tion of the Arabic Peninsula in a number of copies, 
and his Ilclil in portions ; both these works have 
been edited by D. H. Muller, the former at Leiden, 
1891, the latter in the Sitzungsberichte der Wiener 
A kademie, Ph. -Hist. Kl. xciv. , xcvii. , and in Miiller's 
Sudarab. Alterthumer, p. 8 if. The lexicon of 
Neshwan the Himyarite, which is of some value 
for the interpretation of the texts, is as yet un- 
published. In the following paragraphs a few of 
the chief results of the study will be collected. 

[The following abbreviations recur below: A A = Glaser's 
Abeuinier in Arabian (Munich, 1895) ; HI = Himyarin>che 
Inschriften ; MM = Mordtmann and Mailer's Sab&ifche Denk- 
mdler; MVAS = MittheiL d. vorderat. GeselUehaJt ; SA = 
Miiller's Siidarabische Alterthumer], 

i. History. — On this subject an authentic 
chronicle of a few pages could give us more in- 
formation than all the inscriptions together ; it is, 
however, clear that they cover an enormous length 
of time — it can scarcely be made less than 1300 
years. The dated inscriptions of the mound at 
Marib (published by Glaser, MVAS, No. 6) are of 
the 5th and 6th cents. A.D., one of them being 
Christian and another perhaps Jewish ; and the 
final destruction of the Sab;ean State is known 
to have taken place in the 6th cent. A.D. On 
the other hand, t lie name of Ithamara the Sabsean, 
occurring in the inscriptions of Sargon of B.C. 715 
(ed. Winckler, p. 97), was identified with justice 
by Lenormant with the Yetha'amara of the 
Sabrean inscriptions. That name belongs to no 
fewer than six Sabsean potentates (Glaser, AA 
p. 2D) ; and there seems no probability that Sar- 
gon's contemporary is the first of these. The in- 
scriptions, however, are not divided equally over 
this vast expanse of time ; so far as they are at 
present accessible, it is only for the period just 
before and just after the commencement of our 
era that they render the writing of a continuous 
chronicle possible ; an attempt of this sort has 
been made by H. Winckler, ' Die Inschriften des 
Alhan Nahfan ' (MVAS, No. 5), perhaps without 
conspicuous success. The greater number of the 
texts published are devoid of political interest, 
and indeed emanate from members of two fami- 
lies or clans, the Bakilites of 'Amran, and their 
leaders the Barm Marthad, and the Hashidites of 
Na'it, and their leaders the Banu Hamdan. These 
great families are said to exist still in S. Arabia 
in the neighbourhood of their ancestral seats 
(Mordtmann in MM p 9). 

Saba is the name of a nation or political unit, 



not of a city, though the classical writers speak 
repeatedly or a city Saba. The Arabic etymologists 
derive its name from saba, ' to take captive ' ; but 
they might with greater probability have derived 
it from the Sabsean verb saba'a, 'he raided' ; and 
indeed in CIS 84. 3, the Sabseans are mentioned as 
normal raiders, somewhat as in Job l u . The 
Sabiean name for 'nation' is khums, 'a fifth,' and 
it is applied by them to other nations as well as to 
their own, e.g. ' the two Khums, Saba and Himyar ' 
(MM 5). These nations or 'fifths' were divided 
into ' tribes ' * (shi'b), which again were sometimes 
divided into 'thirds' (CIS 187, where Derenbourg 
gives us the names of two 'thirds' of the tribe 
Sania'i), and sometimes perhaps 'tenths' (CIS 
128). There might be some ground for suspecting 
that the word fifth implies the original existence 
of five nations who snared S. Arabia between 
them ; at the latest period of the inscriptions, 
Saba has swallowed the others up. In these the 
kings style themselves kings of Sana, Dhu Kaidan, 
Hadramaut, and Yamanet. The earliest king who 
assumed this title was, according to Glaser (A A 
p. 31), Shammir Yuhar'ish, about A.D. 281 (others 
would place him some 200 years before). Before 
this he and his predecessors called themselves kings 
of Saba and Dhu Kaidan, a title which implies the 
conquest of Kaidan, which the combinations of 
Glaser and H. Winckler place about B.c. 70. 
Prior to this last date the kings style themselves 
sometimes malik (' king '), sometimes mukarrib, a 
word of uncertain meaning, but of a root which 
forms an element in many proper names, and is 
the source of Makorabah, the old name for Mecca. 
It is customary to place the Mukarrib period before 
the Malik period, and it is certainly noticeable that 
Sargon does not bestow the title * king ' on his 
Sabsean contemporary, though the Assyrians are 
ordinarily rather lavish with the title. Naturally, 
such a point could not be settled without better 
documents than are at our disposal. The residence 
of the king was at Maryab or Marib (in Beled Al- 
Jihaf), and sometimes at Ghaiman. But Marib 
had also a king of its own, probably dependent on 
the kings of Saba, since in 675 37. 7 the two are 
mentioned simultaneously ; and kings of Kanina 
(SA 12) and other places are mentioned. 

In the time of Eratosthenes (B.c. 240) Saba was 
one of four nations which shared S. Arabia between 
them— Mimcans with capital Kama, Sabseans with 
capital Maryab, Kattabanians with capital Tamna, 
and Hadramaut with capital Katabanon. The 
Greek writer adds that these were all monarchies, 
but that they were not hereditary, the succession 
falling to the first male born to one of the leading 
families after a king's accession. How such a 
system would work it is impossible to conjecture ; 
but a study of the texts makes it certain that 
Eratosthenes' account contains some truth, though 
he maj' have omitted important details. So about 
the time of the Aelius Gall us expedition (B.c. 24) 
we find kings of the Hamdanide family preceded 
and followed by kings of another family. Alhan 
Nahfan seems to disclaim the title ' king of Saba' 
himself, while giving it to his two sons (A A 42. 
1 ), though he allows it to be given him by others 
(ib. 24), and in another inscription (HI 2698) 
appears as a subject of the then king of Saba, 
and in yet another (CIS 2, 10) is called simply 
Hamdani te and Bata'ite by the men who put up 
a votive tablet for help received in his service. 
Quite similarly Il-Sharh (Elisaros), who in some 
inscriptions figures as king of Saba and son of a 
king of Saba, in others is called Kabir of Akyan, 
a title of which the import is not known, but 

• This name (tribe) is also sometimes applied to Saba (5-1 
p. 17). The term 'fifth' is also found in other divisions (it 

p. 30). 
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which seems to have been combined with some- 
thin" like royal functions (A A 82 and 105). What 
we should infer from these facts is that the king- 
ship was held by the leading families in some sort 
of rotation. This inference is further supported 
by the nature of the kings' names, which do not 
appear to differ in form from those of other eminent 
men ; they are ordinarily, though not always, 
double, consisting apparently of a name and an 
epithet (rarely or a name and two epithets), and 
are ordinarily retained unaltered by those persons 
who figure in different inscriptions as kings and in 
some other capacity. Finally, the fact that the 
inscriptions often speak of 'the kings of Saba,' 
and that as many as three appear as kings simul- 
taneously, implies that the sense which attached 
to the word 'king' in this community was different 
from that which attached to it elsewhere. And 
this not only explains the great number of the 
kings who hgure in the inscriptions, — Muller 
(Burgen, ii. pp. 982-986) counted 33, and some 
have since been added to the number, — but har- 
monizes with the fact that Sargon does not give 
the Saboean the title ' king.' 

Besides the kings, there were eponymous magis- 
trates, after whom the years were named, till the 
adoption of an era, which Glaser fixes at B.C. 115 
(A A p. 29 ; Geach. i. 3), whereas others regard it 
as the Seleucid era (see CIS p. 18) ; the text CIS 
46 seems to date ' in the year 386 from the year 
of Mubih son of Abu-Hubb,' an era of which 
nothing is at present known. The tribes of which 
the Saboean community consisted had sometimes 
their kings (as the Samai, CIS 37), but more often 
chieftains called kaul (in Arabic kail) ; another 
title is kabir ('great'), which in one case appears 
to be given to the eponymous magistrate (CiS 80), 
but is also held by the king Il-Sharb, probably 
before his accession {CIS 46). Since, however, 
this personage has a 'minister* (muktawi, A A p. 
105), while he is still kabir, we clearly cannot yet 
settle the precise meaning of these terms. A dis- 
tinction which pervades the inscriptions is that 
between ' lords ' and ' men,' analogous to that be- 
tween ' royalties ' and ' men ' which is found in the 
Phoenician inscriptions : probably the former were 
what Eratosthenes calls 'distinguished,' i.e. quali- 
fied to participate in the sovereignty. In most of 
the votive tablets the author prays the god for the 
favour of his lords, who sometimes are the whole 
of a family, sometimes one or more members of it. 
A difficult constitutional term is that rendered 
' heirs ' or ' co-heirs ' (CIS 95. 5) in the same con- 
text in which ' lords ' usually figures ; and indeed 
the number of terms which imply some unknown 
status or caste is very considerable. 

The state of society seems in general to have 
home some resemblance to that of feudal Europe. 
The great families possessed towers and castles, 
the building of which is commemorated in many 
inscriptions ; and the word bait, which in ordinary 
Semitic means ' house,' would seem with this com- 
munity to have meant 1 tower.' The Iklil of the 
archreologer Hamdani contains a description of 
these feudal dwellings, portions of which are still 
to be seen. The right to build a castle was 
sometimes given by the head of a family (CIS 145, 
153), sometimes by a king [CIS 172) ; in some of 
the texts ample details (not as a rule intelligible) 
are given of the manner in which the building was 
earned out (CIS 17, 29, 40), and these seem to 
have involved measurements of land and technical 
distributions of it. In each case the building is 
pot under the protection of a deity. Many of the 
texts also commemorate renewals, repairs, the 
digging of wells and other domestic operations, in 
all of which the deity had some share. 

Owing to a far larger portion of S. Arabia being 
vol.. iv.— 31 



under cultivation in ancient times than now, the 
extent of territory covered by these feudal estates 
was very great, and, as we have seen, ere the 
final extinction of the Sabsean State by the 
Abyssinians in the 6th cent, it had swallowed 
up the other States in its neighbourhood. Hence 
the inscriptions which tell of its former glories 
are found all over South Arabia, except perhaps 
in Hadramaut, and some even in the far north 
of the peninsula. Many indeed have been 
transplanted from the buildings which they 
originally adorned to distant towns, but of the 
vast extent of the country which at certain times 
was subject to the Sabseans there can be no doubt. 
Certain episodes of the reign of Alhan Nahfan, as 
mentioned above, have been enucleated from his 
inscriptions by Glaser (A A) and Winckler (I.e.); 
but even in these results there is much that is 
problematic, and little that is sharply defined ; 
while for the rest of Sabjean history the inscrip- 
tions which have as yet been published contain 
far less material. Arabic writers have only vague 
recollections of certain events of great importance, 
such as the bursting of the dam at Marib, which 
they strangely fancy led to the ruin of the State, 
and of a few names and words of the old language ; 
even the well-informed Hamdani has only fables 
and fictions. Hence for a history of Saba the 
materials are still wanting. 

ii. Civilization. — Thelist of goods said to come 
from Saba in Is 60 s bears a striking likeness to 
that given by Sargon (I.e. ) : ' Gold, precious stones, 
ivory, perfumes of all sorts, horses, camels,' and 
the gold and perfumes were associated with Saba 
by classical writers also. It is remarkable that 
gold and perfume were called by the same name 
in Saba ; for the suggestion of D. H. Muller, that 
dhahab meant perfume as well as gold, has been 
confirmed by a document brought to light by 
Count Landberg (SA p. 30). The inscriptions 
reveal a lavish use of gold, if indeed the precious 
metal be meant thereby. Alhan Nahfan offers 
thirty statues of gold at once (AA p. 42), and 
numerous inscriptions commemorate the employ- 
ment of this metal for images of gods and of 
animals (e.g. camels and gazelles, MM 1). Other 
gifts were of silver, called, in this language, sir/ ; 
and a variety of objects used for devotional pur- 
poses is enumerated by Alhan Nahfan [I.e.), not 
many of which can at present be identified with 
certainty. Perfumes are also mentioned with 
considerable frequency, and various sorts are enu- 
merated. D. H. Muller has devoted many pages 
to the description of them (Burgen, ii. 975 ; MM 
26 ; SA 48). The greater number of the texts deal 
not with the commercial side of the Sabueans' life 
(though there may be allusions to that), but with 
the agricultural and military sides. Prayers for 
crops and vegetables are mixed with supplications 
for male children. The sorts of fruits which they 
desire to thrive are sometimes enumerated. In 
some we learn a little of the artificial system of 
irrigation whereby the fertility of the fields was 
maintained. But more commemorate successful 
raids, or successful repulses of raids by other 
tribes ; and once it would seem a disaster conse- 
quent on delay in the fulfilment of a vow is 
commemorated (CIS 81). The position of women 
would appear to have been little inferior to that 
of men, if we may judge by the number of texts 
in which they figure as authors or joint-authors of 
inscriptions. One woman [CIS 179) appears to be 
called mistress of a castle ; and, though a queen of 
Saba has not apparently been discovered in the 
inscriptions, queens of other Arabian tribes occur, 
lwth in Arabian and Assyrian texts (D. H. Muller, 
Epigraphisrhe Denkmalcr aus Arabien, p. 3). The 
honourable title ' consort,' by which they are often 
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called, confirms this. There are, however, texts 
which imply the practice of concubinage, though 
not, apparently, of polygamy. It is observable 
that the women make offerings to the same gods 
as the men, describe themselves by similar family 
names, and profess to have received similar 
benefits. 

The Sabsean art, which in some respects is highly 
praised by experts, appears to have been greatly 
affected at different times by contemporaneous 
civilizations, i.e. those of Assyria, Persia, Greece, 
Koine, and Parthia ; and the formulas of the 
inscriptions appear here and there to exhibit 
Assyrian influence. The caligraphy of the in- 
scriptions, especially those first brought to Europe, 
has won much admiration ; the alphabet in which 
they are written varies somewhat in different 
places (see especially D. H. Miiller, Epigraphiache 
Denkmaler, ad fin. ), but the present writer sees no 
reason to doubt that it represents the earliest 
form of the Semitic alphabet, whence the others 
are derived, partly by the suppression of a number 
of unnecessary signs. The excessive vigour with 
which the consonants are pronounced in S. Arabia, 
on which several writers have commented, would 
make that the likeliest country for the invention 
of a system of writing in which the consonant was 
the element. 

iii. Religion. —The greater number of the 
tablets at present accessible are dedicated to two 
deities, Il-Makkih and Ta'lab. The latter appears 
to have been a specially Hamdanite deity, and is 
ordinarily described as Ta'lab of Riyam. He is 
called not 'god,' but shayydm, 'patron' or 'pro- 
tector,' a title which is also given to Wadd (HI 7), 
who is sometimes ascribed to Kibab (ib. also 
in CIS 30) and Khatban {CIS 293), and Hajar 
('stone'; CIS 49-69). The former of these 'nat- 
rons' also figures in pre-Islamic antiquity. If we 
may judge by the honours lavished on Ta'lab, the 
position of ' patron ' can have been little inferior to 
that of god. The god of the Bakil was Il-Makkih, 
probably 'the hearing god,' whose name seems 
connected with a verb WKH, which figures often 
in the votive tablets. Different forms of Il-Makkih 
were worshipped in different sanctuaries. The 
places with which he is most frequently associated 
are A warn in Aiwa (on which see especially A A 
p. 16 if.), Hirran, and'Irran. Next in importance 
to him was probably Athtar, the male form of 
Ashtoreth, often called Sharkan, which is thought 
to mean 'Oriental.' He had a divided person- 
ality : in CIS 293 no fewer than four forms of him 
are mentioned simultaneously — Athtar lord of 
Thanain, Athtar lord of Ta'afluk (?), Athtar lord 
of Jumdan, and Athtar Sharkan. Two other 
deities whose names are of interest are Sami' [CIS 
282) and Kawim {CIS 194), which seem to be per- 
petuated in the epithets ' the Hearing ' and * the 
Sustaining,' which the Koran gives to Allah. Con- 
siderable popularity was also enjoyed by Ram man 
(who figures in the Bible as Rimmon), sometimes 
called lord of 'Alam of Ashkur (CIS 140, by a 
Himyarite). The sun was also much worshipped, 
and is ascribed to a number of places (e.g. Barrat, 
CIS 293. 2; other places 40, 132, 294), and also 
to particular tribes and persons, e.g. 'Il-Makkih 
and their sun' {CIS 143. 5), and indeed the plural 
* their suns ' is of occasional occurrence, implying 
that the sun was regarded as of divided person- 
ality, like Athtar. The Sabsean worship of the 
sun was sufficiently famous to be known to the 
author of the Koran (xxvii. 24). A similar deity 
is Dim Samai, 'lord of Heaven,' ascribed to Balcir 
(MM 1) ; and there are some goddesses whose 
names are similarly formed— Dhat Hima, Dhat 
Ba'dan {CIS 41 etc. ). Other gods are called Bashir 
(' bringer of good tidings,' CIS 41. 3), Haubas (172, 



etc.), Rahman (' merciful,' perhaps of monotheistic 
times, CIS 6), Kainan (8) and others whose name 
is thought to signify water-nymphs (153, etc.). 

This pantheon appears to resemble that of the 
Italians before Greek influence : the gods were to 
some extent hypostases of operations or objects, 
and there was supposed to be some special merit 
in enumerating them. Of this last process the 
terminations of many inscriptions offer illustra- 
tions. The more important of their temples had 
names, after which the god was often called. The 
offerings to them consisted, as we have seen, of 
lavish gifts to the temples ; but sacrifices of the 
ordinary sort (CIS 290) and offerings of incense 
(194) also form the subject of allusions. Sometimes 
it took the form of self-presentation on the part 
of the worshipper, whatever may have been the 
import of that act. The earliest instance is said 
to be in a bustrophedon inscription (ZDMG xxii. 
425), and the most elaborate, that contained in the 
inscription of Hadakan (CIS 37), in which the 
author declares that he puts the god in possession 
of himself, his family, his and their property, and 
all the property belonging to his clan. If the 
inscription HI 2678 (p. 26) be rightly interpreted 
by Mordtmanu, this act could be performed re- 
peatedly; and the inscr. CIS 126 would probably 
explain it more clearly, if we knew the meaning 
of the words. The plan of erecting stones in 
honour of the gods also finds illustration (CIS 100); 
and most of the texts we have are musnads, or 
tablets dedicated to the gods, sometimes with other 
offerings. The office of priest (vrm) seems some- 
times to have been united with that of tribal head 
(CIS 41. 1), but at other times was probably dele- 
gated to humbler individuals. That pilgrimages 
were made in honour of the gods appears from the 
month Dhu Hiijat or Mahajjat; the former of 
which is the only month-name which the Sabseans 
share with the Moslems (the Sabsean twelve are 
enumerated by Miiller in MM 51). Prayers are 
ordinarily designated by the common Semitic word 
for petition, but the other word (amid), which 
occurs often, perhaps implies stereotyped formulae. 
From the inscr. CIS 128 it would appear that the 
gods were also appeased iby certain forms of per- 
sonal abstinence, and from one of those edited by 
Winckler (I.e.) it might appear that they had 
some share in the administration of justice. The 
Sabseans also had certain ideas of ceremonial 

§urity, violation of which had to be atoned for 
y public acknowledgment on tablets placed in 
temples : some curious specimens of these are 
given in SA pp. 20-25. 

iv. Language.— Of the S. Arabian inscriptions, 
a few are couched in a dialect scarcely distinguish- 
able from classical Arabic. This is the case with 
the texts dealing with ceremonial purity, to which 
reference has been made. The Sabcean texts seem 
to resemble most cloeely the dialect known as 
Ethiopic ; and indeed Ethiopia may be regarded as 
the form of Sabsean first given literary shape by 
Christian missionaries, although, unless the dates 
on the Marib inscriptions (Glaser, MVAS 6) are 
absolutely misleading, Sabiean must have con- 
tinued in use for a century or two after the com- 
mencement of Ethiopic literature. Owing to the 
absence of vowels, we know little of the pronun- 
ciation or the grammatical finesse of Sabrean ; but 
it clearly differed from the classical Arabic idiom 
in many particulars ; in some of which it pre- 
served what classical Arabic lost, while more often 
it seems to represent a later stage of development 
than the latter. Its alphabet retains a sibilant 
lost to Arabic ; and in certain cases the weak 
letters have still consonantal value in Sabsean (as 
in Ethiopic) where they have lost it in Arabic. 
Instead of the prefixed article which govern? 
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Arabic syntax, Sabeean has an affix, similar to 
that in use in Aramaic ; both of which bear a 
curious likeness to the Armenian system. For the 
nunation which in Arabic supplies, to some ex- 
tent, the place of an indefinite article, Sahrean has 
mimation. Probably in this matter Arabic retains 
the older termination, whereas the two languages 
may have developed or borrowed their definite 
articles independently. The employment of the 
dual would appear to have been as regular in 
Sabtean as in Arabic, though the mode of express- 
ing it differed somewhat. The Sabamn syntax 
has also some remarkable peculiarities, to which 
nothing in Arabic corresponds, though they might 
be illustrated from Hebrew. We have already 
seen (in art. LANGUAGE OF the OT) that, like 
Ethiopic, Sabaean occasionally agrees in its vocabu- 
lary with Canaanitish against Arabic ; and there 
are also cases in which it agrees remarkably with 
the Aramaic vocabulary, although in the most 
striking of these (see CIS 79) the common words 
are perhaps borrowed from Aramaic, since the in- 
scription shows signs of having been written by 
a foreigner. Though there is still much about 
both grammar and vocabulary that is obscure, 
the progress made in the study since Osiander's 
time compares favourably with that achieved in 
other regions of epigraphy. 

D. S. Margoliouth. 

SHEBA (Mp ; B 2d/*ea, A 2d/3ee ; Sabee). — A town, 
according to AV, which was allotted to Simeon 
(Jos 19 3 ), and is mentioned between Beersheba and 
Moladah. This was apparently the view of Euse- 
bius and Jerome (Onom. s. 2a/&)- BV, however, 
and the edition of 1611, read ' Beersheba or Sheba' ; 
and this is in agreement with the number of towns 
(13) said to have been allotted to Simeon (Jos 19 J ~ 8 ), 
and with the omission of Sheba from the list in 
1 Ch 4 s8 . It is not unlikely that yytf] is due to 
dittography from par tk3, or it may be a corruption 
of vam (cf. XXX B) of Jos 15* So Dillm. ad loc. 

C. W. Wilson. 

SHEBANIAH (n;ja? ; in 1 Ch 15" i*;j3?>).— 1. The 
name of a Levite or a Levitical family that took 
part in the religious services which followed the 
reading of the Law, Neh 9*- (B 2apa/9td, A 2axav«d, 
K 2apa5<d ) 3 (LXX om. ). The name appears in Neh 
10 10 amongst those who sealed the covenant (B 
Za^ani, &A 2c/3ac«i, Luc. [in both verses] Sfxt^as). 
2. A priest or Levite who sealed the covenant, 
Neh 10* (B'E/fow/, A 2e/3av/, Luc. Bavafat) 12"(BK*A 
om., ■ SexeXiot}, Luc. St^at). See Shecaniah, 
No. 8. 3. Another Levite who sealed the cove- 
nant, Neh 10" (BA Ze/Sand, Luc. 2o/3onoj). *. A 
priest in David's time, 1 Ch 15** (B 2o/md, fit 2o/3j-«d, 
A Zw/Sewd, Luc. 2o/3o»-4d). 

SHEBARIM (c-iayn, with art. ; koI [Luc. fw»] 
trwirpif ai> airroin ; Sabarim). — A place mentioned 
(Jos 7 8 ) in the description of the pursuit of the 
Israelites by the men of Ai. RVm (so also Keil, 
Josua) it. hash-shtbdrtm by ' the quarries,' a ren- 
dering which Stenernagel (in Nowack's Hdlcomm.) 
is also inclined to accept. The place was on the 
descent from Ai to the Jordan Valley, but the 
name has not been recovered. The LXX (cf. Pesh. 
and Targ. o"n?n-"iy) does not recognize a proper 
name, but takes the meaning to be ' [they pursued 
them] till they were broken,' i.e. completely routed 
and mostly destroyed. See, further, Dillm. ad loc. 

C. W. Wilson. 

BHEBAT.— Zee l 7 . See Sebat and Time. 

BHEBER ("lay ; B 2d/3e/>, A "Zifitp, Luc. 2d/9ap).— 
A son of Caleb by his concubine Maacah, 1 Ch 2**. 

SHEBNA (Ktfr, in 2 K 18 18 - 26 BHEBNAH ; 



LXX 26/wat [in Is 36* B 2A/3voi, and so Q"* in 
36 11 ]). — A major-domo or palace-governor of king 
Hezekiah, against whom is directed one of the 
recorded utterances of Isaiah (Is 22 18 " 2 *). The 
prophet's language implies that Shebna possessed 
wealth and high position. His chariots and their 
splendour drew remark (v. 18 ). He had begun the 
construction of a tomb such as princes made for 
themselves (v. 18 ). The office he held was domestic 
in origin, but had become one of the highest in the 
State. Control of the royal household and man- 
agement of the affairs of the palace brought the 
holder of the office into intimate relations with the 
king, and placed in his hands the dispensing of 
much favour and patronage. The palace guards 
were probably under his control, so that the im- 
portant element of a certain military power was 
added to his position. Isaiah refers to the suprem- 
acy of his authority in the palace (v. a ). He also 
implies that the office (ax as in Gn 45 s ) had duties 
beyond the palace precincts, in Jerusalem and even 
in Judah (v.* 1 ). When Jerusalem was threatened by 
the Assyrian king, the holder of this office was one 
of three chosen by Hezekiah to negotiate for him 
(2 K 18 f.). The palace-governor, in short, was one 
of the principal ministers of State. 

The full significance of Isaiah's prediction re- 
garding Shebna is apparent only if it be remem- 
bered, firstly, that he was a foreigner, and, secondly, 
that he was just then constructing for himself a 
tomb which should be his monument and resting- 
place. It was probably on a day when he was 
viewing complacently the progress of this work 
that the prophet came to him with his disturbing, 
disconcerting message. He will not rest in the 
sepulchre he is making. He has not even found, as 
he had thought, an adopted country. He will be 
cast out from the land of Judah, and die and be 
buried far away from the tomb he is preparing. 



The simplest way of regarding Isaiah's message is to take it 
as a special case of the warning, ' He putteth down the mighty 
from their seat, he exalteth them of low degree.' Shebna's 



pride, his arrogant splendour, and his confidence in the future 
are marked features in his character as it is presented to us. 
His fate is not represented as retribution for what he has done. 
Rather, it is the contrast between his present haughty inde- 
pendence and his future humiliation which exposes him to 
rebuke and brings upon him the prophet's warning. It might 
be argued that the application of the words 'my servant to 
his successor (v.»), and the evidence of v.i", imply that he had 
transgressed J'"s law. It is certainly probable that a man of 
Shebna's spirit would in his position be guilty of conduct which 
Isaiah elsewhere resents. But the prophecy does not denounce 
judgment on him for this reason. It has been suggested that 
Shebna's policy was not in accordance with Isaiah s, that he 
was one of those who instigated the king to a breach with 
Assyria. This also is possible, but is merely conjecture. Even 
the interpretation of the ' large country ' of v.w as Assyria is no 
support. 

The date of the prophecy may be inferred from 
2K 18 f. ( = Is 36 f.), where Ehakim appears as 
holder of the office of major-domo. That was in 
the year B.C. 701. Some time before this, accord- 
ingly, Shebna had been removed from his office. 
The prophecy was delivered still earlier. The 
argument implies, in accordance with Is 22* ) " IS , 
that Eliakim s tenure of office followed Shebna's 
(see Eliakim). But this same narrative mentions 
also a certain ' Shebna the scribe ' (2 K 18 18 - M - 17 
19 a = Is 36 s - "• M 37 2 ). It is unlikely that there was 
more than one Shebna among Hezekiah's officers 
of State. The subject of Isaiah's prophecy appears, 
accordingly, to have held, later on, the office of 
royal secretary. One of two conclusions may be 
drawn : either the prophecy was unfulfilled in 701, 
or there is a mistake in describing it as directed 
against Shebna. 

A third view has been maintained, to the effect that change 
of office from major-domo to secretary is degradation equivalent 
to fulfilment of the prediction. There is not, however, sufficient 
proof that the office of State secretary was lower than that of 

Svemor of the palace. But, besides, Isaiah foretells as Shebna's 
;e much more than loss of office. That, indeed, is merely part 
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of the Implication of a sentence of exile and banishment. Loss 
of office, or rather transference to another office, is by no means 
the same as exile. Isaiah mentions it as a part of 8hebna's 
misfortune. It is less easy to decide between the alternatives 
which remain. If the spirit and essence of Isaiah's prophecy 
be considered, Shebna's change of office was not in the slightest 
degree its fulfilment. This conclusion may be declared im- 
possible on theological grounds. But Shebna's history did not 
end with the year 701. His exile may have come after that 
date. Delay in the fulfilment of the prediction or premature 
anticipation of its fulfilment is all that need be assumed. The 
alternative conclusion is that the governor of the palace in 
Is 22 is wrongly named Shebna. In support of this it may be 
argued (Duhm, adloe., and others) that the last clause of v.« is 
in its wrong place, was originally an editorial heading to the 
section, and may be in error. The words ' against (!?£) Shebna 
the palace-govemor ' certainly read like a heading and leave 
an improved text when removed from their present position. 
But the suggestion that an editor took the name from 2 K 18 is 
improbable, since, (1) Shebna is secretary there, and (2) the 
identification creates evidence against the fulfilment of the 
prediction. The difficulty, therefore, that Shebna was royal 
secretary in 701 remains the only reason for eliminating the 
name from Is 221 s . 

The designation [3b In Is 22" has not been referred to. The 
title occurs only here in the OT.* In 1 K l*-< the feminine 
is used (AVm ' cherisher '). In a Phoenician inscription about 
30 years older than Isaiah's prophecy (?) (CIS i. p. 26) it is used 
possibly in the sense of city-governor, t This may be its mean- 
ing here. It harmonises sufficiently with the designation of 
Shebna as palace-governor. The domestic office may have in- 
cluded the other (cf. v.ai). The cognate in Assyr. denotes 
' governor ' (DeL U WB $. pB>> "V\ . B. STEVENSON. 

SHEBUEL (Vku?).— -1. A son of Gershom and 
grandson of. Moses, 1 Ch 23 19 (BA 2ov^\, Lnc. 
2ou/9ti)X). He was 1 ruler over the treasuries,' 26 34 
(B 'IwifrX, A Zou/MX, Luc. 2«/3ii)X). He is called in 
24 80 Shubael (Vs??b»; B 'I«£ai)X, A 2ouy9ai)X, Luc. 
Sou/Si^X), which is prob. the original form of the 
name (see Gray, HPN 310). 2. A son of Heman, 
1 Ch 25 4 (BA 2<m4MX, Luc. ZovBrfX), called in v. w 
Shubael (LXX as in v.«). 

SHECANIAH (t}5? ; in 1 Ch24", 2 Ch 31" m;wf»). 
—1. A descendant of Zerubbabel, 1 Ch a*** (B 
Scvend, A and Luc. 2ex«Waj, which is the reading 
of Luc. also in all the following passages). It is 
probably the same Sbecaniah who is named in Ezr 
8* (B Zoraxul. A 2ax<md) ; see Ryle, ad loc. 2. Ac- 
cording to the MT of Ezr 8 8 , ' the sons of Sheca- 
niah ' were amongst those who returned with Ezra ; 
but a name appears to have dropped out of the 
text, and we should read 'of the sons of Zattu, 
Shecaniah the son of Jahaziel ' (cf. 1 Es 8 a * of the 
sons of Zathoes, Becheniag the son of Jezelus'). 
Ezr 8 B is wanting in B ; A has dxo idQp ZadoTjs 
ZcgoWat. 8. Chief of the tenth course of priests, 
1 Ch 24" (B 'lff X and, A Zc«W). 4. A priest in 
the reign of Hezekiali, 2 Ch 31" (BA Sexov/ai). 
8. A contemporary of Ezra, who supported him in 
his action in connexion with the foreign marriages, 
Ezr 10 3 (Zcxevfof). 6. The father of Shemaiah, 
4 the keeper of the east gate,' Neh 3* (B 'Exevtd, 
KA Zegmd). It is possible that he and No. 1 are 
identical. 7. The father-in-law of Tobiah the 
Ammonite, Neh 6 18 (2ex«"d). 8. The eponym of a 
family which returned with Zerubbabel, Neh 12 s 
(Zcxertd). It is the same name which, by inter- 
change of 3 and 3, appears as Shebaniah (see 
Shebaniah, No. 2) in Neh 10* 12". 

SHECHEM. — 1. (03?) Gn 33'» 34* « etc See 
Hamor. 2. (o?7, 2(5x«m) the name of a Manassite 
clan, Nw 26 3, < 8S > (the Saechemitea vwyn, Stjuot 6 
ZyxertteW, Jos 17 a , 1 Ch 7 1B . The various con- 
flicting schemes by which these three passages 
(P, J, and the Chronicler) connect Shechem with 
Manasseh are discussed in art. Manasseh, vol. iii. 
p. 231 f. 

•Cheyne (Erporit'tr. Ix. [1890] p. 454) would read this word 
also in 2 8 8>« 20*, 1 K 4 5 (1 Ch 1817), but see art. Prints akd 
Lkvitks, p. 78b. 

j t^ uoU>d • nd *° translated by Winckler, GotahichU Irraelt, 



SHECHEM (03?> * shoulder ' ; 2kx<?m, v Ztajm 
(1 K -12"), ra ZUina (Jos 24 w ), Zifwn/ia, 2j)Xw (Jos 
24 1 -*), 2fjti/tor, ZlKifM. (Joseph.); Sichem, Sicima 
(Jerome, Onom.)). — There are two views with 
regard to the name. One, held by Eusebius (Onom. 
s. svxiti), is that Shechem, the son of Hamor, * the 
Hivite, the prince of the land ' (Gn 33 18 - u ), gave 
his name to the town. In this case the name is 
used in Gn 12 9 by anticipation. The other view is 
that Shechem received his name from the town, 
which was so called from the shechtm, ' saddle,' or 
' shoulder ' (cf. Gn 48 211 ), between Ebal andGerizim, 
which separates the waters of the Mediterranean 
from those of the Dead Sea. The latter supposi- 
tion is the more probable. The name occurs in the 
* Travels of a Mohar,' if Max Miiller's reading, 
' Mountain of Sakama,' — the mountain of Sichem, 
i.e. Ebal or Gerizim,— be correct (Asien u. Europ. 
p. 394). Eusebius and Jerome (Onom.) held the view 
that Shechem was formerly called Salem ; but this 
opinion is apparently based on a wrong interpre- 
tation of Gn 33 18 (see Shalem). 

The position of Shechem is clearly indicated in 
the Bible. It was west of Jordan ; in the territory 
allotted to Joseph (see Gn 4S 23 , where ' portion ' is 
the translation of shecftfm) ; in the hill-country 
of Ephraim (AV Mount Ephraim), within the 
limits of the tribe of Ephraim (Jos 20 7 21", 
1 K 12 28 , 1 Ch fJ 87 7», cf. Jos IT 7 ), and immedi- 
ately below Gerizim (J a 9 7 ). It was beyond Shiloh 
on the high road from Jems, to the north (Jg21 u ), 
to the west of Michmethath (Jos 17 7 ), and not 
very far from Dothan (Gn 37 ,a n ). The evidence 
outside the Bible is decisive : Josephus distinctly 
says (Ant. IV. viii. 44) that Shechem was between 
Ebal and Gerizim. Eusebius ( Onom. s. 2vxl/i, Aovfd, 
TtpifiivOot) places it in the suburbs of, or" close to, 
Neapolis ; whilst Jerome (Ep.Pau. xvi.), Epiphanius 
(adv. Hair. iii. 1055), and later writers identify it 
with Neapolis, the present Ndblus. Shechem is 
supposed to have been destroyed during the Jewish 
War, and to have been rebuilt by Vespasian, who 
named it Flavia Neapolis. It is so called on coins 
(Eckhel, Doc. Num. iii. 433), and by Justin Martyr, 
who was a native. Josephus says (BJ IV. viii. 1) 
that Neapolis was anciently called Mabortha, or 
Mabartha— a name which Pliny gives (HN v. 13) 
in the form Mamortha. This word has been 
variously explained. Reland conjectures (Dis. Mi*, 
i. 138-140) that the readings should be corrected 
from coins which have Mortnia — the classical form, 
according to his view, of Moreh. Tomkins (Abra- 
ham and his Age, p. 90) connects Mabortha, 
Morthia, with Martu, the Sumerian form of the 
name Amorite, and takes it as evidence of a pre- 
Semitic occupation of the site. He quotes the 
view of Sayce, who sees Martu in | the terebinth 
of Moreh.' Bitter (Pal. 646) considers that the 
name refers to the ' pass ' or valley in which the 
town is situated. Olshausen, Hitter (as above), 
Guerin (Samarie, i. 420), and Riehm (HWB) take 
it to mean a 1 thoroughfare,' or place of 1 passage ' 
or 'crossing* (K^ns^p ma'&barta) — a name very 
applicable to a town situated in the natural pas- 
sage or valley from the Mediterranean to the 
Jordan, or on the caravan road from Judiea to 
Galilee. Neubauer (Gtog. du Talm. 169) sees in 
the word a corruption of the Aramaean itnsnso 
(mabdrakhta), ' blessed town,' and supports his 
view by the statement in the Talmud that the 
Samaritans called their mountains ' the mountains 
of blessing.' 

When Abram entered the land of Canaan, he 
camped by the oak (AV • plain,' RVra ' terebinth') 
of Moreh, at or near ' the place of Shechem " ( AV 
Sichem), and there built ' an altar unto the Lord ' 
(Gn 12 s - 7 ). Some authorities maintain, from the 
expression 4 place of Shechem,' that the city did 
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not then exist ; but the word * place ' ( G esen. Lex. ) 
is applied to inhabited towns in Gn 18" 19?* and 
29 s1 . It is also most unlikely that the Canaanites, 
who were ' then in the land,' would have overlooked 
or neglected to occupy a well-watered site which 
possessed so many natural advantages. The oak of 
Moreh, or a successor, is apparently mentioned as 
• the oak which was by Shecnem ' (Gn 36 4 ), ' the oak 
that was in the sanctuary of the Lord' (Jos 24 M ), 
' the oak of the pillar that was in Shechem ' ( Jg 9 s ). 
'The oak of Meonenim' (Jg Q* 7 'the diviners' 
tree ') is possibly also the tree of Gn 12 s , but, Moore 
thinks, not of Jg 9*. 

When Jacob ' came from Paddan-aram,' Shechem 
was a Hivite city under the rule of Hamor the 
father of Shechem. The patriarch pitched his 
tent to the east of the city on ground which he 
afterwards purchased from Hamor, and bequeathed 
to the children of Joseph. Here Jacob erected an 
altar, and sunk a well for his family and cattle ; 
and here Joseph was buried (Gn 33 18 "* 34 9 48°, Jos 
24* 3 , Jn 4«- «■ » Ac 7 16 ). The size of the « parcel ' is 
unknown, but it possibly included the oak beneath 
which Jacob concealed the gods and trinkets of his 
household before moving to Bethel (Gn 36 4 ). From 
the account of the capture and pillage of Shechem, 
perhaps alluded to in Gn 48 H , and of the events 
which followed the defilement of Dinah, it would 
appear that the Shechemites were a peaceful, un- 
circumcised people, who possessed sheep, oxen, and 
other wealth (Gn 34 w - ai - »■ *-»; Jos. Ant. I. xxi. 
1). The massacre of the Shechemites (if indeed it 
belongs to the patriarchal period, but see arts. 
Hamor, Simeon ) does not seem to have aroused 
the ill-will of the surrounding tribes, for, whilst 
Jacob lived at Hebron, his sons pastured his flocks 
at Shechem in peace (Gn 37 U ' M ). 

Shechem acquired additional importance and 
sanctity from the promulgation of the Law in its 
immediate neighbourhood (Dt 27"" 14 , Jos &»■**) ; 
and from the renewal of the covenant with God 
when Joshua, towards the close of his life, gathered 
all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and set up a 
great stone, as a witness, under ' the oak that was 
m ( AV by) the sanctuary of the Lord ' (Jos 24 1 - »-»). 
Joshua made Shechem a city of refuge, and gave it 
to the Levites (Jos 20 7 2P 1 , 1 Ch 6 W ; cf. Hos 6» 
(RV); Jos. Ant. v. i. 24). Yet under the Judges 
we find a temple of Baal-berith in or near the town 
(Jg O 4,4 *), and the population is plainly Canaanite. 

After Gideon's death, the men of Shechem made 
A In m el eel i, his son by a Shechem ite concubine, 
king by the oak (RV ' plain ') of ' the pillar that 
was in Shechem ' ; and it was during, or immedi- 
ately after, the ceremony that Jothara delivered his 
parable of the trees from Mount Gerizim ( Jg 8* 1 
91-s. 6-»)_ When Abimelech had reigned three years 
the Shechemites rose against him, but he soon re- 
took the city, and, after destroying it, sowed the 
site with salt. He also set fire to and burned the 
temple of Baal-berith, in which a portion of the 
garrison had taken refuge (Jg 9»'" ; Jos. Ant. v. 
vii. 4). In consequence of its central position and 
sacred associations, all Israel assembled at Shechem 
to make Rehoboam king (1 K 12\ 2 Ch 10 1 ) ; but 
the great disruption followed, and the ten tribes 
revolted, and made Jeroboam their king. Jeroboam 
rebuilt or fortified the town, and built himself a 
palace there (1 K 12" ; Jos. Ant. VIII. viii. 4). The 
position, however, was not a strong one, and the 
capital of the new kingdom was first moved to 
Tirzah and then to Samaria — sites more capable 
of defence against the attack of an enemy. When 
Samaria became the political and religious centre 
of the Northern Kingdom, Shechem lost its import- 
ance, and it is not once mentioned during the 
monarchy. The town was, however, inhabited 
after the fall of Jerusalem (Jer 41"), and became 



the chief town of the Samaritans (Sir 50 s *; Jos. 
Ant. XI. viii. 6). About B.c. 132 it was taken by 
John Hyrcanus, and the temple on Mt. Gerizim 
destroyed (Jos. Ant. XIII. ix. 1 ; BJ L ii. 6). 

Shechem was probably destroyed during the 
Jewish War, and its place taken by Flavia Nea- 
polis, built by Vespasian a short distance to the 
west of the ancient site. Coins struck at Neapolis 
during the reign of Antoninus Pius represent Geri- 
zim with a large temple on its summit, approached 
by many steps cut or built in the side of the moun- 
tain. This temple, according to the Samaritan 
Chronicle, Dion Cassius (xv. 12), and Damoscius 
(Phot. Bibl. p. 1056), was built by Hadrian, and 
dedicated to Jupiter. In the reign of Zeno the 
Samaritans attacked (a.d. 474) the Christians at 
Pentecost, and wounded the bishop, Terebinthus, 
whose name was perhaps taken from the terebinth 
or oak of Moreh. In consequence of this, the 
emperor deprived the Samaritans of Gerizim and 
gave the mountain to the Christians, who built a 
church on it which they dedicated to the Virgin. 
Justinian afterwards surrounded the church with a 
strong wall, and rebuilt five churches in Neapolis 
which the Samaritans had destroyed (Procop. De 
A^dif. v. 7). The only known bishops of Neapolis 
are Germanus, who attended the Councils of Ancyra 
and Nicaea, Terebinthus, Procopius, Ammonal, 
and Joannes, who was present at the Council of 
Jerusalem (a.d. 538). In 1184 N&blua was pillaged 
by Saladin, and in 1834 by the soldiers of Ibrahim 
Pasha. In 1202 and again in 1837 the town suffered 
greatly from severe earthquakes. 

Near the centre of Palestine the range of hills 
which traverses the country from north to south 
is pierced by a remarkable pass— the only one 
conspicuous from the sea. The pass, which lies 
between Ebal and Gerizim, is the Vale of Shechem. 
The valley rises gradually eastward to a grand 
natural amphitheatre, with its southern end re- 
cessed in Gerizim and its northern in Ebal. Here 
the gently swelling ground of the arena separates 
the waters of the Mediterranean from those of the 
Dead Sea ; and here, in all probability, was held 
' the great inaugural service of all Israel on taking 
possession of the country.' Eastward of the water- 
parting, the ground falls gradually between Ebal 
and Gerizim to the rich level plain of el-Mulchna ; 
and near the spot where the valley merges into the 

Slain are the traditional sites of Jacob a Well and 
oseph's Tomb. The beauty of the Vale of 
Shecnem and its exuberant fertility have often 
been described. The soft colouring of the land- 
scape, the fresh green of the gardens that slope 
down on either side, the grey olive trees, the joyous 
notes of the numerous birds of song, and the 
' mighty burst of waters from the flank of Gerizim,' 
make the vale the most beautiful spot in Central 
and Southern Palestine. Amidst this wealth of 
verdure, clinging as it were to the lower slopes 
of Gerizim, lies Nablus {Neapolis), the ' little Da- 
mascus' of the old Arab writers, and a little to 
the east, between the modern town and the water- 
parting, probably lay Shechem. The natural 
attractiveness of the locality, its central position 
on the highland road from north to south, and 
the facilities for communication on the one hand 
with Sharon and the Mediterranean, and on the 
other with the Jordan Valley and the t ran s- Jordan ic 
regions, marked it out as a place of importance 
from the remotest period. A trade route, to which 
allusion is made in Hos 6', and which the Psalmist 
may have had in his mind when he connected 
Shechem with the valley of Succoth (Ps 60" 108 7 ), 
ran at a very early date from the coast districts, 
past Shechem to Gilead. The connexion with the 
districts east of Jordan remained almost to the 
present day, for, until recently, Gilead was gov- 
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emed from Ndblus, which is still the connecting 
link between the telegraph system east and west 
of Jordan. The modern town contains three 
churches built by the Crusaders which are now 
mosques, the synagogue of the Samaritans, and a 
few fragments of the Roman city. Immediately 
outside the town, on the S.W., there is a small 
mosque on the traditional site of Jacob's mounting 
when Joseph's coat was brought to him. In the 
minaret close by there is a stone with a Samaritan 
inscription containing the Ten Commandments. 

Environs. — There are three spots in the neigh- 
bourhood of Shechem which require some notice : 
the Well of Jacob, the Tomb of Joseph, and the 
site of the ' oak ' of Moreh. A tradition that goes 
back to the early part of the 4th cent., and in 
which Jews, Samaritans, Christians, and Moslems 
agree, identities Jacob's Well with Bir Y'aMb. 
This well, sometimes called Bir es- Samarteh, ' well 
of the Samaritan ' (woman), is situated in the level 
plain of el-Mukhna, about m. from Ndblus on 
the road to Jerus., and a little beyond the village 
of Bal&ta. The well is sunk to a great depth, 
partly through alluvial soil and partly through 
limestone, so as to secure, even in exceptionally 
dry seasons, a supply of water. By its construction 
in his own * parcel ' of ground, the patriarch, with 
great prudence and forethought, made himself in- 
dependent of the springs which probably belonged 
to the Shechemite villagers, and avoided those 
quarrels about water which are so common in a 
country where the population is partly sedentary 
and partly nomadic. Eusebius [Onom.) and the 
Bordeaux Pilgrim (A.D. 333) mention the well in 
connexion with Sychar, a place which they distin- 
guish from Sichem and Neapolis. Jerome {Onom.) 
adds that there was a church at the well which was 
visited by St. Paula (Ep. Paul. xvi.). Antoninus 
Martyr (A.D. 570), Arculfus (A.D. 670), and Willi- 
bald (A.D. 754), mention the well and church, and 
Arculfus adds that the church was cruciform, the 
well being in the centre. The church was appar- 
ently destroyed before the arrival of the Crusaders 
and rebuilt in the 12th cent. It was again destroyed 
after the battle of Hattin, and remained a heap of 
rubbish until a few years ago, when it became the 
property of the Greek Church, and its foundations 
were uncovered by excavation. The stone on which 
our Lord sat is said to have been taken to Con- 
stantinople in the reign of Justinian (see Sychar). 

Jewish, Samaritan, and Christian tradition iden- 
tifies the Tomb of Joseph with a modern building, 
called Kabr Ytisuf, situated in the plain about £ 
m. north of Jacob's Well. Moslem traditions vary 
— one accepting the Kabr Yiisuf, another placing 
the tomb in the cemetery Itijal ct'AmAd at the foot 
of Uerizim. The latter place was apparently shown 
to Maundrell (A.D. 1697). Eusebius, the Bordeaux 
Pilgrim, and Jerome (Onom.) place the tomb to the 
east of Neapolis and close to Sichem. Jerome 
elsewhere (hp. Paul, xvi.) says that St. Paula, 
after leaving Jacob's Well, visited the 'tombs of 
the twelve patriarchs.' The tradition that the 
twelve sons of Jacob were buried at Shechem rests 
on the words of St. Stephen (Ac 7 15- 16 ). Josephus 
(Ant. II. viii. 2) says they were buried at Hebron. 
Nearly all later writers refer to the tomb without 
distinctly indicating its position ; but all Jewish 
travellers place it in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the village of Bal&ta. 

Two sites have been suggested for the ' oak ' of 
Moreh. At the foot of Gerizim, in the recess which 
forms part of the natural amphitheatre already 
described, there is a small, well -kept cemetery, 
with a mosque, a courtyard, a well, and several 
tombs of which one is the tomb of Sheikh Yusuf. 
The place is called Rijal el- A mud, 'the men of 
the column,' or simply cl-'Amud, 'the column.' 



Here, according to one tradition, Joseph and his 
brethren were buried, or, according to another, 
several Jewish prophets. A third tradition finds 
in it the spot where Jacob buried the idols of his 
household, whilst the Samaritans believe it to be 
the place where Joshua set up a great stone under 
the ' oak ' that was in the sanctuary of the Lord 
(Jos 24 M ). The other site is Baldta, a small hamlet 
with a beautiful spring, not far from Jacob's Well. 
The village is mentioned in the Samaritan Book of 
Joshua under its present name, which contains the 
radicals of the Aramaic word for ' oak.' The place 
is also, apparently, that mentioned by Eusebius 
and Jerome (Onom.) as Balanus (translated by 
them ' oak ') near Joseph's Tomb, and identified by 
them with the oak of Shechem. 

Litkraturb. — Descriptions of Ndblus wad its environs, and of 
the importance of Shechem in the history of the Jews, will be 
found In PEF Mem. ii. 172-178, 203, etc. ; Stanley, SP p. 233, 
etc. ; Smith, HGHL 832, etc. ; Guerin, Samarie, L p. 372, etc. ; 
Robinson, BRP* liL p. 96, eta ; Wilson, PEF St 1873, p. 08, etc 

C. W. Wilson. 
BHEDEUR (nnn? ; the first part of the word is 
probably TC* Sha'ddai, cf. Gray, HPN 169, 197). 
—The father of Elizur, the chief of Reuben, Nu 1* 
2 W (B and Luc. in both XeoWp, A 'EStoip) 7" 
(B 'ESurovp, B^AF Ztdurotp) 10 w (ZeBiotp). 

8HEEP. — The generic name for 'sheep' is pb 
?6n (properly ' small cattle ' ). The unit is expressed 
by ay »eh, which also applies to goats. 'avti 
signifies 'a ram'; *?rrj rdhel, 'a ewe'; b}? kebhes 
(fem. kiblisah and kabhsah), or by transposition apj 
kesebh (Lv 3 7 , fem. kisbah), ' a (yearling) lamb' ; nrp 
tdleh (1 S 7»), and 13 kar (Ps 3T*), * a young lamb.' 
See, further, Lamb. 

The sheep, as supplying most of the wants of a 
pastoral people, was their chief possession, and a 
measure of their wealth and prosperity. Job had 
7000 head of sheep at first, then 14,000 (Job I s 42"). 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Esau had vast flocks 
of them. Sheep furnished their owners with cloth- 
ing, milk, butter, cheese, meat, and a medium of 
exchange. The king of Moab (see art. Mesha) paid 
an annual tribute of 100,000 iambs and the swne 
number of rams to the king of Israel (2 K 8 4 ). 
Reuben took from the sons of Isbmael 250,000 
sheep (1 Ch 5 a ). Solomon sacrificed 120,000 sheep 
at the dedication of the temple (1 K 8°). His 
household consumed 100 sheep a day (1 K 4°). 
The Israelites entered Egypt as shepherds (Gn 
47 1 "), and left it with much cattle (Ex 12 38 ). The 
same regions which • furnished the vast flocks in 
ancient times are still noted for their sheep. All 
the plateaus east of the Jordan, and the moun- 
tains of Palestine and Syria, are pasture-grounds for 
innumerable flocks and herds. In the spring, when 
the ewes bring forth their young, the succulent 
grasses furnish suitable nourishment. Later on, 
when the rain has ceased, the sheep still nibble 
the dried herbage and stubble, and flourish where 
to a Western eye all is barren desert. They require 
water but once a day, and, where they cannot get 
it from perennial streams as the Leontes, the 
Orontes, the Jordan, the Yermuk. the Zerka 
(Jabbok), the Zerka-Ma'in, the Mu'jib (Arnon), 
etc., they find it in the innumerable wells, foun- 
tains, and cisterns known to the Arabs. The 
descendants of the same shepherds who tended 
Hocks in Bible days, still occupy the great sheep- 
walks of Palestine 

The male of sheep, as of other animals, was 
usually chosen for sacrifice, as being the repre- 
sentative sex, and because the female was reserved 
for breeding. The leper, however, offered two he- 
lambs and one ewe (Lv 14'°). Similarly, while the 
sin-ollering of a ruler was a male kid, that of one 
of the common people was a female kid or lamb 
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(Lv 4 B,JS **). The idea of sacrifice has not dis- 
appeared wholly, even from Islam. On important 
occasions, as the opening of a new road, or the 
erection of an important building, sheep are sacri- 
ficed, and their ilesh given to the poor. There is a 

* Feast of the Sacrifice ' at Mecca every year, in 
connexion with the hai, when many thousands of 
sheep and other animals are killed, and their flesh 
distributed among the poor. The milk of sheep is 
especially mentioned (Dt 32", 1 Co 9 7 ). Wool was 
and is a staple of commerce (2 K 3 4 , Ezk 27 18 ). It 
is very frequently mentioned. The priests had the 
first of the clip (Dt 18*). Good housewives spun it 
and wove it (Pr 31 u ). Sheep-shearing was a festival 
(Gn 31 19 38 u , 1 S 25, 2 S 13*-*). The ram has long 
recurved horns, which were used for trumpets (Jos 
6*) and oil-flasks (1 S 16 1 ). They are now used as 
powder-horns. Hams' skins, dyed red, were used 
in the construction of the tabernacle (Ex 26"). 
Sheep skins were and are fashioned into a baggy 
kind of coat (He ll 37 ). Such a garment is the 
protection of every Syrian shepherd against the 
wind and rain. 

The broad-tailed breed of sheep, now universal 
in Palestine and Syria, was prob. there from ancient 
times. The immense tail is a great desideratum. 
It is the 'rump' of Ex 29* Lv 3" (RV 'fat tail'). 
It furnishes as much as 10 pounds of pure fat. 
This is tried out, usually mixed with fine morsels 
of lean, about as large as a white bean, and packed 
away in earthen jars for winter use. This mixture 
is the main reliance of the peasants of Lebanon in 
the way of animal food for several months of each 
year. It is called kauramah. To increase the 
amount of adipose matter in the tail, the sheep 
is fattened by forced feeding with mulberry leaves. 
A bolus of these leaves is made up by the woman or 
girl in charge, and crammed between the teeth of 
the animal, which is then compelled to masticate 
and swallow it. Towards the middle of October the 
sheep become so fat that they are often unable to 
stand. 

The care of sheep is a subject of frequent allu- 
sion in Scripture. They are exposed to the vicissi- 
tudes of weather, winter and summer, frost and 
drought, in the immense treeless plains where they 
are most raised (Gn 31*°) ; to the attacks of beasts 
and robbers (v. 89 , 1 S 17 s4 , Jn 10'- w - "). The shep- 
herd leads (not drives) them to pasture and water 
(Ps 23. 77* 78 M 80 1 ) ; protects them at the risk of 
liis life (Jn 10 15 ). To Keep them from the cold and 
rain and beasts, he collects them in caves (1 S 24 3 ) 
or enclosures built of rough stones (No 32 10 , Jg 5 18 , 
Zeph 2 s , Jn 10 1 ). The sheep know the shepherd, 
and heed his voice (Jn 10*). It is one of the most 
interesting spectacles to see a number of flocks of 
thirsty sheep brought by their several shepherds 
to be watered at a fountain. Each flock, in obedi- 
ence to the call of its own shepherd, lies down, 
awaiting its turn. The shepherd of one flock calls 
his sheep in squads, draws water for them, pours it 
into the troughs, and, when the squad has done, 
orders it away by sounds which the sheep perfectly 
understand, and calls up another squad. When 
the whole of one flock is watered, its shepherd 
signals to it, and the sheep rise, and move leisurely 
away, while another flock comes in a similar 
manner to the troughs, and so on, until all the 
flocks are watered. The sheep never make any 
mistake as to who whistles to them or calls them. 

* They know not the voice of strangers ' (Jn 10 8 ). 
Sometimes they are called by names (v. s ). It was 
such a scene that greeted Jacob's eyes when he fell 
in love with Rachel at first sight (Gn 29 w -»). 
Moses met his wife and her sisters at the water- 
ing troughs (Ex 2 18 " 21 ). The shepherd often carries 
the smaller lambs in his bosom, or under his arm, 
or in the folds of his cloak (Is 40"). Dogs are indis- 



pensable to shepherds (Job 30 1 ). They protect the 
nock from wild animals and robbers. They are the 
unkempt, savage, shaggy originals of the city dogs 
of the East. They help to keep the sheep together 
like the Scotch collies. Syrian sheep are usually 
white (Ps 147 18 , Is l 18 , Dn 7"), but some are brown 
(Gn 30 s2 - 43 , RV 'black'). 

No animal mentioned in Scripture compares 
in symbolical interest and importance with the 
sheep. It is alluded to about 500 times. The 
people of God are His sheep (Ps 95 7 100 s , Jn 21 18 " 17 ), 
and His ministers pastors,* i.e. shepherds (Jer 23 1 , 
Eph 4" ; cf. our Lord's charge to St. Peter Jn 21 Uft ; 
see art. Peter, vol. iii. p. 761). Christ is the Good 
Shepherd (Jn 10"), and ' the Lamb (d i/x¥6t) of God, 
which taketh away the sins of the world ' (Jn 1 M ). 
The song of the redeemed is ' the song of Moses 
and the Lamb ' (Rev 15 s ), of the law and the gos- 
pel. Satan and his hosts ' made war" with the 
Lamb,' and the Lamb overcame (17"). The last 
act of the drama of redemption is 'the marriage 
of the Lamb' (Rev 19" 21»- "), and thereafter 
'God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple' 
(v.* 3 ), and 'the Lamb is the light thereof (v. a ). 
Those who are written in ' the Lamb's book of 
life ' (v. 37 ) enter into His rest. The last vision of 
Revelation is 'the throne of God and the Lamb' 
(rb dpvlof, 22'). G. E. Post. 

SHEEP FOLD. — See Fold and Sheep. 

SHEEP GATE, Neh 3'- « 12»— See Jerusalem, 
vol. ii. p. 593. For the Sheep Gate (AV Sheep 
Market ; Gr. 7j irpo^artKi) [sc. -xOXrj as in LXX of 
OT passages]) of Jn 5/, see ib. and an. Betuesda. 

BHEERAH (rnxy).— A 'daughter' of Ephraim, 
who, according to the MT of 1 Ch 7 W , built the two 
Beth-horons and a place of doubtful identity t called 
Uzzen-sheerah (rrjKy-jtyss ' portion [? lit. something 
weighed] of Sheerah '). In v. 24 *, while A and Luc. 
recognize a proper name in -tik^, B, reading ap- 
parently •tjkij'ji instead of rrjxy ^ (A icai i) 6vyar\p 
airrov Xaapd, Luc. 2apad), renders k<xI iv intlvoLt rocs 
KaraXoirois, and makes Ephraim himself the builder 
of the upper and the lower Beth-horon. In v. 34b the 
LXX gives quite a different turn to the passage. 
Instead of the place-name Uzzen-sheerah, it reads 
koI viol 'Ofdw' -eijpd ( = .tjj}$> ]l* *J3i). 

J. A. Selbie. 
8HEHARIAH (n^jtf ; B and Luc. Zapatd, A 
Saapid). — A Benjamite, 1 Ch 8"-*. 

8HEKEL. — See artt. Money and Weights and 
Measures. 

BHEKINAH (Heb. ' that which dwells or 
resides'). — The word, as well as the conception, 
originated after the close of the Hebrew Canon, 
and is characteristic of Judnistic theology, though 
the conception occurs also, with deeper connota- 
tion, in NT writings. The word is never used 
except of God ; and implies what we should 
designate ' the Divine Presence,' or ' the Divine 
Manifestation.' The two most remarkable features 
of Judaistic theology were its development of the 
doctrine of Divine ' aloofness,' and the way in 
which it then sought to bridge the chasm which it 
had created between God and man. It was felt to 
be an indignity to God that He should be supposed 
to have direct contact with inert matter, and im- 
mediate intercourse with sinful man ; and He was 
gradually pushed further away from His world. 
The transcendence of God, and His exemption 

* The same misleading tr. occurs also in Jer 28 8" 10 21 171* 
2239 233- 4, i n a n Q f which UV alters to ' shepherd.' 

t It is identified in Bartholomew-Smith's map of Palestine (1901) 
with Beit Sira, a little to the S. W. of, the lower Beth-horon. 
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from all limitations, was insisted on with increas- 
ing vigour, until it reached the ne plus ultra in 
Philo, who maintains that to assign any quality to 
God would be to limit Him ; ana that He is the 
absolutely unlimited, since He is eternal, un- 
changeable, simple substance. 'Of God, we can 
only say that He is, not what He is ' (Drummond, 
Philo Jud. ii. 23-30). Having thus undeified God, 
in their endeavour to dehumanize Him, the object 
of philosophic Jews was to posit some one or more 
intermediary Hypostases, who might occupy the 
place which had previously been assigned to God, 
in the world of matter and of mind. Of these 
the most prominent were the Metatron, the Word, 
the Spirit, Wisdom, and the Shekinah. It is the 
last ot these which now calls for investigation. 

In the Hebrew religion, even in its least de- 
veloped form, Jehovah is always the God of 
heaven as well as of earth. In times of storm, 
God was very near and very real to the Hebrews. 
They conceived of Jehovah as sitting on the storm- 
cloud, which they designated arqj : * He rode upon 
a cherub and did fly. He flew swiftly on the wings 
of the wind' (Ps 18'°) : and the brilliance gleaming 
forth behind and through the black cloud was con- 
ceived to be due to the very presence of God : the 
light being the body or garment of God. When 
'the Lord of (the heavenly) hosts' •was described 
as dwelling in the midst of the earthly ' hosts ' of 
His favoured people, we are told that cherubim 
overlaid with gold were prepared for His throne ; 
and that a brilliance shining behind and through 
clouds was His mundane manifestation, as He is 
also seen in the clouds of heaven (Ex 40 s4 " 88 ). On 
the summit of Sinai a cloud rested six days, amid 
which the glory of the Lord was like devouring 
fire, and Moses entered into the midst of the 
cloud (Ex 24"- 18 ). And when the tabernacle was 
finished, ' the cloud covered the tent of meeting, 
and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle ' 
(Ex 40 s4 ). 'By day the cloud was upon the 
tabernacle, and there was fire therein by night' 
(Ex 40»). 

It was these celestial and terrestrial phenomena 
which suggested to the Jew the conception of the 
Shekinah. The desideratum was to find some- 
thing which is Divine but is not God. God was 
very far away ; literally ' beyond all knowledge 
and all thought ' : yet He rules the world mediately, 
if not immediately ; and being a monotheist the 
Jew could not let go his belief— that only that 
which is Divine can rule the world. This, then, 
was the problem : to discover a mediator, or medi- 
ators, Divine, but not God. How can this be 
made thinkable? Well, the wind (ruah) is the 
breath of God, whether in the zephyr or the 
storm ; and if so, it is Divine. So thought the 
Jew ; and in course of time the ruah, which first 
meant 'breath' or 'wind,' was supposed to be 
endowed with the attributes of God — power, 
wisdom, holiness— and then ' spirit ' becomes its 
more appropriate rendering. God's ruah is thus 
Divine— an effluence from Deity— and" is thus 
fitted to be intermediary between God and the 
world of nature and man. Further, there was the 
Divine Word. The sacred Hebrew books assigned 
great importance to Divine utterances or words. 
' God said, " Let light be " ; and light was ' (Gn I s ). 
It was a peculiarity of the ancient world to ascribe 
causal efficiency to an uttered word, as is seen in 
the potency ascribed to magical formulae. When 
later Judaism expounded such passages as the one 
we have just quoted, it assigned to the uttered 
word a causal efficacy in the physical realm. 
The very words ' Let there be light ' were to them 
a vera causa in the natural sphere, and were 
instramental in causing the light to come into 
being ; as Zee 5* speaks of an uttered ' curse ' 



entering a house and ' consuming its timbers and 
its stones.' An utterance of God is something 
Divine : as potent as God Himself, and therefore 
'Word' lends itself to Jewish philosophy as a 
suitable expression for a Divine intermediary 
between God and the world. This helps us to 
understand how J udaism came to its conception of 
the Shekinah. The glory in the storm-cloud, in 
and over the tabernacle, is a manifestation of God. 
The brilliance is not God ; for it was a matter of 
fixed Jewish belief that God is invisible, and yet 
the brilliance is an effluence from Deity. When 
the Jew had banished God from his universe, the 
recorded manifestation of the Divine Presence in 
the ark and elsewhere seemed to him a tertivtn 
quid between God and Nature: Divine, but 
separable in thought from God. 

The word Shekinah is used very often in the 
Jewish Targums. It does not indicate the radi- 
ance or brilliance, but the central cause of the 
radiance. This centre was conceived to be Divine. 
The Heb. Scriptures often speak of ' the glory ' of 
the Lord, but, with one exception (Zee 2 s ), the Tar- 
gumists never use the word Shekinah to translate 
the Heb. word for 'glory.' They understood to? 
to be the effulgence of the substantial glory, i.e. 
of the Shekinah. The Shekinah is used in the 
Targums as the equivalent for the Divine Being, 
not for His glory. A good illustration of this 
occurs in Is 60 3 , where the Heb. reads, ' The Lord 
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen 
upon thee,' and the Targ. renders, 'In thee the 
Shekinah of the LORD shall dwell, and his glory 
shall be revealed upon thee,' Whenever the Heb. 
text would seem to impose any limitations of space 
upon God, the Targ. substitutes for ' God,' ' his 
Shekinah.' In every instance where God is said 
to dwell in a place, the Targ. renders that God 
'causes his Shekinah to dwell' there (Gn 9 s7 , 
Ex 25 8 20* 8 , 1 K 6 U 8'», Zee 8 s ). Every expression 
which, would in any sense localize God, is scrupu- 
lously altered by ail the Targumists, who believed 
that the Shekinah can be localized, but not the 
omnipresent God. When Jacob says (Gn 28 18 ), 
'God is in this place,' Targ. renders, 'The glory 
of the Shekinah of J" is in this place.' So Hab 2* 
'The Lord is in his holy temple,' becomes 'J" 
was pleased to cause his Shekinah to dwell,' etc. 
When J" is said to * sit upon the cherubim ' (1 S 4*, 
2 S 6 s ) the Targ. must needs read, * the Shekinah 
of J"' for 'J'": and Jerusalem is the place where 
J" causes His Shekinah to dwell (lK8 au 14», 
Ps 74 2 ). Similarly, when the Heb. text says that 
any one saw Goa, or that God appeared to any 
one, the Targ. can only permit the glory of the 
Shekinah of J" to be visible to mortal man (Is 6* 
' My eyes have seen the glory of the Shekinah of 
the King of the world ' ; cf. Ex 3", Ezk l l , Lv 9*). 

The Targumist even shrinks from saying that 
J" is or dwells in heaven. The Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain God ; and therefore it is not God, 
but His Shekinah, which can be localized, even in 
heaven. Is 33 6 ' He dwelleth on high,' becomes 
in Targ. ' He has placed his Shekinah in the 
lofty heaven' (cf. Is 32 1S 38"). In Dt 4» 'J" is 
God in heaven above and on earth beneath,' Onk- 
renders 'God, whose Shekinah is (Targ. Jerus. 
' dwells') in heaven above, and who rules on earth 
beneath ' ; so Dt 3 M . 

If a rigorous conception of God's ubiquity for- 
bade His dwelling in a place, so also must it pre- 
clude His removal from a place. When Hos 5* 
says, ' J" has withdrawn himself from them,' 
Targ. reads 'J" has removed his Shekinah from 
them.' This phrase is also used of God's ' hiding 
his face' (Is 8 17 57" 59*. Jer 33 5 ), and 'hiding his 
eyes' (Is l 18 ). The words 'Thou art a God that 
hidest thyself (Is 45 u ) are rendered, 'Thou hast 
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placed thy Shekinah in the lofty fastness.' Cf. 
Hab3«. 

It was the belief of the Jews that the glory of 
the LORD did not dwell in the Most Holy Place 
in the second Temple. The Talmud (Yuma 96) 
explains this on the ground that God only dwells 
in the tents of Shem ; not of Japheth, of whom 
Cyrus was a descendant. This was deplored, and 
the promises of more intimate fellowship to be 
enjoyed by the Church in the Messianic age are in 
the Tare, all made to predict the presence of the 
Shekinah ( Jl 3 (4) 17 1 1 will place my Shekinah in 
Zion ' ; so Ezk 43 7 - », Hag l 8 2», Zee 2">). 

It would be difficult among all these passages 
from the Targum to point to one in which activity 
or personality is assigned to the Shekinah. . Under 
the conception that * God is Light,' the Skekinah 
is God's mere 'manifestation-form.' When we 
pass, however, from the Targ. to the Mid rash and 
Talmud, the Shekinah ceases to be inactive, and 
has functions assigned to it which belong rather 
to the Logos or the Spirit. Lv 26 ia ' I will walk 
among you, and be your God,' becomes in Targ. 
' I will place the glory of my Shekinah among 
you, and my Memra (word) shall be with you.' 
Dt 12* Targ. Jerus. 'The place which the Memra 
of J" shall choose to place his Shekinah there ' ; 
but in Midr. and Tahn. the Memra almost dis- 
appears, and His functions are assigned to the 
Shekinah. We find in PesacMm 73 that it was 
the Shekinah which spoke to Amos and the pro- 
phets ; and the expression TnS notD ( ' a Psalm of 
David ') means that the Shekinah came down upon 
David, and he then spake forth the Psalm {Pes. 
114). The Shekinah is, in the Talmud, regularly 
the source of inspiration. The reason why Eli 
mistook Hannah's grief for inebriety was that the 
Shekinah had departed from him. The Mishna 
was given through Moses under the auspices of 
the Shekinah. Pirke Aboth iii. 3 uses Shekinah 
in the Christian sense of the word Spirit : ' When- 
ever two men sit together and are occupied with 
words of the Torah, the Shekinah is with them.' 
In the Talmud (Berakhoth 6a) the number is 
raised to 'ten.' The Shekinah is always present 
in synagogues, in schools, and in the homes of 
the pious (Sota 17a). ' He that eats with the 
Wise enjoys the Shekinah' (Weber, 182 [» 188]). 

We have seen that it was usually taught that 
the Shekinah was not visible in the second Temple. 
Yoma 1 mentions the Shekinah in a list of things 
absent from it. But others teach that the She- 
kinah is inseparable from Israel. When Israel 
was in Babylon the Shekinah was there. The 
Shekinah was under the yoke, when Israel so 
suffered. Wherever Israel is scattered, the She- 
kinah dwells. When Titus destroyed the Temple, 
the Shekinah could not desert it, and it is still 
there behind the remaining western wall (Weber, 
60 [*62]). 

The activity of the Shekinah was conceived to 
extend not only to earth, but to Sheol. There 
were some of the Rabbis who held the doctrine 
now known as 'final restoration.' B. Joshua ben 
Levi was one of these. He believed that the 
bound in Gehinnom will one day see the Messiah, 
and all who bear the mark of the covenant will 
loose their chains and ascend from the darkness. 
But in Bereshith Rabba to Gn 44 s the Shekinah is 
the deliverer. It affirms that the wicked Jews 
now ' bound in Gehinnom will ascend out of hell, 
with the Shekinah at their head' (Weber, 351 
I* 368]). 

We turn now to the NT where the word nj'SjJ 
occurs both transliterated and translated. There 
can be no reasonable doubt that the Greek word 
ttnpn} ( = « tabernacle ') was from its resemblance in 
sound and meaning used by bilingual Jews for 



the Heb. Shekinah ; e.g. in Rev 21* ' Behold the 
itkijit) of God is with men, and he will tabernacle 
{ffKiji'tlxTti) with them.' The allusion is equally 
clear in Jn l u 'The Logos . . . tabernacled 
(iaK-fpuotv) among us, and we beheld his glory.' — 
The conception of the Shekinah appears in Greek 
dress under the word 8&£a. In several instances 
Sufa is used of Deity or a manifestation-form of 
Deity, and thus shows itself to be the equivalent 
of Shekinah. We will first cite one or two pas- 
sages from the Apocrypha. In Enoch 14** we 
read, 'And the Great Glory sat thereon, and his 
raiment shone more brightly than the sun'; 
Enoch 102* 'The angels will seek to hide them- 
selves from the presence of the Great Glory ' ; 
To 3 18 ' The prayer of both was heard before the 
glory of the Great One,' ivuxriov rrjt Jdfijj rov 
Hty&Xov [Query : Since Tobit was translated from 
a Semitic source, is it not likely, with Enoch 
before us, that the Greek ought to be irtlmov 
rrjt Wfijt rijt neydXiis : ' before the Great Glory ' ?] ; 
Sir 17" ' Their eyes saw the majesty of the glory.' 
In the NT there are several instances in which 
!6$a is used as more or less the equivalent of 
Shekinah. In Ro 9*, where St. Paul is enumerat- 
ing, with patriotic fervour, the privileges of the 
Jew, and amongst others mentions ' the giving of 
the law ' and ' the glory,' he evidently means ' the 
Shckinah-glory ' : as in He 9 s ' the cherubim of 

tlory' means 'the cherubim on which the She- 
inah was enthroned.' So in He 1* when the Son 
of God is said to be ' the effulgence of the glory ' 
(not 'of his glory') it seems probable that the 
Shekinah was intended, in the sense of ' the mani- 
fested Deity.' The personality of the Shekinah 
is implied in 2 P l 17 , where we read (translating 
literally), 'when such a voice was borne in to 
him by (0x6) the majestic glory.' The word inri 
denotes the agent. 'The glbry' is the speaker: 
as in Targ. Jerus. of Gn 28" the glory of J" says, 
' I am the God of Abraham ' ; and as is possibly 
implied in Mt 17 8 'A bright cloud overshadowed 
them, and there came a voice out of the cloud.' 
2 Mac 2 s , in anticipating the fulfilment of OT 
prophecy, says, 'The glory of the Lord shall be 
sun and the cloud.' 

There are three other NT passages where an 
allusion to. the Shekinah is probable, though 
exegetes are divided on the matter. Ro 6* ' Christ 
was raised from the dead by means of (Sid) the 
glory of the Father.' 'Glory' may of course 
here mean ' glorious power,' as commentators say ; 
but, with the passage from the Midrash before 
us, in which the Shekinah is said to release cap- 
tives from Sheol, ib seems to the present writer 
probable that St. Paul was thinking of the She- 
kinah piercing with its radiance tiie gloom of 
Sheol, and co-operating with God to release the 
Divine captive from the power of Satan and ' the 
gates of Sheol.' The second disputed passage is 
1 P 4" rb tt)i 5d£i7» #cal t6 tou Otov xveDfia, which 
RV renders, ' The (Spirit) of glory and the Spirit 
of God,' where Bengel is probably correct in re- 
garding 86£i)s as an appellation of Christ. If this 
be so, it helps to elucidate our third passage, viz. 
Ja 2 1 ttjv fieri* rod Kvplov yipwv 'l-qood Xptorou rrjt 
S&tyt, which Mayor correctly renders, 'the faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Shekinah.' The 
context refers to an assembly of Christians, where 
the Shekinah was believed to be present. Thus 
interpreted, the passage blends together Mt 18* 
and the words cited above from Pirke Aboth, iden- 
tifying Jesus with the Shekinah. 

Literature. — Weber, Lehren dt* Talmud [2nd ed. under 
title Jiid. Theol. auf Orund de* Talmud, etc.) ; Gfrdrer, 
Urchrittenthum, i. 301 ff. ; Langen, Judenthum tur Zeit Chrinti, 
201 IT.: Levy's and Buxtorfs Lexicon* ; C. Taylor, Saying* of the 
Jewiih father**, p. 43. J. T. MARSHALL. 
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SHELAH (,■*?).— 1. The youngest son of Judah 
by Shua, On 38 s - »■ M 46" (A 2j>XU>m, Luc. ZiKAn), 
Nu 26*M 16 ) (HA and Luc. 2jjX<ir, F 2ijX(4m), 1 Ch 2* 
(2i7Xwf) 4 a (BA ZTjXti/t, Luc. Si;X(iv). He gave his 
name to the family of the Shelanites ('J^rc, ijw*o» 6 
2ijXwv( c )0, Nu 26 i0 * 18 i. Probably 'the Shelanite' 
should be read also for 'the Bhilonite' (*fS^S 
or 'iVyn) of Neh 11" (Luc. ZijXwm/, B AtjXwj*, 
K AjjXwkW, A 'EXum') and i Ch 9» (2ijX«r(e)0. 2. 
(n^sp) the son or (LXX) grandson of Arpachshad 
and father of Eber, Gn 10" U u W-«» 1 Ch 
jw. m (2 a \,i ) Luc, in Gn 10 s * in second occurrence 
2aXaj), Lk 3 M (2aXd). 

SHELAH, The Pool OFfn^n nj-ij ; B KoXvupWpa 

twv kuSIwv, K + tow 2jXwd/*, Luc. ^ Kp-^vrf tow 2tXwd/i ; 
Piscina SUoe). — This name occurs only in Neh 3 18 , 
where it is given in AV as ' Siloah.' ' Shelah ' is 
probably a corrupt form of Siloara, the modern 
Silwan. See SlLOAM, Pool of. Perhaps in Neh 
3" we should punctuate dWo as in Is 8*. 

C. W. Wilson. 

SHELANITES.— See Shelah. 

SHELEMIAH (nt?^).— 1. (B "ZtKtfui, A ZeXe^ai) 
One of the sons of Bani, who married a ' strange ' 
wife in the time of Ezra, Ezr 10 38 ; called Selemias 
in 1 Es 9 s4 . 2. (B TeXe^ud, N TeXe/xiaj) Father of 
Hananiah, who restored part of the wall of Jeru- 
salem, Neh 3 30 . His son is perhaps ' Hananiah, one 
of the apothecaries' (Neh 3 8 , AV 'son of one of 
the apoth.'), i.e. makers of perfumes, who restored 
another portion of the wall. 3. A priest who was 
appointed by Nehemiah to be one of the treasurers 
over the treasuries, to distribute the Levitical 
tithes, Neh 13". 4. The father of Jehucal or 
Jucal in the time of Zedekiah, Jer 37 s , 38 l ; in the 
latter passage his name appears in the longer form 
inrfrf. 8. The father of Iriiah, the captain of the 
ward who arrested Jeremiah as a deserter to the 
Chaldseans, Jer 37 1S . 6. (mgfc B 2aXo/i«<t, A 2e- 
Xe/ud) 1 Ch 26" = Meshelemlah. Heshullam, or 
Shallum, the head of a family of porters. 7. An- 
other of the sons of Bani who married a ' strange ' 
wife in the time of Ezra, Ezr 10*'. 8. Ancestor of 
the Jehudi who lived in the time of Jehoiakim, 
Jer 36". 9. (LXX om.) Son of Abdeel, and one 
of those sent by Jehoiakim to take Banich and 
Jeremiah, Jer 3a 26 . H. St. J. Thackeray. 

BHELEPH [pause] ; LXX A Son 
of Joktan, Gn 'lO™, 1 Ch l 30 . The word is evi- 
dently identical with the Arabic sola/, salif, etc., 
which figure as the names of several places in 
Arabia ; Yakut mentions a place called ' the two 
Salafs,' quoting for it a verse of a pre-Moham- 
medan poet ; places called Sal/, Salif, and Salafah 
are noticed in the S. Arabian geography of Ham- 
dani ; and a province called Salif is mentioned by 
Mukaddasi among those of Yemen (p. DO). The 
Arabic genealogists further discovered a sub- 
division of the Himyarites which had the name 
Sulaf, and which they identified with the son of 
Joktan (Taj al-'arus, vi. 143). The Arabic salaf 
means simply ' ancestor,' while salif or sUf means 
' a sister's husband ' ; there would therefore be no 
improbability in the name in the text being not 
geographical but personal. Some further guesses 
are recorded by DQlmann (Genesis, ad toe.). 

D. S. Maugoliouth. 

SHELE8H (c*y ; B Ze^, A 2eXX 9 )s, Luc. 2Ae/t). 
—An Asherite, 1 Ch I 3 *. 

SHELOHI («oV; B 2eX e) uel \\en sup ras B»], 

AF 2«Xf/xi). — Father of an Asherite prince, Nu 

34 s7 . 
i 

SHELOMITH pnjtyi in Ezr 8" n<?\ty).-l. The 



mother of the man who was stoned to death for 
having blasphemed 'the Name,' Lv 24' 1 (B*AF 
2a\ufitl8, Luc. 2aXjU0). 2. Daughter of Zerub- 
babel, 1 Ch 3" (B 2a\wite0el, A 2aXoy«0t, Luc. 
ZaXunlB). 8. One of the ' sons of Izhar,' 1 Ch St* 
(B XaXojfiwO, A 2a\oviuI>8, Luc. 2aXw/xi<?), called in 
24 a Shelomoth. 4. The name of a family whose 
representatives returned with Ezra, Ezr 8 10 (B 
XaXeifiovO, Luc. ZaXifubd). It is probable that a 
name has dropped out of the MT, and that we 
should read 'of the sons of Bani, Shelomith the 
son of Josiphiah ' (cf. A Tld dird viZy BaaW ~t\einno60, 
and 1 Es 8^ ' of the sons of Banias, Salimoth son 
of Josaphias '). 

SHELOMOTH (rirA?).— 1. An Izharite, 1 Ch 24 a 
(BA 2a\v/xJ>6, Luc. Z*\u»ni6) = Shelomith of 23". 

2. A descendant of Moses, 1 Ch ^[^Mwj^fl*" 
(in the last Heb. n*?^, BA in all 2aX«/iw0, Luc. in 
first two 2aXajul#, in last "LaXiafdO). 3. A Gershonite, 

1 Ch 23 s (Keri K&f ; B 'AXu/itie, A 2a\un€i0, Luc 
XaXwfild). ' 

8HELUMIEL (S**i?^, a name exhibiting a late 
and artificial formation [Gray, UPS 200 J; LXX 
2aXo/xi7)X). — Prince of the tribe of Simeon, Nu 1* 
2" 7*- 41 10" (cf. Jth 8>). See also Shemuel. 

SHEM.— See Ham and Japheth. 

8HEMA 1 A Reubenite, 1 Ch 5» (BA 

2d/*a, Luc. Ztpeei). See Shimei, No. 8. 2. One of 
the heads of ' fathers' houses ' in Aijalon who put 
to flight the inhabitants of Gath, 1 Ch 8'* (BA 
2dpa, Luc. 2a/xod). He is called in v.' n BhimeJ. 

3. One of those who stood at Ezra's right hand, at 
the reading of the law, Neh 8* (2a/«uas). He ia 
called in 1 Es 9° Sammis. 

SHEM A (jr# ; A 2a/iod, Luc. 2o.ud).— A town of 
Judah, situated in the Negeb or South, and men- 
tioned between Amam and Moladah (Jos 15"). 
Some authorities suppose it to be the same place as 
Sheba (Jos 19 2 ), being a corruption of that name. 
On the other hand, if Sheba and Beersheba be 
identical (see Sheba), this cannot be the case, for 
Shema and Beersheba are both found in the list of 
towns in Jos 15. The site is unknown. It is 
probably this Shema which appears in 1 Ch 2** as 
a ' son ' of Hebron. 

SHEMA AH (xftf?; B 'A/id, A 2a/*ad, Luc. 'Aff/ii). 
— A Benjamite, father, according to MT, of Ahiezer 
and Joash, but, according to the LXX (d6»="j| 
instead of '}?), of Joash alone, 1 Ch 12*. 

SHEMAIAH (rm# ; in 2 Ch 11 s 17" 31" 35», Jer 
26 30 29* 36" Wtftfi 'J" has heard').— Of the 
twenty-four persons who bore this name, only four 
can be certainly said to have belonged to other 
than prophetical or priestly families. 

1. B 2a/iAiaiaj, A 2a/xa*ar (2 Ch 12 s - 7 ). A prophet 
who with Ahijah guided the revolution which 
deprived Rehoboam of the ten tribes. According 
to the MT, he docs not come on the scene until 
Rehoboam was on the point of leading a vast army 
against the revolters. He then appears ( 1 K 12 s *"**, 

2 Ch 11 s-4 ) to give the Divine sanction to the re- 
bellion. ' Thus saith the Lord . . . this thing ia 
from me.' But the second Greek account, which 
omits all mention of Ahijah in this connexion, 
introduces Shemaiah at the assembly at Shechem, 
before the people entered into negotiations with 
Rehoboam. 'The word of the Lord came to 
Shemaiah the Enlamitc (cf. Jer 29 s * LXX), saying, 
Take to thee a new cloko which hath not gone into 
water, and rend it into twelve pieces ; and thou 
shalt give it to Jeroboam, and ahalt say unto him, 
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Thus saith the Lord, take to thee twelve pieces to 
cover thee. And Jeroboam took them, and Shema- 
iah said, Thus saith the Lord concerning the ten 
tribes of Israel' (1 K 12**°). This is evidently 
another version of the story told of Ahijah, 1 K 
) I s *-. There is another mention of Shemaiah in 
2 Ch 12 8 " 8 , in which he points the moral of the 
invasion of Shishak, and at the same time 
announces the mitigation of it in view of the 
repentance of Rehoboam. The Chronicler also 
cites ' the history of Shemaiah the prophet ' as an 
authority for the reign of Rehoboam, 2 Ch 12". 

2. Son of Shecaniah (1 Ch 3 M la/Mid) ; ap- 
parently a descendant of Zerubbabel. It is tempt- 
ing to identify him with ' the keeper of the east 
gate,' who helped to repair the wall under Nehe- 
iniah (Neh 3* BA Hafiaid, K Zt/teid). On the other 
hand, Ryle conjectures that the latter was a Levite, 
and that ' the east gate was the eastern approach 
to the temple precincts.' Lord A. Hervey (Genr.al. 
p. 107) would remove the opening words of 1 Ch 3 s9 , 
and read Shimei for the second Shemaiah, see v. 19 . 

3. A Simeon ite (1 Ch 4" B Zv/xedr, A 2a/ia/ar), 

rrhaps identical with the Shimei of 1 Ch 4 M - S7 . 
A Reuben ite (1 Ch 5* B lenctl, A Ze/zcir), called 
Bhema in v. 8 . 5. A Merarite Levite (1 Ch 9", 
Neh ll u Xafxatd), one of those who dwelt in Jeru- 
salem. 6. A Levite of the family of Jeduthun, 
father of Obadiah or Abda (1 Ch 9" 1 B 2au«d, A 
Capias, called Shammua in Neh 11"). 7. Head of 
the Levitical Kohathite clan of Elizaphan in the 
time of David (1 Ch 15 8 B "Zaiiala*, A 2* fund, 
K ZafUas ; V. 11 B Zapulas, A 2e/x<£as, g 2a.fj.al). He 
is possibly identical with — 8. The scribe (1 Ch 24 fl 
B iafialat, A XafLfLalas), the son of Nethanel, who 
registered the names of the priestly courses. 9. 
A Korahite Levite, eldest son of Obed-edom (1 Ch 
26*- 6 B 2o/xa(ai, A 2aMe(as ; v.' B 2o/xa/, A 2e/*etd). 
10. A Levite (2 Ch 17 8 B Zapofat, A la/uvlas), one 
of the commission employed by Jehoshaphat to 
teach the book of the law in Judah. 11. A Levite 
of the family of Jeduthun in the reign of Heze- 
kiah (2 Ch 29 14 B Za funds, A 2a.u«iai), one of those 
who took a leaning part in the purifying of the 
temple. He is possibly identical with 12, one of 
those who were 'over the freewill offerings of 
God ' (2 Ch 31" Ztfuel). 13. One of 1 the chiefs of 
the Levites ' (2 Ch 35 9 2auaiaj ; * captains over 
thousands,' 1 Es l 9 where he is called Samaias). 
14. One of the ' chief men ' sent by Ezra to fetch 
Levites and Nethinim (Ezr 8 18 2a/*atd, A 2e/t«d ; 
Maaamaa, Samaias, 1 Es S 43 - 4> ) ; possibly the same 
as — 15. A member of the family of Adonikam, 
( Ezr 8 U B Zafxaid, A 2a,uo«d ; Samaias, 1 Es 8 s9 ). 16. 
17. Two of those who had married foreign wives, 
a priest and a layman respectively (Ezr 10 al 2a/uud, 
v." B Zauaid, a Xtfied, A 2a/*aiat ; Samens, Sabbeus, 
1 Es 9«- M ). 18. A prophet (Neh 6 1 ** 14 B le/xeel, 
A Zt/xel) who had been hired by Sanballat and 
Tobiah ' to put Nehemiah in fear.' His father's 
name, Delaiah (see 1 Ch 24 18 ), would suggest that 
he belonged to a priestly house. The circumstance 
is evidently mentioned by Nehemiah as a typical 
one. The governor's answer to Shemaiah's sug- 
gestion indicates that his design was at once to 
bring Nehemiah into contempt as a coward, and 
also to expose him to the charge of sacrilege, 
which would be certainly raised if he, a layman, 
were to intrude where priests alone might tread. 
19. One of the 24 courses of priests, 16th under 
Zerubbabel (Neh 12 6 «A 2c/x<iat), 15th under 
Joiakim (Neh 12 18 NA 2eu€td), and 21st under 
Nehemiah (Neh 10 9 Zajwud). It is probably this 
clan, and not an individual, that is mentioned as 
taking part in the ceremonies at the dedication 
of the wall (Neh 12 34 B.X Za/xud, A Zafmlai). 20. 
Probably a Levite, descendant of Asaph (Neh 12 83 



2awatd). 21. Probably a Levitical clan of singers 
that took part in the dedication ceremonies (Neh 
12 s8 lafiaid; v. 43 h'-*-™* Zefulai). We may sup- 
pose that half of it went in one procession and half 
m the other. 22. Father of the prophet Urijah 
(Jer 26 [Gr. 33] 10 BA Zapatai, g Marias). 23. A 
prophet at Babylon, one of those who had been 
Drought into captivity with Jehoiachin (Jer 29 
[Gr. 36J ■** 2aMa«df, g 2an€ds). He is called « the 
Nehelamite' (which see). He belonged to the 
party opposed to Jeremiah, and it is evident that, 
like HAN aniah (Jer 28), he had predicted a speedy 
termination to the Captivity. Enraged at the 
letter of Jeremiah, in which the exiles had been 
counselled to acquiesce cheerfully in a prolonged 
stay in Babylon, Shemaiah sent letters to Jeru- 
salem taxing Zephaniah the second priest and the 
other ecclesiastical authorities with supineness, in 
that they did not visit Jeremiah with the punish- 
ment due to a false prophet. It would seem from 
this that it was the special duty of the ' second 

K'est' to enforce order in the temple (see art. 
iests and Levites, p. 74»). 'Jehoiada the 
priest' may possibly be the name of Zephaniah's 
predecessor in the office of ' second priest,' or more 
probably be may be the great high priest of that 
name whose zeal in God s service Shemaiah bids 
Zephaniah emulate. The punishment denounced 
against Shemaiah for this action was even more 
severe, according to Hebrew ideas, than that 
awarded to Hananiah. The latter was visited 
in his own person with premature death, but 
Shemaiah was punished not only with exclusion 
by death from such blessings as might fall to the 
lot of the exiles in Babylon, but with the complete 
excision of his family. 24. Father of Delaiah, who 
was one of the princes in the reign of Zedekiah 
(Jer 36 [Gr. 43J "BA 2eXtuia», K 2t3«/as). 

N. J. D. White. 
SHEMARIAH (nnc? and mn©^).— -1. A Benjamite 
warrior who joined David at Ziklag, 1 Ch 12* 
(B "Za^apaid, KA "Za/mptd, Luc. 2a/xap/a$). 2. A 
son of Rehoboam, 2 Ch ll 19 (2aMap/ai). 3. One of 
the sons of Harim who had married a foreign wife, 
Ezr 10" (B Zafiaptid, «A 2a/uiptd, Luc. 2a/j.apia$). 
4. One of the sons of Bani who had committed the 
same offence, Ezr 10" (B 2a/iapetd, A 2a/xa/>cia*, Luc. 
Za/tapJat). 

8HEMEBER (tp^).— King of Zeuoiim, one of 
the five kings defeated by Chedorlaomer, Gn 14 J 
(A 2uu6j3op, Luc. Xv/j.6p, Syr. ; .]^n m, Josephus 
2vmji*5/3o/>oi). The Samaritan has izhdv, which may 
have arisen from a confusion between i and i, or 
may be due to an attempt to play upon the name. 
It has even been suggested (cf. Ball in SBOT) that 
the name in the text may have originated from 
a marginal gloss 13k dp (' name lost'). 

8HEMED.— See Shemer, No. 4. 

SHEMER (•«#).— 1. The owner of the hill 
purchased by Omri, upon which Samaria was 
afterwards built, 1 K 16» (Zifi-qp, Luc. Zip/ity). 
Difficulties both etymological and historical attach 
to the statement in the same passage that the 
name Samaria (ji"*;^) was derived from an indi- 
vidval instead of a clan name (but see Kittel, 
Kbnige, ad he), and that it was first given to 
the place by Omri (see Stade in ZATW v. (1885) 
160 It'.). 2. A Merarite, 1 Ch 6 S, W (S^^uijp). 3. 
An Asherite, 1 Ch 7 s4 (B Ztnn-np, A and Luc. 
2ii/x7jp), called in v. M Bhomer (cf. the names 'Ebed 
and 'Obcd). 4. A Benjamite, 1 Ch 8 1J (B Mjuvp, 
A ZipflVP, Luc. 2a^ati)X). The Heb. MSS show 
here some confusion between n and i as the final 
letter of the name. The AV (Shamed) and RV 
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(Shemed) retain the reading of the Geneva version, 
which is based on the Vulg. Samad. 

SHEMIDA (rye?*).— A 'son' of Gilead, according 
to Nu 26 M [P] (ZuAtalp) ; called in Jos 17 s [JE] a 
' son ' of Manasseh (B Zv/mpelp, A le/xipai, Luc. 
lafiiSai) ; his descendants are enumerated in 1 Ch 
7 19 (2e/i{€)tpd, Luc. XafieiSd). The gentilic name 
Bhemidaites {YJVfQi ° 2v/xae/>(e)0 occurs in Nu 26 a . 
See, further, art. Manasseh, vol. iii. p. 231 f. 

SHEMINITH.— See art. Psalms, p. 154\ 

SHEMIRAMOTH (htoroq*. in 2Ch 17" Klthtbh 
niD'Tar ; le/i{e)ipand>9). — The name of a Levitical 
family. In 1 Ch 15 M - " 16 8 Shemiramoth appears 
in the list of the members of David's choirs, while 
in 2 Ch 17 s the same name occurs amongst the 
Levites sent by Jehoshaphat to teach in the cities 
of J udah. In both cases a guild or family rather 
than an individual is probably to be thought of. 

8HEHUEL (^wd?, the name which, following 
the LXX and Vulg. , is, in the case of the prophet, 
transliterated in EV Samuel [AV has Shemuel in 
1 Ch 6 s3 ; on the derivation and meaning of the 
name see art. Samuel, and Gray, HP If 200, n. 3]). 
— 1. The Simeonite appointed to assist in the divid- 
ing of the land, Nu 34 30 . It is not improbable that 
the MT should be corrected to hwsby (Shelumiel); 
the form in l 8 2 13 7 s8 - 41 10"». The LXX in all the 
six passages has Sa\o/ui)X. 2. Grandson of Issachar, 
1 Ch 7 2 (B 'laanovf,\, A and Luc. 2a/tow)X). 

SHEM (rfv hash-shin, the 'tooth' or 'crag' ; rf}s 
xaXatat; Sen). — A well-known place, 'the Shen,' 
named with Mizpah to indicate the position of the 
stone, called Ebenezer, whicli was set up by 
Samuel to commemorate the defeat of the Philis- 
tines ( 1 S 7 13 ). The site is unknown. It is not im- 
probable, however, that the LXX rrjs xaXaiaj puts 
us on the track of the original reading, n;?;n or 
n#; (Jeshanah, 2 Ch 13' 9 ). So Wellh., Driver, 
Budde, et al. ; cf . art. Ebenezer. 

C. W. Wilson. 

8HENAZZAR (-ryytf ; BA Vavtodp, Luc. 2a»turdp). 
— A son of Jeconiah, 1 Ch 3 W . See, further, 
Sheshbazzar. 

SHEOL.— See Eschatology, Hades, and Hell. 

8HEPHAM (d??» ; Znr<pdnap ; Sephama).—A place 
on the eastern boundary of the Promised Land 
(Nu 34 10 - u ), and apparently to the north of Riblah, 
now Ribleh, between Baalbek and Horns. The 
site has not yet been identified. In the Targum of 
pseudo- Jonathan the name is rendered by Apameia, 
but this place is much too far to the north. Per- 
haps Zabdi, the Shiphmite,— one of David's house- 
hold who was ' over the increase of the vineyards 
for the wine-cellars' (1 Ch 27 s7 ), — was a native of 
Shepham. So Siegfried-Stade, who would vocalize 
'PSt* instead of 'l???*. But see SlPHMOTH. 

C. W. Wilson. 

BHEPHATIAH (rrjps^ and n.-rcy ' Jah has judged'). 
—1. One of David's sons, 2 S 3 4 (B Saflaretd, A 
2a<pa0id, Luc. Sa^oriai) = 1 Ch 3 3 (B and Luc. as 
before, A Za<parlas). 2. A family of which 372 re- 
presentatives returned with Zerubbabel, Ezr 2* (B 
Atrd(p, A and Luc. 2a0ar«d) = Neh 7 B (Sa^and), and 
84 besides their head with Ezra, Ezr 8 8 (2a#aT(e)(d). 
The name appears in 1 Es 5 9 as Saphat and in 8 s * 
as Saphatias. 3. A family of the 4 sons of Solo- 
mon's servants,' Ezr 2"= Neh 7 aB (2a<£ar(e)id). 4. The 
eponym of a Judahite family, Neh ll 4 (BA 2o^a«d, 
Luc. Zatpartas). 5. The eponym of a Benjamite 
family, 1 Cli 9 s (Za^and). Either this or the pre- 
ceding should perhaps be identified with No. 2 
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above. 6. A contemporary of Jeremiah, Jer 38 
[Gr. 45] 1 (BAN Zafaafaf, Q* 2a<pdf, Q"w Zatparias). 
7. A Benjamite warrior who joined David at Ziklag, 
1 Ch 12° (2a0aT«d, Luc. XatpaHas). 8. A Simeonite 
prince, 1 Ch 27 16 (Za^ar/as). 9. A son of king 
Jehoshaphat, 2 Ch 21 a (2a<paT(e)tat). 

J. A. Selbik. 
8HEPHELAH.— See Plain, vol. iii. p. 893 f. 

SHEPHER.— Mount Shepher (nr? in) is a station 
in the journeyings of the children of Israel, men- 
tioned only Nu 33 s3 - **. Nothing is known about 
its position. 

In both verses TBS* being in pause is pointed Shaphtr, the 
form that appears in A V. The LXX in B Luc. has "ii^mf, taking 
no account of ' mount,' which is represented in A by 'Aprd$*t and 
2«^r«?«/j, and in F by 'A/w«?«6; Vulg. has Sepher. The word 
(which means * beauty ') occurs (as a noun) only in Gn 49*1 • giving 
goodly words ' (words of beauty or elegance) ; but see Diilniann or 
SpurreU, ad loc, for an alternative rendering of this verse. 

A. T. Chapman. 

SHEPHERD.— See Sheep. 

BHEPHI («w>; B 2(6/3, A 2w$d/>, Luc. Zax^O, 
1 Ch 1*° ; or SHEPHO (to? ; A 2<ty, D 2«0d»>, E 2(6/>, 
Luc. Zwpdv), Gn 36 a .— A Horite chief. 

BHEPHUPHAH (ops? ; BA 2«^d», Luc. Zo^dr), 
Nu 26»<«> ; or BHEPHUPHAH (i?uxf>; B £w0ap*d*, 
A Zutpdv, Luc. 2er^d/*), 1 Ch 8 s .— The eponym of a 
Benjamite family. The name appears in Gn 46 n 
as Muppim and in 1 Ch 7 1S - 15 26 14 as Bhnppim. The 
proper form of the name must remain doubtful. 
The gentilic Shuphamites ('QEWft, BA i 2«tfxw(e)i, 
Luc. 6 Zo^oW) appears in Nu 26 s9 

SHERD.— See Potsherd. 

8HEREBIAH (n;?-tf).— One of the Levites who 
joined Ezra at the river Ahava, Ezr 8 ,B (LXX om.J. 
Along with eleven others, he was put in charge of 
the silver and gold and the vessels for the temple, 
v. 84 (BA 2apa<d, Luc. 2a/>a/ftat). He assisted Ezra 
in the exposition of the law, Neh 8 7 ; took part in 
the public confession and thanksgiving, 9*; and 
sealed the covenant, 10»(»> (B ZapaBid). He is 
named also in 12 s - **. In all these last passages 
except 10"< 18 > BA have 2aoay3fo, Luc. 2apa/3iat. The 
name appears in 1 Es 8 47 as Asebebias, v. 64 Esere- 
bias, and 9*" Sarabias. 

BHEREBH (thy ; B Zovpos, A 2 opos, Li a *dp*t, 
4>6pos). — The name of a Manassite clan, 1 Ch V*. 
See Manasseh, vol. iii. p. 232 b . 

SHERIFF.— In Dn 3 1 - » ' sheriffs ' is the EV tr. of 
Aram. k;$?Pi a word of quite uncertain meaning. 
Bevan and Driver regard it as improbable that it 
has any connexion with the Arab, afta ' to notify 
a decision of the law ' (ptcp. mufti, ' a jurisconsult '). 
This supposed connexion probably underlies the 
RVm ' lawyers.' Bevan thinks it possible that the 
word may be a mutilated form of some Persian 
title ending in pat ' chief.' For an account of other 
conjectures see Driver or Prince, ad loc. Perhaps 
Theod. and LXX render by oi ir' i^ovnOr, but it is 
impossible to be certain, as their text contains only 
seven names of officials as against eight in the 
Aramaic text. J. A. Selbie. 

SHESHACH (3tfp). — This name, which occurs 
only in Jer 20(32)** 51(28)« (LXX om. in both 
passages), is generally taken to be a designation 
of Babylon (cf. the parallelism in the latter pas- 
sage : ' How is Sheshach taken, and the praise of 
all the earth surprised ! How is Babylon become 
a desolation among the nations ! '). It is probable, 
in fact, that Sheshach is simply a cryptical way of 
writing Babel. By the device known as A I bash 
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(rann) whereby *=n, a = r, and so on, the last letter 
of the Heb. alphabet being substituted for the first, 
the second last for the second, etc., "\vv would be 
written for hu. An example of the same thing 
should probably be discovered in 'ep of Jer 
51 (28) which apparently has been substituted for 
an original D*ieo (LXX XaXSaiovi). See, further, 
A. Berliner, Beitrdge zur Heb. Gramm. aus Tal- 
mud und Midrasch, pp. 12-14. It is right to add 
that Frd. Delitzsch (Paradies, 214 fl.) rejects this 
explanation of Sheshach, holding that it represents 
Sis-ku-KI of an ancient Bab. regal register, which 
may have stood for a quarter or division (perhaps 
Boreippa) of the city of Babylon (cf. Lauth in 
PSBA, 1881, p. 47 f.). Schrader (KA T 1 415 [COT 
ii. 108 f.]) objects that the name quoted by Delitzsch 
is not found in the later Bab. literature (dating 
from the time of Nebuchadnezzar), and that even 
the reading of the name is by no means settled. 

J. A. Selbie. 
SHESHAI ('77). — A clan, possibly of Aramaic 
origin, resident in Hebron at the time of the 
Hebrew conquest and driven thence by Caleb 
(Nu 13 3 B Ztvatl, A Tkfid ; Jos 15" B 2ou«f, A 
Xovcal; Jg l 10 B 2e<r<re*, A YtBSl). See, further, 
Ahimak, No: i. 

SHESHAN (i?!*).— A Jerahraeelite, who, having 
no sons, gave his daughter in marriage to his 
Egyptian slave Jarha, 1 Ch 2 s1 - *■ " (A has 2u<ra», 
Luc. 2«rd>, throughout ; B has Zwr&p in v. Ubu , 
elsewhere Uttadw). 

SHESHBAZZAR (tntf).— There is some uncer- 
tainty as to the correct form of this name, and still 
more as to the identity of the man who bears it in 
the MT. 

Exr 18 B 1mS*turif, A 2ar*$irr*p«, Luc. imrmfrwrtfnt, 
which is read by Luc. throughout Ezra. 

„ 1» B om., A X*r*fiurrmp. 

,, 6M B Httytrme, A VMri&mrrapH. 

„ 618 B tmifimymf, A W«^«#r«/>. 
1 Es2>2('l) B ImtmlUrrmpt, A 2«»«/3«r<r«/>«f , which is read by 
A throughout 1 Esdras, Luc. 2ur*3*X*rrapr,{. 

„ 2>«(1«» B ImMftiUrmpt, Luc Zmr*fr*.\*rrKft. 

„ 6>» I 1 ") B ?mfi«tmrrmpt, Luc 2xr«/3aXitrru/>r.t. 

„ 6*3(181 B 1*tmfiirr*f«, Luc. "SmraBxkmrrupvf. 
Josephus exhibit* a similar variety: 'Afiimpt, TUfiienftt, 

The above variations (apart from Bayao-dp and 
Eapfiay&p) may be reduced to two types : (1) Shesh- 
ba«ar or Sasab(al)azzar, (2) Sanabazzar. If we 
adopt the first of these, the name may stand for 
Bab. Samai-bil [or -bal] -uzur, ' O sun-god protect 
the lord [or the son] ' ; so van Hoonacker (Zoroba- 
bel, 43 ; Nouvelles ttudes, 30 ; cf. Academy, 30th 
Jan. 1892), followed by Wellhausen (HQ* 158 n.), 
Cheyne (Academy, 6th Feb. 1892), Ryle (Ezra and 
Nehemiah in Camb. Bible, 32), Sayce (HCM 539), 
et al. The Sanabazzar type, again, may represent 
an original Sin-bal-uzur, ' O moon-god protect the 
son ' ; so esp. Ed. Meyer (Entstehung des Juden- 
thums, 77), cf. also Sayce (I.e.). 

Sheshbazzar is mentioned in Ezr I s - 11 (the work 
of the Chronicler, who has just quoted what pur- 
ports to be an edict of Cyrus authorizing the 
return of the Jews and the rebuilding of the 
temple) as entrusted by Cyrus with the vessels of 
the house of the LORD which had been carried away 
by Nebuchadnezzar, and which were now to be re- 
stored. These vessels are said to have been brought 
up by Sheshbazzar 'when they of the captivity 
were brought up from Babylon unto Jerusalem' 
(cf. lEs 2»-»). The same particulars regarding 
him are repeated in 5 M-M (where the Chronicler 
uses an Aramaic source, which professes to contain 
a transcript of the letter of Tattenai and others to 
Darius), in which he bears the familiar Bab.-Assyr. 
title pehah (' governor '), and is said, further, to have 
laid the foundations of the temple (cf. 1 Es 6 W - *>). 



It is probably* Sheshbazzar also that is called in 
Ezr 2" ( = Neh 7 M ), Neh 7 70 by the Persian title , 
tirshdthd. 

It is a very difficult question whether Sheshbazzar 
is to be identified with Zerubbabel. Their identity 
was commonly accepted till lately, and has still 
the support of weighty names, t but the tendency 
of modern scholars J is to deny it. 

In favour of the identification (which appears to 
be made by Jos. Ant. xi. i. 3) the two strongest 
arguments are (a) the occurrence elsewhere (e.g. 
2 K 23 M 24", Dn l 7 ) of double names, and (b) the 
fact that the laying of the foundation of the temple 
which in Ezr 3 B is ascribed to Zerubbabel is in 5 lfl 
ascribed to Sheshbazzar. 

But in answer to (a) it may be urged that the 
case of Daniel and his companions is not strictly 
parallel, for there we have native names (Daniel, 
Hananiah, etc.) and foreign names (Belteshazzar, 
Shadrach, etc.), whereas Zerubbabel (which see) and 
Sheshbazzar are in all probability both foreign (sc. 
Babylonian) names. The names in 2 K 23 s * 24" 
really furnish an argument against identifying 
Shesnb. with Zerubbabel. It is true that in 
Eliakim • Jehoiakim and Mattaniah-Zedekiah we 
have two couples of Hebrew names, but the author 
of these passages at least takes care to let us know 
that Eliakim is identical with Jehoiakim, and 
Mattaniah with Zedekiah, just as in Jg 7 1 we read 
' Jerubbaal which is Gideon,' and in Dn 2 s * 4" 
'Daniel whose name was Belteshazzar.' In view 
of the usage elsewhere, it is surely strange (and 
van Hoonacker's argument, with all its skill and 
ingenuity, does not, to our mind, remove the 
strangeness) that in Ezr 3 a there is not a hint by 
the Chronicler that Zerubbabel, who then conies 
upon the scene for the first time, is identical with 
Sheshbazzar, who had been mentioned in l 8 . More- 
over, it is hard to believe (and here again van 
Hoonacker's argument appears to us unconvincing) 
that Zerubbabel could be spoken of in 5 s and Shesh- 
bazzar in 5 14 - 14 in the way they are, if the two 
names stood for one and the same person. § 

As to (b), reason will be shown in art. ZERUB- 
BABEL for suspecting that Ezr 3 8 and 5 1B both ante- 
date the laying of the foundation of the temple, 
transferring it from the second year of Darius 
Hystaspis (B.C. 520) to the second year of Cyrus 
(537). But whatever view be held as to that, the 
identity of Sheshb. with Zerub. does not appear to 
us to follow from a comparison of 3 8 with 5' 8 . All 
that we need to assume is that the two returned 
from Babylon at the same time, and that Sheshb. 
was the official head (pehah) of the community, 
while Zerub. was the moving spirit in the rebuild- 
ing of the temple, whatever may have been the 
date when this work was undertaken. If Ezr 3 8 
(the Chronicler's own account) and 5 16 (a professedly 
official account) be historical, they contain the 
names, respectively, of the actual (Zerubbabel) and 
the official (Sheshbazzar) founders of the temple. 

Assuming, now, that the two names designate 
two different men, was Sheshbazzar a foreigner or 

• Unless one holds with Rosters that the list of names in 
this passage really belongs to Nehemiah's time, and that the 
tirthathd is Nehemiah himself. 

t Notably van Hoonacker (Zorobabel et le f.cond temple, 
2flff. ; cf. his Nouvelles Uudes tur la restaumtion Juive, 30, 
also 'Notes sur l'hist. de la restauration Juive' in KB, Jan. 
1901, p. 7fl.) and Ryle (Ezra and Nehemiah, xxxi. 12 1.). 
Euenen (Oitderzoelc* [1887), 487, 468, 603) was also at one time 
disposed to favour the identification, although latterly he 
abandoned it. See next note. 

tStade (GVI ii. 98 ff.), Kuenen (Oetam. Abhandl. 218 ff.), 
Renan {Hist, du peuple d' Israel, iii. 619 f.), Smend (Liilm, 
etc., 19), Rosters (Het heritel van Israel, 32 ff.), Wellh. (IJG* 
158), Sayce (HCM 539), and many others. 

| We refrain from citing, as an argument against the identifi- 
cation, the occurrence of the two name* together in 1 Es 6 1 * I 1 ") 
(ZtfSm/llX ami iMtu^mrrmfai), because it is probable that the 
first of these names is interpolated (note the following sing, 
pronoun murf). 
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a Jew? It has been contended (by de Saulcy, 
Stade, et al.) that he was a Persian. But his 
Babylonian name does not increase the probability 
of this view, and the appointment of a Jew to head 
the return and to act as pehah of Judah would be 
quite in harmony with the policy of Cyrus towards 
the conquered races of the empire he had over- 
thrown. Hence the view has lately been gaining 
ground that he was a Jew (Ed. Meyer, Wellh., 
Cheyne, et al.). It is a tempting suggestion, 
although of course it has not been made out, that 
Sheshba^r is the Shenazzar of 1 Ch 3 18 , one of 
Jehoiachin's sons and uncle of Zerubbabel (Imbert, 
Renan, Kosters, Ed. Meyer, ct al.)* If this were 
so, it would justify the epithet ' prince of Judah 1 
(.-ni,T^> K'r?n) applied to him in Ezr l 8 , a title which 
those who take him to be a foreigner have to ex- 
plain as due to a mistake (Kuenen) or an intentional 
transformation on the part of the Chronicler. The 
nephew rather than the uncle appears from the 
first to have played the leading role, and his ser- 
vices, especially in connexion with the rebuilding 
of the temple, gave him such a place in the memo- 
ries of his countrymen that in Ezr 2 2 ( = Neh V) 
Zerubbabel stands at the head of the list, while 
Sheshbazzar [may the heathenish character of his 
name have also given offence to the puritan zealots 
who compiled the list ?] is not mentioned at all. 

How long Sheshbazzar held office is uncertain, 
but at all events in the second year of Darius 
Hystaspis (B.C. 520) he had given place to Zerub- 
babel, who is known from contemporary evidence 
(Hag 1 ,,M 2 2 ) to have been then pehah oi Judah. 
See, further, Zerubbabel, and the Literature 
cited at end of that article. J. A. Selbie. 

SHETH.— In Nu 24" (only) AV and RVm tr. 

rtp «}3 « children (sons) of Sheth' (LXX ZjO, Vulg. 
Seth), but there can be little doubt that the correct 
tr. is that of RV, 'sons of tumult.' In that case 
ntf would stand for nx? (from root •ikp), and would 
be=fiKtf of the parallel passage Jer 48*" (AV and 
RV * tumultuous ones '). G. Hotimann [ZATW iii. 
97) takes ny to be a textual error for pwp, which he 
supposes in both these passages as well as in Am 2 1 
(3kid pwp3 n?i) to be a Moabite place-name, perhaps 
that of the acropolis of Ar. See, further, Dillm. 
on Nu 24". 

BHETHAR Btf Luc. 2a/xra0a?ot, A 2ap&r- 

0eos). — One of the seven princes who ' sat first in 
the kingdom ' and had the right of access to the 
royal presence (Est 1 M , cf. Admatha). The deriva- 
tion and meaning of the name, which is presumably 
Persian, cannot be determined. 

BHETHAR-BOZENAI ('jfe in? [meaning doubt- 
ful]). — Named along with Tattenai and others in 
connexion with the correspondence with Darius 
about the rebuilding of the temple, Ezr 5 s - 8 6 8 - 13 
(B Zaflap/Sot/favd except in 6 13 SatfapjSoi'fdv ; A 
ZaOapPovfaval in 5 3 6 1S , EaflaftSovfcUijr in 5", Za0ap- 
fiov$av4 in 6 8 ; Luc. throughout Qappov^avalot), 
called in 1 Es 6 s - 7 - 17 7 1 Sathrabuzanes. 

8HEYA.— 1. (k# ; B Zaotf, A ZaotfX, Luc. Soi-0 
A son of Caleb by his concubine, Maacah, 1 Ch 
2*». See Wellh. de Genlibus, 18, note 1. 2. See 
SHAVSHA. 

SHEW.— Both verb and subst. (always spelt 
* shew,' the modern spelling ' show ' had not yet 
come in ; both are found in early copies of Hooker, 
though ' shew ' is even then most frequent) are 
used in AV with greater freedom than now. 

For the verb we find : 1. Make to see (or of 

* It is scarcely worth mentioning that a Jewish tradition 
(Jalkut on Ezr 1) identifies Sheshbazzar with Daniel. 



things make to be seen), literally, as now. Thus 
Ex S3 18 ' I beseech thee, shew me thy glory' ; Jn 
14 8 * Lord, shew us the Father.' So Bacon, Essays, 
« Of Death ' (Gold. Treas. ed. p. 6), * Groanes and 
Convulsions, and a discoloured Face, and Friends 
weeping, and Blackes, and Obsequies, and the like, 
shew Death terrible.' 2. Malce to be seen figura- 
tively, declare, reveal (cf. Driver, Daniel, pp. 18 f., 
47 ; Far. Psalt. 481). Thus 1 S 22 17 'Thev knew 
when he fled, and did not shew it to me (Ai &\ 
'JiXTitf, LXX o6k &TtK&\vd/(w rb Crriov pov; Vulg. 
non indicaverunt mihi ; RV 'did not disclose it 
to me ') ; Job 32 10 ' Hearken to me ; I also will 
shew mine opinion'; Ps 19 2 'Night unto night 
she wet h knowledge ' ; Sir 37 s0 ' There is one that 
sheweth wisdom in words, and is hated ' ; 1 Co 
ll 38 'Ye do shew ((t0TO77^XXeTf, RV 'ye proclaim ') 
the Lord's death till he come'; 15" 'I shew you 
a mystery' (\tyw, RV «I tell'). Cf. Shaks. All's 
Well, IV. i. 93— 

•O, let me live I 
And all the secrets of our camp I'll show.' 

3. To give or do something to one — a natural exten- 
sion of the general sense cause to appear. Thus 
Ac 4 M 'The man was above forty years old, on 
whom this miracle of healing was shewed' (Gr. 
4yey6vet, edd. ytybvei, RV 'was wrought'); 24 s7 
'Felix, willing to shew the Jews a pleasure, left 
Paul bound' ($t\wv re x^/was [edd. x^P ,Ta 3 xara- 
BtffOtu, RV 'desiring to gain favour with'). Cf. 
Babees Book, 2 — 

' And eke, o lady myn, Facecia ! 
My penne thow guy tie, and helpe unto me eh ewe." 

The subst. means : 1. Outward appearance, Is 
3 9 'The shew of their countenance doth witness 
against them ' (on'j? ro?n, RVm ' their respecting 
of persons ') ; Sir 43* ' The beauty of heaven, with 
his glorious shew' (iv bpd/ian 6\5£ijs, RV 'in the 
spectacle of its glory'); Gal 6 13 'As many as 
desire to make a fair shew in the flesh ' {eirrpoa- 
wrrjffat). Cf. Pre/, to AV, ' Some peradventure 
would have no varietio of sences to be set in the 
margine, lest the authoritie of the Scriptures for 
deciding of controversies by that shew of uncer- 
taintie, should somewhat be shaken'; and Drayton, 
Sol. Song, ch. 5 — 

'Bis eies be like to doves' 
On rivers' banks below, 
Ywasbt with milk, whose collours are 
Most gallant to the shew.' 

2. Spectacle, Col 2 18 ' He made a shew of them 
openly ' (iSeiyniriffev iv vappyalq.). Cf. Ezk 12* Cov. , 
' Hyde thy face that thou see not the earth, for I 
have made the ashewtoken unto the house of Israel.' 

3. Semblance, Ps 39 s 'Surely every man walketh 
in a vain shew ' (oJ>s?, RVm [implying false etym. 
connexion] 'as a shadow') ; Col 2 s3 'which things 
have indeed a shew of wisdom ' (Xo-yor crtxpias). Cf. 
Fuller, Holy State, 158, 'Travell not too early 
before thy judgement be risen, lest thou observest 
rather shews than substance, marking alone 
pageants, pictures, beautiful! buildings,' etc. 

4. Pretence, Lk 20" ' Which devour widows' 
houses, and for a 6hew make long prayers' (xpo- 
<pd<rei, RV ' for a pretence '). Cf. Purchas, Pilgrim- 
age, 386, ' In shew to keepe the straits, in deed to 
expect the event' ; and Paraph. 25 10 — 

' Who can his generation tell? 

From prison see him led 1 
With impious shew of law condemn'd 

And number'd with the dead.' 

Shelving is used as a subst. in Lk l 80 ' Till the 
day of Ins shewing unto Israel' (?w» iinipat dva- 
5t4«w» ai/roO). The Eng. word is quite unusual, 
and is simply a literal tr. (after Vulg. ostensia 
and Wyclifls 'schewynge') of the Gr. dvdo"e<£tt, 
which does not occur elsewhere in NT. On com- 
paring Lk 10 1 ' The Lord appointed (iriduttr) other 

J 
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seventy also,' and Ac 1** ' Shew {ipdSti^of ) whether 
of these two thou hast chosen,' we see that the 
reference is to the entrance of John on his public 
ministry. J. HASTINGS. 

SHEWBREAD.— 'Shewbread,' formed apparently 
on the pattern of Luther's Sckaubrot, is the tr., 
first adopted by Tindale, of the Heb. crj?(0) or$ 
* bread of the presence [of J"],' of which, accord- 
ingly, the more correct tr. is that proposed by 
R Vm, viz. ' presence-bread.' 

It has been usual hitherto to assign the introduction of the 
term 'shewbread' to Coverdale (see, e.g., Pluramer's Luke, 
167). Bat it is found as early as 1626 in Tindale's New Truta- 
tnent. He 8* ' and the shewe breed which is called wholy ' (Offer's 
reprint). Curiously enough, Tindale not only uses other render- 
ings in the Gospels (' the balowed loves,' Mt 12*, Mk 2» ; ' loves 
of nalowed breed,' Lk 6«), but retains the same inconsistency in 
his revised edition of 1534, after he had adopted ' shewbred ' in 
his Pentateuch of 1530. In the latter on its first occurrence (Ex 
25*>) he adds the marginal note : ' Shewbred, because it was 
al way in the presence and sight of the Lorde ' (see Mombert's 
reprint, in loe.). Wyclif bad naturally followed the Vulgate 
(see below) with 'breed of proposicloun.' The Protestant 
translators and revisers who succeeded Tindale give 'shew- 
bread ' in OT, ' shewe loves,' ' shewbreads,' and ' shewbread ' in 
NT, the last by the end of the 16th cent, being firmly estab- 
lished in both Testaments (the Rheims version, however, retain- 
ing ' loaves of proposition '). 

L Nomenclature. — On the occasion of the ear- 
liest historical mention of the presence - bread 
(o*j?n en"? 1 S 21 s mb.ij) n i 3 also termed 'holy 
bread » (ehp on) ib. '• «• t«- *1 RV ; AV « hallowed 
bread '). The former term is that used through- 
out the Priests' Code (P) of the Pentateuch, 
with the addition of the name 1 continual bread ' 
Wl ? Nu 4 7b ; cf. ' bread ' only Ex 40 M ). In the 
post-exilic period we meet with another desig- 
nation, viz. * the pile-bread * (nfy^n on$> 1 Ch 9 41 
23- 9 , Neh 10 s8 , but with the terms reversed 2 Ch 
13", cf. He 9 s ; also ronjro alone 2 Ch 2'). This 
name is due to the fact that the loaves were 
arranged upon the table in two piles (nia-jyij Lv 
24* ; this, the rendering of R Vm, suits the facts 
better than the * rows ' of the text of EV). The 
tr. varies considerably in the Or. versions, the 
most literal rendering of the older designation is 
iprot rod ■wpoaoneov 1 S 21 8 , 2 Es 20 ss (but cf. Aquila's 
dp. rpoffuruf), dp. iy&riot Ex 25 30 , ol dp. ol TpoKtlfteroi 
Ex 39 u ; elsewhere most frequently dp. t^i rpo- 
Otatw, ' loaves of the setting forth.' This, the 
term used in the Gospels (Mt 12\ Mk 2 M , Lk 6 4 ), 
reflects the later Hebrew designation above men- 
tioned (cf. rpoTiOtrai in LXX to render T!U ' to set 
in order,' ' set forth ' [a meal upon a table]).* The 
variant v wp&Oeats r. tLprur (He 9 s ) follows 2 Ch 13", 
2 Mac 10 3 . Still another rendering, ol dp. rijt vpoc- 
(f>opat, is confined to some MSS of the Greek of 1 K 
T 48 (Lucian has ■wpoBtaton). The Vulgate also re- 
flects both the Hebrew designations with pants 
facierum (cf. Aquila, above) and panis proposi- 
tionis. 

The table of shewbread has likewise in Hebrew 
a twofold nomenclature : in P cr^n ' the pres- 
ence-table' (Nu 4 7 ), but in Chronicles nyytso "d 
(2 Ch 29 18 ) ; in both we also find iin$n "v ' the pure 
table' (Lv 24", 2 Ch 13"), probably because over- 
laid with pure gold. For other designations now 
disguised in MT see next section. 

ii. The Shewbread in the Pre-exilic Period. 
— The earliest historical mention of the shewbread 
occurs in the account of David's flight from Saul, 
in which he secures for his young men, under 
conditions that are somewhat obscure, the use 
of the shewbread from the sanctuary at Nob (1 S 
21 s *-). It is here described, as we have seen, 
both as 'presence-bread' (v. 8 Pi) and as ' holy ' or 
'sacred bread' (vv. 4 - 8 l 8 - 7 3), in opposition to ordi- 

• Codex Bezas (D) has rptrSirutt, with which comp. »^>«mfli»«i 
for wftr,B. in some MSS of the LXX (pastim). See for D's read- 
ing, Nestle, Introd. to Text. Criticism of Or. A2'(1991), 237. 



nary or unconsecrated bread (^n). The incident 
appears to have happened on the day on which 
the loaves were removed to be replaced by fresh 
or ' hot bread ' (ah cnj. v. 8 W). 

It roust not be inferred from this narrative that the regu- 
lation of the Priests' Code, by which the stale shewbread was 
the exclusive perquisite of the priests, was already in force, 
although this, naturally, is the standpoint of NT times (see 
Mt 12* and paralls.). Ahiraelech, in requiring and receiving the 
assurance that David's young men were ceremonially ' clean ' 
(see art. Unclkahkebs), seems to have taken all the precautions 
then deemed necessary. The narrative is further of value as 
giving us a clear indication of the meaning originally attaching 
to the expression ' presence-bread,' for the loaves are here ex- 
pressly said to have been ' removed from the pretence of J"' 
(" 'J??9 ongvjjj MT, v.7 ; cJ. the similar expression Ex 25»). 

"We next meet with the rite in connexion with 
Solomon's temple, among the furniture of which is 
mentioned in our present text ' the table where- 
upon the shewbread was' (1 K T 48 RV). This 
table is here further said to have been ' of gold,' 
by which we are to understand from the context 
' of solid gold' (cf. Ex 25 s4 in LXX, and Josephus' 
[Ant. VIII. iii. 7] description of the temple). But 
it is well known that in this section of the Book of 
Kings the original narrative has been overlaid 
with accretioas of all sorts, mostly, if not entirely, 
post-exilic ; these are due to the idea of' this later 
time, that the interior decoration of Solomon's 
temple, and the materials of its furniture, could 
in no respect have been inferior to those of the 
tabernacle of P. See Stade's classical essay, ' Der 
Text des Berichtes ueber Salomo's Bauten,' in 
ZATW, 1883. 129-177, reproduced in his Akad. 
Reden «. Abhandlungen (1899), 143 tt'. Stade's 
results have been accepted in the main by all 
recent scholars. Thus he shows that the original 
of 1 K e 206 - M probably read somewhat as is still 
given in the middle clause of the better Gr. text 
of A (ixolrfaew Owiiaari)pio» ictSpov . . . /cord rpbaurov rod 
ia/3/p), viz. ryvj rw njp bE] 'and he [Solomon] 
made an altar of cedar- wood (to stand) in front 
of the sanctuary (the 'Holy of Holies' of P).' 
Whether we should retain or discard the words 
• and overlaid it with gold,' is of minor import- 
ance.* 

The altar, therefore, of v.aob is not to be understood of the 
altar of incense, which first appears in the latest stratum of P 
(see Tabbrkaclk), but, as in the passage of Esekiel presently to 
be considered, of the table of shewbread. The express mention 
of the latter by name in 1 K 7«8>> is also part of an admittedly 
late addition to the original text (see authorities cited in foot- 
note). The same desire to enhance the glory of the Solomonic 
temple is usually assigned as the ground for the tradition fol- 
lowed by the Chronicler, who states that Solomon provided the 
necessary gold for ten table* of thewbread (1 Ch 28' 8 ; cf. 2 Ch 
48- 19). This writer, however, is not consistent, for elsewhere 
we read of ' the ordering of the shewbread upon the pure table 
(2 Ch IS 11 ).' In his account, further, of the cleansing of the 
temple under Hezekioh, only ' the table of shewbread, with all 
the vessels thereof ' is mentioned {ib. 20'8),— a view of the case 
which is undoubtedly to be regarded as alone in accordance 
with the facts of history. 

This table fell a prey to the flames which con- 
sumed the temple in the 19th vear of Nebu- 
chadrezzar (2 K 25 8 , Jer 52' 3 ). The tale related 
by the Byzantine chronicler (Syncellus, 409), that 
it was among the furniture concealed by Jeremiah 
on Mount Pisgah, is but a later addition to the 
earlier form of the same fable, which we already 
find in 2 Mac 2 lff \ Notwithstanding these un- 
certainties, the continuance of the rite under the 
monarchy is sufficiently assured. 

iii. The Post-exilic Period.— Ezekiel in his 
sketch of the ideal sanctuary likewise contem- 
plates the perpetuation of the rite, for in a passnge 
of his book, which on all hands is regarded as 

* See besides Stade, op. cit, the Commentaries of Kittel and 
Benzinger, esp. the latter's Introduction, p. xviff., where an 
interesting study will he found of the gradual growth of the 
accretions with which 1 KfUm ^ now overgrown ; also Burney's 
art. Kings in the present work, vol. ii. §G-'i b , and his Note* on 
the Hebrew Text of the Book* of King*, in foe. 
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corrupt, bnt capable with the help of the LXX of 
easy emendation, we read thus (as emended) : ' In 
front of the sanctuary [this also = P'8 'Holy of 
Holies'] was something like an altar of wood, 
three cubits in height, and the length thereof two 
cubits, and the breadth two cubits ; and it had 
corners, and its base and its sides were of wood. 
And he said unto me: This is the table that is 
before J" ' (Ezk 41 s1 - 83 ; so substantially Cornill and 
all recent commentators). Here, then, we have not 
the altar of incense, but once more the table of 
shewbread. The twofold circumstance that it is 
here expressly termed an altar, and is of plain 
wood without a gold covering, is a strong argument 
in favour of Stade's restoration of the text of 1 K, 
discussed above. Ezekiel's table of shewbread 
resembled in its general outline the similar altar- 
tables so often seen on the Assyrian monuments 
(see last section) ; its height was half as much 
again as its length, and in section it formed a 
square of at least 3 ft. in the side. The projec- 
tions or ' horns ' were, no doubt, similar to those of 
the Assyrian altars (see, e.g., Perrot and Chipiez, 
History of Art in Chaldea and Assyria, i. pp. 143, 
255, etc.). 

In the temple of Zerubbabel, consecrated in the 
6th year of Darius (B.C. 516), the table of shew- 
bread, we may safely infer, had its place in the 
outer sanctuary, although we have no information 
as to whether or not it was modelled on Ezekiel's 
altar-table. After the introduction of the Priests' 
Code it may have been remodelled according to 
the instructions there given (Ex 25 iBff -) ; we may 
at least, with some measure of certainty, suppose 
that it was then overlaid with gold, since Antiochus 
Epiphanes, when he carried off the spoils of the 
temple (1 Mac l 23 ), would scarcely have taken the 
trouble to remove a plain wooden altar. The well- 
informed author of 1 Maccabees, in the passage 
cited, includes among the spoils not only the table 
itself, but ' the flagons and chalices and censers of 
gold ' used in the ritual of the table (see for these 
art. Tabernacle, section on Table of Shewbread). 
The provision of the shewbread, it should be 
added, was one of the objects to which were de- 
voted the proceeds of the tax of one-third of a 
shekel instituted by Nehemiah (10 3 *, cf. Jos. Ant. 
III. x. 7, § 255). 

Here attention may be called to two non-canonical Jewish 
writers who allude to the subject of this article. The earlier 
of the two is pseudo-IIccatieiis, whose date is usually assumed 
to be the 3rd cent. B.C. (Schiirer, GJV* iii. 465 ; but Willrich, 
Juden u. Gritchen, etc., 20 f., argues for a date in the Macca- 
bean period). This writer, in a passage preserved for us by 
Josephu8 (e. Avion, i. 22), describes the second temple as ' a 
large edifice wherein is an altar (£*,<«>), and a candelabrum 
(a t£ >'«»). both of gold, two talents in weight.' The former term, 
in the light of what has been said above with regard to the 
altar-tables of Solomon and Ezekiel, we must identify with the 
table of shewbread. The other writer referred to is pseud o- 
Aristea8, whose date falls within the century 200-100 B.C. In 
his famous letter, purporting to give an account of the origin of 
the Alexandrian version of the OT, he gives the rein to a lively 
imagination in his description of a shewbread table of unex- 
ampled magnificence— all of (rold and precious gems, and of 
unsurpassed artistic workmanship — which Ptolemy Philadelphus 
is said to have presented to the temple at Jerusalem (see 
Wenrtland's or Thackeray's edition of Aristeas' letter— tr. by 
the former in Kautzsch's Avnkryphen u. J'teudepif/raphen, if. 
Off.). This table is admitted to have had no existence outside 
the pages of Aristeas. 

To resume the thread of our narrative, we find 
that on the re-dedication of the temple (B.C. 165) 
Judas Maccabams had new furniture made, includ- 
ing the shewbread table (1 Mac 4 4B ), — now, we may 
be sure, constructed in entire conformity to the re- 
quirements of Ex 2S aa -, — upon which the loaves 
were duly set forth (v. 81 ). This table continued 
in use till the destruction of the temple by Titus 
in A.D. 70. Rescued from the blazing pile, it 
figured along with the golden candlestick and a 
roll of the "law in the triumph awarded to the 



victorious general (Jos. BJ vn. v. 3-7, esp. 5, § 148). 
Thereafter, these were all deposited by Vespasian 
in his newly built temple of Peace (ib. v. 7), while 
a representation of the triumph formed a conspicu- 
ous part of the decoration on the Arch of Titus, 
erected subsequently. Few remains of classical 
antiquity have been so frequently reproduced as 
the panel of the arch on winch are depicted the 
table and the candlestick, borne aloft on the 
shoulders of the Roman veterans (see illustration 
under Music, vol. iii. p. 462). Both seem to have 
remained in Rome till the sack of the city by 
Genseric, king of the Vandals, in 455, by whom 
they were transferred to Carthage, the site of the 
new Vandal capital in Africa. From Carthage 
they were transferred to Constantinople by Beii- 
sarius, in whose triumph they again figured. On 
this occasion a Jew, it is said, working on the 
superstitious awe felt by Justinian for these sacred 
relics, induced the emperor to send tliem back to 
Jerusalem. They probably perished finally in the 
sack of Jerusalem by Chrosroes, the Persian, in 
614 (see Reinach, 'L'Arc de Titus,' in RE J 20, p. 
lxxxvf., in book form, 1890; Knight, The Arch of 
Titus, 112ff.). 

iv. Preparation of the Shewbread.— Accord- 
ing to the express testimony of Josephus (Ant. ill. 
vi. 6), the Mishna, and later Jewish writers, the 
shewbread was unleavened. Nor does there seem 
to be any valid ground for the assertion, frequently 
made by recent writers, that it was otherwise in 
more primitive times. The absence of leaven best 
suits the undoubted antiquity of the rite, and, 
moreover, is confirmed by the Babylonian practice 
of offering 'sweet' (i.e. unleavened) bread on the 
tables of the gods (see below). The material in 
all periods was of the finest of the flour (Lv 24 s ), 
which was obtained, according to Menahoth (vi. 7),- 
by sifting the flour eleven times. The kneading 
and firing of the loaves in the time of the Chronicler 
was the duty of the ' sons of the Kohathites,' a 
Levi tical guild ( 1 Ch 9 s2 ) ; in the closing days of 
the second temple their preparation fell to the 
house or family of Garmu ( Ydma iii. 1 1 , Shekal. 
viii. 1). The quantity of flour prescribed by the 
Priests' Code for each loaf (ajrj ffalld) was ' two 
tenth -parts of an ephah' (Lv 24 s RV), which — 
reckoning the ephah roughly at a bushel — repre- 
sents about $th8 of a peck (c. 7i litres), a quantity 
sufficient to produce a loaf of considerable dimen- 
sions, recalling the loaves which gave their name 
to the Delian festival of the MryaXd/ma. 

In the earlier period, at least, the loaves were 
laid upon the table while still hot (1 S 21'). The 
later regulations required that they should be 
arranged in two piles (n lisp, see sect. i. above). 
On the top of each pile, apparently,— on the table 
between the piles, according to another tradition, — 
stood a censer containing 'pure frankincense for 
a memorial (•"H"|?«, for which see comm. on Lv 24 7 ), 
even an offering by fire unto the Lord.' Alex- 
andrian writers give salt in addition (Lv I.e. in 
LXX; hence, doubtless, Philo, Vit. Mos. ii. 151). 
The stale loaves, by the same regulations, were 
removed and fresh loaves substituted every Sab- 
bath. According to Sukka (v. 7f.), one half went 
to the outgoing division of priests, the other to the 
incoming division, by whom they were consumed 
within the sacred precincts.* In order to avoid 
repetition, further examination of the details given 
by post - biblical Jewish writers— many of them 
clearly wide of the mark — regarding the shape 
and size of the loaves and their arrangement on 
the table, as well as regarding the nature and 
purpose of the vessels mentioned, Ex 25®, Nu 4 7 , 
is reserved for the section on P's table of 



• It is a mere conjecture that the shewbread w» 
burned (Stade, Aleadcm. JUdm, etc., 180, note 15). 
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shewbread and its vessels in the general article 
Tabernacle. 

v. Significance of the Rite. — The rite of 
'the presence- bread' is one of the fairly numerous 
survivals from the pre Mosaic stage of the religion 
of the Hebrews, and goes back ultimately to the 
naive conception that the god, like his worshippers, 
required and actually partook of material nourish- 
ment. No doubt, as W. 11. Smith has pointed out, 
this idea ' is too crude to subsist without modifica- 
tion beyond the savage state of society ' (RS l 212). 
In the case of the shewbread, it may be suggested 
that the odour of the * hot bread ' (on on) 1 S 21* PI) 
was regarded in ancient times as a ' sweet savour,' 
like the smell of the sacritice to J" (Gn 8", Lv 23 ,s ). 
In any case the custom of presenting solid food on 
a table as an oblation to a god is too widespread 
among the peoples of antiquity to permit of doubt 
as to the origin of the rite among the Hebrews. 

The l*eti*ternia, which the Romana borrowed from the Greek*, 
afford the most familiar illustration of this practioe (see Smith's 
Diet, of Or. and Horn. Antiqt* t.v.). In the OT itself we hear 
of Jeremiah's contemporaries kneading cakes for the queen of 
heaven (Jer 7 1S ), and, at a later date, of the table which even 
Jews spread to Fortune (Gad, Is 66' 1 RV). In the religious 
literature of the ancient Babylonians, again, particularly in the 
ritual tablets to which the attention of scholars has lately been 
turned, we And numerous references to the various items of 
food and drink to lie presented to the deities of the Babylonian 
pantheon. The tables or altars, also, on which the food was set 
out are frequently represented on the monuments (see, e.g., 
Benringer, Ueb. Arch. 387 ; Rlehm's HWB* i. 148, etc.). And 
not only so, but, as Zimmern has recently shown, the loaves 
of sweet or unleavened bread thus presented are, frequently at 
least, of the number of 12, 24, or even as many as 36 (see the 
reft, in Ziiumem's Beit rage zur Kenntnit der Babylon. Religion, 
1901, p. 94 f.). These numbers, we can hardly doubt, have an 
astronomical significance, 12 being the number of the signs of 
the Zodiac, 24 the stations of the moon, and 86 those of the 
planets (see 2 K 23 s RVm, Job 3833, and art. Babylonia in vol. 
1. p. 218*). The knowledge of this ancient practice of offering 
food on the tables of the gods survived to a late period ; see 
Epist. of Jeremy, v.2*r-, and the fragment of Bel and the Dragon 
(eap. v.H ; note also that the food of Bel comprised ' twelve great 
measures of fine flour *). Hence, if the loaves of the presence- 
bread were 12 in number from the earliest times,— though of 
this we have no early testimony,— we should have another of 
the rapidly increasing instances of early Babylonian influence 
in the West (cf. Josephus' association of the 12 loaves with the 
12 months, Ant. in. vii. 7). 

While, however, it must be admitted that the 
rite of the presence-bread had its origin in the 
circle of ideas just set forth, it is not less evident 
that, as taken up and preserved by the religious 
guides of Israel, the rite acquired a new and higher 
significance. The bread was no longer thought of 
as J"'s food (*• onS) in the sense attached to it in an 
earlier age, but as a concrete expression of the fact 
that J" was the source of every material blessing. 
As the 'continual bread ' (rps onS Nu 4 7 ), it became 
the standing expression of the nation's gratitude 
to the Giver of all for the bounties of His provi- 
dence. The number twelve was later brought into 
connexion with the number of the tribes of Israel 
(cf. Lv 24 8 ). and thus, Sabbath by Sabbath, the 
priestly representatives of the nation renewed this 
outward and visible acknowledgment of man's 
continual depi ndence upon God. The presence of 
the shewbread in the developed ritual, therefore, 
was not without a real and worthy significance. 
It may here be added, in a word, that the explana- 
tion of the shewbread hitherto in vogue among the 
disciples of Bahr, according to which the ' bread of 
the face' was so named because it is through par- 
taking thereof that man attains to the sight of 
God, accords neither with the true signification of 
the term, nor with the history of the rite. 

A. It. S. Kennedy. 

BHIBAH (njftll ; LXX <?p«os[O.L. iuramentvm] ; 
Aq. Symm. wKifiiim^t [Vulg. abundantia]). — The 
well dug by Isaac, from which Beer-sheba took its 
name, Gn 26** (J, who apparently makes ."iuap = 
njaf 'oath'). The well, according to this view, 
derived its name from the ' swearing ' (v.* 1 ) of the 
vol. iv.— 32 



oath by which Isaac, on the one part, and Abimelech, 
with his friend Ahuzzath, and his chief captain 
Phicol, oh the other, ratified the covenant they 
bad made (vv.* 8 ). According to another account, 
Gn 21 a -« (E), the well was dug by Abraham, and 
Beer-sheba was so called because it was there that 
he and Abimelech ' sware both of them.' In the 
latter passage there is also manifestly a play upon 
the word pay 'seven,' seven lambs having been 
used (v. 38 *-) in the ceremony. For a description 
of the existing wells see Beer-sheba, and add to 
Literature : Gautier, Expos. Times, 1899, pp. 328 f. , 
478 f. ; and esp. G. L. Robinson, Bibl. World, Apr. 
1901, pp. 247-255 (with plan and photos.) : an 
abstract at the end of Driver's Joel and Amos*. 

C. W. Wilson. 
SHIBBOLETH (n^r), Jg 12*.— The Ephraimite 
fugitives at the Jordan-fords betrayed themselves 
by pronouncing this word sibboleth (n^p) — an 
interesting proof of the difference in dialect which 
distinguished the western tribes from those on 
the east of Jordan. By confusion of sounds 
shibboleth (rhio) would become sibboleth (nSai?), and 
so sibboleth (niia) ; see Wright, Comp. Gram. p. 
58. Etymologically d (s) is quite distinct from 
fc> (*),* but the two are not infrequently confounded 
in Heb., e.g. frya and oya, roj Ps 44 M and fit} 2 S \ a , 
ruby? for noap Ec 1" etc. ; by using d (s) rather than 
b> (s), the author of Jg 12 6 simply wished to make 
the sound as distinct from v (sn) as possible. In 
illustration of this peculiarity of the Ephraimite 
speech, it may be noted that the Heb. t> (sh) as a 

rule = the Arab, {j** (»), e.g. ; and vice 

versa, the Heb. b- («) = Arab. ^ (sh), e.g. 

Kimhi, in his commentary, in loc. , mentions 

another local peculiarity in the pronunciation of 
the sibilant : the people of Sarepta sounded c (sh) 

as n (th); so frequently Heb. «* (sh) =Arab. C> 
(<A) = Aram. L(th). 
The Gr. versions of the passage are interesting : B iM» >4 

2r*£i<f. *«< »i lutnuthittt t*C X4t\r,rx, tCrm ; A lirari Hi ri'th.u*. 

x*TTbft»«r M.r.X. In both, the Ephraiinites' reply is omitted. 
' Lucian ' (ed. Lagarde) : lirttri Sii #v>B»i«*x. ui ilrtt 1rux"s 
m.T.X. Codd. 64, 59, 75, 82 (Moore, M) : uwmn ii, ritBvft* x*. 
Xiynrtt ritBrjia »ii xttntUhnm* a.r.A. By rCtinfiut is meant 
'watchword,' 'countersign'; see 2 Mac 8° IS 18 . The Gr. 
versions, of course, could not imitate the change of the Heb. 
sibilants, as the Targ. and Syr. do. Vulg. Die ergo : SeibboUlh, 
qitoti interpretatur tpica. Qui retpondebat : Sibboleth, eadetn 
lUter a tpicam expriinere non valent. 

The meaning of the word is unimportant ; it may 
be either 'ear of wheat ' (Assyr. iubultu), Gn 41 M \ 
Is 17 8 etc., or 'flood,' 'stream,' Is 27", Ps 69 s - ». 
In the latter sense, which is suitable to the context, 
the word appears only in late passages; in this 
ancient story it would probably be understood 'ear.' 

Marquart (ZATW, 1888, 161 ff.) attempts to prove that the 
Ephrainiites did not pronounce V («A) as c («) (cf. the name of 
their chief town pTDP ShUtneron, Samaria), and that v («) 
could not pass into o (.«) in old Hebrew. He thinks that the 
Gileadites said rblO (thibbOleth) and meant 'flood,' but the 
Ephraimites said nSan (thibboleth) and meant 'oar' (cf. leSain 
Jerua. Targ. Gn 4V-). This n {th) was represented by D 
(cf. -} and Bibl. Aram. for want of a closer equivalent. But 
Marquart's arguments are not convincing, and have not gener- 
ally been accepted. We have no means of knowing what the 
Ephraimite dialect was. 

For parallels from European history see art. 
Jephthah, vol. ii. p. 568 n. G. A. Cooke. 

8HIELD (or BUCKLER) is EV tr. in OT of the 

following Heb. words. 1. (Most commonly) }:p 
mdgin, a small round shield, a buckler; the Gr. 

• The exact relation between the two sounds is still undeter- 
mined j see Ges.-Kautzsch, Heb. Qr. p. 30, n. 2 (Eng. ed.). 
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&tnrlt and Lat. clipeus. 2. njy zinndh, a large oval 
or rectangular shield. 3. frjnb soherdh, « buckler,' 
only in Ps 91 [90] 4 ; the word, however, is prob- 
ably a participle ( LXX KvxXdxrei) ; tr. with a slight 
emendation, 'His truth is an encompassing shield.' 
4. frr? kidon, 'shield,' 1 S 17* 5 AV, 'target' v. 8 
AV, similarly LXX; RV correctly 'javelin.' 5. 
mgM shildfim, 'shields,' 2S 8 7 = 1 Ch 18', 2 K 11 I0 = 
2 Ch 23 9 , Ca 4«, Jer 51", Ezk 27" (only in these 
places, and only in the plur.), more correctly ' suits 
of armour,' Jer 51" Rvm (see Expository times, x. 
(1898) 43 ff.). (Am; 'dgdldh, usually tr. 'wagon,' 
means in Ps 46 9 [Heb. 10 ] perhaps ' shield ' (so LXX, 
Vulg., Targ.); EV, Jerome {Psalter, iuxta Heb.), 
Peshitta, 'chariots.' In the NT 'shield' occurs 
once, Eph 6™, as tr. of dvpeos, the large Rom. shield. 

1. Material and Construction. — The material of 
which the shields known to the Hebrews were 
commonly made can only be inferred. Solomon 
prepared 200 ' targets ' (njx, i.e. large shields) and 
300 'shields' (139, i.e. bucklers), which were either 
made of gold or else heavily overlaid with gold 
(I K 10 16 -"). When these were carried ott by 
Shishak, Rehoboam made ' brazen' (bronze) shields 
to take their place {ib. 14* "). The 'shields' 
found among the treasures of Hezekiah were also 
probably made of one of the precious metals, or at 
least adorned with it (2 Ch 32*).* Both the golden 
shields and the bronze were probably used only for 
state ceremonial : the war shield was doubtless 
either like the Roman scutum of leather stretched 
over a wooden frame, or like the Persian yippor of 
wickerwork. That shields were largely composed 
of some inflammable substance may be inferred 
from such passages as Ezk 39 9 , Ps 46» [45'°] LXX 
(cf. Is 9* RV). A shield was overlaid with plates, 
perhaps of bronze (cf. Job 41" RVm, where the 
scales of the crocodile are compared with the 
plates of a shield); it was also furnished with a 
boss (cf. Job 15*), such as is shown on the Assyr. 
reliefs, passim. The Assyr. shields were highly 
convex and sometimes round, sometimes irregular 
in shape, i.e. rectangular at the foot (for planting 
firmly against the ground) but pointed at the top. 

2. Use. — The shield was kept in a case when not 
in use (Is 22 s ; cf. Aristophanes, Ach. 574, and 
Euripides, Andr. 617). It was anointed before 
battle to make its surface slippery (Is 21"; cf. 
Driver on 2 S l sl , who quotes Vergil, A?n. viL 
626). In battle it sometimes had a ' red ' appear- 
ance (Nah 2 s W), either because it was dyed red 
(A. B. Davidson, ad loc.), or because it was over- 
laid with burnished copper (Nowack, Heb. Archdo- 
logie, i. 364), or again because the leather itself might 
be described as ' red,' dty 'ddum being applied to 
the colour of the human skin (La 4 7 ). The large 
shield was much used in sieges as a stationary 
screen, from behind which the garrison on the 
walls might be assailed with arrows (2 K 19 33 =Is 
37 s3 , Sir37 8 Heb.). A large shield was sometimes 
carried in battle by an attendant in front -of his 
master (1 S 17 41 Heb., LXX [A and Luc], Peshitta, 
a verse om. in LXX B, but probably genuine). In 
times of peace shields were hung in armouries, to 
the admiration of beholders (Ca 4*. Ezk 27 lu ). 

3. Metaphorical use of the term 'shield.' — In the 
OT God's favour (Ps 5 12 t' s l) and His faithfulness 
(Ps 91 4 [90 4 ]) are compared to a shield, cf. 'the 
shield of thy salvation' (Ps 18 38 [17 38 ]). By a 
still lK>lder metaphor in several other places God 
Himself is callea the 'shield' (pc) of His people 
or of His saints : Gn 15 1 , Dt 33» Ps 3» W 18 4 - » 
[17 s - sl ] 33 [32] » 59" [58 12 ] 84 9 - 11 [83">- 12 ] 115 91 » 
[113"- 19 ], Pr 2 7 30 5 [24*]. In all these passages 
the LXX tr. pp either by brepamrurrijt (once Ps 3* 
by ArriMjuirrup) or by some form of the verb inrtp- 
aorlfu. The Peshitta follows a similar course. It 

• But tee note ad toe in the Camb. Bible. 



is true that ]Sf taken as Hiphil partic. of pa is a 
possible nomen agentis, but it is probable that the 
Heb. metaphor was too bold for the Gr. and Syr. 
translators. Thus in Ps 84" [83 12 ] the Heb. and 
Aq. give ' The LORD is a sun and shield,' while the 
LXX (followed by the Vulg.) timidly paraphrases 
fXeof Kal iK^dtiar ayarf Ktyxot. Symm. (if rightly 
given in Field) is also timid, IfXio* yap Kal inreptur- 
viaubn Kipun (a transitive verb, probably t&rtt 
from the next clause, being understood). Jerome 
{Psalter, iuxta Heb.) gives 'Sol et scutum Dominus' 
here, and 'clipeus' in some other places quoted 
above, but in Ps 59"«") 115 9u < 17 - 19 > he has 'pro- 
tector ' ( = inrepaarurriii ). Ben Sira (51 1,0 1 10 > Heb. ) 
writes, ' Give thanks to the Shield of Abraham ' 
(in allusion to Gn 15'). 

In the one passage of the NT in which ' shield * 
occurs, the word is metaphorically applied to 
Christian faith (Eph 6 18 dvaXa/Sdirej rbv Ovpcbr rij% 
rlafthft, sumentes scutum fdei). In 1 Th 5 8 the 
apostle had urged his converts to put on dd/paxa 
rUrrewt Kal d-ydxiji, ' a coat of mail of faith and 
love ' (see Breastplate) ; but during his Roman 
imprisonment his imagination was struck with the 
great Roman shield, and he changed his metaphor, 
without, however, abandoning the thought that 
faith is the Christian's vital defence. In the OT 
(Ps 91 [901 *) God's faithfulness is man's shield : in 
the NT the identification of faith with the shield 
gives us the necessary complementary thought 
that on man's side faith is needed in order that 
God's proffered protection may be embraced. 

W. Emery Barnes. 

SHIGQAION, SHIGIONOTH.-See art. Psalms, 
p. 154 b f. 

BHIHOR — A word meaning 

' black ' or ' turbid,' from njtf to be black (Ca I s ). 

1. In 1 Ch 13° Shihor of Egypt (tpia Kiyinrrov ; 
Sihor JEgypti) and the entering in of Hamath are 
mentioned as the southern and northern limits of 
the kingdom of Israel in the time of David. The 
same (or similar) limits recur in 1 K 8**, where ' the 
wady (nahal) of Egypt' takes the place of ' Shihor 
of Egypt.' In Jos 13* (i) iolKrjTot if Kara Tpiaurron 
Kly&rrov, fluvius turbidus) the southern limit of the 
land that had not been conquered when Joshua was 
grown old is said to have heen ' the Shihor which 
is before Egypt,' and the northern one was the 
entering in of Hamath (v. 8 ). Elsewhere the S.W. 
limit of the Promised Land is ' the wady of Egypt ': 
Nu 34 8 ■•; cf. Ezk 47 ,fc * 48>-»- 8 , and see Egypt 
(River of). The southern boundary of Judah, 
also, which corresponded with that of the Promised 
Land, 'went out at the wady (nahal) of Egypt, 
and the goings out of the border were at the sea ' 
(Jos 15 4 ). In the same chapter (v. 47 ) the territory 
of Judah is said to have extended ' unto the wady 
of Egypt and the great sea.' In each of the above 
passages the nahal referred to as forming the 
southern boundary of the Promised Land is the 
same, and it must have been a well-known and 
well-defined feature. Such a feature is found 
in the Wady el-'Artsh, which, with its many 
branches, drains nearly the whole of the desert 
et- Tih. The ' nahal of Egypt ' (2 K 24 7 , Is 27") and 
the ' woTap.61 of Egypt ' (Jtn l 9 ) are also of course 
the Wady el-'Arish. In Isaiah the LXX reads 
'PiroKopovpwy, now el-'Arish. Whether, however, 
this is the same as the Shihor is disputed. It is 
so taken by some {e.g. Knobel, Keil, Konig [Fiinf 
ncue arab. Landschaftsnamen im A T, 1902, p. 37]), 
but Del. (Parad. 311) and Dillm. regard it as the 
easternmost or Pelusiac arm of the Nile ; while, 
according to Brugsch [Steininschrift u. Bibelwort, 
153], it is Shi-Hor, or the ' Horns canal,' mentioned 
in lists of the Ptolemaic period as flowing by the 
border-city of Thiru or Tw (&ee under Shur). 
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2. Shihor is certainly the Nile in 1 the seed of 
Shihor' (Is 23 s vwipjia, nera/MXa* [m» confused with 
nro ; see vv. 8 - *], Nilus) ; and in ' the waters of 
Shihor' (Jer 2 18 CSup Vifiiv (aqua turbida)). 

C. VV. Wilson. 

SHIHOR -LIBN1TH (nj?V -Anv ; B t$ «al 
Aafiavid, A Setwp k. A. ; Skhor et Labanath). — A 
natural feature near, and apparently to the south 
of, Carmel, to which the territory of Asher ex- 
tended (Jos 19 28 ). Eusebius and Jerome (Onom.) 
take Shihor and Libnath to be two distinct places ; 
but modern commentators consider Shihor-fibnath 
to be a river. The meaning of Libnath is 'white,' 
and some authorities have taken the words to 
mean ' the glass river,' which they identify with 
the Bel us (Plin. v. 19),— now the Nahr Na'nUln, — 
a little south of Acre. The Belus, however, is to 
the north of Carmel, whilst the Ixmndary of Asher 
included Dor (Jos 17 11 ), which lay to the south. 
The Shihor-libnath was most probably the Nahr 
ez-Zerka, which has been identified with the river 
Crocodeilon (of Ptolemy, v. xv. 5, xvi. 2 ; Pliny, 
v. 19)— the southern boundary, according to Pliny, 
of Phoenicia (so Keil, Dillmann, et al. ). Shihor, one 
of the names of the Nile (Is 23 s , Jer 2 18 ), may have 
been given to this river because there were crocodiles 
in it ;— they are still found in the Nahr ez-Zerka. 

C W Wilson. 

BHIKKERON (j"n??>; B Zo*x<J0, A 'A*ko/W; 
Sechrona).—A place on the northern boundary of 
Judah, mentioned between Ekron and Mount 
Baalah, the next place westward being Jabneel 
(Jos 15 11 )- The Targum has the form Shicaron, 
Eusebius {Onom.) Saxw/xi", Jerome {Onom.) Sacho- 
rona. The site is unknown (so Dillrn.J. Tobler 
(Drit. Wand. p. 25) identified it with Khurbet 
Sukereir ; but this place lies between Jabneel 
(Yebnah) and Ashdod (Esdud), and is about 4 
miles south west of Jabneel. C. W. Wilson. 

SHILHI (-nte; BA in 2 Chron. 2aXW, B in 
1 Kings Zt/itel, A in 1 Kings SaXaXd, Luc. in both 
2«Xe«). — Father of king Asa's - wife Azubah, who 
was queen-mother in the reign of Jehoshaphat 
(1 K 22*», 2 Ch 20 31 ). It is unusual for the queen- 
mother's father to be named in the summaries 
of the earliest reigns. Besides Shilhi, Absalom 
(1 K 15, Abishalom) and (2 K 8 18 - *) Ahab (or Omri) 
are the only certain cases. 

SHILHIM (D'nfc ; LXX B 2oX^, A ZeXetlfi ; Vulg. 
Silim). — A town of Judah, in the Negeb, or 
South, which is mentioned between Lebaoth and 
Ain (Jos 15 32 ). The site was unknown to Eusebius 
and Jerome (Onom. s. ZaXtd, Selei), and has not yet 
been recovered. In the list of towns allotted to 
Simeon (Jos 19 6 ) its place is taken by Bharuhen, 
and in 1 Ch 4" by Shaaraim (see Shaaraim, No. 2). 

From the reading of the LXX, it has been 
erroneously supposed that Shilhim and Ain are the 
Salim and Aenon of Jn 3 a . See Salim. 

C. W. Wilson. 

BHILLEM, BHILLEMITEB. — See Shallum, 
No. 7. 

BHILOAH.— See Siielah and Siloam. 

BHILOH (usually 8 times iSp, thrice H^tf, Cn 
49'° [see the next art.] rtW ; originally, as the 
gentilic y trv 'Shllonlte' shows, pS?»; LXX Zi)\u, 
2ijXw M , Jg 2l ls - n n B SijXwk).— The situation of 
Shiloh is, in Jg 2I 1B , described with unusual min- 
uteness: it is said to lie 'on the north of Beth-el, 
on the east side of the highway that goeth up 
from Beth-el to Shechem, and on the south of 
Lebonah.' The position of the modern Seilun 
corresponds exactly with this description : as the 
traveller now journeys along the great north road 



which leads to Nablus (the ancient Shechem), he 
passes Beitin (Beth-el) at 10 miles from Jerus. ; 
at about 8 miles N. of Beitin (near Sinjil), if he 
turns to the right for about a mile, and then, at 
Turmus'Aya, turns northwards and crosses a small 
plain, he will see rising before him, at 9J miles 
N.N.E of Beitin, the large rounded Tell, on the 
summit of which is the ruined site of Seilun ; N. of 
the Tell rnns the Wady Seilun, and going down 
this to the W. he will rejoin the high road at a 
point 10 miles N. of Beitin, and a little E. of 
el-Lubban, evidently the Lebonah of Jg 21 3 
miles N.N.W. of Seilun. The most noticeable 
feature in the natural situation of Seilun is its 
seclusion., 'On the E. and N. it is shut in by 
bare and lofty hills of grey limestone, dotted over 
with a few fig-trees ; ' only on the S. is it open to- 
wards the plain iust mentioned. The Tell on 
which Seilun stands is some 1800 ft. in length from 
N. to S., and 900 ft. from E. to W. ; the Wady on 
the N. is a deep valley, in the sides of which are 
many rock -cut sepulchres; at the head of the 
valley on the E., about 3 mile from the Tell, 
there, is a fine spring of water. The site consists 
of nothing more than ' the ruined houses of a 
modern village, with here and there fragments of 
masonry which may date back to Crusading times, 
especially one sloping scarp.' The vineyards (Jg 
21*- ") of Shiloh have disappeared ; but the traces 
of terraces, still visible on the sides of the Tell, 
show that once it was actively cultivated. Below 
the top of the hill, on the N. of the ruins, a kind 
of irregular quadrangle, some 400 ft. from E. to 
W., and 80 ft. from N. to S., has been hewn 
roughly out of the rock ; it has been conjectured 
that this was the site of the ancient sanctuary (see 
below). Leaving the Tell on the S.E., traces of an 
ancient road, about 10 ft. wide, are visible. At the 
S.E. foot of the Tell there is a small disused 
mosque, shaded by a fine oak tree ; and, some 500 
yds. S.E. of this, a building which seems to have 
been once a synagogue, 37 ft. square, built of good 
masonry (see further particulars in Guerin, Samarie, 
ii. (1875) 21-23 ; PEFMcm. ii. 367-370, with a plan 
of the Tell ; Conder, Tent Work 3 , 44-46). 

Shiloh is mentioned frequently in the .earlier 
history of Israel. It lay in the territory of Eph- 
raim, 12 miles S. of Shechem. It was the spot at 
which, after leaving Gilgal, the ark and tent of 
meeting were stationed, and where also, according 
to tradition, Joshua divided the land by lot be- 
tween the tribes (Jos 18 8 - "• 10 JE ; 18 1 19" 21* 22"- » 
P). It continued to b^e the principal Isr. sanctuary 
throughout the period of the Judges (cf. Jg 18' 1 
'all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh') 
till the age of Samuel (1 S 1-4). The narrative of 
Jg 21** — which, whatever may be the case with 
some other parts of Jg 19-21, is certainly ancient — 
introduces us to a primitive stage of religious feel- 
ing and practice in Israel: we hear of 'Jahweh's 
pilgrimage,' held annually in Shiloh, and of the 
maidens of Shiloh coming out to dance in the 
choruses (cf. Ex IS* 32 1 ") ; the feast, to judge from 
the terms in which it is spoken of, seems (like that 
of Shechem, Jg 9 s7 ) to have been at this time 
hardly more than a local village festival, though it 
may have already been attended by pilgrims Irom 
the neighbourhood, and in 1 S 1-2 appears to have 
developed into an early form of what is called in 
JE the 'pilgrimage of Ingathering' (Ex 23 M 34 SJ ), 
or (D, P, and later) the ' pilgrimage of Booths ' (cf. 
Wellh. Hist. 94) : on the particular occasion referred 
to, the Benjamites, laying wait for the women in 
the vineyards, captured them, and carried them 
home as wives. In 1 S 1-4 (cf. 14 s , 1 K 2 s7 ) Eli and 
his two sons are priests at Shiloh ; the ark is still 
there, till it is carried oil' (4 sff -) to l>e a protection 
to the Israelites in their battles with the 1'hilis- 
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tines; a pilgrimage is made to it 'from year to 
year' (fiy?; dv?;p I s 2 19 [cf. I 21 ] : so Ex 13", Jg 11* 
21"), for purposes of sacrifice, at the 'coming 
round of the days' (I s0 , cf. Ex 34 sa ), i.e. at the 
arrival of the new year, when the pilgrimage of 
Ingathering (*rp*n an Ex. i.e.) was held ; Elkanah 
and his household go up to it regularly (l 21 2 ,9b ) 
from their home— probably (see Kamah, 6) either 
at Ram-allah, 12 miles to the S.W., or at Beit 
Rima, 12 miles to the W. ; and the youthful 
Samuel is presented there to Jahweh, to minister 
before Him ( l* 8 -" 2 11 etc. ). The sanctuary in which 
the ark is, is however no longer, as in the Pent., 
a ' tabernacle ' or ' tent ' (Sik) ; it is a fixed structure, 
a 'temple' fa<n 1" 3") or 'house' (l 7 - 24 ), with a 
'door-post' (apuj l 9 ) and 'doors' (nVn^ 3") : see, 
further, Tabernacle. The representation in 1 S 
1-4, taken as a whole, points to the existence 
of a more considerable religious centre, and a 
more fully organized system of religious observ- 
ances, than appear to be implied by the terms 
of Jg 21 ,9 «. The sanctuary of Shiloh is not, 
however, after 1 S 1-4, again referred to in the 
history ; and it seems in fact that, shortly after 
the events narrated in these chapters, it was de- 
stroyed, probably by the Philistines; in eh. 22 (v. 11 cf. 
with 14 s ), it may be observed, the priesthood settled 
formerly at Shiloh appears at Nob. The recollec- 
tion of this disaster was so vividly impressed upon 
the people's memory that long afterwards Jeremiah 
could refer to it as a token of what J" might do 
then to His temple in Jerusalem (Jer 7 12 ' But go 
ye now to my place [i.e. my sacred place], which 
was in Shiloh, where I caused my name to dwell at 
the first, and see what I did to it for the wicked- 
ness of my people Israel,' v. 14 ; 26* ' I will make 
this house like Shiloh,' v. 9 ) ; and it is alluded to 
also by a late psalmist (Ps 78 60 ' He forsook the 
dwelling-place of Shiloh, the tent he had caused 
to dwell among men'). It is indeed very possible 
that the narrative of this disaster formed the 
original sequel of 1 S 4 lb -7 1 , and that when the 
Book of Samuel assumed its present form it was 
omitted to make room for 7 J -8. Shiloh itself, 
however, continued to be inhabited ; for the pro- 
phet Ahijah, who promised Jeroboam the kingdom 
of the ten tribes, was a native of it (1 K ll* 1 12 18 
[=2 Ch 10'»] 15 29 ; cf. 2Ch 9*) ; and Jeroboam's wife 
went there to consult him when her husband was 
ill (1 K 14 2 - *) : see also Jer 41 s . 

Though a few medircval writers were acquainted with the 
site of Shiloh (Moore, Judges, p. 451 n.), it was practically un- 
known from the time of -Jerome till it was rediscovered by 
Robinson, HHP ii. 268-270. Cf. Stanley, SP 231-S. Jerome 
speaks of the remains of an altar as just visible there : Epi- 
taph. Paulas (iv. 2, p. 076, ed. Bened.), 'Quid narrem Silo, in 
qua altare dirutum hodieque ruonstratur '.' ; Comm. on Zeph 
1 14 (ii i. 1655), ' vix altaris fundamenta inonstrantur.' 

S. R. Driver. 

SHILOH (ffW, Sam. rhp), Gn 49 ,u . — i. In ex- 
amining the various interpretations that have been 
given of this passage, it will be convenient to 
take first those adopted by AV and RV, or admitted 
into RVra. There are four of tliem. 

(1) ' Until Shiloh come.' — This reudering did not 
appear in any translation of the Bible before the 
16th cent., though some authority for it might 
have been found in a fanciful Talm. passage. The 
Wyclif VSS followed the Vulg. (qui mittendus est, 
reading apparently nh?) •. ' till Tie come that shall be 
(or is to be) sent.' Coverdale's Bible of 1535 has ' till 
the worthye come.' Seb. Miinster's version (1534) 
was the first to treat the word as a name : quousque 
veniat Silo. John Rogers (1537) has 'until Sylo 
come.' Matthew, Taverner, the Great Bible, and 
the Bishops' Bible all adopt it : ' till Shiloh come.' 

The difficulty in the way of this rendering is to 
find a meaning for Shiloh as a designation of the 
Messiah. The only indication of a desire to make 



it a proper name appears in the Talm. passage 
alluded to above, Sana. 986 : ' Rab said. The world 
was created only for the sake of David ; Samuel 
said, It was for the sake of Moses ; R. Yochanan 
said, It was only for the sake of the Messiah. 
What is his name? Those of the school of R. 
Shila say, Shiloh .is his name, as it is said " Until 
Shiloh come." Those of the school of R. Yannai say, 
Yinnon is his name, as it is said (Ps 72'), Before 
the sun let his name be propagated (yinnon). Those 
of the school of R. Chaninah say, Chaninah is his 
name, as it is said (Jer 16 13 ), J or I will give you 
no favour (hanina).' This attempt to connect 
the Messiah's name with that of some favourite 
teacher, of course renders the passage worthless as 
an authority. ' 

Even as a title Shiloh cannot be legitimately 
supported. It has been taken as an abstract noun 
put for a concrete, ' till rest (or a rest- or peace- 
giver) come.' This interpretation has been adopted 
"by Vater, Justi, Rosenmuller, Winer, Baumgarten- 
Crusins, Hengstenberg, Reinke, Gesenius (Lex.), 
Murphy, and others, though many of these writers 
understand by the peace-giver Solomon or some 
other earthly ruler, not the Messiah. But the 
philological difficulties in its way are very great. 
The form rhv presupposes a verb or which 
does not exist. It cannot be legitimately derived 
from njtf. Besides, this verb is so often associated 
with the idea of careless, worldly ease, that a title 
of the Messiah is not very likely to have been 
derived from it. 

A different justification of Shiloh = Messiah is 
attempted in the Targum pseudo- Jonathan, and 
the MT n*rv may rest on it. It makes it mean 
' his son.' But there is no Heb. word "?t. 

Even could these difficulties be surmounted, a 
greater one remains in the way of the AV and 
RV rendering. The announcement of the Messiah 
by name or title is out of place in a patriarchal 
blessing. Even a late editor would not so glar- 
ingly have violated the proprieties of time. The 
absence of NT reference is also strongly against 
such an interpretation. 

(2) 'Until he come to Shiloh.' This has much 
in its favour. Shiloh, wherever else it occurs, 
denotes the Ephraimite town. It is natural to take 
it so here. The construction of the sentence and 
the parallelism both suggest this rendering. In 
1 S 4' 3 the very phrase occurs, "6y dap. . 

Taken so, the clause is understood to refer to 
the assembling of Israel as a nation at Shiloh 
(Jos 18'), when Judah may be supposed to have 
iost the pre-eminence or tribe-leadership held by 
it in the wanderincs (Nu 10", Jg l 2 - lu , Jos 15). 
This interpretation does not necessarily affect the 
Messianic character of the whole passage, though 
it no longer attaches the thought to the word 
Shiloh. The view is undoubtedly an attractive 
one. We see Judah, the honoured of his brethren, 
marching in triumphal progress to the national 
sanctuary, and there laying down the emblems of 
authority in order to enjoy the fruits of peace, 
while the nations around bow submissive to his 
sway. And if, as seems not unlikely, an effort 
was made to constitute Shiloh a political as well 
as a religious centre, thus anticipating Jerus., this 
interpretation becomes still more attractive. 

The objections to it are twofold. First, oqv and 
ppr© seem to suggest sovereignty rather than mere 
tribal pre-eminence (see art. Lawgiver, vol. iiL 
p. 83"). The historical difficulty is still greater. 
No particular place is assigned to Judah in the 
histories in connexion with Shiloh. Indeed its 
rdle took it, not to Shiloh, but to Hebron and its 
neighbourhood. To obviate this difficulty some 
commentators supply a general subject to the verb, 
'till one or the people come-' But, even so, an 
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objection remains. It is out of keeping with the 
spirit of the patriarchal blessings to affix a limit 
to the prosperity of a tribe. In the case of Judah 
especially, we should expect a further outlook, and 
it seems too violent to explain 'Judah will lead till 
Canaan is sul>dued and after.' [Cf., however, the 
use of ifi in Ps 110 1 11 2 s ; see Ox/. JJeb. Lex. s. iy, 
II. 16]. 

Many good names, however, support the render- 
ing just discussed. Among them are Eichhoro, 
Herder, Ewald, Bleek, Delitzsch, Dillmann [pro- 
visionally ; but thinking (so also Holz.) that a 
really satisfactory explanation is not to be found], 
S. Davidson, Strack (and Kodiger, Thes., giving pro- 
minence to the idea of peace or rest in Shiloh). 
Influenced by the objections stated above, Hitzig, 
Tuch, and G. Baur would translate '9"iy as long as, 
on the analogy of Hor. Od. iii. 30. (7-9) ; cf. Verg. 
AZn. ix. 446-449. But Shiloh had been destroyed 
long before Judah obtained real supremacy. It is 
as a fallen rival to Jerusalem that prophets allude 
to the place. 

(3) 'Until that which is his shall come.' This 
follows the reading nV» a poetical equivalent of 
»S tpi;. It was presumably the reading of the LXX 
(and Theod.), who render tus Slp f\0y rd inroKtlntva, 
a.irr$, ' till the things reserved for him come.' This 
is adopted, with some hesitation, by Driver. But, 
as Dillm. says, a for the relative in an apparently 
Judsean text would be very strange. The inde- 
terminate expression of the Messianic hope is in 
its favour. 

(4) ' Until he come whose it is.' This follows a 
variant reading of LXX £ da-iiceiTat, a reading lend- 
ing itself so readily to Christian exegesis that we 
do not wonder at its adoption by the Fathers, 
e.g. Justin, Ap. i. 32 (supplying shortly after t6 
8atrl\etov), Ignat. Phil, (longer form), Iren. IV. x. 
2, Origen (frequently). It was adopted also by 
Onkelos ('the Messiah, whose is the kingdom'), 
the Peahitta, and Sa'adya (10th cent.). The ren- 
dering is, however, a doubtful one, though it is 
adopted by Gunkel ; for the subject 'it' (not) is. 
missing: Onkelos' version is a paraphrase which 
may or may not be legitimate. Ezk 21 M (Heb.) 
presents a somewhat similar phrase i 1 ? iytt xa is 
OffOQ ; but the subject in the relative clause is 
here expressed. Still, whether original or not, 
this reading seems to express a right sense ; cf. 
(6) below. 

ii. Other suggestions are— (I) 'Till tranquillity 
come.' This assumes the existence of a very 
possible riff or n$y = peace. But it leaves the 
sentence without an explanation of S*?), and the 

girallelism suffers. It has the support of lieuss, 
nobel, Friedlander. 

(2) ' Till he conies to peacefulness or a place of 
rest ' (also W). So Kurtz, Oehler, and Perowne. 

(3) ' Till he comes to that which is his own.' 
So Orelli (Alttest. Weiss, von d. Vollendung des 
Gottesreiches, 1882, p. 137 ff. [ = 0T Proph. 117 ff.]), 
comparing Dt 33 7 ; and apparently Ball. 

(4) Lagarde (Onom. Sacra, 1870, ii. 96), compar- 
ing Mai 3 1 , conjectures, as Matthew Hiller had done 
before him, rh'xj = his desired one. This is accepted 
by Bickell {farm. VT Metrice, 1882, p. 188). Driver 
objects that the word savours of Syr. rather than 
Heb., and that the sense asked is not suitable here. 

(5) Wellhausen, in his Geschichte, p. 375 ( 1878), 
threw out the suggestion that Sb) was a gloss 
explanatory of nW. ' Till he come to whom is the 
obedience,' etc. But this destroys the parallelism 
and the symmetry of the verse. 

(6) Wellh. (Comp. 321), abandoning (5), thinks 
that the verse denotes in some way an ideal limit 
of time, the coming of the Messiah, and pre- 
supposes (as in fact the terms of vv. 8 * 9 do likewise) 
the Davidic monarchy [he does not say clearly 



how he understands flWj. This view of the pas- 
sage certainly seems correct. In spite of the diffi- 
culties connected with rfrv, the words do seem to 
refer to the transition of the power of Judah into 
the hands of an ideal ruler. 

(7) Cheyne (Isaiah, ii. [1884] Essay iv.) thinks the 
text was once fuller, and would read rh nsr or Dpi'. 

(8) Neubauer, Athcnteum, May 30th, 1885, pro- 
poses to read ohv, i.e. Jerusalem, 'until he come 
to Salem' (cf. Ball), with allusion to the establish- 
ment of the Davidic kingdom. This, of course, 
implies that oar has the meaning ' leader's staff,' 
not 'sceptre* (cf. p. 500 b bottom). 

It may be noticed that the Messianic tone of 
the passage is independent of the reading of this 
clause, being conveyed by the clause succeeding it. 

Literature. — Besides above citations and references see 
Driver in Camb. Journal of Phil. vol. xiv. No. 27, 1886 
(synopsis and explanation of Kabbin. and other interpretations), 
and Expositor, 3rd series, vol. ii. [1885] p. 10 S. ; 8. Davidson, 
Jntrod. to OT, vol. i. ; Kurtz, Hint. Old Corrnanl. vol. ii.; 
the Comm. on On W> ; and the hist, and exeg. discussion in 
O. Baur, AltUtt. Weiuagung (1801), 227-290. 

A. S. Aglen. 

BHILONITE («jS> ; in 2 Ch 9» '^V ; 1U'\ Neh 
ll 6 — Gentilic name from Shiloh (which see 
ad init. p. 449 s ). It is applied in the OT to 1. 
Ahijah (see vol. L p. 56*). 2. A Judahite familv, 
settled at Jerusalem after the Exile, Neh 11* (A V 
wrongly Shiloni), 1 Ch 9 s . In these last two 

Sassages we should prob. read "jjp Shelanite (cf. 
Tu 26-" ), i.e. descendant of Shelah, one of the 
sons of Judah. The LXX readings are : B Z?/\«- 
ytlr V s (IK 11 s9 12" 15*, 2 Ch 8* 10 15 ), ZijWei 
(1 Ch 9 s ), AnAwv<< (Neh 11") ; A (in the same three 
groups of passages, respectively) ZjjXw^tijs, ZrjXuA, 
'HXwW ; Luc. (in Neh 11") ZjjXeW. 

SHIL8HAH (toW ; BA 2aWd, Luc. SeXe/wrd*).— 
An Asherite, 1 Cn 7". 

8HIHEA See Shammua, No. 2. 2. 

A Merarite, 1 Ch (B Zo^rd, A Za M d, Luc. 

Za M ad). 3. A Gershonite, 1 Ch 6™ (*» (Zt^ad). 4. 
See Shammah, No. 2. 

BHTHEAH (rupp ; B Zepad, A Za/xed , Luc. Zajtad). 
— A descendant of Jehiel the ' father' of Gibeon, 
1 Ch 8 N , called in 9* 1 Shimeam (owjr ; B« Luc. 
Xanad, A Za/td). 

SHIMEAM. — See Shimeaii. 

SHIMEATH (nyctf or ny^ ; LXX in 2 Kings 
'IcnovdO, B in 2 Chron. Za/td, AZa/idfl, Luc. Za/xad0). 
— One of the murderers of king Joash of Judah is 
called son of Shimeath (2 K 12- 1 ( Heb. «), 2 Ch 24»). 
His own name in 1 Kings is given as Jozacar. But 
the evidence of 2 Chron., and in a leas degree 
the witness of Heb. MSS, suggest that the name 
was originally Jehozabad (see Jozacar). This is 
the name of the second assassin also. It is there- 
fore significant that in the text of 2 Chron. the 
one is ni"DC>-p and the other n"ocr|3. It becomes 
highly probable that the historian named one 
assassin only, and that a second has been created 
by dittography and textual corruption. If so, 
Shimeath is probably the original of the variants 
Shomer, Shimrith, and Shimeath. In the present 
text of 2 Chron. Shimeath is plainly a woman, an 
Ammonitess. But in the light of the hypothesis 
here maintained there is equal reason to adopt the 
alternative 'Moabite' from the following clause, 
and the one throws doubt on the other. Probably 
Shimeath's Ammonite nationality belongs to a 
later amplification of the narrative. It is then 
most natural to suppose that the father of Jozacar 
(Jehozabad) was named Shimeath, and not his 
mother, yoo ' to hear ' is the root of a number of 
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Jiroper names both in Hebrew and the cognate 
anguages (Shimea, Shiinei, etc.). 

W. B. Stevenson. 
SHIMEATHITES (D'proy ; BA 2ana0telfi, Luc. 
2ana0tli>). — A minor subdivision of the Calebites 
(1 Ch 2**). They are represented as belonging 
to that section or generation which inhabited 
districts near Jerusalem. They appear to be a 
dependency of Bethlehem as the text stands (cf. 
v. 1 "). Possibly they are named as one of the 
' families of the scribes which dwelt at Jabez.' 
In that case it is unlikely that the name is derived 
from the name of a place. The Vulgate does not 
transcribe, it translates rtsonantcs. Wellh. (de 
Gentibus, 1870) implicitly suggests the meaning 
' traditionists ' (p. 30). This would no doubt 
stamp the record as a description of the post- 
exilic distribution of the population of Judah 
( vv »b-» according to Wellh. s conjecture). Simi- 
larly, but in appearance less logically, the state- 
ment : cancntes (Vnlg. tr. of ' Tirathites ') et 
resonantes ideo scribuntur eo quod assidue in 
Lege Dei et in Prophetis versabantur (Jerome, 
Opera, ed. Vallar. s iii. 855). But the Shimeathites 
may be distinct from the ' families of the scribes,' 
ana the name may denote the inhabitants of a 
locality other than Jabez. The state of the text 
even suggests that they were a dependency of 
some other town than Bethlehem, now unnamed. 
It is not clear who are designated ' Kenites ' by 
the last clause of v. 66 . The Kenites were closely 
allied to the Calebites. See, further, Wellh. at 
Gentibus ; also art. Genealogy, § IV. 39. 

W. B. Stevenson. 
SHIHEI (T?tf ; B ~Ltp*d always, A 'Ltfui always 
except in Samuel and Kings). — 1. Second son of 
Gerslion, Ex 6", Nu 3 18 - 21 , 1 Ch 6" 23 7 - 10 . In 
Zee 12" 1 the family of the Bhimeitea ' (<f>vMi rod 
Zvntup) is specified merely as a typical instance of 
a division of the tribe of Levi, which would mourn 
apart from the other divisions. In 1 Ch 23" 
Shimei must be a mistake for one of the sons of 
Libni or Ladan mentioned in the previous verse. 
2. ' A man of the family of the house of Saul,' 
2 S 16» " ID 1 "-*, 1 K 2»- o-*": He is called son of 
Gera, by which it is probably meant that he was 
descended from Gera, son or grandson of Benjamin 
(Gn 46- 1 , 1 Ch 8 s - B ). The incident so graphically 
described in 2 S 16 8ff - must not be regarded as an 
isolated outrage committed by an individual acting 
on a momentary impulse. Its true significance 
will be seen when it is taken in connexion with 
the rebellion of Sheba a Benjamite (2 S 20), which 
occurred very shortly afterwards. The Ben jamites 
never quite forgave David for his having prevailed 
over the house of Saul ; and later on, when the 
great schism took place, the most important of 
the Benjamite towns, such as Bethel and Jericho, 
sided against the Davidic dynasty. David cer- 
tainly was not directly responsible for the death 
either of Abner or of Islibosheth (2 S 3 s7 4"), but 
his complicity in their murders may very possibly 
have been suspected by Saul's adherents. It would 
be remembered, too, that David's men had origin- 
ally formed a division of the Philistine army ( 1 S 28 1 
29-) that killed Saul and his three sons, and more 
recently seven of Saul's sons had been sacrificed 
by the Gibeonites with David's sanction (2 S 21"). 

When the king was returning in triumph, 
Shimei was among the first to greet him, ' the 
first of all the house of Joseph.' Josephus (Ant. 
VII. xi. 2) says that he assisted Ziba and the men 
of Judah in laying a bridge of boats over the river 
Jordan. In any case he poured forth an abject 
apology for his past misconduct, and obtained a 
promise that his life would not be forfeited for it. 
As David's strong sense of submission to God's 
will had previously made him restrain Abishai 



from taking summary vengeance on the insulter, 
so now, realizing that by the mercy of God he was 
beginning his reign afresh, he felt that it was 
fitting that the occasion should be marked by the 
customary exhibition of royal clemency (cf. 1 S 
11", 2 K 25"). Perhaps David never forgot that 
* grievous curse,' every letter of which was signifi- 
cant, as was afterwards said (Jerome, Qu. Hcb.), or 
forgave the utterer of it ; and a late (?) writer in 
1 K 2 records that years afterwards he recalled it 
in his dying charge to Solomon, and bade him 
devise some means whereby Shimei's hoar head 
might be brought down to the grave with blood. 

This narrative, if taken as historical (which Wellh., Stade, 
and others deny it to be), has given rise to much discussion. 
It has often been unred that, in acting: as he did, David 'kept 
the word of promise to the ear, and broke it to the hope.' Let 
it at once be acknowledged that the spirit of David, if he gave 
the charge ascribed to him, was not that of Christ. Is there 
not an anachronism involved in the supposition that it should 
be? But, even apart from that, it does not seem likely that 
David's promise, as recorded by the historian, ' Thou shalt not 
die,' or, as recollected by himself, 4 1 will not put thee to death 
with the sword' (' non te interflciam glodio sea lingua,' Jerome, 
Qu. I(rb.\ could have been understood by Shimei as a,n un- 
conditional one ; and in tact, however strongly we may con- 
demn David's unforgiving spirit, it cannot be denied that 
Shimei's execution was solely due to his own folly. * His blood 
was upon his own head.' It should be noted that, in the agree- 
ment that Solomon made with him, ' the brook Kidron 1 (1 K 2") 
is to be understood as meaning the city boundaries in any direc- 
tion. Shimei would not cross the Kidron when going to Oath. 

3. An eminent man who remained loyal to 
David when Adonijah rebelled (1 K l 8 ). It is 
very uncertain who he was. Jos. (Ant. VII. xiv. 4) 
vaguely calls him 'David's friend.' Jerome (Qu. 
JJeb. in loc. ) identifies him with No. 2. Other con- 
jectures are that he was the same as No. 4 or No. 8. 

4. A brother of David (2 S 21"), otherwise 
known as Shammah (1 S 16 9 17"), Shlmeah (2 S 
13 s ), and Shimea (1 Ch 2" 20 7 ). 5. The son of 
Ela, one of Solomon's commissariat officers. His 
district was Benjamin (1 K 4 18 ). 6. Brother of 
Zerubbabel (1 Ch 3", B om.). 7. Apparently 
grandson of Simeon (1 Ch 4 a * 47 ). He had six- 
teen sons and six daughters, and is specially noted 
as having been the most prolific of all his tribe. 
8. A Reubenite, son of Joel (1 Ch 5 4 . A has Ee/wi* 
in the first occurrence of the name) ; possibly the 
same as Shema in v. 8 9. B Zojuef, a Levite, son 
of Merari (1 Ch 6 s8 ). 10. A Levite, in the pedi- 
gree of Asaph, David's precentor (1 Ch 6*). He is 
omitted in v. 20 . 11. A Benjamite chief, 1 Ch 8*". 
See Shema, No. 2. 12. B 'E/ieel, son of Jeduthun, 
who gave his name to the tenth course of Levites 
(1 Ch 25 17 ). His name is omitted in MT of v. s , 
but the LXX has it there after ' Jeshaiah.' 13. 
The Ramathite (1 Ch 27 s7 ), one of David's officers. 
He was ' over the vineyards.' 14. A Levite ' of the 
sons of Heman,' in trie reign of Hezekiah (2 Ch 
29") ; one of those who took a leading part in the 
purification of the temple. Perhaps the same 
person is meant in 2 Ch 31 1 * 1 *, where he is the 
second Levitical superintendent over the 'oblations 
and tithes ' which were stored in the house of the 
Lord. 15. A Levite (Ezr 10 33 BA Za/xoO, K Za/xovB ; 
1 Es 9 s3 Semeii). 18. A layman ' of the sons of 
Hashum ' (Ezr 10 33 , 1 Es 9 s3 Semei). 17. A layman 
'of the sons of Bani' (Ezr 10 s ", 1 Es 9 s4 Someis). 
These la*>t three are in the list of those who 
married foreign wives. 18. A Benjamite in the 
pedigree of Mbrdecai (Est 2 s ), called in Ad. Est 11 s 
Semeias. N. J. D. White. 

8HIME0N (py?Vi the name that appears else- 
where as Simeon).— One of the sons of Harim, who 
had married a foreign wife, Ezr 10 S1 ; BA Z^wr, 
Luc. Zvfietiv. 

SHIMON ; B Ze^*, A Ztpeubw, Luc. Za/d). 
—The eponym of a Judahite family, 1 Ch 4 s0 . 
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SHIMRATH (rrntf ; BA ZapapdO, Luc Zapaptl).— 
A Benjamite, 1 Ch 8 al . 

BHIMRI A Simeonite, 1 Ch 4 r (B 

Tapdp, A lapapiat, Luc. Za.pa.pel). 2. The father 
of one of David's heroes, 1 Ch 11** (B Zaptpl, A 
and Luc. 1a.pa.pl). 3. The eponym of a family of 
gatekeepers, 1 Ch 28 10 (BA QvX&trfforrci [translating, 
as if nj*&], Luc. Zapapl). *. A Levite, 2 Ch 29" (B 
Zapflpti, A and Luc. ZapPpl). 

BHIMRITH.— See Shimeath. 



'Apppir, Luc. 'ApPpdp), 1 Ch 7 l (B Zepepii*, A 
Zappdp, Luc. Zo^pdv). The gentilic name Bhim- 
ronitaa (TCyrt; B* Zapapavel, B' b Zappapel, A 
'Ap.ppo.lul, Luc. 'ApPpapi) occurs in Nu 26- M <-*•». 

BHIHRON (p-sj?> 'watch-height'; B Zi/Motfr, A 
SeM/xk- (Jos 19"), A Zoptpu* (ll 1 ), A Zappw* (12 50 ); 
Scmeron, Semron). — One of the towns whose kings 
Jahin, king of Hazor, called to his assistance 
when he heard of Joshua's conquest of Southern 
Palestine (Jos ll 1 ). It was afterwards allotted 
to the tribe of Zebulun (Jos 19"). Its site is un- 
known ; Dillm. enumerates various conjectures. 
Neubauer (Geog. du Talmud, p. 189) identifies it, 
very improbably, with the Simonia (trriD'D) of 
the Talmud, the Simonias of Josephus ( Vit. § 24), 
now SemUnieh, a small village, 5 miles west of 
Nazareth, and not far from Bethlehem (Beit 
Lahrn), which is mentioned with it in Jos 19 15 
(PEF Mem. i. 339). Riehm (HWB) considers a 
site so far south in Lower Galilee unlikely, and 
would identify it with es-Scmeirtyeh, a village 
about 3 miles north of Acre, and not far from 
Ke/r Yastf. C. W. Wilson. 

BHIHRON - MERON (f>trq frqj ; B Zvpodr . . . 
Ma/xpwd, A lappuv . . . •baa yd . . . Mapuiv ; Simeron 
Maron). — A Canaanite town, west of Jordan, 
whose king was' amongst those whom Joshua 
smote (Jos 12 30 ). Comparing its position in the 
list with that of Shimron in the list given in Jos 
ll 1 , it seems probable that the two places are 
identical. The LXX treat Shimron and Meron 
as two places, and in this they are followed by 
Eusebius (Onom.). Possibly Shimron-meron was 
the full name of Shimron. Schrader (KAT 2 p. 
163; cf. Del. Parodies, 286 f.) identifies it with 
Samsimuruna, a Canaanite royal city mentioned 
in inscriptions of Sennacherib, Esarnaddon, and 
Assurbanipal, and places it at es - Semeiriyeh, 
following Socin (in Baedeker's Pal.). See also 
Shimron. C. W. Wilson. 

BHIMSHAI ('&}<?).— The scribe or secretary of 
Rehum, Ezr 4 8 - »• 17 - 23 (B Zapaeci, Zapai, laptaii, 
Zaptird ; A has Zapcal and Luc. Zapaias through- 
out). He is called in 1 Es 2 18 SAMELLIUS. 

BHIN ({?) and 8IN (fc»).— The twenty-first letter 
of the Hebrew alphabet, and as such employed in 
the 119th Psalm to designate the 21st part, each 
verse of which in Heb. begins with this letter in 
one or other of its two forms. These are trans- 
literated in this Dictionary by sh and * respectively. 
On the question when the two forms of the letter 
began to be distinguished by the so-called dia- 
critical point, and for a strong plea in favour of 
the order shin-sin, instead of the customary sin- 
shin, in Heb. Grammars and Dictionaries, see 
Nestle in Transactions of the IXth and Xlth 
• International Congress of Orientalists (Semitic 
section). 



SHINAB (2K}P, Zfvradp, Sennaab).— The king of 
Admah who was attacked by Chedorlaomer and 
his allies (Gn 14-'). The name has been supposed 
(of. Frd. Delitzsch, Paradies, 294) to be the same 
as that of Sanibu who is mentioned by Tiglath- 
pileser III. as king of Ammon. The reading, how- 
ever, is quite uncertain, the LXX form having the 
support also of the Sam. 

BHINAR (n/j5> ; LXX ?t*v*ip, E Zercufp Gn 14 1 ; 
-rn Zwadp [Theod. Zewodp] Dn 1 J ; Sennaar).— The 
n&me given, in the OT, to the country known as 
Babylonia, elsewhere called Babel or land of Babel 
{'erez Babel), from the name of its chief city. In 
Gn 10 10 it is described as the district in which 
were situated the four great cities of Babylonia, 
namely, Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, which 
were the beginning of Nimrod's kingdom, and 
in Gn 1 1 2 it is spoken of as a place where there was 
a plain, wherein early migrants in the east settled, 
founded the city Babel or Babylon, and built a 
tower, afterwards known as ' the Tower of Babel.' 
In Is ll 11 the Heb. Shin'ar is rendered by the LXX 
as 'Babylonia,' and in Zee 5 11 by 'the land of 
Babylon,' thus showing that the two terms were 
practically synonymous. To all appearance Ellasar 
or Larsa, ana the district of which it was capital, 
does not seem to have been included in this term 
(Gn 14 1 *"). In Syriac Sen'ar was used of the 
country around Baghdad (Ges. s.v.). 

The most common explanation of the word 
Shinar is, that it is derived from an earlier form 
of the Babylonian Sumer, & dialectic form of an as 
yet unfound non-Semitic Senger, just as dimmer is 
the dialectic form of the non-Semitic dingir, * god.' 
It cannot be said, however, that this explanation, 

Slausible as it seems to be, is entirely v satisfactory. 
ensen objects (ZKSF ii. 419) that Sumer stands 
for south Babylonia, whilst Shinar, on the con- 
trary', indicates the north, and he puts forward for 
consideration, whether Tindir, the name of the city 
of Babylon as the ' Seat of Life,' may not go back 
to an original form Singar (Singir), comparing, for 
the interchange between d and g, agar and its 
dialectic form adar. Like most of Jensen's pro- 

Eosals, this is suggestive, but at the same time 
ardly convincing. Hommel, in the art. BABY- 
LONIA (vol. i. p. 224 b ), derives Shinar from Ki- 
Imgir through the intermediate forms Shingar, 
Shumir (=Sumer), and Shimir, Ki-Imgir being an 
older form of Ki-Ingi, ' the region of lngi,' which 
was rendered Sumer by the Semitic- Babylonians. 
It will thus be seen that he does not recognize the 
force of Jensen's objection with regard to the 
geographical position. 

One thing, nowever, is certain, and that is, that 
the Heb. Shin'ar to all appearance represents the 
whole of Babylonia, excepting the district of which 
Larsa was the capital (see above). This being the 
case, it corresponds with the Kingi-Uraof the non- 
Semitic texts, which is translated in the bilingual 
inscriptions by the expression ' Sumer and Akkad ' 
— that is to say, not only N. Babylonia, but S. 
Babylonia also. The question, therefore, naturally 
arises, whether a modification of Homrael's theory 
would not furnish the best explanation. That k 
changed, in the non-Semitic idiom, into S, is proved 
by the post-position for ' to,' which was pronounced 
either leu or &u. This would produce the form Singi- 
Ura, from which the Heb. Shin'ar [Sin'ar) might 
easily have been derived.* It is noteworthy that, 
from the geographical point of view, such an ex- 

Slanation of the word would leave nothing to be 
esired. 

The latest or one of the latent identifications of Shinar ii 
with SatUuir of the Tel cl-Anuuna tablets (Winckler 26 = London 



• At least one compound group indicates the possible value cf 
H for the character ki, whilst two others suggest that of eiie. 
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Na 5). This, however, requires much further light before it 
i can be admitted into the bounds of likely theories. The only 
statement with regard to Sanhar made by the letter in question 
is a reference to gifts which the king of gatti (Heth, the 
Hittitee) and the king of San bar had made to the writer, the 
king of Alaiia. W. Max Miiller (A situ und Buropa, p. 279) 
identifies Sanhar with Xyyttp*, the modern Sin jar. 

Burner, generally regarded as the Babylonian original of 
Shinor, is usually found coupled with the name of the sister- 
province Akkad, of which the Accad of On 1010 was the capital 
As stated above, the two provinces together are called Kingi - 
Ura in the non-Semitic inscriptions, rendered, in the bilingual 
texts, by the words rrUU Su-me-ri u Ak-ka-di-i, ' the land of 
Sumer and Akkad.' The first component of the non-Semitic 
equivalent, Kingi (also written Kengi), is explained as nuilu, 
'country,' and Ura as Akkadu or Akkad. Kingi therefore 
meant ' country ' par excellence— in fact, in the bilingual inscrip- 
tion of SamaS-eum-ukin (5 R. 62, 40a b), kingi- Ura is translated 
by the words mdt Akkadi, ' the land of Akkad.' 

The original language of the country of Shinar 
was to all appearance non-Semitic, and it is very 
likely that, as already indicated, the Heb. word in 
question may be derived from that idiom. It is 
true that several Assyriologists (notably Halevy, 
the leader of the school) regard this language as 
being more or less artificial (see art. Accad) ; but 
that it should be so is hardly likely, the idiom in 
question (often called Akkadian in England, and 
generally called Sumerian on the Continent) differ- 
ing considerably from Semitic Babylonian, not 
only in words, but also in grammatical forms. 
Among the chief differences may be cited the use 
of suffixes instead of prefixes to express the pre- 
positions (Sa-ni-iu or ia-ni-ku, 'to nis house,' lit. 
' house-his-to '), the use of long strings of verbal 

Jtrefixes, suffixes, or infixes (innan-lal for inna-in- 
al, 'it lie weighed,' gab-indaria, 'he opposed,' lit. 
• breast-him-with-(he)-set '), the use of compound 
words (ki-dur, 'seat,' lit. ' place(of)-sitting,' (lu)- 
gubba-igi, 'attendant,' lit. ' (nian)-standing-before,' 
ia-bat, ' sabbath,' lit. ' heart-rest,' Sa-hula, 'heait- 
joy,' and many others), and the numerical system, 
which goes up to 5, and then begins a new series, 
combining the numbers of the first (dS for ia-ai, 
'five-one =*six,' imina for ia-mina, ' five-two' = 
'seven,' etc.). The objection that this ancient 
idiom cannot be a real language, but only a system 
of writing, because the same or similar words occur 
in it and in Semitic Babylonian, is easily explained 
away by the fact that, when two nationalities live 
together, in close intercourse, words and phrases 
are extensively borrowed on both sides : and this 
was certainly the case here. 

In support of the contention that there was 
another race and another language in the land of 
Shinar than the Semitic, may be cited the fact 
that the oldest sculptures give, to all appearance, 
examples of a race not possessing the Semitic type 
of the later Babylonians, but one differing con- 
siderably from it. The Semitic inhabitants of 
Shinar were thick -set and muscular, as the 
cylinder-seals of Semitic work and the later monu- 
ments, such as the boundary-stone with the bas- 
relief of king Marduk-nadin ahi, show. The type 
of at least one section of the non-Semitic inhabit- 
ants, on the other hand, was slim and spare, and 
is illustrated by the bronze statuettes of the time 
of king- Gudea"(f. 2700 B.C.), representing a kneeling 
figure holding what is generally regarded as a lire- 
stick ; the human figures found in Das-reliefs from 
Lagas ; and those on a large number of cylinder- 
seals. It would, moreover, seem that the ancient 
inhabitants of Shinar were accustomed to do a 
thing which the Semites do only under foreign 
influence, namely, shave the hair from the face 
and head. This is shown not only by the heads of 
statues and statuettes from Tel-loh (the ancient 
Lagas), but also from numerous cylinder - seals 
and impressions of cylinder -seals of the later 
Akkadian (or Sumerian) period, in which an offi- 
cial is represented being introduced to the god 
whom he worshipped. The god himself, however. 



generally wears a beard. Whether they regarded 
the heads of their divinities as being shaved or not 
is uncertain, as they are commonly represented 
wearing hats. 

In connexion with this may be mentioned, that the great 
majority of the names of the deities of the Babylonian pantheon 
are non-Semitic, and this shows what a preponderating influence 
that part of the population must have had. Indeed the religious 
system of the Assyro-Babylonians was probably to a great extent 
alien, and the comparatively few Semitic divine names which 
are found are to all appearance often applied to deities which 
were at first non-Semitic. 

As to the order of precedence of the two races — 
the non-Semites ana the Semites — in occupying 
the country, we have no certain information. It 
is worthy of note, however, that Nimrod, the 
founder of the great cities of the land of Shinar, is 
represented as a son of Cosh (Gn 10 s ), and that 
in Gn 11 s the name Shinar is spoken of as if it 
existed before the foundation of Babylon and its 
tower, — in other words, both passages suggest that 
the non -Semitic occupation of Shinar preceded that 
of the Semites. This seems also to be confirmed 
by the indications of the ancient monuments of 
the country. The figures of non-Semitic type, for 
the most part, precede those of the Semitic period 
in chronological order ; the earliest inscriptions are 
in the language which the majority of Assyriolo- 
gists regard as the non -Semitic (Sumerian or Akka- 
dian) idiom ; the contract-tablets of the dynasty 
of Ur, called by Radau the fourth, are written in 
it, as are also, wholly or partly, numbers of tablets 
of the dynasty of Babylon (that to which Ham- 
murabi belonged), though Semitic Babylonian at 
this period begins to take its place. The Semitic 
renderings of the early non-Semitic texts are some- 
times as much of the nature^ of glosses as of real 
translations, for they are written, where possible, 
in the blank spaces left for that purpose Detween 
the beginning and the end of the lines of the 
original text.* When not arranged thus, the non- 
Semitic text of these bilingual tablets occupies the 
first, third, and remaining alternate lines of the 
inscription, or the left-hand (or first) column. 

The early languages of Shinar (Sumerian or 
Akkadian) are mentioned more than once in the 
inscriptions of Babylonia and Assyria. Thus the 
tablet S. 1190 is described as containing 'two 
Sumerian incantations used (seemingly) for the 
stilling of a weeping child * ; another fragment 
says 'the tongue of Sumer (? assumed) the likeness 
(of the tongue) of Ak(kad) ' ; whilst a third informs 
us that * Akkad is above, §u(mer below),' but what 
this refers to is doubtful, — perhaps the position of 
the tablets of each dialect on the library shelves, 
or in the rooms. The tablet K. 11,856, a fragment 
which refers to ' the great tablet - house,' states 
that 'the tongue of Akkad is in the third . . .' 
(?room, space, division). What these disconnected 
statements refer to in reality will probably for 
some time be a matter for discussion, but the 
existence of other languages than Semitic Baby- 
lonian in Shinar or ancient Babylonia can no 
longer be doubted. To the above indications that 
this was the case may be added the fact that 
Sumer was called also kura Eme-laha, ' the land of 
the noble (or pure) tongue,' as well as Kingi. 

The bilingual lists of Babylonia and Assyria distinguish the 
two dialects, but do not mention by what name the standard 
idiom (probably the older of the two) was known. The other, 
generally called by modern scholars ' the dialect,' is distin- 
guished in the bilingual lists by the term eine-*ala, generally 
translated 1 tongue (of) the woman,' or ' women's tongue,' per- 
haps so called because it was softer, being more affected by 
phonetic decay. The possibility that this refers to women of a 
conquered race taken as wives by the conquerors has been sug- 
gested, but seems unlikely. 

To all appearance the non-Semitic idiom and its 

* The tablet inscribed with the bilingual story of the Creation 
is written almost wholly in this way, and has therefore the 
appearance of a text in three columns. 
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dialect gave way to Semitic Babylonian about the 
time of the dynasty to which Hammurabi belonged, 
but when it finally ceased to be spoken is not 
known. Compositions were probably made in it 
from time to time until a very late date. This is 
shown by the existence of a bilingual hymn con- 
taining the name of Assnr-bani-apli or Assur- 
banipal, though the text bears the appearance of 
an ancient composition into which that king's 
name has been introduced. His brother Samas- 
sum-ukfn (Saosduchinos), king of Babylonia, how- 
ever, seems to have had original compositions in 
this old language made for him, as in the case of 
the text referred to above (5 R. pi. 62). It is 
noteworthy that all these late inscriptions, made 
when the non-Semitic idiom was a dead language, 
are in the 'dialect.' There is not much doubt 
that Semitic Babylonian was the language of the 
country from about B.c. 2000 onwards, and con- 
tinued in use until about the Christian era. 

Besides the archaic historical inscriptions, of 
which the best examples come from the French 
excavations at Tel-loh ; the brick-inscriptions, of 
which most really ancient Babylonian sites furnish 
many examples ; and numerous short inscriptions 
on cylinder-seals, the bulk of the non - Semitic 
literature of Shinar consists of incantations, 
hymns, and penitential psalms. Several interest- 
ing but fragmentary historical inscriptions exist 
(accompanied by translations into the Semitic 
idiom), together with the remains of a chrono- 
logical text supposed to be that made use of by 
Berosus in his history. It is also worthy of note 
that several fragments of a glossary of the Semitic 
story of the Creation (art. Babylonia, vol. i. 
p. 220 b , and Nimrou, vol. iii. p. 523»), or the story 
of Bel and the Dragon, imply that that composi- 
tion existed in the old language of Shinar, and 
that it was a 'dialectic' text. Classified lists of 
words, without Semitic translation, are also found. 
In all probability, however, many other inscrip- 
tions known only in their Semitic dress are really 
of non-Semitic origin. For an account of these, 
as also for a description of the country, its history, 
etc, see the article Babylonia. 

Litbratork. — Radau, Early Babylonian Hittory ; Lenor- 
mant. Etudes Aoeadiennes, ii. 3, p. 70; Schroder, KAT* lis IT., 
Keilinsehr. u. Geschiehts/orschung, 296, 533 ; Weissboch, Zur 
Liirung dtr Sumerisehen Frage, Leipzig, 1897 ; Pinches, ' Lan- 
guages of the Early Inhabitant!) of Mesopotamia' in J HAS, 
1S84, p. 301 ff., 'Sumerian or Cryptography,' U>. 1900, p. 75 ft., 
343, 344, 651, 652 ; and the works mentioned at the end of the 
articles Accad and Babylonia. X. G. PINCHES. 

8HI0N (pm? ; B Zu*ptf, A Zeid> ; Seon). — A town 
of Issachar (Jos 19 u ) mentioned between Hapha- 
raim and Anaharath. Eusebiu ■» and Jerome ( Onom. ) 
place it near Mount Tabor. Its identification by 
Eli Smith with 'AyHn esh-Sh'ain, about 3 miles 
east of Nazareth, has been verv generally accepted. 

" C. W. Wilson. 

BHIPHI ('Utf ; B Za^dA, A ~L«t>tlv, Luc. 2»^e/)- 
—A Simeonite prince, 1 Ch 4 s7 1 36 '. 

SHIPHMITE.— See Shepham and Siphmoth. 

BHIPHRAH {rrytf ■ LXX 2fir0wpd, the rendering 
also of rrpf Zippordh, in Ex 2 M ).~ One of the two 
Hebrew mid wives, Ex l 15 (E). The name is prob- 
ably connected with the root "iw ' to be beautiful ' 
(Baentsch in Nowack's Hdkom.). It is unlikely 
that it is a Hebraized form of an Egyptian name. 
See, further, Dillm.-Ryssel, adloc. 

BHIPHTAN ()9?P; B ZapaBi, A XapaOdv, F 
Sa^arrfr, Luc. [Z]atf>a0d).— An Ephraimite prince 
Nn 34*. 

SHIPS and BOATS (njjg, ru'p? [only Jon I s ], 7 ; 



vavs [only Ac 27 fl ], t\oToi>, rXocdptov, aKidnj [only 
Ac 27 18- **• **]). — These are often referred to in the 
Bible, but to a very small extent in connexion 
with Israelitish history. In OT the most im- 
portant instances connected with this people are 
the building of the fleet of Solomon at the port of 
Ezion-geber, at the head of the ./Elanitic arm of 
the Red Sea (1 K 9 s ") ; and another undertaking of 
a similar kind in the reign of Jehoshaphat, which 
had a disastrous result ( 1 K 22 48 ). In NT we have 
the voyages of St. Paul, especially the lost into 
Italy (Ac 27).* The voyage of Jonah belongs to 
another category. 

The Phoenicians were by far the most successful 
navigators of ancient times ; and the history of 
the art of shipbuilding amongst Eastern nations 
can be very clearly followed in connexion with 
the history of this remarkable people (see Great 
Sea). Originally settled on the shores of the 
Erythraean Sea (Persian Gulf),t they had become 
familiar with navigation in a rude form before 
their migration to the shores of the Mediterranean 
about B.C. 1000, and carried with them the art of 
shipbuilding to their new home.}: Perhaps in 
both countries this art did not extend beyond the 
construction of rafts, or canoes hollowed out of 
trunks of trees (Monoxylas) ; but as time went on 
these would give place to boats, built with a keel, 
and ribs covered with canvas and daubed with 
pitch. The models of boats found amongst Phoe- 
nician remains are of a very rude and simple 
form.§ From a Cyprian model, represented oy 
Count L. di Cesnola, and believed to be of early 
Phoenician date, the ships appear to have con- 
sisted of a hull of wood with a high curved stern 
and an upright bow ; from the centre rose a mast 
not very nigh, supporting a yard-arm for carrying 
a sail ; from the stern projected two steering oars 
with broad shovel-shaped blades passing through 
the timbers of the ship. I! The use of sails was 
probably preceded for a long period by that of 
oars. A boat of large size is represented on cer- 
tain coins, regarded by some as Phoenician, by 
others as belonging to Cilicia, in which the bow 
is low, the stern elevated and accompanied by 
steering oars. It was impelled by one bank of 
oars, such as was called, by the Greeks a ' tria- 
conter ' or ' penteconter,' and it was destitute of a 
mast. IT 

Al>out B.C. 700 a great advance seems to have 
been made in navigation by the Phoenicians, owing 
to the introduction of two sets of oarsmen seated 
on benches at different levels, and using double 
banks of oars ; these were called by the Greeks 
'biremes'; and, at a later period, a further ad- 
vance was made by the introduction of a mast 
and sail, somewhat of the shape of a ' square-sail ' 
of our own times. These ships must have resem- 
bled the Chinese junks of the present day. 

The Phoenician ships described by Herodotus 
were of two kinds : those used in war, and those 
employed in mercantile traffic. The former were 
broad of beam, and impelled both by oars and 
sails. The sails were, from their shape, of use 
only when sailing before the wind. The war 
vessels were those which the Greeks called tria- 
conters and penteconters, each impelled by fifteen 
to twenty-five oars on either side. They were 
long open boats in which the oarsmen sat all on 
the same level ; each galley was armed at its head 
with a sharp metal spike or beak, intended for 

* On the Sea of Galilee, in the time of our Lord, small trading 
vessels and fishing boats appear to have been very numerous, 
and some of the most interesting events in His life are con 
nected with this lake and the sailors on its waters (Mt tfO 
Mk 4«, Lk 5i-», Jn 6* 21*"). 

t Herod, i. 2, vii. 89. t Pliny, UN vii. 56. 

I Perrot et Chlpiei, Hist, de FArt, iii. 517. 

B Cesnola, Cyprus, pL xlv. 1 Rawlinson, Phatnieia, 275 
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ramming.* Afterwards these were superseded by 
biremes, which were decked, had masts and sails, 
and double banks of oarsmen. Later still, tri- 
remes, impelled by three banks of oarsmen, came 
into use ; and about the end of the 6th cent. B.C. 
boats with additional banks of oars were invented, t 

For some centuries the Phoenicians confined their 
navigation to the shores of the Mediterranean, 
Piopontis, and Enxine ; but before the time of 
Solomon (c. B.C. 930) they had launched out into 
the deep, had passed the pillars of Hercules, and 
opened a trade with Tartessus (Tarshish) on the 
Atlantic coast of Spain. Coasting along Africa, 
they had visited the Senegal and Gambia; and, 
in the opposite direction, had crossed the Bay of 
Biscay and the English Channel, and opened a 
trade for tin with the Cassiterides. It is no less 
certain that they reached the Canaries (Fortunate 
Islands), tying 170 miles ott' the coast of Africa. 
In Ezk 27 we have an eloquent description of the 
glories of Tyre and Sidon, and the construction 
of their ships. 

The Greeks.— Ships with four ranks of oarsmen 
were first constructed by the Greeks about the 
year B.C. 400, when Dionysius I. of Syracuse built 
the first quadriremes (rer/ni/ms), with which he 
had probably become acquainted through the Car- 
thaginians. X After the time of Alexander the 
Great, ships with four, five, and even more ranks 
of rowers became general ; and, according to Poly- 
bius, the first Punic war was chiefly carried on 
with quinqueremes.§ 

Assyrian. — While the Phoenicians were making 
progress in naval architecture, their old neigh- 
bours and probably rivals, the Babylonians and 
Assyrians, were also at work in the same direc- 
tion, but not to any important extent. As Raw- 
linson observes, it is only as fresh-water sailors 
that the Assyrians come within the category of 
navigators at all.y They left the navigation of 
the Persian Gulf and Mediterranean to the Baby- 
lonians and Phoenicians, contenting themselves 
with the profits without sharing the dangers of 
sea voyages; their attention being concentrated 
on the navigation of their two great rivers — the 
Tigris and Euphrates. This was effected at first 
by rafts of timber supported on inflated skins; 
and these are still in use on the rivers of Meso- 
potamia. IT Bas - reliefs from the most ancient 
palace of Nimroud show two kinds of boats : the 
larger contains the king in his chariot with his 
attendants, and is navigated by two men.** It is 
considered by Rawlinson to have resembled in 
structure the Welsh coracle, round in form and 
made of wicker - work covered with skins and 
smeared over with bitumen. To have carried 
such heavy loads they must have been of large 
size. The smaller was used for the conveyance 
of merchandise. 

In the sculptures of Sargon, who reigned from 
B.C. 722-705, we have a representation of a ship 

* These were probably the kind of boats in use amongst the 
Greeks in Homer's time, in which he represents the descent of 
the Grecian warriors on the coast of Ilium (Mad, i. 360, ii. 685, 
630; Smith's Diet. Greek and Roman Antiquities, art. 'Naves,' 
783 (1849), in which the subject is very fully treated). 

t The Phoenicians had a practice of placing at the bow of 
their boats the figure of some monstrous form gaudily painted, 
in order to strike terror into the natives whose country they 
were invading. We seem to have something of the kind in the 
case of the Greek ships invading Asia Minor, 'Twelve ships 
with scarlet bows ' (Iliad, ii. 739). 

I Pliny, UN vii. 6. 7 ; Diodor. xiv. 41, 42. 

I Polybius, i. 63 ; Haltaus, Getrhichte Rom* t'ro Zeitalter der 
Puniachcr Kriege, Leipzig, 607 (18-16). 

I Ancient Monarchic*, 1. 644. 

II Layard, Nineveh, ii. 96; Rawlinson, Ane. Man. i. 645. A 
representation of such a raft carrying blocks of stone for build- 
ing, taken from Kouyunjik, is given ib. p. 338. The raft is 
impelled by two oarsmen. 

•* lb. p. 546. Boats similar to these are also described by 
Herodotus, i. c. 194. 



of a more advanced type. Here four rowers stand- 
ing to their oars impel a vessel, having a figure- 
head of a horse, and for the stern the tail of a 
fish ; but it is possible that this vessel may have 
belonged to an invading force, not that of the 
Assyrian inhabitants.* 

The sculptures of Kouyunjik represent ships in 
great perfection. One of these represents a naval 
battle, as may be gathered from the introduction 
of marine forms, such as star-fish and jelly-fish, 
not found in rivers. Layard recognizes in these 
vessels a resemblance to those used to a compara- 
tively late period by the inhabitants of the cities 
of 'lyre and Sidon on the Syrian coast. t That 
the Chaldoeans were skilful shipbuilders, and were 
proud of their attainments in this art, may be 
gathered from the statement in Isaiah (43"), where 
they are referred to as rejoicing in their ships. J 

Christian era. — The snips in NT times, chiefly 
belonging to the Romans, were galleys impelled 
by oarsmen and using square sails. They were 
sometimes of large size ; that which carried St. 
Paul containing in all 276 souls, besides cargo. § 
Their timbers were so badly put together, that 
when subjected to the strain arising from a storm, 
they required to be under-girded (or braced) by 
means of strong ropes ; and they seldom ventured 
far out of sight of land, or some port into which 
they could be run in stress of weather. 

E. Hull. 

8HI8HA.— See Shavsha. 

SHISHAK (pehp> [in 1 K 14* Kith, ppte, J£&rt 
PCT], 2owra/t(e)^). — Shishak is Sheshonk I., the 
first king of the 22nd or Bubastite by nasty. 
He belonged to an important family of chiefs 
of Libyan mercenaries, who by degrees attained 
to very high position. His grandfather married 
a princess named Mehtenusecht, doubtless of 
the 21st or Tanite Dynasty. The successors of 
Sheshonk were much attached to Bubastis, and 
his dynasty is named Bubastite by Manetho ; but 
it is doubtful whether he himself had much con- 
nexion with that city. In his 21st year he 
began building a new court in the great temple 
of Karnak, and close to it caused to be sculptured 
a representation of himself sacrificing figures sym- 
bolic of the conquered cities in Palestine. In all, 
156 place-names were thus recorded, and most 
of them are still legible. There are few important 
cities amongst them. They include Rabbath and 
Hapharaim in Issachar, and Mahanaim on the east 
of the Jordan, besides towns in Jndtva. From 
the biblical account (1 K 14*), it had been con- 
cluded that Shishak attacked only the kingdom of 
Rehoboam and spared that of Jeroboam, who had 
lived many years in exile in Egypt ; but this 
interpretation is not necessary. Since Ramses IIL 
no Pharaoh had ventured to transport an army 
across the eastern desert and to attack Palestine. 
Later, even Taharka and Psammetichus did not go 
so far ; only Necho went farther. But Sheshonk's 
expedition was insignificant compared to the ex- 
peditions of the 18th dynasty. For the absence of 
the title ' Pharaoh ' in the biblical record see above, 
vol. iii. p. 819. 

Literature. — For Shishak 's campaign against Judah see W. 
Max Miiller, Alien u. Europa, 160 ff. ; Blau in ZD HQ XV. 
233 ff.; Meyer, Getcli. i. 385 f.; Stade, Ge»ch. i. 363 f.; Maspero, 
Struggle, of the Nations, 772 ff.; Driver in Hogarth's Authority 
and Archaeology, 87 L F. LL. GRIFFITH. 

BHITRAI (T?? Kithibh, w &ri ; B 'Ao-aprals, 
A Luc. Zarpal).— A Sharonite who was over king 
David's herds that fed in Sharon, 1 Ch 27 s *. 

* Layard, Nineveh, ii. 383. 

t Layard, vol. ii. 384, 385. 

J RV ' In the ships of their rejoicing.' 

f Ac 27«. 
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SHITTAH TREE shittdk, ri5{ot, spina, Is 
41" RV « acacia tree') ; SHITTIM WOOD (0T?r'*v 
d?*-8hittim, fi/Xa Afftirra, ligna setim, Ex 25 s - 10 - " 
2618. x 271-8, Dt 10 s RV 'acacia wood r ).— Shitfdh 
is modified from shin(dh, as hi((dh, ' wheat,' from 
hintdh. The cognate Arab, equivalent for shintdh 
is sont, a name identical with the old Egyp. name 
of this tree, and is, like it, generic for Acacia, 
but particularly applied to A. Nilotica, Del. The 
desert acacia, of which the Ark of the Covenant, 
and the boards, tables, etc. of the Tabernacle were 
made, is no doubt .4. Seyal, Del., and A. tortilis, 
Hayne, if the two be not, as we suspect, varieties 
of the same species. Both are called seyydl. Haul 
means ' torrent,' and prob. the ellipsis * tree ' should 
be supplied. It is the torrent tree, i.e. the char- 
acteristic tree of the desert wadis of Sinai, et-Tih, 
and the Dead Sea. The comus of these trees 
resembles that of the apple. It is about 15-25 ft. 
high, and a little broader than its height. It has 
stiff, thorny branches, bipinnate leaves with leaf- 
lets 1-2 lines long, and $ line broad, and more or 
less spirally twisted, necklace-shape pods, 3-4 in. 
long. Its wood is heavier than water, exceedingly 
hard, of line grain, the sap-wood yellow, the heart- 
wood brown. It is not attacked by insects. It 
was therefore eminently suited for furniture such 
as that for which it was employed, in a climate 
where insects commit such ravages as in the 
desert and in Palestine. These trees must have 
been very numerous in ancient times, perhaps 
filling most of the desert valleys, and growing in 
clefts of the rocks on the now bare mountain sides. 
Even now, after they have been so extensively cut 
by the charcoal burners, there are large numbers 
of them. They form quite a characteristic feature 
of the desert landscape. The trunks are now not 
infrequently 2 ft. thick, and old trees may have 
been much thicker, quite sufficiently so to supply 
planks 10 cubits long and lfc wide (Ex 36 ai )- « 
any difficulty existed on this point, it would be 
easily met by supposing that the planks were 
joined. Arab, carpenters do this now very cleverly 
in Egypt and Syria. Besides the wood, so valuable 
on account of its durability and the excellent 
charcoal which can be made from it, the tree 
yields the famous ' gum arabic ' in considerable 
quantities. Its astringent bark is used for tanning 
yellow leather. 

A number of places were named from this tree, 
as Shittim (Jos 2' al. ), perhaps the modern Ghor 
e*-Saisaban, where there are still plenty of acacia 
trees, and Abel-Shittim (Nu 33 w ), i.e. the Plain 
of the Acacias, which is the same as the above. 
The Valley (Vnj « wady ') of Shittim (Jl 3 (4) w ) may 
have been the lower part of the Wady en-Ndr, the 
continuation of Kidron, into which flows the water 
from the neighbourhood of Jerusalem. This, as all 
the valleys debouching on to the Dead Sea, would 
naturally have acacia trees growing in it. 

G. E. Port. 

SHITTIM (oijyn always with def. art. 'the 
acacias,' see preceding article). — One of the limits 
of the camping-ground of the children of Israel in 
the plains of Moab, Nu 33** (here only it is called 
Abel-Shittim). According to Nu 25 1 the anger 
of the Lord was there kindled against Israel for 
joining himself unto Baal-peor. The spies were 
sent out from Shittim (Jos 2'), and from thence the 
children of Israel moved to Jordan before crossing 
the river (Jos 3 1 ). These are the only places where 
the word occurs in the Hexateuch. The LXX in 
the last three passages has Zarrdv in B (»- is omitted 
in A of Jos 2'). In Nu 33 w Bt\<r& in B and BtXaarrifi 
in A are renderings of Abclshittim. 

The word occurs twice in the Prophets : (1) Mic 
s 'from Shittim unto Gilgal.' By some this is 
regarded as a gloss ; others suggest that a part 



of the text has been lost here — '[remember that 
which I did] from Shittim unto Gilgal ' — with refer- 
ence to the wonders manifested at the passage of 
the Jordan. (2) Jl 3 18 * the valley of Shittim.' The 
Heb. word here used for ' valley ' (*>nj « wady ' ; see 
Brook) is never applied to the broad open space 
immediately N. of the Dead Sea in which Shittim 
was situated. The idea in the passage is similar 
to that in Ezk 47 1 ", Zee 14 8 , and Rev 22 1 — waters 
(of life) issuing from the house of God would reach 
the Eastern (the Dead) and the Western (the Medi- 
terranean) seas. The ordinary course of waters 
from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea would be along 
the Wady Sitti Mariam and Wady en-Ndr, the 
ancient Kidron called brj 2 S IS* (cf. Driver, ad 
loc., in Camb. Bible for Schools and Colleges). 

The LXX rendering in both these passages is rSt rx*'*f. It 
has been proposed (the suggestion is as old as Jerome) to read 
rx.'iw, and then the translators would have considered the 
shi((ab-tree as equivalent to the inastick-tree («%;»*, Pistachio- 
Untiiexu), a tree common in Mediterranean countries. The 
agreement between these two passages, and their variation 
from the renderings in the Hex., are noteworthy (cf. Ryssel on 

Mice*). A. T. Chapman. 

SHIZA («r* ; B 2atf<£, A 2« x <*, N 2<f<£, Luc. 
Vital).— The father of a Reubenite chief, 1 Ch 
11". 

SH0A(y"ie>; B Zovf, A Zoitf ; tyranni).— Apparently 
a race-name. It is mentioned in connexion with 
the Babylonians, Chaldwans, Pekod, Koa, and all 
the Assyrians (Ezk 23 J3 ), whose relations with Jeru- 
salem had been intimate, and who were to come 
up and sit in judgment upon her. According to 
Schrader {KAf 2 p. 425), Shoa is the Assyrian 
SutA, the name of a people who are constantly 
associated in the inscriptions with the Kutti. The 
land of SutA is identified by Delitzsch {Par. p. 
233, etc.) with the district that extends eastward 
from the Tigris to the southern declivities of the 
Medo-Elamite mountains. C. W. Wilson. 

SHOBAB (a?W).— i. One of David s sons, 2 S 5" 
(B Zv/9dft A 2»/3aMr, Luc. 'I««we/3d>), 1 Ch 3 s 
(B Zw/3dp, A Luc. Zwpdp), 14* (B 'laoflodn [i.e. 
o^Heh * and Shobam ' ?], A 2u/3d/3, Luc. 2wj8i)/3). 2. 
A Calebite, 1 Ch 2 18 (B 'lavovp, A 2«/Sd0, Luc. 

SHOBACH 0»W ; B 2«^d«r, A Za/3<£* ; Sobach).— 
A general in the army of Hadadezer, king of 
Syria, at the time of the war with Amnion (2 S 
10"). He is not mentioned as taking part in the 
battle near Kabbah, where Joaband Abishai routed 
the combined forces of Amnion and Syria, and we 
may infer that he did not become ' captain of the 
host of Hadadezer' until after that event. The 
victory of Joab does not seem to have been fol- 
lowed up (see Kabbah), and before long the 
Syrians again prepared to attack the newly- 
founded kingdom of Israel. For this purpose 
Hadadezer gathered all the forces at his com- 
mand, even the distant tribes from ' beyond the 
river': the latter w-ere led by Shobach, who was 
apparently placed in command of the whole Syrian 
army. In the engagement that ensued at ifelam 
on the east of Jordan, David commanded the 
Israelite army in person, and utterly defeated the 
Syrians. Shobach was mortally wounded in the 
battle, and his fall doubtless contributed to the rout 
of the Syrians (2 S lO 18 * 18 ). In the parallel narrative 
(1 Ch 19 16 - 18 ) hu? name is given as Shophach (Ticte ; 
B 2«^d/> and 2a0d0, A 2,u<p&x and 2w£dx, K* 
'Effuxpdp, «<* • 'EfTc^frdx)- J- F. Stenning. 

SHOBAI ('3fc»).— A family of gatekeepers, Ezr 2« 
(B 'ApaoO, A Luc. 2«/9ai) = Neh 7 40 (B 2a/3eJ, A 
2o/3ai, Luc. 2«/3al). 
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SHOBAL foW).— 1. A 'son ' of Seir the Horite, 
and one of the 'dukes' of the Horites, Gn 36 10 - 
»• » (2«j3d\)= 1 Ch l 8 ^- 40 (BA 2«/3dX, Luc. Zov/MX). 
2. A Oalebite family in the tribe of Judah. This 
Shobal is called in 1 Ch 4>- s (BA 2oi>/3dX, Lac. 
2«/9dX) a 'son ' of Judah, and in 2 90 - (B 2w/3d/>, A 
2«/SdX, Luc. 2«/9d) M (BA 2w/3d\, Luc. 2w/9d) « son ' 
of Caleb and 'father' of Kiriath-jearim. The 
name is probably to be connected, if not identified, 
with No. 1 ; see Wellh. de Gentibus, etc. 39. 

SHOBEK (paw ; BA 2«/9i}k, Luc. 2u/9«//>).— One of 
the chiefs of the people who sealed the covenant, 
Neh 10* <*■»). 

SHOBI ('3* ; Oitffpd ; Sobi).— From 2 S VP* we 
learn that Shobi the son of Nahash of Rabbah of 
the children of Amnion, together with two other 
influential and wealth}' landowners of the trans- 
Jordanic country, came to meet David, when he 
fled from Absalom, at Mahanaim, bringing with 
them large quantities of stores and provisions for 
the Israelite army. It seems, however, very 
doubtful whether such a person as Shobi ever 
existed. His name is not mentioned elsewhere, 
and it is difficult to reconcile this action on the 
part of a son of Nahash with the insults offered 
by Hanun the son of Nahash, king of Ammon, to 
David's ambassadors (2 S 10""), and with the sub- 
sequent war between Israel and Ammon, which 
resulted in the siege and capture of Rabbah. 
S. A. Cook (AJSL xviii. 3, p. 155 f.) suggests 
very plausibly that we should read ' Nahash, etc., 
brought ' (efy in place of ' Shobi the son 

of Nahash,' etc. (PQJ"I? This emendation 

restores a natural construction to the verse at the 
expense of the words ' Shobi son of ' : in its pres- 
ent form the construction is involved and un- 
usual (see Driver, ad loc.). If, however, Cook's 
emendation is accepted, it is difficult to resist his 
further contention that the section dealing with 
the Ammonite war (2 S 10M1 1 12 28 » 1 ) has been 
misplaced, and that it should follow and not pre- 
cede chs. 13-20. J. F. STKNNINO. 

SHOE (Sv; na'al, <ra»t6.\iov, irrdSrina). — The na'al 
of the modern Arabic shoe means the sole, thus 
indicating the sandal character of the ancient 
Heb. na'al, usually tr. ' shoe.' Similarly, the Gr. 
term vr65-rjixa means something tied on or under 
the foot, that is, a sandal. Sandals must have 
varied in material and appearance according to 
the station and occupation of the wearer, those of 
shepherds being strongly made as a protection 
against thorns and rocks, while those worn by 
women of rank would be of a lighter and more 
ornamental pattern (Ca 7 1 )- Cf. art. Dress, vol. i. 
p. 627. The shoes of the present day in Syria 
exhibit various transition forms, from the single 
strap of leather or embroidered cloth over the toes, 
and the leather sheath for the front of the foot, to 
the complete upper in different colours of leather, 
and covering the whole foot. Sandals of the 
original form are still worn by Bedawin and 
monks. Peasants when on a journey prefer to 
press down the leather at the heel-end of the shoe, 
and thus make them more loose and open, like the 
sandals of primitive times. In this way also the 
dust of the road can from time to time be shaken 
out without the trouble of removing: the shoe. 
The act of repudiation mentioned in Mt 10", Mk 
6" Lk 9 s 10", Ac 13", meant, along with the 
implied release from all moral responsibility, that 
the connexion thus dissolved was one of defilement 
and worthlessness. 

1. Putting on and removal of shoes.— From the 
Oriental habit of sitting and moving about in the 
house with the feet uncovered, the possession of 



shoes became one of the essential requirements for 
a journey, and the wearing of them one of the 
symbols of travel (Ex 12 11 ). The Gibeonites drew 
attention to their feet bandaged with rags in order 
to keep their out- worn sandals together and protect 
their feet (Jos 9*- M ). A similar appearance is 
presented by Turkish troops at the present day 
when returning from a punitive expedition against 
the Arabs of the desert. In the parable of the 
Prodigal Son the absence of shoes is noted (Lk 15 s ). 
In the apostolic injunction to have the feet ' shod 
with the preparation of the gospel of peace' (Eph 
6 18 ), the symbol of travel is introduced among 
the leading truths of the Christian life, making 
progress one of the permanent features of the 
Christian Church. 

As Oriental peasant life has always been in 
villages and not in solitary houses, the shoes were 
constantly covered with dust and defiled with mud 
and refuse, and consequently were left at the door 
of the house. This custom, beginning with ordinary 
comfort and cleanliness, received a new emphasis 
when the entrance was into a house of prayer and 
into the presence of One who required cleanliness 
of heart. Hence the removal of the shoes on holy 
ground (Ex 3 8 , Jos 5 15 , Is 20 2 , Ac 7 s3 ). The custom 
is still observed in Oriental churches and mosques. 
It was the inevitable result of such connexions 
that any reference to the shoe and the thong or 
latchet that passed through the sandal loops was 
one of implied inferiority and contempt (Mk l 7 , 
Jn 1 st , Ac 13**). 'You are my shoe I 'You are 
under my shoe ! ' are exclamations of abuse often 
heard in the streets of Oriental villages and towns. 

2. The shoe of witness (Dt 25»- ,u , Ru 4 7 - 8 ).— From 
the latter passage we learn that it was an ancient 
custom in Israel, when proj)erty was sold or any 
right given up, to take off the sandal and hand it 
to the purchaser or the person to whom the right 
was transferred. In the former passage the hus- 
band's brother allows his sandal to be taken off by 
the widow, who at the same time reproaches him 
both by act and word for renouncing an honourable 
privilege and duty. The removal of the shoe 
became a sort or docnmentary evidence. The 

fiossession of one shoe by the widow was to her 
ike a bill of divorce to a betrothed or married 
woman, setting her free to marry another ; and the 
possession of the corresponding shoe by the man 
remained his protective proof that all claims had 
been formally settled. 

3. ' Upon Edom will I cast my shoe' (Ps 60»= 
108"). — From the context the leading idea in this 
expression appears to be t hat of taking possession 
of or claiming as one's own. Possibly the casting 
of the shoe upon a piece of land may have been a 
legal symbol, similar to that considered above, of 
a claim to ownership. Or the meaning may be, 
* Unto Edom do I cast my shoe,' Edom being then 
represented as the slave to whom his master tosses 
his sandals (see Driver, Par. Psalt.jp. 169). Duhm 
also suggests that the allusions to Edom and Moab 
are designedly contemptuous, the latter being 
represented as a washing-basin for the feet, while 
Edom is thought of as a kind of corner into which 
dirty shoes may be cast. 

The ' shoes' (AY and RVm) of Dt 33* should be 
'bolts' or ' bars' (UV). The Heb. is ima (cf. Sw» 
of Ca 5 s , Neh 3 s - «• «• >*■ 10 ). G. M. MACKIE. 

BHOHAM (ogtf [on this word see art. Onyx]; 
B 'I<ro&n, A 'lffffci.fi, Luc. 'Uffffifi). — A Merarite, 
1 Ch 24*. 

BHOMER.— 1. 1 Ch 7 M . See Shemer, No. 3, 
2. 2 K 12". See Shimeath. 

SHOPHACH.— See SHOBACH. 
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SHOSHANNIM, SHOSHANNIM EDUTH.— See 

Psalms, p. 155*. 

BHOYEL — 1. [p;], only in plur. cy; (from root 
njr = ' sweep together,' with eollat. idea of carrying 
away. Is 28" [only]), occurs 9 times (Ex 27 s 38 s , 
Nu 4" [all P], 1 K 7*- «, 2 K 25», 2 Ch 4"- w , Jer 
52 18 ), always in a list of utensils belonging to the 
tabernacle or the temple. There is no reason to 
doubt that shovels for removing the ashes from 
the altar are meant (cf. AVm note at Jer 52 18 ). 

The LXX has in 1 K 1*0- « (» 51) BtppiAmut (' tongs or 
pincers ' for taking hold of hot metal or coals), in 2 K 25" it 
transliterates uyuin (so B ; A strangely luirm). In the other 
passages of the LXX either the Heb. word is not represented at 
all, or it is difficult to say what stands for it in the Or. text, 
which differs from the MX both in the order and in the number 
of utensils mentioned. 

2. nrn Is 30 s4 [only]. This stands for the broad, 
shallow winnowing shovel (the -rrvop of Mt 3 1S , Lk 
3" ; cf. the use of the Gr. word [not found in 
LXX] in Horn. //. xiiL 588 ; Aeschyl. Fr. 194 ; 
Sophocl. Fr. 931 ; Theocr. vii. 156) with which 
corn after threshing was thrown up against the 
wind to clear it of the chaff. It is to be distin- 
guished from the rrjp (Arab, midrd) mentioned 
along with it in Is 30 s * (elsewhere only Jer 15 7 
fig. of winnowing, i.e. chastising, the people),* 
which was a fork with 5 or 6 prongs, used in the 
process of winnowing, along with the run, in the 
way described in art. AGRICULTURE, vol. i. p. 51% 
where both instruments are figured (cf. Wetzstein 
ap. Del. Jet* 707 ff.). The EV of Is 30 s * would 
therefore be improved by reading ' winnowed with 
the shovel and with the fork ' for ' winnowed with 
the shovel and with the fan.' The word 'fan,' 
which is misleading at best, ought, if retained 
in our version at all, to be used for run, not for 
.Tjjp. J. A. Selbie. 

SHREWD.— Sir 8" only, ' Open not thine heart 
to every man, lest he requite thee with a shrewd 
turn' (koI /irj dvatpffM-ru aoi x^P lv '• the sense, says 
Bissell, is given correctly by AV, x&P 1 * meaning 
here ' an ill turn ' ; but RV renders literally, ' And 
let him not return thee a favour.' [Is ' shrewd ' a 
tr. of if/tvSij, which is read before x&P l¥ m some 
good MSS and by the Lat. falsam gratiam ?]). 

The Eng. word 'shrewd' is a participial adj. meaning 
' malicious,' originally the ptop. of ihreioen, to curse. The verb 
threieen was formed from the subst. 'shrew,' an Anglo-Sax. 
word, meaning a scolding or cursing person, usually a woman. 
In Shaks. ' shrewd ' has the general sense of ' bad ' ; it is applied 
to the contents of a paper, to news, to days and night*. The 
modern sense of ' clever ' perhaps occurs in Troil. and Creu. L ii. 
208— *He has a shrewd wit, I can tell you.' But the usual 
meaning is ' sharp-tongued,' ' shrewish,' as in Much Ado, n. i. 20, 
' Thou wilt never get thee a husband, if thou be so shrewd of thy 
tongue.' The expression in Sirach (a ' shrewd turn ') occurs in 
AIT$ Well, m. v. 71 and Henry VIII. v. iiL 178. So Latimer, 
Seven Sermoni, 96, ' The greatest man in a realm e can not so 
hurte a judge as the poore wyddow, suche a shrewede turne she 
can do him? J . H ASTI NGS. 

SHRINE.— See under Diana, vol. i. p. 606*. 

SHROUD.— Coming from the Anglo-Sax. terud, a 
garment (connected with shred, as a portion torn 
off for some purpose), ' shroud ' meant originally 
any piece ot clothing. Thus Piers Plowman, 
Prol. 2— 

'I shope me in shroudes as I a shepe [= shepherd] were, 
In habit* as an heremite unholy of workes' ; 



•The verb mi in the sense of 'fan,* 'winnow,' « sift,' occurs 
(in Qal and Piel) as follows : Ru 3», Is 3024 41 16 (mountains as 
object), Jer 4" (fig. of purification, I "Qn^) 15*(flg., see above), 
Ps 1303 (fig., ' thou siftcst [or winnowest, i.e. scrutinutest nar- 
rowly] my path and my couch,'— Driver, Par. Pmtt. ad loe.). 
Elsewhere the root has the sense of ' scatter,' 'disperse ' (Qal, 
Piel) or ' be scattered ' (Niph., Pual). 



and Chapman, Odysseys, vi. 274 — 

' Give my nakedness 
Some shroud to shelter it, if to these seas 
Linen or woollen you have brought to cleanse.* 

But the meaning was soon restricted to clothing 
for the dead, a winding-sheet. So usually in 
Shaks., as Love's Labour's Lost, V. ii. 479— 

' Die when you will, a smock shall be your shroud.' 

There was, however, a side application of the word, 
to express covering or shelter of any kind. Thus 
Milton, Comus, 147 — 

' Run to your shrouds, within these brakes and trees ' ; 

and PL x. 1067— 

'The winds 

Blow moist and keen, shattering the graceful locks 
Of these fair spreading trees : which bids us seek 
Some better shroud, some better warmth to cherish 
Our limbs benumb'd.' 

Thin is the meaning of the word in Ezk 31*, its 
only occurrence in AV, ' Behold, the Assyrian was 
a cedar in Lebanon with fair branches, and with a 
shadowing shroud' (Heb. ehn, a thicket or forest; 
LXXomits; Vulg. frondibus nemorosns). 

J. Hastings. 
SHUA (yw>). — The father of Judah's Canaanite 
wife, Gn 38 s - ls (A Zatfa, Luc. Sotfe), who appears 
in 1 Ch 2 J (RV) as Bath-shua (B tfvydnj/j ACas, 

A . . . Zauas, Luc . . . Zoi-t). 

8HUAH (no).— A son of Abraham and Keturah, 
Gn 25-, 1 Ch 1* (A Zw«5e, Luc. Sow, B in latter 
passage Zwe). The tribe represented by this name 
may perhaps be the Suchu of the cuneiform in- 
scriptions, on the right bank of the Euphrates 
south of Carchemish (so Dillm., Holzinger, et al.). 
BlLDAD the Bhuhite ('<&?) of Job 2" (6 Zavxaiwr 
rvpavroi) 8 1 18 1 25 1 42 s (6 Zai^e )inj$) is prob. intended 
to be thought of as belonging to this tribe. 

SHUAL (>jpe» ; B ZouXd, A ZowiX, Luc. Zovdv).— 
An Asherite, 1 Ch 7 s6 . 

SHUAL, The Land of (^ jnn « the land of the 

4'ackal' ; B ^ ZvyaX, Luc. i) yrj ZurydX). — When the 
'hilistines encamped at Michmash, they sent out 
three foraging parties. One of these ' turned unto 
the way that leadeth to Ophrah, unto the land of 
Shual' (1 S 13 17 ). Another party went westward 
towards Beth-horon, and the third apparently east- 
ward toward the wilderness. The road to Ophrah 
must have run northward between the last two 
routes, and the ' land of Shual ' must consequently 
have been to the north of Michmash (Mukhmds), 
and not far from Ophrah, which is very generally 
identified with the village et-Taiyibeh, to the east of 
Bethel (PEF Mem. ii. 293). C. W. Wilson. 

SHUBAEL.— See Shebuel. 

SHUHAH (nrw). — A brother of Chelnb (i.e. 
Caleb), 1 Ch 4". Instead of ' Cheluh the brother 
of Shuhah,' LXX BA read Xa\ip xarfy) 'A<rx«, 
•Caleb, father of Ascha' (i.e. ACHSAH, Jos 15 l8ff -, 
Jg l 1 * 1 Ch 2*») ; Luc. has XoXi/3 6 dSt\<pbs Zovd. 

SHUHAH (O0W>).— A son of Dan, Nu 26« (B Sa^ef, 
A Za/i«5i}, F 2om'» L«c. Za/^), called in Gn 46 a 
HUSHIM. The gentilic name Shuhamites ('Srmrn; 
B o Za/ttl, A 6 2a/xe<oV, F o 2Sa/xt, Luc. 6 2a/*ct) also 
occurs in Nu 26*". 

BHUHITE.— See Shuah. 

SHULAMMITE. — See Song of Songs. 

8HUMATHITES (««#n ; B 'Haa^aOein, A 'H<ro/»o. 
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0tlv, Luc. 6 2a.fia.0l). — One of the families of 
Kiriath-jearim, 1 Ch 2™. Nothing is known of 
this family, or the origin of its name. 

SHUNAMMITE.— See next article. 

BHUNEM (dj'b* ; in Joshua B "Zow&v, A Zowd>, 
Luc. Zvrfiji ; in 1 Sam. B and Luc. 2wn&i> , A 
Vwvafi&p ; in 2 Kings B "Zovn&n, B* mg Luc. Zu/idv, 
A* Tld liwv&fi, A T 2to>n&n). — A place - name men- 
tioned three times in the OT (Jos 10 18 , 1 S 28 4 , 
2 K 4 8 ). In Joshua it is named in the enumeration 
of the towns and villages belonging to Issachar. 
Eusebius-Jerome identify it with a village 5 
Roman miles south of Tabor, in their time called 
2ou\i)m (Lag. Onotn* pp. 183, 284). There is still a 
hamlet in this same locality named Sulem or 
SClam. It lies on the slopes of Jebel Dahi, the 
hill which faces Jezreel from the north. It looks 
across to Gil boa, which bounds the southern side 
of the valley that lies at the foot of Jebel Dahi. 
It has therefore been identified with the camping- 
ground of the Philistines before their victory over 
Saul (1 S 28 4 ). Saul's army is supposed to have 
occupied the ground at the foot of Gilboa. If so, 
the valley lay between the hostile armies. It 
runs eastward from Jezreel (Zer'in) to the Jordan. 
Shunem is almost at its N.W. extremity. The 
district is described in Robinson, BRP iii. 168 ff. 

There ia precedent for distinguishing: the Shunem of 2 K 4 8 
from that already identified. Eusebius-Jerome say it was a 

Slace in the territory of Seboste (Samaria), if-M 2., within the 
istrict of Akrahatta (Lag. Onom.i pp. 184, 285). They give 
Sanim as the later name. If Akrabatta is the 'toparchy' 
earlier known as part of Judoea, lying considerably south-east of 
Samaria, it is too far from Cannel to be very probable. But 
even Solam is not within the easy reach of Cannel implied by 
v.2aii. The statement that Elisha frequently passed Shunem 
(v.B) gives more help than any other in determining its situa- 
tion. It seems to imply that Shunem was a place near his 
home or on the direct road to a locality which he frequented. 
Now Samaria was Elisba's home ((V 2 5* 9 , cf. 2 s8 ), and Canuel 
appears to have been a favourite resort and the destination 
of his loumcys when he passed through Shunem (4 M , cf. 4 H a ). 
But SOlam is 8 or hours from Samaria, and decidedly off the 
road from there to Carmel. The claim of Sanim should there- 
fore perhaps be left open. Whether it was near Samaria or not, 
if it lay on the way to Carmel the situation would be more 
appropriate than that of Sdlam. Near Taanach a place Salim 
is marked on the maps. It is not far from the eastern ex- 
tremity of Carmel, and might be made a stopping-place on the 
way from Samaria. 

An inhabitant of Shunem is a Shunammite (nnpjp 
Ttttjm ; B Ewfiareirti, A (in Kings generally) "Lov/iav- 
Irrp, Luc. Sw^a^m), perhaps also called a Shulam- 
mite (see Song of Songs, p. 592 h ). The vowel of 
the second syllable is in both cases a, as it is in 
the oldest spellings of the place-name also (LXX 
and the Egyptian transcription Shanama [Shanma] 
given by W. M. Miiller, Asien u. Europa, p. 170). 
The interchange of the I and the n is further ex- 
emplified in the modern name Solam compared 
with Shunem. The former may be a variant 
which existed even in biblical times. 

Two women are designated Shunammites in 
the Old Testament. One is ABISHAG (1 K I s - 18 
2i7. u. «). The other is simply named ' the 
Shunammite ' (2 K 4 U - »■ x ). She is one of those 
who play a part in the history of Elisha (2 K 4 817 
8 18 ). Her own history is interesting as a picture 
of domestic and social life, and particularly as an 
example of the position a Hebrew woman might 
occupy at the head of a household. Her power 
of initiative and freedom to act are prominent 
features in the narrative. It would almost appear 
as if she were proprietor of the land which belonged 
to the family, or perhaps rather an heiress who 
had brought wealth to ner husband (4 8 * a great 
woman,' cf. 1 S 23 s , 2 K 4 13 8 s ). It has been supposed 
that by the date of the events recorded in ch. 8 she 
was a widow. Even in these circumstances her in- 
dependence is notable. W. B. Stevenson. 



SHUNI (-jn?).— A son of Gad, Gn 46'« (A Zawfj, 
D and Luc. SowWs). Nu 26 ,s (B Zowel, AY Zovrf, 
Luc. 2wwi). The gentilic name Shunites (-jen) 
also occurs in the latter passage. 

8HUPHAM, BHUPHAHITES, SHUPPIH.-See 

Muppim and Shephupham. 

SHUR (tb> ; LXX usually Soup, but Gn 25" SowjX, 
1 S 15 7 Affa-ovp, 27 8 a confused doublet -^ovp tct«xmt- 
fUvwv). — The name of a place, or district, on the 
N.E. border of Egypt. It is mentioned Gn 16' 
(where the angel finds Hagar ' by the fountain on 
the way to Shur '), 20 l (Abraham dwelt ' between 
Kadesh and Shur, and sojourned in Gerar'), 25" 
(the Ishmaelites dwelt ' from Havilah— prob. N.E. 
Arabia — unto Shur that is in front of — i.e. east of 
—Egypt ' ; cf. 1 S 15 7 27 8 ), and Ex 15- (where the 
Israelites, after the passage of the Red Sea, go out 
into ' the wilderness of Shur,' i.e. the wilderness 
bordering upon it). The 'way to Shur' was no 
doubt the principal caravan route leading from 
Hebron and Beersheba into Egypt, and having 
close to it (Gn 16") the well Beer-lahai-roi. 
Though the general position of Shur is thus 
clear, the precise meaning of the expression is, 
'however, uncertain. A line of fortresses, if not, 
as others think, an actual wall {anbu), had 
been built at a very early date, as a defence 
against invaders from the East ; * and as the 
Heh. tb' means a wall, it has been often thought 
that this is what the term denotes.t Others, 
starting from the same meaning of 'Shur,' have 
supposed it to denote a long range of white cliffs, 
running parallel with the coast, some 12-14 miles 
E. of the Gulf of Suez, now called Jebel er-R&hah, 
which at a distance presents the appearance of a 
wall (so F. W. Holland in Recovery of Jems. 527 ; 
Porter in Kitto, iii. 1079 f.; Palmer, Desert of 
Exodus, i. 38 f., and others) : it is said, indeed, that 
this range is still called by the Arabs Jebel es-Sur 
(Rowlands in Williams' Holy City, i. 465). It is,- 
however, some objection to both these views that 
tc* is an Aramaic ( Ezr 4 ,s " 16 ) rather than a Heb. 
word (it occurs in Heb. only in poetry, and there 
but rarely, Gn 49=", Ps 18 29 =2 S 22 30 ), and also that 
it has not the art. (as is usual with topographical 
terms possessing an appellative force, e.g. 
jnyn). The most important of the border fortresses 
referred to above was Ta-ru {Tor), the Selle of the 
classical writers, often mentioned as the start ing- 

Sttint of military expeditions (Ebers, I.e. 80 f. ; 
[aspero, I.e. 75 [map], 201 n. 4, and esp. Struggle, 
of the Nations, 122f., 370, 371 f. ;t Erman, 537). now 
Tell Abu-Sefeh, 20 miles S. of Port Said ; and W. 
M. Miiller (PSBA x. [1888], 476, As. «. Eur. 102) 
would identify this fortress with Shur, sup]>osing 
'Shur' (wall) to be its original nanie, represented 
in Egyp. by Za-ru (Tor).% S. R. Deiver. 

SHUSHAN (jew, Xowra, SowrdV).— The Sosa (Ad. 
Est 11 s ) of the Greeks, now Stts or Shush in 
S.W. Persia, between the Shapur and the river 

* M aspero, Dawn of Civil. 861 f. It is mentioned in the 
Flight of Sinuhit, under Usertesen I. (B.C. 27S8-2714, Petrie) ; 
ibid. 469 n., 471 ; Petrie, Egyp. Tale*, i. 100 f. ; W. M. Muller, 
A*, u. Eur. 43 f. ; Sayce, UCif 203 ; Hogarth, A iilh. and A rcA. 
67 f. See also Ebers, Aea. u. die. Bb. Mone't, 78-82 ; Trumbull, 
KadeHh-Barnea, 44 ff. The names and destinations of persons 
passing these fortresses were taken down by officers : see 
Erman, Life in Ancient Egypt, 637 f. ; Hogarth, I.e. 60. 

t Brugsch, HitL of Egypt, cd. ISM, p. 97 ; Sayce, EBB 187; 
Trumbull, 46, 67. Dlllm. also thinks it probable. 

t With representations (from Karnak) of Seti i. returning to it 
in triumph after his Syrian expedition, in the course of which 
he is said to have annihilated the Shasu (Bedawin) * from the 
fortress of Ta-ru, as far as Pa-Kan' ana' [prob. a little 8. of 
Hebron] (Brugsch, I.e. 244 ; Hogarth. 58). 

5 Hommel conjectures that Shur is abbreviated from A r 
(cf. Gn 2.T 3 ), the name of a tribe mentioned by the side of Egypt 
(and Gaza) in two Minnan inscriptions (AHT 238-45, 249. isi 
263). But see Konig, Fut\f neve aral. LandtehafUnainen, 17 '. 
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of Dizful (the ancient Koprates). It was for 
many centuries the capital of Elara, and after- 
wards one of the three capitals of the Persian 
empire, and is sometimes described as standing 
on the Choaspes (Hdt. v. 49; Strab. xv. 3. 4), 
sometimes on the Eulteus (Arr. Exp. Alex. vii. 
7 ; Ptol. vi. 3; Plin. HN vi. 27). This was due 
to the fact that the Choaspes (now the Ker- 
khah) originally bifurcated at Pai Pul, 20 miles 
above Susa, its right branch following its present 
course, while the left branch flowed east of 
Susa, absorbing the Shapur 12 miles to the 
south and afterwards joining the Pasitigris (now 
the Karun). The ruins of Susa were excavated by 
Williams and Loftus in 1851-1852, and more re- 
cently by Dieulafoy and de Morgan. They covered 
a space about 6000 ft. long from E. to W., by 4500 
ft. broad from N. to S. The greater part of them, 
however, cover the buildings of the Persian, not 
of the Elamite, city. On the west is the high 
mound which marks the site of the Elamite cita- 
del. East of it are the remains of the palace of 
Darius Hystaspis, and immediately to tne north 
the ruins of the Apadana or audience-chamber, 
also the work of Darius, which was restored by 
Artaxerxes Longimanus after a fire, and again by 
Artax. Mnemon. The walls of the Apadana and 
palace were adorned with exquisite friezes of enam- 
elled brick, much of which is now in the Louvre. • 

Susa is probably referred to in Bab. documents 
of the age of the second dynasty of Ur (c. B.C. 
2400) under the name of Sas and Sisa, which is 
stated to be a city of Elam, but the native name 
was Susun. This seems to be connected with the 
words smc-ti and aassa, which in the older and 
(ater Susian dialects signified 'former,' and so 
would mean 'the old' city. In the early days 
of Bab. history, however, the chief city ol Elam 
was not Susa, but Anzan. ' Already in B.C. 2285, 
Kudur-Nankhundi, king of Elam, carried away 
the image of the goddess Nana from Erech to Susa. 
Susa, however, has been shown by the recent exca- 
vations of de Morgan to have still been at this 
time a province of Babylonia, inhabited by a 
Semitic population. It was not until after the 
rise of the Kassite Dynasty in Babylonia that the 
kings of Anzan made themselves masters of it. 
From this time forward Susa was the capital of 
the non- Semitic Elamite sovereigns, many of 
whose names have been recorded in the inscrip- 
tions of Babylonia as well as in those of Elam 
itself. These latter, though written in the Bab. 
cuneiform characters, are in the agglutinative lan- 
guage of Elam, which was closely allied to the 
Amardian or Neo-Susian dialect of the second 
column of the Aclurmenian inscriptions, and is 
still but partially deciphered. 

About B.C. 647, after a long and desperate 
struggle, the Elamite forces were annihilated by 
the Assyr. army of Assurbanipal, and Susa was 
captured and razed to the ground. The images 
of its gods and kings were taken to Assyria, 
and the monuments of its former princes were 
destroyed, the bones of their occupants being 
scattered to the winds. When Susa rose again 
from its ashes we do not know ; Xenophon (Cyr. 
viiL 6. 22) and Strabo (xv. 3. 2) state that Cyrus 
made it his capital (see also Hdt. iii. 30. 65, 70) ; 
but its palace, according to inscriptions found on 
the site, was built by Darius Hystaspis. In Dn 8* 
the prophet is said to have had a vision ' at 
Shushan the palace' in 'the third year of Bel- 
shazzar,' but Belshazzar never actually reigned 
over Babylonia. An account of the palace in the 
time of Xerxes is given in Est I s " 7 . When Susa 
was entered by Alexander the Great, he found in 
it twelve millions sterling and the Persian regalia 
(Air. Exp. Alex. iii. 16). After the rise of the 



kingdom of the Seleucids, Susa gradually fell into 
decay, being superseded by Babylon and Seleucia. 
When the kingdom of the Sassanids was conquered 
by the Arabs, the site of Susa was finally deserted. 
(Loftus, Chaldcea and Susiana, 1857; Dieulafoy, La 
Perse, la Chaldte et la Susiane, 1887, L'Acropole 
de Suae, 1890 ; Billerbeck, Susa, 1893 ; de Morgan, 
Delegation en Perse, vol. ii., containing the Semitic 
inscriptions found at Susa, edited by Scheil, 1900). 

A. H. Sayck. 
8HU8HANCHITE8 (ir^jW ; B Soiwwagafo, A 
lovaavcLxciioi). — The Shushanchites or inhabitants of 
SHUSHAN (Susa) are mentioned in Ezr 4" amongst 
the colonists settled by Osnappar (Assurbanipal) 
in Samaria (cf. KAT* 375 f., 610 f.). 

SHUSHAN BDUTH.— See Psalms, p. 155*. 

SHUTHELAH (n^wf; B Zoi/rdXa in Numbers, 
ZwddXal in 1 Chronicles ; A Qvoova&Xa and 6ot/- 
ad\a in Numbers, 2w0dXa and 2««Xe in 1 Chron- 
icles ; Vulg. Sutliala ; gentilic name Shuthelah- 
Ites 'n^nyn; B 6 2oirro\o«i, A 6 GowraXoi). — In Nu 
26P-* (P») Shuthelah, Becher, and Tahan are given 
as the clans of Ephraim, and Eran as a 'son 'or 
subdivision of Shuthelah. In the LXX Becher is 
omitted, Tahan becomes Tanach, and Eran (py) 
becomes Eden (pjr). The parallel passage 1 Ch 
7*"" has been variously altered and expanded ; 
instead of a list of three co-ordinate clans and one 
subdivision, MT has a genealogy beginning with 
Ephraim and extending to Joshua, into which is 
inserted an episode concerning certain descendants 
of Ephraim (for which see Beriah). Instead of 
Shuthelah, Becher, and Tahan as clans of Ephraim 
we have Shuthelah as the son, Bered the grand- 
son, Tahath the great-grandson of Ephraim. As 
the genealogy proceeds the names repeat them- 
selves. There is a second Shuthelah, and the ' and 
Telah ' (nSm) of v.* 9 is probably a torso of a third. 
Tahath occurs again in v. 30 , and Tahan of v.'-* is a 
variant of Tahath. Eleadah and Elead (v.***-) are 
variants of the same name ; Zabad is a variant of 
'and Bered.' Ladan (pyV) may be a variant of 
Elead hjrhe), and also represent the 'to Eran' 
(pyS) of Numbers. Thus in 'Shuthelah . . . 
Eleadah,' (v.»<-) '[Tahath] . . . Elead,' (v.») 
' [Shu]T[h]elah . . . Ladan,' we seem to have three 
versions of the same genealogy variously supple- 
mented, all three, perhaps, ultimately based on 
Nu 26 s8 " 37 , combined with some other source, in 
which Ezer and Elead were subdivisions of the 
clan Shuthelah. Cf. Genealogy, VII. 4. 

LXX B has tor v.W. ■ And the sons of Ephraim : Sothalath. 
The sons of Laaija, Noome his son, Zabed his son, the men of 
Gath,' etc. The omissions may be clue to the carelessness of 
scribes, but it is also jxwisible that the names omitted by LXX 
were a very late addition to MT. YV. H. BENNETT. 

SHUTTLE.— Only Job 7« ' My days are swifter 
than a weaver's shuttle ' (rjjt, prop. ' loom ' ; cf. Jg 
16" [the only other occurrence of the Heb. word] 
and Moore's note there). See art. Weaving. 

SIA (Ksrc), Neh 7«, or 8IAHA («njr;p), Ezr 2".— 
The name of a family of Nethinini (called in 1 Es 
S'^Sua) who returned with Zerubbabel. 

LXX in Neh 7« : B 'Amwi, A 2#<u«, N -toswi, Luc. W;«t ; 
in Ezr 2-m : B Itik, A''* 'Armit, Luc. lir.mt. 

SIBBECAI — See Mebunnai. 

8IBB0LETH — See Shibboleth. 

8IBHAH (rTjair ; 2</3a/*d, in Jer. bxrtprjua ; Sabama, 
Sibama).—See Sebam. 

SIBRAIM (on?P ; B 2<£pd/t, A 2c*pd/t, Q Ze<f>palu ; 
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Sabarim). — One of the points on the ideal northern 
boundary of the Holy Land, described by Ezekiel, 
was to be 'Sibraira which is between the border 
of Damascus and the border of Hamath ' (Ezk 47 18 ). 
Its site_ is uncertain. Von Kasteren (Buhl, 67) 
would identify it plausibly with Khurbet Sam- 
ba-rive, between Meri 'Ayyun and Hermon. 

C. W. Wilson. 
SICCUTH.— See CuiUN and Rephan. 

SICKLE stands in EV of OT for two Heb. 
words, the distinction between which is not ap- 
parent.— 1. rynn Dt 16" 23* ; 2. V}$ (cf. Aram. 
magalta, Arab, manjal) Jer 50 (27) M , Jl 4 (3) 13 
(fig. of judgment). The LXX in all these pas- 
sages has bptvtxpop, which is also the NT word for 
•sickle' (Mk 4*. Rev 14"- »• » «*• »). See, 
further, art. Agriculture, and fig. in vol. i. p. 50*. 

8ICY0N (ZtKvc&r, Xvkvuip, or 2i'«r«i£r). — This name 
occurs in a list of places in 1 Mac 15 s3 , to which 
Lucius, the consul, on behalf of the Romans, wrote 
(B.C. 139) to beg them to be friendly to the Jews, 
and to deliver up to Simon the high priest any 
fugitives from the Jews that had taken refuge with 
them. All the places mentioned in this passage 
were constantly visited by the trading vessels from 
Syria on their way to Italy. The matter of the 
letter is most prol>ably authentic, though the form 
cannot be correct 

Sicyon is a town on the Gulf of Corinth, a few 
miles to the N.W. of Corinth. The name seems 
to mean ' cucumber-town.' The town stood ori- 
ginally on the shore with an acropolis above it, 
and this latter formed the town in the time of the 
Maccabees. In their time it was always to be 
found on the side of the Romans, and the direction 
of the Isthmian games was assigned by them to the 
inhabitants of Sicyon, though afterwards they were 
deprived of it. It appears to have been the centre 
of Roman power for that part of the world. 

H. A. Redpath. 

SIDDIM, YALE OF (a'Tr? pry ; LXX r, <pd P ayt (or 
KwXds) i) dXufci) ; Onk. Sam. vale of fields [i.e. onfn] ; 
on Aq. Theod. see Field. The meaning of a^v 
is obscure; a connexion with Arab, sidd, *dam,' 

* mound ' (Conder, Tent IV ork, 208), is very doubtful). 
— The place in which the kings of the hve cities of 
the Kikkar joined battle with Chedorlaomer and 
his allies (Gn 14 3 - 8 ) ; said in v. 10 to be full of wells 
of Bitumen (which see). In v.» it is identified 
with the Salt Sea ; but this (if the entire sea is 
meant) is geologically impossible ; for the Dead 
Sea existed ages before the time of Abraham : 
either therefore the clause v. 3b is a late and in- 
correct gloss, or the reference (if the narrative is 
historical) is to the shallow S. part of the Dead 
Sea (from the peninsula el-Lisdn S. -wards), where, 
in the time of Abraham, there may have been dry 
land. This view, already allowed by Noldeke in 
1869, has also been adopted by the two geologists 
who have written most recently upon the subject. 
Blanckenhorn, in an elaborate geological study 
'On the Origin and History of the Dead Sea' 
yZDPV, 1890, 1 : 59), says (pp. 51-53) that to the 

• critical geologist ' the matter is ' extremely 
simple ' : at the beginning of the post-glacial period 
what is now the shallow S. part of the Dead Sea 
was fertile soil (like the present Ghor es-S&fiych, 
at its S.E. corner [seo Zoak]) ; but an earthquake 
took place, which caused a subsidence of the 
ground, and overthrew all the cities except Zoar; 
the 'Vale of Siddim' was engulphed by the S. 
part of the Dead Sea, and the site of the four cities 
became the present saline morass (6 m. broad by 
10 long), es-Sebkha* S. of the Dead Sea ; t a tradi- 

" The word 'Sehkha' means salt and iratcri/ {rrottiid. 

t Against the view that these cities were at the A'urth end of 



tion of this prehistoric event is preserved in Gn 19, 
where it is connected with the history of Lot. 
Blanckenhorn considers that this earthquake was 
' tektonic,' i.e. connected with a dislocation of the 
earth's crust, taking place at a 'fault' (such as 
pass along both the E. and the W. sides of the 
Dead Sea).* Diener, in a criticism of his article,? 
while agreeing that it was an earthquake which 
destroyed the four cities, regards it not as 
' tektonic,' but rather as a local subsidence, accom- 
panied by an effusion of underground water, which 
may well have taken place in the age of Abraham 
(pp. 13-16, 22) ; as a parallel he quotes the earth- 
quake near Lake Baikal (in Central Asia) in 1862, 
which broke up a large area of the adjacent 
alluvial soil, so that it sank, and the lake covered 
it. Blanckenhorn in his reply (ZDPV, 1898, H. 2, 
pp. 65-83) maintains (pp. 70-76) that this view is 
improbable, and inconsistent with the fact that all 
the conditions for a 'tektonic' earthquake are 
present in the Jordan Valley ; and he supports his 
opinion by quotations from two high geological" 
authorities, bliss and Homes. Which of these two 
views is the more probable, a writer who is no 
geologist is naturally not in a position to say ; 
perhaps some one sufficiently conversant with the 
geology of the district could explain whether it 
might not be possible to combine them, or, in other 
words, to suppose that the ' tektonic ' dislocation, 
producing the broader features of the S. end of the 
Dead Sea, took place at the beginning of the post- 
glacial period, while the local subsidence, producing 
the submergence of the ' Vale of Siddim ' under 
the present lagoon, and overthrowing the four cities, 
may have followed long afterwards, in the days of 
Abraham.^: S. R. Driver. 

SIDE (HSn ; Side).— One of the towns to which 
the Roman Senate sent letters in favour of Simon 
Maccabceus and the Jews (1 Mac 15 s ). It was 
colonized by Cyme, surrendered to Alexander, be- 
came the chief port of the pirates,— who used it as 
a market to dispose of their plunder,— and was an 
important town under the Roman emperors. It 
was closely connected with Aradus in Phoenicia, 
and the men of Side and Aradus fought side by 
side in the fleet of Antiochus the Great when it 
was defeated by the Rhodians off the harbour of 
Side. The town occupied a low triangular pro- 
montory on the coast of Pamphylia. It had two 
harbours, and was strongly fortified. The ruins, 
now known as Eski Adalia, are about 10 miles east 
of the Keupri Su, Xhe river Euryraedon, and are 
extensive and interesting. They include the 
remains of a very large theatre, the city walls and 
their gates, temples, a nymphseum, streets with 
covered porticoes, etc (Murray, Hbk. to Asia 
Minor, p. 173). C. W. Wilson. 

SIDON, 8ID0NIAN8.— See ZlDON, ZlDONIANS. 

SIGN (nHit, vfiiuto*, sionum) is used throughout 
the Bible of any symbol or token, but more especi- 
ally of such as mark the relation of man to God 
and theprovidential care which God lavishes upon 
men. The rainbow was the first sign of this (Gn 
9'*) as the token of a Divine covenant. The Jews, 
from the beginning of their chequered history, 
counted themselves God's chosen people; and 

the Dead Sea, see vol. iil. p. 151*- 1>, and art Zoar ; it is at the 
S.W. corner of the Dead Sea, also, that, according to Blancken- 
hom (pp. 60, 53, and Profll iv. in Tatel iv.), bitumen deposits 
(cf. Gn 14)0) are particularly abundant 

• See Blanckenhom's Geol. map. 

♦ Mitth. der kai*. kirn. Geogr. (it*, in Wien, 1897, pp. 1-22. 

t Prof. Hull does not seem either in his PBF Memoir on tlu 
Geol. of Arabia Petraa and Palatine or in Mount Seir (pp. 
109 ff., 133) to have discussed the special question of the form*, 
tion of the Sebkha. Blanckenhorn (1898, p. 76) denies that it 
is a purely alluvial formation. 
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circumcision was the sign of the covenant relation 
in which a Jew stood to the God of Abraham (Gn 
17", Ito 4"). Living under the direct rale of J", 
they looked for signs of His power and pledges of 
His care at every crisis of their fortunes. Such 
were the plagues of Egypt (Ex 10 3 ) ; such was the 
visitation vouchsafed to Gideon ( Jg 6 17 ) ; such were 
the events by which Saul was assured of his future 
dignity as king (1 S 1U 7 ). The prophets frequently 
allege their forecasts of the future as signs that 
their message is from J" (Is 7" 38', Jer 44 29 , Ezk 
14 8 ). St. Paul's observation that 'Jews ask for 
signs' (1 Co I 3 *) is abundantly illustrated by the 
Gospels (Mt I2» 16\ Lk lP«-» Jn 4«) ; they 
demanded of Christ credentials of His authority 
to speak in the name of God. It will be olwerved 
that a sign need not necessarily be miraculous (see 
1 S 2 31 , and esp. Is 8 18 20* where the expression 
sign and wonder is applied to events which were 
only extraordinary because unexpected); the dis- 
tinction between natural and supernatural pheno- 
mena was not clearly conceived by the simple piety 
of the Jews.* But (although John did no sign, 
Jn 10 41 ) a sign is closely associated with the idea 
of prophetical prediction and warning. That was 
th^ motive of the sign of Jonah (Mt 12 33 ). A sign 
was given to the shepherds (Lk 2 U ) ; Simeon de- 
clared that Jesus Himself was fit irnntiw AmXryi- 
neroy (Lk 2 34 ). Christ's miraculous works are 
spoken of all through St. John's Gospel as His 
signs (Jn 3 a 4 54 etc.) ; they are the signs of one who 
declares 'His almighty power most chiefly in 
showing mercy and pity.' So signs were wrought 
in His name by the apostles (Mk 16*', Ac 4 10 ), by 
Stephen (Ac 6 s ), and by Philip (Ac 8 a 1S ) ; and the 
signs of an apostle are claimed by St. Paul (2 Co 
12 ,s , cf. Ac 15"). And, though we may not recog- 
nize them when they come, the end of the present 
dispensation shall be ushered in by signs (Mt 24 s0 , 
Lk 21« 2 Th 2 s , Rev 12' 13 18 15' W* 19*). To seek 
a sign is not necessarily a mark of faithlessness 
(see Jn 6*) ; on the contrary, faith will naturally 
look for such tokens of the Divine protection, it 
is the demand for prodigies, riparcL, which is the 
mark of an ill-instructed and undisciplined mind 
(Jn 4 48 ). See MIRACLE, NATURE. 

J. H. Bernard. 
SIGNET.— In the early days of civilization the art 
of writing was practically limited to a class of pro- 
fessional scribes. Every one outside that class, from 
the king downwards, needed a signet to authenticate 
the documents with which he was concerned. Hero- 
dotus, i. 195, says of the Babylonians, atfrprryiSa 8t 
txturrot *x e «- An immense number of these seals 
have come down to us, Egypt and Assyria being 
the two great sources from which, directly or by 
imitation, the leading types havo been derived. 
One of the earliest and most persistent forms is 
that of the scarab, originating in Egvpt, but imi- 
tated bv the Phoenicians and others. These scarabs 
■were often made of clay or steatite, and bore the 
owner's name on the flat side. Another very early 
variety is the Assyrian and Babylonian cylinder of 
jasper, chalcedony, or other stone, % of an inch to 
14 inches long and from J inch to 1 in. diam., pierced 
longitudinally, and worn on a linen or woollen cord 
rouud the neck. Ball (Light from the East, p. 24) 
figures some of these, which are said to range from 
B.C. 4500 downwards. The name of the owner and 
of the deity whom he specially worshipped were 
engraved on them ; sacred emblems and scenes are 
also common, such as a god slaying a lion, a tree 
guarded by genii. Conical signets, with the device 
on the broad end and the attachment at the top, 

* At Ex 7* the LXX translates ns'iD a wonder, by ripUin, show- 
ing that there was no very sharp distinction between rr.ux'm and 
*4*tf ; cf. also Lk 233. See Trench, Miracles, pp. 1-6, for the 
subject of this article. 
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have also come down to us from very early ages. 
Amongst what are classified as 'Hittite' gem6 
there are several other shapes ; some almost hemi- 
spherical, with hole near the top ; some nearly 
annular ; a few stone rings ; tablets with a device 
on the lower side ; lenticular gems ; square or 
polygonal tablet*, with a design on each side ; 
seals with handles. Some very ancient Greek 
signets are gold rings with large bezels, on which 
are designs that originated in Assyria or Egypt. 
In the yEgean Islands and elsewhere engraved 
bean-shaped pebbles of various materials have been 
found, to which the names ' island ' or ' lenticular ' 
gems were given. The signets found in Palestine 
are mainly oval in form. Such of them as bear a 
device, in addition to a name, are either of Phoen. 
workmanship or imitations thereof. And the Phoe- 
nicians themselves were under the influence of 
Babylonian or Egyptian craftsmen. Amongst the 
designs may be mentioned the Phoenician palm- 
leaf, a border of pomegranates, a bull, a worshipper 
whose attire reminds us of the Egyptian priests, a 
winged circle. The matter on which the signet 
was pressed was wax or prepared clay. There is 
an allusion to the latter at Job 38'\ and excellent 
illustrations are to be found in the photographs of 
jar-sealings given by Flinders Petrie in Royal 
Tombs of the First Dynasty. 

Judith's signet (onh, irjnn Gn 38 18 - a ) is worn by a 
cord C?'n?) round his neck, as the inhabitants of the 
Arabian towns wear their seal-rings still. He 
gives it as a pledge, because it was the one thing 
which could be proved to belong to him, and would 
serve to identify him. Pharaoh (Gn 41 4a ) took off 
his signet-ring (nys?) from his hand and put it on 
Joseph's ; it was the Egyptian custom to wear the 
signet on the finger (cf. Jer 22 w ). Joseph was now 
enabled to sign decrees on behalf of the king. Jer 
22* Hag V*, Sir 17 M 49" indicate the value of the 
rings in question. Sir SB'' 7 shows that in the 2nd 
cent, before Christ the seal engravers must have 
occupied a prominent place amongst the artisans 
of the day. 2 Ti 2 ltf refers either to the two in- 
scriptions which were sometimes engraved 011 two 
sides of a seal, or to the authentication of a docu- 
ment by each party affixing his signature. Such 
passages as 2 Es 2**, To 9* imply that the signet 
was used as a mark of proprietorship. When 
Darius (Dn 6' 7 ) seals the den with his own signet 
(k,?'V) and that of his lords, and when the Jewish 
authorities (Mt 27 M ) 'made the sepulchre sure, 
sealing the stone,' the idea was that if the impres- 
sion was broken the fact could not be hidden, for 
the culprits would not be able to reproduce the 
stamp. In this connexion it should be remembered 
that one of Solon's laws forbade gem engravers to 
keep an impression of any gem they had sold, lest 
another should be made exactly like it (Diog. 
Laert. i. 57, in Miildleton, Engraved Gems, p. 22). 
Greek and Roman letter- writers were also so much 
afraid of their letters being tampered with, that at 
the close of the epistle they often described the 
seal. See also Ring and Seal. J. Taylor. 

SIHON (jn'p and firrp, cf. for the ending pfrjj ; 
BA ~2-ntbi>, Luc. 2«civ ; Vulg. Schon). — A king of 
the Amorites defeated by the Israelites at Jahaz 
after crossing the Arnon. This battle marks the 
commencement of the straggle for the possession 
of the land, and the end of the journeyings past 
friendly tribes with which Israel was forbidden to 
contend. The account of Sihon's defeat is given 
in Nu 21 21 -*, and is followed by a poetical extract 
from an older source commemorating a defeat of 
Moab. The account iB repeated in I)t 2 M " 87 [with 
the additional statement that the country was 
treated as ffR (see Curse)], and in Jg H 18 -" 
References are made to Sihon's defeat and the 
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assignment of the land in Nu 32», Dt l 4 S* 8 4 4S - « 
29 7 31* Jos 2"> 9 10 12 3 13 10M - « 1 K 4», Neh 9", Ps 
185" 136 19 . 'Sihon' in Jer 48" is in parallelism 
with ' Heshhon,' and equivalent to the city of 
Sihon. 

In these passages the name of Sihon occurs 
almost invariably in close connexion with that of 
Og, king of Ba-shan. The territories of these two 
kings became the inheritance of Israel on the E. 
of the Jordan, and were assigned to Reuben, Gad, 
and the half tribe of Manasseh. According to 
Nu 21 98 the Amorite king Sihon had, before the 
coining of Israel, taken from the Moabites the 
portion of their kingdom lying to the N. of the 
Anion. For the criticism of this passage and of 
the song in Nu 21* 7 " 30 , and discussion of the wars 
of Sihon against Moab and Israel, see art. Moab 
in vol. iii. p. 409 f. A. T. Chapman. 

8ILA8 (2/Xa», in Acts), 8ILYANUS (ZtXouarfe, in 
Epp. ).* — A prophet and leading member (ijyovncyos) 
of the primitive church of Jerusalem (Ac 15 ri - M ), 
who seems to have possessed the Roman citizenship t 
( 16 s7 ). He was sent as a delegate of that church to 
Antioch, along with Judas Barsabbas as colleague, 
and in company with Paul and Barnabas, in order 
to convey to the converted Gentiles of Syria and 
Cilicia a brotherly greeting, and the epistle which 
embodied the decrees of the Council of Jerusalem ; 
and also to 'tell them the same things by mouth,' 
with any necessary explanations (Ac 15 32 "*). Silas, 
as well as Judas, remained at Antioch 'for some 
time,' and, in the exercise of the gift of 1 prophecy,' 
' exhorted the brethren with many words, and 
confirmed them ' ( 15**). Thereafter he returned to 
Jerusalem ;J but, prior to St. Paul's Second Mis- 
sionary Journey, Silas came again to Antioch, 
perhaps along with St. Peter, on the occasion of 
the latter's visit recorded in Gal 2", or at St. 
Paul's invitation after the rupture with Barnabas 
(Ac 15*). St. Paul's choice of Silas as missionary 
colleague (lo 40 ) was particularly appropriate in 
view of the projected tour 1 through Syria and 
Cilicia' (lo 41 ), to the Gentile Christians, for which 
Silas had been accredited by the church of Jeru- 
salem (15 28 ). If Silas possessed the Roman citizen- 
ship, this may also have led, in part, to his being 
selected, in view of missionary ' perils from the 
Gentiles,' as well as from the Jews. The accept- 
ance of St. Paul's invitation by a leading member 
of the church of Jerusalem, even after the apostle's 
ecclesiastical as well as personal difference (Gal 
H ut -) with Barnabas, the trusted ambassador of 
that church (Ac IV*), testifies to the fulness of 
confidence reposed at that time in St. Paul by the 
more liberal Jewish Christians. 

In company with St. Paul, Silas journeyed not 
only through Syria and Cilicia, but in Lvcaonia, 
Phrygia, Galatia, and the Troad (Ac 16 1 " 8 ). He 
crossed over with the apostle to Macedonia, shared 
his varied experiences at Philippi (16 ,aB -),§ accom- 

* Silo* may be a contraction of Silvonu* (cf. Apollo* from 
Apollonius), or the original name (peril. =zhs 1 Ch T 33 , but see 
Z ihn , EM. i. 22 f .), of which Silvanus is a Latinised form. Several 
persons called Silas are mentioned by Joeephus (Ant. xiv. iii. 2, 
xviii. vi. 7 ; Vita, 17). The identity of Silas and the Silvanus 
of 1 Th 11, 2 Th 11, and 2 Co 1">, is generally accepted (cf. 
Ac 171 18»); although pseudo-Doroth. (6th cent) in his 2Jy- 
yfixu.ua represents them as separate individuals ; and Weizsiicker, 
with some hesitation (Apott. Age, i. 292 f.), suggests, without 
reasonable grounds, that the author of Acts has substituted 
Silas of Jerusalem for the Pauline Silvanus, ' in order to signalize 
the apostle's connexion with the primitive Church.' 

t So Ew.HI vii. 361 ; Mey. Comm. ; Kamsay, St. Paul, p. 176 ; 
M ^Oiffert, Ap. Age, 242, etc On the other side, see Wendt 
(Comm.), who regards the inclusion of Silas with St. Paul in 
A: 16 vr - as due to ' inaccuracy for the sake of brevity.' 

! Ac 15 34 is prob. an interpolation ; it is not found in KAB. 

} For vindication of the credibility of Ac 162W4 (assailed on 
internal grounds by Weizs., Wendt, and R Weiss) see Giesekke 

. SK, 1808, p. 348ft, and Exp. Times, March 1398, p. 274 f. 



panied him to Thessalonica, and thence to Bercca, 
where he remained with Timotheus after St. 
Paul's departure for Athens (IT 14 ). He rejoined St. 
Paul, apparently, not at Athens, as originally 
had been intended (17 ls ), but (owing probably to 
the apostle's early departure from that city) at 
Corinth (18 8 ).* His evangelistic service there is 
referred to in 2 Co V*. In the two letters, sent 
by St. Paul from Corinth to the Thessalonians, 
Silvanus is associated with him in the opening 
salutations. His name then disappears from the 
history. 

That he did not leave Corinth in company with St Pan! 
appears to be indicated by Ac IS 18 , and by the absence of all 
reference to him in the record of the remaining stages of St. 
Paul's 8eoond Missionary Journey (1|W) That he did not 
settle at Corinth, in permanent charge of the church there (as 
suggested by pseudo-Doroth., who calls him bishop of Corinth ).♦ 
may be inferred from the omission of any greeting to him in 
1 and 2 Cor., and also from the fact that both Timotheus and 
Titus act as deputies of St. Paul in Corinth a few years later 
(1 Co 4", 2 Co 8* 1218) Probably Silas left Corinth during St. 
Paul's protracted sojourn of 18 months (Ac 18"). He may not 
have been prepared for longer absence from Jerusalem. More- 
over, at Corinth, where the Jewish element in the church 
was weak (Ac 188), St. Paul does not seem to hove felt bound to 
impose the decrees of the Jerusalem Council (1 Co 8). These 
decrees were intended, immediately at least, for the churches 
of Syria and Cilicia; they were 'delivered for to keep" in 
Lycaonia (Ac 16') ; but at Corinth the circumstances were dif- 
ferent. We can readily understand, however, that the bearer 
of the Council's communication might deem it improper for 
him to take part in any deliberate disregard of the Council's 
compromise between liberty and restriction, and would feel 
constrained, without any personal quarrel, to separate from 
one who went beyond what 8ilas's own fellow-churchmen of 
Jerusalem would approve. The addition of Timotheus, also, to 
the missionary party, and the strong personal attachment of 
St. Paul to him, may have caused Silas to feel that he was no 
longer indispensable to the apostle, and may thus have loosened 
the tie between the two men. Beyond question, the attitude of 
the Jewish Christians towards St. Paul changed considerably 
prior to the Third Missionary Journey. It was about this time 
that the Judaistic counter-mission to Qalatia and elsewhere 
originated ; and the same broadened ecclesiastical policy of St. 
Paul, which aroused the hostility of the narrower party in 
Jerusalem, probably also cooled, to some extent, the cordiality 
previously subsisting between the apostle and the more liberal 
section to which Silas belonged. J 

It is highly probable, although not certain, that 
the Silas or Silvanus who was St. Paul's associate 
is the Silvanus referred torn 1 P 5 la as the bearer § 
of St. Peter's Epistle from Rome H to the Christians 
of Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
The separation of Silas from St. Paul would 
naturally lead to the resumption of the former's 
intimate relations with St. Peter, between whom 
and Silas, as both Jewish Christians of liberal 
views on the whole, there would be full sympathy ; 
and the description of St. Peter's Silvanus as • a 
faithful brother' to the Christians in the above- 
named provinces, fits in with the experience of St. 
Paul's colleague, who, long before, bad visited a 
portion, at least, of the churches now addressed by 
St. Peter, and would be probably known by repute 
to all. More than ten years had passed since 
Silvanus had parted from St. Paul. 1 he apostle's 
last visit to Jerusalem, his charitable errand, his 

* It is possible, however, that Silas (as well as Timotheus) 
may have come to Athens, and returned to Macedonia for some 
special purpose. 1 Th 3l f - is not decisive on the point. Silas 
and Timotheus are probably the brethren referred to in 2 Co 
1 1» as having brought from Macedonia what supplied St. Paul's 
needs. 

t The same designation is given to Silas in the IriumfiM, or 
Memorial of Peter and Paul (a compilation, ascribed to the 9th 
cent., but embodying more ancient material ; see Lipsius, Apak. 
A post. ii. 9, 10). The testimony, however, of both documents 
is discredited by their representation of Silvanus as bishop of 
Thessalonica, apparently owing to 1 Th 1', 2 Th 11. 

J This coolness is perhaps suggested by the summary manner 
in which St. Paul's visit to Jerusalem is referred to in Ac 18** 
(see Farrar's Life of St. Paul, ii. p. 5) ; and it manifests itself, 
on that apostle's side, in the somewhat disparaging tone of 
Gal 28, written from Ephesus during St. Paul's Third Journey. 

| Possibly, but not necessarily, the amanuensis also of St. 
Peter (see vol. iii p. 790, and Ewald, HI vii. 464) 

II The Babylon of 1 P 5" is usually interpreted as me ming 
Rome (see voL L 213 f., iii 769). 
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conciliatory attitude on that occasion, and his 
subsequent sufferings for the truth, had doubt- 
less improved the relations between him and 
Jewish believers (Ac 21. 24 17 ). The majority of 
St. Paul's extant letters, moreover, had prob- 
ably by this time come into circulation, and pro- 
duced a favourable impression on Hebrew Chris- 
tians. In 1 Peter extensive use is made of Pauline 
ideas and phraseology, especially those of the 
Epistles to the Romans and Ephesinns (see vol. iii. 
7>*8). Accordingly, since at the time when 1 Peter 
was written St. Paul either was a prisoner at 
Home, or hod recently suffered martyrdom, the 
mission of Silvanus, as representative of both 
ajiostles, may have been part of an Apostolical 
eirenicon, expressly designed to undo, in Galatia 
and in Asia Minor as a whole, the effect of earlier 
rivalry and friction between the Pauline and the 
Jewish parties in primitive Christendom. (See 
vol. iii. p. 791). 

The names of both Silas and Silvanus are 
included, as different individuals, in the list of 
the 1 Seventy ' compiled by pseudo - Dorotheos. 
The position of Silas as a yyov/Awot of the church 
at Jerusalem renders it fairly probable that in this 
instance the catalogue is correct. For the con- 
jecture that Silas is the author of Hebrews (Boh me, 
-Ij-nster) there appears to be no foundation. The 
adoption of the name Silvanus by Constantino, the 
founder of the pseudo- Pauline Paulician heresy in 
the 7th cent., indicates a conviction that Silas 
remained faithful essentially to Pauline views. 

Literatvre. — A eta Sanirt. 13th July fxxx. 462); Cellarius, 
df SUa l Lipsius, Apok. Ajrjexch. i. p. 203, il. Off., iii. 277 ff. ; 
Ewald, III vii. 361 ff., 464; Weizsacker, Aptrnt. Age (Index); 
McGlffert, Apott. Age, pp. 230-242, 420. H. CoWAN. 

BILK.— See Dress in vol. i. p. 024\ 

8ILLA (K^p ; BTaaXXd", A TaaXXaS ; Seta).— Joash 
cas murdered 'at (AV 'in') the house of Millo, 
on the way that goeth down to Silla' (2 K 12*°). 
Millo was possibly either the acropolis of Mount 
Zion or one of its towers, and Silla was, appar- 
ently, in the valley below. There is no clue to its 
position. It has been suggested, from the reading 
of the LXX, that the Hebrew name may, origin- 
ally, have commenced with gai 'ravine,' as in the 
case of Ge-hinnom. For other conjectures see 
Benzinger in Kurzcr Hdcom. ad loc. 

C. W. Wilson. 

SILOAM. — A place mentioned, apparently, four 
times in Scripture : ( 1 ) Is 8 8 ' the waters of Shiloah ' 
(nSxrt 4 shooting forth ' or ' sent forth ' ; B ZeiXudp, 
A ZiXudfi ; Luc, An., Svmni., Theod. SiXwrf ; Vulg. 
Siloe). (2) Neh 3'» ' the pool of Siloah ' (RV 
Shelah, n^n ; BA Ko\vnp/,dpa tup kuSIup : * piscina 
Siloc). (3) Jn S 7 'the pool of Si loam' (it. rod 
ZiXud/t; natatoria Siloe) : (4) Lk 13* ' the tower 
in Siloam ' (6 irvpyot if rip ZiXwd/t ; turns in Siloe). 
The Rabbis and early Jewish travellers use the 
word with the article (mSvn hash-ShtlOah) as in the 
Bible. Josephus gives the name as 2<Xwd, ZtXwat, 
and EtXwd/t ; the Greek Fathers have ZiXu&n ; and 
the Latin Fathers, following the Vulgate, have 
Siloe and Syloe ; Arabic 'A in Silwdn. 

Excepting the statement in Neh 3' 9 that the 
wall of the ' pool of the Shelah ' was close to the 
king's gardens, which were on the south side of 
Jerusalem, and the fair inference that the wall of 
the pool formed part of the fortifications of the 

* Shelah is possibly a corrupt form of the earlier ShUdah, due 
to a change in the pronunciation, or in the spelling of the word 
during the period that intervened between Isaiah and Nehemiah. 
The meaning of ihelah in Hebrew is 'dart,' but in Talmud ic. 
Hebrew ' akin ' ; and the LXX adopted the latter interpretation. 
They and the earlier Rabbis apptar to have regarded the pool of 
the SheUb, or of the ' theep-skina,' as being distinct from the 
poo) of Siloam. 



city, the Bible gives no indication of position. 
Josephus, on the other hand, distinctly states (BJ 
v. iv. 1) that the spring (inryh) of Siloam was at 
the end or mouth of the Tyropoeon ravine, which 
separated the hill of the upper city and the lower 
hill. This position is indicated in other passages 
(BJ U. xvi. 2; v. iv. 2, vi. 1, xii. 2; VI. viii. 5), 
and agrees with the statements of Jerome, who 
writes of the fons Stive as flowing ' in radicibus 
Montis Moria' (in Matt. 10), and 'ad radices 
Montis Zion ' (in Is. 8') ; and also as watering the 
gardens of Hinnom and Tophet (in Jcr. 8. 19 6 32 s8 ). 
The Bordeaux Pilgrim (a. p. 333) and all later 
pilgrims place Siloam near the mouth of the valley 
that runs through the midst of Jerusalem, and 
there is every reason to believe that its general 
position is represented by the present 'A in Silwdn 
and Birket Silwdn. 

Tlie Birket Silwdn, situated in the narrowest 
part of the Tyropoeon ravine, is an artificial pool, 
which receives its supply of water, by transmission 
through a rock-hewn tunnel, from the 'Ain Sitti 
Mariam, or Fountain of the Virgin — an inter- 
mittent spring in the Valley of the J£idron. A 
little below the B. Silicon, at the very mouth of 
the ravine, which is here closed by a dam of 
masonry, there is a second and larger pool, known 
as the Birket el-Hamra. This pool, long filled 
with soil, and now an open cess-pit, received the 
surplus waters of Siloam before they were utilized 
in the irrigation of the gardens which once filled 
the open space below the junction of the Tyropoeon 
with the Valley of the Kidron. 

The Fountain of the Virgin, the only true 
spring at Jerusalem, is very generally identified 
with GlHON, and the changes made in the distribu- 
tion of its watere are intimately connected with 
the history of Siloam. * After the capture of Jeru- 
salem by the Hebrews, possibly during the reign 
of Solomon, the water of the spring was impounded 
in a reservoir in the Kidron Valley, and used for 
irrigating the king's gardens, which filled the 
valley to the south. This reservoir, the site of 
which is lost, is called by Josephus (BJ v. iv. 2) 
' Solomon's Pool.' After a time the water was 
carried by a rock-hewn conduit (discovered by Dr. 
Schick, PEFzt, 1886, p. 197 ff. ; 1801, p. 13 ff.) down 
the west side of the Jtidron Valley, and through the 
extremity of Mt. Moriah, to a pool in the Tyropoeon, 
so that it might be more accessible to dwellers 
in the lower parts of the city. To this conduit, 
with its slight fall and gently flowing stream, 
Isaiah possibly referred when he compared (Is 8*) 
'the waters of Shiloah that go softly' — typical of 
the unseen working of God and of the prosperity 
that would follow the confidence in Jehovah which 
he was urging upon the people— with the turbulent 
waters of the mighty Euphrates overflowing their 
banks, — an emblem of the overwhelming violence 
of the great world-power, Assyria, with which the 
people were seeking alliance. 

At a later period the winding rock-hewn tunnel 
which connects the Fountain of the Virgin with 
the Birket Silwdn was made, and the water of the 
spring was collected in the two reservoirs in the 
Tyro|»ceon Valley. The execution of this remark- 
able work may be ascribed with much probability 
to Hezekiali, who, prior to the Assyrian invasion, 
stopped ' the upper spring of the waters of Gihon, 
and brought it straight down to (or on) the west 
side of the city of David ' (2 Ch 32 30 , cf. 2 Ch 32«, 
Sir 48"). In June 1880 a Hebrew inscription (see 
Literature at end) in old Semitic characters was 
discovered on the east side of the tunnel, about 
25 ft. from its exit at Siloam. The inscription 
records that the tunnel was excavated from both 

•The Targ. Jon., Pesh., and Arab. VS8 read 'Shiloah' for 
' Oihon ' in 1 K 1». 
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ends, that the workmen met in the middle, and 
that the length was 1200 cubits.* There is no name 
of any king, and this, with the ahsence of a date, 
seems to indicate that the inscription was cut by 
one of the workmen employed, and hod no official 
character. The form of the letters is not opposed 
to the view that the tunnel was made during the 
reign of Hezekiah. The serpentine course of the 
tunnel is attributed hy M. Clermont-Ganneau 
( Let Tombeaux de Dai-id et dcs row de Juda et le 
Tunnel- Aqnedur de Siloe, 1897) to the prior exist- 
ence of the rock-hewn tombs of the kings, which 
he places immediately north of the great southern 
bond. The view that this curve is due to design, 
and not to accident or bad workmanship, is sup- 
ported by the existence of shafts from the surface 
which determined its direction at two important 
points (PEFSt, 1882, plan, p. 123). 

Excavation has shown that the present Birlcet 
Silicon has been constructed within the limits of 
the ancient pool of Siloam. The original pool 
measured 71 it. from N. to S. and 75 ft. from E. to 
W., and was for the most part excavated in the 
rock. A flight of rock-hewn steps led down to it 
from the city, and it could be emptied by a sluice- 
gate at its southern end. After the return from 
the Captivity, possibly during the reign of Herod, a 
covered arcade, 12 ft. wide, 22J ft. high, and roofed 
with large flat slabs of stone, was erected in the 
pool, and ran round its four sides. This was prob- 
ably the condition of the pool when Christ told the 
blind man (Jn 9 7 ) to go and wash 'in the pool of 
Siloam (which is by interpretation, SentJ.'t 

In the 6th cent, a three-aisled church wu built, with its high 
altar directly above the point at which the stream issued front 
the tunnel, and its south aisle over the northern arcade of the 
pool. The church was entered from the north, on which side 
there were an atrium, and a narthex with a flight of steps 
leading down to the level of the north aisle. It appears to have 
been tho work of the empress Kudocia, who is said to have 
included the pool of Siloam within the city wall. In the reign 
of Justinian the basilica was converted into a domed church,} 
I which is noticed by Antoninus Martyr (e. 570), the only pilgrim 
who ment'.ons a church at Siloam. | The church must after- 
wards have been destroyed, probably during the Persian 
invasion (014), for it is not again mentioned (Bliss, Exravationt 
at Jerum'.mi, pp. 132-210; Outhe, ' Ausgrabungen bei Jeru- 
salem,' in ZDPV v. p. 62 ff.). 

The larger pool, Birktt el-Hamra.]] has not been 
completely examined, but excavation has shown 
that it is partially cut in the rock, and that the 
dam of masonry at its lower end, which has a 
thickness of 20 to 8 ft., and is strengthened by 
buttresses, is at one point 44 ft. high. The con- 
struction of tjie dam, and the manner in which its 
masonry is bonded into the rock at either end, 
shows that, like the dam of the Birlcet Israil, it 
formed part of the defences of the city (Bliss, I.e.). 
The pool is probably the work of Hezekiah, and 
referred to (Is 22") as the mikveh, or 'ditch (RV 
reservoir) between the two walls for the waters of 
the old pool.' The dam is apparently the wall of 
the ' j>ool {bfrckhah) of the Slielah ' repaired by 
Shallun (Neh 3 18 ). This pool is mentioned by the 
Bordeaux Pilgrim, by Antoninus Martyr, and 
other pilgrims, and, in the Middle Ages, it was 
frequently called Natatoria Siloe, to distinguish 
it from the upper pool of Siloam. The tunnel and 

* Condcr, in his very complete description of the tunnel 
{PEFSt, 1882, p. 122 ff.), gives its length as 1700 8 ft., or. 
approximately, 1200 cubits of 17 in., and states that the point 
of junction was 1M4 ft. from the Siloam end. See also PEFMem. 
' Jerusalem,' p. 34. r >. 

t On the play upon the meaning of the word, and on the 
parallelism between 'the sent one' and 'the sent water,' see 
Basil on Is 8. 

J The itotfition of the church with regard to the pool is not 
unlike that of St. Mary in probatica, in the Pool of Bethesda 
near the Church of St. Anne. 

i The church is also mentioned in the life of 8t. Peter the 
Iberian (400-488). 

II This name is derived from the hard red cement full of 
pounded pottery which is used for lining cisterns, and is locally 
called hamra. 



the pools are possibly referred to in 2 Ch 32*. Is 
22» and Sir 48". 

The water of Siloam is described by Josephus as 
being sweet and abundant (BJ v. iv. 1); and by 
the Rabbis, who attributed digestive properties to 
it, as being clear and sweet. On the last day of 
the Feast of Tabernacles, water from the spring 
was poured upon the altar (Neubauer, Gtog. da 
Talmud, p. 145 f.). In 085 Mukaddasi, a native of 
Jerusalem, calls the water 'fairly good' ; but the 
author of the Marasid (c. 1300) savs that it was 
then no longer sweet. Writers of the 15th and 
16th cents, call it brackish but wholesome. As 
the spring depends upon the annual rainfall for its 
supply, tlie water, which percolates through vast 
accumulations of refuse, must to a certain extent 
be impure, but it is still used for drinking pur- 
poses by the villagers of Silwdn and by the jHxir 
of Jerusalem. In consequence of the miracle 
wrought on the blind man, the water and pool are 
held in much honour by Jews, Christians, and 
Moslems. Healing properties, especially in the 
case of eye diseases, have l>een attributed to t.ie 
water from the early days of Christianity, and 
numerous legends have gathered round it. Chris- 
tians believed that it came from Sliiloh or from 
Mt. Zion ; Moslems, that on the night of 'Arafat it 
came underground from the holy well, Zemzem, 
at Mecca. A small perennial stream flows from 
the Fountain of the V irgin to the Fool of Siloam, 
and its volume is increased, at uncertain times, by 
a sudden msh of water from the spring. The 
Bordeaux Pilgrim, Jerome {in In. 8 6 ), and most of 
the pilgrims, write of the increased flow as periodic ; 
but in reality it varies greatly, and is dependent 
upon the rainfall and the season. During a wet 
winter the stream swells two or three times a 
day, whilst in summer the rise takes place only 
once in two or three days.- All knowledge of the 
tunnel through which the stream runs was lost for 
several centuries, and it was first rediscovered in 
tho 13th cent. It may perhaps even be inferred 
from the silence of Josephus that the Fountain of 
the Virgin was unknown to him, and that it was 
first opened, after its closure by Hezekiah, some 
centuries later. 

After the capture of Jerusalem hy the Arabs a village sprang 

up in the valley below the pool. In 1047 Nasir-i-Kbuarau found 
an endowed hospital, with salaried physicians, and many build- 
ings, erected for charitable purposes, near the spring. Early in 
the 12th cent, there was a small monastery at Siloam, but altout 
1300 the buildings were in ruins, and the irrigated garden*, 
which had been bequeathed by one of the Khalifa to the poor of 
Jerusalem, had disappeared. By the middle of the 17th cent, 
the pools were filled with rubbish, and the tradition, which had 
lingered into the 10th cent., that a church dedicated to the 
Salvator illuminator had once stood above the mouth of the 
tunnel, was lost. The village of Siloam, Eefr Silwdn, on 
the left bank of the Kidron Valley, at the foot of the Mount of 
(Hives, is of comparatively recent growth. Christian anchorites, 
and afterwards Moslems, are alluded to as living in the caves ; 
but (^uaresmiiiR, in the 17th cent., is the first to distinctly 
mention the village by its present name (Guy le Strange, Pal. 
under the Monlemt; Tobler, Die Siloahquelle und der Oelberg ; 
P.P. Text Society translations). 

The ' tower in Siloam ' (Lk 13'). of which nothing 
further is known, may have Injen one of the towers 
in the city wall near the pool. 

Literature. — The principal authorities for the sate and the 
description of the pool have been cited in the article. For the 
inscription and its bearing on the history of the Hcb. alphabet, 
see esp. Driver, Text of Samuel, p. llff. (with facsimile, tran- 
scription, and translation); Weir, Short lliet. of the Heb. Text 
of OT, Off.: Killing in Ces.-Kautzsch's llrb. Grant. ; Sorin 
(plate 8 in ZDPV iv.. and. in an amended form. Die Siloahin- 
Hchrift, Freiburg, 1809); Lidzbarski, Uandb. d.nordeem. Epi- 
nraphik, 1808; cf. Cheyne in PB, 'Isaiah,' 143. 

C. W. Wilson. 

8ILYANU8. — See Silas. 

BILYER (Hp? [Aram. »|C?]. tpyvpos, &py6fKo*) cornea 
next to gold in the list of precious metals. Its 
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value arises partly from its comparative rarity, and 
partly from its properties of resistance to corro- 
sion, brilliant white lustre, malleability, ductility, 
and the like, which make it a specially suitable 
material for artistic workmanship. The know- 
ledge and use of silver in classical and Bible lands 
go hack to prehistoric times. This metal appears 
in Homer as put to a great variety of purposes. 
Vessels and ornaments made of it were found by 
Schliemann at Mycenie. Silver is equally in evi- 
dence among the remains of the ancient Egyp- 
tians, Assyrians, and Hittites. It is repeatedly 
mentioned in the Tel el-Amarna tablets. 

Silver is rarely found in the native state,- and 
has almost always to be extracted from some form 
of ore. The principal Asiatic source of it in 
ancient times was in the mountains of Armenia 
and Kurdistan. Homer (//. ii. 857) refers to the 
special excellence of the silver brought from 
Alybe in Pontus. The mines of these regions 
have been wrought by the Turkish Government in 
modern times. In Europe the silver mines of 
Laurium in Attica were of considerable import- 
ance, and proved a rich source of wealth to Athens. 
There were also mines in Thrace and Epirus. But 
the most abundant supplies of silver were obtained 
from Spain. The workings there were at first in 
the hands of the Carthaginians, and it was when 
the Romans obtained possession of them that 
silver first became plentiful in Italy, though it 
had previously been used in art by the Etruscans, 
who may have derived their supply of the metal 
from Gaul or from the Phoenicians. 

Silver was obtained from its compounds by 
smelting along with other metallic ores, of which 
that of lead was essential to the process. At a 
high temperature the lead combined with the im- 
purities in the silver to form a heavy ' slag,' which 
separated by its weight from the molten silver, 
leaving the latter pure. 

The relative values of gold and silver varied in 
ancient times. As long as the supply was restricted 
to Asiatic sources, silver was scarcer than it after- 
wards became. There are indications of a struggle 
for supremacy between the two metals at first, 
and even of a preference for silver to gold in some 
places. In Egypt silver is always mentioned before 
gold in the inscriptions, and silver objects are rarer 
than golden ones in the tombs. From a fragment 
of Agatharcides it appears that in ancient Arabia 
silver was reckoned 10 times more valuable than 
gold. The laws of Menes in Egypt fixed the value 
of gold as 2J times that of silver. Herodotus (iii. 
95) makes gold equal in value to 13 times its weight 
of silver. The Egyptian asem (Gr. lj\eicrpot> [or -oj], 
Lat. electrum) was a highly prized alloy of gold 
and silver. 

Silver was an early form of currency, and at first 
was reckoned by weight (see Money, vol. iii. p. 
418 ff. ), coinage being unknown among the Hebrews 
before the Exile. Hence in OT 199 is frequently 
tr. ipydfnov by LXX, and 'money' in EV. It is 
»lso occasionally rendered ' price,' and once (Is 7 s8 ) 
* silverlings.' Similarly in Apocr. and NT dpyOptoy 
is often tr. 'money.' 'Piece of silver' stands in 
one passage (Lk 15") for fyaxui}. 

The mention of silver in Scripture as a medium 
of exchange goes back to the time of Abraham 
(Gn 23"- 18 ). Silver is an item constantly enumer- 
ated in accounts of wealth, spoil, and tribute. 
The wealth of Solomon is indicated by his making 
silver as plentiful as stone in Jerusalem (1 K 10 27 , 
Sir 47 18 ), and that of the restored Jerusalem is 
described in the promise, ' for iron I will bring 
silver' (Is 60 17 ). So Tyre (Zee 9 s ) and the wicked 
man (Job 27 18 ) are said to ' heap up silver as dust.' 
Idols were made of silver or plated with it. It 
was the material of various parts of the Taber- 



nacle (sockets, fillets, hooks, etc.), of the trumpets 
of the priests, and of many of the sacred vessels 
of the temple. Vessels of silver were a form of 
votive offering (Nu 7 passim), and were part of the 
furniture of wealthy private houses (2 Ti 2 M ). 
Joseph's divining cup was of silver (Gn 44 J " r -). 
This metal was used tor chains (Is 40 1B ) and orna- 
ments ( 'jewels,' Gn 24 M ; ' pictures,' Pr 25"). Silver 
'shrines,' or models of the temple of Diana, were 
largely made and sold at Ephesus (Ac 19 34 ). Silver 
mines are referred to in Job 28', and the process 
of refining is alluded to in Pr 17 3 27* 1 25 4 , Zee 13 y , 
Mai 3 s etc. It is described with special fulness in 
Jer 6 s8 " 30 (where it is represented as fruitless) and 
in Ezk 22 17 " 22 . In both of these passages special 
emphasis is laid on the presence of lead among 
the other metallic ores. These other metals and 
the impurities combined with them are the ' droas ' 
of silver. 2 Ch 9" tells how Solomon obtained 
silver from Arabia. Tarshish is named as the 
source of the metal in 2 Ch 9", Jer 10 9 , Ezk 27", 
the second of these passages referring specially to 
the silver being ' spread into plates.' In 1 Mac 8 s 
the acquisition of the Spanish mines by the Romans 
is mentioned. Silversmiths are mentioned in Wis 
15* (dpyvpoxtxn) and Ac 19 2 * (ioyvpoKirwot). There 
was a guild of this craft at Ephesus, of which in 
St. Paul's day Demetrius was a leading member. 
In LXX ipyvpoK&ros is the tr. of «pi* ('founder,' 
Jg 17 4 ) and of (AV ' founder,' RV [as inf. abs.J 
' refine,' Jer B 48 , where also fTf = ipyvpoKoreu>). 
' Silver plate ' is the equivalent of ipytpw/ju in Jtk. 12' 
15", 1 Mac 15 33 . The plumage of doves in sunlight 
is described in Ps 68 1S as ' wings covered with 
silver.' Wisdom and instruction are frequently 
compared for preciousness to pure silver, as are 
also the words of God (Ps 12"). The refining of 
silver is a figure for the discipline of the righteous 
(Ps 66 10 , cf. also Is 48'°). Silver turned to dross is 
a metaphor for moral deterioration (Is l* 4 , Jer 6*). 

For questions connected with currency and coin- 
age see Money. 

Liter aturr. — Polybius, xxxiv. 9; PUny, BN xzxiii. 23, SI; 
Erman, Life in Ancient Egypt, 461 ; Ijiyonl, Xineveh, ii. 264 ; 
Perrot and Chipiez, Hint, of Art in Sardinia, Jiidcea, etc. ii. 
268 ; Hamilton, Researches, L 231 ff. ; Del Mar, Hut. cf Precious 
Metal* , 221 ff. ; Schroder and Jevona, Prehistoric Antiquities, 

isoff. Jambs Patrick. 

SILYERLING — See Money in vol. iii. p. 432». 

SIMEON (pwi> ; LXX and NT Zv/tetfr, whence 
RV form usually employed in NT, Symeon).— A 
common name amongst the Jews, esp. in its later 
(Greek) form Simon (see art. Peter (Simon), ad 
init.). The Heb. name is used of — 1. The second 
son of Jacob and Leah, Gn 29 s *. The etymology, 
or at all events the original signification of the 
name, is unknown. J, in Gn 29* 1 " 85 , characteristi- 
cally derives it from ( = 'hear : ), and reports 
that ' Leah said, Because the Lord hath heard 
(shdmd) that I am hated, he hath therefore given 
me this son also, and she called his name Simeon 
{Shim'&n).' Only two incidents in the history of 
Simeon are related in the Book of Genesis. In 
conjunction with his brother Levi he is said to 
have massacred the Shechemites in revenge for the 
dishonour of his sister Dinah (Gn 34). The details 
of the story are obscure, and are drawn from 
several sources, whose standpoint is not always the 
same. The real significance of this narrative we 
shall seek to appreciate in art. Simeon (Tribe). 
The other occasion upon which Simeon is mentioned 
is when Joseph determined to detain one of his 
brothers in Egypt as security that they would 
return with Benjamin (Gn 42 s4 ). From the circum- 
stance that Simeon is selected for this purpose, it 
has been supi>osed that the narrator means to 
insinuate that he had been the chief actor in the 
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tragedy that led to Joseph's servitude in Egypt. 
The truculent character of Simeon, as vouched for 
by the massacre at Shechem, might also be sup- 
posed to furnish the justification for his severe 
treatment; but it is questionable whether the 
narrator (E) of his detention in Egypt had any 
such reference in his mind, seeing that among the 
sources of Gn 34 E has no place, and consequently 
he may have been ignorant of that story. It is 
more probable that in Gn 42 s4 Simeon the second 
son or Jacob is detained as a hostage rather than 
lieu ben the firstborn, because the latter, according 
to E (Gn 37* 1 ), had acted a more friendly part than 
the rest of Joseph's brethren, and had sought to 
deliver him out of their hands. 

The rape of Dinah and the massacre of the 8hechemites were 
commemorated in verse by the Jewish or Samaritan poet 
TheodotuB (c, 2110 B.C.). It is instructive to compare the Judg- 
ment passed upon the act of the two brothers in On 49 (cf. 34») 
with what we find in some of the literary productions of post- 
exilian Judaism. Words of disapproval and severe censure give 

Elaoe in the latter to hearty approval and warm eulogy. The con- 
rast is strikingly displayed in the Book of Judith, whose heroine 
belongs to the tribe of Simeon, and whose estimate of the char- 
acter and conduct of her progenitor is as different from that 
ascribed to Jacob in QenesiB as her language is offensive to 
good taste (Jth 9»- ; cf. Book oj Jubilees, ch. 30). 

2. The great-grandfather of Judas Maccabseus, 
1 Mac 2 1 . 3. An ancestor of Jesus, Lk 3 s ". i. The 
'righteous and devout' (SIkcuos ical tdXap-As) man 
who took the infant Jesus in his arms and blessed 
Him, on the occasion of the presentation in the 
temple (Lk 2P"-). The notion that this Simeon is 
to be identified with a Rabbi who was the son of 
Hillel and the father of Gamaliel I. is as precarious 
as the apocryphal legends about his two sons 
Charinus and Leucius ; see Nicodemus (Gospel 
OF). The very existence of a Rabbi Simon ben 
Hillel is doubtful (see Sehiirer, HJP II. i. 363), and 
in any case he was not, as late legends assert, 
president of the Sanhedrin, an office which in the 
time of Christ was always held by the high priest 
(see Sanhedrin, p. 401). If the Simeon of St. 
Luke had been Hold's son, is it conceivable that 
he would have been introduced simply as ' a man 
in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon'? 6. A 
prophet and teacher at Antioch, whose surname 
was NIGER (Ac 13 1 ). 6. Ac 15", 2 P l 1 (RVm). 
See Peter (Simon), vol. iii. p. 756. 

J. A. Seltiie. 

SIMEON (Tribe).— The history of this tribe, 
which theoretically traced its descent to the second 
son of Jacob and Leah, is involved in considerable 
obscurity. From the fact that Shaul, the eponym- 
ous head of one of its families, is called ' the son 
of the Canaanitish woman ' (Gn 46 10 , Ex 6 18 ), we 
may infer that it contained a considerable admix- 
ture of non-Israelitish elements. From Jg I s * 17 
we learn that, at the beginning of the conquest of 
Canaan, Simeon joined his forces with those of 
Judah. It was probably not long thereafter that 
Simeon and Levi together sought to gain a settle- 
ment in Mount Ephraim, which was then occupied 
by the Canaanites. Such at least is a plausible 
interpretation of the tradition which underlies the 
narrative of Gn 34. Upon any theory it is difficult 
to disentangle the details of that story, for the 
chapter in question is, in its present form, not 
homogeneous, and the different narratives date 
from different periods, and are inspired by different 
motives (cf. artt. II amor, and Jacob in vol. ii. p. 
530 f.). None of these narratives is at all suitable 
to pre-Mosaic times, and there is much plausibility 
in the theory of Wellhausen, that we have here a 
reminiscence of an attempt on the part of Dinah 
bat- Leah (a branch of Simeon) and the other 
Simeonites, in conjunction with Levi, to possess 
themselves of the town of Shechcm by treacher- 
ously 'taking advantage of the friendly relations 



that had hitherto subsisted between them aid the 
Canaanites. 

Whatever degree of success may have attended 
the enterprise at first, its ultimate consequences 
were most disastrous, for the Canaanites of the 
surrounding districts appear to have attacked and 
practically annihilated the invaders (cf. Moore, 
Judges, 240). This explains the insignificance or 
the entire absence of Simeon in the subsequent 
history of Israel. The shattered remnants of this 
tribe, which had begun its warlike activity in 
alliance with Judah, now fell back upon the latter 
for protection and a share of the land (Jos 19*). 

In the Song of Deborah (Jg 5), in which the tribes of Israel 
are praised or blamed according to the part they had played in 
the struggle, both Judah and Simeon are passed over— Judah 
probably because at this period it pursued its own aims in 
complete separation from the northern tribes (cf. On 36), Simeon 
because it was practically part of Judah. 

The absence of Simeon in the Blessing of Moses (Dt 33) has 
been felt to be more surprising, and various explanations have 
been offered, or attempts made to supply the omission. A and 
some other MSS of the LXX, indeed, insert Simeon in v.«>> ' Let 
Reuben live and not die, and let Simeon be many in number' 
(Svfuiit Irrm rtX'ut i, ipiBfiZ). This, however, may be simply a 
deliberate correction of the text, devoid of any support from 
Ueb. MSS. Other solutions of the difficulty have been proposed 
by Kohler (Der Segen Jaeob'i, 6) and Oraetz (Gesch. d. J uden, II. 
i. 486 f.) which have been accepted with modifications by Heil- 
prin (Hist. Poetry of the Hebrews, i. lis ff.) and Bacon (Triple 
Tradition qf the Exodus, 270 f.). Founding upon the unnatural 
shortness of the blessing of Judah, and the character of Levi's 
blessing, which seems too warlike for a non-secular tribe, Kohler 
conjectures that v.v has fallen out of its place and should follow 
v.10. so that vv.7. u would form the blessing of Judah. GraeU 
boldly substitutes '8imeon' for 'Judah' in v.7, a method of 
procedure which is approved by Heilprin and Bacon as far as 
v.7» is concerned, while at the same time they change the order 
of the verses as Kohler proposed. We thus obtain (v. "») as the 
blessing of Simeon, ' Hear, O Jehovah, the voice of Simeon, and 
bring him to his people ' (the latter prayerperhaps referring to 
the Simeonites who, according to 1 Ch 4*», found a settlement 
in Mt. Beir). The blessing of Judah would then be contained 
in v.7»> ' Judah with his hands contends,' etc., and v." ' Bless, 
Lord, his substance,' etc. —But, however plausible these explana- 
tions may be, there will probably be little hesitation in assenting 
to the judgment of Dillmann (approved by DriverX that the 
corrections of the text which they involve are ' too violent ' to be 
probable. The death-blow which Simeon received so early in his 
career is quite sufficient to account for the non-mention of him in 
Dt 33, even if we ascribe a considerable antiquity to that chapter. 

The early decadence of this tribe is implied also 
in the priestly narrative of the Hexateuch, for 
while at the first census (Nu 1°) Simeon counted 
59,300, at the second (26 14 ) it had fallen to 22,200. 
Knowing the methods and the motives of the 
Chronicler, we can of course attach no import- 
ance to his introducing the tribe of Simeon as 
numerous in the time of David (1 Ch 12 s ), especi- 
ally when we observe that elsewhere even he is 
compelled to acknowledge its feebleness ( 1 Ch 4"). 

The question has been needlessly raised, To which 
of the two divisions did the tribe of Simeon attach 
itself at the disruption of the kingdom ? The 
truth is that long before that event this tribe had 
ceased to have any independent existence, having 
been nractioally absorbed by Judah. The Ohron- 
icier, indeed, perhaps in order to make up the 
number ten, appears to reckon Simeon as belong- 
ing to the N. kingdom (2 Ch 15» 34"; cf. Ezk 
48* L *• *, Rev 7 7 ). There is probably more founda- 
tion for the tradition which he has preserved of 
conquests made by Simeonites in the time of 
Hezekiah(l Ch 4 J84s ). 

The list of the sons of Simeon is given in Gn 46 M 
and Ex 6 16 . A different list appears in 1 Ch 4 s4 '-, 
which is practically identical with another in Nu 
26 1 ** 14 . Simeon's towns are named in Jos 19 s " 6 and 
(with the exception of some deviations due prob- 
ably to copyists' errors) in 1 Ch 4**\ All these 
towns are in Jos Iff-*" 32 " 48 reckoned to Judah, and 
to the same tribe are elsewhere reckoned such of 
them as Ziklag (<1 S 27 e ), Hormah (1 S 30^), and 
Beersheba (1 K 19*). This is in perfect harmony 
with the conclusion already reached, that Simeon 
was absorbed by Judah ; and this same conclusion 
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is strengthened by the circumstance that after the 
return from the Exile there is no mention of 
Simeonites, but only of Judahites as dwelling in 
any of the above cities (Neh ll*'-). 

In addition to what is contained in the OT, the Pal. -Jewish 
literature supplies a multitude of details regarding the tribe of 
Simeon and its eponymous head (cf. especially Tint, of Ttcelvt 
Pair, and Bk. of Jubilees). These stories are too manifestly 
apocryphal to merit serious consideration ; and the basis is not 
more substantial upon which Dozy (de ltraelieten te Mekka) 
builds his theory that the sanctuary at Mecca was founded by 
8imeonites in the time of David. In his important monograph, 
der Stamm Simeon (Meissen, 1866), Graf not only rejects this 
opinion as wholly devoid of historical support, but subjects to a 
searching examination the attempt of Movers and Ilitzig to 
discover other OT allusions besides those of the Chronicler to 
Simeonite conquests and settlements outside Palestine. The 
words of Mic l 16 'The glory of Israel shall come even unto 
Adullaiu' have been, strangely enough, connected with the 
history in 1 Ch 4**-«. The exegesis by which this result is 
reached is exceedingly strained, and U:«5 interpretation also 
involves, what was not the case, that 8imeon belonged to the 
N. kingdom. Equally unsuccessful is the attempt to prove 
that it ia the Simeonites of Mt. Seir who put the question in 
Is 21" (' Watchman, what of the night?'). The title of the 
oracle, ' Burden of Dumah,' has been sought to be connected 
with the Dumah of Gn 25", mentioned as a family of the 
Ishmaelites side by side with Mibsam and Mishma, which last 
are in 1 Ch 4 s5 the names of Simeonite families. The latter 
circumstance may legitimately be urged in favour of the proba- 
bility of large admixtures of Ishmaelite as well as Can. elements 
in the tribe of Simeon. But none of the localities known to us 
by the name Dumah will suit the topographical necessities of 
Is 21"f-, and it is far more probable that non is a textual error 
for Dhk (Cheyne in SBOT ; Marti, Jet. ad loe.), or that Dumah 
('silence') is in this instance a symbolical designation of Edom 
(Del., Dillm., and many others). 

Side by side with Dumah we find in Gn 25>* Mas**, to which 
Hitzig finds a reference in Pr 30' 31 1. By an emendation of the 
text he makes the former read, ' Words of Agur, the son of the 
queen of Manga,' while the latter is rendered 'Words of (to) 
Lemuel, king of Massa, which his mother taught him.' Hitzig 
endeavours to connect Massa with the Simeonite settlement in 
Mt. Seir ; but the very most that the evidence entitles us to 
infer is that there may have been -on lshmaelite kingdom of 
Massa, and that its queen, like the queen of Sheba, may have 
had a traditional reputation for wisdom. That this kingdom, 
however, had any connexion with the Simeonites of 1 Ch i*- is 
not proved, and is on many grounds unlikely. 

Literature. — Especially Graf s monograph, dtr Stamm Simeon; 
cf. also his Geteh. BB. d. AT, 221 ; Kuenen, Getam. Abhandl. 
255 fT. ; Wellh. Compos, d. Hex.* 312 ff., 353 f., IJG3S51. ; Stade, 
GVI i. 154 ; Ewald. Hist, ii. 287 f. ; Graetz. Geteh. d. Juden, II. 
i. 466f. ; Kittel, Hitt. of Hebrews, ii. a»; the Commentaries of 
Del., Dillm., Gunkel, and Holzinger on Genesis, and of Dillm., 
Driver, Steuernagel, and Bertholet on JDeut. ; see also Moore, 
Judges, 12, SB, UOL J. A. SELBIE. 

SIMILITUDE, as used in AV, usually means 
'image' or 'likeness. 1 Cf. Gn l' x Tind. 'Let us 
make man in our symilitude and after oure lyck- 
nesse,' and Ezk 8* Gov. (where the Heb. is 
' The symilitude stretched out an honde, and toke 
me by the hayrie lockes off my heade.' The words 
so tr 3 are (1) n'j?e (Ps IQ6 M 144 1S ), for which see 
under Pattern ; (2) njios (Nu 12 s , Dt 4 12 - 18 - >«), for 
which see under Image ; and (3) n?OT (2 Ch 4 8 , Dn 
10' 8 ), which is usually tr* ' likeness.' The last is 
the only word tr* 1 'similitude '.in RV. The words 
tr" 1 ' similitude' in NT are : 6ftolu/ia (Ro5 M ), 6*olv<ris 
(Ja 3 9 ),* and o/xo«6t>ji (Ho 7 18 ) ; in each case RV 
substitutes 'likeness.' See under Pattern. 

But 'similitude' occurs once in the sense of 
illustration, parable, proverb : Hos 12 w ' I have 
multiplied visions, and used similitudes' (to-ik, from 
n ?7 [the root of men] « to be like,' Piel ' to liken '). 
Cf. Mt 13 8 Tind. ' And he spake many thynges to 
them in similitudes'; He Jr Tind. 'Which was a 
similitude for the tyme then present' ; and Lk 4° 
Rhem. ' Certes, you wil say to me this similitude, 
Physic-ion, cure theyself.' J. Hastings. 

SIMON (T-lnuv), one of the commonest names 
amongst the Jews, is a later (Greek ) form of Simeon 
(cf. Ac 15 u , where St. James, in referring to St. 
Peter, uses the archaic form of his name). This 
form is naturally confined to the Apocr. and NT. 

• For the distinction between iu**m and tiuin see Mayor on 
Ja3». 



i. In the Apocrypha. — The name belongs to— 
1. Simon I., the high priest who succeeded Onias I. 
during the Ptolemaic domination (c. 300 B.C.). 
According to Josephus (Ant. XII. ii. 5) he obtained 
the surname of ' the Just ' (o Slicatoi), a designation 
intended, probably, to emphasize his strict legalism 
in opposition to the Hellenizing tendency of the 
majority of the high priests of the Greek period. 
In Pirke Aboth (i. 2) he is said to have been one of 
the last of the Great Synagogue, and the saying 
is attributed to him : ' On three things the world 
is stayed, on the Torah, on the Worship [cf. i) 
\arptia in Ro 9*J, and on the bestowal of Kind- 
nesses' (Taylor, Sayings of the Jewish. Fathers' 1 , 

5. 12). It is very doubtful, however, whether 
osephus is right in identifying Simon I. with 
Simon the Just. Herzfeld (u. 18911"., 377 f.) and 
others claim the title for — 2. Simon II. (Jos. 
Ant. XII. iv. 10), the successor of Onias II. (c. 220 
B.C. ). The same doubt exists as to the subject of the 
panegyric contained in Sir 50 lff \ He is designated 
simply ' Simon the son of Onias the high priest,' 
a title applicable either to Simon I. or to Simon II. 
The graphic description, however, contained in 
this passage leaves the impression on one's mind 
that Ben Sira (c. 180 b.c.) is speaking of an elder 
contemporary (Simon II.) of his own rather than 
of a high priest who had died a century before 
(Cheyne, Job and Solotnon, 180; see, further, 
Kuenen, Gesam. Abhandl. 153 f.; SchUrer, GJV* 

ii. 355 f. [HJP H. L 355 f. ] ; Graetz, ' Simon der 
Gerechte und seine Zeit,' in Monatsschrift, 1857, 
pp. 45-56). 3. A temple official who, out of ill-will 
to the high priest Onias ill., suggested to Skleu- 
CCS IV. the plundering of the temple treasury, 
2 Mac 3*. See Heliodorus. 4. Simon the Mac- 
cabee.— See Maccabees, vol. iii. p. 185. 5. 1 Es 
9* 1 . See Chosameus. 

ii. IN the NT— 1. The Apostle Peter.— See 
Peter (Simon). 2. See Simon Magus. 3. Another 
of the apostles, Simon the Canan,<ean (which see). 
i. A brother of Jesus (Mt 13 88 , Mk 6 s ). It is very 
doubtful whether he should be identified with the 
Symeon who is said to have succeeded James ' the 
Lord's brother' as bishop of Jerusalem (Euseb. BE 

iii. 11, iv. 22), and to have suffered martyrdom 
under Trajan {ib. iii. 32). Hegesippus, whom 
Euseb. professes to quote, describes this Symeon 
as son of Clopas, and calls him dvefidj of the Lord, 
while James and Jude are spoken of as the 
Lord's &Be\<pol. See art. Brethren of the Lord, 
vol. i. pp. 320% 321 b . 5. Simon ' the leper,' in 
whose house a woman anointed Jesus, Mt 26 s , 
Mk 14*. The question of the identity of our 
Lord's host and the cognate questions connected 
with the incident of the anointing arc exhaustively 
discussed in art. MARY, vol. iii. p. 279 ff. 6. A 
Pharisee who invited Jesus to eat with him, Lk 
7 3aff \ On this occasion we read that a woman that 
was 'a sinner' {&napru\6i) anointed Jesus' feet. 
For the relation of this incident to the narratives 
of Mt 26, Mk 14, and Jn 12, see, again, art. Mary 
as just cited, and cf. Bruce, Parabolic Teaching of 
Christ, 250 ff. 7. The father (?) of Judas Iscariot. 
In all the passages (Jn 6" 13 a - *) where this Simon 
is named, the Greek text ('lotiSas 2luu>roi, ' Judas of 
Simon') leaves it uncertain what was his relation- 
ship to the traitor, but the EV ' Judas the son of 
Simon ' is probably correct. It is very precarious 
to identify Simon Iscariot (Jn 6 71 13 M ) with Simon 
the Cananamn. 8. A Cyrenian, who was compelled 
by the Roman soldiers to bear the cross of Jesus 
(Mt 27 32 , Mk 15 s ', Lk 23*). He is described by 
St. Mark as the father of Alexander and Rufus, 
names evidently well known in the early Christian 
Church. The story in the Gospels was perverted 
by some of the Docetic sects, the Basilidians going 
the length of maintaining that Simon not only 
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bore the cross, but was actually crucified in mis- 
take for Jesus. 9. The tanner, with whom St. 
Peter lodged at Joppa (Ac 9" 10 8 - "■ *•). 

J. A. Selbie. 
SIMON MAGUS.— The name usually given for 
t'ie sake of distinction to that Simon who is men- 
tioned in only one place in the NT, but to whom, 
both in Patristic literature and in modern criticism, 
the part assigned is very considerable. There are 
some features in the story of the NT which excite 
our curiosity ; the early Fathers have detailed 
accounts of his false teaching, and give him the 
doubtful honour of being the first of the heresi- 
archs, the source and spring of all later heresy ; 
early Christian romance writers embellished his 
history with many wonderful details, and made 
him the antagonist of Simon Peter, both in verbal 
disputations and in the exhibition of magical arts ; 
while a school of modern critics has found in his 
career and the stories concerning him the chief 
support for a far-reaching reconstruction of our 
conceptions of early Christianity. In order to 
obtain a sound basis for our investigations, it will 
be useful after examining the account in the NT to 
go carefully through the Patristic evidence in 
chronological order, and after that consider the 
fuller narratives of uncertain date contained in 
the Clementine literature and Apocryphal Acts. 
We shall thus be in a better position to estimate 
the force and value of modern criticism, ami be 
able to offer a probable explanation of the various 
difficulties that the problem presents. 



vu. 
viii. 



Simon in the New Testament. 
Simon in Patristic literature to a.d. 400. 
The Clementine literature and Apocryphal Acts. 
Modem critical views. 
The growth of the legend. 
The affinities of Simon's system. 
Simon Magus and simony. 
Simon Magus and the Faust legend. 
Literature. 



i. Simon in the NT. — In Ac & where the 
preaching of Philip in Samaria is described, we 
are told that * there was a certain man called 
Simon, which be fore time in the city used sorcery, 
and bewitched the people of Samaria, giving out 
that himself was some great one ' [\lyap elfai nwa 
iavrbv fttyav). All the people followed him, and 
described him as 1 that power of God which is 
called great ' (oCrot Amr ij tAm/us toD 0eoD 1) kuXov- 
n4vrj fiey&Xt)). When the rest of the city was con- 
verted, Simon also believed and was baptized, and 
continued with Philip, amazed at his miracles. 
When Peter and John came down, they laid hands 
on the converts, who received the Holy Ghost. 
Simon then offered Peter money, saying, ' Give me 
also this power, that on whomsoever I lay hands, he 
may receive the Holy Ghost.' Peter sternly re- 
buked him. 'Thy money perish with thee . . . 
thou hast neither part nor lot in this matter . . . 
thou art in the gall of bitterness, and tho bond of 
iniquity.' Simon entreated him to pray the Lord 
that none of those things might come upon him. 

It will be more convenient to postpone comments 
on this passage until we have collected further in- 
formation on the subject. 

ii. Patristic Evidence.— The earliest informa- 
tion outside the NT comes from Justin Martyr, c. 
15') {Ami. i. 26, 56 [cf. Eus. HE ii. 13. 14] ; Dial. 
120). He tells us that Simon was a Samaritan, of 
the village of Gitta ; he came to Rome in the time 
of Claudius C.Tsar ; by the power of the demons he 
worked miracles, and was honoured in Rome as a 
god, so that a statue was erected in his honour by 
order of the Senate and people, between the two 
bridges, bearing the inscription SIMONI DEO 
SANCTO. Almost all the Samaritans and a few 
of other nations honour him as the first god {wp&ros 
0e<Jt). He took about with him a woman called 



Helena, who had formerly been a prostitute, and 
whom he is said to have called the first conception 
(xpdxrri tryota) which came forth from him. He is 
described as God above ' all rule and authority and 
power.' We also gather that Justin looked upon 
him as the originator of heresy and the source 
whence all later heresies were derived. 

As regards one part of this story an interesting 
discovery has been made. In the year 1574 there 
was dug up in the place indicated by Justin, 
namely, in the island of the Tiber, a marble frag- 
ment, apparently the base of a statue, with the 
inscription SEMONI SANCO DEO FIDIO. It 
is now generally agreed that Justin mistook a 
statue dedicated to a Sabine deity for one dedi- 
cated to Simon (Gniter, Insc. Ant. i. p. 95, n. 5), 
although whether the mistake was his own or was 
earlier than himself we cannot say. But nothing 
in this mistake need invalidate his testimony about 
Simon in Samaria. Justin himself was a Samaritan ; 
he draws attention at least once {Dial. 12 »; cf. 
Apul. ii. 15) to the fact that he had spoken the 
truth to his own disadvantage. On the subject 
of the sect which called itself after the name of 
Simon he must be taken as first-hand evidence. 
And there are strong grounds for thinking that 
we have a fuller account which emanates from 
him. Accounts of Simon Magus are contained in 
the following heresiological works : Irena-us (I. 
xvi. ), pseudo- fertullian (i. ), Hippoly tns {Refutatio, 
vi.), Philaster (29), Epiphanms (Panarion, 21). 
Of these, that in Hippolytus' Refutatio consists of 
two parts ; that from § 7 to § 18, containing extracts 
from a work called 77 pcyiXr) &Tixpturis, ' the Great 
Revelation,' presents a different system from that 
found elsewhere, and will be noticed further on ; 
that in § 19 and § 20 is derived from the same source 
from which the greater part of the matter in all 
the other heresiologists comes. It is now gener- 
ally agreed, and probably on good grounds, that 
this common source was a treatise (avrray/ia) on 
heresies written by Justin and referred to by him- 
self (Apol. i. 26). The following is the account put 
together from these different sources : — 

Simon was said to have taught that he was the highest 
Ood, the most elevated virtue vv'tp wienm iitmuit). He 
carried about with him Helena, who he said was the first 
conception of his mind, the mother of all, by whom he con- 
ceived in his mind to create the angels and archangels. She 
was also called Wisdom (#■« j.'x), according to pseudo-Tertullian, 
and Holy Spirit and Prunious («?•£».«*), according to Epi- 
phanius. She, knowing her father's wish, leapt forth from him 
and created the angels and powers by whom this world and 
man were created. She was unable to return to her father 
because of the envy and desire of those whom she had created, 
and suffered contumely, and was compelled to assume human 
form. She passed through the centuries, as it were, from one 
vessel to another, transmigrating from one female form to 
another. She was the Helen about whom the Trojan war was 
fought; the wooden horse representing the ignorance of the 
nations. After that she passed from form to form, and lastly 
became a prostitute in a brothel at Tyre : she was the lost 
sheep. But since the rulers of the world ruled it ill, and in 
order to redeem her, the 8upreme Power descended to the 
lower world. He passed through the regions ruled by the 
principalities and powers, in each region making himself like 
to those in it, and so among men he appeared as a roan. He 
appeared among the Jews as the Son, in Samaria as the Father, 
in other nations as the Holy Spirit. In Judaea he had seemed 
to suffer, but had not. He allowed himself to be called by 
whatsoever names men liked. He thus succeeded in saving 
Helena, as she expected. He brought man to a knowledge of 
himself, and liberated the world and those who were his from 
the rule of those who had made the world. The Jewish pro- 
phecies, he said, were inspired by the angels who made the 
world. Therefore those who had hope in him and Helena need 
no longer care for them, but might freely do as they would, for 
men were saved according to his grace and not according to 
good works. There wasTio real difference between good and 
bad, they were merely accidental distinctions made by the 
creators of the world. The morality of the sect was, we are 
told, in accordance with these principles. Their priests (mfttici 
tacrrdotti) lived lascivious lives, used magic and incantations, 
made philtres, had familiar spirits, and had images of Simon 
and Helena made in the form of Zeus and Athena. 

Hrgcsippus (c. 180), in a corrupt passage quoted 
by Eiis. iv. 22, speaks of Simon, from whom came 
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the Simonians ; Cleobius, whence the Cleobians ; 
and Dositheus, whence the Dositheans ; and Gor- 
thieus, whence the Gortheni ; and Masbotheus, 
whence the Masbotheans — from these, he says, 
came the followers of Menander ; and he then enu- 
merates the later heretics. It would be interesting 
to know if this heretical genealogy is independent 
of Justin. 

Tertullian (c. 200) does not seem to have any 
original information. He knows the story about 
the statue (Apol. 13). He gives a long account of 
Simon's system.derived apparently from Irenieus('/e 
Animn, 34). He says that even in his own day the 
presumption of the sect of Simon is so great that 
they even presume to raise the souls of the prophets 
from the lower regions (Ecce hod it, eiusdem Simonis 
luereticos tanta presumptio artis extullit, ut eluim 
prophetarum animus ab inferis movere te tpon- 
deant). 

Clement of Alexandria (c. 200) gives us little 
information about Simon. There is a chronological 
remark in Strom, vii. 17 which is quite inexplicable, 
and in Strom, ii. 11 he tells us that the followers 
of Simon wish to be made like the ' Standing One ' 
whom they worship. 

In Hippolytus (Rrfutatio, vi. 7-18) (c. 230 A.D.) 
extracts are given from a work which evidently 
described a somewhat different system, and was 
called ' the Great Revelation.' 

The first principle, according to this, is called £«j>«»t« 
tUmiuc, it is Are or silence ; the fire is of two sorts, e*>i»« 
and nfvrTn, that which is hidden being the secret principle 
which causes that which is open. The world is derived from 
the unborn fire (yim.rit i{ Ayittirtu); first came six roots in 
pairs, male and female, viz. and ir<>««, fn<i and 
kiyiruM and i>Vu.«wi(. Corresponding to these are six visible or 
realized counterparts tipnis and yn, {jx<w and riXK't, mi.p and 
Clue. A large part of the work is devoted to proving the 
system by an allegorical use of the OT, but it is interesting to 
notice that there are elements derived from Aristotle, especi- 
ally the distinction which runs through the whole of Output 
and Utpyu*. Simon calls himself i Irtit, i rrif, i mrinif*, 
implying his prc-existence and his immortality. A short ex- 
tract will be sufficient to show the character of the book : ' To 
you then I say what I say, and I write what I write. The writ- 
ing is this. There are two offshoots of the complete Mons, 
having neither beginning nor end, from one root, which is the 
invisible, incomprehensible power silence, of which the one is 
manifested from above, which is the great power, the intellect 
of the universe, that administers all things, the male principle ; 
but the other is from below, vast thought, the female principle, 
generative of all things. Whence corresponding to one another 
they form a pair (rv!io"«), and they reveal the middle space as 
an atmosphere which cannot be comprehended, having neither 
beginning nor end. But in this is the father who hears and 
nourishes all things that have beginning and end. Thin is he 
who stood, who standeth, who will stand, being a bisexual 
power, the reflex of the pre-existent, unlimited power which 
hath neither beginning nor end, being in solitude; for from 
this the thought which pre-existed in solitude came forth and 
became twain.' 

Besides the extracts from this book, Hippolytus 
also tells us (vi. 20) that Simon went as far as Rome, 
M-here he seduced many by his magical arts, but 
was opposed by Peter. This is the earliest refer- 
ence to a contest with St. Peter at Rome, unless 
the notice in Philaster (see below) was derived 
from the earlier treatise of Hippolytus, in which 
case it would belong to the close of the 2nd cent. 
Hippolytus goes on to give an account of his 
death, different from any that we have in other 
sources. At the end of his life Simon stated that 
if he were buried alive he would rise on the third 
day. He ordered his disciples to dig a grave and 
to bury him. They did as they were ordered, 
* but he remained away even to the present day. 
For he was not the Christ.' 

Vrigen (c. 249 A.D.), in the contra Celsum, v. 62, 
tells us that Celsus, enumerating all the Christian 
heretics, speaks of Simonians who, worshipping 
Helena, or a teacher Helenus, are called Heleniani. 
Origen points out that Celsus has omitted to notice 
that the Simonians never confess Jesus as the Son 
of God, but say that Simon is the power of God. 



In vi. 11 Origen points out that Simon has no 
followers, and Dositheus not more than thirty. 
He adds that this is all the more marvellous, as 
Simon had taken away for his disciples the danger 
of death, saying that to sacrifice to idols was a 
matter of indifference. In the same work (i. 57) 
we are told that Simon has not thirty followers, or 
that that is an exaggerated number. 

Commodian {<:. 230), in Carm. apol. p. 613, speak- 
ing of beasts which have had the power of speech 
by the power of God, tells us of the dog which 
St. Peter made to speak to Simon. This story is 
found in the Apocryphal Acts. 

The author of the treatise de Rzbaptismnte, ch. 
16 (c. 260 A.D.), tells us of followers of Simon who 
make fire appear in the water when they baptize. 

In the Syriac. Didascalia (end of 3rd cent. ), vi. 
8 and 9 (Lagarde, Syriac text, and in Bunsen, A na- 
lecta Antenicmna, ii. p. 325), we have a reference 
to Simon and Cleobius and others of his followers, 
and an account of the final destruction of Simon 
in the contest with Peter at Rome. As this work 
is almost inaccessible, and its evidence is import- 
ant, the following extracts are given in full : * — 

Syriac, p. 100, 1. 18 '(Concerning Simon the sorcerer). For 
the beginning of heresies was on this wise. Satan clothed him- 
self with Simon, a man who was a sorcerer, and of old time was 
his servant. And when we, by the gift of the Lord our God, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit, were doing powers of heal- 
ing in Jerusalem, and by means of the laying on of hands, the 
communication of the Holy Spirit was given to those who 
presented themselves, then he brought to us much silver, and 
desired that, as he had deprived Adam of the knowledge of life 
by the eating of the tree, so also he might deprive us of the 
gift of God by the gift of silver, and might seize our understand- 
ings by the gift of riches, in order that we might give to him in 
exchange for silver the power of the Holy Spirit. And we were 
all troubled about this. Then Peter looked at Satan, who was 
dwelling in Simon, and said to him, "Thy silver shall go with 
thee to destruction, and thou shalt not have part in this 
matter." ' 

P. 101 '(Concerning false apostles). But when we divided te 
the twelve parts for all the world, and went forth among the 
Gentiles in all the world, to preach the word, then Satan 
wrought and disturbed the people to send after us false apostles 
for the refutation of the word. And he sent out from the 
people one whose name was Cleobius, and joined him to Simon, 
and also others after them. They of the house of Simon followed 
me, Peter, and came to corrupt the word. And when he was in 
Rome he disturbed the Church [much], and turned away many. 
And showed himself as though flying. And he laid hold of the 
Gentiles, terrifying them by the power of the working of his 
sorceries. And in one of the days I went and saw him flying in 
the air. Then I rose up and said, " By the power of the name 
of Jesus I cut away thy powers." And he fell, and the ankle of 
his foot was broken. And then many turned away from him. 
But others who were worthy of him clave to him. And thus 
first was established and became that heresy of his. And also 
by means of other false apostles,' etc. 

(Brackets as in Syriac text). 

Amobius (c. 310, contra Gctttes, ii. 12) knows of 
the story of the contest of Simon and Peter at 
Rome. ' For they had seen,' he says, 1 the chariot 
of Simon Magus and the four flaming horses 
scattered by the mouth of Peter, and disappearing 
at the name of Christ.' He had been hurled down, 
and his legs broken ; then, taken to Brunda, worn 
out with tortures nnd with shame, he had again 
thrown himself down from a lofty summit. 

Eusebius (c. 324 A.D., HE ii. 13. 14) gives nn 
account of Simon drawn from Justin Martyr and 
Iremeus, and embellished with somewhat strong 
vituperative language. He then goes on to refer 
to a contest with Peter, first in Juduea, then in 
Rome. 

'Forthwith,' he says, 'the above-mentioned impostor was 
smitten in the eyes of his mind by a Divine and wonderful 
light, and when first he had been convicted in Juda*a by the 
Apostle Peter of the evil deeds he had committed, he departed 
in flight on a great journey over the sea from the East to the 
West, thinking in this way only he would be able to live as he 
wished.' He tells us that he came to Rome, was assisted there 

• The writer is Indebted for these extracts to the Rev. W. C 
Allen of Exeter College, Oxford, who is engaged on a translation 
of the Syriac The passage is also contained in the Latin Frag- 
ment, xxxii. 
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d^U, obtained prreat influence, and wh honoured bv a 
statue. But during the reign of Claudius, Peter himself came 
ix «. And whe " Jhe Divine won! thus made its dwelling 
there, the power of Simon and the man himself were immedi- 
ately quenched.' 

Eusebius and the author of the Syriac Didascalia 
quoted above are the liret writers who speak of 
both a contest in Judam and also one in Rome ; but 
there does not seem to be any reason for thinking 
that either of them had any other source for the 
former than the Acts of the Apostles. We do not 
know Eusebius' source for the overthrow of Simon 
by Peter, and his language is curiously ambiguous. 
Probably he is giving the common story, drawn 
from mere apocryphal writing, the worthlessness 
of which he knows quite well. This makes him 
avoid both a quotation and direct details. 

Cyril of Jerusalem (c. 347, Cat. vi. 14, 15) gives 
an account based upon the Acts and Justin. He 
also gives an account of the destruction of Simon 
when he attempted to fly. It is interesting, as 
we shall see, to notice that he ascribes the tinal 
catastrophe to the joint agency of Peter and Paul, 
showing that he possessed a story which contained 
the names of them both. 

The work de excidio Hitrorolym. iii. 2 (a.d. 368), 
ascribed to Hegesippus, but probably by Ambrose, 
gives an account of a contest at Rome of Peter 
and Paul with Simon. It narrates a considerable 
number of incidents contained in the Latin Acts. 

PhUaster (c. 380 A.D.), in his account of heresies 
(ffcrr. xxix.), knows of the contest at Rome with 
Peter before Nero. He tells us that Simon fled 
from Jerusalem to escape Peter, and came to 
Rome, and then narrates the contest. If this came 
from his source, the early treatise of Hippolytus, 
it would throw the evidence for it into the 2nd 
cent. ; but as it is absent in the parallel passage of 
Epiphanius, and as Hippolytus in his later treatise 
knows the story in another form, it is not prob- 
able that it did. 

Jerome (in Matt. 24 B ) (387 A.D.) tells us that 
Simon said, ' Ego sum sermo Dei, ego sum spe- 
ciosus, ego paracletus, ego omnipotens, ego omnia 

jUCls 

The Apostolic Constitutions, which date from 
Antioch about the year 400, give the legend of 
Simon Magus in what we may call its complete 
form (vi. 7-9)— 

The source of all heresy is Simon of Gitta. First of all, the 
story in the Acts is given. Then comes an account of all the 
false teachers who went forth into the world. Then of 
the contest between Simon and Peter at Cassarea, where the 
companions of Peter were Zacchmus the publican, and Barnabas, 
and Nicetas and Aquila, brothers of Clement, 'bishop and 
citizen of Rome, who had been the disciple of Paul and co-apostle 
and helper in the gospel." They discoursed for three days con- 
cerning prophecy and the unity of the Godhead. Then Simon, 
being defeated, fled into Italy. Then cornea an account of the 
contest at Rome of the same character as we shall come 
across shortly in the Apocryphal Aeti. 

This account is very much fuller than the narra- 
tlV u contained m t,,e Syriac Didascalia, written 
probably rather more than a century earlier, and 
seems to imply a considerable growth of the legend. 
As will shortly be seen, it implies a knowledge of 
the Clementine literature in some form, and of the 
Apocryphal Acts. 

In reviewing this catena of passages certain 
points become clear. During the 2nd cent, all the 
information, as far as we know, that existed about 
Simon, is derived from the Acts of the Apostles 
and the writings of Justin. There seems to be no 
knowledge of the contest with Peter at Rome 
although Justin believed that Simon had visited 
Rome. In the 3rd cent, we begin to get an account 
of the contest with Peter, which we find in 
Hippolytus, Commodian, the authors of the Syriac 
Didascalia, and Aurclius. Eusebius and the Did- 
ascalia contain this legend, with an account of a 



contest in Palestine, but do not imply anything 
beyond the narrative of the Acts of the Apostles ; 
Cyril's account seems of much the same character. 
It is not until we reach the close of the 4th cent, 
that we find in the Apostolic Constitutions what 
we may call the completed legend, combining the 
stories which, as we shall see, are derived from 
the Clementine literature with those derived from 
the Apocryphal Acts and the narrative in the Act* 
of the Apostles. The contrast between the earlier 
Didascalia and the later Constitutions is from this 
point of view most instructive. We are now in a 
position to study the fuller legends. 

iii. The Clementine Literature and Apoc- 
ryphal Acts.— (a) The Clemestise Homilies 
AND RECOGNITIONS.— These are two forms of what 
appear to be an early Christian romance, containing 
the story of the wanderings of Clement in search of 
truth, the preaching and missionary journeys of 
Peter, his contest with Simon Magus, and the re- 
union of Clement with the lost members of his 
family— his father, mother, and two brothers. The 
Recognition* we possess only in a translation made 
by Rufinus about the year 400; the Homilies con- 
tain a somewhat different form of the same story 
in Greek. There are also a Syriac version and 
later epitomes which need not trouble us. Neither 
the Recognitions nor the Homilies contain the story 
in its original form, both presenting later features ; 
and there is no accepted opinion concerning the 
date or the sources of the book. But the completed 
work must belong to a time when the controversy 
with Mareion's teaching and the preservation of the 
Divine uovapxla. were of interest in the Church, i.e. 
to the early part of the 3rd cent. ; and some of the 
sources may be earlier. The earliest quotations 
come from Origen (c. 230). The work is clearly 
not orthodox in doctrine, but presents Ebionite 
features tinged with the Gnosticism it combats. 
We will give the account contained in the Homilies, 
stating at the conclusion the main differences in 
the narrative of the Recognitions. 

The Homilie* begin with an account of Clement, of his earlv 
religious impulses, of the desire that he had to hear of the new 
prophet, and of his meeting with Peter at Ca»sarea In Palestine. 
He finds that Peter is, on the next day, to dispute with a 
certain Simon of Gitta (Bk. i.). The history of Simon is then 
related by Aquila and Nicetas, who had formerly been his 

Cupils. His father's name was Antonius, his mother's, Rachel. 
Ie was a Samaritan of the village of Gitta or Gitthai, six miles 
from Samaria, lie was educated at Alexandria, and skilled in 
the wisdom of the Greeks and in magic. He wishes to be con- 
sidered the highest virtue («mr»Tn nf Ktmpk), higher than the 
Creatorof the world. He calls himself the Static ting One (•' Err*), 
as signifying that he will always be firmly established (Ac 3* rw 
uuk m,\ and having no cause of corruption in him. The 
Creator of the world is not the highest God, nor will the dead 
i»e raised. He denies Jerusalem and substitutes Mt. Geriziiu. 
He puts himself in the place of Christ. He perverts the Law 
by his own interpretation of it. He was the chief of the 
disciples of John the Hemerobaptist. As our Lord had 12 
apostles symbolizing the 12 months of the year, so John had SO, 
of whom one was a woman named Helena, thus symbolizing the 
29J days in a month. The death of John occurred during the 
absence of Simon in Alexandria, and Dositheus succeeded to 
his place. Simon, on his return, desiring the headship, pre- 
tended to be a disciple, and then accused Dositheus of not 
delivering the teaching correctly. Dositheus then attempted 
to beat him with a rod, whereupon Simon became a cloud of 
smoke. Dositheus, knowing that he was not himself the 
' Standing One,' said, ' If you are the Standing One, I will 
worship vou.' Simon claims that he is, becomes head of the 
sect, and Dositheus shortly afterwards dies. Simon, taking 
Helena with him, goes about disturbing the people. Helena, 
he says, had come down from the highest heavens ; was mistress 
(«./>.«»), the All-mother, and Wisdom Twmuninp* *£*-«» aai ««.«.); 
for her sake the Greeks and barbarians fought, having formed 
an image of the truth, for she was reallv then with the highest 
God. To aid him in his magical arts, he had killed a bov, and 
separated the soul from his body, and made an image which he 
kept concealed in an inner room by which he divined. A 
description is given of his miracles. He made statues walk. 
He appears wrapped in Are without being burnt. He is able 
to fly, to make bread out of stones. He becomes a serpent w a 
goat. He shows two faces. He can open and shut doors. He 
makes vessels in his house which wait upon him, without its 
appearing how they are moved (Bk. ii.V. 
After some delay, during which Peter has explained the 
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mystical meaning of Scripture, the disputes between him and 
Simon take place ; Simon undertaking to prove from the 
Scriptures that there is more than one God, and that he whom 
Peter called God is not the highest God, for he is without 
foresight, imperfect, incomplete, and exposed to every form of 
human passion (iii. 38). The disputations last three days. 
On -the fourth day it was found that Simon had fled by night to 
Tyre, and was there deceiving the people by his magic (iii. 68). 
Clement, Nice tag, and Aquila are sent on to Tyre, and Simon 
flees to Sidon, leaving some of his disciples (iv. 6), who, at 
Tyre, discuss with Clement the Greek fames concerning the 
gods (Bks. iv.-vi.). Peter comes to Tyre and Sidon, when 
Simon goes on to Berytus. Peter follows him, and after a 
slight altercation Simon goes to Tripolis. Peter again follows 
(Bk. vii.) him, and Simon flees into Syria. 

At Tripolis Peter remains a long time. There Clement is 
baptized, and then they go on towards Antioch in Syria by 
Orthosia and Antaradus (viiL-xi.). Then comes the story of 
Clement's family (xii.-xv.), and they go on by Bataniss, 1'altus 
and Gabala to Laodicea. To Laodicea comes Simon from 
Antioch, and a long dispute takes place between him and 
Peter concerning the unity of the Godhead and the existence 
of evil (xvi.-xix.). Then Faustus, the newly -discovered father 
of Clement, goes to see Simon. Simon by his magical arts 
succeeds in making the face of Faustus like his own, and then 
departs to Antioch, where he accuses Peter of being a magician. 
Cornelius the centurion has been ordered by the emperor to 
arrest all magicians. It is for this reason that Simon has 
changed the face of Faustus, and he escapes to Judaea. Faustus 
then goes to Antioch, and uses the appearance which Simon has 
given him to destroy the latter's influence. The people think 
that he is Simon. In Simon's name he recants, confesses his 
deceit and impostures, and Peter is sent for to come to Antioch. 

The main differences which concern us in the Recognitions 
are as follow : Nothing is said about Simon being a pupil of 
John. Helena is called Luna (rAi.tr,). Simon says that Kuchel 
was not really his mother, but that he had previously been 
conceived by a virgin. The main difference in the book is one 
of order : instead of two disputes between Peter and Simon — one 
at CsBsarea, the other at Laodicea — we have one dispute at 
Cawarea, and there most of the matters discussed in the Homi- 
lies at Laodicea are placed by this editor (ii. 19-72, iii. 12-48). 
Reference is made (iii. 63) to Simon having said that he would 
go to Rome, and that there he would be looked on as a god and 
honoured with statues, and in iii. 64 it is said that he had been 
there. The voyage along the Syrian coast-line is treated very 
shortly, in iv.-vi. we have discourses of Peter, in vii.-ix. the 
story of Clement. Then at the end of x. Simon comes on the 
stage again, we have the same story as at the close of the 
Homilies, only that the father of Clement is called, not Faustus 
but Faustinianus. 

It will be noticed th\t this work seems to fall very easily into 
separate elements. Bk*. i. and viL-X. 61 are concerned with the 
story of Clement. Bk*. ii. and iii. with the story of the contest 
of Simon and Peter. Bks. iv.-vi. with sermons of Peter. Bk. 
x. 52 ff. contains the concluding story concerning Simon, which 
hardly fits in with this version of the history. The journey 
along the Phoenician coast is very much attenuated, and there 
are suggestions that originally Simon went straight to Rome after 
the contest at CaBsnrea. 

(6) The legendary Acts of St. Peter and 
St. PAUL.— The story of Simon in t ese Acts 
differs from that in the Clementine literature. 
Both alike are concerned with contents between 
Simon Magus and Simon Peter ; but while the 
latter place the scene of the contest in Syria, the 
Acts place it in Koine. The legends appear in two 
forms: the one is that contained in the Actus 
Petri cum Simone, a document of Gnostic origin, 
believed to have belonged to the collection known 
as Leucian ; the other is the A cts of Peter and 
Paul {rpd^en Twr aylur &toct6\w» llirpov nai Ua6\ov). 

(1) According to the Actus Petri cum Simone, after 8t. Paul 
bad left Rome, a stir arose in that city, about a man called 
Simon, who was at Aricia, who had worked many miracles, and 
said he was the great power (magnam virtutem) of God, and 
without God did nothing. He receives a summons : ' Thou art 
in Italy God, thou art the saviour of the Romans; hasten 
quickly to Rome.' He promises to come the next day at the 
seventh hour, flying through the air at the city gate. At the 
appointed time smoke is seen approaching, and suddenly Simon 
appears in the midst. The brethren are in a state of great 
consternation because Paul is away, and they are left without 
any to comfort them, and the greater number fall away. Mean- 
while the twelve years of Peter's sojourn in Jerusalem are 
fulfilled, and Christ bids him go to Rome, for Simon, whom he 
had driven out of Judaea, had anticipated him there. We 
may pass over the account of Peter's voyage and arrival in 
Rome. He finds Simon living in the house of Marcellus, a 
Roman senator of great philanthropy, whom he had perverted 
by his magic. When Peter hears of the manner in which 
Marcellus has been deceived, he begins an attack on Simon, 
describing him as a ' ravening wolf, stealing the sheep which 
are not his.' It was he who inspired Judas to betray Christ, 
and hardened the heart of Herod and Oaiaphas. He then goes 



to the house of Simon. Being refused admittance, he looses 
a dog and bids him carry a meHsogc. The dog goes in, raises 
his forefeet, and in a loud voice bids Simon come forth 
Marcellus at once recognizes his sin, and, going out, falls at 
Peter's feet and asks pardon. He explains how he hod been 
persuaded to erect a statue 8IM0NI IVVENI DEO : "To Simon, 
the youthful god.' Further conversations of Simon and of 
Peter with the dog follow ; then it, having fulfilled its mission, 
dies. Peter then turns a dead sardine into a live fish, and 
Marcellus, overpowered by these miracles, with the help of his 
servant turns Simon out of his house. Simon then goes to 
Peter's home. Peter sends him a message by means of an 
infant seven months old, who speaks and bids him leave Rome, 
and keep silence until the following Sabbath. 

Peter then narrates the story of how he had rescued a 
woman named Eubola from Simon in Palestine. Further mir- 
acles and discourses of Peter are narrated, and the night before 
the contest is spent in prayer and fasting. On the day of the 
contest all Rome comes together, the senators, the prefect, and 
the officers. First comes a verbal disputation, and in the speech 
of Peter we notice apparently a Gnostic tendency. The contest 
begins by Simon making a young man die by his word. An 
interruption occurs. A woman rushes in saying that her son 
is dead, and some young men are sent to fetch him. Peter 
then raises the young man whom Simon had put to death, a 
favourite of the emperor, and the son of the widow who had 
been brought to him. Again, the mother of a certain senator, 
Nicoetrates, asks Peter to heal her son. The dead body is 
brought. Peter challenges Simon to raise it. Simon makes it 
seem to move, but Peter really raises it. All the people then 
follow Peter. 

Simon still tries to deceive the people by pretended miracles, 
but Peter exposes him. As no one believes him, he explains 
that he is going to God : ' Men of Rome, do you think that 
Peter has shown himself stronger than me, and has overcome 
me? And do you follow him? Vou are deceived. To-morrow, 
tearing you impious and godless men, I will fly to God, whose 
power 1 am, having been weakened. If, then, you have fallen, I 
am he that standrth (» 'Err**), and I go to the Father, and 
will say to him, " Me, the Standing One, thy son, they wished 
to overthrow ; but having refused to agree with them, I have 
come to thyself.'" The people come together to see him fly. 
He appears flying over Rome. Peter prays, and he falls down, 
having his leg broken in three places. The people stone him, 
and all follow Peter. Simon is taken to Aricia, and then to 
Terrocina, where he dies. 

(2) The Acta Petri et Pauli occur in two forms, the M«j»- 
rCpi»i t«» myitn 4T«#r«A«» Wirftv hmi lluC>.*u and the ?i«{ti? r«» 
kyim (tmtiAw lUtftu mk'i Wiwm, but the variations between 
them do not affect the story of Simon. The main point of 
difference between this story and that which we have just 
narrated is that St. Paul is here made the companion of St. 
Peter instead of being represented as having left Home. 

Owing to the success of the preaching of Peter and Paul, the 
Jews and priests stir up Simon against Peter. Simon is sum- 
moned before Nero, and by his miracles convinces Nero of the 
truth of his claims to be Son of God, and Nero orders Peter and 
Paul to be brought before him. The contest is first one of 
words, in which St. Peter quotes a letter of Pontius Pilate 
about our Lord, then it passes into miracles. Each challenges 
the other to say what is in their thoughts. Peter blesses and 
breaks a loaf of bread, and has it prepared to give to the dogs 
which Simon sends against him to devour him, thus disclosing 
that he knew what was in Simon's thoughts. Simon then 
demands that a lofty tower should be erected. Nero remem- 
bers how once Simon had appeared to raise himself from the 
dead after he hod been killed three days, and still expects his 
victory. This Simon had done by making the executioner who 
had been sent to execute him cut off the head of a ram 
instead of his own. At this point there is Inserted a conversa- 
tion between Nero and Paul, and then a dispute on the subject 
of circumcision. Then comes the final test. While Paul prays, 
it is the part of Peter to oppose Simon. Simon starts flying. 
Peter then says, ' I adjure you, angels of Satan, who bear him 
to the air to deceive the hearts of the unbelievers, by God the 
creator of all, and Jesus Christ, whom on this day He raised 
from the dead, from this hour no longer bear him, but let him 
go.' He then falls and dies. Nero puts Peter and Paul in 
prison, but keeps the body of Simon to see if it will rise on the 
third day. 

It will be noticed in this narrative that the port played by 
St. Paul is clearly subordinate. His name and his action might 
really be omitted without serious injury to the narrative. 
This suggests that very probably the story in its original form 
came from a source similar to the Actus Petri cum Simone, in 
which St. Paul is entirely absent. 

iv. Modern critical Views.— We have now 
gone sufficiently minutely through all the various 
vicissitudes which the legends about Simon Magus 
experienced during the early centuries, and can 
pass to some equally curious developments of 
modern criticism. 

There is no doubt that the Clementine litera- 
ture is to some extent Ebionite in character, 
and might naturally contain anti-Pauline teach- 
ing. Starting from this point of view, Baur dis- 
covered certain passages in which Simon repre- 
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sented, or seemed to represent, St. Paul. He 
then propounded the view that Simon the Sa- 
maritan was not a historical character, hut a term 
of reproach invented for the Apostle Paul. The 
contest between Simon Peter and Simon Magus 
really represented the original conflict of Peter 
and Paul. Wherever Simon Magns occurs we 
should read Paul. At first it was clearly under- 
stood who this person designated as Simon the 
Samaritan really was, hut as the two parties more 
and more came together the original meaning 
was forgotten, and hence we find, even in a book 
like the Acts of the Apostles, written in a con- 
ciliatory interest, fragments of the old contest 
still embedded. But we have to recognize that 
the whole of our accepted history of early Chris- 
tianity is really a conventional ecclesiastical 
legend, and the real history of the period must 
be disentangled from the Clementine literature. 
It is marvellous with what ingenuity the parallel 
was worked out when once the idea was started. 
Simon called himself the great power of God. 
Paul claims that he lived by the power of God 
(2 Co 12 9 I3 4 ). When Simon otters money to buy 
the power of conferring the gift of the Holy 
Ghost, this is an allusion to Paul, who by his 
contributions for the poor saints at Jerusalem 
was attempting to obtain the apostleship. Peter 
telling Simon that lie has neither part nor lot in 
this matter, is really Peter telling Paul that he 
has not the K\i)poi r^j d-roffTo\r)i. 

Lipsius, who had worked out this theory in the 
most ingenious manner, did so mainly in con- 
nexion with his researches into the early history 
of the story of St. Peter's martyrdom at Home. 
The original idea of Peter having visited Rome 
was Ebionite. ' The tradition of Peter's presence 
in Rome, which, unhistorical as it is, can only be 
explained by an anti - Pauline interest, is most 
universally connected in the most ancient records 
with his relation to Simon' (Zeller, Acts of the 
Apostles, i. p. 28", Eng. tr. ). Rome must be claimed 
for true Christianity and the Jewish prince of the 
apostles, so a story was invented describing the 
manner in which Peter had visited Rome and 
there won a great victory over the false apostle, 
the Samaritan, i.e. Paul. Ultimately, the Roman 
Church realized how important for their prestige 
was the visit of Peter to Rome and his martyrdom 
there, and they adopted this legend in a Catholic 
sense, Peter and Paul being represented as the 
first founders of the Roman Church. The diffi- 
culty about this theory is that in the documents 
which we possess the Catholic theory is really the 
oldest, and therefore it is necessary to invent an 
early Ebionite Acts of Peter which contain the 
Ebionite form of the legend. This, according to 
Lipsius, was the common source of the Simon 
legend and the Apocryphal Acts, and he devoted 
great ingenuity to reconstructing it in accordance 
with his theory. Hut in his later works Lipsius 
has given up much of his former theory, although 
he still holds to the existence of early Ebionite 
A cts of Peter. 

This theory of the identity of Simon Magus 
and the Apostle Paul is gradually ceasing to be 
held, and many scholars summarily dismiss it ; 
it is, however, we notice, still accepted by 
Schiniedel (Encyc. Bibl. i. p. 913), and will, no 
doubt, be fully worked out by him. At first 
sight, from the point of view of common -sense, it 
seems absurd, and as a matter of fact it has very 
little evidence in its favour. The evidence that 
there seemed to be arose from a certain method of 
looking at facts owing to preconceived ideas. 
Without going into the question more thoroughly 
than space permits, we may touch upon the fol- 
lowing points : — 



, (J.) It is ve»y doubtful whether the Simon of the Clementine* 
cono xls the Apostle Paul, 
(ii.) There is little or no evidence for early Ebionite AeU ot 
I PeUr. 

I (Hi.) The evidence for the Catholic history of the visit of 
; Peter to Rome is earlier and better than that for his rait to 
Rome t i combat Simon Magus. That is a later story (not ap- 
pearing until the 3rd cent.), arising from the combination of 
two or t hree stories. 

(i v.) The catena of Patristic evidence given above suggests a 
quite different account of the growth of the legend. 

(i.) Hcno far does the, Simon of the Clementines 
conceal the Apostle Paul ?— It is quite natural that 
j the writer of the Clementines, who was probably 
| an Ebionite by extraction, should be anti- Pauline, 
■ and any teaching that he would consider erroneous 
he would put into the mouth of Simon. Hut 
. how far does the masque of Simon really conceal 
Paul? 

(a) In Horn. xvii. 12-19 Simon defends the thesis that the 
belief obtained by visions is more certain than that from per- 
i sonal intercourse. Peter maintains that the personal know- 
ledge that he possesses is more trustworthy. This may very 
naturally be referred to the claim of St. Paul, that he was an 
apostle because he had seen the Lord in a vision ; nor are there 
wanting verbal parallels. Peter says (ch. 19) : unyw/«w 
pi kiyut, cf. Oal 2>l ; go again, u 21 Cr i*bi#v puif Z?mt ittuf 
m< pc&iriv&jf ixirrtX* tyi**u, and we know that St. Paul 
claimed to have visions (2 Co 121). This explanation is quite 
possible ; but has not the whole passage probably very much 
more meaning when apphed to the claims made by heretics to 
have a special revelation superior to the Church revelation ? 

(6) In Horn. ii. 17 Simon is said to be i <ti» ».««£ iSe *n is** 
*p£r»t ixSit. He preaches the false doctrine, the coming of 
which must precede the true which Peter taught. Is not this 
Paul going among the heathen and teaching them falsely, to 
be followed by Peter, who teaches them what is true? So 
again Horn. iii. 69 Peter says that when he wished to teach 
the heathen the belief in one God, Simon went further, and 
taught them to believe in many. In vii. 4-8 Peter tells the 
people of Tyre that they have been deceived by his forerunner 
Simon. The second instance clearly takes away from the force 
of the first, because the false teacher is made to teach the belief 
in more thin one God, and is clearly the first disseminator of 
Marcionisin. 

(c) In Horn, xviii. 6-10 we have a condemnation of indis- 
criminate teaching. This is Peter condemning Paul ; but really 
it will haro equal meaning if we suppose it introduced to 
explain why this special doctrine of the Clementines has only 
been known to a few. 

(d) In Re-cog. iii. 49 Simon is called a vas eleetionis . . . 
maligna, a chosen vessel for evil, cf. Ac 9 ls ; and in Reeog. 
ii. 18 he is said to be malvmut trantformans te in tpten&rrrm 
lucis, cf. 2 Co 1114. But nothing can be drawn from the last 
sentence, and the first does not mean much. Why, if Paul 
is called a choten vutel in a good sense, should not Simon be 
called a choten vessel fur evil? 

(«) Something more may be said for the expression in the 
letter of Peter prefixed to the book in which he speaks of 

IX#p»J kiSfimv itttftir raet tut) s>.ti«pcJiri .... T^nuwn iti*- 

rwcX.*?. — Here Paul may well be referred to as 'the enemy' 
whose doctrine was lawless ; but why should not the enemy he 
simply Simon, who was by tradition the source of all false 
teaching? Lawlessness does not mean breaking the law, but 
teaching immorality. 

(/) The most significant passage is Reeog. i. 70 (a curious 
episode peculiar to the Recognition!). James by his preaching 
has very nearly persuaded the high priest and all the people to 
be baptised when 1 homo inimicus ' appears and bids them not 
to be deceived by a magician , and attacks them . He was clear! v 
intended to be Saul (in bis unconverted days), but he i* 
specially distinguished from Simon, who is introduced as some- 
one different in the next chapter but one. Paul is quite clearly 
not Simon here. 

It seems very doubtful, indeed, whether Simon 
is ever intended to represent Paul, nor is there 
any Pauline teaching put into Simon's mouth. 
The above passages, which are all the more im- 
portant quoted, are hardly sufficient to establish 
the theory that Simon is Paul. The author or 
compiler of the Clementines really starts from the 
belief that the Simon of the Acts, whom Peter 
combated, was the source of all heresy, and so he 
makes his favourite apostle travel from place to 
place comhating in the person of Simon the false 
Marcionite teaching of which he was believed 
to be the originator. This will explain the 
whole situation, and is much less far-fetched 
than the explanation which linds St. Paul every- 
where. 

(ii.) But without forcing this too far, and ad- 
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mitting that the writer may possibly have been 
intending somewhat delicately to attack Pauline 
teaching, there is a further question : la there 
any evidence for early Ebionite Acts which con- 
t-iined a narrative of Peter and Simon (concealing 
Paul)t 

The theory of. Lipsius formerly was that there 
was an original Ebionite Acts which was the com- 
mon source of both the Roman legend and the Clem- 
entines. He found an external support for this 
statement in the passage given above from the 
Apostolic Constitutions, which he boldly said be- 
longed to the earlier portion of that work. This 
is an admirable illustration of the danger of such 
statements, and how very untrustworthy are the 
attempts of any critic, however able, to guess at 
the original portions of a work. Some years 
lief ore Lipsius wrote thus, Lagarde had already 
published his Greek version of the Didascalia, the 
earlier form of the Constitutions, and disproved the 
whole theory. There is no external evidence for 
the existence of early Ebionite Acts as the source 
of the whole story, and Lipsius has given up the 
theory in this form, but he still believes in early 
Ebionite Acts. As a matter of fact, there seems 
very little evidence for their existence. He finds 
Ebionite tendencies in some passages of the Acts 
of Peter and Paul, but the controversy t here is not 
with Jewish Christianity, but with J udaism — and 
Simon Magus is the champion of Judaism. That is 
the position that he occupied in the Leucian Acts, 
and the passages suggest much more a Leucian 
than an Ebionite origin. It is even more difficult 
to speak of the sources of the Clementines, but it 
is very doubtful if it is necessary to assume an 
Ebionite ^4 c£« which contained an account of Simon. 
The contest between Simon and Peter along the 
Syrian coast is almost absent from the Recognitions, 
perhaps the earlier form. With the exception of 
the concluding incident, which was clearly not 
part of the original work, the portion concerning 
Simon resolves itself into the account of his career, 
whicli is obviously based largely on Justin, and the 
disputes with Peter at Cu-sarea, in which Simon is 
made the protagonist of Marcionism. The latter 
would probably be the direct work of the author, 
and does not demand a source. On no subject con- 
nected with the Clementines is it possible to speak 
with certainty ; but this much seems clear, that 
there is no evidence of Ebionite Acts, and no need 
to suppose that they existed. They are merely a 
hypothesis, invented to support preconceived views. 

(lii.) If we examine the chronological order of 
the development of the legend, the Catholic account 
of the first work of Peter and Paid at Home is older 
than the story of Simon and Peter. Both Dionysius 
of Corinth and Iremeus know the story of their 
visit, and both ascribe to them the foundation of 
the Roman Church. There is no certain trace of 
the story concerning the contest of Simon and Peter 
at Rome before the 3rd cent., although as a matter 
of fact it probably existed in the Leucian Acts not 
later than the close of the 2nd century. Chrono- 
logically, the Catholic story caused the legend, not 
vice versa. 

(iv.) The same is true of the whole growth of the 
story. We first of all trace the various elements 
of it as existing in different sources and varying 
forms. The more complicated and fuller stories 
are the result of later growth, and not the original 
source. The simple narrative of the Acts is the 
earliest, not the latest account. This will come 
out more clearly in what follows. 

v. The Growth of the Legend. — We are now 

in a position to sketch tentatively the growth of 
the whole legend. Our primary authorities must 
be the Acts and Justin Martyr, tiecause they are 
chronologically the earlier, and because the accept- 



ance of them explains the rest. Justin Martyr, 
who lived in Samaria less than 100 years after the 
time of Simon, was writing about something that 
he would know. Whether the fully developed 
system as described by Justin conies directly from 
trie founder of the heresy or was the product of a 
later member of the school, may of course still be 
doubted, but the system harmonizes with what we 
read in the Acts ; nor are there any a priori reasons 
for doubting the story about Simon and the woman 
he chose to call Helena. The later account of the 
system which we find in Hippolytus was probably 
the production of some member of the sect ; but it 
is on the same lines as the older work, and we must 
remember that the essence of Gnosticism was not 
orthodoxy but speculation. Different members of 
the school of Basilides produced very different 
systems, and in the same way some members of the 
school of Simon produced the later development 
described above. The main source of the Clemen- 
tine literature was directly or indirectly Justin, 
possibly also Hegesippus, and some of the personal 
details of his life and connexion with Dositheus 
may be authentic. 

We now pass to the Roman visit. Are there any 
grounds for thinking that this really took place ? 
Probably not. Of what happened in Samaria, 
Justin is a first-hand authority ; on matters in 
Rome he would be ignorant and misinformed. 
Ho saw the statue, and jumped to the conclusion 
that Simon, of whom he had known so much, was 
here represented. It may be noticed that Justin 
gives no authority for the Roman visit except the 
statue. In another direction Justin is responsible 
for the Simon legend, namely, by making liim the 
source and originator of heresy. How far there 
is an actual historical basis for the idea that 
Gnosticism was directly or indirectly derived from 
him may be doubtful. His system exhibits all the 
elements which go to make up Gnosticism ; especi- 
ally we may not ice that there we first find the idea 
that the highest God was not the creator of the 
world ; but then such tendencies and ideas were 
in the air. The same influences of dualism and 
syncretism which worked in his case would work in 
others. But, anyhow, Simon was the one clear in- 
stance of a heretic mentioned in the NewTestament. 
It was natural, therefore, to represent him as the 
typical arch-heretic, the originator of heresy, and 
the place which Justin assigned to him at the head 
of his heretical genealogy was one in which his 
position was uncontested. 

Next comes the Roman contest with Peter. 
The materials out of which this was constructed 
were (1) the contest of Peter and Simon in the 
Acts ; (2) the Roman tradition that the Church 
was founded by Peter ; (3) the story of the Simon 
statue ; (4) a story contained in Suetonius (Nero, 
12). At games initiated by Nero, some one, per- 
sonating Icarus, attempted to fly, and the emperor 
was sprinkled with blood when he fell. The 
story of Simon's flight towards heaven was prob- 
ably invented at Rome before the close of the 2nd 
cent., not later at any rate than the beginning 
of the 3rd. Whether the author of the Leucian 
Acts of Peter — a Gnostic — was the first originator 
or not we cannot say ; very probably he was, as he 
seems to have helped to give Simon Magus a pro- 
minent place. According to Photius (Cod. cxiv.) 
that work taught that the God of the Jews was 
evil, whose minister Simon was. This would make 
it very natural that the author we call Leucius 
should have invented the episode ; and the date 
which we assign later than Justin, but not later 
than the end of the 2nd cent., harmonizes with 
other indications. This story, like many other 
Leucian inventions, was attractive to the orthodox, 
and therefore we find it here worked up in a corn- 
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paratively speaking orthodox dress. Paul was in- 
troduced as a companion of Peter, not because 
there had been anything anti-Pauline in the original 
story, but because the combined activity of Peter 
and Paul became a favourite subject of legend. 
For an Ebionite form of this legend there appears 
to be no evidence. There remains a certain chrono- 
logical confusion to discuss. According to Justin, 
it was in the reign of Claudius that Simon came to 
Home. The origin of this date was probably the 
date on the statue which he saw. The earlier form 
of the story, then, would bring Peter to Rome in the 
days of Claudius; and in the Actus Petri cum 
Sitnone nothing is said about Nero. But the 
martyrdom of Peter was by tradition under Nero, 
so that at a later date the legend was changed to 
Nero's time. Eusebius, however, had before him 
the earlier account. He brings Simon to Rome 
under Claudius, and Peter immediately after him. 
Is not this prolMtbly the origin of the 25 years' 
episcopate of Peter at Rome ? 

•The origin, then, of the Roman legend was prob- 
ably the Leucian Acts. These are represented for 
us mainly by the Actus Petri cum Simone, the 
Leucian affinities of which have been shown by 
James (Apocrypha Anecclota, ii. p. xxiv); the rpd£«i 
Udrpov Kai HavXov are an orthodox recasting of the 
story, with the exaggerated miraculous tendency 
omitted. 

A separate line on which the legend developed 
is represented by the Clementine literature. A 
combination of arguments would incline us to put 
its date at the beginning of the 3rd cent, and its 
origin in Syria. The sources out of which it was 
composed must be very doubtful, as we have little 
to go on, but the story is obviously made up of 
different elements. There is a story of Clement 
and his relations ; there is a story of a dispute with 
Apion, which sometimes seems to have Deen put 
into the mouth of Peter, but in our texts is put into 
the mouth of Clement. There are certain mjpOy- 
fiara or Preachings of Peter, and there is an account 
of the travels of Peter. But how much of this was 
derived from earlier sources and how much was the 
work of the compiler of the legend we have no 
means of determining. The story of the travels of 
Peter contained, obviously, an account of his journey 
from Caisarea to Antioch, of the Churches that he 
founded during that journey, and the bishops and 
presbyters that he instituted. This is preserved in 
both our texts ; but was the dispute with Simon 
Magus part of the original document? It is usually 
supposed that it must have been ; but in the Recog- 
nitions, which is generally considered the older 
form of the story, the part of Simon is conlined 
to Ctesarea, and is an episode by itself. Again, does 
the author know of the Roman contest ? The refer- 
ences to Rome occur mainly in the Recognitions, 
and may have been introduced to adapt the story 
to a Roman audience. It is quite possible that 
the introduction of Simon Magus is due to the 
compiler of the work, and that his only historical 
.source of knowledge about Simon was Justin 
Martyr and, possibly, Hegesippus. 

But if his sources are doubtful, his purpose is 
more clear. He is an Ebionite Christian by ex- 
traction, who has been influenced by the specula- 
tive ideas which we associate with Gnosticism, and 
he writes to reconcile the conflicting claims of 
Judaism and Christianity. His main tenet is the 
Divine unity, and therefore he combats the poly- 
theism of the heathen, the dualism of Marcion, 
and Trinitarianism (if we may use the term). This 
last feature gives us his date, the period of the 
Monarchian controversy early in the 3rd cent.; 
and for this date there is also external evidence. 
Within the limits of a common Monotheism he 
hopes to find room for both Jews and Christians, and 



his references to the establishment of bishops and 
presbyters by Peter show that he wishes to adopt 
the existing ecclesiastical organization. There is 
a certain amount of art in his choice of characters. 
The defender of polytheism is Apion, perhaps 
the traditional opponent of Judaism ; the attack 
is put into the mouth of Clement, as obviously 
more fitted for such work than Peter. The one 
heretic of the apostolic age, Simon, who was the 
traditional source of all heresy, is made the 
exponent of all false Christian teaching, and his 
natural combatant is Peter. Paul is never men- 
tioned by name, but anything like an overt attack 
on him would have been quite beside his purpose. 
There are no doctrines which were ascribed to Paul 
attacked in the person of Simon. Simon is not 
Paul, nor intended by the author to be Paul. He 
was obviously a writer with considerable powers 
of invention ; he had a certain amount of history 
or legend or tradition, but he may very likely be 
himself responsible for most of the personal episodes 
he describes, and for the use he has made of Simon. 
There is no evidence, at any rate, for any Ebionite 
Acts which he is supposed to have used, nor any 
need to imagine them. One more feature must be 
referred to. Simon is with him the magician as 
well as the false teacher, and a great deal is said 
about the magical element, which requires all 
Peter's miraculous powers to dispel. The whole of 
this side of the legend appears absurdl}' puerile to a 
modern reader. But we are apt to forget that all 
the tricks Simon claimed to perform were believed 
in at the time, and that those who claimed to 
perform magical rites were among the most deter- 
mined opponents of Christianity. Magic was a 
real danger, and a very subtle form of false teach- 
ing. It was the true spiritual force of Christianity 
which overcame it ; but numerous writers always 
ascribed this triumph to the exhibition of vulgar 
miraculous power. 

It is maintained that this reconstruction of the 
history of the Simon legend represents a much 
more probable and consistent account of the origin 
of the story than the distorted and complicated 
theories which have appeared since the time of 
Baur, and have rested chiefly on unproved hypo- 
theses of sources and fanciful reconstructions of 
the early historical period.* 

vi. The Affinities of Simon's System.— The 
historical nucleus of the legend is, as we have seen, 
the narrative in the Acts, part of the story in 
Justin, the system as described by him belonging 
either to Simon himself or an earlier follower, 
and perhaps some incidents recorded by the Clem- 
entines. When we accept this as original, the 
affinities of the system suggested by Baur and his 
followers become a legitimate explanation. Sam- 
aria was a country in which a sort of bastard 
Judaism came in contact with the old Syrian 
and Phoenician religions and the newer Hellenic 
paganism. All these different elements are present 
in Simon's system. That the relation of himself 
and Helena is a reminiscence of the Syrian male 
and female deity is equally natural, whether Helena 
be a real person (as is probable) or only the per- 
sonification of an idea. The fact that in one 
account— that of the Recognitions— she is called 
Luna (a translation of fftXtyrj), makes the parallel 
to the Sun and Moon worship, the Baal and 
Astarte, more close. Simon represents an almost 
pre-Christian Gnosticism, and it is significant that 
only here do we find this very repulsive dualistic 
element. Simon represents the impostor of the 

* It may be objected that nothing has been said about the 
Simon of Cyprus mentioned in Jos. Ant. xx. vii. 4. In the 
opinion of the present writer the two Simons have nothing to 
do with one another, and the resemblance of names counu for 
nothing. There are said to be twenty-four Simons in the Index 
to Josephns. 
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period, whose claims are even more improbable 
than those of Apollonius of Tyana or Alexander 
of Abonoteichus. His mind is a medley of Hellen- 
ism, Judaism, and Orientalism ; out of . this he 
forms a system, in which he himself occupies the 
first position. The influence of Christianity and 
then the opposition to it give a certain vitality 
and force to the ideas he suggests, and in other 
hands they become fertile and prolific. Later 
Gnostics were more definitely Christian. The 
founders of the sects never claimed Divine honours 
for themselves. They discarded more extravagant 
features. But they shared with Simon the funda- 
mental doctrine that the Creator of the world was 
an inferior and, perhaps, a malevolent deity.* 

vii. Simon Magus and simonv. — In another 
direction the name of Simon has become used 
universally for the sin of attempting to purchase 
spiritual gifts or spiritual preferment for money. 
Both sorts were included under the sin of Simon. 
The earliest example seems to be from the Apos- 
tolical Canons, where it is said: 'If any bishop, 

Eresbyter, or deacon obtain this dignity for money, 
oth he that is ordained and the ordainer shall be 
deposed, and also cut oft' from all communion, as 
Simon Magus was by Peter.' And the instance 
is often quoted in later canons. The use of the 
term appears to have arisen through the Canon 
Law. 

viii. Simon Magus and the Faust Legend.— 
There are some curious coincidences, if they are 
nothing more, between the legend of Sitr.on and 
the story of Faust. The hero of that legend is sup- 
itosed to have been a certain Dr. Faust, of Knitt- 
lingen, who died in 1540. The legend appears first 
in a written form in 1587, and was obviously the 
resnlt of a fertile imagination. It is quite possible 
that in building up the story reminiscences direct 
or indirect of the legend of Simon Magus may 
have come in. The following are points of re- 
semblance : (1) firstly and most clearly the intro- 
duction of Helena in both ; (2) the name Faustus ; 
(3) the homuneulus ; (4) in Simon Magus himself 
we may have a suggestion of Mephistopheles. 
This connexion may be due to direct literary in- 
fluence, or we may have here two different versions 
of a theme which has been common at various 
times, the contest between Religion and Magic — a 
contest which we have to believe is far older and 
more universal than was once thought. 

Literature. — (1) On Simon Magus generally. The two most 
complete expositions of the two opposing points of view are by 
Muller in Herzog, UK* xiv. t.v., and by Lipsius in Schenkel's 
Bibcl-Lexieon, v. 301-821. For older works see Mosheim. Jtutt. 
hist, eeel. i. 889. There are accounts in all the works on 
heresies in the Early Church, of which the most useful is that 
of Hilgenfeld, die Ketzergetchichte (les U rchris tent hums, pp. 163 
and 453. The most complete account in English is that by 
Salmon in Diet. Chr. Biog. iv. 681. Other treatises referred to 
are Simson, ' Leben und Lehre Simon des Magiers.' in Z. /. hit. 
Thtal. 1841, iii. 39; Baur, Da* Maniehaische Beligionssystem, 
Tubingen, 1881, 467, Die Chriitliche Gnosis, Tubingen, 1836, 
p. 300 ff. 

(2) On 8imon and Paul see Baur, 'Die Christuspartie in 
Korinth,' in Tvbinger Zeitschr\ft, 1831-34, p. 116 ft., Paulus 
(1840), p. 85 ft., 218 ff. (2pp. 97ff.,246ff.l, Dot Christenthum der 
drei ersten Jahrhunderte*,p. 86 ff. ; Hilgenfeld, Die Clementin- 
ischen Recognitionen und Homilien (1848), p. 3l7ff., 'Der 
Magicr 8imon,' in ZFWTh, 1808, p. 367 ff. ; Zeller. Apostel- 
geschichte, 158 ff. (i. p. 250, Enj;. tr.) ; Volkmar, 4 Ciber den 
Simon Magus der Apostelgeschichte,' in Theol. Jahrbiiclier, 
1856, P. 279 ff. 

(3) The Apocryphal Act* may be read in Lipsius, Acta 
Apostolorum Apocrypha, which supersedes all previous editions. 
Lipsius' criticism will be found in Die Quellen der romischen 



* The criticisms of Renan (ii. 154) are interesting and worth 
quoting. ' Simon de Getton fut le chef d'un mouvement re- 
ligieux, parailele a oelui du Christianisme, qu'on peut regarder 
comme une sorte de con tref aeon Samaritaine de 1'icnvre de 
Jesus . . . (ib. 269). Hel6ne, significant par la qu'clle etait l'oblet 
de l'universelle pursuit*, la cause etemelle de dixpuie entre les 
homnies, celle qui se venge de ses ennemis en les rendant 
aveugles : theme bizarre qui mal compris ou travesti a de»sein, 
donna lieu ches les peres de l'eglise aux contes les plus banal*.' 



Petrut-Sage krititeh untersucht, Kiel, 1872, and in Die Apokry- 
phen Apostelgetchichten und Apottellegenden, ii. 1, Braunsch- 
weig, 1887. In the latter volume he very much modifies his 
earlier conclusions. 

(4) On the Clementines may be mentioned Schliemann, Die 
Clementinen, Hamburg, 1844 ; Uhlhorn, Die Ilmnilien und 
Reeojnitionen dee Clement ltomanus, Gottingen, 1854 ; Hilgen- 
feld, Die Clementinitchen Jlecognitionen und llomilirn, Jena, 
1848, and in Theol. Jahrbuchtr, 1854, 18(58; Lehmann, Die 
Clementiniachen Schr\ften ; Lipsius in Protestant ische Kir- 
chenzeitung, 1869, pp. 477-482 ; and, in English, Salmon's art. in 
the Diet. Chr. Biog. 

(5) On Simon and the Faust legend see Zahn, Cyprian von 
Antioehien und die deutsche Faustsage, Erlangen, 1882; and 
Kuno Fischer, Die Fauttsage. A. C. HEADLAM. 

SIMPLE, SIMPLICITY.— The words tr" ' simple * 
in AV are (1) 'n? (from nr$ to be open), 'openness,' 
inexperience, descending to 'heedlessness.' In Pr 
1 M the abstract use occurs and the word is tr 4 
'simplicity,' elsewhere the meaning is personal, 
and the translation ' simple' or 'simple one.' In 
Pr 9" the translation is 'foolish' (HV 'simple 
ones'). It occurs chiefly in Proverbs (see Oehler, 
Theol. of OT, ii. 446 ; Cheyne, Devout Study of 
Criticism, 388; Schultz, Old Test. Theol. ii. 283 f.). 
(2) nvn$, only Pr 9 1S , of Folly personified. (3) Araxor, 
'guileless,' Wis 4", Ro 16". (4) dilpatot, 'sincere,' 
lit. ' unmixed,' Ro 16 ,B (see Trench, Sun. § Ivi.). 

Simplicity is the tr. of (1) 'j» in Pr. I 82 . (2) 
ah (of which the pin. is ot?b, the Thummim of 
Heb. oracles) completeness, uprightness (from 
059 to finish), only 2 S 15". (3) dr\>ip, ' one- 
foldedness,' 'singleness;' 'sincerity,' Wis I 1 , 1 Mac 
2"" 1 , Ro 12 s , 2 Co 1" 11 s . (See Sandav-Headlam 
on Ro 12 8 ; G. Montefiore in JQR vi. 46'y). 

The Eng. adj. ' simple' (used also as a subst.) signifies 'one- 
fold,' 'single' (from Lat. simplex, through Old Fr. simple). 
This original meaning is seen, e.g. , in its application to medicines : 
thusGosson, School of Abuse (Arher, p. 3<), 'Chiron was ... a 
reader of Phiaicke. by opening the natures of maoy simples.' 
And we still speak of a matter being ' simple ' when it is not 
complicated. When applied to persons the meaning is now 
' weakminded,' 'foolish.' But in AV and older Eng. generally 
the meaning is never quite so strong as that, and, when it 
approaches it, always implies moral blame. 

1. Inexperienced or unsophisticated, as On 26^ Tind. ' Jacob 
was a simple man and dwelled in the tentes.' This is perhaps 
all that is expressed by the word in Pr 1* 'To give subtiltv 
(RVm ' prudence ') to the simple ' ; 14 1 * ' The simple believeth 
every word ' ; and especially Ro 10 18 ' I would have you wise unto 
that which is good, and simple (AVm 'harmless') concerning 
evil.' 

2. This inexperience may be ignorance to be instructed, or 
weakness to be defended. Thus Pa 197 • The testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making wise the simple ' ; Hi* ' The Lord pro 
serveth the simple.' Cf. Hamilton, Catechism, fol. xv, ' Ye that 
are simple and unleirnit men and wemen suld expresly beleif al 
the artikils of your Credo ' ; Is 53 s Cov. ' He shalbe the most 
svmple and despised of all ' ; 00*2 Cov. ' The yongest and leest 
snal growe in to a thousande, and the symplest in to a strange 
people.' 

3. But in Proverbs the tendency is to regard inexperience as 
heedlessnessva&aXmoitfolly, thus 14'« "The simple inherit folly ' ; 
and as blameworthy, thus ' How long, ye simple ones, will ye 
love simplicity?' Cf. Bunyan, Holy War, 129, ' 1 heard him say 
it in Folly Yard, at the house of one Mr. Simple, next door to 
the sign of the Self-deceiver.' 

Simplicity has not quite the same range of meaning as 
'simple.' 1. Ignorance or weakness, descending to folly, as 
Pr 1«, cf. Adams, Works, i. 29— 'God. in regard to thy sim- 
plicity, brings to naught all their machinations.' 2. Guileless- 
nest, rising to innocence and sincerity, as 2 S 15" 'They went 
in their simplicity'; Wis 1> 'Think of the Lord with a good 
heart, and in simplicity of heart seek him ' ; 1 Mac 2 '""> ; Ro 128 
' He that giveth, let him do it with simplicity ' (i» irlinrn, AVm 
'liberally,' RV 'with liberality,' RVm 'with singleness'); 2 Co 
I" 'j n simplicity and godly sincerity' (RV [reading with edd. 
iyiimri for mActuti of TR) 'in holiness'); IV* 'the simplicity 
that is in Christ.' Cf. Elyot, Governour, i. 220, 'Trewely in 
every oovenaunt, bargayne, or promise, ought to be a simplicitie, 
that Is to saye, one plavne understandinge or meaning betwene 
the parties' ; and Ac 2« Rhem. 'They tooke their meate with 
joy and simplicitie of hart.' It is to be observed that ' simpli- 
city ' in its modern sense does not occur in AV or RV : to take 
2 Co 11' in the mod. sense is wholly to misunderstand the 
passage. J. HASTINGS. 

SIMPLICITY (&ir\(rrnt, 'singleness,' LXX tr. oft* 
as also of ny') is the characteristic attribute of the 
man who is whole - hearted and single - hearted. 
The word ir\out is applied by Plato to God, who is 
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4 perfectly simple and true both in word and deed ' 
(Rep. ii. 382 E). It is used to describe the man 
who plays only one part and does one thing, in con- 
trast to him whose energies are not concentrated 
but divided over a variety of pursuits (Rep. iii. 
SH7 E). Simplicity is a mark of the just man who 
wishes to be and not to seem good (Rep. ii. 301 B), 
while the man of an opposite type who lacks the 
true virtue of a ' unanimous and harmonious soul ' is 
SitXovs, for he is at war with himself, and is virtu- 
ally two men, not one (Rep. viii. 654 D). Its close 
relationship to itcaicla (guilelessness) is indicated 
by the fact that in many passages where the LXX 
has ar\6T7)i, Aq. has ixaxla as tr. of the same word 
(Pa 7 9 2d 1 - 11 41 18 7b 72 ) ; its relationship to ei6frr V i 
(rectitude), by the fact that in LXX ^ is tr. by 
both words (1 K 9», 1 Ch 29"). Simplicity describes 
the moral and mental attitude of the man who is 
absolutely at one with himself in motive, aim, and 
end, whether in relation to God or his fellow-men. 
This unity and concentration of the inner nature 
gives fulness of spiritual perception, as our Lord 
shows by a comparison taken from another sphere 
of vision. 1 If, therefore, thine eye be single 
(AtXoOj), thy whole body shall be full of light' 
(Mt G 12 , Lk ll 84 ). Such a man is incapable of in- 
sincerity, or artifice, or malice, or finesse. Hence he 
is opposed to the two-souled man, who is driven now 
Godwards, now earthwards (Slfvxot, Ja l 8 ), to the 
double-hearted (Pa 12 2 ) and the double-tongued 
(StX&yoi, 1 Ti 3 8 ; SiyXutriros, Pr ll 18 , Sir 5 8 ). In 
his walk he docs not try to go upon two ways 
(Sir 2 12 ), but goes straight to the goal, with his 
face set thitherward, neither halting, nor lingering, 
nor diverging. In his obedience to Christ there is 
no reservation, no element of calculation, only un- 
conditional loyalty (2 Co 11 s ). In his devotion to 
God there is no bargaining as to the minimum 
of disobedience which He may permit (2 K 5 18 ), in 
his work for men is no taint of eye-service (Col 3 s4 , 
Eph 6 5 ). In his giving there is no admixture of any 
base element (Ro 12 8 ). For he gives as God gives, 
without any afterthought (Ja I s ), for no end save 
the good of the receiver. The simple one is guile- 
less, and as such, though not free from prejudice, 
he is open to conviction (.In l* 7 ). Himself incapa- 
ble of being swayed by ignoble motives, he attrib- 
utes a similar incapability to others, and thus may 
be easily deceived ; in this way simplicity may so 
degenerate that it becomes not merely opposed to 
craftiness, but to prudence (2 S lo 11 ). 

In the NT conception prudence is consistent with 
simplicity, and should be inseparably associated 
with it (Mt low, Ro 10*» dxtpaiot). In the Test, of 
the Ttcelce Patriarchs there is a graphic picture of 
the man of simplicity. He is not a busybody in 
his doings, nor malicious and slanderous against 
his neighbours. He never speaks against any one, 
nor censures the life of any one, but walks in the 
simplicity of his eyes. He is free from lustful 
desires ; he is unselfish in his beneficence. ' The 
simple coveteth not gold, defraudeth not his neigh- 
bour, longeth not after manifold dainties, de- 
lighteth not in varied apparel, doth not picture 
to himself to live a long life, but only waiteth for 
the will of God, and the spirits of evil have no 
power against him ' (Testament of lssachar, c. 3-4, 
Sinker's tr.). 

I.iterati'rk. — Siilcer, Thenanru* ; Cromer, Bib.-Theol. 
Lev.; Trench, AT Si/nortt/nm, pp. !2U4-'209 ; KHng tn Hei-zog 1 , 
vol. Iv. 135, 1«0; Lemine in Ilerzug 3 , vol. v. 251 -2?W. 

John Patrick. 

** SIN. — I. Ix the Old Testament.— Prefa- 
tory. — The doctrine of sin in the OT must be con- 
sidered as there given ; that is to say, the historical 
method forbids our taking into account NT inter- 
pretations of it — such, for instance, as St. Paul's 
comments in Romans on the sin of Adam and its 



consequences. The same method requires that the 
chronological order of the OT should be followed, 
but the attempt to do this precisely would so com- 
plicate the treatment that it seems best to examine 
the main divisions of the Heb. Bible as they stand 
— (1) the Law, (2) the Propheta, (3) the Hagio- 
grapha, leaving open such questions as what amount 
of the Priestly legislation may be considered to be 
pre-exilic, and what dates are to be assigned to 
Deuteronomy and the Books of Kings. 

Sin is a negative conception, and involves a pre- 
ceding idea to which it is contrary, namely Right- 
eousness, first attributed to Noah, Gn 0*. The 
righteousness of God is His conformity to the 
moral law which is His nature, and to His cove- 
nanta with man. The righteousness of mail is 
conformity to the same moral law and the same 
covenants. 4 Walking with God ' (Gn 5 24 ) is but an- 
other phrase for righteousness. Sin as the contrary 
of righteousness is disobedience to God, departing 
from God, self-assertion against God. Thus the 
fundamental OT conception of sin is not sin against 
other men, or against a man's self, but sin against 
God. The OT anticipates what modern Christian 
thought has asserted, that the nearest relation of 
the human soul is its relation to God (M tiller, Chr. 
Doct. of Sin, tr. vol. i. p. 81). 

i. THE Law. — Starting with this hypothesis, 
let us first see how far it is borne out in the tradi- 
tions of pre-Mosaic religion. 

(1) There is no occasion to enter into the question 
whether the story of the Fall is to be regarded as 
both historical and symbolic (Aug. de Ciritate Dei, 
xiii. 21) or merely symbolic (Origen, dc Prin. 
iv. 10). One point comes out clearly : sin is set 
before us at its very beginning as disobedience to 
Divine law, an exercise of human free will in con- 
scious opposition to that law, a departure from an 
original state. There is, however, nothing to imply 
that that state was a perfect one, as scholastic 
theology described it. The free communications 
with God, on which much stress has been laid as 
evidence of a lofty state, continue after the Fall. 
(On the supposed contradiction between the results 
of anthropological science and the idea of a Fall, 
see lllingworth's Bampton Lectures, Lect. vi.). It 
must also be observed that the OT does not any- 
where teach a corruption of human nature derived 
from Adam, still less an imputation of his guilt. 
All that it teaches is the universality of sin in 
Adam's offspring. But if the descent of all man- 
kind from Adam is taken as a fact, then the univer- 
sality of sin may be presumed to have some relation 
to descent from Adam (see Mozley's Lectures and 
Theological Papers, Lect. on 4 Original Sin '). And 
the prevalent feeling that the nation rather than 
the individual was the subject of sin (see Clemen, 
Lehre. von der S'unde, p. 42 ff.) would prepare the 
way for the thought of all mankind being involved 
in the guilt and penalty of Adam and Eve, when 
religious thought came to reflect on the relation 
to God of mankind generally, and not merely of 
Israel. This reflexion, however, belongs to a later 
date (2 Esdras and Romans), and the absence of 
reference to the Fall in OT is remarkable. The 
three passages usually quoted, Job 31 88 (see RVm), 
Hos G 7 (see RVm), Is43 27 (see Dillmann, adloc), 
are not to the point. Of., further, Thackeray, St. 
Paul and Jewish Thought. 31 ff. 

(2) The. interest of the Cain narrative is, (a) that 
man is not left to himself either before or after sin. 
There are voices of God warning, promising, con- 
demning. And (ft) sin is already personified ; it 
has gained a positive existence instead of being a 
mere negation : 4 If thou doest not well, sin couch- 
eth at the door,' Gn 4 7 ; cf. Sir 27 M . 

(3) The next point is the development and in- 
crease of sin (Gn 6 * Sin is a parasitic growth 
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■which multiplies in its appropriate soil. It is not 
merely a number of isolated rebellions, but results 
in a state of sin both in the individual and in the 
race. This state of sin takes possession of the 
thoughts of the heart, and its outward effect is 
violence ( D T :1 ?) between man and man. 

(4) At the Flood the method of God is, so to 
speak, changed. He recognizes (Gn (S a ) the pre- 
dominance of 'the evil imagination' y..), a 
term which afterwards plays an important part in 
Jewish theology (see Weber, Jitd. Theol.* p. 213 ff., 
and Dillmann, ad loc). Sin must be dealt with in 
other ways, by an election and a covenant. The 
one righteous man is taken, special relations are 
established with him, and a covenant given. This 
covenant is followed by those with Abraham, and 
with Israel at Sinai. But these covenants, while 
designed for salvation, open out, each of them, 
new possibilities of sin. It is no longer a matter 
of transgression against undefined moral law, but 
there are definite ordinances. Sin is not merely 
the breach of the universal relation between 
creature and Creator, but the breach of covenant, 
a revolt (-'?'.?). Moreover, with patriarchal re- 
ligion, the contrast of faith and unbelief comes in 
in a definite way (Gn 15'*). Esau's sin also is 
plainly unbelief. This is gradually shown to be 
the root of sin, and every particular sin is regarded 
as a manifestation of it. When, with Abraham, 
we reach the distinction between those within and 
those without the covenant, the question arises, 
Is there a recognition of the moral law and a con- 
sciousness of sin in the Gentile world ? The ques- 
tion is answered in the affirmative by the case of 
Abimelech (Gn 20), and the existence of such a 
law outside the covenant is implied throughout 
the OT, e.g. Am 1. Thus there is nothing in the 
OT claim of unique revelation to Israel, which is 
inconsistent with that consciousness of sin which 
is to be found in Babylonian, Persian, Vedic, and 
Greek sources, though there it is sin against Istart, 
Ahuramazda, or Varuna, not against Jehovah. 
As to what conduct is sin, the range is narrow, 
and the moral standard within the covenant does 
not materially differ from that outside it. Deceit, 
sensuality, and cruelty are not yet distinctly felt 
as sinful. 

(5) The Mosaic covenant. The terminology of 
f»in now increases and becomes definite, and it will 
therefore be necessary to examine it in detail. 
The three most important terms occur together in 
one verse, Ex 34 7 (cf. Fs 32 1 - 2 ), iniquity (i^ t ), trans- 
gression (•'?.?), sin (pf™, ™?0, «=•:?). 

(«) Sin. — Three cognate forms In Heb., with no distinction of 
meaning, express sin as miming one'* aim, and correspond to 
apapTia ana Its cognates In NT. The etymology does not 
suggest a person against whom the sin Is committed, and does 
not necessarily Imply Intentional wrong-doing. But tho use of 
the word is not limited by Its etvmologv, and the sin may be 
against man (fin 40«, 1 S 20«) or against God ( Ex S2»). Clemen's 
concession (Lehre von der Silnde. pp. 'ii, 23), that sin and 
iniquity meant failure to comply with national custom ( Volts- 
sitte), must be qualified by the consideration that national 
custom was practically religion, and was always associated 
with supernatural sanction, so that sin against it was considered 
sin against God, even where fiod Is not mentioned. It Is no 
doubt true that this implicit thought that sin Is against God, 
comes much more distinctly to the surface in Deuteronomy. Two 
subsidiary uses of ."iM^ri must be noticed. Like fa> , It is used for 
the punishment of sin, as well as for sin Itself (Zee 14 19 , T.a 3 s *). 
The passage from one sense to the other Is seen In Nu 82*». 
These Instances open tho question of the meaning of DtWjn (and 
P?) in a class of passages in the Psalms, where modern ex- 
positors take them to signify not tin or guilt, but punishment. 
See Cheyne on Ps 81". This double sense of both words Is a 
witness to the Heb. view of the close connexion of sin and 
Buffering, which will demand special attenUon in Job. Secondly, 
PtT*n Is used for sin-offering (Lv 4 s ). This use of tho same 
word for the ofTonce and the offering meets us again under DWK 
(trespass). 

(b) Iniquity (PJJ), literally ' perversion,' ' distortion ' [but see 
Driver, Sum. MB n., who follows I ji garde in distinguishing two 
roots fllj, one = 'bend, twist," tho other (the root of PJy)«*err 
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(from the way)'].— It is to be dlsUngutshed from (a) ns being a 
quality of actions rather than an act, and it thus acquires the 
souse of 'guilt,' which might well have been adopted by liV as 
the rendering of p.*. Guilt as distinguished from Kin may be 

described as the sinner's position in regard to God which results 
from his sin. Guilt involves punishment, and thus the connota- 
tion of J'jj is enlarged sUll further. As Schultt says {OT Thiol. 
Ii. p. 806), 'In the consciousness of the pious Israelite, sin, 
guilt, and punishment are idea* so directly connected that the 
words for them are Interchangeable.' Set- esp. Gn 4 U , Lv iO* 1 . 
An Illustration of this connexion Is the phrase 'bear Iniquity ' 
(less frequently ' bear sin '). first occurring Gn and frequent 
In Ezekiel, H and 1*. The Idea Is Uiat of being Involved III guilt 
with the Inevitable consequence of punishment (Nu 14**), and the 
phrase is nearly equivalent to the verb SVH ; cf. Lv It must, 
however, bo noticed that the verb translated ' bear ' (Hfrj) some- 
Umes has for its subject the person offended against, and Is 
used In the sense of 1 taking oway ' sin. Kor reff. see Off. Heb. 
Lex. p. BTI. in Lv UP the goal for Azazkl 'bears InlqulUes' 
Into a land not Inhabited, liere both the tenses above men- 
tioned are Implied ; and the same may be Bald of the more 
important passage in is Mi 1 *, where the Servant of the Lord 
both bears and takes away the sin or many. Thus this phrase 
lies at the root or the doctrine of the Atonement. 

(c) Transgression (ilVi).— The original sense of the noun is 
clear from the use of the verb (cf. 1 K 'Israel rebelled 
against the house of David"). It Is a breaking away from law 
or covenant, and thus It Implies a law and lawgiver, it Im- 
plies what DB3n does not necessarily imply, namely, the volun 

tartness of sin. - This dlsUncUon comes out clearly in Job 84 s7 
'he addeth rebellion unto his sin.' 

(d) Wickedness (>?'?.).— This is sin become a habit or state. 
Its adjocUve jn l'' nr - describes sinners as a class, 'the 
wicked ' : and Is invariably the correlaUve of P'TS (' righteous ') ; 
cf. Gn I8». 

Besides the foregoing, three other words require brief notice, 
GV7* with *?.»0 and JH. AV does not sufficiently disUnguish 
them, rendering •trespass,' 'transgression,' and SVx or 
nntf K ' trespass," ' trespass-offering ' ; whereas tgJ3 Is strictly an 
act of unfaithfulness or treachery towards God or man, pro- 
ducing a state of guiltiness designated by CBM, requiring an 
offering to atone for It, which offering Is also expressed by the 
same word Ctf* (KV 'guilt-offering'). See Ochler, OT fhtol. 
$ 187. Is a word of limited range belonging to the priestly 

terminology (see Driver, LOT 147 [° IW]), while and Its 
cognates run through OT. There Is in the latter word the 
sense of a need of compensation, and the guilt-offering Is to he 
regarded as a compensatory offering for an injury dono (sec 
Ox/. Heb. Lett. p. i»). 

We now proceed to the Mosaic covenant, not 
merely as contained in Ex 20-23, but as developed 
in the whole of Ex. - Lv. -Numbers, keeping in 
mind the widely different dates to which different 
portions may belong. The object of this law as a 
whole, if we regard it as providentially developed, 
appears to be not so much directly to advance 
morality or to deepen a sense of moral imperfec- 
tion, as to create a nation within which communion 
with the One God might be realized and preserved, 
— or, in other words, to form a hard external shell, 
within which a higher religious life might be gradu- 
ally and securely evolved. Hence the political 
and ceremonial elements were the prominent ones. 
And hence sin under the Law meant much more 
neglect, conscious or unconscious, of ceremonial 
regulations than moral transgression, and no dis- 
tinction was drawn between the two. This was a 
necessary first stage. Again, God was the King 
of the new nation. Thus there was no room for 
non-religious law. His purview embraced all acts. 
Therefore there was no distinction between sin and 
crime. In the present day there are sins which 
are not regarded by English law as crimes or torts. 
It was not so in Israel. If an act was outside the 
Law, it was not sin. He who kept the Law was 
blameless. Conversely, there are offences against 
the law of England which the most conscientious 
would hardly regard as sin ; but in Israel all enact- 
ments were part of the Divine law, and the breach 
of any of them was sin. This religious character 
of law was, of course, not peculiar to Israel. It is 
characteristic of early Brahmanic law (see Maine, 
Early Law and Custom, c. ii. esp. p. 42 ff.) and 
of other systems. 
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If, as seems probable, Deut. is earlier in date 
than much of Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers, it 
cannot correctly be called an advance on the views 
hitherto treated, but at any rate it takes much 
higher ground. Not only does the love of God 
and of one's neighbour in Deut. supply the Israelite 
with new motives for fulfilling express commands, 
but this love opened new views of duties beyond 
those commands, and thus enlarged and deepened 
the sense of 6ln where these were not fulfilled. 
There are humane directions which tend to positive 
virtue. Deut. is not open to Wellhausen's charge 
against the rest of the Law, 4 What holiness re- 
quired was not to do good, but to avoid sin ' (Hist. 
Isr., Eng. tr. p. 600). 

It will now be necessary to examine one class of offences 
against the Law which has had an Important part In providing 
terminology and forming conceptions of sin. It Is acknowledged 
that the Law of Israel was In great part a reformation and 
republication of existing Semitic custom, and Indeed of customs 
not exclusively Semitic. This was tho case with the class of 
enactments which related to what was clean ("WES) and unclean 
(NSO). These concerned not only food, but persons and things. 
Offences In respect of these wore sin, and punishable with death. 
There are three explanations of iheso enactments which must 
be set aside. Taking them as a whole, It is impossible to regard 
them as having a moral character. Nor arc they designedly 
allegorical. 80 far as they disclose this character they possess 
it not by virtue of direct Divine appointment, but from their 
origin long before the birth of Israel. They grew out of man's 
sense of the unseen, bis reverence for It, his consciousness of 
physical and spiritual dangers besetting him. The proof of this 
lies in the existence of very similar bodies of law as to cleanness 
and uncleanness, outside Israel, as for instance In the Vendldad 
(Ottered Book* of Hit EatL tr. Darmesteter, vol. Iv.). Thirdly, 
the conoepUon of clean and unclean was not a mmitary one, 
and had nothing In common (except incidentally) with modern 
notions of cleanliness. It was rother, that certain things, 
especially everything connected with birth and death, carried 
with them an Infection of danger and an unfitness for worship. 
The opposite of uncleanness was holiness, and this too In tho 
Law has an Infectious character (Lv G* 7 ). The sin-offering Is so 
holy that everything It has touched must bo washed, broken, or 
dono away with (see, further, art. Uhclran, Ukclkahnrss). 

The importance of tho foregoing In considering tho OT 
doctrine of sin Is as follows: (1) All these enactments enlarged 
the area of sin (Ko 5*), though no doubt they mainly affected 
the priests (Montoflore, Uibbtrt Lect. lx.). At the same time 
It mnst be added that to those who observed them they also 
Increased the area of righteousness and the opportunities of 
conscious Joyful obedience. 02) The notion of the holiness of 
God, to which the system of clean and unclean had a close 
relation, was so olovntcd by tho prophets, especially by Isaiah, 
that the terms connected with the system or their equivalents 
came to supply much of the vocabulary for sin In tho NT and in 
the Christian Church : e.g. the use of such words as xatfapof, 
«a0apt£y cannot be understood without recalling their source in 
the Law. 

The next matters for consideration are the pun- 
ishment and the forgiveness of sin under the Law. 
— (1) Punishment. Sin is to be stamped out ; the 
punishment for almost all sin is death. In theory, 
at any rate, the severity of the Law is amazing. 
What is taken into account is not so much the ill- 
desert of the individual, as his guilt involving the 
nation in guilt, so he must be extirpated (cf. Jos 
22 w ). It is only as regards the nation that punish- 
ment is restorative.— (2) Forgiveness. The only 
sin admitting of individual atonement was sin not 
committed 'with a high hand' (i.e. not wilful), for 
which sin-offering and guilt-offering were provided 
(Lv4-6 7 ) ; see Westcott, Ep. to Heb. p. 288. The 
Day op Atonement must also be taken into con- 
sideration, though its main object appears to have 
been the purification of holy things and places. 
That forgiveness was so difficult of attainment, 
implied and fostered conceptions of God and His 
wrath which were strongly anthropopathic. One 
effect was that God was thought of as injured by 
man's sin ; and the guilt-offering had in it, as we 
have seen, the notion of compensation for injury 
done. In Job (7 s » 36 6 ) we find the first explicit 
contradiction of this thought. But Deuteronomy, 
if anterior to the priestly legislation, had already 
provided an antidote. There God's love for Israel 
is set forth, and the purpose of all His commands 
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is repeatedly stated to be man's good (Dt 6 2 * 10 13 ^. 
His commands give life. Hence God hates sin 
against Himself because it hurts, not Him, but the 
sinner. 

ii. THE Prophets. — (a) The Former Prophets. — 
If the essence of sin is departure from God, then, 
in whatever form, idolatry must be the worst sin 
because the most complete. That is its position 
throughout the historical books. In Judges it is 
the cause of all Israel's sufferings. In 1 and 2 
Samuel it is comparatively absent, and conse- 
quently there is a great burst of national vigour 
and prosperity. In 1 and 2 Kings the standard by 
which all reigns are measured is the permission or 
repression of idolatry. The history of the Northern 
Kingdom is the history of the continuance and 
effects of the sin of Jeroboam, and the word ' sin ' 
is almost restricted to that special meaning. The 
sin of idolatry took different forms, such as de- 
grading the conception of Jahweh, identifying Him 
with Baal, worshipping Him in heathen fashion 
and with visible representations, combining His 
worship with that of other gods, or, far less com- 
monly, forsaking Him altogether for other gods. 
But in one form or another it is regarded in the his- 
torical books as the first and worst of all sins, and 
rightly so, at that stage of national life. 

(b) Yet this view was too concentrated to be 
complete. It is not to the retrospective record in 
1 and 2 Kings that we look for light on the progress 
of the national conscience, but to contemporary 
authorities, the so-called Later Prophets, i.e. the 
prophetical books of the 8th cent., Amos, Hosea, 
Micah, Isaiah. It is they that develop the moral 
character and moral requirements of J" ; and as 
a necessary consequence the range, depth, and 
danger of sin. 

The history of David supplies us with two examples of sin— 
one flagrant, and the other difficult to regard as sinful. The 

tiolnts which come out in his sin with Balhsheba ore (I) possi- 
illlty of Immediate forgiveness on repentance ; (2) punishment 
after forgiveness, severe and protracted ; (8) the punishment 
of the sinner Involves suffering for others. This, however, 
appears more clearly In the next Instance, that of the census 
(2 8 -14'). The point to notlcejn this Is, that the sin is ascribed 
to the causation of J" Himself, just In the same way as the evil 
spirit which came upon Soul Is described as 'from God.' 
Several other passages, e.g. Jg 8**, are of the same character. 
On them Clemen (Lehre von der SQnde, p. 128 ff.) builds the 
conclusion that God was regarded as the author ( Veranttalter) 
of sin. It Is mora correct to say that we have In them reflexions 
of that perplexity about the Interaction of Divine control and 
human freedom which has at all times been felt, and not alone 
in Israel. For later protests against false Inferences from such 
expressions, see Sir l6"-*> and Ja t****. What was In Hebrew 
religion only a hesitation and perplexity, which never produced 
dangerous results, became In Islam a principle fatal to morality. 
' The unbelief of the unbeliever, the impiety of the Impious, and 
bad actions, come to pass with the foreknowledge, will, pre- 
destination, and decree of God. but not with His satisfaction 
and approval ' (Sell, Faith o/Itlam 1 , pp. 118, 178). 

Amos leads the way in bringing moral offences 
to the front. He carries on one side of Elijah's 
work, and the transgressions denounced in Am 1. 2 
are offences against justice and humanity between 
man and man. Micah and Isaiah (e.g. Is l 10 "") 
follow Ainos. To Hosea the sin of Israel is heinous 
because it is sin against God's love. In Hosea we 
have the OT counterpart to 1 John. What Hosea 
(and indeed all the prophets) did, was to enlarge 
and deepen the conception of sin indirectly by 
making men realize far more fully the moral 
character of God. This work of the prophets, 
though by far the most important phase in the 
history of the OT doctrine of sin, is so obvious on 
the surface of their writings, and lias been so often 
and so fully dealt with (e.g. Robertson Smith, 
Prophets of Israel, Lect. ii. ; Kirkpatrick, Doctrine 
of the Prophets, passim), that it must here be taken 
for granted in order to leave room to deal with 
less obvious contributions and developments. See 
also Clemen, Lehre von der Sunde, p. 70 f. 
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Another point in the teaching of the prophets 
as to sin is their preaching of repentance, both 
national and individual, outside the covenant (cf. 
Jonah) as well as within it. The development 
of individualism by Jeremiah and Ezekiel is a 
moment of great importance in the doctrine of sin. 
Hitherto the prominent thought has been that of 
sin affecting the nation through the individual, and 
entailing guilt on succeeding generations, though 
it must be noticed that the heredity of guilt is not 
allowed as a ground for private revehge (Dt 24 19 , 
2 K 14\ but cf. 2 S 21"). Ezekiel attaches his 
teaching to that of Jeremiah, and works it out. 
His result is well summed up by A. B. Davidson 
in his note on Ezk 18, ' the individual man is not 
involved in the sins and fate of his people or his 
forefathers.' But even Ezekiel did not dissolve 
entirely the great predominant OT thought of the 
solidarity of Israel in respect of sin. There was 
work for that conception to do in the NT. It made 
possible the thought of the vicarious atonement of 
Christ, as representative of the nation and the race 
(Jn ll 41 - 63 ). For a strong instance of the sense 
of sin as national, see Is 64. The feeling has been 
well expressed by Montefiore : ' At his worst the 
individual felt he belonged to the people of God, 
and shared their righteousness ; and at his best 
he still felt the depressing burden of Israel's 
national sins' (Hibbert Lect. p. 512). The whole 
question was deeply affected by the obscurity 
and comparative unimportance of the Heb. ex- 
pectation of a future life. When that dawned 
clearly, the importance of the individual dawned 
with it. 

iii. The Hagioorapiia. — Tho Psalms belong 
largely, though not entirely, to the prophetic 
school of thought, and either anticipate or develop 
its teaching, according to the view we may take of 
their respective dates. It is in the Psalms that 
we first have a deep view of sin from the sinner's 
side. In the Prophets we have the historian or 
preacher denouncing, but in the Psalms the sinner 
confessing sin, either personal or national. This 
deep sense of sin arises invariably out of the pres- 
sure of suffering in some form ; and in some cases, 
at any rate, is due to the national suffering of the 
Captivity and Exile. The Psalmist does not re- 
pent for fear of future punishment, but from the 
pressure of present affliction. It is true that we 
find the consciousness of uprightness and sincere 
purpose as well as the consciousness of sin (e.g. Ps 
2tf), but this does not contradict the general im- 
pression. A special aspect of sin in the Psalms is 
that of falsehood. The service of J" is thought of 
as truth, practical truth, much in the same way ns 
in the Gospel and Epp. of St. John ; hence sin, its 
opposite, is untruth, vanity, lies. In the Psalms, 
as in the Prophets, sin is no longer a matter of 
strict legalism, of failure to obey. Emotions and 
affections come in largely (as iu some degree in 
Hosea and Deut). The Psalmists love God, and 
look on sin as breaking this happy relation, hiding 
His face and shutting up His mercies. All this 
reaches its highest point in Ps 61, with its pro- 
found consciousness of sin in the individual and in 
the race (v. 6 , cf. Job 14 4 ), hatred of it for its own 
sake, not merely for its consequences, and hopeful 
assurance of forgiveness and renewal. 

M. Holzman (Lazarus and Stelnthal's ZeiUdirlftfur VNktr- 
pnyehologie, Bd. sv. 1S64) contrasts the doctrine of sin Id the 
Rig Veda with that of the Psalms In the following respects : 
( I ) Varuna (the Rod addressed) Is regarded as himself the cause 
of man's being deceived Into sinning ; (2) ceremonial offences 
arc regarded aa on the same level with moral, which Is certainly 
not the case In the Psalms ; (8) guilt is dreaded not for Itself, 
bat solely for its punishment. 

In Proverbs the aspect of sin is, of course, wholly 
different. It is practical religion which is treated 
here, and this from an external and an intellectual 



point of view. Righteousness is wisdom, and sin 
is folly. The sinner is (1) simple ('•??), (2) a fool 
see article Fool), or (3) a sevrner (r 1 ?). 

Two characteristics may be specially noticed. (1) Men are 
sharply divided Into good and bod ; and though In chs. I-» the 
|K>sslbiltty of change is assumed, there is no reference to sorrow 
for sin, or conversion from bad to good (see Toy, Proverbs, 
In trod. p. xlll). This Is the attitude towards sinners which Is 
developed and hardened In Sirach, as noticed below. (2) In 
Proverbs, and still more distinctly in Job, it Is the moral state 
of the Individual which occupies attenUon ; for even if Job be 
typical of Israel, the type is worked out with thorough drainatlo 
truth. Tho result Is that we obtain in these books far more 
detailed ethical reflexions than are found elsewhere In the OT. 
Although the religious consciousness of sin cannot be said to be 
prominent, yet It does find expression in a verso which Is the 
strongest statement In OT of the universality of human sinful- 
ness, namely Pr 20* ; and throughout Pr 10-24 the approval or 
disapproval of the Lord often recurs as tho standard of action. 

The Book of Job presents features of far greater 
interest, and represents the furthest advance in 
the doctrine of sin prior to the NT. Its results 
may be classed under three heads. (1) The Law 
being designedly excluded from the drama, the 
sins which come in question are purely ethical and 
nowhere ritual. The spread of sin is definitely 
acknowledged as universal; it is inherent in human 
nature (Job 4" RVm, 14* 15" "), and it includes 
sins of thought and desire. This latter point comes 
out most fully in Job 31, where we get the author's 
conception of sin, a very wide and penetrating 
one, not less remarkable for inwardness than the 
Sermon on the Mount. (2) The close relation 
between sin and suffering, believed in by Israel 
in early times, and implied by the double sense of 
PK^n and f.J (see above), is in this book shown to 
be at any rate not a necessary one. Sin does not 
always bring suffering, and suffering does not 
always imply sin. But this result is something 
very different from denying altogether such a re- 
lation between the two, a denial which would at a 
blow cut away the ground from under the religious 
life of Prophets and Psalmists. (3) The character 
of sin as affecting God comes in for treatment inci- 
dentally. Expression is given to two false guesses : 
(a) that God watches man's transgressions with 
something approaching satisfaction, Job 14 18, 17 ; 
(ft) that human sin cannot affect Him, Job 7 S) RV ; 
cf. Elihu in 35 6 . Of these (a) is merely one of the 
rash words which fall from the sufferer, but (6), as 
confirmed by Elihu, shows Jewish thought strongly, 
perhaps dangerously, in reaction against its earlier 
anthropopathic conceptions. 

Ecclesiastes contributes little except the final de- 
cisive conviction of the universality of sinful acts, 
' Surely there is not a righteous man upon earth 
that doeth good and sinneth not' (F.c7-')- 

II. I if THE APOCIt YPIIA. — Sirach. — As in Pro- 
verbs, so in Sirach the righteous and the wicked 
under various names form two great classes ovtr 
against one another (S3 1 * 18 ), and it is to the former 
class only that the writer addresses himself. Fools 
are incapable of amendment. Turning from sin 
(8 6 ) is only the repentance of the righteous ; and, 
with the exception of 17 aw \ the attitude of Sirach 
prefigures that attitude towards sinners which it 
was the great work of Jesus to challenge and set 
aside by His example (Lk 16 s ). Yet Sirach denies 
to sinners the excuse that they cannot help them- 
selves. It is not God who causes man to sin (s-.-e 
above, I. ii.). The author's assertion of human 
freedom and responsibility is striking and powerful, 
if somewhat too broad (Sir 16 11 " 20 ). It is not in any 
degree limited by the statement of 2o 24 that Eve's 
sin brought death upon the race, for the inheritance 
of death by every man does not necessarily imply 
a doctrine of original sin.* The philosophy of 

•See Important art. by F. R. Tennant (Journal Thtol. 
Stndiet, II. 6, p. 207), published since this art. was written. 
He sums up thus: 'The Kail (occordlnir to Sirach) was thecv/wM 
of death, but only the beginning of sin.' Cf. Thackeray, '.o. 
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Sirach accounts for physical evil in creation as a 
necessary complement to moral evil in man, and 
designed for its punishment ; see Sir SU* 8 " 81 40*- H . 

Wisdom of Solomon. — In this book, notwith- 
standing the totally different atmosphere produced 
by (1) a hope full of immortality (3*), and (2) the 
practical identification of Wisdom with the Spirit 
of God (9 17 ), the ground thought is the same as that 
of Sirach, namely, that sin is ignorance, and that 
it is the intellectual side of man that must by 
'discipline' be fortified against it. The character 
of the book is therefore, at first sight, in the 
strongest contrast with the words of Clirist, 'I 
thank, thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou didst hide these things from the wise 
and understanding, and didst reveal them unto 
babes' (Mt ll 24 ). Yet if the above-mentioned 
identification of Wisdom with the Holy Spirit be 
pressed a little further, the contradiction dis- 
appears (cf. 1 Co 2 18 ). It should be noted that 
Wis 12 lor , which appears to make for a doctrine of 
inborn sin, applies only to the Canaanites, and not 
to mankind at large. The idea of the derivation 
of a universal taint from Adam's transgression is 
altogether wanting. 

Prayer of Mannsses. — We here encounter the 
first unqualified presentation of the later Judaic 
belief in the complete sinlessness of the patriarchs 
(' Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, which have not sinned 
against thee,' 4). This- attribute was extended 
afterwards to many other OT personages (see 
Weber, Jud. Theol. 2 pp. 32 and 54 ff. ). Lk W does 
not necessarily admit the existence of absolute 
human sinlessness, and must be interpreted, ad 
fmminem, as addressed to Pharisees and scribes 
(see lo*) in a spirit not far removed from irony. 
St. Paul expressly dissociates himself from the 
above tendency (Ro but Rev 14 1 " 3 seems to 
show traces of it. 

2 Esdras (chs. 3-14). — This book ought in strict- 
ness to be dealt with separately, as being poht- 
Christian (prob. a.o. 81-96). Its close relation 
(along with Apoc. Baruch, see BaKUCH [APOCA- 
LYPSE OF]) to the line of thought in the Ep. to 
Romans has been fully brought out in Sanday- 
Headlam, Romans ; see esp. p. 137. We learn from 
2 Esdras that at the time at which it was written 
there was in Judaism a doctrine of inborn inherited 
sin. It is hard to see how such a doctrine could be 
expressed more definitely than is the case in 2 Es4 3) 
'a grain of evil seed was sown in the heart of 
Adam from the beginning, and how much wicked- 
ness hath it brought forth unto this time.' In the 
light of this passage the less clear utterances of 
2 Es 3 af - and 7" become unambiguous. On the side 
of human free-will Sanday-Headlam (l.r.) quote 
2 Es 8 i9 9" and esp. Apoc. Bar 54"- I9 . They truly 
remark that both works ' lay stress at once on the 
inherited tendency to sin, and on the freedom of 
choice in those who give way to it' (p. 134). If 
the biblical doctrine of sin finds its most important 
expression in Romans, then 2 Esdras, as illustrat- 
ing Romans, has a special value for the study of 
the subject. Cf. Thackeray, I.e. 

III. Iw the New Testament. — Termin- 
ology. — 

1. The ijiopiimp (roup. ' A/iopn'a may mean sin ns a habit, 
a state, a [lower (so freq. in Romans), and also a single act of 
«ln ; while anaprrtna is res trlcted to the latter ; see Westcott, 
Epp. John, Add. Note on 1 Jn 1". 

t. trapdfituris, transgrt 'union ; wapdnrupa, trMptlM (more 
precisely, full or declination). 'These two words are closely 
allied, referring respectively to the consequences on the agent 
and to the line traiifgressed. Both presuppose the existence of 
a law." (Ltgbtfoot, Natei on Epp. St. Paul, lio f.* 4 ), and herein 
they differ from anapria. While law multiplied transgression, 
It reveals sin. 

8. avoiiia, AV iniquity. The word had been so coloured by 
Its LXX use, as a frequent rendering of P°* and other words 
meaning sin. that its proper sense, violation of lnw. can be 
cc.-inlnly recognized only lu one passage, 1 Jn -i*. In iu strict 



eenso It truly represents the conception of sin given in the Epp. 
of James and John. 

4. atrip* ia. As ayo/iCa Is disregard and defiance of God's law. 
so aaifitia Is the same attitude towards God's Person. It ex- 
presses the insult and blasphemy involved in sin. 

5. iSiKia. This word brings forward that side of sin which is 
against our neighbour and does lilin a wrong, and as such is 
common to human and to Divine law (see Westcott, Epp. John 
£•", note for relation of iUtia to apapria). 

6. Aijjia. Though occurring but once, It has a special Im- 
portance from being the torm for sin chosen by the Lord Himself 
to be used by us in our daily prayer for forgiveness, the Lukan 
form aikaorias (Lk 11*) being probably a paraphrase (see Chase, 
The Lord'* Prayer, p. 64 ff.). — Other words for sin are rather 
aspect* of it, such as falsehood, darkness, ignorance, and do not 
come under terminology. 

i. Synoptic Gospels.— Looking back on the 
OT as a whole, we are struck with the range and 
completeness of the doctrine of sin which it pre- 
sents. This accounts for a feature in Christ's 
teaching as given in the Synoptic Gospels which 
would otherwise be surprising, namely, the paucity 
of teaching about sin. Sin is mentioned almost 
exclusively in connexion with its forgiveness. Jesus 
appears as one who forgives sin, and not as insist- 
ing and enlarging on it, or as convicting of it. It 
is obvious how different would have been the effect 
of His ministry on the world, if it had been primarily 
a ministry of conviction of sin. In the Fourth Gos- 
pel He explicitly disclaims such an aim (Jn 12 17 ), 
thus confirming the impression derived from the 
Synoptists. At the same time it is forgiveness, not 
indifference. There is no trace of the Ritschlian 
view, that till He came all sin was practically 
ignorance, and that sinners only needed to lay 
aside their sense of guilt. That ignorance, even 
where it exists, is but a partial and not a sufficient 
excuse, appears in Lk 12 4 ', and the explanation of 
that passage is that moral ignorance is never total, 
and only comes near totality by man's own fault. 
The sharp distinction between sins of ignorance 
which are forgivable, and sins without ignorance 
which are not, is untrue to life. The man who sins 
from ignorance has still some spark of knowledge 
which is enough to condemn him, and the man who 
sins against light has still some ignorance, for how- 
can a man iu his present limitations realize the 
gravity of the issues which are presented to him 
here ? For the first point see Lk 23** ; the soldi* rs 
in their ignorance, nevertheless, need forgiveness ; 
and for the second see the lament over Jerusalem, 
Lk 19«. 

The Lord's teaching as to sin, so far as He touched 
it, was not so much to correct OT doctrine regard- 
ing it, as much rather to get rid of a spurious de- 
velopment of it, represented by the legalism and 
casuistry of the Jewish scribes. The character of 
prophetic invective appears in one class of discourses 
only — those addressed to the Pharisees. We are 
next led to consider what exceptions must be made 
to the general statement above as to the absence 
in the Gospels of denunciations of sin. They are 
as follows : — 

(1 ) Hypocrisy, (2) offences (<r*dpjaAa), (8) sin against the Holy 
Ghost. It will be seen that two of these are closely cognate, 
and all three attach more or less to the same class of persons. 

(1) Ilyjx>cri*y, denned Mt 23* ' all their works they do for to 
be seen of men.' It Is in n great degree a new revelation of sin, 
for the words In OT tr. ' bvpocrlte ' have not that meaning (m* 
art. Hypocrite). Yet although no corre»|K>nding Ileb. word 
occurs, the condition of soul is described in Is 2U ,S , and is quoted 
as Buch by Christ (Mk "•). Further, it had already been brought 
as a charge against the Sadducees by the Pharisees, avtpm- 
naptoKoi being used to denote hypocrites (Pa-Sol 4*- ,0 ). They 
were now to have the reproach cast back upon themselves by 
Christ. — (2) ()ffence*. This sin Is fttiriy prominent in OT : as, for 
Instance, the sin of Hophnl and Phinehas. who made the Lord's 
people to transgress (1 8 2**i, and still more the sin of Jeroboam. 
The offence (mavSakov) may be within the man and limited in 
its operation to him, as in Mt IS* and perhaps 1 Jn Or it 
may involve two persons, the cause of the offence being in one 
person and the actual stumbling taking place in another, as ia 
Mt IS*. Subdividing this latter alternative, we find that the 
cause of stumbling mav be in itself positively sinful, as in the 
OT Instances quoted above, and again as in the atUtudcofthe 
Pharisees towards Christ, which turned the multitude away 
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froin Him. Another Instance Is that of Simon Poter, whose 
counsel was an 'offence 1 to Christ Himself (Mt Nr*). Or, 
secondly, the cause of offence may be in Itself quite an Innocent 
act, as In Ko 14 s , and only sinful because of Us easily foreseen 
consequences (Ko 14 M ). This principle explains the otherwise 
unnecessary payment of the half-shekel (Mt l'i n ). Yet, fuither, 
the act causing offence may be not only Innocent, but necessary 
in itself, in which case its Incidental consequences cannot make 
It sinful. Christ Himself, His sayings. His cross, are all described 
in NT as 'offences.' The general teaching, If we anticipate and 
include St. Paul's development of the subject. Is that we arc 
bound to look forward to the probable consequences of our 
actions, even when those consequences are far Irom our inten- 
tions. Ko 14 grows naturally out of Mt 18°. Nothing is gained 
by confounding, as Clemen does (tehre von dtr SUnde, p. 
216 ff.), the sin of causing offences with the general topic of 
the self-propagation of sin, nnd its power to bring men Into 
bondage, on which see below, $ 11. 2.— (8) Ijin against t/i« Holy 
Ghost. This was exemplified In, but is not to bo limited to, 
the attribution to evil spirits of the work of the Holy Spirit In 
the actions and words of Christ. For a probable explanation 
of the different Judgments pronounced by Christ on blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit and that against the Son of man, see 
art. Blaspiikmt. The persistent denial of the Inspiration of 
Jesus by those who in some measure felt the truth of His 
claims was an unpardonable sin. The three passages, Mt 12"- **, 
Mk 8»-*», Lk 12»°, are, like most of the Lord's teaching, not a 
new unrelated utterance, hut rather a republication and adapta- 
tion to the Kingdom of Ood of the ancient law of blasphemy, 
Lv 24 18 . It must be added that the unpardonable sin does not 
consist In the utterance of particular words, but In the condi- 
tion of soul which Is expressed bv them, namely, that persistent 
resistance to the Holy Ghost which was afterwards emphasized 
by Stephen (Ac 

Taking a general survey, it may be said that 
there are three points which appear specially in 
the Synoptists of which the last is by far the most 
important. (1) An extension of the area of sin by 
the spiritual interpretation of the Mosaic law, and 
by the new requirements of the Kingdom of God. 
(2) A limitation of its area by the great principle 
now clearly formulated, that sin cannot be con- 
tracted by physical contact with things ceremonially 
unclean, but must proceed from within (Mk 7 16 , 
Mt 15 11 ). (3) The Lord's own attitude towards 
sin in man as a revelation of God's attitude to 
it, namely forgiveness. The message which He 
brought and which He entrusted to the apostles 
(Lk 24") was the forgiveness of sins, and it is 
this which we rind them declaring in Acta and 
expanding in the Epistles. 

ii. The FOURTH Gospel.— The same note is 
struck by St. John at the outset : 1 Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the world ' 
(.In l 29 ). Yet His coming and gracious work opened 
the possibility of a new sin, that sin of rejection of 
salvation which overshadows so largely the first 
twelve chapters of the Fourth Gospel, and re- 
appears under other circumstances in the Hp. to 
the Hebrews (He 2 8 4' 6*- 5 10*). 

1. In short, the principal teaching as to sin in the 
Fourth Gospel is the capital nature of the sin of un- 
belief in Jesus as the Christ the Son of God. There 
had been unbelief in Galilee, and that unbelief had 
called forth the severe denunciation in Lk 10 1 -'- 18 . 
But the unbelief of Judaea was far more marked 
and general, and the gospel of the Judajan ministry 
is darkened everywhere by collision with it. This 
is the sin of which the Holy Spirit will specially 
convict men, 'of sin because they believe not on 
me.' Could this sin be regarded as a sin of igno- 
rance? It could not, for Christ had come and 
manifested Himself. 1 If 1 had not come and 
spoken unto them, they had not had 6in : but now 
they have no excuse for their sin ' (Jn 15 22 ). We 
are here close to the sin against the Holy Ghost, 
which has been already treated. That is a special 
and aggravated form of the more general sin of 
unbelief. 

It may be added that the sin of unbelief in Jesus 
as the Christ the Son of God holds in the NT much 
the same position which idolatry holds in the OT. 
In each case the sin is the worst sin that can be 
committed, because it cuts off the soul from God, 
and so from the source of its life and peace. It is 



an evil heart of unbelief falling away from the 
living God (He 8"). 

2. The second important point in the Fourth 
Gospel is its emphasis on sin as bondage. The 
direct teaching is brief, contained in six verses in 
.In 8 81n *-, but the development afterwards given it 
by St. Paul in Ro 6 places it in the front of NT 
teaching on sin. It is perhaps anticipated in Mt 
(J 24 4 ye cannot serve God and mammon.' 

3. There are also lesser points worthy of notice. 
The old question of the connexion of sin and suffer- 
ing is raised in Jn 9, and its universality is there 
denied ; while, on the other hand, it is clear that it 
holds good in some cases, as appears in 6 14 • sin no 
more, lest a worse tiling befall thee.' The pas- 
sage in Lk 15 as to the slaughter of the Galilaeans is 
not precisely to the point, as what is there taught 
is the general guilt of the nation of which only 
these few had as yet paid the penalty. Another 
class of passages bearing on the subject is that dis- 
tinctive one in which this Gospel gives us, far 
more fully than the others — the Lord's dealings 
with individual souls. What is remarkable is His 
gentleness towards their sins, as, for instance, Jn 
4>'- >8 and 8". 

Lastly, we must observe that the principal teach- 
ing as to sin in the Gospels, taken as a whole, is 
that which results from the revelation of a perfect 
standard of life as shown in Christ As Ritschl 
Bays (vol. iii. Eng. tr. p. 829), 4 The only way in 
which the idea of sin can be formed at all is by 
comparison with the good.' It is true that Ritschl 
presses this too far, and seems to imply that no 
competent standard of morality had existed before 
the preaching of the Kingdom of God. 4 But to 
affirm the absolute standard is not to deny the 
relative standard. God was in the preparation 
for the Kingdom of God as in the realization of 
that Kingdom in Christ' (Garvie, Jlitschlian The- 
ology, p. 303). We must, nevertheless, allow that 
the coming of Christ and the preaching of the 
gospel did give a new character to sin. Sin was 
thus placed in a new relation, that of opposition to 
the Kingdom of God, and yet, further, it was shown, 
as in the parable of the Prodigal, to be not only 
sin against power and wisdom, but also against 
goodness and love. 

iii. Epistles. — 1. St. James. — Three passages de- 
serve special consideration, (a) The genesis of sin 
in the individual (Ja 1 M - u ). It comes from the will 
consenting to a desire for something not lawful. 
The desire iu itself may be innocent (see art LUST), 
but, in the case supposed, it can only be gratified 
at the expense of transgression of moral law. The 
will surrenders, and the desire is fulfilled in an 
act of sin (cf . 4** *). Desire (bridvula) here corre- 
sponds nearly to 4 the flesh ' of St. Paul's theology. 
To understand the bearing of the passage, see Sir 
16***, which perhaps suggested it. There the source 
of evil lies in the freedom of the will. The fact 
that this freedom is God's gift does not make Him 
the author of evil, for it is freedom, (ft) Sin in 
relation to law. The Law, rather than Christ, 
is the central thought of the Epistle, but it is 
the Law as revealed and interpreted by Christ in 
the Sermon on the Mount and in His life. It is a 
perfect law (l- 6 ) ; a law of freedom, i.e. not enforced 
from without, but freely accepted as the aim and 
desire of the subject of it (1^ 2 ia ) ■> a royal law (2»). 
There is also the thought of the solidarity of the 
Law, with its consequences on the doctrine of sin. 
Conscious, wilful transgression of any one point is 
tantamount to transgression of the whole, for, all 
being God's will, any transgression is defiance of 
God's will (2 10 ). This, so far from being a pedantic 
conception, is founded on a true spiritual view of the 
relation of man to God. It is applied to an appa- 
rently small matter — respect of persons within the 
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Church, and preference given to the rich over the 
poor. It must be added that the passage does not 
justify us in inferring the equality of all sins. It is 
rather a warning against regarding lesser sins as 
of no consequence, (c) Forgiveness of sin (6 1 *- 20 ). 
Two points deserve notice. (1) The mediation of 
the Christian community, not of the elders only, in 
the forgiveness of sins (eix'vOe v*ip iW-f/Xuv, v. 19 ). 
This mediation is effected by mutual confession 
and-prayer. It may extend even to. the case -ot a 
Christian who has actually forsaken the truth 
(v. 1 *), and every member of the Church is bidden 
to consider the blessing which may attend his 
efforts. The sins covered are certainly those of 
the sinner who is converted (see Toy on Pr 10 12 ). 
(2) The close connexion in the writer's mind be- 
tween forgiveness of sin and healing. The passage 
begins simply with the idea of a case of sickness 
(v. 14 ), and goes on to assume that it may perhaps 
be occasioned by sin (cf. the forgiveness of the 
paralytic, Mt 9 2 ). The removal of the chastise- 
ment and the forgiveness of the sin which occa- 
sioned it go ' together ; cf. Ps 103 s , which was 
interpreted in this sense. 

2. Hebrews.— The persons addressed had to the 
full the sense of sin which the OT had prepared 
and developed, and they had had to part with the 
ritual which had hitherto cleansed them and 
brought them nigh. A main purpose of the 
Epistle is to show them that better provision than 
the Law could offer is made for these needs in 
Christ and His priestly sacrifice. Hence the 
prominent aspect of sin in this Epistle is that of 
sin as guilt, as the cause of the separation between 
man and God, barring access to Him. The work 
of Christ is the restoration of communion, and the 
earlier portion of the Epistle reaches its goal in 
He 10 1 *. Besides the general teaching as to the 
removal of guilt, the Epistle deals with a particular 
form of sin, that of falling away from grace. It is 
written to men in danger of lapsing into their 
fornier Judaism, not merely as individuals, but as 
a body (see 6» ff - 10"*). The sin as to which the 
Hebrews are warned is not ordinary sin after 
baptism to which every Christian is liable, but 
nothing less than apostasy. It should also be 
observed that He 2 !) sets a final seal on the 
gradually developed conviction that much of 
human suffering is not a consequence of sin, but 
a means to perfection. 

3. St. Paul. — Lechler (Apostolic Tim Eng. tr. 
vol. i. p. 340) asks what is the kernel, the life- 
centre of Sc. Paul's Christian feeling and doctrine, 
and replies, 'God's grace in Christ towards the 
guilt-laden sinner.' It is not merely that St. 
Paul as a theologian felt that the most important 
aspect of the gospel was that of a remedy for sin, 
but that the gospel was that remedy for himself. 
He had felt as few men have felt, his own sinful- 
ness. In this respect we recognize a contrast be- 
tween him and other NT writers. If it is in the 
Epistle to the Romans that we find the full develop- 
ment of St. Paul's hamartiology, it is because the 
question there propounded is, How is man to be 
righteous before God? For that purpose man's 
present sinfulness must first be set forth, and that 
is done systematically in Ro 1-3* >, and incidentally 
throughout the Epistle. The teaching of St.. Paul, 
esp. in Romans, on the subject will be considered 
under the following heads : (a) universality of sin ; 
(ft) heredity of sin ; (c) the seat of sin ; (d) sin as 
a power ; (e) sin and law ; (/) sin and death ; (g) 
death to sin. 

(a) Universality of sin. — The Jewish and the 
Gentile worlds had to be dealt with separately. In 
the Jewish world there had been preparation, but 
sin against ceremonial law had been so exaggerated 
as to put out of sight sin against moral law. Here 
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St. Paul follows Christ Himself, and his exposure in 
Ro 2 ,7ff - reminds us of Mt 23 and many scattered 
sayings iu the Gospels. Another point regarding 
Jewish sinfulness has already been noticed under 
II. (Prayer of Manasses). St. Paul rejects the 
supposed sinlessness of the patriarchs. We next 
take his condemnation of the Gentile world, which 
in Romans comes first. This had become necessary 
now that the gospel of forgiveness was offered to 
the Gentiles. It was true that they had had their 
preparation. The notion of sin is clear enough in 
Babylonian, Egyptian, and Persian religion, but 
it is mainly ceremonial sin. In Greek religion 
there was a truer conception of sin, which reaches 
its highest representation in jEschylus, the poet 
of Divine retribution on the sinner. ' The " Pro- 
metheus," the " Seven against Thebes," and the 
" Orestes" contain a natural testimony of the soul 
to the reality of sin, and the inevitable penalty 
which it carries in itself (Westcott, Religious 
Thought in the West, p. 94). 

But to accompany a gospel of forgiveness some 
clear arraignment was needed. So, in an epistle 
addressed to the centre of the Gentile world, this 
clear arraignment stands in the front. And here 
the doctrine of the universality of Gentile sin is set 
on a true foundation, not on the popular Jewish 
conception that every Gentile was a sinner simply 
as not knowing the Mosaic law (cf. Gal 2' 6 , and 
Light foot, in loc). But, as the sin of the Gentiles 
did not consist in not having the Mosaic law, so 
neither did their want of it excuse them. They 
had the law of conscience or reason (Ro 2 14 J6 ), and 
sin against this was sin against God. 

(ft) Heredity of sin. — Here we must distinguish 
two separate ideas, both of which find expression 
in Romans, namely, (1) participation in guilt ; (2) 
inheritance of sinful disposition. 

(1) In theOT (to use Dorner's words, System Chr. 
Doct., Eng. tr. vol. ii. p. 326) are already found * the 
materials for a conception of moral evil as a generic 
characteristic, and not merely a matter of the in- 
dividual person. 1 A family, a tribe, a nation are 
conscious of a solidarity in respect of guilt and 
innocence difficult to realize in an age of strongly 
developed individual responsibility. It is enough to 
refer to the guilt in the sense of liability to punish- 
ment brought about by the sin of Achan, and by 
David's census ; and to the effect of sin on the land 
itself (Dt 24«V So St. Paul, contemplating not 
merely a family, tribe, or nation, but all mankind, 
sees them all affected by the sin of Adam — all recon- 
ciled by the obedience of Christ (Ro 6 ,2 - a and cf. 
Sir 25 24 ). The correspondence between Adam and 
Christ has taken hold of his mind, it helps him to 
set forth the work of salvation which the Lord has 
accomplished. It is not that Adam's sin is actually 
reckoned against us, but that we are because of it 
involved in punishment* 

This effect on mankind of the sin of Adam may 
be inferred (according to Ro 5") from the death of 
Adam's descendants who lived before the law was 
given. In the absence of law they were not liable 
to punishment To account for their mortality, 
'generic' guilt must be assumed. It is evident 
that such an argument cannot be pressed abso- 
lutely, but must be correlated with the statement 
as to Gentile responsibility without the Law (Ro 
2»-M) ; see Sanday-Headlam on Ro 5' 8 . 

(2) But besides generic participation in Adam's 
guilt we have also to consider the doctrine of the 
inheritance from Adam of a sinful nature. In OT 
the transmission of a sinful nature from parent to 
child is clearly admitted (Ps 51*, Job 14«), but it is 
not traced back to Adam. It is a question whether 
St. Paul so traces it, for neither Ito 6 12 nor 5 19 is 
decisive on the point. Taking the section (Ro 6 1M1 ) 

• See Tulloch, CAHslittn-Ooctrine of Sin, p. 198. 
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as a whole, it is difficult to disentangle with certainty 
the ideas of a transmitted sinful disposition, or of 
an actual sinfulness of all men, from the idea of 
the generic guilt of mankind (described above) with 
which they are closely interwoven. The latter is 
certainly the leading though not the only thought 
(cf. v. 12 i<f> <$ ir&rret wia/tro?) of the passage, which 
is occupied much more with the reign of death 
than with the reign of sin. The view taken of the 
sin of Adam is not so much that thereby human 
nature was infected in itself, but rather that there- 
by sin, an alien power, got a footing in the world, 
and, involving all men in actual sin, brought death 
upon all. This is very far short of the Augustiuian 
doctrine of Original Sin, which appears to be a 
development of 2 Es 3 41 4 80 rather than of anything 
to be found in NT. The language of St. Paul ('sin 
came into the world,' Ro 6 13 ) leaves room for the 
communication of a sinful tendency, not only by 
heredity in the strict sense of the word, but also 
by all that interpenetration of the individuals by 
the race which makes it impossible to regard them 
as isolated atoms dependent only on birth for their 
characteristics.* 

(c) The seat of sin. — Strictly speaking, this is in 
the will ; but in a wider sense its seat is in that 
which moves the will, namely, in 'the flesh.' 
'The flesh' in St. Paul denotes not merely sensual 
desires and appetites, but ' man's entire life so far 
as it is not determined by the Spirit of God.' It 
may thus denote also man's rational nature. The 
fleshly mind is ' the God-resisting disposition in 
virtue of which man in self-sufficiency and pride 
opposes himself to God, and withdraws himself 
from the spirit of Divine life and love.'t In short, 
' the flesh ' is man in his selfishness. But neither 
the flesh in the material sense, nor human nature 
on the whole, are in themselves evil ; for the body 
may be brought into subjection (1 Co D-" 7 ), may 
become a temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Co 1J ), and 
its members may be 'servants to righteousness 
unto sanctiflcatiou.' 

(d) Sin as a power.— St. Paul regards sin not as 
an isolated act, nor as an - accumulation of acts, 
but as a power which has gained a lodgment in 
man (Ro 7 17 ), enslaving and paralyzing his will. 
'The flesh' is only the material medium in which 
it works. Cf. above, Prefatory (2), and Jn 8 M , and 
see esp. Sanday-Headlam on Ro 6 12 -* 1 , p. 145. 

(e) Sin and law. — Here we have something 
new, new as the result of conscious reflexion, yet 
the result of what has gone before. St. Paul 
looks back on the history of the nation, and of his 
own spiritual experience, and sees ( Ro 8 8 ) rb dSvvar ov 
rod *6pov (the inability of the Law) for the restraint 
of sin. The result of law, by itself, must always 
be sin rather than righteousness. It provoked 
and revealed sin. 'The strength of sin is the 
law' (1 Co 16 6 *). 

(/) Sin and death. — St. Paul, as stated above 
(b), regarded physical death as the consequence of 
the Fall, and argues from this premiss in Ro 6 la - 21 . 
But it is probable that he (like the author of 
Wisdom) did not separate strictly the conceptions 
of physical and moral death. He uses the words 
' death ' and ' life ' with a breadth which makes it 
difficult to say in any particular case which kind 
of death he is attributing to sin as its effect, e.g. 
Ro 6 sia . To him physical death is but the 
symbol of its far more terrible moral counterpart, 
final separation from God, and the extinction of 
the life of the Spirit ; cf. Ja l 16 . See Beyschlag, 
NT Theol., Eng. tr. vol. ii. p. 66 ff. 

(g) Death to sin. — The wide use of the idea of 
' death,' illustrated above, enabled it to be applied 

* Cf. Dorner, Syttem Ohr. Doclr., Eng. tr. vol. HI. p. 56 ff. 
t Dorner, Sy»1em Chr.Doetr., Enjr. tr. vol. 11. p. 819. The whole 
passage on «-ap£ should be referred to. See also art. Flesh. 



to any absolute final separation of objects hitherto 
closely related. Hence the entry into union with 
Christ is death to sin (Ro 6>-«). All that St. Paul 
has to say on the sinfulness of the flesh, on sin as 
an inmate of the soul, on sin as a ruling power, 
relates to the state before justification. The 
Christian is, as such, dead to sin. St Paul con- 
templates the Church (as in Eph. passim) and the 
Christian in their ideal state. But he is no 
dreamer ; he knows how incompletely the ideal is 
realized. His delineation of it is his mode of ex- 
pressing the imperative. His hopefulness as to its 
realization is not mere opinion, but the experience 
of a man who himself had felt what he taught, of 
a teacher who had entered into the heart of the 
gospel. The doctrine of St. John (see below) con- 
verges to the same goal, starting from a different 
point, and expressed in different phrases. And it 
must be remembered that 4 death to sin ' is not 
equivalent to insensibility to temptation ; it is 
rather deliverance from bondage. 

4. St. John (Epistles). — (a) The great contribu- 
tion which 1 John makes to the doctrine of sin is 
a paradox. Nowhere is the reality of sin more 
strongly insisted on as occurring in the Christian 
life, and nowhere is the sinlessness of the Christian 
more distinctly asserted. In 1 Jn 1 the sinfulness 
of Christians is presented in three different aspects 
(reality, responsibility, fact; see Westcott, in loc). 
Again, it is involved in the very purpose of the 
Epistle (1 Jn 2 1 , and cf. 6 16 ). But in 1 Jn 8* » and 
6 18 he who is begotten of God and abides in God 
does not, cannot, sin. St. John is not intention- 
ally putting these opposing statements side by 
side, but they are called out by different forms of 
error (TrX&rn). While some denied in various ways 
the reality of sin, others were under the delusion 
that, for the enlightened, conduct is a matter of 
indifference. The answer to the first was this : 
we have sin (l 8 ); and, to the second, whosoever 
abideth in Him sinneth not (3 s ). So far as we sin 
we fall short of our position as children of God 
abiding in Him. There must be infirmities need- 
ing repeated advocacy and propitiation (2 18 ), but 
the choice of the man is against all sin, and 
towards complete conformity to the will of God. 
He still needs to purify himself (3 s ); but sin is no 
longer at the centre of the inner life, it has been 
driven out to the circumference. Further, St. 
John goes on to teach a certain security against 
sin, regarded as coming from without. ' The evil 
one toucheth him not ' (5 18 "). The Christian abides 
in Christ and is 'kept.' The agency of Satan in 
occasioning human sin is strongly marked in this 
Epistle (3*- 12 6 18 - ,9 ), as it had been also in the Lord's 
teaching recorded by St. John (Jn 8 U ). On the 
whole section cf. above iii. 3 (g). (ft) A second but 
less important point in 1 John is the sin unto deAth 
(6 1<J ). It is inconceivable that this should be some 
particular kind of sin, the name of which is con- 
cealed. A classification of sins as mortal ami 
venial, though not without its grounds and its 
uses, is alien from the spirit of the gospel, which 
teaches us that the guilt of sins is estimated by 
their conditions rather than by the actual thing 
done. The sin unto death is nearly related to, 
but not the same as, the sin against the Holy 
Ghost ; again, it is also nearly related to the sin 
of wilful apostasy, already treated under Ep. to 
Hebrews. But the three must not be identified. 
Any sin wilfully persisted in would satisfy the 
conditions of 1 Jn 6 1 ', and the ' sin unto death ' is 
perhaps to be regarded as a genus under which the 
two sins above mentioned are to be classed. St. 
John does not forbid intercession for such a case, 
he only says that such a case is not what he is 
speaking about, and that he cannot attach a 
distinct promise to such intercession, (c)' Another 
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characteristic of these Epistles is the representa- 
tion of sin and righteousness in the aspect of false- 
hood and truth (cf. above, Sin in Psalms). Sin is 
falsehood. It came in with the primal lie, 'thou 
shalt not die ' (cf. Jn 8 44 ). It rests for its power 
upon deceit. But the life of love is the life of 
truth : it corresponds with the movement of the 
Divine government, with its purposes of mercy, 
with the Being and attributes of God (2 Jn »-*). 

Literature.— OT.— Oebler, Theol. of OT, Eng. tr. vol. I. 
pp. 229-'24o(very valuable): SchulU, OT Theol.; Clemen, Lehre 
von der Sunde ; Tulloch, Christian Doctrine of Sin ; OT com- 
mentaries, esp. DiUmann on Iiexateuch, Davidson on Job and 
Ezekicl, Cheyne on Psalms. 

NT.— Dorncr, System of Chr. Doctrine, Eng. tr. vote. II., III. 
(excellent) ; BoyschUg, NT Theol., Eng. tr. vol. II. bit. iv. c. 8 ; 
Lechler, Apostolic Times, Eng. tr. vol. i. pp. 84*2-860 (very 
useful); Weber, Jud. Theol.* liMSi ; W crnle, DerChrlttund 
die Sbnde bei Paulue ; Kltschl, Justification and Reconcilia- 
tion, Eng. tr. pp. 827-366; Thackeray, St. Paul and Contem- 
porary Jetoish Thought, ch. II. ; Commentaries, esp. Sanday- 
Headlam, Romans (see ' 8in ' In Index) ; Wostcott, Hebrevs (esp. 
pp. 81, 82), and Epp. John (esp. pp. 87-40) ; Mayor, St. James. 
On the subject as a whole, MUler, Christian Doctrine of Sin, Is 
still the only comprehensive work known to the writer. It 
contains much valuable thought, but Is unattractive In form 
and style, and Is largely open to criticism, e.g. In Its recourse to 
a theory of pre-exlstence of souls to account for the origin of 
Inborn sinfulness, bk. iv. ch. 4. E. R. BEBNAUD. 

SIM (TP; 2<£it, ZwH,A in Ezk 30 16 Tdm ; Vulg. 
Pelusium). — A city in Egypt mentioned in Kzk 30 Uf - 
along with Pathros (Upper Egypt), Zoan (Tanis), 
Sin, No (.Thebes), Noph (Memphis), Aveu (llelio- 
polis), Pi-beseth (Bubastis), and Tehaphnehes 
(Daphiiffi). Arranging these in geographical order, 
we find them to be the most important cities in 
the N.E. of the Delta and along its eastern edge 
leading to Memphis, the capital of Lower Egypt, 
followed by Pathros (Upper Ejrypt) and its capital 
No. Sin is characterized by Ezek. as 'the strong- 
hold of Egypt' (RV), yet it is not mentioned by 
Jeremiah. LXX tr. it by Sais (the capital of the 
26th Dynasty, in power at the time of the 
prophecy), or Syene, the southern frontier. The 
latter identification is, however, impossible. In all 
probability Sin is Pelusium. The name Sin seems, 
like Pelusium, to be connected with ' mud ' ; and 
a modern name that clings to the neighbourhood 
of Pelusium is et-Tineh, which is from the same 
root as Sin. Unfortunately, nothing is known of 
the history of Pelusium before the time of Hero- 
dotus, in whose days it was a place of importance 
owing to the development of commerce by sea ; 
and soon it became the key of Egypt on the N.E., 
as in the Persian war and long afterwards (Her. 
ii. 17, 164, iii. 10). From the wording of Ezek. it 
would seem to have held this position at a date 
when DapbnsB was still a great garrison city, 
guarding the approach to Memphis. The ancient 
Egyptian name of Pelusium is still unknown. In 
Coptic it is PeremQn, in Arab. el-Fermu. The ruins 
are about a mile distant from the sea in the ex- 
treme N.E. corner of the Delta. They consist of 
a long narrow mound parallel to the sea, containing 
ruins of a temple and a large red brick enclosure, 
evidently a Byzantine or Arab fortress. At the E. 
extremity, after a slight gap, is another high 
mound, ut-arly touching the desert, and crowned by 
a structure of red brick. These brick buildings are 
of the Arab, period. West and south all is barren 
salt marsh, without a living soul for miles ; the 
marsh is now indeed intersected by the Suez canal, 
which brings human beings within 20 miles. Yet 
even down to the 11th cent. a.i>. el-Ferma was a 
large city, and the country round, though marshy, 
was to a great extent cultivated and populous. 
Near the shore were salt-pans, and places for 
salting fish. F. LL. GitlFKITH. 

8 IN, WILDERNESS OF ("p-^''; LXX i) ( PV uot 
2(t)iv ; Vulg. deserluvi Sin). — This ' wilderness ' is 



described in Ex 16 1 as between Elim and Sinai ; in 
IT 1 an encampment in Rephidim is mentioned 
between Sin and the wilderness of Sinai ; and in 
the itinerary of Nu 38 an encampment by the Red 
Sea is inserted between Elim and the wilderness 
of Sin, and two other camping-places besides 
Rephidim between the wilderness of Sin and the 
wilderness of Sinai. On the supposition that the 
traditional site of Sinai is the correct one, the 
encampment by the sea is generally placed at the 
end of Wady Tayibeh, near Bas Abu Selimeh, and 
the wilderness of Sin may be the open plain a 
little to the south of this headland.- Others put it 
in Wady Schellal or Wady Bxtdrah. This wilder- 
ness appears to be different from the wilderness of 
ZIN (Nu 132» 201 27" 33*» 34* <, Dt 32", Jos 15' »), 
in which the Israelites encamped after leaving 
Mt. Sinai, but the student cannot fail to notice 
the close similarity of the three names Sinai, Sin, 
Zin. A. T. Chapman. 

SINAI, MOUNT (T?i 2(«)««£).— The impressions 
derived from a study of the wanderings of the 
children of Israel as they are recorded in the 
Scriptures, are found to undergo important modi- 
fications as soon as the biblical tradition is supple- 
mented by an actual topographical survey of tfie 
peninsula at the head of the Red Sea, which takes 
its name from Mt. Sinai, and is supposed to contain 
the famous mountain where the Law was said to 
have been given to Israel. For while the student 
of the Scriptures without their topographical 
supplement would conclude that the route of the 
Exodus lay entirely outside the pale of civilization, 
the student of the country is able to affirm with 
certainty that there was an actual civilization in 
the peninsula itself ; that there were important 
mines, with at least one port of debarkation for 
ships coming from Egypt; and that the country, 
was intersected by trade routes which connected 
the upper end of the Red Sea with regions lying 
farther north and east ; the mines alluded to being' 
contemporary with the earliest Egyptian dynasties, 
and the trade routes being also, in all probability, 
of extreme antiquity. And not only are there 
within the limits of the so-called Sinaitic peninsula 
the marks of an astonishingly early stage of 
civilization, but there is also the indication of the 
existence of early forms of religion, far removed 
from the semi-fetishism of wandering Arab tribes. 

One of these forms of religion was the Egyptian, 
represented by the temples at Sarbut el-Kadeem 
on the northern route to Mt. Sinai ; it was the 
natural concomitant of the imported Egyptian 
influence which came in with the officials who 
had charge of the mining operations in the west of 
the peninsula. But besides this form of religion 
there is reason to suspect that Babylonian religion 
was also represented, for there are traces in the 
Babylonian literature of mining and quarrying 
operations in the eastern part of the peninsula and 
in the adjacent country of Midian, and these 
traces are very suggestive of religious concomi- 
tants, especially when we find a reflexion of the 
Babylonian theology in the very name of the 
sacred mountain. Mount Sinai, in fact, is named 
after the moon-god Sin (cf. the formation of 
Mordecai from the name of Marduk) ; and if this be 
so, it was from the earliest times a place of sanctity; 
and the routes that converge upon it would easily 
acquire the character of ha} routes or pilgrim 
roads. There is therefore no a priori difficulty 
in the account of the wandering of the children of 
Israel to a sacred monnt, nor any need to regard 
the sanctity of the place as acquired in the time of 
the Exodus, or projected back upon the story by 
later chroniclers. 

The real problem lies in the identification of the 
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mountain described in the Pent., especially in view 
of the fact that the whole of the peninsula is a 
mass of mountains, many of which are conspicuous 
objects in the landscape, and certain to have early 
attracted attention and invited nomenclature. We 
are assuming that Mt. Sinai is somewhere in the 
tongue of land at the head of the Red Sea, between 
the two arms of that sea which constitute respec- 
tively the Gulf of 'Akaba and the Gulf of Suez. 
It should, however, be remembered that Sayce 
thinks he lias grounds for locating Mt. Sinai outside 
the peninsula and in the land of Midian itself. 
In this he is following in some points an earlier and 
more fantastic suggestion of Beke. The advantage 
of such a theory lies in the fact ( 1 ) that Mt. Sinai 
is closely connected with the land of Midian in the 
biblical account. Thither Moses escapes from the 
wrath of Pharaoh, and while engaged in pastoral 
occupations in that land he sees the thcophany of 
the burning bush. Moreover, his wife and her 
relations are Midianite. The general opinion is 
that Midian is on the farther side of 'Akaba to the 
east and north, and that special evidence is needed 
if we would include in it the surroundings of the 
traditional Mt. Sinai. (2) The theory furnishes a 
new explanation of the encampment of the Israelites 
by the sea, which on this theory is the Gulf of 
Akaba ; (3) it finds a site for the much-disputed 
Elim in the modern Aileh (ancient Eloth) ; (4) it 
explains why nothing is said about the exquisite 
valley of Feiran by a writer who is so careful to 
record the ^palm-trees and springs (certainly of a 
much inferior quality) at Ehm ; the identification 
of Rephidim with feiran is, ou this hypothesis, 
incorrectly made. 

The theory is not lightly to be set aside ; the 
main objection to it lies in the itinerary (which 
appears to have been one of daily marches along a 
conventional rood). No satisfactory attempt has 
been made to trace this itinerary to the E. or N. ■ 
of the Gulf of 'Akaba. 

Setting aside, then, the theory of a (trans-' Akaba) 
Midianite Sinai as inconsistent with the most 
natural interpretation of the biblical traditions, we 
proceed to determine the most likely spot within 
the peninsula to which those traditions can be 
referred. And first of all we may clear away the 
apparent confusion between Horeb and Sinai which 
occurs in the Pent., and has often been perplexing 
to commentators who had to reconcile such ex- 
pressions as 'to the mountain of God, even to 
Horeb' (Ex 3'), with which cf. 1 K 19 8 , where 
Elijah is said to have come 'to the mountain of 
God, even to Horeb.' Here and in other places 
' the mountain of God ' is identified with Horeb, 
i.e. Sinai and Horeb are practically interchange- 
able. An examination of the sources of the 
narrative will show that Horeb is tho term used 
for the seat of the Deity in E and D, while Sinai is 
the term used in J and P. According to tiie sources, 
then, we can only say that the centre of the worship 
of J" is in Horeb according to the northern tribes, 
and in Sinai according to the southern ; and no 
further help is forthcoming for the location of 
Horeb (which may simply mean ' waste '). 

Returning to the question of the actual moun- 
tain involved in the tradition, we have a remark- 
able divergence of opinion amongst critics and 
travellers, not a few of whom (especially Lepsius 
and Ebers) have sought to identify the biblical 
Sinai with Mt. Serbal, which rises just above the 
oasis of Feiran to the south. It may be admitted 
that Serbal is a much more conspicuous object 
than Jebel Musa (the traditional mountain of the 
Law), although it is not so lofty. It is also 
true that the centre of early Christian life 
in the peninsula in the first centuries of the 
occupation of the holy places is in the Wady 



Feiran, which stands for the ancient Paran, the 
seat of an episcopate and the home of innumer- 
able ascetics, whose caves and rude dwellings may 
still be traced. We need not be surprised, then, if 
it should be maintained that the special plnce of 
sanctity in the peninsula was not far from the 
Wady Feiran, in which case Serbal can hardly fail 
to be the holy mountain. In further support of 
this it is urged that immediately after the battle 
with Amalek the Israelites are said (Ex 19 2 ) to have 
come to Mt. Sinai, or at all events to the wilderness 
which bears the name of that mountain, and it 
would therefore seem that the mountain was at 
no great distance from Rephidim, which is almost 
universally identified with the Wady Feiran. So 
that, when we combine the biblical statement of 
the proximity of Rephidim to Mt. Sinai with the 
undoubted fact that Feiran is the primitive 
Christian metropolis, a strong case is mode out for 
identifying the beautiful and imposing Mount 
Serbal with the biblical Sinai. Various attempts 
have further been made, by means of quotations 
from Cosmos Indicopleustes, Eusebius, Jerome, etc. , 
to show that there has been a monastic translation 
of the accepted site of Sinai from Serbal to JeM 
Musa (cf. Lepsius, Tour from T/iebes and the 
Peninsula of Sinai, 1846, tr. by Cottrell ; and 
Ebere, Durch Gosen zum Sinai, 2nd ed. Leipzig, 
1881). And it has been affirmed in accordance 
with this hypothesis that there was no monastery 
or monastic settlement in the neighbourhood of 
Jebel Musa before the convent, called popularly 
after the name of St. Catherine, was built by 
Justinian. 

Unfortunately for this ingenious hypothesis, it 
has been reduced almost to absurdity by the dis- 
covery of a document which is in itself one of the 
most interesting of pilgrim itineraries, and which 
for the settlement of the early Christian tradition 
has immense weight. We refer to the document 
known as the Peregrinatio Silvia:, edited in Rome 
in 1887 by Gamurrini from an imperfect MS, and 
since reprinted by J. H. Bernard as a volume of the 
Palestine Pilgrims' Text Society. The pilgrimage 
in question is dated in the years 385-388 by its 
editor, and its authorship is assigned with good 
reason to a lady from Aquitaine. The imperfect MS 
opens with topographical details which certainly 
identify the plain of er-Rahah in front of Jebel 
Musa (' vail em infinitain ingens* planissima et 
valde pulchram, et trans vaflem apparebat nions 
sauctus DeiSyna'). And, in fact, tho whole of the 
route which Silvia describes between Egypt and 
Sinai, and the holy places which she visits, coincide 
closely with the route and the sanctities recorded 
in modern books of travel. The theory of the dis- 

Slacement of the traditional Sinai from Serbal to 
ebel Musa in the early Christian centuries may 
therefore be abandoned, and this practically 
amounts to the final abandonment of the Serbal- 
Sinai theory itself and the acceptance of the 
traditional site. Any residual difficulties which 
are connected with the account of the Exodus 
and the last stages of the journey to Sinai 
are probably due to unhistorical elements in the 
tradition. Mt. Sinai must therefore be sought in 
the cluster of eminences which includes Jebel 
Katerina, Jebel Musa, etc. Of these the highest 
is Jebel Katerina, but it does not appear that any 
attempt has been successful to find at the foot of 
Jebel Katerina a suitable place for an Israelite 
encampment. And in so far as this is the case, 
the traditional site must be allowed to retain the 
identification until further light ran be thrown on 
the subject from unexpected quarters. 

* Ingen*= valde in this document frequently: but here in iu 
natural sense, for she says a little later call*. Ula quam dixi 
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The traditional Sinai is bounded on the north 
side by the great plain er-Rahah, out of which it 
rises precipitously ; on its east and west sides are 
wadis named respectively, the one on the east 
Wady ed-Deir and the one on the west Wady 
el-Leja. The former takes its name (Valley of 
the Convent) from the celebrated convent or St. 
Catherine, which stands upon the slope of the 
mountain ; the derivation of the other name is 
more obscure. In this western wady are the 
remains of the convent of the Forty Martyrs (Deir 
cl-Arbi'in) and a number of other traces of early 
monastic life, and by this valley it is customary to 
make the ascent of Jebel Katerina, which lies 
to the S.W. of Jebel Musa. The northernmost 
peuk of Jebel Musa is called Ras es-Sufsafeh 
(' Head of the Willow,' probably from a tree 
growing in one of its gullies), and is commonly 
taken as the place of promulgation of the Law, 
•for which it is a very striking and suitable site. 
The height of Sufsafeh is 6937 ft., while the south- 
ern peak is somewhat lower. The latter is the 
true holy place according to the Greek and Arab 
tradition. There is an ascent to it by a flight of 
ruue steps commencing not far from the convent, 
and extending, with slight intermission, almost to 
the summit. 

Additional Note. — Objections to the traditional rite of Mt. 
Sinai. — In the foregoing we have found ourselves closely in 
accord with the traditional view of the route of the Exodus, 
and of the location of Mt. Sinai. If the Israelites really went 
into the Sinaitic peninsula, the route and the goal of their 
wanderings have probably been correctly identified. We have 
shown that the tradition in favour of Jebel Musa is earlier and 
more constant than has generally been recognised. But the 
real difficulty begins with the question whether the biblical Mt. 
Sinai was in the peninsula, after all. Objection after objection 
has been raised under this head, and some of them are not easy 
to refute. (1) The biblical references to Mt. Sinai do not seem to 
warrant an identification in the limits of the peninsula. Dt l a 
gives a distance of 11 days from Horeb to the mountains of Seir, 
and this would agree well enough with the distance from Jebel 
Mubo. But in other passages, such as Dt 33* Uab S», the 
contiguity between Sinai and Edoih seems to be more pro- 
nounced : even if we grant a certain freedom of expression to 
poetical passages, still such language as Dt 33*— 

3" came from Sinai, 

And rose from Seir unto them, 
might, in view of Heb. parallelism of the members, Imply more 
than that Sinai was in the direction of Seir. It might be urged 
in reply that the passage continues — 

He shined forth from Mt. Paran, 
And came from Meribah Kadesh, 

and Paran has been commonly identified with Feiran -in the 
peninsula. But this identification has also been questioned on 
account of the parallelism with Kadesh and other references. 

(2) Some of the places in the itinerary of Exodus have 
apparently been found outside the limits of the peninsula, as 
Elim in Elath-Eloth, and the encampment by the sea in the 
Gulf of'Aitaba. 

(8) Mt. Sinai is suspiciously connected with the land of Midian, 
and it has to be shown that the Sinaitic peninsula could be thus 
described. At the time of the Exodus it was an Egyptian 
province. 

These and other objections have been raised against the 
traditional theory ; their resolution depends upon the final 
discrimination of the documents underlying the Pent, and upon 
the results of further archteological investigations, not only in 
the peninsula of Sinai but to the N. and E. of it 

Literature.— Robinson, BRP*i. 90 ff., 1190.; Stanley, SP 
42 f. ; Palmer, tteaert of the Exodus, passim ; Hull, Mount Seir. 
Sinai, etc., 61 ff. [all these sup]>ort the identification of 8inai 
with Jebel Musa]; Lepsius, Briefe, 345 ff., 416; Ebers, Dtireh 
Goten zum Sinai, 392 ff. (both advocate the claims of Mt. SerbalJ ; 
Sayce, UCM 203 ff. (his view is discussed above). There is a full 
account of the controversy as to the identity of Sinai in Dillm. - 
Ryssel on Ex 191. For the sacred character of Mt. Sinai see 
W. R. Smith, RS* 117 f., and Smend, Altlrst. RtlwionsgesehM, 

Kff- J. Ren del Harris. 

SINCERE.— In 1 P 2 s 'sincere' is used in the 
sense of 'unmixed,' 'pure': 'Desire the sincere 
milk of the word' (rd \oytK6v dSoXop ya\a, Vulg. 
tine dolo, Wye. ' with out gile,' Tind. ' which is 
without corrupcion,' Cran. 'which is with out 
disceate,' Gen. ' syucere,' Rhem. * without guile ' ; 
RV goes back to Wye. and Rhem. ' which is 



without guile'). For 'sincere' in this sense, cf. 
lihem. NT, Preface, p. 16, ' We translate that 
text which is most sincere, and in our opinion, 
and as we have proved, incorrupt' ; and Cranmer, 
Works, i. 134, 'If there be none other offence 
laid against them than this one, it will be much 
more for the conversion of all the fauters hereof, 
after mine opinion, that their consciences may be 
clearly averted from the same by communication 
of sincere doctrine . . . than by the justice of the 
law to suffer in such ignorance. J. Hastings. 

SINGERS, 8INGING.-See artt. Praise in OT, 
and Priests and Levites. 

SINGULAR is properly that which concerns a 
single person or .thing ; so A V, after Tindale, in 
Lv 27' ' When a man shall make a singular vow ' 
(■nj n^rp, RV ' shall accomplish a vow,' ItVin ' make 
a special vow').* So also Knox, Works, iii. 141, 
' Without harnes or weaponis (except my sling, 
staf, and stonis) I durst interpryes singular battel! 
aganis him ' ; Bp. Davenant, Life, 329, ' For my 
part, I am of opinion that there is no sane or 
possible Way for any singular person to attain to 
the comfortable persuasion that hee is Elected unto 
Salvation, but a Posteriori.' Cf. the phrase ' all 
and singular,' as in the Act of Uniformity in K. 
Edward VI. Second Prayer-Book (1552), 'And for 
their authority in this behalf, be it further likewise 
enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that all and 
singular the same Archbishops, Bishops, and all 
other their officers exercising Ecclesiastical juris- 
diction, as well in place exempt, as not exempt, 
within their dioceses, shall have full power and 
authority, by this act, to reform, correct, and 
punish, by censure of the Church, all and singular 
persons which shall offend within any their juris- 
dictions or Dioceses.' 

Then the single person or thing may be regarded 
as special and remarkable, as Wis 14' 8 ' the singu- 
lar diligence of the artificer.' Cf. Ridley, iinfe 
Declaration, 144, ' Origen . . . was compted and 
judged thi singular teacher in his tyme ot Christes 
religion ' ; Mt 5° Tind. ' And yf ye be frendly to 
youre brethren onlye, what singular thynge doo 
ye!' J. Hastings. 

SINIM (D'j'P; n^xreu; de terra awtrali).— The 
'land of Sinim' (Is 49 1 *) must, from the context, 
have been in the extreme south or east of the 
known world. In the south, Sin {Pelusium, Ezk 
30"" ) and Syene (Ezk 29 10 :■»(>») have been suggested 
(the former by Saadya, Bochart, and EwauT; the 
latter by Cheyne [Introd. to /.*. 275, and in SBOT), 
who would read D'jip, with J. D. Michaelis, 
Klostennann, Marti), but these places are perhaps 
too near. The LXX favours the view that a 
country in the east was intended, and modern 
commentators have identified Sinim with China, 
the land of the Sina3. The name Tsin was known 
aa early as the 12th cent. B.C. ; and it was not 
improbably familiar to the Phoenicians. There 
was a trade, at a very early date, between the 
extreme east and southern Arabia and the Persian 
Gulf. This interpretation of the name Sinim as 
referring to China, which was first suggested by 
Gesenius, is strongly opposed by Dillm. (Jesaja, 
ad loc.), Duhm, and Richthofen (China, i. 436 f., 
504). Dillm. e.g. points out that no Israelites 
could have been in China at the time of this 
prophecy, that we should expect o*r* not 'c, and 
the name Tsin (derived from a dynasty of 255 B.C.) 
could not have been yet in use in Babylon. 

C. W. Wilson. 

SINITES (TCP; A 6 'kotuvalos, Luc. 6 A<rewei).— 

* On the vocalization and meaning of the Heb. word see the 
Comm., especially Dillm. -RysseL ad loo. 
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A Canaanite people, Gn 10 ,7 =1 Ch 1". Dillm. 
{Genesis, ad lor.) compares the name of the ruined 
city Sin, mentioned by Jerome (Quatst.), as not far 
from Arka at the foot of Lebanon. Strabo (XVI. 
ii. 18) also names a mountain stronghold Sinna(n) 
(Ztvrir, accus.) on Lebanon, and a Pliten. city 
Sianu is named along with Semar and Arka in an 
Aiwyr. inscription (Del. Parodies, 282; cf. W. M. 
Miiller, As. u. Europ. 289). 

SIN-OFFERING. — See SACRIFICE, p. 337*. 

BION.— 1. (jfclr; LXX Zij(i»>) A name of Hermon, 
Dt 4**. Sion is taken by some to be a textual 
error for SlRION (\"]~), the Zidonian name of the 
same mountain, Dt 3 B . This view is supported by 
the reading of the Syr., which, however, is as 
likely to be a correction of the Hebrew text 
(Driver, ad lor.). Like Senir, Sion may have 
originally been the designation of a particular part 
of Hermon. 2. See Zion. J. A. Sklbik. 

8IPBM0TH (ntoc^ ; B 1*4*1, A ZaefiauAt ; Sepha- 
moth). — One of the places, ' where David and his 
men were wont to haunt,' to which a portion of 
the spoil of the Anialekites was sent after David's 
return to Ziklag (1 S 30*). It is mentioned with 
Aroer, now 'Ararah, to the east of Beer-sheba, 
and Eshtemoa, now es-Semu'a, in the hill-country 
S. of Hebron. The site was unknown to Eusebius 
and Jerome {Onom. s. "LadtauuO, Sqfamoth), and it 
has not yet been recovered. It was probably in 
the Negeb to the S. of Eshtemoa. Riehm (H WB) 
suggests that Zabdi, the Shiphmite (1 Ch 27"), 
was a native of Siphmoth and not of Shepham — 
the change from Sh to jS being easily made, and a 
few MSS reading Shiph- for Siph- in 1 Samuel. 
See Shepham. C. W. Wilson. 

8IPPAI.— See Saph. 

SIRACH (BOOK OF).— 

I. Hintory. 

ii. Importance. 

iii. Name and Place in the Bible. 

iv. Name of the Author. 

v. Editions. 

vi. Greek Text. 

vii. Versions and Quotation*. 

viii. The Syrioc Text. 
Ix. The Hebrew Texts. 

x. Content* and Theology. 
Literature. 

[Abbreviations in this article :— Ed. =Edersheim, Commentary 
on Sirach in Wace, Apocrypha, ii. :C-N=Cowley-Neubauer, 
The original Hebrew of a portion of Eccleriaeticui ; R=Ry8sel, 
Translation of Sirach with Notes in Die Apokryphen iiberietzt, 
. . . ed. by E. Kautesch (1900, i.)ond in SK 1900, 1001 ; 8-T=TA* 
Wiedom of Ben Sira, Portion* of the Book EccUsianticut, ed. by 
Schechter-Taylor (1899) ; «3 the Greek, % the Hebrew, A the 
Latin, Jh the Syrioc Text, B the Syrioc translation of Paul of 
Telia]. r 

L History.— The history of the book, which 'in 
the English Bible retained the Latin name Ecclesi- 
astictts, while it is called in German the book (of) 
Jesus Sirach or, abbreviated, Sirach, falls into two 
periods, the second beginning on 13th May 1896, 
when S. Scheelitcr, Talinudic reader in the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge, wrote in a letter to Mrs. A. 
8. Lewis there, that the fragment of a Hebrew MS 
of hers, which he had taken with him, represented 
* a piece of the original Hebrew of Ecclesiasticus. 
It is the first time that such a thing was discovered' 
(see A. S. Lewis, In the SJuidow of Sinai : A Story 
of Travel and Research from 1895 to 1897 ; Cam- 
bridge, 1898, p. 174). Since that day, 39 out of the 
51 cnapters of which the book consists have been 
recovered totally or in part in Hebrew from 4 
different MSS, and a new period in the history of 
this book has thus been opened. What we knew 
about it before that time or believed we knew, is, 



perhaps, best summed up in the Introduction and 
Commentary of A. Edersheim, in the Speaker's 
Commentary ('Apocrypha,' ed. by Henry Wace 
(London, 1888), ii. 1-239). 

ii. Importance.— In many respects this book is 
the most important of the so-called Apocrypha. 
It is important for the student of history who 
wishes to trace the Jewish religion in its transition 
from the OT to the NT, and it is important on 
account of the influence it exercised and still exer- 
cises on the religious life of generations. Both 
the Jubilee Khythm of St. Bernard of Clairvaux 
(partially translated in Hymns Ancient and 
Modern, 178, 177), and what may lie called the 
German Te Deum, Nun danket alle Gott (ib. 379), 
are taken from this book. How much has been 
lost by those parts of the Church which excluded 
it from their Bibles may be gathered from the use 
made of it in other parts, not only in the Greek 
and Roman, which place it on the same footing 
as the whole Bible, but also in the Lutheran, 
which placed it among the Apocrypha but made a 
very large use of it. 

On the Latin Church compare especially Augustine. When 
he collected from the Bible, towards the end of his life, his so- 
called Speculum, i.e. those passages which he considered useful 
for the guidance of the religious lite, he found in this book more 
for his purpose (plum huic operi neceitaria) than in any other 
book of the OT or NT (no fewer than 86 pages out of 28 5 in the 
edition of Weihrich [CSEL, voL xii. 18s") ; from Proverbs 21 
pages, from Matthew 18). After the excerpts from those books 
'quo* et Judsai canonicos habent,' he goes on to say 'sed non 
sunt omittendi et hi quos quidem ante salvatoris adventum 
constat esse conscriptos, sed eos non receptos a Judreis recipit 
tamen eiusdem salvatoris ecclesia. in his sunt duo qui Solomonis 
appellontur a pluribus propter quondam sieut cxistimo cloquii 
similitudinem. nam Salomonis non esse nihil dubitont quique 
doctiores. nec tamen eius qui Sapientite dicitur quisnam sit 
outor apparet. ilium vero alterum quern vocomiis Ecclesi- 
osticum, quod Jesus quidam scripserit, qui cognorainotur 
Sirach, constat inter cos qui eundem librum totum legerunt.' 

As to the Lutheran Church it may be noted that the protocols 
of the Meistersinger of Niirnberg alone mention about 100 songs 
all beginning 'Jesus Birach' or 'Sirach (the wise man)'— see 
the Indexes published by K. Drescher in vol. 214 (1897) of the 
LUerarUche Verein, In 1676 a preacher published the themes 
and dispositions of 170 sermons on this book,* and the Bible 
Society of Halle (founded by Francke-Canstein) circulated from 
1712-1823 no fewer than 77,105 copies, t 

iii. Name and Place in the Bible.— (a) Place. 
(1) The book had at no time a place among the 24 
(or 22) books of the Hebrew Bible, though it is 
quoted in one passage of the Bab. Talmud (Berakh- 
oth, 48a) with the quotation-formula S'nji ' as it is 
written,' which is used elsewhere only of the 
acknowledged books ; but in the parallel passages 
the name of the book is added. In two other 
passages two rabbinical authorities actually quote 
from our book, while believing themselves to be 
quoting from Scripture (see Strack, ' Kanon des 
AT ' in PEE 3 ix. 753). The book is therefore not 
mentioned in those lists of the canonical books 
which profess to give the Jewish Canon, as 
Melito, Origen, Cyril of Jerusalem, Gregory of 
Nazianzus, Amphllochius, pseudo - Athanasius' 
Synopsis, Canon of Laodicea, capitulus (Zahn, 
Gescnichte des Kanons, vol. ii.). Epiphanius, dr. 
Mens. 4 (Lagarde, Symmicta, ii. 157), says on the 
two books, mentioned above by Augustine, Wis- 
dom and Sirach : airrai xpi)<r«/iot e **" wiftiXi/HH, 
dKS' *is ipidnbv rum prrrlv ovk avacpipovTax'X &i 6 oiril 
iv t$ ipuf (p*n») ivtrtdnaav, tout iorir i» tjj rijt 5ia- 
fH\Ki\l Kifiwrip. 

(2) But Sirach had a sure and prominent place 
among the books of the Bible in the Greek and 

* Sacrarum Himiliarum Thematicarum t SapieiU-a U»>m- 
ftr*, give Kccleeiartico Jem jilii Sirach centum et eeptuainnta 
dirpotitionet, annotationViu* textualibvi illxistraia;, quibut 
prcKjixut, liber Siracidii grcrcv* cum variu lectionibut . . . 
autore . . . W. M. Stissero, Lipsia, 2 pts. (1076X 4to. 

♦ On the use made of the book in the English Church see 
below, p; 6.S) b . 

J Compare with this assertion Luther's definition of the 
Apocrypha, as ' Biichcr, so der Heiligen Schrift nicht gleii 1 
geholten, und doch niiulich und gut zu lesen sind.' 
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still more in the I -at in Churches. In the MSS of 
the Greek Bibles it was most commonly (grouped 
with the other Poetical books (see the lists in 
Swete's Introduct ion, pp. 198-214) ; the order being 
in cod. S: Psalms, Proverbs, Eecl., Cant., Wisd., 
Sirach, Job; inB: Ps., Prov., Eecl., Cant., Job, 
"Wisd., Sirach, Esth. ; in AN: Pa., Job, Prov., 
Ecol., Cant., Wisd., Sirach. 

On the question whether Clement of Alexandria had Wisdom 
and 8irach as an Appendix to the NT, see, on the one side, 
Credner-Volkinar, Geschichtr. des tu-.utett. Canons, p. 387 (on the 
strength of Photiiis, cod. 1(19, • ii •*« rmrit (of his 'ExXty»i] 

irttn, ipfir.ti.it, rvyxittun rr.s Vttiriml, tw 'ESiitv, rin \J,«Aiiv>, 
rtu Hutu llvuXau rait I47rr«>.v» xxi tv» K«0*AiJtvr «xi t*u 

'EcsXnr<«rr<«*lO, and H. Eiekhoff, Das 'XT des Clemens 
(Progr. 8chleswig, KKX), p. 22); on the other side Zahn, 
GesehickU det Kanons, ii. 223. 

The 85th of the Apostolic Canons orders : tl-wOcv 
Sk i/fxiv TpoaiffTopfiaOta iia.v06.vtii' iifiuv rods viovs ri]v 
ZcxpLav tov xo\v/xa6ovs Utip&x. 

The Coptic Church counts 6 books of Wisdom 
(i£&<ro<pos) ; see I. Guidi, ' II cauone biblico della 
chiesa copta' (Revue biblimie, x. 2, 166, 169) = Job 
+ Salomone 5 libri (Prov., Wisd., Eecl., LaSapienza 
di Bagor ben Bagy ( = fip' p nan), Cant.) ; after the 
Prophets follows La Sapienza di Gesii figlio di 
Sirach scriba di Salomane. 

(3) In the Wcstsm Church, too, it became at a 
very early date common to group these 5 books 
(Prov., Eecl., Cant., Wisd., and Sirach) together 
and presently to count them all as Solomonic. 
One passage from Augustine has been already 
quoted [§ I]: in de Duct. Christ, ii. 13 he saj-s of 
Wisdom and Sirach : ' de quadam similitudine 
Salomonis esse dicuntur . . . qui tamen quoniam 
in auctoritatem recipi meruerunt juxta pro- 
pheticos enumerandi sunt.' Innocent I. (Ep. ad 
Exsuperium) counts expressly, after Prophetarum 
libri xvi., ' Salomonis libri v.,' then Psalterium ; 
so also Cassiodorius (de Inst. Div. litt. 14 ; but see 
Zahn, Gesch. d. Kan. ii. 270, 271 n. 5, 272), the 
Council of Carthage, A.D. 397 (can. 47 = 39), the 
stichometrical list from Freisingen published by 
C. H. Turner (JThSt ii. 240), while, in the list of 
the MS of F. Arevalo (I.e.. p. 241), in pseudo- 
Gelasius and in Isidore, ' Salomonis libri i ii. * is 
followed by Wisdom and Sirach (in pseudo-Gelasius 
in the order Sirach, Wisdom).* The same arrange- 
ment is found in mediaeval Bibles and translations — 
for instance in the famous Wenzel Bible at Vienna 
(on which see Kurrelnieyer, Amer. Journ. of Phil. 
xxi. 62, 69) ; and this custom of placing Sirach and 
Wisd. in company with Prov., Eecl., and Cant., 
and of reckoning all five as books of Solomon, 
became so prevalent that as late as the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries several separate editions 
of this group were published, not only in Latin 
but also in English, either with the express head- 
ing ' libri Salomonis ' or without it. 

See in the Catalogue of the British Museum ' Bible' (OT) the 
remark before Hagiographa (col. 323, comp. with 718, 720, where 
Sirach by mistake is called 'the Book of Wisdom'). Latin 
editions containing these 5 books are in the Brit Mus. from 
Antw. 1537 ; Paris, 1537 : Lyons, 1543 : Paris, 1664 ; Antw. 1591 ; 
with Psalms, 1629; Psalterium Davidis et Libri sapientialea 
(without Cant.), Leiden, 1659. Of English editions the two 
oldest are : The Bokes of Salomon, naiiiely, Proverbia, Eeelesi- 
ales, Sapieiitia, and Ecclesiastics or Jew* the Sonne of 
Syrach {The story of Bell, whjch is the xiiij chapter of Daniel 
after the Latin), E. Whytchurch, London (1540?], 8vo (in the 
copy of the Br. Mus. a few MS notes by King Henry vm.; the 
text follows that of the Bible of 1535; a reprint 1545, 16mo) ; The 
botes of Salomon, namely, Proverbia, Eeclesiastes, Cantiea 
Canticorum, Eectesiasticits or Jesus the sontie of Syrach, W. 
Bonharo, London [1542 1), 8vo (text follows Great; Bible of 1639 ; 
another ed. Wyllyam Copland, London, Jan. 1650 [1651), 8vo). 

The order in the present English editions of the 
Apocrypha (1 Es.. 2 Es., Tobit, Judith, the Best 
of Esther, The Wisdom of Solomon, Sirach, etc.) 

• On Mouimaen's list, the Catalogue Claromvntanus, the Liber 
taeramentoruin of Bobbio, see Swete, Introd. p. 212 ft. See also 
the Daiuasine list published by 0. II. Turner, JThSt, i. 667. 



seems to go back in the last instance to the German 
(Zurich) translation of Leo Jud (Zurich, 1529, fol. 
and 8vo ; Strassburg, 1529-30), which separated 
'plie Iiiirher die by den alien onder Biblische 
geschrifft nit gezelt sind, auch by den Ebreern nit 
ge/unaen ' from the rest of the Bible, and arranged 
them 1-2 Es., Tob., Jud., Bar., Wisd., 'das Buch 
Ecclesiasticus das man nennen mag die weisen 
Spriich Jesu des Suns Sirach,' 1-3 Mac, Sua., Bel 
and Dragon. 

The first Greek edition of the Bible, which 
separated 'Arbicpvipot at rap' Epalois [*icj is: rou rwr 
6£iorlo~ruiv apidfiod avyKaOiaravrai, is that of Lonicerus 
(Argentorati, Cephaleus, 1524, 26). Its order is : 
Tob., Jud.: Bar., Ep. Jer.; Song of the Three 
Children, Esdras, 2o<pta 2o\op.wvroi, 2&pla 'InffoS 
vtov Zeipdx- The ground of Luther's (1534) arrange- 
ment (Judith, Wisd. ; Tob., Sirach) becomes clear 
only from his Prefaces, which are now omitted in 
almost all German Bibles : the story was made to 
be followed by the fabula docet. 

In Syriac Lexicographical Notes on the Bible 
the order is: Kings, Ruth, Wisd., Eecl., Cant., 
Sirach, Prophets (see Opuscula Nestoriana, ed. G. 
Hoffmann). 

(b) Name.— Luther says in his Preface: 'This 
book has been called hitherto in Latin Ecrlcsi- 
astir us, which has been rendered the spiritual 
discipline (die geistlichc Zucht). Elsewhere its 
true name is Jesus Sirach, after its master, as it is 
styled in its own Preface and the Greek,* in the same 
way as Moses, Joshua, Isaiah, and all the books 
of the Prophets are styled after their masters.' 
In our documents it is styled (1) "Zodna Zetpax in 
codex B (inscr.) ; (2) X&pta lijaov vtov Sctpax (or 
2i-) in codd. ACS, and in the subscription of B. 
Ch. 50 has the inscription Upoo-tvxn Inaov mow 
£ei/>ax, and occurs separately under this heading, 
e.g. in cod. Bodl. misc. gr. 205 (xiv cent.); (3) ZoaMa 
H xavapero* Inaov vtov Zapax stands in the edition 
of Camerarius, 1551, liefore the so-called Prologue 
incerti auctoris. The expression Tavdperos is applied 
to Proverbs (Eus. HE iv. 22), to Wisd. (Athan., 
Synops., Epiph., subscr. in codex Syro-hexaplaris 
Amhrosianus), to Sirach (Eus. DE viii. 2, Jerome). 

Clement of Alexandria quotes : d%i\alv ij tov 'lijcov 
2o<pLa, i) ypaarfi (Str. ii. 180), i) Zwpia, xapa, rt$ 
~o\ofxu>vTt (ii. 160), xapa Eo\ofiu>vro%, llaiSayoryit. 
Origen (ii. 77) : rod rb avyypa/i/M rriv Zocplav i/fur 
KaraKiirltvrot 'lijaov vlov Eip&x ; (iii. 48) a^nfflv yap 4) 
-o>pLa, (139) \tyovo-iji riji ypadtys. 

In the official editions of the Latin Bible the 
book has the heading Ecciesiasticus ; then follows, 
' In Ecclesia8ticura Jesu filii Sirach Prologus.' 
Ch 50 has the heading ' Oratio Jesu filii Sirach.' 
In the codex Amiatinus the inscription and sub- 
scription is Liber Eerlesinsticum Salomonis ; the 
subscription standing after 3 Regn. S 2 *" 31 , which 
follows in this MS immediately after ch. 51. The 
same arrangement is found in medheval Bibles, as 
the Wenzel Bible, the firstGerman Bible (Eggeatein, 
Strassburg, c. 1461). 

Very strange is the heading 'E<rit\ij<ria<mKoj (be- 
cause hitherto found only in Latin and the pas- 
sage of Photius quoted above) t in cod. 248 before 

* Of printed Greek texts Luther knew probably only the edition 
of Lonicerus just mentioned, 1526 ; the other texts printed at 
that time were in the Polyglot Bible of Ximenee, 1614, and in 
the Greek Bible of Aldus, 1518 ; Melanchthon's edition of the 
Greek Bible appeared a few months before Luther's death, 1546. 
Fit Delitzsch (Studien zur Entstehungsfteschichte der Poly- 
glottenlribel des Cardinals Ximenes, Leipzig, 1871, p. 6) states 
that Luther nowhere mentions the Bible of Ximenes, bat that 
Melanchthon refers to it while Luther was living, and that the 
library of Wittenberg possessed the copy dedicated to the 
Elector ; two years after the death of Luther it passed into the 
library of Jena. 

t Besides the statement of Zahn, Gesch. d. Kan. ii. 238, ct 
Oikonomos, *v w tpptmuvrmt, ii. 679. On the adject!™ 
ix*x*r,cLrr,xi< see Clement, Str. vi 125 (ed. Dind. iii. 217% 
«"«> i*x>.*rutrr,*if, Origen, ii. 97. 1, UL 44. 1 ; Bulimia (Expo*. 
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the text of the book and the Prologus incerti 
auctoris, the latter being inscribed So^ia 'Irpov viov 
Ztip&X- 

The common Latin designation since Cyprian is 
Ecelesiasticus, and means, most probably, the 
Church-book kot' i^o\1iv, from its frequent use in 
the Church, especially for the instruction of cate- 
chumens. 

Ecdtsiotticut is used in Cyprian once of Ecclesi antes (Tsst. 
3, 88. 61). once ot Wind. (3, 112 cod. A), of our book (3, 1. «5. 110. 
Ill) ; it is ascribed to Solomon in 3, 6. 12. 20. 6a 113, Op. 6, Sent. 
27, Ep. 3, 2 ; it is both a-x-ribed to Solomon and called Ecelesi- 
asticus in 2, 1. 3. 36. 61. 00. 97. 10D (see Rdnach, 'die Alttest. 
Citate bei Cyprian' in Zeitnelirift fur hittor. Theol. 1875, D5> 
Ambrose writes : * In Ecclesiastico Syroch, in libro Sapientia! 
8yrach 1 ; Lactantiu8(#/<. 25), ' In Ecclesiastico per Sal onion cm ' ; 
it is referred to '8olomon also by Vigilius of Thapsus, Anicetus 
of Bunich ; Hilary (' qui nobiscum Salomonis inscribitur, apud 
Onecos atqiie llcfrraot (!) Sapientia Sirach habetur'). Jerome 
■ays, ' In Sapient a qum Sirach inscribitur.' 

The (wrongly) abbreviated inscription of codex B 
and the editio Sixtina have become prevalent in 
modern books, even in those of Roman Catholic 
authors. 

(r) Nam", of the original work. — Jerome (in the 
Preface to the books of Solomon) writes : ' Fertur 
et vavdperos Jesu lilii Sirach liber, et alius \f>tv6- 
erlypatpot qui Sapientia Salomonis inscribitur ; quo- 
rum priorem Hcbravum repzri, nec Ecclesiasticum, 
nt apud Latinos sed Parabolas prsenotatum ; cui 
juncti erant Ecclesiastes et Canticum Canticorum, 
ut similitudinem Salomonis non solum librorum 
numero, sed etiam materiarum genere ada'quaret,* 
seeundns apud Hebneos nus(|uatn est.' This raises 
the question, What was the original title of the 
work? The Syriac version, which is based (see 
§ viii.) on the Hchrew, is in Lagarde's edition 
(from cod. 12,142 of the Brit. Mua., vi cent.) in- 
scribed hto i3T Krcan ' Wisdom, of Bar Sira ' ; in 
Walton's Polyglot, koto in mpnoi ktdk pynn nana 
ktdk nan .mean ' Book of Simeon Asira, which book 
is called the Wisdom of Par Asira.' At the end 
we read (a) Hitherto the words of Jesu bar Sint"on, 
who is called Bar Asira t and (6) * Endeth to write 
the Wisdom of Bar Sira.' Walton has (sec Lagarde, 
p. ix) ' Endeth the Wisdom of Bar Asira. In 20 
chapters and to (Jod glory in eternit y.' The MSS 
of Pococke and L'ssher add after (a) instead of (b) 
' Endeth the book of the Wisdom of .Jesus the son 
of Simeon who is called Bar Asira (cod. Ussher 2, 
SiraJc), in which are 2500 words.' 

In the Hebrew text we read at the end, ' Hitherto 
the words of Simeon hen Joshua who is called ben 
Sira. The Wisdom (rcan) of Simeon ben Jeshua 
ben Eleazar ben Sira. The name of Jahweh be 
blessed from now nnd till eternity.' 

From these Greek, Syriac, and Hebrew state- 
ments it would appear that the title of the book 
was ' Wisdom,' Zoip'.a, in Heb. TC;n (or i^c) ; but 
how is this to be reconciled witli the statement of 
Jerome that the title was in Hehrew Parabola; 
[i.e. '!?;!?)? Is this a confusion with Proverbs, a 
solution recommended by the fact that in the 
Hehrew seen by Jerome Eccl. and Cant, followed ; 
or was the copy seen by .lerome not a copy of the 
original, hut a retranslation from the Creek, as 
already Scaliger suggested ? And then, Jewish 
quotations from Sirach, where they mention not 
only the name of the author as *ts ;a tsx, or in 

in Si/mb.), after the canonical books of the OT, among which 
he mentioned ' Salomonis vero tres ' : ' Sciendum tauten est, 
quod et alii libri sunt, qui non canonici sed eeelndail ici a 
maioribus appellati sunt, ut est Sapientia Salomonis et alia 
Sapientia quni dicitur fllii Syroch, qui liber apud latinos hoc 
ipso generali vocabulo KcrUniwiliciiH appellatur, quo vocabulo 
non auctor libri, sed Scriptural qualitos cngnominata est.' 

* How are these words to be unders:<>od ? Just as there are 
three liooks of Solomon ( Prov. , Eccl. , Cant. ), so there were e vt ra- 
canonical books equal in number and contents (Sirach + Eel. -t- 
Cant ?). 

t Thus also Opuscula Nettoriana, p. 107, and after a remark, 
' endeth Bar Sira.' 



Aramaic kto n, or irra ja nsa, have twice "C* 
' the Parabolist said,' or wvo ja -ok icVno ' a. proverb 
said hen Sira' (seeC-N, p. xxiv n. v. liv and p. xx 
n. x. ). The same word KVrc ' proverbs ' occurs in the 
Syriac VS at 50* 7 ; the He it. text has there *7ac to-d, 
and the book is quoted as "EiD iso by Saadia (C-N, 
p. ix n. 4). The question of the original title is, 
after all, a puzzle, and new puzzles as to the 
author's name arise from the newly discovered 
texts. 

iv. The Name of the Author.— (a) Hitherto 
it has been generally held that the author's name 
was Jesus the son ot Sira (Jesus filius Sirach, Jesus 
Siracida). Especially subsequent to the Reforma- 
tion this name became current instead of the 
Latin book - name Ecelesiasticus. Compare the 
title of the first separate edition of the book in 
Greek by Joachim Caraerarius (Basilea*, 1551), 
' Sententia? Jesu Siracida? Gnece.' * But now new 
difficulties arise. In the Greek text the author 
himself (50- 7 ) gives his name as 'Irjtrovt vlos 2eipax 
'EXtafap 6 'ltpoco\vptirr)t ; t instead of the last won! 
the first hand of codex S had Uptin d ZoXvpulrrjs ; 
the name 'EXeafap is omitted by cod. 248 and the 
Complutensian and Sixtine editions ; 'EXeafapov is 
written in cod. 68 and the Aldine Bible, 'EXeifapos 
in V 253. The Syriac Hexapla has 'Jesus son of 
Sirach of Eliezer' (TjrVm); the Pesh. omits the 
passage altogether ; in the Latin Vulgate it runs, 
'Jesus filius Sirach Jerosolymita' ; and now in the 
Hebrew in the twice-repeated colophon, p pvrwV 
hto fa nyVit ja yic* 'by Shimeon son of Jesus son 
of Eleazar son of Sira.' And so the author is 
called also by Saadia (see S-T, p. 65). Many recent 
writers think the Hebrew ]>edigree Simeon — Jesus 
—Eleazar— Sira a mere clerical error for the 
sequence Jesus— Simeon— Eleazar — Sira. But it 
must be pointed out that the name Simeon is 
firmly attached to the author of this book in the 
Syriac Church. There he was identified with the 
L'l'/uewf 6 0(oS'j\ot of the NT, the author of Nunc 
dimittis. On this identification see especially 
Georg, bishop of the Arabs {Bri-fc nnd Geilichte, 
ed. Ryssel, p. 59 f., 80 f., 15!) f.), who opposes the 
identification for chronological reasons, the author 
of the book having lived, according to Georg, 244 
years before Christ, in the 65th year of the Greek 
era, under Euergetes. Cf. further, Gregory Bar- 
hebneus (Scholirn, ed. Kaatz), who identifies him 
at the same time with Simeon (II.) son of Onias; 
Opuscula Ncstoriana (ed. G. Hoffmann, p. 107, J 
139 §) ; History of ihc Blessed Virgin Mary, ed. 
Budge (p. 36), where cod. B for 'Simeon the 
old ' has ' Simeon Asira '—he becomes priest after 

* There is a good story told by Melanchthon, which, whether 
it refers to this edition or not, ought not to be suppressed : 
'Quidam sacrificulus cum in bibliopolio vidisset Syracidcm 
editum dixit : quam mali homines sunt Lutheran) ; etiam 
Christo nomen aliud afflngunt : an tea vocabatur Christua Jesus, 
nunc ill i vocant euin Jesus Syrach' (see GGX, 1«>4, W0). 

f AV 'Jesus the son of Birach of Jerusalem'; KV 'Jesus the 
son of Sira 'h Eleazar of Jerusalem.' Note the Grecized form of 
the name (instead of 'IvmemXi,/*). 

J 'That he was called bar Sira ; they relate that he called his 
father KTOK, because he is the Simeon whose tongue was 
bound (K"j'v (0 by the Holy Ghost, till he should see the Christ, 
and when he had seen Him, he spoke, Let me now part in peace 
to my fathers.' 

5 The Septuagint is said here to have been made 'six years 
after the return of the children of Israel from Babel, which 
was the 17th year of the death of Alexander the Greek, anil 
1400 years after the Law was given to Moses. Simeon the 
old (KID), the father of Jesus bar Sira, the Wise, was one of the 
seventy-two old men just mentioned ; awl he was the Simeon 
bar Neihaniah bar Chotija ( - Sir 50'), and Simeon was brother of 
the priest Eleazar ; and it was he who carried our Lord in hi; 
arms, and his life was stretched over 216 years, and he called 
himself with a contcmptiblu name (KTC3 NCP3;, like Abraham, 
who called himself dust and ashes, and David, who said, I am a 
worm and no man, KTO, i.e. dust from the white-washing, 
which is beaten off the walls. Instead of Sira the Greek says 
Asira (KTWy 



Digitized by 



Google 



542 SIRACH (BOOK OF) 



SIRACH (BOOK OF) 



* 




9 


Simeon. 


Jesus. 


Jesus. 


Jesus. 


Sirach. 


Simeon. 


1 

Eleazar. 


1 

[Eleazar]. 


1 

Sirs. 


1 

Sira, 







Zechariah the father of John the Baptist, Protev. 
Jacobi, ch. 24; The Book of the Bee (p. 71): 
' Simeon the son of Sira died in peace in his own 
town.' In one Greek recension of the Lives of the 
Prophets, ^vfiewv 6 Itptin found a place towards the 
end between Zechariah the son of Barachiah and 
Nathan (see Nestle, Marg. und Mat. p. 33). That 
Simeon 0toS6xos was one of the Seventy, is stated, 
among Greek writers, by Euthymius Zigabenus, 
Kedrenus, Nicephorus Kallisti. 
The pedigrees we thus obtain are — 



Jesus Bar-Sirs. 

I 

Simeon. 



It has been suggested by Blau that ' the two 
traditions, that of the Greek and that of the 
Syriac, are mutually complementary.' Thus we 
should have in J) a combination of both, what 
textual critics call a conflation. The decision 
depends on the general question of the value of 
see § ix. As to whether Simeon or Eleazar can 
be identified with one of the known bearers of 
these names, see below. 

(b) The name Sirach. — The latest contribution 
to Hebrew lexicography, M. Jostrow's Dictionary 
of the Targumim, etc., contains the following 
words which come into consideration for the 
explanation of this name: (1) to 'pot'; (2) rtd 
= Heb. n-)j> 'coat of mail'; (3) KYB 'thorn'; 
(4) xYo=the present proper name ; (5) fryp, Kyp f . 
(a) '[degenerate growth],' 'thorn,' 'thornbush,' 
(6) 'refuse,' 'foul matter'; (6) Jrrp, Krypf. 'sur- 
rounded place,' ' court,' ' prison.' From T/ies. Syr. 
we may add (7) i'o— avp, ' Sir' ; (8) m*3=<r«/>4 ; and 
(9) the explanation of the name given by the 
Syriac lexicographers=K"vp 'thin dust from the 
walls.' If there was not the constant tradition 
that the initial letter was o, the Greek 2 might 
correspond also to other letters, as i, or x, or v, 
and the name might be connected with ::yy?, irj'E*, 
'small,' 'little,' 'lesser,' tjj or srrjj being, in fact, 
the name of several Jewish Amoraim. 

The x ft t the end of the Greek form may corre- 
spond to J (cf. 2«/x>i<x, 4>aXfx), n (KoXax, Ma<r;3ax), to 
?, (many names in -fj.(\tx), to y (BaXax), to p {'AnaXijx, 
Bapax), to still other letters, as t (Kerexi Mo«x) or 
n ( tiaiOavax, A«i>ax) ; but it is most prol»ably a mere 
representation of the nutter lertionis m ; cf. 'A*tX- 
St/iax, 'Iwotjx Lk 3* = 'C 1 ', the spelling "AXXax = 
Allah [Schlatter takes it for v = vijt). A. Meyer 
[Muttersprachi Jem, p. 39) takes the word \<o mean 
coat of mail or iris oculi ; liyssel (p. 234), ' more 
probably thorn or thorn-hedge than mail-coat,' 
referring to Levy, NHWB iii. 519, 520. Kysscl 
takes bar-Sira as name of the family ; we should 
thus have only three generations : Jesus, Simeon, 
Eliezer — not four as in JD.* In view of the Pro- 
logue, * 6 vdxroi ftov 'irjtrovi,' it seems certain that 
the author was Jesus (the son of Simeon), and not 
Simeon the son of Jesus. Whether the translator, 
too, bore the name of his grandfather, as is stated 
by the Prologus incerti anctoris, is not certain. 
This second Prologue, which was first printed from 
cod. 248 in the Complutensian Polyglot, and was 
first shown by Hoeschel (1004) to be part of the 
so-called pseudo-Athanasian Synopsis, begins— 

IrirtU >Ztk Jjpicx f*b 'J'V, lyV'M H 'I«t*»5 Ijuswftww mirS 
, . . • tZV rmv9H kLvv . . . p>.t*»it rt ytyttu i*r.p\t 'Egemiw 
. . . ixii tut t*,» fSfiXn ruCrr,^ i vtirt 'Ir.rtvs rx 1 ^'* n rv»uAi>- 
ftim KJtrtA/Ti. if itipivmt «zir», TLifk'x '^ T,< A t,T " *^r«> wmkif 



•This is possible; cf. Josephus, Vila, 1: t wp***rr*< yiZt 
iifttit i VtXkec iriMaXtuuifS . . . y.tttrm ii r£ WilAu iJntni 
:tcu»u Inix- nvttn itrfh Marmot i 'Hfajw (v.l. 'HfAitv) x,y4- 
fMKM. 



rS «.'«.'« wmti Mrl'Ajeo 'Ir.rtZ ' U til mirrnt Xaftffii—t tU h 
tfww impuitm r^nnyLLtL rutt,y*y\ 2»?/«> iri »• mini mi' rm 
T»u wmr fit iXXk /Ar,t Mmi rS w*tt*v * iti/XMVi (*)<aXiss*(. 

Thus we have the pedigree : Jesus [n, the trans- 
lator]— Sirach [II]— Jesus [I, the author]— S*irach 
[I, Eleazar]. 

Another enlargement has taken place in the 
translator's Preface, as it seems, in Latin MSS, 
though it is known to the present writer only from 
the pre-Lutheran German Bible. There it is 
stated that the * anherre ' {amis, rdmros) was a son 
of Josedek (see ch. 49"), and one of the Seventy, 
and that the grandson Jesus the son of Sirach 
pursued higher studies. Finally, Euergetes is 
stated in the same connexion to have reigned after 
Philadelphus, his brother, under whom the Bible 
had been translated from Hebrew into Greek (see 
Nestle, 'Zum Prolog des Ecclesiasticus' in ZA T If*, 
1897, p. 123 f . ). Already Isidore of Seville identifies 
Jesus the son of Sirach with Jeshua the son of 
Jozedek. This is of course impossible. For the 
translator states : eV yip rip 6yd^j /cai rptajcoary Iru 
ixl rod Evtpyirov /3a<riX^wi rapaytrriOfls e/i Arywrror 
real ffvyxpoyitras t&por ov /uKpat xaiStlat ifofUHO*. 
This date is not to be understood of the 38th year 
of the life of the translator (Camerarius) nor of 
any unknown era, but of the reign of Euergetes (see 
especially Deissinann, Bibelstudien, i. 255 [Eng. 
tr. 339 If.]; R 235; Ed. 4 ft As only Euergetes 
II. reigned more than 38 years (from B.c. 170 with 
his brother, from 145 alone, reckoning his years 
from 170),t it is the year B.c. 132 ; and as ho states 
that he stayed some time in Egypt {ffuyxpoflvat) 
before he undertook his task, we may place the 
translation about 130, and the original some forty 
or fifty years earlier (B.C. 190-170). Then wo must 
understand the high priest Simon, who is so highly 
praised in Sir 50"*-, from personal knowledge as it 
seems, to be Simon II. Others, taking x&txos in 
the sense of ' ancestor,' prefer to place the author 
more than a hundred years earlier, under Simon I. 
In the former case it would be possible to identify 
our author 'Ii^roCi with the high priest 'l&au* (175- 
172) ; but beyond the identity of the time and 
name nothing leads to this identification. That 
the author of our book was high priest is stated by 
Syncellus (Chron., ed. Dindorf, i. 525) ; the reading 
lepeos 6 ZoXvf/fl-njt by the first hand of S cannot be 
more than a clerical error. J 

v. Editions.— (a) The first editions of the Greek 
text are in the Complutensian Polyglot (c) 1514, 
from cod. 248 § (see below, p. 544"), in the Aldine 
Bible (a) 1518, which has been taken for this book 

• The word nrw used here and in the Preface may hare the 
more general meaning ' ancestor, - but in this connexion it will 
be 'grandfather. 1 In tiie Concordance of Hatch- Red path it is 
quoted from Symmachus on Zee I 1 , where it seems to belong to 

'Ali*. 

t On the reign of Euergetes we are well informed through the 
inscriptions of the temple of Edfu (see Diimichen, Di» erttt 
Iris jettt aufgtfundene nehere Angabe uber die Regienmgt- 
zeit cine* Anyptiarhen Konig* aut dem altm Reichf, Leipzig, 
1874, p. 20 ff . ; and Zlnehr. /. ag. Sprachf, 1870). There the 
years 28, 80, 46, 48, 54 (as the last of this king) are mentioned ; 
the first Toth of his 28th year fell on the 28th Sept. B.C. 143, the 
first Payni (rise of Sirius) on the 20th-19th July 142. 

J Here it may be mentioned that in a late compilation (see 
C-N, pp. xiv f., xxut) Ben-Sira is mode the son or grandson of 
Jeremiah, and has a son Usiel and a grandson Joseph. See 
Prooerbia Ben-Sira Autori* antujuisnmi, qui eredilur fuine 
itrpo* leremitr propheta. Opera J. Dnisii, Franeker, 1607. In 
the Preface Dnisius thinks it a probable inference, ' interpretem 
Orsocum Ecclcsiastici Josephum fuitwe Vzielis fllium.' Cf. on 
this literature the edition of Steinschneider, Alyhabetum Siraei- 
din utrumque, Berolini, 1858 ; and Sehiirer, GjV* ii. 16L 

In other legends he has been brought into connexion with 
Solomon as his uxzir or secretory ; see above, p. 64 0» : a legend 
about Aphkia (the wife of Sirach) and Solomon has been pub- 
lished in Arabic by Mrs. M. 1>. Oibson in number viii of the 
Stvdia Sittaitica, London, 1901. 

I Sirach was committed with the rest of the ' libri 8apien- 
tiales ' to the care of Johan de Vergara, who, at the end of his 
life, had no greater wish than to illustrate Sirach by nou* 
(Alvarus Gomez, dt rebtu getlit a /■Vane. Xinunio, lib. t> 
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without any doubt from cod. 68 ; and cod. 68 itself 
is, to all appearance, for this book a copy of cod. 
II, so that a represented the text of cod. B in many 
passages more faithfully than the Sixtine of 1587.* 
A reprint of a is the edition of Lonicerus t (Argent. 
1320); but the. editor introduced many changes: 
for instance, in 3', where a has iuov rod xarpb*, 
I/onicerus put (from the Latin) xplna rod varpLt. 
That Lonicerus changed his text has been over- 
looked by subsequent editors and commentators, 
hence in later books a number .of misstatementi 
as to the text of a ; X Lonicerus in turn was followed 
by Melam-hthon (liasle, 1545), Melanchthon by the 
edition of Wechel (1597, see art. Septuagint, p. 
440*).§ The editors of the Sixtine (A) made use 
not only of B, but of c a Lonicerus, Melanchthon, 
and the codd. V 106, 155, 253 1| (see on 6, above, p. 
440*) ; on Grabe's edition, see p. 440 b . 

(6) Separate editions of the Apocrypha are men- 
tioned, p. 441 b . The edition of Fritzsche (1871) is 
the best, but for our particular book quite un- 
satisfactory (see Nestle, Marg. 1892, pp. 48-58). 

(c) Of separate editions of Sirach alone the 
oldest is : isententias Jesu Siracidte, Grace" summa 
diligentia et studio singulari edita, cum neces- 
sartis Annotationibus, Joachimo Camerario, Pabe- 
pergen., autore, Basilete, 1551, 8vo.U 

I It has both Prologues, is the first which numbers the verses, 
I and has useful notes, especially parallels from the classics, but 
also various readings. In the Prologue, Cameron us writes 
ifiiw for the doubtful iei/tm (v. I. i?«,u«<» and ifmi.t), which 
reading has been mentioned in the notes of b and other editions 
and received into the text by Orabe. 

Then comes To<p<a Zetpax, five Ecclesiasticus 
Grace ad exemplar Romanum, et Latine ex inter- 
pretations J. Drusii, cum castigationibus sive 
notis eiusdem, Ad Reverendissimum in Christo 
patrem D. Johannem Whitgiftum archiepiscopum 
Can tuarien.se m, etc., Franekerue, 1596, 4to ; with a 
double appendix, * Proverbia-Bensirre ' and * Ad- 
agiorum hbraicorum Decurise aliquot nunquam 
antehac editte.' 

Besides the previous printed editions— among them ' Biblia It. 
Stephani qua culffo VatablualtribuuiUur,' apparently the edition 
(Geneva, 1st March) 1667-58 — Drusius made use from ch. 20 on- 
ward of a collation sent to him through Jan niter from Heidel- 
berg. 'Hums enim hortetu Jacobus Kimedontius iunior . . . 
codicem Palatini bibliothecs vetustissimum membranaceum 
cum editione Camerarii anno 1578 [tie ; in his notss he writes 
1670) Lipsie cusa riiligentissime contulerat.' This is apparently 
the codex 290 of HP. 

A most conscientious edition is that of Hoeschel : 
Sapientia Sirachi sine Ecclesiasticus, Collatis lecti- 
onibus variant ibus membranarum August anarum 
vctustissimarum et xiv praterea exemplarium. 
Addita versions Latina vulgata, ex editione Ro- 
mana, cum notis Davidis Hoeschelii Augustani. 
In quibus multa SS. Patrum loca illustrantur, 
Angus to, 1604. 

His codex Aagustanus (' H ' in the edition of Fritzsche, p. 
xxii) is apparently codex 70 of HP, now at Munich 661, and 
deserves the mora a fresh collation, as HP gave it only tor the 



• More than thirty readings quoted by Holmes-Parsons as 
singular from a turn out to be in reality readings of B. How 
did 68 really read in these passages 7 it seems very badly col- 
lated, for Holmes-Parsons. 

t See above, pp. 440», 640*. 

j Comp Bretschneider on S> 'Aldina, Melanth. et Bas. minor: 
ufium 7*v rmrfit quod et eodd. quidam Hoeschelii.' The first and 
last statements are quite incorrect. 

| D. Hoeschel quotes amongst the editions used by him fre- 
quently ' Biblia Porisiis impressa a R. Stcphano, A 1555. ' From 
his quotations it would appear that it is in Greek and Latin with 
notes. Is there such an edition T 

1 This follows from a comparison of the scholia and the Notes 
of Nobilius in the edition of 1588 ; comp. on 3* ' in aliquibus 
libris est %firn r«v wtfii ' [ = cod. 253], ' in aliquibus alils »f>itM ' 
(= Lonicerus]. Nobilius quotes at least a dozen readings from 
a and MS8 which are not found in HP. 

•J Kolde (art. 'Camerarius' in PRE* ill. 689) mentions only 
the second edition (Lipsin, 1508) ; the samo year is given by 
Hoeschel (1604); but Drusius (1696) and the Catalogue of the 
British Museum give 1670, 2 vols. 



first chapter, and as the codex is closely related bo 263 and the 
By rise Hexapla. 

The source and present place of another MS used by Hoeschel 
(' Fragmentura MS varia lectionis aliquot capitum e scidis Fr. 
Sylburgii ') are unknown to the present writer. 

From Hoeschel till Fritzsche not much was done 
for the textual criticism of a book which needed U 
greatly. We have — Sentential Jesu Siracida, Graf- 
aim textum ad fidem codicum et versionum, emen- 
davit et illustravit, Linde (Gedani, 1795) ; and 
Liber Jesu Siracidat Greece, Ad jidtm codicum et 
versionum emendatus et perpetua annotalione illus- 
tratvs, a C. G. Bretschneider (KatLabome, 1804), 
xvi. 758 pp. 

Br. is not accurate enough, but he has the merit of having 
called attention to a witness in textual criticism, the yiorileoium 
of Antonius and Maximus, neglected by most workers in this 
field. 

Hart's edition must find its place among the 
MSS (see below). 

vi. The Greek Text.— The problem of textual 
criticism in this book is of exceptional interest. 
Luther declares in the Preface to his translation 
(what pains it had taken him to translate this book 
may be judged from a comparison with all other 
copies, Greek, Latin, or German, old or new): 
' 1 here have come so many " Kluglinge " over this 
book, that it would be no wonder if it were totally 
disfigured, not to be understood, without any use. 
Like a torn, trampled, and scattered letter, we 
have gathered it, wiped off the dust, and brought 
it as far as can be seen.' Some idea of this may 
be gathered by the English reader from a glance at 
the margins of RV. There are about eighty mar- 
ginal notes ; fifty times it is stated that a verse or 
part of a verse or even a series of verses is omitted 
by many or by the best or the oldest authorities 
(ef. 1*- * «) ; once only (17'°) ' this line is added by 
the best authorities 1 ; at other places we reaa, 
'The Greek text here is probably corrupt,' 'the 
Greek text is here very confused.' The numbering 
of verses and even of the chapters does not agree. 
The latter is caused by the misplacement of some 
leaves (Kyssel says ' two'; and it may have been 
two, which must have been the inner leaves of 
a layer, and somewhat more closely written than 
A and still more than HS * ) in the copy from 
which all the Greek MSS hitherto known have 
been derived. This fact, first pointed out by O. F. 
Fritzsche {Ausleg. 169, 170), who was led to his 
discovery by a similar observation of H. Sauppe 
on a Heidelberg MS of Lysiast, would not have 
been recognized with such certainty but for the 
Latin and Syriac texts, which have the different 
order. X Already Nobilius declared the Latin 
order to be the better, calling attention especially 
to the reading KaraKXripofdurjaof ' in non nullis 
(libris),' ' quod optime convenit, si conjungatur cum 
illis qute in vulg. c. 36' (a reading received into 
the text by Grabe, but not to be found elsewhere 
in HP, quoted by Hoeschel from his codex 
August-anus ; Camerarius put KaraKXijpofjfiiicrai). 
Where did the Roman editors get it from? and 
which is the ' anus vetustus codex,' which accord- 
ing to their repeated statement has, like the Com- 
plutensian, the Latin order ! It is not the cod. 248, 

• Toy (Eneye. BibL vol. li. col. 1173) speaks of the displace- 
ment of roll$ of the MS, or possibly of the Hebrew MS from 
which the Gr. translation was mode. 

t This accident occurs very often in ancient MSS. In the 
British Mus. there is a German Bible which has Mt 1 1 -5-* after 
Deuteronomy ; at Gotha there is another with the same mis- 
placement. On a misplacement in cod. S see 8wete, I tit rod. 
p. 131 ; in a MS of ecclesiastical canons see Turner, JThSt U. 
269 ; in the Church History of Zacharias of Mitylene see the 
edition of Brook-Hamilton ; In the Homilies of Ori^en on Jer. see 
E. Klostermann (Or. ill. p. xiii). For other examples (Plautus, 
Moeteilaria, etc.) see Ed. p. 154. 

J The strange confusion Melanchthon produced in his edition, 
by placing the verse mmi Kmrmkr.tniunrm in the middle of ch. 33 
and Arausr^i »*»*.« in the middle of ch. 36, has been partially 
amended in the edition of 1597. 
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in spite of the definite statement of Edersheim 
and others* (see Nestle, MarginalUn, 1892, p. 58 ; 
J. K. Zenner, ' EcclesiasticnR nach Cod. Vat. 346' 
in Z.f. Kfith. Tlieol. 1895; Kyssel, p. xxviii; and 
now the edition of Hart).t 

Parsons used for this book fourteen MSS ; the two 
nncials iii. and 23, i.e. A V, but cod. 70 (Hoeschel's 
Augustanus) only for the Prologue and eh. 1. In 
the Addenda is to be found for the Prologue the 
collation of a fifteenth MS (234). Fritzsehe ex- 
cerpted the apparatus of Parsons, but in an in- 
sufficient way, and added the collation of C, S, and 
Hoeschel's Augustanus from his edition of 1604. J 

In Swete's OT in Greek we have a faithful repre- 
sentation of the readings of BACS ( = S); but it 
is now generally acknowledged that the text of 
these uncials is a very bad one in Sirach.§ It is 
therefore a great boon that the Syndics of the 
Cambridge University Press are to publish shortly 
an edition of the codex Vaticanus 346 ( = HP 
248, the basis of c) by J. H. A. Hart, who, with 
the assent of the Syndics, had the kindness to 
communicate to the present writer, for the benefit 
of this article, the proofs before publication. II 

Of MSS not yet laid under contribution there are known to 
the present writer :— (1) A palimpsest of the 6th or 7th cent 
at St. Petersburg, written in three columns (see Urtext, p. 74 ; 
Swete, Introd. p. 147 n. 12). (2) Two palimpsest leaves belonging 
to cod. 2 in the Patriarchal Library at Jerusalem, ascribed to 
the 6th cent, containing ProL and l®-3", published by 
J. R. Horrid, Biblical Fragment* from Mount Sinai, No. 5. 

(3) The wftrmxn (ch. 51) is to be found in Cod. Bodl Misc. 206 
(xiv rac.) : see Coxe, Cataloyus, i. 762. This chapter is missing 
in the M8S 296 and :iUS* of HP and (at present) in the codex 
Syro-Hexaploris Ambrosianus ; but there only through the de- 
plorable loss oi a leaf. 

Of minuscles, two Vienna MSS, Cod. Theol. Or. xi and cxlvii., 
both of which were brought by Busbecq from Constantinople, 
have been partially collated by Edw. Hatch and quoted as 
Vienna 1 and 2 in his Essay on the text of Ecclesiasticus (tayi 
in Biblical Greek, p. 247 ff.X On the confusion about the 308 (or 
308*)in HPsee Hatch, Lc 248 ; and Swete, Introd. p. 150, No. 149. 

Now comes the strange fact that our Greek 
MSS— which, as stated, go back, without any ex- 
ception, to one and the same copy, in which the dis- 
location had taken place — show the greatest diverg- 
ences. For instance, after I* two lines are inserted 
by six MSS of HP (23, 55, 70, 106, 248, 253) ; after 
v. 8 again two lines by five MSS (the above without 
248) ; after v. 10 and v. 13 two lines, but only by two 
MSS (70, 253) ; after v." one line by two MSS 
(here, however, not 70 and 253, but 70 and 248) ; 
after v.* two lines by four MSS (70, 106, 248, 253) ; 
in v. 10 two words, ebr' airrrjs, by one MS (70). How 
is this possible if all go back to the same original ? 
And the variation is increased by the second and 
third class of our witnesses, the ancient Versions 
and Patristic Quotations. 

yii. Veksions and Quotations.— (a) In the 

• e.g. C. H. Toy (art. ' Ecclesiasticus ' in Encye. DM. vol. ii. 
col. 1173). 

t At present the Latin order is found in the edition of 
Camerarius ; can this be meant 1 

I Bretsehneider, p. 694 : ' Cum Compl. textu maxima ex parte 
consentit codex Augustanus, cuius lectiones Hoeschelius in 
eritiei* sacris t. v. nobis dedit, quod modo accuratius ac clarius 
fecisset voluerim. . . . quum . . . haud raro lectiones, neque eas 
spernendus haberet, quorum nullum in reliquis deprehenditur 
vestigium. ' That Hoeschel's codex E is identical with 'Drusii 
MS Heidelbergense ' Bretschneider failed to recognize. 

fi Edw. Hatch closes his examination of the text of Sirach 
with the remark, that as one of the points established by his 
investigation will be acknowledged ' the inferior value of some 
of the more famous uncial MSS as compared with some cursives' 
(Euayn, p. 281 X 

II One of the characteristics of this MS is the insertion of 
about 13(1 glosses, to guard the text ogainst_ misunderstanding, 
especially in chs. 1-30 ; see V" i> iXr.tii *, 2* Strain*:, 3*' «»*!»*»,- 
ru: and ifptriitr,, — ir.n and £Xim» «j0«>.u*7;, r. juaTaie, 43 

23 ».«,«' fujli iV, 511 i p Bi.t, 6»7 TfXtMtf, 8> tiumpSt, 13"> 
ixpitt,!, 16 4 i> T«ri(, 11 i,k 20 «{.«.', 17» rvuri:, »•«■.»*. 

Interesting is 19 lj a-«>.Xa*if yk? yhirtu timfi»ki putrxla, because 
the motive is quite the same as led to the addition of lutji in 
Mt Some of them are found in the Syro-Hexaplarie MS 
under asterisks, one of these (5*1) also in one of the Hebrew 
texts, others in the Latin texts. 



first place has to be mentioned the Syriac version 
by Paul of Telia (c. 616 A.D.), the so-called Syro- 
Hexaplar, preserved to us through the codex 
Syro-Hexaplaris Ambrosianus. If we retain the 
designation SyrO- Hexaplar, we must bear in mind 
that Sirach had no place in Origen's Hexapla ; 
but in one particular respect this Syriac version 
reminds us of the Hexapla : one of the critical 
marks of Origen, the asteriscus, appears also in 
Sirach, at least in its first part up to ch. 13. There 
are altogether 45 asterisks, and they mark just 
some of the additions mentioned above. No Greek 
MS of Sirach seems to have been found as yet with 
asterisks ; but there is scatcely a doubt that the 
asterisks were not added by Paul of Telia, but 
were taken over by him from the Greek MS which 
he translated. This MS contained, before the text 
of the book, the capitulation, which is found in the 
so-called Synopsis of Chrysostoni (Migne, Pair. Gr. 
lvi. 575), and some good corrections of the printed 
text may be gathered from it. Now the question 
arises the more : Where did these additions come 
from in this Greek copy ? Take the very first one, 
which has an asterisk in n, I 7 dr' oiW-§t, given in 
the text in Syriac as njo:fc, and on the margin, 
to remove any ambiguity, in Greek letters as 
AH" ATMS. There is a slight difference between 
n and the solitary Greek witness, from which this 
addition is known hitherto, Hoeschel's Augustanus 
(70), inasmuch as the latter gives it after per* ' 
Tia-qi aapKos ('alii non agnoBcnnt has voculas neque 
Athanasius Orat. 3. contra Arian.'), while n has 
it after Kara riff Socif a&rov. This makes no 
difference of sense ; in both cases d*-' airrjs is a 
limitation of the preceding a.Mp (retained by 
70 p) : God does not shed out His whole wisdom 
(avr^v) on all flesh, but only dx* aMjt ; it is a 
mere dogmatical correction ; but while appearing 
hitherto only in a single and late Greek MS— 70 
is of the 15th cent. — it gains suddenly in strength 
when shown by p to be perhaps 1000 years older ; 
nevertheless it is a mere gloss, which might be 
added by any copyist from his own brain, without 
any source. Put what about the lines immedi- 
ately following, put in p under asterisks in quite 
the same way ? — 

:{c and he gives it to them that love him, 

Jj« the gift of the Lord is Wisdom, 
ijc glorious, 

H< to them to whom he appears he deals 
:Jc it in his appearance ; 
or with the two lines after v. ls , 

5}c the fear of the Lord is a gift from the Lord, 
for on love he raises paths. * 

Both additions are found not in 70 alone, but in 
70 and 253. Where do these additions come 
from ? t We must look for more witnesses — 
versions and quotations. 

The versions to be mentioned are the Armenian, 
Georgian, Kthiopic, Coptic, Arabic. 

On the Armenian version and its complicated 
history see PRE 3 ii. 68, 69 {= Urtext, p. 128 f.) ; 
Kyssel, p. 129; Margoliouth - Kderaheiin, § ix.: 
Conybeare (vol. i. p. 153*) ; Herkenne, pp. 28-33. 
The older text rests on the authority of a single 
MS, which breaks off at 42 s7 , and has a lacuna from 
35 IU -38 M , and several omissions besides — e.g. the 
whole of ch. 8. 

* That the critical marks are not absolutely to be trusted is 
shown by these examples : in the first a line is placed under 
asterisk (' ami he gives it,' etc-\ which ought to be free from it : 
in the second, the second line (' for on love,' etc.) ought to have 
the asterisk. 

t Starting from the same observation, that some of the char- 
acteristic additions of the cursives 106, 248, 263 are to be found 
in the Syr. -Hex. with asterisks prefixed, the editor of cod. 248 
raises (in a private communication to the present writer, 8th 
June 1901) the question : Is it possible that Sirach also was 
found in Origen's Hexapla, and that fie knew a Hebrew oriyiimi 
and compared the Greek text therewith ! 
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On the Georgian version no more is known to the 
present writer than what is stated by Holmes at 
the end of the Praif, in Pent. : ' In Bibliis Georgianis 
Mosciik* curatis, liber Ecclesiastici et duo libri 
Macchalueorum, critico usui forte baud inser- 
vient.' 

The Palao-Slavonic version, says Margoliouth, 
* follows a text similar to that of the Complu- 
tensian version, but with only a portion of the 
additions.' As in other books it is revised from a, 
the question must be put, whether this be not the 
case in Sirach also. 

The Ethiopic version was published in 1894 as 
the last work of A. Dillmann (Veteris Testamenti 
uEthiopici tomus quintus, quo contincntur libri 
Apocryphi, Baruch . . . Judith, Ecclesiasticus, 
Snpientia . . . Berolini, 1897, 4to. On its confused 
state see Nestle, Marqinalien, p. 68 ; Dillmann's 
Epilogue, p. 113 if. ; Herkenne, pp. 33-38 : Margo- 
liouth believed he could lind in a few places signs 
of contamination from the Syriac (8 9 22 16 38 s " etc.) ; 
but they are of rather doubtful character. 

Of Coptic versions the one in the Sahidic 
dialect is almost complete, existing in a unique 
MS of the 6th cent at Turin, and published by 
P. de Lagarde in his /Egyptiaca (Gottingen, 1883 ; 
Anastatic reprint, 1897 ; see his MittheUungen, L 
p. 176 n.). • From, a MS in the Museo Borgiano, 
A. Ciasca published short fragments from chs. 
1 and 2 (Sacrorum Bibliorum fragmenta Copto- 
Sahidicn, vol. ii. (1889) p. 218); and the same by 
E. Amelineau ( Fragments de la Version Thibaine de 
VEcriture Ancien Testament, Parisiis, 1889), to- 
gether with two leaves from a MS at Berlin, con- 
taining 6 17 -7' 8 , 21 8 " a », supplying and emending 
some defects in Lagarde's codex (see Herkenne, pp. 
23-27, and Norb. Peters, Die sahidisch-koptische 
Vbersetzvnp des Buches Ecrlesiasticus auf ihren 
wahren Wert fur die Textkritik untersucht 
Freiburg, 1898). — A fragment in the Bohairic 
dialect (ch. 2 UV ) has been published by Lagarde, 
Orientalia, i. (1879) p. 69; the same piece with 
some more fragments (chs. 1. 4 w -5 a 12 1 *-13 1 22 7 - 18 
237-u 24 I U ) by U. Bouriant, Recueil de travaux 
relatifs a lapnilologie et a Varchiologie igyptiennes 
et assyriennes, vol. vii. (Paris, 1886), p. 81 IF. — One 
piece, finally, has been published by U. Bouriant 
in the dialect of Akhmtm in the M&moires public's 
par les mcmbres de la mission archiologique /ran- 
cnisr, an Caire sous la direction de M. Maspero, I. 2. 
(Paris, 1885), 255 ff., containing 22'«-23 9 . 

In Arabic there seem to exist several versions. 
One MS, said to be corrected from the Greek, is 
preserved in the Mediccan Library at Florence : 
in the Prologue the grandson is made to say that 
he translated the work into Syriac. A com- 
pendium of the Arabic version in an imperfect 
state (5 pages) is preserved, according to Mar- 
goliouth, in the Bodleian Library (Hunt. 260). 

The version contained in Karshuni in cod. Syr. 
179, i., at Paris, is said to be due to Basilius, 
bishop of Tiberias, but goes back to the Syriac, 
not the Greek text of Sirach. 

All these versions, except the last, rest on the 
common Greek text ; and so do most of the 
quotations in Greek Fathers. An exceptional 
position among them is held by Clemens Alex- 
andrinus, whose quotations in important details 
agree with cod. 248, 253, and the monks Antonius 
and Maximus. 

Of greater importance than the other versions, 
and of greater value than for other parts of the 
Greek OT, is— 

(b) The Istttin Version. It is true that the sug- 
gestion first broached by the Roman Catholic 
commentator Cornelius a Lapide (tl637, Comm. on 
Sirach, 2 vols., 1634), next mooted by Sabatier, 
then discussed in a special paper by Ernst Gottlob 
vol. iv.— 35 



Bengel (1769-1826), # that the Latin version was 
based immediately on the lost Hebrew original, 
has turned out to be wrong ; but even the latest 
investigation (H. Herkenne, de Veteris Latina 
Ecclesiastici capitibus i-xliii, Leipzig, 1899) has 
arrived at the result : ' Nititur Vetus Latina text. 11 
vulgari gra-co ad textum hebraicum alius rcccn- 
sionis Greece castigalo.' It is all the more to l»e 
regretted that its text has not yet been published 
in a satisfactory way. 

It is generally believed that the text in our 
ordinary editions of the Vulgate is the Old Latin 
untouched by Jerome.t But his expression ' calamo 
temperavi ' does not exclude, in our opinion, those 
stylistic emendations which we perceive when 
comparing the current Latin text with older docu- 
ments, either MSS or quotations. J 

The most convenient edition of the Latin Vulgate 
is that of van Ess (pub. 1824), which gives on the 
margin the variations of the Sixtina and Clemen- 
tina after the Vatican editions of 15C0, 1592, 1593, 
and 1598. 

Sabatier (see vol. ii. 63) reprinted the official 
text with the collation of four MSS 'optima; 
notas ' [ib. 389, ' Corbeienses duos, unum Sangerman- 
ensem, & alium S. Theoderico ad Khemum'). 
The Corbeiensis I. is now Paris 11,532 (9th cent.; 
Berger, Histoire de la Vulgate, 104, 107) ; Sanger- 
manensis 15, now Paris 11,553 (9th cent.; Berger, 
65, 408). 

In 1740 J. Blanchinus published, in his Vindkiat 
canon, script. Vulgata: Latinos edit ion is, a collation 
of the codex Toletanus, with Henten's edition 
(1569) ; repeated in Migne, Pair. Lat. xxix. 985. 

After the collations of the Amiatinus by Heyse- 
Tischendorf (Lips. 1873) the whole text of this MS 
was published for Wisd. and Sirach by Lagarde, 
Mitth. i. 283-377 ; see also p. 191. 

Ph. Thielmann devoted to the Latin Sirach two 
articles in WolfHin's Archiv, and showed that chs. 
44-50 were due to another hand than the rest of 
the book ; the former of European, the chief part 
of African origin {Airhiv fiir lat. Lexikogr. viii. 
601-561, ix. 2, 247 tt.) ; see vol. ii. p. 10. 

The text published by C. Douais (une ancienne 
version latine de V Eccksiastiqtic, Paris, 1895, 4to) 
is, according to Thielmann and Kennedy, an appar- 
ently Spanish text, a revision of the primitive 
African version (ch. 21 ,7 -22 34 ). In the judgment of 
the present writer it may be just as well a new 
translation, independent of the former. 

Ph. Thielmann ('Bericht liber das gesammelte 
handschriftliche Material, zu einer kritischen Aus- 
gabe der lateinischen V bersetzungen biblischer 
Biicher des alten Testamentes' in Munchener 
Sitz.-Ber., 1899, ii. 2, 205 tt.) gives for Sirach the 
collation of twenty -three MSS (1-4 Spanish, 5, 6 
Anglo-Saxon, 7-12 French before Charlemagne, 
13-16 St. Gall and Italy, 17-19 Theodulf, 20-23 
Alcuin), and specimens from fourteen MSS more ; 
some fragments cod. Veron. i. and cod. Ainbr. 
D. 50 f. (olim Bobb.) are of the 6th cent. But 
still older are the — 

Quotations of the Latin Fathers.— Aug- 
ustine's Speculum is mentioned above ; it contains 
whole chapters from Sirach, and its text agrees 
closely with that of the codex Amiatinus ; but 
other quotations in the writings of Augustine 

• ' Ueber die muthmassliche Quelle der alten lateinischen 
Tebersetzung des Buches Sirach' in Eichhom's Allgemtint 
BUAurthek der bilA. Lilt., 1796, vii. pp. 832-864. 

t Edersheim : ' Jerome tells us expressly that he had left th« 
text of the Vetus Latina untouched (calamo temperavi) in the 
(apocryphal) Wisdom of Solomon, and in Sirach ' (Pntf. in edit, 
libr. Saiom. iuxta Sept. interpr., ed. Vallarsi, 10,430). 

; Comp. the same expression on his version of the Latin 
Gospels in the EpinttUa ad Damatwn : ' quie no multum • 
lectionis lAtinas consuetudine discreparent, it* calamo temper- 
aciinui, ut his tantuni quo; sensum videbontur uiutare correct is, 
reliqua mauere pateremus ut fuerant.' 
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(collected by Sabatier and Lagarde) show strange 
variations. 

See, for instance, lfi2i ' laxatntntum peccandi ' for 'spotium p.' 
(' spatium 1 also in the Speculum). * Not a Mingle one of his M83, 
as Thielmann informs the present writer, has this word ' laxa- 
mentum ' ; yet it is found for this passage also in that other 
Speculum falsely ascrilted to Augustine, now called liber de 
divinis »cripturi$ (edited together with the former by Weihrichl 
and must for internal reasons be considered as the original read- 
ing of the Latin version. 

For 'opprobrium,' 20*, this Speculum has ' supervacuitos ' 
(in no MS ot Thielmann) ; further, 22& ' conservationem ' in- 
stead of ' custodian) ' (no Biblical MS) ; Augustine ' signaculum 
attulum ' instead of ' ccrtum ' ; iff® instead of ' beatificat virum 
suum ' the LUier has 'consentit in angustio viro suo' ; in this 
case Complutensis 1 agreeing with it (only 1 angustiis ') ; 28 s in- 
stead of 'dum oaro sit servat iram' (n^ ».) the Liber has 
' coepit retinere iram ' ( = *px*") '< 2911 we And in the Liber the 
imperative 'animasquitarda' {= riM*e»Oifttirn), a word to be 
added to the new Thesaurus Latinos lingua for ' anitno fortior 
esto" of the Vulgate, or 'animaaquior esto' of Compl. I, Metz 7 
(first hand, second hand = Vulgate). Here we have three stages 
of subsequent revisions. 

The greatest surprise is 31 B . By • comparison with the Syriac 
it seemed clear that instead of 3i*efl»»«» we must read iitf^t, 
and «-A«»r,0»>ir«< instead of »Aiirtf»,ri«u (see Ball, Variorum 
Apocrypha; Nestle, Marginalien, p. 56. The RV does not 
materially alter the AV : * he that followeth destruction shall 
have the fill of it'): 'qui insequitur destructionem replebitur 
ea ' : for this the Liber has ' qui ins. multa, in illis implatiabi- 
tur,' ie,, just as proposed, iiifpct and rA.«»i0>>inu. Uf all 
MSS collated by Thielmann, only the first hand of Met* 7 has 
preserved a remembrance of this rendering, reading ' multa in 
tlli* inplicabilur' (sic).t 

Now the questions arise— (1) How have this quo- 
tation and the codex of Metz preserved this true 
reading? (2) How did the wrong text find its way 
into all the other MSS ? Is the latter circumstance 
due to an intentional revision, and may this re- 
vision have been made through Jerome? The 
former may be due either to a Greek MS which pre- 
served the original text, or to recourse to the Syriac 
version, or to derivation from the original Hebrew.; 

In all cases the importance of IL in its original 
form and of the early quotations is evident— the 
worse therefore the neglect of these studies; but 
still more evident is the value of the Syriac and 
*he Hebrew texts. 

viii. The Syriac Text.— In his edition of the 
Libri Veteris Testament* Apocryphi (or deutero- 
canonici, as he wished to read afterwards) syriace 
(1861), Lagarde gave to Sirach the first place, to 
show that he believed with Bendtsen (Specimen 
exercitationum criticarum in V. T. libros apocry- 
pha* e scriptis pat rum et antiquis versionHms, 
Gottingen, 1789), that this version was not made 
from the Greek, but from the 'Hebrew' (see 
Lagarde, Symm. i. 88, 17 ; Mitth. i. 191). As this 
view is now almost universally accepted— it was 
still debated by Bretschneider and Fritzsche — it 
need no longer be proved. The question is only 
whether the translation was not influenced, like 
other books in the Peshitta, here and there by the 
Greek version, and whether its text has come 
down to us in good preservation. 

It was first published in the great Polyglot 
Bibles of Paris and London, — in the latter on the 
basis of three MSS < f Ussher and Pococke ; then 
by Lagarde from the cod. 12,142 in the British 

•The variations are paitially mere lexical: 4 s * 'Veritas' in- 
stead ot 'iustitia'; 6 s * 'limen' instead of 'gradus'; 14 12 'sjocu- 
lum ' instead of 'mundus' ; others touch the sense or even the 
underlying Greek text, as StS" 5 ' Rvctet /ortiludinein' ( = iV%m) 
against ' flectet ecrcicm ' (i^ix ?). 

t Another trace of this reading is found in the 28th epistle 
of I'aulinus (p. 167c) : ' qui terrenas possessionem concupiscit, 
in illis implanabitur.' Sabatier, who quotes this passage, 
remarked : 'at heeo postrema ex alio loco desumpta videntur.' 

I For mere conjectural emendation the rendering seems too 
clever, or rather not clever enough, for the proper meaning 
of iiaftfx ■-- ' property ' has not been recognized. It is quite 
the same with tne preservation of the original order in chs. 
31-36 in X. This may l>c due cither to the fact that X was 
made from a Greek MS which was independent of the one from 
which our present O texts are derived, or it may have been 
restored after the Syrian or after the Hebrew. 1 shares some 
of the strangest misspellings with © ; see 4:f a ' dominus Jhcaus ' 
\r««c instead of >i.r*,i ' intuitu' (in the official Vulg.). 



Museum, which belongs to the 6th cent, (with a 
collation of Walton's text), and lies before us 
further in Ceriani's photo-lithographic reproduction 
ot the codex Ambrosianus of about the same age 
(Milano, 1876-83, folio). It suffered, of course, 
some textual corruptions, but on the whole there 
are no such difficulties as arise in connexion with 
G and IL. The other question whether it was 
influenced by G must, it seems, be answered in the 
affirmative. This may have been the case already 
when the version was made, or at a later though 
very early and only partial revision. The former 
view seems the more probable (see Kyssel, p. 253). 
It is a drawback for our purposes that S is rather 
a paraphrase than a version ; nevertheless, the 
great progress made in the explanation of Sirach 
by Margoliouth - Edersheim depends on the use 
made especially of S for the corroboration or 
correction of © and the restoration of the original 
Hebrew. These two text* were, so to speak, our 
Rontgen apparatus, enabling us to see the Hebrew 
text underlying them. 

ix. The Hebrew Texts. —Especially among 
those who knew the precarious state of the present 
Greek, Latin, and Syriac texts of Sirach, the 
surprise and joy were great when the news spread 
that a fragment of the original Hebrew text had 
been discovered, aid when, after its publication, 
more and more parts of a Hebrew Sirach came to 
light, of which in the Church at least, since the 
days of Jerome, nobody had heard or seen any- 
thing, while even among the Jews few scattered 
quotations had survived, partially in Hebrew and 
partially in Aramaic (see their collection in C-N). 
It is impossible to notice all that has been pub- 
lished on these finds. Suffice it to say that after 
the first private communication (see above, p. 53S*) 
the first public announcement appeared in the 
Academy of 16th May 1896. (1) The first publication 
of the text was in the Expositor, July 1896, 1-15 
(see on it D. S. Margoliouth in the same periodical, 
Aug., 140-157); (2) then came nine leaves, which 
had found their way into the Bodleian Library, 
published by Cowley and Neubauer, 1897, and re- 
published by R. Smend {Abhandlungen der K. lies, 
der Wiss. zu Gottingen, N.F. ii. 2) ; after this (3) the 
chief publication ot Taylor-Schechter (Camb. 1899), 
containing, besides fourteen pages from the first 
MS (now called B), eight pages from a new MS, 
now called A ; (4) in the Jexoxsh Quarterly Review 
for Oct. 1899, G. Margoliouth gave four pages 
from MS B, acquired by the British Museum ; 
(5) I. Levi published in the Revue des Etudes 
Juives for Janvier-Mars, 1900, two pages from a 
third MS (C) and two from a fourth MS (D), both 
in the library of the Consistoire Israelite at Paris. 
The JQR for April 1900, finally, gave four pages 
of MS A published by E. N. Adler and four of 
MS C by S. Schechter (6, 7), and (8) in the number 
for July 1900 (p. 688 ff.) two pages of C belonging 
to M. Gaster. All the publications were at last 
brought together most conveniently — if it may be 
called convenient to study torn and faded leaves 
of Hebrew MSS — in a splendid publication, Fac- 
similes of the Fragments hitherto recovered of the 
Book of Ecclesiasttcus in Hettrew (Oxford and Cam- 
bridge, mdcccci, 60 plates in case).* C, it should 
be added, consists only of excerpts (see p. 548 b ). 

But in the meantime — between the second and 
third publications — there had suddenly fallen a 
bitter drop into the general joy. D. S. Margo- 
liouth, who had published in 1890 as his Inaugural 
Lecture an Essay on the place of Ecclesiasticus in 
Semitic Literature, and before that time had con- 
tributed largely to the commentary of Edersheim, 
declared in a paper on The Origin of the ' Original 

• With ' New York, Frowde, 5 dollars,' mentioned by W. Mu» 
Amolt in the Theol. and Sem. Lit. for 1900, p. 32. 
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Hebrew' of Ecclesiasticus (Parker, 1899, 20 pp.), 
that the newly-discovered Hebrew was not the 
original, but a re translation ; a certain reading, 
43", appeared to him to be a translation of a 
corruption of a Persian translation of a corrupt 
reading in the Greek, the work of a Jew, whose 
native language was Arabic, about the 10th cent. 
He closed his paper with the remark that ' Mrs. 
Lewis by her precious discovery has hit biblical 
criticism harder than it was ever hit before, or is 
ever likely to be hit again. For, the next time we 
proceed to parcel out Isaiah, will not our very 
street boys call out to us, " You who misdate 
by 1300 years a document before you, what do 
yon know of the dates of the Prophecies and 
Psalms " ?' 

Startling even as this was, a similar verdict was 
pronounced by such a scholar as Bickell, who in 
earlier years had discovered under the (ireek dis- 
guise that the closing chapter must have been an 
alphabetical poem ('Ein alphabetisch.es Lied Jesus 
Sirach's. Nachgewiesen von G. B.' in Z. f. kath. 
Thcologie, vi. 319-333), and had tried to restore the 
very metres of the Hebrew ('Die Strophik des Ec- 
clesiasticus ' in Zeitschrift fur die Ktinde des Mor- 
gcnlandes, 1892, 87-96). Bickell published his view 
in a sliort paper on this alphabetical poem ('Der 
hebraische Sirachtext eine Riickubersetzung,' ib. 
1899, 251-256). Other scholars took upthe challenge 
of Prof. Margoliouth— among them Th. Noldeke 
(' Bemerkungen zum hebraischen Ben Sira' in 
ZATW xx. [1900] 81-94); Smend (ThLZ, 1899, 
col. 506) ; M. D. Gibson (The Record, June 23, 1899, 
p. 641); Ed. Konig in a series of papers in the 
Expos. Times, 1900, and separately (see Literature, 
6, at end of present art. ) and in other periodicals ; 
see Muss-Arnolt, p. 33. 

Fortunately, the new documents which came to 
light afterwards enable us to place our judgment 
on a broader basis. The four MSS seem to be all 
of aliout the same age, the 11th cent. D is 
apparently the oldest of them, but even on C 
Adler remarked : ' From a comparison of paper 
and character with my earliest fragment from the 
Genizah, dated 832, there is nothing to induce one 
to assume that its date is later.' Some passages 
of Sirach occur in these four MSS twice, a few 
even three times. Now if ft — to use this symbol 
for the Hebrew texts — were the original, the MSS 
of ft must agree,— apart, of course, from such 
transcriptional variations as are common to the 
transmission of works before the invention of 
Gutenberg, — according to the rule laid down by 
Jerome on the Latin texts of the Gospels as 
compared with the Greek, verum non esse quod 
variat. But what do we find? One of the first 
verses now lying before us in two MSS of ft is 

<S M tffdt i« \lw iv r$ oUtfi (v. I. tj) oUiq.) aov 
ko.1 4>avTao-tOKOTruv iv toU olictfraie aov. 

IL Noli esse sicut Ico in domo tua ; 

evertens domesticos tuos et opprimens 
subiectos tibi. 

2 "jn'33 a^D wnn mS 

Trr'aya S'rrn ij'jm 

* be not a dog in thy house, 

and rebuking and fearful in thy works' 

Nobody doubted that ' it Xim ' and ' a dog ' went back to an 
original '3^5, read 3^3 by S, and that 'as a lion' was right. 
Again, in the second member it appeared necessary to seek a 
common Hebrew equivalent tor ««>nm««*r»> on the one hand, 
and ' rebuking and tearful ' on the other ; further, for ' slaves ' 
and ' works.' The latter was, so it seemed, found easily : 
from 13;', would = ' slaves," from I3i' (Ec 9')=' works'; the 
other was more difficult to guess, because *<*»T«<r»«*r£» is a 
hapax Ugomentm in the Greek Bible, and a rare word, with 



doubtful meaning ; some good examples of it from Ecclesiastical 
authors may be found in the edition of Hoeschel.* 

And now for the texts of ft— 

A Tn'33 3^33 Wl V* 

"U13MVD3 MTJ1D1 11101 
C in«33 .TTM3 vw V* 

■jrnwy Sy lnsnoi 
i.e. A ' be not liks a clog in thy house, 

and [— ?] and fearful in thy labour.' 
C ' be not like a strong lion t in thy house, 

and, raging over thy works' X 
Can there be any doubt that A agrees with £ and 
C with <E ? Compare especially the second clause, 
where S has two words, A has also two,§ C for one 
word of <G has one word. What is more natural than 
the conclusion that A and C are not the original, 
but dependent upon £ and <&, retranslations, as 
Margoliouth affirmed of B? But we must not be 
too rash : we ask, How would a late Jewish trans- 
lator hit upon mar© to render so obscure a word 
as ipayraffioKOTruv ? ins is rare in biblical Hebrew 
(Gn 49*, Jer 23f ) ; it suits the context very well ; 
it might be easily confounded with ins ' fear,' and 
thus explain the rendering of &, and it is a 
favourite word with Sirach (see ft 8 s 19 s 41 17m «- 
4 2 io 5 19 a b. M, n) . it may therefore hare 
preserved the original. || This supposition gains 
probability from a comparison of Zeph 3 s - 4 ' her 
princes are lions in her midst . . . her prophets are 
0'iqV where the two words stand together just as 
here in clause a and b. Schechter has shown that 
the whole text of ft is full of allusions to the 
OT (cf. p. 548 b : II 30 a reminiscence of Gn 42»). 
These are used, of course, also by pious Jews of 
later times ; but when the grandson testifies in his 
prologue that his grandfather ' having given him- 
self to the reading of the Law and the Prophets 
and the other books of our fathers, and having 
gained great familiarity therein, was drawn on 
also himself to write somewhat pertaining to 
instruction and wisdom,' why should we hesitate 
to consider those characteristics as belonging to 
the original ! 

Take the next verse which lies before us in two 
MSS of ft— 

4' 1 ffi |*t) ttrru i) xflp <rov itcteraiiipn dt rb \<kfittw 
(cai iv ri? iiroSiS jvai avvtaraXnivn. 

& 30oS TV* MBTD Minn M^ 

broh MO'np Mi.mi 

* In the Thnavms of Stephanus-Hase ' Eccl 4 ' and 1 8ir i 33 ' 
are quoted as different passages 1 The wrong form _ $*>t«««- 
rwmtiy is translated suspieax by Qrotiua. Nobilius gives orre- 
pticius ; even Kyssel translates as if it came from «•«•*!?», ' Ge- 
spensterseher.'i.V. argwohnisch, misstrauisch ohne thaUachlichen 
Grand. AV ' frantick ' (sec vol. ii. 66), RV ' fanciful ' ; Fraakel 
translated njrM 'cruel '(for 'lion' V"}f) ; p n'KIVJ} UT510 'boister- 
ously rebukeful' (whether influenced by St or reading $cr«-*): 
on the Coptic see Hcrkenne, who thought for © of some word 
from ^yc* (Job 4»), for 1 of J^yo (Is 10»), and adduced 
from the Apophthegmata Antonii et Maximi, p. 602 ('morosus') 

i» riii ».'*. rmj xmi r**wm> riu< -jvtxupitut ru ( — 1). 

f The Hebrew word is different from M'3^. 

t Or tlates, if we derive misy from ."PCJ/ (Job IS), as sug- 
gested to the present writer by Dr. Driver', and independently 
to the editor by Dr. A. B. Davidson. 

5 The first of them mo is not clear ; see C-N and R (SK, 
1900, 378) : the latter compares Ps 69 s . We suspect a corrup- 
tion of »J11 = IPI, see Expo*. Times, xi. 330 note ; for KYJ1D R 
proposes pn2 or j'PQ ' zuwartend, langsom ' ! 

| The passage is discussed with a different result by Taylor 
(JThSt, i. 576). He considers .TIM aryrh and MTjiD mitkyart to 
be the original ; Q may have turned the latter into nMino ; ' the 
synonymous insno with a clerical error accounts for lnoio C 
The first two suppositions are natural, but when, where, and 
why should Mvr© have been turned into mono, so as to arrive 
at inonD? 
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p agrees in the lirst clause completely with $h, in 
the second it has 

neap rata 

Now take A and C— 

A nnp 1 ? arrow "p* ,f1 " ^* 

I no -pna nsispi 

C nn&V netsTD it *nn 

.map am nyai 

that is to say : instead of a common original we 
have two versions differing more from one another 
tlmn the two Syrian, every word for which there 
is more than one Hebrew equivalent available being 
rendered differently — 

stretch out nns and oir 

receive nph and kIm 

in ijwa and npa 

give (back) jn: and a*m 

shut f &p and nsp 

A third passage is — 

5* b C5 Kal |tij Topcvov iv t&<tji irpax<p 
SS h'ltr Va^ Mj&noi 

A rbav -rn mm 

C hvv VaV jm 

A is translated by Taylor, ' and turning the way 
of the stream,' C agrees with ffi. 
Farther, v,"— 

A Dana am rm ij-wai 

C njiai njfn my ipKai 

C = (S with the addition dpSfy, which is found only 
in 248, 253 and y sub* 
V. 1 * ffi cdXaXc? 

& ^cm |o Ta ' through him that is speak- 
ing.' 

A KOia TV3 

C no» ra 

V. I5b H5 ii xruxnt aurur 

£ pnS kdt « throws them down' 

A wVao 

C wSbo 

(C being, of course, a corruption of A). 

7 s8 ffi d<bpt)crai afrrfy 

& iran give her 

A man join her 

C rnai grant her.* 

What follows from these passages? That the 
question is a very complicated one. Not even of 
C is it possible to say that it is a simple retrans- 
lation of <E, for even in C there are passages 
which are at variance with fir. On the other 
hand, it is equally impossible to maintain that 
has preserved everywhere the original, independent 
of ffi aud Sb. There are passages in Ji? which can- 
not be explained in any other way than by the 
supposition that they rest on a corrupt and glossed 
text, sometimes of <Qr, sometimes of 

A passage which, for the present writer at least, 
is perfectly convincing is— 

25". 'The wickedness of a woman. . . darkeneth 
her countenance like sackcloth,' AV (mg. ' Or, like 
a bear'), KV as a bear doeth (without even men- 
tioning the other reading). 

• 7»AC poy ten na win, <s «*i \rn imxwfc \py, ftXym, 
S * % pwjt piBJi, AO poy ; ' and the trouble (or strife, see 
8-T p. 47) has gone ' ; cf. the witty though rude saying 
of Schopenhauer at the death of an old woman whom he had 
to care for : obit anus, obit onus. It is clear that here C cannot 
test on fl>. 



fS: B, etc. ut o&kkov ; <£ AS, etc. J,j UpKos. 

& combining both readings : tanquam ursiu et 
quasi saccum. 

JJ ... 4 makes pale the face of her husband and 
makes it black like the colour of a sack) ' ; * now 
C has an 1 ? **:a Tip*! ' makes black (his or her ; the 
letters are torn away) face ... to a bear.' 

All rules of textual criticism (the general one : 
scriptioni proclivi prajstat ardua, and the special 
one for Sirach, the agreement between ffi and S) 
must be nought, or C is here the retranslation of a 
corrupt Gree/c text. 

The close connexion of C with ffi is corroborated 
by other passages. The very liret words preserved 
in C— it begins 4 a ("iroan nx) popn, for which A has 
the synonymous t'Dxn — do not occnr, it is true, in 
the received Greek text, but in the MSB 106, 248, 
253 (c) ; C even preserved such glosses (mentioned 
above, p. 544») as 5' 1 ylvovr*x»* (C pa} = ?) i" **P°- 
iffti aov + ayadrj (C naio=106, C48, 253 p), koI f> 
uaKpodvfda ipdiyyou droicpuro'-r dpfli}* (C n»23=248, 

253 P*)- , . . . 

Again, all rules of textual criticism are nought 
if such additions be not glosses, and glosses added 
to the Greek, not to the original Hebrew text; and 
yet they occur in C. Jfc c . therefore, is dependent 
—partially at least— on a glossed text of ffi, as it 
is represented by 248, 253. 

It is to be hoped that scholars will agree in this, 
and they may do so the more because this con- 
cession does not decide the question for the other 
MSS ABD, nor even for the whole content of C ; 
C being an exception also in this respect, that it 
does not give a continuous text, but mere excerpts 
from chs. 4 ffl -7 !B 18 sl -20 7 ; then come suddenly 
37 w. sa. 24. 26 4. followed by 20 13 , and, finally, 25MG* 

If J£C is chiefly dependent on ffi, there abound 
in the other MSS J^ABD traces of the influence 
of Sb, especially in so-called doublets, passages 
appearing twice. Cf. 11"— 

In ffi we have two lines— 

IIlp&£ Oypevrilt if KaprciXXy, ofhut xapSia vvtpif 
tp&vov 

Kal ibt KardffKOTot eripXlvci xrUffir. 

In I three— 
sicut perdix inducitur in caveam (v.l. foveam) 
et ut caprca in laqueo, sic et cor superborum 
et sicut prospector videns casuiu proximi sui. 

In £ five- 
like a partridge caught in a cage is the heart 

of the proud, 
and like a spy who looks on the fall ; 
How many are the iniquities of the ungodly ! 

[cf. ffi v»] 

like a dog which enters into every house and 
robs, 

so enters the ungodly into every house and 
disturbs. 

In $ six or more — 
As a bird caught in a cage so is the heart of 

a proud man ; 
Asa wolf that lieth in wait to tear. 
How many are the iniquities of the covetous 

man ! 

As a dog is he among those that eat in the 

house. 

* It is difficult to understand how Bickell, Zockler, Rymd, 
RV could prefer the bear, which crept in from the mentioning 
of lion and dragon in the context ; S being independent of 
decides for the sack; and then compare parallels like Rev 
6>3, but especially 1 Clem, ad Cor. 8, m k^t.m ipi* . . . fuX*- 
rinipcu ratuuu; see on these variants Nestle, Marrnnalxen, 
p. 51. 

♦ It is owing to this insertion that we have these fragment 

three times in B, C, D, with slight variation*. 
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He doeth violence to all . . . 

The covetous man comet h and maketh strife 

in all their goods ; 
The tale-bearer lieth in wait as a bear for 

the house of the scorners ; 
And as a spy he seeth nakedness. 

On the two lines of ffi Bochart has written a 
whole chapter in his Hierozoicum. More than one 
article would be necessary on the correspondence 
between Kardo-Koxos (and its equivalents *OOJ = 
3kt — an) and the other equivalents. It seems clear 
that the dog aSa owes its existence to the K&praWot 
= sAj. 

On the argument* adduced by Margoliouth from the Persian 
wc must refer to Noldeke (ZATW 1900, p. 04) ; on the question 
raited by Margoliouth, whether the Srphtr ha-galuy, which 
betrays knowledge of the Cairene texts, is by Saadia or not ; and 
on the age of the Talraudic quotations from Ren -Sira, cf. the 
pa|»ers of Margoliouth on the one hand, and Konig, Schechter, 
Abrahams, Bacher, Harkavy, etc., on the other (se* Literature). 

But that even in C fragments of the original are 
pr:s;rved, see above on 7*. What Jew of later 
times, who had nothing before him except ffi, 
(koov dvyaripa koX toy TereXtKws /rfya tpyov, could 
have hit on pop Ksn na won? Even with the help 
of 5 it would have l>een difficult to arrive at this 
text. But there are passages where $ offers read- 
ings different alike from ffi and S. 

A good example occurs in the very first leaf dis- 
covered of Jt?, 4U W — 

ffi fvfj avrdpKout ipyirov y\vK<u>6'fj<TeT<u . 
*ai irrip inQorepa 6 tiiplaKuv Brpavpi*. 

The very context shows that ffi is wrong ; in- 
stead of the one member afrrdpicow ipyarov there 
must have been two. Grotius, Grabe, Fritzsche, 
AV, BV, inserted koI and spoiled the sense ; for 
the life of the adrd/Mtip is sweet (ipse suis pollens 
opibws, Lucretius), but not that of the working man. 
£■ cave no help ; for the first member is wanting. 
What a pleasure, then, to read in J^— 

ipno' nan p M n 

a life of wine and strong drink is sioeet ; cf. the 
same pair in v. 10 in ${, where ffl had oivot ical 
noi«TiK& = tv, and & np"njr men 'old wine.' And 
what a surprise to find on the margin an additional 
(though wrong) reading : ^ar inv (C-N = 1 that excels 
in prudence ' ; but mv perhaps = avrapicni). The 
grandson mistook lay ' strong drink ' for tCW? 
' hired worker.' * What a surprise, again, to find 
the whole margin of this leaf covered with various 
readings, spellings, notes — one in Persian referring 
to a different MS. 

V.", where we had read in ffi that ' better than 
wine and music is the love of wisdom' in & ' better 
than old wine the love of a friend,' we now find 
that the grandfather had written, • Wine and 
strong drink make the heart exult, but the love 
of lovers (d'th) is above them all.' 

Surely it is not going too far to say that with 
the finding of these texts a new period begins in 
the history of our book. Where we hitherto were 
bid (7 s *) to bow down the neck of our children from 
their youth (xin^ai rbv rpdxv^ 01 ' uArQf — but rbv 
rptlx^Xor avTwf is correctly omitted by 1L and 
Clemens Alexandrians (i. 186, 2, ed. Dind.t),— we 
are now advised to marry them early (S $ AC - con- 
fusion between nr and hc). 

It is neither possible nor necessary to go on 
multiplying examples of this kind. A great lield 

•Bacher, Byssel, Smend are not satisfied with 'wine and 
strong drink.' Bacher, comparing Ex 5", wishes to read 
T;?n ' who can sleep and has work ' ; Byssel with Smend, ijiv 
TTfcn ' who has plenty, and has paying work.' 

t The agreement l*tween X and Clement is of great import- 



waits for patient workers. The task for future 
editors of Sirach will be to compare most care- 
fully— (1) the witnesses for ffi (MSS,* Versions, 
Quotations t) ; (2) the witnesses for & — on the 
whole, an easy task ; (3) the witnesses for JJjabcd ; 
and the quotations to 1m* compared with each other, 
where there is more than one, then with ffijS. 
The text, in translation, would have to be given 
in parallel columns : in the middle what is common 
to all, at the right and the left the variations, at 
the bottom would be shown how the variations 
originated. 

On the language of f> aee in C-N p. xxxi ff. the ' Glossary of 
Words not found in the Hebrew of the OT, or found in it only 
in the passages quoted or referred to 1 ; and cf. Noldeke (7. A , 
1900, p. 94), who was at first in favour of the Oxf. Htb. Lex. 
beginning to take notice of Ben Sira, but afterwards thought 
it a safer course that his words should be gathered into an 
Appendix. The Concordance to the Septuagint by HaU-h- 
Bedpath promises for the second part of the Supplement ' A 
Short Concordance showing the Hebrew equivalents to the 
Oreek in the lately discovered fragments of Ecclesiasticus.' 
This will be very welcome. To learn what interesting questions 
are raised , see, for instance, 10»« rbtXO par =pinpit kpfirmpui ; \ 
1852(C) Jljyn rDv=/MXfk D-oae'=/*i>!37'8(cf. Gn48«); 

V'^V (see I. Low, ' Marginalien zu Kohut's Aruch ' in Semitic 
Studies in Memory of A. Kohut, p. 374); D'JBK 5027 with *J3K 
50» and Pr 262. The similarity to the language of the ' Pai- 
tanim,' the late Jewish hymn-writers, seems to militate against 
the originality of fj ; but even Schechter cannot deny it : 'If 
he thought like a Babbi, he wrote like a Paitan' (cf. Toy in 
Kncye. II M. p. 1107 f.; D. Strauss, Spraehl. Stud, m den heb. 
Sirachfragmenten, Zurich, 1900; W. Bacher, Die alt rate Ter- 
mxnol. derjiid. SchriflausUgung, Leipag, 1890, p. 207). 

x. Contents and Theology.— 1. It is clear 
that in many details our views about the contents 
of the book must be revised since the recent finds ; 
but on the whole the standpoint of the book has 
been correctly estimated. It has been considered 
as the chi-f monument of primitive Sadduceism, 
and this found corroboration in an unexpected 
way. 

C. Taylor wrote (1877) in the first edition of the Sayings of 
the Jeirish Fathers: 'It has been suggested, with a certain 
plausibility, that the Book Ecclus. approximates to the stand- 
point of the primitive Caduqim as regards its theology, its 
sacerdotalism, and its want of sympathy with the modern 
Soferim. The name of Ezra is significantly omitted from its 
Catalogue of Worthies.' At the same time he called attention 
to the fact that ths Book of the Sadduoees and the Book of Ben 
Sira are placed side by side on the 'Index Expurgatorius' 
{Sanh. 1006). It must have been gratifying to be able to publish 
twenty years later, at the end of the Hebrew Ben Sira, a hymn, 
not to be found in the earlier texts, which ends with praise of 
the Sons of Sadok. See 8-T p. 41, the hymn (after ch. 50»>— 

•O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good ; 
For his mercy endureth for ever.' 

O give thanks unto him that maketh to bud a horn for the 

house of David ; 
For his mercy endureth for ever. 
O give thanks unto him that chose the sons of Sadok to be 

priests; 

For his mercy endureth for ever.' 

ycb pro 'jaa ima^. 

* Special attention is due, amongst these, to those of the longer 
recension, called ' Alexandrian ' by Byssel ; cf. A. Schlatter, Da* 
neuge/undene hebrdisehe Stuck des Sirach. Der Glossator des 
nriechischen Sirach und seine StrUung in der Geschicht* der 
yuditchen Thentogie, Giltersloh, 1897 ( = ' Beitrdge stir Forderung 
chrisilicher Theologie,' i. 5, 6). On t he passage 26 MR a especially 
' the tower of death ' ( = 2 Mac 13* ; Valerius Maximus, ix. 2), see 
Nestle, Marginalien, p 52. 

t On the quotations of Clement see esp. O. Stahlin, Clemens 
Alexandrinut und die Septuaginta (Nurnberg, 1901, Progr.), 
pp. 40 -58 ; note in 18*2 puxpi. 

I kpp. all Greek MSS ; most rswrru, four nrn or 

inmtwru, one exiru ; instead of mrpit Hitzig and the corrector 
of S mrpit ; AV "The physician cutteth off a long disease ' ; BV 
' It is a long disease, the physician mocketh ' ; 1, combining 
both readings. ' Languor prolixior gravat modicum ; breveni 
languorem pnuddit medicus' ; S 'and his bowels the physician 
tears ' (Kixj) ; but, with Herkenne, we may perhaps read mxi 
( = r«iTTi<>). Adler's translation of 13 ('of course quite tenta- 
tive ") is, "A trace of disease that maketh the physician serene ' 
(3"ns - ). It seems best to combine the translation of Hitzig 
with the reading /Mxpit : ' A little disease baffles the physician.' 
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2. Among former descriptions of its contents see 
especially T. K. Cheyne, Job and Solomon, or The 
Wisdom of the OT, 1887, pp. 179-198, 247 (ch. i. : 
The wise man turned Scribe — Sirach's moral teach- 
ing ; ch. ii. : his place in the movement of 
thought) ; then the Introduction of Edersheim, 
and now the article of C. H. Toy (Encyc. Bib/. 
1164-1179). 

3. In its form and substance the book is a fine 
example of Hebrew #u£/naA-literature, with its 
lights and shadows. It is no longer the prophet 
that sneaks in it, neither the prophetic speaker 
of earlier times, nor even the prophetic writer like 
Ezekiel or Malaclii ; nor is it a poet like the author 
of Job ; on the other hand, the Riibbi of the Tal- 
mud has not yet taken their place ; there is 
scarcely a trace of Haggadah and Halachah in the 
book. The author is full of respect for the religious 
literature of the past ; he knows himself to be an 
epigone, but nevertheless he dares to give some- 
thing of his own. He does not preach as yet from 
given texts (33" 'I awaked up last of all, as one 
that gathereth after the grape-gatherers ; by the 
blessing of the Lord I profited (got ahead) and filled 
my winepress like a gatherer of grapes ' ; cf. also 
the Prologue). What he has to give is Hokmah, 
Wisdom, an outcome of that Divine Wisdom which 
is from the Lord, and is with Him for ever, but 
given by Him to them that fear Him, especially 
among His chosen people Israel (17 17ff - 24 7IT -)- But 
the author does not dwell long in those lofty 
regions, but turns himself to the wisdom of daily 
life, giving counsels for all kinds of emergencies, 
and communicating his observations on men and 
women, rich and poor, high and low. 

4. The book has not received, apparently, its 
final shape ; its contents at least are so varied and 
loosely arranged that it is difficult to give a table 
of contents. 

8ce the headings, which are partially preserved In the book 
itself, in the Greek text from IS 30 onwards (iy*p« run •i-ux'if ; 
20*7 Xcyn T*p*,3c>.*> ; 23? r«,2i.« rrtfums ; 24 1 aiMri; rojicu ; 
80' rifi nxtit ; fffmptirm ; 44 1 IXmrifmt C,tt»e< ; 51' Hp—ivX* 

'Ir.nvuiv luptcx); the capitulations placed before the hook in 
ancient Greek and Latin texts ; the Synopei* of pseudo-Chry- 
sostom ; the headings of the AV, which are dropped instead of 
revised in the RV ; careful superscriptions in the German trans- 
lation of Ryssel ; the attempt* iu the Comm. to find out * plan 
of the book. 

But it would 1)e a pleasant task to give more 
than a sketch of its moral and religious teachings. 

(a) The author's idea of God shows an interest- 
ing combination of Jewish piety and Greek philo- 
sophy, the former decidedly predominating. What 
Edersheim considered, on accountof its pantheistic 
ring, as a bold later addition of the younger Siracide, 
namely 43 :n ' We may speak much and yet come 
short : wherefore in sum Ac ?'* all ' (to ray i<rru> 
ai/ris), is found in and means nothing more than 
that God is to be found in all His work ; it does 
not deny His unity or personality, which is emphas- 
ized by the new reading in $ 42 ;I 'he is one from 
everlasting' {els instead of tm or ws or oi). God is 
the absolute Lord, the righteous judge, the wise 
ruler, rich in forbearance, though the full concep- 
tion of Divine fatherhood finds no expression 
(18 I0T -). 

(b) Of angels and demons there is scarcely any 
mention, quite in agreement with the Sadducean 
standpoint ; the central idea is the personified 
Wisdom, which is seen in nature and history, 
especially in the history of Israel, first of all in 
the Law. The prominence given to the Law, both 
its moral and ritual parts, is one of the features 
which distinguish Ben Sira from Proverbs, leading 
over to the later ltabbinism. But from the latter 
our author is far removed, especially in his attitude 
towards the heathen world. He does not despise 
it, like the Pharisees, nor does he expect any 



special manifestation of Jahweh for the benefit of 
His people or the conversion of the nations. As 
regards the individual, he speaks neither of the 
resurrection of the body nor of the immortality of 
the soul — aOavaaia occurs only in the glossed text 
19 1 * yyQvis 4vro\Qv Kvplov watStla fuqs, oi Si xoiovrra 
rd dpeara ai)r£ AQavaoias dirSpov Kap-rovrrai ; see on 
this point especially Schlatter, pp. 110, 176; — of 
death and Sheol he thinks like the psalmists. 

5. A much larger space is taken up in the book 
by the ethical and social teachings. Through their 
pointed form many of Ben Sira's sayings have 
remained popular. Much, of course, is to be 
taken cum grano salts ; to guard against mis- 
understanding, the glosses have been added in 
MSS like 248, 233. The author is 'generally 
acute, sometimes a little cynical, never pessimistic' 
(Toy, I.e. 1178). Most unfavourable is his judg- 
ment on the female sex (25 1Sff -) ; friendly is that on 
physicians (ch. 38) ; he does not despise wine and 
music. A great rflle is played by money matters 
and trade ; but almsgiving is the chief part of 
righteousness, and readiness to forgive is a primary 
condition of obtaining Divine forgiveness. In 
some of his precepts he comes near to those of the 
gospel ; the Golden Rule, however, does not occur. 
No wonder that this book was used in the Church, 
especially for instruction of the young, almost like 
a catechism of morals and religion (85th Can. 
Apost.), and that Augustine embodied so many of 
its sayings in his Speculum. In modern times 
one of the few attempts made in England to 
employ its teaching for religious instruction is 
the small selection published by E. J. Edwards, 
School Lessons from Ecclesiasticus (1853). It is to 
be hoped that, when the critical questions about 
the book are settled, it may gain in popularity. 

Note. — Use of the Book is the Christian Church— CL 
Daubney, The Use of the Apoer. in the Christian Church 
(London, 1900). For the use of Sirach in NT, he compares 
about 20 passages, e.g. Mt 6>« with 28*. 6« with 2912, 1«« with 
82 s *. On Lk 1" Bengcl quoted 48 10 and remarked : ' Minime 
proletarian) esse Siraeidte librum, convenientia eius cum angeli 
scrmone docet.' For the Epistle of James, J. B. Mayor (1887) 
collected thirty-two resemblances to Sirach. The question 
whether St. Paul did not quote from the Hebrew Sirach in 
1 Co 15*> has been raised by Miiller (' sum SirachproWem,* in 
the Orientalittiiicke Literatuneitung, June 1900). 

Early Christian writers made such extensive use of Wisdom, 
8irach, and Baruch that they appear more familiar with them 
than with several books of the NT. Allusions to Sirach may be 
discovered in Polycarp, i. («»•»); Didache, iv. 5 (4«); un- 
doubted quotations from Sirach occur in Barnabas, Tertullian, 
etc. ; Eusebius introduces a quotation from 82> by the formula : 

2i2«nutAa> Xfau4>«( vttpxyyiXfutri Bl'm hiMrxttn (Dem. Ep. I. i.). 

On the use made of Sirach in the Roman Church (Breviary and 
Missal) see W. Schenz, Einleitung in die Icanonischen Bucket 
dee alien Textamentet (Regensburg, 188', <09)- I" Britain, 
Alfred (t 1005) seems to have been the first writer to make any 
investigations touching the Canon, especially the two books 
Wisd. and Sirach, ' placed with Solomon's works as if he made 
them ; which for likeness of style and profitable use have gone 
for his ; but Jesus the Son of 8irach composed them . . . very 
large books and read in the church, of long custom, for much 
good instruction.' In the Prayer-Book of 1649 there were It 8 
daily lessons from the Apocrypha; that of 1562 had 110, that of 
1558 had 125. On the use of Sirach in the 'Homilies' see 
Daubney, p. 67 ; on that made by English divines, p 71 ft*. To 
Archbishop Whitgift (t 1604), who declared the Apocrypha ' Parte 
of the Bible,' and gave command for them to be bound up with 
the Bible, Drusius dedicated his edition of Sirach (1590> 

Literature. — Only a selection can be given. 1. Commen- 
taries : Camerarius, Drusius, Bretschneider (see p. 543), Grotiui 
(best edition: Hug. Grotii Annotatiorus in \"I\ curavit Geo. 
Jo. Lu.Vogel, Hals;, t iiL 1780, pp 63-236, 4to), Cornelius a Lapide 
(Antw. 1634 f. ; often, at last Paris, 1859 f.), Fritwhe (Hgf. 
exeg. Hdt>. zu den Apnkryphen, vol. iii. 1S59), E. C. Bissel 
{The Apocrypha, New York, 1880) ; the place of a Commentary is 
filled by the Notes in the Variorum Apocrypha, ed. by C. J. 
Ball (Eyre & Spottiswoode. no date); Edersheim (in Wace, 
' Apocrypha,' see p. 539 1 '). /tickler (in Strack-Z<ickler'8 Knf. Horn- 
mentar, 1891, weak in textual criticism), Ed. Reuss. hat Altt 
Testament iiberxetzt (vol. vL 1894, p. 2890.), Ryssel (in 'Die 
Apokrvphen und Pscudepigraphen des AT . . . ubersetit und 
herausgegeben von E. KautJwi-h,' i. 1000, pp. 230-475). 

2. Monographs : Tctens, Dinquinitiones generalc* in Sapun- 
tiam Jet. Sir., Haunim, 1779; B. G. Winer, Aa vtriutque 
Siracidoe cetate, Erlangen, 1332 ; H. Ewald, ' Ubcr dm grie- 
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thische Spruchbuch Jesus' des Sohnes Sirachs,' in Bibluche 
Jahrbucher, id. (1861; cf. Getchichte liraeU, Iv. 340 IT.) ; 
Vaibinger in SK, 1857, 9311. ; A. Geiger, ' VV'arum gehort Sirach 
zu den Apokryphen' (ZDMG acii. 11858] 536 IT.); Horowitz, 
' Das Buch Jesus Sirach,' in MonaUgchrift /iir Getchichte und 
Wietentiha/l de* Judent/iutnt, xiv. and separate (Breslau, 1865); 
H. Grdtx, 1 Die Sonne des Tobias, die Hellenisten und der 
Spruchdichter 8irach 1 (ib. 1872) ; A. Astier, Jntrod. au livre de 
r Ecclitimtique (Strassb. 1861); Merguet, Die Glaubem- und 
Sittenlehre det Buche* Jem* Sirach (Konigsberg, L, 1874 ; it., 
1901); Seligmann, Dan Buch der Weuheit de* Jem* Sokn de* 
Sirach (Jam/a ben Sira) in teinem VerhaltnU* zu den talomon- 
iechen Spriiehen und seiner hittoritchen Bedeutung (Breslau, 
1883) ; F. E. Daubanton, ' Het apokryphe boek 'In—v w«5 
2ifi+Z en de leertypedaarin vervat '(in 'l'heol. Studien, 1836-1887). 

3. On the m'iiieu of the Book : Dahne, DartUUung der 
judUch • alexandrini*chen Relitfiemsphilotophie. (1837); J. F. 
Bruch, Wei*heit*lehre der Hebrder (1851); Faure, La *ane**e 
divine, dan* la litterature didaetique de* Htbreux eX detJuif* 
(Montauban, Inaug. Diss. 1900, 73 pp.). 

4. On questions of textual criticism : B. Bend teen (see p. 646») ; 
E- G. Bengel (see p. 545>>) ; J. Fr. Gaab, De loci* quxbuudam 
sententiarum Jem Siracidce (Tubingie, 1799), and Vertio 
carminum quorundam Arabicorum . . . cum animad verriuni- 
bus ad tenlentia* Jem Siraaidve (Tub. 1810); Dyserinck, De 
Spreuken van Jem* den Zoon van Sirach (1870) ; Edw. Hatch, 
'On the text of Ecclesiasticus,' in Etxays in Biblical Greek, 
1889, pp. 246-282; Eb. Nestle, M arginalien (Tub. 1803, p. 48 ff.); 
Ph. Thielmann, 'Dielatt-inische Uebersetzungdes Buches Sirach,' 
in Archie fur lat. Lexikoyrap/tie, viii. 601-561 (1893), and 
4 Die europiuschen Bestandtheile des lateinischen Sirach ' (ib. ix. 
1896) ; H. Uerkenne, De. V'eteri* Latinos Eccleniatl ici capilibu* 
i.-xliii. Una cum notit ex eiutdem libri trantlationibu* 
eethiupiea, armeniaca, coptici*, latina altera, tyro-hexaplari 
deprompti* (Leipzig, 1899), and ' Die Textuberueferung des 
Hughes Sirach,' in Bibluche Studien, ed. Bardenhewer, vi. 1, 2 
(1901), 129 140; Norb. Peters, 'Die sahidiseh-koptische Ueber- 
■etzung des Buches Ecclesiasticus auf ihren wahrcn Werth fiir 
die Textkritik untersuchf (ib. iii. 3 11895)). 

6. On the Alphabet of Ben Sira cf. I. Low, Aramaitche 
Prtamennamen (Leipzig, 1881, pp. 2ff., 417).* 
6. Literature since the discover)' of the Hebrew texts : On the 

Kblieati'/n of the texts by 8chechter, Cowley-Neubauer (Suiend, 
vi), Schechter-Taylor, O. Margoliouth, I. Levi, E. N. Adler, 
Schechter, U aster, see above, p. 64ti b . The Expository Time*, 
vol. vii., has two, vol. viiL again two references to Sirach (p. 262, 
a review of Hogg on C-N), vol. ix. one, vol. x. seven, vol. xi. 
twentv-four such references (by the editor, KOnig, D. S. 
Margoliouth, S. 82he?hter, J. A. Sclbie, I. Abrahams, Eb. 
Nestle, C. Taylor, W. Bacher). The record of ' Theological and 
Semitic Literature for the year 1900,' published by Muss-Arnolt 
(Chicago, 1900), enumerates thirty papers, published (1900) in 
twenty -two different periodicals. See also JQR: Adler, 
Harkavy, D. 8. Margoliouth, Levi, Schechter, Tyler; HIS J : 
Bacher, Chajes, Lambert, Levi; ZATW : Bacher, Noldeke; 
RB : Condaiuin, Grimme, Tousard. Ed. Konig, in addition to 
his papers in the Expository Time*, which were published 
separately in German (Die Orujinalitut de* neulich entdeckten 
Sirachlextet), wrote in four other periodicals. Cf., further, in 
Muss-Arnolt, pp. 32-34, the names : Buhl, Flournoix, Halevy, 
HouUfma, Mechineaux, Noordtzij, Peters, Ryssel (in SK, 1900, 
3, 4, 1901, 1, 2, 4, a very careful comparison of lb with © and S, 
to be continued), Schlogl, Strauss, Wilson, Zenner. B. Baentsch, 
in Theol. Jahre*b. for 1900, notes 51 books or papers on Sirach. 

Even on the Strophic structure of Sirach several papers have 
been published bv H. Grimme (at first in RB, 1900-1901 ; then 
separately, Leipzig, Harrassowitz) ; by Norbert Peters (Theol. 
ituartal»chrifl. 1900, pp. 180-193) ; t by Nivard Schlogl in ZDMO 
liii. (Ia0»),pp. 639-«82, and Eccleiiaeticu* (39' 2-49»«) ope arti* crit. 
et metr. in formam originalem redactut, Wien, 1901, xxxv. 72, 4 to. 

It will be a long time before all the questions connected with 
Sirach are settled and a critical edition becomes possible 

Eb. Nestle. 

SIRAH, The Well of (wpn -ra ; BA rb <f>pia P rod 
Xttipdn, Luc. Zf tipa). — The place at which Joab's 
messengers overtook Abner, and brought him back 
to Hebron, where he was assassinated by Joab (2 S 
3* ; Jos. Ant. vii. i. 5, Brpipd). It lay on the road 
from Hebron to Jerusalem, and is now probably 
'A in Sdrah, near Hebron, the * spring ' faro) having 
taken the place of the ' well ' (Mr). The spring 
flows from a spout into a small tank, and stands 
back from the road in a little alley with walls of 
dry stone on either side (1'EF Mem. iii. 314). 

C. W. Wilson. 

BIRION (pip in Dt 3 9 ; p-|7 MT and Baer, but 
Mich, ji*"'?', in Ps 29'). — The name said to be given 

* Nebuchadnezzar wishes to know whether Ben Sira is a 
prophet, and asks of him the numlwr of trees in the royal 
gardens. Ben Sira answers that there are thirty kinds : of ten 
the whole fruit may be eaten ; of ten the kernel ; of ten the 
outer parts. Low gives the list, which is found also in the 
Bundehejih, on the basis of five texts. 

t A great work on Sirach by Norbert Peters is advertised for 
XHui by Herder of Freiburg. 



by the Zidonians to M r. Hermon, Dt 3 9 (Zwt«fy>). 
Like Sen ik, it may have originally been the desig- 
nation of a particular part of the mountain. In 
Ps 2i> 8 , where Sirion i6 coupled with Lebanon, the 
LXX (confusing with \ny Jeshurun ; cf. its render- 
ing in Dt 32" 33 s - Is 44 a ) reads 6 TjyaTrjuinos. 

SISERA («n?'P ; 2€«rapa, meaning doubtful ; cf. 
Assyr., sasitr 'progeny,' — Sayce, Hibbert Lccts. 373. 
Ball, Light from tlic East, s.v., gives the Assyr. 
form sisseru, seseru, 'child.' Moore, Judges, 112, 
thinks that the name is not Semitic, and compares 
Hittite names ending in -sira, Htasira, Manrasira, 
etc., — W. Max Miiller, Asien «. Europa, 332). — 
i. Jg 4 and 5, 1 S 12 8 , Ps 83". The history of 
Sisera is told in a poetic ( Jg 5) and a prose form 
(Jg 4). In the main particulars both agree, but 
they differ considerably on some important points. 
The Song of Deborah, as being nearer in date to 
the events recorded, must be treated as the more 
authentic, source. (1) In 4*-' a Jabin, king of Hazor, 
is introduced into the history of Sisera. He is not 
mentioned in ch. 0, he takes no part in the battle, 
and his city Hazor, if =Merj Hudire (or near it), a 
little S. of Kedesh and W. of the lake of UuJch, 
is far away from the scene of the conflict, and 
brings impossible situations into the narrative. 
Sisera is throughout the actual and independent 
leader ; his forces are hi» own (cf. 4 13 with 4 s ) ; to 
slay him is to carry off the honours of the light 
(4 9 ). This Jabin- tradition is of the same charac- 
ter as the fragments preserved in Jg 1, and forms 
the basis of the history in Jos ll 1 -" [JE]. How it 
came to be combined with the Sisera-tradition is 
not clear ; perhaps because both were concerned 
with fighting in Upper Palestine, and because 
the northern tribes and Canaanites were the com- 
batants in both cases.* The combination must be 
earlier than the work of the redactor (4>-»» 
i*». a. w |, provided the narrative with an intro- 
duction and conclusion (vv. M - m -), and gave Jabin, 
who is called merely king of Hazor in v. 17 , the un- 
historical title of 'King of Canaan' (4 3 -' J3U ). It is 
noticeable that 1 S 12" and Ps 83* imply the com- 
bination of the Jabin- and Sisera-traditions. (2) 
In order to harmonize these, Sisera had to be made 
the general of Jabin's army (4 a - 7 ) ; and this must 
have been done liefore the redactor dealt with the 
narrative. (3) The campaign is on a larger scale 
in ch. 5 than in ch. 4. In the former Sisera appears 
at the head of a federation of Cnnaanite kings 
(5 19 ), and attacks the six tribes liordering on the 
Central Plain. In ch. 4 only Naphtali and Zebu- 
lun are engaged (v. 8 ) ; the mention of these two 
tribes only and of Kedesh their headquarters (v. 10 ) 
was probably an element in the Jabin-story. (4) 
The scene of the battle in 5 19 is the left bank of 
the Kishon ; this implies that Barak advanced 
against Sisera from the S.W. and fell upon him 
from the Carmel range. In 4 13 - M Barak attacks 
the Canaanites from Mt. Tabor, and the battle 
apparently takes place at its foot. (5) The accounts 
of Sisera's murder present a striking divergence. 
In ch. 5 Jael, by an ingenious stratagem, kills him 
with a tent-mallet while he is standing and drink- 
ing out of a deep bowl ; in ch. 4 she hammers a 
tent-peg through his temples while he lies asleep 
in her tent. Some explain this divergence as a 
prosaic misunderstanding of the parallelism of 
5 1 * (so Wellhausen, Composition 222 ; Robertson 
Smith, OTJC 2 132), but it is more likely to be due 
to a different tradition. One important detail is 
preserved in ch. 4 alone— that Sisera's stronghold 
was Harosheth hag-goyim (4-- 13tf -). This place has 
been plausibly identified with cl-Hurii/thjeh, on 

* Budde (Richter u. Samuel, 69) thinks that the person of 
Barak was the link which connected the two, and that tradi- 
tion ascribed both victories to hint (cf. Jos. A nt. y. v. 4). 
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the right hank of the Kishon, commanding the 
rood from the Central Plain to the sea. Perhaps 
411. 16 imply that Harosheth was at some distance 
from the battlefield ; so the identification cannot 
be called certain, and the resemblance of the 
names, though philological ly correct, may be ac- 
cidental (see Buhl, GAP 214). See arts. Deborah 
and Jabin. 

2. A family of the Nethinim, Ezr 2 s3 (B om., A 
2<re/»d, Luc. Ztaapd), Neb 7 W lB ZtaupdO, A Zt<riap&0, 

Luc. om.). G. A. Cooke. 

SISINNES (Ztflvrtp).— The governor {(vapxoi) of 
Code-Syria and Phcenieia under Darius, and a 
contemporary of Zerub., 1 Es 6 s - 7 - 27 7'. In Ezr 5 8 , 
etc., he is called Tattexai, ' the governor (.1119) be- 
yond the river,' i.e. satrap of the whole of Syria 
west of the Euphrates. 

8ISMAI (<??p; BA Zoaonat, Luc. Zaaane[).~A 
Jerahmeelite, 1 Ch 2*°. 

SISTER.— See Family. 

BITH. — The Anglo-Sax. prep, sith. (originally an 
adverb = * after ') with the pron. dam = them, formed 
siththnn 'after that' ( = CJer. seitdem). Then 
sit ht hun was contracted to sithtn, which again 
became sometimes sith a*hd sometimes sin. The 
adv. siiliix s being added to sithcn gave middle 
Eng. sithtns, afterwards spelt sithence to keep the 
* sharp in pronunciation, like pence for pens, dice 
for dies ; and this was contracted to since, the 
contraction being helped by the form sin. ' Sith ' 
was used as a prep., an adv., or a conjunction. 
Thus as adv., Wye. Works, iii. 114, 1 Ffyret they 
trow in the Ffadyr, for he ys fyrst persone ; aftyr 
they trow in Jesus Crist, be dy vers artyclys ; and 
sytthe they trow in the Holy Gost'; as prep., 
Knox, Works, iii. 278, ' Transubstuntiation, the 
byrde that the Devel hatched by Pope Nicolas, 
and sythe that time fostered and nurryshed by al 
his children'; and as conj., Berner, Froissart, 
Pref., 'Among all other I read diligently the four 
volumes or books of sir John Froissart of the 
country of Hainault, written in the French tongue, 
which I judged commodious, necessary and profit- 
able to be had in English, sith they treat of the 
famous acts done in our parts.' 

'Sith' occurs in AV 1611 in Jer 15 7 23 M , Ezk 
35 « i Zec 410^^ 2 Es 7 M , and Ko 5 I — Ita * > and 
'sithence' in 2 Es 10 14 . As early as 1616 ' sith- 
ence' was changed into 'since,' and 'sith' was 
in time changed (by Paris or Blayney) into the 
same mod. form in all places except Ezk 35", Ko 
5 h - d . For ' sithence ' cf. Lk 20 33 [them. ' In the 
resurrection therefore, whose wife shal she be 
of them ? sithens the seven had her to wife.' 
' Sith ' often occurs in the Psalms in metre, viz. 
16* 22 s 31* 33 21 50" (both versions) 73 10 86 s 109 21 
119 48 , always as a conjunction. J. Hastings. 

8ITHRI (Tip ; B Ztyptl, A ZtOptt, Luc. Zerpl).— A 
grandson of Kohath, Ex 6~ (P). 

SITNAH (n-^i? « enmity' ; 'ExOpia ; Iiumicitice).— 
The second well dug by the servants of Isaac, and 
for which they strove with the herdmen of Gerar 
(Gn 26'-"). The name of the well is derived by J 
from the disputes over its construction. The site 
is unknown, but it is supposed to have been in the 
valley of Gerar, though this is not distinctly 
stated in the narrative. Palmer (PEFHt, 1871, 
p. 35) finds a reminiscence of the name in Shntnct 
er linhdbh, a small valley near liuh:il>eh (Reho- 
both). Riehni (II WB) api>arently means the same 
place, which he calls Wudy esh-Shetcin. 

C. VV. Wilson. 



BIYAN (n'P).— The third month, according to the 
later (Babylonian) mode of reckoning. See Time. 

SKILL. — Skill comes from a Scand. root meaning 
to separate, discern, and means discernment, under- 
standing. The verb to skill, i.e. to discern or 
understand, has now gone out of use, but occurs in 
AV in 1 K 5 9 'There is not among us any that 
can skill (so RV, Amer. RV ' knoweth how ') to 
hew timber,' 2 Ch 2 7 - 8 (all in; to know), and 2 Ch 
34 la 'all that could skill of (Amer. RV 'were 
skilful with') instruments of musick' (p?n to 
be skilled in, Hiphil of pj to separate, under- 
stand). Cf. Milton, Areopag. (Hales' ed. p. 39), 
4 A wealthy man addicted to his pleasure and to 
his profits finds Religion to be a traftick so entangl'd 
and of so many piddling accounts, that of all 
mysteries he cannot skill to keep a stock going 
upon that trade ' ; Elyot, Govemour, ii. 181, 
' Whether he be a gentyll man or yoman, a ryche 
man or a poore, if he sitte nat suerly and can skill 
of ridynge, the horse casteth him quickely ' ; and 
Lk 12 86 Tind. ' Ypocrites, ye can skyll of the 
fassion of the erth and of the skye.' 

J. Hastings. 

SKULL, PLACE OF A.— See Golgotha. 

SLANDER or EYIL-SPEAKING (noun nyt, from 
[333] ' glide ' ; verbs [fl? 1 )], lit. ' use the tongue ' ; 
Vj-j, lit. 'slink about,' and other roots. Greek 
p\cur<f>r)fji{w, 'speak injuriously'; adj. and subst. 
p\d<x<pr}fiot ; subst. pXatr^nfftla ; 8ia(id\\u, ' throw 
over,' ' slander ' ; BtdfioXoi, adj., and subst. 6 6ta/foXos 
= TP9' , 3)- — This sin, of which the tongue is the organ 
(Pr 18", Ja 3 8 - *), springs from the heart, as the 
seat of inner life (Sit 12**- * 15" Mk 7 s1 , Lk 6*»). 
As a rule, its mental feature is falsehood (Pt 10 u 
12 17 14 s - ») and its emotional hate (1 P 2 1 ) ; but even 
truth may be circulated from motives of malice, 
and falsehood may be told simply from a perverse 
pleasure in lying. Hence all tale-bearing, whether 
false and ill-tempered or not, is blameworthy and 
injurious (Lv 19' 6 , Pr 11" 26 s0 18 8 , Ezk 22»). 
Against slander and evil - speaking, from which 
arises much strife (Pr 16* 7 " 30 30'°), warnings abound 
in the OT (Ps 34 ,a , Pr 15» 30° 24») as in the NT 
(Eph 4», Col 3 8 , Ja 4", 1 P 3"), and threats of 
punishment are not wanting, alike from God (Ps 
50 19 Sa 109* 140", Pr 8 ,s 21*) and from man (Ps 101*. 
Pr 19 s ; cf. Ro 3 8 ). Slander is a sign of moral 
corruption (Jer 6 W 9\ 2 Ti 3 s ). As angels abstain 
from all reviling (2 P 2 U , Jude 8 ), so proneness to 
slander is regarded as disqualifying for citizenship 
in the Hebrew commonwealth (Ps 15 s 24 4 ) and for 
membership or office in the Christian Church 
(Tit 2 s , 1 Ti 3 11 ). Instances of slander are recorded 
(2 S 19 27 , Dn 3 8 , Neh 6 ,s , Ezr 4 s ) against persons, 
and even against a land (Nu 13^ 14 s *). Among 
other forms of persecution to which the pious in 
Israel were exposed was slander (Ps 31 1S 41 s 27 u 
35 u , Jer 20 ,H ), from which also the members of the 
Christian Church (1 P 2" 4*), and especially the 
apostles, suffered (Ac 19* 24" 28*, 2 Co 6 8 ), even as 
Christ Himself did (Lk 2", Mk 9», Mt ll 19 ), and 
as He foretold that they would (Mt 5", Lk 6 21 ). 
Christians are warned to give no occasion for it 
(Tit 2 s 3 4 , 1 P 3 16 ), as thereby they may bring 
discredit on the gospel and the Church (Ro 14 16 ; 
cf. Ro 2", 2 P 2*, Tit 2 s , 1 Ti 6 1 ). Among charges 
later brought against them falsely M-ere cannibal- 
ism, incest, atheism, hatred of human race, licen- 
tious orgies. When suffering from such slander 
innocently, they are urged to bear with patience 
(1 P 3»; cf. 1 Co 4") even as Christ did (1 P 2°; 
cf. Mt 27*', Mk 15 82 , Ju 9 a8 ), and even to rejoice 
therein ( 1 P 4 14 ). 

False witness is but slander carried into a court 
of justice, and against this sin t>he ninth command- 



Digitized by Google 



SLAVE, SLAVERY 



SMYRNA 



553 



ment is directed (Ex 20 18 ; cf. 23\ Dt 5*). Its 
prevalence in the East (Ezr 4 8 , Lk 3 14 19 8 ) necessi- 
tated great severity in punishing it, and in the 
Pentateuch the law ot retaliation is literally 
enforced regarding it (Dt 19 18 " 19 ). To avoid mis- 
carriage of justice, the testimony of one person 
was not accepted as sufficient by the Jewish law 
(Nu 35 30 , Dt 17* I9 ls ), and this rule was adopted in 
the Christian Church (2 Co 13 1 , 1 Ti5 18 ; cf. Mt 18'«). 
When the charge involved a death sentence, the 
witnesses had to be first in carrying it out (Dt 17 7 ; 
cf. Ac 7 M ). Yet false witnesses could be found 
(Dn6«, IK 21 10 ), as against Jesus (Mt 26 MW , 
Mk 14»-"), Stephen (Ac 6 1 ""), and Paul (Ac 24"). 

The heinousness of slander is shown by the use 
of the same Gr. word in NT for sins of speech 
against God and man (Mt 27 w , Lk 23* 1 22", Ac 13" 
18 s 26", 1 Ti 1* Tit 3», Ja 2 7 ) ; by our Lord's 
warning about the unpardonable sin (Mt 12 31 , 
Mk 3*", Lk 12 w ) ; and by the name 6 Bi&poXos, given 
to the spirit of evil, who is represented as playing 
the part of slanderer against Job (Job l 9 " 11 ), Joshua 
the high priest (Zee 3 1 ), and Christians (Rev 12 lu ). 

A. E. Gaevie. 

SLAVE, SLAVERY.— See SERVANT. 

SLAVONIC VERSIONS.— See VERSIONS. 

SLEIGHT.— Eph 4" ' By the sleight of men' (Jr 
ttj KvBelq. [Tisch. WH Kvfiiq.] r&v irdpdnruv, lit. 'by 
the dice-playing of men,' from <ci5/3oi, a cube, die). 
Tindale translates ' by the wylynes of men,' which 
is the meaning of Av ' sleight.' It is of the same 
root as ' sly,' as if for slyth — ' slyness.' Cf. Ridley, 
Works, 31, 'The sleights and shifts which craft 
and wit can invent ' ; Tymme's Calvin's Genesis, 
669, ' Nowe, seeing a lye is damnable of it selfe, 
therein she sinned the more, that she durst use 
such deceiveable slightes in so holy a matter.' 
But the word properly means a device, and may 
be used in a good sense, as Udall's Erasmus' 
Paraph, i. 106, ' If this inveneion and sleight be 
brought unto your presidente, we will perswade 
hym, and deliver you from all daunger of this 
matter'; Elyot, Govemour, i. 173, 'It hath ben 
sene that the waiker persone by the sleight of 
wrastlyng, hath overthrowen the strenger. We 
still have the phrase 'sleight of hand.' 

The adverb sleightly is used in the Preface to 
AV, ' Now, when the father of their Church, who 
gladly would heale the soare of the daughter of his 
people softly and sleightly, and make the best of 
it, hndeth so great fault with them for their oddes 
and jarring, we hope the children have no great 
cause to vaunt of their uniformitie.' 

There is no connexion either in origin or mean- 
ing with 'slight,' 'slightly,' which means originally 
* flat,' ' smooth.' " J. HASTINGS. 

SLIME.- -See Bitumen and Mortar. 

BLINO (!r)p. held, <r<jt€v&6i>r)). — A weapon used by 
the Hebrews, Egyptians, Assyrians, and other 
Eastern nations, from whom it passed over to the 
later Greeks. During the l>est days of Rome, 
slingers appeared only among the foreign auxili- 
aries — Greek, Syrian, and African. We know 
nothing definite concerning the form of the Hebrew 
sling, but on the Assyr. reliefs slings are shown, 
made of two thongs, one of which was doubtless 
released in the act of discharging the stone. The 
hollow in which the stone was placed was called the 
hand (»]3 kaph, 'the bent hand'). Smooth stones 
(1 S 17*°, Job.41 28 * 2 "')* were used by the Hebrews, 
stones or leaden bullets (fio\vfi5lSes) by the Roman 
auxiliaries, as missiles. Slings were employed in 

• Cf. 'Teretes lapidea de funda vel fustibalo destinati' (Vege- 
tins, L 16). 



attacking fortresses (2 K 3 i8 , 1 Mac 6"). Among 
the Israelites the Benjamite lelt-handed slingers 
were famous (Jg 20 18 , 1 Ch 12*) ; David the Judiean 
appears as a slinger only in his contest with 
Goliath (1 S 17**, Sir 47 4 ). From the prominence 
given to David's 'start*' in 1 S 17* 0- it is not 
improbable that his 'slin«' was mounted on a start'; 
the weapon may in fact nave been that described 
by Vegetius, iii. 14, ' Fustibalus fustis est longus 
pedibus quattuor, cui per medium ligatur funda 
de corio, et utraque uianu impulsus prope ad instar 
onagri (a powerful military engine) dirigit saxa.' 
The 'sling' of v.*° is a gloss on 'start,' just as 
' scrip ' is a gloss on ' shepherd's bag.' The sling- 
stones might he' carried either in a bag (so David, 
1 S 17*) or in the bosom of the outer garment (so 
the Roman slingers). Abigail (1 S 25^) predicts 
that God will take the lives of David's enemies 
out of the bag or purse (""n? ?£ror) in which He 
holds the lives of men, and will ' sling them out,' 
i.e. cast them away. In Zee 9 U hailstones are 
spoken of as God's slingstones (tr. ' and [His] 
slingstones shall devour and subdue'; cf. v. 14 
' His arrow shall go forth as the lightning '). On 
the difficult verse Pr 26" ' As he that bindeth a 
stone in a sling' (nyjnip margtinah), see Toy in 
Internal. Crit. Comm. and RV ('a heap of stones'). 

W. Emkry Barnes. 

SMITH. — eni? an artificer, a workman, I S 13", 
Is 54 16 ; Snji eht} a smith (lit. a worker in iron), Is 
44" ; i!7P (lit. locksmith ?) 2 K 24 14 - », Jer 24' 29*. 
The name smith is common to several metal 
workers : the goldsmith, the silversmith, the copper- 
smith, and the ironsmith. The most important of 
these in ancient times was the coppersmith. Though 
iron seems to have been known at a very early 
period, it did not come into common use. Copper, 
being more easily worked, was the universal metal 
for tools, arms, and all kinds of utensils. Alloyed 
with tin it became hard, and was capable of taking 
a sharp edge : thus it was suitable for Knives, swords, 
spears, axes, etc. The coppersmith is still a very 
important workman in Syria, for almost all domestic 
utensils are made of that metal. Pans, pots, trays, 
caldrons for- boiling the grape juice, are made of 
copper. The goldsmith and silversmith are next 
in importance, and their methods of working are 
almost the same as the pictures on the tombs in 
Egypt show to have been followed by the ancient 
Egyptians. The silversmith is usually also the 
tinsmith of a Lebanon village. 

Iron ore of the very best quality is abundant in 
the Lebanon range, and has been worked for ages 
by the smiths. The forests around supplied the 
fuel, and the iron obtained was similar to what is 
known as Swedish iron. It was probably from 
this iron that the smiths of Damascus made their 
famous steel. Nearly every village in Syria has its 
smith, whose business it is to make and repair 
ploughs, pickaxes, hoes, and the tools for the 
masons and carpenters. He makes shoes also for 
horses, mules, donkeys, and for the oxen used for 
ploughing. The fuel of the smith is charcoal, and 
two very large circular bellows keep up a steady 
blast. Smiths in ancient as well as in modern times 
were noted for the strength of their arms, Is 44 ia . 

The discovery of the smith's art is ascribed in Gn 
4 W (J) to Tubal-cain (which see) the son of Lantech 
(see Dillniann, ad loc., and Benzinger, Ilcb. Arch. 
214). A smith at work is graphically portrayed in 
Sir 38 s8 . W. Carslaw. 

SMYRNA (2M"'p-" a ) was an ancient city in the 
west of Asia Minor, situated at the head of a gulf 
which runs up about 30 miles into the country. 
It was at first a colony of Aeolic Greeks, but was 
taken by an attack from the Ionian colony of 
Colophon and transformed into an Ionian city. 
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The original Aeolic and Ionian Smyrna was cap- 
tured by the Lydians, who broke up its constitu- 
tion as a Greek city about the end of the 7th cent. 
B.c. ; and it existed as a mere Oriental town or 
series of villages for more than three ^centuries, 
till Lysimachus (301-281) refounded it as a Greek 
city, in a new situation about 3 miles south- 
west from the ancient site. It has continued ever 
since an unbroken history as one of the greatest 
cities of Asia. 

Smyrna waa a faithful ally of Rome, from the time when the 
great Italian republic began to interfere in the affairs of the 
East, choosing that side before Rome had become all-powerful, 
and remained true to it even during the Hithridatic wars, when 
a Smyrmean assembly, hearing of the distressed condition of 
Sulla's army, stripped off their own clothes and sent them to 
clothe the soldiers ; and it was accordingly favoured in the 
Roman policy, though it suffered during the Civil War after 
the death of Catsar. That early appreciation of the value of 
the Roman alliance was undoubtedly due to the position of 
Smyrna as a great trading city : the exact circumstances are 
unknown to us, but Smyrna must have been as early as B.C. 200 
brought into such relations with the general Mediterranean 
trade that its interest lay in supporting Rome against Carthage 
and the allied Seleucid kings of Syria, and against Rhodes 
(Just as the old friendship of Massilia and Rome wag due to 
their common dread of the competition of Carthaginian mer- 
chant*). 

Smyrna was the port at the end of one of the great roads 
leading from the inner country, Phrygio, Oalatia, etc., across 
Lydia towards the west. It was also the harbour for the whole 
trade of the fertile Hermus Valley, and was probably hardly 
second even to Ephesus as an exporting city. lt« great 
wealth is attested by its abundant coinage. It was the chief 
city of a conventus, and was one of those cities that were 
dignified with the title of metropolis. It vied with Pergamus 
and Ephesus for the title of 1 First (city) of Asia ' (vfinti 
"Ar.«() ; and the contests between the three great cities were 
carried to a great height, as each invented new titles for itself 
or appropriated the titles of the other. In one case, at 
least, their jealous rivalry led to an appeal to the imperial 
decision. 

In a.d. 23 the cities of Asia obtained permission to found a 
temple in honour of Tiberius and his mother Julia Augusta, 
and in 26 several contended for the privilege of having the 
temple within their walls. The pleadings of the different 
cities which claimed that honour throw considerable light on 
the state of the great Asian cities under the early Roman 
emperors, though only a very brief report has been preserved 
by Tacitus (Annals, iv. 66, 50). The claim of Pergamum was 
rejected because it already had the temple dedicated by the 
province to Augustus : that of Ephesus because it was sufficiently 
weighted by the worship antl the temple of Artemis : that of 
Laodicea, Tralles, etc., because they were not sufficiently great. 
Halicarnas8us was carefully considered, but at last the choice 
lay between Sardis and Smyrna. Sardis relied especially on 
its post history, and quoted, amidst other evidence on its side, 
a decree passed in its honour by the twelve ancient Etruscan 
cities. But the Smyrnajons could appeal to their faithful 
friendship and alliance with Rome ; and they mentioned that 
they hod dedicated a temple to the goddess Rome in b.c 195, 
before the eastern cities had learned by experience that Rome 
was the one supreme power in the world. The claim of 
Smyrna was preferred to that of Sardis, thus marking the 
superior dignity of the former in the province. The temple 
was erected by the provincial council (see Asiakcii) in Smyrna, 
which henceforward could claim the Imperial Neokorate, i.e. 
the title of temple-warden (nixefci) of the emperors. The title 
was not so much prized in the 1st cent. ; and the earliest proof 
that Smyrna had assumed it is in a.d. 98-102. A second and 
a third Neokorate were afterwards granted to Smyrna (as to 
Pergamum and Ephesus) — the second by Hadrian (though not 
mentioned on coins till the reign of his successor Pius), the 
third by Severus towards the end of his reign (along with the 
same compliment to Ephesus) 

In the Roman time Smyrna was perhaps the most 
brilliant and splendid of the cities of Asia. No 
other city of the province could vie with it for the 
handsomeness of its streets, the excellence of the 
paving, and the skill with which it was laid out in 
rectangular blocks ; but it was badly drained, and 
the streets were liable to be flooded in rain. It 
stretched along the southern shore of the gulf, not 
far from its eastern extremity. On the west a hill 
which overhangs the sea was enclosed within its 
walls ; and on the south a still loftier elevation 
called Pagos, 'the hill,'* 460 ft. high, served as its 

• Pagos is, indubitably, an ancient name ; but the hill appears 
also to have had the special name Mastusia, alluding to its 
shape as scon from the sea (though the likeness to a breast is 
seen to be illusory when one goes round it, or ascends). 



acropolis, and afforded a strong line of defence for 
the walls of Lysimachus. The modern city stretches 
beyond the ancient walls on the east side, but 
leaves out part of the ancient city on the west. 
On the lower ground west from Pagos, about 
the south-western extremity of the city, was the 
' Ephesian Gate,' whence issued the ancient road 
to Metropolis, Ephesus, and the south generally. 

Another gate near the modern station of the 
Hermus Valley Railway is still called the Black 
Gate (Kara Kapu). The most splendid street in 
ancient Smyrna was called the Golden Street ; it 
led perhaps from the temple of Zeus on the hill 
over the sea to the temple of Cybele on the hillock 
east from Smyrna called Tepejik (if, as is probable, 
the temple stood there), issuing from the city prob- 
ably through Kara Kapu. 

Ihere was, in addition to the moo ring-ground in 
the open gulf, an inner harbour nearly land-locked, 
which was sufficiently commodious for ancient 
vessels. It was iu the heart of the modern city ; 
and the Bazaars now occupy part of its area. In 
A.D. 1402 the entrance to it was blocked by Tamer- 
lane with a mole, to facilitate his assault on the 
stronghold of the Rhodian Knights beside the sea. 
Even before that, it had probably been a good deal 
neglected in the troubles and the weak govern- 
ment that prevailed for centuries ; and afterwards 
under Turkish rule the harbour became more and 
more choked up, till in the 18th century it finally 
disappeared. 

Smyrna has suffered much from earthquakes. A 
severe one occurred in A.D. 180, and great shocks 
seem often to be felt in the latter part of a century. 
The last was in 1880. 

There was no specially famous cultus at Smyrna. The ' Mother 
of Sipylos' was worshipped in a great temple, which probably 
stood on the already mentioned mound outside the city on the 
east side ; the priestess of the goddess in front of the citj 
UftrcXiu:) is mentioned in an inscription ; and the Meter <$/<y> 
lene is a common type and legend on the coins of Smyrna. 
But her cultus was common to other cities round Mt. Sipylos, 
and the Smyrnasan worship did not become famous and im- 
portant like those of Ephesus, Magnesia, etc. The temple of 
the Nemeseis, or Fates, and a Hieron of the KUdones, in which 
divination was practised from chance words or phrases or act*, 
are mentioned ; but it seems very probable that those two 
foundations may have been only a single holy place. According 
to the legend, the two Nemeseis had appeared to Alexander the 
Great in a dream, and ordered him to rebuild Smyrna. In 
Smyrna alone was the ordinary singular conception of Nemesis 
doubled as a pair of divine figures. 

Smyrna was one of the cities claiming to be the birthplace 
of Homer. The poet is often represented on its coins ; and 
there was a building in or near the city, called the Uomereittn, 
Tradition connected him with the sacred river, called Meles. 
The descriptions of the river by Aelius Aristides, and its sacred 
character, show that it was not any of the varying streams, 
dry in summer and torrents in the rainy season, which have 
been identified by different authorities as the Meles (especially 
the stream on the eastern skirts of the modern city, crossed 
by Caravan Bridge on the great road leading to the east \ The 
Meles was the unvarying stream rising in the splendid sacred 
springs called Diana's Bath, more than a mile east from Cara- 
van Bridge, and flowing in a steady uniform stream through 
a partly artificial channel (as Aristides says) into the gulf. 
The whole character of the localities, both springs and 
channel, has been changed by modern engineering operations. 

The Church of Smyrna has had an honourable 
history. The message sent to it among the letters 
to the seven Churches, Rev 2 and 3, is more uni- 
formly laudatory than those sent to the other 
Churches ; even Philadelphia is hardly praised so 
highly as Smyrna, and the others are all blamed 
in varying degrees. But the Smynuean Church 
was apparently kept pure by continual suffering : 
the Cliurch was poor and oppressed : it was not 
exposed to the dangers of riches, but was rich 
spiritually. The Jews of Smyrna are described 
as bitterly hostile. Few or none of them seem to 
have adopted Christianity, and they are described 
as not being really Jews, but merely a synagogue 
of Satan. This probably means both ( 1 ) that the 
Gentile Church of Smyrna represents the true 
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stock of Abraham, while the Jews say they are 
Jews, claiming the name, but losing the reality 
of Jewish inheritance ; and (2) that the Jews in 
the city had given way to the temptations of 
luxury and civilization, and degenerated from 
Jewish purity and religion. It is an interesting 
point that, in an inscription of the 2nd century 
(67./ 3148), we tind mentioned as one of the classes 
of the population ' the erstwhile Jews ' (ol xori 
'lovSaioi), an enigmatic phrase which probably 
means ' those who formerly were the nation of 
the Jews, but who have lost the legal standing 
of a separate people and are now merged in the 
numerous class of resident strangers, sprung from 
various parts of the empire.' * 

In the popular outburst which led to the martyr- 
•dom of Poly carp, bishop of Smyrna in A.D. 155,+ 
the Jews are described as pluying a prominent 
part. The Asiarch I'hilippus, who was presiding 
at the games (which therefore must have been those 
called Koivd. 'Aalas, celebrated by the provincial 
council called the Kouwn, and held at the various 
metropoleis in turn), was very unwilling to authorize 
the deed, and without his permission it could not 
have been carried out in the stadium on the occa- 
sion of the games ; but the popular clamour con- 
strained him. The Jews were active also in fetching 
and arranging the wood to burn the aged bishop. 
The view that the Jews of Smyrna are described 
in the Ajwcalypse as degenerate from the pure 
religion of their race seems to be conlirmed, when 
we observe that Polycarp's martyrdom occurred 
on a Saturday afternoon, and the Jews, who were 
so active against him, must have appeared in the 
stadium at games which should have been an 
abomination to them on the Sabbath day. 

It is a noteworthy coincidence, which may be 
intentional, that the Divine Sender of the message 
to Smyrna, the city which had been destroyed 
and after 340 years refounded, calls himself ' the 
first and the last, which was dead and lived again.' 
The various titles which the Sender of the messages 
to the Seven Asian cities assumes in each case 
have sometimes at least an obvious relation to the 
circumstances of the city to which the message is 
addressed : that is evidently the case at TlIYATIRA, 
and may be in other cases, though we cannot trace 
the relation. Here, however, it seems very clear. 
That, of course, is not inconsistent with the equally 
obvious relation of the title to the immediate cir- 
cumstances of the Smyrnsean Christians as de- 
scribed in Rev 2 10 - 11 'Fear not the thing which 
thou art about to suffer ; behold, assuredly, the 
devil is about to cast some of you into prison that 
ye may be tried ; and ye shall have tribulation 
for a term of ten days [i.e. a time not unlimited, 
but with an end fixed]. Be thou faithful unto 
death ; and I will give thee the garland of life 
[i.Cf the prize which consists in life]. As your 
city was destroyed, and lived again more glorious 
than before, so I who died and lived again will 
give to thee [each individual Christian is singled 
out and addressed], if thou be true to death, the 
reward of the true life (rij» fwr}s)>' 

On the other hand, it seems highly improbable that there is 
here intended any 'allusion to the ritual of the pagan mysteries 
which prevailed in that city ' (as is suggested by Rev. J. 
AV. Blakeslev in Smith's DD iii. p. 1336) : ' the story ol the 
violent death and reviviscence of Dionysos ' was not specially 
characteristic of Smyrna, or likely to lie specially familiar to 
the Sroyrnman Christians. It seems quite unnatural that the 

* See Mommsen in // intoriuhe Zeittehr. xxvlii. p. 417. The 
meaning ' who were once Jews, but have abandoned their re- 
ligion,' stems quite impossible : renegade Jews would not be 
called so in on inscription which mentions them in a compli- 
mentary way. 

1 The d;ite, as fixed by Woddington, is nearly, but not abso- 
lutely, certain. Harnack considers Woddington s reasoning to 
be entirely erroneous, but accepts the date on different grounds 
ipknmoL'der altehrUtl. Lilt. i. pp. 366, 721). 



Divine Sender of the message should be represented in a 
character designed to recall that of Dionysos. 

It is probable that the writer had in his mind the prize of 
victory (as in the Ureek games), when he spoke ot the ' garland 
of life.' It is indeed quite out of keeping with his usual custom 
to take a metaphor from such a source : be was not, like St. 
Paul, brought up in Greek surroundings and accustomed to 
draw his illustrations from the social life of the Ureek cities. 
But that special metaphor had entered so completely into 
current language that the writer was hardly conscious of its 
source : he was probably thinking more of St. Paul's garland of 
righteousness (2 Ti 4 8 X St. Peter's garland of glory (1 P 6<X and 
above all St. James's garland of lite * (l 1 *), than of the athlete's 
garland. At the same time it is possible, and even probable, 
that another pagan usage was also in his mind. The worship- 
per, while engaged in the service of a deity, wore a garland of 
the kind sacred to that deity,— myrtle in the sen ice of Aphro- 
dite, ivy in that of Dionysos, wild olive in that of Zeus Olympius 
(out of which, indeed, developed the victor's garland in the 
Olympian games), and so on. The meaning then would be : 
' Be thou faithful to death, and I will give thee the garland of 
my service, which is of life.' Yet the idea of prize or reward 
seems inseparable from the passage ; and it is only through the 
victor's garland that the ttephaiwn acquired that connotation. 
Probably both ideas are united in this passage. The magis- 
trates of hieratic origin, called Stephanephurvi, who were 
found in Smyrna and the other Asiatic cities generally, are not 
alluded to in this passage (as has been suggested): such an 
allusion lends no point to the words. 

Again, we notice that, whereas Sardis, the city 
whose impregnable fortress had twice been cap- 
tured while its people slept and neglected to 
watch, is advised to ' be watchful,' Smyrna, the 
city which boasted of its faithfulness to the Roman 
alliance, is counselled to ' be faithful [not now to 
an earthly power, but to God].' 

Throughout the messages to the Seven Cities it 
is evident that the writer knew the circumstances 
of each city, and alluded to many facts of its 
present or past life. The references to past history 
are not gathered from reading and literature. The 
facts alluded to are of that marked type which 
would be universally known in each city, and 
would be appealed to"by orators addressing popular 
assemblies. 

The Church in Smyrna is addressed rather as 
separate from (and persecuted by) the city, than 
as forming part of the city and characterized by 
its qualities and sharing in its works (like Sardis 
and Laodicea). Only the faithfulness and the 
resurrection of the city are alluded to as proper to 
the Church. In its separation from and superiority 
to the society by which it was surrounded lay the 
glory of the Smyrmean Church ; and life is to be 
its reward for its faithfulness and its patient 
endurance. Life is the dominant tone in the 
letter to Smyrna, death in that to Sardis, weak- 
ness and indecision in that to the Phrygian 
Laodicea. It is remarkable how later history 
has confirmed the prophecy and the character 
ascribed to the Church. 

Smyrna had a chequered history during the Turkish wars; 
and it was the last independent Christian city in the whole of 
Asia Minor. It was thrice captured by the Seljuk Turks in the 
end of the 11th and beginning of the 12th cent., but was 
recovered by the Byzantine government : and the emperor 
John ill. Ducas Vatatzes, who resided frequently at Smyrna 
or at Nymphaion, rebuilt the castle on Mount Pagos (1221- 
1234). Early in the 14th cent, it passed into Mohammedan 
possession, and formed a part of the dominions of Aidin, the 
lord of Guzol-Hissar, ' the Beautiful Castle ' of Tralles ; but the 
Knights of Rhodes seized the lower city, and strengthened the 
fortifications of the harbour, though the castle on Pagos over- 
hanging the city remained in Turkish hands. Two Osmanli 
Sultans, Amurath i. and Bayezid, besieged the city and castle 
of the Knights, but without success. At last in 1402 the hosts 
of Tumerlone captured the castle ; and alter he retired the city 
passed quietly under the power of the Seljuk chiefs of Ayasaluk 
(EphesiiB) and Ouzel - Hissar, until they were reduced by 
Amurath II, under the Osmanli sway. 

The last stronghold of Christianity in Asia 
Minor, Smyrna still is more occidental in char- 
acter and more solidly flourishing than any other 
city of Turkey. It is called by the Turks, 
accordingly, Giaour Ismir, Infidel Smyrna. The 

* Zcller's idea, that St. James imitated this passage of the 
Apocalypse, seems not acceptable. 
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Mohammedans number less than a quarter of the 

Q ulation, which totals over 250,000 : more than a 
f is Greek : there are large Jewish and Armenian 
quarters : colonies from all the chief countries in 
Europe, from the United States, and from Persia, 
also are settled there. The views from the sea, 
and from the summit of Mount Pagos, are among 
the most exquisite in the whole Mediterranean 
lands ; and tlie prosperity within the city is, in 
comparison with all other Turkish towns, plain to 
the eye. As in the message to the Church, so at 
the present day, life is the prominent note. 

In the early ecclesiastical system Smyrna wa9 
a bishopric under the authority, probably, of 
Ephesus ; but, soon after, it was raised to be 
independent and antokephalon. In the later 
Notit'ue it appears as a metropolis, having six 
bishoprics subject to it — Phocwa, Clazomeno?, 
Magnesia ad Sipylum, A r change los, Sosandra, 
and Petra. 

Literature.— Though Smyrna has been so frequently visited 
by European travellers of every kind, very little has been 
written on its history, and no proper study has ever been made 
of the literary and monumental evidence on the subject. The 
account given in Sir Charles Wilson's Handbook to Turkey 
(Murray) is the best, though necessarily very brief. In the 
Historical Geography of Aria Minor, Ramsay, there are only 
some inadequate notes, pp. 107-100, 115, 110. An old book In 
French, by Slaars, on Smyrna, published there, is practically 
unprocurable. An article by Arist. M. Fontrier, in Bulletin de 
Corresp. Hetlinique, xvi. pp. 379-410, on le- Monattere de 
Lcmbo* (Ave miles east of Smyrna and one south of Bunar- 
Bashi) is by far the best study that has been written on the 
subject. Numerous picturesque descriptions of the beauty of 
the scenery may be found in the books of travellers and 

tourut*. w. M. Ramsay. 

SNAIL.— Two Heb. words are tr* « snail ' in AV. 
1. o~h hornet, traupa, laccrla (Lv II"). There seems 
to be no foundation for the AV ' snail.' Other 
ancient VSS besides the LXX and Vulg. under- 
stand the word as referring generically to the 
lizard. It is in a list of those animals, and prob. 
one of them. RV tr. it by ' sand-lizard,' which 
is Lacerta agilis, L., a species of wide distribution. 
This rendering, however, is a mere surmise. 

2. S^p shabbUul, mpot, cera (Ps 58 8 ). The Heb. 
is Shaph. form from the root r?? baled, similar to 
the Arab, ballet, ' to moisten.' The rendering 
'wax,' of the LXX and Vulg., is amplified 
by the expressions trtot wvp, iuperceeidit ignis 
(from a confusion of ny* ^jj with vk S»cj >. Never- 
theless, the modern VSS are unanimous in the 
rendering ' snail.' The allusion to ' melting away ' 
is explained in two ways : (a) that a snail, in 
moving from one place to another, leaves a slimy 
track, which was popularly referred to the dis- 
solution of its body. The Arab, popular name for 
the snail, bizz&k, ' the spitter,' is derived from this 
characteristic ; {b) Tristram explains it by the 
fact that, in the dry season, snails attach them- 
selves to rocks, trees, shrubs, or the soil, if possible 
in a moist situation, or at least one sheltered from 
the direct rays of the sun. If, however, a snail 
be long exposed to the sun, it will be dried up in 
its shell. Tristram thinks that this explains the 
metaphor of the text. 

A large number of species of land and fresh- 
water snails are found in Palestine and Syria. 
They emerge from their hiding-places after the 
early rains, and are collected by the natives, and 
boiled and eaten with great relish. 

G. E. Post. 

SNOW OS? ; Aram. jVb [Dn 7 9 ] : Gr. x«?r) * is men- 
tioned in Scripture with a degree of infreqnency 
corresponding to the rarity or its appearance in 
Palestine proper. Of an actual fall of snow we 
read only twice in the biblical narrative — in 2S 23 20 

* The verb l\p occurs in Ps OS 14 and is tr. in LX X by xmmw&u. 
J^r is tr. by Ipirts in Pr 26', and in Pr 31 21 xe»>'\?- appears to be 
a'corruptlon of x'*' 1 *^ 



= 1 Ch 11 s3 , where Benaiah, one of David's mighty 
men, is described as going down and slaying a lion 
in a cistern on a snowy day ; and in 1 Mac I3' a , 
where the horsemen of Tryphon, the usurper king 
of Syria, were prevented from attacking Simon at 
Adora (or Adoraim) by reason of 'a very great 
snow ' which fell in the night. 

Snow is unknown on the seaboard of Philistia, 
Sharon, and Plucnicia, and seldom whitens the 
ground inland below an elevation of 2000 feet. In 
the Ghdr and the plain of Jericho it never falls. 
South of Hebron it is rare. Along the summits 
of the central ridge of Palestine and on the high 
tableland east of the Jordan snow falls nearly 
every winter. 

The snowfall at Jerusalem, which is 2500 ft above sea level, 
may be taken as typical of the whole central ridge. A table is 
given by Dr. Chaplin in the PEt'St (voL for 1883, p. 32), covering 
the winters from 1800-1861 to 1881-1SS2. Out of the twenty-two 
seasons to which his report refers there were eight when no snow 
fell, four of these being consecutive ( 1 803, 1804, 1865, 1800). It is 
not wonderful that in 1804-1805 (see .Ikki halem, voL iL pp. 586, 
580) the water supply from the chief springs entirely failed. 
From Dr. Chaplin s table we learn that the lost few days of 
December, the months of January and February', and the first 
fortnight of March make the period within which the snow falls 
in and around Jerusalem. In 1870 there was a fall of nearly two 
inches on April 7th and 8th, but this was a very remarkable and 
extraordinary occurrence. ' For the most part,' says Dr. Chaplin, 
' the snow is "in small quantity and soon melts, but heavy snow- 
storms sometimes occur, and the snow may then remain unmeltcd 
in the hollows on the hillsides for two or three weeks. The 
deepest snowfall was in Dec. 28 and 29, 1879, when it measured 
17 inches where there was no drift. In Feb. 1874 it was 81 inches 
deep, and on March 14, 6 inches.' 8ir J. W. Dawson (Egypt and 
Syria, p. 113) reports that at the Jaffa Gate in Jan. 1884 there 
were snowdrifts 5 ft deep. Wallace (Jerusalem the Holy, p. 
252) mentions that three neavy falls of snow occurred during 
Jan. and Feb. 1898, when the weather was exceptionally cola, 
and much suffering was endured by the people. 

Galilee, with a general elevation of 2000 to 2500 
ft., is leas liable to snowfalls. But sometimes these 
are heavy. In March 1884 a party riding through 
N. Galilee was overtaken by a snowstorm which 
covered the ground to the depth of several inches. 
It lay during the night, and when the members of 
the party set out next day after a comfortless en- 
campment the snow still lay white over the land- 
scape, and its glare was almost blinding as the sun 
poured down his rays in a blaze that threatened 
sunstroke. 

The snow of Lebanon was proverbial (Jer 18", 
Ca 4"). It is 1 the white mountain/ probably because 
the snow never fails altogether from its summits 
(for another explanation of the name see Lebanon, 
ad init. ). On the highest cultivated lauds the snow 
covers up the wheat sown by the peasantry and 
protects it from the cold in winter. The lofty dome 
of Hermon is white all the winter, and through the 
summer broad patches and long streaks of snow are 
to be seen upon its widely-extended mass. 

Snow is an emblem of refreshment in Scripture. 
It may be the glowing aspect of the distant moun- 
tain tops that is in the mind of the psalmist when, 
speaking of the scattering of Jehovah's enemies 
and the consequent elation of the people, he says, 
* Then fell snow on Zalmon ' (Ps 68 1 * ; see Delitzsch, 
in loc, ). Lebanon and Hermon with their snowy 
sides have a delightfully refreshing aspect as the 
inhabitants of the sultry lowlands look up to them 
from afar. • The cold of snow in the time of har- 
vest' (Pr 25 1S ) may refer to the sight of snow npon 
the mountain, but more likely to the snow which 
is preserved and stored to make cooling drinks in 
the heat of summer. Just as snow from Lebanon 
and Hermon was carried as a luxury in Jewish 
times to Tyre and Sidon and Tiberias, so it is to- 
day used in Beyrout and Damascus for mixing with 
beverages. ' Water like snow ' is still the beverage 
most grateful to the fcllahin or to the thirsty 
traveller. Snow-water is mentioned for its cleans- 
ing properties (Job 9 30 ; but the text is doubtful, 
see Dav. ad loc.); and the rapidity with which 
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the snow disappears in the heat of the sun is 
noticed by the sacred writers (Job 6 18 24 19 ). Snow 
by reason of its rarity and beauty is one of the 
wonders of God's power (Job 37", Ps 147 w ) ; the 
hail and the snow are conceived to be stored in the 
heavens for use by God in the productiveness of 
nature (Is 55 10 ), and in the accomplishment of moral 
ends (Job M* 8 - 10 ; cf. Jos 10" and 1 Mac 13 1J ). To 
be prepared against its coming, seeing that it keeps 
its season so precisely, is one of the virtues of the 
ideal woman (Pr 31 s * 26'). Snow is taken to ex- 
press whiteness in the realm of nature — the white- 
ness of wool, hoary hairs, leprosy, milk (Rev l 14 , cf. 
Dn 7», Ex 4 8 , Nu 12 10 , 2 K 5* 1 , La 4 7 ). Snow is the 
chosen Scripture emblem of stainless moral purity. 
We are perhaps not at lil>erty to say it is used of 
the transfigured Christ (Mk because the best 
MSS omit a* x'^*"- Kut i fc > 8 taken to describe the 
purity of the Nazirites of Zion (La 4 7 ), of the 
Ancient of Days (Dn 7*1, of the Angel of the Resur- 
rection (Mt 28'), of the Risen Lord (Rev 1"). As 
against the defilement and condemnation and per- 
sistence of sin, it describes the righteousness, for- 
giveness, and complete acceptance of the penitent 
believer (Ps 51 7 , Is l 18 ). 

Literature.— Mac kie. Bible. Manner t and Custom*, v. p. 8 ; 
Conder, Handbook to the Bible, p. 221 ; G. A. Smith, UG11L p. 
04 L, J'EFSt, 1883, p. 82. T. NlCOL. 

SNUFFERS, SNUFFDISH. — In three passages 
of the Priests' Code mention is made of two 
utensils connected with the golden candlestick, 
named respectively o^npSij melkdhdyim, and rmrt? 
mahtoth, and rendered by AV in Ex 37 M 1 snuffers ' 
and ' snuttdishes,' in 25 s8 Nu 4* 1 tongs 1 and 
' snuffdishes' (so RV also in Ex I.e.).* The mah- 
tCth bear the same name, and were probably of 
the same shape, as the censers or fire-pans (so 
Tindale, 1530, ' snuffers and fyrepanns '). In them 
were deposited and removed from the sanctuary 
the burnt portions of the wicks fsee CENSER and 
Tabernacle, section on the Candlestick). The 
melkdhdyim, as the etymology and the dual form 
show, was clearly a snuffers (Vulg. emunctoria, 
forcipes, LXX, Ex 38", Nu 4 9 Xa/9i'oet),t resembling 
in shape a pair of tongs, like the Roman forceps 
(illustrs. in Smith, Diet, of Gr. and Horn. Ant. 3 
i. 872), since the same word is used of the tongs 
with which, in Isaiah's vision, the live coal was 
lifted from the altar-hearth (Is6 6 ). It was used 
to trim and adjust the wicks of the lamps, like 
the acus (the pin for pushing up the wick) which 
figures in representations of Roman lamps. In 
later times we hear of a wool or flax comb, re- 
duced to a single tooth, being used for this purpose 
(Mishna, Kclim xiii. 8 end). The same instrument 
(mdkahdyim) is mentioned (1 K 7*") in connexion 
with the lamps of Solomon's temple, in a late 
addition to 1 K 7 (for 7* 8 " 60 see Kings, vol. ii. p. 
864*, the commentaries of Kittel and Benzinger, 
and esp. Stade's essay cited there), and its parallel 
2 Ch 4*>, in both passages tr 4 ' tongs ' in AV and RV. 

It will thus be seen that in RV ' tongs ' is now 
the uniform rendering of mdkahdyim in all the 

Siassages where it occurs, ' snuffers ' being reserved 
□r another word rh?}0 mvzammtrCth (from tjj to 
prune, trim), also mentioned among the temple 
furniture (1 K 7 s0 =2 Ch 4" 2 K \2 S V"»\ 25" = 
Jer 52 18 ). This, as the etymology again shows, 
also denotes some species of scissors or snuffers for 
trimming the lamp-wicks. From a survey of the 
passages cited in this art. it would appear that 
mtzammtrCth is the older term of the two, mclkah- 
dyim being found first in P, and in the later a'ddi- 

* The American Revisers, however, prefer ' snuffers ' in all 
three passages. 

t But Ex 26* and elsewhere iwmmrrip and ItmfuetfSi, * 
funnel or other appliance for feeding the lamrs with oil. 



tions influenced by it, in which indeed both terms 
occur side by side. In all these, further, the 
material is given as gold, and even ' perfect gold ' 
(2 Ch 4 21 ), while in the older and historical sources 
the material is bronze (cf. 1 K 7 45 ). 

A. R. S. Kennedy. 

SO (king of Egypt [Mizraim] ; onxp ita »So, LXX 
277010, Vulg. bua).— According to 2 K 17* (AV 
and RV), Shalmaneser, ' king of Assyria, found 
conspiracy in Hoshea (king ot Israel); for he had 
sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and ottered 
no present to the king of Assyria.' This was the 
cause of the invasion that ended in the captivity 
of Israel. Kings of the Ethiopian dynasty (25th) 
were reigning at this time in Egypt, ana it has 
been supposed that one of these, either Shabaka or 
Shabataka, was intended by 'So.' 

From cuneiform sources, however, we learn that 
there was at this time a certain Pir'u, king of 
Musri, and that in B.C. 720, shortly after the fall 
of Samaria in 722, Sib'i, tartan (commander-in- 
chief) of Musri, was sent by him to the help of 
Hanno, king of Gaza, against Sargon. It was 
formerly thought that ' Pir'u, king of Musri,' must 
be ' Pharaoh, king of Egypt,' Musri corresponding 
in general to the Hebrew Mizraim ; but W inckler 
has recently Bhown that this Musri must be distinct 
from Egypt, and belong rather to North Arabia, in 
the country of the Nabatceans. He finds the same 
Musri also in the Bible under the name Mizraim, 
and identifies the biblical 'So, king of Egypt' 
(Mizraim) with Sib'i, the tartan of the North 
Arabian Musri, proposing to read K30 sb' for wo 
sv? (So) (see his art. 1 Pir'u, king of Musri,' in 
Mittheil. d. vordcras. GeselUch. 1898, 5). 

The identification of So with Shabaka or Shab- 
ataka seems impossible. Shishak of the 22nd 
dynasty, who invaded Judah and Israel in the 
reign of Jeroboam, is indeed entitled in the Bible 
DTWJ ty? 'king of Mizraim,' as were the later 
' Pharaohs,' Necho and Hophra. But the position 
of the somewhat obscure 25th dynasty with 
regard to the throne of Egypt was peculiar. 
Tirhaka, who was the last important king of 
Shabaka's dynasty, ts entitled ths tiVd ' king of 
Cush (Ethiopia) ' in 2 K 19*, and in the cuneiform 
' king of Ctisi ' ; we might expect, therefore, to 
find the other kings of that dynasty bearing the 
same title ' king of Cush,' rather than ' king of 
Egypt,' if referred to in any Hebrew or As- 
syrian record. This is a slight additional argu- 
ment in favour of Winckler's theory. To the 
Egyptians themselves every king of Egvpt in these 
later times, whether the Persian Darius, the 
Macedonian Alexander, the Roman Augustus, 
or the Ethiopian Tirhaka, was known as the 
; Pharaoh,' and this is the title which they all bore 
in Egyptian legal documents. To the rest of the 
world Shabaka, the Ethiopian conqueror of Egypt 
and the founder of the 25th dynasty, presumably 
would be known as ' king of Ethiopia.' 

F. Ll. Griffith. 

SOAP, SOPE (tSj, n-iij ; T ola) is a general name 
for the class of substances obtained by decompos- 
ing fats or oils by an alkali such as soda or potash. 
Fats and oils are compounds of certain ' fatty 
acids' with glycerine, and in the process of 
'saponification ''the alkali combines with the acid 
to form a soap, while the glycerine is set free. 
Soaps dissolve readily in water, imparting to it a 
peculiar slippery or greasy feeling, forming a lather 
easily, and adding greatly to its cleansing powers. 

According to Pliny (HN xxviii. 51), soap was an 
invention of the Gauls, who prepared it from 
tallow and ashes. They had two kinds of it, the 
hard and the liquid. Soap-making is the chief 
industry of modern Palestine. It is carried on in 
Jaffa, Nftblus, Jerusalem, and elsewhere, and the 
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product is exported along the coast, and even to 
Egypt and Asia Minor. Olive oil is used, and the 
I>oorer qualities of it especially are turned to 
account in this way. The alkali employed is 
potash, and is locally known as killy. It is ob- 
ta.ned by burning certain saliferous desert plants, 
the chief of which is Salsola kali. This alkali 
resembles cakes of coarse salt, and contains many 
impurities, and these accumulate to form great 
rubbish heaps in the places where soap is made. 
The potash obtained from the ashes is in the form 
of a carbonate. This is dissolved in water, and 
made caustic by treatment with lime. The solu- 
tion or ' lye ' is then boiled, the refuse from the 
oil-press being used as fuel. Olive oil is added, 
and after repeated boilings and additions of oil 
the solution is allowed to cool, when the soap sets 
in a solid mass. 

' Soap ' ( A V ' sope ') appears twice in EV ( Jer 
2**, Mai 3 s ). In each case it is the translation of 
n-$, a word connected with the root T39 ' to 
cleanse.' The previous clause in Jer 2 12 refers to 
ttij or mineral alkali (see Nitre). LXX translates 
n-iS in both places by Tola ('grass'). These facts 
suggest that vegetable alkali is to be understood 
rather than soap in the strict sense. The carbonate 
of potash contained in the ashes of plants has 
detergent properties similar to those of washing- 
soda. 

Another word, tJj, from the same root, usually 
rendered ' cleanness,' is tr. ' lye ' in RVm in Job 
9 30 , Is 1*, on the supposition that it means the 
same thing as n-}Si, vegetable alkali or a solution 
of it. 

Liter atcrk.— Thomson, Land and Book, \. ISO; Warren, 
Underground Jerutalem, 500 ft. ; SWP, Flora, 39a 

James Patrick. 
SOBER, SOBRIETY.— Both « sober ' and ' temper- 
ate 'are used in AV in the narrower meaning of 
'not drunk' or 'not drunken,' and in the wider 
meaning of ' moderate,' ' reasonable.' The earliest 
sense 01 'sober' is 'not drunken' (from Fr. sobre, 
Lat. sobrius, i.e. se-ebrius), and that is now its 
only meaning ; but it early adopted the wider 
signification, as Piers Plowman, B. xiv. 53 — 
' Be sobre of syghte and of tonge, 
In etynge and in handlynge and in alle thi fyne wittis." 

For an example of sober = not drunk, take Tindale's 
tr. of Nu 6"* ' And the absteyner shall shave his 
heed in the door of the tabernacle of witnesse, and 
shall take the heer of his sober heed and put it 
in the fyre which is under the pease oH'erynge.' 
Soberly (Wis 9", Ro 12* Tit 2"), soberness (Ac 
26 23 ), and sobriety (1 Ti 2»- »j are all nsed in both 
senses. Cf. Tindale, Pent. (Prologe), 'Behold how 
soberly and how circumspectly both Abraham 
and also Isaac behave them selves amonge the 
infideles'; Tindale, JExpo*. 127, 'With their fast 
they destroy the fast which God commandeth, 
that is, a perpetual soberness to tame the flesh ' ; 
Ac 26'-* Illiem. ' I speake wordes of veritie and 
sobrietie' ; Ro 12* Rhem. ' For I say by the grace 
that is given me, to al that are among you not to 
be more wise- than behoveth to be wise, but to be 
wise unto sobrietie.' 

The words rendered 'sober,' etc., or 'temperate,' etc., in AV 
and RV, are the following :— 
1. (a) 1 Th 5"- s, 2 Ti 4», \ P V» 47 59 (all ' be sober' in AV 
except 2Ti 4« 'watch'; in RV all 'be sober'). In 
every case the Greek word has the wider meaning of 
'moderate.' 

(b) »n««Ai.(, 1 Ti 32 (AV ' vigilant'), 3" (AV ' sober'). Tit 22 
(AV 'sober'; all 'temperate' in RV). In all these 
coses the meaning of the Greek is ' not drunken.' 
«. (a) r£*f—, 1 Ti 32 (A V ' sober '). Tit 1« (A V • sober '), 22 (AV 
' tp-ni>erate ), 2» (AV ' discreet ' ; all ' sober-minded ' in 
RV). 

(b) ,»tpc>*(. Tit 2'2 (AV and RV ' soberly '). 

(c) n,;*-:*. Mk 515 = Lk 8» (A V and RV • in his right mind '), 

Ro 12* (fpnCt tU ri rvMtoiiV, AV and RV 'to think 
soberly'), 2 Co 5" (AV 'be sober'), Tit & (AV 'be 



sober-minded '), 1 P 47 (AV ' be sober ' ; RV in lost three 
'be of sober mind'), 
(cf) ,*tp~C~,, Ac 2ff» (AV and RV ' soberueas % 1 Tt 2»-" 
(AVand RV 'sobriety'). 
8. (o) i^rw, Ac 242«, Oaf 6», 2 P 1« Mt (AV and RV always 
' temperance,' RVm always ' self-control '). 

(b) iyx/mrit. Tit 1»(AV and RV 'temperate ). 

(c) iyxp*TU*ueu, 1 Co 7» (AV 'contain,' RV 'hare conti- 

nency '), 925 (AV and RV ' be temperate ). 

It thus appears that in RV 'sober,' 'sober-minded,' etc., 
represent r»e/«» and its derivatives, as well as ; ' temper- 
ate' is the tr. of >>jj«Aj«; and of the derivatives of \y*p**tm\ 
while for iy. itself ' temperance ' is retained from AV, with the 
niarg. 'self-control.' 

For the difference between \yx/m.ri,t and riffm see Page on 

Ac 242». J. Hastings. 

B0C0, BOCOH (Ufr, rfiYfr 'branches]; Soccho, 
Sochi}). — The form of the name varies in the 
LXX (see below), and quite needlessly in AV. 
RV has Socoh everywhere except in 1 Ch 4 18 and 
2 Ch 28 18 , where it has Soco. 

1. A town in the lowland of Judah, mentioned 
with Adullam and Azekah (Jos 15 s3 B 2a«xu>, A 
2wx<4). The Philistines, before the battle in which 
Goliath was slain, assembled at Socoh, and camped 
between Socoh and Azekah, at Ephes - dammim 
(IS 17 1 ; Jos. Ant. VI. ix. 1). It was in the 
district of Ben-hesed, one of Solomon's commis- 
sariat officers ( 1 K 4 10 ) ; and was fortified by Reho- 
boam (2 Ch ll 7 ; Ant. VIII. x. 1). In the reign of 
Ahaz it was taken by the Philistines (2 Ch 28"*>. 

Eusebius and Jerome (Onom.) mention two 
villages — one in the mountain, the other in the 
plain, or an upper and lower Socoh — which were 
9 Roman miles from Eleutheropolis, on the 
road to Jerusalem, and were called Socchoth 
(ZokxuO). Socoh was passed by St. Paula on her 
way from Jerusalem to Eleutheropolis (Hornei, 
Ep. Paxil, xviii.). This place is now Khurbet Shu- 
wrikeh (a diminutive of Shaukek, the Arabic form 
of Shoco), on the left bank of Wady es-Sunt, ' the 
Valley of Elah.' The position, strong by nature, 
was of strategical importance, for it commanded 
one of the great highways from the coast to the 
hill-country of Judah. Beneath Shmoeikzh, the 
IVddy es-Sunt makes a great bend, and runs west- 
ward instead of from south, to north. And here, 
at the foot of the highland district, the roads from 
Jerusalem and Hebron unite, before running on- 
wards down the valley to the plains of Philistia. 
The important part played by Socoh in the wars 
between the Jews and tho Philistines is clearly 
indicated in the Bible narrative (Rob. BRP* ii. 21 ; 
PEF Mem. iii. 125 ; Guerin, Judie, i. 201, 332). 

2. A town in the hill-country of Judah, named 
with Jattir, Dannah, and Debir (Jos 15 18 B £wxd, 
A 2wx<4)- The Soco of 1 Ch 4 18 is apparently the 
same place. It is now Khurbet Shuweikeh, to the 
S.W. of Hebron, and near Eshtemoa. There are 
some insignificant remains (Rob. 1SRP' 1 L 494; 
PEF Mem. iii. 410). 

At Socoh, according to the Talmud, was born 
Antigonus, — the first Jew known to have taken a 
Greek name, — who was noted as the disciple of 
Simon the Just, and the master of Sadok, the 
reputed founder of the Sadducees. It is not, how- 
ever, known of which of the two Socohs he was a 
native (Neubauer. Giog. du Talmud, p. 121). 

C. W. Wilson. 

BOD, SODDEN.— See Seethe. 

80DI (*"no, pern. = .v-i\o ' intimacy of Jah '). — The 
father of the Zebulu'nite spy, Nu 13 10 (B ZovSti, 
A lovdl). 

SODOM (si?, Sjoo/mi).— One of the five 'cities 
of the Plain' in the time of Abraham and Lot, 
destroved by fire from heaven (Gn 19 s4 ) for the 
wickedness of the inhabitants.* Its position, in 

• The five cities were Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zcboim. and 
Zoar (Gn 142, m 23»). That the language of St Jude is not 
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tlie opinion of the present writer, was on the 
Arubah north of the Dead Sea not far from Go- 
morrah (which see). Weighty authorities, how- 
ever, can be cited in favour of a site at the S. end of 
theSea(Dillm. Genesis, 111 f. ; Robinson, BRP'W. 
187 ff. ; G. A. Smith, HGHL 505 ff. ; Blanckenhorn, 
ZDPV xix. (1896) 53 ff. ; Baedeker-Socin, Pnl. 3, 
146 ; Buhl, GAP 117, 271, 274 ; see also art. Zoar). 
The wickedness of the Sodomites appears to have 
been so heinous and debasing as to nave become 
proverbial (Gn 13 1S 18 s0 , La 4 6 , Is 3», cf. 2 P 2», 
J ude 7 ). The term ' Sodomite ' (enu) is used in Scrip- 
ture to describe offences against the laws of nature 
which were frequently connected with idolatrous 
practices (cf. Dt 23", 1 K 14 s * 15 11 , 2 K 23 7 ; see 
art. Sodomite). The fate of Sodom and Gomorrah 
is referred to by our Lord as a warning to those 
who reject the* offer of the gospel (Mt 10 18 ; cf. 
Jude 7 , 2 P 2 s ). A spiritual or typical meaning 
is applied to the word in Revelation (ll 8 ). 

E. Hull. 

SODOM, TINE OF.— See Vine. 

SODOMITE (eHi?, lit. « sacred ' ; fem. nfHp, inade- 
quately tr. by EV ' harlot,' see note in RVm at 
Gn 38 s ').— The Eng. word is derived from Sodom 
[in 2 Es 7 s8 ' Sodomites' of AV is used in lit. sense 
for ' people of Sodom ' (so RV)], where unnatural 
offences prevailed. But the Heb. kadcsh and 
kedeshdh nave in view not ordinary immorality 
but religious prostitution, i.e. ' immorality practised 
in the worship of a deity and in the immediate 
precincts of a temple' (Driver, Deut. 264, where 
see references to authorities for the widespread 
existence of this practice). Such UpbdovXot of 
either sex were not tolerated in Israel by the 
Deuteronoraic law (Dt 23 18 - » <"• 18 »). The kldeshim 
are said to have been banished from Judah by 
Asa ( 1 K 15 13 ). References to them are found also 
in 1 K 14" 22"'*', 2 K 23 7 , Job 36", while we*meet 
with kedesfu.th in Gn 38*"- and Hos 4". 

«J A Sei BIE 

80D0HITIBH SEA, THE (mare Sodomiticum), 
2 Es 5". — A name for the Dead Sea. One of the 
signs of the times to come there given is that 1 the 
Sodom sea shall cast out fish (cfT Ezk 47* for the 
belief that fish could not live in its waters), and 
make a noise in the night which many have not 
known.' This is the only passage in the Bible or 
the Apocr. which directly connects the lake with 
the Cities of the Plain ; and even here the name 
may be derived from the closeness of Sodom to 
the lake, and not from the incorrect theory of 
that city having been submerged by the Dead 
Sea. H. St. J. Thackkray. 

SOJOURNER.— See Ger. 

SOLEMN, SOLEMNITY.— Derived through Old 
Fr. solempne from Lat. sollemnis (from soil its, 
entire, and annus, a year), 'solemn' means pro- 
perly that which occurs annually, and is thence 
applied to any stated or regular occurrence. Thus 
Alt 27" Wye. * But for a solempne day (Rhem. 
'upon the solemne day') the justise was wonte to 
defyvere to the puple oon bounden'; Lk 2 41 Wye. 
'And his fadir and modir wen ten eche yeer into 
Ierusalem, in the solempne daie of pask' (Rhem. 
'at the solemne day of Pasche'). And f en, as 
that which was stated, especially when public, was 
frequently grand or ceremonious, ' solemn ' assumes 
this meaning; thus Shaks. Tit. Andron. II. i. 112, 
' A solemn hunting is in hand ' ; Macbeth, III. i. 
14, 'To-night we hold a solemn supper, sir.' Such 

overstrained in describing the habits of the Gentile inhabitant* 
of Eastern countries will be clear from the account given by 
Prof. Rawliiison of the character of even the highly civilized 
Phoenicians of Tyre and 8idon : History of Phoenicia. 



an occasion might be merry or sad, according to its 
nature ; whence Chaucer, Prologue, 209— 

* A Frere ther was, a wantoun and a merye, 
A limitour, a ful solempne man.' 

Chaucer uses the word simply in the sense of 
' public ' in Persones Tale, lt'5, ' The spyces of 
Penitence been three. That oon of hem is sol- 
empne, another is commune, and the thridde is 
privee.' 

These examples illustrate the use of the word 
in AV. In all its numerous occurrences it signifies 
' stated ' or ' public,' having no Heb. word corre- 
sponding to itself, but being used along with 
assembly or meeting for ."njt^ or Tnf£ (see Driver on 
Am 5* 1 ) ; with feast or cfcty sometimes (as Nu 10 10 , 
La l*, Hos 2 n ) for -iyio* (prop, stated tinv,, then 
used esp. of staled sacred seasons [see Lv 23 a RVm 
'appointed seasons']) 'solemn feast'; also thrice 
in AV (Nah l 16 , Mai Ps 81 s ) for an, and (with 
keep) for »n Dt 6 ,B [R V omits ' solemn,' harmonizing 
with Lv 23 w ].t It is easy to understand how the 
modern sense of ' serious,' ' grave,' or ' gloomy ' 
arose, but in AV that sense is never present. 

The expression ' with a solemn sound ' occurs in Ps 92' (' Upon 
the harp with a solemn sound '), on which de Witt remarks, 
' Heb. higguyon, from the verb hngah, which is imitative of any 
low, suppressed sound, and especially applicable to the soft trill 
of the harp. The English Bible has the rendering " solemn 
sound," which docs not at all represent the meaning of the 
word.' Not now, for the next verse says, ' For thou. Lord, hast 
made me glad ' ; but ' solemn ' once expressed gladness as readily 
as gravity. Elyot (Governour, i. 41) speaks of the theatre as ' an 
open place where al the people of Rome behelde solemne actis 
and pi ayes.' 

In accordance with the meaning of 'solemn,' 
solemnity always means a sacred or ceremonious 
occasion. It is the tr. of hag, a feast, in Is 30* 
('in the night when a holy' solemnity [RV *a holy 
feast'] is kept') ; and of ml! id, a (sacred) season, 
in Dt 31 w (RV 'set time '), Is 33 20 (RV ' solemnity,' 
RVm ' set feast '), Ezk 45" (RV « appointed feast '), 
46 n (RV 'solemnity,' RVm 'appointed feast'). 
The word also occurs in Sir 50 w ' the s. of the Ixird ' 
(Kbcuot Kvplov, RV 'worship of the Lord,' RVm 
' Gr. adornment') ; and 2 Mac 15 s * ' in no case to 
let that day pass without s.' {axtpaa-ottamop, RV 
'undistinguished'). Cf. Shaks. Mids. Night's 
Dream, V. i. 376— 

' A fortnight hold we this solemnity, 
In nightly revels and new jollity.' 

And so also solemnly means sacredly or cere- 
moniously, Gn 43* ' The man did solemnly protest 
unto us' (AVm ' Heb. protesting he did protest*) ; 

1 S8* ' Howbeit yet protest solemnly unto them ' ; 

2 Mac 14 4 ' of the boughs which were used solemnly 
in the temple' (rw* vofu^onivuv BaWCv rov lepov). 
Cf. Fuller, Holy War, 338, ' His [the prince's] 
clothes are such as may beseem his Greatnesse, 
especially when he solemnly appears, or presents 
himself to forrein Embassadours. 

J. Hastings. 
SOLOMON (fitta* ; BA ZaXw^v, Luc. ZoXoudv nnd 
Za\ouu»>, NT ana Josephus SoXo^wv). — The third 
king of Israel, a son of David and Bathsheba. 

L Th» Same. — Another name Jedldlah (■VP' ' beloved of 
J ah ' ; B 'IWii, A E.'t)i3i*, Luc. *It3M<c) was given him by the 
prophet Nathan as a pledge that the I/>rd would be specially 
gracious to him, and that his father was restored to the Divine 
favour. As that nanus however, occurs only once (2 8 12 s8 ), we 
may infer that it never came into common use. Not improb- 
ably it may have been deemed too sacred for such use. The 
name Jedidiah has the same root as David, viz. in ' a primitive 
caressing word.'! Wellhausen and others conform the Heb. 
text of 2 S 12» to the Vulg. and represent David as the 
originator of the name. The hypothesis is unlikely consider- 
ing the difference of the relations of David and Nathan to J" at 

* ence also of solemn assembly. 

t On the distinction of Jr; and "ifiD see voL i. p. SCO*. 

t See Ox/, lie j. Lex. $.0. 
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*he time when the name was given, and that the name was a 
sacred one and the vehicle of a Divine message. Cheyne (art. 
' Jedidioh ' in Ene. Dibl.) not only alters the text but uiakes for 
it a new context, and so arrives at the original and remarkable 
result that Jedidioh was David's first son by Bathsheba, and 
that he called his second son by her not Shflomoh, but ' ShiUutnS 
(toSt?, i.e. 'his compensation') l>ecause of Jedidioh.' Accord- 
ing- to that finding, Solomon was never called Jedidioh. Nor 
was he entitled to the name of Solomon. His real name was 
Hhillumo, although no Hebrew king is known to have borne 
that name. It is difficult to see where, on the hypothesis of 
•Cheyne, the consolation of David could come in. Nor is it 

Srobable that any Hebrew king would call his son by the name 
hillumo. ShillumaA is only used in the OT once (Ps 91»), and 
it is in the sense not of compensation but of retribution, the 
reward of the wicked (so shillum in Hos 97, Is 34«). Shillum 
and shalmonlm are also each used once (Mic 7 s , Is 1**) of 
' rewards ' in the sense of bribes. 

According to one reading of 2 8 12 2 *, It was Bathsheba that 
gave her son the name of Solomon. She may have done so. In 
the OT more instances ore mentioned of the names of children 
being given by their mother than by their father. In a num- 
ber of cases the names are said to have been given by both 
parents, and that may have been so as regards Solomon, 
although the evidence for David's participation in the act is 

Citive, and that for Bathsheba's only problematical. Accord- 
.. to one account of David's naming of Solomon, he is repre- 
sented as having acted under the belief that God had expressly 
directed him to give the child the name he did. The Chronicler 
(1 Ch 22 s ) describes him as telling his successor that he had 
himself proposed to build a temple to J", but that the word of 
J" had forbidden him because of the blood he had shed, while 
promising him that the work would be accomplished by a son 
who would bear the name of Solomon, and have a reign of peace 
and quietness. Whether that statement be historically accurate 
or not cannot be decided by the merely historical evidence in 
our possession. There is, however, no internal impossibility in 
the account of the state of mind ascribed to David. On the 
contrary, that is psychologically quite natural. The name 
Sh/UitnOh (Solomon) means 'peaceful,' 'pacific,' like the Or. 
Ireiunu and Oer. Friedrieh. And when Solomon was born, 
David was a man whose strength had been exhausted in war- 
fare, and who was keenly sensible of the blessings of peace both 
for a king and a kingdom. Hence it was altogether natural 
that at that period of time he should have given the name 
Solomon to a son on whom he placed high expectations and for 
whom he desired a happier life than his own, and very con- 
ceivable even that he may have felt that God directed him to 
name his child as he did. The name was certainly one which 
indicated well a prominent and distinctive feature of both the 
character and reign of Solomon. Although he ruled as an 
absolute monarch, allowed no rivals, and did not hesitate to 
crash dangerous adversaries, he was not naturally cruel, and 
had no taste for war. He was a man of peace — the most 
peace-loving, perhaps, of the Hebrew kings; and under his 
sway there was for about forty years in Palestine, not absolute 
peace indeed, either as regards contentment within or cessation 
of hostility from without, but such peace as the Hebrew nation 
hod never known before or was ever to know again. 

2. The Sources. — The chief sources of informa- 
tion regarding the life and reign of Solomon are 
contained in the books of Kings and Chronicles. 
The narrative in Kings (1 K 1—1 1 43 ) is closely con- 
nected with a section of the books of Samuel 
(2 S 11-20). The latter is also a continuous nar- 
rative. It leads steadily up to the story in Kings, 
and shows in a graphic and picturesque way what 
obstacles blocked the way of Solomon's accession 
to the throne, and how unlikely it was that he 
would have reached it had J" not specially loved 
and favoured him. Along with the narrative in 
Kings it forms a whole m which there is both 
unity of plan and similarity of style. Both of our 
oldest sources are far from being contemporary 
documents. The record in Kings is historically 
much the more valuable ; but the compilation even 
of Kings cannot have been completed until about 
400 years after the death of Solomon. The com- 

1 illation of Chronicles was not completed until at 
east three centuries later. 

The author of the account in Chron. made use of the account 
in Kings, and added to it only little information of a strictly 
historical character. The author of the account in Kings refers 
(1 K ll^i) to an older account ' the book of the annals of 
Solomon.' The author of the account in Chron. refers (2 Ch 
9*) to (a) 'the words of Nathan the prophet,' (I) 'the pro- 
phecy of Ahijah the Shilonite,' and (c) ' the vision of Iddo the 
seer.' See artt. Kinds and ClIROXtcLES. Through the hands 
of what authors and editors Kings and Chron. passed before 
they reached their present form no one knows, and even the 
prc-ess by which they became what they are has been only 
vaguely ascertained. The loss of older records than those 
which we possess is all the more to be regretted, as both Kings 



and Chron. were written largely under the influence of religioui 
motives and with a view to religious edification. Merely ic 
record events and trace their connexions, causes, and course ot 
movement hod no interest for the authors of them. What 
they were chiefly concerned with was how they might make 
known the hand and voice of God in His dealings with Israel, 
and with her friends and foes. The authors of the accounts in 
Samuel, Kings, and Chron. were manifestly men of limited 
views, men of their time, and much influenced in what the? 
wrote by the feelings and beliefs prevalent in their social 
medium. They are entitled, however, to be credited with 
honesty and piety in intention. Their account has its faults. 
Although they assign a comparatively large space to Solomon, 
they give us no very precise or vivid description either of his 
private life or public career, and no distinct view of the order 
of succession of events in his reign. They may not be wholly 
to blame for that, nor may it be much to be regretted that thev 
did not succeed better. Seemingly, the character of Solomon 
was one exceptionally difficult to portray. Saul and David 
were far more interesting personages, and it is natural that 
they should have been presented in a far more lifelike manner. 
Solomon is left by his biographers an imposing but very in- 
distinct figure. Was that, however, not Just as it should be? 
Was not want of reality his great want ? If so, could he have been 
more truly and wisely represented than he was? The accounts 
given of him in both Kings and Chron. are priestly in tone and 
tendency, but that in Chron. is much more so than that in 
Kings. The general view given of the character and reign of 
Solomon in the latter is far more discriminating than that in 
the former. While in Kings the glory of Solomon is dwelt on 
with patriotic pride, the niischievousness of his conduct is also 
clearly set forth, whereas in Chron. what tends to glorify him 
is alone dwelt on, and what was unworthy of his reputation, 
Judged of from a Levities! point of view, is either passed over 
unnoticed or very slightly indicated. There are no traces, 
however, of conscious dishonesty in the Chronicler, no grounds 
for holding him to have stated what he did not believe, while it 
is of great advantage to have two accounts which so far agree 
and so far differ. The Chronicler assumed certain preconcep- 
tions current in his age as to the history of his people to be 
unquestionably true, and wrote his history in conformity with 
those preconceptions. That, however, is what all historians 
do, even the most advanced and critical. History cannot be 
written without preconceptions, and preconceptions cannot but 
lead to conclusions which must appear to those who do not 
accept them falsifications of the historical data. The Chronicler's 

f ride in the glory of Solomon and in the position attained by 
sraej under him, the exaggerated importance which he assigned 
to priests and priestly things, his prodigality as regards number, 
and other peculiarities, are themselves most instructive, because 
characteristic of him not as an indix idual merely, but also as a 
representative of the time and society to which he belonged. 
His estimate of the conduct of Solomon does not sul stantially 
differ from that given in Kings. It amounts to a severe con- 
demnation-one all the more severe coming as it does from a 
writer so biassed in his favour— of the evil which he hod done 
notwithstanding his vast means and opportunities of doing 
good. 

The fragments of ancient historians quoted by 
Josephus (Ant. VIII. ii. 6), by Eusebius of Ctesarea 
(Prtep. Ev. ix. 34), and by Clemens Alex. (Strom. 
i. 386) add little, if anything, to our knowledge of 
Solomon beyond what is stated in Kings and 
Chronicles. The narrative of Josephus himself 
in Ant. yill. i.-viii. depends almost entirely on 
the Biblical records. Where he deviates from 
thein, he is rarely to be trusted. It is noteworthy 
that he describes Solomon as a powerful sorcerer. 
That had already become i r i his time a generally 
accepted belief among the Jews, and probably was 
not confined to them. It is especially as a sor- 
cerer and lord over the elements, animals, aphrccts 
and jinn, that he is renowned in the East. The 
Oriental imagination has run riot in the invention 
of legends regarding him.* 

The writings long attributed to Solomon, to l>e 
found in the OT or the Apocrypha, cannot in the 
present state of opinion among Biblical critics as 

* Jewish legends of the kind referred to arc to be found in the 
Torguni on Eccles. and If. Targ. on Esther. For those in the 
Koran see suras 21. 27. 28. 37. For the opinions of Jewish 
Rabbis see Eisenmenger, KiUdeek. Jud. 361 ff., 440 ff. For 
Mohammedan stories, Weil, liibl. Legenden der Mum! manner, 
225 ff.; Baring Gould, Legends of OT Characters, vol. ii. ch. 
xxxvii. f.; and Lane's Thousand and One Sights (Index, s. 
• Suleiman ibn David '). Hottinger*s Hist. Or., Herbelofs Bill. 
Or. 333. and the historians Abulfeda, Tabari, and Ludolph 
(Hist. Hth.) may also be referred to. M. D. Conway in his 
Salomon and Solomonic Literature (Open Court Pub. Co., 
Chicago, 1900) deals with the Solomon mythology as a whole in 
an ingenious but often very arbitrary way. He considers ' the 
external and historical data insufficient to prove certainly that 
on individual Solomon ever existed ' (p. 1). 
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to their authorship be assumed to supply materials 
for 1 1 is biography. He may have been the author 
of a few of the Psalms and a number of the Pro- 
verbs, but to prove him so and to establish which 
are his is difficult. The SONG of Songs cannot 
be his, but it has a historical value dependent 
neither upon its date nor its authorship, but on 
its testimony to the impression which Solomon's 
character had left on certain Jewish minds. The 
Wisdom ok Solomon, which professes to have 
Solomon for author, shows what impression he 
had left on a very different class of minds at a 
««fcill later date. As to the relation of Ecclksi- 
istks to Solomon, see art. in the present work 
and in Enc. Biblica; cf. also Sir 42 1 * -1 *. Con- 
siderable sidelight has been cast on the Solomonic 
age in Israel by archteological and historical 
investigations, but it has not so much increased 
our knowledge of Solomon himself as of his build- 
ings, the topography of his capital, the geography 
of his kingdom, the ethnology and ancient history 
of it, and the state of the countries with which 
the Israel of his time was brought into contact, — 
subjects which cannot be dealt with in this article. 
Modern criticism of the Biblical sources has dis- 
pelled many erroneous views regarding Solomon's 
life and reign ; but it has, of course, not increased, 
and cannot be expected to increase, that know- 
ledge of positive facts regarding them, which is 
the great desideratum. 

3. Birth, parentage, and training. — The account 
of the birth of Solomon in 2 S 12*- * conveys the 
impression that he was the second child of David 
and Bathsheba. The lists of their children in 
2 S 5 14 , 1 Ch 3 8 , and 1 Ch 14 4 , on the other hand, 
seem to imply that he was their fourth child, their 
youngest son, and that Shammua (or Shimea), 
Shobab, and Nathan had been previously born to 
them, as in all those lists his name is mentioned 
last. No quite satisfactory explanation of the 
ipparent discrepancy has yet been given. The 
likeliest, ]>erhaps, is that Solomon was mentioned 
last as being the most important member of the 
family group, the heir to his father's throne. 

Nathan, by his rebuke of David, lost none of his 
influence with either him or Bathsheba, and con- 
tinued to be the friend of both. He prophesied 
good for their child, and strongly supported his 
cause at the moment when it was most in danger. 
Owing to that and the vagueness of a phrase in 
2 S 12 s8 , he has very generally been held to have 
had the charge of Solomon's education. There 
is, however, no real foundation for the opinion. 
Scarcely any information is given us regarding 
Solomon previous to his elevation to the throne. 
It may safely be inferred from what he was in 
manhood that his education had not been neglected 
in youth, and that he must have been very recep- 
tive of learning and eager to excel in accomplish- 
ments ; but there is nothing to indicate that he 
was trained under any prophet, or that he was in 
sympathy with anything distinctive of prophetic 
teaching or prophetic ideals of life. There is no 
trace of Nathan, or any other prophet, having had 
any influence over him when king. The prophetic 
ministry almost disappeared during his reign. 
What prophets there were in Israel in his day 
were opposed to his policy. Far more probably 
he was educated in his father's palace. In various 
respects the court of David must have been the 
best school possible for the education of David's 
successor, while in others one most apt to develop 
the defects so conspicuous in Solomon's after-life. 
The atmosphere of a court presided over by David, 
and agitated by the internal dissensions and con- 
flicting passions to which despotic power and 
polj'gamy combined necessarily gave rise, cannot 
nave been favourable to his healthy moral growth. 
vol. iv. — 36 



There is no definite information given us as to 
how far or in what ways he was influenced by 
his mother ; but there can l>e no reasonable doubt 
that her influence was considerable. To have 
retained the hold which she had upon David 
and the rank which she held among his wives, 
she must have been more than merely 'a very 
beautiful woman' (2 S 11-'). She must have 
been also a talented and sagacious one. That 
she was in close alliance with Nathan, that 
Adonijah sought her aid on his behalf in the 
belief that her son would refuse nothing that she 
asked, and that Solomon received her with the 
utmost reverence when she presented herself 
before him, are indications of fact which all 
point in one direction. We may accordingly infer 
that she had considerably contributed to tne for- 
mation of Solomon's character. 

4. Adonijah's rebellion. — There is very little 
further information given regarding Solomon pre- 
vious to his accession to the throne. The account 
in 1 Ch 22 s " 1 * describes David's preparation for the 
building of the temple, and records his charges to 
Solomon and the princes. If it be in its proper 
place in the book— a point on which there is room 
for difference of opinion — it clearly shows that 
Adonijah's rebellion was inexcusable. There is, 
however, nothing elsewhere to correspond to it, 
nor are there any means afforded us of verifying 
what needs verification in it. The rebellion of 
ADONIJAH was what necessitated the elevation of 
Solomon to the throne before his father's death. 
Adonijah was then, perhaps, his father's eldest 
son, and may naturally have considered himself 
to have had on that ground a preferential claim 
to the throne. There was at that, time, however, 
no authoritative law or settled precedent to regu- 
late the succession. 

Adonijah himself does not seem to have rested his claim on 
right or precedent, but on the goodwill of the people. 'Thou 
knowest,' he said to Uathsheba when obviously trying to make 
the most of his own cause, — * thou knowest that the kingdom 
was mine, and that all Israel net their faces on me, that I should 
reign : howheit the kingdom is turned about, and is become my 
brother's: for it was his from the Lord' (1 K 2> s ). That is a 
very intelligible view, and all the more so that we know the 
people of Israel in the time of David and Solomon unquestion- 
ably felt that they had some rifcht to consideration in the 
appointment of their kings. The Northern tribes unmistakably 
snowed that when they rejected Solomon's only son. It is 
none the less very misleading to speak of Adonijah as 'the 
rightful heir' to the throne, as Stade and some other critics do. 
The ' rightful heir to the throne 1 in an absolute monarchy such 
as Israel had become under David, was the son nominated hy 
the reigning monarch. It has been so in all such monarchies ; 
and wherever polygamy has prevailed in these monarchies, 
younger sons have been often appointed to the exclusion of the 
eldest. The present Shah of Persia is an instance of ' a rightful 
monarch,' although he has an older and, it is said, exceptionally 
able brother. The appointment of the youngest son to the 
throne was very common in the despotisms of India. 

Adonijah, it would seem, was ' a very goodly 
man,' captivating in his manners, fond of display 
and magnificence, ambitious, and scheming. He 
made it quite apparent that lie wished to be king, 
assumed royal honours, and gained over to his side 
powerful allies, in Juab the general of the army, 
Abiathar the priest, and the princes of the royal 
house. In a word, he began to play the role of 
the ill-fated Absalom. The conspirators may 
possibly have deemed that his seniority of birth 
or superiority of qualifications gave him a right to 
reign. They may also have possibly deemed that 
it was expedient for him to ascend the throne at 
once owing to David's bodily weakness. But they 
were certainly engaged in a real and formidable 
conspiracy kept secret fiom the king, and meant 
to set him aside and to thwart his wishes. Their 
attempt does not seem to have been either skil- 
fully planned or strongly supported in popular 
feeling. The account given of it and of its failure 
in 1 k l 8 " 40 distinctly conveys that impression. 
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As soon as divulged, the whole plot came to 
naught. * 

5. Commencement of reign and first acts. — David 
soon afterwards died, and Solomon succeeded him 
without opposition. The year in which he began 
to reign has not been determined, nor are there 
yet known data for doing so exactly. He is said 
both in Kings and Chron. to have reigned forty 
years ; but that may be a round, not an exact, 
number. If exact, however, we may assign about 
B.oi 970 as the time at which he began to reign, 
since there are good reasons for considering B.C. 
930 as about the first year of Jeroboam's reign— 
the year in which Solomon died. 

The Jewish and Arabic tradition that 8olomon was only 
twelve years old when he began to reign, obviously originated 
in misconception of the meaning of the words in 1 K 8' ' I am 
but a little child ; I know not now to go out or come in,' etc.; 
words not to be taken literally, but as a humble confession of 
inadequacy, owing to youth and inexperience, for the great 
task of royalty. The generally received view that he was 
about twenty years old when he began to reign cannot be far 
amiss. According to Joseptms, Solomon began to reign when 
he was fourteen years of age ; but, in the same sentence he' tells 
us he reigned eighty years, and died at the age of ninety-four 
{Ant. vni. vii. 8). He does not mention the source of his 
information, t 

The first concern of Solomon as king naturally 
was to make his seat secure. The Chronicler 
characteristically says nothing regarding the way 
in which he established himself in his kingdom. 
The whole account, however, in 1 K 2 ls -3 8 seems 
worthy of credence. It represents Solomon as 
acting with great decision and vigour, and yet as 
not inflicting punishment beyond what was deemed 
necessary. He struck only at the heads of the 
conspiracy which had been formed against him. 
Considering that he was an Oriental ruler, not his 
cruelty but his clemency was exceptional. David 
is not recorded to have advised the taking of any 
strong measures against Adonijah, and Solomon" 
had granted him a pardon accompanied with a 
stern warning. Very naturally, however, and 
probably quite correctly, he interpreted his re- 
quest to have Alishag for a wife as a proof that 
lie had not abandoned his pretensions to the 
throne. Bathsheba, it has been argued, would 
not have communicated the request to her son if 
she had deemed it treasonable in intention. Per- 
haps not, but perhaps also she did not act in 
earnest for the good of the son of Haggith. 
Abiathar was leniently dealt with in considera- 
tion of his past loyalty. David, according to 
1 K2 8 , had advised the putting to death of Joab ; 
but, even if he did not do so (see art. Joab), 
Solomon could not have been expected to spare 
his life. Joab was the most dangerous enemy 
he could possibly have in all Israel; He was so 
resolute, so able, so much a favourite with the 
army, that even David had not been able to 
keep him in check. Not inferior, and seemingly 
even superior, to David as a commander, there 
was no one left in Israel to compare with him in 
military ability. His successor Benaiah was a 
valiant warrior, and an efficient tool for an abso- 
lute ruler to have at hand, but there is no evidence 

• Wellhausen, Stade, and other eminent critics represent 
Nathan and Bathshel>a, Zadok and Benaiah, as conspirators, 
and the choice of Solomon by David as the result of a palace 
Intrigue. It is possible to think so, but the supposition 
appears to the present writer to be merely conjectural. As to 
what is related of David's advice to Solomon in 1 K 2 1 -'2 and 
1 Ch 2;6 i» and 28-29>-a, see the art. David in the present 
work, and Ene. Bib., and the commentators mentioned under 
heading of Literature. 

t Perhaps 1 K 3'« sufficed to suggest to him the eighty years' 
reign and ninety -four years of life. It is not unlikely, however, 
that earlier Jewish authors may have written to the same effect. 
The promise of length of da\ s was a merely conditional one, 
and Solomon did not fulfil the condition. Stade rightly holds it 
as certain that Solomon must have reigned over thirty years, 
but inconclusively infers from 1 K 15' and 2 Ch 12'» that he 
could not have reigned forty years (see his G VI i. 307). 



that he was a great general. Joab could neither 
have respect for the character of a man like 
Solomon, nor sympathy with his policy ; indeed 
a reign like that of Solomon could hardly have 
been possible so long as Joab was at the fiead of 
the Hebrew army. The view of Guthe and others, 
that David and Solomon hoped that the putting 
of Joab to death would avert the vengeance which 
his crimes might otherwise bring upon the house 
of David may oe correct, but it is not necessary to 
account for his death. Resentment and policy are 
sufficient to account for it. They also account 
best for the way in which Shimei was dealt with. 
It does not appear that he was implicated in the 
conspiracy, but be had been a bitter enemy of 
David, was suspected of being still disloyal and 
hostile to the house of David, and, on account of 
his influence with the Benjamites, was deemed 
dangerous to the peace and comfort of the new 
monarch. 

6. Convocation at Gibeon, dream and request. — 
The way in which Solomon dealt with the enemies 
whom he bad recently feared could not fail greatly 
to ' strengthen him in his kingdom.' He not only 
thereby got rid of them, but showed to his sub- 
jects that young as he was he was neither weak 
nor foolish, but a shrewd and capable man who 
could effectively discharge the functions of a king, 
and might be hoped to act neither capriciously 
nor cruelly. To have gained so great a triumph 
at the very commencement of his xeign was enough 
to secure hi# popularity, for with the populace of 
all times and places ' nothing succeeds like suc- 
cess.' When he felt himself secure on his throne 
he resolved to make n.anifest his gratitude to J*, 
and proceeded to do so on a scale indicative of his 
taste for magnificence and display in worship, as 
in other things. He called a convocation of his 
captains, judges, governors, and heads of houses, 
at the ancient city of Gibeon, where was a famed. 
bamah, * a great high place,' and there, surrounded 
by liis dignitaries, he offered in thanks to God & 
thousand burnt-offerings — 'a thousandfold holo- 
caust' — on the brazen altar which stood before 
the sanctuary and could be seen from afar. On 
the following night the king dreamed that J" 
appeared to him and asked what He should give 
him, and that he replied by asking ' an under- 
standing heart to judge aright' the great people 
entrusted to his charge while so young and in- 
experienced. He dreamed also that, because such 
had been his request, God promised him not only 
what he asked for — wisdom and knowledge — but 
also wealth and honour, and, conditionally, how- 
ever, on conformity to the Divine law, length of 
days. The dream was naturally accepted by the 
king as a Divine communication. To Solomon 
there seems to have never been vouchsafed any 
clearer or higher form of Divine revelation than 
the dream. 

7. Solomon's judgment. — According to his bio- 
grapher in Kings, he was soon afforded an oppor- 
tunity of displaying the wisdom which he had 
asked for and received. From Gibeon he returned 
to Jerusalem, where the ark of the covenant was 
now located in the tabernacle erected by David on 
Mount Zion, and there also presented offerings to 
J", and likewise made a feast to all his servants. 
At Jerusalem he was forthwith called to pronounce 
a decision between two harlots who both claimed 
the same live child while each affirmed that a dead 
one was her neighbour's. The way at which he at 
once arrived at the truth immediately made him 
famous, and has greatly helped to maintain his re- 
putation for wisdom ever since. It showed an in- 
stinctive insight into the workings of the human 
heart very remarkable in so young a man, and a 
keenness of practical disct rniuent of a kind invalu- 
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able in one whose chief duty was to act as the 
supreme judge in all disputed cases throughout 
Israel. That 'all Israel heard of it, and feared 
the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God 
was in him, to do judgment,' may well be be- 
lieved. That there was nothing miraculous in it 
may as reasonably be admitted. Innumerable 
examples of the same kind of wisdom as remark- 
able and as well authenticated might easily be 
given. Far more wonderful stories of a similar 
kind are told of Solomon himself, but they are 
entirely fictitious. The story, as told in 1 K li ia ~ M , 
can alone be regarded as historical narrative. 
Josephus {Ant. vill. ii. 2) seems to have had no 
other source of information, yet he gives a very 
distorted version of it. He represents the king 
as proposing to divide both the dead and the live 
child, and the people as privately laughing at the 
proposal as that of a mere youth.* 

8. Solomon's policy dependent on Davicts. — The 
task which fell to Solomon was that of building up 
a kingdom on a foundation already laid and on lines 
already drawn. A reign like his was only made 
possible by what Samuel, Saul, and David had 
accomplished. Samuel, the last of the Judges, 
was also the first of them whose influence extended 
over all Israel, and was powerful enough to recon- 
struct the theocracy on a monarchical basis. Saul, 
by his struggles with the Philistines, Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, and Amalekites, rendered 
comparatively easy the consolidation of all the 
tribes of Israel into a nation under David. It 
was David, however, who made the policy of 
Solomon feasible, who indicated both by his 
counsels and example how it could be carried 
into effect, and who enabled him to start with a 
sufficiency of the means necessary to enter on his 
schemes of ambition and to revolutionize the 
manners and the ideals of Israel. Solomon seems 
to have done little which his father had not in- 
itiated : both imitated the doings and methods of 
Oriental despots. 

9. His military policy. — Solomon had not the 
genius requisite to extend his kingdom. He seems 
to have had no military taste or talent ; and cer- 
tainly the glory of the conqueror he but little 
sought and little won. He was content to main- 
tain and develop what he had inherited, and to 
abstain from dangerous adventures. The weak 
condition of the surrounding States would have 
presented to an ambitious warrior-king a strong 

• There is no mention ol the incident in Chronicles. The 
story told by Diodorus Siculus of Ariophanes, king of Thrace, 
in general character resembles very closely that of Kings. On 
the death of the king of the Cimmerians, three young men 
appeared before Ariophanes claiming to be the only son of the 
deceased king, without producing adequate evidence for the 
truth of their claims. Ariophanes ordered them to hurl a 
javelin at the corpse of their alleged father. Two consented, 
but one refused, and he was declared to be the true son and heir 
of the deceased monarch. Another parallel is the account which 
Suetonius gives of a judgment of Claudius (Licet of the Twelve 
Ctetart). A woman refused to acknowledge that a young man 
who claimed to be her son was so. In the absence of other 
means of deciding on which side was the truth, the emperor 
ordered the woman to marry the youth, and so obliged her to 
acknowledge that the latter was ber son. Most of the Oriental 
parallels have a manifestly mythical ond fabulous setting. In 
some of them, however, the resemblance is so close as to amount 
almost to verbal repetition. See Benfey's Pantuchatantra, i. 
S94 896, ii. 544, also Kleine Sehriften, 3rd Abt. 171 ff. ; Eng. tr. 
of the 'Kah-Gyur' (Trubner's Or. Srr.)— the tale of Visakha ; 
Weber's Inditchr Strei/en, iii. 60 (also T. Steele's An Eastern 
bote Stury, Triibner, 1871, pp. 218 f., 248 f.); Reinh. Kohlcr, 
GGA, 1872, pp. 1219-1221 ; Fausboll, Buddhitt Birth Storiet, tr. 
by Rhys Davids, vol. i. xiv-xvi ; and liev. de VHistoire de Ret. 
xxxviii. (1898), art. by Leclere, * Une version cambodgienne du 
Jugement de Salomon,' 176-187. In the last-mentioned version, 
a mother, her child, a female ogress in woman's form, and a 
Buddhist Solomon, ' the noble Mohosoth,' are the parties. To 
the questions whether the stories of the judgments of Solo- 
mon. Ariophanes, and Claudius are legendary or historical, and 
whether the judgment of Solomon originated in the Indian 
stories or had its origin in India, definite answers do not seem 
to have been as yet arrived at. 



temptation to attempt to create a powerful Semitic 
empire, which, if unilied and vivified by faith in 
J", might have anticipated Islam by a millennium 
and a half and given the history of Israel a very 
different direction. Yet Solomon, far from being a 
feeble or incapable monarch, was an able, shrewd, 
and enterprising one, who knew well how to mag- 
nify his office, further his interests, and attain his 
ends. He must have had very exceptional adminis- 
trative talent, and he applied it to military as well 
as civil organization. Not otherwise could he have 
preserved for forty years the security and unity of a 
nation so recently and loosely constituted ; kept 
down its strong disruptive tendencies ; and prose- 
cuted a policy which must have been obnoxious to 
the majority of his subjects. Although he did not 
increase his territory, he kept a firm hold of it, and 
made his sphere of influence much wider than his 
father's had been. His troubles with Had ad, 
Rezon, and Jeroboam prove nothing to the con- 
trary. The account of them given in 1 K 11*"* 
is placed — obviously with a view to religious edifi- 
cation — in the closing period of his reign, instead 
of at or near its commencement ; and the informa- 
tion which it conveys, although it may be received 
as trustworthy so far as it goes, is scanty, and can- 
not be supplemented either from other Biblical or 
non-Biblical sources. It does not appear that 
Solomon's adversaries gained much advantage over 
him. Hadad was doubtless, and very excusably, 
as troublesome a neighbour to him and his people 
as he could be, and did them all the 1 mischief ' in 
his power ; but there is no evidence that he became 
king of Edom, or that Edom under him secured 
independence. The fact that the port of Elath re- 
mained in Solomon's hands showed that the king 
of Israel was the overlord of Edom. As regards 
Rezon ben-Hadiada, he may have made himself 
master of Damascus even in the lifetime of David. 
There is no evidence of David's having had an 
acknowledged and effective suzerainty over Syria. 
And, besides, although we are told that Rezon 
' was a foe to Israel all the days of Solomon,' it 
does not appear that he succeeded in seizing any 
portion of Israelitish territory. Jeroboam's attempt 
to stir up sedition against him can still less rele- 
vantly be referred to as evidence of his weakness, 
seeing that it was a failure, and Jeroboam did not 
venture to return from Egypt until he heard that 
Solomon was dead. 

Solomon left out of his military calculations the 
possibilities neither of invasion from without nor 
of insurrection from within. He strengthened his 
capital by the construction of fortifications which 
David had only begun or merely contemplated. 
See art. Millo. He established fortified cities, 
well - garrisoned and well - provisioned, at well- 
chosen strategic points (see Hazor, Mkoiddo, 
Gezer, Beth-horon, Baalath, Tamar). He 
thus guarded the kingdom against attack at all 
its more vulnerable points, as well as increased 
the safety of the sacred city. By adding to his 
army a force of 12,000 horsemen and 1400 war 
chariots, he must have greatly increased its effici- 
ency. The innovation was unpopular among the 
ultra-conservative and superstitious portion of the 
community, but it was a real improvement. In 
the plains of N. Palestine, on the borders of Phil- 
istia, and in most directions beyond the national 
boundaries, cavalry could not fail to be of great ad- 
vantage. The Canoanites had employed it with 
success against the Israelites in the time of the 
Judges. Before its adoption by Solomon it had 
come into use in all the neighbouring States. Once 
introduced, it was adhered to so long as Israel and 
Judah retained their independence. 

10. A prominent feature of Solomon's policy was 
his full recognition of the importance of interna- 
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tional alliances. He immensely increased his power 
and influence by the treaties which he formed with 
the rulers of neighbouring States. The most advan- 
tageous of them was that formed with Hiram, king 
of Tyre— the continuation of an alliance formed 
in the time of David, but utilized by Solomon to 
an immensely greater extent than by David. 
Without it Solomon could not have given effect 
either to a commercial policy or to his desire to 
build the temple and beautify Jerusalem. It was 
for the manifest benefit of both the contracting 
parties. To Hiram it ensured, ^in case of attack 
from the landward side of his kingdom, the aid of 
a powerful army in its defence ; an abundant supply 
at all times of such commodities as corn, oil, and 
wine ; an enlarged traffic with the Hebrews by way 
of Joppa ; and the opening up of the Ydm Suph 
(so-called Red Sea), and of the ocean beyond it, to 
the enterprise of his mariners and merchants. To 
Solomon it was equally advantageous. It enabled 
him to enter into mercantile copartnership with 
Hiram, and in conjunction with him to have ships 
trading both in the Mediterranean and the Red 
Sea. Whatever may have been the exact position 
of Tarshish and Ophir, Solomon must have had 
vessels on both seas. If Elath and Ezion-geber 
were open to him, Joppa or Dor was still more so. 
He was not the man to make a foolish bargain, or 
to prefer doing business on a small to a large scale. 
That he derived annually from his foreign trade as 
much revenue as his historians (1 K 10", 2 Ch 9 ,s ) 
state is very difficult to believe. The trade, how- 
ever, may well have been a very lucrative one. 
And, obviously, without the aid of Hiram and his 
subjects Solomon could have found neither the 
ships nor the men necessary to him for engaging 
in it. Nor was he less dependent on the skill ana 
tastes of Phoenician artists and artisans for the 
construction and ornamentation of the buildings 
on which his desires were set, and to which he 
was to owe so much of his fame in future ages. 
His own subjects were incapable of supplying 
workmen of the kind needed, whereas the Phoe- 
nicians were famous for their proficiency in archi- 
tecture and the plastic arts. It was chiefly from 
Phoenicia that Hebrew art was derived. In that 
sphere the influence of Egypt on Israel was not 
direct, but through Phoenicia.* 

Next in importance to the Tyrian was the Egyp- 
tian alliance (1 K 3 1 ). The Pharaoh with whom 
Solomon entered into alliance is not named in the 
Bible, but must have been one of the last of the 
Tanite Pharaohs (perhaps the last — Pasebchanu II., 
called by Manetho ♦ourenji). Solomon obtained a 
daughter of the Pharaoh for his wife, and received 
with her as a dowry the town of Gezer, which her 
father had captured. Gezer was a valuable gift, 
and the marriage itself seems to have flattered the 
pride both of Solomon and of his subjects. In the 
age of the Chronicler and of the Jews of later times 
the marriage came to be regarded by the pious as 
disastrous, hut there is no trace of such, a feeling in 
the older historical sources. The first great edifice 
which Solomon caused to be built was not the 
temple of J", but a palace for the Egyptian prin- 
cess. The daughter of Pharaoh was always the 
chief personage in his harem. In all probability 
she had received a much more comprehensive and 

* In the Histories of Phoenicia by Kenrick, Rawlinson, Movers, 
PieU'.-hmonn, in Kenan's Mission en I'hinieie, in CVS ii. tome 
1 and 2, and in Perrot and Chipiez' Hist, de I' Art, much infor- 
mation is to be obtained as to the relations between the Phoe- 
nicians and the Hebrews. The reigns of Hiram and Solomon 
appear to have been contemporary almost all through, as the 
former is said (Mennnder, fr. ])to have begun to reign when nine- 
tee i years old and to have been fifty -three years old when he died. 
The enumeration given in 1 K 7' :iff of the qualifications of the 
Hiram who was Solomon's chief architect and artist, indicates 
what the Phiunician* could teach the Hebrews during the reign 
of Solomon. 



refined education and training than his Moabite, 
Ammonite, Edomite, Sidonian, and Hittite wives 
and concubines. His own tastes, indeed, were of a 
kind which would have disposed him to imitate the 
style of life of a Pharaoh, but they must have been 
strengthened by his marriage with a Pharaoh's 
daughter. However explained, his ideal of king- 
ship was the ideal which had for ages been con- 
spicuously exemplified in Egypt. Like the Tyrian 
alliance, the Egyptian alliance was uninterrupted 
throughout his reign, and of the latter as of the 
former he would seem to have taken full advan- 
tage.* That he bought droves of horses and large 
numbers of chariots in Egypt and sold them at 
high prices to Hittite ana S3*rian kings may be 
fairly inferred from 1 K 10* » and 2 Ch l'«- », if 
by Mizraim in those verses Egypt be meant. t 
He also promoted and protected the carrying and 
caravan trade, which extended almost from the 
Nile to the Euphrates. He saw that the geo- 
graphical position of Palestine— between the Medi- 
terranean, Red Sea, and the Desert — gave him 
command of the chief highways of Asiatic com- 
merce, and power to secure to himself a share of 
the profits of the greatest markets of the then 
known world (those of Egypt and Chaida-a), fully 
recognized the importance of trade and commerce, 
and acted accordingly. Therein lay, perhaps, his 
greatest originality as a Hebrew ruler. His pre- 
decessors—the Judges, Saul, and David — could not 
do so, continually engaged as they were in fierce 
struggles with their enemies in and around Pales- 
tine. The general result of their struggles made 
his wider and more humane views and schemes of 
policy possible and so far realizable ; but to himself 
belongs the credit of their inception and prosecu- 
tion.? Looked at in itself, his foreign policy must 
be pronounced on the whole a reasonable one. And 
it had %ood results. It was a policy of peace ; it 
saved his subjects from the miseries of war ; it 
enriched certain classes and benefited in some 
degrees other classes ; it made the Hebrews better 
acquainted with the greatness, the wealth, and the 
state of civilization of the world around them, 
widened their views, corrected sundry prejudices, 
suggested improvements, and stimulated activity. 
It was, perhaps, the chief factor in making the 
Solomonic age the period of greatest material pro- 
gress in the history of Israel. Yet it is quite 
possible to estimate too highly the external policy 
of Solomon, while quite impossible to estimate it 
aright without viewing it in relation to his internal 
policy. There is no evidence that it was disapproved 
of by his subjects, and he did not enter into, what 
would have been abhorrent to them , any alliance with 
the Canaanites ; but it was the expression merely 
of the king's will, not of the national desire, and 
when the king died no one thought of continuing 
his policy. On the contrary, so long as the nation 
retained its national existence, it tended increas- 
ingly to self-isolation. 

11. As regards the domestic policy of Solomon, 
the list of his chief officials in 1 K 4 is of special in- 

• Neither the general Histories of Antiquity nor the special 
Histories of Ancient Egypt make any appreciable addition to 
what the Biblical historians tell us of the connexion between 
Israel and Egypt during the reign of Solomon. The lack of 
information is strange. 

t Winckler holds that by Mifraim a N. Syrian Musri is meant 
(Alt test. Untermeh. 168 rT., and Altor. Foneh. i. 24-41, 387, 338). 
Kittcl, Benringer, and others have accepted his view. Valuable, 
however, as his new facts are in themselves, they do not prove 
his Musri to be the Mifraim of Kings and Chronicles. 

J According to Eupolemus, as quoted by Eusebius (Prcrp. Ev. 
ix.), David began the maritime trade. The statement appears 
to be merelv a conjecture suggested bv the fact recordecf in 2S 
8", 1 K ll'»- is, and 1 Ch IS", that David conquered the kingdom 
of Edom. Possibly David foresaw and suggested the use to which 
his conquest might be put. It is very unlikely, however, that 
at so Inte a stage of life he should have begun such an enterprise, 
and still more unlikely that, if he had begun it, he should not 
have got the credit of it. 
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terest, particularly when compared with the lists 
of those of David in 2 S 8 16 -' 8 and 20»-* although 
of too general a nature to be definitely referable 
to any particular period. The comparison will 
show that David in the later years of Ins life had 
gone far in the direction followed by his son, and 
that between them they had effected a great 
revolution— economic, social, and political— in the 
national life of Israel. The old tribal system had 
been undermined and shattered, and a monarchical 
despotism of the only kind known in the East- 
one none the less a despotism in reality for being 
a theocracy — had been built up. The will of 
Solomon was practically the supreme law of his 
people, and neither priests nor prophets ventured 
to oppose it or to attempt to limit it. Through- 
out his reign all power in Israel was centred in 
himself and carried into effect by his officials. 
The list of his sartm (princes or chief ministers) 
in 1 K 4 s "* does not contain the name of a single 
individual who can be supposed to have been an 
independent adviser. The name of Abiathor 
should not be in it, as he was a degraded and 
banished man during Solomon's reign. The sons 
of Nathan mentioned were much more probably 
the king's own nephews, the 6ons of his brother 
Nathan, than the sons of the prophet Nathan [but 
see vol. iii. p. 488 b ]. There was no prophet among 
Solomon's princes, nor any man not directly and 
entirely dependent upon him. We are not told 
that he made any direct attack on the old tribal 
systems. It seems erroneous to represent as such 
his division of the territory of Israel (that of 
Judah was exempted) into twelve districts, over 
which were appointed twelve * officers ' (nizzdbim), 
each bound to provide in regular monthly suc- 
cession victuals for the king and his household, 
and provender for his horses and dromedaries. 
Those districts were not coextensive with the 
tribal territories. The officers to whom they were 
assigned did not displace the tribal chiefs, and had 
only a definite specific duty to perform. They 
were merely 'purveyors' or 'providers' for the 
king, his annonte. curatory. But, although the old 
tribal system and its chiefs may not have been 
assailed, the claims of the monarchy were asserted 
and its powers exercised independently of them. 
The tribal system and the monarchy coexisted 
under Solomon, but the latter was so dominant 
that the king could introduce what changes he 
pleased. Tribal and personal privileges, rights, 
and liberties were at his mercy. Doubtless the 
nation realized only slowly that such was the case, 
and how dangerous a state of things it was. The 
monarchy had been a great success, and was re- 
garded as a sacred institution. The king was 
' the Lord's anointed.' The new king was young, 
beautiful in person, a rarely brilliant, attractive, 
and imposing personality ; to outward seeming a 
perfect king. He was well aware that a great 
trust had been assigned to him, and he set a high 
value on equity in judgment and orderliness in 
administration. Many of his innovations must 
have been improvements. Some of his enter- 
prises were largely successful. For a season the 
sun of prosperity shone so brightly on his reign 
that there may well have been great contentment 
and rejoicing in Israel. 1 K 4'*'- *• 34 may be re- 
garded as echoes of that time. But disillusion- 
ment was bound to come, and gradually came as 
what was radically evil in the government of 
Solomon gradually displayed itself. Entrusted 
with unlimited power, he yielded to the tempta- 
tion to abuse it, and to enjoy it mainly for what 
he deemed his own honour and advantage. His 
policy, although not uninfluenced by worthy and 
pious aspirations, must be pronounced essentially 
selfish. The chief motives of it were the love of 



pleasure and power, of wealth and splendour and 
fame ; its main object was to promote his own 
interest, to enrich and glorify himself, and to 
strengthen and magnify the Davidic dynasty. To 
obtain his ends he required to have recourse not 
only to measures obnoxious to chiefs of tribes, 
elders of cities, and holders of landed property, 
but to such as were most oppressive to the poorer 
classes. He reduced the Canaanites to slavery, 
and employed 160,000 of them in quarrying stones 
and bearing burdens. From the Israelites he 
exacted less labour ; but they, too, were constrained 
to give personal services and to submit to heavy 
exactions. Thirty thousand of them were required 
to work by relays of ten thousand, every third 
month, in the forest of Lebanon. The statement 
to the contrary in 1 K 9" and 2 Ch 8 9 is an in- 
structive, patriotic gloss, inconsistent with the 

feneral narratives either in Kings or Chronicles, 
he Hebrews under Solomon were no longer a free 
people. While not slaves in the strict sense of 
the word, they were subject to forced labour, ' the 
levy,' the mas — a term as hateful to them as were 
its equivalents, corv6e or Frohn, in mediaeval 
Europe. David had introduced the form of servi- 
tude denoted by it (2 S Off 1 *), but Solomon greatly 
increased it. The favouritism which he showed 
towards Judah in connexion with it must have 
made it all the more offensive to Israel, while it 
was doubtless one reason why Judah did not join 
Israel in the revolt against Rehoboam. The evils 
of the 'levy' could not fail to make themselves 
increasingly felt in the course of the building 
operations which were so conspicuous a part of the 
king's domestic policy. One of his chief aims was 
to have a strong and magnificent capital. It was a 
very reasonable aim within proper limits, but these 
he tailed to recognise. To render Jerusalem as far 
as possible impregnable, and to make it a capital 
worthy of Israel and of being the centre of its 
political and especially of its religious life, was 
manifestly desirable. The fortifications and the 
temple of Jerusalem were for the benefit of all 
Israel. Like so many kings of his type, however, 
Solomon failed to see that there should be limits 
set to expensive building. He did not adequately 
realize that the territory of Israel was a very small 
one, and that, although he and those around him 
were rich, the general population — one in a transi- 
tional stage from pastoral to agricultural — was not. 
The cost of the superb buildings erected for himself 
and his dependants, added to the provisioning of a 
household containing many thousands of persons, 
the supply of what was required besides food to 
gratify the desires of his wives and concubines, and 
the expenditure on his splendid pageants, must 
have been an enormous burden on his subjects. 
No truly wise king would have persisted in such a 
policy. The natural result of it was just what 
actually happened. Whatever Judah thought, all 
Israel felt his yoke to have been intolerable ; and 
when his sou refused to lighten it, cried out, 
* What portion have we in David ? neither have 
we inheritance in the son of Jesse : to your tents, 
O Israel : now see to thine own house, David ' 
(1 K 12"). Solomon was responsible for the dis- 
ruption of the united kingdom of Israel and Judah, 
and for the consequences of it. That disruption, 
which led to the loss of the independence of both, 
was the natural result of the policy on which he 
acted throughout a forty years' reign. 

12. The foregoing observations raise the ques- 
tion, What really was the wisdom tchich the 
Biblical historians attributed to Solomon? Cer- 
tainly it was not wisdom in the higher significa- 
tions in which the term is used either in the OT 
or the NT. There is teaching in Job, Proverbs, 
Ecclesiastes, and a few of the Psalms as to. a 



Digitized by 



566 



SOLOMON 



SOLOMON 



• wisdom' which is nowhere in Scripture attributed 
to Solomon. The wisdom of Solomon as described 
either in Kings or Chron. has very little in 
common with the wisdom inculcated by St. Paul, 
St. Peter, and St. James. Further, in what the 
Biblical writers say of the wisdom of Solomon 
there is nothing which implies that it included 
any of the supernatural attainments attributed 
to him in Jewish, Arabian, and Persian traditions, 
or even of any scientific or philosophic knowledge 
properly so called.* And it must l»e added, that 
although they ascribe his • wisdom ' to God, a gift 
in answer to prayer, they do not represent piety— 
the fear and love of God — as a prominent feature 
in his 'wisdom.' While declaring him to be the 
wisest of all men, they do not represent him as an 
especially devout or righteous man. In that respect 
David, notwithstanding his many defects and 
crimes, was regarded by them as far superior to 
him. So much, then, as to what the wisdom of 
Solomon was not. As to what it was, it compre- 
hended at least the following elements : — (a) Pos- 
session of the qualities of mind— the quickness and 
accuracy of discernment and the practical sagacity — 
which are most indispensable to one who constantly 
requires to decide readily and correctly on which side 
truth and justice lie in disputed cases. Those quali- 
ties were of the utmost importance to a Hebrew 
king. Judicial functions had been the chief function 
of the 'judges,' and continued to be so of the kings. 
The king was the chief justice of the realm. 
David in his later years had been blamed for 
neglecting his judicial duties. The prayer of his 
son, on his accession to the throne, was for the 
knowledge and wisdom which would qualify him 
for the fulfilment of those duties. The judgment 
which he pronounced on the dispute between the 
two harlots was regarded by the people as evidence 
that his prayer had been granted. Seeking justice 
was by the Hebrews held to be sacred, inasmuch 
as it involved ' inquiry of God.' Almost all the 
Oriental legends regarding Solomon's wisdom which 
are not utterly extravagant are those which give 
the same kind of instances. An excellent and able 
judge, however, may not be an eminently good 
and wise man. He may be sadly lacking in true 
wisdom. (6) Possession of comparatively exten- 
sive knowledge and varied culture for a man of 
the time in which he lived. That Solomon was 
widely observant and inquisitive, interested in all 
that came under his notice and was likely to add 
to his knowledge, and that he could talk instruc- 
tively on a great variety of subjects, — on trees and 
plants, beasts* and fowls, creeping things and 
fishes, etc.,— must be admitted. ' The largeness of 
heart (rohabh lebh), even as the sand that is on the 
seashore,' ascribed to him in 1 K 4» [Heb. 5"], 
means merely, if properly understood, a compre- 
hensiveness of mind, a many-sidedness of intelli- 
gence, of great and indefinite extent. There is 
nothing exaggerated or incredible in the phrase, 
which may perhaps have suggested what has been 
so finely said of Plato : ' His pliant genius sits close 

* The knowledge of the language of birds attributed to 
Solomon in Jewish, Arabic, and Persian traditions was in Greek 
mythology ascribed to Tiresias. The Rabbis represented Solo- 
mon as the originator of the science and philosophy of the 
Greeks, Romans, and their successors. Aristotle was supposed 
to have gained his knowledge of natural history by appro- 
priating Solomon's M8S when Alexander entered Alexandria. 
The Spanish theologian J. de Pineda, in lib. iii. pp. 111-208 
of his De Rebut Salomonii, attributes to him mathematical, 
physical, astronomical, botanical, economic, ethical, and politi- 
cal writings, as well as many scientific discoveries. Theophilus 
Gale, Phil. Gener. f 8, maintains that Pythagoras and Plato got 
their symbolical and the Stoics their ethical philosophy, Hippo- 
crates his knowledge of medicine, Aristotle of animals, and 
Theophrastus of plants — ex Salomonis ichola. How greatly ex- 
aggerated, down even to recent times, has been his knowledge 
of theology may be learned from many of the commentaries 

Sublished on the ' Song of Solomon,' and even from the ' head- 
igs ' of our A V of that book. 



to universal reality, like the sea which fits into all 
the sinuosities of the land. Not a shore of thought 
was left untouched by his murmuring lip' (Ferrier, 
Inst. Met. p. 165). The wisdom of Solomon was 
wisdom at a very different stage from the wisdom 
of Socrates or Plato ; but they may have been 
alike in implying ' largeness of heart,' universality 
of intellectual interests and activity, (c) There 
have also to be included in the wisdom of Solomon 
skill in propounding and solving riddles, in put- 
ting and answering hard and abstruse questions, 
and the faculty of expressing himself in meshdlim, 
similitudes and parables, and proverbial or gnomic 
sentences which sum up in a pithy and memorable 
form the findings of prudential sagacity and moral 
reflexion. 1 K 4 a states that he ' spake three 
thousand proverbs.' One reason given for the visit 
of the queen of Sheba to his court was her desire 
to test the report which she had heard of him by 
'proving him with hard questions.' The Phoeni- 
cian historians quoted by Josephus (Ant. VIII. v. 3) 
relate that the Hebrew and the Tyrian king 
entered into a contest to determine which of them 
could solve riddles best, and that the former was 
at first successful, and won largely from his oppo- 
nent, until the latter got the assistance of a very 
acute youth called Abdemon, when Solomon was 
always defeated, and had to pay much money back 
to Hiram (see art. Riddle). In the time of Solo- 
mon, Israel passed from its heroic and imaginative 
age into a positive and practical one, resembling 
the stage in Hellenic history in which originated 
the practical maxims of the Greek ' sages ' and the 
verses of the Greek 'gnomic' poets. The result 
in Israel was the rise of a new way of thinking and 
the beginnings of a new kind of literature, the 
whole development of which must have been 
greatly influenced by the character and reign of 
Solomon. How much, if anything, he personally 
contributed by speech or writing to the ' Wisdom 
literature ' we do not know, and yet perhaps the 
whole of it, Biblical and Apocryphal, may be not 
inappropriately termed Solomonic. At the same 
time no one has probably been so overpraised for 
■ wisdom ' as he, and that alike by Mohammedans, 
Jews, and Christians. * See, further, art. Wisdom. 

13. Solomon is represented as excelling all con- 
temporary kings in wealth as well as in wisdom. 
His father is said to have left him for building the 
temple ' one hundred thousand talents of gold and 
a thousand thousand talents of silver ' (1 Cn 22"), a 
sum calculated to be equivalent to £1,025,000,000 
sterling.f His annual revenue in money is stated 
( 1 K 10", 2 Ch 9 ,s ) to have amounted to 666 talents of 
gold, equal to £4,095,900 (see art. Money, vol. iii. p. 
420*); and besides payments in money he received 
large payments in kind, both from his own subjects 
and from foreigners. Hence he was able to spend 
vast sums in luxury and display. His great ivory 
throne, which came to figure so largely in Oriental 
tradition, was overlaid with pure gold ; the shields 
of his bodyguard and the utensils of his palace 

* For an admirable comparative study of Hebrew and Greek 
proverbial literature see H. Bois, La Poi*ie Gntimique ehez Us 
Hebreux et Its Grecs : Salomon ft TheoijnU, Toulouse, 1866. A 
careful comparative study of Hebrew and Egyptian proverbial 
wisdom is a great desideratum. Wisdom books akin to the 
Proverbs of the OT, and partly to Ecclesiastcs, were produced 
in Egypt from about B.C. 8500 until about a.d. 200. ft cannot 
reasonably be supposed that in the age of Solomon they were 
wholly unknown to the Hebrews. The sayings in the oldest of 
them — the Instructions or Maxims of Ptahhotep — often 
strikingly resemble those in Proverbs. Before and during the 
reign of Solomon Egvpt was open I»th to Greeks and Jews. It 
does not follow that any of the Hebrew Wisdom books were 
composed in the time of Solomon. 

♦ Prideaux's estimate, long generally accepted, was consider- 
ably less, viz. £883,000,000. Yet he added, 'the sum is so 
prodigious, as to give reason to think that the talent* whereby 
the sum is reckoned were another sort o' *«lents of a far less 
value than the Mosaic talents, of which an account is given Ui 
the preface ' (Old and Sew Testament Connected, p. 6). 
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were all of gold. Silver, we are told, was nothing 
accounted of in his days ; be made silver to be in 
Jerusalem as stones. Such is the account given us 
of liis wealth. What are we to think of it? The 
statement as to the sum amassed by David for the 
building of the temple is, of course, incredibly large. 
The amount of annual revenue assigned to Solo- 
mon is not so, although very large. Probably it 
may have been his income merely for an excep- 
tional year or years. That he was the wealthiest 
king known to his Hebrew contemporaries may 
well be believed. But even what is said of his 
wealth in Kings and Chron. suggests that he was 
only rich after the fashion of Oriental kings. His 
golden targes, golden utensils, and throne overlaid 
with gold, seem to imply that he could find little 

[>roductive use for his gold. Gold came into circu- 
ation as money among the Hebrews only in the 
time of David, and probably it was little used by 
them as such in the time of Solomon. Various 
peoples have passed through a stage in which a 
pound of gold was willingly exchanged for a pound 
of silver or even of copper; The Shahs of Persia 
and Emirs of Scinde were not wealthier than are 
European monarchs, although they had, as a rule, 
vastly more treasure in the form of jewels and the 
precious metals. The value of the material of 
money depends largely on its purchasing power 
and rapidity of circulation. Had Solomon's silver, 
and still more had his gold, much of either ? It is 
not likely that they had. Although he may have 
made silver as stones 'in Jerusalem,' there 'is 
nothing to indicate that it was plentiful outside of 
Jerusalem. There was gold in abundance at the 
court and among the king's officers and favourites, 
but there is no evidence of its haying reached the 
farmers and peasants of Palestine. Probably in 
the form of money most of it got into the hands of 
the Phoenicians and other foreign traders. By the 
great extension of the royal domains during his 
reign, Solomon must have increased his real wealth 
more than by the importation of gold ; but such 
enrichment of himself implied the impoverishment 
of his subjects, and that in a country of very small 
extent, and of which the real prosperity mainly de- 
pended on agriculture. The money spent on mag- 
nificent buildings must have been to a large extent 
wasted. We may believe, therefore, almost all 
that we are told about the wealth of Solomon, and 
yet believe also that even his economic policy was 
foolish, and tended to national bankruptcy and the 
ruin of his dynasty. 

14. Closely connected with the wisdom and wealth 
of Solomon was his 'fame' and 'glory.' The 
' fame ' of Solomon denoted by the Hebrew words 
shem (1 K 4* 1 ), shtmuah (1 K 10 7 , 2 Ch 9«), and 
shema (1 K 10 1 , 2 Ch 9 1 ), — name, hearing, report, — 
was, like all fame, an external thing, 'a fancied 
life in others' breath.' The 'glory' of Solomon, 
although denoted in the NT t»y the same term 
(doxa) as 'the glory of the Son of Man,' was a 
very different kind of glory. It was not glory of 
the highest order, the glory of essential excellence, 
but a superficial glory attainable by striving after 
effect, by the lavish display and expenditure of 
wealth, by showy talents, by courting popularity, 
and the like. The glory which Solomon sought 
for he obtained in Ian extraordinary measure in 
his lifetime, and it grew in the course of ages to 
the most extravagant proportion. Orientals are 
fond of display and pomp, and doubtless, at least 
for a lengthened period, Solomon, with his good 
disposition and brilliant gifts and conspicuous suc- 
cess, must have seemed to his subjects an almost 
ideal king. He gave Israel a place among the 
nations which it had never previously held, secured 
to it peace and prosperity, perfected its organiza- 
tion and administration, and so transformed, 



adorned, and enriched Jerusalem as to make it 
appear the central city, the joy and pride of the 
whole earth. Not only to the Hebrews but to 
all the peoples of the Semitic world he must have 
seemed the foremost monarch of the age. His in- 
tellectual gifts and acquisitions were so displayed 
as to cause him to be regarded as a paragon 
of wisdom, one whose knowledge and judgment 
had never been equalled, a sage and ruler superior 
to all others on the earth. Hence we are told 
many princes and renowned men came from afar 
to visit him, to see the grandeur of his court, to 
hear the wisdom of his words, and to pay him 
homage and present him with gifts. Of all his 
visitors, the queen of SllEBA naturally mad^ the 
greatest impression. She was a much more ex- 
alted personage than the princes and sheikhs with 
whom the Israelites were familiar. She came from 
' the uttermost parts of the earth' (Mt 12 43 ) ; came 
in high state ' with a very great train with camels 
that bare incense and very much gold and precious 
stones '(IK 10 2 ) ; came, it would appear, attracted 
purely by the fame of the wisdom, and especially 
of the religious wisdom, of Solomon ; and departed 
leaving magnificent gifts, confessing that what she 
had heard was not half of what she had found to be 
true, and thanking and blessing the God of Israel. 

The above is, in substance, all that is related of the famous 
visit of the Sabac&n queen to Solomon ; and it is also the origin 
and basis of all that has been fabled about herself and her 
visit by the Rabbis, Arabs, Persians, and Abyssinians. Many 
modern critics pronounce even the Biblical account of it (1 K 
10>-13, repeated in 2 Ch 9'- 12 ) to be manifestly legendary. And 
it may be a legend. There is no historical evidence to the 
contrary except the clear and positive statement made by Kings. 
But it is certainly not manifeitly legendary. Wellhausen. 
Stade, Kloetermann, Benzinger, and other eminent critics all 
content themselves with mere assertion to that effect. 

The fame of the glory of Solomon was largely posthumous. 
Great as it was among his contemporaries, the whole course of 
subsequent Hebrew history tended to increase it. After his 
reign the Hebrew people passed through stages of humiliation 
and affliction while clinging tenaciously to the belief that they 
were God's elect and had a glorious future before them. To 
endure the present, they were always providentially constrained 
to magnify the past. The more they sank, the more they com- 
forted themselves by thinking of what they had been and 
imagining what they could be. And the age of Solomon was 
the golden age of their history, and Solomon himself their 
most brilliant and renowned king. Hence there was in the 
OT an idealization of kingship founded on the character of the 
personality, life, and reign of Solomon, and impelled and guided 
by a truly Divine inspiration which has been of immense signifi- 
cance to the world. It forms a large and precious portion of 
Messianic prophecy. The initial impulse to the close connexion 
of Solomon with it may, perhaps, have been Nathan's promise 
to David (28 7" i6and ICh 17»-1«) that J" would raise up to 
him a seed that should build up the house of the Lord, and 
whose kingdom and throne would be established for ever. As 
soon, however, as we go further we find ourselves in an alto- 
gether unreal world. Jewish Rabbis indulged in the most ex- 
travagant exaggerations as to the gifts and glory of Solomon. 
Christian writers followed suit, and showed themselves almost as 
credulous and inventive. 

15. Religion of Solomon.— The Biblical historio- 
graphers who have treated of the reign of Solomon 
regarded him as having fallen far short of his 
father in piety. While pronouncing David a man 
according to God's own heart (1 S 12", 1 K ll 33 »), 
they have so spoken of Solomon's death ( 1 K 1 1°, 
2 Ch 9 31 ) as to have given rise to a long controversy 
among the Church Fathers as to his salvation.* 
* St. Augustine and the Latin Fathers generally pronounced 
against, and St. Chrysostom and the Greek Fathers in favour 
of, belief in his salvation. Calmet, in his Diet., i.v. 'Salomon, 
Nouvelle Dissert, de la salut du Salomon,' has collected the 
opinions. Dante unites him in Paradise with the four great 
schoolmen, and makes Aquinas thus describe him :— 
•The fifth light, 
Goodliest of all, is by such love inspired, 
That all your world craves tidings of his doom : 
Within there is the lofty light, endowed 
With sapience so profound, if truth be truth, 
That with a ken of such wide amplitude 
No second has arisen.' 

—Par. x. 108-114 (Cary's tr.\ 
The third line is the rendering of Dante's : 
'Che tutto il mondo 
Laggiu nc gola di saper novella.' 
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Now, thud Solomon's piety was not so warm and 
intense as David's is what no one will question, yet 
that it was in some resects superior may well be 
maintained, and can even scarcely l>e denied by any 
one who attempts to judge of David and Solomon 
from a Christian standpoint. With good gifts and 
great^qualities, David had terrible defects. While 
intensely real, his faith in J" was comparatively 
crude and unenlightened. Hence his piety was 
compatible with such horrid deeds as his conduct 
towards Uriah, his allowing the innocent sons of 
Saul to be 'hung up unto the Lord in Gibeon' 
(2 S 21 s - »), and his ruthless treatment of the Moab- 
ites (2 S 8*) and Ammonites (2 S 12"). 

The memory of Solomon is unstained by such 
acts. His faith in J", however otherwise inferior 
to David's, was so much more rational and ethical 
as to save him from much which David did. He 
too had faith in J", but a considerably different 
faith, and one implying a higher and worthier 
conception of J". The general tendency of his 
reign was towards spiritual enlightenment. The 
Solomonic age was not one of spiritual decadence 
on the whole, but a distinct spiritual advance in 
important respects on the age of the 'judges' and 
of the first two kings ; and doubtless Solomon 
contributed more to its being so than any other 
person. The interest of revelation required a 
Solomon as well as a Samuel, Saul, or David. 
David's significance as a king in relation to the 
Messiah was as a victorious warrior ; Solomon's 
as the prince of peace— no inferior honour. There 
is no warrant for reckoning Solomon among the 
sceptics. The son of David could not fail to have 
been taught to revere and honour J". The com- 
mencement of his reign was marked by a display 
of ardent piety towards J", and the expression of 
humble dependence on His guidance. Throughout 
his reign he acted as temporal head of the Hebrew 
theocracy, as chief of the ministers of J" in Israel. 
He delighted in the offices of Divine worship. 
Some have denied, but without apparent proof, 
that he took part in what have been called dis- 
tinctly priestly acts— slaying the victims and offer- 
ing incense. All the other acts of worship — all 
those which the Hebrew prophets deemed most 
sacred and spiritual — he is clearly recorded to 
have performed. In connexion with the building 
of the temple, he showed his anxiety to render to 
J" a worthy expression of gratitude for His kind- 
ness towards David and himself. His prayer at the 
dedication of the temple, the substantial authen- 
ticity of which there seems to be no reason to doubt, 
iH one of the grandest devotional utterances to be 
found in pre-Christian devotional literature. 

Solomon evidently desired to render the service 
in the temple beautiful and impressive, the temple 
itself the chief and central sanctuary in the land, 
and Jerusalem not only the royal residence and 
national capital, but the holy city. He thereby, 
however, displeased those who disliked changes hi 
religion and preferred the old simplicity and rude- 
ness of worship to innovations. They included 
probably most of the uncultured tribesmen of the 
north. The seer Ahijah was at their head. They 
may have had a considerable amount of truth and 
reason as well as piety on their side, but not more 
than the innovators— Solomon, the priests, and all 
others who were in favour of progress. The changes 
introduced by Solomon tended to further the spiri- 
tual education of the Jewish people, to suggest to 
receptive minds among them larger and worthier 
thoughts of God, and to contribute to the imman- 
ence and progressiveness of religion in Israel. 

16. Alleged Apostasy of Solomon.— The age of 
Solomon was in the main one of intellectual libera- 
tion and religious enlightenment, although to many 
of his subjects it may have appeared one of scepti- 



cism and impiety. That the king abandoned his 
faith in J" and became an idolater is difficult to 
believe, while it is easy to conceive how the faiiut to 
that effect may have arisen. Solomon built altars 
for his foreign wives, and allowed them to worship 
their national gods on earth brought from their 
native lands and in the language and forms of de- 
votion which were familiar and sacred to them. 
He did not allow them to proselytize or to attempt 
to act the part which was afterwards played by 
Jezebel ; and it is even very unlikely, seeing that 
they were all members of his own household, that 
he pennitted either the cruel or the licentious acts 
sometimes practised in the worship of certain of 
their deities. But to Ahijah and his partisans 
toleration of any worship in Israel except tliat of 
J" appeared tantamount to apostasy from J", and 
the worship of a strange god. They necessarily 
saw therefore in Solomon's conduct proof that kis 
heart was turned away from J" and given to the 
foreign gods whom he allowed his wives to worship. 
They judged of it by a crude and immoral concep- 
tion of J", while Solomon himself must have seen 
in it no treason against J", and believed it to be 
reasonable and right. The religious toleration 
granted by him to his wives was an almost inevit- 
able consequence of his policy of alliances with 
foreign rulers through marriages. There was, 
however, apparently no opposition given or offence 
taken by his subjects either to his polygamy or 
his marriage with foreign women. They seem to 
have regarded his multitude of wives complacently 
as a sign of his wealth and grandeur. In his poly- 
gamy he only followed the example, and probably 
the advice, of his father. Nor was his offence 
marriage with foreign wives, although he is not 
recorded to have married any of his own subjects. 
Perhaps few of them would have been considered 
suitable wives for so great a king, and marriages 
with them could have had no political advantages. 
It was his religious toleration per se which was 
condemned, and held to imply disloyalty to J" and 
the worship of other gods. 

That he should have been guilty of the apostasy 
and sin alleged seems incredible and inexplicable 
on any supposition except one, viz. that his mode 
of life haa left him prematurely worn out both in 
body and mind, so as to be, even in the fifth 
decade of his age, in a senile condition, and hardly 
responsible for liis actions. That is little if any- 
thing more than a supposition. Yet it seems to 
be hinted at by the author of 1 K ll 1 " 8 , who writes 
as if willing to excuse and yet unwilling to express 
himself plainly, when telling us of Solomon's 
'cleaving in love to many strange women,' and 
that ' Ins heart was turned away after strange 

fods when he was old ' (say over fifty years of age), 
'he erotic element in the Song of Songs, so far as 
it refers to Solomon, is also, perhaps, in this con- 
nexion not to be overlooked. The apocryphal 
book Sirach, while otherwise glorifying Solomon 
in the most generous manner, distinctly singles 
out for condemnation his sensuality as ' what 
stained his honour and polluted his seed, brought 
wrath on his children, divided Israel, and made 
Ephraim a rebel kingdom' (42 19 - a ). The censure 
was fully deserved. However numerous and 
attractive may have been the gifts and good 
qualities of Solomon, he had two great faults- 
self-love and self-indulgence. He was blind to the 
claims of self-sacrifice and self-restraint, and hence 
was no wise man in the highest sense, but merely 
the wisest fool of his day. His harem may suffice 
for proof. If his wives and concubines together 
really amounted to a thousand women, it would 
seem to have been the largest of which there is 
any record in history. It was doubtless mon- 
strously large, and 'eunuchs' were among the 
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attendants in it. Yet Solomon had only one son, 
and that so', was Rehoboam — 'ample,' as Ben 
Sira says, 'in foolishness and lacking in under- 
standing, who by his counsel let loose the people ' 
(Sir 47^). God's violated law of married love 
clearly avenged itself on Solomon and condemned 
his polygamy. 

17. Close of Solomon's Career.— Before his death 
Solomon had largely lost the popularity which he 
had enjoyed in the earlier years of his reign. He 
had overtaxed and overburdened his subjects, and 
made a lavish and wasteful use of the national 
resources, and the selfishness which led him to do 
so had defeated its oWn ends. He had given offence, 
in a considerable measure, perhaps unnecessary 
o Hence, to the prophets and their adherents and to 
the Ephraimites generally. But the fame he had 
acquired could not be forgotten, and he had done 
too much for Israel to be despised or assailed. His 
reputation was a part, and a large part, of that 
of the nation. Hence none of his 'adversaries 
rose against him.' The recollection of what he had 
been protected him even against his bitterest ene- 
mies among the Ephraimites ; and Ahijah himself 
preached the very strange doctrine that God desired 
Solomon's sins to be overlooked for David's sake, 
and Rehoboam punished for the transgressions of 
Solomon (1 K ll* 7 '**). But, even although left un- 
molested, he must surely, when he began to realize 
that death was not far away, have looked back on 
his lengthened reign with great dissatisfaction. 
He had abundant cause for contrition and regret. 
He had not been a good shepherd of his people. 
He had sought his own glory far more than their 
good. He had preferred low aims to high, and 
could not fail to be conscious thereof. He had 
impoverished and oppressed large numbers of his 
subjects. He had not made Israel a thoroughly 
consolidated nation, as he might and should have 
done. He had talked wisdom and practised folly. 
He had through selfishness failed to take advan- 
tage of the precious gifts and grand opportunities 
for usefulness which J" had granted him. He had 
professed piety and preached righteousness, yet 
dishonoured God, degraded himself, and set an 
evil example to others by his luxury and licentious- 
ness. Looking seriously over his past, he could 
not but realize that, with all its appearance of 
splendour, it had been essentially, so far as he 
was concerned, a deplorable failure, a vanity of 
vanities, whatever might be made of it by an over- 
ruling Providence. He may have been spared the 
misery of foreseeing that immediately on his 
deatli his son would be so foolish as to provoke a 
disruption of the kingdom, and therefore bring 
innumerable woes both on Judah and on Israel, 
but he can hardly have failed to forecast that 
troublous times for the monarchy were approach- 
ing. Throughout almost the whole of his reign 
the relations between Israel and Egypt had been 
friendly ; by the time of his death the Pharaoh 
Shishak was meditating war, and five years later, 
he captured Jerusalem, plundered Solomon's temple 
and palace, and left Rehoboam to substitute shields 
of brass for his father's shields of gold. The dis- 
ruption of Israel and Judah was fatal to both, and 
Sol lomon even more than Rehoboam was respon- 
sible for it. It is not surprising, therefore, that 
both in Kings and Chronicles, when his death is 
recorded, he should, notwithstanding all the glory 
he had gained, receive no word of commendation. 
All that is said is that ' he slept with his fathers, 
and was buried in the city of David his father ; 
and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead ' ( 1 K 
11«, 2 Ch 9 31 )- 

Litbratcbe." — Milman, Hist: of the Jews (1860), i. 807 ff.; 
Stanlev, Hist, of Jewish Church, ii. I39ff.; Fr. Newman, HM. 
of Heb. Monarchy, ch. iv. ; the Histories of Ewald (iii. 204 ff.), 



Stade (1884, p. 374 ff.), A. Kohler (1884, ii. 874 ff.), A. Kloeter- 
mann (1890, p. lU8ff.), Wellhausen (1807, p. (ioff.X Guthe(1899, 
p. HOff.X Comill (1898, p. 861T.), Kent (1896, p. 169ff.), Kittel 
(ii. 177 ff.), Kenan (ii. 96 ff.), Piepenbriug (1898, p. 167 ff.); ef. 
also Winckler, Atittst. Untemuciiungrn, (1892) 601., (1884) Iff.; 
McCurdy, 11 I'M 6 206ff. ; B. W. Bacon, 'Solomon in Tradition 
and in Fact,' in Sew World, June 1898, p. 212 ff. ; and articles 
in Herzog, Riehm, and Sohenkel. As regards commentaries, etc., 
on the sources, see the bibliographical lists appended to articles 
on Ki.nob and Curo.nici.B8. R. FUXT. 

SOLOMON'S PORCH. — See Porch, and Temple, 
p. 713". 

SOLOMON'S SERVANTS (nbty ! LXX usually 
Sov\ol 'SaXu/itif [but see ad Jin.]). — In the two lists 
of exiles who returned to Jerusalem from Babylon 
with Zerubbabel, the sons of Solomon's servants are 
first mentioned immediately after the Nethinim 
(Ezr 2 8a -» 7 , Neh l*-**), and then included with them, 
as though they were subdivisions of the same class : 
' All the Nethinim, and the children of Solomon's 
servants, were three hundred and ninety-two' 
(Ezr 2* Neh 7 M ). At Neh 10" the sons of Solo- 
mon's servants appear to be included amongst the 
Nethinim. At Neh 11 s they are again mentioned 
along with them ; but the parallel list of 1 Ch 9 s 
contents itself with using the more familiar of the 
two titles, as though the person who inserted this 
list did not distinguish between Nethinim and 
sons of Solomon's servants. As to their position 
and functions it will therefore be sufficient to 
refer to art. Nethinim. 

It is clear from Ezk 44"- that non - Israelites 
were employed for many menial duties connected 
with the temple service. The caste of foreigners 
thus referred to may have originated from the 
body of forced labourers whom Solomon is said to 
have used in building the temple and other struc- 
tures (1 K 9* M ). These would not unnaturally 
be called Solomon's slaves or servants. After the 
temple was finished, some of them might be 
retained for the inferior offices of the house of 
God, and the title originally bestowed on them 
would cling to them. In succeeding generations 
the composition of the class would vary from a 
number of causes : some families would die out, 
others would be added from prisoners of war and 
other sources. Nor is there any difficulty in con- 
ceiving of them as holding together in the Exile. 
We can readily imagine members of the minor 
orders in the Roman Catholic Church doing so in 
like circumstances. Torrey (Comp. and Hist. 
Value of Ezra-Nehemiah, p. 40) thinks that the 
mention of them is simply an instance of the 
Chronicler's determination to connect every insti- 
tution belonging to his own day with David and 
Solomon. But it may fairly be argued that the 
very lowliness of the title ' Solomon's slaves ' is 
in favour of its genuineness. No body of men 
would have been willing to bear it if it had been 
arbitrarily imposed from without in the days of 
the second temple. But if it were inherited, the 
disagreeable connotation would be worn on' in the 
process of time. 

The remark made respecting the family names 
of the Nethinim must be repeated here. They 
indicate a foreign origin. There can have been 
only a small number of persons in each of the 
families, as will be seen by dividing the total 
number by that of the families. The spelling of 
the names varies slightly in the two lists, but 
there is no ground for the distinction Pochercth 
of Zebaim (Ezr 2 07 ) and Pochereth Zcbaim (Neh 7 s ") 
in AV ; in both places RV rightly reproduces 
Porherelh-hazzcbaim. The Pesh. differs from AIT 
in two points. At Ezr 2 3r — but not at Neh 7 W — 
it gets rid of Solomon's servants entirely, reading 

SO i \» . i 1 O (AL . i 1 -V; LXX B has viol 
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'Ap6vfft\, v.", and viol 'ApSyccXfid, v.". At Neh ll 3 
it n lakes them dwell at Jerusalem, not in the 
cities of Judah. J. Taylok. 

SOMEIS (Zoneels, AV Samis), 1 Es 9*=Shimei, 
Ezr 10*. 

SOMETIME, SOMETIMES These forms are 

used indiscriminately in AV, and (except Sir 37") 
always in the sense of ' once upon a time,' 
1 formerly.' The Gr. is always wort. RV changes 
in every case : in Wis 5 s , Col 3 7 , Tit 3 s , 1 P 3* into 
' aforetime' ; in Eph 2 13 5 8 into * once ' ; in Col l 21 
into ' in time past.' For the indiscriminate spell- 
ing, cf. Melvill, Diary, lx., 'He tuik him to rest, 
and passed ouer that haill day, sum tyme in rest, 
as it seimed, and sum tymes in paine.' For ' some- 
time,' meaning ' formerly,' cf. La l 1 Cov. ' Alas, 
how sitteth the cite so desolate, yt some tyme 
was full of people ?' ; and for ' sometimes,' Shaks. 
Rich. II. I. li. 54, 'Thy sometimes brother's wife.' 
Abbott (Shaks. Gram. p. 51) thinks this is the 
meaning also in Merch. of Venice, I. i. 163 — 

* Sometimes from her eyes 
I did receive (air speechless messages.' 

In the mod. sense of 'occasionally' the only 
example in AV is Sir 37" (Gr. More). But that 
meaning was quite common at the time. Thus 
Elyot, Governour, ii. 225, ' Some tyme it \Jides] 
may be called faythe, some tyme credence, other 
whyles truste ' ; Tindale, Expos. 30, ' Centurion is 
a captain of a hundred men ; whom I call some- 
time a centurion, but for the most part a hunder- 
captain.' J. Hastings. 

SON.— See Family. 



SON OP GOD.— 

Use or the title ' Son of God ' In— 
I. OT and jRWisii Writings. 

1. OT. -Title applied to : 

(a) angels ; 

(b) judges or rulers ; 
(r) the theocratic king ; 

(d) the theocratic people ; 

(<•) the Messiah-Ps 89 and Ps i 

2. Jewish Writings:— 

(i.) Apocrypha and PBeudepigrapha. 
(ii.) The Talmud. 

II. NT. 

1. The Gospels. 

(a) Use of the term ' Son of God.' 

(i.) Incidental uses, 
(ii.) St. Peter's confession, 
(in.) The voice from heaven at the Baptism 
and at the Transfiguration : 
(«) The textual question. 
(£) Nature of the manifestation. 

(b) The correlative terms ' Father ' and ' Son.' 

2. Rest of NT. 

(o) The title ' Son of God.' 
(b) The titles ' Father' and 'Son.' 
Note on the use of weut BuZ. 
8. The significance of these titles— 

(a) For contemporaries, Jewish and non-Jewish — 
(i.) The populace, 
(ii.) The centurion, 
(lii.) The ruling classes, 
(iv.l The disciples. 
(6) For Jesus Himself— 

(i.) The filial consciousness of Jesus, 
(ii.) The testimony of the Father, 
lii.) Messiahship and Divinity, 
iv.) Pre-existence. 

(e) For the Apostles- 

He 11-3. 
Col 1 (>»)• 1». 
Ro 8». 

Note on the origin of the Christian use of the title 
' Son of God.' 
III. Thr Early Ciicrch. 

1. Tne sub-Apostolic Fathers. 

Note on the meaning of ' Son ' in the Apostles' Creed. 

2. Marcellus of Ancyra. 

Conclusion. 
Literature. 

I. Thf. Old Testamf.nt a nd Jewish Writings. 
— The history of the term ' Son of God ' in the pre- 



Christian period is the history of a gradual height- 
ening and concentration of meaning in connexion 
with the culminating point of biblical revelation. 
The use of the term is at first rather poetic or 
rhetorical than in the strict sense theological. It 
is applied to a number of objects in such a way as 
to invest them with a special dignity and value, or 
to hint at a special relation of nearness and appre- 
ciation on the part of God ; but it did not denote 
any essential partaking in the Divine nature. Only 
in Christian times does this latter sense come to 
attach to it. 

1. Old Testament. — In OT the phrase, or 
something like it, is used of angels, of human 
judges, of the theocratic king, of the theocratic 
people, and of the Messiah. It is this last use 
which is taken up and further developed in Chris- 
tianity. 

(a) In the first passage that meets us, Gn 6 1 * * 
(ascribed to the 9th cent, document J), the term is 
applied to the race of demigods or angelic beings 
which is conceived as existing before the Flood. 

This passage proved rather a stumbling-block to the later 
Jewish exegesis, and was variously explained. The main body 
of Septuagint MSS (K B are not extant) tr. literally «' mm tim 
Situ (so also Theodotion). A group, including A, paraphrases 
this (in v.» but not in v.«) as «' iyyt\i. Aquila tr. still more 
literally «' vim vSt 0i«>, leaving an opening, as it would seem, 
for some such sense as that given in the next paragraph. 
Symm. interprets less equivocally W uUi r«» Ivmrnvo-**, as 
though the reference was to the profligate sons of the upper or 
ruling classes. Some modern Jewish commentators, along with 
Dr. Field (Hexapla, L 22), make the 1 sons of God ' = the 
descendants of Seth, and the 'daughters of men '= the descend- 
ants of Cain. But there can be little doubt that the sense is as 
in Job 1« 2> 387, Ps 291 etc 

(b) In one remarkable verse the title seems to be 
applied to judges or rulers (Ps 82 s ), ' I said, Ye are 
gods ; and all of you sons of the Most High ' (cf. 
v. 1 ; also Jn 10 s4 ). And in a number of places 
'judges' are in some way or other equated with 
'gods' (Ex 21« RVm and AV, 22 s - 9 RVm and AV, 
1 S 2 a RVm and A V ; in all these places ' Got! ' in 
RV is lit. ' gods,' 'eldhim, according to the familiar 
idiom). 

The origin of this latter usage is not quite clear. It appears 
to be connected with the fact that judicial or quasi-judicial 
decisions were given in early times in the form of oraeUt at 
some sacred place and in the name of the deity. 

It is a further question whether or how far Ps 828 was 
suggested by this usage. That it was so suggested was the 
older view ; and Duhm (e.g.) still explains of the Hasmonasan 
princes ; Baethgen, of heathen rulers. But some recent writers, 
not without precursors in the earlier days of criticism, take 
more literally: e.g. Oheyne, of the 'patron angels' of oppres- 
sive heathen notions; Wellhausen (ad loe.) and Smend (AT 
Theol. p. 394 ff .), of the gods of these nations. Most commen- 
tators compare Ps 68, reading 4 O ye gods' in v.i. 

(c) Of more importance, and indeed on the direct 
line of Messianic promises, is the designation as 
applied to the theocratic king. For this the lead- 
ing passage is the assurance given by Nathan to 
David, ' I will be his father, and he shall be my 
son' (2 S 7 U ). Many other places point back to. 
this, esp. Ps 89 M - n . But these will meet us again 
under (e). 

(rf) Closely associated with the application to 
the theocratic king is that to the theocratic people. 
For this we go back primarily to Ex 4** 'Thou 
shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord, 
Israel is my son, my firstborn,' — an announcement 
that seems to have been present to the mind of the 
prophet Hosea when he wrote, * When Israel was 
a child, then I loved him, and called my son out 
of Egypt' (Hos 11'). 

(c) If the title ' son ' is given both to the theo- 
cratic king and to the theocratic people where 
these are clearly distinguished from each other, 
still more inevitable was it that the same title 
would belong to them when the two ideas coalesce 
into one, as they do in the passages that may be 
called more directly Messianic. Conspicuous among 
these are Pss 89 and 2. 
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Ps 89. — Tliis psalm is based upon the promises of 
2 S 7, but also in v. 27 clearly takes up Ex 4 M . 
Hence, while it is agreed that both King and 
people are in view, opinions diifer somewhat as to 
the degree of prominence to be assigned to each. 
Cheyne (Comm. on v. 3 *) has 1 no doubt that the 
Davidic king (or rather 'the Davidic royalty') is 
meant.' But 'the Davidic house has long been 
overthrown, and the fate of the nation has a more 
practical interest for the writer, whose description 
partly fits the king, partly the people, now become 
the heir of the old Davidic promises.' In OP p. 
118 he pronounces more decidedly for the 'post- 
exile Jewish Church' in the Persian period (Arta- 
xerxes ii. and m.). Strack points out a close 
resemblance to the state of things under Josiah; 
Duhm, to that under Alexander Janna»us (c. 88 B.C.). 
Wellhausen, like Cheyne, explains of the com- 
munity, which ' in the history of the theocracy 
succeeded to the place formerly occupied by the 
kings.' 

Ps 2.— Even more central in its bearing upon 
the history of Christian thought is Ps 2, esp. v.™. 
Opinion is leaning rather more than it did to the 
view expressed by Cheyne, tliat this psalm has 
not ' a contemporary historical reference ' (though 
Duhm believes it to have been composed at the 
accession of Aristobulus I. or Alexander Janmeus ; 
Cheyne himself thinks that the writer 'throws 
himself back' into the age of David or Solomon, 
to which, according to Strack, he belongs). What 
might be called the most modern view is concisely 
stated by Wellhausen (PD, 'Psalms,' ad loc): 
' The Messiah is the speaker, and the whole psalm 
is composed in His name. It is not merely the 
hopes concerning the future to which he gives 
expression ; it is the claims to world-wide dominion 
already cherished by the Jewish Theocracy. All 
the heathen are destined to obey the Jews; if 
they fail to do so, they are rebels. The Messiah 
is the incarnation of Israel's universal rule. He 
and Israel are almost identical, and it matters 
little whether we say that Israel has or is the 
Messiah. . . . On the day when Jhvh founded 
the Theocracy, He gave it the right to unlimited 
earthly dominion. This right is involved in the 
very idea of the Theocracy. Zion, as being the 
seat of the Divine rule, is, ipso facto, the seat of 
universal rule.' % 

It will be seen how the most advanced science of 
our time is by degrees giving back a full equiva- 
lent for the old naive conception that would make 
the passages above quoted direct unmediated pre- 
dictions of the personal Messiah. As applied to 
the Messiah these prophecies are not unmediated. 
The steps are one thing, the shrine to which they 
lead is another. The Scriptures of which we have 
been speaking mark so many separate contri- 
butions to the total result ; but the result, when 
it is attained, has the completeness of an organic- 
whole. A Figure was created — projected as it 
were upon the clouds — which was invested with 
all the attributes of a person. And the minds of 
men were turned towards it in an attitude of ex- 
pectation. It makes no matter that the lines of 
this Figure are drawn from different originals. 
They meet at last in a single portrait ure. And we 
should never have known how perfectly they meet 
if we had not had the NT picture to compare with 
that of OT. The most literal fulfilment of pre- 
diction would not be more conclusive proot that 
all the course of the world and all the threads of 
history arc in one guiding Hand. 

2. JEWISH WuJtisgs.—I'h 2, as it has been 
rightly observed, stands at the head of a long line 
of subsequent development. The conception of the 
Messiah as also ' Son ' became a fixed part of the 
tradition, not perhaps quite so widely extended as 



might have been expected,— it does" not figure at all 
largely in the Talmud,— and yet sufficiently attested 
in those forms of Judaism which present the nearest 
affinities to Christianity. 

(i.) The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha. — The 
title 'Son' as applied to the Messiah occurs only 
ome in the Book of Enoch (105*) in a passage the 
origin and date of which are uncertain. It does 
not occur at all in Apoc. of Baruch. But in 4 Ezra 
(2 Esdras) it seems to be fairly well established. 
This book is lost in the original (Or. or Heb. ?), but 
is preserved in no fewer than five versions, Lat. , Syr. , 
Mth., Arab, (two forms), Arm., which are com- 
monly supposed to rank in this order, though the 
subject has not yet been thoroughly investigated. 

The text printed in our Bibles is from the Latin. In T 23 - 28 
this version has evidently passed through Christian hands ; Syr. 
has twice and Arab, once 'my Son Messiah,' Alth. once 'my 
Sen-ant Messiah ' (perhaps = xoic)i and Ann. once ' the 
Messiah of God.' From this rough statement, which can hardly 
be pursued into close detail, it will be seen that there is some 
doubt. In lffW and « Lat. Syr. Arab., and in 13"" Lot. Syr. 
identically, and iEth. Arab, approximately, all have ' Son,' which, 
however, does not appear in the Armenian. A like relation 
is found in 14', where Lat. Syr. iEth. Codd. Arab, have ' Son ' ; 
j£th. Codd. 1 sons,' while Arm. drops and paraphrases. The 
edd., including Hilgenfeld and Gunkel in Kautzsch, Apokr. u. 
Pneudepig. d.AT, read ' Son ' in all these places ; but the reading 
rannot be regarded as quite secure (cf. Drummond, Jewuh 
Mesriah, pp. 2S5-288). 

The strongly Messianic passage in Ps-Sol IT* 3 - 31 has not the 
title ' Son,' but clearly borrows from Pb 2 in v.«. 

(ii). The Talmud.— Apart from the above instances 
there is not much evidence for the Messianic inter- 
pretation of Ps 2 in the Rabbinic literature. Dal- 
man ( Wvrte Jesu, p. 222) gives three examples of 
this, one dating c. 210 and another c. 350 a. d. 

Two other comments quoted by him are of some interest. 
The Midraah on Ps 2 la concludes thus: 'To whom is this like? 
To a king who is wroth with his subjects, and the subjects go 
and make their peace with the king's son, that he may make 
peace for them. Then when the subjects go to give thanks to 
the king, he saith to them : Would ye give thanks to me ? Go 
and give them to my son ; since, but for him, I should long ago 
have blotted out the people. So saith God to the nations of the 
world when they would give thanks to him. Go thank the 
children of Israel, for without them ye would not have continued 
for a single hour.' 

A late comment ;n Midr. Tehill. ii. 7 is expressly directed 
against the Christian interpretation : ' From this passage (Ps 27) 
an answer may be given to the Minim (Christians) who say the 
Holy One — blessed be He — has a Son, and thou canst reply to 
them : it does not mean " A Son art Thou to Me," but "Thou 
art My Son"; like a servant whom his master encourages by 
saying to him, " I love thee as my son ! " ' Although this is set 
down as ' very late,' it is just the interpretation that would be 
natural to a Jew. 

II. The New Testament.— In passing over to 
NT it is important to observe that we should not 
form an adequate conception of the significance of 
the title ' Son of God ' if we were to confine our- 
selves to the use of that title alone. It is true that 
it occurs in some central passages, and true that 
in these passages the phrase is invested with great 
depth of meaning. But we should not adequately 
appreciate this depth, and still less should we 
understand the mass and volume of NT teaching 
on this head, if we did not directly connect with the 
explicit references to the 'Son of God ' that other 
long series of references to God as pre-eminently 
' the Father,' and to Christ as pre-eminently ' the 
Son.' These two lines of usage are really conver- 
gent. And we must first consider them separately 
before we bring them together. It has seemed 
best first to collect and sift the evidence before 
seeking to penetrate further into its meaning. 

1. THE GOSPELS.— (a) Use of the term ' Son of 
God.' — The use of this term is perhaps more sparing 
than we might suppose. And the number of in- 
stances on which we can really lay stress will be 
found to shrink somewhat on examination. 

(i.) Incidental uses. — Only in the Fourth Gospel 
(S* 3 9 s5 [var. led.] 10 M ll 4 ) is the title ' Son of God ' 
used by our Lord expressly of Himself. And 
although three at kast of the places in which it 
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is described as used of Him are of salient import- 
ance, this is not the case with others. Instances 
like Mk l 1 (where the reading is also not quite 
certain), Jn 3 18 20 31 belong to the evangelists, and 
are therefore evidence for a later stage of belief 
than that of the narrative. And we must allow 
for the possibility that to this later stage are really 
to be assigned words such as those ascribed to t he 
Baptist in Jn I s4 and to Nathanael in Jn 1*. Nor 
can we be too confident as to the exact wording of 
the discourses or sayings in Jn 3 18 5** O 39 [v.L] 10 38 
ll 4 . St. John, even more than the other evange- 
lists, was so intensely absorbed in his own belief in 
the Godhead of Christ that it was natural to him 
to antedate expressions which really would be ex- 
ceptional at the time to which they are referred. 
Even in the First Gospel (Mt 14 33 26'°) the absence 
of the phrase from the Synoptic parallels must cast 
some doubt upon its originality. 

On the other hand, in the cases of the demoniacs 
(Mk 3" II 5 7 ||) and of the centurion at the Cross 
(Mk 15 s8 1|) the attestation indeed is excellent, but 
we cannot deduce anything very tangible (see 
below, 3 {a)). 

(ii.) Ht. Peter's Confession. — We cannot be stir- 
prised if by an application of similar critical 
methods some scholars [e.g. Dalman, Worte Jesu, 
p. 224) should also cancel the phrase in the more 
important connexion of Mt 16". Here, in the 
version of Matthew, Peter's confession runs: 'Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the living God ' ; where 
Mark has only, ' Thou art the Christ,' and Luke 
' The Christ of God.' And no doubt it follows 
from this that the Marcan document had no more 
than our present Gospel. Still this passage is not 
really on all fours with the others that have come 
before us. For the context clearly proves that 
Matthew had before him some further tradition, 
possibly that of the Login, but in any case 
a tradition that has the look of being original. 
Whether this originality extends to the whole 
phrase may be more than we could assert posi- 
tively, but to the present writer it appears to be 
probable that it does. We should more easily 
understand the apostolic use of the title 'Son of 
God ' if there had been precedents for it on im- 
portant occasions like this, when it is represented 
as receiving the sanction of Christ Himself. The 
whole phrase as it stands, including the epithet 
' living God,' calls up such a host of OT associa- 
tions, and at one step sets the confession so 
conspicuously in its place amid the whole series 
of biblical revelations, that we may be loth to let 
it go. 

(iii.) The voice from heaven at the Baptism and 
Transfiguration.— -The next two places that we 
have to deal with are encircled, like the last, with 
critical considerations. It may be well first to 
state the textual facts, so that the reader may 
have the evidence fully before him. 

a. Ths textual question. — 

The Baptism*— 

Mt 3'7 xxi iitv ?*>n i« Tti> »ip*tSt xiytvn' Oitrif lent i wit 

utv i i.yxrr,Tt: h it flimrm. 
Mk 1" xxi is tit *ifx\it' ~L'j Ii i w'« ft»u i mynv^-rU , iii 

rt'i l-.ie*r,ra. 

Lk 8** . . . xxi C"".» *if*t*S yltirStu' 2m ii o vlif n*u i 
Ayxrrrrif, it rti t'Aixr.rm. 

2i ii, h.t.X. eodd. Grcec. el veru. (inc. Syr. Sin.) fere omn. 
Tin i*»u J*H+ uyxvr.rit, Clem. Alex.), tyii riiuft >i>i»tw rt. 
Da be ft* Mr. 

Bane Uctionem quati evangelicam agnoscunt (nixi pttalmum 
alicuhi renpiciant), Just. Mart., Clem. Alex., Method., 
J u vena, Tycon., Aug. Uabet etiam, Ev. Ebionit. ap. 
Epiph. 1/2. 

TnB TRANSFiaURATTOX •, — 

Mt 17 s xxi itn fit* ik tr,l ttfik^i \(y*yrm' 0«rcr irrn I v!i< 

u*v * xyxr/.ri; It Z fliixrsx' ax*.'iri mlrtv. 
Mk & xxi iyitirt fottj ix ri,c tvpi>.r,r Ol*i( lent i ulit ftsu i 

iyx*r,rcs, xxoviti xirti. 



Lk 9" xxi _ ftnii iyinr* im rif ttjiXrj Xiyurx' OJt« irvn i 
lAit /*4u i \xXl\lyf*if:, xirtv ixiulrl. 

We may also compare Ac 13*» . . . xtarrr,rmtjlr.ftut, S* xmi it 
Tw -^att.Lcx yiyfxvrm xm itvripu (p./. |» tm wpitrm ^x\ iaZ 
ytyp.y fits fttv i> rv, iyii r^ujp" yiyittnxx rt. C(. lie I s 5 s . 

The main question here is as to the reading of Lk 3® : iyi 
titfjufn yty\*ir,xk rt is clearly Western, with strong Latin sup- 
port, though even here the whole family is not included, e f 
going the other way ; the absence of Svriac evidence is also 
important. The natural inference would be that the reading, 
although, no doubt, very ancient, was not really primitive. And 
when we think how strong the temptation would be to assimi- 
late the text of the Gospel to that of the psalm, and how readily 
this latter text would fall in with ideas that are known to have 
been current in the 2nd cent., the presumption against its 
originality is increased. In any case Luke is the omy Gospel 
affected: The agreement of Matthew and Mark is sufficient 
guarantee that the reading found in them was fouDd also in the 
common Synop. document. Luke can at most represent only 
a separate tradition, which hardly in this instance carries with 
it so mdeh weight as the others. 

If the common reading is to be preferred, then the first half 
of the words presents a coincidence with Ps i 7 , the second half 
with Is 421. The words heard at the Transfiguration also pre- 
sent a general resemblance to Ps 2. That psalm is directly 
quoted id Acts and Hebrews. 

/5. The nature of the Manifestation. — It is char- 
acteristic of the OT prophets that the revelations 
made to them sometimes took the form of remark- 
able sights and sometimes of remarkable sounds. 
At least these are the terms in which they are 
described to us ; what exactly were the psycho- 
logical phenomena corresponding it is beyond our 
power to say. They belong to the peculiar experi- 
ence of the Hebrew prophets. The Jewish notions 
about the Bath IfCl are an extension of the same 
idea (Weber, Jud. Tluol* p. 194 f.). 

It is natural to suppose that the manifestations at 
the Baptism and at the Transfiguration were similar 
in kind. It is possible that they were known only 
to Jesus Himself, perhaps in the one case also to 
the Baptist, and in the other to one or more of the 
apostles who possessed the prophetic endowment. 
Through such a channel as this the Divine ap- 
proval of the Son was in all probability communi- 
cated to men. The significance of this Divine 
testimony will come before us later. 

(6) The correlative terms ' Father' and ' Son.' — 
We are told (Dalman, Worte Jesu, p. 156) that 
it is contrary to Jewish usage to speak of God as 
'the Father simply without some such addition 
as ' who is in heaven.' The only exceptions occur 
in prayers. It also appears that great care and 
reserve were used in the application of this title 
generally. The Targums, where tiiey have occa- 
sion to refer to it, adopt a paraphrase. 

In this respect the Gospels show a marked con- 
trast. Our Lord does, indeed, make use of the 
Jewish form (which is found most frequently in 
Matthew, but cf. also Mk 11*, Lk ll") ; and it is 
probable enough that the real instances of this use 
may have been more numerous than would appear 
from our Gospels. 

At the same time the Christi.in use goes far 
beyond the Jewish limitations. And besides the 
general use as applied to the disciples, there is a 
special use in which our Lord reserves it in a 
peculiar manner to Himself. He nowhere speaks 
of ' our Father,' numbering Himself with His fol- 
lowers. The Lord's Prayer is not an exception, 
because it is a form prescribed to the disciples, and 
constructed entirely for them. The prayers of the 
Son to the Father are different. 

On the other hand, our Lord constantly speaks of 
'my Father,' whether with (Mt 7 31 10 s * 15" 16" 
Igio. is. 3sj or without addition. And this use ap- 
parently goes back even to His childhood (Lk 2"). 

The use in question is illustrated in a number 
of ways. So in the parable of the Wicked Hus- 
1 land men. where the ' beloved son 1 (Mk 12"), who 
is also ' heir,' is distinguished from all other mes- 
sengers. So again in the parable of the Marriage 
Feast, which the king makes for his son (Mt 22-) ; 
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•where, though the parallel in Lk 14 18 may point to 
this description as added later, the instance just 
given would at least show that it lay near at hand ; 
aiid some further support is given to it by the part 
ployed by the ' bridegroom ' in the parable of the 
Ten Virgins. 

Ill any cane the whole argument of Mt 17 28 turns 
ow the distinction between ' son ' and ' stranger.' 
And the point of the discussion about Ps 110 1 (Mk 
j 2M-37 j j s j U8 £ t pi- ve that the Messiah is not 
' son of David ' in the same sense in which other 
members of his lineage are spoken of as sons. We 
shall have occasion to come back to some of these 
passages presently. 

We observe in our Lord's use of the titles 
'Father' and 'Son' in connexion with Himself 
an ascending scale. First, there are the places 
where He speaks of God as His heavenly Father, 
or Father in heaven, after ordinary Jewish usage 
(Mt 7" etc., see above). Then there are the places 
where He speaks of God as ' my Father ' without 
addition, which are too numerous to need specifica- 
tion. Then we come to a smaller number of pas- 
sages in which ' the Son ' and ' the Father ' are at 
once opposed and associated. And lastly, there 
are the cases in which mention is made of 1 the 
Father' and 'the Son,' where the correlation is 
not expressed but implied. The last two classes of 
passages alone will require some discussion. 

The classical passage in the Synoptic Gospels for 
the correlative use of ' the Father ' and ' the Son ' 
is, of course, Mt ll* 7 II. By the side of this we have 
Mk 13* 1 !! ['-./.] and the important and much de- 
bated verse Mt 28 1 ». 

Dolman (see pp. 231-235) allows the first of these 
passages to stand, explaining it as a figurative 
application of the relation of ' father and son.' 
The relation of Jesus to Him whom we call ' the 
Father' is such a relation, and therefore implies 
mutual knowledge. But the other places, he 
thinks, bear too close a resemblance to the theo- 
logical language of the Early Church ; and he 
would set them down, in their present form, to 
the reflex influence of that language. He ques- 
tions the use by our Lord Himself of either phrase 
as a theological term. And this kind of view is, 
no doubt, widely spread in critical circles. 

Now, in the first plaoe, we note that the passages 
just referred to are not the only evidence for 
bringing the use in question within the cycle of 
Synoptic language. We may fairly add to these 
for this purpose Ac l 4, 7 2 s8 ; for not only is the 
author of Acts the author also of one „of our 
Synoptic Gospels, but it is probable that these 
early chapters are based upon a document that is 
very much upon the same level with the sources 
used in the Synoptics. 

Next, we observe that if the use of 'the Father 1 
and ' the Son ' as theological terms belongs to the 
Early Church, it at least goes back to the very 
first moment at which we possess contemjjorary 
evidence for the vocabulary of that Church, and 
indeed to a date which is not more than 23 years 
from the Ascension (see 1 Th 1'). And- at the 
time when we thus first meet with it the use is no 
novelty, but already firmly and deeply rooted, 
a thing generally understood in all the Pauline 
Churches, and, so far as we can see, without any 
hint of question or dispute beyond their borders. 
As we shall have to illustrate this more at length 
in the next section, we need not pursue the point 
furt her. 

These facts demand an explanation. How are 
we to account for the rapid growth within some 
23 to 26 years of a usage already so iixed and 
stereotyped ? Where is the workshop in which 
it was fashioned, if it did not descend from Christ 
Himself? When we think of the way in which 



the best authenticated records of His teaching 
lead us up to the very verge of the challenged 
expressions, it seems altogether an easier step to 
regard them as the natural continuation of that 
teaching than to seek their origin wholly outside 
it. Of the two alternatives the former seems not 
only in other ways the. more satisfactory, but 
really the easier and the more critical. 

2. The Rest of the New Testament.— The 
same two convergent lines of doctrine may be 
traced in the rest of the NT as in the Gospels. 
Here again we have two groups of passages, the 
one introducing the title ' Son of God,' and the other 
speaking rather of 'the Father' and 'the Son.' 
And here again we find the two groups approach 
and mutually support each other. 

The main diflerence between the Gospels and 
the rest of the literature is that, whereas we have 
seen that in the Gospels there is an ascending 
scale of expression, corresponding to the gradual 
unfolding of the new conception in the course of 
the history, in the Epistolary and other books 
(which though, as writings, for the most part 
earlier than the Gospels in point of composition, 
are later than them in the stage of development to 
which they have reference),— in these books the 
process reflected in the Gospels is seen as complete. 
Both titles, or sets of titles, ' Son of God and 
' Father and Son,' have come to represent definite 
theolopnmena. Their content is fixed, and carries 
with it a distinct doctrinal meaning. The climax 
to which we have been advancing has been reached, 
and now simply perpetuates itself. The point 
gained is not lost again. 

(a) The title ' Son of God.' — We open the Epistle 
which stands at the head of the collection in our 
Bibles, and the state of belief implied in it is 
revealed to us in the very first verses (Ro l 1 "*). 
We read there that the main subject of the Gospel, 
or new announcement to mankind, is just this, 
1 the Son of God.' And the nature of the announce- 
ment respecting Him is, that while on one side of 
His Being He satisfies the conditions expected in 
the Jewish Messiah by His descent from David, 
on another side of His Being He is defined or 
marked out as attaining to a higher designation 
still. He is nothing less than ' Son of God/ And 
the incontrovertible proof of His higher nature is 
to be seen in His victory over death by the Re- 
surrection. 

The term « Son of God ' is evidently by this 
time chosen and established as the standing formula 
to express what we mean by the Divinity of 
Christ. If in the OT the term did not necessarily 
imply Divine origin in the strict sense at all, that 
state of things has once for all been left behind ; 
and this particular formula has been fixed upon by 
the Christian consciousness as the shortest and 
most decisive expression for the proposition in 
which its whole faith centres. 

The inference which we thus draw from the 
opening verses of Ep. to Romans is confirmed on 
all hands, and shown to hold good for every 
branch of the Church. We need not stay to illus- 
trate it further from such passages as Gal 2 M , Eph 
4 U for the Epp. of St. Paul. But Ac 9* ahows that 
to preach ' that Jesus is the Son of God ' was a 
current way of describing the gospel. A like 
result follows from 1 Jn 3 8 (where 'the Son of 
God was manifested ' is a name for what was after- 
wards called ' the Incarnation '), and 1 Jn 4 IS 5 8 - iv - 13 
prove clearly that the confession of Jesus as the 
Son of God was the cardinal point in the Chris- 
tian faith. Somewhat more indirectly the same 
conclusion follows from He 4 U 1U* 1 and Rev 2 18 
(taking up the description of l 13 ' 18 ). The Gospel of 
St. John (l 14 - 18 ) identifies the Only-begotten with 
the Logos of God. 
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(6) The titles 'Father' and 'Son.' — In the Pro- 
logue to the Fourth Gospel we are in the region of 
high theology. But the fundamental assumptions 
of the Epistles (Pauline, Petrine, Johannean, 
Hebrews) are on the same plane. From the\ first 
we have in the greetings of such as begin with 
greetings frequent reference to the standing cor- 
relatives ' the Father' and ' the Son.' There never 
was a time within the range of this literature 
when the two correlative terms were not under- 
stood and accepted as part of the essential voca- 
bulary of Christianity. 

When, therefore, we read in Mt 28" the com- 
mand to baptize in the name of the Father and 
the Sou, this combination is one proved to have 
been in common use less than 25 years after 
the command is said to have been given ; and the 
complete triad is proved to have been recognized 
very little later. 

We repeat that the matured form in which these 
conceptions are found in the earliest Epistles seems 
to us abundantly to justify not only the few places 
in which they enter into the Synoptic Gospels, 
but, in principle at least, the more numerous places 
in which they occur in the Gospel that bears the 
name of St. John (see below, 3 6 i). 

Note on the use of rm'it Bin. — We must reckon with the possi- 
bility that r«uf (fi.S) in Ac 8" » 4« »J was intended to be taken 
in the sense of ' Son.' It certainly has this sense in a number 
of places in the Apostolic Fathers (see below, III. 1). It is, 
however, more probable that (as in Mt 12 1H ) the earlier writers 
distinctly have in view the 'Servant of Jehovah' of Is 42 1 etc. 
Only when the preaching of the gospel left Jewish ground and 
begun to spread among peoples ignorant of Heb. were the two 
senses wholly confused. This process, indeed, was rapid ; and 
the effect was so far good that it blended with the conception 
of Christ as 1 Son ' a quantity of valuable teaching relating to 
the ' Servant ' which was most truly applicable to Him (though 
under another name), and which, but for this, might have met 
with less attention. On the passages in Acts see esp. an 
excellent note by Knowling on Ac 3'» ; cL also what ia said by 
the same writer on ' St. Peter's Discourses,' p. 119 ff. 

3. The Significance of these Titles.— 
We have now collected most of the data bearing 
upon our subject. The next step must be to con- 
sider their significance under the different condi- 
tions in which we have found the titles used. In 
other words, we shall have to ask what they really 
meant, in the fulness of their meaning, («) for the 
contemporaries of Jesus, both Jewish and non- 
Jewish ; (6) for Jesus Himself ; (c) for the apostles, 
looking back upon and interpreting them. 

(a) For contemporaries, Jewish and non-Jewish. 
— (i.) The populace. — Not much can be extracted 
from the witness of the demoniacs (Mk 3" II 5 7 1|). 
If we read into it a higher meaning than the words 
conveyed to the mind of the speaker, it could only 
be by assuming a providential action outside the 
working of ordinary laws. The prophecvof Caiaphas 
(Jn ll 4 "" 6 *) is perhaps sufficiently parallel to justify 
us in introducing this ; and it is a common belief 
that, where the human will is most dormant, 
Divine influences are felt most readily. But, 
looked at psychologically, the confessions of the 
demoniacs could not mean more than that they 
believed themselves to be in -the presence of the 
expected Messiah. 

(ii.) Tlie centurion. — In spite of the divergent 
report of the words of the centurion at the cross 
in Lk 23 47 , there can be little doubt that the 
common source of the Synoptic narrative is rightly 
reproduced by Mark and Matthew, ' Truly this 
was the Son of God.' As, however, there is no 
obvious reason why Luke should have altered this, 
and as there are other details in the history of 
the Passion for which he appears to have inde- 
pendent authority, it is possible that another 
version of the words may have reached him ; 
and that version may have as good a chance of 
being true as that which competes with it. If 
the words 'Son of God' were really used, the 



sense attaching to them would depend to some 
extent on the nationality of the centurion, in 
regard to which we are in the dark. Probably 
what was in his mind would be an undefined feel- 
ing of awe, and a consciousness that events were 
happening that transcended his experience and 
apprehension. 

(iii.) The ruling classes. — The question was 
directly put to our Lord by the high priest, 1 Art 
thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ?'(Mk 14"). 
And the assenting answer was treated as blas- 
phemy. Still, it would not follow that this was 
taken as an assertion of full Divinity. It prob- 
ably was taken as a claim to be the Messiah. 
But if the Jews in general thought of the Messiah 
as superhuman indeed, but not strictly Divine, the 
high priest (unless it were by such an overruling 
as we nave considered above) is not likely to have 
meant more than this. The claim might well 
seem so audacious as to amount to blasphemy 
even without this aggravation (cf. Holtzmann, 
Neutest. Theol. i. 266), more especially as it in- 
cludes the prophecy of a second coming as Judge. 

(iv.) The disciple*. — The highest point of recog- 
nition of our Lord's true nature was no doubt 
reached in St. Peter's confession. We have seen 
that there is some presumption (the extent of 
which we would not exaggerate, though it seems 
to us real) that St. Peter did actually use the 
words attributed to him by Matthew. If so, ' the 
Son of the living God ' would be stronger still than 
the more common phrase without the epithet. 
Not only (as we have suggested) does this at once 
bring before the mind a whole ma*s of most 
central OT teaching, but by the very fact of 
varying from and adding to the current phrase 
it prepares us for a variation from and addition to 
the meaning. ' The Son ' is emphatically taken 
out of the common category of all others who may 
be described as ' sons. And, ' the Son of the 
living God ' is as much as to say ' the Son of 
Jehovah Himself,' the God of Revelation and 
Redemption, and the expression of His Personal 
Being. We are on the way towards the ira&yatrua 
Tj}s 6 *al x a P aKT VP T V* vroo-rdatut of He 1*. 

(b) For Jesus Himself. — But the question that 
concerns us most is, of course, What sense did the 
title and its equivalents bear for Jesus Himself? 
And here again we shall have to regard the ques- 
tion from several distinct jwints of view. We shall 
do well to look at it, (i.) in the light of our Lord's 
own filial consciousness; (ii.) in the light of the 
external testimony borne to Him by the Father ; 
(iii.) with reference to the two distinct things, 
Messiahship and Divinity; (iv.) and lastly, with 
reference to the extent to which the Divine Son- 
ship is to be carried back behind the Incarnation. 

(l.) The filial consciousness of Jesus. — We have 
expressed our reluctance to speak too freely of the 
human consciousness of our Lord (art. Jesus 
Christ, ii. 603). But there can be no question 
that the central constituent in that consciousness 
was the complete and unclouded sense of the 
filial relation, evidenced at once by perfect mutu- 
ality of knowledge between the Son and the 
Father, and perfect submission and response on 
the part of the Son to the Father's will. On this 
head it may be said that critics of all shades are 
agreed (sec, e.g., Holtzmann, Neutest. Theol. L 
2S1 f., witli numerous authorities quoted on p. 
282 ; also Harnack, What is Christianity ? p. 127 ft'. ). 

But, that being so, it is rather strange that the 
references to this filial relation in the Synoptic 
Gospels should be so comparatively few. It is 
indeed implied in the many places in which (as 
we have seen) Jesus speaks of 1 My Father ' in a 
sense peculiar to Himself. But, apart from these, 
there are but two conspicuous passages in which 
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the relation in question is described. On the side 
of action we have the supreme 'obedience unto 
death' of Mk 14*11 « Abba, Father, all things are 
possible unto thee ; remove this cup from me : 
howbeit not what I will, but what thou wilt ' : 
with which we may compare the intimacy of in- 
ward converse throughout the Passion (Lk 23 s4 . 
[«./.]*)• And on the side of knowledge we have 
the one great passage, Mt ll* 7 'No one knoweth 
the Son, save the Father ; neither doth any know 
the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever 
the Son willeth to reveal him.' It is in conse- 
quence of this relation that ' all things have been 
delivered ' unto the Son by the Father (ib.), and 
that whosoever receives the Son receives really the 
Father who sent Him (Mk 9 s7 II). 

In the Svnoptic Gospels, with these few excep- 
tions, the filial relation is rather felt as an under- 
lying presupposition of the narrative than directly 
expressed in it. But when we turn to the Fourth 
Gospel, what has been hitherto of the nature of 
incidental comment or implication becomes nothing 
less than a standing theme, woi ked out in great 
variety of detail. 

The Son is come forth from God, from the Father (Jn 18* 
16" ») ; He is not come of Himself, but is sent by God (8« 17») ; 
and as He comes forth from God, so also He returns to God 

23 s 16*0- He is come in the Father's name (b*>) ; not to seek 
is own will, but the will of Him that sent Him (5» 6» 1«3> 17") ; 
to do that will is the support and stay, the ruling; function, of 
His whole being; (4*4). It follows that the 8on does not seek 
His own glory but the Father's (7" 8 80 17-») ; and, as the con- 
verse of this, He does not glorify Himself, but is glorified by the 
Father (12» 13» 178), though the Father is glorified in the Bon. 
The act* of the Son are really the acta of the Father, the 
natural expression of that perfect intimacy in which they stand 
to each other (5"» 8» 10» " •«). The reciprocity between 
them is complete, it is seen in the perfection of their mutual 
knowledge (7* 8" 10" 17») ; so that the teaching of tho Son is 
really the teaching of the Father (7" 8*»-»* 12».*> 14" « 
15"). (It is important to note that the after-teaching of the 
Spirit comes under the same description; He too will 'not 
speak from himself; but what things soever he shall hear, 
these shall he s]>eak ' (16 13 ; cf. 16")). Hence the life and char- 
acter and words of the Son, taken as a whole, constitute a 
revelation of the Father such as had never been given before 
(6* 147 10; cf. 1"- The great fundamental fact is that the 
Son is in the Father and the Father in Him (10*a 14" 17") ; or, 
in other words, the Son and the Father are one (10*) ; a claim 
which the Jews appear to have understood, for they accused 
our Lord of ' making himself equal with God ' (5"). 

It was but another aspect of His filial relation that the Son 
was the object of the Father's unwavering and unfailing love 
(Jn 3» 5*> 10" 15»- 10 17» '■»«• » ; cf. 11« 14*>) ; that the Father 
bears witness to Him (5*7 8" 12 30 ) [and we observe here again 
that the witness which is borne to the Son by the Father is also 
borne by the Spirit (16**)] ; or, to use a summary Jewish expres- 
sion, 'him the Father, even God, bath sealed' (0 27 ). Nor is it 
surprising that the prerogatives of the Father are committed to 
the Son (3*> 133 ipis 177), more particularly the prerogative of 
judgment (533- 2; 930), and the power of both possessing and 
Imparting life (S» 11*> 14«- " 17* ; cf. 1«) ; or that the Son is to 
be honoured as the Father is honoured (i>23 ; cf . 16» '■") ; or that 
mankind are invited to 'come' to the Son as the source of all 
highest nourishment (4" 9» 7*7), and as the way to the Father 

(#.44.45 146). 

It is open to us, if we will, to think that in this 
collection of sayings there is an element — possibly 
a somewhat considerable element — that represents 
not so much what was actually spoken as enlarge- 
ment or comment embodying the experience and 
reflexion of the growing Church. It is open to us, 
if Ave will, to think that the part played by such 
sayings in the Gospel is proportionately greater 
than they would have seemed to bear to any average 
disciple who had heard the Lord. That it should 
be so would be perfectly consistent with the Gospel 
being the work of an apostle. It would Iks the 
natural and deliberate result of his setting himself 
to write a xftv/jiariKbi' evayytXior, the object of which 
was not so mncli to furnish a photographic repro- 
duction of the events as to fill up gaps and defici- 
encies in the records of preceding evangelists. Hut, 
when every deduction is made, the fact remains 
that sayings of this character there most certainly 
were ; and not only so, but on the showing of the 



most critical of critics they supplied the real key- 
note to the whole history. A scientific examina- 
tion of the Gospels, whatever else it brings out, 
brings out this, that the root-element in the con- 
sciousness of Jesus was a sense of Sonship to the 
Divine Father, deeper, clearer, more intimate, 
more all-embracing and all-absorbing, than ever 
was vouchsafed to a child of man. 

(ii.) The te timonu of the Father. — We have 
spoken so far of what might be called the sub- 
jective consciousness of Jesus. As much at least 
as this not only follows from the logic of the 
history, but is distinctly revealed to us — in the 
Synoptic Gospels sufficiently, in the Fourth Gospel 
abundantly. But to this subjective conviction on 
His part the narratives tell us that there was also 
added an objective confirmation. The confirma- 
tion was given in the two voices at the Baptism 
and at the Transfiguration (Mk 1" || 9 7 ||), and also 
— if we take in St. John— by the voice heard at 
the visit of the Greeks (Jn 12 38 ). How are we to 
explain these utterances ? 

If the narratives are well founded, we are not 
limited in our explanation by any inquiry as to 
the current contemporary interpretation of such 
texts as P» 27, Is 42', Dt 18", however much the 
words said to have been spoken contain reminis- 
cences of or allusions to those texts. For the 
hearing of the voices was what might be called a 
prophetic hearing. The probability is, as we have 
hinted above (p. 572 J ), that just as on the third 
occasion, while the crowd said, ' It thundered,' or 
'An angel spake to him,' either in the first instance 
the Baptist, or in the second instance the three 
apostles, or perhaps in all three, Jesus Christ 
Himself alone was aware of something that con- 
veyed a more articulate sense than this. But in 
any case the sense thus conveyed was conveyed to 
the spiritual ear by a method analogous to that of 
prophetic inspiration. 

And if, on the occasions in question, the Spirit of 
God did intimate prophetically to chosen witnesses, 
more or fewer, a revelation couched partly in the 
language of the ancient Scriptures, it would by no 
means follow that the meaning of the revelation 
was limited to the meaning of those older Scrip- 
tures. On the contrary, it would be likely enough 
that the old words would be charged with new 
meaning — that, indeed, the revelation contained in 
them, though linking on to some message of the 
past, would yet be in substance a new revelation. 

We have seen that the ancient Scriptures of 
which we are speaking contributed, each in its way, 
to create that Ideal Figure which, in dimensions 
varying with the appre'iending eye and mind, 
hovered before the imaginations of the contem- 
poraries of Jesus. To Jesus Himself it reached 
the fullest dimensions of which it was capable. 
And we may assume that to His mind the an- 
nouncement ' Thou art my Son ' meant not only 
all that it had ever meant to the most enlightened, 
of seers in the past, but, yet more, all that the 
res] ion se of His own heart told Him that it meant 
in the present. 

It might well content us to put into the words 
this, and no more. But it is possible, and we 
should be justified in supposing— not by way of 
dogmatic assertion, but by way of pious belief — in 
view of the later history and the progress of sub- 
sequent revelation, that the words were intended 
to suggest a new truth not hitherto made known, 
viz. that the Son was Son not only in the sense 
of the Messianic King, or of an Ideal People, but 
that the idea of Sonship was fulfilled in Him in a 
way yet more mysterious and yet more essential ; 
in other words, that He was Son, not merely in 
prophetic contemplation but in actual transcendent 
tact, before the foundation of the worlds. 
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(iii.) Messiahship and divinity. — This last possi- 
bility brings us to the question, which in any case 
we shall have to face : What exactly is the mean- 
ing of the title 4 Sun of God ' ? There is no doubt 
that it means the expected Messiah, — that at least. 
But how much more does it mean than that? In 

5 articular, does it mean the Son as incarnate, or 
oes it go behind and beyond the Incarnation ? 
We reserve the last part of this question for a 
moment. In the meantime we must attempt to 
define rather more exactly the relation of the title 
* Son of God ' to the conception of the Messiah. In 
the popular mind, at the period with which we are 
concerned, the two things would be simply iden- 
tical. But, as we so constantly see, our Lord was 
not content merely to take a popular idea with the 
conventional stamp upon it. In His hands the 
popular idea is nearly always remoulded, renewed, 
brought into harmony with some fresh and power- 
ful reality, and reissued with the signature of that 
reality. 

He had done this with the title Son of Man. 
For the author of the Similitudes in the Book of 
Enoch and for those who inherited his tradition, 
the Son of Man was just the Messiah as Judge. 
But our Lord went back to the original sources of 
the title, Dn 7 13 and Ps 8* ; and He thus brought it 
into living contact with the conception of Man as 
Man. In His lips it was the Messiah on Man, the 
perfect Man, in the sense of being more man — more 
completely embodying in Himself the essence of 
all that went to make man, more utterly in touch 
with everything in man — than any who had ever 
borne the name of man before. 

So, too, with the title ' Son of God.' Its meaning 
was very far from being exhausted by the holding 
of a certain office or function, such as that of the 
Messiah. For Jesus the phrase means the absolute 
fulness of all that it ought to mean — the perfection 
of Sonship in relation to God ; in a word, just all 
that sum of relations and habitudes of feeling and 
thought and action that we have seen so amply set 
before us in the Gospel of St. John. It is the pic- 
ture of a mind lying open without flaw or impedi- 
ment to the stream of Divine love pouring in upon 
it, and responding to that love at once with exquisite 
sensitiveness and with entire completeness. It is 
indeed the very perfection of what we mean by 
religion and the religious attitude of the soul to 

It thus appears that in the mind of Christ the 
Jewish conception of the Messiah parted in two 
directions — one covering all the relationships of 
man to man, and the other in like manner covering 
all the relationships of the perfect Man to God. It 
parted in these directions, and it was resolvable 
into the two complementary ideals to which they 
led. And as a matter of fact the life of Christ on 
earth was the consummate realization of those 
ideals. [Compare with the above an admirable 
paragraph in Holtzmann, N cutest. Theol. i. 281 f.]. 

The Jewish title 'Messiah' had upon it the 
stamp of something local and temporary; and as 
such it has lost much of its interest for the modern 
world. But the two other titles of which we have 
been speaking imply what is neither local nor 
temporary, but as permanent as Humanity itself. 
It is therefore speciully under these titles that our 
Lord most freely revealed Himself. 

There is, however, something in the title 'Mes- 
siah ' which although present was not quite so 
prominent in the other two. They convey to us 
as fully as it could be conveyed what Jesus was 
in Himself. But they do not bring out in the same 
relief the historical mission that He had in the 
first instance for His contemporaries and through 
them for all after-ages. The wonderful birth, the 
wonderful works, the crucifixion, the resurrection, 



and the ascension may be viewed as aspects of the 
work of the Son of Man and of the Son of God,— 
they are aspects of the work of salvation and of 
the coming forth from and return to the Father, — 
but as enacted in space and time they might be 
more appropriately described as belonging to the 
manifestation of the Messiah. 

What deeper implications are there in the title 
' Son of God ? Were the 4th cent. Fathers right in 
claiming that He who bore this title was not only 
in the full sense ' Son ' but in the full sense ' God,' 
— that to be the Son of God implied identity of 
nature or of essence 1 

We may say with confidence that a Sonship such 
as is described in the Fourth Gospel would carry 
with it this conclusion. How could any inferior 
being either enter so perfectly into the mind of the 
Father or reflect it so perfectly to man ? Of what 
created being could it be said, ' He that hath seen 
me hath seen the Father ' ? We need not stay to 
pick out other expressions that admit of no lower 
interpretation, because the evangelist has made it 
clear by his Prologue what construction he himself 
put upon his own narrative. 

But, although this conclusion can really be made 
good independently of the next and last point that 
we have to consider, it is to some extent mixed 
up with it, and it may be well to pass on to this 
point. 

(iv.) Pre-existence. —When we use the title 'Son 
of God,' how much does it cover ! Is it strictly and 
properly applied to the incarnate Christ, or does 
it extend backwards before the Incarnation ! In 
other words, does it, or does it not, imply pre- 
existence ? We cannot discuss this question ade- 
quately without taking in the rest of the NT. 
We may, however, provisionally ask what infer- 
ence would be drawn from the Gospels. 

And in regard to these there is no doubt that 
in the great majority of cases the words would be 
satisfied by a reference to Christ as incarnate. All 
the instances in the Synoptic Gospels would come 
under this head. On the other hand, it is equally 
little open to question that in the Fourth Gospel 
Christ is conceived as pre-existent. Nothing could 
be more explicit than the opening verse. Christ as 
the Logos was in the beginning with God, and was 
God. But does this hold good of Him also as the 
Son ? That is more debatable. We have to look 
about somewhat for expressions that are free from 
ambiguity. Perhaps there are not any. 

The clearest would be the verse Jn l 18 (which 
belongs to the evangelist), if we could be sure that 
the common reading is correct : 1 the only-begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father,' seems 
to speak of this pre-existent condition { = wp&t t6* 
debv of v. 1 ) as though it belonged to Him as Son. 
But then we are confronted by the well-known 
question of reading. It must be enough to refer 
to the elaborate note in WH, and to Dr. Hort's 
dissertation ( 1876), with which the present writer, 
so far as his judgment goes, would express his 
agreement. But the reading would then be not 
' the only-begotten Son,' but ' God only-begotten.' 
Places like 3 13 - [v.l.] 31 , which are unambiguous as 
to pre-existence, do not clearly connect it with ' the 
Son.' Indeed the first of these introduces some- 
what unexpectedly not the ' Son of God,' but the 
' Son of Man,' who must be the Son incarnate. At 
the same time the terms ' Father ' and ' Son ' are so 
correlative that the frequent occurrence of such 
phrases as ' My Father which sent me,' ' Not any 
man hath seen the Father save he which is from 
God,' ' I speak the things which I have seen with 
my Father,' would seem to suggest that the relation 
of Father and Son existed before the Son became 
incarnate. At any rate the great emphasis on the 
two terms would seem to show that the relation to 
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which they point is not a passing phase, but some- 
thing that goes deep down into the essence of 
being. 

Or perhaps the case might be stated thus. The 
burden of proof really seems to lie with those who 
wonld refuse to associate the idea of pre-existence 
with that of Smship. The many examples in 
which the term ' Son ' is used without any such 
implication go but a very slight way to exclude 
it where it is really suggested. In the case of St. 
John there is a clear presumption that it is so 
suggested ; while in the Synoptic Gospels it is prob- 
able that the writers had not reflected upon the 
subject at all, and did but reproduce a portion of 
our Lord's teaching upon it. The decision as to 
how far the Johannean presentation is to be 
accented will depend upon the general estimate 
of the Fourth Gospel as a historical authority. 
To the present writer it seems in this instance, 
as in so many others, just to supply what the 
other Gospels lead us to the verge of without 
directly supplying. 

(<•) For thz apostles. — We have seen that the 
apostolic writers freely make use of the title 
'Son of God' as a formula to express their Chris- 
tian faith,, or, as we may say in other words, in 
order to bring out their "belief in the 'Divine side 
of the nature of Christ. What they meant would 
be very similar to the well-known exordium of the 
Second (so-called) Epistle of Clement: 'Brethren, 
we ought so to think of Jesus Christ as of God (wi 
xepi QeoC), as of the Judge of quick and dead.' The 
phrase, in each case, is vague ; to define it more 
exactly will be the work M>f centuries ; but the 
frame or mould has been provided by which the 
work of those centuries is to be circumscribed. 

The principal question that meets us is the same 
as that with which we have just been dealing in 
regard to the Gospels. Does the term ' Sou of 
God,' as used by the apostles, contain any implica- 
tion of pre-existence, or is it limited to Christ as 
incarnate ? 

Here again by far the greater number of passages 
are ambiguous ; if they do not suggest pre-existence 
and pre-existent relations, they also do not exclude 
them. There are, however, two passages that bear 
upon the question more directly. 

One is the opening of the Ep. to the Hebrews : 
' God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers 
in the prophets . . . hath at the end of these days 
spoken unto us in his Son, whom he hath appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also he made the 
worlds ; who being the effulgence of his glory, and 
the very image of his substance, and upholding all 
things by the word of his power, when he had made 
purification of sins, sat down on the right hand of 
the majesty on high.' 

Two ways of taking this passage are possible. 
On the one hand, if we argue strictly, it may be 
urged that there is but one principal clause in the 
sentence, to which all the other subordinate and 
relative clauses are referred. This principal clause 
speaks of the Son [of God]. It would therefore 
follow that all the relative clauses point back to 
Him as Son. That is to say, that as Son He 
made the worlds'; as Son He is the effulgence 
of the Divine glory, the image of the Divine sub- 
stance ; as Son He upheld and upholds all things. 
That would carry back the Sonship to the time 
before creation, and would make it an attribute 
pertaining to the essence of Christ's Godhead. 

But, on the other hand, it may be questioned 
whether we ought in this case to argue strictly. 
Because the relative clauses refer to the Son, it 
does not quite necessarily follow 'that they refer to 
Him as Son. It may be urged that the main 
contrast in the passage is between the previous 
revelations through, the prophets and the linal 
vol- IV.— w 



revelation through the Son, i.e. the incarnate Son, 
and that this contrast dominates the whole pas- 
sage, many parts of which do indeed point to the 
Son as incarnate ('whom he appointed heir of all 
things,' ' when he made purification of sins,' ' sat 
down at the right liana'). The other clauses, 
which imply pre-existence, would then be referred 
to the Son not strictly as such, but by a slight* 
and quite natural laxity of language to Him who 
[afterwards, in view of His incarnation] came to 
be specially called 'Son.' This second way of 
taking the passage is not really stretched beyond 
what is common enough in language, though the 
first would be more accurate. 

The other passage is Col 1< 1S >- " • the Son of his 
love . . . who is the image (efa&r) of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation' (Tpwrtronos 
x&ovi KTtffeun). Now, it is true that in biblical 
usage the leading idea in vpwrfrroicot is that of the 
legal rights of the firstborn, his precedence over 
all who are born after him (cf. Bo 8 W ). But in a 
context like this, in view of the defining genitive 
xdtrijt KTl<reus, it seems wrong to exclude the idea 
of priority as well (rpi irio-vt KTto-em ytvrqdclt, 
Theodrt. ; otherwise Haupt, Gefanrfenschaftsbriefe, 
p. 27). There is not a direct allusion to Ps 89 17 1 28 *, 
though it is very possible that the Messianic 
application of that verse led by several steps to 
the use of the term here. It brings in another 
cycle of expressions which help to carry back the 
conception of sonship from the historic to the pre- 
historic stage. See, further, Lightfoot, Col. ad loc. 

Ro 8 s , where the Son does not become the Son 
by being sent, but is already ' God's own Son ' 
(emphatic) before He is sent, tends the same way. 

In the Epp. of St. John there is nothing quite 
conclusive. We are really at the same level as in 
the Gospel. But, as there, the absolute use of ' the 
Father' and 'the Son' and of 'God the Father' 
(1 Jn 2 a ' M 4" 5'», 2 Jn »•«•», cf. 1 P 1*. Jude 1 ) sug- 

Sests a conception of Sonship which dates back 
ehind the historic manifestation. On Jn l 18 see 
above. 

Note on the origin of the Christian use of the title ' Son of 
God.' — In his able and interesting but tar too confident and 
sweeping book, Die Anfange uneerer Religion (Tubingen u. 
Leipzig, 1901), p. 295, Prof. Wernle of Basel commits himself to 
the proposition that 1 from the OT and from Rabbinistn there is 
no rood that leads to the doctrine of the Divinity of Christ.' 
Ho allows that the title ' Son of God ' is strictly Jewish, but be 
appears to think that the further step 1 Son of God - God ' was 
taken upon Gentile ground, through the las ideas brought in by 
the converts from paganism, and their readiness to admit new 
divinities to the Pantheon. Against this, indeed, ought rightly 
to be set the fact that the first lesson that they learnt on 
coming over to Christianity was the great lesson that God is 
One. But it was not really left to the Gentile Christians to 
crown an edifice that was incomplete without them. Wernle 
himself evidently feels that St. Paul had already gone far by 
identifying Christ with the ' Lord ' of OT. He is obliged further 
to say that in his Christology St. Paul is not really a Jew, and 
to set down this side of his teaching to a supposed ' mytho- 
logical tendency ' which he himself is unable to account for. 

It is one of the ground fallacies of Wemle's book to attribute 
far too much to the initiative of St. Paul. If the deification of 
Christ had been really due to him, and if in carrying it out he 
had been acting in opposition to the sense of the .Christian 
community, we should most certainly have heard of it. But it 
is quite beyond question that Christ Himself was accused before 
the Sanhedrin of an extreme form of blasphemy, ami that it 
was upon that cliarge that He was condemned {Mk 14»i^||). In 
the Fourth Gospel we are expressly told that the Jews regarded 
the claim of Christ as 'making himself equal with God' (Jn 
5 I8 X It is, however, another of Wernle's ground fallacies to 
treat especially the Jewish element in this Gospel with great 
one-sidedness (see St/nopL t'rage, p. 255, a real blot upon an 
otherwise excellent book). 

The only at all contemporary attempt known to the present 
writer to distinguish radically between vltc Buu and Hut is in 
Clem. Horn. xvj. 15, 10 (cf. x. 10> It is characteristic of the 
teaching of that curiously isolated production. At a later date 
the distinction became the main fulcrum of Arianism. 

III. The Early Church.— We might sum up 
at the point we have reached ; but it seems better 
to pass on a few steps beyond the close of NT- 
which is not a real break. 
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1. The sub-Apostolic Fathers. — In the sub-Apos- 
tolic writings we find a state of things very similar 
to that which we have just left behind. There is 
no doubt a certain amount of usage in which the 
term ' Son ' may be appropriately explained of the 
Incarnate. 

Such would be, e.g., Ignatius, Smym. i. 1, 'per- 
suaded as touching our Lord that he is truly of 
the race of David according to the flesh, but Son 
of God by the Divine will and power, truly born 
of a virgin.' This is clearly modelled on Ro 1* 
(similarly Bam. v. 9, 11 ). 

But even in this writer there are instances where 
a less restricted sense would seem to be intended, 
as in the Trinitarian passage, Magn. xiii. 1, 'that 
ye may prosper in all things ... in the Son and 
Father and in the Spirit' (ir vU+ Kal xarpl xal 
iv Trvci>tjjiTi) ; and in Rom. inscr., '[the Church] 
which I also salute in the name of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the Father' {vlov rarpit). We seem 
to have here the absolute use or ' Father ' and 
' Son ' as correlative to each other, without refer- 
ence to the Incarnation. Cf. Magn. vi. 1, 'Jesus 
Christ, who was with the Father before the worlds 
and appeared at the end of time ' ; if the Father- 
hood is pre-mundane, the Sonship must also be 
pre-niundane. 

All ambiguity is removed in Barn. vi. 12, where 
we have the first express reference of the plural in 
Gn 1* to ' the Son, For the scripture saith con- 
cerning us, how he saith to the Son : Let us make,' 
etc. (ct. v. 5). The strange reading 'Son of God,' 
foisted into the free quotation of Ex 17" in Barn, 
xii. 9, can hardly be adduced, because Joshua 
is regarded as a type by anticipation of the In- 
carnate. 

Another quite clear passage is Herm. Sim. ix. 
12. 2, where the Son of God, eo nomine, is described 
as ' anterior to all creation, so that he became the 
Father's adviser in his creation ' (6 ^» vlbs rod deod 
srdffijt T7/s Krlaeuf airrou rpoyeviorepji itrnv, k.t.X.). 
This evidently takes up the wpwrironot rdo-ip KrUreus 
of Col l u , assuming the doctrine if not actually 
referring to the words. 

Of the group of passages in Patr. A post, where 
wait is certainly used in the sense of ' Son,' one at 
least, En. Diogn. viii. 9-11, refers unequivocally to 
the pre-Incarnate, 'having conceived a great ahd 
unalterable scheme, he communicated it to his 
Son alone ' (aveKOivibcaro nbntp rip raidl). The state 
of the case appears to be, that while in Patr. Apost. 
the title is still predominantly referred to the in- 
carnate state, the writers have no sense of being 
confined to this, and are quite prepared to go be- 
yond it. 

When we come to Justin all distinction is ob- 
literated, and the Son is frankly identified with 
the Logos ; Apol. ii. 6, ' But to the Father of all, 
who is unbegotten, there is no name given. . . . 
And his Son, who alone is properly called Son, the 
Word, who also was with him and was begotten 
before the works, when at first he created and 
arranged all things by him,' etc. (6 Si vl6t iKtlvov, 
6 fijvoi XtyjfMrOi Kvplut vljt, & X&yot trpb rCi* ronf- 
P&tuv Kal trwuiw koI yowi/tfrot, k.t.X.). Here we not 
only have ' Son ' and ' Word ' used as convertible, 
but a special stress is laid on the idea of ' genera- 
tion ' as involved in ' Sonship,' which a little later 
in Origen took shape in the doctrine of the Eternal 
(feneration (de Print, l. ii. 4, 9). Before this, in 
Ignat. Eph. vii. 2, both words yevwrpr Jt and dyfrnpwi 
[v. I. ytrrprbt and ayirrrrot) had been applied to 
Christ, but with quite untechnical freedom (cf. 
Lightfoot, ad loc, and ii. 90-94 ; also Itobertson, 
Athnnasius, pp. 149, 475 n.). 

The passage of Justin is very important as a 
landmark. From that time forwards what might 
be called the metaphysical treatment of the title 



'Son' becomes more and more common until it 
reaches its climax in the writers of the 4th century. 

Note on the meaning of 'Son' in the Apostle*' Creed.— 
There arose in Germany in the years 1893-1804 a rather sharp 
discussion about the Apostles' Creed, begun by Harnack and 
taken up by Zahn, Kattenbusch, Cremer, and others. This also 

E reduced in England an admirable little volume of lectures by 
r. Swete (The Apostles' Creed, Cambridge, 1894), which give* 
a concise account of most of the points at issue. Among these 
was the question as to the interpretation of the term ' Son ' in 
the Creed, which Harnack wished to limit to the historic, as 
contrasted with the prehistoric, Sonship. Dr. Swete perhaps 
(p. 20 ff.) a little overstates both Harnack's contention and the 
strength of the arguments against it. And yet that contention 
is really too sweeping, though the point made by Kattenbiisch 
in his recently completed larger work (Das Apost. Symbol, ii. 
666 f.), that the clause *»» yitmHuru im mi/*, iy. m. Mmsimi rOt 
rape, shows that the historic yinnsn was in the author's mind, 
appears to be valid. It is true that the first interest in this 
paragraph of the Creed is in historical facts. But at the same 
time, as Kattenbusch also very rightly observes, there is no 
antithesis to the Christology of Pre-existcnce. The question is 
not really raised; and yet, as we might perhaps put it, the 
conception of Sonship is left open on that tide. We are re- 
minded that the Creed is in its origin Western and not Oriental. 
And for Western thought more especially, the denial of a purely- 
natural birth may be taken to imply pre-existence. 

It should be added that recent research places the origin of 
the Creed with confidence in the first half of the 2nd cent., and 
many would say in the first quarter ; so that it would be 
strictly parallel to the Apostolic Fathers. 

2. Marcel lus of A ncyra.— One episode in the 
controversies of the 4th cent, has a not incon- 
siderable reflex bearing on the interpretation of 
NT. 

Marcellus of Ancyra was one of the keenest 
supporters of Nicene doctrine. He seems, how- 
ever, to have asserted it on different grounds from 
those commonly brought forward. The position 
he took up was in the first instance biblical. We 
have seen that the Arians exploited in their own 
interest the title 'Son.' They inferred from it 
the posteriority and inferiority of Him by whom 
it was borne. Marcellus appears to have met 
them by saying that the use which they made of 
the title was unwarranted and indeed altogether 
wide of the mark. According to him, the title 
' Son ' had no reference to origin or to the pre- 
existent relation of Christ to the Father. The 
proper term to denote this relation was in his view 
not 'Son,' but 'Logos.' It appears to be a mis- 
take to say that he denied the ' Trinity ' or the 
distinct hypostatic existence of the Logos, though 
some of nis speculations were not quite easily 
reconcilable with this. But his main contention 
was that * Logos' was the proper name of the pre- 
Incarnate and ' Son ' of the Incarnate, and that 
the biblical writers observed this distinction, the 
only apparent exception being cases in which the 
title ' Son ' was used ' prophetically.' Eusebius of 
Ccesarea, who replied to him, marshals an impos- 
ing array of no fewer than thirty separate desig- 
nations which he maintains to have been also used 
of the Son before the Incarnation ; but they are 
nearly all wide of the mark, and it must be con- 
fessed that on this ground the victory rests rather 
with his opponent (see Euseb. de Eccl. Theol. i. 
17-20, Migne, Pat. Gr. xxiv. 856-S96 ; and on the 
whole controversy, esp. the monograph by Zahn, 
Marcellus von Ancyra, Gotha, 1867 ; and Moberly, 
Atonement and Personality (London, 1901, pp. 
208-215). 

Conclusion. — From what has been said, it will 
be seen that the assertion of Marcellus in regard 
to the biblical usage was really very much in the 
right direction, though — as is so often the case 
with the ancients, when they have got hold of a 
right principle in criticism or exegesis — it is 
rather too sweeping and unqualified. 

As compared with Marcellus and the modern 
revivers oi his opinion, our own conclusion from the 
evidence passed in review would be, that while it 
is undoubtedly true that the biblical writers and 
the other early Christian writers before Justin, 
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start from the Incarnation and are thinking 
primarily of this, their thought does not neces- 
sarily end with it. It seems to point backwards 
into the dim past behind it. Certainly there is no 
sharp line of demarcation restricting the meaning 
of the titlo to the incarnate state and no other. 
The writers are so far from guarding themselves 
against any reference beyond the Incarnation that 
they seem rather naturally to suggest it. The 
Son is so called primarily as incarnate. But that 
which is the essence of the Incarnation must needs 
be also larger than the Incarnation. It must 
needs have its roots in the eternity of Godhead. 
[See csp. a very instructive and carefully balanced 
discussion in Moberly, Atonement and Person- 
ality, pp. 185 ft., 211-215]. 

Litbraturb.— The moat Important literature will have been 
sufficiently indicated in the course of the article. The works 
to which the writer himself owes most are Dal man's Worte Jetu 
(Leipzig, 1898), and H. J. Holtzniann's Xeutett. TheologU (Frei- 
burg i. B. u. Leipzig, 1897). To these should now be added 
Haniack's Dae Hesen de* Chrittentumt (admirably translated 
under the title What it Christianity I London, 1901), which has 
a very suggestive treatment of the subject, though too im- 
patient of formulated doctrine ; and the portion of Moberly, 
Atonement and Pereonality, Just referred to. Younger students 
should not fail to have recourse to Dr. Swete's Apottleif Creed 
(Cambridge, 1894). W. SANDAY. 

SON OF MAN. — 1. An expression occurring in 
both OT and NT, and used in the following 
applications. (1) A poet, synonym of ' man,' found 
in parallelism with ' man' (the word for 'man ' in 
the two clauses being in the original a different 
one). See the occurrences in § 6 ; and add Pa 144 3b 
(for sfyn?; II vyt)- (2) In Ezek. the title under which 
the prophet is regularly addressed by J", 2 1 - 5 3 1 - * 
and upwards of 90 times besides. Ezek. has a pro- 
found sense of the majesty of J" ; and the expressio i 
is no doubt intended to mark the distance which 
separated the prophet, as one of mankind, from 
Him. The title is borrowed from Ezek. in Dn 8". 
(3) In the visiou in Dn 7 the glorious being whom 
Dan. sees brought 'with the clouds of heaven ' to 
the Almighty, after the fourth beast (representing 
the empire of the Seleucida-) is slain, to receive an 
everlasting and universal dominion (v. w ), is de- 
scribed as ' one like unto a son of man ' (Aram. "O? 
cjx). The expression means simply a figure in 
human form. What the figure was intended to 
denote has been the subject of much controversy. 
At an early date (see § 11) it was undoubtedly in- 
terpreted of the Messiah, and the same view has 
been largely held down to the present time (e.g. by 
Ewald, Iiiehro, and Behrmann) ; but in the author s 
own interpretation of the vision (vv. 18 - 23 -* 7 ) the 
'saints of the Most High' take the place of the 
* one like unto a son of man ' ; and this constitutes 
a strong ground for concluding that he himself 
understood by it the glorified and ideal people of 
Israel (see, further, the present writer's Comm. on 
Dan. p. 103 ft".). The same expression in Greek (6>oiot 
vit? a»0pd>xov : see KV) is applied also in Rev l 1 * 14 14 
to the risen and glorified Christ. 

2. ' The Son of man ' (o i/Ios rod avBpuwov) is a 
designation of Christ, though one confined to the 
Gospels and Ac 7 M , and, except Ac 7 M (where it 
occurs in Stephen's dying exclamation*), found 
only in the mouth of Christ Himself (the quota- 
tion in Jn 12 34 forming no real exception). 

3. The following is a synopsis of the occurrences 
in the Synoptic Gospels, in the order given, or 
suggested, by St. Mark : — 



Mt 
9* 



128 



Mk 

210 



Lk 

6« 



6= 



(hath authority on earth to forgive 
sins) 

(is lord of the sabbath) 



* Cf. the words spoken by James, the brother of the Lord, 

I ust lwfore his martyrdom, as reported by Hegesippus, av. 
iuaeb. U. 23 (see vol. ii. p. M2>>). 
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Mk 


Lk 
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1119 
8» 
IW] 

12« 

1*»7 




9» 

|ll80| 


13« 
IB" 


[8*tl 


(9»n 




8-U 


9» 


15" 


838 


095 



16* 

17» 

«ni 

1721 

1928 
201« 
2(128 

2427 

2130. 
2430b 

2437 
24» 



[0M] 



91" 

931 



[9*tl 
9** 



2444 

25»l 

26> 

2624b 
2648 

28** 



(whosoever shall speak a word against 

the Son of man, etc.) 
(when men reproach you, etc., for tho 

Son of man's sake) 
(shall not have finished the cities of 
Israel, till the Son of man be come) 
(him shall the Son of man also con fees 

before the angels of God) 
(came eating and drinking) 
(hath not where to lav his head) 
(as Jonah was three days, etc. (MtJ ; as 
Jonah became a sign unto the Ninev- 
ites, etc. [Lk)) 
(he that soweth the good seed is 

the 8on of man) || 
(will send forth his angels, etc.) I 
(who do men say that the Son of man 
is?) 

(must suffer many things, be killed, 

and rise again) 
(of him shall the Son of man be 
ashamed, when he coiueth in the 
glory, etc. [Mk, Lk) ; for the 8on of 
man shall come in, etc. (Mt)) 
(shall not taste of death, till they see 

the Son of man coming, etc.) 
(to tell the vision to no man till the 
Son of man be risen from the dead) 
(to suffer like Elijah [John the Bap- 
tist]) 

(shall be delivered into the hands of 
men, etc., and [Mt, Mk) rise again) 
[102:;'] [1820") (in the regeneration, when the Son of 
man shall sit on the throne, etc.) 
(to be delivered to the chief priests, 

etc., and rise again) 
(to give his life a ransom for many) 
(when ye shall desire to see one of the 

days of the Son of man) 
(as the lightning ... so shall be the 
coming of the Son of man) 
[1820'] [21«7«] (then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of man) 

(shall see the Son of man coming in 

(on) the clouds of heaven) 
(watch . . . that ye may be able . . . 

to stand before the Son of man) 
(aa were the days of Noah, so shall be 
the coming of the Son of man) 
f_1727«j ((ag they were in those days . . .,] so 
shall be the coming, etc.) 
([as the days of Lot . . .,] so shail 
it be in the day that the Son of man 
is revealed) 
(when the Son of man cometh, shall 

he find faith on the earth 1) 
(came to seek and to save that which 
was lost) 

(In an hour that ye think not, etc.) 
(when the Son of man shall come in his 
glory) 

[221*] (after two days the possover cometh, 
and the Son of man is delivered, etc.) 
222*» (goeth even as it is written of him) 
[22B*t](woe unto tn at man through whom 
the Son of man is betrayed) 
(is tietrayed into the hands of sinners) 
(betrayest thou the Son of man with a 
kiss?) 

(from now ye shall see the Son of man 

sitting at the right hand of power) 
(saying that the Son of man must be 
delivered, etc, and rise again) 



ltfO 1831 

10*3 [ C f. 2227) 
IT* 

1724 



13* 2127 
21*8 



IT* 



17» 



18« 
1910 

[cf. 13»f] 12*0 



[14»«] 

1421. 
1421b 

14*1 
[14«") 



22« 



14«2 22» 
[28»>«] [16«*] 247 



to 



14 



25 



= 09 tin 



Mt 18)1 (I Lk 19>0, though in a very different connexion), in 
Mt 25i* the words ' in which the Son of man cometh,' and in Lk 
9>o the clause ' For the Son of man came not to destroy men's 
lives hut to save them,' are not in the best MSS : cf. RVin on Mt 
18", LkO*. 

The occurrences in the Fourth Oospel are Jn 1*1 S'3-i* 
627.13.62 g28 9» (kBD : cf. RVm), 12*3. m (gee 3'4 828), v.34 13»1 
(11 [or 12) times). None of these occurrences are parallel to 
any of those in the Synoptists. See, further, f 23. 

4. If the occurrences in the Synoptic Gospels are 
analyzed, it will be seen that the expression is 
attributed to Christ upon (probably) 40 distinct 

" The corresponding clause, or verse, entirely omitted (in Mk 
S 28 either omitted or modified ; see p. 588). 

I ' Son of man ' represented by a pron., or (Mk 91, Lk 9*7) by a 
paraphrase (' the kingdom of Ood '). 

J In instructions to the disciples, attached to 1(0- 5 »■ »•"= Mk 
67-n = Lk 9' 6- 

| Olwerve that Lk ll2«>=both Mt 16* and Mt 1238, and trut 
Lk llU-»=Mt 1249.41. 

H In the explanation of the parable of theTares(no U in Mk, Lk} 
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occasions,* of which 8 are reported by the three 
Gospels, 13 by two, and 19 by one. No instance 
is, however, reported in Mark which is not in one 
(or both) of the other two Gospels. The occasions 
fall naturally into two great groups : (1) those in 
which the reference is to some aspect or other of 
the earthly work of Christ, in the time of His 
humility (including, in particular, His sufferings 
and death) ; (2) those in which the reference is to 
His future coming in glory. It is important to 
bear in mind the fact of these two applications of 
the expression ; for it has some bearing upon recent 
discussions of the subject. On the crucial passage, 
Mt 16", see § 19. 

5. Before, however, we can proceed to examine the 
meaning of the title, a prior question must be con- 
sidered, which has assumed, within recent years, 
great prominence. Jesus, it is not doubted, spoke, 
at least as a rule, not Greek but Aramaic ; a proper 
method, therefore, it is urged, requires that we 
should begin by inquiring how the title would be 
expressed in Aramaic, and what meaning it would 
there possess. And when we proceed to trans- 
late back 6 vlit rov d.»0pu,irov into Aramaic an unex- 
pected and startling result discloses itself, which 
has involved students of the NT in great per- 
plexity. 

6. Let ns first, for clearness, explain briefly the 
usage of the expression in Biblical Hebrew. 

In Biblical Hebrew, dim 'js or oi^.i ' sons of 
man * (or ' of men,' — dim being a collective term) 
occurs frequently, — though not so frequently as 
oiM(n) alone, and chiefly in poet, and later Heb., — 
to denote mankind in general (Gn 10°, IS 28", 2 S 
7", Ps 1 1 * <»> 12 1 - •<*•■» 14* etc.J.t The sing. dim-]} 
' son of man ' (i.e. not son of an individual man, 
but son (i.e. member) of the genus man) also occurs, 
viz. (a) in the address to Ezekiel 2 l - * 3 1 - s , and more 
than 90 times besides (so also Dn 8 17 ; cf. Enoch 60 lu 
71 M ) ; (6) occasionally in poet, parallelism with o % k 
or tfjK Nu 23", Is 51 s 56 ,J , Jer 49" (=v.» = 50 40 = 
(nearly) 5\ a ), Ps 8 4 «■» 80" W 146 3 (|| O'3'ii ' nobles '), 
Job Iff" (II "91 ' man ') J 25° 35". 

7. In Aramaic dim is not found. § The term 
which, speaking generally, corresponds is c^k, eytt 
(in some dialects contracted, without difference of 
meaning, to «?;), in the status anphatiens (corre- 
sponding to the def. art. in Heb.) m^m, KtV* (contr. 
K2>;). 'Ends fid (ndshd) mostly denotes ' man ' in a 
general or collective sense, though it occurs occa- 
sionally (p. 582 b ) in an individual sense : 'endsh 
(nosh), on the other hand, not infrequently pos- 
sesses an individual sense, and also often sinks to 
express nothing more than nt, or 'one' (as in 
' every owe,' ' no one'). 

In some Aramaic dialects, however, though not 
in all, ' son (or sons) of man (men) ' is common— in 
prose, and not merely, as in Heb., chiefly in 
poetry — in the ordinary sense of man (or men), 
the distinctive force of bar, * son,' being no longer 
felt. The following are the main details of this 
usage :— 

(a) Jiulcec.n Aramaic. — In Biblical Aramaic, the plur. *J3 
MjpjK ' eons of men ' occurs Dn 2* 6 21 (' driven from the sons 
of men,' — interchanging with 'driven from men ' (KPJK), 4*9- 33. 
S3 (23. 39. 30)) : elsewhere 'Incuhu is used, 2*3 (' the seed of men ') ; 
416 (M) (' changed from (the heart of) men') ; ««• »■ *t (14. 23. ») 
631 ; 42S. 32. S3 ,23. 28. 30) (just quoted); 78 (' eyes like the eyes of 
men'); Ew4" (tr:K determined by the foil. gen.). 'Snath occurs 
in the indetemi. sense of ' a man,' 6 s 67. 13 (8- 13) (' of any god or 
man'), 7*- " ; and in 'every man,' ' no man,' 2"> 3'" 57 613(13), 



* Holrten and Oort reckon 42 occasions, distinguishing Lk 11*6 
from Mt 12*0; and Mk Lk SV-» from Mt 10-"?. 

t 8o C*'K '13 Ps 43(3) 403 (J)b 029(10), La 333. 

J But read here prob. CiK J3' (' and between a man, and,' etc.). 
| The Targ., where it has OiK 13 (as in Ezck, for D1K"|3, 
and occasionally besides), means ' son of Adam.' 



Err 01'.* Bar 'Snath, ' a son of man,' occurs only in the passage, 
of which more will be said below, Dn 7" • one like unto a ton 0} 
man.' 

In the Targ. of Onkelos the plur. KCJ'K '13 occurs On 6> 11', 
Nu 23i», Dt 328. 36 : the sing, bar 'Snath does not occur at all, 
'man 1 — where it is not expressed by T33, Mijj (pir) — being 
represented always by 'Snath, 'Sndtha. 

In the Targ. of Jonathan (on the prophets) the plur. *}S 
M# ;'K occurs at least 20 times (as 1 S 15» 1«7- 7 24l» 20' 9) ; 
'Snath frequently (as Jos 1* 21 1 8" 108) ; bar 'fadsh only Is 51" 
(cod. Reuchl., in ed. Lag., OIK 13] 563, Jer 49W-» 50*0 51«, Mic 
56 — in each case being suggested directly by the Hebrew. 

(6) In Nabataan Aramaic (some 30 inscriptions, chiefly 
sepulchral, mostly of 8-14 linea each, dating from b.c. S to 
a.d. 75), t bar 'inath does not occur at all. EnOth, Snath 
occur pretty frequently, very much as in Daniel, in ' every 
one,' 'no one,' etc (see CIS II. i. 1977 200*- 6 209»- * 210*- « 2127 
etc.). 

(0) Galilcean Aramaic— In the Palest. Talm. (3 4 cent a.d.) 
bar nath (determ. bar natha) occurs with great frequency, ana 
means simply a (single, individual) man, as n 13 in 'a certain 
man (did so and so),* Mrj 13 Kin ' that man,' Kri 13 pn ' this 
man,' and in a weakened sense, with a neg. or 'all,' as ' be 
went out n 13 mrM mVi and found no one,' n 131 V3 13 ^3 
(= late Heb. P'Ki B"M Vs) ' every one.' J Obviously, in all these 
cases it would be absurd to render bar-nd»h(a) by 'ton 0/ 
man.' 

In the Palest. Lectionary (the ' Evangeliarium Hieroaoly- 
mitanum,' ed. Erizzo, 1801, ed. I-agarde, in his BibL Syr. 
1802), of the 6th cent a.d., the usage is similar: barnath 
standing regularly for 'a man' (as rii3 in = itBptiwH or itOfr* 
r«f, Lk 2» 4» 66 10*0 -16« etc.); and barnathu (detenu.) for 
i as Mt 44 12»- * 26"- «», Lk 839. 33. » etc. 

The same usage prevails in the Palest. Targunu on the 
Pent. I, and on the Hagiographa (e. 7th cent, a.d.) : see, for 
instance, bar nath in Lv 2' 4* 6*< * *• J etc (' if a man do so 
and so ' : Onk. in all such passages ffi'K), 1*8 8Qi8b (for p 
01K) 1154 use. 8 144a*. 4 etc. ; I and bar natha in ' that man.' 
Lv 730b. sib. 3,-b 174. » 198 etc (Onk. always Mffj'MX Ps 8»-» 5fU3 

0013 H91S4. 

(d) In Syriac, barn&th, barnathi, in the meaning ' man,' are 
very common. Examples : for Dig Ex 1313, i„ 4413, j er 26 10", 
Ezk l*. 10. 108. 14, Dn 78 ; for mature:, Curet and Peah., Mt 4* 
1213 43 1611. 11. 18 196, Peah. Mk 8»- -7, J n 2» 7-3- 33.2J, and (in 
' every man ') Bo 2» 3* 1218 i6i» («,V c«>t«.), and else where. ^ 

8. It thus appears that bar ndsh(d) is a common 
Aramaic expression, in which the force of the ' son ' 
has been so weakened by time as virtually to have 
disappeared, so that it practically means nothing 
more nor less than man (homo, Mensch, — not vir). 
The natural Aramaic original of 6 vlos rod arOp. 
would, however, seem to be birndsfid. If, now, 
our Lord spoke Aramaic, and denoted Himself by 
this expression, whnt meaning can He have in- 
tended to convey by it ? To this question, which 
is by no means a simple one, different answers have 
been given. 

(1) C. B. E. Uloth, who, it seems, was the first to 
set himself to answer it, came to the conclusion 
that Jesus called Himself 'the man,' meaning by 
the expression to point to His creaturely frailty 
and humility.** 

(2) Eerdmans argued that the expression waa not 
in the days of Christ a Mess, title, and was not 
used by Him as such. In opposition to the 
prevalent Mess, expectations, Jesus called Himself 
' the man,' meaning it to be understood that He 

• Cf. Dolman, Aram. DiaUktproben, 1896, p. S (from toe 
Meqillath Ta'anith, of 1-2 cent A.D.; sec ib. p. 32, Gramm. da 
JM.-Pal. Aram. p. 7). 

t See Euting, Sab. Intehriflen (1885), cd. ami tr., with notes 
by Noldeke ; or CIS 11. i. 190-224 : several also reprinted in 
Lidzliarski, S'ordtem. Epigr. pp. 450-455. 

{ See numerous examples in Lictzmann, S4-7 ; and cf. Dol- 
man, Aram. Dialektproben, pp. 28-30. The usage of the 
Palest. Midrashim is similar (*6. p. 15 ft\). 

S In which bar na*h(d) occurs much more frequently than 
would be supposed from the terms used by Dolman (Die H'orte 
Jem, 194). 

I And so, in the ' Fragmentary ' (Palest.) Targ to the Pent., in 
the recension from a Paris MS edited by Ginsburger (1809), even 

in Gn 1* (jniais VJ 13 '133) : cf. Ex 19i» (for e»K ; Onk MCl'M), 

Nu 127 .icd '13JJ a 133 n'h (in the Leipt MS [p. 85] c:k 133). 

f On the Samaritan see Fiebig [} 24 end], p. 14 ft 

•* Gixlgeleei-de Bijdragen, 1802, p. 46711. 
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was a man, and not more. Translated literally 
into Greek, it was not understood, and under the 
influence of apocalyptic phraseology (Dn 7 U etc.) 
made into a title of Christ.* 

(3) Wellhausen, in 1894 and 1897, also considered 
that Jesus intended by the term to speak of Him- 
self as 'the man,' meaning, however, by the ex- 
pression the one who completely fulfilled the idea 
of man, and who as such was in specially close 
relation to the Father ; and the early Christians, 
not understanding how He could have so described 
Himself, in translating rendered barnasha falsely 
by 6 vlbi tov avOpuirov instead of by 6 ivdpwros : the 
expression was thus brought into connexion with 
Dn 7", and so became a standing Messianic desig- 
nation of Christ. t 

(4) Arnold Meyer $ called attention to the fact 
that in Aramaic, in particular in the Aramaic 
spoken in Galilee, it was not unusual for a person 
to speak of him- (or her-) self as 'this man, 'this 
woman ' (maa mna, kwr K'."t--r),§ and also that there 
are, even in the OT, passages in which, though the 
general term ' man ' is used, the reference is clearly 
to the speaker (Job 2P 16=") ; and he applied this 
principle to the explanation of at least some of the 
passages in the Gospels : sometimes, in using the 
expression, Jesus spoke of men in general (as 
Mk 2 s " 'Therefore man is lord of the sabbath,' 
12 s1 ), sometimes He pointed by it to Himself (as 
Mk 2 ,u 'that ye may know that a man hath 
authority on earth to forgive sins,' Mt 8 20 , 11"" a 
man came eating and drinking,' etc.) : the early 
Greek-speaking Christians, translating it by 6 vlbs 
tov dv&pwnov, combined with it associations derived 
from Dn 7 13 . This explanation does not carry us 
very far. It is true, it might in the abstract (see 
§ 22) be adopted for some of the passages cited ; 
but otherwise the expression used in the Gospels is 
not, as in the Galihean phrase quoted, 'this man'; 
nor does Meyer make any attempt to show how 
in the numerous other passages concerned, the pre- 
dictions of sufferings and the eschatological utter- 
ances, the expression 'a man' could have been 
naturally employed by Christ (cf. Fiebig, p. 74 f.). 

(5) Lietzmann, as the result of a careful ex- 
amination of the existing evidence, literary and 
philological, rejecting the solutions of his prede- 
cessors, reached the startling conclusion || that 
'Jesus never applied to Himself the title "son of 
man" at all, because it does not exist in Aramaic, 
and upon linguistic grounds cannot exist,'— on 
account, viz.) of the fact mentioned above, that 
barndshd, though it is lit. ' the son of man,' in 
actual usage means simply ' the man,' so that the 
distinction made in the Greek between 6 ArOpwiroi 
and 6 vlbs tov &p$piLrov could not have existed in 
Aramaic (both expressions being translations of 
the same word, barnashd). The evangelical tradi- 
tion which attributes to Christ the use of this 
title is consequently false. The title arose in 
Greek : vlbs dyffpwvov, as a translation of barndsh 
in such passages as Mk 2 10 - M , sounded strange ; it 
was consequently, under the influence of Dn 7", 
turned, under the form b vlbs rod d., into a title of 
Christ, first in the apocalyptic discourses declaring 
His future vapovtrla, and afterwards more generally 
in other discourses (pp. 91-95). And Lietzmann 
supports this conclusion by various subsidiary 
arguments, of which the principal are : (1) the fact 
that ' the son of man ' was no accepted Messianic 
title in the age of Christ ; (2) the absence of the 
expression from the writings of St. Paul, which, he 
claims, is scarcely conceivable had it really been 

• Thtol. Tijdtchr. 1894, pp. 153-176 ; 1895, pp. 49-71. 
1 1 sr. u. Jiid. Geich. (1894) p. 812 ; ed. 3 (1897), p. 381 ; cf. 
Bkixeenund Vorarbetten, vi. (1899) p. 200 f. 
J Jeiu MvUertprache (1890), pp. 91-101. 140-149. 
I Dalman, Urammatik, 77 f . ; Die Worte Jew, 204 1 
| Dtr Mentchensohn, 1896, p. 86 
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nsed habitually by Christ ; (3) its absence likewise 
from the literature of the sub-apostolic ages, the 
Didache, Clement, Polycarp, the Shepherd of Her- 
mas, etc., after a review of which Lietzmann hods it 
to be first alluded to by the Gnostic sect of Ophites 
(pp. 62-69), Marcion (c. 120-150 A.D.),_and Iguatius 
(Ephes. xx. 2, Tifi vl$ ivOpiSixov Kcd lAif 6eo0). And 
Wellhausen, though for long he could not bring 
himself to such a tour rfe force (' Gewaltstreich '), 
was forced ultimately to agree with Lietzmann. 
The sense in which he formerly (see above) 
supposed Christ to have used the expression he 
now considered to be too abstract, and could conse- 
quently find no alternative left but, bold as the 
step might appear, to deny that Christ used the 
expression at all. The title originated in Dn 7", 
being attributed first to Jesus in the eschatological 
passages (cf. Mk 13*, where, as Wellh. observes, 
'the son of man' is not expressly identified with 
the speaker) ; and its adoption afterwards as a 
general self - designation of Jesus was perhaps 
facilitated by a misapprehension of passages such 
as Mk 2 a8 , in which barndsha, though meant gener- 
ally, was interpreted as referring specially to 
Christ.* 

The general conclusion that Christ had not HiniBeH used the 
title had been reached before, though without the use of the 
argument based upon the Aramaic, by Volkmar in 1870, and 
especially by Oort (in Dr Uitdrukking i uit r»v i. in het XT, 
1893), who, "though he allowed that Jesus might have used the 
expression as a symbol of the future kingdom, argued that He 
did not use it as a self-designation ; it was introduced first as 
a personal title by the early Christians from apocalyptic litera- 
ture, and was ascribed afterwards to Jesus Himself by the 
evangelists. 

9. Such a conclusion, conflicting, as it does, with 
all the direct evidence that we possess on the 
subject, could not be accepted, except upon the 
clearest and strongest grounds ; and it is not sur- 

E rising to find the leading NT scholars on the 
ontinent, including even those who approach the 
Gospel records from a thoroughly critical stand- 
point, opposed to it. The principal objections 
maybe thus summarized. (1) The variations be- 
tween this title and the personal pron. presented 
by many of the parallel narratives (see the Table), 
show, indeed, that there are occasions on which 
we cannot be sure whether the term was actually 
used by our Lord or not, and it might be admitted 
(see § 22) that there were even other passages in 
which it had been attributed to Him incorrectly ; 
but that an expression which in the Gospels is 
attributed solely to Him, and is never used by 
the evanpelists themselves, should in reality have 
been never used by Him, but have been introduced 
into the Gospels entirely by the evangelists, 
implies an inversion of the facts which is hardly 
credible. (2) The attribution of the expression 
to Christ does not depend upon isolated texts in 
individual Gospels ; it has in many cases, as the 
Table shows, the support of the double, and even 
of the triple, Synoptic tradition. (3) Exactly the 
same usage is found, moreover, in the independent 
tradition represented by the Fourth Gospel ; and, 
as Dr. Drummond [§ 24] remarks, ' there seems to 
be no particular reason for its appearance in this 
Gospel, except the fact that it was at least believed 
to be a common expression in the mouth of Jesus.' 
Direct personal reminiscences unquestionably un- 
derlie both these traditions ; and, as the same 
authority further remarks, 'the apostles must 
have known whether their Master spoke of Him- 
self in the way recorded in the Gospels or not ; and 
the Gospels are sufficiently near apostolical sources 
to make us pause before admitting that the Church 
is responsible for the appearance of so striking 
a characteristic ' as this title in the mouth of 
Christ. (4) Even assuming that the title was intro- 
duced into the eschatological passages in the n anner 
I • Skizzen u. Vorarbeiten, vi. (1899) pp. 188, 200 f., 206, 214. 
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supposed, it is difficult to conjecture a motive for 
extending the usage to a number of other passages 
of an entirely different character (Baldensperger 
[§ 24], p. 254). (5) As regards the supposition that 
the ascription of the expression to Christ was due 
to the early Church, Dr. Drummond observes : 
'The Church was more likely to omit than to 
insert the phrase. Reliance is placed on the 
silence of Christian writers to show that the phrase 
was not known. The Gospels conclusively prove 
that it was known ; and to imagine that it was a 
favourite expression just during the period when 
the Gospels were composed, and that before that 
time it was not known, and after that time it 
was not in common use, is to construct history 
to suit the hypothesis. The Church would have 

S referred some title apparently higher and more 
ignified.' (6) St. Paul, it is urged, never uses 
the title. Put neither do the evangelists in 
speaking of Christ, and yet their own narratives 
show that they were acquainted with it, and 
believed it to have l»een used by Christ. Unless 
Ac 7 s8 is to be eliminated as unhistorical, along 
with the numerous occurrences of the title in the 
mouth of Christ found in the Gospels, it must have 
been known at the time of Stephen's martyrdom 
as a designation of Jesus; for otherwise there 
would be no sufficient cause in Stephen's exclama- 
tion to account for the fury of the Jews (Drum- 
mond). Schmiedcl, moreover,* argues at length 
that the use mude of Pa 8 in 1 Co \S n and He 
2 8 " 9 presupposes the acquaintance of the apostles 
with the expression as a designation of Christ ; 
the fact that they do not use it more frequently is 
not difficult to explain. They wrote largely for 
converts from heathenism, who would be liable to 
misunderstand it ; and they naturally chose by 
preference terms which would give prominence to 
the Divinity of Christ. The case would be similar 
with the sub-apostolic writers. Barnab. 12*" 10 , 
however, which, it had been alleged, was proof 
that the writer was unacquainted with the title, 
had been wrongly explained (as Lietzmann after- 
wards admitted t). 

10. All these considerations would, however, un- 
doubtedly have to yield, if it were philologically 
certain that 'the son of man ' could not have been 
an expression used by our Lord. The reasons ad- 
duced in support of this conclusion are, beyond 
question, weighty ; we must consider carefully 
whether they are conclusive. 

In the first place, it must be clearly understood 
that we have no actual knoi"led<je of the Aram, 
original used (presumably) by Christ. We have 
no records of the Galila-an dialect as early as the 
first cent. a.d. ; and hence the Aram, original of 
' the son of man ' is a matter not of actual know- 
ledge, but of inference. Three possibilities must 
be kept in view. (1) Wellh. says that barnash(a) 
in the sense of ' man ' is common to Aramaic 
dialects in general ; but this statement is in excess 
of the evidence ; its occurrence in the exceptional 
passage Dn 7 13 (in which a semi-poetical expression 
would lie but natural) is not proof that it was in 
general use in that sense in Bibl. Aramaic ; and 
it is not found in other passages of Dn. (as 7*- 8 ), 
in which, if it were as commonly in use as it is in 
the Jerus. Talm., it might be naturally expected. 
It does not occur in the Aram, of Onk., and occurs 
but rarely in that of Jon. (§ la); and though 
Wellh. (pp. vi, 195) explains its absence from these 
Targums by the fact that their authors adhered 
closely to the Heb. (in which, as pointed out in § 6, 
the sing. 4 son of man ' is of rare occurrence), yet 
it is not certain that this explanation is the 
correct one. The Pal. Targ. on the Psalms and 

* Prof. Monatshe/le, Juli 1808, p. 260 ff. 

t Theol. Arb. a us dern lihein. Pred.-Verein, 1888, H. 2, p. 8. 



Job, and the Penh., are also in general literal 
translations, and yet bar ndsh[d) occurs in both 
frequently (cf. above, § 7 (c), (tf )). 

On*, uses regularly PJ'K for 'soul' (= person), Lv 2» 4*« 
61. a 4 etc. ; and KWm *vr* for ' that soul,' On 17", Ex 81", 
F,v 7*> n. 27 198 20« and elsewhere. In all thete pattagrt 
pHtudo-Jon. uses a* regularly 'baniash,' 'barnasha.' So in Dt 
tf 1 - » (for Dim) pseudo-Jon. has *Vi "13, while Onk. has ttri'tt ; 
and in the expression 'the work of man's (or men's) hands' 
□IK is rendered by barna$h(d) in the Palest. Targums (Ps 115* 
135", 2 Oh S2i«), but by •fnatlui in Onk. (Dt 4*) and Jon. 
(2 K 1918, I, S7 i9). Similarly n:K is rendered in the Pal. 
Tarjrums bv barnd*h(d), Ps 8* 9*>-*» 103" 104" etc.. but by 
•tiUuha in Jon. (Is 137 24« 61** 56*). Cf. also Ps 1188b (pj. 
Targ. : Vi 13) with Jer 17* (Jon. : xpj'k) So Flebig, p. 11. 

It is true (VjndsAfl is used mostly as a collective term ; but 
Wellh. 's argument (p. v) to show that it is used so always, 
and that consequently, unless bar ('f)nd*h(a) were in use, there 
would have been no means of expressing the idea of (a single, 
particular) man (homo) in Aram., is surely not conclusive ; for 
in Onk. mm MPVK, as bos been Just shown, occurs repeatedly 
in the sense of that man (comp. in Heb. the analogous indi- 
vidual and collective applications of CK) So Flebig, p. 11. 

The Aram, dialects do differ from one another in 
details of linguistic usage ; * and though barndsh{d) 
is common in the Galihcan dialects of the 3rd or 4th 
cent. A.D., it may not, as Dal man points out, have 
been equally common in the 1st cent. ; and if usage 
had not at that time obliterated the distinctive 
force of the first part of the compound, bar ndshd 
might have been used by Christ in the sense of 
* the Son of man.' It must, however, be allowed 
that Fiebig [§ 24] has made it probable (pp. 33-36, 
59 f.) from quotations in the Jerus. Talm. that bar 
ndsh(d) = ' man ' was current in Galilee in the 2nd 
cent. A.D. 

(2) In the Sin. (Curet.) and Pesh. versions of 
NT, * the Son of man ' is, for distinction from the 
barnasha which stands for 6 ivSpunros, always repre- 
sented by b'reh d'ndshdf (lit. hi* son, that of man, 
— the pleonasm being an idiom very common in 
Aram. X),— grammatically (Ndld.) 'a more strongly 
determined form of bamdshd.' If in the Aram, 
spoken in the time of Christ barndsh(d) was really 
in common use in the sense of \ man,' there does 
not seem to be any sufficient reason why, if our 
Lord desired to express the idea of ' the Son of 
man,' He should not have made use of this expres- 
sion. There would be nothing unsuitable in its 
being an unusual and emphatic one ; and that there 
was some Semitic expression bearing this meaning 
appears, as Hilgenfeld has pointed out,§ from the 
fact that in the Gospel acc. to the Hebrews, which 
Jerome himself translated from Aramaic (or, as he 
elsewhere says, from Hebrew), there was a saying 
of Christ, addressed to James, which (in Jerome's 
tr.) reads, ' Frater mi, comude pan cm tuum, quia 
resurrexit filius hominis a dorm ienti bus.' || 

From a communication printed by Dr. Drummond, 5 it appears 
that Prof. Noldeke also is disposed to agree with Wellhausen. 
To differ from Prof. Noldeke on a point of Aramaic or Arabic 

* See, for some illustrations, Dolm. Gramm. 34-40. 

t Brdh d'barnatha 'Son of the son of man' is certainly a 
' theological barbarism ' ; it does not, however, occur (as Wellh., 
by an oversight, saya, p. 194 n.) in the Pesh., but in the Palest. 
Lectionary. 

*, See, e.g., Dalm., DiaUJctproben, p. 15, 1. 2, JKOT ana -whose 
son? .vptm J»"Q=the son of Uezckiah. So Dn 2*> 3«-» etc, 
and constantly in 8yriac (as Mt ll (thrice)). According to Wellh. 
b'reh d'naeha (on account of the sing, stiff, and the following 
virtual plural) is * unmoglich * (p. vi). But itrj'K is regularly 
in the Tgg. construed with a sing. ; and Job 7» 14" S3", Pesh., 
are precise formal parallels (see, further, Fiebig, p. 48 ff.): more- 
over, if the expression were ' impossible ' in Syrlac, would the 
authors of the Syriac versions of the Uospels have employed it? 

| Z.J. Wiu. Theol. 1897, 476 (cf. Berl.philol. Woehemckr. 1887, 
Heft 49) ; 1899, 160. 

4 Jerome, de Virii TIL o. 2 end (ed. Bened. iv. ii. 102 ; ed. 
Vail. ii. 817 ; Migne, ii. 613) ; see Ililgenf . Evangg. tee. Uebr. 
etc. quce lupertunt (1866), pp. 17 ff., 29. Lietxmann's reply 
(Theol. Arb. p. 10) is to the effect that even here the title must 
be of Greek origin, because it is only in Oreek that the con- 
ditions for its having arisen can be shown to have existed. 

U Journ, of Theol. Studies, Apr. 1901, P- 857 1. 
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usage would be to court certain error ; but from the terms in 
which he expresses himself, it docs not seem that he mean.* to 
pronounce an absolute philological veto against the position 
that Jesus may have spoken of Himself in Aramaic as ' the Son 
of man.' 

(3) No doabt our Lord, as a rule, spoke in 
Aramaic ; but, as Prof. Sanday has remarked to 
the present writer, it is quite possible that He 
may, upon occasion, have sjmken also in Greek. 
In this case, which is more than a mere abstract 
possibility, the expression 6 wot rod ivdp&rov may 
actually have been sometimes heard upon His lips. 

11. Origin and meaning of the term as used in 
NT. — Here we must first consider the question 
whether the term is used in previous or contem- 
porary Jewish literature, and, if so, in what sense. 
In Dn 7", as has been already remarked, the ' one 
like unto a son of man ' denoted originally, in all 
probability, the glorified people of Israel ; hut the 
expression was undoubtedly interpreted at an early 
date of the Messiah. The most remarkable evi- 
dence of this is afforded by that part of the 
(composite) Hook of Enoch (ch. 37-7o), which is 
commonly known as the ' Similitudes,' and which 
is attributed generally to the 1st cent. B.C. (see 
vol. i. pp. 707 b -708*). Enoch is here represented 
as carried in his vision into heaven, where he 
sees the 1 Head of Days' (a title of the Almighty 
suggested by Dn 7 18 ) surrounded by an innumer- 
able company of angels (40 1 ), and beside Him the 
Messiah, sitting on ' the throne of his glory ' 
(62 s - *• 8 GO 27 - 1 *), and executing judgment upon 
wicked men and angels. The Messiah is often 
spoken of as the ' Elect One' (Is 42 1 ) ; but in ch. 
40 he is introduced in terms which more particu- 
larly concern us here — 

46> • And there I saw One who had a head of days (Le. an 
aged head), and his head was white like wool (Dn 7°), and with 
hini was another one whose face was as the appearance of a 
man, and his face was full of ferociousness, like one of the holy 
angels. * And I asked the angel who went with me, and showed 
me all the hidden things, concerning that son of man, who he 
wag, and whence he was, and why he went with the Head of 
Days. And he answered and said unto me, * This Is the ton of 
man who hath righteousness, with whom dwelleth righteous- 
ness, and who reveals all the treasures of that which is hidden, 
because the Lord of Spirits hath chosen him, and his lot before 
the Lord of Spirits hath surpassed everything in uprightness 
for ever. 4 And this ton of man whom thou hast seen will 
arouse the kings and the mighty ones from their couches, and 
the strong ones from their thrones, and execute Judgment 
upon them.' 

The judgment is described most fully in ch. 62— 

622 'And the Lord of Spirits seated him (the Elect One) on 
the throne of his glory, and the spirit of righteousness was 
poured out upon him, and the word of his mouth slew all the 
sinners [Is 11*], and all the unrighteous were destroyed before 
his face. . . . 6 And their countenance will fall, ana pain will 
seize them, when they see that ion of man sitting on the throne 
of his glory. . . . 9 And all the kings and the mighty and the 
exalted and those who rule the earth will fall down on their 
faces before him, and worship, and set their hope upon that son 
of man, and will petition him and supplicate for mercy at his 
hands.' But it will be too late : the ' angels of punishment' 
will take them in charge, and carry them away to their appointed 
doom. But the righteous will be saved on that day ; M * and 
the Lord of Spirits will abide over them, and with that ton of 
man will they eat and lie down and rise up for ever and ever.' 
Cf. 6.1 s7 ' And he sat on the throne of his glory, and the sum of 
judgment was committed unto him. the non of man, and he 
caused the sinners and those who have led the world astray 
to pass away and be destroyed from off the face of the earth.' 

The 'son of man' of the 'Similitudes' is thus an 
august, superhuman being, who is seated on his 
throne beside the Almighty, and exercises in par- 
ticular the functions of judge. This representation, 
it is to be observed, though based, no doubt, upon 
that of Dn 7, is not identical with it : in Daniel it 
is God who is the judge ; the 'one like unto a son 
of man' appears upon the scene only after the 
judgment is completed, and he comes, not to 
exercise judgment, but to receive a kingdom. 

It has been much disputed whether ' the son of 
man ' is a title in the Similitudes or not. 



The expressions used are, ' that (zeku or we'etu) son of man ' 
(463 jgs 824 [gee Charles, or Beer, in Kautzsch's Apokryphen, 
ad toe.], vv.9- 14 68>l efl*- »• » 701 71 17), * this son of man ' (46*), 
and ' the son of man ' (46* |see Dlllm. Jith. Gram, f 194] 62? 69m). 
On the one side, it is argued, Enoch sees In his vision a human 
form (461X which is afterwards (46* eta) referred to as 'that 

gr this) son of man,' — ' son of man,' rather than simply ' man,' 
ing (presumably) employed, partly on account of Dn7i*(wbich 
the context shows to be in the writer's mind), partly as being a 
rather more distinct and individual term. ' The son of man of 
46* 62? 0927 might similarly be nothing more than an expression 
referring back to 461 ; and the some, ft is urged, might be said 
even of • v!it t«C «»S^«r», if, as is possible (see esp. Charles, 
Btchatology , p. 214 f .). this were the Greek which lay before the 
Ethiopic translator.* On the other band, the somewhat marked 
prominence of the term is an indication that some significance 
attaches to it ; else why does the writer not say ' the Elect one' 
(as 49* 4 51* » 62«- » al.), or ' the Anointed one ' (as 48io 52*)? 

On the whole, it may probably be fairly said, as 
is claimed by Baldensperger ([§ 24], p. 246), and 
admitted by Dr. Drunimond (p. 544), that the ex- 
pression, even if not a title in Enoch, is next door 
to becoming one, and that the step of making it 
a title is one which at any time afterwards might 
be readily taken. If, however, the view of ' the 
son of man' adopted in this art. (§§ 17, 21) be the 
correct one, it will be seen to be a matter of in- 
difference whether the expression was a ' title ' in 
Enoch or not. 

The reader ought, however, to be aware that it can hardly 
be said to be certain that the ' Similitudes ' are of pre-Christian 
origin ; though this is the view taken by the great majority of 
critics, who urge in particular that, had they been written (or 
interpolated) under Christian influence, the allusions to the 
historical Christ would have been more definite. See Schiirer 3 , 
ii. 626 (Shi. 201 f.). 

12. Another passage, which, though of post- 
Christian date (probably A.D. 81-96), seems to 
show no traces of Christian influence (see vol. ii. 
p. 766 > ), and deserves to be quoted in the same 
connexion, is 2 (4) Es 13 sir \ Here Ezra is repre- 
sented as seeing in a dream the sea disturbed by a 
wind, and a ' man,' who is declared afterwards 
(v. 88 ) to be God's appointed judge and deliverer 
(i.e., though the word itself is not used, the 
Messiah), ascending out of it — 

' And I beheld, and, lo, this wind caused to come up from the 
midst of the sea as it were the likeness of a man, and 1 beheld, 
and, lo, that man flew with the clouds of heaven [cf. Dn 7 1 '] : 
and when he turned his countenance to look, all things trembled 
that were seen under him.' In the sequel, the same ' man that 
came up out of the sea,' as he is termed (v.», cf. vv.»-8i), 
destroys by a 'flaming breath,' proceeding out of his mouth, 
the multitudes which assemble against him, and calls back to 
the land of Israel the ten tribes (vv.i°f. »*• »*i). 

Here then at least the Messiah is described, with 
evident reference to Dn 7 U , as a ' man.' 

Dr. Charles has called attention also to 4 Es 61 in the Syr., 
Eth., and Arab, t versions (the world to be judged Anally— first by 
(Arab, on account of] a 'man' (Syr. Kfjna T3].— or, to judge 
from the Eth. vers., by a 'son of man,' — and afterwards by Ood : 
see Hilgcnt. Mess. Jud. pp. 223, 275, 834) ; but the statement is 
inconsistent with 6°, ana Is open to the suspicion of being a 
Christian interpolation (cf. Hilgenf. p. 64 n.). 

13. In spite, however, of the usage of the ' Sim- 
ilitudes,' and of 2 Es IS 1 "-, it seems clear that ' the 
Son of man ' was no generally accepted title of the 
Messiah in the days of Christ. Dalm. [Die Worte 
Jesu, 197-204) shows that nothing exists ki Jewish 
authorities in favour of such a supposition. The 
same conclusion is supported by the testimony of 
the Gospels. ' It is inconceivable that the Lord 
should have adopted a title which was popularly 
held to be sj'nonymous with that of Messiah, 
while He carefully avoided the title of Messiah 
itself (Westcott). The reply that He used it 
enigmatically is not to the point ; for though He 

1 The Eth. zeiu and we'etu not infrequently, in translations 
from the Oreek, represent the Greek art. (Charles, I.e. ; Dillm. 
^fith. Lex. col. 1057, 919). They are not, however, used in the 
Eth. NT in the tr. of i Hit m m>6p*riv. (Dr. Charles, in his tr. 
of Cffw. 39. as 70!, has not represented the Eth. ' that '). 

t The Arab version publl :hed by Ewald (Das vierte Kzrabuch, 
1S63) : that published by Gildemcister (1877) is different. 
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might have signified by it something different 
from the popular conception of the Messiah, it 
would still (ex hyp.) have been the Messiah, which 
those who heard Him would have understood Him 
to mean. Upon the same supposition, moreover, 
His use of it could not but have excited the hos- 
tility of the Jews, of which, however (in this con- 
nexion), the Gospels afford no trace : the ' blas- 
phemy' of Mt 26*== Mk 16 w consisted evidently 
not in His use of- this title, hut in the Divine 
prerogatives predicated of Himself as the bearer 
of it. The most that might be supposed is, that 
though not generally current as a title of the. 
Messiah, it was familiar in that sense in the 
particular circle to which the ' Similitudes ' be- 
longed (above, vol. ii. 622 b , cf. 616*). 

14. In considering the meaning of the title, it 
ought to be clearly understood that it is not any- 
where explained in the NT, so that whatever view 
of it be adopted must be a matter of conjecture 
and inference. To the same cause is due what is 
generally allowed to be the great difficulty of the 
question, and also the wide divergence of the con- 
clusions which have been reached regarding it. 
The question is further complicated by the fact 
that there are two possible starting-points for the 
investigation : is the name a mere title, taken, as 
it were mechanically, from Dn 7"i and so a mere 
periphrasis for ' Messiah ' ? or does the significance 
of the title lie in the four words of which it con- 
sists, and is the meaning- which our Lord intended 
to convey by it to be ascertained by an analysis of 
these words T Or may the interpretations suggested 
by these two opposite points of view be in any way 
combined ! Or, on the other hand, whichever of 
these interpretations be adopted, does it logically 
render the other unnecessary and superfluous [of. 
§20. 12]? Still further difficulties arise when the 
details of its usage in the Gospels are considered, 
as, for instance, the very different predicates 
associated with it; and further divergent con- 
clusions are arrived at, corresponding to the view 
taken by the individual critic of the chronology 
of our Lord's discourses, and other questions of 
Gospel criticism. 

15. Two main views may be said to have been 
advocated. According to one view, the title has 
no meaning of its own,* it is intended simply to 
point to the ' one like unto a son of man ' in Dn 
7",t and so to express, directly and distinctly, 
the Messiahship of Jesus. According to the other 
view, tho title, though it may have been chosen 
with an eye to Dn 7 U , expressed primarily the 
thought that Jesus was, in some special sense, a 
man above other men, the supreme representative 
of humanity, and only indirectly, especially towards 
the close of His ministry, suggested in addition the 
thought of His Messiahship. High authorities can 
be quoted for both these views. Thus Holtzmann 
writes (NT Theol. 1897, p. 247), 'The title certainly 
originates in Dn 7". Jesus adopts Daniel's view of 
the future kingdom : close beside this is in Daniel 
the figure of the "one like unto a son of man" 
who receives the kingdom from God, and in" whom 
therefore it was natural for Jesus to see Himself pre- 
figured : even though in Daniel the figure svmWl- 
ized only the kingdom (and not its head), still here 
was the person who would establish it : Jesus, by 
His adoption of the title, implied that it would not 
be established apart from Himself.' He did not, 
however, this being the sense of the title, use 
it before Peter's confession (pp. 250 top, 260, 263 

* Schmiedel, p. 264 : ' The name is given [viz. by Dn 7W] ; 
what it signifies i» matter not for an analytical judgment, but 
for a synthetical one,' i f. it is to be ascertained from ' predicates 
defining the work or office of the Messiah.' Cf. Holtziu. p. 
253 bottom, 264 n. ; Wellh. p. 214. 

t Cf. H. A. W. Meyer on Mt 8» (altered in the 8th ed. by 
B. Weiss). 



[cf. below, § 19]). 'Jesus,' Holtzmann continues, 
' throws into the title whatever is characteristic of 
His mission and ministry. He makes it the exclu- 
sive designation of the person who is to represent 
and realize the ideas expressed by it. Just because 
He is conscious that this mission brings with it 
earthly privation and suffering, and even death, 
the " Son of man " becomes the subject of pre- 
dications relating not only to future glory, but 
also to earthly humiliation and death. Thus 
Jesus is, and is called, the " Son of man," on the 
one hand wherever by forgiving and healing, by 
teaching and suffering, He proclaims, represents, 
or extends the kingdom ; on the other hand, and 
especially, when, coming in glory, He completes it. 
As the kingdom is a present as well as a future 
reality, so the title "Son of man" bears reference 
to His work in the present not less than in the 
future' (pp. 250-3, abridged). 

Upon this view the first art. (•) points to Dn 7" (Holtan. 
p. 264 n. ; Schmiedel, p. 264), the second (r»E) results simply by 
a kind of attraction, from the presence of the first (Schmiedel, 
Le. ; Winer, Oramm. 1 19, 26-4). 

16. In what is here said of the use of the title, 
there is much that is, of course, perfectly just; 
but to the view taken of its origin there seem to 
be objections. In the vision of Daniel the 'one 
like unto a son of man' is represented as a 
glorified, heavenly being, and the kingdom is a 
triumphant kingdom. No account is taken of the 
long period during which, as a matter of history, 
the kingdom was gradually and slowly to extend 
itself among men ; it has been finally and univers- 
ally established in the earth (7'*). Now, if the 
passages in which our Lord first used the expres- 
sion had been those in which He describes His 
future advent in glory, there would have been a 
direct point of contact with the vision in Daniel, 
sufficient to account for the title being adopted 
from it ; but, as it is, it is impossible, without 
most arbitrary treatment of the Gospel narratives, 
to suppose that to have been the case ; and thus, 
with the passages in which He is actually repre- 
sented as first using it, and which all deal with 
various aspects of His life in humility upon earth, 
there is no point of contact in Daniel at all. As 
Westcott {Speaker's Comm. on St. John, p. 34) says, 
' It is out of the question to suppose that the 
definite article simply expressed "the prophetic 
son of man." The manner in which the title is 
first used excludes such an interpretation.' There 
is nothing, viz., in the manner in which the title is 
first used — or indeed chiefly used — in the Synoptic 
Gospels, to suggest a reference to Daniel, or to 
lead to the supposition that our Lord intended by 
His use of it to bring before His hearers the tran- 
scendent, heavenly being represented in Daniel. 
A being, conscious, indeed, of his authority and of 
the hign mission entrusted to him, but presentinc 
all the outward marks of earthly humility, and 
only in the future destined to assume heavenly 
majesty, is surely what the title denotes in the 
Gospels. Holtzmann's identification of the king- 
dom pictured in Daniel, not with the kingdom of 
Christ in its final glory, but with the kingdom at 
the time of His founding it during His earthly 
ministry, is not natural. There is equally little, 
not to say less, to suggest that the title is borrowed 
from the ' Similitudes ' of Enoch. It is also diffi- 
cult not to think (in spite of Holtzm. p. 253 f.) 
that it is intended to express primarily, and also 
more - fully and distinctively than even Holsten 
(§20. 11) allows, some meaning directly involved 
in the words of which it consists (analogous, for 
instance, to that of its correlative, the ' Son of 
God'). 

17. The other main view may be stated sub- 
stantially, as is done by B. Weiss (NT Theol. 1884, 
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§ 16). (1) Our Lord adopted this title just because 
it was not a current title of the Messiah. In view 
of the expectations of a personal Messiah which 
prevailed at the time, Dn 7" could certainly in 
His day be interpreted only of the Messiah ; but, 
even so, He could not assume that this particular 
passage would be so generally known that the 
expression, *the Son of man,' would be at once 
understood as referring to it. The case would be 
different if we could presuppose the use made of 
Daniel in Enoch ; but, even if the pre-Christian 
origin of the 'Similitudes' be granted, it is far 
from clear that they were familiarly known in the 
circles in which our Lord's ministry principally 
lay. Only when Jesus in the eschatological pas- 
sages directed attention to Dn 7" could the title 
be understood generally as a Messianic designa- 
tion. This view of His use of the title agrees with 
the manner in which, during all the earlier part 
of His ministry, He avoided any direct announce- 
ment of His Messiahship, in order not to lend 
encouragement to the unspiritual ideas attaching 
to the popular conception of the Messiah. (2) For 
His hearers the idea expressed by the title would 
be that He was not a 1 son of man ' like all others, 
but that He was 'the son of man,' one who, in 
virtue of His character and personality, held a 
unique position among men. It did not designate 
merely His humanity (for this must have been 
evident to all who saw Him), but it marked Him 
out as in some sense a special or representative 
man. (3) Christ's statements respecting the 'Son 
of man,' the functions, office, and divinely appointed 
destinies assigned to him, point to one who has 
a mission higher than that of an ordinary prophet, 
i.e. indirectly to one who is also the Messiah. 
They speak of Him, for instance, as in various 
ways proclaiming or establishing the kingdom 
of Gou. He has authority to forgive sins ; and 
He gives His life a ransom for many. He is con- 
trasted with John the Baptist, who is- merely a 
forerunner. The sufferings of the Son of man are 
divinely appointed (8«, — Mk 8 31 |i II, al.), because it 
is implied in the OT that God's plan of salvation 
would not be finally realized upon earth without 
the suffering and death of the servant of God by 
whom it would be accomplished. (4) Lastly, in 
the prophecies of the Second Advent, our Lord 
alluded so clearly to Dn 7 U that though He does 
not expressly identify Himself with the ' one like 
unto a son of man' there spoken of, those who 
heard Him, and who identified the figure in Daniel 
with the Messiah, could not but conclude that He 
meant by the term that particular 'son of man' 
who was to be the Messiah.* 

Upon this view the second art. (™5) is generic or collective 
(Winer, I 27. 1 ; Gn 1 8»l 9», 8 8 7>», Mk 8», Jn 2»). the first 
art. (•) specifies the individual of the genu* meant (Weiss, 1 1W>). 

18. This opinion, that the title, viz., even though 
it may have been suggested by Dn 7 1S , was never- 
theless intended, and even intended primarily, to 
express in some manner the relation of Jesus to 
humanity, has been largely held (see § 20 ; and 
the references in Holtzm. pp. 234, 255). It has, 
however, been objected to it that if the title 
denoted the 'ideal' or 'representative' man, the 
predicates affirmed of it could be only those which 
were involved in the idea itself,— t.e., to speak 
technically, were the predicates of analytical, «iot 
of synthetical judgments, which obviously is not 
the case with the predicates affirmed of the 'Son 
of man ' in the Gospels. This would, no doubt, be 
true if the title were understood to be a designa- 
tion of the 'ideal' man, but not if (abandoning 
this abstract expression) it be understood to desig- 

• The views of Bruce, Kingdom of God * (1800), 172-78, and of 
Stevens, XT Theol. (1899), 51-53, while somewhat differently 
put, do not differ materially from that of Weiss. 



nate a particular, individual man, embodying in 
their highest perfection the attributes of humanity. 
And this is the sense in which Weiss and West- 
cott (§ 20), for instance, understand the title. 
There will then be no difficulty in understanding 
the predicates affirmed of the ' Son of man ' as 
synthetical judgments : they will result, in other 
words, not from an analysis of the idea of ' man,' 
but from the experience, present or future, of the 
particular individual actually denoted by the term. 
As Holtzmann, though himself preferring the 
other view, writes (p. 254), ' The possibility is by 
no means excluded that the conception of the 
Messiah was rooted in the idea of man, and that 
Jesus, in choosing this designation, instead of 
others that were open to Him, intended thereby to 
express His relationship to humanity.' 

The fact just mentioned has been made the 
ground of a further objection to the same opinion. 
As has just been shown, if we start from the idea 
of ' man,' none of the predicates applied in the 
Gospels to the ' Son of man ' can be obtained from 
an analysis of that idea. But if we start from the 
equation (given by Dn 7") ' Son of man ' = ' Messiah,' 
then all these predicates become analytical judg- 
ments; they are, it is said, derivable, at least 
largely, from the idea of ' Messiah ' itself ; they 
are expressions, not of Jesus' conception of ' man,' 
but of His conception of His Messiahship.* And 
hence it is concluded that the term was used by 
Him as properly and primarily signifying ' Messiah.' 
It may be doubted if this conclusion necessarily 
follows from the premises. If the term denoted 
Jesus primarily as a Man above other men, a Man 
with a unique position and mission, this position 
and mission would, from another point of view, 
be also those of the ' Messiah ' ; and the predicates 
describing different aspects of His work and 
ministry would accordingly be those belonging to 
Him as 'Messiah.' The offices and functions 
ascribed to the 'Son of man' in the Gospels are 
deduced by Weiss, starting from the idea of ' man,' 
not less naturally than by Holtzmann, starting 
from the idea of ' Messiah. 

19. Two questions, intimately connected, remain 
to be considered, which also, as will appear, have 
a bearing upon the question of the origin of the 
title. At what period in His ministry did our 
Lord first use the title ? And in what sense was it 
understood by those who heard it? Or, to put the 
possible alternatives unambiguously, did it veil or 
reveal His Messiahship ? It is clear that our Lord 
only declared His Messiahship gradually. The 
question put by Him to the disciples at Csesarea 
Pbilippi, and Peter's reply (Mt 16 ,31 « = Mk 8 !f7 a, = 
Lk 19 l8 "* ) ), particularly when taken in connexion 
with our Lord's comment in Mt 16 17 , make it 
evident that up to that time He had not openly 
declared Himself as the Messiah ; and the prohibi- 
tions in Mt 10'° = Mk 8 !W = Lk 9", and Mt 17*= 
Mk 9», cf. Lk 9 s8 , show that He still did not wish 
the fact to be known to the people generally. In 
the S}'noptic Gospels there are, however (see the 
Table, § 3), 9 passages in Matthew, 2 in Mark, 
and 4 in Luke, in which the title ' Son of man ' is 
ascribed to our Lord before the occasion at C.csarea 
Pbilippi. If, then, the title was a current Mess, 
title, or even if His hearers, when He used it, 
were likely at once to perceive a reference to Dn 
7 13 , it is clear that He must, by His use of it, have 
revealed His Messiahship, from virtually the begin- 
ning of His ministry, both to His disciples and to 
the people at large. This, however, as we have 
just seen, was inconsistent with His avowed 
purpose. Hence those who believe that it was a 
current Mess, title are obliged to get rid of those 
pussages in the Gospels which represent our Lord 
• Holsten [| 10. 11], pp. 86-39 ; cf. Lietimann, 14, 15, 24. 
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as using it before Peter's confession at Ca'sarea 
Philippi. Matthew (in whom most of the pas- 
sages occur) is the evangelist who, generally, 
displays the least regard for historical sequence, 
and sometimes groups incidents and sayings to- 
gether merely on account of material resemblances ; 
he even represents the disciples as owning Jesus to 
be the « Son of God ' (14» : no || in Mk 0*"- Jn 6 ai ) 
before the confession at Caisarca Philippi. Hence 
there is no dilliculty in supposing that Mt 10'- 3 13" 
(in which, whatever view be taken of the meaning 
of the title, the predicates applied to it, describ- 
ing the Second Advent, show that the Messiah is 
referred to) are placed too early in our Lord's 
ministry ; * and t he same supposition might be 
reasonably made (upon the assumption that ' the 
Son of man ' was a Mess, title) in the case of some 
other passages, as Mt 8-° 12* ;t but it is difficult 
to think that Mk 2'° = Mt 9" = Lk 5* Mk 2^=Mt 
12» = Lk 6 5 , [Mk 3 28t = ] Mt 12"= Lk 12'°, can be so 
misplaced. Nevertheless, those who believe ' the 
Son of man' to be an explicit Mess, title are 
obliged to assume this (cf. g 20. 12), or else to hold 
either that Jesus never used the title at all, or (so 
Holtzm. p. 203, cf. 256 f.) that, on at least the 
three last-named occasions, He spoke of ' man ' in 
general (see, further on these passages, § 22).$ 

The second of these alternatives we have already 
found ourselves unable to accept ; but does either 
the first or the third suffice to remove the diffi- 
culty? Is it really credible that our Lord first 
used the expression of Himself, after Peter's con- 
fession at Ciesarea Philippi? Is not the familiar 
manner in which He used the title, if not in the 

Iuestion put to Peter (Mt 16", but not Mk 8", 
k 9 18 ), yet directly after it (Mk 8 S1 , Lk 9 s "), with- 
out exciting any comment or surprise, sufficient 
evidence that it must have been often used by Him 
previously, and that it was an expression which, 
whatever special ideas it may have been intended 
to convey, was well understood to denote Himself? 
These considerations, as it seems to the present 
writer, constitute a strong argument against the 
supposition that it was a current Mess, title, or 
even (without supposing as much as this) that it 
was adopted by our Lord as a Mess, title, for the 
purpose of proclaiming His Messiahship. 

The title, we thus seem forced to conclude, was 
used by our Lord in His Galihxan ministry ; but 
it did not suggest to those who heard it Mess, 
associations, until it came to be connected with 
predictions of the Second Advent ; it thus did not 
reveal, but veil, His Messiahship. Christ's use of 
the term was pedagogic. It veiled His Messiah- 
ship during the earlier part of His ministry, till 
the time was ripe for Him to avow it openly. § 
liy His adoption of it, He found a means, on the 
one hand, of not denying even in public His con- 
sciousness of His unique mission, and, on the 
other hand, of lending no countenance to the crude 
and illusory hopes which attached to popular ideas 
of the Messiah (Weiss, Lcben Jesu, i. 429). 

20. The following summary (which makes no 
pretension to be exhaustive) may be useful to the 
reader, partly as illustrating, especially when 
taken in connexion with the views that have been 
already stated, the great diversity of opinion 
which has prevailed— and in part prevails still— 
with regard to the meaning ol the title, partly as 
exemplifying the lines along which attempts have 

* Som ■ other passages in Matthew, involving: the avowal of 
Jesus' Messiahship, though not with the use of this title, are 
also probably ante-dated ; cf. Holtnnann, p. 259. 

t In Lk 6** [contrast Mt 6"]. "^Mt 11™, Holtzmann (p. 261) 
doubts whether the title (which he regards as Mesa.) is original. 

I Kiebig, however (§ 24], thinks that in these coses it was 
simply nusunderstoodfas = ' man,' ' a man ') by those who heard it. 

5 Keim. Similarly Baur, Hase, Lange, Ritschl, Harnack, and 
others, as cited by Holtzmann, p. 281 n. 1, 262 n. 6. 



been principally made to solve the problems which 
it presents. 

1. Neander (Leben Jesu, 1837, 120 IT.; Eng. tr.* p. W\ The 
title denotes Jesus on His human side, as One belonging to 
humanity, Mho in Mis humanity has done so much for it, 
through whom it is glorified, and who has realized most com- 
pletely the ideal (' Urbild ') of humanity. 

2. Baur (Z. Wiss. TheoL 1800, 274-292 ; AT TheoL 1864, 
77-83). Not at the time a current title of the Messiah, but 
chosen by Jesus in opposition to prevalent Jewish conceptions 
of a victorious, earthly Messiah. It emphasised Mis humanity. 
His subjection to the needs and experiences of ordinary men ; 
and denoted Him also as one who made all the deepest human 
interests His own, and had the wide human sympathies ex- 
pressed, for instance, in the Beatitudes. It was suggested by 
Dn 7>3 ; and Jrsus adopted it as a title, which, while possessing 
no popular Mess, associations, was adapted to express the Mess, 
idea in its higher significance. 

8. Hilgenfeld (Z. Wis*. Th. 1863. 327-334; cf. 1804, 16 tX 
Not a current Mess, title. Suggested by Dn 7'*, but used by 
Jesus with the object of giving prominence to His humanity, and 
of emphasizing the humility and external lowliness which in His 
person were combined with the exalted dignity of the Messiah. 
It thus in a veiled manner pointed to His Messiahship. Jesus, 
by uniting spiritual loftiness with earthly lowliness, ' trans- 
figured ' the popular Jewish idea of the Messiah. 

4. Weizsiicker (Evang. Geseh. 1864, 420-431). Not a current 
Mess, title (for, if it had been. Jesus would have been attacked 
for appropriating it) ; and adopted by Jesus, not from Dn 7 IS , 
but from Ezekiel, to designate Himself specially as a prophet. 
The Mesa, sense, derived from Dn 7 13 , was attached to it only 
at a later period of our Lord's life. 

6. Holtzmann (in 1866 ; Z. Wits. Th. 212-237). Not a current 
title of the Messiah (for else Jesus would ha\e been attacked 
for using it), but borrowed by Him as a Mess, title from Dn 7", 
' the expression used by Dn. reflecting itself in His conscious- 
ness in a universal and human sense.' It thus denoted Him 
not merely as the Messiah, but as ' the bearer of all human 
dignity and rights,' as 1 one who held a peculiar and central 

Kwition among the M ri» kttftmn.' Not being a current 
ess. title, it was a riddle to those who heard it, and served to 
veil, not to reveal, His Messiahship. 

6. Keim (Der (Stick. Christu*, 1805, p. 105 f.; Jesus of Ntu. 
tr. lit 79-92). The title had a double aspect : on the basis first 
of Ps 8*'-, though afterwards also of Dn 7", it expressed Jesus' 
sense on the one hand of His human lowliness, on the other 
hand of His Messianic dignity : in particular. He intended by 
His use of it to show that even in His capacity as Messiah He 
was part and parcel of humanity, and to teach His disciple* 
that it was pre-eminently His vocation to serve and suffer for 
humanity. - 

7. Wittichen (1868). In Dn 7" the ' son of man ' represent* 
the ethical character of the future 1 sr. dominion, as opposed to 
the worldly heathen dominions ; this idea is, however, first 
embodied In an individual in Enoch, from which book Jesus 
adopted the title. He designated Himself by it as the perfect 
representative of the idea of man, especially on its ethical side, 
and at the same time as the Messiah, the chosen organ for the 
fuller realization of this idea in the world. The idea as pre- 
sented in Enoch is spiritualized and morally deepened by Jesus, 
and also combined oy Him with associations derived from the 
OT ' servant of Jehovah.' 

8. Wcstcott {I.e. 1880). The title is a new one, not derived 
from Dn i u ; and it expresses Christ's relation not to a family, 
or to a nation, but to all humanity. There is nothing in the 
Gospels to show tliat it was understood as a title of the Messiah. 
The idea of the true humanity of Christ lies at the foundation 
of it. He was the representative of the whole race, in whom the 
complete conception of manhood was absolutely attained, and 
who exhibited all the truest and noblest attributes of the race. 
Cf. Stanton, The Jewish and the Christian Messiah, 1886, p. 246 : 
' It is clear that Christ by His phrase represented Himself as 
the head, the type, the ideal of the race.' 

9. Wendt, 1890 (The Teaching of Jesus, ii. 139-151X Not * 
current Mess, title. Dn 7" suggested the combination of 
creaturely frailty and lowliness with high dignity ; and so Jesus, 
when He used the title, taught that He was a frail human 
creatine, and yet showed that He remembered the proph. word 
that the Mess, dignity was to belong to 'one like unto a son of 
man.' It was no announcement of His Mess, claims, but rather 
propounded a problem for His hearers to reflect upon. 

10. J. E. Carpenter (The First Three Gospels, their Origin and 
Relations, 1890, pp. 118-120, 244-257, 3/2-388). Jesus never 
used the expression to designate Himself : He employed it only 
in the eschatological passages, and in these it was used by Him 
symbolically to denote the establishment of God's kingdom of 
righteousness upon earth. The primitive Church understood 
the* expression in a personal sense, and then ascribed it, as a 
Mess, title, to Jesus Himself. 

11. Holsten (Z. f. Wiss. Theol. 1891, pp. 1-79). The title, 
though not a current Mess, one, was understood by Jesus 
in that sense, as appears from the fact that He always uses it to 
express some aspect of the work or activity of the Messiah (cf. 
Holtzmann : | 15) It was adopted from Dn 7 1 *, though this 
passage gave only the outer form, the contents being supplied 
by the experience and knowledge of the historical Jesus (aa 
teacher, sufferer, redeemer, ete.): only thus did He convert 
' the visionary form of a Messiah, which He found in Daniel, 
into His own living Mess, personality ' (p. 68, ct 60). He would 
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not, however, have appropriated the title, hod He not desired to 
designate Himself as a member of the genua ' man.' and also 
recognized Himself as the member of the genu* referred to in 
Dn 7" (p. 47). The difficulty (cf. | 16) of understanding how 
Jesus could have denoted Himself, under the conditions of His 
earthly life, by a term suggesting: only the transcendent Being 
of Daniel, is met by the supposition (which, however, lacks 
support in the text of Dn. itself) that the 1 one like unto a son 
of man' in Dn 7 1 * is really to be conceived as having been 
brought before God, and invested by Him with power and 
greatness, out of a previous state of earthly humility and weak- 
ness (pp. 61, 67 f.). The title was used by Jesus in His Galitoan 
ministry (Mk 210 etc.) ; for though He Himself understood it in 
a Mess, sense, this was not neeetnarily placed upon it even by 
scripture-students, esp. if His own appearance and manner of 
life did not suggest it : it would be taken naturally by those 
who heard it, including, up to the time of Peter's confession, 
even the disciples, to signify simply 'the man.' And this 
would agree with His own purpose of keeping for a while His 
Messiah ship a secret (pp. 20, 22, 31 L, 70 IA 

12. Baldensperger (Da* Selb*tb*wuut*ein Jetu im Liehte der 
Me**. Iloffnungen seiner Zeit*, 1892) emphasizes strongly the 
prevalence of apocalyptic conceptions in the time of Christ. He 
rejects emphatically the opinion that the title concealed Jesus' 
Messiahship, and also the view that it was intended to express 
any aspect of His humanity. It was (through the influence of 
Daniel and Enoch) a known Mess, title in the time of Christ; 
and Jesus adopted it with the express object of proclaiming 
His Messiahship. It was a triumphant designation of the 
Messiah ; and Jesus connected it with declarations respecting 
His humiliation and sufferings for the express purpose of show- 
ing (in opposition to current Jewish ideas) that these were 
integral element* in His conception of the Messiah. As, how- 
ever, it was an open proclamation of His Messiahship, He 
cannot have used it before Peter's confession at Ciesarea 
Philippi : the passages in the Gospels which imply that He did 
this must be chronologically misplaced. Baldensperger closes 
with a severe criticism of Hoist cn for admitting in again ' by a 
back-door' (see above, No. 11) any reference in the title to the 
humanity of Jesus, which he had himself shown to be out of the 
question, as well as unnecessary, In view of the direct derivation 
of the title from Dn 7'» (pp. 182-189) ; and of Wendt for dis- 
covering in the expression anything of the nature of creaturely 
weakness or humility (pp. 189-192). 

13. J. V. Bartlet (Expo*., Dec. 1892, 427-443). The title may 
have been suggested by Dn 7" ; but as used by Jesus it denotes 
Him as the ideal representative, partly of humanity in general, 
partly of the Kingdom of God in particular, especially under 
those aspects of character which belong to the suffering servant 
in Deutero- Isaiah. 

14. Dolman (Die WorteJetv. 1898, 191-219; cf. Exp. Time*, 
x. 438-443). Not a current Mess, title, but adopted by Jesus 
from Dn 7' 3 , and very probably also with the thought of Ps 8 Jf - 
at the same time, because He was the destined Messiah. It 
veiled His Messiahship behind a name which emphasized the 
humanity of its bearer. It implied that He was in some sense 
a man ' above other men,' but not that He was the ' ideal ' man 
— a conception foreign to Jewish thought, and not at all sug- 
gested by the teaching of Jesus. He avoided the term 
'Messiah on account of the false ideas associated with it 
by the Jews : the ' son of man ' in Daniel, on the other hand, 
was one who was not to win the kingdom by his own strength, 
but to receive it at (he hands of God, and might have to do this 
through suffering and death : Jesus thus assumed the title as 
' a frail child of man, whom God would make Lord of the world.' 
Probably not used before Peter's confession ; the passages in 
the Gospels which imply that it was, being chronologically 
misplaced. 

15. Gunkel (Z. Wi*». Theol. 1899, 682-6D0) agrees that in 
Aram, the term meant only 'the man,' but thinks that there 
may have been an esoteric eschat. tradition underlying both 
Daniel, Enoch, and other apocalypses, in which (like other 
apoc. expressions, as 1 the end,' ' the woes,' the ' elect,' » «•«'- 
*•», etc) 'the man' (perhaps orig. 'the man of God,' or 'of 
heaven ') may have come to be used conventionally as a mystic 
synonym of ' the Messiah ' : Jesus might thus have adopted it 
as a self-desipiation ; to outsiders it would mean simply ' the 
man,' and might lie understood, for example, of an ancient 
prophet, returned to life (Mr 10 11 ) ; by the initiated, it would be 
understood to be a covert title of the Messiah. 

16. J. Drumniond, 1901 (see f 24]. The term is used elastic- 
ally: starting from Dn 7'« Jesus may have regarded it as a 
typical expression for the ideal people of God, with which 
associations derived from the 'servant of God' in Is 52"- 
6SW would readily connect themselves : conscious Himself of 
His Messianic calling, He would naturally regard Himself as 
the Head of this ideal class. The central idea of the expression 
would thus \te that of the true teroant of God, — pre-eminently 
Himaclf, but not necessarily and uniformly exclusive of others 
(so, e.g., in Mt 8» 1231, Mk 2">«— in Mt 11>» the expl. 'a man' 
[} 8. 4) may be adopted). The eschat passages may be visions 
of the spiritual conquest of the world by a Divinely commissioned 
humanity, personified as ' the son of man.' 

21. Moot of these opinions contain elements of 
truth ; but the divergence as regards the funda- 
mental idea denoted by the expression is remark- 
able. Still those views which see in the title some 
relation to humanity decidedly predominate. The 



present writer must own that he is most attracted 
by the views of Westcott and Weiss (to which 
those of Neander, Baur, and Holtzmann in 1805 
lead up). The expression, understood in the natural 
sense of the words, denotes one who, though a 
Man, holds nevertheless a unique position among 
men ; and this, it seems to him, is the proper 
starting-point for investigating its meaning, and 
discovering the further ideas (i. any) attaching to 
it. He cannot think that the title was first used 
by Christ in the eschat. passages, or even after 
Peter's confession : whatever its special signifi- 
cance may have been, it must have been an ex- 
pression heard frequently upon our Lord's lips, 
and the disciples must have first become familiar 
with it in comparatively neutral or colourless pas- 
sages, not in those foretelling either His future 
sufferings or His future glory. The title may have 
l>een borrowed by our Lord from Dn 7" ; but He 
did not, at least when first using it, intend to 
bring before His hearers the figure there portrayed : 
He adopted it as a mere shell or form, suggestive 
of His humanity, into which He threw a new 
import nnd content of His own : more special 
associations derived from Dn 7 ,s — perhaps, also, 
in Mt 16" 19" 25" from Enoch *— came first to be 
attached to it in the eschat. passages. Ps 8, with 
its strikingly-drawn contrast between the actual 
lowliness and tiie ideal dignity of man, mny also 
well have contributed to the adoption of the title 
by onr Lord. The title, as it seems to the present 
writer (though he would avoid such expressions 
as the ' ideal ! or ' representative' man), designates 
Jesus as the Man in whom human nature was most 
fully and deeply realized, and who Mas the most 
complete exponent of its capacities, warm and 
broad in His sympathies, ready to minister and 
suffer for others, sharing to the full the needs and 
deprivations which are the common lot of humanity, 
but conscious at the same time of the dignity and 
greatness of human nature, and destined ulti- 
mately to exalt it to unexampled majesty and 
glory. He would in general endorse cordially 
what is written on this subject in vol. ii. p. 623*"' > 
(cf. also p. 850 b ). 

22. We append a few remarks on some particular 
passages in which the title is used. 

a. Mk8*=Lk M ('the foxes have holes,' etc.). 
As Sehiniedel remarks (p. 293), Meyer's ' a man ' 
(i.e. Jesus) t is exegetically impossible ; Lietz- 
mann'8 ' man ' (generally) X 18 out of the question. 
The contrast is evidently between the external 
lowliness and the inherent dignity of Him who in 
a special sense was the ' Son of man.' 

b. Mt 8" = Mk 2 10 = Lk &*. There is no neces- 
sity, for the purpose of understanding this passage, 
to suppose that the title was a Mess. one. Jesus, 
in order to meet the objection, ' Who can forgive 
sins, but (Sod only ? ' heals the paralytic, thereby 
showing that He holds an extraordinary commis- 
sion from God upon earth sufficient to satisfy the 
Jews that He is justified in claiming also to possess 
authority to forgive sins. The passage, it is true, 
is one in which an Aram, original 'that a man 
hath authority on earth to forgive sins ' § would 
be quite possible, and yield a suitable sense, — the 
word, though in form general, being meant to be 
limited to Jesus Himself ; but, if ' the Son of man ' 
be admitted as a title of Jesus elsewhere, there is, 
of course, no necessity for having recourse to the 
supposition here. 

c. Mt 12*=Mk2 J8 =Lk6». Here in Mk we read : 
' (v.* 7 ) And he said unto them, The sabbath is 

* For (} 11) it is only here (and not in Daniel) that the ' son of 
man ' appears as judge. 
t P. 96 f. (cf . above, g 8. 4). 

X P. 90 (but allowing that, in its present connexion, only Jesui 
can be meant : so Well. p. 200). " 
| Meyer, p. 94 (cf. | & 4) ; Lietzm. p. 89 ; Weill), p. 203. 
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made for man, and not man for the sabbath : 
(v. 88 ) so t/tat the son of man is lord even of the 
sabbath,' — the statement that the son of man is 
lord of the sabbath being based ujK>n the premises 
contained in v.". But in the premise, 1 the sabbath 
is made for man,' 1 man ' is evidently meant gener- 
ally, so that the only logical conclusion from it is, 
not that a particular man, but that man gener- 
ally,— or, at least (since, from the nature of the 
pass, the worldly, unspiritual man wonld not be 
thought of), the religious man, who weighed 
reasons, and could judge how to use rightly what 
was instituted for the benefit of man, — is 'lord of 
the sabbath ' ; Jesus, by His argument, though 
He would include Himself, would not exclude 
others. And such a conclusion would be in agree- 
ment not only with the general teaching of Christ, 
but with the context, which shows that Jesus is 
defending not His own action, but that of His 
disciples. Hence, as Schmiedel also allows, the 
supposition that ' the son of man ' has arisen out 
of a misinterpretation, or false limitation, of the 
Aram, barndsha,* is here certainly plausible. At 
the same time, it is possible that the argument is, 
* The sabbath*. was made for man ; and therefore 
the Son of man, as holding a unique position 
among men, and knowing what their welfare 
requires, may, for a sufficient reason, dispense 
with the obligation to observe the sabbath' (cf. 
Stanton, 247 f.). It must, however, then bo sup- 
posed that the action of the disciples in plucking 
the ears of corn had been implicitly authorized by 
Jesus. 



between Himself and the Holy Spirit), has, upon 
intrinsic grounds, a far higher claim to originality 
than the remark of the narrator in Mk 3* (which 
makes blasphemy against Jesus tantamount to 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit) ; while the 
declaration that blasphemy against Himself was 
pardonable is one which no evangelist would have 
ventured to place in Jesus' mouth, had He not 
really uttered it. Mt 12 31 is not necessarily a 
parallel recension of 12 31 , or superfluous beside it; 
it would be perfectly in place if it stated with 
explicit reference to the 'Son of man' what is 
indeed implicit in v. 81 , but is not there expressed 
explicitly. Mark ' may have had before him, not 
indeed our Matthew, but Mt 12 3 "- in a similar 
form, and have re-cast v. 31 , on account of its seem- 
ing inconsistency with reverence for Jesus, in a 
form influenced by the phraseology of v.* 1 .' But 
the correctness ot the comment in Mk 3 30 must, 
upon this view, be given up ; and indeed (Schmiedel) 
it is not certain that Mk 3*«- ( = Mt 12 s " ) is his- 
torirally connected with the preceding narrative ; 
the parallel in Lk (12 10 ) stands in a very differ- 
ent connexion. The impossibility of questioning 
the originality of Mt 12 83 = Lk 12 10 thus consti- 
tutes to Schmiedel a conclusive argument against 
explaining the variations between the Synoptists 
here by means of the Aramaic. 

23. In the Fourth Gospel the title is still found 
only in our Lord's mouth ; but it is lifted into a 
higher plane, and, in agreement with St. John's 
predominant point of view, is used commonly in 
more distinct connexion with His Divine nature. 



Mk 3»». Mt 12»J. 


Mt 12=2. 


Lk 1210. 


» All sins and 
blasphemies 
shall to the »onn of men 

be forgiven, 
wherewithsoever they 
blaspheme : 
» But whoso blasphemeth 
against the Holy Spirit 
hath not forgiveness 
for ever (tic *••» ■<»«), 
but is guilty of 
an eternal sin. 
*> Because they said. He 
hath an unclean spirit. 


Every sin and 

blasphemy 
shall unto men 
be forgiven ; 

but the blasphemy 
of the Spirit 
•hall not be forgiven. 


And whoso speaketh 
a word 
against the ton of man, 
it shall be forgiven him ; 

but whoso speaketh 
against the U oly Spirit, 
it shall not be forgiven him, 
neither in this age («•'*>) 
nor in that which is to 
come. 


And every one who shall speak 
a word 
against the eon of man, 
it shall be forgiven him ; 

but unto him that blasphemeth 
against the Holy Spirit 
it shall not be forgiven. 



Here Mt 12 31 - * a certainly wear the appearance of 
being duplicate versions of one and the same say- 
ing, v." agreeing with Mk 3^, and v. M with Lk 
12 lu ; and the contrast expressed in Mk 3 s8 '- Mt 
12 31 between ' men ' in general and the Holy Spirit 
becoming in Mt 12 32 Lk 12 10 one between the 'Son 
of man ' and the Holy Spirit. It is not difficult to 
understand how these duplicates might have arisen 
out of different recensions of the original saying, 
of which one read *t>i '» ('men'), and the other 
vi 13 ('a man,' — intended in a general sense).J 
According to Wellh. the version in Mk 3 ffl Mt 12* 1 
is the original, the contrast (as Mk 3 30 shows) 
being between blasphemy against men and blas- 
phemy against the Holy Spirit [cf. 1 S 2 M RV] ; 
Jesus, therefore, if this view be correct, never 
declared blasphemy against Himself to be pardon- 
able. Schmiedel, in his acute discussion of these 
passages, replies that although no doubt Mark, as 
a rule, has the greater originality than Matthew, 
that is not the case universally [cf. vol. ii. p. 241*1 ; 
and in the present instance the words of Jesus in 
Matthew 12 3J =Lk 12"* (in which He distinguishes 

• Meyer, p. 93 ; Lietem. p. 89 f. ; Wellh. p. 202 : cf. HolUm. 
p. 258. 

t The tabular arrangement is Schmiedel's (p. 80S). 
J LieLlm. p. 87-89; Wellh. p. 203 f. 



It is thus applied to Him not only with reference 
to events in His life on earth as a man, but also 
with reference to His pre-existence with God.* 
The uniqueness of the ' Son of man ' consists in 
His having ' come down from heaven ' (3"), whither 
also He will return again {&**), and in virtue of 
which those who ' work ' that they mav appro- 

Sriate Him, and who further eat His flesh and 
rink His blood, have eternal life {&"- a , cf. 
vv eo. »i. 88j While on earth, He remains in con- 
stant spiritual intercourse with His Father in 
Heaven, as those whose eyes are opened may 
see by His life and works (1"). He will be * lifted 
up' on the cross in order that those who believe 
in Him may have eternal life (3 ,st ), and that 
men may perceive who He is (8"*) ; and His ap- 
proaching death is the hour of His glorification 
| [12* 13 S1 ). The multitude understood Him to claim 
to be the Messiah ; and ask (12 s4 ) to have it ex- 
plained to them how-, if the Son of man is thus 
to be 'lifted up,' He can lie the Messiah who is 
to 'abide for ever' (as head, viz., of an earthly 
kingdom). In 9 s5 , according to the reading of 
tfBl), the unique position occupied by the 'Son 
of man ' is attested by the importance attached to 

* In connexion with our Lord's future Advent, it is not used 
at all in St. John. 
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belief in Hira. # Cf., further, Holtzra. ii. 426-30; 
Weiss, § 144c. 

24. Literature. — Holtrmann, NT ThtoL (1897), i. 24«-«4, Is 
indispensable for all further study of the subject : it is, un- 
fortunately, not very clearly written, the writer's literary 
method leaving it sometimes uncertain how far he identifies 
himself with the alternative views stated :— Reuss, TMoL Chrtt. 
18B0, tr. L 197-200 (as realizing the moral ideal of humanity), ii. 
410, 412 : Weiss, 1884 (above, « 17) ; Baldensperger, »1888, ■0892 
(above, 5 20. 12); Holsten, 1891 (} 20. 11); Sunday, Expo*. Jan. 
1891, 18-32 (crit. of Carpenter, § 20. 10) ; Bartlet, 1892 (} 20. 13) ; 
Charles, B-ok (if Enoch, 1893, 312-17 ; Oort, 1893(1 8 end) ; Wellh. 
Itr. u. Jiid. Geseh. 11894, 312, 21895, 846, »1897,381 ; Eerdmans, 
1894-6 (| a 2); N. Schmidt, J EL 1808. 86-63, 'Was W) "13 a 
Mess. Title?' [Answer, No, on grounds of Aram, usage); A. 
Mever, 18«0 (§ 8. 4); Lietzmann, 1890 (J 8. 6) [pp. 1-29. survey 
and criticism of previous views); Hilgenfeld, 1897 (8 10 n.); 
Nestle, Expot. limes, Feb. 1900, p. 238 (on Ps 80i«- 18 IJCX 
(where, however, «» w. nZ i. does not occur)) ; Schmiedol, Prot. 
Monatahefle, 1898," H. 7,252-67, H. 8,291-308 (crit. of Meyer, 
Lietzm., and Wellh. Oesch.); Lietzniann, Theol. Arbeiten aus 
demRhein. Wits. Pred.-Verein, 1898. II. 2, l-14(reply toHilgen- 
feld and Schmiedol) ; Dalman, 1898 (} 20. 14) ; Wellh. Skizzen «. 
Vorarbeiten, 1899, 187-216, and v, vi ; Klopper, Z. Wiss. Th. 
1899, 161 S6 ; Gunkel, 1899 (8 20. 16) ; Hommel, Expot. Times, 
May 1900, 841-5 (develops Gunkel's view, and traces title back 
to the Bab. Adapa); Baldensperger, Theol. Rundschau, June 
1900, 201-10, July 1900, 243 55 (survey of recent discussion); 
J. Drummond, Journ. of Theol. Stttdws, Apr. and July 1901, 
for the loan of which in MS the writer of the preceding article 
is greatly indebted to the author ; Fiebig, Der Menschensohn, 
19 1 [appeared since this art. was in type. Impartial and inde- 
pendent : rerv clear and thorough, esp. on the Aramaic side ; 
thinks the title was a current Mess, one, meaning ' the man,' 
based on Dn 7 18 , but enlarged and enriched by Jesus and adopted 
by Him because (cf. § 19) it did not necessarily point to Him- 
self, and also was not specifically national). 

S. R. Driver. 
SONG OP SONGS (oTy* T*>; B q.<rna, RC fafta 
Qtrfi&Twr, A ffffiara ^aftdTUf ; Vulg. Canlicum Canti- 
eorum, whence the common name Canticles; AV 
Song of Solomon). — 
L Name and place in the Canon. 

ii. Methods of Interpretation. An allegorical sense maintained 

both in Jewish and Christian Church : Targum, 8t. Ber- 
nard, Luther ; Seb. Costcllio (opposed traditional view) ; 
Grotius. R. 8imon, Clericus, Whiston, J. D. Michaelis (all 
opposed at least to the exclusively allegorical sense); 
Herder (regarded the book as a collection of separate love- 
songs); allegorical interpretations of Keil, Roscnmuller, 
Hcngstenberg, Hahn, Goltz, Hug, G. P. O. Kaiser ; views 
of Jacobi, Dclitzsch, von Orelli, Ewald ; two distinct types 
of the dramatical theory, represented by DeliUscb and 
Ewald respectively ; a new era in interpretation of the 
Song inaugurated by J. O. Wetzstein, whose views have 
been most fully carried out by Budde ; Budde's view 
stated and criticised ; the present writer's own view. 

iii. Authorship, Place of composition, and Date. 

Literature. 

i. Name of the Book and its place in the 
Canon. — 1 Song of Songs,' w hicli is the exuet render- 
ing of the Hebrew title of this little book, does not 
mean ' a song of the songs (sr. of Solomon),' as Ibn 
Ezra and Kimchi supposed, but, by a not uncom- 
mon periphrasis for the superlative, is equivalent 
to * the hnest song,' that which is superior to all 
other songs, that which unites in itself the excel- 
lences of everything that is called song. The title, 
which, as we shall find, did not originally stand at 
the head of the book but was introduced after- 
wards, thus contains a significant expression of 
opinion regarding the composition. It is explicable 
only on the ground of the view which a later age 
thought it necessary to hold as to the real sense of a 
work which had now gained a place in the Canon of 
the OT. Nay, it is only the prevalence of the same 
view that will explain how the Song ever found 
entrance at all into the circle of Sacred Writings. 

This pregnant title corresponds with the high estimate of the 
book expressed by R. Akiba (cf. .'adaim, iii. 5), about the end 
of the 1st cent. a.d. : 'God fort. ! No one in Israel has ever 
doubted that the Song of Sonus defies the hands [i.e. that it is 
a holy canonical book t), for the whole world is not worth the 

• In Jn 6*7 the expression is different, ' because he is a son of 
man ' («'* i»fif.X i.e. (see Westcott, or Meyer, ad toe. ; and Holtz- 
mann, ii. 427 f.) because of His true humanity, adapting Him 
specially to be a judge of men. Cf. the human sympathy of 
the Judge in Mt 25M-40. 

t On 'defile the hands' see Delitzsch in Zeitsch.f. huh. Th. u. 
K. xv. (1804) 280 ff., and W. R. Smith, OTJC* 180, note 1. 



day on which the Song was given to Israel. For all the Writings 
the Hagiographal are holy, but the Song of Songs is a holy 
of the holies.' Henceforward this idea of the incomparable value 
of the book continued to be the only prevailing one amongst the 
Jews, and thus passed over also into the Christian Church. 

ii. Methods of Interpretation.— The above 
Talmudic citation shows, however, that this high 
estimate of the Song of Songs did not succeed in 
establishing itself without opposition. The ques- 
tion whether they 'defile the hands' received a 
vacillating answer especially in regard to the Song 
and Ecclesiastes. And it is easy to account for 
this. The plain language of the book, soberly 
interpreted, does not suggest that we have to do 
with a work of high religious value or with a sacred 
poem. It was necessary to wrest the language 
and to assume that a deeper sense underlay tiie 
literal meaning, before one could justify the pres- 
ence of such a book and gain an abiding place for 
it amongst the Sacred Writings.' What we hear 
of is earthly love, that of betrothed or married 
persons, and nowhere does the natural eye detect 
a single indication that would call it away from 
this and compel it to see in the figures presented 
to it images of a higher love. But at the time the 
step was taken of admitting the Song into the 
Canon, there can be no doubt that amongst those 
scribeB whose influence was greatest in the collect- 
ing of the Sacred Writings, it had long been the 
custom to find in this exquisite work an allegory, 
and in the bond of love there presented to see the 
bond of love between J" and Israel. Sufficient in- 
ducement to such an interpretation was supplied 
by Scripture itself, for at least since the time of 
the prophet Hosea the representation of the cove- 
nant between J" and His people under the figure of 
the relation between husband and wife had become 
frequent and popular. When in consequence of 
the allegorical interpretation the book had been 
received into the Canon, objections to its being 
allowed to remain there could, of course, arise 
only from the strong impression which its lan- 
guage makes upon the reader, and the removal of 
such objections was facilitated in proportion as 
the allegorical interpretation obtained acceptance. 
The latter interpretation was bound to triumph in 
the end, for the more the true conception or the 
origin and character of Scripture was lost and a 
false notion of its inspiration came in, the more 
did the need make itself felt that all writings 
received into the Canon, the Song included, should 
be viewed and interpreted in such a way as to 
entitle them to rank as holy writings inspired by 
God's Spirit. 

One result of the triumph of the allegorical 
interpretation, and of the extravagant estimate 
of the book (so well illustrated by the above words 
of li. Akiba), was the introduction of the liturgical 
use of the Song into the Jewish Church. Canticles, 
along with Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes, and 
Esther, made up the five Megilloth ('rolls') which 
were road to the congregation at certain festivals. 
The liturgical use of Canticles deserves all the 
more careful consideration, because it helps us to 
decide what view of its contents was entertained 
by the Jewish congregation in the earliest times. 
For undoubtedly the contents of each book were 
intended to be brought into close connexion with 
the festival at which it was read. Now, Canticles 
was appointed to be read on the 8th day of the 
Feast of the Passover.t But this feast com- 

* See Aboth of R. Nathan, c i. : 'At first they said that 
Proverbs, Canticles, and Ecclesiastes were apocryphal. They 
said they were parabolic writings and not of the llagiographa 
. . . till the men of the Great Synagogue came and explained 
them' (cf. W. R. Smith, OTJC* 181, note 1). 

t Ruth is read on the 2nd day of the Feast of Weeks or 
Pentecost, Lamentations on the 9th Ab (i.«. the anniversary of 
the burning of the temple by the Chaldaeans), Ecclesiastes on 
the 3rd day of the Feast of Tabernacles, and Esther on the 13th 
A dar (the opening day of the Feast of Purim). 
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memorated the time when J" delivered His people 
from the oppression of a strange lord in order to 
unite them to Himself at Sinai by an everlasting 
covenant. J" then is the beloved, and the people 
of God or the congregation of Israel are His loved 
one. 

According to the paraphrase of the Targum, the poem por- 
trays the history ot Israel from the Exodus to its redemption 
and glorification in Messianic times, when the full and final 
union of J" with His people shall be realized. This is certainly 
a profound interpretation, and one, too, which could find its 
roott in the Prophetic literature (cf. Hob 1-3, Jer 2i»- 
Ezk 10, Is 50 1 54»<f- etc). But this explanation puts difficulties 
in the way of the plain natural understanding as soon as it is 
sought to apply it to individual features of the poetical repre- 
sentation. These everywhere indicate too strongly that what 
we have to do with is really earthly love and a product of 
erotic poetry.* The consciousness of this had certainly not 
been lost even by the Jews. It was felt that one required ripe- 
ness of religious and moral insight and strength in order to 
understand the Song not in a false and morally pernicious 
fashion, but according to its hidden deeper meaning. Thus we 
must explain the Jewish regulation, reported to us by Origen 
and Jerome, that no one was to read the book till he was 30 
years of age (the age, according to N u 4 3 , at which the Levite is 
ready to enter upon his sacred duties). 

The allegorical interpretation, which had been 
adopted by the Jews, gained acceptance also in the 
Christian Church, chiefly through Origen's exposi- 
tion of the Song, and all through the Middle Ages 
this continued to be the prevailing interpretation. 
Nay, until quite recently it has maintained its 
supremacy in the Roman Catholic Church, and has 
found defenders even in the Churches of the Refor- 
mation. The allegorical interpretation, indeed, 
speedily assumed here a mystical character. It 
was supposed that one could discover in the poem 
a (prophetical) description beforehand of the loving 
relation between Christ and His people or between 
Him and the individual believing soul, and of the 
yearning desire of the latter for loving union with 
the Lord. The most notable witness to this alle- 
gorico-mystical view is to be found in the 86 sermons 
of St. Bernard, which, however, do not extend be- 
yond Ca 3 1 . Of course there are particular features 
in the poem which give abundant scope for mystical 
fancies. It was only with the Reformation that 
an era dawned which created the conditions neces- 
sary for a more correct understanding of the Song. 
It should not, indeed, be forgotten that Theodore 
of Mopsuestia, who belonged to the exegetic school 
of Antioch, had long before sought to do justice to 
the literal sense of the Song, by teaching that it 
treats simply of earthly love. But he stood alone 
with his interpretation over against the prevailing 
allegorical view, and was anathematized for holding 
it at the fifth (Ecumenical Council at Constantinople 
(A.D. 553). Even in the Churches of the Reforma- 
tion a more natural understanding of the Song 
made its way at first very slowly. In general the 
allegorical interpretation, borrowed from the Jews, 
and subjected to Christian modifications, continued 
to reign : especially within the Reformed Church 
Mas there a tendency to adhere closely to the ex- 
planation of the synagogue, and to see in the Song 
a prophetical pre-aescription of the development of 
the history of the Church, t 

A unique view, which deservedly gained no adherents, was 
put forward by Luther : ' Solomon intends by these discourses 
of the lover and his beloved to show that, where obedience and 
good government are, God dwells and kisses and embraces His 
bride by His word ; in short, he means to sing the praises of 
obedience as a gift of God.' J— It was still a dangerous thing, 

* According to another interpretation, Canticles portrays 
Solomon's love to Wisdom. (The last representative of this 
view is Rosenmuller, in his Scholia in Vet. Teit. ; the Peshitta 
substitutes npffj for Vp in the title of the book). Are we to 
infer from Wis 8* that the author of the Witdom of Solomon 
already held the same view? 

t As a notahle representative of this view we may specify 
Cooceiiis (11660), whose federal theology this view of the Song 
suited admirably. 

t Cf. Kostlin, M. Luther, win Leben u. teine SchrifUn*, i. p. 

mat 



even in the century of the Reformation, to depart from the 
traditional allegorical interpretation. 8eb. Castcllio of Geneva 
learned this to his cost when, on account of having seen in the 
Song a ' geistlich Buhllied,' and having pronounced it unworthy 
to stand in the Canon, he was accused (not, it is true, simply 
for holding this opinion) by Calvin and banished from Geneva 
(1544).— A more decided movement in favour of an interpreta- 
tion corresponding to the original sense of the poem, was 
inaugurated by Hugo Orotius ft 1045). Even he, to be sure, 
does not yet break absolutely with the traditional view, for he 
does not simply relect an allegorical exegesis, but, primarily and 
according to the literal sense, the Song is for him concerned 
only with earthly love, in fact the love of Solomon for the 
Egyptlon princess, his wife. •—The number of those who under- 
stood the subject to be earthly love and rejected the allegorical 
Interpretation continued to grow ; in particular the pioneers of 
the critical study of the OT, men like R. Simon, Clericas, 
Whiston (Cambridge), belonged to this category. The first to 
oppose the allegorical interpretation by weighty argument* 
was J. D. Michaelis (in his edition of R. Lowih's De sacra poeri 
Hcbrceorum preelections, Gottingen, 1758-61, Notes, p. fJOSff., 
he even excluded the Song from his translation of the Bible). 
But to J. G. Herder belongs the credit of having heliied to its 
triumphant recognition the only true view of the fundamental 
character of Canticles as a product of genuine and pure erotic 
poetry. In his work, entitled Lieder drr Liebe, die iniettrn und 
Bchoiuten aut dem Morgenlande ; nebtt 44 alien ilinneliedem 
(1778), he contends that the book is a collection of separate love- 
songs of an impassioned and morally pure character, and this 
view of hia has continued to gain adherent* (Kcuss, Budde, 
et at.; see, further, below) down to the most recent times. 

But the allegorical interpretation also found champions not 
only among Roman Catholic, but also among Protestant 
theologians. In itself this is not at all surprising, for any one 
who took his stand upon the ground of the old orthodox 
doctrine of inspiration would feel compelled to do justice to 
the simple fact that the Song is included in the Canon. He 
would have to bring it into relation with the system of revealed 
truth, and discover revelation, that is, prophecy, in iti content* 
as well ; for in no other way could he explain its reception into 
the Canon. Accordingly, we find, on the one hand, a movement 
in the direction of the old Jewish interpretation. So, in par- 
ticular, Keil (Einleilxing, 1853, p. 373) holds that in Canticles 
' in dramatico-lyric responsive songs, and under the allegory of 
the betrothed love of Solomon and the Shulammite,' we have 
portrayed 'the loving intercourse between the Lord and His 
people in their ideal character resulting from Israel's choice to 
this privilege, according to which all disturbing of this inter- 
course by unfaithfulness on the part of Israel only leads to on 
establishing more firmly ot the covenant of love, through return 
to the true covenant God and His unchangeable love.' But, a* 
he himself expressly notes, Keil does not mean by this that we 
can discover in the Song a literal reflexion of the actual ' history 
of the covenant relation 'or 'an allegorical veiling of the 
principal feature* of the theocratic history.' On the contrary, 
it is the loving intercourse of the Lord 'according to it* Divine 
idea ' that is portrayed. In this way Keil obtains for the 8ong 
a Messianic character in so far as it describes a relation ' which 
was first realized through Christ.' Accordingly, he insists also 
upon the Inspired character of the book, which is ' no product 
of the soil of the natural development of the theocratic God- 
consciousness, but, like the prophetical Psalms, one due to the 
supernatural working of the Holy Spirit in the mind of Solomon, 
and so constructed that the mutual love of king Solomon and 
the ideal Shulammite undergoes transfiguration and become* 
an allegory of the marriage of the Heavenly Bridegroom with 
His elect bride on earth. Of course Keil considers that this 
allegorico- prophetical view is amply supported by the above- 
mentioned Biblical description of the covenant relation be- 
tween Jahweh and Israel under the figure of a marriage union. 
— The same principle of interpretation lay at the root of Rosen- 
muiler* original view (cf. Keil and Tschirner*s AnaUktm, i. 
[1813] p. 138ff. ; for his later view see preceding col., note*), 
as well as at that of Hengsteiiberg (Da* Uohe Lied, 1853) and 
others.! — Another set of interpreters refer the contents of the 
Song (in a Messianic sense) to the mission of the kingdom of 
Israel to heathendom (H. A. Hahn, 1852), or of Christ to the 
presently divided Church, which is to be brought back to the 
perfection which belonged to it in the apostolic age (O. P. 
dolts, 1850). 

The attempts to convert the Song into a political allegory 
may be pronounced completely mistaken. For instance, it has 
been supposed by J. L. Hug (1813) to be a fancy poem in 
which the longing of the ten tribes for a reunion with king 
Hezekiah is set forth under the figure of the love relations of 
the Shulammite with Solomon. According to d. P. C. Kaiser 
(1X25) the Song of Songs is ' a collective songf addressed to 
Zerubbabel, Ezra, and Nehemioh, as the restorers ot a Jewish 
constitution in the province of Judah.' 



* The form in which drotius states the traditional view is 
worthy of note : ' Creditur autem Salomon, quo magi* peren- 
naret hoc scriptum, ea arte id composuisse, ut sine raulta 
distortione allegorim in eo inveniri possent, qu» Dei amorem 
adversus populum Israelit. exprimerent. Hie amor typut cum 
fuerit anions Christi erga ecciesiom. Christian! ingenia sua ad 
applicanda ad earn rem buius carminis verba exercuerunt, 
laudabili studio.' 

t E. Rupprecht (Einleit. in d. AT, 1888, p. 363 B.) still walks 
quite in the footsteps of Hengstenberg. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SONG OF SONGS 



SONG OF SONGS 



591 



The allegorical interpretation has all alone 
started with presupposing the internal unity of 
the poem, and has uniformly seen in Solomon its 
author and its hero. On this view of the Song, 
moreover, the dramatical element in its construc- 
tion, which makes itself felt not indistinctly, is 
preserved, even if it is not always recognized. 
Over against not only the allegorical explanation 
hut also that view of the Song which breaks it 
up into separate songs or fragments of songs in 
the fashion 60 brilliantly inaugurated by Herder, 
another manner of interpretation began to gain 
always wider currency and acceptance. This 
agreed with the second of the views just named, 
in holding that it is earthly love that is the 
subject of the Song, and with the first in main- 
taining the literary unity of the poem. It ceased 
to search in Canticles for deep secrets of revela- 
tion, prophetico-symbolical glances into the de- 
velopment of the kingdom of God, and preferred 
to take its contents realistically, as the reflexion 
of a historical occurrence. What the poem lost 
in this way of the value which the allegorical 
interpretation had sought to impose upon it, was 
richly compensated by the ethical significance 
which it gained upon the new theory. The man 
who led the way in this mode of interpretation 
was J. C. Jacobi (in his anonymous work, Das 
durch einc leichte Erkldrttng von seinen Vorwiirfen 
gzrzttete Hohelied, 1771). He saw in the Song a 
panegyric on conjugal fidelity, for he considers 
that its subject is the steadfastness with which 
a wife who had been carried off from her husband 
maintained her fidelity to the latter, in face of 
the seductive attempts of Solomon. Afterwards 
the adherents of this system of interpretation 
deviated from Jacobi in one point. They saw in 
the heroine of the poem, not a married woman, 
but a virgin, who, in spite of all the insidious 
arts of Solomon, remained true to her lover or 
betrothed, and who finally received the reward of 
her faithfulness in her union with her beloved. 

Those who, in spite of differences in detail, 
which it is impossible to describe more fully here, 
held the same general view (just described) of the 
Song, were not all agreed also in regarding it as 
a dramatic poem. Some took it to be an epic 
poeni ; others, in view of its strongly pronounced 
lyric character, would have it that it is a collection 
of ballads, or even an operetta, with choruses, 
duets, and solos. But the majority of the ad- 
herents of the above theory, especially amongst 
the most distinguished exegetcs, took the view 
that the Song is a drama, or it might be a melo- 
drama. We may specify such names a9 Ewald 
(1826, 1867), Umbreit (1828, 1839), Hitzig (1855), 
Kenan (I860), even Delitzsch (see, further, below), 
Stickel (1888), Oettli (1889), Driver (1891, etc.), 
Bruston (1891). Amongst many others the present 
writer has given in his adhesion to this opinion 
(1893). But as to the internal structure of the 
jK>eni there is by no means complete agreement, 
although the differences that exist are no evidence, 
as has been supposed, that there is nothing in the 
dramatic theory. The absence of scenic indica- 
tions in the text, and the necessity of inferring 
simply from the contents, or the form of expres- 
sion, who is the speaker in particular sentences 
or sections, are quite sufficient to account for the 
surprising differences in the dramatic arrangement 
of the S<pig proposed by different exegetes. These 
differences are, of course, due also in large measure 
to the very great difficulties that beset the ex- 
position of the Song of Songs. 

The main difference amongst tho adherents of 
the dramatical theory is the following. Starting 
with the primary assumption that Canticles is a 
dramatic poem, exegetes, in answering the ques- 



tion as to the principal dramatis persona;, part 
company in two quite different directions. De- 
litzsch (1851, 1875), and, in essential agreement 
with him, Znckler (in Lange's Bibeltcerk, 1868), 
and von Orelli (in PRE* vi. p. 245 ff., art. * Hohes 
Lied Salomos,' 1880), hold, in harmony with the 
traditional view, that, apart from certain sub- 
ordinate figures, there are only two principal 
persons to be recognized, namely, Solomon and 
the Shulammite, and that, where a shepherd is 
spoken of, Solomon is here also to be understood. 

The poem is supposed to describe the bond of love between the 
two, from the first moment of mutual burning passion (I s - 27), 
and mutual seeking: and finding (2S-3 6 ), down to the realization 
of the desire for love in the marriage union (3H-6 1 ) ; and then, 
after a passing estrangement, the mutual return (Cfl-ifi), the 
praise of the charms and beauty of the bride now raised to be 
queen (610-8*), and the confirming of the love covenant in the 
home of the Shulammite (8>-i*). Delitzsch, however, finds in 
the whole poem a deeper idea expressed. He says (Comm.* 
p. 5): 'the Shulammite is a historical person ... a country 
maiden of lowly rank, who by her physical beauty and purity 
of soul awakened in Solomon a love which elevated him above 
the wantonness of polygamy, and gave him a personal experi- 
ence of the Paradise idea of marriage as this is expressed in 
Gn 223f- with reference to the first created woman. It is this 
personal experience that he celebrates, at the same time ideal- 
izing it in the manner of poets by stripping off the husk of all 
that is accidental, and presenting the kernel and essence. . . . 
The Song is a protest against polygamy, although only to the 
extent that one could expect from tno Mosaic standpoint.' He 
finds in the Song a reflexion of the purri.pMt of Eph 5 s2 . 
But he claims for it, not only a historical and ethical but also 
a typico-mystical significance. Solomon is to him a type of 
Christ, and accordingly he sees in the love relations between 
Solomon and the Shulammite "the mysteries of the love of 
Christ and His people shadowed forth' (p. 6), remarking at 
the same time that the typical exegesis must bear ia mind 
that type and antitype do not exactly coincide, and the 
myrtical that 'the heavenly stamps itself, indeed, upon the 
earthly, and yet is poles asunder from it.' — Von Orelh differs 
from Delitzsch only in so far as he holds the subject of the 
Song to be ' not marriage as a permanent bond ana condition, 
but betrothed love which finds simply its climax and goal in 
the marriage union' (I.e. p. 252). Accordingly in '3fi-!>\ upon 
his view, there cannot be already an allusion to the marriage 
union, as Delitzsch holds. In his typical view of the Song, 
Orelli is otherwise essentially at one with Delitzsch (i.e. p. 249). 

Apart from the fact that such exegesis as the above is 
dominated by considerations supposed to be involved in the 
history of revelation, there are serious objections to the view 
that there are only two principal persons in the Song, and to 
the identifying of the shepherd with the king. Above all, it 
is hard to comprehend how the Shulammite, even after her 
marriage has taken place, should continue to treat and to 
address the king as shepherd, and should even inquire (17) 
where he pastures his flocks. To discover ' an essential feature 
of the spiritual beauty' of the Song in the circumstance 'that 
the ideal virgin loves him, not as king, but loves in him the 
shepherd, and longs to share with him the innocent simplicity 
of her former manner of life, a desire to which he joyfully 
yields,' is possible, indeed, but in the highest degree unnatural, 
and may be regarded rather as an outcome of a mystical 
deepening of the sense of the Song than as the result of a 
sober interpretation of the actual words of the text. 

Far more support has been accorded, and rightly 
so, we consider, to the view represented above ail 
by Ewald. According to it, besides Solomon, the 
king who is courting the love of the Shulammite, 
we must distinguish a shepherd who was the 
real object of her passion, and the beloved of 
her heart. 

The fascinatingly beautiful Shulammite is supposed to have 
been met by the king on the occasion of a tour of his in the 
north of his kingdom (0 llr -), and placed in his harem. The 
king seeks by enticing flattering speeches to win her love, but 
from the very first meeting (ch. 1) she gives him to unJerstand 
to whom her heart belongs. While the king then presses her 
with ever renewed words of love and admiration, tnc emotion 
of love thus stirred within her pours itself forth in words 
addressed to her lover far away. Nay, in the intensity of her 
feelings, she imagines she sees him come from alar to her 

firison, she hears his words meant for her (2* ff - 4" B '- S 2 "-), and 
n a dream seeks for him by night in the streets (3 lff - 6**). 
Even the prospect of becoming the favourite wife of the 
splendid monarch cannot shake her fidelity to her absent 
lover, and even when the king imagines he has gained his 
point she remains firm, and refuses to entertain the idea of 
allowing any one to enjoy her love but the object of her heart's 
affections (;{*-!>*). A last attempt of Solomon to win her heart 
fails (<-hs. 6. 7). Finally, the king magnanimously gives her 
back her liberty, and in her home in union with her beloved 
shepherd she finds the consummation of her happiness. On 
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this view, the Song reaches its ideal goal in the impassioned 
eulogium on true, pure love in Sfif-.* 

It is quite true that, even upon this inter- 
pretation, which at all events does fuller justice 
to the text than the traditional view adopted 
anew by Delitzsch, there are still difficulties 
enough in points of detail. But it is question- 
al"^ whether these difficulties are sufficiently great 
to make fchis explanation inadequate alike from 
the formal and the material point of view, and 
thus to demand its rejection. The present writer 
does not think so. 

The principal difficulty is in the so-called Third Act(S*-5l). 
The question is whether the conclusion (61) is intended to 
mark the longed-for marriage union as actually consummated. 
Hitzig held that this question must be answered in the affirma- 
tive, and supposed the marriage in view to have been one that 
Solomon contracted with a woman of Jerusalem, but not with 
the Shulammite. Bruston is also of opinion that in this Third 
Act we have to do with the marriage of the Ving to another — 
in fact, as he thinks may be gathered from 4*, with a Tyrian 
princess. This actually accomplished marriage with another 
woman would thus place on a still higher level the invincible 
fidelity of the Shulammite. But there is really no necessity 
to take the Shulammite's words in 4*6b as formally different 
from her words in ch. 1. She is thinking in both passages, 
not of the king, but of her true lover, and it occasions no 
difficulty, but only marks the climax of the conflict that the 
king believes, of course, that the object of his desires is now 
about to yield to him, whereas, as the very next scene shows, 
such an idea has never entered her mind. Ewald himself held 
that from 4* onwards we have again words of her lover, which 
the Shulammite imagined she heard, as in 28*. ; he even sup- 
posed that two lines have dropped out before v.', their con- 
tents being, 'Behold, my beloved, behold, there comes he I 
Hark how he speaks to me his words . . . ,' or the like. But 
it is unnecessary and hardly justifiable to suppose that a 
differgnt subject speaks in 4" ff - from the speaker in v.ur,t — 
Stickel, too, denies that 4 (Mr - arc words of Solomon, but he 
thinks to escape all difficulties by the strange assumption that 
in V- » l ls -2* 4"-6i there are three scenes that are to be 
separated from the rest of the poem. In these he supposes 
a second pair of lovers, a shepherd and a shepherdess, to be 
introduced, who actually arrive at a marriage union, this inter- 
lude having the effect of setting Solomon's wooing of the 
Shulammite in a peculiar light.J Otherwise, the relation of 
Solomon to the Shulammite and her relation to him remain 
the same as on Ewald 's theory. But this view of Stickel's, 
which destroys the unity of the poem, presupposes far too 
great skill in producing stage effects (' Buhiu-ngeschicklichkeit ') 
on the part of the author to be well founded. 

_ A very important turn of opinion as to the 
literary character of the Song of Songs has been 
brought about in the most recent times. J. G. 
Wetzstein, who was for long Prussian consul at 
Damascus, and who has rendered much service in 
the way of increasing our knowledge of Oriental 
life and contributing to the understanding of the 
OT, availed himself of his opportunities of making 
acquaintance with the marriage customs in modern 
Syria. In this way he met with some things which 
are certainly calculated to throw light on certain 

g)rtions of the Song of Songs. He published in 
astian's Zcitschriftf. Ethnologie (1873, p. 270 ff.), 
an article, entitled ' Die syrische Dreschtafel,' in 
which he describes the manifold uses made of the 
threshing- board, and amongst others its symbolical 
employment in the so-called 'king's week,' i.e. 
during the seven days' marriage festival (p. 287 ff.). 
It was partly from this article that the ' Bemer- 
kungen zum Hohenliede ' in Delitzsch's Commentary 
were taken, but the author contributed further 
important materials to the elucidation of the sub- 
ject To the same category belongs an earlier 
* The reader will And an exact account of the scheme of the 
8ong proposed by Ewald, in Dri ver's LOT* p. 440 ff. 

t It may bo noted that, in the opinion of the present writer, 
4« is not now in its original place. It is not tul v.T that the 
description of the charms of the Shulammite (vv.i-8) closes. 
Perhaps v." should follow v.7, and formed originally the con- 
necting link with v.siT-. 
{ Of. Stickel. Dai HoMied, p. 45: 'Antithesis, that indis- 

Sensablo art of the drama, by presenting so vividly the un- 
isturbed happy shepherd's love in contrast with the sorely 
tried heroine of the Song, awakens warm sympathy with the 
latter, and a feeling of suspense and compassion,' etc Further, 
this interlude is supposed to mark and All up various spaces 
of time in the course of the main transaction. 



article by Wetzstein, entitled ' Sprachliches aus 
den Zeltiagern der syrischen Wiiste,' in ZDMG 
xxii. (1868), p. 69 ff., containing valuable notes on 
a story written down from oral communication. 
The remarkable similarity between certain songs 
sung at modern marriage celebrations and certain 
portions of the Song of Songs, naturally enough 
forced upon him the conclusion that the latter is 
not ' a dramatic unity,' but rather a collection of 
' beautiful nuptial songs ' which were received into 
the Canon ' to furnish good models to the occasional 
poets whose productions may in Hebrew antiquity, 
as at the present day, have transgressed the bounds 
of decency and good taste.' The allegorical or 
mystical interpretation is held to have come in 
afterwards (cf. Delitzsch, Comm. p. 172, note). 
After Stade (Gesch. Isr. ii. [1888] 197) had referred 
approvingly to Wetzstein's 'most helpful contri- 
bution to the understanding of this quite unique 
book,' Budde, in an article on ' The Song of Solo- 
mon' in the New World (Boston, U.S.A. 1894, p. 
56 ff.; cf. Preusa. Jahrbiicher, 1894, p. 92 ff.), went 
in the fullest detail into Wetzstein s communica- 
tions, and sought with their help to win its natural 
sense for the Song of Songs. His arguments 
gained complete assent from Kautzsch (' Abriss 
der Gesch. d. alttest. Schrifttums' in the ' Beilagen' 
to his A T p. 210 f. [in the « Sonderabdruck ' of 1897, 

J>. 134 f.]), and in specially emphatic, confident 
ashion from Cornill (Einleitung 3 , p. 256 : ' In thia 
way the enigma of our book is definitively solved ').f 
Whether this confidence is really justified is open 
to doubt. With reference to Budne's claim {I.e. p. 
9) that he has cut away the roots of the dramatical 
interpretation of the Song by his explanation of 
'Solomon' and 'the Shulammite,' which stand 
simply for bridegroom and bride, husband and 
wife, Bruston (cf. Le X« congris des Orientnlistes 
et I'ancien Testament, Paris, 1895, p. 13 ff.) declares, 
' I fear that this is a huge and extraordinary 
illusion,' a judgment with which the present writer 
agrees. 

Budde attempts first of all to prove that by 
Solomon, or the king, the Song means not the 
real king Solomon, but that we have here only 
a type, a poetical designation of any and every 
bridegroo n. In order to give a worthy title to the 
latter on his wedding day and in his wedding dress, 
the figure of Solomon is supposed to have been 
employed as that of the monarch whose riches and 
splendour had become as proverbial as his wisdom. 
The case is similar with the Shulammite. ' She is, 
indeed, no other than AbLshag the Shunainmite, 
but only as the representative of her qualities' (p. 
8). The maiden from Shunem (the modern Sholam, 
a pronunciation to which the Heb. Shulammith 
also goes back), who was brought to the aged king 
David, and on whose account Adonijah had to (tie 
(1 K 2 13ff *), was admittedly, according to the cor- 
rect sense of 1 K l 3 '-, the fairest virgin to be found 
in the whole land, and continued to enjoy this 
reputation in the memories of the people. Hence, 
argues Budde (p. 9) : ' ... as the bridegroom is 
compared with king Solomon in his glory, or even 
named with his name, and would not exchange his 
fortune with Solomon, so for the beauty of the 
bride no less a woman could be named than the 
fairest of whom the ancients spoke, and one who 
was also a queen [Solomon may have, at least 
according to the legend, introduced her into his 
harem], which certainly was not an unwelcome 
fact. That she should be called the fairest of all 
is the right of every bride on her wedding day, 
however she may be outshone by hundreds at 
other times.' 

The present writer has no difficulty in admitting 

* Cf. his Comm. in Kurzrr Hdcom. 1808, and art. PoirraY. 
t Cf. also Siegfried's Comm. in Nowack s Hdkom 189S. 
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t hat the situation may be understood in the above 
way, that is to say, that it is not necessary to pre- 
suppose absolutely that the Song of Songs is based 
upon an actual historical occurrence ; but he fails 
to see how, on this view, the dramatical theory of 
the poem in its present form is wounded unto 
death. If Budde is right in holding that in later 
times the two outstanding figures in the popular 
recollection were employed as above described in 
the poetry of marriage celebrations, this very cir- 
cumstance might also lead a poet to give a dramatic 
fashioning to Uio material supplied by 1 K 1. 2, and, 
in so doing, to utilize the further development the 
story had undergone in the popular memory. Now, 
Budde himself (p. 8) remarks that the circumstance 
that Solomon had his brother put to death on 
Abishag's account, may have given rise to the 
legend that he himself loved her and made her 
his wife, and that the execution of his brother 
was thus an act Of jealousy. But if we admit 
the possibility of this, there is another possibility 
we should not- leave out of account. In 1 K 2 we 
hear nothing of Abishag having really become the 
wife of Solomon. Why may not this circumstance 
ha ce given rise in poetical legend to the conception 
that the lovely virgin refused to become Solomon's 
wife, nay even to the conception that her refusal 
wis based upon her unconquerable love for a youth 
in her native district ? Moreover, when the notion 
was once seized that she had not chosen to be the 
wife of Solomon, it was no great stretch of poetic 
fancy to assume that her first introduction into the 
apartments of David by his servants was not a 
willing one on her part, and the presupposition 
that from the first she succeeded in defending her 
honour finds its firm basis in the express statement 
of I K and the king knew her not '). 

We see then that the narrative of 1 K 1. 2 
supplies, especially if we take into account the 
influence of inventive popular reminiscence, quite 
sufficient material for developing the story which 
the dramatical theory of the Song of Songs con- 
siders to bo unfolded in it. It required at all 
events no very great gift of poetic construction to 
give a dramatical form to this material bonowed 
from recollections, in which all the points necessary 
for a simple dramatical development were con- 
tained and spontaneously offered themselves to the 
poet's notice. But, we repeat emphatically, this 
does not absolutely exclude the possibility that in 
later times it was customary in a poetical and 
symbolical form of address to call a bridegroom 
and a bride * Solomon ' or ' king,' and * Shulam- 
mite.' * At the same time we think it only right 
and proper to emphasize the other possibility, that 
an unknown man, of a poetical turn and moved 
perhaps also by special circumstances, found in 
this very custom the motive for working up the 
material that lay to his hand. The one supposi- 
tion does not exclude the other. The question 
whether we have really to do with a dramatical 
poem must be settled from the book itself, and 
in any case the matter is not so easily settled as 
Budde and those who agree with him suppose. 

Budde finds ' the solution ol the problem of our b«>k * (p. 10) 
In the customs reported by Wetzstein In connexion with 
weddings amongst the Syrian Bedawin, namely, in the festive 
proceedings of the so-called 'king's week.' The book con- 
tains, according to him, 'songs' sung at the wedding festivities, 
during which bridegroom and bride (or husband and wife) are 
honoured for seven days as king and queen, whose throne is the 
threshing-board, set on tbe threshing-floor of the place and 
decked out with carpets and pillows. A principal element in 
these songs are the rcaitf* or lyrical descriptions of the physical 
charms and wedding attire of the young pair. Especially im- 
pressive, according to Wetzstein's account (cf. Delitzsch, Comm. 



* By the way, Buddc's view is not at all favoured by the 
circumstance that in the Song of Soniff the Shulammite or the 
bride is never called ' queen. The ' daughter of a noble ' (7') 
docs not take the place of this. 
VOL. IV.— 38 



S 171), is the so-called sword dance of the bride on the evening 
.'ore the bridal night. In this dance, which is accompanied 
by the song of a double chorus of men and women in praise of 
her physical beauty, she seeks in the light of the high-leaping 
names of a fire to display to the bridegroom the chainis of hei 

Krson, brandishing all the time a sharp sword in her right 
nd, and holding a handkerchief in her left. The whole per- 
formance hi an imitation of the dance that celebrates a victory. 
Now, as a matter of fact, the irof/ sung during the sword dance 
corresponds in Canticles to 7'« (as far at least as v.Ti The vatf 
referring to the young wife (i.e. the queen) after the consum- 
mation of the marriage on the bridal night, on the first day of 
the ' kings week,' is found, according to Budde, in 4'-<>. It is 
put in the mouth of the young husband, and is partially re- 
peated in 6*-T. There is also a panegyric on the physical charms 
of the huaband or king, the xcaej referring to which Is put in 
the mouth of the wife in 5»*-, v.-*- being supposed to be intended 
siinplv to serve as an introduction to this waitf with a pleasing 
dramatical movement. Next, according to this mode of in- 
terpretation, 3 6 " 11 contains a description of the festive train of 
the gorgeously dressed bridegroom - king, and their joyous 
greeting to him on the morning after the bridal night, when 
the threshing-board has been placed and decked out as the 
throne ; here the name ' Solomon ' is, of course, not meant to 
be taken literally.* The 'sixty mighty men' are the com- 
panions of the bridegroom," who, as Wetzstein with the 
approval of Budde suggests, were perhaps originally charged 
with the duty of protecting the festival against attacks, 
especially during the night (3 s , cf. Delitzsch, Comm. p. 170).t 
The ' daughters of Jerusalem ' are of course, in the same way, 
not ladies of the royal harem, but virgins from tbe same 
neighbourhood as the bridal pair, who take part in a variety 
of ways in the wedding celebration, t The circumstance that 
it is with Jerusalem in particular that they are brought into 
relation, proves, according to Budde, that the home of the 
wedding songs which are brought together in Canticles is to 
be sought in this city or its environs. 

But now, as Budde further supposes, the passages just named 
have not, in their present order, the chronological succession 
demanded by the course of the marriage celebrations. At all 
events, the song that accompanied the sword dance (7>»-) must 
stand before 3&S; the greeting addressed to the approaching 
bridegroom-king. Budde suggests, however, that perhaps Us 
proper place is after 3«-'» vat before 4-6, if, as is possible, the 
subject of 3*- 11 is not the procession to the throne on the day 
after the marriage, but the ceremonial arrival of the bridegroom 
at the marriage itself on the evening of the wedding day. (If 
51 alludes to the coming actual consummation of the marriage 
covenant, the latter supposition appears to the present writer 
to be the only suitable one). From all this it follows, according 
to Budde, * that the songs are brought together irregularly, and 
the last trace of an orderly arrangement thus appears.' It is a 
question, however, whether the premisses upon which this 
conclusion rests are in all respects correct. The present writer 
does not think so. . 

In the remaining portions of Canticles also there is of course, 
in Budde's opinion, no connexion to be discovered, but still 
less any progressive history. These passages, on the contrary, 
may be readily broken up into a number of songs, which, as 
Wetzstein's information showed, may have been used during 
the ' king's week ' in praise of love in general, and of the love 
of the present pair iu particular (Budde, p. 15 f.). 

But, after the Song of Songs has been thus 
resolved into a number of separate songs, the ques- 
tion arises, What judgment is to be passed on the 
book in Us present form ? Was it originally nothing 
more than a collection of wedding songs, or was a 
sjiecies of editing carried out in the arrangement of 
them unth the intention of establishing an internal 
connexion? Budde decides in the main in favour 
of the first of these alternatives, holding that we 
have to do, at least originally, only with a collec- 
tion. Some one who felt an interest in this species 
of lyric poetry is supposed (like Wetzstein in our 
own day) to have written down these songs, and 
then the collection would be passed on to posterity 
in this form, perhaps without indication of their 
origin and without any exact distinction of the 
limits of the different songs. In this way the book 
would be exposed to the greatest danger of falling 
into disorder. Of course this is in itself a possible 
view. But that the question as to the origin of 
the book in its present form is not settled in this 
simple fashion, Budde is well aware. He finds 
here and there short pieces which possess, in his 

• This approach of the bridegroom is recalled, as Budde ex- 
pressly notes, by the figure in I's 196. 

t Samson had thirty such 'companions about him (Jg 14"), 
who were headed bv one who had the special title of the 
' friend ' of the bridegroom (cf. Jg 14'*> and also Jn 3"J>). 

♦ Their greeting addressed to the approaching bridegroom 
: (311) finds a parallel in the parable of Ml 20™. 
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opinion, small poetic value, which he holds it to 
be impossible to bring into any connexion with 
the surrounding and originally independent songs 
and songlets. One trace of the later origin of 
these he finds, above all, in the circumstance that 
the composer of them misunderstood the real 
meaning, and in particular the symbolically in- 
tended expressions, in older passages and took 
these in a literal sense. 

The most striking instance of this is discovered by Budde in 
4 8 , where the purely typical Lebanon of vv.H- 15 is alleged to be 
converted into the real Lebanon and associated with other 
mountain heights. The author of 4 s is thus supposed to have 
been guilty of a crude misunderstanding, and it is declared 
that, when closely examined, the list of mountains is so little in 

filace and yields so little sense, while the whole verse is so weak 
rom the poetical point of view, that it is most natural to infer 
' misunderstanding and insertion.' But this is a purely subjec- 
tive verdict. It may reasonably be asked how any one was 
likely to introduce such an addition at this particular place. 
And what compels us to understand the names of the mountains 
here, ' the lions' dens ' and ' the leopards' mountains,' literally 
and not symbolically ? This symbolical sense is as suitable to 
them as it is to ' the clefts of the rock ' and ' the covert of the 
steep place' in 2 U . Other sentences which are supposed to 
have originated in a similar way are found by Budde in 8", of. 
2'«. He also holds, strangely enough, that is an addition 

Introduced on account of v.W, for plainly (?), he argues, the 
words ' Hark, my beloved ! ' (v.8»«) should be connected immedi- 
ately with the words of v.Bb ('there he stands behind our 
wall ')• But here again the question may be asked. Why should 
it have occurred to any one to insert the words in v.», which 
at least are so evidently poetical and out and out original T 

A similar judgment is passed by Budde upon 8 s - 4 , cf. ; 8 s 
is due to a misunderstanding of 8°. He makes a special allusion 
to flW, arguing that what was intended In &8- » to serve simply 
as a transition to the waff ot the bridegroom is here transferred 
to the sphere of actuality, and that the figures borrowed from 
the plant-world (i 13 ) are likewise misunderstood and taken in 
their literal sense, the beloved becoming the gardener who has 
gone into his garden, etc. But, says Budde, if the Shulammite 
really knew this, why does she search so long for her lover and 
call for help to find him? Here, again, 'genuine phrases' like 
17f- 216 e 1 "- are supposed to have been worked up in a way 
opposed to their proper meaning. It is quite natural that 
Budde, with his view of the Song of Songs, can make nothing 
of these verses (6 1S ), which beyond a doubt are as genuine as 
V 8. We must ask here once more, How can it have occurred 
to a later editor to introduce such sentences? What motive 
could have led him to do so?* Even Budde feels the above 
difficulty, but, for all that, he is unable to give a satisfactory 
answer to the question. 1 What reasons led him [the redactor 
to whom we arc supposed to owe these strange interpola- 
tions) . . . what suppositions and intentions, of course we 
do not know.' Of course, if an author is to be held capable of 
such misunderstandings, it is difficult to give any satisfactory 
account of the motives that actuated him. And yet Budde 
repeat* that one can recognize ' the plain effort' of the redactor 
' to introduce movement and action where none were.' 

The author of these later additions is held, then, 
to have meant to bring movement and action into 
the whole work. May he then have been guided 
by dramatizing aims ? May it be that elsewhere 
too he is not without responsibility for the present 
form of the Song of Songs, but actually brought 
movement and action into the material of the 
work, i.e. that he perhaps worked up the latter 
from the dramatical point of view? These ques- 
tions are very readily suggested by Budde's own 
words. True, he does not actually raise them, 
although he afterwards concedes that the addi- 
tions just described (with which also may have 
been coupled trifling alterations and corruptions 
of the text) have given to the dramatical view of 
Canticles 'a certain justification from antiquity 
downwards, because separated matters were 
thereby connected and a co-tain movement and 
development brought in.' Of course he no longer 
gives the dramatical view the benefit of this 
excuse, now that he has shown what the Song 
of Songs really is. 

It is interesting to note the manner in which Budde supposes 
it possible that the book assumed its present disordered form. 
It was originally, as we have been told, a collection of wedding 
songs. This collection came, of course in manuscript form, 
into the hands of a later writer, torn into single leaves and 

• We shall sec afterwards that, on a correct view of the Book 
of Canticles, these verses [0 1 -*] show themselves to be unques- 
tionably original. 



damaged. He supposed that he hart be'ore him not a collection 
of songs, but a literary unity, of whose content* and aim lie 
had, however, ' only an obscure idea.' He attempted a restora- 
tion of the unintelligible work by putting together as he best 
could the separate leaves, and trying to amend the text by 
additions and supplements of the kind described above. But 
this is a very strange account of the matter, a real hypothesis 
of despair. There is one point, above all, to which exception 
must be taken. By way of supporting his general view of 
Canticles, Budde insists with much emphasis that the marriage 
customs, and of course also the peculiar character of the 
marriage songs, have continued essentially unaltered in Syria 
and Palestine from early times down to the present day. Now, 
how is it conceivable that an author living in Palestine (for it is 
there that we are supposed to look for the 4 redactor') as early 
as the pre-Christian era should either have failed to recognize 
the contents and aim of songs which had been handed down for 
the most part without any corruption, or should have had 
'only an obscure idea' of their true character? Might we not 
assume that this Judnan redactor would have recognized the 
so-called watft as readily as Wetzstein has done ? Here, then, 
Budde brings us face to face with a serious problem. The 
extremely mechanical explanation of the origin of the present 
Song of Songs, which he considers to be 'a satisfaction of all 
just demands,' appears to the present writer to condemn itself. 
And, at a matter of fact, Budde himself by the characte-rittict 
he attignt to the redactor point* the way again past his oicn 
hypothetic to the dramatical view of the Song. His merit thus 
comes to be, not that of having cut the thread of life of the 
dramatical explanation, but— and it is a service not to be under- 
valued—of having laid the foundation, by the aid of Wetzstein's 
information, for a more correct opinion of the character, and 
perhaps even of the origin, of the Song of Songs. 

The present writer recognizes, then, the possi- 
bility that older wedding songs (as, for instance, 
the waffs) are worked up in the Song of Songs. 
But this does not exclude the supposition that the 
Song in its present form is of a dramatical nature, 
and that its author (not a redactor or 'reviser') 
introduced 'movement and action' or 'develop- 
ment ' into the material of which it is composed. 
At all events, this view is not set aside by simply 
pointing to passages in certain parts of the book 
which are marked by the characteristics of cus- 
tomary wedding songs, and which were perhaps 
taken over by the author ready made. If an 
examination of the separate parts of the book and 
a study of the connexion of the whole tend to 
show that everywhere, and not merely in the 
passages attacked by Budde, there is dramatical 
movement and expression, however great or small 
this may be, then the question is decided in favour 
of the correctness of the dramatical view, whatever 
may be urged to the contrary. Of course a dra- 
matic poet who utilizes older material in his work 
cannot have the full credit of originality allowed 
him, but a dramatic poem is the result of his 
work all the same. Moreover, it is by no means 
certain that the oong of Songs contains foreign 
matter which did not proceed from the pen of one 
and the same writer ; on the contrary, there are 
not wanting indications, both in thought and ex- 
pression, which point to an identity of authorship 
for the whole work.* 

As to the general view of Canticles that ought 
to be taken, there can be no doubt, in the judg- 
ment of the present writer, that it is a poem whose 
subject is love, or more cpecifically that it is a 
carmen nuptiale or wedding song. The crucial 
question, however, is whether t/ie poem, viewed a* a 
whole, sets out from a marriage as an accomplished 
fact, — in other words, whether its subject is married 
love, — or whether a marriage is the goal at which it 
aims, in which case it is intended to glorify betrothed 
lave and fidelity. The present writer is convinced 
that the second alternative is the correct one, and 
hopes in what follows to substantiate this. 

We have already pointed out (p. 592 f.) how the 
story which Ewald s interpretation discovers in the 
Song of Songs might be readily developed in the 
popular memory and by a poetically inventive 
d isposition from the history of Abishag of Shunem. 
Budde, citing a word of Goethe's, reminds us that 

* A careful reading of the book itself will readily supply Uw 
necessary evidence of this. 
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if we are to understand the poem which we call 
the Song of Songs, we must visit the poet's own 
land. This is what we propose now to do. If 
Budde himself had continued his journey further 
and looked more carefully around him, he might 
have discovered the story of two lovers, Habbas 
and Hanida, which bears a very close resemblance 
to what we lind in Canticles. The story is given 
by Wetzstein in the Arabic text with German 
translation (see ZDMG xxii. [1868] p. 74 ft". ), and 
was taken down by him directly from oral communi- 
cation. In any case, this beautiful love romance 
proves that under special circumstances even at 
the present day amongst the Bedawfn the possi- 
bility of love entanglements is contemplated, such 
as are presupposed in ancient times in the Song of 
Songs, if we adopt the dramatical view of Ewald 
and others, Harnda is said to have loved Habbas, 
who lived far away and belonged to another tribe. 
Her heart remains true to this love, although, 
after long separation in time as well as place from 
him whom her soul truly loves, she is destined to 
become the wife of her cousin Ali, and the wedding 
day (or rather evening) with all its festal celebra- 
tions has arrived. Nay, she has not omitted even 
to tell her cousin, Ali's sister, how it is with her 
heart, and has given her such a description of her 
lover's stature, his physical excellencies, and his 
beauty that even she must have been able to pick 
him out of a crowd (cf. I.e. p. 103). And, in point 
of fact, the lover drawn from afar by his love 
comes, accompanied by a true friend (Husein), 
while there is yet time to prevent the closing of 
the marriage bond between Hanida and Ali, and 
to win his true love for himself. And he does win 
her and takes her home. 

No one who reads this story, which is given in 
its most general outlines, will be able to avoid the 
impression that here there is partially the same 
problem before us as is presented in the Song of 
Songs. _ Budde (p. 4) insists again with much 
emphasis that in neither the modern nor the 
ancient East has a real betrothal and an intimate 
intercourse between the betrothed parties been 
permitted or possible prior to marriage, and that 
there is no place for such a natural growth of 
affection as the dramatical view postulates. Well, 
of course we must be on our guard against apply- 
ing rules borrowed from the West and from the 
condition of things amongst ourselves. But the 
story communicated by Wetzstein shows that such 
affections, even if these are surrounded a little 
with the halo of romance, are still possible at the 
present day, and evidence may be Drought from 
the OT itself to show that even in ancient times it 
was not an impossible thing for two young people 
(especially leading a country life) to make each 
other's acquaintance and fall in love, and then to 
gratify their inclinations by personal meetings, 
even if these had to be stealthily contrived. * The 
present writer must confess, then, that in his 
opinion no real objection to the dramatical view 
of the Song of Songs can be taken on the ground 
of the contents which this view discovers in the 
Song. Moreover, the structure which is formed 
out of these contents presents so close a parallel 
to the story communicated by Wetzstein, that one 
can only feel thus confirmed in one's opinion that 
Canticles is a dramatic poem, taking for granted, 
of course, that in the contents of the latter there is 
really a dramatical progress or structure discover- 
able. That this last assumption is well founded, 
is our firm conviction ; and even Budde himself, as 

* In favour of such a possibility may be cited in the flrst place 

214" "-, and then legal enactments like Ex 22 lsf -, Dt 22"*- ; 
also Gn 341- It may be held as certain that even in ancient 
Israel, in spite of the strictness of morality, nay, perhaps even 
because of it, there was no lack of a genuine romantic side to 
love. 



we have seen, is not so very far removed from 
this opinion, since he cannot deny that at least his 
assumed redactor (or 'reviser') sought to introduce 
movement and action into the older material whose 
peculiar character is supposed to have passed un- 
recognized by him. This, however, is tantamount 
to saying that he gave it a dramatic form, even if 
he did so in an imperfect fashion. Of course the 
objection that the Semites had no dramatic poetry 
at all (cf. art. Poetry, p. 9") has no force, for it 
starts by assuming as an axiom the very point 
whose universal application is disputed on the 
ground of the Song of Songs. The proof that the 
dramatical view of Canticles is the correct one 
cannot be offered, of course, through general 
considerations ; but it is ottered, and that with 
tolerable certainty, if we succeed in formulating a 
theory of the contents and structure of the Song, 
which is natural on all sides and capable of ex- 
plaining, at least in the main, all the particular 
phenomena exhibited by the book. 
The ideal goal of the whole poem appears to the 

5 resent writer to have been found, from Ewald 
ownwards, in 8 9 - 7 . The real aim of the Song of 
Songs is to glorify true love, and, more specifically, 
true betrothed love, which remains steadfast even in 
the most dangerous and most seductive situations. 
The author, as we may perhaps assume with cer- 
tainty, found tlfe material for his work in the 
story of Abishag of Shunem (I K 1. 2), and that 
in the form which we described above (p. f)C2f.). 
She remained true to the beloved of her heart, she 
steadily repelled all the advances of Solomon, into 
whose harem she had been brought, and finally 
she triumphed (8 U and 8 lub ), was conducted home 
and restored to her lover perfectly pure. The 
poem makes two presuppositions — one being that 
the Shulammite's heart belonged to a youth in her 
own home, and the other that meanwhile against 
her will she has been brought into the royal apart- 
ments (1*). The dramatical exposition commences 
at the time when the first meeting of the king 
with the maiden is close at hand and actually takes 
place ( l 9 ). The dialogue between the Shulammite 
and the ' daughters of Jerusalem ' (the wives and 
maidens belonging to the royal harem, cf. 6 8 '-) in 
I s * * serves to pave the way, in true dramatic 
fashion, for that meeting, and at the same time to 
explain the real inward disposition of the Shulam- 
mite towards the approaching royal suitor, which 
the poet henceforward makes her retain without 
wavering. If, now, we would understand aright the 
further structure of the poem, it must be observed 
that the scheme chosen by the author for the poetical 
disposition of his material is based upon the (liferent 
stages in the courtship and the marriage festivities, 
down to that moment when alone the real victory of 
loyal love, the preservation of bridely honour in 
face of all temptations and assaults, was evidenced, 
and could be evidenced, namely, the morning after 
the bridrd night passed with the real lover, f 

The Song of Songs is in fact a love- or marriage- 
drama, but, by reason of the lyrical tone which 
rules in its various parts, we may more appro- 
priately call it a melodrama. 

If now, keeping in view the legend derived from the story of 
Abishag, and the progressive stsges of the marriage proceedings, 
we look at the whole poem, it falls, alike in point of matter and 



• The way in which the particular sentences are to he 
assigned to the respective speakers will be found exhibited in 
the present writer's work Dai llohe Lied, to which he begs to 
refer the reader. 

t As bearing on this, the reader may be reminded of the 
legislative enactment of Dt 22 lsir -. The cloth with its irrefrag- 
able proof of the virginity of a newly married woman points to 
a very serious transaction in the early morning after the bri'lal 
night. The practice forms even at the present day part of the 
proceedings in connexion with a wedding, and is described by 
Wetzstein (' Die syrische Dreschtafel " in Bastian's ZUehr. f. 
Ethnol. 1373, p. 290). 
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tonn, into two nearly equal parts. The dividing point is reached 
in ft', where also the dramatic entanglement reaches its climax. 
Up till then the king is the suitor for the maiden's love, and in 
M the course of development leads to the point where every- 
thing appears to point to the certain consummation of the 
marriage bond in the coming night.* From the very first 
encounter (l u - 2?) the king, as intended by the poet, goes away 
with the impression that the fair maiden longs w ith intense 

Cnion for union with him ; he does not notice that the out- 
rsts of passionate longing called forth by his words are meant 
not for turn, but for another whom she loves. The reader or 
the spectator of the play can have no doubt on this point, for 
already in 1*-* (cf. especially v.8) it comes out clearly enough 
how the heart of the maiden is engaged, anil the Second Act 
confirms this in the strongest way by the two dream 
visions. The Third Act (3«-5>) corresponds to the first of the 
festal proceedings on the day (evening) before the bridal night. 
The king proceeds, in his wedding attire, surrounded by his 
trusty men, and amidst greetings from the women, to the 
house where the lovely maiden is detained. This answers to 
the Joyous procession in state by the bridegroom and his 
friends to the place where the feast was celebrated, on the 
occasion of weddings amongst the common people. The 
equally pompous conducting of the bride in the evening to 
the same place and to the performance of the sword dance, 
which characterized popular weddings, is wanting here ; nor is 
this surprising, since the bride is already in a place where she 
belongs to the king. We may probably assume also that a 
king's marriage was not celebrated in exactly the same way 
as that of one of the common people. The sword dance and 
other popular customs may have been wholly absent, t Of 
course this does not prevent the poet from introducing into 
his description certain features borrowed from these customs, 
simply because these were calculated to introduce movement 
into the. material. Thus he makes the king draw near in all 
his splendour, with his sixty heroes and friends, and (5 1 ) even 
go in to the festive meal exactly after Che fashion of popular 
wedding festivities.; On the other hand, the enticing sensually 
flattering words of the king in 4 lflr - convey the impression, since, 
as we have said, we can hardly think of the sword dance, that 
they are the transition link to the bridal night with its 
mysteries. Die same inference is supported by the context, as 
far as the contents of 4 18 -6' are concerned ; from the Shulam- 
mite's reply in 4>8b to his longing desire to enjoy the fruits of 
the garden that is supposed to belong to him, the king has 
concluded that she waits for hiin in order to accord him the 
enjoyment of her love (whereas she is thinking of her true 
beloved), and in this, of course, mistaken assurance he calls 
his friends to give themselves up to the Joys of the marriage 
festival. At this point the king disappears. This is not 
specially noted, indeed, but it was unnecessary that it should 
be, on a correct understanding of the story of the poem, and 
with an actual dramatical presentation of it. As in the story 
of Habbas and Hamda related by Wetzstein, the fortune of the 
maiden turns at the last moment, Just when the final consum- 
mation of the marriage union with the unloved one was 
imminent. The king has learned in the night shrouded with 
mystery that she does not belong and cannot belong to him, 
and he is magnanimous enough not to claim what only violence 
could procure. He has set her free, as Ali did with Hamda, 
and the next section (52-6S) of the Fourth Act conducts us 
slowly away from the king's domain. The poet retains the 
scheme of the wedding celebration, but now we have to do with 
the celebration of the marriage of the Shulammite with the object 
of her heart's affections. Between fti and 5 2 , properly speaking, 
there intervenes a space of time, which, to be sure, required in 
the dramatical construction of the poem no further indication 
than the passing from one scene to another. In what will be 
conceded to be an extremely skilful manner the poet moves on 
to the goal of his task, by placing us in {fit- at tnc same stage 
in the celebration of the marriage of the Shulammite with her 
lover as we had reached in 3&-6 1 in connexion with the abortive 
attempt of Solomon. The passage rightly understood, 

forms the introduction to the principal part of this Act, which 
reaches its climax in 8«- 7. We hear in it the outpouring of the 
burning longing of the Shulammite for union with him whom 
she loves. The women, ' the daughters of Jerusalem,' by whom 
she is surrounded, are called on by her to assist her search for 
the beloved of her soul, who is portrayed in glowing colours. 
In this way a perfect movement is given to the action, which is 
conceived of after the model of a marriage celebration. 

For the correct understanding of the further context it is 
necessary, above all, to take rightly. In 62 there is an 
allusion, expressed in a beautiful figure, to part of the festal 
procedure of the marriage evening having already taken place. 
The beloved has already gone down to enjoy the fruits of his 
garden (a ploin allusion to 4 16 ), i.e. he has already gone to the 
place of the festival, and is present there with his escort. The 

" It is impossible to understand the perfects in 5' as real 
preterites. They are perfects of certain expectation {per/eel a 
conMenticr, cf. Gca.-Kautzsch, f>ram.V § 100n.). The mis- 
understanding of these perfects has been the occasion of much 
confusion. 

t How kings married daughters of the people maybe gathered 
from 2 8 ll* 7 , while I's 4ft may give light in regard to the pro- 
cedure when a foreign princess was concerned. 

J The following of these )K>pular customs also shows irrefut- 
ably that the call to eat and drink and intoxicate themselves 
refers not to the enjoyment of love, but to an actual banquet at 
which the friends, too, are to do their part. 



ceremonial procession of the bridegroom, which was expressly 
mentioned in the case of the king in 3**-, is thus presupposed 
in the present instance. The search for the beloved, in which 
the women (U>) are prepared to help the Shulaiumite, corre- 
sponds to the ceremonial conducting of the bride in the evening 
to the festal spot. 6*-'° [vv.*M are to be struck out as having 
been introduced by mistake from ch. 4] contain the songs 
which greet the approaching bride and describe in striking 
figures her unique overpowering beauty. 6"- ,s are words of 
the Shulammite. 8he is apparently surprised at coming upon 
the festive company, she still acts as if she did not notice that 
the object of her search is in their midst. She had gone down, 
she says, to the nut garden to refresh herself by the enjoyment 
of it, ue. she too has gone out to find her beloved and to enjoy 
his love, and has all at once come upon the crowd. We are to 
supjiose now that she makes as if she would turn back, where- 
upon the chorus breaks out (7 1 [Eng. C 13 J), 'Turn round, turn 
round, O Shulammite,' etc. Then the short invitation and 
dialogue of this verse lead directly to the sword dance, in which 
the bride dances in a sense to her beloved and presents herself 
to him symbolically with all her charms, while the double chorus 
ranging itself behind her proclaims her physical attractions in 
a highly realistic iro*/. Now she is ready, as 7 nK - show, to 
yield to the wishes of her beloved (7*-">), and herself invites 
him to go with her where she will grant him her love. The 
last section of this Act, S*- 7 , 4 shows the loving pair on their 
way to the house where the bridal night is to be passed : they are 
received by the festal chorus with the words of 8 s *, which find 
their echo in the alternating song of the lovers with its glorious 
panegyric on true love (vv.*'\. 

And now the moment had come when it must be shown 
whether the Shulammite had really maintained her love true 
and unimpaired, whether the lofty ode to lo\e in which she had 
joined (8* 7) was really suitable to her love. 8** f transport us 
to the morning after the bridal night. In the space of time 
between v.7 and v." we are therefore to place not only the bridal 
night with its mysteries, but also the transition to the serious 
transaction early in the following morning (see above, p. 595, 
note t). The latter is brought directly before us In vv>«\ 
which proclaim the triumph of steadfast loyal love oissr all the 
difficulties and fears that have l>eset it. We hear in vv.8-* the 
brothers of the Shulammite declaring what they mean to do to 
their sister according as she has shown herself, in face of the 
seductive whispers of love, firm and inaccessible as a wall, or open 
and easily approachable like adoor(i.«. easily led into inchastity). 
These, of course, are words which the brothers have sj>oken 
before the commencement of the severe period of probation 
and danger exhibited to us in the Song of Songs. We are thus 
vividly reminded of l 6 , and in point of fact— as is shown also 
by 8>*», which in like manner looks back to I s — the author in 
his beautiful closing section, 8 Sff -, attaches his words once more 
to the opening of the poem, thus indicating not only that this 
resolute maiden has succeeded in maintaining her childhood's 
purity, but also that the Song of Songs is really a well-rounded 
whole. The brothers have a direct interest in the issue of the 
test of their sister's virginity, and, besides, have the duty of 
maintaining the honour of the family. But while they are 
uttering the language of anxious expectation, which is finely 
put into their mouth, regarding the result of the test, the 
actual piece of evidence is brought forward (this we must 
suppose to be done between v." and v.W), and in face of this 
irrefragable proof the Shulammite breaks forth in the confident 
triumphant words of v. 10. She has been found inviolate, she 
has kept herself as an impregnable fortress, there being perhaps 
in the last words of the verse a delicate allusion to Solomon, 
and the fact that even he had finally to recognise that this 
virgin was unimpressed by himself, his splendour, his allure- 
ments, and that he must thus let her go In peace. The words 
in v.W connect themselves closely with v.'O; she has kept her 
own vineyard, i.e. herself, her honour, her love, for herself and 
her beloved ; Solomon may rest content with the abundant 
resources he possesses for gratifying his love. 

So ends the dramatical development of the 
material used in the Song of Songs. The present 
writer considers that in the scheme of interpreta- 
tion just proposed everything proceeds in good 
order and exhibits a perfectly natural connexion. 
He thinks it well to say natural, because, as a 
matter of fact, the different parts of the Song 

* It may be noted that 8 s * have been wrongly placed in their 
present position, where they do not at all suit the context. 
Their insertion after vv.l-2 is readily intelligible on the ground 
of a certain similarity of thought in 2* <r - ; but see the next note. 

t In this lost section the present writer regards v." as an 
archicological and in any case very prosaic gloss, occasioned by 
the ' thousand ' of v.'2. In like manner v.W is a later insertion 
by one who misunderstood the Song of Songs in so far as 
he believed that the Shulammite in the end became the wife 
of Solomon. In no other way can the strange invitation vi Uic 
beloved be understood. The same hand which added v.W may 
also through a similar misunderstanding have inserted vv *■ *. 
In 8>2, which is unquestionably genuine, the Shulammite 
manifestly contrastsherself with Hie thousand wives of Solomon ; 
v.l», which we also hold to be genuine (cf. 21*). closes the Song 
of Songs, but serves at the same time as an introduction to the 
merry songs, dances, and games which followed at a marriage 
feast! and which lasted for seven days. 
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correspond exactly in their progress to the various 
stages in a marriage celebration. Even tlie transi- 
tion from the first to tlie second half of the poem 
is dramatically beautiful and essentially uncon- 
strained, and, as deserves to be once more empha- 
sized, has a remarkable resemblance to the turning- 
point in the narrative of the loves of Humda and 
Ilabhas. So also in the progress from one Act to 
another or one Scene to another, everything has 
an unconstrained How, there is nothing abrupt or 
unnatural. We may then be permitted to express 
our conviction that if the Song of Songs be taken 
in the sense above indicated, not only will it be 
found to be perfectly intelligible in every part of 
its contents, but it will also prove itselt leyond 
question to be a dramatical unity and constructed 
with dramatical skill. — Whether this melodramatic 
marriage-play was ever actually performed, say at 
wedding celebrations, or whether it was simply 
the product of a poet's leisure (composed with a 
didactic aim), cannot of course be determined, but 
at all events it was capable of being so presented. 

iii. Authokship, Place of Composition, and 
Date of the Song of Sonos.— The title at the 
head of the work means, of course, to point to 
Solomon himself as the author of the poem, 
and down to the most recent times this view 
has been closely bound up with the allegorical 
interpretation and has been widely held. But 
it is out of the question, alike on the theory of 
Herder and on that inaugurated especially by 
Ewald. As a matter of course, the Solomonic 
authorship is excluded also if Budde's view be 
accepted. The present writer is equally com- 
]>elled, in view of all that has been said above, 
to regard the traditional opinion as erroneous. 
Solomon is indeed partly the subject of the poem, 
but it is quite impossible that he himself should 
have composed it. And it is of course beyond 
our power so much as 'to hazard a conjecture as 
to who the actual author was. 

Nor can much be said as to the place of com- 
position. Budde has sought to infer from the 
mention of the ' daughters of Jerusalem' that the 

1K>etical material contained in the Song of Songs 
md its birthplace in Jerusalem or the neighbour- 
hood of it. But every hint that can be utilized 
for locating thepoem appears to point to the north 
of Palestine. Tliere ana nowhere else is the stage 
U|K>n which the movement takes place in most 
parts of the poem that contain geographical allu- 
sions. This does not, however, imply that the 
actual composition of the poem must nave taken 
place in North Palestine. It was extremely 
natural that, even if the author lived in Jiuhea, 
the locality of the dramatic poem should be fixed 
in the north, if its material was supplied by the 
story of Abishag of Shuneni in the developed 
form explained above. In the first part, accord- 
ingly, we should find ourselves, of course, in the 
royal palace at Jerusalem, and this agrees ad- 
mirably with 2" b - 17b , where it is presupposed that 
the place of residence of the Shulammite is sepa- 
rated from that of her beloved by a number of 
mountain heights. While there is nothing in the 
contents of the Song of Songs to justify any cer- 
tain inference as to the place of coni|>osition, the 
present writer considers it probable that it was 
Juda?a, perhaps even Jerusalem. This conclusion 
is perhaps supported also by the decision, so far as 
any such is possible, regarding— 

The date. It has been supposed that the Song 
of Songs originated, if not in the Solomonic era, at 
least at a time not far removed from it. The life- 
like conception of the conditions of that time, on 
the one hand, and the occurrence of Tirzah, the 
ancient capital of the Northern Kingdom, along- 
side of Jeiusalem (0 4 ), on the other hand, are sup- 



posed to necessitate the fixing of the date of 
composition of the Song of Songs in the early 
decades after the reign of Solomon. Neither of 
these arguments, however, proves anything, for 
there is nothing in them but what' is readily 
explicable even on the view of a late date, 
especially if we may regard it as settled that the 
author derived his material from the story of 
Abishag. Besides, it is very questionable whether 
the conceptions of local, personal, and other rela- 
tions are so lifelike, and in general so accurate, as 
to permit or justify the inference that the poet 
Uvea near to the time with which he deals. Tirzah 
and other places that enter on occasion into his 
descriptions were, of course, not outside the sphere 
of knowledge even of a poet belonging to a later 
age. — The strongest objection, however, to placing 
the Song of Songs so early is presented by cer- 
tain linguistic phenomena that characterize it. 
The form of the relative pronoun (tf) and other 
peculiarities of expression may, indeed, be ex- 
plained on the view that the Song of Songs was 
composed in North Palestine, the language oi 
which was doubtless dialectic-ally different from 
that of Juda'a, and more akin to the neighbouring 
Aramaic dialects. But the Persian loan-word ctto 
(4 13 ) and the word p*"iflK (3*), which in all proba- 
bility is borrowed from the Greek <pope~iov, cannot 
possibly be explained at so early a period, but 
rather compel us to come down to the Macedonian 
era (cf. on this point especially Driver, LOT* p. 
449 f.). The poet was tlien in all probability a 
member of the Jewish community in Jerusalem, 
and lived at a time when, through contact with 
the Greek world, the adoption of Greek terms had 
become possible not only in the language of daily 
life, but also in literary usage. It is of course 
difficult, or rather impossible, to fix the terminus 
ad qnem for the composition, and we do not intend 
to propose even a tentative date. One point, how- 
ever, may be noted. The general tone of the 
whole po jm appears to imply that the time when 
the Song originated was a time of peaceful, we 
might sav happy, repose for the community, wlien 
love could unhindered follow after love ana finally 
rejoice in the full possession of its object.— And 
now, perhaps, at last we may hazard a conjecture. 
It is true that purely dramatic poetry is in general 
alien to the Semitic mind, and, although we felt 
compelled to maintain the dramatical character of 
the Song of Songs against all objections, yet we 
found it necessary also to make our recognition of 
the presence in it of the lyrical element, which 
is the fundamental characteristic of all Semitic 
poetry, by calling Canticles a melodrama. The 
question naturally arises. Whence came tlie 
author's stimulus to compose this melodramatic 
poem ? Was it from a wide contact with the 
Greek world ? This appears to the present writer 
not impossible. 

LiTERvn'RR. — All the principal authorities are mentioned in 
the body of the article. We may add Cheyne's art. ' Canticles ' 
in Eneyc. Bibliea (practically in agreement with Budde), which 
appeared since the above was written ; and W. Riedel, Di« 
altettf Atuleffiiny d. Hohenl. 1SBS. Further references to 
literature may lie found in Driver's LOT* p. 436 ; C. D. Gins- 
buiy, The Song of Sonji, with a Comm. historical and critical, 
1837 ; and E. Reuss, Getch. d. Ml. Sekriftm alt. Tett. t lsitff. 

J. w. Roth stein. 
80N6 OF THE THREE CHILDREN.— See Three 
Children (Song of the). 

SONS OF GOD. — This expression is used in 
Scripture in two distinct senses. For one of 
these see articles Adoption, and GOD (CHILDREN 
OF). The other is found in six passages: Gn 6 s , 
Job l 8 2 1 38 7 (all Dvtyi(n) 'jj ; LXX in first three 
oi &yye\oi tov Oeov, in Inst dyytXol nov), Ps 29 1 
89 7 i 8 ' (both v)h -jj; LXX viol dtov); cf. in the 
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sing. Dn 3 s8 pgftpi, BV * a son of the gods.' 
The meaning is * sons of the 'tlohim or 'Him ' in 
the sense ot members of tliat class or race (cf. 
' sons of the prophets ' = mem hers of the prophetic 
guild) of which God Himself is the pre-eminent 
Elohim (see A. B. Davidson's note on Joh 1*). 
Hence the expression is practically synonymous 
with 'angels' (cf. LXX above). The only passage 
where any difficulty has heen felt (and that only 
• for dogmatic reasons) about interpreting the 
phrase in this way is Gn 6 a . Onkelos, Beresh. 
rob., Saadya, Ibn Ezra, et «/., take it to mean 
there 'sons of princes,' 'mighty men'; Theod., 
Chrys., Jerome, Aug., Luther, Calvin, Hengsten- 
berg, et al., understand by 'the sons of God' the 
pious (Sethite) portion of the human race, which 
is opposed to the (Cainite) 'daughters of men.' 
Neither of these interpretations suits either the 
context or the usage of the Web. phrase. The 
interpretation ' angels ' is correctly taken in Jude 8 
and 2 P 2 4 , in the Books of Enoch and Jubilees, as 
well as by Philo, Jos. (Ant. I. iii. 1), and most of 
the older Church Fathers. J. A. Selbik. 

SOOTHSAYER, SOOTHSAYING. — 

The Heb. for ' soothsaying' is OpQ> oppc, Or. nmtnit, 
•UniritM (the last term being also used to tr. B>rtj 'augury,' 
Nu 23*' || opp). ' Soothsayer' is Dep. which in Is S3 is rendered 
by rr»x»rri,(. The Arab. ka*ama means properly 'divide or 
portion out.* Hence kitmel is a man's apportioned lot or 
destiny. The word ]}S])J is another alternative expression not 
easy to distinguish from Opto (see below). The term 'jijH? 
is always closely connected In the OT passages with 3'ik, and 
will be dealt with under ' Necromancy ' in art. 8orcery. The 
other terms olrig (see below) and the Aram. pj| (Dn 2V f 5?) 
do not possess a clear connotation. 

Soothsaying, though separate from magic, is 
nevertheless very closely associated with it (see 
Magic). It may be defined as involving an abnor- 
mal mode of obtaining knowledge. Just as magic 
is the abnormal method of obtaining control over 
persons or events by means of some supernatural 
Divine or demonic agency, so soothsaying involves 
the corresponding abnormal method of obtaining 
information. The soothsayer is to be found in 
every primitive religion, and ancient Semitic 
culture formed no exception to the rule. The 
comparison of early Arabic religion with that of 
primitive Israel conducts us irresistibly to t' e 
conclusion that the Hebrew priest in early times 
was also a soothsayer. For the Heb. jna is the 
Arab, k&hin, 'soothsayer,' who owned the local 
shrine and kept watch and ward over it, and gave 
replies to the inquiring pilgrim. We thus observe 
how the priest and the prophet in primitive Semitic 
antiquity started from a common base and blended 
their functions. The priest ottered sacritices, and 
likewise gave answers to sati-fy the worshipper 
who came to seek information and guidance. Both 
functions, that of sacrifice and that of divination, 
were united in one person. Indeed, as we know in 
the case of the soothsayer and prop'.:et Balaam, 
sacrifices accompanied the declarations which he 
made * (Nu 22** 23>- *■ «• -°). Accordingly, the 
combination of the functions of divination and 
sacrifice may be assumed to be characteristic of 
primitive Israel as it was of ancient Arabia. To 
the priest belonged the function of giving replies 
by (a) Urim and Thummim, (6) by TERAPIIIM, 
and, lastly, (c) by Ephod. 

Much obscurity invents the actual nature of all these objects. 
The most probable view is that the trrapliim were ancestral 
images and of human shape (to which 1 S 10' : "8 irresistibly 
points, cf. Gn 31 '» • : *>), and that the ephod was a plated image 



* ' In petitioning the deity a sacrifice was naturally offered. 
Through the saerinc:--, which was rendered acceptable to the 
deity by the mediation of the priest, the desired answer to a 
question was obtained' (Morris Jastrow, UdOjion oj Babylonia 
and Auiyria, p. 331). 



used as a symbol of Jehovah. This seems clear from Jg 8 s * , in 
which we are told that Gideon made it of the gold rings 
captured from the Ishmaelites and Midianites. Roth ephod 
ond teraphim are mentioned together in Hos 3* ; and Erk 21*1 
and Zee 10" clearly prove that the teraphim were employed in 
the act of divination. Reference to the employment of the ephid 
is to be found in a series of ancient < T passages which describe 
the consultation of Jehovah in special emergencies. A series of 
interrogations was put to the deity, one following in logical 
sequence on the other, each capable ot being answered in the 
alternative form of 'yes' or 'no.' Of this, perhaps the most 
instructive example is to be found in 1 8 2*"-, in which David 
inquires through the priest Abiathar by means of the ephod, 
and a series of categorical affirmative (or in other cases uegative) 
replies are given (cf 1 S 307- «, and Renzinger, Heb. Arch. pp. 332, 
40S). Obviously, information could be eked out by this process 
only very slowly, and in one case we read that Saul was com- 
pelled by the exigencies of war (1 8 14'») to interrupt Uie tardy 
procedure of the priest as the tumult of the advancing Philistine 
army increased. Sometimes the omens were unfavourable for 
obtaining Divine answers (ib. H** 7 ). The close connexion which 
certainly subsisted between the ephod which was carried by the 
priest (1 S 23 6 ) and the divination which he practised, seems to 
point to the conclusion that the ephod was in some way a part 
at least of the apparatus of inquiry." Rut it is not necessary to 
suppose that it was more than the symbol or idol which repre- 
sented the deity whose presence gave validity to the whole 
procedure. The actual apparatus of soothsaying probably con- 
sisted in blunted arrows or, in primitive times, small twips ; 
and it is to this rude mechanism of inquiry that Hosea (*'*) 

refers under fy (cf. Arab. ^y2G «i Wellh. Rate*, p. 132) 

and ^27, while Ezk 21*" mentions the arrows. 

Early Arabic cult us, as Wellhausen has pointed 
out {I.e. p. 141), bears an unmistakable family 
likeness to the Hebrew, and it is to ancient Arabic 
usage that we turn for the most instructive illus- 
trations of our subject. Among primitive Arab 
warrior tribes, as in ancient Israel, campaigns 
were never conducted without constant resort to 
the blhin or priest-soothsayer, who usually be- 
longed to a family which owned the sanctuary 
and kept guard over its treasures. 

Ordinarily the answer to the inquiry consists only in ' yes' or 
'no,' indicated by one arrow for affirmative and another for 
negative. There might also be complicated alternatives. The 
arrows might be marked to meet every possible range of 
inquiry, and the arrow drawn forth or shaken out was the 
answer to the question. Soothsaying was constantly resorted to 
before a military expedition. It is said of nearly all the clan 
chiefs of the Kuraish that they consulted the lots before their 
departure to Radr, although Abu Suflan, for whose deliverance 
the expedition was made, had sent them word that they were 
r.ot to begin by consulting the lots. 8trictly speaking, this 
consultation takes place in the sanctuary be/ore the xdoi (Well- 
hausen)- 

Amongthe Arabs, money was paid for divination, 
and sacrifices (as of a camel) preceded or accom- 
panied the divining ceremony. In these respects 
we find close parallels in the Balaam narrative, 
to which allusion has already been made. Accord- 
ingly, in this episode we do not fail to note that 
the deputations were provided with money pay- 
ment for the sooths-mng (called O'pop Nu 22 1 ), a 
feature in the story which reminds us of 2 K 5 s . 

As the ancient Hebrews in early times called 
the soothsayer njp or ' seer,' so the primitive Arale 
called him a 'gazer.' When 'gazing' he would 
veil his face. Hence the epithet, dhAl chimar, or 
' the (man) with the veil,' applied to several seers.t 
We naturally revert to the veil of the prophet Moses 
(Ex 34 330 -). Under the influence of the super- 
natural spirit or demon a series of short sentences 
would be uttered, of which four to six would lie 
united together in a strophe by rhyme. This 

is called in Arabic Snf vn , comp. the Heb. pr? 
applied to a prophet (2 K 9 11 ). This wild ecstatic 
condition often characterized the primitive Hebrew 

trophet in pre -exilic times (1 b 10 ,w ), and this 
ecame contagious, and affected those who wit- 
nessed it (1 S IIP-*- 94 , cf. 18'°). What the OT 
ascribed to possession by the spirit of God (Jehovah) 
the Arab in primitive times ascribed to the spirit 

• So Moore, art. ' Ephod ' in Eneyc. Biblica. 
t The root of the word for ' seer' in Arabic corresponds to the 
Heb. nirfl 
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or demon that dwelt in him. Among the Moslems 
a demon was called a shait&n (see under Satan). 

The connexion between the jinn in early Arabia 
(and in later times the shait&n) and serpents throws 
light upon the serpent of Gn 3 as well as the »p,y of 
Is G a . The jinn were considered to reside in ser- 
pents, and the name shait&n is applied to a serpent.* 
The jinn were not necessarily evil. Some might be 
well disposed to truth (r£oran, 46 s8 ), like the great 
male serpent which met Mohammed on the way to 
Tabuk (tf. BAudissin, Studien zur semit. Religions- 
gs-sch. i. p. 279 ff. ). 

These illustrations from ancient Arabic belief 
enable us to understand the use of the Heb. cmj for 
•divine' (from »nj Serpent') and rrj for 'divina- 
tion' (2 K 17| 7 21", Dt 18 10 , Lv 19* Gn 30* 44 18 ). 
This association of the art of divination with the 
serpent arose from a variety of causes. This 
reptile springs mysteriously from holes in the 
earth with the hissing or whispering sound char- 
acteristic of incantations (see Magic, vol. iii. p. 
210 b and footnote), and with a fascinating power of 
the eye which made )t inevitable that a serpent 
s'lould be regarded as the embodiment of a demon. 
Hence cunning and wisdom were ascribed to ser- 

Sents (Gn 3', Alt 10 ,a ). Thus it was natural that the 
enom. Piel »nj came to be employed of the sooth- 
sayer, who was considered to be demon- possessed 
(like the sorcerer or necromancer, 'jpr and aiK Vys). 

Both in Arabia and in ancient Assyria the desire 
to know the course of future events in their bear- 
ing upon the interests of the inquirer, more espe- 
cially with respect to the success or non-success 
of some enterprise, impelled him to find clues of 
information in the movements of nature, more 
especially of animals, since these were held to be 
possessed by demons. The Arabs believed that the 
animal is vm'mur, i.e. is subject to some higher 
behest, and has open eyes to see (like Balaam's 
ass) when human eyes are without vision. The 
wolf, the dog, the hare, and the fox were omen- 
giving animals. Coming from the right hand, one 
of these animals would he hailed as portending 
good ; from the left, bad (Wellh. p. 201 f.). Birds 
were especially considered to convey omens, viz. 
the raven, goose, starling, and hoopoe. The raven 
was the bird which heralded misfortune, especially 
the separation of friends from loved ones. 

The cuneiform records exhibit the wide preva- 
lence of a great mass of similar be defs and prac- 
tices in Babylonia, but with this difference, that 
the omen-tablets mark the distinctions in speciul 
cases with a wearisome excess of detail which we 
do not find in the simpler civilization of the 
Western Semitic lands, Palestine and Arabia. 
The omens may be divided into different classes : 

(1) those concerned with days and heavenly bodies; 

(2) those concerned with the features of human 
childbirth and also with those of birth-giving by 
animals ; (3) omens concerned with movements of 
animals. — These will be found fully treated in 
Morris Jastrow's instructive work, Religion of 
Babylonia and Assyria, chs. xix. and xx. The 
following is a good example of (1) — 

' Sun and moon are seen apart (f.«. at different times) ; 
The kingt»f the country will manifest wisdom. 
On the fourteenth day Bun and moon are seen together ; 
There will be loyalty in the land, 
The gods of Babylonia are favourably inclined, 
The soldiery will be in accord with the king's desire, 
The cattle of Babylonia will pasture in safety. 

On the fifteenth day the sun and moon are seen together ; 
A powerful enemy raises his weapons against the land, 
The enemy will shatter the great gate of the city.' 

Omens were likewise derived from the particular 

* lUU(=tii$i)if) is not so frequently employed in the sing, 
as the plur. form of thaitdn, which takes the place of jinn 
(plur.) (Wellh. I.e. p. 157 footnote). 



day of the month on which an eclipse takes place ; 
from the appearances or disappearances of the planet 
Venus (lshtar). In Itawl. iv. pi. 32, 33 we have 
a calendar of the intercalated month Elul. The 
deity is mentioned to which each day is sacred, 
and certain sacrifices are prescribed and precau- 
tions indicated. The 7th, 14th, 21st, and 28th 
days are called evil (limnu) ; see art. Sabbath, 

5. 319*; and cf. Schrader, COT i. p. 19 f., and 
ensen in ZA iv. (1889) p. 27411'. 

(2) Varied forms of abnormal birth are specified, 
and the. events which they portend — 

' If a woman gives birth to a child with the right ear missing, 
the days of the ruler will be long. If a woman gives birth to a 
child with the left ear missing, unstress will enter the land and 
weaken it.' 

The abnormal features iit the birth of young lambs were 
carefully noted and interpreted— 

' If the young one has no right ear, the rule of the king will 
come to an end, his palace will be uprooted, and the population 
of the country will be swept away. The king will lose judg- 
ment, the produce of the country will be flight, the enemy 
will cut off the supply of water. If the left ear of the young 
one is missing, the deity will hear the prayer of the king, the 
king will capture his enemy's land, the palace of the enemy will 
be destroyed.' 

(3) The number and variety of cases here as in 
(1) and (2) are endless. 

' If a dog enters the palace and crouches on the throne, that 
palace will suffer a distressful fate. If a dog enters a palace 
and crouches on the couch, no one will enjoy that palace in 
peace.' 

The colour of a dog that enters a palace or of the locusts that 
enter a house, will affect the precise form of good which is por- 
tended by the occurrence. 

The gods were constantly approached with ques- 
tions involving the future interests of the State or 
affecting the fate of a military campaign. Knud- 
tzon in his Assyr. Gebete an den Sonnengott fiir 
Stoat und Iconiglkhss Hani, has devoted a careful 
examination to these questions addressed to Samas 
the Sun-god, which are shown to follow a fixed 
pattern. First we have a series of questions which 
the god is petitioned to answer. The god is then 
implored not to be angry, and to protect the sup- 
pliant against errors unwittingly committed in the 
sacrificial rites — 

' O Shamash, great lord, as I ask thee, do thou in true mercy 
answer me. 

' From this day the 3rd day of this month of Iyyar to the 11th 
day of the month Ab of this year, a period of one hundred days 
and one hundred nights, is the prescribed term for the priestly 
activity.* 

'Will within this period Koshtariti, together with his soldiery, 
will the army of the Oimirri, the army of the Medes, will the 
army of the Manneans, or will any enemy whatsoever succeed in 
carrying out their plan, whether by stratagem (?) or main force, 
whether by the force of weapons of war and battle or by the 
axe, whether by a breach made with war-machinery or battering- 
rams or by hunger, whether by the powers residing in the name 
of a god or goddess . . . will these aforementioned, as many as 
are required to take a city, actually capture the city Kishsossu, 
penetrate into the interior of that same city Kishsossu. . . . 
Thy great divine power knows it. . . . Will it actually come 
to pass?' 

We observe that all possible contingencies are specified as in 
a lawyer's deed, ami no loophole iR left by which the deity may- 
escape the obligation of a definite answer. (See Jostrow, p. 
334 ff.) 

How far Israel, and more particularly Judah, at 
the close of t he 8th cent, became influenced by Bab. 
or Assyr. practices, it would be very difficult to say. 
That tneolder and more highly developed civilization 
of the Euphrates and Tigris should have affected 
the Palestinian tribes at this time is surely more 
than possible. In the loth and earlier centuries 
B.C. that influence was powerfully felt through- 
out the Western border (mat amurri), as the Tel el- 
Ainarna tablets clearly testify, and it spread into 
Egypt itself. Moreover, we may infer from cer- 
tain indications that some influences from Bab. and 

* This expression is interpreted to mean that the priest is only 
asked lo give a reply concerning the events of the hundred days 
specified in the text. 
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Assyr divination not improbably found ilieir way 
into the Southern kingdom. (1) We know that 
Ahaz was particularly susceptible to foreign re- 
ligious intluence, and did not hesitate to borrow 
from foreign courts (2 K HJ 1(M8 20"). (2) The 
embassy of Merodach ■ baladart shows that the 
relations between Judah and Babylonia were inti- 
mate (2 K 20 181 -). (3) The proneness of Ahaz to 
alliance with Assyria at an earlier perLd may 
have opened the way for the entrance of Assyro- 
Babylonian traditions. (4) If we combine these 
facts with Is 2", where reference is made to the 
superstitious tendencies which prevailed in Israel, 
and where these are ascribed to the ' East,' we may 
iind the true due to the meaning of this term 'East.' 
The true reading here has been conjectnrnlly re- 
stored by critics with some probability in the form 
C'i?? (O'ifO'p) '?9'p ikSd >3 ' for they are full of sooth- 
sayers from the East,' which harmonizes with 
the parallel clause that follows. Teman (Edom) 
also had its soothsayers (J er 49 7 , Ob 8 ). Was the 
source Arabia ? 

Egypt presented parallel phenomena. Divination 
and the practice of occult sciences prevailed in the 
plains of the Nile as much as in those of the 
Euphrates. In Egypt the division of time among 
the higher divine powers was carried to such an 
extent that even every hour of day and night 
was allotted to some goddess (though not to the 
superior deities). The character of the divinity 
determined the destiny of the period over which 
that divinity presided. By turning up the calen- 
dar of the days of the month it was thought 
possible to gain a glimpse into futurity, and decide 
whether a particular day was favourable or unfav- 
ourable ; what should be done and what omitted ; 
and what prospects awaited the child who was 
born upon it. We have an example of such a 
calendar in the papyrus Saltier iv. belonging to the 
19th dyn., in which there are instructions cover- 
ing several months of the year. We select the 
following in reference to one month — 

'4th Paophi : unfavourable, favourable, favourable (i.e. of vari- 
able significance). By no means leave your house on this day. 
He who is born on this day, dies upon it through a contagious 
disease. 

' 5th — : unfavourable, unfavourable, unfavourable. By no 
means leave your house on this day. Do not approach any 
woman. On this day we should offer gifts to the god. The 
majesty of the god Month was satisfied on this day. He who 
is born on this day will die of love. 

' 9th — : favourable, favourable, favourable. The gods are in 
gladness, men in exultation. The foe of Ra has fallen. He who 
is born on this day dies of the weakness of old age. 

' 22nd — : unfavourable, unfavourable, unfavourable. Do not 
bathe in any water on tliic day. He who embarks on a vessel 
on the river on this day will be rent in pieces by the tongue of 
the crocodile.' * 

To what particular mode of divination allusion 
is made in Gn 44 s , where the silver bowl with which 
Joseph practised the art is referred to, cannot be 
determined from ancient Egyptian sources. It has 
been supposed that some form of KvXacoHavreia or 
vSpofiavrda was in the writer's mind. The goblet 
was filled with water and the sun's rays were ad- 
mitted, and, as the goblet was moved, the circles 
of light that were formed were closely observed 
(Iamblichus, de mystcriis, iii. 14), or the cup was 
marked with letters and a divining-ring touched 
them here or there, and conclusions were deduced 
therefrom (A mm. Marcellinus, 29) ; cf. Dillm. ad 
loc. Those are, however, conjectures only. 

The word employed in the passages dealing with 
the story of Israel in Egypt for 'soothsayer' or 
' magician ' (for the word expressed both) was otnn, 
plur. c-ce-«n, Gn 41 8 " (E), Ex 7" 8 7 - ,8 _etc. 9" (l'»), 
l)n l' M 2-', variously rendered in LXX exaoidoi, 
tpapnanoi f^Tjyrjrai [in Dli 1-' ao<piaral, Theodotion 
^raotdoi']. The Heb. word is probably derived from 
°1?> stylus for graving words, since the arts of the 
• Wiedemann, Die Religion der alten Aegypter, p. 141. 



magician or soothsayer were based, in the more 
elaborate systems of Babylonia and Egypt, upon 
carefully written rituals. 

Dreamt. — In ancient A rabic belief sleep was con- 
sidered in a mysterious sense to be sacred, and 
subject to the control of demons.* 'All Arabs 
reverence a man sleeping ; he is, as it were, in 
trance with God : in their households they piously 
withdraw, nor will they lightly molest Inni.'t It 
is not surprising, therefore, that the significance 
attached to dreams is a universal feature of anti- 
quity. The ancient Egyptians believed in the 
significance of the dream as the state of mind 
through which deities entered into personal re- 
lationship with men and gave them guidance. 
Thus lift Harmachis appeared to king Thothmes 
IV., when he rested in the chase near the Great 
Sphinx, and commanded him to have the statue 
dug out of the sand. A sure means of obtaining 
a prophetic dream was to betake oneself to one of 
the temples that were sacred to divinities who 
vouchsafed oracles, and there sleep. The temple 
of Serapis was one of the most celebrated of these 
shrines, like the temple of ^Esculapius at Epidaurus, 
where dreams were bestowed in which remedies 
were communicated against disease. Sometimes 
as a last resort magic was appealed to in order to 
extort the dream from the reluctant deity. Wiede- 
mann (Religion der alten Aegypter, p. 144) cites one 
of the magical texts from a Gnostic papyrus of 
comparatively late date preserved in the Leyden 
Museum, entitled ' Agathocles' Recipe for sending 
a Dream,' which runs thus — 

1 Take a slaughtered cat, quite black, prepare a tablet, and 
write the following with a solution of myrrh and the dream 
which you wish to send, and put it into the cat's mouth : 
Keimi, Keimi, I am the great one who rests in the mouth 
Mommoni Thoth, Nanumbre, Karicha, Kenyro, Poarmiatbon, 
the holy lau iee ieu aeoi who is above the heaven (other names 
follow] put thyself in connexion with N.N. about this [»'.«. the 
said dream]. If necessary, secure for me N.N. through thy 
power. Lord of the whole world, fiery god, put thyself in con- 
nexion with N.N. Tharthar, thamara thatha mommom thana- 
botha (other names follow]. Hear me, for 1 will pronounce the 
great name Thoth, whom every god reverences ana every demon 
fears. My name corresponds to the seven (vowels) aeeioyu 
iau6Ceod ouee 6ia. I named thy glorious name, the name for 
all needs. Put thyself in connexion with N.N. . . 

Here we find soothsaying passing over into magic, 
to which it stands, as we have already explained, 
so closely related. The apparently meaningless 
combination of syllables which the magician em- 
ploys contains the names of deities. Compare the 
name Sabaf.th, borrowed from the Jewish Holy Scrip- 
tures, to which a mysterious potency was ascribed. 
These must be reproduced in their exact original 
form. No translation was tolerated : not only did 
it render the charm inoperative, but brought down 
evils upon the magician (cf. art. Magic, ad fin.). 

The Assyrian*, like the Egj-ptians, attached 
great importance to dreams. Of this we have two 
interesting examples in the Bassam - cylinder of 
Asurbanipal. In col. ii. 95 we are told that to 
Gyges, king of Lydia, Asur revealed Asurbanipal's 
name in a dream, saying : ' Embrace the feet of 
Asurbanipal, king of Assyria, and thou shalt con- 

auer thy enemies by his name.' On the same 
ay on which he had seen this dreanr, Gyges de- 
spatched his horsemen to greet Asurbanipal and 
narrate it to him. The inscription goes on to state 
that from that day forth he conquered the Kim- 
merians, who had attacked the people of his land 
(lines 95-105). — The other passage occurs in col. v. 
95 fl". Asurban Rial's troops feared to cross the 
Iclidc, but Istar of Arbela appeared to them in a 
dream, and said : ' I go before Asurlwwijial, the 
king whom my hands nave made.' Confiding in 
this dream, his troops crossed the Idide safely. 

• Wcllhausen, I.e. p. 163 ff. 

t Doughty, Arabia Dcterta, voL L p. 249 ff. 
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It should be noted that one special branch of 
the art of the priest-soothsayer in Babylonia con- 
sisted in the interpretation of the manifold appear- 
ances in dreams. A considerable portion ot the 
omen-documents in cuneiform consists of the rules 
laid down as to what the different features in a 
dream may portend. 

If a lion appears to a man, it means that a man will oarry out 
his purpose. If a jackal, that be will secure favour in the eyes 
of the gods. A doif portends sorrow ; a mountain goat, that the 
nian'n son will die of some disease ; a stag, that his daughter 
Will die, etc. (BexokTa Catalogue, pp. 1437, 1438, cited by 
Jastrow). 

To this special function of the Babylonian temple 
officials we have reference in Dn 2 s , where they are 
summoned by Nebuchadnezzar to discharge the 
perplexing task of not only interpre.ing but also 
of tirst recalling a dream which the monarch had 
forgotten (cf. tin 41"*). iota is the proper word in 
Heu. for interpreter of dreams. 

Divine revelation through dreams constantly 
meets us in the OT (Gn 20 s - • 31 w - 11 37« 40 wr - 41 1 * 
42», 1 K 3 815 , Dn 2 n V, Nu 12", Job 33 15 , Jg 7 13 , 
and in NT Mt 1" 2 13 , Ac 23" 27*). Dreams were 
a legitimate mode of Divine manifestation, though 
we tind warnings against the dreams of false pro- 
phets, as against magic and soothsaying (Jer l £i JI - X! 
29 s , Zee 10*, Sir 34 l - a - *■ 7 ). It is worthy of note that 
among the Hebrews, as among the Egyptians, im- 
portance was attached to the dreams which came 
to a man who slept in a sanctuary or sacred spot. 
The dream of Jacob might be included among such 
visions (Gn 28 la19 ), since the scene was at Bethel, 
the renowned sanctuary. The dream recorded in 
1 K 3*" 1S was vouchsafed to Solomon at the high 
place of Gibeon, where he had offered sacrifices. 

Just as among the Arabs the art of soothsaying 
began to decline after the advent of Mohammed 
and the monotheism which he taught,* so among 
the ancient Hebrews the prophetic teaching from 
the 8th cent, onwards constantly declaimed against 
the arts of the soothsayer, and the burden of this 
prophetic Torah became embodied in legislation 
( Dt 18 10 *-, cf. Lv 20 8 - **). In Is 2* we find mention 
of cj.nfc] among the other modes of foreign Eastern 
superstition with which Judah by the time of Isaiah 
had become familiar. But in this special case the 
original source probably lay at Israel's doors, and 
the tradition was borrowed from the Canaanites. 
Of this we have clear evidence in Dt 18", and 
in the 'terebinth (oak) of diviners' {a'ltiyo MEO- 
KKN'IM) mentioned as a well-known sacred snot 
with a sacred tree (Jg 9 s7 ). There is a similar 
'soothsayer's tree 't (see Moreh) mentioned in 
Gn 12* (.tv© p^K). To this we may find a parallel 
in the oaks of Dodona, sacred to Zeus, whose 
rustling branches were supposed to utter oracles 
(Ortyss. xiv. 328) ; cf. 2 S 5*. In Dt 18 l ° the Jiijra 
stands in < lose conjunction with the ' diviner of 
divinations' (d*??? epp) and the vnfj. The Greek 
equivalent of 'jnj is K\i)dovi£6nei>ot, meaning one who 
judges from omens ((tXijou-f) ; cf. Is 2*. The ety- 
mology of the Hebrew Poel form |}iy is not easy 
to determine. To connect it with iJJf ' cloud ' has 
no foundation in the known practices of the ancient 
Israelites. More probable is the etymology which 



connects it with the root which is in Arabic 



* For demonology and soothsaying were closoly interwoven 
(as in the case of magic). Now. according to Mohammedan 
ideas, the devils after Mohammed's advent were prevented from i 
mingling with the sons of God and learning the secrets of 
heaven (cf. Satan and ref. to Book of Enoch) W hen so detected, 
the angels pelt them with meteorite* and drive them away : 
see Sur. *»i ad fin., XT'* ; and cf. Wellhausen, He»te 2, p. 138. 

t It is by no means certain that the Heb. f!^J, p>K may not 
be used generally tor ' tree,' like Syr. ) A^-.] , 



' to snuffle ' (cf. the use of the Heb. D'S^jtP Is 8" 
20 4 ) ; scarcely probable is the suggestion or Well- 
hausen to regard this Poel form as a denominative 
from the subst. py 'eye.' Cf. Nowack, Heb. Arch. 
ii. 274 footnote. The form of soothsaying which 
the word jjVyty represents may have been akin to 
that which was practised by the Roman augurs or 
haruspires. In fact it is difficult to say how far the 
jjii'P differed from the -ikt or primitive Hebrew ' seer,' 
or from the o?p. As to the first, we do not know 
what was his mode of procedure, whether it con- 
sisted in the examination of the entrails or general 
appearance of the victim in the sacrilices, us was 
done by the Assyrian priests (Jastrow, I.e. p. 337) 
and the Roman naruspiccs or extiy>i -e#. Or it may 
have taken the form of observing closely the move- 
ments of animals, as was done by the Philistine 
diviners (D'vP?) in the case of the two cows yoked 
to the cart on which the ark of God was placed 
(1 S (J 8 *); or it may have consisted in observing 
the sounds produced by wind (as the sound among 
the tops of the balsam "trees in 2 S 5-'*) or the special 
action of rain or dew upon objects (cf. Jg (J***). 

The 8th cent., as well as the 7th, wit lessed the 
wide prevalence "of these arts as. well as that of 
necromancy (Is 8 1Bff '). Probably the Assyrian in- 
vasions and the disasters which they entailed drove 
the panic-stricken people to resort to abnormal 
practices of magic and soothsaying.* From Is 3* 
we learn that the soothsayer held an important 
place in, national life, and was regarded as one of 
the props of the social fabric. He takes hta place 
by the side of the judge, prophet, and elder. The 
attitude of prophecy towards soothsaying was uni- 
formly uncompromising and hostile (Mic 5'*, cf. 
Jer 27" and Is 57', this last passage being descrip- 
tive of the degenerate practices that still went on 
in Palestine after the return from the Exile). In 
Ezk 2l* ur - we have a vivid description of the king 
of Babylon standing at the crossways, shaking the 
arrows (/3eXo/xaireia). We may assume that there 
were two arrows in the quiver, one bearing^ the 
name Jerusalem and the. other Rabbah, and the 
result was determined by the particular arrow that 
was drawn out by the right hand or shaken out. 
He also inquires of the teraphim and looks into the 
liver. The reference to the teraphim is a Pales- 
tinian trait (the LXX yXuirroU suggests D'jyy, rather 
than d*9"Jb). When we compare this with Is 47 8 ' 1 * 
with its closing references to the soothsaying, we 
can clearly see that the latter writer had become 
yet more familiar with the practices in divination 
carried on in Babylonia, and portrays them with 
remarkable vividness : — ' Thou art wearied with 
•thy counsels 5 yes, let them stand by and save you, 
they who divide the heavens, who gaze at the stars, 
announcing month by month whence they (i.e. the 
events) are to come upon you.' The account given 
in the earlier portion of this article of the omen- 
tablets of Babylonia and the calendars of the days 
of the month, with its lucky and unlucky days, 
clearly illustrates the accurate delineation given 
us in Deutero- Isaiah. The phrase 'dividers of the 
heavens' (o:?s> 'i^n KSre) contains a reference to 
the custom of the Babylonian astrologers of divid- 
ing the heavens into districts to take a horoscope 
(cf. Jastrow, Religion of Babylonia, p. 360 ff.). 
See also art. Divination. 

Liter ATl'RB. —This has been indicated in the course of the 
article. The reader should consult art. ' Wahinagerei ' in 
ltielun's IIWB' 1 ; Nowack's and Benzinger's Ilrb. Arch.; art. 
' Divination* in Ene>ir. JliUica ; Emend, AT Itfligionrge* k, pp. 
76ff., 113. 17s, Iff.. 270, 3Mi; W. K. Smith, ap. Driver on Dt 
16'or-. an ,i i n Journal «f Hhilolo- y, xiii. 273 ff., xiv. 113 ff. On 
Dreams cf. Brccher, Van Transcendentalr . . . itn Talmud, 

ii 37 47. Owen C. Whitkhouse. 



• Cf. W. R. Smith. Kinthip and Marriage, p. 308, in reference 
to the mystic piacular rites of the 7th cent. B.C. 
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SOP. — A sop (Anglo-Sax. [soppa], from sitpan, to 
snp) is a morsel of food soaked in liquid. Cf. 
Chaucer, Marchantes Tale, 509 — 

' And then be taketh a sop in fy n clarree.' 

The word was used by Tindale to translate rj/wixlov 
(from fun-ltu, to feed) in Jn 13 s *"* S7 SU ) the only 
occurrences of the Gr. word. (Wyclif had already 
used it in 13* w , giving ' bread ' and ' morsel ' in 
the other places. The Vulg. has buccclla in 13"- *>, 
but simply pants in and the Rheims follows 
with ' bread » in * bu , and ' morsel ' in **■ *>). The 
mod. meaning, 1 something given to keep quiet,' is 
also found in early writers, as Howard, Committee, 
iv. I, 4 Why, you unconscionable Rascal, are . you 
angry that I am unlucky, or do you want some 
fees ? I'll perish in a Dungeon before I'll consume 
with throwing Sops to such Curs.' 

J. Hastings. 
80PATER (ZJrraTpos, Sopater).—A man of Bercea 
who in St. Paul's third missionary journey accom- 
panied him from Philippi (Ac 2o*). He is called 
in the older MSS son of Pyrrhus. He was com- 
memorated June 25 and July 12. See also Sosir- 

ATEH. 

SOPE.— See the modern spelling SOAP. 

SOPHERETH (rnjt : BA ZaSdpaO, K Za^opaM, 
Luc. 'Affo<ptpe6).—A family of Nethinim that re- 
turned with Zerubbabel, Nell 7". In the parallel 
passage, Ezr 2 s8 , the name appears aa Hasso- 
phereth (n-ijbn ; B ' AfftArjpad, A ' A<xf<pjpad, Luc. 
r Aou<ptpt6), and in 1 Es 5 s3 as Assaphion. 

B0PH0NIA8.— The form in which the name of 
the prophet Zephamah occurs in 2 Es l 40 . 

SORCERY.— The subject of sorcery has already 
been treated in most of its aspects under Maoic. 
There remain, however, certain features in this 
extensive department which are reserved for treat- 
ment in the present article. 

The wide prevalence of sorcery in pre-exilian 
Israelite life is only partially revealed in the OT. 
That the underlying motive of the Brazen Serpent 
in Nu 21 4 '* was the same as that of the winged 
colossal and human-headed bulls or genii (lamassu 
or lamaiiu, cf. the cherubim in Gn 3**, and 
Schrader, COT, ad loc.) which were set up at the 
doors of the Assyrian palaces to prevent the access 
of demons, of disease, or other calamity, seems to 
be fairly probable. In this connexion we must 
bear in mind the undoubted fact that the serpent 
was associated not only with demons to whom a 
destructive power belonged (cf. Gn 3 and Is 14 49 27 1 
and Am J) 3 ),* but also with those endowed with 
beneficent powers. Mohammed held that serpents 
might be inhabited by good as well as by evil 
jinn, and among the ancient Greeks the serpent 
was held to be sac-red to the healing god .-Esculapius. 
Also, as Robertson Smith reminds us, the South 
Arabs regard medicinal waters as inhabited by 
jinn, usually of serpent form [IIS* p. 1G8, cf. 172). 
On this subject interesting facts nave been col- 
lected by Baudissin, in his Essay on the Symbolism 
of the Serpent, in Stndien zur son. Religions- 
gosch. i. p. 257 fl'. The brazen image of the serpent 
(p?f.-}), worshipped in the reign of Hezekiah, and 
the occurrence of the name Nahash among Canaan- 
ite peoples, point to the prevalence of the serpent- 
cult. See Thehushtax. 

Again, the law, to which the modern Jew pays 
so much deference, contained in Dt 6 s - involves 
an ancient belief in the magic potency of written 

* Here GunVel (SehOpfimg u. Chant) has shown that we have 
remnants of the old Babylonian chaos-myth (TiduUu, 'dragon 
of the deep'). 



words and names, of which Lane {Modern Egyp- 
tians, 1871, i. pp. 7 ii'., 319 fl.) gives valuable illus- 
trations. The Shema', as well as the following 
precept, 'And thou shalt love Jehovah thy God 
with all thy soul . . .,' were to be bound as a sign 
upon the hand, and for frontlets between the 
eyes. They were also to be written upon the 
doorposts of the house and on the gates. The 
Jews in the present day use the name mczuzah, 
which in the original Deuteronomic sense meant 
'doorpost,' for the small metal case which con- 
tained a piece of folded parchment, upon which 
the words aforesaid were written, viz. Dt 6 4 "» as 
well as Dt ll 1 ** 1 , in twenty-two lines. This would 
be placed at the right of the entrance, on the 
upper part of the doorpost. Like an amulet in- 
scribed with words or names of mysterious potency, 
this piece of parchment was held to possess a 
magic and protective efficacy. See Edersheim, 
Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, i. p. 76. The 
tiphillin or phylacteries, on the left arm and fore- 
head, are of like character (see art. Phylacteries). 

Again we have an instructive example of the 
all-prevailing faith in magic in the case of the 
afflicted woman who came to Jesus in the midst 
of the crowd, believing that His garments were 
possessed of mysterious healing virtue (Lk 8**, see 
Plummer, ad loc.). The same idea underlies the 
narrative of Ac 19 IS , where we read that hand- 
kerchiefs and aprons were conveyed from St. Paul's 
person to the diseased, who were thereby cured, 
and the demons expelled. A man's clothing was 
supposed to convey with it some charm or efficacy 
from the owner. Mohammed was besought to 
give his shirt that a dead man might be buried in 
it. The character of the wearer and his clothing 
were identified in some mysterious way. Prob- 
ably in this way we are to interpret the reference 
to the mantle of Elijah (2 K 2 1 *- 16 , cf. B ), and such 
expressions as ' robe of righteousness,' ' garments 
of salvation' (Is 61 10 ), 'of vengeance' (59 17 ), etc. 
See Wellhausen, Beste 2 , p. 196. 

In Arabia sorcery was even employed in digging 
for treasure. Doughty relates a story that a 
Moor, who was regarded as specially proficient in 
magical arts, ' sacrificed to the jdn in the night a 
black cock, and read his spells, and a great black 
fowl alighted beside him. . . . The earth rumbled, 
and rose as it were in billows, gaping and shutting, 
and in that earthy womb appeared an infinite 
treasure' (Arabia Dcserta, ii. p. 103). But we hear 
even more frequently of counter spells, whereby 
the demons were coerced or terrified into im- 
potence. And this specially applies to the various 
diseases which the jdn were supposed to inflict. 
The remedies are in almost every case magical in 
character, and were carried out by the physician 
called tabib or wise man, who was, in fact, a 
magician. The methods of the magic-healing art 
were the same as those of the sorcerer who worked 
the evil. There was stroking and rubbing of the 
part affected ; most frequently we have the tying 
of knots, spitting, and breathing. 

* A young mother, yet a slender girl, brought her -wretched 
babe, and bade me spit upon the child's sore eyes. This ancient 
Semitic opinion and custom I have afterwards found wherever 
I came to Arabia [cf. Jn 9*1. Metcyr nomads in El Kasim have 
brought me bread and salt that 1 should spit in it for their sick 
friends. — Also the Arabians will spit upon a lock which cannot 
easily be opened' (Doughty, Arab. De*. i. p. 627). 'Another 
time I saw Salih busy to cure a mangy thtutl (riding-camel). 
He sat with a bowl of water before him, and, mumbling there- 
over, he spat in it and mumbled solemnly, and spot many 
times, and, after a half hour of this work, the water was taken 
to the sick beast to drink' (io. ii. p. 164). 

This strange custom may be combined with 
the prevalent notion that the more repulsive and 
disgusting the remedies, the more efficacious they 
were. 
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They will take of the unclean and even abominable, and say, 
dawi, "it is medicine. ' These Bedouin give the sick to eat of 
the rakham or small white carrion eagle. Upon a day I found 
a poor woman of our menxil seething asses' dung in the pot 
She would give the water to drink with milk to her sick 
brother '(Doughty, L p. 256). 

Magic devises strange remedies. The person of 
the king has a supernatural character (Frazer, 
Gulden Iiough s , i. p. 8 ff. ), and it is owing to this 
belief that we constantly find the royal personality 
or his family invested with a priestly function. 
Thus in Arabia it was believed that hydrophobia 
was to be cured by royal blood, i.e. not merely the 
blood of the reigning monarch, but also that of 
the royal family. Even sorrow for the dead had 
its magic remedy. Dust from the grave of the 
deceased beloved one was to be drunk, mingled 
with water ; and the same remedy was employed 
as an antidote to love-sickness, for a man who was 
in love was held to be possessed or bewitched. 
By the spells of a sorcerer, too, lovers may be 
parted. 

It may here be remarked that the introduction of 
Islam did even less to destroy belief in magic than 
the growth of Jewish monotheism. We can only 
say in both cases (that of the Arab and of the Jew) 
that the belief in spirits entered, as Wellhausen 
says of the Arab (ib. p. 157), ' upon another stage.' 
* The old gods are deposed and degraded into the 
position of demons. The latter thereby change their 
character and become hellish creatures, bitterly 
hostile to Allah and his heavenly surrounding.' 
They became Satan s (Shait&ns), with Iblls at their 
head, opposed to prayer and the cry of the muezzin, 
loving uncleanliness and dirt, and therefore de- 
barred by washings and the burning of incense. 

Consequently sorcery was just as prevalent after 
Islam as before it. Mohammed placed the interior 
bark of the Samara tree on the arm of Dhul 
Bigfidain to render him invulnerable. Gum resin 
from t' is tree was constantly carried as an amulet. 
The ankle-bones of a hare are effective to ward off 
the /tun of the camp, the ghoul of the desert, and 
Satan himself. They are also effective in quelling 
fe.er. Similar efficacy belonged to the teeth of a 
cat or a fox. The magic of the knot-tying was 
encountered by the protective spell of the amulet. 
One species of amulet was called tangis (defiling), 
and contained dirt, bones of the dead, and other 
repulsive objects. Many amulets, however, con- 
sisted of ornaments, often precious stones, deemed 
on this account sacred. Their object seems to be 
to divert the attention of the demons from the 
wearer. Thus a mark on the face of a woman, 
or even tattooing, served this purpose ; also the 
fragrant berries carried by children, the silver r.nd 

Sold plates worn by horses, and the bells carried 
y camels (cf. Zee 14'-°), which diverted or scared 
away the demons by their sound. Cf. Wellhausen, 
Jiate-, p. 164 If. 

Ancient Jeioish magic, to which Blau has 
devoted a special treatise, presents many features 
which are analogous to those of early Arabia just 
described. Indeed it is by no means an easy 
problem to determine how much of the latter 
came from Jewish, Babylonian, and Aramaic 
sources, and how far the Jewish in turn became 
affected in very early times by Arabia.* There 
can be little doubt that the main source of Jewish 
tradition in magic and demonology, in and after 
the Exile, was Babylonia, and that Babylonia 
also influenced Arabia. 
The magical effect of spitting, to which Doughty 

• According to the Talmud (Sanhedrin 676, 91a) the Arabs 
were regarded as endowed with magical powers. In the first 
passage it is related that an Arab sorcerer cut his camel in 
pieces and then restored it to life. In the latter passage it is 
stated that Abraham communicated to the sons of his concubines 
the unclean name, i.e. the names of deities potent in magic ; cf. 
Blau, p. 48, and footnote 2. 



has referred (in the passages cited), was also an 
element in Jewish superstition. But what is most 
significant in Jewish sorcery is the belief in the 
magic power of words and names which was held 
almost universally, in the time of Christ, by the Jews 
in common with other contemporary nations. Pas- 
sages from Scripture were considered to be espe- 
cially effectual. These were constantly employed 
in bringing about cures. Thus the words in Lv 13 1 
nsn* Vi) and also Lv l 1 were considered efficacious, 
though forbidden by Rab and Rabbi Chanina 
(Sanhedrin 101a). Ex 15-° was employed in heal- 
ing wounds ; but when, in addition to this, spitting 
was resorted to, this was regarded as a forbidden 
form of magic, and whosoever attempts it has no 
part or lot in the future life (Mishna Sanhed. xi. 1 ; 
fose/ta xii. 10). Of course special force belonged 
to the words, 'For I, Jehovah, am thy healer.' 
Unclean water has a magical influence, which can 
be increased or arrested by some incantation. 
Magic influence of a deterrent character was also 
attributed to iron. Iron has the power to ward off 
evil spirits and to break spells. Spirits stand in 
fear of iron (cf. Blau, p. 159 ; and BerakhCth 6«, 
cf. Tosefta vi. 13). The iron is cast between the 
graves, and the word hada is pronounced ; for the 
graveyard has always been the place where sorcery 
is practised, since the spirits of the departed dwell 
there. Thither Canidia and Sagana, the sorceresses 
of Horace's muse, repair in the moonlight (Sat. 
I. viii.); and Wellhausen (lieste*, p. 157) considers 
that close relations subsisted between jinn and 
spirits of dead men, the spirits of the departed 
becoming jinn. 

The Talmud gives special recipes for turning a 
bad dream into one of good omen. One of these 
consists in repeating 9 verses (3 x 3) of the Bible. 
If a man sees a river in a dream, let him recite 
Is 66 1S (in which peace is compared to a flowing 
stream) before he thinks of Is 59" 'When the 
enemy comes like a river.' It is dangerous to 
drink water on Wednesday or Friday night. If, 
however, one is compelled to drink it, it is recom- 
mended that Ps 29 3 "' u should be recited, where the 
voice of Jehovah is mentioned seven times and 
also the waters, and it is said that Jehovah is 
enthroned above the flood. 

Incantations were constantly employed in the 
art of healing. Most of these spells are derived 
from the teachers of the Talmud, who also prac- 
tised the medical art. As the remedy was applied, 
the incantation was whispered in the ear of the 
patient. The head of the operating physician was 
anointed with oil, and, if#any unbidden or un- 
initiated person heard the spell, its magical power 
was lost. Two examples of these magical remedies 
may be found in art. Magic, vol. iii. p. 211, and 
further illustrations will be found in Ilfau's mono- 
graph, pp. 72-77, 156 ff., and Brecher's Das Tran- 
scendentale, Magie u. magischcHcilartenim Talmud, 
p. 198 ff. 

Sorcery, in the narrower sense of magic em- 
ployed with malignant or evil intent, would seek 
to accomplish such ends as causing one's neigh- 
bour's house to catch fire, bringing a hailstorm on 
his field, depriving his cows of milk, making his 
child die of illness, causing domestic brawls, or 
visiting himself with sudden death. In fact the 
ancients were accustomed to attribute all such 
disasters to a malignant demon, sorcerer, or 
witch ; and the possession of any unusual physical 
or mental quality, especially "an uncanny look 
about the eyes, would expose the male or female 
possessor of these characteristics to the unenviable 
u putation of being a sorcerer or sorceress. Espe- 
cially old women of unusual ugliness were credited 
with dealings with the dark supernatural world. 
Even men distinguished by b.illiant acquirements 



Digitized by 



Google 



604 



SORCERY 



SORCERY 



or clever play would be liable to the suspicion of 
sorcer}'. 

The chief motives to sorcery were love and 
hatred, and the result was frequently death or 
unfaithfulness to the marriage vow. Magic was 
employed to win forbidden love. The chief means 
to compass this end was mandragora, which was 
universally regarded as an erotic plant (hence the 
Heb. name D'yjn tin 30"'- ). It was customary to re- 
cite verses from the Bible over this — a practice which 
the Talmud forbids (Shtbb'tth Sb, 19). Tying of 
knots was sometimes resorted to in order to prevent 
childbirth. Cf. I£oran 113 (blowing on knots). 

Simon ben Jochai had the reputation of being a 
magician, and tradition relates that when he with- 
drew from his cave, after residing there for thirteen 
years, he transformed every one upon whom he 

{fazed into a heap of hones ; and it is reported that 
le destroyed a heretic in this way (Pesi/cta 906, 
137a). 

Amulets were employed as prophylactics, i.e. 
as a means of counterworking the evil influences 
of witchcraft and demons. The ty&ft, to which 
Is 3* alludes as one among the articles of feminine 
attire, may be considered to be this simply and 
solely. These were not forbidden, though they 
partook of a magical character. It is only in cases 
where the amulets were heathen in origin that 
they were strictly forbidden. Thus in 2 Mac 12*° 
the amulets discovered on the slain came from the 
idol temple at Jamnia, and were on this account 
objectionable. The name by which the amulet 
was called in later Jewish literature is kim s d 
(£'?!?). The kSmed is mentioned with the tephillin 
or phylacteries. Both were covered with leather. 
Similarly, the amulets of the Greeks and Romans 
were contained in capsules [bulbce). The Jewish 
amulet consisted either of some inscribed object or 
of certain roots of plants, or, in some cases, of 

f rains of corn bound up in leather.* It may here 
e remarked, in passing, that every vegetable was 
supposed to have a subtle connexion with a planet 
in heaven (see Blau, p. 160 f.). Anything ottered 
with incense to the gods, or shavings from the 
Asherah tree, were considered to have a special 
healing virtue. Metal plates consisting of an 
upper and lower plate were constantly employed 
as amulets. A pearl wrapped up in leather was 
regarded as a healing remedy for cattle. 

In all spells, charms, incantations, amulets, and 
other prophylactics, stress is always laid on the 
mysterious potency and significance of the name. 
Nomcn involves omen. Name to the ancient 
Semite involves reality and personal power. And 
the superstitious dread of the ancient Greek who 
cried fv<pijp.etTe at solemn crises or functions, and 
of the Roman who under like circumstances said 
favcte Unguis, was founded on this same belief in 
the underlying dread potency of words or names 
to summon forth catastrophes. To this tendency 
the etymologizing efforts and plays on words in 
the OT are probably due, viz. to the endeavour to 
discover in the name a clue to the underlying 
power that shapes individual destiny. 'As his 
name, so is he,' says Abigail of her wrong-headed 
husband N'abal. ' Fool is his name, and folly is 
with him' (1 S 25*). The combination of the name 
of deity with a newborn child was therefore quite 
explicable. Even the names of angels in later 
Judaism, like those of individuals, contained the 
name of deity ("?!<), e.g. Michael, Raphael, etc. 
Heaven and earth are perishable, but ' Thy great 
name liveth and nbideth for ever' (Bcrakhoth 32a). 
Hence those names (especially of angels) which 
contain the name of deity possess a special potency. 

■ On this subject of amulets consult Winer, RWB* i. p. 50 ; 
Com. on On 35 4 and Is 3 l8lf - ; Hamburger, RE, Supplem.-hand, 
IL pp. S-1L 



Particular power was assigned to the mysterious 
tetragrammaton, which could be pronounced only 
on the Great Day of Atonement in the temple by 
the high priest. Hence it is called in the Talmud 
trpstfn d? (in Aramaic *??), the name pro- 

nounced (cf. Pael P'-ip) then, and then only. This 
name later Judaism believed to have been inscribed 
on the wonder-working staft' of Moses. The WtCm 
no longer overflows when a potsherd engraved with 
the tetragrammaton is thrown into it. Ashmodai 
(cf. Apo I.LYON), the prince of demons, was bound 
by a chain and a seal ring, on which was inscribed 
the Divine name (Gitfin 68, bottom). By mark- 
ing this name on the mouth of the idol calf of 
Jeroboam it was made to speak. 

This mysterious and potent name was designated 
in Hebrew as oyn, by the Greeks rb (po/xa, also 
called AppTfrov— on magic papyri (see Wessely) (pofta 
Kptnrrbv *rai Uppiyrov, or, as in the inscription of 
Hadrnmetum (see art. Magic, and Deissmann, 
Bible Studies, 146 tt'., 196 IT. ), rb &ytov lvop,a 3 06 \4ycrai 
(line 20), also rb xpvirrbv 6vo,ua nal dpfrrfrop o- 
avOpdncou (Dietrich, Abraxas, 195, line 7), or it is 
called rb t« rpdy pa jUjttof (voixa rb fiwrrtKiw. The 
Hebrew nyr, i.t, a; is reproduced in a variety of 
forms in Greek (see Deissmann, ib. p. 4). The 
manifold employment of the letters of the tetra- 
grammaton, as well as of the seven vowels 
a f 7) 1 o v w, played a considerable part in magic 
papyri ; and it is impossible within the space at our 
disposal to enter into the maze of details on this 
subject, which may be found in Blau's treatise, 
pp. 141-146. 

The belief in the power of words, especially those 
of Scripture, is exhibited by the custom of repeat- 
ing a phrase, as, for example, the Shema", or some- 
times in inverting the order of letters, as in the 
Gnostic gem referred to by Schwab ( Vocabvlaire 
de V Ang dologie, p. 303), in which is inserted 
OicXtaXdi, which is the expression top hxh '3 inverted. 
The belief underlying these inversions is that the 
reversal of the order effects the retreat or over- 
throw of the demons and of the sorcery they em- 
ploy. According to Rabbi 'Akiba, special potency 
belongs to the letters of the alphabet to which special 
meanings by acrostics were assigned. Thus ffntss 
TB "id 1 ? nox. 

Belief in the power of the evil eye was jost as 
prevalent in Semitic lands as in those of classical 
antiquity. Especially were women with an ugly 
squint or strange look or contracted heavy eye- 
brows considered to possess powers of the evil eye 
(see art. Magic, vol. iii. p. 2J8"). 

Tradition ascribed the belief in the power of the 
evil eye to Babylonia. Rab lived in Babylonia, 
where the evil eye is often found (Jems. Snabbath 
14T* 8 ; cf. Bnba mezia 1076, above). It is said of 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, that after they 
were delivered from the fiery furnace they fell 
victims to the many eyes which were fixed on 
them. According to Baba bathra i. 18, Joshua 
commanded the sons of Joseph to conceal them- 
selves in the wood in order that they might not be 
overpowered by the evil eye (Jos 17 18 ). Men of 
distinction were specially exposed • to this evil. 
But the tradition prevailed that descendants of 
Joseph were exempt. Thus when the distinguished 
and handsome Rabbi Jochauan was asked whether 
he did not fear the evil eye, he replied, ' I am of 
the seed of Joseph, who are not injured by the 
evil eye' (BcrakhOth 20«, below). It was recom- 
mended as a precaution, if one is about to enter 
a town and is afraid of the evil eve, to place the 
right thumb in the left hand and the left thumb 
in the right hand and say, ' I am N. son of N., and 
am descended from the seed of Joseph.' Another 
preservative was to look on the left side of the 
nose. 
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Horses were preserved from the power of the 
evil eye by hanging a fox's tail or a scarlet thread 
l-etween the eyes. Children were more frequently 
provided with amulets than adults, and those they 
held in their hand (Shabbath 166, 616). Children 
have naturally a weaker power of resistance to 
evil influence or fascination than adults. Hence 
an inscribed card or leaf (iriTTtUioK) or other kind 
of amulet was hung around the neck. A Jewish 
amulet would contain the letters of the name of 
Deity and various extracts from the Torah. It 
would also contain the name of the person to be 
protected. 

Even articles of furniture or vessels were pro- 
tected in this manner. Handles and pedestals 
were inscribed with the Divine name. Especially 
the bedstead was guarded in this way against en- 
chantment. The blessing in Nu 6 s4 " 88 was intended 
to protect Israel against the evil eye. Indeed the 
Torah itself was designed by God as a defence 
against evil ( Wayyikra rabba, c. 25, ad init. ). 

The magic of the evil eye is a topic avoided in 
the Mishna, and the attitude of orthodox Judaism 
towards the entire subject of sorcery was hostile, 
and in this respect coincided with the spirit and 
teaching of St. Paul, who regarded sorcery as 
belonging to the sphere of the ivipyeta rod TLarava 
and (papfiaicla as one of the products (fpya) of the 
flesh (Gal 5*). This attitude of Judaism rested on 
the ancient precepts of the Torah, even the most 
primitive code (Lx 22"*, cf. Dt 18 10 ) containing 
prohibitions and death penalties directed against 
sorcerer and sorceress. 

The causes of this ancient antagonism between 
religion and magic, which certainly existed, though 
far from universal, evidently lie in some funda- 
mental distinction between the two, which we have 
already endeavoured to elucidate in the opening 
paj;es of the art. Magic. The subject has been 
ably discussed in Frazer's Golden Bough(\. p. 61 tt'.), 
but not with complete success, since the writer 
lefuses to admit what the researches of Tylor and 
others have mnde clear, viz. that ancient culture 
in all its manifold forms rests upon a primitive 
basis of animism, an interpretation of life whereby 
man surrounded himself with a cosmic society of 
personal agencies. Krazer considers that the few 
cases cited, 'in which the operation of spirits is 
assumed, and an attempt made to win their favour 
by prayer and sacrifice,' are exceptional. ' Wher- 
ever sympathetic magic occurs in its pure un- 
adulterated form, it assumes that in nature one 
event follows another necessarily and invariably 
without the intervention of any spiritual or personal 
aqency.' 1 The final negative clause of this sen- 
tence, which we have italicized, lacks historic 

1>roof. The most ancient inscribed documents of 
inman life, discovered in Babylonia and Egypt, 
point to the opposite conclusion, that in man's 
primitive condition magic was closely interwoven 
with a belief in gods and demons. That in some 
more recent examples of sympathetic magic the 
primitive elements of spiritual belief have dis- 
appeared, and nothing apparently * remains but 
the assumption that ' in nature one event follows 
another necessarily and invariably,' we may with 
certain limitations admit to be true. In some 
exponents of ' modern science ' we observe a similar 
process of the attrition of a belief in or recogni- 
tion of an ultimate Personal Cause which sustains 
•nature's unchanging harmony.' But without the 
assumption of a primitive belief in personal agen- 
cies, how can we explain the constant employ- 

*_We say 'apparently,' because missionaries from Central 
Africa, where magic abounds (we refer particularly to the Rev. 
Harry Johnson), have informed the present writer that natives 
are very reticent with regard to their beliefs as to what under- 
lies their practice. Moreover, belief in spirits they certainly 



ment of incuntations and of formula-, spoken or 
written, as well as the close relations which in 
ancient culture undoubtedly subsisted between 
magic and religion, the priest combining in his 
own person the normal functions of worship 
with those of soothsaying and magic? But our 
criticism does not in reality obscure the illumin- 
ating value of Frazer's statements, which we now 
cite. 

' Its fundamental conception is identical with that of modern 
science. Underlying the whole system is a faith, implicit but 
real and firm, in the order and uniformity of nature. The 
magician does not doubt that the same causes will always 
produce the same effect*, that the performance of the proper 
ceremony accompanied by the appropriate spell will inevitably 
be attended by the desired results, unless, indeed, his incanta- 
tions should chance to be thwarted and spoiled by the more 

Ktent charms of another sorcerer. . . . The fatal flaw of magic 
8 not in its general assumption of a succession of events • 
. . . but in its total misconceptions of the nature of . . . that 
succession ... In ancient Egypt the magicians claimed the 
power of compelling even the highest gods to do their bidding.' 
Hence arose a radical conflict between magic and religion. 
'The haughty self-sufficiency of the magician . . . and his 
unabashed claim to exercise sway could not but revolt the priest 
Sometimes, we may suspect, lower motives concurred to whet 
the edge of the priest's hostility. He professed to be the proper 
medium, the true intercessor between God and man, and no 
doubt his interests as well as bis feelings were often injured by 
a rival practitioner.' t 

We may here briefly advert to the prevalence of 
magic ana sorcery in ancient Greece and in ancient 
Greek settlements. Aristotle (Probl. xx. 34) refers 
to the superstition of the evil eye (/Scurrou-m and 
P&ffKaros, ftaffKavla through the 6<p0a\nds ko.kjs). This 
particularly affected children and cattle (Verg. 
Eel. iii. 103). Theocritus (Idyll, ii. throughout, 
and vi. 39) clearly proves how prevalent sorcery 
was in the beginning of the 3rd cent. B.C. A 
century earlier Plato (Rep. ii. 364 B) describes the 
wandering beggars and soothsayers who go about 
to rich men's doors persuading them that they 
have power from the gods to avenge any man on 
his enemies, and can induce the gods to do their 
bidding by certain enchantments and magic knots 
(^jra7oryar* nai Karadiafiois). Herodotus (in the 5th 
cent.), ii. 181, tells the story of Amasis, king of 
Egypt, who believed he had been spell-bound by 
his wife Ladica. The Greeks believed in and 
practised the magic KariSeanoi (na-raitou*) or knots 
as much as the Hebrews their "rjn (cf. Euripid. 
Medea, 1136-1230). 

These KariScanoi (Lat. dim) were inscribed on 
their leaden tablets or on strips of papyrus or 
talc (Tacitus-, Annals, ii. 69). The first actually 
known were discovered at Athens in 1811 by M, 
Fauvel. and two years later, in the public ceme- 
tery of the Pineus, by Mr. Dodwell. Recently they 
were found among the tombs in Cyprus (of the 
1st cent. A.D.). The character of the inscription 
or incantation which is scratched, is mainly as 
follows : ' I bind with this spell (KaraSw) So-and-so, 
his shop and all his property.' In the formula 
employed on one of the two Athenian leaden 
tablets the writer binds over his enemies by name 
to Hermes Cthonius, rij K&roxot, and Persephone. 
In the other we read : ' I bind over such-and-such 
persons to thee, Onesime.' Onesime may perhaps 
have been the occupant of the tomb where the 
tahlet was discovered. 

In addition to this method of writing the name 
of the enemy on a tablet and marking it with 
magical signs or characters, we have another, 

• We prefer to omit here all reference to ' law.' The belief of 
ancient magic in the uniformity of nature <*n only have been 
of a very partial and rudimentary kind, vi* in the limited sphere 
of magical practice. 

t Another contributing cause to the hostility of religion and 
of the priesthood towards magic was morally Justifiable. Magic 
and the popular faith in it armed the sorcerer with awful 

Cwers over his fellow-men. which he often used for unscrupu- 
is ends. Thus in early Rome we find a law in the Twelve 
Tables which forbids charming away a neighbours crops by 
incantations (excaniare). 
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vthich at once reminds us of Habylonia (cf. Magic). 
A waxen image of the obnoxious ]>erson was made 
and caused to melt away in order that that person 
might melt away likewise (sympathetic magic). 
Cf. Verg. Eel, viii. 80; Horace, Hat. L viii. 32; 
Theoc. Idyll, ii. 

There is good reason to suppose that these magic 
practices were introduced from Babylonia into 
Greece through Persia. /Eschylus and Sophocles 
show no trace of them, but Euripides alludes to 
the yjrjs and 4w<i>86s. In Antiphon (end of 5th 
cent.) we read of a love-potion or tpiXrpor, while 
Plato speaks of magicians (St/mp. 203 D) and of the 
Thessalian women who are saia to draw down the 
moon (Gorg. 513 A). 

Necromancy, or the special mode of obtaining 
aid or knowledge by the conjuration of the dead, 
was a form of divination and magic which may 
be appropriately treated under the head of sorcery, 
since the sorcerer or sorceress would likewise 
become the medium of communication with the 
departed spirit. Necromancy is a practice which 
is linked to the belief in the continued existence 
of spirits in the dark underworld or Sheftl. Hence 
among the ancient Greeks vticvla, or the summon- 
ing of the dead for interrogation about the future, 
l>ecame locally associated with caves and volcanic 
regions, where communication, it was supposed, 
would be easily established with the lower regions. 
Such a spot, called veKvoiiaineiov or yf/irxorofirtloy, 
was the lake Aomos in Thesprotian Epirus (Herod, 
v. £2), Lake Avernus in Campania, and Ta?narus 
in Laconia. There is, however, no clear proof that 
conjuration of the dead in Canaan was associated 
with any special spot. It seems rather to have 
been associated with the personality of the con- 
jurer than with special places. Nevertheless we 
might expect that caves or dark spots, and more 
especially sepulchres, would be selected by the 
Canaanite necromancers for the practice of their 
rites. 

The Heb. name for the spirit to whom the 
summons was given was 3'ik, a word which is prob- 
ably no other than that which is used in Job 
32'" for a skin-bag for holding water. The term 
would be applied to the spirit on account of the 
mysterious hollow sound which he was supposed 
to make, as though speaking from some hollow 
cavity.* This xk or spirit was considered to 
reside in the necromancer, who was for the time 
identified with it. The term properly used to 
describe the necromancer was Dirt "?H3, or for the 
female sorceress a'uc n^j. We might compare the 
o*9?? n^s of Nah 3 4 . aiK n"?i>3 is the term applied 
to the witch of Endor (1 ^ 28 7 ), who summons 
Samuel from his grave at the request of Saul 
(yv.m-M) and plays the part of clairvoyante as well. 

Another obscure term frequently combined with 
ata is and it is exceedingly difficult to say 
whether any actual distinction of meaning properly 
belonged to the use of either. The etymology of 
the latter M ord, corresponding to our English word 
wizard, suggests the divining function of the spirit 
inhabiting the necromancer, whereas d^k was rather 
a term which indicated the ventriloquizing and 
hollow tones of his utterance. The LaX usually 
render 2Stt or 'h Vys by iyyaar plpvdos, once (Is 19 3 ) 
by ix yrjs dtwvQv ; whereas 'jjy, which they hardly 

• This derivation is, however, disputed by Nowack and others. 
Hitxig, in hia Commentary (on Is 8>'->), connects it with the 

Arabic < » t ({.$. ' dl revertu* /nil), and thus regards H 

as meaning 'returning one.' CI. Baudissin, Stud, zur temit. 
lieiigionmjegeh. i. p. 143 footnote. On the whole, we agree with 
Dillin. on Lv 1931 that the connexion with 31K, ' bag,' is the 
most probable. The interpretation of the word as connected 
with 3-K, and as sijn if ying 'enemy (of God),' is the bast prob- 
able. 



understood, is variously rendered by Ttparocidnros, 
ixaotSos, and ytnao-r^i (yvuptorrp), and apparently in 
one instance (Is 19 3 ) by iyyaarpiixvOoi. In Dt 18" 
there is a curiously amplified phraseology which 
ought not to be pressed, viz. 'interrogator fixr) 
of the a'lK,' 'jjn:, and the 'inquirer of the dead* 
(□'narrV^t en'i). In this as in the preceding verse 
(v. 10 ) we have a fairlj' exhaustive pliraseology, but 
each term employed does not cover an altogether 
distinct conception, but is more or less a synonym. 

During the closing decades of the 8th cent., 
amid the dangers, apprehensions, and calamities 
occasioned by the Assyrian invasions, the people 
resorted in large numbers to these occult modes of 
inquiry. To this Isaiah refers in scathing terms 
of rebuke (8 ,9<r -). Instead of turning their faces 
heavenwards to Jehovah and to the words of the 
Torah committed to faithful prophets, many were 
saying in these degenerate days, 'Consult the 
conjurers of the dead and the necromancers, who 
chirp and whisper. Shall not a people inquire of 
their manes,* on behalf of the living, of the 
dead?'+ To this pitiful and degrnding appeal to 
popular superstition the prophet replies in tones of 
thunder : ' To the instruction and testimony ! ' 
The wide prevalence of necromantic practice is 
illustrated by a vivid simile employed by the same 
prophet. In a beautiful and graphic oracle (ch. 
29) Jerusalem is threatened with all the horrors 
soon to impend over the city in the siege of Sen- 
nacherib: ' And thou shalt lie prostrate, speaking 
from the earth, and from the dust shall thy speech 
sound low, and thy voice shall be like a ghost (aiic) 
from the earth, and from the dust shall thy speech 
twitter' (v.«). 

Thus the higher prophetic teaching was as 
hostile in its attitude towards necromancy as it 
was towards magio and soothsaying ; and this tone 
of reprobation is echoed in the stern penalties of 
death denounced against it in t he legislation. Dt 
18" (cf. 1 S 28"), Lv 19 s1 20«- 7 . The attitude of the 
teachers in the Talmud is not so uncompromising. 
Though they regarded it as the work of the devil, 
they believed in the validity of the art of necro- 
mancy [BerakhCth 59V», Shnbb. 1526). The dead 
can only be conjured in the first year after burial. 
It is said of Rah that he even himself inquired of 
the dead (Baba viszia 1076). 

Literature.— This has been indicated throughout this article. 
On Jewish magic B!au's work is the main authority. On Greek 
magic consult Warre -Cornish's Concise Diet, of Greek and 
Rinnan Antiq., ' Superstitio ' ; and Miss Mocdonold in PSBA, 
vol. xiii. (Feb. 8, 1891), art. 'Inscriptions relating to Horeery ia 
Cyprus.' In this instructive art. there are useful citations from 
Wesscly's Griechisehe Zauberpapyri. A good illustration it 
given of a recipe for a marmi—rf*»( taken from his edition of 
Papyrus Anastasi in the British Museum. On the subject of 
magic in general Frazer's Golden Rough* should be consulted, 
and A. Lang in Fortnijhtly llev. Feb. and April 1901. The litera- 
ture has been indicated already in art. Maoic, by reference to 
the exhaustive list in Schiirer, GJ iii. pp. 300-304. 

Owen C. Whitkhouse. 
SORE. — This word is used freely in AV as adj., 
subst., or adverb. 

The Anglo-Saxon adj. tdr, meaning 'painful,' develop* a 
subst. tdr, meaning ' a sore,' as that whk-h caused the pain ; 
from this subst. another adj. was formed, »drig, in the sense of 
* sad.' Sdr became in later Eng. 'sore,' as Mn became ' bone,' 
hAm ' borne,' etc. Stfrv; became ' sorry,' the double r being a 
mistake, due to a fancied connexion with the subst 'sorrow.' 
Between 'sorry' and 'sorrow' (Anglo-Sax. $org) there is no 
etymological connexion. 

Thus the adj. comes first, and its primary mean- 
ing is painful, which is the only sense it now 
retains. Job 5 18 ' For he maketh sore, and bindeth 
up' (2'K?:, LXX &\yeiv irot«). But this literal 
meaning is rare, the word having early adopted 

• Comp. the similar use of DvfS? in 1 8 28". 
t These verses (i.e. >»■ *>) are without adequate reason declared 
by Duhm and Cheyne to be non-lsaianic. 
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the tig. sense of severe, grievous. The transition 
may be illustrated from Shaks. Tempest, v. i. 288— 

' Steph. — O touch me not ; I am not Stephano, but a cronip. 
PrZt. — You'd be king o' the isle, sirrah? 
Steph.—l should have been a sore one, then ' — 

where there is a play on the word. 

Is 27 1 ' In that day the Lord with his sore and 
great and strong sword shall punish leviathan' 
(.T^Kita-my, LXX tV /idxcupav ttjv ayiav) ; Ezk 14 21 
'when I send my four sore judgments upon Jeru- 
salem' (O'jrj?, LXX rit vovypds) ; Wis 10 ,J * In a 
sore conflict she gave him the victory' [iyZva. 
loxvp'j*) ; He 10*" 'Of how much sorer punishment, 
suppose ye, shall he he thought worthy?' (voaif 
Xfiporoi). Even when the reference is to suffering 
or disease, 'sore' almost always means severe 
rather tl:an literally painful, as Dt 28 M 'With a 
sore botch ' (jn. I'nfS). Ci'. Udall, Erasmus, i. 20, 
' Making the law more heavy and sore ' ; Taverner's 
Bible, 3 Mac 3 h *> d, »* • The kyng maketh a sore 
decree ' ; Lk 15 14 Rhem. ' And after he had spent 
al, there fel a sore famine in that countrie ' [\tfibs 
lexvp'j*)- In the passage just quoted Tindale and 
others have merely ' great ' ( AV and I4V ' mighty '), 
and it is probable that the word ' sore' itself often 
means no more than that. Cf. Is 24 18 Gov. * The 
earth shal geve a greate crack, it shal have a sore 
ruyne, and take an horrible fall.' But this is 
most frequently seen in the adverb. 

The adv. 'sore' ('sorely' occurs twice) never 
means in AV lit. 'painfully,' often, however, 
severely, grievously* as 1 S l 8 ' And her adversary 
also provoked her sore ' (osro» an-jy n^M^i) ; Mt 17" 
'He is lunatick, and sore vexed' (k<lkQs xdcrx", 
KV ' suffereth grievously '). But the usual mean- 
ing is greatly, exceedingly (Germ, sehr), as Is 38 a = 
2 K 20* ' Hezekiah wept sore' (^>vij '5? vvp|ri nan, 
LXX lK\avtrtf 'Efexfaj K\av6/ufi neyd\<p). The adv. 
"ika in Heb. is often tr 4 ' sore,' and <r<p!>8pa occa- 
sionally (1 Mac 2" G 8 9 s8 Iff 3 , Mt 17") in Greek. 
Cf. Chaucer, Prologue, 148— 

' Of sroale houndes had she, that she fedde 
With roested flesh, or milk and wastel-breed. 
But sore weep she if oon of hem were deed, 
Or if men smoot it with a yerde snierte.' 

The phrase 'lie sore on' occurs in Jg 14". See 
LlR in vol. ii. p. 113. 

The subst. occurs rarely : Lv 13 45 *, Ps 38" (y?j 
a plague-spot) ; Ps 77 a ' My sore ran in the night' 
(.-rjy RV ' my hand was stretched out ') ; Is l 6 
'wounds and bruises and putrifying sores' (n^j 
app RV ' festering sores,' RVm ' fresh stripes ') ; 
Lk 16*> « full of sores' (elXicfc^ot) ; 16», Rev 16 2 - 11 

(t\Kot). J. Hastings. 

SOREK, The Valley of (piMr Sgj ; B *AX<rwpi)x,t 
A Xtin&ppovt 2wpi)x ; vallis So-rec). — The valley or 
icddy (Heb. na/ial) in which Delilah lived (Jg 16*). 
Eusebius and Jerome (Onom.) connect the valley 
with Capharsorec, a village to the north of 
Eleutheropolis and near Saraa (2a<f/>), that is, 
Zorah (Surah), the home of Samson's father. 
Capharsorec is now Khurbet SurS/c, to the north of 
Wddy Surdr, which is identified with ' the valley 
of Sorek,' and not far from Sur'ah. 

The Wddy Surdr is one of the great features of 
Southern Palestine. It rises to the N. of Jerus., 
near Bireh (Beeroth), and, running between Ncby 
Samwil and Jerus., passes Kulonieh and 'A in 
Kdrim. It now becomes deep and narrow, and 
below 'Akiir is joined by Wddy es-Sikkeh, which 
rises in the valley of Rephaim, close to Jerusalem, 
and passes Bittir. North of Khurbet. 'Erma (one of 
the sites proposed for Kiriath-jearim) it becomes a 

* In the Scotch Liturgy ' sore ' is changed into ' grievously ' in 
the ' Communion '— ' whereas you offend God so sore in refusing 
this holy banquet.' 

t The 'AX- probably represents the last part of N« x «a. 



narrow gorge with precipices on its northern side, 
and, a little lower, it emerges from the hill-country 
of Judah and enters the Shephelah, or lowland. 
Here, in a fertile well-watered basin, it is joined 
by W ddy Ghurab, which, after passing Kuryet el- 
'Enab (another proposed site for Kiriath-jearim), 
runs in from the N.W., and by Wddy en-Najil, 
which comes from the south. On the northern 
slopes of the basin are Zorah and Eshtaol, and 
between them ' the camp of Dan ' (Mahaneh-dan), 
the early home and burial-place of Samson (Jg 13^ 
16 31 ). On the southern slope is Beth-shemesh ('A in 
Shems), prettily situated above the rich cornfields, 
and commanding a fine view down the broad fertile 
valley which runs past the vineyards of Timnath, 
Makkedah, and Jabneel to the sea. 

The ' valley of Sorek ' offers an easy and natural 
line of approach to Jerus. and the highlands of 
Judah. The Philistines followed it in the days of 
the Judges and of David ; up it the kine, lowing 
as they went, dragged the cart with the ark to 
Beth-shemesh ; and, at the present day, it is 
followed by the railway from Jaffa to Jerusalem. 
In or near the basin, according to several authori- 
ties, were fought the battles in which the ark was 
taken by the Philistines, and in which the Philis- 
tines were defeated by Samuel (1 S 7). 

In Hebrew the word sorek means a particular 
kind of vine, which produced a purple grape, and 
' the valley of Sorek ' may have derived its name 
from tho growth of this vine in the vineyards that 
covered its slopes (PEF Mem. iii. 53 ; G. A. Smith, 
HGHL21SK ; Conder, Tent- Work, i. 172). 

C. W. Wilson. 

SOSIPATER (2e*rJiraTpoT, Sosipater).— In Ro 16" 
called a kinsman of St. Paul, i.e. a Jew, and joined 
with him in greetings at the close of the Epistle". 
The name is the same as Sopater (Ac 20 4 ), and 
the two may be identical, as Jason, another of 
those mentioned in Ro l& 21 , may be identical with 
the Jason of Thessalonica (Ac 17 5 ) ; two Mace- 
donian Christians might naturally be with St. 
Paul at Corinth. The name Sosipater occurs in 
the well-known inscription of Thessalonica (CIG 
ii. 1967) giving a list of Politarchs, as also does that 
of Secunous (Ac 20 4 ). For later traditions see 
Acta Sanctorum, June vol. v., June 25, p. 4. 

A. C. Hkadlam. 

SOSTHENES {ZuxtiWvt?;). — A name occurring 
twice in the NT, but under circumstances which 
leave it doubtful whether it denotes one or two 
persons. 1. In Ac 18 17 , when the Jews at Corinth 
rose against St. Paul and brought him to the 
tribunal of Gallio, the proconsul of Achaia, and 
the latter, refusing to be a judge in questions of 
their law, dismissed them from his bar, we learn 
that 'they all,' i.e. the bystanders or assembled 
crowd, 'laid hold on Sosthenes, the ruler of the 
synagogue, and beat him before the judgment- 
seat, without interference on the part of Gallio, 
who, in his indifference to Jewish disputes, gave 
himself no concern. In the best critical texts the 
word ' all ' (irdpTts) stands without any defining 
noun, which has accordingly been supplied by the 
insertion, in some MSS, of an explanatory gloss, 
either ol 'loyBdioi, as though the assailants were the 
Jews, visiting the failure of their complaint on the 
head of their own leader, or oftener and more 
feasibly oi "EXX17MS, the (predominantly) Greek on- 
lookers. Sosthenes, described as ' ruler of the 
synagogue' (which see), was doubtless the chief 
representative and mouthpiece of the complainants. 
He was probably the successor in office of Crispus, 
who had become a convert to Christianity (Ac 18 e ). 
The theory of Chrysostom, which identifies him 
with Crispus, and ascribes his maltreatment to his 
being a Christian, is wholly arbitrary ; anil hardly 
less so are the conjectures that he had been a 
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colleague in 'rule' with Crispus (see 'rulers' in 
the plural, Ac 13"), or had presided over another 
synagogue. 

2. In 1 Co 1' Sosthenes stands alongside of St. 
Paul in the inscription of the Epistle. He is simply 
designated as ' the brother,' which would seem to 
imply that his person and Christian standing were 
well lcnown to the readers of the letter. He has 
been often identified with the synagogal ruler of 
Ac 18, who is assumed to have become a convert in 
the interval ; but such an assumption is arbitrary, 
when the name was, confessedly, a common one ; 
and St. Paul's associate was now at Ephesus, not 
at Corinth. Many have assumed him to be the 
apostle's amanuensis in the Epistle, to which he 
appends an autograph salutation (16 s1 ); but he 
must have been something more than a mere 
amanuensis to be thus honourably co-ordinated in 
the superscription. Later tradition represented 
him as having been one of the seventy disciples, 
and as having become subsequently bishop of 
Colophon. William P. Dickson. 

SOSTRATUS (A ZJxrrparot, V 26<rrpaTot).— The 
overnor of the citadel (6 ri)j iKpoxjXtus tirapxoi) at 
erusalem, who in vain demanded, on behalf of 
An t ux bus Epiphanes, the money which Menebtus 
had promised to pay on being raised to the high 
priesthood in place of Jason, 2 Mac 4 27 P*' 1 *. 

BOTH (njto and ^b).— The eponyra of a family of 
'Solomon's servants,' who returned with Zerub- 
babel, Ezr 2 M (B Zarei, A and Luc. S«rai)=Neh 7" 
(BA Zovret, Luc. Swrai). 

> SOUL is throughout a great part of the Bible 
simply the equivalent of 'life' embodied in living 
creatures. In the earlier usage of the OT it has 
no reference to the later philosophicitl meaning — 
the animating principle, still less to the idea of an 
'immaterial nature' which will survive the body. 
' A living soul ' in Genesis and other records is 
simply an ' animated being,' and the word is ap- 
plied equally to the lower animals and to man. 
When tl le life is emphasized as human, it signifies 
life in the individual. This meaning it takes 
especially when f i<x^, is put in contrast with 
rn, Tffvua, ' spirit,' which then comes to signify 
tin prinrij)le of life. In this way 'soul' acquires 
more precisely the idea of the individual life in 
man, the Self, the Ego, although it may denote 
other aspects of man than the intellectual, and, 
in fact, is sometimes equivalent to 'heait' as 
well as to ' mind ' (see analysis below). In the 
NT the emphasis on the personality becomes most 
marked in such sayings of our Lord as Mt 10* 1 - * 
Mk 8» 

The following is an analysis (abridged from Oxf. Heb. Lex.) of 
the linage of the Hcb. terms for ' soul ' : — 

1. e*yj nepheth, lit. 'that which breathes,' 'the breathing 
substance or being * = -i-vxi, anima (opp. butar, ' flesh ' | L)t 12*', 
Is 10'fJ. or beten, 'body 1 [Ps 31">|); its source of life is the 
nMimath hayylm breathed into the nostrils of its baniir by God 
(On 2'), in virtue of which man (ib.) becomes a nejihenh haiimih 
(this expression elsewhere always of animals, (In \m.'U.3'i 913, 
1 3 >« (all P), Kzk 47» ; cf. nejiheth hahaynah in On 1"' »'« (both 
P), Lv liio. 40 (11)1. The life of the nejilieth resides in the l.lood 
(On fH s , Dt 12«. 44, Lv 17M. II. 1*14). Sepheth is used for life 
ittelf, 171 t., either (a) of animals Pr 12'0, or (/<) of man On 44' fl , 
Ex 21H Lv 24" et al. : hence e>j} nyn = ' smite mortally' Gn 
37«>, IH 198-11, j er 4014. 18 T ; 'j npi> 'take away life' 1 K 19*, 
Jon 43, Ps 31", Pr 1» t ; mjp p?J S'xn ' deliver life from 
death' Jos 2", Ps 33>» 5fi» T ; '3 0^18 10", 2 8 196?««ffr, 
1 K I" &«, Jer 48« SI* «, Erk 83*. Am 81*. i», Ps S9«' llf.4 f ; 

.T39 ' redeem life ' 2 8 4», 1 K 1», Ps 342* 49"« 55>» 71*' t ; 
'lT# 'kwP lile' Ps 25*> 07W j h 28, Pr 133 ion iQifl 22*1. 
Xepheth, as the essential of man, stands for the man himtielf, 
anil may thus paraphrase the personal pronouns, twp. in poetry 
and ornate discourse : e.g. ',rj='me'(Gn 40« Nu 23'°, Jg 10">, 
La 3^»), ij/C-J-'lhec' (Is 43* 613"), etc. ; or it may represent i 



the reflexive 'self: e.g. 'myself (Job V*), 'thyself (Dt 4»\ 
' himself ' (1 8 IS 1 S 20'') ; or it stands for ' person,' ' individual 
(cf. Eng. 'souls,' esp. in enumerations or collective expres- 
sions), Lv 24", Nu 31», Dt 10'<u 24" ; and is used even of 
deceased persons, with (Nu 08, Lv 21"), or (more usually) 
without (Nu 6" A" 98-7 19" >», Lv 19» 21« 22*. Hag 2i«X n?. 
Sepheth is largely used for the teat of the appetitet ; e.g. 
"W1 3 ' hungry soul ' Ps lo7», Pr 277 ; in Is 5>« it is said that 
' Sheol enlarged her appetite ' (a^rj 3'rnn); similarly it is the 
teat of emotion* aid pattion* : e.g. 'i ."irnK 'soul desires' (IX 
12* 14*. l 8 218, 2 8 3*', 1 K 11", Job 23'»,' Pr 1S« 21»°, Mic 7') ; 
3 rhjj 'soul abhorreth' (Lv 26" >»• *>• 4J, j er 14»); 'a "?? 
' bitter of soul ' (Jg lh*», 2 8 17», Job 3*>, Pr 318). when used 
with U'.ihabh, ' heart ' (in I)), n*phe*h is assimilated in meaning 
to it, so as to include intellect and will as well as feeling {e.g. 
Dt 4» 2fli8, 1 K 8«, 2 K 2**). 8ee Heabt. 

2. fiyu, tr. in AVof Job 30'S 'soul,' means ' nobility ' (RVm), 
i.e. 'honour' (RV). S. fT^jty, lit. 'breath,' is once in EV (Is 
S7 18 ) tr. ' soul.' It is used in the same absolute way in Joa 10*° 
and Ps 1608 (both •T^irH?? ' every breathing being - ). 

The LXX and NT -fax* follows very closely the above usages 
of nepheth (see Crenier or Grimm, t.v.). 

The development of a double expression for 
man's inner life (if/vxt, wveG/ia) gives throughout 
the whole Bible a usage which is often not much 
more than a vague parallelism, as, e.g., in Is 26*, 
Lk I* 6 - « Ph l 2 ' (RV). It undoubtedly, however, 
contains a hint everywhere of the antithesis be- 
tween the life-principle and the individual life. 
Where the two are set side by side, as in He 4", 
the actual relation subsisting "between the 4 soul ' 
and its life - principle ('spirit') is brought into 
view. While in the older language of the Gospels 
o-w/ia and ^«<xi) appear as the two constituent parts 
of human nature (Mt 10*), there is in the Pauline 
usage a threefoldness : t6 rveupxt the Divine life- 
principle, ij ^vx4 the individual life in which the 
Tvcv/xa is manifested, to aupu the material organism 
vivified by the ^xt) (1 Th 5 a ). 

Where the most distinct antithesis occurs is in 
the use of the adjective psychic or soulish (^irxucfe). 
In the only places in which yf/vxixit occurs in OT 
(Jxeek (2 Mac 4" 7 14 s *) it means ' hearty.' [In 4 Mac 
l 3J something more purely psychological is meant, 
but this is hardly biblical "Greek]. In the NT 
another interest comes in. In the six instances 
where if/vx iK <n occurs (not wholly Pauline), an 
altogether new antithesis is introduced. What 
is natural or human in the ^vx4 is contrasted with 
what is Divine and divinely given in the rwevfia 
dtov. So that \f/vxiK6% has acquired a meaning 
almost equivalent to ' carnal ' or ' sensual,' by 
which latter word it is twice rendered in AV. 
But since the rveu,xa and xvevpariKot, with which it 
is contrasted, is the Divine spirit in regeneration, 
it seems fair to render ^uxikAs 'natural' as AV 
does in four of these places, and RVm in the other 
two (see 1 Co 2" ID"*****, Ja 3 18 , Jude >»). Thus 
Christ ianity has enriched this word ^«x«t;4t, adding 
to its psychological sense an ethical or even a 
theological significance. 

Additional NT instances of the use of fi^ij in 
composition are Aif/vxa ' soulless,' or ' lifeless,' 1 Co 
14 7 ; ffiip.yf'i-x 01 ' °f one accord,' Ph 2* ; lafyvxw 
' like-minded,' Ph 2™ ; Styvxm ' double-minded,' 
Ja l 8 4 s . See also art. PSYCHOLOGY. 

J. Laidlaw. 

S0UTH.-Sce Negeb. 
80W.— See Swine. 

SOWER, SOWING.— See Agriculture 

SPAIN (ZxaWa).— The S.W. peninsula of Europe 
was known to the Greeks a« 'Eo-i-epia or 'IjSnpi'a, the 
latter name being derived from the river *I/Ji»p (the 
modern Ebro). The Roman name was Hispania. 
The information of the Greeks about the country 
was somewhat vague. Gibraltar was one of the 
Pillars of Hercules, and Herodotus (iv. 8) speaks 
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of (Jades (nSttpa) as lying beyond these. Spain 
liad been colonized in very early times by the 
Phoenicians. Stral.o (I. iii. 2) refers to settlements 
beyond the Pillars of Hercules soon after the 
Trojan war. The country first conies into the 
clear light of history in connexion with its con- 
quest by the Carthaginians, a Phoenician people, 
between B.C. 237 and 218. In the second Punic 
war (D.c. 218-205) the Romans conquered that 
portion of Spain which had been subdued by 
Cartilage, and divided it into Ifispania citcrior 
and Hispania ulterior, the Ebro being the boundary 
lietween the two. The northern and western 
parts of the peninsula remained unsubdued, and 
the conquest of them proceeded only gradually. 
It was greatly advanced by the operations of 
Pompey and Cresar, and was finally completed 
under Augustus, who divided the country into 
three provinces, Baiticam the south, Tarraconensis 
in the north, and Lnsitania (the modern Portugal) 
in the west. The first-named province was sena- 
torial, and the other two were imperial. 

The mineral wealth of Spain is greater and more 
varied than that of any other country in Europe. 
Copper, lead, and quicksilver are abundant, and 
silver and gold are also found. It was the mines 
of Spain which gave the country its chief value 
for its ancient colonists and conquerors. 

The river Bartis (Guadalquivir), and also the 
surrounding country, had the name Taprrjffcroi, 
which was derived from that of the inhabitants 
(Tvrti) (Herod, iv. 152; Strabo, ill. ii. lift - .). 
With this locality the rv-ip of the Hebrews is 
generally identified (but see Tarshish). 

The other Scripture references to Spain are few, 
and in all of them ZiraWa, a form of the Roman 
name, takes the place of the older Greek ones. 
1 Mac 8 s refers to the Roman conquest, and to the 
acquisition of the gold and silver mines. On his 
third Missionary Journey the Apostle Paul formed 
the purpose of extending his evangelistic labours 
into the lands west of Greece. In writing to 
the Corinthians from Macedonia he indicated his 
intention of preaching the gospel in ' the parts 
beyond' them (2 Co 10") ; and in writing a little 
later from Corinth to Rome he explained his pur- 
pose as specially including Italy and Spain (Ro 
Iff"-"), whether he ever carried out this inten- 
tion as regards Spain is a matter of much dispute, 
and the question is important only from its con- 
nexion with that of the authenticity of the 
Pastoral Epistles. St. Paul certainly did not 
visit Spain before his first Roman imprisonment. 
On the hypothesis of his liberation and second 
imprisonment he may have done so at a later 
time. The Pastoral Epistles themselves only refer 
to his journeyings in the- eastern part of the 
Mediterranean ; but if the fact of his liberation be 
admitted, credence may be given to the statement 
of Clement of Rome (1st Ep. i. 4), that the apostle, 
l>efore his martyrdom, preached the gospel * to 
the extremity of the west' [M rb r4pp.a tt?$ Svatun). 
Clement's expression naturally suggests Spain, 
and the Muratorian Canon shows that the apostle's 
visit to Spain was an accented tradition of the 
Church before the end of the 2nd cent. It says 
that Luke in the narrative of the Acts omits 
' profect ionem Pauli ab urbe ad Spaniam proficis- 
centis' (see Paul, vol. iii. p. 714»). See, further, 
Lightfoot, Clement, I.e., and Biblical Essays, 423 ft*. , 
where the whole of the evidence is collected. 

Jamks Patrick. 

SPAN.— See Weights and Measures. 

SPARROW (-to* zippCr).— There is only one 
passnge where the context makes it reasonably 
certain that the house sparrow is intended by 
f'tppCr (Ps 84* [LXX oTpovQiov], where AV and 
vol. iv.— 39 



RV both tr. ' sparrow).' The 'zippCr alone upon a 
housetop' (Ps 102 7 [LXX wicrtKopal-]) may also be 
this bird. It is true that this is one of the most 
gregarious of birds, and that it is usually seen in 
Targe flocks, flitting from branch to branch, and 
from the ground to the roofs of houses and stables. 
But it happens sometimes that a single bird 
perches alone on a branch or on the roof. The 
fact of its generally sociable habits would make 
this the more phenomenal and illustrative of the 
loneliness of the psalmist. The attempt to identify 
it with the blue thrush Petrocossyphns cyaneus, 
Boie, is strained. If it does not refer to a solitary 
house sparrow, it is probably intended to indicate 
any small solitary bird. In addition to the above 
two passages, RV tr. zippCr ' sparrow,' in Pr 26 a 
[LXX tpvta], unhappily, for the sparrow never 
wanders. Elsewhere in the 40 or more passages 
where it occurs, loth Eng. VSS render it by 
'bird' or 'fowl.' In some of these passages it is 
doubtless generic for small birds, corresponding to 
the Arab, 'tts/iir (Job 41 s [LXX 6pveov], Ps ll 1 
[LXX (rrpovdiov], etc.). It is also used for such 
birds as are caught by fowlers (Pr 6* 7°, Am 3 s 
[LXX in all three tpvcov]), which would exclude 
the house sparrow, as it is notoriously far too 
cunning to be so taken. The Arabs have a pro- 
verb, 'the duri (house sparrow) cannot be taken 
with bird-lime,' applying it to persons who are too 
shrewd to be entrapped by guile. ZippCr is also 
used generically for birds, and even for birds of 
prey (Ezk 39 17 , see Fowl). The meaning of the 
Heb. root to twitter or chirp, which caused its 
original application to the passerines, has been 
overlooked in this broader application. The con- 
siderable number of LXX renderings shows this. 
The NT arpovOLov (Mt 10 29 , Lk 12" 7 ) refers to the 
sparrow Passer domcstiens, L., or two closely allied 
species, P. Italica, Vieill., the Italian sparrow, and 
P. hispaniolensis, Temm., the Spanish sparrow. The 
latter is found in great abundance in the Jordan 
Valley, where it breeds in Zizyphus bushes. The 
house sparrow is so familiar that any allusion to 
its habits would be superfluous. G. E. Post. 

SPARTA.— See Lacedaemonians. 

SPEAR. — The spear of antiquity was a near 
relation of the sword. The primitive knife might 
be fitted with a short handle and become a sword 
proper, or be mounted on a pole and become a 
spear ; hence possibly the doubt whether the 
pop.tpv.la. (see Sword) was a sword or a spear. 




BB01KE 8PEAR-11EAD PROM TILL EL-BEST (LACHlBll). 

(By kind permission of the PEF). 

The spear-head was of flint or bronze (see the 
illustrations in Bliss, Mound of many Cities, pp. 
36, 37) or of iron (IS 17 7 ; Bliss, pp. 106, 107). 
Egyptian spears (perhaps only for hunting and 
fishing) have been found made of wood throughout. 

Difl'erent kinds of spears were : — 1. The javelin 
(rtr» kidon) : RV of Jos a 1 "- 18 (AV 'spear') ; 1 S 17 6 
(AV 'target'); v.« (AV 'shield'); Jer 8 a (EV 
« spear ') : 50« ( AV ' lance ') ; Job 39 a ( AV ' shield ') ; 
41-»mJ (RV ' the rushing of the javelin ' ; AV ' the 
shaking of a spear'). This weapon was for casting. 
In the Heb. Sirac h (46 2 ) hitlCn preserves the refer- 
ence to Jos 8 18 , which is lost in the Gr. i>op.<pala, (EV 
' sword '). 
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2. The lance (n?S romah, cf. Arab, rtimh), perhaps 
a lighter weapon than the spear proper. In 1 K 
18 28 romah is tr 4 in AV 'lancets' ('lancers' in the 
earlier editions). See, further, Driver's note on 
Jl 3 10 . 

3. The spear (proper)— once a tr. of pp lay in (2 S 
2l ia , where H. P. Smith accepts the emendation 

lobkd 'helmet'); generally, however, the 
rendering of n*jq h&nith. This (heavy) spear was 
used probably in close array, when an army was 
drawn up shield touching shield, and with spears 
at the charge to repel a threatened attack. From 
this array champions advanced to issue their 
challenges ( 1 S IT'-"* a ), ami back to it upon occasion 
they retreated. In Ps 35" * the Psalmist seems to 
think of himself as such a champion defeated and 
retiring. The h&nith was used by Saul (1 S 22 s ) as 
a ' sceptre * (03? shebhet, the shepherd's staff). * The 
cutting up of the spear (Ps 46 M ) is a sign of the end 
of war. The two parts of the spear were the 
'stall'' or butt (ry '<> 'wood,' 1 S 17 7 jf\irr ; 2 S 
2l n ; or fx hex 'arrow' or 'shaft,' 1 S 17 7 Kethibh) 
and the ' head ' [n$2 lahebheth or 3D^ lahabh 
'flame,' Job 39*). 

In NT 'spear' represents \6yxv (Jn 19 s * [the only 
occurrence], Vulg. laneea). In Jn 19* 9 F. Field 
(Notes on the Translation of the NT, pp. 106-108) 
points out that voowiry TrtpiBirret corresponds with 
the vtptOtlt Ka\&fj.y of Mt 2T 48 ; accordingly, re- 
viving an old conjecture, he suggests wrcy xe/x- 
Otvrts, 'putting [a sponge] upon a spear' (va<rjs = 
pUum) ; certainly ' a sponge upon hyssop ' is a 
difficult phrase to explain. 

W. Emery Barnes. 

SPEARMEN.— 1. Incorrectly for aft kuneA,' reeds,' 
in the phrase rua n;n hayyath icaneh, ' the company 
of spearmen,' Ps 68* [67"] A V (similarly Pr. Bk.)"; 
EV ' the wild beast of the reeds' [LXX rott Or/plait 
rod KaX&fiov], i.e. probably the crocodile or the 
hippopotamus (cf. Job 40-' fas the symbol of Egypt. 
2. For JeftoXdjSow (Ac 23° EV ; Vulg. lanceani), 
Lachmann, following cod. A and the Peshitta 
(| 1 i SO ■ P «_»,-•), reads here SctiopSXovt, 'right- 
handed slingers.' E. Egli (ZWTh xxvii. pp. 20, 21 ) 
proposes to take the word in a passive sense ($«$«>- 
\afitn, sir. proparoxytone, 'recta captus'), 'left- 
handed slingers ' (cf. Jg 20 w ). See Blass, in lor. 

W. Emery Barnes. 

SPECKLED BIRD. — Jer 12 9 (only). If the MT 
of this passage (rr]?y, 3'3p o:B0 ,l ? T^qj K«> o:yn) is 
correct, the tr. can hardly be other than ' Is mine 
heritage unto me (i.e. to my sorrow, a dativus 
ethieus [Cheyne, ad loc.]) (as) a speckled bird of 
prey? Are (the) birds of prey against her round 
about?' (so, substantially, RV). The people of 
Israel is compared to a bird of prey, just as, on 
account of its hostility to Jehovah, it is compared 
in v." to a lion. But as a speckled (V3>, cf. Jg 5*) 
bird attracts the hostile attention of other birds 
(Tac. Ann. vi. 28; Suet. Casar, 81; Pliny, HN 
x. 19), Israel becomes a prey to the heathen (so 
Cheyne, Renew, et at.). Cornill (in SHOT) alters 
the text slightly, changing 'S into '3 (originally 
proposed by Gra'f) and pointing the n of the second 
D"yi as the art. instead of the interrogative particle. 
This does not seriously affect the tr., which would 
now be ' Is my heritage a speckled bird of prey, 
that the birds of prey are against her round about ? ' 
It need scarcely be said that the rendering ' mine 
heritage is unto me the ravenous hynna' (see art. 
HYjENA) cannot lie obtained from the present text. 
It is a fair question, however, whether the MT is 
correct. The LXX has, B <rw^\atop valvrii (' hyama's 
den,'? = y3> my?), A relator XyvrZy ('robber's 
den '). Siegfried - Stade suggest yiy rtffV) ' torn 
(prey) of the hya-na.' J. A. SELBIE. 

• Cf. Pausanias, ix. 40. 11, where it is said that Agamemnon's 
ancestral «*tt^«» was also railed itfiu. 



SPELT.-See Ryk. 

SPICE, SPICES.— Three Heb. words are so 
translated in OT. 1. 0*95 sammtm. This is a 
generic word (perh. loan-word from Arabic) for 
odoriferous substances. It is used alone in Ex 
3U 8 * (LXX iSvfffMTa), and with rrpp IcetCreth= 
'incense' in Ex 30 7 (avvdertn) 40 27 , Lv 4 7 16 ,s , 
Nu 4" etc. (ai5f^«r« = ' composition'). In the first 
passage cited is a list of three of the substances 
included under this heading. Of these, two are 
known, galbanum, a gum resin, and onyeha, the 
operculum of a Strombus: for the third see 
Stacte. 

2. ojp? bdsum (Ca 5 1 RVm ' balsam,' LXX ipu- 
ndra), Qipa bosem, oya bvtem, pi. o*p^a bitdmim. A 
list of some of the aroiuatics included under this 
generic name is given in Ex 30** (LXX vSto/tara) : 
myrrh, cinnamon, calamus, and cassia, and with 
two of them, cinnamon and calamus, besem and 
bosem are construed as adjectives, to denote sweet- 
ness. Such are spoken of as a sign of wealth (2 K 
20 1S , 2 Ch 32"), and were given as tokens of royal 
favour (1 K 10* etc.). They were objects of com- 
merce (Ezk 27 s3 ). Asa was laid in a bed of spices 
(2 Ch 16" AV; RV 'sweet odours'). Some have 
supposed that the expression ' and they made a 
very great burning for him ' indicates that Asa 
was cremated. As the previous part of the verse 
says, however, that they buried him in the 
sepulchre, and laid him in a bed of spices, the 
better explanation of the burning is that it was a 
liontire in his honour. Such tires are favourite 
expressions of popular enthusiasm on feast days in 
Bible lands. Spices were s'ored in the temple 
(1 Ch 9'-*), and used for the purifying of women 
( Est 2™ Ca 4 10 etc.). ' Mountains of spices ' (Ca 8") 
may refer to the hillsides around Jerusalem, where 
were Solomon's Botanical Gardens, containing 
beds of spices (5 13 6 s ). Besem and bosem may 
have signified originally the same as their Arab, 
cognate bashdm = the Balsam of Mecca tree, Bat- 
samodendron Opobalsamum, Kth., which is defined 
in the Arab, lexicons as ' a certain kind of odor- 
iferous tree, of sweet taste, the leaves of which, 
pounded and mixed with henna, blacken the hair.' 
This confines it to a single tree or group of trees 
(see Balm). But the analysis of the use of bosem 
and besem given above, with the fact that a special 
word zvri is used for Mecca Balsam, makes it 
evident that these two words are not to be taken 
in any such restricted sense, but to be understood 
generally of aromatics, which would be a better 
translation than that of our Eng. VSS 'spices.' 

3. nk3| nUkSth. This was a substance or sub- 
stances carried by the Ishniaelite traders from 
Gilead to Egypt (Gn. 37 s8 ), and of which Jacob 
sent some as a present to Joseph (43"). It is asso- 
ciated in both passages with balm and ladanum 
(see artt. on these words), and, in the latter, 
with honey, pistachio nuts, and almonds, which 
were products of Gilead proper. Some have sup- 
posed nik'/lh to be the same as the Arab, nakt'ath 
or nakdath. This is defined as a plant similar to 
the turthith. The latter is defined by Avicenna 
as—' Pieces of rotten wood, with an astringent 
taste ... it is said that they are brought from 
the desert. Its medicinal properties are astringent ' 
(ii. 183). The plant is defined in the dictionaries 
as ' a slender, oblong plant, inclining to redness, 
serving as a stomachic, included among medicines 
... a plant of the sands, similar to a fungus . . . 
having no leaves.' This corresponds, with con- 
siderable accuracy, to the characteristics of Cyno- 
morium eoerineum, L., a parasitic, leathery plant, 
of the order Balanoj>horaeeas, with a crimson, 
club-shaped spadix, 3-4 in. long, and 4 in. to 1 in. 

i thick, borne on a cylindrical stalk, it grows in 
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Band on the coast, and in the salt marshes of the 
interior. We have been unable to find in the 
Arab, dictionaries sufficient authority for the tr. 
• gum tragacanth' (RVm Gn 3T a ) for naka'ath 
and nakaath. Moreover, the tragacanth bears 
no resemblance to the above description of the 
turthith. It has also a special name kethird, 
which is defined as ' a liquid exuding from a tree 
in the mountains of Beirnt and Lebanon.' This is 
undoubtedly the gum tragacanth, which exudes 
from a number of the mountain species of Astra- 
galus in Syria and other parts of the Orient as 
A. gummifer, Lab., A. echinus, DC, etc. The 
genus Astragalus is represented by over 120 
sj>ecies in Palestine and Syria. We are inclined to 
reject the idea of any connexion between nakaath, 
naki'ath, and nckoth. If by the former two were 
meant the Cynomorium coccineum, it would not 
have been an article of commerce important in the 
Egyptian trade. Could it be proved, which we 
believe impossible, that they meant tragacanth, 
the same remark would apply. The quantity 
exuded from all the Astragali of Lebanon and 
Hermon would not load a dozen camels. We 
have no reason to believe that it was ever more 
abundant. We incline, on the authority of the 
LXX in both the above passages (OvixLa.ua), to 
render the word ndku'lh ' perfumes ' or ' aromatic*, ' 
which better expresses the Or. than * spices,' and 
corresponds to the grouping of articles enumer- 
ated. See, further, Or/. Heb. Lex. s.v., and 
Literature there cited. 

As to Mf nfMth (2 K 20" = Is 39 s ), the meaning 
is uncertain, although the context demands some- 
thing like 'treasure.' Possibly the word is of 
Assyr. origin (see Oxf. Heb. Lex. s.v.): read then 

Spices (dpifytara) are mentioned in NT in con- 
nexion with the burial of our Lord (' Mk' 16 1 , Lk 
23* 24', Jn 19*>). In Rev 18 13 AV tr. i/tupm by 
•odours,' RV ' spice,' m. * Gr. amomurn.' 

G. E. Post. 

SPIDER.— Two words are tr* ' spider ' in AV. 1. 
trjry 'akkahish (Arab, 'ankabut), ipaxn), arancn. 
In both the passages in which this word occurs (Job 
8", Is 59 s - 8 ) the allusion is to the gossamer web of 
the spider, as an emblem of frailty and speedy 
destruction, Bildad declaring that the hope of 
the wicked is as the spider's web (m. ' house ; cf. 
bext 'ankabut in Arab. ), and Isaiah saying that the 
tenuous web cannot be wrought into a garment. 
The number of species of spiders in Palestine and 
Syria is very large. 

2. n«5?lp simdmith (Pr 30 28 ). This word, from an 
obsolete root ccp sdmam, ' to poison,' refers to 
some noxious, reputedly poisonous creature, which 
is probably some species of lizard (so RV ; Bee, 
further, Toy, Proverb*, ad loc.). The LXX icaXa- 
/iwrijj signihes a newt, gecko, or spotted lizard. 
The latter may be the abu burets of the Arabs. 
Stcllio in the Vulg. signifies the newt or gecko. 
Several species of lizards frequent houses, as the 
gecko, wall lizard, green lizard, etc. See Chamel- 
eon, Gecko, Lizard. G. E. Post. 

SPIKENARD (yij nerd, vdpSot, nardus). — A 
fragrant, essential oil, from Nardostachys Jala- 
mnnsi, DC, a plant of the order Vaterianaeece, 
growing in India. The shaggy stems, branching 
from their base, resemble the tail of an -ermine. 
The perfume is procured from this part of the 
plant. It is called by the Arabs Sunbul Hindi, 
the Indian Spike. It is mentioned 3 times in the 
OT (Ca 1" 4 13 - [pi. nSradimy*), and once in the 
NT (Mk 14 3 || Jn 12»), where it is celled rdpSot 
thttikJ). The root meaning of pistir. is fluid. AVm 
gives ' pure ' or 1 liquid nard,' and RVm 1 genuine ' 
or 'liquid nard,' or considers that pistic may be 



a ' local name.' As the perfume \3 an oil, the 
etymological signification is eminently appropriate, 
and should be retained. The Romans used it in 
this state for anointing the head. It was exceed- 
ingly valuable (Jn I.e.), that used to anoint Jesus' 
feet being worth about £12. Pliny gives 100 
denarii as the value of a pound of it. That used 
for our Saviour must have been of a very superior 
grade. The tests of genuineness given by Pliny 
are lightness, red colour, sweet smell, taste which 
leaves a dry sensation but pleasant flavour in the 
mouth (HN xii. 26). G. E. Post. 

SPINNING. — The notices of spinning in the Bible 
are very meagre, being found only in Ex 35*- m P (nip 
' spin,' and mpp ' yarn') and Mttf*, Lk I2 a (n^nr) ; 
but the art is implied in many other passages, such 
as where the curtains and hangings of the taber- 
nacle are mentioned ; and the various garments, 
the materials for which must have been spun. 
The description of the virtuous woman in Pr 31 10 -' 1 
includes it as one of her chief accomplishments 
(vv.w.1*). and the Heb. women were certainly 
skilled in working the spindle, as is evident from 
the articles which, acc. to P, they prepared for the 
tabernacle (Ex 35*' ,f -). They used a hand-spindle, 
such as was in use in Egypt, and such as the 
women of Syria and Palestine still employ. This 
consisted of a whorl or hemispherical disc of wood, 
amber, or other material, for steadying the motion 
of the pin which passed through the centre (Wilkin- 
son, Anc. Egyp. i. 317, ed. 1878). The Egyp. 
spindle was over a foot long (ib. ii. 171, 172), and, 
though generally of wood, was also made of rushes 
and palm-leaves. The distaff was no doubt em- 
ployed, but the word so tr 4 in Pr 31" means more 
properly the whorl, or the spindle itself. (See 

DISTAFF). 

In Egypt men as well as women engaged in 
spinning, but among the Hebrews women only are 
mentioned in this connexion. The materials they 
used were wool and flax (Pr 31 IS ), goats' hair (Ex 
35'-*), and possibly cotton, which was known in 
Egypt (Wilkinson, ii. 159). Even silk may have 
been used (cf. Ezk 16 10 - 13 and Pr 31 a ), as Kenrick 
(Phoen. p. 246) says that raw silk was brought to 
Berytus and Tyre by the Persian merchants, but it 
was too rare to have been much employed. Raw 
silk is spun quite extensively at present by the 
Syrian women, and they use the spindle to lill up 
leisure hours much as Western , women do the 
knitting-needle. H. Porter. 

SPIRIT. — Besides its use for the Supreme Spirit, 
—the Spirit of God, the Spirit of the Lord, the 
Spirit of Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Spirit 
ot truth, etc.,— this word is occasionally used for 
the extreme opposite, as rvtvua, Saifioviov inaO&prov 
(Lk 4 s3 ). Then there is its secondary use for an 
influence, or power, as 'spirit of error' (1 Jn 4 6 ), 
' spirit of the world ' (Eph 2 2 ), ' of bondage ' and ' of 
sonship' (Ro 8'*), etc., yet often with a refer- 
ence to the spiritual personality controlling these 
influences. But the main use of it is psychological, 
where it is immensely indebted to the Bible and 
to Christianity. Indeed it may be said to be an 
expression created by Christianity. 

Two Heb. terms' are tr. in EV 'spirit.' 1. nn, lit. 'wind' 
(so often in OT); used of the breath of life (ruab hayjflm) 
which animates God's creatures, Gn 17 71* (both P ; of. ni«h- 
math hayyim in 2? [JJ); the medium of consciousness, 1 S 801*. 
Jg 15'», Job 0"» ; the seat of emotions, 1 K 21», Is Pr 15", 
Ezk 8'*, Jos 2" (courage; and so 5 1 , Pr IS'*, Is 57"*); and of 
intelligence and will, Ezk 2»>«, Pr 16** 21« 24«, Dt 2 : «>, Job 208; 
of an inexplicable or uncontrollable impulse, Nu 51* 3n , Is 10'* 
28« 2fl'» 37T, Hos 4'2 5*. When used with reference to God, riiaA 
is used of the brooding (ntrnp) and creative activity of His spirit 
(Gn 1*, Ps 10430), which imparts itself to men with the result of 
capacitating them for the pert ormanoe of extraordinary deeds, Jg 
ff" (Gideon) 146. is (Samson), and is specially noted as fitting the 
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prophets for their work, Is 48'» 59*1, Hos 97 (the prophet is 
' the man of the spirit '), Ezk 37 1 (and often). See, more fully, 
vol. ii. p. 402 ff.; and add Sehultz, ii. 242 ff. (240 on distinction of 
rm and PSJ) ; Wendt, Nolivnei carni* et tpiritui quomodo in 
VT adhileantvr ; Brings, 'The uses of rm in OT' in JBL, 1901, 
p. 133 ff . (synopsis of passages arranged and translated). 

2. !T£W ia twice in EV (Job 26*, Pr 20") tr. ' spirit.' Ita lit. 
meaning is ' breath.' See, also, under Soil. 

The LXX and NT a-xu.tue follows the usage of nJa^. In the 
two passages (Mt 14», Mk 6«) where $a,TxriJM occurs, the 
AV tr. ' spirit' is replaced in RV by 'apparition.' 

So far as it depends on physiological suggestion, 
in all the languages 'spirit' is the same, — the 
inhaling of the ' breath,' and so 1 wind,' and more 
remotely ' life,' and so is closely allied to ' soul ' 
(^igrf), which depends upon a similar physiological 
derivation. In one respect the two words soul and 
spirit differ widely, icvtvtux is far less than t v xti con- 
nected with the life of man in the Greek classics. 
wtvpa is never used in classical psychology for one 
of the elements of man's inner life, whereas yfivxft 
is invariably so used. Indeed it is one of the chief 
distinctions of biblical from all other psychology 
to give wev/ia the supreme place as an element in 
the life of man. Only in the LXX and in the 
NT has -rvtvua the sense of a spiritual being, 
or refers to man in his higher inward aspects. 
Thus it is a good example of the language-building 
and enriching power of the Bible religion. The 
suggestion depends mainly upon two biblical ideas, 
viz. the attribution of spirit in man to Divine gift 
or creation (Ec 12 7 ), and the parallel or analogy 
between 'spirit' in man, and the Divine Spirit 
(1 Co 2", Ro8 M ). 

Sufficient attention has already been called to 
the frequent and intimate association of the two 
terms ' Soul ' and ' Spirit ' (see art. Soul) occurring 
so often in the Bible as nearly parallel psycho- 
logical expressions ; yet each implying all through 
the characteristic distinction : 'soul, '.the individual 
and personal life ; ' spirit,' the principle of life. 

There is another antithesis, more peculiarly 
Pauline, of the ' spirit ' over against the * flesh.' 
The more obvious antithesis of 4 body ' and ' spirit' 
(.'a 2*) is upon purely natural ground. But the 
Pauline is a moral distinction, and belongs to 
specially Christian doctrine. It occurs chiefly in 
those passages where St. Paul is describing the 
conflict of the old nature, or the ' old man ' as he 
calls it, with the new nature or the new man. 
Human nature, as it comes to any one through the 
(rdpf, manifests itself in the a&pZ, is determined by 
it, and called after it, comes to stand in contrast 
with ' spirit ' (vvtofia), the Divine nature, or the 
divinely originated and sustained new nature. 
Thus ffdpt- came at length, in distinct and pre- 
supposed antithesis to weOna, to signify the sinful 
condition of human nature, and in such a manner 
that this same crdpf mediates or effectuates that 
sinful condition — the <rd/>{ anaprlas, 4 the flesh deter- 
mined by sin ' (Ro 8 3 ). In this antithesis there is 
progress or intensification in the meaning of vvtvfui 
as well as of <rd/>£. The xvtdfta in man, which is 
the clement originally created by God, and which 
ought to rule or govern his whole nature, is used 
by St. Paul for the new nature divinely originated 
in the Christian, so that a direct antithesis is 
brought out between ' flesh ' and ' spirit,' and 
everything xveufxartKof, spiritual, is a Divine pro- 
duct or creation, according to that new nature. 

This use of Tvtviumielv for everything determined 
or influenced by the Divine irvtv/xa extends beyond St. 
Paul's writings, and is quite general in the Epistles 
of the NT. There is the 'spiritual house' (oikos x»tv- 
pariicds, 1 P 2 s ) because ' built up of living stones' ; 
'spiritual sacrifices,' i.e. offerings fixed or determined 
by the Spirit (ib.) ; 'spiritual understanding' (Col 
1*); 'spiritual songs' (^'Sai xrtvuariKai, Col 3 18 ) ; 
•spiritual food, drink, rock' (/3pi/ta, xo^a, rirpa, 



1 Co 10 3 - 4 ). In two sets of passages St. Paul con- 
trasts it with ^i-x«K6r (1 Co 2 14 15«- *). There is 
one curious exception from this Pauline use of it 
for divine, viz. Eph 6 12 rd n-rcv/ianicd rrjt rotnjplas = 
' wicked spirits,' or something equivalent. 

There is another antithesis in which St. Paul 
places it as contrasted with »>oCt or <rv»«ris, where 
the intention plainly is to contrast the action of the 
' understanding ' in man with that of spiritual or 
ecstatic impulse even in a Christian (1 Co li 14 - 18 ). 
It is also once or twice opposed to yp&nna, where 
inwardness or reality is the thing to be brought 
out (Ho 2* 7", 2 Co 3 s ). 

There are two things mainly noticeable and dis- 
tinctive in this biblical use of ' spirit.' The first 
is the habit of biblical writers to explain the 
'spirit' in the natural man as the product or 
creation directly of God, and as accounted for only 
by the direct contact of man with the Almighty 
in his origin. This is peculiarly prevalent in the 
OT (Gn 2 7 , Is 42 s ). Then there is the assertion of 
a parallelism and communication between the self- 
conscious, inner life of man — his spirit — with the 
Spirit of God (iCo 2"-> a , Ro 8 1 " Philem »). 
Tnere is a foundation laid in this way for the 
whole spiritnal life of man, and especially for the 
renewed and redeemed life of which, according to 
Christianity, he is made a partaker. 

See also art. Holy Spirit : for ' unclean (or evil) 
spirit' cf. art. Demon, vol. i. p. 593; for 'familiar 
spirit' art. Sorcery, p. 606 ; for 'spirits in prison' 
see vol. iii. p. 795. • J. LAIDLAW. 

SPITE. — Like Despite (which see), 'spite' 
means in AV 'injury' (rather out of contempt 
than malice). It occurs only Ps 10 14 'Thou be- 
holdest mischief and spite ' [021, properly 4 vexa- 
tion'). Cf. Child's Ballads, v. 299— 

• Day and night he'll work my spight, 
And hanged I shall be.' 

The adv. ' spitefully ' is used in the same sense : 
the phrase is 4 entreat spitefully,' Mt 22*, Lk 1S W 
(i-ftufw, RV ' entreat shamefully '). 

J. Hastings. 

SPONGE (AV spunge, (rrbyyos, spongia).— The 
medium by which vinegar or sour wine was carried 
to the mouth of Jesus on the cross (Mt 27*, Mk 
15 36 , Jn 19 29 ). This well-known substance is a 
porous, fibrous framework, composed of a material 
called ksratode, invested by a fleshy covering and 
lining of amoeboid bodies. Sponges grow only in 
sea water, near the coast, and mostly in the 
warmer seas of the globe, although some kinds are 
found even in the polar regions. Sponge fishing 
is a considerable industry along the coasts of 
Syria, Asia Minor, and the ./Egean Sea. The 
divers go out in row-boats or sail-boats, a short 
distance from the shore ; they then strip, and 
holding in their hands, high above their heads, a 
heavy stone attached to a rope, fill their chests 
with air, and then plunge, stone downmost, and 
so rapidly reach the bottom. They often dive to 
a depth of 60 ft. or more. They then walk or 
creep quickly along the bottom, holding the stone 
to steady themselves, and tear the sponges off the 
stones to which they are attached, and put them 
into a netted bag hung around their neck. When 
they are exhausted they ierk the rope, and their 
companions quickly haul them to the surface. 
Few can sfay under water more than 60 seconds, 
none as long as 100. Their occupation usually 
develops emphysema, and other diseases of the 
lungs, from winch they are apt to die early. 

G. E. Post. 

SPRING. — See Fountain, vol. ii. p. 62. 

SPY.— See Espy, vol. i. p. 767. 
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8TACHTS (Zntxvf)— -The name of a Christian 
greeted by St. Paul in lto 16", and described as 
• my beloved.' The name is rare, but found among 
members of the Imperial household (CIL vi. 8607). 
He \s commemorated Oct. 31, and later legends 
will be found in Acta Sand., Oct., vol. xiii. p. 687. 

A. C. Heaulam. 

8TACTE (n?j nataph).— The Heb. word occurs 
twice : Ex 30 34 (cf. Sir 24 18 ), LXX otck-Hi, Vulg. 
starte, RVm opobalsamum ; Job 36 J7 (LXX arayjves, 
Vulg. stillat, both of which signify 'drops,' and 
refer to water). The Heb. nataph ( = Arab. 
nataf) signifies to drop or distil. As the exuda- 
tion of all gums is in drops, the etymology does 
not help us. But it is evident from the context 
in Exodus that a fragrant gum is intended. 
Many identify the amnri) here mentioned with 
the gum from the libneh \=storax, see Poplar). 
Hut <rro.KTT) means primarily myrrh. Myrrh, how- 
ever, is mentioned Dy its proper nameib mCr (v.*), 
coupled with ni-n derOr, which AV tr. ' pure,' and 
RV ' flowing.' The LXX tr. this expression by 
AfOot ffnOpnjs 4k\cktt}s ; Vulg. prima myrrhie et 
electa. Dioscorides describes two kinds of stacte, 
one of which is pure myrrh, and the other made 
from storax and fat. It* is unlikely that any such 
inferior compound as the latter would be used in 
making the sacred incense. It is most likely 
then that nataph, and its LXX and Vulg. equiva- 
lent stacte, refer to myrrh in drops or tears, which 
is the purest form. G. E. Post. 

STAFF.— See Rod and Sceptre. 

STAGGER. — In Ro 4 20 ' stagger ' has the mean- 
ing of ' stumble,' and so literally ' waver' (as RV), 
4 He staggered not at the promise of God through 
unbelief {ov SuKplOrj). Tiudale uses the stronger 
form of the same word, 'He stackered not'; 
Rhem. is the first to use 'stagger.' The word is 
of Icel. origin, strakra, freq. of stalca, to push. Cf. 
Mt 21" Rhem. 'Amen, I say to you, if yon shal 
haue faith, and stagger not, not only that of the 
figtree shal you doe/ J. Hastings. 

STALLION (t*™ di 6 X tlav, only in Sir 33 8 ).— 
Most of the horses used for riding and driving, and 
many of those employed as pack animals, in the 
East, are entire. Geldings are made only of the 
inferior breeds. 

STANDARD.— See Banner and Pole. 

STAR.— The Bible treats the stars as the noblest 
work of the Creator (Ps 8 3 19 1 , Job 2o», Wis 7 i9 ), 
insisting on their brightness (Dn 12 3 ), their height 
above the earth (Is U», Ob *, Job 22"), and 
especially their number (Gn 15 5 22' 7 26 4 , Ex 32", 
I)t l 10 10 23 28 s2 , Jer 33 M , Neh 9=°, He ll" etc.). 
They are sometimes poetically represented as living 
beings ('sang together,' Job 38' ; 'fought against 
Sisera,' Jg 5*), and the darkening of the stars is 
treated as a sign of coming distress (Jl 2'° 3'*, Am 
8", Is 13 10 34\ Ezk 32 7 8 , Mt 24* Mk 13- 8 , Lk 21* 
Rev pass.). But they were created by God (Gn 
1", Am 5 8 , Ps 74 18 136 7 , Job 9 7 , Sir 43 9 ) to give 
light (Gn l 18 , Jer 31") ; He gave them their paths 
according to fixed laws (Jer 33 18 , Job 38 a '), and 
they are subject to Him (Job 9 7 , Is 45 la , Ps 147 4 , 
Bar 3**, Ep. Jer w ), who calls them by their names 
(Is 40'*). It follows that star-worship is rigorously 
forbidden ( Dt 4 19 17 a " s ) ; though introduced by 
Manasseh (2 K 21*, cf. 23 4 - 8 11 ; Am 5 s6 does not 
necessarily imply its existence at an earlier date, 
cf. Driver in Smith, DB. art. 'Amos'), and several 
times mentioned at a later date (Zeph l 5 , Jer 7 18 19 1S 
44 17 , Wis 13*), it is always spoken of with reproba- 
tion (cf. also 2 K 17 18 , Jer 44 :B - 21 ). On the sources 



of this star-worship among the Jews see W. Lotz 
in Herzog, HE 1 xiv. 604. 'For the stars known to 
the Israelites and for astrological views see Astro- 
nomy and Astrology ; for the star of the Magi 
see Magi. P. V. M. Benecke. . 

BTATER.— See Money, vol. iii. p. 428 b . 

STEALING.— See Crimes and Punishments, 
vol. i. p. 522 b , 'Theft,' and Man-stealing. 

STEEL is a form of iron intermediate in com- 
position between cast iron and wrought iron, and 
combining the most useful properties of both (see 
Ikon). The word occurs thrice in AV for ntfiru 
(2S 22 s5 , Job 20 i4 , Ps 18 34 ), and once for nyrrj 
(Jer 15 1 *). In these cases the reference is not to 
steel but to brass (so RV) or bronze (see Brass). 

* Steel ' appears in RV only in Nab 2 s , where it 
is the translation of rn>? (AV 'torches'). The 
word rrhy occurs nowhere else, but its Arabic and 
Syriac cognates have the meaning of steel, or iron 
ot (inequality. The 'fire' or 'flashing' of steel in 
this passage may be understood either of the appear- 
ance of the metal-plated chariots themselves or 
of the glitter of the 'scythes' attached to their 
wheels. Against this latter supposition is the fact 
that such scythes are never represented on Assyrian 
chariots, but appear to have been introduced for 
the first time by the Persians (see Chariot). 

James Patrick. 

8TEPHANAS {Zrc<pavat, Stephanas; the name 
occurs CIG ii. 3378).— A Christian of Corinth, 1 Co 
lis igis.n s t . p au i mentions the household of 
Stephanas as one of the few exceptions to the 
practice which he had followed of not personally 
baptizing his converts. At the end of the Epistle 
the same household are spoken of as the first-fruits 
of Achaia. They are said to have given them- 
selves to the ministry of the saints and the Cor- 
inthians are exhorted to obey such persons and 
all who work and labour with them. From the 
next verse we gather that Stephanas himself was 
with St. Paul at Ephesus at the time when the 
Epistle was written. In Clement of Rome's 
Epistle, ch. xlii., we are told that the apostles, 
preaching from city to city and country to 
country, appointed their Jirst-fruits, having tested 
them by the spirit, to be bishops and deacons of 
those that should believe (KcOLaravov tAi drapxeu 
airru/v . . . eij (TifficbTovt nal StaKbvovt tQjv neWjvrwr 
rttrrevuv, Clem. Rom. i. 42). It would be beside 
our purpose to discuss the exact meaning of this 
passage, but it may reasonably be held that 
Stephanas, and perhaps some members of his 
household, had been appointed to a position in 
the nascent church at Corinth, which implied on 
the one side ministry (StetKoWa), on the other side 
some recognition of their authority. If this was 
not a local ministry, in the later sense of the term, 
there were here the germs out of which it grew. 

A. C. Headlam. 

STEPHEN (Zr^i-ot), Ac 6-8''.— Some dissatis- 
faction having been expressed by the (Grecian 
Jews or Hellenists in the infant Church at Jeru- 
salem regarding the distribution of alms anion <_■ 
their widows, seven brethren were chosen, and 
solemnly set apart by the apostles, to undertake 
the administration of the poor-table. Of the seven 
(see Deacon), Stephen is the first named (Ac 6 s ), 
and the most distinguished, though in a sphere, 
strictly speaking, beyond his office, viz., as a 
preacher and a worker of miracles — characteristi- 
cally apostolic functions. Nothing is known of 
his conversion to Christianity, though Epiphanius 
(Hair. xx. 4) records that he was one of the 
Seventy. It is not certain that he was a Hellenist, 
though his Greek name, the fact that a committee 
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largely Hellenistic would probably be chosen to 
deal with the grievances of the party, and to home 
extent his opinions, make the supposition very 
probable. His character and abilities as given in 
Ac 6 are of the highest : 4 a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit* (v. 8 , cf. 7 M ), * full of grace (AV 
faith) and power' (v. 8 ), ' the wisdom and the Spirit 
by which he spake' (v. 10 ); cf. also the qualifica- 
tions necessary for the oflice (v. s ), and St. Paul's 
words, 'Stephen thy witness' (22"). Stephen 
seems to have aroused the hostile notice of the 
Hellenistic synagogues (see below) by the wonders 
and signs which he wrought among the people (6 8 ), 
but probably also by the substance and manner of 
his preaching ; in any case they challenged him to 
disputation. Hut his skill in maintaining his 
opinions was so irresistible, that his adversaries, 
discomfited in argument, raised the charge of 
blasphemy, procured witnesses to testify to it, and 
thus succeeded in having him arrested and brought 
before the Sauhedrin. Here he was formally 
accused of speaking blasphemous words against 
the Temple and the Law, having said, as the false 
witnesses maintained, that Jesus of Nazareth 
would destroy ' this place,' and change the customs 
delivered by Moses. Stephen was unperturbed by 
these accusations; his face appeared to those 
present *as the face of an angel' (6"" 18 ). Being 
asked by the high priest to answer to the charges, 
Stephen made a long speech, traversing the greater 
part of the history of the chosen people, from the 
call of Abraham, through Joseph and Moses, to 
David, and the building of the Temple by Solomon. 
Towards the close he fearlessly turned to his 
judges, rebuked them as 'stiftnecked and un- 
circumcised in heart and ears,' and as those who, 
carrying on the unholy work of the persecutors 
of the prophets, had become the betrayers and 
murderers of Him whom the prophets had foretold 
(7 , " 8S ). These words were the occasion of a furious 
outburst of wrath on the part of the assembly ; 
and when Stephen, undismayed, looked upwards, 
and declared that lie saw the heavens ojiened and 
the Son of Man standing on the right hand of 
God, the exasperated hearers violently rushed 
upon him, dragged him forth by one of the gates 
of the city, and stoned him to death. The witnesses 
(who according to Dt IT 7 had to take the lead in 
casting the stones) placed their garments in the 
keeping of a younc man named Saul (cf. 22*) — 
the first historical mention of a great name. 
Among the last words of Stephen were, 1 Lord 
Jesus, receive my spirit,' and ' Lord, lav not this 
sin to their charge,' which are very similar to two 
of our Lord's sayings on the cross, Lk 23 48- M . In 
fact, the bearing of Stephen throughout — his 
courage, his calm, his patience, his gentleness — 
accords remarkably with the demeanour of his 
Master in like circumstances. The mutilated body 
was reverently interred by 'devout men' (7**-8 a ). 

The vividness of the narrative hardly leaves room for the 
supposition that the stoning of Stephen was a legal execution, 
ve. one carried out with the sanction of the Roman authorities, 
or, indeed, that it was other than a murder. But the Ranhe- 
drin may have been able to represent the whole incident as a 
mere tumultuous outbreak, for which they could not officially 
be called to account. 

A few other minor points require notice : (1) As to the number 
of synagogues implied in d", whether five, or three, or two, or 
only one (each number has had its advocate among expositors), 
the Greek seems to support the view of Wendt, vit that tiro 
synagogues are meant : (a) of the Libertines (Cyrenians and 
Alexandrians), and (f») of those from Asia and Cilii'ia. See 
Libkrtisks; Sanday, Expositor, viii. p. 327 (third series); also 
Winer-Moulton, drain mar, p. 100 note. (2) The date of the 
martyrdom of Stephen can be determined only approximately : 
Bengel gives a.d. 30, Ewald a.d. as, and every intervening year 
has had its supporter. A'-ts seems to place the event shortly 
bjfore St. Paul's conversion ; certainly nearer to that event 
than to the terminus a qw>, the Crucifixion (say 20-30). Recent 
chronologista have somewhat narrowed the termini of St. Paul's 
conversion : von Soden 31-35, Harnack 30, Ramsay S3 ; sec 
Chronology or NT, voL L p. 424 (C) and Table. (3) Who are 



the persons covered by the term 'devout men,' kxlcx tl>.*dui 
(8 s )? Hardly proselytes (Kenan, Apoetlet, viii. ) of either claw, 
as 8U Luke regularly uses wp**'.Xvr*; and ?*,3«ufii»*:(or n^iftft) 
t»» Sii. for proselytes of the higher and the lower rank respec- 
tively, and elsewhere applies tlXmput to Jews (Lk 2», Ac 2* 22" 
RV> It is also unlikely that they were Christians, else we 
should have expected the designation to be n*t%rtti or Hikfi. 
Most probably they were Jews who took a sympathetic interest 
in the fortunes of the Church, and who may have known and 
resi>ected Stephen. Cf. Joseph of Ariinathsta and Nicodemus 
(Jn 19W-M), and see Knowlmg in Expositor' t Greek Testa- 
ment, iL, ad loa (4) Traditions about 8tephen. According to 
an early tradition, the scene of the martyrdom was the open 
ground outside the Damascus Gate on the north j but about the 
16th cent, this gave place to the popular belief that it was on 
the east, where, accordingly, St. 8;ephen"s Gate is now located 
(see Conybeare and Howson, St. Paul, small ed. p. 61X Another 
legem! relates that, through the friendliness of Gamaliel, the 
body of Stephen was buried at Kafr Gamala, a day s Journey 
from Jerusalem, all the apostles being present. This story 

Itrobably originated after the so-called 'Invention and Trans- 
ition of the Relies of St. Stephen," the chief details of which 
are that in the year 415 Gamaliel appeared in vision to Lucian, 
parish priest, of Kafr Gamala, and indicated the resting-place of 
the remains of Stephen, which were then disinterred, carried 
to Jerusalem, and buried in the church of Mount Zion : it was 
also said that the exhumation disclosed a tablet bearing the 
Aramaic name of Stephen, KelU (Syr. keiila, ' crown ' = *-»£*.«.-). 

The Speech of Stephen. — The historical narrative 
given by Stephen shows a considerable number of 
divergences from the OT account ; e.a. according 
to Ac 7'*' 4 Abraham recoives his call before his 
migration to Haran, in Gn 12 1 while in Haran; 
the giving of the Law is connected with angels 
in Ac 7 83 , while Ex 19 has no mention of angels. 
' Itemphan' in 7" shows that Stephen was quoting 
from the LXX; the Hebrew has 'Chiun' (Am 
5 M ) ; see Chiun. A full list of these variations is 
given by Karrar, St. Paul, small ed. p. 9*2 note. 

The authenticity of the speech has been much 
canvassed ; e.g. \V eizsiicker (and lie is representa- 
tive of many more) regards the speech as a 
'doctrinal exposition,' i.e. a later composition ; bnt 
see ACTS, vol. i. p. 33 f. There has been an almost 
equal diversity of opinion regarding the purpose 
of the address'. Now, this very diversity seems a 
remarkahly convincing proof of its substantial 
historicity ; a mere fabricator would surely have 
taken care to leave his readers in little doubt as 
to his ' tendency.' Was the speech completed ? 
Was it intended as an answer to the charges made 
bv the false witnesses? Or was it meant as a 
vindication, in whole or in part, of the opinions 
by which Stephen had originally provoked opposi- 
tion? As to the first of these questions, it may 
be said that the speech has all the appearance of 
being complete ; the fact that Stephen did not 
proceed to recount the nation's story beyond the 
building of Solomon's temple is sufficiently ex- j 
plained if we rememl>er that the legal and institu- 
tional status quo was traditionally held to have 
been but little altered subsequent to that event. 
As to the second, it is certainly difficult to main- 
tain that the address is a counter-plea to the very 
definite charges of 6 IS -". It remains, then, to 
seek an answer to the question whether the speech 
was, so to speak, a plea of Veritas, i.e. a re-declara- 
tion of what Stephen had said against the Temple 
and the Law. If we answer affirmatively, the 
climax will be found in vv.* M , where it seems to 
be suggested that the building of the Temple was 
an act contrary to God's will, a continuation of 
the contumacy that had fashioned the golden calf, 
and taken up" the tabernacle of Molech (yv. 41, *) ; 
while, if we answer negatively, the essential point 
will lie in vv. 81 " M , where Stephen declares that 
(not he and his brethren, but) his hearers and 
judges were the real violators of God's commands. 
The former view is usually adopted by those who 
regard Stephen as the first to discern that the 
gospel could not be confined within the bonds of 
Judaism, as, in fact, the forerunner of St. Paul. 
But it should be observed that if Stephen had 
spoken (as the false witnesses eaid) against the 
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Temple, and had affirmed that Jesus would change 
the customs of Moses, his adversaries would have 
been his own Christian brethren, whereas he was 
held in the highest repute by them. Further, 
such words as 'the Most High dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands ' can hardly be taken as 
implying any disparagement of the Temple, since 
similar language was used by Solomon himself 
(1 K 8 i7 , 2 Ch O' 8 ). Finally, Stephen speaks of the 
Law in terms of the highest respect (7 3:I * M ); and 
his references to the call of Abraham in Meso- 
potamia (v."), to the Divine favour vouchsafed to 
Joseph and Moses in Egypt, and to the subsequent 
revelation accorded to the latter in Midian (v.**-), 
while they might be interpreted as signifying 
that the Divine purpose and blessing were not 
limited to the Holy Land, are rather to be under- 
stood in the light of the fact that Stephen repre- 
sents Canaan as the destination of the Chosen 
People from the first; the patriarchs are buried 
there (v. M ) as in a country really their own ; and 
the sojourn in Egypt (still more the deportation to 
Babylon) is plainly regarded as a misfortune. On 
the other hand, if Stephen was at one with his 
opponents (as with his brethren) in their high 
appreciation of the Holy Land, the Law, and the 
Temple, how could the charge of blasphemy arise ? 
The witnesses might be false, but there must have 
been some colourable reason for an accusation so 
definite. But it seems a quite satisfactory answer 
to this to say that Stephen had attacked the 
traditional Law (as did Jesus Himself, Mt 15'" au = 
Mk 7 1 "*), which was freely held to have authority 
equal with the Mosaic, and that he may have 
urged, in the manner of Isaiah, that ' temple- 
treading' and external observances did not ensure 
acceptance with God. It is quite conceivable that 
such teaching would be misunderstood, and even 
misrepresented as blasphemy against 4 the law and 
this holy place,' or even against God (6 11 ). On 
this view, then, the speech was not so much the 
advancing of a new theological position against an 
older ; its purpose was rather ethical and personal. 
God had vouchsafed great privileges to the nation, 
— the land, an ordained leader (Moses), the Law, 
the Tabernacle, and the Temple, — but they had 
been rendered of none effect by the people's con- 
tumacy and disobedience. Doubtless, as Spitta 
makes out, there is an unmistakable intention to 
draw or suggest a parallel between Moses and 
Jesus, ' the prophet whom the Lord will raise up 
unto you . . . like unto me ' (7"), and the treat- 
ment accorded to each ; but this is meant to give 
point to the general theme of the speech, viz. 
that the members of the council, and all in league 
with them, had proved themselves to be only too 
truly the children of ungrateful and unworthy 
forefathers. It is thus questionable how far we 
are entitled to speak of Stephen as the forerunner 
of St. Paul. Even if we accept Spitta's view that 
the erection of the Temple is represented by 
Stephen as an unauthorized and presumptuous 
act, this is something very different from St. Paul's 
conception of the national institutions as having 
had validity for their own time. Certainty Stephen 
never asserts the secondary and provisional char- 
acter of the Law, nor does he suggest the call of 
the Gentiles — two of St. Paul's most characteristic 
tenets. In short, Stephen seems to regard Chris- 
tianity (as did the apostles generally) as the con- 
tinuation and development of the Divine purpose in 
the history of Israel ; St. Paul sees in it the begin- 
ning of a new order of things— another dispensation. 

LmuUTCRE.— Farrar, St. Paul, ch. viii. ; Conybeare and How- 
•on, St. Paul, ch. iL ; Weizsacker, Apostohe Aye, i. 62 ft*. ; 
McGiffert, Christianity in the Apostolic Ane, 81-93 ; Spitta, 
A jiorteloesehiehte, p. 106 ff. ; Expositor's Greek Testament, ii., 
R. J. Know!! ng;, Acts ; and commentaries cited at Acts, vol. L 
p. 35, on relevant chapters. A. GRIEVE. 



STEWARD occurs six times in AV of OT. It 
is used in Gn lf» J of Eliezer, where for ' steward 
of my house ' R V rightly substitutes ' he that shall 
be possessor of my house ' ( Heb. vrg P5*3"J3. For the 
correct text and meaning of this verse see Kautzsch- 
Socin's Genesis, Comm. of Del. and Dillm. adloc., 
and above all Ball's note in Haupt's OT). In Gn 
43W 441.4 'Steward 'is tr" (both AV and RV) of 
?y npj< ' he who was over his (Joseph's) house.' 
The same tr" is given by RV in 43 1 *, where the 
Heb. is the same, but AV arbitrarily and incon- 
sistently gives 'ruler.' See art. Joseph, vol. ii. 
p. 772\ In 1 K 16" for AV ' steward of his (Elah's) 
house ' RV substitutes ' who was over the house- 
hold' (n'3?). See art. Kino, vol. ii. p. 843 b . The 
only remaining instance in AV is 1 Ch 28 1 . The 
Heb. is Dnjp, which RV tr. ' iulers.' In Dn 1", 
where AV gives MELZAK as a prop, name, RV 
is perh. correct in translating ' the steward 1 (ij^? 
with the article shows at least that we have here 
some title, although its meaning is not certain). 

In NT ' steward ' is tr" of i-irirpnrot in Mt 20 8 
(the steward of the lord of the vineyard), Lk 8* 
(Herod's steward). This word occurs also in Gal 4 s 
( AV ' tutors,' R V ' guardians ') and twice in Apocr., 
2 Mac IP 13- (Ay ' protector,' RV 'guardian'). 
Elsewhere in NT it is the tr" of oiKovjpot, which 
is used both literally and metaphorically, Lk 12" 

16 1 - * -8 (the cogn. vb. oiieovopJu occurs v. a , cf. 2 Mac 
3«), 1 Co 4" Tit l 7 , 1 P 4 1W . In Gal 4 s olKoyipoi is 
coupled with i*iTpt}woi (see above), and is tr 4 in AV 
'governors,' RV 'stewards.' The former of these 
Gr. terms occurs also in Ro Iff 8 , where RV has 
'treasurer' (cf. 1 Es 4 4M ), AV ' chamberlain.' 

Stewardship (olKovopla) in lit. sense occurs in Lk 

16 2 - Si4 (AV and RV), and in metaphorical sense is 
substituted by RV for AV ' dispensation ' in 1 Co 
9". So KVni gives 'stewardship' in Eph 3 a , Col 
l a , lTi 1* where 'dispensation' stands in the 
text. " J. A. Selbie. 

STILL. — 1. As adj. : the general meaning is 
silent, as Ps 46 10 'Be still' Onn, RVm 'Let be,' 
LXX ffxo^carf) ; Ps 83' ' He not still, O God ' ; 
Is 42 u ' I have been still, and refrained myself ; 
now will I cry' ; Mk 4*" ' Peace, be etill ' (ire<pipuao, 
lit. ' be muzzled '). Cf. Ac 18" Wye. ' Speke and 
be not stille' {p-tj <riwjn}<T7js). Or it means a low 
sound, as 1 K 19 ,a 'A still small voice' (.n?9j Vip 
ng"3, lit. as RVm ' a sound of gentle stillness,' LXX 
tpwvi] aOpat XcKTfji) ; Ps 23 a ' He leadeth me beside 
the still waters' (nmq 'p-Sy, RVm ' waters of rest,' 
LXX i*l CSarot dvaJraiVewj : the idea is 'waters 
that refresh,' or 'waters that are resting-places' 
[Del., Cheyne], not 'softly flowing waters as in 
Is 8 6 ). 

From meaning 1 silent ' the word passes naturally 
to mean inactive, as Jg 18 s 'Are j - e still? be not 
slothful to go ' ; 1 K 22 3 ' Know ye not that Ramoth 
in Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not 
out of the hand of the king of Syria?' 

2. As adv.: the idea of persistence is more pro- 
minent tl.an in modern usage. Cf. Hall, Works, 
ii. 14, 'God uses still to goe a way by himselfe' ; 
Adams, -2 Peter, p. 46, ' If the hand be still striking 
and stabbing, there is a bloody heart'; Shaks. 
Hamlet, II. ii. 42— 

' Thou still hast been the author of good tidings.' 

So 1 S 26 s5 ' Thou shalt both do great things, and 
also shalt still prevail ' ; 2 S 16 8 ' He came forth, 
and cursed still as he came ' ; Ps 84* ' They will be 
still praising thee'; and Jer 23 17 'They say still 
unto them that despise me' (RV 'They say con- 
tinually'). J. Hastings. 

STOCKS.— See Crimes and Punishments, vol. 
i. p. 527\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



616 STOICS STOICS 



STOICS (ZnAvf)* — When St. Paul at Athens 
encountered the Stoics (Ac 17 18 ), they regarded his 
teaching as an interesting novelty : and so in some 
respects it was. Jesus and the Resurrection were 
indeed * strange gods,' but, for all that, there was 
more in common between St. Paul and his hearers 
than either party was perhaps aware of. To 
begin with, the Jews had a natural affinity with 
Stoicism. What nation indeed could stand more 
in need of the philosophy of endurance than that 
whose whole history was one long record of perse- 
cution ? The ' courage never to submit or yield,' 
which animated Stoicism, was the moral also of 
the story of the 'seven brethren with their 
mother' (2 Mac 7). The Jews claimed kindred 
with the Spartans, who were the ideal of Stoicism, 
and admired the Romans, of whom Stoicism was 
the ideal (1 Mac 12). But, in the next place, 
Stoicism, as has been shown by Sir Alexander 
Grant, was not a genuine product of Hellenic 
thought, but an im]M>rtation from the East. ' Its 
essence,' he says, * consists in the introduction of 
the Semitic temperament and a Semitic spirit into 
Gr. philosophy' (Ethics of Arist. vi.). Not one of 
the famous Stoic teachers was a native of Greece 
proper. Zeno, the founder of the school, who 
nourished about B.C. 278, was a native of Citium 
in Cyprus, a Greek town in which there was a 
large infusion of Phoenician settlers (Diog. Laert. 
vii. § 1). Hence Zeno is sometimes called 4 the 
Phoenician ' (>'6. ii. § 1 14), and his master Crates, 
the Cynic, used jocularly to address him as <t>otvi- 
kISiov. His successor, Cleanthes (about B.C. 263), 
was a native of Assos. The third head of the 
school, Chrysippus (B.C. 280-2U7 ; ib. vii. § 184), 
whose intellectual ability caused him to be re- 
garded as its second founder, came from Cilicia, 
either from Soli or from St. Paul's native city, 
Tarsus. Tarsus, indeed, was a very stronghold of 
Stoicism. To it belonged Zeno, a disciple of 
Chrysippus, who seems himself at one time to 
have been head of the school (ib. vii. §§ 35, 41, 84). 
Though Strabo in his account of Tarsus (xiv. p. 
674) says nothing of this person, he mentions 
among the Stoic teachers who had adorned that 
city, ' Antipater, Archedemus, and Nestor, and 
further, the two Athenodori.' Of these Antipater 
was a disciple of Diogenes of Babylon (Cic. de Off. 
iii. § 51), one of the three philosophers who were 
sent on the famous embassy to Home in ac. 155 
(Aul. Gell. Noct. Att. VI. xiv. 9). He was himself 
the instructor of Pana-tius of Rhodes (Cic. de Div. 
i- § 6), who was the friend of the younger 
Africanus, and the teacher of Posidonius (of 
Apamea in Syria), who in his turn numbered 
Cicero among his hearers. Archedemus is men- 
tioned by Diogenes Laertius (vii. §§ 40, 68, 84) in 
away that would lead us to think that he followed 
Chrysippus. Of Nestor the Stoic nothing more is 
known. Of the two Athenodori, the earlier, known 
as Cordylion, died in the house of Cato Uticensis ; 
tlie later, who was also known as ' the Kananite,' 
from a village (Kanna) in Cilicia, was the friend and 
adviser of Augustus. In his old age he was given 
power to restore civil order in his native city. 

St. Paul then, coming from Tarsus, the home of 
so many of the Stoics, was not likely to have been 
a stranger to their way of thinking. In his speech 
on the Areopagus he seems to have addressed 
himself more directly to the Stoic part of his 
audience. He deftly quoted part of a line with 
which they were familiar, ' His offspring, too, are 
we,' probably thinking of the H}'mn of Cleanthes, 
though the precise form in which he quotes it 
comes from the contemporary poet Aratus.* 
Another point in which the apostle's language 

• It may be remarked that the language of He 4>9 is strongly 
suggestive of the Hymn of Cleanthes tlines 9-13), which might 



is coloured by the presence of Stoic auditors, is in 
the appeal he makes to their sentiment of cosmo- 
politanism — 'and he made of one every nation of 
men for to dwell on all the face of the earth,' 
while the words which follow, ' having determined 
their appointed seasons, and the bounds of their 
habitation,' express a conception of fate and pro- 
vidence, which was common ground to the apostle 
and his hearers. 

The constructive era of Greek thought had 
already passed away before the Stoics appeared 
upon the scene. Neither they nor the Epicurean! 
extended the bounds of thought, but only empha- 
sized certain aspects in the philosophy of their 
predecessors. Both schools were intensely prac- 
tical, and endeavoured to make philosophy a 'life,' 
as Christianity afterwards announced itself to be. 
Both also were systems of materialism, and agreed 
in discarding the abstractions of earlier thought. 
The Stoics adopted the physical theory of Hera- 
clitus, the Epicureans that of Democritus. With 
both, however, physics were a mere scaffolding for 
ethics ; but the Stoics paid great attention to logic, 
while the Epicureans neglected this department of 
philosophy. What was special to the Stoics was 
the exalted tone of their morality, their grim 
earnestness, and their devout submission to the 
Divine will. Of the Stoic physics we seem to 
have a trace in the doctrine of the destruction of 
the world by lire (2 P 3 8 - 7 - "-»). The idea of the 
soul going up to heaven at death is not alien to 
their philosophy. For death with them was the 
resolution of man's compound nature into its 
elements, and the soul, whose nature was tire (cf. 
Verg. A£n. vi. 730, ' igneus est ollis vigor et 
ca-lestis origo'), struggled upward to its native 
home in the empyreau. Without dogmatizing on 
disputed ground," it is at least interesting to com- 
pare Ec 12 7 ' And the dust return to the earth 
as it was, and the spirit return unto God who 
gave it,' with what Velleius Paterculus (ii. 123), 
echoing the Stoic doctrine, says of the death of 
Augustus : ' in sua resolutus initia . . . animam 
cajlestem cado reddidit.' 

The doctrine of the Logos may not have come 
exclusively from Greek sources ; but at all events 
Lactantius (Div. Inst. iv. 9) admits that Zeno had 
anticipated the Christian teaching : ' Hunc ser- 
monem divinum ne philosophi quidem ignorave- 
runt : siquidem Zenon rerum naturae dispositorem 
atque opiticem universitatis \6yov pnedicat, quern 
et latum et necessitatem rerum etdeuraetaniuium 
Jovis nuncupat.' The words St 5r rd rivra, ap- 
plied to God in He 2 10 , are suggestive of the Stoic 
explanation of the name of the Supreme Being : 
' Aia (iiv yap ipatri, Si 6> rd xdira,' while the words in 
St. Paul's sermon, ' in him we live,' recall the 
explanation offered of the other form of the name : 
' Zrjfa Si ica\ou<Ti, trap Saov rod £ijr ahiot fffTir. 

The problem of fate and freewill, which was 
hardly raised by the Socratic philosophers, was 
much discussed by the Stoics. In this also they 
display an affinity with Semitic speculation. For 
this was the philosophical problem which divided 
tlie Jewish schools, as it lias since divided the 
Christian Churches. The Pharisees leaned strongly 
to predestination, as we can see from the. senti- 
ments of Gamaliel (Ac S* 9 ) and from those of St. 
Paul himself. Josephus, himself a Pharisee, says 
that that sect was very like the sect of the Stoics 
among the Greeks ( Vita, ch. ii.). 

Another point of resemblance, which justifies 
this remark of Josephus, is the Stoic belief in a 
future life. It is true they did not regard the 
souls even of good men as being absolutely im- 
mortal. But they held that these were destined 

be used as an argument, so fir as it goes, in favour of the 
Pauline authorship of that Epistle. 
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to last until the next re-absorption of all things 
into the Divine nature. God was defined by the 
Stoics as ' an individual made up of all being, 
incorruptible and ungenerated, the fashioner 
of the ordered frame of the universe, who at 
certain periods of time absorbs all being into 
himself, and again generates it from himself ' 
(Diog. Laert. vii. § 137). 

Instead of drawing out further, as might be 
done, the parallelism between Stoicism and Chris- 
tianity, we will here close with a caution. It 
does not follow that, because we find a Stoic 
notion in the Bible, it has got into it from the 
Stoics. It may originally have come to the Stoics 
from the Jews, or both may have borrowed from 
the same source. 

Literature. — The chief ancient authorities for a knowledge 
of the Stoics are Cicero's philosophical works, especially iU. 
Finibut, Book Hi.; Diogenes Laertius, Book vii.; Stobteua, Eel. 
Eth. pp. 1H6-1S4 ; Plutarch, de Reyugnantii* Stoicis, and de 
I'lacitu Fhilosophorum ; Sextus Empiricus, adrersus Mat he- 
matieos. Among modern works may be mentioned Zeller, 
Stoics and Epicurean* ; Sir Alexander Grant, The Ethics of 
Aristotle, Essay vL; Lightfoot, Fhilippians, Excursus on 'St. 
1'aul and 8eneca.' St. GEORGE STOCK. 

STOMACH. — In modern Eng. 'stomach' is con- 
fined to its literal meaning of the receptacle for 
food in the body. In this sense it occurs in 1 Ti 
5- a 1 Use a little wine for thy stomach's sake' {Sid 
rdf ffToyjixov). But in older Eng. the word was 
used figuratively, as we use ' heart ' or ' spirit,' and 
expressed either courage or pride. 

The transition from the literal to the fig. sense was the easier 
that 'stomach' was freely used for appetite. Thus Fuller, 
Hotn State, 185, 'A rich man told a poorc man that he walked 
to get a stomach for his meat : And I, said the poore man, walk 
to get meat for my stomach.' The sense of courape (' heart') is 
seen in Ridley, Works, 359, ' Blessed be Ood, which was and is 
the giver of that and all godly strength and stomach in the 
time of adversity ' ; and in Coverdale's tr. of Joe 2 11 ' And sence 
we herde therof , oure hert hath failed us, nether is there a good 
stomacke more in eny man, by the reason of you re commvngc.' 
Cov. even applies the word to Jehovah in Is 42" 'The Lord* 
Bhal come forth as a gyaunte, and take a stomacke to him like 
a fresh man of warre.' The sense of pride is seen in Knox, 
Works, iiL 187, 'And ye haif a Quene, a woman of a stout 
s'.omak, more styffe in opinioun nor flexibill to the veritie ' ; 
Oolding, Calein's Job, 674, "Therefore when wee come to heare 
a .sermon, let us not carie such a lof tie stomacke with us, as to 
che;ke agaynst God when we be reproved for our sinnes' ; and 
Fuller, Holy Warre, 99, ' A man whose stomach was as high as 
his birth.' This is the meaning of the word in Ps 1017, |>r. Bk. 
' a proud look and high stomach,' where Earleauotes in illustra- 
tion Katharine's character of Wolsey from Menry VIII. iv. 
ii. 33— 

' He was a man 
Of an unbounded stomach, ever ranking 
Himself with princes.' 

The word occurs figuratively in the sense of 
courage in 2 Mac 7' 1 ' Stirring up her womanish 
thoughts with a manly stomach ' {dpaevi Ovjitj, RV 
' with manly passion '). J. Hastings. 

STOMACHER is the EV tr. of W»9, Is 3 M (only). 
The derivation of the Hebrew term is very un- 
certain. There is no probability in the supposition 
that it represents two words, 'n? ' width ' and 
V? ' mantle,' although the sense thus obtained 
would yield an effective contrast with the fol- 
lowing p\? rnirp : 1 instead of a Mowing mantle, 
a girding of sackcloth' (Cheyne, PB, cf. Dillm.- 
Kittel, Jes. ad loc.). Others think that the 
antithesis suggests that V'j'n? is a kind of orna- 
mental girdle (see art. Dress, vol. i. p. 628"). 
The LXX tr. by x 4T< ^" p-*o-<nr6p<pvpo* t Aq. $Jjvn 
dyaWtdffcut, Symm. arnOoStapls, Vulg. /aria pec- 
toralis. 

The Eng. word 'stomacher' was applied to that 
part of a woman's dress which covered the breast 
and the pit of the stomach. It was usually much 
ornamented, and looked upon as an evidence of 
wealth. Coverdale translates Is 47 2 (of the de- 
grade daughter of Babylon), 'Thou shalt bringe 



forth the qnerne, and grynede nieel, put downe thj 
stomacher, make bare thy knees, and shalt wado 
thorow the water ryvers.' J. A. Selbie. 

STONE.— 1. A fragment of rock of any size from 
a pebble up to the most massive block. In AV 
' stone ' usually stands for or XlOos ; but it also 
occurs as the tr. of ah? (Ps 137" 141 8 , RV 'rock'), 
of us (Ex 4 a , AV 'sharp stone,' RV 'Hint,' Job 
22*), of enn (Job 41 s ", RV « potsherd '), of Ihy (2 S 
17 13 , Am 9", AVm), of Wrpos (2 Mac l 18 4 4 ', Jn 1"), 
and of trjipoi (Rev 2 17 ). 'Gravel stones' is for r?rj 
(La 3 18 ) ; ' corner stones' for nVii (Ps 144 1 -') ; ' chief 
corner stone' for dupoyvviaios (Eph 2*, 1 P 2 s ) ; 'a 
heap of stones ' for nca - ;? (Pr 26 8 RV) ; and ' hewn 
stone' for n'i| (Ex 20 25 ', 1 K 5 17 6" l v - ,a , Is 9'°, La 
3 8 , Ezk 4(r 12 , Am 5"). Conversely rk appears in 
EV as * weight' (Lv 19 s6 , Dt 25' 3 - 1S , 2 S 14*, Pr ll 1 
16" 20 1 "-* 3 , Mic 6", Zee 5") and as 'plummet' (Is 
34" RV). 

The stones referred to in Scripture may be 
classified according to their size and the uses to 
which they were put. Among the smaller stones 
mentioned are 'gravel stones ' (La 3 16 ) and 'stones 
of the brook' (1 S 17 40 , Job 22 M ). The smoothness 
of the latter is noted in 1 S 17*, and the effect of 
water in wearing them is alluded to in Job 14 IB . 
Stones in the soil interfered with its fertility, and 
it was part of the husbandman's work to gather 
them out. On the other hand, to scatter stones 
over the fields was one way of devastating an 
enemy's country (2 K 3 1 *- These are probably 
the opposite circumstances referred to in Ec 3*. 
The 'stony ground' (rd rerpuiSv, to TtrpZSet) of 
Mt 13*- w || is not soil full of stones, but shallow 
soil with rock near the surface (RV 'rocky'). 
Stones were convenient missiles for the hand (Ex 
21 18 , 2 S 16 8 - ,3 , Sir 22™ 27 2 \ 2 Mac I 18 4", Mk 12 4 ), 
for the sling (Jg 20 18 , 1 S 17 40 - *- 6 » J 1 Ch 12', 2 Cli 
26 14 , Pr 26 8 , Jth 6 12 , Sir 47 4 ), or for larger military 
engines (2 Ch 26", I Mac 6"). Josephus (B.J ill. 
vii. 23, v. vi. 3) gives an account of these engines 
as used in the sieges of Jotapata and Jerusalem. 
Stone projectiles roughly spherical, and 13 or 14 in. 
in diameter, have been found at Banias (Merrill, 
E. of Jordan, p. 524). A stonecast was a rough 
measure of distance (Lk 22* 1 ). Stone - throwing 
might prove fatal (Nu 35 17 - 23 ), and was a common 
method by which death -sentences were executed, 
and in which popular violence found vent. The 
verbs Vpp, Cfj, \t0d£u, KaraXiOdfa, \i$ofio\4u>, are used 
to denote this practice. A heap of stones was some- 
times raised over the bodies of those who were 
thus put to death (Jos M ), or who were other- 
wise executed (Jos 8'*) or slain (2 S 18 17 ). This is 
perhaps the fate referred to in Is 14'», La 3 s3 . Such 
neaps were also placed over ordinary tombs for pro- 
tection or to mark the spot (see Burial, vol. l. p. 
333*). The density of stones (Pr 27 3 ) made them 
convenient for use as weights (see list of passages 
above) and plummets (Is 34 u ), and also for attach- 
ing to anything to l>e sunk in water, like Jeremiah's 
book of prophecy (Jer 51 83 ), or the body of a criminal 
to be executed by drowning (Mt 18" i|). Sharp stones 
were used as knives (Ex 4' a , Mk 5 s ). In the former 
case the reference is probably to artificially fash- 
ioned knives of flint such as have been recently 
found among the prehistoric remains of Egypt 
(see FLINT, vol. ii. p. 15 ; KNIFE, vol. iii. p. 8 ; and 
Petrie and Quibell, Naquaaa and Bulla*, pp. 55- 
59). Vessels of stone are mentioned in Ex 
Jn 2". In connexion with the former passage, 
see' Wilkinson, Ancient Egypt, ii. 8; Petrie aiid 
Quibell, Xaquada and Batlas, p. 10. Small stones 
or pebbles were originally used in voting, and the 
counters of metal, etc., afterwards employed were 
still called ^<poi (4 Mac 15*. Ac 26 ,u ). 

Among larger stones, besides mill-stones (for 
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which see Mill, vol. iii. p. 369), may lie noticed 
those which covered wells (On 29 2 - 8,8,lu ) and de- 
posits of treasure (Sir 29 10 ), and those which closed 
the mouths of caves (Jos 10 18, n ), pits used as dens ( Dn 
6 17 ), and rock-hewn tombs (Mt ^7 8u ). The entrances 
of tombs were closed sometimes by stone doors hung 
on stene pivots, and sometimes by circular slabs 
like millstones set on edge, which rolled in grooves 
athwart the openings, the grooves being sloped so 
as to make the stone easy to roll to the door and 
difficult to roll away again. The entrance to the 
Tombs of the Kings at Jerusalem has both kinds 
of stone doors (see Tristram, Land of Israel, pp. 
406-7, and SWP Special Papers, p. 280 ff.). Og's 
' bedstead of iron' (Dt 3' 1 ) was probably a sarco- 
phagus of basalt, such as have been found in abund- 
ance E. of the Jordan (see Driver, Deut. in loc. ). 

Certain large stones served as landmarks, such 
as the great stone in (iibeon (2 S 20 s ), the stone of 
Bohan the son of Reuben (Jos 15" 18"), the stone of 
Zoheleth (1 K l 9 ), the stone Ezel (IS 20 ,M MT). 
Other large stones had a more or less sacred char- 
acter. Rude stone monuments of religious origin 
are still plentiful E. of the Jordan, though they 
are not found W. of it except in Galilee. They 
have been divided into four classes, menhirs or 
pillars, dolmens or stone tables, cairns or stone 
heaps, and cronUechs or stone circles. Examples 
of the first class are the 'pillar' which Jacob set 
up at Bethel and anointed (Gn 28 16 3d 14 ), and that 
wliich he erected at Mizpah (Gn 31 48 ). In early Sem- 
itic religion these pillars were associated with the 
presence of a deity, and were smeared with blood 
or oil as an act of worship (see Pillar, vol. iii. pp. 
879-81). In some cases a rude stone pillar seems 
to have served simply as a memorial (Jos 24* *, 

1 S 7 1S ) or as a monument to the dead (cf. 1 Mac 13 27 , 

2 K 23' 7 RV, Ezk 39 u ). While at first the sacred 
stone representing the deity served also as an altar, 
the latter came to be distinct at a very early 
period. It might be a natural rock (Jg 6* 11 13", 1 S 
gi4 i4*i) or artificially built of stone. In the latter 
cose the stones were unhewn (Ex 20- 9 , Dt 27 4,6 , 
Jos 8 SI ). Elijah's altar on Carmel was, no doubt, of 
this kind (1 K 18 3,ff ). Under the Maccabees the 
stones of the altar of burnt-offering in the temple 
were laid aside as defiled and a new altar was built 
(1 Mac 4 48,47 ). Ezekiel's ideal temple was to be 
provided with hewn stone tables for slaj'ing the 
sacrifices (Ezk 40 43 ) (see Altar, vol. i. pp. 75, 76. 
and Robertson Smith, JiS 184 ff., 214). The narra- 
tive in Gn 31 mentions a cairn (S?) as well as a pillar 
at Mizpah. The stones set up by Joshua at Gilgal 
(Jo-* 4) were an example of a circle with a memorial 
significance (Conder, Syrian Stine-lore, 220 ; Ben- 
zinger, Hcb. Arch. 56 ff., 379, 380). Inscriptions 
might be placed upon monumental stones (Dt 
27* "), on altars (Jos 8 M ), or on stone tablets such 
as those on which the Law was engraved. Stone, 
like wood, was among the commonest materials 
out of which idolatrous images were made (Jer 2- 7 , 
Hab 2"* etc.). Such images, as well as sacred 
pillars, were forbidden in Lv 26 l . 

The most important use of stone was, of course, 
for building. For this purpose it was regarded as 
superior to brick (Is 9 ,u ), which was substituted for 
it in Babylonia (Gn 11 s ). The chief references to 
stone as a building material are in connexion with 
the temple. Stone was among the preparatory 
stores collected by David (1 Ch 22»-" 29-). The 
foundation of the temple consisted of great costly 
hewn stones (1 K 5 17 - 18 7 1 "), and the sut>erstriicture 
was also of stone, though covered with wood ( I K 
gis 7». ii. i-') The stones were brought to the site 
in a prepared state ( 1 K 6 7 ). Hewn stone is men- 
tioned in connexion with the repairs executed by 
Joash (2K 12' 2 ) and Josiah (2K 22", 2 Ch 34"), 
and stone was among the materials of the second 



temple (Hag 2' 8 , Ezr 5 8 6 4 , 1 Es 6»- »). The size 
and splendour of the stones of Herod's temple are 
referred to in Mt 24 Ka ||. Contrasted with the 

Erocess of building is that of demolishing (Mic I s , 
.a 4'). The stones in the ruins of Jerusalem were 
dear to the exiles (Ps 102 14 ). The opponents of 
Nehemiah laughed at the idea of rebuilding the 
city walls with stones from among the rubbish 
(Neh4«). 

Some of the great stones in the foundation wall 
of the temple are visible in the Jews' Wailing 
Place. Other parts of the Avail have been reached 
by recent excavation, notably at the S.E. corner. 
The lowest stone at this point is 14 ft. long and 

3 ft. 8 in. high, 'squared and polished, with a 
finely dressed face.' If the present foundation, 
which rests on the solid rock, be really that of 
Solomon's temple, then this stone is the * founda- 
tion' or 'chiei corner stone 'so often referred to 
in Scripture (Is 28 18 , Ps 118**, Mt 21« || Ac 4", 1 P 
2"). \\ bile the ' head of the corner ' is a founda- 
tion stone, the 'head stone' (nrih \w Zee 4 7 ) is the 
highest and the last to be placed. Large as the 
temple stones are, they are small compared with 
some found in the ruins of Baalbek. Three of 
these, forming one course, are the largest hewn 
stones in the world. They are all 13 ft. high 
and as many thick, and their respective lengths 
are 64, 63J, and 63 ft. A still larger stone, 70 ft. 
long, 14 ft. thick, and 14 ft. high, lies in the 
adjacent quarry. For methods of transporting 
such stones, see Wilkinson, Anc. Eg. ii. 302- 1 U. 
The remains of quarries are visible in many places 
in Palestine, and their extent affords a measure 
of the antiquity of the building sites near them. 
The greatest quarries at Jerusalem are the caverns 
under Bezetha, from which a great part of the 
stone work of the city has been excavated. Traces 
of the process of working the quarry still remain. 
The blocks were separated from the rock by cut- 
tings from 3 to 6 in. wide made all round them 
with some instrument like a pick. The margins 
of the stones were dressed with toothed chisels 
(Benzinger, Neb. Arch. 238). In the basaltic 
rocks of Bashan there are many circular holes 

4 or 5 ft. deep, and as great in diameter, from 
wliich millstones have been quarried (Merrill, E. 
of Jordan, p. 25). 

A few references to stone are of a symbolic 
character. Jeremiah was directed to hide some 
great stones in the clay of a brick-kiln at the 
entrance to Pharaoh's house at Tahpanhes, to be 
a foundation for the throne of Nebuchadnezzar, 
which would be set up in that place (Jer 43*- w ). 
In Zee 3" a stone with seven eyes (or facets) is set 
before Joshua the high priest, and an inscription 
is to be placed upon it. This stone has been vari- 
ously understood as referring to the foundation 
stone of the temple, the ' head stone ' of Zee 4 7 , a 
jewel in the high priest's breastplate, or in Zerub- 
babel's crown, or the finished temple as a whole 
(see G. A. Smith, Twelve Prophets, ii. 296). The 
white stone with a new name written on it (Re" 
2 1 ") is likewise an obscure symbol. From the 
reference in the same verse to the ' hidden manna' 
the ' white stone ' has lieen connected with the 
Roman tessera hospitalis — the token divided be- 
tween two friends who had entered into Hospitium, 
and handed down to their descendants, so as to 
secure perpetual mutual hospitality ; or with the 
tessera frumcntaria — the token in exchange for 
which a free giant of corn was given to the poorer 
citizens of Rome. Putting aside the reference to 
the manna, a possible explanation may be found 
in the tessera gladiatoria, an oblong token of ivory 
given to a gladiator when he had passed success- 
fully through a certain number of contests. It 
had inscribed on it the name of the combatant ami 
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that of his trainer, the date of his first victory and 
the letters SP (spectatusK In Rev 18" the de- 
traction of * Babylon ' is symbolized by an angel 
casting a great stone into the sea. 

The various properties of stone give rise to 
numerous comparisons. The Egyptians sank in 
the sea like a stone (Ex 15 8 , Neh 9' 1 ). Fear made 
the enemies of Israel still as a stone (Ex lf> 18 ). 
Nabal became as a stone before his death (1 S 25 s7 ). 
The heart of leviathan is firm as a stone (Job 41"). 
The strength of stone is also alluded to in Job 6 la . 
"Ice is compared to stone (Job 3S 3J ). Other figura- 
tive usages are frequent. The deadness and 
sterility of stone gives point to the Baptist's say- 
ing in Mt 3* |l; so with its dumbness (Hab 2*', 
Lk 19*°), and inedibility (Mt 4» 7 s II). Its weight 
suggests What Jerusalem will be to the nations 
(Zee 12 3 ), and what wisdom is to the unlearned 
(Sir ff"). Its hardness supplies a metaphor for 
hardness of heart (Ezk 11* 30*). As a contrast 
to this, Ezekiel's figure is combined with an allu- 
sion to the inscribed tables of the Law in 2 Co 3 s . 
The new name lUrpot given to Simon (Jn 1") 
denoted the firmness of his character in the future. 
A slothful man is compared to a ' defiled stone ' 
(Sir 22'). God is called ' the stone of Israel ' (Gn 
4Q-*). The Messiah's kingdom is represented in 
Dn 2 s4 as a stone cut out of the mountain without 
hands, which breaks in pieces the composite image 
symbolizing the kingdoms of this world. Christ 
uses a similar figure regarding Himself (Mt 2\** 
TR, Lk 20 w ). Isaiah describes the Deliverer of 
Judah as a 'foundation' and a 'corner stone.' 
Christ applies Ps 118* to Himself (Mt 21* 1 :), and 
similar applications are found in Ac 4", 1 P 2*" 7 . 
In the latter passage Christ is called a 'living 
stone,' and Christians are also called 1 living 
stones.' The same ideas of Christ as the corner 
stone and Christians as forming a building along 
with Him, appear in Eph 2' M ' ' i . 

2. Anatomical— a testicle, Lv 21» (*?k), Dt 23' 
(in a free tr. of a^TlPx?), Job 40" (ins, RV ' thigh '). 

James Patrick. 

STONES, PRECIOUS. — This subject is both 
obscure and complex, and one on which no help 
is to be gained by relying on modern traditional 
results. The only satisfactory way to treat it 
is as a series of quite independent stages of re- 
search : — i. The actual stones known to (a) the 
ancient Egyptians, (b) the early Greeks, (c) the 
Roman writers, ii. The equivalence of Hebrew 
and Greek names, iii. The substances designated 
by the Greek names, iv. The side-light* on the sub- 
ject from (a) the Arabic or other versions, (6) the 
colour arrangement, (r) beliefs about stones, etc. 

i. It is obviously useless to attempt to identify 
gems which were unknown before the Roman 
age with any of the earlier names, and hence 
the diamond and the sapphire are outside of 
the question. It is also quite useless to expect 
the same distinctions between stones that we now 
make by chemical and crystallographic classifica- 
tion. Different materials, if of the same appear- 
ance, were doubtless classed under the same name, 
such as beryl and green felspar, or carnelian and 
fleshy felspar. On the other hand, the same 
material, under different appearances, would have 
different names, such as the many different aspects 
of quartz, in rock-crystal, amethyst, chalcedony, car- 
nelian, red jasper, green jasper, and yellow jasper. 

The stones commonly known to the Egyptians 
for jewellery and engraving are as follows, those 
not known as engraved being in brackets. These 
are arranged according to the colours, which would 
be natural classification, and which shows what is 
liable to be confounded under a single name. The 
transparent stones are in italics, according to the 
varieties actually found. Black-, [haematite], 



obsidian. Blue : amethust, lazuli. GREEN : 
serpentine, felspar, [beryl], jasper, turquoise. 
Yellow : agatz, jasper. Brown : sard, [corun- 
dum]. Red : rsd sard, [garnet], felspar, carnelian, 
jasper. WHITE : quartz, milky quartz, chalcedony. 
Two stones that might reasonably be expected in 
early use, but have never yet been found in Egypt 
before Greek times, are the onyx or nicolo (known 
to the Romans as .Egyptilla), and the olivine = 
peridot (modern chrysolite), from the Red Sea. 
And the beryl is rare before Grn;co-Roman times. 

The early Greeks, down to Theophrastus, appear 
to have had much the same series as the Egyp- 
tians ; but in Roman times, with extended com- 
merce, more of the stones became known which we 
now class as gems. With these, however, we are 
not here concerned in OT usage. 

ii. The second consideration is the equivalence 
of the Hebrew and Greek names. For, as we have 
only a few vague indications of the meanings of 
the Hebrew names, or connexions of those with 
other languages, it is really the tradition of the 
times of the LXX that has to be almost entirely 
trusted. Of lists of stones there are five to be 
considered, — The list of the breastplate (Ex 
28 17 -°), that of the king of Tyre (Ezk 28"), the 
translation of these two lists in the LXX, and the 
foundations in Rev 21 lu " i *. All these lists are 
certainly connected, as we shall see by the state- 
ment of them. 



8 Bareketh 
6 Yahaldm 

9 'Ahlainah 
12 Yashepheh 



8 Yahaldm 
fl Yashepheh 
G9 Barekath 



Tiik Brrabitlate. 

2 Pitdah 
6 Sappir 
8 Shebo 
11 Shoham 



1 'Odem 
4 X6phekh 
7 Leshem 
10 Tarshish 



The Kino op Tyre. 

2 Pifclah l 'Odem 

6 Sh6ham 4 Tarshish 

8 Nophekh 7 Sappir 



Brkasttlate and Kino or True. LXX. 

8 Smaragdos 2 Topaxlon 1 Sardion 
G86 lospis 6 Sappheiroa 4 Anthrax 

9 Amethystoa 8 Achates 7 Lifrurion 

12 Onyehion 11 Beryllion 10 Chrysolithot 

The ForsiuTiONB. 

1 laspia 2 Sapphelros 3 Chalkeddn 

4 Smaragdos 6 Sardonyx 6 Sardion 

7 Chrysolithos 8 Beryl I ob 9 Topazion 

10 Chrysoprasos 11 Hyakinthos 12 Amethystos 

Several problems meet us here. The LXX must 
either have found the lists of Ex. and Ezek. alike, 
or else have altered one into conformity with the 
other. There is one sign of confusion in the LXX, 
where silver and gold are interpolated in the 
midst of the series (marked S and G here) ; where- 
as the Heb. in Ezek. has gold at the end (marked G 
here) ; so far the Hebrew is the more consistent. 
On the other hand, it is evident that the list in 
Ezek. has been written with the list in Ex. in view : 
the first two names l>eing the same, the 2nd line 
being the 4th line in Ex., and the 3rd line being 
5, 4, 3 of Ex. in inverted order, all show that Ezek. 
is apparently a corrupted copy of Ex., perhaps 
changed by the prophet quoting from memory. 

But here another difficulty arises: the ya-shFphch 
12 in Ex. cannot but be intended by iaspts 6, 
while the yashepheh is 6 in Ezekiel. Here LXX 
agrees with Ezek. ; while, in sappir 5 in Ex. and 
7 in Ezek. , the LXX agrees with Ex. in 5 sapphciros. 
In another point probably Ex. agrees with LXX ; 
bareketh, the 'flashing' or 'lightning' stone, is 
probably quartz crystal ; and smaragdos, which 
it parallels in Ex., is also probably quartz, as we 
shall see further on. On the whole, it seems 
safest to take Ex. and LXX as equivalent list3 ; 

* The Greek forms are kept here to avoid confusion with 
English names derived from them, which now denote different 
stones. 
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granting a transposition of 12 and 6, probab'y in 
th<s Hebrew. 

iii. Next we come to the third section — tiie 
meaning of the Greek names ; and for this we 
must remember that the series should correspond 
to the stones actually in use in early times, and 
not to those which may have had those names in 
Graeco-Roman writings. (\) Sardios = 'odcm, is 
the ' blood '-coloured stone (Heb.) ; and as none of 
the early ones except red jasper can be so de- 
scribed, it seems that this must be intended. 

(2) Topazion = pitdah, is reputed to be the 
peridot, because of its being described as imported 
from tho Red Sea, as of a greenish-yellow colour, 
and as the softest of precious stones. The diffi- 
culty in this is that no instance is known of 
peridot in Egyptian work ; and this would lead us 
to look for some similar stone as the earlier repre- 
sentative of pitdah. The transparent precious 
terpentine was in use in Egypt, and is or closely 
the same colour ; in fact, of the same composition, 
but hydrated. This, then, has the best claim to be 
the original stone, for which the harder olivine, 
peridot, was later substituted. The Arabic has 
as/ar, ' yellow,' which corresponds with peridot. 

(3) Smaraqdos = bdrekcth. This is commonly 
supposed to be emerald ; but, as there is beryl also 
in the list, it is unlikely that a slight variety of 
purer and less pure colour should give occasion to 
repeat the same stone. There are two indications 
that in smaragdos is included rock-crystal. Pliny 
mentions the shortsighted Nero using an eye-glass 
of smaragdu8; the difficulty of getting emerald 
free from flaws and large enough for an eye-glass, 
the depth of colour (for this was not the lighter 
beryl), and the greater hardness of emerald, all 
make that stone very unlikely. The colourless 
rock-crystal is far more probably the material 
used. And in Rev 4 s there is described — a rain- 
bow like a smaragdus: now a colourless stone 
is tho only one that can show a rainbow of pris- 
matic colours ; and the hexagonal prism of rock- 
crystal, if one face is not developed (as is often the 
case), gives a prism of 60°, suitable to show a 
spectrum. The confusion with emerald seems to 
have arisen from both stones crystallizing in 
hexagonal prisms ; and, as the emerald varies 
through the aquamarine to a colourless state, 
there is no obvious separation between it and 
quartz crystal. The meaning of bdreketh, the 
' flashing ' or ' lightning ' stone, agrees with the 
brilliancy of rock - crystal. The Arabic has 
samuroa = smaragdus. 

(4) Anthrax - nophekh. The former name is 
generally agreed to be the carbuncle, which is the 
dark clear red garnet. Garnet was a favourite 
stone in Egypt for beads, but is not found en- 
graved, at least not till late times. 

(5) Sappheiros = sappir. There can be no doubt 
of the equivalence of these names ; yet they do 
not mean our sapphire or corundum, as that' was 
quite unknown in early times, and probably too 
hard to be engraved. Plin\ r *s description of it as 
opaque and speckled with gold, showu it to have 
been our lapls-lazull, which was used and greatly 
valued in early times. 

(6) As we cannot sever the iaspis from the 
ydshepheh, we must assume a corruption in either 
the Heb. or Greek. The Greek is more probably 
correct, as the iaspis was certainly opaque, and 
would well consort with the opaque lazuli. We 
must restore, then, (6) iaspis = yush( l pheh. The ear- 
liest jaspers mentioned by Greek writers appear 
to have been green ; and a dark green jasper was 
a favourite stone among early Greek engravers, 
and used also by Egyptians. This is probably, 
then, the iaspis. 

(7) Ligurion = leshem. The ligurion is a cor- 



ruption of lyncurion, described as brilliant yellow, 
and in Greek times apparently identified with the 
jacinth = zircon. As this is unknown in Egyptian 
work, probably yellow quartz or agate (U.) was 
intended by leshem. 

(8) Achates = shfbo. This is agreed to be con- 
nected with some varieties of modern agates. The 
black and white banded is said to be probably the 
variety earliest known as achates to the Greeks ; 
but this is little, if at all, known in Egypt until 
Greek times. From the contrasts of colour in the 
series a red agate would be the more likely here ; 
but a grey and white is the only Closely-banded 
agate that occurs in Egyptian work. If possible 
we should expect the carnelian here, as it is a 
usual stone, and yet does not appear elsewhere in 
the list. 

(9) A methystos = 'alUdmah. There is no q uestion 
as to this being the modern amethyst, which was 
frequently used in Egypt at an early date, and 
well engraved. 

(10) Carysolithos=tarshish. This stone among 
later Greeks is probably the topaz ; but, as that 
was quite unknown in earlier times, some other 
golden -coloured stone must be intended. As clear 
yellow quartz is already fixed to the ligurion, that 
is not in question ; nor would a transparent yellow- 
stone be so appropriately termed ' golden ' as an 
opaque one. The bright yellow jasper was finely 
engraved by the Egyptians of the 18th dynasty 
and onward, and that may well be the 'golden 
stone ' or chrysulithos. 

(11) Beryllion= shoham. — It is generally agreed 
that this is the modern beryl, the opaque green 
variety of the emerald ; and with this was doubt- 
less confused the green felspar, which is only dis- 
tinguished in appearance by its brighter cleavage 
and lustre. As the felspar was far more usual 
for jewellery than the beryl in early times, it is 
pretty certain that it was the shoham, afterwards 
confused with the beryl. 

(12) As we have already noticed, the ydshepheh 
has probably changed places in the Hebrew with 
yalidlum, and therefore (12) onychion = yahdlom 
seems to be the probable equivalence. This is 
usually accepted as being the modern onyx ; but 
such a stone in layers was apparently not known 
to early engravers, the first dated example being 
of the 26th dynasty. There is, however, no other 
stone which seems more probable for this name. 

It may be as well now to state what stones that 
were used for early engraving stand outside of the 
identifications we have arrived at, and appear not 
to have been used in the breastplate. The follow- 
ing were all wrought in Egypt : obsidian, black 
jasper, haematite, fawn-coloured chert, milky quartz, 
chalcedony, and turquoise. Thus no striking or 
important stone is omitted from the list of Ex. 
except turquoise, which was mainly used before 
4000 B.C., and in late times. But we have in 
several cases put down two stones to one name, 
where they were such as were likely to have been 
confounded in one class together. 

iv. We now turn to the question of colour. The 
breastplate woirid apparently have stood thus — 

S Whit* quartz 2 Yellow .serpentine 1 Red Jasper 

(I Green jasper 5 Blue lazuli 4 Red garnet 

Purple amethyst 8 Red carnelian 7 Yellow agate 

12 White and black 11 Green felspar 10 Yellow jasper 



Here there is good contrast maintained except in 
the right column, where there are two reds together 
and two yellows ; but none of these are in serious 
doubt, and if any change is suggested it would be 
by transposing t wo of these. The first entry seems 
well fixed in the lists ; and the fourth cannot 
change with the seventh without bringing rod 
garnet and carnelian together. If, however, the 
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fourth and tenth interchanged, then the opaque 
yellow jasper would he next to the opaque lazuli 
and in fine with opaque green jasj>er, which would 
be harmonious. Should this be accepted, then the 
red garnet, anthrax, would be tarshish (It.) ; and 
the yellow jasper, chrysolithos, would be nophekh. 

There now remains the question of the relation 
of the stones in Rev. to those in the OT. They 
have evidently some connexion ; but sometimes in 
the object order, sometimes in the verbal order, 
the Heb. reckoning running contrary to Greek. 
Thus there is — 

Ex. LXX 6 laspis 6 8appheiros 

Rev. 1 laspis t Sappheiros 

Ex. 8 Smarafrdos t Topazion 1 Sarrtion 
Rev. 4 Sniarogdos 6 Sardonyx 6 Sardion 

Ex. 10 Chrysolithos 11 Beryllion 12 Onyehion 
Rev. 7 Chrysolithos 8 Bcryllos 9 Topazion 

Ex. 7 Ligrurion 8 Achates 9 Amethystos 

Rev. 10 Chrysoprasos 11 Hyakinthos 12 Amethystos 

Here topazion and sardonyx appear to have 
changed places ; as, if so, the topazion would agree 
in both, and the onyehion compare with the sar- 
donyx. The chrysoprasos may well be a later 
name of the ligurion. There is, in any case, a 
strong influence of the LXX lists on the Rev. list ; 
but yet it seems much like the apparent relation 
by memory of the Ezek. list with the Ex. list in 
the Hebrew. 

A few stones occur in Rev. that are not in LXX. 
(3) Chalkzdon was a green stone according to 
Pliny, from the copper mines near Chalcedon. As 
it was only found in very small pieces, the sugges- 
tion that it was dioptase (silicate of copper) seems 
not unlikely, as that is in small crystals. (5) 
Sardonyx is doubtless the red and white onyx. 
(7) Chrysolithos in the Roman age was the present 
topaz ; while (9) topazion was the present chrysol- 
ite- peridot. (10) Chrysoprasos was probably the 
green chalcedony, or the plasma. (11) Hyakinthos 
was the present sapphire, according to the account 
of it by Solinus. Or these stones in Rev. there is 
far less doubt than of those in OT, as the writers 
on gems are nearly contemporary with Rev., and 
describe the gems in detail. 

The shamir of Ezk 3 9 'harder than flint' is 
evidently connected with the Egyptian turner and 
the Greek smiris, both of which mean corundum 
or emery. The hardness of that stone agreeing 
with the description in Ezek., leaves no doubt that 
it is the shamir. 

Finally, we may here summarize the results — 

Heb. Grttk (LXX). Early. Late. 

(Mem Sardion Red Jasper Sard 

'Ahlameh Amethystos Amethyst 
Rarekcth Smaragdos . Quartz crystal Emerald 

Lexhem Ligurion Yellow apite 

Nophekh Anthrax Garnet --Carbuncle 

(or Chrysolithos? Yellow jasper Topaz) 
Pitdah Topazion Yellow -green Peridot 

■ * • • serpentine 
Sappir Sappheiros Lazuli 
Shamir Smiris Corundum 
Shebo Achates Agate? Block and 

Red cornelian? -white 
an.1 felspar? agate 
Shoham Beryllion Green felspar Beryl 

Tarshish Chrysolithos Yellow jasper Tojmz 
(or Anthrax Garnet = Carbuncle) 

Yashepheh laspis Dark green jasper 

Yahilum Onyehion Onyx? Onyx 

Auo in Rev. 

Hyakinthos Sapphire 
Chalkedon Dioptase? 
Chrysoprasos Green chal- 

cedony or 
plasma 

Sardonyx Red and 

white onyx 

The list* of stones anciently used in pre-Greek 
times are from the writer's own observation. For 
the greater part of the information on Greek names 
and gems, King's Antique Gems has been the 



source here used. But for corroborations and 
modilications of the general views, the results of 
Prof. Ridgeway's private studies have been most 
generously communicated, especially in points 
marked (R.) ; and it must be remembered that the 
details of the reasons for some of the identifications 
cannot be fully stated or discussed in a brief out- 
line like the present. 

See, further, the separate artt. on the EV names 
of the precious stones mentioned in the Bible. 

W. M. Flinders Petrie. 

STONING. — See Crimes and Punishments, 
vol. i. p. 527*. 

STONY.— 1. In the Preface to AV the word 
■ stony ' is used with the meaning ' made of stone ' : 
'Although they build, yet if a fox go up, he shall 
even break down their stony wall.'* Cf. Shaks. 
Jul. Cassar, I. iii. 93, 'Nor stony tower, nor walls 
of beaten brass.' 2. In Mt 13 s - *°, Mk 4 8 - 18 ' stony ' 
means 'rocky' {ra wtroiLSii, AV 'stony places,' 
RV ' rocky places '). This is the meaning also in 
Ps 141 8 '\\ hen their judges are overthrown in 
stony places' (y^p RV 'by the sides of the 
rock'). Cf. Raleigh, Guiana, 69, 'The maine 
hanks being for the most part stonie and high.' 
So ' stone ' is used for ' rock ' in Peres the Plough- 
mans Crede, 8U6— 

' And sythen his blissed body was in a ston byried, 
And descended a-doune to the dark helle' ; 

and by Coverdale in Is 51 l 'Take hede unto the 
stone, wherout ye are hewen, and to the grave 
wherout ye are digged.' 3. In Ezk ll 1 " 36* and 
Sir IT 18 ' stony ' means ' hard as stone,' as in Shaks. 
Merck, of Venice, IV. i. 4 — 

' Thou art come to answer 
A stony adversary.' 

J. Hastings. 
STOOL.— 1. A chair of honour for a guest, 2 K 4 10 
' Let us set for him there a ImhI, and a table, and a 
stool.' (So RV, though the Heb. is k©?, which 
elsewhere means a royal throne or other seat of 
state: the LXX gives 8l<f>pos, which is tr 4 'stool' 
in A V of 2 Mac 14" but in RV « chair of state '). 

In older English ' stool ' was used freely for any kind of seat, 
as in Chaucer, Wife of Bath'* PnA. 287, ' Spones and stoles, and 
al swich housbondrve ' ; Mk 11 IB Tind. ' the stoles of them that 
sold doves' («t«.W. AV 'seats'); 1 S 1» Cov. 'Eli the prest 
sat upon a stole by the poste of the temple of the Lordc' 
(AV 'upon a seat'); Job 2ff» Cov. 'He holdcth back his stole, 
that it cannot be seen ' (n?;-j5, A V and RV ' the face of his 
throne'); Jer 17° Cov. 'Then shal there go thorow the gates 
of this cite, kinges and prynces, that Bhall syt upon the stole of 
David ' (K?9, AV and RV ' throne ') ; 29>« Cov. ; 83" Cov. ' David 
shal never want one, to syt upon the stole of the house of 
Israel ' (K35"Sy, AV and RV ' upon the throne,' which is Cover- 
dale's own tr. of the some Heb. in v.^i). 

2. Mother's bearing stool (but see Holzinger in 
loc., and Expos. Times, xii. 165), Ex l' 8 'upon the 
stools,' RV 'upon the birthstool ' (Heb. c^K.T^y, 
found only in dual, its only other occurrence 
being Jer 18 s , where it describes the potter's 
wheel, ' two discs revolving one above the other' ; 
cf. vol. iii. p. 367*). J. Hastings. 

STORAX.— See MYRRH, POPLAR, Stacte. 

STORK (*rfpq hdsiduh).— Although one of the 
commonest and the largest birds of Bible lands, the 
LXX translators do not seem to have known its 
name, as they render hdsiduh in the six passages 
where it occurs bv four different words (Lv U 1 ", 
Ps 104" ipaSiii, I)t 14 18 reXes-d*-, Jer 8 7 , Job 3D 13 
aaiSi [transliterated], Zee 5" firo^). There is, how- 
ever, no doubt as to its identity. Two species are 
found in the Holy Land — the Mack stork, Ciconit 
nigra, L., and the white stork, (-'. alba, L. The 

• In the text of Neh 4 s it is 'their stone wall.' the form 'theii 
stony wall ' being from Coverdale and the Geneva Bible. 
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former is a little smaller than the latter, and less 
common in the southern and western districts. 
It is more common towards the north-east. Its 
colour is black, and it is a shv bird, frequenting 
the desert, where it lives in flocks. The white 
stork is 44 in. long and has black wings, but the 
coverts and rest of its plumage are white. The 
beak, legs, and skin about the eyes are red ; the 
iris is dark brown. 

Few as are the passages in which the stork is 
mentioned, we tan gather from them some of its 
chief traits: (1) It was an unclean bird (Lv. and 
Dt. I.e.) ; this corresi>onds to its food, which con- 
sists of reptiles, amphibians, and garbage. (2) In 
the obscure passage (Job 39 ia ) there may be a 
reference to the contrast between the supposed 
indifference of the ostrich to its young and the 
proverbial affection of the stork. This, however, 
is uncertain ; see the Comm. ad loc. (3) The stork 
nests in fir trees (Ps 104"). Most storks in Pales- 
tine now nest in the tops of ruins. In many 
places in other countries they build on chimney 
tops. But there is abundant evidence that they 
even now sometimes nest in trees in the Holy 
Land, as well as in other countries. It has lieen 
well observed by Tristram that, in ancient times, 
when there were fewer ruins and more trees, storks 
must perforce have resorted to the trees and rocks. 
He says that the black storks still always prefer 
trees. (4) The migrations of the stork at definite 
times (Jer 8 7 ) did not escape notice. At such 
times it flies high 'in the heaven.' There are 
abundant illustrations of the regularity with which 
these birds return to their old haunts year after 
year, and repair the very nests which they had 
before occupied both as offspring and parents. (5) 
Their power of wing and the sound as of wind 
made by their flight are alluded to (Zee 5"). The 
spread of their wings is nearly 7 feet. 

G. E. Post. 

STORY.— In older Eng. 'story' and 'history' 
(of which 'story' is an aphetic form) were used 
interchangeably. We accordingly find 'history' 
applied to romance, and 'story' to continued his- 
torical narrative. In Pref. to AV the translators 
even use the word 'story' of history in general, 
' This will easily be granted by as many as know 
storie, or have any experience. The word 'story' 
occurs in AV (outside the A poor. )only in 2 Ch 13 58 
24 ,/7 , for which see art. COMMENTARY in vol. i. 
p. 459 b . In the Apocr. it is used as the tr. of 
Iffropia in 2 Mac 2**-»-* of Sity™ in 2 W , and of 
<r6rrat« in 15 38 - and in 1 Es If ij pip\os run lo~ro- 
povfiipuv -rtpi Turn (3aai\4uv tt)s 'lovdaias is tr" 1 ' the 
book of the stories of the kings of Judah.' Cf. 
Rhemish NT, note on Jn 5' 1 'The force of'divers 
waters in the world is justly attributed by our 
forefathers and good stories to the prayers and 
presence of Saincts, which profane incredulous men 
referre onely to nature.' Tindale says ( Expos. 201 ) 
' We believe not only with story faith, as men 
believe old chronicles.' 

Storywriter, for ' historian ' (i.e. chronicler), 
occurs in 1 Es 2" (6 ypawiarevt ; RVlii 'recorder'), 
and 2 s * (6 yp6.<fmv rd irpoairlTrovra) ; in the latter 
verse ypannarevt is tr* 1 ' scribe.' J. Hastings. 

STOUT, STOUTNESS.— The modern meaning of 
the Eng. word 'stout,' viz. solid, substantial (and 
then corpulent), suggests a connexion with Lat. 
stolidus and the root sto, to stand ; Lilt the word is 
of Low Germ, origin (coming to us through the 
French), and in its earliest use signified 'brave,' 
' bold,' ' impetuous.' 

In AV the meaning is bold in Job 4 M , Dn 7 20 , and 
pre-iumptttoHs in Is 10 ,a , Mai 3'*. Stouthearted 
occurs in Ps 76*, Is 46 ,a with the former meaning 
(Heb. 3 1 ? tid), The suhst. stontneM is found in 



Is 9*, also with the meaning of boldness, as in 
Golding, Calvin's Job, 570, ' For what is the cause 
that ottentymes wee dare not undertake a good 
quarell, but for that we have not the stoutnesse 
and skill too resist so stedfastlyaa were requisite?' 

J. Hastings. 
STRAIT.— The Eng. words 'strait 'and 'strict' 
are doublets, the latter coming directly from Lat. 
strict us,* ptcp. of stringere, to draw tight ; the 
former through the Old Fr. estrcit or estrait (mod. 
Strait ).+ ' Strait ' is an adj., an adv., a subst. , and 
a verb. 

As an adj. 'strait' means in AV either lit. 
narrow, confined, or fig. strict, rigorous. 

1. Sarrow, conflnrd : e.g. 2 K 0' ' The place where we dwell 
with thee is too strait tor us' (1:50 is, LXX nn« if! nu*>); 
Mt 71* I* ' Enter ye in at the strait (fate . . . because strait is 
the gate ' (rri>»;). 

2. Strict, rigorous.— The transition from the lit. to the fig. 
sense is seen in 2 Es 7'*- ls &'\ thus7 18 'The righteous shall suffer 
strait things, and hope for wide (Jerent aitgimta *peran'e$ 
malum); for they that have done wickedly have suffered 
the strait things, and yet shall not see the wide.' Then the flif. 
sense appears in 7 n 'God hath given strait commandment' 
(mandant mandacit ; KV ' straitly commanded '). 

As an adv. 'strait' means closely, narrowly. It 
occurs in 1 Es 5™ ' The heathen . . . holding them 
strait ' {iroXiopicoCrres, RVm ' besieging them ') ; and 
1 Mac 13* 

As a subst. : e.g. La 1* • All her persecutors over- 
took her between the straits ' (onysfl pj, RV 'within 
the straits'). 

As a verb ' strait ' occurs only in Sus M ' I am 
straited on every side,' where mod. editions give 
' straitened ' (ffrtvd /iot irdyroOtv). 

The verb straiten is used both literally and 
figuratively. 

I. Literally it means (1) to shorten or narrow, e.g. Job 371* 
' The breadth of the waters is straitened ' (p>C3, lit ' in narrow- 
ness,' i.e. ' in a narrow channel,' RVm 'congealed 'X 

a. Figuratively, 'straiten' means narrow (opp. 'enlarge') or 
confine, ami so hamper : Job 12** ' He enlargeth the nations and 
straiteneth them again' (Heb. as RV 'bri.-igeth them in,' RVm 
' leadeth them away '), 18?, Pr 4 12 (both of the straitening of 
steps—' Widening of the steps is a usual Oriental figure for the 
bold and free movements of one in prosperity, as straitening of 
them is for the cons' rained and timid action of one in adversity ' 
— Davidson on Job 18"). 

The adv. straitly means either (1) closely, Jos 
1 'Jericho was straitly shut up' (n-ijrpi n-u?, 
RV 'shut the gates, and was shut in') ; Wis 17" 
' was straitly kept ' (iippovptiro, KV ' was kept in 
ward ') ; Sir 2o lu ' keep her in straitly ' (o-repiuaop 
<pv\aK-t)v, IIV ' keep strict watch ') : or (2) strictly, 
as Ac 4" 'Let us straitly threaten them' (TR 
dir«Xtf aTti\naii>iifda ; edd. omit dretXji, whence KV 
' let us threaten them '). 

Btraitnesa,— Dt 28 M 'In the siege and in the 
straitness, wherewith thine enemies shall distress 
thee' (RV 'shall straiten thee'), so vv."* w , Jer 19". 
The word also occurs in Job 36 18 opposed to 'a 
broad place,' and 2 Mac 12* (mtrirnp). Cf. Is 58" 
Cov. ' Wherfore fast we (sayc they) and thou seist 
it not ? we put our lives to straitnesse, and thou 
regardest it not?' J.Hastings. 

STRANGE, STRANGER.— Both these words have 
shades of meaning in AV which are now almost 
obsolete, and they are also used to represent 
various Heb. terms, whose significations are materi- 
ally distinct. On the other hand, the word 'strange' 
has a connotation in modern English which it 
never possesses in the OT, and very rarely in the 
NT. Hence in many passages considerable con- 
fusion, which might have been obviated by a 

• Chaucer uses the ptcp. In its lit. sense, 'drawn,' applying it 
to a sword : Sonne Preette* Tale, 537— 

' Pirrus with his streitc swerd 
When he hadde hent king Priam by the berd, 
And slayn him.' 
t 'Straight' is a distinct word, from Anglo-Sax. itreht, ptcp. 
of ttreccan, to stretch. 
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change of rendering in the RV, is produced in the 
mind of the English reader. 

' Strange ' (Old Fr. estrange, Lat. extranet!*) and 
'stranger' mean in a great many instances simply 
'foreign'* [a word unknown to AV except in 
1 Mac 15 s , 2 Mac 10 34 ; hut introduced by ItV in 
Zeph l 8 , Ac 26 u in place of AV 'strange'] and 
'foreigner' (AV only Ex 12 45 [wrongly for 'so- 
journer,' a<pn], Dt 15 s , Ob 11 , Eph 2> 9 [wrongly for 
•sojourner,' rdpoinos]; but introduced by R V in 
Lv 22 s8 , Dt 17" 23* 29", by Amer. RV in Rn 2 W 
and 2 S 15 M for AV 'stranger,' and by RV in Dt 
14 21 for AV 'alien'). It would conduce to clear- 
ness if, in the great majority of instances where 
(as in all the above OT passages except Ex 12 45 as 
noted) derivatives of the root 123 are employed, the 
renderings * foreign ' and ' foreigner ' were adopted. 
Thus we should have ' foreigner(s) ' for "«?:(n)^ (lit. 
' son of foreignness') or 'j(n) in On 17 12 (defined 
by the || ' not of thy seed ') B , Ex 12° [all P], Lv 
22* [H], 2 S 22'« « = Ps 18 to - * Ezk 44 7 - » «*, Nell D 2 , 
Is 56 s - « 6O l0 61» 62 s , Ps 144 7 - 11 ; and 'foreign (not 
•strange') god(s)' ("i=i S< Dt 32", Mai 2", Ps81 10 ; 
'j Dn 11 s9 ; ';(.i) *rfm On 35* 4 , Jos 24»- *'[all E], 
Jg 10 18 , 1 S 7», Jer 5 rf , 2 Ch 33* ; rj^?""»» T^B Dt 
31 l8 ) ; 'foreign vanities,' i.e. idolatries ('z 'V^n Jer 
8 ,u ); 'foreign altars' ('3 nin?rp 2 Ch 14 2 ) ; ' foreign 
(toil ' ('3 tryvs Ps 137*) ; * everything foreign ' ('3-^3 
Neh 13*). 

The same rendering would reproduce in On 
31 14 [but here, perhaps, in narrower sense of ' not 
of one's father's family '], Dt 14-' [l| ii] 15 3 (cf. c-x 
17 ,s ) 23" [opp. ' thy brother'] 29 21 [ + ' who cometh 
from a far distant land '], Jg 17 12 (defined by ' who 
is not of the children of Israel '), Rn 2 W , 2 S 15" 
[I! n}J ' exile '], 1 K 8" [ + ' who is not of thy people '] 
=2 Ch 6 s2 , v.« = 2 Ch 6", Is 2 8 , La 5*. Ob 11 [both 
|| B*ij]. So we should have a ' foreign (not ' strange ') 
people ' (n;j cb Ex 21 8 [E]), ' foreign apparel ' 
('3 cn*S; Zeph l 8 ), ' foreign land ' (npyj p$ Ex 2" [J] 
18 s [E]) ; note esp. riv-ia^ ovj of ' strange {i.e. foreign 
[non-lsr.]) wives' (1 K ll'- 8 , Ezr 10-- ">• »; »• »• la - 
Neh 13 21 - * 7 ). A ' strange woman ' (nnjj) is a techn. 
term in Proverbs for a harlot (perhaps because in 
Israel harlots were originally chiefly foreigners) : 
Fr 2"» 7 s 5* [all || tjj (n/>)] 6 M [II jrj 23" [ii nil} 

The word ij, which is also frequently rendered 
• stranger' in AV, can in some of its usages hardly 
be distinguished in sense from '"!;} (see art. 
Foreigner), but, if a distinctive Eng. term be 
desired, we would suggest 'alien' (used in AV in 
Ex 18 s [wrongly for ' sojourner,' ger], Dt 14°, Job 
19 19 , Ps GO 8 ' 9 ', *La & [all njj], Is 61 s [i?J 7?], He 
ll w [dX\jrpt«], Enh 2" [dTTiXkurpiuntvot || (ifoi] ; and 
introduced by RV in Pr 5 10 [i;], Ezk 44 7 [ipri?], and 
by Amer. RV in Ps 144 7 - 11 -j?]), 

Zdr may denote ' alien ' or ' strange ' in a nar- 
rower or a wider sense ; (a) strange to a person : 
Job 1C 27 'and mine eyes shall behold, and not 
another' (m. ' as a stranger'), a passage of doubtful 
meaning ; Pr 14'° ' The heart knoweth its own 
bitterness, and a stranger doth not intermeddle 
with its joy ' ; 27 a ' I-et another man praise thee 
... a stranger . . . ' ; cf. the 'alien woman ' (nfH 
.tj;) of Pr 2> 8 o 3 - 20 7* 22" 23 M [several times || nn?„ 
see above]. (6) Strange to a family, i.e. belonging 
to another household : Dt 25*. 1 K3 18 , Job 19 16 , Ps 
109", Pr S 10 - 17 6 1 11" 20 le 27 13 ; fig. of another house- 
hold than Ood's, Hos 5 7 ; esp. of another family 
than the priests ( Ex 29*3J» Nu3 ,0 S8 17»[Eng. 16 W J 
18 7 [all P], Lv 22">- > 2 - 13 [all H]), or of another tribe 
than Levi (Nu 1" 18* [both P]). (c) Strange to a 
land, i.e. foreign ; so freq. plur. onj ' foreigners,' 

* Cf. t'dall, Erann. Paraph. I. fol. 65, 'the straunge woman' 
(of the Syro-Phcenician); Homiliet, p. 512, 'a certain strange 
ptulanopher' ; Shakn. Henry VIII. II. iv. 15 — 

' I am a most poor woman, and a stranger, 
Born out of your dominions. 1 



'aliens' (often with the implication of hostility): 
Hos 7 9 8 7 , Is I 7 *" 25-'- 8 29* 01 s , Jer 5' 9 30" 51 J - M , La 
5 s , Ezk 7 J1 ll 9 16 M 28 7 10 30 12 31", Jl 4 (3) 17 , Ob", 
Job 15 19 , Ps 54 s |3 ' ; note esp. the phrases a ' strange 
god' (1? Ps 44««») 81»«, Is 43 ,a [i) alone, cf. 
D-jj 'strange ones' in Dt 32 18 and in Jer 2" 3 1 *]), 
'strange (i.e. foreign) waters' (2 K 19* 4 , Jer 18"), 
'strange slips' ("ij moi, lit. 'vine-slip of an alien,' 
Is 17 lu ) ; Ood's torah is counted as alien (w?nj ins? 
Hos 8 ,a ); 'his work is alien '(Is 28 SI , see below), 
(d) Strange to the Law : ' strange incense ' (.Til rnep 
Ex 30* [P]); 'strange fire' (.tjj oh Lv 10>, Nu 3* 
26" [all P]). See NadaB. 

The LXX and NT equivalents of 'strange 'and 
'stranger' in the senses discussed above will be 
found under art. Foreigner. 

The idea of foreign naturally leads to that of 
unfamiliar or unknown : Job 19 18 ' I am become 
a foreigner (->?..) in their eyes'; Ps 69 s ' 9 ' '1 am 
become estranged (ino) unto my brethren, and a 
foreigner ('-i?;) to my mother's children ' ; Ec 6* 
' a stranger ("!?:) eateth it' ; Is 28 21 ' foreign (nnfj) 
is his task, alien (ij) his act' [cf. the common ex- 
pression ' this is foreign to one's nature ' : or is the 
meaning here that he acts as if dealing with 
(foreign) enemies ?] ; Jer 2 21 ' a foreign vine ' (•"in?; |?a 
lig. of degenerate Israel) ; Pr 20 18 27", where "ij and" 
*"!?} are both used of persons unknown to one.* 

This last usage approaches, but does not reach, 
the modern sense of 'strange,' namely peculiar or 
wonderful, a sense which is pretty near to that re- 
presented by ^tviiovri nva (' certain strange things') 
or Ac 17* (cf. {eWfowrai trvfttftoped, 'strange suffer- 
ings' of 2 Mac 9"), geWfwrai ('they think it 
strange') of 1 P 4 4 , and nij gerifeirfc (' think it not 
strange ') of v. 12 . Once only is this sense unmis- 
takably conveyed by 'strange' in canonical Scrip- 
ture, namely in Lk S 28 ' YVe have seen strange 
things to-day.' The Or. is rapddoi-oi, which occurs 
in the same sense in the Apocrypha in Jth 13'*, 
Wis 5 J 19* (cf. v. 8 Oavimarjs), Sir 43 s *, 2 Mac ^[EV 
in last ' contrary to expectation ']. 

It is most unfortunate and confusing that AV 
uses 'stranger' also to represent i| or (thrice, Lv 
25«. *5. ^e allied term a^ip, words which would 
be much more happily rendered 'sojourner.' 
'Stranger' might suitably be retained as tr" of 
lx>th and i; in the few instances where their 
specific renderings ' foreign(er)' and 'alien' hardly 
suit the idiom or the context. The standing and 
privileges of the ger (the familiar ' stranger within 
thy gates') are described fully in art. (Jer. 

J. A. Seldib. 

STB AW (jo? teben, in Is 25" J9i?9 mat Men ; &x v P0", 
palea). — The Hebrew tchen is the same as the 
Arabic tibn, which is the straw of wheat and 
barley cut by the threshing machine into pieces 
from £ to 2 in. long, and more or less split and 
torn, and mixed with chat!'. It is the universal 
accompaniment to the provender of the domestic 
herbivorous animals. It is usually mixed with 
barley, and takes the place of hay- It was mixed 
with clay in the manufacture of unbaked bricks 
(see Dillm.-Rvssel on Ex f> 7 ). In one passage (Jer 
23*) AV tr. it ' chaff,' RV ' straw ' (see Chaff). 
In one (Job 21") AV and RV tr. it 'stubble.' In 
all the rest (On 24 2S - -\ Ex 5 7 - ,0 - »■ ia - 18 , Jg I0», 
1 K 4*. Job 41 2T , Is ll 7 65") both VSS tr. it 
'straw.' As 'straw' in Western languages refers 
to whole stalks of the cereals, it might lie better 
to adopt the Arab, tibn, a word now well under - 

* The denom. verb "123 occurs in Hithp. in sense of ' make 
oneself strange,' 'net as a stranger' in (in 42 7 (of Joseph's 
attitude to his brothers) and 1 K 14-' * (of JerolKiam's wife feign- 
ing herself to be a stranger). In Dt 'Ai-i the words 
(AV ' lest their adversaries should behave themselves strangely ') 
appear to mean 'Ust . . . should misdeem' (RV). i.e. fail to 
recognize the truth llit. 'treat as foreign, - cf. Jer 19*J. 
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stood, and which is better than ' cut straw,' as it 
includes the chaff. There is no reason for the 
rendering 'stubble' or 'chaff.' Whole straw is 
seldom used for any purpose in the East. 

G. E. Post. 
STREAM.— See BROOK and River. 

STREET. — In Oriental towns the streets seem to 
owe their form and direction more to accident 
than design. The houses are built with a view to 
seclusion and comfort within, and with little care 
as to what is without. Space is precious, so the 
streets are narrow ; and as no order is enforced in 
building, they twist and turn among the houses 
with bewildering effect. They are usually un- 
paved, and go swiftly to mud in rainy weather. 
Often, in spite of the industry of innumerable 
dogs, the refuse cast out is at once offensive and 
dangerous to health. The upper storeys frequently 
project over the street, leaving only a narrow 
opening overhead. This utilizes space, and forms 
a shelter from heat. In unwalled towns and vil- 
lages, in obedience to the instinct of defence, the 
houses are crushed closely together : the openings 
between them are rather alleys than streets. 
Schick gives the average width of the streets in 
Jerusalem as 2 75 m. (ZDPV, 1884, iv. 217); the 
artvurol of Josephus (B J v. viii. 1) would still 
accurately describe most of them. Where a town 
is built on a steep slope, as, e.g., in Safed, the roofs 
of the lower houses sometimes form the street in 
front of the higher. 

Tobit (13 n ) sees the streets of the future Jeru- 
salem 'paved with beryl, and carbuncle, and 
stones of Ophir ' (cf. Rev 21 21 ). Herod the Great 
laid a main street in Antioch with ' polished 
stone' (Job. Ant. XVI. v. 3). This is the first 
mention of actual pavement. Agrippa II. con- 
sented to the paving of Jerusalem with white 
stone (ib. XX. ix. "). The two spacious thorough- 
fares characteristic of Syro-Greek and Syro-Roman 
cities, which cut through the city at right angles, 
were commonly paved with stone. Their remains 
can be traced in Bozrah, Damascus, etc.; but by 
far the finest example is found at Shnhha, on the 
north-western shoulder of Jebel Hauran. In 
some cases the central roadway was separated 
from the passage for foot passengers on either 
side by a stately colonnade. The imposing effect 
of this arrangement may still be seen among the 
ruins of J crash. 

Men of the same trade are usually found in one 
street. In Jer 37 zl we read of the ' bakers' street.' 
Josephus (BJ v. viii. I) says Titus entered through 
the second wall ' at the place where are the mer- 
chants of wool, the braziers and the market for 
cloth.' So in Cairo and Damascus, for instance, 
we have the bazaars of the braziers, the silver- 
smiths, the saddlers, etc. The goods are exposed 
for sale in little shops whose fronts are entirely 
open. The bazaars are frequently roofed with 
glass. As strictly business streets, they are shut 
at sunset, and closely guarded. 

pn, ' what is without,' is the Heb. word which 
properly corresponds to street : a'irrj is unhappily 
often so rendered, esp. in AV (less often in RV), 
but it really means broad or open place (cf. Driver 
on Am 5" or Dn 9°). For pn LXX gives 686s (Is 
5* etc.), goto (2 S 1 M etc.), SloSos (Is 7 M ), *XaTe?a 
(Ps 18-" etc.) ; for pn-jr^K (Job 18 17 ), ivi vp6auTov 
ti-urdpw, where the sense is obviously ' on the face 
of the earth' (Davidson, Job, ad lor.). In each 
case AV and RV render 'street.' This is right 
« hen the reference is to the outside of the house. 
The context determines the meaning. In P,s 144 13 
RV gives correctly 'in our fields.' nirn is repre- 
sented in LXX by 686s (Is 59"), 6loSos (Dt 13"), 
IvavXis (Ps 144"); but the usual equivalent is 



tXot«o, in which the root idea is the same. It 
applies to the open space at the gate (see Open 
Place) where assemblies met, cases were tried, 
and business done ; also to any square or open 
space in the city, as, e.g., before the house of God 
(Ezk lO'"). pw occurs in Pr 7 8 , Ec l2*-», Ca 3*. 
In the first LXX renders SioSos, 'thoroughfare'; 
in the others dyopd. This corresponds with Arab. 
s6k=' market,' or 'place of concourse': ztihak is 
used for the common passages between the houses. 

In NT rXareta and (xt'pi) are practically synony- 
mous. Although in Lk 14 s1 we read rXardas koI 
i>0fias, possibly here implying distinction in breadth, 
and rendered 'streets and lanes,' yet the street 
called Straight in Damascus is called uOfin (Ac 9"), 
and it was one of the finest streets in Syria. For 
070/xx (Mk 6 M ) RV gives correctly ' market place.' 

W. Ewixc. 

STRENGTH OP ISRAEL — The EV tr. of the 

Divine title hnfT. n« in IS 15*. The word n>j 
occurs parallel with "fin, insert, rrnii, in a 

list of Divine attributes in 1 Ch 29", where it is 
tr. in EV 'victory' (so LXX rkij). Driver (Heb. 
Text 0/ Samuel, p. 98) points out that the proper 
meaning of the root nsj is splcnduit, and argues 
that the sense of victory is a special and derived 
one. He adopts for Skit' mu the tr. ' the Glory of 
Israel ' (similarly, Lohr). H. P. Smith (following 
the Vulg. triumphator) renders ' the Victor ' ; 
Wellh. 'the Faithful one: The LXX in 1 S 15 s * 
has koX StaipfO-fifferai 'IffparjX els 860, which implies 
that the Gr. translator read or misread awr for mu. 

J. A. Selbie. 
STRIKE, STROKE.— The verb ' to strike ' is of 
Anglo-Sax. origin, coming from strican ' to ad 
vance swiftly and smoothly ' (Middle Eng. striken ),* 
though it is allied to Lat stringere ' to touch 
swiftly and lightly, graze.' It is thus properlv an 
intrans. verb, its trans, form being ' stroke ' (from 
Anglo -Sax. stracian, causal of strican). But 
' strike ' early adopted a transitive sense, and the 
two verbs were not kept distinct. 

1. In AV 'strike' occurs transitively in the 
phrase ' strike through.' 

For example : Jg 5** ' When she had pierced and itricken 
through his temples ' , 0% RV ' 806 struck through his 

temples ' ; Moore ' she . . . demolishes his temple, lit. makes it 
vanish,' with a long note justifying the tr.; the Oxf. Heb. Lex. 
gives 'pierce' ; the Heb. vb. is usually intrans. 'pass on or away." 
but here and in Job 202* it is trans. ' pass through ') ; Job 20** 
•The bow of steel shall strike him through,' Ps 110», Pr 7=», 
La 4 9 , Hab 3'* (RV 'pierce"). It is a strong phrase meaning 
to truth, and the verb ' strike ' has its original meaning of swift 
motion. Cf. Milton, Reform, in Eng. L "The bright and 
blissful Reformation (by Divine Power) strook through the 
black and settled Night of Ignorance and Anti • Christian 
Tyranny.' 

2. Through the confusion between ' strike ' and 
' stroke,' the former came to mean rub smoothly. 
There are some examples in AV. 

Ex 127 • They shall take of the blood and strike it on the two 
side-posts' (unj, LXX Nran>i RV 'put if); so 12»; also 
2 K 511 'He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on 
the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the 
place, and recover the leper' (D^pJC"^ TJ?» LXX intisu 
ri.t x^f - '«"' *•» rem, RV 1 wave his hand over the place ' 
—because it is the same Heb. verb that is used for 'waving' the 
'wave-offering' [Ex 28 s *-* etc.], for waving the hand as a signal 
[Is 132J, and the like- see Oxf. Deb. Lex. $. ipj); To 11" 'He 
stroke of the gall on his father's eyes ' (av>»ri»«*i ri.t iwi 
reif iiUttX.tf.if). Cf. Holland, Pliny, ii. 318, ' If the side-posts or 
doore-checks of any house be striked with the said bloud, where- 
soever magicians are busie with their feats and juggling casts, 
they shall take no effect.' 



* This early meaning is most nearly seen in the phrase 
stricken in age or in yeart: Gn 18" 'Now Abraham and 
Sarah were old and well stricken in age ' [C*p;3 0"K?, which is 
always the Heb. whether the Eng. be 'age' (Gn 18" 24 1 . Jos 
23'- '*) or 'years' (Jos 131 bit)] ; Lk l 7 'They both were now well 
stricken in years' Otffiifirjutt; i» t«7» rMtpmt «Ct£»), l'». Cf. 
Robinson's More't Utopia, 2!», ' I chaunced to espye this fore- 
saydc Peter talkynge with a certayne Straunger, a man well 
stricken in age.' 
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3. To ' strike sail ' is simply to haul it down in 
order to ease the ship : Ac 27" ' strake sail,' Gr. 
XaXdffayrts rb ck€wk, R V 1 they lowered the gear ' — 
see Smith, Voyage and Shipwreck, p. 105 ft". ; 
Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller, 329 f.; and the 
notes hy Page and by Knowling. 

4. To 'strike hands' is to become security, as 
Pr 17 18 'A man void of understanding striketh 
hands, and becometh surety in the presence of his 
friend,' so 6 1 ll 16 "- 22* Job 17 s , Ad. Est 14". The 
expression is Heb. and arises from the action. 

5. In the Pref. to AV occurs the rare but intel- 
ligible phrase 1 strike the stroke ' ; ' The vintage 
of Abiezer, that strake the stroke ; yet the glean- 
ing of grapes of Ephraim was not to be despised.' 

6. The verb ' to strike ' is used for the action of 
God's hand in disease or death, and the result is a 
•stroke.' 

Strike: 2 8 12" "The Lord struck the child that Uriah* wife 
bare unto David, and it was very sick ' ; 2 Ch Vf*> ' The Lord 
struck him, and he died 1 ; Is 1* ' Why should ye be stricken any 
more?'; Iff* ' Surely they are stricken' (O'Kjj'illt, EV 'utterly 
stricken'); 68* 'We did esteem him stricken"; 63» 'For the 
transgressions of my people was he stricken' (m) jrjj, BVm 
'to whom the stroke was due' — see Cheyne's and Skinner's 
notes). Cf. Knox, Works, Hi. 231, 'I can not but feir lyke 
plagues to stryke the realme of England ' ; Bunyan, Holy H ar, 
27, 1 My brave Lord Innocent fell down dead (with grief, some 
say ; with being poisoned with the striking breath of one Ill- 
Pause, as say others).' 

Stroke : Job 23 a ' My stroke is heavier than my groaning' (so 
RV ; Heb. lit. as AVm ' my hand ' : but it is scarcely possible, 
says Davidson, that ' my hand ' should mean ' the hand of God 
upon me,' ».«. ' my stroke ' ; see his note) ; 86 18 ' Beware lest he 
take thee away with his stroke' (Pftf? ^'PH'- BV Me8t thou 
be led away by thy sufficiency,' BVm ' lest wrath lead thee away 
into mockery ') ; Fs 39 10 ' Remove thy stroke away from me ' ; 
Is 14 s ' He who smote the people in wrath with a continual 
stroke'; Ezk 24 16 '1 take from thee the desire of thine eyes 
with a stroke.' The ' stroke ' * of OT, as of Is 63*- 8 , was prob- 
ably leprosy ; in modern language a ' stroke ' is paralysis. See 
art. Flag uk in vol. iii. p. 887°. Cf. Shaks. Rich. 11. in. i. 31— 

' More welcome is the stroke of death to me 
Than Bolingbroke to England.' 

Timon of At/urns, IV. i. 23— 

' Plagues, incident to men, 
Your potent and infectious fevers heap 
On Athens, ripe for stroke.' 

J. Hastings. 
STRIPES. — See Crimes and Punishments, 
vol. i. p. 527. 

STUBBLE.— In one place (Job 21") this is the 
unfortunate tr° (AV and RV) of teben (see Straw). 
In all other places it is the equivalent, in both 
Eng. VSS, of »p hash. The LXX tr. this word 
in two places (Job 13 s8 41 s8 ) xbprot; in eight 
KaXd>ij ( = ' stubble ' or ' straw '), and in four tppv- 
yava ('dry sticks' and 'stems,' including stubble, 
such as are gathered for fuel). This is the current 
(not classical) meaning of the Arab, cognate Icnsh. 
Once (Is 33") the expression 'ye shall bring forth 
stubble' is tr. by LXX alffOvefaeo-Ot (B), 'ye shall 
perceive,' or aurxwe^o-tvOe (««•'), 'ye shall be 
ashamed,' evidently a different reading. Grain in 
Bible lands is not cut by the sickle, but pulled up 
by the roots, or the straw broken off snort near 
them. Consequently there is little stubble in the 
harvest field, in our sense of the term. When 
teben was withheld from them, the Israelites had 
to utilize kash for the manufacture of their bricks. 
If ash refers to such remnants of grain stalks, with 
sticks and stumps of small plants, as are ex- 
pressed by ippvyava. Such furnish the pasturage 
of countless nerds of cattle and docks of sheep. 
They are liable to catch fire and burn. Most 
of the allusions to stubble are with reference to 
such conflagrations (Ex Iff, Is 5 s4 , J 1 2 s etc.). It 
is finally rooted up and carried away by the wind 

• In the same way the subst. ' blow ' is used in Ps 89"° and 
Jer 14". In the former passage KV retains, the Heb. being 
found only there ; in the latter it changes into ' wound,' 
VOL. IV. — AO 



(Job 13 58 , Is 40* Jer 13 M etc.). One of the most 
characteristic spectacles witnessed in passing over 
the breezy plains of Syria, after the harvest is 
over, is that of the uprooted plants of the large 
Umbelliferas, Compositor, and others, often with a 
spherical contour, dried to excessive lightness by 
the hot winds and whirled across the fields, leaping 
madly over stones and inequalities in the surface, 
and sometimes taking long flights in the air, then 
pausing a moment, only to bound off again, until 
they are caught in some thorn bush, or lost to view 
beyond the distant horizon. G. E. Post. 

STUFF (Lat. stupa, stuppa, the coarse part of 
flax, tow, Old Fr. estoffe) is used in AV in the 
sense of goods, esp. household furniture. The 
Heb. is 'V? kilt, except in Ex 30 7 (npsrto, lit. ' work,' 
of the furniture of the tabernacle). The Gr. is tIl 
o-Ktvdff/MTa, J th 15" ; or ri. aKein,, Jth 16'", Lk 17". 
Cf. Udall, Erasmus' Par. i. 7, ' All that ever they 
had about them of stuffe or furniture, shewed 
and testifyed povertie and simplicitie ' : North, 
Plutarch, 871, 'This man after he had spent the 
most part of his father's goods, was so sore in debt, 
that he was driven to sell his household stuffe, by 
billes set up on every post.' 

In 2Ch 2 h - dln « 'stuff' means 'materials' for 
building. Cf. Erasmus, Crede, 39, ' Certayue men 
. . . have taught that he doth create which doth 
brynge forthe and make somewhat of nothynge, 
which belongeth onely to God, and that he doth 
make which frameth or shapeth ony thing of some 
matere or stuffe'; Ex 39 s Tind. 'And the brod- 
rynge of the girdel that was upon it was of the 
same stuffe and after the same worke of gold.' 

J. Hastings. 

STUMBLING BLOCK.— The word ' block ' was 
formerly used of a lump of wood, stone, or the 
like, in one's way, and was then applied fig. to any 
obstruction. Thus Payne, Royal Exch. 38, ' At 
which common block many weakelings do stumble.' 
The expression exists now only in the compound 
'stumbling-block,' and only the compound is found 
inAV. 

The words so tr<i are in Heb.: (1) mitshdl (Lv 1»H, Is 67", 
Jer 0«, Esk 8» 7>s 14*- * ') ; and (2) makthrlah (Zeph 1*). The 
Gr. words are : (1) vtirutufut (8ir 38**, Ro 14", 1 Co 8") ; (2) 
£i.A»» if.n.»u.r»- (Sir 81?) ; and (3) ruilcAn (Wis 14", Sir 7", 
Ro 11», 1 Co 1*», Rev 2>«). See Okkbncb, vol. iii. p. 589*. 

In the same way atumblingstone is used in Ro 
9 s *- 88 [\l0os irpocKbmiaT<n), for which RV gives 1 stone 
of stumbling,' the AV expression for the same Gr. 
in 1 P 2 s . ' Stone of stumbling ' occurs also in Is 
8" for 'eben negeph, the latter word meaning lit. 
' plague,' ' stroke ' (see Strike, Stroke). 

J. Hastings. 

SUA (B Zovd, A Zowrd, AV Sud), 1 Es 5 a =Siaha, 
Ezr 2** ; Sia, Neh 7*. 

8UJLH (mo; B Xovxt, A and Luc. ZoOt).— An 
Asherite, 1 Cn 7 s ". 

SUBAI (Svpael), 1 Es 5 30 =Shamlai, Ezr 2»; Sal- 
mai, Neh 7 48 . 

8UBAS (Zovpdi, AV Suba), 1 Es 5**.— His sons 
were among the sons of Solomon's servants who 
returned with Zerubbabel. There is no correspond- 
ing name in the lists of Ezr 2, Neh 7. 

8UCATHITES (crnjafr ; B 2vx*$ulp, A ZuKaOitlfi, 
Luc. ZovxaOcl/i). — A family of scribes that dwelt 
at Jabez, 1 Ch 2 s6 . See Shimeathites, and cf. 
Genealogy, iv. 39, and Wellh. de Gentibus, 30 ft'. 

SUCCEED, SUCCESS. To succeed (Lat. sue- 
cider e, from sub, next, and cedere, to go ; Fr. sue 
• On Ezekksl's ' block gods ' see Davidson's note to OK 
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cutler) is simply to follow ; and success (Lat. 
successes, Old Fr. succcs) is that which follows. 
Thus, Shaks. II Henry VI. II. iv. 2— 
' After summer evermore succeeds 
Barren winter' ; 

Tymme, Calvin's Genesis, 785, 'This verily war. 
rare honour, to be tolde of the event, and successe 
to come of fourteene ycares ' — in reference to the 
interpretation of Pharaoh's dreams. In modern 
Eng. when the reference is to the result of an 
enterprise, 1 succeed ' and 4 success ' denote pro- 
sperity, but in older Eng. the nature of the result 
was not contained in the words themselves, but 
had to be indicated by an adv. or adjective. 

Succeed : In Sir 48 s the verb occurs in its simple sense, and 
the prep, is expressed, ' Who anointedst kings to take revenge, 
and prophets to succeed after him ' (tiuiirwi fur We 
still say ' follow After,' but not 'succeed after.' ■The nature of 
the result is expressed by an adv. in To 4* ' If thou deal truly, 
thy doings shall prosperously succeed to thee ' (i«i.«u ir»™ 
i» tm '*")■ Cf. Shaks. Lear, i. 1L 167, 'The effects he 

writes of succeed unhappily.' 

Success : It was possible in 1011 to use ' success ' in a good 
sense ; * it occurs so once in AV, 2 Mac 10 39 ' For a pledge of 
their success and victory ' (Jyyvtt tiiifupimt ami r/ar,;)- So Fuller, 
Holu State, 268, ' God causeth sometimes the sunne of successe 
to shine as well on bad as good projects.' But elsewhere in AV 
an adj. is used, either 'good ' (Joe 18, l 3 i8h««iin f , To 7", Wis 
1819, Sir 2U° 88'3, 1 Mac 4» 8», 2 Mac 10» IS") or ' prosperous ' 
(8ir 48»X Of. Fuller, Holy State, 109, ' God mouldeth some for 
a scholemaster's lite, undertaking It with desire and delight and 
discharging it with dexterity and happy successe.' On the other 
hand, Holy State, 79, 'Sorrow-struck with some sad signs of ill- 
successe ' ; and Milton, PR iv. 1— 

* Perplexed and troubled at his bad success, 
The tempter stood.' *■ 

J. Hastings. 
SUCCOTH — 1. (map) A place so called accord- 
ing to Gn 33" because of the booths (Heb. sukkoth) 
which Jacob made there for his cattle. In the 
Heb. text of this verse sukkOth occurs three times 
and is rendered 'Succoth '—* booths'— ' Succoth ' 
in AV and RV. The LXX by using vnpal three 
times makes clear the identity of Succoth with 
twit lis, which has to be explained in the margin of 
AV and RV, but conveys the impression that the 
name of Succoth was then Zxqral. Joseph us {Ant. 
I. xxi. 1) states that the place was so called in his 
time; but this name would not have been given 
Iwjfore the period of Greek supremacy. The Targ. 
and Syr. preserve the proper name Succoth, but in 
place of the second sukkOth (tr. 'booths' in EV) 
use jVbo, k^od, words which in a modified form are 
employed as equivalents for 'tabernacles' and 
'booths' in Lv 23 s,,4> and other places where 
reference is made to the Feast of Tabernacles. 
The Vulgate explains ' Soco-Ii, id est tabemacula,' 
though ' tentonis ' corresponds to ' booths ' in the 
earlier part of the verse. 

The passages where the name occurs are: Gn S3" 
Josl3«B2««x»8«,A Luc JK85-i0B2»« ? 4J,inv.i« 

t« s-iXmv, A IK 7* (v.» in LXX) 2«x«»; 2 Ch 4" 

B *xx»t><T>, A ImzU; Ps 60» B r£. rm .Z,, Aq. 
Ps 1088 K tit rmw^nt, ART r*n»«>. 

The passages in Joshua, Judges, Kings, and 
Chron. refer to a place E. of Jordan. Jos 13* 7 
mentions Succoth as in the territory of Sihon, 
king of Heshbon. In Gideon's pursuit of the 
Midianites as related in Jg 8, he comes to Succoth 
after crossing the Jordan. F roni the references 
in Ps 60 s [ H « b 8 ] 108 7 [Heb.sj to the « va || ey Q f 
Succoth ' nothing definite as to geographical posi- 
tion can be inferred, but a locality east of the 
Jordan is suitable (note that the LXX in these two 

Sassagea does not treat Succoth as a proper name), 
erome on Gn 33" (Quaist. Heb. in lib. Gen.) ob- 
serves with reference to Succoth : ' Est autem 
usque hodie civitas trans Jordanem hoc vocabulo 

* On the other hand, it is found in the Rhemish NT in a bad 
sense : ' As Qcd hath shewed by the successe of all Heretical 
Colloquies, S.vnodes, and Assemblies in German ie, France, Poole, 
and other places in our dales ' (note on Ac 16%). 
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inter partes Scythopoleos.' Jerome testifies to the 
survival of the Heb. name, while Josephus (as 
already remarked) testifies to the existence of its 
Gr. equivalent. The Talm. Jerus. {ShebiUh, ix. 2) 
gives nSjm (in some edd. nVjnn) as yet another 
name for Succoth, and Merrill {East of the Jordan, 
p. 386), followed by Conder (Heth and Moab, p. 
183) and G. A. Smith {HGHL, 585), proposes Tell 
Deir'Alla, a mound about 1 mile N. of the Jabbok, 
as the site of the ancient Succoth, and the present 
equivalent of nSjm. A place Sdkut, about 10 miles 
south of Beisan, on the west of the Jordan, has 
also been proposed as the site ; but, though this 
may meet the requirements of tlte narrative, in 
Gn 33, a place E. of the Jordan seems necessary 
for some of the other places where the name is 
mentioned. Tristram {Bible Places, p. 345) failed 
to find any trace of the name Succoth east of 
Jordan. 

2. (Zo*x<M, Ex 12" 13", Nil 33»«) The first 
encampment of the children of Israel on leaving 
Egypt. The word is a pure Heb. one, signifying 
* booths ' or ' tents ' (see above), but Egyptologists 
regard it as the equivalent of an Egyptian word 
Thuku or Thuket, the name of a region of which 
the capital was Pi thorn. Brugsch and Naville are 
agreed on this point, but not as to the situation 
of Pithom. Ebers proposes a different Egyptian 
word as the equivalent of Succoth, but agrees with 
Naville as to the position of the region so desig- 
nated. Referring to art. Exodus, vol. i. p. 8i -', 
it will be seen that the neighbourhood of the 
station Ramses, on the railway from Zagazig to 
Ismail ia, corresponds to the ancient Succoth. 
The children of Israel must have remained heYe 
a short time to arrange themselves in order for 
their future march; and whether the name was 
used by them in imitation of a similarly sounding 
Egyptian word, or because they then began to 
dwell in booths, may be left an open question. 

A. T. Chapman. 

SUCCOTH-BENOTH (mj?-ntop ; B'Poxx«*/3«"'"0"t 
A 2oKxu0pevi6el ; Soclioth-benoth).— In 2 K 17 90 it is 
said that the colonists from Babylon at Samaria 
' made Succoth-benoth,' iust as the colonists from 
Cuth 'made Nergal.' The parallelism between 
Nergal and Succoth-benoth shows that the latter 
must be the name of a deity. As Nergal was the 
patron-god of Cuth, it is reasonable to infer that 
in Succoth-benoth we have a corrupted form either 
of Bel-Merodach, the patron-god of Babylon, or 
of his wife Zarpanit. There is consequently a 
good deal of probability in the conjecture of 
Rawlinson (Herodotus*, i. p. 654) that we have in 
it a corruption of the Babylonian Zarpanit, ' the 
silvery one,' which, in accordance with a popular 
etymology, is generally written Zer-banit, ' the 
seed-creatress,' in the cuneiform texts. The spell* 
ing of the name in the LXX lends support to this 
view ; and it is just possible that Rawlinson may 
be right in suggesting that the biblical Succoth is 
due to a confusion between zerit, which seems to 
be a derivative form from zeru (see Haupt, Nimrod- 
Epos, 8, 35), and zardt, 'tents' or 'booths.' In 
Am 5 s0 the name of the Babylonian god Sakkut 
has beon transformed into n»3p, if we accept 
Schrader's explanation of the passage (SK, 1874, 
pp. 324-332). Perhaps the fact that the images 
of the Babylonian divinities Mere carried in pro- 
cession in ' ships ' or arks, assisted in the change 
of the name. It is even possible that by Succoth 
the Hebrew writer intended to denote these pro- 
cessional shrines, Benoth (from Benith) l>eing 
corrupted from Belith or Belit, the classical Belli*, 
a common title and synonym of Zer-banit. 

LmuiATORM.— Schrader, COT i. 274 f. ; DeliUsch, Parodies, 
815 ; Jensen, ZA iv. 862 ; and the Comm. ad loc. 

A. H. Sayce. 
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SUD (2o&S, Sodi).—'The 'river' of Babylon, on 
which dwelt 'Jechonias, the son of Joakim, king 
of Judah,' and his fellow-exiles (Bar 1*). The 
canal on which Babylon was situated before its 
destruction by Sennacherib was called the Arakhtu ; 
but the whole of Babylonia was intersected by 
small canals, each of which had a name, and it is 
therefore quite possible that in the time of Nebuch- 
adrezzar one of those in the neighbourhood of the 
capital bore a name which resembled Sud. As, 
however, the Greek sibilant can represent more 
than one Semitic letter, it is useless to speculate 
about the Babylonian form of the name until we 
know how it was written in Hebrew or Aramaic. 

A. H. SAYCE. 

SUDDENLY. — The adj. 'sudden' and the adv. 
'suddenly' were often used formerly without the 
element of surprise which belongs to their root 
(Lat. subitaneus, from subire, ' to come steathily '), 
and is always associated with their use in mod. 
English. Thus Shaks. uses ' sudden ' in the sense 
of soon (Meas. for Meas. II. ii. 8:), ' To-morrow ! 
<>, that's sudden') ; and of hasty (As You Like It, 
V. ii. 8, ' My sudden wooing, nor her sudden con- 
senting') and of impetuous (Rich. II. II. i. 35, 
'Small showers last long, but sudden storms are 
short'). So also he uses 'suddenly' in the sense 
of quickly (Tarn. Shrew, ii. 327, ' Was ever match 
clapped up so suddenly ? ' ) or presently ( / Henry I V. 
I. iii. 294, ' When time is ripe, which will be 
suddenly'). In AV 'suddenly' means speedily in 
Ps 6 W ' Let them return and be ashamed suddenly ' 
(72;, LXX ««4 rd X o«) ; and in Jer 49" 60". In 
1 Ti 6° 'Lay hands suddenly on no man,' the 
meaning is hastily (Gr. rax&it). J. HASTINGS. 

BUDIA8 (BA ZovSlas, Luc. 'QSovtd). — A Levitical 
family that returned with Zerubbabel, 1 Es b u , 
called in Ezr 2" HoDAVIAII and in Neh 7 43 
HODEVAII. 

SUICIDE.— See Crimes and Punishments, 
vol. i. p. 622«. 

SUKKIIM p'-? ; B Tpvyodfirat, A TpuryXodfrcu, 
Luc. Zoi/x««*/0- — The name of a tribe mentioned 
together with Libyans and Cushites as led by 
Shishak against Judsa (2 Ch 12 8 ). The passage 
is not found in the corresponding text of Kings. 
The LXX rendering 'Troglodytes' was probably 
suggested by the fact of a place called Suche (Pliny, 
UN vi. 172) being mentioned among Troglodyte 
possessions ; the same is called by Strabo (iii. 8) 
•the fortress of Suchus,' and Suchus, he tells us, 
is a name for a sacred crocodile (fft. xvii. 1). Several 
geographers identify this place with the modem 
Suakin, which, however, may well be an Arabic 
word (saiedkin). The identification of the Sukkiim 
with the inhabitants of Suakin (though accepted 
by Forbiger and Dillmann) is therefore very un- 
certain ; nor is the view of Gesenius, that the word 
should be treated as a Hebrew adjective, ' dwellers 
in tents,' much more probable. 

D. S. MABGOLIOUTII. 

SULPHUR.— See Bkimstone. 

•• SUN.— The usual word in the OT for the first of 
the great lights of heaven is Phcen. cdjt, Aram. 
"t*?? (I )n 0") and shemsha, Arab, shamsim, Assyr. 
iamiu (samsu in the name Samsu-iluna, c. 2200 B.C., 
evidently a west Semitic form). There is consider- 
able uncertainty as to the etymology (for conjec- 
tures see Levy, Wbrterb. iiber die Targg. ii. 678 f.). 
Other words for sun are lit. 'heat,' or, adj. [?], 
'hot'(Job30», Ca6» Is 242* 30-*), and o \? (Jg8<* 14 lB , 
Job 9 7 ), of doubtful derivation. Both these terms 
are used poetically, and the latter occurs in the 
place-name Ir-ha-Heres, 'city of the sun' (Helio- 

—CapiirtfflU. 1802. by 



polis), RV 'city of destruction ' (see Iu-if a-Here.*). 
In Job 81* the word used is i»k, inarg. ' light.' 

The earliest mention of the sun in the Bible is 
in Gn [P], in which, however, none of the 

above words are used, the luminary being referred 
to as the greater of the two • great lights' (me'oroth), 
created to rule the day, the lesser light being to 
rule the night, and to divide the light from the 
darkness (v. 18 ). Both of them were placed in the 
firmament for signs and for seasons, and for days 
and years (v. 14 ). As the lesser light, the moon was 
the measurer of time, by her constant and clearly, 
marked phases; the sun was, by the constancy 
and regularity of his apparent motion, the re*l„ 
indicator. With those of the lesser light, his 
eclipses were regarded as signs foretelling events. 
He indicated the beginning and the end of each 
day ; seasons, both religious and agricultural ; 
regulated the festivals ; and determined the com- 
mencement and termination of every year, his 
movements forming, at the same time, the basis 
of all chronological data. 

Naturally, the ideas of the ancient Hebrews con- 
cerning the movements of the sun, when tested by 
modern science, were erroneous. As we, in the 
language of everyday life, speak of the sun as 
'rising' and 'setting,' so they spoke of him as 
'going forth' (yaza\ Gn 19 48 etc. ; zarah, Jg 9», 
2 S 23* etc.) and 'entering' (65', Gu 16 li " etc.). 
From zarah and bo came the expressions, mizrah 
(shemesh), 'the rising (of the sun),' also * east' ; 
and mood' (shemesh), 'the setting (of the sun)*,' 
also 'west.' The equivalent Assyrian expres- 
sions are similar, being zit (for azit, from hzu = 
yaza 1 ) iamSi and erlb SamSi, the 'coining forth' 
and the 'entering of the sun' (cf. for the latter, 
the Heb. 3?!J 'to become evening'). Poetically, 
this idea of going forth and entering was extended, 
and the sun, as well as the moon, was regarded as 
possessing a habitation (HabS 11 ) and a tent or taber- 
nacle (Ps 19'- 6 ), set for him by God, from which 
he came forth as a bridegroom from his chamber, 
rejoicing as a strong man to run his course. This 
idea seems to be illustrated by the designs on 
certain of the cylinder-seals of Babylonia, on which 
a deity, evidently the sun - god, is represented 
coming forth through the open doors, which the 
attendants hold back for him, at the same time 
turning their faces away, in order not to be blinded 
by his brightness. In connexion with this, it is 
also worthy of note that the Babylonians speak 
of the bolts of the high heavens greeting the sun 
at his setting, and his beloved wife going to meet 
him. There is hardly any doubt that these 
poetical similes are based upon the unfailing 
regularity of the sun's daily course, which, in 
more southern latitudes, varies less than with us, 
marking the two cardinal points, and also the divi- 
sion of day and night, with less variation. Such 
expressions as 'the time when the sun is hot' (I S 
11', Neh 7 8 ) were therefore more precise than they 
would be in our latitudes. Having risen, and run 
bis fixed path in his might (Jg 5 S1 ) until the time 
of his greatest heat, the sun went down at the hour 
which, like a living thing, he was- supposed to 
know (Ps 104 19 ). 

Like all God's creatures, the sun was altogether 
dependent on His will, and at His command would 
cease to shine (Job 9 7 ) ; and, this being the case, 
the sun could also undergo a change of bis course. 
Of this there are two examples : Joshua's order 
to the sun to stand still (Jos. 10 13 -", Sir 40 s ), and 
the going back of the shadow on the dial of Ahaz 
(2 K 20 8 U , Is 38 T ). The former has given rise to 
a considerable amount of discussion, the impro- 
bability of such a change as the stoppage of the 
earth's rotation implied thereby being generally 
recognized, notwitlistanding that God's power to 

Vharlc* &.fitnuo'» Sons 
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do so without barm to the world and its inhabit- 
ants cannot admit of doubt. The probability, 
however, is that this passage, being a poetical 
extract from another work, 4 the Book of Jashar,' 
Is hot to be understood literally, the statement 
being made by poetic licence for some such expres- 
sion as ' the Bun did not set until the enemies of 
Israel were completely defeated, 1 i.e. the opera- 
tions were carried out so rapidly, that as much 
was done as if the day had been twice as long 
(cf. v. 14 ). On the other hand, the explanation 
that the lengthening of the day, and the continued 
appearance of the sun above the horizon, may have 
been due to a considerable increase of the refrac- 
tive properties of the atmosphere, is also possible. 
The return of the shadow on the dial has also been 
referred to various causes, and may, according to 
some, have been due to an eclipse (see Bosanquet 
in G. Smith's Assurbanipal, p. 346, and TSDA iii. 
31 ff., v. 261). In 2 K 20 it is the shadow only 
that is spoken of ; but the parallel passage in Js 
38 7 mentions also the sun, and on account of this it 
has been contended that the movement recorded 
must have been purely optical. The phenomenon 
referred to in Mk 16 88 , Lk 23« 4 * 6 , where it is 
stated that the sun was darkened, cannot refer to 
an eclipse, as it was the time of the full moon. 
The sun is in these passages, to all appearance, 
represented as hiding himself in order to cast a 
veil of darkness over the death of the Son of 
God. Whatever be the explanation of these three 
apparent departures from the sun's daily routine, 
there is no doubt that they are intended to em- 
phasize the power of God, and His active interest 
in the affairs of man. The same ideas were, to 
all appearance, generally current with regard to 
eclipses in general, these being looked upon in like 
manner as extraordinary manifestations of the 
power of God over nature, or as foreshadowing the 
terrible tokens of the day of judgment (Is 13 w , Jl 
2*>3"=Ac 2*\ Mt 24* Mk IS* 4 , Lk 21", Rev 6'» 
8 12 ).* The setting of the sun at bright noonday is 
figurative of loss of happiness, prosperity, or success 
(Is fJO®, Jer 15 9 , Am 8 9 , Mic 3 J ), whilst the reverse 
of this is indicated by the rising of the 'sun of 
Righteousness ' of Mai 4 2 (see also vol. i. p. 198*). 

Like the moon, the sun was also regarded as an 
emblem of constancy, on account of the unerring 
daily repetition of his course (Fs 72 s - « 89*). The 
man who loves God ( Jg 5 81 ) and the just ruler (2 S23 4 ) 
are both compared with him as the thing of all God's 
creation shining with the greatest brilliance, whilst, 
for the same reason, he became the image of God 
Himself (Ps 84"). His pure, unfailing light became 
also an emblem of beauty (Ca 6*')i »«d his force in- 
creasing daily, or at certain seasons, typified the 
progress of a good man towards perfection (Pr 4 18 ). 
The great luminary (Sir 17 w ) and adornment of 
the heavens (Sir 26 i6 ), his light shone on all things ; 
and is surpassed in brilliance only by ithe heavenly 
world to come, of which God Himself is to be the 
light and the glory (Is 60i», Ac 26 18 ). 

It is to the penetrating heat of the sun that the 
poetical expression hammah, is applied (cf. 
Ps 19 6 ) ; and by means of this, as well as by his 
light, he exercises his beneficent power, bringing 
forth the fruits of the earth (Dt 38'«), grass with 
the help of the rain (2 S 23 4 ), and giving man the 
desire of life (Ec ll 7 ). But the sun has also the 
power of injuring, smiting, and scorchine men and 
the fruits of the earth by his heat (Ps 121«, Is 49'°, 
Jon 4 8 , Rev 7 18 ltt 8 etc.). 

Observation of the movements of the sun, and 
his influence upon the earth and upon all nature, 

• Mahler. In JRAS, 19M. p. 42, explains the plague of dark- 
ness referred to In Kx IllMff. as an eclipse of the sun, which took 
place In B.C. 1885 (Sit*uug«ber. der k. A lead, dtr Wit*., Vienna, 
1885). 



caused all the ancient world, with but few excep- 
tions, to regard him as a living thing ; and from 
this view, dwelling, as they did, in the midst of 
heathendom, the ancient Hebrews were not wholly 
free, especially during the time of the kings. Ex- 
cept, however, where a direct reference to idolatry 
is made, the sun is spoken of as a personal living 
being only in the domain of poetry, though, as 
will be seen further on, the writers of the Hebrew 
poetical books had been apparently influenced by 
the heathen teaching concerning the -luminary of 
day. He ruled over the day, not as a god but as 
the source of light, heat, and the divisions of time, 
and came forth from his chamber to run his fixed 
course as one of the great creations of God, not as 
being himself a deity whom men should worship. 

Nevertheless, the Hebrews were attracted by the 
worship of the sun, under the influence of the 
heathen nations by whom they were surrounded. 
A common act of worship is that mentioned in 
Job 31 in which the hand was kissed, and 
which is described as an iniquity to be punished 
by the judges. The law against idolatrous wor- 
ship of the sun and heavenly bodies is given in 
Dt 4 19 , aud from 17 s -* we learn that the penalty 
was death by stoning at the gate of (he city. The 
open idolatry which took place in the time of the 
kings, however, shows clearly that the laws re- 
corded in the passages quoted were not generally 
observed. 

On the entrance of the Israelites into the Holy 
Land, they found there the worship of the sun 
under the name of Baal-haramon, the last com- 
ponent part of this appellation being the singular 
of the word hammanim, meaning 'sun-images,' and 
connected with the word hammah. 'heat or hot,' 
one of the words used in the OT for the sun (Job 
SO 88 etc.). As pointed out in the article Baal, 
however, it is not certain that Baal was regarded 
as the sun, but the sun was a baal, or 4 lord,' just 
as the Babylonian sun-god, SainaS, bore the title 
of belu, 'lord,' in common with the other deities 
of the Assyro-Babylonian pantheon. In all proba- 
bility, therefore, the worship of the sun. properly 
so called, came from Babylonia, in which country 
there were at least two shrines to this god— one at 
Sippar (Abu-habbah), and the other at Larsa, which 
is identified with the Ellasar of Gn 14'. He was 
also worshipped, however, at many other places in 
Babylonia and Assyria. 

Noteworthy in connexion with the worship of 
the sun by the Jews, and its origin, is the reference 
to the chariots of the sun in 2 K 23". To all 
appearance the chariot, as well as the horses, had 
been dedicated by various idolatrous kings of Judah, 
and they were stationed at the western entrance 
to the temple, 4 by the chamber of Nathan-tnelech 
the chamberlain, which was in the precincts.' At 
the temple of the sun at Sippar in Babylonia there 
was also a chariot, and presumably horses, dedi- 
cated to that deity ; and it is worthy of note that, 
as one of the sacred objects belonging to the 
temple of the god, it was the custom to make 
sacrifices to it* In the 19th year of Nabopolassar 
this was transferred from the keeping of the men 
who had care of the horses (? of the sun at Sippara) 
to a man named Bel-ahe-iddina, and a list of the 
furniture (fide*) of the chariot was drawn up, 
enumerating about 140 objects belonging to it, 
many of them of silver, though some were of gold 
and of bronze. It is doubtful whether the Baby- 
lonians ever thought of the sun-god coursing through 
the heavens In a chariot drawn by swift steeds of 
fiery breed typifying his brilliant daily journey 
through the heavens, as the inscriptions, as far as 

• One of the tablet* referring to this states that on the 18th 
of lyyar. In the 14th year of Nabopolassar, a full-grown whiU 
sheep waa offered before It. 
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they are known, do not refer to this, and the 
representation of the sun-god on the stone found 
by Mr. Kassaui at Abu-habbah shows the deity 
seated in his shrine, with the representation of his 
disc before him, and two small figures coming out 
of the top of the shrine, seemingly guiding the 
disc by means of the cords attached to it, which 
they hold in their hands. The sacrificial instru- 
ments which formed part of the furniture of the 
chariot suggest that it was used in connexion with 
the worship of the sun ; and as, in its equipment, 
swords or daggers of gold (8 in number) and of 
some other material (2 in number) are referred to, 
the suggestion that it may have accompanied the 
army on certain occasions would not be without 
probability. The ceremonies in connexion with 
the chariot of the sun at Sippar, in all probability, 
had their reflexion at Jerusalem. It is hardly 
likely, however, that the chariot of the sun at 
Jerusalem, which JoBiah burned with fire, was so 
splendid as that at Sippar in Babylonia.* 

The worship of the sun at Jerusalem is described 
by Ezekiel, who speaks of the five and twenty 
men (? priests) with their backs towards the temple 
of the Lord, and their faces towards the east, wor- 
shipping the sun (Ezk 8 16 ). During this ceremony 
it is said (v. 17 ) that 1 they put the branch to their 
nose,' a doubtful phrase which has been the subject 
of much discussion. The general opinion, however, 
is, that this is a reflexion of a Persian custom in 
which, when repeating the liturgy, the priests 
held from time to time in the left hand a bunch of 
twigs called barecman, and wore, at the offering 
of the daily sacrifice, a kind of veil. It may be 
noted in connexion with this, that, in the list of 
things belonging to the chariot of the sun at 
Sippar, 2 nurmfi are mentioned. Now the word 
nurmfi, as is suggested by Frd. Delitzsch (Aasyr. 
HVVB), possibly means 'fig, 1 4 fig-tree,' and two 
models of a tree of this kind, or of branches, 
probably belonged to the chariot as ornaments, 
and may have been carried ' before the face ' when 
worshipping the sun, as his emblems. Whether 
this practice originated in Persia or in Babylonia 
is doubtful. 

These idolatrous Jews of old are represented as 
worshipping the sun towards the east, i.e. at his 
rising. This was a custom with the Persians, and 
also, in all probability, with all the nations which 
adored that luminary. At the temple of Borsippa, 
which is generally regarded as the Tower of Babel, 
the worship of the sun was possibly an institution 
of long standing, and at the beginning of a new 
day, that is, at sunset, the following hymn was 
sung : — 

' Sun-god in the midst of heaven, at thy setting, 
May the bolt of heaven lofty speak thee peace — 
May the door of heaven bless thee. 
Misarn, the messenger, thy beloved, let him direct thee. 
At E-babarra, the seat of thy dominion, thy supremacy 
shines forth. 

May Aa, thy beloved wife, gladly come to meet thee ; 
May thy heart take rest ; 

May thy divine refreshment be prepared for thee. 
Warrior, hero, sun-god, may they glorify thee. 
Lord of E-babarra, may the course of thy road prosper. 
8un-etxi. direct thy path, make firm the road, go to thine 

8un-god, thou art judge of the land, (and) director of Its 
decisions.' 

In this hymn the sun is not only represented in 
a manner similar to that of the psalmist, as a 
bridegroom coining out of his chamber (Ps 19 5 ), 
but his bride is conceived as going to meet him, 

• Among the Babylonians, the important thing In connexion 
with the ceremonies seems to have been the chariot, and this 
was probably the cose at Jerusalem. With the Persians, on the 
other hand, the horses seem to have been nt least as Important, 
and sometimes the one, sometimes the other, followed in the 
processions. The colour of these socred horses was white, and 
they were on certain occasions sacrificed to the sun Herod. I. 
188, vH. 40, 66; Xen. Cyr. vtli. 8). 
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and he takes rest and refreshment after his weary- 
ing course. The last line of the inscription shows 
him also in the character which he commonly had 
with the Babylonians, namely, that of judge, 
which he apparently possessed as witness of every- 
thing that passes on the earth (' under the sun,' as 
so often occurs in Ecclesiastes, e. g. I s - 9 etc.). The 
tablet which followed the above was a hymn to the 
rising sun, beginning (the Akkadian version only 
is preserved), Utu ana-azaga-ta Sa, 'Sun-god in the 
glorious heaven rising,' and may have resembled 
that with which the heathen Jews greeted the 
luminary, when performing the ceremony referred 
to by Ezekiel.* 

The judgment pronounced against the sun and 
moon (Is24' J8 ), in which the former was to be 
ashamed, is regarded by some as resting upon the 
fact that the idolatrous worship which was paid 
to it was accounted as a sin, the consequences of 
which rested upon the object causing it, and would 
be visited upon it by God at the last day. This is 
probable ; but the end of the verse ought to be 
taken into account, for when the Lord reigns in 
Zion gloriously the sun may well be put to shame 
on account of his inferior lustre. 

Liteeatuee.— Rlehm, IIWB\ Save*, ttlbbtrt Lecture*, 188" ; 
Pinches In TSBA, lSs», pp. 1M-1G9; Tramactlom of the 
Victoria Inttitute, im, pp. 10, 10, 17. 

T. G. PINCHES. 
SUPERSCRIPTION (<r»7pa*<).— t The legend 
on a coin (Mt 22*>, Mk W», Lk 2ti»). See MONEY. 
2. The accusation on the Cross of Jesus (Mk 16*, 
Lk 2a 88 ). See Title on the Cross. 

SUPH. — One of the expressions used in Dt l 1 
to define the locality of Moses' address to Israel 
[?; on the difficulty of this interpretation see Driver] 
is ' in the Arabah, over against Suph ' (qio S'D [i.e. 
by dissimil., for Si;], AV 'over against the Red 
Sea'). If the MT be correct, Suph is a place- 
name, possibly identical with Si; I'll AH of Nu 21", 
but, upon the whole, it appears more probable that 
ipD?i. is a textual error for TD"c«c ( c f. LXX rAiprfo? 
rrji ipvdpii [faXdrjip], Vulg. contra mare rvbrum). 
Yam sQphi means probably 'sea of reeds,' and 
appears to have been originally a title given to 
the upper end of the Gulf of Suez, which would be 
shallow and marshy, and abounding in reeds (W. 
M. Muller, As. u. Europ. 42 f.). In the OT this 
designation is usually confined to the W. (Suez) 
arm of the Red Sea: Ex 10" (J) 18" 16«« 28" 
(all four E), Nu 33 I0 U (P), Dt 11«, Jos 2»° (J) 4 s8 
(I)), Neu 9 9 , Ps 106'- ISO' 8 - ». it slands, how- 
ever, for the Gulf of 'Akabah not only in Dt l 1 
(if the above suggestion is correct), but in Nu 21* 
(E) and I K 9 s5 ; prob. also in Nu 14» (E), Dt 1«° 
2»; and perhaps Jg 11» Jer 49". 

J. A. Selbie. 

BUPHAH ("?•)■ — The name of an unknown 
locality E. of Jordan, found only in an obscure 
fragment of ancient poetry preserved in Nu 21 u 
(' Vaheb in Suphah '). The suggestion of Tristram 
(Land of Moab, 60 f.), that it may be the modern 
Safteh. is exposed to the objection of which he 
himself is aware, that the initial d of the Heb. 
word could hardly represent an Arabic yjO. The 
same difficulty attaches to Knobel's identification 
with Nakb es-Snfd, some 25 miles W.S.W. of the 
Dead Sea. See, further, the Comm. ad loc. 

J. A. Selbie. 

SUPPER.— See Food, vol. li. p. 41* ; and for the 
' Last Supper' see Lord's Supper. 

SUR (B 'kaaoip, A Zotfp). — One of the towns on 

• For other forms of the sun-god and sun-worship see the 
articles Raal, Chknomi, Moi.eoii, and Tammpt. 
t Suph is attributed also to the Nile In Ex 2M (cf. Is 1JW). 
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the seacoast of Palestine upon whose people the 
fear and dread of Holofernes fell when they heard 
that he had reached Damascus (Jth 2-"). The 
towns are mentioned in order from north to south ; 
and Sur comes between Tyre and Ocina — the next 
place to the south being Jemnaan (Janinia). The 
site, if a different place from Tyre (Heb. %6r, 
Arab. §Hr), is unknown. C. W. Wilson. 

SURE, SURELY, SURETY. — The adjectives 
'secure,' 'sicker' (or 'siker'), and ' sure' all come 
from the Lat. securus ; the first being taken 
.directly, the second through the influence of the 
Teut. siker, sichcr : the last through the Old. Fr. 
sew (mod. stir). ' Secure ' retained the meaning of 
the Lat. (se ' without,' cura 'care'; see Secure); 
between ' sicker ' and ' sure ' the difference was 
mainly one of dialect, till 'sicker' dropped out 
of literary English. Thus Chaucer, Tale of 
Melibzus, 2G42, ' Whan thow trowest to be most 
seur or siker of hir [fortune's] help, she wol faille 
thee and deceyve thee.' Both had a wider use 
than 'sure' has now. 

'8ure' w»s often used where we should now use 'secure.' 
Thug Udall, Eratmui Par. 1. 13, ' Solitarinea doeth quicken and 
make lusty e the mind of a Christian souldier, and some time it 
is more sure for a man to count himself to the wild beastcs, 
than to men. Baptisme taketh away al sinnes of the former 
life, but for al that, no man is sure from the assaultes of 8atan 
which liveth sluggishly.' 8o Pr. Bk. Pre/. (1552), "There never 
was any thing by the wit of man so well devised, or so sure 
established, which (in continuance of time) hath not been 
corrupted.' And in AV 1 8 2* ' I will build him a sure house ' ; 
la 22 s * 'i will fasten him as a nail in a sure place'; 32'» 'My 
people shall dwell ... in sure dwellings.' 

The adverb surely, in like manner, means some- 
times securely : Pr 10" ' He that walketh uprightly 
walketh surely.' Cf. Robinson, More's Utopia, 
141, 'They fence and fortifie their campe sewerlye 
with a deape and a brode trenche.' Jer 35 M Cov. 
' The wordes which Ionadab the sonne off Rechab 
commaunded his sonnes, that they shulde drynke 
no wyne, are fast and surely kcpte ' ; Elyot, Gover- 
nour, ii. 237, ' David . . . came to the pavilion of 
king Saul, where he found hym suerly slepynge, 
havmge by him his speare and a cuppe with water.' 

But it is of more importance to observe that 
in its ordinary meaning ' surely ' has now lost so 
much of its force that its use in AV sometimes 
suggests to the reader the opposite of that which 
is intended. Thus in Gn 2", the first instance of 
its use, * In the day that thou eatest thereof thou 
shalt surely die,' the assertion is the strongest 
possible. The Hebrew is the idiomatic phrase, 
'dying thou shalt die.' But the English suggests 
a slight doubt. So in Gn 3* ' And the serpent said 
unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die,' i.e. Ye 
shall certainly not die. 

This Heb. idiom, an account of which will be found in 
Davidson's Hebrew Syntax, | 86, or in Gesenius - Kautzsch, 
9 113, is variously rendered in AV. Sometimes the idiom is 
preserved, as Gn 22'7 'in blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed.* Moro frequently an 
adverb or adverbial phrase is inserted, such as ' exceedingly ' 
On lttio, •certainly' Gn ls>° 437, 'doubtless' 2 S 5»», 'utterly' 
I>t VS', Jg 1-m 15a, Zee 111? ; -clean' Zee 11"; 'solemnly' On 4:i»; 
•earnestly' IS 20«; 'altogether* Nu 16 13 , Jer 80": 'needs' 
On 24> ; ' indeed ' Gn 37" ; 'ever' Jg ll^s ; ' plainly * 1 8 V ll>>« ; 
' at all ' 2 K 18», Jer 20'» ; ' straitly * Gn 437, 1 8 14*1 ; * freely ■ 
On 2>«. But by far the most frequently used adverb is ' surely'; 
and in every instance It has the force of 'assuredly' or 'cer- 
tainly.' Thus On ' I will surely give the tenth unto thee ' ; 
.lg 18** ' We shall surely die, because we have seen Ood" ; Hal) 2 s 
'It will surely come, it will not tarry.' Cf. 8ir 48" 'We shall 
surely live ' (J*? (qrt/Mfe). 

' Snrely ' is also the translation of certain Hebrew 
and Greek adverbs and other expressions, some of 
which are very forcible. Thus (l)'aken,* Gn 28 10 
' surely the Lord is in this place ' ; Ex 2 M ' surely 

• A rather less emphatic particle is 'ok, the force of which Is 
well seen in l«s 3D* * esp. in RV. In Ps 62 this word is tr. 
five limes ' only ' (both AV and RV), once ' surely ' ; cf. Pg 7S>. 



this thing is known'; 1 S 15 s3 'surely the bitter- 
ness of death is past' ; Is 40 7 ' surely the people is 
grass ' ; Jer 4 1U ' Ah, Lord God ! surely thou hast 
greatly deceived this people.' The same word is 
tr. * verily ' in Is 45 15 , ' truly ' in Jer 3 a ' cer- 
tainly ' in Jer 8 8 . (2) '/»» (an emphatic negative), as 
Nu 14 s ' surely they shall not see the land which I 
aware unto their fathers ' ; or 'im-lo' (an emphatic 
affirmative), as Ezk 36 s 'Surely in the fire of my 

i' ealousy have I spoken against the residue of the 
eat hen.' (3) 'Omndm (a strong asseverative from 
'aman, 'to confirm'), as Job 34 ,a 'Yfla, surely 
God will not do wickedly' (RV 'of a surety'). 
(4) 2 8 12» ' The man that hath done this thing 
shall surely die' (Heb. 'is a son of death'; cf. 
1 S 20 s1 26"). (5) iXiflZs, as Mt 26 7J * surely thou 
also art one of them!' (RV 'of a truth'); Jn 17" 
' They have known surely that I came out from 
thee' (RV 'of a truth'). (6) xdrrus, Lie 4 fl 'Ye 
will surely say unto me this proverb ' (RV ' doubt- 
less ye will say'). (7) fi [el] fify, He 6 U 'Surely 
blessing I will bless thee, and multiplying I will 
multiply thee ' {1j [edd. el] nty e6\oySa> ev\oy^<ru ae, 
sal vXrflfow x\ri0vvG> <re). (8) ral, Rev 22*° ' Surely 
I come quickly' (RV 'yea'). 

Examples of 'surely' are Knox, Hist. 815, *I thlnke and am 
surely pers waded.' Rhemish NT, Preface, ' Vulpilas surely gave 
the Scriptures to the Gothes in their own tonge, and that before 
he was an Arrian." Generydct (E.E.T.8.), 1817— 

'They were fully accord id all in one 
That Auferius Mierly shuld be ther kyng.' 

Surety occurs in the phrase 'of a surety,' Gn lf>" 
18 13 26», Ac 12" (dXiftos, RV 'of a truth'). Cf. 
1 S 28* Cov. ' David . . . sent out spyes, and 
knewe of a suertie, that he was come in deede.' 
Elsewhere the word means ' security ' in the legal 
aense ; cf. Paraph, in Versa, 58*— 

' He who for men their surety stood.' 

SuretUhip occurs only in Pr 1 1" ' He that hateth 
suretiship is sure' (Heb. as AVm and RVm ' those 
that strike hands'; aee Strike). See Debt, 
Pledge. J. Hastings. 

SURGERY.— See MEDICINE, vol. Hi. p. 333. 

BUSA.— See Shushan. 

SUSANNA (Sowawd).— i. Text and Versions. 
—The history of Susanna forms a part of the 15k. 
of Daniel in the Greek Bible and in those versions 
which are taken from the Greek. In Gr. MSS, 
and also in the Old Latin and Arabic, it stands 
l>efore Dn 1 ; but in the Latin Vulgate it stands 
as Dn 13. Swete prints it as a separate work 
after Daniel. The LXX is the oldest extant text, 
but there may have been a Semitic original. If 
so, it is antecedently probable that it would be in 
Aramaic, not Hebrew. Hebrew was the language 
of legal discussions, hymns, and prayers. Aramaic 
was t he language of such anecdotes and histories 
as circulated freely among the people. The LXX 
of the History of Susanna, as indeed of the whole 
of the Gr. Daniel, was lost for many centuries, 
because of the preference of the Church for the 
text of Theodotion. The LXX of Susanna is, even 
now, extant only in Cod. Chisianus, otherwise 
known as 87, a cursive of the 9th cent. Thcod. 
for the most part transcribed the LXX literal! v, 
but in several instances he made additions and 
alterations meant to relieve improbabilities, or to 
supply details which seemed to make the narrative 
more smooth and intelligible. The Latin Vulg. is 
an accurate rendering ot Theodotion. In Syriac 
Versions, our ' History ' is exceptionally rich. We 
have (1) the Syro - Hexaplar, which is a close 
translation of the LXX ; (2) the Peshitta, which is 
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given in Walton's Polyglott, Ceriani's Codex Am- 
orosianus, and in Lagarde's Libri VT Apocr. 
Syriace, and designated W, ; (3) and (4) from v. 4 * 
onwards Lagarde gives two other Syriac recensions, 
both differing in many respects from each other and 
from \V„ and known as Lj and Lg ; (5) there is a 
remarkable VS given by Walton, the so-called 
Harklensian VS, known as W,. 

ii. The Story.— We intend first to give the 
story in those features which are common to all 
our sources, and then to specify the important 
additions or alterations made in each. In the 
early days of the captivity in Babylon, there was 
a woman named Susanna, very beautiful, very 

5 tons, the daughter of a priest. Her husband 
oakim was very wealthy and honourable. He 
had a park adjoining his mansion, and his fellow- 
exiles were always welcome to both (vv. 1 " 4 ). 
There were two elders in Babylon, who were also 
judges, and were held in high repute ; but both so 
far forgot God and the judgments He has pro- 
nounced against adultery (v.*) as to foster impure 
desires towards Susanna. Neither dared divulge 
his secret to the other ; but one day they met in 
the park unexpectedly and agreed to coerce her ; 
but she strenuously refused to listen to them, 
saying that she would rather die than sin against 
(•od (vv. 10 -* 4 ). Shortly afterwards, the elders sum- 
moned Susanna before the assembly of the Jews, 
and laid against her the false charge that they 
both saw her lying with a young man in the park, 
who, however, fled when they came near. Susanna 
protested her innocence, but the people felt obliged 
to believe two such honourable witnesses, and con- 
demned her to death (vv.* 8 " 44 ). As they were leav- 
ing the judgment-hall, Daniel, then a very young 
man, met them, and undertook to prove Susanna's 
innocence. He insisted on cross-questioning tho 
witnesses apart, and put the same question to 
each : Under what kind of tree did the adultery 
occur? Each gave the name of a different tree 
(vv. **""). The people being thus convinced of the 
falsity of the charge, praised God, applauded 
Daniel, and put to death the false accusers 

This is, in the main, the story as it appears in the LXX. 
ThetxL add* many details. It is probable that vvM originated 
in Theod. and were transferred trst him verbatim to our solitary 
codex of the LXX ; because LXX in v.* introduces .Susanna, as 
though she had not been mentioned before. LXX simply states 
that the elders saw her walking in the park one evening, and 
they both came thither early next morning ; but Theod. adds 
that the house of J oakim was used every morning as a court 
of justice, and, after the people had been dismissed, Susanna 
walked doily in the park, aud both the elders became enamoured 
of her. One day they both lingered when the court closed ; 
and after they had separated, saying it was dinner hour, they 
both came back, and confessed their lust. Theod. and the VSS 
taken from it then insert a part altogether lacking in LXX, how 
the elders watched her go into the park and concealed them- 
selves among the trees, surmising that she was going to liathe. 
When Susanna sent her maids for oil and cosmetics ( W s ' soap ') 
the elders rushed on her, tempted her to adulter}', and threatened 
f i testify that she had sent her maids away, so as to have inter- 
course with a young man. When the maids came back and 
heard this accusation from the elders, they were utterly 
ashamed. Further, while LXX states that the trial was held 
in the synagogue, Theod. says it was held in the house and 
presence of Joakim. He omits from LXX that 500 of Susanna's 
relatives and friends came to the trial : and he puts Susanna's 
protestations before the charge ; LXX after. Theod. says the 
voting man escaped because he was stronger than the elders. 
In LaX the elders did not recognise Tiim because he was 
masked. LXX introduces an angel as inspiring Daniel with 
wisdom at the moment when Susanna was being led to death. 
This Theod. omits ; but he adds to the LXX that Daniel said 
aloud, 'Turn back to the tribunal' ; and that Daniel was invited 
to an elder's chair. Theod. omits most of v.M in LXX where 
Daniel says, ' Do not suppose elders cannot lie.' LXX puts tico 
questions to the wicked elders: 'Under what tree?' and *In 
what part of the garden T' The punishment in LXX is : ' they 
threw them down the precipice'; in Theod. 'they slew them'.' 
LXX only says : ' And the angel of the Lord cast fire through 
the midst of them,' and it alone adds a eulogy on young men 
meant to secure for them larger influence in public affairs. 

The Vulgate translates Theod. very accurately ; the chief 
deviation being the addition of one verse at the end : ' And 



king Astyages was gathered to his fathers, and Cyrus the 
Persian took the kingdom.' This contradicts Dn 1, where 
Daniel is 'a young man ' in 697, whereas Cyrus began to reign 
iu 538. 

The Peshiyta is given, as we have said, hy Ceriani, Lagarde, 
and W,. Pesh. agrees in the main with Theodotion. The 
chief exceptions are that in v.**- Pesh. lengthens Susanna's 
soliloquy and consequent repudiation of their overtures ; and 
between vv.* and 27 Pesh. inserts a verse which may well have 
dropped out from Theod., giving the testimony of the elders to 
the household which gathered when Susanna cried aloud. It is 
almost verbatim with 3<"s». After v.*', W, presents a recension 
of Pesh., different from L,. L. inserts, alter the sentence on 
Susanna, these words: 'That all women may fear and not do 
again according to this shame.' This W. omits. L, adds after 
v.«* ' concerning this which I have not done I am willing tliat 
they should ask me anything.' L, calls the first tree ' a pistic 
tree'; W, 'a terebinth.' The second tree, in L„ L, is "a 

Cunegranate ' ; in W, 'a chestnut.' At the end of v.M L,, 
., and W, give a eulogy on Daniel, which W, omits. 
"Lagarde gives, as we have said, a second Syriac recension, 
from v.** and onwards (L.), which has several interesting read- 
ings. Two are unique. Alter v.« Susanna's prayer continues : 
' Appear for me and send a Redeemer from before thee, that 
thy truth may be believed by those that fear thee.' In v.*» 
Daniel says to the first elder: 'These things thou hast done 
and thou saidst : God is righteous, and the righteous He will 
not destroy ; and thou hast not obeyed what thou hast taught 
to others.' 

Much more important are the variations in Walton's second 
Syriac Version ( W ,). It almost amounts to a distinct tradition. 
W, states that Daniel was 12 years old at the time : that the 
synagogue was held in the house of Joakim : that Susan was a 
widow, having lost her husband after a married life of a few 
days, and devoted herself to the Lord : that the names of the 
elders were Amid and Abid, and they were chiefs of the 
synagogue : that before the trial Susan was in chains in prison 
three days : that the two elders were not witnesses, but judges 
of Susan : that it was decided thafcat the 9th hour SUsan should 
be cast down a precipice : that a throne was brought from the 
treasury for Daniel to sit upon, but that he refused to sit upon it. 

iii. Its ORIGIN. — There are several indications 
that the story before us cannot tie regarded as 
historical. (1) The discrepancies in the several 
accounts, e.g. those just given from W 3 . (2) The 
improbability that in the first days of the Captivity, 
when Daniel was 'a young youth' (v. 48 ), any Jew 
in Babylon could be so affluent as Joakim, or that 
so soon after the deportation of Jehoiachin the 
Jews should, in exile, possess the Jus nccis. (3) 
The reasons for Susanna's condemnation are very 
flimsy, and the' behaviour of the very youthful 
Daniel is, at least, arbitrary. He loudly condemns 
both culprits before he adduces any proof of their 
guilt. 

Assuming that we have here an ethical mythus, 
can we find its origin and motif 1 Ball (Spealcer's 
Apocr. ii. 325 f.) has a probable theory, borrowed 
in the main from Rabbi Briill (Dasapokr. Susanna- 
Buch). He adduces evidence from several sources 
of a tradition of two elders, who, in the Captivity, 
led astray silly women, by the persuasion, that, 
through them, they would become the mother of a 
great prophet, or of the Messiah. These stories 
are an amplification or embellishment of Jer 28 s1 * 8 *, 
where we read of two prophets, Ahaband Zedekiah, 
whom ' Nebuchadnezzar roasted in the fire because 
they committed folly in Israel, and committed adul- 
tery with their neighbours' wives.' Origen and 
Jerome both knew of the elaborated form of this 
incident, and it occurs with sundry variations in 
Midrash Tanhuma on Leviticus ; Bab. Talm. San- 
hedrin 93 a; Boraitha of K. Eliezer, c. 33, and in 
Pcsikta, No. 25. Here we have materials for the 
former half of the story: but not for the trial. 
The reasons for the rehabilitation of the tradition, 
with the trial attached, are ingeniously supposed 
to have arisen about B.C. 100, when Simon ben 
Shetach was president of the Sanhedrin. Simon 
was extremely anxious to introduce reforms into 
criminal procedure. It is said that his son was 
falsely accused of a capital offence. On the way 
to his execution the false witnesses confessed the 
crime, but the eon said t<» his father, ' If the 
salvation of Israel can be wrought through you, 
consider me the threshold over which you may 
pass.' Simon, the Judusan Brutus, let the law 
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take its course, that I17 the death of one he might 
save the innocent lives of many. He advocated a 
more careful examination of the witnesses— his 
favourite dictum being : * Examine the witnesses 
abundantly' (Pirke Aooth i. 9). He sought also 
to suppress perjury by insisting that he who swore 
falsely should, if detected, be punished with the 
same penalty as he sought to inflict on another. 
(N.B.— The elders were put to death for seeking 
to cause Susanna's death). The Sadducees, against 
Simon, interpreted the law, * an eye for an eye,' 
etc., to mean that the false witness should be 
punished, if his crime were detected after the 
penalty had been inflicted on the innocent one. 
We must confess that the appearance of our 
'History' at such a juncture would be most 
opportune for Simon. There is, it seems to us, a 
further coincidence. The moral of the narrative 
is, in LXX, summed up thus : ' Because of this, 
young men are beloved in Jacob, by-virtne-of («»•) 
their ingenuousness (iwXorrjrt) : and as for us, let 
us take heed that our youths be powerful ; for 
young men will be pious, and there will be in 
them a spirit of knowledge and understanding 
for ever and ever.' Clearly, this is a eulogy on 
youth ; and may well have been meant as a com- 
pliment to Alexander Jannams, whose adviser 
Simon was, and who ascended the throne at the 
age of twenty-three. 

This assumes that the * History ' is of Palestinian 
origin : and there is nothing against this. If it 
cannot be proved to have been originally written 
in Aramaic, it cannot be proved that it was 
not. 

An argument, as old as the time of Origen, which haa been 
adduced in favour of a Greek original, seems to the present 
writer untenable. In vv. W. md there occur two paronomasia. 
Daniel asks the first elder : ' Under what tree didst thou see 
them?' and the reply is: 'Under a matlic tree' (Gr. rx><*<)\ 
and Daniel says : ' The angel of God shall cleave (rx-ru) thy 
soul to-day.' The second elder replies : ' Under a holm-tree ' 
(«??»*) ; and Daniel says : ' The angel of God has a sword to cut 
thee in two' (rprtu rt\ These verbal plays are so ingenious 
that they have been held by many to prove, beyond all con- 
troversy, a Greek original. There is no more cogency in this, 
it seems to us, than if, supposing all early VS8 to be lost, we 
should read in English : ' Under a eloo. tree ' . . . ' the Lord 
shall cleaoe thee,' ' Under a yew tree ' . . . ' the Lord shall hew 
thee,' and should therefrom infer Kiyjlieh authorship. Origen 
says that he asked many Jews to furnish him with Heb. words 
that would produce a similar assonance : but always in vain 
(Migne, xi. 61-66). If Heb. fails, Aramaic is equal to the de- 
mand. The 'mastick* is in Syriao VSS KpnCB (using Heb. 
letters) ; and the verb ' to cut in two ' is pos : the word which 
occurs in Pal Syr of Mk 6>« 'I beheaded John.' In the second 
case L, and W, have MJOn 'a pomegranate'; opposite which, 
we surmise that there originally stood the words : ' The angel 
of God shall precipitate thee' (MDi). This is the punishment 
stated in LXX to have been inflicted: 'They muzzled them 
and threw them down into the ravine.' The verb KD1 is used 
in this same sense in the Aram, of Dn 320 (US, and in the Targ. 
of Jon Ezk 16*. 

iv. Canonicity. — The History of Susanna was 
included in the Canon by the (Jreek, Syrian, and 
Latin Churches. The first to dispute its claim was 
Julius Africanu8. In his Letter to Origen he 
powerfully questions its historicity (Bissefl, 446), 
and calls it a avyypay.ua rcurepiKO* ical TtrXac- 
jxivo*. Origen makes a rejoinder to each of his 
objections, but the replies are far from satisfactory. 
Irenoms cites vv. w - 83 and M as ' voices from Daniel 
the prophet' {adv. H<tr. iv. 26. 3), and Tertullian 
refers to our history (de Corona, iv.). Hippolytus 
treats it exegetically at the commencement or his 
Comm. on Daniel ; and fragments are extant of a 
Comm. by Origen in Book x. of his Stromala, 
from which Jerome makes extracts in his Comm. 
on Daniel, c. xiii. Schiirer {HJP 11. iii. 186) 
collects Origen's citations from Susanna. 

Literature. — Ball in Speaker"! Apocr. ii. 828 ff. ; Fritzsche, 
Bandbuch zu den Apokr. i. 116 f., 132 f.; Schiirer, HJP 11. iii. 
188 ff. ; Zdekler, Apokr. de* AT 213 ff. ; Bissell in Lange's 



Apocr. 44S ff. ; Eichhorn, Einleitung in die Apokr. Sehriften, 
447 ff. ; Rothstein in Kauttsch's Apokr. u. P$fudepigr. d. AT 

«• "Off. j. T . Marshall. 

8U8I (vd ; B Zovaet, AY Zowrl). — A Manassite, 
Nu 13" <»'». The text, however, is doubtful (see 
Nestle, Eigennamen, 209 ; Gray, HPN 92 ; Dillm. 
Nu. ad loc. ). 

SWADDLE, SWADDLING-BANDS (^n hath- 
ullah ; « to swaddle ' [^otj] hdthal, <rrapyaj<6w). —The 
wrapping in swaddling-clothes is at the present day, 
as it was in ancient times, one of the- first services 
rendered to the newborn infant in the East. The 
child is laid across the diagonal of a square of 
cloth of which the corners are folded over the 
body and feet and under the head. The bandages, 
which are of plain cotton among the poor and of 
silk and embroidered work in the case of the rich, 
are then wrapped round the cloth which encases 
the child. The custom seems to point back to the 




nrrAirr is swaddling-clothes. 

early nomadic life, as the bandaging not only affords 
protection against cold and support to the spine, but 
also by the confinement of the limbs enables the 
mother more easily to carry the child on the day's 
journey. During the first week salt water (Ezk 
IB 4 ) is applied daily to the lips and flexures of the 
body wherever the tender skin might become 
inflamed. This hardening process as a protection 
against chafing is further assisted by dusting the 
joints with a powder of pounded myrtle leaves, and 
any tender or irritated parts of the skin are rubbed 
with olive oil. The absence of these attentions at 
the birth of Israel (Ezk 16') indicated the outcast 
insignificance of the nation at the beginning. 
Amid the privations of the manger at Bethlehem 
this maternal duty was carefully attended to (Lk 
2 71 12 ). The swaddling-bands are daily unfastened 
in attending to the child, but the practice is kept 
up for about a year until the child is strong enough 
to use his limbs. The Oriental cradle has not the 
high sides of the Western cradle or infant's crib, 
and the infant is firmly tied down by long straps 
resembling the swaddling-bands round the body. 
This idea of restraint appears in the majestic 
figure of the clouds as the swaddling-bands of the 
.sea (Job 38"). In La 2« the AV ' swaddled ' (-111199 
tippahti) is in RV tr. 'dandled.' The word is a 
denominative from ns? ' span ' or * palm of .he 
hand.' 

The English words ' swaddle ' and 1 swathe ' are 
merely ditierent spellings of Anglo-Sax. sinethel or 
swethtl, a strip of cloth for wrapping a child, or for 
bandaging in any way. Cf. Purchas, Pilgrimage, 
446, ' Their feet to this end so straitly swadled in 
their infancie that they grow but little.' 

G. M. Mackir. 

SWALLOW.— Two words are tr 4 'swallow' in 
AV, and a third in RV. 1. *q dirGr (Ps 84» 
LXX rpvytbv; Pr 26 !l LXX arpovBbt = ' sparrow ' or 
other small bird). The allusion to the nesting of 
this bird in the sanctuary and its swift (una I igh ting) 
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Bight fit the swallow. 2. uta Ytodr (Is 38" LXX 
repitrrepd = ' pigeon ' ; Jer 8 7 LXX irrpov6iop=' spar- 
row 1 or other small bird). 'AjUr (see Crane) 
seems to be an adjective, and perhaps signifies 
'twitterer' instead of 'crane' (RV), and is ex- 
planatory of sits or sis; see, further, Dillm.-Kittel 
on Is 38". 3. wo svs, O'p fty, should be tr" 1 as in 
KV (Is 38", Jer 8 7 ), 'swallow' instead of 'crane' 
( AV; see* CRANE). If sus or sis be the swallow, or 
better, the swift or martin, the twittering could 
only refer to its note in its nest. The allusion to 
the migratory habits of the hird would suit the 
swallow. The following swallows and swifts or 
martins are common in the Holy Land : — Hirundo 
Savygnii, Steph., the Oriental swallow ; H. rustica, 
L., the common swallow (Arab. stintinU, or s&s or 
sis) ; H. rufula, Tenim., the red-rumpcd swallow ; 
Chelidon urbica, L., the martin ; Cotyle riparia, 
L., the sand martin ; C. rupestris, Scop., the crag 
martin; C. obsoleta, Cab., the pale crag martin; 
Cypselus apus, L., the black martin or swift; C. 
melba, L., and C. GalUeensis, would be included 
under the popular conception of the swallow or 
swift. Any or all of them would sometimes be 
called s6s or sis. G. E. Post. 

SWAN.— The AV tr» (twice) of ntfy* tinshemeth, 
a word which occurs thrice in the list of unclean 
creatures, once at the end of a list of lizards (see 
Mole, 1 (6)), and twice among the birds (Lv ll 18 
LXX TOfxpvplw = 4 water-hen,' Vulg. porphyrio, RV 
'horned owl,' m. 'swan*; Dt 14" LXX (pit, Vulg. 
ibis, RV 'horned owl'). The arguments against 
the swan are — (1) There is no reason why the 
swan should have been held unclean. (2) The swan 
is very rare in the Holy Land and Egypt, and 
therefore would have been little recognized. (3) 
The ancient VSS are against it. The gallinule or 
water-hen (Porphyrio) and the ibis are, however, 
birds which would have been held unclean, which 
are quite common, and each of which has the 
support of one passage in the VSS. Porphyrio 
eatruletu, Vandelli, the Purple Gallinule, and Ibis 
religiosa, L., or /. falcinella, L., the Glossy Ibis, 
would suit the requirements of the passages. 

G. E. Post. 

SWEARING.-See Oath. 

SWEAT. — See MEDICINE, vol. iii. p. 330*. 

SWEET CANE. — See Reed. 

8WINE (Tjq hazir).— This word is cognate to the 
Arab, khinztr. * The LXX tr. hazir in Ps 80" avs 
(AV and RV 'boar'), Lv ll 7 , Dt 14", Pr ll 22 is 
(AV and RV 'swine') There is no question as to 
the identity of the animal intended. The NT word 
for it is x°<p°*- The eatingof swine's flesh is for- 
bidden in Israel (Lv ll 7 , Dt 14 s ), hence the in- 
fringement of this rule was one of the practices 
to which the Hellenizing_party sought to compel 
the faithful (2 Mac 6 18 ). The flesh (Is 65 4 66 17 ) and 
blood (66 s ) of swine are described as characteristi- 
cally heathen and repulsive offerings (cf. 1 Mac l 47 ). 
A jewel of gold in a swine's snout is used as a 
simile of a fair woman of doubtful character (Pr 
ll* 9 ). A wild boar appears as fig. of the foes of 
Israel (Ps 80"). The ancient Egyptians and Phoen- 
icians, as well as the Jews, regarded swine as 
unclean. Mohammedans are, if possible, more 
intense than the Jews in their disgust for them. 
To call a man a hog is worse than to call him a 
dog. This feeling is shared by most of the Chris- 
tians in Palestine. But a considerable number of 
them breed swine and eat their flesh. Swine's 
flesh is sold in a number of shops in Beirut. The 
writer has seen native Christians in Amanus 
hunting wild swine, which are very abundant in 



that range, as also in the Jordan Valley, and in 
the higher regions of Lebanon and Antilebanon. 
It would appear that, in the time of Christ, Jews 
had come to raising swine in large herds (Mt 8 30 
etc., Lk 15"). G. E. Post. 

SWORD in OT is the rendering of several 
Hebrew words: — 1. ."nay tnik/ierah, Gn 49* RV 
'weapons of violence are their swords' (better 
RVm 'compacts'). The word is of very doubtful 
meaning, the VSS being at fault ; cf. Dillmann, 
Genesis, ad loc. 2. nfc ahelah, Jl 2 s AV (better 
RV 'weapons'). 3. fn*f IcidOn, Sir 46*, through 
the jtoiitfxxla. of LXX (letter ' spear ' as Jos 8 1B * 88 or 
' javelin '). 4. 3"jn herebh (the usual word, occurring 
with great frequency in OT), which can nearly 
always be tr* 1 'sword or 'dagger' (Jg 3"), but once 
had a more general meaning ; cf. the Arab, hftrb 
'war.' Thus/MJre&A is 'tool' Ex 20*, 'axes' Ezk26», 
and 'mattocks' 2 Ch 34« AV (RVm 'axes'; RV, 
following a different reading, ' in their ruins ' ; the 
text is quite dubious), and in Jos 5 a D'-ns no-jn 
harbhCth zurim is ' knives of flint.' Probably 
therefore herebh denoted originally the primitive 
flint implement, which, according to its varying 
shape and size, might serve the purpose of spear- 
head, arrow-head, axe, hammer, or knife. Such 
implements have been found during the excava- 
tion of Tell el-Hesy (Lachish). The ' blade ' of a 
sword and the ' head ' of a spear are alike called 
30^ lahabh. 




BTOXB KHire FROM TELL EL-HB8T (LACniBH). 

(By kind permission of the PEF). 



In size the herebh was probably quite short. 
Ehud's 'sword' (Jg3"RV) was a cubit (about 17 
inches) long, and Goliath's (1 S 21 9 ) was a possible 
weapon for David. The material of all weapons 
of offence was sometimes iron and sometimes 
bronze (cf. Gn 4*», Jos 8», 1 S 17 7 , Jg 1", Is 10") ; 
at the excavations at Tell el-Hesy (Lachish) spear- 
heads and a battle-axe of bronze were found as 
well as arrow-heads and a curved dagger (khanjar) 
of iron (F. J. Bliss, PEFSt, 1892, pp. 101-113, with 
illustrations; for mines in Palestine cf. Driver on 
Dt 8"). Roughly speaking, the difference of metal 
marks a difference of time, bronze weapons being 
earlier than those of iron or steel. In shape the 
herebh was sometimes curved with a sharp inner 
edge like the Egyptian sword, sometimes straight 
like the weapon worn by the Assyrians ; for illus- 
trations see R. F. Burton, Book of the Sword, 
pp. 156, 205. The ' double-edged ' herebh ( Jg 3", Ps 
149*, Pr 5 4 , Sir 21 s ) might be either curved or 
straight ; cf. Burton, as above. 

The use of the sword was twofold : in war to 
despatch the flying or fallen enemy after the bow 
ana the spear had done their work, in peace to 
execute malefactors ; cf. 1 K 2 s - * . The sword 
was carried in a sheath (tot tdar, Jer 47 8 , or nj 
nddan, 1 Ch 21 s7 ) 'probably of leather' (Nowack, 
Ueb. Archdologie, i. 363), but ancient sheaths 
were made also of metal (Burton, p. 222, with 
note 11), of wood (Schliemann, Mycenae, p. 281; 
cf. p. 303), of ivory (Odyssey, viii. 404), and perhaps 
even of linen (Schliemann, p. 283). When not 
worn a swoid might be wrapped in a cloth (1 S 21"), 
just as blades are bandaged with greased rags by 
the natives of India (Burton, p. 232). The sheathed 
sword was worn hanging from a girdle (-fun hdgQr, 
2 S 20* ; cf. Ps 45»M>). 

Among the many interesting sword-passages of 
the OT are :— Gn 8 s * RV (the two guardians are 
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ROMAN HAOOER. 

(By kind permission of Messrs. Yiewegu. Rohn). 



the cherubim and the darting flame, i.e. prob- 
ably the lightning ; cf. Barton, p. 1S3, who sug- 
gests the disc-like sword of Merodach) ; Gn A zi 
(the Song of the Discovery of the Sword, according 
to some) ; I)t 33" (the LOKD Israel's sword, so EV 
rightly); Jg7' l8 '- 2U (the war-cry 'a sword for the 
LORD and for Gideon'); Is 27 1 (the LORD'S sword 
of chastisement) ; Is 2*=Mic 4 3 ('swords into plow- 
shares' a symbol of peace) ; Jl 3 M [4 10 ] (' plowshares 
into swords' a symbol of war); 2 Mac I5 U (the 
prophet Jeremiah delivers a golden sword to Judas 
Mnceajtvrus in a vision). 

In LXX and NT ' sword ' is represented by three 
words: — 1. £i<pos, a long straight sword, only in 
LXX. 2. ndxatp*, a word used to describe a mere 
knife (Gn 22'", Jg 19-" LXX (A) for nfc|R> ma'dkhe- 
lethi cf. Lk 22 3B in F. Field, Notes on the Trans- 
lation of NT, pp. 76, 77), as well as the legionary's 
sword (Kph 6 17 ), and the executioner's weapon (Ac 
12-). Hixcupa is used in Mt 20"*, a verse sometimes 
supposed to refer to war, but really referring to 
ordinary violence ; in Eph 6 17 of the ' sword of the 
Spirit, the word of God (pripa Otov) ' received (not 
'taken') by the Christian warrior; and in He 4 U 
of the two-edged sword with which ' the word 
(6 \070v) of God ' is compared.* 3. pofi<pala, a word 
of somewhat doubtful meaning, but used in several 
interesting passages. It is found in Latin in the 
forms rontfea (Sir 46 2 ) and rumpia (Livy, xxxi. 35)). 
It is certain that it was a Thracian weapon of 
large size (Livy, loc. cit.), but whether it was a 
sioord or a spear is not quite certain. In Plutarch 
(Aimil. 18) the Thracians are spoken of as iipOb.% 
l>o,mpaias fiapvoibijpovs diro tuiv deituiv &/xuv ixiffetorres 
('having straight rumpia of heavy iron swaying 
from their right shoulders'). Suidas (ed. Bern- 
hardy, 1853) gives to fiaapbv iudivrior /ud\<upa, and 
Hesychius (Leyden, 1760) pAxaipa, £'0°s> 7 ) ibriiTW 
naKp'w. In the 'Vulgate' Psalter (taken from the 
LXX) (to/upatai is rendered framem {i.e. large spears 
such as were used by the Germans) in Ps 9 7 , 
where Jerome's ' Hebrew' Psalter gives solitudincs 
( = ni3in). The usual Syr. rendering is 'sword,' but 
in Lk 2" both Pcsh. and Syr ,bl give rum ha 'lance,' 
and in Rev l 18 the Philoxcnian (ed. Gwynn, 1897) 
gives rutin (apparently a mistake for rumhi). 
General Pitt-Kivcis, quoted by Burton (p. 183), 
sneaks of a ' leaf-shaped sword -blade attached to 
the end of the spear like the Thracian romphea,' 
but Burton himself (p. 237) says that in modern 
Romaic it denotes the jlamberge, the wavy blade 
carried by angels in art (ib. pp. 130, 138). That 
pofMpita may possibly mean 'spear' is disputed 
by W. Wayte (Smith's Did. Antiq.* 1890), but 
acknowledged by Plummet on Lk 2^. 

Instances of the use of ,'>op.</>aia arc — Gn 3 M {ryv 
<f>\o-tivT)v p., see above) ; 1 Ch 21'" ' a (the sword of 
pestilence); Sir 4G J (Heb. jiT? Iddun 'javelin'); 
2 Mac 15™ (' the sword seen in vision) ; Lk 2 as (the 
sword of anguish), liev l 16 19 15 (the sword of judg- 
ment proceeding out of the mouth of the glorified 
Christ; cf. Is ll 4 49'-). This last image is not so 
strange as appears at first sight, for the short 
Roman sword was tongue -like in shape, as the 
annexed illustration (taken from Lindcnsehmit, 
Truckt u. Bewaffnnng, Tab. xi. lig. 11) shows. 



LlTOlArURB. — Sir Richard Burton's Bookofthe Steord (London. 
1884) is a work of great but unequal merit, with many helptul 
illustrations; pp. 183-180 are on The Jewish Sword. Schlic- 
mann's Myamm (London, 1878) contains a good deal of in- 
formation about undent Greek swords. For other works see 

arms. W. Emery Barnes. 

8YCAMINE [avid/urn, Lk 17 6 ). — As St. Luke 
alludes by name to the sycomore (ovKopopta), it is 
prob. [but see Plummer, ad loc] that he discrimin- 
ates between it and the sycamine. By consent of 
scholars, outedfuvoi is the Black Mulberry, Morns 
nigra, L., the strict signification of the word. Yet 
<tvk6.iuvos undoubtedly signifies also the sycomore 
In all the passages in the OT where D'Ogc* and 
nxjjp occur (1 K lu w , 1 Ch 27", 2 Ch l 15 V, Pa 78" 7 , 
Is 9», Am 7 M ), the LXX tr. it by trvKipuHn (or -ok). 
As it is undoubted that shilanim and shilcmCth 
refer to the sycomore, we conclude that the LXX 
so understood trvnifufos. The true sycamine is 
therefore mentioned but once in the canonical 
books of the Bible and once in Apocr. (1 Mac 6* 1 
fiopos, AV and RV 'mulberry'). It is a fine tree 
of the order Urticaeeos, with a hemispherical comus, 
20-30 ft. high. Its leaves are cordate - ovate, 
undivided or more or less lobed and toothed. 
They are too tough to be suitable food for the silk- 
worm, like those of the White Mulberry, Morns 
alba, L. The fruit resembles in size and shape the 
larger varieties of blackberries. It really consists 
of an aggregation of flowers, in an oblong spike, 
the succulent part of the fruit being the fleshy 
sepals. It has a pleasant acid taste, and is 
sold in all Oriental fruit markets. It is so 
abundant in Damascus us to be known as tut- 
sliAmt — Damascus Mulberry. Neither it nor the 
white mulberry is to be confounded with the 
'mulberry trees' of 2 S o 13- -", 1 Ch 14" 18 ; see 
Mulberry. G. E. Post. 

SYCAMORE, SYCOMORE.- As pointed out under 
Sycamine, the Heb. o-rpi? and mcjDP refer to the 
sycomore, which must not be confused with the 
tree known by that name in England and America 
— Acer pseuao-platanus, L., the false plane tree. 
The reference is to a tree of the same order, 
Urticacem, as the sycamine. It is of the same 
genus as the fig, and known in botany as Fiats 
Sycomorns, L., Arab, juimmiz. It has a flattened 
spherical comus, from 15-50 ft. high, often one- 
sided, as in the illustration, and sometimes shading 




• Cf. Bab. Tiilm. Mr&UlSth Bo, ' R. Isaac said. Every one 
who rccitea the Shihna (Dt C.*) upon his bed (Pu 14tP) is as if he 
held a two-edged sword in his hand.' 



8YO0M0RF. THEE OVERHANGING A ROADWAY. 

(The hedge to the right is Indian FigX 

an area 60 80 ft. in diameter. As it is very fre- 
quently planted by roadsides, its long, nearly 
horizontal branches project over the road. It was 
therefore eminently a suitable tree for Zacchens 
to climb (Lk 19<) in order to see Jesus passing. 
Seated on its lowest branch, he would be within 
easy speaking distance of the Saviour. The 
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foliage also is not usually dense, esp. in the old 
trees by waysides. The trunks often attain a 
very large size, sometimes 30-40 ft. in circumfer- 
ence. The leaves are ovate-subcordate. The fruit 
is a small, not very palatable iig, about 1 in. long, 
glowing thick together on curious little leafless 
twigs on the trunk or large branches. Whatever 
may have been the custom in ancient times in re- 
gard to puncturing the ligs of the sycomore to 
cause them to ripen, or to improve their flavour, 
this is no longer done in Palestine. The fruit is 
either shaken down or plucked as it ripens, and 
eaten without any preparation. It ripens in suc- 
cessive instalments almost throughout the year. 
The wood of the sycomore, although light and 
porous, is durable. It was used in Egypt for 
mummy cases. It is not now so common m the 
Holy Land as to furnish much available timber., 
but it was formerly very plentiful, esp. in the low 
lands (I K 10* 7 , 1 Oh 27^). It occurred, however, 
in the hill-country also. Amos, a Judiean shep- 
herd, collected (?)* its fruit (7 M ). The destroying 
of sycomore trees by frost (Ps78 47 ) was phenomenal, 
as frost is exceedingly rare in Egypt. At the same 
time it was a great disaster, as the sycomore was 
much cultivated there for the industrial uses of 
its wood. Sycaminopolis (Haifa) derived its name 
from this tree. " G. E. Post. 

SYCHAR (AB« Zvxdp; Vulg. Sichar). — Jesus 
passing through Samaria, on His way from Judaea 
to Galilee, came 'to a city of Samaria called 
Syebjir,' which was ' near to the parcel of ground 
that Jacob gave to bis son Joseph' (Jn 4 B ) ; and 
Jacob's well was there (v. 6 ). The identification 
of Sychar has been the subject of much discus- 
sion. All commentators now agree that 4 Sychar ' 
is the correct reading, and not a copyist's error 
for * Shechem ' as Jerome and Epiphanius held. 
But the question remains whether Sychar was 
Shechem or another place in the vicinity of 
Shechem. 

It has been urged that, in consequence of the 
hatred which existed between the Jews and the 
Samaritans, the Jewish common people ironically 
called Shechem Shikkor, 'drunken, or Sheker, 
' falsehood.' But there is no evidence either in 
Josephus, the Targum, or the Talmud of their 
ever having done so ; and the only support of the 
theory seems to be that Isaiah (28 1 -*), referring, 
apparently, to the city of Samaria, denounces the 
'drunkards' (shikkorim) of Ephraim ; and that the 
expression in Hab 2 18 , a 'teacher of lies' (moreh 
s.'wker), which refers to idolatry, contains an allusion 
to Moreh and Shechem. These interpretations are 
too forced, and the suggestion of Trench [Studies 
in the Gospels, p. 80), that St. John ' was himself 
the author of the nickname,' is too far-fetched. 
Another view is that in and r are often confounded 
in pronunciation (Olshausen nnd Liicke, Com. z. 
Ev. Joh. i. 512), and that Sychar comes from 
Sychem as pronounced bv the Greek residents (cf. 
Beliar for Belia/, 2 Co 6 15 , Eph 2*). The change 
from « to a is not, however, explained. Jerome 
(Bp. Paul, and Qwest. Gen.) says that Sychar and 
Sychem are the same place, but he gives no evi- 
dence, and attributes the altered form to a copyist's 
error. This view has been adopted by Epiphanius 
and the pilgrims Arculf (A.D. 670), Theodcrich 
(A.D. 1172), Maundeville (A.D. 1312), etc. ; and in 
modern times by Robinson, Stanley, Guerin, and 
me\\m(HWB). 

It is more logical to take Sychar to be another 

• AV tr. Wli* shikmlm, 'a gatherer of sycomore fruit,' ItV '» 
dresser of syconiure trees.' It is posmble that the Heb. ex- 
pression (cf. LXX »»'?«», Vulg. vellicatu) refers to the tbove- 
mentioned method of improving the fruit. See, further, 
Driver, ad loc 



place in the vicinity of Shechem. The writer of 
the Eourth Gospel was well acquainted with the 
OT, which sulhciently indicates the position of 
Shechem ; and it is inconceivable that he should 
have described a well-known town with such a 
history and with so many sacred associations as 
' a city of Samaria near the parcel of ground that 
Jacob gave to his son Joseph. '_ It is also highly 
improbable that St. John, in this particular narra- 
tive, would have referred to Shechem by a nick- 
name. St. Stephen (Ac 7 16 ) uses the LXX form, 
Sychem (Zux^tt), and this would probably have 
been employed by the evangelist if he had not 
intended to indicate another place. Sychar and 
Sychem are, in fact, distinguished in ancient docu- 
ments. Eusebius (Onom.) says that Sychar was 
' before,' that is ' east' of Neapolis (Nublus), which 
he distinguishes from Sychem — a place in its 
suburbs, near Joseph's tomb. Jerome (Onom.) 
translates this description without remark. The 
Bordeaux Pilgrim (a.d. 333) makes a distinction 
between Neapolis, Sichem, and Sichar, and places 
the last one Human mile from Sichem. Sychar is 
also mentioned as a distinct place from Neapolis 
and Shechem by Abbot Daniel (A.D. 1106), Eetellus 
(A.D. 1130), and John of Wiirzburg (A.D. 1160). 
All these pilgrims apparently refer to el-Askar, — 
a village on the lower slopes of Mt. El>al, which has 
a fine spring, — 'Ain el-Askar, and gives its name, 
Sahel 'Askar, to the northern portion of the plain 
of el-Mukhna. This village answers much better 
than such a well-known place as Shechem to the 
casual notice of St. John. Robinson (Later Re- 
searches, p. 133) held that * the fact that 'Askar 
begins with the letter 'Ain excludes all idoa of 
afhnity with the name Sychar.' But there are 
cases, such as Ascalon ('Asknldn), in which the 
Aleph of the Hebrew has changed to an 'Ain. In 
the Samaritan Chronicle, which cannot bo later 
than the 14th cent. A.D., mention is made of a 
town, apparently near Shechem, that is called 
Ischar, — merely a vulgar pronunciation of Sychar, 
— and the Samaritans, in translating their Chron- 
icle into Arabic, call this place 'A sknr. Thus the 
transition is traceable from the Hebrew form, 
through the Samaritan Ischar, to the Arabic 'Askar 
(Conder, Tent- Work, i. 75). The Mishna mentions 
a place called ' the plain of En-Sokher,' which is 
perhaps Sychar (Iscubauer, Gtog. du Talmud, 
p. 169). Schwarz (HL p. 127) correctly identifies 
En-Sokher with 'Ain el-Askar, and the plain with 
the Sahel 'Askar. There is thus a strong case for 
the identification of Svchar with el- Askar. This 
view is supported by Thomson (L. and B. ch. 31), 
Williams (Smith's D. of G. ii. 4126), Raumer 
(Pal. p. 163), Ewald (Gesch. iv. 284, v. 348, 3rd ed.), 
Derenbourg (Gi'off. du Talmud, p. 169), Canpari, 
Neubauer, Conder, Smith (HGHL p. 367 ft'.— a 
good summary of the question), Tristram, and 
others. C. W. Wilson. 

STCHEH (Zux4*; Sichem).— The Greek (LXX 
Gn 12° etc.) form of Shechem. It occurs only in 
the speech of St. Stephen (Ac 7 ltf ), according to 
which the twelve sons of Jacob were buried in 
Sychem, in the tomb that Abraham bought of 
Hamor (Emmor) in Sychem. See Shkchem. 

Although in the above-named passage in Acts 
the strictly accurate reproduction of the original 
demands bj/chem (so AV), RV, consistently with 
its practice of following the Hebrew in the case of 
OT names, gives Shechzm. C. W. Wll,SMN. 

SYENE.— See Seveneh. 

SYM EON.— See Simeon. 

SYMMACHUS.— See Versions (Greek). 
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SYNAGOGUE.— 

L The name. 
11 Origin and history. 

iii. Situation of the building, style of architecture, etc. 

iv. Synagogue worship, officials, etc 

v. The synagogue as an elementary school. 
vL Other uses of the synagogue. 

vii. Latest history of the synagogue. 

Literature. 

i. THE NAME. — Synaqogue is the name applied 
to the place of assembly used by Jewish com- 
munities primarily for the purpose of public 
worship. The Gr. awaywyi) stands for the 
assembly itself, and represents in the LXX in 
most instances the Heb. nig. So also in the Heb. 
Sirach (e.g. 4 7 41 ls ) n-iy answers to the <rvwaywy^ of 
the Gr. text. The Aramaic versions of the Bible 
reproduce .tjk by k*?'j? (Syr. Knenjs). The verb 
PJ3, from which this Aram, substantive is derived, 
has its representative in Hebrew in the rare verb 
CJ3, which is used in Est 4 1B of the assembling of 
the Jews of Susa for a religious fast. The common 
Heb. verb *]0N is translated in Aramaic by rjs, in 
Greek by awiyu (cf. e.g. Jl 2 18 ). From o:a (of which 
the verbal noun is np*j| in the special sense of assem- 
bling for worship, MegUla, i. 1, Gen. rab. ch. 49, 
on Gn 18 44 ) was formed, as the equivalent of the 
Aram. Knew, the subst. rojs, which may indeed 
stand for any gathering, but which appears at a 
very early date to have acquired the special sense 
of an assemblage for worship. It was perhaps 
originally this special sense that was attached to 
the word when the gathering of which we read in 
Neh Q'-IO 40 was called nfcrun no» * the great 
assembly ' [ibckj of Neh 9 1 is translated in Pesh. 
by vnznvt, in LXX by ow-fixO-wav] ; for this epoch- 
making assembly had the marks of a worshipping 
body (fasting, reading of the Torah, confession of 
6in, prayer). See art. Synagogue (The Great). 
The house, in which the meeting for worship was 
held, was called npj?n n*3 (Aram. k??'J? '?), but the 
words njjj and Kjiy'js standing alone may also be 
used for the place of meeting. It is noteworthy 
that in the Pal. Talmud the use of Knew predomi- 
nates, in the Bab. Talmud Knc'33 '3. The plural 
of npjs is nVpjs (from a supposed 'n'cja ; cf. nnro, 
plur. of njpo), hence ifrcjj *ea = ' synagogues. ' To 
this plural goes back the sing, form n;pj?, of which 
there is only an isolated occurrence (Aboth, iv. 11 ; 
the reading nojs, cited by Taylor, is not suffi- 
ciently authenticated), which is not the equiva- 
lent in meaning of nojp, but stands for an associa- 
tion or society in general. In this more general 
sense of n;f ja we should also understand the plural 
found in Aboth, iii. 1U, &nd Echa rabbathi, Proccm., 
No. 10.— The shorter expression r^js or k^'js (with- 
out rrj or *a) finds its representative in the Gr. 
awayuryti, which in the NT and Josephus stands 
for the place of worship, the synagogue. Cf. 
Philo, Quod omnis prooiis liber, § 12 (of the 
Essenes) : t is Upovs i^njcfoO/itfot rlnrom of Kokovrnu 
irwayuryal. 

Another Gr. name for the synagogue is »po«r- 
<V X^» which occurs especially in Pi.ilo (in 
Flaccum, § 6, 7, 14, Leg. ad Gaium, § 20, 23, 43, 
46), but is found also elsewhere (3 Mac 7", Ac 
16" ; Jos. Vita, 54 ; inscriptions ap. Schiirer, 
GJV 3 ii. 443). It appears in Latin {proseucha) 
in Jnv. Sat. iii. 296. As ffwayuyj i» shortened 
from oticot ffwayuyijs, so is vpoatvxfi from oXkos 
rpofftvxns. The corresponding Heb. expression is 
fonnd in Deutero- Isaiah, not only in 56' ('nicn n'3, 
nVun n'3), but also in 60 7 , where 'niKEn n'3 is ren- 
dered in the LXX by o otxos ttjj xpoaeirxrjt pov, so 
that the original reading must have been 'n'yon '3. 
The Jewish tradition-literature o fibre only once, 
in an anecdote of the Bab. Talmud (Gittin, 39b), 
the half-Aramaic half-Heb. r.^sn "3. Once (Midrash 
Tehillim on Ps 4) the synagogue is called a\pa 



lnSfin, 1 his (God's) place of prayer.' Philo has also 
wpoaevKT^ptoy, ' place of prayer ' ( Vita Mosis, iii. 27). 

In an edict of the emperor Augustus the syna- 
gogue is called oappartior, 'house of Sabbath - 
keeping' (Jos. Ant. XVI. vi. 2), to which corre- 
sponds in later times the Syr. "Tim mmv n'3, plur. 
•3P n'3 (see Payne-Smith, col. 497). 

One other term may be mentioned, ^KTip? rejj 
used by the Agada as a personification of the 
whole body of Israel, the Jewish people. In the 
Tannaite literature the expression is still rare 
(see Bacher, Die altestc Terminulogie der judiachen 
Schri/tauslegung, p. 85), but it is very frequent in 
the post- Tannaite Agada (from the 3rd cent, on- 
wards; see the passages cited under 'Gemeinde 
Israels ' in the Index to Bacher's Agada der pal. 
Amorder, vols. i. ii. iii.). It is the same kind of 
personification as took place when, the analogous 
term IjcicXipWa was adopted as a designation for the 
whole body of adherents of the Christian faith. 
For the use of the term by the Church Fathers 
see Schiirer*, ii. 432. 

ii. Origin and History of the Synagogue. 
— 1. The first beginnings of the synagogue as an 
institution of Judaism are involved in complete 
obscurity. The later Tradition represents it, like 
other more recent institutions, as in existence 
from the earliest times. According to the Pal. 
Targ. on Ex 18 s0 , this verse already contains an 
allusion to the prayers to be repeated in the 
synagogues ; the Targ. on 1 Ch 16 19 states that the 

f eat place of offering at Gibeon was a synagogue, 
n anonymous Midrash (PesUcta, ed. Buber, 1296) 
makes three contemporary prophets proclaim the 
word of God in three different places: Jeremiah in 
the public squares, Zephaniah in the synagogues, 
Huldah among the women. The * house of the 
people ' ( Jer 39*) was, according to a Midrash cited 
by D. Kimchi, the synagogue (see also Kashi's 
Com. ad loc. ; L. Low, Gesam. Schriften, iv. 8, 
■wrongly cites here the Targum). Although a 
tradition of the 2nd cent, tells us that uneducated 
people were accustomed to call the synagogue n'« 
(Simon b. Eleazar, Shabbath, 32a), this ex- 
planation of the expression Din n*3 in Jeremiah 
cannot be taken seriously. Philo and Josephus 
(see Schiirer 3 , ii. 429) both believed that the institu- 
tion of the synagogue goes back to Moses, and the 
same notion perhaps finds expression in the words 
of the Apostle James in Ac 15* 1 ' For Moses from 
generations of old (^*c 7e«'e<2* «fpx a ' w ") hath in every 
city them that preach him, being read in the syna- 
gogues every Sabbath.' 

In all probability, the germs of the future in- 
stitution of the synagogue should be sought during 
the Babylonian exile. Thus the historical reality 
is not so very far removed from the view which the 
Targ. on Ezk ll 16 attaches to the words onS *!iw 
Dye c ^P'?m namely, that when Israel was scattered 
among the nations.God gave them the synagogue 
as a compensation for the loss of the sanctuary. 
Amongst the exiles torn from their homes, but 
brought nearer to God and His teaching, the 
need must have made itself felt of a medium 
for cultivating, in common, religious emotions and 
for receiving religious instruction. The absence 
of the sacrificial cultus during the Exile, the 
higher significance to which Sabbath observ- 
ance attained, the regular fast-days (cf. Zee 7*. 
Is 58) augmented this sense of need, which would 
find satisfaction in gatherings at fixed places and 
times. All these considerations, which were at 
work in Babylon, made their influence felt also 
in Palestine, when Israel after the Return struck 
new roots in the old home, and the religious life, 
in spite of the fact that the newly-built temple at 
Jerusalem was its central point, gained a basis 
independent of the sacrificial cultus. In particular, 
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the activity of Ezra and his successors the scribes 
guided the development of the religious life in a 
direction which was bound to lead to the rise of 
. synagogues all over the country. Hence we may 
I confidently place the origin of the synagogue in 
, Palestine at the period of the Persian domination. 
There is indeed no express and unmistakable 
mention of the synagogue either in the Persian or 
in the first two centuries of the Greek era. Even 
the narratives about the religious persecutions 
under Antiochus Epiphanes are silent as to syna- 
gogues. At most, the 74th Psalm, if it really 
belongs to the Maccabcean age, may be cited as 
the earliest source where the synagogue is named ; 
for Sk njno (v. 8 ) may very well be interpreted, with 
Aquila and the Mid rash on Psalms, as a name for 
the places of assembly throughout the land con- 
secrated to God, Tgio being thus a poetical equiva- 
lent of noja.i n*a (Low cites, in illustration of the 
expression, nyio n*j of Job 30°; cf., also, njn n'3, 
Aboth, i. 4). — Express notices of the synagogue, so 
far as these are found in the literature, belong for 
the most part to the last century of the Second 
Temple. But in all cases where it is mentioned 
the synagogue appears as an institution that has 
long existed, and as the central point of the organ- 
ized social life of the Jews. 

2. In Jerusalem itself, immediately before the 
destruction of the city by Titus, there were 394 
(Bab. Kethub. 105ft), or, according to another 
version (Jems. MegUla, 13d and oft.), 480 syna- 
gogues. EVen if these figures are exaggerated, 
the number of synagogues in Jerusalem must be 
thought of as very large. Apart from the syna- 
gogues belonging to the inhabitants proper of the 
capital, there were others for the various com- 
munities of foreign JewB settled in Jerusalem. 
A Tannaite tradition mentions the synagogue of 
the Alexandrians at Jerusalem (Tos. MegUla, ii. 
224 M , J erus. MegUla, 13d*°; otherwise Bab. Manilla, 
28a). The Acts of the Apostles (6") also names the 
synagogue of the Alexandrians, along with the 
synagogues of the Cyrenians, Cilicians, and Asians ; 
the Hellenistic members of these synagogues dis- 
pute with Stephen (ib. cf. 6 s0 ). In the temple 
itself there was a synagogue, which Joshua b. 
Chananja mentions from recollections of his own 
(Tos. Sttkki, iv. 198 18 ), and of whose function- 
aries we hear also from other quarters (Yoma, 
vii. 1 ; Sota, vii. 7, 8). On the synagogues of 
Jerusalem cf. also Jems. Sukka, 54a *. 

Of the synagogues of Palestine the Gospels name 
Nazareth (Mt 13 w , Mk 6 s , Lk 4 W ) and Capernaum 
(Mk I s0 , Lk 7 s , Jn 6 M ) as those in which Jesus 
taught. The synagogue of Dora was built by 
Agrippa I. (Jos. Ant. xix. vi. 3) ; the synagogue of 
Cttsarea became a moving cause of the rising against 
Home (BJ II. xiv. 4-5), and in memory of this con- 
tinued to be called in the 4th cent. ' the revolution 
synagogue' (Nimoi Knc*«, J erus. Bikkurim,Q5d" 
et at. ; see Graetz, Gesch. d. Juden' 1 , iv. 313). 
The great synagogue of Tiberias is mentioned by 
Josephus (Vita, 54). During the three centuries 
that followed the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
Talmudical literature names various Pal. syna- 
gogues : for instance, those that were the centres 
of scribal activity: Sepphoris (the 'great syna- 
gogue,' Pesikta, 1366 : the ' synagogue of the 
Babylonians,' Jems. Berakhoth, 9a sa , Shabb. 8a a ; 
the 'synagogue of the vine' [kuui 'q}, Jerus. 
Berakhoth, 6a, et al.); Tiberias (Erubin, x. 10; 
'the 13 synagogues of Tiberias,' Berakhoth, 8a, 
306 ; the ' synagogue of the senate-house ' [fiovX-^, 
•Sm 'a], Jerus. 'J'aan. 64a", see Die Agada der 
pal. Amor. Hi. 100); Ciusarea (see above); Lydda 
(Jerus. Shekalim, v., end). There is mention, 
further, of the synagogues of Beth-shcan [Scytho- 
polis] (Jerus. Meg. 74a 87 ); Kiphra or Kiiphra 



(Jerus. Taan. 686 M , Meg. 70a*; in Pesikta rabb., 
ed. Friedmann, p. 196 b K"13B Sv lea 'village of 
Tiberias'); Maon (Shabb. 139a, Zebach. 1186); 
Sichnin (Jerus. Meg. 756 «); Tibein (Tos. Meg. 

223"). 

In Babylonia the oldest synagogues were counted 
to be that of Shaph-Jethib at Nahardea (MegUla, 
296, Jlosh ha?h. 246, Aboda zara, 436, Nidda, 13a), 
and that of Huzal (MegUla, 296). The founding of 
the former was ascribed to king Jehoiachin. From 
the 3rd cent, there is witness for a ' synagogue of 
Daniel ' (Erubin, 21a). In Machuza there was in 
the 4th cent, a 'synagogue of the Romans' fa 
'«Dm, Meg. 266). 

In Syria specially famous was the great syna- 
gogue of Antioch, to which the successors of 
Antiochus Epiphanes presented the brazen vessels 
which had been carried off from the temple at 
Jerusalem (Jos. BJ VII. iii. 3). On this syna- 
gogue, on whose site arose in the 4th cent, the 
Christian basilica dedicated to the Maccabiean 
martyrs, see Cardinal Kampolla in Revue de VArt 
Chrttim, 1899, p. 390.— The Apostle Paul preached 
in various synagogues at Damascus (Ac 9*, cf. v. 2 ). 
The narrative of the journeys of the same apostle 
makes mention of synagogues in Asia Minor, 
Macedonia, Greece : for instance, those of Pisidian 
Antioch (Ac 13"), Iconium (14 1 ), Ephesus (18'»), 
Philippi (16 13 ), Thessaloniea (17'), Bercea (17 10 ), 
Athens (17"), Corinth (18 4 - 7 ). There were several 
synagogues at Salamis in Cyprus (13 1 ). 

The numerous J e wish population of Alexandria 
had, according to the testimony of Philo (Leg. ad 
Gaium, § 20), many synagogues in the different 

Quarters of the city. The largest of these was the 
amous basilica, of which the Tannaite tradition 
of the 2nd cent, gives a hyperbolical but yet very 
graphic description (Tos. Sukkn, iv. 198 s " ; Jerus. 
Sukkn, 55a, bottom ; Bab. Sukka, 51a). The 
founding of the synagogue of Ptolemais is related 
in 3 Mac 7* . 

We learn from Philo (Leg. ad Gaium, § 23) that 
as early as the time of Augustus there were a 
number of synagogues in Rome. The names of 
several of these have been preserved in the in- 
scriptions (see Scluirer 3 , iii. 44 ff.). An ancient 
literary tradition names the 'synagogue of Severus' 
at Rome (see Epstein in Monatsschrift fur Gesch. u. 
Wist, des Judenthums, 1885, p. 338). 

The memory of many synagogues of the Diaspora 
is preserved in early Greek inscriptions. Specially 
noteworthy are the ruins of ancient synagogues at 
several spots in northern Galilee, 'of which the 
oldest date from the second or even the first cent. 
A.D.' (Schiirer 2 , ii. 445). 

3. At the time of the rise of Christianity every 
Jewish community, whether in Palestine or in the 
Diaspora, certainly had its synagogue. The words 
of St. James quoted above are in harmony with 
the testimony of Philo, who speaks of the places of 
prayer that existed in every city as so many places 
of instruction in virtue and piety ( Vita Mo*, ui. 27 : 
rd Kara x6Aets TpocevKT^pia rl frepiv iany f) Stdaaicaketa 
k.t.\.). Hence there is a reHexion of the real con- 
dition of things when in a Tannaite saying of the 
1st or 2nd cent. (R. 'Akiba already glosses it) the 
synagogue is named as one of the 'qualifications of 
a city in which a scribe may settle down (Sanhedrin, 
176, Lottom). W hen in the Tannaite halacha the 
synagogue is looked upon as the property of the 
city (Nedarim, v. 5), the places in view are such as 
are inhabited wholly or for the most part by Jews, 
for in these the political and the religious body are 
one and the same. Where there is no synagogue, 
the citizens (tjt.t *ja 'sons of the city') have the 
right to . demand that one be built and ' to compel 
one another to do this' (Tos. Ba/?a mczia, xi. 
396 a ). The same rule applies to the procuring of 
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the necessary copy of the Pentateuch and the 
Prophets for the synagogue (ib.). — The members 
of the community belonging to the same synagogue 
are called nwarr *:a ('sons of the synagogue'), a 
designation which has a special significance when 
there are a number of synagogues in the same place. 
See the use of the expression in Tos. Megilla, ii. 
223 s0 ; Bar. Mocd ka(on, 22ft, bottom ; Behlioroth, 
v. 5 ; Zabim, iii. 2. In Tos. Megilla, iii. ad init. 
(224 10 ) the members of the synagogal community 
are opposed to the rulers of the city (tj,ti *ojtb). — 
With reference to the right to alienate a synagogue 
to another use, the casuistry of the Pal. Amoras 
draws a distinction between private synagogues 
(Trr ho nman n*a) and public synagogues (ho a 'a 
can); see Jerus. Megilla, 73d* 8 and 74a". The 
corresponding passage of the Bab. Talmud (Meg. 
26i) distinguishes village from city synagogues 
(D':na, D'ira ho 'n 'a). — The possibility of a private 
house being converted into a synagogue is con- 
sidered in the Tannuite halacha (Nedarim, ix. 2, 
cf. Jerus. Meg. 73rt**"). As a rule, the synagogues 
were buildings specially erected for the purpose. 
In spite of the public character of the synagogal 
buildings they were subjected to certain ceremonial 
regulations applicable to dwelling-houses (Tos. 
Negaim, vi. 625 17 , Bar. Yoma, 116). A varying 
tradition (Yoma, ib.) distinguishes between syna- 
gogues which contain a dwelling for the synagogue 
attendant (nojan \mi rtvi) and those that do not — 
The Tannaite halacha deals with the contingency 
of a non-Jew supplying the building material for a 
synagogue (Tos. Meg. iii. 224 1 *). This recalls the 
case of the Roman centurion at Capernaum, who 
had built a synagogue for the Jews (Lk 7 5 ). — The 
consecration attaching to the synagogal building 
in virtue of its sacred destination does not cease 
entirely even when the building is no longer used 
for its original purpose. A synagogue may be 
sold only on condition that it is not used for 
dishonourable purposes (Meg. ii. 2). It is even 
considered a profanation of its sacred character to 
enter a synagogue for shelter from the burning 
sun or from frost or rain (Tos. Meg. iii. 224 w ; Bab. 
Meg. 28« ft). Citing the circumstance that even 
the ruined holy places are called sanctuaries 
(Lv 28"), Jehuda b. Uai (2nd cent.) teaches that 
even the ruins of synagogues are not to be used 
for profane purposes (Meg. iii. 3). The Bab. Amora 
Chisda (3rd cent.) prohibits the pulling down of a 
synagogue until another has been built (Meg. 26ft, 
Saba bathra, 3ft). — In Babylonia there appear to 
have been two kinds of synagogue — winter and 
summer synagogues (Baba bathra, 36; see Low, 
Gesam. Schriften, iv. 97). 

iii. Situation of thk Building, Style of 
Architecture, etc. — 1. A Tannaite tradition, 
appealing to Pr l sl , lavs down the rule that the 
synagogue should be built ' on the height of the 
city,' i.e. upon a commanding point (Tos. Meg. iii. 
227 16 ). With reference to tins, a later Mid rash 
( Tanchuma, wpna 4, ed. Buber, iii. 10) declares: 
'In early times the synagogue Mas built on the 
height of the city.' So also Rab in Babylon (3rd 
cent. ) taught : ' A city whose roofs overtop the 
synagogue is given over to destruction ' (i>habb. 
11a). Of course these words can apply only to 
synagogues built within the city, and there can be 
no doubt that this was the case with the syna- 
gogues in Palestine. On the other hand, there is 
evidence that in Babylonia the synagogues were 
frequently outside the city. The Bab. Talmud 
speaks of synagogues which are ' in the neighbour- 
hood of the city,' and presupposes others which 
are at a greater distance from it (Kiddush. 73ft. cf. 
Shabb. 24ft, and also the Comm. of Rashi, s. nioo). 

Allusion Sb mode to such extra-mural synagogues in a Midrach 
am Ec 12 s , where the old man, to whom the walk to the syna- 



gogue is a hard task, is addressed in the words n*3 b* mill toz 
nOJDH ('come let us go to the synagogue,' Tanahuma, ed. 
Buber, me "n, 7> On the other hand, we are not to follow 
L. Low (Ottatn, Schriften, iv. 15) in seeing in the interpretation 
ot the 4 well in the field ' (On 292) as an allegory of the synagogue 
(Qen. rabba, ch. 70) an allusion to the situation of synagogues 
outside the city ; for the expression ' in the field ' is as indifferent 
for the purpose of the allegory as it is in the immediately pre- 
ceding interpretation of the well as an allegory of the Sanhedrin. 
Nor does the passage Petikta, 158a (ed. Buber), refer to syna- j 
gogues in the country (Low, ib. note 2), but the contrast there 
is between prayer in the open country and praver in the syna- 
gogue inside the city (cf. Midrash TehUlim on Pa 3, ed. Buber, 
p.46> 

The fact that the synagogues in Babylonia 
were — partly at least — outside the cities was 
perhaps connected with the circumstance that at 
the beginning of the Sassanide rule the synagogues 
were destroyed by the Persians ( Yoma, 10a), and 
the rebuilding of them within the cities was not 
allowed. 

To another category belong the statements from 
which it has been inferred that it was customary 
to build the synagogues by a running stream or 
by the sea. None of these statement-*, moreover, 
refer to either Palestine or Babylonia. During 
St. Paul's stay at Philippi it is said (Ac 16 u ) : ' And 
on the sabbath day we went forth without the gate, 
by a river side, where we supposed there was a 
place of prayer.' The synagogue of Philippi was 
thus situated by a river outside the city. The 
assumption that it would be found there shows 
that this must have been the case elsewhere also. 
The municipality of Halicarnassus expressly 
granted permission to the Jews to perform their 
devotions, according to their ancestral habit, by 
the seashore (Jos. Ant. xiv. x. 23). But here 
there is no mention of a synagogue, but simply of 
prayer in the open air. We may recall in this 
connexion the religious fasts that were held in I 
Palestine in the open market-place of the town ' 
(Taanith, ii. 1). It is the same allusion to the 
fasts of the Jews that underlies the similar state- 
ments of Tertullian (de Jejunio, 16 ; ad Nationes, 
i. 13 ; see Schurer 3 , ii. 447). In like manner the 
Jews of Alexandria betook themselves, in their 
time of straits, to the seashore, to pray there ' in i 
the purest place ' (ev Kadapwrdry ; Phifo, t» Flaccum, \ 
§ 14). This remark of Philo throws light upon I 
the custom of the Jews living among the heathen ! 
of praying by the seashore, and perhaps also upon , 
the building of the synagogue by a river, which is 
witnessed for Philippi. The motive would be to 
avoid the interior of the city polluted by idolatry, ' 
and to seek the ' purest ' places for prayer, namely, ! 
the banks of rivers and the seashore. The same 
notion finds expression also in the ancient Midrash 
on Ex 12 1 (Mechilta, ad init.) : Moses prays out- 
side the city (Ex 9 s3 ), because it was full of abomi- 
nations and idolatry (see Kohlcr, Momttsschrift, 
xxxvii. 442 ; Blau, Magyar-Zsidd Szemle, x. 494). 
Once more, it may be noted that at Corinth the 
synagogue was inside the city ; for the house of 
Titius Justus, where St. Paul lived, 'joined hard 
to the synagogue' (Ac 18 7 ). 

2. The style of building adopted in the ancient 
synagogues of Palestine is illustrated by the above- 
mentioned ruins in N. Galilee. ' Almost all these 
synagogues lie north and south, so that the entrance 
is at the south. As a rule they appear to have 
had three doors in front — one principal entrance 
and two smaller side doors. In some instances it 
can still be seen that the building was divided by 
two rows of pillars into three aisles. Some had a 
portico in front. In general the style was influ- 
enced by the Gra?co- Roman, although it shows 
very characteristic differences from it. In par- 
ticular it was marked by a wealth of overladen 
ornamentation ' (Schurer'*, ii. 446). This orienta- 
tion of the synagogue from north to south contra- 
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dicta a prescription of the Tannaite h&lacha (Toe. 
Megilla, iv. 227 18 ), according to which the syna- 
gogue entrance, like that of the sanctuary (Nu 3 s "), 
is to be at the east. One is tempted to assume 
that this rule, found only in the Tosephta, has in 
view Babylonia and other lands to the east of 
Palestine ; for in these the orientation from east 
to west corresponds with the direction prescribed 
to the congregation at prayer in the synagogue. 
In the Tosephta there are other traces of Baby- 
lonian redaction. As far as the synagogues of 
Galilee are concerned, their orientation, as the 
ruins show, was the opposite of the direction 
prescribed for prayer. In an early halacbic tradi- 
tion (Siphre on Deut. § 29, 706 ; Bab. Berakh. 30a) 
it is said, upon the ground of 1 K 8*, that during 
prayer the worshipper must face towards Jerumlem 
and the sanctuary : those dwelling in the north 
stand with their face to the south, those in the 
south face the north, those in the west the east, 
those in the east the west. From this it follows 
that the worshippers in the synagogues of N. 
Galilee would turn in prayer towards the entrance. 
The direction towards the sanctuary, i.e. towards 
that part of the synagogue which is turned towards 
the sanctuary, is dealt with in the following rules, 
which are likewise found only in the Tosephta 
(Megilla, iv. 227") :— 

'The elders (c:pi) take their places facing the people, and 
with their back to the sanctuary (enip 'B^3> The book-press 
in the synagogue is so placed that its front is towards the 
people, its back to the sanctuary. When the priests lift up 
their hands to bless, they stand with their face to the people, 
their back to the sanctuary. The synagogue attendanPfAozzan) 
stands with his face turned towards the sanctuary, which is 
also the direction in which all the people face.' 

In the above quotation tmp may be a designation 
of the particular side of the synagogue itself. In 
any case, we may assume that this part of the 
building was not always opposite the entrance. 

In the case of two considerable synagogues, we. 
know that they had the form of a basilica with a 
double row of pillars. The expression BitXt} <rrod 
is used of both of them. One is the famous great 
synagogue of Alexandria mentioned above ; the 
other is that of Tiberias, to which an author of 
the 4th cent, (see Agada der pal. Amor. iii. 672, 
from Midr. Tehillim on Pa 93, end) applies that 
designation. 

According to Philo (in Flaccum, % 7) there were 
exhibited in the irept^oAoi of the synagogue of 
Alexandria dedicated gifts and inscriptions set 
up in honour of the emperors (Schiirer 3 , ii. 446, 
iii. 52). 

3. Of the furnishings of the synagogue the most 
important was the press (na's) in which the sacred 
writings were kept. The complete expression is 
O'ted iv na'n (Tos. Yadayim, ii. 683") ; rarely do 
we find the Aram, term torm ( = Heb. frvf), Jerus. 
Meg. 73a' 81 - 88 . The same 2nd cent, tradition 
which censures the use of noy rra by uneducated 
persons as a term for the synagogue (see "p. 636 b ), 
condemns in the same way the employing of the 
term ion* for the book- press (Shabbath, 32a). It 
appears that in popular speech |mt or Nsm meant 
either a coffin or a press for keeping victuals (see 
Kelim, xii. 3), and hence the word nm established 
itself for the press of the synagogue which served 
a sacred purpose. It appears in Aram, as wnu-n 
(Jerus. Berakh. 9c* 8 - 43 ; Bab. Meg. 266), and is re- 
produced by the Gr. Kifkn&s (Chrys. Orat. adv. 
Jud. vi. 4). 

The press was furnished with a species of canopy 
called rrVa (Jerus. Meg. 73d 81 ; see Levy, ii. 3186), 
which was spread over it before the commencement 
of the Sabbath (Jerus. Shabb. Vic «). In Babylonia 
its name was kdtd (Meg. 266). As long as the 
congregation remained in the synagogue the press 



was not to be denuded of this adornment (Bab. 
Sota, 396, na'n.T dtb.iV). 

The press appears to have been placed in a shut- 
off part of the synagogue, with a curtain in front 
of it which, like the curtain in the sanctuary, bore 
the name nans (Aram. wons). Behind this curtain 
took place the rolling up of the Torah after the 
reading of the Scripture lesson (Jerus. Sota, 22a 13 ; 
Jerus. Meg. 756 00 ; Soph. xi. 3). 

The cloths in which the copies of the sacred 
writings kept in the press were wrapped were 
called rfrtBOD, or, in full, ted Vp 'd or d'tso "?p 'd, also 
d'tbd 'd (see Kelim, ix. 3, xxiv. 14 ; Negaim, xi. 6 ; 
Tos. Kilayim, v. 80"; Tos. Yadayim, ii. 683"). 
Such cloths were used elsewhere also to wrap up 
the books of Scripture : thus in Sanhed. 100a we 
read of the cloths in which, in the house of the 
Bab. Amora Jehuda (3rd cent.), the books were 
wrapped (irw 3T *3T tbo 'd). By nan 'd (Tos. 
Kilayim, v. 80 18 ) appear to be meant the cloths 
used to wrap up the books that lay in the synagogue 
ureas. From a controversy between the schools of 
Hillel and Shammai (Kelim, xxviii. 4) we learn 
that these cloths used to be adorned with em- 
broideries (ni"nso). Little bells were also attached 
to them (d'tbd 'Di d'jt, Tos. Kelim, i. I, 579 21 ; Bab. 
Shabb. 586). 

In the graduated scale of consecration attaching 
to the synagogue and its furnishings, the press is 
holier than the building, the cloths for the Scrip- 
tures are holier than the press (Meg. iii. 1). In 
the h&lacha in question there is no mention of the 
chest (6-fiKv) ; hence it is probable that the tbd.t p*n 
of Shafib. xvi. 1 and the Dnron p'n of Tos. Yadayim, 
ii. 683", do' not refer to the chest in which the 
synagogue Scriptures were kept. 

Amongst the fittings of the synagogue was the 
tribune (no*a, i.e. Pv/jm). There was a tribune of 
wood (yy Vr -td'3, cf. yv of Neh 8 3 ; see art. 
Pulpit) also in the temple at Jerusalem, upon 
which king Agrippa I. stood — instead of sitting — 
and read the Torah at the Feast of Booths (Sota, 
vii. 7 ; Tos. Sota, vii. 307*). There was a similar 
structure in the centre of the great synagogue of 
Alexandria, from which the signal to utter the 
Amen was given to the congregation (Tos. Sukka, 
iv. 198 13 ). In small synagogues the tribune appears 
to have been in close proximity to the press ; 
hence the pronouncement of the Bab. Amora 
Samuel (3ra cent.), preserved in the Pal. Talmud 
(Meg. 73d*»), that the tribune and the tablets 
(i'mi^i .td'3) possess the degree of sacredness of the 
building but not of the press. The Bab. Talmud 
(Meg. 32a) speaks in like manner of the tablets 
and the tribunes (mo'sm mm^n). In the Midrash 
(Pesikta, ed. Buber, 84a) there is a story of how 
some one had ['Vcbdi roxD'3 mx^D made of a cedar 
tree (where nu^ao is the same as mm 1 ?). But there 
is nowhere sufficient evidence what is to be under- 
stood by these 'tablets' which belonged to the 
furnishings of a synagogue. They may have been 
tablets inscribed with Bible texts (cf. Is 30"), such 
as were used in connexion with elementary Scrip- 
ture lessons (see Jelamdenu, cited in Friedmann's 
introduction to his edition of the Mechilta, p. 
xxxiv). 

The above-mentioned J'Sdbo (i.e. subsellia), 
seats for the congregation, are named in Jerus. 
Meg. 73d 81 as among the furnishings of a syna- 
gogue ; they have the same degree of sacredness 
as the building. Along with the seats are named 
also .n-o 1 ?? ; but this word should be emended tc 
.tttdp, which stands for the usual mvnp (or .Tvrnp), 

i. e. cathedra (cf. Jerus. S/iabb. 6a 8 mrnp.-n Sd;o.t). 
Chairs were, no doubt, provided for the elders and 
scribes, who sat in a prominent place (see above, 

ii. § 5, and cf. the wpuroKadeSpla of Alt 23*, Mk l^, 
Lk ir°). So also in the great synagogue of Alex 
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andria there were 71 chairs of gold (nnm D'jrar 
am "?p nutTinp) for the members of the great council 
there (Tos. Svkka,l.e.). On the 'chair of Moses,' 
which the Chinese Jews had in their synagogue 
instead of the bimd (Almemor), see RE J xxxv. 110, 
and on the Mwvius naOtipa spoken of by Jesus in 
Mt 23 s see ib. xxxiv. 300. 

At the reading of the Scriptures a reading desk 
(tbo p"?«, or, shortly, p 1 ?:* [avaXoyeiov]) was 
used {Kelim, xvi. 17), which, as a piece of the 
synagogue furniture, had the same degree of 
sacred n ess as the building itself (Jerus. Meg. 
73d"). 

We hear also of candelabra and lamps (nj, .two) 
l>eing provided for the synagogue (Tos. Meg. iii. 
224"). The Pal. Talmud tells of a candelabrum 
which Antonine, to the great joy of the patriarch 
Jehuda, presented to a synagogue (Meg. 74a'-*); 
the Bab. Talmud (Arakhm, 166) relates how an 
Arab, named p-ny, presented a lamp to the syna- 
gogue of Jehuda, the head of the school of Pum- 
beditha (3rd cent.). The Mishna (Terumoth, 
xi. 10) speaks of the oil which was burned in the 
synagogue, and also of the custom of keeping 
lamps burning in the synagogues on the Day of 
Atonement (Fesachim, iv. 4). 

/iv. Synagogue Worship, Officials, etc.— 
For the holding of public worship in the synagogue 
the presence of at least ten adult male persons 
is required. These constitute the minimum of a 
congregation (.-ny = npjs). (See Sanhed. ii. 3, Meg. 
iv. 3). It once happened that Eliezer b. Hyrcanus 
(1st cent.), accompanied by his slave, came into 
the synagogue, and, finding that the requisite ten 
were not present, he gave the slave his freedom in 
order to make up the proper number (Pesach. Alb ; 
Gittin, 386). With this story may be compared 
the testimony of the inscription of Pantikapteum, 
according to which a manumitted slave was bound 
to attend the synagogue regularly (Schurer 8 , iii. 
63). That was considered a great city in which 
there were at least ten synagogue memters un- 
encumbered by business (D'j'jaa), and who thus 
made it possible to hold a daily service (Meg. i. 3 ; 
Baba Jemima, 82a ; Sanhed. 176 ; Jerus. Meg. 
706 M ), whereas the great mass of the congregation 
could attend only on the Sabbath and on the 
festival days. At a later period the ' ten men of 
leisure ' became a kind of institution in the con- 
gregation. 

Women were not counted as members of the 
synagogue congregation. Yet even a woman 
could take part in the reading of the Sabbath 
lesson as one of the 6even persons required on such 
an occasion ; but it was considered objectionable, 
on grounds of decency (nasn -naa 'jbo), for a woman 
to read in public from the Torah (Tos. Meg. iv. 
228*; Bab. Meg. 23a). Women were zealous 
attend ere of the synagogue. A Tannaite halacha 
(Ab'xla zara, 38a 6) names as the two places for 
which a woman is wont to leave her house, the 
batlis and the synagogue (cf. also Yoma, 156). 

Characteristic is the anecdote of the woman who had become 
very old and longed to leave this world When she went to 
Jose b. Chalaphta(2nd cent) with her complaint, he asked her : 
•What duty art thou accustomed daily to perform?' She 
replied : ' It is my custom to neglect even what is dearest to 
me, in order that I may visit the synagogue daily.' Then he 
advised her to leave off for three successive days attending the 
synagogue. She followed his counsel and died on the third day 
(Jalkut Shimeoni, L 871, from Jelamdenu). 

In the Diaspora, women played an important rdle 
in synagogue life. St. Paul found in the syna- 
gogue ot Philippi (see above) a gathering of women 
vAc 16 13 ). On the inscriptions of S. Italy mater 
§>fnagogat appears side by side with pater syna- 
aogce as a title of honour (Schurer*, iii. 60). From 
Babylonia we have the information (Kiddnshin, 
81a) that two school heads of the 4th cent., Abaji 



and Raba, arranged that men and women should 
sit apart from each other in the synagogue. The 
members of the synagogue congregation were 
called noirn »ja (see above) ; at their head was the 
'an rtn ('head of the synagogue,' Gr. &px urv *'*~ 
ywyot or [Lk 8 41 ] &i>X mY T n* iruvaymyrjx). The 
synagogue of the Jerus. temple had in like manner 
its head. The ' ruler of the synagogue ' had thei 
responsibility of maintaining order in the syna-j 
gogue (see Lk 13") ; it was his part to decide who 
was to conduct the public worship (Ac 13 18 ). If he 
himself wished to take part in the reading of the 
Scriptures, he had to be invited by others to do so, 
because he could not of himself assume an honour* 
able function (Tos. Meg. iv. 227 lu ). The 'ruler' 
was not a scribe, but he stood in rank immediately 
after the scribes (Fesachim, 496, top; Gittin, 60a, 
top). At mourning feasts it was customary, follow- 
ing a rule dating Irom the 2nd cent. (Jerus. Berakh. 
6a 88 ; Semachoth, ch. 14, end), to drink a cup, with 
a blessing, to the health of the ruler of the syna- 
gogue. A more extended sense was assumed by 
the title ' ruler of the synagogue ' in the Diasjwra, 
as is evident from the Gr. and Lat. inscriptions, in 
which it frequently implies no function, but is 
simply an honorary title, bestowed even upon women 
and children (Schurer 8 , ii. 438 f., iii. 49 1.). 

The service of attendant in the synagogue as well 
as charge of the building and its furnishings was 
assigned to the synagogue official called njj|3 IJO 
(shortly jjd). 

The word Jjn was derived not only by Nathan b. Yechiel 
(Arueh, «.».) but, before him, by DOnash b. Labrit (10th cent.) 
from the verb mn (Kritik gegen Saadja, ed. Schrbter, No. 170). 
But this derivation is unsatisfactory from the point of view both 
of grammar and sense. It is better to assume that the root }>n 
has the same meaning as the identically sounding Arab, root 

^yi- (see Perles, MonaUsekriJt, 1870, p. 621). This root is 
indeed unexampled elsewhere in Hebrew, but it is readily 
conceivable that alongside of J0n there existed also a root Jin with 
the same meaning (cf. tty side by side by C^PX From the verb 

pn = ' keep charge ' was formed the subst. j jn which was used to 
designate the man who had charge of the synagogue and its 
furnishings, and who had also to give attendance at the con- 
ducting of public worship. 

Even the synagogue of the temple at Jerusalem 
had its hazzdn (see Yoma, vii. 1 ; Sota, vii. 7, 8). 
The temple, however, had other attendants also 
called hazzdntm ; see Sukka, iv. 4, where the sub- 
ject is the keeping of the palm branches at the Feast 
of Booths, and Tamid, v. 3, where the keeping of 
the priests' garments is spoken of. The synagogue 
attendant is called in Greek vrniptrrp (Lk 4*); 
Epiphanius (c. Hver. xxx. 11) knows also a Grw- 
cising of the Heb. word : 'Afaptr&r rwr rap at/rots 5ia- 
«r6vbM> ipinpevoftiwur 4) urijperQp. — From the period 
while the temple at Jerusalem yet stood it is re- 
lated that, along with the pilgrims who brought 
the firstlings to the sanctuary, the synagogue 
attendants (no»n n*a 'am, var. lee. 'an n*a ^>ai rsm) 
also went up (Tos. Bikkurim, ii. 101»). — The 
advent of the Sabbath and of festival days was 
announced by the hazzdn from the roof of the 
synagogue, with a thrice-repeated trumpet blast 
which was the signal for the suspension of work 
(Tos. Hukka, iv. 199* ; cf. ChuUtn, i. 7; Jerus. 
6'Aa66. 16a 13 ; Bab. Shabb. 36). In the legend of 
the schoolmaster Nakkai (a contemporary of the 
Hadrianic persecutions) the latter is called both 
kpsp (attendant) and xtso. Every Friday he 
arranges the lamps of the synagogue at Migdal- 
Zabbaaya (Jerus. Maaser sheni, 66a Echa 
rabbathi on Ec 3 7 ). 

During public worship it is the hazzdn that calls 
to the performance of any function (Jerus. Berakh, 
9c n ). He hands the copy of the Scriptures to the 
reader, and receives it back from the hands of the 
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man who has read the final lesson (Soph. xiv. 3). 
Cf. Lk 4 W , where Jesus, having read the passage 
from the Prophets, returns the book to the attend- 
ant. The hazzan rolls up the Torah roll after the 
reading (Jerus. Meg. 756 w ), and, after holding it 
up to view (Jerus. Sota, 2ld, top), deposits it in 
the press. He calls upon the priests at the proper 
moment to pronounce the benediction (Siplire on 
Nu 6 s *, § 34, end ; cf. Jerus. Gi((in, 47b 61 , Bab. Sota, 
38a). On the occasion of religious fasts he indicates 
when the priests have to blow the trumpets (Bab. 
Taanith, 166). In the great synagogue of Alex- 
andria he waved a handkerchief as a signal to the 
congregation for the Amen (Tos. Sukka, iv. 198°). 
When the hazzan himself read the Scripture lesson, 
another had to wait upon him (iV jjnp into [this 
denom. verb does not occur elsewhere], Tos. Meg. 
iv. 227 10 ). The hazzan belonged to the scribal body, 
of which he constituted, as it were, the lowest 
grade. In an Aram, saying of Eliezer b. Hyrcanus 
(1st cent.) the scale is stated thus : irD'sn (scribes), 
*rn» (schoolmasters), it;#n. At mourning feasts a 
cup was drunk in his honour (Jerus. Berakh. 6a **), 
as in the ease of the ruler of the synagogue (see 
above). Even in early times it must have been 
customary, especially in smaller congregations, for 
the hazzan to read the Scripture lesson. An instance 
of this from the beginning of the 2nd cent, occurs 
in Bab. Meg. 256. He acted also as leader in prayer. 
For an example from 3rd cent, see Jerus. Berakh. 
I2d 46 . — The patriarch Jehuda I. was requested by 
the inhabitants of an inconsiderable place to recom- 
mend to them one of his pupils to discharge the 
duties of preacher, judge, hazzan, and schoolmaster. 
His recommendation fell upon the afterwards so 
well-known Levi b. Sisi (Jerus. Yebam. 13a"; Gen. 
rabba, ch. 81, ad init.). In the 3rd cent, the 
Jewish inhabitants of Bostra (kixo) beg of Simeon 
b. LakiBh to recommend to them some one capable 
of exercising all the functions necessary, as preacher, 
judge, schoolmaster, and hazzan (Jerus. Shebiith, 
36d*). In the Midrash #6/ieleth rabba (on Ec 7 8 
and 9") the hazzan already appears as leader of the 
prayer, in virtue of his office ; i.e. the word hazz&n 
has the character which it gained in the period of 
the Goons, and which it has retained down to the 

5 resent day (see also Soph. x. end, xi. ad init. ; 
'irke E. Eliezer, xiii. end). 

Seeing that, as a rule, the instruction of children 
was also carried on in the synagogue, the hazzan 
acted, further, as assistant to the schoolmaster, or 
was himself schoolmaster, in addition to his other 
duties {Shabb. i. 3 : Cimp mpuvfai ja'n nun jtnn). He 
discharged the functions also of an officer of the 
law court, carrying out, for instance, a sentence of 
scourging (see Makkoth, iii. 12 ; Tos. Makkoth, v. 
4 44».<i. cf# also Tos. Sanhed. ix. 428* [ = Jerus. 
Sanhed. 23a a : nvwa 'Jin]). It, appears, however, 
that officers of the law court bore tlie title hazzan, 
even when they were not at the same time syna- 
gogue attendants (see Jerus. Kiddushin, 65c 
Sophed. 19c** and 23d 18 ; Bab. Shabb. 56a, 139a, 
Makkoth, 23a).— It is only in the Bab. Talmud 
(Kethuboth, 86) that we meet with the title 'Jin 
vyn [the parallel passage of the Jerus. Talmud 
(Pesach. 6a) lias noian pn], Aram. *no 'jin (Baba 
mezia, 936). Cf. Arakhin, 66 : Kn*naDin ';in. 

The leader in prayer who as the representative 
of the congregation recited aloud the prayers in 
the synagogue, was called to* v*rf t ' delegate of the 
whole' (us* is the name of the collective body 
assembled in the synagogue, in opposition to the 
individual, tit). This leading in prayer was a 
voluntary function discharged by members of the 
congregation who were qualified for it and invited 
to undertake it. According to a Tannaite tradi- 
tion, the formula addressed to the person select etl 
was not 1 Come and pray,' but ' Come and oner ' (ma 
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anpi, Jerus. Berakh. 86 M ). The uttering of prayer 
was considered the equivalent of the offering of 
sacrifice ; hence the leader was called xahj} (see 
Jerus. Berakh. 3c, bottom ; Leviticus rabbi, chs. 
19. 20).— The leader in prayer stepped in front of 
the synagogue press ; hence the function was 
known also as na*nn 'itb -tap (see Berakh. v. 3, 4 ; 
Meg. iv. 3), Aram, unia'n 'Dip nay (Jerus. Berakh. 
9c **). The prayer is preceded by the reciting of 
the Shema and the Blessings connected with it ; 
this function was called yoc ?]j did [era means pro- 
perly to break off a piece of bread and ask a bless- 
ing over it ; in the expression before us it is used 
in the sense of to pronounce the Blessings attached 
to the Shema']. 

A principal part of the public worship of the 
synagogue is the reading from the Pentateuch and 
the Prophets. This office is discharged by members 
of the congregation, among a fixed number of whom 
the particular passage of the Pentateuch is portioned 
out. On the_ Sabbath the number of readers is 
seven, on festival days five, on the Day of Atone- 
ment six, at the New Moon and on the half-festival 
days of Passover and Feast of Booths four, on week 
days and on the afternoon of the Sabbath three 
(Meg. iv. 1, 2). After the reading of the Penta- 
teuch lesson, a passage is read from the Prophets 
by one who may at the same time act as leader in 
prayer (i6. 5). When there is only one of the 
members of the synagogue who can read from the 
Scriptures, he reads the whole section (Tos. Meg. 
iv. 226'). 

The reading of the Scriptures was coupled with 
the translating of the Heb. text (in Palestine and 
Babylonia into Aramaic). The man who publicly 
gave the translation (Targnm) in the synagogue 
was called JCf!*, also J?f]ta or Pfrtm? (see, on the 
correct pronunciation, Bacher, Die alteste Termin- 
ologie der jud. Schriftauslegung, p. 206). The 
larger synagogues would have a Targumist or 
Mith6rgimdn of their own. There was one of this 
class at Jamnia in the time of Gamaliel I. (1st 
cent.), namely Rabbi Chu?pith, who was surnamed 
pi-nnn (Berakh. 276). In the 3rd cent, there was a 
Rabbi Hoshaya in Palestine with the (Aram.) sur- 
name x;cf]ta (Gen. rabba, ch. 51, ad Jin.). But as a 
rule it was the schoolmasters, those who from their 
calling were familiar with the Bible and had a tra- 
ditional acquaintance with the Targnm, that gave 
the translation. From the beginning of the 4th cent , 
comes a story of how Samuel b. Ji?bak once came 
into a synagogue and saw that the schoolmaster 
read the translation from a written Targum (Jerus. 
Meg. 14d u 11 p *a\rv\ dsto tbd in non imena^ Skjj 
ns'o). But any one who was capable, even a 
minor, was entitled to give the Targum in the 
synagogue (Meg. iv. 6 ; Tos. Meg. iv. 2Zi M ). 

The reading of the Scriptures was followed, when 
a competent person was present, by an exposition 
of the lesson, or, in other words, by a sermon. It 
was customary to invite any stranger scribe who 
happened to be there, to deliver this address. 

It is told of a Palestinian Amora of the 4th cent, how he once 
came to ft strange place and followed up the lesson by a sermon 
(Lev. rabba, 8). Nahum b. Simai, a Pal. teacher of the 8rd cent, 
preached in Tarsus (PetiktarabbatM, ch. 16, 786). In Midrash 
Tanchuma (Teruma, 1, ed. Buber, ii. p. 89) an anecdote is told of a 
scribe who, travelling by sea in company with some merchants, 
was derided by them when he boasted of the wares which he bad 
by him, and which they sought in vain. When they landed, the 
merchants had their goods taken from them by the custom-house 
officials, while the scribe went into the synagogue, preached there, 
and was loaded with honours and gifts. In like manner Jesus 
travelled about in Galilee, teaching in the synagogues (Wnw 
ii rmt «vHC7*n«7(); see Mt 4*1, Lk 4» ; and cf. Mk V* «*, Lk 68 
1810, Jn «» 18». 

The synagogue, as has been already said, was 
called also traB^artlov. because its principal purpose 
was to serve as the meeting- place of the congrega- 
tion for public worship on Sabbaths (and festival 
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days). From the period when the temple and its 
sacrificial ful tus still existed at Jerusalem, the 
tradition is preserved that the body of men (ipvp) 
belonging: to' the division of priests in charge of 
the temple service for the week, assembled daily in 
the synagogue of their dwelling-place and read the 
Creation story of Gn 1 ( Taanith, iv. 2 ; Tos. Taanith, 
iv. 219 18 ; Bab. Taanith, 276). The second and fifth 
days of the week also saw from early times the 
congregation assembled in the synagogue, because 
on these days there was reading from the Tor ah 
(Tos. Taan\th, ii. 217"). But the practice of daily 
service could prevail only in larger towns where 
there were at least ten members unencumbered by 
business and thus able to give daily attendance at 
the synagogue (see p. 640*). Nevertheless, it was 
enjoined by the scribes that every one should, as 
far as was in bis power, discharge his duty of 
prayer by taking part in the common prayer of the 
synagogue. 

An early Tannaite, Ellezer b. Jakob (1st cent.), introduces his 
pronouncement on prayer with the exhortation to pray in the 
synagogue (Petikta, ed. Buber, 168a). A Tannaite of unknown 
date, Abba Benjamin, dqrivee from 1K8* the thesis that it is 
only prayer offered in the synagogue that is heard (Berakkoth, 
66). Joshua b Levi (3rd cent) gives this instruction to his 
Bona : ' Going into the synagogue morning and evening prolongs 
life ' ^Berakhoth, 8a). Jizbak, a great Agadist of the 3rd cent., 
says in a paraphrase to Is 60 in - 11 : 'If there is a man who is wont 
to go into the synagogue and on some particular day comes not, 
Qod inquires after bun, saying, Where is the God-fearing one 
who is wont to be among you T He ought to have trusted in the 
name of the Eternal and left himself in the hands of his God, 
and not have absented himself from the house of God for the 
sake of gain or any worldly end ' (Berakh. Ob). Another great 
Agadist of the 3rd cent., Levi, applying Jer 12V, says : ' The man 
in whose place of abode there is a synagogue and who does not 
frequent It is called an "evil neighbour" of God' (Berakh, 8a> 
Another Pal. teacher of the 3rd cent, adopting an artificial ex- 
planation of Job 36 s , says : 1 God does not leave unheard the 
prayer that is offered in company with the assembled congrega- 
tion ' (Berakh. 8a). A Pal. Agadist of the 4th cent, Jchuda b. 
Simon, makes Israel sing (Midrash, TehiUim on Ps 6) : ' Behold, 
O God, to how much persecution and oppression I am subjected 
by Edom (i.e. Rome), to keep me from owning thee as my God 
and king. But we go daily into our synagogues and own thee 
in our confession of faith (the Shema') as God and king." The 
same Agadist applies to Pr *" the oft-recurring idea that God's 
glory is present with the congregation assembled in the syna- 
gogue : 'Who ever came into the synagogue without finding my 
glory there' (Deut rabba, 7)? 

The above and similar sayings (cf. e.g. also 
Derech Erez zuta, 9, ad init.) show not only the 
importance attached to the prayer of the congre- 
gation in the synagogue, but also the constant 
need there was of warning the members against 
negligence in their attendance. In the 3rd cent, 
it was told in Palestine to the credit of the Baby- 
lonian Jews that they visited the synagogue every 
morning and evening (Beralih. 8n). 

v. The Synagogue as an Elementary 
School. — The synagogue was not only the place 
of public worship ; it embraced also the school in 
which the first instruction in the Holy Scriptures 
as the principal or the sole subject of education 
was given. As the beth hammxdrash served for 
the studies of more advanced youths and adults, 
the synagogue was the place in which — perhaps in 
a special room— the children were taught. 

In a homiletical exposition of La I s Abba b Kahuna (3rd 
cent) adds to the words of Jer 9« [Heb w J ' to cut off the 
children from the street, the youths from the squares' the 
gloss 'but not from the synagogues and the schools' (Eeha 
rabbathi, ad loe.). Joshua b Levi himself conducted his 
grandson to the synagogue, ie. to school (Kiddush, 30a). 
Chija b Abba (3rd cent), as he passed a synagogue of Sep- 
phoris, heard children being taught to repeat Gn 20>, and made 
this the subject of a remark (Gen. rabba, 62). In an anecdote 
of the 4th cent we are told now a teacher in the synagogue 
punished a child excessively and was cursed for this by a 
woman who happened to be passing by (Jerus, Hoed katon, 
Sid**). Rab, the Bab Amora, said that women gain special 
merit by conducting their children to the synagogue, is. to 
school (Berakh. 17a). 8ee also the saying of the PaL Amora 
Simon (end of the 4th cent) reported in Jerus. Challa, 676 1". 
That in Babylonia the synagogue was the place of elementary 
education is evident from M eg. 286 ; Yebamoth, 216, top ; Baba 
balhra, 31a. — According to the above - mentioned tradition 



(ii. | 2, ad init.) regarding the synagogues of Jerusalem, ear* 
of these was provided with a school for children and one for 
more advanced students. In a hyperbolical statement about 
Bethar, the capital of Judaa in the time of Bar Cochba, it is said 
(Gitfrn, 68a) : 'There were 400 synagogues in Bethar, and in each 
of these there were 400 teachers (rrpnrn TdVdX each with 400 
children under his instruction.' 

vi. Other Uses of the Synagogue. —The 
synagogue was also the scene of legal decisions. 
Of Abahu, the head of the school of Ca.-sarea 
(beginning of 4th cent.), it is expressly recorded 
that he lectured (Jerus. Berakh. 6a, bottom) in the 
ancient synagogue there (see above, ii. § 2), and 
also decided questions of law in it (Jerus. Sanhed. 
18a, bottom). In the same synagogue Jochanan, 
the famous teacher of Abahu, also acted at one 
time as judge (Bab. Yebamoth. 65a). From the 
NT we learn that the punishment of scourging 
was inflicted in the synagogues (Mt 10" 28", Mk 
13 9 , Ac 26"; cf. Lk 12" 21", Ac 22", 2 Co ll*). 
It has already been mentioned (above, § iv. ) tha. 
the lyazzan carried out this sentence and acted in 
other ways as an officer of the law court. There 
is mention in Lev. rabba, 6, ad init., of an oath in 
a civil process being taken in the synagogue. 

The mourning for a man who was lamented by 
the whole community was held in the synagogue 
(Tos. Meg. iii. 225* ; Bab. Meg. 286 ; cf. the story 
of the funeral of Jehuda I. in JfCoh. rabba on Ec 
9'°). A Bab. Amora of the 5th cent, held the 
mourning for his daughter-in-law in the syna- 
gogue (Meg. 286). 

At the time of the war against Rome, gatherings 
of a political character were held in the great 
synagogue of Tiberias on the Sabbath and the fol- 
lowing day (Jos. Vita, 54). R. Jochanan (3rd 
cent.) gave express permission to deliberate about 
public affairs in the synagogues and schools on 
the Sabbatli (Kethuboth, 5a). After the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem it was customary— so a Tannaite 
tradition tells us— to give out in the synagogues 
and schools a list of articles lost (Baba mezia, 
286). Thefts were also intimated in the syna- 
gogue with a view to the detection of the per- 
petrator (Lev. rabba, 6, ad init.). For other 
announcements made in the synagogue, see Yeba- 
moth, 636. An Agadist of the 4th cent, once fol- 
lowed up an address in the synagogue by calling 
upon the congregation to contribute alms for a 
stranger (Lev. rab. 32, ad fin.). 

In a Tannaite rule, amongst the prescriptions 
concerning what is due to the dignity of the 
synagogue, there is one forbidding^ eating and 
drinking in it (Meg. 28a, bottom). Nevertheless, 
common meals were held even in the synagogue 
(see on this point K. Kohler, Monatsschri/t, xxxvii. 
p. 494, who suggests a connexion between this 
custom and the meals of the Essenes). An 
anecdote from the 3rd cent, mentions a meal as 
held on the Sabbath evening in the synagogue of 
the Pal. Kephar-Chittaja (Gen. rab. 65) ; while a 
testimony from the 4th cent, refers to a great 
meal in the school (Jerus. Berakh. 11c, bottom).— 
Joshua b. Levi (3rd cent. ) laid down the principle 
that the synagogues and schools belong to the 
scribes and their pupils (Jerus. Meg. 74a **, cf. 
Bab. Meg. 286). His younger contemporary, 
Ammi, ordained that the schoolmasters (who at 
the same time tilled the post of synagogue keeper) 
should provide quarters in the synagogue building 
for travellers who had the slightest acquaintance 
with the Torah (Jerus. Meg. 74a 66 ). Chija and 
Assi, the colleagues of Ammi, used to insist on 
quartering themselves in the synagogue (ib.). 
Measha and Samuel b. Ji?hak, Pal. A moras of 
the beginning of the 4th cent., speak of eating in 
the synagogue (Jerus. Berakh. en. ii. end [5a 
Shabboth, 3a*). In Babylonia also travellers were 
accommodated in the synagogue and there took 
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their Sabbath meal ; upon which is founded the 
rule that the blessing over the wine, which else- 
where is the introduction to the meal, is to be 
spoken also in the synagogue (Pesachim, 101a). 

In a great many passages of the Jewish tradition- 
literature (Talmud and Midrash) the synagogues 
are named along with the schools. They ap- 
pear as the two institutions which are specially 
characteristic of Israel, and whose extreme im- 
portance for Judaism finds expression in mani- 
fold ways. In order to see what the synagogue 
was in the life and thought of Israel during the 
first centuries of the Christian era, one must 
make acquaintance also with those sayings of the 
Tannaitea and Amoras, in which synagogue and 
school are glorified as inseparable institutions. In 
these it must be observed that the synagogue 
means not only the place of public worship, but 
that of instruction for the young. As a rule, in 
these sayings the synagogue precedes the school 
(memo nai m*wa "na), a circumstance which indi- 
cates the higher repute in which the synagogue 
stood. But the opposite view had also its repre- 
sentatives : from the 3rd cent, there has come 
down the saying of a Pal. scribe (Mep. 27a), and 
from the 4th cent that of a Bab. scribe (ib. 266), 
according to which the school has a higher rank 
than the synagogue. The following are some of 
these sayings about synagogue and school : — 

An Agadist of the 4th cent attributes to the philosopher 
(Enouiaus of Qadara, known through his intercourse with the 
famous R. Meir, the saying that, so long as the ' voice of Jacob' 
(On 27*0 sounds in synagogue and school, the ' hands of Esau ' 
(».«. Rome) are powerless against Israel (Gen. rob. 65 ; Petikta, 
121a). — Abahu said : ' 8eek the Eternal where he is to be found 
(Is 55*> Where is be to be found? In the synagogue and the 
school' (Jerus. Brrakh. 8d, bottom).— Levi said: 'While the 
descendants of Abraham sit in the synagogue and the school, 
God's glory stands over them * [in allusion to Ps 82 1 ] (Gen. rob. 
48; Petikta, 436).— By 'your sanctuaries' (Lv 2tf") are to be 
understood synagogue and school (Siphrd, ad lot. 112a). — 
Jizhak declared that by 'our dwellings' (Jer 9'»)are meant 
synagogue and school (Eeha rabba, Procem., No. SX— Samuel 
b. Ju}hok interpreted the ' sanctuary OSCf ' (Ezk 11W) of the 
synagogues and schools of Babylonia (Meg. 29a).— The ' holy 
place ' (Ec 8 10 ) means synagogue and school (Koh. rob. ad loe. ; 
Tanchuma, ed. Buber, Jithro, ad init.).—' My heart is awake' 
(Ca 5?) in the synagogue and the school (Shir rob. ad toe).— In 
the allegorical interpretation of the Song of Songs many other 
passages are also applied to the synagogue and the school 
(Shir rob. pattim; Bab. Erub. 216; Petaoh. Via).— Jose b. 
Chanina (3rd cent.) discovers in the 'gardens' of Ca tf 8 the 
synagogue and the school (Shir rob. ad toe.).— Attending syna- 
gogue and school is contrasted with attending theatre and 
circus (Jerus. Berakh. 7d37 (prayer of Nechunja b. Hakkana 
in 1st oent) ; Gen. rob. 67 [Levi) ; Koh. rob. on Ec 1*>— When 
David prays (Ps 61 4 ), ' May 1 dwell for ever in thy tent,' he 
means, ' May It be vouchsafed to me that my words may be re- 
peated under my name in the school and the synagogue (Jerus. 
Berakh. ib).— The 'refuge from generation to generation' of 
Ps 90' is interpreted by Baba (4th cent) of synagogues and 
schools. As a matter of fact, even in later centuries, these 
were the refuge of Israel scattered through all lands. 

viL Latest History ofThe Synagogue. — in 
the present article regard has been had only to 
the synagogue of antiquity, i.e. of the last years 
of the Second Temple and the first live centuries 
of the Christian era. But the synagogue survived 
also in the following periods, through the Middle 
Ages down to the present day, as the most notable 
institution of Judaism, the focus of the religious 
life of the Jewish community. A history or the 
synagogue in the Middle Ages and in modern 
times would be an integral part of the history of 
Judaism, from the point of view alike of its out- 
ward fortunes and its inner development. The 
manifold character which Jewish history displays 
in virtue of its having the whole of the inhabited 
globe for its stage of action and in virtue of the 
influences exercised upon it by different forms of 
civilization, is exhibited also in the character of 
this Jewish institution, which is ancient indeed, 
but is ever renewing its youth. It mny suffice to 
point out that in the most recent times, during 
something like the last 80 years, the synagogue 



was the central point and also the principal object 
of Jewish attempts at reform, and that the im- 
portance of the institution has been marked even 
externally by the synagogue buildings which have 
been everywhere reared, on both sides of the 
Atlantic — a testimony to the spontaneous effort 
of the builders and sometimes their almost exces- 
sive love of splendour. 

Literature. —As far as concerns articles on the 8ynagogue in 
the various Encyclopedias, or the treatment of the subject in 
the works on the History of the Jews, on Biblical Archseology, 
and the History of NT Times, a general reference may suffice. 
Schiirer devotes a long section (GJ V* ii. 427-464) to the Syna- 
gogue. Of the literature cited by him the following deserve 
special notice : Vitringa, De tynagoga vetere, libri tres (1696) ; 
Leopold Low, ' Der synagogale Ritus' (Monalstclirift, 1884, 
Gesam, Schrx/ten, iv. 1-7L In the 6th voL of the Ge»am. 
Schr\/len, pp. 21-33, are ' Plan und Collectaneen ' to a detailed 
account of 'synagogalen Alterthiimer,' supplemented by the 
editor, Immanuel Low). We may mention also: K. Kohler, 
'Uber die Ursprunge und Orundformen der synagogalen 
Liturgie ' (Monatttehrijt, xxxvii. [1893] 441-451, 489-497) ; 8. H. 
Goldfahn, 'Die 8ynagbgen der Talmudzeit' (JOd. Litteratur- 
Matt von Rahmer, xui ) ; J. Reifmann, ' Uber Synagogen und 
Lehrhauser zur talmudischer Zeit' (in N. Keller's Heb. peri- 
odical Bikkurim, il Theil, 1868). —On the place of the synagogue 
in the Middle Ages, see L Abrahams, Jewith Life in the 
Middle Ages, 1896, pp. 1-34. ■ W. BACHER. 

SYNAGOGUE, THE GREAT An alleged col- 
lege or senate, whose founder and first president is 
said to have been Ezra, and which, according to 
tradition, exercised control over the Jewish com- 
munity, especially in religious matters, from about 
450-200 B.C. Its membership is generally given as 
120 (e.g. Jerus. Berakhoth ii. 4), but sometimes as 
85 (e.g. Jerus. Meg. i. 7). . Th*-^mportant part 
attributed by some to this institution in connexion 
with the forming of the Canon OF the OT (see 
below) demands that we should examine, as briefly 
as ^possible, the evidence for its existence and 
activity. 

There is no mention of the Great Syn. in Philo, 
Josephus, or the Apocrypha, not to speak of the 
OT itself. Nothing can be built on 1 Mac 14*, 
where ntyiXrj crwctywyi} is not a technical term, 
but means simply ' a great gathering.' Only once 
in the Mishna (Pirke Aboth, i. 1) are the Men of 
the Great Synagogue (n^iffi njj? "p;*) mentioned : 
' Moses delivered^ the Torah to Jo*hua, Joshua to 
the Elders, the Elders to the Prophets, and the 
Prophets to the Men of the Great Synagogue. 
These spake three words : Be cautious in pro- 
nouncing judgment, Make many disciples, Build 
up a hedge around the Torah.' Simon the Just is 
said (ib. 2) to have been 'of tho remnants of the 
Great Synagogue ('in a tpd).' This last statement 
does not imply that the Great Syn. had existed 
for centuries, for, although the Simon who was 
surnamed 'the Just' was probably high priest 
e. 200 B.C., the author of the above notice is more 
likely to have identified him with Simon I. (c. 300). 
Now we know that the utmost confusion prevailed 
amongst the Jews as to the chronology of the 
period between the Return from Exile and the 
conquests of Alexander the Great. Hence it would 
be nothing extraordinary to find Simon, a con- 
temporary of Alexander, represented as a member 
of the same body as Ezra ; and, in the other 
direction, to find Joshua, Zerubbabel, Haggai, 
Zechariah, Malachi, and even Daniel, introduced 
as members. As far, then, as the testimony of 
Pirke Aboth goes, it would seem to favour the 
conclusion that the Great Syn., whatever it was, 
continued only for a single generation, instead of 
having a succession for centuries. It is noteworthy 
that the Talm. treatise Peak (ii. 6) omits the Great 
Syn. as a connecting link, and the succession 
passes direct from the Prophets to the ZugOth or 
' Pairs.' 

In Baba bathra (14A) we rend that the Men of 
the Great Syn. wrote Ezekiel, the Minor Prophets, 



Digitized by Google 



644 SYNAGOGUE, THE GREAT 



SYRACUSE 



Daniel, and Esther; and in the Aboth of R. 
Nathan (a post-Talm. treatise) they are said to 
have secured the acceptance of Proverbs, Canticles', 
and Ecclesiastcs, which had been formerly dis- 
puted.. In Pesachim (506) it is said that they 
fostered the work of copying the Torah and 
tephillim and mtzuzfith (see Dt O 81 *). In an im- 
portant passage of Midrash Tanchuma (26a) certain 
corrections in the text of the OT, introduced in 
order to prevent misunderstanding, are also traced 
to the Men of the Great Syn., who are reported 
elsewhere (Jerus. Berakh. ii. 4) to have drawn up 
certain prayers, in particular the Shemoneh 'Eareh, 
or 18 Blessings (birakhOth). To them are attri- 
buted also the directions for the reading of the 
Book of Esther, and the keeping of Purim not on 
the 14th and 15th, but on the 11th, 12th, and 13th 
of the month Adar (Makkoth 23; Jerus. Meg. i.). 
It is not, however, till the 16th cent, that we 
meet with the notion that the Men of the Great 
Synagogue collected the sacred books, and fixed 
the Canon of the OT. This notion makes its 
first appearance in \he pages of the Masioreth 
Hammassoreth (1538) of Ehas Levita, a Jewish 
contemporary of Luther. 

The whole question of the Great Syn. was 
thoroughly investigated by Kuenen (see Literature 
at end), whose conclusions are accepted by the 
great majority of modern scholars. The institu- 
tion, as it appears especially in mediaeval Judaism, 
is held by Kuenen to be simply a characteristic 
transformation of the great assembly described in 
Neh 8-10. Just as the Talmud represents the 
SANHEDRIN as an assembly of scribes, because such 
were the schools at Jamnia and Tiberias, so the 
Great Synagogue, instead of being a popular 
assembly once called together for a definite pur- 
pose, is converted into a permanent institution 
discharging functions similar to those of the scribes 
at a later period. 

That a dim reminiscence of the original identity of the Great 
Syn. and the convocation of Neh 8-10 still lingered on even in 
Rabbinical circles, may be gathered from some of the references. 
For instance, in Midrash Ruth we read, ' What did the Men of 
the Great Syn. do ? They wrote a book and spread it out in the 
court of. the temple. And at dawn of day they rose and found 
it sealed. Thin u what i* written in Neh 9».' Again, there 
occurs in Dt 10 17 this collocation, ' God the great, the strong, 
the terrible (K"JUrn -rtajn Vn;n hlpjy It is repeatedly stated 
in the Talmud (e.g. Jerus. Berakh. ii. 4) that this formula, wbich 
bad fallen into disuse, was again brought into currency by the 
Men of the Great Synagogue. It seems impossible to doubt that 
Kuenen is right in finding an allusion here to Neh 9», where all 
these epithets are found! Similar Talm. statements appear to 
allude to Neh 9 s - *• 18 . Once more, the variety of statement 
as to the number of members that constituted the Great 8yn. 
(sometimes 120, sometimes 86) may be explained from Neh 8-10. 
There were 84 that sealed the covenant, according to Neh 101-**, 
and the number 86 may be obtained either by adding the name 
of Ezra (who is not mentioned), or by supposing that a name 
has dropped out of the list (either in v.i<> or in v.«, where the 
Pesh. actually supplies an extra name, Shephatiah). If, on the 
other hand, we wish to obtain the number 130, this may be done, 
at least approximately, by combining the above list with the lists 
in Neh 8* ' and 9»- «, or in Ezr 2 and 8 (for other arguments of a 
similar kind, see Kuenen's Essay). 

The very name ' Synagogue ' seems inexplicable 
except upon Kuenen's view. It calls up neither a 
college of scribes nor a legislative body, but an 
assembly for religious service. The word np^ (see 
Synagooue) denoted either a congregation met 
for worship on the Sabbath day, or, by metonymy, 
the building where it met. The name might be 
fittingly enough applied to the convocation of 
Neheniiah, which, as Kuenen remarks, was not a 
law -imposing, but a law -receiving assembly ; and in 
the account of whose proceedings we find all the 
exercises characteristic of Synagogue worship, 
such as prayer, the reading of the Law, etc. To 
this memorable convocation the epithet 'Great' 
would, for a variety of reasons, be eminently 
suitable. 

\V. K. Smith agrees with Kuenen that what 



came afterwards to be spoken of as the Great 
Synagogue was originally a meeting, and not a 
permanent institution. 4 It met once for all, and 
everything that is told about it, except what we 
read in Nehemiah, is pure fable of the later Jews' 
(OTJC* 169). Historical criticism thus leaves no 
place for the Great Synagogue of tradition. 

Litbratukk.— Buxtorfs Tiheria* rive Comm. Manor. (1620) 
strenuously upholds the traditional view, and is still of value 
for its copious citation of testimony, which, however, is used in 
a vjery uncritical fashion. On the other side is Rail's Diatribe 
dt Syn. magna (1726X which, although marked by an excesa of 
anti-Jewish prejudice, shows true critical instinct, and antici- 
pates some of the weightiest of Kuenen's arguments. The 
question may be considered to have been finally settled, in the 
sense advocated above, by Kuenen in his famous monograph, 
Over de mannen der groote lynagoge, Amsterdam, 1876 (tr. by 
Budde inOetam. A bhandlungen, pp. 126-160], whose conclusions 
are accepted by Ryle, Canon ofOT, 260 ff. (valuable as con- 
taining the Jewish testimonies relied on by Buxtorf) ; Wildeboer, 
Enttteh. det AT Kanont, 120 ff. ; Buhl, Canon and Text of OT, 
33 ff. ; W. R. Smith, OTJC* 169 f. ; and many others. Of. 
further, Hartmann, Die enge Verbindung d. AT mil d. NT, 
120-166 ; Taylor, Sayings of the Jewish Pathen*,\l0t. ; Driver, 
WT* Introd. viif. ; Ffiret, Kanon d. AT (1868\ 12-32; Jost, 
Geteh. d. Jxtd. u. uin. Sect. L 41-43, 91, 95 f. ; Geiger, Urtchrift 
u. Uebenetz. d. Bibel, 124 f.; Wellh. Phar. «. Sad. 13 f. ; 
Derenbourg, Euai *ur rhietoire de la Palestine, 29-40 (tradi- 
tionalist) ; Montet, Euai tur lee originee det parti* eaduoien et 
pharirien (1883), 91-97 ; Schiirer, GJV* ii. 864f. [UJP il i. 
354 f.]; Heidenhelm, 'Untersuch. uber die Syn. magna' (SK, 
1853, pp. 93-100); Herxfeld, Geteh. d. Judenth. ii. 22-24, 330 ff., 
iii. 244 f., 270 f. ; Graete, 'Die Grosse Versammlung' (Monati- 
sehrift. 1857, pp. 81-37, 61-70); Bloch. Stttdien z. Geteh. d. 
Samml. d. altheb. Lit. (1876)100-182; Hamburger, HK ii. 818- 
323; D. Hoffmann, 'Die Manner der groesen Versammlung' 
(Magarin f. Wittenteh. de* Judenth. x. (1883)46-63 ; S. Krauss, 
' The Great Synod ' (JQR x. (1898) 347-377). 

J. A. SELBIE. 
SYNTYCHE (Zwrtfxij). — A member of the Philip- 
pian Church whom St. Panl exhorts to become 
reconciled to EUODIA, another member of the 
same Church. They appear to have held a position 
of importance in the Church as ladies of some 
wealth and position, or possibly as deaconesses, 
like Phoebe in the Roman Church (Ro 16 1 ). Their 
disagreement was therefore not only unseemly, it 
was a calamity 'for the entire Church. Both the 
names, Euodia and Syntyche, occur in the inscrip- 
tions (Lightfoot, Ep. to the Philippians*, p. 158). 
There is no need, therefore, to introduce tne "far- 
fetched interpretation of the Tubingen school, that 
they are allegorical personages representing the 
Jewish and Gentile sections of the Church. 

J. Gibb. 

BYNZYGUS (TR Ztffvyot, but modern edd. Sifr- 
fVvoj). — If Synzygus is a proper name, he was a 
person to whom St. Paul addressed an entreaty to 
bring about a reconciliation between Euodia and 
Syntyche, two members of the Philippian Church 
who were at variance (Ph 4*). He was at the 
time in Philippi, and may have been the chief 
presbyter or bishop of the Church. The sole 
objection to this interpretation — the only natural 
one — is that Synzygus is nowhere used in Greek 
literature as a proper name, nor is it found in the 
inscriptions (but see Vincent, ad loe.). It was 
suggested by Weizsacker that itmay have been 
adopted by the bearer after his conversion to 
Christianity. The other interpretation is that 
ouvfvyos here, as in classical Greek, signifies ' yoke- 
fellow,' and that the exhortation was addressed 
to a companion of the apostle who was with him 
when he wrote, who was possibly his amanuensis 
(see vol. iii. p. 841 b ). Barnabas, Silas, Epaphro- 
ditus, and Timothy have been suggested. Ramsay 
(St. Paul the Trav. 358) thinks that Luke was 
either 'the true yoke-fellow' or the actual bearer 
of the Epistle to Philippi. The suggestion of 
Kenan (Saint Paul, p. 148), that the ' true yoke- 
fellow' is Lydia, who had become the wife of the 
apostle, is hardly to be taken seriously. 

J. Gibb. 

SYRACUSE (Zupdxowrcu, but Yulg. wrongly 
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sing. Sj/racusa), situated on the west coast of 
Sicily, was the principal city of the island, and 
under the Romans was the capital of the eastern 
half. After the western half of Sicily was taken 
from Carthage by the Romans (B.C. 241) at the 
close of the first Punic War, the eastern half con- 
tinued to belong to the kingdom of Syracuse in 
alliance with Rome. In the second Punio War, 
Syracuse took the side of the Carthaginians, but 
was captnred by Marcellus in 212, and the whole 
island thenceforward continued to be a Roman 
Province, though in two distinct divisions, in each 
of which a quxestor was stationed, under the 
authority of the single governing pnetor, who 
presided over the whole island. 

Syracuse wu one of the moat famous and magnificent 
colonies of Greece. Its defeat of the great Athenian expedi- 
tion in b.c. 416 was one of the most critical events in Greek 
history ; and its kings were among the leading powers in the 
Greek world. Whether it preserved its old prosperity in the 
first century after Christ is uncertain, as Sicily suffered severely 
in the Civil Wars, especially from the exactions of Sextus 
Pompey and in the contest between him and Augustus. 
Strabo, 272 f., describes the whole island as in a state of 
decay in his time, some of the cities having disappeared, while 
others were declining : the interior was to a large extent given 
up to grazing and horse-breeding, peopled by herdsmen, and 
devoid of educative influences. Its ancient importance as an 
arable and corn-growing country hod disappeared; and the 
reason for this lay partly in the economic conditions of the 
empire, and partly in the dreadful circumstances of the Servile 
Wars, B-c. 186-132 and 103-100. The land belonged for the 
most part to absentee landlords. 

Syracuse was one of the 20 centoria eivitatet of Sicily, 
which had been conquered in war, and whose territory had 
been appropriated by the Roman State as ager publictt*. 
Julius Csisar, as was natural to his statesmanlike mind, had 
been revolving schemes for the restoration of prosperity to 
Sicily, but his plans were interrupted by his assassination. 
Antony produced a plan which he declared to have been found 
among Cssar's papers, and proposed a law to extend the 
Roman franchise to Sicily. This was not carried out com- 
pletely ; and Augustus was content with a much more gradual 
process of elevating Sicily to the full Roman rights. He 
founded seven Roman colonies of military origin, one of which 
was Syracuse.* Pliny mentions also that there were in Sicily 
two Roman towns (pppida civium Romanorum) and three 
cities with Latin rights ; but his enumeration is very imperfect, 
and it is certain that Roman and Latin rights were much more* 
widely spread in Sicily before the middle of the first oentury after 
Christ than he allows. It was during this process of transition 
from the position ol a conquered province to that of a con- 
stituent part of the Roman State that St Paul approached 
the Sicilian coast. 

Syracuse is mentioned in the NT only as having 
been a harbour where St. Paul lay at anchor for 
three days on his voyage from Malta to Rome. 
The shipwrecked crew and passengers, after spend- 
ing three months in Malta, set sail on the Dio- 
scuri, evidently one of the Alexandrian fleet of 
imperial transports carrying grain from Egypt to 
maintain the food supply in Rome. \ They started, 
evidently, very early in the year, probably in 
February, before the settled weather and the 
customary season for navigation (mare clausum 
11 Nov. to 5 March) had Degun. That implies 
that a suitable and seemingly steady wind was 
blowing, which tempted them to embark, and 
carried them straight to Syracuse, a distance of 
about 100 miles. On the voyage from Malta to 
Rome as a whole, see Rhegium. 

Nothing is said with regard to any preaching by 
St. Paul in Syracuse, nor could any be expected to 
occur. The ship was certainly waiting for a suit- 
able wind to carry it north to the straits of 
Messina ; and under such circumstances no prisoner 
was likely to be allowed leave of absence, as the 
ship must be ready to take instant advantage of 

* Pliny (A' at. Hut . iii. 88-90) wrongly mentions only five (one 
being Syracuse). 

t By a strange mistake, in contradiction of Ac 28 11 , the 
Dioeeuri is described in Smith's DB iii. 1403 as a ship in the 
African corn trade, which had sailed from the province Africa 
intending to round Pachynum to Syracuse, and was carried 
out of its course to Malta. On the name of the ship, and the 
grammatical construction of the clause describing it, see 
BlfMWM. 



the wind. A survey of the progress of early 
Christianity would show that it rarely spread 
through the activity of coasting travellers, even 
on shores where their voyages were very tedious 
and subject to frequent and long interruptions (as, 
for example, the coasts of LYClAand Pamphylia). 
It is more probable that the new religion spread 
from Italy to Sicily in the course of direct com- 
munication between the two countries. Many 
Christian memorials of a fairly but not very early 
date have been found at Syracuse : see the papers 
by Orsi in Notizie degli iscavi, 1893 and 1894, and 
eRp. in Romische Quartalschrift f. christl. Alt. 
1896, pp. 1-59. W. M. Ramsay. 

SYRIA, SYRIANS.— See Aram, Aram^iaks. 

SYRIAC LANGUAGE.— See Language of OT, 
vol. iii. p. 25*. 

8YRIAC YERSIONS.— No branch of the Early 
Church has done more for the translation of the 
Bible into their vernacular than the Syriac-speak- 
ing. In our European libraries we nave Syriac 
Bible MSS from the Lebanon, Egypt, Sinai, Meso- 

g)tamia, Armenia, India (Malabar), even from 
hina. And many of the Bible versions in other 
Oriental languages are dependent on, or at least 
influenced by, the Syriac, as the Armenian, 
Arabic, Ethiopic. Some of the Syriac MSS ap- 
pear to be the oldest Bible MSS, in any language, 
which have an exact date : a Syriac Pentateuch 
in the British Museum (Add. 14425) is dated from 
the year 464, written by a deacon John at Amid.* 
A Syriac - Chinese stone inscription, erected at 
Singan-fu in the year 781, discovered by Jesuit 
missionaries in 1625, speaks of the 27 books 
of the NT. It would be a pleasant task to 
follow up the history of the Syriac Bible versions 
through all times, regions, and departments of 
culture : want of space, however, obliges us to 
confine ourselves to the importance of the Syr. 
VSS for the modern student of the Bible. We 
begin with the NT. 

I. New Testament.— Older scholars spoke of 
that Syr. VS of the NT which alone was known 
to them as ' the Queen ' of all Bible versions. But 
now we have more than one, at least for the 
Gospels. 

1. Tradition. — When, in the 16th cent., the 
Syr. VS of the NT became known in Europe, the 
belief prevailed that it was due to the evangelist 
Mark, who was said to have written his Gospel 
first in Latin and then to have translated it, with 
the other books of the NT, into Syriac. t Jacob of 
Edessa (t 701 ) and others were of the opinion that 
Addai the apostle (Thadd£US) and king Abgar 
sent interpreters to Palestine (see Moses bar 
Cepha [t 913] and Barhebraeus, Scholia in Ps 10). 
What Theodore of Mopsuestia says of the Syr. 
translation of the OT holds equally good of the 
NT : iipfi^vevrai Si ravra fit (tip rty tQp 7.vpuv xop' 
6Voi> 5j) wore" oiiSi y&p typoforcu f^xP 1 T V* T^/upo* forts 
■wmi o5t6i ieriv (Comm. in Soph. [1, 6] ; Mai, Nova 
Patr. Bibl. vii. 1854). 

2. Place.— We do not know where the trans- 
lation was made. On the ground of some lin- 

• W. Wright, A Short History of Syriac Literature (London, 
1894, p. 6=Sne. Brit.9 xxii. 824). 

t ' Syri constanter asserunt 8. Marcum . . . latine prim um 
scripsisse Evangelium suum. Deinde eundem ipsum Marcum 
lingua patria, hoc est, Galitaa Syra, non modo Evangelium 
suum transtulisse, scd etiom cnteros omnes NT libros. Id mihi 
litteris signiflcavit Guilielmus Postellus afflrmavitque se ita a 
Syria ipsis accepisse ' (Boderianus [Guido Fevre de la Boderic] 
in the Preface of the 8yr. NT 1671). Widmanstadt, the first 
editor of the NT In Svriac (1655), agrees that Mark wrote in 
Latin, but contents himself with affirming that the books of 
the NT (except Matthew and Hebrews) were translated into 
' Syriac ' ab initio rerum Christianarum.' 
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guistic peculiarities, Syrian grammarians, as Elias 
I. and Barhebrseus, reached the same conclusion as 
Jacob of Edessa, that the translation originated 
in Palestine ; European scholars thought first of 
Antioch, because the translation became known to 
them through the Patriarch of Antioch : in recent 
times Edessa has found most favour ; but nothing 
can be said with certainty. 

3. History. — (a) The lirst mention of a Syriac 
NT seems to be the statement of Eusebius {HE 
iv. 26) on Hegesippus (about 160-180) : fic re rod 
KOL0' 'Eftpalovs eiiayyeXiov koX tov Xvptaicov gal ISlus 
(k rrjs 'EfipalSos 6io\4ktov nri rlfftfciv, i/xtpalvwr i% 
'E/Spo/ftw iavrbv vcieurrtvKtpai (Rutin us: ' de Evan- 

felio secundum Hebra?os et Syros ' ; Syr. VS of 
usebius : ' from the Gospels of the Hebrews and 
Syrians ' ; see on the passage Th. Zahn, For- 
schungen, vi. 246). 

(6) About the same time or a little earlier we 
hear that Tatian, who was born, according to his 
own statement, eV rg tu>v 'Aaavpluw yy, and had 
been in Rome the hearer of Justin Martyr, re- 
turned home — as it seems, in the year 172 — and 
composed (probably there; not at Koine, about 
153-170 [so Harnack formerly, TU i. 213]) his 
famous Diatessaron, i.e. a harmony of the four 
Gospels (ffvvdiptidp ripa ko.1 ffvvaywyi]» ovk old' Srwt 
rwr eiayyeXiup cvvdeit to Sib. reaffdpup rovro xpoaup'j- 
fiaatv, 5 kcU vapd rurcr tiffin pup <piptrai, Eus. HE 
iv. 36 ; in the Syr. Eusebius : ' he gathered and 
mixed and composed a Gospel and called it Diates- 
saron, i.e. of the Mixed («g)pc-<\), which is still 
with many '). It appears to be simply to a mis- 
understanding that we owe the remark of Epi- 
phanius {Hrer. 46. 1, ed. Dindorf, ii. 412) : Xfycrai 
Si rb Sib, reffcrdpw tiayy4\to* vr' avrou yeyevrjffOai, 
Sircp koto 'Eppaiovs Tivis icaXoCcri. Of this work 
Theo<loret (till 457 bishop of Kyrrhos) tells us 
that it was in his times used not only by the fol- 
lowers of Tatian, but also in orthodox congrega- 
tions ; that he himself found more than 200 copies 
in use in the churches of his diocese ; that he col- 
lected and removed all (rdaat ffwayayup airtdtfxriv),* 
substituting for them the Gospels of the Four {rb, 
Tuiv Tcffffdpoiv tdayyeXio-rdy dvreio-fiyayop eiayyt'Xia). 
A little earlier, bishop Rabbula of Edessa (412- 
435) ordered that presbyters and deacons should 
take care that in all churches the 'Gospels of 
the Separate ' (KjhsifH p'^arK ; S. Ephraemi Syri, 
RaJmlcc . . . opera sclccta, ed. Overbeck, Oxf. 
1865, p. 220) be kept and read. Of the same 
RabbuJ a his biographer tells that he occupied 
himself with 'translating the NT out of the Greek 
into Syrian, because of its variations, exactly as it 
teas ' {ib. 172). 

This Harmony of Tatian was apparently in 
Syriac, not in Greek [the latter is (or was) the 
view of Harnack]. 

See, on all questions connected with Tatian, Arthur HJelt, 
Die altsyriiichc KvawjHitn iibersetiung und Tatiant Diatntaron, 
betonderx in ihrem ffqimteitiflen Verhiiltnit untertucht, Ix'ij>- 
xicr, 1001. pp. 10-75 : the Literature is quoted in part in vol. ii. 
697 f., iii. 530, 688. Add : E. Lippelt. Qxux fuerint Justin, 
Martyris irt/xtr.wiiuMra qitaque ratione cum forma evan- 
geiiorum ayro-latina cohceserinl (Diss.), i., Halle, 1001. 

The great question is nowwhether this Diates- 
saron of Tatian was the tirst form in which the 
Gospel came to the Syrians, or whether there was 
already, before Tatian, a Syr. VS of the Gospels, 
which he may have used. The question is diffi- 
cult, because Tatian's work has not survived in its 
original form, but only in a late Arabic recension, 
due to Abulfaraj Abdullah ibn at Tajjib (+1043) ; 
further, it seems to have been the basis of the 
Latin Harmony of Victor of Capua ; it was com- 
mented on by Ephraem Syrus ; but this com- 

* There is no ground for the statement which is sometimes 
made (for instance by Jiilicher, Einleitung, f 37) that be 
' burned' the copies. 



mentary is again preserved only in translation (in 
Armenian) ; it was used by Aphraates, and few 
direct quotations have been preserved by Syriac 
lexicographers and commentators: these have'been 
collected by Hall, Harris, Goussen. Some help to- 
wards answering the question was given when, in 
addition to the Syriac NT, known since older times, 
there came in 1858 the version of the Gospels dis- 
covered by Cureton, and in 1892 that found on 
Mt. Sinai by Mrs. A. S. Lewis, and edited in 1894 
by Bensly, Burkitt, and Harris. But, on the other 
hand, the question became the more complicated. 

(c) The history of these discoveries cannot be 
told here ; suffice it to say, that of the fragments 
published by Cureton {Remains of a very anlient 
recension of the Four Gospels in Syriac, hitherto 
unknown in Europe, London, 1858),* the Gospel 
of Matthew has the very title used above oy 
Rabbula, 4 Gospel of the Separate,' and that in 
the Sinai Gospels the same expression is used in 
the subscription. 

[In what follows we designate Tatian by C, 
Cureton's Gospels by S°, the Sinai Gospels by 
S', the common Syr. VS called Pcshi{ta (k^ots) 
by *»]. 

(1) K$eV?, to which supply K£ i?9?, means ' the timple,' i.e. 
the simple version. It is first used, so far as known at present, 
in Massoretic MSS of the 0th and 10th cents, in contradis- 
tinction to the Harclensis ; and in Moses bar Cephas (t913) in 
opposition to the Syro-Hexaplaris. The latter says : ■ One must 
know that there are in Syriac two translations of the OT : the 
one, this NDBTO in which we read, was made from Hebrew 
into Syriac ; the other, that of the 8evcnty-two, from Greek ' 
(see Urt. p. 220 f.). On the pronunciotion, spelling, and mean- 
ing of the name (Pithitta, simplified to Peehito), see the Lit. 
quoted I.e. p. 230. 

(2) Its origin and the spread of its use are quite obscure. 
Till 1842 the Peshito was the only known older Syr. V8 of the 
Bible ; it is still held by O. H. Gwilliom to be (he oldest (see 
Studia Biblica, i. 151 ff. ['A Syriac biblical MS'], iii. 4711. 
[' The materials for the criticism of the Peshito NT '] ; Expos. 
Times, Jan. 1805, 157 ff. (' The new Syriac Gospels ') ; Crit. her. 
Jan. 1896, 14-22 ('Communication on the Lewis Palimpsest, 
the Curetonian Fragments, and the Peshitt*'); The Oxford 
debate on the textual criticism of the NT held at Hew College 
on May 6, W97, Lond. 1897). His view is shared by A. Bonus, 
who thinks Sp 'scarcely later than the latter half of the second 
century.' With this contrast the statement of Burkitt (JThSt, 
i. 571) : ' I confess that I am unconvinced that what we call 
the NT Peshi tta was in existence in 8. Ephroem's day, and I 
l>elieve that we owe both its production and its victorious 
reception to the organizing energy of the great Rabbula, bishop 
of Edessa from 411-435 a.d.).' t 

The following answers to the above question 
have been given : — 

( 1 ) Abbe P. Martin : j5° ' is a revision of the 
Peshito made with the help of a MS closely re- 
sembling Codex Beat*. The Curetonian recension 
dates from the end of the 7th or the beginning of 
the 8th cent., probably from this last period. It 
never had much vogue. Its author was probably 
Jacob of Edessa [t703]' {Introduction tl la critique 
tcxtuclle du NT, Paris, 1883). The latter hypo- 
thesis may be dismissed at once. 

(2) Gwi'lliam (Bonus): S c and J5' were not the 
origin of £ p ; S- c is more modern than {Crit. 
Rev. 1896, p. 19) ; Rabbula intended that copies 
of £j p should be substituted for C (p. 21); but it 
might be, probably was, difficult to procure copies 
of the Peshitta, in obedience to Rabbula's order. 
The term Mcpharreshe used by Rabbula would 
easily become a title for copies subsequently made. 
■ Are &* and S° relics of copies made by order of 
Rabbula?' 

The position of S p is of great importance, because 
it is, as Sanday styled it, « the sheet-anchor ' of the 

• The edition is out of print ; a new edition by F. O. Burkitt, 
'The Curetonian Syriac Gospels, re-edited together with the 
readings of the Sinaitic Codex, and a translation into English,' 
advertised by the Camb. Univ. Press (Academy, 8epC 29, 1804, 
p. 2S3 b ; JThSt, i. 569), is approaching completion. 

t Comp. with this the statement of the present writer (PRE* 
xv. [18851 105). on the work of Babbula. that one might be 
inclined to see its result in fi* r«jp. [ =Sp). 
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theory of Burgon-Miller on the textual criticism 
of the NT. See, further, p. 740 b . 

(3) S — S p are three recensions of one and 
the same version, and this is their historical order 
(adopted by many, for instance Allen at the Oxford 
Debate). 5 P — 5 e — is impossible, equally impos- 
sible is the genealogy 5 p <g°. 

(4) &— S«— JT. Conybeare: * I believe scholars 
are beginning to recognize that Tatian . . . used 
the Curetonian version of the Gospels, which in 
turn rested on the new Syriac' [Academy, Jan. 
12, 1895]. Jo* also older than C (Burkitt, Holzhey, 
Bewer). 

(5) &" older than (Resch, Duval ; see Hjelt, 
p. 95). 

(a) IE — S° (Baethgeu, Zahn), before the discovery 
of S» 

(6) C-#-S e or 

< c ) K <f!. C oWer than & (Zahn, Nestle, Hil- 
genfeld, Bardenhewer, Gwilliam, Cundberg). 

(6) C— £ e — S p . So in the main Hjelt ; S' 
on the whole a faithful witness of the Old Syr. 
VS of the 2nd cent., J5 e a later recension of it 
probably from the first half of the 2nd cent., formed 
under the influence of C ; S p a revision of the old 
version, which eliminated the influences of C and 
became the Vulgate ; at last 5 P in its turn influ- 
enced C, which remained in use with the Nes- 
tor inns longer than with the Jacobites. 

The priority of would be certain, if the thesis 
of Hjelt were proved that &* is not a unity, but 
that the various Gospels were due to different 
hands and that nevertheless all were used by G. 
The first part of his thesis Hjelt seems to have 
proved. There is a decided difference in the 
vocabulary of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John 
(see p. 96 ff.); he may be even right in his sup- 
position, that the translation of Matthew was the 
oldest, due to a Jewish Christian (cf. Mt 9 18 head 
of the synagogue, 23 B tephillin and purple KnSan).* 
But the second part, that S* was used by C, does 
not seem to be proved. But in any case 5" and C 
belong to the most important witnesses for the text 
of the Gospels. 

Acts and Epistles. — Amidst the absorbing interest 
caused by the discovery of &*, little attention has 
been paid of late to the rest of the Syriac NT, 
Acts and Epistles. They are known as yet only 
as parte of J5 p , but there are indications that for 
the Acts and the Pauline Epistles also an older 
version was in existence. And it is of great 
interest that these two parts, together with the 
Gospels, made up the whole of the NT of the 
Syriac Church ; all the Catholic Epistles, and not 
only the minor ones, being unknown. This is 

f roved not onlj' by the Doctrine of Addai (ed. 
'hillips, Lond. 1876, p. 44), where Addai orders : 
' But the Law and the Prophets, which you read 
every day before the people, and the Epistles of 
Paul, which Simon Peter sent us from tne city of 
Rome, and the Acts of the Twelve Apostles, which 
John the son of Zebedee sent us from Ephesus ; 
these books read ye in the Churches of Christ, and 
with these read not any other, as there is not any 
other, in which the truth that ye hold is written, 
except these books which retain you in the faith 
to which ye have been called.' This is corrobor- 
ated by the quotations of Aphraates, which are 
restricted to Acts and Paul, to the exclusion of 
the Catholic Epistles. 

* A great aid in these studies would be a Concordance to the 
Syriac Bible, which was desired by Logarde as early as 1867. 
A prospectus of a Concordance of the Peshitta was sent out by 
Ben]. Labaree and Wm. A. Shedd from Urumia in Oct. 1897, 
with some ' Specimen pages ' ; but the arrangement was not 
such as to satisfy the wants of the student. A Syriac Con- 
cordance in the manner of Hatch-Itodpath is one of our needs. 



The passages cited by Wright aa references to 1 P 4" and 1 Jn 
8 s * 4' 8 nave been shown by Zahn not to refer to these passagea 
(but the former to Pr 11" ; the latter to the Qotpel of John). 

At last there was published in the Studia 
Sinailica, No. 1 (p. llff.) from extracts made by 
J. R. Harris from cod. Syr. 10 on Mt. Sinai, a list 
of the canonical books of the Syriac Bible, giving 
for each book and group of books the number of 
piixara (stichi). * After the four Gospels (Mat. 
2522, Mark 1675, Luke 3083, John 1737 [write 1937], 
total 9218) follows Acts (2720), then 'Paul tlie 
Apostle ' with a total 5076 for ' the apostle,' 
immediately followed by the total for 'the holy 
books, which the holy Church receives.' 

There are some errors and confusions In this list ; but as to 
the primary importance of it there can be no doubt 

This exclusion of all the Catholic Epistles from 
the old Syriac Canon is further in full agreement 
with the statement of Leon tins on Theodore of 
Mopsuestia : si/r^ re . . . roC /ieyd\ov 'laKufiou rj)r 
iwurroX^n Kal ras e'fjjj rwr dXXwp AromiptirTti nado- 
Xurdt. He followed in this the older tradition of 
the Syriac Church. Neither do the Apostolic 
Constitutions recognize the Catholic Epistles. 

See Th. Zahn, Das ST Theodort von Mopsuestia und der 
syritche Karum ; Orundrut der (ir*chichte des neutest. Kanons 
(Leipzig, 1901, |6); Jiilicher, Einlritunain das NT*-* (1901, 
I 41) ; J. A. Bewer, The Uittory of the AT Canon in the Syrian 
Church (Chicago, 1900). 

About the middle of the 4th cent., therefore, 
the Church of Edessa had no Catholic Epistles in 
its Canon. 

But it was not only the contents but the text 
of its Bible that differed at that time from J5 P . 

See In Bewer, p. 61, 'A comparison of the Acts and Epistles 
in Aphraates with those of the Peshitta.' A most significant 
example is not quoted by Bewer. Matthias in Ac l 28 - 98 is called 
by Aphraates Tulmai ; this is now corroborated by the Syriac 
version of the Ecclesiastical History of Eusebius (see TU vii. 2, 
p. v ; the same version called Agabu* of Ac 11 Addai), In 1 Co 
16" Aphraates testifies for the reading of M, 2M> for that of B. 

The quotations from Ephraem have been investi- 
gated by F. H. Woods [Studia Diblica, iii. 132 ff.) : 
the result is the same ; the influence of another 
version than Sb* cannot be denied ; but that in- 
fluence is not half so strong as in Aphraates. 
But the Roman edition of Epnraem's work is ex- 
cessively uncritical, and we can ' never trust a 
biblical quotation where it agrees with the 
Peshitta' (see Burkitt, JThSt, i. 570, and now 
Texts and Studies, vii. 2). But not only so, we 
cannot even trust the references to j? p in the 
critical apparatus of Tischendorf s ed. oct. ; they 
are neither complete nor correct ; cf. 1 Co 15", 
where S> p adds ' or of barley ' between clrov and 
1j nvot ru>v Xotn-wr ; on 2 Co 1 1S see Nestle, Intro- 
duction, 309. All references to & v in Tischendorf 's 
apparatus ought to be verified in the way in which 
Gwynn did this work for the four minor Oath. Epp. 
(Hermathcna, 1890). 

But not only in details of text did the older 
Syriac NT differ from S p as now current ; it 
differed also as to the arrangement. In the list 
of the canonical books mentioned above, Galatians 
stands at the head of the letters of Paul, before 
Cor. and Rom., which are followed by Hebrews. 
The same order, Gal., Cor., Rom., seems to have 
been that of Ephraem (see J. R. Harris, Four 
Lectures on the Western Text, p. 21), and it is 
expressly testified to in Marcion. From this, Zahn 
is inclined to conclude that Tatian may have 
brought with him to the East at the same time 
the Western Text of the Gospels and the Mar- 
cionitic order of the letters of Paul ; the more so 
as Eusebius says of Tatian that he altered the text 

* See on these fWT. the latest communication, that of F. C 
Burkitt (JThSt, li. 429-432). 
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of the Epistles of Paul (see Nestle, Introduction, 
p. 220). 

Further, the Church of Edessa had in the time 
of Ephraem in its Canon the Apocryphal Corres- 
pondence of St. Paul and the Corinthian*, of 
which we now know for certain that it once be- 
longed to the Acta Pavli (see vol. i. p. 498). On 
the other hand, the short letter to Phuemon seems 
to have been wanting in the Bible of Ephraem (see 
Zahn, Gesch. Kan. ii. 664, 1003, Grvndriss, p. 52; 
Jiilicher, Einlcitung, doubts this). 

It is totally nnknown when the three greater 
Catholic Epistles were received. There lias not 
been as yet even an examination of the question 
whether the translation of all the letters of Paul 
is due to the same hand, and that of the three 
Catholio Epistles to another. What is certain is 
that the four Antilegomena of the Catholic Epistles 
and the Bk. of Revelation never formed part of S p , 
and were wanting therefore even in the first printed 
editions of the Syriac NT till 1630. It is the more 
surprising that the Nestorian Stone-inscription at 
Singan-fu speaks of 27 books left by Christ to 
further the soul in what is good (see J. E. Heller, 
Das Nestorianische Denkmal in Singan-fu, Buda- 

g»t, 1897, 4to, reprint from ' Wissenschaftliche 
rgebnisse der Reise des Grafen B. Szechenyi in 
Ostasien ' ( 1877-1880), pp. 31, 45). 

Literature. — I. On Tatian: 0. A. Credner, Beitrdge zur 
Einleit. in die MM Schrxften, 1832, 437 IT., Gesch. des neiAest. 
Kanon* Oieiuusgegeben von G. Volkmar), I860, nil.; H. A. Daniel, 
Tatianus der Apologet, 1837 ; C. A. Semiach, Tatiani Diates- 
saron, 1856; Th. Zahn, Fortchungen zur Gesch. de* neutett. 
Kanons, L 1881 (' Tatians Diateasaron '),* ii. (1883) 2861T., iv. 
(1891, ' Iter Text des von A. Ciasca herausgegebenen arabischen 
Diateasaron von Dr. Ernst Sellin '), Geieh. des Kanon*, i. 387-414, 
ii 630-686, 'Zur Geschichte von Tatiana Diateasaron im Abend- 
land' (Neue Kirchliche ZeiUchrifl, 1894, pp. 85-120), art. « Evan- 
gelienharmonie' in PRE* v. (1898) 653 fit. ; Weatcott, Canon, 
pt. i. ch. | 10; [the works of Ephraem Syrua in Armenian, 
Venice, 1886, voL ii.]; Evangelii Coneordantis Expositio facta 
a doctors Sancto Ephraemo Syro [in Latinum translate a J. B. 
Aucher, ed. G. Moesinger), Venice, 1876 1 ; J. P. Martin, Le Am 
wwmptn de Tatian, Extrait de la Revue des questions histor- 
iquea (Avril 1883), Paris, 1883 ; 8. B. Pitra, Analeeta sacra 
spicUegio Soiesmemi parata, torn, iv., Par. 1883, p. xxviii flf., 
465-437 (' Ciasca, de Tatiani D. arabica veraione ') ; Tatiani evan- 
geiiorum harmonics arabice : nunc primum ex duplici codice 
edidlt tr&nalatione latina donavit P. Augustinus Oiaaca, Roma), 
1888, gr. 8vo ; Hemphill, The Diateasaron of Tatian, 1888 (cf. 
Church Quarterly Review, 1888, p. 127); W. Elliot, Tatian's 
Diatess. and the Modern Critics, Plymouth (cf. Church Quart. 
Rev. 1888, p. 128) ; J. K. Harris, The Diatessaron of Tatian, a 
preliminary study, Cambridge, 1890 ; Isaac H. Hall, ' A pair of 
citations from the Diateasaron ' (JBL x. 2 (1891), 163-166) ; J. 
Hamlyn Hill, The Earliest Life of Christ ever compiled from 
the Four Gospels: being the Diatessaron of Tatian (circa a.D. 
160>. Literally translated from the Arabic Version, and con- 
taining the Four Qotpels woven into one story, with an historical 
and critical Introduction, Notes and Appendix, Edinburgh, 
Clark, 1893, 376: Hope W. Hogg, The Diatess. of Tatian in 
Ante-Nicene Christian Library, Additional Volume. . . . Edited 
by A. Menxles, Edin., 1897, 83-138 ; W. R. Caasela, 'The Diatess. 
of Tat.' (Nineteenth Century, April 1895, 666-681, worthless ; 
see J. Rendel Harris, "The Diatess., a reply" (Contemporary 
Review, August 1895, 271-278)): C. Taylor, 'St. Mark in the 
Diateaa.' (Classical Review, 1S94) ; J. A. Robinson, 'Tatian's 
Diatess. and a Dutch Harmony' (The Academy, 1894, 24th 
March, 249c-250»); J. R. Harris. Fragments of the Commentary 
of Ephrem Syrut upon the Diatessaron, London, 1895 ; H. 
Gouaaen, Stadia Theologica, Fasciculua I. : Apocalypsia 8. 
Johannia Apoatoli veraio sohidica. Accedunt pauca fragmenta 
genuina Diateasaroniana. Lips. 1805 (pp. 61-67); J. Hamlyn 
Hill, A Dissertation on the Gospel Commentary of S. Ephraem 
the Syrian, Edinburgh, 1890. 

2. On Cureton'a text (title above), of. Fragments of the Cure- 
tonian Gospels, edited by W. Wright [Ixindon, 1872], 4to, only 100 
copies printed for private circulation, first published by E. Roe- 
diger in Monatsberichle der Berliner Akademie, 8. Juli 1872, pp. 



• Cf. the important notice of P. de Lagarde, Slittheilungen, 
i. 111-120, 194-196; further, p. 31, ii. 30-38, 'Die arabiache 
Uebersetzung dea ti*yyi\m tii rueiptn.' 

t The first to call attention to the importance of this Com- 
mentary of Ephraem was not Ezra Abbott (The Authorship of 
the Fourth Gospel, Boston, 1880), but P. de Lagarde in his 
edition of the Apostolic Constitution* (Pref. p. vii), 1862. 
Already in his earlier paper, de Novo Textamento ad versionum 
orientalium fidem eaendo (Berolini, 1857), he mode use of 
Ephraein'a Armenian Commentaries. 



667-659 and 6 pp. Syr. ; J. R. Crowfoot, Fragmenta Evangeliea 
guos ex antiqua reoenrione versionis Syriacat Novi Testament* 
(Peshito dicta) a GuL Curetono vulgata sunt, Lond., Para 
prima 1870, Para altera 1871, Observations on the Collation \n 
Greek of Cureton's Syriac Fragments of the Gospels, 1872 (to be 
used with caution) ; Fr. Baethgen, Evang*lien.fragment* : der 
Griechische Text des Cureton'schen Syrers wiederhergssteUt, 
Leipzig, 1885; H. H. Harman, 'Cure ton Fragmenta of Syriac 
Gospels ' in Journ. of the Soc. of Biol. Lit. and Exegesis, June- 
Dec. 1886, pp. 28-48. On Bowes and Holzhey aee immediately. 
Otber papers of Hermanaen, le Hir, Wildeboer ; especially on 
the meaning of the superscription kpieci (by Mai, Gildemeiater, 
Land, Tregellea, Wright, Cowper, Ewald) aee PRE* iii. 172= 
Urt. 112. For a recent discussion on it see Journ. Amer. 
Orient. Society, xviii. (1897) 176- 182 and 361 f., between Charles C. 
Torrey and R. Gottheil. That it forms the opposition to ' Gospel 
of the Mixed,' i.e. Tatian's Diatessaron, and means ' Gospels) of 
the Separate,' cannot be doubted any longer. 

3. Literature on the Sinai-Palimpsest : (a) On the diacoverv 
and the copying of the Sinai-Palimpsest, aee, on the one nana, 
M. D. Gibson, How the Codex was found : a Narrative of two 
visits to Sinai from Mrs. Lewis' Journals, 1S9S-9S, Cambridge, 
1893 ; on the other, Mrs. Benaly, Our Journey to Sinai : a rurii 
to the Convent of St. Catarina, with a chapter on the Sinai Pal- 
impsest, London, 1896. Editio princepa: The Four Gospels in 
Syriac, transcribed from the Sinaitic palimpsest by the late 
Robert L. Bensly, M.A.* . . . and by J. Rendel Harris. M.A. 
. . . and by P. Crawford Burkitt, M.A., with an Introduction 
by Agnes Smith Lewis, edited for the Syndics of the University 
Press, Cambridge, 1894. f This has to be supplemented by 
A. 8. Lewis, Some Pages of the Four Gospels, retranscribed from 
the Sinaitic palimpsest, with a translation of the whole text, 
London, 1896. An earlier translation had been published by 
Mrs. Lewis, London, Mocmillan, 1894 ; a German one, with an 
Appendix, is due to Ad. Merx, Die vier Kanonisehe.n Evan- 
gelien nath ihrem dltesten bekannten Texie : Uebersetxung der 
syrischen im Sinaikloster gefundenen Palimpsesthandschrxft, 
Berlin, 1897. The second part (Erlauterungen) haa not yet 
appeared. Cf., finally, 'Last Gleanings from the Sinai Palimp- 
sest' (Expositor, Aug. 1897, pp. 111-119X and ' The Earlier Home 
of the Sinaitic Palimpsest' (Expositor, June 1900, 966), and 
Sludia Sinaitica, No. u. (1900) pp viiiff., xxiii f., where it 
is shown that John the Stylite, who in the year 778 used the 
Codex as Palimpsest, was a monk of Mar Conon, a cloister of 
Ma'arrath Mesren in the district of Antioch (a small town about 

2uidistant from Antioch and Aleppo). The Expos. Timet (vols, 
xii.) contains a aeries of papers by Mrs. Lewis entitled ' What 
have we gained in the Sinaitic Palimpsest?' 

(6) Convenient collations are: A. Bonus, CoUatio Codicis 
Lewisiani rescripti Evangeliorum sacrorum Syriacorum cum 
Codice Curetoniano (Mus. Brit. Add. W WI) : cui adjectae sunt 
Leetiones e Peshitto desumptot, Oxonii, 18D6, 4to ; and Carl 
Holzhey, Der neuentdeckte Codex Syrus Sinaiticu* untersucht : 
mit einem xollstdndigen Verzeichnis der Variant en des Cod, 
Sinaiticus und Cod. Curetonianus, Munchen, 1896. 

4. On Sp aee the Literature quoted in Nestle, Introduction, p. 
103; Urt. p. 227 ff. ; Scrivener, ii. 6-40, with the help of 
Gwilliam and Deane. On the printed editions. Church Quart. 
Rev. 1888, Julv, 267-297 ; The Syriac New Testament trans- 
lated into English from the Peshitto Versions, by James 
Murdock, with a historical introduction by Horace L. Hastings, 
and a bibliographical appendix by Isaac H. Hall, 6th ed., Boston, 
1893. The first edition of Widmonstadt (1665) is still the best, or 
that of [Leuaden and] Schaaf, Lugd. Bat 1709, 4to, together with 
the Lex. Syr. Concord, of O. Schaaf (ed sec 1717); then the 
editions of the American Bible Society of New York (with 
Nestorian vocalization), except for the Gospels, which are now 
at hand in the ed. of Puaey-Gwiiliam (Oxf. 1901). 

Of Dissertations on the text of the NT besides those con- 
nected with the discovery of 9*, there are none to be mentioned 
of recent times. 

The Later Versions of the NT.— I. The 
Philoxeniana. — Syriac scholars did not rest satis- 
lied with the Pesh. NT. In the year 608 Aksenaya 
or Philoxenns, bishop of Mabbogh (485-519), with 
the help of his chorepiscopus, Polycarp, undertook 
a literal translation of the whole Bible. Besides 
the NT, the Psalms in this version are mentioned 
by Moses of Aggel (between 550 and 570), and 
portions of Isaiah survived in the Add. MSS 17106 
of the British Museum, and have been edited by 

* Bensly died a few daya after the return to Cambridge, 23rd 
April 1893. 

t Reviews and papers called forth by the publication are 
mentioned, Urt. 112 n. ; add to them Farrar in the Expositor, 
Jan. 1896. On the reading Mt l' 8 'Joseph, to whom the Virgin 
Mary was betrothed, begat Jesus,' see the correspondence in the 
Academy, 1894, Nov. 17, 24, Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, 29; 1895, Jan. 5, 
12. April 13, May 18, June 8, 29, by Allen, Badham. Charles, 
Cornier, Conybeare, Farrar, Lewis, Nestle, Rahlfa (who first 
pointed out that it was'' also found in Greek, 29th Dec), 
Sunday, Sitncox, White; further, G. H. Skipwith, 'The first 
chapter of St. Matthew's Gospel in the light of recent research ' 
(Nottingham Tracts, iii., London, 1895); and the Additional 
Notes in the second vol. of Weetcott-Hort's Greek Testament, 
(reprint 1896). 
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Ceriani (Monumenta sacra et pro/ana, V. i. 1-40, 
1373). The text of the Gospels exists, according 
to Bernstein (Das Eoangelium des Joluznnes, 1853, 
pp. 3, 29), in the codex A2 of the Bibliotheca An- 
gelica at Rome. In 1884 Isaac H. Hall published 
Syriac Manuscript Gospels of a pre-Harklensian 
version, Ads ana Epistles of the Peshito version, 
written {probably) between 700 and 900 (Phila- 
delphia). 

The minor epistles of the Philoxeniana were 
first published by Ed. Pococke (Leiden, 1030), and 
still earlier (1612) at Mayence a Latin translation 
of them (by Nicolaus Servasius, Comment, in 
Epist. Canonicas) from a MS brought to Rome. 
Pococke's text was taken over into the Peshito 
editions of the NT and emended by Lee (1823); 
still more in the New York impression, 1888. 
Gwynn collated fifteen MSS and gave a survey of 
the chief points, pending the publication of the 
emended text with a complete Apparatus Criticus 
(Hermathena, No. 16, vol. vii. pp. 281-314 ff. : 'The 
older Syriac Version of the Four Minor Catholic 
Epistles'). Cf., further, Ad. Merx, 'Die in der 
Peschito fehlenden Briefe des Neuen Testaments 
in arabischer der Philoxeniana entstamraender 
Uebersetzung. Nach der Abschrif t eines Manuscripts 
des Sinaiklosters von Frau A. Persis Burkitt 
vorbn'entlicht und mit Anmerknngen versehen' 
(ZA xii. 240-252, 348-381, xiii. 1-28). Merx fre- 
quently disagrees with Gwynn as to the value of 
the variants. 

2. The Harklensis. — A hundred years later the 
work of retranslation and revision was taken up 
at Alexandria for the OT by Paul of Telia (see p. 
445*), for the NT by Thomas of Harkel (Heraklea 
in Mesopotamia). This version comprises (as 

ftrinted at present), like the Philoxeniana, all the 
looks of the NT except Revelation, and was pub- 
lished under the (inappropriate) title of Versio 
Philoxeniana by Jos. White at Oxford, between 
1778 and 1803. A lacuna in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews ( 1 1 27 — 1 3 s8 ) has been supplied by Bensly 
(Cambridge, 1889). Its importance rests on the 
fact that one of the Greek MSS of Acts used by 
Thomas bore the closest relation to codex D, and 
that for the Epistles of Paul his text goes back to 
the library of Pamphilus (codex H). On Acts see 
Aug. Pott, Der Abendldndisehe Text der Apostel- 
gcschichte und die Wir-Quelle, Leipzig, 1900 ; R. 
Corssen, 'Die Recension der Philoxeniana durch 
Thomas von Mabug' {ZNTW, 1901, MS);* A. 
Hilgenfeld, ' Thomas von Heraclea und die Apostel- 
geschichte' (ZWTh, 43, 1900, 3). W. Deane had 
prepared a new edition ; it is an urgent want for 
the textual criticism, especially of Acts. 

3. Revelation. — A Syriac text of the last book 
of the NT was first published by L. de Dieu 
(Leiden, 1627) from a MS of Scaliger, now at 
Leiden, written by a certain Caspar from the land 
of the Hindus (' Hanravitarum,' as de Dieu read). 
The text of the Paris (and London) Polyglot seems 
to be taken from an independent MS. It does not 
belong to the original work of Polycarp, but to 
that of Thomas — a fact verified at last by the docu- 
mentary evidence of the Florence MS rediscovered 
by Gwynn (Hermathena, 1898 : ' On the recovery 
of a missing Syriac Manuscript of the Apocalypse,' 
pp. 227-245). 

The same scholar discovered, in 1892, in a codex 
belonging to Lord Crawford, another and older 
translation of Revelation, and published it as the 
first Syriac book issued from the Dublin University 
Press, in 1897 {The Apocalypse of St. John in a 

• To be used with caution. The intention of Thomas was 
certainly not ' to restore with the help of his Greek M83 the 
original text of Philoxenus,' and ' the old Syrian ' mentioned by 
him in Mt 27» 2»» Mk 8" is not Philoxenus. but the Peshito. 
Cf. also A. Hilgenfeld, ZWTh, 44 (1901), 318-320. 



Syriac Version hitherto unknown ; edited, . . . with 
Critical Notes on the Syriac Text and an annotated 
Reconstruction of the underlying Greek Text. To 
which is added an Introductory Dissertation on the 
Syriac Versions of the Apocalypse, Dublin, 4to). 

4. The pericope de adultera and other passages. 
(a) The passage Jn 8*"' 1 missing in the common 
Syriac Bible became known to the learned at an 
early date. Mara, bishop of Amid (about 519), 
wrote a Greek prologue to a copy of the Tetra- 
evangelium, in which this pericope had a place 
in canon 89, i.e. at Jn 8*, where also the pseudo- 
Athanasian Synopsis mentions it. With the Pro- 
logue this pericope has been translated into Syriac 
in the so-called Church history of Zaoharias Rhetor 
(Land, Anecdota Syriaca, iii. 252, 255). 

From a MS of Ussher (now in the Trinity Library 
of Dublin) the same passage had been printed by 
de Dieu, 1631 (Animaaversiones in quattuor Evan- 
gelia). A third translation was due to the abbot 
Mar Paul, apparently Paul of Telia ; a fourth has 
been printed by J. White (ex codice Barsalibcei 
at the end of the Gospels in his edition of the 
Philoxeniana, i. [1778] p. 559). See on these and 
other points J. Gwynn (Transactions, Dublin, 1881). 

(b) While scarcely one Syriac MS is known in 
Europe containing all 27 books of the present 
NT (see on this Gwynn, Transactions, 1886 and 
1893 ; and compare what Rahmani states about 
the Mosul ravSiKTijt, from which he published 
the Testamentum Domini nostri Jesu Christi 
[Pnpfatio, pp. ix, x]), there are some MSS that 
contain books which are no longer included in the 
NT, e.g. cod. 1700 in the University Library at 
Cambridge, from which The Epistles of St. Clement 
to the Corinthians in Syriac were edited by the late 
R. L. Bensly (Cambridge, 1899). In tl»e MS the 
Clementine Epp. stand between the Catholic and 
Pauline Epistles, and are divided like these into 
lectures for Church use. There are, again, the 
MSS from which that other pair of letters ascribed 
to Clement, de Virginibus or de Virginitate, were 
published by Wetstein (NT Gr. t. i. 1751, Prol. pp. 
1-26) and J. Th. Beelen (Lovanii, 1856 ; see on 
them J. P. N. Land, 'Syrische Bijdragen tot de 
Patristik,' in Godgeleerde Bijdragen van 1856-7). 

(c) On the Clementine Octateuch added as 
number 77-83 to the 76 books of the OT and NT in 
the Mosul Pandzktts just mentioned, see Rahmani, 
I.e. p. x. 

These and other instances show that the history 
of the NT Canon was in the Syriac Church different 
from its history in most other branches. 

5. The Palestinian 8yriac.— One other version 
remains to be noticed, namely, that used by the 
Mai kite (Greek) Church in Palestine and Egypt, 
written in a dialect more akin to the language of 
the Jewish Targums ; long known exclusively from 
a lectionary in the Vatican Library, called the 
Evangeliarium Hierosolymitanum ; described by 
Assemani and Adler (1789); published in 1861-64 
in two vols, by Count Fr. Miniscalchi Erizzo, and 
again— as his last work— by P. de Lagarde in his 
Bibliotheca Syriaca (Gbttingen, 1892) ; republished 
by Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson on the strength of 
two other MSS found on Mt. Sinai ( The Palestinian 
Syriac Lectionary of the Gospels, Ixmdon, 1899, 
4to). Quite recently new texts have been added 
from Acts and the Epistles of Paul, including 
Hebrews and James (Studia Sinaitica, No. vL), and 
the date and birthplace of this whole branch of 
literature have been elucidated by F. C. Burkitt 
(JThSt, ii. 174-185). In spite of its secondary 
character, it is not devoid of interest for textual 
criticism. In the Apparatus its symbol has been 
hitherto syr h or or 

• One of the urgent needs of textual criticism Is fitting 
symbols for the Syriac versions of the NT. lischendorf used 
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II. Old Testament.— 1. Tradition.— The Syri- 
ans themselves believed that a part of the OT was 
translated already in the time of Solomon at 
the request of king Hiram. Jesndnd, bishop of 
Hadeth, c. 852 A.D., mentions the books then trans- 
lated. Another tradition is that the version was 
due to the priest sent by the king of Assyria to 
Samaria ; whose name is variously given as Asa, 
Asya, Ezra, Uria, kdk, k-dm 2 K 17*. 1 Ch 15 18 , ed. 
Lee and Ceriani ; see the Literature quoted in 
U rt. p. 231, and add there Schatzhbhle, ed. Bezold, 

192. 3 'hk, codd. PL nmien, in Arabic <o „b. The 

rest of the books are said to have been added in 
the days of Addai and Abgar (see p. 645"). 

2. Origin. — Whether part of the version is of 

B re-Christian, or at least of Jewish origin (thus 
:ich. Simon, Hug, Geiger, Perles, Lagarue), is not 
certain, but it is possible. * There were many Jews 
in Mesopotamia, especially in Edessa, in early 
times. It may suffice to recall queen Helena and 
Izates, and the Abgar legend. In the latter a 
daily reading of 'the OT and NT] (p. 34) or 'the 
Law and the Prophets' (p. 44) is presupposed 
besides that of the Gospel, Acts, and Epistles (see 
p. 647'). 

3. Extent. — The Syriac OT was, on the whole, 
the same as the Hebrew Bible. Jesudad, for 
instance, knows that it counts 22 books ; but 
at a very early date the influence of the Greek 
Bible is felt. There are some notable peculiarities. 
Chronicles seems to have been wanting in the 
canon of the Nestorians, nor is it represented in 
the Massoretic labours of the Jacobites ; but it is 
found already in MSS of the 6th cent. (cod. Am- 
brosianus, Brit. Mus., Wright 25), with a division 
at 2 Ch 6 1 (in most MSS, not in Ambros. and 
Florent. ). Neither is Ezra-Nehemiah found in the 
Massoretic MSS, nor Esther in those of the Nes- 
torians. In the Bibles of the Jacobites Esther 
forms, together with Judith, Ruth, and Susanna, 
the « look of the women,' with 44C3 stichi. 

The arrangement of the books varies according 
to the MSS. The list on next col. gives them accord- 
ing to the order in the canonical list mentioned 
above, p. 647 b ; the figures for cols. 2-5 are taken 
from Abbe Martin's Introduction a la critique 
te.xtne.lle du NT, Partie theorique, Paris, 1883, p. 
667; cf., further, Gregory-Tischendorf, 3. 112, 1303; 
J. R. Harris, On the Origin of the Ferrar Group, 
Lond. 1893, 10, 26. 

Sole.— The Xomocantm of Barhebneus, eh. 7, f 8 (p. 103, ed. 
Bedjan) on the number of the holy books and those besides (if*), 
quotes canon 81 of the Apostles, that all clergy and laymen 
ought to have the Holv Scriptures of the OT, i.e. 6 books of 
Moses, Josh., Judges, Ruth, Judith; 4 books of Kings; 2 of 
Chron. ; 2 of Ezra ; Esth., Job ; 8 of Mac. ; Job, David ; 5 of 
Solomon ; 16 Prophets. Of ' books without,' there is to be Bar 
Asira for the teaching of the young. The NT is to include 4 
Gospels, 14 letters of Paul, 2 of Peter. 3 of John ; James, Jude ; 
2 of Clement, 8 books of the mysteries of the same Clement, 
and the Praxeis of the Apostles. I 

The elucidation says that the 4 of Kings are Samuel and 
Kings, and of Solomon we know only 4 (Prov., Eccl., Cant., 
Wisd.); and it is possible that the 5th is that which is in- 
scribed ' the deep Proverbs of Solomon ' ; and the Book of 
Susanna is reckoned with Daniel. 

Then he quotes the irreat Athanaslus on the great Wisdom, 
Bar Asira. Esther, Judith, Tobia, what is called Wrafuf «(r»o 
ri\w, and the Shepherd ; Dionysius of Alexandria on Revela- 
tion as being by Cerinthus or another John ; Oriircn on He- 
brews, Apocalypiris Paxdi, and other Revelations, The Doctrine 
of the Apottlei, Epistle of Barnabas, Tobia, the Shepherd, Bar 

ayi-ou, syr br or &'«•, eyr"* ( = Schaaf-Peshito), syrP (=posterior 
= Philoxeniana), syr" hlt (= White = Heraclensis). Westcott-Hort 
used 8.vr T, =syr™, ond now syr ert and syr tin (see vol. ii. 
1890, notes, p. 6), syr vg( = Peshito),syr hl( = Harklean), syr hr. 
Zahn proposed S' = Peshito, S 2 = Philoxeniana, S 3 = Harklensis : 
for the Gospels So, Ss, Sh. To avoid figures, the Philoxeniana 
might be represented by S?, the versions of Thomas by Sfi. 

• In support of the Jewish origin of the Syr. version of 
Chronicles, Ndldeke (Alttett. Lit. p. 108) quotes the translation 
of 1 Ch 5 2 ' from Judah will go out (piSJ) the king Messiah ' ; the 
copyist of cod. F wrote pDi (' has gone out 



Asira ; the Patriarch Cyriacus on the Book of Hierotheos a* 
being not by him, but probably by the heretic Stephen bar 
Sudaile. 
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Ex. . . 
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3660 


3626 


Lev. 


2684 


2445 
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=2 


2454 


Num. . 


3481 


3560 


= 2 


=2 


3521 


Deut. . 


2982 


2979 


2783 


=3 


2796 


Pent.* . 


17041 










Josh. . 


1953 


2167 


2150 


2160 


=2 


Judges . 


2088 


2249 


= 2 


2U89 


4033 


Sam. . 


3436 


5230 


= 2 


= 2 


= 1 


Kings . 


6113 


5323 


= 2 


= 2 




Ruth . 


246 




= 1 


= 1 




David . 


4830 


= 1 


= 1 


= 1 




Chron. t 


3553 








5630 


Job . . 


1548 




2553 


=3 


=3 


Prov.J . 
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=2 


= 2 
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[Cant.] . 
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=2 
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= 3 
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Jer. . . 
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4824 


= 3 




Lam. 


433 










Dan. . 


1555 




2273 


=3 




Ezek. . 


4376 


4154 


=2 


=2 




Esth. . 
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Ezra . 


2308 








2361 


1 Mac. . 


2766 










2 Mac. . 


5600 










Judith . 


1268 




= 1 


= 1 




Wisd. || . 


1550 




1236 


= 3 




Sir. 11 . 


2550 




2500 


= 3 




Total . 


71574 











A singular division found in some MSS is that 
the Law (wnw) is directly followed by irai nana 
Kyvo = liber sessionum, (Jip\os KaOto-udTuif, i.e. Job, 
Josh., Judges, Sam., Kings, Prov., Sir., Eccl., Ruth, 
Canticles. 

The Psalter also is divided into KaBUruara (20). 
This is the favourite book of the Syriac Church, 
which must be known by heart if one wishes to 
become a deacon, and was recited daily by certain 
monks. In accurate MSS there are Massoretical 
notes ; cf. the edition of Bedjan (Liber Psnlmorum, 
horarum diurnarum, ordinis officii divini et homi- 
liarum roqationum ad usum scholanim, Parisiis, 
1886, p. 117). 

The number of Psalms is ISO, of Hallelujahs 20, Sections 
(Krin*) 29, Embolisms («0,t?"}C) 67, Stichi (KDJTB) 4SS3, and 
Books ft. The number of Words is 19,034, and the number of 
Letters 90,862. ' Lord ' occurs 732 times, ' God ' 400, ' because ' 
(7BC) 286, 'Moses' 0, 'Aaron* 0, 'Jacob' 24, 'Samuel' 1, 
• Benjamin ' 2, ' Israel ' 44, 1 namely ' (TJ) 5, ' but ' (]n) 5. And 
' know that there is not found in David the form rt'nn for the 
preposition " under," as there is not found ninn in the Apostle'; 
ninn occurs 13 times ; and ' from now and to eternity ' 4 times. 

There is a strange statement at the head of many 
Psalter MSS (already in the cod. Ambr.) that 
the Psalms were translated from the Palestinian 
language into Hebrew, from Hebrew into Greek, 
from Greek into Syriac. In the cod. Hunt 109 
(Oxford, Bodleian) this statement is transferred 
to the whole Syriac OT, and in cod. Rich 7154 

• xrrnx. t manan iso. 

: ktiS&t t*roan (read kWiS-i). t "cvm. 

I KTCan. i KVOX "13. 
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(Brit. Mas.) it is stated that the (Syriac) Psalter 
was translated from the Palestinian into Hebrew, 
according to the translation of Symmachus the 
Samaritan. Other Psalters have the heading 
KpiBn, which is intelligible of the Gospels of the 
Separate (see pp. 646, 648), but scarcely of the 
Psalms. (Does it mean a Church-Psalter, detached 
from the Bible?*) Many liturgical additions are 
found in the Church -Psalters (see, e.g., the edition 
of Bedjan, which contains, of 'Canticles' at the 
end of the Psalter, Ex 15, Ts 42, Dt 32). 

Besides the books of the Greek and Hebrew 
Bibles, complete MSS called KadokiKol or -ra»- 
Sixrip (KopuB ik K'p'^inup), like the cod. Ambro- 
sianus, have preserved the Apocalypse of Baruch.t 
4 Ezra, 4 and 5 Maccabees, % »•«• the history of 
Samuna, and Josephus BJ v. Apart from Bible 
MSS, many other pieces of apocryphal and pseud- 
epigraphical literature have been preserved to us in 
Syriac.§ On the Syriac text of Sirach see above, 
p. 546 ; of Tobit only the version of Paul of Telia 
is preserved, and this only down to 7" ; the rest is 
still later. Of the first Book of Maccabees the 
cod. Ambrosianus preserved a second recension. 

4. Character of the Version. — The value of the 
Version varies greatly, as it is not the work of a 
single hand. The Pentateuch keeps close to the 
Heb. text and Jewish exegesis, but has interesting 
details ; it knows, for instance, or thinks it knows, 
that the rare word ."n23 denotes the ' parasang.' 
Genesis, Isaiah (30 20 46 s - •), the Twelve, the Psalter, 
show marks of having been influenced by the 
Septuagint ; II Ruth is paraphrastic, Job literal, 
Chronicles like a Targum ; the version of Pro- 
verbs has lieen used by the Targumists. Many 
of the books of the OT have been made the subject 
of special studies, whose results we now posses*, 
mostly in the shape of Inaugural Dissertations ; 
but new investigations are necessary. 

5. Editions.— The printed text of the Syriac OT 
is in a most deplorable state, all editions going 
back to the Paris Polyglot of Michel le Jay (Paris, 
1645). This was reproduced without any note- 
worthy improvements in Walton's London Poly- 
glot (1657) ; Lee reproduced the same text with' a 
few emendations and several misprints for the 
British Bible Society (1821). The iJrmia edition 
of the American Missionaries (1852) is a reproduc- 
tion of Lee in Nestor ian characters with Nestor ian 
vowels and with improved spellings. At last the 
Dominicans at Mosul published an edition of the 
Syriac Bible (3 vols. 1887-92), which the present 
writer has not seen, but which, he is afraid, will 
not satisfy our wants. Ccriani's photolithographic 
reproduction of the cod. Ambrosianus (1876-81, 
Milano, 200 frs.) is not within the reach of the 
general student ; and as the editions of Urmia 
and the Bible Society are scarce or out of print, 
there is a crying need for a new edition of one 
of the most important, versions of the OT. Only 
for the Libri Apocryphi or (as he wished afterwards 

• See Wright's Catalogue of Syriac MSS in the Brit. Mus. i. 
116 n., and Church Quart. Rev., Apr. 1896, p. 130. 

t See The Apocalypse of Baruch translated from the Syriac, 
chs. L-Ixxvii. from the 6th cent. MS in the Ambrosian Library, 
and chs. lxxviii.-lxxxvii. ; The Epistle of Baruch from a new 
and critical text based on the MSS, and published herewith, 
edited with Introduction, Notes, and Indices by R. H. Charles, 
London, 1806. 

{ The Fourth Book of Maccabees and Kindred Documents in 
Syriac : edited by the late R. L. Bensly ; with Introduction and 
Translation by W. E. Barnes, Cambridge, 1896. 

§ 4 The Colloquy of Moses on Mount Sinai,' by Isaac H. Hall 
[Text and Translation] (Hebraica, vii. 3, Apr. 1891, 161-177); 
R. H. Charles, The Ethiopic Version of the Hebrew Book of 
Jubilees, Oxl 1895, App. hi. ; "The Apocalypse of Adam' (ed 
Renan, Journ. As. v. 2 (1853), 427 ff.); James, Apocrypha Anec- 
data. 

H W. Emery Barnes, ' On the Influence of the Septuagint on 
the Pesbitta' (JThSt, U. 186, 187); J. Fred. Ben*, The Influence 
of the Septuagint upon the P'ilftd Psalter (Diss. Columbia 
Coll.), New York, 1895, p. v, 160. 



to entitle the book) Libri Deuterocanonici we have | 
the edition of P. de Lagarde (Lips. 1861). The 
country of Ussher, who intended himself to bring 
out such an edition, the country of Walton and of 
Buchanan, has here a task to discharge that will 
amply reward itself.* 

Litsraturk, — A. Cerianl, 'le edlzion! e I manoscritti delle 
veraione Siiiache del vecchio testamento ' (I860, Alii of lite 
Lombardian Institute); Bernstein ('Syrische Studien' in ZDMO 
iii. 887-896; Emendations); Alfr. Rohlfs, 'Beit rage rur Text- 
kritik der Peschita ' (ZATW. 1889, 161-210); R. Oottheil, 'Zur 
Textkritik der P»sitt*' (MUteilungen des akadem itchen orien- 
talischen Vereins zu Berlin, No. 2, 1889, 21-28) ; J. Prager, de 
Veteris Testamenli versione Syriaea, quam Peschittho vacant, 
qUcestiones criticce, pt. L, Gottingse, 1875; J. A. Edgren, "The 
Peshito' (Hebrew Student, i. i. 1882); P. J. Gloog, *The early 
Syriac Versions ' (The Monthly Interpreter, April 1885, p. 244 ff.) ; 
G. Hoffmann, Opuscula A'estoriana, Kiel, 1880, and 'but Gesch. 
des syr. Bibeltextes' (ZATW, 1881, p. 159 ff.). 

On the Pentateuch: L. Hirzel, de Pentateuehi versionii 
syr. (peschito) indole commentatio criiicc-exeaetiea, Lips. 1816 ; 
S. D. Luzxatto, Philoxenus s. de Onkelosi chald. Pentateuchx 
versione, Acc. appendix de Syriasmis in chaldd. paraphrasibus 
Veteris Testamenli, Vindob. 1S30 ; J. M. Schonfelder, Onkelos 
und Peschittho, Munchen, 18(39 ; Jos. Perles, Meletrmata Pes- 
chitthoniana, VratisL I860 ; F. Tuch, de Lipsiensi cod. Penta- 
teuehi syr. MS, pt i., Lips. 1849, 4to. A reprint of the Penta- 
teuch from Walton's Polyglot was intended by J. D. Amnion, 
1747 (see Urt. 227), and executed by G. Kirzsch (Hof» et Lips. 
1787, 4to).— Samuel : Emanuel Schwartz, Die syrische Ueberset- 
zun.7 des ersten Bitches Samuelis (Inaug. Diss., Giessen), Berlin, 
1897, 104 pp.— Rings: J. Berlinger, Die Peschitta turn I (III) 
Buch der Kbnige, Frankfurt, 1897, 60 pp.- Chronicles: CI. A. 
Reg. Tottermann, pDT3*l wranp leniJTB cum hebraeis collata, 
HetoingforsljB, 1870 ; 8. Frankel, 'Die svrische Ubersetziing zu 
den Buchern der Chronik' (Ztschr.f. prof . Theol. 5 (1879), 508- 
636, 720-759 ; W. E. Barnes, An apparatus criticus to Chronicles 
in the Peshitta Version, with a discussion of the value of the 
Codex Ambrosianus, Cambridge, 1807 1 ; see also A. Kloster- 
mann (art. 'Chronik '..in PRE* iv. 85 ff.).— Esth-r : Jul. 
Grant nil, Die syrische Ubersetzung zum Buche Esther (Diss.), 
Hreslau, 1900, 65 pp. — Job : Edu. Stenil, Detyriaca libri J obi in- 
terpretatione quae Peschtta xocatur. Pars prior, Uelsingforsin, 
1887 ; A. Mandl, Die Pescliittha zu Hiob (Diss,), Leipz. 1892, 36 
pp. ; Eberh. Baumann, ' Die Verwendbarkeit der Pesita zum 
Buch IJob fur die Textkritik* (ZATW xviii. 257-266, xix. 16-95, 
xx. 177-201, 264-307).— Psalms: Fr. Dietrich, Commentatio de 
psalUrii usu publico et divisione in ecrlesia Syriaea, Marburg, 
1862, 4to (Indices lectionum); Andr. Oliver, A Translation of 
the Syriac Peshito Version of the Psalms of Darid, with notes 
critical and explanatory, Boston, 1861 ; Prager, see above ; 
Berg, see preced. col. n. I ; Fr. Baethgen, Untersuchungen Hber 
die Psalmen nach der Peschita, i., Kiel, 1878, 4to, sequel in 
Ztschr.f. prot. Theol. viii. 405-459, 593-067 ; Berth. Oppenheimcr, 
Die Syr. Ubersetzung des funj ten Buches der Psalmen, Leipzig, 
1891; L. Techen, * Svrisch-Hebraisches Glossar zu den I Wine n 
nach der Peschita' (ZATW xvii. (1897) 129-171, 280-331) [similar 
glossaries for other books would be useful and supply a Con- 
cordance) ; G. Diettrich, ' Eine Jakobitische Einleitung" in den 
Psalter' . . . Giessen, 1901, xlvfl. 167(Beihcfte zu ZATW 5).— 
Proverbs: J. A. Dathe, De ratione consensus vers. Chaldaictt 
et syriaea Prooerbiorum Salomoiiis, Lips. 1764 ; 8. Maybaum, 
' tfber die Sprache des Targum zu den Sprilchen und dessen 
Verhaltniss zum Syrer' in Merx, Archiv, ii. 1 (1871), 66-93; 
Th. Noldeke, ' Das Tanrum zu den Spruchen von der Peschito 
abhangig ' (ib. ii. 2 (>872), 246-249) ; Herm. Pinktiss, ' Die 
8yrische fjbersetzung der Proverbien 1 (ZA TW xiv. [1894] 1, 66- 
141, 101-222) ; H. P. Chajex, ' Etwas fiber die Pesita zu den Pro- 
verbien ' (JQR, Oct. 1900, 86-91).— Canticles: 8. Euringer, 'Die 
Bedeutung der Peschitto fur die Textkritik des Hohenliedes' 
(Biblische Studien, vi. 115-128).— Eccleslastes : Animadoer- 
siones critica; in versione m syriacam Peschitthonianam Libro- 
rum Koheleth et Ruth, Auctore Oeorgius (!) Jaiiichs, Vratis- 
lavioi, 1871 (Diss.), Marb. 1869. —Prophets: A. Klostermann 
(PRE* viii. 707, on Isaiah); Warzavoski, Peshita zu Jes. 1-39, 
Giessen, 1897 ; Heinr. Weiss, Die Peschitta zu Drnterojesaja 
(Pins ), Halle, 1893; Armin Abelesz, Die syrische Ubersetzung 
der Klagelifdcr (Diss.), Giessen, 1S96, 43 pp. ; H. Corn ill, Da* 
Buch des Propheten Ezechiel, 1886, pp. 137-1E6 (cf. Ralilfs and 
Pinkuss); C. A. Credner, De prophetarum minorum versione 
sifriaea quam Peshito dicunt indole. Diss. i. [unica], Gott. 
1827 ; Mark Sebok (Schonb^rger), Die syrische Uebersetzung 
der ztcblf kleinen Propheten, Bresiau, 1887, 75 pp. ; V Ryssel, 



* Cf. W. E. Barnes, * The printed editions of the Peshitta of 
the OT' (Expos. Times, Sept 1698, 660-562). An edition of the 
{'Balms may be expected from this scholar in 1902. An ed. of 
the OT is advertised from Berlin (Reuther Si Reichard) as in 
preparation by Beer and Brockelmann. 

1 Shows how deplorable the text of our printed Bibles is, 
resting as it does on the authority of MS syr. 6 at Paris, a 
wretched copy of the 17th cent, and its corrections, omitting 
several clauses and a passage of 54 verses (1 Ch Se 1 ^?* 1 )! 
Cod. F adds to the title j'Dnai TSO the note that it is written 
by the priest pm' (see Neh 120), and is also called K3n3 
WtTBm ' book of the missing (things)' (srs^aiin/«i»). 
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Untemtchungen uber . . . Mieha, 1887; Wahl, • Verglelchung 
der syr. kirchl. Ueberaetzung dee Propheten Amos, nach der 
Londoner Ausgabe, mit Ephracm dea Syrera ayr. Text* ' {Maya- 
zin J. alte,.bei. morgenal. und bibl. Lit., zweite Lieferung, 
Caaael, 1789, p. 80 IT.). —Apocrypha: J. J. Kneucker, Dot Buck 
Barueh, Lejpxig, 1869, pp. 190-198; Th. Nrildeke, 'Die Texte 
dea Buches Tobit' (Monattberichte der Berliner Akademie, 1897, 
♦6-69) ; Trendelenburg, 'Primi libri Maccab. Grace cum versione 
syriaca collatio ' (Repert. fur bibl. u. nwrgenl. Lit. xv. 58-153) ; 
G. Schmidt, * Die beiden ayriachen Uebersetzungen dea eraten 
Makkabaerbuchs ' (ZATW xvii. (1897) 1-47) ; Falula Jotephi et 
Atenetha Apocrypha « libro lyriaeo latine vena, Diss. . . . 
Oust. Oppenheim, Berolini, 1886, 60 pp. . 

On the other translations of the OT into Syriac 
we must be very brief. 

( 1 ) On the labours of Paul of Telia on the Syriac 
Hexapla, see art. Septuacint, p. 446 f., and 
Urt. p. 235 ; and add to the Literature : G. Kerber, 
' Syrohexaplarische Frogmente zu Leviticus und 
Deuteronomium aus Bar - HebneuB gesammelt ' 
(ZATW xvi. (1896) 249-264). 

(2) On the revision which Jacob of Edessa under- 
took in the years 704 and 705, see Urt. 236; 
Wright, p. 17. Michael the Great (1167-1200) tells 
of him that he became a Jew, because he suspected 
that the Jews, out of jealousy, had not communi- 
cated to the Gentiles all their hooks (see Die 
Canones Jacobs von Edessa iibersetzt . . . von C. 
Kayser, 1881, p. 52 f.). 

(3) The statement that Mar Abba (+552) 'trans- 
lated and explained ' (pro and oim) the OT and NT 
from the Greek is made by Barhebro?us, Ebedjesu, 
and seems to hint at more than a commentary. 

(4) On the version of the Psalms ascribed to 
Polycarp the author of the Philoxeniana, see 
Cenani, le edizioni, p. 5, and Merx (ZA 349). 

(5) From Greek ecclesiastical writers, Fred. Field 
(Origenis Hexapla i.) collected more than 90 quota- 
tions introduced by 6 Stfpot. Most of them seem 
to refer to the Peshito ; * see Swete, Introd. p. 58, 
and Harnack, TU vi. 3, 31, 44 f. 

(6) The fragments of the Mai kite Version of the 
OT comprise now portions of Gen., Ex., Nu., Deut., 

* One of the tasks to be discharged by future workers is to 
collect from the Greek Fathers all references to the Syriac 
language and literature. 



1 and 3 Kings, Is., Joel, Zech., Job, Ps., Prov., 
Wisd. ; see p. 447» and Urt. p. 237. 

On the work of the Moasoretea (formerly believed to be itself 
a version called veraio Karkaphenais or Montana) see the Abbe 
Martin, ' Histoire de la ponctuation ou de la Massore chez lea 
Syrians,' in Journal Atiatique, Mars-Avril, 1875). 

From the Syriac MSS lying in the libraries of 
Europe the history of the transmission of the 
Bible might be very well illustrated ; and much 
useful material mignt be gathered from the Com- 
mentaries of the Syrian divines, even from so late 
a scholar as Gregory Barhebrieus (see J. Goetts- 
berger, 4 Barhebraus und seine Scholien zur heiligen 
Schrift,' in Biblische Studien, v. 4, 5, 1900). 

Eb. Nestle. 

SYROPHCENICIAN (Zi-oo^oWcra, ZvpodfotwtKio-ea 
WH, Si)pa 4>ocWK«r<ra WHmg) occurs only in Mk 
7* as the national name of a woman who is called 
in Mt 15 22 'a Canaanitish (Xaravala) woman,' ».«. 
not a Jewess, but a descendant of the early in- 
habitants of the Phoenician coast - lands (see 
CANAAN). On ethnic and other grounds it is 
unlikely that the prefix Zvpo- was meant to dis- 
tinguish the district from the Carthaginian sea- 
board, called byStrabo (xvii. 19) if rfflr Ai/3i^«W*wr 
yij, the latter being a mongrel race (Livy, xxi. 22), 
and the alleged contrast being of no moment in 
the narrative. The term probably denotes a Syrian 
resident in Phoenicia proper, and may have been 
in current use before Hadrian adopted it as the 
official title of one of the three provinces into 
which he divided Syria. In Ac 21 l * the two parts 
of the term are already used interchangeably. 
Tradition (Clementine Homilies, ii. 19, iii. 73) gives 
the name of Justa to the woman concerned in the 
incident, and that of Bernice to her daughter. 
Swete, following but correcting Euthymius Ziga- 
benus, argues from the context, witli some force, 
that the woman, though of Phoenician extraction, 
was Greek in speech as well as in religion. 

K. W. Moss. 

8YRTI8.— See Quicksands. 
8YZYGU8.— See Synzygus, p. 644, 



T 



TAANACH Ohj/B} once, Jos 12 s1 twice, 
1 K 4 W , 1 Ch 7" ^jyi?, which is the form adopted 
uniformly by Baer).— An ancient royal city of the 
Canaanites, whose king was amongst those whom 
Joshua smote (Jos 12"). It lay within the terri- 
tory allotted to Issachar, but belonged to Man- 
asseh, and was given to the Kohathite Levites. 
The Canaanites were not driven out, but they 
were put to tribute, or obliged to do personal 
service, as the Israelites increased in strength 
(Jos 17 u 21 s9 , Jg l", 1 Ch 7 a9 ). Near Taanach, 
perhaps on lands belonging to the city, was fought 
the decisive battle between Barak and the kings 
of Canaan, which is celebrated in the triumphant 
song of Deborah (Jg 5'"). The city was in the 
rich district from which Baana, one of Solomon's 
twelve commissariat officers, drew supplies for the 
royal household (1 K 4 12 ); and is mentioned in 
close connexion with Megiddo — 'Taanach by (or 
* upon ') the waters of Megiddo ' ( Jg 5' 9 ). It was 
apparently one of the line of fortresses (Dor, 
Megiddo, Taanach, and Bethshean) which stretched 
across the country from west to east, and guarded 
the main avenues of approach to the great plain 
of Esdraelon from the south. As such it is men- 
tioned with Megiddo in the list of Thothmes III. 
at Karnak, ana again in the list of Sheshonk. 



(Shishak) (Max Mailer, Asicn u. Enrop. 158, 170). 
Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. Qaaydx, OardK, 
Thaanach) describe it as 'a very large village,' 4 
or 3 Roman miles from Legio, and it is now 
Ta'annuk, about 4£ miles from Lejjun. In the 13th 
cent, the manor of Thanis (Taanach) is noted as 
forming part of the possessions of the Abbey of 
St. Mary in the valley of Jehoshaphat at .Jerusalem. 
Ta'annuk is a small village on the S.E. slope of 
a large isolated mound, 'Tell Ta'annuk at the S. 
edge of the plain of Esdraelon. The mound is 
covered with fragments of pottery and shapeless 
ruins, and there are ancient cisterns, wells, and 
rock-hewn tombs. Below the village is a small 
mosque, which was i>erhaps a cimrch. 

The LXX readings are as follows :— 

Jos 1231 Bom., AB»t»x, Luc. <»««»^x- 

„ 17" „ do., „ T«»«x, „ do. 

„ 21» „ T«.«x. „ tW-x, „ do. 
Jgl« „&»,«*, „'E«0»hm3, „ 'E»««.««i (?'E*=r,K 

[Redpath]). 

„ 6" „ „ 

1 K 4"> „ on., „ h Ai&y*. 

1 Ch 7» „ »mi.iti„ „ «««>»;t. 

Liter atuek. — Guerin, Samarie, ii. 226 ; PEF Mem. U. 46, 
68 ; G. A. Smith, UGHL 888, 389; Baedeker-8ocin, Pal.* 241; 
Robinson, BRP* li. 316, lii. 117. C. W. WILSON. 
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TAANATH-SHILOH (rfjtf njw; B Qi,»aaa k*\ 
SeXXiprd, A TijvaOtrTjXA ; Luc. 8ip>a0a<n}\c&). — A town 
on the N.E boundary of Ephraim, mentioned 
between Michmethatn and Janoah (Jos 16 s ). 
Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. Oyydd) state that 
Taanath-shiloh was 10 Roman miles E. of Neapolis 
on the road to the Jordan, and called in their day 
Thena. This is probably the Thena (Qqt>a) men- 
tioned by_ Ptolemy (v. xvi. 5) as one of the towns 
of Samaria. It was identified by Van de Velde 
with Tana about 7 miles from A/dblus (Neapolis), 
and 2 miles N. of YdnUn (Janoah), The ruins, 
foundations, caves, cisterns, and rock-hewn tombs 
are on one of the Roman roads leading from 
Neapolis to the Jordan Valley (PEF Mem. iL 
232, 245). 

The Talmuds explain the word Taanath by 
' threshold,' and hold Taanath-shiloh to have been 
a long, narrow strip of land belonging to Joseph 
which ran southwards into the territory of Ben- 
jamin, and included the site of Shiloh. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TABAOTH, 1 Es 5* f>. (B To/SttcW, A Ta/3c£0), and 
TABBAOTH (riw), ?zr '2* (B TapM, A Ta/9/9ati0, 
Luc. Ta/9aw0) = Neh 7" (B Tap<L0, A and Luc. as 
before). — The eponym of a family of Nethinim 
who are said to have returned with Zerubbabel. 

TABBATH (nys; B TapdO, A TapdO; Tebbalh).— 
The Midianites, after Gideon's night attack, fled 
to Beth -ah Utah, towards Zererah, as far as the 
border of Abel-meholah by Tabbath (Jg 7*). No 
trace of the site of Tabbath has yet been found, 
but it must have been in the Jordan Valley, and 
probably not far from the spot, to the south of 
Bethshean, where the hills of Samaria approach 
the river. C. W. Wilson. 

TABEEL (Sk=p ' God is good ' or [Winckl.] ' God 
is wise ' ; the pointing Vxap in Is 7 a may be simply 
due to pause [Ols., Konig], or, more probably, may 
be designed to suggest the sense ' good for nothing ' 
[S* neg. ; so Del., Dillm., Nold., Duhm, Stade, 
Marti, and Or/. Heb. Lex.]; LXX Tapo}\).— 
1. See Rezin, p. 267*. 2. A Persian official in 
Samaria who was one of the parties to the letter 
to Artaxerxes, which was designed to hinder the 
rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem, Ezr 4 7 . 

J. A. Selmr. 

TABELLIUB (Ta/MXXwi), 1 Es 2" (LXX ") = 
Tabeel, Ezr 4 7 . 

TABER.— Only in Nah 2*, in the description of 
the destruction of Nineveh, when Huzzad 1 is 
carried away, and her handmaids mourn as with 
the voice of doves, tabering (Amer. RV 'beating') 
upon their breasts ' [lit. ' hearts ' ; 1.73a ^"Sy rrtsrru?]. 
Beating the breast was a familiar Oriental custom 
in mourning (see the illustration in Ball's Light 
/rom tlie East, p. 119, and cf. Is 32 ,J [RV, but the 
text is doubtful]). The word here used means lit. 
' drumming ' (cf. Ps 68 -J8 , its only other occurrence, 
and see illustration in vol. iii. p. 462 b ). The LXX 
<p0eyy6ne»at implies a reading nis^yia, which is used 
in Is 29* of the voice of a wailing woman. Stade 
is inclined to prefer this to the MT. 

The English word 'taber* means a small drum, usually 
accompanying a pipe, both instruments being played by 
the same performer. Other forms are ' tabor,' ' taliour,' and 
'tambour'; and dim. forms are 'tabret' and ' tambourine.' 
The word; are originally Arabic, and entered the English 
language through Old French, a step between French and 
Arabic being the Spanish. For the subst. cf. Shaks. Winter's 
Tale, iv. iv. 188—' If you did but hear the pedlar at the door, 
you would never dance again after a tabor and pipe.' The verb 
is rarer, cf. Chaucer, Good Women, 364— 

' In your court is many a losengeour, . . . 
That tabouren in your eres many a soun, 
Bight after bir imaginacioun.' 

J. A. Seldie. 



TABERAH i*VR9 ; LXX 'Evwvpurpfo). — A station 
in Israel's journeyings in the wilderness of Paran 
(Nu 11», Dt 9"). Its name Tab'erah ( = ' burning 
or place of burning ') is said to have been given to 
it 'because the hre of the Lord burnt among 
them ' (Nu 11* [prob. E]). The place, which is not 
named in the itinerary of Nu 33, has not been 
identified. 

TABERNACLE. — 

I. The Tabernacle of the oldest sources. 

ii. The Tabernacle of the priestly writers. The literary 

sources. 

iii. The nomenclature of the Tabernacle. 

iv The fundamental conception of the 8anctuary in P. 
Nature and gradation of the materials employed in ita 
construction. 

General arrangement and symmetry of the Sanctuary. 
The Court of the Dwelling. 

vi. The furniture of the Court— (a) the Altar of Bumt- 

offering ; (6) the Laver. 

vii. The Tabernacle proper— (a) the Curtains and Coverings ; 

(6) the wooden Framework ; (<•) the arrangement of 
the Curtains, the divisions of the Dwelling, the Veil 
and the Screen. 

viii. The furniture of the Holy Place— (a) the Table of Shew- 

bread or Presence-Table ; (6) the golden Lampstand ; 
(c) the Altar of Incense. 

ix. The furniture of the Most Holy Place— the Ark and 

the Propitiatory or Mercy-seat. 

x. Erection and Consecration of the Tabernacle. 

xi. The Tabernacle on the march. 
xiL The Historicity of P's Tabernacle. 

xiii. The ruling Ideas and religious Significance of the 
Tabernacle. 

Literature. 

The term tabernaculum, whence * tabernacle ' of 
the Eng. VSS since Wyclif, denoted a tent with 
or without a wooden framework, and, like the 
<TKijy^ of the Gr. translators, was used in the Latin 
VSS to render indiscriminately the hnm or goats' - 
hair 'tent' and the njp or 'booth' (which see) 
of the Hebrews. Its special application by the 
Romans to the tent or templum minus of the augurs 
made it also a nut altogether inappropriate ren- 
dering of the [?yi? or 'dwelling' of the priestly 
writers (see § iii.), by which, however, the etymo- 
logical signification of the latter was disregarded, 
and the confusion further increased. The same 
confusion reigns in our A V. The Revisers, as they 
inform us in their preface, have aimed at greater 
uniformity by rendering mishkan by ' tabernacle ' 
and 'ohel by 'tent' (as AV had already done in 
certain cases, see § iii.). It is to he regretted, 
however, that they did not render the Heb. sukkdh 
with equal uniformity by ' l»ooth ' (e.g. in Mt 17* 
and parallels), and particularly in the case of the 
Feast of Booths (EV Tabernacles)* 

i. The Tent or Tabernacle of the oldest 
Sources. — Within the limits of this art. it is 
manifestly impossible to enter in detail into the 
problems of history and religion to which the 
study of ' the tabernacle' and its appointments, as 
these are presented by the priestly authors of our 
Pentateuch, introduces the student of the OT. 
The idea of the tabernacle, with its Aaronic 
priesthood and ministering Levites, lies at the 
very foundation of the religious institutions of 
Israel as these are conceived and formulated in 
the priestly sources. To criticise this conception 
here -a conception which has dominated Jewish 
and Christian thought from the days of Ezra to 
our own — would lead us at once into the heart of 
the critical controversy which has raged for two 
centuries round the literature and religion of the 
OT. Such a task is as impossible to compass here 
as it is unnecessary. The almost universal accept- 
ance by OT scholars of the post-exilic date of the 
books of the Pentateuch in their present form is 
evident on every page of this Dictionary. On this 
foundation, therefore, wo are free to build in this 
article without the necessity of setting forth at 
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every stage the processes by which the critical 
results are obtained. 

Now, when the middle books of the Pentateuch 
are examined in the same spirit and by the same 
methods as prevail in the critical study of other 
ancient literatures, a remarkable divergence of 
testimony emerges with regard to the tent which, 
from the earliest times, was employed to shelter 
the sacred ark. In the article Ark (vol. i. p. 149 b ) 
attention was called to the sudden introduction of 
the ' tent ' in the present text of Ex 33 7 as of some- 
thing with which the readers of this document^- 
the Pentateuch source E, according to the una- 
nimous verdict of modern scholars — are already 
familiar. This source, as it left its author's pen, 
must have contained some account of the con- 
struction of the ark, probably from the offerings 
of the people (33 6 ) as in the parallel narrative of 
P (25 -a ^), and of the tent required for its proper 
protection. Regarding this tent we are supplied 
with some interesting information, which may be 
thus summarized : — (a) Its name was in Heb. ohel 
tnffed (33 7 , AV 'the tabernacle of the congrega- 
tion,' RV 'the tent of meeting'). The true sig- 
nificance of this term will be fully discussed in a 
subsequent section (§ iii.) (b) Its situation was 
'without the camp, afar off from the camp,' recall- 
ing the situation of the local sanctuaries of a later 
period, outside the villages of Canaan (see UlGH 
Place, Sanctuary). In this position it was 
pitched, not temi>orarily or on special occasions 
only, but, as the tenses of the original demand, 
throughout the whole period of the desert wander- 
ings (cf. RV v. 7 * Moses used to take the tent and 
to pitch it,' etc., w ith AV). Above all, (c) its pur- 
pose is clearly stated. It was the spot where J", 
descending in the pillar of cloud which stood at 
the door of the tent (v."'-, cf. Nu 12°, Dt 31"), 
' met his servant Moses and spake unto him face 
to face as a man s]jeaketh unto his friend' (v."). 
On these occasions Moses received those special 
revelations of the Divine will which were after- 
wards communicated to the people. To the tent 
of meeting, also, every one repaired who had occa- 
sion to seek J" (v. 7 ), either tor an oracle or for 
purposes of worship. Finally, (d) its aidituus was 
the young Ephraimite Joshun, the son of Nun, 
who 'departed not out of the tent ' (v. », cf. Null*), 
but slept there as the guardian of the ark, as the 
boy Samuel slept in the sanctuary at Shiloh (1 S 

The same representation of the tent as pitched 
without the camp, and as associated with Moses 
and Joshua in particular, reappears in the narrative 
of the seventy elders (Nu ll""- *-»), and in the 
incident of Miriam's leprosy (12 1 *, note esp. v.*'-), 
both derived from E ; also in the reference, based 
upon, if not originally part of, the same source, in 
Dt 31 ,4t . 

The Interpretation now given of this important section of the 
Elohistic source is that of almost all recent scholars, including; 
so strenuous an opponent of the Grof-Wellhausen hypothesis as 
August Dillmann (see his Coin, in luc.). Little, therefore, need 
be said by way of refutation of the views of those who have 
endeavoured to harmonize this earlier representation with that 
which dominates the Priestly Code. The only one of these 
views that can be said to deserve serious consideration is that 
which sees in the tent of Ex 337* n provisional tent of meeting- 
pending the construction of the tabernacle proper. This in- 
terpretation is generally combined with the theory that the tent 
in question was originally Moses' private tent — an opinion which 
dates from the time of the Gr. translators (Xa^mt M*w>jf tt,» 
rxryi.t munv, xtA., so also Penh.), and has found favour with 
commentators, from Rashi downwards, including most English 
expositors. This view is a priori plausible enough, but it 
falls to pieces before the fact disclosed above, that the same 
representation of the tent of meeting situated without the 
camp, with Joshua as its solitary guardian, is found in the 
Pentateuch, even after the ereetum of the more splendid taber- 
nacle of the priestly writer*. Moreover, there is no hint in the 
text of Ex 33"-n of the temporary nature of the tent ; on the 
contrary, as we have seen, the tenses employed are intended 
to describe the habitual custom of the Hebrews and their leader 



during the whole period of the wanderings. The closing verse 
of the section, finally, proves conclusively that Moses had hi- 
abode elsewhere, and only visited the tent when he wished to 
meet with J". At the same time, the preservation of this 
section of E by the final editor of the Pentateuch, when the 
preceding account of the construction of the ark (cf. Dt 10** 
with Driver's note) was excised, can hardly be explained other- 
wise than by the supposition that he regarded the tent of meet- 
ing here described as having some such provisional character 
as this theory presupposes. 

During the conquest and settlement, the tent of 
meeting presumably continued to shelter the ark 
(which see) until superseded by the more substan- 
tial ' temple ' of J" at Shiloh. The picture of this 
temple C??V?) with its door and doorposts (1 S 1* 3 1 *) 
disposes of the late gloss (2 ab ), based on a similar 
gloss, Ex 38 8 , which assumes the continued exist- 
ence of the tent of meeting (see the Comm. in loc.). 
So, too, Ps 78 w , which speaks of the sanctuary at 
Shiloh as a tent and a tabernacle (mishkan), is 
of too uncertain a date to be placed against the 
testimony of the earlier historian. In the narra- 
tive of the older sources of the Book of Samuel 
(1 S 4ff.) there is no mention of any special pro- 
tection for the ark until we read of the tent 
pitched for it by David in his new capital on Mt. 
Zion (2 S 6 17 , cf. 1 Ch 16 l , and the phrase ' within 
curtains,' 2 S 7 s , 1 Ch 17 1 ). The later author of 
2 S 7", however, evidently thought of the ark as 
housed continuously from the beginning in a tent. 
' I have not dwelt in an house,' J" is represented 
as saying, ' since the day that I brought up the chil- 
dren of Israel out of Egypt, even to this day, but 
have walked in a tent ('oncl) and in a tabernacle 
(miskkdn),' or, as the text should more probably 
run, 'from tent to tent, and from tabernacle to 
tabernacle' (so Klost., Budde, basing on 1 Ch 
17 s ). David's tent was known as ' the tent of J"' 
(1 K 2 M(r -). Before it stood the essential accom- 
paniment of every sanctuary, an altar, to which 
the right of asylum belonged (ib. What the 

tent may have contained in addition to the sacred 
ark is unknown, with the exception, incidentally 
mentioned, of ' the horn of oil,' with the contents 
of which Zadok the priest anointed the youthful 
Solomon (ib. I 3 *). A solitary reference to ' the tent 
of meeting' in a pre-exilic document yet remains, 
viz. the late gloss 1 K 8 4 , the unhistorical character 
of which is now admitted (see Kittel, Benzinger, 
etc., in loc., and cf. Wellh. Proleg. [Eng. tr.] 43 f.). 

To sum up our investigation, it may be affirmed 
that the author of 2 S 7 not only accurately repre- 
sents the facts of history when he describes the 
ark as having been moved ' from tent to tent and 
from tabernacle to tabernacle,' but rellects witli 
equal accuracy the opinion of early times that a 
simple tent or tabernacle was the appropriate 
housing for the ancient palladium of the Hebrew 
tribes. This is confirmed both by the analogy of 
the practice of other branches of the Semitic race, 
and by incidental references from the period of 
religious decadence in Israel, which imply that 
tent-shrines were familiar objects in connexion 
with the worship at the high places (2 K 23 7 RVm, 
Ezk 16" ; cf . the names Oholibah and Oholibamah, 
and art. OHOLAH). 

ii. The Tabernacle of the Priestly Writers. 
— The literary sources. — These are almost exclu- 
sively from the hand of the authors of the great 
priestly document of the Pentateuch. This docu- 
ment, as has long been recognized, is not the 
product of a single pen, or even of a single period. 

The results which recent criticism has achieved in disen- 
tangling and exhibiting the various strata of the composite 
literary work denoted by the convenient symbol P, and the 
grounds on which these results are based, must be sought else- 
where, as, e.<j.,— to name only a few accessible in English,— 
Kuenen, Hexatench, 72(1., Driver, LOT* 40ff., the more elabor- 
ate tables of the Oxford Hexatench, i. 236, 261, ii. 138, and the 
art. Exodus in vol. i. p. 808 ff„ with the table, p. 810 b . Refer- 
ence nay also be made here to the present writer's forthcoming 
commentary on Exodut in the Intemat. Critical Series. 
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The sections of the Pentateuch dealing with the 
subject of this art. are the following : — 

(1) Ex 25-29, a fairly homogeneous section (but 
cf. Oxf. Hex. ii. 120) of the main or ground-stock 
of P (hence the symbol P*), containing minute 
directions for the construction of the furniture and 
fabric of the sanctuary (25-27), followed by instruc- 
tions relative to the priestly garments (28) and the 
consecration of Aaron and his sons (29). 

(2) Ex 30. 31, a set of instructions supplementary 
to the foregoing. For their secondary character 
(hence the symbol P*) see the authorities cited 
above and § viii. (c) below. 

(3) Ex 35-40, also a fairly homogeneous block of 
narrative, reproduced in the main verbatim from 
25-31 ' with the simple substitution of past tenses 
for future,' but in a systematic order which em- 
bodies the contents of 30. 31 in their proper places 
in the older narrative 25 ff. (see authorities as 
above). It is therefore younger than either of 
these sections, hence also P». The critical problem 
is here complicated by the striking divergence of 
the LXX in form and matter from the MT, to some 
points of which attention will be called in the sequel. 

(4) Nu 3 ,Jff - 4**- 7 lff - contain various references to 
the tabernacle and its furniture, which also belong 
to the secondary strata of P (see Numbeks, vol. 
lii. p. 568). To these sonrces have to be added the 
description of the temple of Solomon in 1 K 6ff. 
and the sketch of Ezekiel's temple (Ezk 40 ff.), 
which disclose some remarkable analogies to the 
tabernacle. The references to the latter in the 
Bks. of Chronicles are of value, as showing how 
completely the later Heb. literature is dominated 
by the conceptions of the Priestly Code. Outside 
the Canon or the OT, the most important sources 
are the sections of Joseph us' Antiquities which 
deal with the tabernacle (ill. vi.), Philo's De Vita 
Moysis (ed. Mangey, vol. ii. p. 145 ff., Bohn's tr. iii. 
88 ft'. ), and the 3rd cent, treatise, containing a 
systematic presentation of the views of the Jewish 
authorities, jaston nafcn len'na (ed. Flesch, Die 
Baraijtha von der Herstellung der Stiftshiitte ; 
Eng. tr. by Barclay, The Talmud, 334 If.). The 
Epistle to the Hebrews, finally, supplies us with 
the first Christian interpretation of the taber- 
nacle (§ xiii.). 

iii. The Nomenclature of the Tabernacle.* 
— (a) In our oldest sources the sacred tent receives, 
as we have seen, the special designation (1) nyiD S.ir 
'ohel m6'ed(Ex 33 7 , Nu ll 19 12*, Dt 31", all most 
probably from E). This designation is also found 
about 130 times in the priestly sections of the 
Hexateuch. 

The verb ny* (ijn) from which njnD is derived signifies «to 
appoint a time or place of meeting,' in the Niphal 'to meet by 
appointment' (often in P). Hence "i*'0 bn'H — as the name is 
understood by P, at least— signifies ' the tent of meeting ' (so 
RV) or 'tent of tryst" (07VC* 240), the spot which J* has 
appointed to meet or hold tryst with Moses and with Israel. 
As this meeting is mainly for the purpose of speaking with them 
(Ex 25H2 33", Nu 7» etc.), of declaring His will to them, tho 
expression 'tent of meeting' is practically equivalent to 'tent 
of revelation' (Driver, DevX. 339, following Ewald's 'Offen- 
barungszelt'). It has lately been suggested that behind this 
lies a more primitive meaning. From the fact that one of 
the functions of the Babylonian priesthood was to determine 
the proper time (tidtinu, from the same root as mo" id) for an 
undertaking, Zimmern has suggested that the expression hx* 
IPD may originally have denoted ' the tent where the proper 
time for an undertaking was determined,' in other words, ' tent 
of the oracle ' (Orakelzelt). See Zimmern, Beitriige zur Kenntnis 
d. bob. Religion, p. 88 n. 2 (cf. Haupt, JUL, 1900, p. 62). Still 
another view of P"s use of the term iyto has recently been 
suggested (Meinhold, Die Lade Jahvet, 1900, p. Sf.X P, 
according to Meinhold, intends to give to the older term (Tflli 
nyiD)of E the same significance as his own nnyn Vnk 'tent of 



• Cf. the suggestive note on the various designations of the 
tabernacle with the inferences therefrom in Oxf. Ilex. ii. 120 ; 
also Klostermann in the A'eue kirchliche Zeittch. 1897, 238 ff. ; 
Westoott, Hebrew*. 234 ff. 



the testimony ' (see No. 10 below), by giving to the Niphal of IT. 
(' make known,' ' reveal one's self,' as above) the sense of ny ' to 
testify of one's self.' The LXX, therefore, according to this 
scholar, was perfectly justified in rendering both the above 
designations by mirf) r»u fimfnfUv (see below). The rendering 
of AV •tabernacle of the congregation' is based on a 
mistaken interpretation of the word mo" id, as if synonymous 
with the cognate rny. 

(2) The simple expression 'the tent' (Vnkn) is found in P 19 
times (Ex 26* " etc.). We have already (|'i.) met with the title 
(3) ' the tent of J" ' (1 K 2**-> To these may be added (4) ' the 
house of the tent ' (1 Ch 903), an d (6) ' the house of J" ' (Ex 23>»> 

(b) In addition to the older 'tent of meeting' a new and 
characteristic designation is used extensively in P, viz. (6) J?y0 
miehkan (about 100 times in the Hex.), ' the place where J" 
dwells' (j;?X 'dwelling,* 'habitation' (so Tindale); by AV 
rendered equally with Snk ' tabernacle * (but 1 Oh 6» ' dwelllng- 

8 lace '> A marked ambiguity, however, attaches to P's use of 
lis term. On its first occurrence (Ex 25») it manifestly denotes 
the whole fabric of the tabernacle, and so frequently. It is 
thus equivalent to the fuller (7) ' dwelling (EV ' tabernacle ') of 
J" ' found in Lv 17* (here I (1), Nu 169 etc., 1 Ch 16» 21»), and 
to 'the dwelling of the testimony' (No. 11 below). In other 
passages it denotes the tapestry curtains with their supporting 
frames which constitute 'the dwelling' par excellence (261- & 
etc.), and so expressly in the designation (8) 'dwelling (EV 
' tabernacle ' ) of the tent of meeting* (Ex 39" 40a etc, 1 Oh 6»X 
In the passages just cited and in some others where the 'ohel 
and the mishkan are clearly distinguished (e.g. Ex 35" 39*° 
40*"*, Nu 3» 9'»), the AV has rendered the former by 'tent* 
and the latter by ' tabernacle,' a distinction now consistently 
carried through by RV.* In 1 Oh «48 [MT 33J we have (9> ' the 
dwelling of the house of God' 

(e) Also peculiar to P and the later writers influenced by him 
is the designation (10) nnyn ^nk (Nu 9>» etc., 2Ch 24", RV 
throughout ' tent of the testimony ' ; so AV in Nu 9i», but else- 
where 'the tabernacle of witness'). The tabernacle was so 
called as containing 'the ark of the testimony' (see I ix.X 
Hence too the parallel designation (11) nnjn [j^-p (Ex 38*1, Nu 
1*0 eta , EV ' tabernacle of [the] testimony '). 

(<f) In addition to these we find the more general term (12) 
chjj? ' holy place or sanctuary,' applied to the tabernacle (Ex 
2.v* and often ; in the Law of Holiness (Lv 17 ff.) almost ex- 
clusively. 

Passing to the versions that have influenced our own, we find 
as regards the LXX a uniformity greater even than in our AV. 
Owing to the confusion of jjf ? and ^C** (both = «-*n>r,) on the 
one hand, and of nyto and my on the other (but ct Meinhold, 
op. cit. Sf.X we have the all but universal rendering >i want* nu 
f*Mpnp!tu, ' the tent of the testimony,' to represent (IX (8), (10X 
and (11) above. This, along with the simple rxr.ti, is the NT 
designation (Ac 7** AV 'tabernacle of witness,' Rev 16* AV 
'tabernacle of the testimony 'X In Wis W\ Sir 24>*> we have a 
new title (13) ' the sacred tent ' (rxr.tr, kylu, with which cf. the 
lie* rMHtfi of the Carthaginian camp, Diod. Sic. xx. 65). The Old 
Lot. and Vulg. follow the LXX with the rendering tabernaculum 
and tab. Ustimonii, though frequently also ('habitually in 
Numbers,' Westcott, Ep. to the llebrexct, 234 f.) tab. JacderU, 
the latter based on the designation of the ark as the ' ark of the 
covenant' (see § ix.X As to the older Eng. VSS, finally, those 
of Hereford and Purvey follow the Vulg. closely with ' tab. of 
witness, witnessynge, testimonye,' and 'tab. of the boond of 
pees (t. foederis).' Tindale on the other hand follows LXX with 
the rendering 'tab. of witnesse' for (1) and (10X but then 
again he restores the distinction between 'ohel and mishkan 
by rendering the latter ' habitation,' except in the case of (7), 
'the dwelli [lire-place of the Lorde.' Coverdale in the main 
follows Tindale. It is to be regretted that this distinction was 
obliterated in the later versions. 

iv. The underlying Conception of the 
Tabernacle - Sanctuary. —Nature and grada- 
tion of tli* materials employed in its construction. — 
In Ezekiel's great picture of the ideal Israel of the 
Restoration (Ezk 40 ff.) 'the ruling conception is 
that of J" dwelling in visible glory in his sanctuary 
in the midst of his people.' The prophet's one aim 
is to help forward the realization of the earlier 
promise of J" : ' My dwelling (mishkan) shall be 
with them, and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people ' (3T 27 ). The same grand conception, 
the same high ideal, took possession of the priestly 
writers on whom Ezekiel's mantle fell. The 
foundation on which rests the whole theocratic 
structure of the Priestly Code is the provision of 

• The authors of the Oxford Hexateuch call attention to ' the 
curious fact that in Ex 25-27 19 the sanctuary is always called 
the "dwelling" [tnithkdn], while in 28. 29 this name is replaced 
by the older term " tent of meeting." . . . The title "dwelling" 
is, of course, freely used in the great repetition. Ex 35-40, but 
the main portions of the Priestly Law in Leviticus ignore it' 
(ii. 120, where see for suggested explanationX 
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a- sanctuary, which in its fabric, in its personnel, 
and in all its appointments, shall be for future 
ages the ideal of a fit dwelling for J", the holy 
covenant God of the community of Israel, once 
again restored to His favour. That this is the 
point of view from which to approach our study 
of the tabernacle of the priestly writers is placed 
beyond question, not only by the characteristic 
designation of the tabernacle proper as the miskhdn 
or dwelling (see above, § iii.), but by the express 
statement at the opening of the legislative section : 
' Let them make me a sanctuary, that I may dwell 
among them' (Ex 258, cf. 29"). 

Such a dwelling could only be one reared in 
accordance with the revealed will of J" Himself. 
Moses, accordingly — according to the representa- 
tion of P — is summoned to meet J" in the cloud 
that rested on the top of M t. Sinai, soon after the 
arrival there of the children of Israel (Ex 24 18ff -)- 
The command is given to summon the Israelites 
to make voluntary offerings of the materials neces- 
sary for the construction of the sanctuary. A 
pattern or model of this dwelling and of all its 
furniture is shown to Moses, who is at the same 
time instructed in every detail by J" Himself (Ex 
25'- 9 [P«] = 36 4 -» [P»], cf. 38 a -«). In the later 
strata of P we find the call of Bezalel (so RV), 
the son of Uri, and his endowment by J" as con- 
structor-in-chief, assisted by Oholiab ( AV Aholiab), 
the son of Ahisamach (Sl 1 ' 1 ^^-^ 1 M 3 *-). 

A list of the materials employed is succinctly 
given at the head of each section (25 Sff * = 35 4t ). 
Of these the three great metals of antiquity, 
bronze (see Brass), silver, and gold, are used in 
a significant gradation as we proceed from the 
outer court to the innermost sanctuary. Of the 
last-named, two varieties are employed — the ordi- 
nary gold of commerce, and a superior quality in 
which the pure metal was more completely sepa- 
rated from its native alloys, hence known as re- 
fined or * pure ' gold (-11.-9 artj). As to the technical 
treatment of the metals, we find various methods 
employed. They might be used in plain blocks or 
slabs, as for the bases of pillars and for the mercy- 
se&t ; or they might be l»eaten into plates (Nu 
17 3 [Heb. 16 SJ ']) and sheets (Ex 39 s ) for the sheath- 
ing of large surfaces, like the great altar, the 
frames (but see § vii. (6)), and most of the furni- 
ture. The most artistic work is the hammered 
or repousse" work in gold, of which the cherubim 
and the candlestick are examples.* 

The wood used throughout was that of the tree 
named ."t?? shittahi AV ' shittim wood,' RV 1 acacia 
wood '), now usually identified with the Acacia 
seyal or A. nilotica (see, further, Shittah). Its 
wood is noted for its durability (cf. LXX render- 
ing £i5Xa amprra). We come next to a graduated 
series of products of the loom. At the bottom of 
the scale we have the simple shesh (vp). This 
material has been variously identified with linen, 
cotton, and a mixture of both. The history of 
the textile fabrics of antiquity favours linen (see 
Linen, and Dillmann's elaborate note, Exod.- 
Levit* 305 fi'.). A superior quality of it was 
termed 'fine twined linen' (")#!? vv), spun from 
yarn of which each thread was composed of many 
delicate strands. When dyed with the costly 
Phoenician dyes, both yarn and cloth received the 
names of the dyes, 'blue, purple, and scarlet' 
(25 4 etc.). The first two represent different shades 

* No account is taken here of the quantities of these metals 
provided tor the tabernacle,- for the passage Ex SB*** 1 was long 
ago recognized (Popper, Der WW. Berieht dber die SliftshiitU, 
1862) as a late insertion in a late context. This is evident from 
the one fact alone that the silver, which provided, i titer alia, for 
the sockets or bases at a talent each, is thought to be the pro- 
duce of the poll-tax of half a shekel, which was not instituted 
till some time after the tabernacle had been set up (cf. Nu H 
with Ex 400. 



of. purple (see Colours), and may be conveniently 
rendered by ' violet ' and * purple ' respectively. 
The spinning of the yarn was the work of the 
women, the weaving of it the work of the men 
(3 5 ».m c f. 393^ Among the latter a clear dis- 
tinction is drawn between the ordinary weaver 
and the more artistic rdljcem and hdsheb, who re- 
present respectively the _ two_ forms of textile 
artistry practised from time immemorial in the 
East — embroidery and tapestry. The rCkem or 
embroiderer (so RV) received the web, complete ia 
warp and weft, from the loom, and worked hi* 
figures in colours upon it with the needle. The 
hdsheb (lit. 'inventor,' 'artist,' as 31 4 ; EV 'cun- 
ning workman '), on the other hand, worked at the 
loom, weaving with 'violet, purple, and scarlet' 
yarn (cf. LXX 28" (pyor inparrdv wotKikrov) his 
figures into the warp, and producing the tapestry 
for which the East has always been famed. A 
gradation from without inwards, similar to that 
in the application of the metals, will meet us in 
the employment of these varied products of the 
loom. 

v. The general Arrangement and Sym- 
metry of the Sanctuary.— The Court of the 
Dwelling (Ex 27»- ,B [P»] = 38 9 "» [P«] ; cf. Josephus, 
Ant. III. vi. 2).— Once again we must start from 
Ezekiel. For the realization of his great ideal, 
Ezekiel places his new temple in the centre of a 
square tract of country, 25,000 cubits in the 
side, 'a holy portion of the land' (Ezk 45 ie 
48 8ff -). Within this area is a still more sacred 
precinct, the property of the priests alone, who 
thus surround the temple on every side to guard 
it from possible profanation. The same idea of 
the unapproachable sanctity of the wilderness 
' dwelling ' is emphasized by P through his well- 
known symmetrical arrangement of the camp 
of the Israelites. Around four sides of a huge 
square the tents are pitched, three tribes on 
each side (Nu 2 Iir - 10"*-). Within this square 
is another, the sides of which are occupied by the 
priests and the three divisions of the Levitea, 
the sons of Gershon, Kohath, and Merari (Nu 
In the centre of this second square, finally, 
we find the sacred enclosure (riftefos) which con- 
stitutes the wilderness sanctuary. This enclosure 
is the 'court of the dwelling' ({779? 27*, 
a6\i) rijt OK-rjvTis, atrium tabernaculi), a rectangular 
space, lying east and west, 100 cubits * in length 
by 50 in breadth (proportion 2 : 1)— in other words, 
a space made up of two squares, each 50 cubits in 
the side. At this point it will help us to over- 
come subsequent difficulties if we look more 
closely at the proportions of the sanctuary as a 
whole, as revealed by the accompanying diagram. 
Beginning with the eastern square we note as its 
most prominent feature the altar of burnt-offering, 
lying 'four square ' (5 cubits by 5) presumably at 
the intersection of the diagonals. In the western 
square stands ' the dwelling,' occupying three of 
the small plotted squares, of 10 cubits each way, 
its length being to its breadth in the proportion of 
3 : 1. ^Like the temples of Solomon and Ezekiel, 
it consists of two parts, the outer and inner 
sanctuary, in the proportion of 2:1. The latter 
is the true sanctuary, the special abode of J", a 
perfect cube, as we shall afterwards see, each 
dimension one - half of the inner shrine of the 
Solomonic temple. It stands exactly in the 
centre of its square, while its own centre in turn 
is occupied by the most sacred of all the objects 
in the sanctuary, the ark, the throne of J", the 
dimensions of which, we shall find, are 5x3x3 
half-cubits. These data are meanwhile sufficient 
to prove P's love for 'order, measure, number 

* The length of P's cubit is uncertain. For convenience of 
reckoning it may be taken as 18 inches. 
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and system,' which has lone been recognized as 
one of his most prominent characteristics. From 
the first section of Genesis (IMP) onwards, with its 
arrangement by 10 and 7 and 3 (see art. Number, 
vol. iii. p. 565*), his genealogies, his chronology, 
his theory of the religious development of Israel, 
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FLAN OF TUB COURT OP TUB TABERNACLE. 
Scale inch = 1 cubit. 

are all constructed on a definite system. * Nowhere 
is this fondness for symmetry and proportion so 
evident as in the measurements of the tabernacle. 
Three, four, seven, ten, their parts and multiples, 
dominate the whole (see further, § xiii. ). The desire 
to preserve the proportion and ratio of certain parts 
and measurements has led to awkwardness and 
even inconsistency in other parts — a fact which lies 
at the root of not a few of the difficulties that 
beset the path of those that attempt to construct 
the tabernacle from the data of the priestly writers. 

The court of the tabernacle is screened off from 
the rest of the encampment by five white curtains 
(o'pVp kild'im) of ■ fine twined linen ' of the uniform 
height of 5 cubits, but of varying length. Those 
on the N. and S. long sides measure each 100 cnbits, 
that on the W. 50, while the two remaining cur- 
tains of 15 cubits each screen off the E. side, one 
on either hand of the entrance to the court. The 
latter is a space of 20 cubits, which is closed by a 
hanging or portiere (3P?) of the second grade of 
workmanship explained above, i.e. embroidered in 
colours on a white ground. All six hangings are 
suspended from pillars of the same height, standing 
on bases (n«, EV 4 sockets ') of bronze. The shape 
and size of these bases can only be conjectured. 
Elsewhere in OT (Ca 5 15 , Job 38", and corrected 
text of Ezk 41 s ) is the base in the shape of a 
square plinth on which a pillar or an altar stands. 
So most probably in the case before us, the wooden 
pillar being sunk well into the plinth (so the 
Baraitha), which would thus be reckoned to the 
height of the pillar. The pillars were then kept 
In position by means of the usual ' cords 't or 

• Cf. Dillmann, Num.-Jotua, 049 f., who also considers P to 
have distinguished four periods ol the world's history char- 
acterixed bv the decreasing length of human life in the propor- 
tion 8:4:2:1. 

t These are first mentioned in P« (36'8 1 the pins of the courts 
and their cords,' 38*> etc.). 
VOL. IV. — 42 



stays (onr/p) fastened to pegs or * pins' (nVin;) of 
bronze stuck in the ground. This seems prefer- 
able to the view first suggested by Josephus that 
the bases ended in spikes {<ravpurrjpft) like that by 
which the butt-end of a spear was stuck in the 
ground — a method scarcely in place in the sand 
of the desert. According to P" (38 17 ), the pillars 
had capitals (EV 'chapiters') overlaid with silver. 
Further, 4 the hooks or pegs (o*yj) of the pillars and 
their fillets (crpirn) shall be of silver' (27 ,M ;, but 
38 1 * makes the latter only overlaid with silver). 
The word rendered 'fillet' probably signifies a 
band or necking of silver (E\v., Dill, et al.) at 
the base of the capital, rather than, as is more 
generally supposed, silver rods connecting the 
pillars. Ana this for three reasons : (1) only on 
this view is the phrase ' filleted with silver ' (27") 
intelligible ; (2) no mention is made of any such 
connecting-rods in the minute directions for the 
transport of the tabernacle furniture (Nu 4) ; and 
(3) the screen anil veil of the tabernacle proper 
(§ vii. (c)) were evidently attached to their pillars 
by hooks. 

At this point we encounter our first difficulty. 
How are the pillars placed, on what principle are 
they reckoned (27""^)? Ezekiel begins the de- 
scription of his outer court with the wall ' round 
about' (40 s ). P does likewise, only his curtain- 
wall is like a mathematical line, having length 
without breadth. It is as thougli the writer were 
working from a ground -plan like our diagram. 
The periphery of the court measures 300 cubits. 
This and no more is the length of his six curtains. 
Not even in the case of the entrance portiere is 
allowance made for folds* — the first hint that we 
are dealing with an ideal, not an actual, construc- 
tion. The pillars must be thought of as standing 
inside the curtains, otherwise they would not 
belong to the sanctuary at all. The principle 
on which they are reckoned is clear. It is that 
one pillar, and one only, is assigned to every jive 
cubits of curtain. Now, a curtain of 20 cubits' 
length, like the entrance screen, requires not four, 
which is the number assigned to it, but five pillars ; 
and on the same principle each of the two smaller 
curtains on either side of it requires four pillars, 
not three, and so with the rest. But to have 
counted twenty-one pillars for the sides, eleven 
for the end curtain, and 5 + 4 + 4 for the front, 
would have spoiled the symmetry, and so the 
artificial method of the text is adopted. Counting 
four for the entrance, as on the diagram, and three 
for the curtain to the left (vv. M - u ), we proceed 
round the court, reckoning always from the first 
corner pillar met with and counting no pillar 
twice. It is thus absurd to charge P with mis- 
calculation, as his latest commentator still does 
(Baentsch, in loc.). But the charge is the price 
paid for the determination to reckon the pillars on 
the E. side as only ten in all, arranged symmetri- 
cally as 3 + 4 + 3 (when there are really eleven), and 
those of the N. and S. sides as multiples of ten. 

vi. The Furniture of the Court.— (a) The 
altar of burnt - offering. Ex 27 , - 8 = 38 M [LXX 
3yw-24]__i n y ie cen tre of the court, as the sym- 
metry requires, stands ' the altar ' (27 1 RV ; for 
the significance of the article see § viii. (c)) of the 
sanctuary, also termed more precisely 4 the altar 
of burnt-offering' (30 s8 31* and oft.), and, from its 
appearance, ' the altar of bronze,' A V ' brazen 
altar' (38 80 39 s9 ), both sets of passages probably 
belonging to P*. 4 Foursquare ' it stands, 5 cubits 
in length and breadth, and 3 cubits in height, 
a hollow chest t of acacia wood sheathed with 

* Josephus is unite wrong, therefore, in speaking of the curtains 
hanging in a ' loose and flowing manner' (I.e.). 

t Nothing in the text suggests a mere four-sided frame to b« 
filled with earth, as is usually supposed. 
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bronze. From the four corners rise the indis- 
pensable horns, 'of one piece with it' (RV), the 
form and significance of which have been much 
debated. From the representations of similar 
' horns ' on Assyrian altars (see Perrot and 
Chipiez, Hist, of Art in Chaldea and Assyria, 
i. 255 f. ), they would appear to have been merely 
the prolongation upwards of the sides of the altar 
to a point, for a few inches at each corner. The 
horns of Ezekiel's altar, e.g., form -faHi of the 
total height (see 43 13 -' 7 with Toy's diagram in 
SDOT). The horns play an important part in 
the ritual of the priests' consecration (Ex 29 ,a ), 
the sin-offering (Lv 4 1 "), the Day of Atonement 
(16 18 ), and elsewhere.* According to a later tra- 
dition, the ' beaten plates ' of bronze for the 




ALTAR OF BU RNT-OFTRRI X<J. 

' covering of the altar ' were made from the bronze 
censers of the rebellious company of Korah (Nu 
16**). Round the altar, half -way Itetween top 
and bottom, ran a projecting 'ledge' (so RV for 
the obscure arij, only 27 s 38* ; AV * the compass,' 
etc.), attached to which and reaching to the 
ground was a grating (RV ; AV 'grate,' which 
see) of bronze. The purpose of these two append- 
ages can only be conjectured (see the Comm. and 
works cited in the Literature for the numerous 
conjectures that have been put forward). Con- 
sidering the height of the altar, at least 4 J feet, 
one naturally supposes that the ledge was for the 
priests to stand upon during their ministrations 
at the altar, and in Lv $H we actually read of 
Aaron ' stepping down ' from the altar. Together 
with the grating, it may also have been a device 
to prevent the ashes, etc., from falling upon and 
deli ling the sacrificial blood, J'"s peculiar portion, 
which could still be dashed against the base of the 
altar through the wide meshes of the network. 
Four bronze rings were attached to the corners of 
the grating, presumably where it met the ledge, 
to receive the poles for carrying Hie altar. The 
necessary utensils were also of bronze ; they com- 
prised shovels or rakes (cry;) for collecting the 
ashes, pots (AV pans) for carrying them away, 
the large basins for catching the blood of the 
animals sacrificed, the flesh hooks or forks, and the 
fire-pans. The fire is to ' be kept burning upon 
the altar continually, it shall not go out ' (Lv 6 13 ), 
which hardly accords with the prescriptions of 
Lv l 7 and Nu 4 13 '-. 

The idea underlying this unique structure — a 
hollow >vooden chest with a thin sheathing of 
bronze, little adapted, one would think, for the 
purpose it is to serve— is now generally recognized 
as having originated in the desire to construct a 
portable altar on the lines of the massive brazen 
altar of Solomon, which was itself a departure 

• For the special sanctity attaching to the horns see Altar 
(vol. i. p. 77). It is open to grave doubt whether this wide- 
spread custom of providing altars with these projections has 
anything to do with the ox or calf symbolism (see Calk [Golden], 
vol. i. p. 342), as Mtode and others suppose. ' Horn ' is rather a 
popular metaphor for the more correct yii'p? of Ezckiel (41 a ; 
cf. Josephus' phrase yin'mi mptmulut), and their ultimate raison 
d'etre improbably to be sought in the same primitive circle of 
thought as osc-ribed a special sanctity to the four corncis of a 
robe (see Frisoks, vol. ii. p. 09»). Another view is sug' ux.ed by 
RS* 430, UoenUch (Com. in loc.). 



from the true Heb. tradition (Ex 20 wft ). The 
account of the making of this altar, which was 
one-fourth larger in cubic content than the whole 
tabernacle of P (2 Ch 4 1 ), has now disappeared 
from the MT of 1 K 7, but was still read there by 
the Chronicler (I.e.), and references to it still 
survive (1 K 8«- 64 9» 2 K 16'« ). Its disappear- 
ance is easily accounted for by the fact that ita 
construction appeared to a later age aa quite un- 
necessary, since the ' tent of meeting ' and all ita 
vessels, including the bronze altar of this section, 
were considered to have been transferred by 
Solomon, along with the ark, to his new temple 
(IK 8 4 ; see Wellh. Prolcg. [Eng. tr.] 44 ; Stade, 
ZATW iii. 151 = A/cad. Jieden, 164; and the 
Comm.). 

(6) The Laver (Ex 30"- 21 , cf. 38 8 [LXX 38*]).— 
Between the altar above described and the taber- 
nacle stood the laver of bronze (nH'j, Xowi)p), to the 
description of which only a few words are de- 
voted, and these few are found not in the main 
body of P, but in a section (30. 31) bearing 
internal evidence of a later origin (see § ii., and 
more fully § viiL (c)). Beyond the fact that it was 
a large basin of bronze, and stood upon a base of 
the same material, we know nothing of its work- 
manship or ornamentation. It served to hold the 
water required for the ablutions of the priests 
in the course of their ministrations, and is fre- 
quently mentioned in the secondary strata of the 
priestly legislation (30 s8 31" etc. ; it is omitted, how- 
ever, from the directions for the march in Nu 4). 
A curious tradition grew up at some still later 

Eeriod, to the effect that the laver was made of the 
ronze 'mirrors of the serving- women which served 
at the door of the tent of meeting ' (38", cf. 1 S 2 s2 ). 
The latter, needless to say, was not yet in exist- 
ence. The temple of Solomon had ten lavers of 
elaborate construction (see Laver), the second 
temple apparently had only one (Sir 50 s ). 

vii. The Tabernacle proper— (a) The Car-taint 
of the Dwelling and the Tent, the outer covering* 
(Ex 26 I l4 =36 8 1 » [LXX 37']; Jos. Ant. ill. vi. 4 
[ed. Niese, § 130 ff.]).— Probably no section of the 
OT of equal length is responsible for so large a 
number of divergent interpretations as the chapters 
now before us. It is clearly impossible within the 
limits of this article to refer to more than a very 
few of these interpretations, even of those asso- 
ciated with scholars of repute. What follows is 
the result of an independent study of the original 
in the light of the recognized principles under- 
lying the scheme of the wilderness sanctuary as 
conceived by the priestly writers (see § it.). 
Fuller justification of the writer's position with 
regard to the many matters of controversy that 
emerge will be found in his commentary on 
Exodus (Internat. Crit. series). 

Now, on the very threshold of our study of 
Ex 26, we meet with a clear statement, the far- 
reaching significance of which has been overlooked 
by most of those who have written on this sub- 
ject. It is contained in these few words : ' Thou 
shalt make the dwelling (j???, EV ' tabernacle') of 
ten curtains' (26 1 ). To this fact we must hold 
fast through all our discussion as to the measure- 
ments and arrangements of the tabernacle. It is 
the curtains, not the so-called ' boards,' that con- 
stitute the dwelling of J". The full bearing of 
this fact will appear as we proceed. The walls of 
the true dwelling, then, are to consist, on three 
sides at least, of ten curtains of beautiful Oriental 
tapastry, full of figures of the mystic cherubim, 
woven in colours of the richest dyes, violet, purple, 
and scarlet (see § iv.). The curtains form, as it 
were, the throne-room of J". It is therefore ap- 
propriate that the mysterious beings that minister 
around His heavenly throne should be represented 
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in J'"s presence-chamber upon earth (see, further, 
§ ix. for cherubim upon the mercy-Heat). The 
curtains measure each 28x4 cubits (7 : 1), and are 
sewed together in two sets of five. Along one 
lone side of either set are sewed fifty loops (nx^>) 
made of violet thread. By means of an equal 
number of gold clasps (d'ch?, RV : AV ' taches ') the 
two hangings are coupled together to form one 
large covering, 40 (4 x 10) cubits in length by 28 c. 
in breadth, for ' the dwelling shall be one ' (26*). 

For a tent (^fk) over the dwelling (v. 7 ), eleven 
curtains are to be woven of material usually em- 
ployed for the Eastern tent (see Curtains), viz. 
goats' hair, and, to ensure that the dwelling shall 
be completely covered by them, they are each to 
be 30 cubits in length by 4 in breadth. These are 
to be sewed together to form two sets of five and 
six curtains respectively, coupled together as before 
by loops and clasps; the latter, in this case, of 
bronze, and forming one large surface (44 x 30 
cubits), that the tent also 'may be one' (v. 11 ). 
Thus far there is no difficulty such as emerges in 
the verses (v. 1 *) that follow, and will be considered 
later (§ vii. (c)). 

As the dwelling is to be covered by the tent, so 
the tent in its turn is to receive two protecting 
coverings, the dimensions of which arc not given. 
Immediately above it is to be a covering of ' rams' 
skins dyed red ' (o'p-Ki?, ^pvdpobavoi^ha). The dye 
employed is not the costly Phoenician scarlet or 
crimson dye previously met with (obtained from 
the coccus ilicis, see Colours, vol. i. p. 457 f . ), but, 
as the Gr. rendering suggests, madder (tpvdpjSarov, 
rubia tinctoria), a vegetable dye.* The outermost 
covering is formed of the skins of an obscure 
animal (eh™, AV ' badger,' RV ' seal,' KVm ' por- 
poise '), now most frequently identified with the 
dugong, a seal-like mammal found in the Red Sea 
(see note with illustration in Toy's ' Ezekiel ' 
[SBOT], p. 124). 

At this point in P's statement, one naturally 
expects him to proceed to give directions for the 
pitching of this fourfold tent and for the prepara- 
tion of the neces^sary poles, ropes, and pegs. 
There is thus every a priori probability in favour 
of the theory of the tabernacle associated in this 
country with the name of Mr. Fergusson, that 
the four sets of coverings now described were in 
reality intended by the author to be suspended 
by means of a ridge-pole or otherwise over the 
wooden framework about to be described. But 
it is inconceivable that so radical a part of the 
construction as the provision of a ridge-pole and 
its accompaniments should have been passed over 
in silence in the text of P. (For this theory see 
Fergusson's art. 'Temple' in Smith's DB ; the 
Speaker's Commentary, i. 374 IT.; more recently, 
and in greatest detail, by Schick, Die Stiftshittte, 
der Tempel, etc.). On the contrary, P's wilderness 
sanctuary is to combine with certain features of 
a nomad s tent others suggestive or reminiscent 
of the temples of a sessile population. In sbort, 
as Joscphus puts it, the finished structure is to 
'differ in no respect from a movable and ambu- 
latory temple' (Ant. III. vi. 1 [Niese, 8 103]). 

(b) The wooden framework of the Dwelling (Ex 
26 ,5 - S0 = 36* , - M [LXX SS 1 *-* 1 ]; Jos. Ant. I.e. 116ff.). 
— The right understanding of this important part 
of the dwelling, by which it is to be transformed 
into a portable temple, depends on our interpreta- 
tion of the opening verses of the section (vv. 18 ' 17 ). 
Literally rendered they run thus : ' And thou shalt 
make the ke~rdsh(mi for the dwelling of acacia 

* The Heb. name of this dye is fllOS, frequent in the Mishna. 
In OT it occurs only as a proper name, e.g. the minor judge, 
Tolah ben Puah (8carlet, the son of Madder ! Jg 101). 

I EV 'boards'; LXX rri>M, Jos. and Philo minm, both- 
* pillars.' 



wood, standing up — 10 cubits the length of the 
single * keresh, and a cubit and a half tlie breadth 
of the single keresh — 2 yadothf for the single 
ktresh, m£smdldb6tht to each other.' Here every- 
thing depends on the three more or less obscure 
technical terms of the Heb. arts and crafts given 
in transliteration. The true exegetical tradition, 
we are convinced, had been lost, as was the case 
with the still more complicated description of 
Solomon's brazen lavers (14C 7 s7ff- ). until the key 
was discovered by Stade and published in his clas- 
sical essay (ZATW iii. (1883) 129tY. = A/M<L Beden, 
145 ff., corrected in details ZATW xxi. (11)01) 
145 ft.). The Jewish tradition, as we find it first 
in Joseph us (I.e.) and in the Buraithn, has held 
the field to the present day. According to these 
authorities the k&rashtm were great columns or 
beams of wood 15 ft. high, 2 ft. 3 in. wide, and — by a 
calculation to be tested in due time—l ft. 6 in. 
thick, i.e. lOx 1} x I cubits. The yadoth were pins 
or tenons (Jos. oTpfyiyytt, 'pivots') by which the 
beams were inserted into mortices in the silver 
sockets or bases. Forty-eight of these beams were 
placed side by side to form the three walls (S.W. 
and N.) of the tabernacle, the eastern end or 
entranco being formed by a screen (for details and 
refT. see below). This interpretation, with numer- 
ous modifications in detail, particularly as regards 
the thickness of the so-called ' boards,' § has been 
adopted by every previous writer without excep- 
tion. 

We now proceed to test the value of this tradi- 
tion. The avowed intention of P, it is admitted 
on all hands, is to construct ' a movable and am- 
bulatory temple' for the desert marches. Could 
anything be more absurd than to begin by con- 
structing enormous logs of wood, each with a 
cubic content — on the most usual computation of 1 
cubit of thickness — of about 50 cubic feet, each 
weighing, according to a recent calculation (Brown, 
The Tabernacle^, 1899, 275), close upon 1 ton, and 
out of all proportion to the weight they would 
have to bear? And this quite apart from the open 
question of the possibility of obtaining beams of 
such dimensions from the acacia tree of Arabia. || 
Further, how is the fact that the tapestry curtains 
with their cherubim figures are always called ' the 
dwelling' to be reconciled with the traditional 
theory that they were completely hidden from 
view, except on the roof, by the intervention of 
the wooden walls? This difficulty has been felt 
by several writers, who have sought to avoid it by 
hanging these curtains inside the boards as a lining, 
thereby doing violence to the clear intention of the 
text (see below). These considerations by no means 
exhaust the difficulties presented by the current 
conception of the tabernacle, as may be seen on 
any page of the commentaries and special mono- 
graphs cited in the Literature at the end of this 
article. 

The \xpy is now clear for a fresh examination of 
the technical terms of vv. 18-17 . The first of the three 
(enp) is practically confined to P's account of the 
tabernacle, for its only other occurrence (Ezk 27 6 ) 
requires light from our passages rather than throws 
light upon them. The <«r. translators had no clear 
idea of what the word meant, and were content to 
render throughout by arv\oi, ' pillars,' a rendering 

• So LXX, Pesh. etc. 

t EV 'tenons' ; LXX iytun'irum*=' joints or arms,' but elae- 
where fti^ti, ' sides.' 

} RV 'joined' ; LXX as in v.* for nVjpS, 

f The familiar rendering ' boards,' adopted by Tindale, goes 
back to Jerome, who thought of the UtLular, of which the 
Roman tabemaeula were frequently constructed, and from 
which, indeed, the name is derived. 

I No use is here mnde of the argument from Nu 7 s compared 
with 3», four waggons, each drawn by a pair of oxen, for the 
transport of the ' boards,' baHcx, pillars, etc., as these passages 
are probably from a different hand from Ex 2a 
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suggested to them by the last word of v. 18 , which 
they apparently read onyx, the ordinary word for 
• pillars (cf. Dillm. in toe.). Passing, therefore, to 
the second technical term yaduth (v. 17 ), we lind the 
current text of the LXX responsible for a grave mis- 
interpretation of this verse, 
by prefixing 'and thou shalt 
make' to the original text 
(but AF omit xal jroeijo-eti). 
In reality we have here the 
continuation of v. 18 , from 
which it is separated merely 
by a parenthesis, as trans- 
lated above. The yadCth 
are thus seen not to be some- 
thing additional to the 
keresh, but to constitute its 
main component parts (as 
indeed may underlie the Gr. 
rendering nipy in vv. 19 - 31 
and elsewhere). What then 
is the signification of i; as 
a technical term in the con- 
structive arts ? In 1 K 10 19 
=2 Ch 9 18 yadCth denotes 
the 'arms' of Solomon's 
throne, of which aynwvts is 
the technically correct equi- 
valent (2 Chron. /.c.see illus- 
tration of chair with arms 
bent at right angles in Rich, 
Diet, of Antiq. s. * Ancon '). 
In 1 K I 32 - a —Rs Starle (ll.ee.) 
has conclusively proved from 
extant ancient models— yd- 
d6th is the technical name 
for the stays or supports ( E V 
'axletrees') underneath the 
body or framework of the 
laver(illnsirs. ZATW, 1901, 
152, 167), as also for the 
similar stays projecting from 
the top oJ the frame and 
supporting the stand of the 
basin (cf. Layer, vol. iii. 

J». 64*). Technically, there- 
ore, like our own 'arm,' 
and the classical &ynu>v and 
ancon, i; may denote any 
arm-like structural element, 
whether straight or bent, 
especially if occurring in 
pairs. This result is streng- 
thened by the phrase that 
follows, RiftrVy n^x nla^rtp 
(v. 17 , cf. 36 a and the various 
renderings in AV and RV). 
Here again the description 
of the lavcrs comes to our 
aid (IK 7*»>, for the 
cognate term there em- 
ployed (D's^f, with which cf. 
n ?^r'» t' ,e rounds or 

rungs of a ladder in later 
Heb.) is now universally understood to mean the 
cross-rails joining the uprights of the frame of the 
laver. It seems evident, therefore, that the keresh 
of P must be a frame of wood, such as builders in 
all countries have employed in the construction of 
light walls (see Bliimner, Technologic, etc. iii. 151, 
for the paries craticius with its arrectarii and 
transversarii ; cf. our own brick-nogged partitions 
with their timber ' quarters '). This sense suits 
Ezk 27 8 admirably : ' thy panels are of ivory inlaid 
in boxwood ' (see illustr. in Toy, SBOT 15U). We 
may now tr. v. 18ff - thus, taking the parenthesis 
last : ' And thou shalt make the frames for the 
dwelling of acacia wood, standing up, two uprights 



FRAME AND 1TB BASKS. 



for each frame, joined to each other by cross-rails 
—10 cubits the height and a cubit and a half the 
breadth of the single frame.' We now see how it 
is that a writer so fond of measurements as P has 
omitted to give the third dimension : a frame has, 
strictly speaking, no thickness ! * 

The frames, according to our present text, are to 
be overlaid with gold ; but the position of this 
instruction (v. 28 ) after the other instructions for the 
frames have been completed (contrast 25"* M 30 s ), 
the variant tradition of the Gr. of 38 18fr - (wtptrip- 
yvpuaey, 'overlaid with silver'), the late origin of 
the kindred sections in 1 K 6 f. (see Temple), and 
other considerations, all make it very probable that 
we have here an addition to the original text, both 
as regards the frame and bars, and the pillars. 
Like the pillars of the court, the uprights of the 
framework are to be sunk in bases of solid silver, — 
the reason for two bases to each frame being now 
for the first time apparent, — regarding the shape 
and size t of which we are equally dependent on 
conjecture. For reasons that will appear in the 
next section, we may think of them as square 
plinths, J cubit in the side and a cubit in height, 
forming a continuous foundation wall round the 
dwelling, with the uprights sunk well down so 
that the height of tho framework was not materi- 
ally added to. 

To provide the necessary rigidity for the frames, 
thc,simple device is adopted of running five wooden 
bars along the three sides, passing through rings 
attached to the woodwork of the frames. Much 
needless discussion has been raised over the ex- 
pression 'the middle bar in the midst of the boards' 
(v. w ), which has been taken by various writers to 
mean that the middle bar of the five is intended to 
pass from end to end through a hole pierced in the 
heart of the massive ' boards ' of the traditional 
theory (see diagrams of Riggenbach, Brown, etc.). 
But tiie phrase is merely an epithet, after P's well- 
known manner, explanatory of the bar in question, 
the distinguishing feature of which is that it runs 
along the whole length of its side, north, west, 
south, as the case may be, in contradistinction to 
the remaining four, which we may presume run 
only half-way along — one pair at the top, the other 
pair at the bottom of the frames. This arrange- 
ment of the bars suggests that the frames were 
provided with three cross-rails — one at the top, 
rounded like the ends of the uprights to avoid 
injury to the curtains, another in the middle, and 
a third immediately above the bases. We thus 
obtain a double row of panels right round the 
dwelling (see the accompanying illustration with 
drawings to scale from a specially prepared model). 

The difficulties of this section, however, are not 
yet exhausted. We have still to grapple with the 
problem of the arrangement of the frames, and in 
particular with the much debated w. aR , before we 
can proceed to discuss the manner in which the 
curtains were utilized. The discussion of the 
former problem may best start from the data of 
26 s3 , from which we learn that the veil dividing the 
dwelling into two parts (see next section) is to be 
hung 20 cubits, the width of 5 curtains, from the 
front of the dwelling. Now, the admitted symme- 
try of the whole sanctuary requires us to infer that 
the area of the outer sanctuary is intended to 
measure 20 x 10 cubits, and that of the inner sane- 

♦ Wc may thus claim to have solved what our latest commen- 
tator has termed P's 'secret' with regard to v.i7(BaenUtch, in 
loe. ; cf. Holzinger, who (jives up the verse in despair). Kiehni 
had previously tried to solve the problem by taking- the text to 
mean that each board consisted of two pieces mortised together 
by means of the yaddth (UWB\ art. ' Stiftehutt*,' 1579 1.). 
Jerome's interpretation is evidently borrowed from the Rabbis, 
some of whom thought that the yaddth joined one board to 
another (Flesch, Baraijtha, 61 f.). 

t The oldest , but erroneous, conjecture on this point (Ex 8S 17 ) 
has been already dealt with (j iv. footnote, p. 8C6> 
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tuary 10 x 10 cubits, the measurements in both 
cases being exactly half those of the corresponding 
ports of the temples of Solomon and Ezekiel (see 
TEMPLE). With this agrees the direction of the 
text, that twenty frames, each 1J cubits wide, are 
required for the two long sides, and six for the 
shorter west side (vv. 18 ; *• B ). Now, an easy cal- 
culation shows that since the total area of the 
dwelling from curtain to curtain is 30 x 10 cubits, 
and inside width of the short side is only cubits 
(1^x6), we must allow half a cubit (9 in.) for the 
thickness of the woodwork of either of the long 
sides. This would allow 6 in. (two handbreadths) 
for the thickness of the uprights of the framework 
and 3 in. (one hand breadth) for that of the bars. 

The assumption of the majority of previous writers, from the 
Baraitha to Baentsch, that the measurement, 30 x 10 cubits, 
gives the clear insitie area of the tabernacle as formed by the 
wooden ' boards,' implying on the cubit of thickness theory (see 
above) an outside measurement of 31 x 12 cubits, falls to the 
ground if the view here advocated of the true nature of the 
' boards ' is accepted. But, even with the traditional interpre- 
tation, the theory of Inside measurements is absolutely inad- 
missible. (1) The true walls of P's dwelling are. as we have 
already emphasized, the tapestry curtains, precisely as the 
linen hangings are the walla of the court (} v.). The frame- 
work here takes the place ol the pillars round the court, and, 



fore one of the projecting bastions (2 Ch 26", Neh 
3**) which guarded the wall at important changes 
in its course. We conclude from these data that the 
word in the passage before us must denote some- 
thing of the nature of a projecting buttress at the 
two western corners of the wooden framework. 
V. M has been the despair of many generations of 
students, and is almost certainly corrupt. If with 
most modern scholars we read csb (twins) in both 
clauses, it seems to imply that these corner frames 
shall be made * double,' i.e. consist of two ordinary 
frames braced together for the sake of strength ; 
further, that each is intended to form a buttress 
sloping upwards and terminating short of the top of 
the^ framework, at ' the lirst ' or topmost * ring ' (see 
RVm), that is, underneath the top bar of the west 
side (see illustration). In any case, three purposes 
are apparently served by these corner buttresses. 
They supply additional strength at the two weakest 
parts of the framework— the points of meeting of 
the two long walls with the west wall ; they take 
up the folds of the curtains at these two corners, 
and — we do not hesitate to add — they raise the 
number of the frames to a multiple of four (48, so 
many were the pillars in Solomon's temple accord - 




Model or tub Tabernacle in perspective with the two uppermost coverings removed, showing the 
framework covered by the tapestry curtains a a with the cherubim figures, the goats' hair 
curtains of ' the tent' bb, one of the corner frames c, the bars dd d, the veil e, and the screen/. 



like these, must be treated as tme quarUiUt ntgligeablc where 
proportions arc concerned. (2) All P's other measurements 
are outside measurements, as in the altar of burnt-offering, the 
ark, etc; (3) Only on the supposition that the entire fabric of 
the tabernacle covered a space 30 x 10 cubits is the true propor- 
tion (3 : 1) of the structure and the complete symmetry of the 
western square maintained. It is absolutely necessary from P's 
standpoint that the perfect cube of the Most Holy Place shall be 
entirely contained within the centre square of its own court 
(<rec diagram). With an inside area of 30x10, requiring on 
the traditional hypothesis an outside measurement of 31x12, 
the symmetry of the whole sanctuary is ruined. 

We are now prepared to take up the problem of 
the two frames described with tantalizing ob- 
scurity in the difficult verses These two 
frames are expressly stated to be ' for the ni/spp t 
of the dwelling in the hinder part.' What, now, 
is the meaning of this rare word? The key, we 
believe, will be found in Ezekiel's presumably 
technical use of it to denote the projecting corners, 
popularly known as ' horns,' of his altar of shew- 
bread (41 2 *, see for these § vi. 'above; and cf., 
besides the Assyrian altars, the plan of a Phoe- 
nician sanctuary in Pietschmann's Geschichte der 
Phanizier, 200 f.). It is used by later writers to 
indicate a part of the wall of Jerusalem akin to, 
yet distinct from, nj? 1 a corner,' apparently thcre- 

* For the extraordinary number of guesses that have been 
hazarded as to the meaning of these verses, see, besides the 
Comm., the text and diagrams of Riggenbach, Schick, and 
Brown. 

t To be pointed so, with most moderns, for n'y^iJC of MT. 



ing to the Gr. of 1 K 7**), and the number of the 
bases required for the dwelling to a multiple of 
ten (100, see next section). 

(c) The arrangement of the Curtains of the 
Dwelling and the Tent. The divisions of the 
Dwelling. The Screen and t/ie Veil (Ex 26 9 - lltt - 
si-as. sat. an( j parallels). — In the secondary stratum 
of P (40 17ff ) we read how ' the tabernacle was 
reared up ' by Moses. First he put down its bases, 
then he placed its frames, put in its lwirs, and 
' reared up its pillars.' Thereafter ' he spread the 
tent over the dwelling, and placed the covering 
of the tent above upon it.' Here the tapestry and 
hair curtains are strangely enough together named 
' the tent,' and the two outer coverings similarly 
taken as one.* Now it is worth noting (1) that 
Moses is said to have ' spread ' the curtains over 
the dwelling, the same word (en9) being used as is 
employed of wrapping up the sacred furniture for 
transport (Nu 4 6n - § xi.) ; and (2) that neither here 
nor elsewhere is the ordinary word for erecting 
or pitching a tent (npj) applied to the tabernacle, 
as it is to the old ' tent of meeting ' (33 7 ) and to 
David's tent for the ark (2 8 6", see § i. ). This 
fact of itself tells against the view, noted above, 
that the curtains were stretched tent-wise above 
the dwelling, and in favour of the usual concep- 

• The author of this section (P 1 ). however, may not have had 
Ex 2S f. before him in quite the same form as we now have it 
(see ( iii. above). 
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tion, that they were spread over the framework 
' as a pall is thrown over a coffin.' The tapestry 
curtains measuring 40 cubits from front to back 
and 28 cubits across (§ vii. (a)) thus constitute the 
dwelling, the centre portion (30 x 10 cubits) forming 
the root and the remainder the three sides. On 
the long sides it hung down 9 cubits till it met, as 
we may conjecture, the silver bases of the frame- 
work, which made up 'the remaining cubit (so the 
authorities of the Barnitha (Flesch, 50) ; cf. Philo, 
op. c.it. ii. 148, who no doubt gives the true reason 
of the vacant cubit, ' that the curtain might not 
be dragged,' and Jos. Ant. ill. vi. 4 [Niese, 
§ 130]). At the back, however, where 10 cubits 
(40-30) were left over, the last cubit would have 
to be folded along the projecting base, one of the 
results of requiring the total length to be another 
multiple of ten (40 cubits instead of 39). A 
striking confirmation of the signification here 
assigned to the kcrashim is now brought to light. 
Instead of nearly two-thirds of the ' all-beautiful 
and most holy curtain' iniyxaKoF Kal leporperit 
0<pa<rna, Philo, I.e.) being hidden from view by the 
so-called 1 boards,' the whole extent of the curtain 
is now disclosed, with, we may fairly conjecture, 
a double row of the mystic inwoven cherubim 
rilling the panels of the framework, just as they 
filled the wainscot panels with which the temples 
of Solomon and Ezekiel were lined (1 K 6 Mff -, Ezk 
41iiw.).* The view of Ruhr, Neumann, Keil, Hol- 
zinger, and others (see Literature), that these 
curtains were suspended, by some method un- 
known to the text, inside the framework, — in their 
case the gold-sheathed walls,— has been already 
disposed of (vii. (fe)). 

Over the tapestry curtain was spread in like 
manner the curtain of goats' hair, the 'tent* of 
P»." Our present text (vv. 9 - 1S ), however, presents 
an insurmountable difficulty in the arrangement 
of these curtains. To cover the dwelling, and that 
completely, they required to be only 40 x 30 cubits. 
But even when the sixth curtain of the one set is 
doubled, as required by v.", a total length of 42 
cubits remains. The explanation usually given, 
which indeed is required by v. 14 , is that * the half 
curtain that remaineth ' must have been stretched 
out by ropes and pegs behind the dwelling ; an 
assumption which is at variance with the arrange- 
ment at the other sides, and which leaves the 
sacred tapestry curtain exposed to view. The 
only remedy is to regard v. 1 '-' 1 - as a gloss, as Hol- 
zinger does (Kurzer lld>:om. in loc.), from the pen 
of a reader who misunderstood v. 9b . Taken by 
itself, this half-verse plainly directs that the sixth 
curtain shall be doubled * in the forefront of the 
dwelling' ; that is, not. as Dillm. and other com- 
mentators maintain, laid double across the easter- 
most tapestry half-curtain, but — as already advo- 
cated in the Baraitlv*, p. 58 — hanging doubled 
over the edge- of the latter, covering the pillars at 
the door of the tabernacle and entirely excluding 
the light of day. This secures that the dwelling 
shall be in perfect darkness. This is not secured 
on the ordinary supposition that the edges of both 
curtains were flush with each other, for the screen 
could not possibly be so adjusted as to completely 
exclude the light. The objection, of which so 
much is made by Riggenbach, etc., that the 
joinings of the two sets of curtains would thus 
coincide and moisture be admitted, is utterly 
invalid when we recall the two heavy and im- 
pervious coverings that overlay the two inner 
sets of curtains. In this way, then, we find 
that the goats' hair curtains exactly fitted the 
dwelling on all three sides, covering the tapestry 
and the bases as well, and, in Joscphus' words, 
' extending loosely to the ground.' They were 
• See illustration. 



doubtless fixed thereto by means of the bronze pins 
of the dwelling (27 19 P*, which makes no mention 
of cords), precisely as the Kiswa or covering of the 
Kaaba at Mecca is secured by metal rings at the 
base of the latter (Hughes, Diet, of Islam, s.v.).* 

Two items still remain to complete the fabric of 
the dwelling, viz. the screen and the veil. The 
former (399, RV 'screen,' AV 'hanging') was a 
portiere of the same material as the portiere of the 
court, closing the dwelling on the east side. It 
was hung by means of gold hooks or pegs from 
five pillars of acacia wood standing on bases of 
bronze (26 38t 36 s7 '- [LXX 37" ]), a detail which 
marks them out as pertaining to the court rather 
than to the dwelling, the bases of which are of 
silver. Like the rest of the woodwork, they were 
probably left unadorned in the original text, for 
the text of P» (36», cf. Or. of 26 s7 ) speaks only of 
the capitals being overlaid with gold, a later hand, 
as in 1 K 6 f., heightening the magnificence of the 
tabernacle by sheathing the whole pillars (26* 7 ). 

At a distance of 20 cubits t from the entrance 
screen was hung another of the same beautiful 
tapestry as the curtains (v. n ), depending from four 
pillars ' overlaid with gold,' and standing, like the 
framework, on bases of silver (v. 8 *). This second 
screen is termed the pdru/celh (nj^?,* AV 1 vail,' 
RV «Yell»; LXX Karariraafta, cf. He 9* 'the 
second veil' as distinguished from the veil or 
screen just mentioned). By means of 'the veil' 
the dwelling was divided into two parts, the 
larger twice the area of the smaller (2:1). The 
former is termed by the priestly writers ' the holy 
place' (enprt26 s * and oft.) ; the latter receives the 
name onrj^n trip, best rendered idiomatically ' the 
most holy place,' also literally * the holy of 
holies,' § in LXX to &ytov and to dyior (or rd iyia) 
r0>» ayiwv. These names first came into use in 
priestly circles in the Exile. The corresponding 
parts of Solomon's temple were known as the 
he kal or temple proper (IK 6 s RVm), and the 
debir (EV ' oracle, v.' 6 ).|| The former is retained 
by Ezekiel, while the latter is discarded and the 
' most holy place ' substituted (41*, but also 1 holy 
place,' v.**). P by his nomenclature stamps his 
sanctuary still further with the attribute of holi- 
ness in an ascending scale as we approach the 
presence of J". 

viii. Thk Furniture of the Holy Place. — 
(a) The Table of Bhewbread (Ex 25 a * > = 37 , °- w 
[LXX 38»-"] ; Jos. Ant. III. vi. 6).— This section is 
intended merely to supplement the art. SHEW- 
bread by giving the barest details regarding the 
•presence-table* (o'^n yftf, see I.e. § i.) of the 
priestly writers. 

Our understanding of this section is materially assisted by 
the representation of the table of Herod's temple, which may 
still be seen on the Arch of Titus at Rome. Careful measure- 
ments were taken and drawings made, both of the table and of 
the candlestick (see next section) by friends of Adrian Reland in 
1710-11, at a time when the sculpt -ires were less dilapidated 
than at present. These were publiBhed by him in his work, 
he spoliis Ternpii Hierotolymitani, etc., 1716. 

The material was acacia wood, overlaid like the 
ark with pure gold. The sheathing of these two 

* The arrangement of the KUwa, indeed, affords a striking 
analogy to that of the curtains of the tabernacle. 

t This follows from the fact that the veil is to hang directly 
under the gold clasps joining the two sets of tapestry curtains, 
and therefore 6 times 4 cubits (the breadth of the individual 
curtain) from the front of the dwelling (v. 83 ). The importance 
of this datum for the dimensions of the tabernacle has already 
been pointed out. 

I This word has an interesting affinity with the Assyrian word 
parakku, the innermost shrine or 'holy of holies' of the Baby- 
lonian temples in which stood the statue of the patron deity. 

5 The usage of Lv 18 is peculiar to itself. The ' holy place ' of 
P is here curiously ' the tent of meeting ' (v.i* etc.) ; the ' moat 
holy place ' is named simply 1 the holy place ' (vv.*- >• etc), 
shortened from ' the holy place within the veil ' (v.S). 

II The presence of the term ' most holy place' in 1 K 6" etc 
is now recognized as due to post-exilic glossators. 
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sacred articles of the cultus and of the later altar 
of incense (§ viii. (r)) is quite in place, and stands 
on quite a different footing from the sheathing of 
such secondary parts of the fabric as the frame- 
work and the pillars at the entrance, the originality 
of which we saw reason to question. The height 
of the table was that of the ark, 1$ cubits, its 
length and breadth 2 cubits and 1 cubit respec- 
tively. The massive top — in the Roman sculpture 
6 in. thick — was decorated with a zer pr, AV and 
RV 'crown,' RVm 'rim or moulding') of gold. 
The precise nature of this ornament, which is also 
prescribed for the ark (v.") and the altar of incense 
(30 s ), is unknown. That it was some species of 
moulding may be regarded as fairly certain. The 
Gr. translators render variously by areipi.vrj, whence 
the Vulg. corona and our 'crown'; by Kv/iiria 
m-pexri ; or by a combination of both. The 
authors of the divergent Gr. text of 35-40 omit this 
ornament altogether (LXX 38 lff -). The phrase 
KvfuLria orpejrrd suggests a cable moulding, as ex- 
plained by pseudo-Aristeas (Epist. ad PhUocratem, 
ed. Wendland, § 58, ' worked in relief in the form 
of ropes'), which also suits Josephus' description 
{t6 (5a<pos Autos [a spiral], I.e. § 140). On the other 
hand, the same phrase is used in architecture of 
an ogee moulding, and this is certainly the nature 
of the ornament on the table of the Arch of Titus 
(see Reland, op. cit. 73 fl'., and plate of mouldings 
opp. p. 76). In any case, both the sides and ends 
of the massive top were separately decorated by 
a solid gold moulding, which gave them the appear- 
ance of four panels sunk into the table (Reland, 
ut sup., and cf. Jos. § 140, KotXalrrrat Si Ka6' tKaa- 
rov wXtvpiv, k.t.X. ). The legs, according to Josephus, 
were square in the upper and rounded in the lower 
half, terminating in claws, a statement confirmed 
by the sculpture and by the analogy of the domestic 
art of the ancients. They were connected by a 
binding rail (irjipo, EV ''border') 'of an hand- 
breadth round about' (v. 88 ), also ornamented with 
a cable or an ogee moulding. It doubtless marked 
the transition from the square to the round portions 
of the legs. The broken ends of this rail are still 
visible on the arch with a pair of trumpets leaning 
against them (illustr. under Music, voh .iii. p. 462). 
At its four corners four gold rings were attached, 
through which, and parallel to the sides, the two 
poles or staves were passed by means of which the 
table was moved from place to place. 

For the service of the table a number of gold 
vessels (cf. Reland. op. cit. 99-122), presumably of 
hammered or repoussi work, were provided. These 
comprised, in our RV rendering, 'dishes, spoons, 
fla^ona, and bowls to pour out withal' (v.", cf. 
A V). The ' dishes ' were the flat salvers or chargers 
on which the loaves of the presence-bread were 
conveyed to, or in which they were placed upon, 
the table, or both together. The 'spoons' were 
rather the cups containing the frankincense (LXX 
tAt OviffKat) which entered into this part of the 
ritual (Lv 24 7 ), two of which were still visible in 
Reland's day. The 'flagons'* were the larger, 
the ' bowls ' the smaller vessels (irrowStux ko.1 kvclOm) 
for the wine, which we must suppose also entered 
into the ritual of the shewbread. The silence of 
the OT on this point led the Jewish doctors to 
give novel and atisurd explanations of the vessels 
fast mentioned — such as hollow pipes between the 
loaves, or parts of a frame on which they lay. 
Similarly, these authorities differ as to whether the 
loaves wero laid in two piles lengthwise across the 
width of the table— as one would naturally suppose 
—or along its length. A favourite tradition gives 
the length of each loaf as ten handbreadths (2J ft.) 
and the breadth as five. Since the width of the 

* A flagon ia a favourite type on Jewish coins (Monky, voL UL 
p. 431»X 



table was only 1 cubit. or six handbreadths, the 
loaves were baked with two handbreadths [their 
' horns '] turned up at either end, thus taking the 
shape of a huge square bracket 1 (For these and 
similar speculations, as curious as useless, see 
Menahoth xi. 4ff. ; the Baraitha, § vii., with 
Flesch's notes and diagrams ; Edersheini, Tlie 
Temple, 15411'.; and Ugolinus' treatise in his 
Thesaurus, vol. x.). The position of the table was 
on ' the north side' of the lioly place (26 35 ). 

(6) The golden Lampstand (Ex 25 31 *" = 37 ,7S4 
[Gr. 38 18 " 17 ] ; cf. Jos. Ant. ill. vi. 7, BJ vil. v. 5). 
— Of the whole furniture of the tabernacle, the 
article to which, since Wyclif's time, our Eng. 
versions have given the misleading designation 
' the candlestick,' afforded the greatest opportunity 
for the display of artistic skill. It was in reality 
a lampstand (JTViJ^, \vxvla — the latter in Mt 5' a 
and parallels, where RV gives ' [lamp]-stand,' 
Vulg. candelabrum) of pure gold (§ iii.), hence 
also termed the ' pure lampstand ' (31 8 39 s7 etc. [cf. 
'the pure table,' Lv 24 9 ] ; for other designations 
see below). See also Lami*. 

The lampstand on the Arch of Titus differs from that described 
in the text of P in several particulars, notably in the details of 
the ornamentation (see Reland's plate, op. tit. 6). In this 
respect it agrees better with the description of Josephus, who 
speaks of its ' knops and lilies with pomegranates and bowls,' 
seventy ornaments in all. The base, further, is hexagonal in 
form and ornamented with non-Jewish figures, while Jewish 
tradition speaks of the lampstand of the second temple as 
having a tripod base. The earliest known representation of the 
stand is found on certain copper coins doubtfully attributed to 
Antigonus, the last of the Hasmonteans (Madden, Coin* of the 
Jaci, 102, with woodcut). At a later period the seven-branched 
'candlestick,' more or less conventionally treated, was a favour- 
ite motif with Jewish and Christian artists on lamps,* gems, 
tombs, etc. 

Like the cherubim above the propitiatory (§ ix.), 
the lampstand was of ' beaten (i.e. repousse') work' 
(-"Vi??)- A talent of gold was employed in its con- 
struction, the general idea of which is clear (see 
illustration) : from a central stem three opposite 




THE GOLDEN" LAMPSTAND. 



pairs of arms branched oft' 'like the arrnngemcnt 
of a trident' (Josephus), curving outwards and 
upwards till their extremities, on which the lamps 
were placed, were on a level with the top of the 
shaft. The upper portion of this central stem, 
from the lowest pair of arms upwards, is termed 
the shaft (.ijb, *o RV 5 not as A V ' branch '), also the 
lampstand par excellence {v. 3 *); the lower portion 
is the base (so rightly RV for V£, lit. * loins, in the 
Mishna D'p? Kel. xi.*7). The latter, we have seen, 
probably ended in a tripod with clawed feet, as in 
the table of shewbread. The leading motive of 
the ornamentation on stem and arms is derived 

• For one of the best of these, showing the base in the form 
of a tripod, see PEFSt , 1886, p. 8. 
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!rjm the flower or blossom of the almond tree, 
'i'ne complete ornament, introduced four times on 
the stem and three times on each of the six 
branches, is termed s*3| (glbia', lit. * cup,' so KV; 
AV 1 bowl '), and consists of two parts,* correspond- 
ing to the calyx and corolla of the almond flower, 
the kaphtoV (EV *knop') and the perah (EV 
« flower*) of the text. At what intervals" these 
' knops and flowers ' are to be introduced is not 
stated (for the speculations of the Rabbis see 
Flesch, op. cit. with diagrams), nor do we know 
how the four sets of v.* 4 are to be distributed. 
It is usually assumed that these include the three 
knops which in v. 35 ornament the points where the 
branches diverge from the stem. It seems to us 
more in harmony with the text to regard the three 
knops in question, with which no flowers are 
associated, as suggested rather by the scales of 
the stem of a tree, from whose axils spring the 
buds which develop into branches. We accordingly 
prefer to find seven knops on the central stem, viz. 
two 'knops and flowers' to ornament the base, 
three ' knops ' alone, forming axils for the branches, 
and two ' knops and flowers ' on the upper part of 
the shaft. Shaft and arms alike probably termin- 
ated in a ' cup ' with its knop and flower, the live 
outspread petals of the corolla serving as a tray 
for one of the seven lamps. t The latter were 
doubtless of the unvarying Eastern pattern (see 
LAMP). The nozzles were turned towards the 
north, facing the table of shewbread, the lampstand 
having its place on the south side of the Holy 
Place. To see that the lamps were supplied with 
the finest produce of the olive (' pure olive oil 
beaten,' for which see Oil, vol. iii. p. 591', 592»), 
trimmed and cleaned, was part of the daily duty of 
the priests. The necessary apparatus, the snuffers 
and snuff-dishes (which see) with the 'oil vessels' 
(Nu 4"), were also of pure gold. 

From the notices in the different strata of P 
(Ex 27 2W -, cf. 30 7 , Lv 24 lff -, Nu 8 lff ) it is not clear 
whether the lamps were to be kept burning day 
and night or by night only. The latter alterna- 
tive was the custom in the sanctuary of Shiloh (1 S 
3 s ). From Lv 24 ,ff - (note v.")— of which Ex 27 aof - 
is perhaps a later reproduction— it would appear 
that the lamps burned only 'from evening to 
morning.' At the time of the morning sacrifice 
they were to be trimmed, cleaned, and replaced 
(Ex 30 7 , cf. Tamid iii. 9, vi. 1), ready to be relit 
in the evening (30 8 , 2 Ch 13 11 ). Against this, the 
prima facie interpretation, must be put such con- 
siderations as these: (1) the ancient custom of the 
ever burning lamp alluded to under Candle (vol. 
i. p. 348 b ) ; (2) the expression v?? tj, a ' continual 
lamp or light' (Lv 24 a = Ex 27 20 ) ; and (3) since the 
dwelling was absolutely dark, there must, one 
would think, have been some provision for light- 
ing it during the day. The practice of a later 
period, vouched for by Josephus (Ant. III. viii. 3 
[§ 199], with which cf. his quotation from pseudo- 
HecaUeus, c. Apion. i. 22 [§ 199]), by which only 
three of the lamps burned by day and the remain- 
ing four were lighted at sunset, seems to be a 
compromise between the directions of the text and 
the practical necessities of the case (so Riehm, 
HWB*, art. 'Leuchter'). The Rabbinical notices 
are still later, and differ from both the data of P 
and those of Josephus. (On the whole question 

• This appears from 25*, where the cops are defined as each 
consisting of 'a lmop and a flower' ; hence in v.si 'its knops 
and its flowers' are to be taken as in apposition to 'its cups' 
(sec Dillm. in loc.\ not, as already in LXX, as two additional 
ornaments («' nfwrifu ui tl rftifiripu uti r« up,** ; cf. the 
Kin lilar in ^interpretation regarding the frames of tfce dwelling 
on the port of the LXX, J vii. (fc) above). 

t In the Mishna perah (' flower ') has on this account become 
the usual term for the plinth or tray of an ordinary lampstand 
(Ohaloth xi. 8, Kelim xi.. 7). Ct. the irilifum of the divergent 
description in the Or. text (37"«0- 



see Schurer, HJP II. L 281 f. with full reft, and 
295 f.). 

The fate of the golden lampstand of the second temple, mad* 
under the direction of Judas Maccabasus (1 Mac 4 48f ) to replace 
the earlier stand (nt Xuxf-xt r*v j»m, ib. I s , Ben Sim's ilix'' m 
kyim, 2617) carried off by Antiochus iv. , has been narrated under 
Shkwrread (} iii.} Onias in furnishing his temple at Leontopolis 
was content with a single golden lamp, suspended by a chain of 
gold (Jos. BJ vil x. 3). 

(c) The Alter of Incense (Ex W' s =3r*-* [the 
latter absent in Gr.] ; Jos. Ant. ill. vi. 8 [§ 147 if.]). 
— No part of the furniture of the tabernacle has 
been the subject of so much controversy in recent 
years as the altar of incense, which in onr present 
text of Exodus occupies the place of honour in 
front of the veil. The attitude of modern criticism 
to Ex 30. 31 has been already stated (§ iii.), and it 
mnst suffice here to indicate in a summary way 
the principal grounds on which recent critics, with 
one voice, have pronounced against the presence 
of this altar in the tabernacle as sketched by the 
original author of Ex 25-29 (cf. Exodus, vol. L p. 
8HP ; Incense, vol. ii. p. 467 f. ; Temple). 

(1) The tabernacle and its furniture have been described In 
detail, as also the dress and consecration of its ministrant 
priests, and the .whole section brought to a solemn close with 
29ttr.. Advocates of the traditional view must therefore ex- 
plain the absence from its proper place in ch. 25 of an article 
ex hypotlieri so essential to the daily ritual (307') as the altar 
of incense. They have also to account for the tact that the 
position of Ex 30' -io varies in the MT, the Samaritan-Hebrew, 
and Gr. texts (being altogether absent from the latter in the 
recapitulation in ch. 87). (2) Pi in the most unmisUkable 
manner refers to the altar of burnt -offering as 'the altar' (so 
not less than 100 times, according to the Ox/. Hex. ii. 127), 
implying that he knew no other. Only in strata that bear 
other marks of a later origin does it receive a distinguishing 
epithet (§ vi. (a)). (3) The reference in 80"» is clearly based on, 
and is therefore younger than, the ritual of the Day of Atone- 
ment as described in Lv id 1 *' 1 . But this chapter ignores the 
altar of incense, and, in harmony with Lv 10 1 and Nu 16**, 
requires the incense to be offered on censers. (4) Careful exami- 
nation of the MT of 1 K 7 and Ezk 41 (see Shew bread, Turns) 
has disclosed the fact that an incense altar found a place 
neither in the real temple of Solomon nor in the ideal temple 
of Ezekiel. The references in 1 Ch 28", 2 Ch 4»» etc., are too 
late in date to enter into the argument as to the contents of 
P. The first historical reference to the ' golden altar' is found 
in the account of the sack of the temple by Antiochus iv. 
(1 Mac l a ). On the other hand, the extreme scepticism of 
Wellhausen (ProUg., Eng. tr. 67) and others as to the existence 
of such an altar even in the second temple is unwarranted (see 
Delitzsch, ' Der Raucheraltar ' in Zeittchr./. kirchl. Wittentchajt, 
1880, 114-121) 

Assuming, then, that we have to do with a later 
addition (novella) to' the original code, we note 
that this second altar is named rrpp t?i?;? rjsp (30 1 ) 
or simply rrjbj-n "d (MP 7 etc.), also the 'golden altar' 
(39 s8 etc., 1 Mac 1 SI ) ; in the LXX rb Ovmaenbptw 
rod Ovfud/xaros, in Philo and Josephus rb Ovfuarfifno* 
— so Symm. and Theod. 30 1 ; for He 9* see end of 
section. Like the larger altar it is 'four square,' 
a cubit in length and breadth, and 2 cubits in 
height, and furnished with horns (for these see 
§ vi.). The material is acacia wood, overlaid with 
pure gold, the ornamentation a moulding of solid 
gold in, see § viii. (a)), with the usual provision 
for rings and staves (v. 4 *-).* Its position is to be in 
the Holy Place, in front of 'the veil that is by 
the ark of the testimony' (v. 6 ). Aaron and his 
sons shall offer 'a perpetual incense' upon it 
night and morning, when they enter to dress and 
lignt the lamps of the golden stand (v. 7 *). Once 
a year, on the Day of Atonement, its horns shall 
be brought into contact with the atoning blood 
(v. 10 ). Owing to the ambiguity in the directions of 
v. 8 (cf. 6 b with 6» in MT, Sam., and LXX; also 
Holzinger, in loc.) if taken by themselves, and U> 
the influence of the late gloss (1 K 6^"), a tradition 
grow up, which finds expression in the famous 
passage He 9*, that the incense altar stood in 
the Most Holy Place, 'which had a golden altar 
• Differently expressed from Px. 
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of incense* and the ark of the covenant.' The 
same verse contains a similar divergent tradition 
regarding the contents of the ark (see next section). 

ix. The Furniture of the Most Holy Place. 
—The Ark and the Propitiatory (Ex 25 1 °- 22 =37 1 - 9 
[Gr. 38 18 ] ; Jos. Ant. III. vi. 5).— Within the Most 
Holy Place stood in solitary majesty the sacred 
ark, on which rested the propitiatory or mercy- 
seat with its overarching cherubim. The history 
of the ancient palladium of the Hebrew tribes, 
•the ark of J of the older writers, has been 
given under Ark. We have here a more elabor- 
ate shrine, to which P gives by preference the 
designation 'ark of the testimony' (man jH-ij; 25 1U 
and often, i) *ci/3»roj rod /xaprvplov), a phrase parallel 
to and synonymous with that favoured by Deut. 
and the Deuteronomistic editors, * ark of the cove- 
nant.' In both cases the ark was so named as 
containing the Decalogue (rmjn « the testimony,' 
2518. «) > written on « the tables of testimony ' (31> 8 ). 
The ark itself sometimes receives the simple title 
•the testimony' (16* 4 etc.) ; and the tabernacle, as 
we have seen (§ iii.), as in its turn containing the 
ark, is named 'the dwelling of the testimony and 
• the tent of the testimony.' t See Testimony. 

The ark of P is an oblong chest of acacia wood 
overlaid within and without with gold, 2J cubits 
in length, and 1£ in breadth and height (i.e. 5x3 
x3 half - cubits). Each of its sides is finished 
with a strip of cable or ogee moulding (t, EV 
•crown,' see § viii. (a)) of solid gold in the same 
manner as the top of the table of shew bread ; 
with this difference, however, that in the former 
the upper line of moulding must have projected 
beyond the plane of the top of the ark, probably to 
the extent of the thickness of the propitiatory, in 
order that the latter, with its cherubim, might 
remain in place during the march. Within the 
sacred chest was to be deposited ' the testimony ' 
(v. 16 ) or Decalogue, as already explained. Before 
it — not within it, as a later tradition supposed 
(He 9*)— were afterwards placed a pot of manna 
(Ex 10 33 ') and Aaron's rod that budded (Nu 17 10 ). 

Distinct from but resting upon the ark, and of 
the same superficial dimensions (2J x 1£ cubits), was 
a slab of solid gold, to which the name knpporeth is 
given (only in P and 1 Ch 28" EV 1 mercy-seat'). 

The familiar rendering ' mercy-seat,' first used by Tindale, 
following Luther's Gnadenetuhl (cf. Siiewbrrad, { i.), goes back 
to that of the oldest VSS (LXX ikurri.pm, Vulg. propittatorium) 
—and is based on the secondary and technical sense of the 
root-verb 1B3, viz. ' to make propitiation ' for sin. Hence the 
Wyclif-Hereford rendering ' propitiatory,' derived from Jerome, 
is preferable to Tindale's ' mercy - seat.' In our opinion the 
rendering * propitiatory ' must be maintained. The alternative 
'covering' (RVm) adopted in preference by so many modern, 
particularly German, scholars (cf. ir.tltu* in Gr. of Ex 25' 7, and 
Philo, op. ext. [cd. Mangcy, ii. 150] iv.Ciua wSd* [a lid]), 

is open to two serious objections. On the one hand it is based 
on the still unproved assumption that the primary signification 
of 133 was ' to cover," J and on the other hand the kapporeth 
was in no sense the lid or cover of the ark, which was a chest or 
coffer complete in itself. Dillmann and others have unsuccess- 
fully attempted a via media by taking kapporeth in the sense 
of a protective covering (Sehutzdach, Deekplatte, etc.). See, 
further, Deissmann, Bible Studies [Eng. tr.J, p. 124 ff. 

Near the ends of the propitiatory stood, facing 
each other, two small § emblematic figures, the 
cherubim, of the same material and workmanship 

• So RVm and American RV in text for ;yt/«S» Bu.utmnifm 
with most recent interpreters ; AV and RV 'a golden censer.' 

t Ip the art. Ark (| i.) attention was briefly called to the 
three sets of designations of the ark characteristic of the early, 
the Deuteronomic, and the priestly writers respectively, of 
which all the other OT titles, some twenty in all, are merely 
variations and expansions. See for later discussions H. P. 
Smith, Samuel, 33 ; ' Ark * in E-neye. Bibl. L 300 f . ; Heinhold, Die 
Lade Jahvei, 2 ft. 

t The most recent research seems to point in favour of the 
alternative ' to wipe off' ; see Zimraern, Beitriige zur Kenntni** 
d. babul. Religion, 92 ; Haupt in JBL, xix. (1900) 61, 80. 

i It must be noted that, with bodies bent and wings out- 
stretched, the cherubim were accommodated on a surface less 
than 4 ft. from end to end. 



as the golden lampstand, viz. 'beaten' or rtpoussi 
work (-"lyilP, xpwroro/wwd) of pure gold. Being 
securely soldered to the propitiatory they are 
reckoned as ' of one piece with it (v. u ). Each 
cherub was furnished, like the larger and differently 
placed cherubim of Solomon's temple (1 K 6 s:ur -)» 
with a pair of wings which met overhead, while 
their faces were bent downwards towards the 
propitiatory. Whatever may have been their 
significance in primitive Hebrew mythology, the 
cherubim as here introduced, like the kindred sera- 
phim in Isaiah's vision, are the angelic ministers 
of J", guarding in the attitude of adoration the 
throne of His earthly glory (cf. Book of Enoch, ed. 
Charles, 71 7 ). The propitiatory, with the over- 
arching cherubim, was, in truth, the innermost 
shrine of the wilderness sanctuary, for it was at 
once J'"s earthly and the footstool of His heavenly 
throne * (cf. 1 Ch 28 2 ). Not at the tent door, as 
in the earlier representation (Ex 33 7ff -), but 'from 
above the propitiatory, from between the cherubim ' 
(25 a ), will J" henceforth commune with His servant 
Moses (30 8 ). 'There, in the darkness and the 
silence, he listened to the Voice' (Nu 7"). 

For the transport of the sacred chest, its pro- 
pitiatory and chernbim, two poles of acacia wood 
overlaid with gold are provided. These are to 
rest permanently (Ex 25 15 , otherwise Nu 4 8 , where 
the staves are inserted when the march begins) in 
four rings, attached, according to our present text, 
to the four 'feet' (rgtqp v.", so UV, but AV 
' corners ') of the ark. 

But this text and rendering are open to serious question. 
For (1) of the shape, length, and construction of these ' feet ' 
nothing is said ; (2) why should the author employ the Phoenician 

word (D1'9) for 1 toot ' here in place of the usual (v.*)? (3) If 
the rings were attached so far down, a state of dangerously 
unstable equilibrium would result ; (4) all the oldest versions 
apparently read, or at least, as our own AV, rendered as in v.* 
V(iK9 'its four corners.' t We must suppose, then, that the 
rings were attached, perhaps below the moulding, at the corners 
of the ihort sides of the ark (so the Baraitha, Neumann, Keil), 
along which, and not along the long sides (as Riggenbach, 
Dillm., and most), the poles rested. The object of this arrange- 
ment is to secure that the Divine throne shall always face in 
the direction of the march. The weight of the whole must 
have been considerable, with poles, certainly not ' staves,' and 
bearers to correspond. { 

In the second temple there was no ark, and 
consequently no propitiatory, notwithstanding the 
statement in the Apocalypse of Paruch (6 7 ) that it 
was hidden by an angel before the destruction of 
the temple, A.D. 70. According to P the sole 
contents of the ark, as we have seen, were the two 
tables of testimony on which the Decalogue was 
inscribed. Once a year, on the Day of Atone- 
ment, the high priest alone entered the Holy of 
Holies to bring the blood of the cin -offerings into 
contact with the propitiatory (Lv 16 Uf -; see ATONE- 
MENT, Day of, vol. i. p. 199). 

x. Erection and Consecration of the 
Tabernacle. — In the oldest stratum of the 
Priests' Code the directions for the preparation of 
the sanctuary and its furniture (Ex 26-27), which 
have engaged our attention up to this point, are 
followed by equally minute instructions as to the 
priestly garments (28), and by the solemn consecra- 
tion oi Aaron and his sons for the priestly office 
(29). The altar alone of the appointments of the 
For this idea and its possible bearing on the ultimate 
historical origin of the ark as the empty throne of an imagelew 
deity, see Meinhold, Die Lade Jahre*(l900), 44 and pan/rim , ba.sed 
on the researches of Reichel in Ueber Vorhellenitche GOttcrcuUt 
(esp. 27 ff.); cf. also Budde in Expo*. Times, June 1B93, p. 
390 ff. (reprinted (in German] in ZATW, 1901, p. 194 0.). 

t Cf. 1 K 7*>, where vreyo of MT (AV here also 'corners') ii 
similarly regarded by recent commentators as a corruption ol 
WINS or vrUD. 

5 The propitiatory, even if only a flngerbreadth thick, would 
alone weigh 760 ll>. troy. The weight of the whole must be put 
at about cwt. The Talmud mentions four bearers (Klesch, op 
cit. IX) Two sufficed for the historical a:k (Ark, vol. i. p. 1606). 
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sanctuary is singled out for consecration (29 S8f ). 
In the first of the accretions to the older document 
(30. 31), however, we find instructions for the 
anointing of .' the tent of meeting ' arid all the 
furniture of the sanctuary with the ' holy anoint- 
ing oil' (SO 28 *-), with which also the priests are to 
be anointed. When we pass to the still later 
stratum (35-40 ; see above, § iii. ), we find a record 
of the carrying out of the preceding instructions 
to the last detail, followed by the erecting of * the 
dwelling of the tent of meeting' (40 lir -) on the first 
day of the first month of the second year, that is, 
a year less fourteen days from the first anniversary 
of the Exodus (40 1 - 17 , cf. 12 3 - 6 ). A comparison 
with 19 1 shows that according to P's chronology a 
period of at least nine months is allowed for the 
construction of the sanctuary and its furniture. 
Some of the questions raised by 40 1 "- 19 as to the 
manner in which the curtains 'were spread over 
the dwelling ' have been discussed by anticipation in 
§ vii. (c) ; it must suffice now to add that after the 
court and the tabernacle proper had been set up, 
and all the furniture in its place, the whole, we 
must assume, was duly anointed by Moses him- 
self in accordance with the instructions of the 
preceding verses (40 9 '-), although this fact is not 
mentioned until we reach a later portion of the 
narrative (Lv 8 10 '-, Nu 7 1 ). This consecration of the 
sanctuary naturally implies that it is now ready 
for the purpose for which it was erected. Accord- 
ingly • tne cloud covered the tent of meeting, and 
the glory of J" filled the dwelling' (40 s "-). «T had 
now taken possession of the holy abode which had 
been prepared for Him. With the new year, as 
was most fitting, the new order of things began. 

xi. The Tabernacle on the March (Nu 2" 
3»-w 4iff. e tc.). — The cloud which rested on the 
dwelling by day and appeared as a pillar of tire 
by night accompanied the Hebrews 'throughout 
all their journeys ' in the wilderness. When ' the 
cloud was taken up from over the dwelling' (Ex 
40 s7 , Nu 9 17 ) this was the signal for the tents to be 
struck and another stage of the march begun ; 
while, ' as long as the cloud abode upon the dwell- 
ing, whether it were two days or a month or a 
year,' the children of Israel remained encamped 
and journeyed not (Nu 9 ,8ff -). The charge of the 
tabernacle and of all that pertained thereto was 
committed to the official guardians, the priests 
and Levites (Nu 3 Sff -). When the signal for the 
march was given by a blast from the silver trumpets 
(10 lff -), the priests entered the dwelling, and, taking 
down the veil at the entrance to the Most Holy 
Place, wrapped it round the ark (4 s,r ). This, as 
the most sacred of all the contents of the taber- 
nacle, received three coverings in all, the others 
but two. Full and precise instructions follow for 
the wrapping up of tne rest of the furniture (4 7 " w ). 
This accomplished, the priests hand over their 
precious burden to the first of the Levitical guilds, 
the sons of Kohath, for transport by means of the 
bearing-poles with which each article is provided 
(v. 1 *'*). The second guild, the sons of Gershon, 
have in charge the tapestry curtains of the dwell- 
ing, the hair curtains of the tent, the two outer 
coverings, the veil, and the screen (3 s51, 4 24ff ). For 
the conveyance of these, two covered waggons and 
four oxen are provided by the heads of the tribes 
(7 s - 7 ). The remaining division of the Levites, the 
sons of Merari, receives in charge the frames and 
bars of the dwelling, together with the pillars and 
bases of the dwelling and of the court, with four 
waggons and eight oxen for their transport (ib. ). * 

* The fondness of the priestly writers for proportion (2 : 1) 
has again led to strange results, for, even with the colossal 
'boards' of previous writers reduced to frames {see | vii. (6)), 
the loads of the Merari tea were out of all proportion to those of 
the Oerehonites. Nu 7, however, is now recognized as one of 
the latest sections of the Hexateuch. 



Everything being now in readiness, the march 
began. The Levites, according to Nu 2 17 , — and as 
the symmetry of the camp requires, — marched in 
the middle of the line, with two divisions of three 
tribes each before them and two behind. This, 
however, does not accord with Nu 10 17ff -, according 
to which the sons of Gershon and Merari marched 
after the first division of three tribes, and hod the 
tabernacle set up before the arrival of the Kohath- 
ites with the sacred furniture between the second 
and third divisions. 

xii. The Historicity of P's Tabernacle.— 
After what has been said in our opening section — 
with which the art. Ark must be compared — as to 
the nature, location, and ultimate disappearance 
of the Mosaic tent of meeting, it is almost super- 
fluous to inquire into the historical reality of the 
costly and elaborate sanctuary which, according 
to P, Moses erected in the wilderness of Sinai. 
The attitude of modern OT scholarship to the 
priestly legislation, as now formulated in the 
Pentateuch (see §§ i. and iv. above), and in par- 
ticular to those sections of it which deal with the 
sanctuary and its worship, is patent on every 
page of this Dictionary, and is opposed to the 
historicity of P's tabernacle. It is now recognized 
that the highly organized community of the priestly 
writers, rich not only in the precious metals and 
the most costly Phoenician dyes, but in men of 
rare artistic skill, is not the unorganized body of 
Hebrew serfs and nomads that meets us in the 
oldest sources of the Pentateuch. Even after 
centuries spent in contact with the civilization 
and arts of Canaan, when skilled artists in metal 
were required, they had to be hired bv Solomon 
from Phoenicia. Again, the situation of P's taber- 
nacle, its highly organized ministry, its complex 
ritual, are utterly at variance with the situation 
and simple appointments of the Elohistic tent of 
meeting (see § i.). With regard, further, to the 
details of the description, as studied in the fore- 
going sections, we have repeatedly had to call 
attention to the obscurities, omissions, and minor 
inconsistencies of the text, which compel the 
student to the conviction that he is dealing not 
with the description of an actual structure, hut 
with an architectural programme, dominated by 
certain leading conceptions. The most convinc- 
ing, however, of the arguments against the actual 
existence of P's tabernacle, is the silence of the pre- 
exilic historical writers regarding it. There is 
absolutely no place for it in the picture which 
their writings disclose of the early religion of the 
Hebrews. The tabernacle of P has no raison d'etre 
apart from the ark, the history of which is known 
with fair completeness from the conquest to its 
removal to the temple of Solomon. But in no 
genuine passage of the history of that long period 
is there so much as a hint of the tabernacle, with 
its array of ministering priests and Levites. Only 
the Chronicler (1 Ch 16* 21" etc. ), psalm-writers, 
editors, and authors of marginal glosses, writing 
at a time when P's conception of Israel's past 
had displaced every other, find the tabernacle of 
the prieatly writers in the older sources, or supply 
it where they think it ought to have been (cf. 2 Ch 
l 3 '- with 1 fC 3»-)- See, further, Wellh. Proleg. 
(Eng. tr.) 39 ff., and recent works cited in the 
Literature at the end of this article. 

xiii. The ruling Ideas and religious Sig- 
nificance of the Tabernacle. — If, then, the 
tabernacle of the foregoing sections had no historical 
existence, is its study, on that account, a waste of 
time and labour ? By no means. On the contrary, 
the tabernacle as conceived by the priestly writers 
is the embodiment of a sublime idea with which 
are associated many other ideas and truths of the 
most vital moment for the history of religion. In 
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this place it is impossible to do more than indicate 
in summary form some of these vital religious 
truths to which reference has been made. We have 
already (§ iv.) expressed the conviction that the 
only standpoint from which to approach the study 
of the true significance of the tabernacle, as de- 
signed by the author of Ex 25-29, is that laid down 
by this author himself. Following the lead of 
Ezekiel, his chief aim, and the aim of the priestly 
Writers who ex |>anded the original sketch, is to 
show to future generations the necessary conditions 
under which the ideal relation between J" and 
Israel may be restored and maintained. This ideal 
is expressed by Ezekiel and by P as a dwelling of 
J" in the midst of His covenant people (retf. in § iv.). 
The methods, however, by which these two kindred 
spirits sought to impress this ideal upon their con- 
temporaries are diametrically opposed. Ezekiel 

? rejects his ideal forward into the Messianic future ; 
' throws his backwards to the golden age of Moses. 
Both sketches are none the less ideals, whose 
realization for prophet and priest alike was still 
in the womb of the future. Both writers follow 
closely the arrangements of the pre-exilic temple, 
P, however, striving to unite these with existing 
traditions of the Mosaic tent of meeting. It is the 
recognition of these facts that makes it possible to 
say that ' a Christian apologist can afford to admit 
that the elaborate description of the tabernacle is 
to be regarded as a product of religious idealism, 
working upon a historical basis' (Ottley, A spects 
of the Old Test. 226). 

The problem that presented itself to the mind 
of P was this : Under what conditions may the 
Divine promise of Ezk ST" (' my dwelling shall be 
with them, and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people') be realized? This we take to be 
the supreme idea of the priestly code, the realiza- 
tion of the presence of God in the midst of His 
people (Ex 25 8 29f). This thought, as we have 
seen, is expressed in the characteristic designation 
'the dwelling,' given by P to the most essential 
part of the sanctuary which is to be the concrete 
embodiment of the thought. 

The Divine dwelling must be in accordance with 
the Divine character. Now, in the period from 
Deuteronomy to the close of the Exile, the two 
aspects of the Divine character which the inspired 
teachers of the time place in the forefront of their 
teaching are the unity and the holiness of J". 
Each of these attributes has its necessary cor- 
relate. The unity of J" requires the unity or 
centralization of His worship, which is the keynote 
of Deuteronomy. The holiness of J" demands the 
holiness of His people, which is the recognized 
keynote of the Law of Holiness (Lv 19 If.). The 
crowning result of the discipline of the Exile may 
be Rummed up in the simple formula 1 one God, one 
sanctuary,' a thought which dominates the priestly 
code from end to end. That there should be but 
one sanctuary in the wilderness, a symbol of the 
unity of J", is therefore for P a thing of course, 
requiring neither justification nor enforcement. 

With regard to the other pair of correlates, a 
holy God and a holy people, the whole ceremonial 
system of the priestly code expends itself in the 
effort to give expression to this twofold thought. 
The centre of this system is the tabernacle and its 

firiesthood, and every effort is made to render the 
ornier a visible embodiment of the holiness of the 
God who is to be worshipped in its court. We have 
seen (§ iv. ) the precautions taken by Ezekiel to guard 
his new sanctuary from profanation ; the same 
thought is prominent in H (Law of Holiness), and 
is impressively exhibited in the arrangement of the 
desert camp in P. Between the tents of the twelve 
tribes and the throne of J" there intervene the 
cordon of the tents of the tribe of Levi, the court, 



and the Holy Place— into which priests alone may 
enter, — all so many protecting sheaths, to borrow 
a figure from plant-life, of the Most Holy Place, 
where J" dwells enthroned in ineffable majesty and 
almost unapproachable holiness.* Once a year 
only may the high priest, as the people's repre- 
sentative, approach within its precincts, bearing 
the blood or atonement. Not only, therefore, is 
the one tabernacle the symbol of J"'s unity, it is 
also an eloquent witness to the truth : ' Ye shall 
be holy, for I, J", your God am holy' (Lv 19 J ). 
Yet these precautions are, after all, intended not 
to exclude out to safeguard the right of approach 
of J"'s people to His presence. The tabernacle was 
still the "tent of meeting,' the place at which, 
with due precautions, men might approach J", and 
in which J" condescended to draw near to men. It 
is thus a witness to the further truth that man is 
called to enjoy a real, albeit still restricted, com- 
munion and converse with God. 

One other attribute of the Divine nature receives 
characteristic expression in the arrangements of 
P's sanctuary. This is the perfection and har- 
mony of the character of J". Symmetry, harmony, 
and proportion are the three essentials of the 
aesthetic in architecture ; and in so far as the aesthe- 
tic sense in man, by which the Creator has qualified 
him for the enjoyment of the beauty and harmony 
of the universe, is a part of the Divine image (Gn 
l xu ) in each of us, these qualities are reflexions of 
the harmony and perfection of the Divine nature. 
The symmetry of the desert sanctuary has already 
been abundantly emphasized. The harmony of its 
design is shown in the balance of all its parts, and 
in the careful gradation of the materials employed. 
The three varieties of curtains (§ iv.) and the three 
metals correspond to the three ascending degrees 
of sanctity which mark the court, the Holy I*face, 
and the Most Holy respectively. In the dwelling 
itself we advance from the silver of the bases 
through the furniture of wood, thinly sheathed with 
gold, to the only mass of solid gold, the propitia- 
tory, the seat or the deity. As regards the propor- 
tions, finally, which are so characteristic of the 
tabernacle, we find here just those ratios which are 
still considered ' the most pleasing ' in the domain 
of architectural art, viz. those ' of an exact cube 
or two cubes pluced side by side . . . and the ratio 
of the base, perpendicular and hypotenuse of a 
right-angled triangle, e.g. 3, 4, 5 anu their multi- 
ples ' (see art. 1 Architecture ' in Encyc. Brit.*). The 
perfect cube of the Most Holy Place is universally 
regarded as the deliberate attempt to express the 

Eerfection of J"'s character and dwelling-place, the 
armony and equipoise of all His attributes. The 
similar thought, the perfection of the New Jeru- 
salem, ' in which no truth will be exaggerated or 
distorted,' is expressed by the fact that ' the length 
and breadth and height of it are equal ' (Rev 21 '•). - 
The 'symbolism of numbers' in the measure- 
ments of the tabernacle, of which so much has 
been written, is too firmly established to admit of 
question (for general principles see art. Number). 
The sacred numbers 3, 4, 7, 10, their parts (1J, 2, 
2£, 5) and multiples (6, 9, 12, 20, 28, 30, 42, 48, 50, 
60, 100), dominate every detail of the fabric and its 
furniture, t In all this we must recognize an ear- 
nest striving to give concrete expression — in a 
manner, it is true, which our Western thought 
finds it difficult to appreciate — to the sacred har- 
monies and perfection of the character of the 
Deity for whose 'dwelling' the sanctuary is 
destined. 

• For ' the fundamental sense of unapproafhallenett which 
is never absent from the notion of J'"s holiness,' see Holiness, 
vol. ii. p. 397*. 

t The curious student will easily detect these measurement* 
and numbers in the previous sections. 
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On the other hand, that the author of Ex 25-29 
intended to give expression to ideas beyond the 
sphere of J"s relation to His covenant people, or 
even within that sphere to invest every detail of 
material, colour, ornament, etc., with a symbolical 
significance, we do not believe. Following in the 
wake of Philo [op. tit.) and Josephus (Ant. III. vii. 
7), the Fathers, and after them many writers down 
to our own day, among whom Bahr stands pre- 
eminent, have sought to read a whole philosophy 
of the universe into the tabernacle. Now it is de- 
signed to unfold the relations of heaven and earth 
and sea, now of body, soul, and spirit, and many 
wonderful things besides. Happily, the taste for 
these fanciful speculations has died out and is not 
likely to revive. 

Quite apart from the authors of such far-fetched 
symbolisms stand several of the NT writers, who 
see in the tabernacle the foreshadowing of spiritual 
realities. Once and again the terminology of St. 
Paul betrays the influence of the tabernacle (e.g. 
the laver of regeneration, Tit 3 s RVm). For the 
author of the Fourth Gospel the tabernacle on 
which rested the Divine glory in the cloud pre- 
figured the incarnate Word who 'tabernacled (ian-h- 
puctn) among us, and we beheld his glory, the glory 
of the only begotten of the Father' (Jn l w ). In 
the Epistle to the Hebrews, again, the tabernacle, 
its furniture, and ministering priesthood supply 
the unknown author with an essential part of nis 
argument. With 'singular pathos,' to borrow 
Bishop Westcott's apt expression, he lingers over 
his description of the sacred tent and all its 
arrangements. Yet, like the whole Levitical cere- 
monial, it was but the shadow of the heavenly 
substance (8 5 ), a 'parable for the time present' of 
' the greater and more perfect tabernacle ' (9 11 ) 
which is heaven. Into this tabernacle Jesus Christ 
has entered, our great High Priest, by whom the 
restricted access of the former dispensation is done 
away, and through whom ' a new and living way ' 
has t>een opened of free access into the ' true ' Holy 
of Holies (9 W ), even the immediate presence of 
God. Last of all, in the Book of Revelation we 
have the final consummation of the kingdom of 
God portrayed under the figure of the tabernacle : 
' Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he shall tabernacle (aKnvwo-ei) with them, and they 
shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them' (Rev 21 s — for v. w see above) — in which the 
final word of revelation takes up and repeats the 
sublime ideal of Ezekiel and the priestly writers. 
• In this representation of the New Jerusalem 
culminates the typology of the OT sanctuary' 
(Keil). 

Literature. — Works on the tabernacle are legion, but there is 
no monograph from the standpoint of the foregoing article. 
The student must start from a careful study of the text of 
Exodus and of the more recent commentaries, such as Dillmann- 
Ryssel, Strack, Holzinger, Baentsch. The commentary in the 
International Critical Scries by the writer of this article is in 
preparation. The critical problems are treated bv Popper, Der 
WW. Bericht tlber die SttftMitte, 1362 ; Graf, Die. getchiehU. 
Bucket d. AT, 61 ff., I860; Kuenen, ttexateuch ; Wellhausen, 
Prolegomena ; and more recent writers (nee i ii. above). In 
addition to the relevant sections in the Archaeologies of Ewald, 
Haneberg, Keil, Benzinger, Nowack (vol. ii.), the articles should 
be consulted in the Bible Dictionaries of Winer, Kiehm, and 
PRE* (bv Riggenbach), all under 'Stittshutte' ; artt. 'Taber- 
nacle ' and ' Temple ' (the latter especially) in Smith's DB. The 
more important monographs are by Neumann, Die Sti/txhutte, 
1861; Riggenbach, Die Monainche Stiftthiilte*, 1867; Schick, 
Sti/Uhiittc und Tempel, 1808; and (in English) Brown, T/ie 
Tabernacle*, 1890. The most exhaustive treatment of the 
tabernacle, its arrangements and its significance, is Bahr's 
Si/inbolik d. Mo$ai»chen Ctdtus, 2 vols. 1837-S9 (Bd. i. End ed. 
1874), full of fanciful ideas. On somewhat different lines is 
Friederich, Symbolik d. Mas. SH/tuhutte, 1841. Sound criticisms 
of both, and an attempt to reduce the symbolism to saner limits, 
characterize Keil's full treatment in vol. i. of his Archaeology 
(Eng. tr.). See also Westoott, Epiille to the Hebrew, 1889, 
Essav on 'The general significance of the Tabernacle,' p. 233 ff.; 
Ottley, Anpectt of the OT, esp. p. 2«1 ff.. 'The symbolical sig- 
nificance,' etc A. R. S. Kennedy. 



TABERNACLES, FEA8T OP.-The names of 
this feast and the references to it in the Bible are 
given in the art. Feasts and Fasts. 

As the present article is a supplement to the above-named 
general one, the reader is recommended to refer to the latter 
(vol. i.), especially pp. 860, 861, and the synopsis on p. 863. (In 
the reft, to Tabernacles outside the Pentateuch insert ' Neh ' 
between ' Ezr 3« ' and ' "). In what follows, a number by 
itself will be a reference to a page in that article. 

Of the six passages containing injunctions con- 
cerning the observance of this feast, two are from 
Ex. and two from Deut. (863). The two in Ex. 
call it the Feast of Ingathering, refer to it as one 
of the three Pilgrimage Feasts (860* and note), 
place it at *he end of the year, and enjoin the 
attendance of all males at the sanctuary with 
offerings. 

The injunctions in Deut. contain noteworthy 
additions to those in Exodus. The Feast of In- 
gathering is called the Feast of Booths (sukkCth, 
without explanation as if the term were familiar), 
its duration is fixed for seven days, and it is to be 
kept at Jerusalem, ' the place which the Lord thy 
God shall choose.' Also in the year of release in 
the Feast of Tabernacles the law shall be read 
before all Israel in their hearing (Dt 31 1W -). The 
name of the festival points to the custom of erect- 
ing booths in the vine}'ards during the time of the 
vintage (cf. Is I s ' a booth in a vineyard,' RV), a 
custom which is continued to the present day in 
parts of Palestine; it served also (Lv 23*-* [HJJ 
to remind the Israelites that their fathers dwelt 
in booths or tents during their passage from the 
house of bondage to the Promised Land. Of the 
two ceremonies enjoined in Dt 26, the second 
(vv. ls ' 18 ) was probably performed at this festival. 
Both in Ex. and Deut. the connexion of this and 
all three Pilgrimage Feasts with agriculture is 
clearly indicated (cf. 860 b ). 

Before considering the two remaining passages, 
let us trace the observance of the feast before the 
Exile. It appears to have been a custom of the 
Canaan ites to keep a vintage festival, for accord- 
ing to Jg 9 s7 , after gathering the vineyards and 
treading the grapes, the men of Shechem held a 
feast in the house of their god, and at this gather- 
ing dissatisfaction with Abiraelech's rule was 
openly expressed. (For a discussion of this in- 
cident see art. Abimelech, and cf. Moore on 
Jg 8"). 

In Jg 21 19 mention is made of a similar festival 
observed at Shiloh, when the maidens went out to 
dance in the vineyards; but note the contrast 
between the Canaanites in the house of their god 
and the feast of the LORD held by the Israelites. 
Although this festival was held at Shiloh, where 
the ark was, it appears to have been an observance 
by a tribe or part of Israel only. 

The yearly sacrifice which Elkanah offered to 
the LORD of Hosts in Shiloh (1 S 1*) was probably 
in the autumn. The dedication of Solomons 
temple took place 'at the feast in the month 
Ethanim, which is the seventh month' (1 K 8 1 ),* 
i.e. at the Feast of Tabernacles. It was in imita- 
tion of this feast that Jeroboam instituted a feast 
at Bethel in the eighth month (1 K 12 33 ). 

From these references to the feast in pre-exilic 
times it may be inferred that, (1) at least in the 
times before the establishment of the kingdom, 
the pilgrimage to the sanctuary was made but 
once a year (most probably in the autumn) ; 
(2) festivals at other times of the year were also 
observed [cf. IK 9°, 2 Ch 8 18 , Is 9* <« the joy in 
harvest ' ; the same word as in Ex 23 16 is applied 
to the feast elsewhere called the Feast of Weeks) 

* A difficulty arises in comparing this passage with 1 K C*. 
where it is stated that the house of the Lord was not finished 
till ' the month Bui, which is the eighth month.' 
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29 1 (' let the feasts come round,' RV) 30», Hos 2" 
Am 5"]. 

Let us now consider the two remaining passages, 
which contain injunctions concerning tnis feast 
(Lv '23 and Nu 29), and here we notice that, instead 
of prescriptions relating to the three Pilgrimage 
Feasts as in Ex. and Dent., we have a sacred 
calendar in which the position of each festival is 
fixed by the month and day. A special name 
(ahp tn$? 'a holy convocation') is given to the 
festivals, or rath r to certain days of the festal 
periods, and servile work is prohibited on those 
nays. The Feast of Tabernacles lasts for seven 
days as in Deut., but an eighth day is observed at 
its close as an rn?-j 'a solemn assembly' (see 
Driver's note on Dt 16*). 

The post-exilic references to this feast are con- 
tained in Ezra and Nehemiah. In Ezr 3* it is 
stated that the Feast of Tabernacles was observed 
by the returned exiles as soon as the altar was set 
up, and before the foundation of the temple of the 
Lord was laid. The terms used in vv. w show 
acquaintance with the prescriptions of P with 
reference to burnt-offerings. * 

Very different in character from the notice in 
Ezr 3 is the account found in Neh 8 13 " 18 . Here the 
details are interesting and instructive. The refer- 
ence to Lv 23 40 " 43 is clear. The material gathered 
by the people is that prescribed in Lv 23* (the 
wording of the two passages is in some respects 
different ; cf. Kyle's note on Neh' 8"). With it 
they make booths, and set them up in the courts 
of the temple and in the open spaces of the city, 
and dwell in them, according to Lv 23". The 
feast was kept seven days, and the 'djereth of the 
eighth day was duly observed. t The writer is 
aware that a new method of keeping the festival 
is introduced, one unknown to the people during 
the rule of judges and kings, and the ceremonial 
throughout is that enjoined in Leviticus. It is not, 
however, definitely stated whether the numerous 
sacrifices prescribed for this festival in Nu 29 were 
offered on this occasion. 

The OT history of the Feast closes here. The 
eighth day, which is still distinguished from the 
seven days of Deut., is by the time of the writer 
of 2 Mac 10 6 reckoned as part of the Feast. 
Josephus (Ant. ill. x. 4) speaks of keeping a 
festival of eight days, and also mentions the 
enstom of bearing the lulab, consisting of a myrtle, 
willow, and palm branch in the right hand, and 
the ethrug or citron in the left. For this and 
other ceremonies observed at the feast see Jos. 
Ant. XIII. xiii. 5 ; the Talmudic treatise, Snkkah; 
Edersheim, Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, 
ii. 149, 157 ; and the references on p. 861 of art. 
Feasts ; and the NT references in the synopsis. 

On one point is stress laid in nil the accounts : 
that the ingathering which the feast commemorates 
is general ('when thou gatherest in thy labours 
out of the field,' Ex 23' 6 ; ' the fruits of the land,' 
Lv 23 w ; 'from thy threshing-floor and from thy 
wine-vat,' Dt 16 13 ). The Feasts of Unleavened 
Bread (mazzuth) and of Weeks or Harvest marked 
certain stages in the work of ingathering, but the 
autumn festival, the last of the yearly cycle, was 
the thanksgiving for the combined produce of the 
whole year. As the vintage and olive harvests 

* The doubts raised aa to the historical character of this 
sectiou do not materially affect the statement here made. 

t The difference between keeping the festival with and with- 
out the additional eighth day is illustrated by comparing the 
accounts of the dedication of Solomon's temple in Kings and 
Chronicles. In 1 K 8« it says, ' on the eighth day he sent them 
away,' i.e. on the 22nd of the month ; but in 2 Ch 7"-"> it gays, 
' in the eighth day they made a solemn assembly (izereth) . '. . 
and on the three and twentieth day of the seventh month he 
sent the people away. ..." The Chronicler describes the feast 
as kept according to the mle of Leviticus ; the writer of Kings 
assumes that the rule of Deut. was followed. 



had just been gathered, the worshippers might 
think chiefly of these rich gifts, yet the injunctions 
above quoted bade them take a wider view, and 
thank God for all His good gifts. It is also to be 
noted that in the autumn festival no special offer- 
ing of the fruits of the earth is enjoined corre- 
sponding to the sheaf of the wave-offering (Lv 
23*'") at Passover, and the two wave-loaves with 
sacrifice at Pentecost (23"" 21 )- Yet in other 
respects the Feast of Tabernacles is specially dis- 
tinguished from other feasts. In Deut. it is the 
only one of the three at which the Israelite must 
dwell at Jerusalem for seven days, and in Numbers 
the sacrifices prescribed for this festival are in 
excess of those for any other (for details see p. 
86 l b ). Its pre-eminence is asserted by Josephus 
(Ant. VIII. iv. 1 — it was ioprij atpbSpa. xapd rots 
'Efipalois aytwrdrri koX firylarif). In the OT it is 
sometimes called ' the Feast,' (tar* i$oxfr ■ 1 K 8* " 
(=2 Ch 5 3 7 s ), Ezk AS*, Neh 8"; cf. Lv 23» (H), 
1 K 12* 1 (Driver, Deut. 197). But it was also the 
festival which in early times was common to 
Israel and to the heathen round about them. 
May it be that the wider view of the autumn 
festival and the avoidance of any special offering 
of the fruits of the ground at this season were 
designed in order to make a distinction between 
their own festival and that of their neighbours, . 
and possibly to avoid excesses which attended the 
heathen celebrations, — to impress upon the Israel- 
ite, when he appeared before the Lord his God, 
that he was present at a harvest thanksgiving 
rather than at a vintage carnival ? 

A. T. Chapman. 

TABITH1.— See Dorcas. 

TABLE.— A word used in several senses, either 
in sing, or plural, 108 times in the OT and 20 
times in the NT. In the former when singular it 
is usually (56 times) the tr. of jri^y shullidn (LXX 
rpivt^a, Vulg. mensa). 'Table' is used with the 
following meanings. 1. A flat-topped stand, upon 
which victuals were set during meals, and around 
which people squatted or reclined. Such stands 
were usually small ; in ancient Egypt they were 
rarely more than a foot in height. Lepsius repre- 
sents a table of this kind heaped with meat, bread, 
and fruit, with two persons sitting by it (Den km. 
ii. 52). In the Middle and New Empire stands are 
sometimes represented as frameworks of laths 
bearing jars and other ve&sels on the top, and 
with an undershelf for the solid food. Such tables 
are named wth or win or tbhu. In Assyrian con- 
tracts, temple tables are called salhu. The tables 
used by the fellahin of Palestine are mostly round, 
and rarely more than 12 inches high. Probably 
the ancient domestic tables were also round, as 
Goodwin and Zornius have inferred from such 
expressions as ' round about the table.' The table 
in the prophet's chamber (2 K 4 1U ) was prol>ably a 
stand of this kind. It is possible that the shvlhdn 
may have been originally a mat or something 
spread under the food platter, as can be often 
seen at present among the fellahin ; but it must 
sometimes have been sufficiently high to allow of 
portions of food dropping from it. The seventy 
Icings who gleaned their meat under Adonibezek's 
table (Jg l 7 ) may have been fed from the leavings 
of the royal meals ; but the boast is probably an 
Oriental exaggeration, and the number a copyist's 
mistake. Posidonius tells of the king of the 
Parthians throwing food to persons sitting around 1 
him (Athenicus, iv. 38). The Greek trapcza was 
usually four-footed, hence peril, the name (Eustath. 
Comm. adOdyss. A. Ill); nevertheless it was some- 
times called tripous (Ath. ii. 32), a usage ridiculed 
by Aristophanes in an extant fragment of Tel- 
messes: Homer represents each guest as having a 
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separate table (Od. xvii. 333). These were some- 
times covered with a cloth (Crates, Theria, in Ath. 
vi. 267). The table was removed after the feast. 
The larger tables of a guest-chamber were longer 
trapezai, around which the guests reclined, and 
helped themselves from the common dishes ; hence 
the expression in Lk 22- 1 ' the hand ... is with 
me on the table.' The food was usually on a 
platter, but sometimes laid on the table without 
any dish ; hence the disgust of the condition de- 
scribed in Is 28 8 . 

2. To prepare a table for any one is to feed or 
nourish liim, as in Ps 23 8 . Figuratively, the per- 
sonified Wisdom is said to furnish a table for man's 
instruction (Pr 9 s ). Distributing the means of 
sustenance to those of the early Christians who 
lacked, was called by the apostles ' serving tables ' 
(Ac 6 ! ). To eat at one's table is to be a mem bar of 
his household or an honoured guest. David, as 
one of Saul's officers, ate at the king's table (1 S 
20 s8 ), and Mephiltosheth as a guest ate at David's 
table (2 S 9;-'°- »», 1 K 2 7 ). The 850 prophets 
who are said to have eaten at Jezebel's table 
(1 K 18 19 ) did not necessarily sit down with their 
royal hosts, nor did the servants of Solomon who 
consumed the meat of his table, the variety and 
amount of which amazed the queen of Slieba 
(1 K 10 s ) : the expression means that they were 
fed by the royal bounty (see Heraclides in Athen. 
iv. 26). The same is probably true of the 150 
Jews and rulers whom Nehemiah claims to have 
had at his table (Neh 5"). The honour of sitting 
at meat with the king was a special favonr (2S 
19 s8 ), requiring careful behaviour (Pr 23 1 ), and 
sudden leaving of the table was a mark of dis- 
pleasure (1 S 20 s4 ). Those round the table are 
said to ait at table (1 K 13 s0 ), and the members of 
the family circle are said to be round about the 
table (Ps 128?) ; squatting, as the children of the 
fellahin do still. 'The table,' in the sense of the 
indulgence in dainties, is to bo a snare for the 
wicked (Ps 69 2a , Ro ll 9 ). God's table to which the 
birds of prey are invited is provided with the flesh 
of His enemies (Ezk 30 40 ), a figurative description 
of His just judgment of the wicked. The table 
in Ezk 23" is prepared for purposes of the toilet. 

In the NT ' table ' is used in the sense of meal 
in Lk 22 sl M , Jn 12 a (where RV substitutes ' sat 
at meat ' for the AV ' sat at the table '). In Jn 
13'* ' no man at table ' is the tr. of oMeis tZh 
dyoKufUvuv. The dogs in the neighbouring Gentile 
district fed under the table (Mt 15 s7 - «, Mk 7- 8 , 
Lk 16 s1 ). Lazarus the beggar desired the crumbs 
which were gathered and thrown out from under 
the rich man's table (Lk 16 21 ), 

3. For the table of shewbread see artt. Shew- 
BREAD, and Tadernaclk, p. 662 f. 

4. The ' table of the Lord ' stands in Mai l 7 - 12 
(cf. Ezk 41 a 44") for the altar. In 1 Co 10 s1 , where 
it is contrasted with the ' table of devils,' it is 
evidently from the context the Lord's Supper as 
compared with pagan idol-feasts, the expression 
being probably borrowed from our Lord's words 
« at my table ' in Lk 22 30 . 

8. The tables of the money-changers (a! rpdVefai 
rwr koWvPktt&v) were the small square trays on 
stands which are familiar objects at the gates and 
bazaars of Eastern towns on which coins are dis- 
played, and beside which the money - changers 
stand. These are not infrequently overturned in 
the numerous disputes about the value of ex- 
changes. These money-changers were the bankers 
of primitive times : thus in the Isjkus of Dionysius 
of Halicarnassus the expression rpdrtfav srara- 
<ntfi'dfe<r0ai is used in the sense of setting up a 
bank (Reiske, vii. 309). Our Lord overthrew 
those set up in the courts of the temple (Mt 21" 
Mk 11", Jn 2 1J ). 



6. Table in the sense of a flat surface upon 
which writings were inscribed is expressed by the 
word rjiV. See following article. 

7. In Ca l u ' table ' is the tr. of acc, rendered 
by LXX iv ArakXUret afrrod and Vulg. in uccubitu 
suo ; cf. perh. 1 S 16", and in late Heb. n-p-j ( Levy, 
3. 163) and apg (t'6. 464 ; Schechter, Ben Sira 56). 
It probably means, from the context, a couch. 
See, further, the Comm. ad loc. 

In RV » table * is left out in Mk 7*. AV here tr. 
kXivQjv, ' tables,' but puts * beds ' in margin. The 
words Kal kKwuw are read by ADXril24> al min 
latt syrr. »" h M go arm Or ; omitted by gBLA 
min v*pn» syr ,ln me. 

Literature. — Besides the authors cited In text see also 
Rahr, Symbotik de* MomitcAen Citlttu, Heidelberg, 183" ; 
Schlichter, De inenta faciernm ; and L'golini, ' De mensa et 
panis propoeitionia ' in 1'hei. x. 005. 

A. Macalister. 
TABLE, TABLET. — 1. mV (etym. unknown). 
This word, which may be used of wooden boards or 
planks (Ex 27" 38 7 in the altar of the Tabernacle, 
Ezk 27 s in the ship fig. of Tyre, Ca 8 9 in a door) f 
or of metal plates (1 K 7 s8 on bases of 1 avers in 
Solomon's temple)f, is far more frequently used of 
stone tablets, esp. those on which the Ten Words 
are said to have been written (Ex 24 ia 31" ** 

3. >)S bU. Its bit. 19 341 ler. * bit. ». » JJfc 4I3 5IB (Eng. S3) Q9 Ins. 

10. 11. m. 17 10 i.JMi.J»ft.iJ ik 8°, 2Ch 5 10 ); of a 
tablet for writing a prophecy upon (Is 30* [|| nye], 
Hab 2 s ) ; fig. in Pr 3* 7 3 (wise counsels are to be 
written on the table of the heart), Jer 17 1 (the sin 
of Judah is graven [n$rio] upon the table of their 
heart). In all these passages both AV and RV 
tr. pV, when used of stone, by * table(s),' except 
Is 30 s where RV has 'tablet,' a rendering which 
might well have been adopted uniformly. The 
LXX reproduces by *\&$ (except Ex 24", Is 30", 
Hab 2 J [all victor], Pr 3 s 7 3 [both vXdrot], and Jer 
17 l [wanting in LXX]), and this is also the NT 
term (2 Co 3 s , He 9*). The 'writing-table' (rtra- 
Kldiof, RV ' writing- tablet') of Lk l 6 * was probably 
a waxen tablet. For a description of the use of 
both stone and wax for writing purposes see ait. 
Writing. 

2. p'5>3 (the tablet inscribed with a e-vt [stylxts], 
« to Maher-shalal-hash-baz,' Is 8 1 AV ' roll '). The 
essential signification of this word appears to be 
something with a smooth polished surface, whether 
of wood, stone, or metal. [For Vn| '^>3 B has Topoi 
Kcuvod /xeyiXov, A to/*. x&P rov *• Aq. «#aX2t 
neydXrj, Symm. rrOxot lUya}. The only other 
occurrence of the Heb. word is in Is 3 3 , where [in 
plur.] it prob. means 'tablets of polished metal,' 
'mirrors _ (so Targ., Vulg., Ges., Del., Cheyne, 
Dillm.-Kittel, but see Marti, ad loc, and cf. the 
LXX tA Siatpavij Aaicui>tK<i). 3. AV 'tablets' (ir>3 
[etym. unknown] : LXX veptS4£un>, TtptBU-ta ; RV 
' armlets'), Ex 35 s2 , Nu 31 M . The Heb. word prob. 
stands for some neck ornamentf (RVm 'necklaces ' ; 
cf. Dillm.-Ryssel or Baentsch, Exodus, ad loc.). 

4. The 'tablets' (i.e. lockets) of AV in Is Tr* 
become in RV ' perfume boxes ' (so Ges. ; cf. Vulg. 
olfactoriola), and some such sense [possibly 'oint- 
meut boxes ' ; so P. Haunt (deriving from Assyr. 
pa&'t&ii, 'to anoint oneself) in Cheyne's 'Isaiah,' 
SHOT p. 82] is required by the context for the 
Heb. irj-n "p?, although it may be doubted whether 
Vfi ever in the OT [Pr 27 9 is a doubtful passage] 
actually means ' odour.' The meaning is perh. ' of 
health, i.e. serving to give health to those who 
smell them ( = ' reviving,' 'refreshing'; cf. the 
Niph. of the root vsi, and its use in Ethp. in Syr. 

* In the Talmud ]v)i stands for the empty margin of a page 
or roll. 

t This is no doubt the meaning of the English word used by 
AV, for in the language of the day an ornament hanging from 
the neck could be called a ' tablet,' as Oolding, Ovid, 123, ' Riche 
pearlea were hanging at her eares, and tablet* at her breat' 
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=&wa\j>6x u )' Se e » further, art. PERFUME, vol. iii. 
p. 747'. J. A. Sklbie. 

TABOR ("fa*; B 0axx«a'» A and Luc. 0a/3«o; 
Vulg. Tliabor). — A city in Zebulun given to the 
Merarite Levites (1 Ch $"). No name having any 
similarity to Tabor occurs in the earlier list of 
Leviticaf cities in Zebulun (Jos 21* 4 - 86 ). Various 
suggestions, none of them quite satisfactory, have 
beeu made in regard to this place, — that the occur- 
rence of the name in 1 Chron. is due to a tran- 
scriber's error ; that it is an abbreviation of Chisloth- 
tabor, a town on the border of Zebulun (Jos I9 ,a ) ; 
that it is the Daberath of Jos 21'*, now DebQrizh ; 
and that either a town on Mount Tabor or the 
mountain itself is intended. Some authorities 
suppose it to be the same place as Tabor on the 
bolder of Issachar (Jos 19^, B TatOp&p, A Oa^wfl, 
Luc. Oa/Stip), and that at which the brothers of 
Gideon were slain by Zebah and Zalmunna (Jg 
8"»). C. W. Wilson. 

TABOR, MOUNT (^39 in; LXX tpo, Oaptp, rb 
'Irafiijpior (in Jer. and Hos.) ; Thabor). — One of the 
most celebrated, and, at the same time, one of the 
most striking, mountains in * Palestine. At the 
N.E. extremity of the rich plain of Esdraelon, 
and only about 5 miles E. of Nazareth, a limestone 
hill of unique outline rises to a height of 1843 feet 
above the sea. This is Mount Tabor, the At- 
abyrium, or Itabyrium of Greek and Roman writers, 
now called Jebel et-Tur. The mount overlooks the 
adjacent hills of Lower Galilee, and, being con- 
nected with them only by a low ridge, is practi- 
cally isolated. Its form approaches that of a 
truncated cone with rounded sides, and a fairly 
level, oval-shaped summit. When viewed from a 
distance, especially from the S.W., it has the 
appearance of a hemisphere, and is remarkable 
for its symmetrical form, its graceful outline, and 
its wooded sloi>e8. The mount is often capped 
with mist, and even in the dry season heavy dews 
refresh the parched soil, and give new life to the 
oaks, pistachios, and other trees that partially 
cover its slopes. In these coverts, during the 
Middle Ages, wild beasts found shelter ; and wild 
boars, birds, and small game still make them their 
home. The slopes are steep and rocky, but the 
ascent can be mode with ease — nearly everywhere 
on foot, and in more than one place on horseback. 
The view from the summit is disappointing, in so 
far that there is no one spot from which a complete 
panorama can be obtained ; but from many points 
places of the greatest sacred and historic interest 
can be seen. To the S. W. and W., stretched out 
like a map, the great plain of Esdraelon extends 
l»eyond Taanach and Megiddo to the gorge of the 
Kishon and the ridge of Carmel. To the N. are 
the heights of Liibich and the ' Horns of Hatttn,' 
where Guy de Lusignan and the Templars rnndc 
their last stand before surrendering to Salad in ; 
•and beyond them lie Safcd &nd the hills of Upper 
Galilee, with snow-capped Hermon and the peaks 
of Lebanon in the distance. To the N.E. and E. 
are the Sea of Galilee and the rugged Haurdn, 
the Jordan Valley, the deep gorge of the Yarmuk, 
and the high tableland of Bashan ; and to the 
S.E. the mediaeval fortress of Bel voir (Kaukab el- 
Hawa), the Jordan Valley below Bethshean, and 
the mountains of Gilead. To the S., on the lower 
slopes of Jebel Duliy (Little Hermon), are Nain 
and Endor, and beyond Jebel Duhy can be seen 
the crest of Mt. Gil boa. 

A mountain so situated, and so beautiful, 
necessarily played an important part in the history 
of Israel. Its isolation, and the steepness of its 
slopes, marked it out, from time immemorial, as a 
fortress or rallying point ; and its attractive beauty 



led the Rabbis to maintain that it was the mountain 
on which the temple ought of right to have been 
built had it not Deen for the express revelation 
which ordered the sanctuary to be built on Mount 
Moriah (Schwarz, p. 71). Amongst the mountains 
of his native land, the Psalmist (Ps 89 w ) could 
have selected no more fitting representatives than 
Tabor with its rounded features and scattered 
glades, and Hermon with its lofty peak and pure 
canopy of snow. So, too, its natural strength and 
conspicuous position led the prophet (Jer 40 ,! ) to 
use it and Carmel as an image either of the power 
and pre-eminence of the king of Babylon, or of the 
certainty and distinctness of God's judgments. 
Some commentators suppose Tabor to De the 
mountain alluded to in Dt 33 18 * 18 (see discussion in 
Driver, ad loc.) ; and hence it has been conjectured 
that Tabor was an early sanctuary of the northern 
tribes, which afterwards became the scene of 
idolatrous rites (Hos 5'). 

Mount Tabor is mentioned by its full name only 
in Jg 4 8 - J *. where it is stated to have been the 
place at which Deborah and Barak assembled the 
warriors of Israel before the memorable victory 
over Sisera (Jos. Ant. v. v. 3). 

The mount is probably (but see Dillm. ad loc.) 
intended in Jos 19**, where the boundary of Issachar 
is said to have reached to Tabor ; and this view was 
held by Josephus (Ant. v. i. 22) and Eusebius 
(Onom. ). Wnether the Tabor at which the brothers 
of Gideon were slain ( Jg 8' 8 ) was the mount, is more 
doubtful (see preceding art., and Moore, ad loc.). 
According to Josephus (Ant. VIII. ii. 3), Mt. Tabor 
was in the district of Shaphat ( Jehoshaphat in 1 K 
4"), one of Solomon's commissariat officers. In t he 
3rd cent. B.C. there was an inhabited city, At- 
abyrium, on Mt. Tabor, which Antiochus the Great 
took (B.C. 218) by stratagem and afterwards forti- 
fied (Polyb. V. Ixx. 6). In the time of Alexander 
Jannceus (B.C. 1U5-78) Tabor was in the possession 
of the Jews (Ant. XIII. xv. 4). But the mount 
passed to the Romans when Pom pey conquered 
Palestine, and, near it, Gabinius, the Roman pro- 
consul of Syria (c. B.C. 53), defeated Alexander, 
son of Avistobulus II., who had risen in revolt 
(Ant. XIV. vi. 3 ; BJ I. viii. 7). At the commence- 
ment of the Jewish war Tabor was occupied by 
the Jews, and fortified by Josephus, who surrounded 
the summit with a wall ( Vit. 37 ; BJ II. xx. 6, IV. 
i. 8). A little later, after Josephus had been taken 
prisoner by the Romans at Jotapata, a large number 
of Jews took refuge in the fortress. Placidus was 
sent against them with a body of horse, and, having 
succeeded by a feint in drawing the lighting men 
into the plain, defeated them and cut off their 
retreat. Upon this, the inhabitants of the place, 
whose supply of water, derived from the rainfall, 
was failing, submitted (BJ IV. i. 8). 

The later history of Tabor is connected with the 
belief that Christ was transfigured on the mount, 
and with the churches and monasteries erected 
upon it in consequence of that belief. The narra- 
tive (Mt 16. 17, Mk 8. 9) seems to demand a site 
near Ca?sarea Philippi ; but, apart from this, the 
existence of a fortified town on the summit of 
Tabor before and after Christ, makes the selection 
of that mountain improbable. Eusebius, who states 
(Onom.) that Tabor was situated in the plain of 
Galilee, and from 8 to 10 Roman miles E. of 
Diocfrsarea (Srfurieh), makes no allusion to the 
tradition ; whilst the Bordeaux Pilgrim (A.D. 333) 

S laces the scene of the Transfiguration on the 
fount of Olives. The first notice of Tabor as the 
place of the Transfiguration is a remark by Cyril 
of Jerusalem, c. A.D. 350 (Cat. xii. 16). Jerome, 
A.D. 386, says that St. Paula 'climbed Mt. Tabor 
on which the Lord was transfigured' (Ep. Paul. 
xviL ; cf. Ep. ad Mar. viii.), but docs not mention 



Digitized by Google 



672 



TABOR, MOUNT 



TACHES 



a church. Antoninus Martyr, e. A.D. 570, saw 
(vi. ) three churches ' at the place where St. Peter 
said to Jesus: "Let us make here three taber- 
nacles."' Arculf, c. A.D. 670, found (ii. 25) a large 
monastery with many cells, and three churches, 
enclosed by a stone wall. Willibald, A.D. 754, 
mentions (xiii.) a monastery and a church, 'dedi- 
cated to our Lord, and to Moses and Elias.' 
Saewulf, A.D. 1102, saw three monasteries, and 
adds that the one dedicated to Elias stood a 
little apart from the others. The Russian abbot, 
Daniel, A.D. 1106-1107, gives a full description of 
the mount, which he compares to a haycock, and 
of its holy places (lxxxvi.-Ixxxviii). Its slopes 
were covered with olive, lig, and carob trees ; and 
on the summit, at the S.E. end of the platform, a 
small rocky knoll wan shown as the place of the 
Transfiguration. Here there was a fine church, 
probably that built by Tancred, and near it, on 
the N. side, a seconti church dedicated to Moses 
and Elias. The churches and a Latin monastery 
were enclosed by solid stone walls with iron gates; 
and outside the walls were fields, vineyards, and 
fruit trees. A bowshot W. of the place of the 
Transfiguration was shown a rock-hewn cave in 
which Melchizedek was said to have dwelt and to 
have received Abraham when returning from the 
slaughter of Chcdorlaomer (cf. Fetcllus, A.D. 1130). 
Amongst the churches and monasteries noticed by 
Siewulf and Daniel must have been the church 
built by Tancred, to whom Galilee was granted as 
a fief ; and the monastery founded by the Black 
Friars of the reformed order of Benedictines of 
Cluny, who in A.D. 1111 disputed the jurisdiction 
of the archbishop of Nazareth (Albert of Aix, vii. 
16; W. of Tyre, ix. 13 ; de Vitry). In 1113 the 
monasteries were pillaged by Arabs from Damascus, 
and the monks massacred ; but they were soon re- 
occupied. Theoderich, in 1172, mentions a church 
and monks under an abbot (xlvi.) who, according 
to Ludolph von Suchein, ' used a leaden bulla, like 
the Pope ' ; and places the scene of the meeting 
between Melchizedek and Abraham at the foot of. 
the mount. In 1183 the monks repulsed an attack 
by the troops of Salad in. Two years later, 1185, 
Phocas, a Greek monk, found a Latin monastery 
at the place of the Transfiguration, and to the 
north of it a Greek monastery. He also saw the 
grotto of Melchizedek, with chambers above and 
under ground, and many cells for anchorites ; and 
close by, a church on the spot where Melchizedek 
met Abraham. In 1187 the mountain was laid 
waste by Saladin; but in 1212 it was strongly 
fortified by his brother el-Melek el-'Adel. The 
fortress was unsuccessfully attacked by A the 
Crusaders in 1217, and dismantled by el -'Adel 
in the following year. The monastery and church 
must have been spared, or little 'injured, for 
Yakut, A.D. 1225, mentions it (ii. 675 ; cf. Mar. i. 
434) as standing on the S. side of the mountain ; 
and adds that there were many vineyards, from 
which the monks made wine. This is confirmed 
by the tract ' C'Uez de Jherttsalem,' pt. ii., which 
notices 'a church of black Latin monks' on Mt. 
Tabor. In 1233 the Church of the Transfiguration 
was levelled with the ground by order of Sultan 
Bibars ; and later visitors found only * hollow 

E laces and caves beneath the ruins of splendid 
nildings, wherein lurk lions and other beasts.' 
Amidst these ruins, however, the Latin and Greek 
monks from Nazareth continued to hold an annual 
service in memory of the Transfiguration. The 
ruins on the summit are those of a fortress with 
square flanking towers, and, in places, a rock-hewn 
ditch. There are also many rock-hewn cisterns 
and a pool, and the remains of the churches and 
monasteries noticed above. The ruins are Jewish, 
Byzantine, Crusading, and Arab ; but, without 



excavation, it is difficult to make any clear dis- 
tinction between them. The Latins and Greeks 
have in recent years erected churches and mon- 
asteries on the sites of the earlier buildings, and 
the Latins have recovered the place of the Trans- 
figuration mentioned by abbot Daniel. 

Literature. — PEP Mem, L 387, 388-391 ; de Vogue, Egliae 
dt T. S. 353; Ouerin, Galilee, L 143-103; Robinson, BRP* 
iii. 851 IT. ; Burckhardt, Travelt in Syria, 1822, p. 332 ff. ; 
O. A. Smith, HGHL 394, 408, 417; Buhl, GAP 107 f., 216f. ; 
Bwnabe, U Mora Thabor. C. W. WILSON. 

T1B0R, The Oak of (AV The Plais op 

Tabor ; "fla? jH^jj ; ^ SpOs 9a/9wp ; querela Thabor), 
is mentioned (1 S 10*) between Rachel's sepulchre 
in the border of Benjamin at Zelzah and the * hill 
of God,' or Gibeah, as one of the points passed by 
Saul on his homeward journey after his anointing 
by Samuel. The site is unknown. Thenius 
emends, from Gn 35 8 , "toe 'k to rrrtrj 'k * Oak 
(terebinth) of Deborah' (Rachel's nurse). Thiii 
tree is called in the Genesis passage Allon-bacuth, 
and Ewald and others identify it further with the 
palm (tb) of Deborah mentioned in Jg 4*. (Cf. 
Moore on Jg 4"; Dillm. on Gn 35 8 ; Siegfried- 
Stade and Ox/. Heb. Lex. s. pi*). 

C. W. Wilson. 

TABRET (see art. Tabkr) is AV tr. of tp in Gn 
31", 1 S 10» 18 6 , Is 5" 24 8 30", Jer 31* Ezk 28". 
The same Heb. word is tr. 'timbrel' in Ex 15", 
Jg 11*, 2 S 6», 1 Ch 13 8 , Job 21", Ps 81* 149 s 150*. 
The RV, strangely enough, follows this want of 
uniformity in rendering, except in IS 10 s 18 8 , 
where it substitutes 'timbrel for 'tabret.' It 
might have been well to drop both ' timbrel ' and 
* tabret.' neither of which conveys any clear sense 
to a modern ear, and adopt some such rendering as 
'tambourine' or 1 hand -drum.' The LXX alwa3's 
tr. in by Tvuxawor except in Job 21", where we 
have fakrhpum, and Ezk 28", where a different 
Heb. text, lias been followed. [This lastnwy have 
l>een the case even in Job 21 1 '-']. See, for a descrip- 
tion of the in, vol. iii. p. 462 b . 

The A V rendering of Job 17* 'aforetime I was 
at a tabret,'' has arisen from a confusion of n;fr 
'spitting' [fir. \«y.] with «]h 'tambourine.' The 
words n;rnc d'k) n*h, in parallelism with the preced- 
ing dt?v 'in? ('I am made [lit. 'one hath 
made me'] a byword of the peoples'), mean ' I am 
become one to be spit on in the face' (RV 'an 
open abhorring'). See A. B. Davidson, ad loc., 
ami cf. the notes of Dillm. and Duhm. The LXX 
reproduce.! njh by ' a laughing-stock. * 

J. A. Sklbik. 

TABRIMMON (fenrnj, ' Rimmon [Bnnmnn] is 
good or is wise ' [see TaBEEL] ; B Tafcptna. A Tapcw- 
paijud, Luc. Taptpewtav).— The father of Benhadad, 
I K 15". 

TACHES.— An old word of French origin (cf. 
attacker) used by AV to render the Heb. o*c-» 
Ldrasim, which occurs only in P's description of 
the tabernacle (Ex 26«» M 35 11 etc.). The Or. 
rendering is Kpinot, which denotes the rings set in 
eyelets at the edge of a sail for the ropes to pass 
through; Vulg. circuit, RV 'clasps.' The Heb. 
word evidently signifies some form of hook or 
clasp like the Roman Jibula (see Rich, Diet, of 
Rum. and Or. Antiq. s.v.). Fifty 'taches' or 
clasps of gold, attached at equal distances along 
the edge of one set of tapestry curtains, fitted into 
the same numl»er of loops along the edge of the 
second set, and ' coupled ' the two sets together. 
A similar arrangement of bronze clasps joined 
the two sets of hair curtains which formed the 
'tent' (see TABERNACLE, § vii. (a)). The veil 
which divided the tabernacle or ' dwelling ' into 
two parts, the Holy Place and the Most Holy, was 
suspended immediately underneath the line of 
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clasps, a detail of considerable significance for the 
dimensions of the tabernacle (see § vii. (c)). 

A. R. S. Kennedy. 
TACKLING. — In Is 33* ' Thy tacklings (v$n) 
are loosed,' the Heb. word plainly means a ship's 
ropes. And that was the ordinary meaning of 
the Eng. word 'tackling ' about 1611, as in Shaks. 
Hick. III. iv. iv. 233- 

' Like a poor bark, of sails and tackling reft.' 

But the Eng. word was also used more romprehen- 
sively of the whole gearing, as in Ascham's Schole- 
master, 65, 'Great shippes require costlie tack- 
ling.' And so it is used in Ac 27'* ' We cast out 
with our own hands the tackling of the ship ' 
(RVm ' furniture '). The Greek word (<nrev4) is as 
vague, says Kendall, as the English ' furniture,' 
and may include any heavy fittings that could be 
readily detached, or spare masts and spars. See 
Ships and Boats. 

The word is of Scand. origin ; the It in ' tackle ' 
is the instrument, so that the tackle is that which 
takes hold of ; the ing is collective. 

J. Hastings. 
TADMOR (1 K 9" [so girt, AV, RVm ; Tamar 

in KUhtbh and RV ; B om., A Qtppd.6, Luc. OoSftip], 
2Ch 8* B* QoeBouSp, A 9eo>o/>, Luc. BeS/tip).— 
The Tamar of 1 Kings is believed by the present 
writer to be the same place as the 'Tadmor' of 
2 Chronicles (see, however, art. Tamar ; G. A. 
Smith, HGHIA 270, n* ; Kittel, Kbnige, ad loc.). 

Whatever view be held as to Tamar, Tadmor 
is undoubtedly the Palmyra of history, a city 
whose ruins nave excited the admiration of all 
travellers, and whose history under the rule of 
Odenatus and Zenobia can never be read without 
feelings of high interest. The city rose from an 
oasis in the Syrian desert due to springs welling 
up through the sands, or from rivulets descending 
from the neighbouring hills, giving rise to vegeta- 
tion and groves of palms. * At a later period it 
was supplied with water by means of an aqueduct 
built by Justinian. The position of the city is about 
150 miles N.E. of Damascus, half-way between the 
valleys of the Orontes and the Euphrates; and the 
caravan routes in ancient times as well as in the 
beginning of our era, connecting the Persian Gulf 
with the Mediterranean, and between Northern 
Sj-ria, Petra, and Central Arabia, passed through 
Palmyra. During tAe wars between Rome and 
Parthia, Palmyra endeavoured to maintain a 
position of neutrality ; and, about the year A.D. 
130, Hadrian took the city under his special favour, 
giving it the name of Adrianopolis. At a later 

Kriod Palmyra received the Jus Italicum and 
came a Roman colony ; and in the early period of 
the Persian wars the city became an important 
military post, and the inhabitants thus gained a 
knowledge of military tactics which they after- 
wards turned to use against their instructors. 

Odenatus and Zenobia. — Up to this time Palmyra 
was governed by a senate ; t>ut on the defeat of 
the Roman army under Valerian by Sapor, king 
of Persia, and the rejection of the oner of alliance 
mnde by Odenatus, who had attained the position 
of king or prince of Palmyra, the Palmyrene army 
hovered round the Persian host as it was retreating 
across the Euphrates with the captive Roman 
emperor and enormous booty, and inflicted such 
loss on the Persians that they were glad to put the 
river between them and their pnrsuers.t By this 
exploit Odenatus laid the foundation of his future 
fame and fortunes. With the consent of the 
emperor Gallienus the Roman senate conferred the 
title of Augustus on the brave Palmyrene, and 

• Gibbon, Decline and Fall, I. 886. 

t Peter Patricius, p. 2b, quoted by Gibbon, Decline and Fall 
ef the Roman Empire, L 362. 
vol. iv. — 43 



seemed to entrust to him the government of the 
East, which he in effect already possessed.* 

On the death of Odenatus, by assassination, 
Zenobia his widow, who had shared with him the 
government of the kingdom, became his sole suc- 
cessor, with the title of ' Queen of Palmyra and the 
East.' Of this remarkable personage Gibbon says : 
•Modern Europe has produced several illustrious 
women who have sustained with glory the weight 
of empire ; nor is our own age destitute of such 
distinguished characters. But if we except the 
doubtful achievements of Semiramis, Zenooia is 
perhaps the only woman whose superior genius 
broke through the servile indolence imposed on her 
sex by the climate and manners of Asia. She 
claimed her descent from the Macedonian kings of 
Egypt, equalled in beauty her ancestor Cleopatra, 
and far surpassed that princess in chastity and 
valour.' t On ascending the throne (A.D. 267) 
Zenobia maintained the same policy of hostility, 
both to Persia and Rome, which had been adopted 
by her husband, and defeated a Roman army com- 
manded by Heraclianus. She also invited the 
celebrated Platonic philosopher Longinus to her 
capital to be her instructor in Greek literature and 
her counsellor in affairs of state. But Aurelian, 
who had ascended the throne of the Western 
empire, had resolved to endure no longer the 
authority of a rival in the East; and in A.D. 272 
he marched to attack Zenobia with all the forces 
of the empire. Zenobia, being but weakly sup- 
ported in the unequal contest by Varahran, 
successor to Sapor, was defeated in battle, and 
attempted to escape by flight towards the Eu- 
phrates, X but was captured on the banks of that 
river and brought before her conqueror, who 
carried her to Rome to grace his triumph. While 
crossing the straits which divide Europe from Asia, 
Aurelian received intelligence that the Palmyrenes 
had risen in revolt and massacred the governor and 
garrison he had left behind. Enraged at this con- 
duct he at once retraced his steps, and the helpless 
city felt the full weight of his resentment. A 
letter of Aurelian himself admits that old men, 
women, children, and peasants were involved in 
indiscriminate slaughter ; but, taking pity on the 
miserable remnant of the inhabitants, he granted 
them permission to rebuild and inhabit the city. 
'But (as Gibbon observes) it is easier to destroy 
than to restore. The seat of commerce, of arts, 
and of Zenobia gradually sank into an obscure 
town, a trifling fortress, and at length a miserable 
village. The present citizens of Palmyra, consist- 
ing of thirty or forty families, have erected their 
[mud] cottages within the spacious court of a 
magnificent temple.' § 

Ruins. — The ruins of Palmyra attest ita former 
magnificence. The principal building is the great 
Temple of the Sun (Baal), with its lofty arch and 
grand rows of columns, originally about 390 in 
number ; but besides this there are remains of 
the walls of Justinian which enclosed the city, 
and outside the wall towards the north several 
ruined sepulchral towers, together with the remains 
of the aqueduct. || For an account of the Gr. and 
Aram, inscriptions see de Vogue, Syrie cent rale, 
pp. 1-8. Cf. also the interesting 'Zolltarif (A.D. 
155) published by Reckendorf in ZDMG (1888), 
p. 370ft - . (text ana com.) ; text in Lidzbarski. 

E. Hull. 

• Hist. Augv*t. Scrip, p. 180. 

t Decline and Fa'.l, !. 391. } lb. I. 398. 

§ Decline and Fall, i. 400 ; the history of Zenobia and Palmyra 
is taken principally from the writings of Pollio ; Vopsicus in 
Hist. Augvet. t. ; a modern romance, Zenobia, or the Fall oj 
Palmyra, by Rev. W. Ware (1844), will repay perusal. See also 
Wright, Palmyra and Zenobia, 1895. 

|| An excellent plan of Palmyra, taken from R. Wood's 
Iiu'net de Palmyre, will be found in Baedeker's Palestine ami 
Syria ; and in Murray's Syria and Palestine, one of less merit. 
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TAHAN (jn£"). — The eponymous head of an 
Ephrainiite chin, Nu 26 M ^ (T<£?ax), 1 Ch 7* (BA 
Qifn, Luc. Bdap). The gentilic name Tahanites 
CiQW, 6 Tamx(e)i) occurs in Nu 26 33 

TAHASH (em*, Toxoi).— A son of Nahor by his 
concubine Reumah, Gn 22-* [J]. The name means 
' porpoise/ and this animal was probably the totem 
of the (unidentified) tribe that bore it. 

TAHATH (nnp).— 1. A Kohathite Levite, 1 Ch 
6 M<iiob.i», (i3 on) i a" sup ras Q&aO) 87 < Hab> B > (BA 
0da0). 2. 8. The eponyni of two (unless the 
name has been acc identally repeated) Ephraimite 
families, 1 Ch 7 s0 (A [only first time] QdaO, B om. 
both times). 

TAHATH (nne; BA Luc. KariaO, Y KaredaO).— 
One of the twelve stations in the journeyings of 
the children of Israel which are mentioned only in 
Nu 33. It comes between Makheloth and Terah 
(v.* 8 '-), and, like them, has not been identified. 

TAHCHEMONITE, AV Tachmonlte.-See Hach- 

MONI. 

TAHPANHE8, TEHAPHNEHES (cnjsn* Jer 43 7ff 
44 1 46", bn}?n« Ezk 30 18 , o»nn [text, error] in KUhibh 
of Jer 2 18 , Tatpvit, Tatf>vat).—A city on the E. frontier 
of Lower Egypt. There is no doubt that it is the 
same place that was known to classical writers as 
Daphno?. The etyin. of the name is unknown, and 
no hieroglyphic equivalent has yet been found. It 
seems likely, however, that this frontier city was 
named 'the beginning of the ...(?)' Ta-hat-p ...(?). 
The modern name, Tell Dtfneh (often mis-spelled 
Defeneh or Defenneh on maps) is very close to the 
Greek. The site is now a desolate mound on the 
edge of the desert, and but little removed from the 
brackish swamp of Lake Menzaleh. Formerly this 
district was to a great extent cultivated, "being 
irrigated and drained by the Pelusiac branch of 
the Nile, now silted up. Pelusium, situate at the 
mouth of the Nile and surrounded by swamps, was 
nearly 20 miles away. Flinders Petrie excavated 
the site for the Egyp. Ex pi. Fund, and has demon- 
strated much of its history. One mound is appar- 
ently Ptolemaic and Roman, showing where the 
Daphno of the Rom. itineraries had been. Another 
mound, still apparently bearing a name connecting 
it with the Jews, contained remains of a palace or 
citadel destroyed by fire, which stood in the midst 
of a great camp. In the camp and fortress were 
found amongst other things thousands of arrow- 
heads, of small weights, and many fragments of 
fine Gr. and Egyp. pottery ; while in the founda- 
tions of the central building were plaques inscribed 
with the name of the builder, Psammetichus I. 
This king, the founder of the Saite dynasty (B.C. 
G04) is recorded by Herodotus (ii. 30) to have estab- 
lished a garrison at Daphnte as one of three chief 
frontier posts, and the Greek objects found there 
show that Herodotus was referring to the same 
place when he mentions (ii. 154) that Psammetichus 
established a camp of lonians in this region. The 
number and variety of the weights afford some 
indication of the amount of trade and money- 
changing that must have gone on here. It is very 
unfortunate that no inscriptions of importance 
could be found ; a great tablet of hard quartzite 
was indeed discovered, but, as it had been exposed 
for centuries to mutilation, few signs were left 
upon it. They are apparently the remains of a 
historical inscription of Psammetichus I. There 
was little indication of Daphno? having existed 
before Psammetichus, but for two centuries from 
that time it was a frontier post of the highest 
importance, and a name particularly well known to 



nations living on the E. of Egypt. A colony of 
fugitive Jews under Johanan established them sel * eu 
there after the murder of Gedaliah, Jer 43 7<r * 44 1 . 
The fulfilment of Jeremiah's prophecy, made on 
this spot, that Nebuch. would invade and take 
Egypt (43 8 " u ), has not yet been ascertained from 
the monuments, but the excavations gave evidence 
of violent destruction and conflagration. Herodotus 
(ii. 30) says that in his time the Persians kept 
up the garrison there. The place is mentioned 
Jth 1". 

Hanes, in Is 3(r», can hardly be Daphne?, for the 
latter did not rise to importance till a later date. 

F. Ll. Griffith. 

TAHPENES (trj^ne ; B Qextfttlva, A e«f/u*a, Luc 
Oextfulva). — The nameof the queen of 4 Pharaoh king 
of Egypt,' who gave his sister in marriage to Had ad 
the Edomite before the death of David (1 K 11"). 
Winckler (AT Vnterswh. 1-6), and still more 
Cheyne (Encyc. Bibl. s.v. ' Hadad'), consider the 
passage as full of corruptions, the chief point being 
that Mizraim (Egypt) should be corrected back to 
Musri (in North Arabia). If we accept the text as 
it stands, Hadad's marriage was not so grand as to 
be improbable. David was contemporary with the 
weak 21st dynasty, which appears to have had no 
influence abroad ; nor is it probable that the 21st 
dynasty kings reigning at Tanis had any consider- 
able authority even over the high priests at Thebes. 
The name ' Tah penes' has an Egyptian appearance, 
but has not hitherto been found on the monu- 
ments. F. Ll. Griffith. 

TAHREA (mqe).— A grandson of Mephibosheth, 
1 Ch 9*' (B eapdx, A Bapd, Luc. Gap&a). The nanie 
appears (prob. by a copyist's error) in 8 W as Tare* 
(iTHjB ; B Bf/^e, A Oa/*«, Luc. Gapda). 

TAHTIM H0D8HI, Thf.Land of (nphri chotb j-* ; 
B tit -Hjv Ga/Scurwr jj iSTW Naficwai, A tit 7/7* 'Eflawr 
'ASaaal ; terra inferiora Hodsi). — A place east of 
Jordan, which Joab and his officers visited when 
making the census for David (2 S 24'). It is men- 
tioned between Gilead and Dan-jaan. The MT, 
however, is certainly corrupt. In all probability 
we should read .i;na o'pnrr 'to the land of the 
Hittites, towards Radish [sc. K. on the Orontes]. ' 
The emendation crrn is due to Hitzig [GVI p. 29), 
njhp to Thenius (who suggested V")P or !V~p). Both 
emendations, w hich are strikingly confirmed by 
Luc. eis yrjp Xerruifi KaSijj, are accepted by Wellh., 
Driver, Budde, et al. Another emendation of tr-n 
is that of Ewald (Hist. iii. 162), who wonld read 
pin (Hermon). This is supported by Buhl (GAP 
69), and somewhat favoured by Lohr and H. P. 
Smith (Sam. ad loc), mainly on the ground that 
Kadesh on the Orontes is too far north to suit the 
requirements of the passage. C. \V. WlLSON. 

TAKE.— The verb ' to take ' is one of a short 
list of English words which Earle ' can offer with 
most conlidencd as words which have come in 
through Danish agency ' (Philology, § 59). It is 
at any rate a Scand. word ; and from the mean- 
ing ot the Gothic telcan and its relation to Lat. 
tangcre it is probable that its earliest meaning 
is to ' touch with the hand,' as in Morris' Old Enj. 
Misc. p. 31, * Ure lord . . . spredde his hond, and 
tok his lepre ; . . . and al so rathe he was i-warisd 
of his maladie.' From this would easily flow ' lay 
hold of,' * seize,' ' receive,' and the like. The ex- 
amples that deserve attention in AV may be 
grouped as follows : — 

1. To seize one's person : Sir23 21 * This man shall 
be punished in the streets of the city, and where 
he suspecteth not he shall be taken (v-iaod-fat-rat)' ; 
Jn 7 30 ' Then they sought to take him (xi&aai), but 
no man laid hands on him.' Cf. Mt 4" 'find. 
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• When Jesus had hearde that Jhon was taken, he 
departed into Galile.' 

2. To come upon one unexpectedly : 2 Mac 5 s6 
' Taking the Jews keeping holiday, he commanded 
his men to arm themselves ' ; 1 Co 3 1B ' He taketh 
the wise in their own craftiness.' Cf. Eurle, 
Alin-ocos. ' A Constable'—' Hee is a very earefull 
man in his Oliice, but if hee stay up niter Mid- 
night you shall take him napping'; Shaks. As 
You Like It, iv. i. 175, ' You shall never take her 
without ber answer, unless you take her without 
her tongue.' So to be taken (i.e. 'overtaken') 
with niqht. Sir 38* ; with evil, Gil 19" 1 ; disease, 
2 Mac 9=", Mt 4 M ; /ever, Lk 4 M ; palsy, 1 Mac 9 03 ; 
pangs, Mic 4"; one's iniquities, Pr 5* ; a de- 
moniacal seizure, Mk 9 lJ ; fear, Lk 8 s7 . Cf. Lk 
7 18 Rhem. ' And feare tooke them al, and they 
magnified God'; Rutherford, Letters, 61, 'Take 
you no fear.' 

3. ' Take ' was formerly used of the fascination 
of some good or bad influence, which was often 
supposed to be due to supernatural powers. Thus 
Palsgrave, ' Taken, as chyldernes fy mines be by 
the fayiies, faCe' 1 ; Cotgrave, 'fee, taken, be- 
witched ' ; Markham, Treatise on Horses, ' A horse 
that is bereft of his feeling, mooving, or styrring, 
is said to be takzn . . . some farriers conster the 
word taken to be striken by some planet or evil 
spirit.' So Pr ' Lust not after her beauty in 
thine heart ; neither let her take thee with her 
eyelids' (tqsp-^, LXX urjdi ffvyapraaejjs) ; so 6 2 ; 
Sir 9* ' Use not much the company of a woman 
that is a singer, lest thou be taken with her 
attempts ' (uiprort d\<t>s ; R V ' Lest haply thou be 
caught '), 23 7 . Cf. Bunyan, Holy War, 17, 'They 
were taken with the forbidden fruit ' ; Adams, 
// Peter 46, 'It is said that Judith's pantofies 
ravished Holof ernes' eyes ; her sandals took him.' 

4. The following phrases demand attention: (1) 
Take care, in the sense of ' be anxious ' (see Care), 
To 5* ' Take no care, my sister, he shall return in 
safety ' X>yov fte) j 1 Co 9" « Doth God take 
care for oxen ? ' (/ri) tG,* frol* ut\u t<* 0t$ ; RV ' Is 
it for the oxen that God careth ? ' Tind. * Doth 
God take thought for oxen?' — See Thought. 
(2) Talce indignation, Bel*" 'They took great 
indignation * (ij-yavdim^ra*' \lav) ; 2 Mac 4 s * (e'5ei>a- 
(op). The usual phrase is ' to have indignation,' 
as Mai l 4 , Mt 26 8 . (3) Tate heart, Bar 4 s " ' Take 
a good heart, Jerusalem ' (O&pati). (4) Take ones 
journey, Dt 2». Cf. Ex 40* '1 ind. ' When the 
clowde was taken up from of the habitacyon, the 
children of Israel toke their iornayes as oft as 
they iornayed.' (5) Take order, see ORDER. Cf. 
Ac 8 a Rheims, ' Devout men tooke order for 
Stephens funeral.' (6) Take a taste of, 2 Mac 13 18 
' W hen the king had taken a taste of the man- 
liness of the Jews' (eiXq^&t yeuaiv). (7) Take 
thought, see Thought. (8) Tales in vain, see 
Vain, and cf. Erasmus, Crcde, 153, 1 This thynge 
is to be noted and marked that he dyd not saye, 
thou shalte not name god, but he sayde, thou shalte 
not take the name of god. For that thynge is 
taken which is apnlyed and put to some use, and 
that thynge is taken in vayne and indiscreetly 
which is taken to a prophane and a vyle use, as 
when a man swereth by god in a matter of smal 
wayghte or valoure.' 

Notice, finally, some antiquated uses of the 
phrase to take tip : (1) To lift. Is 40 15 ' He taketh 
up the isles as a very little thing ' ; cf. Ac 7* ' Ye 
took up the tabernacle of Molecli ' [i.e. to carry it 
about with you) ; 21 18 ' We took up our carriages' 
(diroaKtvaffdntyoi, edd. 6r»<r*., RVin 'made ready'). 
(2) To translate to heaven, 2 K 2 1 ' When the Lord 
would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirl- 
wind,' 2' 4 , Ac I s 'Lntil the day in which he was 
taken up,' »• a . (3) To utter, used of a par- 



able, as Nu 23 7 ' He took up his parable, and 
said,' so 24 s - *• »• «, Mic 2 4 , Hab 2 s ; also of a 
proverb, Is 14 4 ; a word, Am 5' ; a reproach, Ps 15 s ; 
a lamentation, Jer 7 s *, Ezk 19' ; a weeping, Jer 9'° ; 
and a wailing, Jer 9 18 . Cf. Ps 16* ' Nor take up 
their names into my lips ' ; Ezk 36* ' Ye are taken 
up in the lips of talkers.' (4) In Neh 5 a the mean- 
ing is to obtain on credit. ' We take up our corn 
for them, that we may eat and live ' (RV ' let us 
get corn ' ; see Ryle's note). Cf. Jonson, Every 
Man out of his Humour, i. 1, * I will take up, and 
bring myself in credit, sure.' J. Hastings. 

TALE.— The Anglo-Sax. talu meant a 'number' 
(cf. Germ. Zahl) as well as a ' narrative,' and the 
verb tellan meant to ' count ' as well as to ' narrate.' 
In all the examples but one of ' tale ' in AV (apart 
from the Apocr.) it means 'number' or 'sum.' 
Thus Ex 5" ' And the tale of the bricks which 
they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon 
them ' ; so 5' 8 , 1 S 18", 1 Ch 9». In Nu l w Tindale 
speaks of Benjamin being numbered ' by the tale 
of names,' but in 1* Zebulun is counted ' after the 
numbre of names,' and in I* 8 Dan is numbered ' in 
the su mine of names.' 

In like manner ' tell ' occurs frequently in the 
sense of ' count,' as Gn 15 s ' TellHhe stars, if thou 
be able to number them ' ; 2 Ch 2 s8 ' Solomon told 
out threescore and ten thousand men to bear 
burdens' ; Sir 18 8 ' Who shall number the strength 
of his majesty, and who shall tell out all his 
mercies?' Cf. 1 S 14' 7 Cov. 'Saul sayde unto the 
people that was with him, Tell and se which of us 
is gone awaye. And whan they nombred, be- 
holde, Jonattias and his wapen bearer was not 
there ' ; Is 10 1 " Cov. « The trees also of his felde 
shalbe of soch a nombre, that a childe maye tell 
them ' ; Nu 1" Cov. ' All that were able to warre, 
were tolde in the try be of Juda' ; cf. also Jer 33 ,s , 
1 K 8*, 2 K 12" Ps 22" 48" 56* 147 4 (in several of 
which ' tell ' might be misunderstood as = ' men- 
tion'), and Milton, L Allegro, 67— 

' And every shepherd tells his tale 
Under the hawthorn in the dale.' 

In 1 S 27" occurs the expression ' tell on,' used, 
as it is still vulgarly, in the sense of ' inform 
against.' J. Hastings. 

TALENT.— See artt. Money and Weights and 
Measures. 

TALITHA CUMI.— The command addressed by 
our Lord to the daughter of Jairns (Mk 5 41 ), and 
interpreted by tl»e Evangelist, ' Maiden, I say 
unto thee, arise.' The Aram, words Dip *0*V? (so 
Dalman, Gram. d. Jud.-Pal. Aramaisch, p. 118, 
n. 6 ; p. 266, n. 1) have been variously transliterated 
in Greek MSS of NT. Tisch., with tfACLNII, 
reads raXifld ; WH, with B, raXtidi (see on the 
spelling Westcott-Hort, NT. ii. Append, p. 155, and 
Winer-Schmiedel, Gram. pp. 43, 44). D has the 
extraordinary variant raftiri (found in different 
forms in Old Latin texts, e.g. the curious reading 
of e, tabea acultha ; cf. Chase, Syro-Latin Text, 
p. 10911'.). kovu (rather than kouui) has the best 
attestation. This is borne out by the occurrence 
of the same imperative o?p in the Talmud, used 
in Shttbb. 1106 ' seven times in one page,' where 
a woman is addressed (so Edersheim, Life and 
Junes of Jesus, i. p. 631 ). raXtfld is probably the 
Aramaic fern, of "Sp, found in Hebrew only in 
plur. c'k^?. The relating of the actual (Aramaic) 
words used by Jesus is characteristic of St. Mark's 
graphic narrative; cf. 7 11 - * 4 14* 8 I5 34 . It is need- 
less to speak of ' mysterious Aramaic words ' as 
Keim does {Jesus of Nazara, iv. |>. 170) on the 
assumption that the Gospels clothe our Lord's 
words of command given in miraculous healings 
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' in Aramaic ... as if they were magical formula 1 ' 
(iii. p. 183). The Evangelist simply reports the 
very sounds which fell from Jesus' lips upon the 
ears of the chosen disciples on a specially solemn 
and memorable occasion. 

H. A. A. Kennedy. 

TALMAI (Tp^e).— 1. A clan, possibly of Aramaic 
origin, resident in Hebron at the time of the 
Hebrew conquest and driven thence by Caleb 
(Nu 13* [BA ee\ape(r, Luc. QaXaftetp], Jos 15' 4 
[B Ooakftel, A and Luc. GoX/to/], Jg l 10 [B BoX/telr, 
A Qafitl, Luc. OoXfut]). See, further, art. AHIMAN, 
No. 1. 2. Son of Ammihur (or Ammihud), king 
of Geshur, and a contemporary of David to whom 
he gave his daughter Maacah in marriage. He 
was still living many years after Maacah's mar- 
riage, for her son Absalom, when he fled from 
David after the death of Amnon, found refuge 
with Talmai at Geshur (2 S 3 s [B Bo/t/ul, A BoX/ul, 
Luc. BoXfil] 13 57 [B 0oX/«uXj)m, A QoXofud, Luc. 
6oX/tf), 1 Ch 3" [B Ooafxai, A QoXful, Luc. SoXo/d]). 

G. B. Gray. 

TALHON (1^9, in Neh 12» itafr).— The name of 
a family of temple gatekeepers, 1 Ch 9 n , Ezr 2**, 
Neh 7" ll ls 12" (B Tau^d/i, TeXpubv, TtXa/ubr, TeXa- 
ful» ; A TtXp&w, TeXjtu», ToXftwr ; Luc. XtX/iur, 
except in 1 Ch 9" T«X/*«r). See, also, Telem. 

TAMAR (ipp ' palm-tree ').— 1. (Qapdp) A Canaan- 
ite woman, married to Er and then to his brother 
ONAN. When Judah, deterred by the death, 
successively, of two sons, hesitated to give his sur- 
viving son, Shelah, to perform the duty of levir 
(see Marriage, vol. iii. p. 269*), Tamar, who had 
assumed the disguise of a Ictdeshdh in order to 
effect her purpose, became by her father-in-law 
himself the mother of twin sons, Perez and Zerah 
(Gn 3* [J], Ku 4 1 *, 1 Ch 2*, Mt 1»). 2. (B v ^p, 
Qapdp) The beautiful sister of Absalom, who was 
violated and brutally insulted by her half-brother, 
Amnon, 2S 13'. This conduct led to the murder 
of the latter by Absalom, v. 28 *- The significance 
of v." (' speak unto the king, for he will not with- 
hold me from thee') is noticed in art. Marriage, 
vol. iii. p. 267 b . 8. A daughter of Absalom (2 S 
14" B Qr,pAp, A QapAp). The LXX adds that she 
became the wife of liehoboam. She would thus 
be identical with Maacah of 1 K 15 2 , 2 Ch ll 20a '\ 
Inde: d Lucian reads Maaxd even in 2 S 14* 7 . This 
question, however, of the identity of Rehoboam's 
wife is involved in considerable obscurity. See 
the Comm. ad loc. J. A. Selbie. 

TAMAR fa?* ' palm-tree ' ; Qeupdv ; Thamar). — 
1. In the vision of Ezekiel, the eastern boundary 
of the land which the twelve tril>es were to inherit 
was to terminate at the East, or Dead Sea ; and 
the S. lioundary was to be * from Tamar as far as 
the waters of Meriboth-kadesh to the wady of 
Egypt ' (Ezk 47 1 * ; read also rncs ' unto Tamar, ; for 
nop 1 ye shall measure ' in v. 18 ). The land was to 
be divided into parallel strips extending from E. 
to W., and the southern strip was to be assigned 
to Cad, whose S. boundary was to be that or the 
twelve tribes (Ezk 48*). A comparison of the 
boundaries in Ezk 47 with those given in Nu 34, 
shows that the same limits are intended, and 
Tamar must therefore be looked for in the. vicinity 
of the ascent of Akrabbim to the S. of the Dead 
Sea (ef. the boundary of Judah in Jos 15 1 " 4 ). 
Tamar cannot be ' Hazazon - tamar which is 
Engedi' (2 Ch 20 a ), for this place is near the 
middle of the W. shore of the Dead Sea, and 
is mentioned under its- later name bj Ezekiel 
(47 10 ). It may possibly be the Asasan Thamar 
of Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. 85. 3, 210. 86), 
which they identified with Thamara, a village 
with a fort and Roman garrison, which was a 
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day's journey from Hebron on the road to Elath. 
This place appears as Thamaro in the Peutinger 
Tables, on the road from Hebron to Petra ; and as 
a place in Jucbea in Ptolemy (V. xvi. 8). But it 
has not yet been identified. 

2. In 1 K 9 18 the RV, following the KUhtbh, 
reads Tamar (B om., A QeppAO) as the name of one 
of the places which Solomon built, whilst AV, 
following the girt, reads Tadmor (cf. 2 Ch 8 4 ). 
All the other places mentioned in this passage, 
Gezer, Beth-horon, and Baalatb, are in Southern 
Palestine, and the expression 'Tamar in the 
wilderness, in the land,' seems to imply that, like 
Baalath, it was either in the NegeD, or in the 
wilderness of Judah. It is probably the same 
place as No. 1 above. • Tadmor ' of the #eri 
prob. came from 2 Ch 8 4 , and its place there may 
have been due to a characteristic desire on the 
part of the Chronicler to bring Solomon into con- 
nexion with the historic Palmyra (see Thenius or 
Kittel, ad loc.). C. W. Wilson. 

TAMARISK (hrn, ipovpa).— This name occurs 3 
times in OT (RV only ; see Grove, No. 2). Abra- 
ham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, Gn 21" 
(J) ; Saul sat under the tamarisk np.i 1 S 22* ; Saul 
and his sons were buried under the tamarisk in 
Jabesh, IS 31 u . There are 8 or perhaps 9 species 
of tamarisk in Palestine and Syria. Of these the 
most abundant are 1'amarix Siiriaca, Boiss., T. 
tetrandra, Pall., T. tetrayyna, Ehr., and T. Pal 
lasii, Desv., all of which are found along the coast. 
There are also T. J or dan is, Boiss., T. manni/era, 
Ehr., T. articulata, Vahl, and T. macrocarpa, 
Bunge, desert species. They are shrubs or small 
trees, with a flattened hemispherical comas, and 
brittle branches and twigs, with minute scale-like 
leaves, white or pinkish, perfect or dioecious flowers, 
in dense spike-like racemes. Most of them thrive, 
especially in sandy soil, or exposures where they 
receive the sea air laden with salt. They some- 
times attain a height of 30 ft., and would easily, 
in that case, serve as landmarks ( 1 S 22*). The 
tamarisk in Jabesh may have marked a shrine. 

G. E. Post. 

TAMMUZ (raw, Oafi/iotf, Adonis).— In the 6th 
year of Jehoiachin's captivity, and the Sth day 
of the 6th month, Ezekiel saw women in the north 
gate of the temple 'weeping for Tain muz' (Ezk 
8"). Tammuz was a Bab. deity whose worship 
had been imported into the west at an early period. 
The name was originally the Sumerian Dumu-a, 
' the son of life,' which "became in Semitic Baby- 
lonian Duwh-zu and Diizu, though in Babylonian 
contract-tablets of the age of Abraham we also 
find Tamuzu (see Jlec. de trav. relat. a la phil. et 
arch. (gyp. et assyr. t. xvii. p. 39 note). The 
form Tft'uz given by en-Nedim, an Arab writer of 
the 10th century, contains a reminiscence of the 
abbreviated form, like the Thoas and Theias of 
Greek mythology. 

Tammuz was originally the Sun-god, the son 
of Ea and the goddess Sirdu, and the bridegroom 
of the goddess Istar. He seems to have been 

f>rimarily a god of Eridu, the culture-city of Baby- 
onia on the Persian Gulf. His home was under 
the shade of the tree of life or world-tree, which 
grew in the midst of the garden of Eridu, and on 
either side of which flowed the rivers Tigris and 
Euphrates. The legendary poems of Babylonia 
described him as a shepherd, cut off in the beauty 
of youth, or slain by the boar's tusk of winter 
(see Macrob. Saturn, i. 21), for whom the goddess 
Istar mourned long and vainly. She even de- 
scended into Hades (see Babylonia, vol. i. p. 221 b ) 
in the hope of restoring him to life, and the hymn 
which described her descent through the seven 
gates of the infernal world was recited at the 
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annual commemoration of the death of the god 
by 'the wailing men and wailing women.' This 
took place in Babylonia on the 2nd day of the 
4th month, which bore, accordingly, the name of 
Tammuz (our June), the day being called a day 
of ' weeping.' Is tar was believed to have mourned 
her lover with the words, ' O my brother, the only 
(son) ! '' and to these the mourners further added, 
4 Ah me, ah me ! ' This mourning for the * only 
son' is referred to in Am 8 lu (cf. Zee 12 11 ), and 
the words of the refrain are given in Jer 22 18 . 
Under the form of aiXwoy (ai-lenit, 'woe to us') 
they were earned from Phoenicia to Greece, and 
gave rise to the belief in the mythical Linos. 

In Canaan Tammuz was addressed as Adonai, 
'my lord,' the Greek Adonis, and the story of 
Adonis and AphroditS, the Ashtoreth or Istar. of 
the Semites, made its way to Cyprus, and from 
thence to Greece. But Tammuz had long since 
changed his character. He had ceased to be the 
young and beautiful Sun-god, and had become the 
representative of the vegetation of spring, growing 
by the side of the canals of Babylonia, but parched 
and destroyed by the fierce heats of the summer. 
Hence in Babylonia his funeral festival came to 
be observed in the month of June, and in Palestine 
two months later. 

Gel >al was the chief seat of the Phcen. observance 
of the festival. In the red marl brought down in 
the spring-time by the river Adonis (now Nahr 
Ibrahim), the women of Gebal saw the blood of 
the slaughtered god. 'Gardens of Adonis' were 
planted, pots filled with earth and cut herbs, 
which soon withered away, and in which a wooden 
figure of the god had been placed. The wailing 
women tore their hair and lacerated their breasts 
during the seven days that the period of lamen- 
tation lasted. In the time of the 23th Egyp. 
dynasty, Adonis of Gebal was identified with 
Osiris, and the festival of his resurrection was 
accordingly commemorated as well as that of his 
death. The announcement of it was made by a 
head of papyrus which came over the waves from 
Egypt, while the Alexandrians declared that it 
was at Gebal that lsis had found the dismembered 
limbs of Osiris (see Lucian, de De-a Syr. 7). How 
the funeral festival waa celebrated in the temple 
of Aphrodite (Ashtoreth) on the Lebanon is de- 
scribed by Lucian (de Dea Syr. 6). In an ancient 
Bab. hymn Tammuz is called ' the lord of Hades.' 

In tne Nabataan Agriculture of Kutham!, a 
Mendaite writer of Chaldcea in the 5th cent. A.D., 
we are told of the temple of the Sun at Babylon, 
in which the images of the gods from all the 
countries of the world gathered themselves 
together to weep for Tammuz, and Ibn Wah- 
shiyyah, the translator of the work into Arabic, 
adds that he had ' lit upon another NabaUean 
book, in which the legend of Tammuz was nar- 
rated in full ; how he summoned a king to worship 
the 7 (planets) and the 12 (signs of the Zodiac), 
and how the king put him to death, and how he 
still lived after being > killed, so that he had to put 
him to death several times in a cruel manner, 
Tammuz coming to life again each time, until at 
last he died.' 'Abu Sayyid Wahb ibn Ibrahim 
(quoted by en-Nedim) states that the festival of 
weeping women in honour of ' Ta'uz ' was on the 
15th of Tammuz, and that Ta'uz had been put to 
death by having his bones ground in a mill. The 
Gneco-Phoonician version of the legend is given 
by Melito in his Apology (Cureton's Spicileg. 
Syrvxcum, p. 25 of Syr. text) : ' The sons of 
Phoenicia worshipped Balthi (Beltis), the queen 
of Cyprus. For she loved Taniuzo, the son of 
Kut liar, the king of the Phoenicians, and she for- 
sook her kingdom and came to dwell in Gebal, a 
fortress of the Phoenicians. And at that time she 



made all the villages subject to Kuthar the king. 
For before Taniuzo she had loved Ares, and com- 
mitted adultery with him, and Hephwstos her 
husband caught her, and was jealous of her. And 
Ares came and slew Taniuzo on Lebanon while he 
was hunting the wild boars. And irom that time 
Balthi remained in Gebal, and died in the city of 
Aphaka where Taniuzo was buried.' 

Literature. — Sayce, Ret. of the A nei'nt Ba'jylonlan*, ch. iv. ; 
Frazer, Golden Bough, i. 278 p ii. 115ff., 253 M: W. K. Smith, 
.to' (Index ». 'Adonis'); Jensen, Kotmol. der Jab., pcumim; 
Movers, Ph6n. i. 191, 20211. ; Jastrow, ltd. of Bad. and Assyr., 
1SU8, pp. 482, 504. 574, etc. ; Toy in FB, ' Eiekiel," ad loe. ; ami 
the Comm. on Kukiel, cap. those of A. B. Davidson. Bertholet, 
and Knetzschmar ; also C'heyne on Is 17" and Driver on I>n 
U»7 (where Tammuz is very prob. alluded to). 

A. H. Sayce. 
TANHUMETH (nr:n<n). — The father (?) of Seraiah, 
one of the Heb. captains who joined Gedaliah at 
Mizpah. He is called in 2 K 25 s * the Nktophath- 
ITE, but in Jer 40 [Gr. 47] 8 the words 'and the 
sons of Ephai' come between 'Tanhumeth' and 
'the Netophathite ' both in MT and LXX. The 
form of the name Tanhumeth (LXX in 2 K 25*' 
B Qart/mB, A Qavipav, Luc. Give {pad ; in Jer 47" 
B Oav<-fiat8, A Oa.vaJfj.c6) looks like a feminine 
(cf. Lagai'de, bild. d. Nom. 126 f.). 

TANIB (Tdm), Jth l 10 .— See Zoan. 

TANNER [pvprefo) occurs only in Ac 9° 10*- B of 
the Simon at whose house St. Peter lodged in 
Joppa ; but tanning was a trade that the Jews 
carried on in OT times (Ex 25 s , Lv 13**). It was, 
however, regarded with aversion (see the citations 
from Talm. in Farrar, St. Paul, i. 264 n.), as it 
necessitated more or less of ceremonial unclean- 
ness, especially if the skins of unclean animals 
were dealt with. The fact that St. Peter did not 
hesitate to lodge in the house of a tanner indicates 
that he had already become somewhat liberal in his 
views regarding the ceremonial law. Simon's house 
was by the seaside, which accords with the custom 
to-day in towns by the sea. In ancient times 
tanneries were usually without the walls of towns, 
because of the unclean character of the trade, and 
the disagreeable odours caused by the work. 

The process of preparing skins for use by the 
Jews may be inferred from what is known of it 
among the Egyptians and Arabs. The hair of the 
skins was removed by lime or the acrid juice of the 
Periploca secamine, a desert plant (Wilkinson, Anc. 
Egyp. ii. 186, ed. 1878) ; the skins were first treated 
with flour and salt for three days, and cleansed 
from fat and other extraneous matter. The stalks 
of the above plant were pounded and placed in 
water, and then applied to the inner surface of the 
skin. This caused the hair to loosen, after which 
the skin was left to dry for two or three days, and 
then subjected to the further processes of tanning. 
In these they used the pods of the Sunt or Acacia 
Nilotica, which is common in the desert, or the 
bark or leaves of certain species of Sumac, Rhus 
Coriaria or B. oxycanthoides, the former of which 
is common throughout the country (see Post's 
Flora of Syr. and Pal. ). 

Though the trade of the tanner in general was 
disliked by the Jews, the preparation of skins for 
parchment was regarded as an honourable calling. 

H. Pouter. 

TAPHATH (nro ; B» TriXjirf, A Toward, Luc. 
Ta0ad0).— Daughter of Solomon and wife of Ben- 
abinadab, 1 K 4". 

TAPPUAH (nsn ; B 9oxoi5t, A Qad>$o6, Luc. 4>e0- 
pouO).—A 'son' of Hebron, 1 Ch 2". 

TAPPUAH (man 'apple').— 1. (BA ora., Luc. Oo^- 
<pova) A town in the Sliephelah mentioned between 
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En-gannim and Enani, and in the same group with 
Zanoah, Jarinuth, Adullam, and Soeoh (Jos 15 3 '). 
It was probably to the N. of Wddy es-Sunt, but 
the site has not been recovered. Tristram (Bible 
Places, p. 48) proposes 'A rttif, near Zo'rah ; G. A. 
Smith (HGHL 202 n.) places it in Wady el- 
'Afranj. 2. (B Ta^otf, Qa<pi6, A 'Ea><povt, Va<p6d,d) 
A town on the border of Ephraim (Jos 16 8 ), which 
lay within the territory of Ephraim, whilst its 
hinds belonged to Manasseh (Jos 17"). It is men- 
tioned in connexion with the brook Kanah ( Wddy 
tf&na), and is probably the same place as En- 
tappuah. Tristram (Bible Places, p. 195) suggests 
'At Of, on the N. side of Wady el-Ferrah. See 
EN -TAPPUAH. 8. (B 'Aratpo&r, A Oa<p<po0) One of 
the towns W. of Jordan whose kings Joshua smote 
(Jos 12 17 ). It is mentioned between Bethel and 
Uepher, and was perhaps the same place as No. 2 
above ; but this is by no means certain. 

C. W. Wilson. 
TARALAH (tfyfm ; B 6ap<ijXd, A OapaU ; Tha- 
rala). — A town of Benjamin mentioned between 
Irpeel and Zelah (Jos 18- 7 ). It was unknown to 
Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. Qtpafia, Therama), 
and its site has not yet been recovered. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TARE A.— See Tahrea. 

TARES (fif<W).— There are 4 species of tares 
in the Holy Land : Loiium perenne, L., the Ray 
Grass, L. mnltiflorum, Gaud., L. rigtilum, Gaud., 
and L. temulcntum, L., the Bearded Darnel. The 
latter is the most common in the grain fields, and, 
being as tall as the wheat and barley, is doubtless 
the plant intended in the parable (\It 13 24 "**). The 
other species are lower, and have more slender 
spikes, and smaller grains. The Gr. and Lat. 
mania are prob. derived from the Arab, zii'dn or 
zuwdn, the common name for the tare. The seeds 
are poisonous to man and the herbivorous animals, 
producing sleepiness, vertigo, nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhoea, and convulsions, and sometimes death. 
They are, however, innocuous to poultry. They 
are sold in all Oriental grain markets as food for 
chickens. It is customary to gather out of the 
grain fields, not only tares, but all the taller plants 
growing among the grain, which can be easily 

Eulled up without causing the person engaged to 
end over in a w&y to endanger breaking the stalks 
of grain. This not only cleans the fields of other 
plants, but furnishes a large amount of forage for 
cattle. The allusion in the parable is in substantial 
accord with modern custom in the East, which is 
to leave the cleaning of the fields until the grain 
is well advanced towards the harvest, and can be 
readily distinguished from all other plants. Then 
the women and children go into the fields and weed 
them out, so that an Oriental grain" farm in harvest- 
time is a model of cleanness and beauty. The Tal- 
mud asserts that tares are degenerate wheat ; and 
Tristram (with Thomson and others) says that the 
peasants of the Holy Land believe ' that the darnel 
and the wheat spring from the same seed . . . and 
that in very wet seasons the wheat itself turns to 
tares ; the fact being that, in such seasons, the 
wheat perishes, while the rain is favourable to the 
development of the darnel ' {Nat. Hi.it. 487). It is 
clear, however, that the owner of the field, in the 
parable, had no such idea, as he attributes the re- 
sult to the sowing of the seeds of tares by the hand 
of an enemy. The bearing of this parable upon 
theories of the Church and of Church government 
is beyond the scope of the present article, and must 
be studied in works on the Parables. 

G. E. Post. 

TARGET.— l. = a mark to aim at; see Mark 
(vol. iii. p. 2445. 2.=a shield; see Buckler and 
Shield. 



TARGUM (D13-1? * ' translation,' ' interpretation,' 
cf. ojin? Ezr 4 7 j. — The Targums are the transla- 
tions or paraphrases of the OT books made in the 
Aram, dialect, which superseded Hebrew as a | 
spoken language among the Jewish population of 
Palestine and Babylon. The language of the I 
Targums was formerly called Chaldee, but, while 
the incorrectness of this is universally recognized, j 
no quite satisfactory designation has replaced it. 
The Targums were composed in Palestine ; their 
language is the Aramaic of Judwa, a later repre- \ 
sentative of the Aramaic already found in Ezra 
and Daniel. f In the features that chiefly distin- j 
guish Eastern and Western Aramaic it agrees 
with the old Pal. forms as against the dialect of 
the Bab. Talmud. Those Targums that were officii ; 
ally recognized in the Bab. schools probably owe 
something to the influence of the Aramaic spoken 
by those who edited and copied them, while the I 
influence of the Hebrew is seen in those transla- j 
tions which exhibit least tendency to free com- , 
position and paraphrase. X 

Jewish tradition connects the origin of the 
Targums with the need for an intelligible trans- 
lation felt by those who no longer spoke or easily 
understood the Heb. language. The disuse of Heb. 
as the vernacular of the J ews, before the en- 
croachments of Aramaic on all sides, was a very 
gradual process, and was probably not general 
much before the time of Christ. Several books 
or parts of books in the OT canon stand as proof 
that Heb. was written and read fully three cen- 
turies after the return from Babylon. The bilin- i 
gual character of the books of Ezra and Daniel 
(however it is to be explained) presupposes equal 
familiarity with both languages. Then the Semitic 
words which occur in the NT' are, with few excep- 
tions, Aramaic. Probably the desire to possess 
explanations of the Heb. text in Aramaic made 
itself felt in some places earlier than in others. 
The first translations consisted of the oral explana- 
tions given along with the reading of the Sabbath 
lessons in the synagogue. These were made by 
a class or guild of interpreters called mithorgi- 
indnim (c':onir.D), appointed for the purpose, but 
in no sense was their exposition regarded as 
official or ' authorized.' How far back the custom 
extended we cannot be certain. The Mishna 
(c. 2U0 A.D.) contains some rules made to regulate 
the practiced Thus the reading of the Law was I 
to proceed verse by verse, first in Heb. by the 
reader, and then its Aram, equivalent by the 
viitlftrgdndn. In the reading ot the lesson from | 
the Prophets three verses at a time might be read, 
to be followed by their Aram, rendering. There I 
is no mention here of reading out of written . 
Targums, and elsewhere || the use of such writ- 
ings was forbidden, at least for the Law, in the 
Sabbath service, but not the preparation and use 
of them by individuals for private study or school 
instruction (see, further, art. Synagogue, p. 641 b ). 
There must therefore have been a time when the 
caprice of the me'thorge'man contributed to the form 
of the translation, and in fact it is known that 
certain renderings which have found their way 
into the Targums were not approved. 11 Neverthe- 
less, the general phraseology of the oral trans- 
lations would tend to become fixed by the custom 
of learning them, and by the recurring use of 
them in public. Thus we find in NT times traces 
of Aram, renderings of Heb. verses in books like 

* Etvmolojfy unknown ; probably non-Semitic 
1 Noldeke, GO A, 1372. p. 828 f. ; LHe SeinitUchen SyracAen, 
18011. p. 36 f. 

NoUleke, Lit. Central!*. 1877, p. 304 f., 1884, p. 13451.; 
Dalman, (irammatik, p. 9, Die WorUJetu, pp. 60, 67. 
S Met,, iv. 4. 
|i .lerus. Men. iv. 1. 

^ See passages enumerated in Dalman, Grammatik, p. 24. 
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the Psalms.* The agreement of these with read- 
ings ntill found in Targums, which we know were 
not reduced to their present form till long after, 
cannot be purely accidental. The tradition of 
the confiscation of a Targum on Job in the 1st 
cent. a.d.t shows that written Targums existed 
then, though the use of them was not countenanced 
by the authorities and guardians of the sacred 
text. Of the character of these earliest attempts 
at translating the Heb. Scriptures into Aramaic 
we know notuing, as none of them have come down 
to us. All those in our hands are the products of 
a much later time, none perhaps older than the 
4th or 5th cent. a.d. Like much else in .Jewish 
literature, these late productions were based upon 
older exegetic material, the origin of which lies 
far behind our first means of access to it. But it 
is no longer possible for us to separate the different 
strata and assign them to different ages of com- 
position. The examinations of them which have 
been made in this direction do not yield a sufficient 
number of cases of distinctly older contents to 
enable us with confidence to assign them to an 
early date, embedded as they are in documents 
admittedly late, of which they share the linguistic 
and other peculiarities. 

The Targums now known to be extant are as 
follows : — 

i. For the Pent., three Targums : (1) the Targ. of Onkelos, 
also called the Bab. Tar*;, on the Pentateuch ; (2) a Targ. of 
certain parts of the Pent., called the Jerus. Targ. II. or the 
Fragmentary Targum : (3) a complete Targ. on the Pent, akin 
to No. (2), called the Targ. of Jonathan Ipseudo-Jonathanl, or 
Jerus. Targ. I. 

ii. On the Prophets, Earlier and Later : the Targ. of Jonathan 
bar Uzzicl, also called the Bab. Targ. on the Prophets. 

iii. On the Hagiographa we have Targums for (I) Psalms, 
Proverbs, Job; (2) the Megilloth (Cant., Kuth, Lam., Eccles., 
Est.); (3) Chronicles. 

No Targums have been found for Ezra, Nchemiab, Daniel. 

In harmony with their character as popular 
translations of religious books, intended in part to 
meet the wants of the religious community, the 
Targums are not always or primarily literal trans- 
lations. The translations are often mixed up with 
curious paraphrases and stories such us we meet 
with in the other Jewish exegetical or homiletic 
works [midrdshim). They contain, besides, expan- 
sions or alterations adapted to secure that the 
sense of Scripture current among the authorities 
should find access in an intelligible form to the 
minds of the neoDle. The theology of the early 
books of Israel's history and religion took no pains 
to obviate the ap]>earance of a very distinct an- 
thropomorphic character, but the time came when 
the main feature of Jewish criticism and exegesis 
was the anxiety to remove or soften down all 
references to God that could thus give rise to mis- 
understanding in the popular mind. The history 
of the Heb. text itself bears witness to this scru- 
pulous feeling for the Divine majesty : cf. the 
ti/;kiinS Sophirim ; the use of "P3 = p<i or SVp when 
used directly before the name of God ; punctuation 
like irtwjb Is \ u , etc. ; and the LXX has sometimes 
lieen influenced by the same solicitude (cf. Ex 24 lu ). 
But the clearest expression of this hermeneutic 
principle is to be found in the Targums, and every 
nage of them illustrates the practice. In fact the 
basis for anthropomorphic views of (jod is taken 
away by the Jewish notion that man was created, 
not in the image of God but in the image of the 
angels (cf. Gn l* Jerus. Targ.). It will be suffi- 
cient here to enumerate the more usual ways by 
which everything was avoided that could lead to 
erroneous or undignified conceptions of God in His 
own nature or in His manner of revealing Himself. 

When Ood is spoken of as coming into relation with man, 
Walking, speaking, swearing, repenting, etc., some periphrasis 



* Mt 27«, cf. Pa 22*; Euh 4», cf. Ps 68»». 
t Bab. Shab. 115. L 



for the Divine name is used, by which literary device it was felt 
that God was somewhat removed or raised above the plane of 
human affairs, and that His action, therefore, was less direct 
and more fittingly mediated. There is some evidence that OTI31 
m.TT, 'word of Jahweh,' found only in the so-called Jerus. 
Ta, W- ( c '- Lv 1'), was poetically and fantastically personified, 
and so treated as a mediating factor between Ood and the world.* 
In much the same way the "1 KTD'D, as God's messenger in 
nature and in history, unfailingly operative wherever He sends 
it, is the most usual expression for bridging over the chasm 
between God and man. But it is so identiricd with Jehovah 
Himself as creator, judge, helper, deliverer of His people, that, 
from the mediating use of it, it has become but another name 
for Him (e.g. On lb' 35", Ex 3'* 0» 12«, Am 8», Is 42», Ps 2* «, 
Job l*'). How completely KTD'D has lost all reference to its 
own meaning is seen esp. from such a phrase as mm KTD'D TD, 
Jos 2231. f 

Ood has His dwelling-place in the central division of the 
highest heavens, and the throne of His glory is there. This 
glory, resting upon the throne, is conceived of as light, and 
manifestations or God become manifestations of His glory, veiled 
doubtless in a cloud so as not to (muse blindiie«s (cf. On 271 
Targ. Jerus.). This ' glory of God ' ("T KTp') and ' the presence 
of the glory of God ' ("T trip' nj'3?) are further expressions 
which may be used for Ood Himself active in the world : Gn 
2813, Ex Si 20» 34* (pseudo-Jon.), 1 K W, Is W», Ps 9'" 17»; 
similarly T.BK VI Ps 13* cf. Ex 33>i (pseudo-Jon.) ; *T NIUOV VI 
Pm 42 s . This instance is indicative of the tendency in later 
times to use a double expression for the earlier simple one, e.g. 
"T KTD'D D1C Gn 1615 21« (Frag.), "T KPO'W Tp' Gn 221« 49*7 
(Frag.), Job 1418.J 

As Ood is and remains infinitely exalted above and distant 
from men, His actions and theirs become, equally, events that 
happen in His presence as a spectator. Hence the preposition 
□*P is in almost exclusive use before the Divine name through- 
out the Targums. Asa variant for it we sometimes find KDrS 
esp. in the Jerus. Targums (cf. Ex 22 1 ", Lv 231*) ■ or such words 
as KJnSifi, KD^m are used before the Divine name (Nu 14«, 
Dt 4*). Of course, unlike KTD'D, KTp', war, these cannot be 
subjects of verbs. 

Another way of removing the Divine name from too imme- 
diate a relation to man was found in putting a verb to which the 
name was subject in the pa-si ve vouse : On 44i«, Ex 19'*, Nu 9». 
In this way jrv, .TKT become OTp ; JTDP = Dip II'CV ; TT, 
K13, T3J/ = '^JflK. 

In passagts where eyes, arms, hands, fingers, face, mouth, 
wings, etc., are attributed to God, some other expression (as 
' word,' ' might,' ' shekinah ') is often (not always) employed : 
Gn 8*1, Ex 7* 8" 15i«, Jos 4« 9", Ps 3ttA Expressions in the 
gen. case before the name of God are paraphrased : Gn 2SL 3113, 
Ex 4». 

The sense of a passage is even altered from motives of rever- 
ence or to avoid anthropomorphisms : Ou 4" 2013, Ex 333, ] B i id 
lO", Ps 27. Interrog. sentences are rendered by the words that 
expressed the translator's sense of what the answer intended 
would be : On UP», Dt 3*4. 

When one and the same expression has for object both God 
and men, the difference to the translator's mind is obtained by 
using a different preposition : Gn 32» SOW, Ex 1431, n„ 21 5. The 
word D'.VJK, when used of heathen deities, is usually rendered 
Kiye : Jos 237. is, jg oi*. When applied to men it is rendered 
3T (Ex 4i« 71), K'l'T (Ex 218, i„ Ps 821 pn) ■ cf., further, Gn 3» 
pJUU = O'.VWO, Ps 8« K'SK^DO = DVftND. 

i. Targums on the Pentateuch.— 1. Onkelos. 
— The official Targ. on the Pent, has been handed 
down under the name of the Targ. of Onkelos. 
According to the Bab. Talmud, Onkelos was a 
proselyte who lived in the 1st cent. A.D., but only 
once is any mention made of him as the writer of 
a Targum ;§ and here the corresponding passage in 
the Jerus. Talmud, || which makes no mention of 
a Targ. of Onkelos, makes it clear that a confusion 
with the Gr. translator Aquila is the origin of the 
tradition which connects Onkelos with the Targ. 
called by his name. The author of the Targ. 
is quite unknown ; and it is not at all certain that 
we have to seek for it a single author. It has 
certainly a uniformity of style and diction, but 
this may equally well arise from official revision. 
The work, or parts of it, may have been first com- 
piled during the 2nd or 3rd cent. A.D. in Juda-a, 

• Weber, Sr/t<tein der AU*yn«gogali*chen Theologie, p. 174 f. 

t Notice the use of •TD'D Job 7» 19>» (of Job himself). 

J Cf. Oinsburger, Die Anthropomotyhimnen in den Thar 

a umi in, p. 44. 
} Bab. Meg. ill. 1. 
I Pal. Meg. i. } 11 
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but it never seems to have obtained any great 
currency or esteem in Palestine. It is first quoted 
by the name of Onkelos in a writing of Gaon Sar 
Shalom in the 9th cent. A.D.* In the Bab. Talmud 
it is referred to as ' our Targum ' (jm mrm), or by 
the formula ' as we translate.' t The name ' Baby- 
lonian Targum ' does not therefore refer to its lin- 
guistic character, as was formerly supposed, for 
its language is the Aramaic of Judaia, but has 
been given to it because in the 4th or 5th cent., 
after a final revision in Babylon, the centre of 
literary activity among the Jews at that time, it 
was sanctioned or recognized as an 'authorized' 
version. It came, in fact, to enjoy the reputation 
of being the best of all the Targums, and a special 
Massorah was prepared for it as for the original 
text itself. Even after the original purpose of the 
Targ. had been left behind, when Aramaic had 
disappeared before the rise of Islam and the spread 
of the Arabic language, the Targ. of Onkelos con- 
tinued to be written, and printed, as an accompani- 
ment of the Heb. text, verse after verse, or in 
parallel columns. The custom of reading it in the 
synagogue has gradually died out. Yemen, in 
South Arabia, is now the only exception to this. 

Sneaking generally, the translation is good, and 
faithful to the original. The text from which it 
was made was in all essentials the Map soretic text, 
and it is rendered in accordance with the con- 
ceptions that prevailed in the Jewish schools of 
the period. Poetic passages, e.g. Gn 49, Dt 32. 
33, are not rendered^ so accurately, probably on 
account of their greater difficulty ; paraphrase 
occasionally takes the place of translation ; mid- 
rdshim, both haldkhd and haggddd, though by 
no means in the same degree as in the other 
Targg. to the Pent., are not entirely wanting. 
The removal of anthropomorphic or anthropo- 
pathic expressions referring to God is effected oy 
the devices mentioned above ; but, apart from this, 
the characteristic Jewish theological doctrines lind 
scarcely any illustration in this Targum. Figura- 
tive language, as a rule, is not translated literally, 
but is explained: e.g. Gn 49=* Ex 15»- 8 - 10 29 & . 
For an instance of cabbalistic interpretation in 
Onkelos cf. Nu 12', where khtbt Knnx is the Targ. 
for n-ron nrnn. Gn 49 ,w and Nu 24 17 are ' Messiam- 
cally' explained. Geographical names are some- 
times replaced by those current at a later time ; 
cf. Gn W>$i», Dt3". 

The first edition of this Targum was published 
at Bologna in 1482. 

2. Fragmentary Jerusalem Targum.— This Targ. 
contains only certain parts of the Pent., estimated 
at about 850 verses in all. Three-fourths of it aue 
on the historical sections of the Pent., and the 
remaining fourth on the legislative sections in 
Exod. , Lev. , Numbers. In about 90 verses the trans- 
lation refers only to some single word of the text, 
and in about 14 chapters there is no translation or 
annotation at all. Where longer sections of it 
occur it is often extremely paraphrastic, the text 
l>eing overlaid with miciraMc stories. Its lan- 
guage is Palestinian Aramaic, but of a degenerate 
type, foreign words occurring in it to a great 
extent. It has affinities with the language of 
Onkelos, the Pal. Talmud, and midrudum, and 
also with the vocabulary of the Bab. Talmud.; 

Its fragmentary condition has been accounted for in various 
ways. (1) Zunz} considered it a collection of various readings 
to the so-called pseudo-Jonathan Targum on the Pentateuch. 
But the agreements are no less numerous and striking than the 
differences, and cannot be reasonably explained by the assumed 



* Dalman, Grammatik, p. !). 

t KiiUlushin, 49a; cf. Zunz, Gotteidicnstliche Vm-traye*, p. 
69 ; beutseh. Lit. liemaitm, pp. 343, 380; Frieduiann,.(/Ji£e/o* 
u?id Akt/Ia4,p. 5 »». 

} Dalman, Grammatik, p. 24. 

J I.e. p. 74. 



negligence of the compiler of the variants. (2) It has been 
supposed* to be a collection of variants and corrections to tho 
Targ. Onk., more suited to the taste of the compiler and bis agt 
than the bald and literal version that had gnined supremacy in 
the schools of Babylon. (3) Another form of this view t is that 
the Fragmentary Targ. contains extracts from an earlier Jerus. 
Targ. which at one time existed complete. 

Its present form is not due to chance : the selec- 
tion of passages was made to be interpolated in 
the Targ. Onk., supplementing or correcting it at 
certain points. Such an interpolated Onk., with 
the supplements and corrections combined, is actu- 
ally found for the Song of Moses and for the 
Decalogue in old Machzor MSS, and has been 
made known by Hurwitz's publication of the 
Machzor Vitry. $ That there was an earlier com- 
plete Jerus. Targ. on the Pent, has been inferred 
from the fact that in various Jewish works from 
the 11th to the 14th cent, there have been counted 
over 300 quotations from a Jerus. Targ. which 
are not to be found in the Fragmentary Targ., and 
nearly 300 which do not occur in the Targ. of 
pseudo-Jonathan. As these quotations often be- 
long to several verses of the same chapter, and 
many chapters of all the books of the Pent, are 
represented, the source of them was evidently a 
continuous and complete work.§ The Fragment- 
ary Targ. is more akin to this source than the 
Targ. of pseudo-Jon., for, in passages where both 
the Frag. Targ.. and pseudo-Jon. exist, over 100 
quotations are found in the Frag. Targ., while 
only about 20 are found in pseudo-Jon. which are 
wanting in the Frag. Targum. || In about 100 
passages the older Jerus. Targ. shows itself de- 
pendent on late sources : the two Talmuds, Tan- 
chuma, Rabba Gen., and Rabba Leviticus. If 
cannot be dated earlier than the second half of 
the 7th cent., and may be later. The Frag. Tare, 
therefore cannot be earlier than the 8th century.? 

First edition of Frag. Targ., Venice, 1517. 

3. The Jerusalem Targ. (so-called pseudo-Jona- 
than).— complete Palestinian Targ. on the 
Pent, has, since the 14th. cent., borne the name of 
Jonathan bar Uzziel, the reputed author of the 
Targ. on the Prophets. From the manifest in- 
correctness of this—' mrm intended for Thtrrv Dim 
being read jnir ouw — the name pseudo-Jonathan 
has gained currency. The name hvnr p* 'n is 
found in writers of the 11th cent., and "dW 'n is 
only another, not so accurate, variation of this. 
It had its origin in Palestine, and its language is 
the Pal. dialect. It is a complete Targ. on the 
Pent, (only about a dozen verses are wanting **), 
of the same general character as the Frag. Targ., 
and based partly upon this latter (or perhaps upon 
its source, the old Jerus. Targ. mentioned above) 
and partly upon Onkelos. Its essential character 
is its free haggadisiic handling of the text. The 
Targumist's purpose, plainly, was to make the trans- 
lation but a vehicle tor all the popular stories and 
comments that had grown up around the Biblical 
characters and events. Among the indications of 
its date may be noted : Ex 26', the six orders of 
the Mishna are referred to; Gn 21 11 k*'V and 
ko'os, a wife and daughter of Mohammed, are men- 
tioned as wives of Ishmael ; Gn 49* Dt 33 s , Edom 
and Ishmael are spoken of as world-powers in a way 
possible only in the 7th cent, at the earliest. Like 
the other Targums, it sets aside figurative speech, 
and eliminates (though not with the same regularity 
as Onkelos) all anthropomorphic expressions re- 

• Seligsohn, De duabm Hierotdymitanit Pent. Paraph. 1858. 
t Basstreund, Dai Fragmenlentatyum turn Pent. 1896, p. 
16 f. 

I Basstreund, I.e. p. 35. 

5 See, on the other hand, Dalman, Grammatik, p. 25. Hs 
does not find anv proof that the source oi the quotations was a 
single work on the whole Pentateuch. 

| Bassfreund. I.e. p. 21. 5 P- «. 

.** Dalman, Aram. Dialektproben, p. 35. 
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ferring to the Deity. The heroes of Israel are 
idealized and their faults leniently passed by, as 
in the Jewish midrashic literature in general. The 
angelology and denionology of the earlier period 
appear in a much more developed form than 
even in the Frag. Targ. ; but it is to be noted that 
some of the relevant passages do not occur in the 
latter, which has references of its owu to angels 
that are wanting in pseudo-Jonathan. In general, 
the additions of the Frag. Targ. are found in 
pseudo-Jon. in a somewhat more condensed form, all 
the Scripture quotations being regularly omitted. 
Early geographical names are replaced by those 
current in a later age. The Targ. is a mine of 
information on most of the religious and dogmatic 
conceptions of the Judaism of the Talmudic age. 
Weber (I.e.) gives illustrations, from the Targums 
as well as from other Midrashic works, of the later 
Jewish doctrines of the Being of God, His dwelling- 
place, His revelation in the Torah, Angels, Creation, 
Bin, Death, the Messianic Kingdom, the resurrec- 
tion of the just and the future life, Gehenna and 
its torments, the second death which the wicked 
die in the world to come, etc. 

First edition of Jerus. Targ., Venice, 1591. 

Ordrr and mutual Relation of the Pent. Targvmt. — The 
question whether the Frag. Targ. was not a collection of 
variants and parallels to pseudo-Jon., and therefore later, has 
been referred to alwve. A further question was raised by 
Geiger,* when he claiiued to prove that the Jerus. Targg. are, 
in respect both of a great part of their contents and of their 
general manner of interpretation, older than Onk., and that 
Onk was manifestly the result of a complete revision of the 
Targ. pseudo-Jon. in the fourth century. Bacher t holds, some- 
what similarly, that the Targ. Onk. is an abridged and revised 
ed. of a Jerus. Targ. which has been only partially preserved, 
viz. in the r'ra^r. Targ., and that the Targ_. pseudo-Jon. is 
later than both Onk- and the Frag. Targ., being in tact a com- 
bination of them, with additional midrdsh im. The Targ. pseudo- 
Jon, would thus form the third and final stage in the develop- 
ment of the Pent. Targums. Both the Jerus. Targums in their 
present shape are admittedly much later than the Targ. Onk-, 
as they contain additions made to them through successive 
generations down to the 7th or 8th cent. On the other hand, 
all the Targg. probably contain material that is much older 
than the date of their final compilation and redaction. It still 
remains questionable whether actual proof has been furnished 
that any given passage is really ancient, or that the Targ. Onk. 
has been made up from an older Jerus. Targ. by curtailment 
not always successfully effected. As passages for which a very 
ancient date has baen claimed may be mentioned : On 16 19 , Nu 
24*J, the rendering of *j*p by 'koSp, the contemporaries and 
allies of the Nabatajans (cf . in Proph. Targ. Jg 1» 4" 5») ; On 
48 s , where Egyptian animal-worship is spoken of as though it 
still existed; Dt 33n, the reference in which to Johannes 
Hyrcanus could (it is claimed) come only from a contemporary.; 
Further, the absence of polemics against the Christian faith 
points (it is thought) to an early pre-Christian date ; but unless 
we are prepared to show that all the Targg. were fixed once for 
all at the early date, if the Jews at a later time had wished to 
combat Christian tenets, the opportunities for inserting such 
were not wanting, and there is no evidence of this. As regards 
the alleged dependence of Onkelos upon an earlier version of the 
Jerus. Targums, an examination of the passages adduced by 
Oeiger and Bacher does not produce the conviction that the 
priority is on the side of the Jerus. Targums. That Onkelos 
received some revision in Palestine or Babylon is probable ; but 
it is not probable, if the original Jerus. Targ. were to any great 
extent similar in character to our Frag. Targ., that a translation 
like Onk- could be reached by pruning it down. The resultant 
Targ. is too dissimilar to be spoken of as a revision of such a 
work. Onkelos, when compared with the MT, is quite as 
intelligible as any literal translation ever is ; and though the 
•ante exegetic traditions or principles, drawn from the general 
mental atmosphere in which the compilers lived, may disclose 
themselves here or there, it has not been made out that the 
Targ- onk. shows on the face of it any phenomena which are 
only reasonably to be explained by the use of the Jerus. Targums. 

A few instances may be citea where the reader may iudge 
whether the priority is necessarily on the side of the Jerus. 
Targums : On i- 4013 4922, Ex 3' 12*2- « 14>» 333 s, Lv 26« Nu 
12" 24«, Dt 32« 347. The decision remains with an examination 
of such passages, rather than by quoting passages on the other 
hand which presuppose dependence of the Jerus. Targ on Onk., 
as no one denies that the Jerus. Targg. in their present form are 
later than Onk. and have drawn from it. 



• Uriehrift u. Uehr.rsetzungcn der Bibel, p. 4551., 'Das nach 
Onkelos benannte bab. Thargum' in his ZUeh. 1871. 

\ZDMti, vol. xxviii. 

• Noldeke, Die alttett. Litteratvr, pp. 266, 259; cl. Dalman, 
Gram. p. 23, and esp. Worte Jem, p. 67. 



ii. Targum ox thk Prophets. —The official 
Targ. on the Prophets bears the name of Jona- 
than (bar Uzziel), a disciple of Hillel in the 1st 
cent. B.C.* Elsewh ere in the Talmud, passages 
are quoted from it under the name of Ii. Joseph 
bar Chija (A.D. 270-333), who was president of the 
school of Pumbadita. Its origin is at least in 
part to be sought in Palestine, and it received its 
tinal and authoritative form in Babylon in the 5th 
cent. A.D. Its language largely resembles that of 
Onkelos. Whether more than the sections which 
were read in the synagogue services were included 
in the first translation of the Prophets we cannot 
say. Making allowance for the difference between 
the historical and the prophetic books, our Targ. 
has a uniformity of style and character, due to a 
careful revision which aimed at producing this. 
Geseuius has shown that parallel passages (2 K 
18f.=Jer 3ft-39, Is 2*« = Mic 4 13 ) are tr. alike in 
both places of their occurrence, and vary only 
according to the variation of the originals, and that 
other features are common to the different books 
(e.g. p-p-in rendered by kd' in Jonah, Jer., Ezekiel).+ 
The Targ. on the Prophets is not so literal as the 
Targ. of Onk., vet the method of both translations 
is alike, and they are clearly meant to be com- 
pan ion works. From certain passages which both 
have verbally in common, it has ueen inferred, 
probably correctly, that Jonathan used Onkelos : 
cf. Jg 5 8 , Dt 32 17 , 1 S 12*, Nu 16", 2 K 14 8 , Dt 24» 
Jer 48«- « Nu 2\™:t The Targ. on the historical 
books is more literal than that on the Prophttte 
Posteriores, but poetical or difficult passages are 
paraphrased : cf. 1 S 2 l ' w , which is explained verse 
by verse with references to Sennacherib, Nebu- 
chadnezzar, the Greeks, Hasmonieans, Mordecai, 
Esther, etc. ; 1 S 15 a 17 8 , 2 S 14" 20 w . Of the pro- 
phetic books we have generally a faithful transla- 
tion, with explanatory additions. For examples of 
paraphrase, cf. Is 28 ,u - u 49" 50 u ; for instance." of 
haggadd, Is 12* 33* 62'°, Mic 6*. With regard to 
the rendering of anthropomorphic expressions, 
figurative language, and the like, the usual rules 
of Targumic interpretation are observed : e.g. the 
whole story (Hos l 3 ) of the prophet and Gomer 
gives place to a series of denunciations upon the 
continued sins of Israel, with promise of pardon 
on repentance, and the perplexing features of the 
original never once appear. Geographical names 
are mostly retained as in the Heb. , but are some- 
times tr. into more modern forms: ijnr=^33; ]vz = 
pro ; M3D pen [or, more prob., ib alone] = numjoaSit ; 
Tp='jTp; nD-uin=KTJO-u. The influence of the re- 
ligious or dogmatic ideas of the author's time is 
more noticeable than in Onkelos. The Targum 
in this respect is a mean between Onk. and tha 
Jerus. Targum on the Pentateuch. 

First edition of this Targum, Leiria, 1494. 

Reference has been made already to the quotations which 
Jewith writers make from Jerus. Targg. on the Pent., and which 
are not now found in either of our recensions (the Frog. Targ. 
or pseudo-Jon.). Similar fragments of Targg. on the Prophets 
have been printed from the Keuchlin Codex in Logarde's ed. of 
the Prophetai Chaldaiee, and Bacher has investigated their 
character in ZDMG, 1874. He finds that the variants may be 
divided into five classes which come from as many sources, and 
concludes that they are remains of Jerus. Targg. to the Pro- 
phets, as they resemble in certain features of language and style 
the Jerus. Targg. to the Pentateuch. Some of them he considers 
older than the official Turg. to the Prophets (cf. his view, men- 
tioned above, of the relation of the Frag. Targ. to Onk.); 
others he considers are the result of a hagiiadititic enlargement 
of earlier texts at a date later than the iiab. Talmud and the 
midrdthim (cf. his view of the Targ. pseudo-Jon. in relation to 
the Fragmentary Targ. and Onkelos). 

Hi. Targums on the Hagioorapha.— A Targ. 
on the Bk. of Job is mentioned as in existence in 
the 1st cent. A.D., but it is certain that no Taig oi 

* Bab. Meg. 8 a. 

t Cf. Comm. utter den JeMia, i. pp. 70, 71. 
; Berliner, Targ. i/ifjelot, p. 124. 
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that age has come down to us. None of the Targg. 
to the Hagiog. which we possess is earlier than tlie 
close of the Talmudic period, and probably all of 
them are much later. The first mention of them 
is in the 11th century. Unlike the translations 
of the Law and the I'rophets, the Targg. on the 
Hagiog. are entirely the work of individual trans- 
lators, modelled upon the older Targums. They 
were never meant for public use in synagogue or 
school, having, in fact, been composed after the 
need for Aram, translations had ceased. They 
may be conveniently divided : 1. Psalms, Job, 
(Prov.). 2. The Megilloth. 3. Chronicles. 

1. It is possible that the Targg. on the Psalms 
and Job come from a single author ; at any rate 
they exhibit marks of similarity in their general 
method of handling the Heb. text, and they have 
some linguistic and other features in common. 
Unlike the Jems. Targg. on the Pent., they aim 
at giving a pretty faithful rendering of the ori- 
ginal. Haggadic additions are met with occasion- 
ally, but they are concise, and can easily be 
separated from the translation proper. Many 
verses are provided with double translations, the 
second being ascribed to a different Targ. («"n = 
-inn main). In such cases one of the translations 
is generally haggadic, while the other is more 
literal. Between forty and fifty verses in Job 
have such alternative translations, but there are 
not so many in the Psalms. Half a dozen verses 
in Job have even a third rendering. The age of 
the interpolator has been given as the 8th or 9th 
cent., but there is really no reason for claiming a 
higher age for the Targg. themselves. Their lan- 
guage is late and artificial ; they are compositions 
in what is no longer to the translators a living 
speech. The general exegetic devices of the older 
Targg. are reproduced. Anthropomorphisms as a 
rule, and all figures of speech, are set aside ; refer- 
ences to the history of Israel, to the Law and its 
study, are frequently introduced ; passages are 
applied to Edom, Ishinael, or Gog; and the eschato- 
logical ideas of the synagogue are all met with. 
We may note that rtoo in the Psalms is rendered 
Xtfth (ef. Hab3 3 » ia ). 

The peculiar dialect in which the Targ. to the 
Proverbs appears has taken up so many features 
from Syriac that it can only be regarded as an in- 
congruous mixture of the Aramaic of the Targg. 
and the Syriac of the Peshitta. Linguistic elements 
have been gathered from different quarters and 
placed side by side, without any regard to the 
unity of structure which must exist in a spoken 
or written language.* Many entire verses, esti- 
mated as forming a third of the whole book, are 
identical with the Syriac translation ; in a further 
large number there are close resemblances between 
the two versions, all the more striking where they 
agree as against the Heb. ; cf. I 7 4'-" 5» T it -'' 3 9" 
12 la 16 4 - *. It has been shown t that the peculiari- 
ties of the Targ. are due to the use of the Pesli. 
by the Targuinist. The view that the Pesh. has 
borrowed from the Targ. does not account for the 
Syriasms which the latter contains; the analogy 
of the Jerus. Talm., where most of the peculiari- 
ties of the Targ. occur, though in less proportions, 
does not help us to understand why just in such 
large proportions these peculiarities are here found 
together. Apart from the distinctly Syriac forms, 
the language and style of the Targ. are akin to 
that of the Targg. on the Psalms and .Job, and 
there is no reason for assigning it an earlier date. 

* Ot. the preform. Impf. 3 pers. mage, in J at veil as in ' ; emph. 
g taf «f nouns in \. ; "? for n* ; adverbs in TV*. ; TJ ( = onn), 

etc. 

t Dathe, De ratione consensus verttioni* chaldaica tt syriaece 
Prov. Solum., eA. Rosenmiiller, J814; cf. Noldeke in Mtrxs 
Arc/tic, 1871, p. 240; Mnybuum, ib. p. Oft 



The translation is literal, and addition.-, to the text 
are extremely rare.* 

2. The Targg. on the Megilloth are distinguished 
among the Targg. to the Hagiog. by their extreme 
paraphrastic treatment of the text. In parts of 
them we can still find the translation embedded in 
the paraphrase, but in other parts the legendary 
and homiletic sections which have been added form 
the main feature of the work. These are made up 
in various ways. Historical parallels are cited for 
the narratives of the text, with what would be 
anachronisms if the Targ. were regarded as a tr. 
of an ancient writing ; motives and reasons are 
supplied to explain the occurrence of events ; proper 
names are etymologized and 'explained'; while 
figurative language is rendered into prose, allegory 
takes the place ot narrative ; the Sanhedrin is fre- 
quently mentioned, and the study of the Law intro- 
ii need on every possible occasion ; lengthy gene- 
alogies are appended to some of the names occurring 
in the text ; general statements are connected witn 
the names of particular individuals, esp. the patri- 
archs, Ni m rod, Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, Titus 
and Vespasian, Alexander (? = Antiochus), Messiah 
the king, and Elias the high priest. The books of 
Ruth and Lam. are less paraphrastic than Eccles., 
Esth., or Canticles. One text of the Targ. on 
Esther (that given in the Antwerp Polyglot) is, 
with few exceptions, a literal translation. Essenti- 
ally the same text, with many haggadic additions, 
is printed in the London Polyglot, and this forms 
the usual Targum to Esther. The so-called second 
Targum (Sheni) is much more voluminous than the 
last named, and is regarded as an amalgam from 
other Targums and midrd'him which from time to 
time were made for this favourite book. It is 
quoted by the commentators as ' haggada ' and as 
' midrash.' More than half the work has nothing 
•to do with the story of Esther, but contains legends 
about Solomon, the queen of Sheba, etc. The Targ. 
on Canticles is of the same midrashic class : on the 
basis of certain words of the text we have outlined 
for us the varying fortunes of the Jewish people 
from the days of Moses down to the Talmud. We 
may note besides in this Targ. references to the 
two Messiahs — Messiah son of David, and Messiah 
son of Ephraim (iv. 5, vii. 3 ; cf. Jerus. Targ. on 
Ex 40" ; also Jerus. Targ. on Zee 12 w in Lagarde, 
p. xlii). 

3. No Targ. to the Books of Chronicles was 
known to exist until after the great Polyglot 
Bibles had been published. In /tiSlM*3 a some- 
what incomplete Targ. from an Erfurt MS was 
edited with tr. and notes by M. F. Beck ; t and 
in 1715 a more complete form of the text from a 
Camb. MS was edited with tr. by D. Wilkins. 
There are numerous variations in the two recen- 
sions. The tr. is in many parts fairly literal, but 
examples of midrashic amplification are not want- 
ing (ci. 1 Ch l*-* 1 4" 7* ll 11 * 1 12 s *, 2 Ch 2" 3 l 23 u ). 
The author made use of the Jerus. Targg. to the 
Pent. (cf. tin 10* and 1 Ch 1", Un 36* and 1 Ch 
l 48 ). The Targ. on the Books of Samuel and Kings 
was also largely used, of course with the changes 
in diction and orthography which characterize the 
Jerus. Targums. 1 Ch 16 is tr. from the Heb. text 
of Chronicles, and the variations from the Targ. 
on t!ie Psalms are quite as noticeable as the agree- 
ments. Indications of the age of the Targ. are the 
translations or modern forms of geographical names. 
The redaction of the text represented by the Erfurt 
MS has been assigned to the 8th cent., that of the 
Camb. text to the 9th.J 

The text of the various Targg. has been handed 

• Cf. Pinkuss in ZA TW, 1804, p. 109. He mentions only twe 
instances of paraphrase, 24'4 SB 1 , 
t Cf. Lagarde, Uamographa Chaldaiet, 1873. 
j Rosenberg uud Kohler in Ceiger's ZUch. 1870. 
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down and edited in a very unsatisfactory condition. 
The official Targums on the Pent, and Prophets are 
relatively the best preserved, but an examination 
of MSS and the printed edd. shows that a critical 
ed. was never attempted, nor were the materials 
for it forthcoming. The early disuse of the Targg. 
accounts for the unskilful and arbitrary treatment 
of the texts, and of the non-official Targg. it would 
be correct to say that they never readied a fixed 
form till such was obtained by the multiplication of 
printed copies. The vocalization is specially faulty. 
The South Arabian MSS, with the simpler supra- 
linear system of vowel points first brought to 
Europe in 1876, provide us with an older and more 
trustworthy recension of the Targ. on the Law and 
Prophets than any yet in our hands. MSS on the 
Pent., Prophets, and Megilloth are now to be found 
in London, St. Petersburg, and Strassburg, and 
selections from these have been published.* 

Even when critically edited, the Targums are 
not likely to be of much use for the criticism of 
the Heb. text of the OT. That text was fixed as 
we have it before any of our Targg. were com- 
piled, and it is but seldom that they throw any 
reliable light where it is needed. For a reflexion 
of the spirit of Judaism, on the other hand, as 
well as for the Jewish interpretation of the text of 
their sacred books, they are invaluable. Not that 
any importance would now be attached to the use 
formerly made of them by Christian controver- 
sialists. The Jewish Messianic ideas run through- 
out all their Targg., t but it is now clear that the 
correct interpretation of particular passages was 
not exclusively to be found either on the Jewish 
or on the Christian side (cf. Is 7 1 *'- 52 1 *-53»). 

Liter at i' rte. — Carpzov, Critiea Sacra Vet. Test., Lips. 1748; 
Zunz, Die Gottesdienstlichen Vortrdge der Juden, Berl. 1832, 
2nd ed. Frankfurt a/M. 1892 ; Oeiger, Urschrift und i'eber- 
sctzungen der Bibel, Breslau, 1867 ; Levy. Chald. Wbrterb. 
uber die Targumim, Leipzig, 1867-88; Noldeke, Die alttest. 
Litteratur, 1868, Die Semitischen Spraehen*, Leipz. 1899, 
and reviews mentioned below; Maybaum Die Anthropo- 
morphien bei Onqelos und den ttxiteren Targumim, 1870 ; 
Weber, System der altsyn. Pal. Theol. 1880, 2nd ed. 1897 ; 
Merx, Bemerkungtn uber die Vocalisation der Targume, 
Berlin, 1882, Chrestomathia Tatvumica, Berl. 1888 ; Ginsburger, 
Die Anthropomorphismen in den Thargumim, Braunschweig, 
1891 ; Buhl, Kanon und Text del AT, Leipz. 1891 [Eng. tr.J ; 
8chwally, Idioticon de* christlich-patatt. Aramditch, Giessen, 
1893 ; Dal man, dram, des jud.paldst. Aramdisch, Leipz. 1894, 
Aram. Dialektproben, Leipz. 1896, Aramuisch-Seuhebrdisehes 
WOrterbuch, Frankfurt a/M. 1897-1901, Die H'orte Jem, Leipz. 
1898 ; The Introduction! to the OT, by Etchhorn, de Wette, 
Kiehm, Bleek-Wellhautsen, Konig, Cornill, 8track ; cf. also 
Deutsch, Literary Remain*, Lond. 1874 = art. 'Targum' in 
Smith's DB; Schiller-Szinessy, art. in Encycl. Brit.*; Volck, 
art. in PRE*, revised by Nestle in 3rd edition. 

On the Pent. Targums : Winer, De Onqeloso eiutque Paraphrati 
Chald., Lips. 1820; Petennann, De duabut Pent, paraphrasi- 
bus chald., Berl. 1829 ; Luzzatto, Philoxenui, site de Onlcel. 
chald. Pent, version* Ditsertatio, Vienna, 1830; Frankel, 
' Einiges zu den Targumim ' in 7A*ch. fiir die Jnteressen dee 
Jud'ntums, 1840, Zu dein Targum der Prophelen, Breslau, 
1372 ; Seligsohn und Traub, ' Ueber den Geist der Ueberset- 
zung des Jonathan zum Pent.' in Krankel's Monatsschrift G. W. 
J. 1857 ; Seligsohn, De, dualms Ilierosol. Pent, paraphrasibus, 
BresMu, 1858 ; Etheridge, The Targume of Onkelos and Jon- 
athan ben Uzzirl on the Pent, irith the Fragment* of the 
Jerusalem Targum: from the Chaldee, 2 vols. Lond. 1862-65; 
Oeiger, ' Das noch Onkelos benannte babylonische Thargum 
zum Pent.' in his Judische Zttch. 1871 ; Bacher, ' Ueber das 

Segenseitige Vcrhaltnis der pent. Thargumim ' in ZDMG, 1874 ; 
erliner, JMe Massora zum Targum Onkelos, Leipz. 1877 (cf. 
review by Noldeke, Lit. Centralbl. 1877), Targum Onkelos, 
Berl 1884 (cf. review by Noldeke, Lit. Centralbl. 1884, by de 
Lagarde, GGA, 1886); Gronemann, Die Jonathan*che Pent.- 
Ueliersetzung in ihrem Verhaltniese zur Ilalacha, Leipz. 
1879 ; Singer, Onkelos und da* Verhtiltniss seines Targum* zur 
ilalacha, Halle, 1881 ; Kautzsch, Mittheihing uber eine alte 
Handtchrift de* Targum Onkelo*, Halle, 1893 ; Barnstcin, Tlw. 
Targum of Onkelo* to Genesis, a critical enquiry into the value 
of the text exhibited by Jemen MSS, London, 1896 ; Bass- 
freund, Das Fragmententargum zum Pent., Breslau, 1896 ; 
Friedmann, Onkelos und Akylas, Vienna, 1890; Landauer, Die 
Matorah zum Onkelo*, Amsterdam, 1896 ; Ginsburger, Das 



* See the Literature, mentioned below, under the names 
Merx, Kautzsch, Pratorius, Dalman, Barnstcin. 

t Cf. Hiihn, Die MessianiscJien Weiesagunnen de* israelititeh- 
jiditchen Volkes, 1899, p. Ill f. 



Fragmententargum (edited from MSS), Berl. 1899 ; Diettrich, 
' Beobachtungen zu drei Jemenitisohen Handschrlften den 
Onqelostargums 1 in ZATW, 1900. 

Targums on the Prophets : Gesenius. Commentar Uber den 
Jesaia, Leipz. 1821, Einl. 1 11 ; Pauli, The Chaldee Paraphrase 
on the Prophet Isaiah, Lond. 1871 ; Frankel, Zu dein Targum 
der Propheten, Bred. 1872 (cf. review by Noldeke, GGA, 1872) ; 
de Lagarde, PropheUe Chaldaice, Lips. 1872 (cf. review by 
Noldeke, Lit. Centralbl. 1872); Bacher, 'Kntische Unter- 
suchungen zum Propheten-Thargum ' in ZDMG, 1874; Prii- 
torius, Das Targum zu Josua in jemenischer L'eberlieferung, 
Berl. 1899, Das largum turn Buclie der Richter in jtmen. Ueberl. 
Berl. 1900. 

Targums on the Hagiographa : Ginsburg, Translation of 
Targum on Ecclesiastes in his Commentary, London, 1861 ; 
Rosenberg und Kohler, ' Das Targum zur Chronik ' in Geiger"s 
Ztsch. 1870 ; Maybaum, 1 Ueber die Sprache des Targum zu den 
Spriichen und dessen Verhtiltniss zum Svrer' in Merx, Archie, 
1871, p. 60 f. (cf. Noldeke's review, p. 246 f.) ; Bacher, ' Das 
Thargum zu Hiob' in Monatsschrift G. W. J. 1871, ' Das Thar- 
gum zu den Psalmen,' do. 1872 ; de Lagarde, Hagiographa 
Chaldaice, Lips. 1873 \ Weiss, De Libri J obi Paraphrasi Chal- 
daica, Berl. 1873 ; Reis, ' Das Thargum Scheni zu dem Buche 
Esther' in Monatsschrift G. W. J. 1876, 1881 ; Munk, Targum 
Scheni zum Buche Esther, Berl. 1876 ; Casscl, Da* Buch Esther, 
Berl. 1878 [gives tr. of the Targ.l ; Baethgen, ' Der textkritische 
Wert der alien Uebcrsetzungen zu den Psalmen ' in Jahrb. Prot. 
Theol. 1882 ; Gelbhaus, Dte Targum literatur, Heft 1, ' Das 
Targum Sheni, - Frankfurt a/M. 13!>3 ; Pinkuss, ' Die Svrische 
Uebersetzung der Proverbien' in ZATW, 1894 ; Levin, Targum 
und Midrashzum Buche Uiob, Mainz, 1895 ; David, Das Tar- 
gum Scheni, Berlin, 1898. T. WALKER. 

TARPELITES (k:)?T©, plur. emph. ; B Ta/wtfwX- 
Xatot, A and Luc. Taptpa\>a7oi). — One of the peoples 
settled by Assurbanipal (?) in the cities of Samaria, 
Ezr 4". Their identity is quite uncertain. Rawlin- 
son suggested the Tuplai of the Inscriptions, i.e. 
the TifiapTjvol on the coast of Pontus ; Hitzig con- 
jectured Tiipolis in N. Phoenicia. 

TARSHISH (c»Tne). — 1. See following article. 
2. The eponym of a Benjamite family, 1 Ch 7 1U 
(B 'Paueo-aal, A and Luc. Qapo-els). 8. One of the 
seven princes of I'ersia and Media who ' sat first in 
the kingdom,' and had the right of access to the 
royal presence, Est 1 M (LXX oni.). See Admatha. 
4. The name of a precious stone (once Ezk 10* 
PT 1 ? J}*, elsewhere simply e*'<rw)> Ex 28 ao 39 1S , Ezk 
1» 10" 28 ,s , Ca 5'\ Un HJ" ; identified by AV and 
RV with the beryl, although RVm offers as alter- 
native renderings chalcedony or topaz or stone of 
Tarshish. The LXX has in Exodus and Ezk 28' 3 
(cf. Jos. Ant. III. vii. 5) xpwr$X«0o», in Ezk 40" 
ivdpat, elsewhere Oapvth. See, further, artt. Stones 
(Precious), p. 62U b , and Topaz, p. 797. 

J. A. Selbie. 

TARSHISH (shpne; LXX Ga/xrelj [on other 
renderings see below]).— The name of a maritime 
country, situated far to the W. of Palestine. The 
biblical passages teach us the following facts about 
this much discussed name :— 

In On 10*= 1 Ch I 7 Tarshish is one of the sons 
of Javan, under which latter name the Orientals 
seem to have comprised almost all Western mari- 
time nations. In On 10 we find the order : Elishah 
(i.e. Cyprus, after the most modern researches), 
Tarshish, Kittim (AV Chittim, which was, until 
recently, usually explained as the Cyprians, but 
they belong, with all probability, to much more 
westerly tracts of the Mediterranean ; cf. Winckler, 
Forschunyen, ii. 442), and Oodanim (or Rodanim, 
a very obscure name). This arrangement does not 
allow any certain conclusions. — lu Jon I s the 
prophet em harks at Joppa to flee to Tarshish 
(cf. 4-), which seems to represent here the extreme 
ends of the earth, so far as it was known to the 
Hebrews, the country farthest away from Jeho- 
vah's seat. — In Is fto'* it represents, together with 
Javan, with the isles afar off* and several Asiatic 
(if we except the somewhat doubtful Pul or Put) 
countries, the most remote quarters of the earth 
to which the exiled Jews may have fled ; cf. below 
on 60".— Somewhat similarly, Ezk 38 13 places Sheba 
and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish parallel 
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with (or, better probably, in contrast to) the 
mysterious Gog of Magog. It is impossible to 
draw any inferences about the situation of 
Tarshish from this parallelism ; certainly vicinity 
to the Arabian countries Sheba and Dedan is not 
indicated (cf. Gn 10 1 ).— Ps 72 10 quite analogously 
places the kings of Tarshish and of the isles in 
contrast to the kings of Sheba and Seba.— In Is 23° 
the prophet sarcastically advises the Tyrians to 
flee from the approaching destruction of their 
city to Tarshish and the isle (read evidently the 
plural: isles). V. lu works this out more fully: 
' Overflow (ItVm) thy land as the Nile, O daughter 
of Tarshish : there is no more girdle ' (AVni ; text 
' strength "), i.e. that country will be overcrowded 
by Phoenician fugitives. Evidently, Tyrian ships 
were specially familiar with the journey to 
Tarshish. 

The remote position of Tarshish led to the use 
of the expression ' Tarshish ship ' for a certain 
class of specially strong and large ships, destined 
' for longer voyages, exactly as sailors used to mean 
by an ' East Indiaman ' a type of shin, not only one 
sailing to or from India (thus, correctly, already 
Gesemus, Thesaurus). Ezk 2T a (IiV) 1 the ships of 
Tarshish were thy caravans for thy merchandise,' 
need not necessarily point to a prevalence of naval 
trade with Tarshish. Is 60" 'the isles shall wait 
for me, and the ships of Tarshish first to bring thy 
sons from far,' might, indeed, also be understood 
literally as a parallel to 66 1 '. The curse on Tyre, 
however, in 23', beginning ' Howl, ye ships of 
Tarshish,' means, evidently, the Tyrian fleet, or 
its best ships ; or, at any rate, not snips belonging 
to the inhabitants of Tarshish. Ps 48 7 ' with the 
east wind thou breakest the ships of Tarshish,' 
intends only a very general illustration of God's 
power over the most mighty things. Cf., analo- 
gously. Is 2" ' (the day or the Lord shall be) on all 
ships of Tarshish.' In 1 K 10 a ' the king (Solomon) 
had at sea a navy (better : a ship) of Tarshish 
with the navy of Hiram,' and this ship was sent to 
bring « gold and silver, ivory, and apes and pea- 
cocks '; evidently, the expeditions to Ophir (v. 11 
and 9 M ) are meant. Wherever that country of 
Ophir may have been, it is clear that the Tarshish 
ship was not sailing to or from Tarshish, but along 
the E. African coast, as already its sailing port 
Ezion-geber shows. The Chronicler, however, no 
longer understood that old nautical expression, 
and interpreted it, literally, of an expedition sent 
to Tarshish. Thus 2 Ch 9 s1 ' ships that went to 
Tarshish with the servants of Huram,' etc. (after 
1 K 10 22 ), and 20 s8 « Jehoshaphat of Judah joined 
himself with Ahaziah, king of Israel, to build 
ships in Ezion - geber to go to Tarshish.' These 
ships were broken so that they were not able to go 
to * Tarshish,' while the original text, 1 K 22f , 
spoke merely of ' ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir 
for gold.' These passages might be understood 
(together with Ezk 38", Ps 72'°) as pointing to a 
region of Arabia, Africa, or even India, assump- 
tions which of course would be in direct conflict 
with Gn 10, etc.* 

The products of Tarshish are mentioned Ezk 
27" ; Tarshish traded with Tyre with a ' multitude 
of all kinds of riches, with silver, iron, tin, and 
lead.' According to Jer 10 9 'silver spread (RV 
1 beaten ') into plates ' is brought from Tarshish. 
Finally, the precious stone called tarshish may 
be noticed ; but this, unfortunately, cannot be 
identilied. See preceding article. 

The tradition of the ancient versions on the 

* To avoid this conflict, Bochart assumed two Tarshishs — one 
in the W. of the Mediterranean, the other in the Indian Ocean. 
This desperate effort to avoid the acknowledgment of a small 
misunderstanding by the Chronicler is now universally alwin- 
doned. See. further, W. R. Smith. OTJC* 140 ; A. B. David- 
son, Ezekiel, p. 200 ; 8ayce, UCM 130. 



situation of Tarshish is very unsatisfactory. First, 
the passages are to be set aside where it was felt, 
correctly, that Tarshish, translated literally as a 
geographical name, would be misunderstood, i.e. 
the passages speaking of the Tarshish ships. The 
Jewish scholars translated, or rather paraphrased 
there freely, but not inadequately, ' sea ships.' 
Thus already LXX in Is 2 16 (wXoia OaX&einp).* 
The Vulg. extends this translation to less suitable 
passages; cf. Is 23 l 10 [filia maris I) 60"' 66'» 
(gentes in mari), Ezk 27**, 1 K 10 a (per mare), 
2 K 22* t*», otherwhere, mostly. Thorns. Thus also 
the Targvm («D'), usually, in the Prophets (for 
exceptions see below). This was followed by 
Saadia and modern versions (e.g. Luther). Jerome 
(on Is 2' 6 ) was told by his Jewish teachers that 
Tharsis was the proper Hebrew word for ' sea ' t (in 
opposition to Aramaic ?) : a strange artifice ! 

Another Jewish tradition appears in the LXX of 
Ezk 27' 3 (also Vulg.) and Is 23, where Tarshish is 
rendered ' Carthage' or 'Carthaginians' ; likewise 
Targ. in 1 K 22*, Jer 10 9 ' Africa ' (i.e. the Roman 
province of Africa, the former territory of Carth- 
age). This tradition is evidently founded on the 
frequent association of Tarshish with Tyre, the 
apparent mother-city of Carthage, t but it does 
not suit the sense of the other passages. 

Josephus (Ant. I. vL 1) read the name ap- 
parently TarshHih, and explained it as Tarsus in 
Cilicia, an interpretation which formerly seemed 
very satisfactory. Now, however, we know from 
coins of Tarsus and from Assyrian inscriptions 
(Delitzsch, Parodies, 103, etc.) of Shalmaneser 
that the old Cilician city had the name im Xarzi, 
not as Josephus presupposed. 

The interpretation most widely accepted at 
present was proposed by Bochart, Phaleg (pre- 
ceded by Eusebius [Onom. ed. Lag. 166. 8, cf. 183. 
17-18], who already combined Tarshish and the 
Iberes, i.e. Spaniards). Bochart found the Hebrew 
name Tarshish in the Greek Tartessos, explaining 
the seeming interchange of t and sh by the analogy 
of Aram, th for Heb. sh (which analogy, unfor- 
tunately, does not apply here, where no Arama-ans 
come in question). The remote position attributed 
both to Tarshish and to Spain, the W. end of the 
world, according to the opinion of the ancients, 
suits well, and so does the wealth in metals 
(especially the Spanish silver and tin); Anally, 
some connexion of the Phoenicians with Spain 
seems to be recognizable "before the Carthaginian 
conquest. Tartessos is supposed to have been the 
name of a city (!), extended first to the S. of 
Spain, then to the whole country. The name of 
the southern coast, Tttrdctania, and of a tribe, 
somewhat farther north, the TurdMi, Turdnli, 
seems to allow a comparison (cf. Strabo, below). 

A very vigorous attack upon this popular theory 
has been made by P. le Page Kenouf in PSJJA 
xvi. (1894) 104. He urges that the whole theory 
rests only on a deceptive similarity of sound, that 
Bochart's appeal to Aramaic is unsuitable (see 
above), that we have no proof for Phoenician 
settlements in Spain (which were only alleged to 
have existed in order to suit Is 23 8 etc.). § He 
even claims that the city or country Tartessus 
seems ' to have existed only in the realms of 
imagination, like the isle of Calypso or the garden 
of the Hesperides. Its site was certainly un- 
known at the time of Strabo, though it was then 
identilied on grounds of probability with the 

• This might, however, be taken from a Hexaplario sou rot 

(Symuiachus or Theodotion f). 

t ' Hebrasi putant lingua propria mare Tarshish appellarL* 

t More correctly, the mother-city was Sidon. 

5 For such colonies, indeed, the tradition (Strabo. p. IS/, 
Arrian, etc.) is very recent. It is questionable if those law 
writers were able to distinguish between Cart ha g ini a n and 
earlier Phoenician colonies. 
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neighbourhood of the Baetis or Quadalquivir.* 
Late writers, like Valerius Maximus, Pliny, and 
Arrian, confounded Tartessus and Gades. Tlie 
metallic treasures of Spain, llenouf claims, were 
developed only by Hamilcar Barcas after the first 
Punic war, and the tin in the bronze of earliest 
Greece and Babylonia came rather from Eastern 
mines (?).f Thus the necessity for going to Spain 
for tin is removed. Renoufs {I.e. p. 138) idea is 
that Tarshish has a Semitic etymology, 'the 
broken'(??), which might(!) mean 'shore, coast'(!?), 
whence the translation 'sea' in the versions (?).£ 
The passages connecting it with Tyre show then, 
he claims, that the Phoenician coast itself is 
meant. This theory is so inconsistent with Ezk 
27, etc., and so forced, that it does not deserve a 
detailed refutation. 

Winckler (Forschvngen, i. 445) modifies the 
Tartessus theory of Bochart, by referring Tarshish 
to Ta/xnjEw, a place mentioned by Polyb. III. xxiv. 1 
as one of the principal cities of Carthaginian 
Spain.§ This view, however, he puts forward 
with great reserve. 

Cheyne (Or. Lit. - Zeitung, iii. 151; cf. the 
present writer, ib. 294) expresses the opinion 
that Tarshish is identical with Tiras (better 
vocalized probably TMa)a) of Gn 10 s . This latter 
name might have come in from another source 
or as a gloss, so that the same nation would be 
represented in two different forms. Vocalizing 
Trtrshiuh (cf. Joseph us), we should obtain the 
Tyrsenians, Tyrremans or Etruscans, bold sea- 
farers, and well known as pirates already to 
the ancient' Egyptians (c. 1200 B.C.), by whom 
they were called Tursha. Their name might 
stand for the whole of Italy, possibly even for all 
European coasts west of Greece. This comparison 
with the Tyrsenians (proposed already by Knobel) 
agrees with the wealth in metals, especially with 
the tin. The Etruscans might have brought this 
from Spain, although a more probable assumption 
would De that they obtained it either in the har- 
bours of Southern Gaul (cf. Diodorus, v. 38, on the 
trading of English tin through Gaul to Massilia) 
or more directly in Upper Italy, where it might 
have been brought from various places in Central 
Europe. 

This last identification seems to the present 
writer the most plausible. Next to it, the identi- 
fication with Spain might claim most relative 
probability. Certainty will hardly be obtained 
with our present means of knowledge. 

W. Max ML'llkr. 

TARSUS (Tapc6s; on coins im) is mentioned in 
the Bible only as the city where St. Paul was 
born, of which he was a citizen (Ac 9 11 21 38 22 s ), 
and in or near which he spent a number of years 
not long after his conversion (Ac 9 30 11**). It lias 
l>een universally recognized that his birth and 
his early education in this city were important 
factors in preparing the Apostle of the Gentiles for 
his career. No direct evidence is accessible as to 

* Cf. Strabo (148 ff.), who, indeed, quotes this only as a hypo- 
thesis, does not know with certainty what the ancients meant by 
Tartessus, and cannot identify an alleged city Tartessus (at the 
mouth of the Btetis or at Carteia ?). The old name Tartessis (!) 
of Spain seems to him to survive in that of the Tnfb»Z\*i (?) and 
T.i*J»:t«>.« OX However, lc Page Renouf seems to overstate 
here the shadowy position of Tarshish. Herodotus (e.g. iv. 192) 
uses it clearly for Southern Spain. Eratosthenes (in Strabo, 
148) takes it more narrowly as the region around Calpe- 
Gibraltar. 

t This belief, for which he quotes O. Schroder, Prehistoric 
Ant. 192, etc. (where the Paropamisus is thought of), has been 
refuted by Winckler, Fortchungen, i. 161 (cf. the present writer 
in Or. LU.-Zeitung. ii. 285, on the Egyptian texts). The tin of 
th" ancient East came from the West, evidently through mari- 
time commerce. 

} Sea and coast are, however, very different ideas. 

| This was mostly confounded with Tartessus, while, in 
Polybius, it seems to have been another name of Mastia. The 
text in Polybius is, besides, very obscure. 



the surroundings of St. Paul's early years, which 
makes it all the more necessary to study the 
general character of the city and the society in 
which he grew up. The history of Tarsus is at 
the same time the history of Cilicia, which affords 
the opportunity of somewhat fuller treatment of 
that subject than was given under Cilicia. 

i. Situation.— Tarsus, the chief city of Cilicia 
in ancient times, was situated in a rich and fertile 
plain, only slightly elevated above sea-level, less 
than 10 miles from the seacoast at its nearest 
point. The river Cydnus flowed through the 
middle of the city, and entered the Rhegma,* a 
sort of laket some distance below the city and 
close to the sea. This lake served as an arsenal 
and harbour for Tarsus ; but ancient ships could 
ascend the river right up to the city (as Cleopatra 
did). In modern times the lake has become a 
large marsh J on the west side of the river, while 
the bed of the river has become shallow and im- 
passable to anything larger than a small rowing- 
boat, and its mouth is blocked by a bar. These 
changes are the result of the ignorance, careless- 
ness, and incapacity of government and inhabit- 
ants, neglecting the engineering operations which 
must have been applied by the ancients to regu- 
late the river-bed. The proximity of the marshes 
has made Tarsus more unhealthy than it was in 
ancient times, though from its low situation in the 
plain under the mountains of Taurus it can never 
nave had an invigorating climate. South-west 
of Tarsus towards Soli lay the strong walled city 
Anchialos, which must have been between Mersina 
and the Cydnus, a little way back from the coast.§ 
Mersina, the modern port of Tarsus, stands on or 
close to the ancient Zephyrion, a small town near 
a promontory of the same name, 16 miles W.S.W. 
from the great city. This promontory is a very 
little way west of Mersina. Anchialos is described 
by Kitter as the port of Tarsus, and as closely con- 
nected with it (like Pirseus with Athens), bo that 
the two might be regarded as a single great city, 
which would suggest that Anchialos was some- 
where near the west side of the lake. But Aulai is 
said to have been the name of the port-town on the 
lake, and Hitter's view seems a misinterpretation 
of Arrian, Anab. ii. 5. II The statements of the 
ancients as to the mutual relations of these places 
are confused. 

The Cydnus originally flowed through the heart 
of Tarsus, as many authorities mention. But, 
when a flood in the river had done great harm in 
the city, Justinian (527 - 563) cut an artificial 
channel to carry part of the water round the east 
side of the city. It would appear that gradually 
the branch of the river that flowed through the 
city grew smaller as its bed became choked, and 
in modern times almost the whole of the water 
passes through Justinian's channel.1I In 1432 the 
inner branch is described as a tiny stream ; and in 
1473 the eastern branch is spoken of as the only 
one (see the quotations in Bitter's Kleinasien, ii. 
p. 184 f.). The falls of the Cydnus beside the 
northern entrance to the city are still very pictur- 
esque, though only a few feet high. 

Tarsus possessed almost all the qualifications 
required for a great commercial city. Not merely 
did it possess a safe and good harbour and a rich 
territory, it was also placed in front of the 

*'Vr,yuM, 8trabo, p. 672. 

t \tn>ut*t rive, apparently a broadening of the river so as to 
look like a lake, StralK), p. 672. 

{ A marsh 30 miles In circumference (Barker, Lares and 
Penates, p. 137). 

} Strabo, p. 671. 

I Kitter, Kleinarien, ii. 202 ; Steph. Byz. i.v. Atkxt. 

II Barker saya that a canal Irom the Cydnus j asses through 
Tarsus, and formerly flowed into the marsh, but was recently 
diverted to rejoin the river. This may be the old channel. 
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southern end of the great trade and war route 
across Mount Taurus, through the Cilicinn Gates, 
to Cappadocia, Lycaonia, and inner Asia Minor 
generally. Such a situation made it a great city 
from time immemorial. 

ii. Tarsus the Oriental City.— Its foundation 
was attributed by legend to Sardanapalus, who 
was said to have built Tarsus and Anchialos in one 
day, and whose tomb is said to have been at the 
latter place. A more Oriental form of the legend, 
as reported by Eusebius [Chron. i. p. 27*), named 
Sennacherib, king of Nineveh, as the founder. 
When Tarsus became a Greek city, a centre of 
Greek civilization and seat of a university, it 
could not be satisfied with such an origin, but 
invented a Greek foundation. Perseus or Herakles 
was named by the Tarsians as founder of the city 
(see Dion Chrysostom's Oratio xxxiii. ad Tars.; 
Libanius, Or. xxviii. 620) ; but this is only the 
Assyrian legend in a slightly Grecized form, for 
Perseus was a peculiarly Oriental and Assyrian 
hero (Herod, vi. 54), connected with the mythology 
and religion of many places in the eastern parts of 
Asia Minor; and Herakles was the Tyrian god, 
the founder of colonies. These legends contain a 
memory of the time when the Assyrian power 
extended over Syria and Cilicia, and Tarsus was 
their western capital. Tarsus is mentioned on the 
Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser Among the towns 
which he captured in the middle of the 9th cent. 
B.C. Athenodorus, the Tarsian, said that the city 
was originally called Parthenia, from Parthenius, 
son of Cydnus, and grandson of Anchiale, daughter 
of J ape t us : here, too, fancy is giving a Greek colour 
to local Asiatic legend. 

Tarsus continued for a long time an essentially 
Oriental town. Its early coinage was struck, not 
by a municipal government like that of a ( >re -k 
city, but by native kings or Persian satraps, who 
used Tarsus as their capital. It is true that at an 
early time considerable influence was exerted on 
the city by Greek trade and civilization. Thus 
Greek letters were sometimes engraved on the 
earl}' coins, and the coinage as a whole was 
modelled after Greek coins, and was probably 
made by Greek artisans employed by the rulers of 
Tarsus. Yet even in the Roman period, after 
Tarsus had for centuries been transformed (at 
least externally) into a Greek city, marked 
Oriental characteristics are apparent. A deity 
standing on a horned lion, thoroughly non-Greek 
and Asiatic in character, probably the god Sandon, 
often appears on coins under the empire ; and a 
monument at Anchialos, inscribed with letters 
believed to be Assyrian, is often mentioned t by 
(ireek writers. Tarsus therefore was never so 
thoroughly Hellenized as to lose or to forget its 
Asiatic character and origin ; even as a Greek 
city it was far from being wholly Greek. Its 
population, doubtless, was very mixed (as it is at 
the present day) ; and even to a greater degree 
than Syrian Antioch it may be regarded as a 
meeting-place of Greeks and Orientals. 

In the Assyrian and afterwards in the Persian period hardly 
anything is known of Tarsus. When the central government 
was strong, presumably the city was governed by satrap. 
When the central government was weak, the satraps tended to 
become more and more independent, and even a dynasty of 
native kings seems to have held Tarsus during part of the 5th 
and 4th cents. B.C. 

In the AnabaM of Xenophon, Tarsus is described about 
B.C. 400 as a great and wealthy city, containing the palace of 
Sycnnesis the Cilician king. Hut its coinage is much older. 
Electrum coins of the 6th cent, have been assigned to it, though 
not with great probability. The kings or BatrapH of Cilicia 
struck coins at Tarsus throughout the 5th and 4th cents., with 
legends mostly Aramaic, but parllv Greek, frequently with 

* Ed. 8choene : Eusebius quotes from Alex. Polyhistor. 

t AthenHius, viii. p. 335, xii. p. .V_'D f. : Strain), p. 072 ; Cicero, 
Tune, v. 35 ; A man, Anab. ii. 5 ; Clearchus Solensis in Franm. 
UUt. Grate, ii. p. 305, 5. 



Baaltara, the Baal or Zeua of Tarsus, enthroned, holding 
sceptre, grapes, and com. Coins of Baal turn were struck 
during the last effort* of tbe Persians and under the earlier 
Seleucid kings; but they appear to have been minted at 
Babylon, and many of the extant specimens liave come from 
India. 

iii. Tarsus the Greek Citv. — In Selencid times 
autonomous coins were first struck at Tarsus, 
showing its transformation from an Oriental town 
into a Greek pulii, a highly important stage in 
its history. This municipal and strictly (ireek 
coinage began under Antiochus IV. Epiphanes 
(B.C. 175-104), when the city was styled 'Antioch 
beside the Cydnus,' * and took that name on its 
coins. The growth of Tarsus is evidently the 
result of a change in the Seleucid rule ; it is con- 
nected with their frontier policy, and shows that 
increasing attention was paid to Cilicia by that 
Syrian king. Before 190 Cilicia had b.-en a district 
in the heart of the Seleucid empire ; but, at the 
peace of 189, the whole of Asia Minor up to the- 
Taurus mountains was taken from Antiochus ill., 
and Cilicia became a frontier land. It was neces- 
sary now to pay more attention to its organization 
ami defences ; and the refoundation of cities like 
Tarsus-Antiocheia, Epiphaneia, Adana-Antiocheia, 
Magarsa-Antiocheia, belongs to the same reign. t 
Mopsuestia, guarding the important crossing of the 
Pyramus, was refounded as Seleuceia by Seleucus 
ill. (187-175). Almost all these cities (along with 
Alexandria ad Jssum and Ilieropolis-Castabala) 
began to coin as self-governing municipalities in 
the reign of Antiochus IV. t It is therefore highly 
probable that Cilicia had previously l>een treated 
more like a subject country or satrapy, § and that 
now its cities began to be allowed greater liberty 
and to be more thoroughly Grecized in their insti- 
tutions, when it was inii>ortant to make them 
heartily loyal. The incident mentioned in 2 Mac 
4 30 takes us into the midst of this process, and 
shows that about 171-169 is the probable date of 
this important transformation. In 17) Antiochus 
gave the revenues of Tarsus and Mallus to his 
mistress Antiochis. This provoked riot and even 
insurrection ; and Antiochus had to go in person 
to quell the disturbances. Apparently he suc- 
ceeded in this peaceably, by granting freer consti- 
tutions to the cities and reorganizing the country 
generally. The year 170 B.C., therefore, marks 
an epoch in the history of Tarsus, for it was now 
refounded as a Greek polls, and called by a new 
name, 'Antiocheia on the Cydnus.' 

There is no reason to think II that the change of name was a 
mere act of adulation to the reigning king, implying no real 
development in the city constitution. It is true mat the name 
Antioch soon fell into diause, and tbe name Tarsus revived ; 
but this was due partly to the fact that the town was not 
thoroughly Grecized, partly to the fact that the name Antioch 
was already too common, and the three new Antiochs wonld 
bardlv establish a right to exist beside the many older Antiochs. 
Rather we must look on the refoundation of Tarsus as a critical 
epoch in its history. 

The refoundation was certainly accompanied by 
an increase of population, for the regular Seleucid 
policy in such cases was to introduce a body of 
settlers whose loyalty might be reckoned on, and 
to give them special privileges in the city. The 
colonists whom the Seleucid kings most commonly 
planted in the cities of Asia Minor were Jews ;f 
and therefore it is highly probable that a Jewish 
colony was established at Tarsus about B.C. 
170. 

* Steph. Bvz. and le Baa-Waddington, Inter. d"Asit If in. 

No. 14t>0. 
t Compare Magarsos (see Mallob). 

; Hill, CataliKjue «// British Museum Coins, Cilicia, etc pp. 
xciiii, ci, cx, etc. 

J The name satrapy was uaed in the Seleucid empire ; sea 
Ramsay, Cities and Buhopriet of Phrugia, i. p. 257. 

I As Waddington (I.e.) wrongly thinks. 

II See I'tiKYuu, vol. iii. p. 8oU 
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iv. Tarsus the Roman City.— From the decay- 
ing Seleucid empire Tarsus passed into the hands 
of the Romans. From B.C. 103 onwards the name 
Cilicia became ' the Roman term for a great, ill- 
detined, half-subdued agglomeration of lands, com- 

f "rising parts of Cilicia, Pauiphylia, and other 
anda (Ramsay, Histor. Comm. on Galatians, p. 
103). In 66 Cilicia Campestris was decisively 
conquered by Pompey, after having been under 
the power of king Tigranes more or less since 83 ; 
and in 64 it was properly organized (see CILICIA) 
ax a province with Tarsus for its capital, though 
considerable parts of the country were left for a 
long time under native kings — Tarcoudimotos I. 
and II. and Antiochus being the most famous. 

Tarsus, while exposed to the oppression gener- 
ally exercised on subject cities by the Roman 
republican officials, was favourably treated by 
Julius C»*sar, Antonius, and Augustus. Ctesar 
passed through the city on his march from Egypt 
to Pontus ; and the strong partisanship of the 
Tarsians for him was shown by the name Juliopolis 
which was granted to, or assumed by, them (Dio 
C. 47. 26). In punishment for its devotion to 
Ciesar, Tarsus was harshly treated by Cassius in 
43. But Antonius soon after granted it the 
privilege of enjoying its own laws (oacivitos libera) 
and the right of duty-free export and import 
trade.* He also made it his residence for a time ; 
and received here a visit from Cleopatra, who 
sailed up to Tarsus in B.C. 38 in circumstances of 
extraordinary magnificence and luxury. It formed 
part of the large realm which he bestowed on the 
Egyptian queen (see vol. ii. p. 86). When Augustus 
triumphed over Antonius he recognized that the 
Tarsians were partisans, not of Antonius specially, 
but of the Empire as contrasted with the Re- 
public ; and he even increased their privileges. 
Cilicia was now united in one large province with 
Syria. 

Thus Tarsns, when St. Paul was a child, stood 
before the world at the entrance to the greatest 
province of the East as a metropolis, a free city 
with a free harbour, mistress of a large and fertile 
territory, a centre of Roman imperial partisanship. 
It had been a Greek self-governing city since 
B.C. 170, and the enthusiasm with which it had 
taken up Creek education and civilization had 
made it one of the three great university cities 
of the Mediterranean world. Strabo (14, 5, 13, 
p. 673) speaks of the Tarsian university as even 
surpassing in some respects those of Athens and 
Alexandria ; and he observes that all the students 
were natives, t and no strangers came to it ; but, 
on the contrary, many natives of the country went 
abroad to study and reside, few returning home 
again : Rome was full of Tarsian and Alexandrian 
scholars. So strong was the Tarsian love for letters 
and education ! Tney filled their own university 
and foreign cities and Rome itself. Demetrius, as 
Plutarch tells (rfi.- Defect. Orac, ad init.), went to 
Britain and Egypt, the Ery thra'an Sea and the 
land of the Troglodytes, to satisfy his scientific 
curiosity. Athenodorus the Stoic was the com- 
panion of Cato the younger, and died in his house ; 
another Stoic, Athenodorus Kananites, was the 
teacher of Augustus ; Nestor taught the young 
Marccllus, his heir (and Tiberius the emperor, 
according to pseudo-Lucian, Macr. 21); Antipater 
the Stoic was head of the school in Athens and the 
great opponent of Carneades ; and other phil- 

• Pseudo-Lucian (Macr.) and Dion Chrys. (ad Tars.) assign 
this Kraut to Augustus, who gave it again when he might have 
taken it away. 

t Among the natives (twi^ipm) Strabo includes, doubtless, 
persons from the neighbouring parts of Asia Minor. Atheno- 
dorus, the most famous of Tarsian philosophers, was called 
Kananiie*. from the name of his native village. The village 
probably was Kamut in eastern Lycaonia, which afterwards 
rose to be a city coining money. 



osophers and poets of Tarsus are named by 
Strabo, p. 674 f. 

Philosophers governed Tarsus at the important 
crisis when it was adapting itself to the imperial 
system. Athenodorus retired to Tarsus in his old 
age, greatly honoured by bis pupil Augustus, and 
invested by him with extraordinary authority in 
the city. He found that Tarsus had been seriously 
misgoverned and plundered by a certain clique, 
favoured by Antonius, but now greatly weakened 
since his defeat. After vainly attempting to 
bring them back by reason to a law-abiding spirit, 
Athenodorus, in virtue of the powers conferred by 
Augustus, sent them into exile, and reformed the 
constitution of Tarsus.* It appears from Dion 
Chrysostom (Orat. xxxiii. ad Tars. 20) that the 
constitution in the Roman period was of oligarchic 
or rather timocratic type, citizenship requiring a 
certain fortune ;t and there can be no doubt that 
this was the kind of reform introduced by Atheno- 
dorus, for it was in harmony with the whole 
tendency of the Roman imperial policy.} After 
the death of Athenodorus, at the age of 82, another 
Tarsian philosopher named Nestor, who also had 
approved himself to Augustus, succeeded to his 
commanding position in the city, and enjoyed the 
resj»eet of a series of provincial governors. The 
rule of these two philosophers probably continued 
from about B.C. 29 to some time after Christ. § It 
is very probable that St. Paul may have seen 
and listened to Nestor, who lived 92 years.|| 
The influence of Athenodorus, too, lasted long in 
Tarsus, where he was worshipped as a hero, for 
Dion Chrysostom about A. n. 100 quotes his name 
(in the Oration which he addressed to the Tarsians) 
as a household word among them. His doctrines 
may be taken as those which most influenced 
Tarsus in the time of St. Paul, and which the 
latter is likely to have been taught in the schools 
'of that city. Being a Stoic, he found the aim and 
end of life in release from passions ; but, if we may 
judge from the scanty quotations from or allusions 
to his writings, he estimated the quality of human 
action greatly by reference to its relation to God. 
' Know,' said he, * that you are set free from all 
passions, when you have reached such a point that 
you ask nought of God that you cannot ask 
openly' ; and Seneca, who quotes tliis,H goes on to 
state as the rule of life, in his spirit, if not in his 
words, * So live with men as if God saw ; so speak 
with God as if men were listening.' The spirit in 
which he guided the politics of Tarsus is expressed 
in a longer extract,** the gist of which is: 'It 
would be best to strengthen one's mind by making 
oneself useful in politics to fellow-citizens and the 
world ; but in the degraded and envenomed state 
of politics one must be content with the oppor- 
tunity for free expansion of the mind in benefiting 
one and all by educating them, by encouraging 
virtue, by teaching them to comprehend the gods, 
and to nave a good conscience : thus even in 

firivate life one fulfils a public duty. The student 
ires well, not by renouncing humanity and society, 
but by drawing friends round himself. He who 
lives and studies for his own sole benefit will from 

• jutri/uo t».» nmdirrSrmt swAiri '«» (Strab. p. 674). 

t See Kiihn, StadteverwUtung iin rim. hauerreiclie, pp. 2I>0, 
470. 

• See Kiihn, I.e. 

f The exact date of Athenodorus is uncertain. He is com- 
monly conjectured by modern writers to have been a pupil of 
Posidonius (b.c 140-110); but Eusebius, Chron., gives the date 
when he was flourishing as a.p. 7. This tends to show that the 
common dating of his career is too early ; perhaps he may be 
placed B.c. 72 to a.d. 10; or, more probably, Eusebius made a 
mistake, taking his death in the height of influence for the date 
when he flourished : in that case 75 b.c to 7 a.d. was his 
period. 

II Pseudo-Lucian, Macr. 21. 5 Kp. Mor. i. x. S. 

•* Seneca, de Tranq An. a (in St. Paul the Trae. p. 304, Clem. 
is mentioned wrongly in place of Tranq.). 
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lack of work fall into mere misuse of the time 
which nature requires us to spend. One must be 
able to give an account of one's time and prove 
one's old age by the amount of what one has done 
for the good of the world, and not simply by the 
length of time one has lived.' 

Such was the environment, on its best side, 
amidst which St. Paul spent his early years. To 
estimate its influence on him would be out of place 
here ; but we remember that, when he was rescued 
from imminent death, bruised doubtless and torn 
by the hands of the mob in Jerusalem, in answer 
to the question of the Roman officer, the words 
that rose to his lips as he recovered breath were : 
' I am a Jew, a man of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen 
of no mean city ' (Ac 2\ 39 ). In such circumstances 
a man does not waste words, or speak what does 
not lie deep in his nature. St. Paul had to show 
the officer that he was not an Egyptian, but the 
tone in which he spoke of Tarsus shows a warm 
feeling about it as a city and for its own sake.* 

The timocratic system introduced by Atheno- 
dorus into Tarsus has an important bearing on St. 
Paul's life. In a city where the mass of the in- 
habitants could be said to be 'outside of the 
citizenship,' i.e. not possessing the full rights of a 
citizen, t ne claimed to be a citizen. Citizenship 
in Tarsus was the certificate of respectability and 
standing which he mentioned to Claudius Lysias, 
when it was necessary at once to explain away 
appearances which were certainly much against 
him as he was pulled out of the murderous hands 
of the mob. One may ask why he did not mention 
his Koman citizenship at that time, for Roman 
citizenship was a higher honour and a greater 
proof of respectability ; and it seems hardly pos- 
sible to make any other answer except that, in the 
excitement of that terrible scene, the feeling that 
lay deepest in his heart about worldly position rose 
to his hps. When he was a child he felt himself 
a 'Jew, a citizen of Tarsus,' and almost uncon- 
sciously the words rose to his lips. But the Tarsian 
citizenship had this value in the eyes of those who 
possessed it, because it was confined to a select 
small body. 

The history of Tarsus under the empire is a 
large subject. The following points may be noticed 
as characteristic of the Asiatic Roman cities gener- 
ally, and illustrative of their relation to the early 
Christians and to the Roman State : — 

The loyalty of those great cities to the emperors was very 
strong, and is unusually well illustrated in the case of Tarsus, 
which assumed titles from the name of the emperors Hadrian, 
Commodiis, Severus, Antoninus (Caracalla), Macrinus, and 
Alexander Severus,; dropping some when the emperor died, 
and keeping others for long. It took the title of Temple- 
Warden (n«<«so.-, tit titaif*;), indicating that one, or two, 
temples of the im|>erial worship were built in the city. It 
induced governors of the province and even the emperor him- 
self, Alexander Severus, to accept office (of course merely 
honorary) in the city, and boasted of this on coins ond in in- 
scriptions. 

Titles like these, however, sprang as much from vanity as 
from loyalty. The irreat cities vied with one another in invent- 
ing titles and appropriating the titles of rivals. Tarsus and 
Anazarbus competed with one another in this way. Each 
claimed such titles an Metropolis, First and Greatest and Fairest, 
Temple-Warden ; but Anazarbus was never Twice Temple- 
Warden, nor Metropolis of the Three Eparchiai (Cilicia, Lyca- 
onia, Isuuria), but only Metropolis of the Nation (iJttvt, 
Cilicia). On one occasion, about a.d. 218, Anazarbus induced 
the emperor Klagalalus to accept the office of Dcmiourgos} in 
the city, and .struck coins to commemorate this honour. Tarsus 
doubtless was downcast till it could strike similar coins boasting 
of Alexander Severus as Deiniourgos. Both cities boasted that 

* It must be remembered that such expressions as «cx irrjuv 



rituii, »Cx i>..y>, often imply a strong assertion of the opposite. 

rX'.U*: vjx i>..y> wmp tw toAjti «; (Dion. Chrvs. 



ad Tar*, p. 321 ; see p. 087, col. 2, n. f). On the righta and 
meaning of t«;..ti « see Szanto, Da* griech. Bnrgerrteht. 

I It calls itself 'A>.i;a*hpitfr, 2fc/t)«»ts 'AwMitMon 'AlpMut in 
•n inscription, and coins often give the last three cumulated. 

§ Title of the chief magistrate in many C'ilician cities ; the 
title is Doric, and points to the old Doric relations of Cilicia. 



the koi noboulion (Council of the Koinon of Cilicia,) met within 
ita walla; but Tarsus alone could boast of the festival and 
games common to the three united jrovinces. And so on, title 
after title was devised to imitate or outshine a rival. 

Tarsus was saved by the barrier of Mount 
Taurus from many of the invasions which swept 
over Asia Minor. Only an enemy who took the 
route from Syria over Mt. Amanus through Cilicia 
would reach Tarsus ; but most invasions preferred 
the route through Eastern Cappadocia, keeping 
north of Mt. Taurus. Thus, in the long peace of 
the empire the defences and the defensive powers 
of the people in Cilicia must have grown weak, and 
when at last an enemy entered the country they 
found it a helpless prey. 

In the Byzantine ecclesiastical and political 
system Tarsus became even more important than in 
the older empire, owing to the steady growth of the 
Eastern provinces in wealth, education, and weight. 
Thus Basil of Csesarea (Ep. 34), in a.d. 373 (or 369), 
emphasizes its importance as ' a city so placed as 
to be united with Cilicia, Cappadocia, and Assyria ' 
(i.e. Syria). 

Two churches are mentioned at Tarsus. In 
A.D. 486 Leontius forced Verina to proclaim him 
emperor at Tarsus in the Church of St. Peter out- 
side the city. Such an important ceremony as 
likely to have been held in the principal church of 
Tarsus, and we may identify this Church of St. 
Peter as the great church of Tarsus destroyed by 
the Moslems in A.D. 885.* If so, it is remarkable 
that the principal church was not dedicated to St. 
Paul ; but it is recorded that the Church of St. Paul 
in Tarsus was built by the emperor Maurice (583- 
602),t while we may be confident that the great 
church of Tarsus was built as early as the 4th 
century. 

v. TARst'8 TJIB Xrab Citt. — In view of the strongly Syrian 
associations of Tarsus, it is important to observe toe way in 
which it lost its Western relations, and reverted to a purely 
Oriental type during the long wars against the Mohammedans. 
The Arabs first crossed into Cilicia by the Syrian Gates from 
Antioch in 641. t In 646 the Arabs found all the fortresses 
between Antioch and Tarsus deserted ; presumably the terror 
of these raids and the neglect of frontier defence by the 
emperor made the people flee to the mountains. 

In 650 the Arabs invaded Isauria (so Theophanes ; 649 Ibn Al 
Athir). This would appear to imply that Tarsus, with Cilicia 
generally, was in Arab hands, though it must be remembered 
that the Arab invasions were often only passing raids, in which 
the forts and cities were left unattacked, or watched by detach- 
ments of the invading forces, while the open country was 
ravaged, and captives swept off into slavery. Cilicia, however, 
having been so neglected by the central government, was exposed 
defenceless to the Arabs. Yet the military strength of the 
empire soon revived, while the Arab raids made little permanent 
impression. Tarsus was quickly reoccupied by the Christians ; 
but in 673 it was captured (after a defence presumably) by the 
Arabs. In the following years the Arab attacks were mads 
chiefly by the north rood nearer the Euphrates, or by sea. ; 
Cappadocia was occupied, and Armenia and Ponlus attacked, 
while Cilicia was not much molested by formal invasions, but 
its cities seem to have still remained unprotected, and exposed 
to any small raids. Thus in 6!»2 an Aran army advanced from 
the Euphrates nearly to Amorion, and returned by Cilicia. 

In 699-700 the Christians recovered Cappadocia, and the 
Arabs henceforth made regular use of the C'ilician route in 
invading the Byzantine empire. Mopsuestia at the important 
crossing of the Pyramus was fortified in 701, and Tarsus was 
now permanently occupied as an Arab capital on their north- 
western frontier. The northern part of Eastern Cilicia, with 
the town of Sision (now called Sis), was conquered in 703 ; in 
706 the last struggle of the Romans to retain this country is 
recorded by Al Tabari. The wars of the following years imply 
that Cilicia was the permanent basis for the Arab operations) 
in Lycaonia, Pisidia, Phrygia, and Bithynia. At the same time 
Cresarea, with Eastern Cappadocia, was again taken by the 
Arabs in 726, hut recovered by Constantine in 746. After this 
the Arab frontier cities on the north were generally Melitene 



* Muralt, E$tai de Chnmogr. Byzant. p. 740. 

t Sim. viii. 13. There mav have been an older Church of St. 
Paul, of course, in Tarsus, 'but this was built, not rebuilt, by 
Maurice. 

J Dates from Arab authorities from 641-760 are Riven accord- 
ing to Mr. E. W. Brooks' papers in Journal of Hellenic Studies, 
Itm, p. 182 f., 1809, p. 19 f. ; dates from Byzantine authorities 
according to Muralt, Enai de Chronogr. liyiant. 

J This appears in incidental expressions, such as Theoph. 
p. 390, List (de Boor). 
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and Qermaniceio, and a debateable land lay between them and 
Csssareia, though the Christians attacked or even destroyed one 
or other of the two Arab fortresses in 760-754 and 778, while the 
Arabs frequently advanced north and north-west into Cappo- 
docia, Paphlagonia, etc. In 806 and 830 the Arabs carried for- 
ward the Cihcian frontier to Tvana, building a mosque and 
settling colonists there ; but both attempts failed immediately, 
and Tarsus remained the capital of Orientalism against the \\ ext. 

In 807 the emperor Nicephorus invaded Cilicia, and defeated 
the Arabs near Tarsus ; but the Caliphs Harun and al-Mamun 
strengthened the Arab power on this frontier. The latter died 
at (or near) Tarsus in 833. About the middle of the 9th cent. 
Byzantine power grew stronger, and Cilicia and Tarsus were 
the scene of many conflicts, while the Caliphs' vigour waned. 
In 883 Tarsus is mentioned as a strong fortress, the capital of 
an independent Mohammedan State. In 801 an Arab fleet is 
said to have sailed from Tarsus towards the Byzantine coasts ; 
and in 900 the fleet at Tarsus was burned by the Caliph on 
account of the disloyalty of the city. In 898 the Greek forces 
landed near Tarsus and gained a victory over the Arabs. About 
this time Tarsus is mentioned frequently as the centre of 
Mohammedan opposition to the reviving Christian power. In 
904 a Tarsian fleet burned Thesealonica. At length, in 966, 
after all the rest of Cilicia had been recaptured by the Chris- 
tians, Tarsus surrendered on favourable terms, the Moslem 
population were given safe retirement to Antioch, and only 
Christians were left in the city. The great gates of Tarsus were 
carried in triumph to Constantinople. 

vi. Modbrk Tarsus. — The new Christian city of Tarsus had a 
checkered history. Byzantine Greeks, Latins, Armenians, 
Turcomans, Turks, Egyptians struggled for it, and alternately 
held it and lost it. For a century Greek rule in Cilicia was 
practically unchallenged by the decaying Saracen empire ; but 
even during this time Tarsus must have undoubtedly retained 
many traces of the three centuries of Arab rule, and become 
far more Oriental than it had been under the Roman and early 
Byzantine rule. About 1067 the Seljuk Turks began to ravage 
Asia Minor, and their terrible armies were seen and felt in 
Cilicia ; and in 1071 the victory of Mauzikert laid the country 

E rostrate and helpless at their feet. Their rule over Phrygia, 
ycaonia, Cappadocia, Armenia, Pontus, was recognised by the 
feeble emperors ; but Cilicia still remained, on the whole, in 
Christian hands, so that the wall of Mt. Taurus once more 
formed a line of demarcation between the two religions (though 
now Islam was on the north and Christianity on the south). A 
new power now appeared in Cilicia : in 1080 Reuben, the first 
Armenian prince of Cilicia (called often during the next three 
centuries Lesser Armenia), seized some forts in the eastern 
Taurus mountains on the north frontier of Cilicia. The history 
of Lesser Armenia was stormy, and its bounds varied from year 
to year, sometimes confined to the Taurus forts, sometimes 
Including Tarsus and Cilicia as a whole. In 1097 Baldwin with 
his Crusading army captured Tarsus, and introduced another 
factor into the confused history of Cilicia. 

The vicissitudes of Tarsian history in this period are so rapid 
and so numerous that they cannot be traced in detail. Tarsus, 
the capital, passed from hand to hand. The Turks, who cap- 
tured it in 1078, did not hold it ; the Crusaders were a more 
permanent power. The emperor John Comnenus took Tarsus 
In 1137, the Armenian Reuben u. in 1182. The Memluk 8ultans 
of Egypt became a factor in Cilician history in 1260. The 
terrible Egyptian invasion of 1322 devastated the country. 
The Armenians suffered from quarrels in the governing family, 
from religious feuds, and from national inability to unite in a 
vigorous defensive policy. In 1375 the Armenian kingdom of 
Cilicia (Lesser Armenia) finally gave place to the Egyptian 
power, and Tarsus may from this time be said to have relapsed 
into its original condition of a purely Oriental city. But it was 
still not subject to Turkey. It was the prey sometimes of 
Egypt, sometimes of Turcoman chiefs called Ramozonoglu, 
whose tribes seem to have entered the Taurus fastnesses al>oiit 
1200, and to have gradually established their hold on the plain, 
and to have brought the country once more almost into nomadic 
barbarism. In 1466 the Osmanli or Ottoman Turks entered 
Cilicia, when the army of Mohammed H captured Tarsus ; but 
the city was often recaptured, until Selim destroyed the Memluk 
power in 1516. Again in 1832 the Egyptian forces of Mehemet 
Ali entered Cilicia, and held Tarsus till 1840, when once more 
it passed under Ottoman power. 

Tarsus remains a wretched town of the Turkish 
style, little more than a large collection of hovels, 
with a trying climate, an oppressive atmosphere, 
retaining not a trace of its former splendour, and 
few scraps even of ancient marbles. There are 
few places where the contrast between ancient and 
modern life is more conspicuous. The unsightly 
and shapeless mass of concrete, wrongly called the 
Tomb of Sardanapalus, is the only ancient monu- 
ment that is displayed to the tourist. It is the 
substructure of the platform on which stood a 
temple of the Roman period, and was originally 
hidden under the marble walls and Hours and 
steps, afterwards utilized to make mediaeval build- 
ings, which in their turn have been utterly 
destroyed. 

VOL. iv. — 44 
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TARTAR (p*ne ; ©ap&U ; Tharthar.).— An idol of 
the Awitos, introduced by them into Samaria, 
whither they had been transported by the Assyrian 
king Sargon (2 K 17 SI ). Tartak is mentioned with 
another deity called Nibhaz, and, according to the 
Bab. Talmud (Sanhedrin, 636), was worshipped 
under the form of an ass.* Various speculations 
have been made as to the identity of this deity, 
the religious systems of the Egyptians, Persians, 
and Carmanians having been laid under contribu- 
tion to supply points of comparison ; but the 
Typhon of the first, and the sacrificing of an ass 
by the last to their god (identified with Mars), do 
not seem to afford satisfactory explanations. In 
Assy ro- Babylonian mythology no god in the form 
of an ass is at present provable, and the comparison 
of the name Tartak with the Babylonian god Itnk 
(on account of the second syllable) can no longer 
be made, the correct reading of the latter being 
Isum. In all probability no trustworthy identi- 
fication of the deity, nor satisfactory explanation 
of his name, will be made until the position of the 
place (Avva or IvvAHt) whence his worshippers 
came, has been determined. T. G. Pinches. 

TARTAN (me ; BA Ta»af?d>, B b NoMr, d.»..ou 
Q* eap6a[r) in Is 20' ; B e<u-0dr, A Oapftb* in 2 K 
18' 7 ; Tharthan). — The title of an Assyrian military 
officer, sent by Sargon to Ashdod (Is 20 1 ), and later 
(probably another person) despatched by Senna- 
cherib, accompanied by Kab- saris and Rab- 
SHAKEH, ' with a great host,' against Jerusalem. 
Like the other titles in the latter passage, it was 
long thought to be a personal name ; and it is 
apparently this (notwithstanding the presence of 
the article in the Greek) which has given rise to 
the variant Nathan (an abbreviation of Tan at ban) 
in B h . In the Assyrian inscriptions and lists of 
officials, however, it appears as the title of the 
highest officer of State next to the king, and 
probably corresponds to the modern military title 
' commander-in-chief.' In the list of officials given 
in WAI ii. pi. 31, 11. 26, 27, two grades appear, 
turtanu tmnt, ' the turlan of the right,' and tar- 
tanu Sumeli, 'the tartan of the left,' the former 
probably corresponding with the turtanu rabu, 
' great Tartan,' or ' field-marshal ' of Shalmaneser 
II., and the latter with the tartanu SanA, 'second 
Tartan,' mentioned by Johns. That the two forms, 
turtanu and tartanu, were interchangeable, is 
shown by the contract-tablet in which the form 
turtanu Sumeli occurs, and the variant spellings 
turtunnu and tartannu in the inscriptions of Sar- 
gon. t As one entitled to hold the office of Eponym, 
the Tartan came next in order to the king (see the 
titles for the Eponyms for B.C. 809, 780, 770, 752, 
and 742). Who tbe Tartans were who are referred 
to in Is 20' and 2 K 18" is not known. In B.C. 
720, Asur-iska(?)-udannin was Eponym, and pos- 
sibly held the office, and in that case may have 
been the one sent to Ashdod. For the reign of 
Sennacherib we have Abda'u, who held the office 
during the eponymy of Ilu-ittea, B.C. 694 ; and Bel- 

• The companion-deity, Nibhaz (changed to Nibhan by reading 
] tor t), is s uteri to have been in the form of a dog— an explana- 
tion which is due to the supposition that the word was con- 
nected with nabob, ' to bark.' It is therefore not improbable 
that the statement that Tartak was a deity in the form of an ass 
may be due to a similar (popular) etymology. 

t Sachau {ZA 12, 48) identifies it with the modern Jmm, be- 
tween Antioch and Aleppo. 

! : The forms with double n imply that the second vowel was 

> long (tartanu), as in Hebrew. 
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emuranni, who Mas Tartan and Eponym for B.C. 
686. Either of these may have been the one sent 
against Jerusalem. 

Liter ATi'kR. — Schroder in Riehm's HWB*; Fried. Delitzsch, 
Awyr. UWB; Johns, Amyrian Dtrdt, vol. ii. pp. 68, 69; 
Driver in Authority and Ardtveology yed. Hogarth), 140. 

T. G. Pinches. 
TITTENAI ('ff*).— The name of the governor 
(pehnh) of Ccele-Syria and Phoenicia under Darius 
Hystaspis, Ezr 5 J (B Qavaval, A QaBBwal, Luc. 
everywhere Tardavdiot) 6 (B QavOarat, A QaOOavalt) 
6" (LXX om.) 13 (B TarOtwal, A ea00a»al). He is 
called in 1 Es 6*- 7 - 27 <*» 7 1 SisiSNES (Zirlnnp), which 
is simply a reproduction in Greek (cf. Zurlrqs in 
Arr. i. 25. 3, vii. 6. 4) of a Persian name Thi- 
thinaia (orig. Thathanaia ?), with aspirated t. See 
Ed. Meyer, Entstehung den J udenthums, 32. 

TAVERN 8, THE THREE, is the rendering in 
Ac 28 18 of T/xtj Ta/M/wcu, the Greek form which 
represents the Latin Tres Tabernce, as the name 
of one of the two stations on the Appian high- 
way whither Christian brethren from Rome, who 
had heard of St. Paul's arrival at Puteoli on 
his way to the capital, went forth to meet him. 
The first group of the brethren met him at a point 
earlier on his journey — the Market of Appius — (see 
Appius, Market of) 43 (Roman) miles from Rome ; 
the second awaited him at the stage called Tres 
Taberna, which was 10 miles nearer to the capital, 
being, according to the Itinerary of Antoninus, 33 
miles distant from it. The Latin taberna, which 
is by no means to be identified with or restricted 
to our modern sense of tavern, but was applied to 
structures of boards, booths, huts, and shops of 
various kinds, probably denotes here an inn for 
travellers. Three such inns might fitly give 
name to a halting-place, which doubtless was the 
seat of local traffic, and from which a road branched 
off to Antium on the seacoast. Cicero mentions it 
in writing to Atticus (Ep. ii. 10, 12, 13). Its precise 
site has hardly been identified, but is generally 
referred to the vicinity of the modern Cisterna. 

William P. Dickson, 

TAW (n).— The twenty-second letter of the Heb. 
alphabet, and as sucli employed in the U9th Psalm 
to designate the 22nd part, each verse of which 
begins with this letter. It is transliterated in 
this Dictionary by t or Ih. 

For the use of taw (ip) in Ezk 9* and Job 31 38 see 
Forehead, and Mark No. 6 (vol. iii. p. 244"). 

TAXES, TAXING.— See Publican and Quir- 

1NIUS. 

TEACHER, TEACHING In the OT various 

Heb. words are u«ed for teachers and their work 
(chiefly verbal forms, pan, rrrn, tbS) ; and several 
other words are employed more indefinitely for 
teaching generally. («]Vk, rmn, jmn, no', m\ Vunt). 
This is one indication that in early times there was 
no recognized office of teacher with a technical title. 
Nevertheless the duty of teaching, especially in 
the education of the young, is much insisted* on. 
In Deut. this is repeatedly urged as an obligation 
resting on parents (e.g. 4 10 6 7 ll 1 "). The head of 
the family is to be diligent in teaching his children 
the great precepts of the Law, and in talking of 
them habitually in the house and in the street. 
The prophets were recognized to be divinely- 
inspired teachers, commissioned to instruct the 
people in the knowledge of Jehovah and His will. 
The word turdk (•tiSb), which was applied to Deut. 
in the days of Josiah (e.g. 2 K 22*). and from the 
time of Ezra to the Pent. (e.g. Neh 8 2 ), means 
'teaching' (lit. 'direction'), and was used in 
earlier times for the instruction given by the 
prophets. It is used in this sense by Rosea (4 8 8 1 



8 la ), by Amos (2*), by Micah (4 s ), by Isaiah (1 N 2» 
etc.), by Zephaniah (3 4 ). It is to be observed that 
in all these instances of the occurrence of the word 
in the prophets we never read of ' the tOrah of 
Moses ' as in Ezra and later, but of ' Jehovah's 
tOrdh,' or ' the tCrah ' indefinitely. The clear dis- 
tinction, now resulting from OT criticism on the 
date of the Pent., accentuates the importance of 
teaching uuder the prophets by demonstrating 
that what formerly appeared to be a reference to 
the Mosaic law is, in fact, an allusion to the pro- 
phets' teaching. In early times the priests also 
undertook the religious instruction of the people. 
Thus Micah, rebuking the mercenary leaders in 
Jerusalem, declares, ' the priests thereof teach ('-ii*) 
for hire' (Mic 3"). After the return from the 
Captivity an immense impulse was given to reli- 
gious teaching. Religion had now passed into a 
literary phase. The public reading of the Law by 
Ezra was an indication that the new Judaism was 
to restore popular knowledge (Neh 8 1 " 8 ). It is a 
significant fact that the high priest took no part 
in this effort to popularize what had hitherto been 
cherished as a mystery in the sacerdotal clan. The 
scribe who not only copies the Law, but teaches it, 
now becomes the leader of the Jewish religion 
among the people, gradually taking the place of 
the prophet, but with an inferior role, since he 
cannot pretend to come with an original message 
from Jehovah, and must content himself with 
interpreting, commenting on, and ' fencing ' a 
fixed written turdh. Thus he in turn cornea into 
antagonism with the priest who performs official 
functions, administers the Law, and enjoys an 
aristocratic rank ; because the scribe's work in 
popularizing the Law lessens the power of the 

Criesthood by opening the eyes of the people and 
y making religion more an affair of ideas than of 
ritual, or if of ritual still of observances within the 
reach of the laity. Accordingly, the growth of the 
synagogue goes on side by side with the develop- 
ment of teaching by the scribes. See Rabbi. 

In NT times teaching was most highly valued 
among the Jews, and the teacher held in great 
respect.* Josephus, writing the history of his 
people from the standpoint of his own day, relates 
now Moses commanded that ' boys should learn 
the primary laws (rpdirovt rod* fjnom) as the best 
knowledge and the cause of prosperity ' (Ant. iv. 
viii. 12) ; and affirms for his own time, ' We take 
most pains of all with the instruction of children ' 
(c. Apion. i. 12). Similarly Philo writes: 'Since 
the Jews esteem their laws as divine revelations, 
and are instructed in the knowledge of them from 
their earliest youth, they bear the image of the 
law in their souls' (Legat. ad Gai. 31); and, 
' They are taught, so to speak, from their swad- 
dling-clothes, by their parents, teachers, and those 
who bring them up, even l>efore instruction in the 
sacred laws and unwritten customs, to recognize one 
God as the Father and Creator of the world' (*&.). 
The Talmud abounds in traditional sayings on the 
importance of teaching. This is much insisted on 
in the Pirkd Aboth, where we read how Joshua 
lien Perachia said, ' Get thyself a teacher' (i. 6> ; 
Rablwui Gamaliel, ' Appoint for thyself a teacher, 
so wilt thou avoid what is doubtful ' (i. 16) ; Hillel, 
' An ignorant man cannot be truly pious ' (ii. 5). 
Certainly elementary schools existed in the time 
of the Mishna, and the way in which they are 
referred to implies that they were then established 
institutions. It is most prolwible that they were 
in existence in the time of Christ. The name of 
these schools was bcth-scphcr (ij*n n'3) — 'the 
house of the book '— i.e. of the turdh. Thus we 
read (Jerus. Megill. iii. 1), ' R. Pinchas said in the 

• In 2 Mac 1"> we read ol a Jew named Arutobulu* who had 
been Ptolemy's ' teacher ' (liitmmk*). 
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name of R. Hoshaiah that there were 480 syna- 
gogues in Jerusalem, and each had a beth-sej>her 
and a be.tk - Talmud, the former for the mikra 
(text of Scripture), the latter for the mishna (oral 
tradition).' A frequently quoted sentence about 
the order of a child s education — of late date, being 
found in an appendix to the Aboth of the post- 
Talmudic period — states that * at 5 years old 
(he comes) to the reading of Scripture, at 10 to 
the Mishna, at 13 to the practice of the com- 
mandments, at 15 to the Talmud, at 18 to mar- 
riage,' etc. (Pirke Aboth, v. 21). For further 
particulars on this point see Schurer (HJP II. ii. 
i 27, and artt. Education and Synagogue). 

In the NT, teaching is mentioned chiefly with 
reference to the exposition of specifically Christian 
ideas. Nicodemus acknowledges Jesus to be 'a 
teacher (&drf<rKaAos) come from God,' and addresses 
Him with the recognized Jewish name of a teacher, 
' Kabbi' (pappel, Jn 3 2 ). In all four Gospels the 
usual name for our Lord is ' Teacher ' {8i8&<rKa\ot, 
tr. ' Master ' in A V and RV, but * Teacher ' in 
RVm and in Twentieth Cent. NT). This word is 
not only used by the disciples ; it is also employed 
by others in addressing our I/ord, e.g. the Pharisees 
and Herodians (Mk 12 M ). No doubt it is the 
evangelist's rendering of the Aramaic title, * Rabbi,' 
which occasionally appears in its original form in 
Jn (1*- * 3* « 6» and once Rabboni, jnppowtl, 20 18 ). 
It is important to observe that a clear distinction 
between ' teaching ' (diddaxu) and * preaching ' 
{KTjpOciTu) is maintained throughout the NT. This 
is manifest in our Lord's public ministry. He 
commenced with preaching, as John had done 
before Him (Mk 1*). This preaching was the call 
to repentance in connexion with the announce- 
ment that the kingdom of God was at hand, and 
was called ' preaching the gospel of God ' (Mk l 14 ). 
Then, having gathered some disciples about Him, 
our Lord proceeded to instruct them in the mys- 
teries of the kingdom, its nature, laws, and prin- 
ciples. This instruction is called ' teaching,' and it 
was with such teaching rather than with preaching 
that the later part of His ministry was occupied. 

A similar distinction was observed in the apos- 
tolic ministry and in the life and organization of 
the early Churches. Among the various functions 
in the Church mentioned by St. Paul in Romans 
occurs that of ' teaching ' ( Ro 12 7 ). It there takes the 
third place in a series, being preceded by prophecy 
and ministry, and followed by exhorting, giving, 
ruling, and showing mercy. The last of these 
functions being of a general character, and such as 
any one might lie called on to exercise, suggests 
that the list as a whole may not point to detinite 
offices. But, in a nearly contemporary and prob- 
ably earlier epistle, teaching is assigned to specific 
persons. In 1 Co 12* this also conies third in a 
list ; but the list as a whole is different from that 
in Romans, containing titles of persons, not merely 
functions; so that we have ' teachers,' not merely 
'teaching.' They are preceded by ' first apostles, 
secondly prophets 1 ; then we come to ' thirdly 
teachers.' The form changes after this to gifts 
and functions — * miracles,' * gifts of healing,' etc. 
That the teaching is ascribed in an especial way to 
some people, to the exclusion of others, is shown 
by St. Paul's questions, 'Are all apostles? Are 
all prophets? Are all teachers?' (v.* 9 ). Never- 
theless, the following questions, ' Are all workers 
of miracles? have all gifts of healing?' etc., show 
that the personal differences rest on differences of 
gift. At Corinth they who have gifts of teaching 
are teachers, as they who have gifts of healing are 
healers. Another arrangement appears in Ephe- 
sians: 'and he gave some to be apostles ; and some, 
prophets ; and some, evangelists ; and some, pastors 
and teachers ' ( Eph 4"). Here we have four offices, 



and that of teacher set last, an office not men- 
tioned in the earlier lists — the evangelist's — coming 
between it and the offices of apostles and prophets. 
Further, it is also known by the name of ' pastor ' ; 
for the arrangement of the clauses ('and some' 
introducing each class) shows that the ' teachers 1 
and the ' pastors ' are the same persons. The dis- 
tinction of the teacher from the evangelist is sig- 
nificant, suggesting the differentiation of function 
in which the evangelist preaches, declaring the 
gospel, and the teacher instructs the converts. 
The companion title 'pastor' points to a settled 
ministry within the Church as distinct from the 
travelling missionary activity of apostles and 
evangelists ; but it is to be 'observed that the 
apostles gathered up in themselves the several 
functions that were afterwards distributed among 
various members of the Churches. Thus St. Paul 
describes himself as appointed ' a preacher and an 
apostle ... a teacher,' etc. (1 Ti 2 7 — assuming 
these to be St. Paul's words). When we turn to 
Acts we meet with yet another arrangement. 
Here teachers seem to "be identified with prophets 
(Ac 13') ; but St. Luke may mean that the pro- 
minent men whose names he gives consisted of 
prophets and teachers, as two classes. In course 
of time the teacher melts into the bishop, his 
function is absorbed in the episcopate ; as a sepa- 
rate officer he is discredited by comparison with the 
higher official, and ere long he disappears entirely. 
These stages may be noted thus : (1) At the first 
appearance of the teacher there is no reference to 
the bishop : thus there is no indication of bishops 
in 1 Cor. or Romans. (2) At the time of the Epp. 
of the Captivity the teachers seem to have practical 
oversight, like that of the early bishops, even if the 
name is not given to them, since they are called 
'pastors' (Eph 4"). It seems reasonable to sup- 
pose that these were equivalent to the ' bishops ' 
of Ph l 1 , especially since the word ' bishop ' in the 
latter case may be functional rather than official, 
as Dr. Hort suggested. (3) In the Pastoral 
Epistles teaching is joined to the episcopal office. 
The bishop must be ' apt to teach ' (1 Ti 3 s ; com- 
pare Tit 1"). Especial honour is to be given to the 
elders who ' labour in the word and in teaching ' 
(1 Ti 5") : this suggests that teaching was not 
carried on by all the elders. St. Paul will not 
allow women to teach publicly in the Church (1 Ti 
2 W ), and yet he had written of aged women being 
' teachers of that which is good ' (Tit 2 s ), when he 
must have meant home teaching, or perhaps teach- 
ing by example, unless we are to suppose that he 
changed his views on the subject between Titus and 
2 Tim., which is improbable. Already the teacher's 
office is falling into unworthy hands ; and the 
apostle writes of the time when people will not 
endure 'healthful teaching' (RVm irytaivotoyt 
8iSa<TKa\[as, not 'sound doctrine' AV and RV), 
but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves 
teachers after their own lusts (2 Ti 4 s ). (4) In the 
sub- Apostolic age we still meet with the teacher as 
distinct from the bishop, though teaching now is 
more and more appropriated by the latter officer, 
and the teacher is sinking in importance. In the 
Didache" there are ' teachers ' as well as ' apostles 1 
and 'prophets.' All three of these functionaries 
appear as itinerant ministers visiting the Churches. 
The teacher is to be tested by what he teaches, 
and received or rejected according as his instruc- 
tion agrees with what is laid down in this 
treatise or differs from it (see Didachi xi.). These 
travelling teachers are quite distinct from the 
' bishops and deacons ' whom the writer bids his 
readers 'appoint for yourselves' (xv.). Still later 
we meet with ' teachers ' in the Shepherd of 
Hermas, and here they appear among the officers 
of the Church, coming between the bishop and the 
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deacon. The stones in the mystical building ' are 
the apostles and bishops and teachers and deacons ' 
( Vis. lit 5). Hernias writes disparagingly of * self- 
appointed teachers,' who 'praise themselves as 
having understanding,' * senseless though they are' 
(Si?n. ix. 22). We have no definite account of the 
manner in which the teachers performed their 
work, or of the substance of their instructions. 
We are tempted to think of the catechetical 
teaching of later times ; but there is no clear indi- 
cation of a catechumenate in NT. Still something 
of the kind must have arisen early from the neces- 
sity of the case. The DUlacht seems to have been 
a text-book for some such teaching. It has been 
suggested that the Logia recently discovered in 
Egypt might be a list of sayings of Jesus drawn 
up for use in teaching. Possibly St. Matthew's 
Logia was compiled with that end in view ; and 
the same may be suggested of the canonical 
Gospels (cf. A. Wright, NT Problems, p. 91 If.). 
With reference to teachers and teaching in the 
NT see Allen, Christian Institutions, pp. 28, 29, 
40, 42; McGiffert, Apostolic Age, 528 if., 640 ft'., 
654 ft". ; Weizsacker, l)as Apostolische Zeitalter, 
pp. 621, 622. W. F. ADENEY. 

TEBAH (ns v ; A Td^e/c, Luc. Td/3ex).— A 'son' of 
Nahor by his concubine Reumah, Gn 22 s * [J]. The 
name stands for an Aramaean town, prob. the 
same as is named in 2 S 8 8 [where read, after LXX, 
Pesh., and 1 Ch 18 9 , n=o for nea. See Tibhath]. 

TEBALIAH (ffl^jp'J* hath dipped, i.e. purified' ; 
B Ta/3Xaf, A Ta/9e\/at, Luc. Tap«)X).— A Merarite 
gatekeeper, 1 Ch 26". 

TEBETH (n 5 D, T^i}0).— The 10th (Bab.-) Jewish 
month. See Time. 

TEHAPHNEHEB, Ezk 30". — See Tahpanhes. 

TEHINNAH (njrq. ; B Oai^iw, A Oavd, Luc. 
Gee^d).— The 4 father' of Ir-nabash, 1 Ch 4 18 . 

TEIL TREE.— A mistranslation (AV Is 6") of 
n?* (RV ' terebinth '). For the various tr» of 'eldh 
see Oak and Terebinth. 

TBKEL.— See Mene, Meke, Tekel, Upharsin. 

TEKOA (ySpp ; LXX 6fK.Se, Qticove, 9e<cii/i, GeKcii). 
— A town in the tribe of Judah, about 10 miles S. 
of Jerusalem and 5 S. of Bethlehem, situated on 
a detached hill about 2700 .ft. high which is girt 
with other lower hills. From the summit there is 
a broad prost>ect. In the W. and S. the view is 
closed by hills, cultivated or clothed with low 
vegetation. On the N. is the ravine of Urtas and 
its continuation KhureitQn, cutting deeply through 
the hills down to the Dead Sea. The Frank moun- 
tain and liethlehein are visible : Jerusalem is 
hidden behind intervening hills, but the Mount of 
Olives can be seen and, still farther to the N., 
Nebi Samwil. To the S.E. is another deep and 
wild valley, Wady Jehar, running towards the 
Dead Sea, glimpses of which can be obtained 
through the distant cliffs. Eastwards the hill 
slopes down to the Wilderness of Judah. Canon 
Tristram describes the approach from the Wady 
Bereikeh : 4 In front of us is a long hill, with a 
copious spring at its foot. . . . The district in its 
natural features seems to have been alwuys what 
it is now — bare, treeless, open jiasturage. We 
here lose all traces of the ancient terraces which 
gird the undulations of every hill farther west 
with their swathing bands. Here and there are 
still patches of cultivation in the hollows of the 
valleys, but the soil ii dry and stony, and w.e 



begin here to lose the rich vegetable mould which, 
however scanty, still covers more or less the 
whole of the central hills, and have, in its stead, 
only a thirsty, chalky marl. That vegetable soil 
is doubtless due, in the first instance, to the prim- 
aeval forest, which certainly once covered the whole 
of the Jud;mn, as of the Gilead, range, but has 
left no trace of its existence on the Western slopes 
towards the Dead Sea.' 

The town is not mentioned very frequently in 
Scripture. The Heb. of Jos 15 48 does not include it 
in the list of places belonging to Judah : the LXX 
gives it and ten other towns, one of them being 
Bethlehem. 1 Ch 2 M 4* ascribe to Tekoa an anti- 
quity coeval with the Conquest. According to 
these passages, Ashhur, Caleb's half-brother, was 
the father, i.e. the founder, of Tekoa. In 2 S 14 
the wise woman of Tekoa is spoken of in such a 
manner as to convey the impression that her 
shrewdness had brought her dwelling - place into 
notoriety. David spent much time in this part of 
the country during his Wanderjahre : afterwards it 
was a recruiting ground for the ranks of his mighty 
men (2 S 23 a », 1 Ch 11 M ). From 2 Ch ll 6 we learn 
that it was one of the towns fortified by Rehoboam. 
Its commanding position and its situation on the 
utmost frontier or the cultivated land would ensure 
its being made a military post. Jer 6' shows that 
its defences continued to be kept up. The p~ophet 
bids the children of Benjamin raise up a signal on 
Beth-haccherem (Jebel Jureidis, the Frank moun- 
tain), and blow the trumpet in Tekoa. This is not 
said merely for the sake of the play on words, 
tiled, TtkocC [note also tak$4 in v.*], but also 
because this was a garrison town. The Wilder- 
ness of Tekoa is named at 2 Ch 20*° as the battle- 
field where Jehoshaphat defeated the Ammonites 
and their allies. In the Bk. of Nehemiah (3 6 - **) 
the public - spiritedness of the commonalty is 
sharply contrasted with the contemptuous refusal 
of their chiefs to bend the neck to the Tirshatha's 
yoke. 1 Mac 9 s8 relates that Simon and Jonathan 
tied to the Wilderness of Tekoa from before Bac- 
chides. The crowning glory of Tekoa was its 
connexion with the prophet Amos (Am l 1 ). 

JosephuH, who mentions Tekoa as one of the 
'strong and large cities' built by Rehoboam (Ant. 
viii. x. 1 ), speaks of it as a village in the Macea- 
bwan period (BJ IV. ix. 5) and in his own day 
( Vita, 75). Jerome (Comm. in Jerem. vi. 1) calls 
it a village, 12 (Roman) miles from Jerusalem, 
visible to him from Bethlehem every day. In the 
Pref. to Amos he adds : ' There is no village be- 
yond Tekoa, not even [a probable conjectural 
emendation is ' except '] rustic huts, of the appear- 
ance of ovens, which the Africans call mapalia : 
such is the desolateness of the desert which extends 
as far as the Red Sea and the boundaries of the 
Persians, Ethiopians, and Jews. And because no 
kind of crop whatever grows on the dry and sandy 
soil, the whole neighbourhood is occupied by 
shepherds, to compensate for the barrenness of the 
soil by the multitude of sheep.' The same Father 
asserts that the tomb of Amos was shown at this 
place. The Talmud speaks of the oil of Tekoa as 
the best in the country ; and one of the Arab geo- 
graphers says that its honey was so excellent as to 
have become proverbial. In the early part of the 
6th cent. Saba founded a new monastery here, 
which, in contradistinction to Laura (Mar Saba), 
was called Laura Nova, ' New Monastery.' Soon 
after his death it became the scene of fierce con- 
flicts between the Monophysites and the orthodox. 
In Crusading times it was inhabited by a large 
population of Christians, who afforded considerable 
help to the Franks during the first siege of Jeru- 
salem. The village was sacked by a party of 
Turks from beyond the Jordan in A.D. 1138, but 
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the majority of the inhabitants hod taken refuge 
in the great cave of Khureitun. There is a some- 
what puzzling reference in Bahaoddinus, Vita 
Salad., ed. Sch td tens, p. 237. He writes of 

•the river of Tekoa (^ytt^), one parasang 

[= about 3 Eng. miles] from Jerusalem, which fur- 
nished a sufficient supply of water to Richard of 
England and his army ' of Crusaders. It is obvious 
that the distance here given does not agree with 
the facts. The suggestion has been made that the 
water in question was that of the lake mentioned 
1 Mac 9 s3 t6 DSup \&kkou 'A<r<pdp (fct, Ven.), or 'Ac<p6.\ 
(A), which Josephus (Ant. XIII. i. 2) calls rh 
C5vp t6 KaXov/xevov \cLkkov 'Aa<pdp, and which Miihlan 
identifies with ez-Zdfer&ne S. of Tekoa, Robinson 
(BRP* ii. 202) with Bir Selhub S.W. of En-gedi. 

The Palestine pilgrims of the Middle Ages do not 
enlighten us greatly as to the condition or history 
of Tekoa. In the account of St. Willibald's pil- 
grimage (8th cent.) it is said that he came hither, 
and ' there is now a church, and there rests one of 
the prophets.' The anonymous itinerary of this 
journey asserts that Nathanacl was one of the 
infants at Bethlehem when Herod slew the chil- 
dren-, that his mother hid him under a fig tree 
(Jn 1*), and that he escaped to Tekoa. In the 
12th cent. John of Wiirzburg and Fet«llus state 
that the tomb of Amos was shown there, the latter 
adding, 1 From its conlines Habakkuk was borne by 
the angel to Babylon. In Thecua many of the 
prophets used to meet together to discuss divine 
things.' Isaac Chelo (A.D. 1134) speaks of the 
tomb of Amos as being in a cave at this place. 
From William of Tyre we learn that in A.D. 1144 
queen Melesinda gave the spot to the canons of the 
Holy Sepulchre in exchange for property at Bethany. 

The ancient name Tekua still clings to the site 
(Robinson, Pal. ii. 406 ft'.; Guerin, Judie, iii. 
141 ft'.). In the neighbourhood large flocks of 6heep 
and goats, together with a few oxen, are pastured 
by Arabs, genuine representatives of the nomads 
who dwelt there in ancient days. On the level 
ground immediately near the hill corn is grown. 
The shepherds use for sheep-cotes the numerous 
caves with which the mountains are honeycombed. 
On the broad summit of the hill of Tekoa there are 
ruins which cover a space of four or five acres. 
They ' consist chiefly of the foundations of houses 
constructed of large hewn stones, some of them 
bevelled. At the N.E are the remains of a square 
tower, occupying a very commanding position ; and 
near the middle of the site are the ruins of a 
Greek church, with several broken columns and 
an octagonal baptismal font of rose-coloured lime- 
stone, 5 ft. diam. on the outside, 4 on the inside, 
and 3 ft. 9 in. deep. There are also many cisterns 
excavated in the rock.' The view of the font in 
Wilson's Picturesque Palestine, iii. 184, is well 
worth seeing. 

Cyril of Alexandria asserts that the Tekoa of 
Amos was an Ephraimite, not a Judrean city. The 
author of the Lives of the Prophets says that it 
was in the tribe of Zebulun — probably a mistake 
for Simeon, since Simeon bordered closely on 
Judah. Abarbanel and Kimchi place it in the 
tribe of Asher. But there is not a particle of real 
evidence in favour of a second Tekoa. 

Tekoite. — A native or inhabitant of Tekoa. 
The adjective is used three times in the singular 
number (2 S 23* 1 Ch ll 5 * 27") of one of David's 
mighty men, Ira, the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite. 
In 2 S 14*- ■ the Heb. has the fem. form, but our 
versions render the expression, 'ishshdh hat-t6ko ith, 
by 'woman of Tekoa.' In Nch 3 s - * the plural is 
employed for one of the bands of volunteers who 
rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem under Nehemiah. 
It is a little doubtful whether these men actually 



occupied Tekoa at the time. Tekoa does not 
figure in the list of repeopled towns given in Ezr 2 ; 
they may have been simply 'a clan of fellow- 
townsmen who had held together during the Exile, 
and were known by this name after they had 
settled in Jerusalem.' In any case their public- 
spirited zeal (v.* 7 ) sheds lustre on the name. 

J. Taylor. 

TEKOAH.— This is the AV form in 2 S 14 3 <» 
for Tekoa, and is retained by RV in 1 Mac 9 s3 in 
the expression ' wilderness of Tekoah.' 

TEL-ABIB (2«3$ hg. perh. 'hill of corn,' but see 
Del. Heb. Lang. 16 ; perivpoi ; ad acervum no- 
varum frugum). — A place on the Chebar (Ezk 3 16 ), 
— one of the rivers or canals in Babylonia. The 
site is unknown. The LXX and Vulgate have 
translated the term as if it were not a proper name. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TELAH (rAj; B edXeet, A GdXe, Luc. 6i\a).— 
An Ephraimite, 1 Ch 7 36 . 

TE L AIM (d'ijWi ' the lambs ' ; iv ToX-ytlXotj ; quasi 
agnos). — The place at which Saul concentrated his 
forces, and numbered his fighting men before his 
campaign against the Amalekites (1 S 15 4 ). The 
LXX reads Gilgal for Telaim, and Josephus 
(Ant. VI. vii. 2) also makes Gilgal the place of 
assembly. Gilgal, however, though so frequently 
mentioned in connexion with the history of Saul, 
would be an inconvenient mustering- place for a 
force about to operate against the Amalekites 
in the desert S. of Palestine. Still it is possible 
that Saul may have started from the sanctuary to 
which he returned with his prisoner and booty. 
A more suitable locality for the place of assembly 
would, however, be in the Negeb, or South ; and 
here lay Telem (Jos 15"), with which Telaim is 
probably identical. So Wellhausen, Driver, and 
Budde,. who prefer to point ox)?. Wellhausen 
reads o^g also in 1 S 15 7 for n^flj. The same read- 
ing should also probably be found in 1 S 27 s (see 
Wellh. and Driver, adloc., and Hommel, ABT24&). 

C W Wilson 

TELABSAR 2 K 19", ffyf Is *37 13 'hill' of 

Asshur ' ; B QatoOiv, A QaXaaadp ; Thelassar, Tha- 
lassar). — A town, inhabited by 'the children of 
Eden ' (see Eden), which had "been conquered by 
Sennacherib's forefathers, and was in the possession 
of the Assyrians during that monarch's reign (2 K 
19 12 , Is 37 1J ). It is mentioned with Gozan, Haran, 
and Rezepti — places in Western Mesopotamia. In 
this direction lay Beth-Eden, or Bit'Adini (see 
art. Eden, vol. i. p. 642 b ), a district between the 
Euphrates and the Belik. It probably stretched 
along both banks of the Euphrates, between Balis 
and Birejik. In the inscriptions, Gozan, Haran, 
Rezeph, and Blt-'Adini are stated to have been de- 
stroyed by Sennacherib's forefathers — a fact which 
harmonizes well with what is said in 2 Kings and 
Isaiah (Schrader, KAT* 327). A place of this 
name [TU-AiSuri) is mentioned by Tiglath-pileser 
ill. (Ann. 176, ed. Rost, cf. Nirar. ii. a 23) ; but this 
seems to have .een in Babylonia. The name is, 
however, as Schrader remarks, one that might 
have been given to any place at which a temple 
had been built to Asshur; and the Til-ASiuri, 
which Esarhaddon speaks of having conquered 
(KIB ii. 219), near the land of the Mitanni, as Del. 
(Parad. 864) remarks, suits better. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TELEM (□$>» ; B TAiy*, A« TAXiw*).— A gate- 
keeper who had married a foreign wife, Ezr 10" ; 
called in 1 Es 9-° Tolb&nei ; perhaps the same as 
Talmon of Neh 12*. 

TELEM (D^iy « oppression ' ; B Mcurdu, A TiXeu ; 
Telem). — One of the uttermost cities of Judah 
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towards the border of Edom in the South, or Negeb 
(Jos Iff"). It is mentioned between Ziph and 
Bealoth, and may l>e the same place as Tel aim 
(1 S 15 4 ). In the LXX reading of 2 S 3", Abner is 
said to have sent messengers to Thelam {Qat\d/t), 
where David was ; and, if this reading be correct, 
Telem or Telaitn was probably intended. The 
Bite has not been recovered, but a trace of the 
name seems to linger in that of the Dhallam Arabs 
who occupy the country S. of Moladah (Tell Milk). 
According to Schwarz (HL 71), who places Telem 
N. of Moladah, the whole district is called Tovlnm. 
Telem is probably theTalmiaof the Talmud (Neu- 
bauer, Utog. du Talm. 121). A position to the 
S. of Tell Milh would meet the requirements of all 
the above passages. See, further, Tf.laim. 

0. W. Wilson. 
TEL-HARSHA (K^n Va 'hill of the wood'; B 
6oa/Mj<rd, 'Amj<rd, A GfXopijffd, Qt\ap<rd ; Thclharsa). 
—A Babylonian town, of unknown site, from 
which some of the Jews, who 'could not show 
their fathers' houses, and their seed, whether they 
were of Israel,' returned to Judn>a after the Cap- 
tivity (Ezr 2 s ", Neh 7 61 ). In 1 Es 5 s8 the name is 
written Theleraa*. C. W. Wilson. 

TELL.— See Tale. 

TELMELAH (rr?o Sn 'hill of salt'; B e tpf U\t$, 
QtXfUXeO, A e(\/x4x*K Ot\fU\tx', Thelmala).—A 
Babylonian town, of unknown site, which is men- 
tioned with Tel - harsha and Cherub (Ezr 2**, 
Neh 7" 1 ). In 1 Es o 3 * it is written Thermeleth. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TEMA (k?^ ' on the right,' ' south ' ; Qat/xdp, 
Qrj/ulv ; Thema). — A tribe of Ishmaelite Arabs, and 
a place or district in Arabia, which took their 
name from Tenia, one of the twelve sons of Ish- 
mael (On 25 18 , 1 Ch l 30 , Is 21"). The people were 
leaders of caravans, or camel-men, and their en- 
campments were apparently on a caravan-route 
which would be followed by fugitives from Dedan 
(Job 6 IB , Is 21 15 - u ). According to some authori- 
ties, the passage in Job refers to ' caravans crossing 
thedesertin the dry season ; pressingforward to look 
for water in the winter torrents, and finding none. 
Their disappointment is a lively image of the ex- 
perience of Job when he looked for sympathy 
from his brethren' (Smith, DB, Amer. ed., note to 
Tkma). In Jer 25* Tema is mentioned with 
Dedan and Buz, and it may be inferred from 
Is 21 a - u that it was E. of the former place. 
Ptolemy (v. xix. 6) mentions a town called 
Themma (Qi^y) in the Arabian desert; and, 
according to Schroder (KAT* 149), Tenia is the 
Tivvii of Tiglath-pileser II., mentioned in conjunc- 
tion with the Masai (the Massa of Gn 25 u ). 

Tema is now TeimA, a well-known place in N. 
Arabia, about 40 miles S. of Dnmat el ■ Jcndcl 
(Dumah), and on an old route from the Gulf of 
'Akabah to the Persian Gulf. The ancient city 
was enclosed by a stone wall about 3 miles in circuit, 
and there are still remains of this, and of some 
great rude stone buildings. TeimA is described as ' a 
tall island of palms enclosed by long clay orchard 
walls, fortified with high towers.' The houses are 
low buildings of mud or clay (Doughty, Trarels, i. 
285). The Aramaic inscriptions discovered by 
Euting at Teima prove it to have been the seat of 
an ancient civilization (see Sitzungsber. der Bcrl. 
A had. der Wissensrk., 1884, p. 813 ft".; and cf. 
iytudia Bibl. i.). The LXX reading, followed by 
Kusebius and Jerome (Onom.), apparently connects 
Tenia with Teman. 

Litkraturb. — Dillmonn on the passage* above cited in 
Gen**!*, Irniiah, onti Job; Sitznnqi'jfr. d. Berl. Alcad., 1S84, 
ji. bl3ff.; Euting, Sabot. Inschr. 9ff. ; Buhl's Getcniw, s.v. 

C. W. Wilson. 



TEMAH (n?n: AV Tamah is due to the occur- 
rence of the word in pausal form rr)r). — The 
eponyra of a family of Nethinim, Ezr ^(BA Gl/ta, 
Luc. e^ad) = Neh l u (B *H/«i0, A Bii/ta, Luc. 
Benad). 

TEMAN (JP'B 'on the right,' 'south'; Qatp&m ; 
Theman). — A district, and perhaps also a town, 
which received its name from, or gave it to, a 
grandson of Esau, who was one of the 'dukes' | 
of Edom (Gn 36 11 - 1 *-* 3 , 1 Ch 1*» »). Teman was 
one of the most important districts in Edom. , 
From it ('the lsnd of the Temanites,' Gn 36**- ») 
came one of the early kings of Edom ; and it is 
sometimes used poetically for Edom. The name is I 
apparently used in its wider sense for Edom in i 
Am l la (cf. Am 2 s - 5 , where the country and its 
chief town are connected) ; in Ob 9 (cf. ' the mighty 
men of Edom ' in Jer 49") ; in the poetical parallel I 
(Jer 49 s "), where the inhabitants of Teman are 
those of Edom ; in Hab 3 s , where Teman stands for 
Edom, as Seir does in Dt 33* ; and in Bar 3 a - a . In 
its narrower sense the name occurs in Gn 36**- 
Job 2" 4' 15 1 22 1 42», Ezk 25", and perhaps also in 
Jer 49 7 . The Temanites were pre-eminent for 
their wisdom (Jer., Ob., Bar., as quoted above); 
and it was fitting that Eliphaz, one of the wise I 
men of Teman, should be the chief of the three 
friends of Job. i 

The name of Teman has not been recovered, 
and its position is uncertain. A district in the 
N. of Edom seems to be implied in Ezk 25 13 ' from 
Teman even unto Dedan, and in Am l u it is 
mentioned with Bozrah (el-Bttseireh) ; but, on the 
other hand, it is connected with the Red Sea in 
Jer 49 20 -". Eusebius states {Onom.) that, in his 
day, Teman was a town 15 (Jerome 5) Roman miles 
from Petra, and a Roman post ; but he does not 
give the direction. No trace of this place has 
been found, but it was probably on the road from 
Elath to Bozrah. 

Litkrati'RK. — Dillmunn on On 36" and Joh 2" ; Driver on 
Am 1"; Wetxstein, ZUehr.f. aUgem. Knlkiuule, xviii. 531 

C. W. Wilson. 
TEMENI ('*?**, Baer [cf. Kittel, SHOT, 

'Chronicles,' p. 52]; BA Qaifiar, Luc. Btuuawti). — 
The ' son ' of Ashhur, 1 Ch 4 8 . 

TEMPERANCE.— The Eng. word « temperance ' 
occurs in Scripture only in the NT : but the idea 
of temperance, i.e. telf -control, pervades the OT 
as well as the Scriptures of the Christian period, 
and the duty of realizing it is strongly insisted ! 
on throughout the Bible. The legal regulations ; 
about clean and unclean foods required self- 
restraint in the matter of diet. The Wisdom 
literature dealing especially with practical conduct \ 
is explicit and urgent on the duty of self-control. 
This is prominent in the Bk. of Proverbs, as in the 
sayings concerning eating—' When thou sittest to 
eat with a ruler, consider diligently what (or who) 
is before thee ; and put a knife to thy throat, if 
thou be a man given to appetite' (Pr 23'- s ) ; urine- 
drinking—' Look not upon the wine when it is 
red,' etc. (v. n ) ; licentiousness — the laws against 
adultery, the frequent warnings in Prov. against 
' the strange woman ' ; anger — ' He that is slow to 
anger is better than the mighty ; and he that 
ruleth his spirit than he that taketh a city' (16*) ; 
revenge—' Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth ' 
(Pr 24") ; and elsewhere greed of wealth—' Thon 
shalt not covet' (Ex 20 17 ) ; ' Woe unto them that 
join house to house,' etc. (Is 5 8 ). A specific Relf- 
restraint was put upon the Nazirites (see Nazir- 
Ite), and a similar self-restraint was practised by 
the Rechabites (see Rechabites) ; and certain 
forms of abstinence were required by the Law in 
all the Jews, as at fasts (see Fasting), and pre- 
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vious to solemn religious services (Ex 19"). The 
religious life of the OT saint was not ascetic, but 
it was pimple and free from the excesses of pagan- 
ism. While the Israelite was encouraged to 
receive the gifts of God with thankfulness, and 
to use them without fear of any Nemesis on his 
prosperity, he was not to plunge into reckless self- 
indulgence. Solomon's luxurious living is not 
Israelite, but a result of the importation of foreign 
manners. Baal • worship was denounced for its 
licentiousness as well as for its idolatry, and the 
unfaithfulness to Jehovah it involved on the part 
of the Israelites. The prophets repeatedly de- 
nounce the luxurious living of the wealthy, and 
the growth of self-indulgence generally, as foreign 
to the rigour of righteousness, and certain to 
bring ruin on a nation (e.g. Am 4 1 6 1 " 4 , Is 3"* a * 
5" 1S ). 

When we come to the NT treatment of this 
subject, we have the description of John the Baptist 
in his rough dress and simple fare, feeding on the 
native products of the wilderness (Mk 1"), whom 
our Lord contrasts with those who 'wear soft 
raiment,' and ' are in kings' houses ' (Mt 1 1 8 ). But 
the supreme example of temperance is afforded by 
the lite of Jesus Christ. That was not ascetic ; 
the charge of gluttony and wine - bibbing was 
brought against our Lord by malignant slanderers 
because He did not practise asceticism. And yet 
the extreme simplicity of His living, the many 
hardships He voluntarily endured, and His com- 
plete unconcern with regard to His own comforts, 
as well as His perfect freedom from all forms of 
sin and selfishness, show Him to us as one who 
lived the ideal life of temperance, avoiding excess 
and extravagance in all directions. This was the 
method of life He inculcated on His disciples. 
There is no passage in His teaching requiring 
asceticism, and no direct commendation of tasting 
(the word 'fasting' is omitted in RV of Mk 
and the parallel Mt 17* in accordance with best 
MSS) ; but there is much urgent dissuasion from 
the life of ease and self-indulgence. The disciple 
of Christ is required to hold nis thoughts as well 
as his words and actions under control {e.g. Mt 
5s1.as.17. »). i„ the parable of the Rich Man and 
Lazarus the self-indulgence of the former, while he 
ignores the sufferer at his gate, aggravates his 
guilt. The Or. word for 'temperance,' tyKp&Ttta, 
nnd its verbal form, iyKparevS/uu, are found in the 
NT only in Acts (there ascribed to St. Paul), St. 
Paul's Epistles, and 2 Peter. Derived from icpdrot, 
' strong, they indicate the strength a man uses 
towards himself in self-control. St. Paul makes 
temperance one of the subjects of his very per- 
sonal address to Felix (Ac 24 M ) ; and elsewhere 
brings it forward as one of the fruits of the spirit 
(Gal 5 s3 ). Using the verbal form of the same word, 
he appeals to. the analogy of the athlete whose 
training involves universal self-restraint (1 Co O 28 ). 
The virtue is one of the requisites for a bishop 
(Tit l 8 ). In 2 P l 8 it appears in an ascending 
series of commended attainments, following know- 
ledge and preceding godliness. 

See also art. Sober. W. F. Adeney. 

TEMPLE (A.S. tempel, from Lat. templum, a 
space marked out ; a sanctuary : cf. ri/ieyot [from 
rifivu, ' to cut '], a piece of land cut off from the rest 
and dedicated to a god).— In the EV ' temple' 
renders the Hebrew words: — Vjvj (hehul, in a 
narrower sense the Holv Place) and n:3 ('house,' 
including hekal and debtr Tj^, or Most Holy 
Place). Three Gr. words are tr. ' temple ' in the 
NT : Up6t> (more correctly the whole of the sacred 
enclosure), ro6s (strictly the sanctuary or sacred 
edifice alone, embracing h^-kdl and dibtr), oticot. 

i. Solomons Buildings.— The pile or series of 



edifices of which the Temple formed one part.o 
embraced in addition the king's house.0 the porch 
of pillars, 7 the throne porch, 8 the house for 
Pharaoh's daughter now married to Solomon,* the 
king's dwelling, and the haram. The following is 




□ □ 

V 

PIO. 1. — PLAN OP ROYAL BUILDINGS. 

1. The great court, 2. The 'other' or middle court 8. The 
inner (or temple) court. 4. House of Lebanon. 6. Porch of 
pillars. 6. Throne porch. 7. Royal palace. 8. Haram. 9. 
Temple. 10. Altar. 

Stade'sf plan of the royal buildings as slightly 
simplified by Benzinger in his Heb. Arch. i\ and in 
his Com. on Kings.d 

The above plan takes for granted that the pile 
of buildings formed a complete whole. There was 
one 'great court' (1) which surrounded the whole. 
The 'other court' (2) encompassed the king's 
palace t and Iiaram ;k in 2 K 20* it is called the 
' middle court,' because it lay between the inner or 
temple court and the southernmost buildings 
(Lebanon house, etc.). The ' inner court ' X (3) was 
that which contained the temple and its belong- 
ings : * inner ' not in contrast with an outer court 
of the temple (of such a court Solomon's temple 
knows nothing), but as distinguished from the 
'greater court,' which contained within it all the 
royal buildings. Apart from the description in 
1 K 6-7, Ezk 43 8 j* makes it exceedingly likely 
that the whole of these buildings were together, 
making one whole. 

On the other hand, Thenius,» Furrer.l and others place the 
temple on the east hill, but the other royal buildings on the 
modern Mount Zion and the I f aram hill, between which two 



« But to the author, or at all events the editor, of even Kings 
the temple was the principal building of the group, if not the 
final cause of the whole. 

$ 1 K 7 2 ' House cf the forest of Lebanon,' so called on account 
of the cedar wood used in its construction and the piles 
upon which it rested. J. D. Michaelis, Dathe, Iken (Dissert. 
PhUolog. i. diss.), and Hamelsfeld (Bibl. (ieog. L p. 338) hold 
that the house in question was a summer residence for king 
Solomon built on Lei >anon or at the foot of it. Dathe refers for 
support to 1 K 919, 2 Ch tifi. But the fact that Solomon deposited 
the golden shields in the house (see 9 19 ) shows that the house was 
close to Jerusalem. Besides, we never read of Solomon's having 
more than one palace. 

y 1 K 7«. « 1 K 77. 1 1 K 7». 

? Oesch. i. 316. q p. 230. 6 p. 26. 

, 1 K 710- !»■ « 1 K 7 s . A1K6». 

ft 'They (the children of Israel) shall no more defile my name 
. . . in their setting of their thresholds by my thresholds, 
and their posts by my posts, and the walls between me and 
them.' 

« On Kings ; see his plan, Tafel L 
{ Schenket, iii. p. 222 ft 
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hills the Tyropooo valley is situated. But the references we 
have are wholly opposed to this, as is also the probability that 
the king would have his palace erected in closer proximity to 
the royal sanctuary. 

In 1 K 6 2ff - we read of the building of the temple. 
V. 36 tells us of an inner court, meaning clearly the 
conrt which enclosed the temple area and was 
itself included in the great court, a whicli had in it 
the whole complex of royal buildings, sacred and 
secular. The passage in Ezekiel/3 already noted 
makes this arrangement still more likely. 

The eastern hill on which the royal buildings 
were erected is that which is known in the OT as 
ZlOK and also as MORlAH. The modern Action, 
whjch fixes Zion on the hill west of the Cheese- 
mongers' ( = Tyropo3on) valley, has nothing to 
support it except tradition. It has against it 
topographical and historical considerations which 
are overwhelming. -y Had the buildings been ex- 
tended to a west hill, substructions of a deeper 
and more expensive character would have been 
necessary. 

Relative positions of the Royal Buildings at Jerusalem. — 
Assuming that the royal buildings were all of them on the 
eastern hill, how were thev relatively situated? The temple 
must have been either north or south of the other buildings, as 
the distance between the Tvropceon and the eastern declivities 
was too small to allow of its being on the east or west. It is 
exceedingly likely that it was on the north, and therefore on 
higher ground. From 2 K ll 1 ", Jer 22" it follows that the way 
from the temple to the palace was a descent. On the other 
hand, in- 1 K £i 92«, Jer 2610 it is equally implied that it was 
an ascent from the palace to the temple. In these passages 
it is taken for granted that the temple was in proximity to 
the other royal buildings. When Jeremiah was arrested for 
foretelling the destruction of the temple, the princes were at 
once upon the scene and constituted themselves into a body of 
magistrates to deal with the matter i— an incident illustrating 
the closeness of their residences to the sanctuary. Probably 
the southern wall of the temple was also the northern wall of 
the ' other ' or ' middle ' court, a gate leading from one into the 
other, i 

If we can fix the position of the altar of burnt-offering, we 
can locate at once the main parts of the temple and also the 
other royal buildings. There is good reason for believing that 
the sakhra or rock under the dome of the uiosque of Omar 
is the spot where the altar in question stood. A very old tradi- 
tion connects with this spot the incident in which Abraham 
prepared to offer Isaac, as also the threshing-floor of Araunah 
the Jebusite. It was on this threshing-floor that the destroying 
angel stood when Jehovah stopped him in his work of destroying 
the people. £ Even if these associations with the place are 
imaginary, yet they show that it was a sacred spot from very 
primitive times, and in the conservative East there ia but little 
change in roads or towns or sanctuaries. Solomon would be 
very likely to erect his chapel close to some spot where a Divine 
manifestation had been made or some altar had been raised. 

The form of the stone gives good reason for concluding that 
it was that on which the sacrifices were offered. It is a huge 
limestone rock, measuring some 60 by 60 ft., standing above the 
marble pavement about 6 ft. On its top there is an opening, 
through which the blood of the victims sacrificed could pass. 
Lower down there is an open cave in the same rock, at the 
bottom of which the stones make a hollow sound when struck. 
This, with other indications, makes it very probable that there 
was an opening at the bottom through which the blood passed, 
this opening leading into a subterranean passage which con- 
tinued its way to the Kidron Valley. This agrees with what the 
Mishna says,i) that under the altar of burnt-offering there was 
a conduit by means of which the blood of the victim flowed 
into the valley of the Kidron. 

Close to the sakhra or rock there were formerly two fountains, 
one of them still sending up fresh and beautiful water. The 
natives say the water of this last is very' putrid, but Pierotti 
tasted it and found they were wrong. He was of opinion that 
the water had the name of being filthy on account of its long- 
time association with the sacrificial blood which mingled with it 8 

Nowacki thinks that, probably, the sacrificial blood after 
passing into the aperture at the bottom of the cave joined the 
waters of that 'fountain which flowed fast by the oracle of 
God,'» and fell with them into the eastern valley, joining ulti- 
mately the Kidron.A. 

The altar was rough and in ite natural stone, which meets the 
requirement of Ex 2(fl*'-,/* that the altar should be either of 
earth or of unhewn stone. Moreover, there were to be no steps 
going up to the altar,* — a condition also satisfied by this rock, 



• IK 7><>- ». S 43». 

y See art. Zion, Miihlau in Riehm*, ». 'Zion,' and especially 
Guthe in ZDPVv. 271 ff. 
i Jer 2610'- • Cf. Ezk 438. 

C 2 S 24>»"*-, 1 Ch 2IJW- (Oman). % Yoma iii. 1. 

Jerusalem Explored, London, 1864, vol. i. 88 ff. 
' Heb. Arch. ii. 41. « Is 88. A Cf. Ezk 47>»- 

H Belonging to the Book of the Covenant. ► Ex 20». 



supposing it to be the altar of Solomon's temple. This last is, 
however, but twice named in Kings* and only once in Chron- 
icles ;/3 in all these three instances the altar is described as 
brazen ; besides the size which the Chronicler gives, y that is all 
we are told of the altar of burnt-offering of Solomon's temple. 
Nowack, indeed, completes the picture from the fuller descrip- 
tion of Ezekiel's temple,) but with questionable Justification. 
It is likely enough that the adjective ' brazen ' ia a later addition, 
and that the altar of the first temple was one of unhewn stone. It 
this stone had not all along occupied a very important place in 
popular esteem, it could not have been tolerated, but it would 
many centuries before have been levelled to the ground. 

Since the temple and its courts were arranged in terraces, the 
house itself, together with the altar, must have stood on the 
highest platform : this is true of the ground on which the rock 
rests. 

Among leading authorities who have held that the attar 
was at the present sakhra, the following may be named:— 
WiHiams,i Tobler, Furrer, Pierotti,? 8tade,fi Bensinger.f and 
Nowack. i Sir Charles Warren puts the altar just a little to the 
south of the rock, but quite close to it.» It the sakhra marks 
the site of the altar.X the house must have been to the west,* 
the inner or temple court » east, west, south, and north, while 
the remaining structures built on the hill would lie towards 
the south. 

In order to make the rock-crowned Moriah fit 
for building upon, the rocky surface would have 
to be levelled— the sakhra being left as it was— 
and the parts lower down raised to be as high as 
the rest. Subterranean passages and rooms were 
erected, 'hewn stones,' 'costly stones,' 'great 
stones' being used, large quantities of earth being 
thrown in to fill up the intervening spaces.^ There 
are to be seen at the present time remains of these 
underground buildings, o 

All agree that somewhere on the modern IJaram eth-Shnif 
the temple was built ; but this area is a quadrangle of unequal 
sides. Its west side measures 1590 ft, its east 1625 ft The 
north and south sides are 1036 and 921 ft. respectively. It is 
impossible that the temple enclosure included the whole of this 
space, though de Vogue, de Saulcy, Sir Henry James, and 
Sepp maintain that Herod's temple, with its courts and en- 
closures, did cover the Haram surface. German and French 
writers almost to a man, and the majority of English and 
American authorities, unite in holding that tie temple building 

[iroper stood west of the rock as advocated above, and that with 
ts adjuncts it covered about 600 ft. east to west and 400 ft 
north to south. 

A number of English writers have followed Fergussonr in 
maintaining that the temple occupied a square of some 600 ft. 
at the aW. angle of the Haram (so Thrupp, Lewin.p and W. R. 
Smith;). Fergusson was led to this view by architectural con- 
siderations, and especially by his acceptance of the Mosque of 
Omar site for the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. W. R. Smith 
states succinctly what is to be said for this opinion, but there 
does not seem much inclination on the part of students of the 
subject to accept it Indeed, but for the necessity to support 
a foregone conclusion, Fergusson would hardly have hit upon 
this site for the temple at all. 

Sowves.— Our original sources for the history 
and description of Solomon's temple are threefold. 

(1) We have what is said in 1 K 6. 7, which leaves 
out much that is absolutely necessary to make a 
complete picture. Many technical terms are used, 
the meaning of which it is beyond our power to 
elucidate with any feeling of confidence. More- 
over, the text is exceedingly corrupt and defective, 
so that conjectural emendation and addition have 
to be constantly employed. Bbttcher in his Achrsn- 
lese, Thenius in his Commentary, and especially 
Stade in his ZATW Hi., have made praiseworthy 
attempts to supply the student with a correct text. 

(2) We have, further, the parallel history in 2 Ch 
2'-5* ; but that the history in this book, however 
sincere and pious, is constructed from the point of 

« Viz. 1 K 8M (in a narrative of the dedication of the temple) 
and 2K 16"& (A has supplemented it by aa altar from 
Damascus). 

fi 2 Ch 4>. 

y 20 cubit* long by 20 cubits broad by 10 cubits high. 
i Ezk 4313-". i The Holy City 2, p. 296 ff . 

lOp.eit. «i Getoh. i. 314 ff. 9 KOnige, p. 90 1 

i Heb. Arch. ii. 27 f. 

* Underground Jerusalem, p. 60. 

A Fig;. 1, 10. /* Fig. 1,0. f Fig. 1, 8. 

1 1 K 7»« ; Jos. Ant. vm. iv. 82, etc. 

* See Warren's Underground Jerusalem, p. 61 ff. 

r Essay on the ' Ancient Topography of Jerusalem,' 1347. 
t Sketch of Jerusalem, 220 ff. 
e Encye. Brit. 9 s. ' Temple.' 
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view of a Jerusalem Levite of the time after the 
Exile, and represents events as they were regard id 
and not as they were, any one who compares 
Kings and Chronicles, and considers the history 
of religious thonght and institutions among 
the Israelites, may see. Chronicles aims at glori- 
fying David as the founder of the kingdom and 
of the religious society, especially of tlie priest- 
hood and the psalmody. According to the 
Chronicler, David received from God a detailed 
plan of the temple, a and gathered together ma- 
terials, especially gold, silver, copper, and iron,/? 
for the building. Kings gives a fuller account, 
but leaves out this and similar things. (3) The 
temple of Ezekiel's vision 7 must have been more 
or less suggested by the temple which he actually 
saw ; and from its elaborate description one may, 
to a certain extent, till in the omissions in the 
shorter description of Solomon's temple ; only, it 
is to be considered that the temple which the 
prophet saw on the banks of the Chebar is as 33-111- 
metrical as imagination unhampered by fact could 
make it. The text of Ezekiel is also corrupt ; but 
Bottcher in his P robin AltUst. Schrifterklarung, 



the altar, the chambers, etc. This supposed con- 
nexion has led to many wrong results as to the 
dimensions of the first temple ; as in the height 
of the building, which, because stated to be 30 
cubits, i.e. thrice, not twice, that of the tabernacle, 
is made to refer to the exterior, not to the interior, 
though the other measurements are admitted to be 
internal. But the assumption of Fergusson, based 
on the oldest authorities, falls to the ground when 
it is remembered that the tabernacle in question 
had no actual existence at any time, and no exist- 
ence in thought until about the time of the Exile. 
It would be far nearer the truth to say that the 
tabernacle is itself modelled upon the second 
temple, than to say that the hrst temple was 
moil el led on the tabernacle. See Tabernacle. 

The temple of Solomon included the house and 
the court which surrounded and enclosed house, 
altar, and other belongings. 

The ' house ' was a rectangular building 60 cubits 
long (east to west), 20 cubits broad, and 30 cubits 
high. a These are inside measurements, as the 
account of the dcbir, or Holy of Holies, in 1 K 6 1 "* 
(cf. v. 20 ) shows, and as the temple of Ezekiel 
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no. 2. — aRouifD plat or Solomon's templx. 

B and J-Br>az and Jachln — tho pillars, P=theporoh. H = the Mlc U or floly Plane. D ■ the dfbtr or Most Holy Place. T=the 
table of shewbread. 8= the stairway to the upper chambers. E = entrance to the chambers. L 2, etc., the chambers after 
Ezekiel's temple. 



Smend, Bertholet, and especially Cornill, in their 
Commentaries, have done much to obviate this dif- 
ficulty. — We have secondary sources in Josephusd' 
and the Mishnic tract Middoth, but these are valu- 
able chiefly for Herod's temple : for, even when 
describing the temples of Solomon, Ezekiel, and 
Zerubbabel, it is Herod's which they have in mind. 
Josephus has also a strong passion for exaggera- 
tion, especially when the glory of the temple 
is concerned. In matters of size and measure- 
ment his imagination seems almost as free as was 
Ezekiel'8.e 

I. Plan and Dimensions of Solomon's 
Temple. — Fergusson f says that the temple of Solo- 
mon was a copy of the tabernacle, the dimensions 
of the latter being doubled, and such other changes 
made as were necessary in a fixed as compared with 
a portable structure. But the resemblances so often, 
e8(K!ciatly in former times, pointed out, ara accom- 
panied by differences of an important character — 
as in the porch, the two pillars Boaz and Jachin, 

« 1 Ch 28"-». 1 Ch 22K 

rKzk 40-42 and in part 43 and 46. 
Ant. viii. Hi., xv. xi. 3 ff. ; BJ v. v. 1-6. 
1 See Robinson's IIRP* \. 277 f. 
J Early Templet 0/ the Jewt, p. 26 If. 



suggests. But no allowance is made for the wall 
separating the Iiekil, or Holy Place, from the 
dibtr, which in Ezekiel's temple was 6 cubits 
thick./? The building looked towards the east. 
It is of course quite possible that this arrangement 
may have been due to the form of the hill, which 
made it much more suitable to build west to east 
than north to south. 

The sanctuary structure. — The temple building 
had three parts, or rather two and a porch which 
is not reckoned as a portion of the house. The 
arrangement and number of the chambers is con- 
jectural, being basad on what we know of Ezekiel's 
temple. 

The larger of the two parts of the house is the 
MkBl,y the dibtrS being the smaller. The hfkdl 

« 1 K 6 s II 2 Ch 8». The latter passage does not give the height 
/S Ezk 41». 

y Htkal (Sjrn) is probably the same as the Accadian t-gal, 
' great house,' as Schroder, Haunt, and most Assyriologists hold. 
It may mean properly a hall (AJSL, July 1901, p. 244 ff.). See 
the Oxf. Iid>. Lex. on the word. Though used in other senses, 
its commonest meaning is that of the Holy Place (ehj ), which 
is the later term. In this article hikal has always this mean- 
ing. 

i DeTAr is the term employed in Kings for what in the 

parallel part* of Chron. is often called 'Holy of Holies' (en'p 
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wor an oblong rectangle 40 cubits from west to 
east, and 20 cubits from north to south. The dibir 
was a cube measuring 20 cubits in all three direc- 
tions. Since the whole house was 30 cubits high— 
the house (n«;n) including hekal and dibir— there 
must have l»een 10 cubits of space-room on the top 
of the dibtr, this beinc used probably for storing 
purposes, though Ewald says it was inaccessible 
and empty. 

Stieglitz and Grfineisen view the dlbir as externally lower 
than the htkiil by 11) cubits, but 1 Kff 1 says the whole house 
had a height of 30 cubits. Kurtz and Herx held that the 
hfkal had an inside height of 20 cubits only, and that on the 
top of the whole house there was an upper room, 60 cubits 
in length, for keeping the relics of the tabernacle.* They sap- 
further that the Chronicler means this upper space by his 
n'v^yn (LXX ri irrifin). But how could such an upper chamber 
be reached, and why do we never read about it or about the 
means of getting at it? The chambers about the house 
reached, taking the three storeys together, to 16 cubits. Above 
these were the windows ; y but there would be scant room for 
the windows between the roofs of the chambers and the ceiling 



word is said in Kings about the height of the 

gtreh, but in 2 Ch 3* it is said to be 120 cubits, 
ut such a structure would have -been called a 
Vnj;? (tower) and not a cSk (porch). The propor- 
tions, 20, 10, 120, are impossible on both {esthetic 
and statical grounds. There is certainly a corrup- 
tion of the text, or we have another example — a 
gross one here — of the love of exaggeration to which 
the Chronicler is prone when describing the sanctu- 
ary and its worship. It is most natural to think 
of the porch as having the same height as the 
house ; and it is not stated in 1 K 6, because that 
would be inferred by the reader. 

Wails. — There is no information given as to the 
thickness of the walls, but it must have been sub- 
stantial, because they had rebatements of a cubit, 
or at least of half a cubit, at each successive storey 
of chambers.a It could be diminished therefore 
by 2 cubits, or at least by one, without any 
material change in the appearance. Ezekiel gives 




^Cubits 



no. 8.— SBCTIOS OP THK TEMPLE, NORTH TO SOOTH. 



of the house if the latter were but 20 cubits above the floor. 
The Chronicler does not say where his nvSj? were placed, and it 
is most probable that by them we are to understand the CJM, 
or the chambers ranged along the three sides of the house. 

The porch.— In front of the house and continuous 
with it — the two, indeed, forming one, building — 
was the porch, d which was not considered a part of 
the house. Its length,* east to west, was 10 cubits ; 
its breadth, north to south, being the same as tho 
breadth e of the house, viz. 20 cubits. Not a 

C'CHi?"). Jerome connected the word with the Hebrew tji 
(dibber) 'to speak,' and followed the LXX XPr,LULTirrr,pitt in 
rendering it oraetilum (pracuti teden). It is really derived from 

the root still used in Arab., y J (V) 'to be behind." So d/Mr 
•py^what is behind ; that is, what lies to the west, the east 
being called Dip, or what lies to the front, just as the south is 
the right-hand side O'p;) and the north the left-handed (^toip). 
Dfbir is the older term, and in the LXX of 1 Kings and in 
2 Ch 3»» 4» 6»- » it is simply transliterated imfitlf and 
DelAr occurs also in Ps HP, prob. also 2 K 1023 (f or vy). 

« 2 Ch 3». fi See below. 

* 1 K <H. } d^K (Warn). 

i In the OT, length and breadth, when used of a surface of 



the thickness of the walls of his temple as 6 
cubits./9 

In 1 K 6" the cedar-covered walls are said to have figure* 
carved on them of knops and open flowers ; but this verse is not 
in the LXX, and it breaks in upon the account of the hekal in 
v.« and of the delAr in v.i», besides repeating what has been 
said in v. ». Probably this carving was the work of a later king, 
a later editor, by mistake, ascribing it to Solomon. Yet in 
v.s* the doors of both htkiil and deTAr are said to have been 
adorned with figures of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers; 
and the verse is above suspicion. 

Roofing. — Very little is told us concerning the 
roof of the house. 1 K Q 9h y is made by Bfihr, Keil, 
Thenius, in their Comm. and Treatises,. as also by 
the Targ., Pesh., Vulg., and Arabic versions, to 
refer to the covering of the roof. But Benzinger 
and the LXX take it to mean the covering or 
wainscotting of the walls ; and 1 Kfi shows that 
the same verb certainly can be used of the walls, 

two dimensions, mean the greater and smaller measurement 
respectively. 
« 1 K 6 s . $ Ezk 41» 

?' He covered the house with beams and planks of cedar.' 
' And it (the throne porch) was covered with cedar from 
floor to floor.' 
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— which Thenius is inclined to deny, — and that it 
probably is so used in this passage. Yet, as 
Thenius objects, the wainscotting of the walls is 
dencribed in 6 18 . V. 9 is otherwise awkward in its 
present position ; and it is hard to make out the 
exact meaning of the technical terms translated 
'beams and planks.' a Probably the verse is an 
interpolation. 

1 K 6 I8 in the EV has the word 'ceiling' in it'. 
Instead of ' walls ' we must read ' beams ' : y ' from 
the floor of the house unto the beams of the ceil- 
ing.' We thus learn that the ceiling had cedar 
beams, but that is all we learn alxmt it. 

But these beams must have been covered with 
stone, probably the hard limestone of which the 
walls were built, to protect the house from the 
rain. In the three most rainy months there 
descends as much rain in Jerusalem and its neigh- 
bourhood as the average rainfall upon any similar 
area in (Jreat Britain throughout the year. 

Was the roof flat or y able-formed t Most cer- 
tainly it was flat, as all ancient temples and houses 
were, and as, with hardly an exception, Eastern 
houses continue to be up to the present time. The 
custom with regard to private nouses is to have a 
parapet all around the roof to prevent persons who 
are on the much-frequented roofs from falling.^ 
Certainly no other kind of roof than the flat one is 
hinted at anywhere in the Bible, nor is any other 
known in the primitive East. It is remarkable to 
find leading Rabbinical writers, followed by Lund,e 
Hirt, Schnaase, Winer, and Thenius, plead that 
the roof was gabled. Hirt argues that there were 
spikes on the roof to keep on the birds, and that 
the roof was overlaid with gold. But he gets 
these, as perhaps also his gable roof, from the 
temple of Herod.i" 

Inner supports or i\et? — It is uncertain whether 
inside the house there were pillars to bear up the 
roof. In the hekal, at all events, it is very likely 
there were such supports, as the walls were 30 
cubits high, and a roof of wood and of stone would 
be in great danger of tumbling unless there were 
something besides the walls to keep it up. 

Fenrussomi argues for such pillars, and he thinks there 
would be eight in all, four on each side of the house, one be- 
tween each couple of tables and lampstands.0 Such an ar- 
rangement would, he thinks, promote at once architectural 
effect and the stability of the structure. He refers to 1 K 10l*,« 
but the word rendered pillars s means ' support,' and the 
parallel word in Chron.A means ' highways,' though it is 
rendered in EV ' terraces.' There is so much doubt as to what 
is meant that the passage cannot be mode to carry what is put 
upon it. 

The material of which the house and its ap- 
pendages were built was the white hard limestone 
which abounds in the country, and which can be 
polished like marble ; indeed it is a kind of marble. 
The slabs used were prepared at the quarry 
before they were brought to the temple, so that 
there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool 
of iron heard in the house while it was in build - 
ing.M 

The inside walls of the house were, as seen 
before, overlaid with cedar planks,* on which were 

« 0*3?, rimip. 

fi ' And he built the walls of the house within with boards of 
cedar, from the floor of the houBe unto the walls of the ceiling.' 

yrirftp for nVrp with LXX, Then., Keil, Bohr, Stade, Benz., 
and II 2 Ch 37. 

J Dt 22», Jg 10". 1 231 (or 324). J See art. Pinnacle. 

«i Temples uf the Jew*, p. 28 f. 

6 On the tables and lampstands of the hf&dl see below 
under ' Contents of htkal.' 

i ' And the king made of the almug trees piUarn for the house 
of Jehovah, and for the king's house.' 

- "U/p?. A 2 Ch 9' 1 rnVpp. 

It. 1 K «7. Ewald (Gesch. Hi. 324, n. 2), Stade (7. A TW iii. 136), 
and Benzinger (Com. in toe.) doubt the genuineness of this 
verse. It comes into the middle of the account of the side 
chambers (see art. Quarry). 



carved 'knops' and 'open flowers.' As to the 
gold said to cover the inside of the bouse, a see 
below under 'The gold covering- of Solomon's 
temple' (p. 700 b ). 

The floor of the house was probably made of 
hewn stone of the same material as that of the 
walls. But this stone floor was covered with 
cypress/S wood, as the walls were with cedar; so 
that nowhere inside could the stone be seen. 

Chambers surrounding the house.y — -.In every 
siiie of the house except the east there were 
chambers S arranged in three storeys. They did 
not go around the porch, as Griineisen said, for 
the house only is mentioned ; nor were there any 
on the east. We are not told how thick the walls 
of these chambers were, how many in number the 
chambers were, nor is anything said of their 
arrangement. For such details and others see 
EZEKIEL'S TEMPLE, below. Similar side rooms 
have been discovered at Birs Nimroud.e The beams 
on which the upper storeys were constructed — made, 
no doubt, of cedar wood — rested upon rebatements 
in the temple wall, so as to prevent the wall from 
being built into — the house being too sacred for 
that.f The temple wall so built would therefore, 
at the roof of the first chambers, according to most 
writers, recede half a cubit, and at the roof of the 
next row of chambers it would recede another half 
cubit. The opposite wall — that built specially for 
the chambers — had a corresponding rebatement. 
So Keil, Stade, Now., Benz., and most; and at 
least symmetry is secured by this arrangement. 
Thenius ij and others think the whole rebatement 
of one cubit at each storey took place in the house 
wall, and it seems to the present writer that this 
is likeliest, as not a word is written about rebate- 
ments in the chamber wall. 

The chambers on the ground were 5 cubits 
broad, those on the middle storey being 6, while 
those on the top storey were 7 cubits broad. The 
chambers were entered from the court on the south 
side through a door (Fig. 2, E). In Ezekiel's 
temple there were entrances on the north as well 
as on the south. From the lowest storey one 
ascended to the others by means of a ladder and 
trap -door, and not, as used to be thought, by 
means of a winding stair : of such winding stairs 
the ancient East was quite ignorant.* The history 
is silent as to whether or not there were windows 
in these chambers. Probably, however, there 
were, and they would be of the same kind as 
those of the house. See below concerning these. 
The chambers seem to have l>een used for the 
storing of the furniture, vessels, and other things 
belonging to the temple.* In them, too, were 
placed some relics of the wilderness worship.* 
1 K 8 4 , however, has many signs of having been 
tampered with. Of ' Levites ' as distinct from 
'priests,' Kings knows nothing. Nor does Kings 
show acquaintance with any tent besides that 
built by David for the ark./* ' Tent of meeting,' v 
if genuine, must have the sense it bears in JE (Ex 
33 7 , Nu ll* 12*) and not in P. 

Windows. — There were no windows in the 

>1K6». 

/9e>n?l K6"; not ' fir,' as EV. ylK6". 

> yw; ($(rt intj) should be read with LXX, Bott., Now., 
Benz., etc, J/^j. The word occurs in no other place. If re- 
tained it con but mean 'storey,' lit. what is spread out ($«'«» 

i Fergusson, History of Architecture. {IK 6*. 

fi See his diagram. Tafel ii. figs. 2 and 5 (at the end of Cora.). 
81 K VP correcting 'middle —first occurrence— to 'lowest,' 
with LXX, Targ-, and nearly all writers. 
« See SUde, 2 A TW iii. 136 ff. « 1 K 7" II 2 Ch 5». 
X 1 K 8«, 2 Ch (fi. /t 1 K 1» 2»-», cf. 2 8 

9 ly 1 © hnk- 
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temple as the term ' windows' is now understood. 
In Bible times glass was not used for what are 
called windows ; nor is it so used at the present 
time in Eastern countries. Indeed the mam pur- 
pose of the apertures translated ' windows ' is to let 
impure air out and pure in, rather than to give 
light to the house. a Considering the thickness 
of the walls — 6 cubits, or say 9 ft., in Ezekiel's 
temple — it would have been difficult for the light 
to enter. In most Eastern houses the lamps are 
kept burning night and day ; it is by them that 
the house is lighted. This was true probably of 
the temple as well. 

In IK 0* the windows are described as latticed $ — most 
Ka8tern windows are — and beamed :y i.e., besides the latticed 
covering, there were beams used to protect the opening and to 
form the framework of the window. Various other reconstruc- 
tions of the windows have been suggested. The Targ., Pesh., 
several Rabbinical writers, Luther, and others have rendered 
'windows broad within) and narrow i without.' Keil explains 
as 'windows with closed beams' ; i.e. whose lattices cannot be 
opened or closed at pleasure, as the lattices of ordinary 
windows could.? For a statement and examination of other 
views see the Comm. of Thenius and Keil, and especially 
Keil's valuable treatise on Solomon's temple. 

We know nothing about the size of the windows, 
nor is it stated in what part of the walls they 
were made. The chambers surrounding the house 
reached a height of 15 cubits— 5 cubits being the 
height of each, if we are to infer from Ezekiel's 
temple. If, therefore, the windows of the house 
looked directly to the outside, they must have 
been some 20 cubits from the ground. It is prob- 
able that the chambers had windows as well ; and 
in that case the housj windows might have looked 
immediately opposite to those of the chambers, and 
have been put in three parallel rows. This is 
quite possible,. as we are not told the number or 
the position of the windows. There was perhaps 
a row of windows above the chambers as well. 

It is generally thought that there were no 
windows in the dibir, and 1 K 8 ,3 i7 has been 
advanced to prove this. The difficulty of having 
windows between the uppermost roof of the cham- 
bers and the ceiling ot the dibir is pointed out. 
But this difficulty is not insuperable, for, assuming 
the chambers, between them, to reach a height of 
15 cubits, there would still be a space above of 
several cubits for the windows. If, however, the 
windows of the house looked immediately upon 
those of the chambers, the difficulty in question 
disappears. 

Doors.— Both hekal and dibir had doors. 9 We 
are not told what *ize they were, but in Ezekiel's 
temple they were 10 and 6 cubits broad respec- 
tively.* How high they were is not said. The 
he leal door was square, k while that of the dibir 
was pentagonal. X The door of the hekal was 

• T/iVn, lit. 'a perforated space,' *•> hole,' from S>^rj = « to 
pierce or perforate.' 

/3o*?tpt|, lit. 'shut.' The Arabic word for such windows is 
ihubbdk. 

•y D'^^y 1 — prob. pass. ptcp. of denom. verb. There is no need 
to alter the vowels as Benzinger does, reading O'fjjy 'beams.' 

> D'9i»p— such as could be seen through ; cf. *]'??■?. ' to look 
at from an eminence.' 

i D'lJW, lit. ' shut." 1 2 K 131', Dn 6>0. 

n ' Jehovah has said that he would dwell in the thick dark- 
ness." Cf. Ps 18" ' He made darkness his hiding-place, his 
pavilion round about him ; darkness of waters, thick clouds of 
the skies.' 

eiKffn.Si. , Eik 41*. 

■ 1 K 633, reading, as LXX, Vulg., Then., and Benz., nt 9 
ftHy^n ' beams made into a square.' 

A It is better so to understand rrycq in 1 K 6 31 . Oes. (Thet. 
I. 42 ff.). Keil, Biihr, Then., and Bott. take the numerals in 
1 K ftsi- 33 to denote some fraction of either the width of the 
wall— Ces., Keil, and Biihr— or of the entrance wall (Jambs, 
posts), as Then, and Bottcher. But no writer would choose 
this way of expressing this idea. It is far better, with the 
Rabbis, Stade (ZATW lii. p. 148), and Benzinger, to understand 
the words as above. 



made of cypress wood, its posts being of olive 
wood. The door of the dibir was of olive wood. 
Both doors were divided into two horizontal halves; 
but the two leaves thus formed were in the case 
of the hilcal door further divided vertically, each 
into two folds, which were joined by hinges. It 
was not therefore needful to open the whole leaf 
in order to enter the hekal. 

The dibir door had two leaves only without the 
subdivisions, because it was not opened and shut 
as was the outer door, but was always kept open 
according to Keil, a though he says the veil kept 
the interior hidden. See, however, below, and 
also Veil. 

Ezekiel's temple had the same «-onstruction for 
the hekal and dibir doors, viz. that which seems 
to have obtained for the hekal door alone in 
Solomon's temple, p This is the more striking, 




PIO. 4. — A!» BOTPTTAH FOLDI50 DOOR, BltOWlNO VERTICAL D1VB10S. » 

as the idea of sanctity is more strictly recognized 
in Ezekiel's temple. Not at all improbably the 
inner door of Solomon's temple was constructed 
exactly like the other, though this is not stated 
owing to an oversight of the writer. Upon both 
doors were carved cherubim, palm trees, and open 
flowers ; 5 but there is no reliable evidence that 
the walls had such figures on them (see ' Walls'). 

In 9 Ch S»4 it is said there was a veil before the door of the 
dibir, corresponding to that of the tabernacle. 1 In Ze rub- 
babel's temple there was such a veil,? and it was this which 
gave rise to the veil of the tabernacle, and caused the Chronicler 
to transfer it to the first temple ; but Kings says nothing about 
it, though Thenius, approved by Riehm,* brings the word into 
1 K 6 21 by arbitrarily altering a very difficult text ; the text is, 
however, probably an interpolation, as Stade,9 Now. ^ and others 
hold. The veil was an invention of the time when the sacred 
had to be more rigidly separated from the profane. It was 
quite possibly introduced into the pre-exilic temple after Solo- 
mon's time, though ot that we know nothing definitely.* 

The gold covering of Solomon's temple. — The 
following parts of the temple are said to have been 
overlaid with gold: (1) the walls of the dibir ;\ 
(2) the walls of the hekal ; m (3) the floor of the 
whole house;* (4) the altar before the dibir 
[but the support for this — 1 K 6-' A — is not to be 
found in the LXX, and it shows otherwise strong 
marks of being an interpolation. Far better with 
Stndef and Benzinger omit the clause. With 
it goes the puzzle of knowing what is meant by the 
' altar belonging to the dibir.' He 9* speaks of an 

« Der Tempel, 75. fi Ezk 41»«. 

y Merxand Ewald have held that the two leaves of the MMl 
door were divided horizontally only. But the epithet O^i— 
'going around each other'— support* the first view ; which ii 
that defended by Thenius, Keil (Comm.), and Benzinger. 

4 1 k H» »». 1 Ex 2tt»«. J See Vnu 

q H WB 2 1627*. 8 ZATW iii. p. 145. 

1 Ueb. Arch, ii. 81. m 8ee Vkjl, and cf. Tajuowacls 

A 1 K 6». m 1 K 6*"- S Ch a*& 

rlKt>». IZATWUL 146. 
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altar a belonging to the dtbtr t but this error arises 
from the above interpolated clause rightly rejected 
by Stade and Benzinger] ; (5) the cherubim ; /3 (6) the 
leaves of the door.-y 

It is probable that the statement about gilding is a late 
addition in all the above instances, and that, in Solomon's 
temple, it had no place. It is significant that in every one of 
the passages in question there are other indications which 
awaken suspicion (for details consult Stade, ZATW iii. 
140 a,). When Shishak, king of Egypt, attacked and conquered 
Jerusalem, he took away the treasures of both temple and 
palace : the golden shields are distinctly named, but not a word 
occurs about the gold of the walls, ctc.i Jehoash, king of Israel, 
overcame the king of Judoh, and took from Jerusalem the 
gold and silver and the temple vessels, but nothing is said 
about his stripping walls, etc., of the gold that covered them.i 
Similarly, Ahaz in his extremity took the' oxen on which the 
brazen sea rested, and also other things (2 K le* One would 
expect to read of his purloining the gold that was so conspicuous 
if it covered walls, doors, inner altar, cherubim, and even floors. 
When Hezekiah stripped the doors and pillars of the temple, in 
order to make a present to the king of Assyria (2 K 18 18f ), nothing 
is written about there being any gold given, though of course 
this is not denied either. 'Gold' in the EV, as the italics 
indicate, is not in the Hebrew.— Ezekiel's temple does not 
appear to have hod any of this gold-overlaying. In short, apart 
from the suspicious reference named, we have no allusion in 
the subsequent history to this gold covering. In post-exilic 
times the wealth of Solomon was greatly exaggerated, just as 
his wisdom and power were, among Arabs as well M Hebrews, in 
yet later days. It was felt by those who made the additions re 
gold that Solomon's exalted character demanded them. Besides, 
the P tabernacle was pictured as plentifully supplied with gold : 
this would afford a strong motive for making gold more con- 
spicuous in Solomon's temple. 

2. The Pattern or Style of Architecture 
in which the temple of solomon was built.— 
Those who claim to speak with authority on this 
point have held opinions widely apart, showing 
that the data are inadequate for a clear and reli- 
able decision. 

Some (e.g. Williams, etc.) have found the model of Solomon's 
temple among the Greeks. Thrupp.J de Vogiie,<i Thenius,C 
and Benzinger < pronounce the architecture of the temple to be 
Egyptian. Benzinger gives a detailed account of the temple of 
Amon Ra at Karnak, together with a plan, in order to show how 
much Solomon's temple resembled this. He calls special atten- 
tion to the threefold: division of porch, hikal, and dHAr which 
obtained in both temples. Nowack, on the other hand, points 
out that this same feature characterizes the ancient temples of 
Sicily.* Thenius' diagrams at the end of his valuable Com- 
mentary on Kings are all based on Egyptian originals, and he 
is controlled throughout bis Commentary and treatise by the 
idea that the first Jerusalem temple was a copy of the Egyptian 
temples. Puchstein A and Nowack i* argue for a Syrian origin. 
W. B. Cobb> makes the Syrian factor the principal one, as 
indeed Puchstein does, only the latter contends that Assyrian 
art was originally Syrian. 

Fergusson £ pronounces the problem insoluble, only that he 
says Egypt is out of the question. He thinks that either the 
valley of the Euphrates or Phoenicia was the most likely borne 
of the temple architecture. But he does not give any arguments 
of weight to support his opinion. 

Friedrich,« Perrot and Chipiez,T and W. R. Smithy trace the 
style to Phoenicia. The fact that Hiram, the artificer (1 K " 13f -, 
2 Ch l Vi ' •), was a Phrcnician, though connected with Israel, 
lends strong support to the last vitiv, and Fergusson is not 
against it. 

The natural conclusion to come to is that either 
Phoenician or Syrian art— it is hardly possihle to 
distinguish these two— was that followed in the 
construction of Solomon's temple ; but the argu- 
ments and illustrations adduced by Benzinger, 
Cobb, and others go to prove that there was a 
close resemblance between the sacred architecture 
of the Semitic world and of Egypt. 

Contents of the hckal. — In front of the dibir 
was an altar-shaped table on which the Shew- 

o> Sitfuurifm is certainly 'altar' not 'censer.' So Bleek, 
Lunemann, Kurtz, Westcott, Delitzsch. Per contra, cf. Biesen- 
thai and EV. 

,8 1 K 6*8. * 1 K 6» ». aiK 14». 

1 2 K 14". X Ancient Jerusalem, 

n Le Temprl de Jerusalem. S Com. and Appendix, 

i Ueb. Arch. 385. * Ueb. Arch. ii. p. 84, n. 8. 

X Jahrb. del Kaiserlichen deutichen archaol. Initituti, vol. 
▼ii. pt. 1. 

u. Heb. Arch. ii. 34. > Originei Judaicee, 242. 

{ Temple* of the Jew*, p. 33. 

• Tempel u. Palatt Salomo'i, Denkmnler Phimikiseher Kuntt. 
«• History of Art inSardinia, Syria, and Alia Minor, p. 141 f. 
f Encye. BrU.", art. 'Temple.' 



bread was set as an offering to God. a This is 
not the altar of incense, as Kefl,/3 Bahr,-y and most 
of the older authorities contend, for we do not find 
such an altar named or implied in any pre-exilic 
document.*' There was no such altar in Ezekiel's 
temple, nor for a long time afterwards. See Ben- 
zinger, Heb. Arch. p. 401 n. On the other hand, 
there was in the latter temple a table-like altar of 
shewbread.e which is more fully described than 
that of the first temple. See art. Incense, vol. ii. 
p. 467 b . 

According to 1 K 7** 00 the following were also made and set 
in the Mkal : (1) a golden altar, the altar of incense ; (2) a 
table for the shewbreod : (3) ten golden lampstands,( Ave on 
the right side and Ave ou the left ; (4) lamps for these ; (5) many 
other smaller things. 

But these verses have all the appearance of being by a later 
hand, for the purpose of heightening the impression. In 1 K 
620 the hfkal is said to contain the altar-like table, but there is 
no hint of anything besides being in this part of the house. 
Chronicles »i has, however, a parallel account to 1 K 7**- 80 . Jer 
52'* refers to ' lampstands ' * as taken by the Chaldnans, but in 
the parallel account of 2 K 25 nothing is said of lampstands. 
If, however, the writers of Jer 62»», 1 K 7»«>, and 2 Ch 4'»-2a 
were under the influence of P, they would have spoken of one 
lampstand, such as obtains in P"s tabernacle, and not of ten. 
There must have been some ground for the tradition of the ten 
lampstands. Probably these did exist — but brazen, not golden 
ones— in Solomon's temple, or they were added soon after, for 
there must have been some way of lighting the interior of the 
house. They would be kept burning day and night, as house 
lamps in the East are at the present day.i They might have 
been -fixed upon pedestals,— the Eastern fashion,— but most 
likely they were set on the ten tables about which we read in 
2 Ch 4".» Keil, however, maintains that these tables were for 
the shewbreod ; but 2 Ch 13" 29" seem to show that there was 
but one such table. 

• Contents of the dibir. — After the building of the 
temple was completed, the arkX was brought from 
the city of David at the south-east of the temple 
hill, and placed in the dibir, which, using the later 
name, is explained as the Holy of Holies.^ It 
was carried by the priests, though, according to 
the older history of 2 S 6 13 , priests were not con- 
sidered the only proper bearers of the ark. 

The ark is said to have contained nothing except the two 
tables of the Law.> In David's time and Solomon's the ark 
seems to have been looked upon as involving in some way the 
Divine presence. — as a kind of numen praeieni. Stade. Benz., 
Nowack, and many others think thrt the ark held originally a 
stone which was considered to represent Jehovah, and that it 
was at a time later than Solomon's that it contained or was 
believed to contain the two tables of stone. 

In He 9* the pot of manna and Aaron's rod are said to have 
been in the ork.{ Nowhere else in the Bible is this said, though 
these articles are spoken of* as being laid up before the ark 
of the tabernacle. The writer of Hebrews has on bis side the 
common belief of the later Rabbis.* 

Overshadowing the ark were two huge cheru- 
bim,0 each being 10 cubits high, i.e. exactly half 
as high as the ceiling of the dibir. These had two 
wings apiece, each being 5 cubits broad. These 
wings were outstretched, the outer ones touching 
the walls, the inner ones reaching to each other. 
The four wings of 5 cubits each were stretched 
from wall to wall, extending alone the whole 
width of 20 ( = 4 x 5) cubits. The ark had its place 
under the two inner wings. On the form and 
significance of these cherubim see Cherubim. 

a 1 K ft*" 1 renders the last part of this verse, ' And he mad* 
(not overlaid) an altar of cedar' : so LXX, Then., Benz. etc. 

& Der Temp. Salom. 178f. y Der Temp. Salom. 109 f. 

i Thus Ewald (Uetch. iii. 232), Thenius, Stade (ZATW iiL 
p. 168 ff.), Nowack, Benzinger. 

i Ezk 4122. 

J Not 'candlesticks.' The Bible knows nothing of 'candles' 
or of 'candlesticks.' Render in all cases, in Of and in NT, 
'lamps' and ' lampstands.' 

* 2 Ch 4«»-22 e ri-flyq. 

i The light in the temple of Shiloh was kept burning during 
the night only (1 S 3»). 

s ' He made also ten tables, and placed them in the htkal, 
five on the right side and five on the left.' 

X f.T|« 'chest'; n:jn (an Egyptian word), meaning 'a hollow 
vessel,' is the word for Noah's ark. 

A» 1 K 8«. . 1 K 8». ( wP*ri(. 

t Ex 163W* 2&W, Nu 17»0, Dt 10». 

* See Ark. /IK 6»». 
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In 2 K 1H-* it is recorded that Hezekioh 'removed the high 
places, and brake the pillars, and cut down the Asherah ; and 
he brake in pieces the brazen serpent that Moses had inade ; for 
unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it.' 
Where in the temple — if in it at all— this symbol of deity was 
kept we have no intimation. The brief notice is interesting, 
however, as showing to how late a time the Israelites wor- 
shipped Jehovah in the form of some material object. See art. 
jSbiiuhhtam. 

The court. a — Keil and the older authorities 
generally hold that there was an outer temple 
court-S as well as an inner one. 7 What can be 
said for this view is well said by Keil in Der 
Tempel Salomos, p. 114 ft". So far, however, as the 
history and description of Solomon's temple are 
concerned, we know of but one temple court, the 
other courts mentioned not being temple courts 
at all. The epithet ' inner,' when employed to 
designate the temple court, gets its meaning from 
the fact that it was surrounded by the greater 
court, and formed, indeed, a part of the latter. 5 
This one court is called by the Chronicler the 
* court of the priests,' e but under the influence of 
later ideas and usages Ezekiel was the first to 
think of reserving a court for the priests, and in 
the later temples his conception was carried out. 
It was owing to stricter notions of holiness, and 
the belief in a more urgent need for Jehovah to be 
approached through His appointed ministers, that 
God's house— the place where He dwelt— came to 
be safeguarded by a walled space into which priests 
alone could enter. But in Solomon's day and for 
a long time afterward such conceptions were un- 
known. No need was therefore thought to exist 
for more than one temple court. 

The greater court — of which the temple court 
formed a part— was surrounded by a wall made of 
three layers of hewn stone, and on the top of them 
a layer of cedar planks, the latter probably gable- 
shaped, so that the water might fall ' to the 
ground, f Keil rj and others think the cedar planks 
stood upright, making a kind of railing. There 
was the same sort of wall around the temple court, 
as well as around the court below, in which the 
royal palace stood. 

No information is supplied about the extent of the court 
Ezekiel s inner court was 100 cubits square ; 9 and Keil thinks 
the court in question had the same size. But it must be 
remembered that the court about which Keil is thinking was, 
like Ezekiel's, for the pritxt* alone ; the one and only court of 
Solomon's temple was for the jieople as well as for the jrriettM. 1 
The Rabhis say that the temple court was 187 cubits from east 
to west, and 185 cubits from north to south. They get these 
figures, however, from the second temple, and moreover they, 
too, believed that the first temple, like the others, had an outer 
court. 

We are left equally in the dark as to the form of the court. 
Judging, however, from other temples, we should expect it 
to be rectangular, if not a square. Hirt and Griineisen say the 
front or east side of it formed a semicircle ; but this is simply a 

Kess. The fact that so little is said concerning the court shows 
w small was the importance attached to it at this early time. 

Gates of the court. — No court gates are named 
in the history of the building of the temple. It is 
natural to think that there was a gate on the south 
side, for it was on that side that the royal palace 
lay,* and the king would enter by that gate. It 
is possible that the people also had to enter the 
sacred enclosure through this southern gate. But 
it is probable that there were gates on the north 
and east also, as there were in Ezekiel's temple. \ 
We have evidence that for some time before the 
Exile there were gates. In Jer 38" we read of a 
'third entry into the house of Jehovah,' and three 
keepers of the threshold are referred to in Jer 52' 4 , 

« njn. The later term is mv;. p n.;rnn n pjn Ezk 10». 

frn'P'Jjn TO1 1 K 6» 7»2; but cf. ZATW iii. p. 152 f., and 
Benzinger's Commentary. 

J See above, p. 61>f> b . i 2 Ch 4» C'J-bn ijn. 

? 1 K 712. r . Der Temp. Sal. US. $ Ezk 40". 

i 2 K 12H, Jer 36»« UfilO show that laymen were allowed to 
enter the court of the pre-exilic temple. 

« See p. 606b. A Ezk i(P*<r.. 



2 K 25 18 . But these references are not conclusive 
as to the court of Solomon's temple. Moreover, 
we read of a northern gate,a which is probably 
identical with the ' upper gate of the liouse of 
Jehovah,'/? the 'upper gate of Benjamin,' 7 and 
'the altar gate,' 5 — so called because to this the 
people brought their offerings. Assuming that the 
same gate is meant in all these passages, we 
gather from 2 K 15 38 that it was built by Jothain 
(B.C. 740-736) ; moreover, it is called a ' new gate.' t 
It could not therefore have been made in Solomon's 
time, though it might have taken the place of a 
much older gate. In 1 Ch 9 18 an eastern gate is 
named, and it is called ' the king's gate,' probably 
because the king used it either principally or ex- 
clnsively.f We nave supposed that Solomon would 
be more likely to enter through a south gate, about 
which, however, we know nothing certain. 

The floor of the court was paved ; at least it was 
so in Ahaz' day (B.C. 736-728), for it was upon the 
pavement that he set the brazen sea after he had 
taken away its proper support. -n The Chronicler 
says it was paved from the very first.. Ezekiel's 
outer court was paved for 50 cubits all round the 
outer wall, except on the west ;t and it is likely 
that his inner court was paved, for the other is 
called the lower pavement, implying the existence 
of a higher. According to Smend,* the whole of 
Ezekiel s inner court was paved. 

Contents of the court. — The Altar of Burnt- 
offering. — We have in Kings no account of the 
making of this altar, though its existence is implied 
in 1 K 8**, where it is called a ' brazen altar,' and 
in 2 K 16 1Mr -, where we read that king Ahaz 
ordered Urijah the priest to set aside the brazen 
altar that was in the 'forefront of the house '\ 
in favour of a new altar, built according to an 
Assyrian model which the king saw at Damascus. 
In 2 Ch 4* it is said that Huram Abi, the temple 
artist, made an altar of brass, 20 cubits in both 
length and width, and 10 cubits high. Beyond 
the instructions thus given we know nothing 
authentic of this altar. Its being made of brass 
was contrary to the directions laid down in the 
Book of the Covenant,/* and is probably due to 
contact with surrounding peoples. Keil v tries to 
save the character of Solomon by maintaining that 
the inside of the altar was made up of earth and 
unhewn stone, and that its outside was alone of 
brass, — brass plates, he says. But such an altar 
could hardly be called one of brass. 

Keil { reconstructs the altar according to what we know of 
the altar of the tabernacle. Most modern authorities recon- 
struct it in accordance with what we know of Ezekiel's altar.* 
But neither procedure is a safe one ; certainly not the former, 
since the whole account of the tabernacle is conceived under 
the influence of late ideas and practices. Nor is it safe to 
argue from Ezekiel's to Solomon's altar of burnt-offering ; for, 
assuming that the prophet's conception was governed by what 
he had seen of the pre-exilic temple at Jerusalem, yet many 
changes arc likely to nave been made between Solomon's time 
and that of the prophet. Some of these are known to us, and 
have already come under our notice.r 

The altar of the first temple stood probably at 
the spot where David erected an altar after the 
plague was stayed. p Indeed this altar might have 
been the very one that David raised, though 
2 Ch 4 1 is against this supposition, as is also the 
fact that the rest of the temple was new. 

The Brazen Sea.? — Between the house and the 
altar, but towards the south, was the Brazen Sea 
(called also ' the Molten Sea ' and simply ' the 
Sea '). See SEA ( BRAZEN). 

The Layers, r — On each side of the altar, at 

m Ezk 83 ga. jS 2 K 15». y Jer 20*. 

S Ezk 8». 1 Jer 3B» 36«>. \ Cf. Ezk 46**, 

q 2 K 16". H 2 Ch 7*. 1 Ezk 4«i». 

* On Ezk 4018. x n!*n *J$. /* Ex 20*&. 

» Der Temp. Sal. p. 117 f. { I.e. 

4 Ezk 43"3 «• Cf. 1 K 16». 2 K 1617. 

f 2 S 2415*. ( 1 K 7»-tt I 2 Ch 4*». tlK 7»-». 
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the right and left wings of the temple, there were 
ten hrazen stands on wheels, with brass basins 
set upon them (see the very elaborate article, 
with illustrations, entitled ' Die Kesselwagen des 
salom. Tempel,' by Stade, in ZATW, 1901, p. 
1451)'.). They were filled with water, which was 
used for the purpose of washing the flesh that was 
to be offered in sacrifice. Perhaps the water in 
them was obtained from the brazen sea. Or it 
may be that both the brazeu sea and also the 
lavera were supplied direct from the stream men- 
tioned in Ezk 47 1 . 

In 1 K 7*0 (|| 2 Ch 4") we are told that Huram made also 
poU,« Bhovelo.yS and basins,? but it is not stated where these 
were kept. 

Of any additional chambers in the court besides those around 
the house the Biblical accounts say nothing. There is no 
mention, for example, of chambers for sacrificing, for washing 
the sacrificial flesh, for storing the instruments used in sacri- 
ficing, etc. 

Rabbinical writers say there were eight stone tables on the 
north of the altar of burnt-offering, fastened to the pavement by 
twenty-four iron rings. Lund,) who follows Jewish authori- 
ties far too slavishly, gives details of these tables, depending 

Xn his Jewish guides. If, however, these tables obtained at 
it was in the temple of Herod alone, with which Jewish 
writers were familiar, and from which far too freely and un- 
critically they drew conclusions concerning the temple of 
Solomon. ( 

Subsequent history of Solomonls temple. — Solomon 
did not intend the temple he built to be a rival to 
the already existing high places of the land, much 
less did he intend by his sanctuary to supplant the 
many others. For long after his t ime, as the genu- 
ine Books of Kings show, the bdmCth or high places 
had the stamp of approval as much as the Jeru- 
salem sanctuary. The writings of the early pro- 

Ehets make this very clear. From Amos and 
[osea we see that the people of the Northern 
kingdom made pilgrimages to Beersheba in the 
south (Am 5 s , cf. 8'\ Hos 4 10 (text as amended by 
Wellh., Now., etc.)), and that they worshipped there 
and at Dan, Bethel, and other places (Am 4* 5 B 8", 
Hos 10 IS ) without incurring blame, so far as con- 
cerned the locality of the sanctuaries. On the 
other hand, the inhabitants of Judah sacrificed at 
Gilgal as well as Jerusalem (Hos 4'"; but text dub., 
see Wellh. ad loc.). The opposition to the barnCth 
arose from the superstition and immorality asso- 
ciated with them, and the danger of worshipping 
the Canaanite deities to which they were origin- 
ally consecrated.* It should be noted that the 
temple-worship of Jerusalem is as strongly repro- 
bated by Isaiah as worship at the bamoth is by Amos 
and Hosea, and for a similar reason ; see Is 1, etc. 
Elijah was one of the first to set his face against 
these local cults ; but the first to make any attempt 
to suppress them was Hezekiah (B.C. 729-629). £ 
But the high places continued to be recognized 
until about B.C. 621, when Josiah (B.C. 640-609) 
employed vigorous measures, and for the most part 
succeeded in stamping them out.r; More and more 
the temple became the centre of the nation's life, 
religious and |H>litical, especially after the return 
from exile (see Smend, Alttcst. JiHigwnsgwh. 
216 f., 230 f., 315 f., 438 tt'., and especially his article 
in SK, 1884, p. 689 f.). 

In 2 Ch 20* mention is made of a ' new court ' 
belonging to the house of Jehovah before which 
Jehoshaphat stood; an outer court could hardly 
have existed at this time ; probably the Chronicler 
is influenced by the temple of his own day. 

We have already spoken of the following inci- 
dents connected with the temple: (1) the new 

gate made by Jotham ; B (2) the supplanting by 
ing Ahaz of the altar of burnt-oflering,« and the 
removal by him of the brazen oxeu on which the 

« Reading nVvp for the obviously inaccurate nrVp. 
fi 0*y\ y nip-J!!?. » Book iv. ch. 17. 

, Dt 122- *>, Nu 33", Ex S4'«. ? 2 K 18* «. 

a 2 K 231* S 2 K 153» ( 2 Ch 27*. i 2 K 16">. 



brazen sea rested ;a (3) the taking away by Heze- 
kiah of the gold, etc., of the house./9 But worse 
than that of Ahaz or Hezekiah was the conduct of 
Manasseb, for he caused altars to be raised in the 
court to all the host of heaven, and an image to be 
put in the house of Jehovah.7 Moreover, he 
erected abodes for hierodules, in which women 
wove tents for the Asherah, these tents to be put up 
in the sanctuary. <5 He had also horses, consecrated 
to the sun, kept in a part of the inner court. e 
Josiah purged the temple of these abominations,^ 
but unfortunately his life was cut short at Megiddo 
in the war with Egypt, about B.C. 609.T/ Twelve 
years later Jerusalem was attacked by the Chal- 
dieans under their king, Nebuchadrezzar. In B.C. 
586 Jerusalem and its temple were burned to the 
ground, and whatever of value remained in the 
temple was carried to Babylon. 1 Thus ended 
the first temple after an existence of over four 
centuries. 

ii EZEKIEL'S TEMPLE.— Ezekiel's programme 
for the new State and temple was suggested to 
him by the sights he had seen in the Holy City, 
and the events amidst which he moved. Hence 
the picture he drew of the temple that was to be 
is helpful in understanding what the temple was 
immediately before its destruction. In a less de- 
gree, less than is generally supposed, it is an aid, 
too, in reconstructing the temple of Solomon. 

But Ezekiel's temple obtains its chief significance 
from its relation to the future. The legislation set 
forth in the last 9 chapters of EzekieT represents 
an intervening stage in ritual and theological con- 
ceptions between the Deuteronomic legislation and 
the Priestly. In Ezekiel's ideal picture the temple 
and its priesthood stand in the very foreground. 
Some items in his programme could not be realized. 
For instance, the territory in which each of the 12 
tribes was to dwell is marked out, but the 12 
tribes did not return. Again, the temple buildings 
did not, and could not, occupy exactly a square of 
500 cubits each way. 

The description of Ezekiel's temple is to be found 
in 40'-43 /7 and parts of the following chapters. 

The text is often very corrupt, and has to be conjecturally 
emended. Bottoher's Proben aUUtt. Sehri/terkldrung (1SHS) 
and Thenius' (Join, on King* are very serviceable in reconstruct- 
ing the text. The Commentaries of Smend and of Cornill are 
of the utmost value in the same direction : especially Cornill's 
monumental work, which deals mainly with the text. One 
cannot but wish, however, that Cornill were less wedded to 
the text implied in the LXX. We ought not to omit noticing 
the Commentaries of Keil, Bertholet, and Kraetzschmar, all of 
which the present writer has found helpful, more particularly 
that of Bertholet. 

Havemick in his Commentary on EzelHel has 
called attention to the fact that in the account of 
Solomon's temple it is the house — including Mkal 
and dibir — which receives most attention ; but in 
the description of Ezekiel's temple it is the external 
circumstances that stand out most prominently, 
such as the courts with cells and doors, the guard- 
rooms, chambers, ornaments, dresses, and the like. 
The house is but slightly touched upon. This may 
be owing to the fact that in both temples the house 
was in all essentials identical : the differences and 
additions were in the external parts. 

1. General Arrangement.— Solomon's temple 
was but one part of the complex of royal buildings 
on the eastern hill. It was enclosed in the great 
court, as were the royal palace, the house inhabited 
by his Egyptian wile, and other erections. In this 
temple court the people were in the habit of gather- 
ing to otter sacrifices. Priests and people mingled 
around the altar and in the immediate precincts of 
the house. In Ezekiel's time no palace and no State 

m 2 K 1617. fitK 18'3f-. y 2 K 21*- »• 7. 

> 2 K 237. |2 K 2311. {2K23. 

f,2K23». «2K24*r.. «2K25|Jer62. 
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buildings were needed. The space on which these 
had been built was now devoted, accordingly, to 
that outer court which is the grand feature of this 
new temple. Israel had suffered for want of proper 
reverence. God had not been worshipped with 
becoming respect. His house had been desecrated, 
the sacrifices profaned. Now the house was to be 
shut off from secular buildings. In close proximity 
to it the priests alone were to be allowed ; it was 
only in the large outer court, which stood where pre- 
viously the royal buildings were, that the common 
people could gather. There was to be a new land 
separated to Jehovah, and cut off on the west by the 
sea, and on the east by the rapid Jordan and its 



consequent freedom from practical restraints. The 
area it covered was a square 500 cubits a on each 
side. The proportion 2 : 1 obtains largely. The 
gateways are 50 cubits long and 25 broad. The 
house with walls and chambers had a length of 
100 cubits and a breadth of 50. Between the house 
and the 3 inner gates was a square of 100 cubits 
each side. A glance at the plan below will show 
the thoroughly symmetrical character of the whole. 
From square to square is 50 cubits. 

The temple area was encompassed by a wall (g h i j) 
6 cubits high and of the same thickness. £ In the 
centre of the N., E. and S. walls there were gate- 
way87(GGG). Just opposite to them, towards 
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f D ! J— the encompassing walla. O O G = the S outer gates. G 1 G 1 G' = the 8 inner gate*. PP'=prie8ts' cells. H= 
(lUkdl and debir). A = altar of burnt-offerings. The numbers around the outer walls mark the cells. 
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seas, or rather lakes. But of that all-holy land the 
temple hill was to be first secured as a kind of 
tirumdh a or first-fruits. An enclosed land was to 
have its sanctuary enclosed— nay, doubly enclosed, 
the inner enclosure for the priests alone. It is no 
doubt this idea of the holiness of Jehovah and His 
house that prompted the prophet, in the spirit of 
his time and people, to appropriate the whole of the 
upper hill for his temple, and to substitute the outer 
court for Solomon's all-encompassing great court. 

A leading feature in Ezekiel's temple is its 
$ymmctry : this is due to its ideal character, and its 

• mjnfl, of. Nu 15"*- 18"* 31". 



the inside and exactly 100 cubits distant, there 
were three gates of the same construction leading 
into the inner court y (G 1 G 1 G 1 ). Within the pre- 
cincts of the inner court was the house, embracing 
both lwkil or Holy Place and dibtr or Most Holy 
Place (H). In our more detailed description we 
shall follow the order in which the angel showed 
the temple to the prophet in the vision. We 

« Ezk 42'« not ' reeds ' as MT. The LXX has simply 500, but 
in v." it has 'cubits,' which should be understood in v.l«, a* the 
general measurements and other passages show. 

Ezk 40». y see below for full description. 

1 The plan is adapted from Benzinger's Ueb. Arch. 394. Ben- 
zinger takes his from Stade, Gesck. u. 61. The squares are doe 
to Benzinger. 
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begin, therefore, at the eastern gate of the outer 
court. 

The first thing we encounter as we approach the 
eastern gateway is the ascent by 7 steps a to the 
level of the outer court, which was higher than 
the ground outside. At the inner gate there was 
a corresponding flight of steps which conducted to 
the inner court, but here there were 8 steps p not 7. 
In a similar way an ascent of 10 steps had to be 
made before the house could be entered.7 The 
whole constituted thus three terraces, all which 
would yield a commanding view from the moun- 
tains and high ground around, and from the lowest 
court. 

Height of step*. — According to Ezk 41* the 10 steps leading 
immediately to the house were equal to an elevation of 6 cubits, 
i.r. each step was j of a cubit high. The other steps were 
probably o( the same height 




710. •.—AH OUTER OATH. 



Having reached the topmost of the steps in front 
of the outer gateway, we enter the gateway itself, 
which, as is common in the East, has rooms on 
both sides, 6 though it has none above, such as 
are often fonnd in Eastern countries, and, indeed, 
not seldom in Europe. First of all we enter the 
threshold e (T), an open space with a length f (E. 
to W.\ of 6 cubits v and a breadth f of 10 cubits. 

Passing beyond the threshold, we find right and 
left of ns guard-rooms t in which the temple officers 
were stationed to keep order and to watch the 
house, k These were four-square, the side being 6 
cubits. Five cubits farther on there were two 
identical guard-rooms, and the same distance yet 
farther to the west there were two more. There 
were thus six guard rooms in all ( Fig. Q,GGGGGG). 

No doors are mentioned as belonging to the guard- 
rooms, but it is probable that on the sides towards 
the outer court there were doors. On the inner 
side of each guard room there was a 'border' (RV) 
or * barrier 'X (Com ill, Bertholet, A. B. Davidson) 
(see Fig. 6, mn), of one cubit thickness. The purpose 
of this barrier was to enable the sentry to see along 
the whole length of the gateway without being 
jostled by the crowd that passed in and out. Of 
its form we are told nothing, but it was probably 
simply a straight stone wall, a cubit in thickness 
and 6 cubits across. Between the guard-rooms 

« Ezk iCfi, cf. 40»- *. B 4031. y 40 * 4 18 . 

t 2 8 18* ; cf. Layard, Nin. and Bab. 67, and note. 
1 10 40«. 

? Length in Ezekiel is greater dimension, breadth the smaller 
dimension. 

n C«. the breadth of the outer wall, with which it ran 
parallel. 

8 Bertholet (see on 40"-") gives no good reason for making 
the breadth (Ezekiel's length) other than 10 cubits. His mis- 
applied ingenuity arises from his acceptance of 40H» which 
Smend and Comill rightly reject. 

1 kb 407, AV * little chamber ' ; RV * lodge,' < guard chamber.' 

>1K 14*, cf. 2 K 11*. A Sl3| Ezk 40". 

VOL. IV.— 45 



there were 'posts' (EV) or 1 wall fronts 'a (A. B. 
Davidson) (Fig. 6, J J J J), which from guard -room 
to guard-room were 5 cubits. There were four in 
all— two on each side. Their use was purely archi- 
tectural. At the west end of the guard-rooms 
there was a second threshold /3 (2"), the same in 
all respects as the other, but acting as threshold 
to one entering from the outer court, as the other 
did to one entering from the outside. 

We now enter the porch (P), an empty space 8 
cubits long (E. to W.), c d, and 20 broad (N. to &.),y 
ki. The breadth of the gateway ail along its 
length was 10 cubits, S except where the barriers 
occur : these occupying a cubit each side would 
reduce the distance between the guard-rooms 
from barrier to barrier (mmn n) to 8 cubits. 
The length of the gateway, leaving out the steps, 
which are not counted, was 50 cubits, e and it was 
wholly roofed, as may be gathered from the fact 
that guard-rooms and intervening ' posts' required 
windows. The length of the gateway is thus 
made up — 



Outer threshold (T) a b . 

8 guard-rooms (O O O) . 

2 'poet*' or ' wall fronts ' (J J) . 

Inner threshold (I") n e 

Porch (P)ed 

' Posts ' or ' wall front*' (J V) d e 

Total 



. 6 cubit*. 

. 18 .. 

. 10 „ 

• « .. 

. 8 .. 

. * ., 

. 60 cubit*. 



Windows. — According to Ezk 40 16 there were 
windows in the guard-rooms, in the 1 posts ' be- 
tween them, and in the porch. Those of the guard- 
rooms looked out into the court, and lighted at 
once the rooms themselves and also the adjoining 
gateway, f The windows in the ' posts ' extended 
all through their thickness of 6 cubits. If these 
posts were solid walls, it must have been so, and 
not, as Davidson's diagram v represents, a mere 
opening on the outside wall. On the nature and 
function of the windows see above. There must 
have been windows on the north and south of the 
porch, and probably the ' post ' walls had them 
too. See Fig. 6. The end * posts ' {d e) had palm 
trees engraved on them.ff 

The north and south gates are said to have been 
exactly like the eastern gate, and so did not need 
separate description. 

Outer court.— For remarks on the function and 
significance of the outer court see above. And 

• 40") trS-M ; LXX mUft. fi 407. 

y The width ot the porch (N. to 8. ) is not given in the MT. In 
Ezk 40'*, however, we read, ' He made also post* of 60 cubits.' 
Kliefoth, followed by Heng.,KeiI, Schroder (Lange), Perrot and 
Chipiez— (see their restorations]— and others defend the text as 
it stanHs. The two ' posts ' at the end of the porch were like 
church steeples— so says Kliefoth ; and it was such gate pillars 
that suggested our church steeples. But the ' post* ' in question 
formed no part of the sanctuary, as church steeples usually do : 
unless, indeed, Kl. was thinking of the campanile or bell-tower 
churches, such a* is to be seen at Chichester, etc It is far more 
sensible to emend the text with the aid of the LXX, and to 
read, 'And he measured the porch (changing D'^'H 'Him to 

'flam) 20 cubit* ' ; i.e. in breadth— the other measurement* 
have been given : thus Smend, Comill, Davidson, and Bertholet. 
This would leave 6 cubits for the two side walls, ie. 2J cubits 
apiece. The ' jambs ' or post* towards the outside (d e) are said 
to have had a thickness of 2 cubits. 
t 40"». 

■ Ezk 40U. The statement in v." that the gateway was 26 
cubit*, though supported by the Versions, is in direct collision 
with v.i8, and must, with Smend and Comill, be rejected as an 
interpolation. Bott., Hits., Haw, and Keil retain, however, 
and explain thus : the whole gateway OV'B*) consisted of a 
covered portion at each end, with an unroofed space in the 
middle. It is, they hold, the covered part that is meant in 
v.U. But if so, why is this not stated T Bertholet* defence 
of the words require* a non-natural interpretation of the 
verse. 

J The 'barrier' was probably a wall sufficiently low for the 
light to pass over it. There is nothing in the text opposed to 
thin. There might have been windows in the barrier itself ; this 
is likely if the barrier walls were high. 

n Com. p. 294. 9 Kxk 40«- «•«. 
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for considerations showing that the first temple 
had but one court, see * Court ' under SOLOMOS'S 
TEMPLE. The outer court was comparatively free 
from buildings. Besides the north, east, and 
south gates, it had 30 cells a ranged along its outer 
walls. 

The SO oelU (Fig. 6, L 2. 3, etc.) which went around the 
court were used for keeping utensils and provisions, and served 
also as residences for the pries ts.^ They were also used for 
sacrificial feasts. The ancient high places had connected with 
them a festive chamber, where sacriflci&l meals were partaken 
of.y 

We are not told the sire of these cells, nor how they were 
distributed. A stone pavement extended from the outer-wall 
to a distance corresponding to the gateways, i.e. 44 cubits, 
which with the width of the wall (8 cubits) made 60 cubits. 
The cells are said to have been 'upon the pavement,' which 
seems to mean that they had the pavement for floor. But the 

E reposition rendered 'upon ' means prevailingly ' to,' t and the 
ebrew permits the translation : ' the cells were attached to 
the pavement,' i.e. they were placed at the termination of the 
pavement without being on it But the analogy of other cells 
makes it practically certain that these were attached to the 
boundary wall. Taking this for granted, the prophet is quite 
silent as to how they were arranged. 

Most authorities— Stade, i Benxinger.f Nowack » (both the 
latter follow Stade closely), Davidson, Perrot and Chipiex, Keil, 
etc.— place 10 cells on the north, east, and south sides, leaving 
the west side for the binyiln I (rig. 6, B). Five are supposed to 
be on each side of the respective outer gates. This answers well 
to the symmetry so characteristic of Exekiels temple. Orelli 
and Bertholet— the latter treads closely in the footsteps of his 
Basel colleague— allocate six of these cells to the west side, 8 on 
each side of the binyan (B). There are then 8 on each of the 
remaining 3 sides, 4 on one side of each gate and 4 on the 
other. The binydn occupying but a small part of the western 
wall, leaves room enough for 3 cells ou each side of it. The 
words 'chambers and a pavement' made for the court round 
about,, support the plan of nutting cells on each of the 4 
sides, unless, indeed, with Kliefoth and Cornill, we limit the 
words ' round about ' to the pavement 

Opinions are divided also as to the way in which the cells 
stood in relation to one another. Keil » maintains that the 
cells on each side of the north, east, and south gates were but 
rooms in one building, like the rooms of a house. He has there- 
fore on his plan but 6 buildings for the 30 cells, 5 cells in each. 
But in that case we should have expected to read of 8 build- 
ings, and not merely of 30 cells. Davidson separates the cells 
by an intervening space. A Stade, Bens., Now., Orelli, Berth., 
and Perrot and Chtpiez Join the cells, putting a mere wall 
between tbem ; and this is -the likeliest view, for on Davidson's 
conception there would be a considerable waste of labour and 
materials in the extra walls required. 

Pavement.— The pavement already spoken of is 
called the * lower pavement, V from which one would 
infer that the inner and upper court r was also 
paved. Smend concludes from 2 Ch 7* and Aris- 
teas' letter that the whole of the inner court was 
paved. Cornill rejects the words as an interpola- 
tion, though on purely subjective grounds. 

Kitchens. — In each of the four comers of the 
outer court there was a kitchen in which the sacri- 
ficial meals were got ready,$ the oize of each being 
40 cubits long by 30 broad. The ' ministers o'f the 
house 'o boiled in them what the people brought 
to be sacrificed. 

The Inner Court.— The inner court was for the 
priests alone ; and its being thus exclusively used, 
and there being more than one court at all, marks 
a new step in the religion of Israel. As compared 
with the outer and larger court, the inner was 
crowded with buildings having to do with the 
temple service, particulars of which will be found 
below. From the externa) margin of the outer 
walls to the walls of the inner court there was a 
distance of 150 cubits. The entrance to the inner 

• For the sake of distinctness we use 'cell' for n#S. ' guard- 
room ' for K?, and • chamber 1 for p*»*. Indian, Egyptian, etc., 
temples, as is well known, contained also, within their courts, 
dwellings for priests, besides kitchens, refectories, etc. See 
Beale a Guide to Archttecture, p. 84. 

/9 Esk 40" 48 42HT- ; cf. 1 Ch 9», Est 10», Neh 13W. 

y 1 S °* ; cf. Jer 36* 38". » <,» 

i Getch. ii. 61. { Heb. Arch. „ Heb. Arch. 

6 Ezk 41". , Exk 40" 3'3p 3*3$. 

• Com. p. 353, pi. 1. x Com. p. 290 u 40". 
» 4G». { 46»-*r 

• ».« the subordinate officials ; cf. Ezk 44>0-i4. 



court was by means of 3 gates opposite to the 3 
outer gates and of the same construction, only 
that the parts— threshold to porch — occurred in 
reverse order ; the porch of the inner gate being 
next the steps, and not farthest away, as in the 
outer gate, etc. There were 8, not 7 steps between 
the two courts — a sign perhaps of the increase*! 
progress in holiness as compared with the passage 
from the outside to the first court. 

Sacrificial cell and tables about the porch of the 
inner Northern (or Eastern?) Gate. — On one side 
of the inner northern gateway, joining the porch, 
and with a passage into the {torch, there was a 
cell, not further described as to structure, size, or 
position. Smend a represents it as on the sout h 
side of the porch, having the same length and a 
third of its breadth. This cell was used for washing 
the burnt-ott'erings./S 

Kliefoth, Keil, and Schroder (lange) maintain that the sacri- 
fices were washed— the last process they were put through 
before they were laid upon the altar— at each of the 3 inner 
gates. Indeed Kliefoth goes so far as to say that there were 
two washing cells attached to each porch of the inner gates, 
one on each side. But the slaughtering took place at one gate 
only,? and it is practically certain that the washing did too. 
' Gates' in v.» should be read 'gate' with the LXX and man 
authorities. 

Another debated and debateable question is— Which gate is 
meant at which this washing cell was situated? Ew., Hits., 
8mend, Corn., and Berth, hold that it is the ess tern, their 
principal grounds being, that (1) the eastern gate was the most 
sacred, that (2) the stream that supplied water for washing the 
sacrifices passed by the east end of the temple, 3 and that (3) at 
the N. and S. gates there were other buildings • (fig. 5, P P '). On 
the other hand, Bottcher.J Havernick, and Davidson hold that 
the northern gate is meant,* and for reasons which, to the 
present writer, appear conclusive. Here are some of them : — 
(1) The prophet is already at the N. gate. Cornill gets rid of 
this difficulty by his usual and often successful way of emend- 
ing the text In the beginning of v.** he introduces a clause 
answering to the beginning of v.* 8 ' And he brought me to the 
door of the porch of the eaitern gate.' But he has absolutely 
no external support for the change thus made. (2) According 
to the regulations in Leviticus,* the slaughtering of animals 
for sacrifice was to take place at the N. side of the altar in 
the case of burnt-, sin-, and trespass-offerings. No directions 
are given as to peace-offerings.* It is to be expected be- 
forehand that Esekiel's legislation and that of the Priestly 
Code would tally. (3) The N. gate is colled in 8* the • gate of 
the altar.' Since it was to this gate that the people brought 
their offerings, it was the most frequented. The two E gates 
were kept shut except on Sabbaths and new moons.* or on 
other special occasions when the prince desired te present 
freewill-offerings.* The western gate was closed by buildings 
connected with the temple. In the pre -exilic temple the S. 
gate was joined to the palace court, which is partly true of the 
eastern gate as well. 

Passing into the inner N. gate, on both sides of 
the porch — which is first reached — we see 4 tablets 
2 on each side (T'), on which the burnt-, sin-, and 
trespass-ott'erings were slain ; n or at least they 
were used in connexion with the slaying of these 
sacrifices, as Keil and Davidson understand the 
words. The actual slaughtering took place prob- 
ably on 4 tables outside, the 4 inside tables being 
used in that case for preparing the sacrifices for 
the altar. According to Lv 1" 6 19 7* the above- 
named sacrifices had to be killed on the N. side of 
the altar.r If these tables were placed near the 
N! gate, this requirement of P would be met. 

There were without the porch two tables on each 
side — 4 in all (T) ; on these, as stated above, the 
actual slaughtering took place. £ In addition to 
the 8 tables noticed above there were 4 of hewn 
stone, each with a length and breadth of one cubit 
and a half, having a height of one cubit. They 
had ledges running round the 4 top edges a hand- 

« Com. p. 330. /?£»k 40». y 40». 

» Ezk 47". • 40*«. ; JVofts*. 

,4U»-». * 1" 4*. » » 6" 7* 14". 

, 5* * ". s 4V*. A 48". 

Im 40». » See above. 

{4040. Bottcher contends that these table* stood in the 
outer court, two at each of the angles formed by the steps and 
the gate front His reasoning turns chiefly on the meaning of 
•jrif, rendered ' side.' See Proben, etc p. 330 f. But we ha\ e 
certainly to seek some spot in the inner court in which the) 
angel and prophet now are. 
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breadth in width : those turned inwards. The 
instruments made use of in the burnt-offerings 
were kept on these stone table*. a 

Priests' cells p (P P').— Close to the N. and S. 
inner gates there were 2 cells for the officiating 



inner gates there was a square, having 100 cubits 
to the side (a b c d). The altar (A) was probably 
in the centre, and therefore equally visible from nil 
the inner gates. a The space between the altar 
and the house was deemed specially sacred. £ 




fio. 7. 

•ST=steps before the porch. P= porch. H-htttil. D >= dfhtr. EB'^H and S. entrances to 

chambers. S S' = stairs connecting the storeys. B - lions. J = Jachin. M = the tnumi&h. 
T-the alUr-shaped table of shewbread. 



priests. The N. cell (P) was for the priests who 
saw to the house, 7 its gates, sacrifices, etc. The 
other (P') was for the Zadokite priests who had 
charge of the altar. 

Between the house and the inner ends of the 

m 40«. 40**-*. 

y In 44 16 " 31 the Levites are said to have charge of tho house. 



2. The House and its Measurements. y— The 
house and its appurtenances formed a square of 
100 cubits each way. The manner in which this is 
made up will be shown in summary after the 
several details have been considered. 



• Cf. 4813"-. 
y Ezk 40*8-414. 



Ezk 816, Ji 217, Mt 23*. 
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The north a ( P).— The porch (Fig. 7) was 20 cubits 
from N. to S. (d c), ana 11 cubits, or rather 12,/S 
from E. to W. [d /). The platform of the house 
was 6 cubits higher than the ordinary level of the 
inner court : this was reached by 10 steps.-/ Close 
to the ' posts ' or ' wall fronts ' of the porch were 
two pillars, 5 the Boaz and Jachin of 1 K V 1 (B J). 

The hikal or Holy Place t (H).-The hikal was 
40 cubits-long (E. to W.) and 20 -broad (N. to S.)— 
inside measurements. The posts of the entrance 
wall (i h) were 6 cubits thick. The door or entrance 
way into the hikal was 10 cubits (A h, i i). 

The dibtr or Most Holy Placet (D, Fig. 7).— 
The debtr was a cube of 20 cubits each way. Its 
posts (o p) were 2 cubits in thickness, this being 
the thickness of the wall (n o) which extended 
from the N. and S. walls of the house to the door. 
This wall v (n o) was 7 cubits wide, leaving 6 cubits 
for the door.0 

Doors of hikal and dSbir.i — Both hikal and 
dibtr had folding doors of the kind already de- 
scribed, k It is not said that the dibtr of Solomon's 
temple had such doors. The doors of the hikal 
were carved with cherubim and palm trees, X as 
the hikal walls were./u The porch entrance (a-a : 
b-b) — we read of no door — was 14 cubits wide./* 
The door or entrance to the hikal was 10 cubits 
wide.r that of the dibtr being 6.£ The entrances 
were therefore in the proportion 7:5:3(14:10:6). 
It is singular, though probably only a coincidence, 
that the wall projections ( = 1 sidepieces ') o had 
exactly opposite ratios, viz. 3 (za) : 5 (fh) : 7 (» 0). 

The side chambers. On every side of the house 
except the east, Ezekiel's temple, like Solomon's, 
had side chambers. The MT gives the number 
of them as 33, and Smend displays much in- 
genuity in justifying, the text, which in this con- 
nexion is by universal confession very corrupt. In 
favour of there being 30 are the L XX, Josephus,p 
Bdttcher, Cornill, and most recent authorities, as 
also is the fact that there were 30 cells along 
the outer wall, not to add the greater symmetry 
of the round number. In Kings the number is 
not given. The chambers, arranged as in Solo- 
mon's temple in 3 storeys, were on the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd etoreys respectively, 4, 5, and 6 cubits broad : 
in the first temple the figures were 5, 6, and 7. 
The 2nd and 3rd storeys rested upon rebatements, 
on which see p. 699 b . Concerning the rebates in 
the temple wall, the ladders by which the upper 
storeys were reached, and the uses of the chambers, 
see above, p. 699 b . 

Ezekiel's temple had doors (EE'), oneN., one S., 
by which admission to the chambers could be ob- 
tained. There was but one for the first temple, 
and it was situated at the south s (see Fig. 2, E). 
There was probably a ladder at each entrance : 
Ezekiel's temple would thus have two ladders 
(SS') t Solomon's temple one (Fig. 2, S). 

The munnah,T or 'what was left' (EV).— On 
the outside of the chambers N. and S. there was 
an empty margin of 5 cubits (M). It was out 
of this munnah that entrance was had to the 
chambers through the two doors (E E'). 

«o>t. 

Thus the LXX ; and the other measurements require 12. 
See Summary at p. 708 h . 

y Elk 418. i 4(H». See Boaz. 

1 41"-. ? «». 

n41». LXX correctly rks inuuSttu t»5 Bvpifxcmt, reading 
nterpi instead of arjhi (' and the width '). 

» 41». 1 «»■*. 

x Above, p. TOO*, Pig. 4. X 41* 41»"»-. 

/* Though the Hebrew does not give the width, it is supplied 
by the LXX of 41 AS . Adding to this 14 cubits the two project- 
ing walls (d 6, b e) we get 6 ( = 2 x 3) + 14 = 20, the width of the 
porch (N. to 8.), which is a confirmation of the LXX. 

, 41*. i 413. . 41». 

w «M1. f Ant. vm. UL 2. ] 

flKA rn)9E*k41»-". I 



The gizrah,a or ' separate place ' (EV). —On every 
side except the E. there was a space of 20 cubits, 
called the gizrah (Fig. 5, beef). This court ran 
round the whole house buildings, including the 
munnah, on N. and S. ; or it went round the raised 
platform on which these stood. Reckoning to- 
gether gizrah, munnah, chambers, and house, there 
was a breadth (N. to S. ) of 1U0 cubits, which makes 
it highly probable that the gizrah formed part of 
the upper platform, instead of merely enclosing 
it. The text/3 is silent as to any use to which 
the gizrah was put. Perhaps, like our cloisters, 
it was for the priests to exercise themselves in, 
and take fresh air when unable to get farther 
afield. 

The binyan y or « building ' (EV).— On the W. side 
of the house and adjoining the gizrah there was a 
rectangular structure called, apparently, techni- 
cally binyan (Fig. 5, B), the inside measurements of 
which were 70 cubits from E. to W. and 90 from 
N. to S. Its encompassing wall was 5 cubit* in 
thickness. Its W. limit reached to the western 
wall and joined it, as may be seen from the dimen- 
sions below : — 



Length of binyan (E. to W.) . 
2 walls of do. (E- and W.) 2 x 5 
Qirrah 



70 cubits. 
10 ,. 



Total . . . 100 cubits. 
"We know that the western side of the house was 
100 cubits from the outer wall, so that there could 
be no space between the latter and the binyan. 

TheniusS contends strongly that there was such an inter- 
vening space, and that behind the binyan there were gates 
through which wood and animals to be sacrificed were brought 
into the temple area, and through which refuse of evert- kind 
was carried away. Klief. and Keil hold that the bins/an was 
made for the purpose of receiving the offal of Uie sacrifices and 
the sweepings of the gates. Curry 1 says the carcase of tbe 
sin-offering was burnt at this building.? 

It is very probable that by the binyan we are to understand 
tbe same as the d*tt-i5?i of 2 K 23" (places in which horse* 
and chariots were kept) and the 1719 of 1 Ch 26 1 * (a part of the 
temple west of the bouse, of which the priests had charge). 

In Elk 4U*» we read of the binyan and its 'galleries ' : for tbe 
last word we should certainly read, with Corn, and others, 
' walls.' 9 This is confirmed by calculation. Adding 90 cubit*, 
the N. to 8. dimension, to the widths of the two enclosing walls 
(5+5=10), we get 100 cubits. Besides, in no other place do we 
read of there being galleries in the binyan. 

General measurements of the house. — The house 
and its belongings formed a square of 100 cubits a 
side, 1 as shown below — 

From E. to W. we have these details (see Fig. 7>— 

ab Porch wall, Ezk 40*» 5 cubits. 

df Porch, 40** 12 „ 

Jk Wall of hikal, 411 8 „ 

in Length of hikal, 41* 40 „ 

nr Wall of «MMr,41» 2 „ 

rs Length of deTAr, 414 20 „ 

Walls of house (W.X 41* . . . . 6 „ 

1, 2, etc., Side chambers, 41 3 . . . . 4 „ 

Wall of side chambers, 41* . . . 5 „ 



Total 



. lOOcub'.U. 



This calculation proves that the wiunndA (If) did not extend U 

the W. side. 
These are the dimension* from N. to S. — 

Breadth of house, Exk 41* .... 20 cubits. 

81de walls, 41», 6+6 12 „ 

Side chambers, 41«, 4+4 . . . 8 „ 

Walls of side chambers. 41». 6+5 . . . 10 „ 

Munnah, E. and W., 41», 5+5 . . . 10 „ 

Gizrah, E. and W., 41", 20+20 . . 40 ,. 



Total 



. 100 cubit*. 



m .Til}, from Esk 411*" 42>- ««•• ». 

& Ezit 41". y ps, lit * building,' from ."U? ' to build.' 

i See Da* vortx. Jem*, und deten Temptl, Tat. iii. fig. 3. 

i Speaker-* Comm. ( Exk 43*1. 

n AV ' suburbs,' RV ' precincts.' Both Tn$ and ijr® are 
derived by Oeaen. (The*.) from Peru, far war, a summer-house, 
open on all sides to admit air. He considers the 'parbar' of 
1 Ch 261 8 to have been an open porch adjoining tbe temple. 
In Rabbinical -Hebrew (Mishna, etc) parbar means tempk 
court, and also suburbs of a city. See, further, art. Pasjujl 

rnvp for D'p'pfcL < 41"»-». 
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Decoration of the inside of the house. —The walls a 
of hekdl, dUbir, and porch were wainscotted, as 
were also the closed windows./S The wall decora- 
tion was arranged in compartments or fields,? in 
each of which a cherub and palm tree were en- 
graved, the cherub having faces of man and lion, 
one face looking upon the other. 5 On the side walls 
of the porch, palm trees alone were carved. 

Windows. — Little is said about the windows of 
Ezekiel's temple. Those of the gateway.e the 
porch.f and the houses are characterized as 
* closed,' 6 i.e. 'latticed.' In 1 K 6* the windows 
of Solomon's temple are further characterized as 
4 beamed.' This second feature is probably under- 
stood of Ezekiel's temple too. See more fully above 
(p. 700*) on windows of Solomon's temple. 

Priests' cells in the Inner Courts — N. and S. of 
the gizrdh there were 4 rows of cells in which the 
priests ate the holy food and deposited their 
garments, two rows being on the N. and two 
on the S. First there was one abutting upon the 
gizrdh and lying along its whole length of 100 
cubits. Then came a parade or walk 10 cubits 
broad of the same length. Next to this, parallel 
to the gizrdh and the first row of cells, was a half 
row, starting at the west, the remaining space 

a 




Contents of the house—In the hekdl of Ezekiel's? 
temple there was nothing except the cedar wood 
altar, a which was 2 cubits in both length and 
breadth /3 and 3 cubits high. It had raised 
corners,-? wrongly culled horns 8 by the LXX, and 
is described as a 'table (set) before Jehovah.'* 
The altar of burnt-offering is also called the table 
of Jehovah.f It cannot be the altar of incense 
that is meant, for we find no such table mentioned 
earlier than P. No doubt we are to understand 
the altar-shaped table of shewbread ( Fig. 7, T), as in 
Solomon's temple, this table occupying the Barae 
position in both temples. Of other tables or of 
lampstands not a word is written. Nor is anything 
said about what the dibir contained. This may, 
of course, be due to the brevity with which the 
house is treated ; but as a matter of fact we do not 
read of the ark after the destruction of Solomon's 
temple. ij 

Ezekiel's altar is much more elaborate than that 
of Solomon's temple, and owing to the large num- 
ber of technical terms and other difficulties it is 
harder to reconstruct. 

The altar was in form as if made up of four 
square blocks of stone, the lowest being the largeot, 
the next being smaller to the extent of one cubit 

<? 

A* 



d' 



A 



K' 



To Cubits 



no. 8. — altar op BUKir-orraniiro nr kzxkul'b tkmplb.< 



being taken up by a wall. The chambers had 
3 storeys, but no pillars supporting them, as the 
30 cells' of the outer court had. The cells on the 
upper storey were narrower than the two below, 
so that in the direction of the house there was a 
balcony, or rather corridor. The entrance to the 
cells was at the E. end, and was apparently on 
lower ground than that on which the cells were.* 
BerthoTet concludes from this that the entrance 
was thus on the outer court level. 

The MT doti not say anything as to the number of cells there 
were, but the LXX gives the number as SO in its best copies 
(A, etc.) : ie. 15 N. and the same number S., 10 in each full row 
and 5 in each half row. The total would, according to this, be 
identical with the cells along the outer wall. 



«».e. the walls enclosing the openings rendered 'openings.' 
These walls were themselves covered with beams; cf. D'Ci^ 
1 K 0* : it was on these beams that the wood-carving was done. 
Berth., on account of the difficulty of understanding how 
windows could be covered with wood, rejects this clause ; yet 
it is found in all the M SS and versions. 

'Galleries' of MT must go— so LXX, Cornill, Davidson. 
Other changes are necessary in 41 w . 

y nrip ; cf. Neh 3"- »»• ». The LXX omits the word. 

t Not four faces, like the cherubim of ch. 1. More than two 
feces could not be represented on a flat surface. 

• Ezk 43»«. { 41*. t> 41>«. 

OTptp*. > 41"> 42>-". » Ezk 42». 



each side, the third and fourth having a superficial 
area less than the block below also of one cubit 
each side. There was thus a ledge or margin * of 
one cubit in width at the basis of the three upper 
blocks (Fig. 8 d rf', e e', g g'). On the outer half of 
the lowest margin there was an upright parapet X 
(g h, g' A'), forming a kind of channel into which, 
according to tradition, the sacrificial blood flowed, 
whence it was conducted by a subterranean passage 
to the Wady Kidron./* The altar was not made of 
solid stone ; its interior was of earth, v but this 
was covered with stones, just as the altar of 
Solomon's temple had a covering of brass. The 

• 4i«. 

3 The breadth is not given in MT, but it is supplied by the 
LXX. 

y ntyitp?. » ui/mrm. , 41». 

{ Ezk 4159. „ See Am. 8 3}, Vl3J, ATI, T]W. 

,Ezk43U<r-. 

a p'n. The majority of commentators follow the Targum, 
and make this word stand for 'basement,' 3? being really the 
word used for this. Thus Gesen. (Thet.), 11a v., Kei], Corn., 
Orelli, Bertholet, and Kraetzxchinar. The view favoured in the 
text above is defended by Villalpando (M608) and other older 
commentators, and by Sniend (see his Kztehiel, where the argu- 
ments are given). 

* *35. M Yotm ill. l. > Ex sow- 
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altar had, however, the appearance of three blocks 
of solid stone, with three successive terraces, the 
lowest of them being bound by a parapet half a 
cubit wide. The uppermost surface was a square 
of 12 cubits each way ; and as on this the sacnhces 
were offered, it is called, by way of pre-eminence, 
the altar. a 

Kcil and Cornill maintain that the altar proper was a cube 
of 1*2 cubits a side, the rest of the structure (all except bb'kt) 
being added for use or ornament, but forming no part of the 
altar ; but in the text the word ' altar ' is used of the entire 
structure ; ,3 and this larger sense is defended by Kliefoth, Ewald, 
Smend, A. B. Davidson, and Bertholet. 

The 'dri'ely or altar-hearth had four horns (ba, 
b'a'), each a cubit high, rising out of its four 
corners. 6" The uppermost surface was, as stated, 
a square of 12 cubits on each side. The highest 
block (A ) had a thickness of 4 cubits. The area 
of the next block (B) was a square of 2 cubits 
more on each side ; that is, it was 14 cubits a side, 
and it had a thickness of 4 cubits. The third 
block from the top (C) had for its surface a square 
of 16 cubits on each side, and a thickness of 2 
cubits. The lowest block, the back or base,c had 
for its upper surface a square of 18 cubits a side, 
and a thickness of one cubit. The height of the 
upper surface of the whole was 12 cubits, as is 
seen from the following details : — 

Basement (3|) 1 cubit. 

Lower block (n-vy); 2 cubits. 

Higher block (rrjjy) I 4 „ 

Block of altar hearth (Sk"*) . . . 4 „ 

Horns 1 cubit. 

Total . . . 12 cubits. 

The proportion of height and (assumed) basement is t(=ii),n 
a favourite ratio with Ezekiel. Note further that the height is 
identical with the altar surface : thus we get a cube (a * : a' t). 
In the calculation of height the horns are included. In fact 
the horns seem to have been an essential part, nay the most 
sacred part, of the altar.0 On them the blood was sprinkled ; 
and to them fugitives came, feeling safe if they had hold of 
them. In early times the altar possessed no horns.i Stade.x 
Nowack,» and others regard the horns as a survival of the bull 
image of Jehovah worshipped in the N. kingdom, which was 
also a representation of deities worshipped by the Egyptians, 
Oanaanites, and Phoenicians. The holy stone or altar, it has 
been said, was in early times covered by the skin of the animal 
sacrificed, the skin of the bull having the horns attached. But 
why, in that case, was not the altar constructed with (too horns, 
the number on one skin, instead of double that number 1 Villal- 

S and ox thought the horns trophies of the animals sacrificed to 
od. Spencer ** inclines to the opinion that the horns were 
expressive of dignity, the horn being a decoration worn by 
distinguished persons. 

iii. ZER U BBA BEL'S TEMPLE.-1\\fs temple erected 
by the Jews who returned from exile Is called Zernb- 
babel's, because he was the leader in promoting its 
erection, supporting Haggai and Zechariah in their 
endeavours to urge the people to build when the 
latter were inclined to relax. He was grandson of 
Jehoiachin and probably nephew of Sheshbazzar. r 
In the spring of B.c. 537, forty - nine years after 

» SrjOT '• ^"BS 1 ? : ' or the proper writing of the word see 
SBOT, notes on Isaiah 21U (Cheyne), and on Ezekiel 4S'» (Toy). 
It is probable that the word is not compound, the ending being 
a mere noun suffix as in Srp, l ?"")5, and So Cheyne and 

Kroetzschmar, following Ewald (see Comm. and Gram. 6 163</). 
The word simply means in that case ' burning place,' from rnt< 
' to burn.' 

fi 8ee Ezk 43"*. y So Cheyne would read it 

» V.l». i 3j. 

? EV 4 settle * ; the Heb. word means elsewhere court or 
enclosure, from a Semitic root meaning to press in, to en- 
close. Perhaps the word stands in Ezk 43" strictly for the 
surrounding ledge of one cubit width ; then for the square 
block above it. 

„ Ezk 40« 412>. e Cf. Am 31-). 

i Ex 20* (Book of Cov.) ; cf. 8tade, Getch. i. 465 ; Now. Htb. 
Arch, ii. 18. 

* Loc ext. a On Ezekiel, ii. 393. 

p he Legibus, ii. 677 (ed. Tub. 1732). 
» Called Sauubassar by the best Greek authorities. 



the temple had been destroyed, Sheshbazzara was 
sent by Cyrus, king of Persia, to be governor of 
Judaea. He received permission to take with him 
his leading fellow-countrymen from Babylon, to 
restore their Jewish religion and rebuild the 
temple./? Sheshbazzar was accompanied by his 
nephew Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest, 
representing respectively the royal and priestly 
lines. Cyrus not only gave orders that the temple 
should be re-erected, but he gave Sheshbazzar power 
to carry with him the sacred vessels taken by 
Nebuchadnezzar from the temple, and imposed a 
tax upon the provinces west of the Euphrates to 
meet the expenses of the return of the Jews to 
their own country. -y Phoenicia and Tyre were to 
supply the wood from Lebanon, and to send it on 
rafts to Joppa. J Whether all the instructions 
given by the Persian king were carried out we 
have no means of knowing. 

Seven months after the Return, the altar of burnt- 
offering was erected, e probably upon the same site 
as the old one. The bnilding of the house was 
slower work, but a collection was made to meet 
the needful outlay.f In the 2nd month of the 
2nd year after the Return, the foundation-stone 
was laid. 77 Then there was a pause in the work 
owing to the opposition of the mixed population of 
Samaria, 6 who, as not being pure Israelites, were 
not allowed to share in the rebuilding of the 
temple.t 

There is no confirmation of the statements that the people 
of Samaria intrigued with the Persian king to authoritatively 
stop the work. According to Haggai and Zechariah, it was the 
indifference of the people that was at the root of the, delay. 
See Especially Zee 1-8, where the various cUfBbultiea are met in 
the successive visions. 

Nothing further was done until B.C. 520, the 
2nd year of the reign of Darius Hystaspis. Shesh- 
bazzar was probably dead now, and the lead was 
taken up by his nephew and successor Zerubbabel, 
aided by the high priest Joshua. Much of the 
new zeal was owing to the earnest pleadings of the 
new prophets named. Recommenced in B.C. 520, X 
the temple was completed in B.C. 516. m 

Sources of information as to Zerubbabel' s Temple 
— These are very meagre : . indeed we have hardly 
anything which for certain applies to the temple 
as it was at or soon after the Exile. There are 
scattered notices in Ezra and Nehemiah. Heca- 
tams of Abdera, contemporary and friend of 
Alexander the Great, is said by Josephusv to 
have written a book concerning the Jews, and he 
quotes parts of it referring to the temple. It is 
by no means certain that Hecataeus wrote the 
book in question; nevertheless, the quotation* 
made by Josephus are interesting and of value. 
The OT Apocrypha also has important allusions ; 
especially is this true of the Books of Maccabees. 
But it is hard to say how far the statements are 
true of the temple completed in B.C. 516. Josephus 
is too much controlled by the temple as he saw 
it, to be a reliable guide concerning the earlier 
temples. 

It is probable that the temple building occupied 
the same site as the earlier temple. Hecat&us 
says it was a ' great house.' Cyrus gave instruc- 
tions that it was to be 60 cubits high and 60 cubits 
broad. £ Probably this means that tbey were to 
build it as large as they liked — as large, if they 

« Not the same as Zerubbabel. as is often held ; see Cornill, 
History of People of Israel, Chicago, 1898, p. 151 f. ; Cheyne, 
JUL p. 6 ; and cf. Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel. 
/3 2 Ch 36», Err l*. 6" y Err V- y« 6». 

t Err 37. i Err *»« 

{ Err 28W-, Neh 7**, cf . Err 1«. « Err 3* 
$ See Samaritans. < Err * 18 - 

x Err 48-3. gee Schroder on this section in SK, 1867, 367 ft 
>. Err 6>*. /* Ezr «». 

» c. Apion. i. 22. i Err 6*. 
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would, as, say, some well-known temple in Babylon. 
We are not told that it was actually built of these 
dimensions, nor is it likely that Solomon's, which 
was 60 cubits long, 20 broad, and 30 high, should 
be so far exceeded by Zerubbabel's. It is not 
needful to consider the 60 cubits' length as meaning 
height of porch, a and the breadth as applying to 
the chambers as well. 

It is inferred from Ezr Si* and Hag 2> that the second temple 
was greatly inferior to the first. But when these words were 
uttered, the temple was not finished : and the inferiority may 
refer to the absence of the ark and other sacred vessels which 
were for ever lost after the destruction of the first temple. 
According to Bab. Talmud (Yoma 22b), the second temple 
wanted fire things which were in that of Solomon : (1) the ark, 
(2) the sacred fire, (8) the shekinah, (4) the Holy Spirit, (5) the 
Uritn and Thummim. 

Hekal or Holy Place.— The hSkdl had within it 
one holy lampstand, one table of shew bread, one 
golden altar of incense, together with pouring 
vessels and spices. /3 There would seem to have 
been the two veils of which we read as being 
liefore the hekal {mdsdkh) and debir (parGksth) 
•doors of the tabernacle. 7 The fact that Anti- 
ochus Epiphanes is represented as plundering the 
gold, silver, etc., of the temple, 3 is no proof that 
the walls, doors, etc., were covered with gold, as 
the MT declares to have been the case with 
Solomon's temple (see above, p. 700 f.), though 
Schiirer seems to think it is.e 

Debir or Most Holy Place.— The dHUr had a veil 
in front of it, as the hikal also had. There was 
nothing in the debir according to Jos. (BJ v. v. 5), 
except that according to the Mishnaf the stone of 
foundation n stood where the ark used to be. Upon 
the Day of Atonement the priests used to put their 
censers on this stone. B Pndeaux, without a tittle 
of evidence, held that the ark was in the second 
temple. Tacitus applies the words ' inania arcana ' 
to the adytum or aibtr of the temple. t 

Courts. — This temple had two courts, < but the 
separation between them was not perhaps rigidly 
enforced, for when Alexander Jannams was sacri- 
ficing on the altar during the Feast of Tabernacles 
the people pelted him with citrons, etc. To stop 
such conduct, he ran a wooden wall around the 
priests' court. According to Ezr 6 4 , three rows of 
hewn stone and a top row of new wood were to go 
about the temple, viz. the inner court. X 

The inner court had in it an altar of burnt - 
offering made of unhewn stone ti— so conforming to 
the ancient law of Ex 20**, which Solomon's did 
not. 

According to Hecatasus » it had the same dimensions as the 
first temple, viz. 80 cubits long by 20 cubits broad by 10 cubits 
high. The Mishnaf speaks of a ivy or laver as being in this 
court ; and Sir 60 s speaks of a ' cistern ' as having been made by 
Simon the high priest. The 8yriac leaves out 4 cistern ' alto- 
gether, and renders ' he dug a welL' The allusions are far too 
uncertain to infer from them that there was a molten sea in 
the inner court of the second temple.* 

There were cells in the outer court for storing 
furniture and for other purposes. In 1 Mac 4 M -° 7 
priests' cells are named, r Joseph us makes mention 
of corridors with pillars.p The ' Mi] hkad gate ' of 
Neh 3 31 was probably one leading into the outer 

• As Herod the Great; see Jos. xi.: Winer, RWB*,s. ' Temper; 
Keil, Bibl. Areh. i. 184 n. 

$ 1 Mac 1» 4* •"• ; Jos. Ant. xiv. iv. 4 ; cf. Hecatasus as quoted 
ap. Jos. e. Avion, i. 22. 
y 1 Mac 4*1 ; see Veil. i 1 Mac 133. 

• Riehm, U WB* 1602a. I Yoma v. 2. 

„ itytf pjf. 1 Mac 122 4B. 1 Ann. iii. 9. " 

s 1 Mac 4*- 48 ; cf. Jos, Ant. xiv. xvL 2. 
A Cf. 1 K 6* 7". pi Mac 4«. 

» In Joe. BJ v. v. 5. { Midd. iii. 0. 

• Ezr 8» 10», Neh 8*> 10W"- 12** W- njfS in every case but 

Neh 3*>, where we find its equivalent n^pi (Sand 3 interchang- 
ng. Ct T. W. Da vies, M agie. Divination, and Detnonology, p. 51). 

• rmrrfru* LXX for •IJ^?. f Ant. XI. iv. 7, xiv. vj. 2. 



court on the western side (see Jerusalem, vol. ii. 

f>. 593 b ). The 'prison gate' of Neh 12 39 was most 
ikely on the north side (to. ). In later times there 
was a bridge crossing the Tyropceon or Cheese- 
mongers' Valley from the modern Mount Zion to 
the temple hill. When Pompey besieged Jeru- 
salem, many Jews took refuge on the temple area 
and broke this bridge, that the Konian soldiers 
might be hindered from coming to them. This 
was probably where the remains of Wilson's arch 
are now seen, though Rosen, a thinks the bridge 
was of Herod's making. 

Later history of this temple. — Simon the high 
priest, sou of Onias, repaired and fortified the 
temple ; but the passage in which we have the 
information fi is very obscure. 

In B.c. 168 Antiochus Epiphanes plundered, laid 
waste, and desecrated the temple. y He placed an 
altar to Jupiter Olympius on the altar of burnt- 
offering. The brazen vessels taken away by him 
were given by him to sympathizing Jews at Antioch, 
and they were transferred to the local synagogue, d 
Three years e later Judas Maccab.eus recovered 
Jerusalem, cleansed and repaired the house, made 
a new altar, and also fresh vessels. f The Feast of 
Dedication, still observed among Jews, commemor- 
ates the opening ceremony of the restored and 
cleansed temple. At this time Judas also adorned 
the front of the temple by hanging upij gilded 
crowns and shields, and ha also fortified the 
enclosure by putting high walls around it.t These 
were razed to the ground by Antiochus Eupator,K 
but restored by Jonathan Maccabeus ; X they were 
strengthened by Simon his brother./* Reference 
has already been made to the wall put around the 
inner court by Alexander Janmeus. In B.C. 63 
Pompey conquered Jerusalem, and after a long 
siege took the well - fortified temple hill. He 
entered the honse, and even, in the face of loud 
protests, the dibir itself ; but he did not touch the 
sacred vessels. r Nine years later (B.C. 64) Crassus 
plundered the temple of its valuable things most 
mercilessly, taking away what was worth two 
millions of pounds in English money.f Herod, 
afterwards called the Great, a descendant of the 
Maccabees, was made king of the Jews by decree 
of the Roman Senate. In B.C. 37 he stormed Jeru- 
salem.o and burned some of the temple walls, 
causing a goodly amount of blood to be shed. 
Prom other injury, however, he protected the 
temple. 

iv. HEROD'S TEMPLE.— The sources.— The prin- 
cipal sources of infonnation in regard to Herod's 
temple are : (1) Josephus, who in Ant. XV. xi. gives 
a full account of the outer court with its gates 
and rooms, and in BJ v. v. describes the inner 
court and also the house. Josephus was a priest, 
and was therefore familiar with the temple and 
its services from personal experience. He writes 
his history, however, from memory, and he is so 
full of admiration for the sacred enclosure that 
he falls into obvious exaggeration when giving 
measurements. (2) The Mishnic tract Middoth 
preserves valuable Jewish traditions (see Eng. tr. 
in Barclay's Talmud, reproduced in Kergusson's 
Temples of the Jews, Appendix i. In Surenhusius' 
Misnna [vol. vi.] there is a Lat. tr. of the text, as 
also the text and translation of Bartinora's Com- 

• Haram 7 ff., cf. p. 64. fl 81r BO 1 * 

y 1 Mac l ar - *fr. M 4», 2 Mac 6». i Jon. BJ vn. iii. 3. 
1 1 Mac 4* 3ff , 2 Mac 10 s (two \ earn, according to last passage). 
? n;un ; cf. Jn 10». See 1 Mac 4K- »* 1" <*») ; Jos. Ant. XU, 

vil. 7. 

r Inside the porch. 9 1 Mac. 4". 

,lMac4«67; «lMac6«. 
A 1 Mac (03 cf. with 51, 2 Mac 12" ; Joe. Ant. xm. v. 11. 
p. 1 Mac 13«. , Jos. Ant. xiv. iv. ft, 

i Jos. Ant. xrv. viL 1 ; BJ l viiL 8. 

• Jos. Ant. Xiv. xvi. 2f. 
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mentary). The Middoth is more modest in its 
dimensions than Josephus, and nearer the truth ; 
but it is also often inaccurate. Rabbi Hilders- 
heim's Die Beschreibung dies Herod. Tempel im 
Tractate Middot und bei Fl. Joseph, states and 
examines the divergences between these authorities. 

(3) Maimonides in npin T (part vi.) collects many 
passages about the temple which are scattered 
through the Talmud. These relate especially to 
the priests, temple furniture, etc., and have been 
put into Latin by Ludwig Compiegne. This tr. is 
to be met with in Ugolinus' Thesaurus, vol. viii. 

(4) Dr. John Lightfoot's work on 'The Temple, 
etc. (London, 1823), rests mainly upon Rabbinical 
sources, and is for that reason valuable. 

Wat Herod's temple the second or the third J— It is usual to 
speak of Herod's temple as the third Jerusalem temple. Modern 
Jews, however, followed by many Christian writers, regard it 
as simply the second temple rebuilt and improved, and so call 
it the second temple. Christians are led to this conclusion, or 



got together all the material before the work ot 
rebuilding was begun, and then pulled down and 
put up as gradually as could be done. Since only 
priests could enter the house and the inner court, 
he engaged a thousand of them to act as masons 
and carpenters in these parts. The building of 
the house was hastened on with great vigour, and 
was finished in a year and a half. Surrounding 
buildings took eight years, but the work went on, 
and was not ended until the time of the procurator 
Albinus ( a.d. 62-64). The Jews (see Jn 2- u ) said the 
temple had been forty-six years in building, and 
in fact it was still in building then, and was to be 
for over thirty years more (but see E. A. Abbott 
in Class. Rev. 1894, p. 89 ff.). The building is 
spoken of as exceedingly impressive in its grandeur. 
Its eastern front was covered with plates of gold, 
which threw back the rays of the rising sun, and 
formed an object of rare beauty for miles around. 
The stone of which it was built was white marble, 
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at least confirmed in It, by a consideration of Ha< 2*-*. Messiani- 
cally interpreted, the temple erected by Zerubbabcl was, thev 
say, to see the Messiah. But the passage is not Messianic, and, 
if it were, the prediction contained in it is made from the 
writers point of view. 

It was in the 18th a year of his reign (B.C. 20-19) 
that Herod the Great set about the rebuilding 
of the temple. In his day there was among the 
Romans a great rage for restoring Greek cities 
and their temples, and Herod probably caught 
the prevailing spirit. Josephus reports (Ant. XV. 
xi.) the speech in which Herod announces his 
intention, and gives as his reason a desire to 
promote the religious welfare of the nation ; but 
the historian says the king's real purpose was to 
raise for himself an everlasting memorial. The 
Jews were at first afraid that, if the king pulled 
down their temple, no other might be for a Ions 
time put up in its place. To allay this fear, Herod 
« According to Jos. BJ i. juri. 1, the 16th. 



and a large part of the side walls was covered with 

gold. 

The area of Herod's temple is essentially that of 
the modern Haram esh-Sherif, with the exception 
of the north end, at which, in Herod's day, the 
fortress Antonia was situated, the temple court 
being to the south of it. The excavations made 
beneath the Haram and its surrounding walls 
show that the lie of the ancient walls on the west, 
south, and east agrees with those of the walls to be 
seen to-day (see Rosen . Das Haram, 4 If. ; Robinson's 
BRP iii. 222 ff.). The house itself would be sure 
to be erected on the site of the one preceding it. 

For his temple Herod used double the space that 
was covered by Zerubbabel's temple,a and in order 
to obtain it he erected subterranean vaults in the 
south of the teinple hill, and filled intervening 
spaces with stone-* and earth. The bounding line 
was raised from 4 stadia /3 to 6, the breadth remain- 
> Jos. BJ 1. uri. 1. fi Jos. Ant. xr. xL 8. 
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ing 1 stadium, the length (N. to S.) being doubled. a 
The whole was surrounded by a high wall, covered 
with spikes,^ the better to protect the place. 
The temple, including its courts, occupied an area 
of 1 stadium according to Josephus, or 500 cubits 
according to the Talmud. Assuming the stadium 
to be about 600 English feet, and the cubit to be 
about 18 inches, there is a difference of over 100 feet ; 
but the numbers are round in each case, and the 
truth lies probably between them. Perhaps, as 
Fergus8on suggests, the Talmud copies the dimen- 
sions of Ezekiel's temple : Fergusson's own dimen- 
sions, got by careful calculations, agree well with 
what Josephus says, viz. 585 ft. E. -to W., and 
610 ft. N. to S. ; see Temples of the Jews, p. 77 If. 

Gates. — The principal entrance to the enclosure 
was on the western side. Middoth y names one 
only on that side called ' Kiponos,' but Josephus 
has four. 3 Probably that named in Midd. is the 
principal one, as it led to the king's palace and to 
the city. Two more to the south led to suburbs of 
the city, one coinciding probably with ' Barclay's ' 
gate, the other with 'Warren's.' Remains of the 
fourth are to be seen perhaps to the south of 
' Wilson's arch.' Josephus e speaks of gates on the 
south, but he does not say how many there were. 
M idd. mentions the two Huldah gates, which are 
to be identified with the two gates buried in the 



middle of the three aisles was 45 ft. wide, the two 
side ones having a width of 30 ft. The innei 
portico was on higher ground than the two nearer 
the wall. 1 ne columns were so thick that three 
men with their hands stretched out could hardly 
clasp around one. On the east was what is called 
Solomon's Porch in the NT,o and is said by 
Josephus to have survived from the time of 
Solomon.^ The east porticoes were, however, the 
work of Herod, according to the best judges ; but 
it is singular that Josephus should have believed 
any part of these porticoes to have been the work 
of Solomon, unless it was much older than Herod's 
time. During the feasts the Roman soldiers used 
to walk on the roof of the porticoes in order to see 
that order was kept. The whole of the outer 
court was paved with stones. There were for the 
lower officials pastophoriay or chambers ranged 
along the outer walls, probably between the walls 
and the porticoes, unless, indeed, they were be- 
tween the double porticoes themselves. In closa 
proximity to the west gate and the chambers was 
the Beth Din,S where the Sanhedrin met. 

In the older sources (Josephus and Middoth) 
the Holy Place is not the Mkdl, as in the case 
of the previous Jerusalem temples, but the whole 
of the inner court, including the women's court, 
as contrasted with the outer court, which was 




FIO. 10.— TUB IKKBE COURT. 

L Chambers. 2. Oate-ooms (Ezedrce). S. Porticoes. 4. Women's court 6. Court of Israelites. «. Priests' court. 
7. Altar of burnt-offering. 8. Place for killing, etc, animals. 8. Temple porch. 10. UtkaL 11. Dlbtr. 



existing south wall of the Haram — one west of the 
double gate, the other east of the treble gate. 
Both these show Herodian workmanship. Through 
both these gates it was possible to ascend from the 
vaults below to the temple area. On the east, 
Middoth refers to one gate on which the palace 
of Shushan was carved. It has been commonly 
thought to have been the same as the modern 
Golden Gate, but the latter is undoubtedly a 
Byzantine structure. Josephus does not say any- 
thing of any east gate. He speaks quite incident- 
ally of one gate on the north ;f Midd.n calls it 
Tadi (or Tori ?). 

The Outer Court. — This is commonly called the 
Court of the Gentiles, because Gentiles were allowed 
to enter it ; but in neither Josephus nor in Midd. 
does it get that name. 

The walls of this court were surrounded on the 
inside by porticoes or cloisters. The north, west, 
and east sides had double porticoes, with two rows 
of white marble monolithic columns. The roofs 
were of carved cedar. On. the south were the 
royal porticoes, the <rro& SaoiKnc^, which had 162 
columns, with Corinthian capitals. These columns 
formed three aisles. The outermost row of columns 
were fastened into the wall of the enclosure. The 



• BJ v. v. 2. 

Y i. 3. 

( hoc. eit. &. 
n Loe. eU. 



P BJ IV. Ix. 12 ; aee PlHNACLB. 
i Ant. xv. xi. 6. 
< BJ n. xix. 5. vl It, L 
• no (or -ib?). 



open to heathen, and could be used for buying, 
selling, etc.e The inner court was a rectangle, 
which included in it the women's court (4), the 
men's court or court of the Israelites (5), f the 
priests' court (6), and the house which stood in 
the last (10, 11). The inner court was on higher 
ground than the outer, there being five steps from 
the one to the other. Between the wall of the 
inner court and the porticoes of the outer court 
there was a free space of 10 cubits, higher than 
the rest of the outer court, and reached by a 
flight of fourteen steps. This formed a terrace 
all round the inner court except the east, and was 
called the Ml {h'n). At the inner edge of this Ml 
there was a stone parapet called s6req (rrto).ij On 
this tablets were put with inscriptions warning 
non-Jews against passing beyond this boundary. 
One such was found in recent years by the French 
consul, Clermont-Ganneau, on which, in Greek, the 
following words occur : uyOiva aWoyevij tlavopcutadtu 
irrds rod wtpl to Upbw rpv<pdicrov k*1 xtpifi6\ov. 6s S' 4k 
\-il<bdn iavrtp atnot farai 3iA to ££aKo\ov0eiy Q6.vo.tov, 
i.e. ' No stranger is to enter within tM balustrade 

m Jn 10», Ac 3" 6»«. fi Ant. xx. ix. 7 ; BJ v. v. 1. 

y BJ rv. ix. 2. i p rt'j. 

. Jn 2U«-- 

? Keil (Bib. Arch. i. p. 100) excludes the women's court from 
the inner court. Now. (ii. p. 78) includes it, and rightly, because 
it stood on the higher platform of the courts of Israelites and 
priests and of the house. 

n Jos. BJ v. v. z ; Midd. ii. 3. 
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and embankment round the sacred place. Whoever 
is caught will be answerable for his death, which 
will ensue.' This illustrates Ac 21 aMr> , when St. 
Paul almost lost his life. The inner court was 
surrounded by a wall 40 cubits high on the out- 
side, and on the inside but 25, owing to the raised 
ground inside. From the lower ground to the 
higher there were five steps. 

Gate*.— This wall had nine gates— four on the 
north, four on the south, and one on the east. 
The west had no gate at all. They had all of 
them folding doors, covered with gold and silver.a 
Of the four on the north side three were in the 
men's court (5), and one in the women's (4). Three 
of the north gates were called Nitzius, the Gate of 
Offerine, and the Makad. On the south we read 
of the Flaming Gate, the Gate of Offering, and the 
Water Gate. The last opened upon the altar, and 



ful ' of Ac 3 J , and 'Nicanor's gate' of the Mishna. £ 
It was made of Corinthian brass. Between the 
women's court and the men's there was a gate 
larger than the others, led to by fifteen steps, at 
the top of which was the level of the men's 
court. It was thickly overlaid with silver and 
gold. 

Buchler? amies ably that this is the Nicanor gate of the 
Mishna. Midd. i. 4, as all admit, states that ; but it is argued 
by Schurei-,3 Qratz,i Spiess.J Nowack.q and most, that it is the 
gate on the east of the women's court that is meant by the 
above name. Buchler admits that Josephus is against him ; 
but he charges the Jewish historian with inaccuracy, and colls 
the Talmud to his aid in proving this. Buchler*s view is 
bound up with another position, which he also defends with 
ability, 6 viz., that the wall of the inner court shut out the 
women's court altogether, as being part of the court of the 
Gentiles ; the Nicanor gate being, then, that one at the east of 
the men's court through which one passed into the inner 
gate. Keil also speaks of the inner court as being reached by a 
gate at the western end of the women's court.i But this is, as 
Buchler admits, against the common view, which is supported 
by Securer,* and Nowack.A and the received text of Josephus. 

Nicanor's gate — assuming the usual view — was 
56 cubits high and 40 broad, the others that led 
out of the lower court being 30 high and 40 broad. 
Round the walls of the court there ran porticoes 
with a single piazza, the roof of which rested on 
lofty and highly-finished pillars. These porticoes 
were less indeed, but not less beautiful, than, the 
porticoes of the outer court. Between the gates 
there were cells for storing the various properties 
belonging to the temple : these are called by 
Josephus fi ya.$o<pv\6.Kia.v Concerning the special 
purposes of these rooms see Now. op. cit. ii. 79 n. 2. 
There were upper rooms over the gateways, hence 
justifying Josephus' description of them as tower- 
shaped. The cells between the gates had also 
upper rooms ; hence we read of the upper room 
of Bet-Abtinas.f Somewhere within the women's 
court would be placed the thirteen boxes for re- 
ceiving contributions to the temple. At least one 
must have been in the women s court, else the 
widow (Lk 21"*) could not have put in her mite. 
See TREASURY. According to Midd. ii. 5, there 
were four cells in the women's court, but both 
Schurer and Now. think this unlikely. 

The inner court was divided into an eastern 
part, into which women were admitted as well as 

• They were the gift of a Jew from Alexandria. 
Midd. i. a y JQR , Oct 1898. 

* Riehm's UWB* 1666>>. i Monatuch. 1876, 434. 
{ Da* Jerusalem de* Jotephui, p. 76. 

q Op. eit. ii. p. 78. B JQR, July 1898. 

i Op. cit. L p. 190. But he is inconsistent, for in the previous 
page (Eng. ea.) he says the inner court went around the 
women's court, and he takes the view that Nicanor's gate was 
on the east of the women's court. 

sKiehm, £f IKB« 1666*. A Op. eit. ii. 78. 

n BJ v. v. 2, vi. v. 2. r See Treasury. 

{ Yoma L 6 ; Tarn. i. 1. 



men, and a larger western portion, which included 
the men's court and the priests' court. The house 
and the altar were in the latter, and were sur- 
rounded by its rampart. Just as the whole 
inner court was separated from the outer, and 
within the inner the men's was shut off from the 
women's, so the remainder was subdivided into a 
larger part for priests only. The men's court was 
11 cubits wide, and surrounded the priests' court 
on all four sides, a The Mishna, however, appears 
to reduce the space for men to 11 cubits on the 
east alone. The altar and all the arrangements 
for sacrificing, as well, of course, as the house 
itself, were .in the priests' court. 

'The house. — The higher ground of the house 
was attained by means of twelve steps. The 
inside area was 60 cubits high and the same in 
length, by 20 cubits in breadth. There were, as 
in the other temples, two divisions— the hikal or 
Holy Place,/} which was 40 cubits long, and the 
dtbir or Most Holy Place, which was 20 cubits 
long. This last was empty, and was entered by 
the high priest once a year, viz. on the Day of 
Atonement. The hikal or larger room had in it 
the following : — Table of shewbread,? altar of 
incense, the seven-armed lampstand. 3 The altar 
stood in the middle, between the temple walls : to 
its north was the table, and the lampstand was on 
its south. e Only the officiating priests were per- 
mitted to enter the hikal, to bring in the incense 
morning and evening, to trim the lamp, which was 
done once a day, and to supply the table with 
fresh shewbread, which was done every Sabbath. 

The porch was 100 cubits in both height and 
breadth, and 11 cubits deep. It stood, therefore, 
like a high wall in front of the house. The 
breadth of the house, including its surrounding 
chambers, being 70 cubits,f the porch projected 15 
cubits on each side.ij There was an entrance to 
the porch 40 cubits high and 20 broad. There was, 
however, no door. Above the entrance Herod 
placed a golden eagle, which as a Roman emblem 
was very distasteful to the Jews ; and during a 
turmoil, some time before the king's death, it was 
destroyed. From the entrance of the porch the 
hikal door, gilded like the court gates, could 
be easily seen. It was adorned with carvings of 
golden vine?, with grapes, according to Josephus, 
as large as a man. 9 Tacitus also speaks of this 
vine.t 

Veil.— In front of the hikal door there hung a 
beautifully coloured Babylonian veil. The hikal 
was shut off by a veil or veils, but there was no 
wall, nor therefore any door, leading into the dtbfr. 
According to the Mishna, #c there were two veils 
between the hikal and tho dibtr, with a cubit's 
free space between them. The outer was loose on 
the south side, the inner being loose on the north. 
On the Day of Atonement the high priest entered 
the dibtr with his censer by passing to the south 
side and getting behind the outer veil, until he 
reached the north of the inner veil, where he was 
able to enter the dibtr. In the NT this veil is 
spoken of in the singular, the two perhaps being 
looked upon as one. A The veil outside the door 
of the hiked is never referred to in the NT. See 
Veil. 

Light.— No- natural light came into the house 
from roof or side wall : it depended, for what light 
it had, upon the lampstand. 

Chambers.— On all aides except the east, where 

« Jos. BJ v. v. 6 ; cf. Ant. vni. ill 9, xm. xiiL 5. 

fi Not called ' the Holy Place ' in the sources. 

y See SiiEWBRBAD, Table of. i See Lampstas* 

i Cf. Ex 26» 40**. 5 See below. 

* Twenty, according to Josephus. 

t) Josephus says 70 cubits high by 26 broad. 

>Ann.\.b. rnVtrnmr. L 

A See Ml 27" II Mk 15» | Lk 2S«. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TEMPLE 



TEMPLE 



715 



the porch was, there were small chambers in 
which temple utensils were kept and priests re- 
sided. They were thirty - eight in number, and 
arranged in three storeys, in such a way that 
on the north there were five on each storey, 
making fifteen on that side : on the south there 
were also five on each storey. On the west there 
were three on the lowest and three on the 
middle storey, two being on the top. The three 
storeys reached, together, the same lieight as the 
house. The main entrance was on the N.E. of 
the house, where a small door communicated 
directly from the porch with the nearest chamber. 
From this chamber there was a stairway leading 
to the upper and middle storeys. This stairway 
was erected at the N.E. corner ; just opposite, on 
the S.E. corner, there was an arrangement for 
carrying off the water. Above the house proper 
there was an upper room 40 cubits high, and of 
the same ground area as the house itself. The 
entire building, including the intervening wall 
and the ceiling, attained a height of 100 cubits, 
i.e. exactly that of the porch. The upper room 
had on the south a door leading upon the roof of 
the upper chambers on that side. By means of 
the stairs on the N.E. the top chambers could be 
reached. Passing round from N.W. to S. one came 
to the door leading into the top room of the house. 
In the floor of this upper room there were trap- 
doors, through which workmen were let down in 
boxes, that they might not be able to see any part 
of the house except where they were repairing. 

Including the side chambers, the house had a 
width of 70 cubits, which is thus made up— 

1. Wall of stairway 6 cubita 

2. 8tairway 8 „ 

8. Wall of chamber 6 „ 

4. Chamber itself 6 „ 

6. Wall of house 6 „ 

6. Space within the house . . . . 20 „ 

7. Wall of house e „" 

8. Chamber « „ 

9. Its wall f> „ 

10. Room for letting off water . . . 8 „ 

11. Wall behind 5 „ 

Total . . . 70 cubits. 

Altar of burnt -offering. — In the east of the 
priests' court, immediately in front of the porch, 
was the altar of burnt-ottering made of unhewn 
stone. It was larger than Solomon's altar, it 
being, according to the Rabbis, 32 cubits in length 
and Dreadth, and 10 cubits high. Josephus, how- 
ever, gives 15 cubits as length and as breadth. 
The length and breadth given above are for the 
base, for it rose in three sections, so that at the 
top it formed a square of 24 cubits. According to 
Lv 6*, lire was to De always burning on the altar. 
On the east of the altar there was a stairway of 
unhewn stone leading up to the altar : it was 32 
cubits long and 16 broad. Altar and steps were 
whitewashed twice in the year, viz. at Passover 
and Tabernacles. o In the S.W. corner of the altar 
there were two holes for receiving the sacrificial 
blood, which passed thence to a passage in the 
ground, by which it was conveyed to the Kidron. 
Close by there was a marbled opening, down which 
men went to cleanse the channel along which the 
blood ran to the Kidron. 

Between the altar and the house there was a 
space of 22 cubits, taken up largely by the twelve 
steps which led up to the porch. South of these 
steps there was a laver or wash-basin, in which 
priests washed their hands and feet. It was sup- 
plied through two pipes from the temple spring : 
these two pipes were increased to twelve at a later 
time by a certain ben Katin, who also made 
arrangements by which the water could be regu- 
larly renewed./* 

• ilidd. iii 1-4, fi Yoma iii. 10. 



North (8) of the altar the sacrificial animals were 
slain, and to aid in this there were six rows of 
rings, four in each row, all fixed in the ground. 
The animals that had to be killed were attached 
first of all to these rings, and then despatched. 
Still farther north there were eight low pillars 
with boards on them, each board having three 
rows apiece of iron hooks from which the animals 
after death were suspended. The spot would look 
much like a butcher s shop. By the side of these 
pillars there were eight marble tables on which 
the slain animals were flayed, washed, etc., ready 
for the altar, a 

Priests' Court. — No ono except a priest was 
usually permitted to enter the priests' court, 
which was regarded as more sacred than the 
men's court. Yet lay Israelites were allowed 
admission when they had sacrifices to offer, that 
they might, according to the ritual, lay their hands 
on the victim. /9 As before stated, this court was 
bounded all round, and not merely on the east by 
the men's court, which was 11 cubits broad. 

The temple police. — The charge of the sacred 
enclosure was in the hands of the priests and 
Levites. The head of police — the captain of the 
temple y — held so dignified a position that he was 
ranked with the chief priests. The entire external 
arrangements of the temple were under his autho- 
rity. We read in Mark 3 and Luke e of * rulers of 
the temple,' who were subordinates of ' the captain.' 
The guard ianship of the temple was entrusted 
mainly to Levites, but partly also to priests. By 
day they were to see that no one overstepped the 
boundary beyond which he had no right'- to go, 
e.g. Gentiles had to be kept out of the inner court, 
women out of the men's, laymen out of the priests', 
and non-officiating priests out of the house ; the 
dibir to be entered but once a year, and even then 
by the high priest only. By night the gates were 
all shut, and none were allowed within except 
priests and Levites, who were stationed at differ- 
ent points. Three places of the inner court were 
guarded by priests ; at twenty-one positions Levites 
kept watch, especially at the various gates. Dur- 
ing the whole night the captain walked around to 
see that each was at his post. If the guard did 
not immediately arise on the captain's approach, 
the captain exclaimed, ' Peace to you.' If the 
guard were asleep the captain would strike him 
with a stick, and he had the right even to set tire to 
his.clothes. Each day the guards- were changed, 
those who followed receiving the keys from their 
predecessors at mid-day.f The senior of the men 
in charge kept the key of the court, in which the 
men were sentry, in a hole covered by a marble 
slab, to the under side of which was fastened a 
chain : the key was attached to this chain. 

When the time came to close the gates, the 
marble slab was lifted and the key taken : the 
priests locked the inner court, replacing the key 
in the usual place. On the slab under which the 
key was, the guard in charge laid his clothes, and 
on them lay down to sleep, t; How many were at 
one tune in charge of the enclosure we do not 
know, but according to Josephus 200 men were 
appointed for the gates alone. 

For the fate which befell the temple in the last 
years of its existence, reference must be made to 
the histories of Josephus, Gratz, and others. See, 
especially, short but striking accounts in Cornill, 
History of the People of Israel, and Cheyne, 
JRL.i Already, in the days of Archelaus, the 
courts of the temple became the scene of revolt and 

• Midd. lit. 5, v. 2 ; Tarn. iii. 6 ; Shek. vi. 4. 
ft Kelim i. 8. y Ac 4> 5**-». 

3 52"- i $49 

? Jos', e. Apion. ii. & * Midd. i. 9. 

« Chicago, 1S98. i New York and London, 1898. 
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bloody massacres, a Daring the last Jewish revolt 
the most horrid scenes were witnessed. In a.d. 70 
Roman soldiers were in possession of the fortress 
of Antonia, close to the enclosure. One of them, 
though contrary to the wish of Titus the emperor, 
threw a firebrand into the house itself, which took 
fire and burned to the ground. Thus perished the 
last of the Jerusalem temples. All or them were 
built by a people feeble politically, in art and in 
literature (except religious) despised ; yet these 
temples are better known, and their records 
more fully preserved, than is the case with any 
other ancient temple, Egyptian, Assyrian, or 
Indian. 

Literature.— (A) Jswrsu Writ j yes.— Josephug, Ant. xv. 
xi., BJ v. v. ; cf. 8piess, Der Tempel zu Jerusalem naeh Jote- 
phus, 1SH0 j the Mishnic tract. Middoth ; cf. Rabbi Hildersheim, 
Die Beschreibung del Herod'* Tempel im Tractat Middut und 
bei FlaviusJosephus (' Jahreshericht des Rabbiner-Seminars fur 
das Orthodox Judenthum,' Berlin, 1876-77). There is a good 
edition of Middoth (no Gemara has been handed down) with 
Latin tr. and Com. by L'Empereur (Lugd. Bat. . . . 1030, small 
4to). See also Sureuhusius' Mishna. Maimonides, in part vL 
of hia npin T, gives the Rabbinical traditions regarding the 
temple, its furniture, priests, eta This was put into Latin by 
Ludwig Compiegne, and is found in vol. viii. of Ugolinus* 
Antiq-uitates aeTrraicce. Monographs on the temple have been 
written in Hebrew by O. Altecnul (Amst. 1724) and others, but 
none of them are of much importance. 

(B) CHRISTIAN Writings.- Of the older treatises by Christian 
writers the following are noteworthy : — Villalpando and Prado, 
In Ezech. 3 vols. 1606 ; Capellus, Tpiriyim Sine Triplex Templi 
Delinatio (Amst. 1043; also included in the In trod, to the 
London Polyglot) ; Lamy, de Tabemaeulo Fcederti, de Sancta 
Vioitate Jerusalem et de Templo ejus (Paris, 1720); Lightfoot 
(Dr. John), Deter. Templi Hieroi. (Eng. in vol. ix. of Pitman's 
edition of his works in English ; also published separately, 
Lond. 1825),— Lightfoot uses the Rabbinical material, but deals 
mainly with the temple of Herod; Lund, Die alien Jud. 
Heiligthiimer, Hamb. 1696, bk. ii. (several other editions). 
For a detailed recital of the older literature see Winer, RWB'*, 
I. ' Tempel,' and Bahr, Der Tempel Salomo't. The following are 
the most important modern treatises : — Hirt, Der Tempel 
Salomo't, Berlin, 1809 (strong on the architectural side, but 
deficient in Biblical scholarship); J. Fr. von Meyer, Der 
Temp. Salom., Berlin, 1830; Stieglitx, Oetch. der Baukunst, 
Num. 1827, p. 127 ff., Beitrage zur AutbUdung der Baukunst, 
Leipz. 1834 ; Bahr, Der Temp. Sal. 1848 ; Keil, Der Temp. Sal., 
Dorpat, 1839 (critical and constructive, valuable), Biblical 
Archceology, T. and T. Clark, t. 162 ff. ; Robinson, BRF (1841) 
I. 415 ff. ; G. Williams, The Holy Cit p (1849), ii. 296 ff. ; Fergus- 
son, Ettay on the Ancient Topography of Jerusalem, 1847, The 
Holy Sepulchre and the Tomb, 1865, The Templet of the Jewt, 
1870, art. ' Temple ' in Smith's DB (Fergusson's fanciful views 
as to the site of the temple, etc., have failed to win con- 
viction except to a very limited extent); Warren, The Temple 
and the Tomb, 1880, TSBA vii. 809 ff. (in both he answers 
the arguments of Fergusson) ; T. H. Lewis, The Holy Placet 
of Jerusalem, 1880; Th. Friedrich, Tempel tt. Palatt Salom, 
etc., Innsb. 1887; O. Wolff, Der Tempel von Jerusalem und 
teine Maase, 1887 ; 8tade, Geteh. i. 31 Iff. (the author, an 
acknowledged Biblical scholar, was aided by his colleague von 
Ritgen, professor of architecture) ; Perrot et Chipiex, Le Temple 
de Sol., Paris, 1889. large folio, with fine diagrams; History of 
Art in Sardinia, Judata, etc., London, 1890, L 142 ff. ; Conrad 
Schick, Die Stiflthutte der Tempel in Jems, und der Tempel- 
platz der jetz, Zeit, Ber. 1896 (by an architect; the scholarship 
is weak, and proof references almost wholly wanting, though 
the constructions and plans are good). In addition to the older 
treatises on Biblical Arehmology by Jabn (in English also), de 
Wette (4th and last edition improved by Rabiger, 1864), Allioli, 
and Keil (cf. also 8pencer, de Legibus, Dissertatio Sexta). note 
particularly the works by Benzinger and Nowack, both issued 
in 1894, and based on the latest results. Nowack's work is the 
fuller, but Benzinger's the more compact and interesting. See 
also the Commentaries and other works referred to in the course 
of this article. T. W. DAVIES. 

TEMPT, TEMPTATION.— The Heb. and Gr. 
words which are translated ' tempt ' and ' tempta- 
tion ' in EV have a range of meaning which covers 
every form of testing or putting to the proof, 
whether of man by God or of God by man. 

The Heb. words rendered ' tempt ' in AV are— 
1. .Vi>«flA, which signifies (1) to attempt to do a thing, as Pt 
4** (EV ' assay ') ; (2) to test or prove a thing, such as a weapon, 
1 8 17»(EV 'prove'); but chiefly (3) to test a person : in AV 
translated ' tempt ' of God's totting Abraham, Gn 22> ; else- 
where of men faithlessly and provokingly putting God to the 
proof, Ex 17»- 7, Nu 14*», Dt 6»«, Ps 78»- « 95» 100'4, Is 7". 

• Jos. Ant. xvii. ix. 8, x. 2. 



2. Bahan, synonymous in meaning with nittah, bat trans- 
lated ' tempt ' in AV only Mai 3", of tempting God. Id Mai 3» 
and a few other places it is translated ' prove ' in AV and RV ; 
but most frequently the Eng. rendering is * try.' 

The only Heb. word translated ' temptation ' is mattSh 
(formed from nittah above), used of the testing by Jehovah, 
through signs and wonders, of the heart of Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians, Dt 4*» 7"» 29* ; and of the trial or testing of an 
innocent person, Job 92* (EV 'trial') — unless the word here 
comes from mdsas and means despair, RVm 'calamity.' The 
word is translated ' temptation ' also in Ps 958, but there the 
place Massah (so RV) seems to be intended, as in Ex 177, Dt 
Bis 9*2 338. See art. Mabsaii. 

The Greek words translated ' tempt' are— 

1. mpmlm, which means (1) to attempt something, as Ac 
928 16'' (EV 'assay'); (2) to test a person, without evil intent, 
as Jn 6«, Rev 2*; (3) to tempt to evil, as Mt 4», 1 Co 10", Ja 
lis. 14. o n this verb Bee Cromer, t.v. ; Hatch, Ettayt in 
Biblical Greek, 71 f. ; Kennedy, Sourcet of NT Greek, 106 f. 
For the distinction between ». and IuuumZ* see Trench, SI 
Syn. 267 ff.; also Cremer, t. and Berry, s. 1wim(», 

The devil is called ' the tempter ' (. mup*\\»n) in Mt 4», 1 Th 3 s . 

2. i*ru««C», to put to the proof, or test, (o) God, Mt 4 1 , 
Lk 4" ; (6) Christ., Lk io», 1 Co 10" — all translated ' tempt ' in 
EV, Amer. RV always ' try.' 

3. In Ja 1" mmtipewtM (only occurrence) is translated by the 
verb ' tempt'—' God cannot he tempted (literally, ' is untempt- 
able') with evil,' RVm ' is untried in evil." 

The only Greek word translated 'temptation' is ru 
which is the translation in the LXX of massah everywhere 
except Dt 83* (Mipul and Job 9 s3 (where a different reading is 
followed). This word is used in NT for (1) a testing or proving, 
as 1 P 4'* (EV ' trial '), He 38, or that which tests or proves a 

Serson, as Gal 4" ; (2) enticement to tin, as Mt 6>», Lk 4" 81*, 
a l 12 , 1 Co 10 13 ; and (3) of a'JIiction or calamity, due to perse- 
cution or other trial from without, as Lk 22**, Ac 20». Ja 1*, 

1 P 1«. On this word see Hatch, Etsayt, 71 f. ; Mayor on Ja 1«, 
and his Com. 183 ff.; Hort on 1 P 1« ; Swete on Mk 14*. 

About 1611 the Eng. words ' tempt ' and ' tempta- 
tion ' were used almost as widely as those Heb. 
and Gr. words, the only difference being that the 
verb had ceased to mean ' to attempt.' Examples 
(outside AY) of ' tempt ' in the sense of ' test,' 
'put to the proof,' without evil intent, are Jn 6*, 
Wye. ' But he said this thing, temptynge hym ; 
for he wiste what he was to do' ; Dt 13* lind. 
' For the Lorde thy God tempteth you, to wete 
whether ye love the Lord youre God with all youre 
hertes and with al youre soules ' ; Dt 8 a , in Wilson's 
Christian Dictionary (1611), 'tempting thee that 
hee might know what is in thy heart.' In the 
same sense is ' temptation ' used in IP 4 U Rheni. 
' My deerest, thinke it not strange in the fervour 
which is to you for a tentation, as though some 
new thing happened to you.' And in the allied 
sense of trial, affliction, we find ' temptation ' em- 
ployed by Tymme in Calvin's Genesis, p. .717, 
' But this also was a moste greevous temptation, 
to be banished from the promised lande, even unto 
death ' ; and p. 815, ' This was a verie sore tempta- 
tion, that holie Jacob, of whome the I-orde had 
taken care, shoulde alinoste he and his perish with 
hunger.' See also Driver on Dt 6'* and in Par. 
Psalt., Gloss, i. under 'Prove.' J. HASTINGS. 

TEN COMMANDMENTS.— See Decalogue. 

TENDER.— The adj. ' tender ' is somewhat more 
restricted in use now than formerly. Probably 
under the influence of the Biblical ' tender mercies,' 
it has become mostly figurative* and is chiefly 
used in a good sense. We might still speak of 
diamonds as 'tender' with Maundeville (Travels, 
106, ' Other diamonds men find in Arabia that be 
not so good, and they be more brown and more 
tender') ; but we should not speak of wax so, as 
Wyclif does (Select Works, iii. 103, ' The tendre 
wex maketh no preynte in the seel, bot the seel 
inaketh a preynt in tendere wex '). The meaning 
in AV is usually ' soft,' ' delicate,' used of children 
(Gn 33 IS ) ; gently nurtured youths (1 Ch 22 s 29 1 , 
Pr 4»), men (Dt 28 M , Is 47 1 ), and women (Dt 28*) ; 
also of herbs (Dt 32*, Job 3S V ), plants (Is 53»), 
grass (2 S 23«, Pr 27 s8 , Dn 4»- »), grapes (Ca 2 1 *- u 
7 U ), branches (Mt 24 M , Mk 13») in spring. In 

2 Ch 13 7 Rehoboam is called 'tender hearted' 
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{X^rt, LXX Set\bs ri xapSla, Vulg. cordt pavido), 
a phrase which has now quite a different meaning. 
The modern meaning is found in Eph 4 s * (cOaxXayx- 
rot). In Gn 29" we read that ' Leah was tender 
eyed ' (nisi 'j'HI ; LXX ol Si 6<p0a\fiol Adas 

iaOeveU, Vulg. scd Lia lippis erat occulis), where 
the Heb. as well as the Eng. probably means that 
Leah's eyes were weak (not 'bleared' as Vulg.), 
and so, as.Dillroann and others suggest, ' without 
brightness or brillianey of lustre.' See Leah. 
The Heb. word o'prn rali&mim (in this sense always 
plu.) is translated occasionally in AV 'tender 
mercies' (Ps 25° 40" 51 1 69 18 77" 79 s 103* 119 77 - 148 
145", Pr 12 10 ). The sing. ' tender mercy ' occurs 
in NT, Lk 1™ (<nr\ayxva), Ja 5" 'The Lord is 
very pitiful, and of tender mercy' (olKTipnuv, RV 
' merciful '). 

The verb ' to tender' in the sense of ' care for' 
occurs in 2 Mac 4* * Thus was he bold to call 
him a traitor, that had deserved well of the city, 
and tendered his own nation ' (t6» KtjSeubpa rQr 
onoiOw). Cf. Cranmer, Works, i. 136, 'But to 
be plain what I think of the Bishop of Winchester, 
I cannot persuade with my self that he so much 
tendereth the king's cause as he doth his own ' ; 
Latimer, Sermons, 96, ' How God tendreth and 
regard es tlie cause of the widdow and the poore.' 
The verb in this sense is a direct derivative from 
the adj. (which is from Lat. tener, through Fr. 
ttndre), not the same as the verb to tender (fr. 
. Lat. tendere, through Fr. tendre), meaning to 
proffer, show. J. Hastings. 

TENT. — S.nk (oTkoi, oK-orli) is the word commonly 
u.sed for 'tent' ; AV often ' tabernacle,' but RV con- 
sistently 'tent.' I??!? iffKTjvfi) 'habitation,' is usu- 
ally rendered 'tabernacle,' only once (Ca l 8 ) 'tent.' 
For distinction between hnk and js^p see art. 
Tabernaclk. nso= ' booth' made by interweaving 
leaves and branches; once (2 S ll 11 ) AV 'tent' 
(RV 'booth,' LXX mnp4) and AVm (IK 20"- 16 
RVm ' hut '). According to the Rabbis, a booth 
becomes a tent if a bit or cloth is spread over it to 
protect it from the sun, or stretched under the roof 
to prevent leaves and twigs from falling on the 
table (Sttccah i. 3). .15? (xd/uvos) from [nap] ' to 
hollow out,' is once in AV tr. ' tent ' (Nu 25 8 RV 
' pavilion,' marg. ' alcove ' ; cf. Arab, kubbah ' a 
large vaulted tent,' also ' dome,' * vault,' whence, 
with the art., through the Spanish, 'alcove,' orig. 
a vaulted recess). * rom njn (wap* upaWw) ' to en- 
camp,' AV « to abide in tents ' (Nu 9»- », Ezr 8 M ), 
comes njtp ' camp ' (LXX arelxurrot), tr. by AV 
•tent*' in Nu 13 19 etc.? in each case RV cor- 
rects. 

We may safely take the modern tent as closely 
resembling that of ancient times. No simpler 
dwelling can well be imagined. The tent-cover 
is rough, strong cloth of dark goats' hair. It 
is commonly supported by nine poles arranged 
in rows of three ; the middle row lengthwise, is 
somewhat higher, measuring from 6 to 7 ft. : 
the roof therefore slopes to front and back. The 
cover is stretched, and the tent held in position by 
means of long cords fastened to the cloth, and 
attached to pins firmly driven into the ground. 
A curtain of the same material, but rather lighter, 
is hung round the more exposed side of the tent, 
to shelter from sun and wind. A similar curtain, 
drawn across the middle, fixed on the tent-poles, 
divides the tent, tlie one end forming the men's 
apartment, the other that of the women (iin, cf. 
Arab, khidr). Very seldom, and that only in eases 
of considerable wealth, the women have a tent to 
themselves. 

The making, pitching, striking, packing, and 
unpacking of the tents is all women's work. They 
spin the hair yarn, twist the cords, and weave the 



cloth in long narrow strips, with very primitive 
appliances. To form roof or curtain, these strips 
are sewn together to the required breadth. The 
greatest care is taken with the roof. When it has 
been used for a little, and is somewhat shrunken, 
it becomes quite waterproof, and will turn the 
heaviest rain. Sometimes cloth for the roof is 
bought by way of barter, from such villages as 
Khabab, in el-Leja, or Judeideh, overlooking Merj 
A'yftn, which are famous for their hair manufac- 
tures. To excel in skilful driving home of the 
tent-pegs is an immemorial ambition among Arab 
women. 

The furniture of this ' house ' or ' house of hair ' 
(bait, bait sha'r, or, less frequently, bait wabar) is 
extremely simple. In a few tents of the rich may 
be found cushions and mattresses covered with 
coloured silk ; but for the most part a couple of 
coarse straw mats serve the purposes of chairs and 
table by day, and bed by night. A circle of thin 
leather, about 2 ft. in diameter, drawn into a sort 
of bag by means of a thong passed through holes 
round the edge, contains the thin loaves baked in 
the desert, and is spread flat on the ground at meal- 
time. The lamp (anciently of clay) or lantern is 
now generally of tin, made by Jewish travelling 
tinkers, from empty petroleum cans. Clay ware is 
too brittle to be of much use. Usual lv each tent 
has a metal plate, flat or convex, for baking ; 
a few pots or pans for cooking, tlie food being 
eaten from the dish in which it is cooked ; perhaps 
a hand-mill ; and if the owner make any pretensions 
to dignity, mortar and pestle ; and the necessary 
utensils for roasting the beans and making coffee. 
The fireplace may lie a few stones set loosely to- 
gether, or a hole in the ground just at the edge of 
the tent. Goat-skins, half tanned, with the hail 
outward, are made into bags, which hold grain, 
water, butter-milk, and other liquids ; and when 
swung on a tripod serve to churn butter. Tht 
butter is always melted at once, and is carried 
about in these skins. The saddles of horse and 
camel, with corresponding saddle-bags of rough 
hair cloth, complete the tent furniture. Most 
things are crowded together in the women's apart- 
ment ; that of the men is always free for the re- 
ception and entertainment of guests. 

When the tents are few in number, belonging to 
some small family or division, they are set in a 
circle ; the sheikh s tent is that to the right of the 
entrance. In larger camps the order varies. One 
visited by the present writer contained upwards of 
150 tents, and from a distance resembled a town of 
black-roofed houses, arranged in irregular streets. 
The sheikh's tent is distinguished from the others 
only by its greater size. It always faces the 
direction from which strangers are most likely to 
arrive. 

The black tents of the nomads have 'flitted 
shadow-like over Syrian field and Arabian steppe 
from the dawn of human history. The ancient 
fathers of the Hebrew race dwelt in tents (He 11* 
etc.). Their wealth consisted mainly in cattle. 
The tent, so easily portable, is by far the most 
convenient ' house ' for the flock-master, who is 
ever on the move in search of fresh pasture. 
After the settlement in Palestine, those portions 
of the people who followed the herdsman's life 
continued to dwell in tents, e.g. those east of the 
Jordan who held the grazing lands towards the 
desert. This old form of life left its impress iu 
the language of later times, e.g. ppj, where the 
root-idea is the pulling out of the tent-pegs. When 
the tent -life was long past, men still spoke of 
going home as going '.to their tents' (Jos 22*, 2 S 
20' , 1 K 12 ,s ). The tent and its appurtenances play 
a considerable part in sacred imagery. Fleeting 
life is like the shepherd's tent, here to-day, gone 



Digitized by 



Google 



718 



TEPHON 



TEREBINTH 



to-morrow (Is 38"). When the cord gives way the 
tent collapses ; hence the tent-cord as a figure of 
the thread of life (Job 4* 1 ). The secure city is a 
tent whose pegs cannot be plucked up, nor its cords 
broken (Is 33- v ). Prosperous growth is pictured as 
a lengthening of the cords and a strengthening of 
the stakes (Is 54 s ). See also in NT 2 Co 5>« *, 2 P 
1 13I \ Lk 16". 

On tent-making see, further, art. Hair, vol. ii. 
p. 285», and Paul, vol. iii. p. 699\ 

W. Ewino. 

TEPHON (ijTe<pwy; Thopo; Syr. Tephus).— One 
of the towns in Judrea fortified by Bacchides ( 1 Mac 
9 80 ). Josephus gives the name as Tochoa (Toxoct, 
Ant. xill. i. 3), which is suggestive of Tekoa; but 
he always writes this place Otxtin, or Qeicwt. 
Tephon was probably an old Tappuah ; but whether 
it was Tappuah 1 or 2, or Bet h -tappuah, is uncertain. 
The occurrence of the name with Timnath and 
Pharathon suggests Tappuah 2. See TiMNATH. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TERAH (mp, Odppa and Bdpa).— The father of 
Abraham, Nahor, and Haran, Gn II 34 - 32 , 1 Ch 1 M , 
Lk 3**. Along with his three sons he is said to 
have migrated from Ur of the Chaldees to Harran, 
where he died. In Jos 24 J it is said that he ' served 
("OP) other gods,' a statement which gave rise to 
some fanciful Jewish hagqadCth about Terah as a 
maker of idols (see, e.g., bereshith rabba, § 17, and 
cf. Bk. of Jubilees, chs. 11. 12). The question 
whether Terah is to be taken as a personal name 
is involved in the same uncertainty as arises in con- 
nexion witli the names of all the patriarchs (we art. 
Aura ham, and esp. art. JACOB, vol. ii. p. 533 ft'.). 
Knobel compares the name with Tharrana, south 
of Edessa. W. 11. Smith makes Terah = « wild 

goat' as totem, comparing Syriac to which 

Frd. Delitzsch (Prolegom. 80) adds Assyr. tnrahu 
with same meaning [but see ZDMG xl. [1886] 167 f. 
(where Nold. points out not only that t*j?Z in the 
passage quoted is an error for the correct ]>jO>Z, 
but also that the root is niK, of which in Heb. the 
k would not be readily elided) ; cf. Gray, HPN 
1 10]. Jensen [ZA vi. 70, cf. HittUer, 150 ft. ) thinks 
it may be the name of a god, comparing the first 
syllable of N. Syrian or Hittite personal names, 
such as Tarhular, Tarhumazi, etc. (cf. Mez, Gesch. 
d. Stadt Harran, 23). Any of these explanations 
appears preferable to that suggested in Riehm, 
IttVB* 1478", that the name is to be accounted for 
because Terah remained behind (late Heb. tdrah, 
Aram, tenth) in Harran, while Abraham journeyed 
farther. J. A. SELBIE. 

TERAH (mp ; B TdpaO, A edpa$).— One of the 
stations of the Israelites in the desert (Nu 33 s7 - w ). 
It comes between Tahath and Mithkah, and has 
not yet been identified. 

TERAPHIM (era).— The word is plural accord- 
ing to its form. But its derivation, the purpose 
of that which it denoted, and the method of its 
use, still present many obscurities. Several of the 
older Jewish commentators derive the word from 
Tjin toreph, which means ' foulness,' and especially 
pudendum ; but, if this is correct, it is plausible to 
suppose that this word, expressive of contempt, was 
substituted for and finally supplanted the original 
name, in which case that name is entirely lost (cf. nya 
for ^yj). Among the numerous later derivations 
the one which most deserves consideration is that 
suggested by Schwally (Leben naeh dem Tode, p. 
36 n.), who connects the word with nyj rdphah, a 
derivation which would bring it into contact with 
the rephd'tm or 1 shades ' of Is 14. 

Teraphim are generally supposed to have been 



household deities (cf. Gn 31", 1 S 19 1 *- », but see 
Ezk 21* 1 )- Hence it has for long been the habit 
to compare the reverence paid to them with that 
which was offered to the Lares and Penates in 
Roman times. Further, almost every passage in 
which the word occurs in OT shows that their use 
was bound up with the practices of magic and 
soothsaying (cf. especially Ezk 21 s1 ). The above 
passage in Samuel makes it also certain that the 
figures sometimes represented the human form. 
It is unknown whether these were always full life- 
size. Thus, on the one hand, the fact that Michal 
could deeeive the messengers from her father by 
leading them to believe that the muffled teraphim 
which she had laid on the bed was the figure of 
her husband, makes it probable that some were 
so. And, on the other hand, the fact that Rachel 
(Gn 31 s4 ) could hide those which she had stolen 
from Laban beneath her in the camel-litter, while 
her father searched the baggage for his lost pro- 
perty, is sufficient to prove that others were con- 
siderably smaller. Again, there is nothing in the 
incident with Michal to show conclusively whether 
such a figure represented the entire human form, 
or whether it was simply a head or at most a bust. 
Thus the suggestion of some among the Jewish 
commentators (see Moore, Comm. on Judges, p. 382) 
is not devoid of probability, viz. that the teraphim, 
at least in the early period, were mummied human 
heads, for which the refinement of later centuries 
substituted more or less rude representations in 
wood or in the precious metals. One might then 
bring their use (of which among the Hebrews we 
hear very little) into comparison with the customs 
of divination by means of such heads among the 
Hauranians (cf. Chwolsohn, Die Ssabier «. der 
Ssabismus, ii. pp. 19 ff., 150 ff. ). With great likeli- 
hood then do Stade (GVI i. p. 467) and Nowack 
(Heb. Archdol. ii. 23) consider that the teraphim 
came to represent the figures of ancestors, and make 
the consulting of them a kind of Manes oracle. 
This would further make it easy to understand 
how their use was common to the Israelites and 
the Arama'ans (cf. Gn 35 s - 4 ), and how Nebuchad- 
nezzar is represented as resorting to this method 
of divination (Ezk 2l a ). And it would serve to 
explain, since they were used for oracular pur- 
poses, why in 2 K 23 s * they are set alongside ' those 
who consult familiar spirits ' and ' wizards.' The 
reverence paid them as household deities, and the 
fact that their use was common to all the nations 
of the region, make it more natural that, though 
the teraphim were abolished by Josiah, they re- 
appear during the years of the Exile (Zee 10 s ). 
And if we recognize that they were used for such 
oracular purposes, and were not honoured with 
supreme worship, we can find it easier to under- 
stand how men who sincerely worshipped J" 
might not note the inconsistency of their pres- 
ence in their homes. See, further, art. Sooth- 
saying. 

It may be added that in Hos 3* and Jg 17' 
teraphim are mentioned along with the ephod, 
as though they were in some way connected with 
that. It was an old suggestion by Spencer (De 
legibus ffebr. ritualibus, 1. iii. diss. 7, sec. 2), that 
the Urim were of the same nature as, and even- 
tually took the place of, the teraphim. The LXX 
at Hos 2i* reads SrjXa for o*$np, and this may 
imply that the translator found in the Heb. text 
on*. A. C. Welch. 

TEREBINTH does not occur at all in AY, and 

only thrice in R V, being substituted in Is 6 U for 
' tell tree,' in Hos 4" for « elm,' and in Sir 24" 
for ' turpentine tree.' Strong reasons, however, 
can be urged (see the very full discussion in Ges. 
Thes. s.v.) for rendering by 'terebinth' when- 
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ever the Heb. is Vk [only in constr. ~ * a-nd plur. 
o^'*] or tfyt or flSfc and for reserving tn e tr. ' oak ' 
(by which these words are commonly Tendered in 
AV and RV)* for p>* [in Jos 24* aft, UI »less, as is 
probable, we should read here nS*]. See esp. Del. 
and Dillm. on Gn 12 8 , cf. Oxf. Heb. Lex. s.vc, and 
note that in Hos 4 ,s and Is 6 U rfyg and pV(i are 
clearly distinct. The references to the terebinth 
in Scripture would thus be the following : t — 

(1) *vk : Is 1 M *They shall be ashamed of the 
terebinths which ye have desired,' 57 6 'ye that 
inflame yourselves among the terebinths,' 61 s 
' that they might be called terebinths' £ [prob. t he 
figure is derived from the strength and durability 
of this tree] of righteousness,' Ezk 31" 'nor that 
their terebinths § [perh. fig. of pride] stand up in 
their might.' Elim, the second station of Israel 
after passing the Red Sea (Ex 15* 16 1 , Nu 33»- 10 ), 
may nave derived its name originally from the 
presence of terebinths, although latterly associ- 
ated more with palms. 

(2) rhtf : Gn 35* ' the terebinth which was by 
Shechem,' Jos 24* [reading nhn for n**] ' the tere- 
binth that was in the sanctuary of the Lord,' Jg 
0ii.is «t,|, e terebinth which was in Ophrah,' 2S 
Igfcia." the terebinth in which Absalom was en- 
tangled, 1 K 13" the terebinth under which the 
' man of God ' sat, 1 Ch 10" the terebinth in 
Jabesh under which the ashes of Saul and his sons 
were buried [this tree is called in 1 S 31 13 a tama- 
risk ||], Hos 4 ,s (|| jHVk and nj^) 'they burn incense 
. . . under oaks and poplars and terebinths,' Ezk 
6 U ' their idols . . . under every thick terebinth,' 
Is 1 M Judah is to be 1 as a terebinth thnt withereth,' 
6 U (II pVp) ' as a terebinth and as an oak whose stock 
remaineth when they are felled.' This tree gives 
its name to the Vale of Ei.ah (iV? p-y) 1 S 17 s - 18 
21» m, and to Elah Gn 36" ( = El-paran Gn 14 6 , 
Elath Dt 2» 2 K 14 M lfj«, and Eloth 1 K 9* 
2 K 16 s ). 

In On 49° we should probably tr. 'Naphtali is a slender 
terebinth [reading; ."PM for npj^l, the one who sends out 
jeautiful tops' (referring to the hereon and national leaders 
sprung from this tribe]; so Dillm. and many modern com- 
mentators. For other suggested renderings, with their justifi- 
cation and the necessary textual emendations, see Gunkel 
('Naphtali is a nimble hind, which drops fine lambs,' as an 
alternative to Dillm. 'a rendering), Ball (' Naphtali is a branch- 
ing vine that yieldeth comely fruit '), Hommcl (' Naphtali is a 
hind let loose, which drops he-goat lambs,' i.e. which has a 
numerous male progeny [Expos. Time*, Oct. 1900, p. 48 b J). 

(3) (ft*: Gn 12» (so Dt 11*>) 'the terebinth of 
Moreh ' (' director's terebinth'), 13 18 14" 18 1 'the 
terebinths of Mamrk,' Jg 4" ' the terebinth in 
ZAANANNIM' (cf. Jos 19" [reading j^k not pV*] 
' the terebinth of Bezaanannim '), 9« * the tere- 
binth of the pillar that was in Shechem ' (see art. 
Pillar [Plain of the]), 9 s7 'the terebinth of 
Meonenim' ('soothsayers' terebinth*), 1 S 10 s 'the 
terebinth of Tabor ' [where it is possible that we 
should read .Tjty ' of Deborah ']. 

The terebinth is repeatedly (see, amongst above 
passages, esp. Gn 12* 35*, Jos 24* Jg 6 ,T - I9 , Is I s " 
57 B , Hos 4", Ezk 6 1S ) mentioned in connexion with 
Canaanitish or Israelitish religious rites (see art. 
Sanctuary, p. 395 b ). The tr. 'terebinth* we 

* The distinction between the Heb. terms is no more main- 
tained in the LXX than in the EV. Cf. the conspectus of 
renderings in art- Oak. 

t In many of these passages RVm gives ' terebinth.' 

I XV and RV poorly ' trees of righteousness,' LXX yttuti 
Iiuuinnt, Vulg. [taking from a different *VK] fortes justitia. 

| AV ' trees,' RV [taking from a different S'K] « mighty ones.' 
The text is very doubtful ; Cornill strikes out C.tSk ; for con- 
jectural emendations see Bertholet and Kraetzschmar, ad loe. 

I It is possible that the Chronicler may have substituted fr)u 
for as being a less distinctively sacred tree marking a 
shrine. 



have contended for is supported by the circum- 
stance that this tree was less common in Palestine 
than the oak and would thus be better suited to 
mark a locality, while the higher age it attains 
would cause it to be esteemed as more sacred. 

The terebinth (Pistachio, terebinthus, L. ) grows 
in Palestine to the height of 15-17, rarely 20, feet. 
It has a thick gnarled trunk, numerous long 
branches with slender twigs, feathery leaves with 
7 oval lanceolate leaflets, which are at first of a 
reddish, but afterwards of a glossy dark-green 
colour. In Palestine the tree is deciduous, being 
an evergreen only in more southern latitudes. 
The male and female flowers grow ui o i different 
trees, the fruit consists of small oval berries which 
are produced in grape-like clusters. Turpentine 
of a very pure quality may be obtained by making 
incisions in the stem and branches, and collecting 
the resin which exudes. In modern Palestine this 
practice appears to be unknown (Rob. BRP* ii. 
222 f.). J. A. Selbie. 

TERE8H (ehn). — A chamberlain of Ahasuerus, 
who along with BlGTHAN formed a plot against 
the king, which was foiled by Mordecai, Est 2 JI 
(BAN om., ™p edpot) 6* (BA« om., ■"« 

Gdppas). It is possible that the name should be 
read enn, i.e. Theudas (see Willrich, Judaica, 
p. 19). He is called in Ad. Est 12' Tharra. 

TERTIUS (TV/mo*). — The amanuensis through 
whose agency St. Paul wrote the Epistle to the 
Romans. In Ro 16 a he joins personally in sending 
his greetings. St. Paul seems to have generally 
written by means of an amanuensis, adding just a 
few words at the end (1 Co 16-', Col 4 18 , 2 Th 3") 
in his own hand, by way of authentication, per- 
haps written in large and bold characters (Gal 0"). 
In the case of the Epistle to the Romans he prob- 
ably added the concluding doxology (16* -s7 ). It is 
an interesting subject of speculation how far the 
employment of different amanuenses who wrote 
out their shorthand notes may have influenced the 
style of different epistles or groups of epistles 
(see Sanday - Head lam, Romans, Introduction, 
p. Ix). A. C. Headlam. 

TERTULLU8. — The name is a diminutive from 
Tertius, as Lucullus from Lucius, etc. It is 
thoroughly Latin, and occurs in the 2nd cent, as 
agnomen of Pliny's colleague Cornutus, and as 
a cognomen borne by Flavii and by Sulpitii. In 
Ac 24 Ananias arrives at Cresarea to accuse Paul 
before Felix, accompanied by certain elders, 'and, 
as pleader (^ifrrwp), one Tertullus.' Tertullus was 
doubtless one of the Italian causidici who abounded 
in the provinces. The proceedings, even in the 
inferior court of a mere procurator like Felix, 
would probably be in Latin (Smith's Diet. Gr. and 
Rom. Antiq., s. 'Conventus': yet see Schtirer, 
HJP II. i. 50; Lewin, ii. 684) and conducted under 
Roman forms, requiring the services of a pro- 
fessional advocate. Tertullus was not a Jew, as 
Blass needlessly infers from his use of the first 

ferson plural. The advocate naturally identifies 
imself with his clients. Tertullus' speech begins 
with a characteristic captatio benevolentia. He 
gives to Felix the coveted praise of Pacator pro- 
vincice (v. 8 ), and welcomes the reforming hand of 
the governor, present at every place and in every 
matter (v. 8 *) ; whereas Tacitus remarks of Felix 
(Ann. xii. 54), ' intempestiuis remediis delicta 
accendebat ' (cf . Hist. v. 9). These singularly gross 
compliments, evidently condensed by Luke, cul- 
minate in a subtler turn : Tertullus hints (v. 4 ) that 
they must be distasteful to so modest a man. The 
body of the speech is evidently, in its uninter- 
polated form, a mere jotting by Luke, who may 
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have been present (20 17 27 1 ). of the heads of the 
accusation. But these are carefully preserved : 
Paul is (1) a stirrer up of ariaw, (2) the ring- 
leader of a sect, and (3) guilty of an attempt 
to profane the temple. Ihe charges are most 
skilfully chosen. Felix, with his experience (v. 10 ) 
of Jewish affairs, would realize how dangerous 
such a prisoner was to the peace of his province. 
Tertullus is a competent counsel, and knows his 
man. 

The grammar of the speech is dislocated, the participle of 
v.i° has no proper principal verb ; the interpolated passage only 
partially supplies this defect. Cases of broken construction 
are somewhat frequent in the speeches of the latter part of 
Acts: see 24i8f. 2eS.l6.3S. ( ftn obvious condensation)*. The 
author had not worked up his drafts into their final form, or at 
any rate the finishing touches were not given. A more remark- 
able example of this may be found in the eighth book of 
Thucydides, where all the speeches are left in the form of rough 
abstract* 

On fanciful etymologies suggested for the name 
(reoaroXoyoi, Ter-Tullius) see Basil Jones in Smith's 
DB, s.v. A. Robertson. 

TE8TAMENT. — This word does not occur in the 
EV of the OT ; and, whereas in the AV of the NT 
it occurs 13 times, this number is reduced to 2 in 
the RV by the substitution of 'covenant' in 11 
places. In the NT the Gr. equivalent both of 
' testament ' and of ' covenant ' is invariably i«a- 
0^ktj. In the LXX the same Gr. word is the 
equivalent of bSrith ('covenant') except in two 
passages, Dt 9 16 (napripiQ*, pi.) and 3 (1) K 11" 
(ivroMj, pi.), while it represents no other Heb. word, 
according to the best authorities, except about 8 
times : Ex 27" 31 7 32" ('edtith, « testimony '), Dt 9» 
. (ddbar, ' word '), 2 Ch 25 4 (kdlhdb, 'what is written '), 
Jer 41 (34) 18 (dibrS habbMth, ' words of the cove- 
nant'), Dn 9'» (torah, * law '), and Zee W*('ahdvdh, 
* brotherhood '). This double exclusiveness is a 
peculiarity of the LXX version, for bSrith is often 
represented in the later versions of Aquila, Sym- 
machus, and Theodotion by trwO^Kij, the common 
Gr. word for ' covenant ' in its more exact sense of 
compact between parties. Apparently, then, the 
choice of SiaOiiKTi was deliberate, and has severely 
ruled out <tw0i}ki7, even where the latter would 
have been more strictly correct, as Ps 82 (83) 8 the 
compact made with one another by Edom, Moab, 
etc. ; 1 K (S) 23 18 the covenant between David 
and Jonathan. Why this deliberate determina- 
tion, extending even to solecism ? The idea mainly 
associated with bSrith was religious, that of an 
independent, voluntary engagement or settlement 
on the part of God, and the 'least unsuitable' 
Gr. equivalent for this was diaB^, an arrange- 
ment by one, not ow0^k% an agreement between 
two ; for though Biadr/xri meant, in ordinary Greek, 
a disposition oy will, the verb dtarldecrOai covered 
authoritative arrangements generally. This ' one- 
sided' sense of Stad-^Kti (the acceptance of which is 
in harmony with Dr. Davidson's interpretation of 
bSrith in art. Covenant) comes out very clearly 
in such uses of it as in Sir 14 la - 17 ' the covenant of 
the grave ' (the imposition of death), ' the covenant 
. . . "Thou shalt die the death."' In Sir 24» 
diad^Kti is made equivalent to the Law, and in 
3(1) K 11" birith is imokal (commandments), which 
Solomon had not kept. But the Divine ' arrange- 
ment ' was a gracious one : ' the Divine dtad^Kv is a 

gromise ' ( Vaughan on Ro 9*, cf. Eph 2 12 ) ; hence 
t. Paul, while he uses SiaO-^Kij only 9 times, uses 
iwayyeXla 25 times, because it lays stress on God's 
free grace ; cf. Gn 15 18 ('the Lord made a covenant 
with Abraham ... I will give,' etc.), Ex 34 10 (' I 
will make a covenant ... I will do marvels'), 
Is 59 s1 ('This is my covenant . . . my spirit shall 
not depart'). It is true that there are conditions 
to be fu I tilled ; but the idea is that God imposes 



these as part of His beneficent arrangement ; just 
as u will imposes conditions, but is not a covenant 
in the strict sense of the term. (Cremer asserts 
that Philo uses 6m(Hiki) in no other sense than that 
of 'one-sided' disposition). 

The LXX translators made their choice of 5»a- 
OifKi) before its older signification was seriously 
affected by the extensive spread of will-making 
among the Greeks, and the assimilation by them 
of 'Roman ideas on wills' (Ramsay, Galati'tns, 
p. 360). Thus they had still at their disposal in 
the word the connotation of the solemnity and 
publicity of an irrevocable disposition by which, 
as a religious act, the maker of the disposition 
voluntarily, and by his own authority, bound hie 
heir and, concurrently, himself in the presence of 
the community and its gods, assigning to the heir 
primarily the religious duties and rights of the 
family, and imposing arrangements which the heir 
had to carry out, and which he could at once 
undertake, and into the advantages of which he 
could at once enter, while he who made the dis- 
position was still living. A word with such a 
connotation suited the idea of an irrevocable 
promise made by God to His chosen people, freely 
and on His own absolute authority, a promise of a 
religious inheritance into which they could at once 
enter by fulfilling the conditions which God, on 
the same absolute authority, imposed (Ramsay, 
Galatians, p. 361 ff.). 

Aiad-fiKi) is of course often used in the NT in the 
OT sense, Lk l 72 , Ac 3* Ro 9*. Eph 2". In some 
passages engagement and testamentary disposition 
seem to be combined (He 9 16 , 1 Co 11 s5 ), the Siafc)«ij 
being a testament in the light of the death, an 
engagement in the light of the blood shed as a 
pledge (Evans). The sense of 4 will,' the ordinary 
Gr. sense, is an exclusively NT usage ; and this 
usage varies in its aspect according to the con- 
ceptions of the readers for whom the Epistles in 
which it occurs were designed. Thus the Epistle 
to the Hebrews — even if it was intended for a 
Church in Jerusalem and not in Rome — was written 
to a people who knew only the Roman will, out of 
which the rabbinical will in Palestine arose, and 
on which it was modelled. Hence the will there 
spoken of is regarded as in force only after the 
maker's death (9 ,4 " n ), and consequently the writer 
is led to argue that a death is connected with 
every Divine Sia0^xri, specially with the last will, 
that of Christ ; and according to Roman law the 
last will was alone valid. In Gal 3 18 , on the other 
hand, where again a human will, a will dealing 
with an inheritance (3 18 ), furnishes the parallel, 
the writer conceives of a will known to his readers 
as irrevocable and unalterable, even by the maker, 
when once it has been made by him and ratified 
by public authority, and argues from this analogy 
that the Law could not, as .a hostile codicil, 
abrogate the Promise. Further, the devolution 
under this will was a devolution of religions 
responsibilities and rights, and those who inherited 
these under the will became there and then son* 
as inheriting and continuing the faith of Abraham 
(3 7 ). Such a will was not Roman but Greek, or 
rather Gncco-Syrian, and its regulations are found 
in the Roman-Syrian law-book, which recognized 
Gneco-Syrian law as still largely in force in the 
Eastern provinces. This law regarded will-making 
as per se son-making ; and where sons were thus 
made by adoption (Gal 4 s ), which was not a Jewish 
practice of any importance, they could not be put 
away; they were even in a better position than 
sons by birth. Thus the line of thought is that the 
believing Gentiles inheriting and continuing the 
faith of Abraham became thereby adopted sons, 
with a title more secure than the ' Jews by nature.' 
But at Ro 8 17 , ' If sons, then heirs,' the idea is 
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reversed. Here we are in the atmosphere of 
Roman law ; and the idea in Roman law was that 
children must inherit. 

It is noticeable that the Latin word fcedus, 
signifying a covenant between parties, is also 
applied to an independent, ' one-sided ' disposition, 
arrangement, imposition. When Lncretius (ii. 
254) writes of fceaera fati he means nothing else 
than the arrangements imposed by fate ; and 
Vergil (Georg. i. 60) and Ovid (Met. x. 353), as 
well as Lucretius (v. 924), speak of the fasdera 
imposed by nature. But the classical usage of 
StaO^Ktj as 'will,' and the close connexion or the 
word in the OT with the idea of xXtyx* (inherit- 
ance), together with the intensification in the NT 
of the idea of son ship, combined to bring testa- 
men turn into greater favour than fcedus as the 
rendering of StaB^Kv, especially as foedus suggested 
equality and testamentum superiority. Finally, 
as a consequence, testamentum became the title 
of the documents containing the attested promises 
of blessings willed by God and bequeathed to us in 
the death of Christ. 

LrrMUTtms.— Ramsay, Historical Commentary on Oalatians ; 
If itteis, Reiehereeht und Volksrecht ; Brans and Sachau, Kin 
ei/risch-romisches Rechtsbuch aus dem fun/ten Jahrhundert ; 
Cremer, Bibl.-Theol. Worterbueh ; the publications by Grenfell 
and Hunt on the Egyptian papyri ; and the various Com- 
mentaries and Bible Dictionaries. J. M ASS1E. 

TESTAMENTS OF THE XII PATRIARCHS.— 

i. Title and Contents. — This most valuable 
pseudepigraph has never received the attention it 
deserves, but the next few years will witness a 
full atonement for past neglect. This writing 
consists, as the title indicates, of the dying com- 
mands of the twelve sons of Jacob to their 
children. The idea is in part derived from the 
Testament of Jacob in Gn 49. Each Testament 
treats of some virtue or vice which finds special 
illustration in the life of this or that patriarch. 
In some cases the virtue or vice in question ap- 
pears in the title. This holds true of the Greek 
MS C throughout. But in this respect C is late ; 
for in O* and R all mention of the virtues and 
vices is omitted, and where they appear in P (as 
they do in a few cases) they differ in all but two 
instances from C. In the Armenian Version the 
titles of Simeon, Benjamin, Issachar, and Zebulun 
contain no reference to ethical characteristics, and 
those of Levi and Gad differ from their forms in 
CP. It is probable, therefore, that the name of 
each Testament was originally merely Aiadjuij in 
the Greek Version, followed by the name of the 
particular patriarch to whom it was ascribed, and 
nuns in the original with a similar sequence. 
(Compare the Hebrew title of the Testament of 
Naphtali '^nw rums, published by Gaster, and ob- 
serve that is used technically of a man's last 
will and testament, 2S 17 13 , 2K 20', Is 38'). 
According to K, it is true that the title of each 
Testament is merely the name of the patriarch. 
The title of the entire work was probably 1 The 
Twelve Patriarchs * ; for it is mentioned simply as 
JJarptdpxat in the Stichometry of Niccphorus, the 
Synopsis Athanasii, and other lists. 

In the next place it is to be observed that in 
each of the Testaments three elements can be dis- 
tinguished. (1) The patriarch gives a brief history 
of his life, in which he emphasizes his particular 
virtue or vice. This history is generally a mid- 
rashic expansion of certain biblical statements, 
bnt in some cases it contains materials that are in 
direct conflict with them. (2) The patriarch next 
proceeds to 1 improve ' on the incidents just set 
forth in his own career, and exhorts his children 
to imitate the virtues or to shun the vices that 
were conspicuous in it. (3) Finally, the patriarch 
* COPR denote Greek MSB. See below, | v. («*> 
VOL. IV.— 46 



deals prophetically with the destinies of his 
descendants, emphasizes the premier rank and 
authority of Levi and Judah, and foretells the 
evils of overthrow and captivity that they will 
bring upon themselves should they fall into sin and 
disown the hegemony of Levi and Judah. These 
predictions are for the most part of purely Jewish 
authorship, but not a few are distinctively Chris- 
tian. 

ii. Criticism.— To account for the conflicting 
Jewish and Christian elements which appear side by 
side in the work, Grabe (Spicileg. Patrum*, 1714, 
i. 129-144, 335-374) suggested that the book was 
written by a Jew and subsequently interpolated 
by a Christian. This hypothesis, however, failed 
till recently to gain the suffrages of scholars, 
mainly owing to the opposition of Corrodi (Krit. 
Gesch. des Chiliasmus, ii. 101-110). For nearly 
two centuries after Grabe little progress was made. 
Nitzsch (de Test. XII Patriarch, hbro VT pseud., 
Wittenberg, 1810) described the author as a Jewish 
Christian of Alexandria, who had imbibed many 
Essene doctrines ; whereas Ritschl (Entstehung der 
altkathol. Kirche 1 , 322 ft". ) assigned the book to a 
Gentile Christian, mainly on the ground of Benja- 
min 11, a chapter which, we now know, is a Chris- 
tian interpolation ; bnt in the second edition of the 
work abandoned this view and advocated a Naza- 
rene authorship. 

It is needless here to enter on a discussion of the views of 
Kayser (Die Test der Zwolf Pair., in Reuss and Cuniti's Bei- 
tr&ge tu den theolog. Wieeeneehaften, 1851, pp. 107-140), who, 
lolling back on Grabe' s theory of interpolation, traced the book 
bo Eblonitic circles; or on those of- Vorstman (Disquisitio de 
Test. XII Patriareharum orifrine et prelio, 1857), who sub- 
mitted Kayser 1 a theory to a severe criticism, and concluded that 
the Testaments showed no trace of Ebionism, but were the 
product of Gentile Christianity. This conclusion, which up- 
holds Ritschl's first view, was subsequently upheld by Hilgenfeld 
ZWT, 1858, pp. 395 ff.; 1871, 802 ff.), while the view of Nitrsch 



(Z WT, 1868, pp. ! 

was adopted by Lamren (Das JudetUhum, 1866, pp 140-167 
and Sinker (Test. XII Patr. 1869, pp 16-34 ; Appendix with 
collation of R and P, 1879; art 'Test XII Patr.' in Smith's 
Dictionary of Christian Biography, iv. 885-874). 

It must be confessed that, so far, few results of 
permanent value were arrived at, but in 1884 a 
great advance was made through Schnapp (Die 
Test, der XII Patr. untersucht, Halle, 1884), who 
revived in an improved form Grabe's hypothesis 
of Christian interpolation of an originally Jewish 
work. Schnapp's theory is that in its original 
form the book consisted, of biographical details 
respecting each of the patriarchs, and of appro- 
priate exhortations founded on these details. 
Thus the work embraced only two of the three 
elements mentioned above. At a later date this 
book was worked over by a Jewish writer, who 
enriched all the Testaments with sections dealing 
with the coming destinies of the various tribes and 
with other details of an apocalyptic character. 
Finally, the hook was re-edited by a Christian, who 
in some cases made large additions, and in others 
merely modified the text in order to adapt its 
predictions to Christianity. 

Subsequent research has notably confirmed part 
of the above theory. Thus Cony'beare's collation 
of the Armenian \ersion in the JQR[\893], 375- 
398; [1896], 260-288, 471-485, proved that very 
many of the passages marked by Schnapp as 
Christian interpolations were absent from that 
version. 

Since Schnapp's work the Testaments have been 
rehandled from various sides, by Kohler (JQR, 
1893, pp. 400-406), Gaster (PSDA, 1893, 1894), 
Marshall (PSIiA, 1894), Charles (Encyclopedia 
Biblica, 1899, i. 237-241). and Bousset (ZNTW, 
1900, 142-175, 187-209). Bousset's articles are of 
great value, and will call for frequent reference. 

Since many of the above articles were published before 
Kautssch's Apokryphen und Pteudepvrraphen dee Alien Trsta- 
menU, 1900, ft must be confessed that it is with disappointment 
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that scholars have turned to Schnapp's introduction to and 
translation of the Testaments in that volume. Both are quite 
inadequate from the standpoint of our present knowledge. 

1. Christian Interpolations. — These were, as we 
have seen, rejected hy Schnapp merely on internal 
grounds in 1884, though he could occasionally have 
justified his conclusions from R. But even in his 
translation * of 1900 he has repeatedly failed to 
call attention to the fact that his conjecture is 
confirmed by MS evidence, and in many passages 
he has attributed too much to the interpolator, 
where a study of his textual authorities would 
have enabled him to make much smaller and 
neater excisions. But not only can the student 
summon rich textual materials to his aid, he can 
also in not a few cases detect the interpolator's 
hand in certain poetical passages where the 
foreign element destroys the rhythm and paral- 
lelism. Thus Levi 18, Judah 25, Simeon 6, Dan 5 
are either wholly or in part Hebrew poetry. Only 
the first of these has been recognized by Schnapp 
as being such. We quote a few liues as an illus- 
tration— 

Tin iftAi.'^u n yii Xaft, 

Ksi <rms X«« mvtXiirm. 

Tin xmrutrui.ru i yfi rmwm «»• rmfmj^il, 

Kai vmru. q uwi ci.fn.ti> mwi WiXlfJM. 

T»T| 2^* i>a«f otrfcViTtu, 

'Otj KCpit i Sik p**** 'lrfmik, fuiriputtt «<r< ykt 

ii< itBp*irtf Ui r*S*" •» »ivS ri» 'ASau.. 
T#TI S»Br,ritTm wuttm th wii/Lurm, rr,i cA«>« til nniriifi|n>, 
Kai ittptwm fimriXtCnvn t<5» witrfSt t>iuu»«h. 

It will be seen that v.* destroys the parallelism. We must 
reject as interpolations *•« 'lrpmix and ir *ir£ ri» 

' AJaj* from a comparison of the two Armenian recensions (see 
Bousset, ZNTW [1900], 147). The £* i>Bfm**< is against the 
parallelism. The verse probably read— 

"Or; Kifit i 0Mf tmitrmu i<rl yii. 

By means of textual authorities the Christian 
interpolations can be removed from Beuben, 
Issachar, Judah, and Zebulun. Those in Simeon 
can be reduced to one or two phrases in 6. 7, and 
likewise those in chapter 8. Dan 5. 6. 7 cannot be 
wholly purged by means of textual authorities, 
nor yet Naphtali 4. 8. — In Joseph 19 the Greek is 
defective and the Armenian corrupt ; but Schnapp 
is wrong in branding the bulk of it as a Christian 
interpolation, it is probably a fragment of an early 
Maccatuean Apocalypse. — As regards Benjamin, 
though the distinctively Christian phrases are 
omitted by the Armenian at the close of 3, yet the 
promise of redemption through Joseph is sus- 
picious. Though d/xw/xot inrip irbjiur vapadod^fferai 
could be said of him, yet the next phrase ira/idp- 
TTfrot inrip iffefiwr dxofaretrai cannot be justly re- 
ferred to him. In 9 the Christian interpolations 
in the Or. are wanting in the Arm., save the words 
vPpurO-titTCTai (cf. Lk 18 s *) and i^ovdtpue^arrtu (Lk 
23"), which appear Christian. In Levi 2. 3 the 
text of COP is very corrupt, but by means of 
recension a of the Armenian and K it is possible 
to recover the primitive Jewish text. This latter 
text described the three heavens, but this account 
was intended by the interpolator to be an account 
of the seven heavens. To this question we shall 
return presently. In Levi 4 ana 10 and in 14 s t 
Christian interpolations are present alike in Gr. 
and Arm., and one or two phrases at the close 
of 16. The famous passage in Levi 8, which claims 
for the descendant of Levi the triple honours of 
prophet, priest, and king, becomes intelligible 
through the aid of R and the Arm., and is of 
Jewish origin. It refers to John Hyrcanus. To 
this section we shall return later. 

The Christian interpolations, therefore, which 

* Schnapp has printed in his translation all the passages he 
considers Christian interpolations, in spaced type. This Ls a 
very convenient arrangement. We shall touch upon most of 
these in the sequel. 

t Where a form such as 14 B is used in reference to the 
Testaments, it means ch. 14, line 6, in Sinker's edition. 



cannot be eliminated by textual authorities, do 
not extend beyond certain phrases or sentences in 
Sim. 6. 7, Levi 4. 10. 14. 17, Dan 5. 6. 7, Napht. 
4. 8, Asher 7, Joseph 19, Benj. 3 (?). 9. # Thus by 
means of recent research about three-fourths of 
the Christian interpolations have been removed 
from the text. 

' 2. The Source and Character of the Christian 
Interpolations.— Schnapp was of opinion that all 
the Christian passages were inserted in the text by 
a single Christian interpolator. The present writer 
in 1899 (Encyc. Biblica, i. 239) contended that the 
evidence pointed rather to a succession of inter- 

folators. Bousset, however (ZNTW [1900], 174), 
as since maintained Schnapp's view, on the ground 
of the unusual affinities subsisting between the 
interpolated passages. Assuming, then, that all 
the interpolations were from one hand, Bousset 
has not much difficulty in determining the prob- 
able period of the interpolator to be between A.D. 
150 and 200. But his assumption cannot be main- 
tained, as we hope to show presently. In the 
meantime, excluding the conflicting statements, 
we have the following theological doctrines in the 
Christian additions : — 

Thus 'the Lamb of God,' Benj. 8", 'the Only -begotten,' 
Benj. 98, should be born of a virgin of Judah, Jos. 19*-, a man, 
indeed, Napht 4 U , a man from the seed of Judah, Jud. 24», yet 
at once God and man, Sim. 7*. ' God ' should ' take a body,' 
Sim. 6>3, and appear as ' God in the flesh,' Bent 10 1 *-, and 
dwell with men on earth, Napht 8**v He should be ' sinless,' 
Jud. H*, Benj. 3 1B , ' the Light of the world,' having come 
' to lighten every man,' Levi 14 s , ' the Branch of the Most High 
and Fount of life for all flesh,' Jud. 248. He should be a High 
Priest, Reub. 6 ,3f -, and ' the Saviour of Israel,' Napht 8 s , ' the 
Saviour of the Gentiles,' Dan 6 1 *, the Saviour of the world, 
Levi 4" 17 s , Benj. S", and 'save Israel and all the Gentiles," 
Asher 7* (Benj. 3»), vea, all mankind, Levi 2'« (Sim. 6»' «•). 
On earth He should be baptised, Levi 18", and acknowledged 
by the voice of the Father from heaven, Levi 18 13 , should after- 
wards be seised by the high priests, Levi 14 s - 6, ' insulted, set at 
nought and lifted up on a tree,' Benj. 9* f -, crucified, Levi 4", 
' die for the godless,' Benj. 3i». The veil of the temple should 
be rent, Benj. 9 10 , Hades robbed through His sufferings, Levi 4* : 
He should redeem His sons from Beliar, Zeb 9"*, take the 
captives from Beliar, even the souls of the saints, Dan 
ascend from Hades, Benj. 9' if-, rise from the dead, Levi 16* 
17»», ascend into heaven, Levi 18», Benj. 9".t 

The above is a fairly full Christology to be 
worked into a Jewish book. We have now to 
draw attention to conflicting statements on the 
doctrine of the Incarnation. 

In accordance with the account Just given, it is said in Ben]. 
lOWf. that ' the King of heaven will appear on earth in the form 
of a man ' (i> u**rf. kttfint»u\ On the other hand, the doctrine 
is probably Docetic in %eb.-9 u 'ye will see God in the fashion 
of a man ' (i> rz'.iuMTi itBftiwu), and undoubtedly so in Asher 7* 
'God in the semblance of man' {Btit tit mApu irrtuptiuMty 
Again, there is a third view represented, the Patripassian. in 
Sim. 6 ,0f ', where we read of ' the Lord, the great God of Israel,' 
appearing on earth as man. In Asher 7 6f - the language betrays 
the same standpoint: 'The Highest (• T^trrt) will visit the 
earth — as man, eating and drinking with men ' ; and in Levi 4* 
'the sufferings of the Highest' Tne contrast is brought into 
fuller relief by such a declaration as that in Levi 4" 'TBI the 
Lord visit all the nations through the mercy of his Son.' Again 
there is a want of uniformity as regards the descent of Christ 
Thus He is said to be from Judah only, Napht 6», from Judah 
and Levi, Gad &■*, Dan 63, from Levi and Judah, Sim. 7«, Lev. 
218. in. 

Together with the above phenomena, we should 
observe that the Christian additions are very 
differently attested by the Gr. MSS COPR. R 
has the fewest of these, and in many cases attests 
single-handed the non-interpolated text against 
COP and the two Arm. recensions ; OP attest 
it in a few cases, and C in at least one (Levi 18"). 
Of the two Armenian recensions, a agrees most 
with R, and /3 with COP. Finally, each Gr. MS 
has Christian additions peculiar to itself, and 

• Bousset (op. cit. p. 173) makes the list slightly shorter. 

t In addition to the above, observe the important passage 
(Benj. 11) regarding St Paul, which mentions his writings and 
achievements ; also the expansion of the account of the three 
heavens into one of the seven heavens in Levi i 3 ; but this 
expansion may be due to a Jewish hand. 
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similarly the Armenian Version (cf. Sim. 7 lfc ) and 
apparently each of its recensions. 

From the above facts, therefore, we conclude 
that the Christian additions are due to several 
hands, and were made at different periods, probably 
from the middle of the 2nd cent, onwards. 

3. Integrity of original Jewish Testaments. — We 
have seen how thoroughly critical research has 
confirmed Schnapp's theory that the Christian 
references in the text are the result of interpola- 
tion. We have now to consider his second hypo- 
thesis, that the apocalyptic sections do not belong 
to the original work, wnich confined itself to bio- 
graphical details and practical exhortations founded 
on these. Thus two different sources are postulated. 
But Schnapp has not succeeded in establishing 
this hypothesis as he did the former. He has tried 
to allow, indeed, that in the Testament of Joseph 
we have two partially conflicting accounts of 
Joseph's history, derived from different authors — 
i.e. 1-10* and 10 b -18. But, even if we agreed with 
l.im that these sections sprang from two distinct 
sources, this concession would not support his 
hypothesis. On the other hand, his analysis of 
this Testament may be quite wrong. We may 
have here merely a transposition of the text such 
as is found in the Ethiopic Enoch, chs. 91-94. 
Nearly every difficulty disappears if we read it in 
the following order— 1. 1CM6. 2-9. 17-20. In the 
Testament of Levi the section ch. 2, us Si iir<*ital*o- 
pt* . . . 6, ip xapbiq. fiov, certainly conflicts with 
its present context. This vision does not refer to 
the events before and after, except in 6 s " 8 , but has 
« general fitness, in that its object is the glorifica- 
tion of Levi. The writer of the Testament may 
have embodied this section from already existing 
materials, or it may have been added subsequently 
by an interpolator. But, neglecting further con- 
sideration of Schnapp's hypothesis of two Jewish 
sources, we may observe that the evidence points 
rather to a groundwork, written, as we shall 
presently see, in the 2nd cent. B.C., in praise of the 
earlier Maccabaeans, and enlarged with certain 
interpolations of a conflicting character in the 
1st cent. B.C. These interpolated sections, which 
constitute an attack on the later Maccalweans, are 
Levi 10. 14-16, Jnddb 21-23, Dan 5 (certain para- 
graphs), Zebulun 9, Sim. 7 4 .* With these sections 
we shall deal presently when establishing the dates 
of their origin and that of the groundwork. 

iii. Date. — The earliest reference to our book 
by name is not earlier than Origen (Horn, in 
Jo&uam, 15* Ted. Lommatzsch, xi. 143] : * In aliquo 

auodam libello qui appellator testamentum duo- 
ecim patriarcharum, quamvis non habeatur in 
can one, talem tamen quendam sensum invenimus 
quod per singulos peccantes singuli satano? in- 
telligi debeant '). An earlier reference may exist 
in Fragment 17, Irena?us (ed. Stirren, i. 836, 837).. 
External evidence, therefore, is of slight service 
for our present purpose. The internal evidence, 
however, is happily clear and decisive. 

The groundwork of the Testaments constituted an apology 
on behalf of the Maocabtean high priests. Thus in Keub. <!'» 
Che words axttiatfiiai it wXiuit ipaxilt Mai ktpirut can only be 
interpreted of a high priest who Is also a warrior, t Such a 
description would suit John Hyrcanus. Earlier in the same 
chapter this double function is referred to more clearly, im- 

m>.u fit xpim Mil Bvriat iiwlp »k»t»( '\epai.X. And a few lines 
later, tiXry^rrrai t»» 'Irpaij. . • . S» It aurS i{iXiJ«T» KvpiM 

ftm*A*&*n mnt r*v Xatv (R). But the reference becomes still 
clearer in Levi i xpirtt iwiu^r.Si.nm «i™ in.ua Manit, 'in 

fimnXiut it r£ (Arm. Or. MSS give is «D wrongly) itarrf,- 
n««, Mai n»ti,ru Upxrfiat tint, Mark rtt nWtt rit ithmt, tit witra 



• So also Bousset on the whole (op. eit. 189ff.) in 1900. The 
present writer had drawn attention to this fact in his Etchato- 
Ingy, Hebrew, Jneith, and Chrtitian, 1899, and to the early 
elements in the Testaments in Kncyc Biblica, I 237-241. 

t Another reference to the warrior priests occurs in Sim. 5**- 
mai it Acv/ kimiirtvrit it foifaia kkX *i ivrfirtvrai wpit Aim, Jti 
wixm+* Kupi$v rtXiftftru. 



rm iSrK.' These clauses point clearly to the civil and priestly 

functions of the Maccabees subsequent to B.C. 163, and a few 
lines further on the attribution of prophetic powers to this 

family (A 41 xapnna aurtv kyavr.ri,, in rp+ptxrtf u^irrtu [O]) 

enables us to identify the very member of this, dynasty to whom 
our author alludes. This was John Hyrcanus, t who, according 
to Josephus (BJ I. ii. 4 ; Ant. xm. x. 7), combined in his own 
person the threefold offices pf prophet, priest, and king (rpia 

y*C» ra MparimUtra pUtt fix" W *• kpxi' *»» tVttvt »»< nit 

*PX' ip*rv-»\* Mai t/njun.'..). This limits the date of the work to 
B.C. 135-105. To the above period belongs the eschatology of 
the Messianic hymn in Dan !>' a '■>'■', according to the best textual 
authorities, with the exception of such an expression as xks 
rit kyitn MaXtrti fit imurit (so Arm.) in Dan 5*1, and ( 
one or two phrases. X The some is true of the Messianic hymn 
in Jud. 24 and the account of the resurrection in Jud. 25. 

Unhappily, the second Apocalypse in Jos. 19 is too hopelessly 
corrupt, even in the Armenian,} to arrive at any definite chrono- 
logy. Finally, in Napht 5"-i« the successive nations are men- 
tioned that brought Israel into bondage; the last of these is 

the Syrians: 'Arruptti, Mr,3ti, Tliprai, 'KXipuun, riA«x*"<< 
XaXtam, Hp*i, ttknptniiAnvrn it tfi%pvaXur'>a ra iituea rMnrrpa 
vu'lrfMT.X. Thus the passage was written prior to the domina- 
tion of Rome, ie. before ac. 63. 

The book, therefore, so far as we have considered 
it, was written between B.c. 135 and 63. Since, 
however, no reason has appeared for bringing the 
terminus ad quern later than B.C. 103, the work 
may safely be assigned to the years B.C. 135-103.11 
It would thus form a sequel to Eth. Enoch 83-90, 
which was written before B.C. 161. It reproduces 
some of its phraseology in Jos. 19. 

But certain passages, to which we have already referred, 
belong, like Eth. Enoch 91-104, and the Psalms of Solomon, to a 
later date. In these the Maccabtean king-priesU are the object 
of the fiercest invective. These attacks are made in Levi iu'-»- 15 , 
where, as in Ps-Sol 2. 4. 8, the priests are charged with destroy- 
ing the Law and teaching false doctrine (cf. Eth. En. 94"), w «th 
seducing Israel (cf. Eth. En 94* 104 10 ), with profaning the temple, 
with committing fornication, and marrying the daughters of 
the Gentiles. Again, in Jud. 23, Judah is charged with every 
kind of abomination and idolatry (cf. Eth. En 99'-"). But the 
notes of < time are still more manifest in Jud. 22 1 -*, which speaks 
of internal divisions and civil wars and the overthrow of the 
Moccabaxm dynasty by aliens (i-rilu 31 airiit tnupirut w' 

aXX'.Xan Mai wiXipiu runxfit irttrai it 'IrpaiX, Mai it aXXafiXut 

rvmXirdi.rtrai « fimrikt.ee airar [Arm. Or. tut*]). The aliens 
may be taken to be the Romans or the Herodian dynasty (which 
was of Idumsean origin). In Zeb. 9*- 7E the civil strife between 
Aristobulus il and Hyrcanus II. is clearly depicted : MA rxirHn 

fit ivt mtfaXat ... 'Et ir%arait iptipait . . . iitipiBi.rtrSt it 'Irpai.X, 

tmi it* jiariXivrn i{c»A«b#r.rfTi. 8ince the writer in the last 
passage says that this civil war will be it ir^arait iuipait (cf. 
I^evi 10, iii fKtf-iXi.fi i-it a'.intn ; also Levi 14), it follows that the 
composition of Levi 10. 14-16, Jud 22. 23, Dan 5l*-&, Zeb. 9, 
cannot be of a much later date, and may be reasonably assigned 
to the years &c 60-40. It is more difficult to determine the 
date of Jud 21. This chapter stands by itself in attacking the 
monarchy and in upholding the priesthood. Bousset (op. ext. 
192) assigns it to the time of Hyrcanus il 

iv. Language. — The time of composition in 
itself determines this question in the main. The 
various writers of the work belonged in all cases 
to the ranks of the HASlDiEANS, who maintained 
the doctrines afterwards upheld by the Pharisees. 
The original, we therefore presume, was written in 
Semitic, and, in all probability, in Hebrew. The 
present writer has elsewhere pointed out (Encyc. 
Biblica, i. 239-241) that (1) Hebrew constructions 
and expressions are frequent, (2) that parono- 
masia; which are lost in the Greek can frequently 

* This kingly high priest is the theme also of Levi 18 2 — 

T«ti iytpfi Kipiet itpia win, 
*y ratris d Xeyt Kupitv *T*xaXvf94r*tTai. 
Kai avrit wtir.ru Mfirtt aXiVfiat iri tt}< y$ f I, vXi.Bu rjapSt, 
Kai itariXfi arrptt avriu it ripati ait fiartXiut (P Arm.). 

t So already Kohler, JQR v. 402 ; and subsequently Bousset. 

J The Messianic hope here appears as in Eth. En. 83-90. The 
Messiah is said to proceed from 'Judah and Levi.* This is 
certainly wrong for ' Judah ' or ' Levi ' or ' Levi and Judah ' ; cf. 
Dan 6», Reub 6, Sim. 6. 7, Levi 2, I as. 5. The order ' Judah and 
Levi ' is found in Christian interpolations, as Bousset has already 
recognized ; ct Gad 8, Jos. 19. According to Jud. 24, the Messiah 
is to be descended from Judah. This no doubt is what is meant 
in Eth. En. 9037. as ; for the Messiah is there distinguished from 
Judos Maccabeus, who is represented as fighting till the advent 
of the Messianic kingdom. Bousset assigns both these hymns 
to the latter half of the 1st cent it ; but the character of the 
eschatology is wholly against this assumption. 

f See Preuschen's translation in ZA'TW [1900], 138. 

i This date holds good of the narrative portions also. See 
Bousset, op. cit. 197-205. 
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be restored by retranalation into Hebrew, and 
(3) that certain passages which are obscure or 
unintelligible in the. Greek become clear on re- 
translation into Hebrew. We shall content our- 
selves with one or two examples of the above 
statements. 

Thus In Reub. 8 !• mUZ idxif = 13 mz ; Levi 8» l*>aXvM- 
rtnu mirri tti/t* nmttii = thn DC* lS mp\ Napht l» it rmfv^yUt 
JtrWnrf*P«x*A. . . 3ii t.Et. inkt.fa N«ffta«.>= . . . hrr\ n^nBJ 
'WfflJ Timpj ph. Finally, in Napht 6»- .'3«i> *«tir» . . 

/unit rmpiz*n, iarif i»vrii hi «i>j8i^Mtr«>, the phrase furrt* 
**f*X—% which = nV? xb>0, has arisen from a corrupt dittography 
of t«Sa = ixT« >urin. This last tact was pointed out by 
Caster (PSBA, Dec 1883, Feb. 1844) in his edition of the Hebrew 
text ol a Testament of Naphtali, and may be regarded as con- 
elusive; for the above phrase is. found in this Hebrew Testa- 
ment— t6o itSa . . . roVn n n i* mm,' 

v. Versions (Greek, Aramaic, Syriao, Armenian, 
Slavonic, Latin). — The earliest versions were the 
Greek, the Armenian, and probably the Syriac. 
(a) Of the Greek Version -six MSS are known. Of 
these, the Cambridge MS (C) of the 10th and the 
Oxford MS (O) of the 14th cent, have already been 
made known through Sinker's edition of the Greek 
text (The Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs, 
1869) ; the Vatican MS (K) of the 13th and the 
Patmos MS (P) of the 16th cent., through the 
Appendix he published in 1879. The two remain- 
ing MSS are still unpublished, but are being used 
by Sinker in forming a new Greek text. It is to 
be presumed that in the new text II will be mainly 
followed and not C as in the old edition. 

(6) The Aramaic Version. — This version was not 
brought to light till quite recently. Only one 
complete leaf and a half of the' entire MS have 
been preserved. The MS was brought by Schechter 
from the Cairo Genizah in 1896, and its contents 
recognized in 1900 by H. L. Pass, who, together 
with J. Arendzen, published the text in the JQR 
[1900], 651-661. The fragmentary folio contains a 
passage somewhat similar to Jud. 5. The complete 
folio lias portions of Levi 11-13. Although at 
times the Greek and Aramaic agree word for word, 
they more often diverge both as to contents and to 
order. The Aramaic is much fuller. It is note- 
worthy that it agrees in this respect with the 
Syriac fragment against the Greek. To this point 
we shall return in dealing with that version. 

(c) The. Syriac Version. — Of this version only a 
fragment remains, preserved in a Syr. MS [Brit. 
Mas., Add. 17,193 — Cat. ii. 997], dated A.D. 874. 
This MS consists of a series of 125 extracts from 
different sources, No. 80 of which is derived from 
Levi 12. This extract contains three sentences 
which are unattested by the Greek, and it was 

f robably on this ground that Preuschen (ZNTW 
1900], 108) declared that its evidence was valueless 
as regards the existence of a Syriac Version. Now, 
it is worthy of remark that these additional three 
sentences are present word for word in the newly 
discovered Aramaic ; and yet, so far as all three 
versions have a common text, the Syriac and Greek 
agree against the Aramaic. Thus, Gr. and- Syr. 
give 6ktu> where Aram. = oKTwuaiSeica, and where 
the former give o*rw*aW«*a the latter = t»pea- 

KCuScKd. 

(d) The Armenian Version. — It is to F. C. 
Conybeare that we owe our first knowledge of the 
value of the Armenian Version, through his 
collation of the Armenian with Sinker's Greek 
text of the Testaments of Iteuiten, Simeon, 
Judah, Dan, Joseph, Benjamin (JQll [1895], 375- 
398; [1898], 260-268, 471-485). In 1896 the lirst 
Armenian edition of the text was published by 
the Mechitarist Fathers at Venice in a small 
volume, including many other non-canonical writ- 
ings of the OT. This edition is based on five 
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MSS.* Subsequently Preuschen wrote a learned 
article (ZNT W [1900], 106- 140), in which he shows, | 
in dependence on the Venice edition, that there 
were two recensions of the Armenian text o and 0, 
of which the former is much the briefer and 
earlier, and contains likewise fewer Christian 
interpolations. In this article he gives a German 
translation of the Testament of Levi. For further 
details see op. ext. 130-140. 

(e) The Slavonic Version. — This version exists in 
two recensions, which are published by Tichon- 
rawow in his Monuments of Old Russian Apoc- 
ryphal Literature [1863], i. 96-145 and 146-232. 
Vv ith the help of Bonwetsch, Bousset*t«8 fc ed-'thiH I 
version and found it worthless for textual purposes. 
It is most nearly related to the Greek text of 
O (P). 

(/) No earlier Latin Version is known than that 
of Robert Grosse teste. This was made from C, 
and is valueless, therefore, from a critical stand- I 
point. 

vi. Value of the Testaments. — This work 
has been simply a sealed book till the present, 
owing to the difficulty of discriminating the 
various elements in the text. Now that we have 
achieved this task in its main outlines, we discover 
that we have in the groundwork of the Testa- 
ments a unique work of the 2nd cent. B.C. ; for, < 
with the exception of Jubilees, it constitutes the 
only Apology in Jewish literature for the religious 
and civil hegemony of the Maccabees from the 
Pharisaic standpoint To the few Jewish inter- 
polations which belong to the next cent, a large 
interest attaches; for these, like Eth. Enoch 91- 
104 and the Psalms of Solomon, constitute an 
unmeasured attack on every office — propHetic, 
priestly, or kingly — administered by the Macca- 
bees. But, turning aside from the historical to the 
religious bearings of the book, we may notice 
shortly its eschatology, its teaching on the various 
heavens, and its peculiar view as to the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

(a) The Eschatology. — We shall confine our atten- ' 
tion to three Messianic passages, I>evi 18, J ud. 24. 25, 
and Dan S M : According to Levi 18, the Messiah is 
to spring from Levi and be the eternal High Priest 
and civil ruler of the nation, Levi 18". During hi-* 
rule sin should gradually cease, Levi 1 8" ; Beliar be 
bound, Levi 18*' ; the gates of Paradise be opened I 
and the saints eat of the tree of life, Levi 18' 9 "". We 
have here an eternal Messianic kingdom on earth 
as in Eth. Enoch 83-90. In Jud. 24. 25 and Dan 
5°-** the forecast is on the whole the same, save 
that the Messiah is to spring not from Levi but 
from Judah (Jud. 24 s , Dan 5°t), as no doubt also 
in Eth. Enoch 90* 7 - ». These hymns would be 
earlier, if we are right, than that in Levi 18, and 
would thus be written before enthusiasm for John 
Hy rearms had reached its height. According to 
these hymns, the resurrection (of the righteous?) is 
to take place during the Messiah's reign (Jud. 25), 
the evil spirits are to be cast into eternal fire (Jnd. 
25"), the saints to live in Eden (Dn 5"), and all the | 
nations to rejoice (Jud. 25 w ), and God to abide with 
men (Dan 5 JI ). Here also we have an eternai 
Messianic kingdom on earth, in which tho Gentiles 
pai ticipate. 

• There are seven other MSS known to scholars. Two of these 
have been collated by Conybeare, belonging respectively to the 
London Bible Society and to Lord Zouche ; see ZNTW {1WD), 
108-110. 

t In Dan the text says 'Judah and Levi' Since this is the 
order of these names in the Christian interpolations, we must 
emend the phrase into ' Levi and Judah,' or simply ' Levi ' or 
'Judah.' But, since the Messiah is nowhere else in the Testa- 
ments said to be sprung- from ' Levi and Judah ' (though it is 
doclared that by means of Levi and Judah God will deliver 
Israel), we must fall back simply on ' Levi ' or ' Judah ' as the 
original text. We take it that 'and Levi' is an intrusion here. 
See p. 723 b note {. 
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(b) The three heavens and the seven heavens. — 
From R and the Armenian Version of Levi 2. 3 
it is now clear that these chapters contained origin- 
ally a description of only three heavens. R" alone 
preserves the true text here ; for the two recensions 
of the Arm. a and p are both confused and corrupt, 
the former mentioning only two heavens, and the 
latter four. It was Lueken (Michael [1898], 92) 
who first recognized this fact. Its further eluci- 
dation we owe to Bousset (ZNTW 159-163). Thus 
it appears that a belief in the three heavens pre- 
vailed .early in the 2nd cent. B.C. It has thus an 
older attestation in Judaism than that of the seven 
heavens, hut which is in reality the earlier we 
cannot at present say. 

(c) The Twelve Tribes.— The Twelve Tribes are 
supposed to be in existence at the date of the 
composition of this work, and in Palestine. Thus 
in Napht. 5 16 the Syrians are said to hold sway over 
them. In Reub. 6" the high priestly ruler (i.e. John 
Hyrcanus) is 'to judge ana offer sacritice for all 
Israel till the consummation of the times ' ; and 1 to 
bless Israel and Judah ' (Reub. 6 17 ). The very fact 
that the book is addressed to the Twelve Tribes, 
although it speaks of the ultimate dispersion or 
destruction of Reuben (6"), Dan, Gad, and Asher 
(Asher 7 13 ), points in the same direction. Bousset 
calls attention to the fact that the Letter of Aris- 
teas states that Eleazar the high priest sent six men 
of each of the Twelve Tribes to Ptolemy. This 
naturally presupposes the presence of the Twelve 
in Palestine or its neighbourhood. The idea that 
the Jewish kingdom embraced once again the entire 
nation, could easily arise when the Maccabees ex- 
tended their sway northwards over Samaria and 
Galilee and eastwards beyond the Jordan. This 
displaced the older belief that nine tribes were 
still in captivity (see Eth. Enoch 89™, written 20 to 
30 years oefore the Testaments). But with the 
growing degradation of the later Maccabees the 
older idea revives. According to the Psalms of 
Solomon (17 s8 - * 4 - 80 ), the dispersed tribes are to be 
brought back. This thought reappears frequently 
in the 1st cent. A.D., and then in new forms. The 
nine or ten tribes were in the far East enjoying 
great prosperity (Philo, Leg. ad Gaium, 31 ; Jos. 
Ant. XI. v. 2 ; Sib. Or. ii. 170-173), or, according toa 
later view, they were lost, and their place of abode 
was unknown to men, but God was keeping them 
safely till the Messianic times (4 Ezr 13 3 "" 47 ). This 
form of the idea, which is now the current one, is 
not attested till after the fall of Jerusalem, a.d. 70. 

LrrauTUKB.— The principal authorities have been cited in the 
body of the above article. See, further, Schiirer, OJV* ili 282 
[HJP it iiL 124). Since the above article was written, on 
English translation of the Armenian Version has been published 
( L'neanonieal Writing! of the OT found in the Armenian MSS 
of St. Lazarue, Issaverdens, Venice, 1901, pp. 361-478). As the 
translator has made no attempt to distinguish between the two 
recensions, this translation is worthless from a critical stand- 
Point- R. H. Charles. 

TESTIMONY.— In the OT this word is scarcely, 
if at all, used in the ordinary sense of 'witness' 
or 'evidence,' although it has this meaning fre- 
quently in the NT. We will reserve the treat- 
ment of this sense of the term and partly of the 
OT 'testify' for art. Witness, and devote the 
present art. to the special OT usage. 

The Heb. terms are [-tju] and rmy or my. The 
existence of the first of these has been postulated 
to account for the plur. my, which is found (alone 
or with suffixes) in Dt 4*» 6"- a0 , Ps 25 10 78 M 93» 99 7 

1 192. XL M. 48. M. 7». 86. 119. M». 188. 1*8. 132. 187. 188, g ucn a 

course appears, however, to be unnecessary, for in 
every instance my might be vocalized my, or my 

• COP agree in giving the corrupt text which contains an 
account of the Seven heavens. For an account of the latter 
•te Charles, Book of the Secrets of Enoch (1886). 
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might be taken as a contraction of n'ny {'edwCth), 
the plur. of nny (so Stade, § 3206 ; Siegfried-SMde, 
Buhl). The form nVjy is found in 1 K 2», 2 K 17" 
23 s , Jer 44* 1 Ch 29", 2 Ch 34» Neh 9», Ph 119"- 
si. ss. 99. in. i2». 144. 157 j n both these sets of passages 

the name ' testimonies ' is applied to God's laws as 
being a solemn declaration ot His will or a protest 
against deviation from its performance (see Driver, 
Deut. p. 81, who compares ? Tyn = ' testify or pro- 
test against ' [not ' unto '], 2 K 17 18 , Jer ll 7 , Ps 50' 
81 8 , Neh 9 M -»-' ).* ' The testimony' (rmyn) is a 
technical term, esp. in P, for the Decalogue (LXX 
ra ftaprvpia, Ex 25 l8, 21 40*) as being par excellence 
the declaration of the Divine will. Hence the 
expressions 'tables of the testimony' (LXX al 
jrXdm rod ftaprvplov, Ex 31 18 32" 34») ; ' ark of the 
testimony,' which contained these tables (LXX -b 
Ktjtorfe toO naprvplov, Ex 25 M 26 M - ** 30 8 - 28 31 7 39 s8 
40*. e. ■ n u 4 i 7 » Jo8 4 i8 millm. ; but Bennett, 
Steuernagel, et al., nnjn * ark of the covenant ']) ; t 
' tabernacle of the testimony or witness ' (LXX ^ 
trictjrii rod /taprvplov [so in Ac 7 44 , Rev 16°]), Ex 38"', 
Nu 10' 1 [all mishkan hd'edHth], Nu 9 18 

17 7 - 8 18», 2 Ch 24* [all 'dhel hd-'ediUh}. See art. 
Tabernacle, p. 655. 'The testimony' is an 
abbreviation for ' the ark of the testimony ' in Ex 
16" (LXX ivarrlov toO deov) 27° («V1 ttjj 8ia0i,nfi) 
30 8 ' (trl Trji KipuroO tup fiaprvpiwr) 58 (Art ram rwv 
fxaprvpluv), Lv 16 ls (trl tG>v paprvplur) 24* (iv -r% 
cicnrjj rod fiaprvplov), Nu 17 10, (roWwuT* rod ftaprvplov) 
28 (irwrior tup papTvptwv). A later usage extended 
the term hd-edHth from the Decalogue to the Law 
in general : Ps 19 8 78 8 (|| rrfn) 81 8 (II ph « statute ') 
119*> 122*. 

For lOTgn (' the testimony') of 2 K 11 11 =2 Ch 23" 
we should prob. read nn^n ('the bracelets,' see 
Wellh. -Bleek, p. 258 n.), although LXX has to pap- 
riipiov and ra uaprvpia in the respective passages. 

In Sir 45", where the LXX has 'to teach Jacob 
the testimonies' (B ra fiaprvpia, A naprvplav), the 
Heb. text has ' so he taught his people statute ' 
(ph). J. A. Selbie. 

TETH (D). — The ninth letter of the Heb, 
alphabet, and as such employed in the 419th 
Psalm to designate the 9th part, each verse of 
which begins with this letter. It is transliterated 
in this Dictionary by f. 

TETRARCH (rerpdpxvt, WH rtrpaapxnt).— A ruler 
of a fourth part of a country or province, or at 
Sparta a commander of four companies of soldiers. 
The compound occurs first in Eur. Ale. 1154 in 
reference to Thessaly, which in early times and 
again in the constitution given by Philip of 
Macedon was divided for civil administration into 
four districts (Demos. Philipp. in. 26). In Galatia, 
too, each of the three tribes had its four tetrarchs 
(Strabo, 566 f.), until Pompoy reduced the number 
(App. Mithrid. 46, Syr. 50 ; Livy, Bp. 94), retain- 
ing the name. Thenceforward little attention was 
paid to the original signification of the title, which 
was freely applied to dependent princelings in/pos- 
session of some of the rights of sovereignty. They 
were of subordinate rank to kings or ethnarchs, 
and were especially numerous in Syria (Pliny, Hist. 
Nat. v. 74 et al. ; Cicero, Milo, xxviii. 36 et al. ; 
Horace, Sat. I. iii. 12 ; Tacitus, Ann. xv. 25 ; 
Caesar, Bell. Civ. iii. 3 ; Plutarch, Anton. 36 ; Jos. 
Ant. XVII. x. 9 ; et al.). The title as used in NT 
retains in part its etymological meaning in two 
cases. For both Antipas (Mt 14', Lk 3 1 - 19 9 7 , 
Ac 13 1 ) and Herod Philip (Lk 3 1 ) inherited each a 
fourth part of his father's dominions (Jos. Ant. 

• Cf. rrnm, uaed of prophetical testimony or injunction, in Is 
818. ao. 

t BA fi Ju/San-K rnf >i«W«nt ; ora. iimBiiw*, F* (ha be t F* ■»») ; 
/imfmritu in mg et sup ras A»». 
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XVII. xi. 4 ; Wars, II. vi. 3). At the same time, 
since their father had himself received the same 
title without geographical significance from Antony 
(Jos. Ant. XIV. xiii. 1 ; Wars, I. xii. 5), and as 
Antipas is styled king (Mt 14", Mk 6"*) almost as 
often as tetrarch, it is not unlikely that the latter 
title was applied to him without any designed 
allusion to its strict meaning. In a similar sense 
Lysanias [which see] is called tetrarch of Abilene in 
Lk 3 1 , the district of Abila in the Lebanon having 
been severed from the Itursean kingdom subse- 
quently to the death of Lysanias I. and placed 
under the rule of a younger man of the same name. 
In support of St. Luke s accuracy may be cited 
two inscriptions in CIG, Nos. 4521, 4523. See, for 
further details and for the literature of the sub- 
ject, Schiirer, HJP L ii. 7 f. R. W. Moss. 

TEXT OP THE OLD TESTAMENT.— A history 
of the text of the OT, in the proper sense of the 
word ' history,' it is not possible to write, even if 
one were content to start from the period in which 
the OT was closed. For in the first place we do 
not know the date when, or the way in which, 
this closing was effected. Further, we have no 
MSS of the Heb. OT from the first eight centuries 
of the Christian era, at least none whose date is 
certain. Unfortunately, moreover, we are as yet 
without critical editions either of the. most im- 
portant early Versions (LXX, Pesh., Targg.), or 
of the ancient Jewish literary works (Talmuds, 
Midrashim) in which a great number of Bible pas- 
sages are cited and explained. And, finally, the 
history of the text is much older thnn the close of 
the Canon. Even during the period when the 
writings which are now gathered into one in the 
OT had still a more or less separate circulation, 
the text underwent a variety of changes, due 
partly to the carelessness of copyists, and partly 
to intention, what was considered objectionable 
being dropped out, and additions being made. 
The proper course of procedure, then, appears to 
us to be to work backioards from a fixed point, 
viz. the printed text. We will discuss — 

I. The printed editions, 
ii. The manuscript*. 

iii. The work of the Mas(s)oretes (and the punctuation). 

iv. Earlier traces of the Heb. text of the OT. 

v. The importance of the ancient Versions. 

vi. Observations on the history of the growth of the OT. 

i. Printed Editions of the Heb. OT. — 
A. Fifteenth Century.— The first portion of 
the Heb. Bible ever printed was the Psalter, 1477 
(small folio, prob. Bologna), with D. Kimhi's 
commentary. Only the first psalms have the vowel 
points, in a very rude form (Ginsburg, Introd. 
780-794). || The hrst ed. of the Pent, appeared in 
1482 (Bologna folio, pointed), with Targ. Onk. and 
Rashi. || Ed. princeps of the Prophets, 1485 (Soncino, 
folio, 2 vols, [the 2nd has no date]), with D. 
Elimhi's com., neither vowel points nor accents. || 
Ed. princeps of the Hagiographa, 1487, 86 (Naples, 
folio, 3 parts). The vowel points are most un- 
reliable, the printers having done their work very 
carelessly. There are no accents. The accom- 

Cying comm. are Klimhi on the Psalter, and 
nanuel on Proverbs. || The first ed. of the whole 
OT appeared at Soncino in 1488, folio ; it had 
vowel points and accents, like almost all the 
following editions; || 2nd ed., Naples, c. 1491-93 
[neither date nor place is given] ; || 3rd ed., Brescia, 
1494. Luther used this ed. in translating the OT 
into German ; || Pesaro, 1494 (t, see Wolf, Biblio- 
theca Heb. ii. 364, iv. 109; B. Riggenbach, Das 
Chronikon des Konrad Pellikan, Basel, 1877, p. 20). 

B. Sixteenth Century.— Heb. OT, Pesaro, 
1511-1517, folio, 2 vols. || The Complutensian Poly- 
glot, Alcala, 1514-1517, Vetus testament* multi- 
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plici lingua nuc prima impressum, folio, 4 vols. 
(Heb, LXX, Vulg., Targ. Onk.). No accents; 
the vowel points cannot be relied upon. The 
editors used, for the compilation of their Heb. 
text, the Lisbon Pent. (1491), the Naples OT j 
(1491-1493), and the MS of the OT in the Madrid 
University Library No. 1. The consonantal text is, i 
according to Ginsburg (p. 917), remarkably accurate 1 
and of great importance. II First Rabbinical Bible, 
folio, 4 vols., Venice, 1516-1517. The editor, Felix | 
Pratensis, was the first to indicate, in a purely 
Hebrew Bible, the Christian chapters* on the j 
margin of the Heb. OT, and to divide Samuel, 
Kings, Ezra, and Chronicles each into two books. 
He was likewise the first to give, though not con- 
sistently, the consonants of the &M in the margin. 
II The first Venice quarto Bible (1516-1517) is only 
a re-issue of the folio, without the Targums and 1 
the commentaries. || The second Rabbinical Bible, 
folio, 4 vols., Venice, 1524-1525, with the Mas(s)ora 
collected and arranged by Jacob ben Chayim ibn 
Adonijah. 'No textual redactor,' says Ginsburg 
(p. 964), 1 of modern days, who professes to edit the 
Heb. text according to the Mas(s)ora, can deviate , 
from it without giving conclusive justification for 
so doing.' || Third Rabbinical Bible, 1547-15*8; 
fourth, 1568, Venice, folio, 4 vols. ; || Biblia Sacra, | 
Hebraice, Grace et Latine, Antwerp, 1569-1572, 
folio [OT vols. L-iv.] ; printed at the expense of 
Philip II. (hence snmaiued Biblia Regia), ed. Arias 
Montanus. || Of the great number of other editions 
we will mention here but two: " npo Hebraica 
Biblia Latina planeque nova S. Munsteri tralatione 
. . . adiectis insuper i Rabinorum comentarijs an- 
notationibus, Basel, 1534-1535, folio, 2 vols. [2nd 
ed. 1546]; and enpn fn Biblia Sacra eleganti et 
majuscula characterum forma, qua . . . liters 
radicates [plencc et nigra] <b servUcs, deficientes de 
quiescent zs dec. [vacua:] situ et colore discernuntur. 
Authore Elia Huttero, Hamburg, 1587, folio. 

C. Seventeenth Century.— Fifth Rabbinical 
Bible, Venice, 1617-1619; sixth, Basel, 1618-1619, 
revised and edited by J. Buxtorf the elder; un- 
fortunately, he altered the vowel points in the 
Targums according to the Aram, portions of Daniel 
and Ezra. II The Paris Polyglot, printed at the 
expense of the Paris barrister, Guy Michel le Jav. 
1629-1645, folio [OT vols. L-iv.]. II Much better, and 
indeed the best of all the Polyglot Bibles, are the 
Biblia sacra polyglotta, ed. Brian Walton, London, 
1657, folio [OT vols. L-iv.). || The basis of nearly 
all the newer editions are the Biblia Hebraica 
. . . lemmatibus Latinis illustrata a J. Leusden, 
Amsterdam, 1667, publisher Athias. || Biblia He- I 
braica ... ex recensione D. E. Jablonski, Berlin, 
1699. The latter follows Leusden's edition, but I 
has collated also other edd. and some MSS. In j 
the Preface he states that he has found and cor- I 
rected more than 2000 errata in the Bible of 1667. I 

D. Eighteenth Century.— Biblia Hebraica 1 
. . . recensita . . . ab Everardo van dcr Hooght, ] 
Amstekedami et Ultrajecti, 1705. This OT is 
very often extolled as the best octavo ed. of the 
Bible, but without sufficient reason. The ed. of 
the Biblia Hebraica, Amstekedami, 1725, pub. bv 
Salomo ben Joseph Props, is far superior. II Seventh 
Rabbinical Bible : nro m^np no, pub. by Moses of 
Frankfort, Amsterdam, 1724-1727, folio, 4 vols. | ■ 
J. H. Michaelis, Biblia Hebraica, ex aliquot manu- 
scriptis et compluribus impressis codicibus, item 
masora. . . diligenter recensita. Accedunt loca scrip- 
tura; parallela . . . brevesque adnotationcs, Halle, 
1720. This is the first printed attempt at a critical 
edition. The Erfurt MSS collated by Michaelis 
are now in Berlin. || The Mantua Bible, 1742-1744, 

• The division of the books of the Bible into chapters was the 
device of Stephen Langton of Canterbury (1205 A.D.X who intro- 
duced it in the Vulgate. 
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4", pub. by Raphael Chayim Basils, contains 
Salomo Norzi'8 mas(s)oretical commentary on the 
OT. || B. Kennicott, Vetus Test. Heb. cum variii 
lectionibus, Oxford, 1776, 1780, folio, 2 vols., gives 
the text of van der Hooght, without the vowel 
points and accents. The MSS are for the most 
part very perfunctorily collated (cf. Bruns' ed. of 
the Dissertatio Generalis, and see below, ii. J). 

E. Nineteenth century.— Biblia Hebraica 
. . . recensita ab E. van der Hooght. Editio nova 
emendata a J. D'AUemand, London. 1822, and 
often. || Bibl. Heb. . . . recensuit Aug. Halm, 
Leipzig, 1831, and often. || Bibl. Heb. . . . curavit 
C. G. G. Theile, Leipzig, 1849, and often. || [Chris- 
tian] David Ginsburg, o'pmo enpn noo nyanm a-voy 
mnm u-tihn oy . . . aa'n, London, 1894, 2 vols. 

F. Editions without Vowel points and 
ACCENTS. — Bibl. Heb. non punctata . . . accuranti- 
bus Joh. Leusdeno & Joh. Andr. Eisenmengero, 
Francofurti, 1694, 16 mo . II Bibl. Heb. sine punctis, 
Amstela'dami et Ultrajecti, 1701, 16 mo . || tsich ppn 
impm, Pent. ed. S. Boer, Roedelheim, 1866, and 
often. || Bibl. Sac. Heb. : Pent., Jos., Jud., Sam., 
Psalmi . . . sine punctis ediderunt R. Sinker et 
E. T. Leeke, Cambridge, 1870. || The Psalms in 
Heb., without points, Oxford [Clarendon Press]. 

G. S. Baer's Edd. of separate Books (those 
issued down to 1890 have prefaces by F. Delitzsch), 
Leipzig: Genesis, 1869; Jos., Jud., 1891; Sam., 
1892; Kings, 1895; Isaiah, 1872; Jer., 1810; 
Ezekiel, 1884; Minor Proph., 1878; Psalms, 1880; 
Prov., 1880; Job, 1875; Megilloth, 1885; Dan., 
Ezr., Neh., 1882; Chron., 1888. Cf. H. Strack in 
Theol. Litztg. 1879, No. 8, and Ginsburg's criticisms 
in his Introduction. 

H. CRITICAL EDITIONS.— The Sacred Books of 
the OT: a critical ed. of the Heb. text, printed in 
colours . . . nnder the editorial direction of Paul 
Hanpt : Leipzig, Baltimore, and London, 4°. The 
following have appeared at the date of this article : 
Genesis by C. J. Ball, 1896 ; Leviticus by Driver 
and White, 1894; Numbers by J. A. Paterson, 
1900 ; Joshua by W. H. Bennett, 1895 ; Judges 
by G. F. Moore, 1900; Samuel by Budde, 1894; 
Isaiah by Cheyne, 1899 ; Jeremiah by Cornill, 1895 ; 
Ezekiel by Toy, 1900 ; Psalms by J. Wellhausen, 
1895 ; Proverbs by A. Miiller and E. Kautzsch, 
1901; Job by C. Siegfried, 1893; Daniel by A. 
Kamphauxen, 1896 ; Ezra-Nehcmiah by H. Gut he 
and L. VV. Batten, 1901 ; Chronicles by It. Kittel, 1805. 

A critical edition of the Aramaic portions of 
the OT is given by the present writer in his 
Grammatik des Biblisch- Aramdischen 3 , Leipzig, 
1901 (Dn 3 ,214 »-»* 4 2, -7 7 also with supralinear 
punctuation). 

LmtRATUU.— Joh. Chr. Wolf, BilAiotheoa Hebraa, Hamburg;, 
ii. (1721) pp. 384-886 (on whole Bible), 386-413 (on parts), 
iv. (1733) pp. 108-123 (Bible), 123-154 (parts) ; I Jac. le Long, 
BilHiotheca tacra . . . contiuuata ab A. G. Mooch, Halle, i. 
(1778) pp. 1-186; I J. B. de Rossi, Annates hrbrceo -typo- 
graphici »«c. XV., Parma, 1795, Annate* hebrao-typogr. ab 
anno MDI ad MI) XL digetti, Parma, 1790, De ignotis lunmultis 
antiquiisimis htbraiei textru editionibut ae critico eariiin «*»(, 
Erlangen, 1782 ; B. W. D. Schulre, VolUUindigere Kritik iiber 
die gewShnliehen Ausgaben der heb. Bibel, nebtt. . . . Xaehrieht 
von der Heb. Bibel, velehe der set. D. Luther bey seiner ('iter- 
eeUung gebraueht, Berlin, 1700; I M. Steinschneider, Cata- 
logui librorum hebrceorum in bibliotheea Bodleiatia, Berlin, 
185211., cols. 1-164 ; I B. Pick, ' History of the printed editions 
of the OT' in Hebraica, ix. (1892-1803), pp. 47-116; II Ch. D. 
Ginsburg, Introd. to the maesoretico-eritical ed. of the Heb. 
Bible, London, 1897, pp. 779-976 (describes 24 early printed edd. 
of the whole OT or of parts of it). 

On the Polyglot Bibles : Wolf, ii. 382-364, iv. 99-107 ; le Long- 
Masch, L 831-408; Ed. Reuss in PRE* xil. 95-103; Franz 
Delitzsch, Zur EnUtehungtgesch. der PotyglotUnbibel dee Kar- 
dinalt Xitnenes, Uipzig, 1871, 1878, 1886 (44, 38, and 60 pp), 4*. 

ii. Thb Manuscripts.— A. Rolls.— The oldest 
form of book is the roll (i^jp, volumen). Even 
at the present day the books which are read aloud 
in the principal part of the synagogue service are 
written in the roll form : namely, the Pentateuch 



(irpm TpP), from which a pdrdsha is read every 
Sabbath, and the five MegillOth (quinque volumina), 
namely, the Song of Songs (reaa at the Passover), 
Ruth (at Feast of Weeks), Lamentations (on 
anniversary of Destruction of Jerusalem by the 
Clialda-ans), Ecclesiastes (at Feast of Tabernacles), 
Esther (at Feast of Purim). 

The material of the rolls is usually parchment ; 
in the East, leather was also employed. At the 
beginning and the end there is a wooden roller 
(o".0? fK ' the tree of life '), and the columns that 
have been read are rolled up on the first of these. 
Neither vowel signs nor accents are present. In 
seven parchment rolls at Tzufutkale the present 
writer noticed a point at the end of each verse, 
in two of them two points. The letters f idbiip 
have generally small ornamental strokes (pan coro- 
nula;). Between each book of the Torah four 
lines are left blank. The whole Pent, is divided 
into 669 sections (pdrUshas nr?rj9), which are called, 
according to the character of the spaces which 
separate them, open (aperta rnmn?, marked D) or 
closed (clausce, ntem?, marked D). The 54 Sabbath 
pericopes are marked £DB and DDD respectively 
(with the exception of the 12th, Gn 47 28 , at whose 
commencement the intervening space is only that 
of one letter). Six words, whose initial letters 
are vsr rra ( Ps 68 5 ), stand, particularly in Spanish 
(Sephardic) MSS, at the beginning oi a column : 
ffnrQ Gn l\ trtvfi Gn 4S 8 , D'tcaH Ex 14 M , r& Lv 16", 
rZ) Nu 24 B , and nrjafl Dt 31* ; in others, par- 
ticularly the German (Ashkenazite) MSS, the r and 

are represented by Dt 16 18 dtdt (or 12* tof) and 
23** xstc. Instead of mw some MSS have of 
Gn 49" at the commencement of a column. Many 
copyists begin each column with a new verse, some 
begin each with the letter waw, onttjjg m. The 
poetical passages Ex 15 and Dt 32 are written (and 
even printed) in artistically constructed divisions. 
On these and other rules to be observed by the 
writers of rolls, see the Literature. Epigraphs are 
rare. The rules that have to be observed by a 
modern copyist of a Torah roll may be learned 
very conveniently from S. Baer's ed. of the Penta- 
teuch, KTipm T&ID.T npn, licedelheim, 1866 and often. 

B. MSS in book form. These may contain the 
whole Bible, or one or two of its four principal 
parts (Pent., Prophets priores, Prophetie i>os- 
teriores, Hagiographa). The material is either 
parchment or paper (on the employment of the 
latter see Steinschneider, Handschriftenkunde, p. 
18 f., and cf. art. Writing). The size is very fre- 
quently quarto ; in ancient times folio is commoner 
than octavo. Almost all codices have vowels and 
accents. The omission of the double point soph 
pasuk at the end of the verse is rare (four codd. at 
Tzufutkale, and cod. Brit. Mus. Orient. 4445,; see 
Ginsburg, Introd. p. 473) ; still rarer is the placing 
of only a single point (cod. Tzufut. 102). — Most 
MSS contain also mas{s)ora, i.e. observations on 
the number of times that particular words and 
word-forms occur : mas(s)ora parva (fCiri and 
Ktthibh ; the indication of the number of occur- 
rences of a word or word-form, e.g. S= twice, i% = 
134 times) on the side margins ; mas(s)ora magna 
(detailed lists with citation of passages) on the 
top and bottom margins ; mas(s)ora finalis ; some 
MSS have Mas(s)oretic material also at the begin- 
ning. The extent of these observations was regu- 
lated by the space available, the inclination of the 
copyist, and the remuneration offered by the man 
who ordered the copy. Some copyists wrote part 
of the mas(s)ora magna in figures (animals, leaves, 
etc.) formed by elaborate flourishes, so that the 
reading is at times a matter of no little difficulty. 
Such embellishments have also proved not infre- 

1 qucntly detrimental to the accuracy of the copj". 
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Highly valuable, but unfortunately found only in 
a portion of the MSS, are the epigraphs, especially 
when these give the date, the country, and the 
name of the scribe. — The punctuation and the 
nas(s)ora are frequently not from the hand of the 
writer of the consonantal text, but have been 
added by one or two other scribes. The punctuator 
is called rjj?j. 

C. A scientific examination and collating of all 
ancient or otherwise important MSS of the OT has 
not as yet been undertaken. Collections of vari- 
ous readings are given by Sal. Norzi, J. H. 
Michaelis, and B. Kennicott (see above, i. D), 
J. B. de Rossi (below, J), S. Baer (i. G), and Ch. 
D. Ginsburg (i. E). Some of the most important 
MSS are- 
fa) Codex of the Former and the Latter Pro- 
phets, written by Moses ben Asher 827 years after 
the destruction of the temple, i.e. a.d. 895, now in 
the Karaite synagogue at Cairo. See M. Weiss- 
mann in the Heb. weekly Hamaggid i. (1857), Nos. 
47, 48, 50, ii. 16 ; Jacob Sappir, tbd fa*, Lyck, 
1866, fol. 14 ; on the other side Ad. Neubauer in 
Studio, Biblica, iii. (Oxford, 1891) pp. 25-27.— 
(6) Bible written by Kytna ja nOTtt ; the vowel 
points, the accents, and the mas(s)ora are added, 
according to an epigraph, by Aaron ben Asher. 
It is now in the possession of the Jewish com- 
munity at Aleppo. See Sappir, fol. 12, 13, 
17-20 ; Strack, Prolegomena, pp. 44-46, and in 
Baer- St rack, Die Dikduks ha-Pamim des Ahron ben 
Moscheh ben Ascher, Leipzig, 1879, pp. ix-xiv. W. 
Wickes (Treatise on the accentuation of the twenty- 
one so-called prose-books of the OT, Oxford, 1887, 
p. ix) contends that this epigraph ' is a fabrica- 
tion, merely introduced to enhance the value ' of 
Mie codex. The present writer is still doubtful 
'vhether Wickes is right. Ginsburg {Introd. p. 
242) does not call in question the credibility of the 
epigraph. — (c) St. Petersburg Bible written at 
Cairo in the year 1009 by Samuel ben Jacob, who 
declares that he copied the codex of Aaron ben 
Asher. See Harkavy-Strack, Catalogue, pp. 263- 
274. Wickes {I.e.) says, indeed, that the codex 
* is much younger,' but the present writer feels 
certain that he is wrong. Ginsburg, too, believes 
in. the trustworthiness of the epigraphs. — (rf) Pro- 
phetarum posteriorum codex Babylonicus Petro- 
politanus [B3], edidit H. L. Strack, Leipzig, 1876 
(449 and 37 pp.), fol. max., written A.D. 916. Re- 
garding the readings of this MS see Ginsburg, 
Introd. pp. 215-230, 439-441, 475 f. 

D. The age of many MSS is much controverted. 
Cod. Brit. Mus. Add. 4708 (Latter Prophets) was 
assigned by the late Dr. M. Margoliouth to the 
6th cent. ; Mor. Heidenheim judged that it might 
have been written between the 6th and the 8th 
cent. ; B. Kennicott (cod. 126) ascribed it to the 
beginning of the 15th century. Ginsburg says : 
' The writing is such as we meet with in the 
Sephardic codices of the 12th and 13th centuries,* 
and, so far as the present writer can judge without 
having examined the MS for himself, Ginsburg is 
right. || The Bible Cambridge 12 bears the date 
4 7 Adar, 616,' i.e. 18th Feb. 856 A.D. We wonder 
that so sagacious and learned a scholar as the late 
S. M. Schiller-Szinessy accepted this date as correct 
(see his Catalogue, p. 13). Cf. L. Zunz, Zur Gesch. 
u. Litcratur, Berlin, 1845, p. 214 f. ; Ad. Neubauer 
in Studia Biblica, iii. pp. 27-36. 

The number of unquestionably genuine ancient 
epigraphs in Bible MS is not large. At Tzufutkale 
the present writer in 1874 noted the following, 
which emanate from the writers of the MSS them- 
selves : 922 A.D. = 1234 Seleuc, cod. 34, Moses 
ben Naphtali, known as a contemporary of Aaron 
ben Asher: 930 A.D. = 1241 Seleuc, cod. 35/36, 
Salomo ben ityma, tnas(s)ora written by Ephraim 



ben Kjana; 943 A.D. =4703 of the Creation, cod. 
39, Isaak ben Jochai; 952 A.D. =4712 of the 
Creation, cod. 40, Joseph ben Daniel ; 961 A.D. 
=4721 of the Creation, cod. 41; 989 A.D. = 1300 
Seleuc, cod. 43, Joseph ben Jacob; 994 A.D.= 
4754 of the Creation, cod. 44, Moses ben Hillel ; 
1051 A.D. = 4811 of the Creation, cod. 11, Moses (?) 
ben Anan. — Unfortunately, the Karaite Abraham 
Firkowitsch (both in his first collections and in the 
latest just mentioned, which since 1875 bas like- 
wise been in St. Petersburg) either himself wrote 
entirely a great many epigraphs, or fals»4u3d them 
by altering dates and names. For instance, in 
cod. Tznfut. 11 he changed 4811 of the Creation 
into 4411=651 A.D. ! 

Much fresh information is to be hoped for from 
the treasures of the Genizah of Old Cairo brought 
by S. Schechter to Cambridge ; see the description 
of the Genizah by E. N. Adler in the JQR, 1897, 
p. 669 ff. 

E. Why is the number of ancient MSS of the 
Heb. OT so small ? Why have we no MSS as old 
as those of the NT, the LXX, and the Peshitta! 
The reasons are: (1) Not a few Bible MSS, espe- 
cially Pentateuch rolls, were destroyed by fanatical 
Christians during the persecutions of the Jews 
in the Middle Ages, particularly in the time of 
the Crusades. (2) A much larger number, how- 
ever, of MSS were destroyed by the Jews them- 
selves by means of the genizah (nj*i$). Already 
the Talmud (Megilla, 266) tells of how a worm- 
eaten Pentateuch roll is buried beside the corpse 
of a sage ; cf. Shulhan 'Arukli, Joreh De'ah, 282, 
§ 10. This custom was later extended to all Heb. 
MSS of Biblical and non-Biblical texts, frequently, 
indeed, with the modification that a room, generally 
a cellar, in the synagogue was devoted to their 
concealment. To the dryness of the Egyptian 
climate we owe the abundance of the material 
which, as was mentioned above, has been found in 
the synagogue of Old Cairo. But it was not only 
such MSS as had been damaged by the tooth of 
time, by fire, by water, or by constant use, that 
were deposited in the genizah ; further, all Torah 
rolls that contained more than three mistakes in a 
column had to be concealed (see Talm. Menahoth, 
296 ; Shulhan 'Arukh, Joreh De'ah, 279). This 
rule partly explains how the MSS that have come 
down to us represent in the main one and the 
same text. Codices which deviated from the text 
of the recognized nakddntm and the mas(s)oretic 
principles were considered * incorrect,' and were 
consigned to the genizah. A very notable instance 
of this is the codex of 916 A.D. found by Abr. 
Firkowitsch (cf. A. Firk., pnai *33K, Wilna, 1872, 
p. 12, No. 29). Hence the present writer is unable 
to adopt the view of J. Olsnausen, P. de Lagarde, 
and most moderns, that all Heb. MSS go back to 
a single standard copy (cf. also his discussion in 

G. A. Kohut'a Semitic Studies, Berlin, 1897, pp. 
563-571). 

F. Literature. — In general : Wolf, Biblioth. Heb. ii. 281-SS2, 
iv. 78-98 ; 1 O. O. Tychsen, Tentorium de variis eodieum Heb. 
generibxu, Rostock, 1772 ; Befreyete* Tentainen, 1774 ; I J. O. 
Eichhorn, Ki/Ueit. in dot AT\u. 466-684, GoUinRen, 18H8 ;-l 

H. L. Strack, Prolegomena eritiea in VT Heb., Leipzig, 1873, 
pp. 0-58 [this book has been long out of print ; the author hopes 
to write a new work on the- subject] ; ' Die biblischen und die 
massoret. Handschriften zu Tschufut - Kale in der Krim ' in 
ZUchr. f. hither. Theologic, 1875, pp. 587 624 ; B M. Stein- 
Schneider, Vorletungen iiber die /funds hebraitcher Hand- 
tehrifle.n, der en Sammhmgen und Verzeiehniue, Leipzig, 1897 
(110 pp.); I Ad. Neubauer, 'The Introduction of the square 
characters in Biblical MSS, and an account of the earliest 
MSS of the OT' in Studia Biblica et Bode*, iii. (Oxford, 1891) 
pp. 1-36. 

O. On rules for the writing of rolls destined for synagogue use : 
Joel Miiller, Maeechet So/erim [Q-i^D na95J, Der talmud. 
Traetat der Sehreiber, tine Einleit. in dot Stvdiu'm der altkeb. 
Graph it, der M agora und der allriid. Liturgie, Leipzig, 1873 : 1 
J. U. Chr. Adler, Judteorutn eodieii saeri rite tcribendi tepee, 
Hamburg, 1779 [cha. L - v. of '10 'OOJ ; I Raph. Kirchheim, 
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Septem libri Talmudici parvi Hieroeolirn^ 1 ^' Frankfurt 
a. M., 18M, pp. 1-11 'Sepher torah' ; Moses MMroomdes, HU- 
khoth UphUlxn umezuzah wetepher torah (separate impression of 
chs. vii-x. in Jac. Henr. van Bashuysen, Obeeroahones sacra, 
Frankfurt, 1708]; I Leop. Low, Graphische itequinUm und 
Erzeugnisse bei den Juden, 2 vols., Leipzig, 1870-71 ; I Salomo 
Ganxfried, Dint kethibath sepher torah, etc., Ungvar, 1800 ; B A. 
G. Waehner, Antiquitates Kbraorum, L, Gottingen, 1743, pp. 
187-208. 

H. Catalogues of important collections of MSS.— Berlin : M. 
Steinschneider, Das \'e.rzeichniss der heb. Handschriften, 1878 
(149 pp.) and 1807 (172 pp.). 4°. I Cambridge : 8. M, Schiller- 
Hzinessy, Catalogue of the Heb. MSS preserved in the University 
Library, i. 1876 (248 pp.). I Florence : A. H. Biscioni, Biblio- 
theeee Ebraieaj Grrneai Florentines . . . Catalojus, 17E7. I 
London, British Museum : Qinsburg, Introduction, pp. 409- 
728 (describes 49 MSS collated for his edition of the UT] ; B. 
Hoerning. Description and Collation of six Karaite MSS of 
portions of the lleb. Bible in Arabic characters, London, 1889 
(68 pp. and 42 facsimiles). F Oxford : Ad. Neubauer, Catalogue 
of the Heb. MSS in the Bodleian Library, Oxford, 1886 (1168 
cols, and 40 facsimiles). An Appendix by Ad. Neubauer and A. E. 
Cowley is in the press. || Parma : MSS codices hebraici biblioth. 
J. B. de Rossi, Parma, 1803, 8 vols. I St. Petersburg: A. 
Harkavy und H. L. Struck, Catalog der heb. Bibelhandechriflen 
der kaiserL Ojfentl. Bibliothek zu St. Petersburg, Leipzig, 1875 
(296 pp.). I Rome : Bibliotheca Apostolicte Vatieanae codieum 
manu scriptorum Catalogue . . . Steph. Evod. Asseroanus et 
Jos. Sim. Assemanus . . . recensuerunt, vol. i., Rom, 1766, fol. 
(Heb. and Sam. MSS). H Turin : B. Peyron, Codices hebraici 
... in Taurinensi Athenoso, 188a I Vienna : A. Krafft und S. 
Deutsch, Die handschriftl. heb, Werke der K. K. HofbiblioUiek 
tu Wien, 1847, 4°. 

J. On the MSS collated for Kennioott's work (above, i. D): 
Dissertatio generalis in VT Heb. . . . auetore B. KennicolL 
Recudi curavit et notas adiecit P. J. Bruns, Brunswick, 1783 
(596 pp.). I J. B. de Rossi, Varice lectiones Vet. Test., Parma, 
1784-88, i", and Scholia crUica in VT librae, 1798, 4° [describes 
not only his own MSS, but all the codd. used by or for Ken- 
nicott which he had been able to see for himself]. 

K. Facsimiles of Bible MSS : The Palsjographical Society's Fac- 
similes of ancient MSS (Orient, series), ed. W. Wright, London, 
pt. iiL plate 40: Brit. Mus. Hariey 5720, Former and Latter 
Prophets, 2 K 19»» ('seems to be of the 12th cent.') ; plate 
41 : Cambridge Univ. 25, Hagiographa with Targum, On V-*, 
Jan. 1847 A.D.; pt iv. (1879) plate 54 : Brit. Mus. Orient. 1467, 
Pent, and Targ. Onk. with the supralinear vowel signs, Nu 22*1- 
23 18 (' written in Babylonia or Persia, about the 12th cent.'). || 
Ad. Neubauer, Facsimiles of Heb. MSS in the Bodleian Lib- 
rary, Oxford, 1886, plate 1, cat. 64 : Dt 9*-?, with supralinear 
vowel signs and accents ; plate 8, cat. 2322 : Oh l 1 '*, Span, 
square character, 1476 a.d. ; plate 14, cat. 20 : Ex 18»-19», 
German, 1340 A.D.; plate 21, cat. 1144 : beginning of the book 
of Jonah, followed by a Gr. tr., before 1263 a.d.; plate 81, cat. 
2328 : 2 8 82*", Yemen, 1661 A.D.; plate 38, cat. 2484 : Pr 4>4-6», 
Yemen, with tbe simplified supralinear punctuation ; plate 39 : 
Mai i'-2'3, unknown characters, from a MS in private posses- 
sion in Kertsch (see A. Harkavy, Newiufgefundene heb. Bibel- 
handschriften, St. Petersb. und Leipzig, 1SS4 [48 pp. and '5 
facsim.]). I Ch. D. Qinsburg, A series of^Afteen facsimiles from 
MS pages of the Heb. Bible, xeith a letterpress description, 
London, 1897, fol. max. [13 of these MSS are in the Brit. Mus., 
1 is in the possession of the Earl of Leicester, 1 is cod. Petropol. 
916 A.D.J. |B. Stade (QVI) gives facsim. of : cod. Petropol. 916 
a.d. ; cod. Karlsruhe 1 [Kennicott 154], Former and Latter 
Prophets with Targum, once in the possession of Reuchlin, 
1 8 30M-31» ; Erfurt Bible, now Berlin Orient, fol. 1213, Is l' » ; 
Hagiographa, with the simplified supralinear punctuation, 
Yemen, Berlin Orient. Quarto 680, Ps 101«-102". I W. Wickes 
(Accentuation of the Prose books) gives as frontispiece a photo- 
graph (reduced scale) of a page of the Aleppo codex, Gn 263*- 
ST 3 ". I Ad. Neubauer in Stuaia Blblica et Eccles. iii. gives fac- 
simile of cod. Cairo a.d. 897 and cod. Cambridge 12 (see above, 
D). I On other facsimiles (mostly from non-Biblical M8S) 
see M. Steinschneider, 'Zur Literatur der heb. Palseographie' 
in Centralblattfur Bibliothcksiecsen, 1887, pp. 165-165. 

L. On A. Firkowitsch : H. L. Strock, A. Firk. und seine Ent- 
deckungen, Leipzig, 1876 (44 pp.) ; ZDMG, 1880, pp. 163 168 ; 
Lit. Centralbl. 1883, No. 26, cols. 878-880. I A. Harkavv, 
AltjUd. Denkmaler aus der Krim, 8k Petersburg, 1876 (288 
pp.). 4o. 

iii. The Work of the Ma(s)soretes.— Whence 
comes the text of our extant MSS? In all essen- 
tials, of course, from older MSS. But there is no 
doubt that all copyists meant to work rriSon <9~Su, 
i.e. according to the traditions which had been 
handed down to them as to the writing and read- 
ing of the sacred texts. 

A. First of all, as to the word moo. It is the 
custom now in many quarters to write rrjbg (cf. 
roBj, rnijj), and to derive from the post- Biblical verb 
too 'hand down.' The older form of writing it, 
however, is rrjbo. This word is taken from Ezk 20 37 
(where it signifies ' binding ', from the root tok), but 
in post- Biblical usage it assumed quite a different 
sense (as nvmx of Is 41* 45" means in New Heb. 



not ' coming things ' but * letters '). nioo in New 
Heb. means primarily 'tradition,' e.g. Mishna, 
Shekalim, vi. 1 ; hence the derivation from ips 
{Aboth, i. 1) might be per se admissible, and even 
the pronunciation rnBo, but the oldest witnesses, as 
has been said, are in favour of /hod. In the next 
place, moo stands for the tradition relating to the 
interpretation of Scripture. R. ' Akiba says {A both, 
iii. 13), 'Masoreth is a fence to Torah,' i.e. the 
prescriptions of the oral Law make transgression 
of the written Law difficult. Further, however, 
the word Masoreth was applied to the tradition re- 
lating to the Bible text, and those who busied 
themselves with this tradition were called '^3 
moon, or Ma(s)soretes.' 

B. The 24 books of the OT were considered, at all 
events as early as the 1st cent, of the Christian era, 
as holy (see Jos. c. Apion. i. 8 [cf. PJIE* vii. 427 f. = 
3 ix. 751 f.]). It was an object to preserve the text of 
these books, in particular and above all that of the 
Pentateuch, and its traditional understanding for 
coming generations. This was accomplished first 
by attention to the consonantal text. 

(a) Conscientious care on the part of the copyists 
was ensured by numerous rules about the writing 
out of Bible codices, especially of synagogue rolls 
(cf. above, ii. G). 

(b) They counted the verses and the words of 
each of the 24 books and of many sections ; thay 
reckoned which was the middle verse and the 
middle word of each book ; nay, they counted the 
letters both of particular sections and even of 
whole books. The Talmud, Kiddushin, 30a, says: 
'The ancients were called Sopherim because they 
counted [iso ' to count '] all the letters in the Torah. 
They said : Waw in pru Lv 11*» is the middle letter 
in the Torah ; m m Lv 10 ,a is the middle word ; 
ntavn Lv 13 a is the middle verse ; 'Ayin in ijro 
Ps 80" is the middle letter in the Psalms, and Kim 
oim Ps 78 s8 is the middle verse.' R. Joseph asked : 
'To which side does waw in 'gahOn belong? 
Answer : Let us bring a Torah, and I will count. 
Surely, Rabba bar bar Hanna has said that they 
did not go away until they had brought a Torah 
and counted ' (cL Morinus, Exercitationes biblica;, 
Paris, 1609, p. 442). They counted also the fre- 

?|uency of the occurrence of words, phrases, or 
orms, both in the whole Bible and in parts of it. 
Shabbath, 496 : ' As the sages sat together, the 
question was raised, To what do the 39 principal 
works that are forbidden on the Sabbath day 
correspond ? Hanina b. Hama said : To the [39] 
works at the building of the tabernacle ; Jonathan 
b. Eleazar said in name of Simeon b. Jose : They 
correspond to the 39 occurrences of the word rtaxVe 
in the Torah. Then Rab Joseph asked, Dees Gn 
39 u belong to the number or not? Abaji replied, 
Let him bring a Lawbook and count.' 

(c) They collected notabilia into groups, and thus 
not only helped the recollection of these, but also 
facilitated the control of the MSS. For instance, 
8 words written with final waw are read with he 
(cod. 916 A.D., Jer 2 s *); 14 words written with 
final he are read with waw (cod. 916 a.d., Ezk 
37 M ). There is a great fondness for anything 
alphabetical ; e.g. we have an alphabetical list 
of words which occur only twice in the OT — once 
with and once without waw at the beginning : 
n};* 1 S 1» and nfon Gn 27'» etc. (cod. 916 A.D., 
Jer 10"). . 

(d) The scriptio plena and scriptio de/ectiva and 
other peculiarities of the traditional text were very 
often noted in the Haggada (esp. in the Midrashim), 
and not seldom also in the Halakha. These notes 
serve on the one hand as a proof that the form of 
writing remarked on was actually received from 
tradition ; and on the other hand, they helped to 
ensure that this particular form was regained in 
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the Bible codices. For instance, in Gn 23" the 
name Ephron is written the first time pncj> (plene) 
and the second time pay (defective). On this the 
midrash Gen. rabba 58 remarks : ' Pr 28 B " He 
that hath an evil eye hasteth to be rich, and con- 
sidereth not that poverty shall come upon him " ; 
that is Ephron who wished to get possession of 
the riches of the just one, but afterwards he came 
into poverty.' In Hag l 8 Kithtbh has 133K, tfgre 
rnaan. Talmud, Yoma, 216 asks : ' Why is n not 
written ? Answer : Because five [n as numerical 
8ign = 5] things which were present in the first 
temple were wanting in the second, the ark of the 
covenant with kapporeth and cherubim, the holy 
tire, the Divine gracious presence (Shekinah), the 
Holy Spirit, and the Urim and Thnmmim.' 

C. By means of the invention of punctuation 
(vowel signs and accents) between the 6th and 8th 
cent, it was sought to ensure the preservation of 
the traditional pronunciation ; perhaps there was 
also the intention of lightening the task of learners 
of the language. Unfortunately, we are without 
precise details as to the history of this invention ; 
the only Doint that is practically certain is that 
Syriac influence must be assumed. (In Syr. a point 
above the letter indicates the fuller, stronger pro- 
nunciation ; a point under it the finer, weaker 
vocalization or even the absence of a vowel). 
Attention to these signs involved a large addition 
to the studies of the later Ma(s)soretes. For 
instance, 18 words beginning with lamed occur 
twice — in the one instance with skiwa (or hirelc with 
following shc~wa), in the other with pathah (cod. 
916 A.D., Is 8**) ; alphabet of words ending in .t 
which occur once (coo. 916 A.D., Is 34 ,a ). 

D. Two systems of punctuation are completely 
known to us : (a) that employed in most MSS and 
in all printed editions, the so-called Tiberian, 
named from the city of Tiberias, where the study 
of the Ma(s)sora flourished for centuries. This 
BVRtem has special accents for the three books, 
Psalms, Proverbs, and Job.— (b) the supralinear 
punctuation, so named because all the vowel signs 
are placed over the consonants; it was in use, 
alongside of the Tiberian system, among a portion 
of the Jews of Babylonia (hence its usual designa- 
tion, ' Babylonian punctuation ') and Yemen (in 
Yemen till the 18th cent.). The signs for the prin- 
cipal vowels a, «, * are formed from the matres 
lectionis k, \ * j the disjunctive accents have mostly 
the form of the letter with which their name 
begins : e.g. i = IP' zakeph, o = urno (arha. The 
accentual system is certainly dependent upon the 
Tiberian ; the vowel system, too, gives the impres- 
sion, at least to the present writer, of less origin- 
ality. The most important MS in which this 
system is employed is cod. Proph. post. Bab.- 
Petropol. 9J6 A.D. — The simple supralinear 
punctuation system adopted in many later Yemen 
codices is derived from the complicated system of 
cod. Petropol. 916 A.D. (G. Margoliouth, it is true, 
is of the opposite opinion). — (c) M. Friedlander 
describes ' A third system of symbols for the Het>. 
vowels and accents in JQR, 1895, pp. 564-567. 
(In two fragments of Bible text found lately in 
Egypt and acquired by the Bodleian Library ; see 
Neubauer's Catalogue, No. 2604, xi., and 2608, i.). 
Cf. C. Levias in AJSL xv. 157-164, and P. Kahle 
in ZATWxxi. (1901) pp. 273-317. 

E. As the very name indicates, it was not the 
aim of the Ma(s)soretes to give anything new, but 
to preserve for future generations the Bible text 
exactly as it had come down to them, and this in 
regard not only to the consonantal text but also to 
its pronunciation. 'Tendency' of any kind was 
foreign to them. Instead of SS'n in Is 14" we 
should certainly read Vpff, but the former pro- 
nunciation is proved by Aquila and the Peshitta 
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to have been in use before the punctuation. The 
name of the well-known Canaanite god can hardly 
have been MolekJi, but Melekh ; but already LXX, 
Aq., Synim., Theod. have M6Aox=MT jfp. 

F. The distinction between Ma(s)s*oretes and 
punctuators is no absolute one. The Ma(s)sora, 
as is shown by cod. 916 A.D., was complete before 
the end of the 9th century. Aaron b. Moses b. 
A.sher, 'the great teacher' [Wan •o'yan), whose 
activity fell within the first third of the 10th 
cent., enjoyed already in his lifetime a great repu- 
tation, and as early as the year 989 the Bible 
codex supplied by him with punctuation and 
Ma(s)sora was regarded as the model codex and 
as authoritative. This is the judgment, too, of 
the writer of the St. Petersburg Bible MS Bl9a 
(1009 A.D.), Moses Maimonides, of David Kjmhi 
and of the later Jews. Aaron ben Asher himself 
had a rival in Moses b. David b. Naphtali, whwe 
views were different not only regarding man}' 
mintitice of punctuation (daghesh, met/ieg, accents), 
but even, at least in some passages, regarding the 
consonantal text (see Ginsburg, Introd. pp. 241- 
286). In like manner there were not a few differ- 
ences amongst the older Ma(s)soretes. The tradition 
about the text was not a uniform one, and it must j 
be acknowledged that there were different schools 
of Ma(s)soretes. According to the readings of the 
codices employed as standards must have been the 
different indications in the Mas(s)oretic rubrics; 
and S. Baer is not justified when, in the case of 
two statements that differ, he simply as a rule 
pronounces one to be wrong and corrects it from 
the other. 

G. The content of the Mas(s)ora was collected 
into special books or reproduced in Bible MSS. Of 
those collections the best known is the book which 
is named from its opening words n^rVl 
Frensdorff, Hanover, 1864) ; cf. Ginsburg, Introd. 
p. 464. In the MSS the detailed statements of 
the Mas{s)ora magna, varying indeed greatly in 
extent, according to the inclination or the ability 
of the scribe, are found on the top and bottom 
margins, some at the end of a codex or a book, 
only a few at the beginning. For the fullest 
collection of such material we are indebted to Ch. 
D. Ginsburg. . 

H. Literature. — H. L. Streck, art * Massora ' in PRE*ix. pp. 
888-394 ; || W. Bachcr, * A contribution to the history of the 
term Massorah 1 in JQR, 1891, pp. 785-790; 'We Massora' in 
Winter und Wunsche, Die jiid. Litteratttr text Ab*chlu*» it* 
Kanuiis, ii. (Trier, 1894) pp. 121-132 ; I Is. Harris, "The rise and 
development of the Massora' in JQR, 1889, pp. 128-142, 223- 
257; II Ginsburg, Introd. (above, i. J) passim, esp. p. 421 ft*.; 
l Elias Levita, rmscn rmoo 1S3, Venice, 1533, 4° ; Ch. D. 
Ginsburg, The Massoreth ha-mauoreth of E. L., teith an Eng. 
tr. and . . . notes, London, 1867 ; J. Bustorf , Tiberiae rite com- 
mentaritu masorethieue triplex, Basel, 1665 (1st ed. 1620); !• 8. 
Frensdorff, liavxrretischet Worterbueh, Hannover, 1876 (20 and 
887 pp.), 4» ; I Ch. D. Ginsburg, The Maetorah eompiifd froi* 
MSS, alphabetically and lexically arranged, London, 1880-85, 
3 vols. fol. (768, 888, and 883 pp.); 1 8. Baer und H. L. Strack. 
Die Dikdute ha-ttamim deiAhron ben Moeeheh ben Aether, und 
andere alte grammatiseh- tnauorethieehe Lehrstueke, Leipzig, 
1879 (42 and 95 pp.). 

iv. Earlif.r Traces of the Heb. Text of the 
OT. — The work of the Ma(s)soretes was ended 
(see above, iii. F) at the latest in the 9th cent., 
and lies before us in this form in the St. Peters- 
burg codex of the Latter Prophets, 916 A.D., and 
in other MSS. What other means have we now 
of ascertaining what was the form of text in 
earlier times? 

A. On the margins of many codices, sometimes 
also at the end, there are notices of differences 
between various authorities, and of readings found 
in MSS that are now lost. From these notices we 
gather, for instance, that the Jews of the West 
(3"K,C), i-c. Palestine, differed from those of the 
East (rnip, nro), i.e. Babylonia, even in regard U> 
their Bible text. This difference, moreover, con- 



Digitized by Google 



TEXT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TEXT OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 731 



cerned not only the Prophets and the Hagiographa, 
but also the Pentateuch, not only the consonants, 
but also the punctuation ; cf. Ginsburg, Introd. 
pp. 197 - 240. The Eastern Madn'hd'g were not 
always at one among themselves ; the views of the 
scholars of Sura differed on not a few questions 
from those of the scholars of Neharde'a. Cf. 
Strack, ' Ueber verloren gegangene Handschriften 
des AT', in Geo. Al. Kohut, Semitic Studies, 
Berlin, 1897, pp. 660-572. 

B. The quotations in the Talmuds and the 
oldest Midrashim. The present writer has called 
attention to the importance of these quotations in 
his Prolegomena crxtica in VT Heb., Leipzig, 1873, 
pp. 59-111, esp. p. 94 ff. A prerequisite, which 
has not yet been supplied, for such investigations 
is critical editions of the Jewish literature just 
named. 

C. As to the activity of the Sopherim [ypan- 
/tareu), i.e. those students of the Law who pre- 
ceded the Ma(s)soretes, and laboured during the 
last centuries B.C. and at the beginning of the 
Christian era, we have, unfortunately, only very 
scanty information. The principal passage is 
Talmud, Nedarim, 376, 38a : ' A law given to 
Moses on Sinai (i.e. a very ancient tradition) is 
the following : O'tbio Kipo, the pronunciation fixed 
by the Sopherim, e.g. o:?<p shnnidyim, accented on 
the penult ; 'd nay, the cancelling [of toaw] by the 
Sopherim before in* Gn 18 8 24 M , Nu 31 3 , Ps 68* 
and before tomb Ps 36 7 ; ja'na te)i jnp, words read 
which are not written in the text, e.g. irjj 2 S 8 s , 
srx after ^fjr 2 S 16°, o'xa Jer 31 M , a) after w Jer 
50 s9 , nx before "fc Ru 2", ^» Ru 3 B -" ; jpp tej>] ia'n?, 
words written but cancelled in reading, e.g. k. 
after the second n 1 ??: 2 K 5 18 , n»o before men Jer 
32", the second tit Jer 51 s , the second tfoq Ezk 
48", ok Ru 3 ia .' * This record does not give all the 
instances : there were many differences as to the 
presence or the absence of the waw conjunctive. 
There were more words read but not written, 
and written but not read ; see Frensdorff, Okhlah 
we'okhlah, Nos. 97, 98 ; and (iinsburg, Massor. ii. 
p. 54 f. We learn from the above extract that the 
Sopherim were not simply copyists but revisers of 
the text. — A large part of their work consisted in 
removing everything which could give offence in 
any way to pious souls when the sacred texts were 
used in the course of public worship. Further, 
the Divine names, especially the Tetragrammaton, 
had to be protected against irreverent, and above 
all against frequent, utterance (see §§ v., vi., and 
Ginsburg, Introd. pp. 345-404). 

It may be assumed as certain that the results 
of the common labours of the Sopherim in Jeru- 
salem were utilized in the Bible codices that were 
prepared under their superintendence. These 
codices would then serve as the basis of future 
copies. When differences were remarked between 
MSS, especially those kept in the sanctuary, it 
was the custom to follow the majority ; cf. Pal. 
Talm. Ta'anUh, iv. fol. 68a [according to Sopherim, 
vi. 4, Resh Lakish is the author of the record]: 
'Three codices of the Pent, were in the court of 
the temple. In Dt 33" one read pjro, two roijra; 
they accepted the text of the two, and rejected 
that of the one. In Ex 24° one read •ouajn, two 
njfj; they accepted the text of the two, and re- 
jected that of the one. In one codex kvi was 
written nine times, in two eleven times ; they 
accepted the text of the two, and rejected that of 
the one.' (veaasn was, according to Talm. Meg. 
9a, one of the alterations made by the seventy- 

• It is worth while to remark that at least two of these ex- 
amples give the Eon tern readings, namely, Ru 2" n« before 

Sa read but not written, and Jer 32" nui before mssn written 
but not read. 



two elders in translating the Pentateuch into 
Greek, wn, as is well known, is written in the 
Pentateuch for both masculine and feminine 
gender ; K-n occurs in MT of the Pentateuch only 
eleven times). 

v. Tub Importance of the Old Versions.— 
As really old MSS of the Heb. OT are not avail- 
able (ii. C-E), the ancient Versions have been ex- 
amined in order to discover the character of the 
text at a period earlier than that for which the 
MSS and the Mas(s)ora give their evidence. On 
these Versions see the separate articles in the 
present work. Here it may be generally re- 
marked that an exhaustive use of these aids is 
impossible so long as we are without critical 
editions. Such editions we do not as yet possess, 
whether of the LXX, the Targums, the Peshitta, 
or the work of Jerome. 

Of all the Versions the most important for our 
purpose is the Alexandrian, i.e. the LXX (see the 
Literature in Strack's Einleit. in das AT,§ 87, and 
art. Septuagint above). Although, as has been 
just remarked, a critical edition is not yet x in 
existence (for Dr. Swete gives only the text of 
cod. B with the variants of the oldest uncials), 
this much can be affirmed with certainty that the 
Heb. text which was the basis of the Alex, trans- 
lation frequently differed from the MT. But from 
the circumstance of this difference it by no means 
follows that the Heb. text used for the LXX was 
a better one than the MT. (This assumption is a 
capital error in the painstaking work of A. W. 
Streane on Jeremiah). Owing to the variety of 
translators, a special examination is required for 
every part of the OT. The LXX is of most use 
for the recovery of the Heb. text in the books 
of Samuel, Ezekiel, and partially Kings. For 
instance, in 1 S 8", where MT has oa'-nrta, LXX 
has rightly t& /3owc6\«a iifiGv, i.e. oanpa. But in 
many passages the text was corrupt even prior 
to the LXX: for example, IS 6" ' 50070 ^and 
2S 15 7 '40.' 

The Hebrew exemplars from which the Alex- 
andrian translators worked had, at least in most 
of the books, the acriptio continua, that is, there 
was no separation of the words : for example, 
1 Ch 17 10 r> -un) appears in LXX as Kal avtrpw <r« 
= lftll*l; Pr 2 7 on *An, LXX tjjj- iroptluv airr&v ; 
18 3 a} kj, LXX els p&Oot afawr (cf. Driver, Notes on 
Heb. text of Sain. p. xxx f. ; (iinsburg, Introd. 



pp. xxxn-xxxiv; uinsuurg, i.e. pp. 
137-157.— It is uncertain whether any, or how 
many, MSS with the old Heb. (Canaanite) script 
were used by the Alex, translators, and hence 
whether deviations from the present MT may be 
explained by interchange of letters which resemble 
each other in the old form of writing (cf. Ginsburg, 
Introd. pp. 291-296 ; A. J. Baumgartner, L'etat 
du texte du livre des Provcrbes, Leipzig, 1890, pp. 
272-282). 

Of the revising activity of the Sopherim many 
traces are to be discovered from the LXX, a 
circumstance which shows that this activity had 
commenced long before. Ish-baal the son of Saul 
is called in the LXX 'leafiboOf, as in MT nyaehj 
(see vol. ii. 501 f.). The most of the emendations 
of the Sopherim (omns ppn) are found also in the 
LXX, e.g. Jer 2" maa -rijv oofa* airrov for maa ; but 
in two passages at least the ancient text is pre- 
served : 1 S 3" D.i 1 ? D^Spc, LXX KaKoXoyovrrti 
6e!)v, i.e. d'.iVk 'd, and Job 7" '^f, LXX irl vol, i.e. 

vi. Observations on the History of the 
Text of the OT. — What means have we of 
getting back to still earlier times? 

A. Comparison of parallel passages. Historical: 
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Gn 5, etc. and 1 Ch 1 ; 2 S 23 Mr - and 1 Ch 11 ; 
Sam., Kings passim, and Chron. ; 2 K 18 ,s -20 19 
and Is 36-39 ; 2 K 24 ,8 -25 S0 and Jer 52. Legis- 
lative: Ex 20 and Dt 5 (the Decalogue) ; Lv 11*** 
= Dt 14**-. Poetical: 2S 22= Ps 18; Ps 105. 96. 
106 and 1 Ch 16 8ff - ; Ps 14 and 53 ; Ps 40 ,iUr - and 
70^-; Ps 67 7ff - and 108 ,ff - ; Ps W- and 108« ff -. Pro- 
phetical: Island Mic 4 I S ; Ob and Jer 49 7ff \ 
Some of the differences which show themselves 
between parallel passages may be explained by 
the assumption that they are due to an intention 
on the part of a later author or redactor (even- if 
this intention was based on nothing more than 
the principle of variatio delcctat). To intention, 
for instance, must be ascribed the deviations of 
the Deuteronomic Decalogue from Ex 20. In- 
tention, too, explains the diversity of construction 
of the word ovfye ' God,' which is plur. in Ex 32*- 8 
(i3>7) but sing, in Neh 9 18 (ifan), and so 2 S 7 a n\n, 
but 1 Ch 17 s1 ifjsj. It is very remarkable that the 
revising activity of the Sopherim is less manifest 
in Chronicles than in the books that were earlier 
accepted as canonical. One of David's sons is 
called in 2 S 5 W jrj$ v , LXX 'EXiatt, but in 1 Ch 14 7 
JTJ^IJ? the original form of the name has been pre- 
served (cf. n$* 3TS»'i< of 2 S 2 s al. with Syayp of 1 Ch 
8 s * al.). — In many instances, however, we must 
assume an error in the tradition : Gn 10 s - 4 /ftphath 
and Dodanim, 1 Ch 1 Diphath and /fodanim ; 1 K 
5« [Eng. 4 M ] ' 40,000,' but 2 Ch 9» « 4000' ; 1 K 7 s8 
•2000/ but 2 Ch 4 8 «3000'; 1 K 7* «knops' 
(piled' (m), but 2 Ch 4» 'oxen' (bikdrim). Both 
texts cannot be correct ; the one or the other rests 
upon a mistake. Possible sources of error are : 
freaks of the eye or (in cases of dictation) the ear, 
wandering of the memory (e.g. the putting down 
of a synonymous word, cf. 2 S 22 7 trip* and Ps 18 
jnrie), false interpretation of abbreviations, or, 
conversely, failure to recognize the abbreviated 
form of words. All these sources of change and 
of error were of course at work also in those 
passages where, on account of the non-existence of 
a parallel passage, we cannot so readily recognize 
them.' 

B. Carrying the Heb. text, as it presently exists 
in the so-called square script, back to the ancient 
Heb. form of writing. It is natural to assume 
that, in connexion with the change of written 
characters, errors must have slipped in, whose dis- 
covery may be facilitated by restoring the old 
script. The art. ALPHABET (vol. i. p. 70 ft".) can 
now be supplemented and improved with the help 
of the admirable work of M. Lidzbarski, Hand- 
buck des nordsemitisclien Epigraphik, Weimar, 
1898 (pp. 173 - 203, 'Die Schrift der nordsem. 
Inschriften '). 

C. We have seen that the text of the OT books 
has undergone not a few changes since their com- 
position. We must be careful, however, not to 
exaggerate the importance of these changes. The 
circumstance that we are still in a position to 
analyze, in the main with perfect confidence, most 
sections of the Pentateuch, i.e. to separate from 
one another the sources from which these sections 
have been composed, is a convincing proof that 
even the sum of all the changes in question has 
been far smaller than one might be disposed to 
think, and far smaller than critics like Aug. 
Klostermann have held it to be. 

vii. Litkr ati < r R. — F. Buhl, Kanm nnd Text des AT, Leipzig, 
1881 [Eng. tr. Edinburgh, T. & T. Clark], »f 23-99 ; F. G. Ken von, 
Our Bible and the ancient MSS, being a history of the text and 
Us translations', London, 1890 ; T. H. Weir, A sliort history oj 
the Heb. text of the OT, Loudon, 1899 (both the last two works 
are of a popular character) ; A. Loisy, Hist, criliipie du texte et 
des versions de la Bible, 2 vols., Paris, 1892. 95 ; A. Dillmann 
and F. Buhl, 'Bibeltext des AT' in PRE*\\. 713-728; the OT 
Introductions of Eichhorn, Ed. Konig, H. L. Strack. 

Hermann L. Strack. 
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TEXT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.— 

i. Introduction : Uncertainty about the Text of the Greek 

Testament. 
iL Materials for restoration of the text. 

1. Manuscripts. 

2. Versions. 

8. Quotations. 

4. Number of Variations Increased by the new materials. 
6. Rules of Textual Criticism. 

Literature and Addenda. 
[In this article ' Introd.' or « Introduction ' stands for Neatle'a 
Jntrod. to the Gr. XT., 1901]. 

i. INTRODUCTION: UNCERTAINTY ABOUT THE 

Text of the Greek Testament.— For the general 
reader, as a rule, no question exists about the text 
of the book which he is reading. The copy in his 
hand is for him the work of the author. It is only 
under special circumstances that the question arises 
how far we may rely upon the text in our hands. 
Especially since the invention of the printing-press 
such circumstances have become much more rare, 
but they are far from having disappeared altogether. 
It may suffice to recall the obscurity in which the 
works of Shakespeare and the early editions of 
them are enveloped, or questions like that as to 
the origin of some Rubrics in the Prayer- Book.* 
But in the case of works composed at a time 
when their multiplication was possible only by 
means of copying, it requires little thought and 
experience to bring home this point with full 
force. It presses upon the mind with increased 
weight in the case of the NT, which was or is no 
• book ' at all, properly speaking, but a collection 
of writings, a great many of which were at the 
outset not destined for publication and multiplica- 
tion. When St. Paul wrote his first letter to the 
Thessalonians he did not write it with the inten- 
tion that it should or might be published after- 
wards, and consequently did not give it the form 
appropriate to such an object. Neither had he — 
or she, perhaps a poor slave or an old woman — 
who first copied it the intention of copying it for 
publication. Hence parts may have already been 
omitted which did not appear of importance, e.g. 
the address, or the date and subscription ; sen- 
tences may have been abbreviated or expressions 
changed. It is similar with the Gospels. When 
the first collection of sayings of Jesus or the first 
narrative of His deeds was set down in writing, 
the next who copied it might feel inclined to 
enlarge it or to change any detail according to 
the form in which he had heard it, without any 
bad intention. 

In spite of this situation of things, not only 
readers but even editors of the Greek Testament 
rested for a long time satisfied in the naive belief 
that the next best, i.e. worst, text in their hands 
was the text of the NT. When Erasmus finished, 
on the 1st March 1516, the first edition of the 
Greek Testament sold in print, he put at the 
end : Finis l'estamenti totius AD GR-ECAM VERI- 
TATEM vetustissimorumque Codicum Latinorum 
fidem ad probatissimorum authorum citationem et 

* A most significant example in German literature has been in- 
vestigate lately by Prof. Tschackert of Gottingen. What is the 
original text of the Confetsio Augustanal It was handed to 
the emperor Charles v. on the afternoon of the 25th June 1530, 
in two copies, German and Latin. Both copies have disappeared. 
The .Confession appeared in print as early as Sept. 1530, and two 
months later there was a semi-official publication of it by its 
author, Melanchthon ; but neither of these gave the original. 
Therefore Prof. Tschackert examined 35 manuscript copies, all 
dating from the year 1630, and nine of which once belonged to 
men who had subscribed the Confession. In an official docu- 
ment like this we expect now that all duplicates shall agree to 
the very letter. Yet, besides orthographical differences. Prof. 
Tschackert had to collect hundreds of variants, and the writer 
of the present article is convinced that the true text has not 
been restored by him in every case. In one case it concerns a 
quotation from the NT (Gal l 8 ), where Prof. Tschackert, follow- 
ing his M8 N, prints 'der sei verflucht,' 'let Aim be accursed,' 
while the present writer believes that the other MSS ARZ give 
the true reading, ' das sei verflucht,' is. 1 let it be cursed.' 
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interpretationcm ACCURATE recoqniti, Optra studi- 
oque D. Erasmi Roterodami. This ad Greecam 
veritatem does not mean only ' the Greek Original* 
or * the original Greek ' in contradistinction to the 
Latin translation, but was meant to include the 
idea of original correctness and integrity. Erasmus 
was convinced that he had (on the whole) edited 
the original Greek Testament. In like manner, it 
was no empty boast, but an expression of their 
full persuasion, when the Elzevir printers put in 
the preface of their edition of 1633 the words : 
tectum ergo knbes nunc ab omnibus receptum IN 

QUO NIHIL IMMUTATUM AUT CORRUPTUM DAM US. 

For the following comparison- with the faithful 
representation of ancient monuments and inscrip- 
tions shows that they were really persuaded that 
they had given the original text to their readers 
[qui, cum lapides ac monumenta antiquorumquidam 
venerentur ac religiose reprazsentent, multo magis 
chartas has ab origine Oeoxvedcrovt vindicandas 
a mutatione ac corruptcla iudicamus). And yet 
the difference is clear. In the cose of an ancient 
monument and inscription, the original is before 
our eyes, in our hands ; in the case of literary 
works, we are removed from the original by 
thousands of yetfrs, and are brought into con- 
nexion with it only through a series of repeated 
copyings ; and every fresh copy — perhaps even the 
first — was a source of errors, ecen when the copyists 
took all possible pains to be correct. We nave 
already pointed out and accounted for the fact 
that in the case of the NT there was at first a 
period of textual laxity (cf. Westcott-Hort, §§ 6-14, 
' Transmission by writing,' where it is shown how, 
even, when the copyist has the intention of tran- 
scribing language (not sense), he, by mental action, 
passing from unconscious to conscious, may come 
to introduce free modification of language and even 
rearrangement of materials). A few examples may 
show to what differences copying gave rise — 

What is the name of the tenth apostle in Mt 1C ? 

(a) One set of our witnesses given . 

(6) Another, Ai^citr. 

(e) A third, combining (a + b), 0«23ouW • inzXttfut Ai£- 

(d) A fourth (6+ a), Ai&Wk i I e*i3*;.,-. 

(«) A fifth, Judas Zelotet. 

(/)Asixth, Judas the son oj James, 

(g) A seventh (=e+l"+aX 'UZtat i x*X*ipan; Ai£- 

i ItutXr.Uik 

tmiet. 

(A) An eighth, Thatheus Zelotis.*. 

Or, what was the clothing of John the Baptist? According to 
Mk l 6 'Camel's hair and a leathern girdle about his loins'? or 
only 'the skin of a camel' without a girdle (tippif x*.u.iktv)1 
The latter is the reading of D, while the girdle is missing also 
in several Old Latin MSS. 

How does the Apocalypse and the NT conclude? We have — 
leaving out such minor variations as the addition of ' Amen ' or 
' Amen, Amen,' or the grace 'of the Lord Jesus,' or 'our Lord 
Jesus,' or 'the Lord Jesus Christ,' or 'Christ' alone— the varia- 
tions— * 

(1) 'With the saints '(RVX 
(•2) ' With all' (KVm). 

(3) ' With you all'(AV). 

(4) ' With us all.* 

(6) * With all the saints.' 
(6) ' With all men.' t 



* WH adopted (a) on the authority of KB 17, 124 e eorb 
vg me the Hier. loc. (apparently), and adduced | 304 among the 
examples of important or interesting readings, attested by KB, 
but lost from the rest of all extant uncials ; Tischendorf, on the 
contrary, preferred (t») on the strength of D 122 k Orig. Aug.— 
and so does Blass now — a reading which is by WH here and 
in Mk 8W declared 'a Western corruption,' these being the 
only two places where either name occurs, (e) is a well- 
supported 'Old Latin ' reading (a, b, h, found also in the Roman 
Chronography of 354, see art. Tiiaddaub) ; (g) is found in 243 
and the Apoitolic Constitution* ; (A) in the Rushwbrth Gospels, 
on which see JThSt, iii. p. 96. • 

t The third reading, ' with you all,' has no Or. MS authority 
at all, but was retranslated by Erasmus from the Latin Vul- 
gate because the only Gr. MS of Revelation which was at his 
disposal was defective at the end ; it has been retained in the 
Lutheran Version even alter its revision, while the RV replaced 



On internal grounds it woald be quite impossible to decide 
which is the true reading ; how difficult a decision is on the 
basis of all arguments (witnesses and internal grounds) is shown 
by the difference between the latest editors. 

For more examples it is sufficient to refer to the margins of 
the AV (Mt I" 'Some read' ; 26» 'Many Greek copies have' ; 
Lk 10" ' Many ancient copies add these words ' ; 17* ' This 
36th verse is wanting in most of the Greek copies' ; Jn 18'3, 
Ac 2fi« 'as some copies read ' ; 1 Co 15". Eph 6", Ja 2" 2 P 2* '» 
2 Jn»); but especially to those of the RV which are crowded 
with such remarks as 'Some (many) ancient authorities read 
(insert, omit, etc.)' from Mt l u down to Rev 22*1. Cases like 
the Doxology of the Lord's Prayer, the close of the Second 
Gospel, the comma Johanneum (1 Jn b 7 ), will readily occur to 
the mind of the reader. 

It is not possible here to count up all the ways 
in which errors may originate ; every one who 
has to do with copying and printing has some 
testimony to bear regarding it. One of the com- 
monest is, for instance, the so-called homoioteleuton, 
by which arise what our printers call 4 match ' or 
' funeral,' whereby a passage is either written twice 
or totally omitted ; the latter being, of course, the 
more dangerous case. By such an omission in the 
editions ot Erasmus the words x a P lv 1 — X a P} p * •»') 
were wanting in the Bibles of Luther till 1568 or 
even longer. Another equally frequent source of 
error is the transposition of letters (especially 
where liquidce are concerned) or of words. In Jn 
8" six possibilities are represented in, the position 
of the words : * Jesus spake unto them ' — 

(1) ai/rols AdXijiref b'lrpovt, jtB, 

(2) adroit 6 'Iijo-oOj IXdXijffcr, EF, 

(3) AdXi^w adroit 6'ltjffovt, D 1, 33, 

(4) iXikipev 6'lvo-ovt adroit, Cyril, iv. 484, 

(5) 6 'Irjffovt adroit iXAKiferep, TR, 

(6) 6 '\-naovt 4\d\rjo-(>> adroit, N 4 ; 

and a seventh, the combination of (1) and (4), is 
given by N* adroit £\d\n<rcv 6 'iT^roOr adroit. 

A third source is the addition of words which the 
copyist found missing ; the subject, for instance, as 
1 God,' ' the Lord,' 'Jesus.' By such a (wrong) sup- 
position, e.g., the text is explained which ascribes 
the Magnificat, Lk 1, to Mary instead of Elisabeth 
(see Introd. ad loc. ). 

In view of all the perils to which literary works 
like the NT have been exposed, it is really astonish- 
ing to find how much has been preserved, and, on 
the whole, how faithfully. And we willingly 
subscribe to the words of Bengel, placed at the 
end of the editio minor of the * NT in the original 
Greek,' which is at present the nearest approach 
to the goal, that of WH : Ipsa summa »n libris 
omnibus salva y etf, ex Dei procidentia: sed tamen 
illam ipsam providentiam non debemus eo allegare, 
ut a lima quam accuratissima deterreamur. But 
also the sequel will still hold good : Eorum, qui 
prascessere, neque defectum exagitabimus, neque ad 
eum nos adstringemus : eorum, qui sequentur, pro- 
fectum neque postulabimus in praisenti, neque pra>- 
cludemus in posterum: quatlibet atas pro sua facul- 
tate veritatem invesligare et amplecti, Jidelitatemque 
in minimis et maximis prastare debet. 

ii. Materials for Restoration of thk Text. 
— The means of arriving at the original text, and 
the rules for the application of these means, are 
of- course the same for the NT as for other 
literary works of antiquity ; only that for' the 
NT we are in a much better situation than for 
most other works, as, for instance, the Greek and 
Latin classics, or the OT, owing to the abundance, 
variety, and comparative excellence of the docu- 
ments at our disposal. These documents are : 
Manuscripts, Version.*, Quotations. The colophon 

it by the first (and 6econd). Also the fourth does not seem to 
have any MS authority, but to be, as Ed. Reuss styled it, piwn 
correcUrrit aut typothttce tusjririum in a Basle edition of 1545, 
from which it passed over into the edition published in the 
same year and place by Melanchthon, who mentions, however, 
iuMt in his Appendix (Introd. p. 169 is to be supplemented). 
With (6) compare the reading of D* (for 3) in He 13*. 
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of the first edition of Erasmus, quoted above, 
mentions these three classes of documents. 

1. Manuscripts (cf. WH, §§ 98-106).— The first 
place in the class of MSS would be held by those of 
the authors themselves if they were extant — the 
antograplis. The possibility of their existence 
cannot be denied, seeing that we have documents 
written on papyrus, i.e. on the same writing 
material which was used in NT times, and from 
regions not far removed from the birthplace of the 
NT, of twice, almost three times the age which 
the autographs of the NT would have to-day (see 
art. Writing, p. 950"). But, as a matter of fact, 
the NT autographs have been lost. Already 
Irenneus appeals only to careful and old copies (ip 
vtifft roit <rirov8aloi% kclI &px<dott dmypdQoii), and the 
testimony of those who have themselves seen the 
author (ncal /ia.prvpovvTUi> airrwy iKttrur tup Kar tyip 
t6p 'ludvfijy iupaKtrrw), and to internal evidence («al 
roO \6yov StSdtTKorros vp-as). 

On the style in which the autographs of the NT may have 
been written, and the whole question how we have to conceive 
of them, see Introd. p. 29 ff., and art. Writino, p. 951. Of 
expressions referring to books and writing we have in the NT : 
p fitfiiJf, frfrttplin (only in NT [Rev.], with the variant 
fiifikiSipif), fUiigpitai, xiptr,, niXuftf, puXm; ypmfut, etc. 

The hope which Bengel expressed with reference 
to the much disputed passage 1 Jn 5 7 etiam atque 
etiam sperare licet, si non autographum Johanneum 
at alios vetustissimos gracos ... in occultis divines 
providenticc forulis latentes suo tempore productum 
iri, has been fulfilled lately in a way that could 
not have been expected at his time. 

Erasmus (1516) had at his disposal for his first edition only 
one or two MSS, the oldest being of the 10th cent. : Stephen 
usedtfor his Regia (1660), besides the printed edition of Ximenes, 
two uncials (DL) and 13 cursives. The London Polyglot (1667) 
was for the first time able to make use of the Coaex Alexan- 
drinus. More additions to the stock of witnesses were made by 
Mill (1707), Bengel (1734), especially Wetstein (1751) j but of the 
two MSS which are now reckoned best, the Vaticanu* was not 
yet accessible in a trustworthy form, and the Sinaitieut was 
not yet discovered. 

Tischendorf knew in his 7th edition (the last 
which he fully completed) for the Gosoel 52 uncial 
MSS or fragments of such, at the head of them the 
codex Sinaiticus, ascribed by him to the middle of 
the 4th cent.* When Gregory completed the Pro- 
legomena to Tischendorf's editio octava, he counted 
for the Gospels alone about 25 uncials more ; and 
in the most recent work on the subject, Gregory's 
German revision of the said Prolegomena (Text- 
kritik des Neuen Tcstamentes : Erster Band, 1900), 
he describes 97, promising the description of 4 
more for the appendix. It is similar with the 
other parts of the NT. And while hitherto very 
few MSS had been known onpapyins (the writing 
material of Apostolic times), ana none earlier than 
the age of Constantiue, now several fragments on 
papyrus have been found recently.and two at least 
are assigned to the 3rd cent, (see Writing, p. 952*). 

Of cursive or mitiuscle MSS (see on them art. 
Writing, p. 954») about 3000 are now known, if we 
include the Lectionaries ; and 2000, so it is esti- 
mated by Gregory, wait for description and classi- 
fication. As a whole the cursive MSS are less 
valuable than the uncials, but several of them are 
very important, even more than uncials, because 
the text of a cursive MS, in spite of the recent 
date of the MS, may be much older than that of 
an uncial. It is impossible to give here a list either 
of the uncials or, still less, or the cursives ; some 
of the former have been treated in separate 
articles, see A, Aleph, B, C, D, L ; we must refer 
to Tregelles' revision of Home's Introduction 
(vol. i. 1856), Tischendorf - Gregory, Scrivener- 
Miller 4 , Gregory, i. (see Literature). 

* Compare also the table in WH, J 19, showing the late date 
at which primary MSS have become available. 



Special attention is due, though they hare not 
received it hitherto, to the Lectionaries, i.e. the 
manuscripts of ecclesiastical lessons taken from 
the NT ( WH, §§ 103, 104 ; Scrivener, i. 74 ff., 327 ff. ; 
Gregory, Textkritik, i. 327 ff.). 'Comparatively 
few of them have as yet been collated. Some of 
these have been found to contain readings of 
sufficient value and interest to encourage further 
inquiry in what is as yet an almost unexplorti 
region of textual history, but not to promise con- 
siderable assistance in the recovery of the apostolic 
text ' ( WH, I.e. ). Liturgical books are always con- 
servative, are official books, and can be localized 
with much more certainty than other MSS of tho 
NT. Gregory is inclined: to believe that the order 
of lessons read on Sundays originated perhaps 
as early as the first half of the 2nd cent., that for 
the Saturdays towards the end of the third quarter 
of this century, and that for the week - days 
towards the end of the same century (p. 337). In 
the Apostolic Constitutions, ii. 57, it is prescribed 
that, after the Lessons from the OT, are to be 
read the Acts of the Apostles and the Epistles of 
Paul, and after this, by the deacon or presbyter, 
the Gospels of Matthew and John, Luke and 
Mark. No mention is here made at all of the 
Catholic Epistles and the Apocalypse. This is 
exactly the old Canon of the Syriac Church (see 
Syriac Versions, p. 647). The redactor of the 
Constitutions knows, apparently, the First and 
Second Epistle of Peter, but he does not make nse 
of James, 1-3 John, Jude, and Rev. ; for the refer- 
ences to Ja l 6 - 7 and Rev 22 la - »» (ed. Lag. p. 203, 10. 
204, 9) must be changed into Didache, ch. 4, Dt 
4* (see Zahn, Geschichte des Kanons, ii. 182 f.). 
Up to the present day no lessons from Rev. are 
found in the system of the Greek Church ; and 
there seem to be preserved Lectionaries which even 
do not contain lessons from the Catholic Epistles 
either ; see Apost. 65 (Scriv.=68 Greg.), a MS in 
the possession of the Baroness Burdett - Coutts, 
iii. 25, though it may be only of the 14th cent, 
(according to Gregory ; 12- 13th acc. to Scrivener). 
A MS like this, which has preserved such an old 
system of lessons, is likely to contain also a text 
of ancient character. Up to the present, however, 
these MSS have not been examined on this point. 

2. Similarly the second class of our documents 
has been enriched, namely, the ancient Versions. 

See WH, §§ 107-122 ; art. Versions, and the separate artt. 
Arabic, vol. i. p. 136; Armenian, to. 153; Eotptiab, ib. 668; 
Etiiionc, ib. 741 ; Latin, vol. iii. p. 47 ; Syriac, p. 646 ; V (.loath, 

p. 873. 

The very first edition of the Gr. Test., the Com- 
plutensian Polyglot of Cardinal Ximenes (1514-17), 
nlaced side by side with the Greek Text the Latin 
Vulgate,* and even remodelled the former after 
the latter in various places (especially 1 Jn 5 7 ; see 
art. Septuagint, p. 440*). On Erasmus see above 
(p. 732 1 '). Beza (1519-1605) made a modest begin- 
ning with the use of Oriental Versions, publishing 
a triglot edition of the NT, 1569 fol., Greek, 
Latin, and Syriac, the latter edited by Immanuel 
Tremellius, and using for Acts and 1 and 2 Cor. an 
Arabic Version, put at his disposal by Franciscus 
Junius. These versions were presented in a con- 
venient combination by the 'Polyglots', especially 
that of Walton, 1657 (Syriac, Ethiopic, Arabic, 
and, for the Gospels only, Persian). J. Fell (1675) 
took care to insert in his apparatus the Gothic and 
the Coptic, as versiones antiquissimas et a regioni- 
bus qua patet orbis maxime distantibus orientes. 
But the older of the Egyptian Versions, the Sahidic, 
was first mentioned in 1778, and edited in 17S9; 

* On the Gr. MSS used by St Jerome, see, besides the Bpi- 
login of Wordsworth-White (pp. 668-671) ; E. Mangenot, Rev. 
de it Science* EccUnuutiques (Jan. 1900) ; J. H. Bernard, Herma- 

Uiena (xi. No. xxvii. 1901, 335-342). 
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and of an older Syriac Version, only one, and this 
a mutilated MS, had been made known by Cureton 
as late as 1858, till the Syriac-Sinai palimpsest 
was discovered by Mrs. Lewis and Mrs. Gibson in 
1892. F. C. Burkitt is inclined to ascribe the 
latter MS to the end of the 4th cent. ; and there is 
no doubt that the version contained in it is in 
some way or other connected with the Diatessaron 
of Tatian, the pupil of Justin Martyr, i.e. a work 
of the third quarter of the 2nd century. 

3. The mention of Justin may lead to our third 
class of documents, the Quotations (cf. WH, §§ 123- 
126, 'Fathers'). The finds of the last century 
have greatly enriched this source (cf. Clem, ad 
Corinthios, Barnabas, Hennas, Aristides, Didache, 
etc. ) ; and for those Fathers whose works had 
been previously known, but only in inadequate 
editions, trustworthy editions are now everywhere 
in the course of preparation or publication ; cf. the 
Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiast xcorum Latinorum, 
edited by the Academy of Vienna (now more than 
40 vols.), and Die Griechischen Christlichen Schrift- 
steller dtr ersten drei Jahrhunderte, to be published 
by the Academy of Berlin (up till now 7 volumes, 
including 3 of Origen). 

For illustrations of how untrustworthy the printed editions 
have hitherto been, partly owing to the fault of the editors, see 
Jntrod. p. 145 ff., from Origen, Cyril, Cyprian; on Ephraem 
Syrus see F. C. Burkitt in Text* and Studies, vii. 2. 

And yet the importance of the quotations is very 
great. Some of the Christian writings belong to 
the 1st cent.,* of most of which the date and birth- 

Iilace are exactly known : thus they help us as 
andmarks for the fixing of texts handed down 
in MSS of unknown origin. Especially valuable 
are those passages in which the rathers refer to 
the manuscripts in their hands (arrlypafa, exem- 
plaria, libri) and their variants, from Irenieus 
downwards (see above, p. 734»), and it is strange 
that these passages are not yet collected and 
sifted. 

Most welcome will be Sancti Irenasi Novum Testammtum, 
edited by W. 8anday, advertised as in preparation by the Oxford 
University Press ; on Clement of Alexandria see P. M. Barnard 
( T. and St. v. 6, but only for Gospels and Acts) ; on Tertullian, 
Ronscb, Da* Neue Testament Tertvllian* ; Bee also Introd. p. 
14* ff. From Augustine alone P. de Lagarde collected 29,540 
quotations from the NT, together with 13,276 from the OT (now 
in the Library of Oottingen [MS Lagarde, 34]) ; Dean Burgon, 
with the help of several ladies, filled 16 thick volumes of 
quotations, which were acquired after his death by the Trustees 
of the British Museum. Bee Ed. Miller, Textual Commentary 
upon the Holy Gospels, i. i. pp. xii f., xx ff. 

On the other hand, it is clear that all depends on 
the exactness with which the author has quoted 
his text. Amongst the earliest quotations we may 
reckon the use made in the NT itself by one 
writer of an earlier writing, for instance by Luke 
and Matthew of Mark, by Jude of 2 Peter, or vice 
versa. 

4. Number of Variations increased by new 
materials. — Bewildering as this cloud of wit- 
nesses is, still more bewildering is the mass of 
variants presented by them. Already in the time 
of Mill the number of variations in the NT was 
estimated as 30,000. Scrivener reckoned in 1874 at 
least four times that quantity, Schaff ( Companion, 
1892) stated that now it cannot fall much short of 
150,000, i.e. more variants than words, or, as the 
NT consists of 7959 verses, about 20 variants for 
every single verse. And yet every new document 
that comes to light increases them. Take so short 
a letter as that of Jude. The discovery of the 
codex Sinaiticus alone brought to light 9 readings 
not recorded before in Tischendorfs 7th ed. , among 

* "There are perhaps as many as a hundred ecclesiastical 
writers older than the oldest extant codex of the N'T ; while 
between a. d. 600 and a. d. 600 (within which limits our five oldest 
MSS n.ay be considered certainly to fall) there exist about two 
hundred Fathers more '(Dean Burgon, La*t Twelve Vents of 
Mark, p. 21X 



them the addition of xal faqi after o-unjplat in v.*, 
and the substitution of raaat> ^vxv v for v&rrat roin 
d<re/9eit in V. 1 *. 

The first part of the Amherst Papyri, published by Orenfell 
and Hunt, 1900, supplied the single verse He 1> written (along 
with On 11) in a small uncial hand of the late 3rd, or more prob- 
ably early 4th cent., at the top of a papyrus leaf containing 
a letter from Rome. It furnishes the reading *»7f nn<rii 
tytira not recorded before. In the same volume was published 

a single vellum leaf, dating apparently from about the 5th or 
6th cent., containing Ac i\i- { ** with lacuna ; it furnished as 
singular readings v.« wpis *»» ; v.M iz\iC*Z§> Xiyrv, 

the latter reading being practically that of D i>nx*-iu*K— 

Xiy*trtc), with which D had stood hitherto alone, instead of 
xA«i/«{>>Tir (or )«xXiim{»ti;) ixtyn.* Even in the case of docu- 
ments known from early times a fresh revision will enrich (or 
correct) the critical apparatus of our present editions. Cf., for 
instance, the notes of the present writer on cod. D in ZWTK, 
1895, 167 ff., and the collation of this codex in NT Or. SuppL 
p. 66. The reading **f***X4vfiUi (prces. hist.) in Ac 2i 12 , not 

mentioned by Blass in 1895 (Gott.), has been received by him into 
his text in 1896 (Lips.). On certain readings of B see Jntrod. 
p. 289. On 1 P 1'6 Tischendorf states that KC have Svi riypmv- 
rmi, in reality they have i.i yiyp. etc. F. C. Burkitt was the 
first to make out, in 1899 (JThSt, 1. 278), that the Old Latin MS 
k read in Mk 153* by its first hand maleUixisti, corroborating 
thus Zti.tirmt of D. In regard to the Gothic translation of Ulfilas, 
Tischendorf does not mention the very curious reading mana- 
gaini, Jn 7 lfi =(urixK, for 'I«^«7« (see cod./), and the fact that 
there are various readings on the margins, as x*ux***H*" 1 Co 
1»>, ***ynUx*n Gal 421, Cpit Eph l». 

The same holds good of the versions and of the Fathers, that 
a new revision will greatly enlarge or rectify the critical appa- 
ratus of our present editions. Cf . Mk f rip* : ***** D a b c ; yet 
cf. Clem, of Alexandria, who is older than any of our MSS: i pit 

y*f t»7( xi<'Air<» »yrw W (683) ; iro y*f m*l i Xrnit i T*7f 

xuku-i> *y*rSt (614). The use of *y*ir*t la of course a re- 
miniscence of Ps 7838 ; aee Clem. Strom, iv. 82 (Dind. U. S34, 

I. 2, compared with 333, 1. 27, where Ps 68 11 is a misprint for 
' 78 ') inx- : ifHTu L 2P« Clem. Rom. ; but in Clem, ad Cor. 
i. 15 only cod. A has **irm, cod. H *<ri%u. The reading 
f*n*, or f*nx*f (cod. O) Mt 52*, in the Apostolic Constitutions, 

II. 22 ; for ay£r«» in Lk 16», ib. iL 41 (cf. Htwgp in the 
8yriac translation of I Clem, ad Cor. 47 for *pz*l*i). 

We leave out — for want of space — all variations 
concerned with the later additions to the text, as 
headings, summaries, numbering of sections, stichi, 
quotations, miracles, Eusebian sections, notes on 
the voyages of Paul, noting of church lessons, etc. ; 
though some of these particulars are of great im- 
portance for the history of the text, especially for 
the classification of MSS. Only by way of ex- 
ample we may mention that Tischendorf gives, for 
the inscription of the Epistle of Jude, eleven, and 
for its subscription twelve different forms ; for the 
heading of the Apocalypse their number actually 
rises to eighteen. We conhne ourselves strictly to 
the text. 

If any of our readers is startled by this mass of 
variations, though it will no longer cause him 
dogmatical anxieties and heart-burnings as it did 
to J. A. Bengel in former times, he may console 
himself, in the first place, by observing that the 
variety is not nearly so great as it might nave been, 
and as it actually is in a closely allied department, 
—that of the Apocryphal literature (Gospels, Acts, 
etc.). 

Let us compare the statement of A. C. Headlam, 
on the Clementine literature (J That, iii. 48), and 
simply cast a glance at the very first item in 
Tischendorfs 2nd ed. of the Evangelia Apocrypha, 
the so-called * Protevangelium Jacobi.' Take as an 
example Tisch. 24, where the original text said 
that ' the chapiters of the temple wailed and were 
rent from the top to the bottom ' at the murder of 
the father of John the Baptist by Herod. One 
manuscript writes that the priests rent ra l/idrta 
aOrur, another changes this into xal iOptvyio-a* Opijvov 
uiyav. 

We have nothing like this in the canonical 
NT. Even the greatest variations offered by D 

• How common such variations are may be seen from Wis 11", 
where the very same example occurs : **uwr xJUw^mti; KAB, 

inUTitTIl izXfsmZ" C. 
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(in Luke and Acta, which have been called ' monstra 
potius quam vara; lectiones') are tame compared 
with these. Nevertheless, we should be only too 
glad to have a thread of Ariadne to guide us 
through the labyrinth of NT criticism. 

5. Utiles of Textual Criticism. — To meet this 
want, the rules drawn up for literary criticism in 
general have been applied to the NT in particular. 
We can only touch on some of them. First of all, 
that of Bengel : proclivi scriptioni prcestat ardua, 
which is commonly quoted in the shorter but less 
balanced form : difficilior lectio placet or difficilior 
lectio principatum tenet. Under this rule falls that of 
(JTiesbaeh : Brevior lectio prceferenda est verbosiori ; 
also that which Wordsworth- White formulated (in 
the Oxford Latin NT): Vera lectio ad finem vie- 
toriam reportat [i.e. where a phrase occurs several 
times with variations, that reading is the true one 
which is attested at the later places : * swpe enira 
scribae quod primo loco pro niendo habent, secundo 
pro vero agnoscunt ']. * But it is clear that these 
rules have a very limited application. Internal 
judgment is liable to much «rror, even if the textual 
critic has a special gift^-and has developed it by 

Eractice— of divining what the author is likely to 
ave written (intrinsic probability), and what a 
copyist is likely to have made him seem to have 
written (transcriptional probability). 

Of greater importance is the external evidence, 
the MSS, Versions, Quotations. But here again 
some warnings are necessary. For instance, the 
rule of Sauppe : « Do not overrate your Codex,' 
that which you may have discovered (as Tischen- 
dorf did with H), or in which you are for some 
reason or other specially interested. Or the rule 
from the Ten Commandments for a philologist —we 
think they are by the late Professor A. Lehrs of 
Konigsberg— * Thou shalt worship no Codices.' Or 
the saying : 1 Common sense is older than any 
Codex ; or in Latin : * Ratio et iudicium centum 
codicibu8 potiora.' 

How are we to sift and judge the evidence? 
That it is not allowable to count the witnesses is 
now generally acknowledged ; in theory, too, it is 
acknowledged that we have to distinguish between 
the age of the MS and that of its text ; but in 
practice too great weight is still allowed to the 
oldest of our MSS. Neither is it sufficient to 
follow an eclectic course,^ to decide each case by 
itself, to stop at the comparison of single readings. 
This is only the first step ; and for this it is suffi- 
cient to take the most significant variations, i.e. 
(a) such as offer a considerable divergence of 
meaning with a small variation of form, whether 
it l>e brought about (a) accidentally or (/9) by pur- 
pose ; or (b) such as otter identity of meaning with 
great variation of form; or, finally (c), additions, 
omissions, and transpositions. 

Such passages are, for instance, for (a) from 
Revelation % — 

l 8 \toam, SAC . . . 

XoiVtuTt, QP . . . 
8" derov, NAQ . . . 

dyyiXov, P . . . 
13" ' 666,' almost all. 

•616,' C 11 (MSS quoted by Irenams). 

• Cf. further : « id verxxis, quod prim.' called bv Dean Burgon an 
axiom which holds every bit as true In Textual Criticism as in 
Dogmatic Truth (Last Verne*, 76). 

t How dangerous an eclectic course is may be seen from the 
latest recension of the NT, that of B. Weiss, who reads in I,k 5* 
wX " i f" t ic * (diminutive, and iU as second word), a reading 
which none of our witnesses offers — 

KD . . . IU r)«"«. 

B . . . trXum. iCt. 
AC . . . tit rktimpim,. 

t In the first line is put the reading adopted in the text by 
WH. Only a selection of the witnesses is given, chiefly uncial 

MSS. 



22" 



Crlf tt,» ■i.vx*' *w. The passage seems one of the beat example* 
of the value of quotations, and yet the latest commentator does 
not even quote it (Bigg), and Falconer declared that nothing 
can bo made of the supposed reference in the Didaeke uu 
the question whether there are three or two clauses in UK- 
verse. 



r\6rorres rdt trroXit airrwr, KA ... | 
Totovrret rdi eVroA&s airrou, Q . . . 
But as in Rev. the documents are rare, it is of i 
greater importance to quote from other books— 

Mk 6» inrSpei, KBL. 

trolei, almost alL 
Lk 3* 'I«0i)A, K«BD»( W /3,X). 

'lup-ffi, the rest. 
1 Co 13 s Kavx-faw/uu, NAB 17. • 

xavd-fyjofuu (-«-), the rest. 
He 2 s xdpm, almost all. 

X«pd, M 67 b , mentioned by Origcn. 
1 Ti 4 10 dyuwitiueffa, K - AC. 

dretditipeOa, K'DL. 

1 P l a <rrop&i, BKL. 

ipeopat, KAC. 

2 P 2 U doW/tewx, K*BP. 

KOfuoti/ienot, K*AC . . . 
„ drdrais, NA'C. 

dydratt, A*B. 
Jude 12 dydrcus, NBKL. 

drdrcus AC.t 
„ 88 oOt uiw iXeart . . . oOs Si Aeore, «B (with 
minor variations). 
oOi Si iMyxm . . . out Si iXeart, A.Z 
(b) Of the second class compare — 

Mk 3 5 rupihatt, almost all. 

ptKptiati, D, old lat syr^. 

• WH adduce for this reading also Clement of Alexandria, 
814 : irri ykf *mj i kmis i nk xi.Airit iymrih (see above, p. 7S5), 

Ira ««; ikkt tmtmiAwl ri rS/tm, <»« n*vx*.wu, 'for so tkt 
parallelism to t*< xiiXsnr make* it necessary to read ; tks only 
extant MS has xmuSi.rtrtu. ' As the passage is of primary import- 
ance, the present writer consulted the future editor of tbe 
works of Clement (for the Berlin edition), Dr. Stahlin. who does 
not think this change justified, pointing to the preceding e<£t> 
Ji, which refers to a violent martyrdom. We may refer further 
to Clement, 688 If., where Clement, after several references to 
1 Co 13, mentions examples of heathen who endured the fire 
(Postumus, Anaxarches), and goes on to say : fiitu il ixm&r* 
«*»...*« mmfjjfayt, urtriry rvfl . . . rmk St-ut cn^fMin 

W*it iiiikmt «m» aiprtku ri rH/AM rmfmi»un nk nm> imu 

IzirSm Itnmputm. Here there seems to be a reference to 1 Co 
1*» as well as to Mt 10*. 

t Here, as in Lk 3», 1 Co 13*, the decision of WH seem* 
influenced by then- predilection for «R To what is remarked 
(Jntrod. p. 324 fT.) on these two passages add the following: 
Whatever view may be taken of the relation of 2 Peter to 4»de, 
it seems clear (1) that the reading must be the tame in both 
Epistles, either irirtut or iyirtut ; the one Epistle quoting from 
the other— Peter from Jude, or Jude from Peter. (2) To the 
present writer, at least, it is clear that irirmt is the true 
reading. The apparatus of Teschendorf is very misleading, as 
the translation of Jerome (eonvivia in Peter, cpula in Jude) 
testifies in both cases for tnnu = diversions, pastimes. Cf. 
in Jude the reading ««*.'«! in cod. 66f> ; Protev. Jacobi, 6. 1 : 
iuwXittn ««t»> ; 7. 2 (cod. L) : a-A^mr «vrqc= pseudo-Matthias 
8. 4 ad solatium ; Sir 141" £r« mm ni» ■±ox%> m= ' let thy soul 
fare delicately 1 (Taylor, Heb. pJD) ; Syriac 'JTB (lit =*im*) tor 
imvXmti, in the Protevangelium. Bigg (Commentary, 1901, 
pp. 212, 282, 833) declares >>«nur in both places to be the right 
reading. 

t Here WH remark : * The smooth reading of A, etc., has even- 
appearance of being a correction of the difficult double ikiirj df 
K and B. . . . Some primitive error evidently affects the pas- 
sage. Perhaps the first Ui*n ... is intrusive.' Cf., on this 
verse, the elaborate paper by R. A. Falconer in the Expositor. 
Sept. 1901 ; but note that the Didaeke, or, rather, the still okfcr 
writing which forms the basis of the first part of the Didaeke, 
clearly testifies for ikiyvm. In the onlv extant MS<of the 
Didaeke, it is true, cU /ut ikiins has fallen out, in its Latin 
text also ikkk At pi, ikiyfut before it and *V U Z, 
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Mt 17 s0 dXtyoriffrlcw, KB curs, syr*" • • ' 

irurrlap, CDEF . . . it vg . . . 

(c) Of the third for additions, omissions, and 
transpositions — 

Mt 5 s3 6 dpytfiucvoi t<£ ddtXfa airrov, KB. 
+ tliqi, most. * 
25 1 toO rvM^ov, NBC ... 

+ ical rip »v tufas, DX*2 . . . latt 
Byi* ,B vg hi, with the remark of Thomas that ' the 
bride ' is not found in all copies, especially not in 
the 'Alexandrian ' ; see on the importance of this 
difference for the explanation of t.ie parable a 
paper of A. Hilgenfeld in ZWTh, xliv. (1901) 
pp. 645-553. 

It is sufficient to recall the doxology in the 
Lord's Prayer, the end of Mark, 1 Jn 5 7 . 
Transpositions — 

Jn 7 M -8' 1 stands after Lk 21" in the closely- 
related MSS 13-69-124-346, the principal members 
of the so-called Ferrer group. 

In Romans 'the great doxology' (1&""* 7 ) is 
found also after 14=° in AP 5, 17, here alone in the 
'Syrian' text (Greek, Gothic, and Syriac). On 
the inferences which may be drawn from this 
fact, see WH, Appendix, Lightfoot, Bibl. Ess. 
287 tf., and Zahn, Einleitung, on the one hand, and 
on the other Fr. Spitta, Untcrsuch. iiber den Brief 
des Paulus an die Bonier (Zur Gesch. unci Lilt, des 
Urchriitentums, iii. I, 1901). Textual criticism 
here passes over into higher criticism. Cf. , further, 
B. W. Bacon, ' The Doxology • at the end of 
Romans' (JBL xviii. 167-176).f 

These examples show that, according to WH 
at least, K and B, and especially the combination 
KB, have preserved in most cases the true reading. 
But WH came to this decision not on the basis of 
the intrinsic merits of these readings, but led by 
their important principle : Knowledge of documents 
should precede final judgment of readings (§ 38) ; 
and : All trustworthy restoration of corrupted texts 
is founded on the study of their history, that is, 
of the relations of descent or affinity which con- 
nect the several documents (§ 49). This is un- 
doubtedly the true principle, and may be called 
the historical or genealogical method of textual 
criticism. It consists in the attempt to retrace the 
history of the text in the opposite direction from 
that which it has taken, i.e. from recent times 
backwards, step by step, if possible to the very 
original. In many cases (compare the Heb. OT 

• To the witnesses for the omission of ■<*$ is to be added the 
Didaxeaiia as edited by Lagarde (p. 639)'; the Constitutions, 
ii. 53 (p. 79*', ed. Lagarde, not mentioned in his Index), and the 
MS of the Didatctdxa published by Mrs. Gibson in the Studia 
Sxnaitiea, odd uui, 'p'K- 

t In a note at least we may touch on the question of Con- 
jectural Emendation. There has been so much misuse of this 
art, that of late it has fallen somewhat into contempt ; and, on 
the other hand, there are so many good documents for the NT 
at our disposal, that its place is very inconsiderable (WH, 
H 93-96) ; but to say that Conjectural Emendation must never 
be resorted to, even in passages of acknowledged difficulty 
(Scrivener*, ii. 244), or to say that it is not allowed' 'prfiter de 
l'esprit a VKsprit saint' (Lagrange, Revue. Biblioue, 1900, 200), is 
to go too far. The reading «<W/t« of the TK in J a 4 2 seems to be 
a conjecture of Erasmus put forward in his second edition ; 
imi^ftmeit, mentioned by WH among the suspected readings, is 
a conjecture of Nosselt, approved by J. C. Vollgraff {de triLus 
lnc.it xnterpolatU in Kvangelio secundum Marcum, Mnemosyne, 
1001, 148-161). When the present writer hit upon the reading 
i*j -zimt instead of Iri rim or J*< ?&*«>(Rev 18' 7 ), received into 
the text by Baljon, it was by mere conjecture, though it was con- 
firmed Afterwards by the reading super mare of Primasius (the 
confusion of omi and r«<r» is very common, see Eus. HE iv. IS, 
v. 1ft, 23). Boljon's edition gives a convenient collection of the 
conjectures of his country men. Fr. Blass received into the text 
of his Ecangelium secundum MatUtceum cum varice lectionis 
delectu (Lipsia;, 1901) 7 conjectural emendations, marking them 
with a star(*) : 7® tpcrixaunt, 1623 for* nu, IT** tuti.ru, 22 : " 
ttni: (for mitniru.;), 25» i*m$n .... if ■*««», 26 s0 mlpi for 
triuft, 27* «?««(k»i'. Of remarkable readings of this edition 
note ewpimt for 2u^m> 4« (a complete collation of it at the 
end of the 3rd ed. of Nestle's Or. Test.). 
VOL. IV.— 47 



and the Greek and Latin Classics) the scantiness 
of our materials does not allow of such a method ; 
in the case of the NT it is, on the contrary, 
made difficult by the wealth of materials and 
the complicated character which this history 
must have had. And the great question of 
the textual criticism of the NT at present is, 
whether the study of its history led WH to cor- 
rect conclusions. Only the principal results can 
be mentioned here : for all particulars see vol. ii. 
of their great edition, or the Appendix of their 
manual edition. 

This study led them to recognize (1) that the 
text of Chrysostom and other Syrian Fathers of 
the 4th cent, is substantially identical with the 
common late text (§ 130). This text must be due 
to a ' recension ' in the strict sense, with an elabor- 
ateness .which implies deliberate criticism (§ 185). 
This part of their theory is very generally accepted, 
except by the defenders of the traditional text, 
like Burgon and Ed. Miller. But, further, WH 
believed themselves able to distinguish (2) an 
Alexandrian text, the chief characteristics of 
which are said to be temperate forms of incipient 
paraphrase and of skilful assimilation, with careful 
attention to language, and without bold para- 
phrase or interpolation from extraneous sources 
(*§ 181-184) ; (3) a Western text, not limited to the 
West, but widely used ; not single and created ar, 
once, but various and progressive, with its two 
chief characteristics, boldness of paraphrase and 
readiness to adopt extraneous matter ; represented, 
especially by codex D, Old Latin MSS, but also 
the Old Syriac (§§ 170-176) ; finally (4) the neutral 
and comparatively pure text, to be discovered, 
especially by comparison of K and B, the ancestries 
of which W H believe to have been separate from a 
remote antiquity, so that an exceptional purity ol 
text would be found in readings common to NB.* 

} 297 : one of three alternatives must be true ; either the 
respective ancestries of k and B must have diverged from a 
common parent extremely near the apostolic autographs ; 

•Or, if their concordant readings were reallv derived from a 
single not remote MS, that M8 must itself nave been of the 
very highest antiquity ; 

Or, lastly, such single not remote MS must have inherited its 
text from an ancestry' which, at each of its stages, hod enjoyed 
a singular immunity from corruption. 

This is the most elaborate theory about the text 
of the NT put forward in the 19th cent, as the 

* As examples of important or interesting readings attested 
by KB, but lost from the texts of all other extant uncials, WH 
quote (} 304), e.g., Mt 6« omission of 10» t)a»3«W (see art. 
Tiiadd-ei's), 111* ifym for rutttn, Mk 2 " omission of ««< Hsrri.s:, 
169-20 omission, Eph l 1 omission of it 'E, 

WH do not, of course, deny the presence of wrong readings 
in KB (see { 308), still less in K or B, but they are slow to acknow- 
ledge them. Cf. their note on Mt 27**, which is, to all ap]>ear- 
ance, an intrusion from the (Jos]>el of John. 'Two supposi- 
tions alone are compatible with the whole evidence. First, the 
words may belong to the genuine text of the extant form of 
ML . . . Or, secondly, they may be a very early interpolation.* 
They are extant in KBCL, etc. WH included them within 
double brockets, but did not feel justified in removing them 
from the text altogether, and were not prepared to reject 
altogether the alternative sup|>osition. Dean Burgon, on the 
other hand. Last Verses, p. so : ' There does not exist in the 
whole compass of the NT a more monstrous instance of inter- 
polation ... in defiance of reason as well as of authority,' cf. pp. 
313-318. Though the verse is not attested by Ephraein's Com- 
mentary on the Diatessaron or the Arabic revision of it, we see 
no reason why we should doubt the statement of the scholion 
that the sentence was present ut t» ut' im^» iumyy!>.m 

<±inlup<v, x»i T«t«»»b xai «AA»» imeifm ky.tn Tetripit (cod. 

72, where Amtipsv may have arisen from iik i\ i.e. h.xrw- 
ripv). Conip., further, Mk 4« ivi ri, Xvx»«: attested by 
KB" 13-69-316 33 : 'the concurrence of four such documentary 
authorities, all independent, implies the highest antiquity, the 
number rendering accidental coincidence very unlikely."' To 
the four authorities quoted by WH is to be added a fifth, 1*, and 
just on that account it becomes snore likely that the coincidence 
is accidental ; comp. He 7' •;, rejected in spite of KABC'^O ; 
9* the addition of mi ri $ivu»Hf* in B and its 

omission in v.*. 
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result of its study during thirty years. 1'ifteen 
years after its first publication the then surviv- 
ing editor brought out a new edition with some 
Supplementary Notes, required by the discovery of 
fresh documents, especially the Syriac palimpsest 
from Sinai ; at the Mime time declaring that no 
arguments had been advanced against their general 
principles which were not fully considered by 
themselves in the long course of their work, and, 
in their judgment, dealt with accurately. And in 
their Introduction itself it is declared (§ 105) : 
' Nothing can well be less probable than the dis- 
covery of cursive evidence sufficiently important 
to afiect present conclusions in more than a handful 
of passages, much less to alter present interpreta- 
tions of relations between the existing documents.' 
Again, in the concluding paragraphs on the ' Con- 
ditions of further improvement of the text' (371- 
374) they wrote : ' It would be an illusion to anti- 
cipate important changes of text from any acquisi- 
tion of new documents,' and did not hesitate to 
express the conviction that no trustworthy improve- 
ment can be effected except in accordance with 
the leading principles of their method ; further, 
' that the general course of future criticism must 
be shaped by the happy circumstance that the 
fourth century has bequeathed to us two MSS, of 
which even the less incorrupt must have been of 
exceptional purity among its own contemporaries, 
and which rise into greater prominence of char- 
acter the better the early history of that text be- 
comes known.' 

The present writer is not prepared to contradict 
these statements. Yet, on the other hand, it can- 
not be denied that there is a growing doubt whether 
the importance of the so-called Western variations 
has not been underrated and the purity of the text 
of XB overrated.* See, besides the contributions 
of Fr. Blass of Halle, the latest statement by 
C. H. Turner in JThSt, iii. 3, p. lllf. : ' If the 
authority for the words of the Evangelists is to 
be sought primarily or even partially from the 
" Western " text, it must bs admitted that a pro- 
blem lies before us which, if it may well call forth 
all the energies of Christian scholars, will make 
heavy calls alike on their patience, their caution, 
and their courage.' t 

The other question is whether WH estimated 
the testimony of KB correctly. What if KB or 
their ancestors were not separated from a remote 
antiquity, but one codex was influenced by the 
other? WH were inclined to believe that B was 
written at Rome, ami that all its ancestors may 
have been there, while to K they ascribed an 
Egyptian origin. Tischendorf, on the other hand, 
believed he could demonstrate that one and the 
same copyist worked at both MSS. Quite recently 
the suggestion has been thrown out that B originated 
under the influence of Athanasius (Rahlfs, Nestle, 
Zahn), and is perhaps the very copy which was 
procured by Athanasius for Constans. If so, it is a 
question how an exceptional purity can have been 
handed down till that time. On the other hand, 
this fact would explain how B seems to have left 
no children ; the private copy of an emperor would 
not be given out that other MSS might be copied 
from it ; certainly not at first. It is at all events 

* Even Burjron speaks favourably of D, despite of its many 
'monstra potius quani varia) lectiones ' (Lout Twelve Verses nf 
Mark, p. 20). J 

t There has Just appeared the Prospectus of the great under- 
taking of Prof. H. von Soden of Berlin : Die Sehriften det 
Neuen Testamente* in Hirer attesten erreiehbaren Textqestalt 
hergettellt auf Grund ihrer Tojctgeschichte ; Berlin, A. Du'ncker, 
2 vols.— 2328 Codices have been examined, 454 more than are 
mentioned by Gregory, with the result that the text of KB is 
held to be decidedly that of a recension, not the neutral or 
original, as WH believed. This forthcoming edition will hence- 
forward forma new starting-point [24th March 1902J. 



strange that no MS seems to have been found as 
vet which might be pronounced with certainty to 
have been copied from B.* In some books of the 
OT N and B have an almost identical text ; in 
others they present us with quite different recen- 
sions ; in the Book of Judges B contains a version 
not quoted by the Alexandrian Fathers from the 
2nd to the 4th cent. (Clement, Origen, Didymns), 
but for the first time by Cyril, which therefore 
some scholars have been inclined to ascribe to 
Hesychius. In the NT it is easier, as Burgon 
stated, 'to find two consecutive verses in which 
the two MSS differ the one from the other, than 
two consecutive verses in which they entirely 
agree.' But this, instead of sensibly detracting 
from our opinion of the value of their evidence, as 
Burgon believed, on the contrary enhances it 
where they agree. It is intelligible that, as long 
as cod. B stood alone among extant MSS in the 
omission of Mk 16*-*°, scholars were slow to follow 
it; even after K had come to its support, Burgon 
was not justified, but might be excused for coming, 
after an investigation of more than 250 pages, to 
the conclusion 'that cod. B and cod. tf must be 
henceforth allowed to be in one more serious par- 
ticular untrustworthy and erring witnesses. They 
have been convicted, in fact, of bearing false 
witness in respect of St. Mark 16 a '*\ where their 
evidence had been hitherto reckoned upon with 
the most undoubting confidence.' t But now, since 
V. C. Conybeare found in 1893 the Armenian 
manuscript which between v. 8 and v." has the words 
' Ariston eritzou,' i.e. of the • Presbyter Arist[i]on ' 
(see the facsimile in Swete's Commentary and in 
Introd. pi. ix), and has preserved even the name of 
the man to whom (directly or indirectly) we owe the 
longer conclusion of the Second Gospel, no reason- 
able doubt is any longer possible. Therefore in 
this important case KB turn out to be our best 
witnesses among extant MSS. This awakens, of 
course, a strong prejudice in their favour. But 
what, on the other hand, about the ' Western non- 
interpolations ' ? and the other places where D 
alone seems to have preserved the original read- 
ing? See WH,§§ 240-242, 283. Certain apparently 
Western 'omissions' are shown by their internal 
character to be original, i.e. non-interpolations ; 
that is to say, only those Western documents re- 
mained free from interpolations which found their 
way into all other documents. Their presence in 

* The reading t*>ip£> (He 13 for c4pn>), which is attested by 
Tischendorf only from B*,— a second hand changed it into ? f 
a third restored it, and wrote on the margin «u«Ji««ri mm. 
muh, ifi; ri r«A«u<r, pi, pnunu,— has now been found in an 
Egyptian treatise (see J. A. Robinson, Texts and Studiet, v. J, 
p. x). 

It is a great drawback that our critical editions do not permit 
of an easy glance over the differences of these principal MSS ; 
there is Hansel I s edition (STgrceca : Antiquitsimnrum oodieu» 
textiit in ordinem parallelum disjiot. ; notas crit. et eoUatioiiem 
Cod. Sinaitiei adjecit Ed. H. II a well, Oxonii, 3 vols., 1864, 
sh.), and now that of Schjott (NT grace ad fidem testium 
vetitstitrimonim reeognovit necnon variant et lectiones ex 
editionibus Elzeririana et Tischendorfiana subjunxit, Uaunije, 

tThis conviction as regards B arose from the fact, first 
pointed out in its importance by Burgon, that the scribe of B. 
after ending the Gospel with v. 8 in the second column of a page, 
has, contrary to his custom, left the third or remaining column 
blank, evidently because one or other of the two subsequent 
endings, and apparently the longer of the Textus Receptus, was 
known to him personally, whde he did not find «t in the 
exemplar which he was copying. That the same scribe, by 
retaining on the margin the sectional figures in the Epistles of 
Paul, has preserved for us the knowledge that the Epistle to 
the Hebrews had formerly a different position from what it has 
now in B, may be mentioned here with due thanks to him, and 
as proof how the smallest particulars may be of importance in 
textual criticism. That in the OT part one of the scribes was in 

the habit of using for the name Irpmr.X. the abbreviation EC, 

the other U\, enabled E. Abbott to recognize their different 
hands without even seeing the codex, while the Roman editors 
were not able to discern it from the handwriting which lay 
before them. 
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even ♦he best of these documents appeared to WU 
such *n extraordinary phenomenon that they were 
led to the thought — worked out later by Blass 
— that 'the Western and the non-Western texts 
started respectively from a Jirst and a second edition 
of the Gospels, both conceivably apostolic' WH 
decided finally to leave them in the text, but to 
mark them by double brackets £ ]. Apart from 
the singular addition to Mt 27 w (see above, p. 
737 b n. ), these Western non-interpolations are all 
found in the last three chapters of Luke (22 1M - 

24*' »• IS. 3fi. 40. 01. 6'/J_ 

Of other places where D alone (or nearly alone) 
seems to have preserved the original reading, B. 
Weiss mentions (Die vier Evangelien, pp. 48, 180) 
Mk 13 s " the omission of tf/euSuxpto-roi Kal, and the 
reading wotfrovnw for Swaovatv; Lk 12* 7 jtws oflre 
rndti oOre vfaivei, Mk 3" etc. 

In his Philologica sacra (1896) the present writer 
pointed out other passages of this kind, e.g. Mt 
6" wph ifiai avot(at t& <rr£p,a instead of alr^aai 
airrbw ; 26 7 * 6/*o«lf« for SijXbv ae Toiet ; Lk 18 30 iirra- 
wXturiova, etc. Blass has received a great deal into 
his edition of St. Matthew (1901). And the great 
question of the day is the weight to be allowed 
to D. But it seems that new materials must 
come to light before a decision can hi reached. In 
the meantime the task will be (1) to collate as 
many MSS, Versions, and Fathers as possible ; 
(2) to collect all statements of the Fathers about 
what may be called editions or recensions of the 
NT ; (3) to compare these statements with the 
results of our collations. 

That Marcion edited a NT (Gospel of Luke 
and Epistles of Paul) is well known. Are traces 
of his work to be found in any existing MS or MSS ? 
and, if so, in which ? Of Tatian we know not only 
that he composed his Diatessaron, but also that he 
tampered with the text of Paul : row 6i ' AvwrrtiKov, 
tpaol, Tokfirpal riras airrbv urrsupp&crai $wvae tin iiri- 
SiopBovpcvov airrwp rbv rrjs <f>pdfftus aiivra^iv (Eus. 
HE iv. 29). Has the Diatessaron left its traces in 
D or anywhere else? and what is the relation of 
the so-called Western text of the Pauline Epistles 
to Tatian? When the Epistle to the Philippians 
begins in D 2 etc. : 'Eytt \lIv eixapiarCi t$ icupi<(> -r)p.wv 
(v.*) instead of EOxapio-Ti^ tiJJ Oct* /iov ; when FG will 
not allow a ropOety but only a roXe/uetV of the 
Church through Saul (Gal l 1 *- 33 ), not a (viutw but 
a SoXovv as the result of the leaven (1 Co 5", Gal 
5*), on which side is the ' metaphrasis, ' and from 
whom did it proceed ? Who were the 6pdj8o£oi who 
took away (dtpelharro) a passage from the Gospel 
of Luke, so that it is found only iv rets &5iop0Jrrois 
&mypd<pois, in the 'uncensured copies' according 
to Epiphanius (Ancor. 31)? See on Lk 1.9". 

What about the ' Codices quos a Luciano et 
Hesijrhiu nuncupates paucorum hominum adserit 
perversa sententia, quibus utique nee in veteri 
testamento . . . nee in novo profuit emendasse, 
cum multarum gentium Unguis scripturn ante trans- 
late doceat falsa esse qua? addita (cod. E edita) 
sunt,' according to Jerome's preface to his Latin 
Gospels? What about the ' Evangel ia qua; fal- 
savit Hesychius apocrypha * in the so-called Deere- 
turn Gelasiil to which some MSS add a similar 
statement about Lucian. 

What about the 60 copies of the Bible which 
Eusebius procured by order of Constantine for the 
Churches (not of his ' empire,' correct lntrod. p. 54, 
but) of his capital, which Eusebius sent oft' ro\v- 
rtXuit -fyxK-nuAvoit Te&xtat rpiffaa Kal Terpao-aal Does 
this mean that they were written in three or four 
columns or bound in three or four volumes? and 
still more, did they leave no traces at all ? or is the 
Sinaiticus really one of them? What about the 
recension of the Pauline Epistles which was under- 
taken according to the subscription in cod. H, — 



its fragments are now dispersed in Athos, Kiew, 
Moscow (at two places), St. Petersburg,* Paris, 
and Turin, — and other testimonies by a certain 
Euthalius (or Euagrius) of Snlke? Basil the Great 
(t 379) corrected a copy with his own hand : may 
it not be traced ? His younger brother, Gregory of 
Nyssa, is the sole authority besides Marcion for 
that peculiar form of the second petition in the 
Lord's Prayer : iXfiint to &ytov rvev/xd <rov itp' ij/uit 
xal KaOapuriru ij/iat. How did this creep into 
the codex 604 (of the 12th cent., in the British 
Museum), which exhibits 2724 variations from the 
Textus Receptus and 270 readings peculiar to 
itself ? Has the last word been spoken about the 
origin of the Ferrar group ? Where are the accur- 
ate copies {itrrovdaffnira) or the ancient in Jerusalem 
to be sought for, deposited on the Holy Mount (Ik 
tu»> if ' l«poffo\6pott IraXaiuv dvriypd<f>uv tQiv iv t$ 
ayly 6pei droKei/Upw), with which, according to 
their subscription, cod. A and some cursives have 
been collated ? 

We might go on asking such questions, — and 
that these questions do not belong to those which 
a fool asks, and which no wise man answers, may be 
exemplified by the reading of the. Ferrar group in 
Mt 1" which WH, in their (first) edition did not 
find worth mentioning ; and now there appears 
suddenly an old Synac fragment from the far 
East, containing that reading, which was hitherto 
known only in some Latin witnesses from the far 
West, and in those four solitary Greek MSS 
written probably in Cala ria towards the end of 
the Middle Ages, — a reading which seems to have 
some connexion with the very composition of the 
First Gospel. 

'Criticism,' said Ph. Schaff, in his excellent 
Companion to the Greek Testament and the English 
Version (at the opening of the fifth chapter, which 
treats of the Nature and Object of Textual Criti- 
cism), — 'Criticism is a dry study.' Dry? Surely 
we do not know a study of more interest. It 
requires, it is true, as the same writer said, 'an 
unusual amount of patience and attention to the 
minutest details.' Yes, but then it will be re- 
warded. 'The smallest particle of gold,' said 
Bengel, in the connexion from which Westcott- 
Hort took the word with which they closed their 
task, ' is gold, but we must not allow that to pass 
as gold which has not been proved.' 

' Codicibns emendandis primitus debet invigilare 
sollertia eorum qui scripturas nosse desiderant, ut 
emendatis non emendati cedant,' said Augustine 
(de Doctrina Christiana, ii. 14, 21). It is a satis- 
faction that in the same country in which and from 
which the British and Foreign Bible Society cir- 
culated, for almost a century, more than a hundred 
thousand copies of the Textus Receptus of Elzevir- 
Stephen-Erasmus, the most decided attempt has 
been made to fulfil the task imposed by these words 
of Augustine, to fulfil the command of one greater 
than Augustine, — the word of St. Paul, rdvra 8oki- 
Hafrrc, rb KaXbv (car^ere (1 Th 5* 1 ), or of the Master 
Himself, though it is not recorded within the com- 
pass of our present New Testament : ylveade S-ki/xot 
rpaxeftrat. 

Literati' rk and Addfuda.— (1) On the history of the Printed 
Text, which seemed unnecessary here, see WH, 5§ 15-18, 244-255 
(Mill, Bentley, Bengel, Semler, Griesbach, Hug, Lachmann, 
Tischendorf, Tregelles) ; Scrivener-Miller*, ii. 177 - 243; P. 
Schaff, Companion to the Greek Testament and the English 
Version*, 1892 ; 8. P. Trcgelles, Account of the Printed Textof 
the Greek iVT". 1854 ; Nestle, Introduction, i. pp. 1-27 ; E. Reuss, 
Bibliotheca Horn Testamenti Grasci, cuius editiones otnnes . . . 
quotquot rtperiri potuerunt collegit digessit Uluttravit, Bruns- 
viga, 1872. f 

* One leaf at St Petersburg is no longer extant, but its con- 
tents may be read by the mirror on the opposite page, on which 
it is impressed. 

t Justice must be done at least in a footnote to the edition 
(not mentioned by 8crivener or Nestle) of Ed. Harwood, 
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(2) On the MS8 see the Literature quoted in Introd. pp. SO, 82, 
e.g. Oh. F. Sitterley , Praxis in Manuscript! of the Greek Testa- 
ment, The mechanical and literary processes involved in their 
writing and preservation. With table of MSS and thirteen 
facsimile plates, New York [1898].— On the Autographs add the 
statement that according to the Acta Joan nit (ed. Zahn) the 
Apostle dictated his Gospel to Prochorus in two days and six 
Hours, to be written on parchment.— K. Lake, Text of the Hew 
Testament (Oxford Church Text-Books), 1900; M. Lundberg, 
Nya TestamenUts text, Lund, 1899. — Facsimiles of SMieai 
Manuscripts in the British Museum, edited by F. O. Kenyon, 
London, 1901, fol., cf. the same author's Handbook to the Textual 
Criticism of the ST, London, 1901 ; John W. Burgon, The Last 
Twelve Verses of the Gospel according to St. Mark, vindicated 
against recent critical objectors ana established. With fac- 
similes of codex K and codex L, Oxf. and I<oncL 187L 

Ou cod. D. See on the Italian origin of codex Bex* , K. 
Lake and F. E. Brightman (JThSt, i. 441, 446, 464).; J. R. Har.-is, 
The Annotators of the Codex Bezce, London, 1901. The reasons 
which make against the theory of Blass, that D preserved fo>- 
Acta a first recension, are said (Expos. Times, xiii. 90) to be best 
summed up in an appendix to the new edition (1900)of Mr. Page's 
i4e«(Macniillan). 

On the new Purple MS from 8inope see H. Omont, ' Notice 
sur un trtoancicn nianuscritgrecder£vangilede saint Matthieu 
en onciales d'or sur parchemin jwurpre et orne de miniatures' 
. . . Paris, 1900(Aofi<**et Exlraits, xxxvi.; nod JThSt, ii. fittiff.). 
On the leaf found in Russia see Acad, dts Inter., 8 fev. and 29 
mars 1901.— Conti-Rossini, 'L'evangilo d'oro di Dabra Libanos' 
llendieonti dei Lincei, vol. x. 6, 8, pp. 177-219 (not seen)). A 
ragment of Jn 7*-»o 9«-a lias been published by F. C. Bnrkitt 
and Mrs. Gibson in Studia Sinaitiea, ix. p. 46 f. 

Cursive* : J. B. Harris, Further Researches into the History 
of the Ferrar Group, London, 11X10. On ev. 47 and 87 606, 
see F. C. Burkitt in JThSt, i. 826 f. 

Aa to the age of Church Lessons, Job was read in the ' Great 
Week ' as early as the time of Origen. 

Versions: On the use of two languages in the Service see the 
Itinerary of Sylvia Aquitana (in Jerusalem) ; the Sacramentary 
of Serapion of Thmuis {JThSt, i. 264).— Latin : F. C. Burkitt, 
on the age of codex Bobbiensis k {Cambridge Univ. Reporter, 
5th March 1901 ; rather of the 4th than 6th or 6th cent.) ; the same 
author doubts more and more whether there was a Latin Version 
in the time before Cyprian (JThSt, i. 627), and finds an early 
Latin text of the Lhatcstaron as one of the constituent 
elements of the mixed and curious text of g (TSt, vii. 2, p. 46). 
On the influence of the Gothic Version on /(brixiensis) see F. C. 
Burkitt (JThSt, i. 129 ff.) and Fr. Kauffmann (Zeitschrift fur 
deutsche Philologie.vol. xxxiv.); see also J. Heidenreich, Oer 
neuteitamentliche Text bei Cyjrrian verglichen mil dem Vul- 
gatatext, Bamberg, 1900. Egyptian : H. Hyvernat, ' Un frag- 
ment inedit de la version sahfdique du NT' (Eph l«-2«>) in 
RB, April 1900, 248 -268. On middle-Egyptian see W. E Crum 
in JThSt, i. 410 ff., and Egyp. Exploration Fund Report for 
1899-1900, 1900-1901. 

Quotations: On the liberties taken by copyists and editors. 
In a quotation from Mt 21»> Hippolvtus (ed. Lagarde = Nice- 

fiborus), 138, 16, has wpient ; ed. Achelis, 1, 2, pp. 68, 4, l*x»r*t. 
n the Chronicon of Georgios Hamortolos a rejwrt of Papias on 
the end of John the Evangelist is preserved ; '26 MSS write n 

tlfn.tr, in rmCrttn, one iutfTtip.m uirr^tirtu.' 

The dictum agraphum of Ac 20 s4 reads In the Apostolic 
Constitutions, in one class of witnesses : irii msti i uipttt pm- 
Kkpn Jto utn t»> 'hi'hitrm. i.wip (rod. O Crie) rit X*u3*h*ti. 
mmi yip upr.rtu wiXit it' mir*v- Oiui r*'i; ix*ur" ; in the Other : 
puutipi** wti hiitsu ftiiXAst urn r) Xipt^itu: n*u riXu ikkuxtu 
uptrriu- *iai, etc. 

On the falsification of MSS by heretics see, besides the notices 
in Introd. p. 197 ff . , Bartholomteus Germon, Jesiuta non indoctus 
in Opusculo de veteribus hcereticis Ecclrsiasticorum Codicuin 
comiptoribus, part 2, cc. 8 and 9, ' ubi de codicibus MSS Col- 
bertino, Carnutensi, et Vaticano dissent' (known to the present 
writer only from Cos. Oudin, Trias disserlationum criticarttm : 
Prima de codice MS Alexandrino, Lugd. Bat. 1717, ch. 6). 

On Justin : E. Lippelt, Qucefuerint Justini Martyris ir*/*m- 
fjjtCuMT* qtiaque rations cum forma Evanneliorum syro-latina 
coha>seriid, i., Halle, 1901. 

(3) Theory of Textual Criticism : Ed. Miller, The Present 
State of the Textual Controversy respecting the Holy Gospels, 
11699]; The Textual Controversy and the Twentieth Century, 
1901 ; The Oxford Debate on the Textual Criticism of the XT, 
held at New College on May 0, 1X97, irith a Preface explana- 
tory of Uie Rival Systems, London, 1897 ; F. O. Burkitt, Two 
Lectures on the Gospels, Mocmillail, 1901 ; Fr. Blass. Philology 
of the Gospels, Macinillon, 1SS>8 ; G. Salmon, Some Thoughts on 
the Textual Criticism of the NT, London, Murray, 1897; Nicol, 
•The Lower Criticism of the NT' (Lond. Quart. Rev. April 
1901); Fr. Blass, Notwendigkeit und Wert der Tertkritik des 
Neuen Testaments, Vortrag, Barmen, 1901 (popular); G. L. 
Gary. The Synoptic Gospels, with a chapter on the text, criticism 



London, 177(1 (Reuss, pp. 185-190). It is the first edition which 
omitted i.'xji Mt 5*-', the first which made a more decided use 
of the codex Bene Cantahrigiensis and Claromontanus. 

Of modern editions a convenient survey is given by the He- 
sultant Greek Testament, ed. by R Fr. Weymouth, London, 
Stock (18861 (with new title 'cheap edition,' 1892, again 1806); 
and, on a smaller settle, by the A T cum apjxtratu critico ex 
editionilms et lihris maim scriptis colleeto, prepared by the 
present writer for the Wurttemberg Bible Society (3rd ed. 1901). 



of the NT, New York, 1900; Marvin Vincent, History of 
Textual Criticism of the NT, MacmiUan, 1900. According to 
Studia bibliea, ill. 236, Prof. Sunday has had an Introduction 
to the Textual Criticism of the NT tor some time in prepara- 
tion. Its publication will be welcomed by all students of the 
NT. C. Teschendorf, Haben wir den dchten SehriJtUxt der 
Evangelisten und A post el I Leipzig, 1873 (popular). Island 2nd 
ed., tr. by H. W. A. Smith in Presbyterian Quarterly and 
Princeton Review, Oct. 1874 ; A. N. Jannaris, ' Misreading* 
and Misrenderings in the NT' (Expositor, Dec. 1898, April and 
Aug. 1899); Aug. Pott, Der abendldndische Text der Apostel- 
geschichU und die Wir-Quelle, Leipzig, 1900 ; F. Blass, ' Text- 
kritische Bemerkungen zu Matthaus,' Giitersloh, 1900 (in 
Schlatter - Cremer, Seitrdge zur Forderunj christlicher Theo- 
logie, iv. 4) ; G. Delors, Etsai de critique du Uxte Jean 18<t- «, 
These, Cahors, 1900. A work is announced by C. F. Gregory 
on Canon and Text of Vie New Testament, in the ' Inter- 
national Theological Library series,' published by T. * T. Clark, 
Edinburgh. 

Postscript.— The article Syriac Versions was 
already in type when two publications came to 
hand, which are of primary importance not only 
for the Syriac Versions, but also for the Text of 
the Greek Testament ; therefore this is the tit 
place to add a word on them. The one is a short 
study, the other a bulky edition. They are 
S. Ephraim's Quotations "from the Gospel, col- 
lected and arranged by F. Crawford Burkitt (Cam- 
bridge, 1901, Texts and Studies, vii. 2) ; and Tetra- 
euangelium sanctum juxta Simplicera Syrorum 
Versionem ad tidem Coaicnm, Massone, Editionniu 
denuo recognitum. Lectionum snpellectilem quain 
conquisiverat Philippns Edwardus I'usey, A.M., 
olim ex «ede Christi, auxit, digessit, edidit Georgius 
HenricusGwilliam, S.T.B., Collegii Hertfordiensia 
socius. Accedunt Capitulorum Notatio, Concordi- 
arum Tabulae, Translatio Latina, Annotationes 
(Oxonii, 1901, xvi. 608 pp. 4°). 

By a minute examination of St. Ephraem's quota- 
tions from the Gospel— note the singular— Burkitt 
not only proves his statement quoted above (p. 647), 
that we can never trust a biblical quotation (in 
the Roman edition of Ephraem's works) where it 
agrees with the Peshitta, but shows positively that 
his quotations from the Gospel ' afford no proof of 
the use of the Peshitta, the Syriac Vulgate.' On 
the other hand, there are marked differences be- 
tween his quotations and the text contained in 
the Curetonian MS and Sinaitic palimpsest : 4 these 
differences suggest that it was not the Old Syriac 
Version of the Four Gospels, the Evangelion do- 
Mepharreshe, that St. Ephraem was using, but 
the Diatessaron.' This suggestion the present 
writer also is inclined to accept, and there is no 
longer any hindrance to our accepting the third 
suggestion, that the great event, the production 
and introduction of the Peshitta, 'took place soon 
after 411 A.D. under the auspices of Kabbula, who 
had been in that year appointed bishop of Edessa,' 
and that the words of his biographer quoted above 
(p. 646) contain 'a description of the making and 
production of the Syriac Vulgate.' 

It is clear that in this case the Peshitta ceases to 
be the queen of the NT versions, and loses especi- 
ally the importance which it had for the upholders 
of the Text us Ilcceptus, whose 'sheet-anchor' it was 
(see above, p. 646 b ). One of their fundamental argu- 
ments used to be: the theory of WH cannot be 
right ; for what WH declare to be a late Syrian 
recension is attested already by the Peshito; 
and the Peshito was in use already by Ephraem, 
nay, is a work of the 2nd cent. Nevertheless, 
all biblical scholars, and not the Syriacists only, 
will be thankful to have at last, through the 
labours of the late Ph. E. Pusey and his suc- 
cessor in the work, for the Gospels at least, in the 
edition mentioned above, the most solid ground 
they can wish for. Forty MSS of the highest age, 
mostly from the 5th or 6th cent., have been collated 
— MS 4 was written between 530 and 540, No. 40 
is dated from 548, No. 26 from 586, No. 32 from 615, 
No. 39 from 634 ; neither for the Greek nor for the 
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l,atin MSS have we a similar exactness in date. 
The result is, on the whole, a very thorough cor- 
roboration of the printed text ; but this does not 
diminish our thankfulness for the new edition. 
For while hitherto we were not sure about the 
basis of the texts in our hands, we have now the 
firmest foundation. And there are not wanting 
passages where the printed text finds no witness 
in any of the MSS collated by Pusey-Gwilliam. 
They do not affect, so far as the present writer is 
yet aware, the Greek text, but only the Syriac word- 
ing ; cf. Mt 5 17 6" 7". But we must first be sure 
of the Syriac text before we can proceed, and this 
end is reached by the edition of Pusey-Gwilliam, 
which, it is to be hoped, will give a new stimu- 
lus to studies concerning the text of the four 
Gospels. 

If one word may be added about the best method 
to be pursued in these studies, it would seem best 
first to single out those sections which were con- 
tained in Tatian's Diatessaron, and to study their 
language, in all extant Syriac texts ; then to com- 
pare their language with that of the rest of the 
Gospels. In this way it ought to be possible to 
get an answer to the fundamental question, 
whether Tatian made use of a pre-existing Syriac 
Version of the Gospels, or whether our Syriac 
Gospels are based on Tatian. To quote one ex- 
ample : all our Syriac texts (sin, cur, pesh, to- 
gether with the Ethiopic Version and the Arabic 
Tatian) arrange the gifts of the Magi (Mt 2") in 
the order ' gold and myrrh and frankincense ' ; so 
also the Syriac translation of the Protevangelium 
Jacobi (21*). Epiphanius (p. 1085 D, where he 
reads 1jvoiS<w rat infpat avrwr, adding the strange 
statement ^ tovs 0Y|o~avpov«, uit tx tl t" ia T ^ a> 
yp&tpwv), has the order 'myrrh and frankincense 
and gold.' Is the agreement in the Syriac (Arabic, 
Ethiopic) texts accidental, or does it go back 
ultimately to Tatian ! En. Nestle. 

THADDJEU8.— The name in Mt 10 s (AV'Leb- 
baBus, whose surname was Thaddams'; UV only 
'Thaddteus') and Mk 3 18 of the apostle who is 
called by Luke (6 1B , Ac 1") 'Judas of James.' In 
Matt, most critics now read only QadSalot (Lach- 
mnnn, Tregelles, WH [who quote this reading, 
§ 304, as proof for the unique excellence of KB], 
Revisers, Weiss, with KB sah vc; Evans. Ebionit.), 
others only Ae/9/9<uot (Alford, Tischendorf, Blass, 
with D 122 k Origen ; ' Western ' reading) ; the 
TK (AV) combined both readings, Ae/9/3euoj 6 tri- 
K\i)0elt BadSdlot (cf. e.g. Constit. A pout. vi. 14, 
viii. 25, where in a marginal note the names are 
reversed : QaSSaxot 6 Kal Ae/3Sa«oi 6 ivtKakoifuPot 
'loOSat ZjjXwt^i) ; some Old Latin MSS, finally, 
have Judas Zelotes, a reading which found its way 
into the Chronicon of the year 354 and the Roman 
Canon of 382 ('Judee Zelotis apostoli epistula 
una'). 

Sec on the latter reading Zahn, Grundriu der GeschichU dc* 
neutestamenUieJien Kantms, 1901, p. 60 ; New Kirchliche Zrit- 
tchrift, xii. (1001) p. 743; R. A. Lipsius, Die apokryphen 
Apottelgetchichten, Erganrungsheft (1890), p. 209; and the 
passage of the Apoxtolic Constitution* quoted above (ed. 
Lagarde, p. 282 ; ed. Pitra, p. 5a, note). 

In Mark all editors agree in reading QaSScuot, 
Aeppalot being again the ' Western ' reading ; in 
Luke one of the MSS collated by Wordsworth- 
White adds to Judam Jacobi on the margin ' i.e. 
Tadeus,' just as Luther added in Matt, to the 
Received Text the marginal note ' ist der fromme 
Judas.' This identification (Thadda?U8 = Lebbteus 
= Judas of James *) is indeed the most natural 
result of a comparison of the Gospels ; cf. vol. ii. p. 
199, artt. Judas, and Jude (the Lord's Broth eh), 

* The same Judas is apparently meant in Jn 14», though the 
Syrians identify this Judas with Thomas. 



and vol. iii. p. 92, art. LEBBiEUS. But whence this 
twofold or threefold name ? * 

The solution has been sought in the linguistic 
identity of the name Lebbatus, from Heb. 
'heart, with Thaddaus, from Aram. iB=Heb. ns> 
' female breast ' ; so still, e.g., Sieffert (PRE 1 vii. 
277) ; Resch, Paralleltexte, iii. 827. But this is 
more than doubtful. There is more probability in 
the view adopted by WH, that Ae/9/9a<ot or Aejiaiot 
is some form for Levi.t caused by Mk 2 W 'Levi 
the son of Alplueus.' This is denied by Bengel 
(' AtBBcuos non est idem, quod Aeut"), but accepted 
by Nilles, Calendarium ecclesias utriitsqve 7 , i. 184 
(on 19th June) : 'lovSa iroaroXov. ' S. Judas, qui et 
Thaddteus et Levi et Zelotes,' etc. A similar view 
had been proposed already by Grotius on the 
ground of Origen, contra Celsum, i. 62 (ed. Koet- 
schau, i. 113). J Grotius quoted further from 
Theodoret (Qucestiones ad Nu 16) : OadSaiot 6 xal 
A</3». Dalman (Grammatik, p. 142) denies that 
.Aeppdios has anything to do with Levi, and is 
more inclined to see in it an abbreviation from zbn 
or uSn, or to combine it ( Worte Jesu, p. 40) with a 
Nabatajnn name "tab. The other name nn ('ttm, 
Erubin, 23c) he connects with the Gr. Oevbat as 
an abbreviation from Theodotos, Theodosios, or 
Theodoros.§ The etymology of both names, Leb- 
basus and Thaddarus, is at present quite doubt- 
ful. The Jacobite Syrians vocalized Labbi and 
Thaddi, the Nestorians Labbaj and Thaddaj, 
Pusey-Gwilliam spell Labbi and taddai. 

Matters became even more complicated in the 
post-canonical literature. Eusebius (HE i. 12) 
states that OaSSaiot was one of the Seventy, and 
then tells the story of his mission to Abgar of 
Edessa. But already Jerome (on Mt 10 4 , ed. Val- 
larsi, 1769, vii. 57 = Migne, xxvi. 61 ) understands 
this of the Apostle, writing : ' Thaddavum apos- 
tolum ecclesiastica tradit historia missum Edessam 
ad Abgarum regem, qui ab Evangelista Luca 
Judas Jacobi dicitur et alibi appellator Lebaus 
quod interpretatur corculum, || credendumque est 
eum fuisse trinomium.' How great the confusion 
became may be shown by the Acta TliadoUei 
(first published by Tischendorf, Acta Apostolorum 
apocrypha, 1851, p. 261ft'.). This piece begins: 
Aef3f3aiot 6 Kal OaSdcuos ftiv dro 'ESfffffnt rrjt ir&Ktut 
. . . ffkOeti tit 'lepovffttXii/i eV reus iipjpatt 'Itodypov rod 
/SorrwroO . . . ifiairrloOri koI iTfK\^6n rb 6ropa airrod 
Qa&daZot . . . Kal l{c\l£aro airrbp [ Ir/covs] fit robt 
SuScica, Kara fiiv Mardaior Kal MdpKop 6V*arot 
drooroXot. Nevertheless, the piece is headed in 
one of the MSS used by Tischendorf : *pa£it koI 
Kotfiriait rod . . . isroarokov QaSSalov ipbt tuip jf3So- 
p^KovTa, in the other as irbt tup t/3'. Zahn 
(borschungen, i. 366, 382) believes that the whole 
confusion is due to Eusebius, who substituted 

* In the ' Preaching of Simon son of Cleophas ' (Studia Sin- 
aitica, v. 62, 65, ed. Gibson) we even read : ' Simon son of 
Cleophas, who was called Jude, which is, being interpreted, 
tiathanael, who was called the Zealot, and was bishop in Jeru- 
salem after James the brother of the Lord'; see Zahn, For- 
sctiungen, vi. 293. 

t Cf. Jastrow, Dictionary of the Targumim, p. 689, where 

*;a^ Labya is quoted as the various reading for Levi. 

tirrm ii tut) i Atui*— this is the true reading, not Aifftf— 
TO.m,tu i»»»Wf« t£ 'Iwii' «AX' turi yi t»5 itpiUfuv t*» iwe- 
riXnt ai-ratV !■?, it <ucr<> ri>a ra>r itriypifan nil xo.ro. Mopxt, 

timyyiUm,. From the same combination between Mk 2 1 * and 8W 
WH explain the 'Western' reading 'Ux*^* for Atw in 2><. 
Interesting, in this connexion, is the article of Hesychius (rea 
M. Schmidt, ii. 388) : I ' AA • umi Smii*,* *»i Atw 

rrstpit t« VlipxM, vmpk hi r« M«TtVa.£» At,3o',i, nmfn hi Anu 

'Ui.Z*t'l*M*0*v. Schmidt wishes to read 'Ux^Sm 'AXeiutu a*'i 
Qmihtutt i nmi, etc. 

5 Instead of enfl Est 2» 6" Bwii< (nn) may perliops be 
read ; see Willrich, Judaiea, p. 19. 

E The same interpretation (surname of Scipio Nasira) is found 
in Jerome's Liber interpret ationU (Lagarde, Onornaetica sacra, 
p. 62), where the name Thaddsaus is entirely omitted. It is 
curious that also in the list of the names of the apostles {I.e. p. 
174) Thaddntu, Lebbaaus, and Judas are missing. 
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for the name Addai ntt of the Syriac legends the 
Gr. name Thaddteus. It is very strange that the 
Syriac translation of Eusebius' HE, in oi\e of its 
MSS (A), substitutes in 10 cases out of 15 the 
spelling nn (with n, not k), which has not been 
found hitherto anywhere else, for nn for the name 
0a55o«oi ; see the edition of Wright - McLean, p. 
* 9 is 53 1„ 54 8 4 55 4 . (The same version gives 
everywhere mit for Agabus). When in the Book 
of the Bee (ed. Budge, p. 124) Aggai (•»), the dis- 
ciple of the Syriac Addai, is followed by Thaddai 
('his father' as is added in the recension published 
by I. H. Hall in the Journal of the A nier. Or. 
Soc. Proc, Oct. 1888, pp. lxxv, Ixxxi), giving the 
series Addai— Aggai— Thaddai, the question arises 
whether this is the result of contamination of 
Greek and Syriac legends. The names themselves 
recall 'A6[6]at SiddtTKoXot «al 'Ayyaios Aevlrjjt in the 
Acta Pilnti, ch. 14, etc. 

According to some statements, Thaddteus was 
from Jerusalem and of the tribe of Judah (Boole of 
the Bee, Barhebneus), and preached the gospel in the 
African language (Gospels of the XII Apostles, ed. 
JR. Harris, pp. 26, 29) ; while the Syriac Addai is 
said to have been from Paneas. Bar Balilul (p. 
939) refers Labbi to the tribe of Simeon. 

The apocryphal ' Gospel of Thaddteus ' (Evan- 
gelism Thaddmi), mentioned in some MSS and 
editions of the Decretum Gelasii, seems to be due 
to a clerical error (PRE 3 i. 663). 

For the extra-canonical statements on Thaddanis see Lipsius, 
2He apokryphen ApottelgetchicJxten, ii. 142-200, and his art. 
'Thaddwus' in Smith and Wace's Dictionary of Christian 
Biography, iv. 875-881. As a Christian name Thaddsius never 
seems to have been very frequent.* Eh. NESTLE. 

THANK - OFFERING. — See Sacrifice, under 
• Peace-ottering. ' 

THARRA (BA Oappd, Luo. Gedetfrift)— Ad. Est 
12 I = TEKESH of Est 2 IX 6 3 . 

THASSI (A eaaralt, NV e<ur<r(e)t).— The surname 
of Simon the Maccabee, 1 Mac 2*. The meaning 
of the word is quite uncertain. As likely an 
interpretation as any is * the zealous,' obtained by 
connecting with Aram, and New Heb. Don 'to 
bubble up or ferment' (used of new wine). For 
tho history of Simon see art. Maccabees, vol. 
iii. p. 185. 

THEATRE (04arpov). — At the disturbance re- 
corded in Ac 19"*- we are told that the crowd 
rushed to the theatre, and that it was there that 
the somewhat tumultuous meeting, afterwards de- 
scribed, took place. We also learn from Josephus 
(Ant. xix. vui. 2) that it was in the theatre at 
Cresarea that the events described in Ac 12 s0 "* 8 
took place. 

For general descriptions of the Greek and Roman 
theatre, reference must be made to the ordinary 
Dictionaries of Antiquities. The theatre at Ephesus 
was on the slope of Mt. Coressus, and was famous 
as being one of the largest, if not the largest, in the 
ancient world. A description of the remains with 
a plan may be found in Woods, Discoveries at 
Epliesus, ch. iv. p. 68. A large number of inscrip- 
tions also were found on the site, which have been 
published in full in Hicks' Greek Inscriptions in the 
British Museum. These are specially important as 
illustrating the very varied part the Greek theatre 
played in public life, as the place not only of 

• The Church days for Thaddteus (Judas of James) are in the 
Greek Church 10 June and 21 Aug.. in the Latin 28 Oct 
(together with Simon) ; on the Armenian see Nilles^, ii. ftso' 
627 ; on the Coptic 702, 721 f. (2 and 28 Epip=Julv); on the 
Syriac, i. 480 (20 Aug ), 485 (18 Oct.) 489. The Calendar in 
McUana Ea$t Syrian Datfy Office* mentions Mar Adai for the 
Sixth Sunday of the Resurrection. 



amusement, but of every form of large assembly. 
The results are well summed up by Lightfoot, 
Essays on Supernatural Religion, p. 299 — 

'The theatre appears as the recognized place of public 
assembly. Here edicts are proclaimed, and decrees recorded, 
and benefactors crowned. When the mob, under the leadership 
of Demetrius, gathered here for their demonstration against St. 
Paul and his companions, they would And themselves surrounded 
by memorials which might stimulate their zeal for the goddess. 
If the " town clerk " had desired to make good his assertion, 
" What man is there that knoweth not that the city of the 
Ephesians is sacristan of the great goddess Artemis?'* he had 
only to point to the inscriptions which lined the walls for con- 
firmation. The very stones would hare cried out from the wall* 
in response to his appeal' 

The same Greek word is also used in 1 Co 4» ' for 
we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to 
angels, and to men,' where the meaning is the 
scene or spectacle in the theatre. 

A. C. Headlam. 

THEBAIC YER8I0N. — Now g.-nerally called 
the Sahidic Version. See Egyptian Versions, 
vol. i. p. 669 b . 

THEBES.— See No-Amon, vol. iii. p. 555. 

THEBEZ (fy* 'brightness' (!); B evpfr, Oa/mri, 
A eoi/9o/j, Oa/iao-fl ; Thebes).— The place at which 
Abimelech was killed by a millstone which a 
woman threw down upon him from a tower that 
was holding out after the city had been taken ( Jg 
9 80 , 2S 11"; Jos. Ant. v. vii. 5). Eusebius and 
Jerome (Ononi.) say that in their day there was a 
village called Thebes, about 13 Rom. miles from 
Neapolis, on the road to Scythopolis. The Roman 
road from N. to S. can stul be traced, and on it, 
about 10 miles from Xdblus, is TUbds, which 
Robinson was the first to identify with The be z 
(BRP* ii. 317, iii. 305). Tubas is a large village, 
surrounded by olive groves and cornfields, on the 
western slope of a broad fertile valley. Its oil 
and com are held in high estimation ; and the 
villagers, who are divided into three factions, 
own large flocks of sheep and goats. There are 
numerous rock-hewn cisterns, on which the people 
depend for their water-supply; and rock-hewn 
dwelling-places, of which many are still occupied. 
There is a tomb of Neby Toba in the village, 
which the Samaritans believe to be that of Asher, 
son of Jacob. The village suffered greatly from 
the earthquake of 1837 (PEF Mem. if. 247 ; 
Gutrin, Samarie, L 357 ; Baedeker-Socin, Pal* 
224). C. W. Wilson. 

THEFT — See artt. Crimes and Punishments 
in vol. i. p. 522 b , and Man-stealing in vol. iii. 
p. 239. 

THELERSAS (B GeXe/xrd*, A extras), 1 Es 5*= 
Tel-harsha, Ezr 2» a Bab. town. 

THE0D0TI0N.— See Skptuagint, p. 453*. and 
Versions (Greek other than LXX), p. 866». 

THE0DOTU8 (ee63oroi).-i. One of the mes- 
sengers said to have been sent bv Nicanor to 
Judas Macealwcus, 2 Mac 14 w . 2. The author of a 
plot to assassinate king Ptolemy Philopator, which 
was frustrated by Dositheus, a renegade Jew, 
3Macl». 

r 

THE0PHILU8 (Ge^Xoi).— The name of the per- 1 
son to whom the Third Gospel and the Acts of the 
Apostles were addressed (Lk I s , Ac l 1 ). It has 
been supposed by some (and the supposition is an ■ 
early one*) that the name is, after all, only a 
general name applicable to any Christian, as 
meaning ' beloved by God * or ' the friend of God.' 
Others (e.g. Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller and 
* It is certainly as old as Epiphanius (ifor. 61, p. 428). 
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the Roman Citizen, p. 388) hold that the use of 
this name puts forward the Acts, as a complete 
work at least to the time of Domitian, and sup- 
ports the idea that the hook is a composite one, 
consisting of the original notes of St. Luke 
('called the • Travel - Document '), added to and 
increased by a later editor. The name is certainly 
that of an individual ; and this statement is con- 
firmed hy the title updnaros prefixed to the name in 
Lk I s , as it is prefixed to the names Felix and Festus 
in the Acts (23* 24 s 26*). The title implies that the 
person to whom it was ascribed belonged to the 
equestrian order — he must certainly have been a 
Gentile. Attempts have been made to fix the 
place of his residence at Antioch, Alexandria, in 
Achaia, or at Rome, but there are not sufficient 
data to go upon to establish any of these theories. 
Other theorists have gone so far as to deny that 
he was a Christian, or to say that, at any rate, he 
knew very little about Christianity.* A step still 
further has been taken in an attempt to identify 
him with a high priest of his name (Joseph. Ant. 
xviii. iv. 3) who lield office for about five years, 
and was perhaps the high priest to whom Saul, 
afterwards Paul, went to ask for 'letters to 
Damascus unto the synagogues,' that he might 
take any Christians who were there prisoners to 
Jerusalem. Whether Theophilus was a learned 
and cultivated man or not we do not know, but 
the dedication to him of the Third Gospel is in 
style the most elegant piece of writing in the NT. 
Tradition has not been busy with him as it has 
with most of the early Christians. 

H. A. Redpath. 
THERAS, 1 Es 8" (A Qipa, B om.) * (BA e*p&).— 
The name of the place and river where Ezra's 
caravan halted, called Ahava in Ezr 8* 1 - 81 , and 
now usually identified with the modern Hit on the 
Euphrates. The origin of the form of the name in 
1 Es. is uncertain. Jos. (A nt. XI. v. 2, tit to ripav 
rod E&<f>pdrov) possibly read wtpav for tWpar. 

THERMELETH (e epf ii\e0), 1 E8 5 38 .— The equiva- 
lent of Telmelah, a Bab. town in Ezr 2", where 
Cod. B gives the same Gr. form of the name. 

THESSALONIANS, FIRST EPISTLE TO THE.— 

i. Dote. 

ii. Circumstance*. 

iii. Analysis. 

iv. Value. 

v. Authenticity. 

vi. Integrity. 

Literature. 

i. Date.— The date of this Epistle in relation to 
St. Paul's life is fixed within the limits of a few 
months. It was written during the eighteen 
months which he spent at Corinth at the end of 
his Second Missionary Journey (Ac 18"). For it 
was written after he had left Thessalonica, and 
while the memories of his first visit there were 
still fresh (chs. 1. 2 passim, esp. 2 1 yiyovtv) ; 
after he had gone on to Athens and had left it 
(3 1 ) ; after he had been rejoined by Silvanus 
and Timothy (l 1 , Ac 18 s ) ; while Silvanus and 
Timothy, of whom Silvanus is not mentioned 
in any subsequent journey, are still his com- 
panions (l 1 ) ; and, lastly, while he is in some 
central place where he hears news readily from 
Macedonia and Achaia, and even from wider 
sources (l 8 iv rami tjw^>, i.e. perhaps the Asiatic 
and Syrian Churches [so Zalin, Einleitung, p. 147] ; 
but may it be that Aquila and Priscilla had told 
# him that they had heard even at Rome of the 
conversion of the Thessalonians ? and might Jason 

• This theory is based mainly on the ground that Theophilus 
from his title ' most excellent ' was an official, and that it is 
not likely that any of the early Christians would hold high 
office under the Roman authorities. 



have been the channel of communication ? Ac 17 s 
18*, Ro 16 s1 ). It was, then, at Corinth— but not 
very early or very late in that stay ; not very 
early, as time must be allowed for the mission 
and return of Timothy (3 8 ), for the occurrence of 
some deaths at Thessalonica (4 18 ), for the active 
brothei liness of the Thessalonians to manifest 
itself to other Christians in Macedonia (4 10 ), and 
the news of their faith to have spread widely even 
beyond Macedonia and Achaia (l 7 - 8 ). Nor again 
very late, if 2 Thess. is genuine, for room must be 
left for the circumstances which led to the writing 
of that Epistle. The exact date will depend on 
the system of chronology adopted. It must lie 
between 49 and 53 (see Chronology of NT). 

ii. Circumstances. — St. Paul and his com- 
panions, full of hope owing to the Divine call 
which had led them to preach in Europe, and 
encouraged by the spiritual success which, in spite 
of the insults to their Roman citizenship (2 i ), they 
had gained at Philippi, reached Thessalonica. 
This was a larger and more important centre than 
Philippi. It was the capital of one of the four 
divisions of Macedonia ; it was a great commercial 
centre <? cf. 4 10 i* r<j> irp6.fna.Ti, im Handel [Luther], 
in Geschuften [Weizsacker]), holding easy com- 
munication with East and West both by sea and 
by land (cf . I 8 4 10 ) ; it was a free town with its public 
assembly and its local magistrates (Ac 17 s «'i roe 
Srj/wp; v. 6 trl roi>t woXirdpxa.** cf. CIG 1967), and 
a mixed population of native Greeks, Roman 
colonists, and Orientals, the Jewish settlement 
being large enough to have a synagogue. St. 
Paul began as usual with the synagogue, preach- 
ing there for three weeks, appealing to the Jewish 
Scriptures, proving that Jesus was the Messiah, 
and that His sufferings and Resurrection were in 
accord with the Scriptures. The result was that 
some Jews threw in their lot with Paul and Silas, 
and so did a larger number of Greek proselytes 
and of leading ladies. The Acts thus bears wit- 
ness to the fact that a majority of the Church 
were of Gentile origin, but speaks only of Gentile 
proselytes, whereas the Epistle implies converts 
from heathenism ( 1" 2 U ). f he Epistle, though it 
implies that St. Paul's stay was prematurely cut 
short, yet seems to require more than three weeks, 
and Ph 4 18 shows that St. Paul twice received 
supplies from Philippi during the time, even 
though he was supporting himself by his own 
work (2 s ). It is therefore probable that the three 
weeks of Ac 17* were confined to exclusive work 
in the synagogue ; that after that St. Paul, as at 
Corinth and Ephesus, made some new place, per- 
haps the house of Jason (Ac IT 5 ), his abode and 

J dace of teaching for Gentiles; and the chrono- 
ogical data would admit of a stay of six months 
(Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller, p. 228). It was a 
time of hard work : St. Paul and his companions 
rose early, working before daylight to support 
themselves (2*, II 3 8 ) ; they preached with effective- 
ness and conviction (I s ) ; they laid stress on the 
worthlessness of idols, on the reality of the living 
God (1 B ) ; they told of the wrath that was coming 
on the world, when God would punish the heathen 
world for its impurity (1 10 4 8 ) and the Jews who 
refused to accept the gospel (2 ,e , II l 8 ) ; of the 
death of Jesus, of Hi3 Resurrection, of His power 
to deliver from this wrath (l'° 4 14 5 9 ,u ). They 
added that God had now established His kingdom 
and called heathen into it (2 ,a ) ; that such a call 
required a holy life, a separation from impurity 
(4"), an active life of work (4", II 3 10 ) ; that 
Christianity would lay them open to persecution 
(3 4 ) ; but that after certain signs had appeared 
(II 2 s ) Jesus would return suddenly, like a 
thief in the night (3 s ), and they would be with 
Him for ever. Their preaching met with great 
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success ( I s 2 13 ) in spite of much conflict (2 1 ) ; 
the gifts of the Spirit, especially that of pro- 
phecy, were manifested (5 lB - *) ; the Divine word 
made the converts strong to bear persecution 
(2 13 - 15 ). There is no indication of the size of 
the Church ; but some of the chief men, perhaps 
Jason (Ac 17°), Avistarchus, and Secundum (Ac 
20 4 ), took the lead in active work and preaching 
(5™" 14 ), and probably St. Paul, as elsewhere, 
officially appointed them to this position ; ap- 
parently, also, some form of almsgiving was 
organized (II 3 W ). 

These results roused the jealousy of the Jews. 
They misrepresented the teaching of Christ's king- 
dom as treason to the emperor: working on the 
heathen populace, they attempted to bring St. 
Paul l»efore a hastily railed meeting of the assembly; 
but, failing to find him, they took Jason, his host, 
and other Christians before the native magistrates 
(of. inrb tSjv Idluw cvfxtpvXerQf, 2 W ). These were bound 
over to keep the peace, i.e. probably to send Paul 
and Silas away ; and the same night they withdrew 
to Bercea. Probably, even while there, they planned 
a return to Thessalonica, but were unable to carry 
it out (2 18 4to£ : there would scarcely be time for 
two such proposals at Athens). From Bercea St. 
Paul passed on to Athens, leaving Silas and 
Timothy there, but sending back-word that they 
should join him as quickly as possible (Ac 17 u ). 
The writer of tho Acta gives the impression that 
they did not do so until after he had reached Corinth 
(18*); but this impression must be supplemented 
from this Epistle. They came at once to him while 
at Athens, perhaps bringing news of some fresh 
persecutions at Thessalonica (3 8 ra&rats and *). 
Paul, Silas, and Timothy were anxious to return ; 
the tie between them and their converts had been 
very close ; their stay had been interrupted before 
their work was done ; they had only meant to be 
absent a short time ; their converts were young, 
and might be tempted by persecution or cajolery 
(3 a ) to renounce their faith (2 17 3 6 ) ; their opponents, 
whether Jews or, more probably, heathen, -knew 
well how to misrepresent their motives; their very 
taunts (r\dvTj, djcadapaia, S6\oi, xoXaxela, r\eoi>e£la, 
fjp-oOrrei 56{a»-, perhnps eV p&pti trret) are echoed in 
this letter (2 s-6 ). But there were obstacles ; perhaps 
the guarantee which Jason had given to the magis- 
trates was still enforced (Ramsay, I.e.). So Paul 
and Silas [iriiufiapep, 3 s ) decided to send Timothy to 
Thessalonica, and Silas probably returned to visit 
some other Church in Macedonia. Possibly St. 
Paul in his growing anxiety sent yet another 
messenger (*d7<l> . . . (vt^a, 3*).* While they 
were absent, St. Paul moved on to Corinth, and 
Silas and Timothy both rejoined him there. 

The news that Timothy brought was in the main 
good : the faith of the Thessalonians had stood the 
test of persecution (1* 3 s ) ; their love showed itself 
in hospitality and charity, even to other Mace- 
donian Christians (I s 3* 4 9 : 10 ) ; they strove to edify 
each other (5 n ); they tried to walk obedient to 
Christ's commands (4 1 ) ; they were loyal to their 
teachers, and wished to see them once more (3*- 7 ). 
At the same time the calumnies against the new 
Christian teachers were still prevalent, and the con- 
verts were still persecuted ; they were also exposed 
to the ordinary perils of a new Church in a heathen 
town ; they were tempted to fall back into im- 
purity (4 1 - 8 ) ; some of the poorer members, perhaps 
abusing the charity of the richer, were living a life 
of idleness and dependence (4 9 - ,a ), others were care- 
less and forgetful of the coming of Christ (5 111 )- 
There was a tendency, perhaps due to 'the old 

* It is possible that 8t Paul sent a short letter with Timothy, 
and that the Thessalonians also replied by a written answer 
let Expositor, Sept. 18)8, pp. 167-177, where J. Rendel Harris 
ingeniously reconstructs the Thessalonian letter). 



Macedonian spirit of independence* (Light foot, 
Bibl. Ess. p. 248), to disorder and contempt of 
those in authority (5 1 ** u ; Aranrot, irierm, drax- 
Tttw only in these two Epp. ; (mjpifet*- 4 times, 2 
elsewhere). There was a danger of a misuse of 
spiritual gifts at the meetings of the Church (5 1 *"**) ; 
while some had lost friends by death and were 
afraid that these would not share in the blessings 
of Christ's Advent (4 U " ,S ). On receipt of this news 
St. Paul writes this Epistle ; he writes in the name 
of Silas and Timothy as well as himself, so that, 
with a few exceptions (2 18 3* 5"), he uses the plural 
number and speaks for them all ; probably he dic- 
tated it to Timothy and added the conclusion 
(5»-») in his own handwriting (cf. II 3 n ). Their 
hope is still to return to Thessalonica, bnt mean- 
while they write to express their delight at the 
good news, to defend their own conduct as teachers, 
and to complete what was left wanting in the faith 
and life of their converts. The words of 4 1 iratot 
xal veptrareiTt, Tra xeptaatirfrt form the connecting 
link between the two parts. He aims at ' binding 
closer the link between the community and himself, 
and at more ettjectually severing the link between 
it and heathenism' (Julicher). [For the circum- 
stances cf. Lightfoot, Biblical Essays, vi., vii. ; 
Ramsay, St. Paul the Traveller, ix-xi ; Spitta, Zur 
Gesch. und Litt. des U rchristenthums, L pp. 1 1 1-154 ; 
Zahn, Einleitung, pp. 145-160.] 

iii. Analysis. — After a salutation, entirely free 
from all official titles or allusions to controversy, 
written as from friends to friends, as by men who 
are still anxious not iv Bapei «I»at us Xpurrov irixr- 
toXoi (cf . 2 s ), the writers give thanks for the spiritual 
state of the Thessalonians, reviewing their personal 
relations with them in the past, both at Thessa- 
lonica (I*-2 W ) and at Athens (2"-3*), their feelings 
in the present on the receipt of the news from 
Timothy (&-"), and their hopes for the future 
(8 it-»). 

The didactic part deals with questions of per- 
sonal morality (4'' w ), with teaching about the uead 
(vv. u-18 ), and the need of watchfulness (5 1 "") ; 
ending with regulations for the community - life 

(w. u i. 

A. Perianal (l2-3>»). 

Gratitude for their spiritual virtues is based upon the convic- 
tion which the writers felt (». - 3»tw ) of the election of their con- 
verts by Ood (1* «) ; and this is proved (i.) by the effectiveness 
and assurance of their first preaching, and by the results in the 
lives of the Thessa.onians (vv>«) ; (u\) by the reports of others, 
who bear witness both to the success of their preaching (rv< 
and the reality of the conversion of the Thessalonians (vv>i<>) : 
(iii.) by the knowledge of the Thessalonians themselves (tm 
ykp til an), who can bear witness to the boldness of their 
preaching, to the purity of their motives, to their tenderness, 
and the absence of all self-assertion, to the example of self- 
sacrifice, to their fatherly entreaties (2 l ls ). This preaching 
produced the true results in the lives of the converts ; they 
had been bold to endure persecution— as the Churches in Ju<i«a 
had from the Jews, the determined opponents of the gospel 
(w.l*-l»). Consequently, when obliged to leave Thessalomca, 
they had longed to return ; Paul himself had twice planned a 
visit, but had been prevented ; and so at last Paul and Silas had 
sent Timothy. Paul himself had sent yet a second iwww 
to comfort and strengthen them and to reassure himself (3 l J >. 
The news that Timothy has brought is like a new gospel, a new 
life to them, making them thank Cod and desire to revisit and 
to complete such faith (vv>10). So they pray that God will 
make a visit possible, and meanwhile increase the love of the 
Thessalonians (w.n-is). 

B. Ethical. Guidance tor the future (41 -5«). 

Thev must press forward in the spiritual life ; they must be 
specially on their guard against all forms of impurity, for God 
specially punishes that sin, and it is inconsistent with the Chris- 
tian calling and the gift of the Spirit (4> 8 ). They must increase 
their brotherly love, active as it already is (vv.»- 10) ; they must 
live an orderly, industrious life, that they may gain the respect 
of the heathen and be independent (Vv.H. 12). They need not be 
anxious about their dead friends : the union of Christians with 
the Risen Christ ensures their resurrection (w.i*"), and a 
special word of the Lord has revealed that the dead will meet 
the Lord, even before the living (vv. •*•»"). But they must not 
relax their vigilance, for the Ix>rd comes as a thief in the night, 
and thev must watch and be sober, ready to gain the salvation 
which He will bring (5> »). 

Finally, the community-life is regulated ; the members of the 
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Church v. 12 ) are to pay due honour to those in authority, 

and they (i/tit, v. 14 ) ore to keep discipline and be long-suffering. 
Joy, prayers, and thanksgiving are to be constant ; and spiritual 
utterances are not to be discouraged but tested (vv.»«»> 

The Epistle ends with a prayer to the Ood o! peace for their 
complete preservation ; with a request for their prayers ; a com- 
mand to greet one anoiher with the holy kiss ; a solemn charge 

SPaul himself that the Epistle be read to all the members of 
e Church, and a simple benediction (w .»**). 

iv. Value.— The value of the Epistle is two- 
fold : it represents most closely St. Paul's preach- 
ing to the heathen world, and therefore is to be 
compared with the speeches at Lystra and at 
Athens (cf. Sabatier, L'ApCtre Paul*, pp. 86-101) ; 
St. Paul's antagonists were Jews defending na- 
tional prejudices ; Judaizing Christians are perhaps 
alluded to in 2*, but quite incidentally : and also 
it is not only the earliest of St. Paul's Epistles, 
but possibly the earliest extant specimen of Chris- 
tian literature. 

It shows us St. Paul as the missionary, in the 
absence of any special controversy ; as the consoler 
and the prophet. We see his self-denial for the 
sake of others (2 s 8 ; cf. 1 Co 9-11); his intense 
sympathy with his converts and dependence on 
their sympathy (2 7 - »■ 17 3 9 -' ) ; his power of self- 
adaptation (2 7 yrpriot iyer/flrtnep ; cf. 1 Co 9 30 ) ; his 
sensitiveness to the opinions of others ; his asser- 
tion of the purity of his own motives (2 1 * 8 ) ; his 
appeal to his own conduct as an example (l e ) ; his 
insistence on spiritual progress, based upon a hearty 
recognition of the good already achieved ( l 8 4 K 10 a 11 ); 
his indignation with those who thwart God's work 
(2 W 4") ; his sense of union with Christ (4 1 ) ; his 
prayerfulness (I s 3»- u JP) ; his gratefulness (l a 3 9 ). 
This is exactly the character which reappears, in- 
tensified by controversy, in 2 Corinthians. 

The witness to the organization and faith of the 
Church is equally interesting. The local Church 
forms one congregation (I 1 ). The only official title 
that occurs is irdaroXot, which is apparently used 
to include Silvanus and Timothy as well as St. 
Paul ; these apostles hold a position of superiority {it> 
pd»ti{*) 2"), including the right to be maintained 
there as in other Churches (2") ; they speak gener- 
ally in a tone of entreaty (4 1U 5 ,J - '*) ; once St. Paul, 
separating himself from the others, uses the lan- 
guage of solemn authority (5 s7 ). But, under the 
apostles, there are already officers who preside — 
probably both for discipline and for worship (5 18 " 88 ). 
There are meetings with the holy kiss, the symbol 
of brotherhood (5*), and with prophetic utterances 
(5 ,B * ") ; probably at such a meeting the letter would 
be read (5*). There is a link of sympathy and 
charity between them and other Churches (l 8 2" 
4 10 ). 

The faith of the Church is directed to God (l 8 ), 
a God of life and truth (1*) and judgment ; a Father, 
who has called them and marked them out for sal- 
vation (4 7 5 V ). Christ is thought of mainly in His 
future capacity as Judge. Christian life is a wait- 
ing for Him (I 10 ). Christians have to be always 
watchful (5 , u ) ; He may come at any moment, 
and will come to inflict punishment on sin, as well 
as to give joy to His followers (4* 2 1 ' ; tj xapovcla of 
Christ's coining, four times in 1 Thess., twice in 
2 Thess., once only elsewhere in St. Paul). But 
Christ is more than this : His death was the means 
of salvation in the past (5 9 ) ; He is now 6 Kipun, 6 
Kvpioi vp-Zv, the OT language about Jehovah being 
applied to Him (5-) ; He is God's Son (l'°) ; He is 
united with the Father as the mystic source of life 
both for the living and the dead (1» 2" 4 18 ). He 
is the object of prayer, working with the Father 
in bestowing earthly as well as spiritual blessings 
(3" Kartvetrat, u S 18 - «). The Holy Spirit is given 
to all Christians to enable them to conquer evil 
(4 a ) ; it gives them joy under persecution ( I s - *), and 
inspires the utterances of the prophets (5 19 ). This 



Epistle gives us the fullest division of hnman 
nature into spirit, soul, and body (5°). The pic- 
ture of the Christian life has all the freshness 
and glow of early days. It is true that it needs 
steadying and disciplining, but it is strong ami 
radiant. The converts welcome the good news ; 
they put it to active proof ; the message is handed 
on, as by a trumpet note, to others ; they imitate 
their teachers and become objects of imitation to 
others ; they are taught of God ; there is mutual 
affection and confidence between teachers and 
taught ; there is an atmosphere of love, of joy, 
of life ; they live ' en plein iour.' [For the 
theology cf. Weiss, Bibltcal theology, pt. iii. 
§ 1, cap. i. ; Lechlor, Apostolic and Post-Apostolic 
Times, pt. ii. § 2, cap. l. ; The Speaker's Commen- 
tary, iii. pp. 691-701]. 

Relation to the OT and to Christian literature.— 
The OT is never appealed to as authority or directly quoted ; 
but its history is referred to (2 1S ) and its language perhaps 
consciously adapted (2« 4 s - 8 - 8 -9 5 s - 22 ft)). There is a certain 
similarity of language between 418-17 and 2 Es 6**, but the 
thought there is different, the writer considering the Justice of 
God's dealing with different generations of men, and the 
language is not sufficiently similar to suggest literary depend- 
ence on either side ; it there is any, probably 2 Eadras is the 
later work. 

There is no reference to Christian literature, but it is possible 
that. _]>■ io point to the germ of some profession of faith in the 
Father and the Son made at Baptism (iWU* here only in 
St. Paul) ; it is possible again that 4"' (wifnyyix.iu iim m K. 
'UnZ) refers to the definite enactments of Ac IS - -*, and that 4" is 
a semi-quotation from a creed. There seems a reminiscence 
of St. Stephen's speech (Ac 7 M ) in 2 l » ; and of our Lord's eschsto- 
logical discourse in 8" (Mt 2332-38) 416-17 (Mt 24J1.37.") 6* » 
(Mt 24«J) 5» (Lk 21*. Mt 24») ; but the majority of these are too 
much the common language of all Apocalypses to allow us to 
build on them with certainty. 

A comparison of 84 with Ac 1423 2 Ti 3" suggests a seml- 

S .rotation of our Lord's words, e.g. Mt 24*, Jn 16**, out a sugges- 
on that there is a reminiscence of our Lord's sayings recorded 
in Jn e»» in 1» and of Jn 173 in i» (p. Ewald, lku HauptprobUm 
dtr Evanaelim-Frage, pp. 85, 93) is more doubtful. 

In 4 1S ir iiyv KvpUv £9 a possible quotation of some saying 
unrecorded in the Gospel (cf. Zahn, p. 159); and 6>&, which is 
often found combined with the aaraphon yi*ur9t Suuu* r/»- 
tiJit«<, is perhaps another (cf. Reach, Agrapha, p. 11«). All 
these cases point rather to aa oral tradition than to written 
documents. 

v. Authenticity. — The authenticity is now 
generally admitted, though there are still oppon- 
ents (cf. Holtzmann, Einl* p. 237). The external 
evidence outside the NT is less strong than for 
some Epistles, as this Epistle did not lend itself 
readily to quotation ; but it was included in Mar- 
cion's canon (circ. 140), and that implied some 
previous Catholic collection. The language of 
2 I6b (I<p6aae . . '. tAos) is found in exactly the 
same form in the Test. XII Patr. (Levi, ch. 6 ; but 
see below). There are possible reminiscences of 
4 1 *-" in DidacM xvi. 6 ; and of I 8 and 4 3 in Clem. 
Rom. ch. 42 (but not of 5* in Clem. 38, where the 
thought is different). But the strongest support 
is given by 2 Thess., which, whatever its date, 
implies the existence and the recognition of the 
Pauline authorship of our Epistle. No doubt of 
its authenticity was raised before the 19th century. 

The internal evidence equally supports the genu- 
ineness, in spite of a few difficulties. The objec- 
tion that the Epistle implies a longer lapse of 
time than a few weeks is met by the consideration 
that the Acts will permit of an interval of nearly 
a year between the foundation of the Church and 
the writing of the letter. The difficulties of recon- 
ciliation with the Acts about the movements of 
Silas and Timothy and the persecution by heathen 
have been discussed above. As far as they are 
difficulties, they affect the historical character of 
the Acts rather than of 1 Thessalonians. 

A few other objections deserve notice. It is urged that St. 
Paul's eager defence of his motives (2'-*), and incidentally of 
his apostolic rights (2»), implies a later stage in his life, when 
Jewish Christians had attacked his apostlcship. But such 
depreciation of his motives would be natural to Jews longing 
to thwart him (cf. 2 1 **), or to heathen, indignant at the con- 
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version of their friends. Hie incidents of Ac 15, and probably 
of Oal 2 11 , lav behind him, and would account for the incidental 
allusion in 2* ; while, even apart from any attack of opponents, 
he might think it well to contrast his motives with those of 
other teachers with whom he might be confused— such as Jewish 
impostors like Elymas (Ac 13 1( > w\i,p*t wurrit iiktv), heathen 
rhetoricians or sophists, taking pay for their teaching (t*m»- 
■{<«) ; or, again, he may have desired to dissociate himself from 
the impure teaching (i£ iMm6*pri*c) of the priests of the Cabeiri 
(Lightfoot, Biblical Euayn, p. 267). 

Again, 2 isb has been interpreted as implying the previous 
destruction of Jerusalem. If this were so, it would be more 
rational to btrike out the last sentence as the interpolation of 
a scribe pointing out the fulfilment of St. Paul's words ; but the 
words do not necessarily mean more than that ' sentence has 
been pronounced upon them ; the wrath of God is gone forth ; 
the kingdom of God passed from them when they rejected the 
Messiah'; they are parallel to the thought of 1 Co 2*-*, Ro 
11)» », and Ac 13* It* ; and the use of the phrase in the Test. 
XII Pair, perhaps shows that it was a half-stereotyped Rab- 
binical formula for declaring God's judgment. Moreover, the 
present participles iftrxctrtit, jmAi/«»tu>, and the phrase us ri 
mmwktfirm are inconsistent with the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Once more, 4" offers an apparent inconsistency with 2 Co 5* ; 
but a change of expectation on such a point would not be un- 
natural, and a careful comparison of 6 18 with 2 Co 51° will show 
that there is no real antithesis. 

Lastly, the solemn command of ff may have been due to the 
presence of disorderliness and dissension (51*- •*), and would be 
natural, even without such a supposition (cf. Col 4'«). 

The objections, then, can be fairly met, while 
on the other hand the style, the character of the 
writer, the many points of contact with 2 Cor., the 
simplicity and directness of the thought, the primi- 
tive stage of Church organization, the state of the 
spiritual gifts, the question about the dead which 
must have arisen very early in any Church, the 
absence of any motive for forgery, the apparent 
discrepancies with the Acts, the improbability that 
a later forcer would put language in St. Paul's 
mouth which at least seems to imply that he ex- 
pected the Parousia in his lifetime, — all these 
carry conviction of its genuineness. The argu- 
ments on both sides are well stated in Holtz- 
mann [I.e.), and the genuineness well defended by 
Jowett, Weizsacker [Das Apostol. Zeitalter, p. 
250), Jiilicher (Einl.* pp. 41-45), and most fully 
by von Soden (SK, 1885), and Bornemann, § 5. 

vi. INTEGRITY. —The integrity of the Epistle 
has been questioned both on a large and on a 
small scale. 

(1) Pierson and Naber (Verisimilia, Amsterdam, 
1880) treat it as a composition of two authors. 
The first was a pre-Christian Jewish writer, writ- 
ing a hortatory address to Gentiles before the first 
coming of the Messiah to foretell His advent, and 
to exhort them to live a life of Jewish morality. 
The second was a Christian bishop, whose date 
is not given, named Paul, who inserted into the 
Jewish treatise a few Christian phrases and a 
justification of his own motives and preaching. 
This analysis is based upon the variety of tone, — 
now that of an authoritative prophet, now that 
of a humble pastor — the want of close sequence of 
thought between the paragraphs, and the difference 
in the usage of particular words [yntpa, yprryoptiv), 
and the scantiness of specially Christian teaching. 
But the criticism is pedantic, and often inconsist- 
ent with itself in details : it requires from a letter 
the exact structure of a scientific treatise, and 
allows no play to varieties of mood and thought 
within one writer's mind. 

(2) A list of suggestions of interpolations on a 
smaller scale will be found in Clemen, Die Ein- 
heitlichkeit der Paul. Brwfe (Gottingen, 1894). The 
most important affect 2 ,e - 18 and 5- 17 . The objection 
to 2 15, 18 as a whole is groundless, the attack on 
the Jews being as natural to St. Paul as it had 
been to St. Peter or St. Stephen (Ac 2 23 3" 7 9J ) : 
but v. ,e ° tfOcure . . . rfkot might be an editorial 
comment added after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
to point out the fulfilment of St. Paul's words (e/s 
r6 ivaxXTjpuaat) ; yet, as we have seen, they are 
quite natural in St. Paul's own mouth at the time. 



S* 7 might also be a later addition, emphasizing 
the importance of the Epistle ; but there, too, a 
natural reason for the words is to be found in the 
circumstances of the moment (cf. Schmiedel, 
Hdcom. ad loc. ; Mottatt, Histor. NT, p. 625). 

The chief questions of textual criticism affect 
the reading in 2 7 (see Westcott-Hort, NT, ii. App. 
p. 128) * 11 3* 4'- 8 5 s - [ib. p. 144) \ 

Literature. — Of ancient commentators, Chrysostom, though 
discursive, is excellent in entering into the writer's point of 
view ; and the moral homilies— e.g. those on friendship (1 Th 2s). 
on the fear of hell (1 Th 4", 2 Th 18), on intercession (2 Th S«>— 
are very spiritual and pointed. Theodore of Mopsuestia (arc. 
415 A.D.) has, more of the modem exegetical instinct, and ex- 
plains the exact meaning and the historical and practical refer- 
ences well, but at times forces the language to suit bis own 
views. Theodoret, while dependent on these two, shows inde- 
pendence of Judgment. His notes are clear and sensible, and 
he is especially careful to draw out the dogmatic inferences of 
the Epistle. 

Of modern writers, Jowett, A. J. Mason (Ellicott's Comm. for 
Enylith Beadert), Bishop Alexander (Speaker* Comm.), and 
J. Denney (Erptuntor'i Bible) are most interesting on Introduc- 
tion and doctrinal teaching. More careful exegesis will be 
found in EHicott, Alford, Kindlay (Cambr. Bible /or School»\ 
Lightfoot (Sot ei on Epistle$ of St. Paul, 1885), P. W. Schmiedel 
in the Hdcom. z. AT, and, most completely of all, in Bornemann- 
Meyer*. Useful notes on 2 s and 5* will be found in Reld, 
Hotel on Trane. of A'T (OA' 2); and on 2*-» by K. Zimmer in 
'Theologische HtuJien D. B. Weiss dargebracht' (Gottingen, 
1897); Askwith, Introd. to Thtu. Epp. (1902). 

W Lock 

THESSALONIANS, SECOND EPISTLE TO 
THE.— 

i. Date and Circumstances. 

ii. Analysis. 

iii. Literary Dependence. 

iv. Authorship. 

v. Integrity. 

vi. Value. 

Literature. 

i. Date and Circumstances. — The genuine- 
ness of this Epistle is more contested than that of 
any other attributed to St. Paul, except the Pas- 
torals. If it is not genuine, the exact date and 
circumstances are merely a literary setting, of 
little historical value. Yet, even so, a definite 
situation was in the writer's mind and must be 
examined. 

The following points fix that situation. Appar- 
ently the temple is still standing (2*), i.e. the date 
is before A.D. 70. Further, Paul, Silvan us, and 
Timothy, after having founded the Church at 
Thessalonica (2 s 3 1 " 10 ) and written a letter, probably 
1 Thess., to it (2 U and perh. 2 s 3 14 ), are still working 
together (l 1 ) in some place where they are thwarted 
by perverse and malicious men (3*), and where there 
are other churches in the neighbourhood (I 4 ). This 
will suit exactly the time of Ac 18*-" (cf. 2 Co 1' 
with l 4 ) ; late in the stay at Corinth, but probably 
before the appeal to Gallio had stopped the Jewish 

fiersecution. At this time news about the Thessa- 
onian Church reached them at Corinth (3" d«ov- 
opey) ; perhaps brought by the messenger implied 
in 1 Th 3 8 , perhaps by the bearer of 1 Thess. on 
his return, perhaps by some chance passer-by. They 
were still exposed to persecution, and were still 
bravely enduring it ; but there were tendencies to 
disorder and insubordination ; idlers were presum- 
ing on the charity of their neighbours ; and there 
was a tendency to excitement caused by an expec- 
tation of the speedy setting-in of 1 the day of the 
Lord ' ; spiritual utterances, not duly tested ( 1 Th 
5 J0 a3 ), increased the expectation ; sayings of Paul, 
Silvanus, and Timothy were exaggerated to coun- 
tenance it ; possibly a forged letter in their name 
was circulated, or (more likely) the language of 
1 Th 4. 5 was distorted in the same interest (2 s ). 
The three teachers feel that their converts must be 
praised and comforted, yet stimulated and steadied. 
They write a common letter— always in the plural, 
except that once one of them, probably Paul, in- 
tervenes with a special appeal to his own teaching 
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(2 s ), and Paul confirms the whole with his auto- 
graph at the end (3"). 

ii. Analysis.— 

V- 8 Greeting. 

A. Gratitude for their spiritual Hate, especially lor their 

loyal endurance under persecution (* *\ 
Strengthening of them by the thought of 

(1) the justice of God (6) ; 

(2) the special manifestation of that justice, which 
will accompany the Appearance of the Lord 
Jesus («-'<>). 

Prayer to God to complete their Christian life, that 
Christ may be glorified in them on ' that day '(»• 12). 

B. Fuller teacHing about that day. 

Warning against being misled into thinking it immedi- 
ately at hand (2 1 - '-), and a reminder of haul's past 
teaching ( s ), which implied (a) a mystery of lawless- 
ness and of error already at work ; (b) a restraining 
power or person ; (e) a removal of that restraint at 
some future date ; (d) a great apostasy ; (/) the 
appearance of the man of sin ; (/) the appearance of 
the Lord destroying the man of sin and all who have 
been deceived by him (»• «■ <"2). 

Thanksgiving to God that He saved them from this 
doom (is- w). 

Exhortation to abide loyally by their past teaching 

Prayer to God to comfort and to steady them "). 
O. Hewlett for their intereeuion (3 1 *). Assurance of 
God's faithfulness (•"•), and of their teacher's faith in 
them («). 

Prayer to God to give them love and patience ( 5 ). 
D. Regulation of their community-life. 

They are to shun all disorderly brethren O ; for such 
disorder is contrary to the example which their 
teachers had set C 7 *), and their repeated command 
f">). Such brethren must earn their own bread 
(11.12). The rest must be forbearing, but yet break off 
intercourse with any one who persist* in disobeying 
this written command (>»- ]6 ). 

Praver to the God of peace to give peace to them all 
(*> 

Autograph salutation in Paul's own handwriting QT). 
Benediction (18). 

iii. Literary Dependence. — (1) The Epistle 

fresupposes the existence of 1 Thessalonians. For 
[ 2 19 explains itself readily hy reference to I 4 1 ' 8 
51-10 . n 3* to I 4 11 ; II 3", perhaps, hut less prob- 
ably, to I 4 ,0 " w ; and II 2* may imply a misunder- 
standing of I 4 17 5 a - 3 . Further, there is a remark- 
able similarity of structure, e.g., in the form of 
greeting (I 1', II I 1 *"), of thanksgiving (I l a , II I s ), 
of prayers (I 3" &», II 2" 3 18 ), of transition (I 4', 
II 3'). And this extends to many verbal points, 
as will be seen by a comparison of the following 
places : — 



Il» within*. 
II* with II 2". 
1 1« with II 1*. 
I 18- » with II 1«. 
I 2<W with II 3». 



I 212 with II 1». 
I 32 with II 21". 
I41.10 fill with im 
I 6» with II 2". 
I6i«-l» with II 31S. 



The writer of 2 Thess. must have lately written 
1 Thess., or have known it as a piece of literature. 

(2) Previous apocalyptic teaching is also pre- 
supiiosed. No one passage of the OT is appealed 
to, but the apocalyptic descriptions l 8 " 10 2 iM;4 weave 
together phrases from Is 2 w l9 - n 11* [found in a 
similar context in Ps-Sol 17"- "] 49 s 66 s - u , Jer 10 a , 
Ezk 28 s , and Dn ll 38 . There are also striking re- 
semblances between the language here and that 
of our Lord's eschatological discourse ; cf. I 9 with 
Mt 25 s, -« ; 2 1 with Mt 24 31 (iinawiioixTip) ; 2 s with 
Mt 24 8 (OpodaBat, here and Mk 13 7 only in NT) ; 
2 s with Mt 24" ; 2* with Mt 24 ,s («V t6t V &yl V ), 
Mk 13" (itmjKbra 6vov oi 6ei) ; 2* with Mt 24 ,a 
(dvo/da) ; 2" with Mt 24 M . Such similarities may 
be due to the fact that each draws independently 
from the common stock of apocalyptic imagery, 
and they do not prove a literary dependence on 
any written Gospel, but they make probable a 
knowledge of some oral tradition of that dis- 
course. 

(3) A knowledge of other Gospel sayings may 
lie behind l» = Mt 5 10 , 3 s = Mt 6». The command 
in 3 10 is a quotation of a Rabbinical saying, but 
possibly it nod been already used by our Lord 



Himself, and may have been taken by St. Paul 
from Him (cf. liesch, Agraphia, pp. 128 and 240). 

iv. Authorship. — Church tradition universally 
ascribed the Epistle to St. Paul. It is directly 
attributed to him by Polycarp (c. xi.), who quotes 
l 4 , though by mistake he quotes it as addressed to 
the Philippians. Reminiscences of the apocalyptic 
language may underlie Justin Martyr, Dial, xxxii. 
ex. ; Dutaehe, c. 16 ; and more prob. Ep. Vienne and 
Lyons, ap. Eus. v. 1 {Mo-x^tp A ivriK*l\Ltvo%, rpooi- 
tua(6ftt»oi Ijdrf t^i» pdWovo-av (aeaOai irapowfav avrov 
... . Xpurrbt . . . •coTapY«»' top imKtliKPW . . . ol 
viol T»j« airuXcCas), but in no case can the reference 
be called undoubted. Marcion included the Epistle 
in his Canon as Pauline, and so did the Latin and 
Syriac translators. 

The internal evidence on the whole supports this 
view. The general structure of the Epistle, the 
style and phraseology, the affectionate tone, the 
frequent intercession for the readers, the request for 
their prayers, the appeal to his own teaching and 
example, the sharp insistence on his own authority 
in a matter of discipline, are all characteristic of 
St. Paul. But two main objections are raised. 

(a) The relation of the style to that of 1 Thessa- 
lonians. In spite of the points of likeness (see above), 
there is a difference ; the tone is more official (tift. 
6<btl\ofiev), the feeling less vivid, the sentences more 
involved, the same things are being said, but said 
with leas point and directness ; they suggest a 
second person adapting Pauline thought (Spitta, 
pp. 116-119). But the variety seems equally ex- 
plicable as that of one writer writing after a'short 
lapse of time, and in a different mood. A compari- 
son of the style of 2 Timothy with 1 Timothy, of 
Colossians with Ephesinns, of 2 Co 11 with 1 Co 9, 
will show very similar variety. 

(b) The eschatology is said to be un-Pauline. 
It is true that no such detailed anticipations are 
to be found elsewhere in St. Paul (but 2 Co 6 1S tIs 
ffv/idnLprjo-is XpiffTou xpdi BeXiap may refer to the Anti- 
christ tradition). But such teaching was naturally 
esoteric ; and, even here, the writer seems inten- 
tionally to avoid being explicit, through fear, 
perhaps, of giving the Roman authorities a handle 
against himself or his converts (cf. the reticence 
ot Jos. Ant. X. x. 4, about the interpretation of 
Daniel's prophecies). Further, some such teaching 
was common among the Jews, so that St. Paul 
•would have inherited it ; and, lastly, it is almost 
universal in Christian writers (Synoptists, John 
[5°], James, 1. 2 John, Apoc.), so that the proba- 
bility is in favour of St. Paul having shared the 
expectation in some form. 

But is the form implied here Pauline ? This again 
is difficult to answer, because of the difficulty of 
deciding what the writer was pointing to. There 
lay behind him in the history of the doctrine the 
following stages. (1) A common Oriental myth of 
a struggle between the power of evil, represented 
by a dragon (Bab. Tiamat) and the Creator of the 
world (Marduk), in which the dragon had been 
bound, but would revive for another conflict with 
God before the end of the world (see articles 
Rah ad, Sea Monster, and Revelation). The 
connexion of this with the following is only a 
conjecture, but a very possible conjecture. (2) A 
Jewish expectation, springing up during the Exile, 
of an attack upon Israel by foes led by some human 
leader or (later) by Satan or Beliar. which would be 
frustrated either by J" or the Messiah. Such a 
victory is described in Ezk 38. Something similar 
recurs in the prophecies of Daniel (7. 8 and 1 1 ) about 
the conflict with Antiochus Epiphanes. The ex- 
pectation did not cease with the death of Antiochus ; 
it was applied to the thought of deliverance from 
the Roman empire in 2 Es 5', Ps-Sol 17, Orac. Sib. 
iii. 60, Apoc. Baruch, c. 40, Asc. Is. c. 4 (cf. Man 
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OF SlN). (3) This anticipation had become Chris- 
tian. Our Lord had contemplated a leader ' coming 
in his own name ' ( Jn 5 3 ) and demanding allegiance ; 
some person, ' the abomination of desolation, stand- 
ing in the holy place (icrrjKdTa) ' ; many false pro- 
phets, a growth of lawlessness, a destruction of 
Jerusalem, and a coming of the Son of Man (Mt 
24, Mk 13, Lk 21). Similar teaching had been given 
r.t Thessalonica by the writer frequently (fkeyor, 2"), 
hut it was shared by his fellow-teachers (ipur&new 
. . . in Si T}fj£>v, 2'- s ), and the phrases 17 ixoaraffla, 6 
&vdpwxo%, 6 irrtKflfieyot, & xar/xwr are quoted without 
explanation as from a well-known body of teaching. 
(4) A new point had probably been given to the 
expectation among the Jews in a.d/39 or 40, by 
the attempt of Caligula, frustrated only by his 
death, to erect his own statue in the temple of 
Jerusalem (Jos. Ant. xvill. viii. ; Tac. Hist. v. 9). 
This would help to explain the language of 2\ and 
Spitta suggests that St. Paul and his colleagues 
had adapted a Jewish form of the apocalyptic 
teaching written in view of Caligula's attempt ; but 
there is no necessity for such a suggestion, interest- 
ing and possible as it is. 

This history of the doctrine helps us to define 
the probable application which is .implied in this 
teaching. -It is not indeed necessary to suppose 
in St. Paul's mind any clear identification with a 
definite person or a definite time ; yet the language 
is more natural on such a supposition, and the in- 
terpretation will come in one of two directions. 

(a) Probably the opposition comes from Jewish 
soil, rd ixvari)piov rrjs avofilat is the opposition of 
the Jews to the spread of Christianity (cf. 3 ,,a , 
1 Th 2", Ac 18* and passim) ; the Mpyeta r\&v7)t 
is the blinding of the eyes of the Jews to the 
gospel ( Ac 13"*", 1 Co 2 s , 2 Co 3'\ Ro ll 25 ); rd 
KtkTixo* is the Roman empire controlling the Jews 
'assidue tumultuantes ' (cf. Ac 18') and preventing 
their illegal attacks on the Christians ; 6 Karixup, 
the Roman emperor, or perhaps on the analogy of 
Dn lO 13 -*" some archangel who presides over the 
order of the empire (so Goebel, ad loc.); t) iro- 
anuria is the final rejection by the Jews of their 
Messiah, or possibly some Christian apostasy such 
as is contemplated in He 10 3sff- ; 6 AvOpuxos riji 
apapriat is some false Messiah, expected to lead 
the Jews in a final rising against the Roman 
empire ; and his destruction lies in the overthrow 
of the Jewish polity and the salvation and estab- 
lishment of the Christian Church. This interpreta- 
tion is most in accord with the Synoptists and with 
the subsequent Church tradition, as well as with 
St. Paul's own circumstances at the moment. 

(j3) The opposite view has been frequently main- 
tained of late, which sees the explanation in heathen 
opposition and especially in the worship of the 
Caesars. The lawlessness and deceit will then be 
that of heathen wickedness and error; the restrain- 
ing power, the antagonism of the Jewish State 
(Wartield), or the imperial authority (Jiilicher) ; 
the man of sin, the emperor or some heathen per- 
sonification of evil proclaiming himself as God ; the 
apostasy, that of the Jews, or, as on the former 
theory, of some Christians ; and the coming of the 
Son of Man will be the ultimate annihilation of 
Cxsarism and the establishment of Christianity 
as the religion of the world. This view would be 
more in accordance with the past history of the appli- 
cation to Antiochus Epiphanes, with the attempt 
of Caligula, and with the reference to Nero in the 
Apocalypse; but it seems less in accord with St. 
Paul's own circumstances at the time. 

Kit her of these views gives a setting possibly 
Pauline ; the language, no doubt, is indefinite ; it 
is capable of being applied to the theory of a Nero 
reditrivus (c. 69 A.D. ), or to some Gnostic opposition 
to Christianity in the 2nd cent. ; but none of the 



language requires such an interpretation. Nor, 
again, is this view fatally inconsistent with St. 
Paul's expectation elsewhere. 1 Th 5 1 '* certainly 
foretells a sudden surprising appearance of the 
day of the Lord ; but that is consistent with a 
previous preparation of events, the length of which 
is left, as here, wholly indefinite. Ro ll* 8 also 
implies a hope that 'all Israel will be saved,' 
which seems scarcely consistent with a great 
Jewish antagonism ; but the language cannot be 
rigidly pressed ; the failure of a Jewish false 
Messiah might be a stage in the conversion of 
the Jewish nation ; and it is possible that St. 
Paul's expectation on this point may have changed. 
Again, 1 Ti 4 1 , 2 Ti 3* point to an expectation of an 
apostasy within the Christian Church ; but that 
would not be inconsistent with the view main- 
tained here. 

Recent investigations have emphasized the 
strength of the tradition both Jewish and Chris- 
tian ; but they have also shown the versatility 
of its application ; it is applied to the danger 
which threatens the truth at any moment. Daniel 
gives it a heathen application to Antiochus Epi- 

fhanes ; the writer of the Psalms of Solomon to 
ompey ; St. Paul, thwarted by Jews, applies it 
to them ; St. John sees many Antichrists in 
teachers untrue to Christianity ; the writer of 
the Apocalypse, when the Roman empire had 
become a persecuting power, applies it to the 
Roman emperor; the writers of the Ep. of the 
Churches of Vienne and Lyons see in the persecn- 
tion there an anticipation of the final conflict : ' he 
that opposeth ' swoops down upon the Christians ; 
Christ in the martyrs ' brings to naught ' him who 
opposeth ; the apostate Christians are ' the sons of 
perdition.' This application is all the more inter- 
esting that it is incidental, and the passage is 
not quoted. Consequently there may be many 
applications and many fulfilments yet in the 
future, as long as the cleavage between faith and 
unfaith, error and truth, remain. [Cf. Man of Sin, 
vol. iii. p. 226 ; Paul, vol. iii. p. 709 ; Bousset, Der 
Antichrist (Gottingen, 1895, Eng. tr. 1896); in 
Encyc. Bibl. s.v. ; Thackeray, The Relation of St. 
Paul to Contemporary Jeunsh Thought, pp. 136- 
141 ; Stanton, Jewish and Christian Messiah, iii. 
c. 2 ; R. H. Charles, Eschatology K p. 380 It*., and art. 
•Apocalyptic Literature' in Encyc. Bibl. ; Schiirer, 
HJPll. ii. 154 f. ; B. B. Warfield in Expositor, 1886, 
ii. pp. 30-44 ; G. G. Findlay, ib. 1900, ii. pp. 251- 
261]. 

There is, then, no reason for denying the author- 
ship to St. Paul. Spitta in a valuable examination 
of the Ep. (Zur Gesch. undLitt. des Urchristcntums, 
i. pp. 111-154) suggests Timothy as the real author, 
supposing that St. Paul, instead of dictating as 
usual, left Timothy to compose it, and that 
Timothy is referring in 2 s to his own separate 
teaching at his last visit to them ; St. Paul then 
adds a general authentication in 3 17 . In this way 
he attempts to explain the difference of style be- 
tween 1 Thess. and this Ep., and the difference of 
the eschatological view. But these differences are 
not so great as to call for such an explanation; 
further, St. Paul would not authenticate a letter 
which contained any substantial difference from 
his own teaching ; «the Thessalonians would natur- 
ally refer fXcyo* of 2* to the leading apostle whose 
name stands first (l 1 ) and who is named in 3 17 , the 
only other use of the singular; and 2 U * imply that 
the teaching of the one teacher (2 s ) was shared by 
all. If another author were needed, Silvanus seems 
a more natural suggestion, for he, as a prophet, 
might be the source of the prophetic passage ; but 
the theory creates more difficulties than it solves. 

Those who reject the Pauline authorship alto 
gether suppose that at some later date an expecta- 
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tion of the immediate coming of Christ arose and 
produced excitement and neglect of daily duties ; 
that some one in authority tried to meet the peril 
implied in the excitement by writing a letter which 
described the stages that would precede that com- 
ing, and in order to gain weight for it composed 
it in the name of Paul, deliberately modelling it 
upon 1 Thes8., the Pauline Epistle which was 
most cognate in subject. Of the many suggested 
situations, that of Schmiedel seems the best, who 
would connect it with the expectation of a return 
of Nero, and so place it after Nero's death (June 
68), and before the destruction of the temple 
(August 70). It would then deal with the same 
circumstances as the Apocalypse (ch. 13). But 
there is no detail here, which connects ' him that 
opposeth ' clearly with Nero redivimu, and the 
very elaborateness of the theory is against its 
truth. 

v. Integrity.— -The difficulties of 2 , - ,a have natur- 
ally led to suggestions of interpolation. Pierson and 
Naber( Verisimilia, pp. 21-25) treat 1 6 - 10 2>- 12 3(except 
7-is. ie-i8) uar tg f a pre-Christian Jewish apo- 
calypse, worked up into a Christian form by some 
unknown bishop of the name of Paul (cf. preceding 
art.). Schmidt, S. Davidson, and others treat the 
main body as Pauline, with 2'"" as a late insertion 
of about 69; Hausrath treats 2*'™ as the only 
Pauline fragment worked up into an Epistle at a 
later date. But there is no MS support for any 
of these theories, and 2 1 " 12 cannot be separated 
from l 8 ' 10 , which latter section shows striking 
similarities with the Jewish expectations ; cf. esp. 
1" and 2" with Sib. Orac. iii. 67 f. of the coming of 
Be liar — 

JtXi.ii rl<w, Mi tr, fuptrmt tmXXii; ri <r*Mti,ru 
ittiftu. Until »iiw* Buy kiyn i,ri.n*vrmr 

(cf. Clemen, Die Einheitlichkeit der Paul. Brief e, 
pp. 17, 18 ; Moffatt, Historical NT, p. 626). 

vi. Value. — Short as the Epistle is, it is of 
great value, both doctrinal and historical. It 
marks the high position attributed from the first 
to Christ, the language of the OT about Jehovah 
being applied to Him (I 7 ), and He being ranked 
with the Father as the one source of comfort and 
strength (2" vapaKakicrai . . . <rrrtpl]-ai, each in 
the singular). It shows us the strength of the 
expectation of the Second Advent in the Early 
Church ; the deep sense of the struggle between 
good and evil, between truth and falsehood, its 
consummation in definite persons, and the final 
triumph of the good and true ; the faith in the 
ultimate justice of God to right the injustice of this 
world. It shows the method in which the apostle 
met the feverish impatience that would antedate 
the end : (a) laying stress on those elements in the 
traditional expectation which implied lapse of time 
and an overruling Providence which fixed the right 
moment for the coming (iv ri? airrov xatpy, cf. rs- 
Sol \T a eft rbv Kaipof flV oldat <rv, 6 0«6s) ; (6) insist- 
ing on the duty of each man earning his own 
livelihood and discouraging all cringing dependence 
on Church charity ; (<•) strengthening the bonds of 
discipline, pressing the authority of his own com- 
mands, and calling upon the Church to rise to the 
duty of keeping its ranks free of unworthy mem- 
bers ; 3 14 marks the commencement of Church 
discipline. It sanctions the tendency to read the 
signs of the times and to see the great struggle 
between good and evil working itself out in con- 
temporary events ; and even if we cannot for certain 
identify St. Paul's application, or even if it was 
not fulfilled exactly as he expected, yet as the 
great expectation had grown with centuries and 
was rooted in principles, so it remains still, claim- 
ing a more adequate fulfilment. For applications 



made in subsequent Christian times see Smith's 
DB, s.v. 'Anti-Christ.' 

Historically, the section 2 1 " 13 was of great im- 
portance ; for the identification of the Roman 
empire with 6 Kartx^' led to its being treated as 
the great protecting power, and so gave special 
point to the prayers tor it and for the emperor 
(cf. Tertullian, Apol. 32: ' est et alia major neces- 
sitas nobis orandi pro imperatoribus, etiam pro 
omni statu imperii rebusque Komanis, qui vim 
maximam universo orbi imminentem ipsamque 
clausulam sajculi acerbitates horrendas com in in - 
antem Romani imperii commeatu scimus retar- 
dari'). The language of 3 17 is also valuable, as 
indicating that St. Paul had a larger correspond- 
ence than we now possess, and probably hints at a 
danger of forged letters even at this early date. 

Literature. — See at end of preceding: article, and add 
Goebel, Die Theualonitehen Brie/e, a crisp, terse, sensible com- 
mentary. The authorship is best discussed, as against St. Paul, 
by Spitta (see above), Scnniiedel, Hdcoin. pp. 7-11 : as for St. 
Paul.-by Jiilieher, Einl.* pp. 45-51 ; Zahn. pp. 100-182 ; Moffatt, 
Historical NT, pp. 142-148 ; Bornemann in Meyer's Commentar 
mm NT. Interesting- suggestions for the emendation of the 
text (in 1'° 'mrr&Hn, V in dr. r,/**.) will be found in Westcott- 
Hort, ii. App. p. 128; Field, Notes on Tram, qf NT, p. 202. 

W. Lock. 

THESSALONICA (QeooakovlKt,), a city of Mace- 
donia, still known by that name under the but 
slightly altered form of Saloniki, has long held a 
prominent place in history, and still ranks, after 
Constantinople, as the most important town in 
European Turkey. It is situated on the inner- 
most bay, or north - eastern recess, of the larger 
gulf, which now takes its name from the modern 
town, but was known to the ancients' as the 
Thermaic Gulf, after an earlier town on the same 
site, called Therme. It is built in the form of an 
amphitheatre on the slopes at the head of the 
bay ; and it is seen from a great distance, crowned 
by its citadel above, and conspicuous by white- 
washed walls several miles in circuit. 1 The situa- 
tion,' says Tozer, ' recalls the appearance of Genoa 
from the way in which the houses rise from the 
water edge, and gradually ascend the hillsides to- 
wards the north. It is admirably placed for pur- 
poses of communication and trade, as it lies in the 
innermost bay of the winding gulf, and forms the 
natural point of transit for exports and imports; 
besides which it commands the resources of the 
immense plain, which reaches in a vast arc ns far 
as the foot of Olympus, and receives the waters of 
three important rivers, the Axius, the Lydias, and 
the Haliacmon ' {Gcog. o/Grsece, 1873, p. 204). It is 
said to have borne earlier the names of Emathia 
and Halia : certainly it bore that of Therme, by 
which it is known to Herod, las a halting-place of 
Xerxes on his way to Greece, vii. 121, 123, 124, 127, 
128, 183) and Thucvd. (i. 61, ii. 29), and which it 
probably owed to hot mineral springs (thermal), 
still existing in its vicinity. The name Thessa- 
lonica (as to the origin of which various conjectures 
are brought together by Tzetzes, Chil. xiii. 30511'.), 
which is first employed by Polybius (xxiii. 4, 4; 
11, 2; xxix. 3, 7), would appear to commemorate 
a victory over the Thessalians, of which nothing 
definite is known as to time, place, or victor 
(Philip?). It was most probably given to the city 
by Cassander (who rebuilt it about B.C. 315, and 
transferred to it the inhabitants of several small 
townships in the vicinity ; I Strain), vii. fr. 21) in 
honour of his wife of that name, who was daughter 
of Philip, and step-sister of Alexander. The place 
soon gained importance, becoming, on the conquest 
of Macedonia by the Romans, the capital of the 
second of its four divisions (Liv. xlv. 29), and, on 
the conversion of the country a few years later 
into a province, practically the capital of the 
whole, and residence of the Roman governor ; called 
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'the mother of all Macedonia' (Anthol. Gr. ed. 
Jacobs, ii. p. 98, Epig. 14), although the name 
' metropolis,' occurring on coins of the city, is of 
later date. The Romans had docks {naval ia) there 
(Liv. xliv. 10) ; the great Egnatian highway tra- 
versed the city from west to east, the remains of 
arches at either end of a long street still marking 
the site of its gates ; Cicero during his exile found 
friendly shelter there for seven months with 
Plancius the quaestor (Orat.pro Plane. 41 ; Ep. ad 
Att. iii. 8fl'.). In the first Civil war it supplied a 
basis of operations for Pompeius and the Senate 
(Dio Cass. xli. 20); in the second it espoused the 
cause of Antonius and Octavianus (Plut. Brut. 46 ; 
Appian, Bell. Civ. iv. 118), which brought to it 
apparently the privilege of becoming a free city 
(libera; conditions, Pliny, HN iv. 36), for there are 
several coins inscribed with the words 6EZ2A- 
AONIKEUN • EAET6EPIA2, probably to be associ- 
ated with the victory at Phihppi, from the reverse 
bearing the joint names of Antonius and Augustus. 
This privilege implied autonomy (hence the men- 
tion of rip drj/tov in Ac 17 5 ), and the appointment of 
their own magistrates, who were in this instance 
designated iroXtrdpxon, as is apparent from Ac 17 8 - 
where the term is rendered Rulers of the City 
(which see). Tafel, in his comprehensive monograph 
(De Thessal. einsqtie agro dissertatio geographiea, 
Berol. 1839), follows out the fortunes of the city as 
under the later Empire a main bulwark against the 
Gothic and Slavonic invasions (of which he enumer- 
ates six); and, during the Middle Ages, thrice 
captured, — by the Saracens in 904, by the Normans 
under Tancred in 1 185, and by the Turks in 1430. 
It has still a population of about 70,000, whereof 
20,000 are Jews. 

When St. Paul, along with Silas, visited Thessa- 
lonica on his mission to Macedonia and Greece, 
the .lows there, who were numerous and influential 
enough to have founded a synagogue, were his 
most active opponents. The discussions with them 
on three Sabbaths persuaded few Jewish hearers, 
but a much larger number ('a great multitude') 
of 'the devout Greeks' — i.e. proselytes — 'and of 
the chief women not a few' (Ac 17 4 ). But the 
Jews, who were not won over, called to their aid 
some worthless idlers of the market-place (dyopahi), 
excited a tumult, beset the house of Jason, and, 
not finding there those whom they sought, dragged 
Jason anu others before the politarchs, accusing 
them of having received disturbers of the workTs 
peace, and of contravening the imperial decrees by 
owning another king in Jesus. Upon this alarm, 
the politarchs took securities from the accused 
and dismissed them ; but the brethren at once 
sent away Paul and Silas by night toBeroia. The 
subsequent fortunes of the Church which their brief 
ministry had formed called forth from the apostle 
(courteously associating with himself Timothy as 
well as Sifvanus= Silas) the two Epistles to the 
Thessalonians. See preceding two articles. 

William P. Dickson. 

THEUDAS (QevSas ; the name is supposed to be 
a contraction of QeiSuoos). — In the speech of Gam- 
aliel contained in Ac 5?**' the speaker is represented 
as referring to the rebellion of a certain Theudas, 
who professed to be some one great: 400 men 
followed him ; but he was killed, and his following 
came to nothing. At a later date, Gamaliel goes 
on to say, Judas of Galilee arose at the time of the 
taxing, and his following too were scattered. In 
Josephus (Ant. XX. v. 1) we have an account of 
one Theudas. While Fadus was procurator, he tells 
us, a certain magician whose name was Theudas 
persuaded a preat part of the people to take their 
effects and follow him across the Jordan. He pre- 
tended he could divide the river by his power as a 
prophet. Fadus attacked him suddenly, cut off his 



head, and dispersed his followers. It is perfectly 
clear that if this Theudas be the same person as is 
mentioned in the Acts, the author of that book has 
been guilty of an anachronism. For he puts into 
the mouth of Gamaliel, who must have spoken 
before a.d. 37, a reference to a revolt which 
occurred about A.D. 45 or 46. This discrepancy 
is one of the chief difficulties in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and various suggestions have been made 
to account for it. 

1. Reference has already been made to the sug- 
gestion that the mistake arose through the blunder- 
ing use of Josephus (vol. i. p. 30). It is not necessary 
to add anything to what is said there, except that 
a careful reperusal of the passages does not tend to 
make the hypothesis more credible. 

2. Bishop Lightfoot (Smith's DB 1 i. 40) points 
out that Plieudas ( = Theodoras, Theodotus, or 
Theodorius) would be quite natural among the 
Jews as the Gr. equivalent to several Heb. names; 
and that Josephus (Ant. XVII. x. 8 ; BJ II. iv. 1) 
tells us of many disturbances which took place at 
this time without giving names. He also quotes 
an opinion of Wieseler's that Theudas may be the 
Gr. form of the name of Matthias, son of Marga- 
lothus, mentioned by Josephus (Ant. xvn. vL 2). 
But the identification is hardly probable. 

3. Blass (ad loc. ) seems to suggest that the name 
Theudas has been interpolated in the passage of 
Josephus from the Acts, because the Christians 
thought that the two passages illustrated one 
another. We have some reason for thinking that 
Josephus was interpolated by the Christians ; but 
in this instance it is hardly probable that anything 
of the sort was done. 

We do not know enough to explain the difficult}'. 
It is perfectly possible that the explanation of 
Lightfoot may be correct ; it is quite possible that 
the mistake of St. Luke may only be one of name, 
and it is very bad criticism to condemn an author 
for an apparent discrepancy when our knowledge 
of the circumstances is so limited. But, assuming 
that the Acts are incorrect, we may ask what this 
implies. It implies that, to a certain extent at any 
rate, the speech of Gamaliel was the author's com- 
position. This may mean only that he supplied 
one of the incidents which Gamaliel referred to, 
having from some source a general knowledge of 
the attitude of the speaker ; or it may mean that 
he took this manner of putting before his readers 
what he had reason to believe was a tendency of a 
section of the Jews. A. C. Ukadlam. 

THICKET.— See FOREST. 

THIGH ("Hi:, firip&i).— The girding of the sword 
upon the thigh is referred to in Ex 32* Jg 3" 
(Ehud girded his sword upon his right thigh, 
whence, being left-handed, he could most con- 
veniently draw it, v. 21 ), Ps 45 s , Ca 3 9 . Jacob's 
thigh was dislocated by his opponent in wrestling, 
so that next day he limped upon it, Gn [J]. 
In an editorial note this circumstance is assigned 
as the basis of the Jewish custom of declining to 
eat of 'the sinew that shrank,' v. 32 * 33 ). See art. 
Food, vol. ii. p. 39*. In the jealousy ordeal one 
of the effects looked for in the event of a wife's 
guilt was the falling away (Sbj) of her thigh, Nu 
5*i. a - 17 [P] ; see Dillm. ad loc. In the tcasf in 
praise of the Shulammite it is said, ' the roundings 
of thy thighs (T5T 'P^O) are 'ike jewels,' Ca 7 1 . 
Smiting upon the thigh appears in Jer 3l u and 
Ezk 21 12 as a token of consternation. For the 
phrase 'smite them hip upon thigh' (pte b&k to 
JTTVb). 8ee art. Hip. 

Special attention is due to a set of passages in 
which the thigh appears as the seat of procreative 
power. In Gn 46 2i , Ex l 8 [both P], Jg 8»° a man's 
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descendants are spoken of as proceeding from his 
thigh (TS •»*')• Cf. W. R. Smith, Kinship, 34, 
BS* 380. This throws light upon the placing of 
the hand under the thigh [ = the genital organ] in 
taking an oath, Gn 24 a - » 47* [all J]. The sacred- 
ness attributed to this organ in primitive times 
(see Holzinger or Gunkel on Gn 24 3 ) would give 
special solemnity to an oath of this kind. More- 
over, seeing that 1 it is from the thigh that one's 
descendants come, to take an oath with one's hand 
upon the thigh could be equivalent to calling 
upon these descendants to maintain an oath which 
has been taken, and to revenge one which has been 
broken' (Dillmann). 

It is not clear how we should understand Rev 
19" ' He hath on his mantle and on his thigh (i-rl 
rit Ifidnof xal ixl rbv fxt)p6v afrrov) a name written, 
King of kings and Lord of lords.' The ko.1 may be 
epexegeticaf, when the meaning would be that the 
'name is written on His mantle where this falls 
upon His thigh (so Diisterdieck, B. Weiss, Holtz- 
niann). Spitta suggests that nvpj* [this is its only 
occurrence in NT] may be the name of an article 
of uniform, perhaps the sword-belt. 

J. A. Selbie. 

THINK.— This verb is frequently used in A V in 
the sense of ' devise,' ' intend,' as Gn 50 30 ' But as 
for you, ye thought evil against me' (.!?"} Dmpq, 
LXX ijiovXevaaade els vovrjpd, ItV 'ye meant evil'); 
Ex 32" ' And the Lord repented of the evil which 
he thought to do unto his people' (rrib>?^ ~\vi "if*, 
R V ' which he said he would do ') ; Nu 24" * I 
thought to promote thee unto great honour' ('frji?*, 
LXX tiT* rip-faa at) ; Nch 6 $ ' It is reported . . . 
that thou and the Jews think to rebel ' (iV-ipV O'syn, 
LXX ivocrraTTjiTcu). So Jn ll* 3 Wye. 

•Fro that day thei thoughten [1688 Boughten] for 
to sle him ' ; Mandeville, Travels, 87, ' This Tartary 
is holden of the great Caan of Cathay, of whom I 
think to speak afterward.' 

To think on or upon is to remember, as Gn 40" 
' But think on me when it shall be well with thee' 
(s;j&)< 'jffijraN *p, LXX a\\a jwfyr&rjTl fiov 5ia treavrov, 
R V ' But have me in thy remembrance ') ; Nell 
5" * Think upon me, my God, for good, according 
to all that I have done ' ('V-ti;j, RV « Remember 
unto me, O my God, for good, all that I have 
done'); 6" ' Rly God, think thou upon Tobiah 
and Sanballat according to these their works ' (-"nri, 
LXX fwJiffOijTi, RV * Remember ') ; Jon I s , Sir 18* 
51 8 . So He 10 17 Wye. ' I schal no more thenke on 
the synnes and wickednessis of hem ' (oi) /tij lunja- 
O-Zpofiai, Vulg. non rccordabur). 

In Anglo-Saxon there were two distinct verbs, thenean to 
think, and thyncan to seem, the latter used impersonally. 
These verbs began to be confused very early, and in course of 
time were always spelt alike. In poetry we still use ' methinks,' 
where the pron. is in the dative, and the word means ' it seems 
to me.* In Rich. III. III. i. 63, the Quartos have 'Where 
it thinks best unto your royal self,' out the Folio reads 
* Where it think'st best,' probably from confusion between ' it 
thinks' (= it seems) and ' thin kit thou.' Knox in his History, 
p. 315, says, ' But to this houre I have thought, and yet thinks 
my selfe alone more able to sustaine the things affirmed in that 
my Work, than any ten in Europe shall be able to refute it,' 
where the ungramniatical ' I thinks' may be due to familiarity 
with the form ' methinks.' 

In A V we find the verb ' think ' = seem in ' me thinketh,' 
2 H 18" ' Me thinketh the running of the foremost is like the 
running of Ahimaaz.' Cf. On 413 Tind. 'And him thought 
that vii other kyne came up after them out of the ryver' ; Lv 
1438 • Me thinke that there is as it were a leprosy in the house ' ; 
Mandeville, Travels, 117, 'And them thinketh that the more 
pain, and the more tribulation that thoy Buffer for love of their 
god, the more Joy they shall have in Another world.' This is 
the verb that is used in the phrase 'think good,' Dn 4* 'I 
thought it pood to shew the signs ' (KV ' It hath seemed good 
unto me ') ; Zee ll la ' If ye think good, give me my price ' ; 1 Th 
3 1 ' We thought it good to be left at Athens alone ' (i£&**r,r<c/uj>). 

J. Hastings. 
THISBE (BX eta-fa, A Gi/Stj).— The place from 
which Tobit was carried away captive by the 
Assyrians (To 1*). Its position is described as 



being on the right hand (south) of Kedesh-naph- 
tali in Galilee above Asher. No trace of the name 
has yet been found. Some commentators maintain 
that Thisbe was the home of Elijah the Tishbite, 
but this is very doubtful. The LXX reading of 
I K 17 1 , which makes the prophet come from ' Tish- 
beh (or perh. Thisbon) of Gilead,' seems more likely 
to be correct. See Elijah in vol. i. p. 687*. 

C. W. Wilson. 
THISTLES, THORNS. — There is probably no 
country on earth of the same extent which has 
so many plants with prickles and thorns as the 
Holy Land. One would be tempted to believe 
that this is a providential provision to protect 
them from the ravages of goats, asses, and camels, 
were it not that the mouths of these creatures are 
provided with a mucous membrane so tough that 
it seems impervious to thorns. One of the spec- 
tacles most striking to a stranger in this land of 
surprises is that of a flock of goats, browsing in a 
patch of Eryngiums, or Cirsiums, or prickly Cen-- 
taureas, and crunching down the heads, a couple 
of inches in diameter, composed of stiff thorns, and 
then masticating them with evident relish. The 
camel deals even with the noli-me-tangsre spheres 
of the Echinops, the huge heads of the Onopordon, 
Carlina, and L'unira, and the thorny plates of the 
Indian tig. Zilla myagroitUs, Forsk., a most im- 

firacticable crucifer, with a juice as pungent as its 
ong stiff thorns, is the favourite desert food of the 
camel. He tears off and devours the twigs of the 
thorny Astragali. Only a few thorny plants, with 
little succulence to tempt, and with extraordinary 
defensive armour, such as the acacia trees, the 
buckthorn, and some of the more erinaceous Astra- 
gali of the alpine regions, and Calycotome villosa, 
escape the devourers. Notwithstanding this, the 
thorns flourish and multiply, and, in many places, 
take possession of the land. Thistles grow to a 
height of 10-15 ft. Thorny Astragali cover acres 
of ground on the high mountains. Poterium 
spinosum, Jihamnus punctata, and Calycotome 
villosa are everywhere. So abundant is the first 
of these, the thorny burnet, in one region of Her- 
mon, as to give its name to the district, which is 
called Mukdta'at el-BUldn, i.e. District of the 
Thorny Burnet. A large part of the lime pro- 
duced in the country is burned with this shrub, 
which is 'cut up' (Is 33 1S ) with pruning-hooks. 
It is then bound in huge bundles, and transported 
on the hacks of men or animals to the kilns. Often 
an acre or more around a lime-kiln is seen covered 
with these large heaps of most combustible fuel. 
It produces a high heat, and makes excellent lime. 
These and other thorns are also used in ovens, and 
for culinary purposes (Ec 7°). Owners of asses 
thresh out various species of thistles and thorns, and 
use them for feeding their beasts. It is probably in 
allusion to this custom that Gideon is said to have 
' taught [threshed] the men of Succoth (along) with 
thorns of the wilderness and briers' (Jg 8 1 *).* It 
is not strange that, with such a number of prickly 
plants as exist in Palestine, there should have been 
many names in Heb. to express them. Few or 
none of these denote species, and the VSS have 
not attempted to tr. them with any uniformity. 
We subjoin an analysis of these terms. 

1. "1?$ 'Stud, h&fivos, rhamnus, occurs twice as the 
name of a plant ( Jg 9 14, 18 AV ' bramble,' m. 
' thistle,' RV ' bramble,' m. « thorn,' Ps 58 9 AV" 
and RV ' thorns '). It occurs once as a proper 
name in the expression 'the threshing-floor of 
Atad'(Gn 50 10 -"). The Arab, 'dtad is defined as 
the branches of the 'ausaj. The 'ausai is • a species 
of thorn, having a round red fruit, like the car- 
nelian bead, which is sweet, and is eaten,' or 'a 

• On the text of this verse and on its interpretation and its 
relation to v.7, see, above all, Moore's note, ad loc. 
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species of thorn trees, having a bitter red fruit, 
in which is acidity . . . when it grows large it is 
called gharkad . . . some regard it as the 'ulleik.' 
It is clear that the term 'ausaj, and therefore 'd^dd, 
must have been applied to a number of plants. 
'Ulleifc most commonly signifies the bramble or 
blackberry, but also the smilax, and other prickly 
climbers. The gharkad is Nitraria tridentata, 
Desf., a plant confined to salt marshes, of which 
the fruit is called in Arab. ' 'enab-edh-dhtb, i.e. 
'wolfs grapes.' Dioscorides (Avicenna, ii. 232) 
seems to include a number of plants in his vague 
description oi'atisaj. The other descriptions would 
apply to the boxthorn, of which there are 3 species 
in the Holy Land, Lycium Eurojxeum, L. , L. 
Arabicum, Schw., and L. Barbarum, L., all of 
which have thorns and red berries. Or they would, 
in part at least, apply to the jujube, of which there 
are also several species, Zizyphus vulgaris, L., the 
'enndb, Z. Lotus, L., and Z. Spina Christi, L., 
the nebk or sidr. All of these would have been 
included under the term Rhamnus, the buckthorn, 
a genus from which Zizyphus has been set off in 
modern botany. This genus contains one thorny 
species, R. punctata, Boiss., with its variety Pales- 
Una, which is found everywhere in Palestine and 
Syria. This species would admirahly suit the 
needs of the passages. It is a thorny shrub, 2-6 
ft. high, with obovate - oblong to elliptical leaves 
less than an in. long and about £ in. wide, insig- 
nificant flowers, and small fruits. It is well known 
under the Arab, name' ajram, is used for light fuel, 
and suits exactly the contrast intended in Abime- 
lech's speech between , the 'dtud and the lordly 
cedar. To speak of sitting under the shadow of 
this contemptible straggling bush is the acme of 
irony. Being far more general than the boxthorn, 
especially in the hill - country where Abimelech 
spoke, it is more likely to have been in his mind. 
The boxthorn would never have lieen spoken of 
by the Greeks as (tduvos, which is the classical 
name of the buckthorn. The writer has never met 
with the former in the hill-country. It is a plant 
of the coast and Jordan Valley and the interior 
plateaus. 

2. D'jff"!3 barkdnim (Jg 8 7, ie ). According to 
Moore (Judges, ad loc.), 'in the Egyp. dialect of 
Arabic berqan is the name of Phaceopappus sco- 
parius, Boiss. - Centaurea scop., Sieber, a compo- 
site plant, with thorny heads. 

3. Trn dardar (Gn 3 1 *, Hos 10 8 , each time coupled 
with Kip). The Arab, dard&r signifies the elm or 
the ash, hut shaultat ed-dard&r is generic for the 
thorny Centaureas, star thistles or knapweeds, 
which are not proper thistles, i.e. of the genus 
Cirsium. In both the passages cited the LXX 
has rpLfioXos, Vulg. tribulus. At least 2, perhaps 
3, plants were known to the Greeks by this name : 
Trapa nutans, L., the water chestnut, and Tribulus 
terrestris, L., a prostrate herb of the order Zygo- 
phyllacea:, with pinnate leaves, resembling those 
of the milk vetch, and a fruit composed of bony 
cells, with a prickly back. These are liable to 
get into the shoe or between the sandal and the 
foot, and produce a veritable tribulation. The 
caltrop, an instrument suggested by them, was 
used in war to impede the charge of cavalry. 
Some have identified the tribulus with the thorny 
Centaureas. 

*. pm hcdek (Pr 15» LXX d«a^a, AV and RV 
' thorn ' ;' Mic V [LXX text differs] AV and RV 
• brier ') refers to sonic unknown kind of thorn, 
certainly in the first passage one of those used for 
hedges. The most common of these in Palestine 
and Syria is Eleugnus kortcnsL\; M.B., the silver 
berry or oleaster, known in Arab, as zaizafun. It 
has still', sharp thorns, and grows in a dense fashion 
which well fits it for this purpose. The ordinary 



brambles, species of Rubus, are also much used for 
hedges, -especially along the coast. ALso Paliurus 
aculeatus, Lam., one of the so-called Christ thorns, 
a plant of the order Rhamnacea;, growing in the 
interior tablelands. Also Cactus Ftcus-Indica, L., 
the prickly pear, Smilax aspera, L., the green 
brier, which makes a most efficient hedge, and the 
boxthorn, which is common in hedges about Jaffa, 
Lattakia, and elsewhere. The hawthorn, Crafcegus, 
of which there are several species, is not used in 
this way. 

5. rfm h6ah. This is variously tr. (2 K 14» « thistle,' 
RVm ' thorn ' ; 2 Ch 25" ' thistle,' AVm ' furze 
bush ' [Calycotome villosa] or ' thorn, ' RVm ' thorn ' ; 
Hos 9 8 'thorns'; Is 34 IS AV 'brambles,' RV 
' thistles ' ; Job 31*° ' thistles,' RVm ' thorns ' ; Pr 
26" 'thorn'; Ca 2 s 'thorns'; 1 S 13« cvnn 
' thickets ' [better thorn brakes, unless we read 
with Ew., Wellh., Driver, et al. o-ftn 'holes']; 
Job 41 s AV « thorn,' RV ' hook,' m. ' spike ' ; 2 Ch 
33 n AV 'thorns,' RV 'in chains,' m. 'with hooks'). 
From the above inconsistencies, which are quite 
parallel to those of the LXX and Vulg., it is clear 
that no specific meaning can be attached to hoah. 
It would seem, however, rather to designate thorns 
and thorny shrubs and trees than prickles and 
prickly herbs like thistles. 

6. n?as mesukah (Mic 7*) is a 'thorn hedge.' 
Of what kind we have no means of determining 
(see 4). 

7. f *Ji na'dziiz. The Arab, nu'd corresponds wit h 
this, and signifies a thorn tree growing in Arabia. 
It may be one of the thorny acacias. In the two 
passages in which it occurs (Is 7 W 55") it is tr. 
' thorns.' In the latter (LXX <rro«/9i» it is said that 
it will be replaced by the berosh. See Fir. 

8. OTP sirim. This seems to refer to the lighter 1 
thorns, like the thorny burnet, which often grows 

in ruins (Is 34"), and many of the star thistles, 
etc. The burning of these produces a crackling 
(Ec 7 8 AVm 'sound,' where there is a word-play 
between td 'pot' and c*TP 'thorns'). ' Folden 
together as thorns ' (AV Nah l 10 , RV ' like tangled 
thorns') would well suit such as the burnet, and 
many others in Palestine. As huah came to mean 
' hook,' from the resemblance to a thorn, so siruth 
is once used in this way for ' fish-hook ' (Am 4 1 ). 

9. pVp sUlCn, AV and RV 'brier' (Ezk 28*) ; 
o'jiVp sallbntm, AV and RV ' thorns ' (Ezk 2*, but 
text dub.), are stout thorns, such as are found on 
the midrib of the palm leaf, corresponding exactly 
to the Arab. suld. 

10. o'^p sdrdbtm is from an obsolete root signi- 
fying perh. to be refractory or rebellious. In the | 
single passage where it is used (Ezk 2 s ), the con- 
text points to some stiff', refractory thorn, of 
which sdrdbim was prob. the ancient name. It 

is associated with the stout thorn of the palm, 
sillun (9) ; but we have no Arab, clue, as in the 
other case, to help us to a knowledge of what it 
was. AVm tr. it 'rebels'; but this is forced. 
Instead of ' briers and thorns ' (crjiVpi tryjp), Cornill, I 
Bertholet, et al. , would read ' resisting and despis- 
ing ' (D'hS) D'TJP). 

11. i9"!P * sirpad. — A plant of neglected and desert i 
places, mentioned with pxjy (Is oo'*), to lie replaced I 
by the myrtle as na'dztiz will be by the fir. Tlie ' 
LXX has Kuw£a — Inula viscosa, L., the elecaiu- 1 

Sine, a plant which grows on all the hillsides of 
alestine and Syria. It is a perennial of the 
order Composite, growing from 2-3 ft. high, with 
lanceolate to linear-lanceolate leaves, and yellow 
heads, about $ in. long. It is very glutinous, and 
has a strong, disagreeable smell. It is a plant 
worthless either as forage or fuel. It possesses 
only two merit*. The first is that brooms made 
of the green stems with their leaves on are used to 
• So Bwr ; MT tj-jc prpad. 
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sweep the floors of the native homes, and help to 
rid them of the fleas, which adhere to the slime 
which covers the plant. The other is that it 
growa on dry, rocky hillsides, and mitigates by its 
greenness the otherwise deserted and barren aspect 
of the landscape. Now it happens that the myrtle 
grows on similar hillsides, often side by side with 
the elecampane. The contrast between this worth- 
less plant and the myrtle, with its delicious fra- 
grance, its beautiful foliage, exquisite flowers, and 
edible fruit, is quite sufficient for the require- 
ments of the passage. 'Brier' of AV and RV, 
and urtica = l nettle Y oi Vulg., besides lacking the 
authority of the LXX, would not convey a mean- 
ing so forcible as the elecampane. The Arab, 
name for the plant is 'irk et-(ayvun. 

12. d*3¥ zinnim is used twice : Job 5* (LXX «urAr), 
where both MT and meaning are doubtful [Bevan, 
Journ. of Philol. xxvi. 30311'. reads plausibly ojhui 
\nr§[ D'w, and renders 4 and their wealth barbs lay 
hold of if] ; and Pr 22 s (LXX rplfioXoi), where the 
froward wander into desert places, where they are 
sure to meet with thorns. Another form of the 
same, o'}'}¥ zentntm (Nu 33 s8 , where it is associated 
with c?7 [see 181, Jos 23"), simply refers to thorns 
as piercing the flesh, not to any particular plant. 

13. pp IcCz is a generic term for thorny and 
prickly plants, tr. indifferently « thorn ' (Ezk 28* 
where it refers to an individual thorn, Hos 10 8 ), or 
'thorns' (Gn 3 18 , Is 32"), pi. CTrtp or o«*p kCzim 
(Jg8 7 , Jer4»etc.). 

14. D'jic'ip kimmtshGnim is once (Pr 24") tr. 
' thorns,' but the sing, form etep (Is 34") and 
cto'p (Hos 9") ' nettles.' See Nettles. 

18. D'ji? silckim, the pi. of ?|j? = Arab. shauk, 
generic for thorns (Nu 33**), tr. ' pricks.' 

16. nt* shayith occurs only in Isaiah, and always 
associated with tvf shamir (5« 7*-* 9 1 " 10" 27*) ; 
always tr. ' thorns,' an shamir is tr. ' briers.' 

17. Tptf shamir means both ' thorn ' and ' ada- 
mant.' In the former signification it occurs only 
in Isaiah, and each time but one (32 1S , where it is 
associated with Mz) in company with shayith. 
It is uniformly tr. ' briers.' Its Arab, equivalent, 
sam&r, is the desert Acacia Seyyal, ox A. tortilis. 

Most of the above names were probably specific 
and well understood in the days when they were 
used ; but, as has been seen, few, if any, can cer- 
tainly l>e identified. The NT words for 'thorns 
and thistles,' AKcwOat and rpl§o\tn (Mt 7 1B , Lk 6**), 
and ' thorns,' dxavdai (Mt 13 7 ), and ' thorn ' (rather 
' stake '), trxi\o^ (2 Co 12 7 ), are indefinite. There are 
not less than 50 genera and 200 species of plants in 
Syria and Palestine furnished with thorns and 
prickles, besides a multitude clothed with scab- 
rous, strigose, or stinging hairs, and another 
multitude with prickly fruits. 

Crown of Thorns. - It is impossible to tell of 
what species our Saviour's crown (critparot 4$ 
kKavdZv, aKdydirot <rritpar<n) was composed. It is 
certain, however, that it must have been made 
from a plant growing near to Jerusalem. It is 
often identified with Zizyphus Spina-Christi (see 
Tristram, Nat. Hist, of Bible, 429). It might well 
have been Calyrotome villosa, Vahl, the ffundaul 
of the Arabs. Crowns of this are plaited and sold 
in Jerusalem, as representatives of our Saviour's 
crown. The facility with which the branches of 
this shrub are wrought into the required shape, and 
the evident adaptation of the resulting crown to 
the torture intended, make it highly probable that 
this was the material used. Potcrium spinosum, 
L., is also wrought into such crowns, but makes a 
much softer and less efficient instrument of torture 
than the last. A cruel one could be made of 
Rhamnus punctata, Boiss., also of Ononis anti- 
quorum, L., the shibruk of the Arabs. 

G. E. Post. 

VOL. IV.— 48 



TH0CANUS (B eWot, A erfxarof, AV Theo- 
canus), 1 Eh 9"=Tikvah, Ezr 10 18 . Probably 
was read as nopn. 

THOMAS (e«MO!=Ko«n).— One of the Twelve, 
always placed in the second of the three groups 
of four in which the names of the apostles are 
arranged in the NT lists. In the oldest extant 
list (Mk 3 I6r -) the names are not distributed in 
pairs, and he is No. 8, as also in Lk 6 Mf - ; but in 
the later lists he is coupled with Matthew and 
assigned the seventh place (Mt 1$*-), or given the 
sixth place, coupled with Philip (Ac l 1 *-). No 
incident is recorded of him by the Synoptists, but 
from John we learn that he played a conspicuous 
part in the anxieties and questionings which fol- 
lowed the Resurrection, which perhaps accounts 
for the higher position assigned to him in the lists 
as soon as the names began to be arranged or 
classified ; cf. Jn 21*, where he is placed after 
Peter anJ before the sons of Zebedee. John thrice 
describes him as Qufiat 6 Aeyfytefot AlSv/xot (ll ,a 20 s * 
21 3 ). cfoaf is a « twin' [only Gn 25 s4 38 17 , Ca 4" 7 s , 
always in plur.], and of this Qvuai is a translitera- 
tion, 6 SlSufiot being the Gr. translation. This last 
would be the form of the title most natural among 
the Greek-sneaking Christians of Asia Minor, for 
whom the Fourth Gospel was written. His per- 
sonal name is not given in the NT, bnt he is called 
'Judas Thomas' in the apocryphal Acta Thoma, 
in the Syr. Doctrina Apostolorum, and also in the 
Abgar legend (Eus. HE i. 13), which represents 
him as sending Thadd,eus to Abgar with Christ's 
letter. The name ' Judas ' was a common one, 
and it may well have been his ; at any rate the 
ascription of it to him led in time to nis identi- 
fication with Judas 'of James,' and Judas the 
' brother ' of the Lord (Mk 6 s ), and so to the wide- 
spread tradition that the Apostle Thomas was the 
twin brother of Jesus (Acta Thoma, § 31). The 
identification of Thaddajus (Mt 10», Mk 3 18 ) with 
Luke's Judas ' of James ' (Lk 6 18 , Ac 1") accounts 
for a later Syrian tradition which makes Thomas 
and Thaddteus the same person. Another story 
makes one Lysia the twin sister of Thomas. 

The three notices of Thomas in John reveal a 
personality of singular charm and interest. When 
the other apostles would have dissuaded Jesus 
from the risk of going to Bethany where Lazarus 
lay dead, and Jesus had said that He would never- 
theless go, Thomas at once declared his intention 
of sharing the danger : ' Let ns also go that we 
may die with him' (Jn ll 16 ). His eager devotion 
could not endure the thought of separation, and so 
the announcement at the Last Supper that the 
Master was about to depart filled mm with per- 
plexity : ' We know not whither thou goest ; how 
know we the way ? ' ( Jn 14 8 ). Like the other dis- 
ciples, he could not but suppose that the Cruci- 
fixion had put an end to his hopes, although it 
does not appear from the narratives (as has some- 
times been assumed) that Thomas had severed his 
connexion with the other companions of Christ, 
for ' the eleven ' are mentioned as still a coherent 
body (Lk 24 9 - 33 [Mk] 10"), and Thomas is found in 
their company on ' the first day of the week,' pre- 
sumably for worship and conference, even after he 
had expressed his doubts as to the Resurrection 
(Jn 20*). When, however, the Christ appeared to 
the other apostles at Jerusalem, Thomas was not 
with them, although the reason of his absence is 
not recorded 'Jn 20"). They were invited to 
assure themselves by the test of touch that the 
vision was not 1 hat of a phantom but of the Risen 
Jesus (Lk 24'*') and even this did not convince 
them until He ''did eat before them' (Lk 24* 1 * 43 ). 
Thomas, on being informed of the vision of the 
I Lord, refused to believe until he too had satisfied 
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himself by sight and touch that there was no mis- 
apprehension ( Jn . 20 s ") ; but when this test was 
ottered to (and applied by ?) him, his recognition of 
his Master was immediate and adoring : * My Lord 
and my God' (Jn 20 s *). No greater confession of 
faith is recorded in the NT. These three inci- 
dental notices of Thomas depend entirely, as has 
already been pointed out, on the authority of the 
Fourth Gospel; but there is nothing in any of 
them which is either incredible in itself, or incon- 
sistent with the Synoptic accounts, and the psycho- 
logical truth and naturalness of the resulting 
picture of the man confirm belief in the trust- 
worthiness of the Johannine narratives. 

The Acta Thomm or IJtfUtu ♦ is a Gnostic work prob- 

ably going back to the 2nd cent., and written by one Leucius 
the author of several apocryphal Acts. It begins by telling 
that, at the division of the field of the world among the 
apostles, India was allocated to Thomas ; that he was at first 
unwilling to go there, but was persuaded by a vision of Christ, 
who sold him as a slave to an Indian merchant. After some 
adventures by the way (which display the Gnostic tendencies of 
the writer ; see Salmon, Introd, to NT? p. 334 f.), he arrived in 
India, and there (being a carpenter) was entrusted by his 
master with the building of a palace, but expended the money 
on the relief of the poor. His missionary efforts were at last 
crowned with success. The connexion of his name with India, 
for which these Acta are the earliest authority, was widely 
accepted after the 4th cent, in both East snd West The 
Malabar 'Christians of St Thomas' still count him as the first 
martyr and evangelist of their country. It is probable, how- 
ever, that these Christians were evangelised from Edessa, and 
that the traditional account of their origin is due to a confused 
memory of one of the pioneer missionaries from that place, who 
was called Thomas after its patron saint. For there is a quite 
distinct (and seemingly earlier) account of the missionary activity 
of the apostle which makes Parthia the scene of his labours (Eus. 
H E iii. 1 ; see also Clem. Recogn. ix. 29, and Socrates, HE i. 10), 
and Edessa his burial-place (Ruflnus, HE ii. 6, and Socrates, 
HE iv. 18). According to the Roman Martyrology his remain** 
were brought from India to Edessa, and thence, it was said, to 
Ortona in Italy during the Crusades. The oldest extant tradi- 
tion as to the manner of his death is that it was from natural 
causes (Clem. Alex. Strom, iv. 9. 78). 

J. H. Bernard. 
THOMEI (B eWtt, A Qiuet, AV Thomoi), 1 Es 
5*=Temah, Ezr 2", Neh 7 M . 

THORNS.— See Thistles. 

THOUGHT. — In IS 9» ' Come, and let us re- 
turn ; lest my father leave caring for the asses, 
and take thought for us,' the phrase 'take 
thought' means * be anxious,' 'grieve.' The 
same verb ( Jin) is translated * sorrow ' in 10 s ' Thy 
father hath left the care of the asses, and sor- 
roweth for you.' RV has * take thought' in both 
passages, but Amer. RV gives 'be anxious' in 
both. In Ps 38 18 both versions render the Hebrew 
word ' I will be sorry.' ' Thought ' was once freely 
used in English in the sense of ' anxiety ' or ' grief.' 
Thus Cranmer, Wor/cs, i. 162, 'Alas, Master 
Secretary, you forget Master Smyth of the Ex- 
chequer, who is near consumed with thought and 
pecsiveness ' ; Somers Tracts, ' In five hundred 
years only two queens have died in childbirth. 
Queen Catherine Parr died rather of thought ' ; 
Shaks. Hamlet, III. i. 85— 

' And thus the native hue of resolution 
Is sicklied o'er with the pale cast of thought' ; 

and rv. v. 177—' And there is pansies, that's for 
thoughts.' Cf. Wyclifs use of the verb, Select 
Works, iii. 9, * As a bird of a swalowe, so I schal 
crie, I schal thinke as a dowve.' In AV ' thought ' 
occurs in this sense only in the phrase 'take 
thought.' Besides 1 S 9* (above) the examples are 

Mt 6 «. «.».«. MM. 10 I» Lk joil.J2.S8.SS ( J| 

rdw), and Mk 13" ' take no thought beforehand ' 

* The best edition of the Or. and Lat. texts of these Acta is 
that of Bonnet (1883) ; for the Syriac Act* see Wright, Apocry- 
phal Acti o/ the Apoxtlcs (1871) ; and, for the iEthiopic version 
of the story, Malan, Conflxcte of the Holy Apoitle* (1871). For 
all legends about Thomas the best and fullest account will be 
found in LipsiuM* Dit Apokryphen Apottelgctchichten<l)jii3-lS90), 
vol. i. pp. 226-347. 



(/**> rpofiepifware) ; RV always 'be anxious.' Cf. 
Coverdale's tr. of 1 S 10 3 (see above), ' Thy father 
hath nut the asses out of his mynde, and taketli 
thoughte for the, and sayeth : What shall I do for 
my sonne ?' and Shaks. Jul. Ccesar, II. L 187 — 

' It he love Cnsar, all that he can do. 
Is to himself take thought and die tor Csjear.' 

J. Hastings. 

THRACIa (QpQKv) was the country lying east of 
Macedonia, bounded on the north by the Danube 
and on the south by the jEgean Sea, the Darda- 
nelles, the Sea of Marmora, and the territory of 
Byzantium (a 'free city,' connected with the 
Roman province of Bithynia from B.C. 74). Thrace 
is never mentioned in the NT, nor did any action 
alluded to in the NT take place in that country. 
Philippi and Neapolis, indeed, had originally been 
in Thrace ; but the boundaries of Macedonia were 
extended far towards the east by the conquests of 
the Macedonian kings, and included both cities. 
Before the Roman period the boundary between 
Macedonia and Thrace was the boundary between 
civilization and barbarism, and this varied as 
civilization enlarged its limits. Originally the 
name Thracia was used in a very loose and vague 
fashion, and the Macedonians were even sometimes 
spoken of as a tribe of Thrace, which in that case 
practically meant the land north and north-east 
of Greece. The Macedonians were akin to the 
Thracians, but came under the influence of Greek 
civilization earlier.* It was not until A.D. 48 that 
Thrace was incorporated as a province in the 
Roman empire. 

In 2 Mao 12* a Thracian soldier is mentioned as 
saving the life of Gorgias, governor of Idumasat 
under Antiochus Epiphanes, in a battle against 
Judas Maccabeus, about B.C. 163. The Thracian 
tribesmen, barbarous, hardy, and inured to war, 
were much used as mercenaries by the Greek kings 
of Syria, Pergamum, Bithynia, etc. This is several 
times mentioned by Polybius (V. lxv. 10, lxxix. 
6) ; and inscriptions along with other evidence 
entirely corroborate him. Thracian mercenaries 
were settled as colonists in many of the garrison 
cities founded by those kings, e.g. in Apollonia of 
Pisidia (where they are often mentioned on coins, 
etc., in the full title of the city) and in other 
places : the Thracian mercenaries were sometimes 
called Traleis or 'warriors' ; see Ramsay, Histor. 
Geogr. of Asia Minor, p. 112, Cities and Bish. of 
Phrygia,L p. 34; Erankel, Inschr. Pergam. i., No. 
13, p. 16. W. M. Ramsay. 

THRA8SU8 (A Qpaaalot, V ,Tld Oapalas, V* 
Bapo-ias).— The father of AjKjllonius, 2 Mac 3 s ; but 
see Apollonius, No. 1, and cf. RVm. 

THREE CHILDREN, BONO OF THE (or, more 
accurately, as in Codex B : ' The Prayer of Azarias' 
and 'the Hymn of the Three'), is one of the addi- 
tions to the book of Daniel, extant only in the 
Greek Bible and in versions taken from the Greek. 
It contains 67 verses, and is inserted between v.'- 3 
and v.* 4 of Dn 3 in the canonical text. In Codex A 
our ' addition ' forms also two of fourteen canticles 
appended to the Book of Psalms. The ninth and 
tenth of these canticles are called respectively rpo- 
(Teux^ 'Afaplov (Prayer of Azarias) and Cywot rir 
■varipuv r)p.w* (Hymn of our Fathers). 

i. Contents.— The apocryphon contains three 
sections: (1) the Prayer of Azarias; (2) descrip- 
tive narrative ; (3) thanksgiving of the Three for 
their deliverance from the fiery furnace. 

* It is maintained by some scholars that Thrace, in that early 
wide extension, is alluded to in On 108. in that verse the sons 
of Japheth are said to be Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, 
Me hheeh , and Tiros ; but see Tikas. 

t Iduman is suspicious : it has been thought to be an error 
for Jamnia. 
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(1) The Prayer of Azarias, w.l-» (Or. »"»).— In Dn 8» it hu 
beeu narrated that the three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery 
furnace. After S'- 8 Theodotion (whose text is followed in Vulg. 
and the English Apocr.) proceeds : ' And they walked [ ' in their 
chains,' Syr W] in the midst of the fire, praising God.' The 
connexion is, in LXX, effected thus : 'Thus then prayed 
Hananias and Azarias and Mishael and sang praises to the 
Lord, when the king commanded them to be cast into the 
furnace.' Both then say that ' Azarias stood and prayed in the 
midst of the fire ' ; LXX adding ' together with his companions,' 
which Theod. omits, as he does also the statement of LXX that 
'the furnace had been heated exceedingly by the Chaldeans.' 
The Prayer opens with praise to God for His righteous acts to 
the nation, acknowledging His justice even in the disasters 
which He has brought upon Jerusalem. National ruin was 
completely justified, because of national sins. He complains, 
however, that the nation by which God had chastised His 
people was a very lawless one, and that their king was the 
most wicked king on earth, treating Israel scornfully and 
tyrannically. He then pleads the covenants with the fathers 
and the promises of the vast expansion of the nation as the 
ground of God's intervention to the very small remnant. They 
bad been brought very low : the State was dissolved : State 
functionaries had ceased to be : State religion was no longer 
possible ; but with the sacrifice of a contrite heart, rather than 
of myriads of rams, they would seek the Lord and implore Him 
to remove their shame and transfer it to their foes; that all 
mav know that J" is God alone. 

(2) In vv.s-n of EV (Gr. we have a continuation of the 
narrative of Dn 8 s *, describing how the king's servants kept on 
heating the furnace with naphtha and pitch till it was seven 
times as hot as usual, and the flame reached 49 cubits above the 
furnace. Then an angel came down, called in Syr. ' the angel 
of dew/ and by means of a dewy whistling wind made the 
centre of the furnace cool, forming an inner zone which the 
flames could not touch. After this ' the three' unitedly began 
to praise God. 

{$)TheHymnofThankegiving, w.»«(Gr. •MO). This Hymn, 
like Ps 180, contains, as the second line of each verse, a 
refrain. As the Psalm repeats throughout the words, ' For 
his mercy endureth for ever'; so our Hymn, in every verse, 
ascribes praise to God. For the first six verses the ascription 
is verbally varied, though identical in meaning. After that, 
the second line of each verse is ifxturt ui Owipv^tirt *ur*t uV 
«.«?■;. ' Praise and superexalt him for ever.' In the first 

J lace the Psalmist (for such he really is) exults in the fact that 
" is worthy to be praised in the heavenly temple, sitting on the 
throne of His glory : from the loftiest heights looking down on 
the deepest depths. Then he apostrophizes ail the works of 
God and calls on them to praise the Lord : angels, the heavens, 
the celestial waters, sun, moon, and stars. From things 
celestial he passes to what tee call meteorological phenomena, 
but which, to the Jewish mind, were changes presided over 
by an angel,— it not indeed themselves actual entities, — rain 
and dew, winds, frost and snow, light and darkness, lightnings 
and clouds. Then the terrestrial creation is addressed , moun- 
tains, vegetation, showers, fountains, monsters, fowls, and 
beasts. After that, men of various ranks and conditions in 
life : Israel, priests, slaves, the righteous, the humble, and last 
of all, as Ps 103 terminates with the words ' Bless the Lord, my 
tout,' we have in v.w ' O Hananias, Azarias, and Mishael, bless 
ye the Lord.' The last two verses are from Ps 186, and were 
probably appended by some later hand. 

ii. Literary Estimate. — The judgment of 
Eichhorn (Einleitung, 419, ed. 1795), that the 
Prayer of Azarias is unsuitable to the circum- 
stances, and that it betrays a lack of literary art 
to suppose that in a fiery furnace any man could 
pray as he does, is endorsed by most later scholars 
(Fntzsche, 115). There are 'no groans,' 'no per- 
sonal petitions,' 'no cries for help.' The author 
makes Azarias review the history of the Jewish 
nation as calmly as an aged saint might do under 
the fig-tree of solitude at the time of evening 
prayer. On one supposition, however, the Prayer 
becomes thoroughly relevant. If we might assume 
that the author of the Prayer regarded the narra- 
tive of Dn 3 as a Haggada, a symbolical, but not 
historical, account of the Babylonian captivity: as 
in Zee 3 J the angel says concerning Joshua the 
high priest, ' Is not this a brand plucked out of 
the fire ? ' — then the Prayer would be quite suitable. 
As to the poetical character of the Hymn, critics 
differ. Fntzsche considered the accumulation of 
doxologies devoid of all literary skill, and the 
enumeration of the powers of creation, frigid. 
Ball, however, replies (Speaker's Com. 307) that 
the very monotony is effective. ' It is like the 
monotony of the winds or the waves, and power- 
fully suggests to the imagination the amplitude 
and splendour of God's world, and the sublimity 



of the universal chorus of praise. The instinct of 
the Church which early adopted the Benedicite for 
liturgical use was right.' Zockler sympathizes so 
strongly with Ball against Fritzsche that he quotes 
the above in English. The Hymn is modelled 
after Ps 136, and has equal claim to be considered 
poetical. 

iii. Authorship.— The name and date of the 
composer of the Prayer and Hymn are quite 
unknown. It is even disputed whether they come 
from the same author. The chief argument for 
duality is that v. 19 W implies the cessation of 
Temple worship. ' There is no . . . sacrifice nor 
place to offer sacrifice before thee ' : whereas in 
v.* 1 < M > there is reference to a Temple, and in 
v. 4 * I 85 ) to priests. The argument is not valid. 
The Temple in v.' 1 is the heavenly Temple, where 
the Lord is enthroned on the cherubim. Further, 
the priesthood was hereditary. A man did not 
cease to be a priest when the Temple was de- 
stroyed ; and hence we note that v. 16 does not say, 
' There is no priest.' — It is even more eagerly dis- 
puted whether the Gr. text is the original, or a 
translation from Heb. or Aramaic. Eichhorn in 
his first edition favoured Gr. authorship. In his 
second edition he adduced reasons for regarding it 
as a translation, but held the evidence to be in- 
decisive. This uncertainty still remains. Fritzsche, 
Keil, Bissell, and SchUrer are against a Semitic 
authorship. Ball attaches more importance than 
they do to Eichhorn's indications of translation. 
The difficulty is this : every extant version is 
clearly based on the LXX. Where Theod. differs 
from LXX, it is usually in very small matters of 
addition or omission. There are no synonymous, 
but verbally variant, phrases, indicating that both 
are translated from the same original. There are 
no marks that Theod. or any version used a 
Semitic copy in order to correct LXX. In such 
cases the only evidence of translation work is to 
be sought in the awkward, barely intelligible 

fihrases. We have to retranslate these into the 
lypothetical original, and see if by some slight 
modification of this we can secure a better render- 
ing. In the case before us the results are disap- 
pointing. We may premise, however, that if there 
ever was a Semitic original, it would be Hcb. and 
not Aramaic. The orthodox Palestinian Jew con- 
sidered Heb. the language of heaven, and always 
used it in prayer and praise. — The evidence in 
favour of Heb. stands thus : ( 1 ) The style is 
intensely Hebraistic, perhaps more so than an 
Alexandrian Jew would use in original composi- 
tion. (2) The names of the three men are their 
original Hebrew names (Dn l 7 ), not the Aramaic 
names found in Dn 3»- '»•»•»> etc. (3) V." («•» is 
very obscure. In LXX it reads literally, ' Let our 
sacrifice be before thee, and may it make atone- 
ment behind thee ' {^iXdaai CwwOiv oov). Theod. 
reads im\4<rat twurdiv aov, ' May it make re- 
quital behind thee.' At the end of the verse in 
LXX there occurs an incorporated marginal gloss : 
TtXetwo-ai Ivto-Otp aov, ' let it be perfect behind thee.' 
These three Gr. verbs seem very diverse, but, if 
we might assume a Heb. original from which they 
are a tr., the matter is simplified. These Gr. 
verbs may represent different forms of the Heb. 
root ohv. The Hiphil o^n 'to make peace' may 
account for i^iXdaai. The Piel aty and the Gr. 
rtXeiw both mean to ' pay,' ' requite ' ; and the Qal 
chv means to ' be perfect.' W e do not attempt to 
explain tiriaOtv. (4) It might seem that the 
phrase 'to scatter a covenant' in v.", instead of 
' violate,' was a confusion of no and "ns : but the 
same thing occurs in LXX of <>n 17 14 and Lv 
26 ,e - **. So also the use of dx6 with iraraurxibwfat, 
' to be ashamed,' might arise from translating the 
Heb. i0 (Eichh. 428) ; but both iic and dT<5 are used 
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in LXX with verbs of ' shame,' and thus this also 
may be a Hebraism, and due to familiarity with 
the LXX. The evidence of a Heb. original is not 
irresistible, but probable. 

iv. Versions. — The LXX presents the earliest extent text. 
Theod. edited the LXX with sundry emendations of little 
significance : none of them so important as in 'Bel and the 
Dmgnn ' (vol. i. 287). A collation of the two versions is given 
by Ei eh horn (422 ff.X and also in Field's Hexapla (ii. 914 ft). 
The Vulg. is in the main an accurate tr. of Theodotion. The 
Syriac as given by Lagarde is the same text as Walton's, the 
differences being merely such as occur in transcription. 
Worthy of note are the readings : 15 I 38 ), ' a place where we 
may offer tpiees and a sacrifice ' : 17 <*°),'let not thy servant 
be ashamed ' for IfiXdm irirfi » em : ** (7?), ' The angel of dew 
went down into the furnace.' The Syro-Hexaplar text is a tr. 
of the LXX. 

v. Canonicity. — Ball gives several citations 
from Jewish writings of the incidents narrated 
in the Biblical portions of Dn 3 ; but it is difficult 
to find ltabbinic quotations of our apocryphon. 
Pesnchim 118a tells how R. Hiskian describes 
the three martyrs as reciting Ps 115, clause by 
clause, in rotation ; and how R. Samuel the 
Shilonite used to say that Yorkemi, the prince 
of hail, begged to go down to cool the furnace ; 
but Gabriel ottered not only to make the furnace 
cool within (as the hail would do), but also to 
make it hot without (Speaker's Apocr. 306 f.). 

In the Christian Church, Hippolytus gives a few 
notes explanatory of the Song. Julius African us 
disputed the canonicity of the additions to Daniel. 
Origen wrote in reply defending their genuine- 
ness, and on several occasions quotes ' the Prayer' ; 
e.g. in Com. on Mutt. bk. xiii. 2 he quotes v. 84 W 
'as it stands in the book of Daniel according to 
the LXX ' as representing the difference between 
the soul and the body. Cyprian, de Lapsis, c. 31, 
quotes v. a 1*1 as ' senptura divina ' ; and he ad- 
duces the Prayer of the ' tres pueri in camino 
inclusi' as a model of public prayer (de Oral. 
Dominica, c. 8). 

Literature. — Ball in Speaker's Apocr. ii. 80511. ; Fritzschc, 
Handbuch zu den Apokr. i. 123 ff. ; Schurer, HJP II. iii. 
188 ff. ; Zockler, Apokr. de$ AT 230 ff. ; Bissell in Lange's 
Apokr.; Eichhom, Kinleituny in die Apokr. Schriften. 419 ff.; 
Rothstein in Kautzsch's Apokr. u. Pieudepigr. d. AT i. 

m ff. J. T. Marshall. 

THRESHING.— See Agriculture, vol. L p. 50. 

THRESHOLD.— 1. In Neh 12* o^n ^ (AV 

'thresholds of the gates') undoubtedly means 
'storehouses of the gates' (so RV ; cf. RV 'store- 
house ' as tr. of c'spttn n*3 [AV ' house of Asuppim '] 
in 1 Ch 26 18 , and of D'^pn alone [AV ' Asuppim'] in 
v. 17 ). The text of the LXX is in this verse 
defective, but the words i» ry awa-yayetv fie 
rods rvXupovs obviously represent Q'T^k'n '$9$3. 2. 
10: Jg 19 /7 the Lcvite's concubine' was found 
in the morning dead, with her hands upou the 
threshold ; 1 K 14 17 Jeroboam's wife had just 
reached the threshold of the palace at Tirzah when 
her son died ; Am 9 1 ' Smite the chapiters [of the 
columns supporting the temple roof] till the 
thresholds snake ' ; Is 6* 4 the foundations of the 
thresholds were moved at the voice of him that 
cried ' ; Ezk 43 8 , referring to the circumstance that 
the royal palace and Solomon's temple were within 
the same enclosure and formed one set of build- 
ings, Cod makes it a matter of reproach that they 
have set 'their threshold by my threshold, and 
their door post beside my door post ' ; Zeph 2 U 
'desolation [ayt ; but Wellh., Now, et al., after 
LXX nbpaKtt, read 3"y? 'raven(s)'] shall be on the 
thresholds (of ruined Nineveh).' A class of temple 
officials were ' keepers of the threshold ' (n?n 'i?p) : 
Jer 35* [in sing.], 2 K 12 lu 22* (=2 Ch 34 9 ) * 23* 
25 18 [=Jer 52**] ; 2 Ch 23* "Bp] ; in 1 Ch 9 W - 22 

• These keepers of the door are in 2 K 1SW ' priests ' ; in 2 Ch 
848 they characteristically become ' Levites.' 



[in the latter verse »)53 onj^k*] similar officials are 
provided for the tabernacle ; the office is a secular 
one in Est 2 s1 6 2 , answering more to that of body- 
guard (cf. the LXX dpxio-w/iaTo<pij\aK€i in 2 s1 ). In 
rs 84" the pilgrim declares that he prefers being at 
the threshold (B irapapi*Teia0at) in the house of Cod 
to dwelling in the tents of wickedness. The other 
occurrences of »jpare : Ezk 40 8W *- 7 41 ,8W », 2 Ch S 1 . 

The principal LXX renderings of *]p not noticed above are : 
ri wfi6v?m, Jg 19*>, 1 K 14", Esk 43>*; ri iripBv,*,, Is «*; rk 
r/>inXm, Am »i ; m wvXStu, Zeph 2", 2 Ch 8" ; (• or «' 

fvXirriru) rr,t mikn; Jer 86 (42)*, or rit mtf<ut, 2 K 12" P> 22* 
26«8, or ri., »iAnr, 2Ch S4», or rv iii; Jer 62", or ri., 1 Ch 

9»» ; (« riu rikmt) rir 2 Ch 23* ; 6vf.itt, Esk 41>«. 

3. J*$P : 1 S 5** 8 Dagon was found prostrate 
before the ark, with his head and hands cut off upon 
the threshold ; hence, it is said, the worshippers 
of Dagon leap over the threshold, to avoid contact 
with a spot rendered sacred by having been the 
resting-place of these members of the god. It is 
impossible to decide whether it is this (Philistine) 
custom that is referred to in Zeph 1' ' every one 
who leaps over [or 'upon,' Vy] the threshold.' See 
art. Cherethites, vol. i. p. 377». The threshold 
of the temple is referred to in E<:k 9 s 10*- 18 46 s 47 1 
(in the last named passage as the source of the 
stream which is seen in vision to flow forth to 
fertilize the'Arabah). 

The usual LXX equivalent for ;nro is mtfun : Exk 9) 10"' 
47» ; in 40« and 1 8 6* wfiBu/m ; in 1 8 6» p*$ftit ; in Zeph 1» 
wptwuXm. 

For Trumbull's view (Th* Threshold Covenant, 
303 ff.) of the Passover as a threshold crost-orer 
sacrifice, see art. PASSOVER, vol. iii. p. 089. Cf. 
also art. Foundation. J. A. Sellie. 

THRONE is OT rendering of the Heb. m [in 
1 K 10" •*. Job 26" ; in Dn 5* 7"^ Aram. ■ml 
which is used for any seat of honour or state, e.g. 
of the high priest, 1 S 1* 4 1 ** 18 ; of an honoured 
guest, 2 K4 10 ; of the pehah beyond the River, Nell 
3 7 ; of a judge, Ps 94 10 ; of a military officer, Jer 1 '* ; 
but far more usually of a king, Cn 41*" [E], Ex 11* 
12* [both J], 1 K 2» Is 47 1 , Ezk 26'*, Est 5'. 
Solomon's throne is described in 1 K 10' 8 ** [=2 Ch 
9 17 " 18 ]. It was overlaid with ivory and the finest 
gold (see Kittel, Kbnige, adloc.), and was ascended 
by six steps, with twelve lions standing upon 
them. For figures of Assyrian and Egyptian 
thrones see Riehm, II WB* ii. 1106, 1684. Cod as 
the heavenly King has His throne : Is 6 l , Ezk 1* 
10 1 , 1 K 22" [ = 2 Ch 18 18 ], Job 26", Ps 11*; heaven 
is called His throne in Is 66 l (cf. Mt 5 SI ), Jems, in 
Jer 3 17 , the sanctuary in 17" and Ezk 43 7 . ' Throne' 
is frequently used as = royal dignity, authority, 
power, e.g. 1K2" ('the throne of David shall be 
established,' cf. 2 S 7"» [= 1 Ch 17 1 *]), Is 16 s , Pr 16'* ; 
of Cod, La 5>», Ps 47 B 89" 93-' 97 a 103 19 , Jer 14 M . 
For the cult of ' empty thrones' see Reichel, Ucber 
vorhcllenischcGblterkulte (Wien, 1897), and Budde's 
art. 'Imageless Worship in Antiquity 'in Expos. 
Times, ix. (1898) 396 ff. 

Similar is the use of 'throne' ($pS»os; once Ac 
12" fSfjfia, lit. 'judgment-seat,' of Herod) in NT; 
almost always [the exceptions are Mt 19* || Lk 22*' 
'ye shall sit upon twelve thrones,' etc., Col 1" 
' thrones ' as a rank of angels (! ; see art. Dominion), 
Rev 20* ' I saw thrones, and they (the assessors of 
the heavenly Judge) sat upon them '] of the throne 
of Cod or of Christ : Mt 5« (|| Lk 23 a ) 19 s8 (|i Lk 
22*), Lk I s2 , Ac 2 M 7*", He l 8 4 18 8' 12», Rev 1* 3* 
and very often. 

In Ps 457 the Heb. text 'fl 0V)*?|» 1*93 ('thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever ' ; LXX i Sfitti' m, i Stit, followed in He I s ) 
is probably corrupt. In addition to the tr. of EV the following 
renderings have been proposed : fl) ' Thy throne is God '(I)oder- 
loin, supported most recently by Westcott (on He l 8 ) and 
Hort) ; (2) ' thy throne of Ood ' [' thy God's throne ') (Ges. Jts. i. 
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£ 865) ; (8) ' thy throne is (a throne) of God ' ( Aben Ezra, Hitxig, 
waid, Baethgen). To all these renderings there are either 
grammatical or exegetical objections. Bickell and Cheyne 
would insert lD'pn imio' .11133 'thy throne [its foundation is 
firmly fixed], God [bath established it].' Perhaps the simplest 
solution is to substitute <viv for D'nSfl ('thy throne shall be 
for ever'). This original .vir might easily be misread TKf 
(JahwehX which in turn would be intentionally changed into 
D'.y?»»- 8o Giesebrecbt, Wellh. (• Psalms' in 8B0T, following 
Bruston, Du texte primitif det Ptaumet, Paris, 1873), Duhm 
(in Kurzer Hdcom.). See, further, Driver, Heb. Tense$*, § 194, 
Obs. ; Cheyne, OP 182. J. A. SELBIE. 

THUMB (mi [in Jg 1«- 7 plur. nWrj, as if from 
sing. the form used throughout the Sam. 

Pent.] joined with i; ' hand ' means * thumb,' while 
with 'foot' it means 'great toe').— In all the 
Scripture passages where 'thumb' occurs, it is 
coupled with 'great toe.' In the consecration of 
Aaron and his sons, blood was sprinkled upon the 
tip of the right ear, upon the thumb of the right 
hand, and upon the great toe of the rifjht foot 
(Ex 29 s0 , Lv 8*-»). It has been generally held 
(Dill in., Baentsch, et al., ad loc., Nowack, Heb. 
Arch. ii. 123) that this procedure symbolized the 
consecration of the organs of hearing, handling, 
and walking, the priests becoming thus fitted to 
huar God's voice, to handle holy things, and to 
tread holy ground. This explanation fails, how- 
ever, to account for the selection of these three 
organs alone, and it does not harmonize well with 
the circumstance that the cleansed leper was 
similarly sprinkled (Lv 14"- *• There is more 
probability in the view of Holzinger (Exodus, ad 
loc. ) that, like the horns of the altar, the extremities 
of the human body, with inclusive sense, are 
chosen for consecration. — The cutting off of Adoni- 
bezek's thumbs and great toes (Jg l 8 ), a mutilation 
which he declares he had himself practised on 
seventy kings (v. 7 ), disabled him from fighting, 
and possibly disqualified him from reigning (see 
Moore, ad loc., where parallels from classical 
writers are cited ; cf. also art. Adonibezkk). 

J. A. Selbie. 

THUMMIM.— See Urim and Thummim. 

THUNDER (Din, Pporrb) is the loud sound which 
accompanies the discharge through the atmosphere 
of electricity from the clouds. It seems to follow 
the lightning flash after an interval proportioned 
to the observer's distance from the place of dis- 
turbance. Thunderstorms are frequent in Pales- 
tine during the winter season, but very rarely 
occur at any other time of the year (Schwarz, 
Palestine, 327). They are always accompanied by 
rain or hail. In the OT thunder is both poetically 
described and popularly regarded as the voice of 
God. It is spoken of as a voice in Ps 77" 104 7 , Sir 
43" (cf. 1 S 7 10 ). In several passages (Ex O* 38 "- 19 18 
20' 8 , 1 S 12 17 -", Job 28*38") 'thunder' or 'thunder- 
ing' is simply the tr. of nWp (' voices'), and even 
where Vip is rendered 'voice' the verb CJTJ (' to 
thunder') in the context sometimes shows that 
thunder is meant (2 S 22", Job 37 4 - 8 40 9 , Ps 18" 
29 s ; cf. the use of <puval in Rev 4 s 8 s 11" 16 18 ). 
Ps 29 is throughout a sublime poetic descrip- 
tion of a thunderstorm and its effects, though the 
noun osn does not once occur in it, but only the 
often repeated phrase mn'-^p. The sequence of 
thunder after lightning is referred to in Job 37 4 , 
Sir 32'°, and the general connexion of the two 
phenomena in Job 28* 38". In Ps 104 7 the creative 
voice of God which bade the waters go to their 
appointed place (Gn l 9 ) is identified with thunder. 
Thunder accompanied by hail is enumerated in 
Ex 9°^ as the seventh of the Plagues of Egypt 
(see vol. iii. p. 891). From Ps 77 18 it would appear 
that it was a thundercloud which came between 
the Israelites and the Egyptians at the crossing of 



the Red Sea, and this is probably alluded to in 
Ps 81 7 . Thunder was one of the impressive pheno- 
mena amidst which the Law was given at Sinai 
(Ex 19" 20"). A thunderstorm decided the issue 
of a battle between Israel and the Philistines (1 S 
7 10 , Sir 46 17 ), and another served to deepen the im- 
pression made by Samuel's warning to Israel when 
they desired a king ( L S 12 17 - "). This latter event 
was all the more significant because it occurred at 
a most unusual season, — that of wheat harvest. 

In Job 39" thunder is used figuratively for the 
noise of battle ; and in Job 26 14 the difference 
between a whisper and thunder is used to illustrate 
the contrast between what man sees of God's ways, 
and the reality of God's power. In Sir 40" the 
poods of the unjust are said to go off in a noise 
like thunder ; and in Mk 3 17 ' sons of thunder ' is 
the interpretation of the title (ioarripyti given by 
Jesus to the sons of Zebedee (see Boanerges). In 
Is 29 s thunder is among the metaphors describing 
the disasters impending on Ariel, and it appears in 
a similar connexion in Rev 8 6 16 18 . Like other 
convulsions of nature, it enters largely into the 
imagery of the Apocalypse (4 s ll ly ). Voices like 
thunder are mentioned in -6 1 14" 19 8 , and in 10 s - 4 
actual thunders are conceived to have an articulate 
meaning. In view of this last fact, and of the 
close Or association between thunder and the 
voice of God, it seems probable that the ' voice out 
of heaven ' (Jn 12 :a - ") was a thunder-peal, as indeed 
most of those present thought, and that its signi- 
ficance was recognized and interpreted by Jesus 
alone. _ A similar construction may be put on the 
voices in the narratives of the Baptism and Trans- 
figuration of Jesus, and the whole subject is illus- 
trated by the Jewish doctrine of the Vip-nj, which 
was always supposed to be preceded by a thunder- 
clap (Barclay, Talmud, p. 16, note). 

The Greek word <cepaw6», like Lat. fulmen, de- 
notes thunder and lightning together. It is used 
in Wis 19" of the punishment of the Egyptians at 
the Exodus (EV ' thunders'), and in 2 Mac 10* of 
certain human missiles of destruction (AV ' light- 
nings,' RV 4 thunderbolts '). xtpaArucu is the LXX 
tr. of in Is 30*', where all the phenomena of a 
thunderstorm occur in the context as metaphors 
for the disasters awaiting Assyria. AV renders 
raj ' scattering,' RV * blast,' RVm ' crash,' De- 
litzsch ' cloud-burst.' 

In Ps 78* 'thunderbolt' is the tr. of (mg. 
' hailstone '). For tha meaning of this word see 
under Coal, 4. vol. i. p. 451 b . In Job 39" AV 
has 'thunder' as a mistranslation of fiojp (RV 
' quivering mane '). James Patrick. 

THYATIRA (Qvirupa) was an important and 
wealthy city in the northern part of Lydia, in a 
district which was in early times sometimes 
assigned to Mysia ; and it was sometimes called 
'the last city of the Mysians,'* owing to the un- 
certainty about national boundaries in Asia Minor. 
In its situation in the open fertile valley of the 
Lycos, a stream that flows south-west from the 
Mysian frontier to join the Herrnus, it must have 
been a settlement (doubtless a large village beside 
a temple, after the Anatolian fashion) from the ear- 
liest time ; and according to Pliny and Stephanns 
it was then called Pelopia Euippa Semiramis ; but 
these seem to be mere epithets, and the name 
Thyateira is probably an old Lydian word, mean- 
ing 'the town or citadel of Thya': Teira occurs 
as a Lydian city name. But the importance of 
Thyatira began when it was refounued with a 
colony of Macedonians by Seleucus Nikator be- 
tween B.C. 301 and 281. t Its history as a Greek 

• Steph. Bye. $.v. So Iconium was ' the lost city of Phrygia.' 
t So Stephanus ; but Schuchhanlt (A then. Mitth. 1888, p. Iff.) 
attributes the new foundation to a later date in the 3rd cent., 
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city dates from that time ; and it continued to l>e 
a rich and busy commercial city throughout ancient 
times. The peacefulness and prosperity of its de- 
velopment afford little for the' historian to record. 
Antioclius the (treat lay encamped there for a time 
in B.c. 190, until he was forced to retire on Mag- 
nesia ; and the decisive battle against the Romans 
under Scipio was fought between the two cities. 
Thyatira derived its importance strictly from the 
valley in which it was situated, and not from lying 
on a great trade route. Hence it was limited in 
its development by the restriction of its range, and 
it never became a metropolis or leading city of 
Asia, nor was it honoured with the Neokorate in 
the State cultus of the emperors. Ptolemy, indeed, 
styles it metropolis of Lydia (v. ii. 16) ; but the 
title never occurs in inscriptions or on coins, and is 
probably erroneously given. The epithets by which 
Thyatira sought to glorify itself are therefore 
rather vague in character, Xa/iTpordrq, 6Wjj*m>t££tjj, 
fuyluT-t], etc. But in a.d. 215 Caracal la passed 
through the city, and issued an edict (which came 
before, and was probably addressed to the Koinon 
of Asia, and was of course carried into effect by 
vote of the Koinon), ordering that it should be one 
of the seats of conventus of the Province (iSupljvaTo 
t~0 warplSi ijfuoy rijr dyopdf tCi* Sueur). 

In regard to religion, Thyatira also rejoiced in 
the title 4 the holy city of the wpordrup debt 'HXtos 
Tlvffioi Tvpipvcuoi 'AjroAXtdf ' (just as Ephesus boasted 
itself the city of Artemis); and the inscriptions 
often mention the patron god. The coins often 
show the horseman-god Tyrimnos, with double- 
axe on shoulder (a figure common under various 
names in Lydian and Phrygian cities), and a god- 
dess of the Greek Artemis type, called Boreitene. 
But Boreitene is simply a surname of the god- 
dess who was worshipped along with the patron 
god, probably derived from some locality m the 
territory of the city with which the goddess 
was specially associated. The Boreitene Artemis 
was, undoubtedly, closely related to the Ephesian 
Artemis on the one hand, and to. the East 
Lydian and Pontic Anaitis (Persian in origin, 
called Persike on the coins of the neighbouring 
Hieroca?sareia) on the other. Apollo Tyrimnaios 
is known only from the inscriptions, which show 
that there was a sacred temenos, with a propylceum, 
containing doubtless a temple : games called 
Tyrimnaia, in honour of the god, are also men- 
tioned. The priest of Apollo and the priestess of 
Artemis were husband and wife (Dull. Corretp. 
Hellin. xi. p. 478, No. 57), showing how intimate 
was the relation between the two deities in the 
Thyatiran cult. This deity was IlpijroXtt (with his 
temple in front of, not inside, the city) and llpo- 
rdrup (patron of the city, and ancestor of some 
leading family or families, doubtless priestly fami- 
lies, in it). Tyrimnos was evidently the > ancient 
Lydian sun-god,* identified with the Greek Apollo 
Pythius. Lnder the Roman empire the worship 
or Apollo Tyrimnaios was united with the cult of 
the emperors, as we see in the ceremony of the 
Sebasto-Tyrimmean festival (rijs Ze/tarrefov koI 
Tvptfur//ov xanrryvpem). The worship of Artemis 
and Apollo was conjoined with mysteries, which 
were under the direction of the priestess (CIG 
3507). 

Further, there was outside of the city (rpb tjjj 
v&Xcw) a shrine of the Oriental (Chaldsean, or 
Persian, or Hebrew) Sibyl Sambethe, or Sam bathe, 
in the sacred precinct of the Chaldsean (vpbs t<? 

and regards Thyatira as a Seleucid garrison founded to resist 
the growing Pergaraenian power. 

• We cannot adopt the view of Blakesley in Smith's DB and 
others, that Tyrimnos (as they wrongly call him) was a Mace- 
donian deitv brought by the colonists iron) their own country. 
They may have brought the name (Tyrimmas was a mythical 
Macedonian king), but not the religious institution. 



ZatfadeLv ir r<? XaXSalov *epiB6\ V S CIG 35»9). It 
may be taken as certain that this shrine was a seat 
of soothsaying, and that a prophetess was the re- 
cipient of inspiration and uttered the oracles at 
the shrine. It is also highly probable that this 
foundation arose from an eclectic religious system, 
combining some Hebrew conceptions with pagan 
forms and sustoms. So much may be taken as 
generally admitted ; but to this Scniirer (Die Pro- 
phet in Isabel in Thyatira t) lias added the, at first 
sight, attractive theory that the woman Jezebel 
of Rev 2 20 was the prophetess at the shrine, who 
perhaps played the part of the Sibyl herself, and 
whose character was perhaps not purely heathen 
but contained a mixture of Jewish elements. We 
cannot, however, consider this probable. While we 
must agree with Scniirer and many older scholars 
that 1 Jezebel ' here denotes a definite woman, the 
context seem 8 to require a woman of great influ- 
ence within the Thyatiran Church (like Jezebel 
within the kingdom of Israel), in all probability 
an official, active, prominent in religious observ- 
ances, claiming to be and accepted in the Church 
(<tym) as one of those prophetesses who were so im- 
portant in the early Church, using her position to 
disseminate her own views, maintaining and teach- 
ing the doctrine (against which the letter inveighs 
so bitterly) that it was possible to be a Christian 
and yet remain a member of ordinary pagan society 
and belong to the social clubs, which, were so char- 
acteristic of pagan life, and fulfilled many useful 
purposes of a charitable or beneficial kind, but were 
(according to St. John and St. Paul alike) inextric- 
ably implicated in idolatrous observances, and con- 
ducive to luxury and sensual enjoyment.! The 
person who was condemned so strenuously by the 
author was not a pagan prophetess, but a danger 
within the Church, and the Church itself is cen- 
sured for treating her with allowance and respect 
instead of casting her out with abhorrence. Y et a 
time for repentance is granted even to her, before 
her punishment shall come upon her. 

Tne passage of Rev. places us amid the difficulties 
besetting the Thyatiran Christians in the early 
period of the Church. The population of the city 
was divided into trade-guilds, many of which are 
mentioned in inscriptions. To belong to the guild 
was a most important matter for every trades- 
man or artisan ; it aided his business, and brought 
him many advantages socially. Each guild was 
a corporate body, possessing considerable powers, 
directed by elected officers, passing decrees in 
honour of Roman officials or other persons who 
hod aided it, possessing property or revenues 
under its own direction, constructing works for 
the public; many of them, if not all, were benefit 
societies for mutual aid, and showed vigorous life, 
and were on the whole healthy and praiseworthy 
associations. 

The objection to the guilds from the Christian 
point of view was twofold. In the first place, the 
bond which held a guild together lay always in the 
common religion in which all united, and in the 
common sacrificial meal of which all partook ; the 
members ate and drank fellowship and brother- 
hood in virtue of the pagan deity whom they 
served. In the existing state of society it was 
impossible to dissociate membership of a guild 
from idolatry, and the idolatry was of a kind 
that by its symbolism and its efficacy exerted 

* From a single reference it is impossible to determine 
whether a Chaldasan deity, or a ChakUoan who instituted and 
regulated the cultus, is meant. M. Clerc (da Rebut Tkfatir. 
pp. 23, 79) puts the shrine of the Sibyl near the Chakbean's 
precinct ; but the inscription defines the position of the grave 
as by the Sibyl's shrine in the Chaktaan's precinct. 

t In Theolog. AbhandL Wnudeker gewidmet, 1882, p. 39 ff. 

i On this see Expotitor, Dec. 1900, p. 429 If. ; Feb. 1901, p. 
93 ff. 
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great influence on its adherents, making them 
members of a unity which was essentially non- 
Christian and anti-Christian. In the second place, 
the common banquets were celebrated amid cir- 
cumstances of revelry and enjoyment that were 
far from conducive to strict morality, as is evident 
from representations of the feasts in such clubs ; 
see Bulletin de Oorresp. UelUn. 1900, p. 592 ff., and 
authorities there quoted. 

But, considering the many good characteristics 
in these guilds, it was a serious question whether 
the Christian converts were bound to cut them- 
selves off absolutely from them. In Rev 2?"' we 
see that the question had not yet been decisively 
answered in the Thyatiran Church, but was still 
under discussion : one influential female member, 
who was generally believed to be inspired, taught 
that Christians might continue in their guilds and 
share in the duties and privileges thereof. On the 
other hand there was a section of that Church (Rev 
SP*) which opposed the teaching of the prophetess 
in this respect ; we should probably gather from 
the whole passage that this section was the minor- 
ity in the Church. This minority shares in tho 
general condemnation of 2 40 for surfer ing the woman 
Jezebel : they had not condemned her absolutely, 
but treated her teaching as mistaken in this one 
point, while otherwise regarding her as worthy of 
respect. The minority, however, is not threatened 
with any further penalty, provided they continue 
to reject the teaching of the prophetess. Thus the 
letter to Thyatira reveals to us a very early stage 
in Christian history. The very first problems, 
which must have faced the Christians in the 
iEgean cities, connected with their relation to 
the pagan society and institutions, are still un- 
settled. No final decision had yet been come to 
in Thyatira on the subject ; and contrary opinions 
were maintained by members of the same com- 
munity. The decision had indeed been pronounced 
by St. Paul as regards Corinth,* but in somewhat 
veiled and general terms, and had not as yet 
become the current and definite principle of all 
the Churches. As regards date, it might appear 
that this points to an earlier period than the reign 
of Domitian, and favours the earlier date for Rev. 
which many scholars have advocated ; but a single 
detail is not conclusive, and exceptional circum- 
stances must be admitted as possible in outlying 
communities like Thyatira and Pergamum (Rev 
2"). In Ephesus, the administrative centre of the 
Asian Churches, the decision of the Church was 
already fixed (Rev 2 s ). Here it is implied that the 
error of the prophetess had already been denounced, 
' and I gave her time that she should repent ' (2 31 ). 
It is only after that previous formal warning that 
her punishment is now denounced as immediate : 
her followers have still an opportunity of escaping 
the punishment, if they repent, but otherwise it 
will affect them and her together. 

The punishment denounced is illustrated by the 
nature of such guild-feasts, as shown in ancient 
reliefs. The members and worshippers reclined on 
couches at the banquet ; and it is probable that the 
gXlrij of Rev 2 s * should be understood, not as a bed 
(A V and RV), but as a couch : ' I set her on a couch, 
and her associates alongside of her (no longer for 
the revelry of their idolatrous celebrations, but) 
for tribulation ' (see Expositor, Feb. 1901, p. 99 tf.). 

Apart from this serious fault, the Church of 
Thyatira is praised highly for its energetic and 
truly Christian conduct, and for its steady progress : 
• thy last works are more tfian the first. 

Tne guild of coppersmiths (xoX*e«) seems to have 
been influential in Thyatira (see inscription in 
Bvll. Corr. Hell. x. p. 407, belonging to the early 
imperial times). The type on coins, Hephaistos 
•IColOlM". 



forging a helmet, probably refers to the bronze 
trade ; and perhaps the enigmatic allusion *o the 
unknown x a **°^'0w°* would be undersloid, if 
more could be learned about the Thyatiran bronze 
or copper work. Mr. Blakesley has suggested that 
the description of the Son of God, whose feet were 
like chalculibanoa (Rev 2 U ), may have been sug- 
gested by the way in which the tutelary deity of 
the city was represented in Thyatira. 

The guild of dyers is mentioned in several in- 
scriptions. M. Clerc's view, that the dyeing in 
Thyatira was performed in ancient times 'with 
madder-root, rubia (as in the mediaeval and modern 
trade), not with the juice of the shell-fish (as in 
Tyre and Laconia), nor with the worm Coccus ilicis 
(k6kkos), may be regarded as practically certain ; 
and in that case the purple stuffs which the 
Thyatiran Lydia sold in Philippi (Ac 16 M ) were 
dyed with what is, in modern times, called ' Turkey 
red' (as the purple proper, the scarlet of the 
coccus, and the red of rubia seem to have been all 
included under the generic title purple). 

Thyatira lay close to the road connecting Per- 
gamum with Sardis, and hence is placed between 
the two in the list of the Seven Churches of Asia 
(Rev 1"). No evidence remains as to how and 
when Christianity reached the city, except that, if 
we press the words of Ac 19 10 , the new religion 
was preached there by some of St. Paul's coadjutors 
and helpers during his first residence in Ephesus. 

The modern town of Ak-Hissar occupies the site, 
approximately, of the ancient Thyatira. It is a 
busy commercial town, possessing a railway station 
and a considerable industry in carpet-making, etc. 
The population is about 20,000, of whom 7000 are 
Christians. 

Literature. — CI ere, de rebus Thyatirenorum, Puis, 1893; 
8t«fch, Antiquitatum Thpatirenarum Libri duo, ZwoUte, 1768; 
Zaka, rttfi rit mt viXu* Huan.^.,, Athens, 1900 (tr. from Clerc, 
with some additions and corpus of Thyatiran inscriptions); 
Imhoof-Blumer in Reoue Suisse A'umisin. vii. 

W. M. Ramsay. 
THYINE WOOD (£uAoe Offivov, lignum tkyinum). 
—The product of Thuja articulata, Deaf., a tree 
of the order Conifercc, growing in the Atlas. It 
is of the same genus as the lignum vitcc, arid was 
specially valued by the Greeks and Romans for 
tables. It formed part of the precious merchandise 
of Babylon [RomeJ (Rev 18" AVm * sweet wood '). 
It is dark brown, very hard and durable, and 
withal fragrant. G. E. Post. 

TIBERIAS (Tt/Sr/xds) is unlike most cities in 
Palestine in that we have a definite account of its 
origin, and can fix pretty accurately the date when 
it was built. Herod Antipas, the ruler of Galilee, 
was its founder, and it was named in honour of 
the emperor Tiberius. In the very beginning of 
his reign Antipas had already honoured Julia the 
mother of Tiberius, by rebuilding Betharamatha 
or Betharamptha (the Beth-harara of Jos 13* 7 ), and 
calling it J ulias or Livias. This was on the Shittim 
Plain east of Jericho. At a later period, some 
time between A.D. 20 and A.D. 30, Tiberias was 
built on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee. We 
are able to fix its site, because Josephus (Ant. xviii. 
ii. 3) says that there were warm baths at no great 
distance from it in a place called Emmaus (the 
Hammath of Jos 19"). 

To secure sufficient room for the new city, an old 
cemetery had to be removed ; and this fact, on 
account of the law of defilement by dead bodies, 
created a prejudice against it in the minds of the 
stricter Jews, which took a long time to overcome. 
Hammath was an ancient fortified town, and, as 
was customary, the dead were buried without the 
walls. These graves may have been a part of the 
cemetery of that old city, since the site of Antipas' 
new city was nearly a mile to the north of it. It 
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is a curious historical fact that, while at the 
beginning the Jews thought Tiberias unclean, so 
that they could hardly be forced to settle there, at 
last in the course of time they chose it as one of 
their sacred cities (see below). 

People from various quarters helped to make up 
the first inhabitants of Tiberias. Some foreigners 
came, some poor people were compelled to make it 
their residence, and many persons who were ' not 
quite freemen' were brought thither and given 
certain privileges in the way of houses and lands. 
Some of those who settled there, however, are 
described as persons of wealth and position. The 
place grew rapidly, gates, colonnades, and marble 
statues made the streets attractive. Soon Tiberias 
could boast of ' the finest synagogue in Galilee,' a 
device of Herod to conciliate the Jews. From all 
accounts at our command, the city, touching the 
water of the lake, must have been beautiful, and 
its social* and political importance were assured 
when Antipas removed thither from Sepphoris, till 
then the capital of Galilee, the seat of Ms govern- 
ment. His palace was a building of elegance, with 
costly furnishings, and in it was a large amount of 
the royal treasure (Jos. Life, xii. 13). 

The Gr. character of the town may be the reason 
why, although Christ was so thoroughly identi- 
fied for long with the Sea of Galilee, there is no 
evidence that He ever visited Tiberias, the new 
capital of the civil ruler to whom He was subject. 
The NT has little to say about this city ; once the 
fact is mentioned that ' boats came from Tiberias ' 
near to the spot where the Feeding of the Five 
Thousand took place (Jn 6**); further than this 
the Gospels are silent. 

At the time of the war with Rome, A.D. 66-70, 
Tiberias was one of the chief cities of Galilee. It 
had a council of 600 members. Its citizens were 
loyal to the national cause. When Gaius wanted to 
set up his statue in the temple at Jerusalem these 
people made such a desperate resistance, showing 
that they were ready to die rather than have their 
laws transgressed [Ant. xvm. viii. 3), that the fool- 
ish project was at last abandoned. The strength 
of the place is shown by the fact that Vespasian led 
against it three legions before its inhabitants would 
open their gates to him. Another change awaited 
'I iberias, this time one of humiliation, when Herod 
Agrippa II. degraded it from being the chief city, 
and restored that honour to Sepphoris, where he 
kept the public archives and had stored a magazine 
of arms. 

If in this way Tiberias lost political prestige, it 
gained in another direction, for after the destruction 
of Jerusalem it became the chief centre of Jewish 
schools and learning, so that it has a large place 
in the history of Palestine, and indeed of the 
world, while its rival Sepphoris is practically for- 
gotten. At one time during this flourishing period 
its synagogues numbered no fewer than thirteen. 
Here the Minima and the Palestinian Talmud were 
compiled and published, c. A.D. 220 and A.D. 420 
respectively. The beautiful situation of the city, 
some of the noted scholars who either lived or were 
buried there,- the hot springs which helped to make 
the place famous, and the earthquakes from which 
it has occasionally suffered, have been mentioned 
under Galilee, and GALILEE (Sea of). 

The founder of this city is remembered as the 
murderer of John the Baptist, and as l>eing present 
in Jerusalem at the passover when Jesus was 
arrested and put to death (Lk 23 7 ). What was 
once attractive is now a place of filth and misery. 
On the shore S. of the town are some interesting 
ruins, which, could they l>e properly excavated, 
might reveal remains and possibly treasures of this 
royal city of Herod Antipas. Tabariyeh (the 
modern name of the town) has a population of 



500i) or 6U0O souls, made up of a few Christians, 
some Mohammedans, and a large number of Jews, 
It has a Protestant mission with a school and a 
resident physician. 

Ltoratvhk.— Schurar, HJP n. I. US ft. ; G. A. Smith 
EOHL 447 ff. ; Neubauer, Gtog. du Talm. 208 ff. ; Greets, (Jeteh 
d. Judtn, Iv. 478 ; Reland, Pal. II. 1040 ; Robinson, BRP iii 
342 ff. ; Hitter, JSrdkunde, xv. 315 ff. ; Baedeker-Socin, Pat 
382 ff. ; Ouerin, GaliUe, L 260 ff. ; Merrill, Eatt of Jordan 
125 f. ; de Saulcy, Journey in Bible Land*, li. SWf. ; SUntej 
Sinai and Pal. 848 ff. SELAH M ERR ILL. 

TIBERIAS, SEA OP (Jn 21 1 ). — See Galilei 
(Sea of). 

TIBERIUS (T</9l/Mot). — The second Roman em 
peror, a.d. 14-37. The former is the date ol 
Tiberius' accession on the death of Augustus. 
But there is good reason to suppose that St. Luke 
(3 1 ) in his reference to the 15th year of the reign 
of Tiberius Csesar, as the beginning of John the 
Baptist's ministry, is reckoning from the date of 
Tiberius' association with Augustus in the empire 
some two years before the death of the latter. 
For the argument see art. Chronologv of NT 
in vol. i. p. 405 f. The exact year of Tiberius' 
adoption by his stepfather in the government 
is not known. Mo nun Hen puts it A.D. 11, other 
authorities A.D. 13. Perhaps the use of the word 
iryeporia (AV and RV * reign ') implies that Tiberius 
was only acting as regent betore the death of 
Augustus. From the evidence of coins struck at 
this date it is shown that it was customary to 
regard Tiberius' reign as beginning A.D. 12 or 
A.U.C. 765. This reign spread over the most 
momentous period in Christian chronology. In it 
occurred our Lord's ministry and death (A.D. 29) ; 
the Resurrection ; the pouring out of the Holy 
Ghost ; the martyrdom of St. Stephen, and the 
general persecution that immediately followed. 
All allusions to Ctesar during our Lord's life, e.g. 
in the case of the tribute money and the taunt 
levelled against Pilate, 'Thou art not Cipsar's 
friend,' refer to Tiberius. The lost years of his 
reign witnessed the conversion of St. Paul and the 
beginning of his preaching. 

Tiberius at his accession retained Valerius Gratus 
as procurator of Judaea, in order to lessen the fre- 
quent changes, and thus diminish the extortion in 
the provinces. Each new governor, expecting only 
a short lease of power, exacted as much as possible 
in the shortest time. Gratus deposed Annas and 
made his son Eleazar, and afterwards Caiaphas, his 
son-in-law, high priest. Pontius Pilate, the suc- 
cessor of Gratus, was also appointed by Tiberius, 
and was the nominee of Sejanus, the emperor's un- 
principled favourite. 

The name Tiberias, given to the city and lake, 
was intended by Herod Antipas as a compliment 
to the reigning emperor. See art. Tiberias. 

C. H. Prichard. 

TIBHATH (nn^p 'extensive,' 'level'; B Mfra- 
#faa$, A Marc/310 ; Thebath). — A city of Hadarezer, 
king of Zobah, from which David took much 
brass ( 1 Ch 18 8 ). In 2 S 8 8 the name of the town is 
Betah, but the original reading was probably Tebah, 
as intheSyriac version, and as a tribal name in Gn 
22*. The site of Tibhath is unknown, but it was 
possibly on the eastern slopes of Anti-Lebanon, 
between which range and the Euphrates Aram- 
zobah is supposed to have been situated. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TIBNI ('}3B ; B eatutt, A Oafwl, Luc. Gapt„ t l).— 
After the seven days' reign of ZlMRI had ended in 
his death in the flames of his palace, Tibni disputed 
the throne for four years (compare 1 K 16" with 
v. a ) with Omri, whose sway was acknowledged 
only after the death of Tibni and his brother 
J oram. Our knowledge of Joram we owe to the 
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LXX, whose addition (in 1 K 16 a ) *al 'lupdp. 6 
iSe\<pdi airrov iv rip Kaiptp ixtirip no doubt preserves 
an original trm nj?a rnn ni which has dropped out 
of the Ueb. text. 

TIDAL (Vyjp; A Qa\yd, Oa\yd\, Luc. QapydX; 
Thad(U).—King of Goiim, who, along with Arioch 
of Ellasar and Amraphel of Shinar, followed his 
suzerain, Chedorlaomer of Elam, in his campaigns 
in Palestine (Gn 14 1,9 ). His name has recently 
been found * by Mr. Pinches in a cuneiform tablet 
(Hp. iii. 2. 13) under the form of Tudghula in con- 
nexion with Eri-Aku of Larsa, Khamniu[rabi] of 
Babylon, and Kudur-Laghghamar of Elam. Tud- 
ghula is here called the son of Gazza[ni]. In 
another tablet relating to the same historical 
events we read : ' Who is Kudur - Laghghamar, 
the worker of evil ? He has assembled the Um man 
Manda, he has laid waste the people of Bel {i.e. 
the Babylonians), and [has marched] at their side.' 
The U in man Manda, or ' Barbarian Hordes,' were 
the mountaineers who lived to the north of Elam, 
and the name given to them is the Bab. equivalent 
of the Heb. Goiim. It seems probable, therefore, 
that Tudghula or Tidal came from the mountains 
N.E. of Babylonia. A. H. Sayck. 

TIGLATH - PILESER fip^nfys ; B 'AXyrffeX- 

Xdaap,, Ba\yad<pt\\iffap, &a\ya\<pc\\6.0ap, A ' \y\ad- 
<paWdoap, Luc. Qty\a<pa\dffaf> ; Assyr. Tvkjdti-Pal- 
Esarra, ' (my) trust is (Ninip) the son of E-Sarra,' 
E-Sarra signifying 'the House of Hosts.' The 
Heb. spelling of the first part of the name is 
peculiar, but precisely the same spelling is found 
in the Aram, inscriptions of Zinjerli, which are 
contemporaneous with the reign of Tiglath-pileser. 
In 1 Ch 5 8 - * and 2 Ch 28* we lind the corrupt 
form Tilgath-pilneier [ip^yni^n ; B Qa\yapai>do-ap, 
Qa.y»a<paii&aap, Qa\ya<fx\\d5ap ; A Oay\a0<paXi>derap ; 
Luc. BtyXa&ipaXdarap]). 

The Tiglath-pileser of OT is Tiglath-pileser III. 
of the native monuments, whose original name 
was Pulu (the Pul of 2 K 15 19 ). 'He usurped the 
Assyr. crown, the 13th day of Iyyar, B.C. 745, after 
the fall of the older Assyr. dynasty, and assumed 
the name of Tiglath-pileser from that of a famous 
Assyr. king and conqueror who had reigned four 
centuries previously. In Babylonia, however, he 
continued to be known by his original name Pulu. 

Tiglath-pileser ill., the founder of the second 
Assyr. empire, was a man of great ability, both 
military and administrative. He introduced a 
new system of policy, the object of which was to 
weld the whole of W. Asia into a single empire, 
bound together by a bureaucratic organization. 
It was the first experiment in political centraliza- 
tion. He also established a standing army, which 
he made, by careful training and equipment, an 
irresistible engine of war. And it was he who 
first devised the system of satrapies and finance 
which prevailed in the Persian empire of later days. 

Immediately after his accession he marched into 
Babylonia, where he subdued the Aramaean tribes 
and united the northern portion of the country to 
Assyria. In B.C. 744 he chastised the wild tribes 
on the eastern frontiers of his kingdom, penetrating 
into the remotest parts of Media Next he had to 
defend himself against Sarduris II. of Ararat and 
his allies from Asia Minor. These he defeated in 
a pitched battle, capturing no fewer than 72,950 
soldiers of the enemy as well as the city of Arpad 
in N. Syria. Here he received tribute from 
various princes, including Iiezin of Damascus 
and Hiram of Tyre. Arpad, however, revolted 
immediately afterwards. In B.C. 742, accordingly, 

• King, Letter! of Hammurabi, L (1898) p. liii, and Ball, 
Light from the Eatt, p. 70, however, question these identifica- 
tions. 



he began the siege of it; but it did not fall till 
B.C. 740. In B.C. 739 the Assyrians came into 
conflict with Azariah of Judah (not Yadi in N. 
Syria, as has recently been suggested ; but see art. 
Uzziah, and Assyria, vol. i. p. 185 b ), whose allies 
from Hamath were overthrown, and the 19 dis- 
tricts of Hamath placed under Assyr. governors. 
Meanwhile the Assyr. generals had suppressed a 
revolt among the Arainaian tribes in Babylonia. 
Transportations of the conquered populations now 
took place on a large scale. This was the be- 
ginning of a policy which was afterwards more 
fully developed by the Assyr. and Bab. kings. 
Tribute was again brought to Tiglath-pileser by 
the kings of Asia Minor, Syria, and Palestine, 
among them being Menahem of Samaria (2 K 15 ,v ). 

In B.C. 737 there was another campaign in the 
east, the Medes and other neighbouring tribes 
being overrun, and in 736 war again broke out 
with Ararat. In B.C. 735 Ararat itself was in- 
vaded, and, though the capital Dhuspas (now Van) 
resisted capture, the country round it was ravaged 
to the extent of 450 miles. Next year (B.C. 734) 
Tiglath-pileser was summoned to the help of Ahaz 
of Judah, called Jehoahaz in the cuneiform texts, 
who had been attacked by Pekah of Israel and 
Rezin of Damascus. Rezin was defeated in a 
decisive battle, and fled to his capital, which was 
thereupon closely invested by the Assyrians. 
With another portion of his army 'T. now ravaged 
16 districts of Syria, captured Samahla (the 
modern Zinjerli), and descended on the kingdom 
of Samaria Gilead and Abel-[Beth-Maacah] were 
annexed to Assyria (2 K 15 28 ); tribute was received 
from Ammon and Moab; the Philistine cities, 
Ekron, Ashdod, and Ashkelon, were conquered, and 
Gaza was plundered. Edom was also compelled to 
submit as well as Samsi, queen of the Arabs of 
Saba or Sheba. Various cities of N. Arabia, in- 
cluding Tema (now Teima), were taken at the same 
time. In B.C. 732 Damascus fell at last, Bezin 
was put to death, and an Assyr. satrap appointed 
in his place. After the capture of Damascus, T. 
held a court there, which was attended by the 
subject princes, Kustaspi of Comagene, Urikki 
of fcue, Sibittibaal of Gebal, Eniel of Hamath, 
Panammu of Samahla, Tarkhu-lara of Gurgum, 
Suluval of Milid (Malatiyeh), Uas-survi of Tubal, 
Uskhitti of Tuna, Urpalla of Tukhana, Tu- 
khammu of Istunda, Matan-baal of Arvad, Sanibu 
of Aminon, Solomon (Salamanu) of Moab, Metintiof 
Ashkelon, Jehoahaz (Yahu-khazi) of Judah, I£aus- 
malaka of Edom, and Khanun (Hanno) of Gaza. 
It was while he was at Damascus that Ahaz saw 
the altar of which he sent the pattern to Jerusalem 
(2 K 16 ,0ff ). Soon afterwards Uas-survi of Tubal 
revolted : for this the people were fined, and a new 
king established over them. Metennaof Tyre was 
also forced to become tributary to Assyria, and to 
pa}' 150 talents of gold to the Assyrian exchequer. 
.About B.C. 730 (or perhaps 733) Pekah of 
Samaria was murdered by Hoshea, whom T. 
claims to have appointed to the throne. In B.C. 
731 the Assyr. king marched into Babylonia, and 
received an embassy from Merodach-baladan, the 
Kalda prince who ruled in the marshes at the 
mouths of the Tigris and Euphrates. But it was 
not until B.c. 728 that he succeeded in occupying 
Babylon and receiving the crown from the hands 
of Bel, thereby making his title to the throne 
legitimate, ana becoming king of Western Asia 
de jure. In the following year, B.C. 727, in the 
early part of the month Tenet, he died. He had 
built two palaces— one at Nineveh, the other at 
Calah (now Nimrud). A. H. Sayck. 

TIGRIS. — See Hiddekkl. The Tigris rise* 
a little south of Lake Giiljik, and flows south- 
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ward to Diarbekr. After passing Diarbekr, it 
receives the eastern Tigris (which rises in the 
Niphates mountains) at Osraan Kieui. Then it 
flows through narrow gorges into the plateau of 
Mesopotamia, where it receives from the east the 
Greater and Lesser Zab, the Adhein or Kadanu, 
and the Diyaleh or Tornadotus. On the E. bank, 
opposite Mosul, were Nineveh and Calah, a little 
N. of the junction of the Tigris and Greater Zab ; 
and on the W. bank, N. of the Lesser Zab, was 
Aasur (now Kalah Sherghat), the primitive capital 
of Assyria. The Tigris is about 1150 miles in 
length, and rises rapidly in March and April owing 
to the melting of the snows, falling again after the 
middle of May. A. H. Sayce. 

TIKYAH (iiijn).— 1. The father-in-law of HULDAH 
the prophetess, 2 K 22 w (B QtKKotnii, A BfKKovi, 
Luc. QtKovt), called in 2 Ch 34" Tokhath (KerS 
nnpp, K6th. napw ; B KaOovdX, A QaKovdd, Luc. Qcicut). 
2. The father of Jahzeiah, a contemporary of 
Ezra, Ezr 10" (B 'EX*«d, A Gckov4), called in 1 Es 9" 
Thocanua. 

TILE, TILING (n^, Ktpap.m).— In Ezk 4 1 «tile' 
is the renderbig of rjk, which is elsewhere tr. 
* brick ' (LXX rAMot). See Brick. 

In Lk 5'», in the account of the healing of the para- 
lytic at Capernaum, the sufferer is said to have been 
let down <5iA rQiv KtpdpMr (AV ' through the tiling,' 
RV through the tiles'). The parallel passage (Mk 
2 4 ) is more detailed in its expressions (dirtffTiyaaaj> 
ri)r ariyri* . . . xal H-opOI-avTes), and a difficulty has 
been felt in reconciling these with Luke's phrase. 
The roofs of Oriental houses are usually formed by 
laying tree trunks with the branches and twigs from 
wall to wall. Above these is a layer of earth about 
a foot thick, and over this is spread a paste of clay 
and straw, which hardens in the sun and renders 
the roof impervious to rain. This upper layer 
needs to be renewed at the beginning of the winter 
season (Nowack, Heb. Arch. i. 140 ; Benzinger, Heb. 
Arch. 116). Mark's account seems to suggest the 
break ing-up of 'such a roof as this, while Luke's 
expression does not, and various explanations of 
the latter have been attempted. The idea of a 
door or trap in the roof does not fit either narra- 
tive. It has been suggested that ita rwr jcepd/t&w 
is to be understood in the general sense of 'through 
the roof,' though, if taken literally, the words would 
be more applicable to Greek and Roman houses 
than to those of Palestine. Another explanation 
is that the court of the house was partly roofed 
over but had an opening above the centre, which 
was covered in wet weather by tiles, which could 
be easily removed (so Godet, following Delitzsch, 
Ein Tag in Capernaum, 44-46). The best view, 
however, is that of Tristram (Eastern Customs in 
Bible Lands, 34, 35), who states that ordinary 
Galilcean houses of the present day have a court 
separated from the street by a wall on one side, 
while on the other three sides it is surrounded By 
apartments opening into it. The roofs of these 
apartments are always of earth and lime, firmly 
pressed down and whitewashed. The roof may be 
supported by pillars on the side next the court, 
from which the rooms may be separated only by 
movable curtains. From the roof proper, however, 
eaves stretch over the court for six feet or more. 
These are supported on light rafters, and are covered 
with matting or with shingles (wooden tiles) lightly 
tacked together. The principal apartment is on 
the side of the court away from the street. In the 
case before us both this and the court itself would 
be full of people, and Jesus, in order to be heard by 
all, would be standing at the outer margin of the 
room. Access could be gained to the roof by an 
mtside stairway, and if the covering of the eaves 



were removed, as it could easily be, the paralytic 
could be let down from the edge of the roof propel 
to the very spot where Jesus was. The expressions 
in Mark, though applicable to the breaking through 
of an earthen roof, describe this proceeding equally 
well. James Patrick. 

TILGATH-PILNESER. — See Tiglath-pileser. 

TILON (KM rtV'p, Kith. pSin ; B A OiKJw, 

Luc. OuXtlp.).— A son of Shimon, 1 Ch 4 W . 

TIMjEUB, only Mk 10*.— Father of the blind 
beggar Bartim^US (vol. i. p. 248). If the name lie 
Greek, it must be written Tlpaiot, and thus WH 
write even the second name Baprlpaiot ; if it be 
Semitic, like most names in -wot in the NT, it 
must be Ti/uuor, like Zaicx<uo*, Bap6o\ofuuos, etc. 
Both suppositions have their difficulties. Again, 
•the son of Timeeus' (i/ld* Tt/utfoy) seems a mere 
translation of Baprifuuot. Ecclesiastical tradition 
gives to the name the meaning ' blind ' (see 
Onomastica sacra, ed. Lagarde, 176, 35, Bapnualot 
vlbs rv<p\6t ; 66, 10 (Jerome) : Barsemia filius 
caucus, quod et ipsum quidam corrupte Barti- 
nuTum legunt).* up?, k;i?d means ' blind ' ; but how 
are we to get from sime to timail Jastrow (Dic- 
tionary, p. 532; similarly, Krauss, Lehnwdrter) 
mentions from Koh. rabba to Ec 9 7 n ma jntw 't 
•o'o, but Yalk. Koh. 979 has only '*hcv\ and with 
Dal man, Aramdisch - neuhebrdvsches Wbrtcrbuch, 
p. 162, we must perhaps read *9T= Simeon. The 
Thesaurus Syriacus (486, 1462) mentions a place 
JV3. The Syriac Versions, including the Arabic 
Tatian, Syrus Sinaiticus, and the Palestinian Syriac 
(Laud, Anecdota Syriaca, iv. 141), read Timat bar 
Timai, the Egyptian Catena as published by 
Lagarde (1886, p. 101), BAPTIMEA'OC IIcoHPI 
NTIMENOC. Origen connected the name with 
Tt/*iJ (i rijf Ti/x^i ivrilmvpLos) ; Strauss thought of 
iTcrLpMv in v. 48 ; others of n /koo * unclean ' ; Neu- 
bauer (Stndia Biblica, i. 57) would spell it r?*n, 
against the general rule that t=d. The ety- 
mology is still obscure, and so is the relation of 
the account of Mark to that of Luke and Matthew. 
See Schmiedel, Enc. Bibl. i. 489-491 ; Nestle, Mar- 
ginalien, 1893, pp. 83-92 ; art. Bartimjsus in vol 
i. p. 248. Eb. Nestle. 

TIMBREL.— See Tabret. 

TIME.— i. Eras.— The Bible offers insufficient 
data for confident generalizations regarding the 
methods employed at various periods for measur- 
ing and indicating the passage of time. We 
should naturally expect considerable changes in 
these methods as the Israelites passed through 
various phases of civilization and modes of living. 
The literary records, however, do not completely 
reflect all these modified conditions, and just as 
Josephus translates the current Jewish dates of 
his age into their Macedonian equivalents, so 
earlier writers would probably date past events in 
accordance with their own rather than with the 
ancient systems of the calendar. Until the 2nd 
cent. B.c. we know of no fixed era from which 
events were dated by the Israelites. The books of 
the Maccabees show us the Seleucidean era (be- 
ginning B.C. 312) in full force. This era (minyan 
Yevantm ' numbering of the Greeks,' or minyan 
shetaroth ' numbering of documents') was the hrst 
to be adopted and the last to be rejected by the 
Jews ; it survived among the Egyptian Jews till 
the 16th cent. a.d. The ordinary Seleucid era 
began with the autumn of the year B.C. 312; but 
ScEfirer (HJP I. i. p. 37) maintains that the 

• On the Syriac lexicographers (Bar Ali, Bar Bahlul) see 
I Nettle. Marginaiien, p. 87. 
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authors of the books of the Maccabees reckon the 
year from the spring season, though later Jews 
counted from the autumn (Tishri). Wellhausen 
rejects Schiirer's theory (IJG* 258). Several of 
the Hellenistic cities founded along the seacoast 
of Judaea and in the north had eras of their own 
in the Greek period (after Alexander the Great), 
but the only exact Jewish parallel is found in the 
time of Simon the Maccabee (143-2 B.C.). 'In 
the, hundred and seventieth year (of the Seleuci- 
dean era) was the yoke of the heathen taken away 
from Israel. And the people began to write in 
their instruments and contracts, " In the first year 
of Simon the great high priest and captain and 
leader of the Jews" ' (1 Mac 13*')- No documents 
so dated are extant, but it has been doubtfully 
conjectured [but see art. Money in vol. iii. p. 
424 If.] that some silver coins bearing the year 
numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5, and the inscription c'civ 
nenp, etc., refer to this era. That the era of Simon 
was of short duration is certain ; even in 1 Mac. 
(14 27 ) it is only employed side by side with the 
more permanently used Selucidean epoch. 

The prevalent method of dating events both in 
OT ana NT is by regnal years of monarchs, or by 
synchronism with other events [see CHRONOLOGY]. 
1 he Exodus from Egypt was sometimes taken as 
an era (1 K 6 1 , cf. Ex 19\ Nu 33 M ) ; and Ezekiel 
(l 1 ) perhaps turns the reformation of Josiah (B.C. 
622-1) to this purpose. It is unlikely that the 
' thirtieth year refers to Ezekiel's own age [but 
see Buddein Expos. Times, Oct. 1900, p. 39 n., and 
Aug. 1901, p. 525 f.], though the patriarchal dates 
are often collated with the ages of various char- 
acters. At the beginning or the Christian era, 
the Jews were compelled to adopt the year of the 
Roman emperors as their norm (Graetz, History 
of the Jews, Eng. tr. ii. 134). The erection of 
Solomon's temple (1 K 9 10 ), the commencement of 
the Egyptian entanglement (Gn 15 13 ), the Baby- 
lonian Exile (Ezk 33' 21 40 1 ), and such natural 
phenomena as a remarkable earthquake ('two 
years .before the earthquake,' Am l 1 ), were also in 
a minor degree used as eras. Soon after the time 
of Christ, the Jews must have devised a method of 
counting by anno mundi, for the Talmud assumes 
that something like 4000 years separated the 
destruction of the temple from the Creation. The 
dating by A.M. first occurs in the Seder Hadoroth, 
a work attributed to Jose ben Chalafta. The 
Jewish system diners from the Dionysian era (6th 
cent. A.D.), and, while Ussher dates the Christian 
era as 4004 A.M., the current Jewish numbering 
assigns the year 3760 A.M. to the beginning of that 
era. Thus the Jewish year beginning September 
1901 is 5662 A.M. Jews in later times occasionally 
used the Mohammedan era, and dated from the 
Hegira. There is no indication whatever that the 
Jews ever turned the jubilee period to calendar use 
in the same manner in which the Olympiads were 
employed. They may, however, have made use of 
the idea of the dor or ' generation.' 

ii. The Year.— In the main, the Jewish year 
was lunar, with corrections designed to bring 
about a more or less exact correspondence with 
the solar seasons. It seems to have been the view 
of the writer of the first report of the Flood (P) 
that the oldest Hebrew year was a pure lunar 
year, containing 12 lunar months ana 354 days. 
In Gn 7 U (cf. 8") the Flood is said to have lasted 
from the 17th of the 2nd month in one year to the 
27th of the 2nd month in the next year, or 1 year 
and 11 days. This reckoning, as Bcnzinger sug- 

f;ests (Heb. Arch. p. 198), arose through the trans- 
ation of a solar year into its lunar equivalent. 
The actual duration of the Flood was in the 
general Semitic tradition a year, meaning a solar 
year of 385 days. ' In the presupposition that the 



oldest ages had a pure moon year, P, when dating 
the Flood, uses such a year as the basis, and shows 
his archaeological knowledge and his pretended 
historical exactitude by not giving the round 
figure a year, but he gives the right total in an 
inferential manner.' It may, however, well be 
that we have here a genuine tradition of an 
ancient pure lunar year ; moreover, even when 
solar corrections were mode, some Jewish years 
were more or less purely lunar. From another 
factor in the Flood narrative, the 150 days, which 
amounted to 5 months, a year of 12 x 30=360 days 
has been inferred (Schwarz, Der Judische Kalender, 
p. 7). So much is certain, that in the historical 
time the Hebrew year was solar, though the 
months were lunar. The Calendar must have 
been roughly congruous with the cycle of natural 
life. The old Arabs had a sun-year of 365 days 
before Mohammed converted it into the pure lunar 
year of 354 days, which still prevails. 

The fact that solar considerations must early 
have affected the Hebrew Calendar is obvious from 
the cycle of feasts which on the one hand fell in 
definitely fixed lunar months, and on the other 
hand coincided with equally definite seasons of the 
solar year. In the pure lunar year, Passover would, 
in a period of about 34 years, make the round of 
all the four seasons (Schwarz, p. 9). This was 
an impossibility in the Jewish Calendar. How 
the correction was effected we have no means of 
discovering. The lunar character of the Calendar 
must have prevented the intercalation of an odd 
10 or 11 days annually (as Lewisohn suggests, 
Gesch. unci Syst. d. K. p. 6), yet we are nowhere 
told of an intercalary month, unless the law as to 
the deferred Passover (Nu 9 ltf ) be held to be some 
indication of it. The Talmud (Sanhed. 12 a) 
proves the biblical knowledge of the intercalary 
month from 1 K 4 7 , but the argument is ineffective. 
On the other hand, 1 Ch 27, where arrangements 
for the succession of royal officers are only made for 
12 months, cannot be held to prove the total 
ignorance of intercalation of a thirteenth month. 
The knowledge of this method was very ancient in 
Babylon, an intercalated Elul being older than 
the intercalated Adar. The latter, being sacred 
to Aahur, must have been the work of astronomers 
standing under Assyrian authority (Jastrow, Bel. 
of Babylonia and Assyria, p. 463). 

The Babylonian year seems to have consisted 
of 12 lunar months of 30 days each, intercalary 
months being added by the priests when necessary 
(W. Muss - Arnolt. 'The Names of the Assyro- 
Babylonian Months and their Regents,' in JUL 
vol. xi. p. 72 f.). In later times, according to 
Strassmaier and Epping (Astronomitc/tes aus 
Babylon), months of 30 days alternated with 
months of 29 days (Nisan, Tarn muz, Elul, Tishri, 
Kislev, Shebat, and Adar had 30 days, while the 
others had only 29). Muss- Arnolt expresses him- 
self as uncertain whether the intercalary months 
were fixed, or were added whenever the priestly 
directors of the Calendar discovered that the dis- 
agreement between it and the true year had 
become serious. We may fairly assume that the 
latter was the method in ancient Israel, at all 
events till well into the post-exilic period. With- 
out any definite rules a month was prol»ably 
intercalated on occasion, when the discrepancy 
was sufficiently marked (Schwarz, p. 14) to render 
correction imperative. Some have sought to find 
the key to the ancient intercalations in the jubilee 
periods (Zuckermann, Ueber Sabbatjahrcyklus und 
Jobelperiode ; Schwarz, pp. 10-12), with 18 or 19 
intercalary months inserted in every 49 or 50 years. 
All such exact calculations, including those based 
on eras of 8 or 84 years, and more particularly on 
I the Metonic cycle of 19 years, certainly belong to 
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the post - Christian period. Jewish tradition is 
very consistent in its evidence that the old method 
of empiric intercalation both of a monthly day and 
a yearly month prevailed for many centuries after 
Christ (see New Moon). Schiirer (Appendix iii. to 
Division i. vol. ii.) expounds the generally accepted 
view of Jewish scholars as against Wieseler (see, 
however, CHRONOLOGY). Throughout the Middle 
Ages the empiric method partially held its ground. 
Nevertheless, calculation (of which we have early 
indications in Enoch 72 ft'.) must have much aided 
observation, and we read of family traditions 
in the case of Gamaliel (Bosh Ha&hana 25a), and 
the mean duration of the lunar month (about 29$ 
days) must have been known long before the 
destruction of the temple (see the evidence for this 
in Schwarz, p. 19). By the middle of the 2nd 
cent. A.D. the calculated calendar was on the way 
to acceptance (Sanhed. 12a), but it was not fully 
adopted till the 4th cent, under Hillel II. In the 
intervening period the proclamation of New Moon 
and of the intercalary months was still dependent 
on the evidence of eye-witnesses as to the re- 
appearance of the moon on the one hand, and 
the relation of the lunar months to the solar 
seasons on the other. But astronomical calcula- 
tion was certainly utilized as well, and," by ob- 
serving 2 days' new moon in places distant from 
the Patriarchate, some of the difficulties of the 
Diaspora were removed. (See on this and on other 
points of the Rabbinic calendar, Zuckerrrtann, 
Material, zur Ent. dsr altjud. Zeitrechnung). 
The fixing of the Day of Atonement was, how- 
ever, a perennial difficulty until a calculated 
calendar was finally adopted, based on the Metonic 
cycle with variations which do not belong to the 
scope of the present article. 

Beginning of the Year.— -'The Hebrew year had 
begun in the autumn with the month of Sep- 
tember; but side by side with this West-Semitic 
calendar there had also been in use in Palestine 
another calendar, that of Babylonia, according to 
which the year began with Nisan or March. It 
was the Babylonian Calendar which was now 
introduced for ritual purposes. While the civil 
year still began in the autumn, it was ordained 
that the sacred year should begin in the spring. 
The sacred year was determined by the annual 
festivals, and the first of these festivals was hence- 
forth to be the Passover. The beginning of the 
new year was henceforth fixed by the Passover 
moon' (Sayce, EHH p. 178). According to Dill- 
mann (Monatsberichte, Societas Regia Scientiarum, 
Berlin, 1881) both the autumn and the spring new 
years are pre-exilic. The autumn era was, he holds, 
an economic rather than a calendar year ; but, as 
Nowack well remarks, to an agricultural people 
the economic year must have coincided with the 
calendar year. That at all events an economic 
year began in the autumn is clear from such 
phrases as njyn riKi|, rryrr ncpn (' the end of the 
year,' Ex 23 16 34", cf. 1 S 20) used in describing 
the autumn harvest festival. The narrative of the 
Flood places the commencement on the 17th of the 
2nd month, which on an autumn reckoning would 
correspond with the rainy season. The sabbatical 
year began in autumn (Lv 25 9 ), though it was not 
at the beginning of a calendar year (being on the 
10th of the month). The royal years also at one 
time began in the autumn, and the synchronism 
of the Jewish events with the regnal year of 
Nebuchadnezzar in Jeremiah (46 s ) seems to sup- 
port the same conclusion. Dillmann at all events 
infers that the second half of the Jewish royal 
year corresponded with the first half of the Baby- 
Ionian royal year (the fourth year of Jehoiakini 
corresponds both to the first year of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, Jer 25', and to the twenty-first of his pre- 



decessor Nabopolasar, in which the battle of 
Carchemish was fought). 

But besides the autumn year a spring era seems 
also to have been pre-exilic. The use of the term 
-itfn njipn for the resumption of royal campaigns 
(2 S IP, 1 K 20**- » 2 Ch 36 10 ) points to a spring 
era. So also does the order of the feasts. In the 
oldest form (Ex 23 M1 «), as well as in J (Ex 34 l »- a ), 
and Deut. (16 W7 ), the cycle begins with Passover 
and ends with Tabernacles. A Babylonian in- 
fluence, to which was, however, due the intro- 
duction of the new names for the months, need 
not therefore be sought for this fixing of the be- 

f inning of the year in the spring (Ex 12*, and in 
riestly Code tnroughout), but the period of the 
Exile no doubt did mark the completion of the 
change from the autumnal to the vernal equinox. 
By this arrangement the order of the months 
began in Nisan, but the succession of years began 
in Tishri. Josephus is clearly accurate when he 
says {Ant. I. iii. 3) : ' Moses appointed that Nisan, 
which is the same with Xantnicus, should be the 
first month for their festivals, because he brought 
them out of Egypt in that month : so that this 
month began the year, as to all the solemnities 
they observed to the honour of God — although he 
preserved the original order of the months as to 
selling and buying and other ordinary affairs.' 
The Mishna (Bosh Hashana i. 1) enumerates 
four new years— Nisan (for kings and the cycle of 
feasts), Elul (for the tithes of cattle), Tishri (for 

Eears, as at present in the Jewish Calendar, sab- 
atical years and jubilees, and other agricultural 
purposes), Shebat (for trees). * During the Exile,' 
says Benzinger, * the new year seems to have been 
calculated not on the first but on the 10th of the 
7th month (Lv 25», Ezk 40), only later was the 
great Atonement festival fixed on this day.' But 
it may be doubted whetlier the 10th of the 7th 
month was ever the beginning of a calendar year. 
But the 1st of Tishri with its rite of blowing the 
shophdr (see TRUMPET), and its later spiritual 
associations as a day of penitence, acquired great 
importance in the Jewish Calendar. (On the 
history of the New Year Liturgy see Friedmann 
in JQB, vol. i. p. 62 f.). 

Divisions of the Year. —The regular Hebrew 
word for 'year' is nj? (Assyr. sanu 'to change,' 
whence sattu 'year'). In Daniel rjy means both 
an indefinite period of time (like the Heb. n$j), and 
more definitely a year (Dn 4 and 7 s5 ). Buhl com- 
pares a similar definition of meaning in the case of 
the word vpifos, which in new Greek signifies 
'year.' In Daniel, again (12 7 ), we meet with a use 
of nyto for ' year,' though elsewhere the word more 
generally denotes an ap|K>inted or recurrent period 
such as the feast (exclusive of the Sabbath and 
New Moon). Another word [Dt, which occurs only 
in late Hebrew (Ec 3 1 , Neh 2 s ) as a generic term 
for 'time,' had already acquired in canonical 
Hebrew (Est 9 i7 - 31 ) the sense of season or festival, 
which it conveyed in Rabbinic Hebrew." The 
ordinary seasons of the year were also distin- 
guished in Hebrew as ra ' summer ' and fyi 
'autumn and winter.' August is usually the 
warmest month, February the coldest in Judaea. 
The TJh was further divided into two parts (Dt 
11") by the rrfl' 'earlier rain' (October) and inp^ 
'the later rain' (spring equinox). Generic terms 
for the differences of temperature were "i? 'cold' 
(Gn 8**) and on 'heat' (»o.). The sowing period 
was known as jnj (**&.), the harvest-time as "nrg 
(mid-April till mid-June, the barley and wheat- 
harvest being meant). 

•The Babylonian year was divided into ret tatti ' begin- 
ninjr of the year," mini satti ' the middle of the year," and 
kit satti '<?nd of the year.' Two of the terms are paralleled 
in Hebrew 
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Hi. Months.— The Hebrew months have always 
been iunar, and extended from one new moon to 
another. The oldest Semitic word for month was 
archu (rn;), which properly signifies the 4 beginning 
of the month ' (Muss-Arnolt, p. 73. Much of the 
following information is derived from this excel- 
lent authority). The same word appears in Ara- 
mican (Ezr 6", Dn 4 W ), Phoenician, and Ethiopic. 
In Hebrew the word is common in the pre-exilic 
passages, but it became entirely superseded by «hh. 
This last word, properly ' new-moon ' (which see), 
is employed (like the Assyrian iddisu) only for the 
beginning of the month, oy other Semitic peoples ; 
its use for ' month ' was an innovation of the 
Israeli tea 

There are three sets of terms to distinguish 
the biblical months— (a) old (Canaanite) names, (b) 
numbers, and (c) the Babylonian names. 

(a) Of the first class only four have survived : 
these names are all derived from climatic and 
economic conditions. Similarly, the earliest 
epithets of the months among the Babylonians 
are connected with agriculture and the pastoral 
life. 

Abib (a'3K month of the ripenine ears, Ex 13 4 

etc.), subsequently the 1st month. 
Zlv (it month of flowers, 1 K 6 1 ), subsequently 

the 2nd month. 
Ethanim (O'jpK month of perennial streams, 

1 K 8 4 ), subsequently the 7th month. 
Bui (Sa rain month, 1 K 6^), subsequently the 

8th month. 

The last two names also occur in Phoenician in- 
scriptions ; Etluinim having lieen fonnd in Cyprus 
(middle of 4th cent. B.C.) and Bui in Sidon (4th 
cent. B.C. ; see Driver in Hogarth's Authority and 
Archaology, pp. 137, 138, and Buhl-Gesenius, s.v.). 

(b) In the time of the Exile these old Canaanite 
names were dropped, and the months were dis- 
tinguished by numerals, as in parts of Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, and Kings (in the. latter the old names 
are explained by numbers, IK 6'- 38 8 a ), lastly in 
Haggai (1* 2 1 ) and Zechariah (l 7 7')- See Nowack, 
Heb. Archavlogie, i. p. 217. 

(c) From the Exile the new Babylonian names 
begin to find a definite place in the Hebrew 
Calendar. The proofs for the Babylonian origin 
of these names may be found in Muss-Arnolt, in 
Schroder, COT (ii. 69). Cf. Schiirer, Appendix iii. 
Of the twelve names only seven occur in Scripture, 
but the whole twelve appear in the Mcgillath 
Ta'anith, M-hich in ita original form dates before 
the Christian era. 

(1) Nisan ip-j, Zo.v6ik6%, Xanthicuu, March-April. 

The English equivalents are inexact: Nisan mostly corre- 
sponds to part of March and part of April. Nisan occurs in 
Neh 2", Est &. The Gr. form N<«» (N«#»[>J) occurs in 1 Es 6«, 
Ad. Est 1', and often in Josephus. The Macedonian Xan- 
thiciu is found in 2 Mac liao-M-w. The first month in the 
Babylonian year is ni-saa(n)-nu, from nero (Heb. JTOJ) to 
' move,' or ' start.' It is the opening month of the ecclesi- 
astical year. That the vernal equinox occurred in Nisan is 
attested by Josephus (Ant. l. x. 5) and also in cuneiform 
literature (Muss-Arnolt, p. 77). Nisan corresponded to the first 
zodiacal sign (Aries) in which the vernal equinox fell. That 
Josephus frequently uses the Macedonian names as equivalent 
to the lleb. -Hali. does not imply that he thought that the two 
■erics of months began on identical days.* 

(2) Iyyar th, ' kpreplaiot, April-May. 
Not named in Scripture, but found in Mishna, Roth 

Hathana i. 3; Jos. Ant. vm. iii. 1 ( ~\*f), It i/pomneit. 27 
(Ei'af); Bab. a-a-ru. Derivation uncertain ; perhaps connected 
with TiK ' to be bright ' (so Delitzsch), or T* ' to send forth, 
open, germinate,' whence AM' ' flower 1 (so Muss-Arnolt). This 
would make the meaning equivalent to Zie and April (aperire). 
The Megillath Ta'anith identifies Iyyar with the 2nd month 
mentioned in 1 Mac 13 61 . 

* The Dloscorlnthlus of 2 Mac ll 31 is quite obscure (cf. note 
In RVm). It is barely probable that the author wrote Diot- 
eunut (the reading of O.L.). the name of the third Cretan month 
(see Komphausen's note in Kautzsch's Apokr. ad loe.). 



(3) Si van jyp, AaOiot, May -June. 

Est 8» ; Mishna, Shdfalim ill. 1, etc. Qr. Tuum, (Bar 1"), also 
2««i«A ; Bab. $i-ma(nynu, pronounced later ti canu. Delitzsch 
(Hebrew and Attyrxan, p. 16) derives from tamu ' to appoint' 
(o'e>X Haupt from aiamu ' to mark.' 

(4) Tammux rag, ndxe^ot, June-July. 

The word but not the month mentioned in Bible (Exk 8"). 
Mishna, Ta'anith iv. 6 ; Bab. du-uzn. LXX has e-w^C 



(5) Ab 3K, A (?ot, July-August. 

Not mentioned in Bible. Mishna, Petachim It. 6, etc. ; Bab. 
a-bu ; Jos. ^nt. IV. iv. 7, *A/S« [Niese reads Z«£«). Delitzsch 
derives from Assyr. abu 'hostile' (from excessive heat of 
month), Haupt from abe 'bulrushes' (cf. Job fl2» n:n), the 
season in which bulrushes were cut for building purposes. 
This, with two other months, was consecrated by the Baby- 
lonians to building. 

(6) Elul ViSg, Yopriatot, August-September. 

Neh 616; Mishna, Shtlfalim iii. 1, etc. ; 'EW, 1 Mac 14*7; Bab. 
w/u/u. Perhaps from (alalu) ' to shout for joy,' inasmuch 
as the month represented the resurrection of Tarumuz- Adonis 
(Muss-Arnolt). 

(7) Tishri n^*, 'Trtppeptra'un, September-October. 

Not named in Scripture. Mishna, Shelfalim iii. 1, etc ; Or. 
Oiefi ; Jos. Ant. vm. iv. 1 [as amended by Hudson ; Niese reads 
'AttCfu) ; Bab. tuh-ri-tum. From turru 'begin,' 'dedicate.' 
The Assyrians, like the Jews, had two new year days— Nisan 
for the sacred year, Tishri for the civil. The Seleucidean year 
began in Nisan, the Arsacidan with Tishri (Epping and Strass- 
maier, Attronotniichei am Babylon, p. 177). The month was 
dedicated to the sun-god, and Halevy (Milannft de critique et 
d"hittoire, p. 178) conjectures that this originated the later 
Jewish association ot Tishri with the Creation and the Day ot 
Judgment. 

(8) Marcheahvan jtftjy:, A»ot, October-November. 

Not named in Scripture. Mishna, Ta'anith i. 3, etc.; Jos. 
VlmfttviTt; Bab. araehtamna ('eighth month rrv. 
Original form probably |Drnn, whence prrro (i and O being 
often interchanged in later Babylonian). Modern Hebrew re- 
garded Heshvan as the name of the month (mar being taken to 
mean 'drop,' ' rainy season '). Dillmann and Stade see in the 
Bab. name of this mouth a relic of the oldest method of count- 
ing the months by numbers and not by names. See Siegfried- 
Stade, Diet. t.v. m\ 

(9) Kialev 1^9?, 'AxeXXotoj, November-December. 

Zee 71, Neh 1> ; Mishna, Roih Hathana i. 3, etc ; Or. X«*uiv 
(1 Mac I s * etc. ; Jos. Ant. xn. v. 4, a;***"*); in Palroyrene In- 
scriptions SlSra ; Bab. kitlimu. Derivation uncertain. 

(10) Tebeth n», AdSwtutn, December-January. 

Est 2'6 ; Mishna, Ta'anith iv. 5, etc.; Jos. T.&ihc (Ant. XI. 
v. 4, but see Niese); Bab. tebetum. Trbu (Heb. yao)='U> 
sink,' 'dip.' The rainy season begins in loth month. 

(11) Shebat o?!», lUplnn, January-February. 

Zee 17 ; Mishna, Roth Uathana i. 1 ; Gr. X*/9«r (1 Mac 16") ; 
Bab. tha-ba-tu. 

(12) Adar tjij, Afarpot, February- March. 

Freq.in Esth., Ezr8>»; Mishna, Shekalim i.l, etc.; ' \l*p, 1 Mao 
7 a ; Jos. Ant. IV. viii. 49, etc.; Bab. add am. Delitzsch derives 
from a root ' to be dark ' in contrast to aru. It was, says 
Muss - Arnolt, the name of this month that induced former 
investigators to derive the Heb. names from Persian, for Aditr 
is also a Persian month name. (See Ben fey, Monattnamen 
einvjtr alter Vvlkrr). The intercalated month was a second 
Adar (Heb. 'J? Tj|«, Megilla L 4, or Tjqvjk 

iv. Weeks and Days.— The week of seven days 
(yo?) is an obvious derivative of the lunar month, 
for the week corresponds roughly to the phases of 
the moon. The discrepancy would not affect the 
Hebrew week, for there is no indication that the 
new moon in historical times coincided with the 
beginning of the week. The Assyrians and Baby- 
lonians knew the seven-day week, and the week 
began with the moon, whereas the Hebrew week 
ran regularly through the whole year, especially 
when the weekly Sabbath replaced the new moon 
in importance as a sacred day. Nowack (ii. 215) 
unnecessarily assumes that the Israelites probably 
borrowed the week from the Babylonians. He, 
with others (see Holzinger on Ex 12 s ), detects 
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traces of an older Hebrew week of ten days (Gn 
24 M , Ex 12 s ), but this is very doubtful. It would 
perhaps fit in with the idea of a year of 360 days 
(traces of a thirty-day month being detected by 
Nowack in Nu 20", Dt 34 8 , cf. 21", as well as in 
the Flood narrative). Driver holds that ' it is diffi- 
cult not to agree with Schroder, Sayce, and other 
Assyriologists in regarding the week of seven days, 
ended by a Sabbath, as an institution of Baby- 
lonian origin ' [op. cit. p. 18). The week thus is 
presupposed by the Creation narrative, and is not 
derived from it. ' In other words, the week de- 
termined the "days" of Creation, not the days of 
Creation the week' (ib.). This may well be, and 
yet the Hebrew week not necessarily a derivative 
from Babylon. (Jastrow has shown that the 
Hebrew Creation narrative is more independent 
of Babylonian parallels than has usually been sup- 
posed. JQR xiii. p. 620 IF.). See, further, on 
this subject, Jensen in Ztschr. f. dcutsche Wort- 
forsehung, Sept. 1900, p. 153 ft". ; and art. Sabbath 
above, p. 319. 

In the NT (as in neo- Hebrew) the week is termed 
ff&pparoy, and the days of the week were numbered, 
not named. The eve of the Sabbath (Friday) was 
called xaoaaKtxri, (Mt 27 n , Lk 23 M , Jn lfc 31 «; irp5- 
ffapparov Mk 15« Jth 8«). Mondays and Thursdays 
acquired special importance in the later Jewish life, 
for the public reading of the Law and the holding of 
law-courts occurred on those days (see Schurer, ii. 
1-83, 190). Schwarz (Judische /Calender, p. 7) sug- 
gests that the nam! ering of the Christian Ferue 
was derived from the Heb. usage ngipj *tf "Vy: '19 |Wiri. 
See, however, Ideler, Handbuch, ii. 180. 

The Babylonians divided the day (tic) into equal 
parts by sun-watches, and were also acquainted 
with the 60 system (minutes and seconds). The 
Syrian peoples may have acquired similar know- 
ledge from the Babylonians, but there is no trace 
of this among the Israelites in the pre-exilic 
period- There was an important difference be- 
tween the Israelites and Babylonians, for, while 
the former began the day at sunset, the latter 
began the day with the morning. There are, 
according to most modern commentators, indi- 
cations of the Babylonian reckoning in the first 
chapter of Genesis and, according to Dillmann, in 
Ex 12 s - » Lv 23*. The chaotic darkness (Gn 1») 
lies behind the reckoning ; with the creation of 
light began the first morning, and the first day 
extended till the next morning (so Dillmann). 
The reckoning from evening to evening became 
the exclusive Jewish method ' with the triumph of 
the Law.' The system is also met with among the 
Arabs, Athenians, and Gauls (cf. Pliny, HN ii. 
79). The evening-morning day was the -ipS 3-y; of 
Dn 8 M (though Driver and others explain the 
phrase in Daniel to mean half -days). Cf. the 
vvxBiitifpov of 2 Co 1 1 M . There was no exact division 
of the day into parts before the Exile, the natural 
order being followed : 3"y; ' evening,' ipJi ' morn- 
ing,' and onjp 'mid-day.' The day declined (Jg 
19*), perhaps with reference to shadows on a sun- 
dial (so Moore, but cf. Jer 6* ; see Dial), the 
evening turned in 3"yj rtu (Gn 24 ra ) ; there were 
also terms for the evening twilight when the 
cool sea-breeze blew («]?*} Job 24 15 , cf. o^n prA Gn 
3 s ) ; the dawn ascended (in^n tr)n Gn 19 1S 32*) ; 
compare such expressions as 'when the day was 
hotMOVB on Gn 18 1 , cf. 1 S ll 9 ). In neo-Hebrew 
there were other phrases of a similar nature 
(Mishna, Berakhoth i.). We meet in the Bible 
with parts of the day described as the time when 
certain occupations were usual ; as the time 
when girls were accustomed to fetch the water re- 
quired for domestic use (Gn 24") ; 1 while the day 
was still great ' (Gn 29 7 ) is another similar phrase, 
but it indicates an earlier point in the afternoon ; 



the time of bringing the meal-offering (1 K 18*) 
and of the evening sacrifice (Ezr 9*. Dn 9 21 )- 
These last two refer to the same point of time. 
oV sometimes means ' day ' in contradistinction to 
1 night ' (rfyh) Gn 29 7 , sometimes it represents the 
civil day of 24 hours, including night (Gn 1* etc.) 
The phrase D!JPE5 j*3 ' between the two evenings 
(Ex 16" etc.), the time at which the paschal lamb 
and (Ex 29" etc.) the daily evening ottering were 
brought, represents some period in the late after- 
noon. 

The Hebrews also had terms for the days in 
relation to one another— 'the previous even- 
ing,' Vasif or tapp 'yesterday,' "iflo ' to-morrow,' cip^ 
* the day before yesterday.' But they did not 
divide the days into hours until late ; in fact, the 
custom long persisted of counting by portions of 
the day. The term pri (in derivation = ' moment,' 
movimmtum) meant an 'instant,' or a longer, bat 
still very brief, interval of time, the chief idea 
being suddenness or rapid passage, njjv ' hour ' in 
Aramaic (Dn 3"), and is common in Syr. and in 
later Hebrew. ' Originally it denoted any small 
interval of time, and was only gradually fixed to 
what we call an "hour"' (Driver). The hours 
of the Mishna differed in duration, as they were 
reckoned as Ath of the actual day. Earlier than 
the division of the day into hours was the division 
of the night into three watches (■i*nsft>, trpfX), La 
2 19 , Jg 7 19 , Ex 14", 1 S 11". The threefold division 
continued into post-Roman times, 1st cent {Bera- 
khoth 36) ; but the Roman division into four watches 
was also known {ib.; cf. Mk 13 M , where all four 
watches are referred to: 'in the evening' 6if>i, 'at 
midnight' neaoviJKTior, 'at cock-crowing' ikticrpo- 
tpurlat, or 'in the morning' rput), and these ex- 
tended from six to six o'clock. Cock-crow is an 
interesting note of time (Lk 22*°), to which con- 
siderable importance was attached by Rabbinical 
Jews. There is still a morning benediction in the 
Jewish liturgy to be recited at cock-crow. 

I. Abrahams. 

TIMHA (W?a, Qafivd). — Concubine of Eliphaz, 
Esau's son, and mother of Amalek, Gn 36". The 
branch of the Amalekites in question was closely 
associated with the Horites, Gn 36«- *>, 1 Ch 1»- ». 
In all these passages the spelling should be Tirana, 
the Heb. being everywhere yj?*. RV has in- 
advertently followed AV spelling Tiranah in Gn 
36*". See TlMNAH, No. 3. 

TIMMAH (njjjn 'lot,' 'portion'). — 1. A place on 
the N. boundary of Judah, situated between Beth- 
shemesh and ' the side of Ekron ' (Jos 15 10 B M8a, A 
vbrov, Thamna). It was a Philistine town (Jg 14' 
QafivaOd, Thamnatha), within the territory of Dan 
(Jos 19*»B Oa/traM, A Ba/ipd, Themnatha), to which 
Samson went down from Zorah to take his wife 
(Jg 14'- 18 ; Jos. Ant. V. viii. 5, 6), whose father is 
called the Timnite in Jg 15 e . There Samson slew 
the young lion, and propounded his well-known 
riddle at the marriage-feast. Tiranah was taken 
by the Philistines during the reign of Ahaz, not 
long after they had been completely subdued by 
Uzziah (2 Ch 28 18 ea/wi, Thamna) ; and later it was 
occupied by Sennacherib after he had defeated 
the Egyptians at Elteke (Altaku). It ia called in 
the inscriptions Tamnd, and is mentioned as lying 
between Elteke and Ekron (Schroder, KA T* 170). 

Timnah retains its old name almost unchanged, 
and is now Tibneh, on the S. side of the valley ef 
Sorek (W&dy es-Surar) and to the W. of Beth- 
shemesh {'Atn Shems). The site is deserted, but 
is marked by ruined walls and rock-hewn caves, 
cisterns, and wine-presses. On the N. side of the 
rains is a spring. Vineyards and olive groves still 
cover the hill-slopes between Tibneh and W&dy 
es-Surar {PEF Mem. ii. 417, 441). 
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2. (B QanraBi, A Qafwi ; Thamna) A town in 
the hill-country of Judah, mentioned with Cain 
and Gibeah (Jos 15"). It is now Tibna near Jeb'a 
(Gibeah), and about 8 miles west of Bethlehem. 
The site is marked by a few foundations only, and 
is reached by a path from Beit Nettif, about 2J 
miles to the west (PEF Mem. iii. 53). This is 
probably the Timnah (Gn 38 la - »• Qaprd, Tham- 
natha), to which Jttdah 'went up' to visit his 
sheep-shearers. The narrative gives no other in- 
dication of position. 

3. (pjt? p ; Ba^fd ; Thamna) The name of one of 
the ' dukes ' of Edom, and probably also of a town 
or district (Gn 38*, 1 Ch 1" ; cf. Gn 36'*- », 1 Ch 
1"). See also art. TlMNA. Eusebius and Jerome 
(Onom.) identify it with Thamna, a town of Edom 
in their day. C. W. Wilson. 

TIMNATH (AV Thamnatha ; Qa^dOa ; Thorn- 
nata). — One of the strong cities in Judeea built by 
Bacchides (1 Mac 9 s "). The name occurs between 
Bethel and Pharathon. Pharathon may perhaps 
be a corruption of Ephraim (et-Taiyiben), and in 
this case Timnath would be Thamna, now Tibneh, 
on the Roman road from Antipatris to Jerusalem, 
which Josephus says was the chief town of a 
toparchy (BJ ill. iii. 5). G. A. Smith (HGHL 
355 n.) considers that the two names Timnath and 
Pharathon should not be separated, and that they 
represent one place, — Pharathon being Wddy 
Far ah, and Timnath being recognized in the name 
Tammun, so common now at the head of Wddy 
Far ah. But this position is too far N. to have 
been in Judeea. C. W. Wilson. 

TIM N ATH-HEREB (enn nj^p ' portion of the sun ' ; 
B BafiraOdpes, A Qa/jwaOdp' eon ; Thamnath Sare). — 
The name of Joshua's inheritance and burial-place 
(Jg2»), which is called Timnath-terah in Jos 19"° 
and 24". geres is supposed by some commentators 
(Ewald, Bertheau, Miihlau, etc.) to be a very early 
copyist's error for Serah. On the other hand, it 
is neld to be the correct form of the name by the 
Jews and Samaritans, who identify the place with 
Kefir tfarti.* But see Timnath-serah. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TIMNATH - SERAH (m.p n*?*; B Qanapxdprn, 
Ba/wadwrax&pd, A Qa/wadtrapd, Qafwaaaxdp ; Tham- 
nath Seraa, Thamnath Sare). — The place given by 
the children of Israel to Joshua as an inheritance, 
»nd in the border of which he was buried. It was 
in the hill-country of Ephraim, and on the north side 
of the mountain of Gaash (Jos 19"° 24 s "). In Jg 2» 
the name is written Timnath-Heres (see preceding 
art.). According to Josephus, Joshua was buried 
at Thamna (0a/wd), a city of Ephraim (Ant. v. i. 
29). This is apparently identical with Thamna, 
the chief town of a toparchy (BJ III. iii. 5), which 
adjoined the toparchy of Lydda (Onom.), and was 
reduced to subjection by Vespasian before he 
marched on Lydda and Janinia (BJ IV. viii. 1). 
Thamna, now Tibneh, occupied an important 
position on the road from Jerus. to Antipatris 
and Caesarea. It was taken by Cussius (Ant. xiv. 
xi. 2), and was occupied by John the Essene, at 
the commencement of the Jewish war (BJ II. xx. 
4). Eusebius and Jerome (Onom. s. ea/xva8aapd) 
say that Timnath-serah, the town of Joshua, where 
his tomb was shown, was in the hill-country, and 
that it was ii» che territory of Dan. They identified 
it with the Thamna to which .hid ah went up to 
visit his sheep-shearers (Gn 38 ls ), and placed it in 
Dan, or Judah, on the border of Lydda, and on the 
road from that place to Jerus. (Onom. Qafwd). 

" It to n*t improbable that by an intentional metathesis, to 
avoid anything: that savoured of idolatry. Timnath- Acre*. ' portion 
o/ the tun,' was changed into Timnath-seraA. See Herbs, ad 
/U. ; and cf. Moore on Je V. 



Elsewhere (t. Yadt) they state that Joshua's tomb 
was shown near Thamna, on the N. side of Gaas, 
a mountain of Ephraim. Jerome takes St. Paula 
to Timnath-serah after leaving Bethel, and before 
reaching Shiloh (Ep. Paul, x v. ). The place referred 
to by Eusebius and Jerome is Tibneh. 

Two sites have been proposed for Timnath-serah, 
and their claims may be thus stated — 

(1) Tibneh is an old Tibnath, and the position, 
guarding an approach to the interior of the country, 
is a suitable one for the home of the great Jewish 
warrior. Josephus probably, and early Christian 
tradition certainly, identities it with the city of 
Joshua. In the north face of a hill to the S. of 
the ruins there is a remarkable group of rock-hewn 
tombs ; a great oak tree near the tomb is called 
S/uikh et-Teim, 'the chief servant of God'; and 
about 3 miles to the E. is Kcfr Jshu'a, or Joshua's 
village (PEF Mem. ii. 374-378 ; Guerin, Samarie, 
ii. 89, etc.). The identification with Tibneh is ac- 
cepted by most moderns, e.g. Dillm. (on Jos 19 s0 ), 
Moore, Miihlau (in Riehm's UWB), Buhl (170). 

(2) Kefr Ifdris, about 9 miles south of Ndblus, 
is, according to existing Samaritan tradition, the 
burial-place of Joshua and Caleb. It is also the 
Kefr Cheres of the Jewish pilgrims, Rabbi Jacob 
(A.D. 1258), hap-Parchi, etc., which Schwarz (151) 
places S. of Ndblus. To the E. of the village there 
are two sacred places (mukfims) — one named Neby 
KM, the 'Prophet of the Division by Lot,' the 
other Neby Kulda, or Kunda. Conder identifies 
the first with Joshua, the second he takes to be a 
corruption of Caleb (PEF Mem. ii. 378). If the 
identification with Kefr Ifdris be accepted, it must 
be supposed that the name of the place, Timnath, 
has disappeared whilst its distinctive title, BJeres 
or Serah, nas survived. C. W. Wilson. 

TIMON (Tlftup).— One of the seven elected (Ac 
6 8 ) to ajwift the apostles by ' serving tables.' Later 
legends about him will be found in the Acta Sanc- 
torum under April 19, when he was commemorated. 

TIMOTHEUS (T</cMeot). — 1. A leader of the 
Ammonites who was defeated in many battles by 
Judas Maccabsens ( 1 Mac 5 8ff - utl ; 2 Mac 8 30 9 s lO**" 57 ). 
According to 2 Mac 10 37 he was slain at the capture 
of Gazara by the forces of Judas. For the un- 
chronological setting of the narrative in 2 Mac. 
see vol. iii. p. 191 b . 2. The AV form of the name 
Timothy everywhere in NT except 2 Co I 1 . 1 Ti I s , 
2 Til*, Philem\ He 13». 

TIMOTHY (T</tMeof ), St. Paul's young and trusted 
companion, was a native of Lystra, or possibly of 
Derbo (Ac 16 1 20 4 , where see Blass) ; the son of a 
Greek father and of a mother who was a Jewess at 
least by religion (2 Ti I s ) and probably also by 
birth. The son of a mixed marriage, he received 
a name which was fairly common in Greek ( 1 Mao 
5 eB ', 2 Mac S 3 "), but which by its significance would 
be acceptable to a religious Jewess ; he was trained 
by his mother in the OT Scriptures (2 Ti 3 ,B ), but 
was not circumcised. When St. Paul reached 
Lystra on his First Missionary Journey, the young 
Timothy accepted Christianity, being converted by 
St. Paul (1 Co 4 14 " 17 ), and probably was a witness 
of his sufferings at this time (2 Ti 3 10 - » cf. Ac 14"). 
By the time of the Second Missionary Journey he 
was a disciple well known to the Christians both 
in Lystra and in Iconium : the mention of his 
mother first, the description of her in some MSS 
of the Western text as ' a widow,' and perhaps the 
use of inrrjpxf (Ac 16 s ), make it probable that his 
father was already dead. 

St. Paul was attracted by Timothy, and wished 
to have him as a travel -com pan ion to take the 
place of John Mark, if not of Barnabas. If we 
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may refer to this occasion the language of 1 Ti l u 
4 ,4 ,.2Ti l 4 , St. Paul was not left unaided in this 
decision. Prophetic utterances, perhaps those of 
Silas, who was himself a prophet (Ac 15**), led Paul 
to him : the local presbyters laid their hands upon 
him (cf. Ac 13*) ; Paul joined in the formal setting 
apart of ' his son ' for the task ; he himself wit- 
nessed a noble confession in their presence (1 Ti 
6 13 ) ; and thus received a formal ministry (2 Ti 4 8 , 
Ac 19 22 ), perhaps with the title of 'evangelist' 
(2 Ti 4 8 ), but in 1 Th 2 s he is loosely classed with 
Paul and Silas as an ' apostle.' In one respect 
Timothy was not fitted for the task : St. Paul's 
plan was to preach first to the Jews, and they 
would be offended by the presence of one who was 
half-Jew by birth and yet never circumcised, so 
St. Paul took him and perhaps with his own hand 
circumcised him (cf. Hort, Judaistic Christianity, 
pp. 84-87 ; The Christian Ecelesia, pp. 178-188 ; 
and, as against the historical character of this 
incident, Holtzmann, Die Pastoral- Brief e, pp. 67- 
78). Timothy now 'became a loyal companion, 
slaving for St. Paul as a son for a father (Ph 2") ; 
he took an active part in preaching at Thes- 
salonica (1 Th 1.2 passim) ; accompanied Paul to 
Beroea, and stayed t here when St. Paul was obliged 
to withdraw to Athens, but at the apostle's request 
followed him speedily thither. Thence he was 
despatched at once on an important mission to 
strengthen the Thessalonians who were suffering 
under persecution, and on returning with his 
report found St. Paul already removed to Corinth. 
His presence and the news he brought gave St. 
Paul new life, for Timothy joined him in preaching 
Jesus Christ the Son of God (2 Co l ,s ) : he was 
associated with Paul and Silvanus in both letters 
to the Thessalonians, and was perhaps the scribe 
in each case, though there is not sufficient ground 
for accepting Spitta's theory (zur Gesch. des Ur- 
christenthums, i. p. 110) that 2 Thess. was his 
composition. After this time he is not men- 
tioned again until we find him with Paul at 
Ephesus on the Third Missionary Journey (Ac 
111 22 ) ; he may have been with him all the time, 
or may have stayed at Ephesus, a stay which 
would have qualified him for his later work 
there. On this occasion he was sent again on a 
mission — this time with Erastus and apparently 
other brethren (1 Co 16") to Macedonia and thence 
to Corinth (1 Co 4 17 ). The mission took place 
shortly before the writing of 1 Cor. (4 17 ) ; its purpose 
was to remind the Corinthians of St. Paul's * ways 
in Christ ' ; St. Paul was anxious about the result ; 
he was afraid that Timothy would be timid, and that 
others might set him at nought, and he bespoke a 
kindly reception for him (1 Co 16>°- »). The effect 
of his mission was not successful ; he brought back 
news which caused Paul great anxiety and neces- 
sitated a mission of Titus ; it is possible that a 
personal attack was made on Timothy, and that he 
is 6 i&unflelt of 2 Co 7J a in whose interests Paul had 
demanded sharp punishment on the offender (see 
Paul, vol. iii. p. 71 l b ). However this may be, he 
followed Paul to Macedonia, was associated with 
him there in the writing of 2 Cor., and was with 
him in Corinth as an active worker (6 o-wepy&t /tow) 
who sends greeting to the Christians at Koine ( Ro 
16 21 , if this chapter belongs to this date). When 
Paul started on his last journey to Jerusalem, 
Timothy was one of his party, and was with him 
at Troas(Ac 20 4 - 8 ) ; but he is not mentioned again 
in the Acts, though he probably completed the 

J'ourney to Jerusalem. He must also have joined 
'aul in his imprisonment at Rome, as he is associ- 
ated with him in writing Col. (I 1 ), Philemon (v. 1 ), 
and Philippians (l 1 ); and St. Paul contemplates 
sending him on a mission to the Philippian Church 
(2 19 ** 4 ). Of this no more is heard ; but on the sup- 



position of the genuineness of the Pastoral. Epistles, 
Paul when released joined Timothy in the East, 
and while on a Journey to Macedonia left him in 
charge of the Church of Ephesus (1 Ti 1'). His 
task was to be the representative of the absent 
apostle, who was hoping to return shortly ; he was 
to check false teaching, to order public worship, 
to regulate the requisite qualifications for the 
ministry, and to exercise discipline over all orders 
in the Church. It may be that for this task he 
was formally set apart by laying on of hands both 
of the apostle and of the presbyters (1 Ti l 18 4", 
2 Ti l 8 , but see above). As the apostle might be 
delayed from returning, he wrote 1 Timothy to 
lay stress on the points of primary importance 
and to strengthen and embolden Timothy. Not 
long thereafter Paul was arrested a second time 
and carried to Rome ; thence he wrote 2 Timothy, 
hegging Timothy not to be ashamed of the gospel, 
but to come with Mark to help him in his im- 
prisonment, and, before he leaves, to secure the 
transmission of true teaching by ordaining trust- 
worthy ministers. It may have been on this visit 
to Rome that Timothy was himself arrested on the 
occasion on which the writer of the Ep. to the 
Hebrews mentions his release (He 13 a ). 

Of Timothy's subsequent history little can be said with cer- 
tainty. He maybe [but this is very unlikely] the 'angel' of 
the Church of Ephesus addressed in Rev 2> -" ; he may be one of 
the sources from which St. Luke gained information for the 
composition of the Acts, though there is no ground for regard- 
ing him as the author of the book or of the 'We ' sections (see 
Zahn, Einleitung, ii. p. 424). Church tradition regarded him 
as having continued bishop of Ephesus until his death (Const. 
Apottol. vii. 46 ; Euseb. iii< 46), as having been martyred in a 
popular tumult when he tried to 'dissuade the people from 
taking part in the violent and coarse orgies of the mmruyvyt— 
(a festival of which there is no mention elsewhere), and his bones 
are said to have been transferred to Constantinople by Con- 
stantiu8 (Polycrates and Simeon Metaphrastes quoted in the 
Acta Sanctorum, iii. pp. 176-183, Meiuxon, ad Jan. 22 ; Lipsiiu, 
Die Apocrypha* Apotielgttch. ii. 2, 372-400). 

Though Titus is a stronger man and more able 
to deal with crises, yet Paul's love and affection 
goes out more lavishly to the younger Timothy, 
whose character is clearly marked. He is affec- 
tionate to tears (2 Ti 1'), delicate and often ill 
(1 Ti timid (1 Co 16'°), shrinking from a proper 
assertion of his own authority (1 Ti 4 IS ), needing 
to be warned against youthful lusts (2 Ti 2 K ), to 
be encouraged to face shame for Christ's sake 
(2Ti l 8 ). Yet he has been Paul's loyal follower 
and imitator from the first (2 Ti 3 10 ) ; he is his 
' genuine' son (1 Ti l 2 ), his loved son (2 Ti l 9 ), his 
son loved and faithful in the Lord (1 Co 4") ; of one 
mind with himself (Ph 2'*), ' working the Lord's 
work as I do' (1 Co 16 ,u ) ; 'my fellow- worker ' 
(Ro 16 21 ) ; 'our brother and God's minister' (1 Th 
3 2 ) ; * the slave of Jesus Christ' (Ph l 1 ), who ' seeks 
the things of Jesus Christ ' {ib. 2 J1 ). 

Timothy's death is commemorated in the Greek and Armenian 
Churches' on Jan. 22, in the Coptic Church on Jan. 23, in the 
Latin and Maronite Churches on Jan. 24, though the earlier 
Latin calendars place it on Sept. 27, perhaps as following the 
day of the commemoration of St. John, who was thought of as 
his predecessor in the see of Ephesus (Lipsius. I.e. p. 392 ; 
Nilles, Kalendarium Manuale vtrituque Etxlexitr, Innsbruck 

isot'X W. Lock. 

TIMOTHY, FIRST EPISTLE TO.— 

i. Historical Situation. 
Ii Analysis. 

iii. Literary Dependence. 

iv. Situation implied at Ephesus : (a) False 

teaching ; (6) Church organization. 

v. Authorship. 

vi. Integrity, 
vii. Value. 

Literature 

i. Historical Situation. St. Paul' had re- 
cently been with Timothy : either they had been 
together in Ephesus, or Timothy hod come from 
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Kpliesufl to meet Paul at some point on his journey 
to Macedonia (ef. the situation of Ac 20 17 with I s ). 
St. Paul was bound to go forward, but hoped to re- 
turn shortly : yet he was so much impressed with 
the dangerous tendencies of some false teachers at 
Ephesus, who were tempting the brethren there 
from walking in 'sober gospel ways,' that he 
pressed Timothy to stay on in order to counteract 
them. 

Some time elapsed. Paul may have heard that 
all was not prospering at Ephesus, possibly through 
a letter from Timothy himself, or his natural 
anxiety (cf. 1 These.) may have prompted him to 
write. Timothy was, indeed, a 'genuine son ' ; he 
had witnessed a good confession in the past, pro- 
phecies had pointed him out for the task, he had 
received a special gift for his ministry by the laying 
on of hands (I s - 18 4 14 6") ; yet he was naturally 
timid, he was young (4"), he had frequent attacks 
of illness (5 a ), he might be misled (5 7 6") ; St. 
Paul's own return might be delayed (3 18 ) : so he 
writes this letter to press his original charge more 
solemnly on Timothy, to encourage him in his 
work, to guide him in his teaching and dealing 
with various classes in the Church, and to regu- 
late certain points of Church order, which needed 
organization without delay. 

The central purpose is summed up in 3 ,B tra e/*jj» 
wwt Set if oticif Ocov dvaoTpidwBai. 

The subjects are miscellaneous, and no very exact 
analysis can be expected ; but three points stand 
lout clearly in the structure. (1) There is a rough 
correspondence between the introductory and the 
concluding sections ; cf. I** 11 with 6 s-10 , l 18 "" with 
0iMi ». a These form a framework for the central 
part. (2) The central part falls into clearly-marked 
halves, and the kernel of the whole Epistle, which 
divides these halves, is 3 18 . The mystery of the 
Incarnate, Risen, and Ascended Lord is the fact on 
which Christian life and teaching is to be based, 
by which the Christian minister is to be inspired. 
(3) 6 17 " 1 " is a postscript, which would more naturally 
have been placed before or after 6 1 - 2 , but which was 
added as an after-thought, perhaps first suggested 
as needing treatment by 6*- lo . 

ii. Analysis.— 

li *. Greeting. 
Introductory, 

(a) Reminder of the purpose lor which Timothy mi left at 
Ephesus O, description of the false teaching as specu- 
lative rather than ministering to the spiritual life (■»■ *), 
as ignorantly taught by teachers who lay stress on law 
(«• 7) without knowing the true purpose of law and its 
relation to the gospel (S- 11 ). 
(6) Personal expression of Paul's own gratitude to Christ 
Jesus, who had entrusted him with the ministry in 
spite of his post sin, as a proof of God's long-suffering 
and as an encouragement to others, for the gospel is 
summed up in the faithful toying, Xftrris 'Iqr*w 5a6i» 
ut rr> nirfft t[**frmX»b< riem ( '**'). 
(This section is not only a personal digression called out by 
the thought of God's mercy to himself, but is intended to point 
Timothy to the same source of strength for his task (»2»«f^- 
nifi, cf. II 2 1 ), and to fix his mind on tic central message of 
the gospel as a gospel of salvation from sin (cf. 8 and ••)]. 

(e) Reiteration of the charge to Timothy, and enforcement 
of it by (1) a reminder of the past prophecies about 
him (>") ; (2) a warning drawn from the fate of two 
false teachers (>*• »). 
Formal advice, 2MP. A. General, 2i-4». B. Perianal, 4«-«9. 
A. General regulation* of Church Life. 

L The proper scope of Public Prayer. — This is to in- 
clude all mankind, and specially rulers, that Chris- 
tians may live a quiet lite (2 1 - *). This is based on 
God's desire to save all men (3- *), which itself rests 
on (1) the unity of God ( 5 ) ; (2) the nature of Christ 
representing both God and man (ib.) ; (3) the con- 
scious purpose of Christ's death, who died for all, 
and commissioned Paul to teach this truth (*■ T). 
II. The position of men and women at Public Prayer.— 
Men are to lead the prayers (*) ; 
Women to dress modestly and avoid ostentation 
(••>•>), to listen in silence and subjection fl>-M> 
This is based on the order of creation and 
woman's action at the Fall (>*). Yet woman too 
will share the Christian salvation, if she abide in 
VOL. IV.— 49 



a Christian lite, for the faithful saying declares 
eiHemu iim rSn rtntyttimt (I*). 
III. Rules for the choice of minister*. 

(1) For the \*lnuw*. His position la one of honour 
and of work (8>X hence he must be tested as to his 
private character (*■*) ; as to his power of ruling 
his own family well (*■ 8 ) ; he must not be a new 
convert (•), he must have won the respect of the 
heathen world 0. 

(2) For tiimmm : their private character must be 
tested (s-w), and their relation to their own family 
P*). For their office, too, may be one of honour, 
and will raise their status in Christ's sight («). 

(8) For vvtauMr. They too, if in any official position, 
must have a high character ("). 
The purpose of all these regulations is to secure a right moral 
life and intercourse in God's family, because it is His Church, 
and the upholder of the Truth. This truth is summed up in the 
well-known hymn about Christ— 

iimttfiSn it emtnl, 

. . 

iwirriutn b nirfiM, 

Mnftttoi •» ii(n. 
Warning.— Yet there are symptoms of false teaching, that will 
contradict this great truth, depreciating marriage and food, 
though they are God's creatures, God's gifts, capable of sancti- 
flcation, if received with prayer and thanksgiving (4 1 -*). 

[This section forms the transition from A to B. It stands in 
contrast to 8« (41 Ji'X but leads on to 4* (t»5t.)). 
B. Perianal advice to Timothy. 

(a) With regard to kit own teaching and conduct.— He 
is to be loyal to these truths (•), to avoid foolish 
fables CO, to exercise a true asceticism, such as 
will produce true holiness — for holiness, according 
to the faithful laying, l*myy*Ui hi t*nt *vf »t» 
*mi tw utXXiCr*, — and any effort is worth while, 
for our hope rests on a God of life, a Saviour of all 
mankind (ft- 11 ). He is to assert himself, in spite of 
his youth ; to be a model of Christian character ; 
" to attend to public reading, exhortation, teaching ; 
to remember the gift given him for his task, and 
to throw his whole heart into his work ( 14 - ie ). 
(6) For hie dealing* with various classes of people. 
1. Men, old and young (IPX — 2. Women, old and 

Joung 0i — 3. widow*, who are to be supported 
y the Church, only it their own families cannot 
do so (' and *), who are to lead a religious life of 
prayer (•••). There is to be kept a list of widows 
above 60 years of age, of good character; but 
younger widows are not to be enrolled upon it, but 
are to be encouraged to marry C 18 > — t. Presbyters: 
the hard-working are to be rewarded ("• 18 ) ; the 
sinful to be formally tried and punished impar- 
tially (i»*i) ; he must not ordain (7 remit penalties) 
hastily, lest he should be entangled in the sins of 
others- ; but he must keep himself pure; though 
this need not Imply total abstinence (**), and he 
will need caution in judgment, whether for praise 
or blame (**■ »). — 6. Slaoes, whether under heathen 
or Christian masters (6 1 - *). 
. Conclusion. 

(a) Further denunciation of the false teachers, as con- 
ceited, ignorant, excited about questions which 
only produce envy and strife, striving to make 
money, knowing nothing of true Christian con- 
tent, but ruining themselves through the desire 
of gain(*'°=l"«). " 

(6) Solemn appeal to Timothy to avoid such teaching : 
to aim at spiritual qualities, to lay hold of eternal 
life, remembering his past confession ; and to hold 
fast Paul's commandment with the thought of the 
future appearance of the Lord pi-M«ils-»), 
Doxology (l*- l8 > 

Postscript.— Further advice as to the teaching which 
Timothy is to give to the rich (»'••»). 

Final appeal to Timothy to guard the deposit and to 
avoid false claims to knowledge (*>• «). 

Salutation. 

This analysis will have shown that the primary 
interest is ethical and spiritual. Morality, Salva- 
tion, Truth are the keynotes ; the Church worship 
and Church ministries are to minister to them. 
The kernel is the great hymn of 3 18 , but each 
section has some great doctrinal statement or some 
faithful saying embedded in it, which leads up to 
or away from that cl imax ( 1 18 U*" 8 2 18 4«- *- u 6 8 ). The 
Epistle is full of the thought of the Salvation of 
all mankind, the consecration of all Creation. 

At the same time it is personal througnont ; and 
it is hard to believe that it was intended to be read 
out as it stands, in public ; though a greeting to the 
whole Church is added (6"), and though the sub- 
stance of the teaching was meant to be conveyed 
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to the Church (4 U 5 7 6*- "), and though certain 
sections (2 1 " 1 * 3 1_u 5*" 18 ) are necessarily of a general 
kind. In these it is hard to feel sure whether the 
writer has only the local needs of Ephesus in his 
mind, or whether he was consciously framing 
rules which would be of universal application 
and obligation (cf. 1 Co 7"). The phrase ir xarrl 
rbrtfi (2 s ) favours the latter view ; so perhaps does 
the use of iKKXrjala in 3" ; and some of the rules deal 
with such essential doctrines or points of morality 
that the writer may have regarded them as ipso facto 
binding on every one : but his primary thought was 
probably only for the church or churches of which 
Timothy was in charge. 

iii. Literary Dependence.— The OT is quoted 
as authoritative only once, 5 u =Dt 26* (cf. 1 Co 
9") ; but its language is consciously adapted or its 
history appealed to in — 

2»=Gn2»(cf. 1 Co ll 8 ). 

2"=Gn 3 s (cf. 2 Co 11*). 

4 4 =Gn l 81 . 

6» =Ps4 8 (?)(cf. 1 P3 8 ). 
6 19 =Dt 19 ,s (cf. 2 Co \Z% 
6 1 slnSPfcf. Ro2"). 
It will be noticed that nearly every passage had 
been used in earlier Pauline Epistles. 

In 2 1S - 14 we have perhaps a later Jewish adapta- 
tion of the OT history. A Christian rhythmical 
hymn is quoted in 8**; Christian sayings in 1 M 
2'*(?) 4 9 (?) (xtord* 6 \6yot) ; Christian prophecy in 
4 1 (cf. I 18 4") ; liturgical doxologies are used, 
which had probably passed from Jewish into 
Christian worship, in 1" 6 1S - 14 ; traces of a creed 
seem to underlie 6 U ; and Greek proverbial say- 
ings, 1» (?) 4 4 e 7 . 

With regard to writings of the NT, there_ are 
interesting parallels with the Gospels, especially 
with St. Luke, which in 6" may possibly be treated 
as * Scripture ' on a level witli the OT ; but none 
of the other parallels give the impression of literary 
quotation, so that it is probably not so here. 
Cf. 2» with Mk 10* 
Lk 18*. 
„ 2". 

„ 10 7 (where Luke agrees verbally 
with 1 Tim., but Matt, 
differs). 

.. 9". 

12»;» 

points of contact with 1 Peter ; 
'-«, 3 18 with 1 P 3 ,8 iB , 5 8 with 
1 P 3 s ; but it is not clear whether they do (so 
von Soden) or do not (so Julicher) imply literary 
acquaintance : if they do, the priority seems to 
be clearly on the side of 1 Timothy. 

On the other hand, 'an intimate acquaintance 
with the Pauline letters must be assumed on the 
part of the writer 1 (Julicher). There are certainly 
conscious parallels with Romans and 1 and 2 
Corinthians. 



4« 

6» 
5* 



5" N 
6" » „ 
There are striking 
cf. 2*" 11 with 2 P 



Cf. 1> 
l 8 
1" 
1» 

1" 
2 s 
2 7 



with Ro 16*. 
13» 
7 18 . 
13'°. 
16 28 . 
3». 
9». 



1" with 1 Co 
2u. » 

4 4 
4 8 

5 18 
5'» 

i» ;; 2 Co 



7* 15". 
11" 14 84 . 
10*. 

9*(?). 

9». 

9' 4 . 

4 4 . 



1" with 2 Ti 1». 



The likeness culminates in the relation to Titus 
and 2 Timothy. 
Cf. l>-*» with Tit l 8 . 
2 1 

3" 

4" 
4" 
5 13 
6' 
6* 
6" 



2". 


2 7 


»> 


>» 


1". 


I 8 " 8 . 


S 7 


M 


»» 


2 30 . 


2 18 . 


4» 


»» 


»» 


3'. 


2" »Qd IS 


4" 




>> 


I 8 . 


1". 


5» 


If 


» 


3 7 . 


2 s . 


5" 


'» 


»1 


4*. 


2». 


6" 


>» 


It 


2 s . 


2". 


6 u 


» 


»» 


4 7 . 



The parallels with Romans and 1 and 2 Cor. are 
explicable either as deliberate adaptations by some 
later writer or as the reiterations of the same 
thought by Paul himself. Those with 2 Tim. and 
Titus are stronger, and either point to nearly con- 
temporary composition by one writer or to a 
deliberate adaptation. It has been held by von 
Soden (Hdcom. p. 154), Moflatt (Historical NT, p. 
560), McGiffert (Apost. Age, p. 413), that 1 Tim. is 
the latest of the three, and based on 2 Tim. and 
Titus ; but a mere comparison of style* does not 
indicate any priority as between 1 Tim. and Titus, 
and favours the priority of 1 Tim. to 2 Timothy. 
The other points of difference — fuller organization 
in 1 Tim., fuller description of the false teachers, 
etc — are as explicable by the difference of circum- 
stances in each place as by a difference of date. 

iv. Situation implied at Ephesus. — (a) The 
False Teachers. — The primary purpose of the letter 
is to remind Timothy of the charge given to him 
to check certain false teachers ; but, as he is 
assumed to know them, they are described in such 
general terms that it is difhcult for us to identify 
them. It is not, indeed, necessary to assume that 
all the descriptions apply to one set; Ephesus 
supplied a great variety of forms of religion, 
heathen, Jewish, and Christian (Ac 19) : and 4 1 ' 8 
(cf. Tit l 10 , 2 Ti 3 1 ) perhaps implies a separate 
development in the future ; yet the probability is 
in favour of one main tendency. The teachers 
were prominent in the Church (l e ): they may 
have held otlice [cf. the stress on the discipline 
over presbyters (5*" 18 ), and the need of more care- 
ful cnoice of ministers (3 1 * 18 )] : two of them had 
already been 'handed over to Satan' (l 88 ): and 
they may have attempted to attack St. Paul's own 
apostleship (1> 2 7 1" M /SW^^u-). They are 
untrue to the central Christian temper ( l 8 ), they 
do not listen to the dictates of their own con- 
science ( 1 1B 4 8 ), are ignorant (l 7 ), influenced by the 
desire of making gam out of their religion (6 8 " 18 ), 
living in a state of feverish excitement (6 4 rorflr), 
suggesting curious disputations and investigations 
which are 'other' than the deposit (1* 6*), and 
producing an atmosphere of strife, jealousy, and 
suspicion (6 4 ). In the substance of their teaching 
a few details emerge. 

(1) They claimed to be 'teachers of law' (V): 
misinterpreting the OT in some way for purposes 
other than those for which it was intended (cf. 2 Ti 
3 18 * 17 ) : possibly depreciating law in an antinomian 
spirit, so that the writer has to insist on its real 
value (I 8 * 18 ) : or, more probably, exaggerating its 
value, so that he has to point out its limitations, 
as intended only for ASikm (ib.). 

(2) They laid stress on ftuOoi ml yerectkoyiai 
(l 4 4 7 ). The reference of this is also ambiguous. 
The words would be applicable to the speculative 
theories of Gnosticism, with its legends about the 
creation of the world and the relationships of the 
various asons which separated God from matter . 
and the Christian writers of the 2nd cent, con- 
stantly made this application (Irenaeus, adv. Httr. 
Pncf. ; Tertullian, c. Valent. 3, de Anima, 18, de 
Proiscriptione, 33, adv. Marcionem, L 9 ; Epi 
phanius, Hasr. 33. 8). 

But the context connects them with teaching 
about the Law (l 7 ) : Titus speaks of 'IovSoikoI iu&v. 
(I 14 ), and connects yctaXoylcu with Mx<« ro/unt 
(3 B ) ; and Ignatius (ad Magn. 8) uses exactly similar 
language of the Judaizers of his day. They are 
therefore Jewish in origin, and were probably 
speculations based upon the legendary history of 
the patriarchs and their descendants, akin to the 
Jewish Haggadoth, and illustrated by the Book 
of Enoch, the Book of Jubilees, and the treatise 
on Biblical Antiquities attributed *to Philo [cf. 
Hort, Judaistic Christianity, pp. 130-146]. The 
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reference to Jannes and Jambres (2Ti 3 8 - 9 ) will 
then be a half-ironical ad hominem illustration 
from one of their own favourite myths. 

(3) They laid a special claim to knowledge (6 W ). 
This again would have a peculiar applicability to 
any form of Gnosticism, and it is so applied by 
Hegesippus ap. Euseb. iii. 32 ; but it is equally 
applicable to the Rabbinic chum to special know- 
ledge (Lk 11 M , Jn 7", Ko 2»). The word dmtffoeti 
in &° offers an easy suggestion to the amOivett, 
' Contradictions between OT and NT,' of Marcion ; 
but such an allusion is inconsistent with the stress 
on Jewish law (cf. 2), and impossible in date, 
unless the verse be a subsequent interpolation. 
It may either refer to 'Rival theses,' i.e. con- 
flicting decisions of the Jewish Rabbis on the 
application of the Law, the Jewish Halakha, the 
• tradition of the elders ' (so Hort, I.e.) ; or it may 
be translated * oppositions ' (cf. 2 Ti 2"), and if so, 
gives no clue to the nature of the opposition. 

(4) They taught a false asceticism, prohibiting 
marriage, requiring abstinence from certain foods 
(4'~*), and perhaps from wine (5 s3 ), and that on the 
ground that matter was evil (4 4 - B , cf. 4 7 - 8 6"). This 
particular teaching is ascribed to &u/u6yca, and so 
probably came from a heathen source; and it is 
quoted as a prophecy of the future, and so is per- 
haps separable from the rest. But the writer is 
probably quoting a past prophecy as being fulfilled 
in the present, and it is placed in close connexion 
with the 'myths' (4 7 ). This teaching, again, is 
exactly parallel to the teaching of later Gnostics 
(cf. Clem. Alex. Strom, iii. 3 ; Tert. adv. Marcionem, 
i. 14 ; Ireueeus, Hasr. i. 28) ; but it may equally 
have arisen from an exaggeration of the Jewish 
law, with a mixture of Oriental speculation, 
coming perhaps through Essenism (cf. 1 Co 7 ana 
8, Ro 14, Col 2, He 13). 

It is perhaps legitimate to read allusions to the 
false teachers in the regulations of chs. 2. 3, which 
follow so directly upon the warning against them. 
If so, their teaching was characterized by an ex- 
clusiveness, limiting God's universal salvation, 
whether from a Gnostic or a Jewish standpoint, 
and perhaps denying the salvation of women ; 
perhaps also by a low standard of morals. 

The main tendency, then, is that of a Rabbinic 
speculative Judaism, playing with historical 
legends and casuistry, and coloured by an asceti- 
cism borrowed from some heathen source, perhaps 
through Essenism (cf. Lightfoot, Col. *0n the 
Colossian Heresy,' Biblical Essays, xL, Ignatius, 
i pp. 369-374). 

(o) Organization of the Church. — The Church 
forms one organized community, described as 
God's family (3 8, 1S ), an 1 ecclesia ' of a God of life 
(ib.): its members are <* aSe \<p L (4 s ), ol ruxrol (4" 
5 19 6 3 ), &yioi (5 10 ). They meet for common worship, 
and apparently up to the time of this letter men 
and women alike had been wont to teach and to 
lead the prayers, but the writer limits this right to 
the men (2 8 ""). At the worship there are reading, 
exhortation, and teaching (4 U ), prayers, interces- 
sions, thanksgivings (2 1 5 9 ). Over this body the 
apostle is supreme : he hands over offenders to 
Satan (xaoiSuxa, l x ; but this would not necessarily 
exclude the co-operation of the Church, as in 1 Co 
6 4 ) ; his exhortations (2 1 ) and wishes (2 s ) are authori- 
tative ; the true teaching is the gospel, which has 
been entrusted to him (1" 2 7 ). Timothy is his 
delegate, ' the instrument of an absent rather than 
a wielder of inherent authority ' (Moberly), com- 
missioned to ordain ministers (though the whole 
community would have a voice in the choice of 
them, cf. 3 aM>d10 ), to exercise discipline over them, 
to regulate worship, to control teaching, and hand 
on the traditions of the apostle. His exact status 
is not clear : he may have been a temporary dele- 



gate for a special work, as he had been before to 
Corinth (1 Co 4" ") and Philippi (Ph 2 W ), and as 
Titus had been twice or thrice to Corinth (2 Co 7 
and 8); or he may have been peiuianently set 
apart as St. Paul's delegate for the higher func- 
tions of ministerial work, unlimited by any local 
sphere, but sent from time to time to various 
places; or, again, he may have received a per- 
manent commission to represent the apostle and a 
permanent localization at Ephesus, or possibly 
throughout Asia Minor. Either view is tenable, 
but the first springs most naturally out of the 
language of l 8 4". 

It is also uncertain whether he had received 
special ordination for this task. He had received 
a special gift, given by laying on of the hands of 
the presbyters, and prophecies had led Paul to 
choose him (l 18 4") ; but the reference may be 
either to consecration for this piece of work, or to 
formal ordination when he lirst became Paul's 
helper (Ac 16'~ 4 ). His position seems to be that of 
a vicar apostolic rather than of a localized bishop, 
though it is the germ out of which the later local- 
ized and monarchical episcopate developed. 

The more permanent ministry under Timothy is 
assumed to be already in existence. There are no 
directions to establish any new office, unless it be 
that of the church-widows, but only to regulate 
and spiritualize those that exist. These are — 

(1) The HrUrxorot. He occupies a prominent 
position in the eyes of the Church and the heathen 
world ; he must have high moral qualifications : 
from these it may be inferred that his duties will 
be to entertain travelling brethren {<pi\6£ti>of), to 
teach (ii6aKTiic6t), perhaps to control the finances 
[d</x\dpyvpot), to preside and care for the Church 
(xparriji'at, twifUKdadai). 

(2) -wpta^drtpw., who are formally ordained (!) for 
the position (5* 1 ). who also preside (v-poear&ret), 
who also preach and teach (i» \6ytp koI StSaataXlq.), 
who receive maintenance in return for their work, 
and who are under Timothy's discipline. (There is 
not, as often assumed, a contrast in 5 17 between 
teaching and non-teaching presbyters, but only 
between those who take pains with their teaching 
and those who do not). 

Are these two different orders of ministers, or only two names 
for one order? This question, too, cannot be positively answered. 
The fact that rfwfiimm are not mentioned in ch. 3 ; that the 
W.nmtH is not mentioned in ch. 6 ; that the same functions of 
presiding and teaching are attributed to both ; the prima fade 
meaning of Tit 1M, cf . Ac 20 «-»,— these favour the identification 
of the two. On the other hand, the constant use of the singular 
irirmrM and of the plural *f%r&,rtp*t, and the usage of the 2nd 
cent, favour the separation, and leave it a tenable view that 
out of the many presbyters one bishop was already chosen at 
Ephesus in order to preside over the whole and to represent 
them to thetouter world. 

(3) fabtorw. Subordinate officers, whose char- 
acter has to l>e tested before the whole com- 
munity before they enter on office. Their duties 
are not defined ; but they perhaps have to ad- 
minister the finances under the tslnKvmot (ufj 
alaxpoKtpSth), and to teach, as a successful dia- 
conate gives them boldness of speech. After 
their diaconate they may perhaps hope to rise 
to a higher position (paepbt) in the Church 

(38-10. It. 1» j 

(4) -fwaiKtt are also mentioned in the official 
ministry, between two sections dealing with 
SidKowoi : i.e. probably ' women who are deacons,' 
deaconesses ; but possibly only * wives of deacons.' 
A high character is required of them, but their 
duties are not defined. 

(5) x% at - The regulations for widows are de- 
scribed at fuller length, and give the impression 
that the writer is introducing a fresh organization 
in this case. There is probably a distinction to 
be drawn between lonely widows who are the 



Digitized by 



Google 



772 TIMOTHY, FIRST EPISTLE TO TIMOTHY, FIRST EPISTLE TO 



objects of charity, and who devote their time to 
prayei (5 4 " 8 ), and active widows who are church 
workers, whose names are entered on a church 
list, after careful examination of their antecedents 
(5"' 10 ). The distinction is not, however, clearly 
marked. See also art. Widow. 

[Cf. Gore, The Church and the Ministry, ch. v.; 
Moberly, Ministerial Priesthood, ch. v. ; Hort, 
Christian Ecdesia, chs. xi. xii.; J. H. Bernard 
in Camb. Gr. Test. pp. lvi-lxxiv ; Weiss, § 4; 
Zahn, Einl. i. 459-466]. 

v. Authorship.— The Epistle claims to be by 
St. Paul, and is directly attributed to him by 
Irenseus (Pnef. II. xiv. 7, IV. xvi. 3), Tertullian 
(de Prascr. c. 25), Clement Alex. (Strom, ii. p. 457, 
Hi. p. 534), and the Muratorian Canon ; it was 
included in the Latin and Syriac versions, and 
this implies an acceptance of its Pauline claim. 
It was known to Marcion (c. 140) ; there are 
many parallels to its regulations in the earliest 
documents that underlie the Apostolic Constitu- 
tions (cf. Harnack, TU II. v. pp. 50-52, or Chron. 
i. p. 483) : these may be due to independent treat- 
ment of some earlier list of regulations, but the 
more prob. view is that the Apost. Const, give a 
later and fuller adaptation of 1 Timothy ; and 
there are parallelisms to its language in the 
Epistle of Vienne and Lyons (Eus. v. 1), Hege- 
sippus (Eus. iii. 22), Justin Martyr (Dial. vii. 17, 
xxxv. 3(?)), and above all in Polycarp (cc. 4. 5. 8. 
9. 12), Ignatius (ad Troll., Inscr. ad Magn. 8, 
ad Polyc. 3), and Clement of Rome (7. 21. 54. 61). 
which make it probable that it was known to all 
these writers, and well known in Asia Minor before 
A.D. 115, and perhaps at Rome before a.d. 95. 
For an instructive comparison of the Pastoral 
Epistles with Ignatius, cf. von der Goltz in TU 
XII. iii. pp. 107-118, 186-194. 

On the other hand, it was rejected with 2 Tim. 
by Tatian (Jerome, Prol. ad Tttxim), by ' certain 
heretics' (Clem. Alex. Strom, ii. 11), and with 
both 2 Tim. and Titus by Marcion (Tertull. adv. 
Marcionem, v. 21) and Basilides (Jerome, I.e.). 
Tertullian implies that the reason of tile rejection 
was that they were private letters; but it may 
have been due to a dislike of their teaching, or, 
if they were not Pauline, to a real knowledge of 
their origin. The external evidence is as strong 
in church writers as for any Epistle ; but it is met 
by a persistent rejection on the part of some 
heretics. 

The internal evidence permits two alternatives. 
Either the author is Paul, or he is some later 
writer anxious to support Christian morality and 
orthodox teaching against growing heretical ten- 
dencies, and for this purpose composing the letter, 
possibly with the help of some genuine Pauline 
fragments, and certainly with a deliberate use of 
the Pauline letters. _ In deciding between these 
two alternatives it is not possible to appeal to 
points of similarity with Pauline language or 
with St. Paul's character, as they are assumed 
on both sides ; on the other hand, differences 
from the known facts of St. Paul's life are as 
much an argument against the second alternative 
as against the first. 

(1) The historical situation cannot be fitted into 
the account of St. Paul's life in the Acts. This is 
true in spite of recent attempts to place it at the 
time of Ac 20 88 (Bartlet, Apostolic Age, pp. 179- 
182, 511-515; Bowen, The Dates of the Pastoral 
Epistles, London, 11>00) ; yet the Acts is incomplete 
even over the ground which it traverses, e.g. it 
makes no mention of the intricate circumstances 
connected with the mission of Titus to Corinth, 
i.e. it helps us to understand 2 Cor. as little as 
this Epistle. Further, it confessedly ends before 
the death of St. Paul. There are other grounds 



for believing in a release of St. Paul after Ao 28 
(cf. art. PAUL), and the situation implied here 
may easily fall in the interval between that re- 
lease and his death, about the same time as Titus 
but before 2 Tim., as this Epistle gives no trace 
of the danger of persecution. 

(2) The style is unlike St. Paul's more argu- 
mentative passages, but it res-nubles that of the 
more practical sections of the earlier Epistles, e.g. 
1 -Th 5, Ro 12-16, 1 Co 16, 2 Co 8. 9. The general 
structure, the quick passage from practice to 
doctrinal basis, the personal interludes (l w 2*), 
the frequent repetition of a word and its cognate 
forms (Tlmt, l"*"; xat, 2'" 7 ; vXoCtot, 6"- M ), the 
fondness for sharp antithesis (5 8 5 U 6 7 6 19 ), the use 
of the language of the OT and of Greek proverbs, 
are subtle points that might escape an imitator. 
But two points of difficulty remain. (a) The 
vocabulary is largely different. The average of 
ira$ \eyipttna is one for every verse and a half : 
a large group of words (34 in the three Pastoral 
Letters) is not found elsewhere in St. Paul, but 
is found in St. Luke's writings ; and many char- 
acteristically Pauline words are absent (cf. Holtz- 
mann, Einl. pp. 318, 319, Past. Briefe, p. 100; 
W. H. Simcox in Expositor, 1888, p. 180). 

But the argument from the mere use of words is 
always precarious (cf. an illustration from Shakes- 

fieare in the Expos. Times, June 1896, p. 418, and 
rom Dante in Butler's ' Paradise,' p. xi) ; St. 
Paul's language elsewhere shows great variation, 
even within the compass of one letter (cf. 2 Co 8. 9 
with 10-13) ; the proportion of d>af Xeyb/tewa is— 
1 for 1*55 verses in the Past. Epp. ; 
1 „ 3 08 „ „ 2 Cor. ; 
1 „ 5-53 „ „ ICor. ; 
hence the difference between 2 Cor. and 1 Cor. is 
as great as that between the Past. Epp. and 2 Cor. 
(KdHing ap. Weiss, p. 51). Within the Pastorals 
72 words are found in 1 Tim. only, 44 in 2 Tim. 
only, 26 in Titus ; 10 are peculiar to 1 Tim. and 
Titus ; 8 to 1 and 2 Tim. ; 3 to 2 Tim. and Titos. 
(tyAc/tor, eMfitta, Si&fioXot as adjective, are common 
to the three, and they all have some word cognate 
to aiSxppw, and the phrases x«rr&t 6 Xbyos, iiriyruoit 
iXijdflas, if vyiairovaa SiSacrnaXla, 6 fvr alwr. There 
is no word which is of clearly later date : many of 
the differences arise from difference of subject, 
esp. in 2 8 - 10 5 s " 18 where they are most frequent; 
some occur in phrases which seem to be quotations 
(see above). Many are words common in the Greek 
of the Apocrypha (cf. the instances from 2 Mac 
in Camb. Gr. Test. p. xxxix). Some few are 
Latinisms (ydf** <xw, TfAxpiim), due perhaps to 
residence in Rome ; others are medical metaphors 
(irfialfttf, ¥oc(u>), due perhaps to intimacy with 
St. Luke; while it is difficult to estimate how 
far the mere wording of a letter was due to 
the amanuensis employed. [The question of 
the vocabulary is carefully treated in Findlay's 
Appendix to Sabatier, The Apostle Paul]. 

(o) But many of the phrases seem technical and 
stereotyped : 'lipois if eXxlt -hnuf ( V ; notice the 
advance on Col l"), i) rapayytXla (l a ), if irytairowra 
SiSacxaXla (l 10 ), Turrbs Xbyos (V s etc.), rfjr koX^ 
trrparelai', tti» tutti* (V 9 ), o <rurr)p jjm^* 0e£* (2*), 
rb naprvfHor «reu/xu! Woes (2 s ), 17 TtKPtrywia (?) (2 U ), t4 
Hvcrlipior rtjt rlareuil (3*), rb rrfl tvotfitlat fUKrHipior 
(3 18 ), it koMi SiSofficaXla (4 8 ), * Si5a<XKaXla (6 1 ), * 
edtpywla (?) (6»), ii <t>roXi (&*), t> wapaefrr, (6*) ; there 
is an articulated fixity about them which seems 
to mark a late date, and to be unlike the freshness 
of the earlier style. This, again, is true ; but the 
date on any hypothesis is later, the diction is that 
of * the old man ' less 1 eloquent,' aud he is writing 
to an intimate companion, so that his language 
may naturally have somewhat of an esoteric 
stamp. 
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(3) The tone of the religions life implied shows 
a similar development. It is in all essentials 
Pauline ; for it consists of life eternal, won by 
Christ's death, which has brought salvation to all 
mankind ; and this life must snow itself by a high 
Christian morality, and_ be ready to face the 
appearance of Jesus Christ. But there is more 
stress on the value of law ; on the need of good 
works, or attractive works, «caX& (pya (4 times 
in 1 Tim., 3 in Tit., elsewhere not in St. Paul); 
religion is described as «i*rt/3«a (8 times in 1 Tim., 
once in 2 Tim. and Tit., not elsewhere) or Btootfiti* 
( 1 Ti 2 W only) ; the favourite qualities are those 
of a sober, orderly loyalty. Yet each point 
could be illustrated from St. Paul (1 Co 6" i , Ro 
3" 7 U , (ial l 8 5 < n -°, Eph 2 10 ), and there is a 
uniform tendency in the earlier Epistles to pass 
onward from the strain of the first conversion to 
the quiet ordered after-life, and to bring every 
sphere of human relationship under the control of 
Christian discipline (cf. W. Lock, St. Paul, the 
Master Builder, ch. 4). 

(4) So, too, with regard to Church organization. 
There are more details of it, and more stress upon 
it ; yet the details can be paralleled elsewhere : 
cf. Ac 14" 21", Ja 5" {vpe*p6repot), Ac 20", Ph 1> 
{iTlffKoriH), Ph l 1 (SidKorot), Ro 16' (deaconess), 
Ac 6 1 9", 1 Co 7 (xvp<u). St. Paul organized some 
ministry from the first (1 Th 5", 1 Co 12") ; his 
influence from the first had been used to check the 
irregular utterances of the spirit and to lay greater 
stress on the ordered ministry (1 Co 12-14) ; and 
the further stress upon it is natural with the lapse 
of time bringing new developments of false teach- 
ing and the prospect of his own death. 

The prominence of prophecy, the uncertainty 
about the exact status of Timothy, about the 

Sresence of a monarchical episcopate, about the 
istinction between Mitkotoi and ■wptoBvrtpm, the 
need of regulation of public speaking by women, 
all favour a date considerably earlier than the 
Ignatian letters. 

Certainly the letter gives the impression of a 
Church well established ; the functions of the 
various ministers are implied as already fixed, the 
iiriaKorii is an object of desire (3 1 ), Timothy can 
choose between novices and older members of the 
Church (3*), the Church widow must be of 60 years 
of age (5*), there has been sad experience of the 
falling away of Christian widows (a** u ) ; but none 
of these points carry us beyond the possible con- 
ditions of a flourishing community in a large city 
which may have been established at least ten 
years, at a time of quick development such as is 
stamped on every page of the NT. 

The advice of 5" is inconsistent with that of 
1 Co 7*\ but there the advice is confessedly a 
counsel of perfection (cf. v. M ), and given in face of 
a special necessity. 

A comparison with other documents connected 
with Ephesus, e.g. Ac 20 18_se , esp. 30 , the Prologue 
of St. John (with the stress on God's creation of all 
things (cf. 4*), of the manifestation of Christ in flesh 
(cf. 3 W ), of the contrast between the Law and grace 
and truth and glory (cf. I 8 " 11 )), and with the Ep. to 
Eph. (with its stress on the Ascended Lord as the 
source of spiritual strength, on the importance of 
the ministry, of the Church, of family fife, its wit- 
ness to the growth of Christian psalms and hymns), 
shows that the writer knows the conditions of 
Ephesus in the 1st century. 

(5) The teaching of the false teachers has been 
shown to be compatible with the Pauline author- 
ship, and it may be added that the very vagueness 
of it suits an earlier rather than a later date, while 
the absence of any certain or probable allusion to 
Docetism, which was the prevalent danger in 
Ephesus and its neighbourhood at the time of 



1 John and of the Ignatian letters, is in favour of 
placing this Epistle before those. 

(6) Some critics feel an artificiality in the situa- 
tion implied. Paul is about to return shortly, yet 
troubles to write on points like those of 2'-3 ls , 
which could afford to wait ; yet the circumstances 
of the writing of 1 Cor. and 1 Thess. (I Co 4 1 ", 
1 Th 3") are exactly analogous. Again, Timothy 
is placed in a position of very great importance, 
yet is distrusted as young, liable to be weak, and 
to be misled ; but this corresponds to the little we 
know of Timothy's character elsewhere, and it is 
probable that he had failed to deal with a crisis at 
Corinth (cf. Timothy) : and both these are objec- 
tions to any unity of authorship ; indeed, if any- 
thing, it is more probable that St. Paul should 
have spoken thus in a private letter to Timothy, 
than that a later writer, who was ex hypothesi 
using Timothy as a type of an important official, 
treated as being the recipient of important instruc- 
tions, should have thus weakened his character. 

The conclusion is difficult. The Epistle marks 
at all points an advance on the earlier Epp. of St. 
Paul. In style, in organization, in stereotyped 
fixity of teaching, in the character of the teachers 
opposed, there are marked differences. On the 
other hand, in all these points it also offers marked 
differences from any writings of the 2nd cent. It 
falls within a period in which we have little to 
guide us. ' The secularization of Christianity is in 
full swing' (Julicher), but there were the begin- 
nings of this in 1 Cor. and Ephesians. 'The 
writer is a type of a time when the ethical voice 
of a noble Hellenism and the Roman instinct for 
organization are uniting themsel ves with the Chris- 
tianity which had sprung as religion out of Judaism, 
in order to build up the old-catholic Church ' (von 
Soden); but such incorporation of Greek and 
Roman thought had taken place in Paul's time, 
and was mainly due to his genius. It is Pauline 
in claim ; admittedly Pauline in central doctrine ; 
' their author was an adherent of the apostle's 
who reproduced his master's ideas' (Moffatt, I.e. 
p. 561). He has an intimate acquaintance with the 
Pauline letters : the letter was accepted as Pauline 
by those who most represented Paul's teaching. 
Whether we can take the further step and assert 
that it is Paul's own work, dei»ends upon the 
question whether the stress on organization, 
authority, teaching, loyalty, can fall within his 
lifetime ; and whether he was one who could 
forget the controversies of the past and devote 
himself in the face of a new danger to lay stress 
on the foundation already laid, and to try to 
secure a high moral and spiritual tone within the 
Churches under his control by enforcing more 
strictness in worship and in the qualifications for 
the ministry. The points of comparison with the 
earlier Epistles can scarcely be urged in favour of 
the authorship ; indeed in one or two places, 1" 27 
(esp. the parenthesis, dX^fctar \(yu, oil if/tuSofiai), 
the language seems scarcely explained by the cir- 
cumstances of the time, but to be due to a mere 
extract from earlier letters, and if so, would be an 
argnment against genuineness; but these phrases 
may be reminiscences in St. Paul's own mind of a 
past controversy (cf. Eph 2") rather than extracts 
from his letters ; while the differences, e.g. in the 
salutation (l 1 ). in the deeper description of his own 
sinfulness (l 1 *' 18 ), side by side with the stronger 
assurance of the truth of his message, the bold- 
ness of the criticism on Timothy, the personal 
reference to his illnesses and his water-drinking, 
the attectionateness of the last appeal (6 s0 ),— all 
these are subtle points, which are more natural 
at first than at second hand, and which seem to 
bring us face to face with Paul himself. 

vi. Integrity. — There is no MS ground foi 
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doubting the integrity of the Epistle ; nor is there 
any intrinsic inconsistency or lack of arrangement — 
given the ordinary discursiveness of a letter — which 
would suggest interpolation. For the awkward 
anacoluthon I s , cf. Eph 3 1 ; 3" comes in awkwardly 
between 10 and n , and may need transposition, but 
3 1J may be an after-thought (cf. 1 Co 1") ; for 6 l7 -» 
cf. Bo 16"-» 

But the doubt has arisen in connexion with the 
authorship. On the theory of the Pauline author- 
ship, it has been suggested that the sections which 
imply a late date may be later additions to a 
genuine letter. Thus 3 1_u is of a quite general 
character : it has no personal expression : it could 
be dropped without destroying the sequence of 
thought. 2 1 " 7 * •" 1B 5 1 " 16, n "* 1 are almost as general ; 
and the personal expressions *-apara\« 2 1 , BoOXouai 
2* 5 U , ertT/xhrw 2 ,a , SiauaprOpouai 5 SI , might be those 
of Timothy himself or of some later authority, 
laying down detailed instructions in accordance 
with the general principles enunciated by St. Paul. 
This would meet the difficulty of the large number 
of non-Pauline words in these sections ; but that 
may be met by the fact that Paul is treating of 
new subjects, and is perhaps borrowing from half- 
stereotyped lists of virtues required of candidates 
for office, perhajw based on Jewish requirements, 
perhaps on Gentile analogies (for the correspondence 
between the requirements of 3 1 ' 8 and the character- 
istics of the Stoic wise man, cf. Camb. Or. Test. p. 
87) : besides, it makes it necessary to treat 2 7 as a 
deliberate insertion, with a view to claim Pauline 
authorsnip for the section Tcf. Harnack (Chron. 
pp. 482-484), who treats 3 1U S°- 99 as fragments 
later than 138 A.D.]. Again, on the theory of the 
non-Pauline authorship, it is necessary to explain 
the personal allusions. Some of these (l 4 - Is *" 2 7 ) 
may be borrowed from or based upon previous 
letters, but 5° cannot be ; it cannot have been in- 
vented by a forger ; it must be genuine, and the 
very awkwardness of its insertion at this point is 
against the theory of a second-hand compiler, who 
might more naturally have inserted it in 4*- !6 . 
The command and the insertion of the command 
here depend 'upon some intimate acquaintance 
between the writer and Timothy, and intimate 
knowledge of the conditions at Ephesus. 

The most elaborate attempt to resolve the letter 
into its constituent factors is that of Knoke (Com- 
msntar zu den Pastoralbri-fc, 1889), who assumes 
a combination of three letters — two of them from 
Paul to Timothy, the third the final redaction in 
the 2nd cent., in the interests of Church organiza- 
tion. An attempt to read these letters consecu- 
tively as arranged by him, 

(a) I 8, *• 18 -2 10 3 I4 -4 12 5 1 ' 3 - B - «• n " 15 - 

[b) l 12-17 3 14 - 4 11 - 1S - 16 2 12 ' 18 5"" 9 6 17 " ,B 
(cj 3 1 " 9 * la * 10 * 13 2 11 5 9, 10> 16a *• 17 6 1 * 3 ' 

will show the arbitrariness of the division, and 
the possibility on such a test of subdividing the 
three still further. For exact details of suggested 
theories cf. Moffatt, I.e. p. 702 ; Clemen, Die 
Einhtitlichkcit der paid. Brief e, pp. 143 - 175 ; 
McGiffert, pp. 405 - 412; Harnack, Chron. i. pp. 
48(M84. 

vii. Value.— -The intrinsic value is partly in- 
dependent of its authorship, for the Pastoral 
Epistles, even if not written as proofs of love and 
affection by Paul to Timothy and Titus, 4 in honore 
tamen ecclesiie catholics in ordinatione ecclesiastics 
discipline? sanctificataj sunt' (Murator. Canon). 
But its witness is not so much to details of eccle- 
siastical order (for these are ambiguous), as to 
principles. 

(n) It witnesses, more fully than even Titus and 
2 Tim. , to the principle of t he d elegation of apostolic 
authority. The highest duty of ordaining, and exer- 
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rising discipline over all the officers, is not inherent 
in a Church already possessing presbyters and 
deacons, but is delegated from above to a repre- 
sentative of the apostle. On the Pauline author- 
ship the fact that this was Paul's view, on the non- 
Pauline authorship the belief in the fact is testified. 
St. Paul acts as St. John acted in the presence of 
the growing needs of the Church (Clem. Alex. Quit 
Dives, c. 42). 

(b) It witnesses that a highly ethical and spiritual 
conception of religion is consistent with and is 
safeguarded by careful regulations about worship, 
ritual and organized ministry. There is no opposi- 
tion between the outward and the inward, between 
the spirit and the organized body. 

(c) It breathes a healthy manly impatience of 
intellectual quibbles and sophistries, which are 
divorced from a moral life. It is akin to St. Paul's 
protest against owpLa. and yriiats in 1 Co 1 and 7, but 
it carries it into a different region. 

(d) In details it has had a direct influence upon 
the position and dress of Christian women in 
worship— though here it does not add anything to 
1 Cor. — upon the subjects of prayer in all Christian 
liturgies, making them universal and loyal, and so 
contributing to a missionary feeling and to a con- 
ciliatory attitude of the Church to its rulers. It 
is again the first handbook of Church discipline, 
and its direct influence may be seen in the Apostolic 
Constitutions and subsequent legislation, mainly in 
requiring high moral qualifications ip all Christian 
officials, and in insisting on a high standard of 
justice and impartiality in dealing with them. 
Even more is it the germ of treatises on the 
qualifications of the ministerial office, such as St. 
Chrysostom's ftpl Upuoirnt ; St. Ambrose, de 
Officii* Ministrorum; St. Gregory, de Pastorali 
Cura. 

LrrnuTtma— A very full account of previous literature will 
be found in Holtzmann's or in Mangold's Einleitung. It will be 
sufficient here to mention as the best modern statements of the 
problems connected with the Epistle : (1) against the Pauline 
authorship, Holtzmann, Die Pastoralbriefe (1886); von Sodcn 
in the Hand-Commentar ; Harnack, Chronologic, L pp. 4S0- 
486 (1897) ; Jiilicher, Einleitung*, pp. 138-166 (1901) ; McGiffert, 
History of Christianity in the Apostolic Age, pp. S98S. (Ed in. 
1897) ; Moffatt. Historical 21 T, pp. 666-563 (Edia. 1901). 

(2) For the Pauline authorship, Weiss in Meyer's Commentar 
zum NT; Riggenbach in the Kurzgef. Comm. (semi-Pauline); 
Zahn, Einleitung, L pp. 898-489(1897) ; Salmon, Introd. to NT, c. 
xx.; Findlay's Appendix attached to the translation of 8abatier • 
The Apostle Paul (1891) ; Lightfoot, Biblical Euayt, chs. xL siL, 
and Hort's Judaistic Chriittanity and The Christian Beclesia. 

For exegesis: TheodWeof Mopsuestia with Swete's notes 
(Cambridge, 1882) Is indispensable as representing the Patristic 
views. Theodore t and Ambrosiaster are terse and sensible, and 
St. Chrysostom's homilies are illuminating and edifying. Of 
modern commentators von 8oden for keen penetration. Wcia and 
Riggenbach for well-balanced judgment, are pre-eminent, and 
H. P. Liddon for careful analysis and Patristic illustrations 
(1897). Ellicott, Alford. Wace (in the Speakers Commentary) 
are careful and learned; Plummer in the Expositor' a Dibit 
interesting and suggestive; J. H. Bernard in Camb. Gr. Test. 
(1899)and A. E. Humphreys in Camb. Bible for Schools (1897) are 
excellent school manuals ; R. F. Horton in the Century Bible 
(1901) is interesting, but inexact and inconsistent. Useful notes 
on special verses will be found in Westcott-Hort, iL App. p. 133, 
and Field* Otium Norvicense, iii.» pp. 203-214. 

W. Lock. 

TIMOTHY, SECOND EPISTLE TO. 

i. Historical Situation of the writer. 
IL Analysis. 

ill. Literary Dependence, 
hr. Situation at Ephesus. 

(a) False Teaching. 

(b) Church Organisation. 

v. Authorship 

vi. Integrity. 

vii. Value. 

i. Historical Situation.— St Paul is in prison 
at Rome, bound with a chain, and had been a 

})risoner for some length of time (l 8 - * 17 2"). He 
lad incurred imprisonment in the cause of Christ 
(l 8 ) as an apostle and teacher of the gospel (1" 
2 10 ) : perhaps some definite charge of misdemean- 



Digitized by Google 



TIMOTHY, SECOND EPISTLE TO 



TIMOTHY, SECOND EPISTLE TO 775 



our had been made against him (in Kaxoupyot, 2 s ; 
cf. k(ikotoi6i, 1 P 2 W 4", but this may be no more 
than a simile). But the place and circumstances 
of his arrest are not clear. He had been tra- 
velling through Asia Minor and Greece with a 
band of fellow-travellers (cf. Tit 3 ,B ol fur" inod 
T&rrft), including Demas, Crescens, Titus, Tychicus, 
Erastus, and Trophimus ; apparently he had been 
opposed at Troas by Alexander, and obliged to 
leave hastily (4"' ") : in Asia he was deserted by 
those to whom he looked for support (l 1 *): at 
Miletus he left Trophimus ill : at Corinth Erastus 
stayed behind : the rest probably moved forward 
to Nicopolis (Tit 3 M ) : and there, or perhaps at 
Rome itself, he may have been arrested : Demas 
deserted him: Crescens was despatched. to Galatia 
(?Gaul): Titus to Dalmatia: Tychicus to Ephesus : 
and when he writes Luke is with him single-handed. 
An Asiatic Christian, Onesiphorus, had found him 
out, though with difficulty, had cheered his loneli- 
ness, and perhaps was enabled to better his condi- 
tion (l 18 ) ; the Roman Christians are in touch with 
him, and he is able to send a word of greeting from 
all of them (4"). Perhaps his trial had alreadyltegun 
and been adjourned (4'** but cf. Zahn, Einl. i. p. 
402, and Spitta, Zur Gesch. des Urchristentums, l. 
pp. 35-50, who make out a good case for referring 
this to his trial in the previous imprisonment) : at 
any rate he regards his death as certain and as not 
far off (4 s * 8 ). So in his loneliness he wants help, 
and his mind turns to his ' beloved son ' Timothy, 
and to Mark, to whom he had been reconciled. 
Timothy was at the time somewhere in Asia Minor, 
— probably at Ephesns, as he is in a position of 
authority, where he has to teach and hand on his 
teaching, cf. 1» 2** 14 3 1 4* ,9 ,— and Paul writes to 
beg him to come, and to come quickly before the 
winter, to pick up Mark by the way, and to stop 
at Troas for the cloak and books and parchments 
left there. But Timothy was of a timid nature, 
and the journey was one which would imply peril, 
and possibly he may arrive too late to see St. Paul, 
or may have to face death himself ; so he exhorts 
him to have courage and to provide others who will 
be able to teach the truth, and warns him against 
the special dangers which are likely to beset his 
teaching. The interest of the Epistle oscillates 
between St. Paul's desire for sympathy and his 
wish to strengthen Timothy's hands and to guard 
the deposit of the truth, 
ii. Analysis. 

11 3. Greeting. 
*-*. Thanksgiving for Timothy's past affection and 
faith, and desire to see him again. 

A. i«-2i*. Exhortations based mainly on St. Paul's position. 

B. 2'*~4B. Exhortations based mainly on the position of 

Timothy. 

A. Exhortation (1) to stir up his ministerial gift (<) : 
remembering the nature of the Spirit given by 
the laying on of the apostle's hands (T). 
(2) to be bold to face suffering: C) : 

remembering (o) the power and grace of God, 
which has conquered death and brought life 
and immortality to light (*• ">). 

(b) the example of Paul himself, who has 
faced suffering with perfect trust in 
OodO 1 - 12 )- 

(8) to hold fast the truth entrusted to him (i'\ 

in the strength of the Indwelling Spirit («). 
These exhortations are enforced by an appeal to 
the example of others : 

(a) as a warning— the disloyalty of the 

Asiatic Christians (»). 
(©) as an encouragement — the boldness 
and affection and kindly help of 
Onesiphorus ('<"»). 
(4} to be strong in the power of grace (2'). 
(6) to commit the true teaching to others and 

secure its tradition (22). 
(6) to be ready to face suffering,— like a noble 
soldier (*), which implies whole-hearted ser- 
vice («) ; like an athlete, who must keep the 
rules of the game ( 5 ) ; like a husbandman, 
who is only rewarded if he toil well («• 7) : 
remembering (a) the gospel of the Risen 



Christ, which has enabled Paul himself to 
face suffering for the elect's sake («- 10 X 
(o) the faithful saying— with it* encour- 
agement to all who suffer with Christ, 
and its warning to all who deny 
Him ("•"). 

B. Exhortations, mainly dealing with the nature ol 
the teaching to be given by Timothy— 

(1) to urge Christians to avoid idle and useless 

discussions ("). 

(2) to be himself a true worker, rightly teaching the 

truth and avoiding profane babblings (» la ) : 
remembering that (a) such discussions lead to 
impiety and spread quickly to toe ruin of 
faith (ft. is). 

(6) whereas God's foundation rests upon 
His knowledge of His own .and their 
abstention from iniquity (>"). 
(e) in ever}' house there are good and bad 
vessels, and a man must cleanse him- 
self from evil to be a good vessel (30-21). 
(8) to avoid youthful passions, and to aim at the 

true spiritual qualities (32). 
(4) to avoid foolish Investigations (23) ■ 

tor they cause strife, and hinder the true char- 
acter and. patient hopeful work of the 
servant of the Lord (3*»). 
(6) to avoid false teachers : for, 

(a) there lies in the future a great growth 
of empty profession of Christianity 
combined with selfishness and a low 
standard of morality (8>-»). 
(6) this will be ministered to by false and 
vain teachers, deluding their votaries 
and opposing the truth, like Jannes 
and Jamb res, who will, however, be 
soon exposed («-»). 
(6) to abide loyally by h}s past teaching : 

remembering (a) their past common experience 
of suffering, and of God's protection from it 

(10.11). 

(6) that suffering is a universal law for 

Christians («). 
(c) that deceivers will grow worse s ). 
(a) the teachers from whom he has learnt 

even from childhood the real spiritual 

value and purpose of all Scripture 

('*-"). 

to fulfil his whole duty, as an evangelist, with 

patience, sobriety, and courage (41-*) : 
remembering (a) that people will grow im- 
patient of sound teaching (*•«). 

(6) that Paul himself is passing : his work 
is done : he can only look forward to 
the crown of righteousness («• 7). 
(c) that that crown will be given to all 
who love the Lord's appearing Qf). 
4*3!. Personal messages. 

Appeal to Timothy to come quickly, because of 
Paul's loneliness (»■ 10) : to bring Hark also Hi), 
and to stop afTroas for his cloak and books (13) : 
to avoid Alexander O*- «). 
Reminder of the way In which the Lord had pro- 
tected him in the past in spite of men's desertion, 
and trust in Him tor the future (»«-i«\ 
Special greetings to and from individuals (13-31), 
with further account of hia .fellow-travellers (20), 
and a renewed appeal to come soon, 
«. Pinal Salutation to Timothy and to those with him. 

With the exception of the last word the Epistle 
is a personal letter throughout, and was probably 
never intended to be read aloud to the Church 
under Timothy's care. The note in 2 7 emphasizes 
this esoteric character. 

iii. Literary Dependence.— The Epistle is so 
personal and so little argumentative that there is 
little direct quotation in it, even from the OT, the 
importance of which is so strongly insisted upon 
(3 1 * -17 ). The allusions to it are subconscious and 
secondary. This may be partly accounted for by 
the fact that the writer was without his books 
and parchments (4 18 ) ; yet his mind is thoroughly 
steeped in it. Nu 16°, Is 26" lie behind 2'°, but 
mediated through Christ's saying in Mt 7*" Lk 
IS** 7 . Wis 15 7 lies behind 2* perhaps mediated 
through Ro 9 3 ' : Ps 62 1J is adapted in V* : Ps 22 tt a 
colours the whole language and thought of 4 17 - 18 ; 
and perhaps Is 42 1- * affects the description of the 
servant of the Lord in 2 94 " a, > 

Jewish tradition — whether written or unwritten 
is uncertain (cf. Thackeray, Relation of St. Paul 
to Contemporary Jewish Thought, pp. 215-222)— is 
quoted in 3 8 -'. 
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One ' faithful saying ' is quoted in 2 U * U , possibly 
a fragment of a Christian hymn based on Ro6 8 8'', 
Mt 10», Lk 12» (cf. CGT,adloc.): the ' seals ' in 2», 
while based on the OT, were probably already stereo- 
typed as Christian watchwords : 2" reads like a 
reminiscence of some early form of creed (cf. 
Burn, Introduction to the Creeds, pp. 27-30) : 4 1 "* 
is perhaps a quotation from some Christian pro- 

C" et (cf. Jude ") : 4" from some HypaQo* of the 
rd (cf. Reach, Agrapha, p. 253) : 4 18 recalls the 
end of the Lord's Prayer. 

There are many parallelisms with the earlier 
Pauline Epistles. 



i«« cf. Bo if*-. 



v 
V 

1» 

1" 
1" 



Ro8». 
Ro 1", Eph 4>. 
Ro 16», Eph 1« a». 
lTi27. 
Rogn. 



8" " cf. Ro 6« 87. 



2** „ 1 Co 97ft 



216 
2« 
8» 
87 



TitS». 

i*ne». 

Tit 

Tit l'«8». 
Ph 1« 2". 



Of all these passages Ph 1" 2 n , 1 Ti 2 7 0" alone 
suggest a conscious literary imitation ; and they are 
equally consistent, if not more consistent, with the 
hypothesis that they are the entirely independent 
utterances of the same writer. The correspond- 
ences with the Acts are mainly with the speeches 
of St. Paul there (1», cf. Ac 23> 24" ; 4 7 , cf. Ac 20*), 
but they are not close enough to be extracts ; and if 
they need any explanation, it is very possible that 
St. Luke was preparing the Acts at this time. 

iv. Situation implied at Ephesus (?). — (a) 
False Teachers. — The warning against false teachers 
is less prominent than in 1 Tim. or Titus: they 
are in the background, and their features are seen 
with less distinctness ; yet, so far as they can be 
descried, they may be identified as the same as 
there. Their chief characteristic is to 'strive 
about words ' (2 U ), to indulge in ' profane bab- 
blings ' (2 18 ), in ' foolish and ignorant questionings' 
(2°), in ' fables' (4 4 ) : they are 'corrupted in mind' 
(3 s ), unspiritual (2"»), tending to a low standard of 
morality (2 IB ) : attracting silly women by profes- 
sions of knowledge, yet unable to satisfy their 
desire for it (3"- 7 ). These tendencies will increase 
• hereafter (3 1 ir iex&Toxs ii/iipou, perhaps an applica- 
tion of some previous prophecy ; perhaps little 
more than 'hereafter,' cf. Pr 31"), but within 
Timothy's own lifetime (3* iworpiwov, 4 , " 8 ). In all 
these points they resemble the teachers of 1 Tim. and 
Titus. There are, however, two distinctive traits. 
(1) They are ybyr-t (3 13 ), i.e. either, loosely, 'se- 
ducers' (AV), ' impostors' (RV) : or, more exactly, 
' magicians,' 'jugglers,' carrying on, even in their 
professed Christianity, the old Jewish sorcery or 
the magical formula? of the ' Ephesian letters,' 
akin to Simon Magus, Elymas, the sons of Sceva, 
or those who practised ' curious arts ' at Ephesus. 
The analogy of Jannes and Jambres (3 8 ) makes it 
probable that the more exact sense is right. 

(2) Two of them, Hymemeus and Philetus, 
taught definitely that ' the resurrection is already 
past.' Such an assertion must have sprung from 
a low view of matter, shrinking from belief in a 
literal resurrection of the body, and either (a) 
asserting that the only resurrection is the resurrec- 
tion of the spirit to newness of life in baptism — a 
view which springs from the same source as the 
difficulties about the resurrection in 1 Co 15, and 
may have been based on a misrepresentation of 
St. Paul's own teaching (Ro 6 4 ), and which was a 
common tenet in Gnostic teaching (cf. Iren. L 23, 
ii. 31 ; Tert. de Besurr. 19, de Prescript. 3; Justin, 
Dial. 80 ; Polyc. c. 7 ; 2 Clem. Rom. 9), but would 
also find sympathy in Jewish thought ; or (b) 
asserting that a man only rose and lived again in 
his posterity, an explanation which is found in 
Acta Theclce 14, tjm«s ire tiSi^ontv 1)p \4yu obros 
dyiaraffw yiyrarOcu Sri yiyovtv, t<f! oh fx ^" 



t4kvou— a view which would be akin to earlier 
Jewish thought, but is a less natural perversion of 
any Christian theory (see Zahn, Einl. i. p. 486). 

There is, then, nothing to dissociate the teachers 
of this Epistle from those of 1 Tim. and Tit. ; and 
the importance laid on the true spiritual purpose* 
of the OT, as well as the ad hominem appeal to 
the Jewish Haggada (3 s - *), make it probable that 
they were perverting the spiritual value of the 
OT by the introduction of worthless Rabbinic 
legends and speculations. 

(b) Church Organization. — On this there is little 
stress and few details of it. Timothy represents 
St. Paul ; he is to uphold the deposit, the teaching 
received from Paul, Paul's gospel u 2*- 8 3 1 * ") ; 
he is to guide the teaching of others (2 I4B: -} t to 
exercise discipline (4 s ). He has received a spiritual 
qualification for his task conferred by the imposi- 
tion of St. Paul's hands (I s , but see 1 Timothy) : 
his task is described as a Bioko* la, he himself as an 
fAayytXtar^i : he is being summoned away for a 
special visit to St. Paul, but it seems to be assumed 
that he will return (3 1 " 8 4**). Meanwhile he is to 
secure a sure succession for St. Paul's teaching by 
entrusting it to others, who will be able to hand 
it on in their turn to others (2*). The suggestion 
of this Epistle, in contrast to that of 1 lim., is 
distinctly against the idea that Timothy was a 
temporary delegate, and favours the theory that 
he held a permanent office and a permanent 
localisation of the office. 

v. Authorship.— The external evidence for the 
Pauline authorship is much the same as that for 
1 Timothy, save that the allusions to its language 
in writers of the first quarter of the 2nd cent, are 
less unequivocal. It was possibly known by 
Ignatius, more probably by Polycarp (c. 5 = 2' s , 
c. 9=4 10 ), but the conscious borrowing from the 
Epistle is not certain in either writer. This differ- 
ence may be due to the fact that it is a more 
private letter than 1 Timothy. 

On the other hand, the intrinsic evidence of 
genuineness is much stronger than in 1 Tim. or iu 
Titus. Positively, there are personal touches 
throughout ; negatively, there is less to be urged 
against the genuineness. The picture of Timothy 
as young, timid, affectionate, is of a piece with what 
is known of him elsewhere : the allusions in l 1 *" 18 2 ,a 
410-16. i»-ai hear t| ie 8 tamp of truth, giving a picture 
of desertion and cowardice in some Christians 
which could scarcely have been invented, and they 
are independent of the Acts and of all other known 
sources. So with regard to the writer ; in 'char- 
acter—the affection for his fellow-workers, the 
gratitude for kindness, the sensitiveness to deser- 
tion (cf. 2 Cor.), the prayer for those who have 
deserted him, the sense of the importance of his 
own mission, the appeal to his own teaching and 
his own sufferings, the self-sacrifice for the elect's 
sake, the assurance of the Lord's protection and of 
the reward which he shall receive at the last day ; 
in method of teaching — the loyalty to Judaism 
(l»=Ph 3 s ), the value attached to the OT <3»- 
cf. Ro 15 4 ), the use of Jewish traditions (4 8 ), the 
masculine contempt for trivialities of argument 
(2 18 ) ; in the substance of the doctrines taught — the 
stress on God's purpose and grace, on the conquest 
of death, on the risen Christ as the inspirer of 
confidence, on the need of suffering and of courage, 
on the moral tests of faith, — all these point clearly 
to St. Paul. There is no objection, on the side of 
Church organization or of the doctrines assailed, 
to be raised against his authorship. The slight 
distrust of Timothy's courage and conduct (I 8 2**) 
may surprise us, but-they would be more surpris- 
ing in a forger : the repetition to him of the names 
of his mother and grandmother (l 8 ) are indeed un- 
necessary, but very natural in an old man recalling 
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his old converts; the assertion of his apostleship 
(1") is natural to one who is enforcing the duty of 
loyal adherence to his teaching : the vague gener- 
alities about the false teaching and the absence of 
controversial argument in refutation of them are 
natural in writing to one who knew all the circum- 
stances. The reference to the persecutions in 
Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra ontv (3* 1 ), is expli- 
cable, as they were the hrst which Timothy had 
witnessed, and is very like that in 2 Co ll*- **. 
The only ground of suspicion lies in the style — 
partly in the large nuniber of &*a£ \cyifiera (44 
in this Epistle alone : i0\tu>, iicalpui, &Kparfy, 
drafwTvptly, dr&Xwif, 6.*a.vr)<ptiv, dra^i/gei? , dreft- 
K&xot, iffwaUrxwros, ir^fupot, d.mb'io.Tititodai, iirai- 
dtvrot, dvorpi-readai, Apriot, iifuXdyaffoi, pfkriw, 
ydyypeura, 76171, ywa.iKd.pior, SeiXla, (kSijXos, i\typ6i, 
iwSuvtiv, ixardpdbxm, Hruruptittr, $tbwwev<TTO%, Kara,' 
tpdeiptif, xvijdciv, Xoyofjaxci", fidfifii), tdfiftpapa, weu- 
rcptKoi, 6p0orofuu>, xurrovaOai, Tpaynarla, ffTparoXoytiw, 
awKaKOTaOtin, aia^pvurpM, 0tX6»>ijj, QlXavrot, ^tXiJ- 
8of<n, tfxXCdeos, xoX«ce«J», x/"^«M<>»» no one of which, 
however, suggests a later date), and more de- 
finitely, in the many words or phrases — either 
Latimsms (x<W tx u > V or half-stereo- 

typed formulas (tcalapd trwftSipit, xadapd. Kap&la, 
Jrlyyiooii AXrjSelat, wapaff^Kit, iiyialrorret \6ytx, ^ 
vyialrovea 8i8wrica\la, rurrbt 6 X67ot, pep-f/Xot. Ktwo- 
•pwvlat, 1) tov 6taftj\ov -ray it, 8 rov Otou AvBponroi, 
6 pvp al&r) — which suggest a different writer at a 
rather later stage of Christianity. With regard to 
these the suggestions urged on 1 Tim. will hold 
good, and it will perhaps be felt that, if they 
stood alone, they would not be so striking as when 
placed side by side with 1 Tim. and Titus. They 
would be scarcely a serious objection to this 
Epistle, on the hypothesis that those were later 
imitations of this. 

The difficulty of inserting the historical situation 
in the time covered by the Acts, or of placing 
the date of the Epistle in the first Roman im- 
prisonment, seems insuperable, and, if it is genuine, 
it presupposes a later imprisonment (cf. 1 Timothy). 

vi. Integrity. — The MSS supply no hint of 
interpolation or of * contamination ' in the Epistle, 
neither does any internal necessity require such an 
hypothesis. But there are certain facts which 
have not unnaturally raised doubts about the 
integrity. Thus (1) the Epistle varies between 
two main purposes, and there is a possibility of 
contradiction between them. The greater part is 
an instruction to Timothy about his teaching at 
Ephesus, and it seems to be assumed that he will 
remain there ; the latter part summons him to 
leave and join the writer. These two purposes are 
obviously capable of being combined, and the 
appeals in ens. 1 and 2 may naturally be inter- 
preted 1 show courage by coming to join me in my 
prison,' 1 entrust your teaching to others in your 
own absence or in the prospect of your own death ' ; 
but this is not said, as might have been expected 
in the face of 4". 

(2) Again, sections of the Epistle are personal 
and distinctly Pauline throughout; while others 
(2 14 -3 > ) consist of vague generalities, consistent 
with Pauline authorship, but not demanding it. 

(3) There are some apparent contradictions, e.g. 
3* as contrasted with 2" (but they are not neces- 
sarily spoken of the same persons, and, while 3* 
refers to external success, 2" refers mainly to 
internal degeneracy) : again, 4" as contrasted with 
4* 1 (but Luke may have been St. Paul's only 
attendant in prison, Eubulus and the others Roman 
Christians who had access to him from outside). 

(4) The construction of the opening sentence is 
difficult, and has suggested that it has been care- 
lessly reconstructed from some earlier form ; but 
its difficulty does not go beyond that of many 



Pauline paragraphs. Again, I 1 *" 18 is easily separ- 
able from the surrounding context, and its con- 
nexion with it is not at first sight obvious: yet 
there is a real connexion (see the analysis), and 
the difficulty of its position will remain on any 
theory of construction. 

These facts have given rise to attempts of two 
kinds to resolve the Epistle into separate parts. 

(1) It consists of two, or possibly more, letters 
by St. Paul himself, which have been accidentally 
combined. In this case l'-4 8 with, perhaps, 4 18 "* 1 
and nb might form one letter, written from the 
Roman imprisonment, and 4*" 18 with 4 m will be a 
second letter, perhaps written earlier, at the time 
of the imprisonment in Cossarea (Clemen), or even 
later in the Roman imprisonment. This theory 
meets many difficulties, would imply very little 
dislocation of MSS, and very possibly has an 
analogy in the end of the Epistle to the Romans. 

(2) It consists of genuine fragments of Pauline 
letters, worked up into one whole by some later 
writer, say of the time of Domitian (Clemen), with 
the object of strengthening Christians in the face 
of persecution, and securing the tradition of apos- 
tolic doctrine against innovating tendencies. We 
might then have (a) 4H*- a short letter, 
calling Timothy to rejoin him, written at some 
time in the third missionary journey (McGiffert, 
Bartlet); (6) l>-2» 3 ,0 -4 8 and V*-* a letter of 
encouragement to Timothy, written at the end of 
the Roman imprisonment; (c) 2 I *-3* the addition 
of the ultimate redactor. Further and more de- 
tailed suggestions of the possibility of reconstruc- 
tion will be found in Clemen {Die Einheitlichkeit 
der Paid. Brief e, pp. 142-156); McGiffert {The 
Apostolic Age, pp. 404-414); Moffatt (The His- 
torical New Testament, pp. 700-704). But there is 
no sufficient reason for treating any part of the 
Epistle as un-Pauline : the theories of interweaving 
ot document with document are too intricate to be 
probable, and no one theory has commanded any- 
thing like a common assent. Jiilicher {Einleitung*, 
pp. 155, 156) entirely rejects the theory, because of 
the unity of each of the Pastoral Epistles, and 
regards them throughout as purely inventions 
attributed to the apostle. 

vii. Value. — The importance of the Epistle is 
not great on doctrinal or ecclesiastical grounds : 
doctrinally, indeed, it adds the fullest statement 
of the inspiration of the OT and of its primary 
value to a Christian teacher that is to be found in 
the NT : it probably bears witness to the practice 
of prayer to God for mercy to the dead (l u ), and it 
shows the power of the Christian doctrine of a 
Risen Christ to support a Christian in the face of 
death : ecclesiastically, it shows the value attached 
to the imposition of the apostle's hands, and to a 
succession of ministers as a means of securing the 
tradition of sound teaching ; but none of these 
points are peculiar to this Epistle. Its real value 
is historical and personal. Assuming the Pauline 
authorship, it is the chief source of evidence for 
Paul's life after the close of the Acts, supporting the 
theory of a second imprisonment, giving details of 
the last trial, implying further missionary work to 
the east, and possibly to the west (4 18 ) of Rome, 
testifying to his reconciliation with John Mark, 
and giving glimpses of some of his friends, who 
are not known to us from other sources. On the 
non-Pauline authorship, its witness to these his- 
toric facts may be trusted, and it would also be 
a witness to the tone of ecclesiastical thought 
in Pauline Churches at the end of the 1st or 
beginning of the 2nd cent. But its main interest 
is one of character, and two portraits emerge 
from it. (1) The portrait of the ideal Christian 
minister. He is, like Christ Himself, to re- - 
produce the features of Isaiah's ideal of 'The - x 
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Servant of the Lord,' patient, gentle, hopeful, 
interceding (2 s *) : he is to be God's man, His loyal 
liegeman (3 17 ) ; like a soldier, unentangled with 
civil duties (2 U ) ; like an athlete, obeying loyally 
the rules of the contest (2*); like a husbandman, 
toiling hard, and, if so, earning his reward (2 s ); 
like a tradesman, honestly cutting out his goods 
(2 18 ?) ; like a fisherman, trying to catch back those 
who have been caught by the devil (2 s * ?) : he needs 
courage, gentleness in face of opposition, willing- 
ness to face suffering, hopefulness for those who 
have gone wrong : he is to be serviceable (evxPn<rros, 
4 n ), thoroughly equipped for every good work (3"), 
to keep himself free from moral evil (2 s2 ), to re- 
kindle the grace given by ordination, remembering 
that it was the gift of a spirit of love and power 
and discipline (P). In teaching, he is to avoid idle 
speculations and restless innovations, to be loyal 
to the truth, to be long-suffering and yet bold in 
rebuke; the remembrance of the Kisen Christ is 
to be ever before him ; and he is to take for his 
standard of life and teaching (a) the facts of the 
apostle's life (3 >0 ), (b) the outline of the apostle's 
teaching, (e) the OT Scriptures, which are not 
only able to make him wise unto salvation, but 
also to guide him in his discipline of others. 

(2) The portrait of the Christian minister, with 
his work done, facing death (cf. 1 John and 
2 Peter). He acquiesces gladly in the present, 
but his eyes are turned mainly to the past or to 
the future. He recalls the way in which he from 
his youth, and his ancestors before him, have 
worshipped God (I s ) : he dwells on God's power 
(17.8. 12 gi 417) 33 having protected him in all past 
dangers (3 n ), as communicated to himself (4 n ), and 
yet independent of himself— God may imprison His 
preachers, but His word is never fettered (2 s ) : he 
reviews his whole course, he has no doubt of his 
reward ; and so he looks into the future, he antici- 
pates the false teaching that will arise (3 1 ), he 
warns against it, he provides for a succession of 
teachers to whom the truth can be entrusted (2 s ) : 
he strengthens his favourite son for his task : he 
is sure that God will protect him from every evil 
work that may meet him in this life, and he looks 
beyond the grave : he sees God's sure foundation 
firmly standing (2 1S ) : he sees God protecting the 
teaching which he has handed back to His care 
(1 IS ) : he sees God rewarding evil-doers according 
to their work [4?*) : he sees the heavenly kingdom, 
eternal glory, life and immortality ; he sees the 
coming in brightness (ixiipartia) or the Righteous 
Judge, and the crown of righteousness given to 
him and to all who have loved that coming (4 8 ). 

The Epistle is the letter of a good shepherd who 
is laying down his life for his sheep to one whom 
he is training to be also a good shepherd and to 
lay down his life for his sheep, and is inspired by 
the remembrance of 1 the Good Shepherd ' who had 
laid down His life and risen from the grave. 

Literature— For the literature ct 1 Timothy and Titos. 

W. Lock. 

TIM ('n? bidhU) was known as an alloy with 
copper at least as early as 1600 B.C. in Egypt, and 
probably before 2000 B.C. in Europe. It was also 
prepared pure in Egypt at least by 1400 B.C. 
The source of it is much debated. Banca, Spain, 
and Britain have all been proposed. That it 
appears as an alloy earlier in Europe than in 
Egypt shows that it was European ; and the 
nearest source of it to the early bronze lands of 
Europe is in the tin mines of Bohemia and Saxony. 
Tin (Gr. icaaolTtpos) in the literal sense is mentioned 
in Nu 31 M (P) along with brass, iron, and lead, and 
along with the same metals is used fig. of Israel in 
Ezk 22" (cf. v. 30 ) ; and it appears in Ezk 27 IS along 
with silver, iron, and lead, as an article of com- 
merce brought to Tyre from Tarshish. In Is l 38 



* alloy ' would be a better rendering than • ti n. ' In 
Zee i" Vi|0 WV-7= plummet. See further under 
Mines, Mining. W. M. Flinders Pet rik. 

TIPHS1H (ne$9=' the ford').— The name of two 
places. 

1. (6a^d ; Thaphsa) The northern limit of Solo- 
mon's dominions west of the Euphrates — the 
southern limit being Gaza (1 K 4 s *). It is identi- 
fied by nearly all commentators with Thapsacus, 
on the right bank of the Euphrates, above 
the confluence of the Belik. Tiphsah was the 
lowest ford across the Euphrates, and* the point 
at which Cyrus the younger forded the river, the 
water being breast-high (Xen. Anab. i. vr. 11). 
At the same place Darius crossed before and after 
Issus, and Alexander crossed in pursuit, on two 
bridges (Arrian, iii. 7). Tiphsah was the most 
important crossing-place in the middle course of 
the Euphrates, and on one of the great commercial 
routes between the East and the West. In the 
time of Xenophon it was great and prosperous, 
and it is mentioned later as the point at which 
river-borne goods from the lower Euphrates were 
landed and shipped. Under the Seleucids it was 
called Amvhipolis. The town was at or near 
Kaldt Dime, about eight miles below Mcskinc 
(Peters, Nippur). 

2. (B Oepc-d, A Qaipd [»*.«. fttffi Tirzah] ; Thapsa) 
A town, apparently near Tirzah, which was taken 
by Menabem after he had dispossessed Shallum 
and seized the throne (2 K 15 16 ). Josephus (Ant. 
IX. xL 1) writes the name 9<xf<£ as if it were 
Thapsacus. Thenius suggests that the name was 
originally written Tappuah (cf. Luc. Ta<put). The 
site is unknown. C. W. Wilson. 

TIRA8 (o-j'p ; Qtipit, Luc. Oipds). — A son of 
Japheth, Gn 10 s [P], 1 Ch 1». Ethnologically, the 
name should probably be identified with the 
Turusha, a seafaring people mentioned in the Egyp- 
tian inscriptions of the 13th cent., the Hvperpol of 
the Greeks (so Ed. Meyer [Gesch. d. Alterthvms, 
i. 280], followed by Dillm., Holzinger, Gunkel, 
et al.). Jensen (Theol. Ltztg. 1899, 3, col. 70) 
makes it = Tarsus; W. Max Miiller (Orient. Ltztg. 
Aug. 1900, col. 290) takes it as a doublet of Tarshish 
of v. 4 , which he identifies with Turs, i.e. the land 
of the Tyrrhenians or Italy. There are the strongest 
objections to the view of Josephus (Ant. I. vL 1), 
Jerome (on Gn 10 s ), and the Targg., that Tiras= 
the Thracians. J. A. Selbie! 



TIRATHITES (D'flsn* ; BA'Apyadietn, Luc. Qapadd). 
— A family of scribes that dwelt at Jabez, 1 Ch 
2 s *. The passage is very obscure. See Shimkath- 
ites, and cf. Genealooy, vol. ii. p. 128', and 
Wellh. de Gcntibus, 30 ff. 

TIRE. — The Eng. word 1 tire,' which occurs as a 
subst. = headdress in Is 3 18 , Ezk 24"- » Jth 10 s 16 s , 
is simply an aphetic form of ' attire ' ; it has 
nothing to do with 'tier' or 'tiara,' though its 
special application to the dress for the head is per- 
haps due to such a fanciful connexion. Cf. Adams, 
II Peter, 70, ' They metamorphose their heads, as if 
they were ashamed of the head of God's making, 
proud of the tire-woman's. Sometimes one tire is 
naif the husband's rent -day ' ; also Spenser, FQu. 
ix. 19— 

' Her yellow golden heare 
Was trimly woven, and in tresses wrought, 
No other tire she on her head did wenre, 
But crowned with a garland of sweete rod ere.' 

The verb 1 to tire' is used more generally = dress, 
adorn, as 1 P 3 5 Tind., * For after this maner in the 
olde tyme dyd the holy wemen which trusted in 
God, tyer them selves, and were obedient to their 
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husbandes'; though its only occurrence in AV 
has the sense of attiring the head, 2 K 9 80 • And she 
painted her face, and tired her head, and looked 
out at a window.' The Ueb. verb in this last pas- 
sage is 3*9*9, lit to make a thing good, right, beautiful 
(LXX Ayabuvtiv) ; cf. its use in Ex 30 7 (of trimming 
a lamp) and Hos 10 1 (of erecting goodly ma&ibahs). 
The nouns rendered ' tire ' are — 1. n<a Ezk 24 B . 
This word prob. denotes a tiara or turban of an 
ornate character. Its other occurrences are Ex 39", 
Ezk 44" (both of the headdress of the priests), Is 3» 
(worn by fashionable ladies) 61*- 10 (in the last the 
bridegroom 'makes his headdress priestly,' in allu- 
sion to the splendour of, or the special way of 
folding, the priestly turban [unless, with Marti, et 
at.,- we read p; for jnyj). 2. o'ri-ri? Is 3 18 . See 
Crescents. 3, tilrpa, Jth 10* 16*. 

J. Hastings. 

TIRHAKAH (lijrnp), king of Cush (Gap* [so B in 
2 Kings ; A Qapaxd, which is read also by B in 
Isaiah ; Luc. QapOdx] paoiXeus kldilrwup), marched 
out from Egypt against Sennacherib during the 
expedition of the latter against Judaea, in the reign 
of Hezekiah (2 K 19», Is 37 8 ), immediately before 
the destruction of Sennacherib's army in the night 
by the angel of the Lord at Libnah. Herodotus 
(ii. 141) relates that Sethos or Sethon, king of 
Egypt and priest of Hephaestus, obtained the de- 
struction of the army of Sennacherib from his god, 
who at night-time sent a host of field mice into the 
invaders' camp at Pelusium. The mice devoured 
the bow-strings and harness, and left the foe help- 
less. ' Sethon ' seems to be simply the title of the 
priest of • Hephaestus,' i.e. Ptah of Memphis (see 
Griffith, Stories of the High Priests of Memphis, p. 
8), and this title is hardly compatible with that of 
king. If Sennacherib's expedition be that of B.C. 
701, — the only expedition to these parts recorded in 
his annals (see art. Sennacherib),— it must have 
taken place before the reign of Tirhakah, which 
began in 691. This evidence combined points to the 
following hypothetical reconstruction of the episode: 
Tirhakah, before his elevation to the Ethiopian- 
Egyptian throne, was governor of Lower Egypt ; 
and at its capital, Memphis, he was high priest 
of Ptah when Sennacherib threatened invasion 
(Griffith, I.e. p. 10). After some signal and unex- 
pected disaster on the frontier of Palestine or Egypt, 
Sennacherib was compelled to retreat hastily. 

To return to facts : Sennacherib died in B.C. 682. 
Tirhakah (Egyp. THRQ), who was the last king but 
one of the 25th (Ethiopian) Dynasty, — founded by 
Shabaka,— began to reign in 691. His monuments 
are found at Gebel Barkal in Nubia, as well as 
throughout Egypt. In Egyptian documents Tir- 
hakah is entitled 'Pharaoh' ; but, though probably 
long resident in Egypt before ascending the throne 
(Schaefer, A egyp. Ztschr. 1900, 51), he was essenti- 
ally an Ethiopian, and was for some time excluded 
from Egypt Dy the Assyrians. Outside Egypt, 
doubtless, he was known as ' king of Cush.' After 
sustaining several attacks, Taharqa ( Assyr. Tarkfl) 
was driven out of Egypt in 670 by Esarhaddon, who 
plundered Memphis and Thebes, and divided the 
government among 20 rulers — chiefly native — 
tributary to Assyria. This arrangement was of 
short duration. Tirhakah seems to have returned 
to Egypt after Esarhaddon had withdrawn, and 
Esarhaddon was on his way to punish the Egyp- 
tian revolt when he died in Nov. 669 (Johns in inc. 
Bibl. s.v. ' Esarhaddon '). The first expedition of 
his successor, Assurbanipal, was against Egypt. It 
was on a great scale, and overwhelmed both Lower 
and Upper Egypt. Tirhakah fled from Memphis to 
Thebes, and from Thebes to Ethiopia, whence he at 
once commenced intriguing with the princes of the 
Delta. The plot was frustrated, and soon af tcrwards 
Tirhakah died. He was succeeded by Tanut-Amon 



(Assyr. Tandamane), who recovered Egypt, but 
was driven out by Assurbanipal in the last Assyrian 
expedition ever made against that country. 

F. Ll. Griffith. 
TIRHAKAH (AljTPj B Oapd/i, A e*px*d, Luc. 
Qapaavd). — A son of Caleb by his concubine, 
Maacah, 1 Ch 2*. 

TIRIA (h;t*» but Baer *pn ; Bom., A Q-qpid, Luo. 
'E0pid).—A son of Jehallelel, 1 Ch 4 18 . 

TIRSHATHA (k^**?).— The word occurs in five 
places ; the LXX omits it altogether in Neh 8» 10 l ; 
reads on the doubtful authority of a late corrector 
'A0ap<TaOd in Neh 7 70 ; and in Ezr 2», Neh 7 M 
fluctuates between A 'KBtpaaOd, B 'kBcpead, and 
'kotpaadd. The term occurs also under the dis- 
guised form of Attharias in 1 Es 5 40 and of Atthar- 
ates in 1 Es 9* (cf. vol. i. p. 203). That the word 
is the name of an office, is indicated by the constant 
presence of the article ; but Ewald's (HI, Eng. tr. 
v. 87) con iecture of the high-shrievalty is not happy. 
The word is genuine Persian, a modified form of a 
hypothetical Old Pers. tarsata (cf. J. Schef telowitz, 
Arisches imAT, p. 93), of which ' his reverence' in its 
literal sense and not in its ecclesiastical usage may 
be taken as a close modern equivalent. In Neh 12* 
and elsewhere, for the Persian term is substituted 
the Semitic mj»>n (see Governor), which is the title of 
the prefect or viceroy, witli both civil and military 
functions, of a province or smaller district under 
either Assyrian or Persian rule. The appointment 
was made directly by the king ; and when for any 
reason such an official was sent on special service, 
his relation to the chief of the province was not 
always clearly defined, and friction and jealousy 
followed (Ezr 5* to 6"). The title is derived from 
the Assyrian pahd, through the Babylonian pahat 



(see Delitzscn, Heb. Lang, in Light of Assyr. 
Research, pp. 12, 13 ; Schrader, COT i. 175, 176), 
and is neither post-exilic nor Persian in its origin. 



Its use dates from the time of Jeremiah, and con- 
tinued into the Talmudic period, when the term 
was used as equivalent to dp**'/*'* (Bikkurim, 
iii. 3). On the whole the Tirshatha appears to 
have been a royal commissioner or plenipotentiary, 
invested with the full powers of a satrap or viceroy, 
and employed on a special mission with the accom- 
plishment of which his appointment ceased. 

It. W. Moss. 

TIRZAH (ny]*», Qtpad).— 1. Mentioned Jos 12" as 
one of the 31 places whose kings Joshua smote. 
Tirzah afterwards became the capital of Jeroboam 
I., presumably of his son Nadab, and certainly of 
the three adventurers, Baasha, Elah, and Zimri 
(1 K 14" 15»- a 16f- »• 9 - "). In 1 K 14' 7 the reading 
of the LXX (A) is Zaptpd, i.e. Zereda, Jeroboam's 
birthplace. Baasha was buried at Tirzah ( 1 K 16"), 
probably Elah also, as it was there he was slain 
while drinking in the house of one of his officers 
( v. w - ). The Omrides transferred the seat of govern- 
ment to Samaria (w. 24 - a ), but Tirzah retained its 
importance probably as a fortress, as it was there 
[if MT be correct, but cf. LXX and Buhl, p. 247] 
that Menahem gathered a force to attack Snallum 
(2 K 15 14 ). After this Tirzah drops out of history. 

In Ca 6* the Shulammite is declared to be 
beautiful as Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem. The 
Heb. custom of personifying cities as women robs 
this comparison of the strangeness it would else 
have for us. It may be the glory and prestige of 
the capital that lea to the simile, quite as much 
as the circumstance that Tirzah had a reputation 
for beauty, or that it occupied a site renowned for 
its loveliness. * 

• Neither LXX nor Vulgate take Tirzah here as a proper 
name. A derivation from ny-i, to delight, is implied in their 
renderings {tUtu'm, tuavii). 
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The site of Tirzah has not yet been recovered 
beyond doubt.- Teiasir, a fortress on the high road 
from Shechem to Bethshan at its junction with the 
Abel-meholah road (see G. A. Smith, HGHL 355), 
seems too far north to suit 2 K 15", and generally 
farther north than Jeroboam would be likely to 
tix his home. Robinson {BRP* Hi. 302 f. ) suggests 
the identification of Tirzah with Tulluzah, a town 
on a hill not far north of Mt. Ebal, which agrees 
with the position assigned to Thersa by Brocardus 
(Descriptio, vii.), 3 leagues east of Samaria. A. 
Socin in Baedeker's Pal. and Syr. accepts this 
identification but Buhl (GAP 203) is inclined 
to identify Tirzah with the modern ef-Tire, the 
Tirat liana of Jos. {Ant. xvill. iv. 1) in the neigh- 
bourhood of Gerizim. 

2. One of the five daughters of Zelophehad whose 
case decided woman's rights in property among 
the Jews. The order of their names (Nu 26 M 27° 
36", Jos 17 3 , all P) differs in 36" from that of the 
other lists, and Heb. and LXX do not agree. 

A. S. Aglkk. 

TISHBITE.— See Elijah, vol. i. p. 687 ; and cf. 
Ed. Konig in Expos. Times, xii. (1001) 383. 

TISHRI (Month).-See Time. 

TITANS. — A Greek word (T(f)waret), mythological 
in its history and meaning, used in the LXX in 
translating the term ' valley of Rephaim ' in 2 S 
5 ,8M . It is also used in Judith (16'), in the en- 
comium upon the heroine — 

1 For their mighty one fell not by young men, 
Neither did sons of Titans smite him, 
Nor tall giants set upon him ; 
But Judith,' etc. 

These passages are principally interesting as 
showing now the Hellenistic Jews who translated 
the OT, and who wrote Judith, connected in thought 
the riphd'tm of their scriptures with the dim and 
mighty figures of the Greek mythological legends. 
See Rephaim, Giant. W. J. Beech er. 

TITHE [Iffyj), iexini). — The payment of tithe 
is a practice both ancient and widespread, being 
found among many peoples, Semitic and non- 
Semitic. The choice of a tenth as the portion due 
to God was dictated by obvious considerations. 
The history of the tithe in Israel is in many respects 
obscure. In the strange, and probably late, docu- 
ment, Gn 14, we read that Abraham paid tithes 
of the spoil to Melchizedek ; and Jacob at Bethel 
makes a conditional vow to pay God a tenth of all 
that He gives to him (Gn 28 fe E). But these narra- 
tives cannot be taken as evidence for patriarchal 
times. The latter is one of several which carry 
back the practice of the narrator's own time to an 
origin in the patriarchal age, and is illustrated by 
Am 4 4 , which shows that tithes were paid at some 
of the N. Isr. sanctuaries in the reign of Jeroboam 
II. (see Driver, adloc.). It is accordingly remark- 
able that no reference is make to tithes in the 
Bk of the Covenant. This is usually explained on 
the theory that the tithes were originally identical 
with the first-fruits, and that the need of more 
strictly defining the amount that should be paid, 
led, in the later legislation, to the use of the term 
which had already been employed in the N. Isr. 
sanctuaries. W. It. Smith, on the contrary, thinks 
that the tithe was a fixed tribute, comparatively 
modern in its origin. At an earlier period the 
tribute took the form of first-fruits, which were a 
private offering. When this was no longer adequate 
to meet the expenses of a more elaborate cultus, 
the tithe was charged as a fixed birrden on land. 
We know from 1 S 8 1 * that a tithe was paid to the 
king, and, if he devoted this to the support of the 
royal sanctuaries, the transition to a tithe paid by 



the farmers directly to the sanctuaries is readily 
accounted for. Unlike the first-fruits, the tithe 
was used to provide the public banquets at sacred 
festivals (see W. R. Smith, RS* 245-254). The 
later legislation and practice were as follows : — 

(a) In Deuteronomy. — In 14 aw * it is enacted that 
each year the produce of the soil should be tithed, 
and the tithe taken to the central sanctuary and 
there eaten ; or, if this be inconvenient by reason of 
distance, it may be turned into money, which must 
be spent on a sacrificial banquet at the central 
sanctuary. To this the Levite, since he has no 
portion, is to be invited. It must be noticed that 
the tithe is not used for public feasting, but in to 
be consumed by the farmer and his household. 
This regulation may be a reform due to the fact 
that in earlier times the ruling classes, while not 
furnishing the provisions for the feast, secured the 
best for themselves. Further, the tithe is not used 
for the support of the priesthood or the temple 
services, fne Levite has a moral claim to a share 
in the banquet, but it rests with the farmer him- 
self whether this is recognized. In the following 
verses (14* 8 - ») and in 26""'* it is enacted that every 
third year, called the year of tithing, all the tithe 
shall be laid up in the towns and distributed to the 
Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow. 
It is generally agreed that Deuteronomy does not 
contemplate two tithes, — one to be consumed each 
year, including the third, at the central sanctuary, 
and the other to be levied for charity every third 
year,— but rather a different destination for the 
same tithe, so that in the third year it shall be kept 
at home and devoted exclusively to charity. The 
origin of this regulation is perhaps to be found in 
the abolition of the old public banquets, and con- 
sequent necessity that some other provision should 
be made for. the poor. Since there would be no 
tithe in the Sabbatical year, when the land lay 
fallow, the year of tithing would probably coincide 
with the third and sixth years in each cycle of seven 
years. The question remains whether the tithe in 
Deuteronomy is to be identified with the first-fruits. 
In favour of this view it may be urged that it 
is not probable that a double tribute should be 
exacted from the crops, and that the close con- 
nexion of the law of first-fruits with that of tithes 
in Dt 26 1 " 18 shows that the two are really identical. 
The basket of first-fruits presented to the priest 
must be assumed in that case to be a portion of the 
first-fruits taken from the tithe. The command 
to ' rejoice in all the good which J" thy God hath 
given unto thee,' implies that a feast followed the 
presentation of the basket of first-fruits, and this 
would correspond to the banquet on the tithe 
enjoined 14* WB . The introduction of the term 
' tithe ' will then have been due to the neoesaity of 
fixing with precision the amount of the first-fruits. 
On the other hand, 18* ordains that the first-fruits 
shall be given to the priest, but this was certainly 
not the case with the tithe. And the feast referred 
to in 26" may not have been a feast on the first- 
fruits. It is difficult to decide between the two 
views, but it seems safer on account of 18* (which 
would otherwise have to be regarded as probably 
later) to distinguish between the tithe and the 
first-fruits. The objection based on the improba- 
bility that a double tribute would be exacted, falls 
to the ground if the first-fruits consisted merely of 
the basket of fruit, etc., presented at the central 
sanctuary. 

(b) In the Priestly Code (P).— In the legislation 
of Ezekiel, which forms the transition to P, there 
is no law as to tithes. P exhibits a great advance 
on the earlier regulations. According to Nu 18° 
'all the tithe in Israel' is given to the tribe of 
Levi * for an inheritance.' The Levites are in their 
turn to give a tenth of this (' a tithe of the tithe') 
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to the priests ('a heave-offering to Aaron the 
priest,' Nu IS*"*). The origin of this is probably 
vo be sought in an extension of the chanty tithe 
enjoined in Deuteronomy, which is now devoted to 
the Levites exclusively, and used for this purpose, 
not once in three years, but every year. Lv 27* ) - a 
ordains that, if the tithe is redeemed, one-fifth of 
the value shall be added. It is generally agreed 
that a tithe of cattle is not contemplated, but only 
of agricultural produce. It is true that in Lv 27 s ** ** 
cattle are included, and rules are given as to the 
selection, and to prevent any exchange. But this 
law stands by itself, it is not referred to in Neh 
10 n.w 12** 138. n and ig fir8fc mentioned 2 Ch 31 s 6 . 
It is probably a later addition inserted between 
the time of Nehemiah and that of the Chronicler. 
Attempts have been made to reconcile the regula- 
tions of the Priestly Code with those of Deuter- 
onomy. It has been supposed that Deuteronomy 
refers to a second titl distinct from that in P and 
to be levied on the nine-tenths remaining after the 
tithe to the Levites had been deducted. Against 
this the following considerations are decisive. No 
hint is given in Deuteronomy that such a second 
tithe is spoken of, nor can such an interpretation 
be fairly put on the passage, for a reference to the 
assumed first tithe would have been necessary. 
Nor is it probable that a tax of nearly one-fifth 
of the whole produce should be imposed on the 
farmers. Nor is it credible that the Levites should 
participate in the second tithe because, like the 
poor and defenceless, they were dependent on 
charity, if they were in possession of a tithe already 
made over to them. And, lastly, the language of 
Nu 18" * unto the children of Levi, behold, I have 
given all the tithe in Israel for an inheritance,' 
utterly excludes any tithe which was devoted, as 
the Dcuteronomic tithe, to other purposes. Here, 
as elsewhere, the explanation is that the regulations 
belong to different stages of legislation. 

(c) In later Judaism. — Two tithes were levied 
— one for the Levites in accordance with the law 
of P, the other to be consumed by the offerer , in 
accordance with that of D. The tithe was the 
most valuable part of the income of the Levites. 
The Mishna laid down this rule : ' Everything 
which may be used as food, and is cultivated and 
grows out of the earth, is liable to tithe ' (Maaseroth 
l. 1). The Pharisees evinced their scrupulous 
adherence to the Law by offering tithes of ' mint, 
anise, and cummin' {Mt 23 M ). The second tithe 
was of course consumed by the offerer, and with 
it the tithe of cattle was usually reckoned, though 
Philo apparently includes it in the perquisites of 
the priests. If the second tithe was converted 
into money, one-fifth of the value had to be added ; 
and the money could be spent only on food, drink, 
and ointment necessary for the sacrificial feast. 
The charity tithe ( or « third tithe ') was levied for 
the poor every third year. 

LrroiTtntK. — Nowflck, Heb. Archdol. IL 267-269 ; Wellbauuen, 
PrvUgom. pp. 166-168 ; Driver, DeiU. pp. 168-173 ; W. K. 
Smith, US* pp. 246-268 ; Schiirer, HJP u. 1 231. 

A. S. Peakk 
TITLE OH CROSS.— It was customary in the 
Roman empire, when a criminal was going to 
execution, for a board (called <raWt), on which the 
ground of condemnation (alrla, causa) was written, 
to be carried before him or hung round his neck — 
the inscription being known as titulus (Gr. rirXot). 
Instances of this custom will be found in Suet. 
Calig. 32 — 'prascedente titulo qui causam pamas 
indicant,' Domit. 10; Eusebius, HE v. 1 (see 
Swete, St. Mark, p. 359). All four evangelists 
mention that the custom was observed at the cruci- 
fixion of Jeaus Christ, though they describe the 
title as affixed to the cross, without referring to its 
being carried on the way to Golgotha. They have 



various styles of indicating it. As usual, St 
Mark's description is the fullest. He calls it 
1 the superscription of his accusation ' (17 briypa<p)j 
rip alrlat ainov, Mk 15 M ) ; in the First Gospel it is 
' his accusation ' (air lav airrov, Mt 27") ; and in 
the Third it is simply ' a superscription ' (iviypatbli, 
Lk 23 s8 ). The Fourth Gospel calls it by the 
technical name (rlrXos), and states that it was 
written in three languages — Hebrew (i.e. Aramaic, 
the language of the Jews of Palestine), Latin (the 
official language), and Greek ( the language cur- 
rent throughout the East), Jn 19 19 - The four 
Gospels also vary in their statements of the words 
of the title, viz.:— 

Mk = 'The king of the Jews' (i /SamXeOt ruv 
'lovSaiuv). 

Mt = ' This is Jesus the king of the Jews' (o5t6j 

imp 'Itjffous o fiaaiXeds ruiv 'lovdaluy). 
Lk=*This is the king of the Jews' (A /3a<«Xei>* 

r2r 'IovSoIup o&toj). 
Jn a* Jesus of Nazareth the king of the Jews' 

('Irjixous 6 Hafiapdios 6 /9a<rtXei)j ruv 

lovSatup). 

It is not easy to determine which of these was the 
original form of words. The instance from the 
Letter of the Churches of Vienne and Lyons, where 
the martyr's name is given (o0r6t isrt» "ArraXos 
6 Xptmav&t, Eusebius, HE v. 1), would suggest (1) 
that Mt and Lk are right in giving the word 'this' 
(oUrot), and (2) that Mt and Jn are right in giving 
the name — ' Jesus.' Since Mt is the only Gospel 
that has both the forms found in the passage cited 
from Eusebius, the preference seems to lie with the 
phrase as given in that Gospel. But then we 
cannot be sure that the same form of words was 
used in all cases, or that the Letter of the Churches 
of Vienne and Lyons gives it with verbal accuracy. 
Moreover, it may have been variously phrased in 
the three languages. The following arrangement 
has been suggested :— 



xrtm iho nann we* 

oytoc ecTiN ihcoyc o BACiAeyc tun ioya&icon. 
REX JUDAEORUM. 



(See Geikie, Life and Words of Christ, ch. lxiii. 
note e). 

The variations are quite immaterial. In all 
four accounts the essential words are the same. 
The title describes Jesus as ' King of the Jews.' 
It makes no mention of sedition or usurpation ; 
the phrase is absolute. Plainly, it was a sarcastic 
expression ; but it was perceived at once that the 
point of the sarcasm was against the Jews rather 
than against their Victim. This is shown by St. 
John, who narrates how the chief priests requested 
Pilate to change the title to 4 He said, I am king 
of the Jews,' and how Pilate haughtily refused to 
alter what he had written (Jn 19 s1 - 22 ). 

W. F. Adf.nev. 

TITTLE.— The Eng. word 'tittle' is simply a 
various spelling of 'title.' One of the uses of 
' title ' (after Lat. titulus in late use, and Fr. title) 
was to denote the stroke above an abridged word. 
It was thence used for any trifling stroke or mark 
which distinguished one letter from another, and 
was chosen by Wyclif and Tindale to translate 
the Gr. Ktpala (WH nepia, see vol. ii. App. p. 151) 
in its only occurrences Mt 5 18 , Lk 16 7 . All the 
Eng. VSS up to and including AV (1611), except 
the Khemiah, spell the word with one t. so 
Tindale in his address to the Reader, Pentateuch 
(Mombert's Reprint, p. 3), 'For they which in 
tynies paste were wont to loke on no more scrip- 
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ture then they founde in their dans or soch like 
develysh doctryne, have yet now bo narowlye loked 
on my translation, that there is not so uioch as 
one I therin if it lacke a tytle over his hed, but 
they have noted it, and nombre it unto the 
ignorant people for an heresye.' But, in quoting 
Mt 5 18 three pages later, he spells the word ' tittle. 

The Gr. Ktpia (lit. 'little horn') was used by 
grammarians to denote the Gr. accents and any 
small stroke distinguishing one Heb. letter from 
another, as a from a. On the importance attached 
to these marks by the Rabbins see Lightfoot on 
Mt 5 18 (vol. xi. p. 99 ff. ). J. Hastings. 

TITUS (T/rot).— A companion of St. Paul, who 
is always- mentioned by him with great affeation 
and confidence, yet whose name appears but on 
rare occasions in the Epistles and never in the 
Acts. On account of this silence of the Acts it 
has been conjectured that Titus is the second name 
of some one of St. Paul's companions who are 
mentioned there, and attempts have been made to 
identify him with Timothy, with Silos, and with 
Titus (or Titius) Justus (Ac 18 7 ) ; but none of these 
conjectures has met with acceptance (cf. Zahn, Ein- 
leitung, i. pp. 149, 190 ; Holtzmann, Pastoralbriefe, 
p. 81). The name is Latin, but, as with Paul, this 
proves little : his birthplace is unknown ; later 
legends place it in Crete ; St. Chrysostom in Corinth ; 
and the Acts of Thecla (c. 2) speak of him as living 
with Onesiphorus at Iconium at the time of St. 
Paul's first visit there. All that can be said for 
certain is that he was a Gentile (Gal 2 s ), probably 
converted by St. Paul himself {yvdv rixixfi, Tit 1*), 
and living at Antioch fourteen years after St. 
Paul's conversion, when the dispute arose about 
the circumcision of the Gentiles. At this time 
Paul took him with him to Jerusalem : there an 
attempt was made to compel him to be circum- 
cised ; St. Paul resisted the compulsion, and prob- 
ably Titus was never circumcised, though the 
ambiguity of St. Paul's words leaves it just 
possible that he was circumcised as a voluntary 
concession on St. Paul's part (cf. Lightfoot o 
Gal 2 1 " 4 ; Hort, Judaistic Christianity, pp. 76-83). 

Titus remaiued St. Paul's companion, being per- 
haps with him when he wrote Galatians [may 6 <ri>r 
ifiol (2 s ) mean 1 who is with me still ' ? cf. ot trvr ipol 
of I*], but not mentioned again until the time of 
the incidents which caused the writing of 1. and 2 
Corinthians. At this time he paid two, if not 
three, visits to Corinth. — (a) In the year before 
the writing of 2 Cor. (d»6 vipwrt, 8 1W ) he went at 
Paul's request (2 Co 12 18 ) with one other brother 
to Corinth, perhaps carrying 1 Cor. with him, 
perhaps also authorized to explain the method of 
the collection for the saints alluded to in 1 Co 
16 1, 1 : at any rate he did organize it, and that 
on a religious basis (wpoe»-i)/>£aro, 2 Co 8"), and 
returned to St. Paul with news of the zeal shown 
in the matter at Corinth. — (6) Probably after he 
had left Corinth there arose some serious opposi- 
tion to St. Paul there ; perhaps Timothy was in- 
sulted and set at nought [cf. 2 Corinthians and 
Paul], and Titus, who was already known there, 
was despatched from Ephesus to deal with the 
crisis, carrying the letter referred to in 2 Co 
2 and 7. St. Paul hod often boasted to Titus of 
the loyalty of his Corinthian converts (2 Co 7") ; 
but he was afraid now lest his boast would be 
proved empty : he waited, restless and anxious for 
the return of Titus ; he expected to meet him at 
Troos, but Titus did not appear ; apparently, the 
crisis required a longer time than Paul had ex- 
pected : he moved on to Macedonia ; and there. 
Titus arrived, and with good news. The majority 
of the Corinthian Church had formally punished 
the offender : they had received Titus with fear 



and trembling : they had shown regret fot their 
previous conduct, indignation against the offender, 
enthusiasm for St. Paul : Paul's boast had been 
justified : Titus had been overjoyed : St. Paul was 
comforted (2 1 * 7 U_W ).— {<?) On the receipt of this 
news Paul wrote 2 Cor. and requested Titus, who 
gladly accepted the request, to go, accompanied by 
two other brethren, on a fresh visit to Corinth 
and to complete the collection for the saints. 
Titus was to represent the apostle ; the two 
brethren represented Churches, probably those of 
Macedonia (8 s8 ). 

The next reference to Titus is in the letter to 
him. This implies that St. Paul, after the release 
from his first Roman imprisonment, had travelled 
with Titus in the East, that they had landed 'at 
Crete and had evangelized several towns (card 
r6Xtr, l 8 ), but that St. Paul had been unable to 
remain longer, and had therefore left Titus behind 
to appoint presbyters and to complete the organiza- 
tion of the Church. Titus found considerable 
opposition, especially from the Jews (1 IU ), and much 
tendency to insubordination, and possibly had 
written to St. Paul to report this and to ask for 
bis advice (so Zahn, Einleitunq, i. p. 430). Whether 
this were so or not, St. Paul wrote a short letter 
pressing him to complete the organization, to 
ordain presbyters, to teach sound doctrine and 
avoid empty disputations, and to exercise his 
authority firmly. The letter was probably sent 
by Zenaa and Apollos (3 U ), and Titus was re- 
quested to be ready to leave Crete and join St. 
Paul at Nicopolis as soon as he should receive a 
further message through Arte mas or Tychicua 
(3 1S ). Probably it was thence that St. Paul de- 
spatched him on a mission to Dalmatia (2 Ti 4 10 ). 

A comparison of 1 Ti 3 U with Tit 2 W perhaps 
suggests that Titus was older than Timotny, and 
the relations of the two with the difficulties at 
Corinth imply that he was the stronger man (cf. 
1 Co 16'° with 2 Co 7 18 ). He volunteers readily 
for a delicate task (2 Co 8 1T ), is full of affection 
and enthusiasm for the Corinthians (*6. 7 18 ) ; he 
on^s effective, freo from all sordid motives, sharing 
St. Paul's spirit, walking* in his steps (12 18 ), his 
genuine son (Tit \*), his brother (2 Co 2 U ), bis 
partner and fellow-helper (8"°). 

The omission of his name in the Acts is scarcely 
remarkable when the references in the Epistles are 
considered : if the incident of Gal '2 is to be identi- 
fied with that of Ac 15, he is alluded to, without 
name, in rows iXKovt ii- airr&v (v. s ) : the incidents of 
1 and 2 Cor. are wholly omitted in the Acts : and 
those of the Epistle to Titus and of 2 Tim. fall 
without its scope. 

It is interesting to note that Titus, the Gentile, 
is chiefly employed in missions to the mainly 
Gentile Church ot Corinth : that lib principal work 
there was organizing the collection for the saints, 
carrying out the injunction to 'remember the 
poor,' laid upon St. Paul in his presence at Jeru- 
salem (Gal 2 W ) ; and that at Crete he finds his 
chief opponents among those of the circumcision, 
(Tit V). 

Subsequent Church historians treated Titus aa 
bishop of Crete and living a celibate life to an old 
age in the island (Eusebius, HE III. iv. 6; Const. 
Apo.it. vii. 46 ; pseudo-Ign. ad Philad. c 3 ; and 
for fuller details, Lipsius, Die Apokryph. A post d- 
geschkhte, ii. 2, pp. 401-406). An interesting 
panegyric on him is found in the works of Andrew 
of Crete (Migne, Patr. Gr. vol. 97). His name is 
given still to churches in Crete : it was amiealed 
to as a battle-cry in the struggles of the Cretans 
with the Venetians ; his body was said to have 
been retained at Gortyna for many centuries ; the 
head was carried away by the Venetians, and ia 
still preserved at St. Mark's. His death is corn- 
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memorated on Jan. 4 in the Latin Church, on Aug. 
25 in the Greek, Syriac, and Maronite Churches 
(Acta Sanctorum, i. pp. 163, 164 ; Nilles, Kalen- 
darium Manuale). W. Lock. 

TITUS, EPISTLE TO.— 

i. Historical Situation of the Letter, 
il. Analysis. 

iii. Literary Dependence. 

It. Situation at Crete : (a) false teaching ; (i) organization. 

v. Authorship. 

vi. Integrity. 

vii. Value. 

Literature. 

i. Historical Situation.— Paul and Titus had 
been together in Crete. It is probable that they 
found the island already evangelized before their 
arrival (cf. Ac 2"); for by the time this letter is 
written whole families (I s * 11 ), and people of all 
classes and ages (2 1 " 10 ), consisting both of Jews and 
Gentiles (l 10 ), belong to the Church. But the 
communities were unorganized, and there were 
false teachers. St. Paul himself began to com- 
plete the organization ; probably meeting with 
opposition from the false teachers (3 10 * "), and calling 
out hearty affection from others (3 14 * u ). But for 
some reason he could not stay to finish his work, 
and left Titus with definite instructions to com- 
plete it (I s ). Time elapsed after he left, but ap- 
parently only a short time, before this letter was 
written. St. Paul was moving about with some 
of his disciples (3 1S ),— perhaps in Macedonia (if we 
may argue from the likeness to 1 Tim.), — intend- 
ing to winter at Nicopolis. Possibly he received 
some communication from Titus, reporting progress 
at Crete (so Zahn, Einl. i. p. 430 ; but uncon- 
vinciugly). More likely, he took the opportunity 
of the fact that Zenas and A polios were starting 
on a journey which would take them past Crete 
to send a letter to Titus in order to prepare him 
to join him in Nicopolis, and to strengthen him to 
enforce a high moral standard in Crete, in spite of 
the dangerous tendencies of the false teachers. 

The dates both of the visit to Crete and of the 
composition of the letter are uncertain. The 
organization of the Church is so little advanced 
that it might easily fall within the period covered 
by the Acts ; and it is possible that the visit may 
be that of Ac 27 s (licarod xporoc), and that this 
letter was written early in the Roman imprison- 
ment (so Bartlet, Apostolic Age, p. 182) : but Titus 
is not mentioned as being present at the time of 
Ac 27, and the surest indication for the date of the 
letter is its likeness to 1 Tim. ; so that probably 
both the visit and the^ letter fall after the release 
from the Roman imprisonment [see 1 Tim.]. 

ii. Analysis.— 

I". Salutation (with special emphasis on the writer's own 

apostleship and on the common faith). 
l»-8». Advice to Titus. 

A. I*- 18 . Need of appointing proper ministers. 

Reminder of Paul's past instructions to appoint presby- 
ters (»). 

Importance of high moral character in an overseer (W), 
that he may (a) strengthen the sound teaching, (b) 
refute the opponents of it (9). 

Description of these opponents, as Insubordinate, quib- 
bling, money-making, caring for fables and command- 
ments of men, forgetting the great Christian truth— 
' All things pure to the pure,'— inconsistent and worth- 
less (""«). 

B. 21-3". Sketch of the true features of the Christian character 

which Titus it to enforce. 

(a) For Christians among themselves (2'-'*) ; for the elder 
men and women, for the younger women and men. 
for Titus himself, and for slaves,— all are to live a life 
true to the sound teaching: (1) in order to avoid 
giving ofTence to the heathen world around (»- 8. 10) ; 
(2) because the saving grace of God and Christ's atone- 
ment have trained us to rise above sin, and live an 
attractive life (" «). 

'h)For Christians in relation to the outer world (Si-8): 
(«) subordination to authority (') ; (j3) gentleness to all 
mm(*> 



Reason— God's loving-kindness to us has raised us from 
the old heathen life of hatred to a new life of right- 
eousness ; so that believers in Ood are bound to set an 
example of noble and useful lives (3-8). 

(e) For Titus himself.— Vie is to avoid foolish questionings 
("), and to reject from the Church a 'hereUo' who 
refuses to listen to his admonition (10- »). 

Personal message about his own movements ( 13 - ,s \ 

Final word of advice to those who obey him at Crete (M). 

Salutation (»> 

Like 1 Tim., it is essentially a private letter of 
instructions, probably never intended to be read 
aloud in the churches at Crete, though a word of 
greeting to the whole Church (or possibly only to 
Titus and his helpers) is added (3 IS ). The main 
stress is throughout on character, on a useful 
fruitful life, as the outcome of a wholesome teach- 
ing; and (as in 1 Tim.) each section culminates in 
an important doctrinal statement — l u 2 ll " 14 3 4 " 7 , the 
last saying being called 4 faithful ' (xiarbt 6 \oyot). 

iii. Literary Dependence. — One Christian 
saying is quoted (rio-rbi 6 X&yot, 3 8 ), and one line of 
Epimenides (l 1 *). The OT is never appealed to in 
direct quotation, but its language is consciously 
used in 1"= Is 29" (cf. Mt 15 s , Mk 7 7 , Col 2*), 2 s 
= Is 52 s (cf. Ro 2 4t , 1 Ti 6 l ), 2" = Ps 130 8 , Dt 14*. cf. 
Ezk 37" (cf. 1 P 2»), 3 s = Jl 3 1 (cf. Ac 2"- ») ; all of 
them passages which belong to the common stock 
of early Christian writers, and half of which are 
used in the Pauline Epistles. 

Reminiscences of our Lord's teaching may be 
found in 1» ( = Mk 7", Lk 1 1«), 3 s ( = Jn 3 s ), 3'° ( = Mt 
lguw7) t but are not such as to iniply literary de- 
pendence on the written Gospels. The same is true 
of points of similarity with 1 Peter, which are very 
slight : I s 9 = 1 P 5 1 ' 4 , 3 1 = 1 P 2», S 4 " 7 = 1 P l". 
(But see Bigg, International Critical Commentary 
on 1 and Sreter, p. 21, who would regard 1 Peter 
as older than and as having influenced this Epistle). 
There are more verbal points of contact with the 
earlier Pauline Epistles ; cf. 

V * with Ro l l 16*» 

1" „ „ 14*. 

2'< „ Gal 1 J (?). 

3 1 „ Ro 13'. 

3» „ Eph 2 s , 1 Co 8N>. 

3 s „ „ 2*5*. 
But they all suggest the same mind dealing with 
the same subject at a different time, rather than a 
different writer borrowing from literature. 

The relation to 1 Tim. and, in a less degree, 
to 2 Tim. is more complex. As compared with 
1 Tim. the purpose is the same, and the structure is 
the same ; the warning against false teachers form- 
ing a framework in winch the rules about organi- 
zation and character are inserted ; in the same 
way each section culminates in a doctrinal climax. 
There is also verbal similarity of a marked type. 
Cf. Tit V * with 1 Ti ! £ ". 
„ I 8 " 9 „ „ 3>- 7 . 
„ 1» „ „ 3»,2Ti3». 
„ 2" „ „ 5'". 
2» „ „ 4". 

08. 10 ftl 
>t - »i »> ° • 

QM OS 

»» - M »» • 

„ 2>? „ „ 4"5»G\ 

„ 3> „ 2Ti2 4l 3' 7 . 
3 s 1*. 

" 3» lTi4 7 *6 ,1 ) 2Ti2 ,8 -». 

In nearly every case there is a freshness of treat- 
ment which is against the theory of deliberate 
borrowing; even in I s " 8 , the most continuous 
instance of similarity, there are changes (e.g. the 
omission of /ri) ye6</>vro», 1 Ti 3 s ) which are suitable 
to the circumstances of a comparatively new 
Church, and this list of requirements may easily 
have been drawn up in a written form by St. Paul 
for frequent use, and be partly indebted to Jewish 
or Gentile lists of official requirements (cf. 1 Tim.). 
The more complex organization and the fuller 
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details about worship in 1 Tim. apparently favour 
the priority of Titus ; but all the differences may 
be due to the different circumstances of the two 
delegates and the two Churches. There is nothing 
in the letters to make it improbable that they 
were written on the same day and sent by the 
same messenger. 

The analogy of the relation of Ephesians to 
Colossians is the nearest in the NT. 

iv. Situation implied ix Crete.— (a) The false 
teachers are partly Jews, partly Gentiles ; the 
Jews being the more prominent. They are influ- 
ential, upsetting whole families (l n ), opposing 
sound teaching (I s ), tending to reject the authority 
of Titus (1 W 2**S 10 ), quibbling, misleading, money- 
seeking (l 10 * 1 *), inconsistent in their lives with their 

Srofessed knowledge of God (l 18 , but these words 
o not necessarily apply to the teachers). The 
substance of their teaching consists of foolish and 
profitless investigations, genealogies, questions 
connected with the Law (3 B - 10 ), Jewish legends, 
and commands of men (1"), apparently laying 
stress on the requirements of a Levitical purity 
(l u ). In contrast with 1 Tim., there is in this 
Epistle no trace of anything akin to 2nd cent. 
Gnosticism. Each phrase is not only capable 
of a Jewish explanation, but calls for it as its 
natural meaning. The question of purity (I 18 ) is 
on a par with our Lord's treatment of Pharisaism 
(Mk 7) ; the confession of a knowledge of God is 
more naturally attributable to Jews, l 18 (cf. Ro 
2 17 ), than to Gentiles; and the genealogies and 
legends will probably be those connected with the 
patriarchal history (cf. 1 Timothy). 

(b) Organization. — As with Timothy at Ephesus, 
the exact position held by Titus himself at Crete 
is not clear. He represents the apostle and his 
teaching ; he has authority (iwiray^, 2 U ), which 
is not confined to one place, but extends over 
the whole island (I s ) : it extends to ordaining 
presbyters, to correcting and exercising discipline 
over 'heretics' (2 ,s 3"), to enforcing tne lines of 
teaching and the features of Christian character 
(2' pasnm) ; but whether the position was per- 
manent or temporary is not clear : the most prob- 
able inference from I s and 3" is that the delega- 
tion of power was for a temporary purpose only. 
Nothing is said about any ordination for the 
work. 

For permanent organization, he is to appoint 
presbyters (whether one or more is not stated) in 
each city ; and apparently the presbyter in each 
city is the same as the trlffxowos (l 8 ' 7 , but see 
1 Timothy). Their moral qualifications for office 
are stated ; and it may be inferred that their 
duties were to teach (1*), perhaps to control the 
finances of the community (l 7 alaxpoKtpdij, but l u 
shows that this is not a necessary inference), and 
to be hospitable, ready to welcome Christians from 
other Churches (cf. Ramsay, The Church in the 
Roman Empire, p. 388). 

There is no mention of deacons, deaconesses, or 
widows. The Christians are called JkXcktoI $tov 
(l 1 ), Xak T«ptoii<rwi (2 M ) (both OT titles for Israel), 
ol TtxurrfvK&rfs 0t<$ (3 8 ), and perhaps — by a title 
which suggests the new family of God — oi ^repot 
(3 U ). There is no reference to common worship, 
except as implied in the references to teaching and 
exhortation. Baptism is referred to as the instru- 
ment of salvation (3 5 ) ; perhaps l 18 (A/toXoyowru-) 
points to some public confession of faith. 

v. Authorship.— The external evidence is much 
tho same as in 1 Timothy. The evidence of its rejec- 
tion is less, but the parallels to its language are also 
fewer. It is quoted as Pauline in Irena^us (i. 16. 3, 
iii. 3. 4), Clem. Alex. {Strom, i. p. 350), Tcrtull. (de 
Prescript. 6, adv. M. 5. 21), and the Muratorian 
Canon. It was accepted by Tatian in spite of his re- 



jection of 1 and 2 Tim., but rejected by Marcion and 
Basil ides (Tert. adv. Marcionem, v. 21). It was 
embodied in the Syriac and Old Latin Versions, 
and parallels to its language are found in Justin 
Martyr (Dial. e. Tryph. 47) and Theophilns (ad 
Autolyc. iii. p. 126, where the command of 3 1 is 

1 noted as a Odot \6yot) ; and perhaps in Ign. (ad 
fagnes. c. 8 = 3*) and Clem. Rom. (i. 2=3')- 
It claims to be by St. Paul in l w ; and im- 
plicitly in 3""", passages which are indeed separ- 
able from the rest. But in the body of the letter 
there is nothing in tone, teaching, or circumstance 
inconsistent with his authorship. The character 
of Titus corresponds to the little known of him 
elsewhere (cf. Titus) : the character of the writer, 
his insistence on his own teaching and wishes (cf. 
1 Cor. ), the sharpness of tone against false teachers 
(cf. Gal., 2 Cor.), the quick passage from moral 
inference to doctrinal premiss, the quotation from 
Greek poetry, the adaptation of OT language, the 
sense of his own sinfulness (3 s ), are quite Pauline. 
So, too, the bases of doctrine, — the purity of all 
created things to the pure (cf. Ro 14): the 
eternal promise of life, the manifestation of it in 
due time, the saving grace, its universal efficacy 
(2 11 ), the redeeming death of Christ, the gift of the 
Spirit in baptism, the power to live a new life of 
love, the looking forward to the Coming of Christ, 
are quite true to the earlier letters, though the ex- 
pressions are never borrowed. The false teaching 
implied at Crete and the organization of the Church, 
each simpler than in 1 Tim., can clearly fall within 
his lifetime. 

The only ground of suspicion lies in the vocabu- 
lary and its relation to that of 1 and 2 Timothy. 
(a) There are 26 «ira£ XeySfter* in 46 verses, 
aXptTtidn, aKardyvwoTot, atrroKariicpiTOt, d<p6opla, a'^cu- 
5i)t, fid(\vKT6t, fyicpaHjs, iKtrrpt^opai, ixtlkopdfa, 
ivurroidfa, Itporptr-fo, 'IovScuk&s, KoXoStd&aKaXot, 
fidTaiaXliyoi, oUoupy6s, ipyiXot, rpefffivTii, orvyijr&t, 
ourf)ptos, ffiixppofL^u, atixppbvw, ifuXdyaOoi, tpLXaj>6po%, 
(piXfrrenvof, (ppfvaxdT-rif (Gal 6* Qptravariu), Qporrifu. 
Yet none of these betrays a late date. eiper»*6t, the 
only One that suggests a later ecclesiastical mean- 
ing, is earlier in existence than St. Paul, and the 
new meaning given to it here is akin to his own use 
of alpcaii, and apparently means ' factious ' rather 
than ' heretical ' ; and it is still an adjective. 

(6) There is, as in 1 Tim., a fixity of phrase which 
suggests lateness, e.g. Hlyvwca aX-qddat, iX^Oeia j 
kwt daifieiar, Kaipdis IBloit (1 Tim. only, but Kaiptf 
ISltp, Gal 6 8 ), 6 ffuriip $e6s (applied both to God the 
Father and to Christ here : in 1 Tim. only to the 
Father, in 2 Tim. only to Christ), /mSi ywtuKte <b^p 
(1 Tim. only), 4) StSaaxaXla i) vytaiv ovaa ( 1 and 2 Tim.), 
KoXa tpya (1 Tim.), 6 rvr alAr (1 Tim., 2 Tim.), i 
fUyat 0€&t, Xovrpbn TaXtryowiat, vurrbt 6 Xbyot 
(1 Tim., 2 Tim.). 

We are in the presence of a large vocabulary, 
fresh, fixed, and snared to a great extent by the 
writer of 1 and 2 Timothy. The alternatives of 
authorship are either that it is by Paul himself, 
writing late in his life, and writing to an intimate 
companion, — and there can be little doubt that if 
the Epistle stood alone, this would be the natural 
explanation ; or by some later writer, essentially 
Pauline in spirit, perhaps using genuine Pauline 
fragments (see below), and wishing to obtain Pauline 
authority for securing a sober useful standard of 
Christian life and high standard of clerical moral- 
ity, as against a revival of a Rabbinical Judaism. 
On this latter supposition the priority of Titos to 
1 Tim. would seem almost certain, as there would 
be so little reason for the same writer composing 
it if 1 Tim. were in existence, and intended as a 
general treatise. 

vi. Integrity.— The MSS suggest no insertion 
or dislocation in the text ; nor does the sequeuee of 
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thought require such a theory. 1 7 » i« '"deed easily 
separable irom the rest, but no conclusive reason 
requires its separation ; and 3" comes in awkwardly 
after 3", but there is a possible connexion of 
thought between them, and such postscripts are 
found elsewhere, Ro 16"-", 1 Ti 6" l X 

The question of the integrity has arisen only on 
the theory of a non-Pauline authorship : for critics 
are almost entirely agreed in regarding 3 U ' '* or 
3«-i6 ag p a nline, and the question arises whether 
there are other Pauline fragments, and whether 
they are separable. 

The chief attempt* to distinguish are these— 

l'A Pauline (McOiffert, Harnack, Clemen) ; but expanded 
from some simpler form by a late hand (von 8oden). 

Non-Pauline (»6.), added to strengthen the episcopate 
in the 2nd cent (Hamack) ; but the distinction between 
the it.'iwTK and wfir&istipi would have been clearer. 
17". Non-Pauline (Hesse, Clemen). 

Ill 13. is. Pauline. 1"- » non-Pauline (ib.) (as not suiting 
the other descriptions of the false teachers ; but there is 
no real inconsistency). 

2. Non-Pauline (Hesse). 

8>-7. Pauline (McOiffert). Non-Pauline (Clemen) : partly be- 
cause 8+' is a repetition of 2>l but there is a difference 
in the motive appealed to, which suits the exhortation of 
31 a. 

5*». Non-Pauline. 8»» Pauline (Harnack, McOiffert, 
Clemen). 

The Pauline fragment so obtained is supposed to be a letter 
from Paul written to Titus at Corinth after 2 Cor. ; this was de- 
veloped into a letter to Crete at the end of the 1st cent, because 
of the outbreak of Judaism there (Clemen). There is, however, 
no suljstantial ground for distinguishing between Pauline and 
non-Puuline, except in l' « and 3"- » : the grounds for separa- 
tion elsewhere are hypercritical and the divisions arbitrary. 

For fuller details cf. McOiffert, Apostolic Age, p. 400; Har- 
nack, Chronotojie, i. p. 480 ; Clemen, Die Einhntlich''eit der 
Paul. Brief e, pp. 157-103 ; Moffatt, Historical NT p. 700. 

vii. Value.— As with 1 Tim. (which see), the 
value is a good deal independent of its authorship, 
and due to the fact of its canonization. On the 
point of the organization of the Church it adds 
nothing to that in detail or principle; but it has 
a historical value as showing the method of organ- 
izing communities in a very early stage of develop- 
ment, as showing the persistence of Judaism as 
a danger to the early Church ; and the atmosphere 
of a suspicious and critical heathenism in winch it 
lived. In such an atmosphere, and dealing with 
communities of rough islanders on a low social 
level and disposed to anarchy, the writer, while 
laying stress on faith and the salvation wrought 
by the appearance of Christ, organizes a ministry, 
insists on mora) qualifications for it, and tries to 
develop an orderly, disciplined, useful, fruitful life 
in all ages and classes, and inspires even slaves with 
the hope that they may adorn the true teaching : 
it is an attempt to convert heathenism by the 
attractive beauty of an ordered family life and a 
loyal citizenship. Doctrinally, the Epistle otters 
no new point of interest unless it be the identifica- 
tion of Christ with ' the Great God,' 2' 3 (but see 
Ezra Abbot, Critical Essays, xviii.), or the refer- 
ence to baptism as \ovrpbv xa\iryeve<riat, 3*. 

Literature. — The same introductions and commentaries 
as are referred to under 1 Timothy are useful for this Epistle, 
with the exception of H. P. Liddon; to the Patristic com- 
mentaries should be added a short commentary by Jerome, 
and a long extract on SUCH from Origen's lost commentary pre- 
served in a Latin translation by Pomphilus. W. LOCK. 

TITUS JUSTUS.— See Justus, No. 2. TITUS 
MAM I US.- See Manius. 

TIZITE (TP? ; B 6'Iea<re/, A bQwtrael, Luc. ' kOuial). 
— A designation, whose origin is unknown, applied 
to JOHA, one of David's heroes, 1 Ch ll 43 . 

TO AH.— See Nahath. 

TOB, The Land of {2S0 'land of good' ; yij 
Ttl>P ; terra Tob). — The place to which Jephthah 
fled for refuge from his brethren, and in which he 
vol.. iv.— so 



was living when the elders of Gilead went to fetch 
him on the occasion of the Ammoiijte invasion of 
Gilead (Jg 11 s - At a later date, 12,u00 ' men of 
Tob' (AV Ish-tob) formed part of the force raise©, 
by the Ammonites in their war with David (2 S 
10 8 - 8 B El<rribp). They are here associated with 
the Syrians of Beth - rchob and Zol ah, and the 
king of Maacah — all small Aramaean states. The 
'land of Tubias' (AV 'places of Tobie'), in which all 
the Jews were put to death by the Gentiles (1 Mac 
5"), was apparently the same place. In 2 Mac 12 17 
Charax, a place 750 stadia from the strong town 
of Gephyrum, or Caspin, is said to have been 
occupied by Jews called Tubieni, i.e. 'men of Tob.' 

Possibly Qaufia, which, according to Ptolemy 
(v. 19), was S. W. of Zobah, is identical with Tob. ■ 
The Jerusalem Talmud explains 'land of Tob' by 
Susit/ia— the 'province of Hippene' (Neubauer, 
Grog, du Talm. 239). In this case Tob would be 
Hippos, or Susitha, now Susiyzh, on the E. side 
of the Sea of Galilee, and not far from Gamala, 
Kal'at el-Husn. Conder (Ilbk. to Bible, 295) and 
G. A. Smith (HGML 587) identify Tob with et- 
Taiyibeh, about 10 miles south of Gadara {Umm 
Keis). De Saulcy identities it with Thaban, about 
9 miles east of the bridge over the Jordan called 
Jisr Bendt YakM. C. \V. Wilson. 

TOB-ADONIJAH (njjV^ 3*10 'good is the Lord 
Jah' [Gray, HPN 140, n. 3 J ; B TwpaSupua, A and 
Luc. Tw^oJwwd).— One of the Levites sent by king 
J ehoshaphat to teach in the cities of J udah, 2 Ch 17". 

TOBIAH (npto and i.Tate ' Jah is [my?] good').— 
1. The eponym of a family which returned from 
exile, but could not trace their genealogy, Ezr 2* 
(B Tw,3«d, A Tvplat, Luc. Toi/j8iai) = Neh 7 M (BA 
Tw^tu, Luc. Tovpias). 2. The Ammonite who, in 
conjunction with Saniiallat and others, per- 
sistently opposed the work of Nehemiah, Neh2' w - " 
43.7 6 i7 ] 3 4.8 (Tw <j,d, Tobias). For details see art 
Nehemiah. 



TOBIAS (Tw£(e)iat, TuptLi).— 1. The son of Tohit, 
To 1* and often ; see art. Tobit (Book of). 2. The 
father of HYKCANUS, 2 Mac 3". 

TOBIEL (Tu/9it;\, i.e. htr$o ' El is [my ♦] good ' ; 
cf. the name Tabekl).— The father of Tobit, To l l . 

TOBIJAH (.•vjio).— 1. One of the Levites sent by 
Jehoshaphat to teach in the cities of Judah, 2 Ch 
17" (LXX om.). 2. One of a deputation that came 
from Babylon to Jerusalem with contributions of 
gold and silver, from which a crown was ordered 
to be made cither for Zerubbabel and Joshua (Ew. 
Hitz.) or for Zernb. and not Joshua (Wellh. Now., 
cf. G. A. Smith, ii. 308 f. ), and laid up in the temple 
as a memorial of the donors, Zee 6 ,u - 14 (LXX in 
both passages tr. .vaie by xpfafM, $'^»). 

TOBIT, BOOK OP (A pip\ot Uyur TuBlr, B Tupelr, 
K TupclO ; Lat. liber Tobire, liber Tobit et 'J obiat, 
liber utriusqiie Tobia ; = Heb. n;3te = ' Jehovah is 
my good,' and •ate, dropping the theophoric affix 
r»;). — One of thedeutero-canonical books of the OT, 
containing, according to Jewish conceptions, an 
idyllic picture of pious home life in the Captivity. 

1. Texts and Versions.— The popularity of the 
story of Tobit is attested by the number of varia- 
tions in which it exists in several languages. We 
shall, in the course of this article, endeavour to 
prove that the book was originally composed in 
Aramaic ; though all trace of the original is lost, 
and the Aramaic MS, now extant, is somewhat 
late, and was not taken directly from it. 

(1) Greek Version.— Of this we have three texts : 
(«) that of AB. Tho differences between these two 
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MSS are few and unimportant. (6) That of K, which 
while giving little additional matter, adopts a more 
verbose style than AB. Whether AB or K presents 
the earlier text is much disputed. Fritzsche, 
Noldeke, Grimm support AB ; Ewald, Reusch, 
Schiirer, Nestle, Harris, tf. (<*) A recension of 6*- 
13 s , found only in three cursives: the Zittau Cod. 44 
and the Ferrara Codd. 106, 107, and given at length 
by Fritzsche (Handbuch z. d. Apokr.). These pre- 
sent a composite Greek text. From 6 9 to 7" it 
presents many features of originality, but contains 
many of K's additions to the text of B, e.g. 6 uf - 
7»-» From 8 1 to 12* it agrees closely with the 
Syriac, which, as we shall see, during this section 
transfers its allegiance from B to «• From 12® to 
. 13" it presents some readings of B, as 12 8 13 V8 , but 
agrees in the main with Syr., even when Syr. differs 
from both B and K, as in 12 ,!M ». Before &> and after 
13" our cursives present the text of B. 

(2) Latin Versions. — (a) Vetus Itala or Old Latin, 
which Ilgen, in 1800, correctly surmised was based 
on a then unknown Gr. text, which has proved to be 
that of R. Though all codices of this Version agree 
substantially with K, there are clearly three recen- 
sions, (a) It. I., the text edited bySabatier (Hibli- 
orum sacrorum Latino: vsrsiones antique, Paris, 
1751) and by Neubauer (in his excellent little work, 
The Book of Tobit ). It is based on a Parisian Codex, 
Regius 3654, and on Cod. 4 in the library of S. 
Germain. (/3) It. II., a text found in Cod. Vat. 7 
which contains only 1-6 W , and once belonged to 
queen Christina of Sweden. It was collated by 
Saba tier in the above work, and was edited by 
Bianchini, Rome, 1740. (y) Fragments of a third 
recension (It. III.) are given in the Speculum of 
Augustine, edited by Mai (Spicileginm, ix.). — (b) 
The Vulgate. Jerome affirms that he translated 
Tobit in one day from the Syro-Chaldee. As he 
was not familiar with this language, a Jew, who 
knew both languages, translated it for him into 
Hebrew, from which he made his Latin transla- 
tion. There are many readings in Vulg. that were 
not found in any other text, until Gaster, 189o, 
discovered a Heb. MS, which in the narrative, as 
distinct from the exhortations and prayers, agrees 
in the main with Vulg. (see below, HL). 

(3) Syriac Version. — This has been edited by 
Walton in his Polyglot ; and by Lagarde in Lihri 
apokr. Syriace. As far as 7" it is a close transla- 
tion of B. After that, it agrees with K or the Gr. 
cursives. It lacks 13 8-18 . 

(4) Vhaldec or Aramaic Version (Aram.). — This 
wns lirst edited by Neubauer from a collection of 
Midrashim, copied in the 15th cent, in Greek- 
ralibinical characters. The Book of Tobit is an 
extract from the Midrash rabbah-de-rabbah on 
Genesis, and forms a haggada on Jacob's promise 
to give a tenth of his proceeds to God (Gn 28 3a ). 
Neubauer thinks that the Chaldee text of Jerome 
was Aram, in a fuller form ; but in the view of the 
present writer there are facts which seem to imply 
that the Aram, is a translation from the Greek. The 
facts that the dat. 'Pdyon (4 1 5 s ) is fonnd in Aram, 
as er:i, and 'EK^aripmt (3 7 6*)as r:najK, and the acc. 
Ulyptr (6 1 ) as pm ; and that the Gr. words Hpiarov 
(2 1 ) and <Ty,u<?ov (5 J ) nre transliterated in Aram., 
afford strong proof that Aram, is based on a Greek 
text : not on s (as Schiirer), for Aram, agrees more 
often with B than with X ; but on a briefer text 
than eit her, and more free from Christian influences. 

(5) Hebrew Vcrxions. — [a) Heb. Munsteri (HM), 
so called because it was published, with a Lat. tr., 
by Seb. Miinstcr, at Bnsle, in 1542. The first 
edition, however, was printed at Constantinople in 
1516. It is included in Walton's Polyglot, and also 
in Neubauor's Tobit. Neubauer gives, in the foot- 
notes, varum.) readings from No. 1251 of the Heb. 



MSS in the National Library at Paris : from a 
Persian tr. from the Heb. which is No. 130 in the 
same Library ; and No. 194 of de Rossi's catalogue, 
at Parma. It is noteworthy that HM usually 
agrees with Aram, when the latter dissents from 
the Greek. In chs. 12. 13, where Aram, is lacking, 
HM presents an eclectic text, agreeing in the main 
with Syr., but for 13' -18 it has an original and very 
brief doxology, and omits ch. 14 altogether. Gins- 
burg assigns it to the 5th century.— (6) Heb. Fagii 
(HF). Tliis is a free, independent translation, 
made perhaps in the 12th century. The translator 
was a learned Jewish scholar, fond of precise, 
technical terms ; very familiar with the Heb. 
Bible, and fond of introducing suitable Bible texts, 
and of reducing the text of Tobit to biblical 
phraseology. This is also given in Walton's Poly- 
glot. — (c) Heb. Londinii (HL) is a text found by 
Gaster in the British Museum, Add. 11,639. A 
description and translation of the MS, which 
belongs to the 13th cent., is given by Gaster in 
PSBA, vol. xviii. 208 ff., 259ft., and vol. xx. 27 ff. 
So far as the exhortations, prayers, and doxologies 
are concerned, they are certainly late. They 
develop, in a remarkable degree, the tendency 
observable in HF to reduce the text to biblical 
phraseology. In the exhortations, etc., HL gives 
us a cento of Scripture texts, skilfully selected as 
being most cognate to the Gr. text. As to the 
narrative, it is intensely interesting to note how 
closely HL agrees with Vulg., and Gaster claims 
for the MS as a whole a close relationship to the 
' Syro-Chaldee ' used by Jerome. As to the narra- 
tive portions, the author of HL certainly may have 
used an Aramaic or Heb. text closely related to 
Jerome's 'Syro-Chaldee,' though, if the doxologies, 
etc., are of fate composition, one cannot escape the 
unpleasant surmise that HLraay be drawn from 
the Vulg. itself.— (d) Heb. Gasteri (HG). This was 
copied some years ago bv Gaster from a Midrash 
on the Pentateuch, which he fears has now perished. 
It is a condensation in Heb. of the narrative por- 
tions of Aram., with the exhortations, prayers, and 
doxologies rigorously excluded, and all approach 
to verbosity in the narrative sternly checked. It is 
possible that the author of HL may have possessed 
a similar History, exhibiting those peculiarities of 
the Vulg. which, until the publication by Gaster 
of the translation of HL, were considered unique 
in the Vulgate. The tr. of HG is given in PSBA 
vol. xix. 33 f. Its agreements with Aram, are very 
significant. 

ii. The Narrative.— Tobit, a pious Jew of the 
tribe of Naphtali, very scrupulous as to feasts and 
tithes, was, with his wife Anna and his son Tobias, 
taken into captivity by Enemessar (Shalmane&er) 
to Nineveh. Even there he remained loyal to 
Mosaism, abstaining from eating the food of the 
Gentiles ; and yet liecame in time the king's pur- 
veyor. Once when travelling in Media, he de- 
posited 10 talents of silver with a brother Jew 
named Gabael, at Rhaga? (Rages). When Sen- 
nacherib (who is called in 1" Enemessnr's soft) 
returned from Judah, Tobit fell into disfavour, 
chiefly from his. habit of burying Jews who were 
assassinated in the king's fury. Tobit fled, hot, on 
the entreaty of his nephew Achiacharus (Ahiknr), 
was reinstated by king Sarchedpnus (Efarhaddon) 
(ch. 1). At a feast of Pentecost he sent out his 
6on to bring in some poor Jew to dine with him. 
Tobias returned, saying there was a Jew lying in 
the street strangled. Tobit rose at once, hid him, 
and at night buried him. Being thus rendered 
unclean, he slept in the courtyard ; and sparrows 
•muted warm dung into his eyes' and blinded 
him (2 l - w ). Reduced to poverty again, Anna wove 
and spun for hire, and one day. under provoca- 
tion, she reproached her husband for his blind- 
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ness ; whereupon he prayed to die (3 1 ' 6 ). The same 
day, in Ecbatana ot Media, Sarah, the daughter 
of Kaguel and Edna, who had been married seven 
times, hut whose husbands had all died on the 
bridal night, was reproached by a maid for having 
slain them ; whereas it was Asmoda-us, the arch- 
demon, who slew them. She also prayed to die 
(3 7 ' 13 ). The prayers of both were heard, and Raphael 
was sent to deliver both of them. Tobit, in view 
of his death, wished to send Tobias to llhaga>, to 
fetch the silver, and gave him a long exhortation 
(ch. 4). When Tohias sought a guide, Raphael 
ottered his services, pretending to be Azarias, a 
kinsman. The guide s wages being lixed, the two 
set out with a favourite dog for Media (ch. 5). On 
the way, while Tobias was nothing in the Tigris, a 

S'reat fish threatened him, but he caught it ; and on 
Raphael's advice cut out its heart, liver, and gall 
for medicinal use later on (ch. 6). Passing through 
Ecbatana, they stayed with Raguel : and Tobias 
asked for Sarah in marriage. He had been pre- 
viously instructed by Raphaet how to exorcise the 
demon from Sarah, and before night the marriage 
was celebrated (ch. 7). Kaguel naturally is appre- 
hensive, and digs a grave at midnight ; but the 
odour of the heart and liver of the lish, when burnt, 
on ashes, caused A&modoMis to Hee to Egypt, whither 
Raphael follows him and binds him ; and Tobias 
and Sarah, after uniting in prayer, pass the night in 
peace (8'" lu ). Edna satisfies herself on this during 
the night, and Kaguel, after previously thanking 
God, tills in the grave and prepares the nuptial 
festivities, which he swears must last 14 days(8 -1 "'"). 
Raphael goes forward to Rhagie, secures the silver, 
still sealed in hags, from Gabael, and brings him 
back to the wedding, where he pours his blessings on 
the bridal pair (ch. »). The festivities over, Kaguel 
sends forth Tobias and his wife in peace to Nineveh, 
and gives them half his wealth (10 7 " w ). Anna 
has for days been very miserable, and has stood all 
day on the highway watching, at intervals re- 
proaching poor blind Tobit for allowing their son 
to go (10'-*). When at length she sees Tobias and 
Azarias who had come on in front, she runs to tell 
Tobit. Tobias skilfully applies the gall of the 
mysterious fish to his father s eyes ; a white film 
peels off and his sight is restored. Then Tobit and 
Anna welcome Sarah w ith pious wishes (ch. 11). All 
that remains is to reward the faithful Azarias. 
Father and son agree to give him half of all they 
have. Whereupon he disc-loses his identity and re- 
turns to heaven (ch. 12). In ch. 13 we have a Song 
of Thanksgiving from Tobit ; and in ch. 14 Tobit, 
being now very old, gives to his son and grandsons 
his dying valedictions, and urges them to leave 
Nineveh for Media. After his death they go to 
Media, and arrive in time to witness the death of 
Raguel and Edna. Tobias lives to a ripe old age, 
n nd is allowed to hear the glad news of the destruc- 
tion of Nineveh. 

Variatiossof the Narrative nr titk several Versions. 
— If we compare the Jewish VSS with the Or. and Lat. we find 
three interesting; variations : (a) Aram, and Heb. VSS all omit 
reference to the dog, which the other VSS mention, (b) In 8 7 
the Jewish VSS (as also Syr.) narrate that after Tobias' prayer 
in the bridal chamber, ' Sarah said Amen ' ; the rest, that ' thev 
both together said Amen.' (c) In 6» 9» Aram., HM, UF say that 
Oabaei gave Tobit his bag as a token, not his bond. 

Aram. , HL, HO, and Vulg. differ from the rest in that through- 
out they speak of Tobit in the third person, whereas all other 
texts make Tobit speak in the first person as far as 3". The 
third is used afterwards. 

( A'. B.— Except when quoting from the Vulg., the verses are 
those of the HV). 

Peculiarities qf text.— {a) B stands alone (except HG) in 
omitting the blessing of Gabael, 9 s ; and in its condensation of 
I Kdna's prayer, 10 la ; though HL and Vuhr. omit this entirely. 

I'nique readings are : glory of the great Raphael, 3 1 * ; Jonah 
1 14"; Nasbos, U»J Aman, 14«> ; 158 years old, 14". —09 K. 
There 1 are scores of rtix- added by M to the text of B. A few 
ma- be noted : l a Thisbe is ' west of Phogor ' ; 1» Israel sacri- 
ficed to the calves ' on all the lit* of Galilee ' ; 2» ' on the 7th I 



of the month Dystrus she cut the web ' ; 6 s Raguel and Tobit 
divided the bond into two, and each took half ; 5 b the men- 
dacious angel says, ' I have come here to work ' ; 6 s ' blow on 
the films' ; cl also 10'° 12$ 13>» K omits V >» (owing probably 
to a leaf being lost) and 18* b - 18 . In 13W it gives the correct 
spelling ' Azn**f. and gives a fuller account of him than B. — 
(y) Greek curticr. A remarkable Gnostic reading occurs in 
8'* 'Let all Uie .Hutu praise thee, and let thy angels bless 
thee.' This is the only Or. text which says ' the dog ran be/urt 
them' (11*). — (J) Syriac, which is really two recensions con- 
nected at 7 11 , shows the fact in change of spelling : Achior, 2 10 ; 
Ahikar, 1410; Kaga, «!■ =»; 'Arag, 9» ; 'Edna, 7 2 ; 'Edna, 7"«. 
Alterations :— 102 years, 14* ; 107 years, 14 l « ; 10 days, 8»>. Addi- 
tions:— Edna dressed Sarah, 7'" ; Anna put on a veil before 
going to meet her son, 11». Omissions :— 13*-!", where Tobit 
exults in the glories of the future Jerusalem ; 14 s ' Jonah ' and 
also ' Nahum , It* the words, 'but not like to the former 
house ' ; 14&-* that all nations shall forsake idolatry ; 7 U the 
marriage contract. — (i) Aramaic is embedded in a Midrash, 
and is inserted there to show the merit of giving tithes. The 
moral at the end also is : 1 Behold we learn how great is the 
power of alms and tithes,' and On 14*> 2<P a 2g*a are cited in 
confirmation. Its chief peculiarity is that the MS virtually 
closes with ch. 1L A few lines, in place of Greek ch. 12, state 
that Raphael did not go into the house, but went his way ; and 
when Tobias went out to seek him he could not find hun, nor 
had any one seen him ; and thus Tobit knew he was an angel. 
In place of ch. 14, Aram, states that, when Tobit fell sick, he 
called for his son and impressed on him the importance of 
almsgiving from the example of the three patriarchs. Aram, 
omits Tobit's genealogy, l l ; Ahikar's offices, l 2 -* ; Elymais, 
2>0 ; and the dog, 6" «3k 11«. On the other hand, it expands 
Sennacherib's return, 11" ; Anna's welcome to Sarah, 11* ; and 
Tobit's thanksgiving, UK In 107 Aram, and HM say, ' Anna 
ate nothing but tears.' Aram, abridges the destination of the 
three tithes, 1»* ; calls Asmodaus ' king of shedim,' 3» "+ ; and 
renders 6>» 'without money, God has fed us.' It contains 4? » 
lacking in K ; and agrees with B against K about as often aa 
with K against B — (0 Heb. Muntteri is remarkable for its 
omissions from the Or., sometimes pruning its redundancies as 
in 48. ll 16 0U. u + . With Aram. It omits l» ; Elymais, 2>o. It 
omits Sarah's intention to hang herself, 3>o ; and her going to 
meet Tobias, 7'. It omits ' Noah ' from 4i a ; the citation of 
On 2"» in 8« ; Tobit's conversation with Anna, 10*-* ; and 
Ahikar's visit, ll". It abridges Tobit's prayer for death, 3« ; 
and the prayers in 8» 8'-'- 12W-. But HM has also several 
original enlargements : notably after 1», where we have a 
Midrash on the mischief caused by Sennacherib. After 3 4 it 
cites Is 1», and Ps 17« after 410. It abridges and modifies the 
Song in ch. 13 (omitting ch. 14), and its last words are, ' O Lord 
of the world 1 show us in our days salvation and redemption by 
the coming of our Redeemer and the building of Ariel ' ; then 
citing Jer 23", Ps 147 s . Theological features are the thrice 
repeated prayer for 'children devoted to the Law,' 8? 06 10" ; 
the designation of Raphael as 'prince,' 3" 1218; Jerusalem as 
' Ariel,' 1318 ; and Jehovah as 1 the Holy One, blessed be he.' 4» 
12 la +. A play on words occurs in 37 ' It is not meet to call 
thee Sarah, but Zarah (distress).' Instances in which HM agrees 
with Aram, against the Or. are : l»o (dwell). I 13 (until his 
death), 2" (every morning), 5» 9* * (bag), 3'* 12" (throne), 
0" (under her clothes), 6 18 (' foreseen ' for ' foreordained '), 10' 
(nothing but tears).— («i) Heb. Fa,pi differs from B very con- 
siderably. It is fond of inserting OT texts : 3» Ps 40", 3« Ps <1*«, 
413 p r 1018 419 p r as, i3« Pg so" qoh 7210, j er ftV. It aims at 
precision: in speaking of 'peace-offerings,' I* ; 'a bcka" for 
'a drachma,' 6>« ; 'the right of redemption,' 3" 7'0 ; 'the 
eternal home,' 3* ; ' the Torah and the Holakhah,' 7 12 ; the seven 
blessings, 713; the cemetery, 8"; and especially in I 8 , where it 
assigns the third tithe ' tor the repair of the breaches of the 
house,' cf. 2 K 22 s . Interesting theological allusions occur : 
SI* prayer was heard before our Father in heaven, 4" the 
judgment of Gehinnom, 8* the first Adam, 6" the union of 
Tobias and Sarah was foreseen from the 6th day of creation, 
8'» the -Eons of the Gr. cursives are described as ' those who 
are exalted above all blessing and praise,' 14* ' the house shall 
stand until the completion of one sxin.' But the learned Rabbi 
was no geographer. He gives Alemania= German v for Elymais 
in 2io ; Midian for Media, 1" ; and Laodicea (?), ff*. The latter 
part of ch. 14 is meagre Ahikar is omitted ll" 14 ■".-<«) Heb. 
Land, is, as we have said, remarkable for presenting many 
readings heretofore found only in Vuliprte Such, e.g., are ]'* 
' power to go where he wished '+, 1** Tobit fled naked with wife 
ond son, 2» ff - the parallel between Tobit and Job, 310 Sarah 
spent 3 days in prayer, W- Raphael advises 3 nights of con- 
tinence HL also agrees with Vulg. in omitting Ahikar in 
B 2 10 and the doctors in K 2 10 , as well as in many other omis- 
sions ; but HL gives the absurd amount of 1000 talents in 114 ; 
it narrates Sarah's intended suicide, which Vulg. omits, 310 ; it 
states that Anna went to the outskirts of the town, 6 16 ; and that 
a lorge party went with the bridal pair a day's Journey home- 
wards ; and every one gave a ring of gold and a kitXtah and a 
piece of silver, ll 1 ; it also introduces two long original prayers, 
by Tobias and Sarah, in the bridal chamber, ch. 8. Vulg. only 
gives Sarah's prayer thus : ' Be merciful to us, O Lord, be merci- 
ful, and let us both grow old healthily together,' 810.— (,) HO 
has a few unique readings : e.g. 'dust' for 'dung,' 21°; 'ring' 
for 'bond,' 53 ; and that Tohias put the heart of the fish on a 
censer and burnt it under Sarah's clothes. It is very brief, but 
I agrees closely with Aram. : e.g. HG and Aram, only say that 
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the fish ' sought to eat the bread of the youth,' — (») Itala is a 
close translation of K. We have collated only the text given by 
Neubauer. Its chief eccentricity is the spelling of proper 
names. Bihel for Thisbe, 1* ; Raphain for Phogor, 1« ; Bathania 
for Ecbatana, 6" ; Anna (so Vulg.) for Edna, wife of RagueL It 
states that Raphael read the prayers before God, 12>* ; and gives 
'didrachma' for 'drachma,' 6K— (x) Vulgate. Jerome omits 
(with HL) all mention of Ahi^ar, except in 11™, which is probably 
an interpolation. He also omits the patriarchs in 4 1 3 ; the fate of 
Nadab, H" ; and the fate of Nineveh. 14". But he has several 
additions. Some we have mentioned under HL. Others are 
Sarah's prayer, 3 1 * ; and her self -vindication, S 1 * 8 "-. These are 
found in HL, but in more biblical language ; but Vulg. alone 
states that Tobias, father and son, remained three hours on 
their faces before Raphael, 12" ; that the dog wagged its tail, 
11» ; that the coating of an egg peeled off Tobit's eyes. 111* ; that 
Tobias held his father half an hour, 11" ; and closed the eyes of 
Rajruel in death, 14 1B . Scholars have often pointed out the 
indications in Vulg. of the fact that Jerome was a Christian 
and an ascetic. Even if provisionally we concede that he had 
an Aram. MS before him, which in the narrative resembled HL, 
Jerome's personal influence can still be traced The three 
nights' continence we should have to surrender (6*8* ), as this 
is in HL ; but HL docs not contain 2 1S , where in Vulg. Tobit 
says, « We are sons of God, and wait for that life which God is 
about to give ' ; so 12» 12W VK 

iii. Original Language.— We wish now to 
adduce evidence, which we trust will be regarded 
as conclusive, that the original language was Ara- 
maic. (1) The Aram, form nnx (Heb. ■wk) is found 
in K U ,B 'AQovpcla, and 14* 'A0i)p. (2) If we accept 
alphabet 69 in Euting's Tabula Scriptural Ara- 
maicas as an approximation to the Aram, alphabet 
used (ex hypothesi) in the original copy of Tobit, 
we find that it explains the diverse form of many 
proper names, as in each case the letters con- 
founded are very similar : e.g. ft*JBo in « 5" for 
•vyetf in B ; noDjy for idjdW; onruD in K 1" + for 
anroo; Way HF 9* for Vk3j ; i:o in fit 1* for tvs; 
toon for Vkijh ; nap in x 10 u for noa in Syr. (3) 
The variants in the VSS are often possible render- 
ings of the same Aramaic word. ' The mountain 
of Ararat,' 1« (B«, Syr., It.), and 'the land of 
Ararat ' (Aram. HM, HF), are possible renderings 
of no (Schwally, Idioticon, 37). * Thou judgest for 
ever, 1 3 a , [Btf, It.] 'Thou judgest the world,' [Aram., 
HM], give oSyS ; 5 7 ' Wait young man' Syr.], 
' Wait a little ' [Aram. HM], give Tjrt ; 2* « I left 
the meal' [« Vulg.], 'I left the table* [Aram. 
HM, It.], give urns'. In Pal. Syr. at Ac 16 M this 
word is used for Tpdrefor. In 4 17 Jerome has 
constitue for (kx€ov, thus giving to tip, imperative of 
Aram, ids ' to pour out,' tho meaning of Heb. "pa 
or "po. (4) In other instances the variants yield 
similar Aramaic words— 



1< *, Heb., Itala was built in it -jariK 

Syriac was prophesied in it '3)rtK 

l 19 KB God gave me ua^. Krnsi 

HM, HF God gave me favour leniom 

I" KB, Aramaic I Hole the bodies nail 

Itala I wrapped . . . najj? 

I 81 KB all the finance of the kingdom tazan 

Itala all the care . . . KVOT 

28 B your pleasures pa'mas 1 

K your ways papas' 

Itala your songs pa'nac" 

2i» KB Achiacharus nourished me orj3 

HF, It. IL Ach. pertuaded me o'!9 

4 s K bury me honourably miTO 

HF bury me immediately HFVn 

6» K, HF Take her Kb 

Itala Ask for her nS W 

83 K bound him forthwith nan 

Itala returned forthwith un 

10's B Honour thy father -nn 

K Return to thy father *rn 

ll 11 B daubed it on bis eyes ns 

K blew into his eyes ri'SK 



12'3 KB thou didst cover the dead nj?D» 

Syriao thou didst carry away, etc. riVpc 

12J4 kB sent me to heal thee M0*O 

Itala „ „ to test thee K~S9 

144 k our brethren shall be counted pjrW 

B „ , thall be scattered ps^tn' 

H» n the time of the seaeoni K'O 1 ?? 

HF „ „ one aon 'st oSy 

Itala „ ii tunings svzz^y 



iv. Historical Character. — This was never 
called in question until Luther did so. The 
minuteness of its details has often been adduced 
as evidence of its historicity, and it must be ad- 
mitted that there is nothing in it so marvellous 
and superstitions as to be incredible to educated 
men ot antiquity. The angelophany is only a 
slight amplification of Gn 18 ; possession by un- 
clean spirits was a recognized belief, and exorcism 
by fumigation was recognized in medical science. 
W. R. Smith quotes from gaswini, i. 132, that ' the 
smell of the smoke of crocodiles' liver cures epi- 
lepsy, and its dung and gall cure Lencoma' (Encyc. 
Brit* art. ' Tobit '). W ithout calling in question 
that the book probably rests on a real history, the 
following considerations forbid our regarding it as 
being what it claims to be, viz. a narrative written 
in the 7th cent. B.C. :— (1) It contains historical 
errors, (a) It was Tiglath-pileser who took Naph- 
tali and Zebulun into captivity (B.C. 734), not 
Shalmaneser, 2 K 15 s8 . (/3) Sennacherib was not 
Shalmancser's son (l 16 ), but the son of Sargon a 
usurper, (y) It is implied in l 4 that Tobit was a 
boy at the time of Jeroboam's revolt from the 
house of David. (5) The occurrence of Ahasuerus 
(14 18 ) and Araan (A 14 ,u ) ought not to be pushed. 
'Acinjpos in B is a scribe's blunder for 'ASovpiat in 
S, and 'Audf in A is due to the same cause, taking 
'Ax*dxapo$ for Mordecai.— (2) It is a geographical 
error to put the Tigris between Nineveh and 
Ecbatana ; and also to state (so N Aram. HM, It.) 
that Rhagre is two days from Ecbatana. B omits 
the ' two days ' ; but in 6 9 says that Ecbatana was 
' nigh unto Khag*.' It took the army of Alexander 
10 day 8 to march from one to the other (Afrian, 
iii. 20).— (3) The spirit and theological tone belong 
to a later date. 

v. Date of Composition.— Most Roman Catho- 
lic authorities, relying on 12 20 13 l , ascribe the book 
to the 7th cent. B.C. Ilgen maintains that 1-3 7 
13 18 was written by Tobit in B.C. 689, and the 
rest in Palestine about B.C. 280. Ewald fixes it 
B.C. 350. Graetz assigns it to the time of Hadrian 
(A.D. 130), and Kohut to A.D. 226. The chief 
reason alleged for the last two dates is that it 
is considered that the one principal object of | 
the book is to insist on the duty of burying i 
the dead. Twice in Jewish history was this | 
prohibited : after the fall of Bether, so valiantly j 
defended by Bar Cochba, and in Persia under 
Ardeshir I. Both these dates are probably non- 
suited by the fact that Tobit is cited by Polycarp 
(t 155). The following considerations suggest the 
2nd cent. B.C. as the probable date :— (1) Unless it 
could be shown that 14 s is prophetic, it implies 
that the writer was living at the time of a temple 
which was inferior in grandeur to Solomon's, ue. 
before the time of Herod. (2) The law of marriage 
with relatives, so strongly insisted on also in the 
Book of Jubilees, fell into desuetude before the 2nd 
cent. A.D. (Rosenmann, Studif-n z. B. Tobit). (3) 
The prominence given to the duty of interring the 
dead may well have been caused by the action of 
Antiochus Epiphanes, who, we are told (2 Mac 5 ie ), 

' cast out a multitude unburied.' (4) Marriages 
with Gentiles still needed discouragement, 4" 6". 
(5) It contains no bright eschatology, and no 
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Messianic hope, from which it seems to have been 
written before the persecution of Antiochus. (6) 
Its soteriological and ethical tone closely resembles 
that of other works known to have been written 
about a century B.C. This we will now try to 
prove. 

vi. TOBIT AND CONTEMPORARY JEWISH LITERA- 
TURE. — 1. Sirach. There is, as Fuller has shown 
(Speaker's Apocr. i. 160), a great resemblance 
between the thought of Tobit and Sirach. 

(1) As to the savin; value of good works. Both emphasize 
the value of almsgiving : it is a good gift in God's sight, To 4", 
fills the doer with life, cleanses away all sin and delivers from 
death, 12» ; cf. Sir 8» 29" 40**. Sinners are enemies of their 
own life, 12 1 " ; ct Sir 18" 8S». (i) The eschatology of Sir. and of 
Tobit are on the came plane. Both regard Sheol as the abode of 
Jovless shades : it is i miim* m«, 8*, where even the righteous 
go, 3»o 18* ; cf. 8ir 46>» 14'« 17». (3) Both insist on reverent 
interment of the dead. Very pathetically does Tobit ask to be 
buried, 4 s , and for Sarah to be buried beside him, 4* ; he risks 
his life to inter his brethren, in £3. 7, and urges his son to place 
cakes (and wine, Aram., HP. It, Vulg.) on the graves of the 
righteous [cf. Tylor's Primitive Culture, L 485 ff., ii. 80 ff.); cf. 
Sir 733 301* 3818. (4) Both set value on the same ethical duties : 
purityof marriage, 4 ,at 8«, Sir T 26 3U 2 * ; honesty to servants, 4'«, 
Sir 7**.; the true estimate of wealth, 6», Sir 6 1 ; benevolence, 
47. l-t 17, Sir li-e 12* 3510. (6) Both base all virtue on the fear of 
God, 4*- «• », 8ir 0" 35W 87". 

2. The Story of Ahilcar. — In this work, recently 
published by Camb. liniv. Press, Aliikar is a pious 
vizier of Sennacherib, who, being childless, adopted 
a boy, Nadan, and took much pains with his instruc- 
tion ; but when Nadan grew up he incriminated 
his adoptive father by false letters, and caused him 
to be sentenced to death. The executioner spared 
his life, and imprisoned him in a cellar under his 
(Ahikar's) house. At length he was released, and 
vengeance was executed on Nadan. This is the 
story which is alluded to in 14 lu , more fully in K 
than B. 

Ahikar, in ' the Story,* bemoans himself thus : • I have no son 
to bury me, nor a daughter, and my possessions no one inherits. ' 
Read with this To 1& 27 3'» 4>. There are many features of 
resemblance between Ahikar's moral teaching to Nadan, and 
Tobit's to Tobias. In the Svriac Version of Ahikar (op. eit. 61) 
we read : ' My son, eat thy portion, and despise not the 
righteous ' (cf. To 4 JS ) ; ' Do not eat bread with a shameless man ' 
(cf. To 4 1 ? Vulg.); 'Associate with a wise man and thou wilt 
become like him'(cl To 418); 'My benevolence has saved me' 
(cf. To 410) ; ' My son, flee from whoredom ' (op. eit. 6) ; ct 4>« ; 
and notably, ' Pour out thy wine on the graves of the righteous, 
rather than drink it with evil men ' ; cf. 4' 7 ' Pour . . . give (it) 
not to sinners.' Harris discusses the two texts of K and B In 
the Story of Ahikar, ch. v., and also in the A met. Journ. oj 
Theology, iii. 541. 

3. The Book of Jubilees contains passages prob- 
ably known to the author of Tobit. 

To 4» states that Noah took a wife from his relatives. Of 
course there is no Scripture warrant for this ; but Jubilees 
(ch. 4) furnishes us with the names of the wives of all the 
patriarchs from Adam to Noah, and each one married a very 
near relative. Again, when Jacob left home for Uoran, Isaac 
(Jub 27'°) uses words to Rcbekah which resemble To 5*"- 10" 
' My sister, weep not : he has gone in peace, and in peace will he 
return (so K The Most High will preserve him from all 

evil. For I know his way will be prospered . . . and he will 
return in peace to us (To 5-"0), for he is on the straight path (4'»). 
He is faithful (it 10*), and will not perish. ' In Jub 22" we read, 
' Separate thyself from the nations, and eat not with them, and 
become not their associate (To Ji<>) : they offer their sacrifices to 
the dead, and eat over their graves' (To 417). 

4. The Testament of Job has the foil, parallels :— 

Job's wife begged bread for him (ch. 22) ; Job sang a hymn 

ich. 33) ; in ch. 45 Job, when dying, says, ' Behold, I die ; only 
orget not the Lord (To *•>) ; do good to the poor (4I6) ; despise 
not the helpless (4> ;i ) ; take not to yourselves wives from 
strangers (4 ,a ), and, lo, I distribute to you all as much as 
belongs to me' (4i*> 

5. Judith (8 a ) attaches importance to the fact 
that she and her husband were 4 of the same tribe 
and family.' 

vii. To bit in the Church.— The Didachi (1*) 
gives this advice, ' Whatever thou wishest not to 
happen to thee, do not thou to anot ler ' ; To 4 >s 
gives this form, ' What thou hatest, do not to 
another' (so also Hillel [Taylor, Pirlce Aboth, 37]). 



Did 4 W is also an adaptation of To 4 ,M -. Polycarp 
{ad Phil. ch. 10) says, ' When ye can do good, 
defer it not, for almsgiving delivers from death ' ; 
cf. To 12°. Pseudo-Clem, (ad Cor. 16) seems to 
quote 12 s thus : ' Almsgiving is as good as repent- 
nnce for sin ; fasting is better than prayer, but 
almsgiving (is better) than both. Love covereth a 
multitude of sins. Prayer from a good conscience 
saveth from death.' Harris {Amer. Journ. Theol. 
iii. 546 ff.) suggests to read 'prayer' for the first 
' almsgiving ' ; and thinks we have the original 
reading of To 12* in the Gr. cursives. * Good is 
prayer with fasting, and almsgiving with right- 
eousness better than both.' Clem. Alex, quotes 
4" as v ypadr/, (Strom, ii. 23, § 139). Origen {Ep. ad 
Afric. xiii.) and Athanasius (Apol. c. Arian. xi.) 
use Tobit as canonical, though theoretically they 
did not include it in the Canon, because it was not 
in the Heb. Bible. Cyprian treats it as authorita- 
tive in his work on the Lord's Prayer (c. 32). 
Hilary cites it to prove the intercession of angels 
(in Ps. 129 7 ). Ambrose (de Tobui, 1.1) treated 
the book as prophetic, and Augustine included it 
among the Apocr. of the LXX which ' the Christian 
Charon received' (de Doctr. Christ, ii. 8). Jerome 
(Prof, ad libb. Salomonis) allowed its perusal, but 
forbade its canonicity ; whereas the Council of 
Carthage (A.D. 397) and the Councils of Florence 
(1439) and of Trent (1546) declared it canonical. 
Luther (cf. Fritzsche, p. 19) deemed it 'a truly 
beautiful, wholesome, and profitable fiction.' The 
Homilies of the Church of England use 4 10 12 9 as ' a 
lesson which the Holy Ghost doth teach in sundry 
places of the Scripture' (Second Book, On Alms- 
deeds, part 1). The Offertory contains sentences 
drawn from To 4 7 -», and the preface to the Marriage 
Service, that marriage ' ought not to be taken in 
hand lightly or wantonly to satisfy carnal lusts,' 
is clearly an adaptation of Vulg. 6 17 ; in fact, the 
first Prayer Book of Edward VI. contained these 
words : ' As Thou didst send the angel Raphael to 
Thobie and Sara, the daughter of ltaguel, to their 
great comfort, so vouchsafe to send Thy blessing 
upon these Thy servants. ' The names of Abraham 
and Sarah are now substituted. 

Literature. — -Comment a ries : Ilgen, Die Getchichte TobCi, 
nach drey vermliiedenen OriginaUn, Jena, 1800 ; Reusch, Da* 
Buck Totnat Freiburg, 1857 ; Fritzsche, Exeg. Handbk. 1853 ; 
Fuller, Speaker'' Apocr., voL L, London, 1888; Sengelmaun, 
Dot Buck Tobit, Hamburg, 1867 ; Gutberlet, Dot Buck Tobiat, 
Miinster, 1877; Bissell in Lange's Apocr., Edinburgh, 1880; 
Scholz, Comm. z. B. Tobias, Wurzburg, 1889 ; Zbcktav Apokr. den 
A T, Miinchen, 1891 ; Ldhr in Kautzsch's Apokr. u. Pieudepigr. 
de* AT, Tubingen, 1900.— Texts: Swete, OT in Greek, vol. ii., 
gives the text of B and K in full, with readings from A as foot- 
notes ; Fritzsche gives the text of the Cursives 44. 1C6 in his 
Com. pp. 89-104 ; Neubauer on Tobit gives Aram., KM, It I. ; 
theSynac is found conveniently in Lagardc's Libri VT Apocr. 
Syriace, London, 1861 ; for HF we have only Walton's Polyglot ; 
the most accurate edition of Vulg. is that of Vercellone, Romas, 
1881.— HELPS TO STUDY: Schiirer, HJP w. iii. 37-44; The 
Story of Ahikar, from the 8yr., Arab, Arm., Eth., Gr., and 
Slav. Versions, by Conybeare, Harris, and Mrs. Lewis, Camk 
Univ. Press, 1898 ; 'Testament of Job' (TS v. 1 ; also in Sent. 
Stud, in Memory of A. Kohut, Berlin, 1897, pp. 264-338); Book 
of Jubilees, tr. by Conybeare in JQR vL vlL; Nestle, Srpttia- 
gintattudien, iii. 1899, p. 22 ff.; W. R. 8mith's art ' Tobit ' 
in Encyel. Brit. » ; Noldeke, MonaUber. der ton. Akad. der 
Wunentch. zu Berlin, 1879, p. 45 ff. (orig. lang. Greek]; Grata, 
MonaUtchr. 1879, pp. 146 ff., 88511., 433ff., 609ff. [orig. lang. 
New Heb.). J.T.MARSHALL. 

TOCHEN (]p* 'task,' 'measure'; B 6W, A 
QjXX a " ; Thochen). — A town of Simeon mentioned 
with Ain, Kim r on, and Ashan (1 Ch 4"), and 
consequently in the Negeb. There is no name 
like Tochen in the corresponding list of Jos 19', 
where, however, the LXX Gjicko shows that the 
name has fallen out. The site is unknown. 

C. W. W11.SON. 

TOGARMAH (.T?-iJh, QopyapA, Thogorma).— Son 
of Gomer and brother of Ashkenaz and Riphath 
(Gn 10*). If Ashkenaz is the Asguza of the Assy r. 
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inscriptions which is associated with the Minni hy 
Esarhaddon, we shall have to look for Togarmah 
to the east of Assyria. In 1881 Fr. Delitzsch 
suggested that it might be Til-garimmu, a fortress 
of Kummukh or Comagfine ; but it must have 
been a country, since horses and mules were ex- 
ported from it (Ezk 27"), and not a mere fortress. 
Most modern authorities decide for Western 
Armenia. A. H. Sayce. 

TOHU. — See Nahatb. 

TOI.— See Tou. 

TOKHATH.— See Tikvah. 

TOLA (y^n * crimson worm,* ' cochineal ' ; ©«\d, J g 
10 1,a ). — A minor judge, following Abimelech. His 
name is that of one of the chief clans of Issachar ; 
see Gn 46", Nu 26 :a 6 TwXael), 1 Ch 7"-, and 

art. Puaii. His home and burial-place were at 
Shamir, the seat of the clan, probably in the N. of 
the highlands of Ephraim : the site is unknown. 

G. A. Cooke. 

TOLAD (nViA 'birth,' 'generation'; B BovXai^, 
A 0w\di ; Tholad). — A town of Simeon mentioned 
with Ezem, Bethuel, Hormah, and Ziklag(l Ch 4*-*). 
It is the same place as El-tolad in the Negeb (Jos 
\5 M 19 4 ). The site has not been recovered. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TOLBANES (To\/3dvijs). 1 Es9 28 =Telem, Ezr 10*. 
— One of the porters in the time of Ezra. 

TOLL, PLACE OF (rtXtW, Mt 9», Mk 2", Lk 

5", in AV * receipt of custom '). — The place where 
the tax collector sat to receive his dues. In 
Wyclif's translation it is rendered lolbot/ie. In 
the case of Matthew or Levi, the toll collected was 
the custom exacted by and paid into the treasury 
of Herod Antipas, the Idumtean prince who then 
ruled over Galilee. The rtXwviov at Capernaum 
was of importance, as a large traffic passed on the 
highway between Damascus and Ptolemais. See 
Publican. J. Macpherson. 

TOMB.— See Burial and Sepulchre. 

TONGUES, CONFUSION OF.— The narrative of 
Gn 1 l>-» is too familiarly known to need detailed re- 
petition here ; and it will be sufficient to recall 
briefly its leading features. Mankind, at the time 
to which it refers, all had one speech, and lived 
together. They journeyed, it seems to be implied, 
nomadically from spot to spot ; and on one of 
their journeys they found a plain in the land of 
Shin'ar (Babylonia), where they settled, and where 
also they determined to build a city, and a lofty 
tower, which should both gain them lasting re- 
nown, and also serve as a centre, or rallying-point, 
to prevent their being dispersed over the surface of 
the earth. J", however, ' came down ' to view the 
building, and [supplying here, with Stade, ZA W, 
1895, p. 158, and others, words which v. 7 seems to 
show have been omitted] having returned to His 
lofty abode, signified to His heavenly counsellors 
or associates there (cf. 3") His disapproval of 
it : if this, He said, is the beginning of their 
ambition, what will be the end of it? nothing 
will soon be too hard for them. So He ' came 
down' a second time, and 'confounded' (Heb. 
bdlal) their language ; and from this occurrence 
the narrator (J) explains the diversity of exist- 
ing languages, the dispersion of mankind, and 
the name of the city of Babylon (in Heb. 
Babel). _ 

I. From a critical point of view, the narrative 
presents considerable difficulties ; for, though it 
belongs to J, it is difficult to harmonize with 



other representations of the same source. The 
distribution of mankind into different nations has 
been already described by J in (parts of) ch. 10, 
and represented there, not as a punishment for 
misdirected ambition, but as the result of natural 
processes and movements ; and Babj-lon, the build- 
ing of which is here interrupted, is in 10 10 repre- 
sented as already built. The narrative connects 
also very imperfectly with the close of J's narrative 
of the Flood ; for, though the incident which it 
describes is placed shortly after the Flood, the 
terms of v. 1 (' the whole earth '), and the general 
tenor of the following account, imply a consider- 
ably larger population than the 'eight souls' of 
Noah's family. In all probability (Dillm.) the 
story originally grew up without reference to the 
Flood, or the usual derivation of mankind from 
the three sons of Noah, and it has been imperfectly 
accommodated to the narratives in chs. 9 and 1U ; 

Serhaps, indeed, Wellh. and others (cf. the Ox/ 
fex. ad loc.) are right in conjecturing that origin- 
ally it belonged to the same cycle ot tradition of 
which fragments are preserved in 4 ,7 " :M , and formed 
part of the sequel to 4* 1 . 

It is difficult to avoid the conclusion (Wellh.. Dillm., and 
others ; cf. the Ox/. Hex. ii. 6 f.) that 4«» (describing the 
beginnings of dinting civilization) belongs to a cycle of tradi- 
tion, in which the continuity of human history was not inter- 
rupted by a Flood ; and if the conjecture, just mentioned, 
respecting 111-9 be correct, the same assumption must oi 
course be made with regard to that. 

2. That the narrative can contain no scientific or 
historically true account of the origin of language, 
is evident from many indications. In the first 
place, if it is in its right place, it can be demon- 
strated to rest upon un historical assumptions : for 
the biblical date of the Flood (Usshers artificial 
treatment of Gn ll 27 and Ex 12 40 being disregarded) 
is B.c. 2501 (or, acc. to the LXX of Gen. and Ex., 
3066) ; and, so far from the whole earth being at 
either B.C. 2501 or B.C. 3066 ' of one language and 
one speech,' we possess inscriptions dating from 
periods much earlier than either of these dates 
written in three distinct languages — Sumerian, 
Babylonian, and Egyptian. But, even if Wcllh.'s 
supposition, that the narrative belongs really to an 
earlier stage in the history of mankind, be accepted, 
it would still be impossible to regard it as historical. 
For (1) it-could not, even then, be placed in a dif- 
ferent category from the other narratives in (in 
1-11, which (for reasons which cannot be stated 
fully here ; cf. Fall, Flood, etc.) must relate to 
the prehistoric period. And (2) the narrative, 
while explaining ostensibly the diversity of lan- 
guages, offers no explanation of the diversity of 
races. And yet diversity of language — meaning 
here by the expression not the relatively subordi- 
nate differences which are always characteristic 
of languages developed from a common parent- 
tongue, but those more radical differences relating 
alike to structure, grammar, and roots, which show 
that the languages exhibiting them cannot be re- 
ferred to a common origin — is dependent u/>on 
diversity of race. Of course, cases occur in which 
a people living near a people of another race, or 
sub-race, have adopted tlieir language (as, e.g., the 
Celts in Cornwall have adopted English) ; but, 
speaking generally, radically different languages 
are characteristic of different races, or (if the word 
be used in its widest sense) of subdivisions of 
races, or sub-races, which, in virtue of the /acidly 
of creating language distinctive of man, have 
created them for purposes of intercommunication 
and to satisfy their social instincts. Differences 
of race, in other words, are more primary in man 
than differences of language,* and have first to l>c 
accounted for. It is, now, a disputed ethnological 

* Cf. Sayce, Races o/ the OT, p. 37 L, 'Diversity of race is 
older than diversity of language.' 
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problem whether man appeared originally upon 
the globe at one centre or at many centres. 

The former of these alternatives la preferred by modern 
scientific authorities. Mr. Darwin in his Descent of Man, 
vol. i. ch. 7, after reviewing the arguments on both sides, sums 
up (pp. 281-233, ed. 1S71) in its favour (upon the ground, stated 
briefly, that the resemblances, physical and mental, between 
different races are such that it is extremely improbable that 
they should have been acquired independently by aboriginally 
distinct species or races) : see also to the same effect Lyell, 
Principle* of Geology « (1875), ii ch. 43 ; Huxley, Critiques and 
Addresses (1883), p. 163 ff. ( = Collected Essays, vii. p. 249 ff.) ; and 
Dr. Ty lor, art. ' Anthropology ' in the Encycl. Brit.* and in his 
volume A nthropology (1881), p. 6. But of course these authori- 
ties postulate for man a far higher antiquity than is allowed by 
the biblical narrative (so also Sayce, Races of the OT, 23, 37). 

Bat, whichever of these alternatives be adopted, 
it is easy to see that differences of race are not 
accounted for in the biblical narratives : the case 
of primitive man appearing independently at dif- 
ferent centres (with, it may be supposed, racial 
distinctions, at least to some degree, already im- 
planted in him at these centres) is not contem- 
plated in them at all ; if, on the other hand, 
racial differences were gradually developed by the 
play of natural selection upon the descendants of 
a single pair, migrating into new climatic and 
other physical conditions, then the growth of 
these differences is neither explained by the bib- 
lical narratives, nor, in fact, reconcilable with 
them. For, taking account only of the simplest 
and most obvious division of mankind into the 
white, black, and yellow races,* even Gn 10 (Sayce, 
HUM 120) notices only (except Cush?) tribes 
and nations belonging to the white race ; while, 
from the known fixity of racial types, in cases 
where we are able to observe them, it is certain 
that, if the white, black, and yellow races, with 
the many sub-races included in each, have been 
developed from a single original pair, the process 
must have occupied a vastly longer period of time 
than is allowed by the biblical narrative (which 
places the creation of man at B.C. 4137, or [LXX] 
B.C. 5328), however early after Adam the dis- 
persion of Gn ll 9 may be supposed to have actually 
occurred. 

3. It docs not fall within the province of a 
Dictionary of the Bible to give an aw mm t of the 
languages of the world ; but a few particulars may 
be stated here for the purpose of indicating the 
general conclusions to which the study of the 
subject has led modern philologists. Prof. Sayce 
writes (Introd. to the Science of Language. 1880, 
ii. 31 f.) : 'The genealogical classification of lan- 
guages, that which divides them into families and 
sub-families, each mounting up, as it were, to a 
single parent-speech, is based on the evidence of 
grammar and roots. Unless the grammar agrees, 
no amount of similarity between the roots of two 
languages could warrant us in comparing them 
together, and referring them to the same stock. 
. . . The test of linguistic kinship is agreement 
in structure [i.e. the formation of sentences], 

f grammar, and roots. Judged by this test, the 
anguages at present spoken in the world probably 
fall, as Prof. Friednch Mliller observes, into 
"about 100 different families," between which 
science can discover no connexion or relationship. 
When we consider how many languages have' 
probably ' perished since man first appeared upon 
the globe, we may gain some idea of the number- 
less essays and types of speech which have gone 
to form the language- world of the present day.' 
Basque is an example of an isolated survival of an 
otherwise extinct family of speech ; and in Tasmania 
four dialects spoken when our (olonists first landed 
on the island have recently disappeared. On pp. 
33-64 of the same volume Prof. Sa} - ce gives a list 

* See, further, on the ^ossification of the races of mankind, 
Dr. Xi lor's article and work ich. 3) referred to above. 



of 75 families of languages, all unrelated to each 
other, and each comprising mostly a variety of 
individual languages or groups of languages. 

Of these families the two best known ore the Semitic and 
the Aryan (or Indo-European). The principal languages in- 
cluded, in the Semitic family are Assyro-Babylonian, Hebrew, 
Phoenician and Punic, the different Aramaic dialects, Arabic, 
the S. Arabian dialects (Himyaritic or SabtBan, and Minaan), 
Ethiopic and allied dialects : all these, though in subordinate 
details they often differ widely, yet display such obvious resem- 
blances in ' structure, grammatical fonu, and roots,' that they 
are manifestly merely varieties of a common parent-tongue. 
The principal groups included in the Aryan family are the 
Indian group (Sanskrit, with allied languages and many modern 
vernaculars), the Iranian group (Zend, Persian, etc.), the Celtic 
group (Welsh, Cornish, Irish, etc.), the Italian group (Umbrian, 
Uscan, Latin, with the dependent Romance languages), the 
Thrako-Illyrian group, the Hellenic group, the Letto-Slavonic 

froup (Slavonic, Russian, Polish, Lithuanian, etc.), and the 
eutonic group (Gothic, Low German, Anglo-Saxon, English, 
Dutch, High German, Old Norse, Icelandic, Swedish, Danish, Nor- 
wegian) : all these languages, though in details they differ even 
more widely than the Semitic languages, nevertheless exhibit 
so many common features as to make it evident that they are 
but varieties, which have arisen by gradual differentiation, 
under the influence of separation and different local conditions, 
out of a single original parent-tongue. 

Languages, however, differ not only in grammar 
and roots, but also in a manner which it is more 
difficult for those, like ourselves, familiar with only 
one type of language, to realize, viz. ' morpho- 
logically,' or in the manner in which ideas are 
built up into a sentence. Different races do not 
think in the same way ; and consequently the 
forms taken by the sentence in different languages 
are not the same. The only type of langunge 
with which we are practically acquainted is the 
'inflectional' type, which prevails in Western 
Asia and Europe, and to which both the Semitic 
and Aryan families belong; but there are besides 
the ' agglutinative ' type (of which Turkish is an 
example), spoken chiefly in Central Asia, the 
Islands of the Pacific, and many parts of Africa, 
the 'incorporating,' of which Basque (in S.W. 
France) is the chief representative, the 'poly- 
synthetic,' which prevails throughout America,* 
and the 'isolating' (of which Chinese is the best- 
known example), characteristic of Eastern Asia 
(Tibet, Burma!), etc. ) : all these types of language 
differing in the manner in which ideas are grouped 
by the mind, and combined into sentences (for 
further particulars reference must be made to 
Sayce, op. cit. i. 118-132, 374 ff., ii. 188 If. ; Rare* 
of the OT, 35 f. ; or Whitney's art. ' Pnilology ' in 
the Encycl. Britannica, ed. 9). It is remarkable, 
as even this cursory description will have indi- 
cated, that the morphological character of a lan- 
guage is correlated, in some hidden way, with the 
geographical and climatic conditions of the country 
in which it originated : thus the different families 
of languages spoken in America, though utterly 
unrelated to each other, are nevertheless all ' poly- 
synthetic' 

It is an obvious corollary from the radical differ- 
ences which the various families of language 
display, as compared with one another, that, 
whatever may have been the case with the races of 
mankind, the families of language spoken by man- 
kind must have arisen independently at different 
centres of human life. 'The languages of the 
present world are but the selected residuum of the 
infinite variety of tongues that have grown up aud 
decayed anion" the races of mankind. . . . Tho 
idioms of mankind have had many independent 
starting-points, and, like the Golden Age, which 
science has shifted from the past to the future, 
the dream of a universal language must be realized, 
if at all, not in the Paradise of Genesis, but in 
the unifying tendencies of civilization and trade' 
(Sayce, Science of Lang. ii. 322, 323). 

* In polysynthetic languages the sentence is the unit of 
thought ; and in many of them separate word* hardly exist. 
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As need hardly be remarked, what the primitive language of 
mankind was, is unknown. Formerly, indeed, it was the general 
belief that it was Hebrew, and all other languages were sup- 
posed to be derived from this (!) ; see Max Muller, Lecture* on 
the Se. of Lang. 1st series, ed. 1864, p. 132 fT. Leibnitz appears 
to have been tbe first to point out the absurdity of this 
view, remarking Justly (ib. p. 135 f.) that 'to call Hebrew the 
primitive language was like calling branches of a tree primitive 
tranches ' ; and the science of comparative philology, which has 
arisen since Leibnitz's day, has but confirmed the soundness of 
his Judgment. Even among the 8emitic languages, Arabic, in 
many respects, exhibits older and more original features than 
Hebrew ; besides, unless all analogy ia deceptive, the language 
of primitive man must have been of a far more simple, un- 
developed type titan any of the existing Semitic languages. 

4. Differences of language and differences of race 
thus point independently to the great antiquity of 
man upon the earth. And their evidence is more 
than confirmed by testimony from other quarters. 
Even during the last ten years the discoveries of 
Petrie and de Morgan in Egypt, and of Hilprecht 
and others in Babylonia, have shown that civiliza- 
tion existed in these two countries at a period 
considerably earlier than had previously been sup- 
posed ; while the existence of inscriptions, sculp- 
tures, paintings, and various objects of art, belong- 
ing certainly to a date not later than B.C. 40(H), 
makes it evident that the beginnings of civiliza- 
tion and art in both these countries must have 

E receded that date by many centuries, not to say 
y millennia. And the numerous relies of human 
workmanship, especially stone implements of 
different kinds, and bone or other material, 
engraven with figures, which have been found 
during recent years in different parts of Europe 
and America, bear testimony, in the opinion of 
geologists, to a greater antiquity still, and show 
that man, in a rude and primitive stage of develop- 
ment, ranged through the forests and river-valleys 
of these continents, in company wilh mammals now 
extinct, during periods of the so-called 'glacial 
age,' when the glaciers (which then extended over 
large parts both of the British Isles and of the 
Continent of Europe) retreated sufficiently to enable 
him to do so (Dawkins, Early Man, 112-122, 137, 
152 ff., 161-164, 169, etc.). The date at which 
these relies of human workmanship were embedded 
in the deposits in which they are now found, can- 
not be estimated, precisely, in years B.C. ; but the 
late Prof. Prestwich, a geologist not addicted to 
extravagant opinions, assigned to pahfoli thic man, 
as * a rough approximate limit, on data very in- 
sufficient and subject to correction,' a period of 
from 20,000 to 30,000 years from the present time. 

See Prestwich's Geology (18S8), ii. 634 ; In his Controverted 
Questions of Geology (1895), p. 46, he gives similar but some- 
what higher figures. It was In 1859 that ' the barriers which 
restricted the age of man to a limited traditional chronology 
were overthrown by the discoveries in the Valley of the Somme 
and Brixham Cave' (ib. p. 19). 'Paleolithic' implements are 
those found in association with extinct mammalia; 'neolithic' 
implements, which show a higher type of workmanship, are 
those found with existing species. In the palmolithic period, 
the ' river-drift man ' hunted the elephant and the lion, the 
hippopotamus and the rhinoceros, in the valley of the Lower 
Thames.— See further on this subject Evans, The Ancient Stone 
Implement*, Weapon*, and Ornament* of Great Britain *, 1897 
(on their antiquity, pp. 703-9) ; Boyd Dawkins, Early Man in 
Britain, 1880 (where, at the end of the several chapters, the 
characteristics of the civilization of the successive ages— the 
river-drift hunter, the cave man, the neolithic farmer and 
herdsman [contemporary with the beginnings of organized 
empires in the East], the bronze age, and the iron a^e— are 
well indicated) ; Lyell, Antiquity of Alan*, 1873 ; Lord Avcburv 
(Sir J. Lubbock), Prehistoric Times* (1900), esp. ch. 11 ; O. F. 
Wright, Man aiid the Glacial Aye (in the Intern. Scient. Series)), 
1898, p. 242 ff. ; Morris, Man and his Ancestor (a small popularly 
written work), 1900, p. 21 ff. ; Tylor, Anthropology, p. 28ff. 
That man was coeval in Western Europe with the glacial period 
is accepted by Sayce, Race* of the OT, p. 23. 

The general conclusion, resulting from all that 
has been said, may be summed up in Dr. Tylor's 
words : * Man's first appearance on earth goes back 
to an age compared with which the ancients, as 
we call them, are but moderns. The four thousand 



years of recorded history only take us back to a 
prehistoric period of untold length, during which 
took place the primary distribution of mankind 
over the earth and the development of the great 
races, the formation of speech and the set tlement 
of the great families of language, and the growth 
of culture up to the levels of the old-world nations 
of the East, the forerunners and founders of 
modern civilized life' {Anthropology, p. 24). 

5. It is thus apparent that there are two great 
facta, the antiquity of man, and the wide distribu- 
tion of man over the surface of the earth, of which 
the biblical narrative, whether in ll 1 ** or else- 
where, takes no account. It is true, of course, 
that ll 8,9 accounts ostensibly for the distribution 
of man ' over the face of the whole earth ' ; but it 
has been shown above why it does not do so really : 
the dispersion is placed too late to account for the 
known facts respecting both the distribution of 
man and the diversity of races : how, for example, 
can the ' river-drift man ' of the glacial, or even 
of the post-glacial, period be brought within the 
scope of the biblical narrative? To say that the 
biblical writers spoke only of the nations of whom 
they knew is perfectly true ; but the admission 
deprives their statements of all historical or scien- 
tific value: 'palaeolithic' and 'neolithic' man, 
and the black and yellow historic races, all existed ; 
and any explanation, purporting to account for the 
populations of the earth, and the diversity of 
languages spoken by them, must take cognizani-e 
of them : an explanation which does not take 
cognizance of them can be no historically true 
account either of the diffusion of mankind, or of 
the diversity of speech. The first 11 chapters 
of Genesis, it may be safely assumed, report 
faithfully what was currently belieoed among the 
Hebrews respecting the early history of mankind: 
they contain no account of the real beginnings 
of man, or of human civilization, upon the 
earth. 

6. The true explanation of the story in Gn H M , 
it cannot be doubted, is that which is given by 
Prof, (now Bishop) Kyle in his Early Narratins 
of Genesis, p. 127 ft'. As in 2* b -4 the origin of 
various existing customs and institutions is ex- 
plained in accordance with the beliefs of Hebrew 
antiquity, so in IV' 9 the explanation is given of the 
diversity of languages spoken by different peoples 
inhabiting different parts of the earth. As soon as 
men began to reflect, they must have wondered what 
was the cause of differences of language, which not 
only impressed the Hebrews (Is 33 1 ", Dt 28**, Jer 
5 1S , Ps 114 1 ), but also were an impediment to free 
intercourse, and accentuated national interests 
and antagonisms. 'The story of the Tower of 
Babel supplied to such primitive questionings an 
answer suited to the comprehension of a primitive 
time. Just as Greek fable told of the giants who 
strove to scale Olympus, so Semitic legend told of 
the impious act by which the sons of men sought 
to raise themselves to the dwelling-place of God, 
and erect an enduring symbol of human unity to 
be seen from every side ; and how Jehovah inter- 
posed to frustrate their purposes, and brought upon 
them the very dispersal which they had sought 
to avoid. The narrative thus contains simply the 
answer which Hebrew folk - lore gave to the 
question which differences of language and nation- 
ality directly suggested. At the same time, it is 
so worded as to convey (like the other early narra- 
tives of Genesis) spiritual lessons. Though the 
conception of Deity is naive, and even, it may be 
(v. 7 ), imperfectly disengaged from polytheism, the 
narrative nevertheless emphasizes Jehovah's supre- 
macy over the world ; it teaches how the self 
exaltation of man is checked by God : and it 
shows how the distribution of mankind into 
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nations, and diversity of language, is an element 
in His providential plan for the development and 
progress of humanity. 

7. No Bab. parallel to Gn 11 M has as yet been 
discovered. 

The reference in the fragmentary Brit. Mua. Inscription (K. 
S8R7), tr. by G. Smith, Chatd.-Gen. 160, and mentioned in UCM 
168, is very uncertain ; for though the inscr. does seem (o apeak 
of the erection of some building in Babylon by the order of the 
king, which offended the gods, so that they 1 made an end by 
night ' of the work done by day, the crucial words, rendered 
' strong place ' and ' speech,' are (as is admitted for the latter 
[tullu] by Smith himself, p. 163) both extremely doubtful : see 
Delitzsch's note in the Germ. tr. of Smith's book. p. 310 ; and 
for tdzimtu, ' strong place,' Del. II WB 37, where it is tr. Weh- 
klage 1 Cf. the transcr. and tr. by Boscawen in TSBA v. (1877) 
p. 303 ff . (where, however, p. 308, ' speech ' for melik, ' counsel ' 
(HWB 413), is quite gratuitous). 

In the Jewish Haggada of a later age, the tower was said to 
have been destroyed by mighty winds : see the Orae. Sibyll. iii. 
£7 ff. (whence Jos. Ant. I. i v. 3 [the quotation] - Alex. Poly histor 
ap. Synccll. Chron., ed. Dindorf, i. 81 C), and JubiUet 101MI 
(tr. Charles, JQH vi. 208 f.): cf. (from Abydenus) Bus. Prtrp. 
Ev. ix. 14 = Eus. Chrotu, Schoene, i. 33=8yncell. i. 81 D, and 
(from Eupoleinus ap. Alex. Polyhistor) ix._ 17. 1. From the 
fact that in Jos. and Ab.vd. (r»i* iti/uus Bulri /3»6t»ir«« «>«iyi- 
■J-«i t» /^t X " "iuc) the plurul ' gods ' is used, Stade (I.e. p. 161 f.) 
conjectured that these authorities have preserved reminiscences 
of an older polytheistic version of the tradition. 

In fact, though the narrative plainly presupposes 
a knowledge of Babylonia, it does not seem itself 
to be of Babylonian origin : if any Bab. legend lies 
at the basis of it, it must have been strongly Heb- 
raized. As Gunkel has remarked, the narrator 
speaks as a foreigner rather than as a native : the 
unfavourable light in which the foundation of 
Babylon is represented ; the idea that the erection 
of what (ex hyp. ) can hardly have been anything but 
a Bab. zikkurat (or pyramidal temple-tower*) was 
interrupted by (ex hyp. ) a Bab. deity ; the mention, 
as of something unusual, of brick and bitumen, as 
building materials, and the false etymology of the 
name ' Babel,' are all features not likely to have 
originated in Babylonia. It does, however, seem a 

grobable conjecture (Ewald, Jahrb. ix. [1858] 12f., 
chrader, Dillm.) that some gigantic tower-like 
building in Babylon, which had either been left 
unfinished or fallen into disrepair, gave rise to 
the legend. The tower in question has often been 
supposed to be Iuriminanki, the zikkurat of E-zida, 
the great temple of Nebo, in Borsippa (a city 
almost contiguous to Babylon on the S.W.), the 
ruined remains of which form the huge pyramidal 
mound now called Birs Nimroud. This zikkurat, 
remarkably enough, Nebuchadnezzar states had 
been built partially by a former king, but not 
completed : its ' head,' or top, had not been set 
up ; it had also fallen into disrepair ; and Neb. 
restored it.t Others regard it as an objection to 
this identification that E-zida was not actually in 
Babylon ; and prefer to think of Itiminanki, the 
zikkurat of E-sagil, the famous and ancient temple 
of Marduk in Babylon itself, the site of which is 
generally J considered to be hidden under the mas- 
sive oblong mound called Babil, about 2 J miles 
N. of Birs Nimroud.§ Schrader does not decide 
between E-zida and E-sagil : Dillm. thinks E-sagil 
the more likely, but leaves it open whether, after 
all, the Hcb. legend may not have referred to some 
half-ruined ancient building in Babylon, not other- 
wise known to us. The high antiquity of Babylon, 
and the fact that it was the chief centre of a 
region in which the Hebrews placed the cradle of 
the human race, would lit it to be regarded as the 

• J astro w, Bel. of Bab. and Am. p. 615 ff. 

t The inscr. is tr. in KA T* 124 f., K1B iii. 2, pp. 63, 56. 

! 8ee, however. Hummel in vol. i. p. 213» ; and Babylon, } 8, 
in the Eneyel. BiUl. 

}See the plan of Babylon and its environs in 8mith's DB, 
».».;■ or in the Eneyel. BM. i.e. Views of the two mounds 
referred to may be seen in Smith, *.t>. 'Babel,' and 'Babel 
(Tower of)' ; Eiehm, U WB, s.v. ; or Ball's Light from the East, 
pp. 220, 221. 



point from which mankind dispersed over the 
earth. 

8ee, further (besides the Comm.), Cheyne, art. ' Babel (Tower 
of) ' in the Eneycl. BiU. ; and Dr. Worcester in GenetU in the 
Light o/ Modern Knowledge (New York, 1001), 491 ff. 

S. R. Driver. 

TONGUES, GIFT OF.— i. The Biblical Evi- 
dence. — (a) Acts of the Apostles. On the first 
day of Pentecost after the Resurrection and 
Ascension (Ac 2 ,ff -), the disciples, about 120 in 
number ( l ,s ), were assembled together. * Suddenly 
there came from heaven a sound as of the rushing 
of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where 
they were sitting. And there appeared unto them 
tongues parting asunder, like as of tire ; and it [sc. 
y\G*roa] sat upon each one of them. And they were 
all tilled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak 
with other tongues as the Spirit gave them utter- 
ance.' Two wonders are here described — the vision 
of the fiery tongues, apparent to all in the house, 
but, as it seems, to them only ; and the speaking 
' with other tongues,' which was, as the sequel 
shows, apparent to others also. The latter (v. u ) 
consisted in 'speaking the mighty works of God.' 
It was not, at first at any rate, addressed to those 
outside. But ' when this sound was heard, the 
multitude came together,' and Jews, then present 
at Jerusalem from every nation under heaven, 
heard to their astonishment the brethren speaking 
in their own respective languages (vv.** u ). Some, 
however, ' mocking, said, They are filled with new 
wine.' In reply to these latter, St. Peter inter- 
prets the phenomenon by recalling the prophecy of 
Joel, which speaks of an outpouring of the Spirit 
in the latter days, which shall cause the servants 
and handmaidens of the Lord to see visions and to 
prophesy (v v. 17, 1B ), and deduces it from the Messianic 
ofhee of Jesus, in whose exaltation this promise of 
the Holy Spirit is fulfilled (v. 33 ). The phenomenon 
of the fiery tongues reappears no more m the sacred 
narrative; but that of speaking with tongues is 
repeated (Ac 10 44 ** 8 ) upon the conversion of the 
Gentile household of Cornelius, who with a sudden 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit ' speak with tongues 
and glorify God.' This is clearly the same pheno- 
menon as is described in Ac 2", and the identity is 
expressly asserted by St. Peter (ll u ) wo-wtp Kal i<f> 
ijfias if dpxi- The ' speaking with other tongues' 
is therefore a recurrent phenomenon in the Apos- 
tolic Church ; and accordingly we read of the 
twelve disciples at Ephesus (ID"), that ' when Paul 
had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost 
came on them ; and they spake with tongues and 
prophesied.' In this passage the phenomenon is for 
the first time expressly associated with the exercise 
of the prophetic gift. (On Spitta's analysis of the 
sources of Ac 2 ia - see Knowling, p. UK)). 

(6) Gospel of St. Mark. — In the doubtful appen- 
dix to this Gospel (16 17 ), among the wonders which 
are to follow those who believe, it is said 'they 
shall speak with [new] tongues.' The word ' new' 
isof very questionable genuineness ; if it be rejected, 
the passage is a bare reference to ' speaking with 
tongues,' and throws little light upon the nature of 
the utterances. 

(c) First Epistle to the Corinthians. — In chs. 
12-14, especially the last-named chapter, we have 
the most circumstantial reference to the phenom- 
enon. In 12*"" St. Paul enumerates different 
gifts, which in their diversity proceed from the 
self-same Spirit. Eirst come gifts of ordinary 
teaching (\6yos tro<plat, X. yv&o-twi), then faith, 
healings, and other miracles, then at the end 
prophecy and the discerning of spirits, followed, 
in the last place of all, by 'kinds of tongues' 
(yi»v), a new Qualification, and ' interpretation of 
tongues.' which also appears in these chapters 
alone. The enumeration of offices and gifts in 
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vv .:»-so corresponds to that of gifts in vv.*" 11 . The 
teaching offices come first (apostles, prophets, 
teachers), then miracles and healings, then 'nelps' 
and • guidances,' then, again last of all, 4 kinds of 
tongues.' Prophecj* and 'discernings of spiiits' 
are evidently omitted here because of the insertion 
of 'prophets' after 'apostles.' Then, in the in- 
terrogative clauses that follow, the 'tongues,' 
this time with the added mention of ' interpreta- 
tion,' but without the mention of yifrj, again bring 
up the rear : ' Do all speak with tongues ? do afi 
interpret?' In ch. 13 the tongues, which St. 
Paul has put last in the order of precedence, come 
first in the order of depreciation. ' Tongues of 
men and of angels' may be taken as a climax, for 
this purpose, upon the less rhetorical yivn y\wr- 
<ru>K (see below, § iii. (b)). Apart from charity, not 
only tongues (however wonderful), but even pro- 
phecy, even work; of charity, are worthless. Com- 
pared with it, prophecy, tongues, knowledge itself, 
all belong to our childhood, to our ignorance, to 
the sphere of things temporal. Then in ch. 14, 
after a closing reminder of the subordinate place 
which xv( v/xaTiKa are to occupy in our desires as 
compared with charity, the apostle enters in detail 
upon a comparison between the two most con- 
spicuous vvev/jATiKd, viz. prophecy and tongues. 
Prophecy is the more desirable of the two, because 
it is addressed to men, and bzn*Jits them, whereas 
' tongues ' are addressed to God, and benefit the 
speaker only (vv.'- 8 ). The only exception to this is 
when the speaker (or some other person, v.- 7 '-) can 
interpret his utterances. This would enable the 
rest of those present to join in with their ' Amen ' 
(v. 18 ), and so derive some benefit from the prayer. 
Without going into details of exegesis, which in 
this chapter are full of difficulty, it is sufficient to 
emphasize certain points upon which the apostle 
speaks without any obscurity. Firstly, as already 
remarked, the speaker with tongues speaks to God 
only ; his utterance is not a sermon out a prayer 
or psalm (vv. 5, w - 14, 18 ), or a thanksgiving (v. 8 ). 
Secondly, the utterance is unintelligible to the 
liearers, and even to the speaker. The spirit is in 
prayer, but the mind takes no part, it is unfruitful 
(vv. 1 *- 18 ); the speaker ' edifies bimself apparently 
by his attitude of ecstatic devotion, not by con- 
scious expression or reception of ideas. Thirdly, 
while 'interpretation' is thought of as possible, 
its absence seems to have been the rule, its 
presence the exception (vv. 8, 13 ). Accordingly 
(fourtldy), the impression which 'tongues' pro- 
duce upon a visitor, especially on a non-believer 
{v.' a ), is that of an assembly of madmen (cf. Ac 
2") ; whereas, in the cose of prophecy, the non- 
believer, or at any rate the visitor, will be pro- 
foundly stirred, probably to conversion (vv.' J4 - 2 *). 

The closing section or the chapter [v.^"-) shows 
the dKaraaraffia, which had resulted at Corinth 
from the childish (12 15 - 19 13" 14«-») desire of too 
many of the members of the Church to excel in 
the exercise of abnormal gifts, and from their 
dangerous tendency to value spiritual gifts in pro- 
portion to their abnormal features. The apostle 
exactly inverts this principle. 

ii. Classification- of the Data.— There is no 
possible doubt that the phenomena of the Church 
of Corinth are homogeneous with those which 
meet us at Ciesarea (Ac 10 M ) and at Ephesus (Ac 
19"). These two passages are linked together by 
the reference to baptism, and the close relation 
of the tongues to prophecy connects the latter pas- 
sage with the phenomena of Corinth. We may 
therefore conclude that one feature of the life of 
the Apostolic Churches was the correlation be- 
tween the perceptible presence of the Holy Spirit, 
which befian at baptism, but was continued in 
the assemblies and corporate acts of the Churches 



(see vol. ii. pp. 407 b , 409*), and certain utterances 
on the part of members of the Churches, some- 
times intelligible and less ecstatic (prophecy), some- 
times more ecstatic and not intelligible (tongues). 
On the border-line between the two classes of utter- 
ance would come the interpretation of tongues, a 
gift apparently known to St. Paul, but assumed by 
him to be exceptional, and passed over in the more 
occasional notices of the Acts of the Apostles. 
With these data we can without difficulty class 
the reference in St. Mark 16 (above, i. (b)). It has 
been not infrequently laid down, that while these 
passages refer to one homogeneous group of phenom- 
ena, that group is separated from the phenomena 
of Ac 2 by a difference in kind. This assumption, 
however, is in too direct conHict with the words 
of St. Peter (Ac ll 18 ) to be admitted. The homo- 
geneity of the later phenomenon with that of 
Pentecost, here asserted, can be denied only by 
undermining the credit of the Acts as a source. 
But, while we are thus obliged to class the phenom- 
ena of Ac 2 with those of the other passages of 
the NT, it must be recognized that with the 
features common to all passages certain peculiari- 
ties are combined in the narrative of Pentecost. 
First, there is the sound of the rushing wind ; 
second, the vision of the fiery tongues; thirdly, 
the intelligibility of the utterances without tn°, 
' interpretation,' which to St. Paul is necessary if 
the 'tongues' are to be understood, lint in Ac 
2, as in 1 Co 14, the ' tongues ' are utterances of 
worship, not of a didactic character, not addressed 
to the Jews (whose attention is attracted by the 
utterances only after they have begun) ; the 
association with prophecy, implied in the quota- 
tion from Joel, is, to St. Peter apparently, as to 
St. Paul, due simply to identity of origin ; and 
in both passages (Ac 2 U , 1 Co 14 a ) the impres- 
sion produced upon less sympathetic hearers is 
similar. In the attempt, therefore, to interpret 
correctly the data of the NT relating to the 
subject of 'tongues,' the only sound method to 
adopt will be to begin from the most circumstan- 
tial account we have,— that of St. Paul, — but, in 
applying the results to other passages, to bear in 
mind any peculiar features which distinguish their 
account of what is certainly in substance the same 
phenomenon. 

iii. Interpretation of the Evidence. — (a) 
St. Paul, in common with all to whom the Chris- 
tian religion is a revelation from God, assumes 
that the gift of tongues is an energy of the Holy 
Spirit. No doubt he places it lower in value than 
any other spiritual gift enumerated by him. No 
doubt, also, like other gifts of the Spirit, it was 
capable of being simulated by phenomena not due 
to genuine inspiration. There was room_ here for 
SiaKpoTLs ( 1 Co 12"). But the main criterion to be 
applied by the discerner of spirits was the sub- 
stance of what was said (1 Co 2*, cf. 1 Jn 4\ the 
apostle has no sympathy with the heathenish 
idea that an utterance, apart from its intrinsic 
value, could be accredited by its abnormal circum- 
stances). Now, in the case of an unintelligible 
utterance, like that of if yXucav, no such criterion 
was applicable. The apostle therefore assumes, 
in the case of tongues, tnat he has to do in each 
instance with the spiritual reality, not with a 
merely natural phenomenon (14* w ). We must be 
content with the same assumption, however mind- 
ful that where there is the need of self-control 
(14*) there is the possibility of self-will. The 
Spirit is doubtless really at work, even upon a 
psychical background of obscure, easily perversible, 
mental exaltation. 

(6) If the phenomena of the NT are essentially 
homogeneous, we may safely reject some explana- 
tions which are applicable at most to a limited 
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number of the passages under review. First 
nmong these may be set aside that based upon 
the strictly literal and physical sense of y\uxr<ra, 
understood of ' the tongue ' or oTgan of speech 
(Eichhorn, Meyer, etc.). This might at first sight 
be thought applicable to Ac 2. The disciples, as 
the fiery tongues appear to settle upon each of 
them, begin to speak Mpaa y\&ffean (compare the 
probably spurious «ura« of Mk 16"), i.e. with 
(literal) tongues other than their own, identified 
with, or symbolized by, the tongues of flame. 
But it cannot be seriously argued that the 
1 tongues ' of this passage are different from the 
4 dialects ' of w. 6, 8 ; tins identification is quite 
clear in v. 11 rait imeHpats y\t!xraait. And this 
carries with it (by Ac 11") the interpretation of 
Ac 10 46 19 8 , where \a\eiv -yXtWais is equivalent to 
X. Mpau y. in Ac 2. The literal sense claimed for 
7X. in these latter passages has no support in Ps 
38* LXX f\&\r)tra iv ykiboay nov, where the use of 
the possessive indicates the literal sense. But it 
is argued that the literal sense is applicable in 
1 Co 12. 14 (but 13 1 '), where (14>« ) wp*re6xto$u 
yXikrffTj is contrasted with irp. vot, the tongue (so 
it is urged) being conceived as the passive instru- 
ment ot the rvtOfui, and the plural yXuitraat (surely 
a reductio ad absurdum) referring ' to the various 
motions of the tongue ' (so Thayer-Grimm, s.v. ; 
see also Meyer- Heinrici on 12 w ). r\w<r<ra must 
mean an utterance, not merely the moving tongue ; 
this latter sense breaks down in the pi. yXOffaai, 
and still more conspicuously in the phrase yivy 
y\ueaww, which clearly points to various kinds of 
utterance, whether foreign languages or not. 

(c) Another sense of y\Q<r<ra which fails of 
general applicability is that (exemplified in Aris- 
totle, Poet. 21 f.) of * unusual word,' e.g. expressions 
borrowed from the Aramaic, like ' Amen, ' Maran 
Atha,' or 'Abba' (Ernesti, Bleek, etc.). The use 
of such expressions would not lie improbable in a 
state of high spiritual tension, and in fact the last- 
named word was regarded by St. Paul as specially 
characteristic of the Spirit (Ro 8 1S , Gal 4") ; but 
there is nothing in his language to connect it 
specifically with ' tongues,' which possibly may be 
referred to, though even this is uncertain, in the 
ffrepaynol &\&\rjT<H of Ro 8*. Moreover, this sense 
of y\£xr<ra. fits ill with the data of Ac 2, and still 
worse with those of 1 Co 14 ; for these occasional 
borrowed words had a well-recognized meaning, 
and in their use the vodi was not dicapiroi. 

(d) The same prineipTe, to say nothing of other 
considerations, absolutely excludes the idea, which 
has some traditional support in Christian opinion 
from Origen (in Horn. 1") downwards, that the 
apostles, at any rate, if not all those present, 
received at Pentecost the more or less permanent 
power of preaching in foreign languages. To 
begin with (above, § ii. ), the speaking with tongues 
is an utterance of worship, not of instruction. It 
has been argued that we never read of the apostles 
needing the services of an interpreter. But neither 
do we read of their 'speaking with tongues' on 
any occasion subsequent to Pentecost. St. Paul, 
it is true, claims to possess the gift, but in a con- 
text (1 Co 14 18 ) which excludes any reference to 
preaching. With one exception, indeed, we do not 
read of any apostolic preaching in lands where 
Greek or Aramaic would not be a sufficient 
medium. The partial exception is in the bilingual 
district of Lystra (Ac 14), and here the apostles 
clearly do not follow what is said KvKaoviarl. 
Ocular evidence at last enables them to realize 
that they are regarded as gods. But though the 
sacred text says nothing of preaching, permanently 
or even temporarily, in foreign tongues, it cer- 
tainly suggests at hrst sight that a great number 
of foreign languages were supernatural ly spoken. 



if only in adoration, on the occasion of the first 
Pentecost. 

(e) This interpretation is not so wholly excluded 
as might appear at first sight by the language of 
1 Co 14. For although the yXCioacu are, without 
one to interpret them, unintelligible- even to the 
speaker, the possibility of interpretation, clearly 
contemplated by St. Paul, suggests that he re- 
garded the utterances as having a meaning, though 
as a rule not ascertainable (ttj? Svvaiuv tt}i <puv?/t, 
v."). If so, the only difference in Ac 2 would 
be that the interpreter was on that occasion un- 
necessary. 

What, then, is really described in Ac 2? The 
view has been held by both ancient (Greg. Nnz. 
Or. 41. xv, Bede, etc.) and modern writers, that 
while the disciples spoke in some one language, 
each group of hearers understood the words as 
spoken in his own ; just as St. Vincent Ferrer, 
preaching in Spanish, was said to have been 
understood by English, Flemish, French, and 
Italian hearers, etc. But this is not what the 
narrative describes : we have a miracle of speech, 
not of hearing only, they began (before the hearers 
had come) to speak iripatt y\uxr<rais. Put the 
more difficult question is in what precisely does 
the miracle described consist? The hearers are 
not Gentiles, but Jews (2"). Proselytes are in- 
cluded among the Roman visitors (2 10 , it is con- 
ceivable that 'lov8. re k. nyxxr. applies to nil the 
countries enumerated, but the mention of 'lovSaicw 
(v. s ) is rather adverse to this) ; but clearly we 
have to do with the assembly of Jewish pilgrims, 
including perhaps some more permanent visitors 
{KaroucovvTts, v. B ), whom a great festival would find 
gathered in the Holy City. Now the list (w." -11 ) 
is one of countries, not of languages. Of the 
fifteen nationalities or regions enumerated, Juda-a 
(even if here used by Luke as in Lk 4 U for Pales- 
tine generally) and probably Arabia (see Aretas) 
belong to the domain of Palestinian Judaism 
whose language was West Aramaic. The Jews 
of the Euphrates region, Parthians, Medes, Elam- 
itcs (i.e. of Persia, Elam had ceased to exist as a 
kingdom since the days of Assurbanipal), and 
Mesopotamians represent the Babylonian group of 
Jews, who used an East-Aramaic dialect. 

This leaves us with nine countries, of which five 
fall within Asia Minor, where the Jews, as their 
inscriptions show, spoke Greek (Schiirer, HJP 
§§ 2, 31 ; this was the case as far north as the 
Crimea). Of the remaining four, Egypt is the 
mother of Hellenistic Judaism, Cyreno was Greek, 
Greek was the language of the Jews in Crete, and, 
as their inscriptions show, of the Jews of Rome. 
Accordingly, the narrative does not appear to carry 
lis beyond the area of Greek and Aramaic-speaking 
Judaism. That the Jews of the different countries 
enumerated spoke these languages with dialectical 
differences, is of course more than probable. It 
might therefore suggest itself that the obstacle 
overcome by the inspiration of Pentecost was 
diversity not of language but of dialect only. 
But we cannot appeal, for confirmation of this, 
to the use of the word StdXexros (in vv. 6-8 ), for 
the word means language (e.g. Aramaic as con- 
trasted with (ireek, Ac 1" 21 40 26 14 ). A stronger 
point is that the surprise of the hearers turned on 
the fact that the speakers were Galila*ans (Ac 2 7 , 
cf. Mt 2C 73 ), i.e. not merely men of Palestinian 
language ('Y.Spa'ioi), but men of a marked pro- 
vincial dialect. But, quite apart from the result 
of the above analysis of the list, there is no 
evidence that Jews outside Palestine used any 
language but Greek or Aramaic. The conclusion, 
then, as to the exact implications of the narrative 
is very obscure. We must probably be content 
with a non liquet ; possibly the language of St. 
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Peter (2"- »■ w , note IqpO, *#X ew ) may permit the 
conjecture that the narrative combines the two 
elements, afterwards treated as distinct, of tongues 
and prophecy. Common to all the NT descriptions 
of the tongues is the feature of utterances not in 
the common language of the speakers ; but whereas 
in 1 Cor. the hearers are, as a rule (i.e. without an 
interpreter), in the dark as to the meaning, in 
Ac 2 the meaning is clear to both Greek-speaking 
and Aramaic-speaking Jews without any such aid : 
they hear the praises of God each in the tongue 
w herein he was born. 

(/) It has been necessary, in order to test the 
possibility of a definite interpretation of the data, 
to reduce the narrative of the first Christian Pente- 
cost to its framework of definite prose statement, 
so far as the nature of the y\u<r<rat, our special 
subject of inquiry, is concerned. If our conclusion 
on this point is necessarily indefinite, we must re- 
mind ourselves that the 7\w<r<rai are but one element 
in an event of momentous significance, the baptism 
(Ac l a ) of the Christian Society for its mission to 
mankind. The baptism of Pentecost takes its 
place, in intimate context with the Resurrection 
and Exaltation of Christ, as the experience which 
lies behind, and is needed to render conceivable, 
the abrupt psychological transition which trans- 
formed the cowed,, perplexed, scattered disciples of 
a few weeks before into the band that in the suc- 
ceeding narrative sets out upon its march with 
joyoxis swing, conquering and to conquer. That 
the Spirit was then really given is impossible for 
believers in the Resurrection of Christ to doubt. 
Tnat His coming was overwhelming in its sudden- 
ness and intensity, and was attended by physical 
signs not repeated in their fulness on any later 
occasion, is not less credible than the reality of the 
'promise of the Father' and of its fulfilment. 
That these signs should be not only unaccount- 
able by ordinary causes, but in some details in- 
capable of precise definition, is a small thing, and 
antecedently probable. Beyond this it is hardly 
possible to go. 

iv. Later History. — There is no clear evidence 
of tongues as a religious phenomenon anterior to 
NT times, nor of their survival in the early Church 
after the apostolic age. Ecstatic utterances appear 
to have occurred in some forms of OT prophecy 
(2 S 1(P etc.), but no mention is made of ' tongues ' 
as a feature of them. Even in heathen religions, 
as St. Paul hints (1 Co 12 lff ), there were analogous 
phenomena which it was necessary to remember in 
the attempt to * discern ' the true work of the Holy 
Spirit. This suggests that profound religious ex- 
citement, to whatever cause it may be due, tends 
to find expression in abnormal utterance. In the 
NT this tendency gradually gives way to more 
normal forms ; in Eph 5 18 - *" we catch, as it were, 
the last echoes of glossolalic speech ; in the later 
Epistles we hear no more of it. Irenaeus (Hair. 
v. vi.) can still tell us, speaking apparently from 
hearsay, of brethren who prophesied, and spoke 
through the Spirit in all Kinds (xavrodawah) of 
tongues ; but Cbrysostom (on 1 Co 14) frankly de- 
clares that the gifts described by St. Paul were 
unknown in the Church of his day. That the gift 
of tongues really survived even down to the time 
of Irenieus is, in the absence of corroborating 
evidence, difficult to believe. His rather vague 
statement may rest on some report as to the Mon- 
tanists of Asia Minor, but in their case again the 
definite evidence we possess points to ' prophecy ' 
rather than 'tongues as the distinctive form of 
their ecstatic speech. 

Of more modern examples of such utterances 
among the Franciscans of the 13th cent., the early 
Quakers, Jansenists, Methodists, the French Pro- 
phets of the Cevennes, and particularly the Irving- 



ites whose 'tongues' (1832-3) have been described 
by several competent observers, we will onlj 
observe that it would be harsh and unjust to 
ascribe all such phenomena to the studied attempt 
to reproduce those of the apostolic Church. In 
whatever way we may explain these utterances, 
and however good reason there may be to suspect 
occasional simulation, the spontaneity of the 

Shenomena in general must he freely admitted, 
ut, for reasons suggested above, great caution 
is necessary in applying them to the interpretation 
of the NT data. 

Literature. — On the last - named class of phenomena, 
Plumptre's excellent article in Smith's DB gives useful refer- 
ences ; see also Miller, Irvingism. On the > f data the litera- 
ture is considerable. The Commentaries, e.p. those of Meyer- 
Wendt and Knowling on Ac 2, of Meyer-Heinnci, Godet, Edwards 
on 1 Co 12. 14, sum up and discuss the various explanations. 
Among man v separate essays we may mention those of Schneck- 
enburjjer (Beitr. 1832); Wieseler (in SK, 1838); Hilgenfeld, 
Qlotsolalie, Leipzig, 1860; Zeller, Acts of the Ap., Eng. tr. vol. 
L p. 171 (the ablest anti-miraculous discussion; denies any 
historical foundation for Ac 2); Rossteuscher, Oabe d. 
Spraehen im A pout. Ztltr. (Marb. 1855, Irvingitc) ; P. Schaff, 
Church History, vol. i. J 24 ; Weizsacker, Apott. Ztltr. p. 
580 ff. ; A. Wright, Some NT Problems, 277 ff. In these works 
references will be found to many other discussions, an enumera- 
tion of which is beyond the limits of this article. 

A. Robertson. 

TOOLS.— In Syria, since its conquest by the 
Arabs in the 7th cent., little or no progress has 
been made in the mechanical arts : workmen still 
use much the same kinds of tools and methods of 
working as their ancestors did ten centuries ago. 
It is only within the last 40 or 60 years that 
European implements have come into use. It would 
occupy too much space to give an account of the 
tools used in the different handicrafts of Syria ; it 
may be sufficient to mention a few employed in 
masonry, carpentry, and smith work. 

Masonry.— In Syria, in very early times, stones 
were hewn from the rock by a pointed hammer 
called the bik (see Hammer), and the larger the 
stone the less, of course, was the labour of cutting. 
This seems to have been the reason for the great 
size of the stones in the oldest part of the temple 
of Baalbek. When the wedge came into use ror 
splitting rocks, smaller stones were quarried, and 
consequently buildings were more quickly con- 
structed. The masons of Lebanon, who are still 
acknowledged to be the most skilful builders in 
Syria, use no means, such as cranes, for lifting a 
stone to its position on the wall they are building. 
If a stone is too large to be carried, an inclined 
plane is made of trunks of trees, or of stones and 
earth, and the stone is rolled to its place. Chisels 
are used only for giving a tine edge to a stone, or 
for carving. For other tools seo Hammer. 

Carpentry. — The tools of the Lebanon carpenters 
are the very same as those used by the ancient 
Egyptian workmen ; only, instead of being of flint 
or bronze, they are of steel. Of all his tools, the 
kadiim or adze is the most useful to the Syrian 
carpenter ; it is hammer, chisel, and plane in one. 
In the early part of this century planes were not 
used by the carpenters in the higher villages of 
Lebanon ; planks of wood were smoothed by the 
adze. The ancient Egyptian adze appears to have 
been, at first, a sharp flint fastened by thongs to a 
handle, and replaced by a blade of bronze when 
metals came into use. The axe passed through 
similar changes. The l»ow and drill are still in 
use for boring holes in wood ; the awl is a shoe- 
maker's tool. These tools with the saw are the 
ordinary implements of a Syrian carpenter, and 
are carried about by him when seeking work. 
European tools are, however, becoming common. 

Smith.— The hammers and tongs are very much 
the same in form- as those -used in Europe, but 
very roughly made. Anvils are simply cubical 
masses of iron having the upper surface faced with 
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steel. The original bellows was a tube through 
which the workman blew into the fire ; then goat- 
skin bags were employed ; and the form of bellows 
used by the coppersmiths of Syria at the present 
time is almost the same as that depicted on the 
tombs of ancient Egypt. The modern worker in 
iron requires a more powerful instrument, and two 
large circular bellows are placed so that he may 
take advantage of the weight of his body in work- 
ing them. See, further, the separate articles on 
various tools. W. Carslaw. 

TOPARCHY {rorapxla).— A word used only in 
1 Mac ll* 3 , and there to denote three 'provinces' 
(RV ; AV ' governments ') to which the name rojtif, 
or 'nome' (AV and RV "governments'), is given 
in 1 Mac 10 s "* 8 11 s *. The three toparchies — 
Aphserema, that is, Ephraim -Ophrah, Lydda, and 
Ramathaim — were detached from Samaria and 
added to Judaea some time before the war between 
Alexander Balas and Demetrius Soter, and their 
possession was confirmed to Jonathan Maccahseus 
by Demetrius II. Nikator. 

The toparchy was a small administrative division, 
corresponding to the Turkish Nakieh, which was 
administered by a to parch as the Nahieh is by a 
mudir. According to Pliny (v. 14), Judaea was 
divided into ten, or, according to Joseph us (BJ 
in. iii. 6), into eleven toparchies. See Schurer, 
HJP ii. i. 151 If. C. W. Wilson. 

TOPAZ.— Tn four passages of the OT (Ex 28" 

39 10 , Ezk 28", Job 28' B ) the Heb. word .Tjr$ [i ra- 
pkatum] is rendered 'topaz' by AV and RV, in 
accordance with LXX roxdfiw and Vulg. topazius. 
The other ancient VSS vary thoir rendering, Pesh. 

using V>r2;-0, &ud ] Aj_L^D, whilst Targ. 

has ]ipc. and Kin: K^f!?. The LXX and Vulg. also 
employ Tordfior, topazion, as representing 19 at Ps 
119™ ; but the Pesh. there contents itself with the 
vague term ' precious stones,' and the Targ., still 
more correctly, KjiaSi^Gr. Cppvfrr). In the NT the 
topaz is mentioned but once (Rev 21"), as the 
ninth of the foundation stones of the New Jeru- 
salem. The two passages in Ex. name it as the 
second stone in the first row on the high priest's 
breastplate, and it is usually believed to have 
lx>rne the name of Simeon. The comparison used 
in Job implies its costliness, and indicates the 
quarter from which it was chieflv derived : ' The 
topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it [wisdom].' In 
Ezek. the wearing of it is a mark of regal splendour : 
' Every precious stone was thy [the king's] cover- 
ing, the sardius, topaz,' etc. There is a fair 
amount of probability in the derivation of the Heb. 
name .T199 from the Sansk. pita, ' yellow,' and in 
the suggestion that the Gr. form and those derived 
from it are merely a transposition of the Heb., tp d 
forp ( d. Codex Amiatinus in Rev 21" spells the 
word with a d, topadius. 

The question whether the topaz of the Bible is 
identical with our gem of that name has been 
rendered somewhat difficult by the well-known 
description of the stone in Pliny, Hist. A'at. 
xxxvii. 8 — 

' Egregia etlam nunc sua topozio gloria eat, e virenti genere, 
et cum primum reperta est, prolate omnibus. Accidit in 
Arabia] insula, qua) Cytia vocabatur, in quam devenerant 
Troglodytai pried ones fame et tempestate fessi, ut, cum herbas 
radiccaque foderent, eruerunt topazion. II duo Arc/iclai sen- 
ten tia eat. Jxtba Topazum insula in in Kubro mari a continenti 
stadiia ccc abesae dicit ; nebuloaam et ideo qmeaitam sxpiua 
navigantibusnomen ex ea causa acccpiase, topazim enim Troclo- 
dytarum lingua signiflcatioueni habere quwrendi. . . . Eadem 
sola uobilium liniam aentit.' 

We need uot discuss the etymology : the two 
important points arc the greenness of the gem and 
its softness. The first of these is not fatal to 



the identification, seeing that we know of green 
topazes ; the second is. Pliny may have included 
the chrysolite and the peridot under this name. 
Yet it does not follow that all the ancient miner- 
alogists agreed with him. It would not be easy to 
find a more apt description of our topaz than in 
the first few words of Strabo's interesting account, 
TtuypatptKd, xvi.— 

AJBtt i\ irri Ziafxrr,!, xf* t *'lU iriXifunn fiyyt, irt fuB' 
flfiifrnt fj.tr »u (dint Hit irri, wl/uuvyim ■yap' tixrup t' i fir it el 
rv/Wiytri:' srifixttBa^mtTts ii ayyiin rr,f*itv x*P" i/tipmt 
itippsmvri. ui *i» rirrtftM itBpairait inlliiiyftumt lit ri.t fvXomi.t 
tt]c XiBimt rsvrqr, **i H» rvt*ytryi,t, mipxtuftittn irw* rat ir,s 
Aiyimu fittriXun. 

The statements which have appeared as to the 
chemical composition of the topaz diner strangely. 
Streeter (Precious Xtones, p. 221), referring to the 
distinction between Oriental and Occidental topazes, 
says that the former consist of pure alumina, 
the latter being more than half alumina and for 
the rest composed of silica and fluorine. On the 
other hand, it has been spoken of as a silicate 
of aluminium associated with the fluorides of 
aluminium and silicon. In shape it is an ortho- 
rhombic prism with a cleavage transverse to the 
long axis. It has the power of double refraction, 
and becomes electric when heated or rubbed. It 
is almost as hard as the diamond, but there are a 
few engraved specimens — an antique one, for in- 
stance, at St. Petersburg, with the constellation 
Sirius. Australia produces green and yellow stones. 
Exquisite transparent ones, clear and bright as 
the most spark Imgwater, come from Tasmania — 
gouttes tFeau, the French call them. In Saxony 
pale violet are found ; in Bohemia sea-green ; in 
Brazil red, from pale to deep carmine. 

Pliny's influence is very apparent in The Lapi- 
darium of Mar bod us — 

1 From seas remote the yellow Topaz came. 
Found in the island of the aelf-sanie name ; 
Great is the value, for full rare the atone, 
And but two kinds to eager merchant* known. 
One vies with purest gold, of orange bright ; 
The other glimmers with a fainter light : 
Its yielding nature to the file gives way, 
Yet bids the bubbling caldron cease to play. 
The land of gems, culled from its copious store, 
Arabia sends this to the Latian shore : 
One only virtue Nature grants the 8tone, 
Those to relieve who under hemorrhoids groan.' 

Rnskin, in his lecture on the symbolic use of 
precious stones in heraldry, states that the topaz 
is ' symbolic of the Sun, like a strong man running 
his race rejoicing, standing between light and 
darkness, and representing all good work.' It is 
curious to compare this with Mar bod us, in his 
Prose on the Twelve Foundation Stones: 'Con- 
templativee solidum vitffl prsestat ofticium.' 

J. Taylor. 

TOPHEL ('Jfh, T60oX).— A place named in de- 
fining the situation of Dt I 1 . It has been fre- 
quently identified (since Robinson, BliP* ii. 107, 
187, following a suggestion of Hengstenberg) with 
et-Tafile in Gebal, about 15 miles S.S.E. of the 
Dead Sea, but phonetic, apart from other, reasons 
make this identilication very uncertain (see Driver 
or Dillm. ad loc.). 

TOPHET, TOPHETH. — A word of doubtful 
origin, disputed etymology, rare occurrence, and 
somewhat uncertain meaning. Milton refers to it, 
and gives his idea of it in the lines — 

'The pleasant valley of Hinnom, Tophet thence 
And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell.' 

PL i. 404, 406. 

It appears only in the OT, and is never reproduced 
in the NT. It is not found in the apocryphal 
books, and its earliest occurrences in Christian 
literature seem to be in Eusebius (Onom.) and 
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Jerome (on Jer 7 sl ). Even in the OT its range is 
very limited. It is peculiarly a tetm of Jeremiah's. 
It is found once in the historical books (2 K 23 10 ), 
once in the poetical books (Job 17 8 ), once in Isaiah 
in a modified form (Is SO 33 ), and elsewhere only 
in Jeremiah (7 S1 * *'* 19 6, 13- 1S- M ). Ewald is of opinion 
that the use of the term Topheth in the s|>ecial 
sense which it has in 2 Kings was not customary 
so early as Isaiah's time (Hist, of Israel, iv. 209, 
I^ongmans' tr.). The Hebrew form in all the 
occurrences but one is njh. In the Isaianic pas- 
sage, however, it is n^g. This latter form is prob- 
ably constructed by extension from nfh, as we 
have .T5>x from oh, nftf$ from nyg (so Dillm. Jes. ad 
loc. ) ; although some {e.g. Stade, GcsrJi. i. 610) have 
had recourse, in endeavouring to explain it, to such 
expedients as changing the vocalization so as to 
get nfcrp ( = ' his Topheth '), or detaching the final n 
and connecting it (as the interrogation q) with the 
word that follows (see the Dictionaries, and Klost., 
Bredenk., Cheyne [SBOT], Marti, et at.). The pro- 
nunciation of the word is uncertain. In the Mas- 
soretic text the vocalization of bosheth, 'shame,' 
has probably been given it as a thing of evil name, 
and the LXX makes it Topheth. In the ancient 
Versions, indeed, it takes different forms, e.g. 
Thopheth (Vulg.), Td<jx0 (LXX, Aq., Symm.), Qa<pt0 
(LXX in some copies, Aq., Theod.), QixpO (Aq.). 
In Is 30 33 the rendering ot the LXX is ir<urr]0i}irg 
or dxaTtiOiiaji ; in Jer 19" itdrraxru ; in Jer 19 u 
6 iiavi-wTUP (in some copies) ; and in Jer 19" again 
Siamlxrewi (in some copies). The AV makes it 
Tophet in all oases except 2 K 23 10 , where it is 
Topheth. RV has Topheth throughout. 

The passage in Job may be at once discounted. 
There the word is an ordinary descriptive noun, 
formed probably from a root meaning to ' spit,' 
and so expressing something abhorred or abomin- 
ated. Job describes himself as become 'an open 
abhorring ' (RV text), * one in whoso face they spit ' 
(RV margin) ; wrongly rendered by the AV ' I was 
as a tabret,' on the supposition that n»h ' spitting' 
is akin to r ,n ' timbrel.' In the other passages the 
word is a local name, and means properly * the 
Topheth,' the article being attached to it except 
where it has the prepositions f, ? connected with 
it. The extended form •wr - ?, however, is anarth- 
rous, and is probably to be rendered * a Topheth is 
prepared of old,' as in RV. 

In its various occurrences the term is associated, 
directly or indirectly, with the valley of shameful 
name, known in the OT variously as ' the valley 
of Hinnom' (only in Jos 13 8b IS 1 "", Neh ll 30 ); 'the 
valley of the son of Hinnom ' (e.g. Jo* lo 8 " 18 l9 \ 
2 Ch 28 3 33*, Jer 7* 1 19-- 8 ), 'the valley of the 
children of Hinnom ' (2 K 23'° Kethibh), or simply 
'the valley' (Jer "2P 31 w ), in which the idola- 
trous Jews, especially in the times* of A hah and 
Manasseh (cf. 2 Ch 28* 33 5 ), practised the cruel 
rites of the worship of Molech, and offered human 
sacrifices. It is with reference to the reforms of 
Josiah and the steps which he took to defile the 
impious and horrid place, and prevent any man 
thereafter from making ' his son or his daughter to 
pass through the fire to Molech,' that mention is 
made of Topheth in the narrative of the OT. The 
passage in 2 Kings is the passage of primary 
interest in the study of the term. But the pas- 
sages in the Prophets have also their contribution 
to make. 

In the paragraph in Isaiah which gives the 
oracle concerning the destruction of Assyria, 
Jehovah is represented as Himself coming from 
afar to execute vengeance on the oppressors of 
Israel. His people look on and sing their song of 
gladness, while judgment is done upon their 
enemies certainly and completely. The declaration 
of the certainty and completeness of the over- 



throw of the Assyrian fakes the form of an 
announcement that for the /king, or for his god, 
*a Topheth,' a place of burning and abhorrence 
like that in the unclean valley of Hinnom, 'is 
prepared of old ' and ' made ready,' a place of fire 
which Jehovah Himself hath made 'deep and 
large,' the pile whereof is ' fire and much wood ' ; 
' the breath of the Lord, like a stream of brimstone, 
doth kindle it' (RV). It is a destruction utter 
and abhorrent, prepared and ordained in the 
Divine counsels. In Jeremiah the associations 
and applications of the word are different. It is 
used in connexion with Judah's sin and the doom 
of Jerusalem. There is a retributive judgment of 
God, the prophet declares, that is to overtake the 
stubborn, idolatrous, impenitent people, against 
which the sanctity of Shiloh and Jerusalem and 
the Temple will be no protection. The place 
which witnessed their wickedness shall witness 
their punishment. Topheth and the valley of Hin- 
nom shall no more be known as such, but shall be 
called ' the valley of slaughter.' Where the Jews 
had built their high places and had made their 
children pass through the fire to Molech, there 
they shall see the awful defilement and over- 
whelming destruction of war (ch. 7** r " 1 ). This is 
repeated in ch. 19'" IS in connexion with the figure 
of the broken vessel. The citj' is to be polluted 
by appalling carnage ; the hardened people are to be 
punished with a destruction so terrible that Topheth 
shall be filled with their dead bodies ' till there be 
no place.' The new announcement, too, of retribu- 
tion that is made by Jeremiah in response to 
Pashhur's vengeance is introduced by the state- 
ment (ch. 19") that he 'came from Topheth whither 
the Lord sent him to prophesy.' 

These being the occurrences of the word, what 
can be gathered with respect to the position and 
the exact sense of Topheth*. Some have taken 
Topheth to l>e simply a synonym for Gehinnom. 
But it is clear that the two terms do not designate 
precisely one and the same thing. Several of the 
passages in view speak of Topheth as in the valley 
of Hinnom— a locality, or, it might be, an object 
in it. This does not settle, however, the question 
of the situation of Topheth. It is still uncertain 
where the Hinnom Valley lay, and with what it is 
to be identified in the topography of the Holy 
City. Authorities are still divided on the ques- 
tion whether it is the valley to the east of Jeru- 
salem, the Kidron Valley (Sir C. Warren) ; the 
central valley, the Tyropoeon (Sayce, Robertson 
Smith, Schwarz, etc.); or the Wady er-Rabdbi or 
Jiubdbch, the deep ravine to the west and south, 
between the slopes of the 'Hill of Evil Counsel ' 
and the steep sides of Zion (see article Hinnom, 
Valley of). This leaves the precise position of 
Topheth in suspense. It is true that in the narra- 
tive of Josiah's reforms in 2 K 23 much is said of 
Kidron, but it does not follow that Topheth was 
on the east of Jerusalem. Far less can that 
position be argued out from the statement in Jer 
19 a that the valley of Hinnom is ' by the entry of 
the east gate,' as it is erroneously rendered by the 
AV. For the gate Harsith or Harsuth mentioned 
there is not the ' Sun-gate' or the ' east gate,' but 
probably the ' Sherd -gate,' * the gate of potsherds' 
(RV), so called perhaps from the fragments of 
potters work scattered about there. Neither does 
the allusion to ' the graves of the children of the 
people ' (2 K 23 B ) carry us far, although Sir Charles 
Warren thinks we may infer from it that Topheth 
was near the common burial-place. Nor, again, is 
much to be made of tradition. Jerome describes 
the place as a green and fertile spot in the Hinnom 
Valley ' watered by the springs of Siloam ' — Ilium 
locum signiftcat, qui Silooj fontibus irrigator el est 
amcenus atque nemorosus hodieque hortorum prmbtt 
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dr.licia8 (on Jer 7 s '). This might point to its being 
at the mouth of the Tyropoeon or on the south of 
the Kidron. Tradition, again, places the site of 
Aceldama among the rock-hewn tombs of the ' Hill 
of Evil Counsel,' and Eusebius speaks of ' the place 
called Thaphcth ' as if it had been regarded on to 
his own day as situate ' in the suburhs of ^Elia,' 
near ' the If uller's Pool and the Potter's Field or 
the place Aceldama' (Onom. sub voc. &&<fx6). But 
there must have been some inconstancy in the 
traditional account, or either Jerome or Eusebius 
must have made a mistake. For Jerome speaks of 
Aceldama as on the south {ad australem plagam 
mantis Sion), while Eusebius says it was if fioptlois. 
If, however, the 'Potter's Field' is 'the Field of 
Blood,' and the gate Harsith (Jer 7 a ) is the ' Sherd- 
gate,' Topheth might be located somewhere on the 
south and west of Jerusalem and on the eastern 
side of the Hinnom Valley. Sir Charles Warren 
(cf. Smith's DB, sub voc. 'Hinnom') points out 
that where the Wady er-Rubabch joins the Kidron 
there is ' an open plot of ground ' which might lie 
the spot that Jerome identified with Topheth. 
These references, however, are meagre, and leave 
us uncertain as to the strength or the antiquity 
of the tradition behind them. 

On the origin and etymology of the word much 
has been written that is doubtful, not to say purely 
fanciful. Some have attempted to connect it with 
the Greek ddm-eiv in the phrase *vpl Bi-wreiy (Ges. ), 
or with the Greek Htpeiv and the Hebrew rt$$ = 
rook, CT5?= cooked pieces for offerings (cf. Lv 6 U ). 
Jerome, deriving it probably from np?, interpreted 
it an = latitudo. Some of the great Rabbis {e.g. 
Kashi and D. Kimchi) understood it to come from 
r.5p = strike, beat, with reference to the supposed 
beating of drums and other instruments to drown 
the cries of the sacrificial victims in the cruel rites 
of the Molech worship — a practice the alleged 
existence of which is not borne out by any 
sufficient evidence in ancient writers. Others 
have had recourse to peculiar foreign forms, to 
Assyro- Persian root*, to the Egyptian Qw60 or 
Qw8, etc. (Andr. Midler). Some, again, have taken 
the original idea to have l>een that of bzauty, with 
reference to Jerome's description of the place. 
With this in view, Rosen m idler, e.g., was bold 
enough to connect it with ."ir;=<o be fair, as if the 
primitive form hail been n$in. With a somewhat 
similar idea, others, pointing to the mention in 
succession of tabrcts (o*9n) and Topheth in Is SO 32 - M , 
look again to the verb is$=strikc (a timbrel or the 
like), and attach to the word Topheth the sense of 
' Music-grove,' as if it had heen originally part of 
the royal garden, defiled at a later period by idol- 
worship and ahominable, idolatrous sacrifice (H. 
Bonar in Smith's DB). 

Dismissing these fanciful conjectures, we have to 
choose between two explanations which alone have 
much reason in them. One of these seeks the 



origin of the term in a root «pn, Arabic 
to spit out, and so to regard tcith contempt or 
loathing. In this case the idea will be that of 
'place of abhorrence,' ' place of abomination ' 
(Bottcher, Riehm, Pressel, etc.). This is favoured 
by the fact that there does exist a descriptive noun 
n;h, which appears to have this meaning, in Job 
IT 6 . The other explanation looks to a root ex- 
pressing the notion of burning, which is supposed 
by some to show itself in a Persian to/ten (Ges.), 
in the Greek ri<ppa, the Latin tcpidus (Streane). 
In this case the idea would be that of ' place of 
burning.' This, again, is understood by some to 
refer to the disposal of the dead, by others to the 
ottering of sacrifices, in particular to the burning 
of human sacrifices, as in the worship of Molech. 
The difficulty in the way of the first of these 



suppositions is that, except in special cases {e.g. 
that of Saul, 1 S 3V 2 ; that of the victims of 
plague, Am 6 W etc.), the Hebrew dead were not 
burned, but buried. With regard to the second 
supposition, the question is whether, as it is ordin- 
arily put, it will suit the various passages. In 
the case of Is 30 s1 , e.g., Dillraann is of opinion 
that it is a vast human holocaust that is in view ; 
while Robertson Smith thinks that the imagery 
of the passage would be rendered discordant if the 
notion of the sacrifices in the valley of Hinnom 
were introduced. The latter scholar, therefore, 
gives the question another application. He seeks 
an Aramaic origin for the word, and he connects 
its use with such sacrifices as the Harrauian. He 
points to the fact that at the time when the term 
' first appears in Hebrew, the chief foreign in- 
fluence in Judaan rehrion was that of Damascus' 
(2 K 16). This, ho thinks, makes the theory of 
an Aramaic origin not improbable. He notices, 
further, that the Arabic word othfiyd and the 
Syriac ffdyd are names for ' the stones on which 
a pot is set, and then for any stand or tripod set 
upon a fire.' He supposes that a variant form 
IJath might have existed which would be quite 
according to analogy, and takes nsn to be an 
Aramaic term for 'a hreplace, or for the framework 
set on the tire to support the victim.' He points 
out further, that among the Senates human sacri- 
fices were disposed of ordinarily by burning, and 
that the victims generally were not burned on the 
altar or within the sanctuary, but outside the city. 
His view, therefore, is that the passage in Isaiah 
refers to ' a rite, well known to Semitic religion, 
which was practised at Tarsus down to the time of 
Dio Chrysostom, and the memory of which survives 
in the Greek legend of Ileracles-Melkarth, in the 
story of Sardanapalus, and in the myth of queen 
Dido '— the annual rite commemorating the death 
of the local god in tire. Thus ' the Topheth ' is taken 
to be the ' fireplace,' or pyre, the deep pit dug in 
the valley of Hinnom for the purpose of the most 
distinctive act in the performance of these horrid 
rites — the burning of the victims. It may be 
added that Ewald, who places the deep valley of 
Ben-Hinnom on the south of the ' long, broad 
ridge ' to which ' the ancient nltme of Ziou origin- 
ally belonged,' takes Topheth to be a glowing 
furnace in the valley, and regards everything as 
pointing to the conclusion that it was Manasseh 
who first built it. 

Liter ati 1 re. — Commentaries on the OT passages (Dillmann- 
Kittel, Marti, and Skinner on Juaiah, Duhm on Jeremiah), the 
Lexicons, the Bihle Dictionaries (Hemp's 1'RE, Riehm'a // WB, 
Smith's DB, tttb voc. 'Hinnom,' 1 Qclunnoni, ' 'Oehenna'); the 
books on the geography of the Holy tand (Robinson, etc.); 
EwaUi's Hut. oflnr. iii. pp. 123, 124, iv. p. 208, etc., Longmans' 
tr. ; Boucher's I)e li\fm-ut, p. 85 ; W. R. 
pp. 372-378. 

TORAH.— See Law. 
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TORCH.— See Lamp and Lantern. 

TORMAH (nrj* 'fraud, deceit'; B h Kpvtf, A 
M«rA tiipuw).— In the margin of Jg 9 31 ' in Toimah ' 
is given as an alternative rendering of the Hebrew 
word translated 'craftily' (AV 'privily'). Some 
commentators have suggested that Tormah is a 
corruption of Arumah (v. 41 ) ; but there is no 
evidence one way or the other. The text certainly 
appears to be corrupt. See Moore, ad loc. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TORTOISE.— The AV tr. of 3» zdb (Lv n») ; 
RV has ' great lizard ' ; prob. the land monitor in 
meant. See Chameleon, Lizard. 

TOU ( yh).— King of Hamath on the Orontes, 
who sent an embassy to congratulate David on 
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his defeat of Hadauezer, with whom Tou him- 
self had waged frequent wars, 1 Ch 18 91, In the 
parallel passage, 2 S S"'-, the name appears as Toi, 
which, however, is less probable philological ly (see 
Driver, Text of Sam. 217). In 2 Sara, the LXX 
has, B Oovov, A and Luc. Qaet ; in 1 Chron., B Gwo, 
A boot/, Luc. 9o\d. J. A. Selbie. 

TOWER.— (A) In OT for 1. Via? migdal. The 
migdal served sometimes to defend a city wall, 
and in particular an angle in the wall or a gate 
(2 Ch 14m") 26"). Engines for casting arrows and 
stones were sometimes placed in the towers (26 18 ). 
A single tower sometimes served as a citadel 
(Gn ll 4 , Jg 9 s1 ). In the country, towers were 
erected for the protection of the Hocks and herds, 
and to safeguard the roads (2 K 17 B , 2 Ch 26 10 27*). 
The pilgrim route from Damascus to Mecca is 
dotted with towers which protect the wayside 
wells (Doughty, Arabia Deserta, i. 9, 13). A vine- 
yard was sometimes watched from a migdal (Is 5*, 
cf. Mt 21 s *), sometimes from a mere ' booth' (ajo 
sukknh). The towers of Jerusalem are mentioned 
generally in Ps48 12 , Is33 18 ; see also Neh 3 1 (towers 
of Hammeah and of HANANEL; cf. also Kyle's 
note in loco) ; v. 11 (tower of the furnaces ; cf. 
Kyle, and see JERUSALEM, vol. ii. p. 593, for this 
tower and the next mentioned) ; vv.*" 27 (the [great] 
tower that lieth out) ; Ca 4* (tower of David) ; 
7 4 < 5 ' (the tower of Lebanon which looketh toward 
Damascus). 'The tower of Babel' (it should be 
noted here) is not a biblical phrase ; the presump- 
tion of men was shown not in the height of the 
tower, which is hyperbolically expressed, but in the 
whole scheme enbodied in the building of 4 the city 
and the tower.' That ' the name of the Lord is a 
strong tower' (Pr 18 10 ) may mean either of two 
things: (1) that God Himself is a protection, or 
(2) that the mention of His name in an adjuration 
often stops an intended act of violence. The 
second sense raay be illustrated from the tradition 
that the prophet Mohammed once spared a female 
captive who exclaimed, 1 1 take refuge in God 
(n'iidhu billdhi) from thee.' Mic 4 8 , in which 
Zion is addressed, ' O tower of the flock,' is taken 
by Nowack (in foco^and others as a later addition. 
Jerusalem is here represented, it is said, as already 
desolate, as a lonely tower from which grazing 
Hocks are watched. A more natural interpretation 
of the phrase is suggested by Is 14 M . Zion is the 
tower in which the Hock of God takes refuge from 
the enemy. 

2. ' Tower ' stands also for migdol (Ezk 29 10 30 8 ) 
in EV, where RVm more correctly gives a proper 
name 'from Migdol' (LXX diri McrySuiXcu). 3. JQ3 
bahan, pnp bdhon (pi. o'jmg bahunim), a tower 
used by besiegers for observing and (sometimes) 
for attacking a city ; Is 23". The prophet Jere- 
miah is compared (Jer 6") with one of these towers, 
* because he was the herald and (in a sense) the 
instrument of God's judgments on Jerusalem ; cf. 
Ezk 4 s , where the prophet is directed to besiege 
the city in dumb show. The rendering of Jer 
B 27 in RVm 'trier' is supported by LXX and 
Pesh. (Lee), and yields a play on the following 
verb ' try,' but the AV is probably right. 4. ' High 
tower' is the rendering of ajW? misgab, in Ps 1 8 14 < 3 » 
EV,and59 8 < ,u '-"<"'' KV. God is called the Psalmist's 
mUsgOb. 8. ^HV 'ophel (2 K S 24 AV). RV gives 
' hiil ' (correctly). 6. "fcs? mazor (Hab 2 1 ), a word 
meaning 'entrenchment,' 'rampart.' 7. Ti'Qpinnah 
(Zeph3*), 'towers' AV, 'battlements' RV, 'corner 
towers' RVm (rightly, towers being often set at an 
angle of a city wall). 8. The word nns zcriah (Jg 
9« ' hold ' AV, 1 S 13" ' high places' AV) has been 
taken by Jewish expositors to mean a ' tower,' 
but Driver (on 1 S 13 s ) shows good reason for 
rendering ' vault ' or * underground chamber ' ; the 



Lyons Heptateuch (ed. U. Robert) has promnntu- 
arinm (for promptuarium), 'store-room, magazine,' 
in Jg 9*». 

(B) In the Apocrypha ' the tower' is the regular 
rendering in A V in 1 and 2 Maccabees of ^ Arpo, 
'the citadel' (RV), i.e. the fortress commanding 
the temple (see Jerusalem, vol. ii. p. 584), which 
is also called ii &Kp&ro\is, ' the tower ' (2 Mac 4 1 *), 
'the castle' (v. 27 !*'), so AV ; 'the citadel' (RV). 
' Tower ' is also the translation of rOpyos, a wooden 
building carried by an elephant, and holding thirty- 
two men (1 Mac 6 n ), also a place of execution in 
which criminals were smothered in ashes (2 Mae 
13 s ). In Sir 37" W ffKom) is 'high tower' AV, 
'watch-tower' RV, but the Hebrew varies between 
]V shin, ' a steep rock ' (cf. 1 S 14 4 ), and mizpeh, 
' watch-tower ' with ps 'ez, ' tree,' in margin. Sir 
26 3 ('a married [woman] is a tower against death 
to [her] husband,' AV) occurs in a passage of 
nine verses which is omitted from RV as an inter- 
polation. It is absent from the uncials («AB), 
but it is found in Clem. Alex. ■> in cursive 
248 (HP), and in the Syriac and Arabic, and so 
most probably existed at an early date in Hebrew. 
The correct translation of v. a - b is ' A married 
woman is a tower of death to those who have 
company (rois xp^f^"^) with her.' The 'tower 
of death ' is, no doubt, the tower of punishment 
described in 2 Mac 13 6 (see above). 

(C) In NT ' tower ' represents xvpyos in Mt 21" 
( = Mk 12', see Swete's note) a tower in a vine- 
yard ; Lk 13 4 the tower in Siloam ; cf. 14 s *. 
Silwan, the modern Siloam, is built on a steep 
escarpment of rock, on which a building with 
good foundations would stand for ever; ill-laid 
foundations would drop their superstructure to the 
very bottom of the valley. 

W. Emery Barnes. 

TOWN CLERK (ypzp.pa.Ttin).— An official whose 
powers and functions varied at different periods 
and in different countries of the Greek world. 
Here we speak only of the grammatetis in the 
Graco- Asiatic cities under the early Roman em- 
pire. The titles ' clerk of the city ' (yp. ttjs *-jXe«i), 
'clerk of the senate' (yp. t^s /SovXi?*), 'clerk of 
the people' (yp. rov Bjpov), 'clerk of senate and 
people, or of senate and ekklesia' (yp. povXrjs ko! 
4KK\i}<rlas), and even 'clerk of senate and people 
and gerousia,' are all found in inscriptions of those 
cities. Sometimes there seems to be a difference 
between some of these titles ; but in other cases 
it seems probable or certain that the ' clerk of the 
city,' the ' clerk of the senate and the people,' and 
the ' clerk of the people,' were various designations 
of one very important official. 

The grammateus was responsible for the form of 
the decrees, which were submitted to the popular 
assembly, i.e. the Demos assembled in ciu/esia. 
These decrees under the empire were first approved 
by the senate, and afterwards sent to be approved 
by the people in the ekklesia. The powers of the 
people were limited to accepting or rejecting the 
decrees sent down from the senate. They could 
not amend, and gradually their approval became a 
mere form, which followed as a matter of course, 
inasmuch as the Roman imperial system dis- 
couraged and limited the powers of the popular 
assembly. After the decrees were passed, the gram- 
mateus sealed them with the public seal (Sriposia 
o<pp*yli) in the presence of witnesses (Scyparo- 
ypd<t>oi). In many places he even proposed the 
decrees in the popular assembly, and acted as 
chairman. 

In Ephesus (Ac 19"), at an excited and uproarious 
gathering of the people in the theatre (a common 
place for regularly summoned meetings of the 
popular assembly), the clerk speaks as one both 
possessing authority and under personal responsi- 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRACH0NIT1S 



bility for the popular action. The Roman admin- 
istration regarded irregular and unruly popular 
assemblies as a serious and even capital offence, 
because they tended to strengthen among the 
people the consciousness of their power and the 
desire to exercise it ; and the clerk was evidently 
afraid lest he should be personally held to account 
for the irregular meeting. 

ThiS picture, as indicated in Acta, is entirely in keeping with 
the position of the grammateus as indicated in the inscriptions. 
In Ephesus that official is occasionally styled ' grammateus of 
the Kphesians' ; and often an event is dated by the clerk of the 
year. Money bequeathed to the people was under his charge. 
He often was responsible for the execution of works ordered by 
the people. The inscriptions of neighbouring cities whose 
constitution is most likely to have closely resembled the 
Ephesian, enable us to add many other details. The position 
of clerk is spoken of as the climax of a career of public service 
to the State of Tralles (j*nk vtw'at i?x** «*< y-urufyimi y^*u- 
fiMTiitutr» nit wiktut IwifutSt, CJG 2931). He along with the 
strategoi (to whom the real conduct of business came to be 
trusted more and more in the Greek cities of Asia) drafted the 
decrees ; and this implies that he hod a seat as assessor on the 
board of strategoi, and perhaps even presided there (y*/** 

rrftirrfyit ui roi yp. r»u ii.utv). 

The clerk contrasts the confused assembly in the 
theatre with the twoftot inicXipla, i.e. the people 
legally and properly assembled in the exercise of 
its powers. Such meetings were either ordinary 
on hxed days (v6/ufttn in an Ephesian inscription), 
or extraordinary, specially summoned at an un- 
usual time (called otJ-vkXttw at Athens) ; but the 
latter class of meetings required special authoriza- 
tion from the Roman governor of the province, and 
certainly were rarely permitted by the jealousy of 
Roman policy. The term two/iot ixxXnala has not 
hitherto been found at Ephesus, but occurs at Ter- 
messo8 (see Lanckoronski, Stddte Pamphyl. ii. p. 33). 

Literature. — Hicks, Greek Inter, of the Brit. Museum, iii. p. 
82 ; Liebenam, Stiidteoerwattunj imrbm. Kaiterreiche, p. 283 f.; 
Levy in Reoue dee Etudes Greeques, 1895, p. 21(5 IT. ; Ramsay in 
Expositor, Feb. 1896, p. ISTff., and in Cities and BM. of 
Phrygia, L 66 ; Svoboda, Griech. Volksbesehlusse, p. 206 f. 

W. M. Ramsay. 
TR ACHONITIS. — In the Bible only in Lk 3 1 , 
in defining Philip's tetrarchy : rTft 'Irovpalas ko.1 
TpaxwlrtSot x^P**- Trachonitis was properly the 
country of, or round, the Trachon or Trachons (6 
Tp&xw, ol Tpdxwes), the name given by the Greeks 
(Tpdx u " = ' rough, rocky ground ") to those areas 
of split and shattered deposits of lava which 
form so characteristic a feature of the volcanic 
country S.E. of Damascus, and are known to the 
Arabs of to-day by the name of wdar ( = ' stony 
waste '). Wdar is the equivalent of the Hebrew 
TIT. The latter is wrongly rendered ' forest ' in 
AV and RV ; at the most it can mean only 
'wood,' and generally seems to be no more than 
•jungle.' Wetzstein {Reisebeitcht iiber Hauran u. 
die Trachoncn, 15, n. 3) gives good grounds for 
the opinion that Tjr originally meant the same as 
the Arab, wdar (cf. especially Is 21 13ff> ), and that 
its association with wood, for which he supplies 
a modern Arabic analogy, is only secondary. 
Strabo (xvi. 2. 20) speaks of 1 the two so-called 
Trachones behind Damascus.' These are, without 
doubt, the two largest lava areas in the region, the 
Safa and the Leja. Their edges are well defined, 
and visible from far on the surrounding plain- 
split banks of black rock with a sheen on it : about 
30 ft. high. Within such borders the surfaces are 
amongst the most waste and broken upon earth. 
The lava in cooling has assumed the wildest 
shapes. Its surface has been likened to * a 'petri- 
fied ocean' (cf. Merrill, E. of Jordan, p. 11) and 
to an 'ebony glacier with irregular crevasses' 
(HGHLA 616). Wetzstein gives a vivid descrip- 
tion (with sketches) of the tossed and broken 
formation, with the volcanic vents from which it 
burst. 'The Safa is still, as on the day of its 
origin, a gush 'of lava, black and of a dull sheen, 
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full of countless streams, bridged over by thin 
vaults, of petrified black, often also bright red, 
waves, which roll down the slopes from the craters 
over the high plateau' (op. cit. p. 7). The Safa, 
' the empty or naked,' has no water or vegetation : 
*no human being can exist upon it': it lies, too, 
far east in the desert. The Leja, ' the refuge,' on 
the other hand, lies on the fertile plain of Hauran, 
and appears always to have been inhabited. It 
is 370 square miles in extent, almost bridging the 
plain between Jebel Druz (from now extinct vol- 
canoes at the N. end of which, the Ghararat el- 
Klibliyeh and Tell Shihan, it issued) and the ranges 
to the E. of Hermon and S. of Damascus. It 
contains few springs, but with winter rains these 
form occasional small lakes. Soil has gathered 
in many of the hollows, and there are cultivated 
fields. Flocks can be pastured : there are en- 
closures of dry stone walls, which prove the ancient 
herding of cattle ; and remains of vineyards, and 
cisterns. The ruins of villages, and well-preserved 
ancient towns, — Musmieh, Nejran, Dama, Kubab, 
Juren, and others, — the remains of defences against 
the easier entrances, and numerous traces of cut- 
tings for roads, point to a considerable population 
in ancient times. The region is still partly in- 
habited and cultivated. While, therefore, Strabo, 
as a geographer, spoke of two Trachons, the Safa 
and the Leja, the former, uninhabited and lying 
far from the ways of men, was ignored by history, 
and the latter was to history the Trachon kkt' 
tk°xh'- So an inscription in Musmieh (le Bas- 
Waddington, No. 2524), and another in Bereke 
{id. 2396), and so Josephus (Ant. XV. x. 1). 

How far back the human history of the Leja 
extends is quite unknown to us. On the one 
hand, it is hard to think that so safe and habitable 
a ' refuge,' whether from Arab raids or the armies 
of the ancient powers, was unused by man, so 
long as the surrounding country was inhabited ; 
and equally hard to suppose that a phenomenon 
of nature, so singular and conspicuous, was not 
frequently upon the lips of the surrounding 
peoples. On the other hand, in the OT there 
is no certain reference to the Leja. Argob in 
Bash an was identified with it by the Targums, 
and the identification has been repeated in our 
days (by Porter, Henderson, and the maps of the 
Pal. Expl. Fund), on the grounds that the Leja can 
hardly nave been omitted from the Biblical Geo- 
graphy, and that the phrase by which Argob is 
described, ai"i{t fan, literally the 'rope' or 'limit' 
of Argob, exactly suits the well -denned edge of 
the Leja, called by the Arabs of to-day the Lohf. 
But Van as a geographical term is properly 'dis- 
trict,' and applicable to any well-defined region ; 
and the only natural derivation of an* is from 
an, « a clod of earth,' which no one could take as 
characteristic of the Leja ; while, also, Israel's 
conquests very probably did not extend so far to 
the N.E. Argob is now generally identified with 
the district of Suwet, E. of Gilead and W. of the 
Zumle range : to the S. of Bashan, but geologically 
connected with the latter. Again, in the o*-nn of 
Jer 17", ' waste tracts,' it is possible to see a refer- 
ence to the two Trachons, but more probably the 
word has the much wider reference to all those 
stony areas of the Arabian desert to which its 
Arabic equivalent harra applies (Doughty, Arabia 
Deserta, passim and Index). Porter (Giant Citiei 
of Bashan, 1882, p. 12 ft'., etc.) and others have 
taken the ancient buildings in the towns of the 
Leja and other parts of Hauran and Bashan 
to be the actual remains of the giant races who, 
according to the OT, preceded the Amorites in the 
occupation of these lands, and of the Amorites 
themselves, i.e. the cities of Og king of Bashan. 
For the reasons stated above, we may well believe 
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that the sites of these cities were occupied at a 
very early historical period ; and the visitor to 
those in Bash an itself (as the present write* 
recently verified) may still note rude fortifications 
(under or near the obviously later city walls) 
which resemble the Amorite remains recognized 
in other parts of Palestine. But, on the other 
hand, the peculiar architecture in the Leja and 
surrounding country (whether above or under 
ground), in which Porter claimed to have dis- 
covered the ' Giant Cities of Bashan,' bears no 
proofs of an origin earlier than the eve of the Chris- 
tian era ; that is, after the Greeks settled east of 
the Jordan. 

Practically, therefore, the history of the Leja 
opens with the appearance of its Greek name, 
Trachon. The Greeks, who began to settle on the 
E. of Jordan soon after Alexander the Great's 
Syrian campaign, seem to have made no impres- 
sion on the Leja, which was occupied by NabaUean 
Arabs down to the arrival of Pompey s legions at 
Damascus, in B.c. 65 and 64. The Romans, coming 
to the aid of the Greek cities, crushed all the 
Semitic powers in Hauran, whether Jewish or 
Arab, but do not appear to have occupied Hauran 
itself. In B.C. 25 one Zenodorus is said to have 
ruled over part of the Human territory on the 
slopes of Hermon, Auranitis ( = Hauran, Jos. Ant. 
XV. x. 2), and Trnchonitis, i.e. the Trachon along 
with some territory round it (Jos. Ant. XV. x. 1 
Tpdxw I 1 BJ XVII. li. 1, etc. Tpaxwi™). Josephus 
and Ptolemy enable us to define approximately the 
then limits of this territory. According to Ant. 
XV. x. 3 it touched in the N.W. the districts of 
Ulatha and Paneas, about the sources of Jordan 
at the S. foot of Hermon ; according to Ant. XVli. 
ii. 1, 2 it marched with Batansea; and accord- 
ing to Ptolemy, v. 15. 4, it extended towards Mons 
Alsadamus, the present Jebel Druz. Ptolemy 
speaks of the Tpaxwirai 'Apa/3«i ' under ' that 
mountain. About B.C. 25 these Arabs raided the 
Greeks of fjauran, and the Greeks complained to 
Varro, governor of Syria. Varro appears to have 
himself inflicted some chastisement upon them 
(Jos. BJ I. xx. 4). But subsequently orders came 
from Augustus that Varro should replace Zeno- 
dorus by Herod, who had already (from his towns 
Gadara and Hippos eastward: Ant. XV. vii. 3; 
BJ I. xx. 3) some experience of fighting with the 
Trachonite Arabs (Ant. XV. v. 1 ; BJ I. xix. 2). 
Herod subdued them for a time {Ant. XV. x. 1 ; 
B J I. xx. 4) ; but they, apparently unable to live 
upon the meagre crops of the Leja itself, again, 
during Herod's absence in Koine, raided the fertile 
lands to the W. of them (Ant. XVI. ix. 1). Herod's 
soldiers defeated them and drove them into 
NabaUva (to the S. of Hauran), with the exception 
of a few, who remained in the Leja, and the most 
of whom Herod himself, when he returned, slew. 
The remainder, in alliance with the Nabatseans, 
kept up a series of attacks on Herod's borders. 
He put a force of 3OQ0 Idumivans into Trachonitis, 
and placed the command in the hands of Zamaris, 
a Jew from Babylonia, for whom he built forts 
in Batannm and at Bathyra, perhaps the present 
Busr (el-Hariri), on the S. bonier of the Leja (Ant. 
XVII. ii. 1-3). Zamaris— it is not mentioned that 
he conquered the Leja itself —quieted the sur- 
rounding country, and Herod built a temple near 
Kanntha, in the ruins of which an inscription 
still records the erection of a statue to him (le 
Bas-Waddington, 2364). By Herod's testament, 
his son Philip in B.C. 4 received ' Trachonitis,' 
along with the rest of the country between the 
Yarmuk and Hermon, as his tetrarchy (Ant. 
XVII. viii. 1, xi. 4, XVIII. iv. 6 ; BJ II. vi. 3). 
Strain) (xvi. 2. 20) deserihcs, about A.D. 25, the 
general security of the country under Philip. 



Philo (Legat. ad Gaium, 41) gives the name 
Trachonitis to the whole of Philip's tetrarchy. 
When the latter died, in 34, Trachonitis and the 
rest of his tetrarchy was comprised in the province 
of Syria until 37, when Caligula gave it to 
Agrippa, who held the country as far as the 
eastern slopes of the Jebel Druz (cf. his inscrip- 
tion, still extant at el-Mushennef [Wadd. 2211]). 
It was from Agrippa's reign onward that the 
architecture of the district increased, according 
to the numerous inscriptions ; though the Roman 
road through the Leja itself may be as early as 
the time of Varro (see above). From A.D. 44, 
when Agrippa died, the whole of Palestine was 
directly governed by Roman officials till 50, when 
Chalcis, and 53, when the tetrarchies of Philip and 
Lysanias, were given to Agrippa II., whose in- 
scriptions are numerous throughout Trachonitis. 
In A.D. 100, on Agrippa's death, the direct Roman 
administration seems to have been resumed ; and 
in 106, by the creation of the further province of 
Arabia, Trachonitis became part of the inner 
province of Syria. The bulk of the remains of its 
ancient civilization date from the subsequent 
period. The road just mentioned and others 
through the province may be wholly or mainly the 
work of the Antonines. In 295 Trachonitis was 
joined to the province of Arabia. 

The question, whether in the time at which 
Lk 3 1 was written the Human district and 
Trachonitis were two distinct portions of Philip's 
tetrarchy, or two equivalent or overlapping names 
for it, has already been fully discussed under 
iTURiEA. 

LrrmuTUBi.— Besides Wetsstein's Reiseberieht quoted store, 
see Bitter, Erdkunde, xv. ; Porter, Five Years in Damascvi, ii., 
and The Giant Cities of Bashan ; Selah Merrill, East oj Jordan ; 
Sohiirer, HJP i. ii. App. 1, etc.; de Vogu£, Syris Centrals: 
Architecture Civile et lie ligieuss ; Outhe, Fischer, and Stubel, 
in the ZDPV, 1800, 226 ff.; the present writer's HGHL, MS, 
til 5 ft.; Major-Oeneral Heber- Percy, A Visit to Bashan and 
Argob, 1895, with good photographs; Rindfleisch in ZDPV, 
1898, p. IS.; v. Oppenheim, Vom Mittelmeer zum Pen. Golf, 
i. chs. iiL and vi. (with photographs of es-§afaX 1809 ; Eneye. 
BM. artt. « Argob/ ' Bashan,' and ' Bosor.' 

G. A. Smith. 

TRADE and COMMERCE.— L Terms.— 'Trade' 
in AV of Gn 46 s2 -* 4 means 'occupation,' and has 
no equivalent in the Hebrew. In Ezk 27"" 17 it 
represents the Heb. jnj ' gave ' ; in Gn 34'°- 41 it is 
the rendering of ma shr. The participle of this 
last verb is used for ' merchant ' ; and cognate 
nouns, nop, n?p, rryvp, for 'place of traffic,' 

' merchandise,' ' profit,' traffic,' and, by the use of 
abstract for concrete, ' traffickers ' (Gr. inxopeixc- 
0m, tuxopot, i^wopla ; Lat. negotitri, negotiator, 
institor, negotiatio, mercatus). The root *Ar= 
' travel,' and describes the merchant as a travelling 
trader. Similarly from rkl, originally 'to 
travel,' connected with regel, ' foot,' we have rokhei, 
'merchant' (l/urooos, institor, negotiator, venditor, 
etc.), nVri 'traffic (i/iTopla, negotiatio), njs-p ' place 
of traffic ' (RV ' merchandise,' inropia, negotiatio). 
The Heb. words of this group chiefly occur in Neh 
3. 13, Ezk 26-28. 

Similarly in 1 K 10", 2 Ch 9" MT couples 
'ansae* hat-tdrim (EV ' chapmen ') with sdkerim, 
' merchants ' ; and tarim, which should mean 
' spies,' is explained as ' those who go to and fro,' 
'traffickers'; but the text is corrupt. Kittel 
('Chronicles' in SBOT) proposes to read 'Usher 
mcdrim, ' that which came from the cities.' 

The proper names Kina'an (Is 23 s ), Kena'dni 
(Pr 31" etc.), are also used to mean 'merchant.' 
In Neh 10 31 rnn^t}, from npS 'to take,' is used in 
the sense of ' goods for sale ' (EV ' ware ') ; and in 
Ezk 27 Stfaiy is used for ' thy wares,' so RV (not, 
as AV, ' thy fairs'). 

The roots of the following seem to have had 
originally the meaning ' exchange ' or ' barter ' : 
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a-ij> ' traffic,' and its derivative anyi? ' merchandise ' 
or ' traffic,' only in Ezk 27, cf. DEBT, PLEDGE ; 
with the allied group to • to exchange or barter,' 
and .tjo? ' exchange,' ' barter,' ' price ' ; nrb • price 
paid for a wife,' and its denom. mo • to buy a wife ' ; 
130 ' to sell,' and i^j 1 wares or price ' ; Trap ' price.' 

The common word for 'buy,' njp, is a general 
term meaning ' possess ' and * acquire ' ; so .i;i?9, 
nip?, 'possession, sometimes mean 'purchase' or 
' price. Another term for ' buy ' is .to ; and np 1 ? 
' take ' is sometimes tr. ' buy.' natf usually means 
' to buy corn.' 

Other words for 'price' are lit. 'value,' and 
ra 'an equivalent.' For 'caravan' we have nrjyt 
(On 37*. Is2l 13 , Job 6 18 - w ), na^q (so only Job 6 1B 
poet.), and mpp (1 K 10»=2 Ch l w ), and .-n? (Ezk 
27 s8 ), lit. 'company' or 'band.' A special class 
of merchant ships were styled ' ships of Tarshish.' 
See Tarshish. The tr. 'make merchandise' in 
Dt 21 14 24 7 is a mistake. The meaning of the 
word ("opnn, only in these two passages) is prob- 
ably 'play the master' (LXX in 24* Karadwaa- 
reuffas) ; see Driver's note. 

In the NT we have for * merchandise,' inxapla ; 
* to trade,' ipydfo/uu, (uxoptvonai ; ' to buy,' iyopdfa, 
uvioftai; 'to sell,' dxodl6uiu, TtxpiffKu, wuktu ; 
' merchant,' tuxopos; ' banker' or ' money-changer,' 
rparejitnp ; ' seller of purple,' xocxpvpjTukis ; ' bank ' 
or ' counter,' rpdwefa (lit. ' table ) ; ' mart,' ifiripiov ; 
' price, "ri^ii ; _' valuable,' 'expensive,' xoXwe.\i)i, 
toX&tihos ; ' lading of a ship,' ybfun. 

ii. Data. — 1. General. — The natural features of 
a country indicate the character and extent of its 
commerce. Given harbours or practicable land 
routes, etc., it will export what it produces easily, 
and import what it produces with difficulty or 
cannot produce at all. See articles on the various 
countries of the Bible. Again, references to the 
possession of articles of foreign production imply 
commerce with the place of production. See 
articles on Gold, Silver, Dress, etc. 

2. Trade in OT. — There are numerous scattered 
references, but the leading cases are the accounts 
of Solomon's commerce (1 K 5. Q 88 " 38 10 n " a ), and of 
the unsuccessful attempt of Jehoshaphat to imitate 
him (1 K 22*); and of the Sabbath trading at 
Jerusalem (Neh 13 18 " 2 *). The commerce of Tyre is 
described in Is 23, Ezk 26. 27. A caravan trade in 
spices, etc., with Egypt is mentioned in GnW}' a (J), 
and implied in 43 n (J ). 

3. Trade in tJte Apocrypha, NT, Josephus, 
Talmud, etc.— In 1 Mac 14' bimon makes Joppa a 
port, and in To 4 1 9 s we read of a deposit of money 
repaid on the production of a receipt. In the NT 
commerce furnishes our Lord with many illustra- 
tions ; St. Paul sails in trading vessels, and meets 
with Lydia, 'the dealer in purple' (Ac 16"), and 
the manufacturers of silver shrines f-jr Diana (Ac 
19 s4 ). The commerce of Rome, under the name of 
Babylon, is described in a passage, Rev 18, adapted 
from Ezk 27. There are scattered references in 
Josephus. The Talmud often refers to the articles 
and conditions of commerce in its discussions on 
tithes, and on the ritual questions, uncleanness, 
etc., arising out of relations between Jews and 
Gentiles. These notices can be applied only with 
caution to periods earlier than the compilation of 
the Talmuds (A.D. 400-600). 

4. Other Authorities. — The immense collection 
of Egyptian, Assyrian, and Babylonian documents 
and inscriptions afford much information as to 
commerce in general, and some, direct and in- 
direct, as to that of Palestine. The classical 
authorities, especially Strabo and Pliny, furnish 
us with information as to commerce in general 
in the Greek and Roman periods. 

iii. Commerce of the Ancient East.— The 
Tel el-Amarna tablets show that in B.C. 1400 there 



was an extensive commerce between Babylonia and 
other States of the farther East, and Syria and 
Egypt. The letters passing between the Eastern 
kings and the kings of Egypt are full of references 
to the journeys, to and fro, of caravans, and to 
the interchange of numerous commodities. Three 
lists of articles sent by a king of Egypt to the 
king of Babylon, and of the wedding presents or 
dowry of an Eastern princess who married a king 
of Egypt, occupy 14 large octavo pages in small 
type (Winckler, p. 399 ft". ). Evidence is furnished 
by inscriptions, etc., of such commerce from an 
even earlier period, onwards throughout the Bible 
history. The series of commercial documents, 
contract tablets, etc., in Babylonia from about B.C. 
2400, and in Assyria from about B.C. 900, bear 
direct evidence to the existence of considerable 
internal trade, and imply foreign commerce. At 
a later time such documents enable us to trace 
the history of the great Babylonian banking firm 
of Egibi from the reign of Nebuchadnezzar to that 
of Darius. In the Times of 10th Oct. 1899 Conder 

? noted a letter, which he dated about B.C. 2000, 
rom an Assyrian merchant to a corres|>ondent in 
Cappadocia, asking, ' Can I settle and trade in 
Cappadocia on payment of a tax, and by living as 
a son of the land!' Assyria and Babylonia 
received merchandise from the farther East, and 
transmitted it westward. The Phoenicians from 
Tyre and Sidon and other cities were the inter- 
mediaries of a great sea traffic between Western 
Asia and the shores of the Mediterranean and the 
Eastern Atlantic, and also, for the most part, of 
the sea traffic between Egypt, Syria, and other 
Mediterranean countries (Erman, Life in Ancient 
Egypt, Eng. tr. 15). Later on, this traffic was 
more and more shared by the Greeks. Egypt 
received the produce — ivory, ebony, skins, slaves, 
etc. — of Nubia and other countries to the south, 
and occasionally sent trading vessels to the ' incense 
countries,' Punt, etc., i.e. Southern Arabia, 
Somaliland, and perhaps farther east. The cele- 
brated queen Hatshepsut (c. B.C. 1500) sent such 
an expedition (Petrie, Hist, of Egypt, ii. 79). 
There was also trade by land between Arabia and 
Syria, and, by way of the Isthmus of Suez, with 
Egypt. 

In later times four main causes tended to 
promote and systematize the commerce of Western 
Asia, and its trade relations with Egypt and the 
other Mediterranean countries : (1) the establish- 
ment of the Persian dominion over Western Asia 
and Egypt, including the Greek cities of Asia 
Minor and many of the Greek islands ; (2) the 
conquests of Alexander, the establishment of Greek 
States with political relations with Macedonia 
and (ireece, and the founding of numerous Greek 
colonies throughout Syria; (3) the dispersion of 
the Jews ; (4) the establishment of the authority 
of Rome over the Mediterranean countries and 
Western Asia. 

iv. Extent and Development of Israelite 
COMMERCE.— We know hardly anything of Israelite 
trade during the nomad period. Probably the 
clans sometimes carried merchandise between 
Syria and Egypt (Gn 37* 43"), or escorted trading 
caravans ; and at other times levied tolls or black- 
mail upon caravans passing through districts 
which they occupied. With the settlement in 
Canaan, the Israelites would gradually become 
involved in the system of internal trade, and of 
trade with Arabia, Egypt, Phoenicia, and the East 
which had been established for centuries. For some 
time this trade would remain in the hands of the 
original inhabitants, from whom the Israelites 
would obtain foreign commodities, partly by pur- 
chase, partly by plunder, e.g. Achan s Babylonish 
mantle (Jos 7 21 ). 
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In time the extension of the Israelite territory, 
the growth of cities, and the increase of the power 
and splendour of the royal court brought about an 
increase of wealth, and involved the Israelites 
more largely in the commerce of Syria. The unifi- 
cation of the tribes into a single organized State 
promoted the interchange of the produce of different 
districts, the cattle of the pastures, the wheat of 
the corn-lands, the wine and oil of other districts. 
The towns must have supplied their wants from 
the country, and in turn furnished the farmers 
with some manufactured articles. At first, no 
doubt, an Israelite farm was largely sufficient 
unto itself, but the growth of civilization would 
tend to a primitive division of labour and con- 
sequent trade. The establishment of the monarchy 
promoted external commerce by securing for its 
subjects the right to travel and trade in foreign 
countries. Ahab, for instance, obtains from Ben- 
hadad the right to have ' streets' (nHxn) in Damascus, 
i.e. an Israelite trading quarter or bazaar (IK 
20* 4 ). A powerful king obtained large quantities 
of foreign commodities as presents or tribute, e.g. 
the gifts of the queen of Sheba and other princes, 
etc. , to Solomon (1 K 4" lO 10 -*). The king made 
similar presents in return (1 K 10"). Moreover, a 
wealthy sovereign would need foreign articles of 
luxury for his court, materials for his buildings, 
and equipment for his army and navy. Thus 
Solomon obtained timber and carpenters for his 
buildings, and sailors for his ships, from Hiram 
king of Tyre (1 K 5 1 "" 9 s7 ) ; spices, etc. (10 10 ), from 
the queen of Sheba ; horses and chariots for his 
army from Egypt ( 10 s8 - M ). These imports implied 
exports ; Hiram was paid for his timber in wheat 
and oil (5 1K 12 ), and there were the 'presents' to 
friendly princes. David's conquest of Edom (2 S 
8 1 *) had given Israel a port, Ezion-geber, on the 
Red Sea, from which Solomon sent a trading fleet, 
partly manned with Phoenician sailors, to Ophir 
(see OPHIR) for gold, precious stones, etc. (1 K 
9*-*). In 10 w this traffic with Ophir is said to 
have been conducted by Solomon and Hiram con- 
jointly, by means of a navy which sailed every 
three years, and brought 'gold, silver, ivory, apes, 
and peacocks.' * Further, Solomon not only im- 
ported horses and chariots from Egypt, but also 
sold them to the Hittite and Syrian kings (1 K 
1Q28. ») The wide extent of Solomon's dominions 
gave him an opportunity, of which he doubtless 
availed himself, to provide for the safety and 
comfort of the caravans from the East to Pales- 
tine.! Naturally, the commercejwas not entirely 
in Solomon's hands, and 1 K 10 ls refers to the 
traffic of the merchants. 

The only other reference to the trade from 
Ezion - gebcr to Ophir is the statement that 
Jehoshaphat made an unsuccessful attempt to 
renew it (1 K 22 48 ). Probably in the troubles at 
the close of Solomon's reign, Judah lost its free 
access to the Red Sea, and the traffic ceased once 
for all. Otherwise what we read of the commerce 
of Solomon's reign will hold goed, in varying de- 
grees, for the period of the monarchy. The 
references of the prophets of the eighth century 
to the prosperity and luxury of the two kingdoms 

•IK 938-* and 10» clearly refer to the same t raffia The 
' navy of Tarshish' does not mean a navy going to Tarshish, but 
a navy consisting of a large class of vessels similar to those 
which went to Tarshish. The statement of 2 Ch &a, that ' the 
king had ships that went to Tarshish,' is a natural misinterpreta- 
tion of the statement in Kings. Cf. 1 K 22« ' Jehoshaphat made 
ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir' (Herrfeld, Handelvjench. der 
Juden, p. 28 ; Benzinger on 1 K 10» ; Oettli on 2 Ch U"). 

t Herzfeld (£& p. 20) lays great stress on the statement In 
2 Ch 8* that Solomon conquered Hamath, and built Tadnior ; 
the latter point being confirmed by the girt of 1 K 9». Tadmob 
(Palmyra) would be an important station on the caravan route 
to the East. But, according to Benzinger on 1 Kings and 
Barnes on 2 Chron., the reference to Tadmor in the latter is due 
to a misunderstanding of the former. 



under Uzziah, Jot ham , and Ahaz of Jndah, and 
Jeroboam n. of Israel, imply a demand for foreign 
manufactures and an active commerce (Is 2** 7 - w 
3 i8-s4 • Hos 2 s 10 1 12 1 - 8 13 18 , Am fl 3 " 6 8 s ). On the 
other hand, the calamities that befell Israel and 
Judah between B.C. 740 and 586 must have seri- 
ously affected its commerce. 

It is doubtful whether the Israelites had trading 
vessels on the Mediterranean before the Exile. 
Herzfeld (I.e. p. 17) contends for a considerable 
maritime traffic mainly in the hands of Zebulun. 
In the Song of Deborah we read in RV of Jg 6"— 

' And Dan, why did he remain in ships ? 
Asher sat still at the haven (m. shore) of the sea. 
And abode by his creeks.' 

This passage seems to imply seafaring habits on 
the part of the tribes on the Mediterranean coast 
It has, however, been proposed to read vnw 
'meadows' for nrj* 'ships ; or to render the first 
line, 'Why does he live neighbour to the ships?' 
(Moore), or ' Why does he fear the ships?' Dan, 
too, must be the northern Dan.— In the Blessing 
of Jacob (B.c. 1000-850) RV renders Gn 49 u — 

' Zebulun shall dwell at the haven (m. beach) of the sea. 
And he shall be for an haven (m. beach) of ships ; 
And his border shall be upon Zidon. ' 

This passage, again, seems to imply maritime 
trade. Ball, however (in SBOT), reads for the 
second line, ' And he shall sojourn (iu*) in ships,' 
cf. Jg 5" ; Dillmann renders, ' He settles towards 
the strand of the ships ' ; while Holzinger denies 
that the verse in any way refers to trade or sea- 
faring.— In the Blessing of Moses (B.c. 930-750) 
RV translates Dt 33 w - »— 

1 Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going: out ; 
And, Issachar, in thy tents. 
They shall call the ^peoples unto the mountain ; 
There shall they offer sacrifices of righteousness : 
For they shall suck the abundance of the seas, 
And the hidden treasures of the sand.' 

' The abundance of the seas ' will be fisheries and 
sea-borne merchandise ; ' the hidden treasures of 
the sand,' the glass made from the sand about 
Accho, and the purple dye made from the shell- 
fish. ' Going out ' is explained of mercantile ex- 
peditions. It is also, however, suggested that 
' the peoples ' were called ' to the mountain ' to a 
gathering which was at once fair and festival, and 
that Zebulun and Issachar obtained their ' abund- 
ance' and 'treasures' by purchase from the 
Phoenicians, and not by any seafaring of their 
own. Ball (on Gn 49 u ) points out that the fact 
that one of the clans of Issachar is called Tola, the 
name of the worm from which the dye was taken, 
suggests a connexion between Issachar and that 
industry. — The only other item of direct evidence 
in favour of Israelite traffic on the Mediterranean 
in this period is the mention of ' ships of Tarshish ' 
(cf. Tarshish) in Is 2 1S ; but it does not follow 
that these were Israelite ships. On the other 
hand, the ports north of Carmel were in the hands 
of the Phoenicians, and the only port south of 
Carmel, Joppa, a very bad harbour or roadstead, 
is never mentioned by pre-exilic writers, and it is 
doubtful if it was ever occupied by the Israelites. 
Moreover, the historian wno dwells with such 
marked interest on the commerce of Solomon 
would surely have mentioned Mediterranean 
traffic if it had existed. On the whole, there- 
fore, the extant evidence fails to prove that the 
Israelites had trading vessels on the Mediter- 
ranean. Doubtless, however, the tribes border- 
ing on Phoenicia — Zebulun, Asher, and Issachar— 
profited by the wealth and commercial activity of 
their neighbours; and members of these tnbes 
settled amongst the Phoenicians and shared their 
trade. 

* S 18 " 83 is perhaps an interpolation. 
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Another question is as to how far, in the time 
of the monarchy, the commerce of Israel was in 
Israelite hands. The fact that in Job 41" and 
Pr 31" « Canaanite,' and in Ho* 12 7 ' Canaan,' is 
used to mean ' merchant ' ; and apparently in Is 
23", Zeph 1 11 * Canaan ' is used for ' the merchant 
people, suggests that in early times the trade of 
Israel was largely carried on by the Phoenicians. 
The various codes and the prophets make scant 
reference to trade. In view of the keen interest 
in the commerce of Tyre shown by Is 23, Ezk 26. 
27, we should have expected more detailed notice 
of Israelite trade if it had been largely in native 
hands. Hos 12 7 , indeed, ' He [Ephraim] is a 
trafficker [lit. ' Canaan '],' * implies the develop- 
ment of native commercial activity in the Northern 
Kingdom in the last period of its independence. 
But this seems to have been a new development, 
speedily cut short by the fall of Samaria. Again, 
Ezk 26" represents Tyre as exulting over the fall 
of Jerusalem, 'the gate of the peoples,' and ex- 
pecting to profit — perhaps commercially — by her 
ruin : ' I shall be replenished, now that she is laid 
waste.' No doubt, Jerusalem was to some extent 
a commercial city. On the other hand, it is to a 
Canaanite merchant that the Israelite housewife 
sells her cloth (Pr 31") ; the merchant is not men- 
tioned amongst the notables in such lists as Is 
3*- 3 ; and, except Solomon and his agents, no 
Israelite merchants are mentioned before the 
Exile. Probably much of the internal traffic, and 
most of the import and export trade, were in the 
hands of Phoenicians and other foreigners. 

The restored Jeurish community in Palestine 
during the Persian period was small and poor 
(Hag l 1 " 2 18 - », Zee V 8 4 - 6 - 1 ", Mai 3 M , Neh I s 2" 
4* 5i, and its commerce must have been very 
limited. Still the Jewish settlement was a city, 
— Jerusalem and its territory,— and a city implies 
local and other trade (so Neh 3 S1 - » 13 18 », where 
we find the trade partly in the hands of the ' men 
of Tyre'). There is evidence that during this 
period Dor, Joppa, and Ashkelon were held by the 
Phoenicians (G. A. Smith, HGUL 129). Prob- 
ably most of the external and some of the internal 
trade of the Jewish community in Palestine was 
in the hands of the Phoenicians. When Jonah set 
sail from Joppa for Tarshish, it was in a Gentile 
ship (Jon I s ). 

By the time the Greek period was reached, the 
restoration of the temple, the reforms of Nehemiah, 
and the natural growth of the community must 
have led to some development of trade, which 
would be further stimulated by the Greek coloniza- 
tion of Western Asia. Some token of a growing 
interest in commerce may be seen in the Bk. of 
Sirach, which refers to the subject more frequently 
and precisely than does Proverbs. Many of the 
references, indeed, are quite general, to the dangers 
of suretiship (Sir 8 13 29 WS0 , as in Pr 11" 17 18 20 18 ) ; 
or to the obligation to deal fairly (Sir 5 8 29*" 7 41 18 , 
as in Pr 16" 20 lo a3 ); or to other general topics 
(Sir 37", as in Pr II 88 ). But Sir 42 18 implies a 
more intimate acquaintance with commerce, e.g. 
v. 7 — 

' Whatsoever thou handeat over, let it be by number and 
weight ; 

And in giving and receiving let all be in writing.' 
In other passages we discern the protest of tradi- 
tional sentiment against a growing predilection for 
business life. Thus — 

* Hate not laborious work ; 

Neither husbandry, which the Most High hath ordained ' 

(Sir 7"). 

' A merchant shall hardly keep himself from wrong doing ' 
(Sir26»).. 

• RVm renders, ' As for Canaan . . .* ; but even so the follow- 
ing verse implies that Kphraiui had imitated Canaan. 



On the other hand, the silence of Ecclesiastes as to 
trade still illustrates the comparative indifference 
of the Palestinian Jew to commerce. Ec 3 does 
not state that 1 there is a time to buy and a time 
to sell.' This silence is the more significant in a 
book written in the name of Solomon, the merchant- 
king. 

The restoration of Jewish autonomy, and the 
extension of their territory by the Maccabees, must 
have further promoted trade, more especially the 
acquisition of Joppa by Simon as a Jewish port 
(1 Mac 14 s ). Throughout the Persian and Greek 
periods the growing commerce of the Jewish Dis- 
persion (see Delow) must have done something to 
foster trade in Palestine ; which would be further 
encouraged by the frequent resort of the Jews 
of the Dispersion to Jerusalem, especially for the 
Passover. 

During the Roman or Herodian period the same 
causes were at work, aided by the security and 
facility of communication due to the imperial 

fovernment. Herzfeld (pp. 66-130) shows that the 
lishna and Jerusalem Talmud make frequent 
references to the trade of Palestine, and enumer- 
ates, mainly from these sources, 135 foreign 
articles imported into Palestine. On the other 
hand, Josephus [c. Apion. i. 12) denies that the 
Jews occupied any territory on the coast, or 
cared to engage in commerce : "U/itit rolvvv oftre 
X^P -* olKoDfi(i> rapdXiov, o&r ifixoplait x°'/>°M<»'> <>Mi 
rati xptt &\\ovt Sid. rofrrur ixt/ul-tait. He makes 
this statement to explain why the ancient Greeks 
never heard of the Jews, and doubtless handles 
his facts with the rhetorical licence of an advocate, 
more suo. Yet his words probably represent the 
attitude of old-fashioned Palestinian Jews. 

The Dispersion of the Jews which began with 
the fall of Samaria had, before the beginning of 
the Christian era, scattered Jewish communities 
over all the Mediterranean lands, together with 
Arabia and the ancient Assyria and Babylonia. 
These communities are found in all the great 
commercial cities — Rome, Antioch, Thessalonica, 
Corinth, Alexandria, etc. Their circumstances 
militated against their holding land, even when 
it was not legally forbidden to them ; on the 
other hand, their relations with fellow-countrymen 
all over the known world gave them then, as now, 
exceptional facilities for commerce ; so that we 
may conclude that the Jews of the Dispersion 
were largely occupied with commerce. This con- 
clusion is supported by references to Jewish mer- 
chants and trade in various countries. Jos. {Ant. 
XX. ii. 3, 4) mentions a Jewish merchant at the 
court of Adiabene ; Philo (in Flaccum, 8) mentions 
Jewish shipmasters and merchants at Alexandria ; 
and Herzfeld (p. 219) quotes Talmudic references 
to Jewish traders in Mesopotamia. 

v. Trade Routes, Markets, Harbours, etc. 
— 1. Transport of Commodities. In times of peace, 
in the more settled countries, merchants (cf. above, 
• Terms '), travelling singly or in small companies, 
carried their wares to their customers, or to mar- 
kets (Neh 13 18 ), and visited the scattered farm- 
steads to purchase farm produce, or clothing made 
by the housewife or her maids (Pr 31 84 ). The more 
important international traffic was carried on by 
caravans of camels (Gn 37 !a ), asses (Gn 42 117 43'* 
^S a , Ezr 2 87 ), mules (2 K 5 17 , 1 Ch 12*°), oxen 
(1 Ch 12 40 ), and slaves (2 K 5°). Horses were not 
used as beasts of burden or for draught, only for 
riding and chariots. In Gn 45 19 - 2> - 27 46 6 waggons 
('dgdlOth) are sent to fetch the aged Jacob and 
the women and children (cf. the Egyp. 'agolt, a 
baggage-waggon drawn by oxen, Erin an, Egypt, 
Eng. tr. p. 491). In Nu 7 3 , 1 S6 7 waggons drawn 
by oxen are used to carry the tabernacle furni- 
ture and the ark. In the pictures of convoys of. 
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prisoners taken by the Assyrians, the baggage 
and the sick are sometimes carried in waggons 
(Maspero, Ave. Egypt and Assyria, Eng. tr. 
p. 336). But there is no mention of waggons in 
the description of the great caravan in Ezr 2"- 67 ; 
and they cannot have been largely used. The 
caravans were usually accompanied by an armed 
escort (Ezr 8**).— 2. Trade Routes. Caravan routes 
led from S.W. Arabia along the Red Sea from 
Elath ; and also from the Persian Gulf across 
Arabia to Petra. From Petra there were routes 
to Egypt, to Gaza, and along the east of the Dead 
Sea, and the Jordan to Damascus. The great route 
from the East led from Babylon, across the Euph- 
rates and the desert, by the oasis of Palmyra, 
to the Plain of Jezreel and the Mediterranean. 
Another route, partly coinciding with this, started 
from Gilead, passed over the Plain of Jezreel, 
and went on by Gaza to Egypt (Gn 3T 28 ). An- 
other route went from Damascus by Scythopolis 
and the Plain of Jezreel to Accho. From Scytho- 
polis routes led to Samaria, Shechem, and Jeru- 
salem. Also from Jerusalem a route by Jericho 
(Lk 10 s0 ) crossed the Jordan, and joined the route 
east of the river; other routes led toJoppa(Ezr 
3 7 ), and, in NT times at any rate, to- Gaza (Ac 8 M ) 
and, by Antipatris, to Coesarea (Ac 23 M -*»). The 
combination of these routes connected Babylonia, 
etc., Damascus, Samaria, Phoenicia, Philistia, 
Gilead, Jerusalem, Arabia, and Egypt. The 
Roman roads in Palestine are mostly later than 
the Bible period. There were numerous minor 
routes (Herzfeld, pp. 22, 46, 141 ; G. A. Smith, 
HGHL 149-154, 388 ff., 425-430, 597 ff., 628). An 
important Egyptian caravan route led from Coptos 
on the Nile to Sauu ( Wady Gasus) on the Red Sea 
(Erman, p. 505). In NT times a great system of 
Roman roads connected the East with Rome ; the 
most important route was Rome to Brundusium 
( Via Appin), and from Dyrrachium by Thessalonica 
to Byzantium ( Via Egnatia). 

By sea there was traffic from Babylonia with the 
East by the Persian Gulf ; from Edom and Egypt 
with the East from ports on the Red Sea ; from the 
Phoenician cities with all the Mediterranean lands 
and the farther West. A similar trade existed, 
chiefly in the hands of the Phoenicians and the 
Greeks, from the coast of the Delta. This de- 
veloped immensely after the foundation of Alex- 
andria. The rivers Euphrates, Tigris, and the Nile 
were great trade routes. 

The chief seaports of Syria are Tyre and Zidon, 
and the other Phoenician cities, and JoPPA (cf. 
above). 

As to markets, the Maktesh of Zeph 1" seems 
to have been a trading quarter of the Phoenicians 
in Jerusalem ; and Dt 33 18 - 19 has been supposed to 
refer to a fair connected with a religious festival 
held on the borders of Zebulun and Phoenicia. 
Markets must have existed in the cities, and else- 
where, probably especially in the neighbourhood of 
'high places,' but ancient Israel had no 'commercial 
cities. In the NT the market place (aqora) is often 
referred to (Mt ll 18 etc.) ; and we read of a market 
held in the temple precincts (Mk 11 1S , Jn 2"). 
Herzfeld (pp. 130, 324) gives Talmudical references 
to shops and markets, especially some that seem to 
imply weekly markets on Monday and Thursday. 

In some cases Israel enjoyed the privilege of a 
trading quarter, 'streets' or bazaars, in foreign 
cities ; and granted similar privileges to foreigners 
(1 K20* Zeph l 11 ). 

vi. Articles of Commerce.— The chief exports 
from Palestine were corn, oil, wine, balsam, spices, 
cattle, wool, fish, and slaves. Honey, balsam, 
wheat, and oil were exported to Phoenicia (1 K 5 U , 
Ezr 3 7 , Ezk 27 17 , Ac 12*), also oaks from Bashan 
(Ezk 27*). To Egypt were exported spices, balm, 



myrrh, honey, pistachio nuts, almonds, oil (Gn 3T 5 " 
43", Hos 12 l ). For the slave-trade see Servant. 
Other exports may be inferred from the existence 
of fertile vineyards and pasture lands, and of the 
fisheries on the Sea of Galilee. Every article grown 
or manufactured in Palestine would be exported at 
some time or another ; at any rate, in small quan- 
tities. Conversely, most of the products of countries 
with which the Jews had commercial relations 
would be imported at some time or another (cf. 
above, § iii.). But the chief imports were timber 
and artisans from Phoenicia (1 K 5 n , Ezr 3 7 ) ; corn, 
horses, and chariots from Egypt (Gn 41 87 , 1 K 
lO 18 - 29 , Dt 17 16 ) ; gold and silver, spices, timber, 
precious stones, ivory, apes and peacocks, gold and 
silver plate and ornaments, armour, and mules from 
Arabia, Ophir, and other countries (IK 10 10 -*); 
wool and sheep from Moab (2 K 3\ Is 16 1 ). 

The special products of each district would be 
articles of internal commerce with other districts ; 
farm produce was sold in the cities ; the products 
of the industry of the cities were bought for the 
country ; and foreign imports were distributed from 
the cities through the country. Salt (see Salt) was 
supplied from the districts by the Dead Sea ; cattle, 
wool, etc., from the pastures to the east and south ; 
corn, etc., from the fertile arable land in Esdraelon 
and elsewhere. 

A long list of the articles of Tyrian commerce is 
given in Ezk 27. 

vii. The Government and Commerce.— Both 
in Israel and elsewhere, commerce was often carried 
on by the kings themselves, e.g. Solomon, Hiram 
(1 K lO 28 ), and Jehoshaphat (I K 22«). The pres- 
ents interchanged between friendly princes were 
really barter on a large scale ; in the Tel el- Amarna 
tablets the kings of Egypt haggle over the exact 
value of the ' presents ' they give and receive, in 
true Oriental fashion (Winekler, p. 61 f.). The 
tribute from dependent States, the ' presents ' or 
prices paid for princesses given in marriage, were 
a one-sided commerce carried on for the benefit of 
the kings. 

The governments of ancient States intervened, 
as we nave seen, to obtain special trading privi- 
leges for their subjects in foreign countries (1 K 
20**) ; also to secure for them protection and re- 
dress for injuries (Winekler, Amarna Tablets, 
p. 25). 

From the analogy of other States we should 
suppose that the Israelite kings levied taxes on 
imports and exports, and tolls on merchandise 
passing through the country. In one of the 
Amarna tablets (Winekler, p. 93) a foreign king 
stipulates that his property shall not be dealt 
with by the customs of Egypt. In NT the customs 
officers of the Herods and the Romans are referred 
to (Mk 2" etc.) ; see Publican. 

viii. Commerce op the Roman Empire. — In 
NT times the empire possessed a highly developed 
and elaborate commercial system, largely adminis- 
tered by great trading corporations, and involving 
credit and other features of modern banking. The 
most important branch of Roman commerce was 
the corn trade between Egypt and Rome (Ac 27*- * 
28"). 

ix. Ethics of Commerce. — The Bible deals 
directly with only two or three elementary points, 
such as the duty of fair dealing, and the danger of 
greed of gain (see SERVANT). 

On the general subject cf. the articles Money, 
Solomon, Wealth ; also the articles on countries, 
dress, ornaments, etc. 

Liter ATL'tE. — Nowack, Lebrb. der Beb. Arch. \. pp. 247-251 : 
Benzinger, Beb. Arch, pp. 218-223 ; Erman, Life in A tie. K'jypt, 
pp. 479-519 : Herzfeld, BandeUaetciiichie der Juden da Alter- 
thumt; Buhl, Die socialen \'ernaltni**e der Israeliten, pp. 76- 
83 ; Schiirer, UJP (' Trade,' in Index). 

W. H. Bennett. 



Digitized by 



Google 



TRADES 



TRANSFIGURATION, THE 807 



TRADES. — It was an ancient custom and law 
among the Jews that every boy must learn ,a 
trade, not necessarily as a means of livelihood, 
but as a precautionary measure against destitu- 
tion, if fortune failed, and the temptations of an 
idle life. One of the Rabbinic sayings is, ' He 
that teaches not his son a trade, is as if he taught 
him to be a thief ' ; and another, ' He that hath 
a trade in his hands is as a vineyard that is 
fenced,' i.e. he will be secure from the dangers 
of temptation and want. Many of their great 
Kabbis are known by their surname of trade, e.g. 
* Rabbi Johanan the shoemaker, Rabbi Isaac the 
blacksmith,' etc. The two illustrious doctors who 
founded the schools known by their names — Hillel 
and Shammai — not long before the Christian era, 
had been taught trades ; and the latter, who was 
a mason, continued to take a practical interest 
in his handicraft, even when he was vice-president 
of the Sanhedrin and had a large following of 
students. So also St. Paul, who was destined for 
tlie Rabbinic office, was taught tent-making, prob- 
ably before he left Tarsus, his native city, to sit 
at the feet of Gamaliel in Jerus. and learn from 
him the intricacies of Jewish law. This was of 
great use to him after his conversion, when he 
was often compelled to maintain himself by his 
labour (Ac 18 3 ) ; so that he was able to say, 
'Neither did we eat bread for naught at any 
man's hand, but in labour and travail, working 
night and day, that we might not burden any of 
you ' (2 Th 3 s ). — In many handicrafts the ancients 
attained a very high degree of excellence, and 
the Hebrews must nave learned much from the 
Egyptians and Phoenicians. The pyramids, tem- 
ples, and tombs of Egypt, the temples of Greece 
and Jerus. and Baalbek, and the images of gods 
and men, show a knowledge of masonry and sculp- 
ture which modern skill can hardly equal, while 
in. the work of the goldsmith and jeweller the 
ornaments belonging to a queen of the 11th 
dynasty (about B.c. 2000), which were lately found 
in Dahshur, are said by good judges to be unsur- 
passed for beauty and finish in the present-day 
markets of Paris or London. The Tyrian purple 
dyes, the rich colouring on Egyp. tombs, the ele- 
gant vases of pottery and gold, the linen fabrics 
of the loom, and other products of manual work 
so copiously depicted on Egyp. walls, all tell the 
same story of the high civilization in art of those 
times. — The principal trades mentioned in the 
Bible are those of smiths and armourers (1 S 13 19 ), 
coppersmiths (2 Ti 4"), goldsmiths (Is 46 8 ), jewellers 
{Hob 2 a ), masons (2 K 12 ,J ), carpenters (Alt 13 s *), 
tentmakers (Ac 18 s ), potters (La 4 a ), tanners (Ac 
9°), fishers (Is 19 8 ), bakers (Jer 37 n ), barbers (Ezk 
5 1 ). Spinning, weaving, and sewing were chiefly 
the work of women (1 S 2 10 , Pr 31"). See separate 
articles on the above subjects. J. Wort a bet. 

TRANCE (ftcffroim). — While in class. Greek 
tKffraais has the meaning of frenzy, in Bib. Greek 
it is not found in this strong sense, but means 
either distraction of mind due to fear or astonish- 
ment (Pb 16 u LXX, Ac 3 10 ), or religious rapture 
(Ac 10 10 ll 5 ). In the strict sense, religions ecstasy 
denotes a state in which the mind is so dominated 
by emotional excitement that sensibility to external 
impressions, the free activity of the intellect, and 
the initiative and control of the will, are for the 
moment in abeyance. Its significance as a medium 
of revelations was found precisely in this suppres- 
sion of the ordinary mental functions, the mind 
being regarded as under the control of the Deity, 
and therefore as His instrument. Ecstasy has 
been, and is, a more or less familiar phenomenon 
in almost all religions, more especially in times of 
religious excitement. While occurring spontane- 



ously, recourse has often been had to artificial 
means, such as the concentration of the mind on 
an abstract idea or significant word, fasting, fixing 
of the look, seclusion, whirling and bodily contor- 
tion — above all, music and dancing. In the early 
days of Heb. prophecy such stimulants were not 
unknown (1 S 10", 2 K 3"). When, however, we 
come to the canonical prophets, there can no 
longer be any question of ecstasy in the sense of a 
morbid state. What is indicated by such expres- 
sions as ' the hand of the Lord was upon me ' is 
rather a religious exaltation of spirit, in which the 
free activity of the mind is not suppressed but 
heightened. Such a state lies behind vision as its 
psychological condition. See Vision. The prophets 
never appeal to the abnormal character of their 
experience as authenticating their message. In 
the Apostolic Church we find a revival of ecstasy 
in the stricter sense, as an accompaniment of the 
fresh and often violent religions awakening (1 Co 
H 2 **, Ac 2 ,s ). It found expression in rapt utter- 
ances. While yielding a certain recognition to 
this gift of tongues St. Paul indicates that it was 
apt to breed confusion (1 Co M* 3 - 3 *), and he places 
it under strict rule. He himself had also the 
gift of tongues, but he does not set great store 
by it ( 1 Co 14 w ) : and while he relates a marvel- 
lous ecstatic experience of his own (2 Co 12 a * , )> he 
nowhere traces his doctrines to such a source. His 
allusion to this experience is too vague to admit 
of its character being precisely defined. See, 
further, the articles on Prophet. 

W. Morgan. 

TRANSFIGURATION, THE. — The word comes 
from transfiguratuse.it, the Vulg. tr. of uerffMptfuLdi} 
in the narratives of Matt, and Mark. Elsewhere 
this verb is rendered either r.-formari (Ro 12-') or 
transformari (2 Co 3 18 ). The event which it desig- 
nates is recorded thrice (Mt 17 1 " 8 , Mk ip 8 , Lk O- 888 ) 
and alluded to once (2 P l'«-' 8 ) in NT. The naira- 
tives of Matt, and Mark agree closely in wording. 
But Matt, alone records that when the disciples 
heard the voice they fell on their faces ; and that 
Jesus came and touched them and said, * Arise, and 
be not afraid.' Mark alone has the words, ' so as no 
fuller on earth can whiten them.' Luke is more 
independent. Excepting as regards Peter's ex- 
clamation and the voice from heaven, his wording 
is mainly his own ; and even in Peter's words he 
renders ' Rabbi ' by his favourite 'Emarira, where 
Matt, has Ktfpte. Luke alone tells us that Jesus 
went np the mount to pray, and that He was pray- 
ing when He was transfigured. In expressing the 
Transfiguration he avoids ntTtuop<pu>0Ti (which might 
have suggested to Gentile readers the meta- 
morphoses of heathen deities), and substitutes the 
characteristic iyivtro trtpov. And he alons tells 
us that Moses and Elijah were talking of Christ's 
££o5os at Jerusalem, and that the disciples were 
heavy with sleep. 

The main questions respecting this unique inci- 
dent in the life of Christ are those as to the place, 
the nature, and the significance of it. 

(1) As to the 'high mountain' (Matt., Mark), 
which when 2 Pet. was written had become ' the 
holy mountain,' there are two traditions, which can 
be traced to the 4th century, (o) That it was the 
Mt. of Olives. This is incredible. Both before and 
after the Transfiguration Christ is in Galilee. And 
the Mt. of Olives would not have been called ty^Xar. 
(0) That it was Mt. Tabor. This is near enough 
to Csesarea Philippi to be possible ; and, although 
it is only about 1700 ft. above the sea, it appears 
to be much higher, and commands a very extensive 
view. But it is not probable. Just a week (' six 
days,' Matt., Mark; 'about eight daj-s,' Luke) 
before this event Christ was at Ciesarea Philippi. 
After it Ho went through Galilee toCapernaum(Mk 
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9»- M , Mt 17"- »•) on His way to Jerusalem. Would 
He have gone from Caesarea Philippi past Caper- 
naum to Tabor, and then back to Capernaum ? A 
much more serious objection is that at this time there 
was a village or town on Tabor, which Joseph us 
fortified against Vespasian [BJ IV. i. 8, II. xx. 6 ; cf. 
Ant. XIV. vi. 3) ; so that the necessary solitude ((far' 
ISiav, Matt., Mark) could hardly be found there. 
Yet Cyril of Jerusalem (Catech. xii. 16) regards it 
as certain ; and through the great influence of 
Jerome this tradition became widely accepted. In 
the Greek Church the Feast of the Transfiguration 
(Aug. 6) is called to Qafiwpioy. But (7) the best 
modern writers prefer Mt. Herman (Keim, Lichten- 
stein, Porter, Schaff, Stanley, Hitter, Robinson, 
Trench, Tristram). It is over 9000 ft. high, and 
could easily be reached in much less than a week 
from Ciesarea Philippi. 

(2) Christ calls the event a 'vision,' Spapa (Mt 
17"), which does not mean that it was unreal. It 
was not one person's optical delusion, but a vision 
granted to three persons at once. It was a Divine 
revelation, the manner of which is unknown to us. 
We can neither aflirm nor deny that Moses and 
Elijah, who had both been taken from the earth in 
a supernatural way, were there in the body, or only 
in the spirit, or not at all, except by representation. 
That the event is historical is shown by the three 
harmonious accounts, by the intelligible connexion 
with what precedes and follows, and by the im- 
probability that an inventor would have invented 
the prohibition to speak of it. Matt, gjives Christ's 
prohibition ; Luke states that the disciples kept 
silence ; Mark records both the prohibition and their 
obedience. There is no suspicious similarity be- 
tween this event and the Transfiguration of Moses, 
although Strauss and Keim maintain that there is. 
And the silence of John is no difficulty, for he would 
readily omit what had been so often told before. 
The allusion in 2 Pet. is evidence of what was com- 
monly believed when that letter was written. That 
a fact corresponding to all this evidence took place 
is the most reasonable explanation of the evidence. 

(3) The meaning of the event is more within our 
comprehension than the manner of it. Whether it 
is correct to call it 'the culminating point in 
Christ's public ministry "or 'the great dividing 
line in the life ' is not certain. That in consequence 
of it a ' sense of urgency and of the immediateness 
of a great crisis weighs upon the Lord' is more 
than we know. It was a foretaste of Christ's glory 
both in earth and in heaven. As such it served to 
strengthen the disciples, who had been greatly 
disturbed by the prediction of Christ's sufferings 
and death ; and to this end they were allowed to 
listen to Moses and Elijah talking with Him about 
His death, and to hear the heavenly voice, which 
had proclaimed His Divine Sonship previous to 
His ministry, proclaim the same previous to His 
Passion. It showed them the supernatural char- 
acter of His kingdom. It helped them to see that 
the OT being fulfilled by Christ is done away in 
Christ. Moses and Elijah vanish, and 'Jesus alone' 
(Matt., Mark, Luke) remains. To Christ Himself 
it may have had significance also. Whether or not 
it conveyed to Him any larger knowledge of His 
Father's will, this foretaste of His glory may have 
helped Him to bear the prospect of His approaching 
sufferings. He accepted the strengthening of an 
angel in Gethsemane, and may have accepted 
some analogous strengthening on the mount. 

Liter aturk.— See Comm. and Lives of Christ ; also the Diet, 
and Encye. articles on 'Transfiguration ' and ' Verklarung.' See 
also "The Significance of the Transfiguration,' by W. J. Moulton, 
in Bibl. and Sem, Studiet (Yale Univ.), 1901, pp. 157-210. 

A. Plummer. 
TRAYAIL.— In modern editions of AV a distinc- 
tion has gradually arisen between 'travail' and 



' travel,' the former being used when the meaning 
is to labour (or as subst. for 'labour,' 'trouble ), 
especially in childbirth, the latter when it is 
simply to journey. But in the editions of 1611 
there was no such distinction. Thus in 1611 Mt 
25" reads, 1 For the kingdome of heaven is as a 
man travailing into a farre countrey ' ; but Is 21" 
•In the forest in Arabia shall yee lodge, O yee 
travelling companies of Dedanim.' So in Ec 4* we 
find ' Againe I considered all travaile ' ; but in 4* 
' Better is an handfull with quietnesse, then both 
the hands full with travell ana vexation of spirit.' 
Nor have the editors or printers carried out their 
distinction completely. In La 3* ' He hath . . . 
compassed me with gall and travel,' the spelling of 
AV is retained in mod. editions (Cov. ' travayle,' 
RV ' travail '). In Nu 20 w the sense has evidently 
been missed, the wider meaning of toil and trouble 
in the wilderness being taken as if it were merely 
the marching through it : A V 161 1, ' Thou knowest 
all the travaile that hath befallen us ' (mod. edd. 
' travel,' RV ' travail '). 

The Eng. word is simply the Fr. travaC, toil, trouble, the 
origin of which is unknown. In Cotgrave's French Dictionary 
travail is described as ' travell, toyle, teene, labour, business, 
painee-taking, trouble, molestation, care.' Travelling, which is 
now undertaken for pleasure, was so conspicuous a form of toil 
and trouble that it appropriated the name. The change of 
spelling was assisted by the fact that ' traveil ' was another 
variety of spelling in early use. Thus in Ec Z*» AV 1011, ' For 
all his dayes are sorrowes, and his traveile, griefe.' The mean- 
ing was sometimes ' be weary,* as Is 40* 1 Wye. * Who forsoUie 
hopen in the Lord, sfaul chaunge strengthe, take to federes as 
of an egle ; rennen, and not travailen ; gon, and not faylen.' 
For the spelling ' travel ' for labour cf. Qosson, School* o/Abum, 
41, 1 1 burnt one candle to seek another, aud lost both mv time 
and my travell when I had doone' ; and in the sense of labour 
in childbirth, Hall, Work*, ii. 11, 'If the house of David had 
not lost all mercy and good nature, a Daughter and [of] David 
could not so neere the time of her travell have bin destitute of 
lodging in the city of David.' J. HASTINGS. 

TREASON.— This word occurs in EV only in 

1 K 16* (of Zimri) and 2K ll M = 2Ch 23" (the 
exclamation of Athaliah). In these instances it 
had better have been rendered * conspiracy,' the 
tr. of the same Heb. term (>pj5> in RV of Is 8" 
(AV 'confederacy'; for justification of the read- 
ing "VP. against Seeker,' Lowth, Lagarde, Stade, 
et al., who emend eh'p, see Cheyne, Jntrod. to Is. 
40 ; LXX has <rK\i)p5v = rrtfjj), and in A V and RV of 

2 S 15 ,a , 2 K 17 4 , Jer ll 9 , Ezk 22* Cf. the use of 
the verb vp in 1 S 22 s - », 2 S 15", 1 K 15" 16*- M , 
2K 9» 10» 12 s0 ( = 2Ch 24 ilW ) 14 w ( = 2Ch 25 s7 ) 
15». m. ». *> 21*. »« ( = 2 Ch 33"- *), 2 Ch 24", Neh 4", 
Am 7 W , in all of which both AV and RV render by 
'conspire,' 'make conspiracy,' or 'be a conspirator.' 

J. A. Sklbie. 

TREASURE, TREASURER. TREASURY.— The 
word ' treasure ' is used in EV in two distinct 
senses, which are approximately represented in 
English by * store' and ' storehouse ' respectively. 
The same ambiguity of meaning (which might be 
avoided in English by uniformly employing ' trea- 
sure ' for the one sense and ' treasury for the other, 
or by abolishing the latter term altogether and re- 
placing it by ' storehouse ' or the like) attaches to 
some of the words which in the original of the OT 
are the source of these renderings. 

(1) 'Treasure' in the sense of store usually 
stands for Heb. t^k (generally plur. nVrjpK) : of 
gold, silver, costly utensils, etc., Jos 6 U - ** (the 
vessels fonnd in Jericho [AV and RV have here 
' treasury,' which is not so suitable a tr. as ' trea- 
sure ' or ' store ']), Is 2 7 30* 45 s ( ' treasures of dark- 
ness,' i.e. concealed, hoarded treasures), Hos 13'*, 
Jer 15 13 17 5 20* 48 7 49* 51", 1 K 14* 2 K 24"*', 
perhaps also Is 39 s * *, although this should perhaps 
come under (2) ; wealth in general, Pr I5 l * 21 fc *, 
1 Ch 29 s (the contributions for the building of the 
temple [here both AV and RV have rightly ' trea- 
sure,' but, strangely enough, RV gives 'treasury' 



Digitized by 



Google 



TREASURE, TREASURER, TREASURY 



TREE 



809 



in the similar passage, Ezr a" = Neh 7 n ], called in 
1 Ch 29" jten, lit. 4 crowd,' « abundance,' AV and 
KV ' store,' cf. 2Ch 31 10 ) ; of stores of food, drink, 
etc., 1 Ch 27 s7 - ■ (AV and KV * increase'), 2 Ch 1 1 11 
(AV and KV 'store'); fig. ' treasures of wicked- 
ness' (Mic 6 10 , Pr 10 s ), 4 the fear of the Lord is his 
treasure ' (Is 33"). 

* Treasure ' stands in OT also for 1. jnh, lit. ' strength ' : Pr 15 8 , 
Elk 22*» (AV and RV in both 'treasure'). The Heb. term 
oxurs also in Is 3S«(AV 'strength,' RV 'abundance'), Jer 204 
(AV 'strength', RV 'riches'), Hr 27" (AV and RV 'riches'). 

2. pOf5 'hidden (treasure),' v' JDO 'conceal': On 43*» (of 
money hid in the sacks of Joseph's brothers), Is 45 s (treasures 
at present hidden are to become the spoil of Cyrus), Jer 41" 
(AV 'treasures,' RV 'stores,' of wheat, barley, oil, and honey 
hidden in a Held). Job 3*1 (some long for death as for hid 
treasures), Pr 2* (u isdom is to be sought for like bid treasures). 

3. The same is the meaning of D'JCJP in Dn 1143, where, 
indeed, it is possible that we ought to read 0*jS«pC. 4. rh:???, 
from -v/ pD 1 to be of use,' 'to benefit' (see below for the 
examples of its use). 6, uny (KM) or vnjf (JTefA.), in plur. 
Dn'OTPH, Is 10 18 , lit. 'the things prepared or provided for 
them,' AV and RV ' their treasures.' 8. The combination "jrlp 
Vin 'pcx? (RV ' the hidden treasures of the sand '), Dt S3", may- 
allude to the wealth derived from the manufacture of glass (see 
Driver, ad loe.). 7. P ro P- ' precious ore,' Job 222*- *• (AV in 
first 'gold,' in second 'defence,' RV in both 'treasure,' in. 
' ore '). 8. For Mai V (' a peculiar treasure ') see art. Jswil. 
9. 0'}???, Ob « (AV ' hidden things,' RV ' hidden treasures '). 

'Treasure' in NT is always $ijaavp6t except in 
Ac 8 s7 , where the word y&fa from the Persian is 
used of the treasure of queen Candace. dipavpte 
occurs in Mt 2 U (of the treasures carried by the 
magi), 6 19 -»- 21 || Lk IS*-" (of the treasures of 
earth contrasted with those of heaven ; cf. the 
treasure in heaven spoken of in Mt 19 31 II Mk lO* 1 
and Lk 18 n ), Mt 13" (the kingdom of heaven is 
like treasure hid in a held ; cf. the above OT 
passages Jer 41 8 , Job 3* 1 , Pr 2*), He 11* (' the trea- 
sures of Egypt'); fig. in 2 Co 4 7 ( 4 we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels ' ; see art. Potter, p. 
25 b ), Col 2 s ( 4 in Christ are all the treasures of 
wisdom hid '). 

(2) 4 Treasure ' or ' treasury ' in the sens*e of 
storehouse is almost always the tr. in OT of nvs 
yptt ■. Neh 10 38 (cf. 12" and Dn 1*), Mai 3 10 ( AV 
and KV 4 storehouse ') ; or, more frequently, with- 
out then?: 1 K 7" 15 ,8M «, 2 K 12' 8 14" 16 8 18> 5 , 
Jer 38 u 50 28 (fig. of Jahweh's armoury) v."(?), Dt 
32 s4 (the guilt of the heathen is sealed up in God's 
treasury till the day of retribution come ; see 
Driver, ad loc. ), 1 Ch 9* 26* »<*• **• •*• 38 28 ,:< «», 2 Ch 
S> 16*(?) 32" (cf. Ezk 28 4 ), Jl 1" (AV and KV 
•garners'), Pr 8", Neh 13'* Cf. the use of 
n^^fp in 2 Ch 32 s8 . iyiK is used fig. of God's store- 
houses for rain, snow, hail, wind, sea, in Dt 28 18 , 
Job 38 a6 ", Jer 10" 51", Ps 33 7 135 7 ; cf. the use of 
D'jw? in Job 20 s8 . 

In the king's 4 treasure house ' of Ezr 6" (k;iji rrj, 
cf. 6 1 and 7") the archives of the kingdom were 
kept. In Est 3 9 4 7 the treasury of the Persian 
king appears under the name ifon ; cf. the 
likewise Persian name tiijj in 1 Ch 28 u . 

We read of 4 treasure (KV 4 store') cities' ("iff 
in Ex l 11 [J], 1 K 9" (=2 Ch 8«), 2 Ch 8* 
17 w . For the custom of storing up provisions in 
particular cities cf. Gn 41* 8 ' K , and see an account 
of the granaries and 4 store houses ' of ancient 
Egypt in Maspero, Davm of Civilization, 284. 

For the chambers (nto? 4 ;) or cells used for storage 
purposes in the temple see next article. 

In the NT 4 treasure ' = 4 treasury ' is (a) 6t]iravp6% : 
Mt 12" II Lk 6* (the good or evil treasury of the 
heart) 13 M ('which bringeth out of his treasury 
things new and old ') ; (6) once, Mt 27 s , it is 
Kopfiavas (from Heb. |5"jp ; see Couban), 4 place of 
[sacred] gifts' ; (c) yatod>v\&Kioi> ; see next article ; 
(d) in Lk 12** ('which have neither storehouse nor 
barn ') the word for * storehouse ' is ra/Muw [in Dt 



28 8 and Pr 3 10 for the Heb. onpwj ; AV in former 
4 storehouses,' RV 4 barns,' which is adopted by 
both versions in the latter]. 

Treasurer occurs as follows. 1. Neh 12 u 4 1 
made treasurers (Hi ph. of ■»•*) over the store- 
houses' (nVnytag'Ss, AV and RV 4 treasuries '). 
2. Ezr l 8 4 MlTHREDATH the treasurer ' ; 7 al 4 1, 
Artaxerxea, make a decree to all the treasurers.' 
The term (found also in Aram., New Heb., and 
Syr.) here used is plur. Kim, a loan-word 
from the Persian ganjvar, Pehluvi ganzavar. 8. 
Dn 3 s -' Aram. «p?7| (plur. emphat.). This may 
be a by-form of the above *p?>? (so Prince), or a 
textual error for *"T?vI' ( AV and KV 4 counsellers ') 
found in vv.**- 17 i* 8 6 7 (so Graetz, Bevan, et al.). 
But it seems more likely that it is a dittography 
from the following KJIWJ. This conclusion (which 
is that of Lagarde, Nftldeke, et al. ; Driver and 
Marti leave the question open) is supported by the 
circumstance that the LXX and Theod. have only 
seven officials in place of the eight of MT. i. Is 
22", of Shebna. The Heb. term (fully discussetl 
under art. Shebna) would be letter rendered 
4 servitor* or 4 steward.' 5. Ro IB-*, where RV 
substitutes 4 treasurer ' for AV 4 chamberlain ' as 
tr. of oiKo»6/ios (see Steward). J. A. Selbie. 

TREASURY (OP TEMPLE).— The word yafodw 
X&ictor, tr. 4 treasury ' in the NT, is used in the LXX 
for the Heb. words * meaning cells or apartments 
of the temple court, in which sacred oilerings and 
utensils were kept, and in which also the priests 
dwelt. t The word is used in the Books or Mac- 
cabees of the sacred treasury in whicli not only 
public treasures were stored, but also public 
records, X as well as property belonging to widows 
and orphans. § In the inner court of Herod's 
temple there were rooms which Josephus|| repre- 
sents by yafotpuXtiKta, showing that the term had a 
wider sense than 4 treasury would suggest. In 
the NT the word is used in three places, viz. Mk 
12"-«|| Lk21 l , Jn8*. 

Josephus has it in the singular,! apparently for 
the special room in the women's court in which 
gold and silver bullion were preserved. In Jn 8* 
this sense would stand, but not so in the parallel 
passages of Mark and Luke, where the word is ap- 
parently the equivalent of the Kabbinical rfntSd, 
4 trumpets,' so called because they had the shape 
of the ram's-horn trumpet. There were thirteen 
such boxes, and they may be assumed to have been 
in the women's court, or the widow could not have 
got at them with her mite. Six out of the thirteen 
were to receive free gifts, the remaining seven being 
for distinct purposes, figured probably on the boxes. 
They were most likely placed on each side of the 
large gate which lea from the women's to the 
men's court. See Temple (Herod's), and cf. also 
art. Treasure. T. W. Da vies. 

TREE (yTi 'ez, iMpor, fi5X<w).— The Holy Land is 
not now a land of trees. Even the mountain tops 
are for the most part bare, and none of the 
primeval forests have been preserved. This very 
tact emphasizes the importance and value of trees, 
wherever they are planted or grow spontaneously. 
A large part of the trees that exist are cultivated 
for their fruits, as the palm, fig, apple, pear, 
apricot, peach, plum, banana, orange, lemon, 
citron, walnut, pistachio ; or their leaves, as the 
mulberry ; or their wood, as the pine. Solitary 
trees or small groves are planted by tombs ( 1 S 31 ,3 ) 
or on high places. From ancient times men loved 

* fifff and (Neh 31" 12" lftff) n#j. f Neh 13? 10»™.. 
J 1 Mac 14«» ; cf. Grimm, ad loe. 

} 2 Mac 3>° ; cf. Grimm, ad loc. ; 1 Mac 14«, 2 Mac 3* a 40 t u 

5W. 

I BJ v. t. 2, vi. v. 2. 1 Ant. xix. vi. 1. 
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to rest under such trees (Gn 18«- 8 , 1 S 22"). When 
the hail broke ' every tree ' in Egypt (Ex 9*), it was 
a national disaster. A fruit tree near a besieged 
city was not to be cut down (Dt 20 u ), but to be 
kept for the use of the besieged. Other trees might 
be cut (v."). 'A tree planted by watercourses' 
(Pa l 3 ) was an emblem of vigour (cf. the vision in 
Dn 4). The expression 'tree of life' (Gn 3 AS4 ) 
was afterwards applied figuratively (Pr 3 U ll 30 
13 ,a 15*). A tree is known by its fruit (Mt 12 3 *). 
Allusion is made to the great variety of trees which 
flourish in Palestine (Lv 19*, Ec 2*). Under ' the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil ' (Gn 2" 3") 
our first parents fell. Under the trees of Geth- 
seinane our Saviour accepted His Father's will ( Mt 
26 M "' t3 ). The ' tree of life ' in heaven has food and 
healing for the nations (Rev 22 s - u ). 

The trees of Palestine and Syria are tamarisk, 
orange, lemon, citron, zakkflni, Pride of India, 
jujube, maple, pistachio, terebinth, sumach, mo- 
ringa, mastich, carob, red bud, acacia, almond, 
cherry, plum, apple, pear, service tree, medlar, 
hawthorn, olive, ash, cordia, castor-oil, elm, hack- 
berry, mulberry, Jig, sycomore, plane, walnut, 
alder, hornbeam, ironwood, hazel, oak, beech, 
willow, poplar, cypress, juniper, yew, pine, cedar, 
spruce, palm. Those which are in italics are 
mentioned in EV sometimes wrongly (see artt. 
on individual trees). The chestnut (AV; RV 
plane tree) is not found in Palestine. 

G E Post 
TRESPASS-OFFERING.— See Sacrifice. 

TRIAL.— See Judge and Sanhedrin. 

TRIBE. — 

i. Terms.— In EV 'tribe' is tr. in OT of Heb. TO9 matteh 
(tvxt., tribut), ajp thibhef, or qj? chebket (f^v, tribxu), Aram. 
B3f thibhaf (evXt, tribut) ; in NT of Gr. ev\<i. AutuUevXn is 
used Ac 2B7 for ' the set of twelve tribes.' In Is 19>» thibhet is 
used of the ' tribes ' (Cbeyne 'castes,' Duhm ' nomes') of Egypt, 
and in Mt 24 30 e uXi, of ' tribes ' generally ; otherwise all these 
words are used exclusively of the tribes of Israel, except that 
thibhet is occasionally used of the subdivisions of these tribes, 
Jg 2012, i s 921, according to MT 'tribes of Benjamin'; but 
probably the sing, should be read, 'tribe of B.' [Moore, H. P. 
Smith] ; and Nu 4'» MT, 'cut not off the tribe of the families,' 
where, however, we should perhaps read 'cut not off from the 
tribe,' etc. [the text is doubtful, see LXX, Vulg.). The use of 
miUfh and thibhef for ' tribe ' is figurative, the words meaning 
originally 'rod,' 'staff,' 'sceptre,' 'branch,' etc., in which 
senses they are used in OT. Ox/, lleb. Lex. explains under 
TO? : ' tribe, orig. company led by chief with staff.' 

Maffeh as 'tribe' is found in P in the Hexateuch, in Chron. ; 
and in 1 K 7" 8', where Benzinger regards the clauses in which 
tnatfeh stands as late additions, in 81 the mat (eh -clause is absent 
from LXXU. Shibhef is common in D, is found in JE, and very 
occasionally in P (possibly only in redaotional passages), and 
occurs throughout the OT from JE to Chronicles. Giesebrecht 
(ZATW, 1881, p. 242) maintained that the name and thing 
expressed by shibhet died out before the Exile, and matteh was 
used for it after the Exile. This position is controverted bv 
Driver, Journ. PkiM. xi. 1882, p. 213f. The decision depends 
partly on the view taken as to the text, etc., of individual 
passages; current views on these points seem to admit the 
opinion that (1) shibhet occurs in post-exilic literature onlv in 
passages borrowed from pre-exihe works, or as a literary 
archaism, its use having been revived through a study of the 
earlier literature ; and that (2) there is no certain instance of 
the use of matteh for 'tribe ' before the Exile. —The use of Aram, 
words corresponding to thibhet in the sense of ' tribe ' mav be 
due to the influence of the OT.— On the terms for the sub- 
divisions of the tribe, viz. utithpahd and bith 'abh, see Family 
and below. 

ii. Origin, Nature, and History of the Tribe as a 
Social Organization. — The articles on individual 
tribes show that there are two chief theories of 
their origin. First, the biblical statements as to 
the patriarchs are understood as personal history, 
and the tribe is regarded as having arisen chiefly 
by the natural increase of the descendants of a 
son or grandson of Jacob. The descendants of eacli 
son kept together as a social group, in which, 
however, foreign slaves, wives, etc., were some- 
times included. The second theory, now more 



generally held, regards much that is said of the 
patriarchs and their children as tribal history told 
in a personal form ; cf. BENJAMIN, i. 272 b ; Judah, 
ii. 792 b . According to this view the tribes did not 
all arise as subdivisions of Israel, but Israel was 
formed, in a measure, by the aggregation of some 
of the earlier tribes. The process by which the 
complete set of tribes was formed began before the 
Conquest, and was continued afterwards. Larad 
as it invaded Palestine was a loose confederation 
of kindred tribes. These tribes had themselves 
been formed by the aggregation of smaller bodies 
or mishpahas, which were groups of families. We 
have few data as to the tribal system in the 
nomadic period ; but it would be similar to that of 
the nomadic Arabs. The unifying forces in the 
tribe, clan, etc, were the blood- bond, and the tribal 
or family cult. The blood-bond was partly real, 
partly theoretical ; it could be established by 
mutual agreement and religious ceremonies. The 
chief duties of members of a tribe were to act 
together in war, and to protect one another by 
blood -revenge. The tribes and their subdivisions 
were fluid organizations liable to combination, sub- 
division, loss oy secessions, and gain by accessions. 
Cf. W. R. Smith, Kinship, etc. 1-53, 171 ; ltS38ff. 

In the Conquest, Israel fought by tribes and 
subdivisions of tribes ; sometimes the tribes com- 
bined (Jg I s 4. 5), sometimes they acted separately 
(Jg 1 **•). In the settlement the natural tendency 
would be for each family, clan, and tribe to settle 
together in the same district (Jos 14 1 -* 18 10 ). 

It is, however, quite uncertain how far the 
tribes which we find in Canaan under the monarchy 
correspond to tribes which existed before the 
Conquest. Even where there was a real connexion, 
the name may have been changed. Thus, as the 
sons of concubines, Gad and Asher (Zilpah), Dan 
and Naphtali (Bilhah), are regarded as additions 
to Israel after the Conquest. The stories of the 
late birth of Benjamin and of the recognition of 
Ephraim and Manasseh <Gn 48 , " :3 JE) have been 
understood to mean that these three tribes were 
formed by the subdivision of Joseph after the 
Conquest. These views are partly confirmed by 
the fact that some of these tribal names are 
apparently names of places in Palestine : Asher 
(Aseru) appears as the name of a district or people 
in Galilee in inscriptions of Seti I. and Ramses II. ; 
Benjamin is * son of the right hand ' or ' south,' i.e. 
the southern district of Joseph ; and Ephraim, 
from its form (cf. Mizraim, etc.), should be a place- 
name meaning 'a fruitful land.' The discovery 
of Joseph-el (?) and Jacob-el (see Jacob, ii. p. 526°) 
in a list of places in Palestine conquered by 
Thothmes III., B.c. 1481-1440, has led to the sug- 
gestion that the tribe of Joseph assumed that 
name after its settlement in Canaan. On the 
other hand, the comparative lack of territory, and 
the insignificance of Reuben, Simeon, and Levi in 
historic times, point to the antiquity of these tribal 
names (but cf. LEVI). 

Possibly in early times the tribes of Israel were 
known as Rachel and Leah, and at some time, 
before or after the Conquest, these broke up into 
divisions, which eventually became the twelve 
tribes. 

After the Conquest the tribes became essentially 
territorial, though no doubt the theory of the 
blood-bond survived. Similarly the mishpaha came 
to mean the town, or quarter of a town, or village, 
or district. Hence the tribal name denoted a 
district, and the trine included not only the 
Israelite invaders, but also in time the natives 
whom they absorbed, or by whom they were 
nbsorbed. These tribal districts had no fixed or 
continuous political organization, and they varied 
in number or extent. The real political units 
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were the smaller communities, towns, and districts 
whose inhabitants were bound together by neigh- 
bourhood and common interests. War would unite 
a whole tribe or a number of tribes, and induce 
them to recognize a single leader, like Gideon or 
Jephthah, and to accord him a certain authority 
after he had brought the war to a successful close. 
The terra shbphet used for such leaders in Judges 
suggests that their authority was utilized to decide 
disputes too serious to be fettled by local chiefs. 
The Song of Deborah implies that, apart from 
such 'judges,' a tribe had no single head ; at any 
rate it does not mention any one in that position, 
except Deborah and Barak, but speaks of the 
•governors' (mihokikim) of Machir, 'they that 
handle the marshal's staff' (mosliekhlm beshebhct 
sophe.r) of Zebulun, and the 'princes' (a&rtm) of 
Issachar. Similarly in the times of the Judges 
and the Monarchy we read of ' elders ' of Gilead, 
Jg ll 8 ; of Israel, 1 S 4 s etc. ; of Jabesh, 1 S 11 s ; 
of Judah, 2S 19"; of the 'princes' (s&rim) of 
Gilead, Jg 10™. Normally, the highest authorities 
in the tribe were those 'elders,' probably the heads 
of the mishpdhds (B. Luther). 1 Ch 27 18 -**, which 
assigns a 'ruler' (ndghidh) or 'captain' (sar) to 
each tribe, is probably from a late post -exilic 
source (Gray, flPN pp. 185-188). Abimelech's 
kingship (Jg 9) was quite exceptional, and was 
not tribal ; he is spoken of as king of Shechem only. 

It is possible that the tribes brought with them 
into Palestine a tribal cult, and established tribal 
sanctuaries which would serve as rallying points. 
The sanctuary of Dan, at the Northern Dan (Jg 
17. 18), however, is hardly an example ; the priest, 
etc, were acquired in Palestine, nud Dan itself 
may not have been one of the original tribes; still, 
in forming a tribal sanctuary, it may have been 
imitating them. Dt 33 18 - seem to refer to a 
sanctuary of Zebulun and Issachar. Even if a 
tribe had no official sanctuary, the various high 
places promoted union and intercourse in a district. 

After the establishment of the Monarchy, as the 
power of the kings increased, the tribal names 
gradually became mere geographical expressions, 
and the districts they denoted ceased to be political 
divisions. Solomon (1 K 4 7 " 18 ) divided the land of 
Israel, with the exception of part of Judah, into 
twelve districts, which do not coincide with the 
tribal districts. In a measure, however, the tribal 
system prevailed : by the division into two king- 
doms and the disappearance or absorption of the 
weaker tribes, Judah became the Southern king- 
dom, Ephraim the Northern kingdom, and Gad 
stood for S.E. and Eastern Manasseh for N.E. 
Israel ; although the political existence of the 
other divisions of the Northern kingdom is some- 
times recognized (Is 9 31 ). The oracles on the 
tribes, the Blessing of Jacob (Gn 49), and the 
Blessing of Moses (Dt 33), come to us in their 
present form from the period of the Monarchy ; 
out they are constructed on the model of more 
ancient oracles, so that the fact that they contain 
sayings on nearly all the tribes (cf. below) does 
not show that the tribe continued a political unit 
throughout the Monarchy ; on the other hand, the 
space devoted to Judah and Joseph in Gn 49, and 
to Joseph and Gad in Dt 33, supports the view 
taken above. The section on Levi (Dt 33 8 * u ) may 
have received its present form from one of the 
Deuteronomic writers. The disappearance of the 
tribe as a political unit is further indicated by the 
silence of 2 K, etc., and especially by the fact that, 
with two exceptions, none of the numerous lists of 
Jewish families in Ezra and Neh. refer them to 
their tribes. The exceptions are Neh ll 3 *" 4 n»-» 
(in their present form very late, Guthe, SBOT, 
etc.), where, too, 'Benjamin' and 'Judah' may 
be mere names of districts. 



On the other hand, the Blessings of Jacob and of 
Moses, with Ezk 48 and such references as Ps 68 s7 
80 s , show that a strong archaic religious interest 
was taken in the ancient tribes. One result of this 
interest was the set of tribal genealogies, Gn 46 s " 71 = 
Nu 26 8 " 81 (late strata of P), 1 Ch 2-9, which partly 
expressed the recollections of ancient politics and 
geography, and partly served to connect existing 
families with the primitive tribes. Meyer (Entsteh- 
ung, 160) deduces from the statement in Ezr 2*-* 1 
that certain families could not prove Israelite 
descent, the conclusion that the rest traced their 
descent from Judah or Benjamin. The silence as to 
tribal descent, mentioned above, seems to show that 
this is an erroneous theory ; and the habit of tracing 
descent to the ancient tribes and their primitive 
clans became general only long after the Exile ; 
families which derived their ancestry from distin- 
guished men, David, Saul, etc., could of course 
name their tribe. In other cases, a family would 
determine its tribe from its home before or even 
after the Exile, and from similar circumstances. 
Hence the description of various persons in the 
Apocrypha and NT as belonging to certain tribes 
(To 1\ Jth 8 1 , 2 Mac 3*. Lk 2 s *, Ro II 1 ) can be 
accepted only in this limited sense. 

iii. Order and Grouping. — The accompanying 
Table will show that the tribes ore arranged in 
twenty different orders, only one of which, that of 
Nu 2. 7. and 10, recurs. The principles of arrange- 
ment are — 

(1) The relationship to Jacob, and his wives and 
concubines. Thus : Sons of — 

Leah : Ren., Sim., Levi, Jud., Iss., Zebulun. 

Zilpah : Gad, Asher. 

Rachel : Joseph, Benjamin. 

Bilhah : Dan, Naphtali. 
This principle, modified in some cases by others, 
determines the order in Gn 29-35, in the Blessing 
of Jacob (Gn 49), and in the lists based on the 
Blessing (Gn 46, Ex 1, Nu 1 (two). 2. 7. 10. 13. 26, 
1 Ch 2 lf 27). 

As the grouping according to wives and concu- 
bines does not correspond to any known historical 
situation after the Conquest, it must be based on 
a tradition of the circumstances of Israel before, 
or shortly after, that event. 

(2) Geographical position. This position influ- 
ences most of the lists mentioned above, and 
governs in large measure those in Nu 34, Dt 33, 
Jos 13 ff., Jg 5, 1 Ch 2*-8 (partly), 12 ; Rev 7 

Dt 27 tradition and geography have some 
influence, — witness the position of Simeon and 
Issachar ; but the chief principle seems to be that 
the tribes regarded for various reasons as more 
important are chosen to bless, and the less im- 
portant to curse. The cursing tribes belong to the 
E. and N. districts, which were carried away cap- 
tive first. 

(4) The list in Ezk 48 is based on the geography 
of the monarchy modified by the transference of 
the Eastern tribes to the West of Jordan, and by 
the ideal necessity for placing the temple about 
the middle of the country. 

In the Table on the preceding page the sons of 
the various wives, etc., are printed thus : — 

Sons of Leah, small caps., e.g. Reu. ; of Zilpah, 
ordinary type, e.g. Gad ; of Rachel, small caps, 
italic, e.g. JOS. ; Bilhah, italic, e.g. Dan, 

iv. Subdivisions of the Tribe. — The tribe was 
a confederation of mishpdhds (cf. above), RV 
' families ' ; and the mishpd/td was a group of 
households, bayith or beth 'abh (' father's house').* 
A common worship of the mishpdhd is implied in 
1 S 20*. The names of some of the mishpdhds 

• Also used of ft tribe (Nu 17"), or chief division of a tribe 

(HuS»<?» 
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(Hebronites, Nu 3" ; Hezronites, Nu 26" ; Sheche- 
niites, Nu 28 s ') show that in many cases the mish- 
pdha came to mean the inhabitants of a town or 
district. Jg 9', however, implies that in the time 
of Abimelech ben Gideon there were more than 
one mishpdha in Shechem. According to the 
oldest form of the Gideon narrative (J, Jg 6** 8 4 , 
see analysis in PB), Gideon's force consisted of 
the fighting men of the mishpdha Abiezer, who 
amounted in number to three hundred. In Ex 
12 s " * the bayith or bith 'abh is spoken of as normally 
capable of consuming a paschal lamb at one meal. 

Cf. Family, Government, Israel, Jacob, and 
articles on the separate tribes, etc. 

Lttoatum. — 8ee on Familt ; also B. Lather, 'Die Israel - 
itischen Stamme,' ZATW, 1901, Heft 1, pp. 1-78; Cornill, Uitt. 
of the People of Itrael, pp. 36-62; Steuemagel, Die Bin- 
wanderung der irr. Stdmme in Kantian, 1901; Ed. Konig, 
A'eueste Prinzipien der altteet. Kritik gepru\ft, 1905!, p. 85 It. 

W. H. Bennett. 
TRIBUTE (IN OT). — 1. 0?. The rendering 
'tribute' for this word is very misleading. Its 
meaning is collective =/oreed labourers, labour- 
gang. One of the most notable of such companies 
was the body of task -workers for the public 
service, consisting of 30,000 men, which Solomon 
(see above, p. 665*) raised by levy upon the people 
(1 K 6"»v»i 9 ,s - n ; contrast the statement in 2 Ch 
8 W -, according to which this levy was imposed only 
upon the remnant of the aboriginal inhabitants of 
Canaan). Something of the same kind appears to 
have been introduced already by David (2 S 20 34 
* Adoram was over the labour-gang,' cf. 1 K 4* 5" 
12 ,8 =2 Ch 10'*). Another familiar instance is the 
slave-gangs of Israelites in Egypt, with their over- 
seers (01? Ex 1"). Conquered populations were 
frequently subjected to forced labour : Dt 20", 
Jos 16" 17", Jg 1» *»• «■ », Is 31«, La l 3 . « Issachar 
became a slaving labour-band' (njrs?^ Gn 49" 
[J]). In Pr 12" it is said that * slothfulness [a 
slothful man] shall be put under taskwork.' In 
late Hebrew the word a? (by use of the concrete 
for the abstract) came to mean forced service, serf- 
dom. In Est 10 1 it possibly means tribute in sense 
of forced payment. 

2. In Dt 16 10 EV ' with a tribute of a freewill 
offering ' would be clearer if RVm were adopted : 
•after the measure of the,' etc. The Heb. [here 
only] is nw, common in Aram. = ' sufficiency,' and 
as adv. acc. —pro ratione. The meaning is that the 
offerer is to give according to the full measure in 
which Jahweh has blessed him in the year's harvest 
(see Driver, ad loc., and Oxf. Heb. Lex. s.v.). 

3. .t«j (loan-word from Assyr. mandattu, 'tri- 
bute'), Ezr 4 U , Neh 5*. 4. tt>| (prob. the Assyr. 
biltu, 'impost'; see Schroder, COT ii. 65 f.). 6. 
djj, prop, 'computation,' used only of the duty 
for Jahweh levied on the spoil, Nu 31"- n - *> 
[all P]. 6. up), lit. 'burden,' 2 Ch 17" (cf. 2 Ch 
24 w , Hos 8 10 ). 7. e>jy « fine,' ' indemnity,' 2 K 23 a 
(of the sum exacted by Pharooh-necho after he hod 
deposed Jehoahoz), ct. Pr 19" (A V ' punishment,' 
Rv ' penalty ). J. A. Selbie. 

TRIBUTE (IN NT).— K><roj, Lat. cen«w(Mt22", 
Mk 12"), <pbpo% (Lk 20" 23 s , Ko 13 8 - 7 ), in Mt 17 s * 
ri\n 1) Krjraos (' toll or tribute '), an annual tax levied 
on persons, houses, or lands. In all the passages 
quoted the reference is to the imperial taxes, to 
taxes paid to a prince or civil governor on behalf 
of the Roman treasury. Both xipxrot and <p!>pot 
are, properly, direct taxes. The fix*, strictly 
speaking, were taxes paid by agriculturists, the 
payment being generally made in kind, and were 
contrasted with the tA« or customs collected by 
the publicans. The word tcfyaos, again, was origin- 
ally used of the property register upon which 
taxation was calculated, and thence came to mean 



the capitation or poll tax (cf. D in Mk 12" timet- 
<pd\atoi>). In Mt 17" the word tr. « tribute' in AV 
and ' half-shekel ' in RV is the didrachnion. This 
sum every adult male Israelite had to pay to cover 
the cost of the public sacrifices at the temple. 
The 'stater' of v.* 7 was a tetrodrochmon, equal 
to a whole shekel, and therefore payment for two. 
After the destruction of Jerusalem, Vespasian 
caused the Jews to pay this didrachnion tax for 
the support of the temple of Jupiter Capitolinns 
in Rome. Nerva, though not abolishing the tax, 
made it less offensive to the Jews by dissociating 
it from this heathenish use. See Money. 

LtTRRATt'RR.— 8chfirer, HJP (1800), I. Ii 110, 254; Marquart, 
R&inuche Staattverwaltung, ii. 185 ff. Also, generally, R. Cagnat, 
Etude Hittorufue tur lei Impdts Indirect*, Paris, 1882 ; and 
Otto Hirschfeld, Untetiuchungen auj dem Gebiete der Rom. 
I erwaltung»ge$ehichU, L (down to Diocletian), Berlin, 1877. 

J. Macpherson. 
TRIBUTE MONET, to *6uurua rod rfyaov (Mt 
22'"), the coin used in payment of the imperial 
taxes. The phrase literally means ' the lawful 
money of the tax.' The tribute had to be paid in 
the current coin of the realm. See Money. 

TRIP0LI8 (h TplTokti). — A city of Syria, at which 
Demetrius Soter landed with an army when he 
wrested the kingdom from his cousin Antiochus v. 
(2 Mac 14 1 ; Ant. XII. x. 1 ). It was to Tripolis that 
Antiochus Cyzicenus retired after being defeated 
by Hyrconus (Ant. xm. x. 2). 

Tripolis was a maritime town of Phoenicia, and 
a member of the Phoenician league. Its Phoeni- 
cian name, and the date of its foundation, are 
unknown ; but it must have been founded some 
time after Aradus. Each of the principal Phoeni- 
cian cities, Tyre, Zidon, and Aradus, hod its 
separate quarter at Tripolis, and hence the name— 
' tne three cities.' Little is known of its early 
history, but, from its position near the western end 
of the ' entrance of Hamath,' it must have been a 
place of commercial importance. It was adorned 
with stately buildings Dy the Seleucids and the 
Romans, and a gymnasium was built there by 
Herod the Great (Jos. BJ I. xxi. 11). When 
Tripolis was besieged by the Arabs, most of the 
inhabitants escaped by sea, and after its capture 
it was colonized with Persians and Jews. Even in 
A.D. 1047, Nosir-i-Khusrau writes that all the 
Moslems belonged to the Shfah sect. Tripolis 
was taken by tne Crusaders (A.D. 1109), when a 
valuable library was burned. Under the Franks 
there was a large silk industry, which was destroyed 
when the place was captured by the Egyptians 
(A.D. 1289). At this time Tripolis occupied its 
original position on the seashore ; but the constant 
attacks of the Franks created such a feeling of 
insecurity that in 1366 a new town, the present 
TardbulUs, was founded about 2 miles inland, on 
higher ground on the banks of the Nahr Kadisha. 
The old town had the sea on three sides, and 
on the fourth it was protected by a wide, deep 
ditch. Hardly a trace of its great buildings 
remains; war and a succession of severe earth- 
quakes have destroyed everything. The site is 
now occupied by el-mina, the seaport of TardbulUs, 
which has a large and increasing trade. The plain 
between old and new Tripolis is still remarkable 
for the exuberant fertility which attracted the 
attention of all mediaeval pilgrims and travellers. 

C. W. Wilson. 
TROAS (Tpydj, or more correctly 'AXt^dvdptia ii 
Tpyds) was a city on the yKgean coast of Asia 
Minor, opposite the small island of Tenedos. The 
district in which it was situated was sometimes 
called as a whole Troos, and is in modern times 
generally called the Troad ; it was the north- 
western part of the land of Mysia. A city was 
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founded on the site by Antigonus, and called 
Antigonia Troas : the people of Skepsis, Cebren, 
Hamaxitus, and other towns were settled there. 
In 300 Lysimachus refounded and renamed the city 
Alexandria Troas. It was for a time under the 
dominion of the Seleucid kings of Syria ; and there 
are coins of Antiochus II. Theos (B.C. 261-246) 
struck at Troas. As Seleucid power waned, it 
gained its freedom and began to strike its own 
coinage. Many tetradrachms A AESANAPEDX with 
the head and name of Apollo Smintheus were 
coined there from about B.C. 164 to 63 ; they are 
all dated from an era whose first year was probably 
about B.C. 300, when Alexandria was founded.* 
The Pergamenian rule, under which it must have 

fiassed, was not, like the Seleucid, destructive to 
reedom ; and the same was true of the Roman 
dominion, under which the city passed in B.C. 133. 

The Romans cherished a peculiarly warm feeling towards 
Troas. on account of their Trojan origin, a legend in which 
they had come to believe thoroughly ; tneir favour for Ilium on 
the same ground is well know n. Alexandria was made a Roman 
Colonia by Augustus, under the name Colonia Augusta Alex- 
andria Troas (to which under Caracalla the titles Aurelia Anto- 
niniana were added). It possessed the jus Italieum, i.e. the 
Italian privileges in the tenure and ownership of land, along 
with immunity from poll-tax and land-tax (tmmunitas), and 
freedom from the command of the governor of the province 
(libertas). It had the ordinary colonial constitution, chief 
magistrates called duoviri, and a senate of deeuriones ; and it 
wua divided into 10 viei. Its citizens belonged to the Roman 
tribe Anicnsis(not 8ergia, as commonly stated), see Kubilschek, 
Imp. Jlom. tribut. deteript. p. 247. It became one of the 
greatest and largest cities of the north-west of Asia. In the 
coasting voyage system of ancient navigation, it was the har- 
l»ur to and from which the communication between Asia and 
Macedonia was directed (cf. Ac 16» 20», 2 Co 2"). Owing to the 
greatness of Troas and its legendary connexion with the 
foundation of Rome, the idea was actually entertained by Julius 
Cresar of transferring thither the centre of government from 
Rome (Suet. Jul. 79) ; and some similar scheme was still not 
wholly forgotten when Horace protested against it in Od. iii. 3. 
Hadrian probably visited Troas, } and it was perhaps his interest 
in it that led the wealthy and politic Herodes Atticus t to build 
there an aqueduct (the ruins of which were imposing in very 
recent times) and baths. 

Finally, that dream of the early empire may have had some 
influence on Constantine, who (as Gibbon saya), ' before he gave 
a just preference to the situation of Byzantium, had conceived 
the design of erecting the seat of empire on this celebrated 
spot, from which the Romans derived their fabulous origin.' In 
view of these fanciful but really cherished schemes, it is in- 
teresting to observe that the modern name is Eski-Stamboul, 
'Old Stambul,' while Constantinople is Stamboul simply. 

The great sanctuary of the Alexandrian 8tate was the temple 
of Apollo Smintheus, near the coast, about twelve miles south 
of the city ; it was originally in the territory of Hamaxitus, and 
Alexandria inherited the temple along with the people of that 
town. The symbol of this god was the mouse (or rat), which 
often appears on the coins of Troas. 

The route followed by St. Paul, with Silas and 
Timothy, from the Bithynian frontier near Dory- 
laion or Kotiaion, brought the party to the coast 
at Troas (Ac 16 8 " 8 ). There can be little doubt that 
this road led down the Rhyndacus valley past the 
hot springs Artemaia, sacred to Artemis, on the 
river Aisepos.§ In the Ada Philctnri (Acta Sanc- 
torum, 19 May, p. 312 ff.) the tradition (which is 
clearly older than the Acta) is recorded that the 
church at a village Poketos, between the Rhyn- 
dacus and Cyzicus, was dedicated by Paul and Silas 
when they visited Troas. This tradition probably 
relates to this journey (though it might seem not 
impossible that it relates to the visit of Paul [Silas 

* Another suggestion is that the Seleucid State era, beginning 
B.C. 312, was used at Troas ; but all the dated coins were struck 
after Troas had been included in the Pergamenian realm, and the 
use of the Seleucid era then, though possible, seems improbable. 

f The inscription, CIL iii. 4(5(1, quoted in proof by Durr 

iReixen den A. Hadrians, p. 65), affords no evidence. But 
(adrian certainly visited Ilium and probably Lesbos (per 
A Ham et insula*, Spart.) ; and Troas lay between thein. 

t Probably a.d. 132-135, when he was legatus to improve the 
condition of the free cities of Asia (Philostr. VU. Soph. I. xxv. 
13). 

} Ramsay, St. Paul the Trav. p. 197. A different theory of 
route was stated by Mr. Munro in the Geographical Journal, 
Feb. 18i)7, p. 10!) f., hut afterwards abandoned by him (Journal 
Of Hell. Studies, 1901, p. 235). 



is not mentioned] to Troas in 2 Co 2"), and em- 
bodies a belief that Paul preached in Mysia on this 
journey, conformably to which belief the Western 
reading in Ae 16* has dce\06rret rfjr Mixrlar, where 
KAB, etc., have TaptXBbvret, 'neglecting,' i.e. pass- 
ing through without preaching in Mysia (on account 
of the prohibition to evangelize the province Asia, 
of which Mysia was part, Ac 16*). Here the 
Western reading and trie local tradition seem to 
form a later and secondary interpretation, which 
tended to obscure and expel the true Lukan read- 
ing. The * open door ' at Troas (2 Co 2 U ) implies 
either that great facility for mission work was 
found in the city, or that the city was the entrance 
of a good avenue to reach the country around and 
behind (compare the similar door at Philadel- 
phia). 

Literature. — On Troas see the travels of Chandler, Fellows, 
etc., also an article in Mittheilungen d. d. Instituls zu A then, 
ix. 36 ; Choiseul Goutfler, Voyage PUtoresoue, ii. 434 ; le Bas- 
Waddington, iii. 1035-1037, 1730-1740; Wroth in Catalogus 
Dritish Museum, Coins of Troad, Aeolis, etc. ; C1G 3577-35*4 ; 
CIL iiL 884-392. \V. M. RAMSAY. 

TROGYLLIUM (IpuytiWiop).— According to the 
AV" of Ac 20", which follows cod. D, the ship in 
which St. Paul sailed, when on his way to Caesarea 
and Jerusalem at the close of his third missionary 
journey, * tarried at Trogyllium ' after touching at 
Samos, and before sailing on the following day to 
Miletus. The principal MSS (K, A, B, C) omit 
the words 'tamed at Trogyllium.' The addition 
in D was possibly founded on a tradition that 
survived in the churches of Asia, and gives a detail 
which in itself is highly probable (cf. Ramsay, St. 
Paul the Trav. p. 294). 

The promontory of Trogyllium projects from the 
mainland of Asia Minor, and overlaps the eastern 
extremity of Samos so as to form a strait less 
than a mile wide between the two promontories. 
Through this strait St. Paul sailed, and it is 
natural to suppose that the ship may have anchored 
for the night under the lee of Trogyllium, either 
because the wind had dropped, or because there 
was no moon. A little to the E. of the end of 
the promontory, not more than a mile from Samos, 
there is an anchorage still called ' St. Paul's Port ' 
(Conybeareand Uowson, Life andEpp. of St. Paul, 
xx. n.). Ramsay has pointed out (Ch. in Rom. 
Empire, 155 n.) that the voyage of St. Willibald 
is an apt illustration of that of St. Paul, and that 
his ' Strobolis on a high mountain ' is Trogyllium. 

C. W. Wilson. 

TR0PHIMU8 {Tp6<t>iuos).— One of St. Paul's com- 
panions (Ac 20*), called with Tychicus 'AffiaroL 
These two disciples, with others, travelled with 
the apostle from Macedonia to Asia, and preceded 
St. Paul to Troas in his third missionary journey. 
From thence Trophimus must have accompanied 
St. Paul to Jerusalem. Ho was an Ephesian 
(Ac 21 s ), and the riot raised against St. Paul in 
Jerusalem was made chiefly on the ground that he 
had introduced Trophimus, a Gentile, into the 
temple. The only other passage in the NT where 
his name occurs is 2 Ti 4", w-here St Paul says, 
' Trophimus I left at Miletus sick.' It is to be 
noted that St. Paul had also sent Tychicus to 
Ephesus (2 Ti 4 1S ). This must have happened alter 
St. Paul's first imprisonment. Trophimus has been 
identified with one of the companions of Titus who 
with Titus carried the 2nd Epistle to the Corin- 
thians from Ephesus to Corinth (2 Co 8 ,s -*). The 
Greek Mcnoloqy celebrates Trophimus on April 14 
with Aristarchus and Pudens, and asserts that 
they were of the Seventy, aud suffered martyrdom 
at Rome under Nero. 

(For the identification of Trophimus with the 
disciple in 2 Co 8 18 see Stanley on 2 Cor. 2nd ed. 
p. 492). H. A. Redpath. 



Digitized by Google 



TROW 



TRUMPET 



815 



TROW.— The Eng. verb to * trow ' is the same in 
origin as • true ' and * trust.' Its earliest meaning 
is to believe or trust, as Archbp. Hamilton's Cate- 
chism, xxv, * He that trowis and fermelv beleiffis 
in the sone of God, hais evirlastand lyfe, in this 
M-arld in hoip, and in the warld to cum in deid ' ; 
| also p. xxx, ' Thai suld trow the artikillis of thair 
Crede ' ; and Mandeville, Travels, 13, 1 Jesu Christus 
nascctur de Virgine Maria, et ego credo in eutn, 
that is to say, Jesu Christ shall be born of the 
Virgin Mary, and I trow in him.' But through 
degeneration the word came to signify no more 
than think or suppose, as Lk 8 M Rliem. ' Who is 
this (trow ye) that he commaundeth both the 
windes and the sea, and they obey him ? ' ; Ac 8 30 
Rhem. * Trowest thou that thou understandest the 
things which thou readest ? ' This is the meaning 
in Lk 17*, the only occurrence of the word in AV, 
* Doth he thank that servant because he did the 
things that were commanded him? I trow not' 
(oi> SokQ ; edd. and RV omit). J. Hastings. 

TRUMPET (including Feast of Trumpets and 
New Year). — Among the wind instruments of the 
Hebrews (see Music, § 2, e and /) were two, sho- 
phdr and h&zdzirah, which are variously rendered 
in AV by ' trumpet,' 'trump,' and 'cornet.' The 
more ancient of these, especially used for secular 
purposes, except in P, was the horn or shophdr 
(LaX Ktoarirt) or «4\iri-y$). The latter word is used 
by Philo, who describes the feast of the 1st of 
Tishri as the feast of the odXTtyyej (Wendland, 
Ncie.ntdecktc Fragmente Philo's, p. 11 ; Schiirer, 
UJV*\\. p. 450). 

The Heb. name isir is probably derived from a 
root meaning to be bright, in reference to the clear, 
sharp, piercing tone of the instrument. That it 
was made of horn is attested not only by the tradi- 
tion of the synagogue, but also by the interchange 
between "i^r and pj> ('horn') ; see Jos 6 4-8 . As, 
moreover, the word 'yjVCram,' whence 'Jubilee,' 
see Sabbatical Year) is often associated with 
shophdr, the original instrument was probably 
made of a ram's horn (cf. Nowack, Heb. Arch. l. 
277). Some authorities suggest that possibly in 
later times an instrument of similar shape was 
made of metal (Benzinger, Heb. Arch. 277 ; Kirk- 
patrick on Ps 98 s etc.). The modern synagogue, 
which still uses the shophdr in the months of Elul 
and Tishri, preferentially employs the ram's horn, 
but the Mishna (Rosh Hashana iii. 2) permits the 
use of the horn of any (clean) animal >xcc/>t the 
cow. Driver {Joel and Amos, p. 144) defines the 
biblical shophdr, however, as ' the curved horn of 
a cow or ram.' The Mishna (ib. § 3) specially men- 
tions the straight horn of the ibex as used in the 
temple. The common crook form is pictured in 
vol. ii. p. 462, but Asiatic Jews prefer spiral forms 
similar to the trumpets of the Hindu priests. 
Among the exhibits at the Anglo-Jewish Exhibi- 
tion (1887, Catalogue, p. 97, beautifully illustrated 
by Frank Haes, Edition de Luxe) was one from 
Aden, made from the splendid horn of the koodoo 
(cf. F. L. Cohen, Jewish Chronicle, Sept. 1, 1899, 
p. 25). Thus the shophdr, though preferentially 
made in Western lands of the ram's born, may be 
constructed of the horn of any sheep, goat, or ante- 
lope, growing separately from its core, and it 
' varies in shape from absolute straightness through 
a gradual curve to the spiral.' The crook is pre- 
ferred, not, as modern Jewish homilists hold, for 
symbolical reasons, but ' because of the same 
acoustic effects consequent on such a curve, as 
decided the form of the ancient Roman cavalry 
trumpet, or the modern saxophone. The trumpet 
of the Roman cavalry was, indued, only a large 
shophdr, elegantly fashioned in bronze (Cohen, 
ib.). 



The ancient preferential use of the ram's horn was streng- 
thened by the association of the Day of the Trumpet (1st of 
Tishri) in later Jewish ritual with the narrative of the offering 
of Isaac (On 22". The whole chapter is read in the synagogues 
on the 2nd of Tishri, and references to the incident abound in 
the ritual of the festival). The horns now used are sometimes 
carved, and adorned with golden crowns and Hebrew inscrip- 
tions, but no metallic attachment is permitted at the mouth- 
piece (Shulehan Arueh, Orach Chayim, | 535 ff. For an ex- 
cellent account of the construction of the shophdr, with 
illustrations, see O. Adler, Proceedings of the U.S. Museum, 
xvi. 287-301 ; Reports, 1802, 437-450 ; 1899, p. 548). 

As in the modern synagogue, so in the Bible, the 
shophdr is associated (together with certain special 
offerings, Nu 29 s **) with the feast held on the new 
moon (see NEW Moon) of the seventh month. 
This feast is an addition to the Calendar of the 
Feasts in P (Lv 2S a " a , Nu 29 1 " 6 ). ' In the seventh 
month, on the first day of the month, shall be a 
solemn rest unto you (•'ynp pi?!), a memorial of 
blowing of trumpets' (Lv 23*'). 4 It is a/np tf', a 
day of blowing of trumpets unto you.' Thus the 
precise instrument is not named in the Hebrew 
(LXX has aa\rlyyuy in Lev., whence the plural 
1 trumpets ' in A V. The synagogue uses only one 
instrument. In Num. the LXX has simply TjiUpo. 
orineurlat — 4 a day of signalling '), but the shophdr 
is obviously intended, for the term tlr&ah, though 
also used of the hdzozlrah ( Nu 10 s ) and the cymbal 
(Ps 150 s ), is connected with the shophdr in several 
passages (see esp. Lv 25", a passage on which the 
Mishna rightly relies). The exact musical notes 
intended are unknown ; indeed the rude horn has 
no precise note, and various examples not only 
differ in this respect from one another, but from 
one and the same shophdr very different effects are 
produceable. Greater attention was probably paid 
to rhythm and length than to the actual musical 
sounds, and this is still the case. * Any sound is 
satisfactory,' runs the Rabbinical prescript, but 
tradition confesses itself unable to be more pre- 
cise. In the Bible various terms are used : 
(whence the term yipa Ezk 7" for 1 trumpet,' and 
the New Heb. tikiah for a note on the same instru- 
ment) to smite, hence to produce a sharp, clear 
note ; wp to draw out or prolong (whence perhaps 
the tekiah gidolah, or great ttkiah of the modern 
synagogue ; cf., however, Is 27 13 ) ; and \TVS (whence 
tne biblical tiruah) to produce a trembling, vibra- 
tory note, or a series of quick blasts. 

The Rabbinical ritual, unable to identify the biblical notes, 
resort bed three sounds : the simple tt , ';lah, the t&ruah produced 
y vibrating the lips and not the shophdr, and the sMburim or 
three short broken notes. The ba'al tokiah, who blows the 
shophdr, utters the benediction, ' Blessed art thou O Lord our 
Ooa, King of the Universe, who hast sanctified us by thy com- 
mandments and commanded us to hear the sound of the 
shophdr.' The number of distinct notes varies in different 
rites (from 30 to 100). A whole section of the musaph or 
additional service of the Day of the Trumpet is known as 
the shophdrdth (Mishna, Jtosh Hashana, iv. 6) ; it consists of a 
collection of scriptural passages in which the shophdr is men- 
tioned (see Singer, Authorized Daily Prayer-Book, p. 252 ; and 
on the New Year Liturgy, Priedniann in JQR i. 62). These 
passages refer chiefly to the giving of the Law at Sinai and to 
the future redemption, and the association of the shophdr with 
the latter event often occurs in the NT (' Last trump,' 1 Co 15 s2 ; 
cf. lTh 4'«, Mt 2431, 2Es 6» and Is 27", Zee 9"). Thus the 
shophar plays its part not only in the biblical feast, but also in 
the general scheme of the later New Year celebrations. 

The festival has, from early Rabbinical times, been known as 
njf B Vth (New Year ; see Time), fntfn ov (' Day of Memorial' ; 
cf. Lv 23"), and fnn oV (' Day of Judgment '). The festival has 
been spiritualized into a solemn day of self-introspection, and 
the shophdr is regarded as a signal, calling to inner and outward 
repentance. 

In anticipation of the feast itself, the shophar is with this 
object sounded in many synagogues throughout the previous 
month Elul, moming and evening, with the exception of the 
Sabbaths. (If the 1st of Tishri happen to fall on a Saturday, 
the shophdr is not sounded, except in certain Reformed Jewish 
congregations. In the temple the shophdr was of course 
sounded on the Sabbath). So, too, after the festival, the 
shophdr is sounded (among the Sephardic Jews) on the 7th 
day of Tabernacles (Ifosha'ana Rabba) during the seven circuits 
of the palms. This last act completes the penitentiary cycle, 
which includes the Day of Atonement. The whole period is 
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the moat solemn in the modern Jewish Calendar, and it it 
noteworthy that Rabbinical Judaism hat in this case, as in 
several others, developed the biblical prescriptions in a purely 
spiritual direction. One of the finest sections in Maimonides' 
Code (Mithneh Torah) is the section on Penitence 
' return 'X in which the ideas of a sense of sin, regret, and 
practical amendment are, on the basis of Rabbinical concep- 
tions, combined into a remarkable and beautiful whole. It 
should be added that the m-py or binding of Isaac on the 
altar plays in the liturgy of the synagogue for the New Year 
a role in some, though not in the most characteristic aspects 
not unlike that of the Crucifixion in the theology and liturgy 
of the Christian Church. 

The other uses of the shophdr are not easily dis- 
criminated from those of the h&zdzcrah, and the 
two instruments mnst be considered in conjunc- 
tion. The h&zozirah differed from the shophdr 
in shape (see vol. iii. p. 462 f.), being nearly a 
yard long, a straight slender tube with a slight 
expansion at the mouth and a bell-shaped end 
(Jos. Ant. ill. xii. 6 ; so Arch of Titus ana Coins). 
It also differed in material, as it was made of 
metal (' beaten silver,' Nu 10 2 ). The h&zozirah 
was the sacred clarion, and was closely connected 
(mostly in P and Chron.) with the later temple 
service ns described in Chronicles. It was a more 
musical instrument than the shophdr, and was used 
almost exclusively by the priests. As a secular 
instrument, the hOzozirah is mentioned in Hos 5 s , 
together with the shophdr, as used to signal the 
approach of an invading army. * Previously to 
the Exile,' says Cheyne (ad loc.), 'the cornet 
(shopliur) and the trumpet (h&zozirah) were prob- 
ably different names for the same instrument, as 
the Law (Nu lO 1 ' 10 31») prescribes the use of the 
silver trumpet in coses when, according to the 
prophetic and historical books, the cornet or 
shophdr was used. In writings of post-captivity 
origin (Ps 9S 8 , 1 Ch 15", 2 Ch 15") they appear to 
represent different instruments, or rather slightly 
different varieties of the same instrument.' Per- 
haps in 2 K ll u the h&zozirah is a secular instru- 
ment (so Oxford Hebrew Lex. p. 348). Mostly it 
was the shophdr that was used in war as a signal 
either for assembly (Jg 3", 2 S 20 1 ), attack, or 
retreat (2 S 2 s8 ). We cannot tell whether it was 
the shophdr or h&zozirah that is referred to often 
in the Books of the Maccabees {e.g. 1 Mac 3 W 
crdXavyf, 4 40 ' trumpeted with trumpets of signals,' 
5 31 etc.). The watchman blew the shophdr to 
raise an alarm or to indicate impending danger 
(Am 3", Jer 6 1 , Ezk 33«), and Moore (on Jg 6") 
renders shophdr by ' war-horn.' In the narrative 
of Gideon (Jg7 1( ) there seems a large supply of horns 
in the camp, but in v. 8 it is expressly saia that the 
troops that were sent home left their horns with 
Gideon, thus enabling him to furnish each of his 
300 men with a shophdr (see Moore, Judges, p. 
20311'.). In the Jubilee year the shophdr was 
sounded on the 10th of Tishri as a signal (Lv 25" 
P), and this may lie the origin of the synagogue 
usage to sound the shophdr on the conclusion of 
the Day of Atonement. Possibly, however, this 
is connected with the custom of sounding a 
trumpet (lidzozirah) in the temple at the begin- 
ning and end of the Sabbath (T. Jerus. Shabbath 
xvii. 16a; Bab. Shabbath 356 ; Jos. Ant. IV. 
ix. 12 : ' the top of the Pastophoria, where one of 
the priests usually stood and gave a signal before- 
hand in the evening with a trumpet at the begin- 
ning of every seventh day [Friday evening], as 
also in the evening when the sabbath day was 
finished, giving notice to the people when they 
were to leave off work, and when they were to go 
to work again '). 

Reverting to Bible times, a blast of trumpets 
announced an important event such as a royal 
accession (1 K 1**- " the shophdr is named, but the 
h&zozirah in 2 K ll 14 ), ana the popular joy was 
aided in the same manner on other occasions (2 S 



6 1 *, cf. Ps 47 s ). Liturgically, the hdzdzcrah was 
the priestly instrument par excellence (the Levi tea 
had several other instruments). The silver trumpets 
were blown at the beginning of each month (Nu 
10 10 ), but the shophdr on the New Moon of Tishri 
(see Kirk pa trick's notes on Ps 81). 

The Talmud (Mishna, loc. eit.\ Talm. Bab. Roth Hashana 
286) explains that the silver trumpets were not omitted on the 
1st of Tishri, but that betide* these a thophar (of straight ibex 
horn with a golden mouthpiece— an addition unlawful except in 
the temple) was sounded, its notes being made to predominate 
over the t nun pets. 

The silver trumpets were sounded at the daily 
burnt-offering (2 Ch 29*-*, Nu 10'- *■ '•), and at the ! 
three pauses in the singing of the daily psalms 
(a later introduction) three blasts (nine in all) were 
sounded from the silver trumpets, and the people 
fell down and worshipped (2 Ch 29" etc.). There 
seem to have been 7 trumpets in the Levitical 
orchestra (so Biichler, ZATW, 1899, p. 329, on 
basis of 1 Ch 15* Neh 12"). On the prostration 
as signalled by the trumpets see also Sir 50'*- " ; 
Mishna, Tanud vii. 3. Trumpets were also used 
on semi-religious occasions of joy, and particularly 
at the Ceremony of the Water-Drawing at the 
Feast of Tabernacles (Mishna, Succuh v. 4), a 
ceremony which is very ancient, and may even 
underlie Is 12». L Abrahams. 

TRU8T. — See Faith. 

TRUTH. — The usage of Holy Scripture in respect 
to words expressive of the idea of * truth,' in its 
broadest signification, is a point of considerable 
interest and importance. The study of it illustrates 
the influence of Hebrew training upon the writers 
of NT, and brings into relief characteristics of the 
ethical and religious thought both of OT and NT 
which are full of profound instruction. 

i. The Old Testament.— The verb — from 
which and ."u/djj, the words with which we are 
principally concerned, are derived — signilies to 
support, sustain. 

In the Qal it is used of a nurse carrying a child (Nu ll w , 
2 8 4*, Ru 4'«), and more generally of those who have the 
charge of rearing children (2 K 10'-», Is 49», Est SP); in the 
Niphal, of those who are carried (Is 60*). Again of that which 
is firmly founded, as ' a lure house ' (1 8 2» 25**, 1 K ll», and 
cf. 2 8 7>«X of a firmly fixed nail (Is 22 s *- »), of national stability 
and prosperity (2 Ch 20*>, Is 7>) ; of that which continues long 
(Dt 28»); of waters that are unfailing (Is 83", Jer 16") ; of 
Samuel established as a prophet (1 S 8*) ; of words being estab- 
lished— i.e. verified — , God's words through His prophets (1 Ch 
1723.24, 2 Ch 1» 6", Hos 6»), and of the word of men (On 42*X 
and, in a remarkable passage, of those who have a character for 
uttering sentiments that are true, showing knowledge of human 
life and its laws, etc. (Job 12*) \ lastly, in a distinctly ethical 
sense, of one trustworthy in ordinary human relations (Pr 11» 
26" 27 s , Neh IS 1 ', Is 8 s ), or unswerving in his loyalty to Jehovah 
(Ps 7&*T), faithful in the fulfilment of a trust divinely com- 
mitted (Nu 127, 1 8 2* 22") ; also of God's faithfulness (Is 40* 
55>. Jer 42», Dt 7», Ps Iff 89* 93» 1117). 

The Hiphil has the sense to put confidence in. to believe, either 
specific declarations of Oo§ or of man (Gn 16« 45*. Is &S 1 , Jon 3 s 
etc.), or persons, again either God (Dt I s *. 2 Ch 2C* 1 etr.) or man 
(Jg 11», 2 Ch 32'» etc). Comp. also Job 39" of putting con- 
fidence in the wild ox, and Job 4" 15" of God, ' He putteth no 
trust In his holy ones,' and Job 16* 1 'to trust in vanity.' It is 
also used absol. Is 7* 28" etc. There are more special applica- 
tions at Dt 28*5, Job 24= SO". 

The noun njtjk a pillar (2 K 18") Illustrates clearly the 
signification of the root For the ethical idea connected with it 
we have analogies in \i3)made firm, fixed, hence morally directed 
aright, stedjatt ; and 3*r. (Aram.) itabU, true ; cf. 3J". (Aram.) 
to make firm, and Heb. arnn to station onetelf. 

The senses in which nj'ox is used correspond on 
the whole very closely with those of the verb, and 
so, to a considerable extent, do those of ncx. The 
former word, however, sometimes has a purely 
physical meaning : this the latter never has, while 
(unlike the former) it is also used to describe a 
quality of speech or thought in a manner not 
distinguishable from that in which the term ' truth ' 
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commonly is among ourselves. In the following 
analysis the two words will be taken together; 
this is most convenient, because their meanings 
overlap. But references to the former are printed 
in thick type. 

1. Steadiness, Ex 17" (on the construction tee Ges.-K. f 141*). 

2. A set, or fixed, office, or perhaps a (rust (as KVm in some 
places), 1 Ch V* 38. 2 Ch 31" ". 

3. Loyalty to obligation* and engagement*, uprightness, 
honest dealing, as between man and man, Jg 9"- )•• IB , Pa ST*, 
Jer 6 ] -3 ; perhaps also On 42". njK in this sense is frequently 
joined with ifn, kindness or mercy— so in On 24« 47 s ", Jos 
212. M, Pr 33 ]0B (cf. also Pr 2033, included under headings 6 and 
0, for their conjunction as Divine attributes. For the general 
purport of the combination see the latter place). 

4. Honesty and fidelity in respect to a charge committed to 
one, 3 K 12" 22<, S Ch 31" 34", Neh 7*. 

6. Justice in a specific sense, that which is in accordance with 
rights, Hos 4*. Dn 8". So also Pr 1217 (• he that uttereth truth 
= declare th what is Just"). Similarly Jar 7*. Is 59*. As a 
quality of judges and kings, 2 Ch 19", Ex IS", Esk 188, p r 
20*» 29". This characteristic is emphatically applied to the 
government of the Messianic king, Is 11», Ps 45«, Is 16» 42». 

6. Of a state of true national well-being, which would be 
specially realized in the promised times, frequently coupled 
with 'peace.' As the Heb. for 'peace' implies health, sound- 
ness, so that for 'truth ' implies stability. But the word ' truth ' 
may also, from its associations, suggest a condition in which 
justice prevails in all social relations (Is 33", Ps 86" 11, Jer 83*), 
also 'peace of truth,' i.e. 'assured peace,' Jer 14", and more 
generally 2 K 20", Is 398, Est 9», Zee 8". ". 

7. Faithfulness to Ood, as shown by seal for His worship, the 
avoidance of the worship of false gods, and diligence in keeping 
all His commandments. Justice between man and man is 
included, because He ordains it. Sometimes it is difficult to say 
whether most stress is laid on one or another part of this 
complex idea. The reference, however, seems, considering all 
the associations of the word, to be most often to the faithfulness 
shown in outward conduct, even in the phrase ' in truth * ; other 
expressions in the same contexts refer to inward sincerity, Jos 
24", Jer 2» (cf. • children that will not deal falsely,' Is 63") 4«, 
Ps 11930 (cf. v.»), 2 Ch 81» 32», 1 8 12", 1 K 2* 8», 2 K 20», Is 10». 
Yet at Ps 146", Is 481 'in truths sincerely, in contrast with 
hypocrisy. Cf. also Ps 51«. The expression ' I have walked ' 
or ' I will walk in thy truth ' (Ps 26* 86") may on the whole 
most probably belong to this heading; that is to say, 'Thy 
truth 'may mean the faithfulness (towards Thee) which Thou 
hast appointed. But ' walking in God's truth ' might also 
possibly mean 'walking in reliance on God's faithfulness.' 

8. Confidence, trust, Hah t* ; probably, however, the meaning 
here also is 'faithfulness' (BVm), in which case this passage 
should be placed under 3. 

9. As a Divine attribute ; (a) God's constancy to His people, 
the .faithful^** with which He had fulfilled or would fulfil His 
covenant with Abraham and bis descendants or with David 
(On 24% Hos 2i» » Mic 7*>, Ps 891- *■ »• a.».84.ss. *» ftp 1006 
1151 1174 uott in. !*)). ftUw f n regard to all who serve Him 
(On 32", Ps 25" 80" 40". 11 64« 673- " 71» 86" 83" 9V 10S« 1388 
1431- 8, Pr 1483, is 3818. UV It is also recognized that alike in the 
case of the nation (La 388- 8s, Neh 983), and of the individual (Ps 
11B 79 X calamities do not prove that Ood has failed in faithfulness. 
We meet, also, with the prayer or wish that God may show His 
truth (2 S 2> 1580, Ps 617). i n the great majority of the passages, 
bo" far given under this head, iprj ' mercy ' is coupled with ' truth. ' 
These two words are doubtless to a certain extent comple- 
mentary, the one as expressive of a free compassion and favour 
which is ever fresh, the other of a fidelity to promises. But 
there is a danger of pressing this contrast too far, as Wendt 
seems to do, SK, 1883, p. 620. When society was less organized 
and rigbu could be less easily enforced and were even less 
determinate, the spirit of mercy was often required to dictate 
the doing of truth (or justice). Moreover, love is at all times 
the true motive for the doing • justice, and no other is 
likely to suffice if it be a question of justice in those many 
relations of life with which law cannot interfere ; while at the 
same time the action of true love must ever be controlled by 
the law of justice. This applies where the two words are 
conjoined in speaking of human action (see above. No. 8). 
But so, also, the thought that God's truth proceeded from 
His mere goodness is frequently suggested in OT, and, on 
Uie other hand, that His mercy is an exhibition of His truth. 
God's own love is closely associated with His righteousness 
(comp. the usage of the word pi» in OT ; see also Ps 62"). 
Some other combinations should be compared, esp. ' the light 
of God's countenance,' i.e. His favour and ' his truth 1 (Ps 
253 433) 'his righteousness' and 'his truth' (Ps 40", Zee 8»; 
cf. also D t 3*). 

(6) Truth seems also to be contemplated more generally as 
one of the great elements in God's character. Ex 348, p» ays 
lift 90 - He is the true Ood, as contrasted with the false gods 
who are but lying vanities (Ps 31»- «, 2 Ch 153, and Jer 10", where 
* the living God r is a parallel expression). Hence His works are 
wrought in faithfulness. Ps S8*-» 1117 198 69", la 25). His 
commandments also are true in that they are firmly established, 
that they are not subject to change, that those who olwerve 
them will certainly be rewarded, and those wha transgress them 
punished, Ps 119*, 119>*3. ")■ >», Neh 9", Pr 11", Is 01». 
VOL. IV.— 52 



10. Of the utterances of prophets (1 K 17*4 22", 2 Ch 18", 
Is 438, Jer 26>3 28V) ; of a vision that does not mislead, Dn 8» io>. 
' The writing of truth ' Is the book of destiny, Dn 1081 ; cf. IV. 

11. Truth, in the sense in which we commonly employ the 
term, for the agreement between language and facte whatever 
these may be ; I K 1W», 2 Ch 9», Dt is" 17* 22», Jer 9», Ps 158 
(' in his heart ' here should be * with his heart,' i.e. cordially, 
gladly), Pr 12" I486 2281. 

12. Divine revelation (Mai 28, Dn 9>3) ; or that true philosophy, 
that knowledge of the order of the world and of life, to which 
the wise have in fuller or less measure attained (Pr 87 238* 
Kc 12)0) ; with this last sense cf . the use of the verb at Job 1280. 

{The noun ]D% occurs in sing, at Dt 328°, and in pi. at Pr 13>" 
14« 208, Is 263 i n Mnse ' faithfulness,' to which Ps 12' 31» should 
perhaps be added (so RVm) ; but in these two passages it may 
be pass, partlc. of Qal, and mean ' the faithful ' (so KV). j£k 
in Is 25) is taken in same sense, but the phrase of which it forms 
part is thus rendered difficult, and the pointing may be wrong. 
On JDK see AMU J. 

In the case of both words it is easy in the vast 
majority of instances to trace the connexion with 
the signification of the root, which, ethically re- 
garded, conveys the notion of constancy, stead- 
fastness, faithfulness. But there are secondary 
meanings, and the precise train of ideas by which 
these were reached cannot be considered certain. 
Thus truth in the sense of civil justice — to which, 
in some passages at least, it approximates — may 
be derived from the general notion of faithfulness, 
and with this — when it is a question of a social 
state in which justice prevails — the notion of 
stability, which brings us still nearer to the original 
meaning of the root, may be united. Since not 
merely nrg but n;)D£ is used in this way, some such 
explanation seems on the whole the most likely. 
Yet it may also be supposed that justice in giving 
or procuring judgment is called truth, simply as 
being in agreement with the facts. The same 
view of tnitlr may also, with even more proba- 
bility, be suggested, when it is predicated of 
speech or of thought. Nevertheless, the origin 
even of this application may have lain in the 
circumstance that truth-speaking is part of the 
character of a faithful man ; or again, the inten- 
tion may have been to describe words that are 
well founded, based upon facts, and therefore firm. 
This idea of an underlying reality may probably 
be traced in the use of the term to describe God s 
revealed will, or the knowledge of the wise. It 
may not be unnecessary to add a caution that we 
must not so insist on giving effect to the force of 
the root as to exclude other ideas which may have 
entered in the course of the history of the word, 
and thus to limit the range of its meaning. a 

Moreover, the various senses of a word, even 
after they have once been differentiated by custom, 
may act aud react upon one another in their further 
use. And thus there can be little doubt that the 
conception formed of religious nnd intellectual 
truth must have been more or less affected by 
the various associations of the term which had 
come to be employed to designate it. In particular, 
the contemplation of truth as an attribute of the 
Divine nature and operations must in devout and 
reflective minds have promoted a comprehensive 
and profound view of the quality. It will be 
important to bear this in mind when we pass on 
to consider the meaning of ' truth ' in the NT. 
First, however, we must briefly notice the usage 
of the LXX, whereby the Greek language itself, 
which the NT writers were to use, was in a measure 
re-minted. 

The verb pa— to pass over the ptcp. of Qal, 
meaning 'a nurse,' or having kindred significations 
to this — is represented by rurroDf (Niph.), wiffTtdtw 
(Niph. and Hiph.), xUrrw Ix* 1 " (Niph.), *-c<rros <Tvcu, 
or ptcp. wiffrbt (Niph.). .ijick 20 times by tUtm 
and once adjectivally by wierrbt, 22 times by 
dX-AOeia (20 of these being in the Psalms, 8 in Ft 
88 (89) alone: the other two are 2 Ch 19". Is 11"), 
twice by iXndwoi (Is 25 1 29*). nrt} in nearly four- 
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fifths of the passages in which it occurs is rendered 
hy AXtyeta, 12 times by iXnOivit, a few times by 
dXijfliJt and aXndis, 12 times by iiKaioaifif or dUatot, 
and once by iXcnftocrtirn. 

The difference in the treatment of nyo* and rntt 
shows a sense, which is up to a certain point 
correct, of the difference between them in mean- 
ing. One of the most instructive points, however, 
in connexion with our present subject is the prac- 
tice of the LXX in regard to the rendering of the 
former word. Broadly shaking, riant or riarfc 
is used where it is a Question of human character 
or conduct, iMfleta and its derivatives with refer- 
ence to Divine. 

TUrrit is, however, attributed to God once, aco. to Q m s, at La 
3V ; the adverbial phrase it r/rrn is also used a few times ot 
God, Ps 82 (83)*, Hos 2*>, Jer 36 (28)» 39(32)«, and the epithet 
nrrit is applied to God, Dt 7 s 82*. and to the Divine testimony, 
covenant, etc., Ps 18 (19)7 88 (89)« 110 (11 1)7, Is 551. i, 
is used in a charge to judges, 2 Ch It*', i\r,&i.< of human char- 
acter, Neh 72 ; a few other similar instances might be given ; 
ix(,8u» is used for njiSK at Is 11 s to describe an attribute of the 
Messianic king. It niay be further noted here that r/mf is 
only once used to render n^K with reference to God, and there 
only in the phrase i» wirru (Jer 81 (32)«). almf at Pr 14» refers, 
according U> LXX, to men. 

The idea of ' faithfulness ' is, as a matter of fact, 
very prominent in OT in connexion with the 
Divine character, and is undoubtedly conveyed by 
the word nyo*, used of God, and from this point of 
view would have been best represented by riant or 
riarit. But the LXX translators seem to have felt 
that the ordinary associations with these words 
were too purely human. dXi)0«a was a word of 
larger meaning, and, though the same ideas were 
not connected with it by reason of its derivation 
and history, it conveyed, even according to classical 
usage, — though especially, of course, that of the 
philosophical writers, — the notion, not simply of 
agreement between speech and fact, but of reality. 
This helped to make the word serviceable as a ren- 
dering alike of npa>i and of rr^t. At the same time, 
the new contexts into which it was brought could 
not fail to have an cflect upon its signification. 
Its former use could scarcely make intelligible such 
expressions, for instance, as i^arorriWtip dX-^detav 
(Ps 42 (43) 3 55 (57) s ), or nwv dXi)0«ar (said of God 
Gn 47 M etc., and of men Jos 2 U etc.). It is not, 
however, to be supposed that the translators either 
intended, or would have been able, to transfer to 
d\i)0fta all the associations of the original words. 
But it acquired a connotation which was partly 
the result of its classical usage — for on this side, 
also, the biblical use received enrichment — partly 
of the Hebrew words for which it now stood. 
Lastly, the occurrence of ij iX-f/deia repeatedly in 
books of the Apocrypha, in remarkable sayings, in 
the sense in which we have met with rn* two or 
three times in the Sapiential books of the Canon, 
for the sum of true knowledge, or Divine revela- 
tion, deserves to be noticed. E.g. see 1 Es 3 U 4 M - 4l , 
Sir 4 s5 - 28 . 

The use of dX?/0i}r and iXnOZt in LXX need not 
detain us ; there is nothing in the case of either that 
calls for special remark, with the exception that 
once the former is applied as an epithet of a man. 
But the use of &Xr/0irjt must be examined. The 
effect of the termination -ivot is to draw attention, 
as it were, to the presence of the quality denoted 
by the root, in that to which the epithet is applied. 
Sometimes aXyOivjs does not practically imply more 
than iXijO^t with a certain amount of emphasis on 
it, e.g. 3(1)K 10". But in other places &Xy6ivjs 
signifies in a more specific manner that the thing 
is what it professes to be, or that it really corre- 
sponds to the idea of the name given to it. This 
seems to be the force of the word at 2 Ch 15 s — * for 
a long while there was in Israel no God who was 
truly such.' But this sense is not common in 
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I. XX. Again, it expresses the notion of trust- 
worthiness as an attribute of persons, or of their 
habitual words and deeds. Evidently, this imports 
something deeper than simply the truth of a 
particular saying or report can. This appears to 
be the commonest meaning in the LXX, and we can 
trace in this the influence of the Hebrew {e.g. Ps 18 
( 19) * 85 (86) u , Is 59*, Jer 2 21 ). In Zee 8»— eX^^rro. 
i) 'ItpowraXjin rI>Xit ij &Xn6uri) — there is not specially 
the idea of trustworthiness, but it is asserted that 
the character of Jerusalem should be that of a city 
full of truth. 

ii. Thk New Testament.— In NT the concep- 
tion of * truth,' while it retains traces of its previous 
biblical history, is greatly enlarged and deepened, 
especially in the writings of St. Paul and St. John. 
It will be most convenient and instructive to 
examine the idea separately, in the first instance, 
in different writers or groups of writings. The 
Synoptics and Acts will form one such group, j 
which will not detain us long. Next, we will take 
the Epp. of St. Paul. Epistles other than those of 
St. Paul and St. John may most suitably be con- 
sidered immediately after those of St. Paul, as 
their usage resembles his, on the whole, most 
nearly. Lastly, we will take the Johannine writ- 
ings ; the idea of truth in these, or, to speak more 
accurately, in the Gospel and the Epp., has im- 

Eortant elements in common with that in St. Paul, 
ut there are also significant traits characteristic 
of each writer. 

1. Synoptic* and Act*. — The few instances ot the occurrence 
ot iAVitfim and its congeners have little that is distinctive about 
them. It will suffice to notice (a) the use of iXr.fc.< to describe 
character, not simply speech or doctrine, Mt 221* = Mk 12'*; 
(b) W ixr,di.<t: and ±>.nt)£ e in the mouth of Christ (Lk 4» 
12**), where it may be compared with His use of 'A,u« », and is 
probably a Greek equivalent for that word, and doubtless is 
intended to convey the same earnestness of asseveration ; (c) r» 
iXtiBitit, of the true riches (Lk 16"), where we cannot but be 
reminded of the use of ikntini! in regard to the true bread, light, 
etc., in the Fourth Gospel, which must be considered presently. 

We do not find in this group of writings any examples of nrrtt 
used of God or Christ, or of r.'rrw as a Divine attribute. 

2. Epp. of St. PaiU.-l. There are two passages (Ro 87 15*) in 
which iiXr.SutL signifies the Divine characteristic of fidelity, just 
as riTK and ."!}V3*t so frequently do in OT. In the context of the 
former place, vv>', nrtn as an attribute of God, and the 
contrast between it and human irirrim should be observed, 
also that between »XnKt and ^turrit, kM.»u* and ^lirux, and 
that which is implied between iXiSuu and iiucim. At the 
same time there is ground for Cromer's remark, that the sub- 
stitution of iXtiDu* for wimi as the argument proceeds, show* 
that ikl.B. is the word of larger meaning. 

wirrii is strikingly used by St. Paul as an epithet of God in 
connexion with the thought of the new pledges which God has 
given in Christ and through the mouth of His servants and ihe 
work of the Spirit. See esp. 1 Co 1», 1 Th 5**, also (where the 
reference may be more general), 1 Co 10", 2 Th 3 «, 2 Ti 2". The 
same quality of fidelity and trustworthiness is attributed, it 
would seem, to Christ at 2 Co 11">, where the apostle c.aimi 
that this iXtiB. Xpirrtv is reflected in himself, Christ's servant. 
Cf. also Ro 0>, and consider as illustrating the thought 2 Co 
li**>. At Eph »*0»f i«Ti» iXi.Sn* i» «. 'Im^S has a some- 
what different force (see below). 

ii. But far more commonly generally with the def. art 

Ereflxed, denotes not a quality of a person, Divine or human, 
lit a body of doctrine, though it is always the ascertained 
will of God which is so designated. In Ro l 1 *- 38 2*» it relcrs 
to Divine truth, imparted to man through reason and conscience 
and the laws of nature, as well as in a more specific manner to the 
Jews. But far more often St. Paul describes thereby the Divine 
revelation in Christ, the substance of the apostolic message, the 
gospel. 8ee esp. Eph If, where 'the word of the truth' is 
placed in apposition with ' the gospel of your salvation.' See 
also 1 Ti 3>» 8», 2 Ti 21* « 3» 4«, Tit V*. in all which places ' the 
truth ' Is plainly contemplated as in some sense formulated. It 
is to be lielieved (2 Th 2'2- "X known (1 Ti 2* 4*. 2 Ti 2®, Tit 1>X 
loved (2 Th 2 10 ). On comparing these passages it must be evi- 
dent that i iXi.B. r. tlmyy. (Gal 2 s - >*, Col 1») likewise means not 
the truthfulness of the gospel, but ' that truth which is set forth 
in the gospel.' At 2 Co 4* 13" also ' the truth ' seems to have 
the same meaning. 

In several passages where the def. art. is omitted, this same 
object appears to be intended, and the purpose of the omission 
is only to lav special stress upon its character as truth (2 Co G, 
Gal 57, 2 Th 213, 1 Ti 2», 2 Ti 2» 37). At 1 Ti 27 also— 
i9,i» i> T.rru amj iXnUt.'a— the rlrrit and the ixf.Ou* seem each 
to lie the 6ubject-matter of St. Paul's teaching presented under 
two different aspects. So, again, at Eph 4 s ! there is plainly a 
reference to knowledge that has been imparted in the words, 
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' Ye did not «© learn Christ if so be that ye heard him, and 
were taught in him, even as truth is in Jesus.' But the moral 
characteristics and content* and effect* of the doctrine appear 
clearly from the context. St. Paul declares that the true 
reception of it must render it impossible for them to practise 
■ins that were common among the Gentiles. And he goes on to 
speak of the old man as, on the other hand, ' waxing corrupt 
after the lusts of deceit,' while truth is one of the determining 
principles of the whole nature of the new man : * After God ' he 
' hath been created in righteousness and holiness of truth.' 

The ethical qualities of * the truth ' may be not less forcibly 
illustrated from some of the passages enumeiated above in 
which the def. art. is used. 'The truth' commends itself not 
merely to the intellect but to the conscience of man, by what it 
is (2 Co 4 s ). The principle that is most directly adverse to it 
is *ti*im (Ro 2", 2 Th 2'* 12), the very same that is contrasted 
with tucMMfim as an attribute of God (Bo S 6 ). The strength of 
the apostle and his fellow-workers lies solely in the power which 
is inherent in that which they teach by virtue of its nature 
(2 Co 13 s ), and the sense of this* lays them under the obligation 
to practise the utmost sincerity in word and deed (2 Co 4 s 
6- 138). 

iii. As might be expected from what we have already seen, 
St. Paul shows a high sense of the value of tnith as an ordinary 
human virtue (1 Co 6* 2 Co 7>« 128, Eph i*> 5» 8». 1 Ti V). 

iv. iXnBiiis occurs but once in the Epp. of St. Paul, at ITh 1», 
as an epithet of God. It marks out the God who is reallv God 
in contrast with false gods. (Cf. in LXX 2 Ch 153 and Is 0518). 

3. EpUtUt other than thote r>f St. Paul and St. John.— 
•Ahitu* occurs 7 limes in this group (He 10*. Ja I»" 8" 6»», 1 P 
1*2, 2 P 1>* 2«), and appears in every instance to mean, as in 2 ii. 
above, the doctrine delivered by the apostles of Christ. Several 
of the same characteristics of this ' truth ' might be illustrated 
from them. The Divine attribute of ' faithfulness ' is asserted in 
1 P 419, not only, as in OT or as by St. Paul, in regard to those 
who have been brought into a new relation to God ' in Christ,' 
but still more largely in the unique and remarkable phrase 

wirnt «t.Vni(. 

Before we pass on we must note the use in Ep. to Heb. of 
iXnSntf in regard to the heavenly archetypes of the tabernacle 
and sanctuary of the old covenant (8* 92*). At 1022, where it is 
applied to tutphi*, it* force may be expressed by ' thoroughly 
true ' (cf. Is 383, and see below 4 iii.). 

4. The Johannine writing*.— i. 'AXiBum is used a few times 
for a simple quality inherent in a person (Jn 4 s * 21 8** ; there 
does not seem to be any other clear instance). 

ii. Most commonly that is signified by it, the knowledge of 
which is of all knowledge the most necessary for man, and which 
was made known in and through Christ in a way that it never 
had been before. The connexion between ' the word ' that is 
taught and ' the truth ' appears 8*>. 32 and 1717, and the evangelist 
declares that ' the truth came through Jesus Christ ' (1"). 

A portion of it only could be communicated by Christ to His 
disciples during His time on earth, because they were un- 
prepared to receive it. And it can never be fully comprised in 
any formulas. Nothing could show this more clearly than its 
identification with a person— with Christ Himself (Jn 14»). 
Moreover, it evidently has intimate relations with the ideas of 
' the light' and ' the life' by which He is also described. The 
manifestation of the truth gives light; the inward appropria- 
tion of it brings life. After the withdrawal of the visible 
presence of Christ it was to be the office of the other Paraclete, 
who was promised, to teach the truth (Jn 1613). He is called 
•the 8pint of the Truth' (Jn 14" 1628 ie«, 1 Jn 4«), chiefly, 
perhaps, because of this function which He is to discharge, but 
partly also, it may be, on account of its very nature ; for the 
spiritual is pre-eminently the true, the real (cf. Jn 423- 24). It is 
even said of the Spirit, os well as of the Christ, that He is ' the 
Truth ' (1 Jn 6"). Yet His relation to the Truth as revealed in 
Christ is carefully denned (Jn 16«-'«). 

The truth has been and is commended through testimony,— 
that of the Baptist (Jn 533), that of Christ Himself (8« ia37) ; 
and the testimony is believed by those in whom there is a right 
in.iral disposition (16. cf. also 8«). The function of the Spirit, 
too, is described as 'bearing witness' (1 Jn 67). His witness 
must be primarily inward, to the human spirit ; yet it is to be 
remembered that He acts upon each individual not only directly, 
but through others, and through the whole Body of Christ. 

If a certain moral aptitude is a condition for receiving the 
truth, so also, when received, it has profound moral effects. It 
makes free (Jn 8 s2 ). The recognition of the truth and conformity 
to it brings man's being into the state meant for it ; the discords 
and contradictions involved in a state of sin are removed. This 
freedom is described from another point of view as holiness 

In 1 John the truth in action and thought and character is 
contrasted with viciousness in conduct and hollow self-com- 

Elacency (1 Jn 1«- * 2* 8i»). But even in such passages the truth 
not to be thought of merely as a quality, the presence or 
absence of which in human characters may lie noted. Bather it 
is the same truth which is elsewhere regarded as an object of 
knowledge, considered here in its practical consequences. The 
unity of thought, the prevalence of the same dominant ideas, 
throughout the Johannine Gospel and Epp., are decisive for 
this view. Ami indeed we can sometimes mark the more 
absolute and the more concrete meanings of truth passing, as it 
were, the one into the other, as in 1 Jn 2*, where it is implied 
that the commandments of Christ furnish the norm for truth of 
life. Again, where we observe similarity with OT language, — 
as in Jn 1'* W (cf. "Ipn Joined with rcpM and TlfOtt Ps 40" 8510 



etc., in LXX ixiu n«i ixi.B.), and ratii ri.t mi.nCu%; 1 Jn 18 (cf. 
Neh 933 etc.),— though the form of expression has doubtlcw 
been derived thence, other considerations must also be bomo in 
mind in determining the meaning. Indeed in the former of 
these examples the substitution of x*M for 'ixu; employed by 
LXX should worn us to do this, as Cremcr points out. 

iii. ' A?.rft.«c, which occurs but 5 times in the remainder of NT, 
is common in the Johannine writings, and odds materially to 
the prominence of the idea of truth in them. It is unquestion- 
ably used sometimes in the Gospel and First Ep. to signify that 
a thing truly corresponds to the idea of the name given to it 
(J 11 1»4'2» 6>* 151, 1 Jn 2'). Some writers try to bring all the 
applications of it under this head. Thus Jn 72*— !m» «a.k0i»k 
• riu.-i.Kt ut—ia explained by Bp. Westcott as meaning 'one 
who completely satisfies the conception of a sender . . . God is 
described as true, not merely in so far as He gave a true message, 
but as one who really sent a messenger ; a real Father, as it 
were, sending a real Son.' [He 10*2 i\nBi>H< xaftimt- he renders 
' a heart which fulfils the ideal office of the heart 'J. But such a 
thought seems in many cases too far-fetched. In particular, 
when applied to persons, it is more natural to take iXiVim to 
mean ' full of the quality of ixi.Butt.' Where it is an epithet of 
(Jn 8i«) or of n*fn^u (lff»), it is a little more difficult to 
decide between the two views of its force, chiefly because they so 
nearly approximate. Judgment or testimony, which fulfils the 
idea expressed by the term, must be judgment or testimony 
which has the quality of, and corresponds with, truth. Yet the 
latter explanation is to be preferred as the simpler. This seems 
to be the force of the word in all the 10 places in which it occurs 
in the Apocalypse (37- 1* 0'<> HP 10? 10*- <*• " 21* 228), in which it is 
generally combined with other adjectives — kytt, e.uiK, wirrit 
— and used to describe God or Christ, or the Divine ways, 
words, Judgments. ' AXr.Oitis in this use of the word differs from 
mm* only in having a somewhat larger meaning. On the 
other hand, at 1 Jn 5*°, in the concluding words of the verse, 
iZrn trot • iXrfint; ' the true God,' has the same meaning 
as at 1 Th l 9 (see above, 2 iv.), viz. as distinguished from false 
gods ; and this may therefore be the meaning of *X%Bi>tt in the 
two preceding cases in the same verse, though the other shade 
of meaning would seem natural, especially in the second of 
them. 

Whereas, then, in OT ' truth ' is mainly thought 
of as a quality inherent in God or in men, especi- 
ally the quality of steadfastness or fidelity, it is 
used commonly in NT in a more detached and 
larger sense for the real, that which indeed is, and 
which it is the proper function of the mind of man 
to occupy itself with and to apprehend. At the 
same time, this ' truth ' does not appeal solely to 
the intellect. That it may he received, the moral 
dispositions of men must correspond with it; and 
its reception will further take effect upon char- 
acter. In conforming himself to it in' his life lies 
man's only security for well-heing. The associa- 
tions which the word had acquired through OT 
usage helped to secure for the conception those 
elements to which this deep moral and religious 
significance is due. 

It appears, further, that the knowledge of the 
truth in its fulness has heen rendered (wssible only 
through Divine revelation. The idea of revelation 
was no new one ; hut it is a point of great import- 
ance, not only that the contents of revelation 
should have lieen greatly extended, hut that what 
hefore was known simply as the Will of God, or 
as Torah (Instruction), should now be called by 
the name which denoted agreement between state- 
ment and fact in common matters, or between a 
mental image and an external object, the opposite 
of illusion, fancy, or mere opinion. We have seen 
the beginnings of such a use of the term in a few 
instances in the later books of OT and in the 
Apocrypha, and Greek modes of thought may in 
a measure have facilitated it. The significance of 
the usage in NT lies in the actual application of it 
to the Christian revelation and in its frequency. 
Finally, after the idea has been abstracted and 
made comprehensive, it is once again connected 
with persons. The source of it, in this fuller 
meaning of the term, is found in the Divine 
nature, in the Father, in Christ, in the Holy 
Spirit. 

Unless we impugn the historical trustworthi- 
ness of the Fourth Gospel, that presentation of 
the idea of truth which is characteristic of NT 
begins with the teaching of Christ Himself. St. 
Paul, however, would seem to have acquired hia 
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view of it rather from the effect on his mind of 
faith in Christ than directly from any of His 
sayings. And in the case of St. John, too, it was 
doubtless the impression left upon him by the 
Person of the Lord which led him to perceive the 
meaning and power of the words on this subject 
which he has recorded. They and their fellow- 
believers felt that in the doctrine of Christ, and 
in the character and counsel of God, manifested 
in the Person and the life, death, and resurrec- 
tion of Christ, they had been permitted to grasp 
that which is substantial and abiding, and to 
which the name ' the true ' belongs of right, in 
a way that it does to nothing else. But a 
standard of reality had thus also been furnished 
them, of which the effect may be seen in that 
transparent sincerity of temper and high estimate 
of the value of ordinary truthfulness which they 
show, and which is the more noteworthy by 
reason of the contrast which it offers with the 
usual tendencies both of Oriental and of Greek 
character. 

The term ' the truth,' as applied to Divine 
revelation, has in later generations been sometimes 
vulgarized, and often employed with too little 
sense of its ethical associations. On the other 
hand, the study of Nature and the study of 
History have in our own day, in consequence of 
the thoroughness and the improved methods with 
which they have been pursued, supplied a high 
ideal of intellectual truth. In the NT attention is 
undoubtedly fixed primarily on moral and spiritual 
truth, which in large degree rests upon evidence 
that is specially appropriate to it. Vet the spirit 
of the NT is favourable to the vigorous and fear- 
less application to religious knowledge of the same 
tests, so far as it is amenable to them, as to other 
branches of knowledge ; while a large conception 
of truth is suggested to the mind, which must 
embrace facts of every order, alike those which 
are known through sensible experience and that 
deeper reality in which even these must have their 
ground. 

It cannot but be interesting to those whose 
mother-tongue is English that the word 'truth' 
has much the same range of meaning as the biblical 
terms which we have been considering ; whereas 
in German die Treue has been kept to the mean- 
ing of constancy, and die Wahrhext denotes agree- 
ment between statement, or thought, and fact, and 
in the Romance languages the distinction between 
fides and Veritas is maintained in the words derived 
from them. 

Literature.— H. G. Hoelemann, Bibelrtiidicn, i. 1801 ; H. H. 
Wendt, ' Der Gebrauch d. Worker ixi.Sum, k\ifii,<. und Umtnit 
im Neuen Testament*, ' SK, 1883, also InhaU d. Lehre Jesu. 1890, 

F>. 199 ff. ; Cremer, Wurterbuch d. XeuUet GrdeUat, t.v. 1893 
Wendt appears to the present writer to force OT associations 
too much on passages of NT, forgetting the powerful new 
influences that were at work. On the other hand, Cremer 
makes a little too much, perhaps, of the analogies of classical 
usage] ; Westcott, Gonpel of St. John, Introduction, p. xlivff. ; 
Hort, The Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

V. H. Stanton. 
TRY PR/EN A (Tptf^uro). — In Ro 16" St. Paul 
salutes two women, Tryphsena and Tryphosa, 'who 
labour in the Lord.' The names occur in Inscrip- 
tions of the Household, CIL vi. 4866, D. M. I 
VARIA • TRYPHOSA | PATRON A • ET | M. 
EPPIVS • CLEMENS | : 5035 D. M. | TRY- 
PHAENA I VALERIA • TRYPHAENA I MATRP 
B M F- ET | VALERIVS • FVTIANVS : 5343 
TELESPHORVS • ET • TRYPHAENA and 
others. 

The name Trypluena has a further interest in 
Christian tradition which may be shortly referred to. 
In the Acts of Paul and Thecla a considerable part at 
Pisidian An tioch is played by a wealthy lady who is 
called ' the queen Tryphsena.' For the existence of 
this person there is historical authority. A coin of 



Pontns is known having on the obverse BASIABQS 
nOABMONOZ, on the reverse BASIAI22H2 TPT+- 
AINHZ. This Tryphama was daughter of Polemou, 
king of part of Lycaonia and Cilicia, wife of Cotys 
king of Thrace, and mother again of Polemon king 
of Pontus. She was great-granddaughter of Marcus 
Antonius, and consequently first cousin once re- 
moved of the emperor Claudius. She belonged to 
a family of great wealth and high repute in the 
eastern part of the empire which provided tribu- 
tary kings for many of the small principalities 
there existing. We know that her son Polemon 
became a Jew, and it is very probable that Try- 
phsena may have belonged to that class of devout 
and honourable women mentioned in Ac 13 s * (see 
also Hogarth, Authority and Archaeology, p. 391). 

Literature. — Lightfoot, Phiiippiant, p. 175 ff. ; San day - 
Head lam, Roman*, p. 428 ; A. von Gutschmid, Kleine Sehri/ten, 
iL 866; Mommsen, Epp. Epig. L 270 ff., ii. 269 ff.; Ramsay, 
Church and the Roman Empire, p. 382. 

A. C. Hkadlam. 
TRYPHON (Tpi^w»-).— An officer of Alexander 
Balas, who, after the death of the latter, took 
advantage of the unpopularity of Demetrius to 
put forward Antiochus, the son of Balas, as a 
claimant to the throne ( 1 Mac 1 l a ). His real aim, 
however, was to gain the crown for himself, and 
this he accomplished after he had murdered in 
succession Jonathan the Maccabee (12 s8 "* ) and 
Antiochus (13* ,f -). His rapacity led Simon to 
appeal to Demetrius (13* 4 ). The latter was organ- 
izing an expedition against Tryphon when he was 
himself made prisoner by ARSACES (14 1 '*). In the 
end Antiochus Sidetes, the brother of Demetrius, 
attacked Tryphon, besieged him in Dor, and pur- 
sued him when he escaped thence to Orthesia 
( I510-1*. «-»)_ Tryphon was finally shut up in 
Apamea, where he committed suicide (Strabo, p. 
688; Jos. Ant. XIII. vii. 2; A pp. Syr. 68). See, 
further, art. MACCABEES; and cf. Schurer, HJP I. 
i. 176, 246 ff. 

TRYPHOSA.— See Trvpii^na. 

TUBAL (Saw and Sjb ; LXX Q&pe\, A in Ezk 39' 
96/3ep).— A people in Asia Minor, always (except 
in Is 66 18 [MT], Ps 120°) named along with 
Meshech. Lagarde (Ges. Abhandl. 254) identi- 
fied the latter with the Moschi, and Tubal with 
the Tibareni, and this has been generally accepted. 
The Tibareni are mentioned by Herodotus (iii. 94, 
vii. 78), and are known to have dwelt east of the 
Thermodon in the mountainous district to the 
S.E. of the Black Sea. They are the Tabal of the 
Assyr. inscriptions (cf. Schrader, Keilinschr. «. 
Geschichisforsch. 155 ff., KA T* 82ff. [COT i. 64 ff.] ; 
Del. Parodies, 250 f.; Halevy, 193 If.; Ed. Meyer, 
i. 245). In Gn 10» [P]= 1 Ch l 8 Tubal is a son of 
Japheth ; in Is 66 19 [LXX] Meshech and Tubal are 
associated with Javan as distant peoples ; in Ezk 
32 !l8 they appear as peoples who have suffered 



among 

is me that I sojourn with Meshech [LXX otuot Gri 
1) rapoucla uov iuaicpijrOi), ' woe is me that my sojourn 
is prolonged,' translating -,cc], that I dwell beside 
the tents of Kedar'), Meshech and Kedar stand 
as types of savage peoples ; as we say, 4 it could 
not be worse among Turks and heathen * (Duhm, 
ad loc.). 

See, further, next article. J. A. Selbie. 

TUBAL-CAIN (pa Sjw). — One of the sons of 
Lamech, and brother of Jabal and Jubal, Gn 
4 s2 [J J. The MT (Vrpi ntfru ehfrtj *V>), which is 
certainly corrupt, might possibly (although inn in 
the sense of 'cutting instrument' is a difficulty) 
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mean 'the forger of every catting instrument of 
copper and iron.' It is likely, however, that rifcfr 
was originally a marginal gloss to inn (Olshausen, 
Ball) or to |:p (Holzinger, Gunkel), and that the 
words '3|« n;n ma (cf. vv. 20 - 21 ) have dropped out 
before The rendering would then be * he was 
the father of all such as forge copper and iron.' 
The LXX (04/3«X" koI f/v <rc^vpoK6xoi, x<*Xtei>j x a ^- K °v 
Kal atS^pov) supports the view of Wellh. (L'omp. 2 
305), which has found general acceptance, that the 
name Vjw alone stood in the original text, this 
Tubal being the heron eponymus of the Tibarenian 
metal-workers (cf. Ezk 28 13 and the preceding 
art.), and that j:p, the generic name for 'smith/ 
was afterwards added. The double name Tubal - 
coin would thus have its analogues in such com- 
binations as Jahweh - Elohim. Against Budde's 
reconstruction {Urgeschichte, 137 f.) of the text, 
which makes Lantech instead of Tubal -cain the 
subject of 'ji ehh, see Dillm. and Holzinger, ad 
loc. Cheyne (Encyclopedia Biblica, i. col. 626 f.) 
suggests that Tubal is ' a pale form of the god 
of the solar fire, Gibil or Nusku,' and that in 
the earliest form of the Heb. legend he was the 
instructor of men in the art of getting fire. 

J. A. Selbie. 

TUBIAS, TUBIENI.— See Tob. 

TURPENTINE TREE.— Only Sir 24" AV (B 
repiuivOot, KA TtptBivdot) ' As the turpentine tree 
[KV ' terebinth '] 1 [sc. Wisdom] stretched out my 
branches.' The Syr. has mrrm rhododaphne, i.e. 
the oleander, which appears to be an unfortunate 
guess of the translator, who did not understand 
the Heb. n^s (?) ; so Kyssel in Kautzsch's Apokr. 
ad loc. See, further, art. Tkrebinth. 

TURTLE, TURTLE DOYE ("An tor, rpvy<br, 
turtur). — The Latin name of this bird is a re- 
duplication of the Heb., and both refer to its well- 
known note. There are three species in Palestine 
and Syria, Turtur auritus, L., the true turtle dove, 
T. risorius, L., the collared turtle dove, and T. 
Senegalensis, L., the Egyptian turtle dove. The 
collared species is the largest, reaching 13 in. in 
length, and is found principally about the Dead Sea 
and in the Jordan Valley. It is an Indian species. 
It derives its name from a narrow black collar 
at the back of the neck. The palm or Egyptian 
turtle dove is smaller, being about 10 in. long. It 
is more widely distributed than the last species, 
but not as much so as the following. It also has a 
black collar. It nests by preference in palm trees, 
whence one of its names. The common turtle 
dove is not only general in distribution, but very 
abundant. It is about 12 in. long, and has 3 
oblique coloured bands at the side of the neck. 
The Scripture references in the older books are to 
the bird as a substitute for the pigeon in sacrifice 
(Gn 15 9 , Lv 5 7 etc., Nu 6 10 ; cf. Lk 2 s4 ). The 
plaintive note and unresisting habits of the turtle 
dove are probably the characteristics alluded to 
by a psalmist, when he pleads that the gentle 
turtle dove shall not be delivered to the cruelties 
of the wicked (Ps 74"). Its voice is the harbinger 
of spring (Ca 2"). Its migrations are also alluded 
to (Jer 8 7 ). The above references would apply 
equally to any or all of the species. The palm 
turtle could have been used for sacrifice in the 
wilderness ; the collared turtle would have served 
in the plains of Moab ; while the common turtle 
would be found in all parts of the land. The 
common Arab, name for the turtle dove is terghull. 
It is also called sulstd, dubsi, and j'dkhit. There 
is the usual uncertainty as to the specific value of 
these names. " G. E. Post. 

TUTOR.— Gal 4 J only, 'The heir ... is under 



tutors and guardians,' i.e. asRV, ' under guardians 
and stewards,' Gr. vrb iwirpbrovi Kal oUopbuovt (cf. 
Lightfoot, ad loc). In its oldest use 'tutor' (Old 
Fr. tuteur; Lat. tutor a protector, from tueor 
to protect) means protector or guardian. Thus 
Fletcher, Double Marriage, v. 1 — 

' I'll have mine own power here, 
Mine own authority ; I need no tutor.' 

The word still has this sense in Scots law : Free- 
man, Norman Conquest, v. 252, ' The guardian— 
the tutor in Scottish phrase— of the orphans and 
their land.' Cf. Knox, Hist. 423, ' Now when we 
are at our full maturitie, shall we be brought back 
to the state of Pupils, and bee put under '1 utory ? ' 

J. Hastings. 
TWELYE.— See Number, vol. iii. p. 563*. 

TWIN BROTHERS See Dioscuri. 

TYCHICUS (Texucot), classed with Trophimus as 
'koiavol, i.e. natives of Asia (Ac 20*). They were, 
with other disciples, St. Paul's companions in 
travel from Macedonia as far as to Asia, and 
preceded him to Troas. Tychicus is mentioned 
four times in the Epistles of St. Paul. In Eph 
03i. a g t p au ] 8a y Si « That ye also may know my 
affairs and how I do, Tychicus, the beloved brother 
and faithful minister in the Lord, shall make 
known to you all things : whom I have sent unto 
you for this very purpose, that ye may know our 
state, and that he may comfort your hearts.' He 
was therefore the bearer of the letter to its destina- 
tion, whatever that may have been. Tychicus 
had the same charge entrusted to him bv St. Paul, 
a prisoner at Rome, in carrying the Epistle to the 
Colossians (4 7 - 8 ), where he is called, in addition to 
the titles given above, St. Paul's ' fellow-servant in 
the Lord.' From 2 Ti 4^ it appears that Tychicus 
was sent on a second occasion to Ephesus, most prob- 
ably after St. Paul's first imprisonment at Rome. 
At this time his old companion Trophimus was 
close by » at Miletus sick ' (2 Ti 4'*). St. Paul also 
speaks of sending Tychicus or Artemas to Titus 
(Tit 3 12 ) to Crete, and says that when he does, 
Titus is to ' give diligence to come unto him to 
Nicopolis.' * He may have been the other disciple 
(2 Co 8 M ) with Trophimus (see Trophimus) who 
carried the 2nd Epistle to the Corinthians from 
Ephesus to Corinth. One tradition makes Tychicus 
bishop of Chalcedon in Bithynia. In the Greek 
Menology (Dec. 9) he is said to have been bishop 
of Colophon after Sosthenes, and to have suffered 
martyrdom for the Christian faith. 

H. A. Redpath. 

TYRANNUS (Ttfparros) is mentioned only in Ac 
19*. When St. Paul, after spending three months 
in addressing himself to the Jews of Ephesus, 
using the synagogue for his place of preaching, 
found them determinedly hostile, he withdrew his 
adherents from the synagogue and began ' reason- 
ing daily in the school of Tyrannus' (k*6' ^uipav 
8ia\cy5fievos iv -tq <rx°*D 'ivpawov). The passage is 
enigmatical in its extreme brevity ; but it may 
have been addressed to readers who were more 
familiar with the situation than we are. 

The word axoMi, rendered ' school ' in AV and 
RV, means leisure, and is frequently applied to 
the learned leisure of the contemplative or philo- 
sophic life as contrasted with the life of politics or 
business ; hence it is frequently used to denote 
the written treatises produced in the philosopher's 
cultured leisure, or the lessons or lectures which he 
gives to pupils ; and, finally, it is often applied, as 
here, to the place or building or room in which 
such lessons were given. Some such locality, 
already U6ed for lecturing or teaching, was pro- 

•This was previous to the writing of the 2nd Epistle to 
Timothy. 
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cured for the use of St. Paul when the synagogue 
ceased to be suitable. When we attempt to go 
beyond this, we find that the ditliculties are many. 
The very reading is uncertain ; and the difference 
is of the utmost importance for the sense. 

(1) The reading which we have quoted follows the 
text of the great MSS KAB (supported by many 
secondary authorities). It might be possible that 
the writer should designate in this bare way a 
school which belonged to a private individual, 
Tyrannus, otherwise unme.itioned in the work, and 
necessarily obscure to all except his own contem- 
poraries in Ephesus. A case which presents a 
remarkable analogy occurs in Juvenal, vii. 40, 
where a rich patron puts at the disposal of his 
humble poet-friend * the house of Maculo' (Macu- 
lonis cedes),* a disused house in a remote part of 
Rome, which for some reason was fa l.iliar to the 
Roman public whom Juvenal addressed. But the 
illustration proves that this meaning cannot be 
accepted in Ac 19*. There is not the remotest 
probability that the writer of Acts was addressing 
an Ephesum audience, to whom 'the school of 
Tyrannus,' an obscure place belonging to a private 
person, was familiar. The only other possible 
interpretation of this text is that ' the school of 
Tyrannus ' was a public building in Ephesus, which 
could thus be described by its stereotyped name.f 
It would then be necessary to understand that St. 
Paul, as a teacher of a new philosophy, lectured 
publicly in this building. It is well known that 
philosophical teachers commonly gave lectures or 
held discussions in this public fashion in buildings 
or localities freely open to the whole population, 
as Socrates and St. Paul held disputations in the 
Athenian agora, as the Stoics lectured in the Stoa 
Poekile and the Academics in the Academy. The 
custom is in keeping with the extreme openness 
and publicity of life in Greece or Italy, which was 
such that a schoolmaster is represented in a 
Pompeian wall-painting as holding classes in the 
open forum. Habitual use of a public building 
could hardly be made except with permission 
granted by the city or the magistrate charged 
with surveillance of the building (probably the 
agoranomos, corresponding to the Latin cedilis). 
Now, although St. Paul was evidently regarded 
not unkindly by magistrates and leading men in 
Ephesus (cf. Ac 19 31- yet it would be surprising 
that he should be accorded such formal public 
recognition ; and it seems quite out of harmony 
with the general character of Pauline teaching 
that he should have accepted such a position, for 
recognition by a public official or body implies 
some submission to conditions and sacrifice of 
freedom. St. Paul's address to the Ephesian 
elders is far from suggesting any such legalized 
method of address during the period of his Ephe- 
sian ministry (Ac 20 18 -"). Hence. the almost unani- 
mous opinion of scholars has rightly rejected the 
view that Tyrannus' school was a public building. 
Yet it seems necessary in that case also to reject 
the reading of NAB, etc. (adopted in KV), and 
return to the text of ' Western ' type which ap- 
pears in AV. 

(2) This text in its various forms differs only 
by adding a word or words after the reading of 
KAB, etc.J The common reading adds rtvit after 

* This is the MSS reading. Many editors follow the scholiast, 
who evidently had maculosai. 

t The origin of the name would of course be obscure to us, 
on this view : it would be in keeping w ith Greek city life if 
Tyrannus was the donor, who built the tchola and presented it 
to the city. 

I Blans in his edition of the Western (Roman) Text, Leipzig 
18SW, prefers the reading ri xa-J ipiptt, following D: his 
reason is perhaps that this is characteristically Attic. He also 
strangely denies that the Western reading' contained mci 
(though he accepted this in his earlier edition), in spite of the 
strong consensus of Western authorities for it 



TYRANNUS 



Tvp&rpov : an exclusively and characteristically 
Western reading adds also drd &pat ■Ktuxrtfl fwt 
dtKirrjt. ' The school of a certain Tyrannus' must 
be a private, not a public, building or place ; 
Tyrannus was either a teacher who ordinarily 
used it, or the private owner who granted the 
use of it whether for hire or free. In the latter | 
case the situation would be similar to that in the I 
passage just quoted from Juvenal, according to 
the reading of the scholiast and many editors : 
the patron grants to his literary friend the use of 
a poor old house belonging to himself. A certain 
individual named Tyrannus might on this inter- 
pretation have permitted St. Paul to use or to hire 
a scliola which belonged to him : rutin explains and 
apologizes for the mention of an unknown person. 
There can be no doubt that goodwill to St. Paul 
must have been entertained by the person who 
allowed him the use of this school. Even if he 
hired it, we may be sure that no actively hostile 
owner would have let it to him. 

But the Bezan addition 'from the fifth to the 
tenth hour' strongly favours the interpretation 
that Tyrannus was a teacher or philosopher, who 
also used the schola. It was then obviously neces- 
sary to make some arrangement as to hours : 
Tyrannus continued to use the schola during the 
early hours of the day, while St. Paul used it from 
one hour before noon till two hours before sunset. 
This partition of the day is an interesting point, 
and true to ancient life. The customary time for 
teaching in Gneco-Roman life began very early, 
probably soon after sunrise. Juvenal in his usual 
exaggerating way describes the teacher as already 
in school at work before sunris? by artificial light 
(vii. 222) ; * and it is established by many passages 
that the fifth hour was the usual time for stopping 
all work and business (Martial, iv. 8. 3, pranaiitm 
being eaten between the fifth hour and noon). 
Thus the school would be vacated by Tyrannus at 
the fifth hour, and was then at the disposal of St. | 
Paul till the tenth. 

The full Western text establishes the meaning 
of an otherwise very obscure passage, and gives a 
natural and satisfactory sense. The shortest text 
implies a sense that is either un-Lukan or im- 
probable. There seems no reason why the Western 
addition should be made, while there was con- 
siderable temptation to allow the words of the 
Western text to drop out, as they seemed quite 
unimportant to 3rd cent, students. These con- 
siderations make it probable that the full Western 
reading is the true Lnkan text, and that part of 
the true text was lost from many authorities. We 
cannot think that both the long and the short read- 
ings are original Lukan (as Blass and others hold). 

The possibility that Tyrannus may have been a Jew has been 
favourably regarded by some scholars. But this seems dis- 
tinctly improbable. If Tyrannus was an unconverted Jew, he 
would have almost certainly been unfavourable, if not actively 
hostile, to Paul ; and he would have been most unlikely to 
facilitate the apostle's work, especially as by doing so he would 
have incurred the strong dislike of his own people. Tho 
sequence of thought in the verse, ' he separated the disciples 
(i.e. from the Jews), speaking daily in the school of Tyrannus,' 
seems hardly reconcilable with the view that Tyrannus was a 
Jew. Moreover, the way in which 'a certain Tyrannus' is 
mentioned would hardly suggest that he was a convert. But it 
is an error on the part of some writers to urge the Greek name 
as any argument against the theory that Tyrannus was a Jew. 
The Jews of the great cities of Asia Minor hod become very 
strongly G recited, and Greek names were in ordinary use 
among them. 

Further, Knowling points out that the daily meetings in the 
schola imply that St. Paul made his adherents separate even 
from the synagogue services of the Sabbath. It seems im- 
possible that a Jew could have aided in such a purpose. 

The name is given in D as Tvpawrlov nwit : this is 
certainly a mere corruption. The name Tyrannus 
is common in inscriptions, and several persons of 
• So also Martial, ix. 88. 
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the name are mentioned in literary authorities ; 
but Tyrannius is unknown. The form Ttvpimor is 
a woman's name (neuter diminutive), like Tvpcwrlt 
(falsely accented, CIG 3730). W. M. Ramsay. 

TYRE (ii [11 times "fix] Z6r, i.e. 'rock' ; Ttpos; 
Tel el-Amarna tablets Zuru, Zurri ; referred to by 
Jerome as 2wp, Ylirpa, i} Tvptuy xciXtt ; Arab. Siev). 
— i. Situation.— The modern small town of Tyre, 
built on the ruins of the once celebrated city, lies 
on a narrow strip of the Phoenician plain, about 
equidistant from Zidon and Acre. On the north 
the sandy coast-line runs up to the headland of 
Sarafend (Sarepta), and on the south the view is 
blocked by the high three-headed promontory, of 
which the middle point is the precipitous Ladder 
of Tyre (Scala Tyriorum). The ancient island, 
with its half mile of channel between it and the 
coast, is now a blunt headland, and there is 
nothing to remind the present inhabitants of the 
existence of the famous mole, and of the diffi- 
culties encountered in its construction. The path- 
way of 60 yards in width, along which the soldiers 
of Alexander rushed to the attack, is now half a 
mile broad, owing to the drifting up of the sea 
sand on the S.W. side. 

It was from the island that the town received 
its name. The Rock, lying off, about a mile in 
length and three-quarters of a mile in width, was 
the special feature that caught the eye, both on 
land and at sea. And it was owing to the accom- 
modation which the island provided for shipping, 
and the protection thus afforded to its inhabitants, 
that Tyre became the most celebrated maritime 
city of the ancient world. At these entrances of 
the sea Tyre sat like a pedlar spreading out his 
wares at a city gate, and became ' the merchant 
of the peoples unto many isles' (Ezk 27 s ). The 
island had two harbours, one on the north side 
and the other on the south, formed by the indenta- 
tion of the outline, and extended by breakwaters. 
These harbours were called the Zidonian and Egyp- 
tian, much in the same way as the west gate of 
Jerusalem is called the Jaffa gate, and its northern 
the Damascus gate. The part of the town that 
was built on the mainland was strongly fortified, 
and in times of peace the inhabitants cultivated 
the neighbouring gardens, and received their supply 
of water by aqueduct from the great fountain now 
called Ras-el-'ain, lying several miles to the south. 
As the wealth of Tyre increased, and the danger 
of military invasion became chronic, its inhabitants 
would come to regard the island as being not 
merely the storehouse of their merchandise, and a 
place of retreat in time of invasion, but as the 
actual city of Tyre. Thus the city on the shore, 
with its often-battered walls and scattering of 
peasant houses among the gardens by the aque- 
uuct, was called ij xdXat Tvpos, llaXairvpos, Palce- 
tyrm, vctus Tyrus. 

According; to a letter, quoted by Joaephus (Ant. vm. ii. 7) 
as having; been written by King Hiram to Solomon, the request 
lor payment in grain is based on the fact that Hiram's people 
inhabited an island. The live years' siege by Shalmaneser iv., 
and that of thirteen years by Nebuchadnezzar, also seem to 
indicate that Tyre could not be attacked in the ordinary way. 

Nothing now remains of the strength and splen- 
dour of the island fortress, except that on a calm 
day one may look from a boat, and see in the 
water along the rocky shore great blocks of the 
ancient breakwater and tumbled pillars of rose- 
coloured granite. 

ii. ANTIQUITY.— In the time of Joshua, Tyre is 
mentioned as being a fortified city, and its char- 
acter as a stronghold is also noted in 2 S 24 7 , Is 
23", Zee 9 s . It is included in the list of Phoenician 
towns visited by the Egyptian mohar in the tune 
of Ramses II. Herodotus (ii. 44) states, on the 



authority of the Tyrian priests of Melkarth, that 
the town was built about B.C. 2750. Josephus, on 
the other hand, informs us (Ant. VOL iii. 1) that 
Tyre was founded 240 years before the building of 
the temple, i.e. about B.C. 1217. Isaiah seems to 
be referring to a well-known claim when he speaks 
of the city 'whose antiquity is of ancient days' 
(23 7 ). Strabo (XVL ii. 22; calls it ipxcuorinj v6\it 
Ti5po». 

iii. " Relationship of Tyre and Zidon. — Isaiah 
speaks of Tyre as the ' daughter of Zidon ' (23 ia ). 
With this agree the references in Greek and Latin 
poetry, where Zidon represents in a general way 
everything Phoenician. Zidon seems to have been 
the first to pass from being a iishing village, as its 
name implies, to the undertaking of commercial 
transactions on the coast of Syria. Prom this 
small beginning, her ships began to traffic with 
Cyprus and northwards among the Greek islands. 
The transference of maritime power from Zidon to 
Tyre was owing, according to one account (Justin, 
18. 3), to an attack by the Philistines of Ascalon 
upon Zidon by way of punishing that city for 
having seized Dor. Possibly, a number of the 
Zidonian merchants transferred their connexion to 
Tyre as being more convenient for the trade with 
the south-east of the Mediterranean. Isaiah refers 
to Tyre as having been replenished by the mer- 
chants of Zidon (23 3 ). While Zidon had made its 
name familiar over the eastern half of the Medi- 
terranean, Tyre put a bolder spirit into its mercan- 
tile enterprises, and steadily advanced in wealth 
and power until it became ' the mart of nations ' 
(Is 23 3 ). See, further, under Zidon. 

iv. Extent and Influence of Tyrian Trade. 
— While Tyre produced certain manufactured 
articles, such as glass work and the crimson and 
bluish-purple dyes obtained from the shell-fish * of 
the coast, the chief cause of its wealth and fame 
was its trade-carrying pre-eminence. Tyre was 
the great sea-pedlar of the ancient world. By 
their charts of the ocean and study of the 
stars, along with carefully guarded records as to 
depths and distances, winds and currents, the 
Tyrian sailors were able to outstrip all competitors 
by sailing during the night, and keeping their 
course when out of sight of land. Also by land 
they had their trading stations along the eastern 
caravan routes that passed to the N.E. by Aleppo 
and Palmyra, and to the S.E. into Arabia. Prom 
Armenia to the Persian Gulf all the paths of 
merchandise converged towards Tyre. Their ships, 
for a time in partnership with those of Solomon, 
traded in the Red Sea. A recent conjecture is that 
Sofala (with the prefix * dropped and the / restored 
to r) was the celebrated Ophir, with its traces 
of Semitic workmanship in' the neighbouring gold 
mines. The Tyrians rounded the continent of 
Africa in their vessels, not larger than a modern 
herring-boat. They traded on the Nile, selling 
their wares and laying in wheat and linen at their 
station at Memphis. They had their ports along 
the north coast of Africa, notably at Utica and 
Carthage, the latter of which was said to have 
been founded by the Dido of romance. In the 
great Roman epic Virgil must give his hero a 
Tyrian steersman, Palinurus (possibly Bdalo- 
nuhro, 'Baal is light'). All the islands of the Medi- 
terranean were familiar with their richly freighted 

•In 'the book of the Rolls," pp. 47, 48 (Studio Sinaitica, 
No. viii.), there is an account, which the writer of the book dis- 
misses with contempt, of the way in which the purple dye of the 
Tyrian murex was discovered. It was a Jewish tradition to 
the effect that a shepherd lad one day noticed his dog- eating 
something on the shore near Tyre, and observed that the dog's 
mouth was stained with bright crimson fluid. With the Oriental 
instinct for decoration he dipped some wool in the bright dye, 
and put it on his head as a crown. The incident having been 
reported to Hiram, king of Tyre, the dye instantly became an 
important article of commerce. 
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vessels. Beyond the Straits of Gibraltar they 
established Gades and other stations on the west 
coast of Spain. They crossed also to Cornwall, 
and passed down the west coast of Africa as far 
as Cape Nun and the Canary Islands. Traces of 
their presence survive, especially in the islands of 
Cyprus, Sicily, and Sardinia, in the names of har- 
bours, in excavated relics, and in graves with 
Phoenician inscriptions, telling where some Tynan 
sailor had rested from his wanderings. 

Ezekiel (ch. 27), in describing the height of glory 
from which Tyre was cast down because of the un- 
righteousness of her traffic, gives a glowing account 
of the various lands that gave her of their best, 
ministering to her vast merchandise, and so to her 
wealth and power and pride and destruction. In 
Ezk 27 a6, *■* there is a picture of the ships of Tar- 
shish, homeward bound and heavily laden, being 
buffeted by the common Levanter or east wind 
of the Mediterranean. 

Tyre was a great civilizer, bringing East and 
West together, and teaching the world the peace- 
ful lesson of mutual dependence. From the 12th 
cent. B.C. it strove with wonderful talent and per- 
sistency to carry out its great aim, which was to 
gain from the whole world rather than to gain the 
world itself. Its world was gain. Its destiny, 
unlike that of Home, was not to beat down the 
proud and mighty, but to supply the wants of the 
rich and great, bringing idols for their shrines, 
beautiful vases for their palaces, shields and swords 
of cunning work for warriors, cloth of gold, em- 
broidery, and royal purple for kings, and silk work 
in stripes and tartan for princesses. By exporting 
various products to lands where they were un- 
known or of inferior quality, productive activity 
was stimulated on all sides, and the standard of 
industrial art was raised. Like a goodly merchant- 
man, Tyre was willing to pay for her treasures. 
Thus tribute was willingly given to kings in return 
for freedom of trade ; and with regard to unseen 
dangers and difficulties, of which they were deeply 
conscious, their commercial pnidence was ready 
with costly gifts or cruel sacrifices in order to 
touch the vanity or avert the wrath of the gods. 
It was an expenditure in order to secure a larger 
gain. 

v. Tyre and Assyria.— Under Assur-nazir-pal, 
Shalmaneser II., and Tiglath - pileser, Assyria 
gradually established its authority over Phoenicia, 
until Shalmaneser IV. in 726 overran the country. 
Tyre refused to surrender, and Shalmaneser suc- 
ceeded in detaching her jealous rival Zidon, so that 
he was able to attack Tyre by sea with an armada 
of 60 ships. TheTyrians moved out to meet them, 
and with 12 war-vessels defeated their enemy, 
taking 500 prisoners. The siege was maintained 
on land for five years, until it was raised on account 
of the death of the Assyrian king (Ant. IX. 
xiv. 2). Later on, Tyre was attacked with uncertain 
success by Sennacherib with a vast army. In 673 
Esar-haddon found his vassal Tyre in league with 
Egypt, and in 664 Assur-bani-pal took it by storm. 

vi. Tyre and Israel.— In the partition of the 
kingdom of Israel under Joshua, the stronghold of 
Tyre is mentioned in connexion with the portion 
of Asher (Jos 19**). The most intimate connexion 
between Tyre and Israel was in the time of Hiram 
and Solomon, when a covenant of friendship was 
entered into in connexion with the building of the 
temple (2 S 5» 1 K 5 1 7"- " 9»- u , 1 Ch 14> 22*, 
2 Ch 2* * "). Amos (1 B - 1 ») complains that this 
covenant * was shamefully violated by the Tyrians 
when they sold Israelite captives as common slaves. 
In the prophecies of Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel, 
the pride, luxury, and greed of Tyre are denounced 

* For a different interpretation of the ' covenant of brothers ' 
see Driver, Joel and Amot, p. 137. 



(Is 23'-' 7 , Jer 25 a 27' 47 4 , Ezk 26. 27. 28. 29). In 
the Psalms, the daughter of Tyre with her costly 
gift stands in the retinue around the throne (45 1 -), 
its inhabitants are mentioned among the sworn 
enemies of Israel (83 7 ), and again lyre is num- 
bered among those who are brought to know the 
Lord (87 4 ). The beautiful scenery of Ephraim is 
likened to that of Tyre (Hos 9 U ), and in Zee 9» the 
astuteness of the Tyrians is alluded to. 

In the NT its people are among those who flock 
to Galilee to see and hear Christ (Mk 3 8 , Lk 6"). 
Christ visited its coasts (Mt 15", Mk 7** [where 
see Swete's note]), and declared that its people, if 
favoured like the cities of Galilee, would have 
been moved to repentance (Mt ll*'-", Lk 10 W * M ). 
The incident of reconciliation with Herod, recorded 
in Ac 12", reveals in its motive and management 
the artfulness of the Phoenician trader. Finally, 
in Ac 21 s * 7 the ship in which St. Paul sailed to 
Syria comes to Tyre to discharge its cargo. 

vii. Tyre and Babylon.— In the early years of 
the Bab. empire, Tyre was left at peace, and its 
connexion with Egypt was more closely estab- 
lished. When it became evident that Babylon 
was to tread in the path of Assyria, the Phoenician 
cities Gebal, Zidon, and others with them, laid 
aside their local jealousies and sought to strengthen 
Tyre to defy the invader (Ezk 27f). After the 
famous battle of Carchemish, in which Nebuchad- 
nezzar defeated Pharaoh-neco in 605, Tyre was be- 
sieged for 13 years (cf. Jos. Ant. X. xi. 1). The 
issue of this siege is somewhat uncertain (see 
Expos. Times, x. 378, 430, 475, 520). The prophet 
Ezekiel seems to imply at least that the island was 
not given up to plunder, but the Divine purpose 
was fulfilled in punishing the unrighteous princes 
and the proud king of Tyre (Ezk 28" 29 l7 -°). A 
time of anarchy and unrest followed, in which the 
city discarded for a time its monarchical form of 
government. Gradually order was restored, pro- 
sperity returned, and the allegiance to Babylon re- 
mained unbroken to the end of that dynasty in 538. 

viii. Tyre and Persia.— The condition of Tyre 
under the Persians was better than it had been 
under the Assyrians and Babylonians. Persia 
required the help of the Phoenician fleet in attack- 
ing Egypt and repressing the rising Macedonian 
empire. When after B.c. 400 the power of Persia 
showed signs of decay, the Phoenician cities re- 
belled ; but when Zidon was reduced to ashes by 
Ochus in 351, Tyre surrendered without a siege. 
During the Persian dynasty it is related, to the 
credit of Tyre, that its fleet refused to convey the 
army of Cambyses against Carthage on account of 
blood- kinship, and thus an expedition was averted 
that might have influenced the destinies of Rome. 

ix. Tyre and the Macedonians.— The greatest 
event in the history of Tyre was its capture by 
Alexander in B.C. 332 after a siege of seven months- 
Much ingenuity and courage were displayed on 
both aides. Help was expected from Carthage, 
Persia, Cyprus, Zidon, but in vain. It was Tyre's 
darkest day when Alexander was seen bearing 
down from the north with a large fleet chiefly col- 
lected from Phoenician ports and old rivals. It 
was the lire from the midst of her that had come 
to devour a city that claimed admiration and 
obedience, but did not ask to be loved. The mole 
was completed with ease, when the harbour was 
thus blockaded ; and in the taking of the city 6000 
are said to have perished by the sword, 2000 were 
crucified, and 30.U00 women, children, and slaves 
were sold. Yet within the brief space of 18 years 
Tyre was repeopled and refortitted, and was* able 
to offer a strong hut ineffectual resistance to 
Antigonus. About 287 it again became an Egyp- 
tian possession, till in 198 it fell to the Seleocidie, 
and, with the exception of a brief interval (83-69) 
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of Armenian rale, it remained under its Syrian 

Kvernors till in 65 it passed quietly into the 
>man empire, receiving the status of a free city. 
In the 4th cent. A.D. Jerome refers to Tyre as a 
beautiful city and ' an emporium for the commerce 
of the whole world.' It was made the seat of a 
bishopric, and had two such talented but widely - 
different citizens as Origen and Porphyry. Later 
on, it was taken by the Saracens in the 7th cent., 
recovered by the Crusaders in 1124, to fall again 
into the hands of the Saracens in 1291. After 
relapsing for a time into the possession of Egypt, 
with minor intervals of Druze and Venetian con- 
trol, it ceased to exist as maritime Tyre and be- 
came an Arab village. 

Few sites in the historical East present such 
an affecting and instructive record of persistent 
struggle, splendid achievement, and irretrievable 
doom. By her destined pathway of commerce Tyre 
exerted upon the world an influence that ranks 



with that of Jerusalem in religion, Athens in philo- 
sophy, and Rome in government. But to-day the 
steamers on the Syrian coast that call at the Baj 
of Acre and Zidon consider Tyre too insignificant 
to deserve a visit. After having been the mother 
of colonies and mistress of the seas, bearing her 
merchandise into otherwise un visited lands and 
adjusting the supply and demand of the world, 
Tyre is now content at the close of her career to 
be a stagnant village in stagnant Turkey. 

Literature.— Thomson, Land and the Book; Robinson, BRP 
(Index) ; Rawlinson, Uitt. of Phoenicia, And Phoenicia in 'Ntory 
of the Nations ' ; Kenriok, Phonicia ; Movers, Die Phimizier ; 
art. Puskiqa in present work. G. M. M ACKIE. 

TZADE (V).— The eighteenth letter of the Heb. 
alphabet, and as such employed in the 119th Psalm 
to designate the 18th part, each verse of which 
begins with this letter, it is transliterated in this 
Dictionary by x . 
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UCAL (Sjk).— Mentioned only in Pr 30 1 . In 
AV and R V the word is treated as a proper name. 
It is, however, of an unusual fdrm, and there are 
other objections to the rendering. A slightly 
different reading (see RVm) would give the mean- 
ing, 'I have wearied myself and am consumed' 
( LXX Kal ToAofMi). See Ithiel, and cf. Lag. ad loc. 

UEL (V&uc ; BA OWi\, Luc. 'MX).— One of the 
sons of Bani who had married a foreign wife, 
Ezr 10 34 ; called in 1 Es 0" Juel, 

UKNAZ. — For "i«5i in 1 Ch 4" A Vm gives 
• Uknaz' instead of 'even Kenaz' (AV) or 'and 
Kenaz' (RV). In all probability something has 
dropped out of the text, which had read originally 
' the sons of Elah : . . . and Kenaz.' This is 
favoured by the plural son*. An alternative is 
to drop the \ with LXX (<cai ufoi 'A8i- Kertf) and 
Vulg. [Fitii quoque Ela: -Cenex), and read simply 
Kenaz (up). 

ULAI rtw, Theod. 0*/3dA, LXX OiXal).— The 
classical Eulams, now the Karun. It flowed past 
Susa or Shushan, and Assurbanipal states that in 
the battle fought outside that city between the 
Assyrians and the Elamites, the UIA (or Ulai) was 
choked with the bodies of the slain. In Dn 8** 18 
it is similarly described as flowing past Shushan. 
The Eulseus is also called Pasitigris by the classical 
geographers, aud Pliny (HN vi. 27) says that it 
surrounded the citadel of Susa. But the rivers of 
Susiana have so changed their channels since the 
classical epoch as to make their identification 
with the present rivers of the country somewhat 
difficult. It would seem, however, that what are 
now the Upper Kerkhah and the Lower Karun 
were formerly a single stream (see Shushan). 
A cuneiform tablet ( tVAI ii. 51. 32) describes the 
Ula as ' the water which carries its treasures into 
the deep' (but see Driver on Dn 8 a , and Diculafoi, 
as cited p. 126n.). A. H. Sayce. 

ULAM (07-K).— 1. The eponym of a Manassite 
family, 1 Ch 7 ,8 -"(BA 0&\ap [B om. in v. 17 ], Luc 
HXd>). 2. A Benjumite family, specially noted 
as archers, 1 Ch &*>- w (B AiXd/t, AiX«i»; A both 
times 06Xa». Benjamite archers appear also in 
2 Ch 14 7 <W. 



OLFILAS' VERSION.- See VERSIONS (Gothic). 

DLLA (K^f ; BA 'OXd, Luc. om.).— The eponym of 
an Asherite "family, 1 Ch 7 M . 

UM M AH. — An Asherite city, Jos 19"°. There 
can be little doubt, however, that the MT nw here 
is a slip for toy Acco (cf. Jg 1*J) ; so, following 
certain MSS of the LXX {'Akku>, 'Akkwp), Dillmann, 
Bennett, Kautzsch, Ox/. Heb. Lex. etc. 

UNCLEAN, UNCLE ANKE8S.* — 

L Origin of the distinction between Clean and Unclean, 
ii. Four main types of Uncleanness ; connected with (a) the 

functions of reproduction ; (6) food ; (c) leprosy ; (<f) 

death. 

UL Uncleanness and Ritual, 
iv. Uncleanness in NT. 

Literature. 

i. Origin of the Distinction between Clean 
AND Unclean. — The distinction between clean 
and unclean is to be found as far back as we are 
able to trace the history of the religion of Israel. 
The validity of Rachel's excuse to her father when 
seeking the teraphim (Gn SI 8 * E) rested on the un- 
cleanness of her condition ; and Saul, in spite of his 
insane suspicion of David, vet recognizes that he 
may be detained from the feast of the new moon 
by ceremonial defilement (IS 20 38 ). The division 
of Israelites into ' those shut up and left at large,' 
indicates how frequent uncleanness was if those 

* This article deals only with the ceremonial idea of unclean- 
ness, not with the ethical or religious. The Heb. verb K?p, 
with the noun nx^tj or njcjp and adj. Kcp, is commonly used 
to express this idea. The notion of profanation or pollution is 
conveyed by the verb tyi}, which also means ' to make common ' ; 
the corresponding noun is The late verb Vnj is rare in this 
sense. Cleanness is expressed by the verb "vp, its noun .Tjjjp, 
and adj. •finf. These words may further express tho idea of 
purification, for which the Piel and Hithpael of icpn are also 
used. The Greek word tor uncleanness, «JM>0«^r<«, is used in 
the NT, except in Ht 2837, in an ethical sense only, and the adj. 
«»»««/>T»f is used in the Gospels exclusively of unclean spirits, 
and in the Epp. in an ethical sense. It is used of ceremonially 
unclean birds in Rev 18 s , and, coupled with wk, 'common,' is 
used of ceremonially unclean food in Ac 10 1 *-** 11*. Cere- 
monial defilement is expressed by the verb uun, 'to make 
common,' and its adj. »*»« (Mt 15, Mk 7, Ac 10. 11. 21* 
Ro 14", Rev 2127), and once (Jn ls») by ^«.'»» For the 
idea of purification the verb mmBx^u, with the noun tmUtpiri^ii 
and adj. **b+p*t, and the verb kylm, with its noun ky,iru*t, 
are used. 
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shut up are those ritually unclean. Several allu- 
sions to uncleanness are found in the Prophets (Am 
7", Hos 9 s , Exk 4 M , Hag 2 13 , Is 52'- » 35"), while in 
Deuteronomy, and much more elaborately in the 
Priestly Code, it is made the subject of detailed 
legislation. The laws of defilement and purifica- 
tion were developed by the misdirected ingenuity 
of the scribes into a system of casuistry, even more 
than ordinarily fine-spun and minute, which con- 
stituted, in fact, the most important part of the 
regulations by which the pious Jew had to order 
his life. But the laws of uncleanness are far older 
than the Hebrew people. It is only necessary to 
read them, to be convinced that they are not the 
creation of the higher religion of Israel. Anthro- 
pology, however, has proved, what might naturally 
nave been suspected, that they belong essentially 
to the prehistoric past. Their congenial atmosphere 
is not that which breathes in the Hebrew prophets, 
but that which animates the crudest forms of 
savage religion. 

Some of the laws might, indeed, be explained on rational 
grounds, as due to sanitary precaution, to love of cleanliness, 
to natural aversion from disgusting objects. But it is certain 
that these do not explain many of the prohibitions, and cannot 
account for the precise selection or omission which characterizes 
the list of things unclean. We may grant that these considera- 
tions may have played some part in late development, but this 
should probably be reduced to a minimum. It is more likely, 
in fact, that the laws of uncleanness created sanitary laws and 
aversion for certain things than that they were created by them. 
Where a tribe happened to regard things as unclean which also 
are insanitary, it would, so far as it did so, increase its chances 
in the struggle for existence, while natural selection would tend 
to eliminate tribes whose ritual in no way coincided with sani- 
tary requirements. Thus with the survival of the former set of 
tribes sanitary regulations might come by degrees to be estab- 
lished, with no intention of doing more than securing ritual 
cleanness. Again, what we call natural aversion is probably 
natural only in the sense that habit is second nature. The 
natural disgust which we feel at certain kinds of food is due 
altogether to custom, and sentiment formed by custom. The 
dog or horse is naturally no more repulsive than the ox, yet 
many have an invincible repugnance to dog-flesh or horse-flesh. 
A .lew's instinctive loathing for the swine, which is eaten freely 
by Gentiles, often survives the surrender of all religious scruples. 
And it is decisive that these laws originated at a time when the 
rudiments of sanitation were still undreamed of, and are found 
among peoples who own no restraint of cleanliness or natural 
disgust. It is also well known that even in higher religions 
ritual cleanness may be obtained by bathing in very dirty water. 
Still less happy are the attempts to find a rational basis for these 
lawB in the spiritual principles of the higher religion of Israel. 
For not only does it need strained arguments to remove their 
essentially Irrational character and make them at home in a 
spiritual religion, but the numerous parallels in much lower re- 
ligions are so close that it is unreasonable to shut the eyes to 
their essential affinity. It is futile to fumble at the lock with 
such rusty keys, when anthropology has given us one which fits 
every ward. 

The ideas and usages among other peoples, which 
are similar to the Hebrew laws of uncleanness, are 
conveniently classed under that widespread system 
known as ' taboo.' The general notion of taboo is 
that certain things are regarded as unsafe for con- 
tact or use in common life, by reason of the super- 
natural penalties which would thereby be incurred. 
A common thing may become taboo through the 
action of a god, chief, or priest, and the sanction 
for the restriction he imposes is his own power of 
avenging its violation. But some things or con- 
ditions are intrinsically taboo, and infringement 
of their character brings its own penalty by a 
mechanical necessity without external aid. There 
is an inherent energy in them, which is discharged 
on all who rashly break the taboo. One of the 
most striking features of taboo is its infectious 
character. It is transmitted by contact, and the 
person or thing thus tabooed may become a new 
source of infection, though the supernatural virus 
loses intensity at each new stage of transmission. 
The infection might in some ua-?es be removed by 
ritual means, chief among which must be placed 
washing. In other cases it was too deeply enjjiained 
to bo removed. From this single root of taboo 
sprang not uncleanness only, but holiness. Origin- 



ally, paradoxical as it may seem, there was little 
difference between them. Both holiness and un- 
cleanness are infectious, and require identical or 
similar ritual purification (see Holiness). It is 
especially instructive to compare the law of the 
sin-offering (Lv G*" 30 ) with such passages as Lv 
lja4-». si-34 15 «-ia. w-24. as. ». i t i8 to be observed 

that both are treated as of purely materialistic 
quality, so much so, in fact, that holiness or un- 
cleanness may be scoured oft' a vessel, unless it is 
of unglazed earthenware and the holiness or un- 
cleanness has soaked into it, in which case it must 
be broken. It is further confirmation of the 
original identity of the two, that while a holy 
thing is usually said to communicate holiness and 
an unclean thing uncleanness, in one case a holy 
thing produces uncleanness. The canonicity of a 
book was expressed in the phrase, it ' defiles the 
hands.' If it was a common, that is, a non-canonical 
book, it was not holy; if canonical, it was holy, and 
produced ceremonial defilement. The practical 
consequence of both holiness and uncleanness was 
to withdraw the object they infected from partici- 
pation in common life. The holy thing was dedi- 
cated to God, and to treat it as common was to 
violate its sanctity and incur His anger. Hence j 
the avoidance of holiness as a plague, and the pre- 
cautions taken to avoid catching it. Moses must i 
keep his distance and remove his shoes from his 
feet on ground made holy by God's presence in the 
bush (Ex 3") ; bounds (corresponding to a taboo I 
line) must be set about the mountain at Sinai, lest 
the people draw too near and J" break forth upon 
them. W hatever touched the mountain became so 
sacred that it was too dangerous to be touched, the 1 
death penalty must be executed on it from a safe 
distance (Ex 19 U iM ). The men of Beth-sheraesh, I 
and Uzzah, were smitten for contact with the ark , 
(1 S 1 ", 2 S 6 7 ). The priests are bidden put off the 
garments wherein they minister, when they go out | 
to the people, lest they sanctify the people with 
their garments (Ezk 44 lv ) ; and those who take part 
in the heathen mysteries described in Is 65 s * 8 warn 
the bystanders not to come near lest they catch 
the contagion of their holiness (Is 65' reading, 
with a change in the pointing, • lest I make thee 
holy'). 

The process by which the notions of holiness and 
uncleanness, which were undifferentiated in taboo, 
came to be distinguished was probably something 
of this kind. It has already been pointed out that 
two classes of taboo may be distinguished. A 
common thing may become taboo if a god or sacred 
person lays a taboo upon it. Or a thing or state 
may be intrinsically taboo. Roughly speaking, this 
corresponds to the distinction between holy and 
unclean. The holy is that which is naturally 
common, but has become holy through contact 
with the Divine. But there is ah uncleanness of 
a primary order, of an intrinsic and not accidental 
kind, nncommunicated as no earthly holiness can 
be said to be. It is true that there is a communi- 
cated uncleanness, but uncommunicated unclean- 
ness has no uncommunicated holiness to match it 
in the human realm. All holiness is derivative 
save the holiness of God. It is by this principle 
that the unclean thing may be taboo in its own 
right, while the holy thing cannot be, that we must 
explain the priestly torah given in Hag 2 ,iU . 
Holy fiesh infects with holiness a garment in which 
it is carried, but this garment does not transmit 
the holiness to what it touches. A man who is 
unclean by contact with a dead body infects with 

• ' In general, we may say that the prohibition to use the 
vessels, garments, and bo on, of certain persons, and the effects 
supposed to follow an infraction of the rule, are exactly the 
same whether the persons to whom the things belong are 
sacred or what we might call unclean and polluted ' (Truer, 
The Golden Bouqh*. i. S25 ; cf. also ii. 304-SOUV 



Digitized by Google 



UNCLEAN, UNCLEANNESS 



UNCLEAN, UNCLEANNESS 827 



uncleanness what he touches. In other words, a 
dead body is endowed with higher virulence of con- 
tagion than holy flesh. And the reason is that a 
corpse is a fountainhead of uncleanness, while holy 
flesh is holy, not intrinsically, but only because it 
has been devoted to God, the sole fountainhead of 
holiness. Probably, then, the distinction between 
holiness and uncleanness was simply the explicit 
atlirmation of a distinction already implicit in the 
idea of taboo. And it was a great step in advance 
when the essential difference of things indiscrimin- 
ately classed together as taboo emerged into clear 
consciousness. A large irrational element, it is 
true, survived in the idea of holiness as well as in 
that of uncleanness. But by linking the idea of 
holiness with that of God, the former was started 
on a career of intellectual, moral, and spiritual 
development, which made it at last the fit expres- 
sion of the highest religious ideal. On the other 
hand, uncleanness remained to the last a virtually 
savage idea, one of the heathen survivals in 
Judaism which Christianity had simply to elimi- 
nate. And where life is lived under the shadow 
of innumerable taboos, these form an insuperable 
barrier to progress, for man is tied to the fixed 
routine, not venturing on unknown paths for terror 
of the perils that lurk everywhere in his way. But 
when taboos are recognized as expressing the will 
of the gods, instead of the paralyzing dread of 
unknown and incalculable forces, we have the re- 
straint imposed by a kind and trusted deity, which 
leaves room for progress, because it introduces a 
rational element, and claims for religion what had 
been inextricably bound up with superstition.* 

The opposite of ' holy ' is 1 common,' the opposite 
of 'unclean' is 'clean.' While 'holy' and 'unclean' 
are strong positive terms, ' common ' and ' clean ' 
are simply their pale negatives. Clean is not the 
same as holy; it implies no dedication to the Divine 
service, ana has no infectious quality. The clean 
person is one who may freely approach his God in 
worship. For this he need not be holy, though 
there are certain cases where cleanness, i.e. the 
mere absence of uncleanness, is insufficient. At 
Sinai the Hebrews had to sanctify themselves by 
washing and abstinence from women (Ex 19). But 
so exceptional an occasion cannot be taken as 
typical. Nor are the common and the unclean 
identical ; the common is rather, ordinarily at any 
rate, also the clean. Yet, just as the clean and the 
holy tended to be identified, since whatever is holy 
must also be clean, so their opposites, the unclean 
and the common. But, in spite of such obliteration 
of distinctions, it only creates confusion if they are 
not emphasized. 

It should further be noticed that the laws of un- 
cleanness, while largely a survival from prehistoric 
savagery, or the semi - civilization of primitive 
Semites, partly originated in a protest of the higher 
religion of Israel against heathenism. Certain 
things which were connected with heathen cults, 
and constituted a danger to spiritual religion, were 
placed under taboo. Whether by survival or pro- 
test a thing was regarded as unclean, it was alike 
an abomination to J", cutting off the offender from 
intercourse with Him and fellowship with the com- 
munity. It is probable that the extent to which 
the laws are due to protest against heathenism has 
been overrated in recent discussions. Similarly, in 
the face of savage parallels, it is probable that some 
laws in the Priestly Code, which are often regarded 
as very late developments and impracticable refine- 
ments, are in substance of the highest antiquity. 
That, as at present codified, they are late is clear, 
and such a passage as Lv ll**- 33 is not nnf airly re- 
garded as exhibiting the rudiments of the casuistry 
of the scribes. But the central prohibition of the 
* See W. R. Smith, pp. 162-166. 



passage is probably quite early. It is remarkable 
that some taboos which survived into the Levitical 
legislation, disappeared among the more conserva- 
tive Arabs. 

ii. Four main types of Uncleanness may be 
distinguished : uncleanness connected with (a) the 
functions of reproduction, (b) food, (c) leprosy, 
(d) death. These must now be considered in 
detail. 

(a) Uncleanness connected with the functions of 
reproduction.— These functions early excited the 
superstitious awe of mankind, which invested the 
organs and their activities witli mysterious powers. 
Sexual intercourse was widely regarded as produc- 
ing Uncleanness, which might be removed by bath- 
ing, but in some cases fumigation was also required. 
Among the Arabs it was specially necessary to 
take precautions against the demons on the con- 
summation of marriage (Wellh. Iieste Arab. Heid.* 
155). The Book of Tobit yields an interesting 

E mallei to this. Before Tobias married Sarah she 
ad been given to seven husbands, who had been 
slain on the bridal night by Asmodrcus her demon 
lover (To 3 7 "» 6' 3 - 14 7")- Tobias drove away the 
demon by fumigation, burning on the ashes of 
incense some of the heart and liver of a fish (8 ,-s ). 
It is probable that among the Hebrews intercourse 
was always considered to produce dtfilement. This 
is expressly laid down in P (Lv 15 18 ). Naturally 
the defilement was slight, involving bathing and 
uncleanness till the evening. Certain conditions 
of holiness, however, required complete abstinence. 
This was so when J" was to appear on Sinai (Ex 
19'"). So David's men may eat holy bread only on 
condition that they ' have kept themselves from 
women' (IS 21*). David's reply is obscure (see 
Driver and H. P. Smith on the passage, also W. 
R. Smith, I.e. pp. 455, 456). But it seems clear 
that on a warlike expedition David asserts that 
women were taboo. The prohibition of women to 
those engaged in war is widespread. War was 
regarded as sacred ; the warriors were holy as long 
as the campaign lasted. Among many savage 
peoples continence must be observed not only by 
the warriors, but, on grounds of sympathetic 
magic, by those left at home, and after their 
return this taboo with many others is enforced 
with even greater strictness (Frazer, I.e. i. 328 ; 
W. R. Smith, I.e. 455). No such strictness ob- 
tained among the Hebrews in historical times, 
but Uriah '8 refusal to visit his wife while the 
campaign was in progress was probably due to a 
religious scruple of this kind (2 S ll 8 * la ). Perhaps 
it is on this ground that we may explain why a 
man is excused from military service during the 
first year after marriage, Dt 24*. 

Puberty is regarded by many people as a period 
when evil can be averted only by the observance 
of very rigorous taboos. The boys then pass 
through elaborate ceremonies of initiation, cir- 
cumcision often playing an important part. So 
far as boys are concerned, the original meaning 
of circumcision was lost among the Hebrews by 
the custom of performing it on the eighth day. 
But uncircumcision came to be regarded as un- 
cleanness, depriving the offender of approach to 
God or membership in the community. In the 
case of girls an analogous rite was often per- 
formed, though not, so far as we know, by the 
Hebrews. 

But the greatest terror was aroused by men- 
struation. At its first appearance the girl was 
often strictly isolated, and in some cases this was 
continued for years. All through life, precautions, 
though not so Btringent, had to be taken. The 
blooa was regarded as highly dangerous for men 
to touch or even see (Frazer, I.e. i. 325, 326, iii. 
204-233 ; W. R. Smith, I.e. 447, 448 ; Spencer and 
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Gillen, The Native Tribes of Central Australia, pp. 
400, 461 ; Kalisch and Dillmann-Ryssel on L.v 
IS"** 4 ).* Among the Arabs 1 menstruoaa women 
might not take part in feasts and sacrifices, only 
for them are the old expressions for clean and un- 
clean customary in pre -Islamic Arabic' (Wellh. 
I.e. 170). This was true also in Israel. As in so 
many other cases, the strictness of the taboos on 
this state is much modified. But it naturally fell 
among the graver tyi>es of uncleanness. For it 
was a condition doubly unclean, combining the un- 
cleanness of the reproductive functions with that 
of blood. It was regarded as unclean in old Israel 
(Gn 31* 2 S ll 4 ). In the Priestly Code (Lv 15 1 ***) 
the period of ' separation ' is delined.as seven days. 
The uncleanness was communicated to the bed or 
seat ; contact with either of these produced unclean- 
ness till evening, and required the washing of body 
and clothes. So infectious was the. impurity that 
any one touching an article on the bed or seat in- 
curred the milder penalty of uncleanness till the 
evening. This is the penalty prescribed according 
to the present text of Lv 15'" tor contact with the 
patient herself. But it is incredible that a secondary 
stage of uncleanness should require a more com- 
plete purification than the primary. Probably the 
words ' shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself 
in water, and ' have fallen out. The meaning of 
the injunction in Lv 15** is uncertain. Probably 
it does not refer to conjugal relation*, which in 
these conditions were not only said in Lv 20"* (H) 
to incur the punishment of death, but were viewed 
with utter repugnance in antiquity. It is possible 
that the reference may be, as some think, to defile- 
ment caused by the commencement of the discharge 
during intercourse. 

Closely connected with this form of uncleanness 
was that caused by abnormal issues in both sexes. 
The pathological conditions indicated need not 
be discussed in detail (see the commentaries). An 
' issue of blood ' (Lv 15»** Mt 9* and paralla, ) made 
a woman unclean as in the normal discharge. The 
impurity lasted seven days after the discharge had 
stopped. Then she offered two turtle doves or 
young pigeons — one for a sin- and the other for a 
burnt-offering. It is curious that neither in the 
case of the normal nor abnormal issue is any re- 
ference made to washing of body or clothes in the 
case of the woman, though both are required for 
the man (Lv 15 13 - 16 ). Jewish custom at a later 
period certainly insisted on a bath of purification 
after the normal discharge. In the case of men, 
seminal emission involved washing of the body 
and uncleanness till the evening, while every gar- 
ment or akin on which there had been any discharge 
must be washed and be unclean till evening. 
According to Dt 23 10 - n , a nocturnnl accident while 
on a military expedition excluded a man from the 
camp for the next day. As evening came on he 
had to bathe, and he returned to camp when the 
sun was down. Corresponding to the abnormal 
discharge of women is that of men described in 
Lv 15*-*. The various forms of uncleanness pro- 
duced by it are elaborately referred to (vv. , is ). 



* 'The object of secluding: women at menstruation is to 
neutralize the dangerous influences which are supposed to 
emanate from them at such times. That the danger is believed 
to be especially great at the first menstruation appears from 
the unusual precautions taken to isolate girls at this crisis. 
... In short, the girl is viewed as charged with a powerful 
force which, if not kept within bounds, may prove destructive 
both to the girl herself and to all with whom she comes in con- 
tact. . . . The uncleanness, as it is called, of girls at puberty 
and the sanctity of holy men do not, to the primitive mind, 
differ from each other. They are only different manifestations 
of the same mysterious energy which, like energy in general, is 
in itself neither good nor bad, but becomes beneficent or 
maleficent according to its application ' (Frazer, I.e. iii. 232, 
233). For the Arabic custom see W. It. Smith, I.e. 448. The 
Basutos purified girls at womanhood by sprinkling (Tylor, 
Privative Culture a, u \ 432). 



The rites of purification are the same as for a 
woman's abnormal issue. 

That childbirth made the mother unclean is only 
what was to be expected. It is surprising that 
Nowack should regard this as obviously a develop- 
ment in later time of the old view that pollution 
was incurred by intercourse as by menstruation 
(Hcb. Archdol. u. 284). The uncleanness of child- 
birth is an almost universal belief among primitive 
peoples.* It was also an Arab custom in certain 
places to build a hut outside the camp, where the 
woman had to stay for a time (Wellh. I.e. p. 170). 
The fact clearly is, that, so far from being a late 
development among the Israelites, it was a survival 
from prehistoric times. And a modified survival, 
for it is striking that whereas the newborn infant 
is almost universally regarded as in a high degree 
taboo, this has not survived among the Hebrews 
(though Ezk 16* may allude to it).t The rule in Lv 
12 (P) enjoins that after the birth of a boy the 
mother shall be unclean, as in menstruation, for 
a week, and shall continue 'in the blood of her 
purifying' thirty-three days. During the_ first 
week her uncleanness would of course be infec- 
tious, but possibly this was not so during the rest 
of her forty days. All that is required is that ' she 
shall touch no hallowed thing, nor come into the 
sanctuary.' When a girl was born, the two periods 
were doubled. It was commonly believed that the 
symptoms persisted much longer after the birth 
of a girl than after that of a boy. The numbers 
thirty-three and sixty-six are chosen to make up 
with seven and fourteen the favourite number of 
forty and its multiple eighty. When the requisite 
period was over, she offered a lamb of the firet year 
for a burnt-offering, and a young pigeon or a turtle 
dove for a sin-offering. If too poor to offer a hunb 
(as was the mother of Jesus, Lk 2 14 ), a second 
young pigeon or a second turtle dove might be 
substituted. J 

The * prohibited degrees ' belong to the same order 
of ideas : on this subject the article Mahriagk 
may be consulted. On forbidden degrees in Arabia 
see W. R. Smith, Kinship, ch. vi. ; and, on the whole 
subject, especially Westermarck, The History of 
Human Marriage ' 1 , chs. xiv. xv., and the summary 
pp. 544-546. § The ' bastard,' who is excluded from 
the assembly of J", is probably the offspring of such 
a marriage (Dt 23 s ). || Probably Moa bites and 
Ammonites are excluded on the • ground of the 
incestuous origin of the two peoples (Gn 19"-*»). 
The exclusion of eunuchs (Dt 23') is apparently 
nieant to refer, in the first place at any rate, to 
those who had mutilated themselves for religious 
reasons. This is an example of a taboo originating 
in a protest against heathenism. 

Some see analogous ideas in the prohibition of 
'unlawful mixtures.' Sowing a field with two 
kinds of seed made the whole crop holy, that is, 
taboo. Linen and wool might not be used in the 
same garment ; the clothing proper to one sex 
might not be worn by the other ; If an ox and an 
ass might not be yoked together to the plough ; 
nor must cattle gender with a diverse kind (Dt 
22»-» ", Lv 19 18 ). Parallels cannot here be quoted 

• 'Women after childbirth and their offspring are more or 
less tabooed all the world over' (Fraxer, Le, iii. 4453). See also 
Jevons, Introd. to the Hi*, of Ret. 74, 76. 

t See Jevons, I.e. 76, 76; Tylor, I.e. ii. 431. 

1 For savage purifications Bee Tylor, Le. 432, 43S. 

I The Australian black - fellows of the interior, quit* ira- 
clvilized as they are, have developed a most elaborate system 
of forbidden degrees (see Spencer and Gillen, I.e. ch. ii.). 

I Bertholet thinks they were the offspring of the mixed 
marriages in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah. It is question- 
able if the chapter is so late as that, and the reference in lbs 
same context to Moab and Ammon confirms the other view. 

1 'This is not a mere rule of conventional propriety, but is 
directed against those simulated changes of sex which occur 
in Cunaanite and Syrian heathenism' (W. R. Smith, OTJC* 
366). 
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so easily. The Kamschatkans at the beginning of 
the 18 til cent, had a taboo on cooking fish and 
flesh in the same pot.* Frazer gives several ex- 
amples of taboo on mixing different kinds of food 
in the stomach (I.e. ii. 338, 337). Baentsch says 
that mingling of stuffs from the animal and 
vegetable kingdoms played a rdle in magic. 

Possibly we should regard as an extension of the 
law of issues, the uncleanness of the human excreta. 
Ezekiel protests against using human excrement 
for fuel with which to bake bread, on the ground 
of the uncleanness that would then be communi- 
cated to the food, and is permitted to substitute 
animal excrement, which apparently was not defil- 
ing, or defiling in a much slighter degree, and is 
often used now in Syria for fuel (Ezk 4 14 - u ). The 
law in Dt 23 1 ** 1 *, directed to secure cleanness in the 
camp, is regarded by some as a mere impracticable 
refinement of a theorist. But numerous savage 

e.ralle)s may be quoted for this as for all the 
ebrew war taboos. Frazer says that the rules of 
ceremonial purity prescribed for Hebrew warriors 
are 1 identical with rules observed by Maoris and 
Australian black-fellows on the warpath.' The 

{trecise rule in question is found among Austra- 
ians, Melanosians, South Africans, and Fijians. 
Frazer suggests that the original motive in the 
case of the Hebrews was identical with the avowed 
motive of savages, ' a fear lest the enemy should 
obtain the refuse of their persons, and thus be 
enabled to work their destruction by magic' {I.e. i. 
328). t It is not necessary to appeal to savages; 
the same custom is found among the Arabs ( Wellh. 
I.e. p. 173). We should perhaps bring under the 
same law the prohibition of woollen garments to 
the priests, because they caused sweat (Ezk 44 17 - ,8 ). 
The clause ' they shall not gird themselves with 
anything that causeth sweat ' is regarded by Corn ill 
and Toy as a gloss, and the translation is a little 
uncertain ; but it correctly represents what must 
have been the object of the prohibition, as is shown 
by the Syrian and Egyptian parallels. A law of 
decency underlies the requirement in Ezekiel and 
P that the priests should wear linen drawers. This 
was a survival of the feeling that the deity dwelt 
in the altar, and that the person must not be ex- 
posed to it (Ezk 44 18 , Ex 28& « Lv 6 10 16«). In the 
Book of the Covenant the same result was secured 
by the prohibition of steps up to the altar (Ex 20 s ", 
see W. R. Smith, OTJC* p. 358). 

(b) Uncleanness connected roith food. — The 
article FOOD deals very fully with much of this 
subject, and it is unnecessary to repeat in detail 
what is said there. Naturally, however, questions 
arise in this article that do not arise in an article 
on Food. The taboos on food among savage 
peoples are very numerous. These cannot be 
explained as due to sanitary considerations or as 
the expression of natural disgust. The reason is 
religious. It is very probable that many coses 
are to be explained as originating in totem ism. J 
But it is not only among savages that such restric- 
tions on food are found. They survive among 
many civilized peoples of antiquity — Indians, 
Egyptians, Syrians, Greeks, and others. Accord- 
ing to Wellbausen, the distinction between clean 
and unclean food was not known to the ancient 
Arabs ; they recognized only usual and unusual 
{I.e. 168, 169). At the same time, taboos in some 
sense seem from Wellhausen's own statements to 

• Brinton, Religion! of Primitive People*, p. 109. 

t Hair and nail parings are often burled with great precaution, 
for a similar reason. The ' hill of foreskins ' (Jos ffl), according 
to one interpretation of its meaning, would be a Hebrew parallel 
(cf. 24*> LXi). 

t See W. R. Smith, Kituhip, ch. viii. and pp. 804-311, OTJC* 
866, 867, AS' pattim ; Spencer and Gillen, Native Tribe* of 
Central Australia, 167-160. 202-211, 467, 468 ; Jevons, Introd. 
to the History of JUL 102, 116-127. 



have been recognized. Still in this, as in some 
other respects, the Hebrews preserve the more 
primitive type.* In the Flood story (J a ) the dis- 
tinction between clean animals ana animals not 
clean is presupposed as known, though the tech- 
nical word for unclean (n?p) is not used (Gn 7* 8*). 
P, on the contrary, represents man as hitherto 
vegetarian ; and when animal food is first permitted, 
no restriction is made, except that the blood should 
not be eaten, since it was the vehicle of the life 
(Gn l* &•■*). We have lists of clean and unclean 
animals in Dt 14 4 "" and Lv 11. t 

The criterion for clean beasts, that they must 
part the hoof and chew the cud, should probably 
be regarded as a late attempt to define a class by 
a single formula, the members of which had already 
been selected on other grounds. The camel, hare, 
and coney (Hyrax Syrian**) are pronounced un- 
clean, because while they chew the cud they do 
not part the hoof, and the swine for the opposite 
reason. The camel was eaten by the Arabs and 
used in sacrifices: it may conceivably have been 
excluded on this latter account. There are traces 
of a belief in Arabia * that cam sis, or, at all events, 
certain breeds of camels, were of demoniac origin ' 
( W. R. Smith, IIS* 283, n. 2). J The hare was prob- 
ably a sacred animal, for * hares' heads were worn 
as amulets by Arab women' (W. R. Smith, I.e. 
382), and the foot was used as a charm against 
demons {Kinship, 211). While the Arabs eat it, 
the other inhabitants of Syria, the Turks and the 
Armenians, abstain from it, and the Parsees regard 
it as the uncleanest of animals ; the ancient Britons 
regarded it as taboo, 'gustare fas non putant ' (Ca*s. 
de B. G. v. 12. See Dillm. and Kalisch, Leviticus, 
ii. 55). § It was supposed to menstruate, and was 
thus assimilated to mankind. It was regarded as 
very lascivious (cf. Barn. 10). The coney (Hyrax 
Syriacus) is still avoided for food by Christians 
and Mohammedans in Abyssinia. In the Sinai 
peninsula it, with the panther, is believed to have 
been originally human, and he who eats its flesh, 
it is said, will never see his parents again (W. R. 
Smith, JtS a 88, 444). There is much evidence to 
show that the stoine was a holy animal. While 
forbidden food to the Semites, the taboo was 
variously explained as due to its holiness or un- 
cleanness. It was eaten only in such mystic sacri- 
fices as are described in Is 65»- 8 66 s - The Egyp- 
tians regarded it as highly taboo, not only as food, 

* In spite of this, there la one important respect in which the 

Strimitive type seems not to be preserved. Frequently certain 
oods are taboo to people in various stages of life or certain 
physical conditions, or again to particular orders of people. 
Elaborate rules may be found in Spencer and Gillen, I.e. 2S6, 
467-473 ; Frazer, I.e. L 391. Only slight survivals are to be found 
among the Hebrews, e.g. taboo on wine and whatever comes 
from the grape, imposed on the Nazirite, and his mother before 
his birth, and the prohibition of wine to the priests before offer- 
ing. With such slight exceptions, the food taboos are binding on 
alllsraelites. In this connexion Saul's taboo on eating food till 
evening, unwittingly violated by Jonathan (1 8 I***-"), may be 
referred to. We naturally sympathize with Jonathan's common- 
sense criticism ; but this was somewhat rationalistic for that age, 
and the writer represents J" as too much offended by its trans- 
gression to answer when consulted. Saul wished by this strong 
taboo to assure supernatural aid, such as would be cheaply 
purchased by the impaired efficiency of his men. 

t The relation between these laws is disputed. Some regard 
the law in Deut. as a secondary addition. It seems at least 

Rrohable that the two sections are mutually independent ; and 
is not unlikely that they draw on oral or written tornh-of the 
priest*. Driver and White assign Lv 1 «-« to H. Baentsch 
('Handkom.' Ex.-Lev.) objects that the passages exhibit too 
little of H's phraseology. For a very elaborate analysis see 
Oxf. Hex. ad toe., and art. Lnvmcrs. 

J ' 1 take it, however, that the eating of camel's flesh continued 
to be regarded by the Arabs as in some sense a religious act, 
even when it was no longer associated with a formal act of 
sacrifice ; for abstinence from the flesh of camels and wild asses 
was prescribed by Symeon Stylites to his 8aracen converts ; and 
traces of an idolatrous significance in feasts of camel's flesh 
appear in Mohammedan tradition 1 (W. R. 8niith, I.e. 283). 

I On the Yorkshire superstition of the close connexion betweei 
hares and witches see Fraser, I.e. iii. 408. 
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but to touch ; yet once a year sacrificed it to the 
moon and Osiris, and ate the tlcsh. Its identifica- 
tion with the demon Set or Typhon, the enemy of 
Osiris, is probably a degradation from its original 
identification with Osiris himself. Among the 
Syrians it seems to have been regarded as an in- 
carnation of Tammuz. Its fles'i was also taboo to 
worshippers of Attis. It was further supposed to 
possess magical powers.* 

The criterion that clean animals must be rumi- 
nants with cloven hoof excluded the ass, horse, 
and dog, and all beasts of prey. The ass seems 
from Jg 6* to have been commonly used for food : 
the Midianites 'left no sustenance in Israel, neither 
sheep, nor ox, nor ass ' (cf. 2 K &*). The Arabs 
seem to have regarded it as a sacred animal, and 
it was forbidden to his converts by Symeon Stylites, 
just as our abstinence from horse-flesh is due to the 
prohibition to Christian converts from the worship 
of Odin, to whom it was sacriliced. The story that 
the Jews worshipped the ass may point to the 
worship of it in Syria. The flesh and hoofs were 
used for magical purposes by the Arabs (see W. R. 
Smith, Kinship, 308 ; JtS* 468).t The horse was 
little used by the Hebrews, even in war ; probably 
the uncleanness of the ass would be felt to extend 
to it. Josiah 1 took away the horses that the 
kings of Judah had given to the sun ' (2 K 23") ; 
this connexion with idolatry may account for its 
uncleanness. Four horses were cast into the sea 
at Rhodes at the annual feast of the nun (\V. R. 
Smith, RS' 2 293). The dog seems to be sacred from 
the reference to its use in the mysteries (Is 66 s ). 
Among the Harranians dogs were said in the 
mysteries to be the brothers of men. They seem 
also to have been sacred among the Carthaginians 
and Phoenicians. ' In Moslem countries dogs are 
still regarded with a curious mixture of respect 
and contempt' (W. R. Smith, I.e. 291, 292). J 
Beasts of prey were naturally regarded as unclean, 
because they fed on the blood as well as the flesh 
of their victims. Most of the unclean birds were 
birds of prey or fed on carrion. Others lived in 
ruins, and were regarded as companions of the 
demons who haunted them. (For the ostrich as 
a demon cf. W. R. Smith, I.e. 129, n. 2). It is 
curious to observe how unclean birds mentioned 
in these lists are catalogued with the uncanny 
monsters which are to dwell in the ruins of 
Babylon (Is 13* 1 - 2 -, Jer 50») or Edom (Is 34"-'«). 
No fist of clean birds is given. See article Food 
for those that were eaten. It need only be men- 
tioned that the dove was permitted, though to the 
Syrians taboo in a high degree. § 

Fish also were taboo to the Syrians, who regarded 
ulcers as the penalty for eating them ( W. R. Smith, 
I.e. 292, 449). The Hebrews did not sacrifice, but 
were permitted to eat them. The only restriction 
was that fish without fins and scales might not be 
eaten. The reason was, no doubt, their snake-like 
appearance, the serpent being unclean (see Food). 

Further, in the Law of Holiness (H) ' swinn inn- 
things ' (see art. Creeping Things, where the two 

• 8ee Movers, Die PhUnizier, i. 218 220 (where several further 
exx. are collected); W. H. Smith, I.e. 153, 218, 200, 201, 411, 
475; Frazer, I.e. ii. 200 311; Jevons, I.e. 118, n. 3; the very 
elaborate discussion in Kalisch, Leoiticus, pt. ii. 70-03 ; also art. 
Foon. 

t According to Ex 34*» (JE) the firstling ot an ass had to be 
redeemed with a lamb, but if not redeemed its neck must be 
broken. The later law (Lv 27-'') prcsoril>cd that an unclean 
firstling should be redeemed at the priest's valuation, plus one- 
fifth, but if not redeemed it must be sol I. 

J Frazer mentions that the dog is regarded bv the Oj : bways 
'as unclean, and yet in some respects as holy ' (A'/ic. Brit. 9 art. 
' Taboo '). 

i W. R. Smith, Kinship, 106 ; RS 2 210. The author points out 
that though a ' clean ' bird in legal times, we never read of it in 
OT as an article of diet. It was not used for sacrifices accom- 

Cnied by a meal, but in burnt-offerings and sin-offerings, which 
i a connexion with mystical sacrifices (p. 294). 



terms so translated are distinguished) are forbidden 
(Lv ll 41 -* 4 ). What was included under this term 
may be seen in the article mentioned (vol. i. 518 b ). 
The prohibition of reptiles is explained by the 
superstitions universally attached to serpents. The 
Arabs frequently regarded them as demoniacal, 
and identified them with the jinn (W. K. Smith, 
I.e. 120, 121, 129, 130, 442, Kinship, 197 ; and especi- 
ally Wellh. I.e. 152-155).* The serpent of Un 3 
illustrates the demoniacal nature of these reptiles. 
It is curious that the list in Deuteronomy speaks 
only of ' winged swarming things,' by which appar- 
ently winged insects are meant. These are re- 
garded as unclean also in P(Lv II 30 , unless this 
belongs to H), for the phrase 'winged swarming 
creatures that go on all fours' seems to mean the 
same as ' winged swarming creatures.' Four kinds 
of locusts are permitted for food (see Food, 
Locust). Whether this is a variation from Dt 14 
is uncertain. On the one hand, the rule in the 
latter passage seems to admit of no exception. On 
the other, the term translated ' fowls ' in Dt 14 31 
may be used in this restricted sense of ' winged 
swarming things,' in which case the meaning will I 
be that certain winged insects are clean and lawful | 
food. Inserted in Lv 11 we have a list of things 
the carcases of which produce uncleanness through 
contact (w.* 4 " 1 *). This list includes the unclean 
quadrupeds, and of swarming things — the weasel, 
the mouse, certain lizards, and the chameleon. 

It is curious that the list is not more extensive, especially at i 
the author enters on a casuistical discussion of details. The 
swarming things mentioned were regarded as demoniacal, the 
mouse is coupled with the swine in Is 0tU7 as eaten in the 1 
mysteries there denounced (see W. R. Smith, Kinship, 302, 
303, HS* 293 ; A. Lang, Custom and Myth (1803), 103-120). I 
This section is probably a later addition, not at all on the 
ground that pollution by contact is a late refinement of pollu- | 
tion by eating, for taboo on contact is very ancient, but because 
of its casuistry and its interruption of the context. Touching 
involves uncleanness till the evening, bearing the carcan of the 
quadrupeds induces uncleanness in a deeper degree ; for not 
only is the person unclean till the evening, but he must wash 
his clothes. The carcases of swarming things infect with un- 
cleanness all clothing or vessels, and the food in them. The 
vessels are unclean till the evening, and must be steeped in 
water. If made of earthenware I hey must be broken, as the 
uncleanness would sink into the pores. A fountain or cistern, I 
however, remained clean, though whatever touched the unclean j 
thing (i.e. to remove it) became unclean. Seed was not polluted 
by contact, unless water, by which it would soak in, bad been 
put upon it. 

Contact with a clean beast that died a natural 
death produced uncleanness till the evening. Eat- I 
ing of it or carrying it involved the washing of | 
clothes in addition. In Lv 17" bathing of the 
body is also required. | 

This law is made to apply to the stranger as 
well as the home-born. In Dt 14 s0 the prohibition 
is made absolute for the Hebrews, and based on | 
their holiness to J". But the flesh of such animals 
may be given to the stranger who is sojourning 
in Israel, or sold to the foreigner. t It must j 
be remembered that the law is not sanitary, 1 
but ritual ; there was therefore no reason why's 
taboo, binding on the holy people, should be 
imposed on those who are not members of it. i 
For the priestly legislators the laud is holy, be- j 
cause J" dwells in it, and therefore those who are ; 
in it, Israelites or not, must observe precautions 
against uncleanness. The priests are forbidden to i 
eat such food absolutely (Lv 22 s ). The reason was i 
that the flesh had still the blood within it. Blood 
was always prohibited (1 S 14 s3 , Dt 12 aia , Gn 9*, 
Lv 17 W ' M 3 17 etc.), but the prohibition seems not 
always to have been observed (1 S 14*, Ezk 33 s ). 
It, with the fat, was regarded by primitive peoples i 
as in a special sense the seat of life, and in ordi- 

• For India see Frazer. The Golden Bough* i. 458, 457. 

t In Ex 22*' (JR) • flesh that is torn of beasts in the field ' ii 
not to be eaten, because the Hebrews are holy to J" ; it must be 
cast to the dogs. 



Digitized by Google 



UNCLEAN, UNCLEANNESS 



UNCLEAN, UNCLEANNESS 831 



nary sacrifice was made over to the deity. It is 
probable, however, that in the earliest type of 
sa« ritice it was devoured by the worshippers, and 
in the mystic sacrifices that are referred to in Is 
65. 66 this feature reappeared. The breaking of 
the dog's neck was a killing of it without shedding 
the hlood (see, further, under Food, Sacrifice).* 

The ' sinew of the thigh ' is said in Gn 32 M not 
to be eaten by the Israelites, though no reference 
is made to this in the Law. It became taboo 
through the touch of Jacob's Divine antagonist. 
Probably, as W. R. Smith suggests, ' the thigh is 
a seat of life and procreative power ' (RS 2 380).+ 

The thrice repeated (Ex 23" 34* Dt 14*') taboo 
on seethinp a kid in its mother's milk is discussed 
in the articles FOOD, Goat. Here it is necessary 
to add only what is required by the nature of this 
article. 

We may safely set aside tho view that the rule rests on 
sentimental considerations. It is directed against some re- 
ligious or magical practice in connexion with the dish. The 
common explanation that goat's milk was used to produce 
fruitful crops, while true in itself, dons not account for this 
special prohibition. W. R. Smith suggests that milk was a 
substitute for blood, so that this dish would violate the taboo 
on blood (I.e. 221). But neither does this explain why it is o 
kid so prepared that is forbidden. If goat's milk possessed 
magical qualities, these might be supposed to be present also 
in a sucking kid. The combination of the two doubles the 
magical intensity, and we may suppose that the rite condemned 
was originally pastoral rather than agricultural. The suliscquent 
use of goat's milk in agriculture is a natural application of 
a pastoral charm for fruitfulness. The question may further 
be raised whether it has not been too hastily assumed that 
• mother's milk ' means simply goat's milk, i.e. the milk of any 
goat. The physical blood relation between the kid and its 
dam would make the magic more efficacious, doubling it in 
upon itself. 

As examples of the care with which the Jews 
practised these laws, Dn I 8 , To Jth 12 1 - 3 , 

Ad. Est 14" 1 Mac 2 Mac 6" 7 1 may be 

quoted. 

The ultimate origin of the uncleanness of certain 
animals probably lies in the fact that they were 
totems of primitive Semites. It is true that some 
of the greatest Semitic scholars doubt if the 
Semites passed through the totem stage. Egyp- 
tologist* also seem to be unanimous in denying 
that totemism ever prevailed in Egypt. But'it is 
a question on which the anthropologist also, with 
the comparative method, must be consulted ; and 
Robertson Smith, the chief defender of the theory 
in question, spoke with the authority not only of 
a most eminent Semitist, but that of an expert 
anthropologist. The theory gains much of its 
plausibility from the light and order it brings to 
a number of otherwise obscure and incoherent 
facts. That tho unclean foods are so numerous 
is perhaps due to the very heterogeneous origin of 
the Hebrew people, the totems of many stocks 
being regarded as forbidden food by the united 
nation. At the same time it must be remembered 
that among savage races totem stocks exist side 
by side in the same community, without necessarily 
tabooing each other's totems, though they may 
avoid the ostentation with which they feast on 
the totem of an enemy. Further, even in totem 
clans there are taboos on food at certain stages 
of life or in certain conditions, which are otherwise 
lawful food. We need not, of course, look for 
actual totemism in the historical period of the 
Hebrew people. But if the Semites passed through 
totemism, numerous survivals must be expected, 
and part at least of the prohibitions proliablv are 
to be accounted for in this way. Two principles, 
however, even in this case, may have been at 

• See W. B. Smith, Kinship, 809, 310, ItS* 234, 236, 338-362 : 
Fra*er. I.e. I. 363-362 ; Jevons, I.e. 73, 74. 

t For the same taboo among the N. American Indians, 
accounted for by a mythical story, see Krazer, I.e. ii. 419-421. 
Kainr men also will not eat it. it is ' sent to the principal hoy at 
the kraal, who with his companions consider it as their right.' 



work. The lists in Deuteronomy and Leviticus 
may include food traditionally taboo. In this 
case the Law simply endorses, as in so many 
instances, ancient practices. But they may also 
forbid food, not on the ground of immemorial 
custom, but because its use in heathen rites con. 
stituted a religious danger to Israel. It ought to 
be added that the proof of the demoniacal or 
magical qualities attaching to certain unlawful 
foods in no way conflicts with their totem char- 
acter. On the contrary, as is well illustrated by 
the connexion between the jinn and the wild beasts 
among the Arabs, these qualities are probably 
attributed to them in virtue of their original 
totem significance. 

(c) Uncleanness connected with leprosy. — This 
disease and the purifications after cure are so 
thoroughly dealt with in the article LKPROSY 
that it is unnecessary to add more here than a 
few supplementary remarks. For the view there 
mentioned, that the leper was regarded as the 
victim, in a peculiar degree, of a stroke of God, 
like the man hanged on a tree, 1 accursed of God,' 
we may compare the euphemistic name for it 
among the Arabs, ' the blessed disease,' mub&raka 
(Wellh. I.e. 199). The man 'smitten by God' 
necessarily becomes unclean. We find examples 
of a belief among savages that leprosy may be 
caused by eating the totem animal, though it must 
be added that other diseases might be so incurred, 
skin diseases, however, predominating. With 
this we should compare the fact that the Egyp- 
tians, to whom the swine was taboo in a high 
degree, thought that drinking pig's milk caused 
leprosy (Frazer, I.e. ii. 306, 307). The rules laid 
down for lepers corresponded to those prescribed 
for mourners ; perhaps the feeling entered in that 
leprosy was a living death. The ritual of releasing 
the live bird into the open field, rests on a similar 
idea to that expressed in the 'goat for Azazel.' A 
similar custom was practised by widows in Arabia 
on release from the uncleanness of widowhood, at 
the end of a year.* The bird is said to have died. 
An Assyrian parallel is, ' May the bird to heaven 
cause it (my groaning) to ascend' (RP ix. 51). It 
seems strange that a guilt -offering should be 
required. >iowack (Heb. Arch. ii. 289) thinks the 
author regarded a sin-offering as inadmissible in 
this very peculiar rite, and further took the rite 
over from an earlier time, and did not freely 
create it (see, further, Leprosy). 

(d) Uncleanness connected with death.— This also 
is familiar among primitive peoples. That the 
numerous rites which have grown up around the 
dead express partly a horror of the spirit and 
dread of its return, is true.t But there are many 
examples of rites designed to continue with the 
dead the communion held with them while living.^ 
Frequently the talioos on the dead are attributed 
to ancestor-worship ; but this view seems improb- 
able, for we find the taboo more widely prevalent 
than it is likely ancestor-worship ever was, — and 
the proofs for this among the Hebrews are csrtainly 
not stringent. The taboos rest on the belief that 
the soul survives the body, and lingers near its 

• Wellh. I.e. 171 ; W. R. Smith, I.e. 422. The rcferance to 
Fraser. I.e., in the article Leprosy, corresponds to iii. 15 in the 
second edition. 

t Krazer, I.e. L 325, etc ; Tylor, Le. ii. 25-27 ; W. R. Smith 
I.e. 330, n. 2, 309, 370. 

: W. R. Smith, I.e. 322, 323, 370. 1 Wh.lo the rudest nations 
seek to keep up their connection with the beloved dead, they 
also believe that very dangerous influences hover round death- 
beds, corpses, and graves, and many funeral ceremonies arc ob- 
served as safeguards against these' (33(1, n. 2). 'There is a 
tendency at present, in one school of anthropologists, to explain 
all death customs as due to fear of ghosts. But among the 
Semites, at any rate, almost all death customs, from the kissing 
of the corpse (Gn 501) onwards, are dictated by an affection that 
endures beyond the grave' (323). See. also, Tvlor, Le. 32-34 
(especially the pathetic dirge there quoted) ; Jevons, t.c. 40-68. 
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earthly house or its grave. How serious the 
danger was taken to be, is clear from the highly in- 
fectious character attributed to it.* This prevails, 
probably, among all savage peoples. The Hebrews 
are in this respect more primitive than the Arabs. 
Among the latter, mourning does not usually make 
unclean ; and in Islam contact with the corpse 
does not defile, though it is doubtful if this rule 
prevailed among the ancient Arabs (Wellh. I.e. 
171, 172). Such cases, among the Hebrews, as 
those of contact with the carcases of animals have 
already been dealt with. The human corpse was 
regarded by them as most defiling. Although we 
have no very early evidence, it is unquestionable, 
in view of the savage parallels, that they always 
had this belief, and, in more primitive times, 
probably in a muca intenser form. The late 
codification of the laws in no way disproves, in 
itself, the antiquity of the observances. 

The fullest legislation on the subject is to be 
found in Nu 19 (1?). It is there enjoined that every 
one who touches ' the dead body of a man shall be 
unclean seven days.' If a man die in his tent, 
every one who is in the tent, or who enters it, is 
unclean for seven days ; and any vessel standing 
open in the tent is unclean. In the open field 
actual contact is necessary to produce defilement. 
But such contact was not merely with a body dead 
by the sword or natural death', but even with a 
bone or the grave. Hence it became customary 
to whiten graves, that they might be readily 
avoided and involuntary uncleanness not be con- 
tracted (Mt23*YLk ll u ). The striking illustration 
of the infectious uncleanness of the corpse given 
in Hag 2"- u has been already referred to. The 
law in Nu 19** is that whatever the person thus 
unclean touches shall be unclean, and the person 
who touches this object shall be unclean till even. 
In Nu 5* those unclean by the touch of a corpse 
are put out of the camp along with lepers and 
those who have issues. Josiah defiled the altars at 
the high places with dead men's bones (2 K23 18 - 10 ). 
Similarly, the dead bodies of Gog's host defiled 
the land, which was cleansed only by their burial 
(Ezk .St)'*" 16 ). In old Israel the kings were buried 
close to the temple, a practice warmly denounced 
by Ezekiel as defiling it (43 7-9 ). Bloodshed defiles 
the land-, and the uncleanness can be removed only 
by the blood of him that shed it (Nu 35 sa ).t Hence 
warriors, while holy persons, as already shown," 
were rendered unclean by the slaughter of men in 
war. Thus, after the slaughter of the Midianites, 
those who had killed any one or touched the slain 
had to remain outside the camp seven days, puri- 
fying themselves on the third and seventh day. 
Every thing that could endure fire was passed 
through it, out was also purified with the water of 
separation. All that could not endure the fire was 
passed through water. Clothes had to be washed 
on the seventh day (Nu 31 1 "" 34 ). Some of the 
taboos on warriors have been already discussed. 
The present rule is relegated by some to the class 
of legal refinements which had never any existence 
in the national life. Here, again, the comparative 
method warns us against too hasty a conclusion. 
Even more stringent rules are found among 

• 'Among the Maori* any one who ha«l handled a corpse, helped 
to convey it to the grave, or touched a dead man's hones, was 
cut off from all intercourse, and almost all communication, with 
mankind. He could not enter any house, or come into contact 
with any person or thing, without utterly bedevilling them. . . . 
And when, the dismal term of his seclusion being over, the 
mourner was about to mix with his fellows once more, all the 
dishes he had used in his seclusion were diligently smashed, and 
all the garments he hod worn were carefully thrown away, lest 
they should spread the contagion of his defilement among 
others' (Fraier, I.e. I 323, 824 ; Jevons, i.e. 67, 58, 70-78X 

t When the offender was unknown, guilt was purged from the 
land by the ritual of the heifer, whose neck was broken in an 
uncultivated valley with running water (Dt 211-9). See Hkiker ; 
Driver, ad loe. ; and W. B. Smith, I.e. 370, 371. 



savages.* Their origin seems to be due to dread 
of vengeance from the ghosts of the slain. Among | 
the taboos to which the Nazirite was subject was 
that on contact with the dead. This and the puri- 
fication prescribed for its violation are fully dis- 
cussed in the art. Nazirite. i 

The priest, according to Ezekiel, must come at I 
no dead person to defile himself, except parent, 
child, brother, or unmarried sister. t In the case | 
of the death of such a relative, even after he is 
cleansed he must wait seven days, and then, on 
entering the sanctuary, he must offer a sin -ottering 
(Ezk 44 1 *-* r ). A curious relaxation of the law of 
uncleanness is that those who are unclean by con- 
tact with a dead body may yet eat the passover 
(Nu Q 8 ""). Certain mourning custom* also pro- 
duced uncleanness. Hence the Israelite, when 
offering his charity tithe, was required to affirm i 
that he had not eaten of it while mourning, nor 
removed it from his house while unclean, nor given 
of it for the dead (Dt 26"). If he had eaten of it 
in his mourning, it would have contracted his 
uncleanness. J The reference to giving it for the 
dead is of uncertain meaning. The sense may be 
that he has not sent it to tlie friends of the de- 
ceased for a funeral feast (which would make the 
whole tithe unclean), or that he has not (in ac- 
cordance with a very widespread custom) placed 
some of it in the tomb to serve the spirit for food 
on its road to SheOl, or that he has not used it in 
sacrifices to the dead (cf. Jer 16 7 , itself an obscure 
passage). The bread of mourners is referred to in 
Hos 9* as causing uncleanness. Other mourning 
customs, such as cuttings in the flesh, or making 
baldness between the eyes for the dead, are for- 
bidden in Dt 14 1 , Lv 19*, as incompatible with the 
holiness of the people of J". Both are well-known 
savage customs.g and were regarded as legitimate 
signs of mourning (Jer 16 6 , Ezk 7 18 , Is 22 u ) appar- 
ently down to the time of Ezekiel (see Cuttings 
in the Flesh, Mourning). The mourning cus- 
tom for the captive whom the Israelite (Dt 21" M *) 
takes to wife is interesting. The shaving of head 
and paring of nails remove the uncleanness of 
mourning (cf. the shaving of hair in the cleansing 
of the leper, Lv 14 8 ). A similar rite was performed 
by widows in Arabia after the twelve months they 
spent in a hut outside the camp, neither dressing 
the hair nor cutting the nails. |[ 

Purification from the uncleanness caused by a > 
dead body was effected by the 'water of separa- 
tion,' made by pouring water on the ashes of a red 1 
heifer (Nu 19). The heifer was completely burnt, I 
along with cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet. The | 
burning of the blood in this rite is unique: it 1 
was clearly intended to communicate an intenser | 
sanctity to the ashes. The ashes were kept in a | 
clean place outside the camp, and 'living water' 
was poured on them. Then the unclean was 

* Frazer, I.e. 331-330. The account of the Pima Indians is 
especially noteworthy as showing that taboos far more 'im- 
practicable ' than those enjoined in Nu 31 are actually observed. 
The uncleanness and purification prescribed in this passage for 
warriors after the return from battle are similar to those recog- 
nized over a very wide area. 

t Unmarried sister, because marriage was regarded as trans- 
ferring her to the husband's family. The same feeling underlie! 
the law that the priest's daughter on marriage to a stranger 
loses the tight to eat of the heave-offerings of the holy thino 
(Lv 22>2). Women could not eat of the sin-offering (Lv ©*), 
guilt-offering (7«), or meal-offering ((U8), on account of their high 
sanctity. 

J For taboos on mourners and mourning customs see Fraser, 
I.e. i. 388, 380 ; W. R. Smith, I.e. 322-326, 336 ; Wellh. Lc 170, 
171, 1770. ; Spencer and Oillen, Lc 400, 600-607, 600. 

I Sec, for example. Spencer and GiUen, i.e. 600, 510. 

I W. R. Smith, I.e. 428, 447 ; Wellh. I.e. 171. The meaning ol 
the custom is clearly brought out by Eraser, i.e. L 388, 380. He 
quotes parallels from mourning customs in ancient India, I 
Borneo, and the West Coast of Africa. It is very instructive, s* 
throwing light on the underlying idea, that moral uncleanness 
is purged away in some cases by the shaving off of all the bair 
and bathing in the sacred stream. 
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sprinkled by a clean person on the third and the 
seventh days, and on the latter he washed his 
clothes and bathed his body, -and was clean at even. 
The priest who superintended the slaughter and 
burning of the heifer, and the man who burned 
her, bad to wash their clothes, bathe, and be 
unclean till even. He who gathered the ashes had 
to wash his clothes, and be unclean till even ; he 
who sprinkled the water had to wash his clothes, 
and he who touched it was unclean till even (see, 
further, art. Red Heifer). The purifications pre- 
scribed after the slaughter of the Midianites (Nu 
31 ,-S4 ), including tire for metal, have been already 
referred to. 

iii. UNCLEANNESS AND RITUAL. — Throughout 
the history of Israel uncleanness disqualified a 
man for the worship of God. David s absence 
from the sacred festival was fully accounted for 
by the supposition of his uncleanness ( 1 S 20 28 ) ; 
Jeremiah was 'restrained,' probably by unclean- 
ness, and could not go into the temple (Jer 36 s ). 
The idea has undergone an ethical transformation 
when the song of the seraphim and the smoke of 
the Divine resentment (?) make the heart of Isaiah 
quail at the consciousness that in his moral im- 
parity he has dared to cross the temple threshold 
(Is 6*»). In spite of Ezekiel's complaints that 
the priests had not caused the people to discern 
between the clean and the unclean (22*), it is clear 
that some rules were all along observed. Yet 
these permitted practices which, from the stand- 
point of Judaism, were highly irregular. Uncircum- 
cised foreigners were allowed to enter the sanctuary 
(Ezk 44 7 ). Ezekiel insists that this shall be 
absolutely forbidden in the future (44 8 ). Uncir- 
cumcision in the male worshipper was regarded 
as uncleanness, ■ as a state which precluded him 
from communion with God. So we read that into 
the restored Jerusalem, the holy city, there shall 
come no more the uncircumcised and the unclean 
(Is 52 1 ). The rule is strongly enforced in the Law. 
Similarly, the unclean may not pass along the holy 
way by which pilgrims come up to the temple 
(Is 35 8 ). The sacred feasts may be observed by any 
clean Israelite. The meat of the peace-offerings 
may be eaten by any clean person, but any one 
eating with his uncleanness upon him will be cut 
off by the stroke of Divine judgment (Lv 7 IB " S1 )-* 
On the other hand, both clean and unclean were 
permitted to eat the flesh of sacrificial animals if 
they were not brought in sacrifice (Dt 12" IS 23 ), 
but the blood had to be poured out on the earth 
as water. Naturally, uncleanness disqualified the 
priests for eating holy things (Lv 22 s5 " 7 , cf. Is 52 u ). 
If, further, the sacred food touched anything 
unclean, it might not be eaten (Lv 7 W ). 

A very interesting law is that forbidding an iron 
tool to be used on the stones of which the altar is 
constructed (Ex 20» Dt 27 8 ; 6 , Jos 8"). Exodus, it 
is true, does not mention iron ; it simply forbids 
the altar to be polluted by the use of a tool to hew 
the stones. But the point of the prohibition lies 
in the reference to iron. It can scarcely be that 
the requirement that the stones shall be unhewn 
is a protest against the intrusion of culture into 
religion. Nor can there be any question of offend- 
ing the deity that dwelt in the stone, for it is not 
a monolith, but a structure built out of several 
stones, that the author has in view. Nor is the 
use of iron in war and its consequent connexion 
with death regarded as unfitting it for the service 
of God (in this case 1 Ch 22* might be compared). 
The taboo on iron in ritual is very widely observed. 
It is wholly due to * the conservatism of the re- 

* The apparent exception to thia principle already mentioned, 
that the uoclean by touch of a dead body might eat the poss- 
• o* er, is partially accounted for bv the fact that in P the passover 
M not considered a sacrifice (cf . 2 Ch 80"», Ezr 6*°). 
VOL IV.— S3 



ligious instinct.' Long after iron came into 
common use in daily life, the dread of innovation 
in religion forbade it to be employed in ritual. 
Hence bronze knives continued: to be used in 
religious ceremonies after iron knives were in 
common use. Rut it is even more striking that 
survivals from the Stone Age should persist into 
the Iron Age than that we should have survivals 
from the Bronze Age. Yet of this there are several 
examples. The true parallel to the prohibition of 
the iron tool on the altar is Zipporah's circum- 
cision of her son with a flint (Ex 4=*), and Joshua't 
circumcision of the Israelites with flint knives 
(Jos &-*).• 

Lastly, the reference* to foreign lands as unclean 
have a ritual significance. Palestine was the only 
land in which «F' could be worshipped with sacrifice 
and offering, unless soil were actually taken from 
the clean into the unclean land, as was done by 
Naaman (2 K 5"), whose point of view, we need 
not doubt, was shared by ordinary Israelites. 
Exile was therefore regarded with dread, for it 
severed the connexion of the worshipper with his 
God. And since neither tithe nor first-fruit could 
be offered, the crops remained unclean, and those 
in an unclean land were compelled to eat unclean 
f6od(Hos9*-4). 

iv. Uncleanness in NT.— Since nothing in the 
Law touched the daily life of the Jew at so many 
points as the laws of uncleanness and purification, 
and that not only in the Dispersion (where the 
sacrificial system could not legally be practised) 
but in Palestine itself, it was natural that the 
scribes should develop the rules concerning it with 
the most painful minuteness. Casuistry, in fact, 
ran riot in this inviting field. The NT has many 
references to the laws of purification, and the 
largest of the six books of the Mishna (nviro "no) is 
devoted to this subject. Thirty chapters in it are 
devoted to the single subject of vessels. The rules 
went far beyond anything laid down in even the 
most casuistical Pentateuch laws. This is shown 
most of all in the regulations about the Washing 
of Hands. It was granted that these were not 
found in the Law, but were only traditions of the 
ciders ; yet they were very strictly enforced. The 
chief point to observe is that the hands were 
washed before food although they might l>e cere- 
monially clean. At first adopted by the Pharisees, 
it became a practice almost universal among Jews. 
Probably its origin was to prevent any contact 
with food when the person might have uncon- 
sciously contracted defilement. If the hands were 
known to be unclean, two washings before food 
were required. It also became customary to wash 
the hands after food ; and some Pharisees, in- 
genious in discovering new ways of self-righteous- 
ness, washed between the courses. The washing 
of the hands was performed by pouring, the hands 
being held with the fingers up, so that the unclean- 
ness might be washed down away from the fingers. 
The water had to run down to the wrist, else the 
ceremony was ineffectual (Edersheim thinks that 
in Mk 7 s we should translate 1 to the wrist' ; 

but see Swete's note). We have a further reference 
to the Jewish custom in the story of the marriage 
at Cana, where there were six stone waterpots for 
the water of purification (Jn 2 s ; cf. also the dis- 
cussion between John the Baptist's disciples and 
a Jew about purification, Jn 3 M , and the Jews 
purifying themselves or avoiding defilement before 
thepassover, 11" 18 M ). 

* See Fraser, Le. i. 344-348. Anionic the natives of Central 
Australia circumcision and subincision are still performed with 
stone knives, though iron knives are known. But, according to 
tradition, circumcision was originally performed with the fire- 
stick, and the stone knives were adopted because so many died 
in consequence of the operation (Spencer and Oillen, I.e. 223, 224, 
894-402). 
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More importance attaches to the attitude of 
Jesus and the apostles to these customs. He 
excited the surprise of a Pharisee because He did 
not wash His hands before breakfast (Lk 11 s8 "* 1 ); 
and His disciples, by the same neglect, led the 
scribes and Pharisees to challenge J esus to account 
for their behaviour (Mk 7 1 " 6 , Mt 15 1 - 8 ). This gave 
Him occasion to denounce the making void of the 
word of (Jod through tradition, and to enunciate 
the great liberating principle that not that which 
goeth into a man defiles him, but that which 
cometh out of him, from the heart. At one stroke 
He repealed all the Levitical rules as to unclean 
meats (Mk Mt 15 a :M ). There can be no such 
thing as ceremonial, there is only moral defile- 
ment. It was long, however, before this decisive 
pronouncement was really appreciated by the dis- 
ciples. Just before he was sent to Cornelius, St. 
Peter could say that he had never eaten anything 
common or unclean (Ac 10 14 ). The principle was 
adopted, with concessions to Jcwisli prejudices 
against meats ottered to idols, things strangled, 
and blood, in the letter of the Church of Jerusalem 
(Ac 15"). St. Paul expressed the principle in the 
clearest form — that all things are clean, and nothing 
of itself is unclean (Ro 14 14!0 , cf. Tit l 16 ). 'All 
things are lawful ; meats for the belly, and the 
belly for meats : but God will destroy both it and 
them' (1 Co 6 1 *). Nay, food perishes in the very 
act of use. What we can destroy must not be 
suffered to rule us (Col 2 t0 ' :a ). So Christians must 
not permit themselves to be judged in meat or 
drink (Col 2 18 ). But, in actual practice, both Jesus 
and St. Paul made gracious concessions to Jewish, 
feeling. Jesus bade the leper otter for his cleansing 
the things which Moses commanded (Mk 1**). And 
St. Paul himself, becoming a Jew to the Jews, 
submitted to a rite of purification (Ac 21 38 ). This 
apostle laid down the great principle that Chris- 
tians must be governed by the law of love ; and, 
while we cannot make the conscience of another 
the measure of our own, we must exhibit always 
the tenderest consideration for the scruples of 
others, lest we place a stumbling-block in their 
way ; and, further, that where these scruples exist, 
he who entertains them must not defile his con- 
science by violating them. But it is clear that in 
the Christian atmosphere the essentially heathen 
idea of ceremonial uncleanness could not survive. 

Literature. —The most important baa been freely quoted in 
the article. Most is to be learned from W. R. Smith and Frazer 
(cf . also his art. 1 Taboo ' in the Bne. Brit.*). For Arab usage 
Wellhausen's Hette Arab. Heid.i is valuable. For non-Semitic 
parallels Jevons' Jntrod. to the Hist, of Bet., and Spencer and 
Qillen't very important work, The Native Tribe* of Central 
A ustralia, are most useful. The Hebrew customs are treated 
by Benzinger, and much more fully by Nowack, in their works 
on Hebrew Archaeology. Their conclusions on several points 
might have been modified by a more thorough study of savage 

Grallels, through which alone we can hope to understand the 
■aell t ish ideas and usages. The discussion in the OT Theoliyjies 
of Schultz, Dilhnann, Smend, and Marti may also be consulted, 
together with Stade's in his GVI* i. 481-4S7. The commen- 
tators on Leviticus deal with the subject ; the soundest treat- 
ment is probably that of Baentsch in Nowaek's Uandkommentar. 
Bertholefs commentary in Marti's Knrzcr Hand-Comment ar 
appeared too late to be used in this article. An article by J. C. 
Matthes, ' De begrippen rein en onrein in het OT,' in the ThT 
xxxiii. (1899) 293 ff., has not been read by the present writer. 

A. S. Peake. 
UNDERGIRD. — See art. Ships and Boats, 
p. 508". 

UNDERLING.— Sir 4" 'Make not thyself an 
underling to a foolish man' (p.i\ inroo-Tpuxrvs oeavrbv 
avOpilnrt? fivpf, RV * Lay not thyself down for a 
fool to trend upon ' : for {/xoo-Tpuyvvfii used literally 



Btinyan, Holy War, p. 15, « Can you Imj kept by 
any Prince in more slavery and in greater bondage 



than von are under this day? You are made 
underlings, and are wrapt up in inconveniences.' 

J. Hastings. 

UNDER8ETTER (IP? 'shoulder,' esp. as sup- 
port for burdens). — The Heb. word (in the plu ..) 
is translated ' undersetters ' only in 1 K 7" **«■ ■****, 
and the meaning there is pedestals for the bases of 
the la vers in the temple. The Eng. word means 
props or supports, but that it is not altogether 
an inappropriate translation the foil, quotation 
shows : Gn 49"> Wyclif (1388), * Isachar . . . undir- 
settide his schuldre to here.' Elyot (Governonr, 
i. 28) says that ' a wyse and counnynge gardener, 
purposynge to have in his gardeine a fine and 
precious herbe,' will, 'as it spryngeth in stalke, 
under sette it with some thyng that it breake nat, 
and alway kepe it cleane from weedea.' Tindale 
uses the verb metaph.. Expos, p. 208, ' If our souls 
lie truly underset with sure hope and trust.' 
Wyclif ( 1388) has the form ' undersettings ' in Ezk 
41* (same Heb.), the 1382 ed. having 'shoulders.' 

J. Hastings. 

UNDERTAKE. — Is 38" 'O Lord, I am op- 
pressed; undertake for me' (*J3"W, RV 'be thou 
my surety' : in Job IT 3 the very same form of the 
verb is rendered in AV ' put me in a surety,' 
RV ' be surety for me '). The Eng. word has the 
usual sense ot the intrans. verb, 'to assume re- 
sponsibility for,' ' become surety for.' Cf. Fuller, 
Holy War, p. 137, ' The barren warres in Syria 
starved the undertakers.' J. Hastings. 

UNDERWRITE.— 2 Mac 9 18 ' He wrote unto the 
Jews the letter underwritten' (rijr iToyeypatnntnp 
i-wiarokty). The word is used literally, as* RV 
' the letter written below.' the words of the lett r 
being then quoted. Cf. Shaks. Macbeth, v. viiL 
26— 

• We'll have thee, as our rarer monsters are. 
Painted uj>on a pole, and underwit 
" Here may you see the tyrant." * 

J. Hastings. 
UNEASY is now restless, but in its only occur- 
rence in A V it means literally ' not easy,' ' diffi- 
cult ' : 2 Mac 12- 1 ' The town was hard to t»esiege, 
and uneasy to come unto' (bvo-wpbo-iTot, RV 'diffi- 
cult of access'). So Shaks. Tempest, I. iL 451 — 

* This swift business 
I must uneasy make, lest too light winning 
Make the prize light.' 

The modern sense is quite as old, thus // Henry 
IV. ill. i. 10- 

' Why rather, sleep, liest thou in smoky cribs, 
Upon uneasy pallet* stretching thee?' 

J. Hastings. 
UNGRACIOUS.-ThisEn". word occurs in 2 Mac 
4 1B 'this ungracious Jason (laowr 6 /uapjt, RV 
'vile'), 8 s4 'that most ungracious Nicanor' {6 
Tpt<ra\friiptos Hiicd.vwp, RV 'thrice-accursed'), l."r* 
' the most ungracious wretch ' (6 rpto-aXir^pios, RV 
' the thrice-accursed wretch '), always in the sen* 
now conveyed by graceless. So Mt 18 SJ in Cran- 
mer's Bible, ' O thou ungracious ser vaunt' ((Jr. AoZ\t 
xoftjpi). Cf. Erasmus, Credc 45, ' Rejoysvnge in 
synne and ungratiousnes ' ; Hos 7 1 Cov."'\Vhen I 
undertake to make Israel whole, then the un- 
graciousnesse of Ephraim and the wicked nes of 
Samaria commeth to light.' J. Hastings. 

UNICORN (a*n and d'K"! r?em, on. rhn ; cf. 
Assyr. rimn [see Schroder, KAT* 456]l. — The vari- 
ous forms of the Heb. word refer to an animal, 
characterized by its great strength (Nu 23 aj 24*1, 
untameableness (Job SO 8, ,0 ), fteetness and activity 
(Ps 29"), noted for its horn (Ps 92'°), of which it 
had more than one (Dt 33" otn \np 'horns of a 
re em,' not pi. as in AV ' unicorns ' ; cf. Ps 22 s1 
c'9! '3T\S ' horns of rem*'), associated with bullocks 
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and bolls (Is 34 7 ). All of these references seem to 
point to a well-known animal, probably of the ox 
tribe. Certainly they do not refer to the fabulous 
unicorn, a rendering which has been adopted 
from the LXX povoKipw, which is the word in all 
the above passages except the lost, where the 
rendering is &8pol = ' strong ones.' The Arab, rim 
is undoubtedly a white antelope, probably the 
leucoryx. Some of the above references would 
suit this animal. But most of them seem to 
imply a creature of the ox sort, and one of the 
strongest and fiercest of its group. R V tr. it ' wild 
ox,' m. ■ ox-antelope.' Two species of wild oxen 
once abounded in Palestine. One, Bos primigenius, 
the Auerochs of the -Old Germans, is now quite 
extinct everywhere. The other, Bison bonasus 
or Bos urus, which the Germans erroneously call 
the Auerochs, still exists in the forests of Lithu- 
ania and in the Caucasus. The latter cannot be 
the rCim, on account of the shortness of its horns. 
The former was noted for its size, and the prodigious 
length and strength of its horns. It existed in Ger- 
many down to the time of Caesar (Bell. Gall. vi. 
28), and is depicted on the monuments of Assyria 
as one of the animals hunted by the kings of 
that country. (See art. ASSYRIA, vol. i. p. 182 b ). 
Relics of it are found in the bone brecchia caves 
of Lebanon, and in the lake-dwellings of Switzer- 
land. It is probable that it was not extinct until 
the Middle Ages. It is every way likely that this 
is the animal intended by the rS em. Cf. Tristram, 
Nat. Hist, of Bible, 146 If., and Driver, Deut. 407. 

G. E. Post. 

UNKNOWN GOD iS.yyuxrrot 0t6t).— In his speech 
at Athens, St. Paul l>e^ins by referring to the uni- 
versal interest in religious matters shown by the 
Athenians. In passing through the city he had 
seen an altar dedicated TO THE UNKNOWN 
GOD (iyvuxrrv 0e<?). He makes this the text of his 
speech, saying that that Divine power which they 
ignorantly worshipped he would declare to them 
(Ac 17 a ). An exact parallel to this inscription is 
not known. An inscription is quoted from Eu- 
thalius(ed. Zacagn. p. 514) : OeoU Afflai Kal EcpuiT^t 
*rai Ai/9isi}s, 0€<fi 6.y»6cTip koI According to 

Jerome (on Tit 1"), the Athenian inscription was 
Deis ignotis ct peregrinis. Other quotations are 
Paus. I. i. 4 : G«ir aypAorw koI ypwwp ; Philaster, 
Vit. Apoll. vi. 3 : ' hdijrvftxiv, oO Kal ifnixrrwv Stuniruv 
pw/xol tSpwr ai. None of these give the parallel 
required, but all suggest that such an inscription 
would be possible. The whole point of the inscrip- 
tion lay in its being in the singular ; and il is quite 
uncalled for to suggest, as Mass does, that St. Paul 
wrote originally in the plural because the neuter 
(6 . . . rovro) in the next verse is changed by later 
MSS into the masculine (see Blass, ad loc). 

A. C. HKADLAM. 

UNLEAVENED BREAD. — See Leaven and 
Passover. 

UNNI ('»).— 1. The name of a Levitical family 
of musicians, 1 Ch 15' 8 (B 'EXcwifX, K "MA, A AW, 
Luc. 'Awiat) » (BN 'Qrd, A 'Aparl, Luc 'A»wfaf)> 
2. See Ukno. 

UNNO (uy Klthibh, followed by RV ; but JTM 
Unnl (so AV, cf. 1 Ch IB**)).— The name of a 
family of Levites that returned with Zerubbabel, 
Neh 12" « (BA om., K c - » 'lard, Luc. '\avai). 
Guthe would read o'j'y, which he finds represented 
by the avtKpovorro of Lucian, taking the 'laval of 
the latter to ho a doublet of this word, and 
dropping Bakbukiah as an explanatory gloss 
derived from 11". 

UNRIOHT.— Wis 12" « To whom thou mightest 



shew that thy judgment is not unright •* (8ri ovk 
&81kui txpivaf, Rv ' that thou didst not judge un- 
righteously '). We find ' unright ' lor unrighteous 
also in 'lindale, as Pent. (Mombert's ed.), p. 
exxviii, ' Avims, a kynde of Giauntes, and the 
worde signifieth crooked, unright, or weaked.' 
More common, however, is the subst. 1 unright ' 
for unrighteousness, wrong ; thus Tindale's Pent. 
Gn 16 s (ed. 1530), ' Thou dost me unrighte ' (changed 
in 1535 ed. into, • The wrong I entire be on thy 
head') ; Dt 25 ,a ' All that doo unright are abomi- 
nacion unto the Lord.' J. Hastings. 

UNTOWARD.— The meaning of this word is 
seen in the foil, quotation from the Judgement 
of the Synode at Dort, p. 32, * All men therefore 
are conceived in sin, and borne the children of 
wrath, untoward to all good tending to salvation, 
forward to evil.' It occurs in Ac 2*° 'Save your- 
selves from this untoward generation' (dro rjjs 
yevtat rtjt ffKoXtat Toirnji, RV 'from this crooked 
generation'). The subst. ' untowardness ' is also 
found in AV in the headings to Is 28, Hos 6. 

J. Hastings. 

UPHARSIN.— See Mene, Mene, Tekel, Upiiar- 
sin. 

UPHAZ (ten ; in Jer 10 9 Mw^df, Q"* Zovfrlp, 
Vulg. Ophaz; in Dn 10 s Theod. 'Itydf; Vnlg. 
[aunnn] obriznm). — There is considerable uncer- 
tainty as to this word, which is much increased by 
the diverse opinions of the ancient authorities. 
Thus LXX has in Dn 10 8 Kal tt/k 6c<pvv xepte{u<r- 
fUvos Pvtrfflvtf), Kal iK fUffov aCrrod <p&s instead of 
Theodotion's Kal &<r<piis aCrrov Ttptefuffitvy if xpwtUp 
'tt<f>d{, implying considerable divergence as to the 
reading. The Vulg. aunim obrizum is evidently 
based upon a comparison of the Heb. form of 
Uphaz with 19 puz, ' pure gold,' whilst the Gr. 
Mu>0df implies some such variant reading as ic-a 
miiphuz, ' pure,' said of gold, though the Gr. trans- 
lator of Jer 10 regarded this, like its variant 
Ophaz, as the name of a place. On the other 
hand, the mention of gold in both passages where 
the word occurs, naturally caused other translators 
to think of -i^k Ophir, from which the Heb. fonn 
of Uphaz (without the vowel-points) differs only in 
having J for "i.* It is apparently this which has 
given rise to the Gr. var. "Zoviptip (see art. Ophir) 
in Q m * (so also the Targ. and Pesh.). Among the 
conjectures as to the position of Uphaz may be 
mentioned that of Hitzig, that it may be the 
Sanskr. vipoma (' the free '), designating an Indian 
colony from the neighbourhood of the Hyphasis 
( = Hvphas= Uphaz) or Indus (Sanskr. vipdca), 
which had settled in Yemen— an identification 
which has been described as 'more acute than 
probable.' 

Litrb ati'RB. — Collect Bibellexikon, and Riehm, HandwMer- 

T. G. Pinches. 

UR (nie 'flame'). — Father of one of David's 
heroes, 1 Ch 11 s6 (B ZQ6p, A Qpi, Luc. OOp). See 
Ahasbai. 

UR OF THE CHALDEES (d^s nm ; 4 x *p« [™H 
XaXSalwv ; Ur Chaldmorum), — The name of this 
city or district occurs four times in the OT, namely, 
Gn ll a>H1 15J, and Neh 9 T ; and as there is no indi- 
cation as to its position, except that it was ' of the 
Ohaldtt'ans,' much uncertainty exists as to its 
identification, which is increased by the fact that 
the LXX do not transcribe the name Ur, but sub- 
stitute for it xwpa, ' country.' Apparently on 
account of its comparative nearness to Canaan, 
whither Tcrah and his family were bound (Gn 11"), 

•The reading n;i|t instead of 15SM is adopted by Ewald, 
Klostonnann, Prince, Driver, Marti [' probably 'J, et al. 
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and because of the passage in Ac 7 2 - \ where the 
proto- martyr, St. Stephen, places it in Mesopo- 
tamia, many have supposed it to be identical with 
Urfa or Orfa, which the Greeks named Edessa. 
The origin of this city is attributed by Isidore 
to Neni broth or Nimrod, which opinion is confirmed 
by Ephraem, who states that Nimrod ruled at 
Aroch and Edessa (Comm. in Genesim). From 
Isidore's reference to MaVrov "Oppa, which Vaux ex- 
plains aa * evidently the Orrha of Mannus, who 
was one of the kings of Edessa,' the ancient name 
of the place has been described as Orrha, the like- 
ness of which to Ur is evident. As, however, this 
name would seem not to be provable before B.C. 
150, it is doubtful whether it can be quoted in 
support of the identification of Edessa with so old 
a site as Ur of the Chaldees. Indeed, according 
to Appian, the town itself was comparatively 
modern, having been built by SeleucuH. Testi- 
mony to the firm belief of the Mohammedans 
that Urfa is the ancient Ur of the Chaldees is 
to be found in the fact that the chief mosque 
there hears the name of the 'Mosque of Abraham,' 
whilst the pond in which the sacred fish are kept 
is called * the lake of Abraham the Beloved.' 

Another tradition, which is at the same time also 
the received opinion of scholars at the present time, 
is, that Ur of the Chaldees is the modem Mugheir, 
or, niore correctly, Mukayyar, 'the pitchy,' so 
called from the bitumen used in the construction 
of the principal building on the site. The original 
name of this place was Uru, and as it lies in S. Baby- 
lonia, anciently called (though not by the native 
inhabitants) Chalda>a, such an identification would 
leave but little to be desired. It is contained in a 
tradition quoted by Eusebius from Eupolemus, who 
lived about B.C. 150, to the effect that, tenth in 
generation and thirteenth in descent, there lived 
in the city of Babylonia called Camarine (Kaftapiri)), 
which is called by some the city Urie (Ovpiij), a man 
named Abraham, of noble race, and superior to all 
others in wisdom. As Eupolemus occupied himself 
especially with Jewish history, there is hardly any 
doubt that what he says was the common opinion 
of the Jews at the time. That the place he 
refers to is that now represented by Mugheir is 
proved by the fact that its later name, Camarine 
(perhaps Aramaic), is evidently connected with the 
Arabic name for the moon, kamar, and that the 
city anciently occupying the site is now known to 
have been the great centre of Babylonian moon- 
worship. The statement that it was in Iris time 
called oy some Urie is significant, as it suggests 
that the ancient name was going out of use. 

The position of this city is close to the point 
where the Shatt al-Hai enters the Euphrates, about 
125 miles N.W. of the Persian Gulf. Babylonian 
lists of wooden objects refer to a class of ship called 
Urite, suggesting that it was anciently not so far 
from the sea, its present inland position being to 
all appearance caused by the alluvial deposits at 
the head of the Gulf. The ruins cover an oval 
space, 1000 yards long by 800 wide, and consist of 
a number of low mounds within an enclosure. The 
principal ruin is near the northern end, and is 
evidently the remains of a tower in stages, such 
as many of the cities of Babylonia and Assyria 
anciently possessed, and similar to the Birs-Nimroud 
(generally regarded as the tower of Babel) and the 
temple of Bel us at Babylon (which Nebuchadnezzar 
calls ' the tower of Babylon '). From the bricks of 
this building we obtain indications of its history, 
among the kings who restored it being Ur-Engur, 
Dungi his son (about B.c. 2700), Kudur-mabug and 
his son Arad-Sin (or Eri-Aku = Arioch), and Nftr- 
Addi ; whilst other names found in connexion with 
this or otlier ruins on the site are, En-anna-duma, 
Bur-Sin, Isme-Dagan and his son Gungunu, ltiui- 
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Sin (probably the some as Arad-Sin or Eri-Aku), 
Sin-idinnam of Larsa, and Kuri-galzu son of Bur- 
naburias. The principal ruin, which was, as has | 
been already said, the great temple-tower of the 
place, was apparently ' the supreme great temple ' I 
(e gala maha), called, to all appearance, E-su-gana- 
dudu. Nahonidus, in the inscription on the four I 
beautiful cylinders found at the four corners of 
this edifice, tells us that he restored it, and, in doing i 
so, seemingly came across the records of Ur-Engur, I 
and Dnngi his son, whom he apparently regards . 
as its founders. From this inscription we gather 
that the tower bore also the names of E-lugal-gaga- 
sisa and E-gis-sir-gala. South of the temple-tower j 
of Nannara was the temple of the goddess Nin- I 
gala, and south-east E-gipara, ' the temple of the 
lady of the gods.' Like other renowned cities in 
Babylonia, it was one of the sacred places to which ' 
the dead were taken for burial, and is completely 
surrounded by graves. In the time of Ur-Engur ! 
and his successors, it was the capital of the district, 
and an exceedingly important place, many of the 
smaller States around being subject to it. The i 
possession of important shrines naturally added 
to its influence, and Peters states that from the I 
amount of slag found there it must have been | 
also one of the principal manufacturing centres 
of the district in which it lies. Many scholars 
are of opinion that proof of the identity of Ur of 
the Chaldees with this site lies in the fact that 
Haran, to which city Terah and his family mi- 
grated, was also a centre of moon-god worship, 
whilst the sacred mountain of the Jews, Sinai, 
being so named after Sin, the moon-god, is a 
further confirmation. This, however, is a point 
which may well be left undecided, as it is by no 
means certain that Terah and his family were 
worshippers of the moon ; and, even supposing that 
such was the cose, Haran may have been selected 
for other reasons than that the moon -god was wor- 
shipped there, shrines to that deity being not 
uncommon in the ancient East. 

Notwithstanding the inherent probability of the 
identity of the ancient Babylonian Urn (Mugheir) 
with the biblical Ur of the Chaldees, the name is 
not so near as might be wished. The Heb. form 
has a long vowel, represented by u», at the begin- 
ning, and no vowel at all after the consonant ("»). In 
the Bab. Uru, however, though there is no indica- 
tion that the end-vowel was long, there is but little 
doubt that it was originally so, as the non-Semitic 
(Akkadian) form Urima, or, better, Uritca, shows. 
Frd. Delitzsch (Parodies, p.' 228) expresses the 
opinion that the old form of the name in Akkadian 
was Uruni (Uruma) ; but that this is not auiU 
correct, is proved by the 4 -column syllabary 
82-8-16, I,* where the non-Semitic pronunciation 
is given as Uri, the terminal -ma or -tm, found I 
in the archaic brick-inscriptions from the site, being | 
(as is usual in the Assyr.-Bab. syllabaries) omitted, j 
There would, then, seem to be but little doubt that 
these last two syllables, -inui or -itca, are in part 
preserved in the form Urie (Otfpiij), used by Eupole- 
mus as quoted by Eusebius. It is true that it im- 
plies that the » of iwa only was heard, but the 
Heb. form, which is undoubtedly older, does not 
contain it. 

This circumstance leads to the probability that 
the Ur-Kasdim of the OT may, in reality, stand 
for more than the name of a mere city ; and if this j 
be the case, it is not impossible that by these words 
the whole land of Akkad was intended — the Uri or 
Ura of the non-Semitic (Akkadian) inscriptions. 
The patriarch and his family in such a case wonld 
have had the whole extent of the province of Akkad 

• Published by T. O. Pinches in S. A. Smith's MitcelUuieotu 
Auyrian Text; 1887 (pL MX 
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(northern Babylonia) in which to roam and find 
pasturage for their flocks and herds, instead of 
being confined to the neighbourhood of the city of 
Uru(Mngheir). Ur-Kasdim, * Urof theChaldamns' 
(the ' land of the Chaldseans ' of the LXX), is prob- 
ably so called in order to distinguish it from some 
other Ur where the Chaldseans were not ; and, in 
this case, either the province of Ura (Akkad) or the 
city of Uriwa would suit best, to the exclusion of 
Urfa and the castle of Ur between Hatra and 
Nisibis. 

From exceedingly early times the kings of Baby- 
lonia called themselves kings of Kengi-Ura, i.e. 
Sumer and Akkad, and from this equivalence it is 
clear that Uri or Ura is the same as the district 
(not the city) called Akkad, and so named appar- 
ently from one of the chief cities, known as Agade, 
Semiticized into Akad or Akkad. On this account 
the Semitic population called the whole tract 
Akkadu, ' the Akkadian (land),' to the exclusion 
of Uru, which name was already used, to all 
appearance, as the Semitic form of Uriwa. That 
they did not call this Akkadian district Uru may 
be regarded as an argument against its possible 
identification with Ur of the Chaldees, though it 
would seem, on the other hand, to be to a certain 
extent justified by the translation of the LXX, 
whose rendering, ' country of the Chaldaaans,' not- 
withstanding that it does not seem to represent 
any Semitic or non- Semitic Babylonian expres- 
sion,* may nevertheless be due to some tradition 
which they possessed. In connexion with this it 
is worthy of note that Ur, in the Heb. text, is not 
called the * city,' but the 4 land ' of the nativity of 
Harnn, who died there ' in the presence of his father 
Terah.' 

The tradition that Ur of the Chaldees is repre- 
sented by the ruins known as Warka may be dis- 
missed, as this is now known to be the Erech of 
Gn 10™, called by the Babylonians Uruk.\ Its 
identification with the castle of Ur (Ammianus 
Marcellinus, XXV. viii. 7) in the Mesopotanrian 
desert between Hatra and Nisibis, is also worth- 
less, this place having been founded by the 
Persians. 

Concerning the name itself, it is needful to state 
that Kaldu is to all appearance a late word, not 
provable in the cuneiform inscriptions before the 
9th cent B.C., when Adad-nirari ill. uses it, and 
seems to mean, by the expression mAt Kaldi, the 
whole of Babylonia. The Heb. Kasdim preserves 
the original s, changed, in the native form, into I 
before the dental. % 

Literature. — Loftus, Travel*, 1857 ; Delitzach, Parodies, p. 
228 ; lMllmann, Genetii, 199 ff. ; O. Rawlinson , Monarchies, vol. 
i. ; Schroder, COT i. p. 114 ff. ; Peters, Nippur, vol. ii. ; Vaux 
in Smith's Diet . of Gr. and Rom. Geography ; also the articles 
Accad, Babel, Chald«a, and Suikar, in this Dictionary. 

T. G. Pinches. 



• Uru, the non-Semitic (dialectic) word for 'city, 'the original 
form of which was guru, also kur, ' country,' and hur, ' moun- 
tain,' furnish material for comparison, but the combination of 
these with Kasdim, 'Chalcbcans,' a Semitic word, is in the 
highest degree unlikely. 

T Sir Henry Rawlinson (JRAS xil. 141, note) refers to a tradi- 
tion that Abraham was born not at Ur, but at Erech. This 
would bring the district of Ur somewhat far south, but Erech 
may have been included within its boundaries. The statement 
probably has, however, little or no value. 

I According to Prof. Sayce, the Kasdim and the Chaldsei each 
had a different origin, the former being those West Semitic 
tribes who invaded Babylonia towards the end of the 3rd 
millennium b.c, and established there that dynasty of kings of 
which Hammurabi (Amraphel) is the most renowned. It was 
at this time that Kasdim and Babylonian became synonymous, 
like Chaldoan and Babylonian in later days. Ur (Muk'ayyar), 
being situated on the western bank of the Euphrates, would 
naturally be in the district which, as pointed out by Hommel, 
was outside the limits of Babylonia proper, and therefore within 
the domain of those early conquerors. (On these matters, and 
the question of Arphaxad, see Sayce, Exftos. Time*, Nov. 1901, 
pp. 61-66, and Hommel, ib., March 1902, p. 235). 



URBANUS (Ot/p0ar6t, AV Urbane).— The name 
(masculine) of a Christian greeted by St. Paul in 
Ko 16", described as ' our helper in Christ.' The 
name is common among slaves, and is found in 
inscriptions of the Imperial household- ( CJL vi. 
4237). He is commemorated Oct. 31 with Stachys 
and Amplias (which see). For later legends see 
Acta Sanctorum, Oct., vol. xiiL p. 687. 

A. C. Headlam. 

URI (Tie 'fiery'; or perhaps contracted from 
njTm).— 1. The father of Bezalel, Ex 31" 35 s0 28P, 
1 Ch 2», 2 Ch l 8 (B Otyefas in all except 1 Ch 2* 
Ovpd ; A Oiipl in all except 2 Ch I s Obplas). 2. 
Father of one of Solomon's commissariat officers, 

1 K 4 19 (BA 'ASai, Luc. 'ASSal). 3. A porter, 
Ezr 10 3 « (BN 'iUovd, A 'Q5ov4, Luc. O&piat). 

URIAH, in 2 K 16 ,01 « URIJAH (nnw, «rw Jer 
26 3u - sl - a , ' flame of J" or « my light is J" ' ; B QApehu, 
A Ovplat; Urias). — 1. One of David's 'thirty' 
mighty men (2 S 23 w , 1 Ch 1 1«). Like Ahimelech, 
another of David's followers, Uriah belonged by 
race to the ancient Hittite population ; but, as his 
name seems to indicate, he had adopted his master's 
God as his own. The few personal traits of Uriah's 
character, which are incidentally revealed in the 
narrative of 2S 11, not only illustrate the quiet 
heroism so often existent in the lives of common- 
place people, but also enable us to gauge the depths 
to which David had fallen. 

When summoned by royal command from the 
scene of war, Uriah's behaviour was guided by a 
resolve to live as far as was possible under the same 
conditions as his comrades in the field ; accordingly 
after his interview with David, instead of seeking 
repose and relaxation in his own house, he immedi- 
ately went on duty as one of the royal bodyguard ; 
and this chivalrous determination was so firmly 
fixed in his mind that he retained it even when in- 
toxicated. Josephus (Ant. VII. vii. 1) in his usual 
way embellishes the story of Uriah's death. In 
particular he states that David wrote to Joab 
' commanding him to punish Uriah, and signified 
that he had offended,' and supplies graphic details 
of the engagement in which Uriah fell. Besides 

2 S 11, Uriah s name occurs in 2 S 12»- »• » 1 K 15 s , 
Bit l 8 . 

2. High priest in the reign of Ahaz. The two 
notices of him that are found in the Bible leave us 
in some doubt as to his real character. On the one 
hand, he is selected (Is 8*) as one of two ' faithful 
witnesses ' who were to attest the utterance of the 
prophecy concerning Maher-shalal-hash-baz ; while, 
on the other hand, the narrative of 2 K 16 lu ' 18 pre- 
sents us with the picture of a weak compliant man 
who not only tolerated but even actively abetted 
the religious innovations of king Ahaz, It is 
possible that this unworthy complaisance is the 
cause of the omission of his name in what seems 
intended to be a Hat of high priests in 1 Ch 6 4 " 18 . 
He is, however, included in a list given by Josephus 
(Ant. x. viii. 6), which is evidently based on that in 
Chronicles. There are so many suspicious features 
about the Chronicler's list that one is tempted to 
suppose an extensive corruption of the text. It is 
of course conceivable that Urijah was the second 
priest, whose special duty it was to regulate the 
temple services (cf. Jer 29*). 

The changes introduced by Ahaz with the connivance of 
Urijah were of a startling character. The priest had appar- 
ently so placed the Assyrian altar that the ancient brazen 
altar stood between it and the front of the Holy Place. Ahaz, 
however, was determined that his new altar should be the 
'great' or principal one, and so he removed the ancient altar 
to the north side of the new one. The new altar now occupied 
the correct legal position before the Holy Place, and was used 
for all ordinary sacrificial purposes. The old altar was not, 
however, entirely discarded. From time immemorial kings and 
leaders of Israel had inquired of J" at this sume brazen altar. A 
favourable answer might not so easily be obtained at a new 
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one, however elegant and modern. The old altar therefore 
was retained for purposes of divination. It must, however, be 
noted that this explanation of v.'* is not free from doubt. 
Michaelis, followed by Gesenius, Kittel, et al., renders n;;?! 

^23^ *r" n »'7* nyn^rt : 1 as for the brazen altar it will be for 
me to inquire,' i.e. 'to consider what I shall do with it'; so 
Yulg. erit paratum ad voluntatem meam. The LXX lit t» 

n(m [=1(5j1^J does not convey a meaning consistent with the 
context. It seems to be implied in the subsequent narrative 
that Urijah assented to the other structural alterations in the 
temple carried out by Ahar. 

3. A prophet, son of Shemaiah of Kiriath-jearini, 
the story oi whose death is incidentally narrated in 
Jer 26- " 33 . From this we learn that he was a con- 
temporary and perhaps a disciple of Jeremiah, 
whose denunciations against Jerusalem and Judah 
he is stated to have echoed. Unlike the greater 
prophet, however, he did not succeed in evading 
the vengiance of Jehoiakim. Uriah having taken 
refuge in Egypt, the king demanded his extradi- 
tion through Elnathan, his father-in-law (2 K 24 s ), 
who was leader of an emhassy, the real object of 
which was, in all probability, to solicit the aid of 
Egypt against Nebuchadnezzar. It is unlikely 
that Jehoiakim would have gone to the trouble 
and expense of sending a special mission merely 
to capture a single prophet. Having executed 
Uriah, the king added the further outrage of 
casting hie dead body into the common graveyard. 
It is commonly thought that this story is intro- 
duced here by Jeremiah in order to prove that his 
own personal risk, as recorded in this chapter, was 
a very real one. On the other hand, Rashi main- 
tains that these verses constitute the rejoinder of 
Jeremiah's enemies to the precedent of Hezekiah 
and Micah alleged by his friends. 4. A priest, son 
or representative of Hakkoz (Neh 3'- '•"), by whom 
is probably meant the seventh of the twenty-four 
courses of priests (1 Ch 24 ,u ). He is mentioned 
only as father or ancestor of Meremoth or Meraioth, 
an eminent priest who was chief of the four officials 
to whom Ezra entrusted the sacred vessels and 
treasure brought from Babylon (Ezr S 38 , 1 Eh 8 ai 
[Ukias]), who repaired two sections of the wall of 
Jerusalem (Neh 3** n ), and whose name is substi- 
tuted in the lists of priestly families, Neh 10 8 I2»- 
for that of Hakkoz. 5. One of those who stood on 
Ezra's right hand when lie publicly read the Law 
(Neh 8 4 , 1 Es 9*» [Urias]). He was probably a 
priest. N. J. D. White. 

URIAS.— 1. (B (Hpttat, B b Oiplat, A Oipl, AY Iri) 
1 Es 8 M (LXX "'). In Ezr 8 s3 Uriah. Perhaps 
identical with— 2. (B Oipelai, B b A Ovpias) 1 Es $K 
In Neh 8 4 Uriah. 

URIEL (Vk-tik, 'flame of El,' or 'my light is 
El'; cf. Phcen. "ffsrm, Assyr. UrurnUki). — 1. A 
Kohathite chief, 1 Ch 6**« (B 'Opn)\, sup ras A»? 
and Luc. 0<V>n)\), 15 s - 11 (B 0*HX, 'Ap»)X, A both 
times OfyxrJX). 2. The maternal grandfather of 
Abijah, 2 Ch 13* (BA Otf/wjA). See Maacah, 
No. 3, and cf., further, Benzinger, Chron. ad loc. 
3. See next article. 

URIEL (OCpi-fiX).— One of the four chief arch- 
angels. In Enoch 20 s he is called ' the angel who is 
over the world (? angel -host) and Tartarus.' In 
keeping with this title, Uriel is the one who accom- 
panies Enoch in his visits to Tartarus, and who ex- 
plains to him the tortures of the lost (19 l 21 810 27 a 
33 s ). In 2 Esdras, Uriel is sent to ask Esdras if he 
can ' weigh the Hame of fire, or measure the wind, 
or recall the past.' If not, why does he presume to 
challenge the dealings of God (4 s ) ? Similar errands 
are narrated in 2 Es 5 MB - 10 38 . In the Prayer of 
Joseph, Uriel is the angel with whom Jacob 
wrestles. In wrestling with him, Jacob claims to 
be ' the firstborn of every creature animated by 



God,' and affirms that Uriel is eighth in rank after 
him [see Joseph, Prayer of, vol. ii. p. 778 b ]. Ia 
the Sibylline Oracles, ii. 228, Uriel is named as the 
one who will bring the sorrow-stricken forms of 
the Titans and giants to judgment ; and in the 
Life of Adam ana Eve, § 48, Michael and Uriel are 
commanded to bury Adam and Abel in Paradise. 

J. T. Marshall. 

URIM AND THUMMIM.— From an interesting 
passage of an early historical work we learn that 
the ancient Hebrews recognized three principal 
media through which the Divine will might * be 
revealed to men. When Saul in his later years 
' inquired' of J", 'J" answered him not, neither by 
dreams, nor by Urim— which we may provisionally 
render, by the sacred lot— nor by prophets' (1 S 
28"). The same three channels of Divine com- 
munication were also recognized in ancient Greece, 
although there divination by lot 'was entirely 
overshadowed by the prophetic frenzy and inspira- 
tion through dreams' (art. ' Sortes' in Smith's Diet. 
ofAntiq. 3 ). In this article we have to investigate 
the mode of ascertaining the Divine will by means 
of the sacred lota, known as 'the Urim and the 
Thnminim [more correctly Tummim].' 

Considering the evident importance of this, 
apparently the only legitimate, mode of divination 
in early times, the number of express references 
to the Urim and Thummim is surprisingly limited. 
In Ex 28 30 , Lv 8 8 (both P) we have D-wri (hd-'jirim) 
and 'conn (/tat-lummim) ; in Ezr 2 63 , Neh 7*\ 
without the article (here only in OT) 'unm and 
tummim. Dt33 8 gives them in the reverse order 
(see below). In Nil 27 21 , 1 S 28" 'Urim stands alone. 
1 S 14 4 "*, from which, in our MT, Urim and 
Thummim has disappeared, will be fully discussed 
below,* where also will be found the few references 
in the apocryphal writings. 

The present vocalization leaves no doubt as to the etymology 
and signification of 0-?K and CT?B intended by the Massoretic 
scholars. The former is evidently connected with TK 'light,' 
the latter Is the plural of Qh, ' completeness," in a moral sense 
' perfection,' ' innocence ' ; the idea being, perhaps, that Urim 
was the lot which brought to light the guut of the subject of 
the ordeal, while Thummim established his innocence. The 
words are to be understood as intensive plurals, and rendered, 
on this hypothesis, ' Light and Perfection (or Innocence),' rather 
than as RVm (Ex 2830), • tbe Lights and the Perfections.' It will, 
however, appear in the sequel that the sacred lot was fre- 
quently used where there is no question of guilt or innocence, 
and it is an open question whether the Hossorctic pronuncia- 
tion reaches bock to the time when the lot was in use. Various 
alternative etymologies have been proposed of late. Thus Well- 
hausen in his I'roUgomena (Eng. ea. p. 384) proposed to connect 
Urim with the verb TJN, ' to curse,' and expressed approval of 
Freytag's connexion of Thummim with the Arabic tamima, a 
species of amulet (s n e Frevtag, Lex Arali.-Lat. i. IQ9*> ; JUL 
xix. (1D00) 58); cf. Haupt-Schwally, ZATW xi. 172, who sug- 
gests ' cursintf and blessing ' as probable renderings ; and Ball, 
in the list of proper names at end of his Light /row the EaM, 
' biddings and forbiddings (?).' In his later works, however, 
Wellh. has given up this etymology. In view of the ancient 
and long -continued influence of Babylonian ideas on the 
religious thought of the West, there is greater probability in 
the etymology recently proposed by some Assyriologists of 
repute, who suggest as the root of o~n* the Piel infin. form 
n'nnt (stem 1XK or TK), 'to send forth (an edictX' whence 
iirfti and tertu, the technical Babylonian terms for an oracle. 
(See Zimmern, Beitrdge zur Kentni* d. bob. Religion. 88 f. 91, 
note 2 ; Muss-Arnolt, A JSL xvi. (1900) 218). One is further 
tempted to connect Thummim with the verb tantii, Piel tutntnu, 
frequent in the divination vocabulary of the Babylonians, in the 
sense of ' to put under a spell ' (see Zinimern's vocabulary, op. 
cit. 78). ' If these derivations are correct, C*"?K and DTPS would 
correspond to the Babyl. urtu ("command," "decision," mostly 
of the gods), and tamitu, a synonym of piruhtu = " oracle," 
" oracular decision of the gods " ' (Muss-Arnolt, op. eit. 219). 

The renderings of the ancient VSS give no help 
either towards the etymology and significance of 
the original terms, or towards the real nature of 
the objects themselves. 

* In Ps 4S 3 Lagarde (Prophetce chald. p. xlvii) would read 
' send forth thy Urim and thy Thummim ' (cf. Dt 33 s ). See also 
Duhm in Kurzer Uandcom. tn loc 
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The Targums and 8yr. VSS merely transliterate the Heb. 
terms. The Or. VSS vary in a remarkable way, showing that 
their authors had no tradition to guide them. For DTK we 
find the following renderings: («) 3«Wif, 'manifestation' 
(perhaps rather ' direction,' ' instruction,' since the correspond- 
ing 3nA(« is used by LXX to render the Hiphil of .TV in Dt 33>0 
and other synonymous Heb. verbs), Ex SSf* [LXX «], Lv 88, 
1 Es 5*> ; (4) ttiXu * [teil. XiSti], 'clear,' ' transparent' [jewels, see 
belowj, Nil 2~-a, Dt 338, 1 8 14« [not in MT] 23«, Sir 45">, also 
So* [EV 33»J, according to the better reading of KA ; cf. AVm 
'as the asking of Urim'; (c) the verb fr-l*, 'to give light,' 
Ezr 2«s, Neh 7« ; (d) the later translators prefer the more literal 
rendering $*T,rf**<, ' lights,' so Aq., Symm., and Theod. Ex 2S 30 ; 
but in Dt 83 s Symm. has (t) iii*x*i< lhp source of Jerome's 
doztrina, unless the Latin Father so understood 3»,Aw« as 
above suggested. 

For D'PB we have (a) UxiBua, ' truth '—perhaps suggested by 
the fact that the presiding judge in Egypt wore, suspended from 
his neck, an image of Tme, the Egyptian goddess of truth (see 
end of Una article)— Ex., Lv., Deut., 1 Es., as above. Sir4M<>; 
(<<) inintt, IB 14-u.t here 'innocence*; (c) rO.ua, 'perfect 
things,' E«r 2*3 ; (d) in the later translators (Aq. etc.) also liter- 
ally riXuirnrv, 'perfections.' The renderings of the Old Latin 
and Jerome hesitate in the same way between doetrina, demon- 
ttratio, ostetmo, also doetus, for Urim, and Veritas, per/eclio, 
tanctitat, perfecttu, erudUut, for Thummim. 

In proceeding to investigate the nature and use 
of the Urim and Thuinniim, it seems advisable to 
begin with the data of the youngest products of 
Heb. literature, and to proceed backwards to those 
of the earliest. Setting aside for the present the 
speculations of Philo and Josephus, to whom we 
snail return, we find no help in our investigation 
from the references in the deutero-canonical writ- 
ings recorded above, viz. 1 Es 5*°, in which the 
high priest is described as 'wearing Urim and 
Thummim' (so RV; AV, following Vulg., ' clothed 
in doctrine and truth '), Sir 36 s 45'°. The first 
item of interest is furnished by the fact recorded 
in Ezr 2° = Neh 7 W , that certain families were ex- 
cluded from the enjoyment of priestly rights 
until the purity of their descent should be estab- 
lished by 'a priest with Urim and with Thummim.' 
From this it is manifest that the use of these 
mysterious objects, and possibly also their precise 
nature, were unknown to the Jewish authorities 
of the post-exilic age. 

This brings us to the Priests' Code. Without 
pausing to inquire, at this stage, into the full 
significance attributed by the compilers of this 
document to the Urim and Thummim, we may 
learn at least two facts which will clear the way 
for further investigation, and prove tiie impossi- 
bility of a widely current view as to the identity 
of these objects. After giving minute directions 
for the making of the 'breastplate of judgment' 
(for which see vol. i. p. 319 f.), attached to the high 
priest's ephod, P proceeds tints : ' And thou [Moses] 
{•halt put into the (breastplate or) pouch of judff- 
mcnt the Urim and the Thummim' (Ex 28 30 ). No 
explanation is given of these, nor any instructions 
for making them. The latter omission so impressed 
the Samaritans that the requisite order is supplied 
here, and executed 39 s1 , in their recension of the 
Pentateuch. The rendering above given of the 
ambiguous phrase of the original 09,9-1 jyrr 1 ?* tjn.;] 
is that imperatively demanded by the context (see 
the commentaries) in preference to the possible 
alternative adopted by the LXX, xat iwiO^atis irl 
to \!/fUK> rijt Kpifftus Til* d^Xuciv KOl tijv iXrideiav, 
' thou shalt put upon J the oracle of judgment the 
Urim and the Thummim.' This mistaken render- 
ing is mainly responsible for the view entertained 
by" many writers, from Josephus to Kalisch {Hist, 
and Crit. Comm. in loc.), that the Urim and 
Thummim are to be identified with the jewels of 
the breastplate, enumerated in the verses preced- 
ing. P's contribution to the discussion, therefore, 

• Hob 3« LXX for ' teraphim.' 

t The MT has here the corrupt reading D'CF, see below. 
J The Samaritan-Hebrew actually read h]) niUWI here and 
In Lv 88. 



consists in showing ( 1 ) that the Urim and Thummim 
were understood in priestly circles, about the close 
of the Exile, as something distinct both from the 
ephod and from the gems with which the pouch 
of the ephod was ornamented ; and (2) that they 
were conceived as material objects of comparatively 
small dimensions, capable of being inserted in the 
pouch, which indeed was constructed solely with 
a view to contain them. The other references of 
the Priestly Code (Lv 8", Nu 27-') give no further 
clue to the nature of Urim and Timmmim. The 
second passage, however, shows the importance 
attached to them in the ideal theocratic com- 
munity of P as the authorized medium of Divine 
revelation. 

When we pass from these ideal representations 
to the actual history of the pre-exilic period, while 
we meet with an equal readiness to presuppose 
familiarity with the objects under discussion, we 
are able for the first time to learn something as to 
the modus operandi in the use of the sacred lot. 
The most explicit of the earlier passages in which 
this modus operandi is exhibited is the graphic 
narrative in 1 S 14. Here we find the Hebrew 
host, led by Saul and Jonathan, proceeding to 
ascertain the cause of the Divine displeasure (v.* 7 ) 
in the face of their hereditary enemies, the Philis- 
tines. Unfortunately, the Heb. text has here 
su tiered serious mutilation, and, as even the most 
conservative scholars admit, must be restored by 
the help of the Greek version. The latter, in 
Lucian's recension (Lagarde's ed.), runs thus, v.*" - : 
' And Saul said, O Lord, the God of Israel, why 
hast thou not answered thy servant this day? if 
the iniquity be in me or in Jonathan my son, give 
Urim {86s tyXovt [see above]) ; and if thou say est 
thus : The iniquity is in the people, give Thummim 
{86s 6<rijrrrra ; MT O'Sp njn, which cannot possibly 
mean, as RV, 'show the right')." And the lot 
fell upon Saul and Jonathan, and the people 
escaped. And Saul said : Cast the lot between 
me and Jonathan my son, and on whomsoever the 
Lord shall cause the'lot to fall, let him die.' The 
true text was apparently still accessible to Jerome, 
who renders: 'si in me aut in Jonatha lilio nieo, 
est iniquitas ha-c, da ostensionem [Urim]; aut si 
luce iniquitas est in populo meo da sanctitatcm 
[Thummim].' 

From the text of this important passage in its 
original form, then, we learn (1) that the Urim 
and Thummim were the recognized medium for 
discovering the guilt or innocence of suspected 
parties, a species of Divine ordeal ; (2) that as the 
lots were only two in number, only one question 
could be put at a time, and that in a way admitting 
only of two alternative answers ; (3) that where 
these answers, from the nature of the case, could 
not be given by a mere ' yes ' or ' no ' (see below), 
it was necessary to agree beforehand on the way 
in which the issuing lot was to be interpreted ; 
(4) a fourth inference, that the manipulation of 
the lots was the prerogative of the priests, may 
be drawn from the context (see below), but is more 
explicitly stated in the only other reference to 
Urim and Thummim in pre-exilic literature. In 
the so-called ' Blessing of Moses ' ( Dt 33) — perhaps 
as early as the time of Jeroboam I. (so Dillmann 
and Driver), certainly not later than Jeroboam II. 
(so most critics) — the benediction of Levi opens 
thus : 'Give to Levi thy Thummim, and thy Urim 
to the man of thy favour' (v.", following LXX 
with Ball, PSD A, 1896, 11811'., and Beitholet, 
Kurzer Handcom. in loc. ). 

Another step forward is suggested by the com- 
parison of the function here assigned to the 

• See Driver's Xotel on the Heb. Text of the Books of Samuel 
for the restoration of the original Hebrew of the essential 
portions of the above. 
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Levitical priesthood with another recital of the 
priestJy prerogatives, where the tribe of Levi alone 
is represented as chosen by J" ' to offer upon mine 
altar, to burn incense, and to bear * (nxjp^) an cphod 
before me' (IS 2 M , cf. 22 18 LXX). For although 
our present Heb. text nowhere expressly associates 
the Urim and the Thummim with the mysterious 
ephod-image of the early writers (see Ephod, No. 
2, vol. i. ), an examination of the whole narrative 
of 1 S 14 in the Greek text, and of other passages 
in the Books of Samuel, where this ephod figures 
as indispensable to the manipulation of the lot, 
leads to the conclusion that the ephod-image and 
Urim and Thummim had some intimate but as yet 
undiscovered connexion the one with the other. 
Thus, in 1 S 14, the priest of v. 38 who presides over 
the ordeal of Urim and Thummim can be no other 
than Ahijah the descendant of Eli, who accom- 
panied Saul, 1 bearing an ephod ' ("riEK Kfj v. s ). In 
v. 18 , according to the true text, he is summoned to 
' bring forward the ephod ' (xpoydyaye rb i<povS — not 
as in MT ' the ark ' ; see Ark, vol. i. p. 150", note § ; 
El»HOD, vol. i. p. 776, note J), evidently for the 
purpose of consulting the lot, but immediately 
ordered to ' withdraw ' his hand when on the point 
of proceeding to its manipulation (v. 1 "). Again, in 
the story of David's adventures at Keilah, we read 
of his being joined by the priest Abiathar, bring- 
ing 'an ephod in his hand' (IS 23 s ). He is 
requested by David, in terms identical with those 
used by Saul, to ' bring forward the ephod' (v. 9 ) ; 
whereupon the former proceeds to ask a series of 
questions, each capable of being answered hy a 
simple 'yes' or 'no' (vv. ,0 " u ). It is impossible to 
escape the inference that these two narratives of 
a solemn inquiring of J" on the part of Saul and 
David otter complete parallels, that in both the 
answer is obtained hy means of Urim and Thummim, 
and that in either case these objects are carried in 
and cast from, or in some other wav intimately 
connected with, the ephod-image. What has now 
been said of the incidents of IS 23 8ff - applies 
equally to the similar procedure in 30 70 *, where 
David again 'inquired of J"' by means of the 
ephod. 

Indeed most scholars would go further, and 
maintain that in a number of other places, where 
the same phrase ' to inquire of J" ("? ' is em- 

Sloyed, and where the use of the sacred lot ' before 
_"' is stated, recourse to Urim and Thummim is 
implied in every case. The most important of 
such passages are Jos 7 14 " 18 Achan's trespass, Jg l lf - 
20- 7 '-, 1 S ID 19 -" the election of Saul, 2 S 2' 5 19 -* 3 . 

To say that the Urim and Thummim of the 
earlier historians must have been intimately con- 
nected with the portable images to which they gave 
the name of ephod in the casting of the sacred lot, 
does not help us to discover the real nature of the 
objects in question. The etymology, as we have 
seen, is equally of no avail. The Greek trans- 
lators in rendering Urim by SrjKot [\idoi] apparently 
identified it with the jewels of the breastplate. 
We are therefore left to conjecture that, on the 
analogy of the sortcs of classical antiquity, they 
may have been two stones, either in the shape of 
dice or in tablet form, perhaps also of different 
colours. Some support is given to this view, 
which is that of most modern writers (see Litera- 
ture at end of article), by the fact that the Heb. 
word for ' lot,' gOral, as is inferred from its Arabic 
congeners, originally signified a stone (cf. Gr. 
if/ijtpot, 'a pebble used in voting,' and the Bab. 
pur ti, 'a stone,' whence, according to Jensen, quoted 
Dy Wildeboer in Kurzer Handcom., dtw Est 3 7 , 
synonymous with *rt>i, is derived). 
With the growth of more spiritual conceptions 
• Not as EV ' to wear,' a sense which Kj?} nowhere has in 
Hebrew. 



of the Divine character and of His relation to 
mundane affairs, recourse to the lot as a means of 
ascertaining the mind of J" gradually fell into 
abeyance. It cannot be a mere coincidence that 
the use of Urim and Thummim is never mentioned 
in the historical narratives after the time of David. 
The rise of the prophetic order in Israel provided 
the nation with a worthier channel for the revela- 
tion of the Divine will, and with more trustworthy 
counsellors in the crises of the individual and 
national life. The further wo descend the stream 
of history the more conspicuous is this displace- 
ment of the priestly lot by the proplietic voice 
(contrast Ezr 2»=Neh 7 M with 1 Mac 4* 14 4 ')- 
That the Urim and Thummim should reappear in 
the scheme of the Priestly Code is not surprising. 
It is part of its ideal reconstruction of the theocracy 
that the high priest should be at all points fully 
equipped for his office as the Divine vicegerent in 
the theocracy. For this end he is provided with 
the already mysterious Urim and Thummim, the 
manipulation of which was one of the most prized 
of the ancient prerogatives of the priestly caste. 
Their early association with the now long tabooed 
ephod-image, and the fact that the bosom-folds of 
the upper garment was a common receptacle for 
the ' lot ' as used in everyday affairs (see Pr 16 s3 ' the 
lot is shaken in the bosom-fold, but the whole dis- 
posing thereof is of J" '),* may have' suggested to the 
authors of the Priestly Code the placing of the 
Urim and Thummim in the jewelled pouch of the 
high priest's ephod. In any case it is clear from 
the principal passage, Ex 28 30 , that it is rather a 
symbolical than a practical significance that is 
attached to the mysterious contents of the ' pouch 
of judgment (or decision).' Israel, in the person of 
Aaron its representative, is here presented as the 
continual recipient of J^s ' decisions ' and guidance, 
and the position of the symbols 'upon his heart' 
betokens the readiness of Israel at all times to 
yield obedience to these Divine commands. 

After the exhaustive presentation of the earlier 
biblical data as to the use and associations of the 
Urim and Thummim, little need be said of the 
views of older scholars, whose method of research 
was vitiated by their taking the representations of 
the Priests' Code as decisive for the nature and use 
of these objects in the historical period. Thus, 
probably, few will be found to maintain the once 
widely accepted theory that found the prototype 
of the Urim and Thummim in the jewelled image 
of Tme, the goddess of truth and patron of justice, 
which the Chief Justice (6 dpx«5«*a<m>j, ./Elian, 
Var. Hist. xiv. 34 ; cf. Diod. Sic. i. 48) of Egypt 
wore on his breast ; still less to defend an Egyptian 
etymology for Urim and Thummim (Wilkinson, 
Anc. Egyptians [1878], vol. iii. p. 183, with figure 
of judge's breastplate). t The same comparative 
ignoring of the evidence of our oldest sources as 
to the nature of the ancient lot is fatal to the 
acceptance of the thesis recently brought for- 
ward by an American scholar (Muss-Arnolt, see 
below), that the Urim and Thummim are a re- 
flexion of the ' Tablets of Destiny ' of the Baby- 
lonian mythology. J 

Nor need we dwell on the many absurd specula- 
tions as to the nature of Urim and Thummim, and 
as to the mode in which their guidance was sup- 
plied, which are to be found in the works of Jewish 
and Christian writers from Philo and Josephus 

* Cf. Book of Jubilees 8", where the lots for the apportioning 
of the earth among the sons of Noah are drawn from the 
patriarch's bosom. 

t See, however, Hornmel, AHT 282 f., who finds the original 
of the Jewish high priest's ephod in the pectoral of the High 
Priest of Memphis, as figured by Ennan, Egypt, 293. 

I The most that can be said for this view is that the prestoce 
of these tablets on the breasts of Marduk and Nebo was known 
to P, and may possibly have influenced his placing of them on 
the breast of the high priest (but see above). 
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downwards, and for which the curious reader is 
referred to the bibliography at the end of this 
article.* Philo, it may be said, did not, as is often 
erroneously stated, regard the Urim and Thummim 
as two images earned in the breastplate (see 
Mangey'a note, Opp. ii. 152), but as symbols of 'the 
two virtues, Illumination and Truth (St^wj-u- r« koI 
a\^0ticw).' Josephus {Ant. ill. viii. 9) does not ex- 
pressly name the Urim and Thummim, but appears 
to identify them with the jewels of the breastplate 
and on the shoulders of the high priest, which, by a 
miraculous effulgence, gave supernatural guidance, 
particularly on the eve of battle, t 

A favourite explanation of Jewish writers, 
reaching back to tne Jerusalem Targum (pseudo- 
Jonathan on Ex 28 30 ), was to the effect that Urim 
and Thummim contained the sacred tetragramma- 
ton (m.r), which spelled out answers to inquirers by 
illuminating the letters of the tribal names on the 
transparent gems ! Scarcely less curious is the 
view, probably still widely entertained, that the 
high priest threw himself into a hypnotic trance 
by gazing intently on the dazzling jewels, — again 
wrongly identified with Urim and Thummim, — and 
while in this state was the recipient of the Divine 
message (see Kalisch, Exodus, pp. 540-545, and cf. 
l'lumptre in art. cited above). 

Literature. — For the views of older scholars mo Buxtorf, 
•HUtoria Urim et Thummim' in Ugolini, Thesaurus, vol. xii., 
and Spencer, De legg. Hebrmorum ritualibu$ (1685), dissert. 7. 
Of modern works and articles reference may be made, besides 
the ordinary commentaries, to the artt. in Winer's Ii WB (with 
reff. to many older works); Riehm, UWB, art 'Licht und 
Recht' (Luther's rendering of Urim and Thummin); Smith's 
DB, and esp. to the excellent study of Kautzsch in PRE* vol. 
xvL: the standard treatises on Biblical Arctuoology ; Kalisch's 
excursus in the body of his commentary on Exodus, pp. 640-545; 
Haupt, ' Babylonian Elements in the Levitical Ritual ' in JBL 
xix. (1900) pp. 68 f., 72 f.; and for a complete conspectus of the 
views of modern scholarw, W. Muss-Arnolt, The Urim and 
Thummim, a Suggestion as to their original A'ature and Signi- 
ficant*, a reprint from AJSL, July 1900. 

A. R. S. Kennedy. 

USURY.— See Debt, vol. i. p. 579 f. We may add 
here that the Babylonian contract tablets show 
that the payment of interest was an established 
custom from the time of Khammurabi (c. 2200 B.C.) 
onwards. Doubtless it had already existed for 
centuries in the time of that king. He interferes 
to enforce the payment of a loan with interest. 
The usual rate of interest seems to have been 20 
per cent., though the payment is also mentioned 
of Ujj and 13|. In another case a loan is to be 
repaid within two months, after which 10 per cent, 
interest will be charged. In addition to silver or 
money there are lent corn, dates, sesame seed, and 
onions. Some of the loans are secured on houses, 
slaves, etc. ; and in one case the services of the 
slave specified as security are given in place of 
interest. These contract tablets, etc., extend from 
c. 220J B.C. to c. 100 B.C. (Guide to Hub. and Assyr. 
Ant., Brit. Mas., 1900, pp. 122-191). 

At Athens, in the classical period, interest varied 
from 12 to 20 per cent., at Rome from Hh to 12 per 
cent. ; but towards the beginning of the Christian 
era the rate of interest at Rome was lowered 
through the accumulation of capital, but high 
rates still prevailed in the provinces. In Greece 
and Rome money was often lent and interest paid 
by the month. See art. ' Interest ' in Diet. Class. 
Ant., O. Seyffert, etc. W. H. Bennett. 

UTA (Oirra), 1 Es 5 30 . — His sons returned among 
the temple servants under Zerubbabel. There is 
no corresponding name in Ezra and Nehemiah. 

* A convenient and accessible summary of the more important 
of these older views will be found in Plumptre's article in 
Smith'* DB. 

t Josephus' statement, 1 the breastplate and sardonyx (prob. 
intended by him to represent Urim and Thummim) left off 
•hininjt two hundred years ' l>efore his time, is too absurd to 
require refutation. 



UTHAI ('rap). — i. The name of an individual or 
a family of Judah, settled at Jerusalem after the 
Captivity, 1 Ch 9* (B Vu6tl, A VwOi, Luc. 0601) ; 
called in Neh 11* Athaiah. 2. One of the sons 
of Bigvai who returned with Ezra, Ezr 8" (B 0661, 
A QvOal, Luc. '(Wat). 

UTHI (B Oirrou, A OMl), 1 Es 8" = Uthai, Ezr 8". 

UZ (py ; LXX 'fti [Gn 22 s1 "0$, Lag. "Of ; Job l 1 
32i 4217b. . ^ [ X 6pa] i, Afor(e)«m] ; Vulg. Hus [Gn 
10 s * Us, Jer 25* Ausitis]).—i. The eldest son of 
Aram, and grandson of Shem (Gn 10 13 ). As the 
name of Aram is omitted in the parallel passago in 
1 Ch l 17 , Shem would there seem to have been his 
father. This, however, must be due to some over- 
sight, the wanting passage being duly inserted in 
the LXX.— 2. A son of Nahor by Milcah, the 
eldest brother of Buz and £emuel ' the father of 
Aram' (Gn 22 il ). In the AV the name is tran- 
scribed Huz (Josephus has 05£os). — 3. One of the 
two sons of Dishan, son of Seir the Horite ^ D 36 s8 ). 
— i. The name of the native place of Job. Con- 
siderable difference of opinion exists as to how far 
the above names are connected. There would 
seem to be but little doubt that the genealogical 
statements in Gn 10 are ethnological and geo- 
graphical rather than personal, and all that can 
be deduced from them therefore is, that the people 
of Uz were Semites of the Aramuan stock. That 
Uz the son of Nahor should be uncle of Aram and 
Chesed, is probably due to the existence of two 
distinct traditions concerning these Semitic races, 
the earlier one making him a son of Aram, and 
the later one attributing to him an earlier period 
than that of Aram. Nevertheless, it is not by any 
means impossible that a recurrence of names at 
a later date may have taken place, such a thing 
being by no means unusual, as the genealogical lists 
show.* Kautzsch, on the other hand, goes further, 
and maintains not only the connexion of Uz the 
grandson of Shem with Uz the son of Nahor, but 
also with Uz the son of Dishan as well.f This he 
regards as indicating that the district belonging 
to the tribe represented by Aram's firstborn 
originally included a considerable part of that of 
the Aramaean tribes. From this Uz in the wider 
sense is to be separated Uz in the narrower sense, 
which originated in the mingling of the Aramaean 
Uzites with another Semitic race— the ' Nahorites ' 
of Gn 22 41 *. Uz the grandson of Seir is to be 
explained in a similar manner as a mingling of 
(pre-Edomite) Horites and Aramaean Uzites in a 
part of Idumaia. The 1 land of Uz ' would there- 
fore be a rather extensive geographical idea. All 
this seems to be confirmed by other coincidences of 
names accompanying that of Uz — the name of 
Aram, already referred to ; Maacah, another son 
of Nahor (Gn 22 a * > which forms part of a geo- 

f raphical name in 1 Ch 19 s ) ; Buz (Gn 22 31 ) and 
tuzite (Job 32 3 ) ; Chesed (Gn 22") and Kasdim 
(Job l 17 AV and RV 'Chaldeans'); Shuah, a 
nephew of Nahor (Gn 25*), and Shuhite (Job 
2"); also Kedem, the country whither Abraham 
sent Shuah, together with his other children by 
Keturah (Gn 2,"> 6 ), and the race to which Job 
belonged — the ' sons of the East ' or Bene-Kedem 
(Job I s ). 

The question of the position of the land of Uz 
would appear to be determinable within very 
narrow limits. In Job l 18 - 17 it would seem that 

* The Assyro-Babylonian royal lists likewise indicate that the 
repetition of renowned or venerated names was far from being 
an uncommon thine anion); the Semites in ancient times. 

t It is to be noted that Krd. Dulitzsch retards Uz, the frrand- 
son of Seir (On Stf-to), as another person of the same name,— or a 
chance-likeness,— a theory supported by 1a 42., where Edom 
appears in temporary possession of Uz, either wholly or in 
part. 
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Job's estate lay open to the depredations of the 
Sabseans and the Chaldamns, and was therefore on 
the edge of the great desert, agreeing with v. 18 , 
where the destruction wrought by the wind from 
that direction is referred to. The native countries 
of Job's friends likewise favour this view — that is, 
so far as those districts can be identified. Thus 
Eliphaz came from Teman (Job 2"), which was to 
all appearance an Edomite locality, Teman being 
referred to in Gn 36 11 as a descendant of Esau and 
son of Eliphaz, which last was evidently, therefore, 
a genuine Edomite name. His second friend, 
Bildad ' the Shuhite,' came from Shuah, the district 
and name of one of the sons of Abraham and 
geturuh. The name of Job's third friend, Zophar 
the Naamathite, does not help, that district being 
unknown (see Naamah) ; but Elihu the Buzite 
must have come from a neighbouring country, as 
is implied by Gn 22* 1 . The inscriptions of the 
kings of Assyria also throw some light upon the 
question. Thus Eaarhaddon, in one of his expedi- 
tions to the west, passed through Bdzu, reaching, 
at a distance of 180 kas-gid, the country of Hazu, 
and these two districts are, with one consent, re- 
garded as the Buz and Hazo of Gn 22- f, - iB . Shuah 
is in like manner identified with the Su'ni of 
Tiglath-pileser I., according to whom it lay one 
day's journey from Carchemish in the land of 
Hatti. In the same neighbourhood lay the land 
of Yasbuk&a ('the Yasbukians '), identified by 
Frd. Delitzsch with the Ishbak of Gn 25'. This 
place, which is referred to by Shalmaneser II., was 
in the neighbourhood of Shuah, with which it is 
mentioned in the passage of Genesis here referred 
to. Shalmaneser received tribute from the land 
of Shuah ; but whether it was at this time ( B.C. 
859) or 28 years later, when he sent an army to 
the same district, is not certain. On the second 
occasion he received tribute from a certain Sasi, 
mar mat Uzz&, 'a son of the land of Uzza,' who 
submitted to him, and whom he placed on the 
throne of Patinu. It may even be that the 
rulers of this latter place were counted among 
'the- kings of the land of Uz.' Uzza (or Uzfl, as 
analogy teaches may have been the more correct 
form) certainly lay, according to Frd. Delitzsch, 
W. and N.W. of Aleppo, at no great distance 
from Patinu, and must have been an important 
place ; hence the rnising of its king to the 
dominion of Patinu.* 

Though the Assyrian inscriptions do not indicate 
clearly the land of Uz, and its identification with 
the land of Uzza is not so satisfactory as could be 
wished, t they at least confirm the indications 

{;iven in the Book of Job. Tradition places the 
lome of the patriarch in the Hauran, where a 
monastery bearing his name exists (it is situated 
in the WAdy cl-Lebweh). He is said to have been 
a native oi'JClun, and early Arabian authors state 
that lie was born in the neighbourhood of Nawd. 
Not far from the monastery is shown the MaMm 
Eyyub, or ' Station of Job,' his well, and the 
trough in which he is said to have washed after 
his trials were over. His tomb is shared by a 
Mohammedan saint, and on a hill close by is a 
stone upon which he is said to have leaned when 
first afflicted. The currency of the tradition among 
both Christians and Mohammedans living in the 
district implies that it is of considerable antiquity. 
In view of the testimony of the Assyrian inscrip- 
tions as to the position of the land of Uz, how- 

• Whether Patinu be connected etyroologically with Batanea 
or not is uncertain, but is worthy of consideration. 

t There is doubt as to the sibilant, whether it be really z (x) or 
z (I). In addition to this, a long terminal vowel would not be 
expected. Delitzsch evidently regards the word as a pentilic 
adjective ; but if this be the case, there is a mistake in the text, 
Uz-za-a having been writteu for d-za-a-a (= L'&aa). 



ever, Frd. Delitzsch would prefer to regard it as 
being situated rather in the neighbourhood of 
Tadmor (Palmyra). According to Josephus (Ant. 
I. vi. 4, 5) it embraced Trachonitis and Damascus, I 
and the LXX represents the patriarch as having 1 
lived in Ausitis, on the borders of Edom and Arabia I 
(there is no doubt that it was closely connected j 
with the former country), so that the neighbour- 
hood of Palmyra would seem to be much too far 
N.E. It is difficult, however j to fix, at this dis- 
tance of time, the boundaries of a district which 
is known to have been fairly extensive, and which 
probably varied in extent, in consequence of 
political changes, from time to time. 

Literature. — Kautzsch in Riehm's Ilandirarterbuch, to. ; 
Frd. Delitssch mZKFW. 87 II. (ci. bis Parodies, 239); Baedeker's 
PaUttine and Syria, 407. T. G. PINCHES. 

UZAI («r»K). — Father of Palal who helped to 
rebuild the wall, Neh 3 M (B EW, A Etfai, Luc 
Otffa/). 

UZAL (VnK, Sam. hrtt). — Name of a son of Joktan, 
Gn 10 27 (A'AffrjX), 1 Ch l a (A Aitf*. B om., Luc. 
OtffdX), but figuring as a local name in Ezk 27", 
according to one interpretation [reading hrmo ('from 
Uzal,' so RVm), with Hitzig, Smend, Cornill, et 
al. ; B i( 'Am)X, A i( *A<roi)X]. With this word 
Gesenius compared Enzelis of Hindu, mentioned 
as a market town in a passage of John of Ephesus 
(6th cent. A.D.) preserved by Dionysius of Tell- 
Mahre (tp. Assemani, Bibl. Or. i. 361), who sup- 
posed it to be situated in the interior of the Indian 
(i.e. Arab) country, beyond the territory of the 
Himynr. This may well be identical with Uzal 
(Al-Bekri, p. 206), Izal or Azal (Yakut after Ham- 
dani), which the Arab geographers declare was the 
former name of San' a, now capital of Yemen. The 
name was, they think, changed to Sana either in 
honour of a queen of that name, or of San a son of 
Azal ; or it may have been given the place by the 
Abyssinians, in whose language it means * fortress.' 
The name San'au is found in an inscription which 
Glaser (die Abessinier, etc p. 117) assigns to the 
2nd cent. A.D. An earlier name (according to 
him) was Tafidh (Skizze, it 427) ; none of these 
names appear to be known to the classical geo- 
graphers of Arabia (Pliny, Ptolemy, etc.), who go 
rather fully into the names of places and tribes in 
Arabia Felix. The Arab tradition, however, re- 
garded it as the most ancient city in the world, 
and the seat of the ' kings of Yemen ' : the former 
theory being apparently due to the derivation of 
the name Azal from the Arabic azal, 'eternity,' or 
to the alternate form Uwal (Harris, loc. ritand., 
p. 319), which might be rendered ' first.' If, how- 
ever, there be any truth in its great antiquity, and 
its having been a metropolis in ancient times, it 
must be identical with one of the capitals men- 
tioned by Pliny and Ptolemy ; but with which 
cannot at present be decided. The name of the 
city must therefore have changed repeatedly ; and 
in the use of the name Azal or Izal in the century 
before Mohammed we are justified in seeing with 
Glaser (Skizze, ii. 427) the influence of the Jews. 
Their influence in these regions appears from the 
statements of the Syriac chronicler to have been 
considerable; and early Arabic writers occasion- 
ally preserve traditions dating from the time of 
their ascendency. A place was shown at Sana 
where sixteen prophets had been slaughtered at 
once (Ibn Rustah) ; and Wahb Ibn Munabbih 
(died c. 735 A.D.) professed to have found in a 
sacred book the text, 'Azal, Azal, though all be 
against thee, yet will I be gracious unto thee,' 
which seems to come from Is 29 1 " 3 with Azal sub- 
stituted for Ariel ( Taj al- ants). Whether; then, 
the place was called Azal by conjectural identifica- 
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tion of it with the son of Joktan, or Azal was an 
old name revived by the Jews, is not clear; the 
latter supposition is rather the more probable, 
because an Arabian locality, Azalla, is mentioned 
in the campaign of Assurbanipal (KIB ii. 221), 
and Azal rather than Uzal is the form that is best 
attested. The objection to the identification raised 
by Glaser (I.e. 436) on the ground that of the ob- 
jects mentioned by Ezekiel as exported from Uzal 
only iron is really found in the neighbourhood, 
whereas spices are not to be found in the whole 
of Yemen, seems wanting in weight, since .Sana 
may have been a depot for them ; rather more 
force attaches to his objection that the port of 
Sana would probably have been Aden (mentioned 
by Ezekiel in this context) rather than Waddan 
(VEDAN) and Javan. But, indeed, the difficulties 
of both text and interpretation in the passage of 
Ezekiel are so great as to render it unsuitable for 
the deduction of inferences. 

Of the beauty and wealth of Sana glowing de- 
scriptions are given by Arabic writers, and modern 
travellers (e.g. W. B. Harris, A Journey through 
the Yemen, 1893, pp. 299-322) confirm them. It is 
at an elevation of 7250 feet above the sea-level, 
with a mountain ( Jebel Nujum) rising abruptly on 
the east. In the rainy season a torrent of water 
runs through the river-bed, which occupies the 
middle of the town ; Ibn Rustah (Bibl. Geogr. 
Arab. vii. 110) says it is not much narrower than 
the Tigris, and was in his time used for irrigation. 
The climate varies little during the whole year ; 
and of most produce there are two crops. The 
fortress and temple of Ghumdan, destroyed by the 
Caliph Othman, was the most magnificent building 
in Arabia. In the 7th cent, of Islam the Zaidite 
Imams made it their capital. Of the forms of the 
name, Izal appears to be the best attested ; the 
LXX translators clearly connected the second 
syllable with 11 (god), and the first perhaps with 
the god As (who appears in some runic proper 
names) or some other deity. Other etymologists 
seem scarcely more success! ful. 

D. S. Margoliouth. 

UZZA (my). — i. The eponym of a Benjamite 
family, 1 Ch 8 7 (B Noofd, A 'Afd, Luc. 'Afdv). 2. The 
head of a family of Nethinim that returned, Ezr 2*" 
(B Oixxd, A 'Afd, Luc. om.),= Neh 7 81 (B 'Ofei, A 
'Of/, Luc. 'Afd). 8. The driver of the cart on which 
the ark was removed from Kiriath-iearim, 2 S 
6 3. 6. v. 8= i ch 137. ». i«. » Uzza > g S1 ,ddeii death at 
a place called, in commemoration of this untoward 
incident, Perez-uzzah ( ' breach of Uzzah ' ; cf. artt. 
Chidon and Nacon), led to the temporary aban- 
donment of David's project of transporting the ark 
to Jerusalem. Uzza's death was attributed by the 
popular mind to anger on the part of Jaliweh at 
nis having presumed to handle the sacred emblem 
too familiarly. There are, however, points of 
obscurity in the narrative, and the text is in 
several instances quite uncertain. See Driver, 
Wellh., Budde, Lohr, H. P. Smith, ad loc. 

The name appears as HJJT, Una, in 2 S 6 s , 1 Ch IS?- 9 - I0 - as 
njy, Uzzah, in 2 8 fl 8 -'- 8 . B has everywhere "Oi«, which is 
read also by A in the Chron. passages ; A has in 2 Sam. 'Ajja, 
once [6 s ] 'AJ«. 

4. Manasseh and his son Anion were buried in the 
•garden of Uzza' (Kjr;i), 2K 21"'* (LXX KQwot 
'Ofd), which was attached to the palace of Man- 
asseh. The conjecture of Stade [GVI i. 560, 
ii. 679), that kjj? here = n;iy (Uzziah), has found wide 
acceptance (but see footnote to next col.). 

J. A. Selbie. 
UZZAH (n;p). — 1. The name of a Merarite family, 
1 Ch 6«( u » (Ii '0{d, A 'Afd, Luc. 'Oj-id). 2. See 
Uzza, No. 3. 

UZZEN-SHEERAH. — See Sheerah. 



UZZI (*n? ; '0{[t)l).—i. A descendant of Aaron, 
I Ch 6 8 - " [Heb. 5 31 - 33 6»], Ezr 1*. 2. The eponym 
of a family of Issachar, 1 Ch 7*- s . 3. The name 
of a Benjamite family, 1 Ch V 9 s . 4. A Levite, 
son of Bani, overseer of the Levites dwelling in 
Jerusalem, Nek 11**. 6. The head of a priestly 
family, Ken 12»»- «. 



UZZIA (trflr, prob. same as iw, Uzziah ; B 'Of«d, 
'Ofid, Luc. 'Ofiai).— One of David's heroes, 1 Ch 



UZZIAH (injflj and [on the name see next 
art.]). — 1. A king of Judah. See next article. 
2. A Kohathite Levite, 1 Ch 6 3 *< Hebl, » (B 'Of«d, 
A'tsnp ras'Ofioj). 3. The father of an olficer of 
David, 1 Ch 27* (B 'Of«oi5, A '0£o6). 4. A priest 
who had married a foreign wife, Ezr 10 11 (B 'Ofttd, 
A 'Ofrd, Luc. 'Otfav). 6. Name of a Judahite 
family after the Exile, Neh ll 4 (B 'Aftf, K 'Afefrd, 
A 'Ofid, Luc. 'Of/ew). The LXX reads 'Oftcjid also 
in Neh 11 s for iqq Hazaiah of MT. 

UZZIAH (AZARIAH).— The Heb. names vary in 
form. We have im (2 K 15»-»», Is 1> 6> 7 1 , 2 Ch 
26 lflr - 27*) and .Tfjj (2'K lf»» » Hos l 1 , Am l 1 , Zee 
14 s ). The meaning is 'J" is my strength.' We 
have a Heb. parallel in Vw.and in the Phccn. ^yaiy 
and "froty. The alternative 'Heb. name m,y.y_ occurs 
in 2 K 15 8 - 8 , while ripw is found in 2 K 14" 15 1 - 7 
etc., and also 1 Ch 3 M . The meaning of the alterna- 
tive name is similar to that of wi;nj, viz. 'J" hath 
helped (me).' 

In Assyr. the names Ahtr-nirdri ('Ashur is my help') and 
Ramtndn-nirdri (' Ramman is my help ') are parallel in thought 
and expression to both the alternative proper names of the Heb. 
monarch, while the Phcen. furnishes a close analogy to the 
latter in Syauy ' Baal is (my) help,' represented in Latin by 
Hatdrubal; or, with the elements of the name reversed, in 
nySya (cf. also ^yarnty, prob. ' my help is Baal ' ; and sec Bloch, 
Phon. Glosmr. p. 49). The Gr. forms are 'O&m ("Ov«0 and 
'Al%fhK!. In a number of instances, as in 2 K l.Ms. S2 (and in 
vM in A), LXX substitutes 'A?«^.«f for Uzziah, whereas in 2 K 
15*> 'At«( is substituted for 'A{«/».«/, which is the reading of A. 
In Is 6 1 7 1 'Ov«i is the form preserved in B b AQ. It is quit« 
possible that the king had really only one name, niJJ, and 
that the name n'iy (Uzziah) may have arisen through a corrup- 
tion of the text, the early form of * (y<3d), viz. \ , being con- 
founded with an imperfectly written T (re«*X viz. «\ .• 

Uzziah was the son of Amaziah king of Judah, 
and, according to the redactor of the Books of 
Kings (see Kittel's Com.), ascended the throne of 
Judah at the age of sixteen, and in the 27th year 
of Jeroboam king of Israel (2 K 15" ). It is well 
known, however, that such synchronisms are of no 
chronological value, and lead to endless confusion. 
We can only assert that both these kings were 
contemporaries. Whether Uzziah's reign extended 
to 52 years is uncertain. 

The record of his reign in 2 K 14 and 15 is 
singularly brief. Though the worship of the high 
places — the normal cult of Israel and Judah — still 
continued, the verdict of the Deuteronomic redactor 
is favourable to him, as it was to the memory of 
his father, Amaziah ; he ' did what was right in 
the eyes of the Lord' (2 K 15 s ). 

The record in the Book of Kings gives us no 
information respecting the events of this long 
reign, except that Uzziah fell a victim to leprosy 
towards its close (2 K 15 8 ). But in 14* J we prob- 
ably have a fragment from the Annals which refers 
to his reign, though its somewhat strange position 
after the section by the redactor (vv. 18 -* 1 ) renders 

• This seems to us more probable than the view of Stade {GVI 
i. p. 569 footn. 1 ) that the name 'Azariah was abbreviated to kjj; 
(2 K 2118 'garden of 'Uzza,' cf. 2 8 6 s ), and that the name 'Uzziah' 
grew out of the latter. For 'Uzza is not improbably the name 
of a deity, as 2 K 2l 18 and 2H (P seem to indicate. On the 
Arabian AJ-'Uzza see Baethgen, Beitnige zur Sew. Religi<ms- 
(Itoch. p. 114 ; Koran, 53. 19 ; Wellhausen, Rente*, p. 34 ff. 
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its interpretation uncertain. We there read that 
Elath, the cliief port of Edom, which was of great 
commercial value to Judah as an outlet as well as 
inlet for commerce, was again recovered to Judah 
by the successful military enterprise of Azariah 
after his father's disastrous overthrow by Jehoash 
king of Israel had entailed its temporary loss. 
Owing to the leprosy which attacked Uzziah 
towards the end of his long reign, he was com- 

Selled to go into retirement,* while his son 
otham discharged the royal functions (aav) in 
his place. 

Such is all that can be learned about this 
monarch in 2 Kings. The Book of Chronicles (2 Ch 
26'"*) adds to the above narrative a number of 
details. (1) We have an account of the military 
preparations and exploits of the king, and also of 
liis agricultural pursuits. (2) We have a Haggadic 
narrative attached to the fact of the king's leprosy 
which ascribes the latter to Divine juugment on 
him for attempting to fulfil the priestly function 
of offering incense on the altar of incense. Kittel 
in his History of the Hebrews attempts to defend 
the historicity of this conflict between the royal 
and priestly authority ; t but it is quits clear that 
t'ie form of the narrative is based on the tra- 
dition of the P passages in Ex 30 1 - 6 - 7 , Nu 17° 18 7 . 
Furthermore, the name of the chief priest Azariah 
probably originated from the older alternative 
name of Uzziah himself, who, like Solomon and 
all royal personages (cf. the Assyr. kingB who 
assumed the office of patesi), exercised priestly, 
functions. 

But the military exploits and preparations of 
Uzziah recorded in 2 Ch 26 u " ltt cannot be dismissed 
as mi historical, since they serve to explain facts 
in subsequent history which would otherwise 
remain obscure. We read that Uzziah equipped 
an armed host of 307,500 men, and fortified Jeru- 
salem, and provided it with engines of war. He 
also conducted a successful campaign against the 
Philistines, and stormed the cities of Gaza, Jabneh, 
and Asltdod, and also conquered the Arabians and 
Ammonites. Subsequently recorded events render 
many if not all of these details exceedingly prob- 
able, though here, as so often in Chronicles, the 
numerical statements are exaggerated, (a) That 
Jerusalem was fortified and provided with means 
of defence during the reign of Uzziah, is rendered 
exceedingly probable by the account of its defence 
in the days of Hezekiah, which has come to us not 
only in the record of 2 K IS 133 -, bnt in the Taylor 
cylinder of Sennacherib (col.ii. 69-col. iii. 41 ), which, 
in describing the invasion of Palestine by Senna- 
cherib, expressly mentions (1) the forty-six fortified 
towns (col. iii. 13) captured by the Assyrians ; 
(2) that the Philistine town Ekron (ir Amk'irruna) 
was under the control of Hezekiah, and that the 
king Padi, a puppet of Assyria, was delivered up 
to the king of Judah (col. ii. 70 ff.). Now, it is 
reasonable to conclude that the control of Philistia 
by Hezekiah was probably due to the strong 
military policy of Uzziah described by the Chron- 
icler, who must have derived his information from 
annals of his reign from which the redactor of the 
Books of Kings did not draw. Certainly, the 
reign of Ahaz, distracted by the troubles of 
the Syro-Ephraimite invasion and weakened by 
subservience to Assyria, was nob the time when 
strong defensive measures would bo adopted. In- 

* The text here is uncertain. The Heb. text has rn?srn n'33, 
LXX i» tintt kofjeAS (cf . 2 Ch 2a 2 ')- Judging from the well-known 
msaning of Ten, this can mean only ' in a free house,' i.e. free from 
the intrusion of others. The expression, however, is very strange, 
and Kittel is warranted in accepting the ingenious emendation 
of Klostermann, nvrri nh'3? 'in his house unmolested,' n'^n 
being an adverb with the ending n' t-, as in JVJTJJ! (Gn 92J). 

t Geseh. der lleb. ii. p. 281. 



deed we know that Philistia was instigated to 
revolt by the confederacy of the two Northern 
kings. (6) The mention of Arabians (col. iii. 31) 
among the troops which defended Jerusalem against 
Sennacherib sustains the statement of the Curon- 
icler that Uzziah subjugated the Arabs, and this 
is probably to be connected with the recove.y of 
Edom and the port of Elath to which 2 K 14 s * 
refers, (c) Kittel lays stress on the prosperity of 
Judah in the days of Ahaz, of which Is 2 and 3 
furnish abundant evidence. This is best explained 
as due to the consolidation of the resources and 
power of the Southern Kingdom during the long 
and prosperous reign of Uzziah described in 2 Ch 26. 
This view is ably sustained by McCurdy in the 
Expositor, Nov. 1891, p. 388 ff. 

It was formerly held by Assyriologists, includ- 
ing especially Schrader, that the records of Tigl.ith- 
pileser prove that Uzziah (Azariah) was the head 
of a powerful confederacy of Northern Hamath ite 
States against Assyria. Unfortunately, the pas- 
sages in which reference is made to Azariah 
(Az(Iz)ri-ya-u), whom Schrader identified with 
Uzziah (KGF 399-421), are much mutilated. The 
following is a translation of t.ie passages so far as 
they can be deciphered and interpreted on the 
basis of Host's edition of Tiglath-pileser's Annals, 
lines 101-111— 
101-2 ... my officer as ruler of the province I placed over them 
(gifts and tribute like the Assyrian imposed on them] 

103 in the further course of my campaign the tribute of th« 

ki(ngs 

104 I received Azar]iah king of Ja-u-di like . . . 

105 . . . zariah of Ja-u-di . . . 

[106 and 107 seem to refer to the towns in which Ayariah 
sought refuge] 

108 by the attack of the light-armed (?) of the bodyguard . . 

[of the approach of 

109 the Assyrian troops) the numerous, they heard [their 

heart) feared 

110 (the town) 1 destroyed, laid waste, burnt down 

111 . . . placed themselves on the side of [Azar] ah streng- 

thened (?) him . . . 
Lines 185-132 refer to the 19 districts of Hamath which 
' placed themselves on the side of Azariah,' the series being 
enumerated from South to North, the most southerly being 
Arka, Zimarra, t'snu, Sianna, and Simirra, and the most 
northerly Ellitarbi and BumamL 

Now, even twenty years ago, the identification 
of the Azri-ia-u of Tiglath-pileser's Annals with 
Azariah of Judah was disputed, for example, by 
Gutschmid (Neue Beitrdge zur Kunde des alten 
Orients, p. 55 ff.) and by Wellhausen {Jahrbiirher 
fur deuUchs T/icologie, xx. 632). But at that time 
there were certainly many reasons why the identi- 
fication made by Schrader should have been con- 
sidered sound. No other land Ja-u-di was then 
known except Judah. Judah was called by that 
name in the Nab!-Junus inscription preserved in 
Constantinople, in which Sennacherib refers to his 
subjugation of Hezekiah (of which the following 
is a transcription, line 15 : rap-su na-gu-u (m&tu) 
Ja-u-di Ifa-za-ki-a-u Sarri-Su {-mid ap-ia-a-ni), 
while the references to the same king in connexion 
with (mdtu) Ja-u-da-ai in the Prism inscription 
of Sennacherib (col. ii. 72, iii. 12, 13) need not bo 
cited here. Indeed Tiglath-pileser himself (2 Iiawl. 
67, line 61) refers to Ja-u-ha-zi (mdtu) Ja-u-da-ai 
in close juxtaposition to the rulers of Ashkelon 
and Edom, so that it is absolutely certain that 
Ja-u-ha-zi ( = Joahaz)is the Assyrian name of king 
Ahaz. Moreover, the fact here mentioned, that 
Ahaz paid tribute to the Assyrian monarch, is 
certified by 2 K 16 s . Certainly, the evidence for 
Schrader's identification seemed cogent. 

Nevertheless, there are serious difficulties in the 
way of its acceptance. In the first place, the 
geographical conditions militate strongly against 
it. The nineteen districts of Hamath can hardly 
have depended for support on the ruler of so 
distant a realm as Juuah. Secondly, the chrono- 
logical argument tells decisively against it. For 
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if Uzziah was the mainstay of a conspiracy of 
nineteen Hainathite States in 738 B.C., which is the 
year which Assyrian data would lead us to assign 
to its overthrow, we can allow only three years for 
the leprosy of Uzziah, the interregnum of Jotham, 
Jotham's sole reign, and the Syro-Ephraimite war 
against Judah. Thirdly, the discovery of the 
Zmjerli inscription (on the stele erected by aan 12 
the son of l'anammu, king of Sam'al, to his father) 
has thrown a fresh light on the problem. There 
we find mention of a land *ve (and also on the 
stele of Hadad, erected by Panammu its king). 
We might with Winckler regard the * here as 
haniza and pronounced as «, and thus read the 
word (as the Assyrians did) Ja'udi. This country 
lay north of the Orontes and bordered on the land 
Unki, and it is possible that Sargon refers to it in 
his Nimr. insc. line 8 : {mdtu) Ja-u-du s~a aSar&u 
ruku, 'J. whose situation is remote.' The men- 
tion of Hamath in the same line lends colour to 
this view. The objection that the name Azrij&hu, 
with its Heb. name of deity, clearly indicates 
a Hebrew personality, loses force when we re- 
member that Hamath, as we learn from the same 
inscription of Sargon, had a prince called Jau-bi'di, 
elsewhere called llu-bi'di. This shows that a deity 
Jdhu was also worshipped in those regions. 
Lastly, the close similarity which subsisted be- 
tween the language of the Zinjcrli inscr. and 
Hebrew renders it in no Way improbable that the 
land Ja'di should have a ruler named Azariah. 
The capital of the laud was Kullani, the Calno 
of Is 10». 



This is the evidence based on the argument:) used 
by Winckler (Alttest. Forst-h. i. (1893) pp. 1-23; 
cf. KAT* i. 54 ff., 262) for disconnecting the inscr. 
of Tiglath-pileser from any reference to Uzziah 
(Azariah) or Judah.* McCurdy, however, upholds 
Schrader's position (HFM i. 413 ff.), but the argu- 
ments of Winckler have been adopted by Hommel 
(art. Assyria in this Diet. vol. i. p. 185, footn.t), 
Guthe(C?F/ p. 188), Maspero (Passing, etc., 150). 
Thechronologicalditficultieswhich beset the biblical 
student of the latter half of the 8th cent, become 
in this way somewhat lessened. The death-year of 
Uzziah may be placed, as Winckler suggests, in 739 
B.C., but it may easily be earlier (KA T 3 i. 320) — in 
fact as early as 750 (Winckler, Ocsch, Israel's, 
Theil i. p. 179). Cf. Cheyne, Introduction to 
Isaiah, pp. 4, 16 ff. OWEN C. WHITKHOUSE. 

UZZIEL (Vx'iv ' my strength is El,' cf. the name 
?vtp Uzziah ; LXX 'of(e)ti)X).— 1. A son of Kohath, 
Ex'6 ,8 iH , Lv 10 4 , Nu 3 18 -**, 1 Ch 6*- 18 15 lu 23'-- 20 
24 M ; with gentilic name the Uzzieliteg ('Ww?), 
Nu Z 77 , 1 Ch i-U 3 . 2. A Simeonite ; one of those 
who took part in the expedition to Mt. Seir, 
1 Ch 4 <s . 3. Eponym of a Benjamite family, 
1 Ch 7 7 . 4. A musician, of the sons of Heiuan, 
1 Ch 25* (called in v. 18 Azarel). 5. A Levite, of 
the sons of Jeduthun, 2 Ch 29". 6. One of the 
guild of the goldsmiths, who took part in the 
repairing of the wall, Neli 3 8 . 7. See Jaaziel. 

• It the view advocated in this art. be correct, the statement 
in art. Curoxolooy ok OT (voL L p. 401 h ad tin.) will have to be 
modified accordingly. 



V 



VAGABOND.— This English word is used in AV 
in the sense of wanderer (Lat. vagabundus, from 
vagari to wander). It is applied to Cain, Gn 4 U 
4 A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in the 
earth ' (ij) LXX trrtvuv xal rpiixuv, Symm. ivda- 
raros Kal dKardararos, Vulg. vagus etprojugus, Tind. 
' A vagabunde and a rennagate,' RV ' A fugitive 
and a wanderer'), 4 W ; Ps 109 10 'Let his children 
be continually vagabonds, and beg ' (vja lyu; yty ; 
Cov. ' Let his children be vagabundes and begg 
their bred'). So in Jg 11" Cov. 'There resorted 
unto him [Jephthah] vagabundes, and wente out 
with him'; Fuller, Holy War, 206, 'Being to 
shape their course into Palestine, they went into 
France ; showing they had a vertigo in their heads, 
mistaking the West for the East ; or else, that 
like vagabonds they were never out of their way ' ; 
Goldsmith, Citizen, vii. ' He who goes from country 
to country, guided by the blind impulse of curiosity, 
is only a vagabond.' 

The adj. occurs .in Ac 19" 'Certain of the 
vagabond Jews, ex >reists ' (tw» jreptepxoyAvuv 'lov- 
talup, RV 'strolling'). So Melvill, Diary, 361, 
* To take order with the pure [ = poor] that there 
bo not vagabund beggars' ; Shaks. Ant. and Cleoj). 
I. iv. 45— 

'Like to a vagabond flag upon the stream.' 

J. Hastings. 
YAHEB (am). — An unidentified locality, men- 
tioned only in the obscure quotation from the book 
of tne Wars of the Lord in Nu 2 ,i4 (BA Zwij3, 
F and'Luc. Zo6/3). See SuPHAH. 

YAIL.— See Veil. 



YAIZATHA (inn ; B Za^ovBuiot, A Za0otrya0<£, « 
ZafiovdfOdv, Luc. 'IfruOdO). — One of the ten sons of 
Hainan, Est 9". The name may be= l'ers. Vuhijaz- 
d&ta, 'given of the Best one (cf. Benfey, l'ers. 
KeUinschr. [1847J 18, S3; F. Spiegel, Altpers. 
Keilinschr. 240). 

YALE, YALLEY.— Vale stands in AV for two 
Hebrew words p^y and nhny ; and valley for five 
Hebrew words, rypa, tt't, Vrjj, psy, •■^07, and one 
Greek word, <f>dpayt (Lk 3"T). Of th*»se words, 
the meaning and use of njffl, a broad plain be- 
tween hills, nh$y lowland (so always in RV), and 
Snj wddy, have been dealt with under Plain, 3. 
7, and River, 3, respectively ; so that k;j, poy, 
and <t>dpa.t$ alone remain to be considered here. 

1. K'j [gap), always ' valley 1 in both AV and 
RV, is a narrow valley, and would be more ex- 
actly represented by glen or ravine. The gai's 
mentioned in the Of are— the v. of Hinnom (Jos 
15 8 and frequently; 'the valley,' Jer 2 a ), which 
gave its name to the 'valley-gate' of Jems. (2Ch 
26°, Neh 2 1S - 18 3 la ) ; of Iphtah-'el, Jos 19"-" on the 
border between Zebulun and Asher ; of Zebo'im 
(the hya;nas), 1 S 13 18 , S.E. of Gibeah ; of Salt, 
apparently somewhere nenr Edom (2 S 8"=1 Ch 
18" cf. Ps 60 UUe ; 2K 14 7 , 2Ch 25 u ) ; the v. of 
craftsmen, or smiths (IS 13 19 ; cf. HGHL 160 f., 
211), lCh 4 14 (RV here Ge /utra-shim), Neh 11 s8 , 
near Lod (Lydda) ; and of Zcphathah, 2 Ch 14'°, 
nef r Mares!] a (though prob. ' in the v. north of 
M.' shor'd be read with LXX ; cf. Buhl, 89), no 
doubt the Wddy cl-Afranj, HGHL 231, 233. 
Valleys not expressly named are— the v. in front 
of Bcth-peor, a station of the lsr., in which Moses 
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was buried (Nu 21 s ", Dt 3* 4« 34«) ; one on the N. 
of Al (Jos 8") ; one near Gedor (1 Cli 4** ; but see 
Gedor, 2); one iu the 'vale' of Elah (1 S 17 3 ), 
perhaps the 'deen trench which the combined 
streams' of the W. es-Sur and the W. el-Jindy 
' have cut through the level land ' below the point 
where they meet (HGHL 228); the 'valley of 
vision,' in or close to Jerus. (Is 22 ,-e ); one close 
under Samaria (Is 28 U4 , Mic l 8 ) ; one mentioned 
as the ideal burial-place of the hosts of Gog (Ezk 
39" ».«); and the ravine which Zech. (14 4 - 8 - 8 ) 
pictures as being split through the Mt. of Olives, 
when J" descends ui>on it to deliver His people. 

The word occurs also, without reference to 
specific localities, in Ps 23* ('a ravine of deathly 
gloom,' fig. of a situation of loneliness and peril) ; 
Is 40* (LXX <pdpayt, whence Lk 3 9 ) ; and in the 
plur. generally (usu. opp. to mountains), 2 K 2 18 , 
Ezk 6» 7" 31 13 32' 33" 3G 4 - 8 . In 1 S 17 83 » (RV ' to 
Gai') 'to Gath' is evidently to be read with LXX 
and most modems; see v. 81 ' b . In the Ajiocrypha 
•valley' stands for <f>dpay$, Jth 2 s 1* II 17 12 7 13'° ; 
and for aAXwv, Jth 4 4 7 s 17 10 10 -' 1 . 

2. poy 'emck (EV mostly valley ; AV vale in 
Gn 14 3 - »■ 10 37 14 , to which RV adds Gn 14 17 , Jos 
8 is 15 s 18 i6 t i S 17 2. is 21°). 'Emek (lit. depth, 
deepening) is 'a highlander's word for a valley 
as he looks dovm into it, and is applied to wide 
avenues running up into a mountainous country, 
like the Vale of Elah, the Vale of Hebron, and 
the Vale of Aijalon' (HGHL 384). It thus de- 
notes something broader than a aaV, but less 
extensive or plain-like than a bik'ah (Plain, 3);* 
and it is a pity that, for distinction, especially 
from gai' ('valley'), it has not in AV been uni- 
formly represented by ' vale.' 

The importance ot distinguishing specific geogr. terms in the 
OT was long ago pointed out, and well illustrated, by Stanley, 
S. and P., Appendix, pp. 476-534; cf. HGHL<03B. The student 
will find it a good plan, in the case both of these and of other 
synonyms (cf. Crbkpino Things ; OrntR, Omuuxo) which are 
confused in EV, to mark on the margin of his RV either the 
Heb. word used or its proper English equivalent: 

The following are the 'emcks mentioned in the 
OT :— the ;vale' of Siddim, Gn 14 3 - 8 of Shaveh, 
Gn i4 17 , said there to be the same as the ' King's 
Vale,' which is mentioned also in 2S 18 l8 t (accord- 
ing to Jos. Ant. VII. x. 3, 2 stadia from Jems.) ; of 
Hebron, Gn 37 14 ; of Achor, Jos T 2 *-'* 15 7 , Hos 2 1S , 
Is 65'° ; of Aijalon, Jos 10'* J , a ' broad fertile plain 
gently sloping up ' between the hills ' to the foot 
of the Central Range' (HGHL 210) ; of Rephaim, 
S.W. of Jerus., on the border between Judah and 
Benj., Jos 15 s 18 ,e , 2S 5 I8 !H 23* ( = lCh 14"- 13 
II' 8 ), Is 17 3 ;J of Jezreel, Jos 17'°, Jg &*, Hos I 5 , 
not the ' great plain ' of Esdraelon (Jth l 8 ), IV. 
of Jezreel, stretching towards Cannel, but * the 
broad, deep vale E. of Jezreel which descends to 
the Jordan ' (HGHL 384 f.) ; of KCziz, Jos 18" (RV 
'Emek-keziz,' as the name occurs in an enumeration 
of cities), somewhere in E. Benjamin ; of Elah, 1 S 
17 s - " 21", now prob. the W. cs-Snnt, 18 in. W.S.W. 
of Jerus. (HGHL 236 i.) ; of Beracah ('Blessing'), 
2 Ch 20*- *, in or near the wilderness of Tekoa 
(v. 30 ); of Succoth, Ps 60 8 =108 7 , the broad part of 
the Jordan valley about Succoth, near the ford 
Damiyeh, S. of the Jabbok (cf. Jos 13 17 'in the 
vale,' of the same locality); of Baca (' weeping '), 
Ps 84 6 ; of Gibeon, Is 28-' 1 (prob. some part of one 
of the gorges which lead down from Gibeon to 
Aijalon, Jos 10 1<M3 ; cf. HGHL 210) ; of Jehosha- 
phat, Jl 3 8, ia (perhaps the fairly broad and open 

* Only once or twice does it seem to be used of what is 
elsewhere described by one of these words (Jer 21>3r 32« : 
Jg 513). 

t A V ' dale ' in these two passages : RV inconsistently ' King's 
Vale 1 in On 14", ' king s dale ' in 2 S IS". 

J RV, again inconsistently, ' vale ' iu Joshua, elsewhere 
' valley.' 



part of the nahal of the Kidron, between Jerus. 
and the Mt. of Olives), called in v." by the emblem- I 
atic name ' vale of decision ' (i.e. of judgment). 

'Vales' without specified names are alluded to in 
Jos 8 1 * (' the vale ' near Ai, rightly distinguished in 
RV from the « valley ' (gai') of v. 11 ) ; 13 u (in Reu- 
ben) ; 19 s7 (a place Beth-haeraek, in Asher) ; Jg 5 U 
(the Plain of Esdraelon) ; 7 1 **-'* (apparently the 
vale of Jezreel, 6 s3 ) ; 18* (' the vale that belongeth 
to Beth-Rehob ') ; 1 S 6 ,s (near Beth-shemesh ; the | 
broad valley, the upper part of the Wddy es-Sardr 
(the ancient nahal of Sorek), opening out westwards j 
and leading down in the direction of Ekron ; (cf. I 
HGHL 218 f.) ; IS 31 7 = 1 Ch 10' (prob. the vale of 
Jezreel) ; Jer 21" (very uncertain ; the Tyroposon I 
valley? or as Jl 3 s , above? or not of Jerusalem at 
all ?) ; 32* (the gai' of Hinnom) ; 47 3 (of the Phil. I 
plain, though hardly suitable, in spite of HGHL I 
655 ; read prob. ' the remnant of the 'Andkim' [opa i 
for D39V ; see Jos 11*], with LXX, Ges., Hitz., 
Graf, Giesebr. etc.); 49*-* (in Amnion). The word 
is also used generally of ' vales ' in different parts 
of the country, mentioned often either with refer- 
ence to their fertility (cf. 1 S 6", Is 17 s ), or as suit- ' 
able for war-chariots to deploy in ; Nn 14*, Jos 
17' 8 , Jg I"- 34 ,! K20*,lCh 12" 27*, Job39 10 SI Che 
pawetTi in the valley,' of the war-horse), Ps 65 u , 
Ca 2 1 ('the lily of the valleys'), Is 22? (about 
Jerus. ), Jer 48 8 (in Moab), Mic l 4 . 

S. R. Driver. 
Y AN I AH (*;;! {bnt text dub.] ; B Owfxwd, A 
Oi/ouwd, K Oiitepeyw. Luc. Ovawd). — One of the sons 
of Bani, who had married a foreign wife, Ezr 10*. 

YAMTY.— 1. (1) lit. a breath of air, as a 
gentle breeze, Is 57 13 ; a breath of the mouth, Ps 
144' ; hence (2) lig. evanescence, emptiness, La 4 17 , 
Job 8*; (3) idols and idolatry, Dt 32 21 , Jer 10 s , 
2K 17", Ps 31«; (4) exhalation, mist, Ec 6 4 11" 
(cf. Abel [wh. see], Gn 4*). 2. mc (1) labour, 
sorrow, HosOVHab 3 7 (cf. Ben-oni for Benjamin, Gn 
35 ls ) ; (2) nothingness, Is 41* ; worthlessness, sin- 
fulness, Job 31 3 , Pr 17 4 ; (3) idols and idolatry. 
Is GO 3 , 1 S 15* (cf. Beth-aven for Beth-el, Hos 4» 
[see Cheyne, p. 69] ; Aven for On in Egypt, Ezk 
3D 17 ; Aven for Heliopolis in Syria, Am I s ). 3. i 
*y (I) wickedness, Job ll 11 ; (2) calamity, Is 30 s8 ; I 
(3) falsehood, Ps 12 -i ; (4) emptiness, uselessness, 
Ps60», Mai 3", Jer 2» Ps 127 1 . 4. pi (1) empti- I 
ness, Jer 51 3 *; hence (2) fig. a useless, worthless 
thing, Ps 2 1 4" 73 ,s , Lv 26 18 , Is 49*. Hab 2 U . 5. eft ■ 
( 1 ) waste, Gn I s , Dt 32 10 , Is 24 10 ; hence (2) fig. empti- i 
ness, uselessness, Is 49* 41* 45 19 . Greek /Hxratinrs, 
what is devoid of truth and fitness, 2 P 2 18 ; per- 
verseness, Eph4' 7 ; frailty, Ho 8-° ; also ftaraio\oyia, 
empty talk, 1 Ti 1° ; /laratoXjyot, idle talker, Tit 1" ; 
fiiratot, devoid of force, truth, success, result, Ja 1*, 
I Co 15 17 3* Tit 3», IP l 18 ; ra ftdraia, idols and 
idolatry, Ac 14 18 ; /iarwiw, to become profitless, 
empty, Ro l n . Also Kevin, literally empty, fig. 
void of truth, Eph 5" Col 2 s ; void of worth, Ja 2* ; 
void of result, 1 Co 15 10 ; rcoSoffa, groundless 
self-esteem, empty pride, Ph 2 s ; Kei>66o&K, con- 
ceited. Gal 5* ; KtroQuvta, empty discussion, 
1 Ti 6», 2 Ti 2 18 ; Ktw, to empty, to make void, 
Ro 4 U , 2 Co 9 s : also some other words of less 
importance. 

The varied senses, literal and figurative, of the 
words tr. 'vanity' indicate the wide range of its 
use in the Scriptures. The literal tr. ' breath ' 
would probably be better than ' vanity ' in several 
passages (Ps 78 3 f 94" 144«, Is 57 13 ) in which the i 
word is used to indicate the evanescence of man's I 
life (also Ec 6 4 1 1 8 , cf. Ro 8*), which itself is nnsub- 
stantial and unsatisfying (Job 7*- M , Ps S^-*-", 
Hab 2 13 ). Man himself cannot be tnisted (Ps 60" 
02'), and this his worthlessness is shown alike in 
falsehood (Job 31 8 , Ps 12 s 41 8 , Pr 30 8 , Is 58 s 59*) 
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and in wickedness (Job 11" 31*. Ps 10 7 , Is 5 18 , Eph 
4", 2 P 2 18 ), of which the disaster and disappoint- 
ment of his lot are but the punishment (Job IS 81, *, 
Is 30'*, Pr 22 s ), although man dares to question 
God's meaning in making him (Ps 89", cf. ts 45 18 ). 

As there is but one God, idols are unreal (Is 66 s , 
Jer 10 13 51 18 , cf. 1 Co 8 4 ) ; their worship is unprofit- 
able (Dt 32", 1 S 15 s , 2 K 17 19 , Ps 4* 24* 3l 8 , Jer 2 s 
10 8 - 8 16 19 18 1S , cf. Ac 14"), and their worshippers 
worthless (1 S 12", 2 K 17 U , Is 41 a » 44"). Under 
the same judgment come false prophecy (Jer 23 16 , 
],a 2", Ezk 13 1 Zee 10 s ), reliance on any other 
help than God's (Is 30 7 , Jer S- 3 , La 4 17 ), and ritual 
without righteousness (Is l u , cf. Ja I s " 2 s0 ). While 
to doubt or unbelief, God's service (Ps 73", Mai 3"), 
His dealing (Jer 2* 1 , Is 49*), and even His law 
(Jer 8 s ), may seem to come to naught, yet He does 
reward those who do His will (Dt 32", Is 65 a ), 
and fulfils His promises (Is 45 u ) as His threats 
(Ezk 6 ,u ). Without His blessing (Ps I27 1 -*), or by 
His curse (Lv 26' 6 ), man's labour is profitless (et. 
Pr 13" 21 s ), for man before God is nothing (Is 
40 17 - and his charms Avorthless ( Pr 31"). 

Jesus pronounced worthless alike Gentile ritual 
(Mt 6 7 ) and Pharisaic piety (Mt 15 9 , Mk 7 7 , cf. 

1 P l 18 ), and Paul so judged pagan philosophy and 
the speculative theology which, under its influence, 
was finding entrance into the Church (Ro 1*, Eph 
5 8 , 1 Co Col 2 s , and 1 Ti l 8 6", 2 Ti 2 18 , Tit l 10 
3°). Christian faith, life, and service have worth 
and use (1 Co 15 10 - 88 , 1 Th 2 1 ), but may lose these 
through man's failure or faithlessness (1 Co 9 18 , 

2 Co 6* 9», Ph 2 18 , 1 Th 3 6 ). Denial of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ mokes Christian preaching false 
(1 Co 15") and Christian faith profitless (1 Co 15 17 ) ; 
and even belief in works empties faith of worth 
(Ro 4") and Christ's death of meaning (Gal 2 21 ). 

Thus, in the Bible, ' vanity ' is used in the ob- 
jective sense of emptiness, worth lessness, unprofit- 
ableness, uselessness, deceit, and illusion ; in the 
subjective sense of conceit or pride it is not used, 
but the idea is expressed by the compound words 
vainglory (Ph 2 s ) and vainglorious (Gal &"). The 
fullest treatment of the vanity of man's life, work, 
joy, and hope is found in the Bk. of Ecclesiastes 
(which see). A. E. Garvie. 

YA8HNI. — Samuel's firstborn son, according 
to MT of 1 Ch 6'» iKng.M), w j|i c h ig followed by 
AV. RV, following the Syr. (see mg.), and on the 
strength of v. 18 1 53 ' and the || 1 S 8 2 , supplies Joel as 
the name of Samuel's oldest son, and substitutes 
' and the second Abiah ' (a;3lf 'jyni) for 1 Vashni and 
Abiah ' (n*?)!! '}f!). This is supported also by Luc. 
[although BA have 2a»(e)i] IwJjX Kal 6 St&repos 
A/3td, and is adopted by Driver, Kittel, Benzinger, 
ei al. 

VA8HTI («*2h, perh. =Pers. vahista, 'best' [Jen- 
sen, Ztschr. f. Kunde d. Morgenl. 1892, pp. 63, 70, 
connects the name with that of the Elamite god- 
dess McUti or WaSti ; see also Wildelx>er, Kurzer 
Hdcom. ' Esther,' p. 173] ; BA 'ktrrlv, Luc. Oimrriv). 
— The name of the queen of Ahasuerus (Xerxes), 
Est 1 ».n.u.ia.ie.i7.i9 2 ».«.n See art. Esther in 
vol. L p. 775. 

YAU OR WAW 0).— The sixth letter of the He- 
brew alphabet, and as such employed in the 119th 
Psalm to designate the 6th part, each verse of 
which begins with this letter. In this Dictionary 
it is transliterated, when consonantal, by v or w. 

YEDAN (m [AV; taking ) as conjunction, tr. 
•Dan also'], Ezk 27 18 ).— Name of a city (Rashi). 
It is identical in form with the Arabic Waddan, 
a name clearly connected with the god Wadd, who 
was worshipped by Kalb and other tribes. The 



geographers mention three places of this name, of 
which the only one that can be plausibly identi- 
fied with Vedan is midway between Mecca and 
Medinah, six miles from Abwa on the pilgrims' 
road (Istakhri, etc.). It was celebrated in Islam 
as the scene of Mohammed's first campaign, and 
also as the home of the poet Nusaib. Modern 
travellers in this perilous region do not appear to 
mention the name. Ezekiel says that Vedan ex- 
ported goods from Uzal to Tyre, implying that the 
first was a port. Waddan may at one time have 
been one, and have ceased to be so owing to the 
recession of the sea. If Uzal is Sana, the goods 
had to come a longdistance. According to Burck- 
hardt {Travels in Arabia, French ed. ii. 216), the 
pilgrims take forty-three days from Sana to 
Medinah. See Uzal. 

Brugsch (Religion der altcn &gypter, p. 152) 
suggests that Vedan is to be identified with 
* Uethen, also written Ueten, Ueden, and Uedenu, 
a spice-bearing country, situated to the east of 
Egypt, whose inhabitants, the Uethentians, were 
first suMned by king Thotmosis 111.' According 
to Mariette (Karnak, p. 47), the monument to 
which he refers is a work of imagination, not of 
history, and it would be a mistake to demand of it 
decisive arguments on questions of geography. 

D. S. Margoliouth. 
YEIL and (AV) YAIL.— In the AV 'vail' and 
' veil ' are both used, and that alike for the article 
of dress so called, and for a part of the tabernacle 
and the temple. The spelling 'veil' in AV does 
not occur outside the NT, except in Ca 5 7 . On the 
other hand, ' vail ' is not used in the NT, except in 
2 Co 3 13ff - In RV ' veil ' is the uniform spelling. 

i. The Veil of the Tabernacle, and the Temple.— 
Two Heb. words used in connexion with the taber- 
nacle are tr. in AV 'veil.' 1. qpo (indsdkh), RV 
'screen,' stands for the coloured linen covering 
which hung before the door of the hekdl or Holy 
Place.* It is also used for a similar covering which 
hung in front of the gate entering the court.t 2. 
njhj (pdrOketh), peih. from Assyr. ' what shuts off,' 
is the technical term for the veil of the same 
material which hung between the hekdl and dibir 
or Most Holy Place ; X for this we find also a 
combination of the two words, thus 3990 njTp. § 
All the above occurrences are in P, and thej' 
relate to the tabernacle— a significant fact. 

We read of no veil in Solomon's temple nor in 
Ezekiel's, except that 2 Ch 3 14 , written under P's 
influence, says Solomon's temple had a pdrokelh 
or inner veil. Besides the one passage adduced, 
there is no Biblical evidence for this fact. Thenius 
reconstructs 1 K 6 a so as to bring the -word pdr- 
Oketh into the text; but he has absolutely no 
support from MSS, versions, or ancient citations. 
Lund || and the older authorities generally take 
for granted that the outer and inner veils of the 
tabernacle were found also in Solomon's temple. 
The only proof Lund gives is the above passage 
from Chronicles. 

It is probable that Zerubbabel's temple had veils 
corresponding to the mdsdkh and parobdh of the 
tabernacle, but there is no certainty of this. Since 
the tabernacle follows the second temple in so 
many matters in which the latter differs from 
Solomon's temple (outer and inner courts, etc.), it is 
a priori likely that they coincided in having an 
outer veil before the entrance of the hekdl and 
an inner one before the entrance of the dlb%r.*S> 
* Ex 2ff»f- 393S 40". t Ex 35" 39». 

J Ex 2tf» •*» 36- 35. etc. 

5 Ex 3513 393* 40*>, Nu 4». In Lv 24 s niyn n:T$ < veil of the 
testimony ' (because hiding the ark), 46 enpri rCTy. 
I HeUigiMmer, SOT*. 

H t. nanTtwu*, with the article, stands in LXX (Ex 26** 
etc.) and in Philo (Vit. Moys. in. ill. 6) tor the inner veil, the 
veil pre-eminently. 
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The evidence that Herod's temple had the two 
veils referred to above is stronger, though not con- 
clusive. It is but one veil— the inner — that is 
spoken of in the NT, and that only in two con- 
nexions, viz. the account of the Crucifixion in the 
Synoptics,* ('the veil of the temple was rent in 
twain') and also in Hebrews.! In the latter it is 
the tabernacle, not the temple, that is meant ; but 
as this Epistle was written almost certainly before 
the destruction of the temple in a.d. 71, there 
would have been some hint of it if the sanctuary 
known to the writer lacked this feature. 

Joaephui clearly points out the existence of the two veil* in 
the temple which he describes, and there can be little doubt 
that his account is based on what he saw. Of the outer one he 
■ays, ' it was a Babylonian curtain of fine linen interwoven with 
blue scarlet and purple, and of a contexture that roused ad- 
miration.' : The inner veil, it seems implied, was of the same 
kind. 

Maimonides says there were thirteen veils about the temple, 
viz. seven for the seven Rates of the court ; one at the (fate of 
the porch, one at the gate of the temple ; two between the 
hikal and dfbVr, and two in the space above the house. 
Lightfoot adopts this opinion.} Another Jewish opinion which 
Lightfoot.il Lund.H and others approve of is, that in the post- 
exilic temples the cubit-thick wall separating; MJcdl and dlAr 
of Solomon's and Ezekiel'e temples was lacking. Instead of 
it there were two veils one cubit apart, occupying therefore 
exactly the same space as the wall. In favour of this, Licht- 
foot, followed by Lund, adduces Maimonides " and the Talmud, 
both Mishna tt and Oemara,: J though in the latter Rabbi Jose 
raises a discordant voice, which is silenced by the harmonizing 
Rabbis. 

ii. The Veil as an article of dress. — Many of 
the words rendered ' veil ' in EV designate articles 
which would not be so called in modern English 
books, as they do not cover the face alone, nor do 
they in all cases cover the face at all. Indeed, 
even the face-veils which may be seen in Egypt 
and Palestine very rarely cover more than the 
lower half of the face, leaving the %es and fore- 
head entirely exposed. The white muslin veils 
which cover the whole face are used in the harem, 
and are not intended to cover, but to decorate the 
face.§§ ' 

The veil plays a much more important part in 
women's life in the East than in the West. No 
respectable woman in an Eastern village or city 
goes out without it, and, if she does, she is in 
danger of being misjudged ; indeed, English and 
American missionaries m Egypt told the present 
writer that their own wives and daughters when 
going about find it often best to wear the veil. 

But it should be borne in mind that the ancient 
Egyptians were as much strangers to the face- 
veils as Europeans are, for on their paintings and 
sculptures such veils never appear. '. || Nor were such 
veils worn by the ancient Etniopiaus.Hf Greeks,*** 
or the primitive inhabitants of Asia Minor. ttt 
They are not worn at the present day in Egypt or 
Syria by slaves, by the very poor, by the Bedawin, 
nor in out-of-the-way places by any, as a rule. 
The present writer stayed two days with the chief 
of Tobas, between Ndblus and the Jordan : the 
wife, daughters, etc., wore no veils, and were quite 
free. The people who have been most influenced 
by Islamic culture are most observant of the veil, 
which is in favour of the belief that its use in the 
modern East, and also the institution of the harem, 
are due to Islam. 

In early times the Israelites laid but little stress 
on the use of the veil by women. Neither Sarah 
nor Rebekah wore it on the occasions mentioned 
in Gn 12" and 24 Mf -, though Kebekah put it on 

• Mt 27-'« II Mk 13» || Lk 2S«. t 6"» 9» 10». 

J Kele Mikdash, cap. 7 ; quoted by Lightfoot (Works, Pit- 
man's ed. ix. 280). 

f Loc. eit |i Hot. Ileb. Mt 27". U Meilig. 808». 

** Beth Habbechirah, cap. 4. tf Midd. iv. 7. 

tt Same passage. §5 See Dress, voL 1. 628. 

HP Weiss, Koitiimbttmlt, p. 13. M /<>- p. 56. 

lb. 318 ; cf. Lubke, Gruiidriss der KunstgesehiehU (1879), 

l no «. 

ttt Weiss, 173 f. 



when she appeared before Isaac. When worn at 
all in Biblical times, it was mostly * as an orna- 
ment, as is the case now with Moslem women in 
the harem. Jewish women in Palestine — .Jeru- 
salem, etc. — are not in the habit of wearing veils. 

Gn 24 8M - and 29*"- show that it was customary 
among the early Israelites for betrothed maidens 
to veu themselves before their future husbands, 
and especially at the time of the wedding. This 
custom obtains in Egypt at the present day. t The 
use of the veil by betrothed maidens and brides 
may betoken subjection. St. Paul in 1 Co 2**- so 
regards it.; 

Rashi says, * The Israelitish women in Arabia 
go out veiled (n'lSijri), while those in India go out 
with a cloak fastened about the mouth' (mens). 
It has been inferred from Gn 38" that immoral 
women were to be known by the veil they wore : § 
but probably Tamar wore the usual veil on the 
occasion referred to in order to escape recognition 
by her father-in-law, Judah. Nor does Ex 34»-» 
show that men as well as women wore veils. 
Moses .when he descended from the mountain wore 
a njflp, i.e. a covering : a word not elsewhere used, 
though its connate mo is found, || and has for 
parallel ebS 'clothing,' 'garment.' njgeU occurs 
in Is 25 7 (AV ' vail y ) and 28», and by RV it is 
rendered rightly ' covering.' mpp, mo, and n?3? are 
general terms, and should never he tr. 'veil.' rsej 
a:rx in Gn 20 18 does not mean a veil, but a covering 
or blinding of the eyes by a gift ; cf. Dillm. ad 
loc., and vol. iii. p. 129*. 

The following Heb. words appear to denote veils in a stricter 
sense :— 

L ■"wl-** See art. Memni. t. The 1*n is what Rebekah 
wore before Isaac, tt and Tamar before her father-in-law.*; The 
word means what is ' doubled ' over.fi We know tliat it covered 
the face. 1 1| 8. VCf$ is tr. by AV in Is 47«, Ca 4>.3 & Mock*' 
(of hair), but there can be little doubt that the word means 
some kind of veiL That like fj'yy it covered the face, is all we 
know about it *. TTJ appears to have been a light garment 
which covered the whole dross, as Jerome *** and Schroder 
held. it \ See Del. (on Is 823), and art. Mantls, vol. iii. p. 240». 
8. P0 fa ne,d by DeUtzsch to have been a kind of veil or 
light summer outer garment. The Arabic word (sidn, tad fen) is 
explained by Frevtag and Lane as ' veil ' ; but a veil in the 
English sense is hardly meant by the Hebrew or the Arabic 
word. It was probably a summer outer dress of fine material 
(cambric or muslin), and so, according to Is S 2 *, capable of much 
adornment. 8ee Del. on Pr 31*«. 

Liter AT0RR. — In addition to the works cited above, cf. Dozy, 
Diction. (UtailU d. noin* dee v*trmenU chtz let Arabes ; Webs, 
Gftch. der Tracht und des Gerdths der VbVcer des Alierthunu, 
Stuttg. 1881 ; and also the works on Biblical Archieologj, 
especially that by Nowack. T. W. D A VIES. 

VERMILION.— Sec COLOURS, voL L p. 458 b . 

VERSIONS. — 

Introductory. 

i. General History : (a) origin and early history ; (6) re- 

visions ; (c) printed editions. 

ii. Method of use, and precautions to be observed : (a) those 

precautions common to all authorities; (6) those 
peculiar to the Versions. 

iii. Uses of the Versions: (a) critical; (6) exegetical; 

(c) general, in connexion with the history of the Bible. 
Canon, etc. ; (d) literary and philological. 

Introductory. — The object- of this article is not 
to treat any Version in detail, but to draw atten- 

•Ca4 l,s 0*. 

t Lane, Modern Egyptians, I (Gardner, 1896, p. 182, ch. ri.\ 
j Commentary on Shabbath 65a ; quoted by Delitxsch on 
Is 3°. 

t Winer' (' Schleier ') and many others. 
II Gn 49". 

H Same root as nap ' booth,' i.e. covered place. 

•Ms3l». ttOn24«. n 381- «- it. 

55 Same root as Ut<M " 10 d°ubk ; Syr. \ °) a \ 1 (for 
■ a. = «i«mO double. See Lag. as quoted in Oxf. Heb. Lex. 
HI! Loc eit. HCa6j,I»S». "»OnUS» 

ttt Vestit. Mulientm. :» Is S». 
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tion to some of the features common to them 
all, with only sufficient illustrations * to make the 
general statements intelligible. 

It will be well to state at the outset the main 
objects which the student of the Versions may 
have in view. The most important is their use for 
critical purposes in conjunction with MSS of the 
original text of the OT or NT, and with Patristic 
Quotations. The second is their use for exegetical 
purposes. Thirdly, they have a value in connexion 
with the history of the Bible and the light they 
throw on a number of questions, such as the 
Canon, the order of books inside the Canon, etc. 
Lastly, many of the Versions are of the greatest 
interest from a literary and philological stand- 
point, because they are often the earliest monu- 
ments of the language in which they are written. 

Their exact and scientific use, however, depends 
on a knowledge of their history, and on a con- 
sideration of certain precautions and limitations, 
which their history shows to be necessary if sound 
conclusions are to be reached. It will be desirable, 
therefore, firstly to consider some general points in 
their history, secondly to notice some of the neces- 
sary cautions, and lastly to discuss the uses just 
enumerated. 

i. General History.— The first reference to 
translations of the Bible is found by some in the 
words of Neh 8 8 'They read in the book in the 
law of God distinctly [RVm 'with an interpreta- 
tion '], and they gave the sense so that they under- 
stood the reading.' The Heb. word eni? used for 
'distinctly' occurs again in Ezr 4 18 , where RVm 
renders ' translated.' The text gives more correctly 
than the margin the meaning of the Hebrew, 
■which does not imply more than clearness in the 
reading. Moreover, the supposed need of a trans- 
lation requires us to believe that the Jews returned 
from the Exile ignorant of the Hebrew in which 
the Law was written— a view hardly tenable in 
face of the post-exilic writings contained in the 
Bible. In any case we should nave to think of an 
explanation rather than a translation, and an oral 
and not a written Version. We cannot therefore 
fix precisely the date at which Versions of the 
Bible began to be made. 

There is little doubt that the earliest Version 
committed to writing was the Septuagint, begun 
for the use of the Alexandrian Jews under Ptolemy 
II. (B.C. 285-247), and 'it is probable that before the 
Christian era Alexandria possessed the whole or 
nearly the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures in a 
Greek translation ' (Swete, Introd. to OT in Greek, 

f>. 25). The only other Version for which there is 
ikely to have been any demand in pre-Christian 
times is the Syriac. There are various traditions 
as to the origin of this Version, e.g. those recorded 
by Gregory Barhebneus, which refer it to the date 
of Solomon (who is said to have had it made for 
Hiram), or to the incidents recorded in 2 K 17 27 , 
or that recorded by Jacob of Edessa, which assigns 
it to the date of Abgar, king of Edessa. Like the 
Septuagint, it was not the work of one time or 
one hand ; for ' from the differences of style and 
manner in its several parts we may suppose that 
it was made by many hands, and covered a long 
period of time' (VV. Wright, Encyc. Brit. 'Syr. 
Lit.' p. 824). The earliest definite reference to the 
Version is in a commentary of Melito of Sardis, 
where 6 "Z6po% is cited at Gn 22 u . To this date, i.e. 
to the 2nd cent. A.D., the beginning of the Version 
may be assigned. To the same century the begin- 
ning of the Latin Version, and to that or the 

• Many of these illustrations are taken from those collected 
by the writer for his Ellerton Essay, printed in part in Studia 
Bibliea, ii. 195 ff., on 'The Evidence of the Early Versions and 
Patristic Quotations on the Text of the Books of the New 
Testament.' 

VOL. IV.— 54 



following centuiy the origin of the Egyptian 
Versions, is generally ascribed. These represent 
the earliest Versions of the Bible, and they are 
succeeded by numberless others np to the present 
time. 

If the beginnings of the history of the Versions 
take us back so far, and are veiled in obscurity, 
the last chapter cannot yet be written, for each year 
sees some fresh translation made for purposes of 
missionary work.* The chief critical interest of 
the latest is to be found only in the illustrations 
they afford of the difficulties which beset the trans- 
lator of every age in his attempt to transfer the 
ideas and expressions of one language into those 
of another without suggesting new associations or 
dropping old ones. 

The study of this long history is a fascinating 
subject. It presents problems of all kinds, And for 
their solution draws on the stores which have been 
accumulated by the students of language and 
literature, oi art, of palaeography, of liturgical 
usage, of history ,f and many other branches of 
knowledge, while in return the MSS of the Versions 
contribute to all these studies material which is 
often of the greatest value, and can be found 
nowhere else. Hence the student of the Versions 
will find materials in books and periodicals dealing 
with almost every subject, ana the literature is 
almost boundless. 

1. Origin and early History. — The first point 
to try to make clear is at what date and place, and 
in what circumstances, the Versions in each lan- 
guage were made. We find general and somewhat 
rhetorical statements, like that of Chrysostom, in 
which he says, in his first Homily on St. John, 
that the Syrians, Indians, Persians, Ethiopians, 
and numberless other nations, have translations 
into their own languages. But it is only in regard 
to some of the later ones, that is, those made in 
and after the 4th cent., that we have definite 
historical statements on these points : as, for ex- 
ample, in the case of the Gothic, Armenian, and 
Slavonic ; and even these apparently definite state- 
ments will not always stand cross-examination, 
and need explanation or qualification. In some 
cases they are so much later than the event to 
which they refer as to be untrustworthy in detail, 
while in other cases they lack perspective, and 
ascribe to one person or date work which probably 
passed through several hands., and extended over 
a long period. Besides such historical statements, 
which nave to be carefully examined before we 
use them, we have arguments of an inferential 
kind, based on the evidence afforded by the MSS of 
the Version itself. 

The first question which we naturally ask is 
whether the Versions were authoritative, the work 
of translators chosen for their knowledge of the two 
languages involved, and from MSS carefully selected 
of a collection of books regarded as canonical, or 
whether they were made by private and irrespon- 
sible persons independently, in different districts, 
and from chance MSS of separate books as they 
became known or were required for use. Obviously, 
the answer to such questions is of great import- 
ance, but definite answers can rarely be given. 

• For a list of these see (1) In our Tongue* : a popular handbook 
to the translation work of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
by O. A. King ; 2nd issue, comprising the work of the last 
quarter of a century, 1875-1809 ; also (2) Bible House Papers, 

i.-v. 

t The use of language may be illustrated from the discussion 
of the African origin of the Old Latin ; of art, from the use 
mode of different kinds of decoration found in MSS, such as the 
Celtic, to identify the place of origin ; of palreography, from 
the evidence based on different national hands, Irish, Lom- 
bardic, etc. ; of liturgical usage, from the use made of the 
notes in Codex Bezso (J'fhSt, i. 454), or in connexion with the 
Lindisfarne Gospels (Berger, Histoire de la Vulgate, p. 39) ; of 
history, from the article on Codex Auiiatinus in Studia 
Bibliea, ii. 
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There can be little doubt that the earlier the 
Version the more likely the second alternative is 
to be true. Thus Ridley saj-s : phtres a pluribus 
interpretibus in vidgus cffvsat sunt explicating quce 
tanaem collectce et nonnunquam refictce in tin urn 
Codicem vel editionem relates sunt ; * and else- 
where, f in the same treatise, that the Versions 
were at first a sort of Targum, derived from copies 
circumfoi-aneis et vulgatioribus, from which the 
glosses were gradually removed. Similarly Augus- 
tine, in a well-known passage,? writes in regard 
to the Latin : ut cuiquc primis fidei temporibus in 
mantis venit Codex Urozcus et aliquantulum facul- 
tatis sibi vtrinsque lingua habere videbatur, ausus 
est interpretari. This hypothesis, while it does 
not destroy the value of the Versions as evidence 
often older than our MSS of the Greek text of the 
NT, certainly lessens the authority we should, on 
the first hypothesis, have to give them as made 
from the best MSS of the time, and exhibiting 
non unius alteriusve hominis sed totins ecclesios 
interpretationcm et judiciurn.% — In regard to some 
of the later Versions we are told, and may well 
believe, that they were made 'by carefully chosen 
persons from specially selected MSS. But even 
then the area 01 selection must have been limited 
by circumstances of place and time and oppor- 
tunity. So that, in the last resort, our estimate 
of the critical value of a Version and its text must 
be formed entirely from that text as contained in 
the MSS of the Version, or rather as it can be 
restored to its original form by the removal of 
errors which have come in during the centuries. 
For it has to be remembered that in some cases a 
considerable interval has elapsed between the date 
at which the Version was first made and that of 
the earliest MS of it. It is true that in no case 
is the interval as great as the thousand years or 
more which separate the last Heb. book of the OT 
from the earliest MS in which it is preserved to 
us. Of the more important Versions the Rohairic 
may be taken as the most striking instance in 
which the MSS of the Version, with very few 
exceptions, belong to a date very much later 
than that of the Version itself. II We nearly 
always have to measure the interval by centuries, 
and in that time much often happened H to alter 
the original characteristics of the Versions, both in 
regard to the text which underlay them and the 
language in which that text was expressed, and so 
to obscure or distort the light thrown by the MSS 
of a Version on its origin. But, even when we 
have made all necessary allowances, much evidence 
remains which may be used to date and localize 
the origin of a Version. First and foremost comes 
a comparison with the quotations found in Patristic 
writers using the same language. Thus the value 
of the writings of Tatian, Eiihraem, and Aphraates 
has been generally recognized in regard to the 
Syriac Versions and their relation to each other, 
though there is divergence of opinion as to the 
actual conclusions to be drawn. Again, a com- 
parison of the Old Latin with the Latin Fathers, 
especially Cyprian and Tertullian, gave Wiseman 
the first clue, which has, however, to be used with 
caution,** to the grouping of the MSS of that 
Version into families. The Patristic quotations 
often help us to date, as well as to localize, the 
text found in a Version. Thus Robert ft dates the 
Version contained in the Lyons Heptatcuca by its 

• De verim. Syr. indole (ed. Semler, 176(1), p. 334. 

t See pp. 284, 291. J De doctr. Christ, ii. 11. 

i Walton's Polyglot, Proleg. § 5. 3. 

II Hyvernat, P.Utde »ur lei vertiont Coptes de la Bilile, p. 10 IT., 
fives a list of MSS here referred to, with dates. 
•1 See below on ' Revisions.' 

•* Scrivener, Inlrod. ii. 44 ; and art. Old Latin Versions in 
vol. Hi. 

tt Uept. Partii i>otter. vertio e eod. Lugd. p. xxviiff. 



agreement with the Quotations of Lucifer of 
Cagliari, and its differences from those of Ambrose 
and Augustine. — Another argument in regard to 
the date and origin of Versions is furnished by the 
order in which the books of the Bible are given, or 
the Canon of Scripture which is implied.* This 
argument has been used to refer the Peshitta to 
a date prior to that at which all the Catholic 
Epistles and the Apocalypse were included in the 
Canon. 

Other arguments in regard to origin are derived 
from linguistic considerations, and from notes by 
scril>es and others in the margin of the text or else- 
where in the MSS. At the same time, in regard to 
all these it has to be remembered that data which 
seem at first sight to be coeval with the Version, 
and to throw light on its origin, may have been 
either carried over from the text on which the 
Version was based, or introduced later by some 
scribe, t Instances of these possibilities are afforded 
by liturgical notes, text divisions, dialectical pecu- 
liarities of spelling, etc. etc. 

2. Revisions. — The constant use of the Versions 
from the date at which they were made onwards 
required the multiplication of copies. This neces- 
sarily involved the introduction of numerous un- 
intentional errors, and gave occasion for linguistic 
or grammatical changes, and led also to a com- 
parison of the text contained in the Version with 
that of other authorities. The best-known instances 
are afforded by the work of Origen on the LXX, 
and Jerome on the Old Latin. As to such re- 
visions we have the evidence of direct statements, 
and that of the MSS themselves. We have the 
well-known passage in Jerome's letter to Damasus, 
in which he refers to errors introduced not only by 
vitiosi interpretes, but also by prazsumtorcs imperili 
and librarti dormitantes. This led him to his 
work of revision, of which the Vulgate was the 
result. Later on in the history of the same 
Version, the recurrence of the same kind of cor- 
ruptions, and growing uncertainty as to the right 
text, led to such revisions as those of Alcuin at 
the end of the 8th cent, and those of the Biblia 
Correctoria in the 13th. Such formal revisions as 
those mentioned in connexion with the Latin 
Version find parallels in many other languages. 

They involved the removal of copyists* errors of 
various kinds, and also changes m the Version 
itself, such as the translation of words which had 
been in the first instance merely transliterated, the 
substitution of current and approved words for 
those which were obsolete or provincial, a greater 
consideration for grammar and usage, which had 
been perhaps sacrificed to secure greater fidelity, 
as it was thought, to the words and sense of the 
original.? 

Again, in the revisions, reference was sometimes 
made to the text contained in MSS on the autho- 
rity of which the Version was based, and to other 
Versions. That this was so we know from definite 
statements such as that made by Thomas of 
Harkel, who tells us that in his revision of the 
Philoxenian S3'riac, in A.D. 616, he used 'two or 
three accurate Greek MSS in the fcnaton of 
Alexandria,' and the readings derived from that 
source make the marginal readings of the Version 
of great value. Similar statements as to the use 
of Greek MSS for revision are made in regard to 
several other Versions, and it would be an oU'ious 
thing for a critical reviser to do. 

But the influence of other authorities besides 
the original text in these revisions has to be 
remembered. The influence of the Vulgate will 

•See below, p. 854 f. 

t Berger, Histoire de la Vulgate, p. 63. 

J In some cases the later Versions were more literal than Ui« 
earlier, e.g. that of Aquila and the Philoxenian Syriac 
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be a case in point. And in dealing with pheno- 
mena which suggest such influence it must not be 
forgotten, as is sometimes done, that the true 
explanation of the resemblances of two Versions 
may often be, not that they are derived one from 
the other, but that both are independently trace- 
able to MSS of the Greek, which have a similar 
type of text. 

These revisions differed greatly both in extent 
and in character, and occasionally it is matter for 
argument which is the revised and which the un- 
revised text. Sometimes, as in the case of Origen's 
revision of the LXX, they have created a chasm in 
the history of the text which it is well-nigh im- 
possible to bridge over. Sometimes— and in con- 
sidering the temper in which these revisions would 
be conducted this is important — we meet with great 
reluctance to change what was old and familiar 
even though it was wrong.* The old was therefore 
retained in part. Thus, in the case of the Latin 
Version, the Old Latin renderings survived side 
by side with those of the Vulgate for some cen- 
turies. Bergerf notices that the nse of OL sur- 
vived in Bohemia as late as the 15th cent. Gregory 
the Great in his Preface to Job says, ut comproba- 
tionis causa exigit nunc novam nunc veterem per 
testimonia assumo. Walaf rid Strabo ( Pre/, ad Gloss. 
Ord. ) speaks of it as something recent, that the Ver- 
sion of Jerome was in general use when he wrote 
in the 9th cent. — Hieronymi translations nunc 
ubiquc utitur tota Romana ecclesia licet non in 
omnibus libris. It is clear from what has been said 
in regard to revisions which may have been" made 
by private persons without any historical notice of 
the fact, that they constitute the main difficulty 
of the student in his attempt to recover the text of 
the Version in its original form. But it is obvious 
that the amount of success attained in surmount- 
ing this difficulty will be the measure of the cer- 
tainty with which arguments may be built on the 
data afforded by the texts contained in the MSS 
of Versions. And it is to this end that these MSS 
have to be grouped as far as possible into families, 
which often indicate the nature and extent of the 
revision, and show that some MSS contain an un- 
revised, others a revised, form of the Version.:}: 

3. Printed Editions. — It is necessary to warn the 
student against the indiscriminate use of printed 
editions as evidence of the true text, and also 
against statements which rest only on such 
editions. In days gone by it was often accident 
rather than choice which determined what MS 'or 
MSS should be used ; nor had the editor the ideas 
which prevail at present either as to the minute 
accuracy required for a critical edition, or as to 
the collection of material necessary for it. Thus 
Uscan, the first editor of the Armenian Version 
(1668), admits that he introduced several passages 
from the Latin without any MS authority. Again, 
in the Roman edition of the Ethiopic of 1548, the 
lacuna; in the Ethiopic MS used were translated 
from Greek MSS and the Vulgate. Similar un- 
favourable criticisms must be made of most of the 
older editions of the Versions as deficient in regard 
to the MSS used, or to the way in which they were 
used, or both. This makes it necessary to accept 
with caution the evidence of the Versions even as 
quoted by Tischendorf in the apparatus criticus of 

• Augustine (Ep. 71, ed. Benedict, vol. ii. p. 161) writes to 
Jerome as to the uproar caused by Jerome's Version reading 
hedera instead of the familiar euciirbita in Jon 4 6 . Another 
case is that of the congregation which persisted in chanting 
fioriet torflorebit. This false conservatism in perpetuating mis- 
takes is not obsolete, as mav be seen by the refusal to correct 
the obvious mistakes (e.g. Is 0»> of the English Bible of 1611. 

t Hittoire de la Vulgate, p. 74. 

{ This division of the MSS of a Version against each other 
may be seen in any critical edition of a Version, e.g. that of the 
Vulgate ; and in regard to some of the less accessible, in Dr. 
Sunday's Appendices ad A'ovum Te*t. iiL 



his Novum Testamentum, for he relied in many cases 
on such imperfect editions. * The more critical use, 
and the danger of quoting vaguely, may be seen 
from a reference to the second and third appen- 
dices to Lloyd's Greek Testament, edited by Dr. 
Sanday, and referred to in the note below. Much 
has been done, and is being done, in preparing 
adequate and accurate critical editions of the most 
important Versions such as the LXX, the Latin, 
the Syriac, the Egyptian, and others. When these 
are complete, the student will be able to handle 
the material with confidence. The editors will 
probably in no case formulate any text as that of 
the original Version, but will print the text of 
some one MS, and leave the student to draw his 
own conclusion from the apparatus criticus. They 
will, as a rule, not attempt to give the readings of 
all the known MSS, as Holmes and Parsons did in 
their monumental work on the Septuagint, but 
only the evidence of those MSS the texts of which 
are in any sense important for the reconstruction 
of the history of the Version. 

ii. Method of Use, and Precautions to be 
OBSERVED. — From what has been said as to the 
general characteristics of the history of Versions, 
and the state in which their evidence is available 
for the student, it is clear that their accurate use 
depends on the observance of certain critical rules, 
some of which (1) are common to all the authori- 
ties used for recovering an ancient text, while 
(2) others are peculiar to the use of Versions as 
evidence. 

1. (a) Each MS of the Version has to be carefully 
examined with reference to its date, the care with 
which it has been copied, the text on which it 
seems to be based, and its relation to other MSS 
of the Version. Tertullian's canon, id verius quod 
prius, may be accepted as a starting-point. But it 
is often difficult, as we have seen, to determine the 
date from the evidence of the MS itself, which is 
often all that is available. Nor is age an invariable 
guide as to the value of the text contained in a MS, 
for some late MSS may be copied from good early 
ones. Thus each MS has to be weighed in refer- 
ence to the degree of accuracy with which it seems 
to present the text as it left the hand of the trans- 
lator, and in reference to other MSS containing 
texts which have been definitely identified with par- 
ticular dates or localities. (6) It has further to be 
remembered that the different parts of the Bible, 
and in many cases even the separate books, though 
they have come to be united in one MS, may have 
had a different origin and textual history in the case 
of the Versions, just as in the case of Greek MSS 
of the NT. The earliest Versions were made when 
the books of the Bible circulated either separately 
or in small collections, and at no time till the 7th 
or 8th cent, do we meet with a complete MS of 
any Version of the whole Bible, and the text, even 
of such complete MSS, we should expect to have 
been derived from MSS which contained only parts 
of the Bible, and therefore had not an identical 
history. It is possible, to take one instance, that 
the difficulties in reducing Tertullian's quotations 
to a system may be in part due to his having used 
separate MSS, say, of St. Paul's Epistles. Again, 
within a group of books, such as the Pentateuch, 

* Thus Lightfoot (Colo**ian*. p. 246 n.) writes as follows :— 
'The readings of the Memphitic [or Bohairic] version are very 
incorrectly given even by the principal editors such as Tregelles 
and Tischendorf, the translation of Wilkins being commonly 
adopted though full of errors, and no attention being paid to 
the various readings of Boetticher's text' ; and again (jo. p. 247), 
' the true readings of the Syriac version are Just the reverse 
of those assigned to them even by the chief critical editors, 
Tregelles and Tischendorf.' In JThSt, i. 611, it is noticed 
that Tischendorf often omits altogether the renderings of 
Philoxenian Syriac. The time has almost come for a new 
edition of Tischendorf, but this will not be possible till critical 
editions of the separate Versions and Fathers are available. 
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where we might have expected uniformity, we find 
that the Old Latin fragments at Lyons, VViirzburg, 
and Munich stand in quite different relations to 
each other in the Books of Exodus, Leviticus, and 
Numbers— a fact which shows that the Old Latin 
text in those MSS had a separate history in these 
separate books. 

2. (a) The two considerations just mentioned 
depend on the fortunes of the Version after it left 
the hand of the translator, and are not especially 
characteristic of Versions; but there are others 
which are peculiar to translations as such. Thus 
we have to ascertain whether a Version is primary 
or secondary, i.e. derived directly from the text 
which it is to be used to restore, or indirectly 
through the medium of another translation. 

Perhaps the best-known illustration will be afforded by the 
Latin Psalter.' Of this book we have (L) the text of the Old 
Latin Psalter as contained, for instance, in MS 11947 of the 
BiUiothique National; (iL) the Jioman Psalter, the first 
revision of Jerome made in a.d. 383 with the help of the mitti 
text of the LXX ; (lii.l the GallOan Psalter, made in A.D. 385 
according to the hexaplar text of the LXX, the present Vulgate 
Psalter; (to.) the Pialterium Hebraicum, begun some years 
later, and based on a Heb. text. In the well-known Codex 
Cartnti* of the Latin Bible we have the third and fourth, and 
on the margin extracts from the first. We also find quadruple 
Psalters. 

One more illustration may be taken, and in this case not from 
a MS, but from an edition, of a Version, viz. Erpenius' edition 
of the Arabic of a.d. 1816. Here the Gospels preserve a trans- 
lation from the Greek, and are therefore a primary Version ; 
the Acts, Pauline Epistles, and three Catholic Epistles pre- 
serve a translation from the Peshitta; the other Catholic 
Epistles and the Apocalypse a Version from some other source. 
Sometimes one language preserves both primary and secondary 
Versions, as, for instance, the Armenian does. Sometimes it 
is a matter of argument whether a Version is primary or 
secondary. 

It will be obvious that the chief value of 
secondary Versions is in regard to the primary 
from which they are taken ; those derived from 
the LXX, for instance, are useful to determine 
the history of the Septuagint and only indirectly 
to restore a right Hebrew text, and the Armenian 
will help in restoring the original text of the Old 
Syriac from which it was in part translated. 

(b) Another point which is of the first import- 
ance in drawing conclusions as to particular read- 
ings implied by a V ersion, is the capacity and 
intention of the translators in regard to hteral- 
ness, accuracy of rendering, and doctrinal or other 
bias. 

The Versions vary very much in their efforts to 

J (reserve the Utter of the text they are trans- 
ating. 

As extreme instances of those which sacrifice language, and 
even clearness, to literalncss, may be mentioned Aquila's ver- 
sion of the OT and the Harklean revision of the Philoxenian. 
These rcprecent one extreme, and at the other we get para- 
phrastic renderings which are content with giving the general 
sense. As a rule, however, the mean is observed between 
undue litcralness and undue laxity. 

In regard to accuracy of translation, it may be 
said generally that the Versions were made by 
persons of competent knowledge in regard to both 
of the languages with which they were dealing. 

Exception must be made in some parts or passages of a 
Version. Thus it is difficult to conceive that the Greek in some 

Krts of the LXX can have conveyed any meaning to the trans- 
or, and the Ethiopic is a Version the value of which must be 
depreciated by such confusions as those between turnv»Cfti8a 
and Kmrvzip-il* (Ko 7«) or iitmtmvs and ifantWi (Ro 7"). t It 
should here be mentioned that accuracy of translation does not 
require that the same word should always have the same 
equivalent in the Version, and this possibility often causes 
uncertainty in the conclusions which may be drawn (see below). 
And it may be remembered that even mistaken renderings may 
be helpful : thus the rendering neglexit of e of the Old Latin at 
Mk tr*>, though wrong, supports -z*e*xiif*t as against iutietu, 
and all attempts to translate ImtipTpir* at Lk (J 1 , even if un- 
successful, witness to the existence of some epithet attached to 



• 8ee Berger, Histoire de la Vulgate, pp. 130, 181, and Index, 
$.c. ' Psalter.' 

t See Tregelles in Smith s DD iii. 1614. 



Of any doctrinal bias the early Versions show 
little trace, though we often find in the Fathers 
complaints of falsification, which cannot, however, 
be maintained. 

As possible instances of intentional alteration may be men- 
tioned the Nestorian substitution of leavened for unleavened 
bread at 1 Co 6», a tendency towards Encratite views in the 
Syriac version of 1 Co 7 s - 8- 7 , and more clearly in reference to 
the virginity of Mary. Berger* traces the adaptation of various 
Latin MSS at 2 Mac 12*8 ln regard to a passage bearing on 

Srayers for the dead. Ellicott finds ' a slightly Arian tinge ' in 
le Gothic version of Ph 2*4. But these are isolated instances, 
which must not, however, be ignored. 

When we come to compare Versions made by Roman Catholics 
with other Versions, there is more evidence of a preference for 
words which will support special ecclesiastical positions or views. 
Thus, in the French version of de Sacy, eldert become prftres, 
in Gn Sis it is la/emme who will bruise the serpent's head, St. 
Paul hopes to be delivered by U mtrite det prxeret ; and other 
instances might be given, t 

(c) Again, it must be remembered that the power 
and intention of the best translator are limited 
by the material which he has to use, and that in 
two ways. In the first place, one language may be 
incapable of literally reproducing the grammatical 
idioms of another. Thus there are no distinctions 
of gender in Armenian, no neuter in Arabic, no 
passive voice in Bohairic, no article in Latin, and 
therefore these Versions afford no help where 
readings involving such points are being dis- 
cussed. Again, words have to be supplied in a 
translation which were not required in the 
original.^: Such cases may be indicated in later 
times by the use of italics, but they are a more or 
less modern device and not always accurately 
employed. Somewhat akin to the point now being 
discussed is the ambiguity, which arises as to 
their evidence, in languages like the Syriac and 
Arabic, owing to the system of vowel points. 
Secondly, the translator was hampered not only 
by grammatical but also by lexical difficulties, as 
is the case with the missionary of to-day. § It is 
true that words could be coined, such as semini- 
verbius, to represent <nr€pfio\6yot (Ac 17 18 ), camum 
mittes to translate muubvea (1 Co 9 s ), or in more 
modern times (as in Sir John Cheke's version) 
hundreder for centurion. Transliteration offers 
another device, adopted frequently in the case 
of the oldest Versions, but the result is not an 
effective or an intelligible translation. Another 
and more important consideration, which affects, 
however, the exegetical rather than the critical 
use of Versions, is that the words used by the 
translator must often suggest either more or less 
than the expression translated. This is a ditficultv 
which is felt, for example, in rendering the NT 
into Chinese. II 

{d) It must be remembered in connexion with 
the literary side of translations that a translator 
will not always use one word or expression, and 
one only, to render any particular word or expres- 
sion of the original. As instances where the Eng- 
lish Bible shows this freedom in translation we 
may refer to the equivalents given for rapaKfarrw 
in Lk 24 ia , Jn 20 5, or the various renderings of 
irpaiTwpioy : similarly, the word 'Apo/iot is trans- 
lated in five different ways' in the NT.U Other 
Versions will provide a number of instances of a 
like kind.** The point is important in connexion 

• Hirtoire de la Vulgate, p. 28. 
t Revue de Thtologie, ii. 1, 31L 
1 See below, p. 853<>. 

8 Cf. Life of II. Calloway, bishop of Caffraria, pp. 249-250, 
as to the Kaffir and Zulu languages ; and for difficulties in con- 
nexion with Hindustani see Church Muuionary Gleaner, Oct. 

18i>0. 

H See correspondence in the Guardian for 1809 on the 

Chinese rendering for 'priest' 
1i Plummer's St. Luke, p. 608. 

** Thus Westcott, Epidle* of St. John, p. xxvii, notices that 
nti* in three successive verses of the Epistle is translated by 
o'jsercare, cuetodire, teroart. 



Digitized by 



Google 



VERSIONS 



VERSIONS 



853 



with the use of Versions for critical purposes, 
because it reminds us that we cannot argue from 
a variation in the translation to a similar varia- 
tion in the original. Versions, therefore, often 
fail to give assistance where there is a doubt 
between two words of almost the same meaning, 
or between two words which the translators may 
possibly not have differentiated.* 

(e) It is perhaps hardly necessary, after what 
has been said as to necessary precautions, to give 
a reminder that the evidence of Versions can be 
used only at first hand, and not through the 
medium of a translation. Many of the scholars 
who first used the Oriental Versions for purposes 
of textual criticism had to rely on Latin trans- 
lations of them, and many misstatements of the 
evidence have resulted, and may easily be perpetu- 
ated, even from the apparatus criticus of such an 
authority as Teschendorf s 8th ed. of his Novum 
Testament um.-f 

iii. Uses of the Versions.— (a) It is only if we 
bear all these points in mind, as of possible im- 
portance in connexion with the evidence of a 
Version in a particular passage, that we are in a 
proper position to consider the most important 
of the uses which may be made, especially of the 
early translations, viz. their use in textual criticism. 
(1) We have three different classes of authorities 
for determining the text of the Bible, viz. MSS 
of the original Hebrew or Greek text, Versions, 
and Patristic Quotations. The importance of the 
last two is that they enable us to a great extent 
to date and localize particular readings found in 
the MSS, and thus provide us with the means by 
which to reconstruct the history of textual changes 
in a way which would be quite impossible from the 
MSS alone. An obvious instance of this may be 
found in the way in which Versions and Patristic 
Quotations enable us to trace back the readings 
of the so-called ' Western ' text of the NT to the 
2nd cent., a date nearly 200 years before that to 
which our oldest MSS of the Greek are assigned. 
Without their help we might well have said that 
readings of this kind belonged to a much later 
date, and might be dismissed as unimportant. 
From the Versions we also 6ee not only the an- 
tiquity but the wide prevalence of this so-called 
'Western' text, for its readings are. found not 
only in properly called Western authorities, such 
as the MSS of the Old Latin Version, but also in 
the early Syriac Version. We see, therefore, how 
misleading this term * Western ' is. On the other 
hand, caution has to be observed in using Versions 
to localize a particular text, for the Sanklic and 
Bohairic, though both connected with Egypt, 
represent different Greek texts. 

(2) In estimating the value of the evidence of 
Versions it may be assumed that they are based 
directly or indirectly on MSS of the original 
text, and therefore allowance has not to be made, 
as in the case of Patristic Quotations, for the 
possibility of quotations from memory. Further, if 
they preserve for us the readings of MSS of the 
original text, then those MSS in the case of the 
earliest and most important Versions are consider- 
ably older than any which have come down to ns. 
Thus the MSS of the Hebrew on which the LXX 
was based must be about 1000 years older than 
any Hebrew MS which survives to the present 
day, and the MSS which were used by the earliest 
translators of the NT into Syriac, Latin, or 
Egyptian, if they are assigned to the 2nd cent., 

• See Westcott and Hort. Notes on Select Reading >, Ac 11». 
As between "Ex>r>a; and 'EAAr.nrraf, ' versions are ambiguous : 
they express only " Greeks," but would naturally be at a loss to 
provide a distinctive rendering for so rare and so peculiar a 
word as 'ExAr.urr 's,' See also Ac 6 1 92". 

t See Gregory, Prolegomena, p. 805 ; Studia Diblica, ft. 212 f.; 
and what has been said above on ' Editions.' 



will l>e nearly 200 years older than N or B. The 
primary Versions may therefore, with the limita- 
tions already noticed, be regarded as MSS of the 
original text, and used to correct the readings of 
those MSS of the original text which have come 
down to us. 

(3) But, from what has been already said above, 
great caution has always to be used in estimating 
the value of their evidence and drawing conclu- 
sions, and in a large number of cases their evi- 
dence, without the corroboration of other autho- 
rities, has to be ignored or discounted, because 
the introduction of the readings they support can 
be sufficiently explained. Thus we may find in 
them additions to the original text, but these 
may be inserted for grammatical reasons,* or 
may be explanations necessary for the readers. 
On the other hand, we may find omissions ; but 
these may be due to a desire for compression, or 
may have been left out because of their difficulty. + 
Again, in the case of synonyms, the evidence of 
Versions must be regarded and treated as ambigu- 
ous, unless an inductive examination has shown 
that the usage allows a positive conclusion. X 

The history of the use of the Versions for critical 
purposes goes back to the first great textual critic, 
Origen, who in his Hexapla compared the Hcb. 
text with that of the LXX derived from it. 
Similarly, Jerome makes many references to the 
evidence to be drawn from Versions. One in- 
stance may suffice. He refuses to use a certain 
recension of text, cum multarum gentium Unguis 
Scriptura ante translata doceat falsa esse qucs 
adaita sunt. 

After the invention of printing, the first Version 
to be used critically was the Latin Vulgate, from 
which the Complutensian edition derived the text 
1 Jn 5 7 - 8 . Erasmus also used the same Version to 
make good the deficiencies of his Greek MS of the 
Apocalypse. A little later Beza (1519-1605) for his 
Geneva edition quoted Treinellius' edition of the 
Syriac of 1569, and for part of the NT (Acts, 
1 2 Cor. ) used also the readings of an Arabic Ver- 
sion. In the Polyglots of Antwerp (1569-72) and 
Paris (1630-33) we do not find more than the 
Versions already mentioned, the Antwerp edition 
having only the Latin and Syriac. Walton in 
the London Polyglot (1654-7) printed in the fifth 
volume, which contains the NT, the Ethiopic as 
well as the Syriac, Vulgate, and Arabic, and, for 
the Gospels, the Persian Version. A few years 
later Bishop Fell, in his edition of the NT of 1675, 
professes to give variants ex plus centum MSS 
codicihus et antiouis vcrsionibus. Among the latter 
he quotes, and is the first to quote, the Bohairic 
and Gothic, but he uses them only here and there, 
and not systematically. The Versions were used 
more fully by Mill in his famous edition of 1707. 
He first 'accorded to the Vulgate and the Old 
Latin the importance they deserve,' § and had a 
slight knowledge of Syriac, but for the other 
Versions had to be content to rely on Latin trans- 
lations often inexact, and so his use of the Versions 
may well have been 'the weakest part' in his 
monumental contribution to biblical criticism. 
The name of Bentley (1662-1742) is important foi 
our present purpose because of the attention he 

* Thus Jerome, quoted by Alford at Eph 5 s2 , says, hoc quod in 
lat. exemplis additum est subdiUe siut in greeds editionibus 
non habetur ted hoe magis in grceco intelligitur quam in 
latino. 

t So Jerome (quoted by Burgon) at 1 Co T^ 9 says, in Latinis 
codicihus ob difflcultatem trantlationis hoe penitus non in- 
venitur. 

I Of this the index at the end of the fifth fasciculus to the 
Oxford Vulgate would pive illustrations. Thus from two 
successive words we find that iy»r.Ztr J*i is rendered by several 
Latin words, and, on the other hand, 1 mm semper redditur 
tceculum.' 

| Scrivener, 11. 201. 
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gave to a critical edition of the Latin Version.* 
The next critic who needs to be noticed in con- 
nexion with the use of the Versions is Wetstein 
(1693-1754), who in his Prolegomena (1730), besides 
giving us the ordinarily used notation for our MSS, 
* bestowed great pains on the Versions.' Alter, in 
his edition of the Greek Testament of 1786-7, be- 
sides some readings from Wilkins' edition of the 
Bohairic, quotes also from four MSS of the Slavonic 
Version and i of the Old Latin. Before we leave 
the 18th cent., reference must be made to the labori- 
ous work of Holmes and Parsons on the LXX, for 
their edition of which they quoted the Old Latin, 
Syriac, Egyptian, Arabic, Georgian, Armenian, and 
Slavonic. In every case the help of experts in the 
several languages was procured, but the permanent 
value of the work bears no relation to the time and 
labour expended on it, because the time had not 
yet come when the material was adequately or 
scientifically collected, and the collators were not 
all equally trustworthy. 

Griesbach, at the beginning of the 19th cent., is 
important in connexion with the use of Versions, 
not only because of his quotations of the Gothic, 
Armenian, and Philoxenian, but also, and more 
especially, because he was the first to assign them 
a place in the families of text which Bengel had 
introduced. Thus to the Alexandrian recension he 
assigned the Egyptian and some other Versions, to 
the Western the Old Latin and Vulgate, and to 
the Byzantine the. vast majority of the Versions. 
Lachmann (1793-1851) * restored the Latin Versions 
to their proper rank in the criticism of the NT,' t 
but did not use the Syrian and Egyptian Versions. 
In Westcott and Hort's summary of the history of 
the Greek text of the NT the Versions, of course, 
find a place. Thus the Bohairic and, with some 
exceptional readings, the Sahidic are included 
among authorities for the neutral text, the Old 
Latin and Old Syriac among those for the Western 
text, some readings of the Bohairic and Sahidic are 
Alexandrian, while the vast majority belong to the 
group of authorities which contain a ' Syrian ' or 
revised text. But one of the important points 
which recent examination of the Egyptian Versions 
has tended to establish, is, that the Bohairic does 
not represent the primitive form of the Egyptian 
Version so well as the Sahidic. This would involve 
a weakening of their theory that the neutral text 
is invariably right. 

At the present time it would be agreed by textual 
critics that all the Versions, just as even the latest 
cursive MSS, have to be examined at any rate to 
see whether they have any contribution to make to 
textual criticism ; but the main energy of scholars 
is being devoted to the collection, and proper 
arrangement, of the materials available and 
necessary for a proper estimate of the history and 
text of each Version. When this has been satis- 
factorily done, and good critical editions are 
available, but not till then, it will be possible to 
give each Version its due weight in the scale of 
evidence, after making allowance for the changes 
it has undergone in the course of its history, 
and taking account of the disagreement between 
different MSS of the same Version. 

The notation adopted for l/ie Versions, as for the 
other authorities for the text of the NT, is that 
used by Tischendorf in the 8th ed. of his Novum 
Testamentnm, and described fully by him, and by 
other authorities since. Some modifications have 
been made owing to further study, as, for example, 
in regard to the names now generally given to the 
Egyptian Versions, and some additions have to be 
made for reference to material which has become 
available since the publication of his edition, such 

• See Wordsworth and White's Vulgate, i. xv ff. 
t Scrivener, ii. 236. 



as the Sinaitic MS of the Syriac. But the general 
outlines of the notation will probably remain the 
same. In the case of separate MSS of the Versions, 
that notation used by the editors of the standard 
editions which have already appeared or are in pre- 

Earation — e.g. Wordsworth and White's Vulgate, 
>rooke and Maclean's Septuagint, Horner's Bo- 
hairic, Gwilliam's Peshitta, etc. — will, it is hoped, 
be adopted to prevent confusion and double nomen- 
clature, such as is necessary in the cases of many 
cursive MSS of the Greek Testament owing to the 
different notation of Scrivener and Gregory. 

(6) The most striking instance of the exeqetical 
value of a Version is to be found in the LXX, and 
the light it throws on the NT. Bishop Pearson 
wrote as follows on this point : — 

LXX viralit verrio ad If ovum Tettamentum recte intelligen- 
dum et accurate explicandum perquam necestaria ett. This 
judgment is quoted by Dr. Swete* as 'justified' by the facta, t 
In regard also to the meaning of the Hebrew, ' it is never sale to 
neglect their interpretations even if in the harder contexts it is 
seldom to be trusted. Indirectly, at least, much may be learned 
from them, and their wildest exegesis belongs to the history of 
hermencutics and has influenced thought and language to a 
remarkable degree.' On the other hand, 'transliterations, 
doublets, confused and scarcely intelligible renderings reveal 
the fact that in difficult passages they were often reduced to 
mere conjecture.' 

The Latin Version, again, has a very important 
place in the history of biblical exegesis in the 
West. The opinion of Dr. liouth, endorsed by 
Dean Burgon.J that the Vulgate offers the best 
commentary on the NT, can nardly be justified. 
There are, indeed, many passages where the Vul- 
gate has erred, and has influenced the English 
Bible of 1611 through the medium of earlier 



lgt 

renderings, e.g. Lk 21", Mt 16 aa , Ro 2" etc. It 
is not, however, possible to exaggerate its general 
influence on the formation of theological language, 
and indirectly on the exegesis of the many Versions 
which were made from it during the Middle Ages. 
These two Versions stand, however, in an excep- 
tional position. Of most of the others the exegetieal 
value is not great.§ In the OT they were, For the 
most part, secondary, and derived from the LXX ; 
while for the NT we are as well able as the trans- 
lators to ascertain the meaning of the Greek. 
Nor do the Versions give much help in regard to 
difficult words or constructions, such as «V«owno*, 
rapdos TrioTitrf], irvy/xy, e^ri/3a\uir licXaie, and the like ; 
indeed they sometimes omit the difficulty alto- 
gether. || They are, however, even in these cases 
interesting, because they preserve for us an early 
traditional rendering. 

(c) The use which may be made of the Versions 
in regard to the history of the Bible, the Canon, etc., 
may oe illustrated both from the Old and the New 
Testament. The importance of their evidence, 
as in the case of their use for textual criticism, 
consists in our being able by this means to localize 
the phenomena with which we meet. 

The most obvious instance is the evidence which is afforded 
by the Versions in regard to the inclusion or exclusion of the 
Apocalypse. Both the Syriac and the Bohairic Versions indicate 
that that book was not included in the Canon of the NT when 
they were made. Another instance— and this affect* the arrange- 
ment of the books of the Bible— may be found in the so-called 
Western order of the Gospels found in the MSS of the Latin 

• Introd. tothcOT in Greek (p. 457). Dr. Swete sums up the 
question as follows : * On the one hand, the interpreter l«.e. of 
the NT] ought not to be led astray by visions of the solidarity 
of " Biblical Greek." ... On the other hand, the student of 
the NT will make the LXX his starting-point in examining the 
sense of all words and phrases which . . . passed into Pales- 
tinian use through the Greek OT, and in their passage received 
the impress of Semitic thought and life.' 

t Swete, I.e. p. 446. 

j Live* of Twelve Good Men, pp. 76, 77. 

} Walton, however, in his Prolegomena, 5 5. S. says, anuva* 
clarius replicant ita ut pro pluribu* comtnentariU vertio unit* 
inservire postit. 

1 See Pesh. (Ac 18») and Jerome's words, quoted above, 
p. 853b, no te f. 
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Version and elsewhere.* Again, the Tarring' position of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews which is found in the Bohairic between 
S Thetis, and 1 Tim. , in the Sohidic between 2 Cor. and Gal. , affords 
evidence as to early uncertainty about the Pauline authorship. 
From the OT, illustrations may be found in the variations be- 
tween the Canon of the Hebrew, LXX, and Vularate, and the 
light thrown on the history of the OT Canon, t While the order 
of books in ' the Law ' was fixed at the time the LXX translation 
was made, that of the books contained in the groups of ' the 
Prophets' and ' the Writings' was not ; and evidence of this is 
found in the variations in order between the LXX and Hebrew. 
Again, within certain books, such as Exodus and Jeremiah, we 
find a difference in the arrangement of material between the 
LXX and Hebrew, and in 1 Sam. a somewhat similar phenome- 
non meets us. 

These facts take us back behind the formation 
of the Canon, on which the facts already mentioned 
afford evidence, and can be used for the light they 
throw on the composition of the separate books. 
Of course it is only in the very earliest Versions 
that such a use of the Versions as is here referred 
to con be mode. And, conversely, these pheno- 
mena, as we have already noticed, are important 
in helping us to date those Versions in which they 
occur. 

(d) It would be out of place in a Bible dictionary 
to go at any length into the literary and philologi- 
cal interest of the Versions, but this part of the 
subject cannot be wholly omitted. It will be 
obvious how great this interest must be when we 
call to mind that in nearly every language the 
earliest monuments preserved to us consist of 
translations of the Bible. In many cases {e.g. 
Gothic, Armenian, Slavonic, etc.) we are told that 
alphabets were devised for the express purpose of 
these translations. Translations of the Bible, 
then, take us to the cradle of nearly every written 
modern language, and they not only give us our 
earliest information as to written languages, but 
they have exercised an important influence on 
their subsequent history by fixing the dialect 
which was to prevail as the literary dialect. As 
instances of this, the influence of the translations of 
Wyclif and Luther on the literary development of 
English and German may be mentioned ; and of a 
somewhat similar kind was the influence of Hus's 
Bible in fixing the orthography of Bohemian or 
Chekh. 

Again, when we pass to the early history of 
printing in any language, the importance of the 
Versions as evidence is clearly seen from the fact 
that the earliest printed books were often transla- 
tions of the Bible. Thus the earliest Russian 
printed book was the Psalter of 1564, and the first 
printed book in Hungarian was Komjathy's trans- 
lation of St. Paul's Epistles of 1533. 

In emphasizing the philological importance of 
Versions of the Bible, we may point to Gothic and 
Basque, in which almost the only monuments of 
the language consist of translations of the Bible. 
The first of these, scanty as. its fragments are, is 
by some centuries the oldest monument of the 
Teutonic family. Again, the MSS of the Latin 
Bible illustrate many steps in the process by which 
Latin developed into the later Romance languages 
in their separate forms. 

Literature. — Besides the special literature mentioned In 
connexion with the separate Versions (which see), the following 
books dealing generally, with the subject will be found indis- 
pensable: — 6 riext und Ubersetzungrn der Bibs I (Leipzig, 1897), 
a reprint of the art. ' Bibeltext ' in PRE*, is indispensable both 
for its outline of the whole subject and its references to litera- 
ture. For editions of the Bible in different translations the 
parts of the British Museum Catalogue on Bibles will give the 
titles and some idea of the size of the subject. 

(1) NT : Scrivener's Introduction to the Criticism of the NT, 
vol. ii. (London, ISM), gives the fullest account in English of the 
Versions of the NT ; C. R. Gregory's Prolegomena, part iii. to 

• See Sanday in 8mith's DB*, p. 1240, art. 'Gospels.' 

+ This is worked out fully in the chapter in Swete's Introduc- 
tion to the OT in Greek which deals with this part of the subject, 
and for the Vulgate in Berger's Hietmre de la Vulgate, pp. 301 ff. , 
831 ff. 



Tischendorf's Nob. Tut. (Leipzig, 1894), gives the fullest list of 
MSS of the Versions of NT ; Eb. Nestle, Einfuhrung in dot Gr. 
Ar3(G6tUngen, 1899, Eng. tr. 1901), is quite the best recent 
book. 

(2) OT : The general subject of the Versions of the OT has 
not been so fully treated in English as that of the NT. Mention 
may be made of Wellhausen's edition of Bleek's EinleU. in das 
AT, and Buhl, Text und Kanon des alien Testament (Leipzig, 
1891, Eng. tr. 1891), and Driver, Notes on the Ueb. Text of 
S*m. 1890. LL. J. M. BEBB. 

VERSIONS, ENGLISH.— i. The history of the 
Versions of the English Bible may be said to 
begin with John Wyclif. Previous to his time 
there had been various attempts to render parts 
of the Scriptures into Anglo - Saxon and Anglo- 
Norman, or Middle-English. But these had not 
only been very fragmentary, but were for the 
most part paraphrases rather than literal trans- 
lations. With Wyclif, however, a new era in 
Bible-translation began, and nothing that concerns 
him can fail to be of interest.* He was born about 
the year 1320 in the vicinity of Richmond in York- 
shire, and when he first conies publicly forward is 
found filling various important posts in the Uni- 
versity of Oxford. The bold attitude with regard 
to the Papal Tribute which he took up in a Tract, 
led to his being selected as one of the Royal Com- 
missioners sent to Bruges in 1374 to treat with the 
Papal Nuncio regarding the reservation of bene- 
fices, and from this time may be dated his appear- 
ance as an ardent ecclesiastical reformer — ' the 
Morning Star of the Reformation.' For this end 
he instituted an order of ' poor priests ' whose 
duty it was ' faithfully to scatter the seed of God's 
word,' and it was to aid thein in this work that he 
set about providing them with the Bible in their 
native tongue. The first book translated was the 
Apocalypse, which was followed by a translation 
of the Gospels with a commentary, and soon after 
by versions of the remaining books of the NT, the 
whole being completed by 1380. To this was 
added a translation of the OT principally by one 
of his friends, Nicolas de Hereford, though Wyclif 
himself seems to have supplied the last books and 
about one-third of the Apocrypha, so that about 
the middle of the year 1382 the whole Bible 
was in the hands of the people ' in their mother 
tongue.' All this had not been accomplished 
without difficulty and even danger. Hereford 
had to flee the country, and Wyclif's own teach- 
ing was publicly condemned at a Synod in London 
in 1382. The hostility, however, would seem to 
have been conlined to a few persons, notably 
Archbishop Arundel, for the new translation was 
generally tolerated, and the reformer himself, con- 
trary to his own expectations, was eventually 
allowed to retire to his rectory of Lutterworth, 
where he passed quietly away on the last day of 
the year 13S4. 

But the good work was not allowed to stop, and 
in 1388 one of Wyclif's pupils, now generally 
identified with John Purvey, issued a careful 
revision of his translation, introduced by a most 
interesting Prologue, and accompanied by a num- 
ber of short comments or notes. This version 
quickly took the place of the older one, and was 
largely circulated amongst all classes of the people 
notwithstanding its great cost.t Both versions 
were indeed admirably adapted for popular use, 
being characterized by great homeliness and direct- 
ness of diction. And though many of the words 
and expressions used are now of course obsolete or 

* See especially Lechler's John Wycliffe and his English Pre- 
cursors, translated and edited by liriiner ; and cf. 'The Birth 
and Parentage of Wiclif ' by L. Sergeant in the Athenaeum for 
March 12th and 26th, 1892. 

t Forshall and Madden, in the preparation of their great work 
on The WycliJUe Versions, 1850, were able to examine ' nearly 
160 MSS containing the whole or parts of Purvey's Bible, the 
majority of whi' h were written witniu the space of forty yean 
from its being finished ' (Preface, p. xxxii I.). 
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inappropriate, it is wonderful, when the spelling 
is modernized, how little they differ as a whole 
from our A V. One great blemish they of necessity 
possess. They are only translations of a trans- 
lation, being made from the Latin Vulgate ; and 
it was left to another with improved facilities to 
carry on the work so auspiciously begun, and 
more than ' any other man to give its character- 
istic shape to our English Bible' (Westeott, 
General View of the History of the English Bible 3 , 
1872, p. 24). 

ii. That other was William Tindale, and, though 
there is still considerable uncertainty regarding 
many of the facts of his life, it is now generally 
agreed that he was born at Slymbridge in Glou- 
cestershire about the year 1484," and that after 
studying at Oxford he proceeded to Cambridge in 
1515, where the fame of Erasmus' lectures still 
lingered. In 1521 he returned to his native 
county as chaplain and tutor in the family of Sir 
John Walsh of Little Sod bury, and while there is 
credited with the resolution to which his whole 
after-life was devoted, saying in controversy with 
a clerical opponent, ' If God spare my life, ere 
many years I will cause a boy that driveth the 

Slough shall know more of the Scripture than thou 
oest.' In pursuance of this purpose he went up 
to London two years later, in the hope of executing 
his task under the patronage of Bishop Tunstall ; 
but after a year of anxious waiting the conviction 
forced itself upon him, 'not only that there was 
no room in my lord of London's palace to translate 
the NT, but also that there was no place to do it 
in all England ' (Pre/, to Pentateuch). 

Voluntarily, therefore, in May 1524, Tindale 
exiled himself, and after a short stay at Hamburg 
seems to have visited Luther at Wittenberg. In 
any case, there can be no doubt that in 1525 he 
was at Cologne, engaged in bringing out a com- 

Slete edition of the NT. His plan was, however, 
iscovered by a certain priest John Cochkeus, and 
he and his assistant ltoye had barely time to 
secure the precious sheets already printed, and 
carry them oil' to Worms, where either in the 
same or the following year 3000 copies of the first 
printed English NT were issued from the press of 
P. Schoefler the younger. The size of the book 
had been altered from quarto to octavo, probably 
to escape detection ; but shortly afterwards the 
original quarto edition, whose printing had been 
interrupted in Cologne, was also completed. Copies 
of both editions were immediately despatched to 
England, where they were eagerly welcomed. But 
so vigorous were the steps taken against them 
that of the octavo edition only one complete copy 
(with the exception of the title-page) remains ;t 
while the quarto is known to exist only in a single 
fragment (Mt 1«-22 M ).J 

After the issue of his Testaments, Tindale 
quietly continued his work abroad, publishing a 
translation of The Five Books of Moses at Marburg 
in 1530, and The Book of Jonah with an interest- 
ing Prologue in 1531. § An edition of the Book of 
Genesis 4 newly corrected and amended ' appeared 
in 1534, and in the same year there was published 
at Antwerp, ' The Newe Testament dylygently 
corrected and compared with the Greek by Willyam 
Tindale,' in which were included certain 4 Epistles,' 
or extracts, out of the OT, a Table of Epistles and 

•See William Tyndale, a Biography, by R. Demaus, new 
ed. bv Lovett, 1886. p. 24. 

t Now in the Library of the Baptist College at Bristol, and 
reproduced in facsimile in 1862 by Mr. F. Fry. It was pre- 
viously reprinted with an introduction by O. Offor in 1836. 

I Preserved in the Orenville Koom of the British Museum, 
and photo-lithographed and published with a valuable intro- 
duction by E. Arber in 1871. 

} The former has been reprinted under the editorship of Dr. 
Mombert, and the latter in facsimile with an introduction by 
Mr. Fry. 



Gospels for Sundays, and 4 some things added ' to 
fill up the blank pages at the end. The book was 
thus in some respects more like a modern Church 
Service Book than an ordinary Testament, while 
the improvements introduced into the text fully 
justified the translator's claim that he had 4 weeded 
out of it many faults which lack of help at the 
beginning, and oversight, did sow therein.' This 
edition has well been described as Tindale'a 
' noblest monument ' ; but not even yet was his 
work of revision completed. In 1535 there ap- 
peared what is often known as 4 the G. H. Testa- 
ment' from the initials attached to the second 
title-page, and which were first interpreted by Mr. 
Bradshaw (1881) as denoting G. van der Hagben, 
the Antwerp publisher. In this edition the 1534 
text was 4 yet once agayne corrected by Willyam 
Tindale,' the corrections (there are said to be 
about four hundred of them) proving by their 
very minuteness the translator's fidelity and zeal. 
Another NT bearing the same date (1535) is re- 
markable for its peculiar orthography, sometimes 
thought to have been purposely adapted to the 
pronunciation of the peasantry (e.g. 4 faether' for 
4 father,' 4 hoeme' or 4 hoome ' for ' home '), but in 
all probability caused by the mistakes of some 
Flemish printer in setting up a foreign language. 
As further showing the rapid spread of Tindale's 
translations, it may be mentioned that in the fol- 
lowing year (1536) seven, if not eight, editions of 
his NT appeared, one of which (in folio) is believed 
to have been the first portion of the Holy Scrip- 
tures printed in England.* 

There was to be no return, however, for Tindale 
himself to what he pathetically calls 4 mine natural 
country,' for, having been betrayed into the hands 
of his enemies and imprisoned for about a year at 
Vilvorde, near Brussels, he suffered martyrdom 
on Friday, 6th Oct. 1536. With his last words he 
prayed, 4 Lord ! open the king of England's eves.' 

It is impossible here to examine in detail Tin- 
dale's service to the cause of Bible translation, 
but one or two points may be indicated. (1) 
Foremost amongst these is the independence of 
his work. Attempts have been made to under- 
estimate this, and more particularly to Drove him 
on the one hand 4 merely a full-grown vVycliffe,' 
and on the other to show how largely he borrowed 
from the German Testament of Luther. But 
while Purvey's revision undoubtedly influenced 
him indirectly by supplying many proverbial ex- 
pressions and technical terms which through it 
had become current, and Luther's Testament, 
more especially in its Prefaces and marginal Notes, 
was freely consulted and used, Tindale was too 
good a scholar to be slavishly dependent on any 
one,t and can justly claim the honour of being 
the first in England at any rate (with the possible 
exception of Bede) to go straight to the Hebrew 
and Greek originals.? (2) If, however, in his own 
work he was largely independent of others, his 
influence on those who followed him was direct 
and unmistakable. Thus it is to him that we owe 
in great part our religious vocabulary,! and, what 
is even more important, that freedom from dog- 

* These and many other interesting details will be found in 
A Bibliographical Description of the Edition* of the XT, Tyn- 
dale's Version, in English, by Francis Fry, 1878. 

t According to an eminent German scholar, II. Buschius, who 
met him at Worms in 1526, Tindale was ' so skilled in seven 
languages, Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanish, English, 
French, that whichever he spoke you would suppose it bis 
native tongue ' (Schelhorn, Amoenitates Literariat, iv. p. 431). 

} The Greek Testament which he used was that published by 
Erasmus, edd. of 1619, 1622. 

§ It has been calculated that in the whole of Tindale's NT 
the number of stranger words, or words that do not occnr in 
the AV, is probably below 350, many of which are used once or 
twice only (Moultbn, The History of t.'.e English Bible, pp. 
70, 71). Of his work as a whole, our Bibles are said to retain at 
the present day about 80 % in the OT and 80 % in the NT. 
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ma tic bias and scrupulous fidelity to the exact 
letter of Scripture which have been in general such 
happy features of our English Versions.* (3) It 
would be idle indeed to pretend that Tindale fell 
into no mistakes. Many of his renderings are in- 
correct, others are uncouth, others are paraphrases 
rather than translations. Serious blemishes, too, 
are his constant disregard of connecting particles, 
and his habit of translating the same word in 
different ways even in the same sentence. But, 
take it all in all, his translation is a noble one, 
and its very faults, as Fuller says, are 1 to be 
scored on the account rather of that age, than of 
the author himself.' 

iii. Nor had Tindale left himself without worthy 
successors. Amongst those who are stated by 
Foxe to have assisted him in translating the 
Pentateuch was one Miles Coverdale (b. 1488, 
d. 1569), who, urged on by Cromwell, now devoted 
himself so steadily to the work of Bible-translation 
that on Oct. 4th, 1535, the first complete printed 
English Bible was issued, the sheets of which are 
believed to have been printed by J. van Meteren 
of Antwerp, and then sold to Nicolson the South- 
wark printer. The original title ran as follows : — 
1 Biblia, The Bible : that is, the Holy Scripture of 
the Olde and New Testament, faithfully and truly 
translated out of Douche and Latyn into Englishe, 
mdxxxv.' The English printer in substituting a 
new title-page of his own omitted for some reason 
the reference to • Douche [German] and Latyn,' 
and added several preliminary pages containing a 
Dedication to king Henry vm. and a Prologue to 
the Christian Reader, both signed by Coverdale. 
In this Dedication, Coverdale disclaims the position 
of an independent translator, and speaks of having 
'with a clear conscience purely and faithfully 
translated this out of five sundry interpreters ' 
(now generally identified with Luther, the Zurich 
Bible, the Vulgate, the Latin version of Pagninus, 
and in all probability Tindale), and to the same 
effect in the Prologue he specially acknowledges 
his indebtedness to ' the Dutch interpreters, whom 
(because of their singular gifts and special diligence 
in the Bible) I have been the more glad to follow 
for the most part, according as I was required.' 

Notwithstanding these admissions, it would be 
wrong, however, to regard Coverdale as a mere 
' proof - reader or corrector,' for, while making 
diligent and discriminating use of the different 
authorities within his reach, he supplied many of 
those happy turns of expression which lend so 
much of its charm to our English Bible. This is 
perhaps specially noticeable in the Psalter, of 
which Coverdale's version in the revised form in 
which it appeared in the Great Bible still retains 
its place in the English Book of Common Prayer. 
Two new editions of Coverdale's Bible were issued 
by Nicolson in 1537, on the title-page of which 
there now appeared for the first time the significant 
words, ' Set forth with the Kynges most gracious 
licence.' The following year found Coverdale 
engaged in biblical work in Paris, and the fruit 
was seen in a Latin-English Testament, of which 
in one year three editions were called for. New 
editions of the Bible appeared in 1550 and 1553.t 

iv. Other translations now followed in rapid 
succession, one of which is generally known as 
Matthew's Bible. Its real editor, however, was a 
certain John Rogers, who adopted the alias of 
Thomas Matthew— perhaps, as Foxe suggests, to 

* ' I call God to record against the day we shall appear before 
our K>rd Jesus, to give a reckoning of our doings, that I never 
altered one syllable of (Joel's word against iny conscience, nor 
would this day, if all that is in the earth, whether it be 
pleasure, honour, or riches, might be given me.' — Tindale in 
Lettrr to Fryth, 1633 (Deniaiis" Tinulalt., p. 336). 

t A convenient reprint of Coverdale's Bible of 1536 has within 
recent years been issued by Bagater. 
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hide his connexion with Tindale. As to the close- 
ness of this connexion there can at least be no 
doubt. The whole of the NT and about half the 
OT in the new edition are Tindale's, while the 
remainder is Coverdale's. Signs are not wanting, 
however, of critical editorship. Thus in the Psalter 
various readings are introduced in the margin, and 
many technical terms are carefully explained. 
Numerous notes have also been added, many of 
which breathe a spirit of ardent Protestantism, 
and there is a large amount of prefatory matter 

Erincipally from Olivetan's French Bible (1535). 
.ike the second edition of Coverdale's Bible, the 
new version bears to be 'set forth with the kinges 
most gracyous lycece,' and Cromwell, instigated 
by Cranmer, further obtained Henry's permission 
that ' the same may be sold and rend or every person, 
without danger ot any act, proclamation, or ordi- 
nance heretofore granted to the contrary.' Hence 
it came about that ' by Cranmer's petition, by 
Crumwell'8 influence, and by Henry's authority, 
without any formal ecclesiastical decision, the 
book was given to the English people, which is 
the foundation of the text of our present Bible. 
From Matthew's Bible— itself a combination of 
the labours of Tyndale and Coverdale— all later 
revisions have been successively formed' (West- 
cott, History 3 , p. 73). Its author did not, however, 
escape in the troublous times that followed on 
Mary's accession. Through the agency of Bonner 
he was imprisoned at Newgate, and on Feb. 4th, 
1555, was burned at the stake, setting a second 
seal to the fourfold seal of martyrdom by which 
the history of our English Bible has been hallowed. 

v. Closely allied to Matthew's Bible is a version 
bearing the name of Richard TaYerner, which 
was published in 1539, and bore to be 'newly 
recognized with great diligence after most faythful 
exemplars.' But the changes introduced are not 
as a rule of any great importance, though in the 
NT there are occasional forcible renderings. In 
Mt 21. 22, for example, Dr. Moulton finds in all 
about 40 variations from Tindale, of which one- 
third are retained in the AV (History, p. 135). 
So far as we know, Taveruer's Bible was only 
once reprinted, in 1549 (Cotton's Editions of the 
Bible 3 , j>. 21). 

vi. We have seen already what a steady friend 
of Bible- translation Cromwell had proved himself. 
He was to render it yet another notable service. 
Not wholly satisfied with any version that had 
appeared, he applied to Coverdale early in 1538 to 
undertake a wholly new revision, using Matthew's 
Bible as his basis ; * and as it was determined that 
the printing should be done in Paris, Coverdale, 
accompanied by one Grafton, at once repaired 
thither. Before, however, the work was com- 
pleted, the Inquisition stepped in, and it was with 
great difficulty that the sheets were saved, and 
the presses sent over to England. There the work 
was soon finished, and in April 1539 the Great 
Bible, as being the Bible 'in the largest volume,' 
was issued from the press. It possessed a title- 
page of elaborate design, in which Henry was 
represented as handing ' the Word of God ' to 
Cranmer and other clergy on his right hand, and 
to Cromwell and various lay-peers on his left ; 
while the contents are described as 'truly trans- 
lated after the veryte of the Hebrue and Greke 
textes, by ye dylygent studye of dyuerse excellent 
learned men expert in the forsayde tonges.' There 
can be no doubt, however, that the work was 
principally Coverdale's, and that in his revision 
of Matthew's text he made large use of Miinster's 
Hebrew-Latin version in the OT, and of the Vul- 

* 'I am always willing: and ready,' Coverdale had written in 
the Dedication to his Bible, 'to do my best as well in one 
translation as in another.' 
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gate and Erasmus in the NT. From the Vulgate 
more especially he introduced a number of various 
readings, but 'certain godly annotations' which 
he promised in the Prologue to explain ' the dark 
places of the text ' never appeared. In 1540 a new 
edition was called for, containing a long Preface 
by Archbishop Cranmer, which has led to its being 
known as Cranmer's Bible. Five other editions 
followed rapidly within the next eighteen months.* 
From their size and cost these were principally 
used as Church Bibles, and it must have been a, 
pleasing sight to see in Old St. Paul's or in the 
aisle of some country church the little group 
round the Great Bible, from which some one more 
educated than the rest read aloud. 

vii. The people, however, were soon to have a 
Bible of their own, and for this we must turn 
again to the Continent. The accession of Mary 
had given a new turn to the ever-varying fortunes 
of our Bible's history. Cranmer had followed 
Rogers to the stake, and the public, though appar- 
ently not the private, use of the Scriptures was 
strictly forbidden. Foreseeing what was coming, a 
number of the leading Reformers had taken refuge 
at Geneva, the city of Calvin and Beza, and there, 
as they themselves tell us, 1 we thought we could 
bestow our labours and study in nothing which 
could be more acceptable to God, and comfortable 
to His Church, than in the translating of the 
Scriptures into our native tongue.' The immediate 
result was the publication in 1557 of a translation 
of the NT alone by ona of their number, William 
Whittingham, who, in his Address to the Reader, 
describes his work as specially intended for 4 simple 
lambs.' And it was doubtless the thought of the 
same class of readers that led to the numerous 
'annotations of all hard places,' and to the adop- 
tion for the first time in an English translation of 
the convenient but often misleading division into 
verses, t 

This Testament was, however, soon cast into the 
shade by the publication in 1560 of a translation 
of the whole Bible, due in the main to the com- 
bined labours of William Whittingham, Thomas 
Sampson, and Anthony Gilby. In size this Gen- 
evan Bible is a moderate quarto, and it is often 
familiarly known as the breeches Bible from its 
rendering of Gn 3 7 ('They sewed fig-tree leaves 
together, and made themselves breeches'). The 
cost of its production was met by ' such as were of 
most ability ' in the congregation at Geneva. 

Regarded simply as a translation, the version 
deserves high praise, being based on a careful 
revision of the Great Bible in the OT, and, under 
the influence of Beza's Latin translation and Com- 
mentary, of Tindale's latest edition in the NT. 
The changes thus introduced were as a rule marked 
improvements, and many of them were subse- 
quently adopted in the AV. The new version 
was also abundantly supplied with marginal notes 
principally of an explanatory character, and these, 
combined with the convenient size in which it 
appeared, did much to account for the popularity 
which for long it enjoyed, % passing as it did through 
160 editions, 60 of them during the reign of Eliza- 
beth alone,§ and continuing to be printed for some 
time even after the publication of the AV in 1611.11 

• From the fact that several of these editions were printed 
by Whitchurch, the Great Bible is sometime* known as Whit- 
church's. 

t The scheme which Whittingham adopted was that prepared 
by R. Stephanus for the 4th ed. of his Greek NT, published in 
1551. In the OT the division into verses was already in exist- 
ence in the Hebrew Bible. 

J In 1649 an edition of the AV itself was actually brought out 
with the Genevan notes, evidently for the purpose of commend- 
ing; it to public favour. 

I After 1587 a revised version of the NT made by Laurence 
Tom8on in 1570 generally took the place of the earlier version. 

1 The Genevan was the first Bible printed in Scotland in an 
isbue generally known as the Bassandyne Bible, from the printer's 



viii. It was not to be expected, however, that 
the successors of Cromwell and Cranmer could 
look with favour on a translation emanating from 
the school of Calvin, and containing so many 
' prejudicial notes.' Accordingly, in 1563-64 AtcIi- 
bishop Parker set on foot a scheme for the revision 
of Coverdale's version by a number of learned men 
working separately ; and in 1568 the Bishops' 
Bible, so called from the number of bishops en- 
gaged on it, was completed, and a copy presented 
to the queen. An effort was made at the same 
time to secure that it alone should be licensed ' to 
draw to one uniformity.' But, from whatever 
cause, this licence was never granted, and, although 
the version gained a considerable circulation, this 
was due rather to the support accorded to it by 
Convocation than to its own merits.* ' 

The truth is that as a translation it was marked 
by the inequality inevitable to a work which had 
been sorted out into ' parcels ' amongst a number 
of independent workers. In the OT the historical 
books as a rule -followed the Great Bible very 
closely; but in the prophetical books greater 
variation was indulged in, many of the changes 
being distinctly traceable to the influence of the 
Genevan Bible. The Psalter was practically a 
new translation ; and on this account failed to 
maintain its ground against the version in the 
Great Bible, already endeared by constant use. 
In the 2nd edition of 1587 the two versions were 
printed side by 6ide, but in all later editions 
except one (1585) the old Psalter alone appeared. 
In tue NT, on the other hand, more particularly 
in the 1572 edition, the bishops introduced many 
marked improvements, pointing to a careful study 
of the original text, though their renderings were 
occasionally marked by cumbrou'sness and a love 
of mouth-tilling phrases. On the whole, however, 
the influence of the Bishops' Bible on succeeding 
versions cannot be said to have been very great, 
and, as has already been indicated, it failed to 
oust the Genevan Bible from its place as the 
favourite Bible for household use. The authority 
of the latter was now, however, to be subjected to 
a fresh challenge. 

ix. This came from the Church of Rome, and 
it is again interesting to notice that the new 
version, like the Genevan and Tindale's, was pro- 
duced in exile. At the beginning of queen Eliza- 
beth's reign a number of English Romanists had 
taken refuge on the Continent, and in 1582 there 
was published a NT 'translated faithfvlly into 
English out ot the anthentical Latin, according to 
the best corrected copies of the same, diligently 
conferred with the Greeke and other editions in 
divers languages. ... In the English College of 
Rhemes.' The translation of the OT had been pre- 
viously completed, but 'for lack of goodmeanes' 
its publication was delayed until 1609-10, when it 
came out at Douai. The whole Bible thus issued 
is generally known as the Rheims and Douai 
Bible, and to three men, William Allen, Gregory 
Martin, and Richard Bristow, the credit ot its 

f reduction principally belongs. Prefixed to the 
themish NT was an elaborate Preface, in which 
the translators warned readers against the then 
existing ' profane ' translations, laid the odium on 
Protestants of casting ' the holy to dogges and 
pearles to hogges,' and claimed for themselves to 
have at least been ' veiy precise and religious ' in 
following their copy, 'the old vulgar approved 
Latin.' The new version was thus, like the 

name Thomas Bassandyne (see History of the Bastandynr DMe, 
by W. T. Dobson, 1887) ; and so firm was the hold it obtained in 
the country, that so recently as towards the close of the 18th 
cent, a Bible of the Genetau translation was still in use in the 
church of Crail in Fifeshire. 

* It passed through nineteen editions ; the last bears the date 
1606. 
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Wycliflte versions, only a secondary translation, 
and it was not to be wondered at that the extreme 
literalness at which the translators aimed ' word 
for word and point for point ' led often to stilted 
and even unintelligible renderings, and also to the 
introduction of many Latinized terms, many of 
which were afterwards adopted in the AV. The 
charge of theological bias sometimes brought 
against the translators with regard to some of 
these terms is probably without foundation ; but 
the same cannot be said of their notes, which are 
unmistakably and avowedly of a polemical char- 
acter. It need only be further noted that in later 
editions the Douai version has heen largely altered 
to bring it more into conformity with— 

x. The Authorized Version.— To the history of 
this version we have now come, and, when we 
think of the influence it exerted and is still exert- 
ing, it is the more remarkable that its origin 
should have been of such an incidental, almost 
accidental, character. One of the first acts of king 
James on ascending the throne of England was to 
convene a Conference at Hampton Court Palace in 
January 1604, to hear and determine 'things pre- 
tended to be amiss in the Church,' and in the 
course of the second day's proceedings Dr. Rey- 
nolds, the Puritan leader, threw out the sugges- 
tion ' that there might be a new translation of 
the Bible, because those which were allowed in the 
reign of king Henry vm. and Edward VI. were 
corrupt and not answerable to the truth of the 
original.' The suggestion commended itself to 
the king, who had at one time begun a transla- 
tion of the Psalms himself, and he at once pro- 
posed that the new translation should be under- 
taken by ' the best learned in both the universities, 
after them to be reviewed by the bishops and chief 
learned of the Church ; from them to be presented 
to the Privy Council ; and lastly to be ratified by 
his royal authority ; and so this whole Church to 
be Iwund unto it and none other.' He further 
ordered 1 that no marginal notes should be added,' 
some of those in the Genevan Bible having recently 
attracted his attention as 'very partial, untrue, 
seditious, and savouring too much of dangerous 
and traitorous conceits.' 

Notwithstanding, however, the royal favour 
bestowed upon it, the actual work of translation, 
or rather revision, was not commenced until 1607, 
when the forty-seven revisers (it had been origin- 
ally intended that there should bo fifty-four) were 
divided into six companies, of which two sat at 
Westminster, two at Oxford, and two at Cam- 
bridge. Each company was to busy itself in the 
first instance with the separate portion assigned 
to it, but provision was also made for the revision 
of each portion by the other five companies, and 
the whole version thus amended was then to be 
submitted to a select committee representative of 
all the companies for the harmonizing of details 
and final preparation for the press. How far these 
arrangements were rigidly adhered to we cannot 
now determine, for ' never,' says Dr. Scrivener, 
who is our principal authority on all that concerns 
this version, ' was a great enterprise like the pro- 
duction of our Authorized Version carried out 
with less knowledge handed down to posterity 
of the labourers, their method and order of work- 
ing' (The Authorized Edition of the English Bible, 
p. 9). We know, however, that in two years 
and nine months the whole work of revision was 
carried through, and in 161 1 the new version was 
published. Its full title ran as follows : — ' The 
Holy Bible, conteyning the Old Testament and 
the "New: Newly Translated out of the Originall 
tongues : with the former Translations diligently 
compared and reuised by his Maiesties Special! 
Coniandement. Appointed to be read in Churches. 



Imprinted at London by Robert Barker, Printer 
to the King's Most Excellent Majestic Anno 
Dom. 1611.'* After the title-page came the ful- 
some Dedication to king James, and a most in- 
teresting Preface, generally understood to be the 
work of Dr. Miles Smith, afterwards Bishop of 
Gloucester, in which the main principles that had 
guided the translators were set forth. t 

We cannot now attempt to detail these, or to 
examine the leading internal characteristics of the 
new version ; but it is important to keep in mind 
that, in accordance with the rules that had been 
laid down for their guidance, what the translators 
aimed at was a revision rather than a new transla- 
tion. The basis of their work was the Bishops' 
Bible; but the versions of Tindale, Matthew, 
Coverdale, Whitchurch (that is, the Great Bible), 
and Geneva were used whenever they were found 
to be more in accordance with the original, so as 
to make, in the translators' own words, 'out of 
many good ones one principal good one, not justly 
to be excepted against.' No marginal notes were 
permitted, 'but only for the explanation of the 
Hebrew or Greek words which cannot, without 
some circumlocution, so briefly and fitly be ex- 
pressed in the text,' — an exception which was some- 
what liberally interpreted ;J and 'such quotations 
of places' were ' set down as shall serve for the fit 
reference of one Scripture to another.' § A new set 
of headings of chapters and columns was also sub- 
stituted for those that had existed in the Genevan, 
and in the Great and Bishops' Bibles ; but the 
dates (mostly from Ussher) with which we are 
familiar in most modern editions were first inserted 
in 1701. 

The immediate reception of the new version can 
hardly be said to have been altogether encouraging 
to its promoters, for though there was little active 
opposition extended to it, and it speedily super- 
seded the Bishops' Bible as the official version, it 
was not until the middle of the century that it 
ousted the Genevan Bible from the place of popu- 
lar favour. || That it deserved the place which it 
then attained does not admit of a moment's dis- 
pute ; and none have shown themselves more 
ready to admit its merits than those who in 1870 
were appointed to revise it. ' We,' so they tell us, 
' have bad to study this great Version carefully 
and minutely, line by Hue ; and the longer we 
have been engaged upon it the more we have 
learned to admire its simplicity, its dignity, its 
power, its happy turns of expression, its general 
accuracy, and, we must not fail to add, the music 
of its cadences, and the felicities of its rhythm ' 
(Pre/, to It V of NT, 188 1 ). 

At the same time, great as the excellences of 
the AV undoubtedly are, it would be absurd to 
contend that it is not capable of improvement, or 
that the work of constant revision out of which it 
has been evolved cannot be applied to it in its 
turn. And indeed, as a matter of fact, what we 
still know as king James's version has been sub- 
jected throughout the course of its long history to 
a larger amount of revision than many of its 

* A useful reprint of this original edition was issued from the 
Oxford Press in 1833. 

t It has been reprinted in separate form by the 8.P.C.K. 

J In the original edition of the AV, excluding the Apocrypha, 
over 7000 brief marginal notes were inserted, a number that has 
since been largely increased. 

| The original 9000 references have, in some modern editions, 
reached the enormous total of 00.000. 

I From the words ' Appointed to be read in Churches ' on the 
title-page, it has sometimes been thought that the use of the 
new version was at once formally enjoined by the king, and that 
from this it derived its name of A uthorued. But ' no evidence 
has yet been produced to show that the version was ever 
publicly sanctioned by Convocation or by Parliament, or by the 
Privy Council, or by the king' (Westcott, lititory'*, \>. 123>. It 
became the ' authorized ' version simply because it was the 
best. 
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readers are aware of. For not merely have the 
typographical and other imperfections inevitable 
in so large an undertaking been corrected, but a 
large number of deliberate changes have from 
time to time been made in the text, 'introduced 
silently and without authority by men whose very 
names are often unknown.' * And, in addition to 
this unofficial and irresponsible work of revision, 
we have abundant evidence of more ambitious 
proposals for amending the new version. Thus, 
in 1645, Dr. John Lightfoot, preaching before the 
Honse of Commons, urged them 'to think of a 
review and survey of the translation of the Bible,' 
and pleaded for ' an exact, vigorous, and lively 
translation.' And a few years later (1653) the 
Long Parliament actually made an order that a 
Bill should be brought in for a new translation. 
Nothing, however, came of this and similar 
schemes which were proposed from time to time : t 
and it was left to the Southern Convocation of 
the Church of England to take the initial steps 
for providing us with what is now known as 
par excellence — 

xi. The Revised Yerslon.— The fact that it took 
its rise in Convocation marks off the ItV from all 
other English versions. Tindale's Testament and 
Coverdale's Bible were the work of individuals ; 
the Great Bible and the Bishops' were Episcopal 
in their origin ; the Genevan and the Rheima and 
Douai Bibles were due to two bands of exiles, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic respectively ; but 
the idea of the RV was matured by representa- 
tives of the Church of England, and carried 
through with the assistance of members of other 
Churches.?: 

Over the steps leading up to the final decision 
we cannot linger. Enough that in May 1870 the 
report of a committee appointed in the preceding 
February was adopted, to the effect 'that Con- 
vocation should nominate a body of its own mem- 
bers to undertake the work of revision, who shall 
be at liberty to invite the co-operation of any 
eminent for scholarship to whatever nation or 
religious body they belong'; and that shortly 
afterwards, in terms of this resolution, two Com- 
panies for the revision of the Old and New Testa- 
ments respectively were appointed. Eight rules 
were laid down for the Revisers' guidance, the 
most important of which were to the following 
effect:— the alterations to be as few as possible 
consistently with faithfulness to the original, and 
to be made in the language of the Authorized and 
earlier English versions ; each Company to go 
twice over the portion to be revised, once pro- 
visionally, the second time finally ; the Text 
adopted to be that for which the evidence is 
decidedly preponderating ; and no changes in the 
text to be retained on the second final revision, 
unless approved by txou-thirds of those present. 

It will be seen that every precaution was thus 
taken to ensure that no unnecessary changes 
should be introduced into a version already hal- 
lowed by so many and so varied associations; 
and probably the charge that is most frequently 
brought against the Revisers is that they were too 
apt to lose sight of this. At the same time, it is 
only fair to them to keep in view the varied causes 

* Scrivener, The Authorized Edition, p. 3. These changes may 
also be conveniently studied in The Cambridge Paragraph Bible, 
edited by Scrivener, 1873. 

t See Plumptre, art. 'Version (Authorised)' in Smith's DB 
iii. 1678 ff. 

J The history of the RV still remains to be written, but 
amongst recent works which helped to prepare the way for it 
may be mentioned Trench, On the A V of the NT in connexion 
trith some recent proposals for it* revision *, 1851); Kllicott, 
Considerations on the Revision of the English Version of the 
NT, 1870 ; Lightfoot, On a Fresh Revision of the English NT*, 
1S91 ; the Revisions of the Gospel of St. John and of several 
o? the Pauline Epistles by Five Clergymen, the first jxirt of 
which appeared in 1857 ; and Dean Alford's Revised NT, 1869. 



that made many changes inevitable. Thns, in 
the matter of text alone, it has been estimated 
that the text underlying the revised NT of 1881 
differed from that of 1611 in no less than 5783 
readings ;* while other variations were necessitated 
by obvious misunderstandings of the original, by 
the removal of archaisms, and by previous incon- 
sistencies in the rendering of the same words and 

Ehrasea. Numerous, however, as the differences 
etween the Revised and Authorized versions thus 
came to be, it is reassuring to know that in no 
particular have they seriously affected any of the 
doctrines of our faith, though in not a few in- 
stances these doctrines are now presented in a 
fuller and more convincing light.t 

The revision of the NT occupied about ten years 
and a half, and the result was published on May 
17th, 1881. Four years later the Revised OT was 
ready, and thus on May 19th, 1885, the English 
reader had the whole Bible in his hands, ' being 
the version set forth A.D. 1611 compared with the 
most ancient authorities and revised.' Each Testa- 
ment was furnished with a Preface detailing the 
principles on which the work had been carried 
through, and with an Appendix in which the 
American Companies, who had been associated in 
the work, placed on record certain points of trans- 
lation in which they differed from the English 
Companies. A revised translation of the Apoc- 
rypha by various committees of the Revisers was 
published in 1895. And in 1898 the work of re- 
vision was completed by the issue of a new edition 
of the Revised Bible with a carefully emended set 
of marginal references. 

Literature. — The principal works dealing with tbe separate 
versions have already been referred to in the preceding pages. 
For the versions as a whole, Eadie, The English Bible: an 
External and Critical History of the various English Transla- 
tions ff Scripture, 2 vols. 1876, is the most complete account ; 
but much that is very valuable, especially with relation to the 
internal history of the text, will be found in the well-known 
Histories of Westcott and Moulton. Of a more popular char- 
acter are Stoughton, Our English Bible : its Translations and 
Translators (no date) : Pattison, The History of the English 
Bible, 1894 ; and The English Bible : a Sketch of iU History, 
1895, by the present writer, from which the foregoing account 
with various corrections and additions has been principally 
drawn. In Kenyon, Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, 
1895, the history of the text underlying our various versions is 
clearly set forth for the benefit of the ordinary readers of tbe 
Bible in English ; and in The Evolution of the English Bible, 
1901, by H. W\ Hoare, the successive versions are interestingly 
described in connexion with tbeir general historical setting. 

Other works connected with the subject which may be con- 
sulted with advantage are, Lewis, History of the English 
Translations of the Bible, 1818, and Anderson, The Annals of 
the English Bike, 2 vols. 1845, 1 vol. revised ed. 1862, both of 
which, however, require to be carefully verified in the light of 
later knowledge; Pore, Old Bibles*, 1888; Edgar, The Bibles 
of England, 1889; Mombert, English Versions of the Bible (no 
date) ; and the historical account prefixed to Bagster's issue of 
The English Uexapla (no date). 

The principal authority for the AV, as has been noted above, 
is 8cnvener, The Authorized. Edition of the English BibU 
(1611), 1884 ; while to the books already mentioned as dealing 
with the RV there may be added Newth, Lectures on BibU 
Revision, 1881 (with an Appendix containing the Prologues and 
Prefaces to the various versions) ; Kennedy, Ely Lectures on 
the R V of the ST, 1882 ; Humphry, Commentary on the R V of 
the NT; Westcott, Some Lessons of the RV of the NT, 1897; 
and Ellicott, Addresses on the RV, 1901. Reference may also 
be made to Biblical Revision, its Necessity and Purpose, 1879, 
the English republication of a series of Essays by members 
of the American Revision Committee ; and to the Documentary 
History of the American Committee on Revision, 1885, pre- 
pared originally by order of that committee for the use of its 
members. For a vigorous but sometimes misleading criticism 
of the RV see Burgon, The Revision Recited, 1883. 

G. MlLLIGAX. 

* See Kenyon, Our Bible and the Ancient Manuscripts, 
p. 239 ; and compare Bishop Weetcott's weighty words, ' What- 
ever may be the merits of the revised version, it can be said 
confidently that in no parallel case have the readings of the 
original text to be translated been discussed and determined 
with equal care, thoroughness and candour' (History*, p. viii, 
note). 

t See ' The Doctrinal Significance of the RV,' three articles in 
The Expository Times, vH. 377, 452, viiL 171. 
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YERBIONS (Georgian, Gothic, Slavonic).— 
A. The Georgian Version. — This version is 
ascribed to the 5th or 6th cent. , and, according to 
Armenian tradition, was the work of Mesrop, who 
also invented the Georgian alphabet. There are 
two characters in use — one for sacred writings 
called Kuzuri, and another, called Mkedruli, for 
civil purposes. By far the fullest account of this 
Version is found in Tsagarelrs Information about 
the Monuments of Georgian Literature (in Russian), 
from which many of the facts which follow have 
been taken. The earliest period of literary 
activity lasted from the 5th to the 9th cent., 
and to'it belong a papyrus Psalter assigned to the 
7th or 8th cent., of which a facsimile is given in 
the work just mentioned, and a copy of the Gospels 
and a Psalter dated a century later. Both these 
are in the monastery on Mount Sinai. The next 
period, from the 10th to the 12th cent., Tsagareli 
calls the classical period. To this belong the 
oldest dated copy of the Gospels, assigned to A.D. 
936, a MS— dated 974— of the Acts and Epistles of 
St. James and St. Peter, and the earliest MS of 
the whole Bible (now in part mutilated in the 
Pentateuch), dated 978, in two volumes. This last 
MS is preserved in the Iberian Monastery on 
Mount Athos. To the same period belongs an 
important MS of the Prophets at Jerusalem, 
assigned to the 11th cent. In this the Minor 
Prophets precede the Major, in the Athos MS 
the order is reversed. The chief centres of literary 
activity were the monastery on Mount Sinai, the 
monasteries of the Holy Cross and St. Sabbas 
near Jerusalem, and Mount Athos, each centre 
having a characteristic style of writing. The 
names of many of the scribes are preserved in 
the MSS. A chronological list of the MSS near 
Jerusalem and on Mount Sinai is given by Tsagareli 
in an appendix. This includes five Psalters, three 
MSS of other parts of the OT, fourteen of the whole 
or parts of the Gospels, eleven of the Apostol, and 
two of other parts of the NT. 

Our information in regard to the text of the 
Version is derived mainly from the edition pub- 
lished at Moscow in 1743. This was used by F. C. 
Alter for the material he supplied to Holmes and 
Parsons for their edition of the LXX, and in his 
little monograph Ueber Georginnische Litteratur he 
gives a number of select readings throughout the 
Bible. Some doubt has been thrown on the value 
of the Moscow edition of the Georgian Bible be- 
cause of a suggested corruption from the Slavonic. 
In regard to this point the Preface tells us that 
the edition was made for Archel, who, finding no 
complete Bible in Georgia, translated the gaps 
according to his powers, using the Slavonic for 
this purpose. We find passages {e.g. Ca 2') where 
misreading of the Slavonic has led to a mistaken 
rendering. When we go behind the edition to the 
MSS we find variations of text, as in the Athos 
and Jerusalem MSS of the Prophets ; so again the 
Moscow edition differs from the Athos Mb of the 
Song of Songs. In this as in the other Versions 
there seem to have been revisions and additions. 
Thus Tsagareli (I.e. 59) mentions two different 
translators, and adds, ' looking at the various read- 
ings of the Georgian NT and OT, we see there were 
several redactions of the Georgian Bible.' Mr. 
Conybeare also refers to the statement of Georgian 
writers, that ' before the tenth century a revision 
was made of their version.' Of the Gospels, Mr. 
Conybeare * from his own collations testifies that 
' the printed text fairly represents the MSS,' 
though he adds that ' the most ancient MSS of 
the Version must be collated and a critical text of 
it prepared before it can be quite reliably used as 
an early witness to the Greek text in regard to any 
* Scrivener's Introduction, ii. p. 157. 



particular points.' Both in the OT and in the NT 
the Version was made from the Greek. 

LiTKBATi'RB.— Besides the brief notices in Gregory's Prole- 
gomena, p. 922, and Nestle's Urtext, reference may be made 
to V. C. Alter, Ueber Ueorgiantiche Litteratur, Wien, 1708, to 
Tsagareli's book already described, and to Mr. Conybeare's 
account in Scrivener's Introduction, ii. 156. 

B. The Gothic Version. — L Origin op the 
VERSION. — The beginnings of this Version are 
associated with the name of Uifllas, and our 
knowledge of him comes mainly from Philostor- 
gius, who was a contemporary and a native of 
the district of Cappadocia, from which Ulfiias' 
parents had been carried away near the end of 
the 3rd cent, during an invasion of Goths who 
came from Dacia. In Dacia, Ulfiias was born of 
Christian parents, probably some time between 
A.D. 310 and A.D. 313 ; thirty years later, in 340 
or 341, he was consecrated bishop either at Con- 
stantinople or, as Kauffmann asserts, at Antioch. 
After remaining in Dacia as bishop for some seven 
years, he was driven out by persecution to Moesia, 
and to the period of his stay there the translation 
of the Bible into Gothic is ascribed. The com- 
mencement of the Version therefore dates from 
about the middle of the 4th cent., and, if it was 
all the work of Ullilas, was completed before the 
year 381, in which year or (according to Jostes) in 
383 he died. 

This is one of several Versions for which an 
alphabet is said to have been invented by the 
translator. Before this time the Goths, like the 
other Teutonic families, seem, to have used runes, 
and some of these older characters are kept 
in the alphabet ascribed to Ullilas. Luft in his 
Studien zur den riltesten Germanisch.cn Alfabeten 
(quoted by Nestle), traces 18 of the letters used 
by Ulfiias to a Greek source, 9 to the Latin. As 
was to be expected, many words were also car- 
ried over into Gothic from Greek, Latin, and 
other languages.* The number of foreign words 
found in the fragments which have come down to 
us is put by Nestle at 116. 

It will be natural to ask what was the extent of 
the Version made by Ullilas. The authority 
already quoted, Philostorgius, says that Ulfiias 
translated 'all the books of the Scripture with 
the exception of the Books of Kings, which he 
omitted because they are a mere narrative of 
military exploits, and the Gothic tribes were 
especially fond of war.' This statement is en- 
titled to serious consideration as that of a con- 
temporary, and we must infer from it that at any 
rate by A.D. 400, or soon afterwards, there was a 
translation of the Bible into Gothic, complete save 
for the books named. On the other hand, Nestle 
argues from Jerome's language in his well-known 
letter to Sunnias and Fretella, that at the date of 
the letter, some 50 years after Ulfiias' translation 
was made, these two Gothic students were occupied 
with a translation of the Psalter into Gothic, as if 
one did not exist. Jerome's words may, however, 
be interpreted on the supposition that they were 
working at a translation already made and its re- 
lation to the Hebraica Veritas. Another statement, 
made by Walafrid Strabo, a writer of the 9th cent., 
is not sufficient to prove that Ullilas was aided by 
others, for it is vague, and the authority on which it 
rests is unnamed. ' The Goths,' he says (de Rebus 
Er.cl.1), ' had one language ; and, as histories testify, 
they translated the sacred books into their lan- 
guage . . . and of these some monuments are still 
preserved.' An argument of a different kind is 
mentioned by Sievers (Encyc. Brit? s. v. 'Goths'), 

* The word 1 heathen,' as discussed in Murray's Engliah Dic- 
tionary, gives an interesting illustration. It is traced there on 
the Iwwis of investigations by Bugge through the Gothic to the 
Armenian. 
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who pays that ' certain differences in language and 
riianner of translation make it doubtful even 
whether the fragments of the OT can be traced 
to the same origin as those of the New. ' * 

ii. The Manuscripts. — The history of the 
Version breaks off abruptly, for we know nothing 
more of it than can be gathered from the scanty 
remains which have come down to us in the MSS 
— remains which, scanty as they are, are of the 

f greatest possible interest and value to the philo- 
ogist, because they are ' by several centuries the 
oldest specimen of Teutonic speech.' How far they 
underwent any changes during the century and a 
half, or rather more, which intervened between 
the date of Ultilas and that to which they are 
assigned, we cannot say. They all belong to 
the period of the East Gothic kingdom in Italy 
which began with Theodoric (4C3-526), and are all 
assigned to N. Italy. 

The following t is a list of the MSS of the 
Bible in this Version : — 

1. Codex Argenteiu.—Thls MS Is the most important It is 

assigned to the 5th or early Oth cent., and is now at 
Upsala in Sweden. It is written in uncial, the letters 
being of gold or silver, on purple vellum. The MS now 
contains, on 1S7 leaves, large fragments of Matthew, John, 
Luke, Mark in thot (the Western) order, beginning with 
Mt 6». 

2. Codex Carolinut.— Thin and the following fragments are all 

palimpsest. It is bilingual (Goth. Lat.), and is now at 
Wolfenbiittel. The upper writing consists of works of 
Isidore of Seville. The MS is that usually referred to as 
P. Q. of the Gospels, and que of the Old Latin (Epistles). 
It was discovered by Knittel, and edited by him In 1762. 
It contains on four leaves about 42 verses from Ro 11-15. 
It has been regarded (so Bernhardt) as corrected from the 
Latin in some places, e.g. 12 2 - s , and in places aurees very 
closely with the first fragment at Milan, even in ortho- 
graphical peculiarities. 
8. Codiee* Ambroiiani.— The following are now in the Am- 
brosian Library at Milan. These fragments, all in MSS 
which came from Bobbio, and originally belonged to two 
Gothic MSS, were discovered by Mai in 1817. Other frag- 
ments of the same MSS have been discovered at Turin 
and in the Vatican. Mai ascribes the writing in part to 
the early 6th, in part to the 6th, century :— 

(1) (8. 86) is a MS containing Gregory the' Great's Commen- 

tary on Ezekiel. Of this 102 leaves (1 of which is illegible 
and 6 blank) belong to a Gothic MS (in which a note 
at 2 Co 4 1 * says, liber eancti Columbani de bobio) con- 
taining fragments of Rom., 1 and 2Cor., Eph., Gal., Phil., 
Col., 1 and 2 The us. , 1 and 2 Tim., Titus, and Phi I em. , in 
that order, and a fragment of a Gothic calendar. 

(2) (S. 45) is said to be written in an older character than 
(IX and contains on 78 leaves 2 Cor., and fragments of 
1 Cor., Gal., Eph., Phil., Col., 1 and 2 Thess., 2 Tim., 
and Titus. 

(3) (I. 61 tup.) contains J on 2 leaves Mt 2533-263, and 20«- 
27». 

(4) (G. 82) contains on 8 leaves fragments of Ezra and 

Nehemiah.f 

(5) (G. 14) contains on 5 leaves fragments of a commentary 
on St. John. 

4. Codex VaticanvB (MS 5750) contains on 3 leaves fragments 
of the same Commentary on St. John as the 6th Milan 
fragment. 

6. Codex Taurinensit consists of 4 leaves belonging to the 
same MS as the first Milan fragment, found in the binding 
of a MS at Turin. U These leaves contain Gal 6i«-i», Col 
213-30 413-I8. 

6. Codex Vindobonentis.—Tbie MS, ascribed to the Oth cent., 
came from Salzburg (MS 140, olim 71), and contains, under 
runes, fragments of Gn 6, and, on the margin, two half- 
verses of Ps 52- ». 

In these MSS we have preserved to us the follow- 
ing passages of the OT : — Gn o 3 - 3 - *• 83 , Ps 
52**»,ir Neh 5*™ 6'«-7* l3 "" a ; and fragments more 

• See also Wright, Primer, etc. p. 144 : ' The fragments of 
the New Testament all point to one and the same translator, 
but the two small fragments of the Books of Ezra and Nchemiah 
differ so much in style from those of the New Testament that 
scholars now regard them as being the work of a later trans- 
lator.' 

* This Information is largely taken from Stamm-Heyne's 
Ulfilat (ed. 9), Paderborn. 1806. The figures enclosed in 
brackets give the press-mark of the MS in the library to which 
it belongs. 

t See Berger, Hittoire de la Vulgate, p. 58. 
§ Kauffmann (7. /. d. Philol., 1800) says the supposed frag- 
ment of Ezr 2>»-« is really Neh 713-47. 
| See Germania. xiii. 271 ff. 
1] See note }, above. 



or less extensive of all the books * of the NT ex- 
cept the Acts, Catholic Epistles, and Apocalypse 
of which we have nothing in this Version. 

iii. Character of the Text.— The next point 
to determine in regard to the Version is the char* 
acter of the text preserved in it. 

For the OT the amount preserved is very scanty 
indeed, but the fragments consist largely of names 
(as in the lists from Nehemiah), or numbers (as in 
the Genesis passages), and therefore the nature of 
the materials is some slight compensation for the 
deficiency in quantity. 

The most careful examination of the Version in its 
relation to the text from which it was translated is 
in an article by Kauffmann.t who points out the very 
close agreement with Lucian's recension of the LXX 
text. Thus in Neh 7 a4,SJ (to take two instances 
only) the Gothic Version agrees with two MSS 
(HP 93, 108) of this recension in the names 'Awro/t, 
'Hipan, and this form is found in no other MSS of 
the LXX. The same close relationship of the 
Gothic and Lucian meets us in the Genesis frag- 
ments, where we find agreement between the 
numerals of the Gothic Version and those found 
in HP 44, another MS of the Lucian recension. 
But there are differences as well as resemblances, 
and Kauffmann collects instances in which the 
Gothic departs from Lucian and agrees with the 
B-text of the LXX. The Gothic does not preserve 
' the original Lucianic text, but one derived from 
it,' or perhaps we may rather say it preserves 
one of the strains incorporated in the Luc. text. 

In regard to the NT, Kauffmann, in a later series 
of articles in the periodical quoted below, entitled 
' Beitrage zur Quellenkritik der Gottischen Bibel- 
ubersetzung,' examines the Version in regard to the 
sources from which it is drawn. He comes to the 
conclusion (ib. xxxi. 180) that 'the Goth, to whom 
we owe Matthew, used the Greek text current in the 
diocese of Constantinople,' and that for St. John 
there is evidence of ' no other recension than that 
demonstrated for St. Matthew.' Whether the 
Version was made from MSS obtained in Moesia, or 
from MSS brought by Ullilas' parents from Cappa- 
docia, we should expect, a priori, that this would 
be the type of text used. W estcott and Hort (New 
Testament, i. p. 158) thus sum up the position : ' The 
Gothic has very much the same combination as 
the Italian revision of the Old Latin, being largely 
Syrian and largely Western, with a small admix- 
ture of non- Western readings.' A few instances 
of the readings of this Version in noteworthy 
passages from the first ten chapters of St. Luke 
may be given: — Lk l 18 tdhryrifUmf <rd ywai&r ; 
2 U eiSoKlai ; 4 18 IdffaffOai t. <r. rip KapSlap ; 4** FoAt- 
\alat ; 6 1 Sevrepoirp^Tip ; 48 redefttXluro, k.t.X. ; 8 s8 
ra5apm>u>v ; 9 s6 aya7nrr6s ; 9** cif koX 'HXiat tirolrpjt ; 
9 50 Kol etxev ovk otSarc, k.t.\. ; MP e/3do/xi}jrorra. In 
all these passages save 2 M and 4** it supports a 
reading rejected by Westcott and Hort. On the 
other hand, in Mk I s , Mt 7'f 11 s 27* it has read- 
ings accepted by the same editors. 

In these and many other passages the Version 
will be seen to have a close relation to the Latin. 
Various explanations of this resemblance are 
possible. It has been suggested that the Gothic 
has been influenced by the Latin between the 
date at which the Version was made and the date 
of the MSS of it which survive. Besides the re- 
semblances of text, it is urged that the Gospels 
in the Codex Argcntetts occur in the Western order, 
and that most, if not all, of the MSS are connected 
with N. Italy, and date from the time of the Lom- 

* Nestle, Einfuhrung in d Grieeh. AT, p. Ill (see also 
Gregory, Prolegomena to Tischendorfs XT, p. 1111), mentions 
quotations of the Ep. to the Hebrews as found in the Commen- 
tary on St. John, mentioned above. A complete list of fragments 
of the NT is given by Gregory. 

t Z.J. deuttche Philolo^e, 1896. 
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bardo-Gothic kingdom tiiere ; that (as has been 
mentioned above) many Latin words have been 
incorporated into the Version, and that there are 
traces of Latin influence in the spelling of proper 
names, e.g. Scariotus. This view has been upheld 
by Marold in articles in Germania for 1880, 1881, 
but is disputed by Kisch,* Kauff'mann.t and others. 

A second explanation of the relationship is that 
some of the l>atin MSS, at any rate, have been 
revised from the Gothic. This theory is stated 
by Burkitt (JThSt, i. 1) in regard to the Latin MS 
known as Codex Brixianus (f). He refers to the 
curious preface found in that manuscript, — which 
had before been noticed, in this regard, by Stamm 
— ideo ne . . . legenti videatur aliud tn Grasca lingua, 
aliud in latino, vel gotica designata esse conscribta, 
etc., and supposes that it may be the preface of a 
bilingual Gotho-Lat. MS, of the Latin of which / 
is a transcript. Burkitt then collects a number of 
peculiar readings of /, in which it differs from the 
Vulg. and Old Latin, and agrees with the Gothic, 
e.g. Lk 14 M 6 7 etc. In a note he makes the same 
assertion of Gothic influence in the OL fragment 
of the Ep. to the Bomans (guc), mentioned above. 
Kauftmann has fully examined the relation of the 
Gothic to the Latin, in the light of Burkitt's 
suggestion, in the last of the series of articles re- 
ferred to, and the conclusions to which he comes t 
are the following : — ( 1 ) About the year 410 a 




(not quite complete) in the Codex Brixianits, and 
formed the introduction to a bilingual (or perhaps 
trilingual) MS, in which certain variants of the 
translations were traced to their origin ; (3) a frag- 
ment of this edition probably lies before us in the 
Codex Carolines ; (4) from this bilingual edition 
the Codex Brixianits arose, the original text of 
which is demonstrably that of a Gotho-Latin MS, 
and to which the text of the Gothic Gospels of 
the Codex Argenteus corresponds fairly exactly; 
(5) the Cod. Arg. and the Cod. Brix. sprang from 
that critical edition ; even their calligraphical pre- 
sentation shows they are related ; in the 6th cent., 
about the same time and in the same part of Upper 
Ttaly, the Gothic Gospels on the one hand and the 
Latm Gospels on the other were separately derived 
from that archetype ; (6) on the basis of the recen- 
sion of Jerome's translation, which had then attained 
supremacy in Upper Italy, — and this may have been 
the reason for the whole transaction,— a redactor 
worked afresh over the Latin Gospels. 

A third possibility is that the resemblance is due 
to the fact of both the Latin and the Gothic being 
based on Greek MSS belonging to the same family, 
and preserving the same type of text. Such a 
hypothesis will leave room for the differences as 
well as the resemblances of the two Versions. 

It has to be added in regard to the general char- 
acter of the translation that it is a close and 
accurate rendering of the Greek, though Ellicott 
notices in regard to its rendering of Ph 2 6 * 8 a trace 
of those Arian views which characterized the 
Goths, especially in Spain. The 'Arianism of 
Ulfilas' has been discussed by Kauffmann in the 
articles already mentioned. 

Litkratfre. — On Ulfllas : art. in Attgemeine deuttche Biblio- 
thek; Diet. Chrut. Biogr. s.o. ; Monograph by C. A. Scott 
(Cambridge, 1885) ; artt. by Eckstein in Westermann's Illxutr. 
Monattheft, 1892, and Jostes in Beitrdge zur Getch. der d. 
Sprache, xxii. On the Gothic Version : Scrivener's Introduc- 
tion, ii. 145 ft*. ; Gregory's Prolegomena to Teschendorf's NT, p. 
.108 ft". ; Nestjle, Einfiihrung tn das Griech. NT, p. 110 ff. : 
Urtezt und Ubertetzungcn, p. 119 ft*. ; art. in Z. f. deuttche 
Phiiologie, 1896-1900, and in Germania. The most serviceable 



• Monatssch. f. Getch. u. Witsentch. des Judenthum*, 1973. 
f Z. J. deuttche PhUol. xxxi. 182. 
X lb. 1900, xxxii. p. 335. 



edition is perhaps that of Stamm, the latest editions of which 
have been revised by Heyne, 9th ed., Paderborn, 1890. The 
edition of Bernhardt, Vulfiia Oder die Gotische Bibel, Halle, 
1875, is very full in regard to the relation of the Gothic to the 
Greek text. There are also serviceable editions of separate 
books by Prof. Skeat; and a useful Primer qf the Gothic 
Language, Clar. Press, 1899, by Prof. Wright. 

C. The Slavonic Version.* Origin. — Our 
information as to the origin of the Slavonic Version 
is fairly definite, and generally trustworthy, at 
any rate in its main points. The two men whose 
names are connected with the beginnings of a 
Slavonic Version are Cyril and Methodius. They 
were sons of a Greek nobleman of Thessalonica, 
round which place there were a number of Slavonic 
settlerp. The elder, Methodius, died in 885 ; the 
year of his birth is unknown. The younger, Con- 
stantine, was born in 827, took the name of Cyril 
when he became a monk, and died at Borne in 
809. It is probable that from childhood they were 
acquainted with the Slavonic of their native 
district of Thessalonica, and tradition ascribes to 
Cyril the invention of the characters which from 
him are called Cyrillic, assigning as the date of 
this the year 855. The object of Cyril was to give 
the Bulgarian Slavs such parts of the Biblo as 
were used in Church services in their own language. 
A little later the two brothers were summoned to 
Moravia, and to the period following on this, i.e. 
after the year 864, the beginnings of the Version 
are by many assigned. But Leskien and Polevoi t 
urge, and with reason, that the work probably 
began earlier, and was spread over a longer time. 

In one of the legendary lives of Cyril X we are 
told that he began his translation with St. John's 
Gospel, and soon completed a translation of the 
' whole ecclesiastical cycle,' i.e. he translated first 
those parts of the Bible which were used for the 
Church services, both of the OT and NT. It is 
stated also in the life of Methodius that a trans- 
lation of these selected parts preceded the trans- 
lation of the whole ; and John, exarch of Bulgaria, 
who is almost a contemporary, makes a similar 
assertion that Cyril first translated a 'selection,' 
and that Methodius and his brother translated 
* the whole 60 books.' This translation may well 
have been completed before the death of Methodius, 
who survived his brother some time, though not, 
we may hope, in the short time of six months, as 
one authority states. 

A much disputed question connected with the 
origin of the Version concerns the dialect into 
which tho translation was made, and names 
eminent in Slavonic studies may be quoted as dis- 
agreeing. Thus Schafarik, Leskien, and others 
say that the original Version was most closely 
allied to Old Bulgarian, while Kopitar, Miklosich, 
and Jagic connect it with Old Slovenish. It is 
possible that the various families of Slavonic had 
not, at the date of which we are speaking, begun 
to show the marks of difference found in later 
documentary evidence. 

Another interesting literary discussion gathers 
round the alphabets which are met with in the 
early MSS. These are of two kinds. The one is 
known as the Cyrillic, and consisted of 38 letters, 
derived mainly from Greek, but also, in part, from 
Hebrew and other languages, and in part invented 
to express the peculiar nasal sounds found in 
Slavonic. The other alphabet is known as Glago- 
litic, and this is probably the older. 

* For a fuller account of the origin and later history of the 
Slavonic Version, and its relation to modem Russian, the writer 
must refer to an article of his on ' the Russian Bible ' in the 
Church Quarterly Review for Oct. 1895. Liitle new work has 
been done in Russia or elsewhere on this subject since that 
date. 

t History of Russian Literature, p. 7. 

j See Ginzel, Getchichte der Slatrenapottel, CyriU und 
Method., for details as to the documents in regard to Cyril and 
Methodius. 
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ii. THE MSS.— A few of the MSS are ascribed 
to as early a date as the 10th or 1 1th cent, by 
Jagic and other scholars, but these contain only 
the Gospels, either as complete texts or ns lection - 
aries. The oldest MS of the complete Bible is that 
called after Gennadius, archbishop of Novgorod, 
and dated 1499.* An will be seen later, this con- 
tains a composite text, of very varying value and 
importance. The comparative absence of early 
MSS is explained by the widespread devastation 
caused by the Mongol invasions of the 13th and 
14th cents. The records of the period before these 
invasions tell us of schools in which the Bible was 
studied, of copies of MSS of the Bible made by 
monks and professional scribes, of catena on the 
Psalms, the Prophets, the Gospels, and some of 
the Epistles.t and every page of the chronicles 
and other writings shows us how inwoven the 
Bible was into the texture of the language, and 
what a part it played in Russia, as elsewhere, in 
fixing the literary style. We find actual quota- 
tions of many of the OT books, e.g. of the Book of 
Proverbs, in the Chronicle of Nestor, which dates 
from the 11th cent. 

The oldest MSS of any part of the OT are those 
of the Psalter, some of which go back to the 11th 
or 12th cent. Many of the books of the OT have 
been made the subject of monographs, in which 
details are given. Besides the editions of the 
Psalter by Sreznefski and Amphilochius may be 
mentioned studies in the text of Joshua, the Books 
of Kings, several of the Minor Prophets, and 
Isaiah. 

Passing to the NT we find the Gospels preserved 
to us in a large number of MSS, many of which 
are lectionaries. Among them may be mentioned 
the Codex Zograplicnsis and Codex Marianus, both 
written in Glagolitie characters, and the Ostromir 
Codex, written in Cyrillic, and dated 1056-1057. 
A critical edition of St. Mark, based on 108 MSS, 
has been published by Professor Voskresenski. 
He groups the authorities for the text in four 
main classes. The history of the next division of 
the NT, the Apostr.l, has been also caiefully studied 
by the same author. MSS either of the continuous 
text, or of the parts used in services, go back as 
far as the 12th cent., and on these he published an 
elaborate monograph in 1 879, and in 1 892 produced 
a critical edition of the Epistle to the Romans 
based on 51 manuscripts, many of which only give 
the Church lections. The only other part of the 
NT which has been examined is the Apocalypse. 
The MSS of this book are fewer and later, but 
the earliest is ascribed by Oblak to the 13th 
century. 

iii. The Text of the Version and its Value. 
— For the OT the MSS do not show any great or 
important variations, but the characteristics of the 
translation they contain are different in different 
parts. ' The Pentateuch shows signs of very great 
antiquity, and probably embodies fragments of 
the original translation. The Books of Joshua, 
Judges, and Ituth also represent an old transla- 
tion. The Books of Samuel and Kings are less old 
and less exact. The Psalter is of course very 
old. Ecclesiastes and Sirach show a later but 
accurate translation. The Book of Job, Song of 
Songs, and the Prophets . . . show signs of glosses. 
Whue all the above were translated from the 
Greek, and the Book of Esther from the Hebrew, 
the Books of Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and the 
other books of the Latin Bible were translated 
from the Vulgate towards the end of the 15th 
cent., and embodied in Gennadius' MS [i.e. of A.D. 

• This MS is now in the Synodal Library at Moscow, and is 
fully described by Gorski and Nevostruief in their description 
of the MSS in that library. 

t For details of these writings see Philaret's Review oj 
Spiritual Literature from 80S to 1720 (in Russian). 



1499]. This text was adopted for the edition of 
the Bible published at Ostrog in 1581.' * 

It will be seen from the preceding words that the 
value and interest of the Version varies in different 
parts of the OT. The only part which is of real 
interest is that based on the Greek, and, in regard 
to this, its relation to Lucian's recension is the most 
important point. This has been variously described, 
Lagarde asserting that Lucian was the basis of the 
Slavonic ; Buhl, that the Slavonic resembles the B 
text. The writer has examined this point, bnt 
only over a limited area, in reference to Lucian's 
recension. t The results seem to vary in different 
books. The Slavonic text of the OT, in the books 
derived from the Greek, deserves a fuller and wider 
examination than it has yet received. 

In regard to the NT the MSS of the Version are 
more numerous, and contain a number of varia- 
tions. These are, for the most part, of interest 
only in regard to the history of the Version itself, 
and consist of modifications in orthography, the 
removal of archaisms, and the translation of Greek 
words which in the earlier recensions had been 
simply transliterated. To the student of Slavonic 
these variants present innumerable points of in- 
terest. They also point to differences between the 
underlying Greek text, which are of wider interest, 
and it is well here to point out that the ordinary 
printed text of the Russian or of the Slavonic 
Bible often fails to indicate the important readings 
found in the older MSS. Among the passages 
where the oldest MSS differ as to the Greek on 
which they are based, the following may be noticed : 
Lk 2 s 6 1 14 M , Jn 9" 19 14 2l u . 

It cannot be said that the Version has any great 
value for textual criticism, nor should we e.\j>ect, 
remembering its close connexion with south- 
eastern Europe, to find it preserving a text of any 
uniform or great importance. Its chief value and 
interest are in connexion with the history of the 
development of the Slavonic language, and in this 
department it is not easy to exaggerate its im- 
portance. 

Literature.— This Is for the most part in Russian. See 

Scrivener's Introduction, ii. 157 ff. ; Church Quarterly Retrieve, 
Oct 1805, and the literature there referred to. Nestle. Urtext, 
etc., p. 211 ff., should also be consulted. There are numerous 
articles dealing with details of this subject in the Archivjut 
Slavitche Philologie. LL. J. M. BEBB. 

YERSIONS, GREEK (other than the LXX).— It 
would seem from what has come down to us that 
many persons took in hand to make translations, 
if not of the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures, yet 
certainly of some books, and, as was natural, 
particularly of the Psalms. But, unfortunately, 
little remains except detached fragments. The 
longest passages of a continuous text still extant 
and already published are two passages from 1, 2 
(3, 4) Kings (21 [23] 7 " 17 23"-") and one from 1 (3) 
Kings (14°-*), all attributed to Aquila. The former 
have been edited by F. C. Burkitt, the latter is 
quoted in its due order in Field's Hcxapla. 
Unfortunately, very few fragments of Origen's 
Hcxapla in its original form Jiave been found ; a 
considerable portion of the Psalter is, however, 
shortly to be edited by Dr. Mercati of the Vatican 
from a palimpsest in the Ambrosian Library at 
Milan. It is much to be wished that, amongst 
the treasures still perhaps remaining to be un- 
earthed in Egypt and elsewhere, a copy of at least 
some portions of Origen's work might be dis- 
covered. For the present we are indebted for the 
most part to the marginal notes of Septuagintal 
MSS for the fragments which we do possess, the 
chief editors of which have been Montfaucon and 
Field. Fresh fragments are, however, being con- 

• Church Quarterly Review, I.e. pp. 219, 220. 
Mb. cii. p. 38Sf. 
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stantly brought to light. A number are to be 
found in the third volume of Pitra's Analeeta 
Sacra, and also in the 3rd volume of Swete's OT in 
Greek. The last fragments which have been pub- 
lished are the greater part of two verses of Gn 1, 
which is to be found in part i. of Grenfell and 
Hunt's Amherst Greek Papyri, and a fragment of 
Ps 21 (22) in Dr. Taylor's Cairo Genizah Palimp- 
sests (Cambridge Press). 

Considerable difficulties beset the student in his considera- 
tion of those fragments that still remain. (1) In various HSS 
the same words are ascribed in one case to one translator, in 
another to another ; whilst in other cases, and sometimes very 
questionably, the same translation is attributed to all in 
common. (2) Owing to Origeo's well-meant but unfortunate 
editing of the text of the LXX, and the lose of or confusion in 
the diacritical marks which he inserted in his text ; and owing 
also to the various other recensions and re-editings which the text 
of the Septuagint has suffered from, we are quite in the dark as 
to how much of these other Greek versions may be embedded in 
our present Greek texts of the LXX. To take an instance. If 
with our present limited sources of information we examine the 
two chapters of the Book of Judges which relate the history 
of Deborah, and compare the Vatican text of the Cambridge 
edition with the fragments printed by Field, we shall And at 
least thirteen expressions (4" (two) ^ 14. is.il. as [three] 
• (two)) attributed to versions other than the Septuagint. This 
may perhaps be an extreme case, taken as it is from a book in 
which the forms of the text vary so much, and as to which ques- 
tions may be raised concerning the date of the specisl text, but 
it will at any rate serve as an illustration of bow complicated 
the phenomena of the present Greek texts of the OT ore. In 
other cases, where a double or even triple rendering of the 
Hebrew occurs, we shall probably not go wrong in assigning, 
at least in some cases, one or more of these alternative transla- 
tions to other versions than the LXX. 

Origen's great work itself seems to have taken various forms 
besides the most prevalent Hexaplaric one. We find mention 
of (a) a Tetrapla, containing the four Greek versions ; (6) a 
Pnttapia of doubtful content ; (e, d) a Heptapla and an Oetapla, 
which apparently contained the fifth and sixth anonymous 
Greek versions. Specimens of the way in which these were 
respectively arranged are to be found in Field's Prolegomena 
(pp. xiv, xv); while Mercati gives an actual extract from a 
Hexapla MS in his ' Un palimpeesto Ambrosiano' in Atti di R. 
Aceademia di Scienza di Torino, April 10. 1896 (see also Taylor's 
fragment of Ps 21 (22) from the Cairo Palimpsest, printed on p. 
444 of the present volume). 

We pass to the separate translations and their 
authors. 

(1) Aquila's Version. — There seems to be no 
good reason for doubting that this was certainly 
the oldest of these Greek versions. It most prob- 
ably had its origin in a desire for a faithful and 
literal translation of the OT by an orthodox person 
holding the Jewish faith. The name Aquila is one 
familiar to us in the pages of the NT. The Aquila 
of our present notice, like his Scripture namesake, 
was a native of Pontus, and is said to have 
belonged to Sinope. He is called a proselyte, and 
the story goes that he made his translation in the 
reign of Hadrian (c. 130 A. D.) after the return of 
the Christians from Pella to that city. He is said 
to have been a pupil of the famous Rabbi Akiba. 
Attempts have been made to identify him with 
the Onkelos of the Targum of Onkelos, but they 
have not at present met with general acceptance. 

In translating the OT, Aquila seems to have 
approached his task from the point of view of an 
orthodox Jew holding the plenary inspiration of 
every ' jot and tittle.' Accordingly, his aim was so 
to translate that for every Hebrew word or particle 
there should always be an equivalent. The results 
of his method sometimes become grotesque. Thus 
having translated oi by the Greek icalye, when the 
conjunction is prefixed to oj and the word becomes 
03i, Aquila translates Kal icalye. The particle n* 
being identical with the preposition n» is also 
translated ofo, so that we have such an extra- 
ordinary solecism as rfr followed by the accusa- 
tive case. 

How far Aquila is controversial against the 
Christians in any of his renderings is a matter of 
dispute. Tregelles considers this to be proved 
against him, whilst Field absolves him. The only 
passage which really seems to support Tregelles' 
vol. iv.— ss 



view is Aquila's translation of Is 7", where for the 
irapOiros of the LXX he substitutes ream, a much 
less definite word than -rapBivm — a translation 
which would have the support of many modern 
Christian critics. 

His translation shows few traces of any readings 
differing from the unpointed Hebrew text now in 
existence. In a few cases his division of Hebrew 
words is not the same. His vocalization, how- 
ever, differs in a considerable number of instances 
from the Massoretes. As between Kere and 
Kethibh, he more often follows K6r€. It is to be 
noted also that he, together with Symmachus, 
follows the euphemism of the Hebrew margin in 
Is 36 ,s . In his choice of words to represent the 
Hebrew, Aquila goes far afield. He attempts to 
indicate the literal meaning of words by correspond- 
ing Greek words, e.g. i*wn\iMvi$ta>. He draws, as 
other Greek writers of the period do, a certain 
portion of his vocabulary from the old Greek epic 
poetry. He also uses Greek words of similar 
sound to the Hebrew, instead of actually trans- 
literating. He transliterates the tetragrammaton 
by the archaic form of the four Hebrew letters, 
a form which appears in Hexaplaric Greek MSS 
as Him (PIP I). 

There would seem to have been two editions 
of Aquila's translation. In a few cases he may 
have altered his mind about the true reading of 
the Hebrew. Thus in Ps 89 10 he appears to have 
read at first trm, afterwards vn. 

Specimens of passages in which the Latin Bible 
has been influenced by Aquila's version are to be 
found in Field's Introduction (p. xxiv). 

For the longer story told by Epiphanius concerning Aquila, 
his relationship to Hadrian, and hut conversion to Christianity, 
which he afterwards exchanged for Judaism, Epiphanius is our 
authority (de Mens, et Pond. 14), but it seems a very improb- 
able tale, due perhaps in part to the view taken by Epiphanius 
of his translation. It is also to be found in the new * Dialogue 
between Timothy and Aquila,' edited by F. C. Conybeare in 
Aneedota Oxonientia (Class, ser. pt. viii.). 

(2) Symmachus' Version. — The tr. of Symmachus 
occupied in the Hexapla the next column to that 
of Aquila. According to Epiphanius (dc Mens, ct 
Pond. 16), he was a Samaritan who turned Jew and 
then translated the OT Scriptures into Greek as a 
means of refuting the Samaritan errors. Accord- 
ing to Eusebius (HE vi. 17) he was an Ebionite, 
and wrote a commentary on St. Matthew's Gospel. 
It is worthy of note, however, that, in the early 
chapters of Genesis, Symmachus seems to have 
followed the Samaritan chronology. The chief 
object of his version is to give a readable tr. of 
the Hebrew. To effect this he paraphrases Hebrew 
with Greek idioms, e.g. he replaces the Mpes 
aindruv of the LXX by'dVftpet fuauporoi (Ps 25 [26J 9 
54 [55]* 138 [139]"). He does not consider it neces- 
sary always to render the same Hebrew word by 
the same Greek word. In places his translation 
becomes more of a paraphrase. He constantly 
gives translations of proper names: thus Ararat 
becomes Armenia. The influence of Symmachus, 
as of Aquila, is to be found in the Vulgate. In a 
few places mention is made of a second edition 
of this translation, but they are so few that little 
certainty exists that there actually was one. 
Like Aquila, Symmachus oscillates between Kiri 
and Kithibh, and very seldom deviates from' the 
consonantal part of the MT. Like the LXX, he 
explains away the bare anthropomorphic state- 
ment of the Hebrew, see, e.g., Ex 24 10 Heb. 'they 
saw the God of Israel' (Aq. elSop rbv dtby'lapa^X), 
for which LXX substitutes tlbov rbv rbtrov oh 
tUrHiKU 6 Oebt rod 'I., and Symmachus ttSor bod/ian 
rbt> Bebv 'I. There is no reason why this Sym- 
machus should be identified with the one men- 
tioned in the Talmud (Bab. Erulrin, 136). The 
date of the translation is quite uncertain, but it is 
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probably to be assigned to the latter half of the 
2nd cent. A.D. It shows an acquaintance with 
Aquila, but is thoroughly independent of it. 

(8)' Thtodotioris Version. — Theodotion was of 
Pontus, according to Epiphanius {de Mens, et Pond. 
17), and a follower ot Marcion of Sin ope, and 
afterwards became a Jewish proselyte. Irenseus 
also calls him a proselyte {adv. Har. iii. 24), but 
describes him as an Ephesian. Jerome says that 
some called him an Ebionite, others a Jew. 

His version has more of t he character of a revision 
of the LXX than of an independent translation. 
So valuable was it held that in some cases, notably 
in the Book of Daniel, of which we possess the 
LXX version in only one copy (cod. 87), Theo- 
dotion's version supplanted the LXX. He in- 
cluded in his work the apocryphal parts of Daniel, 
the addition at the end of Job, the Bk. of Baruch, 
and the sections of Jeremiah which the LXX 
omits. He indulges more freely in the translitera- 
tion of Hebrew words than the other translators, 
though occasionally he finds himself able to give 
translations where the others fail. 

His translation was probably made about A.D. 
185. Traces of a Greek version of Daniel very 
like that of Theodotion go back as far as the NT.* 
This would lead us to imagine that just as we still 
have traces in other books of the OT of two Greek 
versions existing side by side, e.g. in Judges and 
still more in the Books of Esdras, so it is quite 

Sossible that there may have been two versions of 
•aniel and of some other books — a literal trans- 
lation, and one which had more of the nature of 
a paraphrastic commentary. 

(4) In addition to these translations there 
were at least three anonymous versions of at any 
rate parts of the Scriptures, known respectively 
as the Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh. According to 
Eusebius {HE vi. 16), Origen obtained the Fifth 
from Nicopolis near Actium. Epiphanius (rf« Mens, 
et Pond. 18), however, says that it was found 
hidden away in jars at Jericho, and assigns the 
Sixth version to Nicopolis. If we can depend upon 
the quotation of the Sixth version of Hab 3 13 , the 
tr. must have been paraphrastic and made by a 
Christian. As to the Seventh translation, and 
even the certainty of its existence at all, there is 
much doubt. These three versions are most fre- 
quently quoted in the Psalms. 

(5) The Grteco-Venetan tr., a very late Jewish 
production, of which only one MS exists, need 
only just be mentioned. It does not include the 
whole of the OT. The best edition is that of 
Gebhardt (Leipzig, 1875). 

For further information concerning the Ilexajtla 
and these versions see art. Skptuagint. 

Literature.— Montfaucon, Origenis Hexaplorum qua super- 
sunt (1723) ; Field, Origeni* Hexaplorum qua super eunt (1875) ; 
Salmon, Introd. to AT (last edition) ; Swete, Introd. to OT 
in Greek (1900). For Aquila (fragments), Anger, de Onkelo 
Chaldaico ; Burkitt, Fragment* of Aquila ; Taylor, ' Fragments' 
in Saying* of the Jewish Fathers 8 (1897), and Fragments of Pb. 
xxii. (1900), art. ' Hexapla ' in Diet, of Christian Biography. 
For Symmachus and Theodotion see artt. ».ro. in IHct. of 
Christ. Biog. by Dr. Gwynn. H. A. REDPATH. 

VERSIONS.— In addition to the Versions treated 
in the preceding three articles, the following are 
dealt with in the present work under their respec- 
tive titles: Arabic Versions, Armenian Ver- 
sion, Egyptian Versions, Ethiopic Version, 
Latin Versions (The Old), Septuagint, Syriac 
Versions, Vulgate. 

YERY is still used as an adj. freely enough, 
but either intensively or to mark identity. The 
sense of 'true' (Lat. vcrax, through late Lat. 

• For traces of a version of other books than Daniel similar to 
'hat of Theodotion see Swete's Introd. p. 48, n. 3. 



veracus and Old Fr. verai), or * real ' is no longer 
in use. We find this sense in AV Gn 27 s1 - '* 'Art 
thou my very son Esau ? ' ; Ps 5' ' Their inward 
part is very wickedness ' ; Pr 17* ' He that re- 
peateth a matter separateth very (RV 'chief') 
iriends' ; Jn 7 s8 'Do the rulers know indeed that 
this is the very Christ ? ' ; Ac 9" ' proving that 
this is very Christ' (RV 'the Christ'). This ose 
of 'very' is common in Wyclif, as Jn (j 3 *-**- 8 * 
' my fleisch is verri mete, and my blood is verri 
drynke ' ; 15 l 'I am a verri vyne ' ; 17 s ' This is 
everlastynge liif, that thei knowe thee verri God 
aloone ' ; .so Tind. ' that they myght knowe the 
that only very God.' So Erasmus, Vrede, 76, * It was 
no very deathe'; Elyot, Governour, ii. 161, 'Seneca 
saieth that very friendship is induced neither with 
hope ne with rewarde.' Sometimes the adj. with 
this sense has to be carefully distinguished from 
the adverb. Thus Udall's Erasmus' NT, ii. 280, 
' Jesus Christ ... is now already come, having 
receyved a very humayne body ' ; and Tindale, 
Expos. 230, ' Where faith is, there must the very 
good works follow.' Hall {Works, ii. 151) uses 
the compar. in the same sense, 'Surely they 
were not veryer lepers than we?' 

J. Hastings. 
YEX, YEXATI0N.— These Eng. words, as used 
in AV, express much more than petty annoyance. 
The following quotations will illustrate their 
force : Vex — Lk 8* Tind. ' Master, the people 
thrust the and vexe (dxo0\£/9owri, Gen. * tread on,' 
AV 'press') the, and sayest thou, who touched 
me ? ' ; IS 28 21 Cov. ' And the woman went in to 
Saul, and sawe that he was sore vexed* (AV ' sore 
troubled ') ; Mt 9 s8 Rhem. ' And seing the multi- 
tudes, he pitied them because they were vexed' 
{fyrav iK\e\vp.ivoi, AV 'fainted'; edd. l/o-ar cckvX- 
litroi, RV ' were distressed ') ; Elyot, Governour, 
ii. 95, 'The first or chiefe porcion of justice (as 
Tulli saieth) is to indomage no man, onelas thou 
be wrongfully vexed ' (Lat. nisi lacessitus injuria) ; 
Shaks. Lear, ill. iv. 62, ' Do poor Tom some charity, 
whom the foul fiend vexes.' Vexation — Shaks. 
Mids. Night's Dream, IV. i. 74— 

'Think no more of this night's accidents 
But as the fierce vexation of a dream ' ; 

Webster, White Devil, v. 2— 

'There's nothing of so infinite vexation 
As man's own thoughts.' 

But the force of the words in AV can be best seen by examin- 
ing the original words so translated. In OT sixteen verbs (and 
one subst) are translated ' vex.' These ore— 1. [Bdhal] (Ps 2* 
©»• *• 1"), which in Piel (Ps 2») is usually translated in AV ' trouble.' 
but means ' dismay ' or ' terrify ' ; in Niph. (Ps 6*- *■ 10 ) * be dis- 
turbed,' 'dismayed.' In his Far. Psalt. Driver has uniformly 
'dismay 'or 'be dismayed.' 2. [Ddhak] (Jgi 1 *), elsewhere only Jl 
2 s of the crowding, thrusting of locusts, but common in Arantaic 
3. llamam (2 Ch 160), to make a noise, and so 4 discomfit,' 
' distress,' as in Ex 14 2 *, where ' the Lord troubled (RV - dis- 
comfited') the host of the Egyptians.' 4. Zua' (Hab 27). to 
tremble (as an old man shakes, Ec 12*): here it is Pilp., and 
Davidson translates ' shall violently shake thee ' ; it is used 
figuratively of the foes of Babylon as the instruments of 
Jehovah's judgments. 5. ( Ydgah] (Job 19 2 ) in Hiph. means to 
cause grief, Davidson ' afflict,' who adds, ' the words suggest tha 
crushing effect which the friends' insinuations of wickedness 
had on Job's spirit.' 6. f Yandh] (Ex 2?" RV ' wrong ' ; Lv 19" 
RV * do wrong ' ; Elk 22? RV ' wrong '») = ' oppress,' ' maltreat,' 
esp. the stranger (see Ger| or the poor by the wealthy and 
powerful. 7. ha' as (Ezk 82") in Hiph. = ' provoke,' as Peninnah 
provoked Hannah (1 8 l 7 ), but esp. used of provoking Jehovah 
to anger. 8. Mdrar[ Job 2T*) in Oal ' to be bitter,' as 2 K 4» 
' her soul, it is bitter to her ' : here Hiph. = ' embitter,' ' Shaddai 
who hath embittered my soul' (Oxf. Heb. Lex.). Cf. Ru 1* 
•The Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with me." 9. i'Azabh] 
(Is 68 10 RV ' grieve ') in Piel = ' cause pain.' 10. T.arar (Lv IS", 
Nu 2517- 1» 3*», 2 8 182, i 8 n", Neh fry This verb is to press 
(perhaps lit. in Lv IS 18 though RV ' to be a rival '\ press 
together, then fig. to oppress, persecute. In Neh 9 s * (Hiph.) to 
afflict (RV ' distress ') on the part ot enemies. 11. [KHz] (Is 7*)= 
fear, herein Hiph. = put in fear, of a city bv besieging"! t. Cf. 1 Mac 
15". 12. [ KAz«r\ <Jg 18'«). lit. ' l>e short," here of one's spirit, i.e. 
to have one's patience exhausted. AV and RV ' His soul was 
vexed unto death,' Gen. ' HiB soul wospeined unto the death.' 
U. lid' a (Nu 21)16) „ Hiph. to 'do evil/ to 'evil entreat' (so RV 
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here, as AV In Ex Dt 26«, Amer. RV 'deal ill with 'X 14. 
VI "W d * aA m ' ( 2S 12")= 'do evil," AVm 'do hart,' here to 
oneself by grief. 15. R<f az (Jg 10*)— ' They vexed and oppressed 
the children of Israel,' Moore ' they broke and crushed.' It is 
. the same verb that in Jg O 33 is translated ' and all to brake his 
skull.' 16. Hatha (1 8 14*. X lit. 'be wicked' ; here Hiph. = ' de- 
clare wicked,' ' condemn,' ' punish,' if the text is correct, which is 
doubtful, see Driver's note. Amer. RV ' put them to the worse." 

The aubst. mihumah, ' vexation,' is translated by the verb in 
Ezk 22» AV 'much vexed,' RV 'full of tumult.' Besides 
mihumah (Dt 28*0, 2 Ch 158), < vexation ' is the tr. of (2) zfmXah 
(Is 28 ») ; (3) iheber (Is 65") ; (4) rfuth (Ec 1" 2"- "• * 4«- « 6»X 
and (5) rdyon (Ec 1" 2» ■>•». RV gives for (1) 'discomfiture' 
in Dt 28*, retaining ' vexation ' in 2 Ch 15» ; for (2) 'terror' ; 
for (3) it retains ' vexation ' ; for (4) and (ft) gives ' striving.' 

In Apocr. and NT we find thirteen different Or. words ren- 
dered in A V by the verb to vex (' vexation ' does not occurX 
1. (2 V 2<*X which is tr. 'torment' elsewhere except Mt 

142* ('tossed,' RV ' distressed 'X Mk 0« ('toiling,' RV 'dis- 
tressed 'X Rev 12< (• pained,' RV ' in pain '). The verb means 
originally to test metals by the touchstone (£*»•«►«). 2. 
Ituft—fopmi : Mt 15& q Bvymrr.f fuv mcuurt tmiutt-Zinu, ' ray 
daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.' The verb means 
to be possessed by a demon. 3. hmimi Wis 17 16 rip*™ 
iiXmintn futrmr/Mm, 'were vexed with monstrous appari- 
tions,' RV ' haunted ' : in 16 18 the same word is tr. ' persecuted,* 
RV 'chased.' 4. BX&m : 1 Mac 16" ' he vexed the city by land 
and by sea.' Cf. Mt 7 14 TiaXipuim n Hit n mriy4vr* us rt,t 
C»n», lit. 'a compressed (hemmed in, straitened) way is that 
which leads to life.' 5. ~uu„ : 2 Mac 5», Ac 12» RV, in both 
' afflict.' The word means to do harm (•»<•) to, as Ac 18 10 ' No 
man shall set on thee to hurt (RV ' harm ') thee.' 6. <•»!»>• : 
2P 27, lit. 'to exhaust with labour' (nm). Found also in 
Ac 7** ev 'oppress.' 7. X*ri* ; Bar 2 18 ' the soul that is greatly 
vexed,' Xvrwuim, lit. 'grieved,' 'made sorrowful.' 8. *x^-: 
Lk 6'8, Ac 5", both ' vexed with evil spirits.' In Luke edd. read 
i»z**Cun«, RV 'troubled.' The word means lit. to rouse a 
mob (°z>.«) against one. The same verb is used in To 6' of ' a 
devil or evil spirit' troubling one. 8. rmpryiZ*: 8ir 4 s mapiimt 
r« W irwm., 'a heart that is vexed' (RV ' provoked,' as AV in 
Ro 1019, Eph 6*X 10. raex- '. Mt 17" ««m r«r%u, ' he is sore 
vexed'; RV 'suffereth grievously.' 11. m^rwtu: 8ir 41» *(l 

S«i»«rj, umXh nu ... ru wi/imfUtu rifi r«»T*», ' to him that is 

vexed with (RV 'distracted about") all things.' In NT the verb 
occurs only Lk 1040 'Martha was cumbered (RVm 'distracted') 
about much serving.' 12. rmpam : 1 Mac 3°, RV ' trouble,' as 
the word is often tr. In AV in the Gospels and IPS". In the 
Hcnlioil phrase («' trnfirrnrt; rit Xmit) in 1 Mac 7 s9 the word is 
tr. ' troubled.' 13. r^x,fuu : Wis 11", RV ' distress' ; elsewhere 
in Bibl. Greek only 141', AV 'afflicted,' RV 'worn.' 

J. Hastings. 

YILE.— ' There are many places in the Bible in 
which vile is not meant to convey the idea which 
it now possesses of what is physically and morally 
detestable, but has simply the force of the Latin 
vilis, properly cheap, and then common, lightly 
esteemed, or at most looked down, upon. This, no 
doubt, is the sense which the Translators of 1611 
intended to express in Ph 3" ; for the Greek is 
rarelfufftt, lowliness, low estate — as it is rendered 
in the Magnificat, "the lowliness, or low estate, of 
his handmaiden"; and the contrast is simply be- 
tween the lowly earthly body which we at present 
bear, and the future glorified body which has been 
made like unto the risen body of Christ.' — Driver 
in Expos. Times, Jan. 1902, xiii. 167. 

This earlier meaning of ' vile ' is seen in Erasmus, 
Crede, 106, 1 He whome thou despysest as vyle 
borne, is thy brother' ; p. 137, 'Thou being proude 
of the palace, doste mocke and skorne the vyle 
and homelye cotage of the pore man'; Udall, 
Erasmus 1 NT, ii. 29, * The heavenly father dooeth 
garnishe and clothe so freshely the vile grasse, 
which Bhortely shall perishe ; Ridley, Brefe 
Declaration, 122, ' The crafte either of fyshyng, 
whiche was Peter's; or of makynge of tentes, 
which was Paules, were more vile then the science 
of phisicke [which was Luke's].' But the word had 
already a stronger meaning than this. Thus 
Preface to AV, ' Ebionites, that is, most vile 
heretikes' ; Golding, Calvin's Job, 582, «Thou vile 
toade.' 

The examples of ' vile ' in AV may be classified thus — 

1. Common, paltry, of rmaU account, Ps 12P (Zulluth) ; Jer 151*, 
Lai!' ([zalalQ; Jer 28" (ihSar); Wis ll>»(itmAr,f , RV ' wretched 'X 
1314 (drA».t, RV ' paltry ') ; Ph 3" («.»* W,j ) ; Ja 22 

2. Dtspieable, contemptible (with moral reprobation), Dt 253 
Ikaldh) ; 1 8 3«, 2 8 622, j b 40* (RV correctly ' of small account '), 
Nan l'«(all kdlal); 18 lb» (Inimibzah] nibzah); Dn 1121 (bAzah). 

8. Shameful, abominable (with religious as well as moral 



reprobation, almost equivalent to impiotu, see Fool), 2 8 11 
(oa'al); Job 18» (tdmah) ; Wis 4>« (kt./ut) ; 2 Mac 15» Itumpit) ; 

Ro 12« (inftlu). 

AV mistranslates Job SO* : render as RV "They are scourged 
out of the land' (the verb is India'], to smite). 

J. Hastings. 

VILLAGE.— The earliest Oriental village prob- 
ably arose in the transition from nomadic to 
settled life. Interests centring in a particular 
locality called for more constant residence ; and in 
course of time the tent, best suited to the moving 
life, would give place to the hut or house, the 
encampment to the village. The name rtrj (Irat/Xm ) 
in tk; n*rj (Ifaxrvoth-jair, Nu 32" etc.), applied to 
smaller towns or villages, agrees with this idea. 
Abulw. connects it with Arab, hayy, 'tents of a 
clan ' (cf. Arab. hiwoV, ' group of tents '). The term, 
which formerly denoted the temporary dwellings, 
would naturally be applied to the more permanent 
settlements (Moore, Judges, p. 274 ; \V. R. Smith, 
US 3 p. 281). The common word for village, 
(?raiAu), primarily 'an enclosure,' is sometimes 
used for the open dwellings of the nomads (Gn 25 16 , 
Is 42"). I?? (Kibnv, Ca 7", 1 Ch 27* n T Neh 6*. 
ijs 1 S 6 18 ), ' a hamlet ' or ' village,' appeared in 
Palestine with the advent of Aramaic, and still 
persists in such place-names as Kefr Kennah, 
Kefr Sabt, etc. Other words are [twiffrtit, 
Hab 3" RV 'warrior,' RVm 'hordes' or 'villages'); 
prj? (Sv»ar6t, Jg 5 7 - 11 RV « ruler,' RVm ' village'); 
rirw (Est 9'» LXX to> rd*g x *P<f rjj t(u, EV 'un- 
walled towns'; Ezk 38" irl yrjv ireppt^rjv, EV 
'un walled towns,' RVm 'an open country'; Zee 
2*t 8 ' ttiTOKdprw!, AV 'as villages without walls,' 
RV 'as towns without walls ), which seems to 
denote the places in open, level country, as dis- 
tinguished from fortihed cities (cf. Arab, farz, 
'plain') ; cf. T}?= peasantry, 1 S 6 18 , Dt 3 s , Est 9 W . 

The distinction between city (vy or poet, nnp) 
and village is carefully observed throughout the 
OT. The city was an inhabited, walled place ; 
the village, not so protected, was probably always 
subordinate to the city. _ This relation of de- 
pendence appears to be indicated by tire term 
' daughters/ e.g. r^nty-nfl njp-n^t (Nu 32**, cf. Jos 17" 
etc.), by the phrase 'the cities and their villages,' 
KHjFOl DTSRJ (Jos 13 s * etc.), and is implied in the 
designation 'a mother in Israel,' applied to the 
chief town of a district (2 S 20'*). This subordina- 
tion was maintained in later times (1 Mac 5" H>i» 
Iffy> xal rat Oiryartpas airrrjs, cf. 5 M ). While the city 
was the chief seat of authority in a district, the 
smaller towns and villages seem to have been de- 
pendent on the larger. On the E. of Jordan, and 
especially in Trachonitis, u-firpoKuuiai are frequently 
met with, that is, villages holding a position 
corresponding to that of a capital town. Thus 
Phsena, the modern Musmiyeh, is called firfrpoKuula 
rod Tpdxuwoi (CIG 4551). In NT and Josephus the 
ideas of w6Xts and kuhv are uniformly distinguished ; 
but in the Greek period the point of distinction 
came to be, not so much size or fortification as 
constitution and law, which differed in city and 
village. St. Mark, who notes the numerous towns 
and villages in fertile Galilee, mentions (l :s8 ) ku/xo- 
xoXetj, a word used by Strabo and Byzantine 
writers, denoting towns which for size might be 
called xo\e«t, but in constitution ranked only as 
K&fiai. Job. (BJ III. iii. 2) speaks of many villages 
in Galilee, the smallest of which contained 15,000 
inhabitants. If we are to credit these figures, 
Kui/A-q must l>e taken to include the surrounding 
district and suburbs. The Mishna distinguishes 
(1) T3? 'a large citv'; (2) ry 'a city'; and (3) is? 
'a village' (Megilla i. 1, ii. 3; Kethitboth xiii. 
10 ; Kitldiishin ii. 3 ; Baba mezia iv. 6, viii. 6 ; 
Arachin vi. 5). The first and second differed only 
in size. While t?? = ' a fortified city,' small towns 
were often similarly protected (tvfhn ry, Arachin 



Digitized by 



Google 



868 VINE, VINEYARD 



VINE, VINEYARD 



ix. 3 ff. ; Kelim i. 7), 199 being the open village 
(Schiirer, HJP II. i. 154 ff.). 

Villages in Palestine to-day are related in the 
same way to the towns. Thus el-Mejdel, JJat(tn, 
el-Lubiyek, etc., are under the jurisdiction of 
Tiberias. All actions, civil and criminal, and all 
matters affecting taxation and military service, 
come before the authorities in that town. The 
sheikh, or chief man, exercises considerable in- 
fluence among the inhabitants, and with him, in 
the first instance, the authorities treat in all that 
concerns his community. 

The villages are tne centres of agricultural 
industry. The surrounding land is frequently 
common property. All share in its cultivation. 
When deductions have been made for taxes, etc., 
the produce is divided according to local arrange- 
ment. In other cases the villagers till the soil for 
a landlord or company, and then a certain per- 
centage of the crops is allowed them in payment. 

Nearly all the villages in Palestine are of ancient 
date. They often stand on the sites, and are built 
from the ruins, of cities not seldom great and 
splendid in the past. There is something both 
grotesque and pathetic in the appearance of 
Corinthian capital and sculptured stone in the 
walls of mud-plastered huts. Positions difficult of 
access are much prized for defence against maraud- 
ing bands. There are, of course, no scattered 
dwellings or solitary farm-steadings, which would 
be too easy a prey to plunderers. 

The village life is mean and squalid. The houses 
as a rule are of but one apartment, in which, along 
with the family, their animals find nightly shelter. 
Sanitation is unknown, and the villages are hot- 
beds of fever. In some it is ascribed to an inter- 
vention of Allah when a child survives infancy. 
Oppressed by rapacious tax-gatherers backed by a 
brutal soldiery, often loaded with debt they can 
never hope to pay, — interest on which is a first 
charge upon their yearly pittance,— the spirit is 
crushed, and there is little inducement to work 
for improvements the fruits of which would in- 
fallibly be seized by others. They put little into 
the soil ; their houses are frail ; their furniture 
scanty ; they live practically ' from hand to 
mouth,' and bear themselves like men who may 
at any moment receive notice to quit. 

The villagers in Palestine mostly rank as 
Moslems, orthodox or heretical ; but there is 
much obscurity as to their real religions senti- 
ments and practices. Usually a mak&m, the tomb 
or sanctuary of some saint or famous sheikh, 
stands near by or on a neighbouring hill. It 
serves as a kind of village strong-room. Although 
it is quite open, no one dreams of removing what 
has been placed there for safety. A common 
responsibility for hospitality is also recognized. 
In every village there is the menzil or meddfy, 
'village guest-house,' where all strangers are 
welcome. The sheikh acts as 'host,' but the 
villagers contribute each his share towards the 
entertainment of the guests. W. EwiNO. 

YINE, YINEYARD.— Three Heb. words are tr. 
in EV 'vine.' 1. f?a gephen, Arab. jafn. This 
always refers to grape-bearing vines, except 2 K 
4 M , where fnjp J93 the ' vine of the fields,' AV and 
RV ' wild-vine,' refers to a wild gourd-vine, prob. 
colocynth, and perhaps Dt 32?', where Dip ;*3 ' the 
vine of Sodom ' may denote a grape-vine, or some 
other plant (see ' vine of Sodom, below). 2. pi* 
s6rek (Is 5* 'choicest vine'), piib (Jer 2" 'noble 
vino '), .13787 s6rrkah (Gn 49 u ' choice vine '), used of 
a superior kind, producing dark-coloured grapes, 
with soft seeds or none. It is called in Arab. 
tfirilc. 3. tij nazir (Lv 25 8 - 11 AV ' vine undressed,' 
m. ' separation,' RV ' undressed vine '), fig. for un- 



pruned vine, named nazir from its resemblance to 
the Nazirite, whose hair was uncut and unshaven. 

The vine is one of the most important plants 
mentioned in the Bible and cultivated in the East. 
Noah planted a vineyard (Gn 9*°). The chief butler 
saw a vine in his dream (Gn 40*). Judah is repre- 
sented as binding his ass to a vine (Gn 49"), an 
allusion to the luxury in which he would live. 
Living under one's own vine and fig tree (1 K 4 s , 
Mic 4*) was an emblem of peace. The languishing 
of the vine (Is 16 8 etc.) was an emblem of destruc- 
tion and desolation. Palestine was a land of vines 
(Dt 8 8 ). They were planted on mountains (Jer 
31"). They flourish best there at the present day. 
The NAZIRITE, as being under a religions vow, 
was to 'eat nothing that is made of the grape- 
vine, from the kernels even to the husk ' (Nu t> 4 ). 
Manoah's wife, as the future mother of a Nazirite, 
was also forbidden for a time to eat or drink cf 
the fruit of the vine (Jg 13"). The vine is fre- 
quently associated with the fig (Ps 105**, Jer 8 U , 
Hab 3", Ja 3" etc.). Christ calls Himself the true 
vine (Jn 15 1 * 8 ). There are several other figurative 
allusions to the vine and vineyard. Israel was a 
vine brought out of Egypt (Ps 80*-", Is 5'" 6 ). The 
fruitful wife was compared to the vine (Ps 128*). 
The remnant of Israel was to be gleaned as a 
vine (Jer 6"). Samaria was to be as plantings of 
a vine (Mic I s ). Beth-haccherem, 'the house of 
the vine' (Neh 3 14 , Jer 6 1 ), Abel-cheramim, 'the 
meadow of vineyards' (Jg 11 s3 ), were named from 
kerem=' vine.' 

The vine is cultivated in a variety of ways. 
Sometimes it is trained over a trellis, or made to 
climb a tree (Ezk 19 11 )- In this way a man sat 
under his vine (1 K 4 s8 etc.). Sometimes it is trained 
over props about the height of a man, or a little 
higher, and the branches spread laterally, often 
forming festoons from stake to stake. But the 
more usual method is to allow the stem to trail on 
the surface of the soil, and simply to prop up the 
cluster-bearing branches by forked sticks, suffici- 
ently to keep them off the ground. The vines in 
both the latter methods of cultivation are planted 
far enough apart to allow the plough to pass be- 
tween them. They are pruned at the end of the 
fruiting season (Jn 15*), so that, during the winter, 
the vine is reduced to a trunk and a few principal 
branches. The shoots of the next spring are thus 
made more vigorous, and bear better fruit. Those 
branches which bear no fruit are diligently cut ' 
away (vv. 2 - 8 ). A whitened branch is a sign of 
withering (Jl l 7 ). The trunks of old vines often 
attain the thickness of a man's body or more. 
Vines are sometimes planted in irrigated ground 
(Ezk 19 10 ), but most of the vineyards are on dry 
hillsides, where, for 7 or 8 months they have no 
water except such as they can extract from the 
apparently arid soil. Notwithstanding this, they 
live (Ezk 19 u ). In such situations as have a moist 
subsoil of clay or marl they flourish without 
irrigation, ana produce large vintages. _ Whole 
mountain -sides are often green with vineyards, 
where one may search in vain for a spring or well. 
They are often not fenced off, so one can come 
with ease into a ' neighbour's vineyard' (Dt23**). 
To protect the vines from foxes, jackals (Ca 2" 
etc. ), and esp. from men, watchmen are stationed 
in commanding positions. In Juda-a and some 
other parts of the country round towers are built 
for the watchmen (Is 5 a , Mt 21* 3 etc.). Generally 
a shelter of boughs and leaves (Is l 8 AV 'cottage,' 
RV ' booth '), similar to the \ lodge in a garden of 
cucumbers' (see illustration in vol. i. 532*), is con- 
structed in a prominent place, from which the 
watchman can overlook the vineyard. To frighten 
away animals, a single cylindrical stone is set up, 
or several stones are placed one above another, 
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forming a pillar 3 to 4 ft. high. The top of this 
pillar is often whitewashed, so that it is conspicu- 
ous even at night. The large numbers of these 

{lillars make a marked feature in the Oriental 
andscape. Vineyards are let out (Ca 8", Mt 21 s3 ), 
or cultivated on the metairial principle on shares. 
The close association of vine and fig trees in the 
minds of the people of Palestine is shown by the 
fact that both a fig orchard and a vineyard are 
designated in Arab, by the term harm (the same 
as the Heb. onp), which primarily signifies a vine. 

Grapes. — A great variety of grapes are cultivated 
in Palestine and Syria. There is one greenish - 
white, from ^ to § in. in diameter, with sweet juicy 

{iulp ; another, olive-shaped and white, resembling 
dalaga grapes ; another, dark purple, of the sue of 
a small prune ; others similar to Black Hamburgs ; 
others with a green rind, striped with red, and a pulp 
almost as firm as that of an apple ; others nearly 
the same as the famous Zante currants; others 
closely resembling the Isabella grape ; and many 
others of divers shapes, sizes, and flavours. Several 
Heb. words are used to designate them. 1. Vis?? 
'eshkCl, which signifies a cluster, usually of grapes 
(Ts 65", Mic 7 1 ). in which case greater precision is 
sometimes given by constructing it with D'5W (Nu 
13 M ), or associating it with the same (Gn 40 ll) ), or 
constructing it with gephen (Ca 7 8 [Heb. *]). It is 



as his hand can move. The luscious fruit is crushed 
by the tongue and teeth, and swallowed with 
extraordinary rapidity. The peasants declare that, 
however many grapes they may have eaten in this 
way, in the vineyards, their appetite for their 
regular meals is in no way diminished. The 
grapes are carried home to serve as food, or spread 
out on mats to be dried into raisins, pisy $ivimvk 
(1 S 25 18 etc.), nic>Tl$ 'Oshtshpth (RV Ca 2 s , AV 
wrongly 'flagons'), or the juice expressed to be 
converted into wine or dibs. The latter is the 
juice of the grape, boiled to the consistence of 
thick treacle, and set aside to cool into a mass 
resembling in appearance candied honey. It is 
not true that this substance is anywhere used or 
known as wine. In its commercial form it is no 
more a beverage than crystallized honey, and no 
one here ever saw or heard of any one diluting it 
and using it as a drink. Much less is any such 
dilution known as wine. Baskets (Jer 6") were, 
and are still, used to gather the grapes and trans- 
port them 1 to the houses or presses. The juice is 
trodden out (Is 16 10 63', Jer 25 s0 etc. ). The presses 
were often dug out in the marly soil (Mt 21 s1 ), 
or excavated in the solid rock. Such rock vats 
are common throughout Palestine. The boiling of 
the misfdr (fresh grape juice) is done in large 
caldrons. Mis(dr is sometimes drunk. The name, 
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sometimes used of other things, as gall (mSr6r6th, 
Dt 32 s3 ), and henna (Ca 1"). 2. ajy 'enab, Arab. 
inab. This is the true word for the berry, as 
distinguished from the cluster (Gn 40 10 , Nu 13 23 ). 
Wine is ajyTi3 = blood of grapes. 3. ira boser= 
unripe grapes. The Arabs of Syria use the term 
husrum for green grapes. Boscr is tr. in AV 1 sour 
grapes' (Is 18 s Rv 'ripening grapes'), AV and 
RV 'unripe grapes' (Job 15 s3 ), A Van J RV 'sour 
grapes' (Jer 31 M , Ezk 18 2 ). The seed, ' kernel,' of 
the grape is mentioned, and its skin, ' husk ' (Nu 6 4 ). 

Yintage. — The vintage is a season of great rejoic- 
ing in the East (Is 16*°). It begins in low-lying 
districts in July. The people eat the green grapes 
(boser) even in June. They also express the acid 
juice of the same, and sweeten it, ana add water, to 
make a cooling drink. The nearly ripe but still 
acid grapes are slightly laxative, ana the grape 
cure is as well recognized here as a course of 
mineral waters in Europe or America. But when 
the grapes are quite ripe, in August or September, 
the rejoicing is complete. The people go in large 
numbers to gather the grapes, and eat them in the 
vineyards ( Jg Q 27 ). The quantity which one person 
consumes is enormous. It is curious to see a man 
with a huge bunch of grapes in his hand, held a 
little above his head, with his neck bent backward, 
and his free hand plucking the grapes, singly or 
in pairs, and tossing them into his mouth as fast 



as applied to this fresh juice, is, however, a 
popular error, as that word signifies a true fer- 
mented wine. The grape juice is never called in 
Arab, by any of the other names for wine, these 
names being applied solely to the fermented juice 
of the grape, date, or other fruit. 

Ylne of Sodom (oi$r]\i gephen SSd6m) occurs once 
(Dt 32 s *), 'their vine is as the vine of Sodom, and 
of the fields of Gomorrah ; their grapes are grapes 
of gall (r6sh), their clusters are bitter ' (mlr&rbth). 
If real plants are intended here, these must have 
been familiar to the Hebrews, and, if not peculiar 
to the Dead Sea Valley, at least so abundant there 
as to be designated by the names of the accursed 
cities. We have, as a philological guide to the 
plant intended, the term gephen, which certainly 
refers to a vine. The second member of the parallel- 
ism speaks of the fruit as ' grapes of gall ' (innebS- 
rdsh), and its clusters as bitter (lit. bitternesses). 
We are therefore to look for a vine growing so 
abundantly in the Dead Sea basin as to be attri- 
buted to Sodom and Gomorrah, and producing a 
bitter but grape-like fruit. The first embarrass- 
ment in the determination of this plant is the 
assumption that it is the same as the fruit of 
which Joseph us speaks, the so-called 'apples of 
Sodom ' (BJ IV. viii. 4), ' the ashes growing in their 
fruits, which fruits have a colour as if they were 
fit to be eaten, but if you pluck them with your 
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hands they dissolve into smoke and ashes.' This 
description would apply either to the fruit of the 
'ushr, Calotropis procera, Willd., or to that of the 
colocynth, Arab, hondol. Both of these have 
fruits, about the size of a pippin, which, when 
ripe and dry, contain a dust, which would suggest 
the 'dust and ashes' of Josephus. The 'ushr, 
however, is not a vine, but a small shrub or tree, 
and its fruit has no resemblance to the grape. 
The colocynth is a vine, but it grows over a wide 
range in Palestine besides the Dead Sea Valley, 
and its fruit also has no resemblance to a grape. 
It is like a small water-melon when green. We 
therefore, while accepting one or both these plants 
as producing the fruit alluded to by Josephus, un- 
conditionally reject them both as candidates for 
the 'vine of Sodom.' Cucumis jirophetarum, L., 
a tendril-bearing vine, growing in the Dead Sea 
Valley and southward to Sinai, and having an ovoid, 
bitter fruit, £ to j in. long, might be a candidate, 
were it not for the fact that its fruits do not grow 
in clusters. On the other hand, Solatium nigrum, 
L., and S. miniatum, Berb., and S. villosum, Lain., 
produce clusters of berries like very small grapes. 
These are called by the Arabs 'tnab-edh-dhib= 
wolf's grapes. But they are none of them vines, 
and none of them peculiar to the Dead Sea Valley. 
S. coagulans, Forsk., although peculiar to the Dead 
Sea and Jordan Valley, is not a vine, and has 
fruits like a small tomato, not like a grape. Oak 
galls cannot be intended. They are not produced 
in this valley, are not clustered, and bear no resem- 
blance to a grape. We must conclude, therefore, 
that we have as yet no evidence on which to found 
a theory as to the plant intended by the vine of 
Sodom. We (with commentators generally) think 
that the allusion is figurative, and that the quality 
of bitterness is attributed to the grape-vine of the 
enemies of Israel, as their wine is said in the follow- 
ing verse to be ' the poison of dragons, and the cruel 
venom of asps.' The selection of the vine of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, of which their vine is said to be a 
shoot, was due to the proverbial bitterness of the 
Dead Sea, a quality which may have been supposed 
to be communicated to what grew on its snores. 
We have a similar instance (Ezk 17 s " 10 ) in the 
rhapsodical riddle of the great eagle, which plucked 
oft' a topmost shoot and twigs of the cedars of 
Lebanon, and set them in a city of merchants, 
and took of the seed of the land, and set it as a 
willow-tree, and it grew and became a vine of 
low stature, and shot forth branches towards the 
furrows, that it might bear fruit. And the roots 
were pulled up, and the fruit withered. Here we 
have a combination far more intricate and unreal 
than that of the 'vine of Sodom,' to which the 
bitterness of the Dead Sea water is attributed, 
and the wine from the same, which is said to be 
serpent's venom. G. E. Post. 

YINEOAR {y$\ hdmez ; C£ot, acetum). — A sour 
liquid, mentioned 5 times in OT and 5 times in 
NT. The vinegar of Scripture is wine which has 
undergone the acetous fermentation caused by the 
presence of a ferment plant (Mycoderma aceti), 
whereby its alcohol is converted into acetic acid. 
Besides this 'vinegar of wine' there is also 
mentioned 'vinegar of strong drink' {shikar, Nu 
6 s ), which is produced by the fermentation of 
palm juice or any other saccharine fluid. Both 
these forms of drink were forbidden to the Nazir- 
ite (Nu 6»). 

This fluid was used as a relish, * without which 
we should miss many of the comforts of civilized 
life' (Pliny, xiv. 25). Into it food was dipped 
before eating (Ru 2 U ). A diluted vinegar or sour 
wine was used as a drink by the poorer classes 
(Aristoph. Achamcc, 35), and especially by sol- 
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diers. Pescennins Niger forbade his Ethiopian 
troops to drink anything else (Spartianus in Hist. 
Aug. Script, minores, ii. 180). The vessel of vinegar 
which the Roman soldiers had by them at the 
Crucifixion (Jn 19") was probably tilled with this 
drink, which was called posca. It was not re- 
garded as intoxicating (Plautus, Miles gloriosus, 
lii. 836). The Greek medical writers, Oribasiua and 
Areteeus, call it 6(vKparoy. Posca and oil are re- 
commended in veterinary medicine for wounds by 
Vegetius, iii. 48, vinegar being, as Plutarch says, 
the most cooling of fluids {Qwest, conviv. iii. 5). 
Cf. the use of wine (dtvot) and oil by the good 
Samaritan (Lk 10**) to cleanse the wounds of the 
robbers' victim. 

In the accounts of the Crucifixion given by the 
four Evangelists vinegar is mentioned, but in each 
case in a slightly different connotation. Accord- 
ing to Mt 27** (AV), the soldiers offered our Lord 
vinegar mingled with gall (RV has ' wine,' follow- 
ing KBD). This was a different drink from the 
vinegar subsequently given Him on a sponge (v.* 8 ), 
which was probably posca. Mark mentions both, but 
describes the first wine as mingled with myrrh {15° 
iffftvpnifffiifof otrof); Lk 25 u relates that the soldiers 
after He was crucified ottered Him vinegar in 
mockery. Jn 19 39 only mentions the vinegar given 
in response to His exclamation, ' I thirst.' The 
first ' wine ' of Matt, and Mark was probably in- 
tended as a narcotic, the being the equivalent 
of the Heb. word rbsh, also tr* 1 'gall,' which was 
opium (see vol. ii. p. 104). ^ This was given to those 
about to be executed, in accordance with the 
Talmudic interpretation of Pr 31", on which see 
Sanhedrin, 43. 1 ; Lightfoot, Bora: Hebraicte, ii. 
36 ; and Buxtorf s Lex Talmudica, 2131. Rosen- 
miiller conjectures that it may have been given 
rather as a stimulant to keep Jesus alive during 
the torture {Bib. Bot. 163). 

Vinegar by itself was too pungent to drink, 
hence to give vinegar to drink was part of the 
punishment of a victim, as in Ps 69* 1 ; cf. the 
in 8' is r&s jtirai t£tn in Aristoph. Batrach. 619. 
Its effects on the mouth are mentioned in Pr 10 s *, 
reminding of the description of vinegar as xorbr 
arwpbp given by Nikander {Alexipharm, 375), or 
the Acetum acerbum of Plautus {True. L 2. 83). 
For other figurative expressions of the irritation 
and acridity of vinegar see the same author in 
Rudens, iv. 2. 32 ; Pseudolus, ii. 4. 49 ; and Bacchyl. 
iii. 3. 1 ; cf . the mordax acetum of Persius, v. 86. 
In the passage in Proverbs the LXX renders the 
word by 6fx<pa£, unripe grapes, as though home? 
was here used in the sense of the Talmudic p?»n. 

The effect of vinegar on nitre (vij = natron or 
crude sodic carbonate) causing effervescence is 
mentioned in Pr 25 s0 (see vol. iii. p. 555). 

A. Macalistkr. 

YIOL.— Thus the Heb. nebhel or nebhel is ren- 
dered in AV and RV Is 14", Am 5 a 6 s , and in AV 
Is 5" (RV here ' lute'). See Music, vol. iii. p. 459", 
and Psaltery (the more usual tr. of the Heb.), 
above, p. 163 b . See also Driver, Amos, p. 234 ff., 
and Wellhausen, Psalms (PB), p. 222 ff. The 
* viol ' (from late Lat. vidula, vitula, through 
Fr. viole, violle ; cf. Anglo-Sax. fithele, a fiddle) is 
described by Chappell as a six-stringed musical 
instrument, the position of the fingers being marked 
on the finger-board by frets, as in guitars of the 
present day. But it was played with a bow, not 
with the fingers as the guitar. Violin is a dim. of 
viol, as violoncello is of violin. The violin displaced 
the viol in England in the reign of Charles II. 

J. Hastings. 

YIPER.— See Serpent. 

YIROIN (n>3, to^b, vap$ivos).— The word nSra ia 
commonly used of a virgo intacta, as in Dt 22 s , 
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2 S 13 s . It is frequently applied metaphorically, 
often with the addition of ro 'a daughter,' to a 
people, especially to Israel, originally, it would 
seem, in tne sense of not yet subdued by an enemy, 
as Is 37 w , Jer 14", La l 1 *; but sometimes to other 
nations, as to Zidon (Is 23"), Babylon (47 1 ), and 
sometimes even "where t he original intention of the 
metaphor is lost, as in Jer 31*, where the restora- 
tion of captive Israel is promised. In Is 62 s there 
is a curious mixture of metaphor. ' For as a young 
man marrieth a virgin, so shall thy sons marry 
thee.' The word is, however, once used of a young 
married woman in Jl l 8 . 

The meaning of np>» is from its comparatively 
rare use less easily determined. In Gn 24* it is 
used with reference to Rebekah, apparently in the 
sense of a virgo intacta. In Ca l 3 the same mean- 
ing is perhaps probable, but hardly necessary. In 
Ca 6 8 the meaning is quite uncertain. The women 
in the harem of Solomon, distinguished as they 
are from the wives and concubines, might or might 
not be virgins. Wo cannot, therefore, argue from 
the usage of the word the meaning intended in 
Is 7 14 ; but the whole context of the passage, as 
well as the analogy of 8 1 "*, suggests that the sign in- 
tended did not consist in anything miraculous in 
the birth itself, but in the speedy coming of the 
event, and in the symbolical name to be given 
to the child. The LXX probably understood by 
rapffivos a virgin in its strict sense, understanding, 
it would seem, that the mother of Immanuel was 
at the time a virgin — a possible interpretation of 
the words, though KVm is probably right in 
rendering * is with child and beareth.' St. Matthew, 
quoting from LXX, takes the passage as a direct 
prophecy of the birth of Christ from a virgin (see 
IMMANUEL). Such has till recent times been the 
practically universal interpretation of the passage 
by Christians. It has been very naturally disputed 
by the Jews from the time of Justin Martyr down- 
wards, and is said to have been one of the chief 
reasons for the first Gr. tr. of OT by Aquila 
[! Onkelos], (Eusebius, HE v. 8). 

There is nothing remarkable about the usage 
of ■wapOtvtn in NT, except in Rev 14 4 , where it is 
nsed of men who have kept themselves free from 
impurity. St. Paul's discussion of the topic of 

• virgins ' in 1 Co comes under Marriage 
(see vol. iii. p. 266 b ). 

For the D'>na of Dt22 18 " (EV 'tokens of vir- 
ginity '), and the Oriental custom referred to in 
that passage, see art. SoNO OF SonGS, pp. 695", 
5P« b , and cf. Driver, Deut. ad loc. 

F. H. Woods. 
YIRTUE as the translation of Siva/nt is used in 
AV in Mk 5 30 , Lk 6" 8* in the sense of power (so 
KV) or influence. In earlier Eng. it was freely 
used (after Lat. virtus, from rir, a man, therefore 
'what is manly,' 'courageous') in the sense of 

• strength ' or « power.' Thus Chapman, Odyssey s, 
xvii. 360— 

1 His double grates, and turrets, built too strong 
For force or virtue ever to expugn.' 

It is Wyclif s usual word for diva/us after the Vulg. 
virtus, as Ac 19 u 'And God dide vertues not 
smale bi the hoond of Poul ' ; He l 8 ' And berith 
alle thingis bi word of his vertu.' The same in 
the Khem. version, as Lk 9 1 ' He gave them vertue 
and power (dOva/uw «al i$owrlav, Vulg. virtutetn et 
potestatem) over al devils.' The modern meaning 
of 'virtue' was already in use in 1611, as in the 
Preface to AV, ' Solomon was greater than David, 
though not in vertue, yet in power ' ; and it is 
probable that in the above passages the word was 
retained from the earlier versions because it 
conveyed the sense of influence (supernatural in- 
fluence) to the translators' minds. Cf. Adams, 
2 Peter, 17, ' It was the brazen serpent that healed, 



not the eye that looked on it ; yet without a look- 
ing eye, there was no help to the wounded party 
by the promised virtue.' Though more generally, 
'influence' is also the meaning in Melvfil, Diary, 
15, ' He was a man of rare wesdome, judgment, 
and discretion ; and, therfor, mikle imployed in the 
trysts and efleares of the noble and gentle men of 
the oountrey, whilk distracted him fra his calling, 
binderit his vertew, and schortened his lytf.' Even 
Coverdale has the word in the sense of righteous- 
ness or goodness, Ezk 3 30 . J. Hastings. 

VISION (usually pm, dpa/ia). In early Heb. re- 
ligion the vision had its closest affinity with the 
dream, — by which probably the conception of its 
character was determined,— and the two are usually 
coupled as the ordinary sources of prophetic oracles 
(Nu 12 8 '-, Jer 23 Mr ). Its recognized psychological 
condition was an emotional excitement in which 
the person was no longer master of his own 
thoughts or will (Nu 24 2ff -, 1 S 19**-). See Trance. 
In both dream and vision what carried religious 
significance was the fact that the presentation aid 
not come through the ordinary sense channels, or 
as a product of the mind's conscious activity. On 
this account it was accepted as a revelation from 
God. When we come to the Prophets the concep- 
tion of revelation has undergone a change in cor- 
respondence with religion in general. The dream 
disappears, together with the rapt utterance ; and 
prophecy becomes an ethical intercourse of the 
mind of man with God (Is 8», Jer23*'). But, while 
there is no trace of ecstasy in the strict sense or 
its accompaniments, there are frequent allusions 
to times of extraordinary elevation of thought and 
feeling, times therefore of illumination. At such 
moments an issue becomes clear, a truth breaks on 
the mind, a resolution is formed (Is 6, Jer I s ). The 
result is sometimes presented as if it had come 
to the prophet in a manner analogous to sense 
experience, — the prophet sees, hears, questions, 
replies, — but the oroad sense in which vision is 
used makes it clear that the pictorial image was 
not the source of his knowledge or resolution, 
but rather that the truth, having taken possession 
of his mind and heart, created the vision as its 
imaginative clothing. Even a verbal message, 
with no reference to a voice or appearance, is 
spoken of as a vision (Is l 1 21 J 22 1 , Mic l 1 , Hab 2 s ). 
In Amos' vision of the basket of summer fruits the 
motive for using the visional form is evidently the 
play upon the word pp. Again, as in the intricate 
description of Ezk 1, the vision is sometimes of 
a kind that could hardly be pictorially realized. 
Although, in fact, the primitive phraseology is 
retained, — the prophet sees, hears, the hand of the 
Lord is upon him,— it is no longer used in the 
primitive sense. The vision has become a literary 
and poetical form consciously employed to embody 
and communicate truths that have become clear to 
the inner consciousness. The pre-exilic prophets 
make only sparing use of the direct visional form. 
In Ezekiel it is more common, but has lost its 
earlier imaginative spontaneity, and assumed more 
the character of an artificial construction (Ezk 
l 4 *-). It is not found in Deutero- Isaiah or in 
Haggai ; but it reappears in Zechariah, and con- 
tinues, in its most artificial form, to be employed 
by apocalyptic writers. In the NT it finds a place 
only [but cf. the use of to Spafia in Mt 17 9 ] in the 
apocalyptic book of Revelation, and in those nar- 
ratives in Acts and the earlier part of Luke that 
bear the character of popular tradition. (See 
Prophecv and the Literature there cited). 

W. Morgan. 

YOPHSI ("PH [but text dub.]; B 'laptl, A 'lapl). 
— The father of Nahbi, the Naphtalite spy, 
Nu 13". 



Digitized by 



Google 



VOW (-nj, -nj, evxt). — It was a universal custom 
in ancient religions, too natural to need explana- 
tion, for men to seek the help of the deity in times 
of peril or distress (Ps W" u ), or to secure the 
fulfilment of some much cherished hope, by pro- 
mising him some special gift that would enlist his 
own interest on their side. Or their vow might be 
less of the nature of a bargain, and more the expres- 
sion of unselfish zeal and pious devotion. It might 
also be a promise to abstain from some comfort or 
even necessary of life. Among the Hebrews all these 
types of vow are to be found : for the last the term 
t?k ' bond,' which occurs only in Nu 30, was used. 

Although we have no legislation on the subject 
in J E, the practice was very ancient. Thus Jacob 
vows at Bethel that if Elohim will be with him 
and give him bread and raiment, so that he comes 
to his father's house in peace, he will make the 
pillar a sanctuary of God, and pay tithe of all that 
He gives him (Gn 28 a M E). In the period of the 
Judges we have Jephthah's vow, that if J" delivered 
the Ammonites into his hand, he would offer as a 
burnt -offering the person who first came from his 
house to meet him (Jg 11 s0 - 11 ). Though it was his 
own daughter, the inviolable character of the vow 
in that primitive age, which had learnt none of 
the slippery shifts of casuistry, forced him to sacri- 
fice her. Hannah vowed that if J" would give her 
a son she would dedicate him to His service all the 
days of his life, and no razor should come upon his 
head (1 8 1"). It is interesting to notice that after 
the birth of Samuel, when Elkanah went for the 
yearly sacrifice to Shiloh, the writer speaks of him 
as going to offer the yearly sacrifice and bis vow, 
as if the vow were as much a matter of coarse as 
the sacrifice (v. M ). (It seems unnecessary to sup- 

PDse, with H. P. Smith, adloc., that the words ' and 
is vow ' were added by a scribe). In the period 
of the early monarchy, Absalom secured permis- 
sion to go to Hebron on pretext of a vow he had 
made, while in exile at Geshur, that he would 
worship J" if He restored him to Jerusalem (2 S 
15 7 - 8 ). The meaning of the vow is that he would 
appear before J" and, since none could appear 
before Him empty, would offer sacrifice to Him. 
Naturally, this would be offered not at Jerusalem, 
but at the Judtean sanctuary of Hebron. Each of 
these instances is a case of a vow intended to 
secure a favour, and in its essence is a commercial 
transaction. — A vow of unselfish devotion, which 
was also a vow of abstinence, is exemplified in the 
Psalmist's poetical description of David's vow that 
he would not enter his house, lie in his bed or 
suffer himself to sleep, till he had found a place 
for J" to dwell in (Ps 132 1 " 6 ). Saul's taboo on 
eating before sundown (1 S 14 84 ) was a vow of 
abstinence, imposed on others as well as himself, 
in order to secure victory by the help of J". An 
extreme form of vow is exemplified in the ban or 
vow of extermination on Arad (Nu 21 1 * 3 ) : * Israel 
vowed a vow unto the LORD,_ and said, If thou 
wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then 
I will devote their cities.' Both cities and people 
were in this case destroyed (see Cubse). 

In Deuteronomy we have little legislation on 
vows. It is insisted that what has been thus 
dedicated must be eaten at the central sanctuary 
(Dt 12 8 - "• "• M ). The hire of sacred prostitutes 
must not be brought into the sanctuary for any 
vow (Dt 23 18 ). There may have been a relaxation 
of sentiment as to the stringency of a vow, such as 
may be observed in the post-exilic period ; for the 
legislator, while insisting that there is no religious 
obligation to make a vow, enjoins that, once made, 
the pledge must be honoured under pain of Divine 
displeasure. 

In P we naturally have much fuller regulations. 
In Nu 30, which in its present form belongs to a 



late stratum, both vow and bond are declared to 
be binding when uttered by a man. But a woman 
who lives in her father's house or is married is in 
a different position. Her father or husband has a 
right of veto, provided that it is exercised at once. 
But otherwise silence gives consent, and the vow 
must be regarded as irrevocable. If at a later 
period her husband cancels it, he does so on peril 
of Divine punishment. A widow or a woman 
divorced from her husband, since she is not 
dependent on another, is bound by her vow. 
Vows and freewill - offerings must be without 
blemish (Lv 22 ,8 - u ! H) ; but while a freewill- 
offering may be made from that which has some- 
thing lacking or superfluous, this is forbidden in 
the case of a vow (v. 23 ). In this connexion it is 
interesting to notice that Malachi utters a corse 
on the deceiver who has a male in his flock and 
vows it and substitutes a blemished thing (1") 
The laws as to the discharge of vows are to be 
found in Lv 27, apparently a late section of P. 
Persons vowed to J" could not be sacrificed as 
Jephthah's daughter had been ; they must be 
redeemed. A fixed scale is laid down. Males 
between the ages of twenty and sixty were re- 
deemed at ' fifty shekels of silver, after the shekel 
of the sanctuary ' (see Money, vol. iii. p. 422), 
females at thirty shekels. From five to twenty 
years, males were redeemed at twenty and females 
at ten shekels ; from a month to five years, males 
were redeemed at five and females at three shekels ; 
while from sixty upwards the tariff was fixed at 
fifteen and ten shekels respectively. If, however, 
the person who made the vow was too poor to pay 
the redemption price, it was to be fixed according 
to his ability. In the case of animals no change 
could be made— the vow must stand as originally 
uttered. Not only was it forbidden to substitute 
a bad for a good, but also a good for a bad. If 
such change was made, both became holy to J". 
If the animal was unclean, and therefore incap- 
able of being used in sacrifice, it was sold at the 
priest's valuation, and the money given to the 
sanctuary. If the owner wished to redeem it, he 
might do so on payment of the valuation plus one- 
fifth. Firstlings, however, could not be vowed to 
J", since, as such, they already belonged to Him. 
If devoted to J" by the ban, they were too holy to 
be redeemed ; and it is startling to read (Lv 27*) 
that men so devoted must be put to death. The 
law for the dedication of a house is similar to that 
for the dedication of animals. It was sold at the 
priest's valuation, or redeemed by the addition of 
a fifth to that price. The law as to fields is more 
complex and obscure. If a man vows part of his 
hereditary possession, the valuation is to be fixed 
according to the quantity of seed required to sow 
it, at the rate of fifty shekels the homer. If the 
field is consecrated immediately after the year of 
jubilee, this estimate is to stand ; but if some time 
after, then a reduction in price must be mode pro- 
portionate to the time that has elapsed. The 
owner may redeem it by paying the priest's 
estimate plus one-fifth. If he does not redeem 
it, but sells it, the right of redemption is lost, and 
the field instead of returning to him at the jubilee 
becomes the property of the sanctuary. The law 
is far from clear. Apparently, when a field was 
dedicated, the owner commuted his obligation by 
a money payment according to a fixed scale of 
valuation. But this by itself does not constitute 
him absolute owner again : this he can become only 
by adding one-fifth to the valuation, as penalty 
for the privilege of redemption. If he pays the 
valuation without adding the fifth, and sells the 
field, he loses all claim on it, and it does not revert 
to him in the year of jubilee, as it would other- 
wise have done, but falls to the sanctuary. If 
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the field dedicated is not a portion of the owner's 
hereditary possessions, then the money payment 
given in commutation is fixed by the time that has 
to elapse before the year of jubilee, and in that 

f ear it returns naturally to the hereditary owner, 
n this case the redemption penalty of an addi- 
tional fifth is not required (see, further, Sab- 
batical Year). 

According to Nu 15* 8 (a late section of P), when 
an animal sacrifice was ottered in fulfilment of a 
vow, a meal-ottering had to be presented with it. 
Another late law (Lv 7*") prescribed that a 
peace-offering in discharge of a vow must be eaten 
on the day on which it was ottered, and what was 
left on the second day. If any portion still re- 
mained to the third day, it had to be burnt. This 
law probably embodies the immemorial practice : 
a vow would, as a rule, involve a sacrificial meal, 
and the regulation that the flesh must not be 
eaten after the second day may even have been 
a relaxing of earlier usage. In Pr 7 1 * the woman 
who entices the simpleton to his ruin, has that 
day punctiliously pertormed her religious duties — 
she has paid her vows and come out to find a com- 
panion for the sacrificial feast. 

The warning in Dt 23* 1 " 25 , that, while there is no 
sin in not vowing, when a vow has once been made 
it must be scrupulously fulfilled, finds an echo in 
the Wisdom literature. In Pr 20* we apparently 
have a protest' against hasty vows followed by 
repentance and attempts at evasion (the text and 
precise sense are alike uncertain ; see Frankenberg 
and Toy, ad loc.). So a bo ]£oheleth advises his 
readers to make haste with the payment of their 
vows, and not trifle with God by delay, for He 
takes no pleasure in fools. Far better is it to 
refrain from vows than to make and fail to fulfil 
them. They must not be betrayed into a vow, 
which they will afterwards explain away to the 
priest's messenger as a mistake, lest God be 
angered with them and destroy the work of their 
hand (Ec 5 4 "*, cf. Mai l w ). Buc while on the one 
side the ancient sanctity of the vow was relaxed, the 
more spiritual, as we see from some of the Psalms, 
came to throw all the stress on the element of 
thanksgiving, and the material element sank into 
insignihcance, as with other sacrifices (Ps 22* 50"). 

Yet vows played a great part in later Judaism, 
and Jesus came into conflict with the religionists of 
His time on this question, singling out the law of 
Corban especially as an example of the nullifying 
of the Law by tradition (see CoRBAN ). St. Paul 
became a Jew to the Jews in this matter (Ac 18 18 , 
if this refers to him and not to Aquila, and 21****). 
On these vases, and also on the whole question of 
the Nazirite vow, nothing need be added to what 
lias been said in the article Nazirite. 

Litkbaturk.— Nowack, Heb. Archaol. ii. 163, 169, 263-206: 
W. R Smith, RS*, 431-485; Wellhausen, liette Arab. UeidA 
190, 19o. For Rabbinical decisions the treatise Nedarim, and 
Edersheim, Jena tj* Meuiah, Li. 17-2L 

A. S. Peake. 

YULOATE. — 

i. Lite of Jerome, and the circumstances under which his 

translation was made. 

ii. History of the Vulgate after Jerome's death. 

Li. Nature and method of Jerome's revision; textual criticism 
of the Vulgate. 

iv. History of the name. 

v. Main differences between the Latin and the English Bible. 

vi. Manuscripts of the Vulgate. 

Literature. 

i. Life of Jerome, and Circumstances under 
which his Translation was made.— Jerome, or 
to give him his full name, Eusebius Hieronymus, 
was born at Stridon, on the borders of Dalmatia 
and Pannonia, probably about A.D. 340-342.* His 
parents were Christian, and sufficiently wealthy 

* See the discussion on the question in Zockler, Hieronymxu, 
$ein Leben u. Wirken, pp. 21-24. 
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to give him a good education and to send him 
early to Koine, to study under the celebrated 
grammarian Donatus. From the first, Latin 
literature attracted him, and he especially studied 
Vergil, Terence, and Cicero ; he also worked at 
rhetoric under Caiua Marius Victorinus,* laid the 
foundation of a good knowledge of Greek, and 
collected a considerable library. Thence he moved 
to Gaul, where, staying at Trier, he began serious 
theological study, which he prosecuted further, on 
settling in Aquileia in 370. Four years later he 
travelled with several friends in the East, and at 
Antioch was attacked by a fever, during which a 
dream made a deep impression on him, and re- 
sulted in his abandoning all secular studies. He 
dreamt that he was summoned to the judgment- 
seat of Christ ; on being asked who he was he 
replied 'a Christian,' but received the stern 
answer, 1 Mentiris, Ciceronian ua es non Chris- 
tians ; ubi enim thesaurus tuus, ibi et cor tuum ' 
(Ep. xxii. ad Eustochium, 30). Yet this classical 
training and fondness for the best Latin literary 
models proved one of the greatest possible advant- 
ages to Jerome for the work of his life, and through 
him to the whole Christian Church ; he had been 
preparing himself unconsciously for making that 
translation of the Bible which was to be the 
Editio Vulqata, the authorized version for the 
whole of Western Christendom during more than 
a thousand years. 

In search of a life of solitude and asceticism he 
moved the same summer (374) to the desert of 
Chalcis, east of Antioch, where he passed five 
years in strict self-discipline and diligent study, 
a Rabbi who had been converted to Christianity 
teaching him Hebrew. But this period also saw 
the beginning of the correspondence and warm 
friendship with pope Damasus, which afterwards 
led to the request that Jerome would undertake to 
put forward an authoritative Latin version of the 
Scriptures. The correspondence began (Epp. xv. f 
xvi., written about 370-378) on doctrinal, but was 
a few years after renewed on biblical questions 
{Epp. xviii., xix., xx., xxi., xxxv., xxxvi., written 
during the years 381-384), Jerome giving Damasus 
the information he had desired on such questions 
as the meaning of the word Hosanna, the inter- 
pretation of Gn 4 15 , the reason why Abraham re- 
ceived circumcision as a sign of faith, etc. 

In 379 Jerome moved to Antioch, where he was 
ordained presbyter, and then to Constantinople, 
where he listened to the expositions of Gregory 
Nazianzen (Epp. L I, lii. 8), and probably con- 
tinued the systematic study of Greek ; and in 382 
he returned to Rome. Here he spent nearly three 
years in close connexion with Damasus (Ep. 
cxxvii. 7), whose confidence and affection he 
thoroughly enjoyed. Ho refers with naive self- 
satisfaction to his popularity in liome at this 
time : ' Totius in me urbis studia consonabant. 
Omnium psene judicio dignus summo sacerdotio 
decernebar. Beatse memorise Damasus meus sernio 
erat. Dice bar sanctus ; dice bar humilis et disertus ' 
(Ep. xlv. 3, written on leaving Rome, Aug. 385). 

f he inconveniences from which the Western 
Church suffered owing to the absence of one 
authorized Latin version of the Bible, had long 
been felt. ' Tot exemplaria name quot codices 
was Jerome's description of the state of things ; 
and the confusion caused by a number of inde- 
pendent and anonymous translations of the NT 
was worse confounded by the carelessness of scribes 
and copyists, f Whether in private study or in 

* Victorinus was converted to Christianity in old age, and is 
known amongst Patristic writers as Victorinus Afer ; Zockler 
(p. 30) doubts whether Jerome studied under him. 

t This is a point of which Jerome constantly complains ; see 
Ep. IxxL 5, Comm. in Matt. ii. 5, iii. 8, vi. 16, etc. ; also in the 
books of the OT, Pratf. in libr. Chron.iuzta LXX. 
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public preaching, in controversy with heretics or 
in liturgical use, this ' Latinoruin interpretum 
infinita varietas ' * must have been almost in- 
tolerably confusing to the more cultivated mem- 
bers of the Church, though the common folk felt 
it not, and were angered at any change. Damasus 
therefore initiated a valuable and much-needed 
reform when he commissioned Jerome to under- 
take the preparation of a revised and authoritative 
Latin version of the NT. He could not have 
placed the work in better hands. Jerome's quali- 
fications were unique : he was fully sensible of the 
urgency and importance of such a revision ; he 
was a good Latin scholar, writing a style that was 
both pure and vigorous ; he had been studying 
Greek carefully, and had already a fair knowledge 
of Hebrew ; t in later years, when he was trans- 
lating the OT from the original, he had attained a 
thorough knowledge of that language, while long 
residence and travel in the East had given him 
that first-hand acquaintance with the country and 
its customs which must be invaluable to any one 
undertaking a task of this nature. His abilities 
also as a scholar and writer were well known ; 
and Damasus must have argued that a version 
proceeding from an authority so eminent, and 
backed by the influence and power of the Roman 
see, could not fail to obtain a wide acceptance. 

Jerome undertook the task proposed to him by 
Damasus, we may well believe somewhat gladly, 
though in the letter to the pope which forms his 

Jtreface to the Gospels, he professed reluctance to 
ace so great a task, with the odium and the 
opposition to which he would be exposed from 
those who were used to the older translations. 
His fears were well grounded. Even his very 
sparing emendations in the Gospels M'ere attacked, 
and he was accused of tampering with our Lord's 
own words, and denying the inspiration of Scrip- 
ture (Ep. xxvii. 1) ; though, in Africa, Augustine 
welcomed this part of Jerome's work.J It was his 
translation of the OT, however, which brought on 
him the fiercer storm of indignation and opposition 
(see below, p. 876 b ). 

The exact date of the pope's commission to 
Jerome is not known ; but the first instalment of 
the revised text, consisting of the four Gospels, 
appeared in 383; and this was apparently fol- 
lowed, either the same year, or shortly after, by 
the Acts and the rest of the NT. It has indeed 
been doubted whether Jerome ever did revise more 
than the Gospels ; the Latin of the other books 
shows very few marks of having been emended by 
him, and there is a rather suspicious absence of 
the prefaces which usually accompany his emended 
translations of the books of the Bible ; § while the 
preface he affixed to the Gospels promises ' quattuor 
tantum Evangelia,' and Augustine, in his well- 
known letter written in 403, || speaks with favour 
of Jerome's translation of the Gospel, not of the 
New Testament. Against this, however, we must 
set the fact that Jerome more than once definitely 
asserts that he revised the whole New Testament.TF 
• Aug. De doetr. ehrist. ii. 11. The Jews, too, laughed at the 
variations in the Latin versions ; see Jerome's Comm. in Ezech. 
c. xxxvii. (v. 432 in Vallarsi's edition, Venice, 1706-71). 

t Apol. adv. Ruf. iii. 6 (Vail. ii. 637), ' Ego philosophus, 
rhetor, grammaticus, dialecticus, hebrsaus, gnecus, latinus, 
trilinguis ' ; see van Ess, pp. 101, 108. 
t Bp. civ. fl (A uyustinx ad Huron.). 

ft e.g. Prcrf. in libr. Job ex Graeco, ' Igitur et vo» et unum- 
quenique lectorem solita pnefatione comuioneo ' ; Prof, in libr. 
Pialmorum iuxta LXX, 1 unde consueta pnefatione eonimoneo,' 
etc. 

U Bp. civ. 6 (Auffustini ad nitron.), ' Proinde non parvas 
Deo g ratios agimua de ope re tuo, quo Evangelium ex Graeco 
interpretatus es.' 

% Bp. Ixxi. 5, ' Novum Testamentum Graecae reddidi auctori- 
tati,' cf. De rir. illustr. cxxxv.; Ep. cxii. 20 (ad Augustinum), 
' Et si me ut dicis, in A'uri Testawenti emendatione suscipis,' 
etc.. which looks like a correction of Augustine's ' Etangelium 
ex Urasco interpretatus es.' 



and even mentions passages in the Epistles where 
his own version diners from the Old Latin.* It 
seems hardly possible to doubt, therefore, that 
he did revise the whole of the New Testament, 
though no doubt the revision was much more 
hurried and perfunctory after the Gospels were 
oil' his hands ; T such readings, however, in the Acts 
as 8* curaverunt for comportaverunt of the OL, 1 1* 
ordincm for per ordinem, 16* laudabant drum for 
hymnum dicebant (canebant) deo, 16 s * dimittite for 
aimittc, are obvious instances of Hieronymian cor- 
rection, sometimes against all known Gr. MSS (see 
below, p. 882). 

At the same time, apparently, Jerome made his 
first revision of the Old J>atin Psalter ; it was 
simply emended from the Greek of the LXX, and 
the translation was altered only where the sense 
absolutely demanded it. J This revision was called 
the Roman Psalter, in opposition to the Psalterium 
Vet us, and was in use in the Churches in Rome and 
Italy till the pontificate of Pius V. (1566-1572), 
who introduced the Uallican Psalter (see below) 
generally, though the Roman was still retained in 
three Churches in Italy. § Towards the end of 384 
pope Damasus died ; and in the August of the 
following year (385) Jerome left Rome for Pales- 
tine. There he and his companions studied the 
topography, scenery, and cities of the Holy 
Land; || and after a journey to Egypt returned 
thither again to settle at Bethlehem, where (389) 
the two conventual buildings were founded, over 
one of which — that for monks— Jerome was for so 
long to preside, while over the other— that for 
nuns— Paula, the devout widow who had been his 
companion in travel, ruled ; and was succeeded, 
on her death, in 404, by her daughter Eustochium. 

Meanwhile, Jeromes Biblical studies had not 
slackened. The Roman Psalter had been so 
rapidly multiplied and so carelessly copied, that 
its text was soon in as bad a state as the Old 
Latin ; IT and in answer to the requests of Paula 
and Eustochium he undertook a second revision, 
correcting in addition the Greek text from the 
other Greek versions, and making use of Origen's 
critical signs: a passage between an obelus and 
two points w as to be understood as present in the 
LXX but absent from the Hebrew ; that between an 
asterisk and two points was lacking in the LXX, 
and had been supplied not directly from the He- 
brew, but from the Greek version of Theodotion.** 
This version is known as the Gallican Psalter, as it 
early obtained wide popularity in Gaul, probably 
through the influence of Gregory of Tours.tt and 
ultimately became the current version in the Latin 
Church ; the exact date of its publication is not 
known, but it was probably about A.D. 387. 

* e.g. Bp. xxvii. , where he quotes from Bo 12". it i XI 
lis 5>». 

t See especially on this point VaUarsi's preface to vol. x. of 
Jerome's works, pp. xix-xxi ; and also Bp. J. Wordsworth in 
Studia BMiea, vol. L p. 128. 

t Pratf. in libr. Psalmorum (Vail. x. 106), • Psalteriam 
Borne dudum positus einendaram, et juxta LXX interpret**, 
licet cursim, magna illud ex parte correxeram.' 

i Hody , p. 383, ' in una Romas Vatieana ecclesia, et extra, 
urbem in Mediolanensi et in ecc. S. Marei, Venetiis ' ; it is still 
used in S. Peter's at Borne, and at Milan ; and also |wrUy 
retained in the Boman Missal, and in one place in the Breviary 
in the Invitatory psalm 95 (M) ; see Kaulen, p. 160. 

I The advantages of such study for the purposes of trans- 
lation he Insists on in the Prof, in libr. Paraiip. iuxta LXX. 

«J Pn^f. in libr. Psalm, (x. 106), 'Quod quia rursum videtis 
. . . scriptorum vitio depravatum, plusque antiquum errorem, 
quam novam emendationem valere. 

" Id..' Ubicumque viderit virgulam pnscedentem (■*•). ab ea 
usque ad duo puncta(:) qua impressimus, sciat in LXX trans- 
lators bus plus naberi. Ubl autem Stellas (*) similitudinem per- 
spexerit, de Hebneis voluminibus additum noverit, eque usque 
ad duo punctA, Juxta Theodotionis dumtaxat editionem, qui 
simplicitate sennonis a LXX interpretibua non discordat.' The 
virnuta of course = the obelus, and the Stella = the asterisk. 

ft i.e. at the end of the 6th cent ; see Walafrid Strabus in 
Hody, p. 382. 
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Jerome was also perfecting himself in the know- 
ledge of Hebrew, and was studying under a Jew, 
who, in fear of being persecuted by his country- 
men, used to visit him at night, like a second 
Nicodemus (Ep. lxxxiv. 4). He also published new 
translations of other books of the OT from the 
LXX, but as to both the extent and date of this 
revision there is a considerable amount of un- 
certainty. Job was certainly revised soon after 
the Psalter, and in the same way, and published 
with a preface to Paula and Eustochium ; * and 
these two books alone of all Jerome's revisions 
iuxta LXX have come down to us. We also know 
that he similarly revised Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
Song of Songs, and Chronicles, for the prefaces to 
these books remain though the books themselves 
are lost.t Elsewhere he speaks generally of having 
revised 'the Septuagint' (i.e. the Latin translation 
of it), and ' the Canonical Books,' which certainly 
suggests that all the OT underwent this revision (c. 
Ruf. ii. 24, ' Egone contra LXX interpretes aliquid 
sum locutus, quos ante annos plurimos diligen- 
tissime emendatos mete linguie studiosis dedi ?'; cf. 
iii. 25 ; Ep. lxxi. 5 ; Ep. cxiL 19, ' Quod autem in 
aliis q uteris epistol is, cur prior mea in li bris Canonicis 
interpretatio asteriscos nabeat et virgulas prgeno- 
tatas'). Two objections have been felt against 
this supposition. (1) The absence of prefaces to 
the other books, and of any reference to a previous 
translation in the prefaces which he affixed to those 
books when he translated them from the Hebrew ; 
whereas rather pointed references occur in the 
case of Chronicles, Job, etc.£ (2) The enormous 
amount of labour that such a work must have in- 
volved, when compressed into a very few years 
(for by 391 he was already engaged on the transla- 
tion from the Hebrew),— years, too, that were deeply 
occupied with other business. The second objection 
need not detain us long. Jerome was an extra- 
ordinarily rapid worker : Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 
and Song of Songs were translated from the He- 
brew in three days, as he was recovering from a 
severe illness (Prcef. in libr. Salomonis) ; Tobit was 
translated in a single day (Prof, in Tobiam) ; one 
' lucubratiuncula' sufficed for Judith (Prof, in libr. 
Judith) ; when writing his commentary on the 
Ephesians he would sometimes finish a thousand 
lines in a day.f, The first objection is similar to 
that felt against the revision of the later books 
of the New Testament (see above, p. 874) ; and 
though there is again something suspicious in the 
absence of his wonted prefaces, we can hardly press 
such negative arguments against positive asser- 
tions, which, if they mean anything at all, mean 
that he revised the whole of the OT from the LXX : 
thus in the Prcef. in libr. Salomonis iuxta LXX 
he states that he did not correct the books of Wis- 
dom and Ecclesiasticus, ' tantumraodo Canonicas 
scripturas vobis emendare desiderans ' ; which 
language certainly implies that he did correct all 
the other books. Their total disappearance is 
easily accounted for if the postscript to his Ep. 
cxxxiv. to Augustine || (written A.D. 416) be 

* See vol. x. 49-100 (the references are always to Vallarsi's 
ed. of Jerome's works) ; the passages added either from the 
LXX or from the Hebrew through Theodotion's version were 
marked in the same way as in the Psalms. 

t Prcef. in libr. Salom. iuxta LXX (x. 435 f.), 'Tres libros 
Salomonis, id est, Proverbia, Ecclesiasten.Canticum Canticorum, 
veteri LXX interpretum auctoritati reddidi ' ; see also Pro/, in 
libr. Paralip. iuxta LXX (p. 431) ; the passages added from 
LXX or Heb. were also marked as in the Psalms. 

t Praef. in libr. Paral. (ix. 1408), 4 Ceterum memini editionem 
LXX translate rum olim de Gneco emendatam tribuisse me 
nostris ' ; in Job, ' Utraque editio, et LXX apud Grtecos, et mea 
juxta Hebraeos, in Latinum meo labore translata est' (ix. 1101) ; 
in libros Salomonis, ' Si cui sane LXX interpretum magia editio 
placet, habet earn a nobis olim emendatam ' (ix. 1290). 

ft Prtef. ad libr. 11. Comment, in Bph. (vi 686). 

i 'Grandem Latini sermonis in iata provincia notarionim 
patimur penuriam ; et idcirco pneceptis tuis parere non possu- 



genuine ; for there he complains that the greater 
part of this work had been stolen from him. 

While engaged on this work, however, the bad 
state of the LXX text became more and more 
apparent to him, and he was convinced that for 
a satisfactory Latin version of the OT recourse 
must be had to the original Hebrew {Prof, in libr. 
Paralip. ex Hebr. vol. ix. 1405) ; the need of such 
a translation became additionally urgent in contro- 
versy with Jews, who, when confronted with texts 
from the LXX, would naturally refuse to acknow- 
ledge the accuracy of the quotation, and would assert 
that it did not represent the sense of the original,* 
while many of his friends, who felt the need of 
a new translation and knew that Jerome was the 
man best fitted for the task, urged him repeatedly 
to undertake it. It was indeed, as we learn from 
his prefaces, in answer to their requests, that he 
translated this or that book and sent them copies ; 
and so the great work of his life was not prose- 
cuted as a whole and according to a fixed plan, but 
bit by bit, and for the satisfaction of single and in- 
dependent inquirers. 

About 15 years — from 390 to 405 1— were spent 
on the new translation. Jerome began his work 
with the books of Samuel and Kings, which he 
published with the famous Prologus Galeatus or 
* preface with the helmet ' — armed against oppo- 
nents ; this preface, however, is really an intro- 
duction to the whole OT, and shows that even thus 
early he must have conceived some idea of trans- 
lating all the books. Next came Psalms, the 
Prophets, and Job ; and in 394-396 the books of 
Esdras and Chronicles ; then his work was inter- 
rupted by a long illness. In 398 he resumed his 
labours, and translated Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and 
Song of Songs ; and the Octateuch (in which Esther 
was included) now alone remained of the Canonical 
books. First the Pentateuch was published, though 
the precise date is uncertain ; then soon after the 
death of Paula, in 404, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, and 
Esther ; later, the apocryphal parts of Daniel and 
Esther, and the books of Tobit and Judith, which 
were translated from the Chaldee : and so at length 
the work was completed. Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, 
and probably Maccabees were left unrevised, and 
Baruch he passed over. 

Jerome's translation of the Psalms from the Hebrew never 
became popular, excellent tho'ugh it is ; the hold on the publio 
mind of the more familiar version was too strong to be loosened, 
and it is the Galilean Psalter which appears in an ordinary 
Vulgate Bible. A convenient edition of the version from the 
Hebrew has been published by P. de Lagarde, Psauerium juxta 
Hebrews Hieronymi, LipsiaB, 1874. 

For the date at which Job and the Prophets were completed, 
see Hp. xlix. 4 ad Pammachium ; this was written towards the 
end of 303 ; he writes, ' Libros sedecim Prophetarum, quos in 
Latinum de Hebneo sermone verti, si legeris et detectari te hoc 
opere comperero, provocabis noa etiam cetera clausa armario 
non tenere. Xranstuli nuper Job in linguam nostram.' 

The preface to the books of Esdras was probably written 
about 394, as in it he refers to the discussion of several points 
*qu» latiori operi reservamus' ; this larger work which he was 
about to publish is certainly the Hp. lvii. ad Pammachium (de 
optimo genere interpretandj), which appeared in the Utter part 
of 395. The third and fourth books of Esdras he refused to 
edit: 'nec quemquam moveat quod unus a nobis editus liber 



mus, maxime in editione LXX, que osteriscis verubusque dis- 
tin'.ta est Pleraque enim prions laboris fraude cujusdam 
amisimus'; but this postscript is omitted by one US and by 
several editors ; Bee Vail. i. 1043-44. 

•Prcef. in Psalterium ex llebr. (ix. 1155 f.), 'Quia igitur 
nuper cum Hebneo disputans, quaedam pro Domino Salva- 
tore de Psalmis testimonia protulisti volcnsque ille te illudere, 

Kir sermones pene singulos asserebat, non ita haberi in 
ebrseo'; see also Praff. in libr. Paralip., in Isaiam, etc.; 

Jet when in Africa they were appealed to as to whether Jerome's 
edera or the traditional cucurbit a was the right translation in 
Jon 4", they defended the translation of the LXX and Old Latin, 
see Ep. civ. 5 (Augustini ad Hieron.); later, the Jews bote 
witness to the accuracy of Jerome's work, see Aug. De Civ. Dei, 
lib. xviii. c. 43 ; van Ess, p. 117. 

t See Kaulen, p. 168 f. ; Westcott, art. 'Vulgate' in Smith's 
DB, p. 1700 f. ; the latter"s dating of the appearance of the 
several books seems preferable to Kaulen's. 
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eat ; nec apocryphorum tertli et quarti somniia delectetur ; quia 
et apud Hebrnos Ezrae Neemi»que sermones in unum voluinen 
coarctantur ; et quas non habentur apud iUoe neo de viginti 
quattuor senibus sunt, procul abjicienda' ; the 4th book it found 
only in the Latin version. In this same preface to Esdras, 
Jerome complains of his opponents for attacking his work while 
they secretly make use of his translation, and he begs his friends 
Domnio and Bogatlanus not to let his translation be publicly 
known ; they are to read it privately, or, at the most, only let a 
few friends see it See vol. ix. 1524. 

Chronicle* was probably finished in 896, for in the preface 
he remarks, 'Scripsi nuper libnunde optlmo genere interpre- 
tandi.' 

The Preefatio in litrros Salomonii contains a reference to his 
illness: 'longa aegrotatione fractus, ne penitus hoc anno 
reticerem et apud vos mutus essem, tridui opus nomini veat.ro 
consecravi.' Cf. Epp. lxxi. 6, lxxiii. 10, both written in 308, in 
which he refers to the same illness apparently, and in almost 
the same terms — ' longo tentus in commotio,' 'post longam 
egrotationem.' 

The Octateuch must have been in hand about the same time, 
for he refers to it in Bp. lxxi. 5, ' Canonem Hebraic* veritatis, 
exoepto Octateucho quern nunc in manibus habeo, pueris tuis 
et notariis dedi describendum.' Genesis at any rate was pub- 
lished before 402, as Jerome quotes the preface to it in his 
apology against Rufflnus (ii. 26), which cannot be later than that 
date. The other four books of the Pentateuch probably 
appeared later, as when Jerome wrote his preface to Genesis 
he had not finished them : ' nunc te precor, Desideri carissime, 
ut quia tan turn opus (i.«. Pentateucbum) me subire feclsti, et a 
Oenesi exordium cape re, orationibus juves, quo possim eodem 
spiritu quo scripti sunt libri, in latinum eos transferra ser- 
in on em.' 

Joshua, Judge*, and Ruth are numbered with Either as books 
he was Just publishing, ' post tancte Paulas dormitionem ' in 
the Prafatio in Josut. 

For Tobit and Judith see the prefaces to those books ; Jerome 
was not himself acquainted with Chaldee, but he obtained the 
help of a scholar who translated the Chaldee into' Hebrew, 
which Jerome in turn translated into Latin. 

For his refusal to translate afresh Wisdom and Eoelesiattieus 
see the Pra/. in libr. Sal. iuxta LXX : ' Porro in eo libro qui a 
plerisque Sapientia Salomonis inscribitur, et in Ecclesiastico, 
quern esse Jew Alii Sirach nullus kfnorat, calamo tempera vi, 
tan turn mod o Canonicas Scriptures vobis einendaredesiderans ' ; 
though this was written before he began the translation of the 
OT from the Hebrew, he does not seem to have changed his 
mind afterwards. With regard to the Maccabees, however, the 
evidence is conflicting. He nowhere mentions translating the 
books himself, and his language quoted above certainly suggests 
that he had no intention of doing so in 387 ; in the Prologus 
Galeatus (390-01) he passes them by with a short notice: 
' Machabteorum primum librum Hebraicum reperi ; secundus 
Grocus est quod ex ipsa quoque phrasi probari potest.' Yet, 
as M. Berger pointed out to the present writer, there are fairly 
numerous remains of an Old Latin version of the Mace, other 
than that which appears in the Vulgate Bible ; and these differ 
so much that the latter must be regarded as a new recension if 
not an independent translation ; see the parallel versions in 
8abatier(fliW. Sacr. Lot. vertiones.vol. ii.). Sabatier himself (pp. 
1013, 1014) allows that Jerome may have corrected the older 
version, though he hardly thinks he actually retranslated it. 

For his treatment of Baruch see the Prof, in Jeretn. : ' Librum 
Boruch . . . qui apud Hebneos nec legitur nec habetur pneter- 
misimus.' 

It may be worth while to arrange the books of the Bible in 
the chronological order of their revision and retranslation, as 
given us in the above investigation. 

2few Testament. 

883 a.d. The four Gospels. 

884-386. Best of the New Testament 

First revision of Psalter. 

883-884. Psalterium Romanum. 

Revision of Old Testament from the Stptuagint. 

887 (probably). Psalterium Gallicanum. 

887 or somewhat later. Job, followed by Proverbs, Eocleai- 

astea. Song of Songs, Chronicles. 
388-391. Best of the Canonical books (probably). 

Retranslation of Old Testament from the Hebrew. 

890 or 391. Books of Samuel and Kings. 
392 -393. Psalms, Prophets, Job. 
304. Esdras. 
396. Chronicles. 

398. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs. 

401 T Genesis, followed by Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy. 
406. Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Esther. 

Tobit, Judith, and apocryphal parts of Daniel and 

Esther. 

We have said that it was at the wish of friends 
that most of the translations were undertaken ; * 

* e.g. the Pentateuch was translated at the wish of Desiderius ; 
Chronicles for Chromatins, the books of Esdras for Domnio and 
Rogatianus, Esther for Paula and Eustochium. 



yet Jerome's friends, who could realize present 
needs and foresee future advantages, were a small 
circle ; the vast body of clergy and laity were satis- 
fied with the existing versions; and the matter- 
ing of suspicion which were aroused by the 
emended version of the NT were as nothing com- 
pared with the storm of indignation and opposition 
which the translation of the OT from the Hebrew 
brought on Jerome's head.* No doubt several 
causes had to do with this result; Jerome's own 
hot temper, and the terribly ready and powerful 
tongue he could use whenever duty seemed to urge 
him to speak, had gained him many enemies ; the 
fame of his learning may have made other scholars 
jealous and critical ; but the great stumbling- 
block was that he should have gone behind the 
Septuagint version, and made a translation which 
took no account of it, and even set itself up as an 
independent rival. The popular legends as to the 
miraculous agreement of the seventy translators 
had no doubt surrounded the Greek version with a 
halo of sanctity, and its frequent use by the NT 
writers in quotation would help to place it, as 
regards inspiration, on a level with the original 
Hebrew ; and no charge seems to have been more 
constantly hurled at Jerome than that of presump- 
tion, unlawful innovation, sacrilege, in daring to 
put aside the LXX version. Even Augustine held 
the LXX to be equally inspired with the original 
Hebrew.t and depreeated any new translation, 
though mainly from fear of the offence it would 
cause to the weaker brethren.}: A story became 
current that a certain African bishop had adopted 
the new version for public use in his Church ; in 
the book of Jonah, Jerome had employed the word 
hedera for the gourd under which the prophet 
rested, instead of the cttcurbitaoi the earlier Latin 
versions ; the introduction of this new translation 
in a familiar passage of Scripture caused such 
excitement and tumult in the Church that the 
bishop was nearly left without a flock. § This 
incident, whether real or fictitious, would serve 
as a very fair specimen of the hostility which a new 
translation of Scripture was sure to encounter; 
and it would take several generations for such 
opposition to die out; and certainly Jerome's 
method of meeting it, as exemplified in his letters 
to Augustine, was the reverse of conciliatory. In 
the prefaces to the various books of the OT Jerome 
defended himself with great warmth from the 
charges brought against him. Over and over again 
he maintained that he did not intend to cast a slur 
upon the LXX translation, || and that he was only 
endeavouring to render the Hebrew as faithfully 
as possible, and to make passages clear which in 
the LXX and the Old Latin were obscure. The 
objection that the LXX must be inspired and 
perfect because the apostles and NT writers quoted 
the OT in that version, he met by bringing forward 
five quotations (Mt 2 W - 33 , Jn 19 s7 , 1 Co 2", Jn 7"), 
which could not have been taken from the LXX, 

•Jerome's former friend Rufflnus wag one of his fiercest 

opponents. 

t Aug. De Civ. Dei, xviil. 48 : 'Spiritus enim qui in prophetis 
erat, quando ilia dixerunt, idem ipse erat in LXX viris, quando 
ilia interpretati sunt' ; see also the passages in van Ess, p. 01 1. 

I Ep. lvL (Augustini ad Hieronymum) written in 394 ; this 
letter, however, never reached Jerome ; Ep. civ. from Augustine, 
written 408 ; and Ep. cxvi. 85, written 405 : in the last letter 
Aug. explains that he had refused to allow Jerome's version to 
be publicly read in Church— 'ne . . . magno scandalo per- 
turbemus plebes Christi.' 

I See Ep. civ. {Augustini ad Hieron.) and cxii. 22(/7tmmymt 
ad Aug.) ; Thierry, Saint Jerome, line xi. (4th ed. pp. 447, 448) 
suggests that the incident never really occurred, but was 
invented probably to throw ridicule on Jerome's work ; yet 
both Jerome and Augustine speak of it as if it were a fact 

D His apology in the Prologus Galeatus—' obsecro te lector 
ne laborem nieum reprehensionem existimes antiquorum . . . 
Quomquam mihi omnino conscius non sini mutasse mequidpiain 
de hebraica veritate ' — is repeated in different words in almost 
every preface. 
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as the reading varied in every case ; they must then 
have been taken direct from the Hebrew, and he 
was justified in giving this source of our Lord's, or 
the apostle's, words to the Church in an intelligible 
translation (Prof, in I. Parol, ix. 1408). Indeed he 
maintained against Rutfinus that the apostles used 
the LXX in quotation only where it agreed with 
the Hebrew, and that where the two varied they 
quoted from the original.* But in spite of this he 
always professed the highest respect for the Septua- 
gint version. 

Gradually the conflict calmed down ; the general 
acceptance of the new version could only be a 
matter of time ; it was a clear case of the fittest 
surviving. Augustine was ultimately seen to 
praise it ; in the Gospels he apparently used it ; t 
the Spanish Church adopted it for publio use ; 
Sophronius, the friend and fellow-monk of Jerome, 
retranslated the Psalms and Prophets from Jerome's 
version into Greek ; and when Jerome was ending 
his stormy life at Bethlehem in 420, the attacks or 
criticisms of his opponents were no longer heard, 
or, if heard, no longer attended to.£ 

ii. History of the Translation after 
Jerome's Death.— The reception of the new trans- 
lation was, however, uneven ; some Churches clung 
more than others to the old version, and sometimes 
Jerome's version would be adopted in one part of 
the Bible, while the Old Latin would be retained 
in another. Thus the proceedings recorded in the 
Acta contra Felicem of Augustine show that at 
Hippo in the year a.D. 404 the Gospels were quoted 
in Jerome's version, the Acts of the Apostles in 
the Old Latin.§ 

Africa and Britain, both separated by the sea 
from the main body of the Western Church, clung 
more steadfastly to the older version, though even 
here the adhesion was a modified one, and the later 
African texts, such as m, and A of the Acts and 
Epistles (see Latin Versions), show the influence 
of the Vulgate upon them. In Italy and in other 
parts of the Western Church generations would 
soon arise to whom the Old Latin could not be 
bound by especial ties of use or affection, while by 
converts the best translation would naturally be 
that which was most welcomed and most used. 
The clergy and educated Christians in Rome would 
lie likely to prefer a revision which was begun at 
the instigation of a pope, and the Latin of which 
would be more congenial than the ruder dialect of 
the earlier versions. Augustine's recommendation 
of the versio Itala (by which, Burkitt maintains, 
he meant Jerome's revision ; see The Old Latin and 
the Itala, pp. 54, 60 f., and art. Latin Versions) 
— 'est verborum tenacior cum perspicuitate sen- 
tentire' — was quoted, apparently as a well-known 
formula, of the Vulgate ; Isidore of Seville (6th 
cent.) uses almost the exact words ; and Walafrid 
Strabus (1st half of 9th) follows Isidore, and says, 
4 hac translatione nunc ubique utitur tota Roman a 
ecclesia, licet non in omnibus libris, et ipsius 
translatio merito ceteris antefertur, quia est ver- 
borum tenacior, et perspicuitate sentential clarior ' 
(see Hody, p. 413). 

In the 5th cent, the Vulgate was adopted by Vin- 
cent of Lerins, Faustusof Riez, and Prosper of Aqui- 
taine ; Encherius of Lyons and Avitus of Vienne 
used it largely though not exclusively. || In the 
6th cent, its use seems becoming almost universal 
amongst scholars, except in Africa, where Facundus 
and Junilius still preserve many Old Latin read- 

• Contra Ruf. lib. ii. (Vail. ii. 629) ; cf. Bp. lvii. 11. 
t e.g. in the De consensu Evangelist. ; see Burkitt, The Old 
Latin and the Itala, p. 67 f. 
I Kaulen, p. 188. 

f See Burkitt, The Old Latin and the Itala, p. 57 f. 

1 See Westcott, p. 1702 ; Kaulen, p. 197 f. ; Berger, pp. 2-4 ; 
in the 0th cent, in (Saul most of the books of the OT are quoted 
from Jerome, while for the NT the Old Latin holds iu own. 



ings; and towards the end of the century pope 
Gregory the Great (Pro?/, in Job ad Leandrum= 
Migne, Pat. Lat. Ixxv. p. 516) could say, 1 Novam 
vero translationem dissero, sed cum probation is 
causa exigit nunc novam nunc veterem per testi- 
monia assumo ; ut quia sedes apostolica, cui auctorc 
Deo pnesideo, utraque utitur, mei quoque labor 
studii ex utraque fulciatur ' ; compare in Job, 1. xx. 
c. 32, where he declares his personal preference for 
the new translation. It does not, however, follow 
from this that this version now became the official 
version in Rome, but only that, in the judgment of 
the head of the Roman Church, it was raised to 
an equal rank with the old (see van Ess, p. 137). 

Yet we should be mistaken if we measured the 
disappearance of the older versions simply by the 
quotations in ecclesiastical writers ; the evidence 
of MSS of the Sacred Books, of Lectionariesr, quo- 
tations and lesnons in service books* etc., must 
also be taken into account ; and these show us 
that these versions died very hard ; sometimes in 
entire books of the Bible, sometime* in marginal 
notes, connate readings, and ' mixed 1 texts, some- 
times in short lections, in antiphons and responses, 
they lasted far on into the Middle Ages. Thus 
the St. Germain MS (see p. 888) of the 9th cent, 
has an Old Latin text in Tobit, Judith, and St. 
Matthew ; in the other books of the Bible which 
survive it is Vulgate, though strongly mixed with 
Old Latin readings ; the Codex Colbertinus (c) of 
the New Testament (12th or 13th cent., see p. 888) 
has the Gospels in an Old Latin text, the rest 
Vulgate; the interesting Perpignan MS (13th 
cent., see p. 888) has Ac P-13 7 and 28 18 ad Jin. in an 
Old Latin text, the rest Vulgate with a very slight 
amount of mixture from the Old Latin ; the North 
British and Irish MSS (such as those described p. 
887) preserve a good Vulgate text interspersed with 
Old Latin interpolations and conflations, which 
with a little practice can be easily eliminated from 
the main body of the text. The NT suffered from 
this mixture far more than the OT ; for, being a 
revision instead of a new translation, it resembled 
the earlier versions more closely ; and it was 
more familiar to the members of the Church. 
' L'Ancien Testament au contraire,' says M. 
Berger (p. 3), ' n'a reel lenient ete r6vele aux peuples 
latins que par Saint Jerome': yet even the text 
of the OT would sutler from the very natural con- 
fusion that would come between his translation 
from the Hebrew and his earlier version from the 
LXX. In addition to this conscious preservation 
of the Old latin in many Vulgate MSS, the text 
of Jerome's translation was exposed in after-years 
to the same dangers as existed in his own day, and 
which are inseparable from the transmission and 
multiplication of books by hand. The careless- 
ness of copyists, their tendency to introduce 
matter from parallel passages, unconscious remin- 
iscence of older renderings, occasional alteration 
for dogmatic purposes, — all these in the course of 
centuries tended to produce a style of text veiy far 
removed from the original purity in which it left 
its editor's hands. 

On this point the writer ventures to quote from the preface 
(p. viii) of the late M. Berber's HUtoire de la Vulgate, etc., a 
book to which he cannot sufficiently express his obligations — 
' Les doctrines les plus cheres aux tbeologiens du xnoyen age 
exercent toutes leur influence sur le texte de la Bible. Ici e'est 
le dogme de la Trinite, que Ton veut trouver formula en toutes 
lettres dans la Bible, et que Ton afflrme par la fameuse inter- 
polation du passage "des trois Wmoins." C'est la foi en la 
di vini it de Jesus-Christ qui s'exprime en un grand nombre de 
falsifications de detail, toujours au detriment die son humanity. 
C'est, dans le troieieme chapitre de la Uenese, un changement 
d'une seule lettre qui met " la Femme " a la place de " la 
Posterity de la femme." Dans le second livre des Machaboes, 
une serie de modifications successives transforment insensible- 
ment le passage classique de la doctrine de la priere pour les 
liiurts ; louee siniplenient dano le texte original, la priere pour 
les morts arrive, clans les textes de basse epoque, a etre prtchee 
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en terra es expres. Dans le quatrieme llvre d'Esdras, un passage 
qui pa rait contraire a la priere pour les trepasses est, sans plus, 
arrache de la Bible avec la page qui le port*, et cet exemplaire 
inutile est, par une singuliere rencontre, presque le seul qui ait 
Jamais ete copie.' Tor the passage in the Maccabees see the 
note top. 23 of M. Better's book ; for the fourth book of Esdras 
see R. L. Bensly, The Misting Fragment of the Uth Book of 
Ezra, Camb. 1875, or Speaker's Commentary, Apocrypha, in 
loe. ; or M. It. James, The UK Book of Ezra, Camb. 1895. 

Cassiodorius, indeed, is a witness that even by 
the middle of the 6th cent, the text of Jerome a 
version had become corrupted, and that he did his 
best to revise it ; but as to the extent both of the 
corruption and of the revision we are in the dark. 
He speaks at some length on the subject in the 
De institution* Divinarum litterarum (Migne, Pat. 
Lat. Ixx. p. 1105 f. ), which he composed for the 
instruction of his younger brethren in the mon- 
astery at Vivarium, apparently about the year 
A.D. 544 ; he expresses nimself anxious that they 
should study their Bibles in codicibus emendatis, 
tells them that his nine codices, containing all the 
books of the Old and New Testaments, were 
revised by him 1 sub collatione priscorum codicum,' 
that Jerome's arrangement of the Prophets into 
cola and commata had been adopted by him for 
the rest of the Bible, and that he left them a 
Greek pandect, or whole Bible, by which, accord- 
ing to Jerome's example, they might correct the 
errors in their Latin translation. But he gives us 
no list of current errors or of his own correc- 
tions ; and all trace of his carefully corrected 
codices has disappeared. With, however, perhaps 
one exception: the magnificent Codex Amiatinus 
of the Bible, though it is of the 8th cent., resem- 
bles Cassiodorius' Bible not only in being divided 
into cola and commata throughout, but also in 
possessing a quaternion of introductory matter 
(possibly of earlier date than the rest of the MS) 
which strongly resembles chs. xii.-xiv. of the De 
institutions ; three lists of the books of Holy Scrip- 
ture occur in each, and the resemblance is of that 
puzzling nature which stops well short of direct 
copying and yet suggests very close affinity; all 
the closer because Cassiodorius tells us that his 
third division of the books was written 'inter 
alias (divisiones) in codice grandiore.' It may be, 
therefore, that in the first eight leaves or the 
Codex Amiatinus we actually possess part of Cas- 
siodorius' codex grandior ; though it is more likely 
that we possess a not very faithful copy of it. * 

Large numbers of Italian texts must have been 
brought to Britain in and after the mission of 
Augustine, if not earlier ; and in the late 7th and 
8th cents, the monasteries of Wearmonth and 
Jarrow were, we know, enriched with copies of the 
Bible (Pandrctes or Dibliothecos as they were called) 
and other MSS obtained from Italy by the exer- 
tions of Benedict Biscop and Ceolfrid ; from them 
such MSS as the Codex Amiatinus and the Lindis- 
farne Gospels were copied. The type of text thus 
obtained would soon penetrate to Ireland, though 
as it was perpetuated in the local scriptoria it 
would gradually become tinged with some of the 
peculiarities of the traditional Old Latin versions. 

But the Bible the Irish thus received from Rome 
their missionaries carried back in the following 
centuries to continental Europe, to Gaul, Switzer- 
land, and Germany. The Codex Amiatinus was 
itself sent to Rome by Ceolfrid as an ottering to 
the shrine of St. Peter. Irish and British monks 
again settled in foreign monasteries and copied the 
Scriptures there (cf. Bede, Hist. Eccl. iii. 8) ; and 
thus the text which had been first modified by 
British characteristics, was further modified by 

• See P. Corssen. 1 Die Bibeln des Cassiodorius und der Codex 
Amiatinus,' in the Jahrltiiehtr f. prut. Theoloqie. Leipr. 1883 ; 
and 11. J. White, 'The Codex Amiatinus and its Birthplace,' in 
Studio Biblica el Eccleiiastica, vol. ii. p. 287 f. 



the texts of the countries into which it was now 
brought. We owe to this cause the large number 
of MSS, mainly of the 9th cent., which were 
copied in Gaul and Switzerland by Irish scribes, 
and present a strange mixture of Irish and Con- 
tinental types, both in text and handwriting. 

Meanwhile in Spain a different family of MSS 
was growing up. Separated off from the rest of 
Europe, Spain, like Ireland, clung to old traditions 
and habits ; and the Old Latin text preserved in 
the quotations in Priscillian * lives on in the 
Spanish Vulgate Bibles. But the Spanish scribes 
were fonder of interpolations, and of enriching 
their MSS with marginal notes, and even legendary 
additions, than the Irish ; with the consequence, 
that while the Irish scribes preserved on the whole 
a pure type of text — yet mainly in the Gospels, 
for they rarely copied whole Bibles — the Spanish 
perpetuated one wnich was corrupt, and of slight 
critical value. And as from the north and west 
the Irish texts moved into France with the mis- 
sionaries, so from the south the Spanish texts 
gradually crept in over the Pyrenees, and thus 
France became the meeting ground of the two 
opposed types. 

The close of the 8th cent, witnessed two recen- 
sions of the Vulgate, which, so far as we can see, 
were founded on these British and Spanish MSS 
respectively ; and. as may be expected, France was 
the country in which these recensions were made. 

Charles the Great took a keen interest in the 
sacred text and its purity ; he was anxious to 
obtain a uniform standard Bible for Church use, 
in simple and intelligible Latin, without sole- 
cisms.! He accordingly, in the year 797, commis- 
sioned our own countryman Alcuin, who was then 
abbot of St. Martin at Tours, to prepare an 
emended edition of the Scriptures. Alcuin was 
familiar with Northumbrian MSS from his youth ; 
he himself was of Northumbrian parentage, and 
had been educated at York, and it was to that 
city that he sent for MSS to help him in the per- 
formance of his task.? As this task was simply 
to correct the Biblical text by the aid of the best 
Latin MSS available, without regard to the Greek, 
we may regard it as fortunate indeed that Alcuin's 
birth and education should have made him natur- 
ally consult just the libraries where the purest 
texts were preserved. By Christmas A.D. 801 the 
task was completed, ana Alcuin was enabled to 

S resent Charles with a copy of the emended Bible, 
•f existing Vulgate MSS, the famous Codex 
Vallicellianus is supposed to most nearly repre- 
sent Alcuin's text (see p. 889). 

Simultaneously with this, Theodulf, bishop of 
Orleans (787-821), was undertaking a revision, 
though on different lines. Theodulf was a Visi- 
goth, and was born near Narbonne, and the 
Spanish traditions would therefore be familiar and 
dear to him ; yet he did not simply collect and 
register Spanish readings. He apparently knew 
and studied the MSS current in Languedoc and 
the south of France ; § and, collecting together all 
the texts he knew of, he worked with a consider- 
able amount of prudence, marking the passages he 
considered suspicious, and honestly endeavouring 
to arrive at a pure text. Yet his work was un- 
even ; and his habit of inscribing in the margin of 
his Bible the variant readings he had collected, 
had the unfortunate result of introducing into 

* Ed. Schepps, Corpus Script, eccl. Lat. xviiL, Vienna, 1888 ; 
see also Beryer, p. 8. 

t See the Capitularies in Perts, Hon. Germ., torn. iii. Leges, 
torn i. pp. 44, 65. 

J See Ep. lxxviii. in Jaffe, Bibliotheca rer. Germ., torn. tL 
(i.e. Atonum. Alcuiniana) p. 840; also Ep. lxxii. p. 331 ; cf. 
Scrivener-Miller, Introduction (4th ed.), ii. p. 58. 

t Berger, pp. xiv and 146 f., to whom the present write* 
owes the greater part of this section. 
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France a whole congeries of corrupt readings from 
Spain. The best specimen of his revision is the 
exquisite Bible at Paris numbered Lat. 9380 in the 
Bihliotheque Nationale. Theodulfs work had a 
different fate from Alcuin's ; it was the private 
enterprise of a scholar, not a public work under- 
taken for public utility at the instance of a 
monarch : and so its influence on the history of 
the text was (fortunately) slight, whereas Alcuin's 
was great. 

The very favour and reputation which the 
Alcuiniau recension enjoyed, proved indeed the 
cause of its speedy degeneracy. The demand for 
Bibles containing it became so large that the 
resources of the great writing school at Tours 
must have been severely strained ; and the rapidity 
with which the MSS were copied and multiplied 
proved fatal to purity of text. They were trans- 
scribed hastily and from various exemplars, good 
and bad ; and the large imposing volumes of 
' Caroline ' Bibles, specimens of which are to be 
found in almost all our principal libraries, vary 
indefinitely, from a nearly pure Alcuiniau text to 
one almost worthless. 

Very soon therefore after Alcuin's time com- 
plaints of the corruption of the text meet us again, 
the old cry is re-echoed, ' tot exemplaria piene quot 
codices.' Yet effort after effort was made to arrest 
the decay. Lanfranc, archbishop of Canterbury, 
1069-89, is related by his biographer* to have 
worked at correcting all the books of the OT and 
NT, and also the writings, of the Fathers, ' ad 
orthodoxam hdem ' ; and to have encouraged this 
study among his pupils : none of his corrected 
MSS, however", are known to survive. We are 
more fortunate in possessing the results of the 
labour of other critics. Stephen Harding, third 
abbot of Citeaux (about the middle of the 12th 
cent. ), made a similar revision ; and his corrected 
Bible, in four volumes, is still preserved in the 
public library at Dijon (MS No. 9*"). He purged 
the text of a large number of interpolations, {tartly 
by collating good Latin and Greek MSS, partly 
with the aid of some Jewish scholars, whom he 
consulted as to the suspected passages in the OT ; 
it was in the books of Samuel and Kings that the 
'major pars erroris inveniehatur.' t His example 
was very soon followed by the Cardinal Nicolaus 
Maniacoria, whose criticisms are preserved in a 
MS at Venice. J 

With the latter part of the 12th and the 13th 
cents., however, we are introduced to a new and 
more organized system of correction. The number 
of Bibles belonging to these centuries, especially 
the 13th, testifies to the very large scale on which 
they must have been copied. § 

Almost every library possesses some of these 
small manuscript Bibles, written in double columns 
on thin vellum, generally with wonderful regularity 
and beauty, Paris, according to Roger Bacon 
(Hotly, p. 420 f.), was the city where the greatest 
business in the copying and selling of these Bibles 
was carried on, the theologians and booksellers com- 
bining to produce a regular and fixed type of text, 
which he calls the Exemplar Paruiense ; the de- 
mand was large in consequence of the fame of the 
Paris University in the 13th cent., and the numbers 
of students who Hocked to it. The Exemplar 
Parmense, however, being hastily and unscien- 
tifically prepared, furnished a degenerate type of 

• Milo Crinpinus, a monk of Bee ; nee Migne, Pat. Lat. cL 
pp. 55 and 101 f 

t See Hody, ft. 418 ; van Ess, p. 162 f.; Kaulen, p. 245 : and, for 
this section, a valuable article by Denifle, ' Die Hdss. d. Bibel- 
correctorien des 13 Johrh.,' in the ArehivJ. LUerar. u. Kirchen- 
getch. det M.A. iv., Freiburg, 1888. 

: Marciana, Lat. class, x. cod. 178, fol. 141 ; see Denifle, p. 270. 

i See Kenyon, The Dibit and the Ancient MSS, London, 1886, 
p. 186. 



text, and Bacon complains bitterly of it.* Efforts 
were now made to emend it by societies of scholars, 
who united their labours and researches in the 
Correctoria Biblivrnm, as they were called. Here 
the authority of Latin and Creek MSS was regis- 
tered in cases of doubtful reading, the testimony 
of Fathers was quoted, even variants of punctuation 
were taken account of, and short critical notes 
were added stating which reading was to be pre- 
ferred. 

The principal correctoria are 0) The Correctorium Paritiente, 
prepared probably about a.d. 1236 by the Paris Theologians : t 
this was in the course of the next twenty years adopted and 
enlarged by the Dominicans residing at Sens, and pos-ibly 
authorized by the bishop of that diocese ; and it is sometime* 
called the Correctorium Senonente inconsequence (possibly to be 
found in the Paris MS, B.N. 17). Roger Bacon had a poor opinion 
of the Paris correctors and their work ; whether Franciscans or 
Dominicans, he speaks of them with contempt ; the carelessness 
of the scribes at Paris was bad enough, but the ignorant correctors 
made things worse ; ' quilibet lector in ordine minonim corrigit 
ut vult, et similiter apud predicate res, et eodem modo scolares 
(or seculares?), et quilibet mutat quod non intelligit.' 

(2) The Correctorium Sorbonicum, so called because it is pre- 
served in a Sorbonne MS,{ varies little from the text of the 
Senonente, and is a sort of collection of more important readings 
from the earlier correctoria. 

(8) The Correctorium of the Dominican!, prepared under the 
auspices of Hugo of St. Caro, about 1240, the final corrected 
form of which is now preserved in the Bib!. Nat. at Paris (IMI. 
16,719-16,722) : this, like the emendation of Stephen Harding, 
was an endeavour not so much to recover Jerome's actual text, 
as to obtain a good working text of the Bible, by the use of 
Greek or Hebrew MSS.* The Dominicans thought as little of 
the Correctorium Paritiente as did Roger Bacon, and they dis- 
couraged the members of their order from using it. I 

(4) The Correctorium Vaticanum, a good MS of which is 
preserved in the Vatican Library (Lat. 8466) : this correctorium 
was the work of the Franciscans, and its author has been very 
reasonably identified by Vercellone with a ' Sapient issini us 
homo,' praised by Bacon, who he says had spent nearly forty 
years in the correction and exposition of the text ; Denifle con- 
cludes that he was Willermus de Mara-H This is the best of the 
correctoria, and has been cited by Bp. J. Wordsworth in his 
edition of the Vulgate New Testament as cor. uat. ; the author 
is not only a good Greek and Hebrew scholar, but has seriously 
set himself to restore the Hieronyraian text. 

These remedies were all that could be applied to 
the Vulgate text before the invention of printing ; 
and, by an unfortunate chance, it was the worst of 
these correctoria, the Parisiense, that was made 
use of by llobertus Stephanus. 

With the literary revival of the 15th cent., a 
natural desire was felt for a more satisfactory text 
of the Bible, as well as for a multiplication of 
copies of the sacred book ; the great humanist 
pe, Nicholas v., gave a commission to the scholar 
fanetti, to translate the NT into Latin ; the same 
pope offered a reward of 5000 crowns for a copy 
of St. Matthew's Gospel in its original Hebrew.** 
Naturally, some of the first ana principal pro- 
ductions of the printing-press were Latin Bibles. 
But the Bibles that were taken into the printer's 
workshops, and from which the early editions were 

Printed, would be the small and handy medifeval 
ISS described above, like the MSS from which 
Henricus Stephanus printed the Greek NT, and 
which are still preserved in the library at Basel ; 
there would bo a larger supply of such texts, they 
would lie easier to print from, and if they were 
spoilt the loss was slight, while few people would 
have cared to entrust one of the great Alcuinian 
Bibles, or atill earlier pandects Tike the Codex 
Amiatinus, to the rough usage of the printing- 

* See Martin, ' La Vulgate Latine au 18=>« siecle, d'apres It. 
Bacon' in the Mutton (Louvain), vol. vii. p. 88f. 

t See Hody. p. 418 ; R. Simon, llittoire critique det Vermont 
du XT, ch. ix ; 8. Berger, (Jua/n notitiam lingua Hebraica 
habuerint Chrittiani inedii asvi tetnporibut in (Sallia, Paris, 
18M, p. 26 1. 

J Now numbered 15,554 (fol. 147 ft.) in the Bibl. Nat at Paris, 
f See Denifle, p. 295 ; Martene, Thetaurui nov. anecd., torn, 
iv. 1675. 

II Berger, Quam notitiam, etc. p. 27. 
«i Hody, p. 429 f. ; Berger, Quam notitiam, etc. pp. 82-35. 
" Paul Fabre, La BiUiothique Vaticane, pp. 39, 41 (Paris, 
1895). 
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office. Thus the early printed editions of the 
Vulgate did little more than perpetuate the 
current and corrupt form of text ; though the 
copies printed by Froben at Basel seem to have 
been made with care, and to have enjoyed a 
European reputation for accuracy ; * the present 
writer has found his Bible of 1602, with the 
glossa ordinaria, preserve a number of good read- 
ings, against almost all other early editions. 

Space forbids our enumerating the early editions of the 
Vulgate or examining their history ; the student who wishes to 
do this, may be referred to the sections on the subject in van 
Ess, Kaulen, Westcott, to Mr. Copinger's work, to E. Nestle's 
' Lateinische Bibeliibersetzungen ' In PJi]£3, to Le Long, Biblio- 
tkeca Sacra (ed. Maach, 1778-90), vol. ii.. to Veroellone. For. 
fast. i. pp. xcvi-civ, ii. pp. xxi-xxvi ; and, last, not least, to 
the British Museum ' Catalogue of printed books ; Bible, part L" 

The following editions at any rate should be borne in mind :— 

1. The • Mazarin * Bible, so called because the copy which 

first attracted the notice of Bibliographers was found 
in the library of Cardinal Mazarin ; otherwise known as 
the ' 42 line' Bible ; issued at Menu between 1453 and 
1466, in two vols. ; the printing is ascribed to Guten- 
berg, or to Peter Schoeffer, or to Johann Fust. Its 
rarity and beauty combine to make it one of the most 
valuable books in the world. 

2. The first Bible published at Rome is dated 1471, ud was 

printed by Swernheym and Pannartz, 2 vols. fol. ; 
reproduced by Andr. Frisner and Sensenschmit at 
Nuremberg, 1475. 

3. The important Venice edition by Fr. de Hailbrun and 

Nic. de Frankfordia, 1475, fol. ; the text is based largely 
on the Mazarin Bible, while Id turn many of the later 
editions are copied from this. 

4. The famous Complutensian Polyglot in six vols, fol., 

1514 and following years ; undertaken by Cardinal 
Ximenes, and printed at his expense.t A definite 
revision of the Vulgate text was undertaken in this 
edition, partly with the aid of ancient M88, still more 
from the Greek ; but with only moderate success. 
6. The Vulgate Bible of Robertus Stephanus, Paris, 1528, 
the first genuine attempt at a critical edition : three 
good MSS were collated for it. This was followed by 
a larger edition on the same lines, for which seventeen 
MSS were collated, four of which can be still identified ; 
printed 1533-40, reprinted 1546. Thi* edition it prac- 
tically the foundation of the official Roman Vulgate ; 
it is cited as «" in Wordsworth's edition. 

6. Parallel attempts at producing a critical text by the aid 

of MSS and earlier printed Bibles were being made 
by the Catholic Theologians at Lou vain ; and John 
Hentenius in his fine folio edition (Lou'ain, 1547, and 
often reprinted) used about thirty-one M88 and two 
printed copies ; it is impossible to identify them now. 
This edition is cited as % by Wordsworth. 

7. The small and rare octavo edition of Robertus Stephanus, 

dated 1555, should be noticed, as it is the first Latin 

Bible with the modern verse divisions. 
The Sixtine and Clementine editions are noticed below. 
The output of printed Bibles was very large ; during the first 
half century of printing some 124 editions were published ; Ver- 
oellone enumerates 179 editions again between the years 1471 
and 1599 ; and, in addition to these, numerous scholars, both 
Rom. Cath. and Protestant, undertook independent translations 
of the Bible into Latin, as well as revisions of the Vulgate text. 
Remembering this, we may be able to realize what a bewildering 
amount of differing versions were now current, all or any of 
which might appear to the ordinary reader as the Editio Vulgata. 
Such new translations were made on the Rom. Cath. side by 
Erasmus, Johannes Rudelius, Aug. Steuchus of Gubbio, Isidore 
Clarius, Sanctes Pagninus, Cardinal Caietan, and Joh. Bene- 
dicts ; on the Protestant side by Andr. Osiander, Conr. Pel- 
lioanus, Sebastian Minister, Leo Judas (the Zurich version), and 
Seb. Castellio.l 

All these editions, however, even on the Catholic 
side, were the undertakings of private individuals ; 
and neither Church nor pope had given to any one 
the full sanction of their authority. Yet the 
Council of Trent, in its fourth sitting (8th April 
1546), had already taken care to pronounce on the 
Canon of Scripture, and to enumerate a list of the 
books it held as canonical (see below, p. 885). 
Then, in the ' Decretum de editione et usn sacrorum 
librorum,' pleading the advantage that would 
accrue to the Church if, out of the many current 
Latin editions, one should be held as ' authentica,' 

* See W. A. Copinger, Incunabula Biblica, London, 1892. 

t See Kaulen, p. 314 ; Scrivener-Miller, Introduction, ii. pp. 
170-1 SI. rr 

% See Kaulen, pp. 319-378 ; the Zurich version of the Psalms 
was lined in the daily College Service at Christ Church, Oxford, 
fa long as that service was said in Latin. 



it proceeded to declare and resolve, * ut base ipsa 
vetus et vulgata editio quae longo tot stpculoruni 
usu in ipsa ecclesia probata est, in publiuis lecti- 
onibus, etc., pro authentica habeatur, et ut nemo 
illam rejicere quo vis pnetextu audeat vel pnesuinat.' 
It also ordered that 'hoc ipsa vetus et vulgata 
editio quam einendatissime imprimatur.' Two 
questions naturally suggest themselves as to this 
decree : what is the real meaning of 'authentica'? 
and what was the exact type 01 text, the 'vetus 
et vulgata editio,' which was thus designated ? 

The word ' authentica * seems to have been used 
and understood not only in the sense of official ,* 
but also in the sense of accurate — at any rate to 
the extent that there were no mistakes in it which 
might lead to false doctrine in faith or moral* ; it 
was in this sense that scholars like Andreas Vega 
and Bellarmine understood the word.t No verbal 
inspiration or infallible accuracy was claimed for 
it. Scholars might read their Bibles in the original 
tongues if they wished; but for ordinary use it 
was advisable to have one standard edition (' anth- > 
enticam hac mente ut cujus fas sit earn legere sine 
periculo ') instead of a number of independent and 
unauthorized translations. 

In regard to the second question, it is difficult to 
believe that the Fathers of the Council had in 
their minds any one particular printed or mann- I 
script copy as the edition 'longo tot saxiulornm 
usu in ecclesia probata' ;£ probably they were 
speaking quite generally, ana meant by this ex- 
pression the Uieronymian text, which they believed | 
to have been fairly transmitted through the Middle 
Ages, and to have been recognized by the Church I 
and used in her services — as against the bewilder- 
ing amount of new translations and arbitrarily 
corrected texts. | 

Though the Council thus ordered the preparation | 
of an official Vulgate, no immediate action was 
taken by the Church. John Hentenius, however, 
a professor at Louvain, undertook the preparation 
of an edition : this is the edition mentioned above 
(preced. col., No. 6), and often reprinted. The 
various Hentenian editions remained for some 
years as the standard text of the Roman Church, 
but were still private publications. 

Yet the task of preparing an official text occu- 
pied the minds of several popes, and under Pius IV. 
and Pius v. efforts were made at Rome to collect 
some of the oldest and most valuable MSS ob- ' 
tainable, and a commission was appointed to 
carry on the work. It was not, however, con- 
tinuously pursued till the pontificate of Sixtua v. 
(1585-1590), who pushed forward the revision of 
the text with great zeal. He summoned afresh 
the committee of cardinals and scholars under the I 
presidency of Cardinal Caraffa, entrusted them 
with the task, but worked himself with unwearied 
diligence at examining the readings and correcting 
the proofs.§ Old MSS and printed editions were 
consulted, and, where the authorities were divided, ; 
those readings were favoured which agreed with 
the original Greek or Hebrew. The result was the 
handsome Sixtine Edition of the Vulgate, which 
appeared in 1590, printed at the Vatican press, and I 
bearing the following title — on the first page: 
Biblia \ Sacra \ Vulgata \ Editionis | tribus tomi-t | j 
distincta | Bonus \ ex Typographia Apottolica Vati- i 
cana, | M-D-XC | ; on the second page : Biblia 
Sacra | Vulgata editionis \ ad | concilii Tridcniini \ 

• 8o Paul Fabre, La BM. Vaticane, p. 66 ; see also Kaulen 
pp. 401, 402. 

t See the art. on the Vulgate in Wetzer and Welte's Kircken- 1 
lexicon ; van Ess, pp. 197 f., 246 n.l, 408, 421 ; the same author"? 
Pragmatiea doct. Cath. TritL circa Vtdg. decreti kmiih, Sulx- 
bach, 1816, pp. 7, 24 ; Kaulen, p. 405 f. i 
t See van Ess, p. 254 f . | 
8 His assistant, Angelo Rocca, was so overworked that he 
grew ill and nearly died ; see E. Nestle, Kin Jubildum d. latei*. 
Bihel, Tubingen, 1892, p. 14. 
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prcBscriptum emendata \ et \ a Sixto 'V'P'M' | re- 
cognita et approbata. * 

This edition, though nominally tribvs tomis dis- 
tincta, is really in one volume, and the paging is 
continuous throughout ; it is cited hy Wordsworth 
as £. In text it resembles the Stephens edition 
of 1540 more than the Hentenian Bibles ; but a 
new system of verse-enumeration was introduced. 
The inconvenience, however, of a system which 
differed from one which was almost universal in 
current Latin Bibles no doubt led to this being 
dropped in the Clementine edition. 

The Sixtine edition was prefaced by the famous 
Bull beginning with the words: 'Aeternus ille.' 
This Bull recounted the care with which the pope, 
and the scholars and divines assisting him, had 
worked at the preparation of the book — 'ita tamen 
ut Veterem multis in Ecclesia abhinc seculis re- 
ceptam lectionein omnino retinuerimus ' ; it was 
decreed, therefore, that this edition was to be 
considered as the actual Vulgate, prescribed and 
pronounced authentic by the Council of Trent, 
and was to be used in all the Churches of the 
Christian world, 'pro vera, legitima, authentica, 
et indubitata, in omnibus publicis priyatisque 
disputation ibus, lectionibus, praniicationibus, et 
explanation ibus' (here the Bull goes beyond the 
decree of Trent, which only asserted that the 
Vulgate was to be considered authentic ' in publicis 
lectionibus, disputationibus, pnedicatiombus et 
exnositionibus'). No future edition was to be 
published without the express permission of the 
Apostolic See ; nor was any one to print a private 
or independent edition himself; nor was the Six- 
tine edition, for the next ten years, to be reprinted 
in any other place than the Vatican ; after that 
time editions might be printed elsewhere, but 
must always be carefully collated with the Sixtine 
edition, ' ne minima quidem particula mutata, 
addita, vel detracta,' and must be accompanied 
with the official attestation of the inquisitor of 
the province, or bishop of the diocese, that this 
was the case ; no variant readings, scholia, or 
glosses were to be printed in the margin. Persons 
disobeying these orders, whether editors, printers, 
or booksellers, were, besides the loss of all the 
books and other temporal punishments, to suffer 
the penalty of the 'greater excommunication,' 
from which they could not be relieved, ' nisi in 
articulo mortis, save by the pope himself. f 

The Sixtine edition, however, met the fate of 
most revised versions, — unpopularity amongst the 
clergy and laity who were used to unrevised texts, 
—ana an order in the Bull that the missals, 
breviaries, etc., were to be corrected from the 
Sixtine text, was especially distasteful. Sixtus, 
too, had offended the Jesuits by placing one 
of Bellannine's books X on the Index Librorum 
prohibitorum ; and Bellarmine, in a letter to 
Clement VIII., spoke very strongly in condemna- 
tion of the Sixtine edition. § The brief popularity, 
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* So the British Museum and Bodleian copies. See van Ess, 
>. 266, 266 n., also Nestle, p. 20 ; but the Gottingen copy of 
e Bible, according to van Ess (whose statement Prof. Nestle 
confirms), has : Biblia I Sacra J Vulyata | editionis | Tribut 
iomi» | dittincta | Romas \ Ex Typographia Apottolica Vati- 
carta | mdxc | , on the second page; while the first page has: 
Biblia | Sacra | vxdgatm editionis | Sixti quinti | Pont. Max. | 
Junu rtxqnita atque edita. There may then have been more 
than one edition of the Sixtine Bible ; it looks, however, as if 
the first title had been lost, and then filled up by the binder 
from the Clementine edition. 

A reduced facsimile of the Sixtine title-page is given by P. 
Fabre. La BibL Vatican*, p. 69. 

t This Bull is printed at length in Tbos. James, Bellum 
Papale, London, 1600, and in van Ess, p. 209 f. ; the most im- 
portant parts of it are given in Kaulen, pp. 449-457. 

X D« dominio Papas direclo, in which Bellarmine main- 
tained not the direct, but only the indirect, dominion of the 
pope over the whole world ; see The Pope and the Council, by 
1 Janus,' 1869, p. 63. 
f 'Novit beatltudo v extra, cui se totamque eoclesiam dis- 
VOL. IV. — 56 



therefore, that attended it is easily intelligible. 
Sixtus died in August 1590. A number of short- 
lived popes succeeded him ; and in January 
1592 Clement VIII. ascended the throne. In the 
same year all copies of the Sixtine edition were 
called in, and another official edition of the 
Vulgate was published from the Vatican press, 
which has ever since been known as the Clemen- 
tine edition (Wordsworth's £). This edition was 
accompanied by a preface, written by Bellarmine,* 
which asserted that while the former edition was 
being printed Sixtus v. had himself noticed many 
inaccuracies in the printing, and had consequently 
resolved to recall it and bring out a new edition : 
he had been prevented by death, but his design 
was now at length carried out by his successor, 
Clement VIII. 

Yet this attempt to shift the blame from the 
editors to the printers cannot be justified. The 
number of misprints in the Sixtine edition is 
extraordinarily small for a book of such size, and 
many of them were corrected, either with the pen 
or by pasting a small slip of paper with the right 
reading over the misprint, before the book was 
published. t The real reasons for the recall of the 
edition must have been partly personal hostility to 
Sixtus, and partly a conviction that the book was 
not quite a worthy representative of the Vulgate 
text. The Clementine text, indeed, differs from 
it in some 3000 places, and is a return to the type 
of text found in the Hentenian Bibles. In the 
critical notes to the Oxford Vulgate the reader will 
constantly see S witnessing for one reading, 
while |j £ witness for another ; and on the whole 
we willingly admit that the Clementine text is 
critically an improvement upon the Sixtine. 

The difficulty of escaping the penalties, so freely 
denounced by Sixtus on any who should change 
the least particle in his text, was surmounted by 
the bold device of printing his name instead 
of Clement's on the title-page, and so presenting 
the edition to the world as a Sixtine edition. X The 
title is — on the first page : Biblia \ Sacra | Vul- 
gates I Editionis \ Roma; \ Ex Typographia Apos- 
tolica Vaticana | M.D.XCII | ; on the second: Biblia 
Sacra \ Vulgatce Editionis \ Sixti Quinti \ Pont. 
Max. I jussu I recognita atqueedita \ ; the engraved 
border in the second page is the same as in the 
Sixtine edition. § 

A Bull attached to the Clementine edition for- 
bade any copy of the Vulgate to be printed in 
future without being first collated with the Vatican 
copy, ' eujus exemplaris forma, ne minima quidem 
particula de textu mutata, addita, vel ab eo de- 
tracta, nisi aliquod occurrat, quod Typographical 
incurife manifest* adscribendum sit, mviolabiliter 
observetur'; nor were even variant readings to be 
printed in the margin. 

A longer life has been granted to the Clementine 
Vulgate than was the fate of the Sixtine, and to 

crimini commiserit Sixtus v., dum juxta propria doctrinal 
sensus, sac ro rum bibliorum emendationem aggressus est; nec 
satis scio, an gravius unquam periculum occurrerit ' ; see van 
Ess, p. 290. 

* Reprinted in James, Bellum Papale, and in van Ess, p. 
365 f. 

t The number of words thus pasted over is not above forty in 
the whole Bible ; see James, Bellum Papale, and van Ess, pp. 
331-833. The present writer has discovered only two uncorrected 
misprints in the Four Gospels ; and, indeed, the Sixtine edition 
was much more carefully printed than the Clementine. 

} The regular form of title in a modern Vulgate Bible — ' Biblia 
Sacra VulgaUe Editionis Sixti v. Pont. Max. jussu recognita et 
dementis VIII. auctoritate edita'— cannot be traced at present 
earlier than 1604 ; up to that time Sixtus seems to have appeared 
alone upon the title-page ; later, Clement occasionally figures by 
himself. 

f James (Bellum Papale) not unnaturally makes capital out 
of the differences between the two papal editions ; cf. 8ixtus 
Amama, Anti- Barbaras Biblicut, lib. i. c. hex., Amstelod., 
1623. Lists of the variations can be found in James, Amama, 
Bukentop, Lux de Luce, p. 319 f., and VerceUone. 
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the present day the edition of 1592 remains the 
standard edition of the Roman Church.* The stern 
prohibitions of the Pupal Bull have succeeded in 
providing members of the Roman Church through- 
out the whole world with a fixed and unalterable 
text of the Sacred Scriptures, but at the cost of 
suppressing any attempts at a systematic revision 
in the light of fuller critical knowledge ; and by a 
strange paradox the attempts that have been made 
in later years to emend the Vulgate text have come 
mainly from students outside the communion of 
the Roman Church. Vallarsi, indeed, in 1734, 
printed an emended text with such MS help as he 
was able to obtain, not, however, as the Bible, but 
as the Divina Bibliotheca in his edition of the works 
of St. Jerome. To Bentley's proposed critical 
edition of the New Testament t the Latin Vulgate 
was to be a most important help ; it being his linn 
conviction that the earliest MSS of the Vulgate 
would be found to agree so closely with the earliest 
Greek MSS that it would be possible ' to give an 
edition of the Greek Testament exactly as it was 
in the best exemplars at the time of the Council of 
Nice, so that there shall not be twenty words, nor 
even particles difference.' Bentley himself collated 
a number of English Vulgate MSS for this purpose ; 
his friend John Walker collated still more at 
Paris in 1719 and the following years, and obtained 
collations of several Oxford MSS from David 
Casley. The projected edition, however, came to 
nought, partly perhaps in consequence of Bentley's 
advancing years, partly because a more extended 
and thorough collation of Vulgate MSS did not 
show that exact agreement with the earliest Greek 
which he had expected. Bentley died in 1742, and 
John Walker in November 1741 ; their collations, 
however, were preserved, and have proved of con- 
siderable value to the Bishop of Salisbury (Dr. J. 
Wordsworth) in his critical edition. The German 
scholar, Dr. P. Corssen, of Berlin, has been for 
some time engaged in research with a view to a 
critical edition of the Vulgate NT, though hitherto 
only the Epistle to the Galatians has been pub- 
lished.:!: The Bishop of Salisbury in conjunction 
with the present writer is also engaged on the 
same task, and has published the four Gospels 
with prolegomena ; the work is still in progress. 

iii. The Nature and Method of Jerome's 
Revision.— The work before Jerome in his edition 
of the two Testaments varied so widely that we 
must treat them apart ; and, as the NT was pub- 
lished first, it may be advisable to consider it 
before the OT. 

In his letter to Damasus, Jerome describes 
plainly enough the nature of his revision of the 
four Gospels. He revised the existing Latia ver- 
sions by the aid of the oldest Greek MSS he could 
have access to, making alterations only where the 
sense of the passage required it.§ 

Such a revision was no new thing in the history 
of the Latin versions. We may put aside the ques- 
tion whether what is called the European family 
of the Old Latin texts be an independent version 
from the African family, or an early revision of it 

• Naturally enough, the various modern editions do not all re- 

B resent the Clementine text with absolute or with equal accuracy; 
le student who wishes to possess an accurate text is advised to 
obtain the very careful edition published by Vercellone at Home 
In 1861, and to note what the editor says in his preface as to the 
few occasions on which he has deviated from the Clementine 
edition of 1502 : for the NT the edition of Hetzenauer (Oeniponta 
1899) is convenient and, so far as we have tested it. accurate. 

t His letter to Abp. Wake is dated April 1716, the proposals 
for printing were issued in 1720 ; see A. A. Ellis, Dentleii eritica 
tacra (Cambr. 1862), p. xii f. 
J Corssen, Eputula ad Galatas, Berlin, Weidmann, 1885. 
I Ep. ad Damasum, ' Hax; prtesens prafatiuncula pollicetur 
quattuor tantum Evangclia . . . codicum Grxcorum cmendata 
conlatione, sed veteruin. Qua) ne multum a lectionis Latino* 
consuetudine discreparent, ita calamo temperavimus, ut his 
tantum quae sensum videbantur mutare correctis, reliqua 
wanere pateremur ut fuerant.' 



[see Latin Versions]. But there can be no doubt 
that the Italian family, represented in the Gospels 
by the Codices Brixianus (f) and Monacensis (q), 
though principally by the former, is a revision of 
the European family, partly in accordance with a 
different and somewhat later type of Greek MSS, 
partly in order to give the Latimty a smoother and 
more even appearance (Westcott and Hort, Intro- 
duction, p. 79). There can be equally little doubt 
that Jerome knew of, and valued, this revision, and 
made it the base of his own : a short examination 
of a few pages of the Vulgate with the main Old 
Latin MSS will convince any reader that Jerome s 
text is in Latinity much closer to the Codex 
Brixianus than to any other Old Latin MS ; Mr. 
Burkitt, indeed, maintains that / is really a 
Vulgate MS with Old Latin elements that nave 
come in through the Gothic (see JThSt, i. 129 ; and 
Kaufmann in ZUchr.f. deutsche PkUologie, xxxiL 
305-335). 

If, however, we compare the Greek text under- 
lying the Vulgate with that represented by/ q, we 
shall see that for the Gospels at any rate it is a 
return to the older type of MS, especially K and B ; 
the tables of readings which, as the present writer 
believes, demonstrate this, may be studied in the 
Epilogus to the Oxford edition of the Vulgate ; * 
but if the student will examine the apparatus 
criticus of Tischendorf's Greek Testament the same 
fact will be disclosed to him ; time after time t the 
Vulgate follows the older Latin and older Greek 
MSS, while / and q agree with the later. Jerome, 
indeed, twice in his commentaries quotes with re- 
spect the readings of the Greek MSS belonging to 
Origen ; t but the readings in one case agree with 
and in the other case differ from KB, so that we 
cannot conclude much as to the nature of their 
text. Other points have been noticed by scholars, 
connecting Jerome with the Sinaitic and Vatican 
texts ; in the OT, Mr. Burkitt § says that Jerome 
• in his translations from the LXX in the prophets 
is generally very faithful to the Vatican text' ; and 
in the Acts the Codex Amiatinus has 70 capitula 
with corresponding section-numerals in the text, an 
enumeration which is marked in the margins of both 
K and B, but is otherwise, according to Hort, un- 
known in Greek MSS and literature ; !| so that 
there is a cumulative argument of considerable 
weight on behalf of Jerome's having made use of 
manuscripts of this type. 

At the same time it is clear that he must have 
consulted MSS of a type different from anything 
we now possess. There are instances in the Gos- 
pels, few but clear, where he has apparently cor- 
rected the reading against all known Greek 
authorities, as well as against the Old Latin ; T 
and in some of his commentaries he expressly 
mentions and discusses readings which are other- 
wise unknown to us. The most striking instances 
of these latter are, (1) the clause at the end of St. 
Mark's Gospel (16 M ) quoted in the contra Pclag. ii. 

• Novum Uttamenlum . . . secundum editionem S. Hieronynn 
. . . reeentuit J. Wordsworth, in optrit tocielaUm adruxnlo H. 
J. WJiite, Oxonii, 1889, p. 660 f. 

t e.g. in one chapter of St. Matthew, 61- * «• l* w. *. 

J In Mt 24» 'in Onecis et maxime Adamantii ct Pieril 
exemplaribus' ; in Gal 3' 'in exemplar! bun Adamantii' ( = Ori- 
genis). 

f Itulet of Tyooniut, Cambr. 1894, p. cviii. 

II Westcott and Hort, Introduction, p. 266 ; Robinson. Eutha- 
tiana, p. 42 f., Cambr. 1S95; Berger, Hilt, de la Vulgate, etc 
p. 3»7. 

U e.g. Mt 27» omission of vidtntet or aipieiente*=6u. f mZn, 
(ipZnu 800) ; JT, g i /, who join in the omission, are mixed texts 
with a large Vulgate element in them ; cf. Mk 6** omission of 
abient (twtlMt) with I ; 10« om. in vobi* with f ; Lk 9** in 
cordiou* vettrit against the Gr. t* vk Zrm if*** and the Old Ut . ; 
22*8 erat petru* against the Or. is>0ir» i ». and the Old Lat. 
tedebat ; Jn 7» ex hierotolymit with e ,f % against the Gr. •« 
and the Old Lat. ; 8" jUii against the Gr. 
rwitft* and the Old Lat. teinen ; 21" agno* mtv* against ths 
Gr. rk rpifimrm and the Old. Lat. ovet wuo». 
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15, as occurring 'in quibusdam exemplaribus et 
max i me in gnecis codicibus ' ; * (2) the discussion 
on Jn 10 10 in the Commentary on Ezk 46, where 
Jerome says, ' et fiet unum atrium et units pastor : 
hoc enim grace a6\ij sign ifi cat, quod latina sim- 
n licit as in ovile transtulit ' ; all existing Greek 
MSS read not a&Xy but volary here, and the Old 
Latin have unus (or una) grex. The careful student 
will detect other cases ; but enough has been given, 
we believe, to make it clear that Jerome's Greek 
MSS were partly of the type so highly esteemed 
by Hort, partly of a type which has since dis- 
appeared. 

f he other books of the NT may be more sum- 
marily considered. In the Acts of the Apostles, 
the oldest MSS, such as Amiatinus and (less fre- 
quently) Fuldensis, agree in text with KB and AC ;t 
in the Epistles, the revision was much more hasty, 
and very possibly was made with but slight, though 
with some, regard to the Greek ; J such is also the 
opinion of Dr. C. R. Gregory, § who says of the 
work outside the Gospels, ' Ceteri vero Novi Testa- 
menti libri annis ut videtur proximis vel etiam 
proximo anno recensiti non tarn diligenter emen- 
dati sunt; recensio horum textus nova vix prcebet 
novas lectiones e Gncco ductas sed solas elocu- 
tiones politiores atque cultiores Latinas.' 

The textual criticism of the Vulgate NT is one 
of the most complicated problems facing modern 
scholars. The reader will, however, have gained 
from the section above on the history of Jerome's 
translation after his own death, a fair amount of 
information as to the relative value of different 
groups of MSS. The vast majority of 13th and 
14th cent. MSS may be put aside as comparatively 
worthless, and it would be easy enough for any 
student to compile — say from the Oxford edition 
of the Gospels— a list of readings the presence of 
which in a late MS would be quite sufficient 
evidence that it was only reproducing the current 
and valueless mediaeval type of text. He will 
also have learnt the interest of the MSS con- 
taining the Theodultian recension, the very varied 
types of text presented by the Alcuinian Bibles, 
and the mixture of French and Irish elements in 
the 8th and 9th cent. MSS, written in F ranee by 
Irish or Northumbrian scribes. It is not very 
hard, therefore, to arrange our MSS in groups, as 
has been done in the lists at the end of this 
article; but to go further and apply to them a 
genealogical as well as a geographical classifica- 
tion is what the present writer at any rate has 
not yet found himself able to do. The grounds on 
which in the Gospels the early Northumbrian 
MSS such as AASY, the 6th cent. Fuldensis (F), 
and Ambrosianus (M), and the first hand of the 
Hubertianus (H*), have been preferred to other 
MSS, have l>een set forth at some length in the 
Epilogus to the Oxford edition of the Gospels (pp. 
708-732). F and M are two of the earliest exist- 
ing Vulgate MSS ; and the whole group seems to 
otter strong internal evidence of preserving a pure 
type of text. The MSS forming it show less 
trace than others of mixture from Old Latin 
sources ; they agree more closely with the Greek 
text of KBL, and we have seen it to be probable that 

* It runs : ' Poatea quum accubuissent undeclm apparuit 
eis iesus et exprobravit incredulitalem et duritiam cordis 
eorum quia his qui vidernnt eum resurgentem non eredi- 
derunt. Et illi satisfaciebant dieentes stpculum istud iniquitatis 
et incredulitatis substantia (Cod. Vat. sub satana) est qute non 
sinit per inunundos spiritus vcratn dei apprehendi virtutem. 
Idcirco jam nunc re vela justitiam tuam ' ; cf. Resth, Agrapha, 
p. 456 (TV v. 4). 

t See especially Blass, Acta Apottolorum, Gottingen, 1895, 
p. 25. 

J For the Romans see Sand ay -Head Ian i ( Intern at vjiuU Critical 
Commentary), p. Ixvi 

} In the third volume (Prolegomena) to Tischendorfs A'ooum 
Test. Grace, ed. 3, Leipz. 1804, p. 971. 



Jerome partly modelled his revision on MSS of 
this type ; they are free from the numerous small 
additions, amplifications, conflations, etc. which 
are commonly found in later MSS, and may fairly 
be regarded as the marks of a degenerate text 
even when they are found in an early MS, such 
as the Harley Gospels (Z). Yet all the MSS of 
the Vulgate NT are so spoiled by mixture, that it 
is impossible to select one MS or group and follow 
its readings throughout. There are cases both in 
the Gospels and in the Acts where one group must 
be clearly followed in one verse and as clearly 
rejected in the next, there are others where an 
obvious clerical error, or a conflate reading, has 
been perpetuated in every known Vulgate MS ; no 
MS or group seems to preserve a consistent type 
of text. Still there is here an excellent oppor- 
tunity for the student ; and it may be possible in 
time to do for the MSS of the Vulgate something 
analogous to what Westcott and Hort have done 
for the MSS of the Greek text. 

Jerome's work on the OT stands on different 
ground from his work on the NT ; here it was not 
an emended translation in the light of better MS 
authority, but a completely new version made 
direct from the Hebrew, where the text was, as 
he thought, in a fairly even and satisfactory con- 
dition, compared with the confusion shown by the 
LXX. Jerome docs not seem to have imagined 
the possibility of variation to any serious extent 
in the Hebrew MSS, though he tried to procure the 
best that were attainable (Ep. xxxvi. 1, ad Dama- 
sum; Pnrf. in Paralip. iuxta LXX). He talks 
in general terms of the * Hebrew,' the ' Hebraica 
Veritas,' etc. ; nor does the text used by him seem 
to differ largely from the Massoretic text which 
has been handed down to the present day.* Yet 
it is not quite identical ;t and as it is practically 
certain that the copies he used did not possess the 
vowel points, it is but natural that his interpreta- 
tion of the consonants should occasionally differ 
from that adopted by the Massoretes. 

Jerome's version, again, was not the first that had 
been made direct from the Hebrew ; he could con- 
sult not only the LXX, but also the independent 
translations of Aquila, Symmachus, and Theodo- 
tion ; and indeed in the Bk. of Daniel the version 
of Theodotion was that generally used in the 
Church, t 

His method of translating the OT he describes 
to us in the preface to his Comment, in Ecclesi- 
astcn : though he is only referring to that book in 
his preface, there is no doubt that he is describing 
his general practice. He worked with the Hebrew 
text, translating it directly, according to the best 
of his power and knowledge, with such help as he 
could obtain from the Jewish Rabbis and their 
traditional methods of interpretation ; he tried to 
be conservative, and to keep to the lines marked 
out by the LXX ('de Hebneo transferens magis 

• Kaulen, p. 108 ; Westcott, p. 1714 ; the latter says of 
Jerome's work that it is ' a remarkable monument of the sub- 
stantial identity of the Hebrew text of the 4th cent, with the 
present Masoretic text'; and with regard to the Bks. of 
Samuel, Wellhausen speaks even more strongly in the same 
direction, Der Text d. Jiucher Samuelu, Gottingen, 1872, p. 3, 
Anm. 2. 

t Nowack, Die Bedeutung its Hier. fiir die alttest. Kritii, 
Gottingen, 1875, assert* that the identity is not complete, and 
that in many cases Jerome follows the Greek translators, or 
Chaldee, or Syrinc, whilst in some variant readings he stands 
quite alone ; similarly H. P. Smith, 4 The Value of the Vulgate 
Old Test, for Textual Criticism,' in the Presbyterian and lie- 
formed Jitriew, April 1891, notes that in a number of cases 
Jerome'B text varies from that of the Massoretes, and even 
where it simply shows agreement with the Gretk it is not 
always dependent upon it ; again, ' it has in a number of cases 
readings agreeing with the Syriac where the derivation of one 
from the other is unlikely; it shows besides a number of 
variants in which it stands alone.' 

{ J'raxf. in Dan. : ' Danielem prophetam juxta LXX inter- 
pretes Domini Salvatoris ecclesin non legunt, utentes Theodo- 
tionis editione ; et cur hoc accident nescio.' 
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me LXX interpretum consuetudini coaptavi, in 
his dumtaxat qure non multum ab Hebraicis dis- 
crepabant') ; he did not disdain to incorporate parts 
of the Old Lat. versions,* and he also made use of 
the translations of Aquila, Symniachus, and Theo- 
dotion, so as to observe the mean between excessive 
novelty and slavish adherence to ancient errors ;t 
and his aim in translating was to represent the 
sense of the original rather than strain after literal 
exactness (Ep. lvii. ad Pammachium. ; cvi. ad 
Suniam et Fretelam). Such, at least, was his 
general practice: 'non verbura e verbo, sed sensum 
exprimere de sensu.' He professes to be more 
careful in the Holy Scriptures 'ubi et verborum 
ordo lnysterium est,' and where 'in verbis singulis 
multiplices latent intelligent ite ' (Ep. liii. ad Paul- 
inum) ; yet he shows with such obvious satisfaction 
that the apostles and evangelists in their inter- 
pretation of the OT sought after ' sensum . . . 
non verba, nec magnopere de ordine sermonibusque 
curasse dum intellectui res pateret,' that we may 
well imagine that in his own translation, even of 
the Bible, he would be much less literal than he 
thought he was.? An examination of his transla- 
tion, such as has been made by Kaulen (p. 169 f.) 
and Nowack, verifies this expectation. It is the 
work of a good, though by no means immaculate 
or scientific Hebrew scholar, aiming at the sense 
rather than at the words of the original. Occasion- 
ally in translating he shows traces of the influence 
of Rabbinical tradition ;§ occasionally, on the other 
hand, he inserts a Messianic meaning in the trans- 
lation where the original does not bear it ; II and he 
is fond of interpreting Hebrew proper names, there- 
by reversing the practice of the LXX translators, 
who frequently solve the difficulty of a hard 
Hebrew word by simply transliterating it in Greek 
characters ; a few amplifications are found where 
the verse seems to need them ;1T in other cases the 
pleonastic Hebrew is compressed in the Latin. •* 

The translation, too, varies in the different books ; 
some were translated with the utmost care, some 
were finished in extraordinarily short time. In 
the Proloqus Galeatus Jerome speaks of the dili- 
gence he had bestowed on the Bks. of Samuel and 
Kings.tt and Kaulen ranks his translation of the 
historical books as his best work, Xt and after them 
Job and the prophetic books. Proverbs, Ecclesi- 
astes, and Song of Songs are carefully rendered, 
notwithstanding the short time that was directly 
spent on them ; but Judith and Tobit, which were 
translated in great haste, show more dependence 
on the Old Latin version. In spite of this occasional 
unevenness, then, we may confidently assert that 
the general standard of the translation is a very 
high one ; and we may gladly echo the words of 
the 'translators to the render' in our own AV, 
that Jerome performed his task ' with that evidence 
of great learning, judgment, industry, and faithful- 

• G. Hoberg, De S. Hieronymi ration* interpretandi, Bonn, 
1836, p. 36. 

t See Nowack's essay, quoted above, and Driver, Note* on 
the Heb. Text of the liks. of Sam. (Oxford. 1890), p. liv f., who 
notices that Jerome was especially prone to l>e guided by 
Symmochus, and that, where the Vulgate exhibits a rendering 
which deviates alike from the Hebrew text and from the LXX, 
the clue to its origin will generally be found in one or other of 
the Greek translations, especially in that of Symniachus. In 
the Preface to the Comment, in Eecleeiasten, Jerome frankly 
says, ' interdum Aquila quoque et Symmachi et Theodotionis 
recordatus sum.' 

I See the passages collected in Hoberg, p. 4. 
| e.g. On Jos U», Neh 97 (Kaulen. p. 173). 



I e.g. Is 111" 161 Hab 3i» (Kaulen, p. 174). 
1 Gn 31» « 4028, Lv 163, Jos 3i», Jg ; " " 



. Jg 8" (p. 177) ; see Hoberg, 

p. '21. 

Gn 36«3 39i» 40» 4128, Ex 40»-» ; also Nowack, pp. 18-21 : 
Hoberg, p. 19. 

tt 'Lege ergo prim urn Samuel et Halachim meum ; meum, 
inquam, meum. Quidquid enim crebrius vertendo et emen- 
dando sollicitius et didiein-.us et tenemus nostrum est.' 

Xi Kaulen, p. 179; Hagen (Spraeliliche Erorterungen turVulg. 
p. 8) praises also the Pentateuoh highly. 



ness, that he hath for ever bound the Church unto 
iiim in a debt of special remembrance and thank- 
fulness.' 

It must be remembered that the Latinity of the 
Vulgate is thus partly that of the Old Latin ; and, 
even where Jerome was translating anew, he prob- 
ably modelled his style, perhaps unconsciously, on 
that of the older versions, f he Latin of those 
versions was the Latin of ordinary popular con- 
versation, the old 'lingua rustica' with all its 
archaic characteristics, spoken not simply by the 
lower classes, but generally, even in Koine and 
amongst the higher classes ; different, of course, 
from the classical Latin of literature, but at the 
same time not simply confined to Africa in its 
popular use, as some writers seem to imagine. 
Nor, again, do we get this Latin in its natural 
form ; anxiety to reproduce the original as accur- 
ately as possible has led to the introduction and 
preservation of numerous Gnecisms and Hebraisms 
in the translation ; and we hardly ought to deplore 
this when we reflect how this literalism has re- 
vealed to the Western world the matchless beauty 
and power of Hebrew. The Latin of the Vulgate 
is therefore at once artificial and archaic, and yet 
forcible, clear, and majestic* 

The textual criticism of the Vulgate OT is, alas ! 
still in its infancy. Heyse and 1 ischendorf pub- 
lished in 1873 a collation of the Codex Amiatinns 
throughout the OT ; t and Vercellone has fur- 
nished valuable material for the Pentateuch and 
historical books in the mass of variant readings 
collected and arranged in his two volumes of 
•Varke leotiones.'* H. P. Smith § has devoted 
some attention to examining and classifying the 
MSS whose readings are there quoted, with the 
result of awarding a higher place to the Codex 
Amiatinns in the OT tnan even in the NT : he 
maintains that for a recovery of Jerome's original 
it is of the first importance, and that any critical 
edition would have to be constructed on the basis 
of the Amiatine MS and other MSS belonging to 
the same group ; P. Thielmann has collected a 
useful amount of material for Wisdom, Sirach, 
etc. (see Literature, p. 890), and is preparing a 
critical edition of those books. 

iv. History of thk Name. ||— For us, as to the 
Fathers at the Council of Trent, the term vulgata 
—properly vulgata bibliorum editio, vulgata bMi- 
onim interpretatio, biblui vulpata—hoB one mean- 
ing, and one meaning only ; it means the common 
authorized Latin version of the Holy Scriptures, 
translated or edited by Jerome. Yet the expres- 
sion is older than Jerome's time, and he himself 
frequently employs it of an edition already in use. 
It is used primarily in early Latin writers not of a 
Latin version at all, but of the Greek version of 
the Septuagint.1T and so is equivalent to the term 
tot*!) (kSoch, by which that translation was known ;* * 
as, however, the LXX was already familiar to 
Western Europe in the various Old Latin trans- 
lations which had been made from it, the term 
editio vulgata wonld naturally be applied to these ; 
though, as Westcott says, there does not seem to 

* See Hagen, Spr. Erorterungen tur Vulg. p. 6 ; Kaulen, pp. 
137, also his Ilandbueh tur Vulg. p. 5. 

t Biblia Sacra Latino vet. Tettamenti Hieronymo interprets 
. . . ed. Heyse et Tischendorf . LipsuB, 1873. 

t Varia leetionei vulgata lat. Bibl. editionu, torn. iL, Bona, 
1860-1864. 

| "The Value of the Vulg. Old Test, for Textual CriticisIn,• in 
Pre*, and Bef. Rev., April 1891, p. 224 f. 

|{ All that can be said on this question seems to be collected 
in van Ess, p. 24 f.; Kaulen, p. 17 1.; and Westcott, p. 1689. 

<I See the passages in van Ess, Kaulen, and Westcott ; 
especially Jerome, Comm. in lea. lxr. 20, ' Hoc juxU LXX 
interpreter dixlmus, quorum editio toto orbe vulgata est': 
and, in any Vulgate Bible, the notes after Est 10» 111 12» 14«» ; 
also Augustine, De Civ. Dei, 1. xvi. c 10, ' Hunt anni a dilnrio 
usque ad Abraham mlxxii. secundum vulgatam edition em boo 
est interpretum Septuaginta.' 

See the quotations from Origen and Basil in van Ess, p. 25. 
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be any instance in the age of Jerome of the 
application of the term to the Latin version 
without regard to its derivation from the Greek.* 

From being applied to the current version of the 
LXX, vulgata editio would be opposed to the 
emended text of Origen's Hexapla,j and so the 
term acquires the meaning of a corrupt as opposed 
to an emended text ; and in this sense Jerome 
uses the term interchangeably with vetus, antiqua 
editio,% the very term with which it is now so 
sharply contrasted. 

Wnen Jerome is referring to Latin versions of 
the Scriptures, he rather uses the terms in latino, 
latinus interpret, apud latinos ; and, when speak- 
ing of his own, nos, nostra interpretatio. As his 
translation gradually superseded the earlier ver- 
sions made from the LXX, it was inevitable that 
the expression which had been applied to them 
would ultimately pass over to him ; but the pro- 
cess was a slow one. The instances given in van 
Ess, and more fully in Hody,§ show that even 
down to the Middle Ages vulgata editio was at any 
rate occasionally used to designate the LXX ; while 
the usual terms by which Jerome's translation was 
known were translatio emendatior [rccens, nova, 
posterior, Hebraica], translatio quam tenet [quam 
recipit], Romana Ecclesia, etc., and most or all, 
from Bede's time onward, editio nostra, codices 
nostri. Roger Bacon || seems to be the first scholar 
who uses the term Vulgata in its modern sense, 
though he also applies it frequently to the 
Septuagint. 

v. Main Differences between the Latin 
and the English Bible.— It may be asked, in 
what way does the Vulgate Bible differ from our 
own Authorized Version ? Putting aside varia- 
tions of rendering and reading, the differences are 
in the number of books or portions of books 
received into the Canon, the order of books, and 
the numbering and division of the chapters. 
These differences are entirely in the OT ; in the 
NT the order of books is the same (though the 
Council of Trent U in its list of books places the 
Ep. of James after those of John), and the ' Ep. to 
the Laodiceans,' ** though found in many Vulgate 
MSS, is absent from the best, and from the official 
printed text. Many MSS indeed vary in the order 
of the books, and the Cath. Epp. often immedi- 
ately succeed the Acts ; but this order has not 
been adopted in the Clementine text. 

The books in the OT are : Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numeri, Deuteronomium, Josuae, Judi- 
cum, Ruth , Quatuor Regum , Duo Paral ipomenon ( i. e. 

* Jerome, for instance, in quoting the text of the LXX, 
occasionally translates its reading into Latin instead of writing 
it down in the Greek, and here too speaks of it as editio vul- 
gata ; but it is the Greek reading, not the Latin translation of 
it, which he is referring to : see especially Comm. in Matt. 
xiii. 85, 'Legi in nonnuilis codicibus . . . in eo loco ubi nos 
posuimus et vulgata habet editio ut impleretur quod dictum eat 
ptr prophetom dieentem, ibi scriptum, per luaxam prophetam 
dieentem ; and Comm. in Gal. v. 24, ' Et hoc ita admonitum 
sit, si vulgatam editionem sequiinur legentes : Qui autem sunt 
Chritti earnem crueifixerunt cum vitiu et concupiscenHii,' but 
see the whole passage. Van Ess (p. 41) no cms to be quite right 
in maintaining that even here Jerome means the Greek by the 
editio vulgata. 

t Jerome, Ep. cvi. 2. 

5 Comm. in Oiee xiii. 4, 'Qua ... in antiqua quoque 
edi tione LXX non leguntur' ; Ep. xlix. (ad Pammaeh.) ' Veterem 
editionem (libri Job) nostne translation! compara 1 ; Comm. in 
Ita. pro-/, ad cap. liv.; prcef. in Jotite, etc 

t P. 402 f. 

II See Hody, pp. 420, 429, ' Textus est pro major! parte cor- 
ruptus hombiliter in exemplar) vulgato, hoc est Pariiienti * 
by this he seems to mean the type of text which was produced 
and sold in Paris ; elsewhere (p. 425) he uses vulgata of the 
LXX, or its Latin representative, as opposed to Jerome's trans- 
lation, 'Quare cum translatio Ieronymi evacuavit transla- 
tionem vulgatam LXX et similiter '1 heodotionis, ut certum est 
omnibus, oportet quod Biblia qua utimur sit translatio ler- 
onvml,' etc. 

•f Sess. iv. Dseretum de Canonicit Scripturis. 

** For this apocryphal letter see Lightfoot, Colouiam, pp. 
274-300 ; also Westcott, Canon oj the A T, App. E, p. 580. 



Chronicles), Esdrse primus et secundus, qui dicitur 
Nehemiaa, Tobias, Judith, Esther, Job, Psalterium 
Davidicum centum quinquaginta Psatmorum, 
Paraboke, Ecclesiastes, Canticum Canticorum, 
Sapientia, Eccleaiasticus, Isaios, Jeremias cum 
Baruch (Lamentations is included under Jere- 
miah in the Tridentine list, though printed separ- 
ately as 4 Threni ' in the Bible), Ezechiel, Daniel ; 
duodecim Prophet® minores, id est : Osea, Joel, 
Amos, Abdias (i.e. Obadiah), Jonas, Michseas, 
Nahum, Uabacuc, Sonhonias [i.e. Zephaniah), 
Agga3us {i.e. Haggai), Zacharias, Malachias ; Duo 
Machabaeorum, primus et secundus. The order of 
hooks, it will be seen, is the same as in an English 
Bible, except that the books which we count 
apocryphal (and which are printed in the above 
list in italics) are with us placed at the end ; the 
sequence of books, however, is the same in our 
'Apocrypha,' save that we insert the two addi- 
tional books of Esdras and the Prayer of Manasses, 
which are not mentioned in the Trent list, but 
form in the Clementine Vulgate an appendix to 
the Bible, headed by the note * Oratio Manasso?, 
necnon libri duo, qui sub libri tertii et quarti 
Esdne nomine circumferuntur hoc in loco, extra 
scilicet seriem canonicorum librorum, quos sancta 
Tridentina synodus suscepit, et pro canonicis 
suscipiendos decrevit, sepositi sunt, ne proraus 
intenrent, quippe qui a nonnuilis Sanctis Patribus, 
et in aliquibus Bibliis latinis tarn manuscriptis 
quam impressis reperiuntur.' See also art. Apoc- 
rypha in vol. i. esp. p. 115 f. 

With regard to differences of amount contained 
under the title of this or that book, or the arrange- 
ment of matter in it, the following should be 
noticed. In most of the books of the OT the only 
difference found is an occasional variation in the 
versing, the last verse in a chapter being split up 
into two, and so on ; these are too unimportant to 
notice. It should be remembered that in its 
numeration of the Commandments the Vulgate 
Bible includes our second commandment in the first, 
and divides up the tenth into two, thereby preserv- 
ing the full number of ten ; this division is also 
employed by the Lutherans: see Decalogue. 

The Bk. of Esther in the Vulgate contains the 
additional chapters, which with us are printed 
separately in the Apocrypha after Judith. The 
later chapters of Job are arranged differently from 
the Authorized Version, though the amount con- 
tained is the same : ch. 39 contains 35 verses 
against 30 of AV, and consequently finishes at 40 s 
of AV, and 40' = our 40 8 ; and as this contains 28 
verses against our 24, the chapter finishes at 41 9 of 
AV, and 4P = onr 41 10 ; but as 41 in the Vulgate 
has only 25 verses against our 34, the difference 
ends there, and 42 begins in the Vulgate in the 
same place as in the AV. 

The variation in the Psalms is perhaps the most 
puzzling. The Vulgate follows the Hebrew in 
counting the title, where there is one, as the first 
verse of the Psalms, so that the versing is in these 
Psalms one verse ahead of AV. Pss. 9 and 10 form 
one Psalm in Vulgate, so that AV is one Psalm in 
front of the Vulgate for nearly all the rest of the 
Psalter, e.g. 11 AV = 10 Vulg. etc.; Pss. 114 and 

115 forming also one Psalm in Vulgate {i.e. 113), 
the AV is now two in front of the Vulgate ; but as 

1 16 AV consists of two Psalms in Vulgate, 114 and 
115 (which begins at v. 10 1 1 believed, therefore have 
I spoken '), it does not keep so for long ; finally, 147 
AV also consists of two Vulgate Psalms, 146 and 
147 (which begins at v. u * Praise the Lord, O Jeru- 
salem'), so that 148, 149, 150 are the same in each. 

In Lamentations ch. 5 of AV appears in the 
Vulgate as a separate book, under the title of 
' Oratio Jeremhe prophetic.' 

In Daniel at 3 -fl follow the additions which are 
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printed in onr Apocrypha after Baruch as • the 
Song of the three Holy Cliildren ' ; the versing is 
different, being instead of I "« 3 , so that 3* AV 
= 3 Ml Vulgate, which numbers in all 100 verses to 
the chapter, and runs into 4 s , chapter 4 1 Vulgate 
beginning at 4 4 AV but finishing at the same verse 
(** Vulg. = n AV) ; the other apocryphal additions 
are found at the end of the book, the story of 
Susanna forming ch. 13, and Bel and the Dragon 
ell. 14. 

vi. Manuscripts of the Vulgate.— Anything 
like a complete enumeration of the Vulgate MSS 
in Europe would be out of the auestion ; there are 
thousands, not only in the public libraries, but in 
private libraries and collections. Berger has ex- 
amined more than 800 in the libraries of Paris 
alone ; and it is estimated that the total number 
cannot be less than 8000. Nor would a complete 
enumeration, even if possible, be of much nse to 
the student ; the majority are late 13th and 14th 
cent. MSS, of very slight critical value, and prob- 
ably all presenting the corrupt type of text about 
which Roger Bacon used such strong language. 

The lists may be consulted which have been 
drawn up by Le Long. Bibliot/icca Sacra, ed. 1723, 
vol. i. p. 234 f.; Vercellone, Varice lectwnes, lioimv, 
1860, vol. i. p. lxxxiiif., ii. p. xviif.; in the 
fourth edition of Scrivener's Introduction, vol. ii. 
p. 67 f., the present writer has drawn out a 
selected list of 181 manuscripts, mainly of the 
NT ; Berger (Huitoire de, la Vulg. etc. pp. 374- 
422) gives a good list of 253 MSS ; and the largest 
list yet published is that of Dr. Gregory in the 
third volume of Teschendorf's Novum Tcstamentum 
Grace, ed. viii. pp. 983-1108, where some 2270 
MSS are enumerated ; they are not, however, 
described with the detail tiiat characterizes M. 
Berger's list. We have endeavoured here to draw 
up a list of the more important Vulgate MSS, 
arranged, according to the type of their text, as 
sketched out in the history given above. The 
student can thus, if he wishes, test our theory of 
the transmission and modification of the text by 
his own collations ; and if he examines other MSS 
not mentioned in the list, he can determine more 
easily in which class to place them. 

Our list is based mainly on the materials sup- 
plied by Berger. The reader will bear in mind 
that the classification can be only approximate, 
and that there are MSS which it will be difficult 
to assign exclusively to this or that group ; and 
indeed the earliest MSS on the list are among 
those which it is difficult to class, though we may 
venture to describe t hem as early Italian texts ; 
after them we may place the early Spanish texts, 
and then the other families in due course. The 
Roman numerals in square brackets signify the 
centuries to which the MSS are usually assigned. 

I. Earlt Italian Texts.— Codex Fuldentit of the NT, at the 
Abbey of Fulda in Prussia [vi] ; written for Bp. Victor of Capua, 
and corrected by him a.d. 541-540. The Gospels are arranged in 
one narrative, Ixised on the order of Tatian's Diatessaron, but 
the text has been altered to the Vulgate throughout ; in the 
Kpp. Loodiceans follows Colossians. Published by E. Rank© 
(Marburg, 186S). Cited by Tischendorf as fuld, by Wordsworth 
as K. 

The Milan Gotpett; Ainbrosian Library, C. 39 inf. [vi] ; 
uncials ; the sections and canons in the margin are written in 
Greek characters, while certain peculiarities of spelling ond of 
reading alsu suggest that the scribe had a Gnceo-Latin MS 
before him. Defective in parts. Wordsworth's M in Gospels. 

Codex Forajutientit, at Cividale, Friuli : Gospels [vi or vii), 
Matt., Luke, and John are at Cividale in Friuli ; these were 
published by Hinnchini. Erana'liarium Qundrujjlex.vlc, torn, 
ii. app. p. 473 f. (Itomro, 1749). The latter part of Mark (li'-'-l(P') 
is at Prague, and was edited by J. Dobrowsky, Fragmentum 
Prawn** (Pragai, 177s); the earlier part is at Venice, but in a 
wretched condition, and illegible. Tischendorfs /w- ond prog, 
Wordsworth's J. 

Codex Penuimu; part of Lk (l'-12 7 , much mutilated), in a 

Imrple MS, Chapter Library. Perugia [vi or more probably vii). 
'ublished by Itianchini, Emit, (juadr. torn. ii. app. p. 502; 
Tischendorf 's pe, Wordsworth's P. 



The Hartsy Gotpelt, Brit Mus. Hart. 1775 [vi or vii], in a 
small but beautiful uncial hand, written probably in Italy: 
the first hand omits the text Jn b*. Teschendorf's hart, Words- 
worth's and Ben tier's Z. 

II. Early Spanish Texts.— Leon, Cathedral Archives 15 [vii] ; 
a palimpsest MS, containing 40 leaves of a Bible in 7th cent, 
hand, i.e. portions of Ch, Jer, Exk, 1 Mac, Ac, 2 Co, CoL 
Un. The text is Vulgate at base, especially in Jer, Ac, and 
Pauline Epp. ; in other portions mingled with Old Lat element* 
and characteristic Spanish interpolations ; the ' three heavenly 
witnesses ' occurs 1 Jn 57. See Berger, pp. 8f., 884. 

The Axhburidiam Pentateuch, or, more strictly speaking, the 
Pentateuch of St. Gatien of Tours : now at Paris. Bibl. Nat., 
A'ouv. acq. Lat. 2334. A splendid MS, with interesting pictorial 
illustrations [vii or beginning of viii] ; uncial writing ; a good 
Vulgate text. The PaUoographlcal Soc. (L pi. 234) ascribe the 
MS to North Italy, but Berger (pp. 11, 12, 410) mokes out a 
strong case, mainly from the nature of the illustrations, for 
Spain. 

Codex Caventit ; Bible [ix probably] written in Spain, prob- 
ably in Castile or Leon, in small, round, and beautiful Vud- 
gothic minuscules, by a scribe Danila ; now in the Benedictine 
Abbey of Corpo di Cava, near Salerno : a copy of it was made 
early in this century by the Abbate de Rossi, and is in the 
Vatican (Lat. 84S4). The text is Spanish, and in the Gospels 
shows signs of being a revision ; occasionally it is mingled with 
Old Latin elements ; it contains 1 Jn 57 after 5". Before the 
Pauline Epp. there is the 'Proaemium taneti Peregrini aepitenpi,' 
and the canons of Priscillian ; after the Apocalypse there is an 
incomplete P$alterium ex Hebreeo ; the l*salter in the body of 
the MS is Gollican, but with numerous Old Latin marginal 
variants ; see Berger, pp. 14, 15, 379. Tischendorfs eav, Words- 
worth's C. 

Codex Toletanut ; Bible, Vlsigothic writing [probably viii], in 
the Nat. Libr. at Madrid. Characteristic Spanish text, with 
numerous interpolations ; has the text 1 Jn 57 in same place 
as Caventit, but in the Gospels does not present such a good text 
as that MS. Collated for the Sixtine revision by Chr. Palo- 
mares, whose work is preserved in the Vatican (Lat. 9508) ; the 
collation, however, was not used in that revision, as it reached 
Card. Caraffa too late. It has been published by Bianchini, 
Vindieias Can. Her. pp. xlvii-ccxvi (Romas, 1740), and reprinted 
by Migne, Pat. Lat. torn. xxix. p. 875 f. Tischendorfs tot, 
Wordsworth's T ; see Berger, p. 12. 

Madrid, University Library, No. 32 ; second volume of a mag- 
nificent Bible, in Visigothic hand [ix or x], containing Proverbs- 
Apocalypse. The ornamentation occasionally resembles the 
Codex Caventit ; the Pauline Epp. are headed by the Canons of 
Priscillian and the prooeinium Peregrini ; see Berger. p. 15. 

Codex .Umilianeut, at Madrid, Royal Academy of History, F. 
186. Bible [x], incomplete, and commencing in the middle of 
the Psalter ; in the NT Laod. is written by the second hand, in 
the margin. The first hand resembles Caventit, though it is 
somewhat larger ; the writer's name is given as Quisius. The 
MS formerly belonged to the Abbey of 8t iEmilianus (St. Millan 
de la Cogolia), between Burgos and Logrono ; sec Berger, p. 16. 

Leon, Cathedral Archives, 6; second volume of a Bible [x), 
beginning at Isaiah ; the NT has the Canons of Priscillian and 
the prooeinium Peregrini after the Acts, and contains Laod. The 
writing resembles Caventii, but is somewhat larger ; the names 
of two scribes — Vimara, a presbyter, and John, a deacon — are 
given ; see Berger, p. 17. 

Codex Gothieut Legionentit, preserved in the Church of San 
Isidro at Leon ; Bible [x], folio, dated a.d. 960, and written by 
the notarius Sanctio. The MS has belonged to the Church of San 
Isidro since the 12th cent., and was collated for Cardinal Caraffa 
by Fr. Trugillo, bp. of Leon, for the Sixtine revision, and by 
him called the Codex Gothieut. The collation is preserved in 
the Vatican (Lat. 4859). There are a large number of Old Latin 
variants in the margin, especially in the OT ; and Tobit and 
Judith are in the Old Latin throughout ; see Berger, p. 18 ; he 
has printed the Old Latin variants in the Bk. of Job in Xotiert 
et extraitt det MS de la B. A', etc., tome xxxiv. 2« partie, p. SOL 
(Paris. 1S93). 

Codex Complutentit (Le. belonging to Com plu turn = Alcala), 
Madrid, University Library, 31. Bible (ix or x], interesting 
text ; Ruth is Old Latin, agreeing closely with quotations in 
Ambrose ; the 4th book of Esdras is also preserved in on interest- 
ing text, with variant readings in the margin ; Esther, Tobit, 
Judith, 1 and 2 Mac, are also in an Old Latin version. In the 
NT the text is Vulgate, but with Spanish characteristics; 
Laodiceans follows Hebrevt. Ruth and parts of Maccabees 
have been published by Berger in the Xotiert et extraitt, 
mentioned above, pp. 8-12, 33-38 ; see also his Hutoire, p. 22. 

Poris, Bibl. Nat, Lat. 6. Bible in four vols, folio [x.], from the 
Abbey of Rosas in Catalonia. Tobit and Judith are preserved 
not only in the Vulgate, but also in the Old Latin ; and there 
are interesting Old Latin and other variants in the martini of 
the Acts, while Ac ll'-12* is entirely Old Latin ; see Berger, 
p. 24. Wordsworth's R in Acts. 

III. Italian Texts transcribed in Britain.— (a) Sortkvm- 
brian MSS.— Codex Amiatinut of the whole Bible, in the 
Laurentian Library at Florence [beginning of viii]. One of the 
three Pandectt written, either at Weannouth or Jarrow, by 
order of the Abbot Ceolfrid. He took it as a present to the 
pope on his last Journey to Rome in a.d. 715, but died before he 
reached the Holv City, and his followers carried on the volume 
and offered it to" the choir of 8t. Peter. The date and orijrin of 
the MS have been thus fixed by the successful deciphering of 
an erased inscription on the first leaf ; see the Palteographical 
Society's FactimiUt, ii. p!s. 66, 66, and Studia Bibtica. ii. p. 27J 
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(Oxford, 1890). Later, the MS was placed in the Monastic 
Library at Monte Amiata, whence it watt sent to Rome for use 
in the Sixtine revision. Finally, it was placed in the Mediceo- 
Laurentian Library at Florence. The NT was published in full 
by Tischendorf (Leipzig, 1850 ; second ed. with a few emenda- 
tions, 1854); und in 1873 Heyse and Tischendorf edited the 
Biblia Sacra Lat. Veteris Test. Hieronymo interpret*, printing 
the Clementine text of the OT, but dividing it according to the 
•cola and coiumata' of am, giving a collation of its variant 
readings, and printing in full the eapitula to the various books, 
which are found in Amiatinus, but not in the Clementine Vul- 
gate ; L&garde has published Wisdom and Sirach, see vol. iii. 
p. 61. 

The text of the MS in the NT, and especially in the Gospels, 
is a very pure Vulgate type on the whole, though with the 
characteristics of British MSS in it ; see the Oxford Vulgate, 
i. pp. 709, 726 732. In the OT it is also good, but in Ecclesi- 
astes and Ecclesiastlcus Old Latin elements have crept in ; see 
Berger, p. 88. Tischcndorf's am, Wordsworth's A. 

Durham Cathedral Library, A. ii. 16 ; Gospels [vii or viii], 
said to have been written by Bede, and may very possibly have 
come from Jarrow. The text is very close to that of Amiatinus, 
but where it varies Amiatinus is usually the better. Bentley's 
K, Wordsworth's A (in 8t. John only ; in the other Gospels it is 
not cited). 

Do., A. ii. 17 ; St. John, St. Mark, and St. Luke, incomplete 
[viii J, with another fragment of 8t. Luke, tl&-iS9*; large 
uncial hand, and both text and handwriting closely resemble 
Amiatinus, though the orthography is occasionally different ; 
see Berger, p. 38. 

Stonyhttrst St. John. The minute but exquisitely written MS 
of St. John, now in the possession of the Jesuit College at 
Stony hurst (vii or viii] ; originally, according to a legend as 
old as the 13th cent., the property of St. Cuthbert, in whose 
coffin it was found. The text closely resembles Amiatinus, but 
is on the whole not quite so good. Wordsworth's 8 in St. John. 

British Museum, Cotton Nero D. iv. The superb Lindisfarne 
GotpeU [vii or viii], written by Eadfrith, bp. of Lindisfarne, 
a.d. (193-721, and other scribes. The Latin is accompanied by 
an interlinear version in the Northumbrian dialect. The text 
very closely resembles that of Amiatinus, agreeing with it 
sometimes even in errors ; but, as with the MSS mentioned 
imniidiately above, where the two differ, Amiatinus usually 
has the better text. The MS from which these Gospels were 
copied must have come from Naples ; Dom G. Marin (lie me 
Benedictine, 1891, t, viii. p. 481) has pointed out that at the 
beginning of the Gospels there are lists of festivals and saints' 
days, among which appear names peculiar to Naples ; and the 
book may well have been brought to Lindisfarne by the Adrian 
who was abbot of a monastery near Naples, and who accom- 

Enied Abp. Theodore on his journey to England in 668 ; see 
rger, p. 39 f. Bentley's and Wordsworth's Y. 
Fragments of Matthew(l»-3*)and John (11 21) bound up at the 
end of the famous ' Utrecht Psalter.' The handwriting and text 
both strongly resemble the Codex Amiatinus, and are about the 
same dates (vii-viii). Wordsworth's U in Gospels. 

For the Psalter itself the reader should consult W. de Gray 
Birch, The History, Art, and Palceography of the MS, styled the 
Utrecht Psalter, London, 1876 ; and the later treatise bv Count 
P. Durrieu, L'oriyine du MS eOebre dit le 1'sautier <f Utrecht, 
Paris, 1895 (extrait des 'Melanges Julien Havet'); Count 
Durrieu supposes it to have been written at or near Rheims in 
the earlier part of the 9th cent. The text is the (JaUican 
Psalter. 

(6) Canterbury MSS (traditionally connected with Augustine 
and with Gregory the Great).— Oxford, Bodley 857, and Auct. 
D. 2. 14 : Gospels formerly belonging to St. Augustine's Library 
at Canterbury and generally known as 'St. Augustine'sGospels' 
[vii]. From the point of view of age, the MS might well have 
been brought to Canterbury by some of the later followers of 
Augustine, but the text shows it to be of native origin ; it is 
fairly near to Amiatinus, but has a large number of charac- 
teristics partly Irish, partly early Anglo-Saxon ; as Berger says 
(p. 36), it may be placed at the base of the Anglo-Saxon type of 
text, ond must owe its name not to being the personal property 
of Augustine, but to belonging to the abbey at Canterbury, 
which was consecrated to his memory. Tischendorf's boat, 
Wordsworth's O in Gospels. 

Cambridge, Corpus Christi Coll. eclxxxvi. Evan. ; Gospels 
[vii), formerly belonging to St. Augustine's at Canterbury, and, 
according to tradition, sent by Pope Gregory to Augustine; 
but the text docs not bear out this supposition ; it closely 
resembles that of the preceding MS, and is really Anglo-Saxon, 
though it has been corrected throughout in accordance with a 
MS of the Amiatinus type. Bentley's B, Wordsworth's X. 

British Museum, Cotton Vesp. A. 1. 'Roman' Psalter [ix], 
known as the ' Psalter of St. Augustine' : Anglo-Saxon type of 
text. 

Brit. Has., Reg. 1. E. vi. ; Gospels, imperfect [end of viii); 
written in England, and formerly belonging to St. Augustine's, 
Canterbury ; in all probability the second volume of the famous 
' Biblia Gregoriana,' mentioned by Elmham (' Hist. Monasterii 
S. Aug. Cantuar.,'ed. C. Hardwick, Rolls Scries 8, London, 1858). 
Text somewhat similar to those above ; Vulgate, mixed with 
Irish readings ; Bentley's P. 

(c) Irish and Anglo-Saxon MSS.— Book of Armagh ; Library, 
Trinity Coll., Dublin. New Testament written in a small and 
beautiful Irish hand, by the scribe Fenloninach (ix) ; it has the 
prologus Pilagii in omnrs aepittolas. La oil. occurs after Col., and 
Acts after Apoc. The late Dr. Reeves, bp. of Down, intended to 
edit it, and his work has been finished and published by Drs. 



Gwynn and Bernard of Dublin. The text of the MS'is at bottom 
good and closely allied to Amiatinus ; it displays many of the 
national characteristics, however, small interpolations, expli- 
cative additions, and relics of Old Latin readings (thus its 
omission of Jn b* is all the more remarkuble), etc., while the 
present writer cannot help thinking that it has been to a 
certain extent corrected trom the Greek ; see the Oxford 
Vulgate, pp. 714, 715 ; Berger, pp. 31-83. Wordsworth's D. 

The Book of Kelts: Trin. Coll., Dublin, A. 1. 6 ; Gospels 
[vii or viii], given to Trinity College by Abp. Ussher ; named 
from Kelts or Kenanna, a monastery in County Meath. It is 
famous for being perhaps the most perfect existing specimen of 
Irish handwriting, as the Lindis/arne Gospels are of English ; 
see Thompson, Greek and Lat. Palceography, pp. 239, 245, 246. 
But the text is also valuable, much resembling the Book of 
Armagh, with the usual Irish characteristics, and a great 
fondness for connate readings. A collation has been given by 
Dr. Abbott in his edition of the Codex L'sserianus (Dublin, 
1884) ; see also Berger, p. 41. Wordsworth's Q. 

Book of Durrow: Tnn. Coll., Dublin, A. 4. 6. Gospels [vi- 

vii) ; according to an inscription on what was the last page, 
the book was written by St. Columba in twelve days, but, as 
with the Echternach Gospels (see below in this column), this, 
with the rest of the book, must have been copied from an earlier 
exemplar; Durrow or Dearmog was a monastery in King's 
County, founded by Columba. Irish text, i.e. goon Vulgate at 
bottom, but with some of the characteristic national interpola- 
tions ; collation given by Dr. Abbott in his edition of the Codex 
Usserianus ; see also Berger, p. 41. Wordsworth's durmach. 

The Bookof Moling or Mulling : Trin. Coll., Dublin. Gospels 
[viii or ix], apparently never bound, but preserved in a case. 
An inscription gives the name of the scribe as Mulling, i.e. 
probably St. Mulling, bp. of Ferns, at the end of the 7th cent, ; 
out, as with the Book of Durrow, the inscription must have 
been copied from an earlier MS. Characteristic Irish text, 
sometimes with interesting variant readings ; see Berger, p. S3, 
and U. J. Lawlor, Chapters on the Book of Mulling, Edinburgh, 
1897. The MS is disfigured by damp, and is illegible in ports. 

The Stoioe St. John : bound up with the famous Stowe Missal, 
Royal Irish Academy, Dublin. Written in pointed Irish minus- 
cules [viii or ix] ; portions of the Gospel only. Good Vulgate 
text with the usual traces of Old Latin mixture ; see J. H. 
Bernard in Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, vol. xxx. 
pt. viii. (Dublin, 1893), who gives a description and collation 
of the MS ; also Berger, p. 42. 

Gospels of Macdurnan : Lambeth Palace Library. Written by 
the scribe Majielbrith Mac-Durnain [ix-x], delicate and rather 
cramped Irish writing ; Irish text. 

Lichfield, Chapter Library. Gospels [vii-viii], traditionally 
ascribed to 8t. Chad, bp. of Lichfield. The MS was perhaps 
written in Wales, but is in an Irish hand ; it belonged to the 
Church of St. Teliau at Llandaff, but was brought to Lichfield 
towards the end of the 10th cent. The writing and ornamenta- 
tion ore very beautiful, and resemble the Book of Kells ; Irish 
text, possibly corrected occasionally from the Greek. Contains 
Mt H-Lk 3» ; collation of the MS, with introduction, etc., by 
Scrivener, Codex S. Ceaddce Latinus, Cambridge, 1887 ; see also 
Bradshaw, Collected Papers, pp. 463-461 (Cambr. 18S9). Words- 
worth's L in Gospels. 

Cambridge, University Library, Kk i. 24 ; Luke and John, 
nearly complete [vii-viii], half uncial Irish hand, somewhat 
resembling the Book of Kells or the Gospels of St. Chad In the 
first 8 chs. of St. Luke the text is a strange medley of Vulgate 
and Old Latin ; for the rest, the text is Vulgate with occasional 
Old Lat. readings. 

Selden Acts: Oxford, Bodl. 3418 (Seld. 30). 8axon MS [viii], 
valuable text. Wordsworth's O in Acts. 

Rushworth Gospels or Gospels of MacRegol : Oxford, Bodl. 
Auct. D. 2. 19 (ix), written by an Irish scribe, who died a.d. 
820 ; has an interlinear Anglo-Saxon version. Irish text, with 
constant inversions of order in words, especially in St, Matthew ; 
possibly, too, corrected from the Greek. Collation given bv 
W. W. Skeat in The Gospel of St. Matthew ; A . -S. and Northum- 
brian versions, Cambr. 1887. Wordsworth's R in Gospels. 

Brit. Mus., Egerton 609. Gospels [ix], formerly belonging to 
the monaster}' of Mannoutler (MaJuB Monasterium), near Tours. 
It is an Interesting specimen, however, of a MS, written abroad 
in ordinary Caroline minuscule, but with Irish ornamentation, 
and with a regular Irish type of text ; see Berger, p. 47. It 
contains a number of variant readings which seem peculiar to 
the MS. Tischendorfs mm ; Wordsworth's E. 

This MS serves as an introduction to our next class of MSS. 

IV. CONTINENTAL MSS, WRITTEN BY IRISH OR SAXON SCRIBBS, 
AND SHOWING A MIXTURE OF THK TWO TYPES OF TEXT. — GoSpsU of 

St. Gatien, Paris, Bibl. Nat., Souc.acq. Lat. 1587 [viii], Anglo- 
Saxon liana, but probably written on the Continent ; belonged 
to St. Gatien's at Tours. The text contains a number of Old 
Lat. readings; in other respects resembles the Egerton MS. 
Usually cited as gat ; Berger, p. 46. 
The Echternach Gospels: Paris, Bibl. Nat. 9389 (probably 

viii] , written in an Irish hand, and belonging formerly to the 
Benedictine Abbey of St. Willibrord at Echternach ; yet an 
interesting inscription, obviously taken from the exemplar from 
which the MS was copied, asserts that the scribe corrected the 
text from a MS, 'de bibliotheca Euppi preuspiteri quern ferunt 
fuisse sancti Hieronimi.' The Eugippius here referred to was 
almost certainly the Abbot of Lucullanum, near Naples, in the 
early part of the 6th cent. The text, however, which has a 
scries of variant readings noted in the margin, is disappointing ; 
neither the first hand nor the corrector seems to display a con- 
sistent text ; and we have a strange mixture of good Vulgate, 
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Continental, and Irish type* ; tee Berger, p. 62. Wordsworth 
quotes it regularly. 

Codex Biyoliarrat : Pari*,- Bibl. Nat. , Lat. 281 and 288. Gospels 
[viii], formerly at Fecamp, Just above Havre, and therefore 
directly racing the English coast. The text and the hand- 
writing are what might be expected from its position ; it is 
written in a fine uncial hand, but tho ornamentation shows 
traces of British influence ; and the text is a good example of 
the mixture of Continental and British types that would be 
produced by an Irish scribe writing in a French monastery ; 
see Berger, p. 60. Wordsworth's B in Gospels. 

Brit. Mus., Add. 6463. Gospels from the monastery of 8t - 
Peter at Beneventum [viii or ix], written in a One revived 
uncial hand ; usually supposed, on the strength of an inscrip- 
tion, to have been written for Ato, abbot of St. Vincent ae 
Volterno, near Beneventum, about the middle of the 8th cent. 
Berger would, however, place it in the 0th cent. The text is a 
combination of British and Continental types ; see Berger, p. 92. 
Wordsworth quotes its readings. 

Angers : Public Library No. 20. Gospels [ix or x], written in 
a French hand, but with traces of Irish Influence in the orna- 
mentation ; and the text is Irish : see Berger, p. 48. 

Brit. Mus., Reg. I. A. xviiL Gospels [ix or x], known as the 
Gospels of .Ethels tan, and according to tradition presented by 
him to St. Augustine's, Canterbury. Written on the Continent, 
but with a good many Irish characteristics in the text ; see 
Berger, p. 40. 

Brit. Mus., Harley 1772. Epp. and Apoc. (viii or ix), in a 
French hand, but with a good deal of Irish work in the initials 
and ornamentation ; written, therefore, apparently in France, 
but partly by an Irish scribe. The text has been carefully 
corrected, and the readings of the first? hand are often quite 
illegible ; it contains a good many Old Latin and some Spanish 
readings ; CoL is placed after Thess., and Jude and Laod. are 
both wanting : see Berger, p. 60. Wordsworth's Z,. 

Paris, BlbL Nat., Lat. 9382 : Prophets (Jerem. -Daniel), Saxon 
handwriting [ix], and a good text Berger (p. 61) remarks that 
it is perhaps the only MS of the Prophets we poss es s that comes 
from the British Isles. 

Do., Lat 11,663. The second half of a Bible [ix], apparently 
written in the district round Lyons : the S. German* exemplar 
latum of It Stephanus (not Gtrmanum latum, as he is sometimes 
made to call it) ; it was a St. Germain MS. The text is strangely 
mixed ; in the OT, Spanish elements predominate, but the text 
is good, especially in Pr, Ec, Song of Songs ; in the NT, Mt is 
Old Lat, and cited among the OL MSS as g x (see vol. ill. p. 61) ; 
in the other Gospels there are many OL readings, but the text 
at bottom is of the class copied in France by Irish scribes ; Acts, 
good text, though showing Spanish influence ; Cath. Epp., poor 
Spanish text ; Apoc., good; Pauline Epp., fairly good, but with 
some OL readings. See Berger, pp. 65-72. Wordsworth's g, 
in Mt O in rest of NT. 

Wurzburg University Library, Mp. th. f. 6L 8t Matthew 
[viii), written in an Anglo-Saxon hand, with interlinear glosses ; 
mixed text 

Do., Mp. th. f. 12. Epp. of St. Paul [ix], with Irish glosses ; 
a well-known MS. The glosses have been often published, see 
Zimraer, Glotum Hibern., Berlin, 1881 ; Whitley Stokes, Old Irish 
Glouet of Wiirzburg and CarUruhe, Austin, Hertford, 1887 ; 
Olden, Holy Ser. in Ireland a thoutand year* ago, Dublin, 
1888. 

Do., Mp. th. f. 89. Epp. of St Paul [viii], with Irish initials ; 
Col. after Thess. 

Oxford, Bod. Laud. Lat 102. Gospels, Saxon hand (early x] ; 
it formerly belonged to Wiirzburg, and is among the MSS which 
were bought there at the instance of Abp. Laud, after the sack 
of the city in 1631 ; mixed text. 

Other Wiirzburg MSS worthy of notice, though not possessing 
Irish characteristics, are : — Mp. th. q. 1 a. Gospels [vii], fine 
uncial hand ; belonged, according to tradition, to St. Kilian, in 
whose tomb it is said to have been found. Mp. th. q. 1. Gospels 
[x] ; q. 4 Gospels [xi] ; f. 65 Gospels [viii or ix] ; f. 66 Gos- 
pels [viii or ix); t. 67 Gospels [vii or viii | ; semi-uncial, and 
with a good many Old Lat. readings in the first hand ; f. 08 
Oospels [vi or vii) ; good text in the first hand, resembling 
Amiatinus. And lastly, Mp. th. f. max. 1 Bible [xi] ; the 
Pauline Epp., Laod., and the book of Baruch have been ab- 
stracted. 

For the Wurzburg MSS see Schepps, Die SlUtten Evang. 
Handschriflen dtr Unit, bibliothek, Wurzburg, ls87,and Kober- 
lin, Bine Wurzb. Eoang. Handschr. (Program d. Studienanstalt 
bei S. Anna in Augsburg, 1891). 

V. Tvpb of Text ciirrrst in Lanouedoc (Berger, pp. 73-88).— 
Paris, Bibl. Nat, Lat 4 and 4« ; Codex Anieiensis, Bible [ix or 
x]. The text of the first hand somewhat resembles that of the 
Vallicellian Bible (see below, p. 889), but a contemporary hand 
has added a number of corrections (amongst others the ' three 
heavenly witnesses,' 1 Jn 57), and these often show traces of 
Spanish influence in the Acts. 

Do., Lat. 7. Bible [xi], with fine illuminations ; text coloured 
by Spanish influence, and in the Acts resembling the corrector 
of the Cod. Anicientis. 

Do., Lat. 254; Codex Colbertinu* of the New Testament [xii 
or xiii], written in S. of France. The text is Old Latin in the 
Gospels, and ta cited among Old Latin MSS as c (see vol. ill. p. 51) ; 
in the rest of the NT the text is Vulgate, and in a later hand, 
with all the characteristics of the S. of France about it. 

Brit. Mus., Harley 4772, 4773 : Bible in two fine volumes [early 
xiii |, the second probably of later date than the first ; written 
in S. of France, and with text belonging to that region. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat., Lat. 321 : New Testament (early xiii], be- 



longing to Perpignan. Ordinary text in Oospels, but parts of 
the Acta (11-137 28 >8 ad fin.) are Old Latin and allied to the 
text of the Codex Laud ion us (E e) and the Gigas (gig) ; Catholic 
Epp. have a Spanish text, resembling the Codex Toletaniu. 
The Old Latin portions of the Acts have been published ry 
Berber, Un aneien texte Lat. dee Actet dee Apitres rttroure 
n* un MS provenant de Perpignan ( Notice* et extrail* de* 
S6' de la MM. Nat. et autre* Bibliotkequee, tome xxxv. in 
partie), Paris, 1896. Wordsworth's p in Acta. 

Codex Ifemidovianu*. Bible [xiii], but copied from an 
earlier exemplar; it belonged in the last century to a Paul 
Deuiidov Gregorovitch, but its present position is unknown. 
The text was published in Acts, Epp., and Apoc. by Matttuei in 
his New Testament (1782-S) ; and Teschendorf has quoted it 
from his edition (under the sign demid). Wordsworth's dem. in 
Acts. 

VI. Otfirr French Texts.— For other type* of French texts 
anterior to the Theodulflan and Alcuinian recensions the reader 
must study M. Berger's book, p. 83 ff. All that we can do here 
is to enumerate some of the MSS he quotes, and the centres 
around which he has grouped them ; e.g.— 
MSS from Limoges : Paris, Bibl. Nat. 5 and 5* [ix] ; 8 and S* 
[xi] ; 316 [xii or xiii) ; 2328 [viii or ix] ; 315 [xii-xiii). 
from Tours: Paris, Bibl Nat. 112 [x], 113. 
from Fleury : Orleans, Public Library 16, portions of 5 

MSS of different dates, 
from Chartres : St John, Paris, Bibl. Nat 10.489 (viii). 
Other MSS from the N. of France : Autun, Grand Seminaire S 

(viii), Paris, Bibl. Nat 17,226 [vii] ; 256 [vii] ; 14.407 [ ix). 
Bibles from St Riquier: Paris, Bibl. Nat. 11,604-6 (ix), the 
S. Germani longum exemplar of R. 8tephanus ; interesting 
text ; Bibl. Nat. 45 and 93 [ix or x], the Codex Itegius ; 
mixed text. Allied in text to these are the MSS BibL Nat. 
SOI) [xi] and 306 [xi], both New Test, without Oospels. 
The Mel* MS (Public Library 7) preserves an interesting 
specimen of the mixed texts current at the time (ix] ; see 
p. 646a. 

MSS from Corbie on the Somme, near Amiens :— 

Amiens, Public Library 6, 7, 11, 12, portions of a Bible in 

several volumes [viii or ix). 

18, the famous Corbie Plotter [vlii-ix]. 

10, The four books of Esdras [ix] : one of the 

few MSS containing the whole book ; see R. L. Bensly, The 

Mitring Fragment of the Uh Book of Ezra, Cambridge, 1875. 
Paris, Bibl. Nat., Lat 13,174 ; Acts, Cath. Epp., and Apoc [ix}. 
Do., Lat. 11,532-3: Bible (ix); contains the Ptalterium ex 

Hebrmo; text interesting but mixed; slight Spanish 

elements in it. 

Bible from the Abbey of St. Vedaat at Arras : Vienna, Im- 

^rial Library 1190 (ix). 
Swiss MSS (especially St. Gall).— Irish monks and scribes 
penetrated through France, and right down into Switzerland 
and Italy ; it is thus that we get Vulgate MSS written often in 
Irish hands, and containing the same mixture of Irish and 
Continental types of text not only in France, but in such 
centres of monastic life as St. Gall, Reichenau, Einsiedeln. 

Of these the Codices SangaUensU and Boernerianu* (Ai and 
Gg), which are really different parts of the same interlinear 
Grteco-Latin MS, belong rather to Old Latin than to Vulgate 
MSS, and are described above (see Latin Versions); though 
the base of i in the Gospels is perhaps more Vulgate than 4 >td 
Latin : possibly the Gnsco-Latin Psalter now preserved in the 
Basle Library (A. vii. 3) may also be part of this same MS. 

The same may be said of the Codex Augiensi*, now at Trin. 
Coll., Cambr. (B. 17. 1.). 

Early types of such mixed Irish and Continental texts are fonnd 
in the St. Gall MSS No. 10. Job, Prov. , Eccl., Canticles, Wisdom, 
Ecclesiasticus [x], Irish hand ; No. 61, Gospels [viii], Irish band, 
mixed text ; No. 60, 8t John [viii or ix), Irish hand, mixed text. 
Grandducal Library, Karlsruhe ; the Reichenau Codex Augienei* 
211 ; Gospels (late ix], with a number of Irish readings. Berne, 
University Library 671 ; Gospels [ix or x), fine Irish hand, mixed 
text Milan, Ambroeian Library I. 61 sup. ; Gospels [viii?), in 
semi-uncial Irish hand ; formerly at Bobbio. The text has a good 
many Irish readings In It, and the readings of the corrector or 
correctors are extremely interesting and valuable ; see Berger, 
pp. 55-59. 

We are able to fix some of the St Gall MSS to the middle of 
the 8th cent, and to one scribe, Winithar, who was a monk in 

the monastery- 
No. 2, Pentateuch, Acts, and Apoc. ; mixed text, In the Act» 

close to Br. Mus. Add. 11,862 ; Wordsworth's 8 in Acts. 
No. 70, Epp. of 8t Paul ; Pastoral Epp. placed after Heb. ; 

the text is very corrupt. 
No. 907, Catholic Epp. and Apoc with interesting prefatory 
matter; the text is very corrupt, resembling the Codex 
Lemovieenns (Paris, Bibl. Nat, Lat. 2328, noted above). 
More important, perhaps, than the work of Winithar was that 
of a slightly later scribe, Hartmut who was abbot of St. Gall, 
872-883 ; the following MSS were written either by him or under 
his direction : Nos. 7, Chron. and Sapiential books ; 81, Sapien- 
tial books, Job, Tobit : 40, Ezek., Minor Prophets. an1 Dan. ; 45, 
the same ; 77, 78. 82, 79, 8S, portions of a Bible ; 75, Bible. To 
them must be added— 
Brit. Mus., Add. 11,852. Pauline Epp. (including Laod-X Acta, 
Cath. Epp., Apoc. (ix), interesttna- text See E. Nestle, 
Bengel of* Gelehrter, pp. 58-60. Tubingen, 1892 : Words- 
worth's U in Acta ; text agrees closely with the St. Gall MS 2. 
8t. Gall, however, was connected with other main lines ot 
MS transmission, such as those which ran through Chur. Milan, 
Bobbio, and Vercelli ; and these in turn were in communication 
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through the S. of France with the N. E. frontier of Spain, so that 
we And the Southern type of text again creeping up and showing 
traces in the Swim and N. Italian M8S. Examples of this are — 
The Bobbio M8 now at Milan (Ambrosian Libr. E. 26 inf.), 
containing Chron. -Pauline Epp. [ix-xj ; mixed text, with 
Spanish, Old Latin, and Inah elemeuU in it; Berger, 
p. 188. 

Monza, Collegiate Archives 1| : fragments of Bible fx], text 
somewhat similar to the previous MS ; these two MSS agree 
with the Codd. Boernerianut and Augientis in omitting the 
last 3 verses of the Ep. to the Romans ; Berger, p. ISO. 

VIII. Alcdixiax Rbckhbiok.— Rome, Vallicellian Library B. 6. 
Bible [ix], considered to be the best MS of the Alcuinian 



i [commence- 
, though not 
exactly the some. 

Bamberg, Royal Library A. I. 6. Bible [ix], a handsome 
example of this recension ; written at Tours. Wordsworth's B 
in Acts, etc. ; see Berger, p. 806, and Leitschuh, Fuhrer dureh 
d. kgt. Bibl. zu Bamberg, 1888, p. 82. 

Zurich, Cantonal Library C. 1 ; text resembling the Bamberg 
M8 on the whole, but differing in Pauline Epp. ; Berger, p. 207. 

Brit. Mus., Add. 10,546. Bible [ix] known as the Codex 
Carotin. us, or the Bible of Qrandvol (near Basle). Wordsworth's 
K ; see Berger, pp. 209-212. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat, Lat 250. New Testament (1x1. probably 
written at Tours ; text closely resembling the last MS ; Berger, 
p. 243. 

Cologne, Chapter Library No. 1. Bible [ix] written at Tours 
with interesting marginal corrections, made by a contemporary 
hand also probably at Tours. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat., Lat 1. Bible [ix], a splendid MS, presented 
to Charles the Bald bv Vivian, abbot of St. Martin of Tours. 

Do., Lat 2. Bible [ix] known as the Bible of St. Denis or of 
Charles the Bald ; in the NT the Apoc is wanting. Used by 
R. Stephens in his Bible of 1528. 

Do., Lat. 3. Bible [ix], belonging originally to the monastery 
of Glanfeuil ; parts of the Apoc. supplied by a later hand ; see 
Berger, p. 213. 

Monza, Collegiate Archives, O. 1. Bible [ix], written at 
Tours by the scribe Amalrlcus, who was afterwards archbishop 
of Tours : valuable text ; Berger, p. 221. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat., Lat. 17,227. Gospels written by Adalbaldus 
[early ix] at Tours ; good Alcuinian text, closely resembling 
the Bamberg and Zurich Bibles ; Berger, pp. 243-247. 

Nancy, Cathedral Library. Gospels (early ix], written at 
Tours ; a splendid copy. Text resembling the Monza Bible 
and the Brit Mus. Gospels below (Add. 11,848); Berger, p. 247. 

Brit. Mus., Add. 11,848. Gospels [ix], probably written at 
Tours. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat, Lat. 266. Gospels [middle of ix], written at 
Tours, and presented by the emperor Lothaire to the Church 
of St. Martin. 

Rome, Church of St Paul without the walls. Fine Bible 
[ix], belonged to Charles the Bald, was written probably in tbe 
N. of France, and shows Saxon influence in its ornamentation. 
Mixed Alcuinian text, with a good deal of resemblance to the 
Codex Vallieellianus, still more perhaps to the first Bible of 
Charles the Bald (Paris, Bibl. Nat, Lat. 1) ; Berger, p. 292. 

MSS (of Caroline schooT) written in gold (see Berger, pp. 259- 
277). In text these MSS belong rather to the type of the 
continental Saxon M8S (above, p. 887) than to the somewhat 
later Tours school. 

The famous Hamilton Gotpels [viil-ix], now in the library of 
Th. Irwin, Esq., of Oswego, New York; very early Caroline 
text, with occasional Spanish and Anglo - Saxon elements ; 
Berger, p. 269. 

The Codex Ada, of Trier (Stadtbibliothck, No. xxil.), a 
splendid MS. Gospels [end of viii], written by two hands, 
the scribe who has .written the latter part of the MS having 
also added a large number of marginal corrections to the 
former. The first hand shows connexion with the oldest Tours 
MSS, and especially tbe Codicei aurei ; the second hand, with the 
more ordinary Tours type ; Berger, pp. 262 -267 ; see also the 
monograph Die Trierer Ada-It andxc.hr iff, Leipzig, 1889; the 
article on the text of the Alcuinian Bibles by Dr. P. Corssen, is 
most valuable. 

Brit Mus., Harl. 2788. Gospels [vili-ix], written in golden 
uncials ; an extremely fine MS ; illuminations of the same 
school as those of the Codex Ada. 

Abbeville, Public Lib. No. 1. Gospels [viii-ix] written in 
gold, and strongly resembling Harl. 2788 ; Berger, p. 267. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat, Lat 8850. The Gospels of St. Medarri 
(early Ix] ; a fine MS ; Berger, p. 268. 

Do., Lat. 11,955. Portions of Matt, and Mark [viii?]. 

Do., Lat. 9383. Gospels [end of viii]. 

Tours, Public library 22 ; formerly at 8t. Martin's. Gospels 
(viii-ix], interesting text, on the whole belonging to Alcuinian 
revision, but with Irish and Old Latin elements in it ; Berger, 
pp. 47, 202, 272, and the Oxford Vulgate, Epilogue, p. 720, 
Tischendorfs mt ; Wordsworth quotes its readings. 

Vienna, Schatzkammer. The famous Oospels [end of viii?], 
supposed to have been found in the tomb of Charles the Great ; 
written In gold on purple vellum ; Berger, p. 275. 

Do., Imperial Library, 652. Psalter [end of viii]. 

Munich, Royal Library. Lat. 14,000 ( = Cim. 55). The splendid 
Gospels of St. Emmeran [ix, dated 870]. Mixed text, with 
Anglo-Saxon elements In it; probably written in the N. of 
France ; Berger. p. 295. 

IX. TmODULFlAX Rkceksiok. — Paris, Bibl. Nat., Lat. 9380. 



The famous Theodulflan Bible [ix], written in beautiful and 
minute hand. Wordsworth's » ; see Berger, p. 149 f., and 
Delisle, Let Bibles de Thiodulje, Paris, 1379 ; sometimes known 
as the Codex Memmianut. 

Puy, Cathedral Library. Bible [ix], written under the direc- 
tion of Theodulf, and so closely resembling the Paris Bible that 
Delisle asserts that many pages look almost like proofs struck 
from the same type. The text, however, is not so good : sea 
Delisle, as above ; also Berger, p. 171 ff. 

Brit Mus., Add. 24,142. Bible [ix], formerly belonging to the 
monastery of St Hubert in the Ardennes ; written In a small 
minuscule hand, strongly resembling that of the TheodulHan 
Bible. The text is extremely Interesting, the first hand allied 
to the Northumbrian family, while the marginal corrections 
present a Theodulflan type. Wordsworth's H. 

Orleans, Public Libr. 14. Book of the Prophets [ix], from 
Fleury. Text shows traces of Theodulflan influence, though the 
order of the books differs from that of Theodulf. Berger, 
p. 177. 

Do., 11 and 13. Two volumes of a Bible [x], containing 
Kings, Proverbs, Song of Songs, Job, Mace, and Tobit ; from 
Fleury. Theodulflan Text but following sometimes the first 
hand, sometimes the marginal readings. Berger, p. 177. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat, Lat 11.937. Bible [ix-x], the St. Germani 
exemplar paroum of Robert us Stephanus, for the MS was for- 
merly at St. Germain-des-Pres ; the hand resembles that of tbe 
Theodulflan Bible, and the text also ; the latter follows some- 
times the first hand, sometimes the margin. Berger, p. 178. 

Copenhagen, Royal Libr., nouv. fonds Royal L Parts of a 
Bible, i.e. Psalms-Daniel [ix] ; handwriting resembles that of 
the St. Germain MS above, and the text is Theodulflan. 
Delisle, Bibl. de V Scale det Chartes, xlvi. p. 321 ; Berger, 
p. 181. 

X. Midisval Terrs.— Out of the thousands of such MSS we 
can but select three, which for various reasons are interesting. 

Brit Mus., Reg. I. B. xll. Bible IxiilJ, written In 1254 by 
William of Hales for Thomas de la Wile, ' M agister Scolarum 
Sarum ' ; fair specimen of ordinary medUeval text. Words- 
worth's W. 

Dijon, Publ. Libr. 9 bit. Bible, 4 vols, [xii], containing the 
corrections of Stephen Harding, abbot of Citeaux. 

Paris, Bibl. Nat., Lat. 16,719-16,722. Bible, 4 vols, [xiil], 
containing the corrections of the Dominicans, under the 
auspices of Hugo de S. Caro. 

Liter atom. —Full lists of works will be found in 8. Berger, 
Hittoire de la Vulg. pendant let premiers tiielet du moyen age, 
Paris, 1893, pp. xxu-xxiv ; and in E. Nestle (to whom the 
present writer owes many valuable suggestions), (Trtext u. 
UcberseUungen der Bibel, Leipzig, 1897, pp. 96, 102 ( = PRE*, 
Bd. ill. pp. 36, 42). We give here a somewhat compressed list 
of the works likely to be useful to the ordinary student. 

A. For the life of Jerome :— The Vita S. Uieronymi in Vallarsi's 
edition of his works, torn. xi. pp. 1-280. For the works 
of Jerome the student should use by preference the edi- 
tions of Vallarsi, 11 vols, folio, Verona, 1734-1742, do. 
quarto, Venice, 1766-1772 ; the quarto edition is handier, 
and has been reprinted by Migne (but with different 
paging), Pat. Lat. xxii.-xxx. ; von Colin, ' Hieronymus' in 
Ersch and Grocer's Encycloptidie (it. Section, 8 Theil, p. 
72 f.), 1881 ; F. X. Collombet, UUtoire de Saint Jcrtme, 2 
vols., Paris, 1844; O. Zockler, Hieronymus; tein Leben 
und Wirken aut seinen Schriflen dargettellt, Gotha, 1865 ; 
A. Thierry, Saint JerUme, 2 vols., Paris, 1867 ; E. L. Cutts, 
'Saint Jerome' in the Fathers for English Readers 
(8.P.C.K.), 1877; Zockler, * Hieronymus ' in PRE* (Bd. 
viii. p. 42 f. ), 1900 ; Fremantle, ' Hieronymus ' in Smith and 
Woce's Diet, of Christian Biography, vol. iil. p. 29 f., 1882 ; 
the same, 'Life of Jerome' in Wace and SchafTs Select 
Lihrary of Nieene and Post-Sieene Fathers, vol. vi. pp. 
xvi - xxv, 1893 ; G. Griitzmacher, Meronymut ; sine tno- 
graphitene Studie, etc., i. Leipz. 1901. 

B. For the history of the text, both manuscript and printed : 
— R. Simon, Histoire critique det Versions du ST, Rotter- 
dam, 1G90 ; J. Mill, A'ooum Testamentum cum Uetionilw 
variantibus, etc, Pratmittitur dissertatio, Oxonii, 1707 ; 
see especially p. lxxxif.; H. Hody, Dt Bibliorum Textibus, 
etc., Oxon., 1705, pp. 342-569; L. van Ess, Pragma tica 
doctt. Cath. Trid. circa Vulg. decrcti senxnm, Sulzbach, 
1816, Pragmatitch-Krititche Gesch. der Vulf., Tubingen, 
1824 ; O. Riegler, KrUische Gesch. der Vulg.. Sulzbach. 
1820; Bp. Westoott 'Vulgate' in Smiths DB, vol. iii., 
1863; C. Vercellone, Variar. lectioncs vulg. LT.ina Bibli- 
orum editionis, 2 torn., Rom», 18(11 -ISM ; F. Kaulen, 
Gesshichte der Vulg., Mainz, 1568; S. Berger, 'Des Essais 
qui ont ete faits a Paris au xiii« siecle pour corriger lo texte 
de la Vulg.* (Rev. de Theologie et de Philosophic, t. xvl.), 
tausanne, 1883, De tllittoire de la Vulg. en France, 
Paris, 1887, Quam notitiam lingua h'braicce habuerint 
chriniiani medii ami temporibus in Gallia, Paris, 1893, 
H it'.o'rc. de la Vulg. pendant Us premiers sikclcs du moyen 
d'f. Paris, 1893; G. B. de Rossi, 'La Bibbia offerta da 
Ceolfrido' (from the Ommanio giu'iilare delta Bibl. Vat. 
al S. P. Lfone XII!.), Rome. 1888; H. Denifle, 'Die Hand- 
schriften der Bibel - Correct orien des 13 Jahrhunderts ' 
(Archie/. Literatur- u. Kirchengcsch. t. iv. pp. 263, 471), 
1888 ; P. Martin, 'La Vulg. latine au xiil' siecle dapres R. 
Bacon' (in Le Million vii. . Louvain, 1888), 'la texte 
Parisien de la Vulg. Lat' (Le Mutton viii., 1889) ; DU 
Trierer Ada-Handschrift . . . ton K. Menzel, P. Corssen, 
etc., Leipzig, 1889; H. J. White, "The Codex Amiatinus 
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and its Birthplace,' in Studia Bibliea et Ecclesiastica, vol. 
II., Oxford, 1890 ; W. A. Copinger, Incunabula Bibliea, or 
the first half-century of the Latin Bible, London, 1802 ; E. 
Nestle, Ein Jubiluum der Lateinischen Bibel, Tubingen, 
1892; H. J. White, "The Latin Versions," in Scrivener- 
Miller, Introduction to the Criticism of the NT*, 1804, vol. 
ii. pp. 66-90 ; E. von Dobschutz, Studien zur TextkrUik der 
Vula., Leipzig, 1894 ; C. R. Gregory : Prolegomena to 
Tischendorf's Novum Testamentum Greece, eic.,editiooctava 
critica maior, vol. Hi., Lips. 1894, pp. 971-1108; F. O. 
Kenyon, Handb. to Text. Crit. of NT, 1901, pp. 184- 
203 ; E. Nestle, Lateinische Bibelubersetzunqen (revision 
of Fritzsche) in PRE*, Bd. iii., also published separ- 
ately in Urtext u. t'ebersetzungen der Bibel, Leipzig, 1897 ; 
P. Corssen, ' Bericht uber die latein. Ribelubersetzungen ' 
(' Sonderabdruck,' from the Jahresbericht uber die Fort- 
schritte der classischen Altertumswissenschfft, 1890); P. 
Thielmann, 'Bericht u. d. gesammelte handschr. Material 
zu einer kr. Ausgabe,' etc. (from the Munich Sxlzungs- 
Lerichten, 1899). 

C. For the grammar, Latinity, etc., of the Vulgate : — J. A. 
Hagen, Sprachliche Erbrterungen zur Yulg., Freiburg in 
Br. 1803; F. Kaulen, Handbuch zur Vulg., Mainz, 1»70 ; 
P. Hake, Sprachliche Erlaiiterungen zu dem Igt. Psalmen- 
texte, Arnsberg, 1872 ; W. Nowack, Die Bedeutung dei 
llieron. fur die aittest. Kritik, Gottingen, 1875 ; H. 
Roensch, I tola u. Vulg., Marburg, 1875 ; H. Goelzer, 
LatiniU de Saint Jirome, Paris, 1884 ; II. P. Smith, "The 
Value of the Vulg. OT for Textual Criticism ' (Presbyterian 
and Reformed Rev., April 1891); A. Hart!, Sprachliche 
Eigenthumlichkeitender Vulg., Kied,18S)4. 

D. Critical Editions :-C. Vercellone, Biblia Sacra Yulgatm 
EdUitmU Sixti V. et Clementit VIII. PoiUt. Maxx.juuu 



reeognita atque edita. Roma, Typi* S. Congregation*! de 
propaganda Me, 1861. This is the best reprint of the 
Clementine Vulgate Bible, and Vercellone'g preface should 
be carefully read ; C. Tischendorf, Nob. Test. Latin* ; 
textum Uieronymi . . . restituit C. T., Uptim, 1864 ; P. U. 
Hetzenauer, Nov. Test. Vulgatae Editionis: ex Vaticanis 
editionibus earumque correctorio criliee edidit P. Jf. 
Oeniponte, 1899; Corssen, Epistula ad Galatas, Berlin, 
1886 ; Bp. J. Wordsworth, Novum Testamentum . . . Latine 
sec. edit. S. Uieronymi . . . recensuit J. Wordsirorth, 
S.T.P., in operi* socxetatem adsumto II. J. White, Oion., 
1889-1898. (The four Gospels are published ; the rest of 
the NT is in preparation). H. J. WHITE. 

YULTURE.— mn da ah and nn dayyah are tr. 
AV * vulture ' (Lv 11", Dt 14' 3 , Is 34 1S ), RV * kite ' : 
rvx 'ayyah is tr. AV 'vulture' (Job 28 7 ), RV 
'falcon.' orrj or riyrrj ruham or rahamah is tr. 
KV 'vulture' (Lv 11", Dt 14"), AV 'gier eagle.' 
Of these four, only the last refers to the vulture. 
It is doubtless Neophron percnopterus, Saw, 
Pharaoh's Hen, which is still called rakham in 
Arabic. On the other hand, npj nesher, which is 
always rendered ' eagle,' undoubtedly includes a 
number of the vultures, esp. the lammergeier and 
the griffon. For the habits of the vulture and 
for Scripture allusions to them, see Eaglk, GlER 
Eagle, Ospray, and Ossifrage. G. E. Post. 



AV 



WAFER.— See art. Bread, vol. i. p. 318. 
WAGES.— See Servant. 
WAGGON.— See Cart. 

WAIT (from the same root as ' wake ' and ' watch ') 
is used in AV both as subst. and verb. 1. As subst. 
the meaning is a watch, plot, esp. an ambush. 
The phrases are (a) Lie in wait, as Dt 19" ' But if 
any man hate his neighbour, and lie in wait for 
him, and rise up against him and smite him mor- 
tally that he die' ; Jos 8* ' Behold, ye shall lie in 
wait against the city, even behind the city.' So 
' liers in wait,' as Jg 9 a ' And the men of Shechem 
set liers in wait for him in the top of the moun- 
tains.' {b) Lay wait, as Jg 16 3 ' They compassed 
him in, and laid wait for him all night in the gate 
of the city ' ; Jer 9 s ' One speaketh peaceably to 
his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart he 
layeth his wait' (RV as AVm ' layeth wait for 
him '). (c) Laying of wait, as Nu 35" ' But if he 
thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of 
wait.' Udall has ' lay a wait' {Erasmus' Paraph. 
i. 87), ' And in the meane tyme he touched secrete- 
lye the conscience of certayne Phariseis, whiche 
layed deadly a wayte for Jesus.' And Puller lias 
'lay at wait' {Holy State, 316), 'An adversary 
who lay at wait for all advantages.' 

2. As verb we find ' wait' in the phrases ' wait for ' 
and ' wait on ' or ' upon.' (1) ' W ait for ' has three 
meanings : (a) Watch for, equivalent to 'lay wait 
for,' Job 15 2 * ' He is waited for of the sword ' ( , wjrj 
3-irr-SK wn ; LXX ivriraXrai [A ivriraKrai] yap ijSri 
eft x«ipas at5-fipov ; Vulg. ' circumspectans undique 
gladium'; Gov. 'the swearde is all wave before his 
eyes' ; Kautzsch, 'fur das Schwert ist er auser- 
Behen ') ; Ps 50" ' They mark my steps, when 
they wait for my soul ' (vrj «p 15*153) ; of. Ps 71 10 
•And they that lay wait for my soul ' (Trj 'ipfc*]). 
{b) Expect, the modern use, Lk 12 36 ' Like unto 
men that wait for their lord, when he will re- 
turn from the wedding' {wpoo-5fx°ldi'on t'ov nvpiov 



iavrZv, RV ' looking for ') ; Ac 10 s4 ' Cornelius 
waited for them ' (?> -rpojioKQiv airroiv, RV ' was 
waiting for them'); 17 w, Now while Paul waited 
for them at Athens' [Mexofiirou auroiis too llav- 
\ov) ; 2 Th 3 s ' the patient waiting for Christ ' 
( vxouon-i), RV as AVm 'patience'), (c) The most 
important use of this phrase is when it refers to 
the attitude towards God of the patient believer, 
who is confident that God will yet show Himself 
to be the enemy of evildoers and the praise of 
them that do well ; it is then almost equivalent to 
believe in or worship. Thus 2 K G 3 * 'Behold, this 
evil is of the Lord ; what (RV ' why') should I wait 
for the Lord any longer? ' ("ny mjvb ^niirn?, LXX H 
iiirouelvu r$ Kvplif) (n ;) ; Ps 37 7 ' Rest in the Lord, 
and wait patiently for him ' ; 39 7 ' And now, Lord, 
what wait I for? my hope is in thee' ; 65 1 ' Praise 
waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion.' See also Driver, 
Par. Psal. p. 465. 

(2) ' Wait on ' or ' upon * means : {a) attend to, as 
Nu 3 lu ' And thou shaft appoint Aaron and his sons, 
and they shall wait on their priest's office ' ; 9r* ; 
1 Ch 23* ' Their office was to wait on the sons of 
Aaron for the service of the house of the Lord ' ; 
2Ch 13 ln 'the Levites wait upon their business'; 
Mk 3 s ' He spake unto his disciples that a small 
ship should wait on him' {irpoTKapTepjj avrif) ; - Bo 
12 7 . So Adams, 2 Peter, 35, ' Life . . . which is 
obnoxious to sin, and waited on with misery.' In 
this sense ' wait at ' is used in 1 Co 9 14 ' They which 
wait at the altar' (RV 'wait upon]), (b) The 
other use is the same as the special biblical sense 
of ' wait for,' viz. look for, trmt to, nearly worship, 
as Ps 25 s ' Let none that wait on thee be ashamed ; 
25 6 - 21 27 u 104*. 

The simple verb is used twice of God's long- 
suffering towards men, Is 30 19 ' And therefore will 
the Lord wait, that he may be gracious unto you ' ; 
IP 3* ' the long-suffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah.' J. Hastings. 

WALLS.— All over the East, where wood is not 
plentiful, walls of houses and even palaces have 
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been built from the earliest times of crude or sun- 
burnt brick. It iB only in certain localities, where 
stone was plentiful, and in later ages, that stone 
has been used. Strabo (xvii: 2. 3) tells us that 
the houses in the cities of Ethiopia were formed 
by interweaving split pieces of palm wood or of 
crude bricks, unci says (xvi. 1. 5) of Seleucia 
(Assyria, near Babylon) that on account of the 
scarcity of timber the beams and pillars of the 
houses were made of palm wood : they wound 
ropes of twisted reeds round the pillars, painted 
them over with colour and drew designs on them ; 
they covered the doors with asphalt. All the 
houses were vaulted on account or the scarcity of 
timber. The earliest efforts of construction in 
Egypt were made in wood, probably like the 
dwellings now found in Nubia — palm branches 
interlaced, plastered over with clay and straw, 
roofs of branches or planks, or faggots of wood. 
Bricks were an advance upon this. The palaces 
of Egypt were of very slight construction, stuccoed 
walls and planks of acacia. In Assyria stone was 
so scarce that it was only used aa an accessory ; 
the bodies of the structures were never composed 
of it : it was mainly confined to plinths, pave- 
ments, and the internal linings of walls. In 
Chakhea stone was entirely absent. The moun- 
tains which run parallel to the left bank of the 
Tigris were bare of trees, and the palm and poplar 
alone yielded wood of any length : the one soft 
and fibrous, the other brittle and light. Nineveh, 
Babylon, Egypt, and Jerusalem all drew their 
timber from the forest of Lebanon. The em- 
ployment, however, of this excellent wood must 
always have been rare and exceptional ( lienor - 
mant, Histoire Ancienne, ii. 298; Perrot and 
Chipiez, i. 124 ; Layard, Discoveries, 356). 

'In Chaldtta the architect was condemned by 
the force majeure of circumstances to employ little 
more than crude or burnt brick and bad timber ; 
in Assyria he voluntarily condemned himself to 
the limitations they imposed' (Perrot and Chipiez, 
i. 125). The Chaldteans could employ neither pier 
or column, nor bearers or lintels of stone ; they 
were thus debarred from constructing spacious 
galleries and chambers, and ' consequently their 
towns were artificial mountains, as solid and 
massive from base to summit as the natural hills ' 
(ib. 133). The few long and narrow apartments 
contrived within them could be compared only to 
caves hollowed out in the face of a cliff. When 
the arch was discovered it was made frequent use 
of. A bas-relief recovered by Layard, showing 
a group of buildings at Kouyunjik erected by 
Sennacherib in his palace at Nineveh, depicts 
them as having not only flat roofs, but hemi- 
spherical cupolas, and tall conical domes : the 
same forms are still in use all over that country, 
the flat roofs usually for dwelling-houses, but yet 
the peasants' houses as well as the store-houses 
have often domed roofs of brick. 

In building the tower of Babel we are told 
* they had brick for stone, and bitumen had they 
for mortar' (Gn ll 3 ). Herodotus says (i. 179), in 
regard to the walls of Babylon, ' As they dug 
the ditches they converted the excavated earth 
into bricks, and when they had enough they burnt 
them in the kilns. Finally, for mortar they used 
hot bitumen, and at every thirty courses of bricks 
they put a layer of reeds interlaced.' There are 
many bituminous fountains still to be found spring- 
ing through the soil between Mosul and Baghdad 
(Layard, Nineveh, ii. 46). See Bitumen. In spite 
of the abundance of stone in Egypt, crude brick 
was extensively used, and the captives taken in 
war were forced to undertake the erection of public 
granaries and other buildings in that material 
for the Egyptian monarch. Wilkinson (i. 50) 



refers to the buildings of great size and solidity, 
found in various parts of the country, of crude 
brick. At Thebes these buildings consist of walls 
enclosing sacred monuments and tombs, and some 
are made with and others without straw. 

In Palestine all the earliest remains that have 
been recovered are of crude brick ; and even in 
the ruins in the mountains, where stone was 
plentiful, there are no stone remains attributed 
to an earlier time than that of king Solomon. At 
Tell el-Heay (Lachish) at least eight ruined cities 
have been brought to light, one lying over the 
other, the earliest being attributed to 1700 years 
B.C., the latest to 500 years B.C. The houses are 
of crude brick, similar to those of the country 
at the present day. No indications were obtained 
whether the roofs were vaulted or supported by 
beams ; probably the latter, judging by the thick- 
ness of the walls (Bliss, Mound of Many Cities). 
At Tell es-Sdfi recent excavations of PEF have 
exposed a wall of defence of stone earlier than 
the times of the Crusades, but the date is not 
yet approximated to. The stones are roughly 
squared rubble, laid in mud and straw, and the 
interstices filled with mud and small stones from 
the fields : height of courses 1' 5" to 2\ A few 
drafted stones occur. Part of the wall is plastered 
with dark mud and straw, over which is a layer 
of white mud and straw, made by mixing a powder 
of unburnt limestone with water. This kind of 
plaster is used in the Lebanon to-day (PEFSt, 
1899, 195). 

Foundations of a city in Egypt. — When a new 
district was to be added to a city, the ground was 
prepared by building with crude brick a number 
of long and thick walls parallel to one another ; 
then cross walls at right angles with the first, 
chess-board fashion. The square pits thus con- 
structed were filled with earth, broken stone, or 
anything else within reach. The foundations of 
the future city Mere laid upon the mass thus 
obtained, and they profited by the operation both 
in health and amenity. The cities of Memphis 
and Thebes both seem to have been built in this 
manner (Edouard Mariette, p. 139). Diodorus 
(i. 45. 4) says there were houses of four and five 
storeys at Thebes, and attributes them to the time 
of the fabulous monarch Busires. As a rule we 
find a ground floor, one floor above that, and a 
covered flat roof on the top. 

Egyptian houses were built of crude brick made 
of loam mixed with chopped straw. These bricks 
are usually a foot long and 6 inches wide. The 
ceilings of the larger rooms were of indigenous or 
foreign wood, the smaller rooms were often vaulted: 
the walls of the houses were coated with stucco, and 
painted with religious and domestic scenes. The 
galleries and columns of the porch were coloured in 
imitation of stone, or painted. The ceilings were 
covered with arabesques and interlacing ornaments 
of all kinds, while the floors were strewn with nets 
woven of many coloured reeds (M. Cailhabaud's 
Monuments amicus et moderns). 

Wilkinson (Anc. Eayp. iii. 316) states that the 
brick arch was used 1540 years B.C., and the stone 
arch 600 B.C. in Egypt, and suggests that it came 
into use owing to the small quantity of wood in 
Egypt, and considers that the invention of the arch 
there may date as far back as 2020 years B.C.* He 
gives instances of stone monoliths of over 290 tons 
weight being dragged by manual labour over 500 
miles from the quarries : the power to move the 
mass was the same, whatever might be the dis- 
tance. They simply put on a sufficient number 

* In all probability this date should be carried much further 
hack, for recent excavations at Nippur have shown that in 
Babvlonia the arch of burnt hrick was employed prior to B.C. 
4000. See Babylonia in vol. i. p. 219b. 
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of men to move the stone by hauling it along on 
a sledge. One case he mentions of a single block, 
587 tons weight, being transported 138 miles. 

_ The walls of temples and the fortifications of 
cities required to be of a very solid description, on 
account of the battering-ram (which see) ; and as 
the latter became more scientifically constructed, 
and other arts of war came into existence, the walls 
had to be made more and more solid, and the foun- 
dations extended deep into the soil or to the solid 
rock (Lk 6<f). 

There exist a number of instances at the present 
day of the magnificent walls of cut stone built in 
early days from the time of Solomon to Herod, at 
Jerusalem, Hebron, Arak el-Emir, Baalbek, Tyre 
and Zidon, and Egypt. 

At Jerusalem some of 'the stones in the wall of 
the temple enclosure, still existing, are over 30 feet 
long, 8 feet wide, and 3£ feet high, weighing over 
80 tons. The ancient walls are in places still over 
150 feet in height, and were originally at the 
corners at least 250 feet in height. The stones 
are of hard mountain limestone, approximating 
to marble, and are carefully chiselled, with a 
sunken draft of about 3 to 6 inches width all 
round. The stones of the wall surrounding the 
cave of Machpelah at Hebron are very little in- 
ferior in size to those at Jerusalem. 

At Baalbek the stones of the wall of the temple 
are not quite equal in size to those of Jerusalem, 
and the stone is much softer ; but this wall is pro- 
tected by another one in front built of exceedingly 
large stones, 3 of which weigh each about 800 tons, 
and are over 60 feet in length, 17 feet in breadth, 
and 14 feet in height The manner in which these 
stones were cut and brought down from the quarry 
can be seen in the quarry itself. When a large 
stone was ready to be brought away, it could be 
brought down by gravity with not a very great 
expenditure of labour. 

Joseph us {Ant. XX. x. 7) speaks of square and 
very white stones used in the temple, the work of 
king Solomon, 20 cubits long and 6 cubits high ; 
he also speaks {BJ v. v. 1) of stones in the temple 
itself 40 cubits in length. These great stone walls 
are taken down to the rock for their foundations, 
while the buildings of Babylon had their founda- 
tions usually on the sand near the surface (Pcrrot 
and Chipiez, i. 157). The Pharaonic temples were 
also rather laid on the surface than solidly placed 
in the ground. 

The gardens in Syria formerly, as at present, had 
stone walls as boundaries {BJ v. iii. 2), and narrow 
paths traversed the gardens of the suburbs (Nu 
22 M ). The bare hillsides were terraced with stone 
walls and soil brought up from the bottom, so 
that the bare hills became fertile fields, as is the 
case at the present day in Spain, Northern India, 
Java, Japan. This also is carried out at the present 
day in many parts of Palestine (BRP ii. 493, iii. 
14). 

For other points connected with the subject of 
this art. see Brick, Gate, House, Mortar, Pave- 
ment, Roof. 

For details regarding the walls of Jerusalem, 
Babylon, Nineveh, etc., see the articles under these 
titles. C. Warren. 

WAR. — 

1. The Terrain of Palestine. 

ii. The Method of War. 

iii. The Conduct of War. 

iv. Treaties. 

v. The Outlook of the Prophets on War. 

vi. Allusions to War in the NT. 

i. The Terrain of Palestine.— The first re- 
quisite for understanding the wars of the Bible is 
a knowledge of the geography of Palestine. We 



need to know something about the routes which 
so unwieldy a traveller as an army can use, the 
physical and artificial obstacles which hinder it in 
its march, the places which allow it room for fight- 
ing or for encamping, and other similar geographical 
details. (In reading this article the reader should 
have open before him the large map of Palestine 
prefixed to vol. i. of this Dictionary). 

The great strategic routes are three in number. 
There is the important road which, coming from 
the north and skirting the coast of the Mediter- 
ranean, passes Tyre, Mount Carmel, and Gaza, and 
finally reaches the border of Egypt. Then there is 
the scarcely less important route, now followed by 
the railway from Damascus to Haifa, which takes 
a S.W. direction to the Jordan, and then crosses 
the whole length of the fertile plain of Esdraelon in 
a N.W. direction to the neighbourhood of Mount 
Carmel. The meeting of this road with the first- 
mentioned in the plain of Esdraelon confers great 
strategic importance on the plain. There armies 
could meet, victual themselves, and find room to 
manoeuvre both with footmen and with chariots. 
There, too, in ancient times stood four of the 
chief fortresses of Palestine, put there to hinder 
the free use of the great plain by an enemy 
(cf. G. A. Smith, HGHL* ch. xix. pp. 387-390). 
The third great strategic route lies east of the 
Jordan and runs from Damascus through Sela 
(Petra) to the port of Elath at the head of the 
Gulf of Akabah. 

Besides these three great routes, none of which 
touched the heart of the land of Israel, some others 
must be mentioned which gave access to the central 
range. Two of these are mentioned below as giving 
strategic importance to Gilgal. A third, starting 
from the modern Jenin, crosses several small plains 
and easy passes (cf. HGHL* ch. xyi. p. 327), and 

fives access from the north to the city of Samaria, 
t is a route which must often have been followed 
by Syrian invaders. On the west, the hill-country 
oi Judtea was pierced by several rugged and wind- 
ing passes, the best known being that which is 
marked by the Upper and Lower Beth-horon. 
These passes were the scene of much of the 
irregular fighting which went on between the 
Philistines and Israel. 

Before leaving this subject one possible strategic 
line, lying for the most part outside Palestine, must 
be mentioned, i.e. the sea route from the Egyptian 
Delta to the coast of Palestine. The possession of 
this line gave the king of Egypt an advantage over 
the rival power (Assyrian or Babylonian) in the 
Euphrates Valley, in that it enabled him to threaten 
his enemy's line of communications by landing 
troops in his rear. It has been suggested that 
Pharaoh-neco reached Megiddo partly by the sea 
route in the reign of Josiah (but cf. HGJfL*n. 406, 
note 2), and it is possible that there is an allusion 
in Dt 28 w to the possession of such a route by 
Egypt (but cf. Driver, in loco). 

Of localities of strategic importance the plain of 
Esdraelon has already been noticed. A second spot 
of similar interest is the plain of Gilgal, the S.W. 

fart of the Arabah or 'plains of Jericho.' Here 
srael encamped after crossing the Jordan (Jos 4 M 
10 s ; cf. Jg 2 l ), and here the headquarters remained, 
until a more central place, either Shiloh (Jos 18 1 
22 ,! « 24' [LXX]), or Shechem (Jos 24 1 [MT]), was 
secured to Israel. From Gilgal a pass leads west- 
wards over the great central ridge by Bethel and 
the two Beth-horons down to the maritime plain. 
Some distance north of Gilgal another pass leads 
up the Wady Farah (Fdriah), sometimes identified 
with the Brook Cherith, in a N.W. direction to 
Shechem. The first of these routes was probably 
followed by Joshua in his marches on Ai (Jos 8*) 
and on Gibcon (Jos 10 8 - 7 ) ; the second is probably 
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referred to in Jg l 33-2 *, where the conquest of Bethel 
by the house of Joseph is recorded. 

In this enumeration of routes and localities 
no reference has been made to Jerusalem. In- 
deed its strategic importance was not great. 
Neither Alexander of Macedon # (pace Jos. Ant. 
XI. viii. ; cf. Piepenbring, Histoire, pp. 590-592), 
nor Napoleon Bonaparte when on the march to 
Egypt, deigned to turn aside to Jerusalem. To 
an Assyrian king engaged in a similar expedition, 
Lachish and Libnah (2 K 19 s ), both on the edge of 
the Shephelah (see Map), were each of more im- 
portance than tlie comparatively remote Jewish 
capital. It was the political influence of I^ezekiah 
over the Philistine malcontents which caused 
Sennacherib to detach a strong force (2 K 18 17 ) 
against Jerusalem. Isaiah was right in holding 
that it was possible for Judah to maintain a policy 
of isolation in the face of the clash of the great 

Sowers of western Asia. These powers seldom 
esired to encumber themselves with such ' a 
burdensome stone' (Zee 12 3 ) as Jerusalem. . Shi- 
shak, king of Egypt, did indeed capture the city 
in the reign of Rehoboam, but only because 
Solomon had made it a city worth plundering 
( 1 K 14 14, **). Hazael, king of Syria, * set his face to 
go up against Jerusalem,' but com muted his hostility 
for a payment in money (2 K 12 17, 18 ). Similarly 
was Sennacherib bought off once at least (2 K 
lgu-M). Pharaoh-neco, king of Egypt, slew Josiah 
at Megiddo and deposed Jehoahaz at Biblah 'in 
the land of Ham at n,' but does not seem to have 
turned aside to Jerusalem (2 K 23*"**). Nebuchad- 
rezzar was at least equally contemptuous. Jehoi- 
akim was in a state of rebellion against Babylon 
for eight years, but the great king contented him- 
self with sending marauding bands against his 
vassal. Jerusalem was outside the sphere within 
which great captains contended with great armies. 

Samaria, on the other hand, was comparatively 
of great strategic importance. It stands on a 
commanding hill (well shown in Sir K. Temple's 
Palestine Illustrated, p. 180) where the important 
road from Jenin meets at right angles the broad, 
4 fat valley* (Is 28 1 ) which slopes westward towards 
the plain of Sharon and the Mediterranean. East- 
ward, passes of no great difficulty lead to the fords 
of the Jordan. Ihus Samaria was strategically 
as well as politically * the head of Ephraiin ' (Is 7 8 ). 

We have now had occasion to mention represen- 
tatives of three classes of fortresses in Palestine. 
On the south-west, Libnah, Lachish, Gezer, and 
Beth-horon guarded Judah against Egypt, the 
Philistines, and the inhabitants of the Sinaitic 
Peninsula. On the edge of the plain of Esdraelon 
stood Megiddo, Jezreel, and other fortresses closing 
the different approaches. On the central ridge, 
Jerusalem and Samaria were strongly fortified. 
Two classes of fortresses remain to be mentioned. 
On the border between the northern and southern 
kingdom Geba and Mizpah and other cities were 
built to stop the passage of possible fugitives and 
deserters and to watch the frontier (1 K 15 16 " B ). 
Lastly, the great fortresses east of Jordan, of 
which perhaps Bamoth-gilead was the most im- 
portant ( 1 K 22*, 2 K8* 9 1 ), niust be mentioned; 
nor must the watch-towers, built to protect the 
roads and watch over the pastures, be forgotten 
(see Tower). 

The geographical conditions of Palestine were 
such that the kind of warfare best known to the 
Hebrews must have been the foray. The south of 
Judah lay open to the Amalekites and other pre- 
datory tribes (1 S 30). On the east were the 
Midianite freebooters ( Jg 6*- 4 ). Against these the 
Jordan was an ambiguous defence, for, if the in- 
vaders could seize one of the fords by surprise, 
they could hold it with a rearguard against 



pursuers while the booty was being safely carried 
off into the desert. The Philistines (1 S 13 17 ), the 
Moabites (2 K 13 20 ), and the Hebrews themselves 
(David, 1 S 27 8 ; Joab, 2 S 3 M ; and Gad, Gn 49"') 
were much given to making raids (* roads,' AV). 

ii. The Method of War. — (a) The Prelimin- 
aries. — Wars were regularly begun in the spring, 
in order that if possible operations might be con- 
cluded before the beginning of winter (cf. 2S ll 1 ). 
Yet winter did not always bring relief from the 
pressure of war (Jer S 30 ), and sieges were sometimes 
prolonged over twelve months, e.g. that of Samaria 
(three years, 2 K 17 s ) and Jerusalem (eighteen 
months, 2 K 25 1 "*). 

Something approaching to a declaration of war 
was sometimes given, e.g. by Amaziah of Judah to 
Jehoash of Israel (2 K 14*), and negotiation was 
sometimes tried, e.g. by Jephthah with the king 
of Amnion (Jg ll"), in order to avert war; but 
such instances are not common. 

Before beginning a war, efforts were generally, 
made to gain religious sanction for the step. 
Inquiry of God was made before the ark ( Jg 20* 7 - 48 
[Heb. and LXX] and 1 S 14 18 [Heb. only]), or 
before a priest wearing the ephod with Unm and 
Thummim (1 S 14 18 [LXX only], 1 S 28" [Heb. and 
LXX], and 1 S 30 7 [Heb. and LXX]), or through 
a prophet (Micaiah, 1 K 22 18 ), or by means of 
dreams (Gideon, Jg 7"), or even through a familiar 
spirit (the witch of Endor, 1 S 28 7 ). Hence the 
phrase • to consecrate ' a war or warriors ; Jl 3", 
Mic 3 5 , Jer 6* ; Is 13 8 , Jer 22 7 51 s7 - * Moreover, 
the ark was sometimes carried by Israel into the 
field (1 S 4*-», 2S 11"), and, on the other hand, 
the Philistines took 'their images' with them 
(2S 5 11 ). When there was no ark to go forth, 
individual Israelites were found who carried into 
battle ' consecrated tokens of the idols of Jamnia ' 
concealed under their garments (2 Mac 12 w ). 

The people in general were warned of the 
approach of an enemy or summoned to war (1) 
by the blowing of trumpets (1 S 13 5 , Ezk 33 1 - 8 , 
Am 3 s ) ; (2) by putting up ensigns on bare heights 
to mark rallying places (Is 13'), or by kindling 
fires on suitable hill summits (Jer 6 1 [AV]) ; (8) 
by sending messengers throughout the land (Jg ^ 
T 2 *, 1 S ll 7 ). It was sometimes necessary to rouse 
a warlike feeling by unwonted appeals to indigna- 
tion or to fear ; in Jg 19 J9 the Levite sends the 

{ieces of his divided concubine into every part of 
srael, and in 1 S ll 7 Saul sends the hewn pieces 
of a yoke of oxen throughout Israel with the threat 
of so destroying the cattle of any who should be 
slack to obey his call. 

In advancing to attack, a leader gave his troops 
a watchword ('for Jehovah and for Gideon,' Jg 
7 18 ; cf. 2 Mac 8** doiis aiMhum dtov fiotiOtlat, also 
13 10 0eov viK-qv) ; and sometimes a 'paean' was sung 
(2 Ch 20", 2 Mac 12 57 Karaf^ipuvos ttjv fted' Ofwvp 
Kpavyfy). 

(b) Strategy as illustrated by campaigns con- 
ducted in Palestine. — Strategy is the art of choos- 
ing the right route by which to attack or await 
the enemy. For an instance of consummate 
strategy we may take the Philistines' conduct of 
the campaign of Gil boa (1 S 28-31). Instead of 
attacking Israel by the direct route through the 
defensible valleys of the south-west, where chariots 
could hardly pass, much less manujuvre, the army 
of Achish, with its chariots and horsemen, struck 
northward, aiming at the fertile plain of Esdraelon, 
and drawing Saul away from his Benjamite strong- 
holds. The Israelites failed to close the passes 
over the eastern end of Mount Carmel, and the 
Philistines poured into the plain, where they could 
victual their large army and use their chariots 
with effect. Saul's hillmen could not meet the 
enemy in such a place with much hope of success. 
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Their king was outmarched and outmanoeuvred. 
No wonder that his stout heart trembled when 
he saw the Philistines in force on this vantage- 
ground (1 S 28 4, *). The battle of Gilboa was from 
the first only a forlorn hone for Israel. On the 
other hand, when the Philistines 'came up to 
seek David ' (2 S 5 17 ' 28 ), their strategy was faulty. 
Despising the enemy, they twice came up the 
Judiean (or possibly the Benjamite) valleys into 
the small plain of Rephaim (between Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem). Twice did David await his oppor- 
tunity in the hold (v. 17 ) hard by, and twice did he 
inflict a severe defeat upon the Philistines. They 
failed because through over-confidence they chose 
a route more favourable to the enemy than to 
themselves. 

(c) Tactics. — The tactics of the Israelites in the 
earliest days were very simple, but often very 
effective. First a surprise gained by stratagem, 
and then a sudden rush of men in which personal 
prowess had its full opportunity. For such warfare 
the strong individuality of the Hebrew race fitted 
them in a very high degree. The stratagems de- 
scribed in the historical books belong to all periods 
and are of various kinds. 

(1) Night marches and night attacks were fre- 
quent. Joshua marched all night to the relief of 
Gibeon, and, it seems, surprised the Amorites at 
dawn (Jos 10"). Mesha (Moabite Stone, line 15) 
captured Nebo from Israel by similar tactics. 
Gideon assailed the Midianite camp 'at the begin- 
ning of the middle watch' (Jg 7 1 "), i.e. about mid- 
night. Saul attacked the Ammonites in the 
morning watch, i.e. shortly before dawn (1 S ll 11 ). 
Joram, king of Judah, when surrounded by the 
Edomites, cut his way through them with his 
chariots by night— a great feat, needing a clear 
night and able leading (2 K 8 21 ). (2) An ambush 
was a favourite stratagem. By this Ai was cap- 
tured (Jos 8 10 -»), and Gibeah (Jg 20 30 -"). The 
Syrians tried it against Israel without success 
(2 K 6 8 - 9 ). With the ambush a pretended flight 
of the main body was often combined. (3) Similar 
to the ambush was the device of giving a deserted 
appearance to a camp, in the hope of taking the 
enemy at a disadvantage when he came to spoil it 
(2 K 3 M , cf. 7' 2 ). (4) A well-organized force could 
be divided just before an engagement, and the 
enemy put at a disadvantage by attack from more 
than one direction (Gn U u , 2 S 18*, cf. v. 8 ). 

The usual defensive tactics of the Hebrews con- 
sisted of standing in close order, shield touching 
shield, with spears carried at the charge, and of 
awaiting the attack of the enemy on higher ground 
and with the front protected by a wady or other 
obstacle. Such probably was the array (nygp 
madrakhah) with which they fronted the Philis- 
tines in the valley of Elah (1 S 17 21 ). In such a 
position they were unassailable, and things might 
well remain at a standstill for forty days (v. 18 [not 
in LXX B]). Unless the position could be turned 
by a flank movement, the only resource left to an 
assailant was to seek to shake the steadiness of the 
array by enticing the prominent warriors to leave 
their posts to engage in single combats. This 
resource the Philistines in the valley of Elah tried 
in vain. 'The men of Israel [when they saw 
Goliath] fled from him [back to their places in 
the array]' (v. 24 ). 

Israel's simple tactics were really adapted only 
to broken country, such as the hill - country of 
Judah, with its caves and deep rugged wfldis. 
The enemy when defeated said, not without truth 
(IK 20*), 'Their god is a god of the hills; 
therefore they were stronger than we.' For more 
scientific tactics we have to look to Israel's foes. 
We see such in use at the battle of Gilboa. Saul, 
like Harold at Hustings, had formed his army 



probably in close order on a hillside up which the 
enemy must advance to attack. But the Philis- 
tines, like the Normans towards the close of the 
battle of Hastings, prepared the way for the 
decisive attack by flights of arrows. Saul fell 
like Harold, pierced through by the archers (1 S 
31 s ). Then, and not till then, the Philistines could 
trust their chariots and horsemen to make a 
successful charge up the slope (2 S l fl ), and a de- 
cisive victory was won. 

Another good though unsuccessful piece of 
tactical skill was shown by the Syrians at the 
battle of Ramoth-gilead. The Syrian king masked 
his chariots (1 K 22 s1 ), and endeavoured to obtain 
a decisive effect by employing them at a decisive 
poin,t, viz. the person of Ahab. Ahab escaped this 
clanger through his disguise, and was thus able to 
encourage his army by his presence 'until the 

going down of the sun.' Thus Israel was repulsed 
lit not routed at Ramoth-gilead. 
(d) Fortresses played an important part in the 
wars of Palestine. In the days of the Judges 
Israel had no fortresses, but had to take refuge 
from Midianite (Jg G 2 ) and Philistine oppression 
( 1 S 13 s ) in cave districts and among the mountains. 
But the land is studded with heights suitable for 
fortified posts, and under the kings these were 
crowned with walled cities. 

Fortresses (cities ' having gates and bars,' 1 S 2S 7 ) 
were surrounded by walls of stone or of sun-dried 
bricks, built often close to the precipitous sides of 
a hill or mound.* If there were no precipice near 
to defend the wall, then a trench (St hil) was 
added. Samaria had such a trench (i K 21 a 
['wall' AV, 'rampart' RV]) ; and Jerusalem, 
though none was needed on the E., where ran 
the deep valley of Jehoshaphat, probably had one 
elsewhere (La 2 s ). 

The walls of Jerusalem were strengthened with 
towers and furnished with battlements (Jer 5 ,a 
'thy branches' [RV, prob. a poetical term for 
'battlements' AV], cf. Zeph l'« and 2 Ch 26 u ). 
On the walls were placed engines for throwing 
arrows and great stones (2 Ch 26 18 ). 

Of the attack of strong places by the Israelites 
we have many notices. Jericho was captured by 
coup de main with an ease in which Israel rightly 
saw the hand of God ; the falling of the vxills 
seems to be a metaphor describing the failing of 
the hearts of the defenders (Jos 6'-*, cf. 2"). 
Similarly, Judas Maccabteus is said to have cap- 
tured a strong city by ' rushing wildly against the 
wall' (ivioeurav OripiwSfa t$ reixet, 2 Mac 12"). 
Sometimes Are was applied to burn the gates or to 
set fire to a wooden defence (Jg 9 48 " 5J ) ; this device 
is also pictured on the Assyrian reliefs. As early 
as the time of David the ' mount' or ' bank' (fl^a 
solllah, see below) was employed (2 S 20 ls ). If these 
means of attack failed, the besiegers were obliged 
to maintain a wearisome blockade, until surrender 
was brought about by famine or treachery. The 
fall of Kabbah was perhaps hastened by threatened 
water-famine (2 S 12 s7 ). The Sy rians (A mm jeans) 
probably used engines (1 K 20 12 [RVm]) ; and the 
Assyrians, as masters of the art of war, practised 
regular siege operations. Great shields or screens 
were raised against the wall (Is 37 s3 ), behind which 
archers were set to keep under the ' fire ' of the 
defenders. Under cover of this bombardment a 
causeway was built (perhaps by captives) from the 
Assyrian camp to the city to be attacked. Rising 
gradually in height, it was pushed nearer and nearer 
the city. Such a mound, when it touched the wall, 
might "be used to facilitate an escalade or to bring 
the battering-ram on a level with the upper part 
of the wall. Another instrument of attack used 

• Compare Flinders Petrie (Tell HUety, 1881) and F. I. Blisa 
(4 Mound of many Cities, 1891). 
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by the Assyrians was a movable tower occupied by 
archers. If these archers succeeded in clearing the 
wall of its defenders, the tower could then be 
pushed up to the Avail and the place taken by 
storm (cf. 1 Mac 13* 3 " 48 ). The steps in a siege are 
enumerated in Ezk 26 8 - 9 . 

(e) Payment to warriors on service was appar- 
ently made chiefly in the form of booty. There are, 
however, some allusions to pay of an ordinary kind. 
Amaziah is said to have hired 100,000 men front 
Israel for his expedition against Edom for 100 
talents of silver (2 Ch 25"). f he Assyrian warrior 
from the time of Sargon was a paid foreigner, not 
an Assyrian peasant {KAT* p. 64). The Chaldrean 
armies of Nebuchadrezzar were also mercenary 
(ib. p. 109). Antiochus Epiphanes opened his 
treasury, and gave his forces pay (dftbvia, cf. Ro 
6 a , 1 Co 9 7 ) for a year (1 Mac S 28 ). But booty 
meant more to a warrior than pay, as the dis- 
appointment of the Israelite mercenaries shows 
(2 Ch 25"»- » cf. Jg 5 W ). Booty was to 1* divided 
in equal shares between those who went into the 
battle and those who guarded the camp (1 S 30 s4 - 
A chosen part was sometimes dedicated to the 
Lord (silver and gold, 2 S 8" ; sheep and oxen, 
1 S 15"), or reserved for a leader (1 S 30 3 "). 

iii. The Conduct of War.— The treatment of 
conquered enemies was often very severe. David 
removed the Ammonites from Kabbah and the 
other cities of Amnion which he captured, and put 
them to the hardest task-work in the form of 
hewing stone and making brick (2 S 12 31 ). The 
allied armies of Israel, Judah, and Edom deliber- 
ately made a desert of Moab, filling the good land 
with stones, stopping the wells, and cutting down 
the good trees (2 K 3*). Joab slew every male 
whom he found in Edom (1 K 11 J8 ). The still 
more horrible cruelty of massacring women with 
child is more often ascribed to the enemy than to 
Israel itself (the Syrians in 2 K 8 12 , Menahem of 
Israel in 2 K 15 18 , Amnion in Am l u ). 

More reasonable severity was shown by ex- 
patriating the flower of an enemy's army (the first 
Chaldaean captivity, 2 K 24"), breaking down part 
of the wall of an enemy's city (2 K 14 13 and 25 10 ), 
and taking hostages (2 K 14"). 

Two instances of mildness are worthy of note. 
Ahab let Ben-hadad of Syria go free on his con- 
senting to a treaty (1 K 20 s4 ) ; 1 the king of Israel,' 
on Elisha's advice, fed and dismissed in safety a 
detachment of Syrians whom the prophet had 
taken by stratagem (2 K 6 ffl ). 

There is some uncertainty as to the treatment of the Canaan- 
ites by Israel at the conquest. It is true that, according to the 
earliest document (JE), only one family, that of Rahab, was 
saved alive at Jericho (Jos (J21-2*); tliat at Ai all persons were 
put to the sword • and that at Makkedah Ave kings were 

slain in cold blood (10l«-*9. On the other hand, the passages 
(Jos 10»« lli*-=») which represent the extermination of the 
Canaanites as carried out by the Israelites from one end of 
Palestine to the other are usually referred to a later document 
(D 3 , the work of the redactor of Deuteronomy), and, moreover, 
these passages cannot be reconciled with the very early docu- 
ment from which Jg I is taken, nor again with Jos 15«» 17"-". 
It is clear from many precise statements in Joshua and Judges 
that Israel was not able to carry on a war to the knife ; the 
conquerors were obliged to grant terms to the conquered. It 
may indeed be objected that Dt 20 (which belongs to the 
kernel of the book) enjoins the massacre of the Canaanites. 
But (1) D no less than D* is a later document than JE ; (2) it is 
far from improbable that Dt 80 10 * w contains the earlier law 
(applicable even to war with the Canaanites), and that the 
exclusion of the Canaanites from the benefits of this law(vv.»-W) 
is due to the author himself, who wrote under the influence of 
the spirit which was soon to manifest itself in the violent 
reformation of Josiah (2 K 23i-*»). We conclude that the 
Canaanites were in part massacred, in part reduced to task- 
work, in part borne with on sufferance, in part taken into Israel 
by intermarriage. 

iv. TREATIES.— Treaties of peace were granted 
to a beaten foe, the most common condition being 
the payment of an indemnity (Sennacherib to 
H ezekiah in 2 K 18"). A modern-sounding treaty 



is that made by Ahab with Ben-hadad (1 K 20") : 
cities captured from Israel were to be restored and 
the right to trade in Damascus was to be conceded. 
An instance of a barbarian's treaty is that ottered 
by Naliash of Ammon to Jabesh-gilead (1 S 11 s ) 
on the condition that the right eye of every male 
defender (? or of every inhabitant) of Jabesh- 
gilead should be put out. Savage as the otter is, 
it was probably seriously meant. 

v. The Outlook of the Prophets on War. — 
The earliest prophets show no horror of war as 
war, but lead or encourage their own people to 
resist the enemy. Deborah the prophetess rouses 
her countrymen against Sisera (J g 4 4 "*) and gives 
the signal for the battle (v. 14 ). Samuel is at the 
head of the rising against the Philistines (1 S 7 s " 11 , 
perhaps a late passage, but of importance in this 
connexion). An unnamed prophet encourages 
Ahab against Ben-hadad (IK 20 13 - "). Elisha's 
prophetic activity is the turning-point in the 
campaign against Moab (2 K 3"" 10 ) ; and the same 

fropnet, on his deathbed, heartens Joash of 
srael in the contest with Syria (2 K 13 M ' U ). An 
interesting touch of mercy or of good policy appears 
in Elisha's treatment of the Syrian prisoners in 
2 K e* 1 "* 3 . In the writing prophets, however, from 
Amos onwards we have a wider outlook upon war. 
War is no longer a mere event ; it lias become a 
symbol. The coming Day of the Lord is associ- 
ated with terrible wars (Am 5-7, Is 13 8 " 18 , Jl 
3[4]°- 17 ). On the other hand, the Latter Days 
are to be marked by universal peace, between 
nation and nation and even between man and beast 
(Is 2 1 " 4 9 s - 7 1 1 ' 6 ] ll 8 " 9 , Mic 4 1 *; cf. Zee 14»-»- J8 -"»). 

vi. Allusions to War in the NT.— In the 
Gospels three references to war, all in Luke, 
call for notice. In 3" ffTparevdntvot (' soldiers on 
service,' RVm) ask for and receive counsel from 
John the Baptist. In 14 S1 our Lord takes a 
lesson from the action of a king in calling a 
council of war, and in 19** He prophesies that the 
enemy will cast up a bank (x&paKa) against Jeru- 
salem. On these passages cf. Plummer's St. Luke. 
In the Epistles, St. Paul shows in a dozen refer- 
ences to a soldier's career that he looked at it 
with interest and even with sympathy. He calls 
the Christian life 'the good warfare' (1 Ti l 18 ), 
refers to the soldier's ty<foia(l Co 9 7 ), holds up the 
soldier's ideal of service for imitation (2 Ti 2 s - 4 ), 
praises the Colossians as an inspecting officer might 
praise a legion (Col 2 s ), and compares the recovery 
of the erring for Christ to the taking of captives 
alive in battle (2 Ti 2 s8 ). The apostle, moreover, 
describes himself in words of startling sternness as 
waging a warfare otf /card cdpica against pride and 
disobedience in his converts (2 Co 10 s " 6 ). In the 
Apocalypse there are several references to the 
great struggle between the saints and the powers 
of evil. Ihere is ' war in heaven,' which results in 
the dragon and his angels being cast down to earth 
(Rev 12 7 - 12 ). The Beast (to 6-opiov) makes war with 
the saints by commission from the Dragon (13 7 », 
omitted by AC, etc. , has the support of the Syriac 
text — Philoxenian '—published by Gwynri, 1897). 
The kings of the whole world (tj)j oiKovptvjit aXijj) 
are gathered together to Har-magedon for * the 
war of the great day of God the Almighty ' (16 1 *- 18 ). 
The Word (6 Aiyos) of God, who ' in righteousness 
doth judge and make war,' leads the armies which 
are in heaven to final victory over the Beast 
(19 1181 ). 

The general teaching of the NT on war can 
hardly be better given than in the following 
words : ' We have seen then so far that war is 
sanctioned by the law of nature — the constitution 
of man and the constitution of society ; and by 
the teaching and practice of Christ and of His 
immediate disciples. Certain limitations are im- 
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posed, on the ground of expediency, by society ; 
and, in the ideal brotherhood of men to which 
the Christian gospel teaches all men to aspire, 
war would be impossible. But, with a view to the 
necessary process of the attainment of this ideal, 
war in the abstract is not condemned. Here as 
always the Christianity of Christ looks to the 
motive ' (Bethune-Baker, Influence of Christianity 
on War, 1888, p. 18). 

Literature.— Benzinper (1894), Heb. Arehiologie, p. 360 ft*.; 
Nowack (1894), Heb. Arehdologle, i. pp. 357-376 (very full) ; 
G. A. Smith, HGHL (jxtstim). See also Armour, Camp, Engine, 
Fenced Cities. W. EMERY BARNES. 

WARD. — The Eng. word ' ward ' is another spell- 
ing of 1 guard.' ' Ward ' is the older Teut. form 
(Anglo-Sax. weard), ' guard ' came in through the 
Old Fr. garder: cf. wage-gauge, warrant-guarantee. 
Both forms are used in AV, though, with one ex- 
ception,* the same words are not translated by 
both. The form ' guard ' had not then been very 
long in use, but was already freely used synonym- 
ously with * ward.' The Anglo-Sax. weard is the 
name in the masc. = 'a guard,' 'defender,' and in 
the fern. = ' guarding,' 4 defence ' ; hence ' ward ' is 
used in both these senses, as well as for a body of 
men on guard and the place in which one is 

Karded, a prison. Bunyan makes a distinction 
tween ' ward ' and ' guard ' : Holy War, p. 94, 
• He sent special orders to Captain Boanerges . . . 
to put them all three in ward, and that they 
should set a strong guard upon them.' 

' Ward ' in AV means : (1) A body of men on guard ; Jer S7 1 ' 
(pikidxith, only occurrence ; lit. 1 oversight,' OHL tr. 'B 
' sentinel ') ; Ac 12'" (fuXMxf.y. (2) The offloe of guarding, the de- 
fence: 1 Ch 12» (mitlimereth, RV 'allegiance'); Neh 12«M* 
(mithmereth). (3) The position of the guard, post : 1 Ch 25 8 &« 
' ward against ward ' (RV ' for their charges,' Heb. mithmereth) ; 
28'«, Neh 1224.25 (all mithmdr); Is 21" (mithmereth) ; Jth 8*» 
(>i«T«Jjf, RV ' station 'X (4) The place for guarding, prison, 
cell : On 40»-4.7 41'» 421?, l v 24", Nu 1634 ( a ll mithmdr) ; 2 8 
20 s (mithmereth) : Ezk 19" (tugar, only occurrenoe ; BV ' cage ') ; 
1HK14»(^). 

The adverbial suffix ' ward,' expressing direction 
towards a place, was formerly used with great 
freedom. In AV we find * to Godward ' Ex 18", 
2 Co 3«, 1 Th l 8 ; 'to theeward' 1 S 19*; 'to usward' 
Ps 40°, Eph 1", 2 P 3" ; 'to you ward ' 2 Co 1" 13 3 , 
Eph 3 s ; and ' to the mercy-seatward ' Ex 37 9 , be- 
sides the adverbs northward, rereward, thitherward, 
and the like. Cf. ' To himward ' Dt 32" Tind. ; ' to 
themward/Berners, Froissart, 16; 'to Israel warde' 
Nu 32 14 Tind. ; ' to the city-ward,' Berners, Frois- 
sart, 16 ; ' whiche waye soo ever warde,' Erasmus, 
Crede, 46. J. Hastings. 

WARE (Anglo-Sax. warn ; Skeat thinks the 
orig. sense was ' valuables ') is used in AV (in 
both. sing, and plu.) for merchandise. The sing, 
occurs Neh 10 31 (ninp?), 13 ,a (150), 13 20 (-1999) ; and 
the plu. in Jer 10" (imp), Ezk 27" (•lyiyj, AV 
'the wares of thy making,' RV 'thy handi- 
works '), 27 s8 fltajff), Jon l 8 (D'Vs). We still retain 
' warehouse,' which Coverdale gives as two words, 
Jer 40 10 ' Therefore gather you Avyne, corne and 
oyle, and kepe them in youre ware houses.'— See 
Fairs. J. Hastings. 

WARE.— * Ware,' 'aware,' and 'wary' are forms 
of the same adj., the a in ' aware ' representing the 
Anglo-Sax. ge (geioaer, Middle Eng. iwar, ywar), 
and the y in ' wary ' being an addition. ' Ware ' 
occurs in Mt 24 80 (1611, mod. edd. 'aware'), Ac 14 a , 
2Ti 4". So Lv 5"- 18 Tind. (5 W 'And the preast 
shall make an attonement for him for the lgnor- 

• The exception is mithmdr, which is usually tr" 1 ' ward,' 
but in Ezk 387 Neh 42-23 is rendered 'guard'; RV makes no 
changes. 



aunce whiche he dyd and was not ware ') ; Lk 
1 1** Rhem. ' Woe to you, because you are as monu- 
ments that appeare not, and men walking over, 
are not ware.' Udall (in Eratmus' Paraph, ii. 278) 
uses 'ware' for modern 'wary' ; so Erasmus, Crede, 
127, ' ware and wyse circumspection.' ' Wary ' 
occurs in AV in 2Es 7**, and 'wariness' in Sir 
ll 18 . J. Hastings. 

WAR8 OF THE LORD, BOOK OF THE (nbn^c 
mm ; LXX B ip ptpXltf [A /SipM US\e/ioi rov Kvplov). 
— An authority quoted in Nu 21" to settle a 
question about the boundary between Moab and 
the Amorites. In all probability, the other two 
citations in the above chapter are from the same 
source. The last of these is indeed referred (v.**) 
to a poem circulating amongst the mdshilim or 
reciters of sarcastic verses, but this does not prove 
that it was not incorporated also in the ' Wars of 
J".' The book in question is mentioned nowhere 
else in the OT, for its identity with the ' Book of 
Jashar,' although contended for by some, cannot 
be established. From the title we can readily 
infer the contents of the book. It was doubtless 
a collection of songs which celebrated the victories 
gained by Israel in its religious wars from the 
Mosaic age downwards. The title was chosen by 
men who delighted to think of J" as Israel's com- 
mander-in-chief (rnnj^f m.T 1 J" of the hosts [of 
Israel] '). Cf. the words in the Song of Moses in 
Ex 15 s ' The Lord is a man of war.' 

The meaning of all the three citations in Nu 21 
is more or less obscure. The purity of the text is 
not beyond suspicion, and it may be also, as several 
critics hold, that some of the extracts refer to 
events which happened later than the Mosaic age, 
and that the narrator has only partially succeeded 
in accommodating the original language to the new 
context. Stade, for instance, believes that the 
third quotation has in view incidents that occurred 
during the wars between Israel and Moab nnder 
the dynasty of Omri. The argument of Wellhausen, 
that the Well-song fw. ,7> ") should be metaphori- 
cally interpreted of the conquest of the Moabite city 
Beer (well), is plausible but not convincing. If 
Cornill is right in assigning the whole passage in 
which the citations occur to E, there is probability 
also in his conjecture that * the book of tne Wars of 
the Lord ' originated in the N. kingdom. Its com- 
position will in any case hardly be later than B.C. 750. 

It is only fair to mention that some deny that 
Nu 21" furnishes any evidence whatever for the 
existence of a book called ' the Wars of J".' Sayce 
(Academy, 22nd Oct. 1892) would render the passage 
thus : ' Wherefore it is said in a (the) book, The 
wars of J" were at Zahab in Suph,' etc. It may, 
however, be safely predicted that few will agree 
to follow this line of interpretation. 

Literature.— Ryle, Canon of 07', 19; W. B, Smith, OTJC* 
327; Dclitzsch, Genetis, new ed. i. 7; Reuss, AT iu. 463; 
Cornill, Einleitung*, 69 f. ; Wellhausen, Comp. 343; Wildeboer, 
Lit. d.AT.ttt.: Kittel, II ut. of Heb. i. 90; Kautcsch, HeiL 
Sehr. d. AT, Beilagen, 136; Budde, 'The Well-song ' in Sew 
World, March 1895 ; Driver, LOT* 121. 

J. A. Selbib. 

WASHINGS.— See Unclean. 

WASHPOT (rrrj vp).— Only fig. : 'Moab is my 
washpot,' Ps 60 8 = 108 9 (LXX Mwd£ rip iXrlBat 
fiov, Vulg. Moab olla spei mece, taking pn in its 
Aram. [cf. Dn 3 18 ] sense of ' trust '). Like the 
parallel ' Upon (or unto) Edoiu will I cast my 
shoe,' the expression appears to combine the 
ideas of ownership and of contempt. Cf. art. 
Shoe. 

WA8P (o-rtZ, Wis 12« A V and RVm ; RV « hornet,' 
see Hornet).— The common wasp, Vespa vulgaris, 
is very abundant in the East. The general colour 
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of its body is yellow, variegated by a longi- 
tudinal black line. Its nest is composed of a 
papery substance, made by chewing up the wood 
and bark of trees, and is formed of hexagonal 
cells, like those of the bee. Wasps swarm in the 
neighbourhood of ' houses in the summer, and 
boldly enter them to feed on the meats, sweets, 
and fruits on the table. They also frequent the 
vineyards, esp. where grapes are spread out to dry 
into raisins. They invade the caldron in which 
grape juice is boiled down to dibs, and shops where 
sweets and fruits are sold. Other Vespidce are also 
included under the general title wasp. The hornet 
belongs to the same tribe, and both ot these hymen- 
opterous insects are closely related to the bee. 

G. E. Post. 

WATCH.— A division of the night. See Time, 
p. 766". 

WATCHER (Aram, ry, Theod. ttp). — A title ap- 
plied to angels in Dn 4"- » I 10 - H It means 
• wakeful one ' (Aq. Symm. iypJiyopot), and occurs 
with great frequency in the (Ethiopia) Book of 
Enoch (see vol. l. p. 707), as well as in Jubilees (4 ,B 
8 s 10») and the Syriac Fathers. It is hardly likely 
that in Daniel it has already acquired the restricted 
sense of iyp^yopoi in these later writings ; more 
probably it is a designation of angels in general. 
See the Comm., esp. Driver, ad loc. 

WATER in EV is usually the equivalent of o:? 
or CSup. 

In 2 K 1837, is 36" RV ' water' represents O'jv and KM has 
0'}}ri 'V- In 2 Co 11*» • waters ' stands for <r*rmu*i (RV ' rivers "% 
•Watercourse' is the tr. of n^JA (Job 38» RV ' wateriood '), 
of 0!5 h}] (Is 44«), and of D"5 ttfo (2 Ch 82*> RV ' spring of 
waters '). The lost phrase is also rendered 1 woterspring ' 
(Ps 107"- »). and ' spring of water 1 (Is tV* 68"). * Waterspout ' 
is the tr. of nil* (Ps 427 EVm 'cataract'), and ' waterflood' of 
d?9 nbs» (Ps 09H> 

The verb ' to water ' represents various Heb. expressions. It 
stands in Pr 11» for the Hiph. of KV (' to throw (rain) ') ; in Ps 
C for the Hiph. of ."199 (' to melt ') ; in Ps «5» for the Pilel of 
pre* ('to run over'); in Ps 36S"* for the Qal, in Ps Co", Is 10" 
for the Piel, and in Pr 11», Is 65" for the Hiph., of .Tn (' to be 
saturated'); and in On 28.10 29»-*-7r, Ex Dt llio, 

Ps 104", Ec 28, 18 273, Erk 177 328, Jl 818 for flj#n ('to 
give to drink 'X npj^9 is tr. 'well watered' in On IS", and 
rn*J 'watered' in Is 68", Jer 81". In Ps 72« 'showers that 
water' stands for the apposition 1'n] (* showers— a 

down-pour "). ' Watering ' in Job 87" is for n (RV ' moisture 'X 
'Watering' in Lk 18U and 'to water' in 1 Co 8«« represent 
**ri%uw. 'To drink water' (1 Ti &*) is the tr. of i»p*»ru,. 
'Waterpot' (Jn 28-7 4J8) ; 8 for Ci^m, and 'without water' 
(2 P 217, Jude W) for k,iSp*t. • To have (i.e. to be supplied 
with) water' (Jth 7") is for XfCtrim. "tifmytyit (Sir 2430) is 
tr. ' conduit.' 

d:? is once rendered by * washing ' (Neh 4» rv ' water '). In 
Jos 11« 188 the word is retained as part of a proper name (nifi^ip? 

o:w- 

Water is among the commonest and most widely 
diffused of natural substances, and the Scripture 
allusions to it are consequently both numerous and 
varied. At ordinary temperatures it is a liquid, 
transparent, yet capable of reflecting light from 
its surface (Pr 27"). When heated to the boiling 
point it is converted into invisible vapour (Is 64 a ), 
and the same process of evaporation takes place 
gradually at lower temperatures (Job 24 1 "). When 
cooled below the freezing point it solidifies into 
hard, transparent, brittle ice, which is compared 
to a stone (Job 38*), and to a breastplate (Sir 
43*). The water vapour in the air may be con- 
densed by cooling into the small drops of cloud or 
mist, or the larger drops of rain (Job 36 s7 ), or it 
may be deposited on the surface of objects as dew. 
If the cold in the atmosphere is sufficiently great, 
vol. iv.— 57 



the moisture may fall in frozen drops as hail, or in 
feathery ice-crystals as snow (see Cloud, Dew, 
Hail, Rain, Snow). Among the most charac- 
teristic physical properties of water is that of 
quenching fire. The antagonism of these two 
• elements * appears in 1 K 18** ff -, Wis 19 20 . 

The water which the earth receives partly flows 
along the surface in the form of brooks, streams, 
and rivers, or gathers in ponds, lakes, and seas ; 
and partly sinks beneath the ground, from which 
it may flow forth again in springs and fountains 
(Gn 16 7 , Dt 8 7 etc.), or be recovered by sinking pits 
and wells (see Well). 

Water plays an important part in changing the 
earth's surface (Job 14 1 "), but the process is so slow 
that the streams, etc. , which effect it seem to be 
among the most permanent features of the land- 
scape, and acquire a geographical significance. 
Thus we have the 'water' of Nephtoah (Jos 15* 
18 18 ), of Jericho (Jos 16 1 ), of 'the pool" Asphar' 
(1 Mac 9 s3 ), of Jordan (1 Mac 9"), ana of Gennesar 
(1 Mac 11"); the 'waters' of Merom (Jos ll 8 - 7 ), 
of En-shemesh (Jos 15 7 ), of Megiddo (Jg 5"), of 
Nimrim (Is 15"), and of Dibon (Is 15 ) ; the 'great 
waters that are in Gibeon' (Jer 41 u ). 

A situation on a navigable river or by the sea 
gave a city great commercial and other advantages ; 
e.g. Babylon (Jer 51") and No (Nah 3", here esp. as 
a' defence, cf. Is 33"). 

The waters, like the earth and the air, have 
their population of living creatures (Gn l 20 - 21 • M ), 
among which only those with fins and scales {i.e. 
fish) were recognized as clean by the Mosaic law 
(Lv ii».M.M.4r nt 14". i«). Images of fishes (Dt 
4 18 ), and of anything living in the water (Ex 20*, 
Dt 5 8 ), were forbidden. The 'dragons in the 
waters' (Ps 74 ,s ) appear to have been mythical 
sea-monsters svnib. of Egypt ; see Sea-Monster. 

Water is indispensable to all forms of life on the 
earth, whether animal or vegetable. Vegetation 
is refreshed by rain, dew, etc., and is specially 
luxuriant where there are streams or springs to 
moisten the soil. We read of the effect which the 

Sresence of water has on trees (Job 14" 29 1 ", Ps I s , 
er 17 8 ), cedars (Nu 24°, Ezk 31*), vines (Ezk 17 s ), 
willows (Is 44«), flags or sedges (Job 8", Sir 40 ,fl 
RV), and lilies (Sir 60 8 ). One of these passages 
(Ezk 31 4 ) shows how irrigation was practised in 
order to convey water from a river to all the parts 
of the ground under cultivation. Seed was sown 
beside the waters (Is 32 20 ), and even cast into 
them, as in Egypt when the Nile is in flood (Ec 
ll 1 ). The verdure of river-sides made them a 
favourite haunt of birds (Ca 6 12 ). 

Essential to vegetable life, water is equally 
essential to animals and man. It is enumerated 
among the necessaries of life in Is 33", Sir 29 21 39 s8 . 
Among its uses may be noticed — 

(a) Drinking. Here particular references are un- 
necessary, except to the water which flowed from 
the rock in Horeb (Ex 17 s - 6 ) and Kadesh (Nu 20"). 
Next to the absence of water, the greatest of evils 
was water which for any reason had become un- 
drinkable. This was one of the Plagues of 
Egypt (vol. iii. p. 889), and similar calamities 
appear in the Apocalypse (8 U ll 8 ). Israel had an 
experience of bitter water at Marah (Ex I5' a ). 

The explanation of the remedy used by Moses on this occasion 
is uncertain. The tree may have had the natural property of 

Surifying the water (see 8ir S8 6 ). Various plants are used in 
liferent parts of the world for a similar purpose. Rosenmuller 
(A. u. n. Morgenl. ii. 23 ff.) mentions Nelhmaran in Coromandel, 
Sassafras in Florida, and Yerva Caniani in Peru. It seems doubt- 
ful, however, whether any plant now growing in the Sinaitio 
desert has such an effect, though Lesscps (L'isthme dt Sues, p. 
10) says he has been told by Arab chiefs that a certain bitter 
thorn, growing in the desert, is used by them in this way. 
Burckhardt (Travels in Syria, 474) suggests that the berries 
of the plant called Gharkad (Peranum retvtum) might have 
been employed, but other travellers have not found them 
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irffoctual (Robinson, BRP i. Wf.; Ebers, Durch Oosen turn 
Sinai, 116 1.). 

The water* of Jericho were bad in Ellmha'n day (2 K 2W- «), 
but no explanation save a miraculous one can be yiven of the 
remedy used in this case. 

Drinking water might be fouled by the feet of 
animals (Ezk 32 s - 18 34 18 ). Certain bitter potions 
receive special mention, such as 'water of gall' 
(Jer 8" 9" 23 ,B ), and the water mixed with the 
ashes of the golden calf (Ex 82*). Water mixed 
with dust from the floor of the tabernacle was 
used in the ordeal of chastity described in Nu 5. 

Water was not only drunk alone, but also mixed 
with wine (Ps 75 8 , Pr 9 s , 2 Mac 15»). The incident 
of the making of water into wine at Cana is given 
as the earliest of the miracles of Jesus ( Jn 2 W ^ 4**). 
Water for domestic purposes was usually drawn 
by women (Gn 24", Ex 2", 1 S 9", Jn 4**) or by 
servants (Dt 29" )• The Gibeonites were reduced 
to this menial office (Jos 9»*). In Mk 14" || the 
unusual circumstance of a man bearing a pitcher 
of water enables the two disciples to recognize their 
guide. Supplies of drinking water were carried in 
skins, larger or smaller (see Bottle), and we hear 
also of vessels of earthenware and stone. 

(©) Washing of clothes (Jer 13'), of the hands 
(Job 9»°, Mt 27**), the feet (Gn 24 M 43", Lk 7", 
Jn 13 s ), and the whole person (Jth 10* 12 7 ). To 
' pour water upon the hands ' is synonymous with 
being a servant (2 K 3"). In the ceremonial 
system of the OT, washings occupied a prominent 
place. The priests were washed at their consecra- 
tion (Ex 29*), and the Levites were sprinkled when 
they were set apart to their special duties (Nn 8 7 ). 
There was a laver before the tabernacle, in which 
the priests washed their hands and feet before 
offering sacrifices (Ex SO 18 -" 40 7 - »•»). Special ablu- 
tions were required on particular occasions, such 
as the Day of Atonement (Lv 16*- u - **). The sacri- 
ficial flesh was washed before it was burnt (Lv 
*••" 8"). Washing was a frequent process for 
removing ceremonial defilement (Lv 11* 15 86r * 17", 
Dt 23"). A specially interesting case is that of 
recovery from leprosy (Lv 14 8 - 9 ). In connexion 
with leprosy and certain other forms of unclean- 
ness running water required to be used (Lv 
14 8.8.bo.6j. si i5» jiu 19"). The 'water of separa- 
tion' used for sprinkling the unclean (Nu 19, 
He 9") consisted of running water mixed with 
the ashes of a heifer that had been burnt along 
with cedar wood and hyssop. 

(r) Cooking, as in Ezk 24*. 

(d) Medicinal Bathing (Jn 5 s - *). 

In Eastern lands, where so much depends on the 
presence of water, the distress caused by drought 
is very great, and is often vividly described in 
Scripture (Is 19», Jer 14 s , Jl I s0 ). The same result 
follows when a water-supply is cut off, which was 
a common operation of warfare and siege. Jehosh- 
aphat and his allies stopped the wells of Moab 
(2 K 3"- *). HolOfernes did the same for Bethulia 
(Jth V- 8 9 II"). Hezekiah, when besieged by 
Sennacherib, succeeded in reversing this proceed- 
ing, and in securing water for the besieged while 
the besiegers were deprived of it (2 Ch 32*- *, Sir 
48 17 ). When water is scarce from such causes, 
it has to be doled out carefully (La 5*, Ezk 4"- "). 
' Water of affliction ' seems to mean a supply that 
is limited either from scarcity (Is 30 s0 ) or as a 
punishment (1 K 22", 2 Ch 18*). 

Water, though so necessary, is also a source of 
danger. It may cause death by suffocation (2 K 
8") or by ordinary drowning. Of the latter the 
Flood and the overthrow of the Egyptians at the 
Red Sea are the most notable Scripture instances. 
In the miracle of Christ's walking on the water 
(Mt 14 28 !!) we see this natural property for once 
overcome. Water may he destructive from its 
force when agitated by storms (Ezk 27 28,S4 , Wis 



5**, Lk 8* 1 " 28 ), or when rushing along in a torrent 
(2 S 5*, Rev 12"), or from its simply submerging 
the works of man (Ezk 28"- >»). 

•Water' is used for tears (Ps UV", Jer 9».m, 
La 1" 3"), and for the liquid .that flowed along 
with the blood from the pierced side of Christ 
(Jn 19**). The nature of the latter has been much 
discussed, and all attempts at ordinary physio- 
logical explanation seem doubtful. The commen- 
taries must be consulted for the various views 
that have been suggested. See also Medicine 
(vol. iii. p. 326*). The substance NEPHTHAR (which 
see) is called « thick water' (2 Mac l»«-»- »). 

In the biblical cosmogony water held an im- 
portant place. There was a primitive waste of 
waters, which was divided into two portions by 
the firmament. The upper portion was the source 
of rain. The dry land rose out of the lower 
portion and was founded upon it. The Flood, 
in which both the waters above and those beneath 
were let loose (Gn 7 1 '), was a catastrophe provided 
for by the very structure of the universe (2 P 3*- •). 
These and similar cosmological ideas appear »in 
Job 28 s - ", Ps 33 7 104»-«- 148\ Pr 30 4 , Is 40", Jth 
9" 16". While the heathen deified the waters as 
well as the other forces of nature (W'is 13 s ), the 
biblical conception consistently subordinates them 
to God. He controls the waters of the thunder- 
storm (2 S 22", Ps 18" 29 s 77* l7 , Jer 10" 51"). 
The division of the Red Sea is His work (Ps 78", 
Is 43" 51"). It is in obedience to Him that the 
water flows from the rock (Ps 114 8 ). It is He 
who moves the sea (Am 5 8 9 s ). The voice of God 
is compared to the sound of many waters (Ps 93*, 
Ezk 43 s . Cf. Rev 1" 14* 19"). 

The metaphorical usages of water are numerous. 
The want of it is an emblem of spiritual need 
(Ps 42 1 63 1 , Am 8"), and -Us presence becomes, in 
some of the most beautiful poetry of Scripture, a 
figure for gpiritutl refreshment and blessing (Ps 
23 s , Is 30» 82* 35«- 7 41" 43* 44 s 49" 66 1 58", Jer 31», 
Ezk 47 1 ", Jl 3", Zee 14 8 , Jn 7», Rev 7" 21« 22'- »*). 
It represents a blessing which may be neglected 
(Jer 2" 17" 18"). It suggests the gratefulness of 
good news (Pr 25 a ); &na wisdom, as the drink of 
the soul, is compared to it (Sir 15 s ). Water sym- 
bolizes the means of moral cleansing (Ezk 16*- • 
38*, Eph 5 s8 , He 10**), with which we may connect 
the whole subject of BAPTISM, and also the con- 
ception of Christians as * born of water ' (Jn 3*, 
1 Jn 5 8 - 8 ). Bitter drink is a metaphor for trouble 
(Ps 73"), and water in its dangerous aspect is still 
more extensively so (Ps 18" 32" 46* 66" 60»-"- M 
88", Is 43 s , La 3**, Jon 2 s ). Enemies are spoken of 
under a similar figure (Ps 124* 144 7 , Is 8 7 [Assyria] 
17"- " [the nations] 28 s - » Jer 47 s ). 

Various subordinate metaphors are deserving of 
notice. Water becomes a figure for instability of 
character (Gn 49*), for weakness and dissolution 
(Ps 22" 58 7 109", Ezk 7"), and for worthlessness 
(Wis 16 s *). Pride passes like a ship that leaves no 
track on the waters (Wis 5"). The foam of water 
[or, perhaps better, a chip on a stream, cf. RVm] 
is an emblem of extreme transiency (Hos 10 7 ). 
To give earth and water is a token of submission 
(Jth 2 7 ). In Sir 15"- 17 the choice between life and 
death is compared to that between tire and water. 
The wickedness of Jerusalem is likened to the water 
of a fountain (Jer 6 7 ). Stolen water is an emblem 
for secret sin (Pr 9"), and the drinking of water is 
a figure for unlawful love (Sir 26"). To drink the 
waters of a country is to conquer it (2 K 19 34 , Is 
37 s *), or to seek alliance with it (Jer 2"). The 
letting out of water has as its counterparts the 
beginning of strife (Pr 17"), or the giving of liberty 
to a wicked woman (Sir 25 s *). Apostate disciples 
are compared to waterless wells (2 P 2"), or clouds 
(Jude "). The inconsistency of blessing and curstng 
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is suggested by the impossibility of fresh and salt 
water coming from a fountain together (.Ja 3"~"). 
The salt in the sea corresponds to God's wrath 
against the heathen (Sir 39*). The smallness of a 
waterdrop compared with the sea is an image of 
the relation of time to eternity (Sir 18 10 ). Deep 
water is a figure for wise counsel (Pr 18* 20*). 
Judgment and righteousness are likened to the 
waters of a mighty stream (Am 6 s4 ). The extent 
of the sea is made to suggest the universal spread 
or Gods glory (Is 11", Hab 2"). 

James Patrick. 
WATERSPOUTS. — Only Ps 42* 'Deep calleth 
unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts' (RVm 
' cataracts'); Heb. vt«t k"!^P tfifr^} oHnp ; LXX 
Apvaatn Afivccroy lm*aXetrot els 4*>rJ)i> tup Karapaicrup 
ffov. The only other occurrence of the word -to* 
is in the very obscure passage 2 S 5 8 , so that its 
meaning is somewhat uncertain, although in late 
Hebrew it means a spout or pipe (cf. Job 38 s8 

* Who hath cleft a channel for the waterflood ? ' 
"/Jff tyt^ >rt"*9). The reference in Ps 42* is prob. to 
the numerous noisy waterfalls in a stream swollen 
by the melting of the snow (see Duhm, ad loc.). 

WAYE - BREAST, WAYE - OFFERING. — See 

Sacrifice. 

WAW (letter).— See VAU. 

WAX.— See Writing, p. 945*. 

WAX. — This verb, which means to grow (Middle 
Eng. waxen, Anglo-Sax. weaxan, allied to aH-dnei*), 
is frequently used in AV, and gives another syn. 
for * grow,' as in Lk 1" ' And the child grew, and 
waxed strong {iKparaioOro) in spirit,' 13" ' And it 
grew, and waxed a great tree (fytucro els HpSpof 
fitya, RV * became a tree,' omitting niya with 
edd.). Cf. Maundeville, Travels, 105, 'In Ethiopia, 
when the children be young and little, they be all 
yellow ; and when that they wax of age, that 
yellowness turneth to be all black.' The word is 
sometimes used with scarcely more meaning than 

• become,' as Nu 11*' Is the Lord's hand waxed 
short? ' So Mt 26 s7 Tind. ' And he toke with him 
Peter and the two sonnes of Zebede, and began to 
wexe sorowfull and to be in an agonye' ; Lk ll 83 
Tind. ' The Pharises began to wexe busye aboute 
him.' It was, however, formerly used in the sense 
of grow or increase, without an adjective (it is never 
so used in AV), as Ac 6 7 Wye. ' The word of the 
lord wexed'; Gn 9 7 Tind. 'See that ye encrease, 
and waxe.' J. Hastings. 

WAY (T", ""J*, bibs), meaning literally either 
road * or journey, is used by a natural figure for 
course or manner in a great variety of applica- 
tions. It is used for God's purpose or action 
(Ex 33", Job 21 S1 36 s , Ps 67* 77", Pr 8", Is 26 B 40 s , 
Job 21 14 34 s7 ), described by varied epithets of 
excellence (Ps 25 10 , 2 S 22 31 , Ps 18* Dt 32*. Rev 15*. 
Dn 4 s7 , Hob 14", Job 26", Ro 11*), defended against 
doubt (Ezk 18***), and contrasted with man's 
plans and doings (Is 55 s ) ; also of His command- 
ments (Gn 18»», Ex 18* 32 s , Dt 9'* 11* 31* Jg 2'*, 
Job 23' 1 , Ps 37 w 119", Jer S 4 - 8 , Mai 2", Mt 22", 
Mk 12", Lk 20-', Dt 5* 8 8 10" ll a 19 3 26' 7 28» 30", 
Jos 22 s , Ps 18 sl 25* 51" 81" 95" 103 7 119 s 128 1 138 s , 
2 S 22--*, 1 K 2 s 3" 8» ll 33 - 33 , Is 2 s 42" 58" 63 17 64 8 , 
Jer 7*), which He is ready to teach men ( Ps 25* *• 13 
27" 32 s 86" 119 s7 - *• *• 37 139* 143", Is 30" 35 s , Jer 
32 s9 42 s , Mic 4-, Ps 16 11 119 38 - 108 23 3 ), and in obedi- 
ence to which there is reward (Pr & 3J , Zee 3 7 , Mai 
2"). Man's conduct generally is spoken of as a 
'way' (1 K 2 4 8* 2 Ch 6", Ps IW*, Ja 5 s ") or 

* For an account of the main roadways of Palestine see articles 
Thadk asd Commerce, p. 805»>, and War, p. 8»2 b . 



'ways' (1 S 18", Job 4« 13" 22 s , Ps 39 l 119 s * 
Ezk 16 47 , Ac 14", 1 Co 4' 7 , Ja I s , cf. Pr 6 ), morally 
contrasted as good (1 S 12* 1 K 8", 2 Ch 6*, Job 
31 7 , Ps 1* 101*- *, Pr 2* 29", Is 26 7 , Mt 21 S1 , Ro 3 17 , 
1 Co I2» 2 P 2"- ») and bad (Gn 6", Nu 22* Jg 2", 

1 K 13 33 , Job 8" 22", Ps l>-« 38* 49", Pr 4" " 19 s , 
Ezk 3", Hos 10", Ps 10 8 125 8 , Pr 1" 2"- » 3 31 10" 14* 
22* 28*", Jer 15 7 ). Although man is free to 
choose his own 'way' (Ps 119* Pr 7* 21* 23"), 
hating the evil ' way ' (Ps 1 19" 1 - M - "»), or choosing 
it (Is 53 8 57" 59" 65*, Jer 3- 1 , Is 66 s ), yet training is 
important (Pr 22 s ), and example, whether for good 
(Jg 2" 2 Ch 20 33 , 1 K 22*»), as David's (2 K 22*. 

2 Ch 11" 17 s ), or for evil (1 K 15*. 2 K 21", Pr 1" 
lg » 28" Is 3", Jer 2 18 10 1 18", Ezk 23"- 31 ). as of 
the kings of Israel (2 K 8" 16 s , 2 Ch 21 H - " 28 s ), of 
the house of Ahab (2 K 8 s7 , 2 Ch 22 s ), of Jeroboam 
(1 K 15 34 16* "• * 22 s3 ), of Balaam (2 P 2"), and of 
Cain ( Jude u ) ; but example is not always followed 
(1 S 8 s - 8 , 2Ch 21"). As a man's course is well 
known to God (Job 24* 31 4 84", Ps 119" 8 139 s , Pr 
5 11 , Jer 16"), He deals with him according to his 
deserts (1 K 8 3 ', 2 Ch 6», Ps 146", Jer 4", Ezk 7* 
il« 16 43 22" 36", 1 K8 B ,2 Ch 6», Job 34", Pr 14", 
Jer 17" 32", Ezk 7 s 18 s " 24" 33* Hos 4», Zee 1«) in 
spite of occasional appearances to the contrary 
(Ps 37 7 ). But God desires men to consider their 
'ways' (Ezk 20 48 16" 36 3 '- ss , Hag I s ) and turn 
from the evil (2 K 17", 2 Ch 7", Pr 5 8 , Is 55 7 , 
Jer 7 s - 8 18" 25 8 26 s " 35" 36 s - 7 , Ezk 18* 33 s - ", 
Jon 3 s -", Zee l 4 ), which He hates (Pr 8" 15"); 
and He promises to guide them into the good 
(Pr 4" 8*), which He loves (Pr 11»). There are 
two 'ways' before man (Jer 21 8 , Mt 7" - ", cf. 
Lk 13 s4 - * also Didach6, i. 1, and Ep. of Barnabas, 
xviii.), one of which leads to life, peace, and 
happiness (Pr 6* 10"- » 11 s 12* 13 a 15* 16", Ac 2*. 
Ro 3", Pr 3" 16 7 4"). and the other to death, 
trouble, and misery (Pr 7" 13" 14" 16 38 21" 22 s 
22*, Is 59 7 ), in spite of man's illusions (Pr 12"-* 
21 s ). This close connexion between conduct and 
condition is shown in the use of 'way' or 'ways' 
for man's lot as well as his deeds (Gn 28*, Ex 23*, 
Dt 1" Jos l 8 , Jg 18 s - 8 , Dt 28* ;' the literal sense is 
in these six passages passing over to the figurative, 
which appears clearly in 2 S 22 s8 , Ps 18-*, Job 3* 
19 s 23" 22* Ps 35°). A man may think of ordering 
his lot after his own wishes ( Pr 16 9 , Jer 10*), but Goa 
disposes it according to His own will (Ps 37 s3 85", 
Pr 2"- ", Ps 91", Dn 5*), to which it is well for 
man to commit himself (Ps 37 s , Pr 3 6 ). One lot 
none can escape, for deatli is ' the way of all the 
earth ' (Jos 23", 1 K 2», cf. Job 16*). 

The purpose of God, foretold by the prophets 
(Is 40 s , Mai 3') and fulfilled in Christ, is described 
as the « way of the Lord ' ( Mt 3 3 , Mk I s - 3 , Lk 3 4 7 s7 , 
Jn 1* Ac 18* * cf. Ac 13"'), of peace (Lk 1™), of 
truth (2 P 2 s ), and of salvation (Ac 16"). Christ 
Himself is (Jn 14 4 - 8 - 8 ), or has opened up, the way 
for man to God (Heb 9 s 10*); and, accordingly, 
the Christian religion is spoken of simply as ' the 
Way ' ( Ac 9 s 19»- * 22* 24"- *), either because Christ 
claimed to be the Way (Jn 14 8 ), or because He had 
spoken of the narrow way unto life (Mt 7") ; or, 
lastly, because in Him was fulfilled the prophetic 
saying regarding the way (Is 40 3 , Mai 3'). 

A. E. Garvie. 

WAYMARK. — In Jer 31" W 'the virgin of 
Israel ' is called on to set up way marks and make 
guide-posts to mark the way for the returning 
exiles. The Heb. word tr" 1 'wayniark' is jvy, 
which apparently means here a small stone pillar, 
similar to our milestones, with an indication of 
routes and distances. The only other occurrences 
of the Heb. term are 2 K 23" (of the tombstone 
of the man of God from Judah ; AV wrongly 
'title,' RV 'monument') and Ezk 39" (of tlio 
stone to be set up to guide the burying party 
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to a corpse ; AV and RV ' sign '). In Jer 31 
[Gr. 38] ■ the LXX, confusing with |¥) (Zion), 
reads orrpov <reaimK Z(e )ui» ; in 2 K 23' 7 it has 
eic&xeKoy, and in Ezk 39 13 ayntiov. 

WEALTH.— i. Terms.— In OT « wealth * is tr» of 
jS.t h6n, xXoDtoj, etc., divitioe ; h'n hayil, tXoOtoj, 
divitiat [bat also, as its proper meaning is ' strength,' 
'resources,' idvatut, etc.]; 2\o fGbh, properly 'good,' 
' prosperity,' an Elizabethan sense of ' wealth" ; rjtt 
kuah, properly ' strength ' ; crpjj nfkhdsim, t4 irdp- 
Xorra, xM/mwo, substantia [only in post-exilic litera- 
ture ; the corresponding Aram, j'psj in Ezra is tr 4 
' expenses,' ' goods '] ; and in NT of einropla, acqui- 
sitio. 'Wealthy' tr. in AVv^, Jer 49»» ('quiet,' 
' ease '), but Rv (from AVm) ' that is at ease ' ; 
* wealthy place' stands in Ps 16" for am ('eaUira- 
tion '), p'rot). error for nm ' a spacious place.' The 
common term for ' riches is i^y. 

ii. National wealth would consist in the fertility, 
etc., of the soil, the minerals, streams, pasturage, 
population, cattle, etc. ; in the neighbourhood of 
the country to trade-routes, and in natural facili- 
ties of intercourse with other nations ; cf. Pales- 
tine, Trade. Dt 8 7 -» describes the land as well- 
watered, rich in cereals, grapes, olives, figs, iron, 
and brass. It is possible, nowever, that these 
verses come from an exilic editor, and that the 
colouring is heightened by an exile's fond recollec- 
tions of the ancient home of his people. The older 
description ' flowing with milk and honey,' Nu 13 s7 
(JE), suggests that the wealth of the land was 
chiefly pastoral. Naturally, the settled govern- 
ment of the monarchy fostered trade, and pro- 
moted a certain accumulation of wealth, especially 
in the days when the Israelite States were inde- 
pendent and powerful, and were receiving, and 
not paying, tribute, e.g. in the days of Solomon 
(1 K 10"-*) and in the early days of Isaiah (Is 2 7 ). 
l)t 8 ia * a looks back to prosperous periods such as 
these. Nevertheless, in view of the uncommercial 
character of the people, and • the barrenness of 
large portions of the country, especially in Juchea, 
Israel can hardly have been wealthy, even in pro- 
portion to its population, as compared with great 
commercial' and conquering nations. We gather 
from the prophets of the 8th cent, that in Israel, 
as elsewhere, the material well-being of the people 
generally was greater in the earlier stages of the 
history, before the development of civilization led 
to the accumulation of land in large properties. 

The Jewish community in Palestine after the 
Exile was poor, and burdened with tribute to 
Persia ; and, as it seems, with wealthy nobles who 
preyed upon the necessities of their brethren (Neh 
I s 5, Hag l 8 " 11 2 1817 , Zee 8 19 , Mai 8"). Time, no 
doubt, brought some improvement ; and a measure 
of prosperity resulted from the work of Nehemiah ; 
but the tone of the Psalms and other literature of 
the Persian and earlier Greek period suggests that 
the people generally, at any rate, were poor. There 
was, however, some revival of national wealth 
under the later Maccabsean kings, and still more 
under the Herods : witness the splendid buildings 
of Herod the Great. In addition to a settled 
government, two other causes contributed to pro- 
duce this result. First, Palestine could not fan to 
profit in some measure by the growing prosperity 
of the Roman empire. Secondly, the Jews of the 
Dispersion often engaged in commerce and became 
wealthy ; the sanctity of the temple brought vast 
crowds of pilgrims to Jerusalem for the great feasts, 
and increased the trade of the city ; also, devout 
Jews and proselytes sent costly offerings to the 
temple. In the thirty or forty years, nowever, 
before the fall of Jerusalem, Palestine suffered 
severely from misgovernment and disorder. 

iii. Individual wealth.— In the outlying pastoral 



districts we meet with men like Nabal in southern 
Judah (1 S 25) and Barzillai in Gilead (2 S 17" *), 
rich in flocks and herds and slaves ; and their 
circumstances suggested the terms in which the 
wealth of the patriarchs is described, e.g. Gn 24 s *. 
The chief use which such men had for their pos- 
sessions was to maintain a great retinue, which 
gave them power and distinction. Another class 
of rich men consisted of chiefs, kings, priests, and 
other great officials, like Gideon, Abimelech, Jeph- 
thah, Eli, and the kings of Israel and Judah. Their 
authority brought them wealth (1 S 8 U "). We 
learn from the prophets of the 8th cent. (Is 5 s " 10 
etc.), that towards the end of the monarchy there 
grew up a class of great landowners ; and Neh 5 
illustrates the process. In bad times the ' nobles 
and rulers' lent money, probably at exorbitant 
rates, on the security of the land, which became 
forfeit to them when the borrowers failed to fulfil 
their obligations. The allusions in the Prophets 
show that wealth had now become an instrument 
of luxury and display. Apart from Solomon, we 
have no instance in the OT of the successful 
Israelite merchant, of wealth gained by trade. 

In the NT wealthy men like Joseph of Arima- 
tha'a and the young ruler appear upon the scene ; 
such, too, figure in parables {e.g. Lk 16 19 ^), and in 
the teaching ; but none of them play any important 

eirt in the history of our Lord or the early Church, 
oth in the Gospels (Mk 10*-*) and elsewhere {e.g. 
Ja 5 1 " 8 ) wealth is represented as involving spiritual 
disadvantages, and as accompanied by high-handed 
injustice, and by persecution of the Church. 

W. H. Bennett. 
WEAN (Set). — For the Eastern usages connected 
with weaning see art. Birth, vol. i. p. 301 b The 
meaning of Ps 131 s ('Surely I have stilled and 
quieted my soul ; like a weaned child upon his 
mother, my soul is upon me like a weaned child ') 
is that the Psalmist has learned to renounce lofty 
aspirations, as the weaned child has learned to 
dispense with its mother's breast. 

WEAPONS.— See Armour. 

WEASEL (tbh holed).— The authority of the 
LXX ya\i) and'Vulg. mustela (Lv ]1») is in favour 
of the EV ' weasel, and others of the Mustelidtr, 
as the marten and civet. The authority of the 
Arab, khuld, the cognate of holed, which signifies 
the spetlax or mole-rat of the East, would be 
against the rendering 'weasel,' were it not that 
cognates often have widely different meanings. 
In the articles Chameleon and Mole we have 

fiven all the evidence that bears on the question, 
b is perhaps best to follow the LXX and Vulg., 
and render ' weasel,' which must be held, however, 
to include other Mustelidte in Palestine, as the 
marten, Mustela foina, L. (Arab, nims), the ich- 
neumon, Nerpestes Ichneumon, Fisch. (Arab, nims 
and zerdt), and the genet, Genetta vulgaris, C. A. 
Gray (Arab, nisnds and sammur), and others. 

G. E. Post. 

WEAYING (n\f * weave,' rw'web' or 'shuttle.' 
Besides AV occurrences, RV gives ' weave in 
chequer work ' for AV ' embroider ' [fW] in Ex 28"'*, 
and ' weave together ' for AV ' wrap up ' in Mic 7 s , 
where MT nvyr is prob. corrupt). — Weaving is 
closely connected with spinning, as the materials 
for the loom were, for the most part, products of 
the spindle. Weaving, like spinning, is a _ very 
ancient art, one of the first invented by civilized 
man, being necessary for the preparation of his 
clothing, and we find abundant evidence of it upon 
the monuments. The early proficiency of Egyptian 
weavers is established by the remains of their 
textile fabrics, some of their linen products being 
like silk to the touch, and equal to our finest 
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cambric in texture (Wilkinson, Anc. Egyp. ii. 161, 
ed. 1878) ; and vestures of tine linen are mentioned 
in the story of Joseph (Gn 41* 4 ). The goodly 
Bab. garment found at Jericho indicates the skill 
of the Chaldcean weavers ; and the ' line linen,' the 
' finely wrought garments '(Ex 31 10 RV), and other 
articles of similar character mentioned in Ex. by P, 
as prepared for the tabernacle, and the garments 
of the priests, make it evident that the Hebrews 
had attained proficiency in the art. Weaving was 
generally earned on by men in Egypt, but women 
sometimes engaged in it (Herod, ii. 35 ; Wilkinson, 
i. 316, 317), and this seems to have been true of 
the Hebrews also (2 K 23 7 , Pr 31 M ). The loom was 
of various kinds, upright and horizontal, and the 
woof was pushed both upwards and downwards 
(Wilkinson, ii. 170, 171). The Hebrews after arriv- 
ing in Palestine would have a similar variety, but 
in the desert they might use simpler forms, such as 
are still found there. Burckhardt (Bed. and Wah. 
L 67) describes a loom which consists of two short 
sticks driven into the ground at such distance 
apart as the width of the piece to be woven re- 
quires, and upon these a cross-piece, two other 
similar stakes with cross-piece being placed at a 
convenient distance from the first. Upon these 
cross-pieces the threads of the warp are stretched, 
the upper and under threads being kept apart by a 
flat stick. The common loom of the country to- 
day is quite simple, and has no doubt been used 
for centuries without much change. Two upright 
posts are fixed in the ground, which hold the roller 
to which the threads of the warp are fastened, and 
upon which the cloth is wound as it is woven. The 
threads of the warp are carried upward towards the 
ceiling at the other end of the room, and pass over 
rollers, and are gathered in hanks and weighted to 
keep them taut. The different sets are kept apart 
by reeds. The weaver sits at the cloth-roller and 
works the shuttle, while the healds are worked by 
treadles. We have no mention of the loom as a 
whole in the Bible, but from the incidental notices 
of various parts we infer that it did not differ 
greatly from that now in use. Thus we have the 
beam, with which a great spear or its staff is com- 
pared (1 S 17 7 , 2 S 2l"», 1 Ch 11 s3 20*), from which 
we should infer that the cloth-roller is intended. 
In Jg 16" the loom itself may be meant, the word 
in Heb. (ryg) being derived from the verb to weave, 
while the word in the other passages {-fix?) is from 
quite a different root. The pin (in;) in the above 
passage seems to be that which holds the web, i.e. 
the cloth-roller, for Samson carried it all away 
attached to his hair. The shuttle (rj»t) is the emblem 
of the swift passing of human life (Job 7 6 ), and 
the thread toork (.ijn) or thrum (Is 38 12 ) which 
fastens the web, furnishes, by its being cut off at 
the hands of the weaver, a striking simile for 
sudden death. These and other notices indicate 
that weaving was a household word with the 
Hebrews, and it is quite probable that many 
families produced their own wearing apparel, as 
did that of the virtuous woman (Pr 31). The pro- 
ducts of weaving were various : fine linen, purple 
and scarlet, woollen, goats'-hair cloth, tent-cloth, 
sack-cloth, etc., were produced in abundance. 
Garments of flax and wool together were forbidden 
(Lv 19", Dt 22 11 ), but stuffs of variegated patterns 
worked in the loom, perhaps by gold thread, were 
produced as we know they were in Egypt (Wilkin- 
son, ii. 166). This work may be that of the ' cun- 
ning workman,' and of those who ' devise cunning 
works' (Ex 35**) [see, on these expressions, EMBROID- 
ERY (3)], and certainly it is the clothing ' inwrought 
with gold' (P8 45 13 Rv). The high priest's garments 
seem to have been of this character, woven in one 
piece (Jos. Ant. III. vii. 4), as we know Christ's 
coat (x»rtii>) was (Jn 19 23 ). H. Porter, I 



WEDDING.— See Marriage. 

WEEDS, as tr. of *pa suph, Jon 2 s (■>, refers to sea 
weeds. The Red Sea was called ycro:, because of 
the numbers of them in its waters (see SUPH). 
The weeds (x4p™*) of Sir 40 18 mean the same as our 
indefinite English term weeds. 

WEEK — See Time. 

WEEK8 (FEAST OP).— See PENTECOST. 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. — 

L Introductory. The Sources, monumental and literary. 
The Hebrew Weight-System. 

ii. (a) The Babylonian or 252-grain unit, 
ill. (6) The new Svrian or 320-grain unit, 
lv. (c) The Phoenician or 224-grain unit. 

v. (d) The syncretic weight-system of the Mishna. 

Measures of Lbnotu and Surface. 
▼f. The approximate value of the Hebrew cubit. 

vii. Its subdivisions and multiples. 

viii. Surface measure. 

Measures or Capacity. 
Ix. Scale of wet and dry measures. The value of the 

ephah-bath. 
x. The measures of Scripture. 
Literature. 

i. Introductory. The Sources, monumental and 
literary. — The system of weights and measures 
adopted by a particular nation of antiquity is 
not merely a subject of interest to the metro- 
logist, but is of importance to every student 
of the history and development of the human 
race. In its metrology we have a clue, frequently 
older than anything to be found in its literature, 
to the forces at work in shaping the social and 
economic development of this particular nation, 
and to the influence, it may be, which it was 
able to exercise in its turn. The early economic 
history of a nation or country, in particular, is 
a subject of which in many cases the student of 
metrology holds the key. This is to some extent 
true even of the economic history of the Hebrews, 
notwithstanding the comparative antiquity of their 
literature, and the almost entire absence of monu- 
mental evidence in the shape of actual weights and 
measures. 

An outline of our still imperfect knowledge of 
Hebrew weights and measures may be expected to 
include the following topics:— (1) A presentation 
of the various systems — weight, measures of length, 
and measures of capacity — and of the mutual rela- 
tion of the various denominations within each sys- 
tem ; (2) an attempt to determine the absolute 
value or values of each individual weight and 
measure in terms of the British imperial system ; 
and (3) the relation of the Hebrew system in its 
various divisions to the older metrological systems 
of antiquity. Reference will be made only inci- 
dentally to the question of the origin of weights 
and measures in general, and to the inter-relation 
of the various systems,— of the weight standards 
to those of length, and of both to the standards of 
volume, — subjects of equal interest and complexity, 
which belong rather to a scientific treatise on 
metrology. It must suffice at this stage to record 
the fact that most Continental metrologists are 
now agreed as regards the most elaborate of the 
ancient systems, and, it would appear, the source 
of all or almost all existing systems, namely the 
Babylonian, that it was constructed with rigid 
scientific accuracy upon the basis, astronomically 
ascertained, of the unit of length. A cubic vessel, 
a fraction of this unit in the side, furnished the unit 
of volume ; the weight of water contained in this 
unit was the unit of weight (see below, §§ vi. ix.). 

The sources from which are derived the materials 
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for snch an outline as has jnst been sketched are 
of two kinds — monumental and literary. The 
former, unfortunately of the most meagre amount, 
consist of actual measures and weights, including 
coins, that have come down to us from the various 
periods of the national life of the Hebrews. The 
literary sources are, first of all, the books of the 
Bible, to which the works of Josephns, despite 
numerous inaccuracies, form an invaluable addition, 
owing to the frequent valuation of Jewish measures 
in terms of the contemporary Gneco-Ronian system. 
The treatises of the Mishna also contain valuable 
material for the first two centuries of our era. 
Finally, we have the late Greek writers on metro- 
logy, one or two fragments, in particular, showing 
accurate knowledge of the later Jewish system 
(see Hultsch's Metrologicorum Scriptorum Reliquiae, 
1864). Under both heads, monumental and literary, 
may be classed the metrological data furnished by 
the two great centres of early civilization, Baby- 
lonia and Egypt, on the one hand, and on the other 
by the better-known systems of Greece and Home. 

At every period or their history the Hebrews 
were alive to the necessity of an accurate system 
of weights and measures, and of an honest handling 
of the same. The earliest literary prophets are 
already found inveighing against the too pliant 
conscience of their contemporaries who made the 
ephah small and the shekel great (Am 8 s ) ; in other 
words, gave short measure in selling the necessaries 
of life, while weighing the price to be paid against 
a weight t hat was unduly heavy. Amos' successors, 
Hosea (12 7 ) and Micah (6 ,0f *), were also led to de- 
nounce the ' balance of deceit* with its 1 bag of deceit- 
ful weights,' and the ' scant ephah which is abomin- 
able.' Centuries later there is a sad monotony in 
the complaints of the religious teachers regarding 
the prevalent tampering with the 'just' weights 
and measures ( Pr ll 1 16" 20 10 ). The first legislative 
action in the interests of economic righteousness 
in our extant records is found in the Deuteronomic 
legislation (Dt 25'*" 1 *). Here the practice of em- 
ploying a double set of weights and measures- 
one above the normal for buying with, and an- 
other below it for selling with— is condemned, and 
* whole and just,' i.e. accurately adjusted, weights 
and measures expressly enforced under promise of 
the Divine blessing. A similar demand for 4 a just 
balance, just weights, a just ephah, and a just 
hin,' is emphasized in the Law of Holiness (Lv 
19 s81 *) and in an important passage of Ezekiel's 
ideal constitution, to which attention will after- 
wards be called (Ezk 45*'"). The latest legislation 
even went so far as to order the periodical clean- 
ing of the weights, scales, and measures, lest their 
true value and capacity should be impaired by 
the adhesion of foreign substances (Baoa bathra, 
v. 10 f.). 

The Hebrew Weight - System. —ii. (a) The 
Babylonian or 252-grain unit. — Just as the natural 
proportions of the human body furnished the 
earliest measures of length (see "below, § vi.), so 
man in all probability ' made his earliest essays 
in weighing by means of the seeds of plants, 
which nature hod placed ready to his hand as 
counters and weights' (Ridgeway, Origin of 
Metallic Currency and Weight Standards, 387). 
By the beginning of the third millennium B.C., 
however, both the Babylonians and the Egyptians 
had left this primitive system far behind them. 
The former, in particular, as early as B.C. 3000, 
and probably long before, had elaborated a metro- 
logical system which, in its scientific basis and 
inter-relation of standards, bears a striking resem- 
blance to the metric system of the Continent (see 
art. Babylonia, vol. i. p. 218 f.). The importance 
of the Babylonian system for our present study 
is due to the fact, first clearly revealed in the 



Tel el-Amarna correspondence, that the early 
civilization of Canaan was, in all essentials, of 
Babylonian origin. The grounds on which the 
older raetrologists, such as Boeckh and Brandis, 
had long before inferred that the Babylonian 
weight-system had penetrated to Syria and Pales- 
tine, and the conclusive proof of the accuracy of 
this inference aiforded by the Amarna tablets, 
have been given in the opening section of the 
article Money (vol. iii. p. 418), and need not be re- 
peated here. It is essential, therefore, to under- 
stand the principle upon which this system was 
constructed. This was the now familiar sexa- 
gesimal principle, characteristic of the Babylonian 
scheme of numeration, the number 60 holding in 
this scheme the place of 10 in our decimal system. 
Thus 1 1 1 is not, as with us, 10* + 10 + 1 , but 60* + 60 + 
1, or 3661. Our division of the hour into 60 minutes, 
each of 60 seconds, it need hardly be said, is a direct 
legacy from the banks of the Euphrates. The unit 
of weight in the developed system was the mina 
(written ideograph ically MA.NA, and therefore 
presumably of Sumerian origin, though possibly 
Semitic), the Heb. riff maneh (so AV Ezk 45", 
elsewhere ' pound ') and the Gr. /wa. The next 
higher denomination, its sixty-fold, was the talent 
(Heb. tyj, apparently the gaggaru of the Amarna 
letters, in Greek rdXarrov), while below the mina 
was its ftth, the shekel (shiklu, Heb. V^, from 
shakalu, 'to weigh,' hence rendered in Greek by 
<rrart)p from Itmjui in the same sense, and trans- 
literated by fflyXot). The scale may be graphically 
represented thus— 

1 talent =60 rainas=3600 shekels. 
1 mina =60 ,, 
In the early temple-accounts, dating from B.C. 
2000, recently recovered from Telloh in Southern 
Babylonia, there occurs a subdivision of the shekel 
into 180 shi or grains of wheat, which was after- 
wards discarded. This subdivision into 60 x 3 parts 
is of course an adaptation to the sexagesimal 
system ; but it is worth noting that the prehistorical 
or natural Babylonian shekel, as it may be called, 
cannot have been far off the weight of 180 wheat- 
grains. If the weight of a grain of wheat be taken 
at the usual estimate of -70- 72 of a grain Troy 
(originally a grain of barley, according to Ridge- 
way, op. cit. 180 ff.), 180 such grains come to 126- 
130 Troy grains, which is precisely the weight of 
the shekel as given by the existing stone weights 
(see below). As there can be little doubt that the 
use of the balance was first employed for the 
precious metals, the shekel, as its name denotes, 
was almost certainly the earliest unit of weight, 
as it continued to be, to the exclusion of the mma, 
in the earlier Hebrew literature (cf. MONEY, vol. 
iii. p. 420 b for illustrations). 

When we pass to the determination of the 
value of the snekel and the higher denominations 
in the Babylonian system, we find that this branch 
of metrology has been almost revolutionized by 
the discovery in recent years of a few very ancient 
inscribed stone weights from the earliest centres of 
civilization in Southern Babylonia. The evidence 
of these weights may best be represented in tabular 
form. For full description (with illustrations) refer- 
ence must be made to the numerous essays of the 
discoverer, Dr. C. F. Lehmann (see Literature at end 
of article), esp. to Das altbabylonische Mass- u:td 
Getcichtssystem, etc., Leiden, 1893. 

Here we have unexpected evidence that the 
double standard, familiar enough in the weights of 
the Assyrian period, in which each denomination 
(mina, shekel, etc.) of the one set weighed was 
ttcice the weight of the same denomination of the 
other set, was in existence at a very early period, 
for the weights in quetstion date from B.C. 3000- 
2500. Weights of the former class are said to be 
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on the heavy standard, those of the latter on the 
light standard. Weight B, it will be found, repre- 



Description of Weight 



Oval stone, about 4 in. long, 
with inscription in Burn- 
er ian, ' } mina, true weight,' 
etc 

Similar to A in form and ma- 
terial. Inscription uncer- 
tain. Clearly { of the fore- 
going, or It niina . 

Longish barrel-shaped stone 
of same hard greenstone as 
A and B. 'f mina, true 
weight; palace of Nabusu- 
raesir, priest of Marduk ' 

Cone-shaped stone, with long 
inscription in Babylonian. 
' 1 mina, true weight— copy 
of weight or standard of 
Dungi ... by Nebuchad- 
nezzar . . . king of Babylon' 
[about 18 grains lost by 
fracture of the stone, 
originally 16,105 grains 
=979 6 grammes] . 



Actual 
weight in 
grammes. 



244 8 



8187 



184-8 



878 -3 



Weight of 
resultant 
mina in 
grammes. 



489 



491-22 



492-9 



979-5 



sente the average mina of the light standard, viz. 
491*2 grammes = 7580 grains. The corresponding 
mina of the heavy standard is therefore 982-4 
grammes = 15,160 grains. The following table 
gives the values of the complete scale : — 

Values of the earliest Babylonian Weights, 

Heavy. Light. 
Shekel . . 252j| grains 126J grains* 
Mina =60 shekels 15,160 „ 7580 „ 

circa 2 J lb. avoir. dr. 1^ lb. avoir. 
Talent =60 minas=3600 shekels, 

drca 130 lb. avoir. „ 65 „ „ 
These new values are considerably less in the 
higher denominations than those previously 
adopted in metrological studies, which were based 
on the evidence of numerous lion and duck weights 
of a much later period from the ruins of Babylon 
and Nineveh, yielding minas of 15,600 (heavy) and 
7800 grains (light standard), and shekels of 260 and 
130 grains respectively. From the fact that several 
of the bronze lion weights bear inscriptions con- 
taining, inter alia, the pnrase 1 1 mina, § mina, etc., 
of the king,' it has become customary to describe 
these as belonging to the royal standard, to dis- 
tinguish them from the earlier or common standard. 
In addition to these two standards, Dr. Lehmann 
has brought forward evidence, to which we pro- 
pose to add presently, to show that the common 
standard at some early period received an increase 
of 5 per cent., yielding minas of drca 16,000 and 
8000 grains respectively. Whether or not this in- 
crease was intended to be confined to payments 
made to the royal treasury cannot be ascertained, 
but there is monumental evidence that Darius 
Hystaspis added just this percentage to the weights 
of his time (see the inscribed weignt published by 
Budge, PSBA (1888), pp. 464-466; Lehmann, Ver- 
handlungen d. berliner Gesell. f. Anthropologic, 
etc. 1889, p. 273). 

Returning now to the original mina of 15,160 
(7580) grains, and shekel of 252 (126) grains, we find 
from a comparative study of the weight-systems 
of antiquity that the advancing tide of Baby Ionian 
civilization carried them to the shores of the 
Mediterranean, from whence they passed, in a 
bewildering # variety of forms, to almost every 
civilized country. Thus, when tho first Ptolemy 

* This is only 3 grains heavier than the English sovereign, 
123-274 grains. 



reorganized the metric system of his new kingdom, 
he introduced the light mina of 7580 grains as 
the standard trade weight of Egypt. This mina, 
again, is exactly 1} times the Koman pound, or 
libra, of 5053 grains, which is one-third of the cor- 
responding heavy mina. The available evidence, 
further, goes to show that the shekel of 252 grains 
was the unit for the weighing of gold adopted 
by the Hebrews, as it was the gold as well as 
the trade unit of Babylonia— as has been assumed 
in the article MONEY (see table, vol. iii.'p. 419 b ), 
although, in the light of recent discoveries, to be 
related in the sequel, and of the preference of the 
priestly legislation of the Pentateuch for the 
Phoenician or silver standard of the same table, 
the assumption of that article requires to be some- 
what qualified. Still, when we compare the state- 
ment of the Hebrew historian as to the Amount 
of Hezekiah'a indemnity imposed by Sennacherib, 
so far as the amount of gold is concerned, viz. 30 
talents (2 K 18 14 ), with the latter's official account 
(see Schrader, KIB ii. p. 95), where precisely the 
same amount is recorded, we are bound to infer 
the identity of the Hebrew and Babylonian talent 
of gold. Then there is the statement of Josephus 
with reference to the weight (300 minas) of the 
beam of solid gold taken by Crassus from the 
temple treasury : 4) Si fwa rap' li/un lax^* 1 M t p<*» 
S6o ijfiurv {Ant. XIV. vii. 1 [Niese, § 106]). This 

S" ve» a weight of 2 J Koman libras, or 12,630 grains, 
r the mina of 50 shekels, and 2528 grains for the 
shekel, or alternatively 126J grains for the mina 
of 100 shekels (for this division see below). In 
either case, the result is the familiar shekel of the 
early Babylonian system. This yields a Hebrew 
gold monetary talent of 60 minas or 758,000 grains 
(c. 108 lb. avoir.). But another statement of 
Josephus shows that at least an article made of 

fold might have its weight stated in other terms ; 
or he gives the weight of the golden candlestick, 
which was a talent according to Ex 25 w , as 100 
minas (fu>i% iKarbv), adding: 'Eppdioi pir #coXoC«ri 
iclyx&pct [i.e. Tfp], e/t Si -rij* 'EXAqrurip' nfTaf3aW6(itvoi> 
yXurrap aitnoivei. TdXwTo? (Ant. III. vi. 7 [§ 144]). 
The mina of this passage is clearly distinct from 
the mina of the passage just cited, viz. yj v of 
758,000 grains, or 7580, which is the light Baby- 
lonian trade mina of 60 shekels of 126J grains, as 
shown in the table, § ii. above. This explana- 
tion, suggested for the first time, has the merit of 
preserving the consistency of Josephus as regards 
the weignt of the Hebrew gold talent. On the 
other hand, inasmuch as the weights of gold and 
silver in the Priests' Code are expressly stated to 
have been on the standard of the so-called * shekel 
of the sanctuary' (see next §, and Money, vol. iii. p. 
422), or Phoenician shekel of 224£ grains, 3000 of 
which yield a talent of 673,500 grains, the explana- 
tion of the passage adopted in the previous article 
{I.e.), that the 100 minas are Attic minas of 6735 
grains, is perhaps to be preferred, even at the 
expense of the Jewish historian's consistency, and 
despite the fact that the Roman- Attic mina in his 
day weighed considerably less (see § v. below). 
These considerations, at least, show the difficulty 
of arriving at definite results in the absence of 
monumental data. 

The persistence, side by side, of the two stand- 
ards, the heavy and the light, explains how the 
heavy mina might by one writer be taken as con- 
taining 50 heavy shekels, by another as containing 
100 light shekels. Thus it is that the weight ol 
Solomon's smaller shields is given in IK 10 17 as 
three (heavy) minas,* but in the parallel passage 

• The mina (njp) is here first met with in OT. Elsewhere 
only Ezr2*°, Neh 771 (in all three passages rendered 'pound' 
in EV), Eck 46" where it is transliterated ' maueh,' and Dn 

5Z5-27. 
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(2 Ch 9 W ) as 300 (light) shekels, assuming, that is, 
that the text of both passages is intact. If the ex- 
planation given elsewhere (Money, vol. iii. p. 421 b ) 
of the new denomination, darkemon, found only 
in the historical work, Chronicles - Ezra - Nehe- 
miah, is correct, that we have here a Hebraized 
form of the Greek 3paxA"). we have further con- 
firmation of the prevalence in the Persian and 
early Greek periods of the light, jn preference to 
the heavy, shekel. The weight of 1000 drachms 
(AV 'drams,' RV 'darics,' Lzr 8 17 ), for example, 
is undoubtedly 1000 of the light Perso-Babylonian 
shekel on the royal standard, viz. 130 grains (see 
above), the theoretical value of the Persian daric. 

The same weight is most probably intended by 
the unique expression employed to indicate the 
weight of Absalom's hair, viz. '200 shekels after 
the king's weight ' (ijfon fflfc* 2 S 14 s8 ). The con- 
text of this verse is now regarded as a post-exilic 
addition to the original narrative (Budde, Thenius- 
Lohr, H. P. Smith) ; and, since the phrase is paral- 
lel to the legends on the lion weights of Nineveh, 
we may safely understand the shekel in question 
to be the light Persian unit of 130 grains, giving a 
total weight of 26,000 grains, or 3f lb. avoirdupois. 

If the legend of Bel and the Dragon, as is 
possible, had its home in Egypt, the ' 30 minas of 
pitch' in this curious story (v. 87 LXX) are the 
Ptolemaic trade minas, which we have seen to be 
identical with the light mina of the earliest Baby- 
lonian weights ; and thus we return at the close 
of this section to the point from which we set out. 

iii. (b) The new Syrian or S20-grain unit. — Refer- 
ence lias already been made to the interesting 
fact that the tribute of the vassal-states of Syria 
and Palestine in the reign of Thot limes ill. (c. 1 500 
B.C.) when expressed in terms of the Egyptian 
weight-system, based on the ket with its decimal 
multiple, the deben or uten, runs to irregular 
numbers and even fractions of the ket, whereas 
its original weight must have been hundreds and 
thousands of shekels. Various attempts have been 
made recently (see Brugsch, Z.f. Aegypt. Sprachc, 
1889, 22 ff., 87 ff., Z.f Ethnologie, 1889, 36 ft".; 
Lehraann, Verhandl. d. berl. Ges.f. Anthropologic, 
1889, 272 f. ; Hultsch, Gcwichte d. Altertums, 25 f., 
119 f.) to determine the value of the shekel or 
shekels by which this tribute was weighed. These 
attempts, however, can yield but doubtful results, 
owing, for one thing, to the considerable range in 
the value of the ket, as shown by actual weights. 
Thus, to take a simple illustration, in Thothmes' 
34th year ' the tribute of the provinces of the land 
of Retennu [Syria] ' was in ' gold 55 deben 8 ket ' 
(Petrie, Hist, of Egypt, ii. 118). Now, if we take 
the ket as rixea by Lepsius, Hultsch, and others at 
140 grains, it will be found that 558 ket represent 
620 shekels of 126 grains, or 600 shekels of 130 2 
grains, on the 'royal' or later daric standard, 
without a remainder in either case. On the other 
hand, we have only to take 143*35 grains as a mean 
value of actual ket weights to get 558 ket = 80,000 
grains, or 10 light minas of the common norm, raised 
5 per cent, as explained above. We have been led 
to this result by fresh evidence, unknown to the 
writers just cited, to which we now turn. In the 



ANCIENT HEBREW WEIGHT (a) FROM SAMARIA* 

spring of 1890 Dr. Chaplin purchased at Nablus a 
small shuttle-shaped stone weight, here reproduced, 

• Literally, ' after (the standard of) the king's ttone.' That 
the Hehrcw, like the early Babylonian, weight* were of stone, is 
shown by the fact that ]JK is elsewhere frequently used in OT 
in the sense of ' a weight ' ; cf. Lv 19», Dt 25", Pr 16'1 etc. 



on either side of which were engraved a number oJ 
early Heb. characters. The correct decipherment 
and interpretation of these gave rise to a somewhat 
heated controversy in various periodicals, in which 
Professors Robertson Smith, Sayce, Driver, and 
others took part (see PEFSt, 1890, 267 ; 1891, 69 ; 
1893, 22 ; 1894, 220, 284 ff. ; 1895, 187 If. ). With the 
help of other inscribed weights still more recently 
discovered by Dr. Bliss in Southern Palestine, one 
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of the two doubtful words on the Chaplin weight 
is now made out with tolerable certainty to 
be to, a Heb. word from the same root as the 
Arabic nv*f, meai " n g 'half,' first suggested by 
Professor Euting in 1890 (in Konig's Einleit. in 
d. AT, 425). The second doubtful word (iv), on 
which the controversy mainly turned, is apparently 
an abbreviation of the familiar Spy (Conder, PEFSt, 
1891, 69 ; Clermont-Ganneau, ib. 1899, 208, and, 
more decidedly, Recueil darchtol. orientate, iv. 
(1900) 24 ft'., where a full discussion of these early 
weights will be found), the limited space available 

Serhaps causing the omission of the p. The evi- 
ence of the Chaplin and other weights, five in aU, 
may bast be presented in tabular form thus— 

Early inscribed Hebrew Weights. 



Description ot Weight 



Small shuttle-shaped weight 
of haematite from Samaria, 
with inscriptions »)« jm 

Hp]** y="> U nezeph-k 
shekel]. Illustr. PEFSt, 
1890, 267 ; 1894, 287. 

A perforated 'bead' of red- 
dish-yellow stone from Ana- 
thotli inscribed ^3. Actual 
weight 134 grains; before 
perforation approximately 
15(1 grains (ib. 1893, 321., 
257; illust. Clermont-Gan- 
neau, op. ext. 26). 

Small dome-shaped weight of 
reddish atone from Tell 
Zakariya, inscribed 
(Bliss, PEFSt, 1899, 107 f.; 
illust. ib. plate 7). 
Two similar weights ; one of 
white limestone, the other 
of 'light reddish' stone, 
with the same legend as B 
and C. Same provenance 
as C (Bliss, to. 183, with 
illust.). 



Actual 
weight 
in grains. 



39-2 



156 



1576 



146-7 
139 



Weight of 
resultant 
heaTj- 
ahekel 
ingrains. 



/ 313-6 
\156-8 



312 



815 



293 
27S 



The last two, of soft limestone, are evidently 
much worn, and may be neglected in favour of the 
better preserved specimens in our determination of 
the unit here disclosed. Starting from the more 
extended inscription of the Chaplin weight, the 
characters of which point to an 8th cent, date, w« 
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note, first of all, the influence of the Babylonian 
double standard. This alone explains how this 
tiny weight can be at once the fourth of a whole 
shekel and the same fraction of a half- shekel, 
assuming that this is the true sense of nezeph 
(see Clermont- Ganneau, op. cit. 30 f.). Further, 
although of hard haematite, the condition of the 
inscription shows that it has lost a trifle of its 
original value, which must have been not less than 
40 grains. As it represents a quarter (cf. the 
mi or quarter-shekel of Saul's servant, 1 S 9 s ), 
this gives 160 grains for the light shekel, the half 
or nezeph of the corresponding heavy shekel of 
320 grains— a result entirely in harmony with the 
original values of weights B and C. The great 
importance of these new discoveries lies in the 
fact that we have here a shekel hitherto unknown 
in Palestine. Indeed it appears to have been un- 
known to metrologists until discovered in numer- 
ous examples by Flinders Petrie in Naukratis and 
neighbourhood (Petrie, Naukratis, pt. i. 78, 86 f . ; 
Tanis, pt. ii. 84, 91 f. ; cf. his art. ' Weights and 
Measures' in Encyc. Brit. 9 xxiv. 487 f.). The 
standard of these weights is named the 1 80-grain 
standard' by Petrie, who regards it as derived 
from ' the Assyrian 5 or 10 shekel weight, binarily 
divided and used as an independent unit,' since 
128 grains x lO-r-4 gives 320 grains. While differing 
with reluctance from so distinguished a metrolo- 
cist, the writer still adheres to the conclusion he 
had come to before having an opportunity of con- 
sulting the Naukratis and Tanis volumes, viz. that 
the new Palestinian weights are derived directly 
from the Babylonian mina of 16,000-8000 grains, 
the origin of which has already been fully ex- 
plained. The shekels of these minas, of course, 
yield 266-133 grains, on the sexagesimal system ; 
but in the West this system never supplanted 
what must be regarded as the earlier decimal 
system. Hitherto it has been usual, it is true, to 
assume that the Hebrews in early times adopted 
the sexagesimal system in its entirety — the talent 
containing 60 minas of 60 shekels each (so even by 
our most recent authority on Hebrew archaeology, 
Nowack, Heb. Arch. i. 208) ; but proof of this 
view is entirely wanting. For the attempt to 
obtain it from the corrupt MT and the EV render- 
ing of Ezk 45" 1 twenty shekels, five and twenty 
shekels, fifteen shekels [ = 60 shekels] shall be your 
maneh,' is grammatically and otherwise inadmis- 
sible. The only possible remedy for this passage 
is, with all recent critics, to accept the reading 
of the codex A of the LXX, and render: 'five 
(shekels) shall be five, and ten shekels ten, and 
fifty shekels shall be your mina'; i.e. the weights 
in everyday use, like the measures referred to in 
the verses preceding and following, shall be neither 
more nor less than the standard value. 

In the West, then, we hold that from the first 
a compromise was effected between the decimal 
and sexagesimal systems, and that, while the less 
frequently used talent of 60 minas was retained, 
the ' raised ' minas of 16,000 and 8000 grains were 
divided by 50 to yield shekels of 320 and 160 grains. 
The fact to which Petrie calls attention (Nau- 
kratis, i. 85 f.), that the Egyptian weights of this 
standard are of large size, averaging 2000 grains, 
— Pe trie's weights, Nos. 483, 486, 1282, 1286, 
the largest found, are all c. 8000 grains,— seems to 
tell in favour of the derivation here proposed 
and against the derivation from a smaller unit. 
Petrie, however, is of the opinion, to which we 
were led independently after repeated attempts to 
find the shekel of the Syrian tribute lists, that the 
shekel in question is to be found in this new 80- 
grain unit, which he therefore proposes ' to call in 
future the Hittite standard' {Tanis, ii. 92). On 
the whole, however, a safer nomenclature would be 



the Syrian standard ; and certainly the unit must be 
raised, in deference to the unequivocal testimony 
of the Chaplin weight, to 160 or 820 grains. The 
result, then, of the recent discoveries is to show 
that from the 16th to the 6th cent. B.C. a light 
shekel was in use in Syria and Egypt of the value 
of 160 grains, which was at the same time the half 
of a corresponding heavy shekel of 320 grains, 
each being ^ of minas of 8000 grains (If lb. avoir. ) 
and 1 6,000 grains (2? lb.) respectively. Further, this 
mina of the 320-grain or Syrian standard continued 
in use in Syria down to the Christian era : witness 
the inscribed weights from Antioch and neigh- 
bourhood, described by Brandis {Das Miinz-, Maas- 
und Gewichtssystem Vordcrasiens, 15611'.), one of 
which bears the interesting legend BA2IAE02 
ANTIOXOT 0EOT EIII4AN0T MNA, and weighs 
7960 grains. The small ness of the Palestine 
weights points, like the tribute lists, to the use 
of this unit for weighing the precious metals ; 
while the large size of the Naukratis weights shows 
that in Egypt it was rather used ' for domestic and 
common purposes' (Petrie). So far, then, as our 
present evidence goes, we may conclude that this 
ancient unit was in use for all transactions along- 
side of the Phoenician unit, next to be discussed, 
until displaced by the latter after the Exile, 
largely, no doubt, owing to the influence of 
Ezekiel and the Priests' Code, both these authori- 
ties contemplating the latter as the only official 
unit. It is worth noting, finally, as a notable 
example of the trustworthiness of tradition, that 
Maimonides in his O'Vpp roa^n, a commentary on 
the Mishna treatise Shekalim, records that the 
early Heb. shekel weighed 320 grains of barley 
(i.e. Troy grains), and was supplanted in the time 
of the second temple by the sela' (p^p), the Heb. 
equivalent of the tetradrachm or heavy Phccn. 
shekel (see Surenhusius' summary in his preface to 
the treatise in question, Mishna, ii. 177). 

iv. (c) The Phoenician or 224-grain unit. — Pre- 
vious to the discovery of the weights described in 
the foregoing section, the only Heb. unit monu- 
mentally attested was the shekel of the coins of the 
revolts, generally but wrongly known as the Mac- 
caboean shekel. The usual explanation of the 
origin of this widely-spread unit (the theoretical 
value of which may be put at 224J grains, with effec- 
tive weight averaging 218-220 grains) as a silver 
unit from the Babylonian gold shekel of 252 grains, 
on the ratio of gold to suver as 13 ^ : 1, has been 
given under Money (in. 419*). Hultsch, on the 
other hand (Geunchte d. Altertums, 7, et passim), 
finds its origin in Egypt, the shekel of 224 grains 
being of a mina of 60 shekels, each of the value 
$ ket (140 grains xjx 60-7-50=224). It is possible, 
however, that the Phoenician 224-grain shekel is 
to be derived from the Syrian 160-grain shekel 
described in the previous section. We have only 
to assume that in the West gold stood to silver 
in the more convenient ratio of 14 : 1 ; the gold 
shekel of 160 grains would then be worth ten 
silver shekels of 224 grains each, since 160 x 14 
= 224x10. This is at least preferable to Ridge- 
way's theory based on an assumed ratio between 
the metals of 17 : 1 (Origin of Currency, 287). 

In any case we have to deal with an exceed- 
ingly ancient unit, for an Egyptian weight in- 
scribed with the name of Ampi, a priest of the 
10th dynasty (c. 2300 B.C.), and marked as 10 units, 
weighs 2188 grains (Griffith, PSBA xiv. 445), 

J'ielding a unit of 218"8 grains, which can scarcely 
»e other than the Phoen. shekel of 218-224 grains. 
Its prevalence in Palestine from the earliest histori- 
cal period need not be doubted, as it may be con- 
fidently assumed to have been the silver, if not, 
also, the trade shekel of the Phoenician traders in 
Canaan, whose name Canaanite ('«y?) came latterly 
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to signify 1 merchant' in general (Zee 1 l 7 - 11 [LXX], 
Pr 31 M etc.)- It must therefore have existed side 
by side with the 320 (160)-grain shekel above de- 
scribed. Like the other units of Western Asia, the 
Phoen. unit had its heavy and light shekels of 2244 
and 1 12£ grains respectively. F if ty of the former 
or 100 of the latter went to the "heavy mina of 
11,225 grains, (e. If lb. avoir. ), and 60 minas, as else- 
where, to the talent (see table, vol. iii. p. 419 b ). It 
is manifestly the shekel intended by Ezekiel (45™), 
who lirst mentions the subdivision into 20 gerahs 
—a term apparently adopted from the Babylonian, 
giru being the name or a small silver coin (?) of 
Nebuchadnezzar's time, and identilied by the 
Alexandrian translators with the Greek 6/3o\6i 
(see, further, MONEY, vol. iii. p. 422). The Priests' 
Code likewise seems to contemplate its adoption 
for every transaction with the balance, certainly 
for silver and gold (Ex 38 ,4ff -)> spices (SO*"-), and 
copper (cf. 38 s with Lv 27 M ). This is continued 
by the evidence of the Minima to the weights of 
the first two centuries of our era (see next §). 
That the heavy shekel of 220-224 grains, and no 
other, can be the 'shekel of the sanctuary,' or 
' sacred shekel,' we have endeavoured to prove else- 
where (I.e. ). The « 20 shekels of bread ' of Ezk 4 10 
are doubtless of this standard, probably also the 
talents of iron of 1 Ch 29 7 ; while for the brass and 
iron of Goliath's armour (1 S 17 8 - 7 ) we have the 
choice of the Phcen. and of the new Syrian shekel. 

v. (d) The syncretic weight-system of the Mishna. 
— It has been sufficiently explained elsewhere 
(Money, iii. 426 ff.) how, after the Roman con- 
quest of the East, the drachm of the Greek 
monetary system became interchangeable with 
the Roman denarius, reduced in weight, first 
to 60, and then by Nero to 52£ grains, when it 
differed but little from the quarter-shekel of 54$ 
grains, effective weight. Now, since the denarius 
was a fixed fractional part of the Roman pound, 
being A of the libra and therefore \ of the uncia, 
the denarius-drachm was found to be not only 
useful as money, but exceedingly convenient as a 
weight. Thus it came to form the unit of the 
latest Jewish weight-system as reflected in the 
Mishna. Its divisions and multiples are a tribute 
to the adaptive genius of the Jewish people, com- 
bining, as they do, elements from the systems of 
Phoenicia, Greece, and Rome, which all had their 
meeting-ground in the Palestine of the first century. 
The denarius-drachm itself was named the zuz 
(m), and retained the division into six obols (•">#?). 
Two denarii made a (light) shekel, four a tetra- 
drachm (v"?9), the ancient Heb. (heavy) shekel, of 
which 25, or 100 z6z, went to the mina. For the 
last the old Heb. term njo was retained, e.g. a 
mina of flesh (Sanhed. viii. 2), of figs (Peak vii'i. 5), 
of wool (Khullin xi. 2). In the two passages last 
cited, and elsewhere, we meet with the pc~ras (d-ij) 
or half -mina. This term most scholars now agree 
in finding — as first suggested by M. Clermont- 
Ganneau— in the Peres and U-Pharsin of Dn 
528. 3S f t-he mysterious writing on the wall signify- 
ing, notasinRVm 'numbered, numbered, weighed, 
and divisions,' but ' a mina, a mina, a shekel, and 
half-minas.' The system above sketched may be 
presented thus, omitting the lowest denomination — 

Tub Latest Jewish Weight-System. 

HI Denarius-drachm 1 62J gn. 

bp? Shekel* 2 1 105 „ 

y'pp Tetradrachni 4 2 1 210 „ 

nj? Mina 100 60 25 1 52501 M 

Talent 6000 3000 1500 60 1 315,0002 „ 

Notes. — 1 i.e. 12 oz. avoir. 2 i.e. 45 lb. 

* The old term ' shekel ' was henceforth confined to the true 
hall-shekel, formerly 112 grains ; cf. the name of the treatise 



The importance of this late Jewish system for 
our previous investigations lies in the fact that it 
supplies the evidence, for which one looks in vain 
in the older Heb. literature, that the Phcen. weight- 
system has the best claim to be regarded as that 
on which Jewish trade was conducted not only in 
the first two centuries of our era, but for several 
centuries before. It was natural that the mina of 
this system should be identified with the libra or 
pound of the Roman weight-system. The latter 
occurs in the NT only in Jn 12» 19» (EV 'pound,' 
\lrpa, whence the KT? v of the Mishna, also occasion- 
ally 'p^mo'k fu?). The talent (Rev 16", cf. Josephus, 
BJ X. vi. 3 [§ 2701 raXaireuoi Wrpai) of 315.00U 
grains when doubled, i.e. when taken not as 3000 
light but as 3000 heavy shekels or tetradrachms, 
was tariffed on the Roman system as 125 libras, 
as is testified by a weight with the inscription 
PONDO CXXV TALENTVM SICLORVM III (3000 shekels, 
the m for 1000 being omitted), and confirmed by 
Epiphanius. A large stone weight found at Jeru- 
salem in 1891 (PEFSt, 1892, 289 f.), said to weigh 
41,900 grammes (c. 646,000 grains), is evidently a 
heavy talent on this system. 

To sum up the result of the foregoing sections, 
evidence has been adduced for the existence, side 
by side, in the earlier period of Heb. history of 
three distinct units of weight — the Babylonian 252- 
grain unit, the new Syrian 320-grain unit, and, 
the best attested of all, the Phoenician 224-grain 
unit, each with its corresponding light unit of 
126, 160, and 112 grains respectively. The second 
probably did not survive the Exile ; while the last, 
in the end, gained the day over both its com- 
petitors. 

Hebrew Measures of Length.— vL Approxi- 
mate value of the Hebrew cubit. — The most wide- 
spread of all metrical denominations are those 
measures of length which have been derived from 
certain parts of the human body— the fingerbrettdth 
or digit, the handbreadth or palm, the cubit 
{Ki'pTirov, cubitum, the elbow), or the length of the 
forearm from the elbow to the tip of the middle 
finger. The equally convenient ' foot,' however, 
is foreign to the Heb. system. By the Gr. met- 
rologists of the empire the digit was regarded as 
the unit : 6 S&ktv\os *pQr6s hrrv Gxnrep koI tj fioriu 
iri twi» dpiOnwv, so writes Julian of Ascalon (ap. 
Hultsch, Metrol. Script. Reliquias, L_ 200), who 
proceeds to give the usual denominations of the 
system in use in his time in Palestine, disclosing 
the well-nigh universal division of the cubit into 
6 palms, each of 4 digits (for exceptions to this 
division see below). The comparative frequency 
of the references to the cubit in the OT, however, 
warrant us in regarding it as the unit of the Heb. 
system. Before proceeding to the investigation of 
the length of the cubit, it may be noted at this 
stage that the Hebrews in their measurements 
employed both the measuring-rod (nv*n ngf Ezk 40* 
etc., LXX and NT a-dAa/tot, Rev ll 1 21 •«■) and the 
nieasuring-line (."rjtpn ip Jer 31 39 ; also omi 1 K 7", 
Jer 52" [AV wrongly ' fillet ']). The latter was 
probably used for the larger measurements, one 
such being mentioned in the Mishna as of 50 cubits 
in length (Erubin v. 4). 

The evidence of the OT goes to show that the 
Hebrews, before and after the Exile, were familiar 
with two cubits of different lengths. First of all, 
we find the bed or sarcophagus of Og, the king of 
Bash an, measured according to 'the cubit of a 
man ' (&* njxy Dt3", cf. Rev 21") ; in other words, 
according to the then customary, everyday cubit 
(cf. the similar expressions in the original of 2 S 7", 

She&dim, dealing with the payment of the temple tax of half a 
shekel. In Galilee, however, the term y^Q was applied to the 
latter, hence in the Mishna the Galilean fda ia always said 10 
be equal to J the feia' of JudsM. 
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Is 8 1 , Rev 13" etc ). When we consider, in the second 
place, that the early chapters of Deuteronomy are 
almost certainly later than the eighteenth year of 
Josiah, and therefore within the period embraced 
by the lifetime of Ezekiel, we are led to identify 
the ' cubit of a man ' of the passage cited with the 
cubit in everyday use among Ezekiel's contem- 
poraries. This prophet, in a passage of the first 
importance for our investigation, informs us that 
the measurements of the temple of his vision are 
not on the standard of the then generally used 
cubit, but after a cubit longer than the latter by a 
handbreadth (Ezk 40 8 , cf. 43").* Now, since the 
proportions and arrangements of Ezekiel's temple 
are in all essential particulars identical with those 
of the temple of Solomon, the prophet's aim in the 
use of this longer cubit can hardly be other than 
to ensure that his temple shall be a replica of the 
older Solomonic temple. That this, rather than 
the possible alternative that Ezekiel is here intro- 
ducing a new cubit on the Babylonian standard 
(so Haupt in SHOT, 'Ezekiel,' 179 f.), is the 
correct inference from the passage before us, is 
confirmed by the remark of the Chronicler that 
the dimensions of Solomon's temple were deter- 
mined by cubits * after the former measure ' (2 Ch 
3 s ). Ezekiel and the Chronicler, then, are our 
authorities for the conclusion that the cubit in 
ordinary use, both before and after the Exile, was 
shorter by a handbreadth than the cubit employed, 
for building purposes at least, in the reign of 
Solomon. In view, further, of the all but un- 
varying tradition, confirmed by the practice else- 
where, as shown above, that the ordinary cubit 
contained six palms or handbreadths, we are left 
to infer that the Solomonic building cubit was a 
cubit of seven handbreadths. 

When we look for further light on this point to 
the ancient home of all scientific metrology, the 
result is disappointing. As early as b.c. 3000, the 
era of Gudea, the Babylonians had discarded the 
more primitive or natural system of lineal measures 
for a rigidly scientific system, constructed, like the 
rest of their metrology, on a sexagesimal basis. 
On this system fresh light has recently been 
thrown by the recovery of two early scales of 
linear measurement, engraved upon statues of 
Gudea, from Telloh in Southern Babylonia (see 
details by C. F. Lehmann in Verhandl. d. berliner 
Gesell.f Anthropologic, 1889, 288 ff. ; 1896, 453 ff.; 
Das altbabyl. Maas- und Gcicichtssystcm, 52 ft". 
A short summary with illustration is given by 
Haupt in Toy's 'Ezekiel' [SBOT 179 f.]; cf. art. 
Babylonia, vol. i. p. 218 b ). The more perfect of 
the two scales is divided by transverse lines into six- 
teen subdivisions, each a trifle over 8 in. in length, 
fifteen of which are considered to represent a 

Juarter of the double cubit, which, as we know 
rom the tablet of Senkereh (WAI iv." 37), con- 
stituted the unit of the linear system. This 
double cubit, then, contained 60 of the ubdnu or 
finger breadths of Gudea's scale, or about 39J in., 
which gives a single cubit of 30 digits, or 19g in. 
Five digits on this system are supposed to have 
gone to the handbreadth, of which 6 formed the 
cubit. In addition to this cubit there appears to 
have been a so-called royal cubit of 33 digits 
(Herod, i. 178), or 21 g in. In all periods of 
Babylonian history the size of the square bricks 
for building purposes remained constant at 13 
in., which is $ of Gudea's cubit or £ of the royal 
cubit, and is termed by Continental metrologists 
the Babylonian foot.t The primitive Hebrew 

• This longer cubit, however, is not, as our EV would lead one 
to suppose, called by the prophet a ' great cubit ' (see 41» RVmX 
But the original is here confessedly unintelligible. 

t The whole system of Babylonian weights and measures is 
based, according to Lehmann, who has made this subject 
specially his own, on the double cubit (3')J in.) of Gudea's scale, 



measures appear to have remained uninfluenced 
by this more artificial system. 

On the other hand, when we turn to the other 
centre of early civilization in the East, we find in 
Egypt a system presenting an exact correspond- 
ence with what we have so far learned of the 
chief Hebrew measure of length (see esp. F. L. 
Griffith, 'Notes on Egyptian Weights and Mea- 
sures' in PSBA xiv. [1892] p. 403 tt.). Here two 
cubits were in use from the earliest times — the 
' short ' cubit of 6 and the ' royal ' cubit of 7 
handbreadths. Happily, the survival of actual 
cubit-rods and the measurements of the pyramids 
and other ancient monuments have made it pos- 
sible to determine the length of the royal cubit 
with sufficient accuracy for ordinary purposes 
as 20 63 in. (Petrie, Encyc. Brit. 9 xxiv. 483" ; cf. 
Watson, PEFSt, 1897, 203; Griffith, I.e.). The 
short cubit, as f of the other, contained 17 -68 
in., 6 palms of 2*95 in., or 24 digits or finger- 
breadths* of •!& in. We have here, then, the 
same ratio between the cubits, and the same 
subdivisions as we found in the case of the 
Hebrew cubits — facts which render it impossible 
to avoid bringing the two systems, Egyptian and 
Hebrew, into more intimate connexion. It would 
be rash at this stage, however, to propose their 
original identity until we have had some evidence 
as to the probable length of the early Hebrew 
cubit. 

Innumerable attempts have been made in the 
course of the last two centuries to determine the 
absolute length or lengths of the OT cubit. One 
of the most eminent of living metrologists is re- 
duced to finding 'the sole reliable determination 
of the Hebrew measures of length' in a metro- 
logical table which in its present form is scarcely 
older than the 14th cent, of our era ! From this 
document, with doubtful cogency, he argues for 
the identity of the ordinary Heb. cubit with the 
royal Egyp. cubit (Hultsch, Metrol* 437 ft'.). In 
our own country a few of the more noteworthy 
values proposed in recent years are as follows : — 



16 inches. 

17 72 „ 
17 70 „ 
17 75 „ 
22-6 „ 
25-2 „ 



Conder (Handbook of the Bible,\ 
and elsewhere) . . ./ 
Beswick (PEFSt, 1879, 182 ff.) . 
Watson ( „ 1897, 203 ft.) . 
Warren ( „ 1899, 229 ff. ) . 
Petrie ( „ 1892,31) 
Petrie (Encyc. Brit* xxiv. 484) 

To these may be added the estimates adopted 
in Smith's DB, from Thenius, of 19-5 in. J? rom 
these widely-varying results it will be clear to 
every reader that reliable data for the exact evalua- 
tion of the Hebrew cubit do not exist. The following 
is merely a fresh attempt to reach an approximate 
value. 

(a) The evidence of the Siloam inscription. — In 
lines 4 and 5 of this famous inscription may be 
read : ' and the waters flowed from the outlet [of 
the spring] to the Pool [of Siloam] one thousand 
and two hundred cubits.' Now the total distance 
from the spring to the pool, according to Conder's 
careful measurements (PEFSt, 1882, 122), is 1758 
ft., which yields a cubit of 17'58 in. Unfor- 
tunately, the number 1200, like the other speci- 
fication of 100 cubits as the height of the rock 
above the tunnel, is evidently a round number, so 
that the value of the cubit as c. 17*6 in. here 

which he holds to be identical with the length of the seconds 
pendulum in the latitude of the astronomer priests of Baby- 
lonia ! The unit of volume was a cubic vessel, the side of which 
was a handbreadth, or ^, of the double cubit (c. 8-0 in.); the 
weight of water it contained constituted the unit of weight, 
viz. the heavy inina of 15,100 grains (see t ii. above). For a 
thoroughgoing criticism of Lehmnnn's views, and of the earlier 
researches of Oppert in this field, see Johns, Austrian Deedi 
and Documents (1001), ch. iii. ' Metrology,' pp. 184-273. 
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disclosed is only approximate. The measured 
length, 1758 ft., yields 1193 short Egyp. cubits of 
17-68 in. and 1206 of the Gr. cubit of 17* in. 
Both the cubits proposed by Flinders Petrie are 
evidently out of the question (see, further, below). 

(b) The evidence of Josephus. — All attempts to 
solve our problem from a comparison of the measure- 
ments of ;he temple area as given by Josephus 
and in the Mishna treatise Middoth ('measure- 
ments') with those of the Harain of to-day, are 
unsatisfactory, for the double reason that the data 
of the two authorities named are frequently in 
conflict, — and, at the best, have no claim to be 
more than roughly estimated, and, in the case of 
the Mishna, traditional figures, — and that the 
Haram area has undergone many changes since 
the 1st cent, of our era. But there is an argu- 
ment from Josephus which has not hitherto been 
pressed, viz. the argumentum e silentio. It is 
generally admitted (see W. R. Smith, Encyc. Brit. 9 
xxiii. 166) that Josephus makes use of the Roman- 
Attic cubit (rfjxvs) throughout his historical writ- 
ings. Thus the side of the square, within which 
stood the temple of Herod, is given now as a 
stadium, or 600 Gr. ft. (Ant. xv. xi. 3 [§ 400, cf. 
415]), now as 400 cubits (ib. XX. ix. 7 [§ 221]), which 
assumes the ratio (3 : 2) between the cubit and the 
foot adopted by the nations of classical antiquity. 
Now Josephus, as we shall see in a subsequent 
section, frequently gives equations of the Jewish 
measures or capacity with those of his Grteco- 
Roman readers, and less frequently compares the 
respective weights and coins ; but nowhere, ap- 
parently, does he give a single indication of the 
Heb. cubit differing materially from the Roman- 
Attic cubit of the 1st cent. Hence, in giving the 
dimensions of objects described in the UT,— such 
as Solomon's temple, the tabernacle, etc. ,— Josephus 
renders the numbers of the Heb. cubit by the 
same numbers of the Gr. cubit. In one case at 
least he even gives the dimensions of 24, by 1 J cubits 
of the original (Ex 25 10 ) as 5 by 3 spans (fmfapi)), 
the spithami being the half of the Gr. cubit. 
Again, the distance of the Mount of Olives from 
Jerusalem is given by the author of the Acts (1 1J ) 
as 'a Sabbath-day's journey,' which was a very 
familiar measure of 2000 Heb. cubits (see next §). 
But Josephus gives the same distance as five stadia 
(Ant. XX. viii. 6 [169]), which are 3000 Gr. feet or 
2000 Gr. cubits. These data, then, all go to show 
that, in Josephus' day at least, the Jewish and Gr. 
cubits were for practical purposes identical in 
value. ^ Taking the Roman-Attic foot, as finally 
determined by Dbrpfeld's elaborate researches, 
as 296 millimetres = 11*65 in. (art. 'Mensura* in 
Smith's Diet, of Antiq. 3 ; Nissen, Metrologic*), we 
obtain 17*47, say 174 in., as a second approxima- 
tion to the length of the Jewish cubit in the 1st 
cent, of our era. 

(c) The evidence of the Mishna.— Nothing is to 
be gained from the oft-quoted but purely academic 
discussion regarding the two cubit-rods, said to 
have been preserved in chambers over the Shushan 
gate of the temple (Kclim xvii. 9, 10), beyond 
confirmation of the uniform tradition that the 
'cubit of Moses, ' i.e. of the Priests' Code, con- 
tained 6 palms or 24 digits (ib. 10). The true 
explanation of the cubit-rods of 24£ and 25 digits 
respectively may be that we have here a confused 
recollection that the Heb. cubit was originally 
longer by a fraction of an inch than the Roman- 
Attic cubit. Rabbi Judah's cubit of 5 palms ' for 
vessels' (I.e.) may be the gomcd or short cubit of 
Ehud's dagger (see next §). A more definite datura 
for the approximate value of the Mishna cubit is 
found in Baba bathra, vi. 8, where the law pre- 
scribes the following as the dimensions of the 
hukim (O'yn) or locuh in the case of a Jew taking 



a contract for the construction of a rock -cat 
tomb, viz. height 7 palms, width 6 palms, length 4 
cubits. The hut of these dimensions recalls the 
dpyvid (from ipiyu, 'to stretch'), or the 4-cubit 
fathom of the Greeks, it having been early ob- 
served that the 'stretch' of a well-proportioned 
man, from tip to tip of his outstretched arms, was 
equal to his height. Since the Jews were buried 
without coffins, if we knew their average height, 
we should have a fair approach to the length of 
their cubit. They were certainly not a tall people, 
and in modern times, in the most favourable cir- 
cumstances, are said to average 5 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft, 
8 in. (Jacobs quoted by Warren, PEFSt, 1899, 
228 f. )* Allowing a margin for the bier, we cannot 
be far wrong in taking 5 ft. 10 in. as the probable 
length of the loculi contemplated by the later 
Jewish law, which yields a cubit of 174 in. as 
our third approximation. In any case, this pas- 
sage disposes finally of Conder's cubit of 16 in., 
which would reduce the average height of the 
Jews to less than 5 ft. 4 in. ! 

The latest valuation of the cubit by the distin- 
guished metrologist Flinders Petrie (PEFSt, 1892, 
28 If., the tomb-cutters' cubit at Jerusalem) cannot 
be so easily disposed of. The dimensions contem- 
plated in the Mishna are evidently the use-and- 
wont dimensions that would satisfy a contract in 
which no more precise specifications were entered, 
hence they do not preclude the possibility of larger 
dimensions being used on occasion. Now Petrie, 
on the strength of many hundred measurements of 
the dimensions of actual tombs, contends that the 
great majority disclose a cubit of 22'6 in., which he 
maintains [lex:, ext. ) ' should be taken as the standard 
in future.' This is not the place either to expound 
or to criticise the methods employed by Petrie here 
and elsewhere in his metrological works, beyond 
saying that a considerable element of uncertainty 
must always attach to them where the results 
cannot be controlled by literary evidence (cf. Ridge- 
way's criticism of this method of determining the 
value of ancient standards of length by measure- 
ment alone, in Smith, Did. of Antiq. 3 ii. 166), a 
statement of which an illustration may now be 
given. In the case of the tombs in question, 
Petrie finds recurring lengths of about 

88 1, 113 0, 132 0, 159 7, 171 9, and 226 in., 
all pretty certainly even numbers of the same 
cubit. And it is therefore seen that the multiples 

4, 5, 6, 7, 74, and 10 cubits 
are the numbers in question, as we thus reach 

22 0, 22-6, 22 0, 22 8, 22 9, 22 6 in. 
for the cubit, yielding an average of 22-61 + -03 in. 
(loc. cit. 29). But suppose, taking the first row of 
figures, we were to say that the multiples 

5, 6£, 74, 9, 10, and 13 cubits 
are the numbers in question, we should obtain 

17 6, 17-4, 17 -6, 17 7, 17 2, 17 4 in. 
for the cubit actually a smaller range of variation 
than is shown by Petrie's own results, — or an aver- 
age of 17i in., which is in remarkahle agreement 
with the approximations already obtained. There 
is therefore a clear alternative before us. Either 
we must bring down the Siloam inscription to the 
Roman age, as has indeed been recently pro|>osed, 
and say that the Jews of that period had finally 
discarded their native cubit, of which, in that c/isc, 
we remain in absolute ignorance, in favour of the 
Graeco-Roman cubit, or— which is the preferable 
alternative — we must hold to the Egyptian origin 
of both the historically attested cubits of 7 and 
6 handbreadths, the latter, originally 17| in. in i 
length, having been gradually reduced, until in . 

* Warren here (rives some interesting statistics as to the , 
height of the modern Jew ; and, although not aware of the 
above passage of the Mishna, conducts the same argument and 

decides for a cubit of 17-75 in. 
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NT times it was equated with the Greek cubit of 
17£ in. This Egyptian, as opposed to an alternative 
Babylonian, derivation is further continued by the 
following considerations: (1) the existence, just 
referred to, at one period among the Hebrews of 
two cubits of 7 and 6 handbreadths respectively ; 
(2) the subdivisions (see table) are parallel in both 
systems, and bear no trace of sexagesimal or Baby- 
lonian influence ; (3) the smallest unit, the digit, 
bears a cognate designation in both, 'czba' in 
Hebrew, t'ba in Egyptian, while the corresponding 
Hebrew unit was named ubdnu in Babylonian, 
probably the Heb. ; (4) the Heb. zereth or span 
finds its nearest congener in the Egyptian drt 
(Ges.-Buhl, Lex. s.v. ; cf. similar affinities below, 
under measures of capacity). The following table 
shows the values of the Heb. cubits and subdivisions 
on the basis of the Siloam cubit of 17*58 in., which 
proves to be the mean between the original Egyp. 
short cubit of 17 68 and the Gr. cubit of 17'47 in., 
and is probably the nearest value attainable until 
further monumental evidence is forthcoming : — 

Table op the Hebrew Measures of Length. 
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No reference has yet been made to the determination of the 
value of the cubit from the statement of the mediieval Rabbis 
that the smallest unit, the flngerhreadth, was equal to 6 
medium-sired grains of barley laid side by side, partly because 
the tradition is of late origin, and partly on account of the widely 
diverging results that this method has produced. * Maimonides, 
writing in Egypt, seems »o have been the first to give currency 
to this mode. He assigned 7 barleycorns to the digit, or 168 to 
the cubit, apparently identifying it with the royal Egyptian 
cubit (see Zuckerm&nn, D. jud. Maastyttem, 20; Boeckh, 
Metrolog. Untertuckungen, 268 ff., which see also for further 
details of this method). It is, however, a striking coincidence, 
to say the least, that the latest and most scientific attempt 
to determine the Jewish cubit on the basis of the usual Rab- 
binic valuation of 144 barleycorns yields a cubit of 17-7 in. 
(Col. Watson, PEFSt, 1897, 201 ff .), which is practically the 
short cubit of Egypt. 

vii. Subdivisions and multiples of the cubit in 
OT and NT. — It now remains to glance briefly 
at the subdivisions and multiples of the cubit to 
be found in the canonical literature. At the 
bottom of the scale stands the yxtvdt or fUrpov 
fffuKpirrarop of the Gr. metrolopists, the digit or 
finger-breadth {WfV only Jer 52"; cf. Joseph. Ant. 
VIII. iii. 4, 8&ktv\os, and Mishna, passim). Four 
digits naturally went to the palm or handbreadth 
(np? 1 K 7 M =2 Ch 4 s ; nso in Ezk 40 s - « 43" and P), 
the TaXa«TTi) of the LXX and Gr. writers generally. 
The cubit and the palm were the most frequently 
used denominations in later times. Bricks for 
building purposes, for example, are said to have 
been ' 3 palms square ' (c. 9 in.), not a square span 
(Erubin l. 3).t The span (rrjj, mfapi}, Ex 28" 39°, 
1 S 17* etc.) was always half the cubit. Thus a 
comparison of Ezk 43' 3 with v." shows that the 
span might be taken as half the royal cubit of 'Sh 
palms. Josephus, we have seen, renders the dimen- 
sion of the ark of the covenant, in the original 2J 
by 1J by 1J cubits (Ex 2o 10 ), by twice the number 
of spans (Ant. III. vi. 6 [135]). 

• Thenlus* cubit of 19 05 in., adopted in 8mith's DB (art. 
• Weights and Measures '), was obtained by this method, 
t The Babylonians regularly built with a brick 13 in. square. 



In Jg 3 18 the short two-edged sword of Ehud is 
said to have been a gomed in length (irl, EV 
'cubit'). This measure, occurring only in this 
passage, is explained by the Jewish commentators 
as a short cubit, the length of the forearm from the 
elbow to the knuckles or to the second joint of the 
fingers (see Moore, in loc., and more fully JBL xii. 
104). It was thus the equivalent of the Gr. rvywp 
or Tvypj, and may have been the cubit of 5 palms 
mentioned in the Mishna (see above). 

The cubit itself has been fully discussed in the 
preceding section, where its apparent Egyptian 
origin and value have been set forth. At first, 
naturally, of the same value as the short cubit of 
Egypt, 17-68 in., it appears to have gradually 
shrunk, until in the 1st cent, of our era it was 
practically identical with the Roman- Attic cubit 
of 17*47 in. By this latter measure, say 17$ in., 
we may safely estimate the only NT references to 
the cubit in the literal sense (Jn 21 8 , Rev 21"). In 
Mt fi* 7 , Lk 12 38 the cubit is best taken metaphori- 
cally, * which of you can add a " span " to his age ? ' 
(cf. RVm). 

The only multiple of the cubit mentioned in the 
OT, and that only by Ezekiel, is the reed (*u-;, 
kaneh, the Bab. kanu, Ezk 40 M - 42"* etc.) of 8 
cubits,— in this case the ' royal ' cubit of 7 palms. 
It does not appear to have come into common 
use. In the Gra;co-Roman age we find instead 
the fathom (6pyvta, Ac 27*) of 4 cubits, approxi- 
mately 6 ft., and the favourite Gr. measure of 
distance the stadium (arddiov, 2 Mac 12 9 *-, Lk 24 1 *, 
Jn 6"» etc.). The latter contained 600 Gr. ft. or 
400 cubits, about 194 yds. ; it was thus consider- 
ably less than the furlong (220 yds.), by which it 
is rendered in our versions. The mile (idXior, Mt 
5 41 ; '""f?, in Hebrew, Yuma vi. 4, 8), as its name 
reveals, was a Roman measure, containing 1000 
double paces (mille passus), or 5000 Roman ft., 
equal to 1618 yds. The Romans reckoned their 
mile as roundly equivalent to 8 stadia. The Jews, 
on the other hand, reckoned only 7 A stadia or ris 
to the mile ( YOma vi. 4), and so obtained a con- 
venient division of the parasang of 30 stadia— 
another example of the syncretism that pervades 
the later Jewish metrology. 

The largest measure of distance of native Jewish 
origin was the Sabbath day's journey (vappdrov 
6S6s, Ac l 13 ). Its origin was on this wise. Com- 
bining the injunction of Ex 16 M with the fact 
recorded in Jos 3 4 , that the ark preceded the 
main body of the host by 2000 cubits (c. 1000 
yds.), the inference was drawn that the tents of 
the Israelites in the wilderness were this distance 
from the ark ; and, further, that the said distance 
might lawfully be traversed on the Sabbath, since 
the injunction of Exodus [I.e.) could not have been 
meant to exclude the privilege of worship on that 
day. A square of 2000 cubits in the side was also 
the prescribed 'suburbs' of a Levitical city (Nu 
35 6 ). The Jews of later times, as is well known, 
were able ingeniously to free themselves from the 
restriction of a single 2000-cubit limit, by deposit- 
ing at its furthest boundary, before the entry of 
the Sabbath, sufficient food for two meals. This 
spot, by a legal fiction, was considered to be the 
traveller's 'place' in the sense of Ex 16" ; he was 
then able to proceed with immunity for another 
distance of 2000 cubits. The technical name for 
this process was the ' mixture of limits ' (nit-arm ana), 
to the regulation and enforcement of which the 
treatise Erubin (mixtures) is devoted. In certain 
cases the legal distance might be increased to 28UU 
cubits, which was the estimated diagonal of a 
square 2000 cubits in the side. A number of 
boundary-stones, two of which bear the legend own 
ma, have been discovered in such relative positions 
near Gczer (which see) as to suggest that they 
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probably served to mark the Sabbath ' limit ' for 
that city (PEFSt, 1899, 1 18 If. ). ( For details as to 
the mathematical precision with which the Sabbath 
day's journey was calculated for each town, see 
Baneth's edition of Erubin, also Surenhusius' 
edition with plates. An English translation is 
given in Sola and Raphall's selections). 

As vaguer measurements of length and distance, 
finally, may be mentioned the pace (2S 6 13 ) and 
the 'little way' (n* ^ Gn 35'« 48 7 , 2 K 5 U ), also 
a day's journey (Nu 11", 1 K 19 4 , Jon 3 4 , Lk 2**) and 
three days' journey (Gn 30*, Nu l(t a ), distances 
which naturally varied according to circumstances 
(see Day's Journey, vol. L p. 673 b ). 

viii. Surface measure. — In OT the idea of 
'square' is generally expressed by the passive 
participle yia - } (a denom. verb from vzyt * four '), 
rendered 'four square' (Ex 27 1 28 ,B etc.), the 
dimensions, however, being given as x cubits 
long and x cubits broad. In later Hebrew we find 
the more compendious expression 'x cubits by 
(^B) x,' as in the Mishna passim. * The diagonal 
of a square was estimated by the Talmudic autho- 
rities as I of its side (Baneth, preface to Enibin, 
p. 62 ; see preceding §). The ratio of the circum- 
ference (I'a?) of a circle to its diameter (arj 1 !) was 
taken as 3 to 1 (Erub. i. 5). 

With regard to the measuring of land, two 
methods were in vogue in ancient times before and 
after the application of more scientific methods. 
The one attested by the consensus of East and 
West consisted in taking as the standard of 
measurement the extent of ground which a yoke 
of oxen could plough in a given time. In Syria at 
the present day the unit of land measure is the 
fedddn, the ground which a yoke of oxen can 
plough in a day (Post, PEFSt, 1891, 110), which 
is variously estimated in different parts of the 
country (see Schumacher, Across the Jordan, 22, 
and more fully Bergheim, ' Land Tenure in Pales- 
tine,' PEFSt, 1894, 192 ff). The corresponding 
Roman measure 'jugerum vocabatur quod uno 
jngo bourn in uno die exarari posset' (Pliny, 
Hist. Nat. xviii. 9), and was legally fixed at ctr. 
3016 sq. yards. The second method was by esti- 
mating the size of a Held by the amount of seed 
required to sow it. Both methods were known 
linn practised by the Hebrews. Passing by 1 S 
14 14 as almost certainly corrupt, we find a reference 
in Isaiah to ' 10 acres of vineyard ' (5 10 , lit. 10 yoke 
[Toy],t i.e. of oxen ; cf. jugum and jugerum), which 
at once suggests the modern fedddn. Since the 
Egyp. unit of surface measure was a square 100 
royal cubits in the side, called by the Greeks 
Apovpa (Griffith, PSBA, 1892, 410 ff.), we shall not 
be tar wrong if we estimate the Heb. zoned as a 
square of 100 ordinary cubits in the side, and thus 
the equivalent of a measure of surface presently to 
be considered ; in other words, at about half an 
acre. J 

On the other hand, the priestly legislation intro- 
duces us to a mode of computing the size of a 
field 'according to the seed thereof (Lv 27 19 ), 50 
shekels being fixed as commutation-money for a 
field requiring ' a homer of barley seed.' But there 
is almost certainly an earlier reference to this 
method of mensuration in a hitherto misunder- 
stood passage of 1 Kings. The trench which 
Elijah is said to have dug round about his altar 
on Mt. Carmel is described as in? enny n'3|, lit. 
'like a house of two seahs of seed' (1 K 18 w ). 

•The MT of Ex 27«b 'fifty by fifty* cannot be defended. 
The LXX goes still further astray. The second ' fifty ' is cor- 
rupted from HDK3, which the Samaritan still has (see the 
writer's forthcoming: commentary on Exodus, in loc.). 

t Wlnckler, KAT* (1902) 339, finds in Tf^f a weight, connect- 
ing it with the Assyr. qamddv, to weigh. 

J Strictly 23D0 sq. yards with the cubit of 17'6 in.; an acre is 
48*0 sq. yards. 



What does this mean ? The AV and RV render- 
ing is impossible, while RVni suggests that the 
trench had the breadth and depth of a two-seah 
measure. In reality the writer is here employing 
a familiar land measure, and indicating the length 
— not the depth and breadth — of the trench by the 
amount of surface which it enclosed. It is true 
there is no further illustration of this mode of 
expression in our older extant literature, but the 
evidence of the Mishna, considered in the light of 
the immemorial practice in Babylonia and Assyria, 
shows that its absence is accidental (see the Mishna, 
passim, esp. the agricultural treatises and those 
dealing with contracts). Here the size of a field 
is uniformly denoted by the amount of seed re- 
quired to sow it. The standard of measurement 
was indeed the very expression under considera- 
tion, ' the house,' i.e. the field ■ of two seahs,' 
which was fixed as equal in extent to the court of 
the tabernacle, viz. 100 cubits by 50, c. 1195 sq. 
yards (under j acre). The half of this surface, 
2500 sq. cubits (e. 4 acre), was the beth-seah (n«a 
.-iKD}, its double 'a four-seah field ' or square of 100 
cubits in the side. A field of this size is in one 
place (Ohaloth xvii. 1) identified with the obscure 
* of 1 S 14 M , which would thus be a later 
equivalent of the zemed considered above. 

The whole series of dry measures, to be dis- 
cussed in the following sections, were used by the 
Jews of NT times in this way, from the frequently 
mentioned beth-rdba or £ Icab plot (104 sq. cubits, 
Peak i. 6, Baba bathra li. 5, etc. ) up to tha bet h - 
IcOr (B. bathra, vii. 1) of 75,000 sq. cubits, and its 
multiples. The dimension last given is that of the 
field of Lv 27 16 , mentioned above (for the identity 
of the kor and the homer see next §), which was 
therefore about 3jJ acres in extent. This system 
of field measurement, although it may be traced 
in parts of the Roman empire, as, e.g., in the 
axjpipot n6diot, which was a third of the jugerum 
(Hultsch, Metrol* 616 f.), had its home in Baby- 
lonia, where the field last mentioned would have 
been described as in Hebrew (bitu 1 im£r ekli, a 
one-homer held ; see Johns, Assyrian Deeds, 219 ff. ) 
—a fact which seems conclusive in favour of the 
explanation of Elijah's trench given above. 

Hebrew Measures of Capacity. — ix. The 
scales of wet and dry measure. 'The value of the 
ephah-bath. — While familiar with such rough-and- 
ready measures of capacity as the kCmicz or handful 
(Lv 2 s 5" 6'*) and the haphen (dual, ' two-hands 
full,' Ex 9", Lv 16 ls , Ezk 10 s ), the Hebrews from 
early times had a carefully graduated system both 
for wet and dry measures, the names and values 
of which have too frequently been obliterated in 
our English versions by an indiscriminating fond- 
ness for the rendering ' measure.' t The relation 
of the various denominations to each other are 
happily amply attested, and may be represented 
in tabular form, by anticipation, thus — 
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Of these the homer, ephah, seah, and Jfab are 
mentioned in OT as dry measures, the first named 

• It is tempting to compare this expression with the actus, 
originally the headland where the plough was turned (Hen. 
njlf), which ultimately became the Roman unit of land measure 
(120 x 120 ft., e. 1600 sq. yards). 

t As illustrations of confusion thus caused— a baneful legacy 
from the LXX— Lk 13 s1 compared with 16*-' may be consulted, 
where three denominations, standing to each other in toe 
ratios 1 : 3 : 30, are rendered indiscriminately by •measure' (at* 
next IX 
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being supplanted in later times by the kor ; the 
bath, hin, and log only as liquid measures. The 
proportions in the table show the influence of the 
sexagesimal system, while the 'omer or 'issaron, 
of the ephah, represents a parallel decimal 
subdivision (see below). It will be noted, further, 
that the two sets are essentially identical. In the 
case of the homer and the kor, also of the ephah 
and the bath, thb identity is indeed expressly 
attested by Ezekiel in an important context, 
where also the latter pair are stated to be a tenth 
part of the former pair (Ezk 45 ,UT -). 

Of the absolute values of the various denomina- 
tions in terms of other and better-known systems, 
we have no reliable evidence older than the 1st 
cent, of our era, by which time, as the latest 
Jewish weight - system so strikingly illustrated, 
Palestine had become the meeting-place of several 
systems of metrology, leading to an unavoidable 
syncretism, and to the identification of native 
weights and measures with the nearest approxi- 
mations in foreign systems. Bearing this in mind, 
we shall now adduce a few of the more useful 
equations to be found in the Antiquities of 
Josephus. 

(a) VIII. ii. 9 (Niese, § 57), the hath (pdros) is 

equivalent to 72 sextarii (tforat). 

(b) DC. iv. 5 (§ 85), the seah (<r4rw=J ephah or 

bath) = li Roman modii, i.e. 24 sextarii. 

(c) III. viii. 3 (§ 30), the Am (efr=* bath) =2 

Attic choet, ».«. 12 sextarii. Cf. in. ix. 4 
(§234). 

(rf) XV. ix. 2 (§ 314), the kor (k6oo»= 10 ephah- 
baths) is equivalent to 10 Attic metretai, 
i.e. 720 sextarii (fuStfwovi [read furprrrat] 
'ArriKoin Sixa). 
Earlier possibly in date than these equations 
is the evidence of the anonymous fragment vepl 
(Urpuf (Hultsch, Metrol. Script. i. 258), where after 
the definition of the Phoen. kor as containing 30 
seahs it is added : ' Che seah is 1$ modius,' a defini- 
tion identical with that of Jerome commenting on 
Mt 13 33 . Now, the basis of all these equations is 
the identification, as a glance at our table will 
show, of the Hebrew log with the Grseco-Roman 
sextarius, as is done by the anonymous translator 
of Lv 14 10 cited apud Field, Origenis Hexapla, in 
loc. (cf. Antiq. IX. iv. 4[§ 62], where the quarter 
kab of 2 K 6 a , i.e. the log, is also rendered by 
#<m-t). Evidence to the same effect might be pro- 
duced from the Mishna, where it is said of the 
offerings prescribed in the Pentateuch that ' their 
measure is on the Roman standard ' (Kelim xvii. 
II). The determination of the value of the 
sixtnrius-xestes, the common unit of the Greek 
and Roman systems, in terms of our imperial 
system is therefore an indispensable preliminary 
to further progress. Two methods are open to us. 
We may, with Hultsch, start from the theoretical 
and legal determination of the Roman quadrantnl 
as 80 Roman pounds weight of wine, and the 
similar determination of our imperial gallon as 10 
lb. of water, and so reach a value for the sextarius 
of '96 imperial pint, the value adopted in the 
tables in Smith's Dint, of Antiq. 3 from Hultsch, 
Metrol.* (passim). Or we may prefer the deter- 
mination given by the best of the extant Roman 
measures, the Farnese congius in Dresden, which 
yields a sextarius equal to "99 of a pint. This 
latter method has the advantage of allowing the 
sextarius-log of the Jewish system to be taken, for 
the smaller determinations, as the equivalent of 
our pint, and will be followed in this and the 
subsequent section. This gives for the ephah-bath 
of 72 logs, which is the most convenient measure 
for detailed examination, the value of 71*28 pints, 
or approximately 9 gallons (see table below). 
It is scarcely to be expected, however, that the 
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measures of OT times can have been so precisely 
the equivalent of the Grteco-Roman denominations 
as this identification presupposes, and there are 
not wanting indications of this in Josephus' own 
writings and in those of later authors, especially 
as regards the larger denominations. Are there, 
then, sufficient data available for reaching a 
closer approximation of the original values of the 
Heb. measures ! Perhaps the most unsatisfactory 
of all methods of solving this problem is that 
frequently attempted, down even to our own day 
(see Watson, PEISt, 1898), on the basis of the 
dimensions of Solomon's brazen sea and the lavers 
of the temple (1 K 7**** with paralls. in Chron., 
LXX, and Joseph.) — a solution which the conflict- 
ing dimensions in the literary sources named, and 
our ignorance of the shape of the vessels in ques- 
tion, render only less futile than the converse 
attempt to deduce from the same conflicting and 
insufficient data the length of the Heb. cubit ! 
But little more satisfaction is obtained by starting 
from the Rabbinic theory, that the log was equal 
in cubic content to six medium-sized eggs, as may 
be seen from the widely divergent results in the 
writings of previous investigators. The Alex- 
andrian translators (LXX), finally, to whom one 
naturally turns for the'equivalents of the Hebrew 
measures in the Gneco-Egyp. system, are dis- 
appointing in the extreme. Here transliterating, 
tliere paraphrasing, now omitting and now making 
a random guess, these translators betray a re- 
markable ignorance of the contemporary Jewish 
measures (see next § for ample illustration). 

(a) Two features of the system under investiga- 
tion seem to warrant us in looking once more 
to Babylonia as its original home, namely the 
number of logs in the kor (720 = 360 x 2), as if the 
log were the half of a unit that has now dis- 
appeared, and the apparent identity of the kor 
with the Babylonian ideogram gur (cf. kikkar, 
talent, with Bab. gaggaru). Unfortunately, it 
must be admitted that, notwithstanding the bril- 
liant researches of Oppert and his fellow- workers, 
the measures of volume are still the least satis- 
factory department of Bab. metrology (see esp. 
the elaborate exposition and criticism in Johns' 
Assyrian Deeds, etc. [1901]). Adopting, however, 
with due reserve the view of Lehmann and others 
(cf. above § vi., also Hommel's art. BABYLONIA, 
vol. i. p. 219) that the unit of volume was the 
ka — which Hommel (I.e.) would identify with the 
Heb. kab — equal to an original heavy mina's 
weight of water (15,160 grains, see § ii. above), 
we get 1*73 imperial pints as the value of this 
unit,* 624 pints for a gur of 360 ka, and 62*4 pints 
for the assumed original of the Heb. ephah-bath. 
On the other hand, if the measures of volume 
increased pari passu with the weights, the mina of 
16,000 grains which has been conclusively proved 
to have been adopted in the West (§ ii.) would 
yield a kor of 658 pints and an ephah-bath of 65*8 
pints. 

(b) Again, if we follow the clue suggested by 
the Egyptian affinity in the department of the 
linear measures, we find an interesting parallel to 
the treatment of the Heb. measures in the Graco- 
Roman period. A working equivalent of the 
ephah-bath, we have seen, was obtained by identi- 
fying it with the Attic metretes of 72 sextarii. 
Now, precisely this same equation was adopted in 
Egypt under the Ptolemies for a measure with a 
long pedigree, known in the Ptolemaic ages as the 
artabe (&pr&fii)).i That this equation of the artabe 

* The imperial gallon contains 10 lb. (70,000 grains) of distilled 
water at a temperature of 00* Fabr. 

t Wilckcn, however, has found no fewer than five different 
artabe* in use in Egypt in the Ptolemaic period (Gritch. 
Oftrate,L 740fl.X 
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with the metretea was a working and not a 
scientifically exact equation, is evident from the 
fact that by the native authorities (Griffith, PSBA 
xiv. 435) the artabe was defined as containing 80 
Egyptian hin, the hin being a volume of water 5 
deben in weight (7020-7170 grains, according to 
the valuation of the ket, see § ii.), which works 
out at a little less or more than 65 pints for the 
artabe. Now, the artabe was the lineal descendant 
of an ancient measure derived from a fraction of 
the cubit cubed (Griffith, I.e.); and since the Egyp. 
cubits passed to Palestine, there is a prima facie 
case for suggesting, as an alternative to the Baby- 
lonian origin of the ephah-bath, its derivation from 
the Egyptian system, with a value of 65 pints. 

(c) But there is more reliable evidence than 
these somewhat hypothetical deductions as to 



Epiphanius in his work on weights and measures 
(edited by Hultsch, op. ext., and by Lagarde in his 
Symmicta), which give to the ephah a value ranging 
from 64 to 66 sextarii. For other, mainly specula- 
tive, methods of calculation see Watson, PEFSt, 
1898, 109 tf. (7-85 galls.), and Warren, ib. 1899, 
252 ff. (8-42 galls.). 

The result of our investigation, then, is to point 
to an approximate value for the ephah-bath in OT 
times of 65 imperial pints (36*92 litres). From the 
necessity of establishing a more convenient work- 
ing equation in later times, it was regarded in 
most cases as the equivalent of the Attic metretea 
of 72 Roman sextarii, or 9 galls, nearly, on the 
basis of the identification of the log with the atx- 
tarius. Both these values are given in the following 
tables :— 
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the actual capacity of the Heb. measures, the 
most trustworthy in the opinion of such metro- 
logical authorities as Hultsch and Petrie being a 
statement in an unfortunately corrupt passage of 
Josephus. This author, writing of the famine in 
the time of Claudius (cf. Ac 11*), tells of 70 kor of 
wheat being brought into the temple, and adds — 
adopting Hultsch's emendation, Mctrol. 2 455— fUSiot 
Si iuceXol fUf thw els Kdpos rptiKoora, 'AttikoI Si 
Teaaap&KovTa. tU [Ant. III. xv. 3 [321]). In view 
of the connexion of Sicily with Phoenicia through 
Carthage, the '30 Sicilian modii' are most prob- 
ably 30 Heb. aeaha,— this rendering of the seah by 
mvdius is found in Epiphanius and other writers ; 
cf. Mt 5"* fxoSios for the seah -measure, — while the 
very precise statement that the kor contained 41 
Gneco-Roman modii seems, as Hultsch says, to 
rest upon actual measurement. Now, 41 modii or 
656 sextarii yield as nearly as possible 650 pints for 
the kor, or 65 for the ephah-bath. 

(d) In several later Gr. writers (see Hultsch, 
Metrol. Script., Index under v&rov) the seah is 
given as 1| modii instead of, as by Josephus 
and Jerome, \h modii, that is, at 20 instead of 
24 sextarii. Now, in the Mishna there are fre- 
quent references to local varieties in the size of 
the seah, kab, etc., the Jems, measures, for ex- 
ample, standing to those of Galilee in the ratio 
of 5 : 6,t which is precisely the proportion disclosed 
by the variant valuations of the seah just cited. 
It is allowable, in the light of these divergent 
equations, to hold that different authorities made 
different attempts to establish a convenient equa- 
tion of the two systems, Jewish and Greek, and 
that the true value of the ephah-bath lay between 
the two equations of 60 and 72 sextarii respectively, 
which is quite in harmony with the more positive 
results already obtained. The same conclusion is 
established by a study of the conflicting data of 

• The 'omer is here inserted (or comparison, though an in- 
truder, as the fractional proportions show ; see next 8 . 

t These variations in quantity may also have been due to 
sonic extent to the difference between heaped and stroked 
measure ; cf. Daba bathra v. 11. 
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Bath 
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40-5 
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Kor 


720 


60 


10 


888-2 


650 
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712-8:90 „ 



x. The measures of Scripture. — It only remains 
to make a short reference to the individual measures 
in the canonical and deutero-canonical writings. 
The log, the lowest denomination in both the wet 
and dry scales, occurs in OT only in the ritual for 
the purification of the leper (Lv 14 10 -* LXX kotvXi 
= £ sextarius) as a measure of oil. Originally about 
A pint, it was in NT times identified with the sex- 
tarius (or pint), by which it is rendered by a Gr. 
translator cited by Origen (Field, Hexapla, in loc. ), 
and was then used as a dry measure as well, sub- 
divided binarily down to log, the J log being 
specially frequent in the Mishna. The ^ log was 
also known as the large spoonful (tj"jo k 4 *?), the J ( 
as the small spoonful (Herzfeld, Handelsgeach. d. 
Juden, 184). Four logs went to the kab, which in 
OT is found only in the corrupt passage 2K(P, 
which speaks of 1 the fourth part of a kab' (so RV, 
AV ' cab ').* At the date when this reading arose 
the log was probably still confined to liquids. The 
LXX render by Ttrapro* rod <cA/3ov, while Josephus 
gives the equivalent Zitmji or sextarius. Peculiar 
to the Priests' Code is the next highest dry measure, 
the 'issaron ( jWyy Ex 29*°, Lv 14 10 etc. ), the tenth deal 
of our AV, i.e. as RV ' the tenth part of an ephah,' 
as already once correctly rendered by LXX to Sita- 
Toy rod ol<pL (Nu 15*). The loaves of the shewbread 
contained each two' issarons (Lv 24 e ), transliterated 
iaaapwr by Josephus, who wrongly gives its value 

• Cheyne, however, would read 'a quarter of a kor of carob- 
pods,' etc (Expo*., July 1399). 
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as 1 7 Attic cotylaV or only 3$ sextarii (3$ instead 
of 6-7 pints). A special name for this measure is 
found in the story of the manna (Ex 16 lwr -)» viz. 
the oraer (-r'v, LXX yi/xop), denned in v.* as ' the 
tenth part of the ephah,' the same expression as is 
found in Lv 5 11 6* etc. In Ex 16-*-"- the term is 
used of the 'oMtw-measure. This decimal division 
of the ephah is another indication of the conflict 
hetween the decimal and duodecimal or sexagesimal 
systems, which met us in connexion with the Heh. 
weight-system. It was probably confined to priestly 
circles, as it does not fit into the rest of the system 
below the ephah. 

The sixth part of the ephah-bath for liquids was 
the hin (j'ij, LXX r> or «> [B], but xow, Lv 19 M ), a 
term apparently of Egyp. origin, the henu (Coptic 
eine) of Egypt, however, being a much smaller 
measure (see preceding §). With the exception of 
Ezk 4" (J hin of water), the hin occurs exclusively 
in the Priests' Code in connexion with the offerings 
of wine and oil that accompanied the meal -ottering. 
Thus we have $ hin, £ hin, £ hin, all in Nu 28". 
The value of the hin was 1J-1J galls. The double 
of the hin, the scab (n$p, airov), was used exclu- 
sively as a dry measure, containing 6 lcabs (see 
Mishna, Menahoth vii. 1 ; Para i. 1, and oft.). It 
was the third oi the ephah, and is therefore to be 
identified with the shilish (Is 40", lit. 4 third,' 
hence AVm * tierce '). The seah is variously 
rendered by the LXX ; but where not given by 
the general term pArpop, whence our AV 'measure,' 
it is wrongly identified with the ephah (1 S 25' 8 ) 
or with the metretes ( 1 K IS 38 ). The correct o&rov 
is found in the later translations of Aquila and 
Symmachus, but in LXX only in Hag 2 w t u >, where 
no measure is named in the original. In the NT 
also it appears as vi.ro* (Mt 13 s3 , Lk 13" 'three 
measures of meal '), where it is equal in value to 
lit modii (Jerome) or 24 pints, the 'throe measures' 
being, of course, an ephah or 1£ bushels of flour.* 
We have seen in a former section that a seah of 
seed was calculated to sow a surface of 2500 sq. 
cubits, which thus became the common unit of 
surface measure. 

The most common of the large measures was the 
ephah-bath, originally in all probability equal to 
65-66 pints, but in NT times identified with the 
metretes of nearly 72 pints. The ephah was used 
exclusively for measuring grain and other dry sub- 
stances, the bath exclusively for liquids. The former 
term appears to be of Egyp. origin, and is given as 
oltpl by the LXX (cf. Coptic oipi) when not rendered 
by ptrpov (both in Ezk 45 13 ). On the other hand, 
they render the ephah of Is 5 10 by rpla pArpa, 
evidently 3 seahs, and so expressly in the Targum 
of this passage (cf. Menahoth vii. 1). The k ephah 
of Ezk 45 u 46 u is accordingly £ seah. For the 
bath the LXX again use their favourite pArpov, 
or the absurd xom£ (only 2 pints ! E/.k 45 10 ), only 
once the correct p&rot (Ezr 7 a ). The 'hundred 
measures of oil' (Lk 16°) in the unjust steward's 
accounts were 100 baths, or close on 900 gallons. 
The highest denomination in the system was the 
homer ("rh) or kor ("is, EV ' cor ' in Ezk 45 M , but 
generally"' measure '), both used with considerable 
frequency in OT as a measure of barley (Lv 27 18 
etc.), wheat (Ezk 45 13 ), and cereals generally. The 
identity of the kor and the homer, as each contain- 
ing 10 ephah-baths, with the information that the 
kor was also used for liquids, is given by Ezekiel 
(45 UR ). The latter came in time to be the name in 
ordinary use for both wet and dry measure, and 
passed to the Greeks as the k6/h>» ( I Es 8'*). The 
'hundred measures of wheat' of Lk 16 7 are 100 
kors, at this period equal to more than 1110 bushels. 
Hosea tells us that part of the price he paid for the 

• The same quantity in Sarah's handa (On l&) was nearer a 
tunnel. 
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recovery of his unfaithful wife was a homer of 
barley and a lethekh (^nS), which our EV, following 
Jewish tradition, render* as 'half a homer' (Hos 3*), 
a value which it certainly has in the Mishna. 

In the NT we find the names of Gru:co-Homan 
measures, although in some cases the terms are 
not used as measures, but as the names of house- 
hold utensils. Thus the xestcs of Mk 7*-*, properly 
the sextarius or pint measure, is here used generally 
of a cup or other small domestic vessel. The moduis 
(p-!j6io%) of Mt 5' 8 and parallels, however, is a classical 
loan-word for the housewife's seaA-measure required 
for the daily provision of the household bread. On 
the other hand, the 'firkins' of Jn 2* are the Gr. 
metretes of c. 72 pints, which we have seen to be 
the working equivalent of the bath. Apart from 
its careless use by the LXX, now for seah, now 
for bath, it is found 1 Es 8 s9 (AV ' pieces of wine,' 
RV 'firkins') and Bel s (AV 'vessels of oil,' RV 
' ti rkina '). We have seen above that the metretes 
was also the working equivalent in Egypt of the 
artabs (dpri^n, Bel'AV and RV 'great measures'; 
also Is 5'° LXX, another groas miscalculation), 
which was originally of the same cubic capacity 
as the ephah-bath, i.e. c. 65 pints. The author of 
the Fourth Gospel represents Mary of Bethany as 
taking a \lrpa (EV ' pound ') of ointment of spike- 
nard to anoint our Saviour's feet (Jn 12*). This 
has usually been understood of the Roman pound, 
as in Jn 19 s8 ; and probably with justice. Hultsch, 
however ( Mctrol. 3 720 f., (302), understands by the 
former litra the vessel of horn, in which such un- 
guents were kept by the Roman physicians, with 
measuring lines on the ontside like our modern 
medicine glasses, and which certainly bore this 
name. Mention is made, last of all, in Scripture 
of the small Gr. measure the chanix (xo<*i£, Rev 6 8 ) 
of two sextarii or pints as a ' measure ' (AV) of 
wheat.* 

Literature.— A. General works on metrology : A. Boeckh, 
MetrologUche Untersuchungen, 1838; J. Brandis, Oa$ Hunt-, 
Maas-, und GeuHcht$*yttem in Vordtrasien, I860; F. Hultsch, 
Griechische u. R6mi*che Metrologies, 1882 (the standard work 
on ancient metrology, but already out, of date in many ports); 
also, Metrologicontm Scriptorum Hrliquia-, 2 vol*. 1864 ; W. 
M. F. Petrie, art. 'Weights and Measures' in t'neye. Brit.* 
1888 ; H. Nissen, ' Griech. u. rbm. Metrologie ' in Iwan Miiller's 
Handb. d. kiast. Altertumtxritsenschaft, 1692 (also separately) ; 
W. Ridfjeway, The Origin of Metallic Currency and Weight 
Standards, 1892. — B. Special treatises and essays : Hultsch, 
Geicichte des Altertumi, 1898 ; K. Lepsius, Langenmaa*e der 
Alten, 1884. On Babylonian metrology : J. Oppert, L'Etalon 
dr* memrrs A**yrit.nnet, 1876 (antiquated); U. F. Lehmann, 
1 Dos altbabylonische Mass und Gcwicht und deren Wande- 
rung" in Vcrhandl. der Berliner Anthropol. GeselUchaft, 1889 ; 
also in several succeeding years to 1896 ; the same author's Da* 
altbabyl. Maa»- und Gewichtseyttem alt Grundlage dtr anti- 
ken Gcwichtstyiteme, etc., 1893 : C. H. W. Johns, Attyrian 
Deeds and Documents, 1901 (ch. iii. 'Metrology,' very full 
collection of material). For Eirypt : F. LI. Griffith, ' Notes on 
Egyptian Weights and Measures ' in PSBA, 1892 (pp. 403-4.',0) : 
for the Ptolemaic period, U. Wilcken, Griechische Ostraka, 1899, 
i. 738-780. For late Jewish metrology: B. Zuckertnann, Ueber 
talmudische Miinzen und Geicichte, 1862, Dot judische Maas- 
system, etc., 1867. On the general subject of the above article 
see also corresponding article in Smith's DB, and Schroder's 
articles 'Gewicht' and 'Masse' in Riehra's HWB*\ also the 
relevant sections in Nowack, Heb. Arch. 1894, i. 11)8(7., and 
Benzinger, Heb. Arch. 1894, 178 ff., and the recent papers on 
the measures of length and capacity by Col. Watson in the 
PEFSt, 1S97, 1898, and SirC. Warren, "The Ancient Standards 
of Measure in the East,' ib. 1899 ; Schrader-Wincklcr, Die 
Keilinnchriflen u. d. AT*, 1902, 337-342; W. 8haw-Caldeoott, 
Bible Archceology, 1902, part L Metrological. 

A. R. S. Kennedy. 
WELL. — A distinction is now made in Eng. be- 
tween the words 'fountain' and 'well' which did 
not exist when the AV was made. According to 
its etymology (Anglo-Sax. wylla or xoella, a spring, 
from weallan to surge, boil, and akin to Sansk. val 

* The vague ' measure,' it mav be useful to state here, stands 
in AV for ephah Dt 25"'-, Pr 2010, Mic 6 10 ; kor 1 K 4**M« 6U Ms, 
2Ch 2">«« 27», Eir 7"; *eah On 18«, 1 S 25" 1 K 1832, 2 K 
71 bit. 16 bis. is 6«, Is 27» (but see RV and Comm. ] ; shalUh Ps 80», 
Is 40"; pi.™ ( = bath) Lk 16« ; *ip* (=kor) Lk 167; rim 
(=«r«A) Mt IS" =Lk 13a ; x ,i„( Rev 6«. 
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to move to and fro), ' well ' was n«*ed of springing 
water, and not confined as now to water standing 
in a hole or stored up in a pit. Thus Chaucer, 
Death of Blaunche, 160— 

' Ther were a fewe welles 
Came renning fro the cliff ea adoun' ; 

Milton, Lycidas, 15— 

• Begin then, sisters of the sacred well 
That from beneath the seat of Jove doth spring.' 

In A V ' well ' is therefore an accurate rendering of 
such words as 'at/in and t»ty^. In RV the attempt 
has been made here and there, but not consistently, 
to bring out the modern distinction. See next 
article. J. Hastings. 

WELL (rs», [properly « cistern '], pjf, j^i? [both 
--'fountain*], xiryi), <pp*ap).— The art of sinking 
wells for supply of water in the absence of springs 
or brooks conies down from very early times. 
Three wells of special interest are noted in the 
Bible : ( 1 ) Abraham's well at Beersheba ; (2) 
Jacob's well near the village of Sychar ('Askar) in 
Samaria ; and (3) the well at the gate of Beth- 
lehem. All these are in existence at the present 
day. For the first see Beersheba and Shi bah. 
(2) The digging of Jacob's well is not recorded in 
the OT, but in the NT we have the interesting 
account of the conversation between our Lord ana 
the woman of Samaria (Jn 4 3 - •) which took place 
at this spot. The village of 'Askar, which, accord- 
ing to Conder, is the modern representative of 
Sychar, stands on the slope of Mount Ebal within 
sight of Jacob's well.* See further under Jacob's 
Well. (3) The well of Bethlehem, for whose 
water David thirsted (1 Ch 11"), is shown to 
travellers by the roadside on approaching Beth- 
lehem from Jerusalem. There is no reason to 
doubt that it is the same which existed in the 
days of David. 

Wells in Eastern countries have always been of 
the highest importance as objects of possession 
and as historical landmarks. It was one of the 
special privileges accorded to the Israelites that 
they should come into possession of wells which 
they themselves had not digged (Dt 6"),t and they 
sometimes became objects or strife (Gn 21*). This 
is not to be wondered at, considering the difficulty 
of sinking wells into the rock in these early times, 
and the great value of the water when it had been 
reached. E. Hull. 

WENCH.— The translators of AV accepted this 
word from the Bishops' Bible as the tr. of shiphhah 
in 2 S 17". Wyclif has (1382) ' bondwomman ' and 
(1388) ' handraaide,' Cov. 'damsel!,' Geneva Bible 
4 maid.' The oldest form of the word is wenchel 
(from Anglo-Sax. tcenclo, plu. * children '), which 
signified a child of either sex, as Ancren Jiiwle, 
334, 1 Were and wif and wenchel.' Afterwards in 
the contracted form 'wenche' it was restricted to 
a female child, a girl, or young woman. Thus Mt 
9* Wye. 1 Go ye away, for the wenche is not dead, 
but slepith ' ; Mk 5** Khein. * And holding the 
wenches hand, he saith to her, Talitha entni, which 
is being interpreted, wenc/ie (I say to thee) arise ' ; 
Elyot, Governonr, ii. 324, 'Achilles ... for a lytle 
wenche contended with Agamemnon.' By 1611 the 
most frequent use of the word was to denote a 
servant maid, its meaning (as above) in AV. So 
Mt 2ti n Tind. ' When he was goonc out into the 
poorche, a nother wenche saw him'; Jn 18" Khem. 

• Tent-Work, 40. Conder says: 'The tradition of Jacob's 
well is one in which the Jews, Samaritans, Moslems, and 
Christians alike agree.' lb. 38. 

t RV 'Cisterns hewn out which thou hewedst not,' probably 
both well* and cisterns wore intended. 



'The wench therfore that was portresse saith to 
Peter.' But the word was already used in a sense 
that opened the way to its present deterioration, 
as Bar 6" Cov. ' Like as a wench that loveth pera- 
nionrs is trymly deckte.' J. HASTINGS. j 

WHALE The EV tr" of two words. 1. I? tan, 

and its derivatives (see Dragon and Sea-Monster i. 
2. KYfrot (Mt 12*°). The latter is the LXX and NT 
rendering of Vvij j; dugh gadKCl, 'a great fish' 
(Jon 1"). There is no doubt of the existence pf 
whales in the Mediterraueau. Large part* ol the 
skeletons of two specimens of the right whale are 

E reserved in the museum of the Syrian Protestant 
ollege at Beirut. Ono of these animals was 
cast up on the shore near Tyre, not far from the 
traditional site of the ejection of Jonah, which is 
at Nebi-Yunus, near Zidon. The other was drifted 
ashore at Beirut itself. But the gullet of this 
species would not admit a man. The sperm whale 
has a gullet quite large enough to enable him to 
swallow a man. It is probable that one of these 
monsters occasionally wanders into the Levant. 
Krjrot, however, includes marine monsters other 
than the whale, as the shark. Sharks exist in the 
Mediterranean large enough to swallow a man 
whole. The writer has seen one at Beirut 20 ft. 
long. They sometimes attain a length of 30 ft. . 
There are abundant testimonies in books of travel 
and works of natural history to the fact that 
sharks have swallowed men, and even horses and 
other large animals, whole (see Pusey). The pre- 
servation of Jonah alive in the belly of the fish 
seems to be intended by the writer to be considered ' 
part of a continued miracle. ' The Lord prepared 
a great fish to swallow up Jonah' (1"). The Lord 
heard Jonah's prayer (2 s ). • The Lord spake unto 
the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry 
land' (2 W ). But see art. Jonah. 

a. E. Post. 

WHEAT. — The following Heb. words are used 
for ' wheat.' 1. "»3 bar, ->? bar (Arab, burr), is most 
frequently tr. 'corn' (Gn 41»-*» 42* » Ps 65* u 
70,11. i« p r n«). in four places (Jer 23* Jl 2*. 
Am 5" 8") ' wheat' is the more correct rendering. 1 
2. I?; ddghan. This is generic for cereals (see 
Corn). It is, however, twice tr. in AV 'wheat' 
(Nu 18'*, Jer 31"; RV 'corn'). 'Corn' (generic) 
is undoubtedly correct. 8. niB"^ riphCth. Once 
(2 S 17 1 *) tr. in AV « ground corn/ RV ' bruised 
corn,' and once (Pr 27") AV 'wheat,' RV ' bruised 
corn.' The Arabs have two ways of preparing 
this substance, (a) The wheat is boiled, dried in 
the sun, and then cracked under a wheel or in a | 
mortar. So prepared it is called bitrghul. The 
fragments are exceedingly hard, and resist the 
action of weevils and other insects. (6) The wheat 
is cracked under a hand millstone, without previous 
boiling. This preparation is called jertsh. It is 
quite similar in appearance and properties to our 
wheaten grits. 'Though thou shouldest bray a 
fool in a mortar among wheat with a pestle' (Pr 
27*), may refer to the preparation of these grits 
with a hand mortar, or to the process of pounding 
grits in a stone mortar with a wooden pestle, with 
meat, onions, and spices, in making kibbeh, the 
favourite national dish of Bible lands. 4. n-n 
hittah (Arab, hintah). This is the specific word 
for wheat, as distinguished from other cereals. _ 

Grains of wheat have been found in very ancient 
tombs in Egypt, and in the ruins at Tell el-Hesy in 
Palestine, wheat is first mentioned in Gn 30", 
where its harvest season is designated (cf. Ex 34-, 
Jg 15', Ru 2 a , 1 S 6"), as also the barley harvest 
(Ru 1* 2*). The wheat harvest commences in the 
lowlands of the Jordan Valley in April, and ends 
on subalnine Lebanon in August. Wheat was an 
article of export from Judma (Ezk 27"). It was 
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offered in sacrifice (Ex 34 B ), as were all cereals (Nu 
18" daghdn = ' corn,' as in RV, not 4 wheat,' as in 
AV). It was of different qualities (Ps 81" 147"). 
Some produced 100 grains (Alt 13 s ). This is not an 
exaggeration in the case of the Egyptian wheat 
(Gn 41 a ), the panicle of which is compound. 
'Kidney 8 of wheat' (Dt 32") doubtless refers to 
the fat grains of the best qualities. It is usual at 
the present day to cut oft bunches of the fattest 
wheat ears while still green, and toast them in the 
tire. Other cereals are treated in the same way. 
Thus cooked, they are the 'green ears of corn 
dried by the fire, even corn beaten out of the full 
ears ' ( AV Lv 2 M , RV ' corn in the ear parched with 
fire, bruised corn of the fresh ear '), and 4 parched 
corn,' Heb. 'parched' (1 S 17" 25 18 , 2 S 17 s "). They 
are a favourite food of the people a month or so 
before the harvest. The Arabs call them ferik. 
Nearly ripe ears are rubbed out in the hands, and 
the grains eaten raw (Lk 6 1 etc.). An ear of corn 
was called shibboleth, which the Ephraimitea pro- 
nounced sibboleth (Jg 12 8 ). See SHIBBOLETH. 

The wild original of wheat is unknown. Some 
have suggested that it is derived from AVgilops 
ovata, L. Only one species of wild wheat, T riti- 
cum monococcum, L., is found in Palestine, and that 
only in northernmost Syria. G. E. Post. 

WHEEL. — Various Heb. words are so translated. 
1. n^tf turnings, wheels. In Jer 18 s this word 
(used elsewhere only Ex 1", where prob. = sella 
parturientis) refers to the potter's wheel. In Syria 
this is commonly two horizontal discs of wood 
joined together by an upright pillar or axle. 
On the upper disc the clay is put which is to be 
formed into a vessel, while the lower one is turned 
by the feet of the potter. 2. {{An refers to chariot 
wheels in Ex 14* Nah 3 a , Ezk l IMr - ; in 1 K 7*- 32L 
to the wheels of the bases of the lavers of the 
temple ; in Pr 20 20 , Is 28 ,/7 , to the rollers of a 
threshing - waggon. 3. a rolling thing, a 

wheel. In Ps 83" it is applied to the dust raised 
by a whirlwind, 'whirling dust.' In Ec 12" it 
refers to the wheel of a cistern or well ; to chariot 
wheels in Is 6 s8 , Jer 47 s , Ezk 10 s - " 23** 28" ; and in 
Dn 7" to wheels of throne of burning fire. Another 
form is found in Is 28'-*, and is applied to the 
rollers of a threshing- waggon. 4. 0^9 beat, step, 
in Jg 5 s8 probably refers to the noise made by 
chariots, or to the step of the horses drawing them. 
It is evident from Scripture that chariots were 
frequently used in Syria and Palestine, and the 
wheels must have been very strongly made to with- 
stand the rocky roads over which they were driven. 
On the old road near the mouth of the Nahr el- 
Kelb, or Dog River, a few miles north of Beirut, 
along which both Assyrian and Egyptian armies 

rsed, the marks of the chariot wheels are still to 
seen, deeply engraved in the rock. After the 
Mohammedan invasion, wheeled carriages ceased 
to be used, and it was only about the middle of 
this century that they were reintroduced by 
Europeans. The wheels of the ancient Egyptian 
chariots had six spokes (o-pyn), which connected 
the nave (Tin) with the felloes or rim (35). Slits 
were made in the tyre, through which bands were 
passed and fastened round the rim. The axle-tree 
(t) was fixed to the body of the chariot, and its ex- 
tremities were rounded where they passed through 
the wheels. The wheels were secured by pins. 
The wheel evidently had its origin in the roller, 
then discs of wood were used, and in India wheels 
are often made of planks of wood nailed together 
and then cut into a circular shape. 

On the 'wheel of nature,' Ja 3* RV, see esp. 
Mayor, in loc. W. CARSLAW. 

WHELP.-u, lit. 'son' (Job 4 11 2S 8 ), Hi (Jer 51», 



Ezk 19- 8 - 8 , Nali 2 H - M ), mfrm (1 Mac 3* used of 
the young of the lion (see LlON)) ; in 2 S 17 8 , Pr 17 M , 
Hos 13", of bears' cube (see Bear). In the last threo 
passages the Heb. is simply Sitf ' bereaved,' the 
words ' of her whelps ' being supplied in EV. 

WHIRLWIND (-ifip sa'ar, rr$R sfdrdh, npo 
siiphdh).— The term is applied generally to any 
violent destructive wind. The same words are 
often translated in other passages by 'storm' or 
•tempest,' e.g. Ps 56 8 83> 8 (both sa'ar); Is 29" 
(sidrdh); Am 1", Jon 1<" (all three saar). 
The 'whirlwind' of AV is rendered 'tempest' 
by RV in Jer 23" 25 w 30* (all seardh); 'stormy 
wind' in Ezk 1* (rikah seardh); 'storm' in Job 
37" and Is 17" (both suphah). The term 'whirl- 
wind ' is used both in a physical and a symbolical 
sense. In the former we may take the passage 
descriptive of the rapture of Elijah in 2 K 2 1 , 
as also that in Job 21" 37", Is 17" 21\ Ezk 1*, 
Am 1", Nah I s , Ps 107* 148 8 ; but in the remain- 
ing passages the term is used figuratively : of 
chariots (Is 6* 66", Jer 4", Dn 11< W ), the passion- 
ate acts of man (Ps 55"), the ruin brought upon 
man by his eiu (Hos 8' and oft. ), or the anger of 
God against the wicked (Pr l* and oft.) ; nor can 
the term be considered inapt from what we know 
of the destructive effect of rotatory storms in 
some countries. To such storms the references 
in the Bible must be considered to refer ; hut, 
strictly speaking, whirlwinds differ essentially from 
cyclones, which arise from unequal distribution 
of atmospheric pressure over horizontal areas; 
whereas whirlwinds, tornadoes, dust-storms, and 
watersitonts are different forms of atmospheric 
movement consequent on a vertical disturbance of 
the equilibrium of the air. When occurring over 
the sea or inland lakes the rotatory movement 
gives rise to waterspouts ; when over the land, 
and especially over a sandy desert, a dust-storm, 
a cause of terror to caravans and wandering Arabs, 
is the result. As this is the form which is most 
usual in Bible lands, it may be referred to in a 
little further detail. When a dust-storm is about 
to commence, the air is unusually stagnant and 
sultry ; presently a tall column of sand approaches, 
moving in a certain direction, and drawing into 
itself as it moves along sand, dust, and light 
bodies whirling around the centre of the column. 
Sometimes several of these columns move over the 
surface, each gyrating independently round its 
own axis. Observations made on such phenomena 
appear to show that the air of the surface is 
strongly drawn in towards the base of each 
column, and that it ascends along the central 
axis of the whirlwind. The only course of safety 
for the traveller over the deBert, on the approach 
of a dust-storm, is to descend from his camel, 
throw himself on the ground, and completely cover 
his head with his mantle, till the storm pastes 
away. In the tales of the Arabian Nights, and 
generally in the folk-lore of the East, the travel- 
ling dust-pillar is regarded as a favourite abode of 
the 'afrit or genius loci. 

During the 6torms that precede the rain at 
the end of summer (September and October), the 
wind hustles along in front of it, to the depth 
of some three feet above the ground, a vast col- 
lection of thistle-tops and various seed-vessels. 
They hasten along so that before the rain comes 
they may find each in its little hollow or crevice 
a resting-place in which to die and become fruit- 
ful. In places where the wild artichoke abounds, 
as in the great open plain between the two Leba- 
nons, the rushing wind snaps off the dry. globu- 
lar, dahlia-like tops, and urges them along, like 
the jumping chariots (Nah 3') of the Assyrian king. 
They move with military precision, now charg- 
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ing at the double-quick, and then wheeling to right 
or ieft, as if imitating some phantom fugleman, or 
obeying some ghostly word of command. Thomson 
is of opinion that this must be the 'wheel' of Ps83 13 , 
rolling thing of Is 17" (SaSi) ; in both instances 
RV 'whirling dust' (Land and Book, S. Pal. 212). 
The driving power of the storm is exemplified in 
Ex lO 15 "' 9 , Nu 11« 1 K 19". 

Very often the whirlwind or tempest is accom- 
panied by rain and dark clouds. The wind whistles 
and moans, and seems to come from all directions 
at once, flinging out scuds of fine spray and dis- 
charging torrents of rain. The cold is often such 
as to cause loss of life to men and animals. Tents 
and booths are M-recked, and the 'overflowing 
shower ' (Ezk 38") created by it undermines houses 
and tears down vinevard walls. It is a port of 
cloud-burst, and is called by the Arabs a seil, that 
is, a flood. Like the suddenness of its onslaught 
(Pr l w ) is the rapidity of its disappearance (Pr 10*, 
Is 5*»). It is referred to in Ps 18 718 , Jer 23 19 , and 
its leading features are given in the parable illus- 
tration with which Christ closed His Sermon on 
the Mount (Mt V*™). 

G. M. MACKIE and E. HULL. 

WHITE.— See Colours, vol. i. p. 458°. 

WHITE OP AN EGG (irofo r% EV Job 6«, RVm 

'juice of purslain'). — The allusion should per- 
haps be understood to be to the juice of some insipid 
plant, probably Portulaca oleracea, L., the common 
purslane. 'White of an egg' (lit., on this view, 
' slime of the yolk ') is a Rabbinic interpretation, 
and is still accepted by A. B. Davidson, Duhm, et 
al. The comparison in the other member of the 

Krallelism is with 'unsavoury,' which would be 
tter rendered 1 insipid.' * G. E. Post. 

WHOLE, WHOLESOME The Anglo-Sax. hal 

became in Middle Eng. hole ; the spelling whole is 
due to a dialectic pronun. (as in whoop, whore *) 
and obscures the connexion of the word with hale, 
heal, holy. ' Hole ' as well as ' whole ' is used by 
Tindale, as Ex 5 18 ' see that ye dely ver the hole 
tale of brycke.' 

1. The earliest meaning is healthy, as in Mt 9" 
'They that be whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick ' (ol Urxtowrei). So tidal], Eras- 
mus' Paraph, i. 28, ' Yf thine iye bee clere and 
wholle, it geveth sight to all the membres ' ; 
Hall, Works, iii. 461, 'Wc are not the same men 
sick and whole'; Calderwood, History, 140, 'Mr. 
Patrick Adamsone, called commonly Bishop of 
St. Andrews, had keeped his Castle, like a fox in 
a hole, a long time, diseased of a great seditie, 
as he himself called his disease. . . . When the 
King cometh to St. Andrews, he becometh a 
whole man.' 

2. Next, made healthy, healed, as in Mk 5 s ' 
1 Go in peace, and be whole of thy plague ' (Ur0t 
uyvflt) ; so Tennyson, Lancelot and Elaine — 

' He called his wound a little hurt, 
Whereof he would be quickly whole.' 

3. Then, unbroken, entire, as in Dt 27 s ' Thou 
shalt build the altar of the Lord thy God of 
whole stones' (RV 'unhewn'); 2 S l 9 'my life 
is yet whole in me'; Pr l u ' Let us swallow them 
up alive as the grave ; and whole, as those 
that go down into the pit'; Is I4 29 - 31 'Rejoice 
not thou, whole Palestina ' (RV ' O Philistia, all 
of thee '). Cf. Erasmus, Crede, 139, ' with pure 
and whole faith.' 

Wholesome occurs in AV but twice, Pr 15* ' a 
wholesome tongue' (JW? Kg-p, LXX tarns yXuxrarjs, 
RVm 'the healing of the tongue'), and 1 Ti 6 s 
' and consent not to wholesome words ' {irytalrovct 
' Hot is spelt ' whof in Dt 9* AV 1011. 



\6yoii, RV ' sound words,' RVm ' healthful '). In 
both places the word means health -giving, healing. 
In the latter place there is at least a hint of that 
moral meaning which ' wholesome ' had in older 
English = soul -healing, saving (' heilsam '). This 
meaning is found in the Pr. Bk. Psalter, Ps 20* 
28". See Driver's Par. Psalt. p. 485, and the quo- 
tations there. See also art. Health. 

J. Hastings. 

WHORE.— See Harlot. 

WIDOW* (n:a^ 'alm&na; xtfpa; vidua. The 
absence of any term for ' widower ' shows that the 
wife was considered of less importance to the hus- 
band than vice versa). 

L OT and ArocRYPHA.— The position of the 
widow varied according to her family. A young, 
childless widow might return to her father's house 
and remarry after an interval (Taniar, Gn 38" ; 
Ruth and Orpah, Ru l 8 - 9 ). She might also be 
claimed in marriage by her late husband's brother 
(Gn 38 s , Mk 12 ,wr -, Ru or nearest kinsman 
(Dt 25°, Ru 3 1S - W ). In many instances this 
arrangement would cause 6erious inconvenience, 
and provision is made by which the kinsman might 
be released from his obligation, or might transfer 
it to some one else (Dt 2o 7 - w , Ru 4*" lw ). The pas- 
sages cited show that this Levirate marriage was 
an actual custom, which, however, was often 
neglected. A widow with a grown-up son would 
usually live with him, e.g. Micah's mother (Jg 
17 1 "*), apparently a widow in possession of pro- 
perty of her own (cf. 2 S I4* ff -, 1 K 7", Jth 
8 1 " 8 ). The honourable and influential position of 
the queen -mother, e.g. Bathsheba (1 K 2 19 , cf. 
QUEEN), illustrates the status of such widows. 
But there was evidently a large class of widows 
who were in very poor circumstances. The widow 
and the fatherless (cf. Orphan) are constantly 
spoken of as suitable objects of charity and special 
consideration (Dt 14" 16"- 14 26 1 *-, Job 22» 24* 29» 
31 IB , Ps 146 9 , Pr 15 28 , Jer 49"), or as liable to slitter 
injustice (Ex 22 s3 , Dt 10' 8 27 19 , Job 24 3 , Ps 68* 94 s , 
Is 1"- » 10 3 , Jer 7* 22 s , Ezk 22?, Zee 7 10 , Mai 3 s , Sir 
410 351a.). I)eut. makes special provisions in favour 
of widows : their clothing was not to be taken ns 
a pledge (24 17 ), and the forgotten sheaf of the har- 
vest, and the gleanings of the olive trees and the 
vintage, were to be left for the stranger, the father- 
less, and the widow (24 19ff -). 

These needy widows must have belonged to the 
poorer classes, and have had families of young 
children ; but even the widows and orphans of 
well-to-do men might be robbed of their pro- 
perty by some kinsman or powerful neighbour, 
often on some legal pretext (cf. 2 S 14 7 ). The 
widow ranks with the divorced woman as being 
her own mistress, and therefore capable of taking 
a binding vow without obtaining the consent 
of father or husband (Nu 30"). A high priest 
is not allowed to marry a widow (Lv 21"), nor 
is any ordinary priest (Ezk 44 21 ) ; the latter 
passage, however, permits a priest to marry the 
widow of a priest. In 2 Mac 3^ we read of 
deposits for widows and orphans in the temple 
treasury. 

ii. New Testament.— Here, too, the widow is 
spoken of as poor and an object for charity and 
special consideration (Mk 12«-*», Lk 20? 21 s - » Ja 
V etc. ; cf. Barn. xx. 2 ; Herm. Sim. i. 8, etc. ; 
Ign. ad Smyrn. 6, etc. ; Just. 1 April. 67 ; Polyc. 
iv.). The marringe of widows generally is sanc- 
tioned (Ro 7 s , 1 Co 7 8 - and, according to RV. 
the marriage of younger widows is enjoined in 1 Ti 
5 M . RVm, however, makes the injunction refer to 
younger women. 

• See also Family, ii. a, vol. i. p. S47 ; Marriage, ii. 2. vol UL 
p. 289 ; Povebtt, p. 27 tt. ; Won ah (Deaconess, etc.), p. 938». 
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The charge against the Pharisees, that they devoured widows' 
bouses (Mk 12*"), is sometimes explained of spoliation under 
legal forms (Oould), but more commonly, and probably, of 
■ponging on the generosity of foolish women through an osten- 
tatious display of unctuous piety (Holtxinann, ttwete, etc). 
Thus 8wete, ' Schiittgen on M t 23" . . . shows that such a 
course was familiarly known as JTWD roc, plaga Pharuce- 
orum.' 

The care of widows was one of the special mini- 
stries of the early Church (Ac 6 l 9 s "). Weizsacker, 
however (Apostolic Age, i. 56), considers that 
widows cannot have formed a separate class so 
soon, and that the language of Acts reflects the 
conditions of a later time. From 1 Ti 5 16 we 
gather that the relations of widows tried to shift 
their responsibility on to the shoulders of the 
Church ; and any woman that has ' widows ' is 
told that she must bear her own burden in this 
matter ; further, the duty of supporting widows 
is specially urged upon children, grandchildren 
(5 4 ), and other relatives (5 8 ). The somewhat lavish 
charity of the Church at Jerusalem in the days 
after Pentecost would be a special attraction to the 
needy, and may account for the apparently large 
proportion of widows. In considering 1 Ti 5 16 we 
must remember the large households of the East, 
comprising relations of various degrees to three or 
four generations. The ' woman's ' ' widows ' might 
be daughters, daughters-in-law, etc. We further 
gather from 1 Ti 5 that the Church sought to limit 
its alms to widows of good repute, exemplary piety 
and benelicence, over the age of sixty ; and, from 
the similarity of this description to those of pres- 
byters and deacons, it seems that the Church 
required service from these widows in return for 
maintenance, and that they constituted an order 
of church officers ; and, according to some, corre- 
sponded to the deaconesses, of whom we have an 
example in Ro 16 1 (cf. Woman- (Deaconess)), and 
who are described in 1 Ti 3". It should be noticed, 
however, that in 1 Ti 5 the writer is chiefly occu- 
pied with the burden which the relief of widows 
imposed upon the Church, and anxious to reduce 
it in every possible way. Hence the age limit, the 
exacting conditions as to character, and the re- 
peated urgent appeals to relatives to maintain 
widows. The character qualification suggests 
Christian service, otherwise this function of the 
widows is not referred to. In Tit 2 s the 'aged 
women ' are to be ' teachers of that which is good,' 
and to train the younger women ; but the terms 
'aged women,' and, in the previous verse, 'aged 
men,' are perfectly general. 

1 Ti 5, mainly occupied as it is with the ■abject of poor relief, 
makes us wonder what was to become of destitute, friendless 
willows who were under sixty, or who had not reached the 
requisite standard of piety and beneficence. Did the Church 
leave them to starve, or allow them to be dependent on casual 
almsgiving, instead of making regular provision for them 1 It 
is sometimes supposed that the roll in 6 s , on which only those 
widows were to be entered who possessed the qualifications 
specified in v."-, was a register of church officers ; and that 
these 'widows' were distinct from the widows generally whose 
relief is discussed in the rest of the section. Some such view is 
supported by v.H, which objects to the enrolment of young 
widows because it is likely that they will marry again. If the 
enrolment simply entitled to relief, this would be no objection ; 
it seems to imply that a woman entering the order of widows 
pledged herself to remain unmarried in order to serve the 
Church. Cf. Anna (Lk 2*9, a widow who devoted her life to 
religious exercises. 

Thers are two main questions as to the ' widows ' 
of the NT. (i.) Whether they were merely a class 
of the poor, specially cared for in the distribution 
of alms, or whether they were an order of church 
officials. Such an order existed in later times, and 
continued into the Middle Ages. Polyc. iv. 3 is as 
ambiguous as 1 Timothy ; the terms used of widows, 
c.fj. ' altar of God,' seems to imply an ecclesiastical 
order ; and yet from the context the passage seems 
to refer to widows generally as distinguished from 
married women. But from the close of the 2nd 



cent, the existence of the order is vouched for by 
a succession of references in Tertnllian, Origen, 
Apostolical Constitutions, etc. It is therefore 
natural to understand 1 Ti 5 of such on order, but 
not necessarily Ac 6 l W- 41 . We cannot carry back 
to the 1st cent, the exact organization and regu- 
lation of the order in later times, but no doubt its 
duties consisted in devotional exercises, the in- 
struction of women, nursing, and other works of 
charity. 

(ii.) The second question as to NT widows is — 
assuming that they constituted an order, what 
was its relation to that of deaconesses? They 
have sometimes been supposed to be identical ; but 
if 1 Ti 3 11 refers to deaconesses, they are probably 
different from the widows of 1 Ti 5 ; and widows 
and deaconesses appear as distinct orders in the 
early Church, although they seem to be often con- 
fused one with the other. The most probable con- 
clusion is that of Sanday-Headlam on Ro 16' : ' Of 
the exact relation of the "deaconess" to the 
" widows" (1 Ti 5 s ) it is not necessary to speak, as 
we have no sufficient evidence for so early a da.e ; 
it is quite clear that later they were distinct as 
bodies, and that the widows were considered in- 
ferior to the deaconesses (Apost. Const, iii. 7); it 
is probable, however, that the deaconesses were for 
the most part chosen from the widows.' 

For an account of widows in the early Church 
see art. ' Widow ' in Smith's Diet, of Christ. Anti- 
quities. W. H. Bennett. 

WIFE.— See Family and Marriage. 

WILDERNESS or DESERT.— Both these terms, 
especially the latter of them, suggest to the English 
ear ideas which are foreign to the Heb. words 
which are so rendered in EV. In particular, the 
popular notion of a sandy waste must be banished 
from the mind if one is to understand the meaning 
of ' desert ' in the Bible. 

1. irp midbdr (LXX usually (pijuos) occurs about 
280 times in the OT, and is tr° ' wilderness ' by A V 
except in 12 passages (Ex 3» 5 s 19 s 23" , Nu 20' 27" 
33 ia , Dt 32 10 , 2 Ch 26", Job 24 s , Is 21 1 , Jer 25"), 
where the tr. is 'desert.' RV renders by 'wilder- 
ness' except in Dt32 10 and Job 24 s , where it retains 
AV 'desert,' and Pr21 10 , where it substitutes 'a 
desert land ' for A V ' the wilderness ' as tr. of 
"•ypPTW- Midbdr is properly a tract to which 
herds are driven (from nan 'to drive [herds]'; cf. 
the Germ. Trift and treibsn), an uncultivated 
region, but one where pasturage, however scanty, 
may be found (Ps 65" »'», Jl 2", Jer 23"; cf. Jl 
1"- *, Jer 9 1U ) ; usually without a settled population 
(Nu 14* Dt 32", Job 38* Pr 21", Jer 9* ; the abode 
of pelicans Ps 10*, wild asses Job 24 s , Jer 2 M , 
jackals Mai I s , ostriches La 4 s ), although in certain 
districts there might be towns and cities (Jos IS 91, •*■*, 
Is 42") occupied by nomads. The term midbdr is 
usually applied to the Wilderness of the Wander- 
ings (Gn 14 6 , Nu H"-*" et al.), or the great 
Arabian desert (Jg ll n e* al.), but may refer also 
to on j' other (Ca 3* 8 s ). In the Wilderness of the 
Wanderings the following special tracts are dis- 
tinguished : the Wilderness of Shur, Ex 15* 1 ; Sin, 
Ex 16' 17', Nu33 n "; Sinai, Ex 19 i a , Lv7 w ,Nu 
p. is 34.14 gi.s iQia 26 M '33 ,S18 ; PARAN, Gn 21", 
Nu 10" 12" 13 s - * 1 S 25 1 ; ZlN, Nu 13 31 20 1 27" 33* 
34 s , Dt 32 s ', Jos 15 1 ; Kadesh, Ps 29 s ; ETHAM, 
Nu 33". In W. Palestine there are : the Wilder- 
ness of JUDAH, Jg 1", Ps63 UUe (<:f\ Josl5 91 ); MAON, 

1 S 23"- " ; ZlPH, 1 S 23"- " 26 s1 ; BEER-SHEBA, Gn 
21"; En-GEDI, 1 S24> PI; TEKOA, 2Ch 20*; JERUEL, 

2 Ch 20" ; Gibeon, 2 S 2".' In E. Palestine : the 
Wilderness of Moab, Dt 2" ; Er> jm, 2 K 3" ; #EDE- 
MOTH, Dt 2*. 

Midbdr is used figuratively in Hos 2 s ('lest I 
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make her [Israel] as a wilderness* || 'a dry land' 
H*)> Rnd Jer 2" ('Have I [Jahweh] been a 
wilderness to Israel?'). 

2. nyv 'drabah (prob. from a root meaning to be 
arid ; LXX often tpyno*, but also such renderings 
as &yp6i, ?Xot, yrj Svfiuioa.) stands for a tract of 
country whose soil is bare, desolate, unfertile. Its 
nearest equivalent is 'steppe' or 'desert-plain.' 
Apart from its application to the 'Arabah, the 
great depression which includes the Jordan Valley, 
and extends southwards to the Gulf of 'Akabah 
(see art. Arabah, and Plain in vol. iii. p. 893 h ), 
the term 'drdbdh is applied to steppes in general. 
Its renderings in Ev are as follows: Job 24 8 
(|| ito) 39« (|| an{» « salt land '), AV and RV ' wilder- 
ness 11 ; Is 33", Jer 51 43 (in latter || n;» p$) AV 
'wilderness,' RV 'desert'; Am 6" AV 'wilder- 
ness,' RV ' Arabah ' ; Is 35« (II iyp and n;*) 40* 41 19 
(in both II iyp) 51 3 (II njr\t? and ljp), Jer 2 s (II 1919 
and njj yiV) 17' (II "i?T? and k-jk) 50" (II "i?"n? and 

AV and RV 'desert.' In the plur. arbCth the 
word is used of the ' plains ' (AV and RV; better 
'steppes' or 'desert-plains') of Moab (Nu 22 l 
26»- 6 31" 33*- 80 35 1 36", Dt 34') and of Jericho 
(Jos 4 U 5» 2 K 25 B [Jer 39» See art. Plain, 

I.e. 

3. nyjn (in plur. nSa-jn), from a root meaning to be 

waste or desolate, is 3 times tr" 1 ' desert(s) ' in AV: 

Ps 102 s (|| i?-}9 ; LXX oU'jwt&oi> ; RV • waste places '), 

Is 48« (so also RV; LXX t/»uun), Ezk 13« (RV 

' waste places ' ; LXX f 017/101). Elsewhere EV 

offers such renderings as ' waste(s),' ' desolation^),' 

' waste places,' ' desolate places ' : Lv 28* 1- a , Ezr 9 s , 

Is 5" 44* 49 IB 51" 52" 58 12 61* 64 10 , Jer 7" 22 1 25 9 - »• 18 

27 17 44* «• * 49", Ezk 5 M 25 ,s 26 20 29»- 19 33 s *- n 35 4 
384. 10. » 3 gs | Dn 9 s > Ma j |4 ; Ps 96 . qqm j ob 314, T]ie 

proper application of this Heb. term is to cities 
or districts once inhabited, but now lying waste (cf. 
the use of n?r 'devastation' and its cognates in 
Is l 7 5» 6", Jer 42 18 , Ezk 35'), although it is once 
(Is 48 ai ) used of the Wilderness of the Wanderings. 
Its nearest Eng. equivalents are 'waste(s)' and 
' ruin(s).' 

4. |tei^.— See Jeshimon. 8. rn Ay yah is twice 
tr* ' wilderness ' in A V: Job 30 s (RV ' dry ground ' ; 
LXX ApvSmi), Ps 78" (RV 'desert,' RVm 'a dry 
land ' ; LXX krvdpos ; here used of the Wilderness 
of the Wanderings). Its projjer meaning is 'dry 
ground ' (cf. njrn* of Ps 63 a fiVf of Is 25 s 32 s , 
and yfy [AV ' parched ground,' RV 'glowing sand,' 
RVm ' mirage '] of Is 35*). In Is 13» 84", Jer 50 s ", 
Ps 74", D'Tf is used of wild beasts of the desert ; in 
Is 23" [unless we emend, with Ols., to c*y, or take 
the won!, with Marti, to mean ' seamen '] and Ps 72 s 
[but prob. read, with Ols., Duhm, et al., onx] of 
human inhabitants of these arid tracts. 

6. wh tohu occurs in the collocation jiov; W?; tnhf 
(LXX iv Styci Kaufxarot, £t> yy dvudpip), lit. ' in the 
waste of the howling of a desert ' = ' in the howling 
(adj.) waste of a desert' [on the construction see 
Dnver, ad /or.], Dt 32", where it refers to the 
Wilderness of the Wanderings. It is tr 4 ' wilder- 
ness' by AV and RV in Job 12 34 , and by AV (RV 
' waste 1 ) in Ps 107 40 (LXX eV &pdr V ). The special 
sense of this word is that of a wild desolate expanse 
(Job 6 18 ' they [the caravans] go up into the waste 
and perish '). It is the term applied to the chaotic 
confusion that preceded the creation (Gn l 2 ; cf. 
Jer 4 4S , where the prophet beholds the earth re- 
turned to the primeval tohu xodbohA ; and contrast 
Is 45" ' He created it not a waste ' [but perhaps 
here the word = ' in vain,' RVm]). 

7. The NT terms are ipniida and (prj/xot (the latter 
used ei tlier as adj. with roxot or the like, or alone, 
in the fern., with x^P* understood). As a rule AV 
tr. the substantives by ' wilderness ' and the adjec- 
tive by 'desert.' RV changes 'desert' of AV into 
' wilderness' in Mt 24'* and Jn 6 31 as tr. of tpwios. 



Conversely, it changes ' wilderness ' of Lk Sf* 8 a 
into • deserts ' as tr. of al tpvt"*, and into ' a desert 
place' in Mt 15 s * and Mk 8* as tr. of ipi/da. It 
also reads ' a desert place ' for ' a solitary place ' in 
Mk V as tr. of (pi)tun rbrwtn. 

The wilderness of J ud.-ea witnessed the com- 
mencement of John the Baptist's ministry (Mt 
3 1 II). An unnamed wilderness, probably the Quar- 
antania of tradition, was the scene of our Lord's 
temptation (Mt 4> ||). The words of Ac 8* * Arise 
and go toward the south unto the way that goeth 
down from Jerusalem unto Gaza: the samz is 
desert' (aC-rij tori* tprfuot), have occasioned a good 
deal of difficulty. If aCrv could be taken as re- 
ferring to 6Sii, the statement might be justified, 
for the road that is probably in view actually 
passes through the desert (so Robinson, BRP* iu 
514). But it is more natural to refer af-r^ to 
Gaza, and this city was, in Philip's time, quite a 
flourishing one. G. A. Smith (UGHL 187) seeks 
to evade this difficulty by supposing the allusion 
to be to Old Gaza, by which the rood ran, and 
to which the title £017/101 may have clung, even if 
it were not actually deserted. Upon the whole, 
however, it appears preferable to regard the words 
' the same is desei t ' as a late marginal gloss which 
has found its way into the text. 

On Oriental superstitions about the wilderness as 
the haunt of demons see art. DEMON, vol. i. p. 590. 

J. A. Selbie. 

WILDERNE8S OF JUD£A. — See Judaea 
(Wilderness op). 

WILDERNESS OF THE WANDERINGS. — See 

Exodus and Journev to Canaan. 

WILL, WOULD. — 1. These Eng. words are often 
used in AV with a signiticance that is hidden 
from the reader who does not consult the Heb. 
or Greek. RV has done much, esp. in the NT, to 
show their force, but much has yet to be done. 

Will was originally an independent verb (Anglo- 
Sax, willan or wyllan. Middle Eng. willcn), and 
expressed, either transitively or in trans., a wish or 
resolve, as Bacon, Essays, p. 77, ' It is common 
with Princes (saith Tacitus) to will contradictories' ; 
p. 40, ' In evill, the best condition is not to will ; 
the second, not to can.' As an indep. verb 'will* 
was often followed by an infin., with or without a 
direct object. Thus Bacon, Essays, p. 255," 'The 
French king willed his Chauncellor or other mini- 
ster to repeate and say over Fraunce as many 
times as the other had recited the severall do- 
minions'; Knox, Hist. p. 317, ' Thinke not (said 
bee), Madame, that wrong was done unto you, 
when you are willed to be subject unto God*' 

But as the Eng. verb lost its inflexions, cer- 
tain verbs, themselves originally independent, were 
used to form its tenses, etc. One of these was 
will, though in this case it was rather to supply 
a defect than . to replace a lost inflexion, there 
being no future inflexion in the Eng. verb.* 'Will* 
did not cease to be an indep. verb when it became 
an auxiliary ; it was used sometimes in the one 
way, sometimes in the other. And as Elizabethan 
writers felt at liberty to insert or omit the 'to' 
before an infin. as they pleased, f it has now become 

• ' Shall ' was used as the auxiliary of the future before ' win,' 
and, as Earle says {Philolopy, t 304), ' will hag carved all the 
area it occupies out of the domain of shall' In the Intend, to 
The PtaU-r of 1539 (Murray, 1894), Earle points out that viO 
as an auxiliary ' is hardly to be found in Saxon tiroes, it is even 
strange to Wyclif in the 14th cent, it w not firmly established 
in the Bible of 1538. It is encroaching upon thall and driving 
it back, but its limits are not yet determined. And this 
aggressiveness of will, which has long ceased in the central 
places of the language, is still moving at the extremities, like 
the flapping of the waves on the shore after the subsiding of a 
storm at sea.' 

t Shakespeare uses great freedom with this ' to,' frequently 



Digitized by 



Google 



very difficult to distinguish ' will ' as an auxiliary 
expressing the future tense, from ' will' as an indep. 
verb followed by an inlin. without * to.' Cf. Mt 
10 28 'There is nothing covered that shall not be 
revealed,' with 1 1* * Neither knoweth any man the 
Father save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him.' The former is a simple future 
(4 o6k i.voKaXwpBi)aeTai, Vulg. quod non revelabitur), 
the other is the verb to will with an in fin. of the 
following verb, the ' to' being omitted (<p ear PoOXrjrai 
6 vlds awonaXinpai, Vulg. mi voluerit filius revelare, 
Rhem. 'to whom it shal please the Sonne to re- 
veale,' RV ' to whomsoever the Son willeth to 
reveal him '). 

The attempt has sometimes been made to 
distinguish the indep. verb ' to will ' from the 
auxil. verb ' will ' by their inflexions, ' to will ' 
when indep. being often inflected will, wiliest, 
willeth or wills ; pas.t willed ; and the aux. will, 
wilt, will, past would. But this distinction cannot 
be maintained, the indep. verb being often inflected 
as the auxiliary. Thus Jg 1" 'What wilt thou?' 
(H^-n;, RV 'What wouldest thou?') ; Mt 13» * wilt 
thou then that we go and gather them up ? ' {OiXeis 
oCr, RV as AV) ; Jn 1** ' Jesus would go forth into 
Galilee ' (t^Ajjcw 4&X6eii> ; Vulg. voluit exire, RV 
4 was minded to go forth'); so Article, x. (1553) 
* Those that have no will to good things. He 
maketh them to will, and those that would evil 
things, He maketh them not to will the same ' ; 
Piers Plowman, vi. 213— 

* And now wolde I witen [ = 'know,' inf.) of the what were 

thebert.' 

The earlier versions are often a guide to the use 
of 'will,' 'would,' in AV. But it is often necessary 
to consult the Heb. or Greek, when it may ba 
considered probable that at least when represent- 
ing an original indep. verb • will ' and ' would ' are 
themselves independent. The verbs most frequently 
represented are in OT 'dbah, and in NT OtXw and 
pouXofjai, * all meaning to will, purpose, desire. 
Clapperton (Pit/alls in Bible English, p. 90) gives 
the loll, list of passages which demand special 
attention : Mt 11* 15" 16", Mk 6 , "-», Lk 11", Jn 
1« 5« V\ Col 1" 1 Ti 5' 1 , Tit 3 s . 

2. Occasionally the following verb is omitted 
after ' will' and ' would,' as Ps 81" ' Israel would 
none of me ' ; Pr l 28 ' Ye . . . would none of my 
reproof ' ; l 30 4 They would none of my counsel ' ; 
Sir IS"-" 1 "* 'Like will to like.' So Jn IB*** Rhem. 
'Professing that themselves will no king but Ca-sar, 
he yeldeth unto them.' Especially is this so with 
verbs of motion, as Tindale, Works, i. 147, ' The 
wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest his 
voice, and wottest not whence he cometh, nor 
whither he will'; Tindale, Exjms. 23, 'Whosoever 
will to heaven, must buy it of them ' ; Ezk 28 a 
Cov. ' Beholde o Sidon, I wil upon the, and get me 
honoure in the.' 

3. There are passages in AV in which ' will ' 
would now be considered redundant, as Gn 32" ' I 
fear hiin, lest he will come, and smite me' (RV 
4 lest he come ') ; Lv 2' ' When any will otter a 

omitting- where we should now insert, and sometimes insert- 
ing where we should omit. Cf. Othello, II. iii. 190, ' You were 
wont' be civil,' with iv. ii. 12, 'I durst, my Lord, to'wager she 
is honest.' The omission is found also in Milton, Suniict to Mr. 
Lawrence— 

' Where shall we sometimes meet, and by the Are 
Help waste a sullen day 1" ' 

And Guest quotes two consecutive lines from the Mirror for 
Magistrates, one of which omits, the other inserts this ' to — 

1 And though we owe [= ought) the fall of Troy requite, 
Yet let revenge thereof from gods to light.' 

• For the distinction between Bik* and 0»i,Xipuu consult 
EUicott on 1 Ti 5", Lightfoot on I'hilem 13 , Mayor on Ja 3«, 
Sanday-Headlam on Ro 7"\ and esp. ' the full and excellent 
note' [Sanday-Headlam] in Thayer, A'.T. Lex. $.v. BtXi. 



meat ottering unto the Lord ' (RV 4 when anyone 
ott'ereth ') ; Mt O 38 ' Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into 
his harvest' (RV 'that he send'): Mk 8 a 'No 
man can enter into a strong man's house, and 
spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong 
man ' (RV ' except he first bind '). 

J. Hastings. 

WILL. — In this art. the consideration of (he 
teaching of the Bible regarding both t le Divine 
and the human Will is to be included. These 
may seem at first sight to be subjects of very 
different kinds ; nevertheless, an adequate treat- 
ment of either must clearly be impossible if the 
other is not taken into account. The light of 
revelation falls upon both the human and the 
Divine will in the sphere of their relations to one 
another. We deiive our idea of the Divine will in 
Scripture chiefly, if not entirely, from what we are 
told of God's mind towards and purpose for man, 
which have led and lead to action on His part, where- 
by the action of the human will must necessarily 
lw conditioned. And, further, Scripture is no 
exception to the rule that the ideas which men 
can frame or receive about God are affected by 
their knowledge of themselves. The conceptions 
commonly formed of the mind and soul of man 
have ever been transferred to the Divine nature, 
with more or with less qualification and exten- 
sion ; and this has especially been the case in the 
absence of philosophical thought, and particularly 
so in primitive times. 

i. Biblical terms for the act of willing.— The 
psychological and metaphyseal, and to some ex- 
tent also the theological, ideas of early ages, and 
of the majority of men at all times, are to be 
studied in language. It is, then, first to be ob- 
served that there is no word either in OT or NT 
for the will, as a faculty ; and even the act of 
willing is not contemplated in an abstract manner. 
As a point of some psychological interest we may 
also note, that of the two Heb. words in frequent 
use which seem to describe an act of the will most 
purely as such (;k: in Pi. and >i?$), one has a 
negative signification, and the other is almost in- 
variably joined with a negative. (The exceptions 
are Is l 1 *, Job 39*). It is in the absence of ap- 
parent reason, and in the resistance ottered to a 
pressure from without, that the power of will is 
most Imrely presented, and therefore most readily 
apprehended. We may compare our term ' wil- 
fulness.' The latter ot the two Heb. words just 
named is often used of the wrongful assertion 
of the human will in opposition to the Divine 
will {e.g. Ps 81 ,8 < ,, > J Pr P>). See also, as regards 
the former word, Ex 7". The notion of an exer- 
tion of the will, not for resistance but for the 
achievement of something, appears to be most dis- 
tinctly conveyed by h*\ in Hi ph., but it is not so 
common as either of the words above mentioned. 
Lit. it means to set oneself, determine, undertake, 
to do something ; a sense which we can trace in the 
LXX rendering &pxt<rOai. 

We need also to consider the whole group of 
words signifying to desire (mt, in Pi. and Hitlip., 
and Tjp), to take pleasure in (f50), to favour 
and nyj), to love (an$ and pVQ), to cliobsc (v?). 
Where there has as yet been little or no psycho- 
logical reflexion, such words may, and commonly 
do, involve the notion of willing. The mind has 
not become accustomed to distinguish between 
the motive— whether this consists in some purpose 
which commends itself to the reason, or a physical 
want, or external attraction acting upon the senses 
— and its adoption by the will ; nor, again, be- 
tween the act of the will and the feeling which 
accompanies its exercise. This is eminently true 
of the language of OT. In the case of men, indeed, 
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there is the beginning of a distinction in the 
prominence given to the phenomena of tempta- 
tion, but it is not followed out philosophically ; 
while in regard to God, who can effect what He 
pleases, the distinction naturally does not suggest 
itself in the same way. 

< The fact, however, which is perhaps of most 
significance for us is that all words of this 
class, without material exception, even those 
which have the most decidedly physical associa- 
tions, or which are used frequently in a liad sense, 
are applied to God no less than to men in the 
Hebrew OT. Thus ppn to cleave in love to (used 
©f sexual passion, Gn 34 8 ), though also more gener- 
ally for what the mind desires (1 K 9"), is used 
of God's love to Israel (Dt V 10 ,& ), and also of 
man's love to God (Ps 91") ; while t?ij to covet (Ex 
20' 7 , and Mic 2 s ) describes God's feeling for Zion, 
Ps 68 17 ('"). It is used also of a spiritual desire 
in man, Ps 19 ; °tni. Some words, such as jjn to 
favour, and its subst. jn favour, grace, .-qrj and 
juq, with much the same meaning, and tijj to 
choose, have, esp. through their Greek repre- 
sentatives, come to be more particularly con- 
nected in our minds with the mysteries of saving 
grace ; but their early history was not dissimilar 
to the rest, i.e. their transference to God was at 
first somewhat crudely anthropomorphic. The 
instance of to love, to which further reference 
will be made, should especially bring this home 
to us. 

In the LXX several of these Heb. words are 
most commonly rendered by (HovXevOai, dtXtip, and 
tii&oKtip, which more simply express the act of 
willing : — all three are used for n:$ and psn, oi) 
PovXeodai and oi) eVXccr for |Kp, (HXctp and eMoKtlv 
for rrf-> ; for nin, OtXeir, and also imOvntlv ; for T?n, 

CXeaOai, eiiSoKeiw, and imOvpetp. A feeling is, 
vever, manifested in the LXX that some dif- 
ference of language is advisable in speaking of 
God ; iriOvnttv is avoided in connexion with Him. 
a.T$ also, in the case both of God's love for men 
and men's love for God, is translated not by <fn\tu> 
but by &ya.T$p, though it is to be added that this 
is, on the whole, the commoner rendering of the 
word in all contexts, and that tpiXeTv is used for 
the love of wisdom (Pr 8" 29* Wis 8 4 ). 

The non-classical word Sikij/tu is many times 
used both for rtn and j^rj, and for the latter 
sometimes also c&SokIz. 

The nsage of NT is based upon, and in the main 
conforms to, that of LXX. In regard to eiXrj/M, in 
particular, we may observe that alike in LXX and 
NT it frequently denotes an individual wish or 
desire, and hence is used in pi. (Ps 102 (103) 7 - 21 , 
Ac IS**, Eph 2ty_ But it may also describe such 
a permanent inclination as shows the bent of the 
character (Sir 32> 7 , cf. BiXiptt in 2 Ch 15 18 , and 
BotiXrivux in 1 P 4 8 ). Other noteworthy uses are to 
be found in Jn 1", 2 P l* 1 . In Rev 4' 1 the created 
universe is said to proceed from an act of the 
Divine will, for in accordance with biblical usage 
we must understand OtXi/pa to denote an act here 
rather than a faculty. 

ii. The human will. — In considering the con- 
ception of the human will and its present con- 
dition, ns well as of the Divine will, to be derived 
from the Bible, grave subjects which have been 
treated in other articles (Fall, Grace, Pre- 
destination, and Election) come before us 
again ; but they are to be regarded here, as it 
were, on their psychological, moral, and meta- 
physical side, and such a view of them may assist 
us in rightly apprehending them. At the same 
time, we may expect that some light will be thrown 
by the study in which we are engaged on questions 
which have been debated in the philosophical 
schools. It is true that little, if any, trace is to 



WILL 



be found in any part of the Bible of direct specu- 
lation on the nature and prerogatives either of the 
human or the Divine will. Nevertheless, through 
the vivid presentation in Scripture of moral and 
spiritual truth in its practical bearing on man, 
important elements in the problems relating both 
to the will in man and to God's will are brought 
into relief, and this may contribute to the right 
solution of those problems. 

1. The proposition that the will is free is com- 
monly understood, alike by those who assert and 
those who deny it, to mean that man has, at least 
within certain limits, the power of self-determina- 
tion, of yielding to or resisting motives, —those | 
which arise within him as well as those which 
plainly have their origin without him, — and of I 
modifying his own character in some degree. The 
notion of moral freedom, however, which meets us 

in Scripture is something different from this. It I 
appears there simply as the opposite of the bondage 
of sin. From this point of view, * to be free ' is to i 
have the power of acting according to one's true ! 
nature as God designed it ; and those whom we 
cannot imagine to be any longer capable of doing I 
wrong, like the perfected saints, because no I 
tendency to evil remains in them and they are 
thoroughly established in holiness, would yet in 
this sense be free, indeed the only true freemen 
(Jn 8 w -» Ro 6"-* 1 S 18 " ; cf. also Ja 1» 2"). There 
is evidently profound truth in this conception : 
such must be the freedom of God Himself. 

2. Nevertheless, Christian theologians of all 
schools have ever deduced from Scripture that 
man, originally at least, possessed free will in 
the common sense of the term, whether they 
admit that he still retains it to any extent or 
not. And, indeed, even apart from what is im- 
plied in the narrative of the Fall and all subse- 
quent express statements (e.g. Ec 7*, Ro l 11 "*), 
this alone is compatible with the Scripture doctrine 
of God as at once the all-powerful and all-wise 
and the perfectly good Creator. Man's fallen con- 
dition must be due to his own fault. For some 

S-od reason God suffered man to be tempted, but 
e intended that the temptation should be, as it 
might have been, withstood. Sufficient light had 
been granted to man to enable him to discern the 
true good, and power to choose it ; yet he chose 
evil.. 

It is worthy of note that even those who have 
been most ready to silence criticism of the moral ity 
of the action which is attributed to God in theories 
of the method and scope of redemption, by alleging 
that these are matter of Divine revelation, and by 
declaring that God's ways are not to be submitted 
to a human tribunal, have yet themselves asserted, 
and sought to convince men of, the justice of man's 
punishment on the ground that in Adam he brought 
it upon himself. 

But we must go a step further. The attempt to 
satisfy the sense of human justice, significant as it 
is when made in the quarters just indicated, must 
break down so long as it is supposed that men lost 
their moral freedom totally by the first fall, and 
therewith all hope of salvation except in so far as 
they should be visited by irresistible grace, which 
to some, and even the majority of the race, would 
never come at all. The Bible, we are bold to affirm, 
does not support such a position. It is true that it 
speaks of man as enslaved by sin, as unable to 
accomplish his own deliverance, as dependent upon i 
God at every step for salvation, and even for the 
first motions towards good (Eph 2'- *• 8 , Ro 3**, Tit 
3 4 -°, Jn 6**- a ). But the strongest statements to this ' 
effect, even if they stood alone, could not fairly be 
made to mean that nothing depends on the con- 
sent, or resistance, of man's own will to the work 
of God in and upon him. And by the sacred 
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writers who insist most emphatically on man's 
helplessness by himself, as well as in other parts 
of Scripture, it is plainly declared, or assumed, 
that he is responsible for "being compliant (Jn l** - 
5*" and 6", Ph 2"), and in more general terms for 
his .temper of mind and conduct, and that he will 
be punished or rewarded on ordinary principles of 
justice (Ro 2»- 14 Jn 7") ; in short, that each 

man bom into the world is put to a probation still, 
however the conditions of his trial may be affected 
by the failures and successes of all who have gone 
before. So that the tragic interest and solemnity 
of the story of Adam's fall lies not only in the 
thought of what was lost for the human race from, 
the beginning of its history, but also in its being 
the type of a conflict between good and evfl 
which is perpetually renewed in the soul of every 
man. 

It is less than the truth to say, as many do, that 
the recognition accorded in Scripture to the prin- 
ciple of man's moral freedom on the one hand, and 
its doctrine of grace on the other, present an in- 
soluble antinomy, and that those who accept the 
authority of the Bible must accept both, though 
with a sense that they cannot be reconciled. This 
is certainly a wiser attitude than that of those who 
virtually deny the one in the interests of the other. 
It must, however, be admitted on reflexion that 
the sacred writers themselves do not seem to be 
conscious of any contradiction ; and we cannot but 
infer that if to us there seems to be one it is largely 
of our own making, through the effect upon our 
minds of later controversies and the traditions they 
have left. The real difficulties in connexion with 
the conception of the freedom of the will are not, 
in point of fact, raised through the endeavour to 
combine in one view those moral and spiritual 
truths regarding Divine grace and human responsi- 
bility to which the Bible bears testimony, nor 
could they naturally have been indicated there. 
We gather from its teaching that the Spirit of 
God is the source of all moral and spiritual good, 
that Divine grace must be present with and must 
precede all rightful action of the human will, that 
this grace is bestowed in some measure upon all, 
and always with the design of leading on to salva- 
tion ; but that it rests with man to respond to the 
Divine love, to yield to the Divine promptings. 

Confusion and error have probably been intro- 
duced into the subjects disputed by Augustinians, 
Calvinists, and Pelagians, more through the too 
narrow notion of Divine grace in which all alike 
shared— as though it were to be traced only in de- 
finite Christian faith and its special fruits, and in 
the godly of Israel under the Old Dispensation— 
than from any other cause. Hence the Calvinist 
has been led to make a distinction between an 
' effectual ' grace granted in certain cases, and an 
operation of God's Spirit in other cases which has 
no saving purpose, and to regard the signs of moral 
and spiritual life in a multitude of instances as 
wholly illusory. Hence also, on the other hand, 
the Pelagian has supposed man to be capable of 
many kinds of good apart from God. .Nowhere 
does the mistake to which reference has been made 
appear more clearly as the initial source of error 
than in the doctrine of certain schoolmen that 
grace was to be deserved de congruo, the authors 
of which theory evidently aimed at presenting that 
which they regarded as the truth in Pelagianism 
in the form in which it would be least open to 
attack. For here it was supposed that though 
man could not be finally saved without grace, yet 
by a character and a course of conduct, in shaping 
and inspiring which grace had had no part, he 
could win it. The different opinions here referred 
to are unscriptural. baseless, and profoundly irre- 
ligious. In contrast with all alike we would place 



the belief— justified, as we contend, by particular 
declarations of Scripture, and still more by a com- 
prehensive view of the Divine training of man. 
which finds its clearest interpretation in the Bible 
— that no human spirit is left destitute of the life- 
giving visitations of the Divine Spirit, and that, 
rudimentary as that moral and spiritual life may 
be which at first He has sought or seeks to create 
and to foster, e.g. in the savage or in many even 
of those who live in Christian lands, no bounds 
can be set to the growth which may, and which He 
intends should, result in this world or another, 
wherever the human will is consentient. This is 
consistent with our ideas of justice, while at the 
same time it recognizes man's absolute dependence 
always upon God's grace, and can afford man no 
ground for claiming merit in the sight of God ; 
for there can be no merit in his allowing himself 
to be saved, though he may justly expose himself 
to blame and loss if he frustrates God's merciful 
design. Further, it does not lower the super- 
natural to the level of the natural, though it 
treats that which is often called mere natural 

rness as itself the outflow of a supernatural 
and as one of the lower stages, it may be, 
in an ascent to the highest saintliness. 

3. To the extent, then, at least of giving or 
withholding that response to the leading of the 
Divine Spirit of which we have spoken, man is, 
according to the teaching of Scripture, free. It 
will, however, be said on behalf ot Necessitarian- 
ism by adherents of the so-called Experience 
Philosophy, or Naturalism, that this response 
itself, and with it every feeling, thought, purpose, 
so far as they are not determined by causes now 
external to the individual, are the result of char- 
acter, which has been itself completely determined 
and could be fully accounted for, and its products 
also predicted, if we knew fully the human beings 
parentage and life-history, as well as his present 
circumstances, and if the whole combination were 
not too complex for us to deal with by the aid of 
any science which we possess or are likely to pos- 
sess. The force of this reasoning— and it cannot 
be denied that it has force— lies in the fact that to 
a very large extent mental phenomena are, or may 
with a high degree of probability t>e held to be, 
subject to Natural Law, and that the rapid and 
vast extension in our conception of its domain 
which has in recent times taken place, predis- 
poses us to believe that all our experience may in 
reality come under it. On the other side, however, 
it may be urged that the consciousness in man of 
a power of choice, of a sense of responsibility for 
his conduct, his conviction often that he might 
have done better or acted in some way otherwise 
than he has, and the remorse which he feels, in spite 
of his readiness to complain of the action of an 
adverse fate, the blame which he imputes to him- 
self or to others for any lack of loyalty to truth 
and right, of firmness and of courage, are facts 
which cannot be satisfactorily explained on the 
principles of Naturalism. We seem here to be 
Drought face to face with an element in the sources 
of human character and action which, whatever 
its laws may be, is not subject merely to laws 
analogous to those which we can trace in the 
physical order, — a power of self-determination, a 
force which within a limited — in each individual a 
very limited — range is truly creative, a causation 
which is not merely phenomenal but real. As 
believers in the biblical revelation, we can suppose 
only that the all- wise and loving Creator, without 
diminishing aught from the fulness of His own 
power, has yet, in making man a spiritual being, 
imparted to him a certain— by comparison infini- 
tesimal—amount of power like His own, and left 
him to make an independent use of it with a 
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view to the discipline and training which he would 
thus receive, and also to the response which the 
creature might then render to the Creator, and 
which would be otherwise impossible (cf. R. 
Browning, Christinas Eve and Easter Day, § 5). 
On the philosophical side we derive support for 
this view from many of the ablest thinkers of the 
past 150 years, from Kant and Hegel onwards, 
though it is necessary that we should emphasize 
the separation between the human and the Divine 
will more decidedly than some of the transcen- 
dental school do, in order to guard against Pan- 
theism and against falling again virtually into 
Necessitarianism, though one of a different kind 
from that before spoken of. 

Before passing on, it may be well to point out 
to what a small extent there can be any alliance 
between those theologians who hold that man 
altogether lost freedom of the will by the Fall, and 

fihilosophical Necessitarians of any school. The 
atter build upon their conception of what has 
ever been the constitution of man, of nature, and 
of the universe ; whereas the theologians to whom 
we have referred regard, and must regard, man 
as, according to his original and true constitution, 
free. It is only in attempts to prove that man's 
belief in his own freedom is wholly illusory that 
they can make common ground ; but this is the 
weakest part of the philosophers' case. 

On the other hand, men in general, and that 
common-sense philosophy which has aimed only 
at formulating common opinion and at making it 
self -consistent, show far too little sense of the 
mystery attaching to the freedom of the will, or 
of the binding power of character, which, though 
not so fixed as to be beyond all possibility of being 
modified even by the action of the will itself, can, 
in general, only be altered slowly. But Holy 
Scripture, which lays so much stress on the bond- 
age of sin, the operation of Divine grace, and the 
appointment of the circumstances of human lives 
by Divine Providence, cannot be said to ignore the 
limitations to human freedom. In this connexion 
it is iui|Hjrtant to observe that man's responsibility 
for the use of any freedom that he possesses is not 
diminished in proportion to the smallness of its 
amount. He is as much bound to turn to good 
account what he has if it be but a very little, 
as if its stock were practically unlimited. So 
at least he must be on the Scriptural view of 
his hopes and opportunities The effort *o strive 
against strongly riveted habits of evil might not 
seem worth while on the supposition that the 
time for seeking to undo them was very brief, 
and that he was left solely to what he could 
accomplish for himself and to human assistance ; 
but it is otherwise if the influences of the Divine 
Spirit are at his disposal, and there is a prospect 
of infinite time in which a change in his nature 
may be effected. Thus it is that the Bible can 
give such prominence to the necessities affecting 
our human condition, and yet inspire and stimulate 
human endeavour to the utmost. 

»ii. The Dicine will. — The created universe is 
said to proceed from an act of God's will (Rev 4", 
and cf . Sir 43 18 ; this is, of course, also implied in the 
language used in Gn I s - 8 etc., Ps 33'eti 1 . ; as regards 
the creation of man see Ja l 18 ). His will furnishes 
the true end and rule for human action. Very 
broadly, Jn 7", Ro 12 3 , Col 4", and in the Lord's 
Prayer, Mt6 10 ; with a more special reference, 1 Th 
4*. The Law of the Old Dispensation is not any- 
where directly called ' the will ' of God, but that it 
is a principal expression of God's will is plainly 
suggested in Ro 2"' M . With this passage Jn 
may be compared, l>oth l>eing put into the mouth 
of Jews. 'The will of God' is also used specifi- 
cally of God's purpose of redemption through Christ, 



as by our Lord Himself in speaking of His mission, 
Jn 4" etc., and also in Ac 22", Eph 1". St. Paul 
and others look for indications of God's will U 
direct their missionary course (diXi^ta without art. 
in 1 Co 16" may probably mean GocT a will, cf. 
RVm). It is to be recognized in the ordering of 
events and the variety of human lots (1 P 

This last point brings us to the manifestation of 
God's will in the choice of some for special des- 
tinies or for temporal, moral, and spnitnal ad- 
vantages— a subject which, on account both of 
its peculiar difficulty and its .connexion with that 
of human responsibility, needs particular con- 
sideration. We have seen that words used in 
tlte<cas£ of men to describe preferences of a- kind , 
for which we do not ordinarily seek to discover j 
rational motives, and which we are content to ' 
treat as matters of individual idiosyncrasy, are , 
applied to God, especially in OT. Such language 
uiay serve to teach in a simple way the lesson of 
the absoluteness of the Divine will. It may im- 
press upon our minds the practical truth that 
when God wills this or that, man's duty lies in 
submission and obedience, or in humble thank- 
fulness for His unmerited favour, on the part 
of those whom He exalts and blesses. But it 
must not be assumed that, when no motive is 
assigned for God's action, therefore it has not 
a moral and rational motive. It has to be 
remembered that if words descriptive of simple 
desire and attraction and the mere exercise of 
will are applied to God, so also are those which 
imply planning and taking counsel with oneself 
(Is 19 17 , Jer 51*, 2Ch 25 18 , Ps 33", Job 12" etc.). j 
There are, besides, passages in which we are ex- 
pressly told what the Lord delights in (1 S 15**, Jer I 
9* Is l 11 65" 66 4 , Pr 11* 12° 15 8 , Ec 5*). Indeed ! 
all those many declarations in OT, that purity and 
righteousness of heart and life are required in 
those who would please God, are here in point ; 
and it is to the principle thus laid down that the 
elevating effect of the religion of Israel was largely 
due. 

The chief objects, however, of God's favour 
mentioned in OT are the Israelite nation and 
David with his royal house. And, in the case of 
the former at least, it may be said, the freedom 
of God's election is insisted on. But the language I 
used can scarcely form a basis for a formal doctrine 
on this subject, and certainly not for a view of it I 
which conveys the notion of arbitrariness. Later 
generations of Israelites were indeed taught that 
God's goodness to them was not due to any merit 
of theirs. But other reasons for it are given : it 
was part of the purpose which He hod been pursu- 
ing from the days of their fathers, men or very 
different worth from themselves, and which He, 
in whom constancy is so notable a characteristic, 
could not abandon, and it was connected also with 
the punishment of other nations for their excep- i 
tional wickedness (Dt D 4 ' 8 8' 8 ). 

Special acts of Divine favour are seen in their 
true place in the light of the revelation of God a 
character as a whole. There could be no more in- 
structive study in the history of the progress of 
the knowledge of God than that which is supplied 
by following out the conception of the love cf (iod 
in the Bible. We have already touched upon the 
gradual refinement of the idea as shown in the use 
of language. But we have to observe also that the 
love of God spoken of in OT is always a distin- 
guishing love tor particular individuals and a par- 
ticular race. The earliest lesson to be learnt by 
men, and all that they were capable of understand- 
ing, was that the good which happened to them- 
selves was the result, not of chance or fate but of 
God's appointment, and the proof of His merciful 
regard. As we pass on to the NT the image is pre- 
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.-.en ted by Christ Himself of the Universal Father 
who loves impartially all His human children. It 
i i evident that this revelation ought to control all 
more partial views. 

Those who at first were mode the recipients of 
special privileges could not fully enter into the 
largeness of the Divine intention in their bestowal. 
But this became apparent when the Church of 
Christ became the heir of the truth communicated 
to Israel. The principle of special grace and voca- 
tion was not then abandoned. It is indeed written 
large in human experience, and in the days of the 
first preaching of the gospel it was manifested in 
a new and deeper manner than ever before. Its 
application to individuals took the place of that to 
a nation, while spiritual blessings absorbed the 
attention which had been largely occupied by such 
as were material. But God's purpose in confer- 
ring such favours, viz., that those whom He 
chooses and calls to receive special knowledge, 
or upon whom any gift is conferred, should l>e 
ministers of it to others, is plainly set forth (Gal 
1 M , Ro 1>, 1 P 4 W - Ro ll u - »-*). 

V. H. Stanton. 

WILL. — See Testament. 

WILL-WORSHIP is the tr. in AV (1611 'will- 
worship,' mod. edd. two words 'will worship,' RV 
restores ' will-worship ') of iOeXoOpr/o-Kla in its only 
occurrence, Col 2 J . The tr. is probably suggested 
by the Gen. NT (1557) 'voluntarie worshipping,' 
where the Geneva translator seems to use the adj. 
'voluntary' in the unusual sense of 'arbitrary.' 
The Gen. Bible (1560) has 'voluntarie religion,' 
and explains in the marg. 'Suche as men have 
chosen according to their own fantasie.' 

Cran. and Rhem. have 'superstition' after Vulg. 
superstitio. Fuller adopts the word ' will-worship' 
in Holy State, p. 70, ' One Ceremony begat another, 
there being no bounds in will-worship, wherewith 
one may sooner be wearied than satisfied.' And 
Jer. Taylor uses 'will-worshipper,' Rule of Con- 
science, II. iii. 13, 'He that says, God is rightly 
worshipped by an act or ceremony concerning 
which himself hath no way expressed his pleasure, 
is superstitious or a will-worshipper. ' These quota- 
tions probably explain the Gr. word aright. 

J. Hastings. 

WILLOW TREE [nsm zaphzaphdh ; WILLOWS, 
D'yi^'drdbtm [only in pi.]). — Both these Heb. words 
appear to be used for tne willow, although some 
consider the latter to be the poplar (see Oxf. Heb. 
Lex. and authorities cited s.v.). The former is the 
connate of the Arab. safs&f, which is generic for 
willow. The latter is the cognate of the Arab. 
gharab, which signifies a willow, more particularly 
the weeping willow, Salix Babylonica, L. %aph- 
fuphdh occurs but once (Ezk 17 s ), in a poetical 
rhapsody concerning the transplanting of a cedar 
top, contrary to its nature, apparently to the 
waterside, where a plant from the seed of the 
land is set out as a willow, and spreads as a vine. 
Ardbim occurs in five places. In all of them the 
fact that willow trees grow by the watercourses 
is alluded to. « Willows of the wady ' (Lv 23 w ) 
were taken for booths during the Feast of Taber- 
nacles. The lair of Behemoth was among the 
' willows of the wady ' (Job 40^). ' By the rivers 
of Babylon . . . upon the willows ... we hanged 
our harps' (Ps 137"). Moab carried 'riches . . . 
to the wady of the willows' (Is 15 7 AVm 'valleys 
of the Arabians '). Israel is to ' spring up among 
the grass as willows by the watercourses' (Is 44 4 ). 
Eight species of willow grow in the Holy Land — 
Salix Safsaf, Forsk., S. frapilis, L., the brittle 
willow, S. alba, L., the white willow, S. Baby- 
lonica, L., the weeping willow, S. triandra, L., 
6'. Caprata, L., the Caprrean willow, S. pedicel- 



lata, Desf., the stalked willow, and S. nigri- 
cans, Pres., the blackish willow (Arab. bdn). 
The first four are far more abundant than the 
latter. One of the peaks of Jebel Musa, in Sinai, 
is called RdS es-Sa/sdfeh, from some willow trees 
at its base. No allusion is made in Scripture u 
the economic uses of the willow. Its tranche* 
are much used at the present day for basket-work 
Willows are planted or grow spontaneously by all 
watercourses, and are characteristic trees of the 
landscape. The 'wady of the willows' (Is J5 7 ), 
LXX <p6.pa.yya 'Apapas, Vulg. torrens salicum, is 
probably a wady at one of the boundaries of Moab, 
with willows by its watercourses. If it be the 
southern boundary, it may be the same as *?n; 
"TOP 'the wady of the 'Arabah (or of the Willow),' 
which was the soathern border in the days of 
Amos (6 U ), about 70 years ■ earlier. What this 
was is uncertain. Wady Kerak, a part of thi* 
valley, is said by Irby to be called Wady es 
Safsaf = Valley of the Willow. G. E. Post. ' 

WIMPLES is AV tr. in Is 3* (only) of rfn*?p (RV 
'shawls'). See art. Dress, vol. i. p. 627", and 
Mantle, vol. iii. p. 240*. The word 'wimple' 
means a covering for the neck (Anglo Sax. winpel, 
Old High Ger. wimpal). Skeat guesses ' a cover- 
ing from the wind, taking Anglo-Sax. win-pel as 
from ' wind ' and pell (Lat. pallium) a covering. 

WIND (on rHah ; tnfiot).— In Palestine the life 
of man and beast during the rainless summer 
depends upon the supply of water in the fountains 
for drinking, and in the brooks and streams for 
purposes of irrigation. This supply is in propor- 
tion to the amount of rain and snow deposited 
upon the mountains during the previous winter. 
As the rain is borne inland by the wind, the winds 
become of the highest importance, and are char- 
acterized by their power to produce or prevent 
rain. Hence the wonderfulness of water supplied 
independently of both wind and rain (2 K 3 1 '), and 
the unnaturalness of wind and clouds that do not 
prodnce rain (Pr 25 u , Jude 

i. The Four Winds. — Winds claim attention 
by the periodicity that rules amid continual 
change, as well as on account of the heat and cold, 
dryness and moisture, connected with them. The 
Bible frequently refers to the four winds ( Ezk 37", 
Dn 8 8 , Zee 2 s , Mt 24 S1 , Rev 7'), and the diversity of 
specific influence gives individuality to each, and 

{trepares the way for the figurative use of their 
eauing characteristics. 

(1) North wind (pcrtl" rHah zap/ton).— This is 
distinguished by its coldness and its power of dis- 
persing rain. 'Fair weather (RV 'golden splen- 
dour') cometh out of the north' (Job 37**). In 
Job 37" (' cold out of the north ') the literal mean- 
ing, unless a special constellation be referred to, is 
out of the scattering winds ( R Vm ). I n Pr 2o a ' The 
north wind driveth away (SVirw) rain,' RV gives 
' bringeth forth rain,' the testimony of the climate, 
however, being with the former [although the con- 
text demands the latter. Perhaps the text is 
corrupt ; cf. Targ. ad loc.]. In a day of gloom 
and persistent rain, if one cloud can be seen moving 
from the north it is known that in less than an 
hour the clouds will break up and the sunshine 
will return. 

(2) South wind (dVtj'-> r&ah ddrum).—T\ris wind, 
whether tempestuous (Is 2V, Zee 9 W ) or gentle 
(Ac 27 13 ), is always warm, dry if inclined to S.E., 
and moist if from S.W. Under the S. wind every- 
thing is warm to the touch, and, if it prevails for a 
day or two, all living things become silent under 
its oppressive heat (Job 37"). In Lk 12* 5 it is 
referred to as a sure sign of heat. 

(3) East wind (onp 'n ruah kddim). — This is 
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sometimes called a wind from the wilderness (Job 
l 19 , Jer 4" 13*) ; it is described as strong and gusty 
(Ex 14 s ', Job 27 a 38 s4 , Is 27 8 , Jer 18"), and its 
destructive power was felt at sea (Ps 48 7 , Kzk 27'*). 
It is referred to in Ja l 11 , where the expression 
'with a burning heat' (<ri>r t<£ kclvouvi) is correctly 
rendered by It V ' with the scorching wind ' (see 
Driver on Am 4* and Hos 13 18 , with references). 
During summer a light land-breeze usually prevails 
from sunrise to 9 A.M., and rapidly grows hot under 
the increasing [tower of the sun. 

(4) West wind (d; 'i ruah yam). — This is a moist 
and refreshingly cool breeze. The W. and S. W. 
winds are the bringers of rain (1 K 18"- « Lk 12"). 
If blowing freshly for several days in succession, 
they will cause a shower to fall even during the 
dry summer months. 

In NT various terms are used to describe the 
violence of the wind ; e.g. ' a great wind ' (ivtftot 
p&yas, Jn 6 18 ) ; ' a storm of wind ' (\<uAa^ ivifuov, 
Lk 8 s ) ; ' a great storm of wind ' {\ai\a<p Mpov 
fiey&Xri, Mk 4° 7 ) ; 'a great tempest' ((reur/iit nfyat, 
Mt 8**). 'Tempest is the translation also of 
Xwubw (Ac 27 s "), dOeWa (He 12 ,b ). The 'tempes- 
tuous wind' (dre/wt rwpuputbs, Ac 27"), called 
Euroclvdon, RV 'Euraquilo,' is the E.N.E. gale 
now called levanter, which prevails over the eastern 
half of the Mediterranean. In ancient times it 
troubled the ships of Tarshish (Ps 48 7 ) when return- 
ing deeply laden to Tyre. See Euraquilo. 

li. Fiourative Suggestions. — Wind is the 
symbol of (1) vacuity and nothingness: Job 6 M 15', 
Pr II s * Is 41* Jer 5", Hos 8 7 12 Y . 

(2) Brevity: Job 7 7 , Ps 78 s " 103'« 104 4 . 

(3) Freedom: Pr 27" 30\ Ec 1", Eph 4". 

(4) Power: Job 21" 27", Ps 1* 35* 83", Is 
41 lu 57'* 64 8 , Jer 49*- » 51», Ezk IB"-"; Dn 2 s4 , 
Ja l 8 3*. 

(5) Wte wiU of God : Ps 18'°- lk : 104» 148 8 . 

G. M. Mackie. 
WINDOW.— See art. House, vol. iL p. 435 b , and 
Temple, p. 700». 

WINE — See art. Food, vol. ii. p. 33 f., and Vine, 
p. 868. 

WINEBIBBER (Pr 23» in plu. ]yr*p ; Mt 11", 
Lk 7 s *, olyowbrrii). — The Eng. word comes from 
Coverdale at Pr 23 90 ; AV is the first to use it in 
NT. The verb ' to bib' (perhaps from Lat. bibsre, 
to drink) is still in use, signifying to keep on 
drinking, tipple. Nortli (Plutarch, 847) speaks of 
'Orators that did nothing but bib all the day 
long ' ; and Drant, Horace Sat. VII. E iv, ' Thou 
thinkes by sleepe and bibbinge wyne, to banishe 
out all woes.' The Eng. is a lit. tr. of the Heb. and 
Greek. 

WINEFAT (i.e. Winevat).— See Fat. 

WINE-PRE88.-See Vine, p. 868. 

WINK.— In Ac 17 30 the verb to « wink at' is used 
figuratively of God's longsutfering, ' The times of 
this ignorance God winked at' (vic'epih&v, RV 'over- 
looked '). The same use (also of God) occurs in 
Wis 11 M 'Thou . . . winkestat the sins of men' 
(wapopit, RV 'overlookest ) ; and (of parents) in 
Sir 30" 'Wink not at his follies' (M mpiSys). 
So Golding, Calvin's Job, 559—' Some times God 
sparetli the wicked and wincketh at their mis- 
dedes, and that is to their sorer damnation ' ; and 
Udall, Erasmus" Paraph. iL 284, 'Suche maner of 
faultes of children, those that be ^entil parent** 
doe for the most part winke at, which would not 
sutfre greater offences.' J. Hastings. 

WINNOW.— See Agriculture, Fan, Shovel. 



WISDOM.— 1. Jn the age of the Prophets.— Tha 
Wisdom (nc;ij lioklima) of the Hebrews developed 
itself originally as an independent intellectual 
movement, side by side with the religious one, in 
the form of a half -poetical, half-philosophical * ob- 
servation of nature. We have the earliest remini- 
scences of this in the Fable poetry of the OT (Jg 
2 K 14 9 ), and in the traditions which attach to 
the name of Solomon ( 1 K 5 10 " [Eng. 4»-*]). The 
comparison between the latter and the allied crea- 
tions of Arabia (v. 11 (*')), and the description of the 
material of Solomon's sayings (v. W P*)), show that 
we have to do here with products not of religious 
but of secular poetry. This Wisdom was thought 
of as specially naturalized in Edom (Jer 49 7 , Ob 8 ). 
— The great prophets are upon the whole not 
favourable to this Wisdom, Is 5 s ' 29", Jer 4 a 8 s - • 9* : 
they reproach ' the Wise ' with conceit and immor- 
ality. In the technical language of the prophets, 
iTjIn, i.e. decision by oracle, is attributed to the 
priests (Jer 18", Ezk 7*) ; "i?7, ' the word of Jah- 
weh ' ( = '''' nn Jer. I.e.), to the prophets ; a|2, the 
faculty of self-determination or devising of mea- 
sures, to 'the Wise' (Jer. I.e.). Even before the 
Exile the need made itself felt of fixing the 
teaching of Jahweh and establishing firmly its 
contents. It was this that led to the composition 
of the Book of Deuteronomy. The fierce conflicts 
with false prophets which had to be waged by 
Jeremiah and Ezekiel (Jer 23. 29 s1 *-, Ezk 13) 
tended further in the direction of limiting the in- 
fluence of prophecy ( Dt 18 18 " 1 *). The latter decayed 
to such an extent that in the post-exilic period 
its silence was painfully felt (Ps 74", 1 Mac 
9"). Yet it proved impossible to cause this dry 
branch on the tree of Israel to put forth shoots 
afresh. 

2. Post -exilic development of the Wisdom teach- 
ing.— -The priests and' the Wise,' unlike the pro- 
phets, found a new sphere for their activity after 
the Exile ; the former in the re-established cultus 
of the temple, the latter in the carrying forward 
of the legal religious system which Ezra the scribe 
took in hand after the Return (Ezr 7 s - ,0 ). Yet it 
was a considerable time before the effort to confine 
the whole intellectual life of post-exilic Judaism 
within the limits of rigid law succeeded. The wave 
which stirred tho nations in consequence of the 
establishment of the world -empire of Alexander 
the Great, overflowed the Holy i«and as well, and 
on the other hand carried Judaism far beyond the 
borders of that land to the interior of Asia and all 
the coasts of the Mediterranean. Israel came thus 
everywhere into contact with Greek civilization, 
for the Greeks were from the earliest times a race 
of colonists. 

8. The earliest traces of Oreek influence.— The 
traces of the influence of Greek Wisdom meet us 
lor the first time in the Book of Proverbs (2nd ! 
cent. B.C.), which, in addition to the practical 
wisdom of life which it preaches (hence the name 
norn -mo applied to it in Tos. to Baba bathra, 
146), is acquainted also with a special artificial 
form of gnomic wisdom. On i&f ' likeness,' 
' parable,' attached at first to an object borrowed 
from the world of nature, or -T^O (LXX ffKoreirfc 
\!>yoi) 'hidden allusion' (Pr l 8 ; cf. nyn, ib. and 
Ezk 17 a ), cf. Cheyne, Job and Solomon, London, 
1887, p. 215. 

Wisdom is conceived of in Pr 8***- as a separata 

* Philosophy proper had no existence, and could have none, 
among the Hebrews. A process of thought tree from presup- 
positions was unknown to them. U< d and Divine rcvelat.oa 
were accepted as fixed points. Accordingly, all that was aimed 
at was merely to penetrate deeper into the contents of what 
was given and to define it more precisely. Nor is the form of 
the HoUtma that of the school speech : it is popular. Its 
problems are not theoretical, but concern questions dealing 
with the practical wisdom of life or with go dHn —, 
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Existence whom Jahweh formed as the first of His 

works prior to the creation of earthly things 
(vv »-» c f. v a , up . ^ ^ p B 1391s), Tne 

Jfokhma did not co-operate in the creating of the 
heavens and the earth, for, according^ to vv. 88 '* 10 , 
Jahweh Himself made all things. Hence fc* of 
v.*° cannot be rendered 'master workman' (RV), 
but, upon the analogy of |9kn of Nu 1 l is ('guardian 
of children '), ought to be tr* ' foster-child ' (cf. AV, 
Aquila rtd^povfUmj, Gunkel [Schopfung, 1895, p. 94] 
• Hatschelkind '). The Jfokhma poet's thought is 
that Jahweh, after the toils of creation (which, 
according even to Gn 2*, rendered rest necessary), 
found a diversion, as it were, in this His firstborn 
before the world, as the child played before His 
eyes (Pr 8 S0b ). Wisdom is thus, in the mind of our 
poet, not a principle at work in the forming of the 
world, since she was only an onlooker at this and 
at the fashioning of individual objects. She has, 
according to Pr 8 31b , to do with men alone. In these 
she finds her delight, to them alone she turns with 
her call to hear instruction ( v° Pr 8 s3 ). It is thus 
purely ethical aims to which she seeks to lead men, 
by whom, of course, from the Judaistic standpoint, 
are meant simply Israelites. 

The notion of the Divine Jfokhma as a separate 
Existence outside of and over against Jahweh, is, 
however, as un - Isroelitish as possible and abso- 
lutely opposed to the monotheism of the tnie mrr 
(Dt 6 J ) that had become firmly established since the 
time of Deuteronomy. It can be explained only 
as due to the influence of Greek philosophy, accord- 
ing to which the archetypes of things {ipx^rvrot 
iSiau, Plato, Timaus, p. 29) or the powers of the Divine 
essence diffused throughout the world (the koivoX 
twoiax of the Stoics ; cf. C. Wachsmuth, Die An- 
sichien der Stoiker iiber Mantik, etc. p. 21) are 
regarded as haying a separate existence qf their 
own, although in their relation to the world they 
are otherwise conceived of than in the Book of 
Proverbs. 

4. The Jeiaish doctrine of retribution and the 
struggles of faith to which tt gave rise. — In other 
parts of the Book of Proverbs the questions of 
wisdom in the ordering, of the life or a Jew are 
discussed. Piety appears here as the successful 
and most advantageous course (2 7 '* ,,t a0 " 32 ). Virtue 
is never unrewarded (3 lff - 8 - lu - 18 lO 27 * 16 20 ). Misfor- 
tune befalls only the ungodly (ll* 1 ), for the pious 
it is only a passing chastisement (3 1 "-).— The actual 
experiences, which were diametrically opposed to 
such doctrines, led to a period of struggles of 
faith (Farrar in Speaker's Apocr. vol. i., London, 
1877, 'The era of difficulties,' p. 416), whose 
deposit we have in several of the Psalms, in Job, 
and in Ecclesiastes. 

{a) The Psnlms. — Ps 37 proceeds upon the idea 
that the good fortune of the wicked has no con- 
tinuance (vv. 2 - *°- *»'• *■). In brilliant poetic lan- 
guage the sudden end of their prosperity is de- 
scribed, and this has the counter -description 
opposed to it of the exaltation and happiness of 
the godly which always comes to pass after a 
transient period of woe (vv."- 17b -' 8 - **• *•»•). Since, 
however, this was contradicted by other experiences 
which told of wicked men who were prosperous 
down to the end of their life (Job 21*- 1 *- 3 *- *"-*»), 
the difficulty was not solved. The expedient of 
declaring that in such cases the punishment over- 
takes the children of the ungodly (Job 21 1B ) was 
nothing more than a palliative, for this punish- 
ment extended, according to Ex 20\ only to the 
third or fourth generation ; and it gave no satis- 
faction at all to the later prophets (cf. Jer 31*"-, 
Ezk IS*' 32 ), who insisted upon tho personal re- 
sponsibility of the transgressor.— Ps 49 accordingly 
grappled with tho problem afresh and offered the 
solution that death at all events brings punishment 



to the wrong-doer whom continued prosperity has 
made defiant (v. 7 ). Then can none deliver him 
(vv. 8 " n ), he must leave behind him his ill-gotten 
wealth (vv. 11 - n ' M ), and he himself becomes a prey 
to corruption (v. 14 ). The godly man, on the other 
hand, has the sure hope that God will deliver him 
from death (v. 18 , cf. Ps 16 10 ), and he can enjoy his 
prosperity, while the wicked die away (v. ,8b ). But, 
seeing that the stroke of death falls in any case at 
last upon the righteous as well, neither could this 
solution of the problem be regarded as satisfactory. 
— Ps 73, in which we can still detect the scars of 
the tierce conflict which faith had to sustain with 
doubt (vv. 4-18 ), followed to some extent the same 
path, arguing that the prosperity of the ungodly is 
but fleeting, whereas that of the godly is at last 
permanent (vv. 17- * 4 - 27 ). Along with this.it points 
to a solution which, from the Christian standpoint, 
indeed, would be perfectly satisfying, namely, that 
the happiness of the righteous is purely inward, 
and that this, or in other words the blessedness 
produced by the fellowship of the heart with God, 
cannot be torn from them by any suffering of an 
earthly kind (v. 231 -). But this solution was inade- 
quate from the standpoint of the OT, for the latter 
demanded outward prosperity for the righteous by 
way of reward, and outward Buffering for the 
wicked by way of punishment. Equally unsatis- 
factory as a full answer was the declaration that, 
in the case of the righteous, suffering is chastening, 
and, as such, an evidence of Divine love (Pr 3", 
He 12 8 " 9 ), intended to warn them against going 
on further in sin (Job 33 I0f - "•*), and, on the 
other hand, purities them from stains and in this 
way perfects them (He 12 10 '-). However correct 
and beautiful all this is, one does not see why in 
that case the ungodly, who surely in any case also 
deserve punishment, receive none. Again, from 
the OT point of view, the use of such a purifying 
of the godly could not be apprehended ; for if, as 
frequently happened, the sutterin" continued till 
the death of the sufferer, tho whole fruit of such 
purification was lost in Sheol, where godly and un- 
godly lead the same dream v existence (Ps 49"- 1B , 
Job 3 11 * 1 * 7 7 ' 10 14* Ezk 32 ,MJ ). There even the 
righteous have no more hope (Ps 6 8 30 s , Is 38 10 - 1S '-, 
Job 7"- 14 10 " 13 ; cf. esp. W. Schwally, Leben narh 
dem Tode nach den Vorstellungen des alten Israels, 
Giessen, 1892, pp. 59-74). Nor could doubts be 
solved by the expedient of declaring that in the 
last resort all are sinners, that none is good but 
God alone (Job 4 17 " 19 14« 15 M18 25«- 8 , Mk 10'*), for 
this supplied no answer to the question why it is, 
under these circumstances, that the notoriously 
ungodly so often remain unpunished. But. above 
all, these attempts at solving the problem all left 
the main question untouched, how tne circumstance 
is to be explained that God does not fulfil His 
solemn promise to reward the righteous and to 
punish tne wicked (Dt 28), but almost consistently 
does the opposite. With loud complaints the godly 
addressed to God the bitter question why He looks 
so calmly on this course of things (Jer 12 1 -*) ; and 
a kind of despair took possession of them (Jer 20 U18 , 
Job 3 1 ' 12 ). It appeared as if God were asleep (Ps 
44 :U ). The prosperous transgressor asked mock- 
ingly, 'Where is now thy God?' (Ps 42 s - 10 ) and 
triumphantly denied the alleged principle of a 
Divine government of the world (Ps 10 1S 14 1 73"). 

(b) Tne Book of Job. — The finest exhibition of 
the problem of the doctrine of retribution on all its 
sides and in all its depth is afforded by the poem 
of Job. We have here three [or four] speakers, 
who state their case from the standpoint of the 
traditional doctrine ; and also in the speeches of 
their opponent, Job, a large space is devoted to q 
description of the doctrine he combats. The funda- 
mental dogma of tho old doctrine of retribution 
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is that all Buffering is punishment inflicted by an 
angry God. God turns away offended from man 
(Job 13" 19 7 23"; 30** ) ; or turns the glance of 
His anger upon him (7 1 ** 14 8 * 16"), meets him as an 
enemy (19" 13* 4 ), smites him with the stroke of 
His hand (13 a 30 31 ). The storms of trial appear 
like the attack of an adversary (10" 16 u '- ly-'j or 
the threatened onslaught of wild beasts (10 18 , cf. 
Ps 22 1 *'- », I* 38'*). Side by side with this we find 
the figures of the net (Job 19 s ), the prison (7" 13* 7 ), 
darkness. (W), Che closed-up way (3* 19* et al.). 
The sufferings are described at one time as out- 
ward (9- 3 ), and again as inward (SO" pains of the 
entrails). Finally, they carry the man off (9"'- 
14i»-w). This hostile attitude on the part of God 
awakens in the mind of the sufferer the fear of 
further misfortunes (Job 9* 10" • 30 s *-), and there- 
with a feeling of despair and hopelessness (S 25 *- 9 llff - 
23'**-), so that He prays merely for a brief respite 
(7 W 10* 14 8 ), or eyea for death (6 W - 7").— The 
further result of this view of the causes of suffer- 
ing is that the sufferer torments himself continu- 
ally with the question why he has incurred this 
mysterious and, to him, inexplicable anger of God 
{HP"- W- 23" r -). for it appears to him as if he 
were continually watched by God, who seeks for 
occasions to punish him for possible transgressions 
(7*'- IS 3 "')-— To the sufferer it is peculiarly painful 
that his associates, friend and foe alike, take the 
same view of the cause of his woes. They regard 
him as one thus marked out by God. His enemies 
with, malicious joy seize the opportunity to inveigh 
against him (16 1 " 0, 30 ,ff ); his slaves and domestics 
refuse him obedience (19 IW *); wife and children 
and friends shrink from him (19 1 *- 8 "- 12 4 ) ; all 
regard him as a reprobate (17 s ). Whoever should 
doubt this would call the Divine justice in 
question, charge God with unrighteousness and 
untruth, and ttius commit the most heinous blas- 
phemy (8 s 34 7 ' ,s ), and he would load himself with 
new and heavier guilt (11* 15)* 33"* 34**). The 
whole duty of the sufferer is, accordingly, by 
honest self-examination to discover his offence. 
Such must ban priori assumed, for otherwise there 
would be no suffering, i.e. no punishment, to 
explain (8 n ) ; and, as no one is perfect (4"' 1B 15 w " 18 
25*-*), some kind of guilt will not be difficult to 
discover.. [It might be that the offence was 
trifling : in that case it was God's aim to deter the 
man from something worse, 33* 5 " 30 ]. Hence the 
man who denies his guilt reveals a hardened dis- 
position, which will not confess what is certainly 
there all the same, and which justifies, according 
to the notions of the time, the heaping of all con- 
ceivable evil charges upon his head (ch. 22). — To 
this doctrine Job objects : in the first place, that 
at all events the Batterer has a right to complain ; 
in 6** that it is harsh when, instead of otlenng to 
the sufferer comfort in his affliction, people up- 
braid him with the sins they impose upon him 
(v. M *), repeat with all kinds of variations the 
familiar theory of the Divine punitive justice and 
apply this to the unfortunate being before them 
(12 3 - 13" 16 9 * 19"-'). Again, it is an easy matter 
on the ground of pure theory to heap all kinds of 
charges upon a sufferer's head, charges to which 
the latter can oppose the partly notorious facts of 
his -blameless lite (ch. 31). No doubt, the omni- 
potence of God makes rebellion on man's part 
against the strokes of His hand useless, but this 
does not prove tbat these sufferings are just (9** ** 
10 w-i7 j2»^- W " 18«r-). Although it is not to be 
denied that there are terrible instances of Divine 
judgment upon wrong-doers {W 13 ,u - 18 ), on the 
other hand experience shows that good and bad 
alike are the victims of God's stroke (9*"' 12 3 **), 
and that it goes well with the one and ill with the 
other, without any merit on the part of the one 



or blame on the port of the other (21"**). It 
often happens even that wicked men enjoy un- 
disturbed prosperity down to their death (12 8 21 7 " 1 * 
jo-as 24 1 *). — On the other hand, no power in the 
world, and no alleged doctrine of Divine Pro- 
vidence, however hallowed by time, can tear from 
the soul of an innocent suffeier the consciousness 
of his innocence, and compel him, in opposition to 
the acquitting voice of conscience, to confess him- 
self guilty ( 10 7 13 1 * 16" 23«- 27"- 31). Such a man 
is entitled to appeal to the better judgment of 
God Himself, which does not agree with the verdict 
which men think to discover in the strokes of mis- 
fortune that have fallen upon the sufferer (10 7 12* 
137-u. «f. wit * 17 3 iQJt,. The very assertion that 
there is not a single righteous man shows how 
utterly untenable is the old doctrine of retribu- 
tion, for in that case it is quite incomprehensible 
why it often happens that it is just those who are 
relatively least stained with guilt that are most 
severely punished, whereas gross offenders go tree 
(8 u. m. vs *n. 14 «. 17,. The negative result or these 
observations is briefly this : What hitherto it has 
been the custom to call the exercise of Divine 
justice in the fortunes of men is nothing more 
than the exercise of Divine omnipotence, whose 
resolutions ore without any moral quality. These 
take their place, undistinguished, amongst natural 
occurrences, be these beneficial or destructive, and 
affect all men alike. In like manner, individuals 
are prosperous or the reverse in the affairs of their 
natural life, without regard to whether they are 
good or bad. The gifts of prosperity and the 
blows of adversity, in so far as by these are under- 
stood material well-being or suffering, do not 
depend at all on the moral character of the man, 
and have no relation at all to the moral nature 
(the righteousness) of God. Such is the result of 
an unprejudiced examination of things. The old 
doctrine of Divine retribution is completely shat- 
tered against it. Cf. Goethe's Faust, i. — 

Finch net dcr Hoffnimg I Finch dem Gbwben J 
Und Pinch vor Mien drr Gedukl 1 
Ueitter Chor: Weh ! Web t 

Du hut sie le retort, 

Die schone Welt, 

Hit much tiger Kaust ; 

Sie sturzt, sie (erftllt : 

Ein Halbgott hat tie zerachlagen t 

Wir tragen 

Vie Trumtnern ins NichU hinuber, 
Und klagen 

Uber die verlorne Schone. 

Machtigcr 

Der Erdenaohne, 

Prach tiger 

Baue aie wiedcr, 

In deinem Busen baue rie aut ! 

Over against this the following positive struc- 
ture is reared by one who supplemented the 
poem (cf. 0. Siegfried, 'Job' in riaupt's SBOT). 
He insists that, while Nature, especially in her ter- 
rible catastrophes, exhibits merely the working of 
Almighty power whose immensity overwhelms man 
(ch. 26), yet in her positive operations, in the 
variety of her creatures and their mode of life, 
she reveals an admirable law and order; from 
which it follows that not merely brute force but 
also hidden wisdom interpenetrates and controls 
the life of nature (chs. 38-41). The depths of this 
wisdom are indeed beyond man's understanding 
(28 1 ' ST ), but the analogy of the life of nature leads 
us to postulate a similar order for the nioial 
world, although it is not in man's power to state 
its laws. Man has left to him the essence of all 
wisdom in the practical maxim of life — the fear of 
Jah weh and the avoiding of evil (28*). The theo- 
retical solution of the problem is thus given up in 
the Book of Job. Yet the standpoint of faith and 
of religion is maintained, as in he 12 u, \— Another 
solution is proposed in the Elihu speeches, but it 
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is opposed to the whole tendency of the poem. 
These speeches trace the sufferings of the righteous 
to an aim on God's part to purify them morally, 
and to keep them from sin (33 17 '-"- 30 36). The 
object of suffering, that is to say, is here a pteda- 
gogic one. 

(e) Ecelesiaatta. — A complete breach with the 
position of Jewish orthodoxy was reached in the 
' Grundsehrift ' of this book (Q l ; cf. C. Siegfried 
in Nowack's ffd/com. z. AT, « Prediger nnd Hohes- 
lied,' Gottingen, 1898), embracing the following 
passages ■ i J -2'-- | « b - a *» 3 1_1U - VJ - l>L la "- a 41-4. s-a. u-i6 gw. 

1*-18 (jl-7 -Jlb-4. IS. 28-28 gW. 14. 10L g3f. M. (,,f i I c 

p. 6ff.) f We find here a pessimist philosophy 
radically divorced from Judaism and influenced 
mainly by Stoicism (cf. I.e. pp. 6-10). The book 
was glossed by an Epicurean Sadducee (Q 2 ), to 
whom belong 3 s2 5' 7 " w 7'*- 18 8" O 4 - 7 " lu - " 10" ll 7 "*- 
s.. m 12 ib-7. ( /. c . p. io f.) ; further, by a hdkham (Q 3 ), 
who defends Wisdom against its disparagement by 
Q 1 , and to whom are attributed 2 13 - "» 4 a 6 8 - »» 7 ut 28 
gi 91S-18 101-i.is-u { / c> p- u). an{ j > mo9t notably, 

by a Jewish hastd (Q 4 ; I.e. p. 11 f.), who corrected 
the anti-Jewish views of Q 1 . To his hand we owe 
the passages: 2 24b -- tJ *- 3' 1 - 13 '-" 4 17 -5'- ** 6b »• 6 ,oai 
-is. \f. w-as. at gi-s.n-is 91 u«.8b.»b 12 u- 7b Qn the 

other hand, scattered interpolations (Q 8 ; I.e. p. 12), 

in the spirit of the old gnomic Wisdom, contain 

exhortations to a prudent conduct of life : 4 8 " 13 
5-j.s4.13.il 7U.5. ta.7-10. is. ai-ai qii 104.8-H.1O-18 lli-«.« 

A redactor (R 1 ) put together 1 2 -12 7 , and supplied 
this whole with the closing formula 12". Then came 
particular additions : first epilogue 12 8 *-, which in- 
forms the reader as to the personality of Qoheleth 
and removes the mask of king Solomon ; second 
epilogue 12 I1L , which assumes an opposite attitude, 
one opposed to this Wisdom literature ; and 12 13 '-, 
the work of a final redactor (lt J ), who from the 
Pharisaic standpoint alludes to a final future judg- 
ment, a doctrine with which Q 4 (3 17 ll 0b ) is not yet 
acquainted (I.e. p. 12). 

In the genuine parts of the poem the theme 'All 
is vanity ' is treated by Q 1 in a series of parallel 
arguments. In the first of these it is established 
that all that happens on earth exhibits an iron law 
of cycle, in which certain passing phenomena re- 
gularly recur ( l*" u >. Al! man's efforts to discover 
a reasonable ground for this arrangement come to 
nought (vv. 13-18 ). Qoheleth assures us that he has 
tried all kinds of expedients to banish the pessi- 
mistic disposition produced by the above observa- 
tion ; he has revelled in every species of enjoyment ; 
he has given himself to the most laborious inven- 
tions. But all in vain (2 1 " 11 ). The attempt to find 
consolation in the pursuit of Wisdom (2 ,9 - I4b * '*'•) 
lias likewise been a complete failure, so that he has 
ended in blank despair (vv. 17 " 2U ). — The second 
argument on the theme of l 2 shows how the con- 
traries, which characterize all that happens on 
earth, prove all labour on man's part to he vain' 
Birth is followed by death, planting by rooting up, 
etc. (3 1 " 9 ). This law of nature, which always de- 
stroys again what it has made (vv. 10 - ,s ), shows 
that there if. no moral principle in the ordering of 
the world. Consequently there can be none in the 
cose of rqen cither; for, as their existence is not 
essentially different from that of the beast, no 
more can" their fate be different (3 18 - 18-a1 )- Special 
arrangements for the good of man are impossible 
in the plan of the universe.— The third argument 
(chs. 4. 5) is already interrupted by a number of in- 
terpolations. But the hand of Q 1 may still be 
recognized in 4 W - ** ls " 18 12-18 in the complaint 
about human suffering, from which there is no 
escape, and which is yet so useless, and about the 
restless and yet fruitless labours of men. Isolated 
fragments of the following chapters (Siegfried, I.e. 
p. 22) contain complaints of similar experiences, 



and wage a special conflict with the Deuteronomic 
doctrine of retribution. Laws of nature, according 
to Q 1 , not moral laws, rule everything. There is 
no Divine government of the world. This is proved 
by the world's course. Man's lot is a continual 
vain struggle. Pleasures cannot compensate him 
for this, for they rest upon an illusion. Nor -does 
Wisdom bring any real satisfaction, for the pursuit 
of her is fruitless. — Amongst the glossators, Q 2 
occupies a purely Epicurean standpoint. Eating 
and drinking and other sensual indulgences he 
considers of very real value, and counsels partici- 
pating in these before the coming of old age when 
the capacity for enjoying them ceases. Labour, 
again, is, according to him, not without result, for 
by it man gains something which procures enjoy- 
ment. Hence man is to note the good days and 
accommodate himself to the evil ones. — The gloss- 
ator, the luHth&m Q 3 , as was already remarked, 
defends Wisdom against the disparagement of its 
value by Q 1 . — The Pharisee Q 4 maintains the 
positions of Judaism against Q 1 , namely the Divine 
causality in the creation and government of the 
world : the Divine justice, which calls even the 
exalted to account and protects the law-abiding ; 
the view of premature death, which overtakes the 
wicked, whereas it is escaped by the godly (Sieg- 
f.ied, I.e. p. 11 f.). 

5. The Wisdom teaching in tht Apocrypha. — In 
the apocryphal literature the Wisdom teaching 
received abundant attention, (a) Sirach. — The 
standpoint of the sayings of Ben Sira has points 
of 'contact with that of Q 4 just described. His 
'Wisdom' is out and out Jewish-religious. 'All 
wisdom is from the Lord, and is with him for ever ' 
(l 1 ); hence it is unfathomable in its nature, for 
God alone comprehends it (v. 8 ). God created it 
(v. 9 ), and poured it out on all His works, b.t in 
a special manner upon the godly (v. ,u ), who re- 
cognize that the fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom (vv. 1 ***). From this source now all 
ethical rules, which are specialized in rich variety, 
a course which gives the author occasion for a 
number of separate expositions (PMd- 3 ). Once 
more he turns to the contemplation of the nature 
of wisdom in 24 , -30 17 , a section which opens with 
a call to Wisdom to raise a hymn in praise of her- 
self, to which she responds in 24'" 12 . She glorifies 
herself as having proceeded out of the mouth of 
the Highest, and relates how at the Creation *she 
lay upon the earth like a mist (cf. Gn l 2 2 s ). Then 
she took her seat upon a pillar of cloud (cf. Ex 14'*) 
and spread her flight through the heights of heaven. 
But she likewise walked through the depths of the 
abyss. Sea and dry land have been taken possession 
of by her, and she has sought a dwelling-place 
among all nations. But ' the Creator of all things' 
commanded her : 1 In Jacob take up thy dwelling.' 
Then she received her place in Zion, and flourished 
there like a fine tree. And so she calls all who 
long for Wisdom to come and enjoy her fruits. 
But Wisdom has found its fullest expression in the 
Look of the Law (24* 8 " 2 - 1 ), whose full stream is com- 
pared with that of the four rivers of Paradise. 
With Sirach thus as in Pr 8 (see above, p. 925») 
Wisdom is not God's intermediary in the creation 
of the world, but has to do only with men. She 
seeks a dwelling-place with them upon the already 
created earth, and finds it in Israel, partly in the 
Temple worship (24 wf -), partly in the Book of the 
Law (24«). 

(b) Banich. —In this book Wisdom appears simply 
as attached to the book of the commands of God 
(ch. 4) : Israel s misfortunes, which came upon her 
with the Exile, are due solely to her having for- 
saken these commandments of life (3 W - ; cf. liyscel 
in Kautzsch's Apokr. «. Pseudepiar. d. AT, i. 230- 
475). 
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(e) 4 Maccabees. — Here the Jewish philosopher of 
religion starts with the principle that the natural 
reason (6 rods) of man is intended to rule the 
passions (rd r&Ori). This is accomplished when the 
rovt chooses a life in Wisdom and thus becomes 
\oyurn6t. Only thus can it arrive at the ootfAa, which 
consists in possession of a knowledge of things 
Divine and human and of their causes {aotpia Sii 
roivvr i<rrlv yvuxrit Oelur «ai drOponrlrw wpayndrur 
teal tCod rofrrwr alrlwr, l 18 ). But the Wisdom that 
is recognized must also be desired, the \oyurpbt 
must be eiaefi^ Xoyurit&t, thought determining 
itsc-lf to a virtuous life. The best aid to the 
leading of such a life is the ancestral Law, which 
teaches us Divine and human things in the 
worthiest and most suitable manner (^ rod vdnov 
raidtia, Si rd 0eta <re/u><2» nal rd drdfuLxira <rvptp€- 
pbrrui /juwddvoner, 1"). By the help of the prescrip- 
tions of the Jewish Law a man will be best able 
to check perturbations of spirit, for from it we 
derive trust in God, and the conviction that the 
enduring of any Buffering for virtue's sake brings 
blessedness. True philosophy thus coincides with 
eiW/9eta, and is of value simply as laying a scientific 
foundation for Judaism (cf. J. Freudenthal, Die 
Flavins Josephus bcigelegte Schrift iiber die Hcrr- 
schaft der Vernunft, Breslau, 1869 ; A. Deissmann, 
'Das sogenannte vierte Buch der Maccabaer' in 
Kautzsch's Apokr. «. Pseudepigr. d. A T, ii. 177 ; 
and, in general, Farrar in Speaker's Apocrypha, 
415 b -420» ; and art. Maccabees in vol. iii. p. 194). 

In this intellectual movement which defended 
the Jewish religion with the weapons of Greek 
philosophy, and emliellished it with the grace 
acquired from Greek education, the Book of 
Wisdom took its place as an important factor. 
See the following article. ,C. Siegfried. 

WISDOM, BOOK OF.— i. Titlk.— The title <ro#a 
"ZahwfiQvot rests upon the circumstance that the 
book in several passages, particularly chs. 7-9 (cf. 
esp. 9 7 '-) claims to be the words of king Solomon, 
who passed in general for the patron of didactic 
composition, as David did of lyric. In like manner 
the canonical Book of Proverbs received the title 
■ Proverbs of Solomon 1 '^y 1 ?). although in 30, 
31 1 other composers of oracles are also introduced 
as authors. Of Solomon's kingly wisdom we hear 
in 1 K 3 7u . In Sir 47"-w <"-»»» he is celebrated as 
one who filled the earth with dark sayings, songs, 
parables, and apophthegms, as well as with inter- 

firetations which evoked the admiration of all 
anils. Also in Qoheleth he is regarded as the real 
founder of the schools of wisdom (Ec 1 1S ), and even 
the sayings of this book are in a way attributed to 
him as their legendary author (see Siegfried, Pre- 
diaer, p. 1 f.). The author of the Book of Wisdom 
appears to have been moved by a definite polemical 
oim in opposition to the Book of Qoheleth, when 
he chose Solomon as the representative of his views. 
In V°-2' M he aseails with remarkable vehemence 
the opinions of unorthodox Jews, who incline partly 
to Stoicism, partly to Epicureanism. These opinions 
correspond exactly to those put forward in the 
Book of Ecclesiastes. He reproaches these men 
with their pessimism, in which they in a manner 
* called death unto them by their hands and their 
words '(Wis l 16 ), consumed themselves with longing 
after this friend, and made a covenant with Trim 
(ii.). According to their perverted judgment, life 
is short and sorrowful <2 U ; cf. En 6" a** 3 lu 4 lff -). 
Man has no remedy against death, and none can 
release from Hades (2 lb ; cf. Kautzsch; Apokr. i. 
482). The breath of our nostrils (cf. Gn 2 7 ) is but 
as a smoke that ascencleth : thought (6 X6701) is a 
spark kindled by the beating of the heart [the 
ancients had no idea of the functions of the brain], 
and, when this is extinguished, the body is turned 



into ashes, and the animating breath is dissipated 
in the air. Then even the recollection of us tadea 
quickly {2*-* ; cf. Ec 2 18 9" b ). Our life is like the 
passing of a shadow (2 s ; cf. Ec 6"). Hence from 
these circles pf thought comes the Epicurean call 
to enjoy the good things of tliis life as long as they 
are within our reach.— Further, there are expres- 
sions here and there in Wisdom which recall the 
late Hebraisms peculiar to Ecclesiastes : e.g. ptpis. 
Wis 2 9c =p^n of Ec 2 1 " 3 M in the sense of 4 fruit of 
toil,' ' reward ' ; KaTadvrcurretkir, Wis 2", cf. ? pr; 
Ec 4', ? tttf 8° (cf. Farrar, Apocr. L 404 b ). To this 
unbelieving Solomon our author opposes a genuinely 
Jewish, pious, orthodox Solomon.— That the words 
of the book are those of the historical king Solo- 
mon, our author does not mean to assert, nor could 
the readers of his time have supposed this to be 
the case. The Muratorian canon pronounces the 
Book of Wisdom to be ' a work composed in his 
honour by friends of Solomon' (ab amicis Salomonis 
in honorein ipsius scripta) ; Clement of Alexandria, 
it is true, cites sayings from our book as words of 
Solomon, but also as those of aotpla ; Origen and 
Cyprian use the book as canonical, but Origen 
is doubtful of its authenticity (^ cwiyeyfKtfiftiri 
'ZoXo/xwrrot trtxpia, adv. Cels. v. 29). Jerome and 
Augustine give up the Solomonic authorship (see 
Schurer, ffJFMii. 381 f.). 

ii. Language. — D. S. Margoliouth attempted 
(JRAS, Apr. 1890, pp. 263-297) to prove a Hcb. 
original for the Book of Wisdom.* But, in spite 
of certain phenomena which at first sight favour 
this theory, J. Freudenthal (JQR, July 1891, pp. 
722-753) has conclusively shown that both the 
speech and the form of thought in our book plainly 
point to a Greek original. Hebraizing expressions 
are employed by the author because he found 
these in the LXX, and because he was himself a 
Jew (cf. Farrar, 404 b , 405»; Grimm, Apokr. fj" 
Lieferung, pp. 5, 8) ; but these expressions do not 
justify the conclusion that the work was originally 
composed in Hebrew.— The Greek of the book is 
indeed not always correct. Our author at times 
gives words a meaning which is not usual in 
classical literature (cf. Farrar, 405"). To this 
category belong expressions which are particularly 
characteristic of the Platonic or the Stoic philo- 
sophy (Farrar, 407* ; Grimm, 19) ; compound adjec- 
tives, which appear to bo in part of the author's 
own coining ( f arrar, I.e. ; for similar phenomena in 
Philo see Siegfried, Philo von Alexandria, 1874, 
pp. 46 f., 135). The author shows himself to be 
also well read in Greek poetry ( Farrar, 405 b , 406* ; 
Grimm, 7) ; he imitates Greek figures of speech 
(according to Farrar, 405 b , 406*, and Grimm, I.e. ), 
although not always with success (Farrar, 406*). 
Regarding the influence which the Greek of the 
Book of Wisdom exercised upon the NT, cf. Farrar, 
p. 408. Our author reveals also an acquaintance 
with Greek culture, art, and science ; in particular, 
he displays a knowledge of astronomy and natural 
history (cf. 7 17 ' 20 ), makes reflexions on the origin 
of idolatry ( 13 1 - 9 14 1 "- IS***), etc. Towards the end 
of his book his creative power gets exhausted, and 
he begins to rej>eat himself (U*"; cf. chs. 16-19). 
His language, too, degenerates into rhetorical 
bombast. 

iii. General Character of the Book.— In 
spite of our author's familiarity with Greek culture, 
and the profundity of his studies, especially in the 
Platonic and the Stoic philosophy, which may be 
detected both in his language (Farrar, 407*) and 
his world of ideas (Grimm, 19 f. ), he was far fiom 
feeling, like Josephus and Philo, hampered by his 
Jewish faith, and far from seeking, like the former, 
to embellish it with Hcllcnizing graces, or, like 

• Hia treatment of this book In the Erpotitor (Feb.-M&rch 
1900) can hardly be taken aerioualv. 
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the latter, to make it more acceptable to^ the 
educated classes by allegorizing explanations. 
Besides, be felt himself, as a worshipper of the 
true God, too far raised above all idolaters (13 10 - 
14 31 ) for this, and too much embittered against 
those of his countrymen who had allowed them- 
selves to be turned by Greek philosophy away 
from their ancestral religion to free-thought and 
immorality (l I6 -2 24 ). His Jewish temper shows 
itself even in the outward form of his work, to 
which he strove with all diligence to give a genuine 
biblical colouring. We have seen already (p. 928 b ) 
how closely he attached himself to the LXX and 
its Hebraisms. Although he is capable of imitat- 
ing the artistic periodic structure of the Greeks 
(cf. 12 27 13 ,ff - "-"), he prefers as a rule the simple 
Hebrew fashion of clauses connected without par- 
ticles (cf. Grimm, p. 13). He seeks also, at least 
in the greater part of 1-12 18 , by imitating the 
Heb. parallelism, to make his book approximate 
as closely as possible to his model, the Book of 
Proverbs. 

iv. The Aim of the Book.— The author's zeal 
for the Jewish religion, and his orthodoxy, are 
still more evident in the aim of the Book of 
Wisdom. . The Judaism of his time and environ- 
ment found itself sorely pressed both from with- 
out and from within, and this in proportion to 
its faithfulness (2 10 - "- 20 ). It was weakened (3 ,a i * 
4Mt>--j>) by internal dissensions and by apostasy, 
particularly, it would appear, on the part of the 
wealthy and influential classes (5 s ). In addition, 
it was continually threatened by the spiritual force 
of Greek culture and philosophy (2 lff *). In face of 
these dangers, the author seeks to provide a sure 
hold for the professors of the Jewish faith. It is 
quite intelligible that, face to face with these 
Hellenized Jews who 'sought after wisdom' (1 Co 
1**), he felt himself moved to proclaim the Jewish 
religion as the true Wisdom, and to make the 
notion of irotpla the centre of his discourse. The 
choice of this notion was specially happy, because 
within its sweep could be brought all that the 
Greekphilosophy contained of truth and all that 
the OT taught about JfolJima. We find, accord- 
ingly, that the author drew from all these sources. 
Platonic is his doctrine of amorphous matter (1 1 17 ), 
of the central ideas (13 l 6 of the pre-existence 
of the soul (8 IBL ), of the body as hindering eleva- 
tion to the divine (9 18 ; in the expressions paptrei, 

?l>iOti, and ytwSet there are points of contact with 
lato's Pkcedo, 87 b ) ; he Platonizes also in his 
doctrine of the four cardinal virtues (8 7 ). Stoic 
is his conception of Wisdom as the all-pervading 
power (7 12 - **). On the other hand, his doctrine of 
Wisdom as an attribute of God is based wholly 
upon Pr 8. 9. He thinks of Wisdom as immanent 
in God, as something belonging to the Divine 
essence (7 W ), but, on the other hand, also as some- 
thing independent, existing side by side with God 
(7 a 8* 9*, cf. Pr 8 s0 ), so that he frequently personifies 
Wisdom (l 6 8 B 10 18 *-). In one point, however, his 
conception differs from that of Proverbs. While, 
according to Pr a 58 ***, at the creating of the things 
in heaven and earth God alone was active, and 
W T isdom was simply an onlooker (v. 30b , cf. above, 
p. 925»), in the Book of Wisdom (8 4b ) she is aiprri)» 
twf tpyuf airroG (sc. tov dcou), and makes a selection 
among God's works, i.e. she determines which of 
the works whose idea God has formed are to be 
actually carried out (Grimm). She is an emana- 
tion from God (7 M ), therefore free from all stains, 
and she pervades all things (l 7 I 2 *), without being 
in any way infected with the imperfections inherent 
in them : because she is ' more mobile than any 
motion,' it is impossible for any of the impurities 
which belong to things to attach to her. — On the 
relation of the Wisdom of Solomon to Philo cf. 
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Menzel, De Greeds in libris nVnp tt <ro<f>la vcsligiis, 
1858, p. 66 ; Ed. Kbnig, Bird, in d. AT, Bonn, 1893, 
p. 489 ; Soulier, La doctrine du logos chez Philnn, 
1876, p. 162 f.— But, as in Pr 8 S1 9 >ff -, the special 
object of interest to Wisdom is man (Wis I 3 *- 27 " 1 ). 
Penetrating into the human understanding, she 

S'ves birth to all varieties of theoretical know- 
Jge (8 8 - 8 ), particularly in the realm of theology, 
because she is initiated into the knowledge of God 
(8 U ). She communicates the inspiration of the 
prophets (8 s 9"), but also the knowledge of earthly 
things in the sphere of history (8 8b ), astronomy, 
chronology, natural science (7 17 * 81 ), art (7 1 ** ; cf. 
Ezk 18 8 )._ But in the practical sphere as well 
Wisdom is the best counsellor of man, for from 
her comes all morality and virtue (\ u - 7 38c 8 7 ; cf. 
Pr 8 14 - "-»•»'-*). See, further, Farrar, p. 420. 

v. Contents of the Book. — (a) The first 
section (chs. 1-5) describes the conflict which the 
Divine Wisdom has constantly to carry on with 
the godless wisdom of the world, and the victory 
to which she leads those who surrender themselves 
to her. In the first place (ch. 1) the author 
addresses himself apparently, in quite a general 
exhortation, to all rulers and authorities in the 
world. But as in what follows he deals not with 
public conditions or the duties of rulers, but with 
purely inward physico-ethical developments, it is 
natural to suppose that he has in view not heathen 
rulers, but powerful and influential personages in 
his Jewish environment, who, as is evident from 
j 16 2 lff -, had apostatized from their religion and 
attached themselves to the heathen Government. 
How high in those days such men might some- 
times rise may be seen from the case of the Jewish 
noble Tiberius Alexander, who a little later was 
nominated Imperial administrator (alabarch) of 
the whole of the so-called Arabian side of the Nile 
(Schurer, GJV* iii 490). It was only such rulers, 
of Jewish descent, that our author could hope to 
reach with his words ; he could scarcely expect to 
be read by heathen ones. The description con- 
tained in 1 l8 -2 a0 suits, moreover, only such apostate 

e>werful Jews. Greek philosophy, particularly 
pienreanism, bod estranged them from their 
religion (2J* 8 ), and the practical consequences of 
the new frivolous view of life had speedily shown 
themselves in abandonment to sensualism and im- 
morality (2 8-B ). To these men their fellow-country- 
men who remained true to their religion were a 
genuine stone of stumbling. Tbe life of the latter, 
with its piety and fidelity to the Law, caused 
them secret shame, and was a constant prick to 
their conscience. This drove them to hatred and 
bitter persecution of the ' righteous ' (2 l0 ' ao ). The 
author now faces these apostates like a prophet of 
rebuke, and exposes the vanity of their whole 
conduct in the passage 2 ai -5 a . Wholly ensnared 
by earthly things, they have no idea that man, 
formed after the image of God, has an eternal 
destiny (2 3U2S ), whose form is only decided in the 
world beyond (S 1 ir iccup$ iirurKoirrit ' on the day of 
visitation'; v. 17b ix iax^ruv, iv Stayv<Sxt€ut ; 

v. 18b 'at the final decision' [the statement varies, 
it is true, in regard to some points : in 4' 80 "- it is a 
judgment carried out in the next world after 
death, in 5 l7 " s it is one that takes place in this 
world in eschatological times]). Then shall it be 
manifested whose life was the truly profitable one. 
The ungodly, i.e. those Jews who have despised 
the Law (3' a 4 s0 5 7 ), with their whole brooa, are 
exposed in their nothingness (3>»-»- >«->» 4S-«. «-»). 
They themselves shall confess their mistake with 
bitter but vain repentance (5*" u ). The righteous, 
on the other hand, who kept by the Law, shall 
reap the fruit of their strivings (3 13 " 18 4"- 5 J - »'•), 
and shall pronounce judgment on the ungodly (4 18 
5"-). The author incidentally controverts the old 
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Jewish doctrine that premature death is a sign of 
impiety (Pa 55 a 102"), holding that it is so only in 
the case of the wicked (3 W,, >, but not in that of the 
righteous, whose sufferings are meant simply to 
try them, and whose death is a rapture to perfect 
bliss (3 1 -" 4 7 -" 5 8 - »'•). 

(b) The second section (chs. 6-9) sets forth the 
great advantages of Wisdom. The author here 
attaches his words in the first instance to the 
exhortation of I 1 *" to rulers, on whom he urges 
(a) in 6 1 " 11 that they in particular are bound in 
quite a special way to seek after Wisdom, and 
that they will be held specially responsible if they 
have ruled without it. Such conduct is all the 
more culpable, seeing that (/3) Wisdom is so easily 
accessible anil so ready to meet those that seek 
her, 6 ,2 - a8 . This is followed by {y) V-&, a descrip- 
tion which Solomon from his own experience gives 
of the nature of Wisdom ; and (5) 8' J ' a an account 
by the same king of how he came to attach him- 
self to Wisdom as a life companion ; and the whole 
closss with (e) 9 1 " 18 Solomon's prayer for Wisdom. 

(c) The third section (10M9* 1 ) recounts, finally, 
the wonders wrought by Wisdom in the history of 
Israel : (a) in the period from Adam to Moses, 
specially down to the passage of the Red Sea, 10 1 - 
ll 1 ; (8) during the wilderness wanderings, ll 2 - 
12 27 . This is Followed by some general observa- 
tions (?) on the folly of the Wisdom - forsaken 
heathen, who have given themselves over to the 
worship of natural forces and images of gods, as 
contrasted with the Israelites who obey Wisdom, 
chs. 13-15 ; and [8) on the remarkable providences 
of God, whereby the animal-worshipping Egyptians 
were punished by means of the very same animals 
which brought deliverance to the Israelites ; in 
which connexion other instances of contrast be- 
tween the lot of the Egyptians and the Israelites 
are also insisted upon. 

vi. Progress in the Development of re- 
ligious Doctrine in the Book of Wisdom.— 
(a) In the doctrine of God the central point in the 
religious system of this book is the thought that 
the Divine essence is love. Whereas the canonical 
OT regarded Jaliweh by preference as the Lord of 
His creatures, who, according to His pleasure, 
called these into being by His breath, ana who by 
withdrawing that breath causes them to perish 
(Ps 104 w - so ),in the Book of Wisdom Jahweh is full 
of love to all His creatures, and upholds and spares 
them because He has pleasure in all that lives. 
Even the wicked, to whom He gives every oppor- 
tunity to repent (rbvon fiercwolas, 12 10 , cf. He 12 17 ), 
God seeks to spare as long as possible. Alongside 
of this the author's inclination towards Jewish par- 
ticularistic notions shows itself. God is Father 
only in relation to the Jews, to the heathen He is 
Ruler. Sufferings are to the former fatherly chas- 
tisement and have an educative value ; in the case 
of the latter they are an expression of anger and 
a sign of judgment (ll 9 - 10 ). 

(6) In his anthropology the author insists pre- 
eminently upon individual immortality. Of this 
the canonical OT knew nothing, its point of 
interest lying merely in the continuance of the 
people of Israel and the consummating of the king- 
dom of God amongst them. But the Book of 
Wisdom recognizes that man, i.e. the individual, 
was created for incorruption (2° 6 1 * 12 l ) ; in par- 
ticular, the righteous live for ever (5 1S *) ; the know- 
ledge of the power of God is the root of im- 
mortality (16 s ). It is true that the conception of 
immortality vacillates between that of a continued 
personal existence and that of a survival in the 
memory of posterity (8 13 ), or even between the 
first conception and that of the ideal community 
of life with Wisdom (8 17 ), which the righteous 
enjoy even here during their earthly existence. 



On the other hand, a future judgment for the 
wicked is presupposed in 4*°, following up the OT 
conception of a mockery of the dead in Sheol (4", 
cf. Is 14 ,off ). See, further, Farrar, p. 409. 

(c) In the soteriology of the book, the late pro- 
phetic expectation of a personal Messiah, the 
Servant of the Lord, recedes. The author knows 
Him neither as vicarious sufferer nor as deliverer of 
His people. The Messianic glory consists in the 
establishment of a kingdom of Jaliweh which shall 
rule over the heathen (3 s ) ; the righteous exercise 
personally this sway upon earth (5 18 *), as happened 
formerly with Solomon by God's command (8"). 
On the attitude of the rest of the Apocryphal 
books to this question cf. Farrar, 410*, esp. note 3. 
— Our author maintains rigidly the Jewish doc- 
trine of retribution (8i <5r Tit a^iprdrti 3tA tovtw 
icoXdferat, ll 18 ). But his method of expounding 
this dogma is new. He seeks to show that even 
the form of punishment corresponds exactly to 
the sin committed. The Egyptians worshipped 
animals, therefore they were also punished by 
means of animals, nay the very animals which 
they adored (ll 16 15 18 16 1 ). They sinned in con- 
nexion with water by casting the newly -born 
children of the Hebrews into the Nile (ll a ), there- 
fore they were also punished by means of blood- 
red water (ib. ). 

vii. Integrity of the Book. — The work ia 
evidently the well - arranged prodnct of a single 
author. On now defunct hypotheses, which found 
in it the work of a number of different hands, 
see Grimm, pp. 9-15, and Farrar, p. 415*. Its in- 
tegrity, too, may in general be admitted (Grimm, 
15 f.). Only the conclusion (19 18ff ) gives the im- 
pression of abruptness. Although in geneial the 
author's intention is successfully carried out in 
depicting the wonderful guidance of Israel by 
Wisdom from the Exodus onwards (Grimm), yet 
the theme started in v. 18 appears to require some- 
what fuller treatment between v. sl and v. B , so 
that the traditional text is here defective. 

viii. Authorship.— As to the personality of the 
author various suggestions have been offered. The 
book has been attributed to Solomon by Clem. 
Alex. (Strom, vi. 120 ff.), Tertullian, Hippolytus 
(ed. Lagarde, p. 66), et id.; to Philo by Jerome, 
Luther, Joh. Gerhard, et al. For these and other 
conjectures see Grimm, pp. 16-26; Farrar, 412-415*. 
In view of their untenable character, we consider 
that we may dispense with a closer examination of 
them. The probabilities are in favour of an 
Egyptian Jew who had received a Greek educa- 
tion but had remained true to the Law. His 
description of Epicureanism, to which many Jews 
had apostatized (2'"-), appears to have been derived 
partly from Qoheleth. For his further acquaint- 
ance with the works of Greek philosophers see 
above, p. 928 b . The beauty of the works of Greek 
plastic art found him as unimpressionable as St. 
Paul (Ac 17 18 ). Sculptors and painters are to him 
lovers of evil, and their work is unprofitable 
(15 4ff -) ; works of sculpture are to him nothing 
but idols (14 10 ). He has Euhemeristic notions of 
the motives that led to the making of them (14 >ss -). 
That he was not a Palestinian but an Alexandrian 
Jew, is shown by his allusions to the Egyptian 
animal-worship (15 18 * 19 16 1 - 8 ). Greek images of 
the gods (15* ff -) might then be seen even in 
Egyptian cities. In favour of the view that the 
author lived in Alexandria, is the circumstance 
that both a Greek and a Jewish population were 
settled there, and that his culture was derived 
from both these quarters. 

ix. Date. — For the date of the Book of Wisdom, 
the terminus a quo is the Greek translation of the 
Bible (<•. 250 B.C.), the terminus ad quern the un- 
questionable acquaintance of St Paul with the 
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Look (cf. Grafe, * Das Verh&ltniss der naulin. 
Schriften zur Sap. Salom.' in Theol. Abhandlungcn 
C. v. Weizsdcker zu s. 70 Geburtstage geividmet, 
Freiburg, 1892, p. 25111'., where in particular the 
author establishes St. Paul's dependence upon the 
book in regard to the doctrine of predestination, 
the condemnation of the heathen, and the con- 
ception of the relation of soul and body). Resem- 
blances to the book or influences from the same 
quarter are discoverable also in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews (cf. He I s with Wis 7*, He 4" with Wis 
7* ar ' etc.). The most recent attempts to fix the 
date vary up and down between 150 B.C. and 
40 A.D. (cf. Farrar, 420 b -422»). The position which 
the autlior assumes in the development of Alex- 
andrianism prior to Philo (cf. Siegfried, Philo von 
Alex. 22-24) is in favour of placing him between 
B.C. 100 and 50. Kuenen (Hist.-crit. Onderzoek, 
§ 105 10 ), it is true, will have it that the book was 
not composed till the time of Gaius Caligula. 

x. TEXT.— The Text is best preserved in cod. 
Vaticanus (13) ; it is very good also in cod. 
Sinaiticus (x or S), as well as in the fragments 
of cod. Ephnrmi rescriptus (C) ; it is less satis- 
factory in cod. Alexandrinus (A) and, with the 
exception of the excellent cod. 68, in 10 cursives. 
Swete (OT in Greek, vol. ii., Camb. 1891, 2nd ed. 
1897, pp. 604-643) uses B in general as the basis of 
his text, but gives in footnotes all the variants of 
N (S), A, and C. O. F. Fritzsche in his Libri 
apocryphi V.T. grace, Lipsire, 1871, gives not only 
the variants of the above MSS but also those of 
cod. Venetus (HP 23), etc., as well as those de- 
rived from the cursives and the Versions. W. J. 
Deane (The Book of Wisdom, Oxford, 1881) agrees 
almost entirely with Fritzsche. Noteworthy 
emendations are to be found in Grimm ap. 
Fritzsche, in Grimm, Kaf. exeget. JIdb. zu den 
Apokr. 6 U Lieferung (Lpzg. 1860), and in F. W. 
Farrar in 'Speaker's Com.' Apocrypha, i. (London, 
1888) 403-534, as well as in H. Bois, Essai sur 
les origines de la philosophic judio - alexandrine 
(Toulouse, 1890), p. 378 f*". 

xi. Versions. — Of the Versions, the Vetus 
Latinus of Jerome was taken over unaltered into 
the Vulgate, in the Books of Sirach and Wisdom. 
The Latin text of the two Wisdoms from the cod. 
Amiatinus was critically edited for the Wisdom 
of Solomon by de Lagarde in Mitteilungen, Bd. 
i. 243-284.— Of the Syriac Versions, the Peshitta 
recension was publisned in de Lagarde's Libri 
apoc. V.T. Syriace, Lips. 1861 ; another recension 
in Ceriani's edition or the cod. Ambros. .wee. vi. 
(Milan, 1876 ft'.); cf. Nestle in Urtext u. Ubcrsctz- 
ungen der Bibel (a reprint of the art in PRE*), 
p. "230 ; Ryssel in Kautzsch's Apokr. und Pseud- 
ei>igr. d. AT, i. 250-254.— On the Armenian literal 
Version, the so-called Meehitar Bible, Venice, 
1805, cf. Nestle, I.e. pp. 155-157 ; also PRE 9 iii. 
79 on the special editions of the Wisdom of 
Solomon, from 1824 to 1854.— For recent English 
translations by Deane and Farrar see above. — The 
most recent German translation is that of C. Sieg- 
fried in Kautzsch's Apokr. vnd Pseudc/rigr. d. 
AT, i. 476-507, with Introduction and short 
exegetical notes. J. K. Zenner arranged the first 
section of the book (1*-6 U ) in strophes and in 
verses of from 2 to 3 strophes, and published this 
in a German translation, with short explanatory 
notes in the Ztschr. fur lutth. Theol. xxii. [1898] 
pp. 417-429. In an Appendix he adds Egyptian 
parallels to ch. 2 from Erman's translation (p. 
430 f.). 

Literature.— For references see Grimm, Bxteh der Wriiheit 

Scf. Kgf. exf.et. Hdb. zu den Apokr. d. AT), pp. 45, 46, and 
farrar, I.e. pp. 422M23. See also W. J. Deane, The Book of 
Wisdom, Oxford, 1881, pp. 42, 43 ; Zockler, Apokryphen, 1891, 
pp. 360, 861; 8churer to PRE 3 i. 652, and GJV* iii. 38311.; 



Ph. Thielmann, Berieht tiber dot gesammelte handtehriftliehs 
Material zu einer kritisehen Awtgabe der tatein. L'berittiungen 
WW. Bucher d. AT, Munich. 1000, pp. 207-214. The last 
named author has either personally or through others collated 
30 MSS. Of these, 27 are complete, while the other 8 contain 
fragments of the Book of Wisdom. They belong to the 8th-10th 
centuries, and include Spanish, Anglo-Saxon, pre-Carlovingian 
French, South German, Swiss, Italian texts, as well as the 
Dibles of Theodulf and Alcuin. In addition, he deals with 
excerpts from S3 MSS. This had been preceded by Thielmann's 
studies, ' tiber den character der latein. Ubersetzung der 
Weisheit Saloraonis,' etc., in Archiv fUr latein. Lexieographie 
und Gramtnatik. viii. (1893) 235 297, 501-601, ix. (1804) 247-284. 
According to Thielmann, the unity of the Latin text of Wisdom 
can be established; see, further, 8chUrer in ThLZ, 1900, 

No. 12. C. Siegfried. 

WIST, WIT, WOT, WITTY.— The parts of the 
verb 'to wit' (Anglo -Sax. witan, Middle Eng. 
witen, ' to know ') were : Pres. tense * I wot,' 
* thou wotest,' 1 he wot ' or ' woteth ' ; plu. ' we 
witen'; past tense 'wiste'; past ptcp. 'wist'; 
intin. ' to wit.' 

Examples : I wot — Maundeville, Travels, 72, ' I wot never, but 
God knowcth'; Knox, lli*t. C7, 'I wot, and know surely by 
the Word of God ' ; Jn 11« Tind. ' I wot that thou hearest me 
all wayes' (where the tense should be past, r.iut, Wye. 'I wiste," 
Cran. and AV ' I knew,' Rhem. ' I did know '). Thou wotest— 
Jn 137 Tind. 'What I do, thou wotest not now, but thou eh alt 
knowe herafter.' He wot or woteth— Tindalc, Expos. 60, 'He 
that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, 
and woteth not whither he goeth.' We, ye, they witen (and 
later, as to AV, wot) — Pier* Plowman, ii. 74 — 

' Witen all and witnessen that wonen here on earth 
That Meed is ymarried more for her richesse 
Than for holiness or hendeness, or for high kind : 
Falseness is fain of her, for he wot her rich.' 

Wyclif uses ' they wy tetb.' Works, iii. 107, ' Fader, forgeve hem 
this gylt, for they wyteth nought what they dooth.' Past 
tense, wiste— Jn 1328 Wye 'Noon of hem that saten at the 
mete wiste wherto he saide to hym ' ; Tindale has ' wyst,' Dt 
34« 'No roon wyst of his sepulchre unto this daye.' Past ptcp. 
trisf— Mt 127 Tind. ' Wherfore yf ye had wist what this soyinge 
raeneth ' ; Occleve in Skeat's Specimens, p. 22 — 

' For, yf myn hertes wille wist were and preved 
How, yow to love, it stered is and meved. 
Ye shulde knowe I your honour and welthe 
Tburste and desire, and eke your soules helthe.' 

Infln. wit— Malory, Holy Grail (in Morley's Eng. Rel. 38), ' And 
so they looked ujx>n him, and felt his pulse, to wit whether 
there were any life in him ; ' Ex 97 Tind. 4 And Phoras sent to 
wete.' For the phrase ' do to wit ' (2 Co 8 1 ) see art. Do in vol. 1. 
p. 614 b , and observe the parallel phrases 1 give to wit,' Rhem. 
NT, note to Jn 15* 'These conditional speachca, If you remains 
in the vine. If you keepe my eommaundementi, and such like, 
give us to wit that we be not sure to persist or persevere, nor to 
be saved, but under conditions to be fulfilled by us ' ; and ' let 
to wit,' Cranmer, Works, i. 70, ' We let you to wit, that foras- 
much as it belongeth unto us,' etc. 

In AV there occur: (1) Present tense, 'I wot,' 
Gn 21* Nu 22» Jos 2* Ac 3 17 , Ph 1 M ; [« he] 
wotteth,' Gn 39" ' My master wotteth not what is 
with me in the house ' ; ' we wot,' Ex 32 1 ' , Ac 
7*»; 'ye wot,' Gn 44", Ro 11» (2) Past tense, 
' I wist,' Jos 2*, Ac 23 8 ; ' he wist,' Ex 34 s9 , Lv 
5 17 - 18 , Jos 8 U , Jg 16*>, Mk 9 8 , Jn 5 13 , Ac 12 s ; 'ye 
wist,' Lk 2* ; * they wist,' Ex 16", Mk 14*". (3) 
Infin. 'to wit,' Gn 24 21 , Ex 2«, 2 Co 8 1 ('do to 
wit'). 

The Heb. and Gr. are the ordinary verbs 'to 
know,' y&da' and oT5a, except in the last case, 
where ' we do you to wit ' is the tr. of yyupl^outu 
vutr, RV ' we make known to you.' 

The infln. « to wit ' is also used as a connecting phrase in Jos 
171, 1 K 232 780 1383, 2 K 10» 1 Oh 7 s 27', 2 Ch 4" 257- 10 sis, 
Est 212, Jer 25'» 34», Ezk 13l«, Ro 85», 2 Co 6». The fuller 
phrase is 'that is to wit,' which shows the infln. more clearly, 
as Mt 238 Tind. ' For one is youre Master, that is to wyt Christ, 
and all ye are brethren'; Tindale, Works, i. 87, 'Wherefore 
they which are of faith are blessed, that is to wit made 
righteous, with righteous Abraham.' Except in 2 Co 5 19 (*») 
there is no equivalent in Heb. or Greek. 

Wit as a sitbst. occurs in Ps 107 s7 ' And are at 
their wit's end' (y^n orifjtyhs), lit. as AVm, RVm 
'and all their wisdom is swallowed up,' RV 'and 
are at their wits' [plu.] end ' ; the AV phrase 
comes from Cov. ; Wye. has the more lit * and al 
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the wisdom of hem was devourid,' after Vnlg. et 
omnia sapientia eorum devorata est) ; 1 Es 4" 
1 Many there be that have run out of their wits 
for women' (xoXXol iTtvo^dvffav rah Idlait Siavoiau 
Sid. rdi yvraiicas) ; 2 Es 5 8 'Then shall wit hide 
itself ' (abscondctur tunc sensus) ; Sir 3\ x ' He 
riseth early, and his wits are with him ' {ifimj 
irpwl, Kal i) fvx*l airrou fier a&rou). 

The subst. ' wit' was very common in the cent, preceding the 
issue of AV. It was losing its tone by 1611, and not only occurs 
less frequently in AV than in previous versions, but is used 
more readily in the Pre/ace, with its familiar style, than in the 
tr. of any of the books. Thus, 'their sharpnesse of wit' ; 'to 
exercise and whet our wits ' ; ' opening our wits, that we may 
understand his word'— all occurring in the Preface. In the 
earlier versions we find, e.g.. He 5i« wye. ' hem that for custum 
ban wittis exerclsid,' so Tind. ' which thorow custome have their 
wittes exercised,' and all the VSS till Rhem., and AV (' senses,' 
Or. r» aJrfcrr jifia) ; Lk 2*? Tind. ' And all that hearde him mer- 
velledat his wit and answers' (so Matt., Wye. 'prudens,' Rhem. 
'wisedom,' others 'understanding,' Or. rinurit); 24« Tind. 
' Then openned he their wy ttes that they myght understood the 
scriptures' (Rhem. and AV ' understanding,' Or. «» Mvr); Mk 
613 Rhem. 'They see him that was vexed of the devil, sitting, 
clothed, and wel in his wittes.' 

The word has some range of meaning, thus : (1) Sense, 
meaning, as Wyclif, Works, L 98. ' Syththe the Pater Noeter 
is the beste prayer that is, for in it mot alle other prayers be 
closed yf thay schulle grociouslyche be hurde of Ood, therfore 
scbolde men kunne this prayour, and studie the wyt thereof ' ; 
Helvill, Diary, 36, 'A babling of words without wit, at least 
weadome.' (2) Cleverness, as Hall, Works, ii. 69, ' How many 
shall once wish they had been born dullards, yea idiots, when 
they shall find their wit to have barred them out of heaven ? 
Say the world what it will, a dram of holinesse is worth a pound 
of wit.' (3) Understanding, ability to understand, as Pr. Bk. 
1652 (Keeling, p. 379}- 

• O Holy Ghost, into onr wits, 

Send down thine heavenly light'; 

Hyot, Gonsmour, ii. 439, • A man of greate wltte, singuler 
lernynge, and excellent wisedome.' (4) Wisdom, as Ro 11 s * 
Wye 'Who knew the witte of the lord, or who was his conn- 
ceilour T ' ; Spenser, Hymn of Ueaoenly Beauty— 

' O thou most Almightie 8pright, 
From whom all guifts of wit and knowledge flow.' 

Wittingly is found in Gn 48" : cf. Tind. Expos. 
177, ' \Vhen they espied that the truth could not 
stand with the honours which they sought in the 
world, they wittingly and willinglv persecuted it.' 

Witty occurs in Pr 8 12 , Jth ll 2 *, Wis 8' 8 . Cf. 
Mt II* Cheke's version, 'which has hidden yees 
thinges from wijs and witti men, and hath dis- 
closed the saam to baabs ' ; Wyclif, Works, iii. 88, 
• Who wiser than David? or hwo moore witti than 
Salomon hissone?' J. HASTINGS. 

WITCH, WITCHCRAFT.— See Magic, vol. iii. 
p. 208 f. 

WITH8 is the tr. in Jg lO 7 "-* of T?; in pin., 
which means ' bowstring ' in Job 30", Ps 1 1 3 , and 
is so tr* here by Moore, who thinks that it was 
with cords made from the intestines of animals 
that Samson ottered to he liound, 'green' meaning 
fresh, not dried, when they would tie better and 
be less liable to split. But RV tr. the word ' tent- 
cord' in Job 4*', and probahly the meaning in Jg 16 
is simply 'green ropes.' The Eng. word (usually 
spelt 'withe') means a tough flexible twig or 
willow branch. Wyclif uses it in Lv 23*° 'withies 
of the rennynge water,' i.e. willow branches ; 
also in Ps 137 3 , Is 15 7 . J. HASTINGS. 

WITNESS.— For 'tabernacle of witness' (nnpn 
Nu 17 7 - 8 18 2 , 2 Ch 24" ; toO /xaprvpiov Ac 7** [RV in 
all ' testimony ']) see art. Testimony. ' Witness,' 
as treated in the present article, represents the fol- 
lowing verbs and nouns: [up], ngp (lit. 'answer'); 
IV. and rvjy (the latter only of things) ; LXX and 
NT naprvptw, ixifutprvptu, Kara/ivprvp^u ( ' witness 
against '), rw/xaprvptw (' witness along with,' ' cor- 
roborate'), if/evdonaprvptuf ('bear false witness'), 
/xaprupofxai, Sianaprvponai, rpo/jMprvpofuu ('witness 



beforehand ') ; pAprvt (of persons), fiaprvpla, /sap- 
rbptov. 

The nouns Tp and .Tip [whose root notion is pxob. 
that of reiterating, hence emphatically affirming] 
are used in two leading senses — 

1. Witness = testimony, evidence (of things) : Gn 
31**- «• 83 [JE] the heap of stones that was to wit- 
ness the covenant between Jacob and Labao, Ex 
22" < u > [E] the carcass that was to be brought in 
evidence that the animal entrusted to the keeping 
of a neighbour had been torn, Dt 31» u [J] the 
Song of Moses is to be a witness against the 
children of Israel if they go astray, v.* (D 3 ) the 
book of the Law is to serve the same purpose, Jos 
22"- »• ** [P] the altar erected by the 2J tribes (see 
art. Ed), Is 19* the altar and the inazzebah in the 
land of Egypt, Job 10 s Job's miserable condition 
is a witness against him, Ps 89 ,7 l ,8, the moon 
[possibly, but we prefer the interpretation below]. 
In all these passages Tp is used, .Tip [only E] 
occurs in Gn 21* of the seven ewe lambs that are 
to witness the covenant between Abraham and 
A him el ech, 31 s * the heap of stones that witnessed 
Laban's covenant with Jacob, Jos 24 s ™* the great 
stone set up by Joshua at Sheohem to witness 
Israel's covenant with Jahweh. — Similarly in NT 
napripiop is used : Mt 8* (II Mk 1", Lk 5") of the 

Eft to be offered by the leper, Mt 10" (II Mk 13», 
k 21 13 ) the persecutions of Christ's followers, Mk 
6" (il Lk 9") the dust to be shaken off the apostle's 
feet [on all these passages see Swete's note on Mk 
1**1, Ja 5* the dust of the rich men's silver and 
gold to be a witness against them. 

2. Witness (of persons) : (a) of God : Gn 31 s0 [E] 
God is to be witness between Jacob and Laban, 
Job 16'» ' my witness is in heaven,' 1 S 12 s *• 'the 
Lord is witness against you ... He is witness," 
so v.« [reading tj, after LXX /xdprus Ktfptot], 20 M 
' the Lord be witness' [inserting tp before ***], Jer 
29** against the false prophets A nab and Zedekiah , 
42° invoked as a witness by Johanan and his com- 
panions (cf . Jg 1 l w , where the elders of Gilead say 
to Jephthah, 'The Lord shall be witness [Kt. 
' hearer,' PC**] between us '), Mic 1* against the 
nations, Mai 3* against evil-doers in Israel, P» 
89 s7 1*> ' the witness in the sky, i.e. God [see Driver, 
Par. Psalt.], is faithful.'— Similarly, in NT St. 
Paul calls God as witness (/wfprw) to the truth of 
his words and the purity of his motives, Ro 1", 
2 Co l a , 1 Th 2 s - » Ph l 8 . 

(b) David (or perhaps the Davidic dynasty per- 
sonified) was God's witness to the nations, Is 55*. 

(c) Of witnesses in a more or less strictly 
forensic sense : Jer 32 10 - "• *• 44 of transfer of pro- 
perty, Ru 4»- 11 betrothal (see art Shoe) : 
usually of testimony in court and in civil and 
social relations : e.g. Nu 5'* Dt 5» 17«, Job 10" 
(fig.), Is 8 3 , Jer 32» Note the phrases 'false 
witness' ytf tp (hence Ex 20 18 3 s>? tp -Tap ' bear 
false witness [lit. 'answer (in court) as a false 
witness'] against') Ex 20'«, Dt 19" Ps 27", Pr 
6 W 14» ; also w# tp Dt 5 30 , Pr 25 w ; ontf 13 Pr 12" 
19» "; 0'3jf Tp Pr 21 w ; ojrt iy 24 38 ; *e>» Tp 19* cf. 
eipij Tp 'witness of [i.e. supporting] violence,' Ex 
23 1 [E], Dt 19 1 ', Ps 35"; 'faithful witness' is 
cjick Tp Pr 14 8 , or n-|« Tp Jer 42 s , Pr 14* : ' at the 
mouth of witnesses' is o'?p tj) Nu 35" [PL or 
(D')-ip vVp Dt 17« M M9 I8M ». 

The verb [TH'l. denom. from TP, means In Hiphil [the only 
instance of Qal is in Kethlbh of La 2"]— <1) ' testify or witness.' 
in favour of (Job 29", La 2>* {Kert]\ or against (I K 2I>»- ») 
one, or between two parties (Mai 2'*) ; (2) * cause to testify,' Le. 
'take as witness' (Is &, Jer S2W-*.**), with 3 'against' (Dt 
4» SO 18 31») I CO ' protest,' ' affirm solemnly,' ' warn ' (Jer 
Neh 18'»), with 3 (On 44* «« [J], Ex IB* [E] 21" [Hoph. «il a 
protest have been entered 'J, 1 S 8»M«, 1 K 2«, 2 Ch 24>». Neb 
9»i 1321, Jer 42", Am 3") ; note esn. the instances where Ood is 
the subject : Es lff» [J], Dt 8>» 82«s, 2 K 17'»- », Neh » «. 
Jer lVler, Zee 3«, Pt 60* 81* ; whence the use explained io ait- 
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Testimony of the term 'testimonies' for God"* laws as solemn 
charges or declarations of the Divine will. 

nj,/ [lit. 'answer,' 'respond'] has the specific sense of 
'respond a$ a tritnen,' 'testify': with 3 'for' On 80»; but 
usually against. Ex 20« 2S», Nu 85» [PJ, Dt 3" ion. 18, 1 g 121, 
2 8 Is S» 68»«. Mic «», Jer 14', Ru 1" (?), Pr 26«« ; with 
Hos 6» 7">, Job 16« ; with VJ$^ Dt 81«» (+"IJ2^ 4 m witness *). 

The testimony of at least two witnesses was 
required to jnstify a capital sentence, Dt 17 8 19 u , 
Nu 35* [PJ Cf. the general saying 'that at the 
mouth of two witnesses or three every word may 
be established' (Mt 18 18 , similarly 2 Co 13 1 , He 
10* ; also the rule laid down in 1 Ti 5 lB that an 
accusation is not to be received against an elder 
except on the information of two or three wit- 
nesses) ; and note the two witnesses against 
Naboth (1 K 21 w ), and against Jesus (Mt 26 80 ). 
Although perjury was punished by the infliction 
of the same penalty as the false evidence, if 
accepted, would have involved for the accused (Dt 
19 180 - ), we gather from the last two instances (cf. 
the evidence suborned against Stephen, Ac 6 1S ) as 
well as from the terms of the Ninth Command- 
ment, that amongst the Jews false witness was as 
common and as easily procurable as it still is in 
many Eastern courts of justice. The witnesses, 
in the event of the accused being condemned to 
death, had to take the leading part in carrying out 
the sentence, J)t IV, cf. 13 10 « and Ac 7 M . 

In the NT the apostles are repeatedly presented 
in the character of witnesses (naprvpcs) regarding 
the life and death and, above all, the resurrection 
of the Lord Jesus (Lk 24* Ac l 8 - H 2» 3" 5 s * 10»- 41 
13" 22"» 26 18 , 1 P 5> ; cf. Mt 24", Ac 4»). The 
name udorvt is twice (Rev 1* 3", cf. 1 Ti 6") ap- 
plied to our Lord Himself ; it is used also of the two 
witnesses of Rev 11*. John the Baptist came tit 
txapTuplar, that he might bear witness concerning 
the Light (Jn l 7 ). The heroes of faith of the OT 
are 'the cloud of witnesses' (retyot naprdpup) of 
He 12*. AV tr. uiprvs by ' martyr ' in Ac 22", Rev 
2 U 17*, but it is questionable whether the word 
had acquired this sense in NT times (see Martyr). 
RV lias 'martyr' only in Rev 17 8 , elsewhere 'wit- 
ness.' For the ' witness of the Spirit' (Ro 8 18 , cf. 
1 Ju 5 10 ) see art. Holy Spirit, vol. ii. p. 409 b . 

J. A. Selbie, 

WIZARD.— See Sorcery, p. 608». 

WOLF.— In all the passages in the OT where A V 
and RV have 'wolf the Heb. original is n(<? z&'eb, 
LXX and NT Mmi, Vulg. lupus, Arab, dhi'b. 
The wolf is, unfortunately, quite abundant in the 
Holy Land, and very destructive to the flocks of 
sheep and goats, which constitute so large a part 
of the wealth of the people. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the allusions to it and its habits 
should be frequent. Its insatiableness is the theme 
of a comparison with Benjamin (Gn 49 s17 ). One of 
the most signal miracles of the triumph of God's 
kingdom is the change in the habits and instincts 
of the wolf (Is ll 8 OS* 5 , Sir 13 17 ). The princes of 
apostate Israel aie characterized as wolves (Ezk 
22"). The nocturnal habits of the wolf are noted 
(Jer 5* tiarm 'evenings,' m. 'deserts,' Hab l 8 , 
Zeph 3*). The enemies of the truth are wolves 
(Mt 10 18 , Lk lO 8 , Jn 10"). Hypocrites in the 
Christian Church are wolves (Mt V s , Ac 20*). The 
wolves of the Holy Land are large, tawny, and 
usually solitary, or one or two together. They 
prowl around the flocks and herds, and sometimes 
get into the folds. They seldom attack men. 

G. E. Post. 

WOMAN. — 

Heb. nj% a form similar to cJ'»t and C^JK 1 man,' but, accord- 
ing: to Oxf. Heb. Lex., not derived from the same root, but 



perhaps from CJK, 



1, with the sense of ' tender," frail.' 



On 223 (where Luther has Mctnnin, Symm. i'ipk, Vulg-. virago) 
cannot be taken as an authoritative statement of etymology ; 
but it illustrates a popular conception of the relation of the 
words based on the Heb. tradition of the origin of woman. In 
three places (Lv 15», Nu 31", Jer 81») AV, followed by RV, has 
the Eng. word ' woman ' for rtjpj, which is literally « female,' is 
used for the female of animals (e.g. On 6", Lv and tr. 

' female' when applied to the human race in Gn 1^ 63. 

Or. yw<\, which also stands for ' wife,' as does the Heb. equi. 
valent. In Ro 1* W AV is followed by RV in using: the Enir. 
word 'woman' for the Or. 8ix$ut ('female'). The diminutivs 
J*"<»«" occurs in the plural in 2 Ti 8«, and is rendered 'silly 
women ' both in AV and in RV. 

For information on the social and legal status 
of woman in Israel see Family and Marriage. 
There remain to be considered the place of woman 
in religion, Jewish and Christian, and the treat- 
ment of questions affecting woman religiously and 
ethically by the Scripture writers. 

L In the Old Test, and Judaism. —While 
sharing to some extent the universal Eastern con- 
ception of the inferiority of woman to man, the 
Jewish religion of biblical times by no means 
sanctioned the total subjection of woman sub- 
sequently authorized by Mohammedanism or the 
low view of woman's place in religion taken by 
rabbinical Judaism. Women seem to have enjoyed 
considerable rights and privileges in all the Semitio 
cults. This is apparent in the ancient Arabic cult, 
in which an important part was played by female 
divinities. 

Most of the jinru were female. According- to Robertson 
Smith, 1 in old Arabian rel igion gods and goddesses often occurred 
in pairs, the goddess being the greater ' (Kinship ana Marriage 
in Early Arabia, p. 300). The Byzantine writers regarded the 
worship of Aphrodite as the principal cult at Mecca. This idea 
is supported by recent research, the white stone being the 
original Meccan divinity, and the black stone her son, the very 
name ka'ba seeming to point to a supreme female deity. 
Prostitution, both by married and by unmarried women, in imita- 
tion of the conduct of the goddess, was a recognized custom in 
the ancient Arabian cult. In the various functions of worship, 
bringing offerings, stroking the sacred stone, etc., women took 
part as well as men, and in the cult of the dead it was their 
part to chant the rhythmical dirge. Women were also found 
in the official position of the kdhin (seer), originally the chief 
officer of the Arabian religion. 

Woman also has a prominent place in the 
Babylonian, Assyrian, and Phoenician religions. 

This is seen in the prominence given to female divinities. 
The Babylonian Ishtar was the mother goddess and head of all 
the gods. Among the Assyrians Astarte is the supreme goddess. 
It is to a goddess, apparently, that king Mesha devotes the 
Israelite captives in the inscription on the Moabite Stone. Then 
women took a prominent part in the worship. There are in- 
scriptions with the words 'handmaid of Melkart,' 'sister of 
Melkart.' Women, too, were recognised as priestesses and 
prophetesses. Thus there were priestesses of Ishtar at Uruk. 

The OT contains evidence of the lead taken by 
women in idolatrous rites. Maacah, the mother of 
Asa, introduced the worship of Astarte (1 K 15 1 *). 
Jezebel in the Northern kingdom supported the 
prophets of the Phoenician cults and persecuted 
the followers of J" (1 K 18*- 1B ) ; and her daughter 
Athaliah apparently played the same part in the 
Southern kingdom (cf. 2 K 8' 8 and 2 Ch 21* with 
2 Ch 22 s and 24 7 ). Jeremiah describes the devotion 
of the women of Jerusalem to the rites of Ishtar, 
kneading dough and making cakes which would 
be shaped like the moon (see Queen of Heaven), 
to represent the goddess (Jer 7 18 ). If we do not 
accept Stade's conjecture that 2 K 23 7b is a gloss, 
possibly the clause may refer to the work of some 
of the women in providing sacred garments for 
the worship of Astarte (i.e. on the suggestion of 
Peritz that man [xit&v, cf. Lucian oroXrfs] be sub 
stituted for the Massoretic o*ra). Ezekiel men- 
tions the devotion of Jerusalem women to the 
worship of the Babylonian Adonis, saying, ' There 
sat the women weeping for Tammuz' (Ezk 8"). 
Women must have had their share in the horrible 
rites of Molech, which took place in the Valley of 
Hinnom, as the ' inhabitants of Jerusalem ' gener- 
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ally, without distinction of sex, are accused of 
having ' tilled this place with the blood of innocents ' 
(Jer 19 1 -*). 

It is therefore quite in accordance with con- 
temporary Semitic custom that woman should take 
part in the religion of Israel, as Peritz has demon- 
strated in his exhaustive monograph on the subject, 
a work to which this article is largely indebted. 

1. Thz Participation of Woman in the Privileges 
of Religion. — (a) Prayer, e.g. the instance of 
Hannah at Shiloh (1 S l"*"-).— (4) Feasts. In primi- 
tive times women attended the periodic religious 
gatherings of Israel. It was taken for granted 
that the daughters of Shiloh would be present at 
the annual feast (Jg 21 16 " 19 ). Later, the wives and 
daughters of Elkanah are found attending the 
Shiloh festival (1 S l w 2 W ). Women were present 
at David's feast and sacrifices on the recovery of 
the ark (2 S 6 ltt ). The Deuteronomic code makes 
express provision for the presence of women at the 
temple festivals. The Jews are exhorted to rejoice 
with their sons and their daughters (Dt 12 u ). 
Among those who are to eat the feast we have 
* thy daughter ' and 1 thy maidservant ' (v. 18 ), 4 thine 
household' (U 38 15 20 ), cf. 1G 11 - — (c) Sacrijices. 
Women also took part in the ancient sacrifices. 
When Manoah offered a burnt-offering because the 
angel of J" had visited him, his wife joined him in 
the deed. They both 'fell on their faces to the 
ground' (Jg 13 2 *), and it was the woman who said, 
' If the Lord were pleased to kill us, he would not 
have received a burnt-offering and a meal-offering 
at oar hand 1 (v. M ). The Law required the attend- 
ance only of men at the yearly feasts (Ex 23" 34", 
Dt W*)\ but it did not forbid women to come, 
and it is evident that custom, which lay behind 
the Law, allowed the attendance of women. The 
meaning of the Law was to make this obligatory 
on men while it was left optional with women, in 
part, no doubt, owing to the fact that they could 
not always take the necessary journey. The women 
of post -exilic times also have their share in 
religions functions. The presence of women is 
expressly mentioned in the account of RTehemiah's 
reading of the Law (Neh8- S ), and again in the 
description of the sacrifices and rejoicings associ- 
ated with the dedication of the city walls (12**). 
Certain sacrifices wom;;n were forbidden to eat, 
viz. the flesh of the sin-oflering, which was allowed 
only to males (Lv 6 20 ). This plainly implies that 
they were allowed to eat of those sacrifices con- 
cerning which no such prohibition was made (see 
\V. K. Smith, RS p. 379, note 2). The priest's 
daughters are mentioned with his sons as those 
who are to share with him in eating sacrificial 
meat (Lv 10 14 ). If a priest's daughter is married 
to an alien she may not eat of the sacrifice, but 
the privilege will be restored to her on her widow- 
hood or divorce if she has no children (22 12 - 1S ) : cf. 
Nu 18". Women were required to bring sacrifices 
for purification (Lv 12. lo 1 "" 33 ).— (rf) Vows. They 
were free to take the Nazirite vow (Nu 6*). 
— (c) Oracles. Women could consult oracles, as we 
read in the case of Kebekah (Gn 25 s *). — (/) Thco- 
plutnies. They enjoyed the privilege of theo- 
phanies, as in the cases of Hagar {(.in 16 7ff * 21 ,;ff -), 
Sarah (18 Bff -), Manoah's wife (Jg 13 3ff ). 

2. Official and other leading Positions in Religion 
licld by Women. — (a) Witchcraft. The lowest form 
of female influence in this direction is seen in the 
idea of witchcraft, according to which certain 
occult powers in dealing with the unseen world 
were ascribed to women. The witcli of Endor was 
supposed to be holding intercourse with 'a familiar 
spirit,' which enabled her to call back Samuel 
from the dead against the will of the great seer 
(1 S 28 7ff -). The Law attached the death penalty 
to the crime of sorcery on the part of a woman, in 



the con.mand, ' Thou shalt not suffer a sorceress to 
live' (Ex22 ,e ). For the purpose of divination 
women attached some sort of amulets to the arm 
(mnD3 Ezk 13 18 , which the Hexapla renders <f>u\a.K. 
ri)p*a), and also something to the head, both used, 
according to W. R. Smith, for the purpose of in- 
voking the deity. With this we may compare 
Rachel's possession of the teraphim. She would 
hope to perform some occult rite with the idol and 
obtain an oracle from it (Gn 31"). — (b) Mourning. 
While the funeral rites and their accompanying 
lamentations were used for women as well as for 
men (Jer 16 7 , Mk 5 s8 ), women took a prominent 
place in the performance of them, just as there 
were 4 mourning women ' in Arabic heathenism. — 
(c) Tabernacle and temple service. There were 
'serving- women which served at the door of the tent 
of meeting ' (Ex 38 8 ; the mention of these women in 
1 S 2 Bb is generally regarded as an interpolation). 
No account of the service of these women is given 
anywhere in the OT. The LXX has in Exodus 
rwv vq<jTevGUTu)v at brfyrrtwrv, but in 1 Sam. rAt 
ywaticas t&j xaptffriixras ; Vulg. quas excubabant, 
and Targ. and Syr. have 4 who prayed ' and ' who 
came to pray,' manifestly no more than a loose 

E>hrase of the original Hebrew nax, a word 
ently used in the Priestly Code for some sort 
vitical service in the tabernacle (e.g. Nu 4 B ). 
The statement that the laver of brass, etc, were 
made out of the mirrors of 'the serving- women 
which served ' (we might read ' which had served,' 
readingitdxas a pluperfect), seems to imply that this 
service was no longer going on. Thus the sentence 

Soints to an ancient custom which had been aban- 
oned. Except that some ritual service associated 
with the priest's sacrificial work is implied, it is 
impossible to say what the work of these women 
had been. — (d) Music, singing, and dancing. 
Women appeared in choral dances on occasions of 
great victories and other sources of rejoicing {e.g. 
Ex 15», Jg 1 S 18°, Ps68»). In company with 
singing men, women were also engaged in the 
temple choir (Ezr 2 s5 ). The register of returned 
exiles contains a reference to ' two hundred forty 
and five singing men and singing women' (Neh 
T"). We are left to conjecture what their special 
function was, but the fact that there were sub- 
sequently men and women singers in the temple 
points to the conclusion that a guild of singers in 
connexion with public worship had been formed as 
early as the Exile. — (e) Prophecy. Women appear 
from time to time in the history of Israel as in- 
spired prophetesses. Miriam is called a ' prophetess' 
(Ex 15* 1 ), and is associated with her brother Aaron 
in exclaiming, ' Hath J" indeed spoken only by 
Moses? hath he not spoken also by us!' (Nu 12 s ). 
The prominence of Miriam appears also in Mic 6* 
' And I sent before thee Moses, Aaron, and 
Miriam ' (see Miriam). Deborah appears both as 
a prophetess and as a judge ( Jg 4*- a ). See DEBORAH. 
Huhlah appears as a prophetess to whom the 
messengers of Josiah applied when they were 
directed to ' inquire of the Lord ' (2 K 22>»-*»). See 
Huldah. In Neh 6 M 'the prophetess Noadiah' 
Lbnt see Noadiah] appears among ' the rest of the 
prophets ' hired by Tobiah and Sanballat to hinder 
the restoration or Jerusalem, who must therefore 
be regarded either as heathens or as false Jewish 
prophets. It is manifest that the appearance of a 
prophetess in Israel was quite exceptional. The 
prophetic guilds did not include women ; they con- 
sisted only of ' sons of the prophets.' A prophetess 
was, like Amos coming from his farm work, not 
trained for office, but inspired and compelling re- 
spect by her gifts and the power of her utterances. 
No law forbade her to speak ; no custom hindered 
her from rising to a position of great influence. 
iL In the New Test, and Christianity.— 
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The freedom and prominence of woman in the 
early Church, compared with the restraint and 
suppression commonly observed in Eastern civiliza- 
tion, are to some extent developments of con- 
temporary Jewish customs. Women moved freely 
ahout in society, and were present at the table of 
hospitality, though it cannot be shown that in 
Palestine they partook of the meals in common 
with men. They went up to the temple to worship, 
but were there limited to the privilege of using 
the 'court of the women,' and could not advance 
so near the altar as men were permitted to go. 
They united in the worship at the synagogue, 
apparently sitting by themselves apart from the 
male worshippers. Now that Conybeare has gone 
some way towards vindicating the De Vita Con- 
templativa as a genuine work of Philo, it is possible 
to appeal to t hat treatise as a witness to customs 
current in the time of Christ. The following 
extract describes the arrangements of public wor- 
ship of the Therapeutre or Egyptian Essenes : — 

' And this common holy place to which they all come together 
on the seventh day is a twofold circuit, being: separated partly 
into the apartment of the men, and partly into a chamber for 
the women ; for women also, in accordance with the usual 
fashion there, form a part of the audience, having the same 
feelings of admiration as the men, and having adopted the same 
sect with equal deliberation and decision ; and the wall which 
is between the houses rises from the ground three or four cubits 
upwards, like a battlement, and the .upper portion rises upwards 
to the roof without any opening, on two accounts : first of all, 
in order that the modesty which is so becoming to the female 
sex may be preserved; and, secondly, that the women may be 
easily able to comprehend what is said, being seated within 
eai shot, since there is then nothing which can possibly intercept 
the voice of him who is speaking ' (De Fit. CorUemp. 3). 

The phrase ' in accordance with the usual custom 
there ' shows that this participation in the Sabbath 
worship of men and women, but with some degree of 
separateness, was the common Jewish form of pro- 
cedure. The illustration of a battlement, the upper 
portion of which reached the ceiling, indicated a 
wall perforated near the top with square holes. 
We cannot infer from this description that the sepa- 
ration was by the same means and to the same 
extent in the synagogues of ordinary Jews. All 
that is implied is that the sexes did not mingle in 
public worship, though they joined in the same 
acts of worship. In the simple room known as a 
irpoatvxh (Ac 16' 3 ) there could have been no elaborate 
barriers of separation. Paul and Silas seem to 
have entered freely into the society of Lydia and 
the other devout women at Philippi. No office in 
the synagogue appears to have been open to 
women. The limited education commonly enjoyed 
by all women but those of the wealthy and 
leisured class would necessarily debar them from 
much influence in intellectual regions. The Jews 

£aid great attention to the education of children ; 
ut whenever we meet with an explicit statement 
on the subject we read only of boys. Thus 
Josephus says that Moses ' commanded to instruct 
children ' (c. Apion. ii. 25), and ' we take most pains 
of all with the instruction of children ' (ib. i. 12) ; 
but when he is more explicit he states that Moses 
prescribed ' that boys should learn the most im- 
portant laws' (Ant. IV. viii. 12). Philo and the 
Talmud follow on similar lines (see Schiirer, HJP 
U. ii. 27). The inference is that all young children 
were taught the elements of religion by their 
parents, but that when it came to the question of 
more exact instruction about the Law, in the 
synagogue schools, this was confined to boy3. 

1. The Prominence of Women in the NT. — 
Women come to the front with reference to the 
life of our Lord. This is especially the case in 
the Third Gospel, St. Luke delighting in gathering 
information concerning women and in showing 
their part in the Gospel story. It cannot be 
maintained that the Magnificat, though ascribed 
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: to the Virgin Mary, was actually composed by 
her. It is more consonant with ancient literary 
custom to suppose that the evangelist supplies 
hymns of the Jewish or Christian Church to ex- 
press the sentiments of the persons whom he 
represents as uttering them. But, while we may 
not venture to designate the mother of Jesus as 
a poetess, Anna is distinctly represented as a pro- 
phetess who spent all her time in worship in the 
precincts of the temple (Lk 2 s8 ). Our Lord's 
teaching and healing ministry was carried on 
among women as freely as among men. The 
means for the support of Christ and His apostles 
appears to have been chiefly derived from the con- 
tributions of women : this was in accordance with 
custom, women sometimes contributing largely 
towards the support of Rabbis (see Plummer, 
Intern. Com. on Lk 8 l " s ). Women were prepared 
to perform the last offices for the dead on the 
body of Jesus. In the early apostolic age it was 
to the house of a woman that St. Peter went, after 
his liberation from prison during the persecution 
by Herod, to meet a considerable group of disciples 
('where many were gathered together,' etc., Ac 12 ,a ). 
We cannot infer that the whole Church was accus- 
tomed to meet in this house, as has been often 
assumed, for the majority were not present on this 
occasion, nor was St. James, since St. Peter says, 
'Tell these things unto James, and to the brethren' 
(v. 17 ). At Joppa, Tabitha was a woman disciple 
highly honoured for her 'good works and alms 
deeds ' (Ac 9 30 ). St. Paul's first convert in Europe 
was a woman, and he and his companions stayed 
at her house (16 14 - 18 ). At Philippi, where this 
occurred, there were other women who* laboured 
with the apostle (Ph 4 2, *). Priscilla is mentioned 
before her husband in regard to their teaching of 
Apollos, as though she took the lead (Ac 18 28 ). 
Timothy's faith is to be encouraged with memories 
of his mother's and grandmother's earlier faith 
(2 Ti l e ). One NT Epistle (viz. 2 John) appears 
to have been written to a woman, though this is 
doubtful (see John, Epistles of). Women figure 
largely in the symbolism of the Apocalypse, e.g. 
'the woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a pro- 
phetess' (Rev 2*, see Jezebel, n.), the 'woman 
arrayed with the sun ' (12 ift ), the woman represent- 
ing ' Babvlon the Great ' (17 lff -)- 

2. The Gifts of Women and tlie Exercise of them. — 
There were no women among the Twelve Apostles, 
to whom special gifts of healing were given by our 
Lord. There is no proof that women disciples were 
not included among the Seventy (Lk 10 M "), but there 
is no evidence that there were any, and the nature 
of the mission renders it improbable. No miracle 
is ever attributed to a woman. Still, as there were 
women in the churches among whom gifts of heal- 
ing were said to be distributed, and no exception 
in their case is named, it cannot be denied that 
they may have shared in these as in other gifts. 
No book of the NT claims to bo written Dy a 
woman ; but Harnack assigns the authorship of 
Hebrews to Priscilla. Women were present at 
the day of Pentecost when the gift of the Spirit 
was bestowed (cf. Ac l 1 * and 2 ,ff> )> and must have 
shared in it, since St. Luke, referring to the whole 
company, says of the appearance of the tongues, 
that ' it sat upon each one of them ' (2 s ). Its result 
was prophecy (v. 18 ), and prophecy is the specific 
gift, the exercise of which at Corinth by women 
St. Paul refers to (1 Co ll 8 ), a gift which he prefers 
.in honour to all others (14*). The apostle assumes 
that women prophesy and pray in the church, only 
directing that they do so veiled. A little later he 
orders women to ' keep silence in the churches ' 
(14 M ). This seems to imply that on further re- 
flexion he thought it not sufficient to protect 
their modesty that women should wear veils while 
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preaching or praying, and therefore forbade their 
exercise of the gift of prophesying in public at 
all. But observe, (a) this M as at Corinth, a most 
dissolute city, where 1000 women were devoted to 
immorality at the shrine of Aphrodite on the 
Acrocorinthus, and therefore where it was most 
important to preserve the modesty of the Chris- 
tian women from any suspicion or temptation ; 
and (6) in the context of the second passage St. 
Paul does not again mention prophesying or pray- 
ing, but says, ' It is not permitted unto them to 
speak ' (XaXftp, which might be rendered * talk '). 
This looks as though the apostle were now thinking 
of mere chattering, or, at best, questioning, especi- 
ally as he adds, 'And if they would learn anything, 
let them ask their own husbands at home ' ( v. as ). 
The ground of the prohibition is more than the 
requirements of modesty ; it is the idea of the sub- 
jection of married women to their husbands (' but 
let them be in subjection,' ib.). Possibly there was 
a temporary and local reason for this apostolic 
precept in the condition of the Corinthian Church 
at the time. The apostle's words suggest the idea 
that in some cases the new, large family brother- 
hood and sisterhood of the Church was threatening 
to submerge the original relationships of the home. 
That must be prevented. But that the apostle 
holds to a certain subjection of woman in general 
must be inferred from his appeal to Genesis (3 M ). 
This, however, is to be considered rather as a 
matter of order than a question affecting the 
spiritual status of women. When referring to 
the latter, St. Paul lays down the principle that in 
Christ ' there can be no male or female ' (Gal 3 s8 ). 
It has been said that the apostle was inconsistent 
with the principle here enunciated when giving his 
specific directions to the Corinthians (McGiffert, 
Apost. Age, p. 305). But he had also said 'there can 
be neither bond nor free ' (Gal and yet he sent 
the slave Onesimus back to his master (Phil em u ). 
In both cases he supported established customs 
for the time being while enunciating great 
principles which would ultimately abolish them. 
Thus the NT leads to the emancipation of woman 
as to the abolition of slavery, not by sudden re- 
volution from without, but by gradual evolution 
from within. St. Paul's lofty conception of mar- 
riage (Eph 5°""), while including the subjection of 
women, involves the dignity of womanhood. Even 
under the restrictions required at the time, it is 
manifest that women enjoyed more liberty and 
were more on an equality with men in the church 
than in the synagogue. There could have been no 
such separation as Philo(?) describes. I Cor. plainly 
indicates that women took part with men at the 
Agapt. They must have been in view if it was 
requisite for them to be veiled. Their prophesy- 
ing before the Church involves their being in the 
presence of the whole community. Doubtless, the 
sexes were so far divided as that the men and 
women sat in separate groups, since this was the 
custom in the churches of early patristic times. 
That the kiss of Christian brotherhood and sister- 
hood was not restricted between the sexes is plain 
from the fact that in later times it was subject to 
abuse, which led to the restriction being imposed 
upon it. Athenagoras (A.D. 177) quotes some 
apocryphal writing under the designation of * the 
Logos in rebuke of the abuse, which says, 4 If 
any one kiss a second time because it gives him 
pleasure,' etc., and again, ' Therefore the kiss, or 
rather the salutation, should be given with the 

i greatest care, since, if there be mixed with it the 
east defilemenc of thought, it excludes us from 
eternal life ' [Legat.pro Christian. 32). Clement of 
Alex, condemns ' the shameless use of the kiss, which 
ought to be mystic ' (Pasdagog. iii. 11). Tertullian 
remarks on the reasonable complaint of a pagan 



husband that his wife should ' meet any one of the 
brethren to exchange a kiss' (ad Uxor. iL 4). 
Accordingly the custom was altered, the earliest 
instance of the new regulations appearing in the 
Apostolical Constitutions : ' Let the clergy salute 
the bishop, the men of the laity salute the men, 
the women the women' (Const. Apostol. viii. 2. 
See Diet, of Chr. Ant., art. ' Kiss '). 

3. Offices held by Women. — There were no women 
apostles. The elders were all men, in accordance 
with the invariable custom of the synagogue. It 
is given as a sign of the ' contempt ' into which re- 
ligion had fallen in the 5th cent., that women were 
found to be acting as priests at the altars, a com- 
plaint implying that this was an innovation pre- 
viously unheard of (see Diet, of Chr. Ant., art. 
• Women '). Two offices are said to have been held 
by women in the NT Church — the office of the 
Deaconess and that of the Widow. — (a) Deacon- 
esses. There is no certain description of the office 
of deaconess in the NT. We meet with deacons 
in Ph l 1 and in 1 Ti 3"' u , but without any clear re- 
ference to deaconesses, though in the latter passage 
deacons' wives are referred to ; and there is men- 
tion of women in the course of the directions about 
the deacons (v. 11 ), and before the mention of their 
wives, which seems to suggest that women deacons 
are meant. Earlier than this, Phcebe of Cenchrea is 
called ' a servant of the Church ' ( Ko 16 1 ). The word 
is SidKOpa, HVm ' deaconess.' In the earlier parts 
of the Apostolical Constitutions (ii. 28, iii. 15), t) 
SidKOfos is the title of the deaconess ; later we have 
oWWra (viii. 19, 20, 28). See Sanday-Head- 
lam, in loc., also Lipsius, who considers that 
Phoebe's work would be care of the sick and of 
strangers. The fact that she went with a letter of 
recommendation suggests that she was travelling 
in the service of the Church. She must have been 
a woman of wealth and social standing, which gave 
her importance apart from her office, as she is called 
wpoardrn, i.e. 'patroness.' See Phcebe. The 
earliest definite reference to deaconesses is in Pliny 
(Ep. x. 96), ' Quo magis necessarium credidi cx 
dunbus ancillis, quae ministrat dicebantur, quid 
esset veri et per tormenta quterere.' The title 
' ministrie,' by which Pliny says these * hand- 
maidens ' — surely in a humbler position than that 
of Phcebe— were known, is the Latin representative 
of SidKovM and 8tax6i>uro-at ; the former of which 
titles would probably have been in use in Bithynia. 
There is nothing in the NT to identify the 
deaconesses with the 'widows' of the Pastoral 
Epistles ; and if 1 Ti 3" refers to deaconesses, they 
must be in a distinct office, as they are mentioned 
apart from the widows, to whom reference is 
made later (5 s - I8 ). See Lightfoot, Com. on Ph. , Dis- 
sertation on Chr. Ministry, p. 189. We have no de- 
scription of the work of deacons and deaconesses. 
But the significance of the title, pointing to service 
in distinction from the work of ruling entrusted to 
the elders or bishops, implies that they would have 
the care of the poor, 'serving tables' like 'the 
seven' (Ac 6 a " 4 ). The division of labour effected 
in the appointment of the seven is also implied 
in the Pastoral Epistles, since, while the bishop 
is required to be a capable teacher (Tit l 9 ), that 
is not said of the deacon ; much less, then, could 
it have been required of the deaconess. Priscilla'a 
instruction of Apollos, in conjunction with her 
husband, is not associated with any office. — (6) 
Widows, see Widow. 

Liter ati'rb,— Bee the works named in the articles on Kami* 
and Marriaob; also PeriU, Woman in the Ancient Hebrew 
Cult; W. R. Smith, RS ; Stade, GetchiehU; Schwally, ZATW 
xi. p. 176 ff. ; Schechter, Studies in Judaism ; Wellbausen, 
lie»te arabischen lleidentums ; Allen, Christian Institution* ; 
Bartlet. The Apostolic Age; McGiffert, Hilt, of Christianity i* 
the Apost. Af/e ; the Internal. Critical Comm. and the Hand- 
Commentar on passages referred to. W. F. AOEMEV- 



Digitized by Google 



WOOD 



WOULD 



937 



WOOD. — See Grove, Forest, Tree. 

.WOOL (T?jf zemer ; if gez, R|| gizzah, Arab, jazzah, 
'a fleece').— Wool was an important article of 
commerce (2 K 3* [part of the tribute of king 
Mesha], Ezk 27 18 ), and woollen fabrics formed a 
representative element in Oriental wealth (Mt 6 W , 
Ja 5 s ). It was also an indication of social rank 
(Mt ll 8 , Lk 7 s6 ). The soft raiment (rd /xo\a«:d) worn 
in kings' houses was not the rough homespun of the 
shepherd's cloak, but prob. like the close smooth- 
faced broadcloth still woven in the East, with 
native dyes in grey-blue, moss-green, and various 
brown and purple tones. Until recently the emirs 
of the Lebanon prohibited the peasantry from 
wearing such cloth. A many-folded Oriental suit 
of woollen cloth must have always been costly, and 
in modern use it is kept for high family occasions 
and religious festivals. Esau's ' goodly ' garment 
was under his mother's personal charge (aw iyt« 
Gn 27'*), and Tyrian cloth was valuable enough to 
be stored up as an ancestral heirloom (p*wj Is 23 18 ). 

Great care had to be taken to protect woollen 
cloth from the ravages of moths ( Is 50", Lk 12 s8 ). 
In Is 51 8 mention is made both of the moth Welsh, 
Arab, 'uththah) and the worm (oj sas, Arab, sits, 
Gr. <ri)i). In Arab, the former is the small silvery 
moth, and the latter word indicates the destructive 
larvie. 

The Israelites were forbidden to wear clothing 
made of interwoven wool and linen, called iffSV 
shdatnez. The context, Lv 19 18 Dt 22", seems to 
indicate that the objection was to the mixture 
as such. The matter is the subject of discussion 
in the Mishna (Kilaim ix. 1), and Josephus briefly 
states that the reason was because such cloth of 
wool and linen was the special dress material of 
the priests (Ant. IV. viii. 11). It is one of the 
tit-bits of rabbinical conscientiousness to discuss 
whether a man wearing a woollen coat, of which 
the buttons are sewn on with linen thread, is 
wearing shdatnez, and so breaking the Law. 

Wool was the standard of lustrous whiteness (Ps 
147 18 , Is I 18 , Dn 7", Rev 1 M ), as goats'-hair or sack- 
cloth was of intense black (Rev 6"). 

G. M. Mackie. 

WORD (X670J, (njfia). — Commenting on Dt 8 8 , 
Philo says {Leg. Alleg. iii. 61), t6 iu» yd.p <rr6na 
ou)jfio\ov toO \6yov, to Si idpos airrov. The 

definition of pfim, as an isolated specific affir- 
mation in contrast with \6yot, a connected whole, 
though for the most part tenable, cannot be uni- 
versally accepted. In LXX both words are used 
indifferently as tr. of vj, and sometimes Myoi is 
found, where on the ground of this distinction we 
might have expected ffifut (Is 50 4 ). In the familiar 
phrase, 'the word or the Lord came,' 'word' is 
rendered in the historical books, now by XAyot 
(2 S 24", 1 K 6" 12" 16 1 etc.), now by ft/ia (I S 
15 10 , 2 S 7 4 , 1 K 17" 19 9 etc.) ; but in the prophetical 
books (with the possible exception of Jer l f , where 
the translation is inexact) \ jyos is invariably used 
to denote the message which God revealed to the 
prophet that he might declare it to the people in 
His name. It may be noted that, in referring to 
the call of the Baptist — ' the word of the Lord came 
unto John ' (3 a ) — St. Luke uses fina. The choice of 
jiTjua. may be accidental ; or he may have done so 
designedly to mark the contrast between the word 
that came to the Baptist and the word (\jyos) pro- 
claimed and revealed by Christ. 

At a very early date, if not at the very begin- 
ning of the Churc'.i, 6 \sy<n was used xar H-oxty to 
designate the special revelation of grace given in 
and by Jesus Christ (Lk l 2 , Ac 4* etc.). Our Lord 
appears to have so described His message (Mt 13*, 
Mfc 4 U ). St. Mark thus summarizes the teaching of 
Jesus (2 J ). At the institution of the diaconate the 



apostles characterize their own distinctive duty 
as a steadfast continuance in the ministry of the 
word (Ac 6 4 ) ; it is represented as the exclusive 
subject and substance of the proclamation of 
the early missionaries of the cross (Ac 8* 17" 
etc.) ; it is found in the earliest as well as in 
the latest of the Epistles of St. Paul (1 Th l 9 , 
2 Ti 4*). By describing the gospel in this way, 
the speakers or writers meant to imply that it 
was the perfect and authoritative word which was 
to supersede all other words that God had spoken 
to men. In relation to its origin it is the word of 
God (Lk 8", Ac 4», 1 Co 14 88 , He 4", 1PF); in 
respect of its method of communication it is the 
word of hearing (1 Th 2 18 , He 4 a ) ; as to its nature 
it is the word of the kingdom (Mt 13 18 ), of truth 
(2 Ti 2"), of life (Ph 2' 8 ) ; it is pre-eminently the 
word of salvation (Ac 13 88 ), of reconciliation 
(2 Co 5"), the word of the cross (I Co (See 
Cremer, Bib. Theol. Lex* pp. 392, 393; Trench, 
N.T. Syn. 289, 337). For Word in the personal 
sense see Logos. John Patrick. 

WORLD.—' The world,' in that meaning of the 
term from which others that are in use may be 
most clearly derived, denotes a system known to 
man through his senses, to which he himself on one 
side of his nature belongs, but from which, as a 
personal being, he can and usually does regard 
himself as distinct. It is a portion of the material 
universe, and may even stand for the whole of it 
where man's knowledge of nature is limited. It 
will be our chief aim in this article to examine the 
view taken in OT and NT of this material system, 
and of man's actual as well as his true relation to it. 

i. In Old Testament.— Vje, which is commonly 
rendered ' world' both by AV and RV, is not a word 
of larger meaning than p* 'earth ' ; indeed, so far 
as a distinction can be drawn between them, it 
has the narrower application. [Cf. art. Earth, 
and see esp. Pr 8 31 ir;* '733= RV «his habitable 
earth,' also Job 37' 3 ]. The two words constantly 
occupy the corresponding places in the parallelisms 
of Hen. poetry (Ps 19* 24 1 etc.). ^38 occurs only in 
poetry, and the word 'world* may have been 
thought to have somewhat more poetic associa- 
tions, and have been adopted for this reason to 
translate it. [^n is never rendered by ' earth ' 
either in AV or RV ; px is rendered by ' world ' 
only at Ps 22", Is 23" 62", and Jer 25* in AV, 
and only at Job 37", Is 23", and Jer 25» in RV. 
In these last two places ' earth ' was reserved to 
tr. 

There is no single word in OT which describes 
the material universe, even as it was conceived by 
the Hebrews. The phrase 'heaven and earth' is 
used to convey that notion (Gn l 1 , Ps 89", Jer 10" 
51 18 etc.). Both ^38 are also distinguished 

from the seas or the sea (Gn l w , Ps 98 7 ). 

Heaven and earth by their vastness and stability, 
and by the rich variety, excellence, and beauty of 
that which they contain (cf. the expression ' the 
fulness of the world' and 'of the earth,' Ps 50 ,a 
and 24 1 etc., as also ' the sea and its fulness,' Ps 
98 7 ) ; the sea kept under firm restraint for all its 
raging ; the sun, moon, and stars observing their 
regular times and seasons, were felt to be con- 
stant witnesses to the power and wisdom of (Jod, of 
Jehovah the God of Israel, who is the Creator and 
ruler of all (Am 4' 3 S 8 , Is 48 IS 51", Jer 5 a 10" 51", 
Ps 19'-« 24'-* 8. 33 8 » 29. 89 11 93. 95 4 B 104). To 
their testimony even the heathen might be ex- 
pected to pay heed (see esp. Ps 19 1 "*). In this 
sense even inanimate things praise God (Ps 96'°" ,a 
98 8 - 8 148). Moreover, His care for His creatures 
was recognized, as shown in the regular provision 
which He has made for their sustenance. He is their 
guardian, the .source of life and happiness to all 
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living things (Gn 8 M , Ps 33» 36 V9 65*-™ 103*- 8 104 s7 30 

147 8 "", Job JO"). But He was believed, too, to 

manifest Himself in a special manner in the more 

exceptional and terrible aspects of Nature, in storm 

and earthquake, in drought and pestilence. By 

means of these He had fought and was expected 

to light on the side of His own people against their 

enemies (Ex 15, Jg 6*", Am 9»-«, Ps 18 T W 48 8 - 7 

OS™ 76 s " 9 77"-? 78. 83 ,3 - lc 97 s " 105. lOo 7 " 10 111. 114. 

144 8 " 8 ), or punished Judah and Israel (Am 4 8 " 11 ) or 

individuals (Ps 107) for their sins. Those proofs 

of His presence and operation which are regular, 

and those more unusual ones where there has 

evidently been some particular end in view, are 

remarkably brought together in some passages 
(1> 8 7413-w 8910-14 136) 

With the rise and development of the doctrine 
of Wisdom, interest in Nature was greatly stimu- 
lated, a more careful observation of particular 
facts, and even a certain kind of speculation upon 
her laws, were encouraged, but all under the guid- 
ance of a strongly religious spirit (Pr S 83 * 31 , Job 
26 7 " 28. 36 w -39. 40 fl -41. Comp. Wis 7"- a , Sir 43. 
A similar bent may be noted in a work belonging 
to another class of literature, En. 72-82 and 2-5). 

So far we have spoken of the impression made 
upon the minds of devout and inspired Heb. pro- 
phets, psalmists, and philosophers by the contem- 
plation of that order of which the earth forms a 
part. But the earth itself was specially thought 
of by them as the spacious dwelling-place of man- 
kind, divided into its many races, tribes, and king- 
doms. [See such expressions as ' kingdoms,' 
'peoples,' 'inhabitants of 'the earth,' or 'the 
world,' Gn 22 18 , Jos 4 1 ", 2 K 19 18 - ,B , Is 26»- 18 37 a) 
etc.]. Hence, further, both Sjg and jn$t (n) are used 
by themselves for mankind, which is capable of 
doing right and wrong and of knowing^ God, and 
which shall be judged by God (Gn 6", Ex 9 W , Nu 
14", Gn 18 28 , 1 S 2'°, Ps 2 s , Is 38", Ps 9" 10 18 33 8 
96 13 etc. ). But when we speak of mankind in these 
relations we must beware of thinking primarily of 
a collection of responsible individuals, as from our 
modern habits of thought we may be apt to do. 
In accordance with the point of view of the OT, 
' the earth ' in this use of the term must be under- 
stood to mean ' the nations of the earth ' ; the 
judgment of nations and the homage that should 
be paid by the nations generally to the God of 
Israel are intended in the passages in question. 
' Earth ' is also used in a sense akin to our phrase 
'human society' in Ps 75 3 ('the foundations of the 
earth '=' the principles on which human society 
rests'; cf. Pr 30 21 ). In the following places, how- 
ever, it seems to descrilie men as men— Jos 23 
Is 24 18 -» 2G 18 , Jer 50<« 51 25 . 

The last- mentioned use may possibly be associ- 
ated with the idea of man's origin (Gn 2 7 and 3 19 , 
Ps 146 4 ), though it is to be remembered that in 
these places the words used are npiij and n?y. But 
at Ps 10 18 the expression HWP ' mortal man 
from the earth ' may most naturally be explained 
thus. The little value of man and his transitori- 
ness are in this way brought home to the mind. 
No moral signification seems to attach to this 
' earthiness ' of man. It does not imply earthliness 
of aims and principles. On the other hand, a 
notion analogous to this is suggested in at least 
one passage (Ps 17") where another word t^n, some- 
times translated ' world,' in sense of time (Arab. 
khalada ' abide,' ' endure ') is used. [At Ps 39 s 89" 
and Job ll 17 it is rendered 'age,' 'time,' 'life' ; 
but at Ps 17" 49 l and Is 38" (implying here ibn 
for byj) 'world' both in AV and RV. In the 
former of these passages, however, ' mortals of 
time ' would give a good sense]. An excessive 
devotion to the things of this present life, which 
are the things of sense, is here indicated such as to 



constitute a type of character. This is an interest- 
ing anticipation of NT thought. Another point of 
interest is the analogy between the use of i£n, * 
word denoting time, and the subsequent use of attic. 
Another word c^ip, to the meaning of which aii> 
still more closely approximates, is also translated 
' world ' at Ec 3' 1 A V and RV (not RVm). In later 
Hebrew it did bear at times this sense, but it is 
more than doubtful whether it has it here. (See 
esp. the commentaries of Nowack • Hitzig in the 
Kurzgef. Com., and E. H. Plumptre, in loc.). 

ii. Apocrypha. — In the Books of Wisdom and 
2 Maccabees we are introduced to the important 
word x&rpos in the sense which it acquired among 
the Greeks through philosophic usage. The LXX 
of OT has the word, but only in its earlier meaning 
of ' adornment,' or as a rendering^ of * host ' 
(Gn 4 1 , Dt 4 1 * etc.) ; while ai, d are there 
translated by 71} and oiKOvfUnj (jn$ almost always 
by yv, and 'yje by olKovfUvri ; there are, however, a 
few cases in which these renderings are inter- 
changed, all in Isaiah). But in the Apocrypha, 
i.e. in the two books of the Apocrypha above 
mentioned, it occurs repeatedly as a name for 
the material universe, which is its most common 
signification there. The Most High is again and 
again described by such phrases as 'the Creator 
of the world,' ' the Ruler of the world.' For the 
word in this sense comp. Plato, Gorgias, 508; 
Aristotle, de Mund. 2. The thought of order, 
and of the beauty arising therefrom, which the 
word by its derivation suggested, is naturally 
associated with this application of it, and may wefl 
have been present to the mind of the author of 
the Book of Wisdom in his use of it at llj 7 . Other 
passages, interesting in connexion with his view of 
the /r6o>os, are 1" and 7"'-. In 5*° and 16 17 refer- 
ence is made to the co-operation of the world, i.e. 
the forces of nature, in the work of moral retribu- 
tion and the defence of the righteous, in full agree- 
ment with OT thought, though the language is 
somewhat different. Man's birth is described as 
an entry into the world, 7* (some MSS, however, 
read /3iw). The position assigned to him in it is, 
in accordance with Gn l 28 - 28 , Ps that he should 
'rule the world — HUttq t6p xto/tor — in holiness and 
righteousness' (9 s ). For this reason, too, it would 
seem, Adam is somewhat strangely called ' the 
first-formed father of the world' (10 1 ). But the 
world has, through human perversity, become the 
scene of idolatry and moral corruption, and there- 
with death has been admitted into it, though this 
is attributed to the envy of the devil (14 12 - 31 2 s *, 
cf. Ro 5"). 

There does not seem to be a passage in which 
x6anoi, either in this book or in 2 Mac, denotes 
mankind exclusively, for at Wis 6 s * where the 
world is said to be benefited by the large number 
of the wise, and at 14 6 where the ark is spoken of 
as ' the hope of the world,' the whole of creation 
may be thought of as associated with men. 

Before passing from the Apocrypha we may 
observe that in Wis 13 9 there is a use of alu* 
which may help to show how it came to have at 
times almost the sense of ' world.' 

iii. New Testament. — We have noticed one or 
two places in the Book of Wisdom in which kochm 
appears to denote simply this earth and its inhabit- 
ants. Two interesting examples are referred to 
by Liddell and Scott (sub voce) of the use of the 
word in much the same way in public inscriptions 
of the end of the first or beginning of the 2nd cent. 
A.D. Nerva is called aur^p toO x&rrot K&rfiov, and 
Trajan awrr^p rod Koa/iov. See Bocck, CIG 1306, 334. 
In NT many more instances of its having this 
meaning will come before us, as well as of other 
meanings which arise out of this one. It is 
necessary to ask at once whether we ought tc 
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attempt to carry the original meaning of * order ' 
through all these applications of the word [West- 
cott, Comm. on Gospel according to St. John, Addi- 
tional Note at end of ch. 1, on k&tuos, tries to do 
t his]. Its sense is not anywhere restricted to denote 
the earth in classical literature. It is there used 
sometimes of the heavens alone ; and indeed there 
is reason to think that the Pythagoreans, who are 
credited with having heen the first who employed 
it to express a philosophical conception, applied it 
thus. And we can readily understand that the 
heavenly bodies with their regular motions might 
impress them with their order and beauty. The 
earth, too, might well come to be included under 
the term Kbcjios, as forming one member of a great 
system in winch there was true relation of parts. 
But it is not so easy to see how by itself it could 
have been regarded as ' an ordered whole.' It 
must bo remembered that the ancient mind was 
not penetrated as the modern is with the thought 
of law in nature. On the other hand, the possi- 
bility that the ' cosmopolitanism ' of the Cynics 
and Stoics influenced common speech is not to be 
overlooked. Yet it should be observed that their 
phrase k6juov voKlrns had a different force from 
that which 'citizen of the world' has to our ears. 
In the mouth of the Stoic it expressed the convic- 
tion that the universal system and law, the polity 
of the great City of Zeus, in which every man had 
his own place, conditioned his life and determined 
his obligations. To the Cynic, on the other hand, 
— if we may take the passage in Lucian, Blur xp&rti 
§§ 7-10, as a correct representation of the teaching 
of Diogenes and his school, — it meant, indeed, that 
he was unfettered by ties of country and could make 
his home anywhere, but the reason for this was 
that his life was composed of the simplest, most 
universal elements. The saying attributed to 
Socrates by Plutarch (Hep! Qvyrjs, § 4, 600 f.)— that 
he was himself not Athenian nor Hellene, but 
citizen of the world (kootuoj)— should also be com- 
pared, where in the context Plutarch quotes the 
saying of Plato that man is ofyxbwt. The use of 
Kbff/ioi with that particular limitation of its mean- 
ing which we are considering may have been 
facilitated in a measure by this language of the 
schools. To a still greater degree, probably, it 
wan due to the fact that the earth seemed, espe- 
cially perhaps to the Hebrew mind, to be incom- 
parably the most important part of the created 
universe, to which the heaven with its lights, pro- 
perly shaking, belonged, as a canopy over it. But 
the question for us is, not so much what the history 
of this usage was, but whether the notion of order 
was usually present to the mind of those who 
employed it as the NT writers do. We can con- 
ceive that it might have been to that of St. Paul 
(cf. Ac 17'- 4 ), but it does not seem probable in the 
case of others, and indeed the idea is not suggested 
in connexion with the term kdVt/uh by any context 
in which it is used, even in St. Paul's Epistles. 
And when our world was viewed in its ethical 
aspects it seemed to Christian apostles to Ikj, not 
a realm of order but a scene of disorder ; and their 
teaching substantially is, that it could not be an 
order while God was left out of account, though 
there is no evidence that they formulated their 
thought to themselves exactly in this way. 

We have seen what range of meaning and 
^38 have in OT, and have observed that 71} and 
o'ikovhIvi) are used in LXX to render them. In 
connexion with the meanings of k&t/xoi it is not 
unimnortant to notice that there are in NT 
parallel or closely similar passages in one of 
which yrj or oiKovJUvrj is found, and in the other 
K&r/tof. Comp. Mt 4 8 with Lk 4», Mt 24" and 
26", Mt 5 5 with Ro 4 1S , Jn 3 31 and 8°. Yet, even 
though ndfffios at times seems to have much the 



same meaning as yrj or oIkoviUvij in many passages 
of LXX, it was felt to be a preferable word for 
many purposes. In spite of the usage of LXX 
there was danger of confusion in employing oIkov- 
fidpjl, which was applied by Greeks and Romans 
specially to the Grajco-Roman world. [This word 
occurs most frequently in the writings of St. Luke, 
and most often with the meaning just indicated]. 
K6cr/xot may also more readily have suggested a 
comprehensive idea, so as to include more at least 
than yrj did ; it suggested the idea of a whole, if 
not necessarily of an ordered whole. The philo- 
sophical associations which still clung to the word 
also made it more suitable when the intention was 
to signalize certain principles which underlay and 
governed the entity in question. It may be ob- 
served that oUovnivr) occurs but once in St. Paul's 
writings (Ro 10' 3 ), and there in a quotation from 
LXX ; y?j also is met with there comparatively 
rarely. 

We proceed to review the use of Kbr/iot in NT 
more in detail. Our object in doing so will be to 
mark differences between various writers, and also 
to some extent in the same writers, in the denota- 
tion of the term, and in the conception implied 
when that which is denoted is the same. It will 
be seen that there are instances in all the chief 
groups of writings of its standing for (1) the 
material universe, (2) our world as containing 
mankind, but without the connotation that the 
world or men have certain ethical characteristics. 
The ethical signification of the word appears to be 
confined to the Enp. of St. Paul, the Gospel and 
Epp. of St. John, the Ep. of St. James, and 2 Peter ; 
though there is a possible exception when the king- 
doms of the world and their glory are ottered as a 
temptation (Mt 4"), and the possession of the whole 
world is compared with the true interests of the 
soul (Mk 8* Mt 16», Lk V*); we may in these 
places be intended to gather that worldly dominion 
and wealth are even of themselves dangerous to 
the soul. Further, we ought to be better able 
to form for ourselves a cl.ar and complete view 
of the conception as a whole presented in the 
teaching of NT and in individual writers, after 
marking aspects of it which are severally pro- 
minent in particular passages. The idea thus 
obtained we must take with us in order that we 
may fully feel the force of other passages. This 
is specially true in the case of St. John's writings. 
Thus, when in Jn 13' it is said that the hour had 
come that Jesus ' should depart out of this world 
unto the Father,' and that He had * loved his own 
which were in the world,' some thought of what the 
world is must have been present to the mind of the 
evangelist. It is, moreover, obvious that where 
St. John uses the word in successive, or nearly 
successive, clauses or sentences— as he does again 
and again in chs. 14-17 — though from each occur- 
rence the same notion cannot be gathered fully, it 
would be a mistake to regard them disconnectedly. 
The word has one meaning in the thought of the 
writer, though he may not be equally conscious of 
all its elements at every moment, and though he 
is still less able to convey the whole of it at once 
to others, but lights up first this, then that part of 
it, after his characteristic manner. 

1. The material universe, the heaven and earth which were 
created at the beginning, most frequently in the phrase »»i 
*«T«;J»X»if xir/AM, or others similar to this. Alt 24-' 2ff**, Lk 11°", 
Jn 17» «. Ro 1™, Eph 1*, 1 P 1*>, He 4=» ««. In Jn 1 1« we read 
of the natural light of this world ; in 1 Co 8' 14 la i> xevu* seems 
to be equivalent to the Latin phrase in re rum itntiira. 

1 Co 4 B belongs, perhaps, here. Angels are added probably as 
distinguished from the world ; men, on the other band, as a 
particular ami important part of it. 

2. The earth, but rarely without reference to that which it 
contains, and especially to its human inhabitants. 

(a) The scene of human life, the abode of mankind, Ro 5'2. 13 
2 Co I", Eph 2", 1 Ti 1» 67, Ue 10 5 , 1 P 5», Jn 1» 8» ll", 1 Jo 
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41. 8. 17. i n j n 2125 little more seems to be implied than the 
extent of space included. 

(6) The earth, together with all the treasures it contains, and 
including:, no doubt, dominion over men, Mt 4 s , Mt 16**=Mk 8*> 
-=Lk 9*», Ro 4", 1 Co 3W. 

(c) The scope appointed (or the work of the missionaries 
of the gospel ; it is to be preached throughout the world : Mt 
6H is», Mt 28«=Mk 14», Mk 16", Ko l*. Ool A Ph 2", 

1 Ti 3". 

8. Idiomatic and peculiar uses — 

(a) A rhetorical expression for the great majority of people In 
a particular place, as in French, ' tout le monde,' Jn 12". 

(6) Equivalent almost to the modern phrase 'the public.' 
• Show thyself to the world 1 = ' court publicity,' Jn 7«, cf. 18». 

Se) Means of sustenance for the body is calied /&h nv xirfimi, 
nS». 

(d) ' The tongue a world of iniquity,' Ja S 8 . 

(t) The world before the Flood, He 117, 2 P 2 s 8*. The popu- 
lation of the world, then, and it* accumulations of wealth and 
the products of its labour, are no doubt chiefly in view ; yet 
the comparison in 2P 8°-' with 'the heavens and the earth 
that now are,' suggests a sweeping away at that time of the old 
order of nature. 

4. The term used with ethical significance. 

(a) As material and transitory the world presents a contrast 
with that which is spiritual and eternal. In this way St. Paul 
seeins to regard it in the very ini}>ortant passages Ual 4' 614 
Col 2* *>. 80 we gather from comparing them together and 
from their contents (see Lightfoot, in foe.). The instances with 
which the apostle is dealing illustrate the general principle 
to which he refers. The Law and its ordinances belong to an 
external sphere. Now things outward (=' the things that are 
seen ' of 2 Co 4 1 ") have for St. Paul lost all their value through 
Christ's death, in comparison with the things spiritual, and 
this ougnt to be the case with all Christians. He is not think- 
ing of tne world as evil. Indeed the Law, which is 'of the 
world ' in the sense defined, has been used by God for the rudi- 
mentary instruction and discipline of the Israelites, and so may 
other things which are of the world be used. Elsewhere, also, 
be allows for a certain use of them, which must, however, be 
sparing and kept in strict subordination to higher considera- 
tions, 1 Co 73» *» ; cf. Lk 12*>. This view of the world is hsxdly 
to be traced in St. John's writings ; a darker one appears, we 
shall find, there, upon which St. Paul dwells less. 

(6) Devotion to the things of the world produces a certain 
temper of mind, which under the sense of loss is manifested in 
that 'sorrow of the world' which is not 'according to Ood,' 

2 Co 7 10 . There is a scale for estimating men and things, 
which may be in a measure true relatively to the things of this 
world, but which is, to say the least, altogether incomplete, 
1 Co 1*7- a 0» t j» 2». The world has a fancied wisdom which 
does not know God, 1 Co 1«- 21 310, Jn 1"> ; it cannot receive 
the 8plrit of Truth, Jn 14". There is, in short, a spirit of this 
world, 1 Co 2>3. Those in whom this spirit is are described as 
being ' of the world ' or 4 of this world ' (Jn 8*3, 1 Jn 44- •) ; and, 
by contrast. Christ's disciple* as 'not of the world' (Jn 15'* 
17>* : cf. also 1 Co 5'° and 11"). 

The state of the world arising from the influence of this 
spirit is one of dire moral corruption, Eph 2 s , 1 Jn 2 18 -", Ja 
1*7 44, 5P14 2». 

(c) The world denotes the mass of men who are hostile to the 
truth and to the followers of Christ, or at least indifferent to it 
and them, Jn V 16»- », 1 Jn Si- « 4*- 6. 

(cf) The world is dominated by the Evil One. Jn 12 s1 , 1 Jn 
4« Si». 

(*) The world as the object of Judgment and of saving mercy, 
Ro 3«- » 111* i8 , 1 Co 6*. 2 Co 51», Jn 1*» &**■» 4«* 6»w 8'*- *» 
os 1216. 47. Primarily, of course, men are the objects of Judg- 
ment, and that individually. But this is not all that is meant. 
In view of the general use of the term nitput and of OT 
language, we must think, also, of a Judgment upon mankind 
collectively, and on the manner of life and environment which 
it has made for itself, and in a sense, too, on the whole crea- 
tion with which it is so intimately connected ; and so also with 
regard to salvation (cf. Ro 8 19f -). 

(/) The Holy Spirit has a special office in regard to the world, 
distinct from that which He exercises towards believers (Jn 
16*»). 

(g) The Christian can through his faith overcome the world ; 
i.e.. no doubt, alike its spirit iu himself, the opposition of 
worldly men, and the world s ruler (1 Jn 41 5' *). 

5. The word mStn — which signifies properly a period of time, but 
a much lenger one than we mean by an age, probably indeed 
the whole period during which the present order of nature has 
continued and shall continue — is used in many places with much 
the same connotation as 'world.' It is often rendered by this 
word both in AV and RV, though by ' age ' in RV111 and at He 6> 
in RV. A<«> and jueitM are brought into close connexion at 1 Co 
I'M and Eph 2*> s . This ' a»n ' is contrasted with that which is to 
come (Mt 12», Mk 10»>, Lk 18»>, He 6»). We read of its cares (Mt 
1*"=-- Mk 4i») ; its sons (Lk 168 203*) . \tg rulers, %.». the kings and 
great ones of the earth (1 Co 2«- «) ; its wisdom (1 Co l 20 2« 3*») ; 
its fashion, to which the Christian must not be conformed 
(Ro 12*). It is evil (Gal 1*), and under the dominion of the Evil 
One (2 Co 4^). This use of <u«> with an ethical signification is 
not difficult to understand, easier indeed than the correspond- 
ing and commoner one of Mirntt. It is otherwise with the 
expression at He 1* irttr.m r*U »',Stmt. Here «' nlSttc seems to 
mean ' the sum of the " periods of time," including all that is 
manifested in ond through them ' (see Westcott, in loc.). But 
to regard creation primarily with reference to time, and not 



merely to time as a general condition, but to periods of time, U 
not natural for us ; it would seem to have been more so for the 
Hebrew mind (cf. the Rabbinic use of oViy). It may be worth 
while to note that the original sense of the Eng. word ' world ' 
by its derivation is 'age of man.' In the Gospel and Epp. of 
St. John and the Apocalypse idin occurs only in the phraje 
vi »•» mmtm and similar expressions. 

The conception of the world which we have been 
considering 1a characteristic of Christianity. There 
is nothing like it in the philosophy or religion of 
Greece and Rome. It differs widely also from the 
belief found in the various forms of Gnosticism, 
in Maniclueism, or Neoplatonism, and in Oriental 
systems to the present day, that matter is essen- 
tially evil, or necessarily at best a hindrance and 
burden to the spiritual nature. From the Christian 
point of view things material constitute indeed a 
grave danger owing to the misleading fascination 
which they have for the minds of men, streng- 
thened, as it is, through the subtle influence of 
habits of thought and opinions which have grown 
up in human society, and which are based upon a 
false estimate of the value of the wealth and honours 
of this world. To such an extent are men governed 
by wrong motives and aims in this respect, that 
any one who, with singleness of purpose, sets him- 
self to act with reference to God and His glory is 
likely to feel himself more or less alienated from 
and placed in a position of antagonism to his kind. 
The little handful of Christians in the first age 
must have experienced this sense of estrangement 
with peculiar acuteness. But at the same time 
they had been taught, and they believed, that the 
world in its origin came from God, and also that, 
bad as its present condition was, it was salvable — 
that alike the men who are of it and the things 
that belong to it may be redeemed from sin and 
sinful uses and consecrated to the glory of God. 

In conclusion, we may observe that the order of 
nature is appealed to in NT as well as in OT in 
proof of the existence, the power, and the goodness 
of God (Ac 14", Ko I s0 ), but the same stress is not 
laid upon the more exceptional phenomena as signs 
of His presence. 

Literature. — Art. on mirfut in Cremer's Bibl.-theoL Lexicon; 
Westcott * Commentary on St. John, Additional Note at end of 

ch. l v. H. Stanton. 

WORM. — The following Heb. words are tr. 
* worm 1 in AV. 1. op sds, <n}j, tinea (Is 51"), is 
undoubtedly the same as the Arab, s us. It is the 
grub of the moth, 'dsh, Arab, 'uth, mentioned in 
the same passages. See MOTH. 2. rrp rimmah = 
maggots, bred in putrefying vegetable (Ex 16**) and 
animal (Job 7 s 17" 21* 24 20 , Is 14") substances. 
Once man is declared to be such a maggot (Job 
25"). 3. nfym tClc'ah, yj>ta tola, titff* tCla'ath: 
(a) a maggot, generated in putrefying vegetable 
(Ex 16") and animal (Is 14" 66*) substances; 
(6) a worm which gnaws and blights plants (Dt 
28*, Jon 4 7 ). The number of these is very large 
in the Holy Land ; (c) figuratively to denote the 
weakness of man (Job 25*, Ps 22 s , Is 41 u ). r^w 
and nyfyn are used also of the coccus (see Crim- 
son, Scarlet). Earth worms do not seem to 
be included in the meaning of any of the above 
names. The term 'worms' (AVin 'creeping 
things,' R V ' crawling things ') of the earth ; 
Y1V vfj'> LXX o-i'-povTft yijp (Mic 7 n ), is probably 
generic for all reptiles and worms which burrow 
in the ground. It certainly does not refer to 
any genus or species. The worms of which Herod 
died {o-icwXrf, Ac 12-') may have been maggots 
bred in a gangrenous mass. Josephus says that 
he died five days after he was smitten. 2*-wXij{ 
is also mentioned in Apocr. (Sir 10 11 19*. 1 Mac 'JF). 

G. E. Post. 

WORMWOOD (njH. 1 ? la'dnah).—A generic word 
for the species of Artemisia. It is always spoken 
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of as a bitter and deleterious plant. The root, 
in Arab, and perh. in Heb., signifies 1 to cnrse.' 
Ld&ndh is mentioned with gall (r6sh, Dt 29 18 , Jer 
9" 23 18 , La 3 19 , Am 6 U ). It is the summing up 
of the career of a strange woman (Pr 5*). Figura- 
tively it signifies calamity (La 3' 5 ) and injustice 
(Am 5 7 ). The great star which fell from heaven 
(Rev 8") is called * Wormwood ' t ['A^twOn). In 

Eoint of fact, the excessive dread which the Hebrews 
ad of most bitter substances was founded not on 
clinical experience but on prejudice. Camels, at 
least, eat more or less of the species of A rtemisia, 
of which there are five in Palestine and Syria, all 
known in Arabic by the name bu'aiterdn. They 
are A.monosperma, Del. (Arab, 'addh), A. Herba- 
Alba, Asso. (Arab, shih), A. Judaica, L.,A. annua, 
L., and A. arborescens (Arab, dhokn-esh-sheikli). 
They are composite plants, mostly of the interior 
tablelands, esp. of the deserts. Their growth in 
desolate places, added to their bitterness, gave 
them their bad reputation. G. E. POST. 

WORSHIP, both as subst. and verb, was formerly 
used of reverence or honour done to men as well as 
to God, and so occurs in Lk 14 10 ' then shalt thou 
have worship in the presence of them that sit at 
meat with thee ' (56£a, KV « glory '). The word 
is a contraction of toorthship (from Anglo-Sax. 
weorth ' worth,' with the suffix scipe, Eng. ship, 
Ger. scha/t, akin to shape). It is used of men 
in earlier versions frequently. See Driver, Par. 
Psalt. s.v. for the Pr. Bk. Psalms. Cf. also for 
the subst., Wyclif, Works, iii. 156, 'Menabstenen 
in werre, with myche fastyng and peyne, to wynne 
worschip of the worlde and to anoye hir enm yes ' ; 
Nu 24 u Tind. * I thoughte that I wolde promote 
the unto honoure, but the Lorde hath kepte the 
backe from worshepe'; Job 14 21 Gov. 'Whether 
his children come to worshipe or no, he can not 
tell.' And for the verb, Jn 12 s * Wye. ' If ony man 
serue me, my f adir schal worschip hym ' ; Pr. Bk. 
Marriage Service, * With my body I thee worship.' 

J. Hastings. 

WORSHIP (in OT).— See Praise (in OT) and 
Temple. 

WORSHIP (IN NT). — Christian worship grew 
out of the Jewish synagogue worship, to which, in 
its early forms, it bore considerable resemblance. 
Our Lord with His disciples visited the synagogues 
at Capernaum (Mk 1" 3 1 ) and Nazareth (Mk 6 s ) ; 
and, as He preached in the synagogues of Galilee 
generally (Mk l 39 , Lk 6 s ), He must have taken 
part in the public worship. When St. Paul was 
on his missionary tours he invariably sought out 
the synagogue, or, if that were wanting, the 
proseuchS (Ac 16"), no doubt joining in the Jewish 
worship. See Synagogue. It was only by de- 
grees that Christian worship came to supersede 
synagogue worship in the Church. At first the 
meetings of the Christian brotherhood, which of 
course were held in private, were quite distinct 
from the Sabbath worship, and Jewish Christians 
would go to the synagogue on the Saturday and 
to their own meeting on the Sunday. The Epistle 
of St. James seems to imply that the community 
there addressed consisted of the worshippers in 
some synagogue who had accepted Christianity as 
a body, and who then continued to meet in the 
building, but as a Christian Church, so that the 
writer, referring to the place of worship where the 
Church assembled, could call it 'your synagogue' 
(Ja 2 s ; but von Soden understands the word <rwa- 
fuyi) here to mean ' assembly,' see Hdcom. in loc. ; 
Bennett allows that it may mean the Jewish place 
of worship 'if the Epistle is very early,' though 
preferring 'assembly' as RVm, see Century Bible, 
m* loc.). The separation of Christian from Jewish 



worship was brought about under various influ- 
ences, viz. (1) Jewish antagonism, leading to the 
expulsion of the Christians from the synagogue ; 
(2) Church development, giving more importance 
to the worship carried on in the Christian assembly 
and stamping it with an individual character, thus 
rendering attendance at the Jewish synagogue 
superfluous and incongruous ; (3) the conversion 
of the heathen on the lines of Pauline liberalism, 
dispensing with circumcision, so that the Gentile 
Christians could not be regarded as proselytes to 
Judaism. As these free Hellenistic Christians in- 
creased in number, and before long became the 
majority of the Apostolic Church, the necessity 
for maintaining Christian worship quite apart 
from the synagogue would be apparent to all but 
the narrow Judaizers. 

L Teaching and Practice of Jesus Christ.— 
The only worship that our Lord expressly required 
was private worship, as when He warned His dis- 
ciples against the Pharisaic ostentation of praying 
'in the synagogues [private prayers] and in the 
corners of the streets, and bade them enter their 
' inner chamber ' and pray to their ' Father which 
is in secret ' (Mt 6"). His teaching about prayer 
deals with the subject of personal prayer, encourag- 
ing individual faith with regard to specific petitions 
(e.g. Lk ll*" u ). In one place He commends the 
united prayer of two persona for a common end 
(Mt 18") ; but this refers to a special emergency, 
and has no bearing on public worship. On the 
other hand, He assumed that His disciples took 
part in public worship ; He did not need to com- 
mand a universal practice which He sanctioned by 
Himself following it. Whenever our Lord's own 
praying is referred to, this is not connected with 
public worship. Most frequently it is associated 
with mountain solitude. In this worship He was 
either entirely alone or praying by Himself in the 
presence of disciples rather than praying with 
them. Still, is it quite accurate to say that He 
never prayed together with other men ? Must He 
not have done this in the synagogue? The inci- 
dent of the woman of Samaria contains His most 
significant utterance on the subject of worship, 
in which He denies the peculiar efficacy of sacred 
places (Jerusalem claimed by the Jews, Gerizini 
claimed by the Samaritans), and affirms that, for 
the future, worship must be 'in spirit,' i.e. in- 
ternal, not merely m external functions, and 'in 
truth,' i.e. in accordance with the nature of God 
and our true relations with Him as at once 
; Spirit ' and « Father ' ( Jn 4»- "). That this teach- 
ing influenced the Church, rendering the dedica- 
tion of sacred buildings superfluous, is apparent 
from Justin Martyr's answerto Itusticus(c. 165 A. D.) 
who had inquired, 'Where do you assemble?' 
Justin said, 'Where each one chooses . . . because 
the God of the Christians is not circumscribed by 
place ; but, being invisible, fills heaven and earth, 
and everywhere is worshipped and glorified by the 
faithful ' (Martyrdom, 2). 

ii. Apostolic Teaching and Custom.— As the 
Church gradually emerged from the synagogue 
specific Christian worship, as distinguished from 
the customary Jewish worship, came to be shaped 
on lines indicated by the principles of the new 
faith. 

(a) Times. — The NT contains no • regulations 
concerning stated days and hours for worship. 
In so far as Jewish Christians still followed the 
law and customs of their people, they observed 
the Sabbath and the great feasts. St. Paul fre- 
quented the synagogues on the Sabbath (e.g. 
Ac 13 14 ** 4 16" 17 J > ; much more must this have 
been the case with less liberal Jews in the Church. 
St. Paul also took some account of the annual 
festivals, e.g. desiring to be at Jerusalem for the 
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Pentecost (Ac 20 18 , 1 Co 16*). But he held himself 
to be free from any obligation in regard to sacred 
seasons, and never laid any such obligation on his 
converts, even bidding the Colossians let no man 
judge them ' in respect of a feast day or a new 
moon or a Sabbath-day ' (Col 2'*). The Galatians 
are rebuked because they 'observe days, and 
months, and seasons, and years' (Gal 4 10 ). But, 
while no especial sanctity of seasons was recog- 
nized by St. Paul, of necessity a certain periodicity 
was requisite for public worship in the Greek as 
well as in the Jewish Church. At Jerusalem, over 
and above the temple worship, which they shared 
with other Jews, the disciples had their own 
private assembly. As no mention is made of their 
attendance at the synagogue, though the temple is 
named, it seems probable that thuy gave up this 
custom in Palestine — perhaps from the time when 
Jesus was expelled from the synagogue. Thus a 
necessity would arise to institute some worship in 
its place. But that was never done formally, nor 
did it come about suddenly. The Christian wor- 
ship arose from another cause ; it grew out of the 
fellowship of Christian brotherhood. The origin 
of this worship is indicated in the statements that 
the new converts — doubtless associated with the 
older Christians — ' continued steadfastly in the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship (mxrwWa), in the 
breaking of bread and the prayers ' (Ac 2") ; that 
' day by day, continuing steadfastly with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread at home, they 
did take their food with gladness and singleness of 
heart, praising God,' etc. (v. 46 ). This seems to imply 
a daily meeting, which must have been early in 
the morning or at night, so as not to interfere 
with the common work of life. Probably the 
statement applies only to the time of primitive en- 
thusiasm. vV e meet with nothing of the kind later. 
The custom of the Church, both Jewish (cf. Jn 20" 
and v. 38 ) and Greek (Ac 20 7 ; 1 Co 16 2 ), was to 
meet on the first day of the week. See Lord's 
Day. The NT contains no reference to any 
yearly Christian festivals. The Paschal contro- 
versy in the 2nd cent, reveals a very early practice 
of keeping Easter, and Polycarp's association with 
St. John seems to connect this with apostolic times, 
especially as the apostolic precedent is cited. 
Irenseus states that Polycarp, visiting Koine in the 
time of Anicetus (c. 155 A.D.), 'had always ob- 
served it[ .e. on the 14th Nisan, the date in dispute] 
with John, the disciple of our Lord, and the other 
apostles with whom he had associated' (Euseb. 
HE v. 24). But the identification of the date with 
the Passover — the very question discussed by 
Polycarp — points rather to St. John's Jewish 
custom of keeping the Passover than to the in- 
stitution of Easter as an independent Christian 
festival. It indicates that, in late apostolic times, 
the surviving apostles, being Jews, when they kept 
the Passover, associated this with our Lord s last 
Passover, and so with His death and resurrection. 
Similarly, the Pentecost continued down from 
Jewish times as a Jewish festival adopted by the 
Church to commemorate the gift of the Holy 
Spirit as late as the 2nd cent. (Tertullian, de Idol. 
c. 12 ; Const. Apost. v. 20). Sulisequently it was 
divided into the feast of the Ascension and Pente- 
cost proper (Whitsunday), and lost its Jewish 
associations^ Epiphany was not known till the 
end of the 2nd cent. (Clem. Alex. Strom, i. 21), 
and then as a Gnostic festival, Christmas appearing 
still later. 

(6) Places. — The Jerusalem Christians wor- 
shipped * in the temple ' (Ac 2*»). This would be 
in common with other Jews and according to Jewish 
custom. The prayer would be private and per- 
sonal—like the prayers of the Pharisee and the 
publican in the parable. Similarly, when 1 Peter 



and John were going up into the temple at the 
hour of prayer, being the ninth hour ' (Ac 3 1 ), this 
must have been for private prayer. There could 
have been no public Christian worship there. If the 
phrase near' oIko? (2**) should be rendered ' at home,' 
as in RV, this would not point to Church fellow- 
ship as in AV, where we read 'from house to 
house.' But when the Christians met at Jeru- 
salem it was in a private house, using an ' upper 
room ' (vvtpyov, Ac l 13 ), perhaps the same room as 
the 'guest chamber' (jcardXi'/xa), also called 'a 
large upper room' (Lk 22 11, u ), in which Jesus took 
the Last Supper with His disciples. When St. 
Peter was liberated from prison, he went to the 
house of Mary, the mother of Mark, and found 
many gathered together there praying (Ac 12"). 
The word ' many ' does not suggest that the whole 
Church was there assembled. But the Church 
could only meet in such a place. There were no 
buildings for Christian worship before the end of 
the 2nd cent, (see Schaff, Ante-Niccnz Christianity, 
i. p. 199). St. Paul frequently refers to the Church 
in a house (Ho 16», 1 Co 16 w , Col 4 19 ). Once only, 
and that as late as the Pastoral Epistles, do we 
meet with the expression ' the house of God ' 
(lTi3 w ); but probably the word 'house' here 
means 'family' (cf. 2Ti l w , Tit 1". See von 
Soden, Hdcom. in loc.). 

(c) Persons. — The apostles naturally took the 
lead in conducting public worship when they were 
present. It would appear that, at Troas, St. Paul 
conducted the Lord's Supper, himself breaking the 
bread (Ac 20 u ). This is the only passage in the 
NT in which the distribution of the elements 
by any person, other than our Lord Himself, is 
mentioned. Elsewhere, the references to the Lord's 
Supper, in apostolic times, simply tell us of the 
Christians partaking of it together. The NT 
references to the functions of Church officers are 
confined to administration, discipline, and teach- 
ing ; they are silent in regard to worship. Prom 
the fact that the bishops took the lead in the 
worship of the sub-apostolic age, we may conclude 
that the elders in the Jewish Churches, and the 
bishops in the Greek Churches of NT times, had 
some pre-eminence in the conduct of worship. But 
from the example of Corinth — the one Church con- 
cerning the internal life of which we have any 
fulness of information— it is apjvarent that this 
was not always the case ; for 1 Cor. shows that 
there it was open to any member of the assembly 
to offer prayer or give utterance to a hymn of 
praise or a message of exhortation, even women 
praying and prophesying. If there were any who 
were more especially looked to for these offices 
they were the prophets (1 Co 14 a ), not the bishops, 
and the DidacrU makes it certain that these were 
different persons. That, too, is apparent from 
Eph 4", where the bishops must be looked for 
among the 'pastors' rather than among the 
* prophets.' 

(d) Method. — The proceedings of the best-known 
Church — that at Corinth — suggest that there was 
no settled order for the conduct of public worship 
in the apostolic Churches. It would not be safe 
to treat this one Church as typical of all other 
Churches, especially as St. Paul has occasion to 
rebuke its irregularities. Still, in doing so, he 
lays down no rules beyond that of mutual defer- 
ence (1 Co 14 80 ) ; nor is anything approaching a 
rubric, except that of the Lord s Supper, to be 
found in the NT, or in any primitive Church writ- 
ing, earlier than the DidacM. It ia probable that, 
throughout the apostolic age, the worship of the 
Church was always centred in the Lord's Supper, 
combined with the Agape. St. Paul gives direc- 
tions for the conduct of the Lord's Supper on the 
authority of Christ, from whom the particulars 
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concerning the institution of the ordinance had 
come down to him (1 Co 11 s5 " 28 ). The rest of the 
service seems to have been left to the impulses of 
individual members as they felt moved by the 
Spirit (McGiffert, Apostolic Age, p. 520 IX.). If, 
however, the Christians met twice in the day, it 
is probable that the morning assembly was for 
prayer and praise, and the evening meeting for the 
Agape, the arrangement we find in Bithynia in 
the reign of Trajan (c. 112 A.D.). Pliny writes, 
' It was their habit on a fixed day to assemble 
before daylight and sing by turns a hymn to Christ 
as a god. He adds that they ' bound themselves 
with an oath . . . not to commit theft,' etc., and 
says, further, ' After this was done, their custom 
was to depart, and meet together again to take 
food,' etc. (Ep. x. 96). The following functions 
would certainly be found in the primitive Christian 
worship : (1) Prayer (1 Co 14"- 1S ). (2) Praise, either 
by individual utterance (v. 39 ), or in hymns sung 
in common. The example of their Lord would en- 
courage the early Christians to employ the Jewish 
Psalter, which appears to have been always used 
in the Church (Alt 20 30 ). Then we have frag- 
ments of Christian hymns scattered over the NT 
(e.g. Ac 4 2 *- 30 , perhaps Eph I s ", 5", 1 Ti 3'«), 
especially those of the Apocalypse (4 8 * 11 5'- 10, u ' 18 
7 i» n i7 12 io-n 15».4 191.%. 7). The Canticles in 

St. Luke — the Magnificat (l 4 *"**), the Benedictus 
(vv. 68 -"), the Gloria in Ezcelsis (2"), and the Nunc 
Dimittis (2 =9-sa )— though possibly of pre-Christian 
origin, were probably found by the evangelist in 
use in the worship of the Churches, together with 
more specially Christian hymns. The passage 
from Pliny's letter, cited above, shows that in 
Bithynia, early in the 2nd cent., the singing was 
antiphonal (carmenque . . . dicere secum vicissim). 
See Hymx. (3) Lessons. St. Paul's frequent allu- 
sions to the OT, even in letters to Greek Churches, 
presuppose a knowledge of the LXX among his 
readers. This would be read in Christian worship 
after the analogy of the synagogue, though per- 
haps the Law would be omitted and preference 
would be given to Messianic prophecies. Possibly, 
login of Jesus were also read and facts of His life 
recited. St. Paul expected his Epistles to be read 
in the meetings of the Churches (1 Th 5- 7 , Col 4 W ), 
but only the OT was treated as Scripture. (4) 
Prophecy. The inspired utterance, so named, 
came from any member of the Church who felt 
the afflatus of the Spirit (1 Co 14 1 ), though it was 
especially expected from those who were recognized 
as prophets (v. 2 *). The Thessalonians were warned 
not to check this gift or despise the exercise of it 
(1 Th 3 M ). But they were to use their own intelli- 
gence, accepting the good and rejecting what did 
not approve itself to their judgment (v. 21 ). (5) 
Other gifts— tongues, exorcism, etc. (6) Contribu- 
tions. The Corinthians were to put by, on the 
first day of each week, their contribution towards 
the fund for the poor of Jerusalem (1 Co 16'). 
St. Paul's language implies, not that they were to 
bring it to the assembly every week, but that they 
should make up an amount at home by weekly 
instalments. The gifts for the Agape, however, 
would be brought every week, and the apostle re 
quires them to be divided among the brethren. 
Out of this subsequently grew the communion 
collections, which were sent to the poor, the sick, 
and confessors in prison (Justin Martyr. 1 Apol. 
65-67). 

(«) Object. — Christian worship in NT times is 
usually ottered to God as Father through Jesus 
Christ as His Son (see Ro l 8 , Eph 1» 3"). The 
Aramaic 'Abba' appears to have been adopted by 
Greek - speaking Christians as the peculiar title 
for God xn the Churches (see Ro 8 1 *). But, while 
this was the normal type, worship was sometimes 



offered to Christ and prayer addressed to Him. 
Some indefiniteness attaches to this subject, 
partly owing to the two senses in which the Gr. 
word wpoiTKweiy is used, and partly owing to the 
ambiguous usage of the title Ktipiot. Liddon claimed 
many instances of the worship of Jesus during His 
eartnly life, mostly on the strength of the use of 
the word irpwrKweiv in the Gospels, viz. Mt 2 11 
8 a 9 18 14* \$* 17 1 *- 18 20 30 28 9 - Lk 7 s7 - 31 17 18 - 18 
24«- M , Jn 9 s5 " 88 20"- 28 (Bampton Lectures, 1866, 
vii. 1). But it cannot be proved that in any of 
these cases (except the last, and there the word 
' worship ' is not used ) more than an act of homage 
and humble obeisance is intended. Josephus uses 
the word xpooKwountvok of the high priests (BJ 
IV. v. 2). In the second case cited (Mt 8*), which 
occurred quite early in our Lord's public ministry, 
it cannot be supposed that the leper actually 
offered Divine honours to Christ. The physical 
act of prostration in profound humility, and as 
rendering great honour, is all that can be meant. 
In another case (Mt 17 14 ) the word irparKweiv is 
not used, but we have yoviTerwi> (kneeling). Still 
it is to be observed that this homage was reserved 
for Christ alone, being repudiated by St. Peter 
(Ac 10 s8 - 28 ) and by the angel in the Apocalypse 
before whom St. John had prostrated himself 
(Rev 22 s - 9 ). The homage offered to Christ would 
vary in its significance from the simple prostra- 
tion of the leper before the Great Healer to the 
adoration of Mary Mngdalene and Thomas in 
presence of the risen Christ, its significance de- 
pending w holly on the idea of His nature that had 
been attained, and therefore not to be determined 
by the mere statements of the outward acts which 
we find in the Gospels. It is inappropriate to intro- 
duce the case of the dying malefactor (Lk 23") as 
an instance of prayer to Christ (Liddon). This was 
a simple request without the element of worship. 

But one effect of the resurrection was to develop 
so exalted a conception of Christ in the Church 
that homage which cannot be distinguished from 
worship came to be addressed to Him. Thus 
Ananias of Damascus, when addressing Jesus in a 
vision (since it was in a vision, we cannot cite this 
as an act of prayer to Christ, because, in this 
vision, Jesus appears to Ananias and a conversa- 
tion takes place), describes Christians as 4 all that 
call upon thy name ' (Ac 9 U ; cf. v. 21 ' them which 
called on this name'). The same expression is 
used by St. Paul (1 Co I s ). The form of words is 
a Hebraism, used in the OT of the worship of 
Jehovah— ni^ Dys rjB (Gn 4 M 12 8 , 2 K 5"), and St. 
Paul cites an OT passage where it occurs with 
reference to God and applies this to Christ (Ro 
10 ,s ). St. Stephen commends his spirit to Jesus, 
and prays to Jesus as Lord for the pardon of his 
enemies, in language closely resembling that 
which Jesus addressed to God (Ac 7 8 »-« u , c f_ 
23**- *•). St. Paul refers to Jesus Christ in associa- 
tion with ' God himself ' as exercising a directing 
Providence for the help of which he prays {e.g. 
1 Th 3 U , 2 Th 2 18 - » Ph 2»). Various forms of 
benediction imply a reference to Christ {e.g. Ro 
16 20 , 1 Co I s ). St. Paul writes of praying to * the 
Lord,' evidently meaning Christ, but in language 
which suggests an allusion to the Jewish thought 
of Jehovah {e.g. 2 Co 12 8 - 9 ). The author of He- 
brews claims for Christ OT language referring to 
the worship of God (He l 8 * ,<Ma ). According to the 
Fourth Gospel, ' all men are to honour (rifj-Qai) the 
Son, even as they honour the Father ' (Jn 3°). In 
the Apocalypse, direct worship is offered to Christ 
as 'the Lamb.' The prayers of the saints are 
presented to Him (Rev 5"), and hymns are sung in 
honour of Him (w. 9 - "■ "). In the sub-apostolic 
age prayer is usually offered to God through 
Christ, rather than directly to Christ Himself 
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(e.g. 1 Clem. 59-61 ; DidachS, 9, 10) ; but Ignatius 
{ad Horn. 4) and Poly carp (ad Phil. 1, 12) use 
the language of prayer concerning Christ; and 
the ancient homily, called S Clement, begins, 
* Brethren, we ought so to think of Jesus Christ as 
of God ' (see Harnack, Hist, of Dog. I. iii. 6). 

According to Pliny, the Christians were in the 
habit of meeting to 'sing a hymn to Christ as 
God ' (carmenque Christo quasi deo dicere, — Ep. x. 
96). There is no indication of saint- worship or of 
the adoration of the Virgin Mary in the NT ; nor 
do we there meet with the distinction between 
the adoration (Xarptla) due to God alone, and the 
lower form of prayer to saints (dov\ela, invocatio) 
observed from the time of Augustine. St. Paul 
rebukes the worship of angels, associated with 
Jewish Gnosticism (Col 2 U ). 

LmnuTOM.— Scfaaff, Apottolie Christianity ; McGiffert, His- 
tory of Christianity in the Apostolic Age ; Bartlet, The Apostolic 
Age ; Weirsiicker, Apostolic Age (En*, tr.), vol. ii. ; Harnack, 
History of Dogma, vol. i. ; Hort, The Christian Ecclesia ; 
Lechler, Apostolic and pott- Apottolie Times ; Beyachlag, 2/T 
Theology (Eng. tr.); Pfleiderer, Urchristenthum ; Lot-rung, 
Gemeindeverfassung des (Irchristenthumt ; also article Church, 
L The Puttie Worship, and books there named. 

W. F. ADENKY. 

WOT.-See WlT. 
WRATH. — See Anger. 

WRE8TLING is twice referred to in EV of OT 
and once in NT. The Heb. terms are— 1. pa* (in 
Niph.), # of Jacob's wrestling at Peniel, Gn 82**-* 
(LXX waXalu). On the word-play between ne'ibak 
and Jabbok see vol. ii. p. 530*, note +. 2. *?of , in 
Rachel's saying : ' With mighty wrestlings (naph- 
ttilim) have I wrestled (niphtalti) with my sister 
and have prevailed,' whence she is said to have 
given to Bi Utah's son the name NAPHTALI, Gn 30*. 
The word means ' twist oneself ' without being spe- 
cifically confined to wrestling. 

Wrestling, which was a familiar spectacle at the 
games in any Greek city, supplies a metaphor 
to St. Paul in Eph 6 ia ' i or our wrestling is not 
against flesh and blood,' etc. (Sri o&k farm ij/ur [v.l. 
vuir] i] ird\n xpbt alua #rai capica, k.t.X.). For a 
description of wrestling contests see Smith's Diet, 
of Gr. and Bom. Ant., s.v. ' Lucta.' 

WRITING.— i. The Antiquity of Writing. 
— The practice of writing in the countries of the 
nearer East goes back to a remote and indefinite 
antiquity. Looking only at the nations connected 
in some measure with Palestine, we lind evidence 
of the use of written characters at a date far 
earlier than the beginnings of anything that can 
be called definite Hebrew history. In Egypt, in- 
scriptions have been found containing the name 
of Menes, the first king in the first dynasty known 
to subsequent Egyptian chroniclers, whose date 
cannot be much later (and may be earlier) than 
B.C. 5000, while other inscriptions are believed to 
belong to yet earlier rulers. These are inscribed 
upon stone : the earliest extant example of writ- 
ing upon papyrus is one found at Sakkara in 1893, 
containing accounts dated in the reign of Assa, 
the last king of the 5th dynasty (c. 358U-3536 B.C.). 
To the same date purports to belong the first 
recorded literary composition in Egypt, the Pro- 
verjas of Ptah - hotep, preserved in the Papyrus 
Prisse, though the papyrus itself is of a much later 
date (c. 2500 B.C.). In Babylonia, inscriptions are 
extant of Sargon I., who flourished about B.C. 3750 ; 
while the thousands of tablets found at Telloh 
prove the free use of writing among the Suraerian 

• This word may be adenoni. from pan * rlunt.' and mean 'get 
dusty' (cf. tint, »»;«), or may be a dialectical variant ol pjn 
'clasp,' 'embrace.' 



inhabitants of Babylonia at an even earlier date, 
which cannot be placed lower than B.C. 4000. From 
Palestine itself we have no remains of so early a 
period ; but the tablets of Tel el - Araarna (see 
§ iii.) include several letters written by the 

fovernors of cities in Palestine to their masters in 
Igypt in the 15th cent. B.C. ; and recent excava- 
tions at Knossos in Crete have brought to light a 
large quantity of inscribed tablets, partly hiero- 
glyphic, but mainly linear in script, in characters 
as yet undeciphered, which must also be assigned 
to about the middle of the second millennium 
B.C. How far these are to be regarded as the 
ancestors of Greek writing is a point still undeter- 
mined ; but they complete the proof that in the 
countries surrounding Palestine, and probably also 
in Palestine itself, writing was an art well known 
and familiarly practised for many centuries before 
the earliest examples of Hebrew writing at present 
extant. 

Litkratorh.— Arts. Babyloitu, Eottt, above; Petrie. Royal 
Tombs of the First Dynasty at Abydos, 1000, Hut. of Egypt, L 
81 ; L. W. King, Encye. Biol. L 439-442 ; A. J. Evans, Annual 
of the British School at Athens, 1800-1900, pp. 65-63. 

ii. Materials. — Many materials were used in 
Palestine and the adjoining countries for the 
reception of writing at various times, (o) Stone is 
almost everywhere the earliest material on which 
writing has come down to us. The earliest inscrip- 
tions in Egypt and Babylonia are on stone. Stone 
is also used for the Hittite inscriptions in northern 
Syria and Asia Minor ; and in Palestine itself the 
earliest considerable examples of writing are the 
Moabite Stone and the Siloam inscription (see 
§ iii.). The Hebrew books, moreover, mention the 
use of stone in the earliest periods of their history. 
The Law given to Moses on Mt. Sinai is said to 
have been written on 'tables of stone' (Ex 31 u 
34 1 ' a> ). Moses commanded the people, when they 
passed over Jordan, to set up great stones, covered 
with plaster, and to write the Law upon them ( Dt 
27 s - », cf. Jos 8 80 -* 1 ). Job desires that his words 
might be graven in the rock for ever with an iron 
pen and lead (Job 19 2 *). In Phoenicia and Greece, 
similarly, the earliest extant examples of writing 
are inscriptions upon stone. (6) Clay was used 
predominantly in Assyria and Babylonia, the 
records and literature of which countries have 
come down to us mainly in the form of tablets of 
clay, on which characters in cuneiform writing have 
been inscribed while it was soft (see Babylonia). 
The discovery at Tel el-Amarna, in Upper Egypt, 
of similar tablets, containing the correspondence 
of the governors of the Syrian provinces and others 
with their Egyptian masters (see § iii.), shows that 
this kind of writing was the normal form of official 
correspondence between Egypt and Syria, at any 
rate in the time of the 18th dynasty (c. 1400 B.C.). 
The Knoseian tablets also are of sun-baked clay. 
In Ezk 4 1 the prophet, in captivity in Assyria, is 
directed to draw a plan of Jerusalem upon a tile 
(Heb. Ubhendh, LXX v-XMot). (c) Wood was largely 
used in many countries, in the form of tablets. 
In Greece it appears to have been the principal 
material in use before the introduction of papyrus, 
and to have continued to be employed for special 
purposes long after that date. The earliest men- 
tion of writing in Greek literature (Homer, 77. vi. 
169) describes a message written iw wlvaxi rrvK-ry. 
The laws of Solon were written npon wooden 
tablets {Shoves and Ktipfittt, Arist. Birds, 1354 ; Plot. 
Sol. 25). Tablets, whitewashed in order to receive 
ink better, were employed for official notices in 
Athens in the 4th cent. B.C. (ypauuareta XtXcvKwutra, 
v-mlcco* XtXevKouifOf, Ar. 'A0. IloX. 47, 48) ; a set of 
such tablets, used for private purposes at Panopolis 
in Upper E<*ypt about the 7th cent, after Christ, 
is now in tlie British Museum (Add. MS 33369). 
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Wooilen boards, inscribed in the^ one case with 
lines from Homer, in another with part of the 
Pktenissas of Euripides and the HecaU of Colli- 
niachus, are in the British Museum and the Rainer 
Collection at Vienna respectively, both having 
l>een found in Egypt. Many wooden tablets with 
Egyptian writing are also in existence, and Egyp- 
tian monuments represent scribes in the act of 
using such tablets. In Is 30 s and Hab 2 s the 
'tablet' or 'table' [Heb. luah, LXX vug/or] is no 
doubt wooden. The 'tables [same Heb.] of the 
heart,' metaphorically spoken of in Pr 3*, may be 
regarded either as wood or, in the light of Jter 17 1 , 
more probably as stone. It is not always possible 
to tell whether the writing upon tablets mentioned 
by ancient authors is upon the wood itself or upon 
wax or some similar material with which the wood 
was covered. Wax was certainly used sometimes, 
and in later periods wax tablets were the commonest 
form of note-books in Greece and Italy. Herodotus 
mentions such a tablet (vii. 239), and Cicero, 
Martial, and other authors refer to them very 
frequently. Many examples of them are still 
extant, notably those discovered at Pompeii.* 
(d) Bark is said by Pliny (HN xiii. II) to have 
been used for writing before papyrus was known, 
and it continued to be used in the West, though 
rarely, as late as the 5th cent, after Christ (Mar- 
tianus Capella, ii. 136 ; though it is not quite clear 
that the books so described are intended to be con- 
temporary productions). From its name, liber, 
comes the Latin word for ' book.' (e) Linen also 
was used in Italy in ancient times (libri lintei, 
Liwy, iv. 7, x. 38). The largest extant example of 
Etruscan writing is upon linen (in the museum at 
Agram). Linen was also used by the Egyptians 
for this purpose. (/) Lead was used in Greece 
and Italy, and probably elsewhere. Pausanias (ix. 
31. 4) mentions a leaden plate which he saw at 
Helicon, inscribed with the Works and Days of 
Hesiod ; but the principal use to which lead (and 
other metals) was put as writing material seems 
to have been to receive magical incantations and 
charms. Such tablets have been found, and men- 
tion of them is frequently made in magical papyri. 
(g) Potsherds (tarpaica) were used at Athens to 
receive the names of persons on whom sentence of 
banishment (ostracism) was to be pronounced. In 
Egypt they were very plentifully used for accounts, 
ana especially for tax receipts ; in the Coptic 
period passages of Scripture and quasi - literary 
pieces were also inscribed _ upon potsherds, (h) 
Leather plays a far more important part in the 
history of writing, especially of the Bible. It was 
used in Egypt ; leather rolls are extant from about 
B.C. 2000, and papyri of later date refer to docu- 
ments written on skins as far back as the 4th 
dynasty. On the Assyrian monuments scribes 
are shown holding rolls which appear to be of this 
material. The Persians used leather to contain 
the royal records (paaikucal SupBipai, Ctesias, ap. 
Diod. II. xxxii. 4). Similarly, Herodotus states 
that the Ionians of Asia Minor formerly used 
skins of sheep and goats, and that many barbarous 
peoples continued to do the same in his own time. 
In the OT, leather or skins are not expressly 
mentioned, but it is practically certain that this 
material was largely used, and was, in fact, the 
principal vehicle of Hebrew literature in historical 
times. The use of books in roll form is mentioned 

• 8ir H. II. Stanley (CornhiU Magazine, Jan. 1901, pp. 60, 01) 
records that on his first visit to Uganda, in 1875, portions of the 
NT, translated or paraphrased by him and his companions, 
were written on ' thin and polished boards of white wood, about 
10 by 12 inches. . . . During the three months I remained with 
Mtesa, the translations which we made from the Gospels were 
very copious, and the principal events from the Creation to the 
Crucifixion were also fairly written out, forming quite a bulky 
library of boards.' 
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in Pa 40 7 , Jer 38* * etc., Ezk 2» ; and the roll form 
implies the use of either leather or papyrus (vellum 
not having been yet invented, and bark, so far as 
is known, never naving been employed in Pales- 
tine). Papyrus might, no doubt, nave been intro- 
duced into Palestine from Egypt, and there is a 
recorded case of its being sent to Phoenicia in the 
11th cent. (Zeitsch.f. agypt. Sprache, 1900, p. 11) ; 
but there is no evidence of its general use at this date. 
On the other hand, the mention of the 'scribe's 
knife' (ta'ar hassop/ter, LXX r<p £vp$ rod ypan- 
liariut) in Jer 36 (43) a probably indicates that the 
roll destroyed by Jehoiakim was of leather ; since a 
knife (for the purpose of erasures) was part of the 
equipment of a scribe writing upon leather or 
vellum, but could not be used on so delicate a 
material as papyrus. In Nu S 2 * it is implied that 
writing could De washed off with water ; but this 
was the practice in the case of papyrus as well as 
leather, so that the passage is inconclusive. Clearer 
evidence is given by later writers. In the Letter 
of Aristeas the copy of the Law sent from Jeru- 
salem to Egypt for the purpose of the version of 
the LXX is expressly said to have been written on 
6i<p64pat. Further, the Talmud requires all copies 
of the Law to be written on skins, and in roll form ; 
and this regulation, which still remains in force 
for volumes intended for use in the synagogue, no 
doubt points back to an ancient tradition. All the 
evidence, in fact, seems to go to show that the 
OT Scriptures were habitually written on prepared 
skins, for which, in course of time, vellum was 
probably substituted in the case of ordinary copies 
(as distinct from synagogue rolls). It is not im- 
probable that in St. Paul's request (2 Ti 4 ,s ) for ra 
/3i/3X/a, p&Xurra ras fteuppdvai, the latter word refers 
to copies of parts of the OT.* 

(t) Papyrus.— If skins probably played the most 
important part in the early history of the Hebrew 
Scriptures, the papyrus plant certainly did so in 
the case of the Greek. The papyrus plant (cypcrus 
papyrus), which formerly grew in great profusion 
in the Nile (though now confined to the higher 
part of its course), was used from a very early date 
in Egypt as a material for writing. The earliest 
extant papyrus MS dates from the 6th dynasty 
(see § i.), and from about the 12th dynasty onwards 
many such volumes are known, with writings in 
all the varieties of Egyptian script— hieroglyphic, 
hieratic, and demotic. From Egypt the use of 
papyrus spread into the neighbouring countries, and 
it was the universal material for book-production 
in Greece and Italy during the most nourishing 
periods of their literature. The LXX version of 
the OT was produced in Egypt under the Ptolemies, 
and there can be no doubt that it was written upon 
papyrus, like the hundreds of Greek documents of 
that period which recent discoveries in that country 
have brought to light. So, too, with the books of 
the NT. These were written in Greek, in various 
parts of the Greek-speaking world — in Asia Minor, 
in Greece, in Rome, etc. ; and there is no reason to 
doubt that they were written on papyrus in the 
ordinary way. The only books which may have 
been originally written in Palestine are St. Matthew 
and St. James ; but these, it must be remeubered, 
would not at first be written as sacred books, so 
that the rules applying to the OT would not apply 
to them. They, too, must almost certainly have 
been written on papyrus ; and on this material 
the Greek OT and the NT must have circulated 
habitually, if not exclusively, until the 4th cent. # 
of our era. — The method of manufacture of papy- 
rus is described by Pliny (HN xiii. 11-13). The 



•The suggestions that the tupS/iSrai were blank sheets of 
vellum, or note-books (which were sometimes made of vellum 
at that date), or account-books, seem inconsistent with the im- 
portance evidently attached to them. 
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pith * of the stem of the plant was cut into thin 
strips, which were laid side by side to form a sheet. 
Another layer of strips was then laid upon the 
first, at right angles to it, so that the whole sheet 
was composed or two layers, in one of which the 
fibres ran horizontally, in the other perpendicularly. 
The two layers were attached to one another by 
moisture and pressure, with or without the addition 
of glue.f The sheets (koXXi)/*<""«» schedce) so formed 
were dried and polished, and were then ready for 
use. They could be used singly, as for letters, 
accounts, and the like ; or a number of them could 
be joined together, so as to form a roll. According 
to Pliny, the manufacturers prepared rolls (scapi) 
consisting of not more than 20 scnedce ; but a scribe 
who required more to contain the work he was 
copying could attach a second roll to the first, and 
cut oil' so much of it as might not be needed. The 
length of papyrus rolls, as actually used, varies 

Ctly. In ancient Egypt, when books were 
_ily used for ceremonial and ritual purposes, 
they were often of excessive length ; the longest 
at present known measures 144 ft. Bnt for prac- 
tical use much more moderate dimensions were 
necessary, and no Greek literary papyrus is known 
which exceeds 30 ft. The height varies from 15J 
to about 5 in. ; about 9 or 10 in. is a common 
height for a literary papyrus. The writing is nor- 
mally on that side of the papyrus on which the 
fibres lie horizontally, i.e. parallel to the length of 
the roll (recto) ; the verso is only used either when 
the scribe's matter exceeds the papyrus at his dis- 
posal, so that after filling the recto he is forced to 
continue on the verso, or (a commoner case) when the 
recto has already been used to receive some other 
writing. A roll of the first description (whether 
its material be leather or papyrus) is that men- 
tioned in Ezk 2 ,u (ef. Rev 5 f ), which was 1 written 
within and without ; and there was written therein 
lamentations, and mourning, and woe.' The multi- 
tude of calamities is indicated by the writing ex- 
tending over both sides of the roll. An example 
of a roll so written occurs in a magical papyrus in 
the British Museum (Pap. exxi.). Opisthogranh 
rolls of the second description imply that the 
writer employed papyrus already once used, either 
because he was too poor to get any other, or too 
remote from a town where it might be obtained, or 
that the matter he wished to write was too unim- 
portant to justify the use of fresh papyrus. Thus 
rough accounts are frequently written on the back 
of used papyrus ; or schoolboys' copies, as in the case 
of the papyrus which bears on its verso the Funeral 
Oration of Hyperides, roughly written in a school- 
boy's hand ; or we may have a literary work, written 
for the private use of an individual, not for sale or 
for a public library, as in the case of the 'AO-qvaiuv 
IloXtreia of Aristotle, which is written on the back 
of farm accounts. Such literary MSS might, no 
doubt, occasionally come into the market as cheap 
copies, but they would form no part of the regular 

• Driatzko (Untertwshungen, pp. 81, 82) suggest* that In 
ancient Egypt the fibres of the bark were used as well as the 
pith, the exclusive use of the latter being introduced after the 
Greek occupation ; but there is no authority for this distinc- 
tion, and an examination of early Egyptian papyri does not 
reveal any essential difference in the method of their manu- 
facture. Moreover, since Pliny states that even that part of 
the pith which was nearest the bark made material too coarse 
for writing purposes, the bark itself must have been still more 
unsuitable, and could not produce such excellent material as 
the papyri of the 18th and even earlier dynasties. 

t Pliny's words, 'turbidus liquor vim glutinis pnebet," are 
variously interpreted to mean that the muddy water (of the 
Nile) 'gives strength to the glue' (olutinu, dat. plur.) or 
* answers the purpose of glue ' (jjlulinu, gen. sing.). Dziatzko 
(op. cit. pp. 84, &!>) states that ft chemical examination of some 
fragments of papyrus disclosed no trace of glue between the 
layers, but showed that it had been applied to the surface, 
presumably to smooth and strengthen it. Certainly it is not 
always possible to discern glue, but sometimes it appears to 
be present. 



book trade. That the habitual use of them im- 
plied poverty, appears from Lucian (Vit. Auct. c. 
9), where it is one of the signs of the poverty- 
stricken disciple of Diogenes. The writing on 
papyrus was disposed in columns (veXlSei), the 
width of which, if not dictated by necessity, as in 
the verses of a poem; is generally from 2 to 3£ in. 
in the case of literary MSS of good quality. In copies 
written without regard to appearances (like the 
'AO. HoX. ), it might be considerably more. The tit le 
of a work was normally written at the end. The 
inner edge of the roll, or both edges, might be pro- 
vided with a wooden roller {6n<pa\6t), and volumes 
which claimed elegance of appearance were prob- 
ably always provided with them. Commoner copies 
were not so provided, but the edges were then 
generally strengthened by an extra strip of papyrus, 
to prevent tearing. A riXXv/fot, or thin strip of 
papyrus or vellum, was attached to the outside 
of the roll, bearing the title of the work ; such a 
aLWvfios, bearing the title of Sophron's Mimes, 
has been discovered at Oxyrhynchus (Ox. Pap. 
301, now Brit. Mus. Pap. 801). The roll might 
be enclosed in a cover (<paipb\rri), to protect it 
from damage, and stored in a wooden case (capsa) 
with several others. — The roll form of book con- 
tinued in common, if not universal, use until 
the 3rd cent. ; but from that date onwards (under 
the influence, no doubt, of the increasing use of 
vellum) papyrus books in codex form (like modern 
books) begin to be found, and the roll form gradu- 
ally drops out of use. The earliest fragments of 
the Greek Bible are written in the codex form, 
which seems to have been preferred by the Chris- 
tian converts. Vellum superseded papyrus as the 
material for the best books in the 4tn cent., but 
papyrus continued to be employed for inferior 
copies until the 7th cent. In 640, however, the 
Arabs conquered Egypt, and, by stopping the ex- 
port of papyrus, struck the death-blow to its use 
as a vehicle of Greek and Latin literature. It 
continued to be used in Egypt to some extent for 
accounts and for Coptic documents ; but its literary 
importance was at an end. 

(k) Parchment or vellum.— This material may be 
regarded as a special development from the use of 
skins, described above ; but it occupies a far mora 
important place in the history of literature than 
its parent. According to Varro (op. Pliny, UN 
xiii. 11), it originated at Pergamum under Eumenes 
II. (B.C. 197-158), when the king of Egypt, anxious 
to cripple his rival's growing library, forbade the 
export of papyrus. The king of Pergamum accord- 
ingly reverted to the use of skins, which had for- 
murly been general in Ahia Minor (see above) ; but 
the skins were made more suitable for literary pur- 
poses by a special preparation, and the material 
thus produced received from its place of origin the 
name of jre/yya/iijri), whence our parchment. Parch- 
ment differs from leather in not being tanned ; the 
skins are merely 6tretched and dried, the hairs being 
removed from the one side and the flesh from the 
other, and the whole being smoothed with pumice. 
In modern usage the flesh side is also dressed with 
chalk ; the special methods, if any, of preparing 
ancient parchment are unknown. The skins used 
are principally those of sheep, lambs, and calves, but 
those of goats, asses, and swine may also be used ; 
and specially fine vellum is provided by antelopes. 
Strictly speaking, vellum denotes the material 
manufactured from calves (and antelopes), and 
parchment that provided by sheep, etc.; tint prac- 
tically no distinction is made between them, and 
the term vellum is applied to all kinds of dressed 
skins used for the purposes of writing. Of the 
character of the vellum MSS of Pergamum nothing 
is known ; but it is certain that the material did 
not come into general use for literary purposes, in 
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other countries, until a much later period. At 
Kome, in the 1st cent. B.C. and the 1st and 2nd 
cents, after Christ, there is evidence of the use of 
vellum, but only for note-books and for rough 
drafts or inferior copies of literary works (Cic. ad 
Att. xiii. 24 ; Hor. Sat. ii. 3 ; Martial, xiv. 7. 184, 
etc. ; Quintilian, x. 3. 31). A fragment of a vellum 
MS, which may belong to this period, is preserved 
in Brit. Mus. Add. MS 34473, consisting of two 
leaves of Demosthenes, de Fals. Leg., in a small 
hand, which appears to be of the 2nd century. 
The use of vellum for note-books, which would 
be sli aped according to the analogy of wax tablets, 
the form of note-book previously existing, natur- 
ally led to the evolution of the codex, or modern 
book form ; and the rise of vellum into favour for 
literary purposes is also the rise of the codex. This 
appears to have taken place during the 3rd cent. , the 
final victory of vellum and the codex form being 
achieved in the early part of the 4th century. When 
Constantino founded his new capital, he instructed 
Eusebius to have fifty MSS on vellum (auudria iv 
dupdtpais) prepared by skilled calligraphers for the 
churches in it (Vit. Const, iv. 36, A.D. 331); and 
about the middle of the century the library of 
Pamphilus at Cresarea (consisting largely of the 
works of Origen), which had fallen into decay, 
was restored by Acacius and Euzoius, who had 
the damaged volumes replaced by vellum ('in 
membranis instaurare conati sunt, Jerome, Ep. 
cxli.). The spread of Christianity probably had 
much to do with the change, by creating a demand 
for complete copies of the Scriptures. No papyrus 
roll of ordinary dimensions could hold more than 
one of the longer books of the NT, and a set of 
some 30 or 40 rolls would be necessary for the 
entire Bible ; while the whole could be gathered 
into a single codex of not immoderate size. Ex- 
amples of such codices from this very period re- 
main in the celebrated Codex Vaticanus and Codex 
Sinaiticus, and probably also in the earliest copies 
of Virgil. The vellum of these early MSS ranks 
with the very finest in quality. For special magni- 
ficence, the vellum was sometimes dyed purple, 
with letters of silver or gold. The existence of 
such MSS in the 4th cent, is proved by Jerome's 
denunciation of them ('in membranis pnrpureis 
auro argentoque descriptos,' Prat/, in Job ; ' in- 
ticiuntur membrame colore purpureo, aurum liques- 
cit in litteras, gemmis codices vestiuntur, ad 
Eustochium de custod. virg. ). 

To th is period may perhaps be attributed the Codex Veronensis 
of the Old Latin Gospels ; but most of the purple MSS now 
extant are of later date. Those of the Greek Oospels are all 
attributable to the 6th cent (the codices known as Evann. N, N», 
2, +, and one recently brought from Sinope to Paris, the latter 
and N» being written in gold letters, the others in silver, 
with gold only for the sacred names). Other purple M88 
are the Codices Palatinus and Saretianus (5th cent.), Vlndo- 
bonensis and Brixianus (6th cent.) of the Old Latin Oospels, the 
Vienna Genesis (6th cent.), which also has painted miniatures, 
the Oothio Oospels at Upsala (6th cent.), the Mete Oospels and 
Psalter of 8t. Germanus at Paris (6th cent.), the Zurich Greek 
Psalter (7th cent), the Vulgate Oospels written by Oodescalc 
for Charlemagne (a.d. 781), the Hamilton Gospels, now in 
America, and two other copies of the Gospels at Paris (8th 
cent.). The last four, all written in the time of Charlemagne 
(to which more of the same and subsequent periods might be 
added), have letters of gold ; the earlier MSS are in silver. 
Among special curiosities of ornamentation may be mentioned 
two leaves gilded all over, with lettering in blue, containing 
the tables of Eusebian Canons, from a copy of the Creek Oos- 
pels, of the 6th cent., in the British Museum, and two books of 
prayers written on black vellum in gold and silver letters, of the 
15th to 16th cents., at Vienna. 

The sheet of vellum having been prepared for 
use, it was folded into quires, a process which 
causes hair-side to face hair-side, and flesh -side 
flesh-side throughout the volume. Quires are found 
of various sizes, eight leaves being the commonest 
number. In Greek MSS the flesh-side normally 
begins the quire in Latin MSS the hair-side. Line's 



were ruled on the vellum with a blunt-pointed 
instrument, generally on the hair-side, making a 
furrow on that side and a ridge on the flesh-side. 
After the use of vellum had become well estab- 
lished, the writing was generally arranged in two 
columns to the page, sometimes less, but very rarely 
more. The earliest MSS, however, show a larger 
number, the Cod. Sinaiticus having four columns to 
the page, and the Codd. Vaticanus and Patiriensis 
(5th cent. ) three. It is probable that the use of 
narrow columns which this involves is a reminiscence 
of the narrow columns habitually found in papyri, 
from which these MSS were almost certainly copied. 
A revival of this practice is occasionally found in 
later MSS, as in Brit. Mus. Itoyal MS 1 D ii, con- 
taining part of the LXX, of which four quires are 
written with three columns to the page ; or the 
great Bibles containing Theodulfs recension of the 
Vulgate, which also have triple columns. 

(/) Paper, the ultimate survivor in the competi- 
tion between the various vehicles of literature, is 
of much less importance for the history of writing 
than either papyrus or vellum, on account of the 
lateness of its appearance in Europe and Western 
Asia. The date of its invention is unknown, but 
there seems to be no doubt that it was first manu- 
factured in China. About the middle of the 8th 
cent, it l>ecame known to the Arabs, perhaps as a 
result of their conquest of Samarcand, in 704, and 
factories were established in Baghdad and else- 
where. Specimens of their workmanship have 
been found in Egypt, dating from an earlyperiod 
in the Arab occupation of that country. To this 

Siper the names charta (often with the epithet 
amascena) and papyrus were applied, since it 
served to take the place of the material formerly 
known by those names. From the Arabs the 
knowledge of paper passed, after a considerable 
lapse of time, to the Spaniards and Italians. The 
earliest known specimens are of the 12th cent., 
but it was only slowly that the new material made 
headway against the supremacy of vellum for 
literary purposes. Towards the end of the 14th 
cent, it began to be used with some freedom in the 
book trade, and during the 15th cent, it was 
coming to supersede vellum for ordinary purposes, 
even before the invention of printing dealt the 
fatal blow to the older material. It was formerly 
supposed that the earliest paper, introduced into 
Europe from the East, was made from cotton 
wool, and a distinction was drawn between cotton 

Eaper and linen paper. Microscopic examination, 
owever, shows that this is a delusion, and that 
no such thing as P&per made wholly of cotton 
has ever existed. The name bombycina, which is 
used to describe the Oriental paper, has probably 
nothing to do with the material out of which it 
was made, but is a corruption of bambyeina, from 
Bambyce, in Syria, where it was manufactured. 
The materials out of which it was usually manu- 
factured were hemp or flax, for which woollen 
cloth was subsequently substituted, and eventually 
(in the 14th cent.) linen rags. Water - marks, 
which do not occur in Oriental paper, were intro- 
duced by Eurojtean manufacturers in the 13th 
cent. The earliest known specimen is on paper 
used in the district of Ancona in 1293. 

(m) The implements of uniting have naturally 
differed according to the various materials on 
which they had to l>e employed. A sharp, pointed 
metal instrument, known to the Greeks as <rrOXot, 
Lat. stilus, was used for writing on clay or wax 
tablets (cf. Job 19**, Jer 17'). On papyrus the 
reed {ic&Xauoi, calamus) was used (cf. 3 Jn 13 8ii 
ui\avot Kal xaXduov), and possibly also on leather 
(cf. Ps 45', where the LXX has K&Xaftot ypauixarius). 
Metal pens in the form of a reed or quill have been 
found in the so-called Grave of Aristotle at Eretria, 
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and (of the Roman period) in Italy and Britain. 
The quill pen is first mentioned by an anonymous 
biographer of Theodoric the Goth [c. 500) and by 
Isidore of Seville (c. 600). — The earliest form of ink 
(pAar, atramentum, tyKawrrov, incaustvm, whence 
ink) appears to have been either the juice dis- 
charged by the cuttle-fish (Persius, iii. 13) or a 
mixture oi soot and gum. This often gives excel- 
lent results, the ink of the Greek papyri, even 
from the earliest times (3rd and 2nd cent. B.C.), 
being often admirably black. This kind of ink 
did not sink deeply into the material on which it 
was laid, and could be washed off without much 
difficulty ; on papyrus this was the ordinary 
method of deletion on a large scale. Gall -apples 
are not mentioned until the 5th cent. (Martian us 
Capella, iii. 225), but were probably used con- 
siderably earlier. Metallio inks were not used 
with papyrus, but must have been adopted early 
in the history of writing upon vellum ; it is to 



the Hebrews. The uncertainty which attends the 
dating of the earlier books of the OT and of the 
materials upon which they are based, makes it 
dangerous to draw any conclusions from the 
references in them to the practice of writing. 
The discovery (in 1887) of the Tel el-Amarna 
tablets (Fig. 1), near the site of the capital of 
Amenophis iv., containing correspondence, in 
cuneiform characters and in Babylonian dialect, 
between the Egyptian governors or vassal princes 
in Palestine and Syria and the king and his minis- 
ters in Egypt, proves that writing was practised 
in Palestine at a date either a century before the 
Exodus (if that event be assigned to the reign of 
Merenptah, as commonly held), or contemporary 
with the Hebrew entry into the Promised Land, 
according to the alternative chronology. There is 
also no difficulty in believing that Moses, having 
been brought up in the Egyptian court (cf. Ac 7**), 
was acquainted with the art of writing ; though, of 




na. L— cuKKiroRM tablrt prom tel bl-amarka, 14th cemt. m.a 
(Brit Mus. BU. 88-10-13, 75.) 



this element that the erosion seen in so many 
early vellum MSS (e.g. the Codex Vaticanus and 
the Codex Alexandrinus) is due. In the Middle 
Ages a less corrosive ink is generally used. Some 
beautiful specimens remain from about the begin- 
ning of the 8th cent., e.g. the Codex Amiatinus 
and the Lindisfarne Gospels. Many recipes for 
ink are recorded in mediaeval MSS ; the principal 
ingredients are gall-apples, vitriol, and gum. 

Liter An irk. — Birt, Da* antike Buehweien, 1882 ; Gordthausen, 
Griechische Palaographie, 1879 ; Thompson, Handbook of Greek 
and Latin Palaeography, cc. li-lv, 1893 ; Driatzko, UnUrtuch- 
ungen uber aungcwahlte Kapitel del antiken Bxushtoeten*, 
1900; Pietnchmann, Leder mid Holt alt Schreibmaterial bei 
den Aegypten (Samnilmifr bibliothekswissenschaftlichen Ar- 
beiten, Hft 8X 1895 ; Karabocek and Wiesner, Dot arabuehe 
Papier (Mitth. aus d. Saramlunjf d. Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer, 
ii. 87 a.% 1887 ; Buhl, Canon and Text of the OT, Ene. tr. 
• 74, 1892; Kenyan, PaUtography of Greek Papyri, ch. iL 
1899 ; Wattenbach, Dot Schrijlvxten tm Mittelalttr», 1896. 

iii. Hebrew Writing.— It is impossible to fix 
with any precision the beginning of writing among 



course, this fact in itself proves nothing as to his 
actual and immediate authorship of the hooks 
ascribed to him. The name Kiriath-sepher (Jos 
15") is held by Sayce and some others (but see 
Moore, Judges, 26 f.) to mean 'city of books,' 
which might indicate even the existence of a 
library (perhaps such a one as that of Ashur- 
bani-pal at Nineveh) or record - office ; and one 
interpretation of shebef gopher in Jg 5" (LXX B 
if iipSip Sttj-ffyTeus ypafiuarivs, A V ' the pen of the 
writer,' RVm ' the staff of the scribe ' ; but RV 
' the marshal's stall'') finds a reference to writing 
in what is universally admitted to be a very 
ancient document. It is not nntil much later, 
however, that indubitable evidence of Hebrew 
writing is found. The earliest extant specimens 
are on the bowls of Baal Lebanon (see ALPHABET, 
vol. i. p. 73), the earliest of which may date from 
c. 1000 B.C., and the Moabite Stone, erected by 
Mesh A, king of Moab, about 850 B.C., to com- 
memorate his own revolt against Jehoram. This 
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is written in a dialect scarcely differing from 
Hebrew, and in the ancient Hebrew characters, 
which were a development from the original Phoe- 
nician alphabet (Alphabet ; for facsimile see 
Moab). It is followed by the Siloam inscription, 
attributed to the reign of Hezekiah (e. 700 B.C.) 
or Manasseh (c. 650 B.C.), the characters of which 
are a modification of those on the Moabite Stone. 
Somewhat later still, probably, are the inscriptions 
on the iar-handles found by Dr. Bliss at Tell ej- 
Judeideh, whicli are assigned approximately to 
650-500 B.C. (PEFSt, 1900, pp. 207, 341). 

Of actual Hebrew writing in the old characters 
we have no remains, since our earliest extant MSS 
belong to a period long after the adoption of the 
square characters ; but their appearance may be 
learnt from the MSS of the Samaritan version of 
the Pentateuch, the Samaritans having retained 
the ancient alphabet when the Jews abandoned it, 
after the Captivity, in favour of the Aramtean 
characters, which represented a different line of 
descent from the original Phoenician alphabet. 



which weru to be used in the services of the syna- 
gogue. These must always be leather rolls, not 
in modern book form ; and they must be written 
with the most scrupulous care. 

'A synagogue roll must be written on the skins of clean 
animals, prepared (or the particular use of the synagogue by a 
Jew. These must be fastened together with strings taken from 
clean animals. Every skin must contain a certain number of 
columns, equal throughout the entire codex. The length of 
each column must not extend over less than 48 or more than 
60 lines ; and the breadth must consist of thirtv letters. The 
whole copy must be first lined ; and if three words be written 
in it without a line, it is worthless. The ink should be black, 
neither red, green, nor any other colour, and be prepared 
according to a definite receipt. An authentic copy must be 
the exemplar, from which the transcriber ought not in the 
least to deviate. No word or letter, not even a yod, must be 
written from memory, the scribe not having looked at the 
codex before him. . . . Between every consonant the space of a 
hair or thread must intervene ; between every word the breadth 
of a narrow consonant ; between every new pa rat hah, or section, 
the breadth of nine consonants ; between every book, three 
lines. The fifth book of Moses must terminate exactly with a 
line ; but the rest need not do so. Besides this, the copyist 
must sit in full Jewish dress, wash his whole body, not begin 
to write the name of Qod with a pen newly dipped in ink, and 




FIO. 2. — tTKBREW PENTATEUCH CODEX, 9TH CEJTT. 

(Brit. Mus. MS Or. 4445, reduced). 



The old characters remained in use on coins of the 
Maccabsean period, but they had fallen out of use 
for literary purposes long before the time of our 
Lord, and there can l>e no doubt that the books read 
by Him {e.g. Lk 4 17 ) were written in the square 
alphabet, in which the small ness of the letter ydd 
justified the metaphor of Mt 5 18 .* The square 
characters of the earliest period were not identical 
in form with those of the MSS now extant, but 
they were their direct ancestors. So far we have 
very little light as to the appearance of the MSS 
in which the Hebrew Scriptures were preserved ; 
it is only when we reach the period of the Talmud 
(c. 300-500) that we find those principles being laid 
down which, stereotyped by the Massoretes, have 
given us the MSS now extant (Fig. 2). Minute 
directions are given for the copying of the Scrip- 
tures, especially of those volumes of the Law 
* An isolated survival of the old alphabet occurs in the case 
of Aquila, in whose Greek OT the name Jehovah was regularly 
written in these characters. Origen's statement to this effect 
has been confirmed by the fragments of Aquila recently dis- 
covered at Cairo, and now at Cambridge (Burkitt. Fragment* qf 
Aquila, 1897, cf. Taylor, Genizah Fragment!, p. 20 f.). 



should a king address him while writing that name ho must 
take no notice of him ' (S. Davidson, Text of the OT'*, p. 89;. 

Vowel-points are never added in synagogue rolls. 
Originally absent from Hebrew writing altogether, 
vowels were first represented, when some special 
need required their indication, by the semi-vowels 
i, ', n, and sometimes k, technically known as 
moires lectionis. The insertion of these signs 
gives what is known as the scriptio plena, their 
omission the scriptio defectiva. The date of the 
introduction of this device is uncertain, but it 
must be later than the production of the LXX. 
The more complete and satisfactory system of 
vowel-points was introduced about the 7th century. 
An alternative system, in which the points are 
supralinear instead of infralinear, is found in the 
oldest dated MS (the St. Petersburg Codex of the 
Prophets, A.D. 916), and in some others : this is sup- 
posed to have been practised at Babylon (but not 
exclusively even there), but never gained general 
acceptance. Vowel-points are habitually inserted 
in MSS other than synagogue rolls, but it was a 
rule that the consonantal text should be written 
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independently, and the points added by a different 
scribe. — Accentuation was probably introduced 
into Hebrew writing at about the same date as 
vowel-points (5th-7th cents.), and used to denote 
the logical interrelation of the several words in the 
sentence, as well as their vocal modulation in pub- 
lic reading. — Separation of words is effected in the 
Moabite and Siloam inscriptions by the insertion 
of a dot ; but the frequent mistakes in the division 
of words in the LXa, and the subsequent intro- 
duction of the ' final letters,' show that in early 
MSS Hebrew writing, like Greek and Latin to a 
much later period, was undivided. The use of 
the five 'final letters,' to indicate the ends of 
words, belongs to a date intermediate between the 
version of the LXX and the Talmud, a period in 
which most of the minutia; in the practice of the 
scribes probably originated. — Divisions of the text 
in Hebrew MSS are of various kinds. The larger 
divisions, corresponding roughly to our chapters, 
are the 'open and 'closed 1 sections. Open 
sections begin a new line in the MSS ; and if 
the previous section has ended at the end of a 
line, a whole line is left blank before the new 
section begins. Closed sections follow on in the 
same line as the end of the previous section, a 
blank space only being left between ; or, if the 
previous section ends too near the end of a line to 
admit of this, the next line is indented. Late 
MSS sometimes insert the letters d or □ in the blank 
space, to indicate an open or a closed section re- 
spectively. In the Law the MSS agree generally 
in their distribution of open and closed sections, 
but in the Prophets and Hagiographa there is 
considerable divergence, indicating difference of 
tradition in different Mnssoretic schools. This 
section-system was certainly introduced before the 
time of Jerome, and probably before the period of 
the Mishna. — Another form of division was into 
sedarim, or lections suited to a three-years' cycle 
of the reading of the Law. The Pentateuch is 
divided into 167 sedarim, while of the other books, 
which were similarly divided, the Former Prophets 
have 77, the Later Prophets 107, and the Hagio- 
grapha 81. Side by side with this was a one-year 
cycle of the reading of the Law, which was in use 
in Babylonia, involving a division of the Law into 
54 parashtydlh. These are indicated in the MSS, 
with a mnemonic mark to show the number of 
verses in each pardsha. Verse-division is rarely 
found in synagogue rolls ; in MSS in book form 
having accents and vowel-points it is regularly 
practised. The earliest method of indicating the 
end of a verse is by placing a sillnk ( - ) beneath the 
final letter ; subsequently the double point or colon 
{soph pasuk) was introduced. The verses were 
carefully numbered by the Massoretes, as a pre- 
caution against interpolation ; but the systems of 
division practised by the Babylonian and Pales- 
tinian Jews respectively differed considerably, and 
the one now in use differs from both of these, 
being apparently due to the Massoretes. 

The margins of Hebrew MSS play an important 
part in their character, since they generally con- 
tain the Massorah and certain kinds of various 
readings. The Massorah, or body of traditional 
commentary on textual matters, is of two kinds 
— the Greater and the Lesser Massorah. The 
Greater Massorah generally occupies the upper 
and lower margin of the page, while the Lesser is 
placed in the outer side margin. Between the 
columns come the various readings known as the 
K6rS and Scvirin (see Text OF OT). The places of 
the Lesser Massorah and the various readings are, 
however, sometimes interchanged. Often, too, 
the Hebrew text is accompanied by an Aramaic 
paraphrase, cither in parallel columns or between 
the lines.— On the palaeography of Hebrew MSS 



it is not necessary to dwell. Changes in the 
manner of writing between the 9th cent, (the date 
of our earliest MS) and the invention of printing 
were slight, and the best authorities differ con- 
siderably in their attribution of dates on the 
handwriting alone. Moreover, in view of the 
stereotyped character of the text preserved in all 
extant MSS, not so much depends on the precise 
assignment of dates as in the case of Greek MSS. 

Literature. — Oinaburg, Tntrod. to thf il antorttico -Critical 
Edition of the Hebrew Bible, 1897 ; 8. Davidson. Text of the 
OT-', 1869 ; Buhl, Canon and Text of the OT *, Eng. tr. 1892 ; 
Wickes, Accentuation of the to-called Prose Books, 1»S7; Driver, 
Notes on the Heh. Text of the Books of Samuel, 1890, pp. ix- 
xxxv, nee also p. 957 ; Weir, Short Hist, of the Heb. Text, 1899. 

iv. Greek Writing on Papyrus. — We are far 
better situated with regard to knowledge of the 
manner in whieh the Greek Bible was written than 
is the case with the Hebrew Bible ; for, whereas the 
earliest extant Hebrew MS is separated by more 
than a thousand years from the date of composition 
of the latest Hebrew book of the OT, we have 
(thanks to the discoveries made in Egypt within 
the last twelve years) Greek MSS as early as the 
date at which Greek first began to be used as a 
vehicle for the Scriptures. From the first half of 
the 3rd cent. B.C. onwards we have a continuous 
stream of Greek MSS (not indeed biblical, but 
showing how the biblical MSS must have been 
written), at first exclusively on papyrus, but from 
the 4th cent, after Christ also on vellum. 

Greek writing upon papyrus falls into two cate- 
gories, literary and documentary, the former being 
used primarily for works of literature, but at times 
also for documents of special importance, such as 
petitions to the great magistrates ; while the latter, 
primarily used for all sorts of non-literary docu- 
ments (receipts, contracts, accounts, letters, etc.), 
was also occasionally employed for private copies 
of literary works. Both classes have therefore to 
be taken into consideration with regard to the 
transmission of the sacred text. So far as the 
LXX is concerned, indeed, the non-literary hrfnd 
is not of much importance, since there is no reason 
to suppose that the version circulated to any great 
extent among other than literary classes. Copies 
were, no doubt, occasionally made in the common 
hand for poor people or for private use ; but it is 
not likely that this happened to such an extent as 
materially to affect the textual tradition. With 
regard to the NT the case is different, as will be 
shown below. 

The literary hand of the 8rd cent B.c, at the time of the pro- 
duction of the LXX, is known from the papyri extracted by 
Prof. Petrie from the cartonnage of some mummy case* found 
by him at Qurob in 1889, of which the best, from a pakBOgraphio 
point of view, are the fragments of the Phado of Plat© and the 
Antiope of Euripides. These are written in a very small uncial 
hand, neat and firm, in columns about 6 in. high and 2 J in. wide. 
According to a rough calculation, two rolls oi about 35 ft. each 
would be required to contain tLe Book of Ocaeeis in the style of 
writing employed in the Phcedo MS ; and, c\en with a taller 
column ana greater economy of space between the lines, it it 
certain that such a book could not have been contained in 
a single roll of normal length. The uncial hand on papyrus 
admits of occasional ligatures between the letters, so that the 
distinction between uncial and cursive hands is less sharply 
marked on papyrus than on vellum. Besides the small litenu-y 
hand Just mentioned, the early Ptolemaic papyri show a larger 
and rougher uncial hand, likewise used for literary purposes, 
but probably for cheaper and less carefully executed copies. 
The non-literary hands of the period are various, but for the 
most part are very cursive, with broad letters freely spaced out 
and large ligatures. 

In the 2nd cent. B.C. two forms of literary hand are again 
found in existence (and it must be remembered that the extant 
evidence is still scanty, so that no description is likely to be 
exhaustive)— one (exemplified by the papyrus of Hype rides in 
Athenogenem at the Louvre) being a square, firm hand, larger 
than that of the Petrie Phcedo, while the other (contained in a 
rhetorical papyrus, also at the Louvre) Is smaller, weaker, and 
more sloping. The non-literary hand is generally less straggling 
than in the previous century, the larger forms of it being often 
very hondsome, and the smaller neat and flowing. The 1st cent. 
b.c. is a period of transition, the Roman conquest of Egypt 
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leading gradually to a marked change of hand. Of literary 
papyri, few can be quite certainly attributed to this century, 
but there are strong grounds for placing the Herculaneum rolls 
here, with a few others from Egypt. Tne Herculaneum papyri 
show a number of rather small, business-like hands, without 
much ornament, written in narrow columns on papyrus of 
moderate height, and from these a good idea may be formed 
of the appearance of a MS of the LXX in the generation preced- 
ing the birth of our Lord. 

For the 1st cent, of the Christian era, and 
especially fur the second half of it, during which 
the liookH of the NT were written, we have fairly- 
good evidence as to the current literary hand, and 
ample for the non - literary hand. The literary 
hand is rather larger than was usual in the Ptole- 
maic period, with well-rounded curves and not 
infrequent ligatures ; a graceful style of writing, 
and, at its best (as in a papyrus of the Odyssey in 
the British Museum), very handsome. It is not 
likely, however, that the authors and early copyists 
of the books of the NT often had writing of this 
excellence at their disposal. A better example of 
the style in which the autographs of the N'l may 





forthcoming. Under these circumstances, the NT 
Scriptures must have circulated much in privately 
written copies. A good example of such a copy 
of a literary work in a non - literary hand is 
provided by the papyrus of Aristotle s 'A6ri*aiwt> 
UoXirtla, written at the end of the 1st cent, on 
the back of used papyrus, in four different hands, 
of which three are cursive and one a rough uncial. 
The cursive hands use abbreviations freely for 
common words and terminations (e.g. / = iarl, y' 
= y&p, k' = Kal, k' = ko.t&, t = t$v, t' = tt)s, t' =ruv), 
and the possibility must be reckoned with that 
similarly written MSS enter, to some extent, into 
the textual history of the NT. The common hands 
of the Boman period are small and very cursive, 
and errors in transcription would consequently be 
easy ; to say nothing of the probable want of habits 
of literary exactness among many of the copyists. 
No doubt, many well-written copies were also pro- 
duced, especially in the great towns where Christian 
communities were strong; and these would have a 
good chance of preserving a pure tradition, since 




1 b f KCN! UO ti CM , • NOC^lOOf T^5 CJO^ 






F10. 3.— ORFBK PAPYRUS ROLL, LATE 1ST CENT. 

(Brit. Mus. Pap. 115, Hyperkles, pro Euxtnippo) 



have been written is provided by a MS of Hyperides 
in the British Museum, written in the latter part 
of the 1st cent, in a hand akin to the best con- 
temporary non-literary MSS (Fig. 3). Even, how- 
ever, when the author's autograph or the first 
transcripts were produced by competent scribes, 
the conditions of circulation among the Christian 
community make it practically certain that the 
Scriptures must often have been copied by private 
persons, unskilled in the art of writing, and think- 
ing, not of producing a volume fit for the book 
market, but of reading for themselves, or trans- 
mitting to their friends, the all-important narrative 
of the Master's life. Throughout the first three 
centuries of the Christian era the books of the 
NT must have circulated mainly in channels out- 
side the ordinary book trade. Public libraries did 
not require them ; churches must often have lost 
their copies in times of persecution ; professional 
scribes, unless they happened to be Christians, 
would not be employed to transcribe them ; and in 
country places skilled calligraphy would not be. 



the literary hand of the 1st and 2nd cents, is clear 
and good, increasing in size, and perhaps in showi- 
ness, as time goes on. The most calligraphically 
elaborate papyri extant (two copies of the Iliad, bk. 
ii., at Oxford and in the British Museum) probably 
belong to the 2nd century. 

In the 3rd cent, a new element enters into con- 
sideration, namely tho adoption of the codex form, 
the roll form continuing alongside of it for a period 
which cannot be exactly defined. At first the 
codex form was inferior, as a style of book pro- 
duction, to the roll form, being an adaptation to 
literary purposes of a form which had hitherto 
been adopted mainly for memoranda and rough 
drafts. There are signs, however, that it was 
early taken into use among the Christians for their 
private copies of the Scriptures. The evidence at 

Iiresent available is too scanty to justify dogmatism, 
»ut it certainly is the case that several of the 
! earliest examples of the codex form contain Chris- 
j tian writings, and that the majority of papyri of 
I the 3rd cent, containing Christian writings are in 
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the codex form. Of the NT, two fragments are 
extant which are assigned to the 3rd cent., and 
three of the 4th ; all these are in codex fonn. Of 
the OT there are three fragments of the 3rd cent., 
of which one is certainly from a codex, and one is 
uncertain. In addition, the Oxyrhynchus fragment 
containing alleged sayings of our Lord is a leaf from 
a codex of the 3rd century. It appears, therefore, 
that the codex form was generally used among 
Christians at an earlier date than among people in 
general ; for of 21 non - Christian papyri assigned 
to the 3rd cent, only two are written in this form. 
These early Christian codices are nob showy 
specimens of the calligrapher's art; on the con- 
trary, they are somewhat roughly written, unonia- 
mental productions, generally of small size, suitable, 
it may be thought, for easy conveyance and easy 
concealment. This tits in with what has been said 
above as to the character of the MSS in which the 
books of the NT circulated before the recogni- 
tion of Christianity by the State. Prof. Hort lias 
observed (Intiod. to AT, § 352) that the Codex 



middle of the line, that of a comma ; and at the foot of the line, 
that of a aemioolon. In a few extant papyri these distinctions 
are observed ; but oftener they are neglected, and the dot is 
placed above the line to denote all values.— Accentuation is not 
unknown, as it is in the earliest vellum uncials, but is rarely and 
sporadically applied. No papyrus MS has accents fully and 
systematically supplied, but some of the best-written of them 
(notably the Bacchylides MS) have them fairly plentifully. Less 
well-written MS8 have fewer of them, and MSB in non-literary 
hands practically do not have them at alL— Separation of worth 
is not found, except in a few cases where ambiguity might 
result : here a single point is sometimes used to indicate the 
correct division. This is again especially the case in carefully 
written MSS, which are always more fully supplied with aids to 
comprehension than their commoner kindred. It is not at all 
likely that any of the early copies of the books of the NT were 
supplied with accents or punctuation, or had any indication of 
the division of words.— The use of abbreviation* in non-literary 
hands has been mentioned above. In addition to the symbols 
there described, a common method of abbreviation is to drop 
the termination of a word, writing the last letter which is 
retained above the line : e.g. «* T or mut* tor airit or «£»»», 
ypm/* for ypiyLuM or yjmftfiULTii*, wnu*& for wuurtm, and so on. 
Abbreviation by the omission of letters from the middle of a 
word is not practised, except in the common theological com- 
pendia («7, *, xi, <«, K.r.k.\ which are found from the 3rd cent. 
onwar.U. 
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no. 4. — okkkk tmciAt oodrx, 5ni CRTT. 
(Codex Sarravlanus, Leyden University Library, reduced.) 



Ephraemi in the Apocalypse must have been copied 
from a MS composed of small leaves ; and it is 
possible that it was such a one as those which we 
have been describing, — a private copy, without 
beauty of workmanship, and perhaps without much 
attention to precise accuracy of transcription. 
From this prerli lection for the codex form even on 
papyrus, the Christian Church was well prepared 
to make use of it when vellum began to come to 
the front as the material for book production. 

Before considering, however, the progress of paleography 
upon vellum, it will be as well to say something as to the 
ininutiie of Greek writing upon papyrus. In ordinary literary 
papyri, the writing is arranged in narrow columns, often leaning 
to the right, in uncial characters of medium size (smaller than 
is usual upon vellum), admitting of liiratures between them to a 
limited extent. Enlarged initials are not used. Pauses in the 
sense are indicated (if at all) by small blank snneeti in the text, 
often accompanied by a paragraph™, or short horizontal stroke 
below the first letters of the line in which a sentence ends.— 
Punctuation in the ordinary sense is very rarely found in prose 
MSS, but It occurs sporadicallv in a few MSS. In one or two 
very early MSS a double dot, like a colon, is used to separate 
sentences ; but usually only a single dot is employed. According 
U> the strict system, developed by the Alexandrian grammarians, 
a dot placed above the line has the value of a full stop ; in the 



Literature. — Thompson, Kenyon, Birt, Gardthausen, opp. 
cUt. ; Blass, art. ' Palaographie,' in Mutter's Uandbuch der 
klatritchen Alierthurnncittentchaft (1882); GrenfeUand Hunt, 
Oxyrhynchus Papyri, pts. i. ii. (1809-1000). 

t. Greek Uncial Writing on Vellum.— The 
supersession of papyrus by vellum has been de- 
scribed in § ii. The supersession, however, was 
not immediate and absolute ; for it is clear that 
copies of the Scriptures continued occasionally to 
be inscribed on papyrus as long as the material 
itself was accessible. Fragments of such MSS are 
in existence (such as a Psalter in the British 
Museum, and the Books of Zechariah and Malachi 
in a MS at Heidelberg) which are attributable to 
the 7th cent. ; and much later than this no Greek 
MS on papyrus can be, on account of the Arab con- 
quest, which closed Egypt to the Christian world. 
But from the 4th cent, onwards papyrus takes a 
secondary place. From that century we have the 
Vatican and Sinaitic Codices, and we know by 
tradition of the 50 volumes prepared for the 
churches of Constantinople ; and it is not likely 
that any papyrus MS, extant or hereafter to be 
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discovered, can be put into successful comparison 
with these. From this time forward, moreover, 
there was nothing to prevent the free multiplica- 
tion of copies of the Scriptures, with all the 
resources of trained penmanship. The textual 
tradition of the NT henceforth runs, not through 
private copies, but through the great churches and 
libraries ; and if Constantinople and Ctesarea used 
vellum, there is no reason to doubt that their ex- 
ample was followed in Rome and Antioch and even 
Alexandria ; indeed there is good reason for believ- 
ing, on paliuogranhical grounds, that the Vatican 
and Sinaitic Codices, and still more the Codex 
Alcxandrinus, were produced in Egypt. It is 
therefore to vellum MSS that we must look for 
the custodians of the sacred text from about the 
date of the Council of Nicseo. 

The palaeography of vellum MSS has been studied much longer 
than that of papyri, and rests on a far wider consensus of com- 
petent opinion. It may therefore be treated the more briefly here. 
The earliest vellum MS8 show a resemblance to the papyri, not 
only in the use of narrow columns (see $ U.), but in the handwrit- 
ing* themselves. It appears that, when vellum was taken into use 



begins in the middle of a line, the first letter of the first com- 
plete line) not only projects into the margin, but is considerably 
enlarged. In later Mas still these enlarged initials become the 
subject of ornamentation, until we reach the magnificent illu- 
minated Initials of the Middle Ages. In the 6th cent, the style 
of writing grows generally heavier, and there is more distinc- 
tion between the thick and thin strokes of a letter. In many 
MSS, too, the characters are larger, especially in the purple 
MSS, which ore a notable feature of this period. In Egyptian 
MSS of this period {e.g. the Codex Marchalianus of the 
Prophets) a somewhat stiff and angular style is adopted, which 
is akin to the hand found in Coptic MSS. After the Oth cent 
the best age of uncial writing is past. In the 7th cent, the 
writing began to assume a sloping form, — always a sign of 
degeneracy,— and to compensate for its loss of natural strength 
and firmness by excrescences in the shape of exaggerated knobs 
and bars at the extremities of the letters. Added to this a 
tendency to lateral compression is found, which culminates in 
the so-called ' Slavonic ' uncials which dominate the 8th and 9th 
centuries. In these, whether upright or sloping, the letters are 
heavy and angular, and tall in proportion to their width. A 
letter like O, instead of being a circle, is compressed into an oval, 
or even a diamond shape ; while T, K, r. and other letters have 
large bars at the ends of their projecting limbs. A reaction 
occurs in the 10th cent, when a return to the square and well- 
rounded characters of the 4th to Oth cents, is seen ; but by this 
time the day for uncial writing was post, and iU place was to be 
taken by a smaller and less cumbrous style. 
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HO. 8. — ORRER MIKTBCCLR CODEX, lOTH CJOTf. 

(Brit. Mus. Add. MS 11300X 



for the best copies of literary works, the scribes abandoned the 
sloping and somewhat inelegant writing which is characteristic 
of the papyri of the 3rd cent, and cost bock to the better 
models of "an earlier period. The unoial* characters of the 
Vatican and Sinaitic Codices appear to be modelled on the best 
papyrus MSS of the 1st and 2nd cents., a square, upright uncial 
of medium size, written with much simplicity of style. Liga- 
tures between letters are entirely eschewed, and no cursive 
element appears in the writing at all. The Cod. Vaticanus has 
no punctuation or accents by the first hand, no separation of 
words, no enlarged initials, no projection of letters into the 
manrin to denote a new paragraph. The same is the case with 
the Cod. SarravianiiH (Fig. 4) of the Pent, probably of the early 
5th century. The Coil. Sinaiticus differs only in the last detail, 
the first letter of a new paragraph projecting very slightly into 
the margin, hut without enlargement. In the Cod. Alexandrinus, 
assigned to the first half of the 5th cent., the hand is larger and 
heavier, the number of columns on a page is reduced to two, 
and the first letter of a new paragraph (or, if the paragraph 



• The term is derived from an expression of Jerome's (prcef. 
ad Job.), 'uncialibus ('inch -long'), ut vulgo aiunt, litteris,' 
and is applied to writing: in capital letters, each formed separ- 
ately, as distinct from the smaller minuscule style, introduced 
in the 9lh cent, which lent itself easily to cursive writing. In 
vellum MSS the distinction between uncial and minuscule is 
clearly marked ; but on papyrus it is le*« evident, and uncial 
writing on papyrus, as stated above, admitted not infrequently 
a cursive element 



Literature. — Thompson, op. eit. ; Oardthansen, vp. eit. j 
Palceotfraphical SoHety, facsimiles of MSS ; Omont, Faetimild 
dtm plut ancient manuncritt avert . . . de la Bibl. A'at. 1892; 
Kenyon, Facsimile* qf llibtical MSS in the Brit. Mux. 1900. 

vi. Greek Minuscule Writing. — The great 
defect of uncial writing as a vehicle of literature 
was its cumbrousness. Written without ligatures, 
in large, heavily-formed letters, it occupied more 
time and more space than its predecessor on 
papyrus, and could not be adapted to the produc- 
tion of cheap or handy volumes. Up to the 7th 
cent, this need was supplied, as has been shown 
above, by copies upon papyrus ; and the failure of 
the supply of this material drove the scril>es ulti- 
mately to the production of a substitute. Further, 
as uncial writing degenerated, it lost its sole re- 
commendation—the beauty of the volumes written 
in that style ; and the way was open to a successor. 
Both these wants were supplied by an adaptation 
of the cursive style of common writing to the 
purposes of literature. It is not to he supposed 
that uncials were ever the sole manner of writing 
in existence. From the earliest point at which 
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we have extant remains of Greek writing (3rd 
cent. B.C.), cursive writing is found in existence 
side by side with uncial ; and common-sense tells 
us that this must always have been the case, such 
writing being required for ordinary use, quite apart 
from the needs of book production. We now have 
plentiful examples of Greek cursive writing from 
the 3rd cent. B.C. to the 7th cent, after Christ, with 
a few specimens from the 8th cent. ; and it is only 
through the accident of the Arab conquest of 
Egypt that we are unable to trace its develop- 
ment on into the 9th cent. The extant evidence, 
however, is enough to show that the minuscule 
hand which was taken into use for literary pur- 
jioses in the 9th cent, is the direct descendant of 
that which is found in the Byzantine papyri of the 
6th and 7th centuries. The forms of nearly all 
the letters are the same ; only the exuberances of 
the Byzantine style are repressed, the size of the 
characters (which is often considerable) reduced, 
and the whole made far more calligraphic. The 
Greek minuscule MSS of the 9th and 10th cents, 
are, in fact, as beautiful examples of writing as 
exist anywhere ; and at the same time the economy 
in space and labour, as compared with the coarse 
Slavonic uncials which preceded them, is very con- 
siderable (Fig. 5). The effect of the reformation upon 
the textual tradition of the Greek Bible was very 
great. The multiplication of copies was rendered 
infinitely easier, the possession of them was placed 
within the reach of a much wider circle, and 
the consultation of the Scriptures was greatly 
facilitated. The extant uncial MSS of the NT 
number less than 200, the extant minuscules are 
nearly 3000 ; and though much must be allowed 
for the greater antiquity of the former style (and 
consequently greater certainty of the destruction 
of MSS), very much of the disparity must be due 
to the increased ease with which the minuscule could 
be produced. 

Into the details of Greek minuscule writing 
from the 9th cent, to the 15th it is not necessary 
to enter here. When all are so far removed from 
the original autographs, little turns on the precise 
date of a minuscule MS of the Bible. It is the 
character of the text contained in them, and the 
evidence thence derivable as to the archetypes 
from which they are descended, that make them 
valuable or the reverse. Moreover, it is not possible 
to describe the successive styles of minuscule 
writing, with the slight variations by which the 
typical hand of one century can (more or less pre- 
cariously) be distinguished from that of another, 
without a copious use of facsimiles. For these the 
reader may be referred to the publications of the 
Palaeographical Society or the series of facsimiles 
of dated MSS in the Bibliotheque Nationale issued 
by M. Omont. These illustrate at once the pre- 
dominant hands of the successive centuries, and 
the uncertainty which must always attend the 
precise fixing of undated MSS, owing to the 
sporadic reappearances of the various hands at 
considerable intervals of time. 

The earliest extant dated minuscule MS is dated in a.d. 835 
(the Uspensky Gospels) ; and in the course of this oenturj'i 
though the uncial style was by no means yet extinct, the 
minuscule hand was perfected into a style of great beauty. It 
is a firm, upright hand, rather square in character, and some- 
times leaning slightly backwards. The letters are frequently 
linked together, but only in small groups. The breathings are 
angular (► h «. j), the accents small and inconspicuous. The 
characters are pure minuscule, without intermixture of uncial 
forms. The writing stands upon the lines ruled in the vellum. 
Towards the end of the 10th cent, a change is made in this 
respect, and the writing frequently depends from the ruled 
lines. Uncial forms of certain letters (such as », x, ») creep in 

Sain among the minuscules. A looser style of writing is 
opted, the letters being less firm and square, and more freely 
spaced out. This is especially characteristic of a number of 
MSS of classical authors written about the 11th cent., and the 
same tendencies continue progressively in the succeeding cen- 
turies In the 11th cent., too, the rounded breathing makes 



its appearance, and in the 12th it is definitely established as tha 
usual form. In the 12th cent, the minuscule hand is often large 
and somewhat handsome, though without the compactness of 
the earlier style ; but from this point it degenerates more de- 
cisively. The forms of the letters become more irregular, 
accents are larger and more conspicuous, the practice ol con- 
traction Is introduced, which in later MSS increases to such an 
extent' as to render them unintelligible except after a special 
study of the various marks of abbreviation. Accents abw arc 
frequently formed in one stroke with the letters, and in every 
respect the tendency to cursiveness increases. The Renaissance, 
with its revival of interest in Greek in the West, and the in- 
creased demand for handsome specimens of Greek writing which 
it produced, led to some improvement in calligraphy ; >mt here 
the invention of printing stepped in, and the handiwork of the 
scribe was superseded by the mechanical precision of the press. 

Literature. — The authorities cited in | v. : Omont, Foe- 
timilti det manuteritt greet date'* de la DiUliotheque HationaU 
du ixe au xive rtlcle, 1890, and FactimiUt det manuteritt greet 
det xoe tt xeie tieelet, 1887; Wattenbach and von Velsen, 
Exempla Codieum Qrascorum lUterti minutculit teriptorum, 
1878. 

viL Latin Writing.— It does not come within 
the scope of this article to consider all the forms 
of writing in which the Bible has circulated ; but 
the Latin version holds such a unique position, as 
the Bible of the West, and one of such special 
interest to us, that a short description of Latin 
writing may be useful. Of its early stages, before 
the general adoption of vellum, we have much 
less knowledge than in the case of Greek ; for the 
papyri found in Egypt, which are our chief source 
of information of the pre-vellum period, contain 
but very few examples of Latin writing. Even 
the papyri of Hcrculaneum are almost wholly 
Greek; and though we know that papyrus was 
the main material of book production throughout 
the whole of the most productive period of Roman 
literature, and continued to be employed for liter- 
ary purposes as late as the 7th cent., and for 
certain official purposes (notably papal rescripts) 
down to the beginning of the 11th cent., we have 
no literary works of any substantial size now ex- 
tant on this material, with the exception of a few 
papyrus codices of the 6th and 7th cents., long after 
the victory of vellum had been accomplished. We 
have nothing to show us what the first editions 
of Cicero and Cesar, of Virgil and Horace, or-even 
of Tacitus and Pliny, were like. The history of 
the Latin literary hand begins, where the history 
of the Greek literary hand began until recently, 
with the rise of vellum. Of the early non-literary 
hand we have rather more evidence, in the shape 
of a few papyri and a considerable number of wax 
tablets ; and this may have been used, like the 
Greek non-literary hand, for the dissemination of 
the Scriptures in very early times. On this point, 
however, there is at present no evidence. 

On vellum the history of Latin writing follows substantially 
the same course as the Greek. It begins with an elaborately- 
written majuscule hand, in which all the letters are separate ; 
and this is ultimately superseded by a minuscule hand, which 
from the 9th cent, to the 15th is the universal vehicle of litera- 
ture. In the majuscule type of hand, however, distinctions are 
introduced which And no place in Greek. The earliest phase is 
that of writing in capitals, in which rounded forms of letters are 
rare, the general character being the same as that of inscriptions 
upon stone. These, again, are subdivided into tquare capitals, 
in which the letters are even in height and square in build, and 
ruttie, in which the horizontal strokes are very short in propor- 
tion to the perpendicular. Of square capitals very few speci- 
mens now remain (notably two fragmentary MSS of Virgil), and 
it seems clear that they were used only for (dit ions de luxe, and 
never were the form of writing exclusively in use. The shapes 
of the letters are essentially the same as in rustic capitals, only 
they are increased In breadth. The two styles are contempor- 
aneous, and of the two the rustic style Is unquestionably that 
which was in common use. It is also the earlier in date, going 
back to the papyrus period (e.g. a Roman military roll of a.d. 156, 
Pal. Hoc. ii. 105) ; while the heavier square capitals can hardly 
have been written except on vellum. Rustic capitals are found 
in the great early MSS of Virgil, the Roman us and Palatinus of 
the 4th cent., and the Mediceus of the 5th ; also in the Bembine 
Terence (4th-5th cent.), the Paris Prudentius (6th cent.), and 
even as late as the Psalter falsely attributed to St. Augustine, 
but really of the early 8th cent., and the Utrecht Psalter cf the 
9th cent. Commoner, however, than the rustic hand,— at any 
rate from the 4th cent, onwards,— Is the other form of tha 
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majuscule hand known as uncial. In this style many of the 
letters (notably A D E H M), which are angular in the capital 
hand, are rounded into curves, and vertical strokes are habitu- 
ally carried above or below the line of writing. This is the 
hand found in the earliest extant MSS of the Latin Bible, such 
as the Codd. Vercellensis (4th cent.), Veronensis and I'alatinus 
(4th -5th cent), Bobbiensis (5th-uth cent.), and other fragments 
of the Old Latin version ; and from the 6th cent, onwards it 
ousts the capital style from the field, with the exception of a 
few isolated examples, such aa those mentioned above. At first 
rather a small and irregular hand, without much pretension to 
beauty, it improves in regularity, firmness, and handsomeness 
up to the beginning of the 8th cent. ; the MSS of that period, 
such as the Lindisfarne Gospels and the Cod. Ainiatinuo, being 
probably the most magnificent examples of Latin writing in 
existenco. Meanwhile there wag a tendency to intermix min- 
uscule forms with uncials in writing of a less formal character, 
and this, which is known as the half-uncial style, is found as 
early as the Oth cent, adopted into use for literary purposes 
(e.g. a MS of Hilary at Rome, written not later than a.d. MO-lOk 
Subsisting side by side with the uncial style, the half-uncial 
hands paved the way for a general adoption of minuscules, which 
thus comes by an easier and less abrupt transition than in the 
case of Greek. On the one hand, the majuscule style hod been 
gradually toned down successively from capital to uncial, from 
uncial to half-uncial ; on the other, the cursive hand in daily 
use for common purposes was raised into the various ' national ' 
hands, Lombordic, Visigothic, and Merovingian, which, though 
inelegant enough, were still book-hands of a kind. By the 8th 
cent, the old literary hands had been broken up, and their place 
taken by these various species of mixed hands which had 
neither the beauty of the majuscule nor the ease and simplicity 
of the cursive. From this state of chaos Latin calligraphy was 
rescued by the reforms introduced in the reign and under the 
inspiration of Charlemagne. The Caroline reform, accomplished 
principally at the school of Tours, under the direction of Alcuin 
of York, evolved a style of writing which was at once graceful 
and clear, easy both to write and to read, which was destined 
to supersede the various national hands then in existence, and 
form the foundation of the minuscule hand which was the 
vehicle of literature until the invention of printing. To the 
Caroline minuscule style belong the Bibles containing the re- 
censions of the Vulgate text by Alcuin himself and by Theodulf 
of Orleans; while the beautiful uncials of the various contem- 
porary ' Golden ' Gospels, produced perhaps in the palace schools 
at Aachen, show how the best traditions of the 8th cent, could 
be carried on. 

It is impossible here to follow the developments of Latin 
palaeography in all their details. For the history of the biblical 
text perhaps the most notable is the compressed hand of the 
13th cent., in which so many Bibles are still extant. Coming 
after the bold and handsome hand of the 12th cent., its rigidity 
and compression are very noticeable. The scribe seems anxious 
to economize space to the lost degree ; and this, aided by the 
very thin vellum then in use, enables him to produce Bibles in 
a comparatively small compass. It is natural to connect this 
activity on the part of the scribes in multiplying copies of the 
Bible with the activity of the scholars of the University of Paris 
at this same period in revising and stereotyping its text ; the 
whole testifying to an increased interest in the reading of the 
Scriptures, which may perhaps be attributed to the influence of 
St. Louis. In the 14th and 16th cents, it is only necessary to 

Eint out the divergence of styles in the north and south of 
rope j the northern countries developing a heavy character, 
which, imitated by the printing-press of Gutenberg, was the 
parent of the ' black-letter' type of the Mazorin Bible and other 
early printed books ; while in Italy a happier taste led to a 
renaissance of tho Caroline style in the beautiful Italian hand 
from which, through the intermediary of Aldus and the other 
printers of the south, our modern types are derived. 

Literature. — Thompson, op. cit. ; PaUrcvjraphical Society, 
facsimiles; Marini, / Pajriri Diplomatici, 1805; Wattenbach 
and Zangemeister, Exrmpla Codicum Latinorumlittertimajus- 
culit seriptorum, 1876-79; Delisle, Album PaUographiaw, 
1887; Kenyon, Facsimiles of Biblical MSS in the British 
Museum, 1900. 

viii. Palimpsests. — A few special subjects re- 
main to be noticed. One peculiar class of MSS 
consists of palimpsests, or MSS from which the 
original writing has been removed in order that 
the material may be used again. With papyrus 
this could hardly be done. The material would 
not stand scraping with a knife, and, although ink 
could be removed with a sponge, it does not appear 
that this could be effected (at any rate without 
considerable damage to the surface) except when 
the ink was fresh and had not sunk deeply in. 
Certainly it is very seldom that traces of an earlier 
writing are observable on papyrus. Since the 
writing was in the first instance confined to one 
side of the roll, the verso was still left open for 
use by a later possessor when writing material 
ran short ; and further than this it does not seem 
to have been usual or possible to go. With vellum 



it was different. The tougher material admitted 
of the use of the knife, with which the scribe is 
habitually represented in mediaeval miniatures, 
and many instances are known of MSS in which 
the original writing has been scraped or washed 
off, and a later work substituted. Such MSS are 
known as palimpsests (' scraped again,' vdXtv and 
f&u) ; and, since the original writing is seldom 
wholly obliterated, it is often possible to decipher 
it in whole or in part. The most notable MSS 
of the Bible in this category are the Codex 
Ephraemi (C) at Paris, the Codex Nitriensis (R) in 
the British Museum, and the Sinaitic Codex of the 
Old Syriac version. In the first instance the upper 
writing is Greek, in the two others Syriac. Other 
biblical palimpsests are the Codex Dublinensis 
(O of the LXX, Z of the Gospels), Codex Crypto- 
ferratensis (V of the LXX), the Codices I 1 " 7 , P, Q, 
T», W\ W' (in part), S, T, I 8 , of the Gospels, M, 
P, a, of the Acts, R of the Pauline Epistles, t of the 
Old Latin Gospels, * of the OL Acts, que of the 
OL Pauline Epistles, the Fragmenta Wircebur- 

f;ensia of the OL Pentateuch and Prophets, some 
eaves at Vienna of the OL Kings, a Reichenau 
fragment of the OL Psalms, some Vatican and 
St. Gall fragments of the OL Prophets, and some 
fragments of the Pauline Epistles in Gothic at 
Milan. In most of these MSS the original writing 
is of the 5th or 6th cent. ; the upper writing is of 
various dates. 

Literati-re. — Scrivener, Introd. to Text. Crit. of XT*; 
Gregory. Prolegomena to Teschendorf's ST Grace; Swete, 
Introd. to the OT in Greek. 

ix. Stichometry and Colometry.— A arlxos 
(lit. 'row') is used primarily to mean a line of 
poetry. Hence it comes to denote a length of 
writing equal to an average line of poetry, and in 
this sense is used as a unit of measurement for 
literary purposes. Books are described as possess- 
ing so many trlx*, and scribes were paid according 
to the number of arlxoi written by them. Thus 
Dionysius of Halicarnassus (vi. 1126) states that 
the extant works of Demosthenes contained 50,000 
or 60,000 o-rlxoi ; and the edict of Diocletian, de 
preliis rerum venalium, fixes the scribe's pay at 25 
denarii per 100 orlxoi for the more expensive style 
of writing, and 20 denarii for the second quality. 
Galen (de Placit. Hipp, et Plat. viii. 1) expressly 
states that the unit of measurement was the 
average Homeric hexameter, reckoned at 16 syl- 
lables (it was independently calculated by Ch. 
Graux as 37-38 letters, but Galen's statement 
shows that the syllable was the basis of calcula- 
tion actually adopted). Rendel Harris has argued 
that the average iambic line of 12 syllables was 
also employed at times, and that this is, in fact, 
the second quality mentioned in the edict of 
Diocletian ; but explicit confirmation of this hypo- 
thesis has not yet been obtained. The system of 
stichometry was also applied to Latin MSS, though 
evidences of its use are less numerous. A 4th cent. 
MS i n the Phil lipps Li brary at Chel ten ham ( Mom m • 
sen, Hermes, xxi.) contains a computation of the 
contents of the works of Cyprian in arlxot which 
are the average Vergilian hexameter. The number 
of arlxoi in the various books of the Bible is stated 
in many MSS, no doubt for the purpose of cal- 
culating the scribe's pay ; but there are consider- 
able discrepancies in the figures. The oldest 
extant tables of biblical stichometry are the 
Cheltenham list (which includes the biblical books 
as well as Cyprian), a list (applying to the Pauline 
Epistles only) in the Cod. Sinai tieus (K)> a list in 
the Cod. Claromontanus (D »» aI -). » }«& in an 8th 
cent. Freisingen MS at Munich, published by C. H. 
Turner, and the list of Nicephorus in the 9th cent. : 
for the figures see Swete, Introd. to the OT in 
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Greek, p. 346 ; Scholz, Prolegomena to the NT, vol. 
i. p. xxviii ; Turner, Journ. Theol. Stud. ii. 236. 
The division into <rr/x<«, which is purely mechanical, 
must be distinguished from the division of texts 
into Kw\a and Kby-fiara, which is a division into 
clauses according to tfcj sense. Some MSS are 
thus written, not continuously, but in short sense- 
lines of varying length, presumably in the first 
instance to facilitate reading aloud. Such colo- 
mctry was a special feature of the edition of the 
Acts and Epistles by Euthalius, and appears now 
in the chief MS of that edition, H of the Pauline 
Epistles. It is also used in the bilingual MSS, 
D Dj Ej, in order to keep the two versions more 
exactly parallel than they would be in continuous 
script, and to facilitate comparison between them. 
Between «r£Xa and «r6/x/iara there is no clear dis- 
tinction, but the latter denotes somewhat shorter 
clauses than the former. 

Lit KB atom. — Onux, Remit d* Philologie, 1878, p. 97 ; Diela, 
Strtne$, xvil, 1882; J. Rcndel Harris, Stichoiiwtry, 1803; 
Thompson, op. ext. ch. vL 

x. Libraries. — In conclusion, it may be useful 
to give some account of the manner in which books 
were preserved in ancient and medfceval times. 
The most ancient library of which we have precise 
knowledge is that of Ashur-bani-pal, king of 
Assyria (B.C. 668-626), the contents of which have 
actually come down en masse to the present day. 
It was not founded by Ashur-bani-pal, having 
existed under his predecessors, Sargon, Senna- 
cherib, and Esarhaadon ; but it was under his 

Satronage that it assumed its great proportions, 
[e set himself deliberately to collect books, send- 
ing scribes to make copies of works in other 
libraries, and instructing scholars to compile 
vocabularies of the Sumerian and Assyrian lan- 
guages. In 1850 this library was disinterred by 
Sir H. Luyard from the mounds of Kouyunjik, 
and its contents, amounting to over 20,000 tablets, 
are now in the British Museum. The tablets 
appear to have been laid on shelves, grouped in 
classes, and labelled. They included historical, 
literary, theological, magical, and scientific works, 
as weft as letters, contracts, and otlier business 
documents ; and the library was apparently access- 
ible to the people in general. — In Egypt there 
must have been depositories of the papyrus rolls, 
which were produced in large numbers from very 
early times ; probably, the literature being almost 
wholly theological, they were preserved in or 
about the temples. Diodorus Siculus (i. 68) states 
that Osymandyas, who has been identified with 
Ramses I., possessed a large library ; and two 
officials of his time are described as librarians. 
But no details are known of these early Egyptian 
libraries. — Nor have we express mention of libraries 
in Palestine in pre-Christian times,* though the 
references in the Books of Samuel and Kings to 
other books suggest the probability of the exist- 
ence of some repository -where these works might 
be consulted (2 S 1* 1 K II 41 14 ,9 » 15» etc.). 
— In the early history of Greece, even when her 
literature was at its height, libraries (as dis- 
tinct from public record ollices, which certainly 
existed in Athens and presumably elsewhere) play 
but a small part. Pisistratus is stated to have 
formed a library, which was taken to Persia by 
Xerxes, and restored long after by Seleucus Nicator 
(Aul. Gell. vi. 17). Athenieus (i. 4) mentions 
libraries belonging to Polycrates of Samos, Nico- 
crates of Cyprus, the archon Euclides, the poet 
Euripides, and Aristotle. The latter is said by 
Strabo to have been the first person to collect books ; 
and indeed it is evident that his works could not 

* Little importance attaches to the statement in 2 Mac 21* 
about Nehenuah founding; a library («<*T«w3«A**/*4»«f fiifiXuHntit). 



have been produced without a library. After his 
death his library was preserved atScepsis; and, after 
having been sold to A pell icon of Teos and brought to 
Athens, it was ultimately taken by Sulla to Rome. 
The two most famous libraries of the Greek world, 
however, were those of Pergamum and Alexandria. 
The former, founded by Attalus I. and Eumenes II. 
at the end of the 3rd cent, and beginning of the 
2nd cent. B.C., flourished greatly for a century and 
a half, but ultimately was transported by Mark 
Antony to Alexandria to replace that which had 
been destroyed by fire in Caesar's wars. It is said 
to have consisted of 200,000 rolls at that time. 
The library of Alexandria, founded perhaps by 
Ptolemy I. , was especially encouraged by Ptolemy II. 
(Philadelphus). It was a department of the great 
Museum, and every effort wad made to gather into 
it all extant literature, and to attract the beat 
scholars to accept posts in connexion with it. 
According to the well-known story embodied in 
the letter of Aristeas, it was in connexion with 
the establishment of the Alexandrian library, and 
at the express desire of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
that the production of the LXX was undertaken. 
The main library, in the Museum, is stated to 
have been destroyed during the siege of Ca»ar 
in Alexandria, and thenceforth the principal Alex- 
andrian library was that of the Serapeum, which 
previously had held a secondary place. This in 
turn suffered greatly at the sack of the Serapeum 
by Bishop Theophilus in 390, so that it is doubtful 
if much was left to be destroyed by the Arabs in 
641. From the date of the foundation of these 
two great libraries, public libraries, previously 
almost unknown in Greece, seem to have become 
common. Polybius (xii. 27) in the 2nd cent. B.C. 
speaks as if they would naturally be found in most 
large towns. At Rome they were of later growth. 
Private collections of books must certainly have 
been known to Varro, and Cicero's library was an 
extensive one for those days. iEmilius Paullus 
and Lucullus brought back libraries from their 
wars in the East. Cfesar planned the establish- 
ment of a public library ; but the execution of it 
was left to Augustus, who, however, had been 
slightly anticipated by Asinius Pollio. From this 
point public libraries, often in connexion with 
temples, became common in Rome, as elsewhere. 
A concrete example of a library, though on a 
small scale, is provided by that at Hercuianeum. 
in which the papyrus rolls, now in the Naples 
Museum, were found. It was a very small room, 
with shelves round the walls, on which lay the 
rolls (1756 in number) ; and a cabinet, also con- 
taining rolls, stood in the middle of the room. 

Coming to Christian times and Christian litera- 
ture, it must have been long before anything in 
the nature of a library was required. The only 
books with which Christians, as such, had to deal 
were those of the OT and NT, and the few books 
which for a time hovered on the border of the 
Canon, such as the Epistles of Clement and Bar- 
nabas, the Shepherd of Hennas, the Gospel of 
Peter, and the like. These would either be in 
private possession or the property of a Church, 
which would also, in time, require something in 
the nature of service books. The earliest Christian 
libraries, therefore, apart from the small collections 
which an individual might have, were attached to 
churches ; but even these could not attain to any 
considerable size, so long as they were liable to 
dispersion in the days of persecution. The earliest 
of which we have individual knowledge is that 
which Pamphilus (t A.D. 308) established atCaraarea, 
consisting primarily of the works of Origen. Here 
the great scholar's He-xapla and Tetrapla were pre- 
served, and the colophons of several MSS (not- 
ably the Codd. Sinaiticus and Marchalianus, and 
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Cod. H of the Pauline Epistles) testify to the 
use of these autotrophs for the purposes of 
revision. On the adoption of Christianity as the 
religion of the State, a lihrary was founded by 
Constantino in his new capital, which was greatly 
increased by his successors. With the institution 
of monasticism, monasteries as well as churches 
became the homes of libraries. Pachomius, the 
founder of monasticism in Egypt, required his 
monks to study the Scriptures, and his rules 
(Migne, Patr. Grcec. xl.) clearly imply ready 
access to manuscripts. Throughout the Eastern 
empire, though learning was never so exclusively 
the possession of the clergy as it became in the 
West, the large majority of scribes were con- 
nected with churches or monasteries. Naturally, 
this is especially the case with MSS of the Bible 
or theological works ; but in the list of scribes 
of Greek MSS of all kinds, whose names are on 
record, by far the most are monks or clerics (Gardt- 
hausen, Griech. Pal. p. 302 ff.). In the West, so 
long as the old Roman civilization remained, 
private and public libraries continued to exist 
throughout the empire, and the great provincial 
mansions of the nobility were well stocked with 
books, literary culture being one of the marks of 
that leisured and luxurious section of society.* 
The irruptions of the barbarians swept this civi- 
lization away. The pagan institutions for the 
preservation and multiplication of literature went 
to the ground, and the sole libraries which con- 
tinued to exist were those of churches, and 
especially of monasteries. Benedict, like Pach- 
omius in the East, prescribed reading as one of the 
special duties of his monks, thereby establishing 
a tradition which became an honourable charac- 
teristic of monasticism in general, and of the 
Benedictines in particular. In the early part of 
the Middle Ages, learning flourished most in the 
north of England, which was made famous by the 
scholarship of Bede and by the excellent schools of 
Wearmouth and Jarrow. From the north of Eng- 
land proceeded what are perhaps the most beauti- 
fully written MSS that Latin scribes ever pro- 
duced—the Codex Amiatinus and the Lindisfarne 
Gospels. The history of these MSS establishes a 
point of some importance, namely the ease with 
which books were transferred from one part of 
Europe to another. The Lindisfarne Gospels was 
certainly transcribed from an exemplar Drought 
from Naples ; and the Codex Amiatinus, which 
must have been copied from the same or a similar 
volume, was itself (though it is one of the largest 
MSS in existence) conveyed from England to Rome 
as a gift to the Pope. Fiom England learning 
spread southward to France and Switzerland ; and 
while Alcuin founded the famous school of Tours, 
from which a new tradition of calligraphy came 
forth to influence all Europe, Irish monks founded 
(and to a large extent peopled) St. Gall, which 
became the centre of learning and of writing 
in the Rhone valley and the adjacent countries. 
As monasticism grew and the monasteries became 
rich, so did their libraries increase. Monte Cas- 
sino, Bobbio, Grotta Ferrata, in Italy ; Fleury, 
Cluny, Corbie, St. Germain des Pres, in France; 
Fnlda, Reichenau, in Germany ; St. Gall, in Swit- 
zerland ; Canterbury (both St. Augustine's and 
Christ Church), Rochester, St. Albans, York, 
Durham, in England,— these are only a few of the 
most famous monasteries whose libraries were 

* See, ejj.. Dill, Roman Society in tht last Century of the 
Western Empire, p. 164 ff. 



special homes of literature in the ages preceding 
the invention of printing. The accommodation 
for books was at lirst neither large nor luxurious. 
The early buildings of monasteries show no place 
for a library. The books (apart from such precious 
ones as were placed in the shrine of the patron 
saint) were stored in cupboards (armaria) along 
the sides of the cloister, or in recesses in its walls ; 
and in the cloister the monks read and copied 
them. In course of time the cloister windows 
adjoining the books were glazed as a protection, 
and the elder monks, at least, had 'carrel Is' or 

Kws in which they could sit at their work. As 
oks multiplied, increased provision had to be 
made for them. In the Cistercian houses, small 
cupboard-like rooms were introduced, in which 
the books lay upon shelves round the walls, much 
after the fashion of the Roman library at Hercul- 
aneum. In the 14th and 15th centuries larger 
rooms were provided, generally above some earlier 
building ; and here the books could be arranged in 
regular bookcases. Libraries are provided for also 
in the statutes of the earliest colleges at the univer- 
sities; and the manner of them can be realized 
from examples styi extant, as in the Laurentian 
library at 1' lorence. Sometimes the books lay on 
desks, sometimes they stood on shelves, with 
desks below or above on which they could be 
placed for consultation. In either case they were 
normally attached to their place by chains, so that 
they could not be carried away without permission. 
For the copying of MSS special scriptoria were 
provided in the great monasteries, and monks with 
a turn for literature were told oft' for this duty ; so 
that in many places (as at Grotta Ferrata or St. 
Albans) distinct traditions of penmanship were 
established, and special styles, whether of historical 
chronicles or of illuminated miniatures, were culti- 
vated. For a long time these were practically 
confined to monasteries. Only with the revival 
of learning did literature and art issue out to the 
world in general ; and then the end of the reign of 
manuscripts was at hand. In the 15th and 16th 
centuries we find many scribes (especially the 
Greek scribes in Italy) and many miniaturists who 
were certainly laymen ; and so, before the decline 
of monasticism was accomplished, its special work 
as the exclusive guardian of literature was done, 
and the secular world was ready to take into its 
own keeping the heritage of learning which the 
monks had been so largely instrumental in hand- 
ing down to it. 

Litkraturb. — Guide to the Babylonian and Auyrian An- 
tiquitiee in the British Museum, 10(10, pp. 34-78 ; DxiaUko, 
ait. ' Bibliotheken ' in Pauly-Wissowa, Jtk ; Edwards, Memoirs 
of Libraries, 1869, Libraries and Founders of Libraries, 1866 ; 
8. R. Maitland. The Dark Ages', 1889 ; F. A. Gasquet, Some 
Notes on Mediaral Monastic Libraries, 1891 ; J. W. Clark, 
The Care of Books, 1901. 

On Heb. (also Phcen., Palmyr.. Aram., etc.) paleography, with 
facsimiles of gems, seals, inscriptions, etc., see, further, refer- 
ences and illustrations under artt. Mossy and Wbioitts akd 
Measdrks; M. A. Levy, Siegel u. Gemme mit aram. phon. 
altheb., etc., Inschrif ten (1809); Lidzborski, Hdb. der nordsem. 
Epigr. nebst ausgeuiihlten Inschriften (1898, with plates ; in- 
dispensable for further study of subject, with full bibliography, 
pp. 4-88, 493-99) ; Mordtmann u. Miiller, Sabdische Denkmdler, 
1883; D. H. Miiller, Epigr. Denkmatcr aus Arabien, 1889; 
Hommel, Sudarab. Chrestomathie, 1893; CIS (Phaen., Aram., 
Himyar. inscriptions, with facsimiles); Clermont -Gannean, 
Bee. d'ArchioL orient. ; the collection of fine Facsimiles of 
MSS and Inscriptions, pub. by the Paheograph. Society 
(Oriental series); the alios of facsimiles of Heb. MSS accom- 
panying Neubauer's Catalogue of lieb. MSS in the Bodt. 
Library. 8ee also the recently established periodicals : Lidz- 
barski's Ephemeris fur sein. Epigraphik ft. i. 1000) ; and 
Ripertoirt d'Epigraphie tern, [suppl. to CIS] (I. i. 1900). 

F. G. Kenyoh. 
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XANTHICUS See Time, p. 765. 

XERXES (SipSift), king of Persia (B.C. 485-465), 
is the Ahasuekus of Ezr 4* and of the Book of 
Esther." In the first of these instances the position 
of tlie name, between Darius (Hystaspis) and Arta- 
xerxes(Longimanus), scarcely permits of any other 
conclusion. The view ( Ewald, et al. ) that Cambyses 
the son of Cyrus is referred to, is now generally 
abandoned. There has never been any doubt as 
to the intention of the author of the Book of Esther 
to identify his Ahasuerus with Xerxes, although a 
difference of opinion has prevailed regarding the 
historicity of the role he assigns to this king. It 
may suffice to say here that, while the extravagance, 
cruelty, and caprice attributed to Ahasuerus, and 

• It seems hopeless to attempt to flx the identity of the 
Ahasuerus of Un »' and To 14' 8 . In any case he cannot be 
the historical Xerxes. % 



the vindictiveness of Esthet, correspond closely 
enough to what we are told of Xerxes and his 
queen Amestris (cf. e.g. Herod, vii. 35, 114, 118ff., 
238 ; viii. 24 ff. ; ix. llUff.), there are powerful con- 
siderations which forbid our accepting the book 
as a record of actual occurrences. See, further, 
Esther, vol. i. pp. 773», 775. 

The name Ahatumts appears in the MT as crn^i?!} or V R*n^ 
[in Est 101 KithUth, prob. by copyist's error, has tnerm). The 
LXX forms are : Ezr * e U ' ArUr.pti (or perh. "ArSrft), A ' Arm- 
r.pt, Luc. 'Arrv*)/*; ; Dn 9' Theod. 'A»»v« [A 1 B] or 'Arrtev** 
IA* »l« Q], LXX Uifttt, Luc 'ArrCr.pt ; To 14" B 'Arir*t, 
A 'Artir,f*<, » 'Amrwi; in Esther EA, confusing with 
KnrrnmK (A riaxencei), reproduce uniformly by 'Afnii/bttoi 
some corruption of that name, although Luc. has 'Arrivt 
except in »*> 'Af*mliflr,<. Bevan (Daniel, p. 149) holds that 
the form of the name originally in use among the Jews was 
no doubt rrcnn (Ahathyarsh or Ahthaynrth), answering to 
the Pers. Khshoyariha (Aram CJTrn, CIS II. L 122). 

J. A. Selbie. 



YARN.— See LlNEW. 
TEAR.— See Time. 

YELLOW.— See Colours, vol. i. p. 4GC». 

YOKE (eto, ntfo, Sp, fcjf, t-y [' team '] ; NT f<0yoi 
'a team,' 'a pair,' tvybt) in Scripture usage is 
almost exclusively associated with the plough. 
The simple yoke (era, .t^d) was a cross piece of 
wood fastened to the forehead of the draught ox ; 
and the same Heb. word, especially in the plural 
(nioi), describes the bars going round the neck of 
the ox to keep the yoke in its place. Generally, 
however, the cross piece of wood rested upon the 
necks of two oxen drawing together, and this (ty 
from SSy, Arab. = ■ insert, ' thrust in,' Aram. = 
•enter') is the yoke of the plough with which we 
are familiar. The plough used by the fellahin of 
Syria is the same as that with which Elisha was 
ploughing when Elijah cast his mantle upon him 
(1 K 19 w ). Although in the HaurAn and the GliAr 
of Jordan two pairs of oxen are to be seen yoked 
to the plough, in Galilee and the plain of Jezreel 
the plough is drawn by a single pair. The yoke 
rests upon the neck of the beasts, being fitted to 
each by forked pieces of wood mortised into the 
yoke and joined under the neck with a thong or 
chain. To the yoke the pole of the primitive 
plough is attached by thongs or cords fastened to 
the cross-pin of the pole, which passes through a 
ring on the yoke, or is held firm by a ]>eg inserted 
into it (see Figures in PEFSt, 1891, p. 1 13 ; ZDl'V 
xii. pp. 159, 160; Benzinger, Arch. 207; White- 
house, Primer of Hcb. Ant. 87; and art. AGRICUL- 
TURE). The 'thongs' are rthtfo (AV 'bands' or 
' bonds'), see Jer 2" 5 s 27 s 30 8 , Nah 1 IS , and cf. Ps 
2* 107 14 , Is 52-. For examples of npia see Lv 26'*, 
Jer 27 a 28 1 *- >* » Ezk 3U"» 34- 7 ; fig. Is 58 6 - ». 

The yoke (ntr) is composed of a horizontal bar of wood with 
knobbed extremities, but with no hollowed-out portion to 
receive the nape of the neck of the ox. In place of the bow two 
pins (itbattin) arc let into holes in the ntr, at an angle of about 
Ml degrees to each other, their upper extremities being about 
S in. aimrt to receive the nape of the neck. When adjusted 



Y 

they are fastened by a leather thong or a chain (]en\r\ The 
ring (halatah) is a tough branch, bent in a rude elliptical form. 
It is tied to the nlr by a leather thong (ther) between two 
pintles (tijmyah), which keep it in place (Post in PEFSt, lt»l, 
p. 112). 

The pair of beasts in the plough is called a yoke 
(1 K 19 18 , Jer 51 M TO [from t?» « to bind or join 
together']), or yoke of oxen (-13; -rx 1 S ll 7 , Job 1*. 
(evyot fioQy Lk 14"). The ground that a pair of 
oxen was sufficient to cultivate was known as T.f 
irjfr (1 S 14").* See above, p. 910 b . 

The yoke was among the Hebrews the emblem 
of subjection and servitude (Gn 27*, Lv 26", 1 K 
12* ff -, La 3 7 , Nah 1"). Where the subjection was 
more than usually bitter, the yoke of wood is 
exchanged for a yoke of iron (l)t 28", Jer 28 u ). 
To impress upon the Jewish people the necessity 
of submitting quietly to Nebuchadnezzar's sway, 
the prophet Jeremiah put a yoke upon his own 
neck, and appeared in public with this badge of 
servitude. It was the popular thing when Hana- 
niah, one of the prophets who said, ' Peace, peace, 
when there was no peace,' tore the yoke off 
Jeremiah's neck to back up his own false predic- 
tion that within two years God would break the 
yoke of Nebuchadnezzar from off the neck of all the 
nation. To this Jeremiah answered, 'Thus saith 
the Lord, Thou hast broken the bars of wood, but 
thou shalt make in their stead bars of iron. For 
thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel : I 
have put a yoke of iron upon the neck of all these 
nations ' (Jer 28"; "). In the NT ' yoke ' (iVyit) 
is used only in this metaphorical sense, —the yoke 
of legal obedience (Ac 15 10 , Gal 5'), of servitude 
(1 Ti 6'), of Christ (Mt ll" *'), whose yoke is 
'kindly' ixpv°~rfo), because it is 'lined with love.'t 

Liter atcrb. — Benzinger, Heb. Arch. 30711. ; PEFSt, 1891 p. 
112 ; ZDPV xii. 159 f. T. NlCOL. 

YOKEFELLOW.— See Synzygus. 

* This superficial measure is known still in Palestine. Tbs 
fedddn in Egypt and Syria is the amount which a pair of oxen 

con plough in the season. In Scot in mi it is customary to speak 
of a three pair or five pair of horse f«rm. 
t Matthew Henry, ad Joe 
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ZAANAN (i;i5» ; B^ AQ* Zewadp, Q» Sewodr).— 
A place mentioned, along with SHAPHIS and BETH- 
EZEL in Mic 1", where there is a characteristic 
word - play : ' the inhr.bitress of Za'dndn went 
(yazSah) not out ' (for fear of the enemy). Za'anan 
is generally considered to be the same as Zemin 
; B ZcpmL, A Sei-rd/t, Luc. 2e*du) of Jos 15 37 , 
an unidentified town in the Shephelah. 

ZAANANNIM.— In Jos 19 33 'the terebinth of 
Beza'anaim' (D?jys? fbv) is mentioned in defining 
the boundaries of Naphtali, while in Jg 4 U ' the 
terebinth of Bfiza'anannim ' (o'Jj^s? 'k ; RV gives 
in both passages 'the oak (m. 'terebinth ) in 
Zaanannim') is the site of the encampment of 
Heber the Kenite and the scene of Siscra s murder 
by Jael. There can be little doubt that 3 is not 
the preposition but part of the name (a conclusion 
which is strongly supported by the absence of the 
art. from pV«), and that the form c - ;,'« deserves 
the preference (see Dillm. Jos. ad loc.). The LXX 
has in Jos 19 33 B Beo-cpielr, A Bco-travifi, Luc. Seefa- 
vetp'. in Jg4 n it translates, B xXeoveirroiVrwi'fvsa 'be 
covetous ], A iyairavo/xivup [confusing with Q'hkc>]. 

The site of Bgza'anaim is quite uncertain. It is 
difficult, not to say impossible, to reconcile some 
of the other data in Jg 4 with the statement in 
v. n that it was 'by Kedesh,' if by the latter is 
meant KEDESH - NAPHTALI. Equally unsuitable 
is the Kedesh of Issachar {1 Aba Kaasis) between 
Taanach and Megiddo. Conder {Tent ■ Work, 
ii. 132), favoured by G. A. Smith (HGHL 395), 
identifies Beza'anaim with Khirbst Bestiim, E. 
of Tabor, and takes Kedesh to be Radish, a 
ruin on the shore of the Sea of Galilee, S. of 
Tiberias. Cheyne (Encyc. Dibl. i. 571), somewhat 
arbitrarily, emends d'jjjm to D'Jienp, supposing 
the reference to be to a Kidshon or Kadshon 
in Issachar, whose inhabitants would be called 
Kidshonim. Upon this theory the words ipk 
tnp-m of Jg 4 lf must of course be viewed as a 
gloss. (See, further, Moore, Judges, pp. 121, 
125 f. ; G. A. Smith, I.e.; Neubauer, Utog. du 
Talm. 225). 

On the difficulties of the narrative of Jg 4 see 
artt. Barak, Deborah, Sisera. 

J. A. Selbie. 
ZAAYAN (nsj).— A descendant of Seir, Gn 36 s7 
(A ZovK(U) = lCh 1" (B ZovKi.fi, A 'AfrvK&w, Luc. 
Zavdv). The tribe of which he appears here as 
the eponymous head has not been identified. 

ZABAD ("i3j, prob. a contraction for nna? or 
^*H?l). — The word i3j and others formed from it 
occur as proper names in Palmyrene and Naba- 
ta*an inscriptions (Lidzbarski, Nordsem. Epigraph. 
p. 205). Fuller forms are ZEBADIAH, ZABDIEL= 
' my gift is Jehovah ' or ' God.' G. B. Gray (HPN 
222 f. ) points out that there are in the OT about * 
36 persons bearing the name Zabad or names formed 
from it. Of these, 23 occur in Chron. alone. No 
more than 3 are mentioned in pre-exilic books. 
In the case of one of these (and we may add pos- 
sibly in that of the other two) the text is doubtful, 
and the original may not have included the ele- 
ment. Zabad. Ho draws the conclusion : ' The 
historical character, therefore, of persons bearing 
one .of these names and mentioned only by the 
Chronicler seems to me suspicious.' Cf. Nos. 1. 2. 

* It is sometimes difficult to be certain whether the some 
uarae in different passages refers to one or to more persons. 



Zabad occurs in the OT as the name of the fol- 
lowing :— 1. One of the links in the genealogy of 
the Judahite family Jerahmeel, 1 Ch 2*'- (Z*3i8) 
ll* 1 (B Zayftr, A Za/3dr). Cf. GENEALOGY, § IV. 12, 
Sheshan. 

1 Ch 234-41 is an appendix to the account of the clans of 
Jerahmeel, which is closed in v." by the subscription : ' these 
are the sons of Jerahmeel.' A doubt has been raised as to the 
identity of Zabad ben Nathan ben Attai ben Sheshan and 
Ahlai ('7rm) his wife in and Zabad ben Ahlai, one of 

David's mighty men, in ll* 1 . Siegfried-Stade and Ox/. Web. 
Lex. regard the former as a family name, and the latter as an 
individual. There con be little doubt that the Chronicler in. 
tended to identify them. The historical value of the sections 
in which this Zabad is mentioned is uncertain. Kittel (SBOT) 
regards 8**-*! as one of the latest additions to Chronicles; 
Kautzsch (Bibel), however, refers it to an ancient source ; while 
Gray (UPS 235) says of the section as a whole: 'The char- 
acter of the thirteen names presents nothing inconsistent with 
the genealogy being genuine.' He is, unfortunately, doubtful 
about the names in which we ore specially interested. 'The 
only names which appear to me suspicious are 131 [Zabad] and, 
in a less degree, Tiy (Attai).' 1 Ch 11**47, » passage peculiar to 
Chron., is the direct continuation of vv.28-4l», which =8 8 23 2 *-3 9 . 
Possibly, therefore, vv.-UW are from the same ancier.c source as 
the rest of the list, and were accidentally omitted from Samuel 
(so Kautzsch, Kittel, etc.). The concluding note in 2 S 23». 
• thirty Mul seven in nil,' i* nun.spaeeO by LXX, and the number 
87 dues not mtraspund with the list. But Uniy (op. eit. S2tl IT.) 
holds that if vv.-unT is based on an ancient document, the 
text is very corrupt. Possibly Zabad b. Nathan (1 Ch 2») is the 
same as Zahud b. Nathan, Solomon's priest and 'king's friend' 
in 1 K 4 s . The latter occurs in some texts and versions (see 
Zabud, and cf. No. 3) as Zaciir or Zaeeur, so that we might read 
for Zabad in ICh 2* Zaear, a contraction of the familiar 
Ztckariah. In some scripts of Heb. Zaear (131) and Zabad 
(131) can hardly be distinguished Cf. Jozacar. If Zal>ad is 
accepted, and 1 Ch 2»-U is regarded as based on some old 
genealogy setting forth the relations of clans, the apparent 
occurrence of Zabad as an Ephraimite clan in 1 Ch 7^ may 
indicate that the clan was at one time reckoned to Judah, and 
at another to Ephraim ; or that it was ultimately divided be- 
tween the two tribes. Note also the Elishama in 2-u and 7*. 

2. A link in an Ephraimite genealogy, 1 Ch 7" 
(Zd/3e3), ending apparently in a certain ' Ezer and 
Elead,' who were slain by the men of Gath. Zabad 
in MT is the son of Tahath and the father of 
Shuthelah. In LXX", however, the genealogy 
is much shortened, and it is Zabad who is slain 
— thus, ' And the sons of Ephraim, Sothalath. 
The sons of Laada, Noome, his son, Zabad his son : 
and the men of Gath killed him.' It is pointed 
out in Shuthelah that Zabad (ist) here is probably 
a corruption of 'and Bered' (tui) repeated from 
v. 80 .* If so, this Zabad disappears. If, however, 
Zabad is retained here, cf. No. 1. 

3. In 2 Ch 24* the name of one of the murderers 
of Joash is given as Zabad (B ZafiiX, A Za/3c'0), the 
son of Shimeath the Ammonitess. 2 K 12 21 has 
Jozacar. Perhaps we should read here Zaear 
(Kittel, SBOT); cf. Jozacar.— 4. 5. 6. Three lay- 
men of the time of Ezra, who had married foreign 
wives, whom they promised to divorce : («) Ezr 
10 27 of the benfi Zattu (B Zo/JoW/S, «A Za/94« ; 1 Es 
9* Zdpados, cf. SABATUS). {b) Ezr 10 33 of the bene 
Hashum (B Za/3A, A Zapdd ; 1 Es 9=° B Zapavyaiovt, 
A BapruoOf, cf. Sabanneus). (c) Ezr 10 43 of the 
bene" Nebo (B Ztdt/t, A omits both this and the 
following Zebina ; 1 Es 9" Zo/3a«ofai, cf. Zaba- 
daias). Apparently Zebina is omitted. One of 
the two, Zabad, Zebina, may be due to accidental 
repetition. W. H. Bennett. 

ZABAD/EAN8 (ZaSa5a?oi).— The name of an Arab- 

* 8o also Gbsealoot, VII. b 4, and in Encyc. BiU. Hogg, art. 
'Ephraim,' 12, and Hcrvey quoted by Hogg. The present 
writer arrived at this view independently. 
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ian tribe defeated by Jonathan (1 Mac 12 91 ). The 
Pesh. form of "the name seems to me&n'Zubaidasans, 
i.e. Banu Zubaid, which was the name of a famous 
Arabian family ; and indeed derivatives from the 
root Zbd form many proper names in Arabic and 
NabaUean (the name substituted for Zabadrean by 
Jos. Ant. xm. v. 11), though the verb itself in 
its old sense ' to give ' is not found in Arabic. 
The name of the tribe defeated by Jonathan 
is thought to be retained in Zebdany or Zaba- 
dani, *a well-known district between Damascus 
and Baalbek, where the river of Damascus rises' 
(Yakflt, ii. 913). The plain of Zebdany is thus 
described by Conder, Tent -Work in Palestine, 
i. 249 : ' It is flanked on the west by the ragged 
and castellated ridges of the Anti-Lebanon, and on 
the east by a range of equal height. The plateau 
is bare and treeless, except towards the north, 
where are groves of poplar. Through the centre 
runs the river, its course marked by green bushes.' 
The situation of the plain seems to agree with the 
movements recorded in 1 Mac. exceedingly well. 
Beth Zabdai, to which allusion is sometimes made 
in the Rabbinic writings, and which some have 
connected with this place, has been shown by 
Kohut (Aruch Complctum, ii. 68) to belong to a 
different region. D. S. Margolioutii. 

ZABADEAS fZaSaoWaj, AV Zabadaias), 1 £s 9" 
= Zabad, Ezr 10*». 

ZABBAI (*si). — 1. One of the descendants of 
Bebai who had married a foreign wife, Ezr 10* 
(BA Zo/3w', Luc. ZafioM) ; called in 1 Es 9 s9 Jozab- 
dus. 2. Father of Baruch who assisted in the 
rebuilding of the wall, Neh 3*(BA Zapoi, K ZappaC, 
Luc. 'Pct/9/9at). The I£6ri has, perhaps rightly, '31 
Zaocai, a name which occurs in Ezr 2 s (B Zo«cx«5, 
A * M Z«xo>. Luc. Za«xa*at) = Neh 7 M (BK ZaoW, 
A Za.Kxoi>f>, Luc. Zcurx<«<*»)» and is the origin of the 
ZACCH/EUS of 2 Mac 10 19 and the NT. 

ZABBUD (Klthtbh TOl, geri US] Zaccur ; B. om., 
A Za/3oi55, i.e. naj [cf. 1 K 4 s ], Luc. Zarxoiip).— An 
exile who returned with Ezra, Ezr 8 U . In 1 Es 
8" usi] is apparently corrupted into ISTALCURUS. 

ZABDEUS (ZaSSaTot), 1 Es 9" = Zebadiah of the 
sons of Immer, Ezr 10*. 

ZABDI («!5l? 'gift of Jah,' or perh. *my gift,' 
or « gift to me ' ; NT Ze/J«*aibt, Zebedee).— 1. The 
grandfather of Achan, Jos 7 1 ' "• 18 (B Zapppel, A 
ZaPpl, Za/ippl, Luc. Za/35(e)/), called in 1 Ch 2» 
Zimri (B ZauPptl, A ZauPpl). 2. A Benjamite, 
1 Ch 8 19 (B ZaSStt, A ZapSl, Luc. ZepSl). 3. An 
officer of David, 1 Ch 27" (B ZaxM A and Luc. 
ZapSl). 4. A Levite, Neh ll 17 (B om. , A Zexpl, Luc. 
Zexpti) ; but read probably -»| Zichrl, as in y 1 Ch 
9". 

ZABDIEL (Vw 'my gift is El').— 1. Father of 
one of David's officers, 1 Ch 27 a (BA ZapSeijX, Luc. 
Za/}5ti)A). 2. A prominent official, overseer of 128 
• mighty men or valour' in Nehemiah's time, Neh 
11" (B Bo5ir}\, A SSqpnflt, Luc. Ze^X). 3. An 
Arabian who put Alexander Balas to death and 
sent his head to Ptolemy, 1 Mac ll 17 (Zo/3J<i>X), Jos. 
Ant. XIII. iv. 8 (ZapttXos). 

ZABUD (mi « bestowed '). — The son of Nathan, 
'priest' and 'king's friend '(see art. PRIESTS AND 
Lrvites, p. 73), 1 K 4 s (B ZapoOO, A Zappovd, Luc. 
Zaxovp, i.e. T3j). 

ZACCAI.— See Zabbai. 

ZACCHASUS (ZaKxaioi), the same name as Zaccai 



{'pure') in the OT (Ezr V, Neh 7").— 1. The pub- 
lican. All that we know of him from the Bible is 
to be found in Lk 19 1 " 10 . He was a Jew,* and a 
chief official amongst the publicans in and about 
Jericho, where a considerable amount of revenue 
was raised from the palm -groves and balsam 
(Joseph. Ant. XV. iv. 2). Zacchseus had therefore 
great opportunities for growing rich. He was a 
man of short stature. Anxious to see Jesus, he 
climbed up into a sycomore tree t to be above the 
throng that surrounded our Lord. On coming to 
the place, Jesus called to him to come down, and 
invited Himself to his house. This delighted 
Zacchsens, though the bystanders murmured at the 
choice of lodging which our Lord had made. He 
declared his anxiety to be liberal to the poor, and 
to make fourfold restitution to any whom he had 
wronged. His wish to do right won from Christ 
the declaration : ' To-day is salvation come to this 
house, forasmuch as he also is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost.' In the Clementine Homilies (iiL 63), 
Zacchseus, after being companion of St. Peter, is 
made by him bishop of Ctesarea. By ' Pnedesti- 
natus ' he is said to have combated the errors of 
Valentinus and Ptolemasus (a disciple of Valen- 
tinus),£ though this is chronologically impossible. 
There is no early authority for making Zacchseus 
a bishop at all. A Zacchseus is mentioned by the 
Talmud as living at Jericho, the father of the 
celebrated Rabbi Jochanan ben-Zachai. 
2. An officer of Judas Maccabteus, 2 Mac 10 19 . 

H. A. Redpath. 

ZACCUR I'm).— 1. A Reutenite, Nu 13* « (B 
ZaKxup, A Zaxpov, Luc. Zayxovp). 2. A Simeonite, 
1 Ch 4** (B om., A Zayxovp, Luc. Zaxovp). 3. A 
Merarite, 1 Ch 24 s7 (Za*xoup). *• An Asaphite, 
1 Ch 25 a (B Zutxovt, A Zax X ovp) 10 (B ZaxxovO, A 
Zaicxovp), Neh 12" (Zaicxovp). 5. One of those who 
assisted Nehemiah to rebuild the wall, Neh 3 s 
(B Zapaovp, A and Luc. Zokxovo). 6. One of those 
who sealed the covenant, Nen 10" (B Zax«ty>, A 
ZaKxAp, Luc ZaKxoOp), prob. same as mentioned in 
13 18 (BA Zaxxovp, Luc. Zatcxovp). 7. Ezr 8" $iri. 
See Zabbud. 

ZACHARIAH (Zaxapfat, whence AY Zacharias). 
— In His denunciation of the Pharisees and the 
guilty nation of the Jews, our Lord declares that 
the innocent blood of the prophets is to be required 
of them, 'from the blood of Abel the righteous 
unto the blood of Zachariah the son of Barachiah, 
whom ye slew between the sanctuary and the 
altar* (Mt 23*», cf. the || Lk 11«). The reference 
is almost certainly to the murder of Zechariah (sec 
Zechariah, No. 11) recorded in 2 Ch 24 a, *». This 
is far more likely than the view held by some, that 
the Zachariah intended is the father of John the 
Baptist (see Zacharias), who, according to Origen 
(Cum. in Matt.), was killed in the temple. The 
reason why Jesus fixes upon a murder in the time 
of king Joash (c. 840-800 B.C. ) is probably because 
the Books of Chronicles already in our Lord's day 
came last in the Canon of the OT. 1 It was equi- 
valent to an appeal, in Christian ears, to the whole 
range of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation* 
(Ryle, Canon of the OT, p. 141 ). 

Some difficulty is occasioned by the designation 
' son of Barachiah.' The Zechariah of 2 Chron. 
was the son of the high priest Jehoiada. The 
only ' Zechariah the son ot Berechiah ' known to 
us is the prophet who was contemporary with 

• TertulUan (adv. Mare. iv. 87. 1) says that htvui Gentita. 
This is oontradicted by the ' son of Abraham ' of Lk HP. . 

t Not the tree commonly called sycomore, but one with fiff- 
lifce fruits and leaven like those of the mulberry tree. 

1 See Haroack, OesehiehU der aUchrittliehen LUtermtm, rcL L 
p. 791. 
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Haggai (cf. Zee There may be a confusion 
with him on the part of the evangelist Matthew 
[Luke omits the designation 'son of Baraehiah'] 
or of a glossator.* 

ZACHARIAS (Zayopfat).— 1. 1 Es 1 8 = Zechariah. 
one of ' tlie rulers of the house of God ' in Josiah's 
reign, 2 Ch 35". 2. In 1 Es 1» (LXX M ) Zech. stands 
in place of Heman, the singer of David's time, in 
the parallel passage 2 Ch 35". 3. 1 Es 6» 7 3 the 
prophet Zechariah. 4. 1 Es 8" = Zechariah of 
the sons of Parosh, Ezr 8*. 8. 1 Es 8" (B Za X apmO 
- Zechariah of the sons of Bebai, Ezr 8". 6. 1 Es 
8** (LXX *•) = Zechariah, one of the * principal men 
and men of understanding' with whom Ezra con- 
sulted, Ezr 8". 7. 1 Es 9" = Zechariah of the 
sons of Elam, Ezr 10*. 8. 1 Es 9**= Zechariah, 
one of those who stood upon Ezra's left hand at 
the reauing of the Law. Neh 8*. 9. 1 Mho 6' 8 - M 
Father of Joseph, a leader in the Maccabrean war 
under Judas Maccahu'us. 10. Lk 1* etc. Father of 
John the Baptist. See following article. 

ZACHARIAS (Zaxaptas).— Father of John the 
Baptist (Lk l 8 etc. S 1 ). He was a priest of the 
course of Abu Air, one of the twenty-four courses 
into which from the time of the Chronicler at least 
(1 Ch 24 7 ") the families of the priests that had 
returned from Babylon were divi ded (see Schiirer, 
HJP II. i. 216, 219). The course of Abijuh was 
the eighth of these courses, and had now been 
brought up for its week's service in the temple. 
The lot for that particular day's service (see Eders- 
heim, The Temple, p. 129 if.) had fallen to the 
house of Zacharias, and to Zacharias himself the 
duty of offering incense in the Holy Place. While 
]>erforming this service he had a vision, and the 
Angel of the Lord announced that his aged wife 
should have a son, who should be called John, 
pnd be the forerunner of the Messiah. Asking a 
sign he was struck dumb, and recovered speech only 
after having the child named John at his circum- 
cision. The Song of Praise which is put in his 
mouth, the Iteurdictnn (Lk l* 1 * 1 "), celebrates in 

Kophetic strains the glorious fulfilment ot Israel's 
essinnic hope. With the song he drops com- 
pletely out of the pages of canonical Scripture. 

ZACHART (Zacharias), 2 Es 1". — The prophet 
Zechariah. 

ZADOK.— 1. The most important of the many 
persons who bore this name was the founder of the 
leading branch of the priesthood in Jerusalem. 
We have no reliable information concerning his 
origin or his early history. He comes before us 
first in a list of David's officers, where we are told 
that 'Zadok the son of Ahitub, and Ahimelech 
the son of Abiathar, were priests ' (2 S 8"). 

The text of this verse la obviously corrupt. Ahimelech was 
murdered at Nob, and his son Abiathar was David's attendant 
and priest to the end of his reign. If Ahitub, in our passage, 
is the priest mentioned in 1 8 14' he can hardly have been 
Zadok's father, for we are certainly meant to understand that 
Zadok did not belong to the descendants of Eli (1 S 2», I K 8»> 
■ Compariog 1 S 22*> it would seem that 2 3 8" should run : 
' Abiathar the son of Ahimelech, the ion of Ahitub, and Zadok, 
were priest*.' 

Zadok and Abiathar appear again when David 
fled from Jerusalem before Absalom. They pur- 
posed accompanying him and taking with them 
the ark, but the king bade them return with it to 
the citv, watch the course of events, and send him 
news (2 S 15-" ). 

According to the Vulg. (O videns) and many modern versions, 
he addresses Zadok as a seer. ' Art thou not a seerr (AV and 
UV text 2 S 15"). But the Heb. will not bear this rendering, 

• A Zechariah ' the son of Jeberechia/t ' is mentioned in Is 
out it is quite unlikely that he wa thought of in Mt 23 *. 
VOL. IV.— 6l 



and it is difficult to be content with any pointing or translation 
of it. The LXX ?K"t ('18m) la better. Wellhauaen {Text der 
Db. Sam. p. 177) proposes to read tfihn jnrrr for n^Sn |nin : if 
the two words are a late insertion this would be an improve- 
ment. In any cose, there is no reason for Iwlieving that Zadok 
bore the title of ' seer.' 

At the close of David's reign Abiathar joined 
the party of Adonijah ( 1 K l 7 ), but Zadok gavo in 
his adhesion to Solomon (v. 8 ), and was ordered by 
the king to anoint him (v.* 4 ). When Solomon 
had made sure of his position he deposed Abiathar 
from the priestly office, * and Zadok the priest did 
the king put in the room of Abiathar.' This event 
has influenced the earlier narratives in Samuel, 
where Zadok is from the first put before Abiathar. 

There can be no doubt that the descendants of 
Zadok continued during many centuries to take 
the lead amongst the priests of the temple. The 
Deuteronomic reform raised them to an even higher 
position than they had occupied previously, for it 
denied the legitimacy of all sacrifices offered else- 
where than at Jerusalem, and thus brought the 

f rovincial priesthood into discredit. Ezekicl went 
urther. To him the sons of Zadok were the only 
legitimate priests (40 48 43 19 44" 48") ; the rest of 
the Levitcs, because of their unfaithfulness, were 
to be degraded, nothing but the menial work of 
the sanctuary being left in their hands (44 10-u ). 

The Chronicler's accounts require separate treat- 
ment. 1 Ch 12- 8 states that amongst ' the heads of 
them that were armed for war, which came to 
David to Hebron, to turn the kingdom of Saul to 
him,' was ' Zadok, a young man mighty of valour, 
and of his father's house twenty and two captains.' 
As he is said to have been of the house of Aaron, 
we cannot wonder that Joseph us {Ant. VII. ii. 2) 
identifies him with the priest. But the narra- 
tive as a whole is conceived in a totally different 
spirit from those in Samuel, and the details do not 
command our credence. The numbers alone are 
sufficient to condemn it. Equally unsatisfactory 
are the genealogical lists in which Zadok's descent 
from Eleazar is traced (1 Ch 6« 18 M M 24"). Their 
object is to make out that the Zadokite priests 
belonged to the elder branch of Aaron's descend- 
ants, and the descendants of Eli to the younger 
branch of Ithamar. The most cursory inspection 
reveals their artificial construction and their un- 
reliableness. The utmost we can gather from the 
Chronicler is the fact that after the return from 
the Exile some families which traced no connexion 
with Zadok managed to vindicate their right to 
minister at the altar (1 Ch 24 8 - 4 ), but that his 
representatives were both more numerous and 
more highly placed ( 1 Ch 24*- * 27" ; 1 S 2»- « points 
in the same direction). See, further, art. Phiests 
and Levites. 

The MT vocalization, pfty, is probably mistaken. The LXX 
frequently has 2*Si»Cx, a transliteration of prtj. From 2*hS*C* 
was derived luilt-jxtui; , although it cannot be unhesitatingly 
affirmed that the Sadduckbs took their name immediately from 
the original Zadok. There can, however, be no doubt as to 
their close connexion with the priestly aristocracy. 

2. In 2 K 15f , 2 Ch 27\ we are told that Jotham 
succeeded Uzziah, his father, and that his mother's 
name was J crush a, the daughter of Zadok. In 
the statements concerning the accession of a king 
it is not usual to give the maternal grandfather's 
name; possibly, therefore, Jotham's grandfather 
was a person of considerable importance, not im- 
probably a priest. — 3. Neh 3* mentions a Zadok, 
son of Baana (k;»3), as one of Nehemiah's willing 
helpers in rebuilding the city wall. His father 
seems to be mentioned as one of those who came 
to Jerusalem with Zerubbabel, Ezr 2*, Neh 7 7 .— 
4. Zadok, the son of Immer, Neh 3*, repaired the 
wall ' over against his own house,' on the east side 
of tho city, near the horse -gate. We have no 
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means of deciding positively whether he is to be 
identified with the l»earer of the same name in a 
later passage of the book. Bat there is no con- 
clusive reason against the identification. Zadok 
'the scribe' is appointed by Nehemiah to be one 
of the 'treasurers over the treasuries' (Neh 13"). 
He would seem to have been a priest. Shelemiah 
tlie priest and himself are distinguished from the 
Levites. Ezra's example shows that the priest 
may also be the scribe. In this case Zadok must 
have been the head of 'the children of Immer.' — 
6. Zadok is distinguished from the priests as one 
of .'.the -chiefs of the -people' who sealed the cove- 
nant (Neh 10 s ").— 6. 1 Ch 6", compared with Ezr V 
and Neh ) l", appears to refer to a high priest of the 
name of Zadok later than the founder of the line. 
But it is impossible to rely on these lists, and, in 
any event, nothing is known of the man. 

Mt 1" mentions a 8 a doc (Imiin) as one of the progenitor* of 
Joseph, the husband of Mary. Joscphus (Ant. ZVIIL 1. 1) states 
that one Zadok, a Pharisee, assisted Judas of Galilee (Ac 5*7) in 
routing the people against the 'enrolment' under Quirinius 
(Lk 2'). Jost (Guch. dei Judmthuw*, ii. 29) refers to a Zadok 
who is mentioned in the Talmud as having fasted forty years, 
until the destruction of Jerusalem. He propounds a theologi- 
cal puzzle first to Rabbi Joshua and next to Rabban Gamaliel, 
who give him discordant answers. Thereupon Joshua is pub- 
licly rebuked and put to shame by Gamaliel (Btek. 96a). 

J. Taylor. 

ZAHAM (em). —A son of Rehoboam, 2 Ch ll w 
(B'PooXXd/x, A ZoXd>. Luc. Zad/i). 

ZA1K (T).— The seventh letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet, and as such employed in the 119th Psalm 
to designate the 7th part, each verse of which be- 
gins with this letter. It is transliterated in this 
Dictionary by z. 

ZAIR (tw).— According to the MT of 2 K 8", 
Joram, in the course oi his campaign against 
Edom, 'passed over to Zair' (B e/t Zeiiip, A om.). 
In the parall. passage 2 Ch 21 9 the Heb. is * passed 
over with his princes ' {vitroy ; LXX /urit run ipx^*- 
tup), which may be confidently pronounced to be a 
corruption of the text in Kings. The latter itself 
is unfortunately not certain. No place of the name 
of Zair being mentioned elsewhere, it has been 
conjectured that Zo'ar (Ewald, el al.) or Se'ir (cf. 
Vulg. Seira) should be read. The latter, however, 
is somewhat vague, and against the claims of Zo'ar 
may be urged the LXX 2etity>, whereas that name 
is elsewhere reproduced by 2irycfy> (cf. Buhl, Edam. 
65, who also objects to Conder's suggested identifica- 
tion of Zair with ez-Zuwera S.E. of the Dead Sea). 

ZALAPH (ifor ; B A and Luc. ZeXty).— The 
father of Hanun, who assisted in repairing the 
wall, Neh 3 30 [the text is a little suspicious, ' the 
sixth son ' being a somewhat peculiar note, which, 
however, is supported by the VSS]. 

ZALMON (po^y ; Z«X/«Jr ; Salmon).— 1. The place 
mentioned in Ps 68" is considered by some com- 
mentators to be the same as Mount Zalmon (Jg 
9") — the hill, near Shechem, on which Abime- 
lech and his people cut down boughs to set ' the 
hold ' of the house of El-berith on fire. There is, 
however, nothing in Ps 68 to lead to the belief 
that the Psalmist intended to refer to an under- 
feature of Mount Gerizim, which is mentioned in 
the OT only in connexion with an incident that 
had no influence on the history of the Israelites. 
The central idea of the psalm is the selection of 
Zion as the abode of God, in preference to Sinai 
whence the Law was given, and to ' the mountain of 
Bashan ' which had looked down upon the memor- 
able overthrow of Og and his army. The earlier 
verses contain a retrospective glance at the journey 
of the Israelites from Sinai onwards, through the 
desert, under the immediate leading and guidance 



ZANOAH 

of God, and their triumphant occupation of Canaan 
after vanquishing all their enemies. In this vic- 
torious progress, one of the most striking incident* 
was the complete overthrow of Og, near Edrei, on 
the plains of Bashan,— a victory which long lingered 
in thenational memory (Ps 135" 136*),— and Zalmon 
should probably be looked for in that region. Some 
suppose that Zalmon means 'darkness,' and connect 
ic with the ' darkly ' wooded hill near Shechem, 
but this meaning would be equally applicable to 
the basalts and volcanic hills of Bashan. Zalmon 
ma - have bean a portion of Bashan, or one vLike 
summits of J*b?l Haitixtn, or Mount Hermon. ' (In 
Jg tH 6 the LXX reads tfpot 'Ep/uiif for Mount Zalmon). 
The allusion to the snow is supposed bV some to 
refer to ground white with the bones of Canaonites 
slain in battle ; but this is rather straining the 
meaning. Possibly the words refer to an actual 
fall of mow in Zalmon during the battle with Og. 

2. One of David's heroes, 2 S 23 s8 . See Ilai. 

C. W. Wilsox. 

Z ALMONAH ZeX M o*d).— The station in the 

journeyings of the children of Israel, following 
Mt. Hor, in the itinerary of Nu 33, and men- 
tioned there only in vv.*'- a . Nothing is known 
as to its position. It must have been in the neigh- 
bourhood of Punon, the station following ; and, if 
the identification in art. Punon be accepted, its 
site would be approximately determined. 

The Gr. rendering is identical with that of Hashmonah. u 
has been noticed in art. Hasumoxau ; but the same rendering 
also occurs for Atmon of Nu S4* hi A, 'A«*)i»« in F, and in 
A F of Nu 3S 29 for Hashmonah. Kwald'x proposed modiflcatioo 
of the text, which would separate Mt. Hor from Zalmonab br 
inserting vv.*M'» after Uastunonah, has been given in sit. 
Exodub, voL i. p. 806<>. A. T. CHAPMAN. 

ZALMUNNA See ZsBAH. 

ZAMBRI (B Zatfpct, A Zafipplt, AV Zambia), 1 Es 
9 w =Amariah, Ezr 10*». 

ZAMOTH (Z*n60), 1 Es 9*=Zattu, Ezr 10". 

ZAM ZUMMIM (DtfM?! ; LXX Zox<wu*, A Zortw 
(Mir, F Zon/mr). — In "the archaeological notice, IH 
2 a0 " :O , said (v.*») to have been the name given by 
the Ammonites to the ' Rephaira,' who once in- 
habited their land, but had afterwards been ex- 
pelled by them, — a people 'great and many and 
tall, like the Anakim ' (conip. the similar note in 
vv w. n respecting the 'Emim,' the prehistoric 
ocenpants of the territory possessed afterwards by 
Moab, and in v. u respecting the Hon tea, the 
original occupants of Edom). The Rkphaim were 
a people, reputed to have been of giant stature, 
who left remains or memories of themselves in 
different parts of Palestine, — cf. e.g. the 'Vale 
of Rephaim' Jos 15" al. S.W. of Jerus., and tlie 
description of Og, king of Bashan, as 'of the 
remnant of the Rephaim,' also 2 S 21>«- 18 - * B RV ; 
and • the Ammonites called those Rephaim who, 
in prehistoric times, had inhabited their own 
territory by the name ' Zanizummim. ' This is all 
that is known about them. As regards the name. 
zamzamah in Arab, is a distant and confntfli 
sound, and ziztm is the low hum of the Jinn heard 
in the desert at night (Lane, 1248 f.), whence W. R. 
Smith (ap. Driver on Dt 2") thinks with Schwally 
that the name meant properly whisperer*, nur- 
murers, and denoted the spirits (cf. Is 8") of the 
old giants, which ' were still thought to haunt the 
ruins and deserts of East Canaan/ But of course 
this is only a conjecture : we do not know that the 
root zamzama, with its Arabic meaning, was in use 
in Ammonitish. Cf. ZuziM. S. R. DfclvEB. 

ZANOAH (rrtji).— 1. A town in the Shephelah. 
Jos 15" (B Tww, A and Luc. Zaru), Neh 3 U (BA 
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ZarJ>, Luc. Ztwtir) ll 80 (BA om., N c -' B « iu '- ZarQe, 
Luc. Zcwui), 1 Ch 4 18 (BA 'Aavwr, Luc. Zww*). In 
the last, cited passage Jekuthiel is said to have 
been the ' father ' of Zanoah. The place, it is 
generally agreed, is the modern Zanua, S.E. of 
Zoreah (Robinson, Bill' - ii. 61). 2. A place in 
the mountains, Jos 15 s * (B ZaKcwael/i [combining 
rrtjj and the following pgn], A Zwcd, Luc. Zewoi!), 
possibly ZAnuta S.W. of Hebron (SWP \\\. 404), 
although Dillm. objects that this is too far south. 

ZAPHENATH-PANEAH (c;vd njry, ^opfloj^fa). 
— The name given by Pharaoh to Joseph (Gn 41"). 
Far-fetched attempts of the ancients to explain it 
by Hebrew have found no favour amongst modern 
commentators, the name being evidently intended 
for Egyptian. In 1886 Krall connected it with a 
well-known Egyptian type of name (zd+ divine 
name + e -f'nh ) meaning ' Said Amon (Bast, Mont, 
etc. ), he liveth,' and in subsequent years Steindorff 
established its identity more closely (Zeitschri/t 
fitr Mgyptische. i>pr. «. Alterthnnukunde, 1889, 41, 
1892, 5U). The Massoretic vocalization of the 
name is wrong: so also are the Greek forms in 
the I, XX and elsewhere. But the consonants in 
the Hebrew text are a precise transliteration of 
those in *£«-llllttT-ettj-Clltll), which would be 
approximately the pronunciation of a hieroglyphic 

name ® ' Said God, 

he liveth.' A Greek mummy-label of the Roman 
age preserves an example of the same formation 
Ka/MiTf/fowx. where Muvd (shortened to Mar-) is 
the divinity (Steindorff, I.e. ). This type of personal 
name grew extremely common in the period of the 
Deltaic dynasties (22nd -26th): earlier, it is ex- 
tremely rare, and has not yet been traced before 
the end of the 20th dynasty. Probably many details 
in the story of Joseph date from the 26th dynasty 
(B.C. 666-525), there being much intercourse be- 
tween Egypt and Palestine at that period. The 
compound with ntr ' The God ' (rrNOYTe shortened 
to ttn€t-) has not yet -been found on Egyptian 
monuments: it is probably a monotheistic touch 
added by a Hebrew familiar with Egypt and the 
Egyptian language. F. Ll. GRIFFITH. 

ZAPHON (pe» 'north').— A city E. of Jordan, 
assigned to Gad, Jos 13 57 (B So^df, A and Luc. 
"Latpuv). It is named also in Jg 12', where njioy 
should be rendered 'to Zaphon' (RVm) instead of 
•northward' (AV and RV). LXX in the latter 
passage: B, translating, ct't fioppS.* ; A and Luc, 
not recognizing the n locale, have, respectively, 
Ketpavd and Zufnjvd. Eusebius and Jerome (OS 3 
219, 75 ; 91, 26) mention an Amathus 21 miles 
south of Pella, and the same place is referred to 
by Josephus (BJ I. iv. 2 [if the text be correct]) as 
the strongest fortress on the Jordan, and .as the 
seat of one of the synedria instituted by Gabinius 
(Ant. xiv. v. 4). Tim is the modern 'Anuiteh, a 
little north of the Jabbok, at the mouth of Wady 
er-Rugeib. There appears to be no reason (in spite 
of Buhl, GAP, 259) to doubt the Talmudic tradi- 
tion that Amathus represented the ancient Zaphon 
(see Neubauer, G6og. du Talm. 249). 

Zaphon is probably connected with yry Ziphion 
(Gn 46 w ), or (more correctly) ji«w Zeohon, with 
gentilic name Zephonitei (Nu 26 15 : LXX "Zatpuv, 
^cupwp(()l), described as a ' son ' of Gad. 

ZARAIAS (Zapalas).— 1. (A.Zop&u, AVZacharias) 
1 Es 5«=Seraiah, Ezr 2-'; Azariah, Nch 7 7 . 2. I Es 
8* (B om.). one of the ancestors of Ezra, called 
Zerahiah, Ezr 7 3 , and Arna, 2 Es 1». 3. 1 Es 8 S1 = 
Zerahiah, the father of Eliehoenai, Ezr 8 4 . 4. 
1 Es 8 s *=Zebadiah, son of Michael, Ezr 8 8 . 



ZARAKES (B Zdptot, A Zopdxip, AV Zaraces), 
1 Es 1« (LXX «). He is there called brother of 
Joakim or Jehoiakim, king of Judah, and is said to 
have been brought up out of Egypt by him. — The 
name apparently is a corruption, through confusion 
of i and i, of Zedekiah, who was a brother of 
Jehoiakim, 2 K 24". ' The verse of 1 Es. is entirely 
different from the corresponding passage in 2 Ch 
36 4b . 

ZARDEUS (B Ze/wXtet, A ZapSalai, AV Sardeus), 
1 Es 9 38 =Aziza, Ezr 1(F. 

ZAREPHATH (nsn* ; LXX and NT Zdetwra [A in 
1 K 17» Ze**a]).— The Arab, village of Sara/end 
lies on a promontory about eight miles south of 
Zidon. On the shore in front of it are the scattered 
remains of what must have been a considerable 
town, the Zarephath or Sareptaof the Bible. This 
was possibly also Misrephotn-maim of Jos ll 8 13* 
[but see Misrkphoth-maim]. Zarephath origin- 
" ' ' ' ' "" ' " " * ' ' into 



ally belonged to Zidon (1 K ll 9 ), but 
the possession of Tyre after the assistance rendered 
by the fleet of Zidon to Shalmaneser IV. in u.c. 722 
in his abortive attempt to capture insular Tyre. 
In Lk 4 a * it is again called a city of Sidon (RV ' in 
the land of Sidon '). Zarephath is included in the 
list of towns captured by Sennacherib when he 
invaded Phoenicia in B.C. 701. It was the town in 
which Elijah lodged during the years of famine 
(1 K IT 8 '* 4 ). In the middle of the present ruins, 
by the shore, stands a shrine of St. George, occupy- 
ing the place of the Crusaders' Chapel, which was 
built on the traditional site of Elijah's upper room. 
The rewarded faith of the Gentile woman of 
Sarepta was recalled by Christ in the synagogue 
of Nazareth, and the allusion gave deep offence to 
His hearers (Lk 4 M ). Here may have lived the 
Syro- Phoenician woman whose faith was greatly 
commended by Christ, and whose daughter was 
healed by Him (Mt 15P' X , Mk T" *>). 

G. M. Mackie. 

ZARETHAN On*). — When the Jordan was 
divided, the waters rose up in a heap ' at Adam, 
the city that is beside Zarethan' (Jos 3 18 , LXX 
om. ). One of Solomon's commissariat officers had 
in his district ' all Bethshean which is beside Zare- 
than, beneath Jezreel'(l K 4 IJ , LXX om.). 'I he 
bronze castings for the temple were made in the 
Jordan district ' at the ford of Adamah [reading, 
with Moore, .totk(.i) mama for MT 'if nayoa (AV 
and RV ' in the clay ground ')] between Succoth 
and Zarethan' (1 K 7*). In the parallel passage 
2 Ch *4 n the name appears as Zeredah rrji? (B 
corruptly 'Ava/ie<ripS&0<u [? = dva lUaov 2t/>.], A dvA 
niaov XaSadi, Lnc. 2aptBa0&), which is named in 
IK 11* (B and Luc. 2apeipd, A 2ap««d) as the 
birthplace of Jeroboam, and in Jg 7 J [where read 
nitf Zeredah for nvrf Zererah ; B TapayaOd, A om., 
Luc. Vol ffvrnypAm{\ in connexion with the flight 
of the Midianite host. 

Zarethan or Zeredah cannot be precisely located, 
but must be sought in the vicinity of ed-Dumieh 
(the city of Adam of Jos 3 18 ). The proposal (van 
de Velde, Knobel, et nl.) to identify with tfarn 
Sartabeh, the great landmark of the Jordan Valley, 
must l>e rejected on phonetic and other grounds 
(see Dillm. Jos. ad toe. ; Moore, Judges, 212 f.; 
Kittel, Kbnige, 34 ; Buhl, GAP 181). 

J. A. Selbie. 

ZATHOES (ZaMr, AV Zathoe), 1 Es 8», probably 
stands for Zattu. The name does not appear in 
the Heb. of the corresponding passage Ezr 8 tt , 
which should be corrected by 1 Es. so as to run ' Of 
the sons of Zattu, Shecaniah the son of Jahaziel.' 

ZATHUI (B ZaroV, A ZaMovt). 1 Es 5"= Zattu, 
Ezr 2", Neh 7 1S ; called also Zathoes, 1 Es 8 W . 
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ZATTU (Kinj).— The name of a family of exiles 
that returned, Ezr 2 s (B Zadovd, A and Luc. ZaOdovd) 
= Neh 7" (B ZaOovid, A ZaOdovd) : several members 
of this family had married foreign wives, Ezr lO" 
(B ZaOovid, "A Zadovd, Luc. 7,a6dovd) ; its head 
sealed the covenant, Neh 10" ('•» (B Zaffowrf, A 
Za00owd, Luc. ZaOOalas). Tho name of this family 
has dropped out of the Heb. text of Ezr 8 6 ; see 
Shecamah, No. 2. 

ZAZA (kji). — A Jorahmeelite, 1-Ch 2 s * (B 'Ofrf/t, 
A 'Ofafd, Luc. Zi?tfd). The initial 'O of BA is due 
to taking the i of MT Kin as part of the name, and 
not as the particle = ' and.' 

ZEALOT.— See CAXANiEAN. 

ZEBADIAH (nnj] and n.-pj « ,V hath bestowed ' ; 
cf. the names "UjVr and ^ir 5 !?!).— 1. 2. Two Ben- 
jamites, 1 Ch 8 1B (B 'Afa/3a/9«d, A 'Afa/3a5id, Luc. 
ZajSaftta) 17 (BA Za/Sa««d). 8. One of those who 
joined David at Ziklag, 1 Ch 12 7 (B Za,8i«id, A 
ZaBabid). 4. One of David'B officers, son of Asahel, 
1 Ch 27 7 ( B "Apdclat, A ZapSlas, Luc. Zapdalas). 5. 
An exile who returned with Ezra's second caravan, 
Ezr 8* (Za/35«d, A Zo/35tai, Luc. ZapSias) ; called in 
1 Es 8 s * Zaraias. 6. A priest, of the sons of Immer, 
who had married a foreign wife, Ezr lO^fB Zapdetd, 
A Zo/35td, Luc. Zapdids) ; called in 1 Es 9 ai Zabdeus. 
7. A Korahite, 1 Ch 26 a (B Zaxaplat, A and Luc. 
Za.pa.8las). 8. One of the Levites sent by Jehosha- 
phat to teach in the cities of Judah, 2 Ch 17 s (B 
ZapSdas, A ZapSlas). 9. An officer of king Jehosha- 
phat, entrusted with judicial functions, 2 Ch 19" 
(B ZapMas, A ZapSLas, Luc. Za/3a5oi«). 

ZEBAH and ZALMUNNA (rrjj 'victim,' yjt^s 
' shade, i.e. protection, withheld ' ; Zipee, SeXjuavd ; 
Jg 8*-", Ps83 n ).— The narrative of Gideon's pursuit 
of these two Midianite kings (Jg 8*" SI ) cannot be a 
continuation of tho foregoing verses (7 ffl -8 s ) ; it 
must be derived from another source, attached 
abruptly, and with the loss of its opening^ verses, 
to the story of the defeat of Midian. So far from 
a victory having been just won, it seems such a 
remote possibility that the men of Succoth and 
Penuel treat Gideon with derision as he passes 
them on the track of the two kings (8 8 - 8 ). The 
kings were returning to their conntry, laden with 
spoil (8 s4 '-) ; they were not in flight, and had no 
thought of being pursued (8 n ), otherwise they would 
have used the advantage which their camels (8*) 
gave them to effect their escape. We gather, in 
fact, from this narrative (8 4 * 31 ) that Gideon's ex- 
pedition against Zebah and Zalmunna was not 
part of the general campaign against Midian, but 
a private enterprise of liersonal revenge. On one 
of their raids, probably on this very one from 
which they were returning, the two Arab chieftains 
had murdered Gideon's brethren at Tabor, doubt- 
less a place near Onhrah (8 18 ). To Gideon, as next 
of kin, fell the duty of avenging their blood. 
Collecting 300 of his clan, ho followed the enemy 
across the Jordan, attacked them unexpectedly at 
Karkor, captured the two kings, and, after exhibit- 
ing them as his prisoners to the men of Succoth, 
carried them back in triumph, probably to his 
home at Ophrah (Moore). There he slew them 
with his own hand, when his young son refused 
to be their executioner, the two kings meeting 
their fate with barbaric courage. The execution 
was a religious act as well as an act of blood- 
revenge, and may well have taken place before the 
altar (Smend, A T Ileliffionsfjeschichte, 128). Hnman 
victims were similarly sacrificed after the return 
from a victorious campaign (Jg 11 3W - 30 ), or as the 
chief portion of the spoil (1 S 15 s *). W. It. Smith, 
(US 397 n.) compares tho choice of Gideon's young 



son as executioner of the kings with the choice of 
• young men ' or * lads' as sacrificers (Ex 24 8 ), and 
illustrates from the custom of the Saracens, who 
charged lads with the execution of their captives 
The pronunciation of the names Zebah and Zal- 
munna represents merely a popular etymology, 
which gave a contemptuous meaning, 'victim,' 
"protection withheld,' to the names of the kings. 
The first syllable of Zalmunna may be the name 
of a deity Zalm, found in Aramaic inscriptions 
from Teima (CIS pars. II. cxiii, cxiv), perhaps 
also in the Phoenician Zadam (Zalam) - ba'al 
(CIS i. exxxii), called in Greek 2akanpj>, or -as ; 
see Hoffmann, ZA xi. 244 f. On the other hand, 
the names may be merely symbolic, and not the 
actual names of the two kings (so Noldeke, Die 
Amalekiter, 9n., and Stade, G VI i. 190). 

G. A. Cooke. 
ZEBEDEE (ZtpeSaios ; Heb. •«] ' gift of J",' or, 
more properly, Aram. v ??t ; raising the question 
why the name is not spelt Zapdaiot, as in the OT 
[1 Es 9" etc.], but Zej9««-. On Jewish bearers of 
this name see Jastrow, Diet. 377, where also a 
local name p?] n'j, ' probably in Galilee,' is men- 
tioned). — The father of the apostles James and 
John (Mt 4 51 ) and the husband of Salome (Mt 27 M , 
Mk 15*°). Zebedee followed the occupation of 
fisherman on the Sea of Galilee, and was appar- 
ently in easy circumstances, to judge from the 
mention Of his 'boat with the nired servants' 
(Mk l*). This is also borne out by the facts that 
his wife was one of the pious women who after- 
wards ministered to the Lord of their substance 
(Mt 27 M « Lk 8 s - 3 ); and that his son John was 
personally known to the high priest (Jn 18 18 ), and 
had the means of providing for the mother of Jesus 
(Jn 19 37 ). Zebedee himselfcomes before us directly 
only in connexion with the call of his sons ; and, 
from his raising no objection, it has been con- 

j'ectured that he himself was a disciple of John the 
iaptist, as his sons certainly were, and by him 
had been taught to regard Jesus as the Messiah. 
Whether he ever became an active follower of 
Jesus it is impossible to say. The subsequent 
silence of Scripture regarding him would incline 
one to think not, unless this silence is to be ex- 
plained by Zebedee's death soon after his sons' 
call. 

According to Barhebneus (on Mt 10 s ) and the 
Book of the Bee, the sons of Zebedee belonged to 
the tribe of Zebulun ; according to the Gospel of 
the Twelve Apostles (ed. Harris, p. 26). to the tribe 
of Issachar. G. Milligax. 

ZEBIDAH (so RV, following KUhibh nyz} ; AV 
follows Ke~rS rnoj Zebudah).— The daughter of 
Pedaiah of Rnmah, and mother of king Jelioiakim, 
2 K 23 s8 [MT omits in || 2 Ch 36 8 ]. In Kings the 
LXX has: B 'IeXXA Ovydrnp 'ESelX Ar Kpovnd, A 
YjIc\5cl<P Ovy&Tijp EieSStXa 4k 'Pv/id ; in 2 Chron. : 
AB Ze((c)xwpd dvydrrjp Hripelov e<c 'Pafid ; Luc. has in 
both passages 'AjwrdX ffvydrjip 'lepeplov [confusing 
with Zedekiah's mother, 24 18 ]. 

ZEBINA (Kj«?|).— One of the sons of Nebo who 
had married a foreign wife, Ezr 10*» (B ZcwSt^d, 
A om., N Zanpavd, Luc. Ztpevd). See ZABAD, No. & 

ZEBOIIM .— One of the fire Cities of the Plain, 
Gn 10 19 (o:^) 14*- 8 Dt 29* m (Kith, in all o-**, 
Kerc DVQf>, Hos ll 8 (Kith, o'xis; Ker-e Dra$. the k 
being regarded as quiescent ; AV and ltV here 
Zeboim). The LXX has uniformly Ze;3w(f)y* [but 
in Dt 29 s3 P 2 ' AF St/Suxri* ]. According to Bohme (on 
Neh 1-6, p. 3) the word is punctuated in MT ujwn 
the analogy of D'j'Sy ' hyaenas,' and so as to avoid 
suggesting cpst, o n .ys, or ck^ ' gazelles.' 

The site has not been identified. Upon the 
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general question of the situation of the live Cities 
of the Plain see art. Zoar. 

ZEBOIM.— 1. « The ravine of Zebo'im ' (D'yavn '? 
'ravine of the hytenas'; BA Fai ttiv 2auel», Luc. 
2a/3ab>) is named in 1 S 13 18 in describing the route 
followed by one of the hands of Philistine mar- 
auders. It is prob. the Wady el-Iyclt or one of its 
branches (Buhl, GAP 98 ; G. A. Smith, HGHL 
291 n. 1). The name Wady ab& dabd' ('Hyaena 
gorge') is still applied to a ravine in this neigh- 
bourhood, though perhaps not to the identical 
one referred to in 1 Samuel. The same locality 
appeal's to be referred to in the Zeboim (BA om., 
(*«■• ZepotLn, Luc. Zcpuxl*) of Neh 11". 2. Hos ll 8 . 
See Zeboiih. 

ZEBUL (•?=!; Zepo6\, = 'height,' 'high dwelling' (?), 
perhaps shortened from '(God's) dwelling' or from 
(Baal)-zebul).— Jg 9*- » 4I , Abimelech's officer 
(pakid) and governor (sar) of Shechem. By his 
loyalty and resource he dealt successfully with an 
insurrection against his master's authority in 
Shechem. It was an insurrection of Shechemites 
against Abimelech, who was only half a Sheehem- 
ite by birth and had usurped his position (so 
Moore, Judges 255 if., whose arguments are con- 
vincing). The interpretation of 9 s8 is uncertain ; 
Moore reads 'served for 'serve ye' (riflj f° r n ?V)i 
and explains, 1 Abimelech and Zebul were formeily 
the servants of Shechem ; why then should She- 
chemites serve them now?' Others take the in- 
surrection to have been one of Israelites against 
Shechemites (e.g. Wellhausen, Composition 353 f.; 
Robertson Smith, ThT xx. 1886, 195-198); but 
this does not agree well with the rest of the narra- 
tive. See, further, AbimelecU.'No. 3. 

G. A. Cooke. 

ZEBULUN (pSnr, rViaj, fi'naj ; ZapovXwv, Zabulon). 
— The first and second forms of the name in Heb. 
are used interchangeably ; the third occurs only in 
Jg 1*. Two explanations of the name are given 
in Gn 30 lu ( ao J. In the first (from E) Leah exclaims 
3io -i3t »r.k cvfy} 'God lias gifted me with a 
good gift,' -i of 131 being made equivalent to b. In 
the second (from J) she cries, V'k 7??!! oy;n 'this 
time my husband will dwell (lie) by me,' Zebulun 
receiving a meaning like ' neighbour' or 4 borderer' 
(Dillmann). From an Assyr. root the meaning 
' will exalt (esteem) me ' has been suggested, and 
Delitzsch (Genesis, in loc.) points out that this 
agrees with the LXX rendering alpenei ; it seems 
doubtful, however, whether zabdlu means more 
than to carry or bear (not to lift up). 

Zebulun appears in the lists of Jacob's sons, 
and as the ancestor of the tribe (Gn 46 u , Nu 26*). 
An old Jewish tradition says he was the first of 
the five brethren presented by Joseph to Pharaoh 
(Targ. pseudo-Jon. on Gn 47 2 ). So far as our 
records go, the man and his life are wrapped in 
obscurity. The chief tribal families are three, at 
the head of which stand Zcbulun's three sons: 
Sered, Elon, and Jahleel, said to have been born 
in Canaan before the settlement in Egypt (Gn 46 u ). 

In the desert journey Zeb. was placed with 
Issachar in the camp of Judah, eastward of the 
tabernacle. These marched in the van, under 
the standard of Judah (Nu 2 7 - 8 ). The tribe then 
numbered 57,400 men capable of bearing arms, 
and the headman or 'prince' was Eliab, son of 
Helon (Nu l"- 30 2 7 ). Gaddiel, son of Sodi, repre- 
sented Zeb. among the spies (Nu 13 10 ). At Shittim, 
after the camp had been devastated by the plague, 
the warriors of Zeb. are given at 60,500 (Nu 26 27 ). 
Elizaphan, son of Parnach, acted with the repre- 
sentatives of the other tribes in the division of the 
land (Nu 34 M ). At Shechem, Zeb. the youngest 
son of Leah, and Reuben, who had fallen from 



honour, are placed with the sons of the handmaids, 
over against the other six sons of Rachel and Leah, 
to make equal division of the tribes (Dt 27 13 ). Zeb. 
earned no special distinction either under Moses 
in the wilderness, or under Joshua during the Con- 
quest. In the second division of territory the lot 
of Zeb. came up third (Jos 19'°), and there fell to 
him a stretch of country, richly diversified, with 
sylvan vale, fruitful plain, and breezy height. 

The boundaries of Zeb. cannot now be traced 
with any certainty. As described in Jos 19 10 -" it 
marched with Issachar on the S., Naphtali on the 
E. and N.E., and Asher on the W. and N.W. 
The eastern boundary probably ran from Tabor, 
along the W. border of Naphtali, as far north as 
Kefr Anan (Hannathon) ; turning westward, it 
skirted the district of er-Jidmeh, reaching the 
eastern border of Asher down the vale of 'Abilin, 
in which lies Jafat, which some identify with 
Iphtah-el, or down Wady el-Kurn, further to the 
north (Conder) : thence it passed southward to 
the lip of Kishon, opposite Tell Kaimun (Jokncam). 
We can hardly even guess at the southern bound- 
ary. Chisloth-tabor, or Chesulloth (Iksal), and 
Daberath (Deburich) seem to be given to Zeb. in 
; but in v. lu the former, and in 2l' a the latter, 
are assigned to Issachar. Tabor, possibly the city 
on the mountain, 1 Ch e 77 places in the land of 
Zebulun. If Deburich belonged to Issachar, this 
would mean possession of at least part of the 
mountain, perhaps the western and southern 
slopes. If the two tribes shared the mountain, 
this may be alluded to in Dt 33 1 *. It is the most 
striking feature in the landscape, and round it 
sacred associations from of old were sure to gather. 
Other identifications proposed are precarious, ami, 
if established, would produce a very peculiar border- 
line. Tell Shadud may be identified with Sarid, 
by the substitution of a for r. In that case Ma'lul 
cannot be Marala, as it lies not westward, but a 
little east of north from Tell S/iadud ; and not only 
the change of r to 2, but also the intrusion of 'ain 
before lamed, must be accounted for. Again, it is 
difficult to conceive the line running from Tell 
Shadud past Iksal to Deburich, and then doubling 
back upon Yafa, as the identification of this last 
with Japhia would require. The authority for 
locating Gath-hepher at el-Meshed is very slender, 
and the name, which is of some antiquity, is against 
it. The line indicated for the western border of 
Naphtali seems to throw the boundary of Zeb. 
further to the east; so also the identification of 
Nahalal with 'Ain Mahil. 

The Blessing of Jacob (Gn 49"), which dates from 
the time of the Judges, or at latest not after 
Solomon, apparently gives Zeb. access to the sea. 
' Zebulun, towards the strand of the sea he settles, 
he himself towards the strand of the ships, and his 
rear to, or towards, Zidon' (Dillm.); this is sup- 
ported by Joseplius (Ant. v. i. 22; BJ III. iii. 1). 
The boundaries between the tribes and the land 
held by the Canaanites must have varied from 
time to time, and possibly then Zeb. held an 
approach to the shore, perhaps thiough the gorge 
of Kishon and along the base of Carmel. But 
the words may mean only that the sea was near 
and easily reached ; that Zeb. bordered on the 
coast, i.e. the coast-lands, and not the sea itself. 
Delitzsch translates, ' Zebulun, near to the coast of 
the sea shall he dwell, yea he, near to the coast of 
the ships, and his side leans on Zidon.' The refer- 
ence to Zidon is obscure : Zeb. never approached 
that city. Possibly the name of their chief city is 
given to the rich coast-lands, including Acre, from 
which the Phajnicians were never driven out (Jg 
l* 1 ). The much later writer in Joshua (P) knows 
nothing of any 'outgoing' of the territory to the 
Mediteiranean. 'The way of the sea' (Is 9 1 ), the 
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great highway of coOWfo&Tce from north and east to 
the huruoviT at Acre, ^V cn - passed through a large 
part of his land, and Drought Zeh. into contact 
with the trade of the world, wonld itself enable 
him to 4 suck the treasures of the sea' (Dt 33 l »). 

In Zeh. four cities were given to the Levites— 
Jokneam, Kartah, Dimnah (Dillm. and others 
read Riinmon), and Nahalal (Jos 21 9 *- 88 ). Of 
these, Kitron (identical with Kartah [see art. Kar- 
tah]) and Nahalal (probably 'A in Mahil) re- 
mained in the hands of the Canaanites, and so 
could not be occupied by the Levites (Jg I s0 ). In 
1 Ch 6" [Heb. m ] only Rimmono (Rummaneh) and 
Tabor are named, tne latter corresponding with 
no name in the former list. 

What is said of the territory of Naphtali 
(see art. NAPHTALI) applies aenerally to Zeb., 
although the mountains of Naphtali north and 
north-east rise to a much greater height. Jebel 
Kaukab (1850 ft.) is a prominent feature of the 
western landscape, and Jebel es-Sikh, N.W. of 
Nazareth, crowned by Neby Sain, commands one 
of the finest and most comprehensive views in N. 
Palestine. The Plain of Asochis, el-Ba{tavf, is 
not so large as Esdraelon, but is equally rich and 
fruitful. Olive groves flourish in the valleys, 
and most villages have orchards or vineyards, pro- 
tected by cactus hedges. 

Only one judge is mentioned as rising in Zebu- 
lun, viz. Elon, who judged Israel ten years (Jg 
12". "J. But the tribe seems always to nave pro- 
duced men of warlike energy and enterprise. 
•Marched . . . from Zeb. those who carry the 
muster-master's staff' (Jg 5 U ; * officers who had 
charge of the enumeration and enrolment of troops' 
[Moore]). Called by Barak to the conflict with 
Sisera (Jg 4"- 10 ), their patriotic devotion and 
prowess are specially celebrated in Deborah's song 
(Jg 5 U - 18 ). Gideon summoned them to the strife 
with Midian (Jg B 39 ). To David at Hebron came 
from Zeb. 60,000 men of war 'who were not of 
double heart' (1 Ch 12 s3 ); nor were gifts lacking 
from the produce of well-cultivated land (t6. 12*). 
Under David the headman of the tribe was Ish- 
maiah, son of Obadiah (1 Ch 27"). In response to 
Hezekiah's invitation, despite the scotiing of 
others, some from Zeb. humbled themselves and 
went to Jerusalem, where, although not 1 cleansed 
according to the purification of the sanctuary,' 
they were welcomed and allowed to eat the pass- 
over (2 Ch 30 10 - »■ 18 ; •»). Doubtless, Zeb. shared 
the fate of Naphtali when, along with other dis- 
tricts, Galilee was carried into captivity by Tiglath- 
pileser (2 K 15», cf. Is 9"). 

The peasant farmers of Zeb. lent strength to the 
Jewish army in the war of independence, and their 
soil witnessed some of the fiercest encounters. 
Jotapata (Jcfat) made a heroic defence against 
the Romans (BJ VII.). Sepphoris became the 
centre of Roman administration in the district 
(Ant. xviii. ii. 1 ; BJ in. ii. 4). Here for a time 
were the headquarters of the Jewish Rabbis before 
they settled in Tiberias (Jost, Jvdcnthum, ii. 16 fl'.). 
Through the territory of Zeb. from the springs at 
Sepphoris to the hill of Hat(in, the Crusaders 
marched to their overthrow at the hands of 
Saladin. It is the chief glory of Zeb. that it 
afforded the infant Saviour a safe asylum ; that on 
its breezy uplands, in the free atmosphere of the 
north, His frame grew to maturity, and mind and 
heart were prepared for His mighty task. 

Members of this tribe arc called Zebulunites 
ftfaajb ZapovXuv, Zabulon, Nn 26*). The title 
'j^ain 'the Zebulunite,' is also applied to Elon 
the judge (Jg 12»- «). W. EwiNO. 

ZECHARIAH (".!?! and nnji ; Zaxapid and -(at). 
— i. Brother of Ner and uncle of Saul (1 Ch 9 s7 ), 



one of the ten sons of Jeiel or Jehiel, patriarch 
of Gibeon in Benjamin. He is called Zecher in 

1 Ch 8". 2. A Levite, one of the sons of Korah, 
firstborn son of Meshelemiah (1 Ch 9" 26*- "). 

8. A Levite, whose place was among the brethren 
of the second degree under the chief singers 
Heman, Asaph, and Ethan (I Ch IS' 8 -* 9 ). 4. A 
priest in the time of David (1 Ch 15 24 ), one of the 
seven appointed to blow a trumpet before the ark. 
6. A Levite, of the family of Kohath (I Ch 24»). 

6. A Levite, of the family of Merari ( 1 Ch 28"). 

7. Father of Iddo ( 1 Ch 27 8 '). 8. One of the princes 
of Judah in the days of Jehoshaphat (2 Ch IV). 

9. A Levite, one of the sons of Asaph (2 Ch 20"). 

10. Son of Jehoshaphat (2 Ch 21 s ), to whom, with 
his brethren, his father gave large gifts of silver 
and gold, together with certain fenced cities. 
Along with the other sons of the king he was slain 
by his brother Jehoram on his accession to the 
throne. 11. Son of Jehoiada the priest (2 Ch 
24"). After Jehoiada's death, Joasn, who had 
yielded to the evil counsels of his princes, was 
privy to the conspiracy against Zech., because 
tie reproved the idolaters and announced God's 
judgment against them. He was stoned with 
stones at the commandment of the king in the 
court of the house of the Lord. His dying words, 
' The Lord look upon it and require it,' were long 
remembered. See also ZACHARIAH. 12. A pro- 
phet, living in the earlier part of Uzziah's nv,'n, 
i.e. before the middle of the 8th cent., about 15.C. 
770, who exercised a powerful influence for good 
upon the king (2 Ch 26 s ). He is described as 
having ' understanding in the vision of God,' or 
giving ' instruction in the fear of God.' 13. Son 
of Jeroboam II., king of Israel (2 K 14» 15» ' 3 ). It 
would seem that his father's death had been suc- 
ceed ed by a period of confusion, and probably the 
interval of at least ten years between the father's 
death and the son's succession had been spent in 
incessant conflicts between rival claimants of the 
throne. Jeroboam died in the twenty - seventh 
year of Uzziah, and Zech. succeeded in the thirty* 
eighth year of that monarch's reign (2 K 15 s ). It 
may very well be that Zech. was a brave soldier 
and a capable ruler like his father, but all that 
the sacred historian records of him is that, in re- 
spect of character and moral conduct, he followed 
his fathers in evil-doing. He did that which was 
evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had 
done ; he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam 
the son of Nebat, wherewith he made Israel to sin. 
A fter a reign of six months he was slain by a con- 
spirator Shall um, who himself survived only one 
month. With Zech. ended the dynasty of Jeho, 
according to the word of the Lord (2 K 10*), 'thy 
sons of the fourth generation shall sit on the 
throne of Israel.' 14. A man of high repute in 
Isaiah '8 day ( Is 8 1 ). When faithful witnesses were 
required to attest a solemn prophetic roll, this 
Zech. was chosen along with Uriah the priest. He 
is described as son of Jeberechiah, ana may pos- 
sibly be the same as the Asaphite mentioned in 

2 Ch 29 1S , as Delitzsch suggests (see No. 16). 
Diestel (in Schenkel, v. 130) would identify hira 
with the prophet of Uzziah's time (see No. it)'; 
but this cannot be, for the prophet referred to 
evidently died in the earlier years of Uzziah's 
reign, whereas this Zech. is represented as living 
in the days of Ahaz. Riehm suggests his identifi- 
cation with the father' of Hezekiah's mother (No. 
18). 13. The father of Abi or Abijah, the mother 
of king Hezekiah (2 K 18", 2 Ch 29'). Murphy 
thinks he may be identified with the prophet 
mentioned in 2 Ch 28 B ; but this is extremely im- 
probable. 16. A reforming Asaphite under Hcxc- 
kiah (2 Ch 29"), who took part in the cleansing of 
the houso of the Lord. 17. Head of a house of the 
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Reubenites(l€h5 7 ), one of the brethren of Beerah, 
who as one of the princes of the Keubenites was 
taken away captive into Assyria by Tiglath- 
pileser in the days of Pekah king of Israel, about 
li.C. 734. 18. A Invite, one of the sons of Kohath 
(2 Ch 34"), in the days of Josiah. In the work of 
repairing the temple, about B.C. 620, this Zech. was 
one of the overseers. 19. One of the rulers of the 
temple under Josiah (2 Ch 35"). As Hilkiah men- 
tioned immediately before was chief priest, Zech. 
was probably second priest (nuftpn ftS, like Zeph- 
aniah in Jer 52", 2 K 2d 18 ). He is also named in 
1 Es l 8 . See Zacuarias, 1. 20. The prophet. 
Sec next article. 21. One of the family ot Porosh 
or Phoros, who accompanied Ezra from Babylon to 
Jerusalem in B.c. 468 (Ezr 8* 1 Es 8 s0 ). 22. Son 
of Behai (Ezr 8"), leader of the twenty-eight sons 
of Bebai who returned to Jerusalem with Ezra. 
23. One of the chief men with whom Ezra con- 
sulted at the river Ahava or Theras near Babylon 
(Ezr 8 W . See also 1 Es 8**). 24. A descendant of 
Elam, one of the people who had taken foreign 
wives, and who undercook under Ezra's reforma- 
tion to put them away (Ezr lO 2 *). See also 
1 Es 9 s7 . 25. One of the descendants of Perez 
(Pharez), son of Judah, whose descendant, 
Athaiah, was one of the heads of the children 
of Judah settled in Jerusalem after the return 
from Babylon (Neh ll 4 ). 26. Called the son of the 
Shilonite (Neh ll 8 ), a descendant of Shelah, son of 
Judah, whose descendant, Maaseiah, was one of 
the heads of the children of Judah settled in Jeru- 
salem after the return from the Exile. 27. Son of 
Pashhur, a priest and courtier under Zedekiah, 
whose descendant, Adaiah, was ona of the priests 
settled in Jerusalem under Nehemiah (Neh ll 18 ). 
28. An Asaphite, son of Jonathan, who, 'with 
musical instruments of David, the man of God,' 
took part with Ezra in giving thanks at the dedi- 
cation of the wall of Jerusalem (Neh 12 B ). 29. A 
priest, one of the blowers of trumpets at the dedi- 
cation of the wall of Jerusalem, who took part 
in that thanksgiving service (Neh 12"). 

J. Macphersok. 

ZECHARIAH, BOOK OF. - 

i. The genuine prophecies of Zecharinh (chs. l-8\ 

ii. The activity and significance of the prophet. 

-Literature:' 

iii. Chs. 9-14: (1) Contents; (2) Relation of the different 

parts to one another ; (8) Date of the various com- 
ponents ; (4) Religious and theological value of these 
chapters. 

Literature. 

i. The genuine Prophecies of Zrchariah 
(Chs. 1-8). — The Book of Zechariah includes 
within it passages belonging to very different 
dates and proceeding from different hands. The 
su]>cr8cription8 that appear in 9' and 12 l divide 
the book into two larger parts: (1) chs. 1-8, (2) 
chs. 9-14. 

For Zechariah, the contemporary of Haggai, who 
is named in l l , all that has to be taken into account 
is chs. 1-8, which fall into three divisions : (a) l 1 " 8 
a call to repentance, based upon an allusion to the 
impenitence of the fathers and the consequent 
judgment that overtook them. They and the 
prophets 'are gone, but God's word still abides in 
torce. — (b) 1MJ* the nocturnal visions of Zecha- 
riah, with an appendix 6 10 " 18 . In eight visions, 
which are explained to him on each occasion by 
the angelus interpret, the prophet gives, as it were, 
a compendium of the eschatological hopes that 
animated him. The exposition of these is followed 
up by the direction in 6"" r - to him to take of tho 
silver and gold brought by the deputies of the 
Babylonian Jews, and to have a crown mado for 
the Zrmah, i.e. for Zcrobbabcl. This crown is then 
to be laid up in the temple as a memorial of the- e 
deputies Side by sido with Zerubbabel is to be 



Joshua as priest, and peaceful relations are to 
subsist between the two. Then shall the peoples 
come from far and help to build the temple of 
Jahweh. (The text of this passage has not come 
down to us intact, but has obviously undergone 
revision in order to obscure the difference between 
these hopes and the actual history. By aid of the 
LXX the original text may be reconstructed).— 
(c) Chs. 7. 8. Taking occasion from the question 
addressed to the priests and propliets whether the 
fast-days observed during the Exile were still to be 
kept np, the prophet points to the impending 
Messianic time, for which a moral reformation is 
the indispensable prerequisite. Then shall the 
fast-days become joyous festivals, when men from 
all peoples shall join themselves to the Jews in their 
pilgrimages to Jahweh, because they have heard 
that God has fixed His dwelling-place with them. 

ii. The Activity and Significance of the 
Prophet.— According to l 1 - 7 , Zechariah was a son 
of Berechiah and a grandson of ' Id do, the latter of 
whom is mentioned as the head of a priestly family 
which returned from the Exile.(Neh 12*). Zechariah 
will thus have been presumably somewhat young 
when he begun his prophetical work amongst his 
people. We are told in l 1 that he came forward, 
like Haggai, in the second year of Darius (Hystas- 
pis), but two months later than that prophet ; he 
continued to labour till the 7th month of the fourth 
year (cf. 7 1 ). In this way his whole activity would 
appear to have been confined to rather less than 
two years. The political background is the same 
as in Haggai, namely, the violent commotions 
which the accession of Darius produced in the 
north-eastern portion of his empire. A feeling of 
profound depression had laid hold of the commnnity 
at Jerusalem ; Jahweh, it was felt, had not yet 
had compassion upon His people, He yet remained 
far from them. Zechariah strives to reanimate the 
hopes of his co-religionists, and to rekindle faith in 
the time of consummation, which will speedily set 
in ; and it would appear that he was at least parti- 
ally successful (cf. 7 1 "*). An indispensable condition 
of the arrival of the Messianic era is the building 
of the temple ; for as the commencement of the 
judgment formerly showed itself when the glory of 
Jahweh was seen by Ezekiel (cf. ch. 10) to forsake 
the temple, so upon the' day when Jahweh once 
more makes His abode with His people all the dis- 
tress of the time shall come to an end ; in short, 
this dwelling of Jahweh in tho temple is the sine 
qua non of the dawn of the Messianic age (cf. 8"). 
Hence Zechariah, like Haggai, concentrates all his 
energies upon the task of inducing the people to 
undertake the work of building the temple, ft is 
from this point of view that one can understand 
Zechariah's view of the priesthood as- the security 
for the coming of the Zemah, i.e. the Messianic 
King(cf. — Zechariah's endeavour to reanimate 
the hopes of his contemporaries explains also the 
central place which Messianic prophecy occupies in 
his book. The whole of the nocturnal visions turn 
essentially upon the Messianic expectations of the 
time, and in ch. 8 as well he has regard to these, so 
that from this book we can construct a pretty com- 
plete picture of the Messianic hopes that were then 
entertained. The central figure is the Messianic 
King, whom Zechariah, with reference to Jer 23' 
(33™), calls the Zemah and identities with Zerub- 
babel, although a redactor, who had regard to 
the actually existing relations, has sought to sub- 
stitute the high priest Joshua for Zerubbabel. It 
is true, indeed, tnat even with Zechariah himself 
tho high priest holds a highly significant place: 
he represents the community before Jahweh, and 
has at all times free access to Him. Cf. also the 
articles Ezra-Nehemiah, Haggai, and Zerub- 
babel. 
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In Zechariah, _ *8 tt» ■ Haggai, we note the dis- 
appearance oi immediate prophetic inspiration. 
Connected with this is the circumstance that the 
message is communicated to the prophet by the 
angel of Jahweh (cf. Ezk 40 ?ff -), and that his 
visions are no longer the outcome of intuition but 
rather of deliberate reflexion. Hence the angelus 
interpres is a standing figure in them. Side by side 
with the angelus interpret we have the mal'a/ch 
Jahweh and the Satan, the latter of whom also is 
thus obviously to be thought of as included among 
the messengors of God. The greater prominence 
thus assumed by angels is the result of the more 
transcendental character to which the idea of God 
has attained : Jahweh is One who is enthroned on 
high above men, and whose dealings with them 
must be through the medium of angels. Here for 
the first time we encounter ha-satan, still indeod 
as an appellative. It is not till 1 Ch 21 that it 
attains the character of a proper name. The Book 
of Job appears, in its idea of the Satan, to occupy 
a position intermediate between these other two. 
See, further, the article Satan, above, p. 408 b . 
—Not without significance, perhaps, for further 
development is the conception here met with of 
Sin as an independently existing power. Personi- 
fied as a woman, she is carried on to the land of 
Shinar, i.e. the land of destruction (cf. 5 lff ). This 
last designation is considered, indeed, to include 
not only Shinar, but the whole heathen world ; in 
Zechariah, as in Hapgai, the way is paved for the 
notion so clearly defined in Daniel of the kingdom 
of God and the kingdoms of the world. Here the 
opposition is not yet sharply marked ; here, partly 
as an after-effect of Deutero-Isaianic ideas, but 
partly also as a consequence of a vivid conscious- 
ness of being the bearers of the true religion 
and of being 'righteous,' in contrast with the 
'ungodly Gentiles' (cf. I 1 * 2 ,a ), we meet with the 
thought that from all peoples those seeking for 
salvation shall flock to Jerusalem and dwell there, 
and that Jahweh will own them as His people (cf. 

Literature. — A. Kohler, Die naehexilUehen Propheten, 1861- 
1863 ; K. Bredenkamp, Der Prophet Sacharja, 1S79 ; C. H. H. 
Wright, Zechariah and hi* Fropheeiet, 1879 ; W. H. Lowe, The 
Hebrew SUtdrnt't Com. on Zechariah, Ueb. and LXX, 1872 ; K. 
Marti, Der Prophet Zaeharja.der Zritgenoue Serubbabeli, 1892; 
J. Wellhausen, Die kleinen Propheten, 1892 ; W. Nowack, Die 
kleinen Propheten, 1897 ; O. A. 8mith, The Book nf the Tioelve 
PiopheU, ii. 1398. Cf. Seilin, Studien mr EntetehuHiwe- 
schichte der jiid. Gemeinde nach dem baby Ion. Exit, 1901 ; 
K. Marti in SK, 1892, pp. 207 ff., 71611. ; J. Ley, ib. 1893, p. 
77111. 

iii. Chapters 9-14.— (1) Contents. — Ch. 9 opens 
with the annonm ement of judgment upon Damas- 
cus, Tyre, Zidon, and the Philistines. Jahweh 
Himself protects Jerusalem and its inhabitants. 
Jerusalem is to be the seat of the Messianic King, 
who will enter the citv riding upon an ass, the 
animal of peace. For "He works not with secular 
resources, but by His word puts an end to the strife 
among tbe nations. For the sake of the blood 
covenant Jahweh brings back the captives of Zion. 
Judah and Ephraim, together with Zion, are to be 
the weapons wherewith He subdues thj sons of 
Javan. Then will Jahweh feed His people like a 
flock in His land which is so good and fair. — After 
a short interlude, in which the Israelites are called 
on to ask rain from Jahweh, instead of turning to 
teraphim and soothsayers (lO 1 -*), comes 10 3 — 1 I s : 
Jahweh threatens the shepherds and the goats ; 
He removes them, and native leaders put them- 
selves at the head of Judah, which with Jahweh's 
help overco nes those that ride upon horses. But 
Jahweh will have pity on the house of Joseph and 
will bring them back, so that they shall be His as 
if He had never cast them off. From Egypt and 
Assyria He will bring them back to G Head and the 
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Lebanon district, but the land will not suffice for 
them. Jahweh will be their strength, and in Hia 
name shall they boast. But the cedars of Lebanon 
and the oaks of Bashan shall howl because tbe 
forest is destroyed, the shepherds bewail the loss 
of pasturage, the lions roar because the glory of 
the Jordan Valley is gone. — In 11*"" we have a 
narrative of what has occurred in recent times; 
the prophet is to put the contents of his preaching 
in pictorial form, as it were, before the eye. He 
receives the commission to take the place of the 
worthless shepherds in feeding the sheep. He took 
the two staves 'Graciousuess' and * Union,' in order 
to represent in a way the principles by which he 
meant to be guided. In like manner he cut off the 
three shepherds in one month. But soon he became 
disgusted with the sheep, and they abhorred him. 
Therefore he broke the two staves, and now received 
the commission to act the part of a foolish shephenl, 
for such an one Jahweh is to set over them by way 
of punishment. The conclusion of this threatening 
of 11" is supplied by 13 7-8 : Jahweh will smite tbe 
shepherd, so that the sheep shall be scattered.— 
12 l — 13* form a whole : the heathen, and with them 
Judah, besiege Jerusalem, but from Judah judg- 
ment goes forth upon the heathen, while Jerusalem 
itself remains peacefully in its place. Jahweh lias 
at first helped the Judahites, that the pride of the 
house of David and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
might not become too great. Then Jahweh pro- 
tects Jerusalem, the heathen who are moving i 
against her are destroyed by Him. Then shall 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem look back to him ! 
whom they once pierced, and they lament over 
him as one does over an only son.* Then Jahweh 
opens for the house of David and its inhabitants 
a fountain for purification, then He roots out Lie 
names of the idols, and destroys the prophets, and 
expels the spirit of uncleanness out of the land.— 
Ch. 14 begins once more with a reference to an 
attack by the nations upon Jerusalem ; the city is 
taken, the houses destroyed, half of the inhabit- 
ants go into captivity. Then Jahweh appears for 
her defence, treads upon the Mt. of Olives, which 
divides under His feet, and the other half of the 
inhabitants make their escape through the new 
valley thus formed. There is no more interchange 
of light and darkness, of heat and cold, but one 
day. Living waters flow from Jerusalem eastwards 
and westwards. Jahweh rules as king over the j 
whole earth. The flesh of the peoples who fight 
against Jerusalem shall moulder away while th.-y 
are yet alive, but the remnant shall all come to | 
Jerusalem to worship Jahweh and to keep the | 
Feast of Tabernacles. , 

(2) Relation of the different parts to one another. | 
— In seeking to answer this Question, the circum- 
stance must be kept in mind that in these chapters 
events are frequently described not in their actual ! 
chronological order, but the final result emerges 
first, and the description follows of the way in j 
which God brings about this result. Taking this 
into account, it will be seen that there is no occa- 
sion, with Rubiukam, to separate 9 W0 from w. uff - ; | 
the latter verses supply an account of the incident-* I 
that precede the advent of the peaceful King. Oa 
the other hand, 10'- ' has a very loose connexion 
with ch. 9. lU 3 *' might be from the same hand a* 
ch. 9 ; in tha latter there was only a passing allu- 
sion to the return of the captives, in 10**- this baa 
the central place : as in Xtt - Syria is the subject of j 
Divine judgment, so here it is to**, which in late 
Hebrew stands for Syria. 

It is very questionable, however, whether ll'" 1 ' 
and Va'-" are from tho same hand as chs. 9 and 10. 
No decisive grounds can bj alleged in favour of ( 

* For the text of this pasupe, and the use made ot it in 1» 1 
19", aee art. uuotatiokb. p. lb**. 
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identity of authorship ; on the contrary, there is a 
marked diversity in so far as it is only at ll 17 , 
which has its continuation in 13 7 "', that theontlook 
into the future Iwgins. — Ch. 12 is not, as Cornill 
(EiiUcitung 3 , p. 203) maintains, the necessary com- 
plement of 11**- ; in fact, the striking difference of 
diction makes it impossible to ascribe both chapters 
to the same hand. Seeing, further, that ch. 13 is 
undoubtedly closely bound up with ch. 12, a material 
objection to Cornill's opinion emerges. In ch. 13 
the writer holds in abhorrence those who make a 
public claim to be prophets ; Jahwch will make an 
end of such, just as lie sweeps idolatry and the 
spirit of uncleanness out of the land. On the other 
hand, in 1 l* ff - the prophet in his experiences is to 
represent in a way the conduct of the people, and 
the ' Canaanites (traffickers) of the flock' [reading 
|«ht? "My? for 'n js], who watch his conduct, are 
to recognize that it is the word of Jahweh that de- 
termines his action. We cannot assent to Rubin - 
kam's separation of 13'~* from ch. 12, which is 
justified neither by the language nor the contents; 
the features in the picture of the last days men- 
tioned in 13 lff - complete the picture of ch. 12. 

On the other hand, ch. 14 most certainly be 
assigned to another pen than 12 1 -I3 8 . _ According 
to ch. 12, the destructive judgment is executed 
upon the heathen before Jerusalem, while the city 
itself stands fast ; but, according to ch. 14, Jeru- 
salem is captured by the heathen, the houses 
destroyed, etc. According to 13', a fountain is 
opened for the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem for the purpose of purification, where- 
as the fountain of 14 8 obviously serves different 
ends altogether. As little can we think of a con- 
nexion of ch. 14 with chs. 9 and 10, as is plain 
from the opposition between 14" and 9 10 . 

The result of our examination is that we have 
the following independent pieces: (i.) 9. (10"-) 
10M1 3 ; (ii.) ll 4 "" 13 7 »; (iii.) 12 l -13« ; (iv.) ch. 
14. 

(3) Date of the various components.— {i.) 9. (10"-) 
10 s -! I 3 . Of decisive weight for fixing the date is 
9", where the p.; \j? ('sons of Greece') are named 
as the principal enemies of the people of Jahweh. 
The place here assigned to the Greeks carries us 
to the time subsequent to Alexander the Great. 
This conclusion is not opposed by 10 1W -, where 
Asshur and Egypt are mentioned, for, as was noted 
above, *n7(t became in later days a name for Syria. 
It is from this same point of view that 9 1 '- becomes 
for the first time intelligible : the word of Jahweh 
is directed against the land of Badrach and Damas- 
cus, i.e. against the empire of the Seleucids. Thus 
also we understand certain other features in the 
picturo of the futnre : the gracious favour shown 
to Ephraim and the turning again of her captivity, 
as well as her reunion with Judah, all this has 
come, since the time of Ezekiel, to be a fixed point 
in the eschatology of the prophets. The figure of 
the Messianic King is not opposed to the above 
date, for it is only an apparent identity that sub- 
sists between 9 ,ft and Is 9"' 1 As a matter of 
fact, this King is quite passive, His form almost 
disappears, to make room for that of a homo spiri- 
twdis. Characteristic of the same period arc pas- 
sages like 9 7 , wiiere the return to Jahweh hnds 
expression partly in the observance of Levitical 
laws about to.xi, a notion utterly impossible in the 
pre-exilic period. A more precise dating for these 
chapters is unattainable, on account of a lack of 
clear allusions to the historical situation. 

(ii.) II*" 17 13 7 "". This section contains allusions 
to certain contemporary occurrences, but they are 
unintelligible to us, partly owing to the probably 
defective text that nas comj down to us, but 
partly also to our very inadequate information 
regarding considerable periods of the poet-exilic 



history. This alone may be regarded as beyond 
doubt, that we are pointed to a time after the 
Exile: what is said in 11 10 about the shepherds, 
as well as the similar expressions in v. 9 , can be 
understood only in the light of their dependence 
on Ezk 34. The shepherds are to be under- 
stood as the native authorities, especially the 
high priest It is of the latter that we must 
understand the 'jp of ll 17 and the -93 of 13 7 , — 
he is, as it were, Jahweh's companion ; ;n';p and 
|ni5b (11 s ) must be foreign rulers, who are hence 
fittingly called jiton r'j^j? (ll 7 - 11 ). Wellhausen is 
inclined to see in 11**- a reflexion of the incidents 
in the last decade before the outbreak of the Mac- 
cabaean revolt, which witnessed rapid and violent 
changes of the high priesthood. 

(iii.) 12 1 -13 8 bears, throughout, the post- exilic 
stamp, (a) The campaign of the heathen against 
Jerusalem is dependent upon Ezk 38 f. The thought 
that Jahweh in the first instance helps Judah, lest 
Jerusalem may exalt herself yet more, cannot be 
properly understood at any period earlier than that 
at which Jerusalem had become the rallying-point 
for the Diaspora of the whole Jewish world, and 
when the glory of the city and her temple was 
reflected also upon her rulers and her inhabitants. 
— (6) 13', too, points to dependence on Ezekiel, 
although his viewpoint has been transformed under 
the influence of notions of the Levitical period, as 
these find expression in the custom described in Nu 
19. — (c) We are pointed to the later pout-exilic 
period by the juxtaposition of irj n'j and 12 n'j 
(12 1M -), which would nave been an' impossibility in 
pre-exilic times. And the whole description in 
12 u * carries us to a time after the Exile.— (d) A 
late date is also indicated by the hostility breathed 
in 13**- against prophecy, i.e. against those who 
come forward publicly, clothed in a hairy mantle. 
The place of these had been taken by anonymous 
and pseudonymous prophetical authorship. Our 
chapters lie upon tne line of development, whose 
culmination is indicated in views like those ex- 
pressed in 1 Mac 4« 9" 14 41 , cf. Sanhed. 11a. 

(iv.) Ch. 14 likewise belongs to later post-exilic 
times, (a) This chapter also is dependent on Ezk 
38 f. It is true that the thought of the latter is 
transformed in quite a peculiar fashion, without 
our being able to recognize the motive for the 
change, but this cannot prevent our admitting the 
dependence which is unmistakably present in 14 8 "-. 
— (6) In 14" we are probably carried to the period 
after Malachi, for this verse is dependent on Mai 
3*' ; it is probable, moreover, that v." is in conscious 
opposition to Mai l llff - — (c) It is only during the 
later post-exilic period, when the Jewish Diaspora 
went on pilgrimage to Jerusalem from all parts of 
the world to hold the festivals, that we can under- 
stand the thought expressed here (v. 1 ") that the 
converted heathen proclaim their conversion by 
a pilgrimage to Jerusalem to keep the Feast of 
Tabernacles. — {d) It is only during the same period 
that the notion of holiness expressed in v.* is in- 
telligible, a notion which once more shows the 
influence of Ezekiel. 

(4) Religious and theological value of the n .e 
chiptzrs. — We stand no longer upon the ground of 
prophecy properly so called, but of anonymous 
eschatofogical writing. Certain stereotyped feat- 
ures of eschatology recur. The writers are very 
strongly influenced by ancient prophecy ; for the 
most part by its religious rather than by its ethical 
contents. Ethical features indeed recede far be- 
hind religious. Very marked is the influence of 
the Levitical period. The Messianic King still ap- 
pears, it is true, in 9*\ but He is a comparatively 
otiose figure which might be left out without 
damaging the connexion. He is no longer the 
leader in the conflict against enemies, but exclu- 
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sively Prince of Peace, with an extremely passive 
character. The conception of the final King had 
at this time assumed a pale cast, that it might be 
able to take on other colours, namely those of the 
priest and the prophet. — Highly significant is the 
conception of the Kingdom of God as embracing 
the whole world. Jahweh is King over nil the earth, 
and, as lie is one, His worship is also one (cf. 14"). 
But this universal ism has a strong Leviticai colour- 
ing, as is shown especially by the closing verses 
of ch. 14 with their weighty emphasis upon the 
purity of the theocracy. The ordering ot every- 
thing on the basis of the dominion of holiness, in 
other words the supremacy of the Law; — this is 
the end of the process of development. 

Eckardt, it is true, maintains that tho spiritual 
uniqueness of Deutero - Zechariah consists in the 
freedom with which he extends the theocratic 
universalism over the whole religious situation of 
his time. From passages like 14* 13 s 9 1 Eckardt 
draws the conclusion that, according to Deutero- 
Zechariah, the heathen world unconsciously wor- 
ships Jahweh in the person of its own gods, that 
in its ceaseless gropings and strivings it seeks 
Him without any clear notion of what it is doing. 
Deutero-Zechariah, he holds, goes beyond Mai I" 
and Is 26 1 *; for while Malachi exhibits a view 
which, carried to its logical conclusion, must end 
in syncretism and indifferentism, and while Is 26", 
on the other hand, shows a large - heartedness 
which might readily be abused to cover cowardly 
subservience and denial of the truth, Deutero- 
Zechariah in his universalism has avoided these 
errors. So far from seeing in idolatry only a 
readily excusable error in calculation, he considers 
that heathenism must be overcome in the most 
terrible conflict. Eckardt admits that the views 
of Deutero-Zechariah have a Leviticai tinge, but 
urges that his universalism is not brought to a 
stand by the wall of the Law, but breaks through 
it whenever it presents itself as an obstacle.- Ch. 
14, it is true, lays great stress upon Leviticai 

fiurity, but it is clear from the context, especially 
rom the closing words of v.*', that for the writer 
the building up of the Kingdom of God culminates 
in piety of soul, just as the Leviticai purity of the 
last days passes over into inward purity. Nay, 
from 14'*, where he renders nwyrj by 'sin-otfering,' 
Eckardt draws the conclusion that the particular- 
istic narrow-mindedness of the laws about atone- 
ment is then to be overcome by the universalism 
of Divine grace, for there shall be a h-ittath even 
for the peoples who defiantly refuse to join in the 
prescribed pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

An accurate unprejudiced exegesis, however, 
shows these contentions of Eckardt to be irrecon- 
cilable with the text. In view-of the condition of 
things described in 14 18 " 19 , how can the statement 
that there shall be no more a Canaanite in the house 
of Jahweh be made to justify the inference that 
' the building up of the Kingdom of God shall be 
founded on piety of soul'? Or how can 14 9 
' Jahweh 's name shall be one' give rise to the 
notion that at present Jahweh is worshipped 
under a variety ofnames ? In any case no support 
to this notion is given by.9 1 , which cannot mean 
that the eyes of the heathen world nre turned 
towards Janweh. 9 7 alone would suffice to turn 
the scale against Eckardt, for in this verse the 
conversion of the Philistines is to evidence itself 
(1) by their eating no more of fiSuXoOvra, anil (2) 
by their submitting to the Leviticai laws about 
food, 'for Jahweh removes the abomination be- 
tween their teeth.' It is beyond question also that 
in 9* we have not a promise, in contrast with Dt 
23 2 , but a threatening, as the context shows. 
Eckardt's view is thus shown to be untenable on 
exegetical grounds. 
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ZECHER (-CJ).— A son of Jehiel the 'father' 
of Gibeon, 1 Ch 8 3> (B Zaxovp, A Zaxxwp, Luc. 
Zexpi) ; called in 9" Zechariah. 

ZECHRIAS (B Zexptat, A 'Efrrfas, AV Ezcrias), 
1 Es 8 1 . — Azariah, a priest in the line of Ezra, Ezr 7 1 . 

ZEDAD (tj* [the name occurs only with n locale, 
TJ?]).— One of the points mentioned in defining 
the Northern border of the Promised Land in 
Nu 34 8 , and again in Ezekiel's ideal picture, Ezk 
47 ,a . The reading is uncertain, the Sam. having 
in Numbers n-ra ; LXX in Numbers, B and Luc 
XapddaK, A ZaSdSaic, V ZMSok ; in Ezekiel, BA 
XeXSanftd. If the reading n* is followed, the site is 
unknown ; for, as Dillmann points out, the Sadad, 
on the road from Kiblah to £aryaten (accepted by 
Wetzstein, Muhlau, Furrer, tt at.), is much too far 
to the east and north. If we read tvi, as we should 
probably do, the place may perhaps be identified 
(so van Kasteren, HB, 1895, p. 30) with Khirbet 
Serddd, N. of Abil, E. of Merj 'Ajun, towards 
Hermon. 

ZEDEKIAH 0«;pT¥, njyj* only in 1 K 22", Jer 
2V J 28' 29* 'righteousness of J"'; LXX Zefend, 
ZtSaciat, 'ZeScxiov ; Vulg. Sedecias). — 1. Son of 
Chenaanah, and one of Ahab's four hundred conrt 
prophets (1 K 22 11 - »*• « 2 Ch 18'°- «• »). When 
Jehoshaphat demanded that a prophet of J" should 
be consulted about the proposed, expedition to 
Ilamoth-gUead, Zedekiah came forward in that 
character in order to forestall Micaiah ben-Imlah. 
He produced horns of iron and apparently pre- 
sented them to Ahab as from J", with a Divine 
commission : ' Thus saith the Lord, With these 
shall thou push the Syrians, until they be con- 
sumed.' He maintained his attitude in the pres- 
ence of Micaiah, and ventured to insinuate a 
doubt as to the source of the inspiration of the 
latter : ' Which way went the spirit of the Lord 
from me to speak unto thee?' The sharp retort 
in which Micaiah reaffirmed the coming defeat of 
Israel does not seem to have weakened the infatua- 
tion of the two kings. The lying spirit prevailed. 

Joseph us (int. viii. zv. 4) embellishes this story, and trans- 
poses the incidents of it. He puts a speech to Ahab into 
Kedekioh's mouth, in which he tries to prove Micaiah to be a 
false prophet because of bis disagreement with Elijah as to the 
place of Ahab's future death, and concludes by proposing a 
practical test : ' When struck by me, let him injure my hand 
as J ad n os dried up the right hand of king Jeroboam when be 
wished to arrest him.' Zedekiah then smites Micaiah. and a* 
nothing happens to him, Ahab is convinced. The incident of 
the iron horns follows. 

2. A prophet, one of the captives deported to 
Babylon with Jehoiachin. He and another, named 
Ahab, are denounced by Jeremiah (29* i " 3 ) for gross 
immorality as well as for falsely prophesying a 
speedy restoration from Babylon. It was probably 
their action as political agitators that brought 
on them the cruol punishment of being roasted 
in the tire by order of Nebuchadrezzar. Jeremiah 



Digitized by 



Google 



ZEDEKIAH. 



ZEDEKIAH 



971 



prophesied that their fate would be proverbial. 
Zedekiah was son of Maaskiah, who is probably 
to be identified with the priest whose son, * the 
second priest' Zephaniah, was put to death at 
Uiblah by Nebuchadrezzar (2 K 25 ,8ff -). 3. Son of 
Hananiah, one of the princes in the reign of 
Jehoiakim (Jer 36"). 

4. The last king of Judah (Sedekias in 1 Es 
l 46 , Bar l 8 ). He was the youngest son of Josiah 
and full brother of Jehoahaz (2 K 23" 24" ; 
in Jos. Ant. x. vii. 2, 'Jehoiakim' is a blunder 
for 'Jehoahaz'). In 1 Oh 3 lB his name pre- 
cedes that of Shallum or Jehoahaz, perhaps 
on account of the latter's insignificance, while in 
the following verse and in 2 Ch 36 10 he is repre- 
sented as sun of Jehoiakim, perhaps as having 
been his successor. The.«e variations are in- 
structive as ' showing the degree of inaccuracy 
which may exist in biblical genealogies. The 
direct account of this reign is contained in 2 K 
24"-25 7 , Jer 39 1 " 7 52'-", 2 Ch 36'°-". Consider- 
able light is also thrown on this period by the 
prophetical writings of Jeremiah and Ezekiel, 
especially the narrative portions of Jeremiah which 
are here enumerated in their chronological order : 
chs. 24. 27. (Gr. 34.) 28. (35.) 20. (36.) 21. 37. (44.) 
34. (41.) 38. (45.) 39' 8 - 18 (46"'") 32. (39.) 33. (40.) 
39 1 " 1 * (46'"*). There is, in fact, more contemporary 
material available for the construction of the 
history of this reign than of that of any other 
Hebrew monarch ; yet there are few of which 
there is so little definite to record. 

Zedekiah's eleven years' occupancy of the throne 
was but the last sigh of tho expiring Davidic 
dynasty, one episode in the struggle of Egypt and 
Babylon for the mastery. The king himself was a 
weak man in a falsa position. As a private citizen 
he might have had an inoffensive and respectable 
career, for he was of an amiable disposition and 
religiously inclined, but in the Davidic vine he 
was • no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule ' (Ezk 
19 14 ). Josephus in one passage {Ant. x. vii. 5) 
credits him with xywrbrry: «zl Suaiocuvn. This is 
sufficiently evidenced in his dealings with Jere- 
miah. On two occasions we read of formal depu- 
tations from the king to the prophet (Jcr 21 1 37 s ), 
* Inquire, I pray thee, of the LORD for us,' 1 Pray 
now unto the Lord our God for us' ; and when this 
State recognition was no longer possible, Zedekiah 
proved the sincerity of his own personal con- 
victions in secret consultations (Jer 37" 38"). It is 
noteworthy, too, that the only occasions on which 
we read of Zedekiah's exerting his authority are 
when he mitigated the rigour of Jeremiah's im- 
prisonment (37 s1 ) and sanctioned his deliverance 
from the miry dungeon (38 10 ), see also Jer 38"; 
and so it was promised to him, in marked contrast 
with the fate of Jehoiakim (Jer 22'*- "), that he 
should die in peace and be buried as a king (Jer 
34 4 * 8 ). Jeremiah, in fact, never adopts a harsh 
tone when speaking of him. Others also felt the 
same personal attraction. They looked back on 
him as ' the breath of our nostrils, the anointed of 
the Lord ... of whom we said, Under his shadow 
we shall live among the nations ' (La 4 20 ). On the 
other hand, Ezekiel, whose moral and political 
judgment was uninfluenced by personal contact 
with the king, speaks of Zedekiah in terms of un- 
qualified censure. He is tho * deadly wounded 
wicked one.' The prophetic sentence of deposition 
anticipates the act or man (Ezk 21* 3 " 27 ). Ezekiel, 
in fact, is at one with the pro-Egyptian party in 
regarding Jehoiachin as de jure king. He dates 
his visions not by the years of Zedekiah's reign, 
but by those of king Juhoiachin's captivity. On 
other grounds it is difficult to avoid feeling sym- 
pathy with the pro- Egyptian party in Jerusalem. 
In comparison, indeed, with the exiles in Babylon, 



they were as bad figs, ' very bad, that cannot be 
eaten, they are so bad' (Jer 24, see also Ezk 5* 
i4» 22. 33*-*), but their patriotism was 
sincere if perverted, while Zedekiah s throne rested 
upon a renunciation of national ambitions. This 
is clearly marked in the words of Ezekiel (17"- M ). 
* The king of Babylon . . . took of the seed royal 
and made a covenant with him ; he also brought 
him under an oath, and took away the mighty of 
the land: that the kingdom might be base, that 
it might not lift itself up, but that by keeping of 
his covenant it might stand.' In other words, it 
was Nebuchadrezzar's policy to reduce the Jewish 
nation to impotence ana at the same time attach 
it to himself by motives of self-interest, and thus 
control the powerful fortress of Jerusalem. Jose- 
phus (Ant. x. vii. 1) gives the terms of the oath 
under which Zedekiah was brought : * That he 
would surely guard the country for him, and 
neither make any political changes nor favour the 
Egyptians.' Accordingly, the hopes of the national 
party centred round Jehoiachin, whom they hoped 
to restore to the throne (Jer 28 4 ). Zedekiah's dis- 
loyalty, therefore, was directly against his own 
personal interests ; but he was quite passive in the 
hands of the man or faction that happened to be 
nearest to him at the time ; as Josephus says (Ant. 
X. vii. 2), ' As long as he heard the prophet speak- 
ing these things, he believed him and agreed to 
everything as true, and believed that it would be 
to his advantage ; but then his friends used to 
corrupt him and draw him away from the sug- 
gestions of the prophet to whatever course they 
wished.' We have here an echo of the taunt-song 
which Jeremiah (38*-^) puts into the mouth of the 
women of the royal harem : * Thy familiar friends 
have set thee on, and have prevailed over thee : 
now that thy feet are sunk in the mire, they are 
turned away back.' ' The princes ' to whom allu- 
sion is here made, seem in this reign to have 
usurped most of the executive power. They tried 
and sentenced Jeremiah on a charge of desertion 
(Jer 37"). They reduced the king to abject terror 
(37 17 38*). There was truth as well as pathos in the 
words with which he surrendered his best friend 
to them : * The king is not he that can do any- 
thing against you ' (38 s ). In a ruler such weakness 
is the greatest crime, and in the case of Zedekiah 
it was aggravated by the fact that 1 the princes ' 
for the most part belonged to the pro- Egyptian 
party to which Jeremiah and Ezekiel (Jos. Ant. 
X. vii. 2) were opposed, and which encouraged the 
idolatrous reaction which followed on the death of 
Josiah. That reaction was now in full force (see 
Ezk 8 and 11). And yet it is not so much for 
abetting false or irregular worship that the pro- 
phets condemn Zedekiah as for breach of faith. 
The oath of fealty which ho made to Nebuchad- 
rezzar Btruck men as being of a peculiarly binding 
nature. He 1 made him swear by God ' (2 Ch 36") 
and place his hand under his thigh (Ezk 17"). 
The loftv and stern morality of the Hebrew pro- 
phets did not palliate Zedekiah's subsequent viola- 
tion of this solemn promise on tho ground that it 
had been made to a heathen. On the contrary, 
' Thus saith the Lord God : As I live, surely mine 
oath that he hath despised, and my covenant that 
he hath broken, I will even bring it upon his own 
head' (Ezk 17"). The now name Zedekiah which 
he now received in place of Mattaniah, in token of 
vassalage, very possibly has reference to the right- 
eousness of J" which was appealed to on this 
occasion ; and this again may well bo ' the circum- 
stantial origin ' of the Messianic aspirations after 
the Shoot of the Davidic stock whose name is 'J* 
is our righteousness' (Jer 23 s - 8 ). 

It is difficult to say how long Zedekiah remained 
negatively loyal to the Chaldusans, but in his fourth 
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year (B.c. 590) his allegiance was so far question- 
able that the rulers of Edom, Moab, Amnion, Tyre, 
and Sidon (Jer 27'''), incited thereto by their pro- 
phets and diviners, were emboldened to send 
envoys to Jerusalem in order to induce Zedekiah 
to join a league for the purpose of throwing off the 
Babylonian yoke. The prophets and diviners of 
Israel, too, both in Jerusalem and Babylon, were 
fomenting a similar agitation, uttering definite 

f predictions that ' shortly ' (Jer 27 18 ), ' within two 
ull years' (Jer 28 3 ), would all the vessels of the 
Lord's house and Jeconiah himself be restored 
to their native land. The silver vessels which 
Zedekiah is said (Bar l 8 ) to have made to take the 
place of the gold ones served to emphasize the 
national humiliation. It seems to us unaccount- 
able that the peoples of Syria could have had such 
provincial imaginations, so little sense of pro- 
portion, as to expect the speedy fall of the empire 
of Nebuchadrezzar. On the other hand, it must 
be remembered that the rise of Chaldsea was of 
very recent date, the sudden collapse of Nineveh 
must have made anything seem possible, and 
belief in the inexhaustible resources of Egypt was 
a tradition in the East. The prestige of centuries 
dies hard. In opposition to such men as Hananiah 
and Shemaiah at Jerusalem (Jer 28 1 29**), and 
Ahab and Zedekiah at Babylon (Jer 29"), Jere- 
miah as chief prophet of the pro-Chalda)an party 
declared that resistance to Nebuchadrezzar was 

Eremature, futile, and suicidal, since supremacy 
ad been assured by God to Babylon for 70 years. 
With characteristic energy Nebuchadrezzar at 
once set about crushing the incipient revolt. He 
made examples of the agitators at Babylon, 
' roasting them in the fire ' (Jer 29* s ), and at the 
same time apparently sent to demand explana- 
tions from his vassal at Jerusalem. It is possible 
that the mission of Elasah and Gemariah (Jer 29 s ) 
to Babylon should be referred to this date ; in any 
case Zedekiah's personal attendance was required, 
and he journeyed to Babylon before the close of 
his fourth year, accompanied by a leading member 
of the pro - Chaldoean party, Seraiah (Jer 61 M ). 
There is no reason to doubt the sincerity of the 
protests of loyalty which Zedekiah doubtless made 
at this time. He had, in fact, everything to lose 
by the defeat of Chaldira, but he counted for 
nothing in the struggle of factions at Jerusalem, 
which continued as before, intense, sordid, mono- 
tonous. In his fifth year Ezekiel (I s 4* x ) sees the 
fate of Jerusalem to be inevitable. The dominant 
party had an infatuated confidence in the im- 
pregnability of their fortress, 'This city is the 
caldron, and we be the flesh ' (Ezk 11 s ) ; and as it 
was hopeless to expect any help from the exiles in 
Babylon, these latter — the real depositaries of the 
Messianic hope— came to be regarded as outcasts : 
' Get you far from the Lord ; unto us is this land 
given for a possession* (Ezk ll 18 ). This was the 
state of feeling in Jerusalem in the sixth year of 
the reign. 

Psammetichus II., who died in 589, was succeeded 
on the throne of Egypt by his brother Apries 
(Uahibri), and Zedekiah. was induced to 'send his 
ambassadors into Egypt that they miirht give him 
horses and much people' (Ezk 17 18 ). Edom, Moab, 
and Philistia now held back, but Judah committed 
itself to an alliance with Tyre (Ezk 26 7 29 18 ), 
Ammon, and Egypt against Babylon. This took 
place, according to Josephus [Ant. x. vii. 3), at the 
close of Zedekiah's eighth year ; but the prophecy 
of Ezekiel (21) in which reference is made to it 
seems to be dated (20 1 ) in his seventh year. In 
anj' case it was not until his ninth year, the tenth 
day of the tenth month, that the Chaldtean army 
actually invested Jerusalem. The delay is easily 
accounted for. At the time when Avar was actually 



declared, Nebuchadrezzar was probably engaged 
in reducing Elam or Susiana (Jer 49 s4 "*), and when 
he did turn his attention to the Egyptian coalition 
he was uncertain whether he should first attack 
Ammon or Judah (Ezk 2l MB -). Finally, he estab- 
lished himself at Riblah, whence he despatched 
expeditions against Tyre and Jerusalem respec- 
tively. The division sent against Zedekiah, before 
settling down around the capital, reduced the 
smaller fortresses of Judah ; Lachish and Azckah 
alone held out (Jer 34 7 ). It was a day never to be 
forgotten (2 K 25 l , Jer 39 1 52*. Ezk 24 s , Zee 8"). 
Some, the king himself included, at last recognized 
the fact that deliverance from this danger would 
l»e a miracle comparable to one of the Lord's 
wondrous works of old time (Jer 21 2 ). The general 
alarm, indeed, was such as to cause a religious 
revival, one feature of which was a renewal, with 
the patriarchal ceremonial (Jer 34 s - u ). of the 
covenant, and in particular a solemn engagement 
was made by all the people that they would in 
future observe the law as to the manumission of 
slaves (Ex 21 s , Dt 15"). Their zeal for this enact- 
ment may have been quickened by a desire to 
increase the number of defenders of the city. 

Meanwhile the Egyptian army, commanded -by 
Apries in person, was advancing from the south to 
the relief of his ally (Jos. Ant. x. vii. 3), and 
captured Gaza, and compelled the Chalda-ans to 
raise the siege of Jerusalem. Josephus (I.e.) states 
that the two armies met in a pitched battle, and 
that the Egyptians were put to flight and driven 
out of all Syria. From Jer 37 7 we should infer 
no more than that Pharaoh was forced to retreat to 
his own land. The Chaldaean army had no sooner 
withdrawn than the base people of Jerusalem 
broke faith with their slaves and reduced them to 
bondage again — a step which called forth an in- 
dignant protest from the prophet (Jer 34 ,Sff -). 
Meanwhile there were constant desertions to the 
Chaldtean army (Jer 37" 38 u 39" 52 18 ), caused at 
least in some measure by the predictions of Jere- 
miah. The burden of his utterances during the 
siege was that the city and all its contents was 
doomed, but that individual deserters would save 
their own lives (21 9 38** "). We cannot wonder 
then that the ami-Cha!da>an party regarded him 
as a dangerous traitor (38*), and viewed with sus- 
picion his relations with the king. In fact, after 
ne had been sentenced to imprisonment, Zedekiah 
could only see him by stealth (37" 38 19 ). 

The relieving force having been completely re- 

Sulsed, the besiegers once more closed round the 
ooined city. Josephus displayed a time historical 
spirit in describing the siege in the light of his 
own experiences. It must have been an almost 
exact counterpart, in the desperate courage and 
the horrors of it, to the siege under Titus. There 
were the same circles of forts to keep the blockade, 
the battering-rams against the gates, the ' mounts ' 
built high to overtop the city walls (2 K 25 1 , Jer 
32**, Ezk 4 s 17" 21 s2 26 s - »), while the besieged 
strained all their powers of mind and body to 
erect counter works, destroying even the royal 
palace to find building material (Jer 33*). But 
deadlier than the missiles of the Chaldo?ans were 
the pestilence and the famine (Jer 21 6 - 7 - * 32 s * 34" 
38 2 - » \a 5 w , Ezk 5 11 - le - ", Bar 2 s8 ), with the 
supreme horror of cannibalism (Jer 19 9 , La 2 I *" a 
4 1U , Ezk 5 M ). The city yielded at last to famine 
(Jer 52 s ), and on the ninth day of the fourth month, 
in the eleventh year of Zedekiah's reign, about 
midnight the six generals who had been conducting 
the siege entered through a breach and sat in grim 
state in the middle temple gate (Jer 39 s ; Jos. Ant. 
X. viii. 2 ; cf. Ezk 9 s ). 

In the confusion that followed, Zedekiah with 
his household and most of the surviving defenders 
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of the city broke through the cordon of the be- 
siegers ; they were betrayed, however, by some of 
the deserters, and had only succeeded in reaching 
the plains of Jericho when they were overtaken. 
The unfortunate king was conveyed to Kiblah 
to the presence of Nebuchadrezzar, who ' spake 
with him of judgment,' taxing him, according to 
Josephus, with perjury and ingratitude. With 
a refinement of cruelty his eyes were put out, 
but not until he had seen the slaughter of his 
children. 

Joseph in calls attention to the remarkable manner In which 
the fate of Zedekiah fulfilled two apparently discrepant pro- 
phecies of Jeremiah and Ezckiel respectively. 'Thine eyes 
Khali behold the eyes of the king of Babylon, and he shall speak 
with thee mouth to mouth, and thou shalt go to Babylon' 
(Jer 34»), and 'I will brinfr him to Babylon, to the land of the 
Chaldrons ; yet •hall he not see it, though he shall die there ' 

In all probability, Zedekiah did not long survive 
his misfortunes. We hear no more of him. The 
hope of Israel henceforth centres round the more 
innocent captive, his nephew Jcconiah (2 K 25"). 

8. A 'prince' who 'sealed unto the covenant' at 
Nehemiah's reformation (Neh 10'). 

N. J. D. Whits. 

ZEEB.— See Oreb. 

ZELA(H). — A Bonjamite city, Jos 18» (y^s, 
LXX oin.), where was the family burying-place 
of Saul (2 S 21" yVi [here KV needlessly confuses 
by writing ZelaA], LXX iv rjj ir\evp$ [taking it for 
Vfx ' side 'J). Its site has not been discovered. 

ZELEK (p4).— An Ammonite, one of David's 
heroes, 2 S 23" (B 'EKai, A ZpXryl, Luc. 2o\aa«J = 
1 Ch ll 39 (B ZeXTj, A Zc'XAijk). 

ZELOPHEHAD (inq^t).— A Manossite who died 
during the wilderness journeyings, leaving no 
male issue. His live daughters successfully as- 
serted their claim to the inheritance of their 
father (Nu 26» 27 M 38*-", Jos IT 3 , 1 Ch 7"). See 
vol. ii. pp. 129 b and 34 l b . The LXX readings are : 
B SaXxadJ except in 1 Ch 7 10 'Zaxtpadb' ; A 2aA^ad5 
except in Jos 17 s 2a\ipadS (bis). 

ZELZ AH.— In 1 S 10 s Samuel tells Saul : ' When 
thou art departed from me to-day, then thou shalt 
find two men by Rachel's sepulchre in the border 
of Benjamin nsVxa.' The last word is rendered by 
AV and RV 'at Zelzah.' But there are grave 
reasons for suspecting the correctness of this. No 
place of such a name is known to us, nor should 
we expect any further definition after the specific 
mention of ' Rachel's sepulchre.' The LXX trans- 
lates by iXkofUrovt fteydXa ' leaping mightily ' (Ew. 
'in grosser Eile ') ; k\\o//^wovs=Q , r^s (v."). But, as 
Driver points out, though n 1 ?* may mean (meta- 
phorically) leap upon, we are not justified in at- 
tributing to iws absolutely the sense of leaping. 
Moreover, neyd\a as an adverb docs not occur 
elsewhere in the LXX, and Wellli. is doubtless 
right in regarding it as simply a Heb. word written 
in Greek letters and transformed into something 
significant in Greek (for other instances of a 
similar kind see Driver, Text of Sam. 60 n.). He 
himself takes AWofUrovi neydKa to be doublets 
which have arisen from the words iv 27jXw/x ip 
BaxaXad which are found in several MSS after the 
word Bepiafulp. See, more fully, his Text d. livcher 
Sam. 73 f . ; and cf. Driver and Lohr, who take 
practically the same view of the passage. 

ZEMARAIM (m?*).— A city of Benjamin, appar- 
ently in the vicinity of Bethel, Jos 18 s " (B 2apd, 
A Zefiplfi, Luc. LanapcL/j.). It prob. gave its name 
to Mt. Zcmaraini ('* in, t6 fpos Zonopwv), in the 
hill-oountry of Ephraim, 2 Ch 13*. from which the 



Chronicler makes Abijah harangue Jeroboam and 
his army. It is generally identified with es-Smnra 
to the north of Jericho (PEF Mem. iii. 174, 212 f.; 
Buhl, GAP 180, et al.); but Dillm. {Jos. ad lo>:) 
doubts the correctness of this, holding that the 
place (see Berth, on 2 Ch 13 4 ) ought to be sought 
to the south of Bethel, and not far to the east 
where es-Sumra lies. 

ZEMARITE ("!??).— Name of a tribe said to be 
one of the sons of Canaan and placed between 
Arvad and Hamath, Gn 10 18 = 1 Ch l'«(A Za/xapa«w, 
E [in Gen.] Za/io/wtoj). The name seems akin to 
Zemaraim of Jos 18' a . The Arabian geographers 
mention several places with similar names ; but 
the juxtaposition of this name with Arvad suggests 
comparison with Sumur of the Tel el-Amarna 
tablets, in which the two names figure more than 
once side by side. So 150. 59 (ed. Winekler) : « The 
people of Arvad have made a treaty to take away 
f yre ; Tyre they could not conquer, but Sumut 
they did conquer.' _ From 81. 13 it appears to have 
been a port, and is identified by winekler with 
Botrys. In the fragmentary narrative contained 
in these tablets it appears to have been repeatedly 
taken, destroyed, and rebuilt. A place named 
Simyra, considerably to the north of Botrys, is 
mentioned by the classical geographers (Strabo, 
XVI. ii. 12 ; Pliny, UN v. 77 ; Ptol. v. xv. 4), and 
was supposed by Michael is to retain a trace of 
the name given in Genesis (so also Schrader, 
KAT" 105 ; Dillm. Gen. ad lor., et al.). 

D. S. Margoliodth. 

ZEMIRAH (.t«jt).— A 8 on of Beefier, 1 Ch 7 8 
(B'Ajuapfas, A Za/tapJas, Luc. Zafiapid). 

ZENAN. See Zaanan. 

ZENAS (Zytit) In Tit 3" St. Paul exhorts 

Titus to bring or, more probably, send forward 
(irpjTeft.fi/ov) on their journey Zenas and A polios 
with great care (<nroi»5cu«j), that nothing may be 
wanting to them, and describes Zenas as top 
pofUKop, i.e. 'the lawyer.' This may mean a 
lawyer in the secular sense, but more probably 
one skilled in the Jewish law(cf. Lk 7 20 ll 45 14 s ). 
Just above, the same word is used about disputes 
concerning the Law (Tit 3 B ' But avoid . . . striv- 
ings about the law, pdxas popuKds'). 

A. C. HBADLAM. 
ZEPHANIAH — 1. The prophet. See ZEPHA- 
NIAH, Book of, where also the name is discussed. 
2. A Kohathite, mentioned among the ancestors 
of Heman the singer (1 Ch 6 3 * 1 ). 3. Son of 
Maaseiah the priest in Jerusalem in the time of 
Zedekiah the king and Jeremiah the prophet. He 
belonged to the court party opposed to making 
any terms with Babylon, and inclined to trust to 
the help of Egypt. Though thus opposed to the 
policy of Jeremiah, he showed a good disposition 
towards the prophet by letting him see the letter 
which he had received from Shemaiah in which 
Zeph. was urged to stop every mad prophet, and 
was called in question for not having rebuked 
Jeremiah for prophesying that the Babylonian 
captivity would continue (Jer 29 :u - a '). He was 
sent by 'Zedekiah to Jeremiah to ask of the Lord 
through His prophet deliverance from Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and carried back God's message to the king. 
He was then sent again to inquire as to the pro- 
j)osed league with Egypt (Jer 21 1 37 3 ). As next 
in rank to Seraiah, grandson of Hilkiah (1 Ch 6"), 
Zeph. is called second priest, n#p(n) jab (2 K 25"). 
On the occasion of the final overthrow of Jerusalem 
by Nebuzaradan, in B.C. 587, Zeph. was taken, 
along with Seraiah and others, down to the king 
of Babylon at Riblah, and was there put to death. 
4. The father of one Josiah, into whose house in 
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Jerusalem the messengers from the Jews remain- 
ing in Babylon went (Zee 6 ,u ' "). As this occurred 
some sixty-seven years after the death of the son 
of Maaseiah, there is not much probability in the 
suggestion that he may be identical with the 
father of Josiah. It is not, however, by any 
means impossible. J. Macpherson. 

ZEPHANIAH, APOCALYPSE OF. — A Jewish 
apocryphon, probably similar in contents to the 
Ascension of Isaiah. It is named, in each of the 
t\\o lists of OT apocrypha that have come down 
to us, viz. the Stichometry of Nicephorus, and an 
anonymous list found in Codex Coislinianus, and 
three other codices (Schiirer, HJP II. iii. 125 H'.). 
The only extract known is given by Clemens 
Alex, in "his Stromata, V. xi. 77, where, after 
quoting from Moses, Euripides, and Plato to the 
effect that true worship does not require material 
temples, he says : * Are not these (sayings) like 
those of Zephaniah the prophet? " And the spirit 
of the Lord took me and brought me up into the 
fifth heaven and showed me angels called lords 
. . . dwelling in temples of Balvation and singing 
praise to God, ineffable, most high." ' The occu- 
pants of the fifth heaven are named also in Ascen- 
sion of Isaiah, 4? itt - ; Slav. Enoch, 18 1 ; I'cstainents, 
Levi, iii. 3 ; Chagigah, 126. 

Fragments of a Christianized Coptic recension 
of the Apocalypse of Zephaniah were discovered at 
Akhmim and published by S. Bouriant in Mtm. 
dc la mission arrhe'ol. au Caire, 1885. A Germ, 
translation by Stern appeared in the Ztsc.hr. f. 
iigyp. Sprache, etc., 1886, p. 115ff. ; and the same 
fragments, with additions, and along with a fairly 
complete Coptic recension of the Apocalypse of 
Elias, have been edited by Steindorft'm TtJ. The 
question of how much belongs to the Apocalypse 
of Zephaniah and how much ought to be assigned 
to an unidentified Apocalypse, is not yet settled 
(cf. James in Encyc. Bibl. l. 256). 

Litbratdrr. — Fobricius, Cod. pteudepigr. VT i. 1140f. ; 
Dillm. In Pitt" xii. 860 ; Zockler, Apokr. cf. AT 440; 8churer, 
GJV» iii. 271 f. ; Harnack, Getch. d. altchrist. Lilt. i. 854, iL 1, 
672 f. ; Bousset, Der Antichrist, 1886, pp. 54-67. 

J. T. Marshall. 

ZEPHANIAH, BOOK OF.- 

i. The Writer. 

ii. Content* of the Book. 
Hi. Date and Unity. 

iv. Literary Characteristics, Condition of Text, etc. 
V. Religious Value. 

Literature. 

i. The Writer.— The title of the book reads : 
* The word of the Lord, which came unto Zeph- 
aniah, the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the 
son of Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days 
of Josiah, the son of Anion, king of Judah.' The 
name Zephaniah (n;;w, LXX Zo^oWar; cf. the name 
^jhjss in No. 107 of the Phocn. inscriptions in CIS) 
means * he whom J" has hidden or protected,' and 
is borne in the OT by three men (see art. Zeph- 
aniah) besides the author of the prophecy before 
us. It has plausibly been inferred that the Heze- 
kiah named in the title is the Juduean monarch of 
that name (so Hitzig, followed by most moderns). 
This would account for the genealogy of Zephaniah 
being carried back four generations, whereas the 
usual practice in the case of the prophets is to 
name only their father (cf. Is l 1 1 Isaiah the son of 
Amoz,' Jer l l 'Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah,' Ezk l 3 
'Ezekiel the son of Buzi,' Jl l l 'Joel the son of 
Pethuel'). No argument against this conclusion 
can be drawn from the absence of the title ' king 
of Judah' after Hezekiah's name. This title could 
have been inserted only somewhat awkwardly, 
seeing that it had to be appended also to Josiah's 
name, and may have been felt to be unnecessary in 



the case of so well-known a name as that of (leze- 
kiah. Zephaniah's great-grandfather, Amariah, 
will thus nave been a younger brother of king 
Manasseh, and no difficulty in the way of Zeph- I 
aniah's being a contemporary of Josiah is occasioned I 
by the circumstance that the succession Hezekiah — 
Manasseh — Amon— Josiah appears to contain a I 
generation fewer than Hezekiah— Amariah— Geda- | 
liah— Cushi — Zephaniah. For we learn from 2 K 
21 1 * 19 that Manasseh was 45 years old when his 
son Amon was born, a date at which his brother 
Amariah might easily have had a grandson f Cushi). 
Zephaniah may thus have been as old as, or even 
older than, Josiah. If the prophet belonged to 
the royal family, all the greater interest attaches 
to his strictures upon ' the princes and the king's 
sons ' ( l 8 - 9 ). He was, clearly enough, a dweller in 
Jerusalem (note his familiarity with the various 
localities of the city, the Fish Gate, the Second 
Quarter, the MAKTESH [l 10 - "], and esp. the words 
in l 4 ' I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this 
place '). 

ii. Contents of the Book.— The prophecy falls 
into two unequal divisions, the first and larger of 
these being occupied with threatenings, the second 
with promises. 

A. The Threatening, VSP. 

A destructive judgment, universal in its scope, 
is proclaimed in terms which recall those that 
heralded the approach of the Deluge (Gn 6 7 ; cf. 
also Hos 4* ana Ezk 38") ; man and beast, the 
fowls of the heaven and the fishes of the sea, the 
stumbling-blocks with the wicked, are to be cut off 

The word nS^j© in v. 3 is doubtful In iU only other occur- 
rence (in the sing. nVppj Is 3*) it means ' overthrown niam,' 
'ruin,' which of course does not suit here; and even the 
rendering * stumbling-blocks ' (i.e. idols ; cf. the use of the cog- 
nate 7\VjQ in Elk 14* *■ 7) is hardly appropriate to the context. 
Schwally would emend '$^r?i [O. A. Smith prefers Hiph. 
'P^p?m] 'and I will cause (the wicked) to stumble" (cf. v." 
' they shall walk like blind men 'X LXX reads ««i 
«' in?™ (=0T?r>7 '^rTX Wellh. and Now. (cf. Davidson) 
regard the words D'lftr}rrn$ rnSfbijn as an interpolation of 
a late glossator, who missed a definite allusion to the sweeping 
away of idols in the general destruction. 

In particular this judgment will overtake idola- 
ters and syncretists in Judah and Jerusalem ( vv. 4 "*). 
The ' day of the Lord ' (on thi^conception see the 
"references in art. OBADIAH, vol. iii. p. 578») is at 
hand ; He has prepared a sacrificial feast (cf. Is 1 3 s 
34«, Jer 46 10 , Ezk 39"), where the victims are the 
people of Judah, and to this the instruments of 
His vengeance (prob. the Scythian hordes ; see 
below under ' Date ') as ' sanctified ' guests (cf. 1 S 
16° 20 36 ) are invited (v. 7 ). From the royal house 
downwards all classes are guilty, and shall share 
in the terrors of that day (vv. 8 ""). 

Nowack's transposition of v. 9b and v. 8b ('{ will punish the 
princes and the king's sons, who fill their master's house with 
violence and deceit ; and I will punish all who leap over the 
threshold, and all who clothe themselves with foreign apparel ') 
is perhaps somewhat arbitrary, but it is attractive. As the 
clauses stand, the 'leaping; over the threshold' is connected in 
such a way with the 'filling of their master's house with 
violence and deceit^ ok to, amount to a charging of .the royal 
princes with housebreaking: Perhaps the prophet means to 
bring such a charge against them (Davidson, et of.) ; but, on 
the other hand, there is much to be said in favour of the sup- 
position that what he has in view is their imitation of a foreign 
('(Philistine [see art. Ciirrbtiiitu, vol. i. p. S77>)) custom of 
leaping over the threshold in entering: a house. I'pon Nowack's 
arrangement of the clauser., this habit and the aping of foreign 
manners in dress fall into line with one another. 

In that day Jahweh will search Jerusalem with 
lanterns (cf. for the figure Lk 15 s ), and hunt from 
their hiding-places (cf. Am 9 s ) the men who are 
now sunk in religious indifferentism nnd who sav, 
' The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil ' 
(v."; cf. Ps 10* 14 1 etc., and, for the proverbial 
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expression Is 41 B , Jer 10 s ). The utter ruin and 
the war alarms of that day are further described 
in vv. 1 *- 1 *. 

Then in 2 1 -* the prophet turns to his countrymen 
with an appeal yet to seek the LORD, if perchance 
they may be hid in the day of His fierce anger, 
when the Philistines (vv. *■*), Moab and Amnion 
(vv. 8-11 ), Cush (v. 1 *), and Assyria (vv. 13-14 ) shall be 
overwhelmed. 

There is no sufficient ground for Wellhausen's supposition 
that in 2' the situation and tone are somewhat different from 
those of ch. 1, a difference due to the choice of the coast rood 
by the Scythian host, and a consequent anticipation on the 
part of the prophet that Judah might, after all, escape the 
storm. 

Vv>7 and are in the ktnafi measure (see Lahentatiosb, 
vol. iii. p. and Pobtry. above, p. 6), although the rhythm 
Is, now at least, in several instances imperfect. 

In 3 1 " 7 Jerusalem is once more the subject of 
denunciation, as the rebellious, polluted, oppressing 
city, whose princes, judges, prophets, priests, are 
nil alike unfaithful to their duty, and whose in- 
habitants have failed utterly to learn the lesson 
God meant to teach them by His judgments upon 
the nations. V. 8 appears to form the connecting 
link between the Threatening and — 

B. The Promise, P. 

The faithful in Jerusalem are to wait till the 
judgment is accomplished, when all peoples shall 
l e brought to serve the LORD with one consent 
(vv.'*' ). Israel's sinfulness and pride shall be no 
more, they shall trust in the name of the Lord and 
shall dwell safely (vv. 11 " 13 ). The book closes with 
a triumphant call to the people to rejoice in the 
LORD who dwells in their midst, and who gives to 
them a high and honourable place amongst the 
nations (vv. 1 *" 20 ). 

The general sense of these closing verses is clear, but there 
is some uncertainty as to details, as the text is in several places 
more or less corrupt (see below, j Iv.), 

iii. Date and Unity.— 1. The title of the book 
assigns the prophecy, as we have seen, to the days 
of king Josiah. So far as ch. 1 is concerned, the 
correctness of this date is almost universally ad- 
mitted, even by those who do not regard the title 
as an original part of the book. 

The only important exception is Ed. Konig (Einltit. in d. AT 
352 f.X who would assign the prophecy to the period of reaction 
that followed the death of Josiah (b.c. 008). But, while much 
in the book would suit such a date, there is one circumstance 
which appears sufficient to condemn Kdnig's view, namely the 
absence of any censure upon the king in 1». This is suitable 
in the cose of Josiah but not oi Jehoiakim (see O. A. Smith, 
Twelve l>roi>hets, ii. 89 f.). 

But the reign of Josiah (B.C. 639-608) is crossed 
by an important dividing line in the year 621, the 
date of the reformation on the basis of the Deutero- 
nomic law-book. On which side of this line does 
our prophecy naturally range itself? We have no 
hesitation in reaching the conclusion that the de- 
scription of the idolatrous practices in I 4 " 6 and of 
the whole religious, moral, and social condition of 
tilings in (not to speak of 3' etc.), points 

to a period prior to the year 621. This opinion, 
which is the prevailing one among scholars (of 
moderns it may suffice to name A. B. Davidson, 
Driver, Ci. A. Smith, Wellhausen, Nowack, Cornill, 
Budde, S track), is opposed for various reasons by 
Delitzsch (in PRE 1 ), Kleinert (in Lange's Bibel- 
tocrk), and Schulz {Com. 18112), who would date the 
prophecy subsequent to the reforms of B.C. 621. 

The argument for a late date, which is drawn 
from supposed echoes of Deuteronomy (e.g. Zeph 
ju. is. n compared with Dt 28 m *), need not detain 
us, for it is weak in the extreme. Nor can any 
great weight be laid upon the expression ' the 
! remnant of Baal ' in l 4 , as if this were an allusion 
to the survival of Baal worship after the drastic 
measures adopted against it by Josiah in 621. 
For (a) it is jiossible that the original text was 



' the navies [mce> instead of n«eJ ; LXX to, oVVoto] 
of Baal ' ; cf. Hos 2 17 ' I will take away the names 
of the Baalim out of her mouth,' and Zee 13* ' I 
will cut oft* the names of the idols out of the land.' 
Or (6) i*? may be taken in the sense of 1 the rest ' = 
' every vestige,' so that the meaning will be ' I will 
wholly root out Baal -worship,' 1 1 will cut it off till 
not a trace of it is left' (cf. Is 14** * I will cut off 
from Babylon name and remnant ') ; so A. B. 
Davidson, Wellhausen, Nowack. Probably the 
same sense should be attributed to the n'TO? °' 
Am l 8 and the nnqx of Am 4 U 9 1 . Or (c), even if 
the expression be taken in its narrowest sense, the 
' remnant of Baal ' may refer to the Baal-worship 
which survived the reforms which, if we can trust 
the Chronicler (2 Ch 34 3 '-), Josiah had undertaken 
six years previously. Besides, as A. B. Davidson 
points out, Baal may stand here for any kind of 
false worship, even that which is nominally offered 
to Jahweh. On the Chemarjm see article under 
that title. 

A difficulty in the way of assigning the prophecy 
to the earlier part of Josiah's reign has been feft 
owing to the mention of 'the king's sons' in l 8 , 
seeing that it is impossible that Josiah, who could 
not have been much over 21 years of age at the 
time (cf. 2 K 21'-*), could have had sons capable of 
perpetrating the outrages attributed to them in v.". 
But here again (a) it is not unlikely that the LXX 
6 oticot toO (laaiKiw [*.«. l£$n rvs instead of jfyfg has 
preserved the original reading — 1 the king's house.' 
Or (6) ' the king's sons ' may mean simply merpbers 
of the royal family (who had a king, but not neces- 
sarily the reigning king, among their ancestors) ; 
cf. 1 K 22 ab , 2 K IP, Jer 36* [see Hitzig-Graf] 38*. 
Owing to the youth of the king, his relatives at 
court would have all the freer scope for their mal- 
practices. 

The early date for which we are contending is 
further supported by the prophet's allusions to an 
approaching foe, whom he does not name, but who 
is with much probability identified by most moderns 
with the Scythians, whose incursions are referred 
to by Herodotus (i. 102 ff. ), and who probably passed 
along the Philistine seaboard, e. 626 B.C. [This 
explanation is in every way preferable to that of 
Schwally, who supposes the foe to be Egypt (see 
A. B. Davidson, p. 98, for a conclusive refutation 
of Schwally)]. These Scythian hordes appear also 
to have been the subject of Jer 4 8 -6 30 in its original, ■. 
form, and to have suggested the imagery of Ezk 
38 4ff \ In the year 626 Josiah would lie 21 years 
of age, and Zephaniah possibly a little older. The 
latter and Jeremiah probably began their prophetic 
activity in one and the same year (626). 

The present position of the book, both in MT 
and LXX, between Habakkuk and Haggai proves 
nothing, for the arrangement of the Twelve is in 
other instances (e.g. Joel and Obadiah) demon- 
strably unchronological. The proper place of our 
book is between Nullum and UabiikkuK. 

2. While ch. 1, with the possible exception of 
a few expressions which may have found their 
way from the margin into the text, is universally 
attributed to Zephaniah, and dated by the great 
majority of scholars within the first half of Josiah's 
reign, there are considerable differences of opinion 
as to the unity and the date of the rest of the book. 

Kuenen (§ 78. 5-8) accepted the genuineness of all but SI**, 
which, on account, chief t, of differences both in tone and situa- 
tion from the rest of the prophecy, he was inclined to make 
post-exilic (e. 530 B.C.). He defended 2'-*- » against Stade(« VI 
I, 044 n. 3), who denied to £tr>haniah also the whole of ch. 3. — 
Wellhausen (followed pretty closely by Nowack) is suspicious of 
22-*, he reject* vv>>>, and treats ch. 3 as a later supplement, 
added in two stages, vv.i-7 and vv.*-2", upon the analogy ol 
Mic 1H and vv.7 ». — Budde (lollowed by Cornill, Kinleit.* 
t 35. 3 I contrast his more conservttive position in • j 31. 3)) 
would admit 2'-» 8>-»-7-«-« (in this order) » » as in harmony 
with Tephoniah 's situation and a suitable sequel to ch. l ; he 



Digitized by Google 



976 ZEPHANIAH, BOOK OF 



ZEPHANIAH, BOOK OF 



rejects the whole of 2*-"> mainly because Israel appears in these 
verses as the victim instead of as the perpetrator of wrong (the 
conception in ch. 1) ; 10 are excluded as breaking the con- 
nexion between v. 8 and v.", while vv.i«*>are declared to be a 
lat»r lyrical epilogue to vv." Schwally allows to Zephaniah 
nothing outside ch. 1 except 2>»-« and possibly 2* -», holding 
to be exilic and ch. 3 post-exilic. He concedes, however, that 
317 'may be' £ephaniah's. — Q. A. Smith accepts the whole of 
ch. 2 except w>io (the oracle against Moab and Ammon, which 
is suspicious for reasons noted below) and v." which breaks 
the connexion between v.? and v.12. In SW he considers w.»- 10 
to be ' obviously an intrusion,' while v.« should possibly precede 
v.*, as Budde proposes. He has no doubt about attributing 
w.n-ao to theend of the Exile or the period after the Return.— 
Driver remarks that 2" seems to be out of place, and that 8i*-20 
is somewhat doubtful, although even here, the picture being of 
course an imaginative one, ' the question remains whether it is 
sufficiently clear that it was beyond the power of Zephaniah 's 
imagination to construct it' (LOT* 842f.. where the author 
adds a reference to his discussion on Mic 77 50 ).— Davidson con- 
siders it quite possible that 2*- 18 has in various places been 
expanded, but defends the genuineness of ch. 2 as a whole. 
He allows that & w should possibly be omitted, but otherwise 
w.l-U appear to him to be genuine, although they might 
suggest that the passage was later than ch. 1. Towards w.i*-» 
he holds the same attitude as Kuenen, recognizing in them 

Suite a different situation from that of the rest of the book.— 
onig would apparently accept the whole book as genuine, 
with the exception of that part of the title which refers the 
prophecy to the days of Josiah. 

As to ch. 2, ihero will be little question that 
Sehwally, in arguing against the genuineness of 
vv. 1 " 3 , huilt too much upon the occurrence of uy and 
my in v.* (cf. the criticisms of Bacher, Budde, and 
Davidson). Yet there is force in the remark of 
Nowack, that while the vmrd uy occurs in the 
older literature (Nil 12» [E], Am 8\ Is 11*), the 
notion has not yet assumed there that ethico- 
religious stamp which it bears in Zeph 2 s , and for 
which we must look for parallels to the later 
Psalms. No doubt, as an argument this is 1 rather 
precarious' (Davidson, p. 101); but an instinctive 
feeling may be stronger than logic, and we confess 
that, like Wellh. and Nowack, we ' cannot repress 
a doubt ' of the genuineness at least of v.*, which 
with its ' Seek ye the Loud, ye meek of the earth,' 
' seek righteousness, seek meekness,' has a decidedly 
late ring to our ears. 

The objections taken to 2 4 " 18 in general are 
singularly pointless (see Davidson or G. A. Smith), 
but vv. 8 " 11 can hardly be defended. The oracle 
against Moab and Amnion (vv. 8 " 10 ) denounces these 
peoples for an attitude towards Judah which seems 
out of place in Josiah's reign ; their territories 
were not on the line of the Scythian invasion of 
Egypt via Philistia [but see, as bearing on this 
argument, Davidson, p. 99] ; and, further, the 
verses are not, like those that precede and that 
follow, in the kinah measure. This last circum- 
stance tells very strongly against their originality. 
Then v. 11 , if it belongs to Zephaniah at all, is 
certainly out of place. The omission of these 
four verses gives a good connexion between v. 7 
and v. u . 

It may be held with some confidence that 3 1 *"* 
emanates from the period of the Return. Its 
entire difference of tone from ch. 1 and from the 
opening verses of ch. 3 is unmistakable. The 
language reminds us of Deutcro - Isaiah, and the 
eschatology of Ezekiel. Like Am 9 U " ,S and Mic 
7 7 '- , the verses were probably introduced into 
their present place to relieve a sombre back- 
ground, this having been only imperfectly accom- 
plished in the instance before us by vv. 11 "". In all 
probability vv. 0, iU , which interrupt the connexion 
and spoil the antithesis between v. 8 and v. a , should 
also be assigned to the same or a similarly late 
hand. There does not appear to be any adequate 
ground of suspicion against the rest of ch. 3, 
making due allowance, of course, for textual 
corruptions (see next section). 

iv. Literary Characteristics, Condition of 
Text, etc. — The style of Zephaniah is, upon the 
whole, clear and forcible ; ' several of his figures 



are striking (e.g. 1" 'I will search Jerusalem with 
lanterns,' * vb. ' the men that are thickened upon 
their lees,' v. 17 ' they shall walk like blind men '). 
Powerful and awe-inspiring is his description of 
the day of the Lord in P 8 "' 8 , whose opening words 
in thevulg. Dies irae, dies ilia, commence also the 
well-known hymn of Thomas of Celano. We have 
a passage of exquisite beauty in 3 11 " 1 *. It is true, 
as Davidson points out, that, as compared with 
Nahum's description of the destruction of Nineveh, 
Zephaniah 's prophecy of the same event is some- 
what general and lacks the power of the other 
prophet's impassioned oratory ; but this difference 
may be due partly to the fact that the picture 
in the one case is painted from the imagination, 
and in the other is the work of one who had beheld 
the kind of scenes he depicts. To a considerable 
extent Zephaniah borrows from his predeceasors, 
esp. from Isaiah and Amos (cf. I 2 - 3 with Hos 4* ; 
the description of the day of the Lord with Is 2 1 *"* 1 , 
Am 2 s - " 5* ; l 150 with Am 5 U ; l 18b with Is ID 3 
28" ; 2*-» with Am l»-2»). 

There are traces in Zephaniah of the phenomena 
that characterize late* Hebrew. It is partly, in- 
deed, on account of some of these marks that 
Wellh. doubts the genuineness of 3 1 " 7 (note n^KU 
and nn» in v. 1 , rissm in sense of fields in v. 8 , Sy va in 
Bense of command in v. 7 ). tor further instances 
see G. A. Smith, ii. 37 n. 1, who also gives on the 
preceding page a list of rare grammatical forms 
and phrases found in this book. Of haftax 
legomena may be noted Stsj in 1", mj and nT3(?) in 
2 s , pvco and man in 2", my* (?) in 2 M , n-p ( = .tj?) in 3 1 , 
D"?} (Qal) in 3 s , mura (if correct ; see Ges.-Kautzsch, 
§ 124c) in 3 4 , ma in 3 8 , npy (different from Ezk 8 U ) 
and pa (?) in 3'°. See also 2 U , v. b KV (Aram. ). 

The text of Zephaniah is, unfortunately, in 
several places in* rather a corrupt condition, and 
contains some suspicious words : in some cases, 
however, it can be corrected with the help of the 
LXX, and in others Wellh. and others have made 
plausible emendations (e.g. in l 8 - 2'- - «■ 7 - " 3 7 e ), 
though naturally uncertainties still remain. For 

Jarticulars we must refer to G. A. Smith, Ttczlve 
'rophets (ii. 35 - 37, 56 - 74), or, more fully, to 
Nowack's Commentary. 

v. Religious Value.— Tho abiding value of the 
Book of Zephaniah rests mainly upon three founda- 
tions : (a) the profoundly earnest moral tone of the 
prophet, with his deep sense of the sin of injustice 
and oppression, and inflexible demand for purity of 
heart and conduct ; (b) his doctrine of the disciplin- 
ary value of suffering. God's judgments are meant 
to humble and chasten Israel, and when she has 
learned this lesson she trusts in God alone (3"- n " IS ). 
In vv. 9 - 10 , a later addition to the book, the same 
principle is applied to the heathen. Their lips arc 
purified (isn here in the same sense as in 1 S 10*) 
by sutt'ering, so that they become lit to call upon 
the name of the Lord, (c) The wide outlook of 
the prophet's philosophy of history, his doctrine of 
Divine Providence. The apparently irresponsible 
Scythians come upon the scene at the moment 
God needs their presence ; the various nations are 
overtaken by the Divine judgment, in orVler that 
God's purpose may be accomplished of blessing not 
only the Jewish people but the whole world. 

A universal ism akin to that expressed in Jn 4 11 ** 
has sometimes been attributed to Zephaniah upon 
the ground of 2" (' men shall worship him, every 
one from his place ') 3*- 14 ; but in the first-named 
passage the words we have italicised are of uncer- 
tain meaning (but see Davidson), and all three 
passages lie under strong suspicion of belonging 
to a later age than that of Zephaniah. 
It may be added that the Book of Zephaniah is 

• This verse gave rise to the medieval pictures of SL Zeph 
aniah carrying a lantern in his left hand. 
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one of those from which the figure of the Messianic 
king is entirely absent. The standpoint of the 
prophet was indeed such as almost necessarily to 
preclude the appearance of any such conception. 

LrmtiTTRt — Driver, LOT* (1897X pp. 340-343; Wildeboer, 
Lilt. d. A.T. (1806) pp. 189-108; the Einleitungen of Comill* 
(} 35. 3), Ed. Konig (1S03), pp. 352-354 ; 8track» (1808), p. 
1119 f. ; Baudiaain (1901), pp. 550-655. 

Commentaries : F. A. Strauss, Vatieinia Zeph. am. illxutr. 
1843 ; HiUig - Steiner in Kaf. exeg. Hdb. (1881) ; H. Evrald 
(1867-68), Prophet*, Eng tr. iii. 14-26 ; E. B. Pusey, The Minor 
Prophet* ; von Orelli in Strack-Zock'er's Kgf. A'om.; L. Beinke 
(Rom. Cath.), Der Proph. Zeph. 1868 ; W. Schulr, Com. uher d. 
J'roph. Zeph. 1802 ; Wellhausen, Die kleinen Propheten (1893). 
pp. 28-31, 147-155; A. B. Davidson, 'Nohum, Habakkuk, and 
Zephaniah ' in Camb. Bible, 1896 (a moat valuable work) ; No- 
wack, 'Die kleinen Propheten' in Hdkotn. z. A.T. (1807) pp. 
274-206; J. T. Beck, Erkiarung der Propheten A ahum u. 
Zephanja, 1809 (a curious work, with an interest of its own, but 
without any scientific value). 

Miscellaneous: F. W. Farrar, 'The Minor Prophets' in Men 
of the Bible series (1800), pp. 153-158; Klrkpatrick, Doctrine of 
the PropheU (1892), pp. 253-263 ; W. R. Smith, art. ' Zephaniah 1 
in Enevc. Brit.*; Buhl on Zeph 2". 14 3"* in ZATW (1885), 
p. 183 B. ; Schwallv, ' Das Buch Zephanja,' 0>. (1890) p. 166 ff. ; 
Bacher on Zeph 2», it). (1891) pp. 185 f., 200ff.; Budde, SK 
(1893), p. 393 ff.; Bachmann, ' Zur Textkritik des Propheten 
Zephanja,' ib. (1894), p. 641ff. J. A. SRLBIE. 

ZEPHATH (Wf ; B and Lnc. A 2<0«p).— 

See Hormah, and add to the Literature there 
Dillm. on Nu 14 48 and Moore on Jg 1". 

ZEPHATHAH. — According to MT of 2 Ch 14 10 <»> 
Asa joined battle with Zerah the Cushite in the 
valley of Zephathah at Mareshah. No 

such place is known to us t):*where in OT, and it 
is not unlikely that the LXX xard poppa* [i.e. k;jj 
nibf instead or nrfl? ] MaptLnp, ' to the north of 
Mareshah,' has preserved the original reading. 

ZEPHI, ZEPH0.— A son of Eliphaz, and one of 
the 'dukes' of Edom, Gn 36»- 18 (to* Zepho, LXX 
2a»0dp) = 1 Ch 1* Zephi, BA ZaMpdp, Luc. 

2e»^ow)). It is impossible to decide between the 
claims of the two forms of the name, nor can its 
ethnological signification be determined. 

ZEPH0N, ZEPHONITE.-See ZAPHOK. 

ZER M.—A 1 fenced' city of Naphtali, Joi 19». 
It follows Ziddlm (properly Hazziddim [with art.]). 
The LXX tr. v. 38 xal ol ir6X«j t««xi)p«« tw» Tvpivr 
[i.e. OTtn], Tt/pos [i.e. lit], k.t.X., but it is difficult to 
suppose that this can be correct. Hazziddim may 
be the modern Hafdn, near fCarn Jfattin, N.W. 
of Tiberias (so Talm. ; see Neubauer, p. 207). The 
identity of Zer is quite uncertain. Conjectures as 
to the site are noted in Dillm. Jos. ad loc. 

ZERAH (mi ; LXX ZApo, Zi.pt ; Mt 1» Zapd).— 
1. One of the sons of Keuel, the son of Esau by 
his Canaanitish, or Ishmaelite, wife, Basemath 
(Gn 38 u * 1 Ch I s7 ). The name appears again as 
that of the father of Jobab, one of the early kings 
of Edom (Gn 36 s3 , I Ch l u ). 2. The younger born 
of the twin sons of Judah by Tamar nis daughter- 
in-law. The peculiar circumstances of his birth are 
made to account for his name (Gn 38 30 [J]). He 
gives his name to the Zerahites (Nu 26**). Of this 
family was Achan the son of Zabdi (Za/t/9pW, LXX 
Jos 7' ; Zimri, 1 Ch 2 s ), who took of the spoil 
of Ai contrary to the Divine command. Zerah's 
sons are mentioned 1 Ch 9*, and Pethahiah (Neh 
11 s4 ) is one of his descendants. He finds a place 
along with PEREZ his twin brother in the gene- 
alogy of our Lord (Mt l 3 ). 3. A son of Simeon, 
and the founder of a family of Zerahites within 
that tribe (Nu 26">, 1 Ch 4") ; called also Zohar 
(Gn 46 10 , Ex 6"). i. A Levite name, borne by a 
Gershonite (1 Ch 6 2 M and by a Kohathite ( 1 Ch 6 41 ). 
8. The name of the Cushite (2 Ch 14 8 " 1 ) who 
invaded Judah in the reign of Asa(c. 911-871 B.C.), 
vor.. iv. — (V* 



and suffered a disastrous defeat at Mareshah in 
the south-west of the land. 

The Invasion of Judah by Zerah the Cushite is unknown to 
secular history, and rests solely upon the authority of the 
Chronicler. This circumstance, together with the fact that the 
name of Zerah the Cushite does not appear in any list of the 
kings of Egypt, has led Wellhausen (History of Israel, p. 207), 
Stade, and others to pronounce the narrative unhistorical. It 
is, they say, an invention conceived for the purpose of mak- 
ing the historical overthrow of Rehoboam into a triumph on 
the part of his descendant: it had Its origin at the time 
when Cushites ruled in Egypt, and transferred a condition of 
affairs which was true of a later time to the days of Asa. But 
this is an excess of historical scepticism. There is nothing 
in the inscriptions inconsistent with the narrative of the 
Chronicler.* 'There is so little known,' says Wiedemann 
(Oetehiehte von Alt. Agypten, p. 155). 'from the time of 
Oaorkon i. that it cannot be considered beyond the bounds of 
probability for an Ethiopian invader to have made himself 
master of the Nile Valley for a time in his reign, and for him 
and not Osorkon I. to be the Zerah of the Chronicler.' Zerah 
was identified by Champollion (Pre'eis du Systeme hierogly- 
phique 2 , pp. 257-262) with Osorkon I., the second king of the 
22nd dynasty ; and the identification has been accepted by 
Ewald and others. The discovery of M. Noville in the ruins of 
Bubastis (Bubattii, pp. 60, 61 f.; Sayce, IICM p. S63) goes rather 
to connect the invasion with Osorkon II., who is made to declare 
on a monument that ' the Upper and Lower Rutennu have been 
thrown under his feet.' This would show that Osorkon II. had 
been engaged in a campaign in Palestine, which is designated 
Upper Rutennu in the geographical language of Egypt. 
Hommel {AHTp. 815 n. ; cf. Ball, Light from the East, p. 92) 
thinks that Zerah and his Cushites were from South Arabia, a 
view which is favoured by the character of the spoils,— tents, 
sheep, and camels,— as well as by the very name Zerah, which 
resembles Zirrikh or Dhirrih, a royal name in the newly-found 
Sabtean inscriptions. This view is favoured, too, by the designa- 
tion of the people as 'AimCmm in the LXX (2Ch 14»«), which 
u>ay be compared with the bunu. Mazin, the Ma'din of the same 
inscription, t 

Ln kratu rk. — In addition to references given above see Sayce, 
Egyj* °f I 1 ™ Hebrew*, p. Ill ; Maspero, Struggle of the Hationi, 
p. 714 ; McCurdy, HPM i. 259 ; Herzog, PJtE* xvli. 478. 

T. NlCOL. 

ZERAHIAH (3-rnj » J* hath arisen or sinned,' cf. 
Sab. Sumn). — 1. A priest, an ancestor of Ezra, 1 Ch 
6 «wj.ei [Heb. 6 3J 6 s6 ], Ezr 7* (B in all Zapaid; A 
Zapaias, Zaptat, Zapaid). 2. The father of Eliehoenai, 
Ezr 8* (B Zapeid, A Za/xud). 

ZEREO (tij).— The torrent - valley (nahal) of 
Zered is named in the itinerary of Israel's journey - 
ings, Nu 21" (B Zdper, A Zdpe, Luc. Zdpe0), immedi- 
ately prior to their crossing of the Arnon, and in 
Dt 2 13 as the point that marked the close of the 38 
years' wanderings. It is probably either the Sail 
Sa'ideh (Knobel), the principal confluent of the 
Anion from the S.K. (burckhardt ifyrien, 033), or 
the Wady Kerak (Ges.. Hitz., Keil, Dillm., G. A. 
Smith, Buhl). The objection to the Wady el-AhsA 
(Wetzstein in Del. Genesis*, 567 f.; Tristram, Land 
of Moab, 49 f.) is that this wady must have formed 
the S. boundary of Moab on the side of Edom, 
whereas Iye-abarim, the station before the cross- 
ing of the Zered, is shown by Nu 21" to have been 
in the wilderness to the E. of Moab (see Driver, 
Deut. 38). 

ZEREDAH, ZERERAH — See Zarethan. 

ZERE8H (en? ; B Zaxropd, A 2&xropd).— The wife 
of Haman, Est 5 10 - M 6 18 . Jensen (see Wildeboer, 
'Esther' in Kurzer Hdcom. p. 173) compares the 
Elamite goddess Kirtia or Giriia (suggesting to 
read chj). The explanations of the name from the 
Persian are doubtlul. 

ZERETH (nT»). — A Judahite, 1 Ch 4 7 (B "ApeO, 
A IdptO, Luc. ZdprjO). 

ZERETH-SHAHAR (TT0 rny). — A Reubenita 
town, Jos 13" (B pa did K al ZctW, A 2ap0 koI 
Snip). Its site has not been identified, although in 

* Of course his numbers (680,000 men in Asa's army, 1,000,000 
In Zerah's) are, as frequently happens, incredibly large. 

t See. however, the criticism of this hypothesis of Hoinmel's in 
Ed. Konig's Fiinf neue arab. Landsehaftsnainen, 1902, pp. 53-57. 
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the vicinity of Mkaur (Macherus) the hot springs 
eq-$ara and the volcanic mountain Hammat e$- 
Sara may contain reminiscences of the ancient 
name (Buhl, GAP 288). 

ZERI.— See IZRL 

ZEROR An ancestor of Saul, 1 S 9 1 (BA 

'ApiS, Luc. 2apd). 

ZERUAH (7ijr»). — The mother of Jerohoam, 
1 K 11* (B and Luc. om., A Zapovd) 12" b (BA 
Zaptiai, B" 'Apeipa). In the latter passage, which 
is an addition of the LXX, it is further stated that 
she was a harlot (xopnj). 

ZERUBBABEL fortf! LXX and NT Zopo/Sd/SeX, 
Zorobabel). — 

The etymology and the meaning of the name are doubtful 
It is often taken a* = Heb. S?? £11] ' begotten of (ie. In) Babylon '; 
but proper names with n passive participle aa one element are 
scarcely, if at all, found in Hebrew, though frequent enough 
in Assyrian (Gray, UPS 201, n. 1; Driver, Text of Sam. 14; 
Nestle, Manjinalien, The same objection applies to the 

explanation 7} r nj 'dispersed of Babylon;' while philology and 
the fitness of things are both opposed to van Hoonackers 
(Zorobabel, 44 f.) explanation S}? 3"JT 'crush Babylon.' Upon 
the whole, we should perhaps accept the view of Ed. Meyer 
(EnttUhung det Judenthume, p. v) who makes it a Batx-Assyr. 
name and punctuates Zrru- Babel = ' seed or offspring of Babylon.' 
The name is said to occur in Bab. documents as Zhr Babili 
(Strassmaier, Ituehr. von Jiabonid. 113, L 13, Intehr. von 
Darxut, 188, L 2, 297, L 2). 

Zerubbabel played an important part in connexion 
with the return of the Jews from exile. Of Davidic 
descent, he is generally called the son of Bhealtiel 
or Salathiel (Ezr 3 s - 8 , Hag 1\ Mt l ,a etc.), who was 
one of the sons of Jehoiachin, the captive king of 
Judah (1 Ch 3"). In one passage, 1 Ch 3 19 , the MT 
(perhaps by a textual error ; the LXX has 2aXa6\r)X) 
makes him the son of Pedaiah, who was Shealtiel's 
brother. He probably came to Jerusalem along 
with the first band of exiles, under the leadership 
of Sheshbazzar, who is not to be identified with 
him, and who may have been his uncle, the Shen- 
azzar of 1 Ch 3 18 . See article Sheshbazzar, p. 
493. 

In direct opposition to Ezr 87 and 4» (the latter of which 
has, without any warrant, been set down as an interpolation) * 
it is contended by de Snulcy and others that Zerub, came to 
Jerusalem not under Cyrus, but in the second year of Darius 
Hystaspis ; and appeal is mode, in support of this opinion, to 
1 Es 3-5* and Jos. Ant. XI. iiL These last two authorities are 
indeed but one, for the Jewish historian simply follows, with 
modifications of his own, the narrative of 1 Esdras. As to 
1 Esdras itself, it is possible that it has sometimes preserved a 
true reading where this has been lost by the MT (see Esdras, 
vol. i. p. 759 b X «md hence where the narrative is parallel with 
the Heb. Ezra we may occasionally get help from it, but it is 
more than questionable whether we ought to attach weight to 
its testimony as to facts where it contradicts the canonical 
book. As a specimen of the hopeless confusion that reigns in 
1 Esdras, we may adduce the position occupied by 2 18 -** ( = Ezr 
4'-"). which is more out of pl.ve than even In the Heb. edition, 
while the inde|*m)etit narnttive in 3-5* introduces Darins 
Hyttaspia as if he for the first time jrnve the exiles permission 
to return, although this has already in 2'«- been traced to 
Cyril*. This section (4-6*) is not translated from the Hebrew, 
bnt Is cither n free composition of the author or borrowed by 
him from a Greek source. Its hero Zerub. is introduced as one 
of the bodyguard of Darius Hystaspis, who as a recompense for 
the skill with which he had conducted an argument (about the 
relative power of Wine, the King, Woman, and Truth) received 
permission from the king to it-turn to Jerusalem and to build 
tho tomplo. The details of thlx story are no doubt apocryphal, 
but it is possible that a substratum of truth underlies it, — 
Zerub. may have headed an embassy to Darius to invoke his nid 
against the Samaritans and other opponents of the Jews (cf. 
Jos. Ant. xi. W. »). 

According to Ezr 3-4 8 (narrative of the Chroni- 
cler), Zerubbabel, along with Jeshua the high priest 

• Howorth (Academy, 1893, p. 174 f.) is wrong in asserting 
that the first four verses of Ezr 4 are not found in the parallel 
passage in 1 Esdras. Strangely enough, Sayce (HCM 543) falls 
Into the some mistake. As a matter of fact, Ezr 4*-*=l Es 



and others, soon after their arrival in Jerusalem 
(in the seventh month) set up an altar for burnt- 
offerings, kept the Feast of Tabernacles, and took 
steps for the rebuilding of the temple, whose foun- 
dations were laid in the second month of the 
second year of their arrival, amidst ceremonies 
which the Chronicler describes in his characteristic 
fashion Owing, however, to the opposition 

of ' the adversaries of Judah and Benjamin,' this 
act was followed by seventeen years of inactivity, 
until, in the second year of Darius (B.C. 520), and 
largely owing to the stimulus supplied by the 
prophets Haggai and Zechariah, the work was 
resumed in earnest (Ezr 5 1 ). A new delay, occa- 
sioned by the suspicions of Tattenai, ' governor on 
this side the river,' and others, was ended by an 
appeal to Darius himself, who ordered that the 
work should be allowed to proceed (6 Iff -). The 
temple was finished and dedicated four years later 
(6>«). 

(a) There has been much discussion as to the date when tba 
foundation of the temple was really laid. In Ezr 8* this a 
distinctly asserted to have been done by Zerub. and Jeahua 
in the second year after their arrival in Palestine (£.«. 637) 
On the other hand, it certainly appears from Ezr 5*, Hag 1'* 
2l*l», Zee 8». that the foundation was not laid till seventeen 
years later (620).* The discrepancy may be removed by the 
suggestion of Driver (LOT* 647) that the ceremony of Ezr 3* 
was of so purely formal a character that Haggai could afford 
to ignore it It is quite conceivable that the fulfilment of the 

rject formed in 637 had to be postponed till 620, for, not 
speak of the opposition of the Samaritans (Ezr <"■), the 
character of Cambvses (529-622), the successor of Cyrus, sod 
notably his expedition to Egypt (527), would be unfavourable to 
the prosecution of the building. Others (see Literature below) 

5 refer to suppose that the Chronicler, for obvious reasons, an te- 
sted the laying of the foundation by over fifteen years, while 
on the other hand he did substantial Justice to the real course 
of events by representing the work of building as not seriously 
taken in hand till the second year of Darius, 

(b) A more serious question is raised by Ha vet (' La moderate 
des prophetes' in Rente det deux tnondet, 1889, p 799 ff.), 
Imbert (Iai temple recomtruit par Zorobabel, 1888), and 
Howorth (Academy, 1893), who contend that the Darius of 
Ezr 4 5 - *• is not Darius Hystaspis (622-485), as we have hitherto 
taken for granted, but Darius Nothus (424-404). The rebuilding 
of the temple is thus brought down a whole century (422 instead 
of 620). The strongest argument in support of this theory is 
the mention in Ezr 4* 7 of Ahasuerus(i.r. Xerxes) and Artaxerxea 
(Longimantia) in such a way aa apparently to imply that Darin 
of 4*« Is Nothns. But it has long been ans|iected (cf. Drive*. 
LOT* 547 f. ; Corn ill, Ainleit.* 2UH) that the section Ezr <*■« ■ 
out of place and should follow ch. & It really refers to events 
that happened in the time of Nehemiah, and describes opposition 
to the rebuilding, not of the temple but of the city and mlU. 
How the Chronicler came to insert this section where he did, it 
a question we will not undertake to answer ; but that even be 
was capable of supposing that a century elapsed between 4>, 
when Zerub. and Jeshua stand at the head of the community, 
and 61, when under their directions the building of the temple a 
pushed on, is inconceivable. 

The only other reason for identifying Darius with Nothns is 
found in Ezr 6'* ' according to the decree of Cyrus and Darius 
and Artaxerxtt king of Persia.' But it is abundantly evident 
from the context that Artaxerxet is here an interpolation due 
to proleptit on the part of a scribe who had in his mind the 
services rendered to the Jews by that monarch in the time of 
Ezra and Nehemiah. The identity of the Darius of Ezr 4** with 
Hystaspis is further evident from Zee V- la , where the 70 years 
must date from either 697 or 686, and in either case 70 (a round 
number) will bring us to the reign of this king. Apart from 
any other consideration, is it credible that a whole century 
would have been suffered to elapse between the Return and the 
rebuilding of the temple, seeing that the latter institution bad 
since Joeiah's reforms assumed such importance T The Chronider 
could not in his narrative allow seventeen years, not to sptaz 
of a century, to pass before steps were taken to restore the 
building, hence perhaps his statement that the foundations were 
laid shortly ofter the Return, and about the same time as the 
altar was re-erected. So clearly does Imbert perceive the force 
of these considerations, that he admits that shortly after toe 
Return a temple was built by Sheshbazzar, which was afterwards 
destroyed, when or by whom we ore not told, and then finally 
came Zerub., a contemporary of Darius Nothns, and restored it. 
Imbert most arbitrarily alters the text of Ezr (M so as to read 
'Darius the eon of Artaxerxea' instead of 'Darius and Arts- 
xerxes. ' The latter, as in Ezr 4, is held to he Longimanua, who, 
according to Imbert, is distinguished from Mneraon (under 
whom he places the activity of Ezra and Nehemiah) by ha ring 
his name written Kf^pnjntt, while the latter monarch appears 



* Van Hoonacker (Zorobabel, 6311., Noupelltt Etvdet, 1061) 
labours hard, but it seems to us unsuccessfully, to put a differ- 
ent interpretation on the language of Haggai and Zechariah. 
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aa MN>ffrvnM. (This la pure fancy ; the Interchange of and 
to so common aa to be a very precarious foundation fur an 
argument of any weight). Itnbert is even able to tell us that 
the Book of Ezra originally contained an account of the building 
and the destruction of SheshbazrAr's temple, but that a later 
generation suppressed' this, supplying lta place by the list of 
names In Kzr 2, which was borrowed from Neh 7. It Is needless 
lo say that for all this there Is nut the slightest historical 
evidence. 

The Darius, then, with whom Zernb. was contemporary, was 
beyond all reasonable doubt Darius Ilystaspis. 

How long Zerub. occupied a position subordinate 
to Sheshbazzar we do not know, but in the begin- 
ning of the reign of Darius he was pekah or governor 
of Judah (Ilag 1 '■ M etc.). His history subsequent 
to the building of the temple is involved in hopeless 
obscurity. He is not named even in connexion 
with the dedication (Ezr (5 uff ). A Jewish tradition 
relates that he returned to Babylon and died there. 
It is possible that Darius, after the troubles that 
broke out during his reign, may have preferred to 
have a scion of the ancient dynasty of Israel under 
his eye rather than run the risk of his presence 
in Judaea stimulating projects for the restoration 
of the Davidic monarchy. Of the sons of Zernb. 
(1 Ch 3 ,9f ) we know absolutely nothing. Zerub. is 
mentioned in Sir 48 11 in ' the praise of famous 
men.' 

In recent years new interest has been given to 
the personality of Zerubbabel by the extremely 
able and ingenious work of Sellin, Serubbabel : ein 
Beitrag zur Gesch. der messian. Erwartung und 
der Entstehung des Judenthums, 1898. Sellin 
seeks to make out that, at the instigation of the 
prophets Haggai and Zechariah (cf. Hag 2 2 \ Zech 
4 9 8 ,ff ), Zerub. was actually raised to the throne of 
Judah, and the Messianic kingdom thus set up, 
but that he was soon overthrown by the Persians 
and put to death. The martyr king was even sup- 
posed by Sellin to be the suffering Servant of Is 53. 
The evidence in support of these conclusions is 
very skilfully marshalled, but one has a feeling 
that fancy plays too larse a part in Sellin's recon- 
struction of the post-exilic history, and, so far as 
the argument rests upon Is 53 and kindred passages, 
it will have no weight with those (and their number 
is increasing) who refuse to see in the Servant an 
individual instead of a collective sense (cf. esp. Ed. 
Konig, The Exiles' Book of Consolation, 189U, and 
Budde, Die sogenannten Ebed-Jahvoe-Lieder, 1900). 
[The identification of the Servant with Zerubbabel 
is abandoned by Sellin in his Studien zur Entsteh- 
ungsgesch. der j'dd. Gemeinde nach detn Bab. Exil, 
1U01J. 

The investigations of Professor Rosters led 
hi in to conclusions which, if accepted, involve 
a complete recasting of the traditional opinions 
about the Ketum from exile, and the influence 
of that event upon Israel's subsequent history. 
Founding partly on the undoubted fact that a 
great many Judahites were never carried into 
exile at all, Kosters contended that the temple 
was rebuilt, not by the returned exiles, but by 
the people of the land (at the generally accepted 
date 520-316). While Driver and Kyle are satis- 
fled that the Chronicler gives in Ezr 3 8 " 18 a sub- 
stantially correct account of what transpired, 
Cheyne accepts Kosters' results. He agrees, in- 
deed, with Wildeboer, that Kosters went too far 
in denying that any exiles at all returned at the 
accession of Cyrus, but is of opinion that the real 
Return was not till that headed by Ezra at Nehe- 
miah's second visit (432). The story of the Return 
and the building of the temple as told by the 
Chronicler is, upon Kosters' theory, constructed 
with a view to glorifying the gola (exiles) at the 
expense of the ' am-lu? Cirez (people of the land). 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua may have done all that is 
recorded of them, but they need never have beeu 



in Babylon at all. Kosters' conclusions have l>een 
combated, especially by Wellh., Ed. Meyer, and van 
Hoonacker (see Literature below), from different 
points of view, and it may be safely asserted that, 
if it has been the fashion to attribute too much to 
the gola and too little to the remnant of Judah, 
the brilliant Leyden professor went to the opposite 
extreme. 

• LintBATUBK. — Kuenen, l)e chronologie ran het Pertieche 
Mdcak, lsuo [Gemim. Abhandl. 212 IT] ; de Saulcy, Etude 
ckronol. dee livre* d'Eed. et Neh. 186t>; Hubert, Le temple 
reconet. par Zorob. 1888; Stade, 61-7(1888). 11. 98 ff. ; Driver, 
LOT 9 (1897),, p. 545 ff. ; Kvle, Etra and Nehemiah (C'anib. 
Bible), 1808 ; Ho worth, ' keal character and importance of 
1 Madras' in Academy, 1898, pp. 18, 60. 106, 174, 826, 624, see 
also FSB A xxili. 147, 805; A. van Hoonacker, Zorobabel et le 
eeeond temple, 1892; Wellhauacn, JJG* (1897), p. 157 ff.: 
ScbOrer, GJV* (1898), 11. 827 ff. UUP a. III. 177 ff.) ; P. Hay 
Hunter, After Vie Exile (1690). 1. 50 f, 156 f., 219 f.; C. C. 
Torrey, The Comjxieitlon and Hint. Value of Eer.-Neh. 
1896; Sayce, II CM 589 ff; Scbrader, 'Die Dauer des zwelten 
Tempelbaues,' in SK, 1867, pp. 460-504 (the first notable attack 
on the historicity of Ezr 8 ; Schrader'a view has been adopted 
bv Kuenen, Stade, Marti, Ryssel, Konig. and many others). 
Kosters' epoch-making work, /let herettl van Jtrail in het 
Perzieclie tijdrak, 1894. was criticised by Wellhausen upon the 
whole adversely (though he concedes a good deal to him), Id 
GGN{\i»b, No. 2, ' Die Rfickkehr der Juden aus dem bob. Exil » 
[u which Kosters replied in ThT, 1895, p. 549 ff.]), and has met 
with much inpre uncompromising opposition from van Hoonacker 
(Nouvelle* Kindt* eur la reetauration juive. 1896, cf. also his 
art. ' The Keturn of the Jewa undcrCyrus,' In Erpo*. Time; vlll. 
[1S97] 851 ff.), and Ed. Meyer (EiiMehung dee Judenthntne, 
1896; Meyer was severely criticised by Wcllb. in GO A, 1897, 
p. 89 ff., and replied In a pamphlet, ' Julius Wellhauacn und meine 
Scbrift Die EnMehung den Judenthuiim,'' the controversy turn- 
ing especially upon the genuineness of the documents profesaedly 
quoted by the Chronicler, which la affirmed by Meyer againat 
Kosters and Wellhausen). As was noted above, Kosters' con- 
cluslona have been largely accepted by Wildeboer, Lit. d. AT, 
411 f., 419 f., and Cbeyue, Jntrod. to leaiah. xxxlli-xxxix, JUL 
6ff. J. A. SELBIE. 

ZERUIAH in 2S 14> 16f>23« 'TJ; LXX Sap- 

oveid and Zapomd ; Saruia). — The mother of David's 
officers, Abishai, Joab, and Asahel. Her husband's 
name is never mentioned, and the three heroes are 
always referred to as 4 the sons of Zeruiah ' (once in 

1 Sam., 13 times in 2 Sam., 3 times in 1 Kings, and 
7 times in 1 Chronicles). This fact may simply 
imply that Zeruiah's husband died early and was 
forgotten ; or it may signify that the mother of 
these famous men was herself so remarkable a 
woman that her husband's name was comparatively 
unworthy of preservation ; or it may be an interest- 
ing relic of the ancient custom of tracing kinship 
through the female line. 

In tho genealogy glvon in 1 Ch 2, Zeruiah and Ablgnll are 
mentioned as alstera of the aona of Jesae (2 w l. Tho expression 
seems to Imply that they wero not daughters of Jesse, and In 

2 S 17*» one of the two, Abigail, Is called the daughter of 
Nahaah. On this pasange Stanley baaea the conjecture that 
Jesse'a wife was the mother of Zeruiah and Abigail by a pre- 
vious marriage with Nahash, king of the Ammonites; but 
Budde prefers to emend tfAl Into 'C^ (Jeaae). See Naiiasii. 

J. Strachan. 
ZETHAM ( 3 ?- T ). — A Gershonite Levite, 1 Ch 23» 
(B Ze06n, A Zai06/i) 26" (B Zt06/x, A Zo06m, Luc. in 
both passages Zndiv). 

ZETHAN ('?").— A Benjamite, 1 Ch 7 10 (B Zaiddv, 
A 'HO&v, Luc. Zn9d). 

ZETHAR Or')-. — A eunuch of king Ahasuerus, 
Est 1 10 (BA ' A/3aTafd). The Heb. form of the name 
is compared by Oppert (Esther, 25) with Pens. 
zailar, 1 conqueror.' 

ZIA (".'!). — A Gadite, 1 Ch 5 13 (BA ZoCe, Luc. 
Zia). 

ZIBA (*?'?, in 2 S 16» ; B Z«/34, A 2t/3d, and 
in 2S 10"- 8 - 3 - 4 2i/3/3d ; Siba). — A servant or slave 
C??.) of the house of Saul (2 S l> 2 ). The Philistine 
invasion, which was so fatal to his master's house, 
probably gave him his liberty (cf. Jos. Ant. vii. 
v. 6), and he comes on the scene at the head of a 
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household of his own, consisting of 15 sons and 
20 slaves (2 S 9 W ). He is consulted by David, 
who wishes for Jonathan's sake to show kindness 
to any surviving representative of the house of 
Saul, and informs the king of the existence of 
Mephibosheth, Jonathan's lame son, in the ob- 
Kcurity of Lo-debar (2 S 9 s - «). When David there- 
upon receives Mephibosheth into his own house as 
a permanent guest, and confers upon him the estate 
which had belonged to Saul, Ziba is appointed Me- 
phibosheth's land - steward (2 S 9»- ,0 ). At a later 
period, Ziba dexterously turns Absalom's rebel- 
lion and Mephiboshcth'8 weakness to his personal 
account. To display his own loyalty, he fetches 
David a large supply of provisions during the 
latter* 8 flight across the Mount of Olives,, and at 
the same time, apparently without any grounds, 
accuses his master of having gone over to the 
enemy in the hope of obtaining the kingdom of 
Saul. For this sinister service Ziba is rewarded 
with a grant of all Mephibosheth's property (2 S 
16 1 **). When the rebellion is stamped out, and 
the king returns to Jerusalem, Mephibosheth is 
able to rebut the false charges made against him 
by his treacherous servant. The king might justly 
punish Ziba, but in the hour of victory he is in a 
conciliatory mood. If Ziba has not been faithful 
to his master, he has at any rate been loyal and 
serviceable to his king. David accordingly contents 
himself with restoring half the property of Saul to 
Mephibosheth and confirming Ziba in the possession 
of the other half (2 S 19**-*>). J. StrachaN. 

ZIBEOH (psray). — Gn 36 3 - 14 *»• M - » 1 Ch 1»- • 

(2«/3e7<ir except 1 Ch 1* A Sc/Serifr). See An AH. 

ZIBIA («*?¥).— A Beniamite, 1 Ch 8» (B 'Uptd, 
A Ztpti, Luc. Za/3iri). This and the name Ziblah 
may be connected with '3?, fem. »m ' gazelle,' as 
totem. 

ZIBIAH (n; ;3*).— The mother of Joash of Judah, 
2 K 12' P»=2 Ch 24 1 (BA "A/?.*). See also ZlBIA. 

ZICHRI (-!?!).— 1. A grandson of Kohath, Ex 6" 
(B Zexptl, A Zexpl), misspelt in modern edd. of AV 
Zithri, although ed. of 1611 has correctly Zichri. 
2. 8. 4. 8. Four Benjamites, 1 Ch 8 19 (B Zaxptl, 
A Zexpl), v. M (B Ztxpd, A Zoxpl)> v." (B Zaxpef, 
A Zexpl), Neh 11» (B Zexpel, A Zexpl, and so in the 
next three occurrences). 6. An Asaphite, 1 Ch 9" 
II Neh ll 17 (see Zabdi, No. 4). 7. A descendant of 
Eliezer, 1 Ch 26 20 . 8. A Reubenite, 1 Ch 27". 
9. A Judahite, 2 Ch 17" (B Zopet, A Zax/rf). 10. 
Father of a captain in Jehoiada's time, 2 Ch 23' 
(B Zaxapid, A Zaxap(as). 11. A mighty man 
of Ephraim, 2 Ch 28 7 (B 'Ef«p«/, A "EfrKpl, 
Luc. Zaxaplat). 12. A priest in the days of 
Joiakim, Neh 12" (BX*A om., K°- » ■« lat Zexpel, 
Luc. Zaxapias). 

ZIDDIM.-Sce Zer, 

ZIDOM (fir* and fr»; Z(e)i5<ir, Arab. Saida).— 
The ancient city of Zidon lay 20 miles to the S. of 
Berytus (Beyront), and about the same distance 
to the N. of its great rival Tyre. It was situated 
behind a small promontory, and, like Tyre and 
Jaffa, owed its maritime existence and commercial 
prosperity to a ledge of rock lying off a short 
distance from the shore. In the case of Zidon, this 
reef, with its detached islets rounding the N. side 
of the promontory, presented half a mile of break- 
water, and afforded an excellent protection to its 
shipping. On the S. side of the promontory there 
was another harbour, more capacious, but les« 
sheltered. The section of Phoenician plain belong- 
ing to Zidon stretched from the river Taiuyias, 



Arab. Dam&r, half-way between Zidon and Berytus, 
down to Zarephath, 8 miles S. of Zidon. 

i. Early Ascendency. — Zidon is considered 
to have been the most ancient of the Phoenician 
cities. On her coins she claims to be the mother 
of Hippo, Citium, and Tyre, and the name of Zidon 
is mentioned in the Egyptian records as far back 
as B.C. 1500. It is referred to as a city in Gn 10 1 », 
and Josephus (Ant. I. x. 2) states that it received 
its name from the eldest son of Canaan (Gn 10"). 
According to another derivation it owed its name, 
like Bethsaida of Galilee, to the fishing carried on 
in its waters. This is in agreement with the 
allusion to Zidon in Anast. Pap. i. to the effect 
that the fish at Zidon were as numerous as grains 
of sand. Zidon appears to have taken the lead in 
the development of industrial exchange among 
both the civilized and barbarous nations bordering 
on the middle and eastern divisions of the Medi- 
terranean. In this way the vessels of Tyre on 
their longer and more perilous voyages still con- 
tinued to be spoken of as vessels of Zidonian 
commerce. When the Phoenician traffic in cloth, 
brass, slaves, etc., is referred to in the Homeric 
poems, it is to Zidon, not Tyre, that reference is 
made (//. vi. 290^ xviii. 743 ; Od. iv. 618, xiv. 272- 
285, xvL 117, 402, 404). Vergil (A?n. i. 446) in the 
sam e way calls Dido Zidonian, though he mentions 
Tyrian colonists, and gives his hero a Tyrian steers- 
man, Palinurus. It may have been iu this sense, 
as referring to the general protectorate of Zidon, 
that it is spoken of in Gn 49" as reaching down to 
the border of Zebulun. This earlypre-eniinence of 
Zidon continued from the time of Egyptian decline 
after Ramses H. down to the unsuccessful conflict 
with the Philistines (B.C. 1252), provoked by the 
seizure of DAr as a dyeing station. For an account 
of the colonial expansion of the Phoenicians see 
art. PH(ENICIA. 

ii. Political History.— The public fortunes of 
Zidon were closely connected with those of Aryad 
and Tyre. These and the other Phoenician cities, 
although constantly attacked by one or other of 
their powerful military neighbours, seldom united 
under any leadership for the welfare of all. The 
town of Tripoli is said to have been occupied by 
residents originally belonging to three separate 
Phoenician towns, and to have been named from their 
three permanently separate quarters. They some- 
times, however, combined against one of their own 
cities, as when Alexander sailed down upon devoted 
Tyre with a fleet of over 200 vessels, chiefly Phoe- 
nician, collected from the ports of Zidon, Cyprus, 
and Rhodes. One reason for such independence 
was that each town was nominally nnder the pro- 
tection of its own deity, who, as his name, Ba'al- 
Zidon, ' Lord of Zidon, or Melkarth, 4 King of the 
city,' implied, was expected to defend its rights 
and promote its fortunes. In the case of Tyre 
and Zidon, commercial jealousy also had an im- 
portant influence. 

(1) Zidon tinder Assyria. — Zidon came into 
relationship with Assyria by acknowledging the 
suzerainty of Ashur-bani-pal in B.c. 877. This 
position of nominal dependence, with permission 
to trade with Assyria, soon changed into a more 
exacting tributary relationship under Shalma- 
neser II. and Tiglath - pileser, and led to open 
rebellion in the reign of Shalmaneser IV. (B.C. 727), 
and to the complete subjugation of the country 
by Sennacherib in B.C. 701. About B.c. 676 Esar. 
haddon conquered Zidon, and, after beheading its 
king, 'Abd-Melkartl'i, demolishing the citadel and 
palace, and killing most of the inhabitants, trans- 
ported the remainder of the imputation to Assyria, 
and called the town "Ir-Esarhaddon ('city of Esar- 
haddon '). 

(2) Zidon under Babylon. —The authority of 
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Assyria came to an end with the Scythian invasion 
(B.C. 630-610) and the attack of the Medes in the 
year 606. The interval of respite gave the Phoe- 
nicians an opportunity of consulting for their own 
better protection against Babylon and Egypt, and 
at this time Zidon and the other cities agreed to 
follow the leadership of Tyre (Ezk 27 8 ). The 
alliance seems to have extended beyond the coast 
towns to Edom, Moab, and Amnion ; and Jeremiah 
was instructed to give the Lord's message to the 
deputation sent to Jerusalem (Jer 27 s ). When 
Pharaoh • neco marched out of Egypt to invade 
Mesopotamia in B.C. 608, king Josiah of Jerusalem, 
in fidelity to the cause of Babylon, endeavoured 
to arrest nim, and lost his life in doing so. Soon 
after, when in 605, at the great battle of Car- 
chemish, Nebuchadnezzar defeated Neco, Phoenicia 
was overrun and laid waste by the savage soldiery 
of Babylon. So cruel was their treatment of the 
conquered cities that the yoke of Egypt seemed 
light in comparison, and in 598 they all rebelled, 
including Judaea. Another invasion followed, with 
itB attendant sufferings. Jndasa hastened to sub- 
mit (2K24 1 - 18 , 2 Ch 36*), but Tyre justified the 
hegemony committed to her by enduring a long 
siege, submitting to Nebuchadnezzar in 585. By 
this humbling of Tyre (Ezk 28), Zidon was brought 
once more to the front, and maintained her position 
as chief of the cities till the overthrow of the Bab. 
kingdom by the Persians under Cyrus in 538. 

(3) Zidon under Persia, Greece, and Rome. — A 
period of rest was enjoyed during the reign of 
Cyrus (B.C. 540-529). Afterwards the Phoenician 
cities were required to pay a light annual tax, and 
on demand to supply transport ships and war vessels 
to the king of Persia. They were allowed to have 
their own Kings and administration, and their con- 
dition was much better than it had been under the 
Assyrians and Babylonians. In B.C. 351, as the 
power of Persia began to wane, Zidon took the lead 
in organizing a Phoenician revolt against Arta- 
xerxes Ochus, king of Persia. In the punitive in- 
vasion that followed, Zidon was captured and 
reduced to ashes, as many as 40,000 perishing in 
the flames (Diod. Siculus, xvi. 40-44). 

After the battle of Issus (B.C. 333), Zidon, with 
the other cities of Phoenicia, except Tyre, surren- 
dered to Alexander, and Zidon contributed a large 
contingent of vessels to assist Alexander in his 
attack on the insular fortress. During the con- 
fusion that followed the death of Alexander, 
Zidon was at different times under Egyptian and 
Seleucid rule until, in A.D. 198, it passed to the 
latter, and became rapidly Hellenized. A school 
of Philosophy sprang up at Zidon, to which was 
added the school of Law and Jurisprudence trans- 
ferred from Berytus after the earthquake there in 
A.D. 551. U nder the Romans Zidon enjoyed, along 
with Tyre, the rights of a free "city, having its own 
magistrates and municipal government. During 
the 12th and 13th cents, it was frequently taken 
and retaken by the Crusaders and the Saracens. 

The modern Arabic town of 10,000 inhabitants 
lies along the shore of the N. harbour, with its 
ancient wall, crowded houses, narrow streets, and 
shaded bazaars. The gardens adjoining the town 
are irrigated from the river Awaly (Bostrenus), 
which enters the sea two miles N. of Zidon. These 
gardens are covered with fruit-trees, chiefly orange, 
and in early spring, when the dark foliage is varie- 
gated with fragrant blossom and golden fruit, and 
the banks of the water channels are beautiful with 
violets, Zidon may still claim the epithet of the 
Greek poet Dionysius, who called her avOtubeooa, 
•the flowery city.' In these gardens pillars and 
blocks of carved stone and ancient coins are con- 
tinually being found. In 1855 the tomb of king 
Eshniunazar, probably of the 3rd cent. B.C., was 



discovered. A few years ago a much larger and 
more important discovery was made of a sub- 
terranean burial chamber, with side-rooms contain- 
ing ornamental sarcophagi, one of which was at 
first pronounced that of Alexander the Great. 

iii. Bible Allusions. — Except during the time 
of friendly contact produced by the building of the 
temple (1 Ch 22*), and its restoration in the time 
of Ezra (Ezr 3 7 ), the general tone of reference to 
Zidon is that of hostility. 4 Great Zidon ' was on 
the border of the portion assigned to Asher (Jos 
19 38 ), but the Zidonians remained unconquered, 
and proved a source of danger and temptation to 
Israel (Jos 13 8 , Jg l 31 3 s 10 8 ). They are mentioned 
with Amalek and Midian as having aggressively 
oppressed Israel (Jg 10", where perhaps Phoenicians 
in general are meant). The marriage of Ahab with 
the Zidonian Jezebel is denounced as a sin surpass- 
ing that of Jeroboam (1 K 16 31 ). The Zidonians 
are held up to abhorrence as having sought to 
make merchandise of captured Israelites, and of 
using the sacred vessels of the Lord at their 
heathen shrines J Jl 3"). Zidon, with the other 
world powers, is" to drink the cup of the Lord's 
fury (Jer 25^), and it is seen lying cast away and 
forgotten along with its companions in oppression, 
Assnur, Elam, and Egypt (Ezk 32 s0 ). Zidonians 
were among the multitudes who went forth to hear 
Christ (Mk 3 8 ), and the sin of Tyre and Zidon is 
made to compare favourably with that of the 
impervious cities of Galilee (Mt Lk lO*"). 

The Syro- Phoenician woman whose daughter was 
healed came from the coasts of Tyre and Zidon 
(Mt 15 a -», Mk 7**-»), and Jesus, after this miracle, 
passed through Zidon (Mk 7 s1 )- Zidon again 
appears with Tyre in the conciliatory interview 
with Herod in A.D. 44 (Ac 12 20 ), and, finally, was 
visited by St. Paul on his voyage to Rome (Ac 27*). 

Zidonians (o'jVr*, or, more commonly, o*jt*; 
Zt&frux, *o/vik«). — From originally meaning the 
inhabitants of the city of Zidon (1 K ll 8 - 8 ", 2 K 23 ,s ) 
the name came to be applied generally to all the 
cities of the same race, oeing tnus = Phoenician. 

Literature.— Kenrick, Phtr.nicia ; Rawlinaon, Ilitt. of Phoe- 
nicia ; Thomson, Land and the Book. 

G. M. Mackie. 
ZIHA (ki?«*, in Neh 7** ten?).— The name of a 
family of Nethinim, Ezr 2 a (B 2oi>0id, A 2ouad, 
Luc. 2oi>««a<J) = Neh 7 48 (BK Zyi, A™ Ofod, Luc. 
Sot/Xai), Neh 11 s ' (BS # A om., 2td\). 

ZIKLAG (j^P¥, in 1 Ch 12'- 20 ; B 2«eXd* 
except Jos 19 8 1 S 27 8w * ZcxeXdff, 1 Ch 4 s0 'O/cXd, 
12 1 2«/cXd, v. 40 2wy\dn ; A 2««eXd7 except Jos 19 M 
2<*<Xd).— A Judahite (Jos 15 s1 ) or Simeonite (19 8 , 
1 Ch 4*') town, which, in the time of Saul, was in 
Philistine hands and was assigned to David as his 
headquarters by Achish (1 S 27", 2 8 l 1 4 10 , 1 Ch 
12 1 - '"). It was plundered by the Amalekites dur- 
ing the absence of David, who, however, overtook 
and defeated the marauders ( 1 S 80***) ; see art. 
David, vol. i. p. 560. It is mentioned as inhabited 
by Jndahites after the Captivity, Neh ll 28 . 

The site of Ziklag has not been identified with 
certainty. The most probable of the sites pro- 
posed appears to be the ruin Zuhcilika, discovered 
by Cornier and Kitchener in 1877, lying E.S.E. 
from Gaza. This ruin occupies three low hills, and 
is at a distance of about 4 miles N. of Wadyes- 
Sherfa (prob. the Bewor of 1 S 30 9 - w - *). This 
identification is favoured by Miililan (in Riehm's 
HWB 1 1866 b ), Buhl (GAP 185), Dillm. (Jos. 527, 
where other less probable suggestions are men- 
tioned), et al. J. A. Selbie. 

ZILLAH (»V», 2eXXd).- One of Lamech's tw« 
wives, Gn 4' 8 - »■ ». See Adah, No. L 
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ZILLETHAI Cth).— 1. The nnme of a Benjamite 
family, 1 Ch 8" (B SaMu, A ZaXei, Luc. ZcXaM). 
2. A Manassite who joined David at Ziklag, 

1 Ch 12* (BX 2tna0€i, A Va\a0i, Luc. Zi\&0a). 

ZILPAH (af^?).— A slave-girl given to Leah by 
Laban, Gn 29" (P), and by her to Jacob as a 
concubine, 30* (J) ; the mother of Gad and Asher, 
vv." " (J), 35* 37 J 46 18 (all P). The LXX (A) has 
ZeX^d throughout. 

ZIMMAH (t?i).— The name of a family of Ger- 
shonite Levites, 1 Ch 6" i*> (B and Luc Ze/t/id, 
A Zanni) v. 4 **") (B Za.nn6.n, A Zaftua, Luc. Zt^iiA), 

2 Ch 29 ,J (BA Z<mm*0, Luc. Ze/tM<i). 

Z1MRAN (nP').— A son of Abraham and Ketu- 
rah, Gn 25» (A*E Ze/Spd*, A* Ztp.ppd», Z>" Zonpp&w) 
= 1 Ch I" (B Ztfippdf, A Z^pd*). The ethnologi- 
cal signification of the word is doubtful. Pos- 
sibly Knobel is right in connecting it with the 
Zapp&poi Ptolemy (vi. vii. 5), W. of Mecca, on 
the lied Sea. We may perhaps compare also 
the ZlMRI of Jer SJo 3 The name is derived from 
ijj, ' mountain-sheep or -goat,' this animal having 
doubtless been the totem of the clan. 

ZIMRI (n$i 'mountain-sheep* [see Gray, HPN 
p. 97, note 2] ; BK Za/tfiptt, AF ZapBpl ; in 1 Ch 8" 
A Zap.pl ; Vulg. Zambn, but in Citron. Zamri). — 
1. A prince of the tribe of Simeon, son of Salu 
(Nu 25 8 1 * [PJ, 1 Mac 2*). While the congregation 
of Israel in general were expressing repentance for 
having joined in the impure worship of Baal-peor, 
Zimri shamelessly and ostentatiously continued in 
it. This outrage fired the zeal of Phinehas, who 
followed him and his partner into the alcove (n») 
and slew them both. 2. Son of Zerah, and grand- 
father or ancestor of Achan (1 Ch 2*, which also 
represents him as brother of the four sages who 
are mentioned in 1 K 4 31 ). He is called Zabdi in 
Jos V. 3. A Benjamite, lineal descendant of Saul 
(1 Ch 8" 9"). 4, King of Israel (1 K 16"-»). He 
had been captain of half the chariots under Elah, 
and made use of his position to conspire against 
his master, whom he assassinated while the latter 
was drunk. Even amongst the series of deeds of 
violence that ushered in the constant changes of 
dynasty in the Northern Kingdom this act of 
Zimri seemed peculiarly atrocious. 'Is it peace, 
thou Zimri, thy master's murderer ?' was the bitter 
taunt thing down by Jezebel at Jehu as he entered 
the gate of Jezreel (2 K 9 s '). And in the formula 
which closes the narrative of the reign the his- 
torian specially notes 'the treason that he wrought' 
( v.* ). Zimri's coup dttat apparently had no general 
support, the people following either Omri or Tibni, 
and his brief reign of seven days only enabled him 
to accomplish the extirpation of the family of 
Baaslia, which had been predicted by Jehu the son 
of Hanani (v. s ). The distance between Gibbethon 
and Tirzah leads us to infer that Omri must have 
marched at once on the capital, and that he met 
with scarcely any resistance. Zimri perished in 
the ashes of the royal palace to which he had 
himself set fire. 5. 'All the kings of Zimri' are 
mentioned in the same verse, Jer 25" (Gr. 32 11 ) 
with those of Elam and the Medea as amongst 
those who were to drink the cup of the fury of 
the Lord. There is considerable doubt as to 
what place is meant, or even as to the genuine- 
ness of the phrase. It is omitted in LXX (BMA), 
but Aquila seems to have read it. Delitzsch 
thinks that a place called Namri in the inscrip- 
tions of Shalmaneser II., and situated in north- 
west Babylonia, is referred to ; but Schrader (COT 
ii. 107) discredits thia opinion, without suggesting 
any rival theory. N. J. D. White. 



ZION - 



ZIM (p ; 2</r, TUv ; Sin), Nu 13»20» 27" 33* 34»-«, 
Dt 32", Jos 15 1 -*.— A region passed through by 
the Israelites in their journeyings. The most 
exact indication of its position is given in Nu 34 
and Jos 15. These passages (in which the boundary 
of Judah is traced in almost identical terms) refer 
to 'the wilderness of Zin' in v. 1 of both, and 
further describe the boundary thua : * . . . and pass 
on to Zin ' (Nu v.* ...'[.. . and passed along to 
Zin (Jos v.") . . .] ... to Kadesh -barnea'). The 
Hebrew is identical in both passages rqy 13<1, but 
the nun is without dagcsh in Numbers. 

These are the only places where the word Zin 
occurs by itself, and it seems to denote a place or 
limited area from which the region round about 
was named ' the wilderness * of Zin,' the expression 
which occurs in all the remaining passages cited 
above. 

In Nu 13 s1 ' the wilderness of Zin ' is named as 
the southern limit from which the spies began to 
search the land. In Nu 33 M it is given as one of 
the stations in the journeyings. The brief note, 
* the same is Kadesh,' serves to explain the follow- 
ing verse (' And they journeyed from Kadesh'. . .). 
Nu 20 1 records the arrival of the children of 
Israel ' in the wilderness of Zin ' in the first month 
[the year is not stated], and the following vv. , - u 
relate the events which took place at Meribah. 
The remaining two passages, Nu 27 and Dt 32, 
which are duplicates, refer to the punishment of 
Moses for his offence at 'the waters of Meribah of 
Kadeah in the wilderness of Zin.' 

Hence it mav be inferred (a) that the Wilderness 
of Zin formed part of the southern boundary of 
Judah at its eastern end towards the Dead Sea; 
(6) that Kadesh was included within its limits. A 
reference to art. Paran leads to the further con- 
clusion that the wilderness of Paran must have 
been adjacent to that -of-Zin, so that Kadesh was 
regarded as in either territory. 

The LXX Mid Vulg. render both Sin and Zin by Zn'», S»; 
but in Nu S4«, Joe 159 tho LXX B renders r?» by 'E»»«; AF 
2u'rMt* in Numbers, A Zini in Joshua. Vulg. has Srtma in 
Numbers, Sina in Joshua. The close similarity between the 
events recorded in Ex 17 and Nu 20 (noticed in art. afuiun), 
and other points of resemblance between occurrences before tad 
after Sinai, suggest a further question whether Sin and Zin, the 
Sin of the pre-Sinai and the Zin of the post-Sinai narrative, 
may be variations developed in the course of tradition. Both 
names are found only in the Hexateuch, and there is no 
geographical indication of later times to guide us. The hypo- 
thesis does not appear improbable, but the narrative in its 
present form indicates two regions bearing different names. 
On the supposition of a Sinai to the E. of the Arabab, these 
two 1 wildernesses ' would be much closer together than on the 
traditional hypothesis. A. T. CHAPMAN. 

ZINA.— See ZiZA. 

ZION (jvx ; B 2«wr, but in Am 1* and in 28 

places in the Psalms ; A Sub*, but in Is l 8 2*, Jer 26", 
La 2 4 , Jl 2'- 18 , and in 6 places in the Psalms Setwr, 
and in Ca 3 U , Is 31 9 , Jer 8 19 2«i ; in Ca 3" B omite. 
In Apoc. and NT Sufir, Sion, where the AV, 
following the Greek, has Sion, the RV Zion).— 
The stronghold (■"1-1x9) °* ?>on w »s the castle, or 
acropolis, of the ' city of the Jebusites' (Jg 19"); 
see art. Jehus. Its position must have been one 
of great natural strength, for it was regarded by 
its garrison and its inhabitants as impregnable, 
and when David laid Biege to it ho was received 
with taunts and jeers (2 S 5 8 - 8 , 1 Ch ll 8 ; cf. Jos. 
AntrXU. iii. 1). 'Nevertheless, David took the 
stronghold of Zion, the same is the city of David 
. . . and David dwelt in the stronghold and called 
it the city of David. And he built round about 
from Millo and inward' (2 S 5 7 », 1 Ch ll 8 " 8 ). In 
two other passages (1 K 8 1 , 2 Ch 5 s ) Zion is directly 
identified with the citv of David by the expression 
' the city of David which is Zion.' Within the 
* For the meaning of ' wilderness ' see art. J sail in ax. 
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city walls David built a palace (2 S 5", Neh 12* 7 ), 
round which were gathered the houses of his 
warriors (2 S 1 l*) ; and pitched a tent for the ark 
of Jahweh (2 S 6"-", 1 Ch 15* 16 1 ). Before his 
death, David purchased the threshing-floor of 
Araunah the Jebusite, upon which was erected, 
afterwards, the altar of the temple (2 S 24 w - aB , 
ICh 21" , • ,8 ); and when he died he was buried in 
the city of David (1 K 2'°, Neh 3"). 

The exact position of the stronghold within the 
later Jerusalem is one of the most important of 
the disputed points connected with the topography 
of the Holy City. In the article Jerusalem it is 
shown that the ancient city stood on two spurs, or 
hills, separated from each other by a deep ravine. 
The western and higher spur is identified by Chris- 
tian tradition with Zion ; on the eastern and lower 
the temple was built. The western spur is broad- 
backed, and, so far as its original form is known, 
there is no broken ground or conspicuous feature 
upon it that would naturally be selected as the 
site of a castle such as those usually erected for 
the protection of an ancient hill-town. Moreover, 
there is no spring ; and when, at a later date, the 
spur was covered with houses, this deficiency had 
to be met by the construction of reservoirs and 
aqueducts. The earliest settlement at Jerusalem 
cannot therefore be placed on the western spur. 
The eastern spur, on the other hand, is, for the most 
part, a narrow ridge of rock, upon which there are 
good natural positions for the construction of a 
hill-fort or castle. One such position is that which 
was occupied by the Macedonian Akra and the 
Herodian Antonia ; another is the point, south of 
the present Haram esh-Sherif, at which the Tyro- 
pceon ravine most closely approaches the valley of 
the Kidron. In that valley, at the foot of the 
eastern slope of the spur, rises the only true spring 
at or near Jerusalem— Gihon, now the Fountain 
of the Virgin. 

The evolution of Jerusalem cannot have differed 
greatly from that of other ancient cities. The 
earliest settlement would naturally have been on 
the eastern spur, and it probably consisted of a 
village on the slopes above the spring, with a small 
fort on higher ground to which the people could 
fly on the approach of an enemy. 

By about B.c. 1400 Jerusalem had become, 
according to the Tel el-Amarna letters, the forti- 
fied capital of a small district ; and such it appears 
to have been when the Hebrews entered Palestine. 
The natural disadvantages of its position for 
trade, and the scarcity of fertile land in its vicinity, 
were against rapid growth ; and there is no reason 
to suppose that, when taken by David, it was 
larger than other hill-towns in Palestine, or that 
it had spread beyond the limits of the eastern 
spur. The topographical argument in favour of 
placing the stronghold of Zion on this spur rather 
than on the western, is supported by the historical 
notices. 

The temple area, which is now enclosed by the 
walls of the Haram esh-Sherif, was above the city 
of David, and was not regarded as forming part of 
it (1 K 8 K *,* 2 Ch 5*- s ; cf . 2 S 24 18 ). And the state- 
ments of Nehemiah (3 ,s * 18 12 s7 , cf. 2 M ), which place 
the stairs of the city of David, the palace of David, 
and his tomb between the pool of Shelah (Silo am) 
and the temple, absolutely exclude the western 
spur as a possible site for the city of David. With 
this, too, agree the identification by Micah (4 8 ) of 
the 1 tower of the flock ' with ' the Ophel of the 
daughter of Zion ' ; the references in Ezekiel (43 7 - 8 ) 

• Notice here * bring: uj : so regularly in OT people go up 
from the palace to the 'temple (Jer 26'°), and down in the 
opposite direction (2 K 11", Jer 221 30»2). If, however, the 
palace had been on the western spur (2520-50 ft.), the temple 
(2440 ft) would have been below it 



to the proximity of the royal palace and sepulchres 
to the temple ; and the apparent connexion of Zion 
and the temple in Ps 78 1 *- • and Jer 50 a . Perhaps 
also there may be an allusion to the relative posi- 
tions of Zion and the temple in Ps 48 s 'Mount 
Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the 
great King.' Throughout the OT there are pas- 
sages which have no meaning, if Zion and the 
temple hill were two separate topographical 
features. Zion is the holy hill or mountain (Ps 
2", Jl 2 1 ), the chosen habitation of Jahweh (Ps 9 U 
74» 76 s 84 7 132"» Is 8' 8 60", Jer 8'», Jl 3"-« Zee 
8 8 ). There He manifests Himself (Ps 14 7 20* 53 8 
128 5 134 3 , Am I s ) ; and there He must be wor- 
shipped and praised (Ps 65 K \ Jer 31", Jl 2 1 -"). 
Hence Mount Zion, the intangible mount, the city 
of the living God, is employed in the NT as the 
type of heaven ( He 12 18 - Kev 14 1 ). At the same 
time the name Zion is given, in some instances, 
to the whole city (Ps 126 1 146 10 , Is 1" 10 3 *, La I* ; 
cf. the common expression ' daughters of Zion ') ; 
and in others it is mentioned as if it were a 
separate quarter of Jerusalem (2 K 19 s1 , Ps 51 18 , 
Is 30» 64 w , Jer 26" Jl 3 18 , Am l 2 , Mic 3" Zee 1" ; 
cf. the distinction between Jerusalem and the 
quarter in which the kings were buried in 2 Ch 
28"). 

In 1 Maccabees, written c. B.C. 100 by some one 
who was well acquainted with the localities, Zion 
is identified with the temple hill (4 37 - 38 5 M 7** etc.), 
and so it is in 1 Es 8 81 , 2 Es 5*", Sir 24 10 , and Jth 9". 
Josephus, who does not mention Zion, says (Ant. 
VII. lii. 1) that David took the lower city and the 
Akra (both of which he elsewhere places oh the 
eastern spur), and (iii. 2) that, after driving the 
Jebusites out of the Akra, David rebuilt Jerusalem, 
called it the city of David, and dwelt in it.* The 
Rabbis, t without exception, place the temple on 
Zion, and Origen distinctly states (in Joan. 4 19, ") 
that the Jews did so in his day. Eusebius (in la. 
22 1 ) and Jerome apparently [in la. 1 M 22') take the 
same view ; but elsewhere they identify Zion with 
the western spur, and in this agree with the Bor- 
deaux Pilgrim (It in. Hieroa.). From the 4th cent, 
onwards Zion is always identified with the south 
part of the western spur. This identification first 
appears after the official recovery of Golgotha, and 
it possibly owes itf origin to the feeling that, with- 
out a Zion, the ' New Jerusalem ' of Constantino 
would be incomplete and inferior in sanctity to the 
'Old Jerusalem' with its temple on the lower 
ground to the east. 

The identification of Zion with the eastern spur 
satisfies the topographical conditions and the his- 
torical evidence until the 4th cent. a.d. But the 
spur is now so completely covered with deep rubbish 
that its original torm is unknown, and the exact 

Eosition of the stronghold can be determined only 
y extensive excavations. The fort was probably 
small, for its builders could have had in view only 
the protection of the spring and the little town on 
the slopes above it. Lightfoot (Op. i. 553, ii. 187), 
Fergusson (Essay on the ancient tupog. of Jem*, p. 
55 ff., 1847), and a few other writers, place Zion 
immediately north of the temple ; but, if the words 
of 1 K 8'-* (cf. 2 S 24 18 - 19 ) are to be taken literally, 
it must have been to the south of the Holy Place 
of the Jews. In this direction, on a site so situated 
as to command the spring, it has been placed by 
Birch (PEFSt. 1878, pp. 129, 178), Stade (GVI l. 

* Joeephus adds (iii. 2) that David took possession of the 
Upper City, which he called (BJ v. iv. 1) the fortress (fytupur), 
ana Joined the Akra to it This possibly refers to the first 
enclosure of the western spur, which David may well have 
undertaken towards the close of his reign, when the develop- 
ment of trade had greatly enriched the kingdom. 

t Some of the copper coins struck during the war of 
Vespasian and the rebellion in Hadrian's reign bear the 
legends Lig'vMath Zion, ' Deliverance of Zion,' and Chtruth 
Z., ' Emancipation of Zion.' See art Money, vol. iii. p. 43i. 
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315 f.), Robertson Smith (art. 'Jerusalem' in 
Encyc. Brit.* 1881), Sayce (PEFSt, 1883), von 
Alten (ZDPV ii. 18tt'., iii. 116ff.), Klaiber (ZDPV 
iii. 189 ff. , iv. 18 ft'.), Guthe {ZDPV v. 271 ft*., 1883), 
G. A. Smith (in Encyc. Bibl. 2418), and the ma- 
jority of recent authorities. Guthe (I.e.) believed 
that his excavations proved the existence of a wide, 
deep ditch or hollow, cut through the hill, in a N. W. 
direction, from the Virgin's Fount to the Tyropoeon 
Valley. But his excavations were not complete, 
and the view that he found the ditch of the strong- 
hold must be accepted with reserve. 

The identification of Zion with the western spur 
is accepted by Iteland, Robinson, Ritter, Williams, 
de Vogue, Stanley, Conder, and others ; but, as will 
have been seen, it is exceedingly difficult to recon- 
cile with the statements of the OT. 

The following view may be suggested. When 
David took Jerusalem it was a hill-town on the 
south part of the eastern spur, with a small castle 
or acropolis, called Zion, situated at a convenient 
spot to the south of the present ^laram esh-Sherif. 
After David's capture of the city he at once com- 
menced to rebuild and strengthen its fortifications, 
especially those of the stronghold and Millo.* 
Towards the end of his reign, when a period of 
great prosperity had set in, he commenced the 
enclosure of the western spur ; and his work on 
both spurs was continued by Solomon (1 K9 u,S4 t 
ll 27 ), IJezekiah (2Ch 32 s ; cf. Is 22»), and Manasseh, 
who ' built an outer wall to the city of David, on 
the west side of Gihon in the valley ' t (2 Ch 33"). 
The stronghold of Zion became the city of David, 
and this name was'soon extended to the town at 
the south end of the spur. When the town spread 
northward, Zion was connected with the central 
part of the spur, on which lay the royal buildings 
and, adjoining them on the north, at the top of the 
hill, the temple area ; and so it became a sacred 
name for the spot upon which the temple, the 
dwelling-place of Jahweh, stood. Afterwards, the 
name was frequently applied by prophets and poets 
to the temple enclosure, to the eastern spur, and to 
the holy city of Jerusalem. 

In the time of Hadrian there was, according to 
Epiphanius (de Mens, et Pond, xv.), a small church 
on the western spur, which marked the site of the 
house — that of the mother of Mark — at which the 
apostles met after the Ascension. This church, 
apparently the same as that called by Cyril of 
Jerusalem the ' Church of the Apostles,' became 
in later years the basilica of holy Zion, or the 
' Mother Church ' on Zion. This tradition now 
attaches to the church" of the Syrian monastery, 
which claims to be the oldest ecclesiastical estab- 
lishment at Jerusalem. There was also a Church 
of St. Peter, or ' House of Caiaphas,' Avhich is 
mentioned in the 5th cent, as being distinct from 
that of Zion (Brev. ; Theodosius, De loc. sanct. ; 
see discussion in Antoninus Martyr, A pp. ii. P. P. 
Text Series, vol. ii.). C. W. WILSON. 

ZIOR (i]>"$). — A town in the hill-country of 
Judah, Jos 15 M (B 2u>pd, A Z«4/>). It is prob. to 
be identified with the modern village Sdir, about 
6 miles N.N.E. of Hebron. A pretended grave of 
Esau is shown at the place, the origin of this 
tradition being probably the similarity of the 
names 5a tr and Se'ir (see Muhlau in Riehm's 
HWB* 1871*; Guerin, Judtt, iii. 150 f. ; PEF 
Mem. iii. 309, 379 ; Buhl, GAP 158). The Zior of 
Jos 15 M can have nothing to do with the ZuAp 
(Sior) of Eusebius and Jerome (OS* 293, 19, 20 ; 

• See art. MiLU>, and of Stode, OVI i. 343. 

t [This passage shows that the palace was higher than, and 
therefore to the north of, the 'city of David.'- Ed.). 

} This wall was built apparently to give more efficient pro- 
tection to the passage leading to the Virgin's Fount, which was 
discovered by Sir C. Warren. 



151, 1-3), which is described as between /Elia 
(Jerusalem) and Eleutheropolis (Beit Jibrin). 

ZIPH (n). — 1. A son of Jehallelel, 1 Ch 4'« 
(B 'Amaxtl, A Zt<fxd, Luc. ZUp). 2. A city of 
Southern Judah, Jos 15 M (B om., A 'Idva£Uf> [com- 
bining Ziph and the preceding Ithnari], Luc ZeUp). 
Its site has not been recovered. 3. A city in the 
hill-country of Judah, Jos 15 M (B 'OftlB, A and 
Luc. Zl<p), of. 1 Ch 2« (Zety) ; fortified by Reho- 
boam, 2 Ch 11* (B Zei/9, A ZtUp, Luc. ZUf). The 
wilderness of Ziph («j*! ">3"J?) was one of the refuges 
of David (see vol. l. p. 564 b ) when fleeing from 
Saul, IS 23»-" M 26* w. The gentilic name 
Ziphites (□'5! and c-jri ; LXX ZfeU^cubt) occurs 
in 1 S 23>»- » (uutonw 26 1 , Ps 54 uu ». Ziph is the 
modem Tell Zif, S.E. of Hebron (Robinson, BRP* 
i. 492, 498; Guerin, JwUe, iii. 159 ff.; G. A. 
Smith, UGHL 306 n.; Buhl, GAP 163). Jerome 
(OS* 159, 14) misstates its distance from Hebron 
as 8 M.P., whereas it is under 5 (Roman) miles 
(Robinson). 

ZIPHAH («¥'!).— A son of Jerahmeel, 1 Ch 4 l « 
(B Za<pd, A Zeu^d, Luc. Zi<pd). 



ZIPHIOM. 

SlDRAIM. 



See Zaphon. ZIPHROK. — See 



ZIPPOR (-ftw, twice [Nu 22" 23 18 J -is*). -Father 
of Balak king of Moab, Nu 22* «•»•" 23 18 , Jos 
24», Jg ll 38 (all 2*r0t&/>). The name, which doubt- 
less in this case and in that of Zipporah has a 
totemistic significance, means * sparrow.' 

ZIPPORAH (.t£¥ ; Snr^ipa). — One of the 
daughters of the priest of Midian, Ex 2* 1 - a (J), 
wife of Moses and mother of Gershom. According 
to 18* (E) she had another son.* For the part 
played by her in connexion with the circumcision 
of Gershom, 4 Mff - (J), see art. Circumcision, vol. 
i. p. 443*. Zipporah, who was a Midianitess, 
cannot of course be the 'Cushite woman' (see 
vol. iii. p. 442 b notet) of Nu 12'. On the name 
Zipporah see preceding article. 

ZIY.— See art. Timk, p. 765*. 

ZIZ.— The ascent (AV wrongly ' cliff') of Zi? (nfc.Q 
pert ; B A v dcd/Wt? ' Aaae, Luc. . . . ' A<xta& ) is only 
once mentioned in the Bible (2 Ch 20 18 ), and is 
generally classed among unidentified sites. _ The 
context, however, leaves no doubt in the mind of 
the present writer as regards identification. It is 
the ascent to a cliff, rising above the plain of the 
Dead Sea near En-gedi on the edge of the table- 
land or wilderness of Judtea (see En-gedi). Conder 
says of this spot : ' On the south are the wolds of 
the Negeb plateau, with the plains of Beershel>a 
beyond. On the east is the "Solitude," with 
white peaks and cones of chalk, and deep and 
narrow watercourses, terminated by the great 
pointed cliff of Ziz, above Engedi, and by the 
precipices over the Dead Sea, 2000 ft. high' (Tent- 
Work in Palestine, p. 244). The gorge lying at its 
base oners one of the few ways of ascent from the 
western shore of the Dead Sea to the tableland of 
Judsea, and, on the occasion in connexion with 
which Zi? is mentioned, was selected by the hosts 
of Amnion, Moab, and Edom for a combined attack 
on the kingdom of Judah in the reign of Jehosha- 
phat. The attack, however, in answer to prayer, 
proved disastrous to the invaders (of. UGHL 272). 

E. Hull. 

ZIZA (kjm).— 1. A Simeonite chief who took part 
in the raid on Gedor, 1 Ch 4" (B and Luc om., 

* The 'son* ' of MT in Ex 4» is from the hand of a redactor. 
See art. Moara, vol. iii. p. 439» not* t. 
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A Zoufd). 2. A son of Rehoboani, 2Cb 11* (B 
Z«fd, A Zifd). 

ZIZAH (nj'j) .— A Gershonite Levite, 1 Ch 23". 
The name, prob. by a copyist's error, appears in 
v. 10 as Zina (*j*i). LXX has in both verses Zifd. 
One Heb. MS, cited by Kennicott, also reads nj'i 
in v. w . 

ZOAK (|Bi, Tim, Tanis. The Coptic Jani re- 
sembles the Hebrew and the Arabic Sdn, but a 
Christian Coptic MS, containing a list of bishops, 
bears witness to the Greek pronunciation with T. 
[Amelineau, Geographic de VEgypte, 1893, p. 413 f.]). 
— A city of Egypt which the LXX by thefr render- 
ing identify with the city known to the Greeks as 
Tanis. It is described by Greek writers as a 1 great 
city ' (Strabo, Meineke, c. 802 ; Stephanus Byzant. 
in nis list of cities), and the branch of the Nile on 
which it was situated was called from it the Tan- 
aitic mouth. The city declined in importance when 
the river which flowed by it ceased to be a main 
waterway ; and the surrounding country, which in 
ancient times was rich pasture ground, is now salt 
marsh and lake. An insignihcant collection of 
dwellings (known as San on the Muiz canal), 
chiefly inhabited by lishermen who ply their trade 
on the neighbouring lake Menzalen, marks the 
site of this once flourishing city. But widely 
scattered around are ruins which bear witness to 
its former greatness. From very early times it 
was a centre of worship, and successive dynasties 
enriched the city with costly buildings and obelisks 
which (such is the opinion of those who have ex- 
plored the site) equalled, perhaps in some respects 
surpassed, many of the temples which have Deen 
more fortunately preserved. 

The references to this city in Is. and Ezk. are in 
accord with the testimony of the monuments and 
of Greek writers. Isaiah (19 ,l,u 30 4 ) describes it 
as the abode of princes and counsellors, and Ezekiel 
(30") includes it in a list of the principal cities 
doomed to destruction. The note in Nu 13" that 
' Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in 
Egypt,' opens up a wide field of conjecture, but 
yields little by way of certain inference. Hebron 
was regarded as an ancient city, existing in the 
time of Abraham, and the note implies that Zoan 
also was an ancient city, built before the migration 
of the Hebrews into Egypt ; but whether anything 
more (such as community of origin) is suggested 
by the comparison is doubtful. The question of 
most interest to the biblical student in connexion 
with Zoan is : Was this city, already flourishing 
when Israel came into Egypt, in any way connected 
with their sojourn there? It is known that in 
Exodus the name Zoan does not occur. Barneses 
is mentioned (Ex 12 37 ) as the place from which the 
children of Israel set out on their journeyings. 
But in Ps 78, which recounts the wonders which 
God had wrought for Israel, ' the field of Zoan ' is 
twice mentioned (vv. 18 - 43 ) as the scene of the plagues. 
The Psalmist may have used this expression as a 
poetical parallelism to ' the land of Egypt,' iust as 
Isaiah places the ' princes of Zoan * in parallelism 
■with the * counsellors of Pharaoh,' and the only 
inference to be drawn from the passage is that the 
Psalmist knew Zoan as a very important city. It 
is possible that the use of Zoan may be due to a 
tradition not elsewhere preserved. Ebers (Durch 
Gosen zum Sinai, p. 498) gives an inscription in 
which the words * the field of Zoan ' occur. 

Brugsch asserts that Rambes II. transferred his 
court to Zoan, strengthened its fortifications and 
founded a new temple city ; that the place was 
called Pi Baraessu, the city of Ramses, and that 
the new Pharaoh who 'knew not Joseph' can be 
no other than Ramses II. (Egypt under the 



Pharaohs, ii, 94, 96, 99). These statements if 
accepted go far towards locating the children of 
Israel at the time of their departure. But Egypt- 
ologists do not agree in interpreting the mouu- 
mental evidence. In the articles PlTHOM and 
R ameses will be found the opinions of Naville 
and others who are not prepared to adopt 
Brngsch's identification. This at least may be 
said of the site now occupied by San, Its posi- 
tion on the Nile, in or near to what was the 
land of Goshen, its known antiquity and import- 
ance, mark it out as a residence of the Pharaohs 
and a probable dwelling-place of Israel in bondage. 

A. T. Chapman. 

ZOAR (IB*, nKis; LXX usually Zirywp, but Gn 13 w 
Zoyopa, Jer 48** Zoyop; Vulg. always Segor; Jos 
Zoapa and Zowp). — The name of one of the ' cities 
of the Plain ' (or Oval ; Heb. Kikkar : see PLAIN, 
4), near the Dead Sea, mentioned in Gn 13 10 14 a * 8 
(where its former name is said to have been Bela 
yV?)» 19* 1 (where its name is explained, by a popular 
etymology, as signifying ' littleness,' and it is said 
to have been spared, on account of its small ness, 
at the time when the other ' cities of the Kikkar ' 
were destroyed), vv. 83 * *>, Dt 34* (in Moses' view 
from Pisgah : ' and the Kikkdr, the plain [bile ah ; 
Plain, 8] of Jericho, as far as Zo'ar '), and as a 
city of Moab, Is 15 B , Jer 48« (read "prob. with LXX 
[avayytlXare eh Zoyopa], Ew., Graf, al. 'make aery 
to be heard unto %o'ar), v.**. 

These are all the biblical notices of Zo'ar. 
Though no place bearing the name is at present 
known, it is, however, mentioned repeatedly by 
post-bibl. writers, down to the Middle Ages, as 
an important place lying at the S. end of the 
Dead Sea. Jos. says that it was still called Zoup 
in his day {Ant. I. xi. 4), and states that the Dead 
Sea extended — as the context implies, from Jericho 
— for 580 stadia ' as far as Zoara [ntxP 1 Zoapuv] of 
Arabia' (BJ IV. viii. 4). Euseb. (Onom. 261) says 
that the Dead Sea lay between Jericho and Zoora ; 
and states (231, s.v. BoXa) that it had a Roman 
garrison, and that the balsam and the palm still 
grew there, testifying to the ancient fertility of 
the locality. Ptolemy (v. 17. 5) speaks of it as be- 
longing to Arabia Petrcea ; Steph. of Byz. calls it 
a Kwfiri pcya\i] 17 Qpovpiov ; in the ecclesiastical 
Notitice it is mentioned as an episcopal see in 
Paliestina Tertia, which was represented at the 
Council of Chalcedon, A.D. 451 (Reland, Palast. 
215, 217, 223, 226, 1065 ; cf. 230). Under the name 
Zughar (Zughar, Sughar, Sukar) it is often men- 
tioned by the mediaeval Arabic geographers (see 
Tuch, Genesis *, 280 f. ; or, more fully, Guy le 
Strange, Pal. under the Moslems, 1890, 286-9'2) as 
situated one degree S. of Jericho (Abul-feda), at 
the ' end of the Dead Sea,' in a hot and unhealthy 
valley, but nevertheless an important commercial 
centre, capital of the province of esh-Sherah or 
Edom (p. 39), a station on the great trade route 
between the Gulf of 'Akabah and Jericho, two 
days' journey from the latter place, and famous for 
its dates and indigo (cf. HGHL 506f.). # From its 
proximity to Zo'ar, the Dead Sea is often called by 
these writers the ' Lake of Zughar.' The Crusaders 
also mention 'Segor' (cf. the Vulg. above) as pleas- 
antly situated, with many palm trees, so that it 
was even called by them ' Villa Palmarum ' and 
'Palmer* (cf. Knob, on Gn IS*-* [fuller than 
Dillm.] ; Rob. BRP ii. 517-9). 

As regards the precise jxjsition of Zo'ar, it was 
argued by Robinson (I.e.) that the notices of Jos. 
and Eus., though they implied that Zo'ar was near 
the S. end of the Dead Sea, did not necessarily fix 
it at that end ; and that as Jerome (on Is 15 s ) says 

• Le Strange shows very clearly that Merrill (Eatt of Jord. 
233) is in error in savin* that the Arab, Keojrrapheni place 
ZuKbar at the N. end of the Sea. 
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that Luhith was between Areopolis and Zo'ar, the 
most natural site for it would be (see the maps) at 
el-Mezra'a, in the midst of a verdant stretch of 
woodland and pasture-ground behind the barren 

Sromontory el-Lisan, just where the Wady Kerak, 
owing down from above the old citadel of Kerak, 
fertilizes the soil on the £. side of the Dead Sea. * 
The same site was adopted by Tuch {I.e. 281 f . ). 
Wetzstein, however, in an important Excursus on 
Zo'ar at the end of Delitzsch's Genesis* (1872), p. 
664 11'., pointed out that it was not consistent with 
the data : the medieeval Zo'ar was one of the six 
stations on the usual caravan -route from Aila 
(Elath) by Hebron to Jerus. : it was two days' 
journey from Aila to Ghainr el-'Arabah, two more 
to Zo'ar, and two more to Hebron : el-Mezra'a, as 
a glance at the map will at once show, is entirely 
out of the line of this route (for Tuch was in error 
in supposing that it passed along the E. &ide of the 
Dead Sea and crossed the Jordan by Jericho : no 
road is possible along the E. eide of the Sea) ; nor 
would the steep and narrow W. Kerak be, as Tuch 
supposed, a practicable route for Baldwin's army to 
take when marching to the relief of Kerak, for a 
handful of men could have effectually barred its 
progress (cf. Tristram, Moab, 65, 67-9, esp. 68). 
Pulcherius, moreover, accompanied Baldwin on an 
expedition from Jerus. to Petra, passing Hebron 
and Zo'ar on the way ; but again, if Zo'ar was at 
el-Mezra'a, it would have taken them strangely 
out of their course. Accordingly Wetzstein sup- 
poses with great plausibility that Zo'ar lay near 
the S.E. corner of the Dead Sea, in the verdant 
and tropically-wooded oasis, some 6 miles long by 
1-3 broad (see Tristram's Map, and pp. 329 f., 
333 f., Moab, 46 f., 50-52; Rob. ii. 113; Grove in 
Smith, DD iii. 1182, § 26; Gautier, Autour de la 
Mer Morte, 1901, p. 52 f.), fertilized by the waters 
of the Wady el-A^sa (' the W. of the sand-wells'), 
flowing down from the S.E., and called now, from 
the high and smooth sandstone-range rising up 
behind it, the Ghor es-$afiyeh ('the Hollow or the 
Smooth (cliff)'). And an Arabic authority ( Dim- 
ash ki, c. 1300), ap. le Strange (p. 292), expressly 
places Zughar here. In the curious mosaic map 
of Pal., also, discovered in 1896 in a basilica at 
Medebah in Moab, and belonging probably to the 
5th or 6th cent. A.D., BAAAK [LXX for Beld] 
II KAI ZOOPA, with a palm-tree beside it, is placed 
clearly at the S.E. corner of the Dead Sea.t 

On the South of the Dead 8ea the character of the aoil is very 
different : there is here a large saline morass, et-Sebkha (above, 

6612* note *), some 6 miles broad and 10 long, bounded on the 
. half of its W. side by the cliffs of rock-salt called Jebel 
Utdum (vol. i. p. 675 b , iii. 152), consisting of fine mud brought 
down by the wadya on the S.W. and 8. and mingled with 
drainings of the Jebel Usdum : this is entirely destitute of 
vegetation, and only passable with danger and difficulty (see 
descriptions in Bob. li. 112 ; Tristram, Land of Itr. 326-9 ; 
Gautier, op. eit. 48-62). The Wady Ghurundel divides the 
Sebkha from the Ghor es-Saflyeh. 

At present there is nothing in the Gh6r es- 
Safiyen but a wretched village of reed huts, en- 
closed by a reed stockade, with camps round about, 
inhabited by Bedawis (Tristram, 330; Gautier, 53f., 
with views, 48, 56) ; and Wetzstein (p. 568 f.) thinks 
that, from the climate, there could never have been 
a much more substantial place here ; but he points 
to a castle which may well have been the site of 
the <f>povpiop mentioned in ancient times ; and per- 
haps the ancient Zo'ar stood in a higher and more 
healthy situation" than the actual floor of the 
Gh6r (cf. the two ruins to the S.E. a little way up 
the W. el-Absa [Tristram, Moab, 46-49]). 

* Tristram, Moab, 60, 6*. The map at the end of Tristram's 
Land of Israel shows very distinctly the different fertile spots 
on the shores of the Dead Sea. The elevations will be best 
learned from G. A. Smith's large Topogr. and Phyt. Map of Pal. 

t See Lagrange, La Motaique giogr. de Mddaba, in the lieu, 
BibL, April 1897, Hap (in which the East is at the top), and 
p. 173. 



The usually accepted site of both Zo'ar and of the other 
' cities of the Kikkar' has been at the a end of the Dead Ses; 
but it was argued by Mr. (afterwards Sir O.) Grove in Smith'* 
DB, «. v. ' Zoar,' that they were at the North end of the Sea ; and 
this view has been followed since by Tristram (L. of Itr. SM IX 
Conder (Tent-Work, 164, 207 L, 210), and other English writert 
(cf. above, arts. Gomorrah and SouomX The principal grounds 
upon which it is supported are (1) that in Gn W> Lot is said to 
have seen from near Bethel (v.») ' all the Kikkdr of Jordan,' and 
afterwards to have dwelt in the ' cities of the Kikkar,' whereas 
the 8. end of the Dead Sea is not visible from near Bethel, and 
a plain situated there would not naturally be called the 'Plain 
of Jordan'; (2) that the a end of the Dead Sea is not visible 
from Nebo, as it is implied in Dt 54* (quoted above) that %o'u 
was ; (3) that Gn 14?, which states that Chedorla'omer, coming 
up from the S., after smiting the Amalekites in Hazazon-tamar 
(= En-gedi, 2 Ch 20*), proceeded to the Vale of Siddim, implies 
that this vale, and consequently the cities of the Kikkar (which 
were near it), were at the N. end of the 8ea. It is true, the 
language of Gn 18">- "a. Ub does not teem to suggest that the 
narrator (J) pictured the part of the Kikkdr, to which Lot 
would naturally descend from Bethel, as separated from Sodom 
by the Dead Sea, with practically no passage along either shore : 
on the other hand, this conclusion is not necettary • the narra- 
tive may well be condensed, and Lot may not then and there 
have directly ' moved his tent as far as Sodom.' The evidence 
that the post-bibL Zo'ar was at the S. end of the Dead Sea 
clearly cannot be resisted : and in the case of what must 
anciently have been a well-known place, it seems scarcely 
likely that the Zo'ar of Joseph us was on a different site from 
the biblical Zo'ar. Further, as regards (IX Kikkdr does not 
mean ' Plain,' but ' Round,' and it may thus have been applied 
to the entire basin in which both the lower Jordan and the 
Dead Sea lay, the ' Kikkdr ot the Jordan ■ (Gn IS 1 * 1 K 7*) 
being in particular the part of it including the lower conne 
of the Jordan : in Gn 13">, also, it is not said that Lot eaw 
the exact part of the Kikkdr in which the cities were (for 'all* 
must be an exaggeration, even if the cities were at the X. end 
of the Dead Sea, since only a port of the plain there w discern- 
ible from near Bethel) ; (2) the view described in IKS4 l-J includes 
many points (as Dan) not actually visible from Nebo (Thomson, 
L. ana B. iii. 663), and v.* implies naturally that Zo'ar was at 
some distance off, not a place at the foot of Nebo (Tell Shaqhur, 
Cornier, Heth and Moab*, p. 164 f., 6 m. N.E. of the Dead Sea, 
in spite of the facts that Shaghur does not correspond phoneti- 
cally to Zo'ar, and that Tell Shaghur is not distinguishable from 
Ras giaghah, ib. p. 137) ; (3) the route from En-gedi to the N. 
end of the Dead Sea, whether inland (across a succession of 
steep wndls : Rob. i. 526-32) or along the coast fl>y wading or 
clambering round promontories : Rob. L 606 n.; Tristram, Land 
of Itr. 262, 274, 278, 284 f.), is much more impracticable for an 
army than that to its S. end : according to others also, Ijazaion- 
tamnr Is not En-gedi at all, but theTamarof Exk 47" 48*. a 
village on the road between Elath and Hebron (Own*. t\% 
perhaps^Rob. ii. 202) Kvrnub, 22 m. S.W. of the a end of the 

And, in fact, there are biblical data which, when 
considered carefully, appear to support the S. site. 
To say nothing of Dt 34* just referred to, it is 
observable that Zo'ar is always spoken of as a Moab- 
He town, and never claimed as an Israelite or (Jos 
IS 18 "* 1 ) Keubenite town, as it naturally would he 
if it lay at the N. end of the Sea ; Ezk. also (16*) 
describes Sodom as being on the * right ' (».«. the 
south) of Jerus. (Samaria being on its 'left,' or 
north), which shows that he did not picture it at 
the N. end of the sea (which is due E. of Jerusalem). 
The S. site is accepted by the great majority of 
recent authorities, as Knob., Del., Keil, Dillm. (on 
Gn 10 J0 ), Riehm, H\VB\ Socin, ZDPV, 1880, p. 81 ; 
Buhl, Geogr. 271 f.. 274 ; G. A Smith, Erpos., Dec 
1896, p. 413, HGIIL 678 (cf. 505-81; Clermont- 
Ganneau. PEFSt. 1886, p. 20 : Blanckenhorn, 
ZDPV, 1896, p. 54f. (who gives further particulars). 

On the singular sreiimpnt by which Hommel (.4 If 7" 195-8) 
seeks to show that Bola" (Gn 14* •>) is mentioned in A'*yr. nnder 
the name MalkA, Jlali/u, etc., we John* (in the Expositor. 
Ann., 18118, pp. 15e'-60),'who shows that it rests upon a seriwof 
misread In gs and misunderstaDdiugs. 

The site of Zo'ar carries with it the site of the 
other 'cities ot the Kikkdr,' which (Gn 19) may 
have formed a group by themselves, but cannot 
have been at any great distance from Zo'ar. Pro- 
vided, therefore, it may be assumed (see SlDDIM, 
Vale OF) that in Abraham's time what is now 
the shallow S. part of the Dead Sea was the ' Vale 
of Siddim,' and the morass es-Sebkha a fertile 
plain (like the present Gh6r es-Sanyeh), it may 
reasonably be supposed that the other four cities 
were situated on this plain ; an earthquake, how- 
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ever, took place, producing on the one hand an 
eruption of pet 1 oleum, which, igniting, destroyed 
the four cities (Tristram, L. of I»r. 353?.; Dawson, 
Egypt and Syria, p. 125 ff. ), and on the other hand 
a suosidence of the soil, which caused the ' Vale of 
Siddim ' to be covered by the waters of the Dead 
Sea, and the plain on which the four cities were 
situated to become the valine morass, now called 
es-Sebkha (cf. the descriptions of the site of the 
overthrown cities, Dt^, Zeph 2» ; Is 13*. Jer 49' 8 
=50*). S. R. Driver. 

ZOBAH (k?Hx or rtjta ; Zovpd [A in 2 S 8" and K in 
1 Ch 19* 'Lvfid). — One of the numerous kingdoms 
into which the Aranueans on the north and north- 
east of Palestine were divided. Apart from the 
short notice of the wars of Saul (1 S 14*), which is 
probably the work of a Inter editor (see Samuel, I. 
and II.), the first mention of Zobah or Aram-iobah 
occurs in the reign of David in connexion with 
his war against Hanun, king of the Ammonites 
(2 S 8** 10 ,C ). In the fuller and more accurate 
account of this campaign, given in 2 S 10"*, it is 
stated that the Ammonites hired the Syrians (or 
Aramaeans) of Beth-REHOB and of Zobah, together 
with Ish-tob, king of Maacah,* to assist them in 
repelling the expected invasion of the Israelites. 
Despite this important reinforcement, the Ammon- 
ites failed to withstand the Israelites under Joab 
and Abishai, and both they and their allies were 
forced to take refuge in flight. The Aranueans, 
however, seem to have realized that a wider issue 
than that of the temporary support of Ammon 
was involved in their struggle with the newly de- 
veloped kingdom of Israel ; for, owing to the en- 
forced inactivity of the two great empires of Egypt 
and Assyria, it was obvious that the supremacy 
(for the time being) over northern Palestine would 
rest with the stronger of the two rival dynasties of 
Aram and Israel. Hence we find Hadadezer, king 
of Zobah, making further and more strenuous efforts 
to overwhelm the Israelite kingdom. To this end 
he assembled all the forces at his command, and 
with the aid of the powerful kingdom of Damascus 
(following 2S 8* rather than 10 18 : see below) again 
took the held. The opposing armies met at Helam ; 
but the Israelites, this time under the command of 
David himself, once more proved victorious, and 
compelled the Syrians to accept terms of peace. It 
would appear from 1 K lV aL that this battle had 
an important bearing on the history of Syria ; for, 
according to the notice there preserved, a certain 
Kezon, son of Eiiada, took advantage of the defeat 
of Hadadezer to desert. Accompanied by a troop 
of men he fled to Damascus, where he set up a king- 
dom, and became * an adversary to Israel all the 
days of Solomon.' 

It cannot be denied that, at first sight, the im- 
pression of Zobah conveyed by the biblical narra- 
tive is that of a large and powerful kingdom in 
the north of Palestine, exercising sovereign sway 
over all the Aramaean tribes. Hence the majority 
of scholars, until recently, have placed it vaguely 
between Damascus ana Hamath, the nearest 
approach to a definite site being that of Noldeke, 
who assigns it to the neighbourhood of Emesa. 
As regards its site, this impression is confirmed by 
the Assyrian monuments (Schroder, KGF p. 122, 
KAT 3 p. 182f., art. -Zobah' in Riehm's HWB; 
Fr. Del. Par. p. 279 f.); but the idea of its im- 
portance seems to be derived very largely from the 

* 2 8 10*. Read as Wellhausen and Kloaterniann— ijVp-nKl 
top Sto c-'K-np nyjp ' and the king of Maacah, Ish-tob, and 
with him (12,000 men)',' omitting the awkward 1 with a thousand 
men.' In the parallel passage (1 Ch 19W), the Chronicler gives 
the sum-total as 32,000 men {i.e. 20,000+12,000): be obviously, 
therefore, did not include the extra thousand (see Klosterm. 
erf fee.). 
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fact that (according to the present text of 2 S 10 18 , 
cf. 8 s ) Hadadezer, king of Zobah, exercised control 
over the distant Aramamn tribes living 'beyond 
the River.' But a comparison of the two accounts 
of David*s wars with the Ammonites and the Ara- 
maeans (2 S 8 and 10) shows clearly that the account 
given in 2S 8*' 8 is mainly the work of a later editor, 
who probably also substituted the phrase ' that were 
beyond the River' (10 16 ) for the original 'of Damas- 
cus' * (on the relation of 10"- to ch. 8 see Samuel, 

I. AND II., p. 390). On the ground of its import- 
ance, therefore, and of the extent of influence, 
there is no need to place Zobah so far north as the 
kingdom (or city) of that name mentioned in the 
Assyrian tribute — or geographical lists (see above). 
Moreover, a closer examination of the history of 
the two campaigns makes it more probable that 
Zobah lay considerably further south. The order 
in which the Aramamn tribes are mentioned in 2 S 
10 S( - (Beth-rehob, Zobah, Maacah) is decidedly 
against the northern theory, for both Beth-rehot) 
and Maacah lay to the S. or S.W. of Damascus, 
and apparently their territories bordered on that 
of Ammon : we should expect, therefore, to find 
the kingdom of Zobah in the same neighbourhood. 
Hence Winckler (Gesch. Isr. p. 137 f.) is no doubt 
right in identifying Zobah, or Aram -zobah, not with 
the Assyrian Subiti (or Subutu) lying to the N. 
of Damascus, but with the* place of the same name, 
S. of Damascus and in the neighbourhood of the 
Haur&n, mentioned by Assurbanipal in the account 
of his campaign against the Arabian king Jauta 
(Rassam-Cvlinder, vol. vii. 11. 110-112 ; see KIB ii. 
p. 217). Winckler (p. 141 f.) is inclined to go 
even further and to identify Zobah with Beth- 
rehob, but the evidence which he adduces is 
scarcely convincing. 

It is possible that the editor who is responsible 
for 2 S 8 s " 8 confused the two Zobahs, for the two 
cities of Zobah which he mentions, Berothoi 
( = Berothah, Ezk 47 16 ) and Betah (1 Ch 18 8 Tib- 
hath, probably the modern i ebnh), were situated 
N. of Damascus. In addition to the authorities 
cited, see also Tompkins in PEFSt, April 1885, 
pp. 108 f., 113. J. F. STENNING. 

ZOBEBAH (n W i). — A Judahite, 1 Ch 4 8 (B 
Za/3a0d, A Z«0ijM, Luc. Za/fy/3d). 

ZOHAR (njs).— 1. Father of Ephron the Hittite, 
Gn 23 s 25'* (Sda.o). 2. The name of a Simeonite 
family, Gn 46 , ° (A Xdap, D 2daX), Ex 6 1 * (2dap) ; 
called in Nu 28" and 1 Ch 4 W Zeroh (in former, 
BA Zdpa ; in latter, B Zdpts, A Zdpae, Luc. Zapa). 
3. The name of a Judahite family, according to 
the flnf of 1 Ch 4 7 (nn.-i 'and Zohar,' which was 
followed in AV of 1611). The K&thtbh is mr 
which in modern edd. of AV appears as ' Jezoar ' 
(an incorrect transliteration of Tjr) and in RV as 
« Izhar' (»'.«. Trjf ). 

ZOHELETH, THE STONE (tfyfln i?k 'the ser- 
pent's stone'; B Aidi] rod ZutKtOel, A rdv XlOor 
rod ZwAe0). — The spot at which Adonijah prepared 
a sacrificial feast for all those who supported his 
claims to the throne of David (1 K l 9 ). The stone 
was doubtless a mazzebd, and marked the site of 
an old Canaan ite sanctuary. In ancient times 
' living water ' was regarded as inhabited by jinn, 
usually in the form of a serpent or dragon ; cf. 
' the dragon's well ' (Neh 2") : hence such water was 

* This seems more prob. than the substitution of ' Damascus' 
for 'beyond the River," which was suggested in Samuel, I. and 

II. ; see also Budde, Kiehter u. Sam. p. 230, note 3. Winckler, 
Gesch. Itrcui's. p. 137 f., indeed, rejects the whole of ir>'» as 
red actional, arguing with some force that v.'**> really forms the 
conclusion to vv.«-i«: but, with the exception of the phrase 
' beyond the River,' there seems no justification for doubting 
the genuineness of the passage. 



Digitized by Google 



ZOHETH 



ZOROASTRIANISM 



itself sacred, and the source whence it issued 
usually became the site of a temple (see W. R. 
Smith, JtS* 170 f.). The actual position of the 
stone is somewhat uncertain, and depends on the 
identification of En-rogel ; the name seems to have 
been preserved in the modern ez-ZehmiUh (see art. 
En-rogel and the authorities there cited). Well- 
hausen (Skizzcn, Hi. 171) suggests that the name 
Zoheleth may be connected with the Arabic Zuhal 
= Saturn. J. F. STENNINo'. 

ZOHETH (nrfir).— A descendant of Judah, 1 Ch 
4=° (B Zwdv, A Z«x«0, Luc. Zau0). 

ZOOLOGY.— See Natural History. 

ZOPHAH (n$ta).— An Asherite, 1 Ch 7 s8 (B Zu> x dd, 
A 2w<p&p, Luc Zoi^d)* 8 (B Zufit, A 2w0d, Luc. 
Xovtpd). 

ZOPHAI ('5^).— An ancestor of Samuel, 1 Ch 
8*M (Soi^(«)«) = Zuph of v. M (-°) and 1 S 1». 

ZOPHAR (t^s, 2w0dp).— The third in order of 
Job's three friends, described in the LXX as ' king 
of the Minieans' (Job 2"). Probably the chief of 
a tribe on the borders of Idumeea. 

ZOPHIM.— The « field of Zophim ' (o*pis mfc LXX 
tit iypoO ffKoviiv) was one of the spots to which 
Balak took Balaam to view Israel, Nu23"(JE). 
It is questionable whether we have here a proper 
name ; the Heb. expression means literally ' field 
of viewers or lookers out ' (note the addition * to 
the top of Pisgah '). Such 1 places of watching ' 
(ansa) were naturally situated frequently on the 
tops of hills (see MlZPAH, vol. iii. p. 4U0»). On 
the impossible combination Ramathaim-zophim of 
1 S l 1 see art. Ramah, p. 198\ 

ZORAH Ovn»; BA lapad, with the following 
exceptions: B in Jos 15 M om., 19 41 "ZapiB, Jg 13 s1 
ZapdX; A in Jg lS*Zapd, 18" 'Apod ; in Neh 11 s8 
Btf* A om., K c - » 2apod, Lnc. Zapd). — A town 
allotted to Judah, according to Jos 15 s3 ; but else- 
where spoken of as Danite, Jos 19°, Jg 18*** ,, J 
(coupled with Eshtaol) ; specially noted as the 
home of Samson, Jg 13*-'*, who was buried 
between Zorah and Eshtaol, 16 31 . It was fortified 
by Rehoboam, 2 Ch ll 10 , and is mentioned in Neh 
ll 28 as peopled by Judahites after the Captivity. 
The gentihc name Zorathites ("njpv?) occurs in 
I Ch 2 s3 (ol 2apa.eo.ioi) 4* (B 6 'ApaOtl, A 6 ZapaOl, 
Luc. 2aAa0«fr\) and prob. 2" (where read Zorathites 
"niTIW for Zoritea TRU ; B 6 'Htrapatl, A 6 'Htrapatl, 
Luc. 6 Za.pa.6t). In the latter verse the name 
Manahathites (M anon bites) is a reminiscence of 
Manoah the father of Samson. 

Zorah is the modern Surah on the northern side 
of Wddy es-Surar (the Valley of Sorek) opposite 
'A in Shems (Beth - shemesh), which lies on the 
southern side. This corresponds with the state- 
ment of Eusebius (OS* 21)3, 29) that it was 10 
miles from Eleutheropolis on the road to Nico- 
polis. It is mentioned under the mime Zar&n in 
the Travels of a Mokar (Sayce, HCM 344), and as 
Zarkha in the Tel el-Amarna letters (Winckler, 
No. 173; Petrie, No. 265) as attacked by the 
Khabiri. 

Literature.— Robinson, BRP* iii 163; Guerin, Ju&fe, ii. 
16 ff. ; Baedeker, I'al.3 103; Q. A. 8mith, HGULiXH; Buhl, 
GAP 90. 195. J. A. SELBIE. 
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ZOROASTRIANISM.— An account of the ancient 
religion of Iran, the religion of the Parsis at the 
present day, finds its place in a Bible Dictionary, 



not because of direct references to it in the Bible 
which need elucidation, — for these are exceedingly 
few,— but because of. the widely-held opinion that 
some of the most important later developments of 
Judaism were profoundly affected by contact with 
Persian beliefs. The developments in question 
affect Angelology. Demonology, and the doctrine 
of the Resurrection. In the present article only 
that will be described which directly concerns the 
parallel phenomena in the religion of Israel. 

1. The Mazdayaana ('worship of Mazda') is 
variously known as Mazdeisra, Zoroastrianism, or 
Parsism. Its basis is the worship of a supreme 
deity, A hum Mazdah, or Ormazd (* the Lord 
Wisdom'), beneath whom stand six highly ab- 
stract archangels called Amahaspznds (Anutha 
Spenta, ' immortal holy ones '), and a large num- 
ber of angels (yazata), who are mostly nature- 

fowers dethroned from the divine position they 
eld in the days when the ancestors of Iranian 
and Indian tribes lived together as one people. 
The sacred book of the religion, the Aveata* con- 
tains some ancient hymns which appear to come 
from Zarathushtra, called by the Greeks Zwpo- 
djrp7)t. He is probably to be regarded as a real 
person, the reformer to whom may plausibly be 
assigned the monotheistic doctrine of the religion, 
and the philosophic system which attempts to solve 
the problem of Evil. This system involves an evil 
spirit, Angra Mainyv, or Ahriman ('destructive 
spirit'), who with Ins hosts of demons (daeva) pre- 
sides over all evil things in the world and wages 
war with Ahura ard the good creation, till the 
time when evil will be finally destroyed. Among 
the most jwwerful^ of the "good spirits are the 
'fravaahis of the pious.' A fravasni is part of a 
■nan's identity, dwelling in heaven but powerful 
to aid on earth. It belongs to good men past, 
present, and to come. It shares the fortunes of 
its earthly counterpart, when a living man ; and 
if that man becomes evil, it apparently ceases as a 
fravashi to be. The good Zoroastrian had a code 
of simple and generally high-toned morality to 
observe, hampered by a complicated and often 
extremely foolish ritual, which is probably to be 
laid to the account of alien priests who fastened 
on the religion during the later Achaemenian 
reigns. After death, the pious receive a blissful 
immortality with Ahura in the * House of Song,' 
.while the daeva ■ worshippers are condemned to 
torment in the ' House ot the Lie.' Ultimately 
the world is to be renewed under Saoahyant ('one 
who shall save '—a being miraculously descended 
from Zoroaster), after purification by the ' ordeal 
of molten metal,' which will consume all that is 
evil. 

2. Such is, in the barest outline, the faith of 
Zoroastrianism. The only other preliminary left 
for us to determine here is the date at which this 
system had penetrated countries inhabited by 
Jews. 1 1 is obvious that if Judaism owed any of 
its eschatology, or its doctrine of angels and 
demons, to this foreign influence, Zoroastrianism 
must have been firmly established in Babylonia 
or Media before the Book of Daniel was written, 
and presuniably generations before. The date of 
the A vesta is a warmly disputed question ; but 
for our present purpose this matters little, for the 
doctrines which find parallels in Judaism are uni- 
versally admitted to be early, on the witness of 
classical writers, from Herodotus downwards. That 

* Its main divisions are the Yama (abbreviated Y» \ which 
includes the oldest part, the Gdthut, or hymns ; the Kuau 
( Yt ), hymns in honour of old nature powers ; and the Veu- 
didad (Kd), the Leviticus ot Parsism. Many of the moat 
important ot the ' Rabbinic' writings of Parsism are translated 
by Dr. E. W. West in the Soared Book* of Ike Bast (SBB). In 
this series also is found the beat translation ot the A vesta itself, 
by Dannesteter and Mills. 
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these doctrines were prevalent ' in the cities of the 
Medes,' and other regions inhabited by Israelites 
daring and after the Exile, may also be regarded 
as certain. Moreover, it is fair to argue that the 
Jews would be predisposed to look favourably on the 
religion of their liberator Cyrus. (That the early 
Achamienian kings did liold what may be fairly 
described as Zoroastrian faith, may be assumed as 
probable, though not at all certain.) A.t present 
we have to show how far the Zoroastrian and the 
later Jewish systems coincide, and examine what 
reason there is for assuming that foreign influ- 
ence afTected the development of Judaism. Before 
discussing this question, we may deal with the few 
passages of the Bible and Apocrypha in which direct 
allusion is made to Zoroastrian institutions. 

3. There are two allusions in the Prophets which 
have caused no little difficulty, since both of them 
refer to pre-exilic times. In Jer 39*- 13 Rad-mao 
appears to be the Babylonian title of an official 
head of a sacred caste, like the Magian dvetpor jXo* 
of Astyages in Hdt. i. 108. By itself this passage 
is not decisive: Tiele (Religionsgeseh. ii. 110 1.) 
would deny the connexion of the Rab-mag with 
Median Magi, and make him no religious officer 
at all.* Tiele has not dealt with the very remark- 
able passage, Ezk 8 18 '-, which creates a strong 
presumption that there were Magi outside Zoro- 
astriamsm, whose influence was felt at Jerusalem 
before the Exile. The prophet sees sundry 
' abominations ' in the temple, the worst of which 
are sun-worshippers who * put the branch to their 
nose.' This 'branch.' despite Gunkel, must be 
the barsom, or 1 bundle of line tamarisk boughs ' 
(Strabo, xv. 3. 14), which the Parol priest of to- 
day holds up to his face at worship. Now, if this 
were 'a distinctively Persian rite' (Davidson, in 
loc. ), it would be ' hardly probable at so early a 
date in Israel.' But it is only Magian, and not 
Persian at all. It belongs to the mass of ritual 
which the Magi contrived to graft long after this 
time upon the Mazdayasna, hitherto almost desti- 
tute of ceremonies and priestly rites. If, then, this 
characteristically Magian rite has penetrated as far 
as Jerusalem in the 7th cent. B.C., it is no longer 
1 improbable ' (Tiele) that these famous medicine- 
men should have 'come from Media to Babylon.' 
On the contrary, their success at Jerusalem is more 
easily explained if they had already a footing at 
Babylon. 

4. The presence of Parsisra in Tobit is so clear 
that we may fairly discuss it at this point. That 
'Aff/xbSaws (B 'AffpMavs) is Aeshma daeva, ' the demon 
Wrath,' t has been generally accepted, though no 
very successful attempt has been made to account 
for this and other Parsi traits in a Jewish romance. 
A key to the character of the book may perhaps be 
found in the recognition of a Median folklore story 
which a Jewish author has adapted : see the de- 
tails of this theory worked out in a paper by the 
present writer in Expos. Times, March 1900. The 
following will be included among the features of 
the original story. ( 1 ) The scene is in Media, a 
meeting-place of Iranian and Semitic, and especi- 
ally in ' Zoroastrian Ragha ' {'Pdyai rrjs Miliar, 
9 s N). (2) The demon Aeshma, as is natural in a 
popular story, has enlarged his functions to include 
' Lust, hard by Hate,' his Avestan attribute. His 
opponent in the Median original would be Sraosha, 
the angel 'Obedience,' whom Pareism sets in 

• He compares the Assyr. mag 'great,' so that the word would 
mean 'prince'; cf. —\7 in Jer. I.e. But is this distinctive 
enough, where other classes of officers are mentioned side by 
side with him ? 

t The translation 'covetous or lustful,' given above under 
Asmod/p.ub, is based only on an assumed etymology, and finds 
no support in Parsi texts. Note that the two words have become 
one, the A vesta here, as io Ahura Maxdah and Angra Mainyu, 
keeping them separate. 



special antagonism to Angra Mainyu's arch-fiend 
Aeshma. Behind him doubtless stands the 'grate- 
ful dead man ' of the folk-tale, found widely in the 
East,* on which Hans Andersen based his Travel- 
ling Companion. Raphael therefore is ultimately 
substituted for the dead man of To 2 7 . (3) The 
extraordinary emphasis laid on the duty of burying 
the dead strongly recalls the Vendidad, and it 
seems clear that the Jewish adapter has simply 
substituted burial for the Parsi ' Tower of Silence,' 
on which the vultures strip the bones. Great merit 
is accumulated when the faithful Parsi, with a 
companion, — it is mortal sin to do it alone, — removes 
a corpse thither from polluting the sacred earth. 
In the original, therefore, the prototypes of Tobit 
and Tobias must have done this pious work to- 
gether. Moreover, a dog was necessary, that his 
glance might exorcise the corruption fiend. f Hence 
the entirely otiose and un Jewish dog which sar- 

vivesinToB* (Kjaud5'Ul«(B). In addition to this, 
there is a clear reference in 4" (B) to the draona, the 
' corpse-cake.' % (4) There seem very clear allu- 
sions (see 6 U , and note the attempt at explanation 
in K : also cf. 3 15 and 3") to the idea of the merit 
of marriage with near kin. Now this, in the form 
of first-cousin-marriage, has always been prominent 
in Pareism. § The Magi went further, and made 
themselves notorious in antiquity by their vehe- 
ment preaching of incestuous unions, to which 
they attributed extraordinary virtue. In the 
Median Tobit no doubt Raguel and the hero were 
brothers, so that 7*{H) may be taken literally. 
(5) The charm by which Tobit's blindness is healed 
is very much like one found in the Shah Nameh of 
Pirdausi ; see the story in Atkinson's epitome 
(Chandos Classics), p. 1U6. The parallel suggests 
that in the Median story the blindness may have 
been caused by demons' enchantment ; the fish in 
G* looks also like a demon. (6) In 8 s (K, the original 
text clearly) the demon flies &>u els rd nipt) AlyC- 
tttov. That the original Aramaic || otb was a 
blunder for jtijid was suggested by Kohut.f and 
in spite of Noldeke's objection seems highly prob- 
able. Mazindaran was especially the land of 
sorcery ; and on Mt. Dimavand therein (cf. &>u 
in 8 s ) the hero Thraetaona 'bound' (owerbiurtv 
afrrdr xal irilhptr, ib.) the old serpent Azhi Dahaka. 
(7) The seven angels of 12" may in the original 
have been the Amshaspands, who are often made 
seven by the addition either of Ahura Mazda or of 
Sraosha. If this is so — and it is not really neces- 
sary—we have the only distinctively Zoroastrian 
feature in Tobit ; the rest are probably Magian, 
and may well antedate the Zoroastrian reform. 
But, of course, Ve have no means of dating the 
original story. It is noteworthy that there is 
practically no eschatology in the book ; if its 
original was untouched by Zoroastrian ism proper, 
this would be natural. It follows that we cannot 
rely much on Tobit as a channel for Parsi influences 
on Judaism. The utmost, therefore, that the book 
teaches us is that Israelites dwelling in Media were 
not strongly prejudiced against their neighbours 
(cf. 14*), nor perhaps impervious to their religion. 

5. To the category of direct references belongs, 
according to general belief, the story of the Magi 



* See a close parallel in F. H. Oroome's Gyvty Folk-Tales, 
o. 1. In his note he gives a list of parallels elsewhere. Add 
Hinton Knowles, Folk-Tales of Kashmir, p. 40. A folk-tale 



closely connected with Tobit may be seen In The Story of 
Ahikar (ed. Harris, I<ewis, and Conybeare). 

t See Geigcr, Civilisation of E. Iranians, i. 85 ff. 

t West, HBJS v. 283 f. Also cf . Hartland, Legend of Perseus, 

ii. 288-312. 

} Technically known by the Pahlavi term Khvituk-das. 

I Assuming the truth of Rendel Harris's thesis, Amer. Journ. 
of Theol. 1809, p. 641 IT., esp. p. 654. 

*\ Geiger's Jud. Zeituch. x. To this paper, vitiated by an im- 
possible theory of anti-Parsic polemic and a very late date for 
Tobit, are due several point* in (3M6) here. 
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in Mt 2. The assumption that the name is strictly 
used is as old as the early Syriac commentators on 
Matt.,* but it is curious that there is so little cor- 
roborative evidence. Discussion here is hampered 
by the necessity of assuming the investigation of 
Magianism in general. The difficulty lies in the 
very limited attestation which the most authentic 
sources of orthodox Parsism give to the connexion 
of the stars with fravashis. We have a very strik- 
ing identification of stars with representative spirits 
of a community in ltev 1*\ Meanwhile, we may 
note that although the Avesta and the Pahlavi 
scriptures but faintly encourage this association, 
there is a remarkably strong consensus of tradition 
connecting the Magi with star-lore. It is a side of 
their activity which would naturally be strengthened 
by connexion with Babylon (see § 3, above). The 
extent to which these Magi were orthodox Zoro- 
astrians must remain doubtful. It seems fair to 
assume that the star did for them represent the 
fravashi of a great one just born. If we insist 
on Avestan doctrine, that star must have been a 
brilliant new star, and not a planet, for these were 
considered malign ; there seem, however, to be 
traces of an opposite view, so that this need not be 
decisive against Kepler's theory. The question 
remains why they expected a king, and a king of 
the Jews; a prophet or 'saviour' (saoshyant) 
would seem a more natural idea. It is possible 
that we may fall back on the oneiromancy tradi- 
tionally associated with the Magit (cf. Mt 2"), and 
suppose that they interpreted the meaning of this 
new star by the help of an unrecorded dream. It 
must be noted, however, that both dreams and 
star-lore are extra- Avestan, though not inconsist- 
ent developments of the system as we know it. 
It is only provisionally that we may cherish the 
belief that the earliest Gentile homage to the 
Lord Christ was paid by priests of the lofty re- 
ligion which in earlier times was perhaps privileged 
to stimulate within Judaism the growth of the 
doctrine of the Resurrection. 

6. Such are the biblical passages in which direct 
allusion to Parsism may be traced or reasonably 
suspected ; sundry more doubtful examples may 
be left to the end of this article. We pass on to a 
much more important question. It being granted 
that during and after the Exile great numbers of 
Jews were living in Mazdayasnian countries, have 
we reason to believe that the development of 
certain doctrines among these Jews was stimulated 
by what they knew of corresponding doctrines in 
Parsism, and that in this way the history of 
doctrine in Judaism was vitally affected? The 
essential parts of our problem may be stated in 
terms of Ac 23 8 , where (if we may include demons 
under ' spirits ') the Sadducees represent the older 
Judaism, the Pharisees the newer, which arose 
after the Jews came in contact with Parsism. 
Post hoc, obviously : is it also propter hoc ? A 
detailed examination of Parsism will show the 
marked likeness between the two religions in 
respect of eschatology and spirit-lore. Is this 
coincidence, or has one religion affected the other ? 
If the latter, which is the debtor, or is the obliga- 
tion mutual ? Finally, if foreign influence on 
Judaism is to Ik; postulated, have the claims of 
Babylon or Hellas a prior right to be heard ? The 
last question is rather beyond our present range ; 
but we may at least plead that Parsism is in- 
comparably nearer to the faith of Israel than 
any other religion can pretend to be, and that 
its influence is antecedently more likely to have 
been felt. The case for the independent develop- 
ment of Judaism may be seen in the articles on 

"See Gottheil, 'References to Zoroaster' in the Driller 

Classical Studies, pp. 24-01. 
1 E.g. in Hdt. i. 107. 



Esch a to loo v, A no el, and Demon. But weighty 
authorities bespeak at least respectful hearing for 
the theory that the development of Jewish doctrine 
was stimulated by the knowledge of a creed which 
contained full-grown dogma that within Judaism 
was only in germ.* It is natural to assume that 
gratitude to the Persians as their deliverers, to 
whom the Jews owed the protection which made 
the birth of the Jewish Church possible, may have 
predisposed them in favour of religious ideas 
wherein thinkers could recognize what was latent 
in their own faith. 

7. In Eschatology one ground of hesitation to 
accept a measure of Parsi influence has been the 
doubt whether the Resurrection is a truly ancient 
doctrine in Parsism. t The doubt is entirely ground- 
less : the mere fact that Darmesteter himself, the 
great champion of a late date for the Avesta, 
acknowledges the Resurrection as a doctrine of 
Achssmenian antiquity, might silence questioning. 
The important differences between Parsi eschat- 
ology and the various systems which struggled 
for recognition among the Jews during the last 
centuries B.C. are drawn out by Charles, Eschat. 
p. 136 f. These divergences are fatal to any 
theory of borrowing, but they do not affect the 
assertion that the Jewish belief 'can hardly have 
developed without Persian stimulus' (Cheyne). 
It is generally conceded that OT passages speak- 
ing of an individual resurrection do not appear 
until a period when Persian stimulus is historically 
possible, when the knowledge that the Persians 
held this belief could encourage thoughtful Jews 
to develop their own doctrine in a thoroughly 
Jewish form. In this case the foreign influence 
would show itself by the absorption of details, 
minor doctrines or illustrations of doctrine. Now 
these are forthcoming, if not beyond dispute in 
individual cases, yet to an extent making coin- 
cidence improbable. Among these are the follow- 
ing.t Is 24 21 '' is allowed by Charles, a hostile 
witness {Eschat. pp. 116 n., 159), to show probable 
traces of Parsism : the imprisonment of evil powers 
before their final punishment may be compared 
with Bund. 3* (SBE v. 19), which seems to repre- 
sent an Avestan picture of war in heaven, 
followed by the binding of the fiend, as in the 
Apocalypse. In Is 65" 66 M a new heaven and 
earth, following the final judgment and destruc- 
tion of evil, is parallel with the frashd-kereti, 
' renewing,' which in Parsism follows the ' ordeal 
of molten metal ' (§ 1 ). This last, the ayo-khshusta, 
somewhat resembles the figure of Mai 3* 4'. The 
four periods in Daniel have a very close parallel 
in the Pahlavi Dahman Yasht (SBE v. 193) ; but 
in this very late work it seems more reasonable 
to assume indebtedness to the Bible, as on p. 
197 there is an apparent imitation of Lk 16 19 "-, 
and on p. 203 of Mic 7*.§ A characteristic of 
Parsism from the first is, however, recogniz- 
able in the new manner of looking upon general 
human history, and in the reckoning of millennia, 
which became prominent in apocalyptic. Parsi 

iihraseology has been found (Cheyne, OP 440) in 
s 26 9 , where the ' dew of lights' is compared with 
' the illimitable, self-created lights ' of ' the Best 
* See Kuerten. Rel. of Itr. iil. 82 ff. ; Gratz, Hitt. of Jan, 
i. 441 ff. ; Ewald, OT and NT Theol. pp. 72 -78; Noldeke in 
Geiger's Zeitsehr. x. 233 ff. ; Kenan, Uttt. Jtr. iv. 156 ; King, 
The Gnostic**, p. 120; Bousset, ThLZ xxiv. 613; and esp. 
Cherne, JUL 257 ff.. Nineteenth Cent, tor Dec 1891, etc 

t So, among others, 8chultz, OT TheoL L 330 ; Schwolly, 
Lt ben n. d. Tode, § 38. The latter observes that only two 
Avestan passages are quoted for the doctrine. He ignores the 
witness of Theoporopus. Jackson (J A OS x v. , lis. ) adds Yl 30?, 
a Gathic text. 

X The word parading is not inclnded among these, because 
it has developed its theological meaning entirely on Jewish 
soil. The Avestan pairidaiza, equated by Spiegel, is a «». 
Xiy., equivalent in meaning to its congener npriiri. 

i P. 211 ($ 64) has a less decided resemblance to Eev 12»«. 
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World of the blest, shining, all illuminated ' ( Vd 
19 38 ) , but this does not illustrate the dew, for 
which Schwally rightly denies comparison with the 
Jfaoma.* A more hopeful parallel may be seen 
when we note the Parsi view of the Dawn as a daily 
parable of the Resurrection — an idea witnessed 
in Vedic India by the phrase making the dawn the 
'banner of immortality' (Rgveda, iii. 61. 3): for 
Parsism see Darmesteter, Ormazd et Ahriman, p. 
239. There seems no adequate reason to deny the 
possibility of this conception in Psalms of the 
Persian period ; and in Ps 49" 17 15 its presence is 
highly probable. The LXX, as Cheyne observes, 
shows the doctrine of the Resurrection unmistak- 
ably, as in Is 26 18 , Job 19* Ps l 8 65 (title). Passing 
on to the Apocrypha, Enoch shows some decidedly 
Parsi traits : note the transformed heaven and earth 
(45 4 - 8 ), and the mountain _ of God's throne set in 
the smith (18), compared with Secrets of Enoch 10, 
where a hell is placed in the north, — this connota- 
tion of north and south is exceedingly common in 
Parsi books. The Slavonic Enoch is notable as 
an early witness for the idea of seven heavens 
(see Heaven), which appears in late Parsi books, t 
but not in the A vesta, where thero are four. In 
the Apocalypse, which seems to have assimilated 
not a little Parsism, presumably through earlier 
Jewish apocalyptic, we have the millennium, the 
binding nnd subsequent destruction of the 'old 
serpent' (see § 4 (6)), the assault of Satan on 
heaven and his casting down to earth (cf. SBE 
v. 19), the blasting of a third part of the sky 
(ib. 164 and 17), all of which can be more or less 
illustrated from Parsi sources : closer still are the 
parallels which may be seen in some late Parsi 
writings described by West, ib. lviiif. It is not 
till the Talmudic period that we get direct imita- 
tions without that thorough assimilation which 
makes all the comparisons hitherto noted indi- 
vidually disputable : for Talmudic-Parsic eschato- 
logy see Kohut in ZDMG xxi. 552 - 591. One 
interesting example may be quoted, as it has been 
used to illustrate Jn 11,— the adoption by the 
Rabbis of the Avestan doctrine that the departing 
soul hovers three days near the corpse and takes 
its flight on the fourth. X 

8. in Angelotogy the influence of Parsism was also 
confined to subsidiary points, but is more marked. 
A tradition is preserved in the Jerusalem Talmud 
(Hosh-hasTiana, p. 56) that 'the names of the 
angels came up with them from Babylon,' which 
may be taken as meaning 'from the Exile' in 
general. This coincides with the fact that the 
practice of naming angels, and placing them in an 
ordered hierarchy, does not appear before the 
Return. Except, perhaps, in the case of a few 
Talmudic angels, § no parallels are to be expected 
between Hebraic names and Persian originals. 
As before, we are at most to postulate Persian 
stimulus behind the remarkable contrast between 
the impersonal angels of earty Jahvism and the 
individualized and ordered celestial beings of 
Daniel, Zechariah, and the NT— still more of the 
Apocrypha.il The 'seven spirits' of Rev l 4 8 3 En 
SO*"- if (?cf. Zee 3" 4 3 and the 'watchers' of Dn 4") 
may be linked with the Amshaspands by their 
appearing first in Tobit (12 15 ): the sacred number 
would recommend the idea, and the Jews probably 
met with it in a form they would approve, with 

• The Indian Soma — the Juice of a sacred plant, endowed in 
Veda and A vesta with miraculous qualities. 

t Kohut, N.Y. Independent, Jan. 11, 1804. For other Panic 
traits in this Enoch see Charles's cd. p. 74. 

} The doctrine was probably taken from Parsism, but it is 
found elsewhere : Dr. J. O. Frazer quotes it from modern Greece 
and from Calabria. 

I Kohut (A ngelol. pp. 43-45) has one or two plausible equations. 

I ForPhilo, see Siegfried, Fhilo, p. 141. 

1 Charles notes here that the "seven first white ones' come 
from the Amshaspands. 



Sraosha (Raphael's prototype in Tobit) making np 
the seven, instead of the Deity himself (see §4(7)). 
There is exceedingly good reason for regarding 
as Parsic the national angels ('princes') of Dn 
10 u * 18 12 1 , the decisive argument being that Israel 
has an angel other than J" (contrast Sir 17"). 
This makes a strong cose for recognizing here the 
fravashi—a. doctrine the more likely to be assimi- 
lated in that it had a (less developed) analogue 
in Babylonian religion. In the Apocalypse the con- 
ception comes out in the 'angels of the churches. 
The fravashi of a nation or community is a 
conception found in three A vestan passages : see 
Mills' version of Ys 17 18 {SBE xxxi. 259). The two 
NT allusions (Mt 18 10 , Ac 12' 5 )' confirm the doctrine 
oifravashis for individuals ; but that the doctrine, 
whatever its origin, is completely assimilated may 
be seen from the apparent fact that the nation has 
its fravashi long before the individual. The latter 
may indeed have been developed out of the former, 
just as in the doctrine of the Resurrection. In 
Parsism, of course, the individual came first. The 
yazatas are fairly paralleled by genii in Enoch 61 10 
69*', and in the Apocalypse by angels who watch 
over waters (16 s , cf. Anahita), lire (14 w , Parsi 
Atare), sun (19", Hvare), wind (7 1 , Vata). In all 
these parallels, however, we find the Parsi sug- 
gestion, if such there be, thoroughly assimilated. 
The fravashi is no longer a being necessarily good, 
but becomes a complete spiritual counterpart of 
the nation (Daniel) or the church (Apocalypse), 
and capable therefore of declension and punish- 
ment.* Similarly, the 'angels' of the little ones 
are nearest the throne (Mt 18 10 ), because represent- 
ing those who have not learned to sin. The study 
of St. Paul's attitude to these doctrines is in- 
structive in more ways than one. t He accepts 
an elaborate ranking of spirits. The air, as in 
Parsism, is made the arena of strife between good 
and evil angels : X the spirit world is a reflex of the 
earthly in the inextricable mixture of contending 
powers. But he accepts these beliefs only as 
enhancing the supremacy of Christ : cf. He 1* 2°, 
Rev 22". Like Zoroaster, centuries earlier, he 
found his contemporaries in danger of a virtual 
polytheism (cf. Col 2 18 ), and set them free by mag- 
nifying the one Divine Being whose transcend- 
ence made worship of mere angels impossible. 
In doing this, Zoroaster simply tried to ignore the 
deities of the faith he reformed, with the result 
that after his death they came back like a flood, 
losing little in position by their formal subordina- 
tion, as angels, to Ahura Mazda. St. Paul was 
able to accept fearlessly the angelology he found, 
while greatly lessening its importance, and achiev- 
ing a permanent success in raising Christ to an un- 
approachable height above the spirit world. 

9. Much of what has been said can be repeated for 
Demonology. It would be absurd to think of Satan 
and his angels as borrowed from Angra Mainyu 
and the datias. The Semites had demons enough 
of their own, and the Satan doctrine in Parsism 
and in Judaism developed in very different ways. 
We may still believe that the ranking of demons 
and the elevation of one spirit to their head may 
have been stimulated by Parsism. There are 
native forces which largely account for the differ- 
ence between earlier and later Jahvism in this 
respect ; but when we find the Jews, after historical 
contact with Persians, advancing to a position 

•Cf. Weber, JUd. Theol* p. 170f. ; also Soderblom in Rev. 
Hist. Rel. xl. 266 ff. : on the whole subject see the writer's 
paper, ' It is his Angel.' in JTS, 11)02. 

f 8ee BevBchlag, 2VZ' Theol. ii. 100 ff. Mazdeigm had probably 
mixed with indigenous cults in Cilicia (see Rev. Hitt. Rel. xxxvi. 



261), so that St. Paul may have been acquainted with it in youth. 

fin 

reg 

as Satan's abode— 'a notion foreign to Scripture.' They, at 



} Against this view of Eph 2? see flndlay (in Kxpot. Bible), 

rdet" 



p. 103. He observes that the Rabbis regarded the atmosphere 
ns Satan's abode— 'a notion foreign to Scripture.' '**«*•• »• 
any rate, may well have got the notion from Parsism. 
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more and more like theirs, it is hard to suppose 
the movement entirely independent. Stave well 
shows that the teaching of the Prophets, especially 
Deutero-Isaiah, tended to an absolute denial of 
existence to heathen deities ; yet as early as 2 Ch 
28** the gods of Damascus are real, and before 
long they and other foreign gods aie firmly estab- 
lished as demons. The striking contrast Between 
this development and that towards which the 
Prophets led is explained satisfactorily by the 
daevas of Parsism, who were to some extent them- 
selves the deities of hostile tribes. The earlier 
history of Jewish and Parsi denionology may differ 
widely; but the doctrine of the NT might be 
broadly enunciated in'terms which would accurately 
describe Zoroaster's own teaching, while that of 
the Talmud has much in common with accretions 
found in the Vendidad and the Pahlavi patristics. 
In both NT and Gathas, Evil is a lying and 
murderous spirit, which in the beginning chose 
evil thoughts, words, and deeds, and which has 
ever since the Fall * tempted mankind, with the 
aid of fiends who afflict the bodies and souls of 
men. In both, men are called to join in the strife 
which shall end with the destruction of Evil in 
hell. Could we believe that a pure Cathie religion 
was ever preached within the Jews' hearing, the 
historical connexion of the two systems would be 
almost indisputable. But the very corruptions of 
later Parsism must have helped to recommend it 
to the popular Jewish mind, which was equally in 
bondage to the fear of evil spirits and the foolish 
ritual that pretended to control them. It is note- 
worthy that Judaism deliberately forsook sug- 
gestions from its earlier writings — the Serpent of 
Gn 3 and Azazel in Lv 16— when it formed a new 
demonology with • the Satan ' as prince of evil. 
We naturally seek a foreign body whose attraction 
has drawn it from its proper course. Without 
pursuing this subject in detail, we may note in 
conclusion that in the Apocalypse, where parallels 
with Parsism (however explained) are especially 
numerous, there is a deep-seated connexion of 
thought in the characteristic balancing of the 
heavenly and the infernal — e.g. the devil, the 
beast, and the false prophet as the 1 anti-trinity of 
hell' (see Mill igan,fifit'ra Lecture, p. 110ft'.). It seems 
reasonable to suppose that the author would readily 
make use of imagery from a system so subtly re- 
sembling his own. There is significance then in the 
identification of the Serpent of Gn 3 with Satan 
( 12"), whose binding and subsequent destruction is 
narrated in striking accordance with the Parsi 
story of Azhi Dahaka (above, § 4 (6)). We may 
perhaps fairly add that Azhi Dahaka is especially 
connected with Babylon,t a coincidence which 
might be claimed as no mere accident— the less so 
as in the Pahlavi Bahman Yasht (SBE v. 234) we 
find the serpent Azhi, in his brief release before his 
final destruction, swallowing 'one-third of man- 
kind, cattle, sheep, and other creatures of Auhar- 
mazd.' The obvious parallels in the Apocalypse 
are only discounted by the impossibility of prov- 
ing that the Pahlavi translator is here faithful to 
his original A vestan text, now lost. (See above, §7). 

10. The question of Parsi influences upon the 
EssKNES is raised by Lightfoot's dissertation (in 
Comm. on Col. pp. 387-389). He accepts (like 
Hilgenfeld) links with Parsism in (1) dualism, (2) 
sun-worship, (3)- angelolatry, (4) magic, (5) striving 
after purity. Other points might be plausibly 
added, such as their white garments, the value set 
on truth, their devotion to agriculture, etc. (Their 
unbloody offerings must not be counted here, for 
Mazdeism has always had a sacrifice of flesh, as 
well as the libation and the Haoma ottering). It 

* If wo may read Yima's fall in Y$ 32" : Tiele denies, 
t See Yt 6» ; and Darmesteters note (Le '/.A ii. 375). 



must be allowed that there is little really distinc- 
tive here, except the sun-worship— the one point 
in which Cheyne (who in other respects endorses 
Lightfoot's view) thinks Josephus inaccurate.* 
Moreover, there was Magian sun-worship which 
was not Zoroastrian, as in Ezk 8 ,M - (see § 3, above). 
Essene dualism seems to owe nothing to that of the 
Vendidad, which has no philosophical theory of 
the inherent evil of matter and no trace of 
asceticism. The most conspicuous features in the 
picture Josephus draws are alien from'the spirit 
of Parsism. In their psychology and eschatology 
one or two surface parallels are neutralized by 
deep-seated divergences. Thus in Mazdeism the 
pre-existent souls (fravashis) came to earth volun- 
tarily, to join in the warfare against evil, not 
Ivyyl run <pvo-iKjj Ka.TaffTwfj.tva.1. And in denying the 
Resurrection in favour of the immortality of the 
soul, the Essenes betray affinity with Hellenistic 
Judaism (especially the Book of Wisdom) : note 
that Griitz and Montet trace the latter doctrine 
to Neoplatonism, recognizing Parsi influence only 
in the former. Unless Josephus ( Wars, II. viii. 
11) is entirely drawing on imagination, we must 
admit, with Sttderbloni, that Greek influence is 
demonstrable in their paradise beyond the sea, 
while the solitary Parsi feature, the hell (<xpwSr)s koI 
Xttfdfxos, is not sufficient to support an argument. 

11. Sundry miscellaneous comparisons may be 
mentioned, and among them those given by Darme>- 
teter in his attempt to prove that Parsism borrowed 
from Judaism. (1) Philo's AOyoi (mostly Neopla- 
tonic) originates Vohu Manah (' the Good Mind '). 
(2) The enactments of Pentateuchal and A vestan 
law are regularly introduced with the formula, 
' (God) saith to (the lawgiver).' (3) Ahura creates 
the world in six periods — heaven, water, earth, 
plants, animals, man. t (4) Mankind in the A vesta 
descends from one couple, and the name Mashya 
signifies ' man,' t like 079. (5) Sin begins with the 
first man. (6) Ahura bids king Yima collect in a 
subterranean palace the finest types of the human 
race, animals, and vegetables. When three de- 
structive winters have depopulated the earth, this 
' Var ' shall open and re-people it with a higher 
race.§ (7) Yima's successor has three sons, between 
whom the world is parted as among the sons of 
Noah. (8) Zarathushtra holds converse with Ahura 
on a mountain before promulgating the Law. (9) 
Zarathushtra had three precursors in his religion, 
as Moses had the three patriarchs. ( 10) The A vesta, 
like the OT, is divided into Law, Prophecy, and 
Miscellaneous Literature. Darmesteter tries to 
show that these parallels must be interpreted by 
Parsi borrowing. As he has convinced no one, the 
point need not be argued. It is enough to say 
that (1) the really Avestan elements in these com- 

Earisona are demonstrably far too old to have been 
orrowed ; (2) some features may come from Baby- 
lonian or even Accadian antiquity, influencing 
Hebrew and Parsi alike ; (3) most of the parallels 
are obviously fortuitous, proving nothing even 
when presented apart from a setting which greatly 
modifies the resemblance. That some of the later 
parts of the Avesta (and, a fortiori, Pahlavi writ- 
ings) may have been influenced by Judaism is 
likely enough. Thus Horn || thinks that the Fall 
is late in Parsism and due to the Hebrew, also 
that the virgin-birth of SaoshyantU owes some- 
thing to Is 7". Sundry biblical and Talmudie 

• Expoi. Timei, ii. 206. t Cf. Cheyne, OP 283. 

: Strictly morlalit. 

i See Oeldnera tr. of Yd 22l«*. in Usener, Sintfiuttagen, p. 

208 IT.; Cheyne (Bneuc. BM. $.v. 'Deluge") remarks that it 

seems influenced by the Hebrew. 

I ' Med. u. Pers.' p. 830 (in Hellwald, KvUurgaieh. pt. 6X 

1 This is a good example of a parallel made plausible by 

selective description : the Parsi story is a most extravagant 

marvel, to be classed with the miraculous births described ia 

Ilartland's Legend 0/ Permit, i. 1330. 
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parallels may be seen in Kohnt, JQS ii. 223 ff. and 
lii. 231 ff. The period of the Babylonian Talmud 
seems, to have brought a closer contact with 
Parsism. Bat these later contacts lie outside our 
range, as also does the Parsi heresy of Mani — if 
such it really be.* 

12. The Book of Either might reasonably be 
expected to show traces of Persian religion. But 
though strong Persian influence is betrayed by 
the loan-words (bee Scheftelowitz, Arischts vm AT), 
we cannot with certainty fix on anything of value 
for the questions we are discussing here. The 
Persian origin of the Feast of Purim, which has 
received new importance from the theory of J. G. 
Frazer {Golden Bough*, iii. 160-198), is examined 
elsewhere. An attempt has lately been made by 
H. Wincklerf to find the names of the Amshas- 

Bmds Vohumanah and Ameretat in those of 
aman and Hammedatha. It appears probable 
that these two archangels' names underlie the 
'0/mvov nal 'Kpo.S6.tov (? A/tapSdrov), UepaiKun Sou- 
p6»w* of Strabo (p. 512) : it is clear that the names 
only have been borrowed in this Pontio appropria- 
tion, so that we need not consider the character of 
the Avestan originals. If the book really start* 
from an old story celebrating the victory of native 
Babylonian gods, Mardnk and Ishtar, oyer the 
foreign divinities answering to 'Vashti' and 
' Haman,' we should have to treat it as a com- 
position essentially parallel with Tobit, as ex- 
plained in § 4, above, that is, as a tale whose 
original significance was unknown to or ignored 
by a Jewish adapter writing with purposes of his 
own. In that case Jensen's identification of 
Haman and Vashti as Elamite deities is clearly 
preferable _ to Winckler's, which demands that 
^Persian deities should suffer humiliation. But the 
whole theory will have to reckon with the ex- 
planation of all these names from Persian alone, 
as set forth in the new work of Scheftelowitz 
named above. 

13. Two further comparisons may be added from 
the various suggestions of Prof. Cheyne. The 
later Jewish practice of prayer at dawn was, he 

• thinks, prompted by Parsi usage— a point which 
would be hard to prove. He draws an interesting 
parallel between the 'Wisdom' of OT sapiential 
books and the &sna khratu, ' heavenly wisdom (?),' 
of the Avesta. But even if this translation were 
safe, the conception is almost isolated in the 
Avesta, and it would be better to compare the 
Amshaspand Vohumanah, a personification strik- 
ingly resembling the Wisdom with whom J* created 
the world. His rising up to welcome the soul of 
the good man as it enters Gard demdna is in agree- 
ment with Wisdom's <fukai>0ponrla. The sex of the 
impersonation answers to another Amshaspand, 
Armaiti, the ' daughter of Ahura.' It is obviously 
impossible to assert, or to deny, that the one con- 
ception springs out of the other, or owes some- 
thing to it, so long as the dates of the several 
literatures permit association. 

14. To the foregoing, more or less plausible, 
contact* may be added one which has been rather 
too ingeniously pleaded by a scholar of great learn- 
ing, but without meeting with much acceptance. 
In ZDMG xxx. 716 ff. Rabbi A. Kohut tried to 

I prove an ' anti-Parsio bias ' in Deutero-Isaiah. It 
will be enough in general to refer to the criticism 
by de Harlez in Rev. d. questions historiques, April 
I 1877. One passage, however, cannot be so sum- 
| marily set aside. In Is 45 7 commentators since 
Saadya have seen a polemio against Persian dual- 

* So Dannesteter and Jackson : Sdderblom denies (Rev. Hist. 
Mel. Jd. 427 ff A 8e<s Hamack. Hist, of Dogma, ill. 830. 

t In his Attoriental. For**., 8rd series, L L (1001). On 
Omanos see Jensen, HittiUr u. Armtnier, p. 181 : on Ham- 
medatha, t6. p. 204 n. 

VOL. IV.— 63 



ism, a view from which the most recent writers 
have begun to recoil. If we are to recognize an 
allusion to some foreign dualistic ideas, it is more 
probably Magian doctrine than anything we could 
suppose held by Cyrus. It happens that in the 
Gathas (Ys 44 B ) we find Ahura addressed as ' the 
artificer of light and darkness, sleep and waking, 
dawn, noon, and night.' A yet more important 
parallel is the imprecation in Darius' great in- 
scription (Beh. 4™ "). 'may Auramazda slay thee 
. . . and whatever thou shalt do, may Auramazda 
destroy that for thee.' It is clear therefore that 
even in the reign of Darius, Persian religion could 
have used the language of Is 46 T , merely substitut- 
ing Auramazda' s name for that of J'. The idea, 
therefore, of a veiled polemio against Cyrus' re- 
ligion must be abandoned. 

15. The student will have realized from the 
foregoing paragraphs that it is no easy task to sum 
up in the case oefore us, and that a verdict of ' not 
proven' is about as much as we can expect in the 
present state of our knowledge. The difficulty is 
one which confronts us everywhere in the study of 
ancient religions in Western Asia, in which certain 
ideas seem to float about with a freedom that 
vetoes almost any attempt to fix their parentage. 
The general independence of Israel's religious de- 
velopment has certainly come out more clearly 
from the investigation. Of the Hebraists hardly 
any will allow more than a trifling weight to 
Persian influence, and even Prof. Cheyne speaks 
in his latest utterances with more hesitation than 
he did.* On the Iranian side an able and ex- 
haustive examination has been made in the new 
work on eschatology by Stiderblom (named be- 
low), whose results are almost entirely unfavour- 
able to the doctrine of Persian elements in 
Judaism. He notes how unlike anything in 
Judaism is the Avestan hell, a place of cold and 
stench and poison, not of fire — which was, of 
course, too sacred an element to be applied thus : 
on the other hand, the underground Hades, divided 
into two parts, for pious souls and sinners, is 
essentially Greek. He would allow no genuine 
contacts of Judaism and Parsism until a late 
epoch. Thus he compares with 1 Th 4 U the passage 
in Yt 19, where through the work of Saoshyant 
the world is renewed, the dead arise, and the 
living are endowed with immortality (p. 224). 
If this is supposed to be more than an accidental 
parallel, we may place it with the Pauline passages 
in § 8, above. Soaerblom remarks on the uniqueness 
of the conception in 2 P 3"-, of the earth brought 
out of water and reserved for fire : this aspect of 
the future is essentially an Indo-Germamo idea, 
being found in India, Iran, Greece, Gaul, and 
Iceland (p. 204). In sharp contrast to this 
adaptation of a nature myth he sets the purely 
poetical and spiritual conception of Deutero- 
Isaiah as to the ' new heaven and new earth ' (p. 
285). Looking back upon the narrow range of the 
parallels noted in § 7, we shall probably do well to 
allow Persian influence in Eschatology only some 
weight in stimulating what was none the less a 
native growth in Judaism. It may, however, have 
prompted the sudden change from a Resurrection 
of the Just (with some conspicuous sinners) to a 
Universal Resurrection : so Bousset, with a half 
consent from Soderblom (p. 317). The presence of 
Persian ideas in the Apocalypse can hardly be 
denied ; and they can be reasonably explained 
from the adoption of Zoroastrian imagery in earlier 
apocalyptic.f In Angelology and Demonology we 

• Cf. his language in Kohut Studies (1S96), and various notes 
in the Enc. Bill. 

t It is curious that Mazdeism so entirely failed to penetrate 
Western Asia Minor (Cumont, Myst. <le Mithra, 873). Otherwise 
we should have naturally thought of Ephesus as a place where 
such ideas would be in the air. 
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seem justified in regarding the foreign influence as 
present in the elaborate ordering and ranking of 
spirits. In the former we have a very probable 
Zoroastrian feature in the ' representative angels ' ; 
while in the latter we may assign to the same 
cause the breaches of continuity (1) in the abandon- 
ment of earlier ideas, like Azazel and the Ser- 
pent, in favour of the Satan ; (2) in the changed 
view of the gods of the nations, who were at first 
treated as real gods, then became ' nothings,' and 
finally developed into demons. It is an interest- 
ing result of these concessions, if allowed, that 
the New Testament is very much more concerned 
with them than the Old. 

Litbratttrb.— The fullest discussion will be found in Stave, 
Uber den Einfiuu del Partitmut auf dot J udentum (1898 : see 
summary of it in Orit. Rex. July 1000, p. 828 ff. , and an important 
review in Rev. Hut Ret. zL W8f., by Sdderblom) ; Obeyne, OP 
894-462, Expoi. Timet, ii. 802, 224, 248 ff., Ene. Btbl. t.v. 'Angel,' 
and in Kohut Studies (1896). The relations between Parsisnl 
and Rabbinic Judaism were examined by Schorr in his Hebrew 
periodical He-Haiut, vii and viii (1865) [not seen], who was 
closely followed by Kohut, JUd. Angelol. u. DdmonoL (1866). 
The question Is well discussed from the Biblical standpoint by 
M. Nicolas, Dei Doctrine* Religieusei del Juift (1860). See also 
Kohut in ZDMO zzL 652 ff., xxv. 68 ff. ; Gelger in his JUd. 
Zeitichr. iv. 72 ff., z. 118 ff.; Schivally, Leben nach d. Tode, 
p. 149ff. ; Moulton in Thinker, i. 401 ff., ii. 808, 490ff.. Expos. 
Timet, ix. 862 ff., Orit. Rev. vi. 8-14, x. 99-106 ; Sdderblom, 'La 
Vie Future d'apres le Masdeisme' (Ann. du Mutie Guimet, 
1901), esp. pp. 301-821. Too late for use came E. Boklen's Die 
Verwandttchaft der Hid\-chr. mit der pari. Eichatologie (1902), 
a very full, if somewhat uncritical, collection of parallels. 

J. H. Moulton. 
ZOROBABEL.— See Zerubbabel. 

ZORZELLEUS (B QatfeXdatot, A ZopfAXeos, AV 
Berzelus), 1 Es 5 M . See BARZILLAI.— A daughter 
of his, named Augia, is mentioned as married to 
Addus, the ancestor of a priestly family, who 
could not trace their genealogy at the return under 
Zerubbabel. The same change of the initial letter 
occurs in the LXX of Ezr 2" (B Zap/9eX0ei, A Zep- 
/9e\Xa( ; but in the same verse B BepfeXXaet, A -(). 

ZUAR (-up*).— Father of Nethanel the head of 
the tribe of Simeon, Nu l 8 2° 7 18 - 2 * 10* (all 
Zoydp). 

ZUPH (•)«).— 1. An ancestor of Elkanah and 

Samuel, 1 S l 1 (B iv Ncuref/3 [reading flan for luqa], 
A Zotfx, Luc. Zcty), 1 Ch 6 M W ($ir4 ; the #6thtbh 
has nr$ Ziph ; BA 2<hJ0, Luc. ZovflM), called in 
v. M (») Zophai. 2. The land of Zuph («]W jn* ; 
B ij Zef0, A v yij Zd<p, Luc. yr,' 2t£d), 1 S 9 s , 
probably derived its name from having been 
originally settled by the family of Zuph (Driver, 
Text of Sam. 2). The gentilic name Zuphite ('?«) 
probably underlies the name Ramathmm-fophim 
of 1 S 1» (see art. Ramah, p. 198*). Neither the 
S6ba of Robinson (BRP 2 ii. 18 ff.) nor any other 
known site can be said to contain any certain 
trace of the name Zuph. 

ZUR (nx 'rock'). — 1. A Midianite prince slain 
by the Israelites (Nu 31"). His daughter Cozbi 
was killed, along with the Simeonite Zimri, by 



Phinehas (2S U ). In Jos 13° he is described as one 
of the (allied or vassal) princes of Sihon (jrrp *3«cj) ; 
bnt this note is due to a harmonizing redactor 
(see Dillm. adlocX 2. The name of a Gibeonite 
family settled at Jerusalem, 1 Ch 8 W (B and Luc 
Zo.Jp, A 'Lro.Jp [i.e. •**] 'and Zur']), 8* (BA 'hrttp 
[i.e. nan], Luc. 2«Jp). 

ZUR1EL (Sk-p* 'my rock is El').— A Merarite 
chief, Nu 8* (2ovpti)X). On the precarious infer- 
ences which have been drawn by Hommel from 
the composition and meaning of this and the names 
Zurishaddai, Pedahfur, and Elisptr, see art. Rock, 
p. 290. 

ZURISHADDAI (Tt>TW 'my rock is Shaddai or 
the Almighty '). — Father of Shelumiel the chief of 
the tribe of Simeon, Nu 1* (B 2ovpeuradal, AF 
XovjHo-aSat) 2 U BA ZovpuraSal, F SovpuraSael) 7 s *- « 
10» (LXX in all three Xovpuxatal). On the name 
see reference under Zuriel. 

ZUZIH (cnm ; LXX t$m» lffxvpi,—conbiAxig with 
or o<my; Symm. Zotfopyteir ; Pesh. *vvy (pL) 
'the mighty'; Vulg. Zwrim). — In Gn 14 6 one of 
the prehistoric peoples whom Chedorla'omer is said 
to have smitten on his expedition against the kings 
of the Pentapolis, described as resident in ' Him ' 
(which see), and mentioned between the ' Repha- 
im ' of Ashteroth-karnaim (in Bashan) and the 
' Emim ' (Dt 2 ,w -) of the region occupied afterwards 
by Moab. The locality indicated corresponds to 
what was afterwards the territory of the Ammon- 
ites, which is said in Dt 2 20 to have been occupied 
originally by the Zamzummim ; and hence it has 
often been supposed that the two names were in 
some way or another different designations of the 
same people, — a scribal error having found its way 
into one of the two passages, or the old prehistoric 
name having become modified in form in the course 
of oral transmission. In Babylonian m and to are 
represented by the same characters ; and hence 
Sayce{HCM 160 f. ; Expos. Times, viii. 463) very in- 
geniously explained the difference by the conjecture 
that in Dt 2* the name appears as it was actually 
pronounced, — or at least nearly so {Zutim for 
ZaWZSWim), while in Gn 14 s it appears as it was 
written by a scribe who was translating from a 
Bab. document (ZaMZSMim), and did not know 
what the true pronunciation was. However, 
before this theory can be accepted, better proof is 
needed than has hitherto been produced that Gn 14 
was really translated from a Bab. original ; the 
strongly Hebraic style and colouring of the chapter 
do not favour the supposition. Whether the name 
is in any way connected with that of Ziza, a place 
10 m. S.E. of Heshbon, and 20 m. S. of Rabbath- 
ammon, a military station in Roman times, 
mentioned also in the Middle Ages (see Dillm.), 
and still possessing remains of massive forte and 
other indications of its former importance (Tris- 
tram, Moab, 182-190), must be left an open 
question. S. R. DRIVER. 
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